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BOARD mamua. ‘

- THR meeting of, the W, B, F. M Board wﬂl ‘be_
. held. Mond:iy,’May the gth, ‘at 2. p.i, in the vestry
of Wilmer"Road Cl "The meeting will be held

dunng th€ Commencement exercises of McMaster

Umvexsnty withi the hope of aecurlng reduced Tates.

Certlﬂcdtes must read “*in nttendance at com--

. niust! be mgned by-a} representanve of the UmVemty

Arrangemenb for: whrch wxll be made and further
* notice-givey .-

. €ards will be sent members of tf:e Board, g

ﬁ&ﬁ;\nnm Meeting of the, W:-H, and'F. M.

spplected the first Thursday-in April (thé 5th
xhst)tm tometrof -the-days-of special -prayer for our
mlssionsdud miissionarie$ at hoine and abroad. Itis
vety ,much desired. that the Circles in these Societies

Ernee CLAXTON AVER,
Cor.- Sec.

AN APPEAL.

To Mc Grde: anf Bands ;

In the March LiNg we were told of two young
ladies (MISS Selman & and Miss Hulet, M.D.} who
were appointed for the work in india. Could you
have seen'and heard those dear young women, as they
- simply and yet earnestly told'us of their-desire to go
..to India, and then 6f thejr decision to do so if it was
‘God’s will3 it would help you much in providing the
means to send them.

fitness for the work.

‘There will be no ‘ldmonal expense in Miss Sel-
That’s gojng out, save her passage, as we cease to pay
Mms Stovel's (now Mrs. McLeod) salary, before as-

(IQ

£ »Egsfem Ontatio and- Quebectdre ‘united

¢ of opinion,was express
They, were accepted after much thought a.nd de--
liberation, bdth as ‘to the need of the field, and their .

aummg Mu;s Selman’s But we come ro the Cixcles
and Bands, hoping that you' "will_each’ one “make a

~special-effort- to provide. means to sendIlr._Hulet to
Indta this gutumn, -

*Those an she field are askmg for four Iadles Shall
we not givhthem the joy of’ welcominig - even two!

For years we bive been asking the Lord for 4 Medi:
cal lady. e has sent-her to us fully prepared
‘With ¢ .isgwmg and rejoicing ‘we recognize H

gxﬂs to th& mission, and I believe we ghall all do our

part now. in sériding her ot and: sustafmng her-in the
‘work:-- et us not think of, our paverty, or of the lit-
tle we y--bé able to give. *'We want-all, ‘everyone,
Even two-mites (when it is a/ we,can give)
d by our r as.arich trepsbive,

' dear young. women are‘ieavmg home and

o } 1(1 R es, their native land with"all its privileges,
R < and blessings. Why?: - Because Jesus bids
DAY OF PBAYER" SERER om 411 our, Telugy sistgeg’that He loves them;nnd

go but to'ds,;- If yé love/me fe
in, - hear our o Bl
myth as ye have dane it” unto one of’ the leael of these

m;e" brethren sz have donié it unto Me.” .
.That w, ane may Bhve strength to do our
duty ‘in thié time of need; 1{ the earnest deslre of

your sister. in hrist.

)f}. G. Booxn&

T
" A WOMAN'S CLUB OF WORLD-WIDE n{gxnns'rf
BY MRS, JOBEPH COOE.

The educated American woman as a social pewer,
asan mteﬁ\«gﬁ‘t leader, as a philanthropic enthusiast,
as an organize mthe field of ;veform, is regarded by
all natigns ug an amazmg sucé‘ess, whether they give
her admrrat?& Qf anathema.

1t is edifying 16 réad; in & foreign newspaper, the
comménts of “German’ and - Frénch educators who
were sent as delegalm t}he congresses in connection

Aylm/fr, Ont., March, rgoo
e

with the Columbian Fairfat Chicago.” - The consensus
by the chief- commissioner
of the German educational exhibit,in his verdict—
may seem extravagant Jo many:of us—that
“as business and politics take up the time of the
majority of the me women have become the
supporters of the higher intellectual interests and the
promoters of intellectuality in' domestic hfe.”

.. A
~ o A
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A most incigive leaflet, which I have pasted into
- my Bible;, is’entifled *Responsibility of Christian
Women Respecting Culture.” It speaks of*the mod-
ern temptation that has come, clad in the garb of en
angel of light, to the women of our churches and i
_ watchword is “ Culture, Culture.” :
This is the day of woman's clubs, and I venture to
~—-affirm that no woman here is so behind the times but
that she belongs to a club for the study of art, or
literature, or history, or social science, or current
eventsj-and few are the women who are satisfied with
only ‘one such organization. Woman’s clubs -and
what they are doing now form a separate department
in the daily newspapers. ’

There is a German proverb which asserts that * the
good is the enemy of the best ;” and while I would
not d the clubs that have “as their purpose the
promotion of refinement and intelligence,” I should
question the right of any woman who has pledged
her loyalty to Christ's kingdom, to so fill her_ time
with purely intellectual nng social interests that the
things that pertain to the kingdom are crowded out.

You will all agree with me that there comes a time
in<our lives when a choice must. be made both in our
reading and in thé multitudinous interests that clam-
or for attestion. Shall we give the Bible a scant fif-
teen minutes while we devote hours of study to the
comprebension of Browning, or let the latest maga-
zines dnd the newest books have the first place? It
is safe to conclude that what tempts oneself tempts
one's neighbior also. Our tables are piled high ‘with
fascinating literature. which beckons to.us most altur-

.ingly. We are free to choose. And too often it is
the good that claims us rather_than the best. A

wonderful opportunity has come to the women of .

America, in these closing years of the nineteenth
century, to make their lives full and rich and glori-
ously useful. Opportunity means responsibility.” ‘As

-the sainted Dr. Gordon, of Boston, once said, “It

also means infportunity, as though God were beseech-
ing ug by every open door to-open our hearts, and to
open our hands, and to eper our purses that we may
wozthily meet the crisis of missions which is upon
us. !
It sometimes. seems fo me that the chiefl reason
why our Lord and Master permits us to be co-workers
with Himself is for our individual development rither
than for the little any one of us can accomplish in
helping furward -His kingdom. You remember how
Marcella, in Mrs. Humphrey Watd's skillful story,
threw herself without stint into the solution of tbe
sociological "problem, and how she failed mn her
. attempt to improve the condition of the poor. But
were her efforts entirely lost? By no means, for
Marcella herself was developed from a crude, self-
ish school-girl into a noble, selfsacrificing woman.
We know that advance has been made-—and great
advance—even in the few years we women have been

.. temple.”

.
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specially engaged in this wormand I like to fee! that
perhaps in this earth-school we are preparing for
-nobler.and more effective service in that world where
His servants do *serve Him day and night in His
It is cause for devout thanksgiving when
early in life we find some noble, employment which
we shall not outgrow as little Yirls do their dolls;
which will not lead to the discohtent and satiety one
sees in the face of the so-called * society women,” but
which will 'become more and more An absorbing
passjon a3 life advances and as unselfishness is con-
suymed in the holy flame of love for the Master and
zeal for His reign of righteousness on the earth.

In view of the importance and immensity of the
work there is to be done it seems incredible that
there are Christian women who feel at liberty to
waste their time in what our Puritan forefathers
would call “vain recreation.” 1 think it was Cath-
erine Beecher who said that she was going to post-
pone card-playing until she got to heaven. If it
really would add greatly to her happiness she could
take it up-in that world, but in this she thought she
could uvse her time to better advantage.

Speaking of the large proportion of the women of
our churches who have not identified themselves with.
this work, I may say that if your experience bas been
similar to mine you will have noticed that-among the
uninterested there are two classes.. O&: class, and
not a small class either, glory in their shame. They
look into your eyes when you appeal to them to do

" something for this caug®y and withqut hesitation they
affirm, as though it something to be proud of,
that “ they have not the'slightest interest in missions.”
You all will recognize that peculiar emphasis on
‘“slightest.” And yet they are professing Christians.
They know that Christ said, *If ye love.me, keep
iy commandments.” That means all His command-
‘ments, and not a part of them merely; and what
command is more binding than the last great com-

-_ mand.which our crucified and risen Lord gave to His

disciples and through them to His Church in all
ages?

The second class of uninterested ones confess
their indifference, but they regret it and ask how
they can awaken ?‘1 interest they do not possess.
The deepest root of the lack of interest in five-sixths
of the women of our churches is their lack of know-
ledge. This holds true in all departments. We are
not interested in political economy, perhaps—few
women are. Why? Because we know so little ahout
it. We are not interested in astronomy. Why?
Because many of us look at the starry” heavens and
cannot trace the constellations that have blazed over
our heads since childhood There are scares of sub-
jects we never gave a thought to ; we are not interested
in them, because we ‘are utterly ignorant ot them.
We'arg doubtless losers in many ways for not”bring
better informed as to these subjects, but no moral
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responsibility rests upon us in regard to these. We
.do not expect in the last great day of final reckoning
to hear our Master say, *“ Why did you not inform
yourself about botany, geology, astronomy, so as bet-
ter to understand the wonderful works of the Creator ?”
But we have reason to apprehend that the Master

will ask if we have done what we could to send a.
. knowledge of thé Cross and all it means to a lost.

world.

This year (1898) Queen Victoria celebrates the
sixtieth anniversary of her accession to the throne.
The same that the English maiden of seventeen years
of age entered upon that wonderful period of high
achievement in literature atd science, known as the
Victorian age, an unknown woman in this new world
was_inaugurating an enterprise which has had much

" to do with the evolution of those consecrated and
cultured women who initiated this “ Women’s Club
of World-Wide Interests.” '

In these days of co-education and women's colleges
it seems hardly credible that less than one hundred
years ago schools for girls gave only rudimentary
instruction. A woman with literary aspirations was
regarded as a kind of monstrosity and was opprobi-
ously dubbed *blue stocking.” Even: those who
first availed themselves of the colleges opened for
women were regarded by some of their conservative
relatives as hopelessly eccentrie.

In 1837 when Victoria was raised to the highest
eminence in the Old World, Mary Lyon was trying to
raise money for the better education of the women of
the new world. .

Although Mary Lyon had started the whole move-
ment and had put her soul and her life into it, there
was some doubt among the clergymen and laymen
who were to confer together in regard to this ¢ Female
Seminary " as to whether it would be proper for Mary
Lyon to be presentat this conference. At last it was
decided that “there could be no impropriety in
admitting her to hear what was said I” Women were
undoubtedly timid in those days. Afraid of the
sound of their own voices, ignorant of parliamentary
rules, and of business methods they felt their way
step by step until they gained courage and confid-
ence.

This banding together of womgh is a growth of the

.last thirty years. Doubtless the part our patriotic
women took during the Civil War in equipping regi-
-ments, or administering soldiers’ hospitals, or in

" sanitary commission service, was a training school.

" . Women had learned to co-operate with each other in
work ; and’soon after the war closed, certain promin-
ent organizations of women ¢jme into existence.

Sorosis was organized in March, 1868. The New
England's Women's Club a month earlier, but a

‘month earlier than this, in January, 1868, the Wo-
" man’s Board of Missions was orgarfized in Boston,
and thé same year a similar Board represeming{ the

. MISSIONARY LINK.

women of the Congregational Churches was formed
in-Chicago to cover the States of.the Interior and
Northwest.  This foreign missionary enthusiasm
spread to the Pacific Coast, and five years later
another Board embracing territorially the three
States of Oregon, Washington and California was
formed under the name of the Woman's Board of
Missions of the Pacific. ' A similar movement was
inaugurated among the Christian women of other
denominations, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific
was formed this. Women’s Club of World-Wide Inter-
ests which. has for its most stimulating watchword,
“Life and Light for the women in non-christian
lands. )

Perbaps in the eyes of the world it is not as popu-
lar to belong to-this Club as to Zﬁ_ny another. It is
certainly not” an exclusive Club. . A new member
does not have to be proposed and voted in’ Every
Christian woman is welcome and it would seem as
though each Christian would, first of all, belong to
this Club, but the sad truth is that only one-sixth of
the women of our Congregational Churches are doing
anything for foreign missions—five sixths are indiffer-
ent, uninterested. :

Now I dare to assert that there is no literary or
sacial club that begins to compare with this both for
what it accomplishes in the wide world end also in
the individual member. Our primary object is not
our personal, intellectual development, but the
emancipation, the education, the evangelization of
our sex the wide world over. Add ho woman can
enter heart and soul into this work without: having
her borizon broadened, her mind quickened, her
heart énlarged, her spiritual naturé madé sensitive
and sympathetic:” o

Worman's Work “for woman s one of the noblest
enterprises of our day. I am in fullest sympathy
with every phase of this work in our own land—with
the Young. Women's Chiisti jations, with the
College settlements, with Rescue work, with every
form of organized or individual- effort by which wo
men can help each other. But I cappdt feel as a
brilliant, benevolent, literary woman said of herself
to me last winter, *“ The misery of our own land is all
that I am equal to.” : ’

It is sometimés supposed by those who do not
understand or sympathize with Christian missions
that the chief work of our missionaries is to force our
religion, nolens volens, upon the worshippers of
Mahomet;Confucius or Gautama Buddha, and while
we do feel that the greatest gift we can bestow upon
these peoples is the Bible and-the great truths con-
tained therein, yet our missionaries work along
educational and philanthropic lines in & way that
ought to appeal to every lover of the human race.

We women in this most favored land are ignoran
and superficial if we do not acknbwledge in our he
of hearts that we owe everything to Christjanity
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wide influence, our high positioh. And what we
enjoy in such large measure we long to share with
our less favored sisters who are just beginning to
awake to the happy fact that not only.the good things
of this life, but of theslife beyond, are for women
as well as men. The lives of the women of the
Orient are beyond_expression, limited and restricted
compared with fﬁlr'eixgkh(gefull'respousible lives as
American women. It is the women of these far away,
countries whom the "AmericAn women of this Club
have been helping for nearly thirty years. '

Qur sisters on the-other- side of the globe have

been kept in seclusion and in utter ignorance. Thi¥
Club, beginning in the humblest way by teaching in
" the,_homes, has now established, over a broad field
embracing Africa, Turkey, China, Japan and India ;
Micronesia, Ceylon, Spain, Mexico- and Austria,
kindergartens, village and day schdols, -boarding
schools-and for the higher education of the brightest
girls a College in Constantinople, Turkey, another in
San Sebastian, Spain, and a third in Kobe, Japan.

The women of this wide-reaching Club who sup-
port these schools, believe that in this preparatory
state of existence it is quite as important to cultivate
the spiritual-mature as the.ntellectual and therefore
the study of thé Bible is a marked feature of the
curriculum, wHile secular branches are by no means
neglected .

Medicine, as a science, is not understood in many
parts of the Far East and these screened women
could not see even such male physicians as do exist.
Therefore this Club has sent from America,
thoroughly trained, qualified women physicians to
minister Yo sufferers of theirngwn sex. They have
also ‘established hospitals #nd digpensaries and have
founded training schoo's for native nurses, and in
these ways have largely alleviated the physical dis-
tresses of our unfortunate sisters.

But there is a sickness of the soul as well as of the

g acred books of the Orient can not be
understood by the mass of the people. Women are
regarded as unfit even to hear them. Hindu women

are forbidden to read their scriptures or to offer up

sacrifice in their own name and right. This is Brah-
manism as set forth in the code of Manu. Hinduism
is extolled in these days both by the secular press
and by thqse of our cultured pagans here in the
Occident who have the largest mental hospitality
towards all regions but orthodox Chnistianity, but we
should judge of a religion by the men it makes and
its power to uplift humanity It is a significant fact
that” 250 millions in India are uttterly illiterate
Such religion as they have furnishes no motive for
the present or aspiration for the future. Christidn
missions have shed some light into this dense dark-
ness and the women are beginning to be taught.
The -work 'is comparatively recent and necessatily
slow, g0 that only a little over half a million of ou
dark-skinned sisters in India can read. :

-
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Under Buddhism, woman’s most earnest prayer is
thfat she may be ‘made a man in the next state of
existence. She will make such personal sacrifices for
her gods as would put us to the blush, and yet she is
hardly deem%%/wonhy to worship these gods. Mo-
hammedans B&lieve that women have souls, but the:

"Koran teaches that their future salvation depends

largely upon their relations to their husbands. To
these poor creaturés our Bible womep go in thei
homes and tell them of the personal love of a personaly,
Christ. Often they meet the indifferent and super-’
ficial for uonregeperate human nature is the same
there as here. But when sigkness comes, or bereave-
ment, or whatever may wdund the spirit, then the
heart cries out for the liying God and the story of
our suffering, syh:patbiz{ng Savior meets the deep
human need.

Although this Woman's Club of

\

id-wide

- Interests can number in its constituency only one-

sixth of the women of our churches, what movement,
with the ‘one exception of the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union, compares with it in oumbers and
moral power. Bishop Doane says, *“ The two princi-
ples of this whole work are loving organization and
organized love, and they have in them the * power of
an endless life.'” The work of this Club in for:zign
lands has never received much notice from the seca-
lar press, and we have not blazoned abroad our
achievements.  Nevertheless the Eastern Board,
whose constituency is within the churches east of the
Ohlo, has a membership of about 50,000, and fts
annual receipts for_ the last five years have been
nearly $139,000!

You who know something of the blessedness of
this work, and the marvelous enrichment which bas .
come through it to your own lives, think what it
would be to you to be suddenly bereft of it—to go
back thirty years ‘before the door opened into this
great field of women's work for women . If.your
imaginations fail to conjure up the picture of how
impoverished P lives would be, you can perhaps
see it illustraégd in those who are. trying to satisfy
themselves with society or mere culture, either intel-
lectual or esthetic, or embroideries, or the thousand
and one ways in which women fill their lives—ways
innocent in themselves very often, but leading to,,
selfishness and spiritual sterility.

Not every Christian woman is called upon to make
a specialty of foreign missions. Some can be most
useful in church work, or among the poor in our
midst, or in Home missions. But it does seem to me
that each Christian women should be interested in
the progress of Christ’s kingdom all over the world,
and should do her part to hasten its speedy coming
by prayerand gift of money, if not of time and per-
sonal effort. The only logical way in which we can
interpret our Lord’s last command is to go ourselves
or send a substitute.
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DEAR LINK i~/ .

As you over there and we-here are fellow-workers,
it has seemed good to us to send a short account of
the annual meeting of our Women's Help Meet
Society, held in connection with the Telugu Associa-
tion, which met in Samulcotta this year. On Saturday
afternoon, Jan. zoth, quite a ®ompany of women.
with happy facesrgatliered in one of the school rooms

to_€lect officers, hear reports, and transact any other
bus ess that might come before us.

Three years ago we organised in Yellamanchili,
with the object of encouraging the Christian women
to be more helpful to each other and to those about
them. As we met this year, it was manifest that
God's blessing has been upon thixjsmall beginning.
There was a deep interest manifest, and the manner
in which they elected officers and brought, in their
reports shewed they were dearnisy Here and there
some one giggled a little as though they could not
get over the novelty of women conducting such a
meeting. You need not think of us sitting in com-
fortable pews ; only the officers were seated on chairs.
The rest of the folks sat on the matted floor; but
such matters make.no differencesto a good meeting.
Indeed, these women are far more comfortable on
the floor. If you could have looked into those
bright faces, and known what they wou/d be if it were
not for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I am sure your
hearts would rejoice that you have had a share in

bnng‘mg about such a change.

'I‘hey showed good judgment in unanimously
electing Mrs. McLeod, President. The other officers
elected were: Vice-Pres.,, Cassie; Secretary, G.

- Sooudrama ; Tgs., E. Priest.

While we sedk to emphasize that the raising of
money is not the chief aim of the Society, a small
membership fee is given, and last year Martha, a
Bible-woman in Anakapalle, was supported from
this fund. As Martha has left there, special prayer
was made in closing, that God would make His
“mind known to us concerning the money that had
been brought in.

On Sunday afternoon another meeting was held.
The subject for this meeting was *“ Why we should.

read the Bible, and the benefits we derive thereby.”

LN
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A Bible readmg on the subject by the President,
also-a paper written by Amelia Burder and read by
Sarah were very helpful. e

Before anything was said about the dlsposltlon of the
money, several prayed that we mlght do His pleasure
with it. Until'then, we had no light on the matter,
except that all were anxious.to do something in
Anakapalle. After prayer it was suggested.by our
President that it might be a good thing for different
ones to come up there and spend a month in turn,
their expenses being pald from our fund.

This met with general approval and several volun.
teered, not only the regular Bible-women, but iome
others also. One woman in offering to go, said very
humbly, “I am not a scholar, and can't read, but
lately I bave been going out with Sarah sometimes,
and there is a great desire in my heart to tell what I
know of Jesus.”

Then we had more prayer, thanking Him for His
guidance and praying His blessing on these who had
offered themselves to this work. Thus closed the
third annual meeting of .our S. S. S. Society. It was

‘the best yet, and we look forward to next year being

better still,. When you meet together remember vour
Telu’gu sisters in prayer, that they may indeed learn
to *Bear one anothers burdens and so fulfil the
law of Christ.” .
Yours in His‘aervi\:e, -
E. PRiEsT.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.

-

BIBLE WOMEN.

So | many of our Biblewomen are now working
without any pay or are supported by the native Chris-
tian women that it is almost impossible to supply
names to individuals, Circles and Bands, applying
for them. -

In answer to inquiries on this subject Miss Hatch
writés, under date 73rd January. “So’ many Bible-
women are honorary or volunteer workers that the
people at home will have to spend their money in
some other way. Some have had to give up work
oun account of small children, and others have been
suppozted in other ways.

. “1 wonder if some of the ladies would not like to
take up some of our touring expenses as a special,
but I suppose})}lose would not appeal to them as a
Bible-woman would Yet our Bible-wonten to 2

|
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great extent. share the benefit of the travelling too.
They are’ always with me on my boat and have the
benefit of the-boat almost as much as I have.”

Feb. 6th, Miss Hatch again writes: * You say the
ladies and your Sunday School class are anxious to
support Bible-women whereas the support of nearly
all is provided for. Could you not urge on all these
and as many more as possible- to take a share in
sending out more ladies, you speak of one coming
but we are in. very urgent needl of four more this year

- in order that our work may not go back. Do urge
upon them this very great need. It is good to think
the people here afe, beginning to take some of the
burdens, but we need our home workers to persuade
them and encourage them in so doing. There is
Akidu“field without a lady and all that fine work
begun, the body ‘cannot work without a head, and we
cannot expect it to. We must not begrudge Miss
Stovel leaving Akidu either for the great vast field of
Anakapalle without a single woman worker waits for
her, besides the direction of the Narsapatnam.woman's
work. To keep up the Akidu work alone would
require- two women for I feel sure Miss Stove! did
about two women's work. Then there is Miss Fol-
som’s work, for she will have to go on furlough (one
sent for her place may begin work at once as it is in
English). T may not be able to make a longer term
this term than last time. Will you not, and all the
members of the Board, join in the Forward Mave-
ment and send out the ladies required this year. In
only two years more, three of the ladies will have
been_here eight years, and who are to take all these
people’s places? Counting Miss Morrow instead of
Miss Rogers there has really been no increase since
Miss MacLeod came 5 years ago. You ought to feel
very encouraged I am sure in sending out workers.
In general their bealth has been so good and they
have been able to do 50 much. T wish I could write
all that is in my heart. Couldn't there be special
appeal on this matter? Let it be known that so
maay of the Bible-women have been provided for,
and ask those who have been formerly supporting
these to give their funds in to the Forward Movement
and send new ladies out to us. We have not begun

to catch up to the work. On this field alone there

are about .200 villages and” yetT visit only some
60 of them and many of these only twice a year. 1
have our. Sunday School to a great extent to look
alter, our Bible Reading Association, our Women's
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Circles, the examination of the day schools, the
Cockshutt Girls’ School, am €0 very busy and yet I
do not seem to catch up to my work at all. What is
to .be done if these ladies are not sent out? How

men and money are pouring in for South Africal
Will not % dear sisters hear the bugle call of our
Lord and Master and be ready to do and dare for

.the glory of his kingdom? Our soldiers are going

because they believe victory must in the end be ours
tho’ they fall by thousands, and will not the victory
be our Immanuel's? Yea surely, though thousands
must fall on the battle field. O that they would
come ! I pray you to beseech them to do so.”

Later.—*‘1 have just been out and come in from
my work, but feel I must say a little more on thig
subject. I hope you will have an extra lady as a
special object. As yow say, a.great many are desir-
ous of supporting a Bible-woman. If such could get
together and support a missionary, how good it would
be. Can you not ask for zo ladies or Sunday School
classes or something of that kind to be responsible
for $25 each for this support? If special effort and
special prayer wete made in this direction, I feel sure
many would come forward. Our women had a very
enthusiastic wornen’s meeting in Samalkot. They
called for a missionary for Anakapalle, but there were
none. You see as yet, the women here cannot leave
their homes and work like we can. They must a//
be trained and encouraged to work about their owp
homes as much as possible but they can'’t leave them
very well. 1 rejoice in my band of volunteer workers,
but if I were not here to encourage them, I-fear they
would not do so very much. I must give you another
example of Kaleru enthusiasm.

The place is 30 miles from Samalkot, there isa
railway 12 miles of the 38y only, but the Kaleru
people although they bmlv most of their chapel them-
selves and although thew give half of their pastors
salary, could not afford to go by rail even that dis-
ance, but walk¥d a4 the way there and a// the way
back, thirteen of them. 1 asked them if they didn’t
get tired, “ O,” Shantamma says,  we didn't know wé
were tired, we just sang hymns most of the way there
and that belped us, we forgot we were tired,” “and
such a feast-of good things we had,” she added “we
just sat down there and ate the rich golden fruit that
was given-us and came away full of joy and glad-.
ness.”
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CONFRRENCE AT COCANADA.-

Once a year the missionaries from the marmme
proyinces meet in conference with those from Ontario
and Quebec. I remember being pregent at' the
second conference just at‘lé\l\na,b India. It
was not a very large meeting. A few years liter the
"conference met, at Akidu. If I remember rightly

TN

there were just eight present. We: ‘have grown since
then, and this year we met at Cocanada froin the
ath to the 16th January, There were very few
[‘;ﬁanied ladies present, but the two, whose wedding
days were only 2 month past, were among them ; ‘and
of course this len%n added charm to the gathering.
Personal sickness kept Mrs. Churchill at home, and
her husband and daughter wére kept too. The ill-
ness of another kept Mrs. Sanford at home, 50 We

were deniéd the great pleasure of welcommg lh:se :

old friends.

The first hour of each morning $ession and the
first halThour of each afternoon were spent in devo-
tional exercises. The last aftérnoon was given up to
a devotional meeting. The leaders of these meetings
had each some special passage of the Word, and
some special thought that was helpful 1 ‘think we
were all refreshed in these meetings. Mr. McLéod,
- retmng President, addressed us on Cbrist as'a
missionary, and gave utterance to some inspiring
thoughts. His address will probably be published in
some periodical. 1t will do ur good to read it.

The reports from the various fields were read and
some time ‘was given to prayer aiter each report or
each group of reports. Listening to these accounts
of one another’s work and asking information concern-
ing interesting points in the reports is an exercise most
greatly enjoyed by some of us. We were sorry to see
that comparatively little growth in numbers had taken
place in the church, probably there has been some
growth in many other ways. We did not get a sum-
mary of the Sunday School statistics for the Maritime
Province mission, but the Ontario and Quebec fields
reponed 149 schools, 272 teachers and 3906 scholars,
this being a net gain of 46 schools, 58 teachers and
854 scholars. -

A large part of one sessiofi was devoted to a dis-

— " tussionon the liquor-and-opium questions and to

prayer for temperance workers and the victims of
intemperance. A committee was appointed to secure
statistics in regard to the use of liquor and opium by
both Christians and non-Christians,

“ \
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Next year our confererice: gwes‘way 1o- qumquenmal

" conference in whnch the American- Baptists mission-

aries join us.* I hope-that we- iay- all~have greater
progress to réport as'the result-of our work in this the
last-year of the xgth century. - " .

After our Union Conferénce closed we of Ontario
and’'Quebec spent-two days and a half ‘over business
connected with our mission.. Then - the Godavari

- Association’ met -at' Samalkot for four: days, during

which the Telugu'brethren and sisters; bad -a good
time. So ended the anniversaries of the 1gth cen-

tury.

- ]OHN'CRAIO.

ZENANA WORK REFORT FROM JULY TQ
: DECKMBER. 1899, '

. "BY LOTTIE GIRSON: . -

!“é(ot. by mlgm dor by power.'bnt by' wy spirit eaith-the Lord
of Hoats.

Dunng the last six months 1 have visited a larger
number of houses than ever before, 86 in all, out of
a total of 88, making altogether 276 visits reaching
about 3oo or more different women with the Gospel.
Of these houses seven were new ones. The above

resents only gr.days work, owmg 'to & -spell of
illness which lasted over a month, . The houses
visited by me are ngt all|stnctly zenanaa, as some
castes permittheir women to go out into the street
at all times. Brahmins and Coentees which are the
next highest and Goldsmiths all permit this liberty.
I have no Brahmin houses, but sometimt;s meet the
women in a Coentee house, they. make a very iotelli-
gent audience as a rule, but are difficult to reach .
because of caste prejudices. I have quite a few of
the other two castes, however. Perhaps the most
encouraging feature of the work this term also, is the
mcrease in the number of new bouses, which means
of course, fresh women most of whom, if any, have
never heard the name of Jesus even.. And in
every case it has been through their own pressing
invitation that I have begun to visit them. There is
no need for us to seek fresh wark, it is always offering
and I do realize at times that it is more than I can
do single-handed.

Lessons in reading are not alwnys easy to give
because the pupils are often young mothers whose
time and thoughts are all taken up with their new
toy, the “baby.” Two young women who were
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learning to tead at the beginning of the year are both
mothers now, and this leaves no time to spare for
such an unimportant, in their estimation, an occupa-
tion as reading. In new houses one meets with raw
. material, and like the Jews of old, when attempting
to re-build the walls of Jerusalem, we find that first
there ‘is much rubbish to be disposed of before laying
the foundation of truth. These people are-strangely
alike, however, 50 when you have dealt with one you
can be certain that all need just the same teaching.
They wilt ask the very same questions and have the
rame ideas of sin and salvation, which are as far from
the tryth as possible, each and all are full of super-
sntlon dnd idolatry. If we speak of God they will ask

“which God”? Their minds probably thrn at once

to their own particular deity. The Geldsmith will
not worship the Sudras god and wice versa, but each
will-have some of the 33.000,000 in common. They
are, however, as a rule, quite ready to worship the
one we tell of along with all those' already enshrined,
but fail to understand that ‘“the more the better,”
does not answer in this case, Although I constantly
use the illustration that a woman must have but one
husband and especially as they hold that even death
does not set her free from that tie, but she must be
true in life and death if she would be considered a

per woman, they still believe in the number of
gods being the best thing. -But yet many are tired
of idols and their worship. There is no profit they
say, * We have given and given and never received
anything in return, we go to the temple with an offer-
ing and return empty handed.” This is the common
verdict. The famine which is now pressing sore all
over Western and Southwestern India is bringing
home the truth of God’s Word, that the rain is with-
held because the land is full of idols, and conse-
quently under His curse. We are taking God's own
message to these people and in their own language,
they hear the pure Gaspel. I hive realized like
Ezekiel, that we are His watchmeh, to wamn this
people concerning their wicked way Many are
being convinced of the truth, and in mipy a home
now, idols are not worshiped as they u to be.
“ We no longer do these things,” they will say because
we know now that it is wrong. Caste prejudices are
broken in a wonderful way. Many have learnt that
the zenana teacher is more ready to sympathize with
them in their sorrow than their own relatives, and it
is good to have a Christian friend even before they
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are ready to accept that friend’s Saviour. * The dark-
ness has been driven. away before the light,” was the
testimony of a woman -lately in one of the houses.
“ Since we have.learned this good seaching, caste and
ido! worship have lost their powd,” she said. This
was encouraging testimony from one of themselves.
Several larger girls who have learned in our girls'
school both to read and to sing our Gospel bymns,
now use that talent in their homes, where they are as
lights in the darkness, shining, we hope, for the sal-
vation of their elders.. One of these, Ruthmama, by
Dame, was married this year. She always dreaded
the time when she would inevitably be married, be-
cause she feared that she would then be forced to
take part in idolatrous ceremonies which a newly
married woman has to do. She often asked me to
pray for her, that God would, with the temptau'op
miake a way of escape. Her prayers and ours were
answered in awonderful way. She having been mar- -
ried to a man who is advanced in education and
civilization above many of his people and who, mare-
over, is a staunch Theosophist and very liberal minded,
so has not insisted on any idol worship, and also
the fact that Ruthmanda is one of those fortunate
young women who have no mother-in-law, that worst
qf all banes, to a young'wife.. She is therefore free
from the thing she dreaded most. Her husband
beldpgs to a place in the Deccan several hundred
miles from here, so in a way she has gone away irom
our teaching, but she keeps up a faithful correspon-
dence with me, and better than all, she I believe,
is a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ruth-
mama's marriage is a type of 2 good many marriages
in this country. She had never met the man in her
life and saw him for the first time when the tie was
being tied. The marriage was arranged by telepraph
and the ceremony was rather burried owing to lack
of time, g0 within a week she was hurried off to her
new home, torn from all she loved and carried off
like a captive maid, quite heart-broken. She wept
and fretted in vain. Had not her husband given her a
1,000 rupees worth of jewels ? She was his property

"now and none but he had a right to say whether she

could visit her home and loved ones again. But on
the whole he has proved to be a kind and indulgent
husband, he was only trying to win her affections by
keeping her a prisoner. Such is marriage in the
zenanas. Ruthmama is about 15 years of age. *“ Not
Uama nor Huslyﬁ, but Jesus Christ is my God,”
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was the confession of one woman la,tely She pro-  to ‘mislons. " Her Interest in the *regions beyond” hss
fessed'.to bielieve in Him, bist the world holds her noverboenullawed: to languish, A proof of this was given

back, it is not faith so much, but love that they lack, ::el\.;,:;f:l: &hr:l::’:::"; ﬁ:&%’:’;’;‘;ﬁrﬁg g:{: 50 ’:

arldh only that will help them to cot?fess H.im befox;é Ings in its sunals, The' programme ‘consiated of resdings,
theit fellows. Several observe Chrigmas instead of selections’ by thio' cholr, and sddresses, Mys. Dr, Barbour,
their own feast day, they say there fmore reason for  8t.:George, gave an'wddresy which was just the outpouring
rejoicing that day because Christ was borii. T'have, ‘;:' :'M li;' ";h:g -yn;f-g:ﬂ: wnorl:l St:hmh-ww u&;i the
s ale . ' aster, or -Jorvy minul ¥he cal a gonn once
lsn a:ii;iltlon to my work ?mong the wqmen, a large through: Chlia and, Indis and with the oloqnenae o! love

unday School for the girls from the zenanas, the appealed to the Chrh’cfn"n Woinen for enlarged sympathy for
pupils from the day school being the ones who attend.  thelr sisters in’these dark countries, séldom bas the clsims
The school numbers as many as 6o girls. Those of the heathen and ‘tha duty of Christians toward men been
who can read fluently are formed into a Bible clays- ore earnestly persented. . Her.sppeils ever beautifully

tendet and resulted in a liberal offering, Rev. W, Mason,
each one having her own New Testament and learns the pastor, présided and-is a brief addeess admonished

the Golden Text of the Intematlotﬁl\bésson whichi8  Cpeigtians to “give their beat to Christ. Mr. J. Atkin of
the one taught. The Commandments re taught in  MoMaater Hall took part, and In his address referred to the
the school every Sunday and the power of idolatry is  elevating lnﬂueuoe of the gospal where it had been acoepted.
broken in many a young heart and never can take And In the name\of the Circle thanked Mra, Barbonr for her

root there again. Christly eloquentpddr = N

"1 would ask an interest in’ your pmyers for- every n

Omotvm.x.—-'l‘he Home and Foreign Misslon Cirole
fiep attment of our work. held au.open meeting on the evening of Feb. 2iat, in the

Cocanada, Jan., 1900 church, Hon, Pres. Mrs. Burrell presided. The mesting
d with singing followed by reading of Soripture by

Ly

: Mrs. O H. King, and prayer by Mrs. Burrell. The roll
Wloth at Home, waa then called which was responded to by cholos texts of
Boripture, Two sikters then led In prayer, the Cirole.sang, .
. ) “@o ye into all the world.”
NEWS FROM GH_!GLES. Mrs. (Dr.) Newman, of Toronw. gave & very mumﬂng
Warerrorp, —The Annual Thatk-offering meeting of the and profitable address on the work of our missionary Iaborers
Baptist Charch’ was held on Yhe evenlog of Feb, 18thf and {n India, which all present enjoyed very thuch. - The qjar-
was well attended. Ani g prog was glyen, . ‘tette then gave a solection entitled, ** Do Somethiug to-day,”
oonsisting of readings, recitations, musio and a dislogue. Which the meeting groatly enjoysd An address rendered
The collections sud offerings from the envelopes amounted by Rav. Mr. Barker, pastor of the Methodist church, was
to $23.63 which wila equally divided betweon Home and  very Instrnctive. A trio then sang heartily a fine selection,
Foreign missiona. tha close of the meoting refreshments  Pastor gave a short but excellent address.
were served. The report of the Circle shows an increase of memborship
Dora MoMioRaEL, Sec’y. . .  sinoe organized last Ootober, our attend ay the thly
meetings {8 good and we feel that the presenos of our
heavenly Father is with ua. Every heart i full of thank-
fuluess at the thought that the Gespel is able to bring
liberty, and_joy to our alsters in dark lands, as “it has to us.
Mgs. A. SMiTH, Sec.

PatsLey. —We held our Annual Thank-offering meeting
Fob. 18th. The Devotional Exercises wers Ted by our Presi-
dent. OQar Secretary then gave the yearly report of our
worle. Miss Magglo Fisher very ably presented the claims : J—

;fh::: ::l:n ‘:‘g::’n‘ht:ep:;:k“;:n:’:w; mbg‘:m?.:" LAKEFISLD. —A number of the ladies of the cburch met at
pap the par on Wedanesday, Feb. 14th, and re.organired
Fureign Fields. Mrs, Reeve led a very interesting exce: h - o uCi 1 Although 1

on Prapo rtlomw Givmg Onr offering was taken fn the mission Cirele. ough for some menths regular
ab for thankfalness, the read- moeetings have 1ot been held the ladies have always forward-
in of which formed :'r;. of ur rro m‘:n& "I‘h: oliolr ed their contributions. The following officers were elected :
& P progra Pres., Mrs. v.} Bridgman ; Vice.Pres, Mri. J. C. Bur-
rendared snitable music throughout the meeting. Qur offer- . Miss Hugoter For H. Missi d M

ing amounted to $7.00 to be oqually divided between Home 5.%3/ 17 uater for Home ona an
and Foreign Missions. We subscribe for 13 Livgs lace for Foreign ; Bec., Laura McQulnn. We earncatly

. Mus. Buotasan. & - pray that God may richly bless our eforta,
) ARAN, “‘ 8See.

Hartrorp.—The Hartford church ~hn always been alive BramproN -—~The” Women's Mission Cirole l‘mld_;;on
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ful publio ing in the churoh parlor oo the even-
ing of Feb, 12th. Oar pubor Mr. Webb ococupied thé chalr,
and weloomed the poople and gave an outline of the mission-
ary work of the ohurch, partioularly of the work of the mis-
sion Ulrole. Qg behalf of the misslonary Boolety he present-
od Life: membership oortifioates to Mrs. Webb in the Home
Mission Soofety, Mrs. Adams of the Foreign Misslon Soclety,
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Feom Boxpniks. —Ridgetown Junior B,Y.P.U. for Burla
Balome, $17 ; Mrs. W. Forbes, Grimsby, for a Bible- y
$25; Mra. R. F. Howard, Glenooe, §2; ‘' In Memorism of
»loved daughter” for a Life-membership fee, §25; Miss
Mary Alway, Lobo, §5; E. H. 8., 850.00; Mrs. J. Milla,
speclal for famine fund, 83. Total, $127.

and Miss Minnle Pratley of the Misalon Band of Foreign
Mimfons. The Rev, Mr. MoAlpine of Goorgewwn, favored
us with several séloctions of music, if on

bis guitar. A solo, “*Flee as @ Bird " by Mlu Bpeuoe Rev.’
Mr. Whidden of Gslt, gave an Address on the Missionars.

Bplrit, which he described &a the spirit of submisalon, the
spirit of compassion, the spfrit of prayer, the spirit of solf-
giving, all of which was summed up in the spirlt of Jesus.
After th6 programme the ladles of the church’ served
refreshmenta and a very enjoyable time was spent.

N. ApaxM, Sec.

BUREAU OF MISSIONARY LITRRATURE.
o ’ INDIA.
Homo Life, 2. ; What & pair of Slippers did for India

{s true atory), 3o. ; The Little India Girl and ber Christian
Bong, lo.

8. AMEBIOA,
The needs of 8, Anterica 20, ; Home Life, 20.

AVEIOA.

Notes on the Btndy of Africa, 3c. ; Home Life, 2. ; A Cry
trom the Congo (poem), lo. ; Women of the Lower Congo,
lo. t Our8isters ip Darkest Africa, 20, 3 Only & Woman, lo. ;
Ho Saveth to thp\Uttermost, 2¢. ; Story of the Dwarfs (for
Bands) 2.

Address orders to Mrs, O. W. King 38 Earl 8t., Kingston.

»
THE WOMEN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY ‘OF ONTARIO (WEST).

Rmipu from Pebruary 16, 1900, to March 15, 1900,
inclsrive,

FroM CIBOLRY.—Atwood, 75c.; Brantford, First Ch. for
Miss Maoleod, 876 ; Burk's Fulls, $8.85 ; Brooke ($5.00 ad-
dittonal from qailt and 81.50 (Thank-offering), 814 ; Ulam-
mis, $2.76 ; Hartford, (85 Thauk-offering), $8 ; Keady, 86 ;
Listowel ($1.85 Thank-offering), $3.00; Listowel, 82.15;
Port Bope Thank-offering, $30 ; Poplar Hill, 88 ; St. Cath-
arlnes, Lyman 8t Thaok-offering, $5; St. Williams, for
Bolivia Mtssion, $3; Totonto, Jarvis St., (825 for famine

+ fund and $6 spoctal) 868.87 ; Toronto, Western Ch., §9.81 ;
Toronto, Walmer Rd., $0.80; Vittorla, 84; Villa Nova,
$4.75; Wyoming, §9; Wnterlornl ($11,82 Thank- oﬁ'er!ng),
$23 67. Total, $292.80.

Frou Banps.—London South for studeot, 83.70 ; Spring-
ford, $2'; Toronto, Walmer Rd., extra for {amioe fund, $1;
Uxbrldgu for Boddu Jivaratoamma, §17 ; Woodatook, First

. $; Wlnghnm for student sdpport, $3.23. Total,

08[.93.

» 108 Pembroke St., Tavronto.

Total receipts dering the moenth................ $451 73
DISBURSEMENTS, '
General Treasorer :
Forregularwork........... ............... $513 25
Extras :
For lepers from Maggie Boon, Bothwell. . ... 5 00
And from Mra, J, Alexander, Toronto...... 5 00
For famine relief from Oshawa M. C...... .. 200
And from s member of Jarvis 8t. Circle..... 25 00
Total...ovvnvevinin i o $550 25
Home Expenses :
Half Expecses Director of Norfolk Assoc. . 5( $2 00
Minate-Book for Recording Becretary, . .- 1 00
Special: Travelling expenses of Miss: \
Beolman to interview the Board, to and from :
ChICARO ...t ivenerre e i eieineens 16 00 .
Travelling expenses of Miss Gertrude Hulet,
M. D., to and from Norwich, to interview )
the Board....... ....oooviiiiineniaann 4 35
B $23 38
Total disbursements during the month.......... 573 60
GERERAL AGCOUNT.
Total recoipts since May 1, 1884 ................ 85453 76
Total disbursements since May 1, 1849....,....: 6470 62
SprotAL A0COUNT—** Medical Lady” Fund.
Recelved :
Toronto, Bloor 8t. M. C., special from two
members ... .. ceiiieni e $37 00
The balance of thisacconnt fanow.......... .. $163 o1

Nure. —The Tressurers of Oiroles and of Bands are re-
minded that they should close their books for the financial
year on March 3lef. The amount then on hand for Foreign
Missions should bp forwarded to me promptly.

ALL the money .the Treasurers of Circles and of Bands
recqive IN APRIL they are requested to hold until May.
Viorer KLuior,

Treasurer,

Tur Exgroigg or BEngvoLkNog. —If there be a pleasure
on earth whith angels catinot enjoy, which they might alone
envy man the possession of, it is the power of relieving
tress, If there be a pain which devils might pity maa for
enduring, it is the deathbead reflection that we have poa-
sessed the power of doing good, but that we have abused and
porverted it to, purposes of ill. —Colton.
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. Morto vor THE YEAR >—** We are labourers together
with God. " . - : : ) :

Praver Torto yor ArmiL—*‘For the Grand Ligoe Mie-

" sion and our work among the French inthese Provinces ;

that many may bo.won to Christ; that the messages given

by our Brother and Sister Grenier, may be owned of the
oly Spirit in mighty power."” e

In March Link, for—M_rs. Lanford, read Mrs.
“ Sanford.” ) ‘

The Convention will meet this year in Halifax. It
is therefore likely that our W. B. M. U. will hold its
annual meeting with the Society in Windsor.

Io a note from Windsor the other day the writer
mentions that the 'W. M. A. S. in that town were
planning in connection with other Societies in the
county to send their County ‘Secretary to New York
in April. A splendid idea | and ode which might be
followed with good effect by others. Thaose meetings
in New York must prove a strong impetus to the
"work of missions. - Let thosé who must remain -at
. home, seek the blessing.in earnest prayer, and thus
 divide the spoil.” .

Many hearts will sorrow with our sister, Mrs. Dunn,
of Deerfield, Yarmouth County, so suddenly called
upon to part with her husband. Noinformgtion has
reached us except through the daily papers. We can
only “be stilL”  God permits these (to us) inexplic-
able providences. We are glad He stands behind
each one. .

Brother -and Sister Morse, with Marion, are on
their way home. , Our brother’s .time for furlough
had nearly come, hut his health had givenr way en-
tirely, and it was not wise to wait. Does God permit
- this breakdown? Is it according to His will that
one man should do the work of three, yearafter year 1
If so, then Jet the Church bow in humble submission
to His divine will. But—and the but is an awful
one. But if the Church might have had, could have
had, another man on the field, and did not, then, O
God forgive Thy Church.

THE FAMINE. —

“From the year 1896 India has been torn by
calamities more disastrous than war.
1897 gaunt famine raged, chiefly ravaging Northern
and"Central India. Millions perished from sheer
starvation. Multitudes still more vast sickened and
died, even after relief reached them, from disorganized
and enfeebled health. ‘The one cause o

“'throat, while the' destitute waifs of

Frow 18¢6 to,
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THIS .TERRIBLE  CALAMITY v

was drought or failure of the monsoons’ rains. The
one want of India for. raising food supplies is water.
"When the moisture of the .clouds fails, the people
must perish unless a wise and. beneficent government
provide means of irigation. There are parts.of India
where famine is.unkoown now, because systems. of
canal irrigation from the fertilizing rivers with which
India abounds have fought back aridity.and barren-
ness. Following this terrible visitation, and due in
no small degree to it, came the deadly. scourge "of
plague.. Men fell suddenly stricken by thousands.

*"Chiefly in Western' Indig did the dire calamity rage.

Business paralyzed, cities depopulated, the wail of the
suffering and dying filling the streets—such were the
dire concomitants of this visitation. In Poona, upon
a two-thirds depleted population of about 30,000, the
daily death-rate rose to over 406." A pall as of death
hung over the city for months.. All who believed in
God fell .upon their faces and.cried to .Him.. He
sent relief,-and saved the doorbed city ; yet the dead-
liness of ‘disease ‘still bangs upon the country, News
just received4¥din Bombay announces the appalling
fact that the highest :death rate for a single day of
over 4o0 has been reached. -

*“ And now, this year, in consequence of another
period of drought, wé& are brought face to face with

ANOTHER TERRIBLE FAMINE.

This time the parts most affected are Western India
(notahly.the ‘Province of Gujerdt, famed for its fertil-
ity) dnd the States of Rajputana. The last hope of
relief from winter rains 18 over. Lord Curzon,
cabling from India, states that his worst fears are
surpassed.  All the resources of Government- are
taxed to afford relief to the suffering and starving.
Already grim starvation is clutchin%othef poor by the

th sexes stagget
hither and thither craving relief at any cost. Itis
difficult to' conceive the appalling perils‘to which
they are exposed.”

Rev. J. E. Scott, Ph D.,, D.ID,, of the American
Methodist Episcopal Mission, writes fram Mutira,
North-Western Provinces:—*“1 have just returned
from an extensive tour throughout the famine-stricken
-land of Rajputana, and assure you that the-condition
of things is awful beyond description, and is growing
-worse every day. The situation may bé summed up : ,
but litfle rain for three years, no fodder for cattle, no
food Tor man except as imported; and, in many
places, no water even to drink. Thousands, in this
cold season, are perishing from off the face of the
earth,  All the official reliel combined cannot drive
back this wolf from the door. Qur missionaries’
hands are empty, and théy must stand with bleeding
hearts and sec all this misery, starvation and death.
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The -children are being .

We are doing what we can,
gathered by agents who visit the vlllages, and housed,

fed and clothed.” -

° A communication from Rev: Albert Norton; Ked-

gaon, Poona, quotes the Z¥mes of India that * we
must make up our minds to the painful certainty that
the present disaster will be more widespread and
serious than that of 1896 7, to say nothing of that of
twenty years before.,” Mr. Norton goes on to remark
on the good work undertaken by the Government in
the way of relief; but as the famine goes on much
more needs to be done. O the relief warks which
we visited men were receiving one penny. three farth-

ings per day, and women one penny dne farthing ;
while jowasi, the cheapest grain, cost three and a-half
farthings per pound. As we pass by the relief-works,
emaciated women, in ragged clothes, supposing us to
be govemment officials, came and fell at our feet say-
ing," Oh, sir,-we cannot live on five farthings a day,
when grain is 50 high priced, and this stone-breaking
. is such hard work for us."”

Mr. Norton asked .the pative gentleman who had
charge of the works visited—*“ Where do ' all these
women and girls sleep at nights?” He replied,
* On the ground, under the trees; we have no other
place for them.” Very few had any blankets—nothing
but the thin cotton cloth—and the nights are cold.
What a help a blanket would be to those poor women
and girls, working-go hard for a * subsistence ration ”!
. And-a blanket can be purchaced for 15 4d. If some
hundreds of thousands were distributed right away,
how many lives they might help to bndgc over this
sad time {—Selected.

In'a letter received recently from . Bro. Churchill
he writes: “The new link in the East Coast Railway
made our journey from Madras to Vizianagram quite

- easy to what it used to be. In some places along
the road there were signs of drought, but for the most
part there seemed to have been a fair crop. But
from Vizianagram here (Bobbili) most of the way
there has been almost utter failure, especially around
1Bobbili. I have not been about much yet to see

. with'my own eyes, but as far as I have seen and

heard, things are_bad enough. What the people arg
to do and how they are to live I cannot see. Not

only is there lack of food. supply, but the water ques- .

tion is also a very serious one. Nearly all the tanks
are quite dry and only a few wells have water in
them, and this just at the beginning of the dry sea-
son which will fest for six months. One of .the
mission wells has. four or five feet of wategin it, and
the other ‘much less. They are nearly as low as I
have ever seen.them at the end of the dry season.
‘One I shall have to deepen byand bye . . . Of
course they were glad to see us back in the hope that
our coming means better times for them. And they
need to bave better times, at least some of them, a
_good deal better than they have had for four years

-
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past. The crops about bere last year were almost a
faiture. How some of our Christians have pulled
through is a mystery to me, and this coming year’ wil
be worse than ever I fear. There has been a very poor
crop up in the. Jaypoor country, so there is no hilp
from that direction. But bad asthings are about us,
they are nothing like as bad as in Central and West-
ern India, The Government have already set large
numbers at work, but many millions will have to be
cared for or die ”

[ baptized two women rcently. They are frdm
Mairdapilly. Otheri are said to be ready to come.
A young man, a goldsmith from Pedda Penkie, came
Jast week and was ready to be baptized at-once. But
I did not see my way clear to accept him just then.
I want to see his people in their village, do as to give
them no chance to sgy we have baptized him secretly.
Chinna David. was in from there last week and
thinks there is a good degree of interést among
the people and hopes some are believing. From
what I gather from Miss Harrison and the workers I
judge that a good many people are getting to know
our t&chmg and are becommg interested, if not
believing.”

“The morning hght is breaking.” Let us have
faith and hope and courage. The darkness will
surely disappear. There can be no doubt on this
point. We had better doubt the reality of our con-
version. God’s word caunot return unto Him void.

Mark how each word of the Great Commission is weighed
with meaning. “Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every oreature.” This dment of our Lord
ir absolute and aungualified, and is the final answer to sll
excuees and objections, The very foundations of Christisn
oharacter becow jnvolved when this obligation is dispnted
or trifled with, Moreover, the assurance of the Divine Pre-
sence in this vast uodertaking in equally expllclt and is fally
borne out by the facts. '

‘' I speak as to matters of experience and observation, and
ot merely of opinion, aud I assure you that, whatever you
may bo told to the contrary, the teaching of Christianity
among 160,000,000 of civilized, industrious Hindoos and
Mohammedans in Indis, iz effecting changes, moral, social
and political, which for strength and rapidity of effect are
far more extravrdinary than anything you or your [athers
bave witnessed in modern Europe. Presented for the first
time to most of the teeming [ndian communities within the
memory of men yet alive—preached by only a few score of
Europeans, Christianity has, nevertheless, in the course of
fifty years, made its way to every part of the vast mass of
Indian ocivilized bumavity.”—Sir Barte Brere.

WHO SHAiaL RULE INDIA!

A striking utterance on this point is from the organ of the
followers of Keshub Kunder Sen to its native readers in
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Indis. Bgch testimony fmm’tha lead
tion meot ia very ging to our mimion work, when it
shows how Christiunity compels acknowledg ¢ from the
heathen, both as to ita character and its.results, in the fol.
lowing words : : .
" “1tis not the glittering bayonet . . which can keep
our peopleloyal. No. None of these can hold India in sub-
jeotion, . . If you wish to eecure the attachment and
alleglance of India, it must be tbrongh spiritusl infl

and moral suasion.

*' And such indeod has been the cass in Indis. You cannot
deny. that your hearts have boen touched, conquered, and
sbjugated by a superior power. That power—need 1 tell
you—is Chriat. It is Christ who ruoles British India, and
not the British Government. England bas sert out a tre-
mendous moral force in the lifs and charaster of that mighty
prophet, to cénquer and hold ‘this vast empire. None but
Jesus ever deserved this bright, this precions diadem, India,
and Jesus shall have it.”

1and

-

NOT DARK WITH JESUS.

Not dark with Jesus—I can trust my Friend ;
“These eyes are dim, I can trust to Him,
Rejoice, I cannot see the end :
'Tis never dark with Jesus,

Not dark with Jesus ; I oan leave it there,
This tearfol task He would not ask,

Were itnot best for me mgear:
'Tis vever dark with Jests,

——

Not.dark with Jeaus ; for my friends are His, *

Tho' tar they dwell, He loves them well,
And bids e trust Him o'en to this :
"Tis never dark with Jesus. ’

Not dark with Jesus; lo, the clouds are gone!
¢t Child, be of cheer for I am pear !

My soul ehall glory in the sun:
'Tis never dark with Jesns.

-

N
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THE FORWARD MARCH.

Doring the first 1500 years It t-eatithated: that Christiapity
galned 100,000,000 of adherents, during the next 300 ye?u,
100,000,000 more, While within the present century it has
gained upwards of 200,000,000, or Jllore than during all the
rest of the Christian era. Theye is good grournd fof the

. statement in the Encyclopnedh%rittanicn that Christisnity
has won the nations of the futare,

It has been often stated for a fact that Buddbism lends
the religions of the_world. The suthor of ¢ The Light of
Asia,” reckons its followérs at 470,000,000. But this figure
includes the entire popUlation of Chins at ita lmigest
estimate. Careful «bservirs, like Prof. Monier Willih ms
and Dr. Hopper have lately shown that the bumber of Bud-
dhijsts does not exceed 100,000,000, at the outside. It o vet
benceforth be admitted that Cbristianity, with its 450,000,-

MISSIONARY: LINK,

000 of adherents, has fully
dbism, and stands at the front of the world’s religlyns. One
hundred years ago the doors of almost every Pagan pation
were clogpd-to- the Goapel.  As late as 1880 it was estimated
that the number 'of heathen. acoessible to- Baptist mission-
aries and fairly ailotted to them. was, say, £60,000. Now
the number s put at more-than 100,000,000. The barriers
have well nigh disappeared. The whole world is practically
open to Christianity, : :

“ NOT HEAVY—NOT SHORTENED.”

Not *“ heavy ” {a the Ear
Thy prayers are secking, .
Why shouldst thou, seired with fear,
Forbear thy apeaking? :
As mothers® ears are keen,
~ Awake or slesplng— *
8o God, alert, unseen, '
8afe watch is keeplog.

Not “shortened ” is thé Arm
To thes extended ;
Then bid they false alarm
Be quickly ended. .
;l‘ﬁgonntm;chcd Arm i» strong,
mighty ever : ’
Tpnt otit-stratobed Arm is long
And th never. '

Not shortened {s)God's Arm, {
Nor dull His hearing ;
He bends with welcome war,
And both hinds bearing
The blessing thon dost crave
& In richest messure,
Receive, £ill thon shalt haye
Abound| I treasure,

., WiNrmgp A, I"fff"

’

BrocrvinLs Miesion CiroLe.—Our regular monthly meet-

.-ing held in January, proved s most interesting one; there

were about sixty in attendance andjan excdllent prograthme
sae woll rendered. The leading featore of the meeting was
the presentation to Mrs. Vaux of a Lﬂe-mombenhlt D the
Woman's Forel Mlulom&%ooiety. Mrs: Vaux'han been
President of- the Mission lo for many years, and b
taken 8 desp interest-in the workrand hor{woﬂh in tha
responsible position was thus fittingly recognized.
re, Vaug, who was taker entirely by sarprise, express

her thanke in fitting terms. he gonrse of her remarks
sho etated that she had hoped to see the Circle with a mem-
betship of one hundred. The ladics present acted prompt)y
on the suggestion. and within & few minutes the number bf
membera was increased from ninety two to thecentury mark.
Rev. Mt. 5y camore, pastor of the ohurch, who came in jugt
as this interesting part of the proceedings was in progreas,
spike briefly referring to the high appreciation in which
Mis. Vaux's borvices were held by the people of the Baptist
church, expressing regret at her departure from town, and
wishing her and bera God-spoed In their new home.

Refreshments were served and ab hour was apent moat
ple: ly in social i .

88,

x

Lizzie Danant, 5ec.

four times the following of RBud- \‘



Doung People’s Egphrtment.

. MISSION BAND LESSON.
FORMOBA.

Leader, &-What ls Formosa? . *

Aris.—An island in the China Bea.

Leader.—How far i3 it from China?

Ans..—About 80 miles. -

Leader.—How large s this island ? -

Ana.--About 237 milg long, snd 70 miles wide.

Leader.~What does the word * Formosa " mean ?

Ans,—Beartifal.

Leader,—How did the island geﬁm)w

-Ans,—Many years ago sailors from Portugal wers passing
in their ship. Seeing Ita great beauty they exchl?"f

+ Formosa | Formosa I” aud so gave this name to the isl
Leader.—Has Formosa any mountains ?-
Ans.—Yes, a range rising to about 1,200 feet divides the
island into e fertile-plain and colder mountaln regiona.
Leader.—How masy peopls live in Formosa t T
Ans.—Néarly three milltons of Chinese besides wild tribes
in the tains that t be numb
Legder,—Who rules over this island
Ans.~TIt formerly belonged to the Dutch, bu
became a province of China. In 1894 & war brokdout be-
tween China and Japan, and as n resolt Formosa wils given
to Japan.
Leader,—What about the religions of Formou?
Ans.—The people worship idols of many kinds ; the sun,
moon and other- objects in pature ; their dead anceitors;
while the wild tribes in the mountains worship devils.
/  Leader,~Are there many heathen temples hore ?
! Ana.—Very many, grand and besutiful where large sums
| of money ave spest In idol.-worship.
' Leader.—Tell uﬁ::out the divining blocks ?

Ans,—An idol Iy set ap ander a tree {for passers-by td
worship. Bmall ks are made from the roots of the
bamboo tree. The&me who worships holds thess blocks in
his bands, aud prays **Oh, idol| Give me wealth!* He
then waves the blocrn In the aif three times and tosses them
on the ground. If tho sides meaning yes are turned “p.\,
pays lils money, makes his vows to tho idol, and depar
If the blocks suswer no, the priest persusdes him to try
again until either his patience or his puréo is exhausted.

Leader,~~Tell us aboat the idol feasta ?

» Ana—When the people are ;rowmg ,careless in their
worship, the priests announce & great feast In honor of some
idol. t quantities of food are provided, and the people
ogwfé in swarms bringing money und gifta enough to pay the
priests for thelr work.

Leader.—When pight comes, .what do the priests an-
nounce,

Ann—That the dead ancestors will join the feast. A .

grest goug sounde to snummon -thejr spirits, and s solemn

sllonce: o kept while they are eatisfying their hunger.
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* Then the gong sounds again, n.ud & great rush is made for .

the food that is left, it is %' every man for himself,” and the

. strongest gets the most. Thc noise of such a scramble can-

not be described.

!

Leader.—~What do the pricsts teach about the soul?

Ans.—That every person has three souls. At bis death
one passes into the unseen world, the second lies in the
grave with the body, while the third hovers around the old
home ofi—earth, and negds to be fed and clothed. Paper
food, money and clothing are daily burned before the tab-
lets which contain the name of the dend ancestors that their
bleasings may retnrn upon those who tbus provide for their
supposed needs.

Leader.—1Is the worship of these ancestors s great barrier
to the Gospel ?

Ans.—Yes, it is far easier for & convert to give op all
other Idols than’ to forsake the worship of his departed
friends.

, Ltader.—Who first tried to convert the -people of For-
osa ?

Ans.—Roman Catholics in 1869,

Leader.—Whet Protestant Soclety camo next !

Ans.—The English Presbyteriane settled in Sonth For-
moea in 1884, They have ten mission stations, and aboat
1,400 converts. - '

Leader.—What mlniom.ry from Ontario has worked more

/flmn twenty years in North Formosa t
\&\ Ans.—Dr. George L. MacKay, of Zorra, a village wear
w

Antock

where the Baptist College for boys is located.

Leader.—Who waa Dr. MacKay 1

Ans.—The first missionary to China sent by the Canadian
Presbyterians. In October 1871, he left home and friends to
preach Jesus Christ to the heathen.

Leader.—Did he find much difficnlty in learning. the
language !

Ans.—A Chineso servant was his only helper until one
day he took a walk out in the country and eaw some boys
who were herding buffaloes. They called bim names, and
made fun of him at firat, but he tried to talk patiently with
them.

Leader.—How did he make them listen 1

Ans,—By holding ont his watch for them to examive, and
letting them count the buttons on bis coat.

Lwder.—YVln\t objeat bad he in view ?

Ans.—To learn the langusge used by the common people.
These boys soon became his friends, and talked fréely with
bim. B8everal of them learned to love Jesus Christ, and one
is now s faithfal t preach )

Leader,—Tell about'Dr. MacKay’s first sermon

Ans.—In five months 'he had so mastered the language
that he was able to preach a sermon from the text, ** What
must I do to be saved 1

Leader.-—Was Dr. MacKay pemeoumd!

Anh—In many ways at first, but his great love and pati-
enoe at laat won some of his enemien for Christ.

Leader.—~What epecial prayer had been made By Dr.
MacKay before leaving Canada ?

Ans,—That God would give bim for his first convert an
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intnlligeut, active, edncuted young: man who wonld be hh
helper {n work for Christ, -
7 Leader.—How wea ‘this prayer answered ? :

Ans.—In the conversion of A Hoa, 8 Brlghh Chlnele
student, who had several long talhs.with- the missionpary,
and then decided to worship God only. This was in- May,
1872; and- ever since he: hu pmuhed the-Gospel in North
Formosa:

" Lender.—Hsd Dr. MnoKsy othax- nahve halporn .

-<Ana;—Beginning ‘with .A Hoa,. he soon had & band of
twenty young men for his daily oompmiom nll wishing to
beconie-missionaries.” - -

Leader.—Tell about the college: ereoted for theso stndenta ?

Ana.~—In 188), during a forlongh in Oanads, the people
of Oxford County, Ontpromised-the Doctor.mopey :endugh
td erect & butlding, It was:built :soon after his return to
" Formosa, in-Tamsui; the town where he ‘began his mission,
and.was named “ Oxford College.”

Leader.—~What about his school for girls?

Ans.—In 1888, the women and girls in their Canadian
Presbyterian missionary societies sent' Dr. MacKay money to
put up a sohool: for girla. It was built on the same gronnds
as Oxford College, & few rods distant. Here many girlaand
Bible women are being educated. God bas greatly blessed
thia branch of the work.

Leadér.—What of * MaoKay Hoapital "1 .

Anes.—1n 1880 fundi were sent to Formosa from a friend of
Dr.' MacKay's to erect & building which was td bear this
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853G Ave., Westmount, Montrea!,’ Que. - Pres., Misg
N. E. Green, Cor, Lnnndownp Ave,. Cdta 8t. Antfone Roud
Woestmonnt, Montreal ; ) Mrs, H. Hibbert Ayer
850 Oliver Ave,, Webtmount, Montrenl, Que.; Treas,, Mrs.
Frank B, Smith, 6 Thistle Terrace, Montreal, Que,; SBup, of
Mission Bandy, "Miss Mulr, 16- Baylo 8ti, Montreal al Que.
Burean of memn, Mrs. O, W. King,: 818 Enrl. Stroet'
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Al
ditor, “Tidmgl” u ?o Hardlng,Amb:::
MISSIONARY DIRECTORY

Fogon oxrapto axp gomezs, T

.‘Du Invias~Akidu (Godaveri).—Rav. J, B, Chute, sud Mrs, P, Ohute

pame; - This hospital has'been s great blessing to th d
of siok people. Many patients Who came to be cured of
bodily ailments went home- mjoinln;{nbemuw their sins were
forgiven by Jesus, the Great; Phyaloian

ﬂad What leasons ms: we learn from these few inal-
denta in the life of Dr. Mac Z

‘Aris.—That God'.will:riohly blesa a life wholly conseoral

to His service ; that in spite of the many pel

onduud by the Formosa Christi fy
even unto, death, and that the wark of this mission well
deservas our aympnthy md prayers.
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~ (Our Band Presidents shonld read the book entitled
¢ From Far Formoca," before teaching this leason.)
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