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Retigious, Likcvary & Statigtical Intelligencer,

No. 1. CAPRIL, 1898

Taviva already, in onr Prospectus, stated the plan of the Cana-
dian Miscellany, and the principles on which it is intended to conduct.
it, we shall furbear entering into any farther explanation of our views,
but commit the work to the candid judgment of our readers, in the
hope that all its venial taults and imperfections will meet with reason-
able indulgence.

The present number is almost wholly occupied by a Pastoral Let-
ter from the Clergy of the Church of Scatland in these Provinces to
theiv Presbyterian Brethren; to which we have subjoined, as a neces-
sary accompanintent, tise Circular Letter recently addressed by the
Bishop of Quebee to his Clergy.  These are documents of” considera-
ble importance ; and, as they involve a variety of questions intimately
connecied with the objects of the present publication—on some of
which we may have occasion to dilate in our subsequent numbers—
we coneeive that they formt the most suitable introduction to our Mis-
collany.

On these docmments we {orbear to make any remarks, conceiving
thae they exhibit fully the views of the parties, and are amply suffi-
cient to enable our readers to form for themselves a correct judgment
with respect to the merits of the controversy.  We cannot, however,
forbear to express the gratification which we feel in observing that
this controversy is conducted ina spivit of manly (ankness, and in a
tone of moderation and good fecling on both sides ; which, contrasted
as it is with the usual acrimony and violence of religious controver-
sy, it is truly refreshing to contemplate.

It has been thought advisable—at least for the present—to publish
monthly, instead of wecekly, as was originally contemplated—as many
of the topics which it is intended to discuss could not be comprehend-
ed within the limits of a weckly publication.

The leading article of ouwr next number—which will appear early
in May—uwill contain aview of the state and prospects of Education
and Learning in the Canadas, with some strictures on the plan of the
University proposed to he erected in Upper Canada,
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The Clergy of the Chured of Seotlony
IN THE CANADAS,

TO THEIR PRESBYTERIAN BRETIIREN,

On the subject now agitated betweeen them and the Clergy of the Church
of Englund, relative to the appropriation of the Lands veserved
Jor the support of @ Protestant Clergy in these Provinees.

BRETHREN!

VWERE the present simply a question of temparal provision, and
aflecting solely our awn interests, we should not have deemed it our
duty to address you on this oceasion ; but, to use the languzge of our
opponents, the question isone which “ncarly afleets the interests of our
Church,” and which fuvolves, i not her hmmediate existence, at least
her respectability and permanence, in these Provinees,  To abandon
aur claims, therefore, without a struggle, would he not only pusillani-
mous, but a dercliction of a solemn duty—it would be to prove our-
selves unworthy of the invaluable inheritance which was purchascd
for us with the best blood of cur hrave and pious arcestors,

Were we to notice the many undizgnised attacks that have beent
made upon us—leaving out of the question those that have been clan-
destine and insidious—it would abundantly appear how little prone
we are to controversy, and how much hitherto we have sacriliced to
peace and charity,  Indeed, we are little moved by anonymous pam-
phiets and anonymous communications in public journals; and when
recently a celebrated Chart drew upon its author the indignation of
the whole community, though we considered it an object meriting the
severest censure, we are in no way responsible for any vehemence or
acrimony it may have been the cause of cliciting.  We, on our part,
can truly say that we have never attacked any party, nor done any
thing caleulated to create excitement or provoke controversy. We
did, indeed, in the year 1820, petition IHis Majesty’s Government for
protection and support to our Church, and claimed, in virtue of what
we believe to be our Constitutional Rights, a participation in the
Clergy Reserves,  Inno other way can it be alledged, with truth, that
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we occasioned the present controversy ; and we submit, with con-
fidenee, to the judgment of the candid and unbiassed, whether there
was any thing in the spiril and tenor of our petition to warant the
violence and hostility which were namifested on that oceasion by our
upponents,  \We will leave it to the impartial, who are aware of the
representations made, and pamphicts published by our opponents, to
decide which party hits most reason to complain of attacks sustained,
and of the spivit and munner 1o which these attacks have been cou-
ducted. .

It we enquire into the cirermstances that have recently revived the
controversy, it swill appear equally manifest to which party the blame
is luirly 10 be attached.

The Beelesiastical Chart, fiumed by Dr. Strachan, having bees,
transmitted to this country, and having heen published in the news-
papers of the Provinees, oceasioned & degree of excitement in all
quarters, which will surprisc o one competent to judge of the
statemients it contains, It roused into indignant exertion cven
those who were previously passive in the matter; and, as the only
means of detecting and exposing its inaccuracios swis by giving it pub-
ficity, it must be considered the immediate and sole cause of all that
has lately been done or written on the subject.  But, however much
we may—and we do most sincerely deplore any excitement or violeice
that has arisen—we must be permitted to say that they alone are re-
spousible for these unhappy consequences, trom whom such unguard-
cd statements have emanated, or who have in any measure been the
advisers and abettors of that system of which the Chart forms a part.
We regret to obaerve, that the Bishop of Quebec has, in no part of
his Civeular, disavowed or reprobated such miseepresentations in the
manner that was to have been expected from the well known integri-
ty of his character.

To these who are aware of the correspondence which we have been
carrying on for years with the Colonial Oilice, and of the many en-
couraging promises that have been held out to us, but never realized,
it will not be matter of surprise or reprehension, especially when they
take into consideration the recent aitempt of the Arclideacon of York
to deprive us of the due support of Government, that we have at luast
resorted 1o the only effectual means of enforeing our elaims, and o
exposing wid repelling such machinations,  Indeed, the valy cha
against which it might be difficult to defend onrselves, would be that,
inamatter so deeply affecting the vital interests, or rather the very
existenee of our Chureh, we had so loig remained passive, while the
utimost activity, vigifunee and zeal were displayed B oppasing our
claims,  We must be permitied to say that, having thus been comi-
pelled to exert ourselves i self-defence, we cannot hielp viewing it as
somewliet strange to be now assuiled with the charge of aggrbsb-i;m
and violence,

Such is a fair view of the circuimstauces that gave rise to_those pro-
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cecdings which seem to have drawn forth the Bishop of Quebee’s Cirw
culur—and that silence may not be construed into an admission of
errar, apathy, or guilt, we now feel ouvselves called upon to expound
our views, and to vindicate what we deem our just claims.

We feel unfeigned and profound respect for the truly Apostolic
character, and the meek and Christian spirit, of the Right Rev. the
Lord Bishop ; and it is our anxious desire to observe towards him,
in this controversy, that reverence which not only his rank and ofiice,
but still more his piety and virtues, must impress on every good mind.
Aud, however much we may prefer our own more simple and, as we
deem it, more Apostolical mode of worship and Church Governmnent,
this sentiment of preforence dovs not blind us to the merits of the
Sister Establishment, whose high desert and real excellence as a Pro-
testant Church we frankly and cheerfully acknowledge.  With this
perfect good fecling and frunkness on hoth sides, we hope and are per-
suaded that the present controversy will not esgender uny bitterness
or rancour between us.

That we may not be thought to have made unwarrantable preten-
sions in claiming for our Church a participation in the reserved lunds,
it will be necessary briefly to notice the heads of argument which his
Lordship has stated in his Circulur,

With regard to the allegation that the Religion of the State must
be some one form which the Government st recognise and identily
with itself, we are constrained to say, that we do not believe this to
be, in theory, an axiow or self-evident truth ; and in point of fact, we
are far from thinking thut it is verified in the History of Nations,
While we admit witl the Bishop that it is the duty of a Christiun
State to support Christianity, and by the most proper and cfiectual
means to diffuse and promote Christian knowledge, picty and morals,
we by no means think that it follows from this, as a recvssary consea
quence, that it must recognise and identily itsel” with some one form,
and establish and uphold that to the exclusion of every other,—~und
we wonder that a fact so obvious as the existence of two equal ard
independent Religious stablishments ia Great Britain, should not
have forced itself on the attention of his Lordship.

The true idea of a Religious Establishment appears to us 1o be,
that a fixed and permanent provision be made by the State for
aferding religious instruction to the people, and that the Esta-
blished Religicn be that which is professed by the majority of the go-

vered.  In this opinion, we are supported by the authority of

that eminent Philosepher and Divine—Dr. Paley.

The attempt of his Lordship to support his argument by a reference
to the Jewish Economy is utterly unavailing. The Mosaic Dispensa-
tion was extraordinary and miruculous.  The Government of the Jew-
ish State was a Theocracy, and their Civil and Religious Institutions,
prescribed by the same Divine authority, weve comprised and blend-
ed together i one and the sawe codes o this very peeuliar consti-

v



A Pastoral Lrtier. i

tution of the Jewish State, in which their religious econemy was iden-
tificd with their civit polity—aid the admisistition of both vested in
the supreme magistrate—y ¢ find o parellel except in the 3ahoue-
dan States, in which the Khoran serves at onee as the directory of
Faith and rule of Civil Government, mi(lcx‘, his Lordship should
have recolfected that the diz p»nmztmn of Maoses \\'.H abrogated and
cuperseded by that of the Gog yc he latter, indeed, stnds every
where eontrasted in the Saered Weitings with the former; Antithests
would, thereiore, in this case, have been omuch better ground
argument than analogy.  Were the ,n‘in(ii;!p of assimiluting the
Christian to the Jewish cconomy adusitted, it would lead to the revi-
al ol circumelsion, sacrifices, &e.

The '1rgumuxr from the estublishment of (‘hristiamf:y, in the fourth
contiry, undur Constantine, s equally feeble. Vor this was the
in which “the interests of virtue and trwe religion sufiered grievous V.
Two monstrous errors, which were nimost um\m:d“) .xt’n[u oy e
cawie & source of innu: u,"-" e ealmmities and miischiefs n the succeed-
ing ages.”  Of these maxits one was— Thal it wus cu el of vivctes
lo deeerve and {ie, when by such means the interests of e Charch might
be promoted ;7 and the seeond, equally horeible, though fn another
puing of view, was—That errorsin seligion, when maintuined and ad-
bered to, ufter proper admonition, were pusishable with c¢ivil penal-
ties and corporeal tortures.” #

Nor is the Bishop more happy in his attempt to strengihen his ar-
gumient by cl.ummg for its support the sanction of our carly Reform-
ers. - Most of our Reformers, 2s s now universally adwmitted, enter-
tained very eironcons notions with regard to religions liberty ; and
holding the fatter waxin—relating to the justice and ex "v-(huxm of
punishing crrar by civil penaftics and tortures—cans uluul it the duty
af the civil maistrate 1o cenforee by these mears the fue religion,
{that iy, what they esteemed such) as well as to oppress and destroy
atl who dissented from it or eppoesed it 5 and, in censeqnenee, became
the advocates ui‘intolu'; ce and pu‘sucnuon, ad displayed vne of the
warst features of that Charch whose corruptions in other respects, they
had so sneeessfully laboured to expose and correet.

The question with respeet to the constenetion of the Acet of Parlia-
ment is one into the details of whiclt we shall abstain from entering,
s it belongs rather to the provinee of the lu\\'yur than of the divine,
Huflice it to say, that we beiieve His Majesty’s Scotiish subjects in a
British Colony have a just claim to eque ality of rights, privileges and
advantages, civil, eommoercial wd rvlwmus, “with their fetlow subjects
from LEngland and Trcland, or natives of these Provinees.

On the $tharticle of the Union oi'tlie two Nations, we consider our
cight to he founded as upen a rock: for, il there is any {aith ju the
mml sucred treaties and Luu"mnta Betwoeen ndtnnw, we are ]mrsu:u!--
ed it is most solenmly pledged in this contract-—which, be it observed,

X wleing’s Feclesiastieal History < Booi 2 Tavt 2, Clige 3y Seetiom i,
) s i
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was ratified severally in the Parliaments of England and Scotland,
and lies at the foundation of the British Constitution. Whatever,
therefore, would violate any article of this treaty, would go virtually
to dissolve this union of which it is the basis. For, was it not a trea-
ty between two independent nations ? Did it not equally secure to
both, within their territories, as they stood at the time of the treaty,
their respective religious establishments? And is it not palppble that,
in territories acquired since that Union, there must be an equality and
reciprocity of all rights, privileges and advantages whatever, unless
some article in the treaty can be pointed out which clearly and dis-
tinctly makes a reservation or exception; and if this be the just
construction of the treaty—had it been silent on this point—how unrea-
sonable must we regard the doubts that have been expressed by some,
notwithstanding the clear and express terms in which the fourth arti-
cle of it is conceived. * Whatever stress may be laid upon the word
“ territories,” in the same Act, it will bear no construction that could
warrant its application to those Colonies or Plantations which have
been acquired since the Union, and which are territories, not, of En-
gland, but of Great Britain and Ireland.

The argument next adduced, that another establishntent pre-occu-
pies the ground, by which we presume is meant the Church of En-
gland, (for the Church of Rome preceded both) is no better than a
petitio frincipii, or a begging of the question ; for if, by the fourth ar-
ticle of the Union, we are entitled to an equality of rights, privileges
and advantages, it will follow, by consequence, that our Church must
stand on the same footing as the Sister Lstablishment, at least in eves
ry British Colony. If we refer to the debates that took place in the
British Parliament when the Quebec Act was under discussion, we
shall find that, at the last reading of the bill, this construction was put
upon the words < a Protestant Clergy” by Mr, Fox—nor was he con-
tradicted in this view of it by any of the Ministry. Indeed, it is only
a few years since the exclusive claim to the Reserves was advanced
by the Clergy of the Church of England, at least in a public manner;
and the Scottish inhabitants of the Colony were not apprised of their
views in this respect, until the appearance, in a Quebec paper, in the
year 1820, of an advertisement with respect to a Clergy Corporation
for the management of these Reserves.t Soon after, the Clergy of the

* Article IV. of the Act of Union says—¢¢ That all the subjects of the United
Kingdom of Great RBritain shall, from and after the Union, have full freedom
aud intercourse of Trade and Navigation to and from any port or place within the
seid United Kingdom, and the Dominions and Plantations thereunto belonging 3 and
that there be a communication of all other rights, privileges and advantages, which do

or may belong to the subjects of either Kiogdom ; except where it is otherwise expressly
agroed in these Articles.””

4 The following is the advertisement cut out of the Official Paper—the Quebec Gazctte :

CLE RGY RESERVES.—His Majesty having been graciously pleased to
erect and constitute a Corporation, consisting of the Bishop of this Diocese and the
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Church of Scotland drew up a memorial to the Government, in which,
in terms most respectful to the Sister Church, they urged their claims
to a participation in the Revenues of these lands.

The special clauses of the Act on which the Bishop is pleased to dwell,
as if they constituted an argument that the general term, “a Protestant
Clergy,” was intended to be limited and restricted to that of the Church
of England, prove only that conditional authority was given for carrying
the provision into immediate effect as regards the Church of England,
while it was left to be settled afterwards by Government with regard to
the Church of Scotland. In fact, the term, «Clergy of the Church of
England,” adopted in the special clauses of the Act, affords corroborat-
ing evidence in favour of our construction of the term, “a Protestant
Clergy ;” for how can we account for the variation of the terms, if there
be no difference in meaning ?

‘The powers of a Bishop in this Colony, we humbly conceive, are
to be measured, not by the powers which belong to a Bishop in En-
gland, but by the laws and constitution of the Colony. Have we not
a Cg;holic Bishop vested with extensive powers, and a Catholic Cler-
gy wecognised and established by law, and in actual possession of the
tith#s?  Under these circumstanees, it is altogether unavailing to ar-
gue, from the condition of the Protestant Clergy in England, that they
have, or are entitled to have, the same status in these Provinces. But
we commit, with confidence, to abler and more impartial men, the
true construction of the Act, and the determination of the rights of
British subjects, whether of the Church of England, or of the Church
of Scotland in a British Colony; and shall proceed to weigh some
other points of argument which the Bishop has touched upon, and of
the justness and force of which the people of Canada are better qral-
ified to judge. '

These arguments turn all upon the great and increasing numbers
of the Church of England, the facility of conversion to her com-
munion, the alacrity with which proselytes resort to her from all
quarters, and especially the great number of teachers, licentiates,

CLEBGY of the Church of England holding benefices within this Pravinee, for the super~
intending, managing and eonducting the Reserves made or to be made for the support of
a Protestant Clergy within the Provinece, PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, that all
Lieases of such Reserves will in futura be granted by the said Corporation § and that appli~
cations for the same are to be made either to the Sceretary of the Corporation at Quebec,
or to the Clergyman of the Church of England residing nearest to the lot to be applied for.
Notics is also farther given to those prrsons —whether holding Clergy Reserves under
se, or occupying them without titla —who are in arrear in the payment of rent for the
lots raspectively held by them, that the Ministers of tha Chureh of England residing near-
est to such lots, are severally authorised, on the part of the Corporation, to receive arrears
of rent, or in eases where such arrears shall be large, to compound for them : such comx
Position to be subject to the approbation of the Principal and Directors of the Corporation :
And all persans, so in arrear, are called upon to make payment forthwith accordingly,
and to prevent, thereby, the neeessity of further proceedings agaiust them.

By order of the Corporntion,

ANDREW WM. COCHRAN, Secretary.
Quebec, 13th June, 1520
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and ministers of” other denominations, who are contineally offering
themselves as candidates fov Toly Ordors.

As to the mumber of menbers of the Churchoof Tingland, we would
judge of them mucdreather, it we might he perwitted, by those who are
communicants, than by those who attend nublic \s(nshlp s foerthe lutter
we know in nny instances to be lllt"i]_) 'd”d(_l()ll’:, asa criterion of the
number of hermembere, Many of the members of the Scoteh congrega-
tions recently formed in these Provinees were previcusly in the Liabit of
attending the Clinreh of England, and some no doubt were mewbers,
and umlmuvd to be sountil they obtained ministersof their own perstia-
sion. "This, indeed, will appear palpable from the vast disproportion
hatween the nssher of hearers and comnunicants, as stated by the
Clergy of the Churel ol England themeelves. On the other Tand,
the number of the members hunn ring to our church will never be ful-
Iy known until we are provided mlh an adequate supply of pastors.

"The Bishop s mentioned in Bis Civeular that there ave large congre-
gotions in his Diucese unsupplicd—that the congregations of the
Chureh of England are the most considerable—and that he is disposed
to believe that her disciples outmumber those of any other comuru-
nion.  In forming this estimate we mast be permitted to say, that we
apprehend many included in it will be found of a different commu-
nion, and attend the Church of Englzmd hecause they have no minis-
ter of their own pcrsm\si(m. And ify indeed, there are large congre-

gations unsupplied, it argiies a want of judgment or care in the distri-
bution of her pastors, since it consists with owr knewledge that there
are many whose congregations are small and inconsider 1hlc, and who,
therefove, we conceive, might be transferred with advantage to those
siiuations where there is an adequaice field for their ministerial labours.
We could bring unquestionable prool’ that certain congregations, cone
sisting of not more than 50 hearers, and 15 cmnmu.nc.nta on an ave-

rage, Imve pastors enjoying the usual cmoluments of L200 or £500 per
annum. In one word, we shonld be much satisfied could we ohtain,
from proper authority, a census of the communicants in the Church
of England, as this scoms to us the only sure and undeceitiul eriterion
ol its progress ;5 and on the comparative nwnber of communicants in
cach o' the Churches we should be willing to rest the decision of the
question,

We might aiso propese arother criterion which appears to us to
form a wmd test of the disposition or tendency of the people
with respecet to the different forms of religion, viz: What vn]unhm
contributions eould be sbained in the difftrent settlements in favour
of each of the established Churchies.  Let us suppose that the Govern-
ment and the Society for propugating Christian Knowledge should
withdraw their support, and leave the Church of England to depend
entirely, like the Sister Establishment, on the free-will offerings o her
menmhers, we would ask them to tell us candidly, of the Churches and
Clergymen now existing, how many would continue under sneh cirs
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cumstaness to be sappocted. {Cls not to he wke f»!f‘gﬂ.\dﬁc:.!itll:\t,
where there 15 no Chaeeh or minister of our communtomeestalilished,
there is no seope for estublishing one; on the other hand, in many
places where a Clergyan of the Lhurdl of England has long ofiiciat-
ed, the desive ot ohtaining a Clergynan of our communion, 1s scaree-
Iy less ardeat or less qunuuxl tunnin other places where no Chinreh has
ever yel besn estahlished.

Ve can also casily account for the alleged facility of conversion to
the Chareh of Bagland, and teadency to enter Lier comnuanion,—
for so long as the pulu.v avowed and reconmiended by her Clergy
is iml:;-.n.d out, viz: o withhold support from all other denowmi-
sations—neeessity, and the want of’ a more congendal forn of religion,
will fnduce many to join her conmunion, who have no feeling ol pre-
dilection, or attachment to her forms.

I similar way it s casy to account for the number of licentiates,
teachers ond ministers of other denowinations who have been drawn
within hee pale,

The dificrence of doctrine between the several denominations off
Protestan’s is not so great as wholly to preclude die operation of
pradential motives; and where there are on one side poverty and ne-
gleet, and on the other comiurt, independence, patronage and promo-
tion, those who wre acquainted with human natare will not wonder ta
soC even a greats ('ump-.u'auivc number of prosclytes fram among the
Cleray Ll.(.u the Laity of other denominations; and should we 1lm or
pate it afature duy shift sides, we migle tind, without much sur-
prise, the case revursed.
2y ds ey to prediet that, i the e of twvo hundred pounds
sterling @ yew continae to be held out to induce the teachers of cthier
denominations to enier her communion—und if the Episcopal Chureh
receive sueh candidates with the same facility as huc(umxc mto the
pxw»lly ofiice, the munber in all likelihood will continine to inerease.
Al dhose with whom moral pringiple aud fecling have less intluence
tian the love of this present world will resort (o the Bishop of Quebee
for orders, and will desire to be put into e privsts” eifice * toea piecs
of silver and a morsel ol Gread,”

L fine, when we congider that the Chureh of Englamd has been hi-
lllu‘m almast entirely aunpmtul by (m\mum'-nt and the bucwty
fur Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts—that her Clergy in
niy »cl'lu.unm' have been Jong csublhhul and for nmny years
hace officiated without any u)mm.uuon ot the part of our churen
~—uwhunall the advantages they possess {rom long ])l"~()LLll[hl(IUIl
of the grouwnd, and from the zeal and activity With which they
have availed themaelves of their controul over the funds and instita-
tions for education in the u.lnny, and every other means of proselytiz-
in: r, are taken into view—it is aatter of wender that they have not
nuds @ greater progre s,

C
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We readily concur with his Lordship, that unity is most desirable
amang Christians—that it is delightful to every reflecting and well
constituted mind—and when principles are not compromised it is worth
some sacrifice of habits and prepossessions to avoid division. But,
as it appears to us, his Lovdship confounds two ideas widely different,
and having different terms in our language appropriated to express
them, viz: unity and uniformity. There is unity among Cluis-
tinns, of whatever name or denomination, when they are all possessed
and penetrated with the true spirit and vital influence of Christian-
ity, especially with the spirit of charity and brotherly love. In
this scnse, unity is opposed to schism, sectarianism, or division;
although, from a confusion of ideas, and consequently of language, on
the subject, we frequently find one denomination of Christians charg-
ing another with the guilt of schism, because they cannot conscien-
tivusly conform to the external order and institutions of some particu-
lar Church.  In this case, it is evident that uniformity is mistaken for
unity, and an undue stress consequently laid upon it. There may be
uniformity without unity. ¢ They are not all Isracl who are w'Is-
racl”  To be onc in our cutward profession, and conformity to any
external order, is far from being a phrase identical with our heing one
in Christ Jesus—that js, in the true faith and spirit of our religion.

Besides her Hookers, her Chillingworths, her Taylors, and her Pa-
leys, there will be found in the Chu, - h of England some, who like Arch-
bishop Laud, are scarcely to be dcenominated Protestant ; and have
there not been, and are there not still, some in her connmunion who
dishonour the Protestant name, and belie their Protestant profession,
by inculcating, if' not in express terms at least in elfeet, the worst doc-
trines of that Church against which we have protested—¢ implicit faith
and passive obedience "

In the same manner there may be unity without uniformity.
We trust that there are many true disciples of Christ on both sides
of the Tweed; and not only so, but in many of the varions dencmi-
nations of the Christian world ; and so far there will be unity, though
certainly not uniformity.

While, therefore, we agree with the Bishiop in the importance of
unity, and its cssential and indispensable necessity to constitute @
Chiistian Church, we may be allowed to doubit whether it would serve
the interests of Christianity to merge all its different forws in one,
thereby establishing a perfeet uniformity.

The Church of Clirist has been beautifully likened, by the great
Apostle of the Gentiles, to a system compesed of different parts, all
harmonising to a common end ; and the particular example which he
seleets, and which affords a happy illustration of his subjeet, is the
lnan body and its members; < for as the body is cne, and hath ma-
ny members, and all the members of that one bedy, being many, ave
one body, so also is Christ.”
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May nat the different forms and modes of external Christianity be
well and wisely adapted, by Divine Providence, to accomplish the
great ends of its institution, and to diffuse and impress its intluences
on all the various orders and classes of mankind, until the “leaven
shall have leavened the whole lump 2 There was union and combi-
nation of resource, and in one seanse no division or waste of the means
{or building up Religion, in the Church of Rome during the very
height of papal supremacy and domination, But did this state of
things in lict conduce to the strength and prosperity of true religion ?
The enliglitened and liberal Roman Catholic will be the tirst to an-
swer, No l—There is union and combination of resource in Spain and
Portugal at the present day ; but will it be alieged that they have con-
duced to the advancement of true Religion ?

But, in order more properly to develope our views of the Eeclesias-
tical Policy of the Clhurch of” England, we shall consider the system
in its influcnce—Ist, on Patriotism—2d, on the prosperity of the {'v-
lony—38d, on civil and religious liberty—ith, on picty and morals—
and finally, in its influence on the character and ultimate progress of
the Church of England herselt.

With regard to Patriotism, we are persuaded it bas a very intimate
connection with the particular form of religion in which men have been
trained up, and the services to which they have been aceustomedin their
native land.  Tuke from a Scottish Emigrant the particular furm of
waorship practised in his own country, and the service of the Church
which he loves and vencrates, and you will make him neither more
British in his feelings, nor morve Christian in his character.  What-
ever may be the sentiments or conduct of some of our countrymen in
Quebee, Montreal and York, whese facility in adopting a new faith,
we have reason to believe, arises In some instances from indifference
to Religion, rather than any serious conviction or eulightened prefor-
ence—the Bishop has suflicient knowledge of the Scottish peasantry
to he aware of their heart-felt attachment to the Chureh of their nu-
tive land, and that, under the destitution of the peculiar ordinances
of their own worship, they wauld be like the eaptive Jews by the Ri-
vers of Babylon—their hearts and their lips would refuse to join in a
sevvice which, however excellent in itself, s foreign to their feclings
and habits, It is not the sevvice of their native land—It is not the
worship of their fathers—It is not the song of their own Zion—And
the picty and the patriotism of the Scottish peasant would both Jan«
guish and wither under the privation of his national Religion—We
cannot, thercefore, hesitate to pronounce that a shallow and heartless
policy which would oppose the efiectual establishment of the Scottish
Chureh, and an adequate provision for its support, in these Colonies.

We agree with Dr. Strachan that it is desirable to promote Lnglish
feelings and habits in these Provinces—but we beg to explain in what
sense we understand the word English. It has acquired two signifi-
cations : in the ane it applics to that part of Great Britain strictly s
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called—in the other, and niore extended sense, to thie whole of the
Unitod Kingdom; and in this latter aceeptation is synonymous with
the word British, which, infact, is the ouly preper ternn IF it were
legitimate object of policy to superinduce English habits and feclings
in the restricted sense of the term, (the only sense of it which will suit
the views of our antagonists) we foresee much difficulty in accomplish-
ing that object, and are unable to perecive why it might not be as
wise and liberal policy to cherish and promote Scottish feclings and
habits, since the Scottish people form a much greater proportion of
the population.  If we stigmatize as faction and party spirit all at-
tempts to keep alive rational prejudices and distinetions i the latter
case, why not also in the former? We humbly conceive that the views
of an enlightened statesman would be far more comprehensive aind
generous, viz : to give full scope to the diffusion of British (i. ¢. En-
glish, Seoteh and Irish) feelings and influcnces, and not to obstruct
any of thuse channcls by which they may be communicated, and
more especially such channels as ave likely to convey them most co-
piously, and to extend them most widely. All true and enlightened pa-
triots—all men possessed of Dritish feelings—all who Tove not only
their country, but mankind—all who are not more solicitous for the
extension of a particular Church than the advancement of” Christian-
ity—will be heartily desirous to sce every way opened, and every fu-
cility afforded, for the intellectual, moral and religious influence of
our common country to spread and prevail to the utinost ends of the
rarth,

To what degree the north part of the Isand of Great Dritain might
be made subservient to the advancement of the greatest glory ard
the noblest empire to which a nation can aspire, we icave to our ad-
versavies themselves to judge.

But we object to the exclusive system, not only as unjust and
partial, but as impolitic and highly prejudicial to the interests of the
Colouy. The most cssential requisite to promate the presperity of new
settlements, is to make a provision for Churches and Schools suitable
to the wants and wishes of at least the majority of the population.
This, we are persuaded, is the prime cause of the prosperity of the
United States, and of any superiority which they may possess over
these Provincez. The wortniest and most respectable Enigrants
will, in choosing their place of settlement, De influenced in the grent-
est degree by a consideration of the comparative advantages with re-
speet to the religious instruction and cducation of their family : and
namy, influenced by this consideration, will fursake Canada, which,
as a British Colony, would otherwise have obtained a preference from
them,

We believe that, if due encouragement were given ta our Church,
and to schools in connection with it, in the Canadas, this Colony would
possess all the advantages of edneation and religions fnstrucetion in
the same degree s Seotland itselll and the beat intuenees of the Pa-

N
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the Parent Country would be extended and diffused throughout the
most distant parts of the Empire.

The redundancy of young men, educated at Scottish Universities,
if the least cncouragement were afforded them, would be sufficient to
ill the Colonies with men of education, and to raise the standard of
learning and morality in the British Colonics almost to a level with
that of the Parent Country. Itisa well known fact that, in these
provinces, the most useful and eminent teachers have been Scotsimen;
and that the greater part of those who are now distinguished by talent
or office, in the country, cwe to them their education. We need only
niention the names of Doctor Strachan, Mur. Skakel, Mr. Wilkie and
Doctor Whitlaw.

How much the prosperity of the Country would, therefore, be ad-
vanced, were the present exclusive systam abardoned, and the same
support and encouragement extended to teachers, licentiates and
ministers, in connection with the Church of Scotland, as to those of
the sister establishment, may be inferred from the obligations under
which Canada lies to the few who have repaired to it uunder all the
discouragements and disadvantages of the present system.

The danger of such a system to the cause of civil and political,
as well as of religious liberty, will be equally obvious to every intel-
ligent and reflecting person.

How formidable, in this respect, would be a numerous body of Cler-
gy, such as Doctor Strachan prospectively contemplates as likely to
exist at no distant period of time, supported by funds altogether in-
dependent of the people—we might alinost add of the Government or
the State—and having not only the exclusive possession, but the ex-
clusive management of the Church lands and their revenues—invested
at the samie time with the whole controul and direction of education,
and, by natural consequence, connecting exclusively with their own
establishment, and rendering subservient to its aggrandizement, Uni-
versities, Colleges, Schools, &c.  Add to all this the political influence
which they could not fail to possess, and to exercise in the Legislative
and Executive departments of Govermment through their Episcopal
head; and the no less formidable influence which would be united in
their collective body, in virtue of the particular, personal, and local
influence exercised by their numerous members, from the greatest to
the least, distributed through every part of the country, and from the
peculiar constitution of the Church of England, possessing every fa-
cility for combining, extending and perpetuating that influence!
Such an establishment would become doubly formidable in a country
where there is no check or counterpoise to the Clerical order in the '
splendour of royalty, in the weight and dignity of a hereditary aris-
tocracy, or in the spirit, virtue and independence of a numerous and
culightened gentry. Such an extlusive establishment, it must not be
disguised, would be as perilous tq the civil as to the religious liberties
of this country; and insaying this, we mean not to cast any, the least
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least reproach on the Clergy of the Sister Church, who, we believe,
are as disinterested and moderate as any other Clergy in the world,
We reason from the general principles of human nature—{rom the ac-

knowledged laws of the moral world—{rom the unilorn experience of

past ages—which all teach that, though men individually may be ca-
pable of disinterested and generous conduct, communitics have al-
ways been invariably sclfish aud inordinately ambitious.—Nor does
Ledesiastical history warrant the conclusion, however pleasing it
niight be, that clerical contmunities furm any exception to the gener-
al law, orthat a Protestant hievarchy, if scope and opportunity were
given for that purpose, might not tread in the footsteps of Papal ame
bition.  The History of' Scotland during the reign of the Stuarts, and
the past and present state of Ireland, afford a melancholy proof that the
same catsns, in similar circumstances, will produce the same effects,

The infiuence of the system on piety and morals, is alse extremely
unfavourshle. Tow many are by it deprived altogether of religious or-
dinances, or have aceess to them only in aform and mode to which they
are unacenstomed, or even utterly averse ! ITad the same encour-
agement been given to theChureh of Scotland, she would, at this mo-
ment, when the sister Church s vepresented by her warmest advo-
cates as merely beginning to take root, have embraced within her
pale, o vast majovity of the inhabitants of the Colony; and if we
may he warranted to form a judgement from the circumstances of
the Parent Counntry, would have greatly narrowed the field of dissent,
and united 1o one communion, all the different denominations of
Preshyteriang, Scottish, English, Trish nud American,

1t will be readily admitted that forms of Religion are far Jess im-
portant than its spirit and power; and enlightened Clristians will
feel lintle desive to withdraw their brethren from any particelar
cormuunion which is not disfigured or corrupted by gross errovs and
superstitions.  On the other hand, they will be averse to change, and
pause hefore they attempt to withdraw men from the fhith and wor-
ship of their fathers—knowing low mueh picty and devation depend
upon association, and how much their power and influence are hieigh-
tened by being mingled and combined with the tenderest feclings of
the heart, and  associated with the endearing recollections and chari-
ties of home and commtry—of kindred and ancestry.  Give to peo-
ple religious instruction in that form and manner which is most
congenial to their feelings and habits; and though you may not
thereby extend the bounds of any partienlar Church, you will ulti-
mately accomplish much good to the cause of Christian Picty and

Morals.—Indeed, it appears to us, that the melancholy prevalenee off

infidelity and apathy, with regard to Religion, is owing, in a great
measure to the want of an appropriate and congenial mode of re-
ligious instruction ; and they must lay an undue stress, assuredly, on
religious maodes and forms, who would sacrifice to them the spirit and
substance of Christiunity.
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We come next to consider the influence of the svstem with regard
to the Church of’ England itsell. The progress of a Churelr is not
to be estimated by the multiplication of Clergymen and places off
worship, where the great bady of the people are of a difivrent com-
munior.  Such a system is artificial, impolitic and prejudicial o its
respectability and permanence, It ereates, indeed, o bady of Clergy-
men whose nuniber nay be indefinitely extended so long as assistance
continues to be afforded from the funds of the socicty, and the liber-
ality of’ the government,

But it’ the mode of instruction is not congenial to the inhabitants
of the Colony, the whele fabrie, like an invorted pyramid, will be-
come wore unstable the higher it isvaised. The inducement of a
comfortable living, will draw Tenchers of other persuasions, notwith.
standing some predilection for the faith of their forefhthers, into the
commuanion which oifers such adventages. But let it not he sup-
posed that ever they will be actuated by the gennine spivit of Chureh
of England men.  Attracted, as it may be {eared, chicfly by tom-
paral considerations, they cannot be expected o intuse into the
Church, into which they entery any vital huiluence. It they do not
sink into Jukewarmness and apathy, they willy at least, be actuated
by a bastard zeal, the oftspring of selitlove and seeular intevest.

Such were the principles of the system, which, in the thoe of the
Stuarts, was practised in Scotland for the purpese of establishing
Episcopacy among our forclathers.  The edebrated  Arcibihop
Sharpe, was originally a Preshyteriun Clargyman, whon ambitien or
covetousness made a proselyte to the very faith which Le previowsly
had stoad the foremost in opposing.  Promoted to the Archivpiseopal
See of 8t. Andrews, he proceeded with a Blind and precipitate mal, o
impose an uncongenial religion upon his country,  What was the
consequence ? Episcopacy became, under Bis auspices, utterly and
universally odious to the nation; and at last, was in o wmanier extir-
pated by the reaction produced by the very ageney which was enplay-
ed to promote it. Sowme fuatures of resemblance, may puthaps be
diseerned between the policy recommended and pupsiced i the days
of Archbishop Sharpe, and that which has recently  been publicly
avawed by the leaders of the Churelr of Ungland in Upper and Low-
er Canada, and of these, none is more renualable than 1him Seofse
men, and Prosclytes from Preshytery to Episcopacy, should, i both
instances, be the chict' i nnents.

Vith such views as we have now stated on the subject of o con-
stitutional rights in a British Colony—inregard to the constraction of
the Quebee Act—and the spivit and tendeucey of the system pursued
by the present feaders of the Church of England in these Provinees—
we cin do o less than avow, in the most public vmes, and inpres:
on our Presbytevian Drethren in the most emphatic terms, our un.
imous conviction that it is our bounden duty, und that of all who he-
Jowg to our communion, both from considerations of piuty und putris
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otism, {rom regard to our rights as Bridsh subjects, and members off
one of the established Churches of Great Britain, as well as from re-
gard to the interests and liberties o this, our adopted country, to
which we have come out in the contidence of enjoying, unimpuired,
all our rights, privileges and advantages, whether civil, commiereial,
or religious—tu stund forth in temperate, but finm resistance to a sys-
tem, which appears to us, fraught with the greatest evils,  Bilieving
that the system, in its nature and tendency, appears to the venerable
and amiable Prelate, who s at the head of the BEnglish Church, and
to many of the Clevgy of that Church who defend it, in a very dit-
ferent light from what it does to us, we are lar trom imputing to them
the moral blame which attaches to its unprincipled advocates and
abettors.

We feel, however, that this circunmstance only renders it more -
periously our duty to express our strong sense of its impolicy aud
danger i every point of view in which we can contempluie it

In muaking this appeal to the public, we can truly say, that it is the
first we have ever made; and that we have never, cither from the pul-
pit or the press, promalgated  doctrines or seutiments hostile to the
sister Church.  We huve never, in any way, atiacked ler, or even
breathed a spirit of unkindness or hostility  towards her j—we appeual
with confidence to all who have been in the habit of atiending our
public ministrations, whether we have not carefully abstained, not only
trom assailing those doctrines in which the sister Chureh differs from
our own standacd, but—in a spirit, as we may be perivitted to call it,
of exemplary forbearance—even from replying to those invectives
which have been dirceted agaiust us, both from the pulpit and
trom the press, by our Episcopal Brethren.—But theugh we may nat
bave thoughu it necessary or useful, in suelt encumstauces, to notice
every petty attack, and every idle sareasim, et it not be presamed
that we are lukewarmy inour attachment to our Church, or think
that her catse may not be maintained with advantage aguinst every
adversary.—No! the faith which we inherit froin our foretuthers, and
for which so many of them bled and died, s endeared to our hearts
by recotloctions at once the most sucred aud the most gloricus,—hy
the inestimable blessings and privileges, civil, political and religious,
of which it has been the source,—and by the intellectual and moral
influence which it Las widely diffused throughou the Christian world.

To this faith, the Scotsman assurcdly owes whatever most ho-
nourably distinguishes his Country among  the nations of the workl.
It is the influence of their Church, and her kindred institutions,
that have imbued the hearts of the people of Scotland with their
best feelings, and have made her peasantry the pride of hier own
land, and the admirvation of the world.

To the Irish Presbyteriun, we would say, what exbortations can be
needful on our part, to maintain and strengthen your attachment

o the faith of your fathers—that taith which has so happily averted
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trom Presbyterian Ireland, niuch of that ignorance and distress which
prevail in other parts of your native hind, and made it like an Oasis
in the midst of’ the desert ) '

To all Presbyterinns, off whatever Country, we would appeal wheth-
cr they have any reason to be ashamed of thas faith which led their
fathers to stem the torrent of tyranny and despotism on the one
hand, and to stand aloet from democratic fury, and wild licentious-
ness, miscalled liberty, on the other—of that faith, whose Apostles
and Founders were the parents of civil and religious liberty, at the
same time that they were the firmest supporters of the Throne and
Constitution!

“ By their fruits ye shall know them,” is the critevion of Clwisti-
anity, which its Divine Author has himself laid down as the only in-
fallible ones and it we apply this test to these countries which have
adupted the form of Religion which we profess, we shall find that
knowledge, learning and good morals Iave, inan cmivent degree,
been its accompaniments.  Indeed, to the Presbyterians and Pui-
tans, (a kindred race,) we shall find that mankind are almost exclu.
sively indebted for the most incstimable henefit, that perhap - was
ever conferred on the worldy viz, the establishment of an eflective
system for the general diffusion of knowledge. They are the foun-
ders of national education ; and possessing a wisdom as profound, as
their zeal for Refigion was ardent, they deomed that they could do
nothing wore eficetual for the advancement of genuine Christianity,
than to make provisien for the universal diffusion of knowledge; as-
sured, that inits course, all the influences of Christianity would ne-
cessarily flow as their natural and proper channel.

To them, therefure, belongs the noblest distinction which can be
claimed by any of the benelactors of mankind, that of having laid the

foundation of those admirable institutions for the advancement of

learning, which form the peculiar glory of Switzerland, Holland,

Scotfand and New England.  With such claims to the gratitude of
3 4

mankind, it is impossible that any, save these whose minds are infin-
enced by bigotry and prejudice, can refuise the due meed of' praise
to their merits, ov stand forth in hostility to a system, of which the
effects have been so diffusive and beneficent ; and we conceive it -
possible that any enlightened wember of aur Chureh, can feel ashame
ed to profess that fuaith which aninmted their exertions, and enabled
them to hequeath so invalaable an inlieritance to future ages.

But whatever may have heen the {ruits of the system in former times,
and in other countries, it has been demanded by our adversavies, what
has the Presbyterian Charelr done in Canada, To this, we frankly
answer—as a Charch, nothing., IHow could she ? She has never been
favoured with the means of operating in her corporate capacity. —
Presbyterian Church government eannot be said to have as yet exist-
ed in these provinces,  Had we been provided for in a suitable man-
ner, we should have had, not only a competeat number of Churches

D
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and Ministers, but, which is no less essential to cive fuil effect to o
Presbyterian establishment, we should have ebizined a comscction
with our parent Church—we should have bien placed wneder hier ju-
risdiction—we should have been enabled te form Schoals for the
ceducation of our youth, and to have providad for and superivterds
od the cdncation of such as might have been intanded for Holy
Orders—all which, to say nothing of the powers of licensivg s (i
daining, as well ¢ of exercizing discipline and government over aur
Ministers and members, so indispensible, not ouly to the elivetiveness,
but to the very existence of a Churel,—have been hitherto uittain-
able by us, from the want of a suitable provision,  How iar the re-
presentations of our opponents have been instrumentzl in causing the
tailure of our applications for this purpose—il indeed we may not.
appeal to their own conscivusness—we submit to the candid to judze
from the tener of their writings on the subject of our cluims. -~ One
thing we are bold to affirm, that as civcumstances over which we
had no controul, have hitherto prevented us from existing as
Charch, it is altegether unreasonable to blame us for incfliciency, or
ever to charge upon our Chureh. diserders er abuses which we are
willing to admit way have arisci—uor, as with cqual proprivty. we
might have suaid, must ever, in the nature of things arise where ce-
clesinstical govermment and discipline do not cifeetively exist,

It is cqually unfiir to institute a comparison between our Church
and the sister establishment, as the comypetition between us, in the
present circumstances, is the farthest possible from being on equal
terms ; but insulated and disjoined as our Churches and Clergy have
heretofore been, and acting without that concert and colicetive feree,
which can enly be obtained by an ecclesiustical constitution—is it the
fuct that we have been altogether unserviceable, even nofwithstand-
ing all these disadvantages? Do not the names of the lare Hev.
Mr. Bethune, of Glengary, Dr. Spark, of Quebee, and Mr. Barcly,
of Kingston, (to say nothing of the living,) plead somewbat in fa-
vour of the meriis of our Church?  Ilas the cause of education and
learning in the Canadas, reaped no benefit from her Ministers and
Members?  Has Religion not geined by the able and fuithiul, and,
so fur as temporalities are concerned, the ll-rewarded laboeurs of our
Tresbyterian Prethren in the Ministry, whuo, theugh not of' the sume
communion with us, hold the same creed, arc attached to the same
discipline and form of Church government, have received the same
education in philosophy and languages as well as theology, as the
Judicatories of our Chureh require on the part of their probationers ;
and between vhom and us, if there exist any points of diflerence,
they are such as will be acknowledged to be slight and alnest evan-
escent ? Tlas nothing been effected by the labours ol these picus and
learncd Ministers, presiding over nunerons congregations, and, until
very lately, exceeding in number the Clergy ol the Churcl of Lin-
gland. while the collective number of their Members, we have every
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san to helieve, will be found greatly to exceed those of that

14

Church?
those of our Presbyteriun Brethren, who are stiled Dissenters, that
Church would have been utterly imupotent to stem the tide of infide-
lity and profligacy, which must “have overspread the country.

We perfectly eoncur in the spivit of the excellent rewarks of the
Bishop of Guebe, in guarding his people against all heat and vio-
lence i the agitation of a guestion of temporal provision ; but we
must be permitied ta ehserve, that his advice would have carried
greater weight, i it had not come accompanied by an unqualified
assertion of the exclusive claim of the Boglish Church to the Clergy
Reserves. The same principles which liave appeared to our vpponents
1o warrart their adherence to the claim of an exclusive vight to these
Reserves, itisimportaut to ohserve, apply to ewr case with equal force,
aad oy, therefore, well justify our more humble claim to be admit-
ted to o participation, while we have no wish to deprive the sister
Chineh of an equitable share, and leave it to the wisdom of the Lu-
perial Pwrliament to determine wiat portion may be commensurate
witlt our just rights.

As his Lowdship has inculeated the duty of mederation in such
terms as preclude the necessity of any further advice on that point,
we ﬂln!l close the present letter, by ofitring some thoughts on the
spirit which onght to he cherished by Chiristiuns of dificrens denomin-
d(l(l'}.\ towards one another,

We ot in too earnest and ungualilied terms, inculeate a spin't
of liherality, inportant in all circumstances, but more especially ina
country like tm, where, Tt a manner, all the various denominations of
the Christinn world are brought into contact.—We st conless that
we see so little sympton ol any excess in this respeet, that we are in-
clined to believe, from late occurrences, that we were never less in
danger of what i, termed Liberalism. Entertaining these views ot the
importance of chumn'nr a spirit of wood will among the many diflorent
18, We l'nmt but cntcr our protest 1")1)15&

denominations of Christia
hat system of prosclytising, which the Churcliof Logland has .ulnpr-
ed anmd avowed, and which her prusent 1Iead has ventured to recomn-
mend us wise poh(y both in a religious and  political point of view.
In the Bishap's scntiments on this | point, we must confess that we
fuel little dupm{‘(l to concur—tor we believe experience has proved,
that while little good can be done to the cause off picty and morality
by prosely lj.unw—tll.lt is, g unnw over from one external form of
(‘hmtmmtv to .mnthu'-—lt is in “‘L.ll(.l"ll apt to create, especially in the
minds of the weak aud ignor ml, religious bigotry, or an inordinate
and superstitions att ldnncnr to pqrtu.u]ar modes and  forms as dis-
tinet from the taith and spirit of religion : and such lwrohy 0NnCe Ci-
gendered, seldom fhils to beeome a “ertile souree of heart burnings,
jealousics mnl contentions; for, in the moral, as in the natural
world, it will be found that action and reaction, arc equal and contra.
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We are bold to afinm, that but for the ministrations of



'
|
|
¢

20 A Pastoral Letter,

ry, and that thercfore the zeal of the prosclytizer, will ultimaicly be
met, and almost invariably repelled, by the no less furious zeal of re-
sistance which it excites ; while, unhappily, Christian peace and chare
ity, if not destroyed, will ai least be severely wounded in the
conflict.

We believe, therefore, that it cach particular denomination would
labour within its proper sphere, and try to promote, in its own body,
practical merality, avoiding, as much as possible, collision and con-
troversy with ather sects, the cause of real Christianity would be
mueh more eflectually served.  VWe believe that Christian unity, and
even ultimately the less inportant ebject of unitormity will be best
attained, by not attempting, in the first fustance, any change in the
external forms of Christianity—not only because the bulk of man-
kind are citen more attached to forms and appearances, than cven to
wmatters of real importance, but because difitrent modes of fustruc-
tion, nay be saited to different classes of men; and all kinds ef ervor
and superstition, in whatever Church they muy exist, will be mest e~
fectually, as weil ns most speedily eradicaled, by not awakening selfish
prejudices and angry passions, which are productive only of a spirit
of hostility and rancour.  Under this persuasion, we believe that
there never will be repose or unity among the  difierent Churches
of these provinces, until effectual scewrity be provided that there
shall be no danger of encroschment on the onc side, on the pre-
tence of proselytizing, and on the other, no ground of jealousy, or
apprehension of what they may be dispused to rygard as usurpation
and oppression,  We deprecate a system of proselytizing, as subver-
sive of Christian unity and brotherly love, and cannot cordially ap-
prove of any way of making converts, but by sounduess of doctrine
and purity of practice.

Much has been said and written on schism and sectarianism, and
we have no desire to deny thelr ¢l tendeney 5 at the same time, we
do not think it superfluous t: .+ ain distinetly, what we understand
by the terms schism and scetaranism—terms which we do not think it
consistent cither with Christian prudence or humility, for one deno-
mination of Christians to apply to another—at least, without extreme
caution.  Indeed, we are far from thinking that differences werely in
points of external form, afford, in general, a sufficient warrant for the
charge of heresy and schismy for in this case, it might be applied to
all the Churches of Christendem, hecause not onc of theas, even in
the opinion of many of the most distinguished ornaments of the Church
of Lngland, is perleetly moulded nceording to the apostolical form,

We believe that the evils of schism and sectarianisi, exist in the
spirit which Christians entertain towards one another, rather than in
the peeuliar modes and forms to which they are attached ; and in our
opinion, it is doubtful whether any one form has been presevibed by
apostolical authority. Without, therefore, depreciating the impor-
tance of such forms, we confess that we cannot give our assent to the
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confident and reiterated claims to apostelical purity advanced by
some Churehes, chietly on this ground. This is, indeed, a plea which
may sount well in the ears of the isnorant, and of those who are
superficially nequainted with the Sacred Writings, but to those who
arc critically versed in them, it must prove utterly unsatisfictory.

The best test of the purity and exeellence of a Church, s obvi-
ously and uncquivecally the spiric which it breathes, and the fiuits
which it produces; and of these fruits, humility and cliwrity are the
foremost.  Tor every one that exaleeth himself, shall be abased,
“and Le that humbleth bimsell; shall he exulted s and < By this,
< shall afl wen know  that yo are my Disciples, I ye bave love one
“ to another,” It is zot by high claime wnd exclusive pretevsions—
it is not by a zeal for seealar power and dignity, or for the extension
and aggrandisement of any external establishinent of® Christianity
for this, though apt to be mistaken {or that noblest of all princip!
a zeal for pure and undeied religion, is oftener what the Apostle hus
denominated, a zeal withont knowledge, the olfspring of pride and
ambitivn, partaking more of the gpirit ot this world, than of the low-
liness and meckness which are in Christ i—it s not by the asseriion
of apostolical purity and primitive exeellence, continaally urged from
the pulpit and the press, and the dwelling habitually on topics of cx-
ternalitivs, as it they were the very essence of Christiunity ;—aed
still less—is it by depreciating other religious communions, cither by
inendoes or open avowals—that a Church gives evidence of hee
Christian purity and excellence.

On the other hand, as previously avowed, we deem that a Chy
an Church affords the best evidence of her purity, when she sumi-
fests a <pirit of humility and meckness towards 2ll, and more capeci-
ally towards those who  difier from her—when she is more ready o
commend the excellencies, than (o point out and eondenmn the im-
perfections of rival establishments—when ber vivtues are not pro-
claimed as with the sownd of a trumpet, bat silently shine myxl mani-
fest themselves to all by the brightuess of their own Huht 3—in fine,
(for we think the same test applicable to Churches as to individuals,)
the Chureh, in our opinion, which is least obteusive in hev pretenyions,
—least intolerant i her spirit—least selfish and exclusive in regard to
her temporal interests and sceular claims—¢ which secketh not hee
own, but in honour preferreth others"—which rejoiceth in the good
done by others, and so far ftom envying  their suecess, or hindering
their usefulness, 1s ever ready to ercourage and support them——which
urges no claims to superior veneration and attachment, but feaves her
character and spivit to be estinated by the impartial judgment of
others who are neutral, or even fearlessly commits it to the scruting
of those who are opposed to her—and which seeketh the pr
is of God, rather than that which is of men—the Chureh, we repeat,
which lahours to advance the spirit and  practice of true Religion on
these principles, approsimates, in our opinion, nearest to the standard
of Christian purity.

DS - —
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To come up to the perfect standard, however, of the true spirit and
character of a Christian Church, none of us are suflicient: at the
same time, we should beware of putting up a false standard or crite-
rion, for this would be a source of pusitive error.  Ue, therefore, ac-
cording to these views, is the scetarian—he is the bigoi—he is the
schismatic and  the herctic, who wounds the spirit of charity—fosters
spiritual pride and arrogance—begets jealousy and contention—dos-
troys unity and brotherly love in the Christian world, by laying un-
due stress on external forms of Religion,—like the Jews of old, who
were scrupulous in paying tithe of mint, and anise, and cummin, and
all manner of herbs, but omitted the weighticr matters of the law—
judgment, merey, and the love of God.  Those Christians commit a
similar error, who look chiefly at things external and adventitious,
or at things which are not, certainly, essential and vitel in Redi-
gion, as the test of its character. We would, theretore, conclude
with this earnest advice to all, and especially to those who are
under our pastoral charge, that thcy be mainly careful to preserve
and to cherish the beautiful, the divine spirit of charity—that spirit
which unites Christians as the members of one body, and notwith-
standing little differences and external distinctions, estublishes among
them a perfict sympathy, so that if one member suffer, all the mem-
bers suffer with it, or, it onc member be honoured, all the members
rejoice with it, so that there ma:r be no schism in the body, but the
members may have the same care one for another. The liberty which
we claim, brethren, to ourselves, let us never envy to others. The
rights and yrivileges which we feel it our duty, at the present crisis,
to assert with temperate firmness and meekness, but with resolution,
let us never even wish to infringe, under any circumstances, in the
case of others—Dbut contrarywise, in the spirit of that Religion, which
teacheth us to seek not our own, but every one also another's goad,
let us ever be ready to assert and enforce, so far as we properly may,
the rights of our fellow Christians, and even, if need be, of our ad-
versaries. It is now full time for Christians to forget differences, and
still more. ancient animosities,—(alas! that such a word should be
applicable !)—and strive, henceforth, to “ maintain the unity of the
spirit, in the bond of peace;’—let us have only one rivalship and
contention—who shall excel most in the spirit of charity and humili-
ty—who shall most promote, by preaching and by example, the pure
spirit and benign influence of the Religion which we profess—of our
common Christianity.

We have, it is true, brethren, like our forefathers, been compelled
with painful reluctance, to struggle against opposition to our Church,
and to what we dcem her undoubted rights; but blessed be God,
very different is the charactcr_ of the contest, and very different, we
trust, will be the spirit ip which it shall be conducted on beth sides.
The same happy issue, we anticipate with confidence—knowing that
we have an enlightened and paternal government to protect our
rights ; that we haye the spirit of an enlightened age to support and
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enforee the justice of our claims; and so long as we act with the
maderation and forbearance, which we are conscious of having exer-
cised in times past, we may rely with confidence that our claits will
be favourably regarded, bothy in this, and the parent country.

Shoald we ever forget that moderation, and arrogate to ourselves
ware than our dite, mul betray a spivit of” ambition and usurpation,
we doubt not it pubii: opinion will not long delay to inflict its just
censure, and to crush at onee, every attempt on our part, at encroach-
ment amd domteation. But of this, there is no danger: it we should
cver have the willy the constitution of our Church, happily, (tor we
are inclined to regard it as @ real excellenee,) while it has beew proved
abundantly clivetive for maintaining and promoting piety and morals;
is peendiarly ill-titted to serve wmbitions views.

We will not, however, indulge in evil auguries, but rather conclide
with expressing our confident hope, accompanied with our most ier-
vent prayer, that the day may soon arrive, when these jealousies wud
bickerings shall cease, and when Christinns of all denominations, in
this happy fund, shall, in the il enjoyment of rights, well defined
and properly secured against encroachment, be enabled to forzet the
painful sentiments which may now in any measure have been excited—
when all, having anample field fer theie labours, and full scope for their
usefulness, though none  for ambition, will cheerfully  ca-operate, as-
sured, that while they faboar for the same great end, they shall not
fail in their vespective spheres, of’ promoting, in a degree proportion-
cd to the purity of their zeal, and to the singleness and simplicity of
heart with which they enter upon their work, the glorious cause of
universal Christianity,  Let us afl remember the words of our biessed
Lord, when his Disciples asked him, saying, « Master, we saw one
“ casting out devils in thy name, and we forbade i, because he
« followeth not with us: and Jesus said unto  thowm, forbid him net,
¢ [or he that is not against ux, is for us”

May God Almighty ! the Father of allf the Father of peace! the
God of love! hasten the ariival of that happy period, when Christi-
ans shall no longer say, “Lam of Paul—I of Apollos—T of Cephas™—
bat when all shall make it their only glory, that they ave off Christ,
with whom there is neither ¢ Greek nor Jew—circumeision nor un-
circumeision—Barbarian nov Seythian, bond nov free—but Cheist is
all in all”

Put on, therefore, as tire clect of Ged, holy and beloved hawels, of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meckaess, long suficving,
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another.  If any man have
a quarrel against any, even as Christ {urgave you, so ulso do ye; and
above all these things, put on charity, which is the bond of pertectness,
And Tet the peace of God rule v your heacts, to the which also ye
are culled in one bady, and be ye thankful,

Jo SOMERVILLE, KNESS, DDy | HURGQUITART,
. Ee . K ADVTHIFESON,
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Quzsec, 20th December, 1827.

Reverenp Sin,

T enclose a Ietter relating to the pretensions of the Presbyterians
in this Diocese to a participation in the Clergy Reserves; and I Lave to inforin you
that separste Petitions to the Tmperial Parliament, in support of the Rights of the
Church of Lngland, from the ccagregations of that Church in the Diocese, whe-
ther provided or unprovided with ministers, will shortly be circulated for signatures.

You will not fail to use your utmost diligence in procuring to be appended to such
of these Petitions as may come to your hands, the names of all bona fide supporters
of the Church, in so serious a crisis of her affairs, and one in which her interests are
‘50 deeply and permanently involved.

You will also take the earliest opportunity of cautioning your congregation against
being betrayed by an unguarded facility, or a mistaken principle of liberality, into
any support of the claims of vur competitors, until they shall have had the subject
fully before them, and enjoy the means of fairly considering the counter-represent-
ations which it becomes our duty to make.

1 am, Reverend Sir,

Your obedient humble Servant,
J. C. QUEBEC.

A LETTER

From the Bistor of Quessc to the CLErcy and CoNGREGATIONS of
the Cnurcn of ENGLAND in the Diocese of Quebec, in relation to

sume existing differences of opinion respecting the Clergy Reserves
and certain other points.

Revexeno BrerHreN axp Cukiwrian Fuienps,

Tur Providence of God having called me to preside, in 1his Diocese, over the
Church to which you belong, 1 am impelled at this juncture o address you with re-
ference to some circumstances which nemly sffect the iuterests of our Establishment,
and the discussion of which occasionally demands the exercise of much charity and
moderation, as well a8 much finnness and prudence from her guardians and her
friends,

1 pray you, then, to take in good part what proceeds, as I humbly hope, from a
proper sense of the duties incumbent upon me in the arduous and responsible post
which T occupy ; and beiny ready to receive in the same spirit whatever can he urg-
ed on the other side to invalidate our argunients, T bespeak all indulgence from all
quarters, while I publicly set forth what I do conceive to be the true state of the
question, and while I venture to make some suggestions respecting the manner in
which it should be treated. Itis the sincere desire of my heart betore God, without
compromising the interests which I am bound to maintain, to allay the irritation and
violence of fecling which every true Christiau miust grieve to see produced by a ques-
tion of temporal provision and support.—Qur own defenders may occasionally have
been betrayed into some heat or impropriety, but I am not aware that we have ever
altacked any party—and although the circumstances of our enjoying superior rights,
smight perhaps haveled us to expect that we should not enjoy them unmalested—
some of the attacks which we have sustained during the last few years, are such as we
could not have looked for from fellow Christians. It has appearcd to be the object
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of some persons unknown, to mislead the public mind as to the character and views
of our Church ; and, as far as they could produce any effect, to create a sjate of things
which they would fain bave it believed to be that which already exists—~because if it
did exist, it would remove or diminish the necessity of our being supported in the
decided character of an establishment. ... But the manner and spirifin which these
particular attacks have been conducted are reprobated, I fully persuade myself, by
the respectable members of other denominations, and the mischief will be made ulti~
mately to return upon the heads of its authors.

At the same time, there appears to be a great difference of opinion between our.
selves and parties, who are worthy of our christian regard, with respect to the justice
of some claims which, whatever may be the issue of the pretensions advanced on ei-
ther side, it is in the mean time impossible for us to forego. My experience of twen-
ty yesrs in this Diocese in different capacities, and with. particular and very extensive
opportunities of becoming acquainted with its religious condition—opportunities
which, according to my ability, I trust that T have wot neglected to improve—assures
me that the cause of the Cburch of England is not now to Le abandoned like a
wreck, nor are her circumstances and prospects such as to justify, on our part, any
voluntary surrender of her interests, or to call, in themselves, for any diversion in-
to ether channels of the means provided for ber as Tur Estasiisazp REeLIclox or
TAE CouNtay,

In using this expression, I am very far from meaning to say, that either the pos-
itive advantages of our own Church, or the relative situation of other religious bo-
dies, are, or ought to be, here, what they are in England or Ireland. In this Coun-
try there are no civil or political distinctions founded upon those which are religious ;
nor is there any contribution drawn for the support of the Church, from those who
profess a creed different from hers; and there are privileges net conceded at home,
enjoyed here by the branches of other Churches established in Europe, of which I
should be the last person upon earth to wish them deprived.....In some instances, I
should be heartily glad that the benefits extended to individuals of these Churches,
should be greater than they have yet been made. But ours is, and has been de-
clared and constituted, and {according to my belief) provided for, as T Rxricion
OF THE STATE. X

I do not purpose in this address to discuss at length the several points which are
under debate, but as it has always appeared to me that some wrong assumptions are
apt to be made in treating the question, and some material facts and arguments ve-
ry subject to be overlooked, I shall simply state the outline of onr whole case, ac-
cording to the view which I entertain of it in the conviction of my own mind—in
which view I recommend that it should calmly and terperutely be represented when-
ever the argument is raised. If it be not known, or if it be indistinctly understood,
upon what we rest our claims, or whether upon any thing which has a tangible
shape—we shall, of coutse, be supposed to be making unfounded and exorbitant
pretensions.—It should be seen that we are not actuated by the mere tenacity inspired
by possession ; that we are not grasping at that for which we can neither exhibit a
good title, nor prove that we bave any need—but that, even if we are thought mis-
taken, we proceed upon grounds, which, we hope, may well excuse our mistake, on
It should be shewn with a reference to the exi of any established and privileged
Religion, that in Cbristian Countries, the State ought to be Christian, snd, being.
Christian, must have a form of Religion of its own ; that with whatever indulgence
for those who decline compliance with this form, or whatever extension, in some
cases, of support to their institusions, it is some one form -which the Government -
must recognise and identify with itself. It should be pointed out that God himself
connected together the civil and religious polity of the Jews ; that the pious Kings
of that people toek all the established provisions for Divine Worship under their
own pr ion and controul, regulated she mode of religious services, and effected
religious reforms ;... That it was ordained in the counsels of the Almighty, and
foretold in his oracles, that * Kings shouid be the nursing Fathers and Queens the
nursing Mothers” of the Christian Church ;... That the Jewish precedent of incor-
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poration with the State, as well as of ccclesiastical subjection to the civil Magistrate,
was precisely acted upon when Christianity received the protection of the Empire:
~That whatever changes and abuses grew out of this circumstance, the principle
was recognised at the reformation, and mude one of the marked features of the En.
glish Constitution :~..’Thiat, at the time of the Union with Suotland, slthough pro-
vision was made for Commnuity of Commercial and other privileges both at howe and
abroud, and its own Ecclesiustical privileges were carefully seeured in Scotland, with-
in the bounds of that Kingdom, a distinction was made, which cannot be without
meaning, in the correlative provisions for the security of the Chuarch of the Sister
Kingdom....England, Ireland, Wales and the town of Berwick upon Tweed bring
specified with the addition of the words * Axp Tuy TERRITORIES THEREUNTO BED
ING,'" WHICKE EXPRESSION IN OTHER STATUTES UAS BEEN CONSTRUED AS APPLYING TO
7iE CoLonies . That although the Presbyterian Church is established in Seotland,
the circumstances of its establishment here, so far from proving that it is en-
titled to establishment kere, affords support to the contrary argument, for that
it is there, according to what we cenceive to be iwmplied in the very nature
of n Religious Estublishment, exclusively established here, pre-oceupies the ground :
wee' Thiat Scotland itself affords u striking example of the fullacy of such an idea ns
thata Churclr which is established in one particular Country is thenee entitled to es-
tablishment in other parts of the smne Impire, innsmuch as the Episcopal Church in
Scotland, although in a legal point of view distinct, is spiritually one with the Chureh
of England, established at the Seat of Empire, comprehends regular Clergymen of
the latter Chureh,* and without being large in number consists of six{ Dioceses and
comprises many of the nobility of the country....yet this ¥ piscopal Chureh does not
there enjoy, and could not by possibility aspire to, the character of an Establishment :
~~That the very {irst Royal Instructions to the Governors in Canada declure, in
express words, that ¢ the powers and privileges of an Established Church belong only
to the Protestant Church f England :"~.’Shat although these Instructions are not
put in foree so far as they would operate directly upon the Church of ome, it by
no means fullows thut they are out of date so fur as they declare the footing given 1o
the Church of Eugland....for the Church of Rome, who gains by, can never com-
plain of the dereliction of those articles which would afieet her, but the Church of
England, who, by the abandonment of other points, would lose promised advantage,
(1 speak with all deference and submission) may hope that the pledge given to her
is remembered still :—That the Act of 31, Geo. 111, ¢. P1, followed upon these in-
structions, makes a provision for ¢ Protestant Clergy, as distinguished from the Cler-
gy of the Church of Rome, and proceeds to point out the Clergy of the Church of
Lngland : e Thint as part of the same plun adverted to in the debates upon that Act,
u Protestant See was erccted, und a Bishop sent out, in 1793, whose Diocese was
constituted a portion of the Metropelitan Province of Canterbury, with which its Bi-
shop is connected *“ fn the same manner” as any Bishop within that Provincein Jn-
gland o That in connection and consistency with all this, the Act provides for the
support of the Churcl, “according to the cstablishment af the Church of England,”
and gives powers to that eflect to the King's Representative, but Jurnishes no powe
ers for any otker Eeclesinstical appropriation te.That the King’s Coronation Omth
binds him to the inviolate maintenance ot all * the rights and privileges which do or
shall appertain to the Bishops and Clergy of the Realm, § or any of them, and to the
Churches committed to their charge,” and consequently, (if we are not in error) of
all which is here stated to hiave been done :—That his Majesty’s Government bas ani-
ply confirmed the character of an establishoent to the Chureh of England by u se.

NG-

% The Epiccopal Clergy of Scotland are alsa employed as Missionaries by the Church
of England.

T Properly eicht, but under the charge of six Dishops.—The Church of Englamd itsclf
exists in Scotland, considered without reference to what may be called the native Episcu~
pal Churelly, wpou thie same footing ol simple toleration.

} Whether the term Hea/m comprehends the whele

i s Empire or not, the wording of the
claus? sursly applies to all which is a regular appe

of the Provinee of Canterbuny.
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ries of public Acts of permanent effeet, such as the foundation, in all perpetuity of
s Cathedral at Quebee, *invested with ull Louours, dignities, pre-eminences and
distinctions of right belonging to an Episcopnl Seat and Cathedral Chureh,” the
erection of Parishes, the division of the Diocese into Archdeaconries, the formation of
Corparations of the Ciergy of that Church, for the management of the Reserves : o
That viewed in connection with all this, it surely ought not to excite surprise, or dis-
sutisfaction, or to be regarded otherwise than as the natural and obvious consequence
of the order of things established in the Couatry, that the University in Upper Ca.
nada, while it extends the unrestricted and unconditional benefits of ducation to all
Chiristinn denominations, should be governed, and conducted by members of the
Church of England * r....'Fhat the Reserves, according to the fairest computation
which can be made of what they are likely to yield, will be far lrom constituting
an immoderate provision for such a body of Clergy of the Church of England, as the
wints of the people (if shie is freely encouraged to take root) will absolutely require :
e’ [hiatt iitherto all the means, which she has had at ber disposal, have been Jmnent-
ably short of the demand for her Clergy on the part of the people tnThat the estae
blishment consists at present, in its infancy, of 67 Clergymen, with which number
the gross amount of lubour performed is something more than commensurate, and
we hope that the fruit returned is in proportion :ee’That at this moment there are
large congregations of her professed adherents whom she cannot supply e That ex-
perience has most umply warranted a belief, that others who are not regulumly pro-
vided with Pastors. would cerdially have conformed to hier, if she could hasve fur-
nished them . That the services of her Clergy, very generally, are diffused over a
wide surface of countyy ieaThat althongh some of her congregations are therefore
small, they will be found to belong to Ehepherds, who have not few, though seattered
Sheep, within their charge ;.That certainly the most consideratle Protestant con-
gregations known within this Diocese are of the Church of' England, and that her
disciples, ws we are disposed to believe, outnumber those of any other single Pro-
testant Sociery twThat there liave been repeated and most encouraging examples
of the coulition with her children of various other branches of the family of Christ:
wews That without entering into mny question of the comparative merits of diflerent
systems, it must be delightful to every reflecting and well constituted imind to see these
dilferences merge in one rThat the persons who have just joined our ranks, are
o traitors or hypoerites...but man who have acted a wise, candid and commenda-
ble part, whiclt no pretence can be made that their subsequent conduet has belied ;
weThat uniiy and combitation of resgurce mwust plainly, and most essentially con-
tribute to the prosperity and vital strength of Religion r.wThat division is .-ll\.vuys a
waste of the means for bnilding up Religion, and, if principles are not compromised,
it is worth some sacrifice of habits and prepossessions to avoid it 1. That consider-
able numbers of the religious teachers themselves of other persuasions within this
Diovcese, have from time to time offered to transfer their service to the Church of
England, and not a few of these have been approved, and enlisted under ber ban-
ners..where they so acquit themselves as would do no discredit to any cause toe
That if these Ministers were to be regarded, as they ure often represented, in the
light of interested npostates, and it were a reflection upon the Churceh of England to
accept them, it would at least....(and this withent adverting to the cases of those who
have been rejected )b a mutual retiection, and carry reproach upon the communi-
ty in whose bosom they were bred svm. That at this moment, in the very crisis of the
excitement and jealousy which unhappily exists...in the very midst of those loud sp-
peals which are made to party or to national feelings, and those sedulous endeavours
which ure used to cast odinm upan the Church of Ingland..in the very height of
those anticipations which predict the downfall of our Zion from her emineunce, and
the full communication of equal privileges to others.overtures of the nature just
deseribed continue (o be recvived from yuarters of confessed respectability in both
Provinces s’ Lliat where 50 great a facility of coslition appears to exist on the part

# In the Scotch Universities, by the Act of Union, all Regents, Professars, &e. &e
must subseribe the National Confession of Faithy and conform to the Established ¥ orstio.
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of the teachers themselves, it can bardly be supposed that an insurmountable dislike
to our system prevails to any great extent in the miuds of those whom they teach :
: e And, tinally, it may be intimated that many of the foregoing statements will pos-
sibly appear in greater detail before the public...in a manuer fully to justify what
has here been advanced.

These are the heads of argument, which bring me to a clear conclusion, that it is
aur duty to contend moderately, but firmly, against all change in our relative situa-
tion, [ persuade myself that I shall vever be thought the advecate of rapaciousness
or injustice.mthat 1 shall never be supposed te recommend a high, disdainful, ar-
rogant, intolerant spirit in the maintenance of onr plen..that I shall never be sus-
! pected of wishing to support it by statements either delusive or extravagant : wwNo
—nd it can veally be shown that we are making an unjust claim, and grasping at
more than s falily ours, let us sulsaibe with heart and hand to a renunciation of
our pretensions 5 et ftbe sven, 1 Leseech you, that we seek nothing but the Trath
~ntitat where we may be wrong we are willing to be Lorrccwdmtlmt where we are
n‘"u, we wish w make no undx.c use of' our ﬂ(lmm.memﬂmt we are actuated by
the flawn persuasion of being eogaged fn the defence of our right, and in the ultimate
promadion of religious unity aud pm.c.,,.,.And such bring our object, let us, “if
meck as it in ws, live peaceably with all men” wlet us not be angry
with uthers beeanse they view the case difierently from ourselves, nor violate the
sweet charitics of secial Intovcourse in the frank and open declaration of our senti-
ments gpan the question. Let ws atterly disdain all recourse to indirect or unwor-
¢ methods of furthering our object. Lot no beart.burnings, if possible, exist, to
\ mathered in ill-sustained disguise, ov to blaze abroad in inlempcr'\lc dispute,
‘.( above allo.and it is not a malter of form that T discharge in making the recom-
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mendation.~above all, et us commit our eanse, in prayer, to the Prov:doncc of
God, and beseech Tlim, that, weak and il )m\wmp; mortals as weall are, we may nei-
ther do wrong to our nu-vh')om, nor receive it ot bis hands s Let us beseech Him
4 also, that if we aspire to superior advantages, we may not be behind in an excmpln-
vy Chaistian deportment ; that we may be made sensible of our inc:eased responsl-
i bility to * let owr Zight shine bofore aten, and ¢ by your well-doing, ta put to sitence”
i the voice of roproach.  And you, my Reverend Brethren, 1 will ot b negligent
1t to put you in venzembrance of these things, though ye know them” .wsce that you re-
‘ commend our cause more by diligence in duty than by contention in argument
Tt ought to be seen, indeed, it full justice were rendered to us, that we have no pri-
vate personal interest in the question, and that motives of self-indulgence and love
of present praise would prompt us to open the door to our competitors..but if a
sense of duty forbid it, we must take heed that we suppart our pretensions by our
usefuliess : e 1f sur hearts cannot assure us that we are watchful, that we are cir-
cumspect, that we are so walking as % that the Ministry be not blamed,” and that
we shall & well spoken of them that are without" wmif Wwe cannot soy that we pos-
sess any spirituality of mind, or sincere devotedness of heart, in the cause of Christ
~then let us lay our hauds upon our mouths to stop the utterance of every claim,
amd look for no favimr from God or man :...Let it never be suspected that we have
sought to be “put into the Pricst's affice jur « piece of sitver and « morscl of bread.”
e Bt T have done.cand 1 part with you in the comfortable conviction that if all
carthly support were withdrawn, we should still be seen to labour as before, remem-
berm;; that «“he that reapelly reccivetie viches” of more worth than the world can give,
“and guthereth fruit usro L iR
. 1 awmy, miy Chelstian Priends,
. And Reverend Brothrcn,
Your aflectionate Seevant in the Gospel,

C. J. QUEBEC.

Qurrne, Gh Deceruber, 1527,
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER IN THE GLASGOW CHRONICLE OF
JANTARY 30, 1828

In my present communication, I mean to direct your attention, and that of the
people of Scotland generally, to a question which is now exciting an uncommon
sensation in these provinees 3 and which will, £ doubt not, oceupy  the attention of
the British Larliament, and the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, at
thelr next meetings—T mean the state of the Church of Scotland in Upper Canada,
whose very existence has been endeavoured to be sapped in the most artful and un-
principled manner,  Thisis a subject which I foudly hope will uot be reckoned
uninteresting to the Clergy and people of Scotland, otherwise, they must have de-
generated to a most lamentable extent from that attachment to the admirable docs
trines and discipline of our national Chureh, which animated the breasts of their
noble-minded and most undeservedly ridiculed ancestors, to whom they are indebtud
for all the religious privileges they enjoy. '

It may not be known to every one, that the Episcopal Clergy in Canada, are
supported by a Society called the Society for propagnting the Gaspel in Foreign
Parts—a Society which reccives from the British Parlinment, annually, a large sum
of money. From the funds of this budy, each Episcopal Clergyman receives
£200 per annum, independent of any thing he may get from his hearers.  Desides
they luy elaim to the whole of the Clergy Heserves, & seventh part of the Jands of
the provinee, which by the Act 31, George 111, were sct apart for the maintenance of
# Protestant Clergy, an epithet which they contend belongs to them exclusively, T
leave it to any Scotsman to say, whether the testimonivs and exertions of his Church
against the errors of Popery, do not entitie her members to the appellation of Pro-
testant, quite as much as thase of the Church of England, even without alluding to
the Act of Union, where the establishment of Scotland is called 2 ** true Protestant
Chureh.”

‘The Ministers of the Church of Scotland, have hitherto received nothing, save
what their hearers are able to give them, which, in a country like this, the popula.
tion of which is scattered over an immense surfice, can ouly be a small sum,

‘This disparity, in the state of the Clergy of the two Churches, must be kept in
mind, in order to understand clearly the weight aad importance of the statements
which 1 willlay before the reader in the renwinder of this letter.

In York, the Capital of Upper Canada, there is an English Episcopal Church,
in which ofliciates the Lionourable and venerable Johm Strachan, D.D.  This Rev.
Gentleman was lately in Ingland, and was examined before the Committee of the
Ilouse of Commons, which sat on the subject of emigration.  Ie is all important
in Upper Canada—is generally reputed the Vice-Roy over the Governor; and
without duub, is the leader of the Legislative Council,  There is scarcely an ina
stitution in the province, civil, political, milicary, cial, or ecclesiastical, in
which his presence is not seen, aad his power not felt.  He is truly Archdeacon of
all Crafts, as well asof Episcopacy.  Like the frogs brought by Moses upon Egypt,
his influence extends to their houses, theiv bud-chambers, their beds, their ovens,
and their kneading troughs,  He was born in Scotland, in the neighbourhood
of Aberdeen, and was ecducated, it is safd, for the Amtiburgher Kirk. At
any rate, he was Session Clerk and Schoolmaster in two parishes in Fife, e
came to this country, about the end of last century, and taught Schools both
in Cornwall and Kingston. He still, however, remained a Presbyterian; and
in 1808, when the first Scottish Church it Montreal was vacant, applied to be
appointed as Minister, offering, in case his proposal should be accepted, to go home
to Scotland to receive ordmation.  His proposal, howerer, was not accepted—the
Rev. Mr. Somerville, from Loll-Crass, was appointed to the charge, which he kepe
until a few years ago, when he was forced to retire, from indisposition,  Soon after
this, Mr. Sirachan applied for, and received Holy Orders in the Church of En.
gland, and was livst stationed in the village of Cornwall,  There is not a doubt
that he was a good teacher ; and some of his scholars now  hold the first places un.
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der the Governor of Upper Cunuda, By thelr assistance, he was transhited to
York, urul was ultimately made an  Archdeacon, and a Member of the Legislative
Council, a body whicl, in these prosinees, forins an apology for a Touse of Louls,

About two years ago, he went to London.  While there, he  besivged the Colo-
nint Oflice with the most unremitting industry 5 and from  his stiion in Church
aud State, not to mention his ostentations loyalty, had lonr a most favourable rea
ception.  His advice was frequently taken on Canadian mntters; and some inae.
curate statements made by Mr. Wilmot Hoston, had no Jess a personage, than the
Rev. Dr. for a parent.  The incorrectiess of some of these, was polnted out by
gentlemen in Lomdon, who knew Canada, und also by gentlomen of great weight
in this country, who wrote to the Under Sceretary for the Colonies respecting then,
These errors, which were principally eonnected with  Church wmatters, wmade Mr,
Horton begin to doubt the Doctor’s infullibility, suwd ultimately Jud to the expo.
sures which have been the cause of my present wiiting,

Amang other dovmnents giver to Wilimot Horton, was one entitled an Feeles
stastical Chart of Upper Canada—a paper which be  pretended gave o fair view of
he reltive state of the Charches of Eugland and Scotland in that provinee. e,
however, had no idea that this document was ever to go beyond the walls of the
Colanial Office, still less, that it should be printed beres Donbts of the aceuracy
of the ements contaived in this article, however, being entertained in conse-
quence of its having been found, that previous statenients from the same and simi-
dar quarters, were not altogether authentic, the thing was printed, and on reachiug
Canady, created a sonsation in both provinees, unequalled by any thing that has
oceurred lor several years.

Tt will be observed by every one who peruses Dr. Strachau’s Chast, that he care-
fully confines himself 1o 2 statement of the nwnbers of e Clergy, and not of
the hearers or members of (he Churehies of which he speaks Tt is true, that he
allirms, in general terms, that inall the places Taid down in bis Chart, as enjoying
regular or oceisional Episcopal service, “ numerous and respeetable congregations
assemble.” Vo wake this the more eredible, e asserts it from personal know.
ledges”  This, bowever, is o very vugue way of stating auy thing, aod unless one
had previously a correct knowledze of what the Doctor conceived necessary to
constitute ¢ a nuwmerous and respectable congregation,” he is nothieg the wiser of
it. T will epeak of these congregations nnov. I the meantime, allow me to re-
mark, for a moment, on his pretended ** personal koowledge,”  IF this plirase
means any thing, ¥ humbly conceive that it fmplies, that he bimself witnessed the
circumstances which he relates. 1 that is the light in which we are to view it, [
must declare it 10 be an utter fabschood, for there are various places laid down in
the Chart, which the Doctor never saw in his life.  Indeed, his friends here, who
have taken up the pen in lis defence, excuse some of his fnacenracies, on the
ground, that bie had heard some years ago, that a certain Churchh was to be built,
anil not knowing, personully, the veal facts, he supposed that the said Church had
Yeen built, and so clapped it down inlis Chart!  Pursonal knowledge, this, with
a vengeance ! It would be rather diflicult to bhuve personal knowledge of Churches
and congregations, where neither the oue nor the other ever existed, asin Woolwich,
and other parts, whick he lnys down in his Chart.  In short, in order to put the
falsebood of this pretence beyond dispute, 1 may remark, that he describes the ¥pis-
copal Church in Derth, as building, whereas it has been built, and regular service
performed in it for five years! Most assuredly, i’ the Doctor had had pessonal
knowledge of this fact, he would not have omitted it

To retumn to bis mode of estimating the nembers of the twa Churches, by a
considerution of the number of Clergy, the absurdity of it must he obvious to eve.
vy one who expends a thought upon the business,  There is only one thing which
the nuwber of Episcopal Clergy indicates, and that is, the amount of wouey spent.
So long as the Clergy ace suve of £200 a year, (more than twice the saiary of ma-
ny worthy and useful Curates in England and  Wales,) there will be uo lack of
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Ministers, whether there are Liearers or not.  To sit down, therefore, to compare the
numbers of the sularied Episcopal Clergy, with that of the unprotected Presbyte.
rians, as & mode of estimating the strength of the two Religions, displays either
the most consummate folly, or the grossest want of candeur.  Such, Lowever, bas
been the only view of the sulject taken by the Episcopalians in this country.

To put the matter upon a fuirer footing, exertions are now making by the Pres-
byterians, to ascertain the number of persons belonging to their commuuion, and
to the Church of England, in each township, county and district, in both provin.
ces. These enquiries are now going on, and promise toresult in a most triumpliant
majority in favour of the former.

Bat, indeed, bow can it be otherwise? Let any one look for a moment, to thase
parts of Britain from which the tide of emigration into this country, is constantly
flowing, and he will be satisfied that nothing less than a miraculous conversion of
the settlers, the instant they set foot on American land, can give the Episcopal
Charch a share of the population at all equal to the Preshyterian.

ftisatf as notorious as the Sun at noon day, that the vast majority of the emigrants
to these proviness, irom the United Kingdom, come from Seatkind and Ireland. Fven
the vessels which sail from English ports. bring, comparativelys few passengers who were
born and educated in that Kingdom.  This facty 1 kuow well. from luving seen the pis-
sengers landing 3 and a confirmation of it. if deemed necersary, cun be had from masters
of vessalsin the trade.  But even supposing that all tihe pussengers who embark from
ports in Bngland. were natives of that country —nay, more, suppose that they were all of
the estublished Church, (which more than cne-half of them, and those the class most
likely to emigrate, notoriously are noi,) what would they amount to, compared with the
numbers that annually emigrate from the other portions of the Eritish dominions ?——not
one sixth part. The Kpiscopalians in Scotland, it is unnecessary to inform your readers,
are in number utterly insignificant. In Ireland, tley ave much the same—not being so
numerous as the Proshyterians.  If we turn tothe emigrants from the United States, it
will not mend the matter : for there also the  Prosbyteriaus greatly outiumber their Yipis-
copal brethren.

Whence, then, you will ask. arises that ¢¢ tendency” towards the Church of Fngland,
of which the Doctor, in his ltter to Mr. Hortou, prefacing s Chart, buasts of s tri=
wiphantly as being experienced by the people o Upper Caunada P | answer, by asseraug
that no such tendency exists; and in proof of 1y assertion, I will adduce some facts, out
of many more known to me, and which our zgent will lay Defore the British Governiment
in due fime. Onc species of tendency in that direciion, it is true, I must ackuowledge 1o
exist; and that is, a desire frequently felt by Teachers aud .Preachers of different persuz
sions, to reczive Holy Orders in the Church of England 3 in accounting for which, it is
perfectly necessary to keep the salary of 1.200 distinetly in view. Tudeed, ! have uo hes-
itacion in sayiagr, that nearly one-hulf of the h;n‘scopn.l (.,leri';fy in Upper Cuada, v
educated Presbyterians, Methodists, or Roman Catholics. However much .zlmr puckets
may have been ecriched by the change. thereis not a doubt that their moral .wﬁ.uex.c; aind
power of doing good, has not i.ereased in an cqual dep‘fee; for the y @ ol ﬂ',;s country
are still uncharitable enough o doubt of the houesty of those conversions, which havea
Tanifest and direct tendeney to improve one’s outward circumstatces.

A ¢ tendency” in fuvour of L.20U a year, Ireadily acknowledze to be pretty extensive ;
but as this cannot be given to every person in tha proviuce, I do not think ihere is any
fikelihood of the entirc population being converted to Episcopacy.  The Ductor, it is true,
gravely hints that {wy thousand Clergymea of the Church of Fngland, would bé but a
small number for Upper Canada 3 but reallyy Tow they could find employment, except «s
militia-men, in case of another war with the United Stutes, I confess §do nut compres
hend. I+ e latter case, vnder General Join Strachun, D.D., they might muke anar-

nmyof ‘hauite as eflicient, as that which Spain Lus the felicity of possessing.
Ad (ow + ¢ wbvious to every one, thut the nur of Clirgymen is a most fullacious

sode of estimating the number of prople belonging to tha two pevsuasions, I will endea-
voyr4t give the reader a few facts, from which he iy be enabled to draw more accurate
_conclusions. \

The town of Kingston, is the first in Upper Canada, whetlier we regard wealth or po-
pulaton.  There is beside it a Varracks, containing always a Regiment of lufuntry—a
Fort, with a Garrison of Artillerv-men—a Navy-yard, with the necessury Gllicers, Clerks,
&c.—and the Commissariat Officers necessary for these Troops. et any one, for a nio-
meut, conceive what influcuce all these must have iu Jeading the fashion in @ new couutry,
(and, I am sorry to say, there isa fashion in Religion, s well as in every thing clse,) and
h:.’ .\\'ill at once acknowledge, that Kingston presents as fuir a likelihood of having a large
Yipiscopal eongreemation, as any town iu the provinee. A handsome Fopiscupil Chureh Las
Deen Jately Built theve, tonavas the ercetion of whicl, tha Goverinen! gave 1..1,300.
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The Clergyman who officiates in it—Archdencon Stuart—is 1 man generally respecteld.
All. however, that he has received from his hearers in a year, {l give this on authority of
a leading man amangst them,) is 130, e has, however, U0 as  Archdeacon, and
1200 morc as 2 Mi sionary of the Society for propagating the Gospel fn foreign parts, so
that altogrether, his salary is not so far amiss, althongh his congregation does not contri-
bute much of it It is well for him that bis living dun not d puml on the ¢ tendency?
to Episcopaiianism, \VlllL'l Dr. Strachan pretends exists in this country.

If such be the ease in Kingston, we nead not wonder that in countey townships, the eise
is much worse.  To throw sulnc Hght upon this subjecty T heg Teave to v to the evis
dence griven by Dr. Strachan himself, before the Committee of’ the House of Connnons,
in May 1826, In the first report, page 162, will be found the following questions and ma
swursy the worthy Daoctor being the person roplying : —

¢ Tlow are the Clergy of the Churchof Lnglnd actually supported ¥ They are sup=
ported by the Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts

¢¢ Is there any subscription ? I 4s never puid ! T was i a parish in the lower
distriets nine years, and they promised we L8 ayears only three people puid ity and
Igaveit back to themy that 1 might not have the nume of having received any thing.”

Phe ¢ tendeacy” here, to the Church of I.nqlmul, is not \L‘l\' mZy ceven fron the
Doctor’s own showing.  The plce to which he ve ofors, is (.m‘nu.n”, in the lower or eastern
districty the L]nawp.ll Churel at whichy is one of the oldest in Upper Canadae The fast
sacramental return from ity which l have lieard ofy gave the number of communicants at
twenty-six ! In fuety Ihave no hesitation to asserty that were the aid from Britain with.
drawi, there would not be theee Fpiscopal Clurches, in Upper iy open wt the ennd
of six months, This is admitted by the Doctor himselfy ot du 2ds Charl, butin g
pamplilet which he published, in which he declaves, that ¢¢if lluspruw.mn,[lhc( Jerpy Re-
sor\cs] were withdrawn, the Chureh [nt Engla annihilated,”? (32 of Religious
Picture of Canada.)  The Scottish Chureh has existedy and ean existy, without the
Reserves, although she isthereby prevented from extending to various distriets where fie
people dasire her presancey although umble of themselves to support a Clergynu i So
much for the ¢ tendency to the Church of England,” boasted of by the Doctor in his
Chart.

In conclusion, T would call upan the people of Scotland genc lly, aml the € lux oy in
]mrllnuhr, to bestir themselves in our behalfe We still retain an avdent love for our na-
tional Churel, We look wpon our connection with it, as a link, .md a powerlul oney in the
mighty chain of aftection which unites us to the heloved Jaud we'have left. Her ordinan-
ces are viewed by many in Camada, witha vegard, which 1 am afraid those who constuntly
oy ﬂwm, do not abways feel The God of their fathers is more lnlpll' xvcl) Felt to e
ing to bis praise the same psalms, in which, in t
_]mnul with '.h(‘ll' pavents.  The LEnglish Lituegy may bean exeellent composition, and
¢ of it may be full of pure devotion; but it dous noty and it cannoty awaken in
5. the feelings which our Scottish worship calls up. It has no share in our provi-
ous recollections, It has vo part in our remembrance of purer and happier days, when,
with less of this world’s gruilt on our heads, we felt the filicity of comparat v
Handds wned pure beavts, 16 ealls up no reeolcetions of the solemn stillness of tiie Seottish

Sabhathy or the more delightfut and h.l”u\\u‘ anuml;. Lh.n, amid the glens and hollows of
our native country. n:clhmugh the morning’s and evening's stilin The plant may
be finey but it is an exotie; its frageance may be faultlessy but it ingre. It stands
alone--unconneeted with g mglu uwllu('lmn, untess, m(lnul, it be this, that our foref-
thers were persecuted for vejeeting it Iy however, have no desire to say any thing against
the l‘ll"hsh mude of worships l merely wish to see justice done to onr twit. l o not
think, that in 2 country conquered by the arms of Scotld,y as well as Fuplad, the -
ligion of the ones shouhl not be tr ated with as mueh vespeet as that of tl *other,
went alreast to the combaty and why should they not alike ve the fr We flatter
ourselves that it has been ignorance alone, which has prevented onr vights from being con=
coded before this.  We are doimge our best to procure the n information, and are
taking the best means in our power,y to hive it faid hefore the proper quarters More llnu
this, we fondly hope, will not be necessary 3 but it it shouldy situated as we are,
distanee from the parent government, tore we crunot doe {6 must be the ¢ IL 3
S \ Ly s need not s but, we
we wish to see some hulications ol a feeling ol sympathy for us,
.md an honest exertion on our bebalfy of that iniluence which the Chareh of Seotland s
deservedly possesses with the British Government. Tho not give us: room (o suppose that
any ecoldue fult by w by whose duty,  both as Scotsimen and as Christians, calls wpwn
them to oue parts This woully judeed, agoravate the etivets of the blow, i Jid
come.  This would be the unkindest cut ol L.
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