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PREFACE.

A decade of years has passed since the Canadian Independent ficst saw
the light During that time it has struggled to maintain the principles held
among Congregationalists, and more especially to meet the wants of our hody
in Canada, as a medium of intercourse among the brethren in the communi-
cation of news and the elucidation of great truths, The stirring events of
these years, full of interest to the Church at large, have been duly recorded ;
while a hopeful and cheering aspect has been presented of the work that lies
before the people of God in diffusing the Gospel at home and abroad. Of
its owa future we can say nothing, save to express the wish that it may long
diffuse a healthy, manly and spiritual influence among its readers,

BowuanviuLe, June, 1864.
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THE

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

TENTII VOLUME.

The many and important interests involved in a continued and consistent
advocacy ot principles which we hold dear, the diffusion of intelligence, and
the stimulation of the mind to works of faith and labours of love, are reasuns
for maintaining the Canadian Indrpendent, and aiming to secure its future
efficiency. In commencing the tenth volume we beg our readers to remenber
that the Proprictory are not engaged in an enterprise from wiich they expeet
to derive pecuniary advantage, their wish is to advance the welfare of the
churches among whom these pages circulate. Need we assure our friends
that the work is not done without much care and considerable attention, and
this establishes a claim on the gererous sympathy and aid of those who
struggle for the same views of truth.  Our wish is, that the Canadian Inde-
pendent may take a stronger hold on the hearts, and share more deeply in
the prayers of its supporters.

Bearing in mind the difficulties which have surrounded publications of a
similar character in other denominatious, together with the limited number of
Congregationalists in this country, there are motives which ought to encourage
the continued efforts of our friends to diffuse a healthy denowminational litera-
ture. It is not asked that that which is in itself unworthy of support be
maintained merely from a charitable or a sectarian spirit, but having a work
given us, we look for some effort to justify the vote passed at the Union in
Montreal, ¢ That the thanks of the Union be presented to the Editor and
Business Agent of the Independent Magazine for their valuable and efficient
services.”” It is proposed to increase the amount of original matter cousider-
ably during this year; this, however, will demand the exercise of the “ gifts”
of the brethren much more than they have heretofore been inclined to do;
we have confidence, nevertheless, in stating, that our pages will be enriched
by the contributions of valued correspondents and co-adjutors.

Can our friends make no efforts to enlarge the subscription list? There
are those who could afford to purchase two copies, and use the extra one to
increase the circulation by lending it to neighbours ; it may be felt also by
some a question worth considering, how many copies of our Magazine could
be sent to poor brethren—widows and others—and charged on the fellowship
fand of the Church? Some may not be able to pay who would yet reap
benefit from our monthly visit.

Believing that the general interests of our denomination in Canada, aud the
cause of Christ at large, are advanced by the vigorous and godly prosecution
of this enterprise, we commit it to the approbation of Christ, and go forward
to the work of another year.
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CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA.

The tenth Annual Meeting of the Congregational Unior. of (“anada was
held in Zion Church, Montreal, commencing on W ednesday, 10th June, 18063,
at 4 .M. The opening song of praise—

¢¢ Blest be the tio that binds
Qur hearts in Christian love,”

was expressive of the spirit which reigned in the assembly throughout its
proceedings.  The Chairman, Rev. A. J. Parker, read the 8th chapter of
Nchemiuh, and engaged in prayer. Mr. William W. Smith, of Owen Sound,
was appointed Minute Secretary.

Upwards of eighty brethren were present during the sittings of the Union,
viz. ;—Ministerial Members—Revs. W. II. Allworth, L. P. Adawms, E.
Barker, R. K. Black, J. T. Byrae, John Brown, Robt. Brown, G. I3. Bucher,
A. Burpee, J. Campbell, Wm. Clarke, W. ¥, Clarke, G. Cornish, M.A., B.
W. Day. 1I. Denny, A. Duff, C. Duff, K. Ebbs, J. Llliot, X, M. Fenwick,
J. Fraser, J. A. Farrar, D. C. Irink, B. M. Irink, William Hay, Robert
Hay, Adaw Lillie, D.D., H. Lancashire, I'. H. Marling, A. Macdonald, A.
MecGill, D. McGregor, R. McGregor, J. McKillican, D. MecCallum, A. J.
Parker, I. D. Powis, T. Pullar, I'. M. Reikie, B. J. Sherrill, P. Shanks. J.
Unsworth, H. Wilkes, D.D., J. Wood, C. P. Watson, J. Wheeler.

Delegates—Brantford, F. I, Blackadder; Davville, J. L. Goodhue; Cale~
don South and Ospringe, J. A. R. Dickson ; ISaton, H. Hubbard; Kingston,
T. Hendry; Lanark (lIst church) A. Rankin; Loundon, James Robertson ;
Markham, D. Cash; Montreal (Zion Church) W. R. Hibbard, J. Popham ;
Oro (Ist and 2nd church) 8. N. Jackson; Owen Sound, W. W. Swith;
Quebee, T. H. Oliver; Sherbrooke, S. Tuek: Stouffville, T. Turner; Trafal-
gar, R. T. Thomas; Toronto (20d church) W. R. Ross; Cobourg, J. Iield ;
Guelph, Edwin Newton; Indian Lands, P. McDougall ; Martinwown, P.
Christie; Vaughan, W. Hartwaa; Brome, W. Stephenson.

Dclegates from Corresponding Bodies—Rev. Uriah Balkam, from General
Conference of Maine; Rev. B. H. Squire, from General Convention of
Vermont.

Ilonorary Members invited to seats in the Union—Revs. R. Wilson,
Sheflield, N. 5.; W. H. Daniels, St. John, N. B.; J. P. Warren, Sccretary
American T'ract Society, Boston ; Mr. Vernon, Point aus Trembles Mission ;
Christopher Cushing, N. Brookfield, Mass. Messrs. A. MeGregor and R.
Lewis, Theological Students; A. Christie, Toronto; . I, Grafion, Montreal ;
M. Revard, Teacher, Point aux Trembles Mission.

Several items of business having been attended to, a letter was read from
the church at Guclph, having reference to some points suggested by a circular
to the churches, lately issued by the First Church, Toronto; and also a
memorial from the Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance, C.W., solicit-
ing the influence of the Union on behalf of total abstinence and the prohi-
bition of the liquor traffic; both of which were referred to the Business
committee.

An invitation to visit the museum of the Natural History Society, and the
extension of a similar invitation by Professor Cornish to visit McGill College,
were the forerunner of the many acts of courtesy and christian hospitality
with which the brethren in Montreal invariabiy receive the Union.



CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA. 3

ANNUAL SERMON.

In consequence of the unavoidable deteation of Rev. D. McCallum, who
had been apnvinted to preach, the alternate, Rev. A. Dufl, was unexpectedly
called on ; he took for his text lst John, 2ud ch., 1st and 2nd verses.  The
preacher remarked that he had to speak of him who is our Abvocate. A
great variety of terms are used to shew the character and work of Jesus, but
they are not sufficient to set forth his beauty, glory, and exalted worth. The
text contains the fact ot his advocacy, the plea, and also the individuals for
whom it is presented. I. The fact. An advocate is a character well known
to us. This not with men, not in a court of law on earth, but above, with
our Father. There is an impression that we need an advocate, an intervening
person to come between God and man. This idea implies something wrong—
sin. Jesus possesses all qualities that can be conceived necessary to such a
functionary—nearly related to the judge—a kinsman, can plead with a heart
that has felt our woe—able to take up our case—not difficult to appruach.
Jesus is always ready to hear, and chides us beecause we do not make use of
his service.

1L The plea which he employs on our behalf.

There are false pleas used amongst men—that the prisoner is not guilty—
that the crime is not quite so bad as charged in the indictment—the previous
good chrracter of the prisoner—the future good conduct promised. These
the Saviour does not employ, the plea centres in himself—*¢ the propitiation
for our sins.”’

III. We have the parties for whom this advocacy is presented.

Difficult to sccure the advocacy of great men, poverty stands iun the way.
¢ If any man sin.””  Dr. Chalmers remarked of John iii. 16, God so loved
the world, &e., “you cannot put yourself out of that text,” so of this text,
unless you say I don’t nced an advocate, I never sinned. The text is of
cxtreme value to believers. They never can get beyond need of the cross—
never afford to live a single day without the advocacy of Jesus. Brethren, if
any men need this advocacy, we need it in the work of the haly winistry.
The preacher coacluded by pressing home several practical lessons ou the
hearers.

Ag the close of the public service, the Temporary Committee reported
nomirations for Business, Nominations, Membership, Public Service, Finance,
and Missionary Committees, all of which, with the exception of the Mis-
sionary Comuiittee, were adopted by the Union.

MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS.

The morning hour, from 9 to 10, was spent each day in devotional
enqagements, These interesting and profitable hours of consecrated fellow-
ship and prayer, proved during this holy convocation, as on former oceasions,
times of refreshing. Revs. W. Hay, T. Pullar, H. Denny, and W. H.
Allworth, presided. The throne of grace was approached on behalf of the
mivistry—young men’s christian associations—mourners—our children—the
children of our hosts and of office bearers and members—our American
brethren—the slaves of intoxicating drink.

RETIRING CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.

On Thursday morning, at the close of the hour of pi yer, Rev. A. J. Parker
delivered the annual address from the shair. It contained a sketch of the
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nature and history ..€ the Union, and with much pleasure we present it to
our readers in another page. Whe Union then proceeded to ballot for the
new ehairwan, which resulted in the election of Rev. W. Hay, of Scotland,
C. W. During the remainder of Thursday forenoon, the Missionary Com-
mittee was elected and the annual statistical veport was presented. The
Secretary-Treasurer reecived the thanks of the Union for the expenditure of
the great labour involved in its preparation. It will appear in print, for the
careful study of those who value statistical information. The neglect of
some to furnish the needed replies to the circular sent, of course affects the
perfeetion of the whole, nevertheless a high claim may justly be advanced for
Canadian Congregational statistics ; the labours of Mr. Ilbbs have been highly
apprecinted, and in common with many we regret his retirement from the
office of Seeretary of the Union.
DINNER.

On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the Montreal brethren provided a cold
collation in the lecture room of Zivn Church—an excellent arrangement for
the comfort of ministers and delegates, and affording facilities for the despatch
of committee business otherwise unattainable. After dinner, short addresses
of a ciieerful and animating nature were delivered.  The loyalty of the Union
was expressed by drinking her Majesty’s health in pure cold water, and sing-
ing the National Anthem. Other appropriate seutiments were given and
responded to by Rev. I H. Marling, John Leeming, Esq., Revs. W. L.
Daniels, U. Balkam, T. M. Reikie, J. Wheeler and I II. Squire.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

After the appointment of the Missionary District Committees, Dr. Wilkes
presented the 10th Anpual Report of the Canadizn Missionary Society; the
aspeet of which was cheering, special notice being made of the temacity of
life which our churches at times exhibit, as scen during the past year in three
instances, where, from adverse circums’ances, dissolution was contemplated,
but ultimately other and nobler counsels prevailed; the resuscitation of one
cause was mentioned.

A narrative of his mission to the Colonial Missiona ; Societr was given by
Dr. Wilkes, which was listened to with great interest. e have no doubt
that a better understanding and increased confidence have resulted {rom the
labors of the deputation to the fatherland.

Rev. Mr. Vernon, of Point aux Trembles, addressed the Union (speaking
in French) in the name of the six French Protestant churches of Canada.
Dr Wilkes translated the address; and it was resolved—¢¢That the Chairman
and Seeretary of the Union frame a reply to the French Canadian Protestant
Churckes, in Synod represented ; to be presented (with a French rendering)
by Dr. Wilkes.

"The Secretary of the Union read an interesting narrative of the ¢ State of
the Churches,” from which it appeared that the year, though not one of
great and striking events, had, nevertheless, been one of progress.

Reports of delegates to corresponding bodies were then given. Rev. A.
Duff, delegate to the General Conference of Maiue, related his experiences in
Maine. Rev. T. M. Reikie, delegate to the Canada Presbyterian Synod,
reported that he had been affectionately received, and a delegate to this
Union had been appointed, Rev. A. Burpee reported that he had not been
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able to attend personally, but had addressed a letter to the Congregational
Union of Nova Seotia und New Brunswick. Rev. J. T. Byrne had also
written to the New York (ieneral Association.

ANNUATL MISSIONARY MEETING.

At half-past seven on Thursday evening the Anuual Meeting of the Uana-
dian Congregational Missionary Socicty was heid in Zion Church; J. L.
Goodhue, ksq., of Dauville, C.Ji., in the ehair. Dr. Wilkes read a resume
of the operations of the Society during the year. Rev. C. Duff, of Meaford,
spoke on ¢ The true aim of Christian Missions, and the motives under which
they should he prosecuted.” Rev. T\ M. Reikie, of Bowmanville, addressed
the meeting on “The distinctive claims of Canada as a Mission Field.”
Rev. D. C. Frink on “The grandeur of Christian Missions—their objects,
origin and rese’ts.”  Rev. A. Macdonald on “The reflex influence of
Christian Missions.”

ADDRESS AFTER PRAVER MEETING ON FRIDAY.

After the hour of prayer, Rev. D. McGregor, of Brock, delivered an address
on “The univn of the lioly G! <t with the Church in winning souls to
Christ.”

1lle remarked, the subject on which I am expected to say a few words is a
deeply interesting one. It is the union of the Iuly Ghost with the church
in winning souls to Christ, as indicated in the last words of Jesus to our
world. The Spirit and the Bride say come. I am well aware that this union
is one of those things most surely believed among us; and that it is more to
honour the subject, than with the expectation of any new light being cast
upon it, that it comes up in this shape before you. Yet we need to have our
pure minds stirred up by way - f remembrance.

The subject divides itself into two parts. I. A work to be done, ¢¢ winning
souls to Christ;” and II. By whom the work is to be done.

The fact of the cstrangement and dislike of souls to God and godliness,
renders it neccessary that the sinner should be reasoned with, appealed to,
plied with every motive that Jove can lay hold of, and, after all, it would be
the most hopeless undertaking possible were God to leave it to any mere
creature to accomplish.

What then is our ground of encouragement to ungage in this good work ?
It is the absolute assurance that CGod gives us, that souls will be prevailed
upon to come to Christ. Now that the only condition in the covenant of
grace and wercy has been promptly and honourably fulfilled—I1is soul made
an offering for sin—we have sufficient ground to engage in the work, for done
it shall be.

By whom is the work of winning souls to Christ to be done? By the
Spirit and the Rride. Our adorable Redeemer never expected that any
agency short of a divine one could ever captivate the heart of one sinper to
himself. The Spirit was not only upon him, but he had the promise of the
Spirit; and this Peter assigns as the cause why so many piercing cries were
heard from anxious souls under one serimon. If any one truth be more deeply
graven on the tablets of Zion than another, it is this—Not by might nor by
power, but by my Spirit.

Talent and culture are invaluable ; the former the direet gift of God, and
the other an ornament and a power. There is not a more striking contrast
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between rugged nature and the beautiful garden, than there is between a
mind stored and trained and an empty unbridled brain, whatever the heart
may be.  Yet no amount of talent or polish can ever bring the soul to sce the
glory of Christ.  What therefore God huth joined together let not man pus
asunder—the Spirit and the Bride. In this union there must be a oneness
of views as to the proper means te be used ; and, secondly, the supreme desir-
ableness, yea, the essential necessity of winning souls to Christ.

As to means, the word of God is explicit enough.  Gostand in the temple
and speak to the people all the words of this life. Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel. In oune word, it must be Christ and him crucified.
For the Holy Spirit shall not speak of himself. 1le shall receive of mine, &e.
Whether the church is to do her work through her ministers or as indivi-
duals, Jesus must be the theme.

The Union adjourned at a quarter to 11, to allow the subseribers to the
Congregational College of B. N. Amecrica to hold their annual meeting. The
important subjects which came up fur discussion at that meeting, and the
ultimate resolutions passed, are recorded in our account of the proceedings of
the College.

SOCIAL GATHERING.

One of those pleasant meetings of bretbren which characterize the social
life of the Union took place on Friday evening. After partaking of a repast
in the basement of the church, the company assembled up stairs to listen to
the sweet music of the organ and choir, and also receive the brethren who
had come as delegates from corresponding bodies. Dr. Wilkes took the
chair, and, with kindly allusions to New England, called on Rev. Uriah Balkam
of Maine, who referred to the value of sympathy, claiming it from the Cou-
gregationalists of Canada as the representatives of English Puritanism, in the
present fearful struggle in the United States. The statistics of the churches
in Maine were given, showing increase, although many brought out in connee-
tion with the labours of Mr. Hammond were not contained in the returns.
God had blessed that Tvangelist's labours among the young, and also tosome
cminent men. Rev. J. P. Warren of Boston presented the operations of the
American Tract Society of that city. During the last four years, a career of
great prosperity bad been entered on, religious reading for the army was
extensively provided. Mr. Wa en, in name of the Society, presented the
Union with specimens of its publications, which at a subsequent meeting
were aceepted with thanks and distributed among the more destitute mission
fields. Rev. W. II. Daniels, of St. John, N. B., congratulated the brethren
on the courtesy of debate that prevailed among them, as shown by the dis-
cussion a¢ the College mecting that day, the position had been stcrmed and
taken, not only without the loss of a man, but without the loss of any man’s
temper. Rev. Joseph Wheeler, of Albion, C. W., had an apportunity of
pleading the claims of his station to assistance in the erection of a new chapel.
His speech clicited cordial sympathy and practical help.

SATURDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

A photographic view of the assembled brethren was taken by Messrs.
Notman, in the rear of Zion Church, early on Saturday morning. The prayer
mecting was held at the usual hour, and an address was given by Rev. A.
Duff on “ The conditions of ediciency in the proclamation of the Gospel.”
These were—meditation on God’s word—much prayer—intellectuality will



CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA. T

not give the moral sense of a passage—not sound, but the truth as it is in
Jesus—the cross, as a ground of reconciliation and a motive — preach that
people may have the fecling that they are meant—-confidently that we know
1t ourselves—reruire hearers to come to immediate acceptance—preach
dependently, humbly, and looking up to God—communion with God a con-
dition of succcss—-eminent piety essential to cminent usefulness.  On this all-
important subject a free conference was contemplated, but, time pressing, it
was omitted. After hearing Rev. J. P. Warren, Secretary of American
Tract Society, Boston, and expressing tharks for a package of the publica-
tions of that Society, on the report of the Business Committee the following
resolutions were adopted :—
FRENCH CANADIAN MISSION.

Resolved—That in view of the vast importance of the French Canadian Missionary
Society, the zeal and seif denial with whicl it has prosecuted its work, and the success
vouchsafed to the severul departinents of its operations, we cordially commend it to
the continued confidence and sympathy of our churches. This resolution to be
entrusted to Prof. Cornish and Rev. W. Clarke for the approval of the Union meeting
ou Mounday evening.

TEMPERASCE.

Resolved—1. That this Union reiterates its expression of sympathy with the efforts
made in this Province for the suppression of intemperance, and for the removal of its
causes.

Llesolved—2. That the ministers and churches of the Union are respectfully reminded
of their duties towards the Temperauce movement, especially in view of the influence
of their position in the commuaity.

Resolved—3. That the ministers are again requested this year to preach on Tempe-
rance on the Subbath next preceding 25th December.

POINT AUX TREMBLES.

A delightful excursion was enjoyed on Saturday afternoon by the members
of the Union, with a large party of friends, visiting the mission premises of
the French Canadian Missionary Society at Point aux Trembles.  The party
proceeded down the river in the steamer fron Dule, and on the mission
premises listened with delight to the hymns sung and the pieces recited by
those of the pupils still remaining at the institution.  What we saw on the
spot impressed our minds most favorably on behalf of a mission so important
in its objects, and so full of hope for the future. About 1,500 persons have
been educated there since its commencement, and during the last year 29 were
converted to Christ. After partaking of refreshments the company returned
in the evening to Montreal, delighted with the trip.

LORD'S DAY, JUNE 14.

Rev. T. Pullar preached in Zion Church in the forenoon. At 3 p.M. a
special service was held for the Sabbath School children in Zion Church—the
pastor presiding.  Several members of the Union gave short addresses.

After the evening service (sermon by Rev. U. Balkam, of Maine; Rev.
R. K. Black assisting in the devotional exercises), the members of the Union
sat down with the church to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The
pasior of the church was assisted by the Revs. T. M. Reikie, D. MeGregor
and A. McGill.

CLOSING DAY, MONDAY.

_ The Union met on Monday, at 9 a.m. At the close of the devotional eser-
cises, Rev. John Wood read a paper on “ The relation of the children of
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believers to the Churceh.” This essay will be found in another page. During
the day, the following resolutions were severally pussed :

REV. JOHN ROAF.

«This Union embraces the first opportunity of expressing their high appreciation of
the late Rev. John Roaf—a man of God, whose noble christian nature and distin-
guished abilities as a preacher of the gospel, and whose prominent conunection with
the opening up of the western part of the Canadian field will ever aseociate his name
with the early labours and successes of Congregationaliem in Canada. The Union
also tender their condolence with the estecmed widow in her bereavement of the
husband of her youth.”

CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA,

¢ The ministers and delegates of the Congregational Churches of Canada, in annual
sessiun of the Congregational Union, beg to express their deep and heartfelt sympa-
thies with brethren in the neighbouring Republic, in the dire calamities of civil war
with which theiv country is afflicred, and their homes desolated. With them we love
to fraternize, their delegates we gladly welcome among us, and, recognizing as we do
that slavery is the chief cause of the fearful struggle in which they are involved, our
prayers are to the Father of Mercies, the great Ruler of the Universe, that he would
bring hostilities to a speedy and righteous termination, by which the principles of civil
and religious liberty, the rights of humanity and universal freedown, may be advanced
and perpetuated.”

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, BOSTON.

That this Union has heard with much pleasure, from the Rev. J. P. Warren. Secre-
tary American Tract Society, Boston, of the growing power and usefulness of that im-
portant organization ; that we heartily rejoice in its fidelity on the subject of slavery,
and thankfully welcome its codperation with us in evangelizing Canada, and would
especially acknowledge the packet of publications presented by Mr. Warren for our
mission churches.

SUNDAY STHOOL DIAL.

¢ The Sunday School Dial,” published at Owen Sound, C. W., was recommended to
the uttention and confidence of Churches and Sabbath Schools connected with the
Union.

MONTREAL WITNESS,

¢ That the thanks of the Union be given to the proprietor of the Montreal Witness,
for his liberal supply of copies, during this meeting, of bis daily paper, for the u-e of
members of the body; and that we heartily wish increxsed power and success to this
faithful advocate of sound principles.”

GOVERXNMEXT EDUGCATION.

That this Union rencws the expression of its conviction that government grants for
educational purposes should be strictly confined to schools and colleges of a non-
sectarian character; regarding the support of separate schools and denominational
colleges by public funds, as opposed to the principle deliberately adopted by the
Legislature, intended to cause all semblance of connection between Church aud State
to cease; and as a source of unending irritation to the people of the provinee.

The Business Committee reported concerning the matters referred to in the
LETTER FROM THE CHURCH IN GUELPH.
Which report was adopted. It is as follows :—

With reference to the letter from the Church in Guelph, the Committee recommend
the adoption of the following minute :

That the Union is gratified to find that its Constitution has been the subject of thank-
ful consideration by the Church at Guelph. That the Constitution has been frequently
amended with much care; and that, inasmuch as the Union is a voluntary associntion,
and, therefore, capable of being organized in a variety of modes, we arc alweys open
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to receive suggestions for its improvement. That while further amendments may
postibly be made, we see no valid cause to prevent connection and coGperation with
the Union on the part of all Congregational Churches in Canada; a result which we
earnestly wish to attain.  With respect to the particular suggestions contained in the
letter—

1. We are unwilling to deprive ourselves of the help and society of the brethren
who wounld be excluded by the first suggestion, and who, though not constantly
engaged in ministerial work, are often employed in preaching, and who may re-enter
the pastoral office. The names of such as return ewntirely to secular pursuits, more-
over, are erased from time to time from our roll.

2. That the requirement of a strictly lay delegation was agreed upon with a view of
presenting the Union appronching the character of 2 ministerial body; and that the
limitation of the payment of expenses to one delegate was adopted solely in view of
the incafficiency of the annual collection to defray the expenses of all the members of
the Union. 1n order to make this apparent, the 13th standing rule shall be amended
by inserting the words «“ and of both delegates, a3 soon as the funds suffice,” after the
words “in full, if possible,” and erasing all that now stands betore these words and
‘“ on the understauding »

8. That the appointment of the Missionary Committee was entrusted to the Union,
on the principle that the pastors and delegates attending formed the most equal repre-
sentation attainable of the subscribers throughout the country; thereby preventing
any evils that might arise from the presence, at the annual meeting, of an overwhelm-
ing proportion of subscribers in the place of assembly.

The Rev. John Wood, of Brantford, was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the
Union, in the room of Rev. 1. Ebbs, who declined re-clection. The Union
also appointed Rev. W. F. Clarke as Secretary of the Western District Mis-
sionary Committee.

The Finance Committee reported, announcing a dividend of about 43 per
cent. on the travelling expenses of the ministers and delegates.

The invitation of the church in Brantford to hold the nest meeting ot the
Union in that town, was accepted.

At a quarter to 4, the Union engaged in devotional exercises and practieal
remarks on religious topics, for an honr.

THE PUBLIC MEETING OF THE YNION

Was held in Zion Church, at halfpast seven o'clock on Monday evening.
Rev. Joseph Wheeler engaged in prayer. The Chairman of the Union,
Rev. Wm. Hay, of Scotland, C. W., remarked on the spirit of charity
which had “revailed to a great estent during the meetings, on the spirit of
prayer whicn had been poured forth, on the good report of the efficiency and
progress of' the various means used, and on the zeal in all things for the
success of Zion. Rev. John Wood gave a resume of the proceedings of the
Congregational Union, and moved a vote of thanks to the friends in Montreal
for their christian hospitality and kinduess. This vote was responded to by
Mr. Dougall.  Rev. K. M. Fenwick spoke on Congregaiional Missions in
Canada, remarking that we have distinetive work to do. One great object
was to make as distinet and palpable as we can the line beiween the church
and the world ; another was to make quite distinet the fact that the church
is independent of the state ; and further, we had to call up the manhood as
well as the piety of our churches.

Rev. F. H. Marling gave a very interesting sketch of the history of the
Congrog:_mon:xl College, and spoke words of counsel to the friends of Mont-
real in view of the great step which had been resolved on at the weeting of
the subscribers, to remove the college to their city. Rev. R. Wilson repre-
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sented the provinees of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, showing the hopefil
aspect of the wission fields in these regions, compured with what was the fuct
only six years since. Rev. W. Clarke pleaded the cluims of the Kreuch
Canadian Missionary Socicty, and Mr. W. W. Suith, of Owen Sound, those
of the Canada Indians. At the close of the public meeting, a few remaining
iteins of business were attended to, and the Unien adjourned to meet in the
church in the town of Brautford (D.V.), on the 2nd Wednesday of June,
18G4, at the hour of 4 p.m.

ADDRESS OF REV. A. J. PARKER, RETIRING CITAIRMAN OF TIE
CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA,

Deniverep serore tuar Bopy iy Ziosx Cavren, MoNTrear, Juxe 1lta, 1862,

It was a wise and gracious appointment of God, in behalf of his ancient
covenant people, that at least once every year, the males should congregate in
the city of their solemnities, from all parts of the land, to rehearse the works
of the Lord, and to praise his glorious name. Centuries later, under the
New Testament dispensation, the apostles, elders and brethren were gathered
in that same city, to hold counsel and give advice in matters pertaining to the
walk of the members, and the action of the churches, secking thus to promote
purity and peace throughout the eutire brotherhood. (See Aets, xv.) For
purposes rot unlike those ancient convoeations, have we been permitted to
come up from all parts of our land to this Jerusalem of Kastern Canada, to
tell and to hear what the Lord may have done by us, and for us, in our several
spheres of lubour, and to consult in reference to the welfare of the churches
and the extension of the Lord’s work amoung us,  And first of all, it is fit that
we mingle our united praise to God for the favor which he has vouchsafed to
bestow during the past year. Not oue of our ministering brethren has been
removed by death, and almost none have found it necessary either to abandon
or to change their fields of labour, nor have their hands been essentially
weakened in their work sivee our last annual assembly.  In almost none of
our churches has there been a retrograde movement, while in some there bas
been a lengthening of the cords and a strengthening of the stakes, the report
of which shall make our hearts glad.  Never, as a Union, have we met more
hale and more hopeful than to-duy. Recording this our grateful testimony
and thanksgiving for the good hand of our God upon us, and assured that
another hand will detail the facts in due order, we may pass to other topics.

I. The aim of our Union. Jor what do we hold our annval asscmbiy 2
This shall be our first topic. In declaring this aim of our association, we
shall claim nothing of wnovelty, and yet it may be fit to call to remembrance
established principles adopted.  Were we to furnish a brief definition of the
object of our Union. it might be in these words: ¢ An association to promote
the interests of the Christian religion, and the harmony of the churehes, within
and throughout our Jand.”  In order to this, we ave ready to declave that we
do not come together to legislate. To wake and exact a code or codes of laws,
by which either the members or the churches must be governed, is not a pre-
vogative which we would either claim or exccute. Too much law-making
may have been undertaken in different branches of the visible church of
Christ. For oursclves, we ouly desire to learn and to expound wore perfectly
the laws of the “Qae Master, even Christ,” to attain obedience to those
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Jaws, to aid our brethren in rendering like obedience, and in the execution of
all those laws of love in all the churches.  So, we thiuk, we may best honor
Him who is “the head of the body, the chureh.”” Ncither, nzain, do we
assemble in the capacity of a cowrt. The associated brethren of this body
come not up to hear and to decide causes of alleged vivlations of ecither civil
or ceclesiastical law—do not assemble to render judgment and pronounce
anathemas on convicted offenders. This would be apart from our sphere.
Nevertheless, as a voluntary Christian association, should one of the members
manifestly transgress any law of Christ’s house, it would be lesitimate for the
entire brotherhood to withdraw from such a one because he had walked disor-
derly, and if neec be to give publicity to the facts, so that we ¢“have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkuess, but rather reprove them.”
Beyond this, we have ot learned that associated brethren are commissioned
to act as judges; and should cases occur where investigation must be insti-
tuted, pertaining to the faith or the life of one of the brotherhood, the stan-
dard by which he is to be tried is not any code of ecelesiastical law, but the
law of the New Testament. Our motto wight be, ¢ Not for that we would
have dominion over your faith, but be helpers of your joy.”

IL. It wnay not be amiss to call to remembrance the composition of the body.
Of what materials is this Union constituted? An article in our adopted
constitution asserts—< shall consist of Congregational churches, and of minis-
ters of the same church order.”” We are not now to comnent on the ¢article.”
but to glance at the wariety pertaining to those who have adopted it, and
enrolled themselves in voluntary membership. Seldom, perhaps, could we
look upon a body of Christian men more mixed, and, in some senses, more
diverse, than is seen in our own loved association.  Qur pastors, and the mem-
bers of our churches, had their birth, some in Qld England, and some in New
England, some in the land of the Covenanters and of Presbyterianism.
Ireland has furnished hauds, and had a heart in our work; and last, but not
least, young Canada itself is worthy to have its name at the head of the
chapter. To-day, almost a majority of our membership, and of our ministry,
are the loyal and lcgitimate sons of our own Province—loyal both to our
noble Queen Vietoria, and to the ¢“one Lord, who is above all.”” And these
native-born brethren are fast forgetting of what several countries they were
descendants.  Canada is the country, and Canada the home ot ¢« all. In all
this, God is teaching the same Jesson which he taught in the beginning of the
gospel—that diverse elements, diverse as were Jews and (Grentiles, can, by the
power and spirit of the gospel, be made to harmonise, and to constitute “one
body by the cross;” and these members, being “fitly framed together, may
grow to an holy temple in the Lord.” While we ponder this topie, we would
remind ourselves that the diversity of the brotherhood was not confined to
mere nationality of origin. There was diversity also of education. Their
first ._.-ous in scienee aud in religion were derived in different schools from
different text books and commentators. Modes of expression and terms of
phrascology were unlike cach other, even in Christian circles and Christian
families. The phases and forms of error which opposed the truth of God
were also different in the different countries which gave the fathers their
birth, so that there would be, and there was, diversity enough in the carly
materials of which our Union was constituted. It was only a work of time
and of grace that could bring them into perfect harmony. ~ Year after year
thesc strange brethren met each other, each wise enough in his own eyes, and
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perhaps partly distrusting the perfect orthodoxy and true blood of some of the
company, as at least not quite finished to the pattern. 'Thus some of the
carliest anunual meetings may have been as truly problematical as in reality a
union. But that free compurison of notes and interchange of views which
obtained from the beginning, and that testing of the whole by the infullible
text-book, the word of God, was so owned of the Master, that by his grace
we have this day this fraternal assoeiation, not misnamed ¢ the Congregational
Union of Canada.””  We boast not of perfect uniformity on every puint of
seriptural teaching.  We expect this as little as we expect that one member
of the fuwily will perfectly answer to the likeness of another member. But,
under the teaching of the divine Spirit, we may share that which is better,
unity, while there is vaviety. In this we fiud no little joy; and it we might
give utterance to the thought, we should express an opinion that we might
seck long and look far before we would be able to find a better edition of
Congregationalism than is furnished in our own bounds; and we should have
been false to our principles, had we not learned from our fathers before us,
and our brethren around us, so as to take some steps in advance.

III. A third topic is the catholicity—the liberality of Christian sentiment
and Christian practice which, if we mistake uot, has obtained among us.
Churches there are which seem to claim superiority on the ground of their
orthodoxy ; whose standards of doctrine are confessedly high, and who teach
prominently what God has done, and what he will do for his elect people.
In at least one branch of the visible church may be found thoese who claim a
superiority of power and authority by divine right-—who, in fact, claim to be
“the chureh,” as apostolic successors, aund vested with authority supreme
in the visible kingdom of Christ in the world. Others again profess to lay
almost no stress on doctrine, and hold little that constitutes a bond of
Christian union; while others still would exclude even delegated authority
and rule, from the churches, and who virtually contend for a state of anarchy,
in the stead of order aud good government. Now, among these distinct
bodies, claiming to be followers of Jesus, there is little of fellowship one with
the other. A band here and a band there may be found, who choose to be
quite separate from cvery class of Christians except themselves.  Close-com-
munionism is not quite Hwited to one branch of the visible church. But we
are led to ask, **1s Christ divided 7’ And we deem it right to say, in refer-
ence to our own body, that, in regard to doctrines held, we are substantial'y
one with the various orthodox and evangelical dcnominations every where.
We prefess no peculiarities—no distinet theories in reference to the doctrines
of grace. In common with the common brotherhood of saints, ¢ we believe
that we shall be saved through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, even as
they.”  And in all things we desire to have our own faith, and the faith of
our membership, tested by the one standard—God’s most holy Werd.  Aund
wherein there is in anything a short-coming, it is our prayer that the Spirit
of God may *lead us into all trath.” Confessedly, the chief difference and
distinction between ourselves and other bodies of Christians consists in the
order and discipline—the administration of government, in the churches. In
reference to this we cannot here expound that order which we have adopted,
nor at this moment present all the reasons for the preference which we accord
to such polity. 'We only announce that we have such prefercuce, and that we
believe we have ample scripfural warrant for that preference.  But, holdingas
we do that every congregation of believers should see that the laws of Chuist are
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exccuted each in their own body, we should be false to our own principles,
were we to array ourselves in antagonismn against bodies of Christians consci-
entiously differing from us on points of church order and polity. We have
a hearty sympathy with New Testament Episcopacy—desiring that bishops,
overseers, may be placed over every flock of Gud.  We may well be on fra-
ternal terms with Presbyterians—holding as fully as do they, that presbyters
should be fitted, called, and set apart to their work : that ¢ the elders who
rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who Jabor in
word and doctrine”’—all to be under the Headship of Christ alone. We do
pot disdaiu the appellation of Methodists, when our enemies think to reproach
us by such a name.  For, although Wesley is not our father, yet we intend
to adopt those methods in declaring his grace and edifying his people which
Christ has appointed. And we are happy to cobperate with brethren who
adopt like methods.  We would not scorn to be called Baptists—holding as
we do to the ordinance of baptism, according to New Testament teaching and
example, as fully as do those who assume the Baptist appellation. Hence,
true to our own principles, retaining our rights, and preferences, and privi-
leges, as one of the families of Israel, we may well avoid that hateful sectavi-
anism which has so dishonored the Master, wrought untold injury to souls,
and proved a source of weakness and of reproach to the churches. We would
pot be like Ishmael with our hand against every mau, and provoking the
array of every man’s hand against ourselves. And the known and willing
efforts of our membeiship and our churches in codperation with other
Christian denominations, to promote Temperance, Sabbath Sciiools, Bible
distribution, and other works of Christian benevolence, furnishes some proof
for the past, and some pledge for the future, that, God helping, we will say
to our Christian brethren of other denominations, ¢ Let there be no strife
between us and you, for we be brethren.”

IV. Briefly we pass to notice the progress of the Union. The period is
within the memory of some who yet bave their place amoug us, when our
causc had little foot-hold in Canada. Brethren were few and far separated
upou the wall, and almost every nameable opposing influence appeared in
greater or less array.  Sometimes the hearts of those early builders were faint
and their hands feeble. But ¢« though faint, yet pursuing,” God has given
us to see that their labor has not been ““in vain in the Lord.” The fraternity,
which, a few years back, was in its infancy, has acquired strength, and is
steadily approaching a goodly manhood. And constituting, as it does, a
fawily, we rejoice that fully four-score churches (thougha few fuil to be here
represented) have come to bear a testimony for God, and have a name in our
association. Aund we come together this day to marl the progress, and to erect
our Ebepezer, and say, * Hitherto hath the Liord belped us.”” Progress we can
report—though it has not been rapid, veither has it been uncertain progress.
The means employed to attain this end have not been spasmodic and fitful.
There has been little, if any, resort to novel and questionable measures, as
though we would, at any cost, attain a sectarian notoriety. So far as we
koow, the first aim of our ministry and our churches has been, to lead men to
the Cross of Christ, and then to weleome those who believe to his told, and
there to seek their edification.  And to these efforts God has set the seal of
his approbation. Ilis shall be the glory, and ours the joy. We only mourn
that there had not been on our part more of faith and faithfulness, so that
richer blessings might have been enjoyed. But from the stand-point we now
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oceupy, it is fit that we look to the future with faith and hope, for ¢ ITe is
faithful that hath promiscd.”

May our present sssembly be an antepast of a more glorious Union meet-
ing, when all the members of the family shall be gathered to the ¢ Father's
house.” May cach of our entire brotheihood be ““ made mect to be made a
partaker of the iuheritance of the saints in light,” and have a placc and a
portion there.—FAREWELL.

COLLEGE MEETING.

The Annual General Mecting of Subseribers to the Congregational
College, B. N. A., was held in Zion Church, Montreal, on Friday, June 1:2th,
1863, at 11 a.m.

Mr. E. Newton, of Guelph, was appointed Chairman, and Mr. A. Christie,
of 'Toronto, Secretary.

Prayer was offered by Rev. W. T. Clarke, after whieh the Rev. F. IL
Marling, Seceretary to the College, read the 24th Annual Report of the
Institution, together with an appendix, containing a report of a sub-com-
mittee on the course of study, approved by the Board, and a draft of By-
laws, amended secordingly.

The Report stated that none of the fourth-year students of the previous
session having returned, the number remaining in the class was five, to
which one addition had been made—Mr. Samuel N. Jackson, from the
chureh in Browme, C. E. For the vacancy caused by the :esignation of Rev.
Dr. Wickson, provision had been made by the appointment, first, of Mr. L.
Robinson, and, afterwards, of Mr. J.T. Huggard, B. A. The service bad
been satisfactorily performed. The Address, at the commencement of the
session, had been delivered by Rev. W. F. Clarke. The Revs. T. Pullar,
A. McGill, and J. Wood, had esamined the class at the cluse of the session,
and reported favourably. The out-going students—Messrs, McGregor and
Lewis—were commended to the churches. The financial condition of the
institution had improved. The Board, not feeling at liberty to increase the
Professor’s salary, had mwade a special grant in his favour. The Directors
had considered the question of the Course of Study, referred to them by last
annual meeting, and had embodied their views in an appended document.
The report closed with a reference to the University Question, on which the
Board had not felt required to take action, as the only public measure of
the year, the Report of the Commissioners, refuted itself. The Treasurer’s
Report showed that $1046 had been received from the Churches, and $1506
from the Colonial Missionary Society. There was a balance in hapd of
$100 74.

On motion of Dr. Wilkes, seconded by Professor Cornish, the report was
received, adopted, and ordered to be printed; and the documents appended
to the report were to be considered in committee of the whole.

In Committec of the whole, Heury Lyman, Esq., was appointed Chairman,
and Mr. Christie, Secretary.

The 1st section of the report on the Course of Study, which gave reasons
for adhering to the recommendations of the late Board, instead of the plan of
a committee of the subscribers at last meeting, not requiring action, was
passed over, and
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Rev. T. H. Marling moved, scconded by Rev. W. I%. Clarke,—

That this Committee concur in the 1st clause of the 2nd section of the report,
as follows: That the College Course be divid~d into two parts, viz., a Literary
course of two years, and & Theological course of three years.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick moved, in amendment, seconded by Rev. A. Duff,—

That the Board now to be elected be empowered to make arrangements for the
classical department for this year, and that the College remain in Toronto until
the close of the next session ; but that at the close of the next session it be
removed to Montreal; acd further, that & Provisional Committee be, at the pre-
sent mesting, or at an adjournment of the same, appointed by the subscribers, on
nomination of 2 committee to be chosen for tl.at purpose, to consider the plan of
study now submitted, to report thereon at the next annual meeting of subscribers,
and to make needful preparation for the removal of the Cullege, as above provit»d.

After considerable discussion, the Committee rose, to sit again in the
afternoon. Mr. Lyman resumed the chair, at 3 p. m.

Rev. W. I, Clarke, seconded by Rev. T. Pullar, moved in amendment to
the amendment,—

That the question of the removal of the College to Montreal be postponed till
next annual meeting.

A general wish having been expressed that the several sections of Mr.
Fenwick’s amendment should be submitted, seriatim, by permission of the
Commiittee, Mr. Fenwick withdrew his amendwment, when MMr. Clarke, also
by permission, withdrew his.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick then moved as formerly, in amendment, seconded by
Rev. R. Brown,—

That in the opinion of this meeting it is desirable to remove the Cullege from
Toronto to Montreal,

For the motion, 31; against it, 8. Carried by a majority of 23.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick moved, seconded by Rev. R. K. Black,—-

That the College remain in Toronto until the close of next session ; but that at
the close of next session, it be removed to Montreal.

Rev. W. ¥ Clarke moved in ameadmnent, seconded by Rev. T. Pullar.

That the question as to the removal of the Collego, bo postponed till the nest
annual meeting,

TFor Mr. Clarke’s amendment, 14 ; against it, 31. Lost by a majority of 17.
For Mr. Fenwick’s amendment, 28 ; against it, 7. Carried by & majority of 21.

On motion, the Committee then rosc, and leave of the Union was to be
asked to resume the sitting on Saturday morning.

Saturday June 13, 11.30 a.M.
By permission of the Union, the Committee again met. In the absence of
Mr. Lyman, W. R. Hibburd, Esq., was called to the chair.
Rev. K. M. Fenwick moved, seconded by Rev. R. Wilson, of Sheffield,
New Brunswick,—
Thata Provisional Board, to make preparation fur the removal of the College as
already provided for, be appointed at the present meeting, or at an adjournnient

of the same ; said Board to be chosen by the subscribers on nomination of the
following Committee, viz., Dr. Wilkes and Rev. F. 11, Marling. Carried.

Mr. Marling moved, seconded by Mr. Feawick,—

That, for the Ist clause of the 2nd section, the following be substituted :—
That the College course be divided into two parts, viz., a Theological course of
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threo sessions, to be preceded by a Literary course, the detailed arrangements of
which shall be considered by the Prov. Buard to be appointed. Carried.

The meeting concurred in the 2nd clause of the 2nd section, as follows :~—

That Candidates who are Graduates of any University, or who can otherwiso
satisfy the Bourd of their being possessed of sufficient acquirements, may be at
once admitted to the Theologival course.

The 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th clauses were referred to the Prov. Board as
above. Action on the recommendation to alter the by-laws was deferred.
The pavagraph in reference to the returning of fees, &ec., by students leaving
the country, was also referred to the said Prov. Board.

The Cowmittee then rose, and the chairman was instructed to report to the
meeting of subscribers the resolutions adopted in committee of the whole,

The meeting of subseribers then resumed its session, Mr. Newton in the
chair.  Mr. Hibbard reported the resolutions as above, and on motion the
report of the committee of the whole was adopted.

In the abseuce of Mr. Lywman, Mr. Hibbard moved, scconded by Rev. L.
Barker,—

That the following gentlemen be requested to serve as officers and directors of
the College for the ensving year, viz., Treasurer, Patrick Freeland, Ksq.; Secre’
tary, Rev. I, IL. Mavling ; Directors, Revs. 1. S, Ellerby, A. Lillie, D.D., E. Ebbs,
A. Wickson, L.L.D,, T. M. Reikie, J. Porter, W. II. Allworth, W. F. Clarke,
Messrs. J. Snarr, J. Nasmith, A, Christie, E. Kimball, J. Turner, J. Hodgson,
D. Higgins; Auditors, Messrs, W. R. Ross, and W. W. Copp.

On motion of Mr. P. W. Wood, seconded by Rev. C. P. Watson, it was
resolved,—

That recognising the peculiar need at the present time, of the blessing of God
on the College, this meeting would urge upon all the churches connected with the
Institution, the enrnest observance of the second Sabbath in October, as a day of
Special Prayer onitsbehalf; and further, would recommend the still more general
adoption of the system of simultaneous collections at that period, for its support.

The Secretary informed the mecting that he had 1000 Envelopes prepared
with a suitable printed statement, for facilitating the gathering in of the
annual subseriptions to the College, from the churches, and requested brethren
preseunt to provide themselves at the close of the meeting, with a supply of
the same sufficient for their several localities ; and he is prepared to send a
supply, on application, to any church not then provided with them.

On motion of Rev. A. Burpee, seconded by Rev. J. Wood, it was resolved,

That this meeting rejoices to note, in the progress of the University Question,
on the one hand—the unmasking of the designs of the sectarian colleges, and on
the other—the uprising, of able defenders of the non-denominational institution ;
and instructs the Board of Directors to act, in their discretion, with reference to
this agitation.

Mr. W. W. Smith, in behalt’ of the Chairman and Secretary of the last
annual meeting, reported that a2 memorial to both Houses of the Legislature,
and to the Governor-in-Council, in the name of that meeting, protesting
against a division of any part of the University funds among the denomina-
tional Colleges, had been duly forwarded and presented.

On motion of Rev. R. Brown, it was resolved,—

That the Board now clected have power to make all necessary arrangenaents for
elassical instruction in the College during the ensuing session.

'The meeting was then adjourned to meet on Monday as noon.
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Monday June 15th.

The meeting being again organized by Mr. Newton taking the chair,

Rev. 1. L. Marling presented the following report from the Comuiittee on
nowination :

To the adjourned meeting of- subseribers to the Congregational College :
The Counuittee on nomination of a ’rovisional Board, on removal to Montreal,
and consequent arrangements, beg to report the following list : Rev. Dr.
Wilkes, Concener, Rev. A. Duft, Rev. J. Elliot, Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Rev.
G. Corvish, Rev. R. Wilson, Rev. I I. Marling, Hon. J. S. Sanborn, Mr.,
J. Dougall, Mr. C. Alesander, Mr. I'. M. Taylor, Mr. W. R. Ilibbard, Mr.
C. R. Black, with power to add to their number.

Tor Committre.
Montreal, June 15th, 1863. (Signed) F. TI. Marnixa.

On motion of Rev. E. Ebbs, seconded by Rev. P’. Shauks, the nomination
of the Provisional Board was concurred in.

The minutes of the several meetings of the subscribers were then read, and
adopted ; when the Rev. J. Unsworth closed the proceedings with prayer.

TIIE WIDOWS AND ORPHANS’ FUND.

This society held its annual meeting on the 10th of June in the basement
of Zion Church, Montreal. The following are the leading points of general
intcest noticed in the report of the trustees.

Ist. They gratefully acknowledged the care of Divine Providence, which
has spared the lives of all the ministers connected with the Society, so that
no claim has fallen upon the funds during the year. It has thus occurred
that notwithstanding the apathy manifested towards it by the churches, it
has slowly but steadily gained strength.

2ud. The trustees were thus encouraged to review the position of the fund,
with the purpose of increasing the annuities guaranteed, if it could be done
safely. They felt that the widow's annuity especially required to be materially
increased, before it would be at all adequate for the object in view, and
earnestly desired to ingrease it to at lcast 8100. But, on 2 close inspection of
the position of the fund, in which they were kindly aided by A. G. Ramsey,
Esq., of the Canada Life Assurance Co., they felt that they must hesitate
ever in so small an addition, and therefore only recommended its increase to
$90 per anpum. They, however, advised some increase in the children’s
annuities, which, though less expensive to the fund, may do good service.

3rd. The trustees regretted their inability to recommend a larger increase, all
the more because it is entirely owing to the small amount of sympathy which
has been mavifested towards the fund by the churches. Of over 80 churches,
only 15 contributed by a collection during the past year, amounting in all to
$191 00; had the collections been gencrally made, the amount realized would
have placed the fund in 2 much more prosperous position.

4th. It may interest those who are accustomed to figures to know that the
aggregate amount of annuities guaranteed by the Society to its mewmbers, is
over four thousand dollars.  Aud when it is remembered that any part of
these may becowe claims at any moment, and continue for 10, 20, or even
30 years, the fact will be readily understood that the trustees need to set
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apart the sum of §745 yearly, to cover these claims, which are certain, sconer
or later to be made.

5th. The amount at the credit of the fund has now increased to nearly
$1,300.

Gth. A series of amendments to the by-laws were deemed advisable, and
the neeessary notice was given, with the view to their adoption at the pext
annual meeting.

It is only necessary to add, that at the request of one of the trustees, a
resolution was adopted, urging upon the churches the duty to aid the fund,
and appointing the first Sabbath 1n September as the day on which it is hoped
simultaneous collections will be made.  On this point the trustees feel they
have a right to speak plaiuly, the amouut needed is smaller than is required by
some other societics, but it is nome the less a duty that each church shall
contribute its guota to that amount.

REVIEW OF THE WORK AXND EXPERIENCE OF TIHE CONGREGA-
TIONAL CHURCHES OF CANADA,
For tus Year exoing 3rd May, 1863.~—Parr I
BY REV. E. EBBS, PARIS.

The past year has not beeu distinguizhed by any remarkable general char-
acteristics ; but may be regarded as, on the whole, an average year of inerease
with a few itews of encouraging success, compared with the previous four
years.

Some barren spots always come into view in these annual surveys; but
these are not so numerous as in some former years. Huwhsbury and Van-
Ileck IIill, for two years deprived of a pastor, indicate some revival of hope
and renewal of effort, after u long season of depressivn.  Innisfil is represented
by its persevering pastor—*¢ as a valley of dry bunes—exceeding dry ; and did
T oot know” he adds, “ that God is able to make the dry bones hear and live,
T should most certainly despair. I would therefure labour on, in the morning
sowing the seed, and in the cvening not withhulding the hand, being assured
that 1 shall reap if I faiot not.” The zealous pustor at Stansteud South,
says,  The year bus been a trying one. Neo conversious, and but little ap-
parent spiritual progress in the church. We meet this week, every evening
for prayer. 8o far the signs are more checring.  Oh! fur a baptism of the
Spirit ! In previous years this field has turaished very enconraging veports.
The pastors of several other churches deplore their leanness. Oune of them
says—< Truth requires that we should confess to a general deadness, althuugh
not altogether unrelieved by earnestoess and prayerfulness on the part of some,
There have alwuys been a few, * among the tuithless, faithiul ever found,”
a few who are always at the prayer-meeting—* thoroughly furnished unto all
good works,"— true yukefelluws”—the pastor’s ¢ bope, joy, and evown of
rejoicing.” ¢ The Lord give merey to them, and to their households, for they
oft refreshod bim !  But there are others who are a constaut drag upon his
spirit, on aceount of their spparcot indifference to the spiritual intercsts of
Zion; Christians, it may be; but so dead-and-alive that they bring forth
little orno fruit. The congregation seems to be slighily iwprovingin vuwbers ;
but our financiul difficultics are very great, and have very much to do with
our spiritual deadness. Still our determination is, with Divine help, to face
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the dificulties and overcome them., They that sow in tearg, shall reap in
joy.”  Oh! for the grace of prayerful waiting I That good brother has both
exemplified this grace, and experienced the truth of the promise which he
uotes.

1 The Churches at Cold Springs, Lanark, and Lanark Villaye, Listowel,
New Durham, Stanstend S. and the 2nd Clurch Toronto, have all suffered
a noticeable measure of decrease by removals excceding additions.  Puris
comes into the same list apparently, though, the removals being chiefly were
names of long absentees, there has been an actual inerease.

Oun the other hand we are thankful to discover unmistakable signs of
spiritual tncrease and prosperity in wore than ticenty of the reports, and
there is reason to believe that additional materials for this bright side of our
picture might be farnished by some of the unreported churches. Among
these embraced in our Statistical Table, the following deserve brief notice :

Burford and Scoland united under one pastor, who has patiently
laboured in the latter field for sixteen years, afford a most cheering example
of the ever accumulating power and attractiveness of a permanent and faith-
ful ministry. Notwithstanding much bodily weakness, this earnest pastor has
held on his way, waxing stronger and stronger, in influcnce and favour, as
well as efficiency.  Sixtcen have been added to these churches during the
year, nine of whom by profession. The pastor writes, *“ Though the congre-
gations bave been larger than ever befure, and the attendance more regular,
yet bave we kad to deplore spiritual dullness all the yerr through.”

London farnishes a very encouraging report. ¢ The past year, says the
worthy pastor, has been on the whole, one of great spiritual prosperity.
Those of us who had been deploring that there were so few of our young
people members of the Church, were cheere” in October, by one of the young
ladies in the Bible Class giving good evidence of true conversion; and this
pruved to be but as the first-fruits, for by the blessing of God upen the prayer-
ful and zealous efforts of parents, Sabbath School Teachers, and the Church
generally, others soon joined the church. Among these was the daughter of
the pastur, two daughters of a deceased deacon, and the three sons of one of
our present deacons. Not a communion day has paszed since that time, with-
out some having been added to the church, and there are at present several
candidates for membership. The clear views of the ¢ truth as it is in Jesus”
professed by many of the children amovg us, have astonished and delighted
their parests, and with gratitude we exclaim, ‘The Lord hath done great
things for us whereof we are glad I’ The gracious work has been estending
very geutly, and yet so effectually that entre houscholds are experiencing
peace and joy through believing in Christ.” The additions amount to
twenty upon professios and three by letter.

Guelph bas received more than an average messure of increase, though
remuvals by death and dismission bave equalled the additions. # Cheering
cases of conversion have occured, and unbroken harmony has reigned among
the members. The Sabbath School and prayer-meeting have improved in
attendance and it is hoped in interest. A seriesof Discourseson ¢ Romanism’
on the Lord’s Day Evenings, have attracted overflowing congregations.”

Garafraza is “a field that the Lord hath blessed” Within the year, 14
bave been added by profession and 6 by letter. The entire debt upon the
chaple has been paid; sheds have been erected and paid for, in addition to
the full amount of ordinary liabilities. A large Bible Class of about 30 adults
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affords the pastor much encouragement. ¢ Already (he says) some young
trees have been taken from this nursery, and planted in the garden of the
Lord.”

Tlowick appears for the first time in our Statistical Table, being a new
church organized by the Rev. Robert McGregor, as well as Zwrnberry, in the
northern part of his wide mission field ; both of which churches he at once
transferred to the Rev. B. W. Day, one of the graduates from our College,
whose zealous labors have been owned and blessed, nine having been added
by profession to the Howick Church, and five to the other. The pastor
writes—*¢ We have had additions to our fellowship, family altars erected, and
wore attention paid to religious things in many houscholds where carclessness
ouce prevailed.  Experience has taught me that pastoral visitation, and pri-
vate religious conversation in the homes of the people is the most efficient
means of building up a church, and increasing the attendance on the means
of grace. Most of the people are poor, and are busily engaged in preparing
howmes for thewsclves and families.  Nevertheless they give willingly and
promptly towards the snpport of the pusior.”” At Lwrnborry “times of re-
freshing” bhave been granted through the joint labours of this young pastor
and the New Connesion Methodist Mivister. e says “We are now rejoic-
ing in the conversion of some of our dear young people, the children of
Christiau parents. Several have already applied for mewbership.”

At ILamilton quite an awakening has been experienced in the whole “house-
hold of faith””  Chiefly as the result of special united services, 18 have been
added to our sister church, by profession, among whow are several of the
young of the flock.

Barton, shared somewhat in that holy quickening, several Hamilton minis-
ters assisted the worthy pastor in special services, to which Divive Providence
awakened attention by a terrible visitation in the neighbourhood.

The pastor at Newmarfet, settled last July, reports a happy state of
peace and an excellent spirit of love and earnestness, with congregations
gradually increasing.  Three have been added by profession aud four by let-
ter. Alluding to severe trials through which the churceh has passed, he says
~—These have taught a useful lesson, that we should walk huwbly before
our God, and keep ourselves separate from the world ;—that promptness and
faithfulness in discipline may save individual mewmbers, and even the whole
church.”

Another pastor reports the happy issue from a severe trial by the develop-
ment of fulse doctrine on the part of those who seemed to be pillars.

The Meaford church, though small, seews to thrive, having had seven ad-
ditions durtng the year.

Kingston, one of our ¢ strongholds,” is 2 pattern of patient coutinuance in
well-doing.  Its faithful pastor says—¢ The congregations keep up. The
Sabbath morning congregation is, 1 think, on the increase. The Thursday
lecture is Jargely attended. We have had seven additions to the church by
profession ; two are now before the church, and there are several who will
soon apply for fellowship.  Our Sabbath Schools are in a very efficient con-
dition. That under my own charge, in immediate connesion with thechureh,
is a great comfort and hope to me. The Association for our young people
has, during the winter, been remarkably well attended, and has done good.”

The Ottawa mission churceh is taking root, while making vigorous efforts in
outward progress. ‘The foundation stune of the sanctuary was laid in May,
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1862, and the cdifice was opened for Divine worship on the 15th October.
There has been a steady increase in the congregations for several months,
that on Sabbath evening is often considerably over 120. Three-fourths of
the pews are now taken. Four members have been added by profession, and
four by letter ; while two have been removed by death, and three by diswmis-
sion.

Melbourne is well reported of by its pastor. ¢ The church, I think, is
remarkable for its humble and earnest spirit.  No people can seet to be more
regardful of the wants, cares and genera! comfort of their pastor. I organ-
ized a Sabbath School a year ago. It then pumbered thirty-five or forty ;
we have now over 100. Ve have added to the Library over 130 well selected
volumes. We have bad papers for gencral distribution every Sabbath.
Additious have been made to the church at every communion service, save
one, since I became pastor.”  (Thesc occur once in two months).

The Granby pastor is much encouraged. “ On the whole, (he says) there
ic u perceptible spiritual improvement in the character of members. The
week of prayer held in union with other denominations, and prolonged to
nearly three wecks, was very beneficial ; the attendance, evening after evening,
being very good, sometimes as large as our congregation for Subbath worship.
Our numerical inerease though small, (five by profession) is of promising
aspect. There are quite a number deeply impressed, feeling the importance
of a religious profession; but waiting to be fully satisfied of a change of
heart, before offering for church membership.”

Laton, for sis-and-twenty years blessed with the constant watch and care
of the same devoted pastor, has been considerably increased; nine having
been added by profession. and six by letter, while only one has been removed.
While the Sabbath serviees held by other denominations in that township,
within a few years have been greatly multipiied, Mr. Sherrill’s congregations
instead of being diminished, have been steadily inereasing.

Sherbrooke, under the encrgetic ministry of the Rev. A. Duff, who has

completed the first year of pastoral service in this field, has received twenty
into fellowship, seven of whem by profession. It is worthy of notice that
forty-one infunts have been dedicated to God by Baptism,—a far larger num-
ber than any other church reports.
_ Zion Church, Hontreal, is the only one remaining to be mentioned under
the head of spiritual increase and prosperity. Though last not least : on the
contrary, reserved to the last lest the encouraging facis from the fecbler
churches should suffer by contrast with the larger figures and bolder features
of spiritual power which characterize this goodly cedar. There have been 54
added by profession, and 27 by letter, together 81; while 19 have been
removed, 5 of whom by death.  « Public worship (writes the pastor) has
been much more largely attended than cver, filling the house, in the ordinary
sense of the word. It has also been quict, solemn, devout, and character-
ized by wuch hearty “service of song.”

Mectings for prayer have been numerous, well attended, and of a lively
devotional character. Xxtra prayer meetings have been held weekly, and
well attended by the young men, the youug ladies, and the senior ladies
severally. ¢ An carly morning praycr meeting daily has been held occasion-
ally, and another after the Sabbath evening service, Jargely attended.”

Order, regularity and cfficiency, characterize all the departments of the
churck’s work, financial, Sunday school efforts, &c., &¢. The abscnce of the
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pastor during five months did not interfere with the regular and efficicnt
working ot all the sacred machinery. 1le came back to find everything in a
state of perfeet order and officiency.

The Sunday schools have been in excellent condition; the central oune so
continually large as to be with difficulty accommodated.

Finally, the year has been distinguished by a blessed work of grace, espe-
cially, at first, among the young of our Sunday school and fumilics; but
latterly extending to persons of adult age and heads of familics. No year of
a nearly 27 years” pastorate has beer equal to the past in the number of
members admitted on profession of faith.”

“THE RELATIONSIIP OF THE CHILDREN OF BELIEVERS TO TIHE
CliuRrci.”
AN ESSAY PREPARED AT THE REQUEST OF T CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADY,
BY REV. J. WOOD, R ANTEORD,

There is no object in which a devout and carnest Christian parent will feel
a deeper interest than the eternal well-being of his children, for the reason
that there is nowne which can enlist, as this docs, the strongest instinets of
both his natuval and his spiritual being.  As a Christian, he must desire the
salvation of those about him, sinee it is the first impulse of a renewed soul to
““tell to sinners round what a dear Saviour he has found ;”” while as a parcat,
that desire must find its decpest and strongest expression in efiort and prayer
for the salvation of his own children. Nuture teaches him to love and cherish
the little ones he has been the instrument of bringing into being—to provide
for them, shelter them, and educate them for some useful and honorable posi-
ton in this life ; grace sanctifics and directs the natural instinet, teaching
him to scek for them the ¢“better and enduring substanee” of the world to
come.

I do not say that Christian parents do always, in fact, live for the salvation
of their children as the object of their chief concern; for in this respect, as in
many others, Christian people often live a very unchristian life, and act a
part altogether unworthy of their high vocation; but where such is the case,
it is cither because they are not of the class I have designated—devout and
earnest—or because, from misconception of the extent of their obligations, or
constitutional inertness, or other ecauses, they quictly presume, however
unpromising present appearanees may be, that their children w7 he converted
and saved.  The hwman instinet s oceasionally overridden by appetite and
passion, but it is probably never utterly destroyed ; and so the Christian
iustinet may be temporarily crushed by the weight of worldly care and busi-
ness, but deep down in his heart of hearts, the godly parent desires—maust
desire when he allows himself time to ¢A/nk upon the subject—more than all
other blessings, the eternal well being of his children.

In like manner a devout and carnest church will feel that in their efforts to
evangelize the community in the midst of which it has been established, the
young possess the first claim upon their attention, there being no department
of Christian effort that can so readily enlist the sympathies and cobperation
of the membership in its behalf, or that has been more productive of saving
resulis.  The same principle, however, which leads a parent to feel a special
interest in the conversion of his own children, will also excite in a Christian
church a similar interest in the spiritual well-being of the young growing up



RELATIONSHIP OF CHILDREN. 23

under its intluence, and related to it through the faith and profession of their
parents.  These are the lambs of Christ, whom he has eharged his church to
Jgeed—the chidren of the ehurch—‘boue of their bone and flesh of their
flesh.”

It i¢ to the consideration of the relationship which ¢hese sustain to the
church, that our atteniivn is restricted.

The title of the essay assigned to me, viz., “The Relationship in which
the Children of Believers staud to the Church,” assumes that there is some-
thing speedal about it, as compared with that of other children ; and our first
duty will be to inquire into

L. The nature of the Relationship.

We suppose that by the phrase * children of believers,”” is intended their
Dbaptized children, since we regard it as the duty of every Christian parent to
scek baptism for his family.  1n what respeet, then, dues their relationship
to the church differ from that of the childien and youth who sit vnder the
same ministry, but whe are not of this class?

1. Does their relationship differ from the children of wnbelievers, and of
the world at large 7 Qur Baptist brethren reply, No! except in so far as the
Christian iostinets of their parents, and the Christian heart of the church,
in the bosowm of which they are nurtured, are specially drawn out in prajer
and effort on their behalf; and are thus instramental in placing them in cir-
cumstances more favorable to futuic conversion. In other words, they are
merely a more hopeful cluss of hearers than any other.  This, however, is
not a relationship to the church, but to the family into which, in the gracious
providence of God, they are born.  Their Christian parentage is indeed an
uuspeakable blessing to them, the value of which cternity alone ean reveal;
but, in our judgment, the chief clement in its value consists in the covenant
gelationship into which they are introduced by it, it being the Divine, and
not the parental aud merely kuman influence in such cases that sceures their
salvation. 1 will be a ('od unte thee, and unto thy seed after thee,” is the
promise first made to Abraham, and * confirmed of God in Christ”’ unto us;
sud the seal of the covenant to which that promise is attached, is boptism.

2. Does their relationship differ from that of the unbaptized children of

believers? o this questivn, of course, our Baptist friends will vociferate a
negative, even if they should do nothing msre, to express their soul’s abhor-
zence of what they are so fond of describing as ¢ a relic of Popery’’—the
baptism of infants! We are bound, however, to say—nuch as it way seem
to savor of a belief in the efficacy of saeraments—that we o regard baptism
as introducing children to a relationship which no unbaptized child, whatever
the religious character of his parents, can occupy. To these who have not
Ieflected much upon this point, such a statement may be somewhat startling.
Very many whose carly associations have led them to adhere to the practice
of intant baptism, rezard it only as a very innocent kind of ceremony, by the
zeception of which the child is none the better, and by the neglect of which
it is none the scorse.

Now, T suppose no ouc present will dispute the existence of such a relation-
ghip as we bave been describing, under both the Patriarchal and Jewish
Cispensations.  Circumeisina, which was ¢ not of Moses, but of the fathers,”
Wwas the initiatory rite by which admission was gained into the church of God,
from the time of Abrabam to Christ; and during all that period, children
were invariably associated with their parents in the reception of the rite, and
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in their connection with the church.  And so, as Paedobaptists, we believe
that it is still the Divine pleasure that such a relationship should exist between
the children of believers and the church, under the Christian dispensation,
The New Testament everywhere recoguizes it 'The children of believers are
not ¢ unelean,” but ¢ holy”’—children of the kingdom, and of the covenant,
addressed among “ the satets” upon their respective duties and privileges, as
a part of ¢ the household of faith.”  But this relationship was not founded
upon their parents’ faith alone, but upon their parents’ faith and reyard to
God's covenant.  'Their fhith was the Jirst thing; but as Abraham must not
only believe but obey God by conformity to the terms of 1is covenant, in
order to his children enjoying the promised blessing, so, we think, a Christian
parent, in order to hix sceuring the blessings of that covenant for his children,
must have them brought into outward and visible relationship to the e¢hurch
of God by baptism.

The rite of infant baptism is surely not altogethior wmeaningless. If the
baptism of an adult, vpon a profession of his faith, introduces him into the
fellowship of the church, and seals to him the blessings of the everlasting
covenant, then why, upon the same principle, should not the baptism of an
infant introduce /f, in like manner, to such a church relationship as ¢ is
capable of sustaining. The very formula which bas been given to us by our
Lord for this ordinance—baptizing them into (é:5) the name, &e.,”—seems
to imply that the child receiving it, comes into a new relationship to God and
his people, by virtue of its baptism.

We admit, indeed, that infant baptism serves other purposes in the Chris-
tian cconomy than this. Like adult baptism, it teaches us our need of  the
washing of regencration, and the renewal of the Holy Ghost,” whose influ-
ences the water represents.  And this it does, as we think, far more impres-
sively than adult baptism, for the latter can teach us this truth only as it
applies to the actual transyressor, in whom depravity has blossomed and
fruited into sén; while infant baptism teaches us that even the iittie one,
whose winning ways and innocent prattle seem to forbid the thought of any
germ of evil within, needs that iuward and spirvitual cleansing equally with
the adult. But that thisis ol that is signified by the ordinance in cither
case, we deny, for the position assigned to the Ilead of the Chureh, elearly
shows it to have been intended to mark a new era in the religious life of the
soul that receives it. It does not make him ¢ a member of Christ, a child of
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven,” as declared by the Church
of England; but it does introduce the child into a relationship to the church
that no unbaptized child can sustain.

The name by which this relationship <hall be called, is a matter of some
importance. It has usually been known as the “church membership” of
children ; but agaiust that designation there scoms to me to lic a very strong
objection, in the fact that it is the same term as that which is employed to
mark the connection of adults with the church.  Such an expression must
lead to misapprehension and confusion. Church-membership, as generally
understood, involves both subjection to rule and the right of voting, whereas
an nfaat is incapable of cither the one or the other. Very many persons
have, in consequence, 1¢jected the idea of any such church rclationship,
because of the palpable absurdity involved in the application of such a term,
in the ordinary sense, to children. We would suggest, therefore, that
¢ discipleship,” as both more seriptural, and characteristic, would be a more
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appropriatc phrase by which to express this relationship, since the great com-
mission requires us to “go and disciple all nations, baptizing them into the
name’’ of the Triune Jehovah.

" We come now to consider,

11. The duties arising out of it, and the best method of discharging them.
Such a relatiouship as we have been attempting to describe, cannot ex’st
without corresponding obligations. If the baptized childrm. of believers do
belong to the church of God in a sense in which no other children belong to
it, then, certain duties must devolve upon the church with respect to them.
Unhappily both for the children and the church, but little is made of this
relationship, and doubtless for the reason that the cxistence of it has to a
“great extent been lost sight of.  There is, indeed, no formal recognition of it,
as far as I am aware, by any of the churches of our denomination in the
Provinee. Iipiscopalians and Presbyterians gencrally recognize it by confirm-
ing or reeciving into the church, at a certain age, children baptized into their
comutunion, when nothing in their outward deportment shows them to be
unfit for such fellowship—in other words, their baptized children are presumed
to be regenerate persons, either by virtue of their baptism, or through the
divine blessing upon their subsequent attendance upon the ordinances of
religion. Now, were the obligations both of the church and of the family
faithfully and prayerfully discharged, such a presumption might and probably
would be a correct one; and when the church of God shall reach its millenial
condition, we have no doubt but that the offspring of believers © will grow
up as amoug the grass, as willows by the water courses, and that one shall
say, I am the Lord's, and another shall call himself’ by the name of Jacob,
and another shall subseribe with his hand unto the Lord, aud surname himself
by the name of Israel” In the present state of the church, however, such
a presumption is altogether unsustained by the face, and, therefure, a delusion
and a snare, disastrous in its influence on the spiritual life of the church, and
likely to lead to sclf-deception on the part of those hmproperly reccived into
its fellowship.

The exageeration and abuse of this relationship, however, is no reason for
our neglecting to recognize and use it. Our Lord has recognized it, for he
says, ‘“of such is the kingdom ot heaven.”  These are the ¢ lambs” of
Christ, to be fed and cared for, to be fulded and shepherded for him.  They
have his marl: upon them, and are to be taught to know him—to distinguish
his voice from the voice of strangers, and to follow him. Without such
recognition of its meaning, the rite of baptism becomes a thing of naught,
and must “sink into discredit until it is quite done away, and tbe value it
might have been in the church is lost.”  Who can wonder that when parents
find that infant baptism leaves their children just where it found them—out-
side the church, aliens and strangers, like the unbaptized among them—they
should neglect it, or at Jeast be indifferent to it ?

How, then, can we meet the obligations arising out of this relationship?
The following suggestions may assist us to reply to this inquiry :

) 1. We must obtain and cherish juster conceptions of the church’s obliga-
tions in regard to her baptized children. If the ordinance of infant baptism
be a mere ceremony in the eye of the parent, it will be nothing more to the
children.  As it is in teaching them to use a form of prayer, so will it be ia
this case ;—if you are devout and carnest, your ¢kild will be so; while if you
wake it a form, your child will use it as such. The picty of the parent is,
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under the divine blessing, to be the fountain of religious life to the child;
and as the stream ean never rise above the level of the fountain, neither can
the child, humanly speaking, rise above the parent in the type of its religious
affeetions.

2. Dr Bushnell suggests that ¢ baptized children should be enrolled by
name in the eatalogue of each chureh, as composing a distinet class of candi-
date or eatechumen members, in order that they may see that they are held
in expectaney by the church, as presumptively one with them in the faith
they profess.””  To which T would add, that, with a view to impressing this
more deeply upon their minds, they should be talien as frequently as possible
by their parents to witness the celebration of the Tord’s Supper, and to sit
aith them while communing, instead of being exeluded from the company of
believers.  Fverything should be done, all our arrangements sheuld be made,
with the obicet of waking them el thai they are one with their parents, and
with the chureh, in a sense peculiar to them.

This leads me to remark,

3. Such children ought to be carefully instrueted in the nature of the rela-
tiouship into which their baptism has intraduced them.  Their unspeakable
privilege shonld be pointed out to them.  1f there was much advantage every
way to the Jewish child in civeumecision, there is certainly no less to the
Christian child in baptism.  In ecither case there was a possibility of the
advantage being misunderstood; but properly conceived of) it cannot he over-
ated.  Henee, every favourable opportunity should be improved to impress
them with this fact. Not only should there be scrvices appointed by every
church with a special adaptation to the capacities and coudition of the young
in geuneral, but accasional gatherings of this class in particular.  “ Let the
children first be filled ”—all the young as far 1s possible, but the chilidren first.

4. Both their parents and the church should live in constant and prayerful
expeetation of the fulfilment of the divine prowmise in relation to them, and of
their speedy avowal of themselves as the diseiples of Christ.  This covenant
is **an cverlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure,””  Let us lay hold
of it, “for he is faithful that promised.” let our faith be so manifested
that our children will feel from their very infaney that they are the seed that
the Lord hath blessed. By the conseeration of our children to God in bap-
tism, we have set to our seal that God is true.  Let us not, while we profess
that we know him, in works deny him by despairing or even doubting of the
fulfilment of his promise. *Though the vision tarry, wait for it; for it will
surely come; it will not tarry.”

Traws=gtlantic J|etvosgpect,

Tee Loxpoy Misstoxary Socierr.—The sisty-ninth anpual meeting of this
society was held May 14th, in Xseter Hall, and, both in respect to the number
present and in point of interest, was fully equal to any of ite predecessors. By
ten o’clock, the hour of commencement, the large hall was nearly full, and in the
course of a very short time was densaly crowded in every part. The chair ~as
to have been occupied by the Bight Hon, the Earl of Aberdeen, but in his un-
avoidable absence, Sir Morton Peto, Bart., M.P., took that position. The Chair-
man, in opening the proceedinyg, said the meeting would regret the absenco of
the estimable nobleman (the Eacl of Aberdeen) who was to have presided, but
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ho was happy to any that he had gone to Spain to plead the cause of the prisoner
and the oppressed.  (Hear, hear,) . . ) .
; The Rev, H, Allon lin place ol Dr. Tidman, incapacituted by the failure of hig
oice) read the report.  Itcommenced by nrelerence to the distinguished friends
‘of the society deceased during the past year, and to the changes in the mission
Jﬁehl. With reference to the finances it is said :—"Tho several items in the ordi-
pary income of the society full below thoss of 1861625 subseriptions, dorations,
and colleetions are less by L3,494 5s. 9d., and legucies (always variable), by
L1947 5a.6d. The fund for widows and orphiang, and superannuated missivnaries
s also L85 2s, less than last year ; and the receipts from Australin and foreign
puxilinries fall short Ly £1,051 0a. 6d.  But, on the other hand, the contributions
From tho missionary stations exceed thoso of 1861-62 by £1.787 108.3d.  For the
“grection of memorinl churches in Madagascar, there huve been received £8,680
“4s. 24.; making the total receipts for the year L81,924 13s, 8d., which exceed
Ahoso of last yoar by £2,048 8s. Gd. It is with more regret than surprise that
Aho directors have thus to report that the ordinary receipts of the society, exclu-
give of legacies, have fullen short of those of the preceding year by £5,000. But
in presenting a deficiency, the society suffers in common with all kindred
Jdnstitutions, and, it is almost superfluous to remark, from a common cauge. The
number of the seciety’s misgionaries now actually in the field, exclusive of those
about to Jeave England, is one hundred and seventy. They are divided among
the several spheres of the society’s operations ag fullows :—In Polynesin, twenty-
.eight; West Indies, twenty-one; South Africa, thirty-eight; China, seventeen;
India, sixty; and Madagasecar, six.

‘The report dwelt upon the velue and necessity of a rative agency in those
Tegions to prepare the way for the Buropean missionary. Tue friends of the
suciety will therefore be gratified with the number of rative students in the
geveral institutions in Eastern Polynesia :—

Students.
On the Island of Tabaa (Society Group), under the superinten-
dence of the Rev. J. L. Green a.vivvviveenecnn 260
On the Island of Rarotonga (Hervey Group), under the superin-
tendence of the Rev. E. R, W, Krause ...cc coveeniiiiiiiiiannn 19
On the Island of Upolu (Samoan Group), under the superinten-
dence of the Rev. IL Nisbet.oooovvimruuiieeaeniiiinnn cerasseee 88

Total.cerererneenreisannrens ﬁ%

‘Pwelve of the students in the institutions at Tahaa are natives of Tahiti, who
will, on the completion of their course, return to the island, and hecome ministers
and evangelists among their Protestaut countrymen, and the value of such a pro-
Yision for the Tahitian churches cannot be over-estimated.

+ The Christians of Polynesia, besides the support they afford to upwards of 200
Jpative teachers, contribute an average sum of £2,000 per annum as their
missionary offerings.

Respecting China it is said that the agents of the society oceupy stations in Hong

" Kong, Canton, Amoy, Shanghae, Hankow, Tientsin, and Pekin: and, although
they have had to encounter difficulties and discouragements from the enfeebled
“coudition of the Imperial Government, and from the warlike measures of the
Taeping insurgents, yet these have been greatly exceeded by their gradual pro-
gress and direct success.

A great deal of space is devoted to the opening prospect of the Madagascar

- mission, the main features of which are familiar to our readers. Respecting
King Radama it is said :—Although the King has not made a public profession
of Christianity, he constantly attends Protestant Christian worship on the
Sabbath, nod he spends a portion of every day with Mr. Ellis, listening to the
woird of God, and making inquiries as to the nature and meaning of its truths.
Surely such an inquirer cannot be fur from the kingdom of God. The number of
native Christians at the capital, which Mr, Ellis estimated on his arrival at 7,000,
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has greatly increased ; and the several congregations every Sabbath number from
1,000 to 1,500 persons. It is not without diffieulty in some instances to gain an
entrance through the crowd to the place of worship, and hundreds go away from
want of room. In the month of Qctober the Lord’s Supper was administered t
the members of the several native churches, when about 800 intelligent practical
believers united in commemorating the dying love of their Redeemer.

In additicn to the six missionaries already in Madagascar, who were diligently
preparing for their respective spheres of labour, the directors were ahout to send
out four additional missionaries. The appeal for contributions to the proposed
memorial churches had heen promptly responded to, £9,000 having been sub-
seribed, and £2.200 additional by juvenile friends of the society. Mr. James
Cameron, one of the few agents of the society still living who was honoured to
introduce Christianity with the arts of civilisation into Madagasear under Radama
1., and who has heen since engaged for many years in kindred pursuits at Cape
Town, has. in accordanece with the wishes of ibie directors, mostreadily proceeded
to Madagascar, to render his valuable assistance in the erection of the memorial
churches.— Nonconformist.

Tre Coronrar, Misstoxary Socierr.—The twenty-seventh annual meeting of
the Colonial Missionary Society was held on Monday, May 18, at the Poultry
Chapel, under the presidency of John Remington Mills, Esq., M.P. The pro-
ceedings were begun with singing, and the Rev. J. Beazley offered prayer.

The Rev. T. James read the report of the committee, which stated that as far
as the society’s field of operations is occupied a divine blessing appears to rest
both upon pastors and churches. Whether attention is directed to the northern
or southern hemispheres the scene was alike pleasing and hopeful. Numerous
details were given in confirmation of this general statement, having reference to
British North America, Vancouver’s Island, Port Natal, and various parts of
Australia. Deep regret was expressed on account of the deaths of the Rev.
Richard Tletcher, Rev. Dr. Ross, Rev. Mr. Miller, Rev. Mr. Roaf, and the Rev.
Mr. Stow, and because of the resignation of the pastorate of the church in Piti-
street, Sydney, by the Rev. W. Cuthbertson. Four ministers had been sent out
to Australia daring the year, but the two most important spheres in Melbourne
and in Sydney were vacant owing to Mr. Fletcher’s decease and Mr. Cuthberston’s
retirement. A minister was required for IIalifax, Nova Scotia, and no fewer
than fourtcen are urgently needed at the present moment for the colonies of
Australasia. The total income from all sources during the year, including balance
at the banker’s, is £5,281 13.5d. Of this the sum of £321 10s. bad been specially
contributed towards the erection of chapels in Canada and Port Natal. The ex

enditure of the year has been £5,432 2s. 2d. ; thus showing a balance of £151

8. 9d. due to the treasurer. The receipts are equal to the preceding year, but
the expenditure had been greater, and would have been still larger but for the
liberal terms on which certain shipowners generously arranged for the conveyance
of the ministers and their families to the Australian colonies. In conclusion, the
committee appaaled for £1,000 extra income in the course of the ensuing year.

The Rev. Dr. Vaughan moved the first resolution, nominating the committee,

The Rev. W. II. Parkinson, in seconding the resolution, compared the national
life in England to a hothouse or a plantation filled with plants and trees, and the
colonies to the open ground whence the flowers and trees had in due time to be
transferred. The plants required the moisture and the sunlight in both positions;
and those who went forth from our shores needed the same Gospel they did at
home, and in many respects all the more, for when living away from old ties and
associations they were the more likely 1o go astray.—Ibid.

Toe Mernopist NEw Connexion held its 67th annual conference a3 Leeds, last
week. The Rev. Wm. Cocker, of Mossley, is the president for the year. The
denomination are erecting a college for training their ministers, at Raumoor,
Sheffield, towards which nearly £10,000 has been subscriked.



29

Bills from the Fountaing of rsvael,

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THOSE WIIO DIE IN THE LORD.
BY THE EDITOR,

¢ And T heard a voico from heavon, eaying unte me, write, Blessed aro tho dead shich dio in the Tord
from henreforth: yea saith the Spirit, that thoy muy rest from their labors, nud their werks do follow
them.”—Revelation xiv, 13,

There are scenes through which we pass in our journey through time to eternity,
which are clad with the bitterest trophies of the power of death. There is nc
voice of singing, the scar and yellow leaf is there, for we all do fade as a ieaf;
our iniquities like the wind take us away, and the cold wintry chill of death
comes over those whom we love. What then can help us up from descending
into the gloomy vale of despair, to bury all our hopes?  What shall huld the hand
-of man from digging for himself a grave, like that of the beasts that perish ?
What can bring to the tearful eye, the gentle smile of resignation and hope?
‘God's trutk alone, Life and immortality are brought to Tigbt through the
gospel. Listen then to the voice from heaven proclaiming, ¢ Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord.” The sweet music of the voice to which we listen, is
accompanied by the attestation of the Spirit, “ Yea, saith the Spirit, that they
‘may rest from their labors, and their works do follow them. Observe,

1.—The blessedness of the departed in the Lord.

‘ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.”

The dead.—A thousand thoughts and feelings _ongregate around the word.

This fair world has been blighted by sin. The curse of death is pronounced. All
the children of men bow before the trinmphant march of the spoiler.  What man
is he that liveth and shall not see death? Come down from your thrones, ye
‘princee ! and ye that sit on high, sit in the dust! Let the beauty of man depart,
and his form see corruption. No bulwark can defend from the zttack of death.
‘No shield can ward off his spear. No relentings are known by that insatiable
tyrant. As stubble to his bow, the mighty of the earth are given, e sate the
stamp of cwnership on the fairest forms; in his hand there is no bribe. The
reign of death extends wherever there is the reign of sin.  Earth is the scene of
Dis prowess. It is appointed unto man once to die ; to us that solemn event wili
come ; iv hastens now ; every beat of the clock is @ moment nearer death ; some
day will be the day of our exsit from earth ; some night our soal shall bo required
of us. In what light are we to view the great event? IYn what position shall
it place us? That depends on what we are; on the treatment we have given to
the gospel. Christianity alone converts the curse into o blessing. The prey is
taken from the mighty, and the lawful captive delivered. O death, saith the
Tord, 1 will be thy plague ; O grave, I will be thy destruction.
. *' Blesssed are the dead which die in the Lord.” In death itself, viewed apart
from religious trath, there is no joy; it is a stern and a sad reality; it puts
‘A stop to the warm tide of life; it steps between us and the dearest objects
on which our hearts are fized; it changes all. Our laughter is turned
into mourning, and our joy into desolation, It buries our hopes in the grave,
»‘_gnd quenches the fire of our comforts, There is however, from the light
of the gospel, another aspect given to thescene: Faith penetrates beyond the cur-
tain ; the gloom of the grave is dispelled; the tomb of the believer is lighted
bp; the torch of truth burns brightly there, The fogs and nosious exhalations
In the recesses of the caverns of the dead do not quench the light of the gospel,
~bu't‘serve to make it buran more brilliantly, to cheer the burdened mind.

The christian view of death, is, that to the righteous it is the beginning of
‘eternal day ; this earthly house is exchanged for a building of God, an house not
gnadg with bands, eternal in the heavens. Death is not the end of man. True,
1t winds up the scene of the earthly sojourn ; it closes the gate on the external
crowd, so that the eye canuat follow the traveller as he enters the palace of the
great king. Like the noble ship that spreads its canvas to the breeze and bears
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away from the sight, though it sinks from our view, it still presses on to the desired
haven. To the bosom of its father and its God, the happy soul wings its flight,
though the eye of mortals cannot pierce that ascent. As the eagle that soars up
to the region of light—

Up, up, through the tempest, jonrneying,

The world’s zahara, o sandy wyeath,

Its clouds and colds behind, beneath;

The inner eye upturned, away

From the mists of time to the God of day.

Drinking the light of the golden throne,

Where the waters of life flow on, still on,

Till the soul is bathed in the deep excess

Of the warmth and beauty of holiness;

When carth on the pilgrim’s eye grows dark,

The bosom of God is the home of the heart.”

To die in the Lord,—from that sorings the gain ; the blessedness flows from
being found in him. This refers to a union and fellowship existing between
the §0ul and Christ. The soul in Christ is united to him by a living faith ; the
glories and the worth of Jesus attract the sonl. Every dependeuce for salvation
1s disowned, except trust in the merits of the Lamb of Ged. “ I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom
1 have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may
win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own rightecnsness which is of
.the law, buat that which is through the fuith of Christ, the righteousness which
is of Gud by faith.” Trust in Christ unites the soul to him, and his righteousness
becomes ours. As the branch is united to the vine, so the soul abides in Jesus.
This being in him further shows the existence of fellowship. My beloved is mine
apd I am his, Dyingin the Lord takes place when thus the soul is connected
with Christ: it is union in existence ; it is fellowship experienced ; the soul that
goes after Jesus; the longings of the mind are for him; when he is seen and
his voice in gentlo utterances is heard,—

“ Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are.”

In the Lord, no evil can overwhelm, for his rod and his staff give comfort. In
him we have strength, and joy, and hope, and love. Amid the strife and pain of
dying, the billows do not come over our frail bark, for Christis in the vessel, and
then ‘‘ we smile at the storm.” i

The text shows that not merely are the righteous blessed in their death, but
¢ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,—Ulessed in the state of the dead. This
blessedness arises from what their Lord has done. Christ has died ; he entered
the portals of death’s domain. Without the death of Jesus there had been ne
blessedness in the state of the dead. Ile came to seek and to save that which
was lost; by his death on the cross, he achieved his purpose, and gave death his
death-blow there. Ie has been in the grave and left a sweet odor of bis presence.
Since in bis hand are the keys of hell and of death, possession is taken of the
sleeping dust of saints. The righteous rest in the bed of the grave, under the
promise of a joyful resurrection. 'Lhe sleep of death shall terminate in & joyful
morn, but “ blessed AR the dead who die in the Lord.”” There is a present
blessedness. It is not the far distant, though joyous morning. They have not
gone to endure purgatorial fires, they are blessed, in the Lord, with the Lord.
Blessed in his presence, where there are fuloess of joys, at his right hand where
there are blessings for evermore, Absent from the body, present with the Lord.
“I am,” said the apostle Paul, “in a straight betwixt two, baving a desire to
depart and to bs with Christ, which is far better.” To die is gain. It were no gain
to die, if that were to exchange our being in the Lurd, to our being in purgatory;
earth were better, if on carth we had the jays of fellowship with the Lord, thao
the endurance of misery in alternate fire and cold. Nor can we see the blessed:
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ness or the gain, if the soul were asleep. Assuredly the blessedness of the
Fighteous after death, consists in their having entered heaven; in being with
the Lord; beholding the King in his beauty. Look across the flood of Jordan,
and see the happy sonl plant its foot on the heavenly shore ; the land of cease-
less joy and of deathless fove. Are they blessed? Then the death-path may
be dark, the vestibule long and dreary, but it leads into the temple of heaven.
Avre they blessed? Then theshadows of death flee away, and the music of heaven
fills the soul.

All the dead are vot blessed. The state of those who lived without God is sa
and solemn. The portion of the wicked is endless ruin, deep despair, We warn
those who are yet living out of Christ ; trusting not their soul’s salvation to him
whose arm is strong to save. Perhaps aroused to some degree of feeling, you
say, et me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his. Rerem-

_ber you must live the life of the righteous in order to die his death. It is truth

nlona that ean hear up the scul amid tho swellings of Surdan @ ibe iruih in Jesus.
This sun shines in beauty all through the day of grace, and does not cease till it
gets behind the dark mountains of eternal despair.  Put not off considering what
the gospel makes known,—the way to live, the way to die. The longer you delay
the danger increases. Ilaste then to live, by accepting the offer of salvation.
Believe on Jesus.
" It is not by any mere man, thet we can be made ready to die. The hand of 2
priest cannot put & passport to heaven into our hands, we must have truth in our
hearts. Christ, as our redeeming priest, and all prevailing mediator we trust,
and then we are in the Lord, and so are blessed in life, in death, and through
eternity. Observe,

IL—The state of peace and reward to which they have gone: ¢ That they
may rest from their labors, and their works do follow them.””  The passage gives
us a view of the future, and shows the influence which the present bears on it.
There is a state of peace and reward to which the beloved of the Lord have de-
parted. We geta glimpse of glory, in the expression, * they rest from their
labors.”  Earth is the scene of toil ; heaven, of peace and rest. *“There is a rest
that remaineth for the people of God.” We gather thus what earth is, and what
heaven shall prove to the faithful soul. To the heart that is a stranger here, the
cares, perplexities, hardships, sins, sufferings and sorrows of earth are toil ; but
there is a rest from all those in the home above. The beggar ut the rich man’s
ﬁl}lte is carried by angels into Abrabam’s bosom. Life’s light aflictions past,
the far more exceeding, even the eternal weight of glory is enjoyed. The source
of mourning is dried up ; suffering now is unfelt, the throne is possessed, for if
we suffer with him, we shall also reign with him. Sorrow is unknown. * 'T'he
$hall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on thew,
Dor any heat; for the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
‘and shall lead them to living fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes.”” Victory istheirs! they rest from the fatigues of war, and
wear an immortal crown, To the high estate for which they struggled, they have
Tisen; the height of satisfaction is gained ; they bloom in the celestial paradise.
Shall we then, who may be left behind, mourn for them as if they had exchanged
happiness for pain, satisfaction for disquietude, rest for toil ?

“ Would ye weep for the bird that hath found its nest ?
Would ye weep for the child on its mother’s breast ?
Would ye weep for the fidwer from its calyx burst 2
For the fevered lip that hath quenched its thirst,

Yor the mariner snatched from the stormy billow,
And reposing in peace on his sweet home pillow.”

From all the sorrows and pains of time, the righteous have departed, let us
therefgre look up since their redemption hath come ; safely arrived at home, they
dwell in the midst of all conceivable enjoyment, encircled by the arms of ever-
lasting love,
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Let it be remembered that this glorious state is influenced by the transactions
of earth, Thereis a bearing which the present has on a future reward, * That
they may rest from their labors, and their works do follow them.” Their works
are not represented as going before them, nor can they form an introduction for
them to the Father of mercies. They never build o way on which the soul may
travel up to heaven. Works do not constitute the ground of acceptance with
Gad, but are the proofs of love—evidences of a heart grateful for the rich depths
of love divine. The Redeemer's worth alone opens the heaver'y gates. Salvation
is due to the Lamb, If we would ever enter heaven, it n.ast be by grace; but
there is a place which the doctrine of good works occupies. The rewards of heaven
shall douhtless Le in proportion to the fulness of service, the devotedness of heart
and life and all, to him that hath redeemed us with his blood. Faithfulness to
Chirist will not be forgotten; the * well done good and faithful servant,” shall
greet the ear and fire the heart. * Their works do follow them.” Ile that win-
neth swuls is wise, and they that are wise and turn many to righteousness, shall
shine as the stars in the firmament of glory. In whatever sphere the follower of|
the Lamb moved while here below, if there faithfully at his post he foucht the
battles of the Lard, and toiled on to buiid up the Lord’s house, the reward of work
shall be enjuyed, and the strugale shall end in wearing a crown. Iappy is that
servant that watcheth and worketh ; work for Christ is honorable, and shall meet
a full, a large reward ; it shall not be forgotten, fur even a cup of cold water only
given tu a disciple, shall in no case lose its reward.

In working for Christ, the heart must belong to Christ. Work, however
religious it may appear, is not approved of till the arm that works is warmed by
a heart that beats with love to Jesus. The whole of our labors, presented us an
acceptable eacrifice to the Lord, are received, when by the hand of faith we bring
a heart washed from sin in the Redeemer’s blood. 'The Lord is our righteousness,
and what we bring is as a drink offering of thanks to his name.

There are those who have no works of the right sort to follyw them, their
deeds are deeds of darkness; sin has been followed through life, then shall
their sins not follow them after death? Can they effect a separation of their
souls from their works? Sing follow the soul into eternity, and can only secure
a frown from the God of light. The followers of iniquity shall be followed by
iniquities to the bar of God.” ITow dreadful to die with the whole weight of sin
on the soul. Past transgressions rise in dread array, they cry for judgment, their
voice cannot be hushed, they follow to the righteous tribunal and secure condem:
nation. Forsake then, sin, lest it follow you in sad consequences to all eternity,
Turn to the Lord, and he will have merey upon you. Some refuse to class them
selves with workers of iniquity, but who. nevertheless, cannot be viewed as pre,
pared to die. They stand all the day idle, heedless about the gospel, earelesy
about their souls. Remember, that not to do, is to bring condempation : inasmuch
as ye did it not. Awake then, arouse thee to action, fiee to the cross, work while
it is called to-day, the night cometh when no man can work.

Let bereaved friends take comfort from the text, when they have evidence thal
those from whom they ave severed rested on Jesus. Hear the voice that would
Er;:e you to make sure of eternal glory. Follow those who have fallen asleep in

hrist.

“ Then haste, oh haste, to the prize press on,

Tollow the path where they have gone,

On to the river though tempests rave,

Strength shall be given to breast its wave,

On! to the city, with golden gate,

Till “the door is shut,” ye are not too late.

On! to the throne where the Crucified

Hath a place for cach at his pierced side;

On where your loved ones have sped before,

Where the arrow that severed, shall strike no rmaore,”



