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THE

“4f any man epeak, let hine speak ar the oracles of God.”
“Thig'ds love, that we walk after his commardments.”

VOL. VL COBOURG, JANUARY, 1852. NO. L.

OUR NEW VOLUME.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

A reformer never rests. He has no opportupity, no time, nor is he
inclined, to repose. The world is his field—good and evil are before
him—and so long as he can contribute his mive to encourage the right
and lessen the wrong, Le has neither the lieense nor the will to cease
labouring. Life is too shert, sin is too awful, truth and holiness too
sacred and preeious to (Le true-hearted advocate of reformation to
prefer case and leisure to the hard and up-hill work always connected
with 1a0ral and religious amendment.

Our fellow-men groan, being burdened, with accamulated error.
How much thereis to be done!—how much for othess ! how much for
oursclves! ¢ Ve know mothing as we ought to know,’ and yet our
knowledge is far inadvanee of our piety and zeal. To talk about
reform, to write about it, to theorize, to philosophize, to carp and
cavil, to jangle and quarrel, will not and must not and cannot do.
This is not reformation. We must go to work. We must eater the
King’s vineyard and begin dressing in earnest—for our own sake, for
others’ sake, aud for the truth’s sske. Of necessity th¢ pruning-hook
must be used; but we must pluck and plant as the Lord’s workinen,
and in the love and power of the gospel. The Master and his model
must be before us. IIis humility must clothe us—his spirit guide
and imbue us, while engaged in his name and cause.

One year has gone, another has come. The year 1852 will never
come again. If we all live to be Methuselahs in age, none of us will
ever again see the current year after its days, weeks, and months are
pumbered. This is truly, with all of us, the “year of grace.” We
must then work while it is to-day. We know nothing of to-morrow,
Present time only is ours. To be idle is to die—to be active is to
live. The Master's eye is upon us. God is not mocked. Our pur-
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poses, our sympathies, our strivings, our labours are all open to him.
He will call us to account. e has said it—he will do it. There
will be no error in the reckoning of the Great Day. Shall we not
therefore realize, with deep and earnest concern, the sublime and sig-
nificant language of the apostle to the Gentiles: 7o them who srrx
Jor GLORY, HONOUR, IMMORTALITY, Ged will grant ETERNAL LIFE;
while to those who do not seck these, but Jove unrightcousness and
obey not the truth—God’s indignation and eternal frown.

Up, then, fellow pilgrims through the world,—let us walk and
work in the light, by the light, and with the hoht and thus be the

“gons of light” until called to dwell with the “saints in light.”
D. Ovrenant.

POSITION AND PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPEES.
NUMBER ONE.
We are, as a people, not understood by the community. Our aims,

principles, and position are all misinterpreted by our cotemporary

professors as well as those who make no profession. If we are fortunate
enough to succeed in securing attention to a few papers, written with
a view to correct misapprehension as to the stand we have taken, the
object of our efforts, and the principles which govern us, we doubt
not that those who are now the most inveterately opposed to us, will
not only cease their opposition, but cordially embrace what they have
hitherto despised and abhorred, not from wilfulness, but beeause
they lacked the means of judging of what they contended against.

And first—our name. Kind reader, you will find our name in the
Book of God; in the last will and testament of Jesus. This is say-
ing more for our name than can be said of the name of any body of
professors within the boundaries of what is called the ¢Christian
world; and althouoh a nawe is not everything, yet there is some-
thing iz 2 name. A Meshodist friend would not desire to be called
a Presbyterian, nor would a Presbyterian wish to be ealled a Baptist.
To call a Catholic s Puritan would offend him, and to say to an
Lpiscopalian that he is a Quaker would be an insult never to be for-
given. All professors think much of their name. Itisonly when
bard pressed with argument that they are heard to say, ‘ A name is
nothmg

The New Testament calls those who fove and obey Jesus. Dusciples.
The same authority, in view of the refation ‘they bear to each other,
calls them Brethren. In ancther aspect, they are called Saints. In
still another light, they are called Believers. All thes¢ names, as

gty
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THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 7

occasion requires, may be properly uaed in speaking of the people of

God under the reign of Grace. To our fellow-citizens then we re-

comniend with confidence the name or names we love. This lesson

has been learned frum the Lord’s creed. Fathers and mothers on

carth think they have a right to name their own children, and it

would be caccedingly unkind in any community not to honour and

respect the names given by parents; and has not the sovereign
Father of all a right to name his own people? Shall we not rever-

ence and respect any mame that Jesus is pleased to give to hig

chosen ones? Let us then be careful of speaking of a name as of
slight importance. Nothing which is of God, or of divine authority,

is unimportant. This, however, we design more fully to illustate as

we proceed.

Let us now speak of our creed, or what is sometimes called Con-
fession of Faith, or Book of Discipline. We have no new oreed. It
has been our convietion that there were too many erceds already, and
we would not therefore add another to the list. We have adopted,
not made, a creed. An apostle tells us that there are ‘lords many,’
and we who live in this age of the world.can say that there are ‘creeda
many.’ But as the apostle says that there is * to us but one God,
so we may say that there is to us but one creed. Ileaven has been
gracious enougb to indite and furnish a creed for the benefit of the
whole world  Men, in their wisdom, have disputed, caviled, divided,
a0d quarreled about this creed, and have taken upon themselves, at
various times and divers ways, to make other creeds. This isa work
in which we cannot and do not take part. We are not free to do any-
thing or to believe anything in religion without the authority of the
great Master; and as he has given no directions respecting constitut-

i ing boudsof union and communion, and as we have determined not to

move a single step in any direction without authority that is unques-
tionable, it will be seen that while we can attend to every duty pre-
seribed by the Saviour and his Twelve, we are not at liberty te go
farther than this without doing violence to the admission that primi-
tive or inspired teaching is perfect, requiring neither addition nor
subtraction.

But hearken further. Is not our position with respect to erceds a
safe one?  Those who make and use other Confessions, candidly ac-
knowledge that the Word of God contains everything that should be
believed and practised. They nobly admit that other Disciplinesand
Confessions are more or less perfect as they accord with the only
divine Book. What then can be lost in accepting as our sole religious
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guide the creed that aZ acknowledge to be perfect? Is it heresy to |
go up to the pure fountain of divine instruction ? Are we in danger
* of being led astray by constant and earnest appeal to the only volume
that God has given to men for the purpose of winning them to him-
self?  Are we less likely to know the Divine Mind by consulting
exclusively what that Divine Mind has revealed in words infallibly
arranged for the enfightenment and salvation of a fallen world?

. The oft-repeated season that we should accept of a creed other than
the living Word, 'is, that men are liable to misinterpret and misap-
prehend what God has said in that Word. Let us look at this can-
didly. 1If the first human ereed was framed upon the principle of
simplifying the divine testimony, with the design of enablingall to see
alike and unite all, it must be admitted by the warmest friends of
creeds that it signally failed; for have not creeds multiplied and in-
creased with every generation since the introduction of the creed
principle? This could not have followed if a creed framed by men
was calculated tu unite mankind and make them all see and feel
alite. And among all the creeds now in the Christian world, is
there one, got up by authority other than that of inspiration, that
unites men upon one great hasis? If this be not so, the argument in
favour of a human document making the Word of God simple and
uniting mankind, most certainly falls to the ground.

But is it not vnfair toward high Heaven, and uncourtcous to the
great All-Wise, to affirn that any man or number of inen can devise
and write out a more plain and better self-interpreting creed, expla-
natory of the deep Counsels of God, than God himsclf?

Enough however about creeds. We pass on to points of doctrine.
Paul speaks of ¢ sound doctrine,” and recommends the things con-
sistent with this doctrine. We conclude therefore that there is such
a thing as unsound doetrine. Here we agree, in the maia, with all
- cotemporary professors; but when we come to define what we regard
ag sound and unsound doctrine, we cannot always agree. Butin
avery case of disagreemant it is because either we or others will not
yield to the dictates of Heaven’s erced. The Spirit of God, speaking
through ‘the apostles, has told us what to believe, and it was designed
by the author and perfecter of faith that we should all alike receive
the ¢ doctrine aceording to godliness.”

We, as Disciples, glorify the Liord Jesus as our Teacher, Sacrifice,
Lawgiver, Redeemer, King, and Lord of all, in whom dwells all the
- fulness of the Godhead, having all power in heaven and earth. We
1| look to Him as our Instructor, our sovereign Lord, and our Saviour—
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a.:le to save to the uttermost. By Him and for Him were all things
made ; for Him and by Iim all things exist. He is Head of the
dlurch. He is God with us. Ifighest intelligences, principalities
and powers, worship IIim. Ile opens and no mar shuts; Ie shuts
and ne man opens. Better than ail this, and more to he prized by
| man, Iic forgives sins. e it is who made 1.an’s salvation possible,
bringing life and immortality to light by the gospel.

It will therefore be seen that we have no sympathy with any man
orclass of men failing to recognize and adore Jesus as the Immantel,
the IToly One, God mamfest in the fiesh. On this great and funda:

H mental topie, those who know us best testify that we are as evangeli-

e & e b A e

cal as the most orthodox. Misrepresentation was never more crusl
than that which attributes to us vicws concerning the character of
Christ which we as heartily abhor as the idolatry of the Hindoos.

We consider it a virtue, and not a fault, to cease speeulating about
the ever Blessed and Divine Redcemer. Our fellow professors often
speak of Unitarianisi: and Trinitarianism. We do not like these
terms. They are not in eur creed. God's spirit never dictated them.
Those who coin such terms, and those who use them when coined, are
responsible If the Great Teacher and his Twelve Embassadors
could teach the whole Christian religion, preach the gospel to the
world, establish the church, and build up the saints, without ever
onee using these terms, we assume that it is now too late to introduce
them into our religious currency. Nay, though they have been used
for ages and centuries, we determine net to encourage their use,
simply because they cannot be traced to the inspired primitive
teachers.

In like manner we treat Calvinism and Arminianism. They are’

opposite doctrines of which Paul, Peter, ands John knew nothing.
The art of religious theorizing had not then been discovered, and so
the simple fishermen of Galifee, whom Jesus entrusted with the affairs
of his chureh, neither received nor taught lessons on such subtleties.

Calvinism is not bad when it speaks of God's election and sovereign’

grace ; for all the grace of heaven is of the sovereign kind, and cer-
tamly all are elected in Christ who believe, receive, and obey the
gospel. And Arminianism appears to advantage when it tells us of
the freeness of God’s salvation, and the fulness of Christ's sacrifice,
and the readiness with which God welcomes the repentant sinner.
when he turns to Him by the gospel.

But the New Testament is not a speculative work. It reveals
great facts, tells great truths, enforces great precepts, developes great:

froe
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Jauhfully vow allegiance to kvm as owr sole Lawgiver. 'I'en thousand

WAL LT

love, offers great rewards, holds forth great sanctions; and by these
it proposes to rescue man from sin and bless him with the hope of
life everlasting. It is a Book for the honest and the humble, but of :
little service to the mere philosopher, speculator, or theorizer. The
ever adorable author of salvation never gave us s volume of eritieal
theology. Hence those who deal in this sort of article, whose lips ;
and whose souls are more engaged with she theories that bave been
forced into life since the last apostle died, than wish the simple and
soal-inspiring realitics of the hwly and lowly Jesus, find themselves
more at home amid the musty mathematical volumes which treat of
Unitarianism and Trinitarianism, Calvinisin and Arminianism, tran-
substantiation and consubstantiation, orthodoxies and heterodosies,
than in the company of inspired apostles and Christian prophets who
speak of tlic mission of Jesus from heaven to carth and his return
from earth to heaven, with all the divine, sublime, yet simple particu-
lars of his dying love, his rising power, his gospel, his people, his
grace, his glory, bis spiris, his church, his salvation. Shall we not be
permitted to speak out loudly against the innovations with which
the truth has been and is assailed, while recommending a remedy
preseribed by Heaven for all the leprows spots found on the body
ecclesiastic 2—There is a cure, an effectual and sure cure, 2 cure
which none can doubt, a simple and only cure, for the putrifying in-
fluences of the present schisms and distractions of ehristendom. The
Disciples are not the originators of the cure; but they know there is
a cure, and they know also ¢that they can name the cure, and they
likewise claim the privilege of giving it their best recommendation,
and of using it themselves.

What is this cure ?—It is spoken in one sentence: 7o exall Jesus |
above every teacher and every other authority, so that we shall wil-
Ungly st at las feet, humbly hear his words, practisehis precepts, and

disputes among rival parties would be settled in a moment by the
adoption of this simple remedy: for instead of arguing about the
meaning and the commentaries of an innumerable company of Doctors,
Bishops, and 1:arned Ecclesiastics, who have darkened eounscl by
words without knowledge, all our investigations would then be upon
the direct words, precepts, and esamples coming from the Fountain of :
all Truth; and here, eatching the spirit of the Master, in the study of :*
bis own teaching and model, we would not learn to cavil and strive
through pride and carnal ambition. ;

~

Our bighest guilt, our most heinous offence, consists in the adop- §

e ;
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tion of this simple rule,—that of going to Jerusalem to hear the Great
Teacher in preference to listening to the dubious and devious teach-
ings of frail, erring, and eftentimes crafty men. We praise, we exalt,
we cuphasize, the Word of the Lord We rush past every Doctor,
and crowd toward the Lord of Life. We will not listen to Assem-
blies or Councils in Edivburgh, Londen, Paris, Geneva, Constantino-
ple, or ome; but leaving all these in the distance we hasten on to
Zion the city of the great King. We fear not to speak against any
Doctor's or Prelate’s upiuion, rule, religious prescription, or mode of
worship; but we reverence, honer, and obey the.Divine Master. Is
this position, are these principles, shall such aims and views, be con-

tended against and spurned by our cotemporaries in society? Shall ¢

we pause for an answer.
D. OvriraanT.

—_—

DIALOGUE ON THE ‘SPECIAL CALL.
We find the foll :wing in the first volume of the Clhristian Baptist

which we commend to the consideration of both believer and un-
" believer :—

Cloreyman.  Why do you preach, secing you decry all preaching ?

Liditor. 1 donot deery all preaching. I have said that it is the
duty of cvery disciple to preach.

C.  But Low can they preach except they be senz ?

L. I presume there are no preachers upon carth who are sent in
the sensce of those words quoted from the apostle.

C. Yes; I belicve Iam as much sent as any preacher cver was;

 and if I did not believe that I was scz I would not preach a word.

E. Well sir, I find mysclf happy in mecting with a preacher sent

. from God. T will sit down at your feet and believe everything you

gay, only remove sume few doubts I have respeeting your mission.

C. I do not want you to receive all that I say. Judge for
yourself. .

E. You donot, then, believe you are sent by God ; for, assuredly,
if you were sent by God, I should be a great sinner not to believe
every word you say. For God would not send you to declare false-
hoods. nor to deceive mankind. —If you will then prove that you are
send,-I will examine no more for myself. I will believe what you say.
Who ever wassent by God with a message to men, that it was pot lawfal

-

and necessary implicitly to reccive upon his word? or, in other |

words, was it not highly eriminal im every instance, and the peril of

the hearer to refuse implicit faith in the word of every heavenly mes- .

senger ?

C. 1do not pretend to plenary inspiration; but I contend that I
am sent. of called by God, to preach. )

Z. To Preach what?

C. The gospel.
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L. What do you mean by preaching the gospel ?
(. I mean to make it known.
E. Youare not, then, sent to usin this region, for the gospel has

been made known to vs already by such preachers as leave us without !
excuse ; whom, if we believe not, we would not be persuaded though

one rose from the dead. I mean Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and
Paul and Peter, if you please. Have you anything new to add ?

C. Ido not mean to make it known as if it had never becn read
or heard before ; but to make known what they have said about it.

E. You mean to explain it, T suppose.

C. Yes, and to enforce it upon the attention of mankind.

E. 'Tomake a fact known is to preach, and to explain the mean-
ing of that fact is to teach. DBut on your own views 1 would humbly
ask, Did ever the Father of our spirits send one class of preachers to
make known his will, and afterwards send another class to explain

i their message and to enforce it ?

C. Yes, ke sent the apostles to explain the propbets.

E.  And he sent you to explain the apostles; and, by and by, he -

will send other preachers to explain you; and so explanations will
never cease, and new missions will succeed cach ather till time be no

more. Your saying that he sent the apostles to explain the prophets, |
i3 not more ingenious than Tobiah's saying, “ He sends the cvent to |

explain the accomplishment of prophecy.”

C. And arc there not many things in Paul's writings ¢ hard to be |
understood, which the unlearned and ignoraut wrest to their destrue- !

tion 27
L. Ihope you do not suppose the explanation of these things is
preaching. But as you and many of your brethren often cite these

words, will you hear a remark or two upon them. 1t is not the

epistles that is the antecedent to # Zois,” but “ the things” mentioned
by Peter. I need not tell you that epistoluis is feminine and hols
neuter ; consequently, it is not the language or style of Paul that is
referred to in this passage, but the things themselves of which he
spoke. Fowever, Ilay no stress on this distinction, as we admit the
scriptures arc often wrested—but by whom? DPeter says the un-

tcachable, (wmathets) not the unlearned, but, as Macknight says, !

. “the unteachable” and the double-minded ; and these are always the

learned or those who think themselves wise.  You know that the Ro-
manists infer from these words the necessity of an infallible inter-

preter. Their words are,  The seriptures are not sufficient for de-
ciding controversies concerning the articles of faith; and the decision -

of these matters is to be sought from the Catholic church.” But the
misfortune is, that the Catholies do not tell us “whether it is the
Pope alone, or the Pope in conjunction with his own clergy. or a gen-

- cral council of his bishops, or any particular council, or any other body

of men in their church distinguished by 2 particular denomination.”
This is good policy; for all those to whom they bave attributed in-
fallibility have erred, as they are constrained to admit.  And I think
you will admit that none now differ more about the meaning of serip-
ture than the learned. :

—_ O S [amniuii ity




C. But do yo 1 not say it is the duty of ull disciples to preach,
and what are they tcpreach, and to whom ? :

L. The disciples can preach only in the same way that Moses
was preached, being read in the synagogues. This they may and can
do, either by delaring the same things ziva zoce, or by reading the
gospel and rexhibiting its evidences to them who either cannot or
will not read the Evangelists and the Apostles. :

C. But have they not heard already ? and can you, on your own
principles, make known to them what they bave already heard ?

L. They have not all heard ; for there are children born to the
disciples, which it becomes their duty to disciple to Christ, and there-
fore Christian parents stand in’ the relation of preachers to their own
children. There are also some parents that are not diseiples, and
consequently their children are brought up in darkness. Now, as
every disciple has access to these, it becomes his duty to instil
into their minds, as far as human agency can extend, the words of
eternal life.

C. Ves, and miserable preachers the mass of disciples will make
—can't put three sentences together—not one in ten of them can ex-
plain one verse intelligibly. “And you will set the women’s tongues

* loose too, and they have always been too troublesome even when
. under every possible restrant; but you have removed all barriers

and turncd them loose upon 1s.—Believe me, sir, your principles are
of a disorganizing character.

E. And to what is the incapacity of the disciples to preach and
speak intelligibly owing? Doubtless to their religious education—
to their teachers. Every person who bas ideas upon any subject can
communicate them. If his ideas are indistinct, his communications
will be so too; but if his perceptions are accurate and clear, his ad-
dresses will be plain and intelligible. But you who occupy the palpit
are the very persons to blame for this incapacity. This pseless and

" senseless way of talking, which you call preaching, into which the old

pagans led you, is the very way to make the people ignorant, to con-

" found, perplex, and stupify them. This everlasting sermonizing !

what good 1s in it? It rcsembles nothing that is rational in all the

. compass of thought. A B professesto teach arithmetic; he gets a
© class of forty boys from twelve to fifteen years old, we shall say. He

tells them to meet once a week and he will give them a lecture or 2
sermon on some important point in this useful science. The first day
he lectures on the cube root for an hour. They sit bookless and
thoughtless, heedless, and, perhaps, often drowsy, while he harangues
them. He blesses them and sends them home, to return a week
hence. They meet. His text is arithmetical progression. He
preaches an hour; dismisses as usual. The third day of the meeting
up comes vulgar fractions; the fourth, rule of three; the fifth, addi-

, tion; the sixth, notation; the seventh, cube root again, &e., &e.
Now in this way, I hesitate not to say, he might proceed seven years

and not finish one accountant. Who ever thought that & science or
an art could be taught this way? And yet this is the only way, I

' may say, universally adopted of teaching the Christian religion. And

o
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80 it is that many men have sat under the sound of the gospel (as
they call it) for forty years, that cannot expound one chapter in
the whole New Testament. And yct these same Christians would
think it just to prosecute by civil law that teacher who would keep
their sons four or five years at English grammar or arithmetie, and
receive their money, and yet not one of their sons able to expound
one rule in syntax or arithmetic. They pay the parson—they are of
maturer minds than their children, and they have been longer under
his tuition, and yet they will excuse both the parson and themselves
for knowing just as little, if not less, of the New Testaw-.at, than
their striplings know of grammar or arithmetie.

.C. Then you will reduce the Christian doctrine Zv a level with
common arithmetic, and you suppose that christianity ean be taught
just as easily as arithmetic. '

E. Youprofess to be a Calvinist, if I mistake not; and do you
not suppose that a diseiple is as capable of being taught christianity
as arithmetie, provided he is “a subject of divine grace.” and you
know that otherwise he would not be a disciple on the Caulvinistic
hypothesis. Butupon either the Calvinistic or Arminian hypothesis,
a disciple of Cbriet can be taught the Christian religion in a proper
course of education as soon as he can be taught any human science.

C. And so you suppose there is nothing more grand, sublime,
deep, or unsearchable in the Christian religion, than in a human
soience, such as arithmetic ?

L. That does not follow from my assertion. There are many
thinge incomprehensible and sublime in various sciences; but a per-
son is said to understand and to be able to teach them, who is not
able to comprehend and explain every topic connected therewith.
Many persons can teach arithmetic very well who do not understand
one proposition of Euelid’s ratios.

C. But it isonly when the Spirit of God accompanies the preach-
er’s words that the people learn; and that Spirit is not at the com-
mand of the preachers.

E. T koow of no passage in the New or Old Testament that says

that the Spirit of God accompanies any of our preachers’ words.  Be-
sides, the disciples arc the sons of God, and have the Spirit of Christ,

and are therefore every way qualified to learn, under a proper teacher,
according to your own hypothesis. But, sir, they can never be taught
the christian religion in the way of sermonizing. Public speeches
may be very useful on many occasions; bit to teach a church the
doctrine of Christ, and to cause them to understand the Holy Serip-

tures, and to enjoy them, requires a course essentially different frop |

either hearing sermons or learning the catechisui.

C. 1 wish to resume sundry topics in the commnenceracat of our
interview, but will have to postpone it for the present.  Adieu.

—_—

31> One of the fathers of the church in Virginia, preached on a
certain occasion, a Sermon en Christian Experience. One of his
hearers went to him, and asked him how long it took him to compose
that sermon. The preacher replied gravely, * ABouT TWENTY YEARS.”

4
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From the Millennial Harbinger.
THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND ITS SUPPORT.

[It is most industriously asserted by those who set themselves in
opposition te -our prineiples, that we, a5 a people, reject in toto the
idea of a Christian ministry. Many things indeed we have said
agaiost a crafty human ministry, but against the Lord’s chosen and
called ministers no one has heard us offer an opposing word, nay, we
love, henor, and extol them as the messengers of the King eternal,
immortal, and invisible. We ask a candid reading of the sub-
joined, in view of the charge against us se often and so boldly repeat-

ed:—D. 0]
1 The affairs of the whole universe are conducted by ministers. God
4 4| does nething now in his own pérson. In creation, he made his own
, word the immediate executive-of his will. His word wasan imper-
2 gsonation of his power. “ He spake and it was done.” He commanded,

and the universe began. Hence originated tbe primordial title of
the Messian. ¢ In the beginning was the worp, and the worp was
with Ged, and the worp was God.” « All things were éy him and for
him,” and © without him was not anything made” that ever began to be.

In providence, as in nature, God works by ministers. * He makes
the winds bis angels,”and “ flames of fire his ministers.” Inlegisia-
tion, Moses, his minister, and the angels, waited upon him in Mount
Sinai. The nation of Israel received the law through ranks of angels
standing between them and God.

In redemption, too, his prime minister was and is the Messiah. He
came out from his presence ; and baving finished the work given him
to do, returned to the bosom of his Father and his God. John the
Harbinger was the angel of his presence on earth, and not only an-
nounced his arrival, but prepared a people to receive him in the pro-
per rank and dignity of his mission. He chose his ministers, and
sent them to herald his coming to the lost sheep of the house of Isracl.
These he called apostles.  « As my Father,” said he, ¢ constituted me
his apostle, so I constitute you my apostles to the world.” He com-
missioned apostles ; and after he received the kingdom, on his return
to heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit as his “ apvocaTe” and minister to
inspive evangelists, prophets, pastors, and teachers, for the edifying of
his body—the church. The church thenceforward became “ an hab-
itation of God through the Spirit.” She, also, sends out her mission-
aries, or creates her ministers, by the authority of her Lord and King.

Now, the questions, the eardinal questions immediately before us,
are: What vs the nature and character of the Christian Ministry?
How s ¢ to discharge its functions ? And in what manner 2o be sus-
tained ? So much has been said and written on these subjects amongst
us, that, were it not for the continual influx of new converts and new
communities into our body ecclesiastic, little more would be necessary
to be said. A community, however, like that which has risen up, by
our instrumentality, out of so many ecclesiastic communities, contin-
nally growing by new accessions from without as well as from within,

—
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needs ling upon line, precept upon precept, here a little instruction
and there a little more.

It is confessed, that every organized body should have a head con-
genial with itself. A secular body or an animal bedy, with a spirit-
ual head, would be as much a monster asa lamb with a leopard’s
head, or a leopard with alaml’s head. Such monsters arc chosen by
infinite wisdom to represent a church or spiritual community with a
secular or political bead. A church of Christ with a secular sword
in its hand, and a secular head, in the person of a King, a Quecn or a
Pope, is fitly represented im prophetic symbols as a monster, with o
plurality of heads. Every body, indecd, of every class, having two
heads is a monster.  Such are the Roman, such the English, and such
are all politico-ccclesiastic, and ecelesiastico-political, bodies.

These, all true Lrotestants, and especially all true Reformers, do
cordially abjure. But all agree that a church of Christ should have
two classes of ministers—a domestic and a fereign ministry ; one for
building up the church at home, and for founding new communities
abroad.

Elders or pastors, and deacons, belong to every Christian church,
invirtue of its character and design, as an organized spiritual com-
munity. Preachers or evangelists are its ministers abroad, These
are called missionaries, because sent and sustained by the ehurch;
but evangelists, from the pature of their work. They preach the
gospel, baptize the converts, constitute churches, and set them in order.
These all are not secular, but spiritual officers. They must, howerver,
live in the world, as well as in the church. They must, therefore,
have the means of living from some source. Whence should it come ?

. From the church or from the world! The Lord has himself settled

shis question: “ Even so hasthe Lord ordained, that those who preach
the gospel shall live by the gospel.”

He has not said thatall the officers of churches shall live by the
gospel; but he has ordained, that they who preack the gospel shall
live by the gospel.  True, indeed, in many places a Christian man may

t be an elder of the church and preach the gospel publicly, and from

house to house; and such are to be accounted worthy of a liberal
maintenance.

Now, the question is, by whom shall they be sustained in this work ?
Must they look to the converted church or to the unconverted world
for their food and raiment ?  Few, in this comparatively enlightened
age, would arguc that the wnconverted wordd must pay, or be expected
to pay evangelists, for endeavoring to convert them. This would be,
in politics or national economies, to require foreign nations to pay

+ foreign ministers, while attending upon the business of their own
- nation.  Yet this is virtually, and sometimes formally, done by some
- of our Pedobaptist communities, and perbaps by some others.

‘Who carries around that subscription paper soliciting men of this
world to support a Christian evangelist or a Christian pastor, while
they are laboring to convert them, alias, preach the gospel in that
meeting-house, village, or hamlet? I have seen sundry such solici-
tors. True, they do not say, in se many words, “ How much will
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/| you give the ministry of this town or vicirity for laboring to convest '

yoursclf, family and necighbors?” But they will say, “ How much
will you give tv scttle such a minister and preacher of the gospel
amongst us?  We much need such a*man, and he,may be a blessing
to us all”

Very frequently it happens that neither the solicitor nor the soli-
cited, are the members of the ehurch. And what is thisbut to request
a people to pay some one to endeavor to convert them? But, still
worse, should it be intimated to such contributor that he is doing any
thing pleasing to God or advantageous to his spiritual interests.
Would not this be to teach that the gift of God is to be purchased by
i{ money ? .

The apostles, prophets or evangelists, named in the New Testament,
.\ never solicited, or employed others to solicit for themselves, any sort
;| of support from those they sought to convert. Every principle of
;| Christianity is adverse to such a procedure. An English prelate, com-
pelling tythes and church rates from those who have never heard, or
will hear him, or his curates, preaching any thing called gospel or re-
ligion, is quite as rational, consistent or religious, as any one called a
;| dissenting minister soliciting, receiving, or consenting to receive,
i money, from those he is laboring to convert. .
| But why argue such a question ? 'Who does it? No one contends
for it, some one will say. I take no pleasure in affirming or in prov-
{ ing such allegations. But name the Pedobaptist community that
! does not practice it. “ If none but Christians contribute to the sup-
| port of the Christian ministry,” some of them have said, “the Chris-
| tian winistry should be starved out of the world.” I presume that
!
|
!

this is true of such a winistry as is sometimes called “ the Christian
ministry.” But true it is not, of a true Christian ministry ; for sucha
. Cliristian ministry was at the beginning, is now, and ever shall be till
i the Lord comes. But it belongs not essentially, and scldom or ever
accidentally, to any by-law established church, or to any socicty that,
by infant affusion, receives the world into its bosom as soon as born.
It may be asked, is the evangelical ministry, or are our missionaries
and evangelists to support themselves? This is, indeed, a grave and
boportant question, and is not at once to be answered either by a
yow or w nay  There are cases in which apostles supported them- |
/| selves by their own labors, and cvangelists have often doneso. But
has the Lord so ordained? He has not, we fearlessly affirm. But
he has not inhibited, in certain cases, certain persons from so doing
There is no law against generosity, no statue against magnanimity, no
precept inhibiting noble and generous deeds. DBut there is an op- .
portunity allowed to every Christian man, if his ability, his pleasure, '
or the wants of socicty require it, of imitating God, as a son of God,
i1 by giving to all and receiving from none.
(| But it is not always prudent and benevolent to do so. Better, in
|| some respects, that” Paul had written a few more epistles and man-
| ufactured a few less temts. Beiter he had demanded support from
| those whose duty it was, and who had the means, to support him, and
A preached a little more. Better, I say, but for the benéfit of a noble




example. Still, if th  ..ample be not followed, a positive loss accrues

-them, and will not write because no one has written to indemnify them.

‘| groundwork of animadversion, we re-publish then. before proceeding
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to the Saviour's party und cause. It will, however, accrue, not because
Paul made tents when he oughd to have preached and wrote, but be-
cause other men will not preach at all, unless tents are first made for

In the long run, Paul may have converted more men, in all time, by
his manual labors for his own support, than he would bave done had
ke not 8o nobly acted. He differed much in opinion with some very
respectable modern ministers. He had a divine model in his cye;
one who said, “ It is more blessed to give than to receive ;” but some
Anglo-Saxon clergyman read, It is more blessed to receive than to
give,” and so command it.

But to our object in a more dircet line. Tf the world cannot be
asked to support the Christian ministry, and if the Christian ministry
are notb to support themselves, except when they refuse support, then
how is the gospel to run and be glorified ? The conclusion is inevitable
—the church must do it, or it can never evangelically be done.

COMMUNION:
‘ No. L
A few intelligent, honest, well meaning brethren, have, in the past,
taken us to task for our views on the subject of communion. Ior
their benefit, but more emphatically for the benefit of the ¢ Christian
multitude’ who comprehend not the first seriptural principle of com- !
munion, we propose a few essays on this topic. We proposed giving
attention to this at an earlier day, but doubtless nothing will be lost
finally by delay.—As the following scntiments, contained in a letter
to Mr. Davidson, a Baptist Klder, in our paper for 1830, were the

farther. We ask no quarter from any souree while delivering our-
selves on this subject. Nay, we rather invite investigation. Teach
and be taught, is our motto: .

Upon the subject of open and close eommunion much has been
gaid, much written, and much disputed. Like all other subjects, the
question of communion has its extreme advocates. Some argue stout-
ly for the duty of puiting a mark so broad and deep upon the sheep
of their pasture, and keeping the gate of their sheep-fold so well guard-
ed, that all sheep not having that certain mark must be strictly and
unceremoniously excluded. They are ready to acknowledge that
there are other sheep, over whom the Great Shepherd watches, in
whom he takes delight, and who will finally number with those who
shall be gathered together in the everlasting fold. These rigid logi-
cians, snd double safety-valve communionists, are justly styled strict
Baptists, or as they call them in one of the Carolinas, *hard-shell
Baptists.” Excellent spirits! They expect to sit with some in the ]

1
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kingdom of God in glory, with whom they now refuse to sit at the
Lord’s table in his present kingdom of grace!

Then. on the other extreme, we have the loose or open communion
advocates. They are a pliant race of professors, more zig-zag in their
reasoning, as well as in their practice, than the wanderings of the Is-
raelites in their wilderness journey towards Canaan. Some of these
uuscrupulous fold-keepers throw open their gates wide enough for both
sheep and goats, and calves and horned cattle, never thinking it among
the # essentials” to calculate where the church ends and the world
begins ; or rather perhiaps taking for granted, asa part of their creed,
that the world is all church and the churck all world.  Many of them,
however, only go so far as to admit the pious, not considering that there
are piouns infidels and worldlings as well as pious professors.

Neither of these extremes, by divine authority, is to be approved.
Itisunnecessary to philosophise upon which should have the preference.
To oppose one extreme by introducing another, or to make a choice
of evils. has long been the policy of the learned, the great, and the
wise; but the kingdom of Chri.t and its laws are very different from
great men's fancies concerning expediency. Whatever is seriptural
is right ; whatevei is unsecriptural is not right—no matter whence it
comes, or by whom practiced or plead. We care not for customs or
popularity.  The apostles are good leaders, and the primitive church
a good model.  'We pass Edinburgh, Westminster, Geneva, and Rome,
with all their Doctors both living and dead. with all their creeds both
old and new, and with a firm foot go up to Jerusalem.

And, asrespects communion, what did they do in Jerusalem ? Think
you, my friend. had they a party table? My persuasion is that you
will respond withme, No; they hud thetable of the Lord ! 1t was the
Lord’s table, on the Lord’s day, for the Lord’s people. With them,
it was ngt close communion, nor open communion, nor mixed com-
munion, nor any communion of the kind ; but the communion of saints,
or the saved in Christ. Party doctrines, party prejudices, party
reasonings, party interpretations, party lovings or hatings, were not
“essential” to their feast at the Lord’s board. It was Jesus and his
dying love that brought them together. They loved their Saviour.
They had obeyed him. They therefore delighted to remember him
in the supper he specially appointed for this purpose; and no human
alliance or earthly affinity operated as a bond of union or communion
atthe table of the Lord.  The proof of all this, permit me to say, is
in geod keeping, and if called for, will in due time appear. Itismy
opinién however, that most, if not all that I now assert you will not
feel disposed to gain say; butif I am mistaken, my defence is ready.

The Disciples, in their weekly gatherings, in imitation of the prim-
itive model, spread the Lord’s table, seat themselves around it, and
invite all who number with the saved—all who acknowledge the ¢ one
faith, the one Lord, and the one baptism”—to partake or commune
with them. We have a supreme eye to the Lord, and to his institu-
tions, and not to human confession or sectary alliances, when we re-
ceive the loaf and the cup. Itis with the Saviour's chosen people,
those that the oracles call brethren in Christ, that we associate and
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commune, according to the express injunction of Christ himself, and
the example of his followers when corruption and sectariapism had
yet no place in the church.

But perhaps you ask how we know our brethren in the Lord, or
what rule we follow when sitting at the table of fellowship. Our in-
fallible Guide-Book prevents all difficulty. To it we appeal, and abide
its commands and models. Qur own feelings, views of expediency,
theological opinions, educational prejudices, and religious likes and
dislikes, have nothing to do in settling the question ; but it is settled
for us, and we submit both with pleasure and profit. ~ If you ask for a
more definite knowledge of our practice, and desire to ascertain how
we know who are our brethren in the Lord, the answer is alsoat hand.
Every one that believes that Jesus is the Christ—who has eonfessed
him as the one Lord~and who has openly obeyed him in having sub-
mitted to the baptismal death and resurrection.—every professor, I
say, who has thus shown that he has the “ one faith,” acknowledged
the “one Lord,” and yiclded to the “omne baptism,” is divinely and
not humanly introduced into a state to recsive all the privileges found
in the Christian chureh’; for through faith, and obedience of faith, he
has passed from the world into the Lord’s kingdom, where every subject
has a divine right to all the “means of grace” which this gracious
kingdom affords.

Our fellowship, then, you perceive, is not Baptist fellowship, neither,
in the party sense, is it Diseiple fellowship ; but it is the Lord’s fellow-
ship for those who fellowship the Lord. In other words, to commune
with any who is called a brother, we ask not'if he is a Baptist, or a
Disciple, or neither; but we ask if he believes in Jesus, confesses him
as the only Lord and Saviour, and if he has put on Christ after the
primitive fashion. Thus you see that we stand upon lofty ground, far
above the peaks and pillars of partyism. All whoare * in Clirist” are
cur brethren; God has received them, and we receive them; and the
New Testament tells precisely who are in Christ so plainly and palp-
ably that doubt and wavering are excluded. Whether, then, you call
this close communion or opeu communion, is, to me, of little conse-
quence ; it is doubtless the communion authorized by the Head of
the church, and strongly rccommended by the apostles’ practice.

Baptists, on the subject of communion, arc almost as consistent as
other parties. Iu advance they are not. To go no further back than
the last two years, and to go mno further from home than our own
country, what shall be said of the twenty-eight thousand Baptists of
Canada quarreling and splitting into distinct fellowship on account
of the Roman rigidity of some, and the looseness and waywardness
of others? I.ask not who is the most to blame in this affair; this
has no true relation to the roal question itself; forif the Baptists as
a body had been well instructed in ¢ the doctrine of the kingdom,”
no such rupture and division could have transpired. But apart from
the fact connected with the making of two bodies of Baptists in this
country, cast and west, I was about to say that the Baptist bible had
lost some pages in this western scction of the province, if we may
judge from their ¢ theory” snd “ practice.” At present I will only

=
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allude to one circumstance, to show how certain it is that your brethren
have become minus some pages of scripture, and the necessity you
are thercfore under of resorting to other counsel. Here is one proof:

Elder Bettes, one Lord’s day last June, after preaching where
Disciples met, took a seat with them at the table of their feast, and
pavtook with them of the divine emblems. Not many days after, two
Baptist Tlders. one whose name is Pyper and the other Davidson,
halted at the place where Mr. Bettes usually preached; and then
and there, fricnd Bettes, if Tam correetly informed, was called upon to
make a special confession of the sin of communing with disciples, and
to promise, for the future, to be a more Zegular Baptist. Is this
true? I shall be happy to learn that you acted differently and more
seripturally. But if otherwise, let me inquire of you as a candid
man, if you once thought of acting in accordance with the Bible, or
whether you had not supreme regard for ¢ Baptist practice?” I will
not however dwell upon this circumstance ; forit has been introduced
only by way of illustration; for I have notlaid up anything against
you or against the Baptists on account of it.  Still, so far as the gos-
pel as preached and exemplified by the apostles instructs me better, I
aw willing to * show a more excellent way.”

There is a singular scrupulosity among all parties in relation to
communion. Not unfrequently we find professors of different denom-
inations praising and praying with one another as Christian brethren,
treating and viewing cach other as the chosen of the Lord; and yet,
when the emblematic supper is to be observed, the one is to the other
“as a heathen man and a publican.” This is partyismin its freshest
bloom, and its perfume is anything but pleasant. Its doctrine and
its language to others may be interpreted thus :— You are dear breth-
ren, beloved on earth, and will finally sit with us in heaven; but it
would be painful; inconsistent, and sinful to fellowship you now in
Christ’s church ! '

Now, on account of the confusion of our religious phraseology, and
the complex nature of party questions, I am not sure that you will
understand me. If you have supposed from anything I have said
that we hold loose views of communion, or that our views lead to a
loose practice, I will at once protest against your interpretation of the
language I havesemployed ; for while the Disciples freely fellowship
without exception those who nnmber among the saved, they consult not
party opinions or human confessions to learn who ¢the saved” are,
but look into the “word of grace,” the “ sure word,” in order to govern
them in this important item of behaviour in the house of God.

Enough, however, at present, on the subject of communion. My
next will probably touch upon Baptist conversions and revivals, and
Baptist associations ; after which I shall make aipause to hear from
friend Davidson.

st Noy., 1849. D. Ovirnant.

France has thirty-six millions of people, and less than two hundred
Sabbath Schools in the entire country. The single city of New York
has more than that number, with double the attendance of scholars.
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OUR CO-OPERATION.

Lramosa, Jan. 12th, 1852,

My Diar Brotner :—Your communication of the 18th ult., came
40 hand en the 31st, and & mecting of the Committee was 1mmedmtely
called. Fora special resson the meeting was adjourned for a week,
and took place yesterday.

I have to inform you that your proposition has been accepted, with
the wunderstanding that you will not be obligated to labour beyond
the current year.

The churches are to be requested to pay into the treasury as soon
as convenient, a portion of the amounts promised, and as soon as
practicaple & remittance will be forwarded to you to enable you to
leave home.

Brother Black expects to commence labouring in King within two
weeks from this date. It hasbeen thought advisable to expend some
labour this winter in the Lake Huron settlements. Please say on
receipt of this, when you will be able to join Brother Black, and how
long you may be able to labuur, &e., addressing your communication
to me.

W. Ovurenant, Sec. C. G.

Brother D. Qliphant.

—

Cobourg, 31st Jan., 1852.

Dear BrotHER :(~—Yours of recent date arrived in mv absence on
a visit to brethren East, and zonsequently it has remained unan-
swered till new, excepting the note which was sentby sister Oliphant
to advise you of the fact of my having left Cobourg for a season.

In reply to the enquiry concerning the length of time that can be
devoted by me during the current year as a proclaimer, my present
intention is to labour from seven to nine months. I will be in the
field nine, ten, or more months, provided it be at all possible ; and it
may not be in my power to labour more than six months, I am of
opinion that some seven or eight months may be occupied in the
work contemplated, within the year.

Respecting the period of commencing, I look forward to the 20th
or 25th of February as a time that may be suitable. An carlier day
perhaps may be fixed if judged important. Brother Black and I will
probably agree mutually respecting the period of labour before each
successive return to our homes. Attending incidents, openings, and
circumstances, not now to be calculated, will doubtless have a bearing
on our counsels and course.
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The calls for labour and labourers, as the brethren with whom you
1| associate and co-labour are already advised, have never been more
frequent or more urgent than at the present moment. We scarcely
can tell from which direction comes the loudest call, cast, west, north,
il or south. Most of them too are spgeial calls, wherein the voice of
God is more certainly feund than in the dreamy impressions of many
a sincere ‘oul who thinks he has heard a voice from the upper
world.

Your letter speaks of the north-west as particularly interesting in
& missionary point of view. While I acquiesce in your proposition,
permit me to suggest that there is a region of country between the
River Trent in Seymour and the western border of lake Simcoe, in-
cluding Pummer, Mariposa, and Brock, which presents inducements
for labourers’ efforts not generally realized because very imperfectly
known. Is it not time to break in upon this extensive region of
country ?

But I must close my letter, bidding you and the Committee adieu
for the time being.

Yours in gospel bonds,
D. Ovirnant.
To Brother W. Oliphant, Secretary.

PRAYER.
No. L

4 Prayer is appointed toconvey the blessings God desigus to give;
“ Long as they live should Christians pray, forenly while they pray they live!”

This is somewhat paradoxsical! They should pray as long as they
“live ! and yet they live not, only while they pray. ‘Thisimplics
that there are Zwo lives. There may be animal life without prayer.
Spiritual ife is enjoyed only in Christ. We put him on, as did Saul
of Tarsus, “calling on the name of the Lord.” While we ¢ count
ourselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” we pray without ceasing. The stanza with which we
began is no nearer a paradox than Paul's declaration to the Gala-
tians, i1: 20— am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life whicik I now livein the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.” His life as a sinner——and as a Jew—was given up—
orucified—dead and buried! With Christ, the immortal, he now
lives. His affections are now placed on things above where Christ
sitteth at the right hand of God. Ie secks the things that are

B Sy




" ard intrusion—where, if he please, he can speak aloud to God and |
" converse with him as a man can with his friend. 'Tis true there are
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above: Peace, and life and joy eternal are above ; for these he secks.
His citizenship is in heaven and ke holds converse with the King.

e expects his return; and he wishes to be familiar with him that he

may not be ashamed before him at his coming. The disciple enjoys
this life, now, enly while cultivating the spirit of prayer. With
those, whose company we love, we take great pleasure in holding
converse. However highly we may estimate our devotion, conscience

always speaks to our own hearts condemnation when we delight not |

in secret prayer and devout meditation before our God.

So long as it is written, “ Men ought always to pray’—* Pray
without ceasing’—* Pray always with 2ll prayer and suppli:ationin
the Spirit—for all saints”—* Continuing instant in prayer”— In
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your

; requests be made known to God;” (Luke xviii: 1; Thes v: 17;

Eph. vi: 18; Rom. xii: 12; Phil. iv: 6) the man of conscience—
who has pledged himself to Jesus the Messiah before high heaven,

will studiously endeavour to walk with God. Iowcver loud may be |

his boast that he has renounced all erceds, disciplines, and confessions
of faith but the Word of God alone, if he enter not daily into his
closet to call upon the name of his Ifeavenly IFather, he is either a
hypocrite or self-deceived! No command of Jesus is more explicit
than # Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut the door. pray

to thy Father in secret.” (Matt. vi: 6) Ten, thousand different |

motives may induce us to call on the name of the Lord in the pre.
sence of others. and not one of them be pleasing to our Heavenly
Father ; but no one can imagine a constant recourse to some place of
retirement, where none but God can see and hear, but a desire to
serve and obey the Lord. Kvery Christian, then, should have a
place where he can shut himself from the world—from all interruption

oceasionally found minds possessing such powers of abstraction that
they can shut themselves up with Godin their studies—workshops—

. on their farms—as they walk by the way—or in the crowded thorough-

|

fare. Such minds can hold communion with their own hearts, and
with their God, under, almost, any circumstances. They ean shut
out the world and say, Stand thou here while I go yonder and worship.
But these are uncommon minds—minds trained by long study for
this state of abstruction. Counsiderate disciples of Jesus will not
presume too much om their powers. - They will retire from every
thing that will interrupt their meditations and carefully and prayer-
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fully examine themselves brfore the Lord—confess their sins—pray
for strength to combat the world, the flesh, and the devil—pray for
their enemies—for all men and for all saints.

Much hag been said and written relative to the cdification of the
congregations of the Lord—bringing forward the various gifts pos-
sessed by the members—public and social prayer and exhortation—
and also the necessity of a greater number of vangelists; and
much more might be added, and the great importance of these duties,
then, not fully disclosed. But where duties se obvious as these are
neglected—where professed disciples of the Lord ean have their at-
tention frequently called to these things and yot no good cffects result,
there is something back of all this present duty that is neglected !
Where strife, division, ill will, censoriousness, and unkind spirits
manifest themselvesamong those who profess to be guided by the book ;
write it down for certain that such persons do not live and walk
with God—they seldom if ever retire to their closets to examine
their thoughts, motives, words andactions inthe light of the New
Covenant, and, as in the presence of Jesus Christ. It is this lack of
secret devotion and devout reading of God’s word that makes us so
weak and sickly—so ineffieient in all our efforts in his cause. Had
Israel refused to gather and eat manna sent by Ieaven to nourish
and strengthen them, they had all died. They must gather it every
if day too! Astonishing that Christians—especially those who boast
il of their reverence for God's word—will not learn that they too
il must feed on God’s word in prayer, meditation and by doing
his will every day in order to advance in their journey towards the
heavenly Canaan.  How many endeavor to live on the ordinances of t
the Lord’s day and the Lord’s house for a weak and a month ¢ and |{
. then surprised at their leanness!! The wonder is that they do not ||
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. die outright!  What hypoerites! Pretend—yea, pledge themselves,
. before God from week to week to be guided by his word—and never
" spend an hour in sceret prayer and devout reading of his word!
", Many such complain of the waywardness of their children—their
' losses—want.of success in husiness and various trials, and yet they i
“ refuse to acknowledge God in any of their ways, and seldom pray that
their paths may be dirccted by Him. I

Many neglect reading the Scriptures and prayer in their families.
Weare pained at least to testify that we have known a few overseers
¢ of the congregations of the Lord who had no other form of religion in
' their families but a stale “grace before meat.” But O how cold—
.’ how heartless—how destitute of the holy unction were all their
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ren! When such men come together to hold meetings ; to do anything |
publicly for the cause of God it is like bringing to"ethcr so many |
icebergs.  The more you collect around you the colder the {
atmosphere! Such men are rather a curse than a blessing to the
congregations of the Lord.  Withont frequent visits of Evangelists
from other congregations their flock would continually diminish and,
indeed, soon become extinct. And, where the Bishop neglects the
worship of God in his family, the truth of the old maxim is soon dem-
onstrated: “like priest—like people!” Such communities asthese—
such Christless, prayerless “disciples”—have often made the glorious
cause of truth to stink in the nostrils of those who knew only that a
Christian should “walk in wisdom toward those without”—and at
least shouid be a man of truth. consistent and prayerful!

But where family worship is habitnally neglected there is some |
thing—as above stated—hack of it' The closet has been forsaken! |
—or it never was habitually resorted to f!  For no Christian with a |
family and dependents around him can habitually study the word of
of God and regularly repair to his closet without feeiing the impor-
tance of training his family for the service of the Lord. In such a
state of mind he must go forward or forsake his closet.  Ilc must
worship God in his family or become a conseience smitten baclslider.
Some cxcuse themselves with the plea that they bave not the talent
—the gift—or the information necessary to teach their families and !
pray vocally with them: but, before God they know that the grand |
reasen is they do not obey Jesus! They enter not their closets—
they do not pray to God in seeret.  Were they to do so persevering-
ly they would soon triumph over all timidity. They would soon
cultivate such o familiarity with the Lord in their closets that they
would not foar to speak to him before the Kings of the Earth. The
plea of a want of talent,—of kuowledge to pray in the presence of
others, is a more hypoeritical pretence ! Canhe not thank his neigh-
bour—nay, the greatest man in the land, when he feels grateful for
favors besiowed 2 Can he not ask a friend for what he needs? ‘Tis
true that some men's diffidence is suck, that this requires an effort—
a great struzgle ; but none but an idiot would say, ¢ I eannot do it;”
especially when great benefits have been conferred, and when we fec
truly thankful. .

Thus it i3 with prayer. We acknowledge his greatness, goodness
and mercy. We thank him for his word—for life—food, raiment for
all things —~we ask for all he has promised to give,—for every thing

i
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we desire, and from our inmost soul endeavor to say “ thy will be
done”  DBut many, so much occupied with forms of prayer, voczal or
written, that, unless there bea formal beginning or ending, call no-
thing prayer. When such persons do engage in prayer it is generally a
form and nothing more. From such Christians may the Lord in
mercey deliver his church ! ’

Men who do not pray——habitually—daily in their closet,had better not :

tale any part in the religious exercises of the congregation. God’s
blessing will not attend their efforts—unless, indeed, the first one be
to make an honest confession of their prayerless lives and a solemn
pledge to reform, and in future to obey Jesus in all things

W. W. Earox.

Feom the Chrisuan Observer, Toronto.

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL.

The Western Recorder thus hurls the assertion that the distinctive
errors among some of the baptized churches are the fruits of the
believer’s baptism, upon the head of his opponent.—ichigan Chris-
tian erald.

“It is remarkable that the most notable errorists aunong the Bap-
tists. as sct forth by Dr. Rice, were formerly Pedobaptists—aye,
Preshyterians ! Mr. Campbell was raised after the most approved

tashion of Presbyterianism.  Whatever errors he may now entertain,

and may have formerly promulgated respecting the efficiency of the
baptismal wateis, 16 is very certain he never learned them of the
B. stists. e brought them with him from * Holy Kirk! They
were portions of the filth attached to his garments when he came
amongst us.  We have not seen a sentiment of his respecting the
design of baptism, which gave more importance to the ordinance than
is given-to ic inthe Westminster standards. Indeed. he has not gone-
so far as do ail the Pedobaptist formulas, whether Papal or Protest-
ant.  Mr. Campbell.in his most extravagant amplification of baptism,
never clained that it did more for a deliever, than the whole Pedo-
baptist world have taught that it did for both delicvers and unconscious
babes  Bat whatever his errors on this point are, we repeat they
were devived from the Pedobaptists, and not from the Baptists. He
learncd them in another school than ours. Against them the con-
fessious of the Baptists, their churches and their ministers, have
ever uttered constant and emphatic protestations.

“*But Dr. Rice has suffered his zeal and his temper to betray him
into an act of gross injustice. Ju charging Mr. Campbell, with deny-
ing the regencrating influences of the Holy Spirit, and with fraterniz-
ing with Arians, Universalists, &c¢, he has disregarded all the facts
in the case It is well known that we have battled the peculiarities
of Mr Cnampbell for years. Fver since'we became a member of the
church. with whatever of talent and influence we possessed, we have
opposed what we have csteemed to be his encroachment upon the
truth. Mr Campbell has written much, often in great haste. and
under the influence of an excitement produced by a conflict with the
entire religious world. He has published many things in by-gone

|
|
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years, under these circumstances, which, to say the least, seem to
Jjustify the statements of Dr. Rice. But Dr. Rice had a protracted
debate with Mr Campbell some eight years ago. That discussion
furnishes no authority for the above sweeping charges. Mr. Campbell
most cmphatically maintained the regenerating influences of the
Holy Spirit. All candid men have decided, that upon that subject
he was, at that time, as sound and as orthodox as Dr. Rive, or any
other man in the evangelical world. And it is notorious, too, that
during the last decade of years, at the shortest, no man in otir country
has waged more carnest, if more successful warfare against all forms
of Unitarianism: or has asserted and sustained the divinity of Mes-
siah with more cogency and distinctness, than Mr. Campbell.  And
his opposition to Universalism, it is equally notorious,-has been firm,
constant. uncompromising and esterminating. In short, excepting
his “metaphysical nousense” on the design of Baptism, which we
ascribe solely to his Presbyterian education—on all other great and
fandamental truths of our holy religion, we unhesitatingly declare
that we esteem Mr. Campbell as orthodox as any man of his day and
generation.  We donot say that this has been «Zicwys, but that it is
now the case.  This is no hasty opinion of ours. It has been delibe-
rately formed. after a carcful and eritical investigation. We pub-
fished it more than six years ago,,2nd hundreds cen bear witness,

- that since then, publicly and privately, everytwhere and upon ail snit-

able occasions, we have expressed the same sentiment. Our maxim
is==f Let juistice be done, if the heavens falJl’ We scorn the mean-
ness, adopted by too many, of trying to put Mr. Cantpbell down by
the ¢mad dog’ ery. Respect to the truth, to aay nothing of the ser-
vices of Christianity, forbids such a course. But encuglr en this
_point.”

B OUTSPOKEN.
The Shepherd of the Valley is a paper published for the Roman
Catholics in St. Louis. The editor, laying aside the ustal caution
and reserve which characterize the Papal leaders generally in this
country, speaks out his sentiments in plain language. !

Having taken us to task for sympathizing with the cause of freedom
in Burope,in the same number of his paper he discusses the question
of religious toleration. That our readers itay see the true spirit of
lI}iom:mism; we make some extracts. 8peaking of the Romish €hurch,

¢ says:

« ’Ipl'xe Church, we admit, is, of necessity, intolerant; that is, she
does every thing in her power to check, as eﬂéctnally as circumstances
will permit, the progress of ctime and errox. Her intelerance follows
necessarily from her claim of infsllibility.”

Again:

“ These sects, where they have not the power fo tyrannize, are suf-
ficiently prudent to disclaim the will; the Church, which is always
the same, disclaims indifferentism as a false and dangerous principle,
and under no circumstances does she seek to conciliate the populace

at the expense of truth. She has imporfant doctrines to propagate ;
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she is not indifferent to their spread; and she will at all times use
such lawful meansas shall be found most effectual for the propagation
of truth and the destruction of ‘error. She knows of no error which
is not more or less associated with crime, amd she asserts that every
priuciple is injurious in proportion as it is false. Heresy shé inserts
in her eatalogue of mortal sins; she en”ures it when and where she |
must, but she hates it, and direets all her encrgies to effect its de-
struction.”

It has been charged by Protestants that the spread of Romanism
would tend to the overthrow of religious freedom inour land. Hear
the editor on thissubject: .

« The practical toleration to which we are accustomed in our age
and country, is not a result of any principle of Protestantism; it is
not the consequence of any doctrine; it has been brought about by
the force of circumstances; it is owing to the faet that no denomina-
tion can pretend to exclusive dominion; it will last only so long as
this state of things continues. If the Infidels, the Mormons, the
Presbyterians, or the Catholics at®any future time, gain a decided
supremacy, it is at an end.

 If the Catholics ever gain—which they surely will do, though at
a distant day—an immense numerical superiority, religious freedem in
this country is atan end. 8o say our enemies. So we belicve it.”?

Look again, Christian reader, at this avowal of a leading orga@of
the Papacy in our own republic: «If the Catholics ever gawn an
immense numerical superiority, rdigivus freedom in this couniry is
U at an end.” Have their most determined opponents ever charged
i anything more 2 No wonder that he closes his article in the following
strain : ‘
“We have said that we are not the advceate of religious freedom,
' and we repeat it, we are not. The liberty to believe contrary to the
iy teachings of the Chureh, is the liberty to believe a lie ; ihe hiberty to
! think otherwisc than as she permits, is the liberty to abuse the mind,
. and pollute the imagination ; from such liberty may we and those we
't love at ali times be preserved I”? :
| But as if this article was not sufficienily strong he adds another in
it the same issue. The Mirror, a paper advocating Romanism in Eng-
i land, published anarticle avowing that the Church was and ought to
: be intolerant—that all .declamation about liberty of conscience,and
. religious worship, uttered by Catholics, was designed to deceive Pro-
| testants,and that 2 man had no more right to own his religious opinions,
. than he had to the money in his neighbour’s pocket. This article the
. editor of the Shepherd of the Valley defends! e says that it was
% orobably imprudent bt certainly correct.” He adds:
. “Certainly it ¥ news to us that the man who defends the civil

punishment of heresy, advocates an anti-Catholic or anti-social doe-
[ triné. Our forefathers did not think so, and we are not better that
. our fathers. The American Catholic of the nineteenth century is not
- likely to be more thoroughly imbued with the spirit of his religion,
" than the BEuropean Christian of the ages of faith. The nineteenth cent-
+ ury has no Jesson of charity to teach the disciples of a St. Thomas, a St.
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Dominie, a St. Bernard, ora venerable Bellarmine. At any rate, we
préefer their guidance to that of our modern liberal Catholics, who
would rather see their frignds.go to hell, than offend their delicate
sensibilities by warning thesr of their danger.”
Here the civil punishment of heresy is distinctly and unequivoeally
" sdvocated, and the revival of the Inquisitiowr is more than hinted at.
8t. Dominic, who was rendered so notoriously in history by his con-
nection with that terrible system of oppression, is held up as the pattern i
for Papists of the nineteenth century. f
We, however, have no fears ¢f the triumph of the Papacy. We are
pleased to see the Romanists speak frankly out, that we may know
- where to meet them., There will be a conflict; but in the rapid
spread of science and art, in the diffusion of a literature embodying
freedom of thought, and, abeve ally in the tramslation and universal
diffusion of the word of God, we recognize the agencies for the over-
shrow of tho “ man of 8in."~ Western Christian Advosudc.
o S—

AMERICAN  MISSIONS.

A brief summary of the statements made in our notices of the
several Missionary Societies of this country may be desirable. The
enterprise of Foreign Missions began, as we have seen, in 1810, with
thé® formation of the American Board. "Whatever had been done !f
previous to that period, was confined to our own continent, and that iy
on a comparatively small scale. Within the forty years that have !
clapsed, there have beeu organized in this coentry sisteen distinet
Socicties or Boards of Foreign Missions, exclasive of such as have
ceased to exist, or have been merged into the Associations included !}
in this numbsr. !

The order of their formation is as follows. The American Board §

i3

was formed in 1810; the Baptist Missionary Union in 1814 the
Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society iw 1819; the Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society in t833; the Protestant Kpisco-
%al Board of Foreign Missicns in 1835 ; the Reformed Presbyterisn
oard in 1836; the Presbyterian Board and the Lutheran Foreign
Missionary Society in 1837; the Baptist Free Mission Society in i}
18143 tlie Baptist and Methodist Societics at the South in 1845; and i}
the American DEissionary Associationsin 184G. Of the remaining (f
Societies we have not obtained the date of formation.

The Missions sustained by these various bodies are ezelty-three in
number; and are located in €hina, Siam, Burmah, India. Ceylon, if
Persia, Syria, Turkey, Greece, West and South Africa. the Sandwich
Islands, the West Indies, and South Ameriea, and among the North
Auwmerican tribes of Endians. The number of ordained Missionaries
labouring in these fields, is theree leundred and fifty-feve.  The number
of assistant labourers, so far as given in the reports, is seven hundred
and twenty-six; it is probably as large as seven hundred and fisty.
This would make the whole number of missionaries, ordained and .
lay, employed in foreign lands by the Aimerican churehes, aboat
eleven hundred.

The published statement of the number of churches and communi-
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cants connected with these missions, are not complete. So far as
reported, there are about three bundred and twenty churches, and
about forty-five thousand communicants, in the missions of the Ame-
rican Socicties. The Mission Schools sontain in all upwards of ¢hirty
thousand scholars. : .
The total amount of receipts for foreign missions during the year
1849-50, in the United States, was about six hundred and three
thousand dollars. Of this sum, the portion contribyted by Preshy-

terian and Congregational churches alone, amounted to more than [}

two-thirds; the. receipts of the American Board, Presbyterian and
Associate Reformed Boards, and Missionary Association, being about
four hundred and two thousand dollars. -

From the dates of the origin of these Societies 1% will be observed,
that but few of them have yet attained Yo the age of maturity. Ouly
three have existed, in their present shape, for more than twenty years.
And of the more recent of them, the greater number have but very
lately begun to turn their attention to the foreign field ag all. It is
to be notieed also that while the larger Socicties have become insome
degree stationary as to the ammount of their income and the rember
of their labourers, the smaller bodies give every promise of rapid de-
velopment.  Se that it mway rcasonably be expected, that another
quarter of a century will witness a great increase of missionary effort
in our churches, notwithstanding the fears occasioned by the apparent
staguation in some quarters.—N. Y. Obscryer.

BEATH ©F MOSES STUART.

One of themost learned, able and useful divinesis no move.

Moses Stuart, Professor of Sacred Literature in the Andover The-
ological Seminary, departed this life on Sunday last, Januarye 4th, in
the 71st year of his age.  lle was born in Wilton, Conn., on the 26th
of March. 1780; and after graduating at Yale in 1799, acted as tutor
in that institution for two or three years. He was for some time
the principal of the Academy at Weston, €t., and afterwards pursued
the study of law, which he abandoned for the gespel miristry. He
was settled in 1806 as a pastor of the Central Congregational Church
in New Haven, Conn. He was called to the Professorship of Sacred
Literature in Andover Fheological Seminary, in 1810, and continued
thirty-eight years to discharge his duties in that office. No other
geacher in our land ever instructed so many papils in the department
of sacred criticism. s writings are voluminous, and seme of them
highly celebratzd. Ile possesscd great acuteness of mind, and en-
thusiasm in the pursuit of truth, that gave a point of pungancy to his
writings, terrible to his opponents, and not always safe to himself,
As a controversial writer, be was threfore in a high- degree spirited,
racy, and learned, trzcking a question with untiring industiy through
all the mazes of oriental lore, and maintaining the interest of the
reader by his own energy. Long ago, he was familiarly spoken of at
Andover and elsewhere as the Raspy, a title which he never a_ssented
to, but which was significant of the estimation in which his great
learning was held by those whoknew him best.—
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L OBITUARY.
' Lramosa, Janvary 24th, 1852.

Dear Broturr Ovrenant :—T take the opportunity to write a few
lines for the Christian Banner, hoping you may find a place for them.

In memory of my poor departed friend and companion in the Lord,
though my loss is great, yet T am sure that it is her gain. She was
taken ill on thé last day of Feburary last, and she died on the 18th
of May, 1851, aged 32 yearsand 12 days. IHer complaint was Con-
sumption. :

And nowmay God grant that I may end my days ashe may think
best, that I may meet my dear companion in the regions of eternal
bliss, where parting shall be no more. May we all be prepared when
the Lord shall call. ’

Where are the friends that to me were so dear,

Friends that I loved, in their grave so low, ’
Hopes that I cherished are fled from me now,

And O, where shall [ but to the Lord go?

I remain yours in the Lord,
Samver Sorer.

B3&" The Christion Banner is designed to be the suecessor of
the Christian and Witness ¢ and therefore it appears in its place as
vol. 6. No correspondence making prominent allusion to the name
or work succeeding the Witness of Tyuth or preceding the Christian
Bannery will be admitted on our pages. D. 0.

IF A communication from Walpole, offering some strictures on
some remarks in one of our Nos. for last year, was received and laid
away for publication ; but by some means it has been misplaced, and
we cannot now pat our hand upon it. If the writer will re-write and
forward to us, we shall freely permit him to speak out. D. O.

—_——

% “Copy” from St. John came too late to be all inserted in this
Number. :

————— e

A gentleman who had listened attentively to a long, diffuse, and
highly ornamental prayer, was asked by ene’of the members “if he
did not think the minister was very gifted in prayer 2’ « Yes? he
replied, “I think it is as good a prayer as was ever offered to a con-
gregation.”

—_——
There were five Sundays in the month of February this year.
This will not again occur until the year 1880.




