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THE

CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

JUNE, 1857.

THE PRESENCE AND POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH ON
EARTH.

?he ancient prophets spake of the sufferings of Christ, and of the glory
w l'ch should follow. But between the sufferings and the glory, there is a long
> 1iod in the Church’s history, of trial and of grace—an intervening dispensa-
lon: which seems in a great measure to have been hidden from the sight of the
Ancient seers, As our Lord’s ministry upon the earth drew near its close, he
:ﬁ?’e and more clearly unfolded to his disciples the nature of that kingdom
10?1 he was about to set up, and which, after a period of manifold persecutions,
Conflicts anq trials, was to result in that eternal kingdom and glory of which
. :t Prophets had spoken. One of the characteristics of' the C.‘hurch in i.ts presefnt
Visiﬁi of which He frequently spake, is, that it is a visible kmgfiom with an in-
¢ Head. “I,” your king, “go away.”’ “Yet a little while and ye shall

10t seq me, because I go to my Father.”

The Church of Christ is a kingdom. True, it is divided—sadly divided into
sects and parties, yet all owning a common allegiance to the King and His
a:“'s' Like the Provinces of an Empire, with all their provincial distinctions

Peculiarities, yet all uniting in their loyalty and allegiance to the throne.
9t what is there to bind this spiritual kingdom into one! There is no visible

"Tone, or crown, or sceptre. On the contrary, wherever the Church has main-

'ned g purity, any visible or earthly head, has been indignantly disowned.

® Church’s entire spiritual independence of earthly power and control, is &
Tuth for which, in these last days, we have been called especially to contend.
ans:t i&i thfa!:e then to bind the church into one? .Wh‘ere is our Kinfg ?h We
i u:l‘, invisible; for the heavens have received Him till the times o the re-

tion of all things. The calling of the Church is to walk by faith and not

uy S‘.ght, She looks at “ things not seen,” and with the eye of faith, she sees a
neft upon His throne.” Faith rejoices through clouds and darkness to see

¢ K_‘"g in His glory. Jesus hath entered within the veil and hath sat down

8 Father's throne. But we know, too, that he intercedes and reigns, exer-
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cising at once his priestly and kingly offices for the Church which is his body,
Not only does He bend on earth a brother’s eye, being touched by the fqehng
of our infirmities, but He is divinely present in the Church and in each beliover—
indwolling, pervading, quickening and governing the body collectivoly, and its
members individually. This presents insurmountable difficulties to the rcnson,
and eveu to the imaginatios, of unconverted men, but it i gloriously true to
the faith, tho experience, and the consciousness of the beliover. Tho loya\ty of E
tho Church to her king is a close, cleaving affection to a living and loving S
viour, in “ whom, though now we sec Him not, and yet believing, wo rejoice) g
His bodily presence is withdrawn, but Ho is still to the Church the fountain of B
life, and law, and of ‘all spiritual blessings.
Christ, though invisible, is present with the Church “ always, unto the endof §§
the world” Not only is the Church collectively the fullness of Him that fileth B
all in all, but of individual belicvers it is said, that “Christ dwells in their
henrts by faith,"—that e “liveth in them.” The Spirit of Christ convoysand B8
ropresonts the presenco of Christ. The return of Jesus to the Father was tho ne- B
cessary condition of the descent of the Spirit as the Paraclete. It is the work J
of the Spirit to attest the lovg and power of our invisible Saviour. From th §%
day of Pentecost to this'day, the Holy Spirit is the living and abiding Teacher |8
of the Church. TUnder His divine teaching and guidance, from evory dispen-
sation of Providence, from every page of the Word of God, and from every
ordinance of the Lord’s House, there are such outbursts of life and- love as fill
the hearts of believers with deeper, holier evidences of Christ’s power and
presence than it is easy for wurds to express, In the government of the Church,
wo have not only the Law of the House, but we have an abiding and lwmg
Tencher. These two truths are gloriously blended—the sovereignty of Christ
a8 the source of all spiritual life angigovernment, and the necessary and- omni-
potent agency of the Holy Spirit bringing the soul into union and membership
with Christ, applying and communicating the saving benefits of Chrisf’s work,
leading the children of God into a spiritual perception of the Lord’s glory—
into fellowship with Him in life and love, aud into sympathy with Him in the
greatend of His mission, .

To this subject we purpose returning again, as our limits will not allow:ol
further illustration now. But meanwhile and in the very near prospect of the
assembling of the Supreme Court of our Church, we would impress apon minis
ters and peoplé the duty of united prayer to God for the presence and thé poter
of the Spirit, according to the promise, in the Sessions of cur Synod,—that the
minds of its members may be filled.with the idea of the glory of God as the eid
of all they do—that their hearts may be kept pure by the love of Christ dwelliig
in them—that with humbleness and meeknoss they may seek to know and fodd
the will' of God,—that they, being associated with Christ in ineffable union,.snd
identified with Him in all things, may be mercifully assistel and- directed;=
that the Great Head of the Church may guide, govern and prospet- all-oif
efforts to maintain the purity of the Church, and to extend the kuowledge of
the Gospel of ‘the ngdom of God. :
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DEACONS OOURTS. * 7, & /g;,,,,,',,qé, ‘

Wo are no lnovers of this name.  Wo would prefer that the only Congregational
Court should continue as of old to be the Session, and that the Deacons should
bo u. .uded uoder this designation. But the namo has become curront, and an
organization has been gencrally adopted under it in tho ravived Prosbyterianism
of tho Froe Church, and thero is now no help for us but to accept of it as upon
the wholo the most convenient and tho best.  Thero is, wo allow, some difficulty
in settling this part of our subject. Wo have very little direct Seripture to

uide us in regard to it, and must, for tho most part, be satisfied with inferences

tom the particulars which describe the character and work of the Dencon, s

to the kind of organization by which this work is to bo done. Ancient History
gives us very little light on this topic. 'Wo only know on the authority of the
carliest historians, that there wore Deacons in all tha Churches, and that they
 had at first, and even so latoas the time of St. Cyprian, tho mavagement and
distribution of the Churchs property. Whether this was in conjunction with
the other Officers of the congregation, or whether they had separate councils for
tho consideration of tho affairs entrusted to them, wo have no certain knowledge.
Commonly there wero but seven Deacons—the number chosen at Jerusalem—
it nny city or district. Henco it frequently happened that thers was but one
Dencon to each congregation, or sometimes ono only for two or more congrega-
tions. This gave rise to tho order of Sub-Deacons, as the assistants of the
original seven, and to theso seven being designated by the title of Arch-daacon.
This much we know.

From tho fourth century or thereabouts down to the sixteenth, the deacon-
ship was altogether perverted. It becamo an Order and a ministry in the
spiritual sorvice of the Churck, occupying—as it does now in the Ipiscopal
Church—much the same place as the probationer with us,

It is only when we come to Reformation times, that history affords us any
light on the question ; and here we have much that is satisfactory to guide us,
and many coufirmations of the views exEressed in our previous article.

As regards the Lutheran Church, we have no precise informdtion. Tts repre-
sentative in the United States has for its lowest judicatory a Church Council,
cousisting of Pastor, Flders, and Deacons, one of the fanctions of which is
the superintendence of the temporal concerns of the Church, of which,
% far as we can gather, the Deacons appear to bhave the executive ad-
ministration. "

In the early French Church, we find n constitution of things very similar to
this, and from which this, we apprehend, has been torrowed. A good example
of the French Presbyterian system as regards Deacons may be found in the
Constitution of the Dutch Reformed Church of America. In this Church, the
lowest Court is the Consistory, composed ¢f Ministér or Ministers, Elders, and
Deacons—it cotresponds to our Session. The Elders with the Ministers of the
Word, it is, however, noted “ constitute what in the original. Article of Church
“Government (Canons, Synod of Dort, 1618,) is properly called the Consistory.
“But as the Deacons in America have always, where the congregations were at
“first very small, been joined with the Elders ; and wherever ¢hatters have been
“obtained, are parti¢ularly named as forming with them one Consistory” On
this account, it was thonght necessary, to define their joint and respective pow-
ers, just as is proposed to be done in the Qverture now before our Synod. In
this definition by thie Dutch Church it is said, “That from the form of their Or-
“dination, it is evident, that to the Elders together with the Ministers of the
“Word is committed thie spiritual govérnment of the Chiirch; while' t6 the
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% Deacons belong the obtaining charitable assistance, and the distribution of the
“game for the poor. When joined together in one board, the Elders and Dea-
“ cons have all an equal voico in. whatever relates to the temporalities of the
“ Church, &c.; but in admitting members to the Church, in exercising discipline,
“or in choosing delegates to the Classes, or Presbytery, the Elders with the
% Minister haveo alone a voice.” This is substantially what is proposed as the
constitution of Dencons Cougts in our Church,

When we look to Scotlazd from whenee our Colonial Church has sprung, we
find cqually decided testimony to the carly introduction into the Reformed
Churches of the Deaconate. Some are dispused to think that Deacons and
Deacon's Courts are Free Church inventions, and were never heard of untill the
disruption in 1843. This is a most mistaken notion, Fiom the first formation
of the Church in Scotland, this subject engaged the carnest attention of the
Asscinblies.  Our Fathers were above all things desirous to conform the Church
constitution to the word of Gud, They would admit of nothing into the Church
that was not plamnly required by the Scriptures, It was therefore to be expected
that an office so fully and clearly sct down in the Word as that of the Deacon's,
would not be overlooked by them. According'y, in the “First Book of Discif.
line” of date 1560, under the sizth: head, wﬁich pertaing to the “Rents and
Patrimonie of the Chureh,” we find it said, “We require the Deacons and
“Treasureis rather to receive the rents than the ministers themselves ; because
“that of the tiends mu:t not pnly the iminister be sustained but a'so the poor
“and the Schools.  And, therefore, we think it expedient that common Treasur-
“ers, viz ¢ the Deacons, be appointed from year to year to receive the whole
“rents appertaining to_the Kirk. The receivers and collectors of these rents
“and dutes must%c Deacons, or Treasurers, appointed from year to yearin
« gvery Kirk, the Deacons must distribute no part of that which is collecteti but
by command of the Ministers and Elders; and they may command nothing to
“ he delivered but as the Xirk hath before determined, to wit, the Deacons shall
*of the first part pay the swns cither quarterly or from half year to half year,to
“ the ministers w]nicﬂ the Kirk hath appointed, recciving always an acquittance
“ for their discharge.” In case of any controsersy as to the payment of monits
arising among the clders and Deacons, then the cungregation was 0 be consult
ed ang their judgment followed.  The Deacons were also required to “ make
“gccounts to the ministers and clders of that which they receive” This lucid
statement of the dutics ot Deacons concludes thus; “If this order be perfectly
“ kept, corruption cannot suddenly enter, For the free and yearly election of
“the Deacons and elders shall suffer none to usurp a perpetual domniion over
“thedSirk.” In the eighth head touching the “ Electivn and office of Elders and
“ Deacons,” it is further said, “The office of Deacons, as befure is said, is to re-
“ceive the rents, and gather the alms of the Kirk, to keep and distribute-the
“same, as by the ministeis and Kiik shall be appuinted ; they may also assist in
“judgment with the Minister and Elders.”

These articles inform us what our Reformers wizhed the Church coustizution
to be as regards the office of Deacons, and we know of no better practical com-
mentary upon Acts v, that these sage sentences are. In all the writings of
these learned and God-fearing Fathers and Martyrs we find no countenance
whatever given to the idea that the Ministers and Elders of the Church have
nothing to do with the alms and property of the Church. In their eyes the
whole policy of the Church consisted in three things, viz: “doctrine, disciptine
and distribution,” and according to th: patts of this division there appeared te
them to be a * threefold surt of office bearers, to wit, of ministers or preachery
“ elders or governors and Deacons or distributors,—the Deaconskiip to have the
« care of the ecclesiastical goods.” Such, too, was the strength of their-convic
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tion on this question that they state in their own doric way. “ Thir offices ar
“ordinar and aurht to continue perpetually in the Kirk, as necessar for the
“Government_and policie of the same, and no more offices ancht to bo re-
“ecivit or sufferit in the trew Kirk of God, establishit according to his word.”

The “ Second Book of Discipline” is cven more eplicit on the subject. This
was commonly called the “ Book of the Policic,” and may be regarded ag the
conatitution of the Presbyterie~ “hurch. Its preparation occupied the several
julicatories and commissions of the Church for ten years, Every part of it was
umrnu%hly weighed and considered by men whose learning is indisputable and
whose faithfalness in the interpretation of Scripture is without parallel in tho
Church. Tho eighth chapter of this Book treats “of the Deacons and their
“office, the last ordinar function in the Kirkis,"and which together with the ninth
concerning the “ Patrimonic of the Kirk and the distribution thercof,” is a full
and admirable statement of the principles of the Word on the question, and with
which the principles contuined in the Overture now before our Church, on the
constitution of Deacons Courts are identical, Not to quote all that these chap-
ters comain, we shall give only a few of the more prominent sentences.  After
stating that the word Diaronos is now taken “only for them unto whom tho
“colleetion and distribution of the alnes of the faithful and ccclesinsticall gudes
“daes belang ;" it goes on to say that, “The office of the Dencons, sa taken, is
“an ordinar and perpetuall ecclesiasticall function in the Kirk of Christ. The
“Deacon aucht to be ¢allit and clectit as the rest of the spirituall officers.
“Their office andl poweris to reccive and distribute the kaill ceclesiasticall gudes.
“This they aucht to do according to the judgement and appoyntment of the
“Presbyteries or clderships.” Again it says, “The gudes ccclesiasticall aucht
“only to be collectit and distributit by the Deacuns as the word of God ap-
“poynta”  Sueh is declared to have been the Deacons work in the © Apostoli-
call Kirk,” the colle~tions of which, it is further said, “war not onlie. of that
“quhilk was collectit in manner of almes, as sume suppose; but of other gudes,
“moveable and immoveable, of lands and posscssions, the price quhairof was
“brocht to the feit of the Apostles.” The next sentence s specinlly worthy of
note. “This office continuit in the Deacons hands quha intromettit with the
“haill gudes of the Kirk, ay and whil (untill) the state thercof was corruptit
“be Antichrist, as the ancient canons beir witness.”

This arrangement of the policie of the Church does not appear to have been
carried out to the full even at the time (1581) when the “Sccond Book of Des-
cipline” was finally in all its parts adopted by the Assembly and registered in its
records, 8o we find that in Chapter X1I, there were set down *Certain speciall

* “Heids of Reformation®’ which the Assembly crave tho aid of the Prince and par-

liament to.effect. Amongst these the fifteenth pertains to the office of the Dea-
con and s as follows :—“We desire, thairfor Ecclesiasticall guids to be uplifted
“and distributed faithfully to whom they apertain, and that be the ministerie of
“the Deacones to the gnilk officeproperlie the collection and distribution thairof
“belanges.”” Tn the sixteenth “Heid” it is further stated. _ “Giff these Deacones
“be elected with sic qualaties as God’s Word craves to be in“tham, ther is na feir
“that they <a'l abbuse thamselves in thair office, as the profean Collectors did of
“befor ; yit because that this vocation appeires to manie to be dangerous, let tham
“be oblist, as they war of auld, to a yeirlie Compt to the Pastors and Eldarschipe.”
Such then are the functions assigned to the Deacons by the “Second Book of Dis-
“cipline” on the authority of God’s Word. That these views were aniversally held
by our Fathers there is abundant testimony both in the “Acts” of Assemblies,
and in the theolngical writings of the age. ~ A curious evidence of this we find
in certain + Artieles quilk the Bischope of St. Androis gaiff out in England to the
Frenche Kirke at Londone, sent to Genev, Tygurie, &c.,” In these articles he des-
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cribes the established Policie of the Church under its various heads and his own
censuro of the samo ; thinking thereby as Melvillesays “ to make us and our Diecip.
line odius to the Breithring of the French Kirke amg to the Quein and Kirko of En.
ilnud." In the thirteenth article the * Bischope™ describes the functions of the

cacon in the preshyterinn Church thus—*Ther Lelanges to the Patrimonio of
“the Kirke all sic temporal and spiritual lands, teinds, rents, as has bein at anio
* tymo foundit or dotted (bequeathed) thairunto ; and itissncrilngeto the Prince
* or anie inferior persone to middle thairwith except the Deacones onlio Lo thd use
* forsaid.”” Upon this he prononncesccusure ns fullows : “Bencfices and Patronages
“hes bein zealuslio and godlie apointed be our antecessours ; and Christian Tastons
*may with saiff conscience injoy the saming. And the Deacones to bo apainted
“ower tho Kirke-rents is an propusterous imitation of the Drimitive Kirke, without
“anie kynd of reasone.”

Much more might be said on the historical aspect of this question, but enough
has wo deen been written to convince any reasonable mind, that the office and
function of the Deacon is not an invention of modern times in the presby-
terian Church.

From a survey of the constitutional Charters of our time-honored Church,
which must be regarded even in these days as displaying singular political
Sn%acity and Biblical learning, we are warranted in saying, that opr Fathers
did not consider the work of reformatiop as complete untill and unless to the
Dencons the whole ceclesiastich goods were entrusted for administration, in con
cert with the rulers or Elders of the Church.

The principles of the Books of Disciplino are those which the Free Chureh,
in perfecting the work of reformation begun in 1560, has embodied in the sts-
tute which defines and prescribes the office and functions of the Deacons and
their relation to the eldership. With such alterations as the circnmstances of our
Church seem to demand, it is proposed to recommend on the authority of the
Church that a similiar Constitution of Deacons Courts be adopted in this Country.
The Synod hus frequently recommended congregations to elect Deacons, but it
has not yet given any instruction as to their functions and the manner in which
theso are to be discharged. Several congregations agreably to this, to the con-
scientious presbyterian, authoritative counsel have elected Deacons; but no soon-
er has this been done than the difficulty of assigning to them their place in the
Church hes been felt. ence great diversities of administration are to be found
and some: practices anumaluus, and repugnant to the Presbyterian constitution,
To prevent confusion and to remedy such defects, it is felt by many to be a duty
from which the Synod, and the Church cannot in faithfulness shrink, to make
some declaration on the question—to preseribo some form in which the Deacons
whose appomtinent they have recommended, may without dispute dischargs
their Scriptural work. .

If the Synod, and the Church through its Presbyteries will do this, it is ob-
vious that it must be done in conformity with the statements and principles ofths
Word., A matter vital to the constitution of the church and intimately affecting
its peace and good-order cannot without detriment be left in doubt. A declara
tion of the Church regarding it is we apprebend imperative. If it be thought
that the Overture now under discussion is not in accordance with the teaching of
Scripture and the presby terian Constitution, then let it be so altered and amended
as that it shall be brought into such conformity. By all means let us perfect our
Church organizatios. Let thero be no breach in the walls of our Zion, by which
the enemy may enter in and destroy our purity and peace.

The Overture referred to is designeld to define the relations of the Elders to
the Deacons, the specific duties of each, and the work which they have in com
mon to do. -
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Tt accordingly be&ﬁns by stating tho duties of Elders—that they shall have
the governmont and the discipling of the Church entrusted to them, anit shall
generally watch over its spiritunl interests, 1t next states the duties which aro
common to Elders and Deacons, the most important of which i, that they shall
deliberato and voto together in the Deacon’s Court, This is, wo approhend,
necessary, in order to render the governuient of tho Church homogencousin all
jta parts. To constitute two independent Courts in one congregati m would bo
an anomalons proceeding, and would at once violate that sacred principle of
Presbyterianism, namely, the subordination of Judicatories. By the plan pro-
posed this anomaly is avoided. The Session, with tho Deacons, meet for the
eonsideration of the sccular affairs of the Church—the judgment of the wholo
office-henrers is then obtained on the collection and distribuvion of the ecclesins-
tical goods, while the Deacons alone undertake tho entire administration thereof. |
Avy other s{stem than this will, we appichend, lead to inovitable confusion, or
. it will greatly paralyse tho Church's nctivity. The spiritual and the material
things of a Church are so interiaced with cach other that, practically, it is
impossible to scparate them with any clearness. They may be defined in s
general way, The one may be said to pertain to the Christian Life and the
olher to properly and moncy. Thero is, however, an intimate and inscparable
connertion between these two things in the Church, Tho Gloods are the pro-
duet of the Life, and ought to be administered so as to promote and enhanco
the Life. Tt is, therefory, cvident that the office of the administrator of the
Goods links itself on to that of the watchers over the Life. iither then,
according to Presbyterial rule, the inforior members of the body politic must be
subordinate to the superior, that is, tho Deacons to the Elders, or both must be
united into one Council, in which the spiritual and the sccular administrations
shall delibcrate and determine, while the Deacons shall over and above under-
take the executive, according to the judgment of the common assembly. The
_ wisdom of this plan will be seen in the case of those Churches in which there
are no Deacons, but which intrust the sccular affairs to a Committee 5 in such
the Elders, so far as the poor are concerned, must do the work which the
Word assigns to the Deacons. And further to remedy the defects of such a
system one of two things is constantly necessary : either, first, that Elders be
appointed on the Committee ; or, second, that the Committee do either formally
*or privately consult with the Eldership as to the discharge of their funetions.
Who does not know that in cases of seat-letting, in matters of contributions and
arrearages, and in matters of a secular kind involving church discipline, that
questions of diffieulty do constantly aris: in the administration of the ccclesias-
tieal gonds—questions, the determination of which does not belong to any
Committee. Besides, the appointment of Deacuns by the eleetion of the Church
and their solemn ordination, to office, ensures thai the men most fit and most
geceptable in the Church will be entrusted with the management of its property,
and wiil alo give the Deacon a status in the conscience of the commuuity,
ensuring for him a respect and defercnes in the discharge of his work which is
never pranted to any members of a Committec. o
If it bo objected that the appoiutment of Deacons for life is attended with
many inconveniences, we say that this is not necessary to the office. Many
Clmrehes appoint their Elders and Deacons only for a term of yems, At first,
in the Chureh of Scotland, both Elders and Deacons were appointed annually.
There is nothing that we cau see contrary to any principle, or to good order, in
the election of Deacons for a term of years, if a congregation so pleases. We
do not-apprehend any. practical difficulty in granting sueh permission to congre-
gations. Theoretical objections, it is true, may be started by rigid adherents to
ussand wont; but if such an arrangement would remove a difficulty in the
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minds of many of our intelligent people, and if it would render somowhat more
gopulnr this important oftice, we see no reason why it should not bo sanctioned
y the Church,

To those who make an outcry against tho proposed constitution for Deacon's
Courts, on the ground that it gives considcrzx)lo influence to the Minister and
Eldership in the aceular affatrs of the Church, wao have liitle to say. W
believe that their judgment in regard to ecclesinstical matters i grievously
perverted by politienl theories. Thuse, too, who speak of the Scriptural Ministry
of the Irco Presbyterian Church us if it was a pricstly easte, merit tho soverest
rebuke, and show themselves incapabic of discriminating the differenco between
the kingdom of darkness and the E;ingdum of light. ‘Those, ngain, who imaging
that such u constitution for the Deacon's Court infringes upon the libertics of
the Christian peoplo, we would like to nsk them, what libertics ¢ Is the liberly
of freo clection of church officers invaded #  Is the liberty of giving as much or
a8 littlo as a man thinks proper, for the cause of Christ, or is tho liberty of
approprinting his money for what Christinn objects he chooses, in the slightest
degree invaded? What liberty or right is interfered with? Nono that we
know of. Unless it be the liberty of the world to corrupt the Church—to spot
the garments of the Bride. Parties who make such an outcry as this have ye
to learn what be the first elements of the Church of God. They have not con
sidered the matter in the light of God's Word, nor regarded tho teachings of
experience in the History of the Church,  'What we Uesiro is, that tho Church
be organized nccording to tho principles of the Scriptures—that now, in ity
youth, it may be formed a perfect Church in all its members, so that it may not
wlt or limp in its earthly pilgrimage, but be sirong to do battle against every
foe, and to win conquests for the Prince of Peace.

S, Loy

THE OFFICE OF EVANGELIST IN ITS BEARING ON THE CANADIAN
CHURCIHES.

Tue Teachers of the Church have been classified under the two designations
of ordinary and extraordinary. Among the latter the office of Evangelist ha
been generally (]mlnccd. Thus Mosheim says, “ To these (Apostles) the Evangelists
“are to bo added,—by which title those were distinguished whom the Apostls
“sent to instruct the nations, or who, of their own accord, abandoned every
“worldly attachment and consecrated themselves to the sacred office of pro-
“ pagating the gospel.” If by extraordinary, as thus used, we are to understand
that evangelists are not now necessary, we cannot aceept the term, but if it only
mean that in the ordinary or normal state of thg Church, the office does not
obtain, we would not quarrel about it, although the office of & minister is always
to'some exient evangelistic.

The All-wise Iead of the Church hae appointed different officers, and has
bestowed different gifts or charisms according to the different circumstances of
the Church at different times. Those officers or gifts which are necessary in
extraordinary circumstances, may not be needed in the ordinary state of the
Church ; while on the other band, there are circumstances in which the full or
gamsation of the Church in her ordinary character may not be practicable
Not to refer to the Old Testamentfinfancy of the Church, we sce in the histers
of the Christian Church this diversity of gifts. When a new dispensation wa
to be ushered in, which was to displace the Mosaic ritual and to overthrow poly-
theism, some convincing proof was required by which to silence the Jew whenht
demanded a sign, and the Greek when ho called for wisdom. This proof wat
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lgnl(‘:fn by signs and wonders wrought by Jesus and his immediate disciples, and
enf partlc\ﬂarlyby the miracle of the resurrection. To_this was added the
) ecostal descent of the Holy Spirit and the many various gifts which suc-
N ed it. These were sufficient to prowe that Christianity is of God, and to
TTant the rational acceptance of it as truth, both by Jew and Greek.
ese were extraordinary times and circumstances, so God gave extraordinary
ce Cers al}(‘l gifts, but when Christianity was established, these officers and gifts
Wi:ied' The tender plant which had been hedged in by miracles, and watered
at the blood of Apostles, soon grew so strong and struck its roots so deep
P it needed no more extraordinary dispensations to ensure its full develope-
Y, but could bid defiance alike to the chilling blasts and to the withering heats
Ostile and persecuting powers.
The Dquestionably, Evangelists were then employed in the work of the Church.
otﬁci Tay or may not have had gifts of miracles, that was not essential to their
- The office of Evangelists was to preach Christ where he was not named ;
8tablish the Church where no Church existed. Their work lay among those
am(c). now not Christianity, not among believers; among the ignorant, not
hg the savingly enlightened.
évow we have. no doubt that if Apostles were again necessary for the Church,
Ch{lrw[:)uld again be given. 1f in God’s providence the circu.nstances of the
ch were such as to need miraculous interposition, the same All-wise Head
are as always wrought miracles when required would do so again. But they
he JCtnecessary. When the missionary goes forth now to establish Christianity,
at ngs no need of any but moral miracles,—but Chris}ianjty and all its
0ral;:m blessings. The completed Word of Revelation, in its majesty and
igio ¥s forms. so convincing a manifestation of the excellence of the true
s“%es: and of its superiority to every system of error or of partial truth, that its
heart ; 18 uniform in overthrowing error and elevating mankind even where the
in the $ uninfluenced. Miraculous gifts therefore and Apostles are not needed
" Present circumstances of the Church, and therefore are not given.
thag in“’e cannot say this of Evangelists. We will never go so far as to allow
Strygy, a (Jhnstmn. land, even where full provision is made for the religious in-
on of every individual, there is no need of any Evangelist, other than the
tenq ¢ gospel minister, labouring in 'public and from house to house. We con-
wherevzt‘ In very few places if any, is such a state of things to be found, and
N 1‘] there are persons ignorant of Christianity, the circumstances exist
] Vange?'al for Evangelistic labour. .The Chul"ch of God must send fox:th
°l‘din;5ts to teach these the way of life. In this way the office of Evangelist
or any rfy' and necessary so long as there are any heathen nations to be taught,
w at‘vglons no.t yet blest with the kno“.'ledge of God.
ang Feasols the missionary but an Evangelist¢ He preaches Jesus. He teaches
scon, ns with opposers; he educates and civilizes or plies his healing art, only
The iss{nend Christianity, and to bring the dégraded heathen to appreciate it.
Minjg, “t’(’)lal'y is no pastor. His work is to gather, to organise, to train a native
i fnllg’ . ordain elders, in a word to estabhsl} the Ch.urch, and to bring 1t to
18 done b; eveloped state. Till this is done his office is necessary, when this
Whas 8 office in that place is unnecessary. . .
the st are our city missionaries but Evangelists 7 Their duty is to go into
tic a&ee‘:‘ and lanes of the city, and the degraded resorts of crime and prac-
. o:-e]sm’ little better than heathenism, to teach those who never learned
aes, (;s who had forgotten him. The objects of their concern are the lapsed
tion 1.7 [0t the Church of God gathered in. And when a Christian congrega-
gelist ‘: been formed by their instrumentality and is fully organised, the Evan-
Ust turn from them to those who are still in darkness.
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The duty of the Evangelist is to excavate the stones, to hew them and bring
them to the foundation ; to others he must leave the work of building them upP
and making them polished stones of the spiritual temple. Our answer thet
to any who say the office of Evangelist is extinct, is, to point to the Noble
Army who are assailing the strongholds of Satan, and are unfurling the
blood-stained banner of Immanuel on the frowning battlements of heathenism
to those who are sending light into the gross darkness, and are establishing
here and there the city set on a hill which cannot be hid; to those who wit
unnoticed and unhonoured devotedness, are toiling in the lowest scenes Of -
wetropolitan misery, to pluck some brands from the burning that they may bé
bound up in the bundle of life.

But how does this question affect the Canadian field # A new country filling
up so fast, and with a population so heterogeneous, presents to the eye of the
contemplative Christian a subject of deep concern. When we glance into the
new townships, we find settlers amid all the privations of a new opening, to¢
generally careless about religion. The back-woodsman tho’ possessed of a stout
arm and brave spirit often wants the devout heart. But even when religiously,
inclined, the difficulties are frequently great in obtaining the privilege 'Of
gospel ordinances, and thus in many places it is necessary to teach the inhabit’
ants almost the first elements of the doctrine of Christ. Besides, Churches aré
to be organised, believers gathered in, elders ordained, and the ordinary provi”
sion made for stated gospel ordinances. To do this is the work of the Evangelist

Then turn we to our cities. Growing with unequalled rapidity, the popul#’
tion of cities in new territories will, unless active measures be taken to preven
it, soon present the same scenes as those of older countries,—lapsed masses 0
home heathen. Before another generation has passed away, the social evil an
religious blot under which the old world now groans will afflict us. To prevent
this, earnest efforts should be made, Churches built, provision should be made
for providing every new comer with the gospel, and for instructing his childrem
and to do this is the work of the Evangelist.

Then if we look to the older settlements, there are not a few places wheré
notwithstanding the preaching of various ministers, error prevails, and abové
all, an utter apathy on religious subjects,—where the only religious instructio®,
given is a discourse from some well-meaning person perhaps, who yet has himse
need to be instructed,—where no family instruction, no school instruction, 19
social worship, but practical ungodliness with scarce a form of religion prevails
Can such a state of things continue ! Will not an intelligent, secularly educat
enterprising community, without gospel privileges be sure to pass into infidelity
To meet this evil, a stated ministry labouring in public and in private and caré”
fully instructing the young is needed, and this is the work of an Evangelist.

But yet again. There are districts passing into popery. In some place®
Protestants are moving off, and Rome is rearing unchallenged, her crosseé
her temples and her nunneries, while the children of Protestant parents aré
beginning to regard popery without dislike, if not led by intermarriages 0
bow before her altar. To reclaim Papists is the work of Evangelists.
cannot here enter on so large a subject, as the relation of our Church to ouf
Roman Catholic fellow countrymen.  But emphatically we say, to prevent tho
loss of Protestantism by Popish aggression, to instruct the ignorant, and to car
for those who are neglected and left to the darkness and wiles of that apostat®
Chureh, is the duty of the true Church and is the work of an Evangelist.

We infer therefore that our Canadian field needs Evangelists. Let us no
consider what is being done to overtake that necessity. There are occasio
visits paid by ministers to destitute localities, and this will accomplish mu ed
We do not wish to speak lightly of such visits, or to undervalue the halloW
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;;gl:ence which they often leave behind, yet are we decidedly of opinion that
v comparatively is thereby effected. The loss to the congregation by a pas-
8 trequent, absence is very great; and the want of a proper amount of labour
ev;:’g h}s own people, ocaasioned by ]e?n.gthened and frequent missionary tonrs,
vin uring the week, will materially injure a pastor’s success. Besides, in a
g visit and by an occasional discourse very little can be done to reach those
» a?, Teally most need instruction. We doubtless send missionaries among them,
hag i3, student-catechists and probationers, and with gratitude we own that God
or Wonderfully blessed the labours of such. But we would ask, is not the
Chur (;f looking up neglectors of religion and endeavouring to bring them to the
Casioc 1—of organizing congregations, and dealing with applicants on such oc-
Wor 18, and of selecting suitable office-bearers,—a very difficult and responsible
Does it not require a great measure of prudence and no little expe-
well as zeal and piety? Surely it does. It cannot surely be the most
N way to commit a matter so important to those who have no experi-
e, and sometimes are not themselves thoroughly established.
"Ouﬁjn have various gifts. While some excel as pastors, others unquestionably
art excel as Evangelists, and we have no doubt that if our Church were to set
them a few of her ablest ministers who are qualiﬁeq for such work, and coqﬁne
Rore to Evangelistic labour, in a few years the fruits would be apparent in a
R {:\ll‘l_nly consolidated Church organization, a more intelligent appreciation
A m"}“}aﬂ doctrine and discipline, and generally a more prosperous state ot
ission field. Certainly we act unwisely if, having it in our power, we fail
8ccomplish the great Evangelistic work which is before us.

T‘eﬂce as
J“dlciOu s

THE ELDERSHIP.

a]:: ecclesiastical as well as in other matters, facts and theories are not
therey 8 found in harmony. It is a pleasant theory among Presbyterians that
wil| hal‘e only two classes of office-bearers in t.he_vmb}e Church. ‘Presbyte}'lamsm
spiﬁt‘?ve us believe that as man has a soul which links him with celestial and
em al things, and a body which connects him with the earth and its beggarly
twn D8, that hence arise two classes of wants which nved to be satisfied, and
diw‘:aa‘sses of duties which Christians, in their associated capacity require to
ang rge; and that over the former by divine authority elders are appointed,
Plicg over the latter deacons preside. Such is the theory; and it has the sim-
fnigh{ of truth about it. We coufess, however, that here facts and theory
Heg y} ¢ supposed to dwell in our Church at opposite poles. Doubtless the
o lich practically prevails among Presbyterians is that we have three grades
se,.i()u;e"b&#rers in our Churgh, viz. : ministers, elders and deacons. And we
chan%) suspect that an intelligent visitant from another world, should such
gre to alight on our sinful globe, yvould, after spending a _few r.nonths in our
gty gations and church courts, be in great danger of falling into the same
8 ag w‘." He_Would see what is evident to all attentive observers, that there
deac,, ide a difference between minister and elder as there is between clder and
1. hy is this, if there are only two classes of officers in our church ?
chumfleems somewhat difficult to comprehend what could be the desig,n in the
almogy of such office-bearers as the majority of our modern elders. They do
Wiy, ;‘Oth‘ng- They meet in Session and usually just say Amen to what the
8 Parkigm done in examining applicants for church privileges, &c. They are
ament to register the King's acts. Sometimes they give out tokens, and
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afterwards take them up. And when the Lord’s Supper is dispensed, thef
“ serve tables.” Each Session has a right to send a representative elder to 0.
higher Church Courts, yet the majority of these representatives never take the
seats. And when they are present, they seldom take any part in the busines®
To what shall we attribute this state of things? Some will reply to
carelessness of elders and the low state of piety which prevails among thet
To this we demur. A somewhat extensive acquaintance with the elders of ¢
church prepares us to affirm, that, while no doubt many of them are not W
they should be, yet as a body they are a truly pious and devoted class of me%
such as might be an honour to any church. The truth is, that our elders €0
as near to discharging perfectly the duties which they intended to undel‘ﬁakﬁlo'
and were expected to perform, as any other class of men we know. As a gené
thing, they are humble and modest men, who have no desire to thrust themsel¥
forward to do what few either of the ministers or people expect at their ha?
They perform those duties which the people expected them to discharge w (;
they chose them to the office. If the majority of our elders are ecclesiastic
ciphers, on the church rather than on them rests the blame. o
Before we can expect any great improvement in the manner in which ?oﬂ
elders perform their duties, there must be a radical change in the public opit®
of our church in reference to their work. We must learn, in harmony with pl
New Testament and our own theory, to identify the office of minister with #°
of the elder. o
We are far from denying that there should be both teaching and ruling elde
in the church. We consider that there is a foundation for both in the
of God, (vide 1 Tim.,, v. 17,) and an increasing necessity for both in the St’e
of the world. But neither in Scripture nor in the state of the world ca“,ng
discover any reason for such a wide distinction between the teaching and rulf
elder as at present obtains in our church. i
Both in reference to the manner in which ruling elders are ordained, and
regard to the duties which they are expected to perform, there appears, we “‘b,;
say, to have been a very evident departure from scriptural practice; and b of
seemingly for the very purpose of placing an impassible gulph between th
and the elders “who labour in word and doctrine.” "
L. In the manner in which we ordain ruling elders, there appears a wide, #
may we not add, a very improper departure from apostolic practice. MinE",
are ordained with prayer and the laying on of hands; elders are ordained ::ﬂ”
ply by prayer. Why are hand; not laid on ruling elders, unless it be to | r]'
their office, and to mark them out as an entirely different grade of the minist )
There cannot be a shadow of Scriptural authority adduced for ordaining o
class of elders in one way, and another class in a different way., The on yiﬂﬂ
dinations of which we read in the New Testament were by prayer and the ]31% o
on of hands. Deacons were so ordained, (vide Acts, vi,, 8,) and should ¢
who watch for souls be set apart to their work with less solemnity than
who only ¢ serve tables™ 2 .ot
The mode of ordination in itself is a matter comparatively of li‘tle 1mP‘;ﬂ.
ance. We do not, like Romanists and those nominal Protestants who are. "y
dering after the Beast, imagine that the laying on of hands has any Im‘git i%
fluence, or that it imparts an indelible character to the person ordained. 10
however, a becoming, impressive, and Scriptural form. ~ And when it is U® prat
one class of elders and refused to another, it must tend, all theories to the €OP” g8
notwithstanding, to make them be practically regarded as entirely different 7
of the ministry. Such undoubtedly has been its effect among us. Lo
2. In the extent of the difference which we make between the duti¢s ‘;o,,aﬂ
teaching and the ruling elder, we have been too evidently guided by * 4
thing else than “ the Law and the Testimony.” ;
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It is
_a remarkable fact, n i : .
eaﬁy]s only one text in (t)}txee:vsllx%}erel\gzgclll‘edtwlth our present practice, that
¥ recognizes . e - estament, viz,, 1 Ti .
at‘c Ing ﬂn%nrl'fﬁ?: a]t??ugh in an incidental manner’ the, digzﬂlrty. 1% which
ohp"esem exists b::%wee;:rt% Can we believe that if such a wi(‘ecd]izgnge' o
: ; ! le distincti
B, e g b el b e o
e O duties are . Its nature rom one inciden i
L7 i qualiﬁcations?so¥{7(31ry d]ﬁ.ere“t’ why is there no separate em.tﬁl z?llgslon?
.Ou_lcl think of s \e.'lk' at writer on Presbyterian governmeut or Ch " a}tllon of
ﬁu}’mg their dutige, fanlélgﬂof: ministers and elders under one name an‘lmf Law
0 the New T heir qualifications?  This, however, i r and ol en
Yown i ew Testament. The duties and ! alificatio s exactly what we
Plity e iscriminately into one catalogue W}qg ifications of all eldcrs are
wil elé’;‘l;‘ idlzah“r“NOf doing this? + What writer on our eeclesiastical
n the New Test:
‘hknoWledged by all wh :‘Stdr‘ne.nt Church were by their office teackers. Tt i
2 elder and R ose opinions on this subject are entitled to resment
w(t)he same grade otP :)r:e .te’rms a[%%hed interchangeably in the l\Tewa’ri‘y {espect
rd inisters. ith thi : ) estament
e of God to learn what were t! lis fact in our mind, we turn to the
tge, dearers, and we find Paul e the duties and qualifications of this class of
, Withont excont aul, writing for all ages, declaring that all bi Lone o
10 Titus. who }fptlon,mn'st be “ apt to teach.” (1 Tim., iii g2 aA all bishops or
W g great pl‘g]miz had l«t:ft 1;11 Crete to * ordain elders in.’eve’ry zity ,r:d mfli"sé?ls'
g ence to the teaching functi y We lind him
» le will hs K v g functions of tl hh
o ashe lllltl}‘l“g:eal;dtrnnt}ed HIItO that cffice, must be one “lﬁﬁl(ldif:;lfl}?l.: t}:rhfe’ T}?f? 1{
. O convi aﬁ’g’tstlathema be al . 28 e e faithiu
:n(\ inotutv}:ng elﬂle gainsayer.” (Tit., i): 9.) ‘ )"l?hti)g iss()::lildofuuig both to exhort
‘::‘}rsy Wit[;l 0;;}‘2;:'&1'(113; are{) applicable to only one cla!s f)?cell](?egrs! yeIt there
Wstryy s ts, Presbyterians are w int t TS, oo con
?:t o "l¥cted (o ordain’clders or bishops i ont'tc? point to the fact that Titus
w o that diocesan epi ps in every city as a convinci
,‘“to the early chl‘]mﬁ}?ﬁc?pacy was then unknown, but also that ‘i’;ng PN;of
thy 2 Of elders. In thi at every congregation should b : was the
" In this they do wel gat e governed by a pl
thg 2me duti they do well, but if when they fi y a plu-
t uties and qualificati h 1ey find, as we hav
o} 10 very wi qualifications required of all these el o seen,
y y wide. distinction of duti i ese elders, they would ar
of , Stter, T, . n of duties did obtain al argue
the o us it appears very evi mongst them, they would
% elderahin - pears very evident from th % oo ooy, Wou
f‘t‘ble ﬁTshlp, that all its members were teachc;:'slmnmal in which Paui treats
uy ing wPh which now separates * the elders whgx'olﬁcw’ and that the in-
Ywep at ha(sn(()lu?ng (floptrm]ed had not then been diﬂcoxl':rjdwc“ from those who
odern eld i . :
v Usually nothin elder to do with feacking? Truth compels
g etimeg thev g more than any other member of thxp us to A
%:; ouse o) are teacdhers in the Sabbath School. A few of"thcongreganon.
S Jouse, and hold praver-meetinos in thei ¢ em catechi
ngt Uy t d prayer-meetings in ¥ istri se
“each_ e)’Amay reprove an erring brother, ~T152e2 allott,?fl districts. Occa-
Uy ieh. " And no work i expected at. the ast_majority of them do
lden, €Y sh p their hand .
ey 7 Should be “apt to teach.” Tt w e s for which it is necessary
. Were N . . as not so :
‘pl’tpmig Nteq ¢ ;“?i}e);c;.:d ﬂ(;ld (l)rdamed to do essentially tlllz sg}:ei‘::)]])k('hlr}rf h. All
ude § ch and rule, and consequ " ork. They were
Psit Wae (;Ir both parts of the work. quently they were required to have an
% “liar]; fOWeVer, (deemed expedient that some who had gi
g (C)’l‘ public speaking should give then‘Zse(l)v ad gifts which fited them
- Y A ; 28 hie ‘ .
the, 2 theiy f'(l;tt::?'e’ but there is no reason to imaoine'v:hl;}t) ctllmﬁy t: “labour in
tions as fea = ie rest ever abdi-
;:Iil‘inue&) Were wont to ]ag};iﬁ'&in ?ﬁ ga:ie the _precedence in teac}‘i“zbdtlo
hg,;ed, eto teach from house to house azg indm:tli:l[}e’” but doubtless they still
vay coyng,aVe evidence that they were “apt tpl; o fly]so’ when occasion re-
Vince the gainsayers.” pt to teach,” and “able both to ex-
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And why should not our elders be found acting the part of teachers? will
any one who knows the state of our congregations and of the general commt
nity affirm, that there is not need for a much larger staff of men who are * apt
to teach” than we can have in the field were even all our congregations sup”
plied with pastors! Will any one who knows whereof he affirms, say that 3
minister is capable of properly preparing two sermons a week, and attending ¥
all the numerons incidental calls which are made upon his time and talents fof
the service of the church aod of the community in which he lives, and after
that find time to visit the sick, and catechise a large congregation from hous?
to house? Why should not our elders regularly visit and catechise an allotte
district of the congregation? Why should they not always be found taking the
Jead in Sabbath Schools? And when the minister is absent from his flock, 18
bouring, it may be,in some destitute locality, why should not the other elder®
take the pulpit, and show that they are “apt to teach.” *We know of no reaso?
either from Scripture or common sense why the church should not have the
fall benefit of all the sanctified talent which she possesses. And certainly w8
are strangers to any reason why her congregations should be scattered abro
on the Lord’s day when there is a whole bench of elders idle, all of whom
should be able to exhort and convince the gainsayers by sound doctrine.

It is sometimes xaid that our people would rather not have such preaching~~
that they would rather stay at home than come and hear it. To this we replfs
we would like to see the experiment made before we can admit the force d
this objection. We cannot bring ourselves to believe that our people gener: Iy
would prefer going to other churches, where not unfrequently, at least in mady
localities, they patiently endure the harangues of men who have not a tith®
either of the learning or Scripture knowledge possessed by the generality of ot
pious elders,

No doubt the great difficulty to be encountered at the outset would be to pe”
suade our elders to make trial of their gifts. But if the thing is right it can b
done, and it should be attempted. No custom, however long continued, shoul
témpt us to muzzle the mouth of an elder who is “ apt to teach.” .

A low state of religion has, among Presbyterians, always been accompamed
by low views of the work of the ruling elder, And a revival of religion hsé
always been followed by higher views of this Scriptural office. We have
ready made some progress towards a correct estimate of the importance of th
ruling eldership ; and in not a few of our congregations there are men W 0
make an approximation to the primitive ideal of an elder who rules well. Mu¢
more however remains to be done. Nothing, except an outpouring of G
Spirit, is more essential to the prosperity of our church than a thoroughly eff
cient eldership fashioned after the New Testament model. If our church
therefore ever to “look forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the su™
and terrible as an army with banners,” she must raise the status of her ruli®
‘elders to a very different point from any they have yet generally reach
The church must no longer delegate her teaching functions in each congl‘eg’;
tion to one person, but commit them, as of old, to a body of faithful men 8P
to teach,” and able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gai*”
sayers. : :
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" INFANT BAPTISM.
No. IL

Our object in the present paper is to present the reader with some further ar-
gl‘:mems in support of Pedobaptist practice, and in doing so we shall start with
a ¢ quotation of a text of Scripture, which to our mind admits of no other than
K edobaptist explanation. We refer the reader to 1 Cor. vii, 14, “ For the unbe-

“Ving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified
Y the husband ; else were your children unclean, but now are they holy.”
ouvmdmg whatever has not a direct bearing on the question at issue, we confine

Telves to the enquiry, What does the Apostle mean by the words unclean
m oly? We suppose our Baptist brethren would answer that these words here
thean respectively illegitimate and legitimate, and give us the Apostle’s decision of
the qQuestion, “Shall the believing party depart from the unbelieving —Does

© christianity of the one party annul the marriage contract {” Now in reply
(akals we observe, First, the words which are here translated unclean and holy,

t}mf‘{a and hagia) never mean and cannot be made to mean illegitimate
in legitimate. In the almost innumerable instances in which the words occur
thy New Testament and the Septuagint, no instance can be found in which
in Y bear any meaning like this. To attach an arbitrary and unsanctioned mean-
iﬁgthto & word, is subversive of every right principle of Biblical interpretation. It
to Me very principle upon which the Universalist proceeds, when we point him

vatt. xxv, 46, “ Yes, hesays,” “ 1 admit that life eternal does mean a never
In d"‘g happiness, but everlasting punishment must mean temporary suffering.”
Pedoid We seriously think that the Universalist has the advantage of the Anti-
ed |, titlst, because while the word everlasting is sometimes qualified, in limit-
“le ¥ the connection, the word here rendered Aoly never occurs in the sense of

Bltimate ,
is “sgi" f“nhqr, apart from the etymology of the word and the sense in which it
digtioy’ the idea thus attached to the Apostle’s words would be a plain contra-
P&ren;l of matters of fact. If the meaning of the Apostle were, * because the
image Isa Christian, therefore the marriage is lawful and the children are legi-
> 1t would demand the inference that if both parents were heathen, the
tian] age would be illegal and the issue illegitimate, Now we know that Chris-
whoez Yecognizes the validity and obligation of marriage as a civil contract,

Bute? are the parties, or however solemnized.

Civj) 7w Might here be objected, “True the marriage was legal according to
Nght, "y W, but these early Christians might question its lawfulness in God's
W6 1o l-%’mg‘ he forbids the union of a believer with an unbeliever.” To this
"hiclf) 7 ; that the objection does not meet the case supposed in this passage,
hag i 18 that of parties married while both were heathens, but one of whom

But “?;lﬂy become a Christian. )

in g ven if' the case were otherwise—if a believer had married an unbe}xever
Senge c‘(’)“l’llevy could it be doubted that the offspring were legitimate, and in no
Ralizeg thd 1t be said that it was the Christianity of the one party which so le-

© marriage as to make the children legitimate.
the hollim €r we take it for granted that none of our readers will suppose that
thy o, 11688 8poken of in this text is an experimental holiness, we are therefore
Viryq gftohthe conclusion that the Apostle’s meaning is that the children in
icall the faxth_ of the onme parent are to be considered federally or ecclesi-
Whig] 3; oly. Did our space permit, we might cite many texts of Scripture in
Wplieq © word holy occurs in this sense, and in which the word unclean is
¢ to those who are out of the visible church, When therefore the Apos- -
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tle says “The believing husband is sanctified, &c.,” his meaning evidently i8
this—If both parents were heathen, their children would be unclean, that i8
ecclesiastically unclean, or without the pale of the Church visible. But the
the one parent being a Christian, the unbelief of the other parent does not ex-
clude the child from the covenant blessings of the Church. In virtue of the
faith of the one parent the children are to be regarded as holy, and conse
quently are entitled to a place in the visible church. We learn from this passage
—1. That the child of the believer has an advantage over the child of the unbe-
liever, not in anything inward or experimental, but in the relation in which it
stands to the church, the house of God, into which it is to be received, and t¢
the instructions, oversight, discipline and prayers of which it is solemnly com-
mitted by command of God. ‘

2. That this advantage and privilege is confined to the children of professed
believers as taught in the standards of the Church. We can find no
warrant whatever in the Word of God for recognizing the reception into the
Church by baptism of those who are not the children of professed believer®
The practice of extending baptism indiscriminately to all who apply, has arise®
from unscriptural and superstitious views of that holy ordinance.

3. If the infant seed, the children of professing Christians, are entitled to 8
place in the visible Church, they certainly are entitled to that ordinance whic
is the initiatory rite of the Church, and the door of entrance into it, consider
as a visible community. :

Having established the point that the children of professed believers are fede”
rally holy, and therefore entitled to a place in that confederation of saint®
called the Church, and to the ordinance of baptism which constitutes the e
trance into the visible Church, we purpose briefly to review some of the objec
tions urged against the position of infant baptism. A baptist brother might
say to us, “your reasoning may appear plausible—if I admit your premise®
that holy and unclean in this text signify what you say they do, I must ¢
knowledge that your conclusion is a legitimate inference from these; but whe:
ther I can or cannot assail your position—whether I can or cannot give you the
true meaning of the text, this I know, that while you can lay your finger upo?
no positive precept in the Bible sanctioning infant baptism, I can give you bot
precept and example for our practice.” Here we have the strong hold of ouf

. Baptist brethren, and if this objection can be established, that is, if the Baptist

can give us both scriptural precept and Apostolic example for his practic®
namely, his refusal of baptism to infants, we, too, whatever we make of this texh
must at once surrender. 'We meet this objection then by observing

1. That no positive precept is required to sanction the practice of the Pedo,
baptist Churches. We have shown in the former paper that from the days of
Abraham, infants obtained a place in the visible Church by the express co®”
mand of God. Under the former dispensation they received the rite of circu®’
cision,—the seal not of temporal blessings and privileges merely, but of spif®
tual, for it was “a seal of the righteousness of the faith”—a seal of that co¥®
nant through which the all-sufficiency of the infinite God was made over to .
people. Temporal blessings were added then just as they are now, to the spi™
tual life. Every circumcised child was by this very ordinance recognized 88~
member of the spiritual commonwealth, as now every baptized child is recog.
nized by us as within the membership of the New Testament Church, and 7
entitled, if faithful fo the new covenant, to all the privileges of that Chure®
To say that all the rites and ceremonics of the Mosaic economy have been ﬂ;";g:
lished does not in any degree affect the position of the infant children of bel f
ers, for which we plead. The abolition of circumeision which was a Mos?
rite does net prove the abolition of infant membership which was not a Mossi®
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Nte. Unfil the Baptist can point us to a positive repeal of infant membership,
:ntll he can quote the words of our Lord or his inspired Apostles curtailing
%ztp'i:l'ileges of Christian parents, we must hold to the faith for which we now
end.
th (2.) But while we insist on positive precept defore we can exzclude infants from
¢ Church, we are also prepared tfgprove what may startle many of our good
Tends, who are accustomed to hear X great deal of bad declamation about “ plain
“ommands,” « example of beliavers’ baptism, &c.” that there is neither command
7or example in the Bible which gives the slightest countenance for believers’
Plism exclusive of infants as contended for by Anti-pedobaptist. A Baptist
Pens his Bible and reads us those texts in which it is said * Repent or belicve
nd be baptized,” or in which we have some instances of baptism being admin-
me"efi upon the evidence of repentance or on a profession of faith, and thinks the
m‘eshon settled. But we ask what do these texts prove on either side? Why
€Y are just so much common property, which prove literally nothing for or
L 08t either view. Here is a question which we think settles the point ;—
 there a single historical case in the word of God, in which a Pado-baptist
'0ister would not act, and would not be compelled by his principles to act in
® case of adults, just as Philip or Peter or Paul acted, and require of them
Credible profession of faith before administering the ordinance? If there is
a8 We assert, there ¢s not, then let Baptist preachers and writers no longer
_!il;?eal to such instances, as though we did not believe as they believe in be-
ﬁa‘e’s’ baptism as regards adults. We do hold the doctrine of believer's bap-
W, but not to the exclusion of infant baptism. It would be just as logical for
w}x‘n"n to infer upon reading of the baptism of some of the converts in India, of
Yany .  Credible profession of faith was required, that the Free Church of Scot-
in g}, eld Anti-pedo-baptist views, as to infer from parallel instances recorded
® New Testament that Peter and Paul held such views. When the Baptist
es U8 to point $o a single example of infant baptism in the New Testament,
of I:Ply by demanding of him, a solitary instance in the whole inspired history
hag Postolic times, extending over a period of over thirty years, of ome who
migrow-n up under the influences and instructions of a christian home, pre-
%o &"g_ hln_iself as a candidate for this ordinance. Such a case as that would
s " In his favour, though the mere fact in itself would wot be decisive. But
e o Ch & case can be instanced let him cease that incessast cry about Aposto-
example‘

« Bel;? 8ame logical fallacy appears in the argument founded on the command,

by th'we and be baptized,” There is more in the conclusion than is warranted
thyy.. Promises. The Baptist reasoning put in the form of a syllogism runs

Al whe believe should be baptized.
ANt3 cannot believe.
erefore, infants should mot be baptized. v
eo,,e;;"my the same mode.of reasenng to another matter in which faith is
Al ed,—the salvation of infants, :
Tuf Who believe shall be saved..
Th""! cannot believe,
::efo'ev infants cannot be saved.
alag, frme logic which excludes infants from the Church militant, excludes them
the mOgn the Church triumpbaat. If the Baptist object, “ that's bad logic—
belie AJor ”proposition is not “All who believe, dc,” but, “Only they who
Yoy Zi’v&c’ we reply, “It may be bad logic, but your theology demands it, for
o ® 1o more Scriptural authority for limiting the major proposition in the
aplism than in the case of infant salvation. Disputing then the pre-
B
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mises you would assume, we are carried back to the question of the right of
infant membership, and here the burden of proof lies not on us but on you:
'We have proved that the constitution of the Church under tke Old Testament
contemplated the membership of infants—and it is for you to prove that not
.only the outward dress, but the essential features of the Church have been
changed under the Ohristian dispensation” .

We are at liberty to ask at this point of the discussion, “ Do our Baptist friend®
invariably deem positive precept or example, (to the exclusion of all inferenti
proof) necessary to_sanction any religious observance Do they not allow fe-
male communion? Have they any posiiive precept or example in the
New Testament to appeal to for this practice? Upon what principle do they
allow females to approach the Table of the Lord ¥” If they reply, “Females
were admitted to the corresponding ordinance under the Old Testament—the
constituant membership remaining the same—no repeal of this privilege;” then
we say, this is inferential reasoning not positive stalement, and that these are
the very grounds upon which we reeeive inte the Church the children of pro-
fessed believers. If it be urged, “But these are fit subjects for receiving benefit
from the ordinance,” wereply, So are infants, and every objection founded on the
incapacity of infants or on involuutary obligations, &c.,implies a reflection of
the wisdom and goodness of God, in appointing the ordinance of infant circum-

_¢ision. If the beuefit to be derived from baptism were tied to the moment
ity administration, the objection would have some force. But this is not the
case. A beggar's child receives the title deed of a noble estate and ample re
verues. That deed is xigned and sealed to him while an infant, but its pos”
‘session is suspended upon his compliance with certain conditions when he
should come to mature years. Would the signing and sealing of that docw”
1ment be a meaningless act? Would it not be a great motive to the parents Of

uardians of that child to instruet him in the conditions, and frequently to 86
before him the prize which may, which shall be, his, if he prove himself worthy~
Would it not prove a motive to the chiid himself? And what else is baptis®
than this? It is God's seal of that glorious inheritance, purchased by the
blood of Christ, and guaranteed to the faith of the believing sinner. It is the
arents’ part then, and the Church’s part to tell the baptized child of that 1™
geritance—of his obligation to accept, and prepare for it—of God’s assuranc®
iven in the promise and sealed in the ordinance that it shall be his if he bv
old out the hand of faith for its reception—of God’s solemn declaration thd
it shall be forfeited if he continue in unbelief. DBut there is this difference
tween the case I have supposed and that of the baptized child. All the effort®
and pains of the parent may never lead that child to con ply with the condi®
tions upon which alone the estate can be possessed. The efforts of the Christis®
parent would be equally uncertain, and in the end assuredly equally unsucces¥
ful, were it not for these sure promises upon which in the training of
offspring he rests his hopes. “Train up a child in the way he should go, A%
when he is old he will not depart from it.” Oh! if Christian parents and the
Christian Church would ever act under the stimulus of that blessed promise *
the oversight of their baptized children, what glorious results might we look for,
Infant baptism would no longf:r be what in too many instances it practically !
a meaningless ordinance, but it would be one pregnant with comfort and bl
ing. We hope, God willing, in a future number to offer a few remarks oD
relation of baptized children to the Church, and on the mode of baptism.
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‘ ASSEMBLIES, SYNODS AND PRESBYTERIES.

There is something truly ecclesiastical in these designations of the Councils
of the Seniors and Ministers of our Church. These are old names, having come
i us from remote antiquity, and there is a fine flavour of wisdom, gravity and
Dtegrity about them. They conjure  up ideas of the Fathers in the ancient
8arb of Clerks, learned in all the art of Greek, Ruman and Hebrew sages, giants
10 the scliolastic theology of the middle ages, masters of the inspired Word of

°d; having no fear of man before there eyes, but greatly fearing God and
realising by a mrost simple faith His presence in the World and in the Church.

uch are our conceptions of the Synods of Apostolical and of Reformation times;
and the names by which they are known are hallowed to us as Symbols of the
g’e“_t and shadowy past. These terms have their own literal and classical
'gmﬁcations, and were once common names for all sorts of convocations, but
o't us they are become quite technical, and the Church claims them as her
0. They belong almost exclusively to the terminology of Presbyterianism.

Ongregationalist speaks of his Church meeting, an Episcopalian of his Bishop,
Ut a Presbyterian of the famous Assemblies of his Church. ~ These, in his mind,
Tt‘)ve’ for the most part, been the bulwarks as well as the nurseries of liberty.
W't}? Presbyterian, the idea of priestly tyranny or corruption is never associated

'th the Councils of his Church. He knows that they have ever been dreaded

Y Tyrants, and that they have ever asserted the claims of private judgment in
-TPOSIton to the statutes of parliament and the decrees of Kings and Prelates,
v“ Scotland, the General Asscmbly is a representative body, delegated by the

¢tal Presbyteries of the Church in the proportion of one minister to every
UT or six of their congreg:tions with a less number of elders. The Synod is

‘Ohvention, en masse, of the ministers, with their elders of a certain number
e Mtiguous Presbyterics. The Presbytery, again, is a meeting of the min-
al>p‘l? With an equal number of elders within a given district. This descriptiou

3 €8 also to the Church Courts of the Presbyterian Churches of Ireland and
in B United States. The United Presbyterian Church of Scotland, the Church
com:gla“d' and several of the smaller Presbyteriin communities, have. however,

N Oted themselves with an undelezated Synod—a general convocation of all

nnmfters with a representative elder from each Session—as their Supreme
ﬂ}is too is the practice of our own Church, and while we are compara-

€W In number, it is the best that cap be adopte.l.
,;m“u" Reformers, at the head of whom stands John Knox, were evidently de-
§ to model the National Church of Scotland after the form of the Protes-
beriog urch of France. The government of this church, even at an early
Wag . 48 disposed entirely in accordance with the representative system. It
w yﬁ?‘m osed of Assemblies, one subordinate to the other, all constituted by
o lection and delegation ; the Consistories or Sessions, under the jurisdie-
Vincig) s e Conferences or Presbyteries ; the Conferences under that of the Pro-

e Co ynods, and the Provincial Synods under that of the National Synod.
the on;Btones were composed of pastors and elders clected by the people;
P"")Vinn' erences were formed of deputies nominated by the Consistories : the
Sy 1al Bynods of deputics nominated by the Conferences, and the National
St of Representatives designated by the Provinciat Synods. The Con-

Soriey ey g gn Y Lt S
Cia) every week ; thc Conferences every three months; the Provin-
Way lhye “3;'5 every year, and the National Synod every three years. Such
ilap conut; oroughly representative form of the Church of the Huguenots. A sim-
8 ‘; llution to this was aimed at in Scotland, and was, in the course of events -

" Many struggles, accomplished with some important modifications,

0
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It is interesting to note the historical developement of our present Church
form. We may derive wisdom from such an investigation, and be led to see
that the Providence of God more than the forethought or devices of man has
to do with moulding the visible institutions of the Church. Itwill, too,teach us
the necessity of a large and liberal spirit in our Church legislation, which, while
firmly holding by the great leading principles of God’s Word, will not advance
the orderly and external arrangements of the Church into the place of founda-
tions or pillars, .

It is an error for any one to suppose that eur present system or * policie”
was devised by some master mind, complete in all its parts at ence. We, it
is true, have been so long familiar with it, that it is difficult for us to imagine
that it did not always exist, or that it did not spring full fiedged at the Refor-
mation, as the Pheenix of primitive practice, from the ashes of the Apostolical
Church. To the government of the Church by Kirk Sessions, Presbyteries,
Provincial Synods, and General (delegated) Assemblies, we have pledged our
faith and declared it to be in perfect accordance with the Scriptures—and so it
is. 'We can scarcely conceive of a church state to be complete, or to have at-
tained its full bloom in which any of the links in this ecclesiastical chain aré
awanting. This feeling is natural to our habits. We have grown up and been
educated under its influence ; but if we look into the matter, we shall find that
there are many modifications of this system equally suitable for the church,
and that historically, our church has assumed the shape in which we find ity
in some measure from accidental causes. :

It appears from undoubted Records that the first National or General Assemr
bly which convened at Edinburgh, on December 26th, 1560, “ wherein there
were not above twelve ministers, but sundrie Ruleing .Elders commissioners t0
the number of thirty ” was, as its name imports, a Synod of the whole gover
nors of the Church. For several years it continued to possess this character?
nor does there appear to have been either Presbyteries or Provincial Synods
interinediate between it and the Kirk Sessions. Not until the Fifth Assemblyy
in 1562, do we find that Provincial Synods were constituted with judicial and
disciplinary jurisdiction ; and these Courts were besides evidently formed aftes
the model and in the place of the Episcopal Diocesan Councils which formerly
existed in the Church of Rome. This is shown by the form of the Record
which says: % Ordained that Superintendents indict their Synodal Conventio?
“twice in the year, viz, in the months of April and October, on such days 83
“they shall think good, to consult upon the common affairs of the dioceie.
Such is the Act by which and the circumstances in which the present Irovincis
Synods were called into the “policie” of the Church of Scotland, and fro®
which they derive their character of general Conventions. The next Assembly
established the order of appeal in cases where parties conceived themselves t0
be wronged by a Kirk Session, to the Buperintendent and the Synodal Conves®
tion, “from which again it shall be lawful to appeal to the General Assembl
“immediately following.” An * Act” of Assembly of the next year (1563).
also reveals to us the way, in which this Supreme Court was at this time co?
stituted. It runs thus:—“It was ordained that every Superintendent with!®
“his own jurisdiction should cause warn the shires, towns and parish Kirks ¥
“gend their commissioner to the Assembly in time coming; and that the 5%
“perintendents attend the assembly the first day under a penalty of 40s. to
4 poor.” Such, too, was the primitive and brotherly mode in which busi
was conducted in these Councils of the Church, that not until the seventh A% ,
sembly was it “ agreed that a MopE.:AToR should be appointed for avoiding ¢Of
fusion in reasoning.” The meeting of the ministers in Provineial and Gen
Assembly was, it would appear, first acknowledged aud allowed -by the
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9% Parliament which met during the Regency of the  good Earle of Murray,”

™ 1587, and by which the “ Confession of Faith” of the Reformed Kirk of
otland was ratified and confirmed. As yet, we find no distinct allusion to
Tesbyteries as forming any part of the government of the Church.

2 the Assembly which met in 1568, at Edinburgh, we enter upon a new
Hage of developement in the constitution. This Supreme Court henceforth
Ceases to be general in the strictest sense, and now assumes the character, which
«n 38 ever since retained, of a representative Convention. It was then ordained
«: 1at nane have place nor power to vote in General Assemblies except Super-
« Mendents, commissioners appointed for visiting Kirks, Ministers, commiseioners
« of burghs and shires, together with the commissioners of Universities. Minis-
« T8 and commissioners of shires shall be chosen at the Synodal convention
« ¥ diocies with consent of the rest of the Ministers and gentlemen convened

ereat. Commissioners of burghs shall be appointed by the council and

{Tli_s of their own towns. Nane shall be admitted without sufficient com-

Mission in write.” From this it wil! be seen that the Assembly was the repre-
. Ntative, not as now-a-days of the Presbyteries, but of the Provincial Synods
nd the burghs. Presbyteries did not at this time exist. The second book of
m‘“Q‘phne which was adopted in 1578, eighteen years after the first establish-
o 0t of the Church, makes no mention whatever of these Courts. It says that,
« -Ssemblies are of four sortis. ' For aither ar they of particular Kirks and con-
“gl‘e_ganons ane or ma, or of a province or'of a haill nation, or of all and divers
n“"ons professing one Jesus Christ.” It will be observed that three of these
th Y pertain to the regular constitution of the Church, and that among them
Tesbytery is not included.
devec; Speak now more particularly of Presbyteries as another stage of Church

) Opement, we would say that they evidently took their rise from two sources.

deg'sh From the original constitution of what the second Book of Discipline

. Signates as “the first kind of Asserablies” or Kirk Sessions, which at that

':he: Were not only the Elders of one congregation, but of several joined toge-

them to take up the delation of offences, within their own Kirks and bring

8 th f»(: the Assemblies” and which is still known in some parts of Scotland
6 “ General Session.” :

Wl om the meetirg together of Ministers for religious exercises in regard
wych Row in his History says: “The Kirk was strictlie and well governed
« 3:_ iKlfk Sessions in everie particulare congregation, then afterwards by Presby-
« a"s 'n chief towns 20 ministers, or some fewer or more as the bounds about
“to ettown could afford with one Elder accompanieing each minister, meeting
“ ofg lel‘ every week on a certain day appointed ; at which time some portion
“minioty Canonick Scripture was opened up and exponed by one of the said
“Bieins “18, others speaking by course, which was called the Exercise of Prophe-
“ EXerg_Ol‘ 1n-ecleptick expression the Exercise of the Ministers. After whilk
“ nd(élf?”all matters of discipline belonging to that precinct or bounds were
the o €2.” But these Exercises were at first voluntary meetings, and not untill

Jortieth Assembly in 1579 were they recognised as a part of the Church
Sation of his was dong evidently to meet the wants of the Church on the ces-
Yeling ; the office of Sup'enntendent', and on account of the difficulty of con-
‘%Orginn these troublous times the diocesan Syunod twice every year. It was
“byte gly enacted, that “The Ministers of the Exercise are judged; a Pres-

i i“', n the meanwhile whill (untill) the Policie be establizhed.”
at g ‘nterim arrangement was made permanent by the Assembly which met
Jame:_agow’ In April 1581. For this we are in some measure indebted to King
k‘pol' (At th1§ time he seems to have been greatly pleased with tlie Kirk and

- Poliele.  With his own hand he drew up a public confession of faith, known
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as the * King's Confession.” To this confession tho King himself with hiy
houschold and counscllors adhibited their signaturcs. Along with thig, James,
through his representative the Laird of Caprintoune, presented to the Assdimbly
“certain rolls comaining tho nunber of Presbyteries to whom the planting of
“ Kirks should bolong, and the numbers of congregations belonging to everie
“ Presbyterie ; and the Assemblie, did nominate a’ committee for reviseing of the
“ druu;zflt and to repott their judgement thereanent” After this commiltes
bad reported, their judgment on this matter, it appears that “ the Assbinbly
“ thought good that without delay some Iresbyteries Lo constitut for paterns to
“guch as were to be erected afterwards ; viz, at Edinburgh, St. Andrew's, Dun.
“dee, Perth, Stirling, Glasgow &e.”  Such is the statement in * Forbes' Nar.
ration,” but in ¢ Row’s H%s‘.ory" thore ia a fuller statement than this, from
whicl wo gather that the Assembly haviug reduced the 924 reputed Xirksin
Beotland to 000, *divided them into 650 Presbyte.ics or thereabouts 3 12 Kirk
“ or thereabout to cach Presbytery. Three Presbyterics or more, or fewer, ae
“cording as the country lics, to make up a Trovinciall Synode and a Diotig,
“and everic Provinciall Synode shull appoynt the place of tho nixt Synods
“ within the same Diocie”

Then follows a hst of 18 Provincial Synods and of 53 Presbyleries, ccnclud:
ing with the remark. *Thus Presbyterics were presentlic erected in the most
“ cminent places to be patterns to the rest.”  Again, in the next Assembly which
met at Edinburgh in October of the same year (1581) it was “ ordained that
“ Presbyteries be fullic and rightlie constituted, and that the new named placs
“of n l’rcsb’yterio scat be not altered, but with the advice of tho Genernl
¢ Assembly.”  Again, in the fifticth Assembly, May 10th, 1586, we find i
“Inacted : That Presbyteries be scttled in all convenient places.” From this
date the Presbytery (though not without opposition from the Episcopal party)
took the placo in tho government of the Church which it now occupies. Hence
we find that in 1592, when Episcopacy was abolished and the Brcsbyterian
discipline restored, the government of the Church was established by Kitk
Session, Synods and Assemblies. This order was ratified and approved by Ad
of Parliament, (1692) an Act which is regarded as the charter of the Churcl’s
libertics.  The powors of Presbyteries were also in said “ Act” defined and
described as follows :—

* MatTens 1o BE INTREATIT 1N THE PrrspyrERIES,—The power of the Pre-
“ byterics is to give diligent laboures in the boundes committed to their chairge
“That the Kirkis be kepit in gude ordour, to enquyre diligentlio of nauchtis
‘“and ungodly persones, and to travell to bring thame in the way agane, be s
“ monitioun or threatering of Goddis judgements, or be correctioun.”

It was probably about gxis time, too, that the power of electing commissior-
ers or represeutatives to the General Assembly was transferred from the Synodsl
Assembly to the Presbytery. In 1583 the names and number of the Presby-
teries were carefully recorded in the Acts of the Assembly as if for this purpose
bat it was not till 1694 that the proportion of Ministers and Elders to be sent
from the Presbyteries was determined.

From this lustorical survey of the developement of the Presbyterian Polits
into the symetrical foris in which it now appears in Scotland, in the United
States, and partly amongst us, it will be seen that the process has not been 3
regular one from the congreyation to the Assembly. The Church Session and
the General Assembly seem to have sprung into oxistence at one end the
same timg—they were contemporaneous. The Assembly it would farther ap
pear called into_existence the Provincial Synod, to meet the pressing wants
the Church at that time—to be the Superintendent’s Council and to be a cherk
upon his prelatic tendencies. Again, the Session together with the voluntay
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Brerciso of tho Ministry for religious improvement, gave rise to the formation
of the Presbytery. 1t will also be noted that the represcutative syatemn did not
st first ob'ain any place in the Church Courts, nor docs it now uniforinly char-
acteriso our Assemblies as it did the Councils of the French Protestant Church,
For many yenra tho Genernl Assombly was, just what our Synod now is, u con-
vention of nll tho Ministers of the Church with thuir Elders,

Our Polity is thus formed upon the two great principles of the Unity of the
Church visible—that it should be one—and upon the government of the Church
by Presbyters or Eldors. Tho details of organization have nut been copied from
any Church previously existing, but have taken that shapo which Providenco indi-
cated, nud which enlightened wisdom determined. The fubric has now stoad the
test of ages, It has bafiled the wicked effurts of adversaries to destroy it. It hae
weathercd many a storm, and it is yet unscathed. Undor it the Church has
sme guaranteo of liberty and progress with good order and peace. If the
world would only let it alone, and ifit will keep itself from the entanglement of
Stato control and political influences, this constitution bas within it, wo belicve,
povers and capacities fitting it to spread the saving knowledye of Christ’s
i name over the Globe,and to maintain the purity and int grity of His Kingdom.
{ What is wanted in the present day is a clear conception, along with a Jarge and
E liberal coustruction of our Church constitution. It will be ,f;tal to our chris-
§ tizo influenco in the world, if we permit oursclves to be limited in our netivitics
! bya rigid adberence to peculianitics.  Anything that will hinder tho expaun-
§ siveness of the Church should be resisted. A two-fold manner of progiess is
8 aptly illustrated by the strengthening of the stakes and the lengthening of the
R cords of a tent. To-do the one without the other is of no use, both should
B procced simultaneously, and the one Lo handmaid to the other. 'What infinite

damage has been done (o some scgtions of the Presbyterian Church, by their
R cxclosive endenvour to make the stakes strong by sinking them deep, and their
A forgetfulness at the same time to strolch out the cords! On the other haud,
g the Iax liberty of the Presbyter.an Church in the United States before the divi-
sion into Old and New Schools took place, and the still lax government of the
§ New School Church, show us the danger of lengthening the cords and not at
y o same timo secing that the stakes of Eternal truth remain firm and strong,
R To keep us in the golden. mean in which we shall at the same time conserve
o strength and enlarge our horders, we need enlightened wisdom and pru-
8 dence, with the promised teaching and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

%

MINISTERIAL SUPPORT. No. IL
(From the Philadelphia Presbyterian.)

Whkat is a fair and just support for your Minister # Remember, ho is an
Jeducated man.  Five years in school and academy, four years in college, and
g three years in the seminary—twelve years of haid toil have been spent in pre-
) faratinn for the duties you have called him to discharge. In the course of this
g long: Eropm‘ation he has probably spent all his little patrimeny.  He has learned
g 10 other trade or art to aid in getting a livelihood. He is married, or ought
to be, for but few men are fully %ttcd to sustain the pasto.. ioffice who have not
tgnﬁ\grolr] about them the softening, syripathising, sustaining solace of the domes-
ic circle.
To what duties do you call him? He is to prepare varefully and preach to
You two sermons a week all the year ronnd; to lecture once a week; to see after




i
- \
184 ! THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

the Sabbath-school, the prayer-meeting, the choir; preside in the chuich-session
and attend the several judicatories of the Church; to visit the sick; attend. fune.
rals, and frequently sce and converse with your families. He must have Bookx
and some standard perjvdicals, to keep up with the Christian age.  And besides
all this, he must be given to hospitality ; the prophet’s chamber must be-always
ready under his roof’; and he must reciprocate at least, if not invite, the =ocial
intercourse of his people, But still more than all—to be an efficient pastor, he
must have the graces of personal piety in constant exercise, to give unctidn to
his ministrations ; if his heart grows cold, it his zeal flags, if his ardour Inses
its freshness, his ministry will prove a failare.  To accomplish all this he mus
work hard—work incessantly—and keep his perilous charge with unceasing
vigilence, wisdom, and firmness. ’

Now, this is the Presbyterian pastor, and these are his dutics. "WHhat are the
duties of his congregation? I answer—to honour him, to co-operate with him,
to pray for him, and to support kim liberally.

What ave the figures? Take your peneil and put them down. So much for
rent; so much for wages ; so much for fuel and light, furniture, library, provisions
according to the number of his family, clothing; so much for the education of
his children, and so much for the thousand little things that your wife will tell
you must be added to the housckeeping account ;—put all these at what you
know they cost in your loeality, and then add tweuty-five per cent. to the while
amount of your figures, and you will find, 1. The actual amounts necessary for
your pastor’s support; and 2. The fact that the salary you give does not sup-
port him, will, in nine cases out of ten, be established.

And yet you perceive here is no caleulation made—no provision allowed: for
enabliug your pastor to put by something.for sickness, disability, old age—no
provision.for his family in case of his death. o Pastors are men, and subject, like
all others, to human vicissitudes. They feel as anxious for their families as you
do for yours.  What is wise and prudent and proper for you to do, it is equally
proper they should do. But is not the fact apparent, that even if you give
them a full and liberal support, no adequate provision is made for them beyend-it.

Men of ordinary education, talents, and industry, almost always make a con-
petent support, and lay up enough to make their families comfortable after they
are gone. Why should pastoral labour be less liberally rewarded 2

But pass this by. The cold, naded, unmitigated truth is, that we do not s>
port our pastors, with a few vxceptions, adequately. The world expects-them in
pay full price for every thing; to incur no debts, or pay them promptly ; to I've
in a way not to discredit their people ; to be patterns of honesty ; to do justiceto
their families, to be an hospitable, cheerful, attentive, kind, amiable, excellent
Christian gentleman. In a word, to make the full tale of bricks, while we give
them no straw.

The right way to secure a competent support for a pastor is to adopt the same
rule which the people adopt. for the support of the civil government, to wit, for
every one to pay aceording to his ability. Taxes aro assessed upon property.
The rich pay according to their wealth,  The poor man, who has ne properts,
pays only a small capitation tax. A. pays §100 to support the government; B..
his next door neighbour, pays $1.  Yet government is just as important to B. a
itis to A, Thesame ruleis admitted to be equitable in the matter of sustainiog
all the benevolent and religious charities of the Church ; the rich are expected to
give according to their abuudance, the poor according to their poverty. The
Saviour taught this doctrine in connmending the widow for her mite.

Now, if the people of our congregations would cordially adopt this rule, there
would be no difficulty in 1aising a competent annual support for the pastors.
we would fiist, ascertain what sum per apnum would be a just and liberal support,
and then each agree to pay his share of it, each of us graduating that shar, by




THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER. 183

the amount of our property, the object would be accomplished, and no one would

overburdened. The rich and the poor would share alike the consciousness
of having done their duty.

Our obligations begin at home—first in the family circle, then they extend to
the church with which we are connected, then to the Chureb at large and to the
World, Expansive benevolence is well, but our home duties have the first claim
Upon our hearts. Next to the spiritual welfare of our own families, we should
Tegard the spiritual welfare of our particular church and congregation ; and next

the proper care for and support of our own families, comes our obligation te
take care of and support the pastor who breaks to us the bread of life, and spends

"8 strength in our service. He ministers to usin spiritual things, and we should
Dinister to him in temporal things—measuring our services not by what others
0 for him, but by his need and our ability.

K It is here that the voluntary system has its weak point. The poor can do but
'ttle, and the rich are not wiiling to do much. It is hard to impress upon the
'€art the truth that he who distributes his talents among hisservants expects ten
l!nes. as much for the ten as he does for the one. Still, as in the time of Christ,

@ rich man turns from his duty sorrowfully, because he has great possessions.
then’ esteemed in their congregations as the rich men, think they do liberally if

8y pay the largest pew rent, or the largest assessment. But the real test

Whether they do liberally or not, is not whether they do more than others, but
Whether they do all that ought to be done.

e hear constantly of poor churches ; of churches not able to support a pas-

!i" adequately ; of churches in which pastors with families rec:ive four, five, or
X hundred dollars a year, while their npeighbours in good circumstances, and

;:“momists too, spend fifteen hundred ; and the plea for this injustice is—inability,
b One sense the plea is true. There is a kind of inability which is an effectual

rar to action—the want of a will to do. 'When that is removed the inability is

“®Moved, This plea may abide the test of the popular judgment, but will Ged
SCeive it ag valid 7 It may quiet the conscience. It is astonishing how easily
) eng:rsuade ourselves that that is true which we wish to be true. But the end

yet. '

full can point to whole Presbyteries in which not a church supports its pastor

¥, and yet in every one of them there is abundance of individual wealth to

rable its possessors to supply the deficiency without feeling any inconveuience
th enying themselves a single Juxury. Are these cases rare examples? Let

8 reader look around him. How is it at home ¢

a e8¢ plain aud earnest words may pass unheeded. Hundreds of poor pastors

Y struggle on in poverty, and labour still for people who, in starving their

ea':’tzs starve their own souls; thriving worldly Christians may harden their
» and draw tight their purse strings, but I have faith that here and there
¢art will ponder what I say, and respond to it with true Christian sympathy.

w

logt ihen We endeavour to estimate the worth of an immortal soul, we are utterly

U the attempt. The art of spiritual computation is not governed by the
jec € Principles and rules which guide our speculations concerning earthly ob-
ea..sil he value of gold, silver, merchandise, food, raiment, land, and houses,
icioy Y regulated by custom, convenience, or necessity. Even the more cap-
mmetshgnd Imaginary worth of a picture, medal or statue, may be .reduf:ed to
Valygg; ng of sys.tematic rale. Crowns and sceptres have had their adjudged
o 100, and Kingdoms have been bought and sold for sums of money. But -
ifhe can aﬁix' the adequate price to a human soul? “ What shall it profit a man
give ; 8ll gain the whole world and lose his own soul? or what shall a man
10 exchange for his soul "
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‘WORDS OF THE WISE.
QUESNEL ON THE LORDS PRAYER.

After this manner therefore pray ye:

The prayer which Jesus Christ gives us here is the pattern cf all Christian
prayer, and an abridgement of the gospel. What satisfaction it is to learn, from
God himself, with what words and in what manner he would have us pray to
him, so as not to pray in vain ! A king, who himselfdraws up the petition which
he allows to be presented to himself, has surely a very great desire to grant the
request. The order of the petitions is the order of our desires and of our duties ;
it 18 here we ought to be particularly mindful of them.

Our Fuather whick art in heaven,

‘We must, in the first place, say this prayer with the heart of a heavenly child,
disengaged from the earth by his new birth, animated with the Spirit ‘of the
divine adoption, and full of desire to be reunited to bis Father and Author. The
heart of a child of God is a brotherly heart, in respect of all other Christians; it
asks nothing but in the spirit of udity, fellowship, and Christian charity, desiring
that for its brethren which il desires for itself.

Hallowed by the name.

‘We must say it, with the heart of a priest, all inflamed with zeal for God's
glory, and for the sanctification of souls, and with the desire of that holiness,
which should render him like to God as to his Father. In the sanctification of
the elect and of the whole church, God is pleased to place his glory ; and, there-
fore, this glory and this sanctification we ought to desire and to pray for before
all things.

The kingdon come,

We must say it with the heart of a faithful subject, zealous for theglory of hi#
sovereign. When will it be, O my God, that death and sin, the devil and hi8
ministers, the world and its offences, shall cease to reign upon earth; and that
thou, after having judged the quick and the dead, separated thy elect from the
reprobate, and destroyed all the powers of earth and hell, wilt thyself reign
glone everywhere, in all, and forever, and thy saints with thee, and with thy

on ?

Thy will be done in earth as it i3 in heaven.

We must say it with the heart of a wife who studies the desires and inclins-
tions of her husband, and seeks only to please him. God everywhere effects his
will, even in those who oppose it the most; but it is done, with and by love, in
none but the saints in heaven and on earth, We acknowledge the necessity
a grace, which, by a free and predominaat love, may subject our will to that of
God, when we pray that “his will may be done in us as it is in heaven.”

Give us this day our daily bread.

We must say it with the heart of a sheep, which requires food from its shep”
herd ; and of one really in want, who begs his bread. We ought to ask of GO
the bread of the body ; but much more the bread of the soul,—his grace, hi8
word, the divine eucharist, the love of his law, and the accomplishment of bi?
will. God wlil have us depend on him,

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,

‘We must say it with the heart of a penitent who begs mercy of his God, while
he affords it to his neighbour in all respects. That man condemns himself t¢
suffer the eternal vengeance of God, who makes use of this prayer with reveng®



THE CANADIAN PRSEBYTER. 187

204 hatred in his heart. He who observes not the condition of a transaction so
ad"flntag‘eous, does not comprehend what he owes to God, and is a madman who
Tesolves to perish. Let us adore the infinite love and mercy of God and let us
ech him to give us such a heart as is indulgent, charitable, and alwaysready
forgive,
And lead us not into temptation,

We must gay it with the heart of a sick person, who implores the assistance
of his physician, acknowledging that he deserves to be forsaken by him. The
Yay of salvation is a way of humility, and the Christian grace a grace of combat.
Th?l'e is nothing makes men more humble, renders them more vigilant, and

1ges them to have recourse more frequently to the arms of faith and prayer,

a0 their being unable to ascribe to themselves any good, their perceiving them-
ves capable of all evil, their having a domestic enemy who leaves them not
€ moment’s quiet or security, and their depending continually upon a grace
hich is not due, and of which they are altogether unworthy. .
But deliver us Jfrom evil :  For thine i3 the kingdom, and the power and the
) Jor ever. _Amen.

L&Bﬂy, we must say it with the heart of a captive, an exile, or an afflicted
zeb?on, who has recourse to his deliverer. With how many snares, how many
a tacles to good, how many occasions of sin, how many enemies of salvatipn
I:: we surrounded, among whom our false friends are the most dangerous |
f 'd, from thee alone we expect deliverance : delay not tosuccour us. May the
the"llleut combats, in which the tempter engages us, make us sigh and long after
.8 general deliverance, which will forever banish to hell the tempter and the
t“:*];'l“pi.za\tion, all disorderly affection and concupiscence, all sin and wickedness
w Alsoever, Let us adore the power and justice of the sovereign Judge ; let us
uau like exiles, to be called home, and, like captives, to be delivered ; and l.et
all 1 @ bim for aid under the miseries of our banishment and slavery, and in

€ assaults of our enemies.

" POETRY.

ANGELS.

Fair is the heaven where happy souls have place,

In full enjoyment of felicity,

Whence they do still behold the glorious face

Of the divine eternal Majesty.

More fair is that where those Idees on high

Enranged be, which Plato so admired,

And pure intelligences from God inspired.

Yet fairer is that heaven, in which do reign

The sovereign powers and mighty potentates,

Which in their high protections do contain

All mortal princes and imperial states.

And fairer yet, whereas the royal seats

And heavenly dominations are set:

From whom all earthly governance is set.

Yet far more fair be those bright Cherubims,

Which all with golden wings are over dight,

And those eternal burning Seraphims,

Which from their faces dart out fiery light.

Yet fairer than they both, and much more bright,
‘ Be th' angels and archangels, which attend

On God's own person, without rest or end.

Spenser.
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

ABEEORUTA; OR, SUNRISE WiTHIN THE TROPICS. An outline of the origin and progress?
of the Yoruba Mission, by Miss Tucker. London: James Nisbet & Co. Mon
Depository of the Religious Tract Society.

This book gives a most interesting account of the condition of the African
races in that large tract of fertile country which lies to the north ‘of the Bight
of Benin ; on the west there is the kingdom of the fierce and savage Dahomey ;
on the coast there are a variety of principalities, to the north of which the
country of the Yoruba Nation lies, an immense region in which there were
formerly many large towns and finely cultivated districts. The people of this
couniry are remarkably docile, and are not ignorant of the arts of civilization:
Their government was a confederation of chiefs, of whom one was made su
preme. For many ages these people dwelt securely from the ravages of the
slave hunter, but from some unaccountable cause a religious frenzy took posses
sion of the Fellatahs—a Mobammedan and Arabian race dwelling chiefly to
the north of the Yoruba. Under a sagacious chief, the banner of the prophet
was unfurled, and a fierce onslaught was made upon the infidels around them-
Thousands were thus slain, and thousands of all sexes were made captive and
sold into slavery to the traders on the coast. Flourishing towns with 50,000
and 60,000 inhabitants were utterly destroyed by this fierce people, and thosé
who escaped were compelled, for protection, to flee to the more remote an
wilder parts of the country. The district of Abbeokuta lies upon the banks of
the river Ogun. It is covered with rocky mounds, among which there are shel-
tered caverns. These, once the resort of robbers, now became the refuge of the
scattered people. It has now grown to be a city containing 100,000 inhabitants
and surrounded by a wall 10 miles in circumference. This place has sprung up
within the last 25 years, and rivals for its progress any of the cities of cur Amé
rican continent. The Gospel has, within these few years, been sent to Abbeokuts
by the London Church Missionary Society. Both European and native Minis”
ters trained in Sierra Leone, have been the agents in this work ; they were most
cordially received by both chiefs and people. As Englishmen they were wel:
comed as the friend and liberators of the Africans. Great success has attend
their labors ; many have been converted to Christianity ; Churches and schoo!
have been established ; the Bible and other books have been translated into theif
language. The wild manners of the people have, in some measure, been cor
rected, and the influence of their fetish idolatry much abated. Notwithstanding
the opposition of the devil and his agents to this good work, and the persecutioB
to which, in some measure, the converts have been subjected, the cause of Chri
rapidly advances, and bids fair ere long to become the religion of Abbeokuts
There is no civilizer like the Christian Missionary. The message of merc which
he bears to the sinner has a charm for the suffering and the oppressed. The su®
of righteousness has risen with healing upou this fine race of Africa’s sabl®
children, and is blessing them with his saving light. We strongly recommen’
this most interesting little book to our readers, and especially that it be put int?
the shelves of the Congregational or Sabbath School Library. We would als?
recommend an occasional visit to the Depository of the Tract Society, Whe’:
there may be found a large variety of books most suitable for family reading 8"
for the young.

ArricA’s MoUNTAIN VALLEY; OR, THE CHURCE 1¥ REeENT'S TowN, WEST AFRICA. Ne¥
York: Carter & Brothers. Montreal: Depository Religious Tract Society.

This is another Missionary book, of a similar kind to the preceding. I"f
chiefly taken from the Diary and Letters of a distinguished and devoted Missio® |
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81y, the Rev. W, A. B. Johnson. We have here a brief and interesting account
of the Colony of Sierra Leone, established in 1787 by the British Government
28 a refuge for the liberated slave. Here all the slave ships captured by the
Titish cruisers are brought. Freetown is the capitol of the Colony ; and Regent’s
OWn, the scene of Mr. Johnson’s labors, lies in a deep mountaiu valley, and
Containg g population of several thousands now almost entirely Christian. Au-
8ustine Johnson, the Missionary through whose agency this was brought about,
ﬁ"s raised up by God in a peculiar way for this work. A German—a native of
Anover—he left his native country and came to London, and was for some
Sars engaged in that city as a mechanic ‘in a sugar refivery. Here he was
;‘“‘ted with severe affliction which led him to the Saviour. So fervent did his
Ove to the Redeemer become that he resolved to devote himself to God as a
188lonary of the Cross. He was, in 1816, sent out to Afiica by the London
'8sionary Society. In a short time after his settlement in Regent’s Town, re-
‘Darkable success attended his labors. The wild and savage people from forty

‘lerent nations became, under his teaching, a. docile and industrious commu-

;:“'Y_- The Spirit of God was poured out upon these benighted heathen, and
10pia stretched out her hands to God. .Through many labors, and prayers,

‘4 Watchings, the work of grace has been advancing in this country, and we
th Y entertain the hope that from this free settlement there will emanate to all
t ® Nations of Africa, the Gospel of the Grace of God, by which they shall ob
n:‘.n the freedom wherewith Christ maketh his people free. This is another ad-
Irable library book. It is refreshing to one’s heart to read of the saving power

€ truth upon these children of the sun.

UxpEr GrEEN Leaves. By Cranris Mackay. London.

The style of these poems is natural, hearty and vigorous. They appeal to the
a Pathies of every-day life and every-day people, and without any ostensible
at setting the age to music, seem not unlikely to do their part in that vast
wh'e ing, by infusing into the minds of their readers those gentler thoughts of
v ich Poetry and music are the natural utterances. The title of this volume is
e Appropriate. In reading its contents one seems to breathe the pure sum-
hor 3l and to hear the breeze rustling in the boughs overhead. There is,

' 'hvi'e“fr,_ an occasional exaggeration of language, and, perhaps, of thought,
bin % Injures the beauty of some of the poems. The pathetic story of * Lul-
’egﬁworth,” one of the longest poems, is told simply and well, but one is apt to
‘gret that the author should have chosen, for its composition, so peculiar a

N mmetre, On the whole this is a charming little volume, well worthy of the
Uthors re

putation.

i ~ We have

received from Mr. Lovell, Montreal, “ An Address on the present condi-
1 Tesources

Ci and prospects of British North America,” delivered by special request at
for g Hall, Glasgow, on the 25th March, 1867, by the Hon. Mr. Justice Haliburton
l'ithl Utous circulation by the publisher. This is & beautiful piece of typography, and
It .ta{e:"edlt&ble to the Canadian Press. The Address itself is of great intrinsic value.
It Xpoa case of the Colonies before the British public with great force of reasoning.
Calonip - the blunders of ignorance and incapacity Which have been perpetrated by the
Y arg gegon i0 Past times. The character, the progress and the prospeets of the Colo-
Ju ge eac}‘l_bed in the most felicitous terms. We may not altogether agree with the
he h““ Political views and anticipations, and may think that in his honest enthusiasm
Sanyqy glven somewhat of a color de rose, to things and matters Co}onml, still we

injus:it adml.x-(-, his hearty advocacy of Colonial interests and unsparing exposure of
"%mme €e which has been done to these Provinces by our British Governments. We
of ogp ‘;;.1 an attentive perusal of this able Address which the liberality and enterprise

Publisher has put within our reach in so pleasing a form.
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.
MISSIONARY AND ECCLESIASTICAL.

This is the season for religious Jubilee in England and in the United States. The
Exeter Hall May meetings have become famous over the world. From all hands we
hear joyful tidings of the progress of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. Bible and Tract So-
cieties, Foreign and Home Missionary undertakings, are obtaining everywhere such 8
measure of success as greatly to rejoice the Christian heart. While much remains ye
to be done, let us be thankfnl that much is doing. At this time also, the Supreme
Courts of our Presbyterian Churches, both in Britain and America, generally meet. The
8ynod of the Presbyterian Church in England has had its annual Session, and one, 00
of great interest both to the Church in Scotland and to the general Presbyterian family:

On the 20th April, in John Knox Church, Newcastle-on-Tyne, this Synod was consti-
tuted in usual form. The Rev. W. M. Thomson, of Woolwich, an amiable and devote
minister, was chosen Moderator, and delivered a singularly appropriate address.
new feature has been introduced at this Synedical Asscmbly, viz., that of out-doof
preaching. By the formal appointment of the Court, brethren were sent to preach the
Gospel to the poor in the city and neighborhood. The work met with encouraging su¢
cess. The Congregational Schools and the College were interesting subjects of consi®
deration. Many schools have been established in destitute localities by the aid of the
Synod Fund. The College is now in a most flourishing condition. Under the auspices
of Dr. McCrie, the recently appointed Professor of Theology, it is acquiring much f&
vour among the Churches, and promises to be of signal service to the Church. Some
steps in advance have been taken in regard to the Union of the Church with the Unite
Presbyterian Congregations in England. A plan was mooted by which, in the mean*
time, a sort of Union might be effected, namely : that while the Synods of the two
bodies continued to occupy their own ecclesiastical position and to be the Supreme
Courts of their respective Churches, there should be a Representative Assembly of Com”
missioners from each to watch over and legislate for the general interests of both. The
chief argument in favour of this mode of effecting Union was, that it secured the imme-
diate advantage of Union, while it escaped the dangers which some apprehend and the
difficulties which all feel. In the meantime, the Committee on Union was re-appointed-
In the Foreign Mission work the Report is most cheering. There are three missionaries
in China whose labours so far have been attended with the Divine blessing, and tw0
other probationers of the Free Church are about to proceed to the same field. Through
the substantial aid of kind friends in Scotland the funds of this mission are in a flour”
ishing condition. At Corfu, also, our English brethren have had a mission since th®
year 1844, partly intended for the Jews and partly for the soldiers in the garrisond
The labours of the missionary meet with much favour. The grand subject of debate
was, however, “ The Organ Question.” It appears thatin two Churches in the Presby”
tery of Lancashire, the Organ has of late been introduced as an aid in the conducting of
public praise. This, as might be expected, in & Presbyterian Church whose minist
and members are for the most part Scotch, led to serious disturbance and debate in th®
Church Courts. Last year, the Synod prohibited the introduction of Organs into
churches, and thus gave a distinct verdict against their use. But the organs not having
been removed from the churches, the question came up again this year, both in the w8!
of reference and appeal; and while in the decision come to there has been no form
sanction given to the use of organs, yet the two cases of Warrington and Liverpo
being regarded as exceptional, were not to be interfered with—were to be tolerated:
Our readers may be interested by reading the motions which on this occasion wer®
submitted to the Synod. They are as follows :— t

“ 1, Rev. WM CHALMERS proposed, which was carried H

“ Dismiss the reference—find that the use of instrumental music in public worshiP)
though not without precedent, is not in accordance with the ordinary practice of o
Church, and ought not to be introduced in any case, without the permission craved 8 4
obtained of the Supreme Court; and enjoin Presbyterians to take order accordingly. B‘ﬂ
with regard to the cases of St. John's, Warrington, and St. George’s, Liverpool, inastnt®
a3 instrumental music had been introduced into them by the sanction, express or impli ’
of the Presbytery of Lancashire, and is agreeable to the foelings and wishes of said cO%
gregations, while its prohibition would disturb their peace, destroy their prosperity, 84
endanger their very existence, the Synod instruct the Presbytery of Lancashire to tsk¢
no further action in regard to them, and renew its injunctions to all Presbyteries w:ﬁ
steps, a8 far as practicable, to encourage and cultivate the harmonious exercise of Y0of;
praise. »
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:: 2. Rev. Mr. Duxcaxs, of Newcastle, proposed this amendment :—

The Synod having heard the statement of the reference and of the relative dissents,
lgre? to maintain the declaratory deliverance regarding the use of instrumental music in
Bublic worship, as having respect to all the congregations within its bounds, dismiss the

138ents and complaints ; and enjoin the Presbytery to take order that instruments shall
Wwith cease in St George's, Liverpool, and St John’s, Warrington.”

“3. Dr. Haumwrox, of London, proposed the following resolution :
of“ The Synod receives the reference, and, whilst generally approving of the procedure
o the Presbytery of Lancashire, and regretting that the Session of St. George’s, Liver-
00l, has not acted on what is acknowledged to be the spirit of the last Synod’s declara~
t'ry deliverance. Considering that an organ was used in St. John’s, Warrington, at the
e When it was received into the Presbyterian Church in England, and that an organ
88 introduced into St. George’s, Liverpool, in 1855, with the consent and sanction of
ofe Preshytery of Lancashire, the Synod in hoc statu forbears from issuing any prohibition
the continued use of the organ in these churches, but refers the matter to the Sessions
m these respective congregations, in the hope that they will take order to bring the
Oﬁg: l‘:f’ conducting the psalmody into harmony with the declared practiee of this
ch.

“ 4. Tg CLerx (Rev. Georar J. C. Duncax), proposed the following motion :
“ Sustain the reference, find that the Session of St. George’s ought to have reeeived

gle P"?Bbytery’s committee appointed to eonfer with them, and to have deferred to the
o:esbyﬁery’s brotherly desire to reason and remonstrate with them on the use of am
thgan in public worship, and that they are answerable for having failed so to do ;—find
% 8% an organ was used in St. John's, Warrington, at the time when it was received
to thig Church, and that an organ was introduced into St. George's, Liverpool, in 1853,
the, the consent and sanction of the Presbytery of Lancashire, and the Synod declare
% such uge is not approved by this Church. But in consideration of the peculiarities
he, Specialities of these cases, which render them exceptional and incapable of being
in ¢after precedents, authorize the Presbytery of Lancashire to forbear further proceed-
the 7 hoc statu for silencing the instruments now in use in their congregations ; desire
ﬁnd.P"eSbytery and all other Presbyteries of this Church carefully to obtemper the
an dmg of last Synod on the introduction of instruments into the public worship of God,
in further to take notice that on no pretence such instruments be elsewhere sanctioned
® public worship of God.”

tak T Hamilton withdrew his motion in favour of this last, which, on the vote being
lost n, Was carried against the prohibitory motion by a majority of 67 to 38,. but was
f\vo against the first motion of Mr. Chalmers by a majority of 53 to 49; putting these
of 1tg‘lmbers together, it will be seen that the Synod in England have by the act of 102
knmhmembers given its sanction to the use of organs—for both motions went this

Beve ~—in the two churches referred to. Against this decision, as might be expected,
bee Tl members have taken an energetic dissent, to which an energetic answer has

Voo, 8iven. The leading speeches of the minority have been separately published, and

.eVe‘;“s_l'lll_nours are abroad of ulterior proceedings. The Synod after disposing of

ks inal Judicial cases, and some routine business closed its Session on the 25th April,
£ appointed the next meeting to be held at Manchester.

o LeXt important item of religious intelligence we would note is the ¢ Report of the
The :"“ee of the American Tract Society appointed to consider the subject of Slavery.”
“ Wbstantia] part of the report, which was adopted, is as follows :—
e!imi:ar.el“tion to publishing upon the subject of siavery, as marking out the lin_e of dis-
ang tion between what the American Tract Society, according to its constitution, may
Y not publish ;

!Ametlol”f:l, 1. That the American Tract Society was established for a definite purpose,
7, “ to diffuse & knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of sinners,

Yeligio Promote the interests of vital godliness and sound morality, by the circulation of
U8 tracts calculated to receive the approbation of all evangelical Christians.”

Otg;n g:t this Society cannot therefore with propriety allow itself to be made a special

Popery & 80y one systemn of religious or moral reform, such a8 temperance, peace, anti

Cange . ti-slavery, &c. ; while within its proper sphere, its influence should sustain the

T truth and righteousness in all their departments. :

doq) ev, t in endeavoring to accomplish is high and holy mission, the Society should

ing) ¢0-handedly, and bear impartial testimony against all forms of fundamental doc-
®rror ang practical immorality, prevailing in any and every part of our country.
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LITERARY.

We notice the publication of a new volume of the Rev. Dr. Guthrie entitled. The City}
its Sins and its Sorrows which will we doubt not be eagerly sought after by the religious
community.

There have just issued from the American press two masterly works on Universalist®
and Parkerism. The first is from the pen of Rev. Mr. Barlett, lately of Manchester,
H., now of Chicago. It is a searching exposure of modern Universalism, tested by pht
losophy, by Scripture, and by experience ; and condemned out of its own mouth as fruit-
ful in all unrighteousness. In a small compass it gives a most conclusive and effective
argument against that pernicious error. It gives also a compendium of proofs against
the system from the writings of its apologists. Every pastor has need of just such &
work, and in point of thoroughness and ability this is in every way satisfactory.

The other work i3 an analysis of Parkerism from the keen and practiced pen of Rev. J.
B. Walker, of Mansfield, Ohio. Mr. Walker is most favorably known as an able logicia®
and a vigorous writer. The influence of Mr. Theodore Parker is widely felt in all ouf
_towns and villages at the East and West, where he has had access to the public mind b,
means of Lyceum lectures. Mr. Walker grapples with the main points of his system an!
thoroughly refutes them. Every minister who has occasion to deal with the latest phase
of infidelity, should provide himself with this work. It is called the *Philosophy ¢
Skepticism.”

An importamt historical work has just been published in Philadelphia entitled :—TH8
HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTHRIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA, from ifs Origin until the Year 11760,
With Biographical Sketches of Two Hundred of its Early Ministers. By the Rev. Richa
Webster, late Pastor of the Prebyterian Church, Mauch Chunk, Pennslyvania. Wi
a Memoir of the Author, by the Rev. C. Van Rensselaer, D. D., and an Historical Intro®
duction by Rev. Willam Blackwood, D. D. Published by authority of the Presbyterisf
Higtorical Society. It is now ready, and will be sent to any part of the United States freé
of postage. This work, for which the labour of twenty-five years was expended by th®
author, and which is now published for the benefit of hig family, is offered as the mol
interesting, umque, and valuable history that has yet appeared ; it is the volume %
which all must come who wish to form a correct estimate of the importance and valué
of the Presbyterian element in U. 8. Society.

Tag LerTERs or CALviN.—Messrs.Constable & Co., who have undertaken the publics”
tions of the Calvin Translations Society, intimate hat Volume IIL. of the Letters of Calvi#
is just finished at press, and is now in the hands of the binder, so that they hope to de
ver the first issue immediately. Volumes IIl. and IV., completing -the set, may
expeced soon.

We have much pleasure in noting the publication of a new work by the Rev. J. C.
Ryle, B. A, namely: Exposirory THouGHTS oN THE GospeLs. For Family and Privat®
Use. With the Text complete. The author is well known as a popular and earn¢d
evangelical writer. The present work breathes the spirit of the gospel, and prese}l“
the truth in a simple and pungent manner, well calculated to leave a salutary i®”
pression.

Messrs. T. & J. Clark have just published, as the Fourteenth Volume of their ne¥
geries of the Foreign Theological Library ; a “ Commentary on the Book of Joshua,” by
Dr. K. F. Keil, of the University of Dorpat, pp. 501. This work is designed to vind‘é
cate the historical veracity of the Ol1d Testament records, as well as to illustrate a8
explain their contents. .

~— From the same Press there issues * The Internal History of German Protestantis®
gince the middle of the last century,” by Dr. Kahnis, Professor in the University of LeiP
zig, translated by the Rev. T.Meyer. This is the work of an ultra-Lutheran, and thro
great light on the extraordinary state of the theological and philosophical public
Germany.

— We notice two works on the subject of the position of Baptized Infants in the Chbureb
The one entitled—* The Child of the Covenant, or how Christian Parents should train up
their Households,” by Dr. Waterbury, of Boston; the other,  The Church and ™
Children,” a sermon preached at the opening of the Synod of New York and Jersey, ‘g
the Rev. J. P. Wilson, D. D., published by J. A, Gray, New York. These two WOF
are indications of the fact that the mind of the Church, in its several coxnmunionir?
beginning to be exercised on this important subject. . th‘

Nzaxper's History or Docrrings.—The first volume of this posthumous. work of o
great modern father of Church History has just appeared, edited by Professor J acobi &
Halle. We may notice this work more particularly hereafter. At present we W:ﬁ
merely to announce 4 translation of it by Professor Hitchcock of the Union Theolog}
8eminary, which Mr, Scribner will put to press in the autumn.—New York Evangelist-



