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THE CROSS.

€od Torbid that I shou'l lory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom the world
is Crucified to me, and | to theworld—S8t. Pael, Gal.vi, 14,

Voi. 1.

HALIFAX, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1843.

No. 31.

s

Weekly Calendar.

Ocober 1. Suaday XVII after Pent.  Sclemui- |

nity of the Rosary.
Mondiy. Feast of the Holy Guar-!
dian Angeis. !
Tuesduy. . Francis Carucciolo;
Conf. {from June 1)

I

g o

Thursday 8. Galla, Widow.

6. Friday. $. Bruno, Conf. :

'engagement “of their state.

How
many reprobates does God behold,
in hell, who would now be saints, it
they had embraced. for instance, the
religious state ! and how many saints
are there in heaven, who would be

\" 'R .'. A Iy f‘~'.'!: . .
ednesday. . Fraucis of Assisit "leternally damned, if they had lived

in the world! Thisis what is call-

#- Suwrday. = Mark, Pope & Conl-fod  the gecret of predestination.

—_—

Instructions on the Choice of a State:
= AL your present age you shouldi
iliink of choosing a state oflife ; and:
there is nothing more necessary for|
you to know than the importance of
this choice. and. the rules by which
yoa should be gnided in making it.
You have asked me for some in-
truction on this point, and I will-
gly comply with a request, that
s so reasonable, and so worthy of
‘our piety and wisdom.

- & Be deeply impressed with this
réat maxim, that there is nothing
k-which salvation depends more
an on the choice of a state of life,
etRuse it is certain, that nearly all
Z-sins of men proceed from the

t

of Life.” |

l‘Thcac mstenclions were wallen tur ayvung
v,

which principally turns on the
choice of a state of life. ~ Strive then
to comprehend this truth deeply,
that you may be well directed in ap
affair of so much importance. For
what would become of you if you
should deceive yourself and sclect a
state different from that to which
God has called you, and to which
he has annexed the graces of your
salvation *

II. The most essential matter in
choosing a state of life is. never to
enter it without a vocation. that is. .
without having been called by Ged.
For it does not belong to you to dis- .
pose of yourself as you please, or
select a state according to vour own
fanev. ‘Belonging to God, as we
do, 1t. is for him to speak to us ac-
cording to the views and desigus of
his Providence ; and if, to the pre-
judice of so holy an obligation, we
rashly engage ourselves in a state

lto which he has not called us. he
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has, thenceforward a right to aban-{be infallibly connected with these
don us there, and to orant us noladvanh;e
longer that special protectlon withi IV, Notthat it is absolutely bad
which he favours the just. Now, ito have some regard to these things.
what a misfortune, if tlnsphoulu There is a human prudence which
ever happen to you, and if you is not contrary, provided it be suh-
should one day have to reproach ordinate, to the wislom of the gos-
yourself with being in a state for pel. Butthe abuse consi-tsin listen-
which God did not destine you? Iu'mo only to this worldly prudence,
this case, though you should be onin being guided by the principles
the first throne in the world, though | of the world, in considering the mat-
you should be a queen and a sove- ‘ter only in reference to the world,
reign, you would have to bemoan |and in forming decisions on mereh
vour lot, and regard it as the most ! worldly considerations.  For this s
deplorable condition. ‘offering to God the same outrage
fand injustice, as would be offered
II. Nevertheless, behold the dis- by a muaster 1o his servant, if he
order, and at the same time the mi- | wished to malcehimseif 11‘(’epe*1dent
sery of states in the world. They of him. and would act only under
are embraced through interest,;the crders and authority of another.
through ambition, through passion,| V. From hence it !mppenc that
and for theestablishments of fortune. ; there are few persons in the world,
God is never, or almost neveriwho can reasonabiy flatter theim-
thought of, and the last thing done ; selves on being in the state of life to
is to examine whether the state of which God has called them. By
- life be ehosen according to his will, jthis I do not wish you to suppose.
and whether salvation can be en-: that the diiferent states which com-
sured init. ‘This is too frequently | pesc what we call the world, are
the case. For example, if an alli- {not generally counected w ith the
ance is going to take place between | vocation of God. It was he esta-
two \ouna' persons, by the tie of|blished thcn}, he thz_lt dl\"lded thegn.
marriage, ‘what is it they pay n.ost|he that by his infinite wisdom dis-
attention to® It is to consider if posed and arranged them: Now,
there be asuitable fortune af each|he did not establish and regulate
side, if therc beibirth and rank, if a|them. in order that they should re-

conuncction w1th such a family w ﬁl
bring any worldly honour and ad-
ama.,\ec ‘The moment these ques-
tions are satisfactorily answered,
therc is no concern about a divine

: ﬁl‘ them.

vacation. or rather. it is supposed to

nain vacant, or w ithout subjects to
Whence. it undeniably
follows. that there are a great num-
ber amongst mankind w hom he has
created for these states. and destined
1o il them. so that it would be &
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grievous error to imagine, that if one | dangerous a matter—that without
be engaged in the world, he is out- ; their taking any trouble to learn his
side the ways of God, as if God had 1 will. be should reveal it himself—
condemned all states in the workd, [ thai he would not in such a case
and that none of them could e cm- [leave them to their ignorance, and
braced with a lawful and holy voca- | deliver themup to their blindness—
tion. The world, by the operation | this would bea presumption a thou-
and grace of the Iolv Cliost, hassand times condemned by the Word
produced perfect Christiansincvery {of God himself and by the sacred
state, and peopled heaven with a oracle of seripture. Thus they have
countless multitu-le of saints.  But | no solid foundation for confidence.
supposing all this. the proposition I nay. Iassert. on the contrury, they
have advanced. and whick I resume | have more reasou to fear the accon:-
is no less true ; namely, that there | plishment of our Saviour's threats,
are very few in the workd who can | who has so loudly and frequently as-
have a reasonable and prudent cer- {sured us, that be will conibund the
tainty, that thev are in thatstate of {iadse wisdom of the werlkl. and aban-
life to which God has called them. {don it o its own deceitful views and
For, in order 1o have this assurance  perverted understanding.
it Is not enough, that T might have
been called by God o any sinte in
general. I requirc more. I shisuld
know in particular. and as fav as I ; . .
have the means of ascertaining. that | 21d the nature of your vocation  This
God in his cternal prvdoﬁ.iz‘l‘atior. is what I am about to explain, and 1
‘has really marked out such or such | Wili comprise in threc points, which
a state for me. in preference to any | Serve as so maay rules, and which I be
other. 'This I can ascertain cither ;seech you to follow with entire fidelity.
by an express revelation from God. 1 The first is, to have recowse tonGod :
which the persons I speak of as-the sccond, to consult his ministers
suredly have not, or by the pains 1 | next ; and the third, to consult yourself.
shall take to the utmost of mv Pow- | Every thing that has any solid relation
er lo discern the will of God in my ! (0 the choice of your state of life, I
regard.\ ow. it is evident, that I mean, a good, wise, and Cluistian
ﬁﬁ%‘;’l}ff;}?ﬁi ‘fﬁigdﬁﬁﬁﬁdigr tg&; i choice, will be found included in these
7 . | three duties, which you will reduce to
purpose ; thev have thercfore no| ractice. as follows :
veason tosuppose, that their present 1V 0 * OTOWS: )
state is that which God has allotted ! VIi. As God immediately explains
them in his adorable decrees.  For , bim to us only by interior inspirations,
to say that God. despife of their . you should. in the bottom of your Leart
neglect. would glzid(: them tn so attend and listen (o this scciet  + - -

Vi. You are at present anxious to
know what yvou should do to disecver
the designs of heaven in your regard,




484

The Cross

=

with which he is wont to speak to his
clect. But in order to engage him to
reveal himself beforehand, and to com-
municate his lights, there is no more
cfficacious or certain method than pray-
er. Go, therefore, as often as youcan,
prostrate yourself before him, and say
to him with Samuel: Speak, © Lord,
thy servant heareth ; speak and disco-
ver to me your designs with regard to
me. Behold, I am ready to hear yon,
to obey you, to execute all your ecom-
mands. Whatever difficulty there may
be in any thing you prescribe me, or
however it may be opposed tomy in-
clinations, from the moment I under-
stand it is your will, 1 hesitate no long-
er, but will consider it my duty to ac-
complish it without delay. Such, O my
God ! is my resolution, and I hope with
your grace, that nothing will be able to
shake or to change it. To this prayer
you may aiso add, that of David : Shew
me, O Lord, the way in which I should
walk, for to thee I have lifted up my
soul. Ps. 142. The Prophet here
uses a powerful reason to touch the
heart of God : Because I have lified
up my soul {o thee! And indeed, if
God wishes nothing more ardently than
to see us correspond with his Provi-
dence and walk in his ways, wil he
leave us in ignorance of them, and will
ke have no regard to the desire which
we manifest, and the righteous intention
whieh we have of obeying his will >—
To interest him in your favour, and dis-
pose him to grant your request, add
some particular devotions, and good

j works, especially frequent communion,

and even some practice of Christian
penance ; for, according to St. Paul,
these are the victims and sacrifices by
which God is appeased.

VIIi. After having discharged your
frst duty to God, you should then ad-
dress yourself to the ministers of God.
These are our guides, our conductors,
and they have been appointed to give
us salutary advice. 1t is for this pur-
pose God specially enlightens them-
selves, and it often happens, that he
teaches us through their mouths, what
he would not reveal to ws himself.—
Hence, in the old law, the prophets
were called seers, and it wag to them
God sent his people to receive all the
necessary decisions and advice. Now,
by the miristers of God, I understand
two kinds of persons.  First, in the
most general and proper sense they are
the priests of the Lord, our confessors,
and the directors of our conscience.—
Choose a wise director, a man of God,
in whom you can have confidence, and
explain to him with simplicity and can-
dour, all your views and thoughts, ah
the good and evil dispositions of your
soul. Propose to him your doubts.—
Point out to him for what you feel an
attraction, and to what a repugnance.—
Use no dissimulation with him ; and
when you believe you have told him
every thing, Beg of him to examine you
himself, and answer his questions with
the humility of a child. Above all
things, make him fecl that he can speak
to you with peifcet freedom, and ask
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to decide for you in whatever macner
he shall consider ir the sight of God,
and not in wue way that would be most
agrecable to you, according to nature
and the world. When you aet with
this uprightness and good faith, you
have every reason to hope, that God
will preside at the judgrent of his min-
ister, and that the spirit of truth will
inspire him with a just decision in your
regard, and one that you may safely fol-
low. But in the second place, you
ought to reckon amongst the ministers
of God, both your parents from whom
you have received life.  Fathers and
mothers are, after God, and according
to the order of God, the first superiors
of their children, and instead of gospel
liberty, it would be a culpable inde-
pendence, to withdraw ourselves abso-
lutely from the paternal authority in the
choice of a state of life. It is true, that
we are not always bound to conform to
the desires of a father and mother, who
are too full of the spirit of the world,
and that there are occasions when we
may answer them in the words of the
Apostles : Is it just that we should o-
bey you in preference to God? Acts iv.
But we should, at least, listen to them,
examine their reasons, and vyield to
them if we have no stronger to advance ;
in a word, whether we agree to their
desire, or act differently for the sake of
our salvation, we should always give
them proofs of our filial submission and
respect.

IX. It remains, that you consult, or
in St. Paul's language, that you prove

yourself. For God has given us dis

cernment and reason, that we may use
them in all our affairs, but particularly
those which are of so much conse-
quence to us as the choice of a state of
life. Examine then, without deceiving
yoursels, what state of life that is, in
which above all others you can give
most glory to God, in which it will be
most easy to work out your salvation,
and for which you are most suited, by
the qualities of your mind and heart.—
For it may be, that with the natural dis-
positions whicn God has given jyou,
you might be lost in a state in which
another would be saved, or the contrary.
At all events, you should remember,
that everv deliberation of yours should
be referred to your salvation, as to your
only end ; that you should not form an
opinion of a state of life, nor value one
state more than another, only, inasmuch
as it will more surely conduce to your
salvation ; that all you have to consi-
der in yourself should be reduced to
that single questior, which the young
man in the gospel addressed to Jesus
Christ : What must I do io oblain e-
ternal life? Luke x. For, thegrand
prineciple which you should lay down,
and from which you should draw all its
consequences is, I desire to work out
my salvation ; and ¥ desire lo secure
it at any price. On this point, I re-
quire no deliberation ; my mind is al-
ready determined. But there are many
ways of securing my salvation, and oue
of the most effectual is a state of life.—
Now, of all the states of life which pre-
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sent themselves to my mind, I have to
consider in the presence of God, which
of them will be most useful in guiding
me to my end—which is always the sal-
vation of my soul.  If my only objects
were to raise myself in the world, to
lead a pleasant and agreeable life in the
world, I might be certain of succecding
in such or such a statc. Tut, I again
repeat, fhis is not the end I have in
view ; and therefore, I <hould pay no
attention to all this. My object 1s to
attain everlasting life.  Now, I know,
or I sincerely believe I know, that in
no other state can I more surely obtain
it than in this particular onc. I there-
fore conclude, that it is upon this my
choice should fall.

X. After having deliberated with
yourself in this manner, if you do not

seem to be perfectly determined, there

are two rules from the exercises of St.
Ignatius, which you should observe :—
1. What advice would I give to ano-
ther if he were in my place, and asked
my opinion? to another who would
have the same inclinations or the same
defacts as 1?2  What answer shouid I
make him, or what kind of life shbould I
recommend him to adopt?  For, when
others are concerned, we are much
more disinterested in general, and on
that account much more likely to choose
the better part.
not hase the same zeal and charity for '
myself, as I wouid have for another?
If one of my friends was delxbuatmq,
and was concerned enly {o secure lns

salvation, I know what I should say to

Now, why should I’

him an W h) should [ not say thc
same to riysell? O my God! deliver
me from all the illusions of self-love,
which blind e, and which prevent me
from thinking as safely on what con-
cerns myself, as on the affairs of my
neighbour. 2. Amongst these differ-
ent states of life, which would I wish to
have chosea at the hour of death ? For,
it is then I shall form a solid estimate
of things, and neither the passions nor
prejudices of the world shall any longer
obscurc my reason. What [ should
therefore wish to have done at this. last
moment, is what I should do to-day ;
and this is undoubtedly the most cer-
tain and infallible rule whieh I can fol-
low. NI act otherwise, I must expeet
that I shall one day suffer extreme re-
gret.  And would it not be the last de-
gree of folly, to do any thing of which
I shall have hereafier to1epent 2 O my
God! I thank you, for this light which
you bave given me.  Grant, O Lord,
that T may profit by it as a mast excel-
lent mcans of forming a Christian deci-
sion. Yes, my God, it is by this I wish
to decide my lot in your presence. I
desire to live in that state in which I
should die with the greatest peace.—
Woe be to me, if I embrace any condi-
tion which will be a source of fear and
regret at the hour-of my death'!

Xi. Without pretending to give you
“my formal opinion on the state of life
which would suit you best, I concludo,
by repe with regaid to the
religious state, what 3t. Paul said to the
p.xmm\c Christians concerning celiba-

ating to yoa,
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ey. This passage is admirable, and full
of meaning and religion. “ Now, con-
cerning virgins, I have no precept of
the Lord: butI give counsel, as bav-
ing obtained mercy of the Lord to be
faithful. I think therefore that this is
good for the present necessity, that it is
good for a man so to be. Art thou
bound to a wife ? seek not tc be loosed.
Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not
a wife. But if thou take a wife, thou
hast not sinned. And if a virgin marry,
she hath not sinned : nevertheless, such
shall have tribulation of the fiesh. But
I spare you. This therefore I say,

brethren : the time is short : it remain- !

eth, that they also who have wives, be
as if they had none: And they that
weep, as though they went not; and
they that rejoice, as if they rejoiced
not ; and they that buy, as if they pos-
sessed not ; and they that use the world,
as if they useth it not: for the fashion
of this world passeth away. Buti I
would have you to be without solici-
tude. Iicthatis without a wife. is so-
licitous for the things of the world, how
he may please his wife : and he is di-
vided. And the unmarried woman,
and the virgin, thinketh on the things
of the Lord : that she may be holy both
in body and in spirit.” 1 Cor. vii. It
will be casy for you to apply these
words to the rcligious profession. |
shall say no more upon it. It will be
for the Lord himself to explain his wiil,
aud you will be always safe under his
vocation and guidance.

Spiritual Maxims of St. Vincent of
Paul.

OCTOBER.

1.
I Simplicity makes our words ever
conformable to the sentiments of our
heart ; it does not, however, wish that
we should disclose all our thoughts, be-
cause this virtue is not contrary to
prudence, which makes us understand
when we should speak, and when be
silent, and which also teaches us what
to say, and what to keep secret.

2.

Murmurs against the ordeis of supe-
riors in a religious house, are a kind of
apostacy ; and as one falls into a kind
of exterior apostacy, by qutting the ha-
bit and the order to which he is attach-
ed, so he is guilty of interior apostacy
if he separate himself from the thoughts,
or the will, or dispositions of his supe-
rior, to follow his own sentiments.—
This is the greatest misfortune that can
befal a community.

3.

Obedience does not consist mercly 1
doing what we are directed, but in a
continual disposition of accomplishing
on cvery oceasion, whatever we shall
be commanded.

4.

God sends us trouble and affliction
'to exercise our natience, and to teach
l'us sympathy for the misfortunes of o«
! thers.
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5.

Reputation is an cmpty bubble, when
it is not founded on truth, and when
established on this basis we have no-

thing to fear.
-

6. -

A superior should have a {riendship,
a paternal tenderness for his inferiors ;
he should treat them so affectionately
as to make each of them believe he was
tenderly loved.

7.

Motives altogether human, concealed
under the pretext of zeal, and the glory
of God, cause works to be often un-
dertaken, of which God is not the au-
thor, and which his wisdom does not
crown with success.

S.

There are many persons who are
satisfied with a very modest exterior,
and great sentiments of God in their
interior; but if they have to endure
great fatigues for God, to instruct the
poor, to sufler to be mortified, to re-
ceive sickness with joy, to be exposed
to calumny or disgrace, their courage
fails and everything vanishes.

9.+

We ought to abandon ourselves en-
tirely to the hands of God. We ought
to believe that his providence disposes
for our greater good, every thing that
he wishes or permits to happen to us.

10.

Excesses are blameable in every-

thing, but are particularly so in prayer ;
we ought to conduct ourselves with
moderation at this holy exercise, and
above all preserve the peace of the spi-
rit and the heart during our prayer.

11.

Fraternal charity is the seal of our
predestination, as it shows that we are
the true disciples of Jesus Christ.

12.

Humility is a virtue which Jesus

Christ has exceedingly loved,and which

he came to teach to the world. The

most powerful weapon to conquer ithe
devil is humility.

13.

We ought to treat those who present
themselvesto make the spiritual exercise
of a retreat, as men sent to us by God
himself ; we should make no distinetion
between them, but treat the ricl. and
the poor alike ; we should rather give
the preference to the latter, as their
life is more conformable to that which
Christ led on earth.

i4.

Undertakings which are begun in the
simple and ordinary ways, are more fa-
voured by God, than those in which we
use extraordinary and remarkable
means.

-

15.

God is extremely glorified, when we
abandon ourselves to his good pleasure,
without seeking to penetirate his mo-
tives, being satisfied to think that his
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will is his motive, and lus motive his
will,

16.

Too great mental application for the
purpose of rendering spiritual things
sensible, warms the imagination and
affects the head ; in like manner acts of
will, which are repeated too often, and
with too much violence, weaken and
dry up the heart ; we should therefore
use moderation in all things.

17.

Fraternal charity is the soul of vir-
tues, and the paradise of religious com-
munities.

18.

If we were deeply convinced of our
incapacity, we should be careful not to
put our reaping hook into the corn of
another, nor to offer ourselves for a
preference over other workmen, whoin
perhaps God has chosen for the accom-
plishment of his work.

19.

It is not the studied angd refined elo-
quence of a discourse, that contributes
to the salvation of souls. Simplicity
and humility alone dispose and open
hearts for the operations of grace.

20.

In addition to the grace which is me-
rited by the practice of obedience, the
Lord is also pleased to do the will of
those who through love of hnm, submit
their will tq ‘hat of their superiors.

e e e e ———— e

[

1.

)

As the members of the human body,
aid and strengthen each other for the
advantage and preservation of the whole
body, so the members of a community
ought to have a mutual condescensivn
for each other. The learned, where
there is no danger of error or of sin,
should condescend to the weakness of
the ignorant, the wise and the prudent
to that of the humble and the simple.

09

-

2

Families as well as individuals should:
look on it as a misfortune to be always
tranquil, to see every thing succeeding
te their wishes, and te have nothing to
suffer for the love of God.

28.

No one should introduce himselft’to
the funetions of the ecclesiastical stateg
and particularly into dignities, both be-
cause he should imitate in this point the
Son of God, who being a High Priest
for ever, did not usurp its functious,
but awaited the appointment of God

' his Father, and beeause he should eon-

form to the rules of the Church, whigch
forbid such presumption.

24.

The most glorious and desirable death
is that which surprises us with armns in
our hands for the service of the Lord.

25.

A superior should quit every other
occupation, in order to listen to his sub-
jects, and to give them time to explain
to him every thing they wish ; he owes
them this condescension, no matter how
inconvenient it may be to. “him.

1
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26.

O how miserable it is to be without
across! When we have nothing to
suffer we are not conformable to Jesus
Christ, although, this conformity isthe
true mark of our predestination.

1.

In the storms and injuries which ca-
lumny excites against us, we ought not
to seek to justify ourselves, if we are
sincerely tending to perfection ; but we
should receive the confusion, bear cve-
ry thing with patience, and abandon
ourselves to God, in the expectation
that his bour will arrive.

28.

The spirit of Jesus Christ is one of
wprightness and sincerity. He that is
called to glorify this loving God, ought
not to act according to his spirit.

29.

Those who believe themselves the
authors of the good they have done, or
who flatter themselves with having the
least share in the world in it, or take
complacency in such thoughts, lose
more than the, gain, cven when the
works on which they are engaged are

good and holy.

30.

As our divine Redeemer has told us,

81.

. The perfection of prayer, as well as
; an interior perfecticn, does not consist
. in prayer of more or less sublimity, but
jin charity.

—_—

MISSIONS OF INDIA.

Lelier of the Rer. Louis Garnier, Jesuil Mission-
ary, lo a Father of the same Socicly.
j AMadura, November 10, 1841,

! “ RevEReEND FaTueer,

!

% Our preceding letters have frequently spo-
ken to you concerning our Christians, our la-
bonrs, our toils, our consolations,and our hopes:
set thic wish which I feel of commuuicating with
vou, induces ma to imiiatc the glezner, who
carcfully picks up the eors of corn thar l.ve
escaped the altention of the rezpers: 1 nay,
perhaps, even light upon some detnils worthy to
interest you.

“ Yeu used to iy 10 me, that an apostoiical
man is not intended 10 go in quest of the lhittie
consolations of the holy minisiry, snd to seek
after the praises of menj; that he ought to re-
joice for labouring in the midst of the poar, of
the sick, and ignorant, satisfied cven when he
finds, after being cxbausted with fatigue, only a
morse! of hlack bread, and stiil more happy if
e be insulied, calumniated, malireated, by the
administrators of justice. liere 2 Missionary
has frequent opportuaities of puiting in practice
these instruciions, in the minisiry exercised a-
mongst the Parias: there are no corpomal penal-
ics, certaialy, to undergo, but it =ir <2czd, he
has 10 bear numerous fines. insulis of cvery de-
serption, xnd percecuiions mined up nriast
l him hy every sort of persens; there is 1o Blark

bread, it is true, bt very ofien, adler havieg
. Ten about the whole day, kis entire eal con-

Blessed are you when men shall perse- : gsts of a Iitle rice steeped in pepperrd water :
eute you, and say all manner ol evil|such are some of the thorus afour crown, may
concerning you, it is an exceeding great we beable st this cost to save many sozls. and
happiness‘to be treated as Jesus Christ . eater heaven in company with hem!

our Saviowr was treated. = The principle olstacic 0 the accemplish-
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ment of this wish will always proceed from the j became then necessary tc load the largest ele-
sheep-like spirit of the Indinns, who follow with , phant of the pagodo with rice, wood, nnd such
blind submission the good or bad guidance of other provisions as were necessary for persons
those who waik at their head. You cannot be- " in want of every thing. The eleplant crossed
hieve to what a degree the persons of the same " the river without difiiculty ; the water tonching
caste are united amiangst themselves, and with s back : he marched majesticaily through the
what facility they suffer themselves to be guided middle of the rushing torrent, without totiering
biy their chiefs or other infiuential mcmhcr«.—-_ in the lenst frem the violence of the current.—
The result of this common fceling is, that the e mised his large trunk and lashed from thne
disconient of a ~i‘:giv individual, becomes the tolime the surface of the water.  Qur city in-
disconient cf il : oficntiines a wrong head is  habitanis in Europe would pay a Ligh price 0
sufficient 1o ruin whole families; all the rela- witness such a sight.
itons consider themselies »s mutually Loand  * These suddcn risings of the w:er ofien
and responsibile to each oiher.  In their eves  stop the Missionary in the midst of his jour=
ihe party of the greater numher is always the neys; be finds himselfon these oceasions in the
best: Sallon per sonaapadi kekaroum, thes is, midst of an unexpectedly~formed siver, without
one must abide by the decision of ten. Ten sig-  brid e or boat by which to cross it.  The fol-
nifies for them riches, authority @ thusthey will | lowiuy passage, extracted from the letter of a
say in India of an opulent person: ke has ten "coMeague, will show you hew ingenious ousr
finons in lus kand, (ten picces of ten l,qlfpcuce) Indious become under such circumstances -
to express that he has crouwns.  We see at pre- - © 1 dismounted from horseback,” said ke *one
sent amongst the deserters whe, twelve years | of iy guides 100k the saddle on Lis Lead, and
age, passed over i a body to Calvinicm, Chris- ; carried it thus above the waier: tie other gui-
tians who were entirely stmngers to religions tded my beast by the bridie 10 the ether side.—
controversies, ani undoubtedly wore Catholic | Three men thien svoped down ; twe interinced
than Protesiant: bu! they bad 1o fllow thic ex- | iheir arms; upon whicha: urd pinced behind,
ample of tu ir chief, under jaun of ieing exclu. | resied his extended hands. ] placed myself on
ded from the casie, and incurting the disgrace | this sest, with my feetintheir kands; the three
attached to the refust! to profess the common { men then stood up, cheerfully 100k 10 the was
error.  Thisknewa chamcier causes me msch { fen and camied me 1o the other side of the river,
fear.  What will hecome of 1ke poor Indians of ; All the incontenicnce 1 expericnced from this
a tribe, when 1he majority Las once decided in | mode ofiransit, wasihe beiking of my fect.
tavour of heresy.? “l am, in anien with your prayers,
Louts Garsixg, Missionary, 8. I

“ I resume my Ietter, commenced yes-
tertday, to day before vou a very curious ze- Extred from @ Letier of the Rez. Joseph Berrand.
count. It reined a great deal last night; yei J., Supcrior of the Misss F Medun
the river Vai-Vairon, which masses by M=2der, ! S J, Superior g wisson of - > loa

. ; N - i Folker of the same Socidy.

and falls into e sca near Ramnad, was only : . . .
knee-deep when ihe criminzls condemaed 10 Trichinopaly, Angust 20, 1341
iard Iabour passed in the morning, in order to | ¥ REVERRND AXD pEaRLY-BRWOTVED FaTner,
be employed on the other side in forming a} © Alihough the pictore of our Indianx
voad.  Towards cight o'clock 1 great noise was | has been often drawn., the interest which yon
Lzard; people man to the Lanks of the ver, and | 1ake in their instruction, the desirethat you ma-
they sw waves of a reddish water appreach, | nifest of knowing their ciarscier and the kind
that rolled foiwand with impetwesity.  In a  of devotion whiclf they prefer, make it my duty
woment the vast Ind of Leriver nas filled 5 the | 1o retormn azain o the sulject.  If what | com-
uriertunate convicls could return no more. It municaie hare net ke merit of novudty, thess

G
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r(‘.}xcmlons will, J expect, be pardoucd of a fa- [ seenrealized in our Indiansthe oracular wor«h
ther who speaks of his children. of the Baviour: ¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit’—

’ % You, who know liow many ure the occnpa- | 'I‘he) are frec from regret, because they have

tions of the Missionaries in Madura, will txe, linle 10 leave, ang thet they easily make them-
perhaps, temnpted to ask how they arc equal to | selves fumiliar witi the ideas and expectations
then:, particularly if you add to the fatigues of | of another life.  Hence there is no necessity of
the apostleship, the continual annoyances that  long circumlocutions for the purpose of an-

the schism creates for us,
tians do not exact much from us ; their patience
thus, they fear uet o come in scarch of the
priest from the distance of six leagues and
ore, in order to receive spiritual reliefl
the faithful who are not at a greater distance
than five miles, are required 10 assist at Mass
on Sunday ; and they come in great numbers e~
ven trom four and fire lengues. When we cele-
Lrate the feasts with solemnity and processions
they flock in crowds from the distance of twen-
ty, thirty, and forty miles.

‘The journcys on those occasions cause them

avinconvenience; the infants at the breast are .

carried in their mother’s arms, or in a cloth, of
which the four corners are tied together across
2 long pole: when they stop, the cloth is suse
penned to the branch of a tree. The children
of three, fonr, five, and six years old, run be-
#ide their mother, holding by her dress, or they
repose asiide on their father’s back, holding on

Happily our Clris- i
, befure God.
lightens somewhat the weight of our wnistry ; !

All,

nouncing 1o them that they are going to appear
I was lately administering the
consolations of religion to an old woman; the
catechist that accompanied me said to her, ac-
cording to his ordinary formula, ¢t is now ne«
cessary for you to hold yourself ready to die’—
:Oh, yes, she answered. ‘Do you willingly re-
rounce this life and all desire cfthe things of
this world® ¢ Ah; she replied, ¢what is this
world for me? what have I to Jo with its de-
siges 7

« ] shall not enter into a detail of the prayers
that accompany our religious exarcises; they
arc adapted to the taste and feeling of the coun-

try, and remind the faithiul m:%panicular care
of the principal truths of Faith.” Being dmawn
up for the mast pa.t in the dialegue form, they
win casily on the attention of the Indians; they
might, pechaps, have an equally good effect else-
where. A single quotation will enalile you to
julze of theirmerit : ¢ Lord, 1.y God, you have

produced me from nothing” The people res-

by the ke tuft of hair that adorns the tog of ; pond, * Lord, 10 you he glory and praise” The
his head ; ®hile their elders carry the rice and | pereon presiding continues: ‘On acgzunt of
cooking requisites.  The whole forms a truly ; s:n, I was a child of wrath; I could not of iny-

interesting caravan.
«The sick even are often carricd to consider-
able distances to recaive the extreme-unction.

self satisfy your justice ; you beeame man, and
by your sufferings made satisfaction in my
place. Lord, to you be glory and praise. By

1 recolleet a poor invaiid who was thus brought ; baptism you comur.unicated 1o me all your me-

from a distance in order to be reconciled to
God : 1 heard his confession ; but being ubliged
o depart immediately "dier, T couid not give
hiim the holy Viaticum, which he avdertly de-
sired. Sorne days afier, heing wore than thirty
leagues from the place where 1 first met him, §

rts ¢ Lord, to you be glory and praise.  Afier
baptism I sinned, and by means of the sacm-
ment of penance you have purified me from ail
my sins; instead of casting e into hell, you
have replaced nic on the way to heaven. Lord,
0 you be glory and pmise.  Ev-u this day yoy

saw him arriving, carricd upon a hand-barrow ; , have lorded me with beaefits.  Lord, to you be
hie heard Mags and received the holy Commu-  glory and praise.  Grant me the favour o know
nion with the most affecting picty, and return- ' my faulisand to detest them.! Next fpijowsth,
cd home, mying, that heneeforth he kad nothing | examinations of conscience.

more o desire, and that hie would dic conient. |  “ Besides these religious exercises, which are
And itisat their last momems that may'_bc common o all the Christians, there are here, as
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clsew here, peculiar practices, which, although ; to teke up there my ordinary residence, and to
left to the devotion of each person, are not on diret, novice as 1 was in the langunage of the
that acccunt the less genenilly observed. A °coumtry, this poor, pastorluss Congregation.—
very great number of Catholics fast on Satur-  There b inhabited a liule House which was
day, that is, un that day, make but one meal to-  quite in the Indian feshion, thatis, a mud-cabity
wands sunset.  How Mmny times, on my jour-  covered with leaves, where the rats, the bats,
neys, have I not heard my travelling companion and lizards, bad free entry, and frequently vi-

reply o those who would ask him i he had
caten taat day, ‘ And do you not know that to-
Aund )et the poor Indian bad
finowed e the wile morning, earrying on his
Liead a Jarge bundie, he had exhausted Limse!

wath fatigue 1o ficilitate the snccess of my min-
siry 1 There are countries of India where this
jrractice is almesl universal, even amnugst the
agricularal labourers ; seserai of thom, pari-

day s Sannday 7

culuriy when they are in goad circumstances, | cirair, a table, aud a lamp; four pieces of fur-

A i i 2 1 niture rarely found togetiier in the district of
10 Lic able tu defes until evening their only re- 4

‘prefer to work only the half of the day, in order

pasi.
= This spirit o1 mortification ofien wfu

1t un occasion of bring edified in the holy tri-
buaal ¢ thus, when 1 happen to unpose, as pen-
auce, swne fast on Saturday, a great unmber of
ncuphivies will answer me, ¢ 1 fast every Satur-
das.— That is enough,” is my decision ; bt
they are rarely content with it I I appoim
Wednesday or Uriday, 1 frequeatly Srd ene or
othier alieadly engaged by some fast of devotion.
Laicly, I lad just prescribed a similar good

s 1o

work ; my penitent appearcd much Fmbarrass- !

*What is the matier 2 sid 1. ¢ Father)' 1
was answered, ¢ for three years I eat Lut once
1 tic day 3 amd what shall 1 do 10 accamplish
the (ast you e on me ¥ These examples,
1 sepeat, ase bt sare amongst our Christians.—
You will pry for them, Reverend Father, ana
fur Lian who fins the Lonour of being, &«

< Bentraxp, S.J7

.

Edrad of a il of the Bex. Louis Tussis, Je:
st Missionarg, lo a Fallg of the same Socily.
Palamcolts, November 6, 1311,
* RevereNd FaTasg,
* After sumc monhs devoted to the stuly of
shie Tamoul, 1 was seat tu a viilage near Aonr,

! sited nue.
3
t

“ At the first sight, 1 did not cousider wy
anlging over grand ; but siuce that 1 have in-
habited ethier huls jn the Mission where 1 am
now. the first appears tu e to hine bheen to-

| lerably rouuuuwwous,  For, although, s to fur~
1 wtnre, # was teduced 1o the most simple de-
: seripuon, §had, however, what was necessary *
«a bed of buards, itis wue, bat it wasa bed ; =

alamcoitall ; somietizues one is wamed, some-
j tunes another, and they -alinost smtle with sa-
+ usfaction when ali are uot wanted at the samne
ctume. 1 l:ad, moreuver, a window, and a win-
dow that gave hghs, a thing uucommon in the
j lndins houses.  “Fhe ancient plilosophers, whko
y prided themselhes sith baving need of liule,
- wouhi lave been according to their wish in this
: country : vur werthy Indians are philosohers
X without suspecuing it. How many things are
seguided by the stmugers as indispensable, of
wiuch they do not even imagine the use! They
; have uo business with a chair, bed,or table, &c.,
: ihe ground supplies for them the place of aib
tsese.  During ihe day, if they ish to see
clear, they open ieir door; in the night they
have the hight of a sort of sick-chamber lamp,
wluch aever lemves the hivle coninvesd for it i
the wall. K they are at adistance from the lighe
they daw near to ot Lt the lunp never -uits its
post.

« ] dwelled for some months in this finst Imbit
tation, leading a rathier solitary life.  Fortunme:
Iy § hadl a clever catechist, who gave melesvoRy
n the Tanmou! toague ; the difficulty wasto un-
derstand Inm: bt at kength, by dint of inakiog
him repeat his periods, and of turning over my
dictionary., } succeeded in conipreliending 1ho
catechisin which we expluncd together. Whilst
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awaiting the time when [ could converse with}lt appears that formerly the coast was more a-

the men, I made the ucquuintance of a lmlcl
friend, who, without saying a word, procured
for :ne some moments of innocent recreation.—
1 had tamed a pulm-tree rat, which willingly
kept te company : thus vretty lintle animal is a
species of squiriel, muck smaller than the squir-
rel of Europe; it is grey, with large black and
white streaks upon the back; its principal ar-
unament is a long, partyncoloured tail, which it
takes care 1o raige at every instant, to keep it
clean; its litle eyes are of an incomparable
Joveliness: continualiy on the werch, it flies a1
the lenstnoise. The one of which 1 speak fols
lowed me evervwhere, came upen wy person,
entered my peckets, and complained in a cry,
very like the singing of a bird, when 1 drove it
away. Alas! itdid not advance to old age;
when it found no longer the description of food
it required, it died of hunger.

¢ arrived at Tuzuctrin towards the end of
May. 1wassem, afier some days’ rejose, to
the Pear] Coast, there 10 nxercise the boly min-
istry. 1 had at firsta very advantageous idea
of this celebrated coast, which proaduces peari
and coral, and which { fizured 1o myself alinost
as a terrestial parmdise.  How the most vaunted
things suffer on being closely xeen! It would
he.difficuit to find ~ more melanchoely desert,
and one of a more monoionrous asp «ct, than this
arid sgom The villages of the Paravers, who
are pexrl-fishers every ten years, and fishermen
drilv are composed of some wretched eabing,
dbuily, or thrown here and there, witheut order
und without syinmerry, in the midst of tnoving
sands. These sands, drivex by n perpetual wind,
vise in such thick clouds, that the robhers ofien ;
¥ake advantage of thum to plunder the passen-
arerg, withowt being seen; they pencirnie every-
where, roll like waves around the houses that
shey Lury in their course, and change in a few
years the fuce of nn entiie Jocadity ; every day
dhe domain of cultivation dinrinishes, and vege-
2aton flies hefort ek cantinally rising tide.—
dnallthe places where i kave been, 1 have heand
eny guides say, ‘There, under these sterile
«dawns, vast and delightfal gardens lie buried.” -

greeable, and also moce peopled ; it we are to
believe: the traditions of the country, it contains
scarcely 2 quarter of its ancient inhabitants.

“'Three handsome churches are still to be
scen ; one at Vaimbar, another st Tutucurin,
and the third at ¥ xrp'mdﬁp'm'.un, and, by the
way, I must remark. that the niaps very inaccus
rately make of the latter plice two villuges—
Thesc churches, whick we dre assured,
built by a caprain, on account of a vow, if he
ahould eseape from atempesi, are of & size quite
disproportioned to the small numbher of the pre-
sent Paravers. I asked what was become or
the auncient Christians: 1 was answered, that
denth had extinguished several families; that
the others had !u*cn obliged by a scarcity 1o seck
their fortune e]:cuhcre, on all hands it was a«,
greed that formerly there was in the country a
vast deal more wealth than at the present day.

% The first religious act that ] performed upon
this coast was ot an interment. 1 had not as
vet been witness to this ceremony in Indin, and
I was greaily astonished at secing praciises so
different from ours. 1 was condurted to the
house of the deseased, a woman who liad died
in giving birth to her fisi child.  She was laid
on a state bed, around which all thie family was
asseibled. 1 was aliowed to conclude the
prayers very quictly ; bui I hiad no svoner finish-
ed than the reiatives flung themselves upon the
hody, with cries and frightful howlings. 1
knew not what they were going to do: it was
to embrace it, but with such strong ninrks of
affection, that the decensed never hefore in ail
vrobability received the like.  Same of her re-
latives repeated to her the most endearing o -
pressions, and the most sitited to induce her o
remain amongst them ; the others reproached
ber with lier hardsiess in leaving them so soon
all spoke to her at once, and in xuth a manner,
tiiat had the poor woman heen alive, she wouid
not have kuown to which to reply.

“ When the moment arrived for camying a-
way the corpse, the scene became sl more am-
mated : the relatives would not let it go, anst it
was not without difficeliy that it was rescue

were
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from their handts: each one pulled it in his di-
rection, each orte wvished to cmbrace it once
more ; they all had something to suy toit. At
length tiey becume resigned 1o aliow it to be
removed 5 all the family acé mpanied it to the
grave s when the mament cxme of consigning
it 1o ke curth, the cries, bidding ferewell, and
Laemations, reconumenced. 1 did not see the
conclusion 3 my duty being fulfilled, 1 retived.—
Wimt struck we partienbarly, was, that i the
midst ot all the deatonstrations of grief, ¥ saw
It few tears fall.  The whele appeared to me
orced, aud prepared according o usage; for
wsage regalates everything in this country, even
the feclings of the heart.

“In certain casies there prevails u very lauda-
ble cusiom. When the dyiug are in the iast
Ggony, the family assembles around the death-
bed @ at the oment of expiring all present
kreel down, and pray for the soul just depart-
ed; tears are forbidden until 1this pious ¢uty has
been discharged.  Gn the day of the deanth, all
the {riends of the deceased hichan repair to the
house of Lis nearest relutive, to mourn with
hiwy, and to share in his aifiiction ; they aecom-
pany him during the funerl coremonies, and
alsn take their last farewell of the deceased.—
Having reunned from the funerl, they assew-
ble at aa appointed place, and conclude their
condolence by an act which you will consider
singular, 1o say no more of it—they smoke
cigar each in token of monsning.

“The iznorance of this people is what affficts
the Missionary the most s the fatigue, the priva-
iinng, the sigour of the climate, are nothiug, in
compurisan with what he feels from the prevaik
ing darkness 7 inasinuch as the defivizney ofthe
instruction, united to the incoustaney of the In-
dians, causes freguent defections. A trifling in-
terest, a frivolons reason, is sufficient to indduce
several of thein to pass over to sehism, or to the
exterior profession of heresy.  When we shali
speak their language well, and that we shall he
in sufficient number to visit them several«times
w the year, we shall 1 hiope, effect much good ;
for the present we can ondy prevent the Catho<

lic faith from being completely extinguisheil
here; aud oar Christinns from ugnin  becoming
pagans.  Thig is something, certainly, but is
notenbugh for the heart of a Missiounry.

“ Xccept, &ec,

“ Louis Tassts,
« Missionary-A postolic.”
——
Association fer the Propagation of the
Faith.

A meeting of the Committee and Col-
lcetors of the Association for the Pro-
pagation of the Faith will be held in
the new Vestry, on Monday evening,
2d October, at 7 o’clock.

Catechistical Socisty.

The Monthly Meeting of the Teaths
ers of the Catechistical Society will be
held in the new Vestry, on Sunday af~
ternoon, immediately after Vespers.

—e—ae.

DBITIONAL Subscriptions towards the
New Church at the North End.

Messrs. Williain Jamieson, £5 0 0
John Hogan (24 hinif) 218 O
Patrick Coffey {Royut Artillery)- 18 6
Martin Somers -0 @
Michae! Buiger 100
David Condon 2.0 ©
John Finlan {1st half) 210 &
Pierce Murphy 1 0 O
Michae! Kiduey 100

Anonymouns s ¥
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i
To the Bishops, Clergy, and Laity of the Cathelic Church of British Nerth
' Auerica, Booksellers, &e.

HE SUBSCRIBER begs most respectfully to intimate, that he i appointed Agent for one of

the most extensive publiskers of Catvoric Books in the British Empire, of whom he wnl have

a regular supply of the Litenary TrEasures of the ‘Cartnoric Cuuren, both ancient and modern,
commencing with the oLy Scrirukes, down to the most Rev. Dr. Butler's CatecHisus,

The following is a list of 2 'part of those well kno®%n and desirable standard Works of Piety,

e i —
2

. HOLY SCRIBPTTRES.

DOWAY BIBLE, with notes, references, &c., new edition Svo. calf, or in Rawalealfts

DOWAY TESTAMENT, with notes, and an Historical lndex, &c., 12mo. bouna.
baRF:iEVES HISTORY OF THE BIBLE,new edition,considerably improved with 232 cuts, 12 mo

und.

REEVES’ HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, abridged by the Rev. W. Gauax.

MISSAL ROMANUM, new edition with Music, &c., 8vo. black calf cr embossed roan.

MISSAL FOR THE LAITY, new edition, with four new plates, 18mo. embossed roan..

. BUTLER'S LIVES OF THE SAINTS, new edition, with five plates, 2 vols. Royal, or with
47 pl;z‘t’rs. , 07 This new edition contains the same matter in 2 vols. Royal 8vo. that was in the for
mer 12 vols. :

MEM;)ISS OFMISSIONARY PRIESTS, by the late Ven.and Right Rev. Ricuarp Chais
‘LoNER, D. D. b
* CHALLUNER'S MEDITATIONS, new edition, complete in one vol. 12mo. bound.

MORALEXTRACTS, POETRY, &c. Sclections from eminent authors, histerical and diogra
phical, edited by A Lanpr. :

"THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN AND RELIGIOUS PERFECTION, by Arrnoxsos Ro-
BR10UEY, of the Sotiety of Jesus, in 3 vols.
5 T%E‘DEV.QUT CHRISTIAN, new edition,complete inone vel. 12mo. bound, by the Rt. Rev

. Hay.

THE PiOUS CTHRISTTAN, new ed!Son, complete in orte vol. 12mo. bound, by the Rt. Rev
Dr G. Hay. Revised and cotrected by theRev. Wih. Gordon, Catholic Clergymsn, Glesgow

,THE SINCERE CHRISTIAN, new vdition, complele in oie vol. by the Rt Rev. Dr. G. Hay
?ﬁs.dHE‘RBERT A ND THE VILLAGERS, or, Conversation on Christianily, 2 vols. 18m
‘vound.. -

IM{TATION OF CHRIST, by Thomas A. Kempis
JIMITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN, from the French.
THE DEVOTION AND OFFICE ot the Sacred Heart of our Losy Jescs Carist. Bound
tmoyand embossed in roan with plates.
‘CATECHISTICAL CONFERENCES on the Holy Encharist, by the Rt. Rev J. Lanigen, D.D
LOVISA, or the Virtuvbus Villeper, a Roman Cathelic Tale.
LIFE OF ST. ANGELA DEMERICI, and a history of the Order of St. Ursula.
GLORIES OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 2rd eilition, 18mo.
LATES OF BUTLER'S SAINTS, beautiful y engraved on steel, India paper.
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- PRATIRR BTORS.

URSULINE MANUAL, 2 collection of prayers, exercises, &c.; 18mo. embossed roan
~ TATHOLIC PIETY, by (he Rev. W. Gahan, the anly complete edition, 13mo. sheep, or in @m-
dossed roan, fine paper, with frontispiece.

GARDEN OF THE SOUL, or Matual of Spiritual Euercises, 18ino. shecp, or embossed roan,
Ent paper, with frontispiece. - -

KEY OF PARADISE, opening the Gate of Szlvation, 18mo. sheep, or embossed roan, fine paper
with frontispjece.

POORMAN'S MANUAL OF DEVOTION, 18mo. sieep, do. do  do. Double da.

KEY OF HEAVREX, a collection of devout prayers ; t&:mo. sheep, or embossed roan, with plates
" "PATH TO PARADISE, with four engravings ; 43mo.

do. . du. Diamond edition, do. “do. Tuek
' " CATHOLIC PIETY ; 32mo
Most Reverend Dr. James Butler's CATECHISM, do.  éo. Smnzllesr  do.

U3 Orders tn lowa or from the country addressed to * The Lundor Bookstore, oprosute the Gruas

Parade, Halifex, X. S will reccivs everyatientior
Mareh 4. JOSEPH GRAHAM G . P. &



