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TORONTO, DECEMBER 15, 1883,

“ A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO PAPA  Our very being with their splendour,

AND MAMMA 2"
O father dear! O mother tender !

On this blest morn

‘When Christ was born
We coms our grateful thauks to render.

Here to your chamber
gently stealing,
May our small ery
Be heard on high
While Christmas bells are
gladly pealing!
Ding dong ding!

Dear parents! may mno
deeper S0OTTOWS
Your lives enshroud
Than passing cloud,
Made golden in the light it
borrows
As birds anew burst into
singing
‘When rain departs
So may your hearts
Sing as the Christmas bells
are ringing !
Ding dong ding!

Angd that your bliss may be
completer,
May our love bless
Your tenderness,
And every day our lives
grow sweeter!
May goodness in our bosoms
dwelling
" Wake in us three
Such melody
As now from every tower
is welling !
Ding dong ding!

Teach us your willing self-surrender !
So Love's own hues

Will interfuse

And now, with joy-bells gaily leaping,
With one accord
‘ We praise the Lord
'Who holds us in His gracious keeping,
Ding dong ding!

CBRISTMAS MoORNING,

. THE “MORE BLESSED” CHRISTMAS.

Tuey had a lovely Christmas time ina
l Sunday-school up in Michigen last winter,
,and I wish every school in the land could
have one like it every year. Indeed, many

. other schools are trying the plan, and they

i

say it works well. This schodl called it
_“the ‘more blessed' Christmas servee
. I presume the name came from that tet,
. Tt is more blessed to give than t) recerve.”
~ Everybody gave something. The viw.t 18
who were admitted gave in a parcel at the
door as their “ ticket,” and
such a mountain as 1t «ll
made, heaped up about the
pulpit. 1 think the Lord
was pleased with ek o
Christmas celebration, for
all the jpresentz were ki
His needy, suflering ones
There were pretty tuys of
all kinds to make happ
the hearts of hittle laldre .
plenty of warm hittle ~ ck-
and howds and juwkets, ol
story and pictute b ohs,
warm clothing of all s 118
handy tools and many other
things both wusetul an

pretty.  Over four hundr ]
presents were Lrought o,
and I presume they made
as many hearts happy when
they were given out, und
more, too, probably, a- fath-
ers and mothers share
their children’s pny o ute
as much asf it was ther

own.
The children, too, who

tovk a part in this o1
blessud ” serviee were abrout
as happy as you ever see
little folks. You know you
can put but one wuart of
symp in a quart cup, and one pintin a pint
cup. Just so people have capacities for
happiness. You may pile on the means of
happiness, and it will unly overflow , it will
not add anything w the amount. Some
people, if they had the whole woild given
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them, und all the things in 1t, would pout
and say, "I wish 1 had the moon.”

The *“more blessed " kind of happiness
comes nearer filling up the mensure than
any other I know. But to fully couvince
yourself, you have ouly to make the experi-
ment. I would not wait until Christmas,
ecither.  Kind, gencrous deeds are always
in season, *“The poor you have ulways
with you.”

i —— O E— —

*GOOD TIDINGS QF GREAT JOY."

Ax angel voice on Judah's plain
Annouuced to men a Saviour's birth ;

Each Curistmas sends the sweet reframn
Rte-echoing wider o'er the earth.

Whence come the joys of Christinas-tide 2
A Chuld fiom heaven has given us them.
Above all thoughts let this alnde,
The Chrnst is born in Bethlehem,
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CHIRISTMAS TREES.

Munrny Christmas! Why do we keep it
with so much joy and gladuess? Is there
a little child anywhere who does not know
that it is the day when our dear Lord was
born? “Christ the Prince of glory slept
on Mary's knee.” The whele beautitul
story is familiar to every one of us, and the
swectes® thing about Christmas is that it
belongs to every one of us, to the poorest
as well as the richest, for the infant Jesus
came to save the whole world.

The custom of hanging giits on Christ-
mas trees comes to us from Germany.
There, for days beforehand, great prepar-
ations are made, and when the eve of
Christmas airives, the tree is lighted with

- - —

and servants. We are glad that many of
our Sunday-schools fullow the pretty home
iden of the Fatherland to a wider conclu-
gion, and have Christinas-trees in the
Sunday-school.—The Chilil s 1} orId

— — O G G—— -

THE WONDROUS BIRI‘H.
Oxck in royal David's city
Stood a lowly catile shed,
Where a mother laid her Bsby
In a manger for His bed ;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable
And His cradle was a stall ;
With the poor, and mean, aud lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And through all His wondrous childhood,
He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden
In whose gentle arms He lay;
Christian children all must be
Mld, obedient, good as He.

For He is our childhocd’s pattern:
Day by day like us He grew:

He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He koew;

And He feeleth for our sadness,

Aud He shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love :

For that Child, so dear and gentle,
Is our Lord in heaven above ;

And He leads His children on

To the place where He is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
1With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him ; but in heaven,

Set at God's right hand on high;
When, like stars, His children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

—Mrs. Alexander,

SANTA CLAUS

“ CHRISTMAS is coming,” cry the children,
aud they are thinking of the beautiful
presents they hope to receive.

Some are wondering where Santa Claus
stays during the rest of the yeur, and if he
will bring them anything.

Have our little readers been careful to
try and please tleir parents and teachers
this year? If they huve dome this, they
will certainly be happier at Christmas time.

Remember rlso that Christmas is to

tapers, snd its boughs are loaded with pres- | commemorate the birth of the blessed Jesus,
ents for perents, cluldren, teachers, fricnds | and do wuat you can to please Him,

CHRISTMAS WITH-
OUT.

0, now bleak and
cold it is without! How
deep lies the snow ! and
covers every house and
shed and tree, and how
cheerful the bright light
shining from the cottage
window looks, and the
smoke curling up from 7
the chimney, suggesting
thoughts of cakes and
dough nuts, and Christ-
mas cheer. Uph! but
1t is cold without. Let
us lift the latch aud
enter in.

[, SIS

A GOOD CHRISTM AS
PRESENT.

AMONG the novelties
in the way of Christ-
mas gifts for the com-
ing season, intended for
father, mother, brother,
or sister, is a suitable
holiday envelope, containing a pledge or
Christmas promise something like this:

By the help of God, and with my best
and truest love. To—: I hereby promise
never to use tobacco or ardent spiritz as
long as [ live.

To this is signed the name of the donor.

Boys, all the money you could earnina
year would not purchase a present which
would give your parents or your sisters so
much pleasure as would such a Christmas
pledge signed by you, If the pledges are
not for sale in your town manufacture one.
Purchase & pretty Christmas card and write
on the baca of it a pledge similar to the
one given here, substituting for the words,
 betore I am tweaty-one years of age,” the
better promise, * so lonyg as I live.”

ROOM FOR JESUS.

A cuiLLy night, and stars are white and
cold as marble. In house aud inn there is
no room for a Baby born at Bethlehem;
ounly a chance to lie in a stable-manger,
Woui.: you have taken the child-AMessiah
in? It is not too late. When you give
up some selfish love you make room in
your heart for Jesus. When you ray, “I
will serve Him better, and, helping selt less,
help others more,” then you make room for
Him. He would rather come to your heart
than go to a palace.

No obstacle can close the kingdom of
{ heaven against him who desires to enter it.
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CHRISTMAS WITHIN.

WELL, this is a rather pleasant change—
for the storm and cold and darkness with-
out, warmth and light and cheerfulness
within. How the little folks are just be-
side them with joy at the wonders of the
Christmas tree. Was ever tree so beautiful!
Did ever tree bear such marvellous frujt !
—all sorts of toys and trinkets and spark-
ling light. There are presents for every-
brdy—for pa and ma, grandpa aud grand-
ma, and Tom-and Nell, and even for tiny
May, upon the fioor. God bless them all,
and give all the families where the SUNBEAM
goes a merry Christmas and a happy New
Year,

FATHER CHRISTMAS' YOUNG
DAYS.

No one who has read of the Christmas
festivities of Old England can overlook the
yule log, whose cheery blaze has enlivened
so many English hearths. A heathen cus-
tom gave rise to this practic: also. About
the same time that we keep our great
festival, the pagans used to celebrate “ Yule-
tide,” or Welcome to the new year. The
word “yil.,’ means festival of the sun.
Those who helped to carry the yule-log
were considered safe from the power of
spells, and those who sat round the merry
fire made up quarrels and were at peace.
Twigs from the log, kept during the year,
were believed to be safeguards against
charms, .

In early times Christmas was marked by
much rejoicing and revelry. A man, who
was styled “Lord of Misrule,” was chosen
to superintend the festivities, He would
take up his abode in the house of a great
lord, where he was followed by a numer-
ous train, whom he ruled as king. He was
allowed to do whatever he chose ; and no
one, whether king or earl, was to take

{uﬂ'unce at his jokes. DPerhaps these rovel-
y ries reached their highest pitch in the reign

of Edward the Sixth,

We must not forget the feasts of this
season. A boar's head is still seen ou the
QQuesn's table at Christnas.  In olden days
this dish, crowned with rosemary, was re-
ceived by the guests with great respect, all |
standing when it was brought in. |

The custom of carol-singing is thought to
date back as far as the second century, The
woid * carol ¥ means a song of joy. In 1ol
land we find in addition to carol-singing, the
pretty custom of carrying round from dJvor
to door a star representing that which once
guided the Magi. Those who gaze on the
star give the young men who bear it alms
for the poor.

As we thus glance at the various ways in
which men in all circumstances have cele-
brated the birthday of the Son of God, do
we not see that there is a blessed bond of
sympathy amongst them all, a bond be-
tween the child rejoicing over its Christ-
mas tree and the unknown believers who
sang the first carol long, long ago; the
bond of a common behef that the Babe of
Bethlehem holds the sceptre of the world.
Our thoughts fly to the lowly manger where,
drawn by Divine love, oll uations, peoples,
tongues meet to exclaim, in words whose
complete fulfilment we see not as yet:
* Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.”

WHAT DECEMBER SAYS,

OPEX your hearts ere I am gone,
And hear my old, old story;

For I am the month that first looked down
On the beautiful Babe of glory.

You must never call me lone and drear
Because no birds are singing ;

Open your hearts, and you shall hear
The song of the angels ringing.

Open your hearts, and hear the feet
Of the star-led wise men olden ;
Bring out your treasures of incense sweet,
Lay dcwn your offerings golden.
You say you look, but you see no light
Of the wonderful Babe I'm telling;
You say thoy have carried Him off by night
From Bethlehem's lowly dwelling,

Open your hearts and seek the door

Where the alway poor are staying;
For this is the story, for evermore,

The Master’s voice is saying :
Inasmuch as ye do it unto them,

The poor, the weak, and the stranger,

Ye do it to Jesus of Bethlehem—
Dear Babe of star-lit wanger !

NELLIE AND THE sNOW.
Lirrey Nellie see< the wnnw |
Lattle Nelhe wants ta hnow,
Her bright vyes tlled wath wonder,
Who it s abuve the makes
All the httle falling i ihes
That muke her lock aud ponder.

Little Nellie wants to know

What's the use ot thikes of snow,
And why they full xo hght, teo,

Little Nellie wants to know

How they come aud where they ypo,
And wiy they are so winte, too.

Little Nellie wants to know,
As the flakes are falling «,
How soon they will be over.
Little Nellie wants to know
What becomes of what's below
The pretty white snow cover,

Little Nellie, don’t you know

It i3 God who makes the snow
That's falling like a feather ?

He knows best when nature wants

A blanket fur the tender jlante,
To save from frosty weather,

Little Nellie, don’t you knuw
Ly and by the failen snow,

The flakes which flat and quiver,
All will melt away and tlhw—

To swell the fluwinyg river ?

Little Nellie, by and by

You shall know both how and why,
And all about the snowing ;

All you have to do to-day

Is to eat, and laugh, aud play,
And sleep, and keep on growing,

——————— - @ - W—

NO ROOM FOR JESUS,

Was there no room in Bethlehem
For Jesus at the mnn ?

No room for Jesus when He came
To save a world from sin.

No room for Jesus in our homes,
Or rcund our board, when He,

Above all other friends beside,
An honoured guest should be ?

No room for Jesus in our hearts?
O sad and fearful thought !

Room for all else but His dear love,
Who our redemption bought.

Dear little child, wilt thou not try
The Saviour's lamb to be ?

So when IHe calls thee from on high
He will make room for thee.
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LESSON NOTES.

I'OURTH QUARTER.
BL 1856 Lrssox XIL [Dec. 23.
DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN,

1 Sam. 21, 1.18. Comnit to memory verses 11-13.

GOLDEN TEXT,

The wicked 18 driven awny in his wicked-
ness; but the rizhteous hath hope in his
death, Prov. 14. 32,

OUTLINE.
1. Defeat and death, v, 1-3,
2. Suicide and Shame. v. 4-10,
3. Burning and Burial, v. 11-13,
QUESTIUNS FOR 1IOME STUDY.

What was Saul's last battle with the
Philistines? The battle of Mount Gilboa.

What befell the Israclites? They were

defeated and siain,
Who were k:lled? Saul's three sons,
By whom was Saul wounded? By the

archers.

Whaat did Sanl see? That all was Jost.

For what did he long?  For death.

What did he do? He killed himself on
the point off his sword.

How did the Philistines treat the body of
Sauii They cut of his head.

Where did they hang his armour?
one of their idol temples.

Where did they fasten the bodies of Saul
and his sons? Upon the wall of the city
of Bethshan.

Who remembered S8aul and his friends?
The people of Jebesh.

What had Saul done for them? He had
saved them from their cnemies.

How did they show their gratitude? By
burning the bodies of Saul and his sons,

Why did they do this? To keep them
from the Philistines.

How did they show their sorrow ? They
mourned and fasted seven days.

Who else grieved for Saul and Jonathan ?
David. [Repeat GoLbex TeXT.]

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOFLE.
If wo turn away from God, we shall meet—
With disappointment.
With defeat.
With death.
If we love and serve him he will give us—
A contented heart,
A peaceful life.
A heavenly home.

DocTrINAL StGuEsTIoN.—The results of
forsaking God.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

Where will the rightcous enjoy this lafe?
In hezven,

What sort of a place is hearen? Heaven
is a place of light and glory.

In

. 2, Hitherto—

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW.—DEC. 3, l
Repeat the GoLpex Texts for the quart. r.

1. His sons— 7. 1 have—
8. The battle—

3. It is better— 9. And David—
4. And All— 10. A man that—
&, Only fear— 11. But I say—

6. Behold— 12. The wicked--

REVIEW QUESTIONS.

Lesson 1.—By whom was the ark of God
taken? By the Lhilistines, What happened
when Eli heard of its capture? He fell
down aund died.

Lesson.—I1.—Who became judge of the
Israclites? Samuel. What did he help
the Israclites todo? To destroy the Philis-
tines.

Lesson I1I.—What did the people ask of
Samuel? “Give us & king like other
nations.” What did God tell Samuel to do?
To let them have their own way,

Lesson IV.—Who was chosen king?
Saul. What did Samuel do for Saul? He
wrote all the laws of the new kingdom.

Lesson V.—What did Samuel beg the
people to do? To serve the Lord with true
hearts. How was the power of God shown
to them? By the miracie of rein and
thunder in harvest-time.

Lesson VI.—How did Saul sin against
Ged? By disobeying Him. How was he
punished? God took away the kingdom
from him.

Lesson VIL—Whom did Samuel anoint
with oil ? David, son of Jesse. Of what
was that asign? That he would be king
some day.

Lesson VIIL.—Who was a great evemy
of the Israelites? Goliath, a giant. Who
kiled Goliath?  The boy David.

Lesson IX.—Wholoved David better than
heloved bis own life? Jonathan, Saul's son.
Why was Saul jealous of David? Because
the people loved him. What did Saul do ?

He tried to kill David.

Lesson X.—\What was David obliged to
do? Hide away from Saul. How did
Jonathan show his love for David? He
pled with Saul for his life. What did
Saul do in his anger? He tried to kill
Jonathan,

Lesson XL—Who delivered Saul into
David’s hands ? The Lord. What Jdid David
do? He spared Saul's life. What did
Saul tell David? “You have given me
good for evil.”

Lesson XII.—In what battle were the
Israclites defeated by the Phlisines ¢ The
battle of Mount Gilboa, Who were rilled ?
Saul and his sons. What did the Israelites
do? They forsook their citics and fled.

Special Quarterly Service.—Topics: The
beanevolence of the Church, 1. Mouey and
the nceds of the Church. & The duty of
giving? 3, The reward of liberal giving,

FIRST QUARTER.

STUDIES IN THE ACIS AND EPISTLES.
A.D. 50, Lrssox I. [Jan. 6
THE CONFERENCK AT JERUSALESL
Acts 15, 1.12, Commit (o memory verses S-11.
GoLbEN TENT.

We believe that through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even
as they. Acts 15, 11.

OUTLINE.
1. A Difference. v. 1.
2. A Discussion. v. 2-0.
3. A Decision. v. 7-11.
QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

Who came from Antioch to Judea?
Some converted Jesws.

What 2id they teach the Gentiles? That
they should become Jews.

Why was such teaching wrong ? 1t made
salvation depend upon otuward forms.

What is salvation? The Lord's free gift
to us.

Who disputed with the Jews? Paul and
Barnabas.

What did they decide to do? To go up
to Jerusalem.

Whom did they wish to see?
apostles.

What was held when they reached
Jerusalem? A meeting of spostles and
elders.

Why was such a meecting held?
settle the question about the Gentiles.

What did Peter tell them? That God
made no differcnce between Jews and
Gentiles.

Did they all know this? Yes, they had
secn the Spirit given to the Gentiles as
well as to the Jews,

What did Peter mean in speaking of
putting a yoke upon the neck of the dis-
ciples? Binding them with laws and
ceremonies.

What was Peter's hope of salvation ?
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

What does God look at? The heart.
“Thou, God, seest me.”

What does God ask of us?
thine heart.”

WORDS WITH LIITLE PEOPLE.

We can do nothing to e«rn salvation.

No outward forms can save us.

Jesus only can save us, and therefore

We must have Jesus.

DocTRINAL STGGESTION.—Freedom from
ceremonial law.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

How will good men livethere? Good men
will live in heaven in perfect joy forever.

Why will their joy be perfect? Because
they will be always with the Lord.

The

To

“Give me



