THE PLEASANT LAND DESPISED,

NumBERS XIIL., XIVs
Beloved, do our hearts indeed say
““We are o1 our way to God ?”

Do we believe that, with the innumerable throng
of the redeemed, we shall soon sing the everlasting
anthem of praise to the Lamb? Tt is astonishing
the simplicity of heart. there is when we believe
that “ we are on our way to God.” Whenever the
soul has really got hold of this. believing in God,
knowing His love, that He has brought us out of
Egypt, and that we are on our way to Canaan,
there is a spring of heart that surmounts every-
thing. There may be a great many things by the
way to exercise our hearts and thoughts; but if this
feeling predominates, they only come in by the
way. If my mind be fixed on present circumstances
and present difficulties, and on God's helping me in
them, there will not at all be the sume spring of
joy. For then I make God to be simply the ser-
vant of my necessities. The heart rests and centres
there, and God sinks down into a mere help in time
of trouble. It is quits true that “ God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in time of
trouble ” (Ps. xlvi. 1) ; but to bring Him down to
be only this changes the whole aspect of things.

Himself, as our portion, is infallibly ours. If our
hearts are fixed on being with Jesus in His rest and
glory, on being in the “ Father's house,” our own
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present difficulties have the character of difficultics
by the way; we can then rise over trouble, how-
ever felt. And our thoughts about God are not
merely that He will help us in the circumstances ,
in which we are—our hearts being fixed on Him,
we live in the freedom that arises from the constant
certainty that all that is Christ’s is ours.

It is important to have our minds fixed on the
hope of glory which is set before us.

One form which unbelief takes is the not having
this hope fresh on the mind. Supposing I had to
live twenty years, tie next thing to my heart ought
to be the glory. In the children of Israel unbelief
took many forms; one character of it was that
“they despised the pleasant land.” (Chap. xiv.31;
Ps. cvi. 24.) Now very often there is in our hearts
practically, though not wilfully, the despising of
the pleasant land. I am not speaking of any
doubtfulness as to the land being ours. If there
were something that a friend had given me as a
great treasure, and I was sure of its being mine,
and yet I looked at it but seldom and cared to
think of it but seldom, this would be a proof (not
of certainty respecting its being mine, but) that I
despised the thing, that I had no real value for it.
This is very often the way we treat the heavenly
glory that belongs to us. We do not question the
truth of the promises ; but, when our souls are not
dwelling upon and delighting in the glory that is
set before us, there is a ‘‘ despising of the pleasant
land.” It is too much the case with the saints.
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And no occupation with present things—with pre-
sent duties even—can make up for the loss of peace
and comfort there is to the soul from not dwelling
on the things which God has laid up in store for
them that love Him, (1Cor. ii.9) as its own things.
Instead of God’s being the strength and fulness of
our present joy in the midst of present tribulation,
as it is said, “ We joy in Ged” (Rom. v. 11), we
only make Him a help in time of trouble. There
is weakness and infirmity instead of rejoicing in
God. The heart being brought down here and kept
down, it brings down God after it (so gracious is
He, that He will even come down), instead of ris-
ing above present circamstances up to God.

Of course this character of unbelief will not be

manifested in the hearts of the saints as it was in

the children of Israel, but in measure, it is the same
thing. '

The “ spies " (Num. xiii. xiv.) had been sent by
Moscs, at the command of Jehovah, to search out
the land of Canaan, “ which ” Jehovah said, “I give
unto the children of Israel,” and to bring of the
fruit thereof. The Spirit of God, personally dwell-
ing in present witness in us, takes of the. glory of
the Lord Jesus, of the things of the land of promise
(that true Canaan, of which faith says, My land),
and thus shews us of our portion.

“So they went up, and searched the land,
from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehobh . . .. And
they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down
from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes,




52

and they bare it between two upon a staff; and
they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs,
The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of
the cluster of grapes which the children of [srael
cut down from thence, And they returned from
searching of the land after forty days., And they
went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all
the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the
wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back
word unto them, and unto all the congregation, und
shewed them the fruit of the land,  And they told
him, and said, We came unto the land wither thou
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and
honey; and this is the fruit of it,” (Vers. 23-27.)
There was no gainsaying the report of the spies,
these grapes told of the goodness of the land, It
was a land that produced such fruit. So, when the
Holy Ghost brings the earnest to us of our joy and
glory, who would gainsay ? who does not feel that
it is worth anything by the wuy to get there—the
earnest is so sweet ?

“ Nevertheless,” said the sples, “the poople be
strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are
walled, and very great, and moreover, we saw the
children of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in
the land of the south; and the Hittites and the
Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the moun-
tains,” &c. When the people heard that there were
difficulties, there began to be restlessness and un-
easiness amongst them.

“And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and
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said, I'at us go up at once, and possess it! for we
are well able to avercome u . (Vel. 30,) He was
strong in faith,

“ But the mon that went up Wlth him, said, We
be not able to go up against the people; for they
are stronger than we. And they brought up an
evil report of the land which they searched unto
the children of Israel, saying, Theland through
which we have gone to search it, is a land that eat-
eth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people
that we raw in it are men of a great stature, And
there we saw the giants, the scns of Anak, which
come of the giants; and we were in our own sight
as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.”
(Vers, 30-33.) That is, they get hold of the
thought of the pe ple in unbelief: and venture to
deny all that they had previously said, when they
see that their report was not received, The first
thing they told Moses was the simple truth, that it
was a very good land ; but when they sec this un-
belief. at work in the minds of the people, their
Judgment res, “cting it is quite different, and they
say, itis a very bad land. The whole sense of the
goodness of Jehovah in giving them the land is
gone, and cuusequently they break down in despair
when looking at the difficulties by the way. There
is not merely distrust about their overcoming these
enemies ; they loose the sense of the goodness of
the land, and then they have no encouragement in
their difficulties. Their state becomes weakness.
Just so with the Christian ; if I lose the joy of the




54

glory, the difficulties T meet with by the way are
insurmountable, for my heart does not know what
it has to contend for,

This and more will be seen coming out in chapter
xiv. “And all the congregation lifted up their
voice, and cried, and the people wept that night,"”
&e. When, in the first freshne.s of their setting
out, their sin had manifested itselt' (bad as it was),
they did not lay the blame uapon God; they said,
“This Moses, the man that brought us up out of
the land of Egypt.” (Ex. xxxiii.) But the moment
this unbelief gets hold of their hearts, the desert
becomes thoroughly and insupportably painful to
them, and they say, * Would God that we had died
in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died
in the wilderness! and wherefore hath Jehovah
brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that
our wives and our children should be a prey ? weie
it not botter for us to return into Egypt? And
they said one to another, Let us make us a captain,
and let us return into Egypt.” (Vers. 1-5,) See
what a miserably wicked state of unbelief they had
got into, 80 as to attribute to Jehovah Himself
their trials and difticulties. This is a snare to which
even Christians are exposed. We are conscious
that it is the Lord that has brought us up out of
bondage, and hence when trials come upon us our
hearts are apt to say, This comes of my being a
Christian, the Lord has brought me into these diffi-
culties. Now, had Canaan been on the hearts of
the children of Israel, they would have said, Thank
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God that we are thus far on our way to Canaan,
Let the difficultics be what they might, if they had
felt, By the word of Johovali we have been brought
here, there would ave been thanksgiving and not
murmuring. But they stopped at the point where
they were, instead of looking at it as but a step on
the way to the glorious land before them. There
was the pretence of thoughtfulness for others—
their wives and children, though in rpality it was
only selfishness,

Verses 6-9, Joshua and Caleb speak of the ex-
¢eeding goodness of the land, and add, “ If Jehovah
delight in us, then he will bring us into this land,
and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and
honey, Ounly rebel not ye against Jehovah, neither
fear ye the people of the land ; for they are bread
for us; their defence is departed from them ; and
Jehovah is with us: fear them not,” Their con-
fidence is in Him.

““But all the congregation bade stone them with
stones.” The moment that was spoken which
should have cheered the people, it brought out posi.
tive hostility.

Verses 13-19. The intercession of Moses comes
in, based on the testimony Jehovah had given
of Himself. (Compare Fxodus xxxiv. 6,7.) The
principle of it is this, the perfect identification of
Jehovah with His people. He presses on Jehovah
that His own glory is bound up with the preserva-
tion and blessing of His people inseparable from
them,
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Two things result. Jehovah acts according to
the faith of Moses, as He ever does according to
the faith that is in us (ver, 20); but He sends the
children of Israel into the desert to remain there
until all the men that came up out of kgypt fell,

There is another thing also to notice, When the
children of Israel will not go up in faith into the
promised land, Jehovah sends them a long way
round the desert, Two things accompany this:
one as the result of it, the other pure grace, 1f
they have to march round the desert, Jehovah can-
not leave them alone: He must go round with
them, guiding them by His pillar of fire and of
cloud all the way, His grace abounds over sin,
Secondly, Caleb and Joshua must go the long way
round too. They had not gone with the people in
their evil; but as to the pain and trial of the march
which the unbelief of the others had caused, they
are obliged o go along with the people, and to bear.
a part of it. This is what we must make up our
minds to. If the church has failed, we must make
up our minds to accompany it in its course of sore
row, though not in its course of sin, As far as
Caleb and Joshua were concerned, there was the
exercise of grace, und patienee, and love. It was
blessed to them, for God was faithful in keeping
them, whilst the rest fell in the wilderness. Caleb
is able to say, at the end of the forty years, that he
is a8 strong for war as at the beginning, “both to
go out and to come in.” (Josh. xiv.) But the faith-
ful, though they had the consciousness that God
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was with them, were obliged to accompany the un-
faithful in their course of sorrow, arising from the
position into which they had brought themselves.

This is our place, In the spirit of love, of pati«
ence, and of humiliation, we have always to take
the place of those who have sinned, See Daniel,
Though himself' personally righteous, Daniel cone
fesses the people’s sin as his own, saying, “ O Lord
+ + « « We have sinned, and have commited inijs
quity . . . . to us belongeth confusion of face,”
&e, (Dan, ix.) The sin and evil of those who have
sinned should be confessed by the remnant, who,
though not partakers of the sin, must yet be par.
takers of the consequences of it, sutfering in all the
afiliction with true sympathy and tellowship.

In applying this practically to ourselves, what
was it that led to the very nced of their having Je-
hovah with them on the march? The sou! not
being set on (their not having their affections occu-
pied with) the blessings of the promised land. And
that which we have o seek is that our souls may
**abound in hope, through the power of the Holy
Ghost.”  The Holy Ghost dwelling in us becomes
the earnest of those better things in our hearts;
and reveuls to us that it is Jehoval’s land, the land
which He has given us, that He is bringing us into,
It wo are uble to say, This is the fruiv of the land
which Jehovah has given us—if our hearts’ affec-
tions are dwelling on the land, all the strength of
the Anakim is as nothing. No matter, then, as to
preventing us from getting there, what may be the
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trial and difficulty by the way. But the moment
we lose the consciousness of what is ours, the mo-
ment we forget that Jehovah has given us the
land, difficulties and trials occupy our mind, and
become too great for us; we fall under the power
of them., This results from our losing sight of
what belongs to us in hope. We cannot have our
hearts fixed on Canaan without being conscious that
Jehovah's strength is with us,

If I rest in circumstances I am apt to blame the
Lord for bringing me there. Nobody ever thought
of the blessedness of being with Jesus in the glory,’
and of being like Him there, no one ever entered
in spirit really there without being conscious that
it was Jehovah's strength that would bring him
there, Then all in the way is a mere circum-
stance,

What I desire for you and for myself, beloved, is
that we may avoid *despising the pleasant land.”
And do not let us say that we are not despising it
if we are not thinking often about it. If weare not
- thinking of Jesus where e is, and of being with
Him there, we are “despising the pleasant land.”
May we “hold fast the contidence and the u;;onung
of the hope firm unto the end.”

We must not suppose that the scripturcs do not
supply to the new man the details of the glory that
belongs to us. But they are details known only to
faith. It is only just so far as we are in present
communion with the Lord that weshall understand
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and enjoy them. Memory will not do. There is
no possibility of exercising memory about the ob-
Jects of hope. We must be filled with the Spirit.
That which will fill up our joy is Christ Himself
who fills all things. We find a fund of detail about
the glory when we know, by the power of the Holy
Ghost, what Christ is for us—Chuist glorified. Just
as the poor robber (taught of the Holy Ghost)
could state the whole life of Christ, though He had
uever known Him before, as if he had been His in-
timate friend, saying to his companion, * This man
has done nothing amiss,” so the soul, when taught
by the Holy Ghost, has Jesus as the object of its
affections, and nows and realises it. The mind
then: becomes . cupied with the object of its hope
in glory, and the individual is able to say, “ I know
whom 1 have believed, and am persuaded that he is
able to keep that which I have commitied unto
him against that day.” All the circumstances
which happen to us only come in by the way, In-
stead of having the thoughts down here in the
trouble, bringing God down into it, we are lifted
clean out of it into glory., This sets us on our
‘“high places,” when, otherwise there would be the
feeling in the heart, *“ Why hath Jehovah brought
us unto this land to fall by the sword ?” &c. The
Holy Ghost delights to take of the things of Christ
and shew them to us. (John xvi. 13-15.) -

The Lord give us, in realising the fulness of
Jesus, to have our souls in the sweet savour of
divine delight in Him, dwelling by faith in the
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promised land, that we may know what our hope
is, as well as what is the ground of our hope. And
ever let us remember that it is not by any effort of
memory, but by the power of communion in the
Holy Ghost, that we can have the present conscious-
ness and enjoyment of those things * which God
hath prepared for them that love him.".

“THEM THAT ARE PERFECT.”

A perfect Christian is a full-grown man in one
aense; it is the same word as the “ perfect man, the
measure of the stature of the fuluess of Christ.”
And what is that ? It is certainly not being like.
what Christ was when He was down here, for there
was no sin in Him; so the thought of being like
Him thus is a mere delusion, He that gazes on
Him up there walks like Him down here; but to
be like Him as He was down here is not possible,
To walk like Him, I repeat, is said; but to be like
Him would be to be absolutely sinless. To be con-
formed to Him in glory—that we shall be, and
therefore the heart desires and runs after it now:
and that is what is called a perfect Christian, It is
not one who knows what it is to have got the sins
of the old creation cleared away ; it is not merely
knowing the work of Christ which puts away sin
hardly measured either by the sin, for it is the
whole state of the nature. All is settled, and I
know that “ by one offering He has perfected for
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ever them that are sanctified;” that there is no
more a question of anything to be settled between
me and God, and I have liberty before Him in the
sense of His favour, But then I say, Is that all?
All my debts paid ; but am I to have nothing to
buy anything with? Am I henceforth to starve
without possessing a farthing ? Then it is that the
believer comes to see, that having part in this for-
giveness he has also part with the last Adam: he
has got hold by grace of this Man in the glory, and
knowing this, I say my whole soul is_in that. I
‘have seen the excellency of Christ Jesus my Lord,
and it has set aside everything here; I have done
with it all; T belong to another place, and no
longer own the old man,

It is then the Christian has got to be what he
calls a perfect man. He has this object before
him ; he has got Christ’s place before God, and he
grows up into the stature of Christ, not that he has
not much still to learn, but he has got into his
place; he is of full age; he discerns good and evil ;
he has got hold of his place in Christ, and he knows
it. This sets aside the flesh altogether, and also
that which is a deceptive thing to many—perfec.
tion in the flesh ; for Christ in glory is my only
perfection. In the world I am running a race I
have not attained yet; but Christ has laid hold of
me for it. Those who are not thus perfect are then
put into the strongest contrast— If in anything ye -
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this
unto you, Nevertheless, whereto we have already
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attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind
the same thing.” I can walk with one who only
knows his redemption in Christ with just the same
love; but I look for him to get hold of this also,

EXTRACTS.

“ Before we are in the glory, we are never on a
level with the position we hold, while we have only
this position to sustain us. We must look above
our path to be able to walk in it. A Jew who had
the secret of the Lord and who waited for the Mes-
siah was pious and faithful according to the law. A
Jow who had only the law assuredly did not keep it.

“A Christian who has heaven before him, and a
Saviour in the glory as the object of his affections,
will walk well upon the earth. He who has only
the earthly path for his rule, will fail in the intelli-
gence and motives needed to walk in it: he will be-
come a prey to worldliness, and his Christian walk
in the world will be more or less on a level with
the world in which he walks, :

“The eyes upwards on Jesus will keep the heart
and steps in a path conformable to Jesus, and which, -
consequently will glorify Him, and make Him
known in the walk. Seeing what we are, we must
have a motive above our path to walk in it. - This
does not prevent our needing also for our path the
‘fear of the Lord, to pass the time of our sojourning
- here in fear, knowing that we are redeemed by the

. precious blood of Christ.”
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“There is a divire righteousness in which Christ
stands before God as risen; that is, in which I
stand in *1e power of a new life as risen with Him,
I am made the righteousness of God in Him. As
He is, so am I in this world. This is in the reality
of a life in which we live, which is Christ; and of
a divine righteousness in which we stand before
‘God, which is Christ, Not I, but Christ lives in
me, It is a real living certain position before God,
in which I, through grace, and Christ are one,
though all flows from and, thank God, is dependent
on Him. ¢He that hath the Son hath life, and he
that hath not the Son hath not life,” but then it is
perfect righteousness already before God, More
than this I am a child, a son. Such is my relation.
ship with God. I have eternal life. I am in a
known, blessed, fixed, relationship with God, where
grace has placed me through the working of the °
same power in which Christ was raised from the
dead and set at God's right hand. I am not only
in it, but it is my relationship with God, and there
is none but that.”

“God’s plan is to have a people connected with
Himself, with His house on high as their dwelling-
place, and for them to act here according to the
position that God has set them in there, though
they have the flesh within, with its lusts and its
desires. 2 i

“ And can any thus placed go and connect them-
selves with that which crucified the Son—with that
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whose friendship is ‘enmity with God'—without
losing, as an immediate result, péace of heart and
conscience? Why does a Christian’s place ooze
out? Often, one must reply, because heis walking
carelessly through the world, forgetting it is the
place where Christ was crucified. My cup of joy
can never be full if the world be the place wheve I
am found, and I am walking in its spirit.”

1
\

«MY DESIRE FOR THEE.”

That thou mayest daily gather fresh ‘droppings of
His love,

Forever round thee falling as manna from above,

That ever midst the worry of busy outward life,

Thine inner one may flourish unhindered by the
strife,

That thou mayest know His presence to brighten
all the way,

And prove His grace sufficient for each succeed-
ing day.
That more increased attraction in Jesus thou
mayesi sce, :
And mine is but an echo of His desire for thee,
John xvii. 15.




TEACH ME TO LIVE.

. Teac me to live! *Tis easier far to die—
Gently and silently to pass away-—-

On earth’s long night to close the heavy eye,
And waken in tﬁe realms of glorious day.

Teach me that harder lesson —how to live, i
" To serve Thee in the darkest paths of life; |
Arm me for conflict now—fresh vigour give,
And make me more than conqueror in the strife,

Teach me to live !—Thy purpose to fulfil s .
Bright for Thy glory let my taper shine!

Kach day renew, re-mould this stubborn will s
Closer round T'hee my heart’s affections twine,

Teach me to live for self and sin no more;
But use the time remuining to me yet,
Not mine own pleasure seeking, as before~

Wasting no precious hours in vain regret.

Teach me to live! No idler let me be,

But in Thy service hand and heart employ ;
Prepared to do Thy bidding cheerfully—

Be this my highest and holiest joy.

Teach me to live!—my daily cross to hears

Nor murmur though I bend beneath its load.
Only be with me. Let me feel Thee near :

’I'{;y smile sheds gladness on the darkest road.

Teach me to livel—and find my life in Thee—
Looking from earth and earthly things away ;
Let me not falter but untiringly '
Press on : and gain new strength and power each day.

Teach me to live!—with kindly words for alle : '
Wearing no cold, ref)ulsive brow of Eloom : i

Waiting, with cheerful patience, till Thy call
Summons my spirit to her heavenly home,
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