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ERRATUM.

In the Proceedings of Tuesday, February 29th, Page xii of this Table, the
motion of Mr. Workman in amendment to the motion of Mr. Cartwright that the
House go into Committee of Supply, is represented as having been negatived by 174
to 3. Mr. Workman's amendment was ruled out of order, and the following was
that upon which the division took place:-

Page.
"Resolved, That this Bouse in mainiaining the policy adopted by the present and

past Governments in limiting the rate of duties upon the importation of these
classes of articles which are produced in the country, to-the extent required to
meet the wants of the revenue, fully appreciates the national benefits arising
from the degree of protection to the existing manufacturing industries of the
Dominion aforded under that system, but observes with regret that the fluctua-
tions in price, resulting from the uncertain condition of foreign markets, affecting
the Canadian markets, and incapable of being foreseen by the Canadian manu-
facturers, exposed our manufacturing interests to unfair competition, and this
House, while now ready to record its approval of the general policy of the present
Administration, is nevertheless of opinion, that the said manufacturing interesta
deserve the continued fostering care of Parliament, and that the time has arrived
when the Government of the Dominion should inform the Imperial Government
that the Parliament or Canada deems it necessary to revive some of the features
of a former policy by imposing differential duties ; and to indicate, further, that
in order to meet the difficulties against which Canadian manufactures are strug-
gling, and in the general interests of the Canadian publie, and to bring the
ritish and foreign manufacturer on nearer terms of equality in the Canadian

market, this Bouse would be prepared to approve of any measure to be submitted
to them by the Administration whereby a rate of not less than ten per cent. should
be added to the existing importation tarif against such articles of foreign manu-
facture, of which the same classes are manufactured in the Dominion by way of
difference to that extent in favour of like classes of productions of the Mother
Country."-H r. Irving............................... ................................. .............. 311



CA-NADA.

DEBATES OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
FOR THE

TLIIRD SESSION OF THE SRD PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION
OF CANADA CALLED FOR THE DESPATCH OF BUSINESS
ON THE 1OTH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1876.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THURSDAY, February 10.

The Parliament which had been pro-
rogued from the 8th day of April, 1875,
and thence from time to time to the
10th day of February, 1876, met this
day for the despatch of business at
three p.m.

A Message from His Excellency the
Governor General, by R. E. Kimber,
Jr., Esq., Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod, was received commanding
this honourable House to attend im-
mediately in the Chamber of the
Senate. Accordingly Mr. Speaker
with the House went up to His
Excellency, and having returned,

REPORTS RELATING TO ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER read certificates
from Judges relating to Elections in
the following constituencies -

For the Electoral District of Gaspe ; for
the Electoral District of Centre Toronto;
for the Electoral District of Ramilton; for
the Electoral District of the County of Monk;
for the Electoral District of Napierville; for
the Electoral District of the North Riding of
the County of York ; for the Electoral District
of the North Riding of the County of Perth;
for the Electoral District of Dorchester; for
the Electoralq)istrict of Montreal West; for
the Electoral District of Montreal Centre; for
the Electoral District of Argenteuil; fpr the
Electoral District of Chambly ; for the
]etotal District ofih* Nert Riding· of the

eiaçofenfrew.

INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER then referred to the
practice inaugurated at the opening of
the present Parliament with regard to
the introduction of irnbers. Hb
thought at the time that at ensuing
Sessions that practice would create dh-
necessary confusion, and, as all were
aware, very serious inconvenience had
arisen from its adoption. Nothing had
been doue in regard to the matter, but
he presumed there would be no diffi-
culty in determining what ought to be
doue. His own impression was that it
would be better to revert to the old
practice ; at all events hon. gentlemen
who had been a Session out of the
House must be introduced. Hon.
gentlemen who were members during
the last Session, and who had since
been unseated and re-elected might
take their seats without the formality
of an introduction. But any gentle.
man who had been one Session ont of
the House must be regarded as a new
member and ought to be introduced.
It would be better, however, to revert
to the old practice and have everybody
introduced.

The new members were then intro-
duced and took their seats.

THE SPEECH FROM TRE THRONE.

fMr. SPEAKER reported that th6
flouse had this day attended his Eh-
cellency the Governor General in thë
Ghamber of the senat, when Uiis



2 The Speech from [COM

Excellency was pleased to make a most
gracions speech from the Throne, of
which he had for greater accuracy
obtained a copy, as follows:-

Bonrable Gentlemen ofthe &nae:
Gentlemen ofthe House of Commona:

I have much pleasure in again calling you
together to attend to the business of the
*ountry.

Since yoeu last assembled it has been my
happiness to visit the Mother Country, and to
have had the opportunity while there of
calling public attention to the remarkable
progress of the Dominion, and of giving
expression to the feelings of attachment to the
person of Her kajesty and the interests of the
Empire which animate the Canadian people.

The great depression which has prevailed
throughout the neighboring countries for sev-
eral years, and which has more recently been
felt in the old world, causing a general stag-
nation of business, has extended to Canada
and has seriously affected our trade. At the
ame time, we have reason to be grateful for
au abundant harvest; and while I deeply regret
the suffering which exista among certain
classes and in particular localities, I believe
nevertheless that the great bulk of our people
continue to enjoy a condition of reasonable
prosperity:

I am happy to be able to congratulate you
on the fact that the great railway undertak-
Ing, connecting the former Province of
Canada with the Maritime Provinces, provided
for by the Act of 1867, is approaching comple-
tion. Early in the coming summer, the small
portion of the Intercolonial line not already
la operation will be opened, when the con-
nection with other systeis of railway will be
formhed, so as to enable passengers and traffic
to pass over continuous lines of railway from
Tia.lifax or St. John to the extreme Western
railways of Ontario.

The opening of the Prince Edward Island
Railway during the pastyear marks an epoch
in the history of that Island, and cannot but
exert a beneficial influence on the people, and
add to their material prosperity.

Every effort has been made to obtain an
early settlement of the claims of Canada for
compensation for the use of her Fisheries by
the United States, as provided by the Treaty
of Washington. Her Majesty's Government
In the early part of last summer, at the
instance of my advisers, appointedthe British
.,ommissioner, but I regret to have to state
that the United States Government have not
yet appointed a Commissioner, and that con-
sequently no progress has been made.

I have given effect te the Supreme and
Exchequer Court Act of last Session by issuing
the proclamations, and by appointing the
Judges and officers of the Court.

A Bill to simplify and amend the law relat-
1ng to Common Carriers will be submitted for
year consideration.

Mr. PAnML

MONS.] the Throne.

A Bill will be brought before you contain.
ing provisions for affording greater security
to policy holders in Life Assurance Com-
panies.

The want of reliable and systematised
information relating to the several classes of
crime and the importance of collecting 'and
classifying criminal statistics have engaged
my attention. A Bill will be introduced te
provide for what is most essential in this
direction.

You will be asked to make provision for
the commencement of the work of consolidat-
ing the Statute Law.

The Acts relating to the enfranchisement
of Indians and the management of Indim
affairs have been fully considered, and steps
have been taken to ascertain the views of the
Indians themselves. A measure on this sub-
ject will be submitted for your approval.

A measure will be introduced to provide
for the better administration of the estates of
insolvent Banks.

Gentlemen of the House ef Commons:

The accounts for the past and the Estimates
for the next financial year will be laid befors
yon. The Estimates have been framed with
every possible economy consistent with the
public interests. I regret that the depression
in trade to which I have alluded, has seriously
affected the revenue. It will be necessary in
view of this circumstance to curtail the ex.
penditures in the several branches of the
public service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the &nate:
Gentlemen of the House of Co mmons:

Correspondence, Reports, and otheq Papers
regarding the construction of the Pacific Rail-
way will be laid before you.

During the recess, a deputation from the
Goverument of Manitoba visited Ottawa to
invite the attention of the Government of
the Dominion to the circumstances of that,
Province. They represented that the income
of the Province wAs insufficient to provide for
its ordinary governmental expenses. The
papers on this subject will be laid before you,and certain propositions will be submitted for
your consideration. The Legislature of Mani.
toba has in the meantime adopted some
measures to reduce the expenditures of the
Province.

I invite your earnest attention to the
several subjects mentioned, and to the general
business which will corne before you, and I
trust that your deliberations may be guided
by wisdom and moderation.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKEN-
ZLE it was resolved that the Speech of
His Excellency be taken into consid-
eration to-morrow.

PRINTING OF VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved :
That the Votes and Proceedings of the

House be printed, being first peruud by
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Ni. Speaker, and that he do appoint the
pinating thereof; and that no person but such
a he shall appoint do presume to print the
gme. Carried.

STANDING CoMMITTEI!ÙS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved:
That Select Standing Committees of this

E[ouse for the present Session, be appointed
for the following purposes :-1. On Privi-
loges and Elections.-2. On Expiring Laws.-
3. On Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines.-4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills.-5.
On Standing Orders.-6. On Printing.-7. On
Public Accounts -8. On Banking and Com-
merce.-9. On Immigration and Colonization,
-which said Committees shall severally be
empowered to examine and enquire into
all such matters and things as may be referred
to them by the House; and to report from
time to time their observations and opinions
thereon ; with power to send for persons,.papers
and records.

Mr. MACKENZIE said-I would
mention to the House, with reference
to this motion, that the matter of
reporting the Debates should be assign-
od to the Printing Committee as
part of their- duties, and that they
should be named the Standing Com-
inittee on Reporting and Printing. I
mention this at present as I find it will
be necesssary immediately to refer the
reporting of the Debates to them.

The motion was carried.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
following:-

That if anything shall come in question
touching the Return or Election of any
Member, he is to withdraw during the
time the matter is in Debate; and al Mem-
bers returned upon double Returns are to
withdraw until their Returns are determined.

That if it shall appear that any person
hath been elected or returned a Member
of this House, or hath endeavoured so
to be, by bribery or any other corrupt
practices, this House will proceed with the ut-
most severity against all such persons as shall
have been wilfully concerned in such bribery
or other corrupt practices.

That the offer of any money or other
advantage to any Member of the House
of Commons, for the promoting of any
niatter whatsoever, depending or to be tran-
sacted in the Parliament of the Dominion of
Canada, la a high crime and misdemeanor,
-and tends to the subversion of the Constitu-
tion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it might be
more convenient, if, instead of moving
these resolutions at the commencement

of every Session, they were made a
standing order of the House and incor-
porated in the Rules.

The motion was carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE laid on the
Table the Report of the Department of
Public Works ; also the Report of the
special commission appointed to inves-
tigate the nature and extent of the
Baie Verte Canal.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE presented the
Trade and Navigation Returns for 1876.

Hon. Mr. VAIL brought down the
Report of the Militia Department.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKENZIB
the House adjourned.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

FRIDAY, February 11.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. John Short, the Member elect
for Gaspé, was introduced by Hon. Mr.
Robitaille and Mr. Caron.

Mr. John Beverly Robinson, Mem-
ber elect for West Toronto, was intro-
duced by Sir John Macdonald and
Hon. Dr. Tupper.

INLAND REVENUE REPORT.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE laid on the
Table the Report of the Inland Revenue
Department.

THE ADDRESS.

Mr. CASEY-I rise to propose the
adoption of the Address which has
been placed in your hands, and which
is the customary answer to His Excel-
lency's speech from the Throne. In
doing so, 1 feel that I have a right to
claim, as is frequently done in such
a case, the indulgence of the House.
The member to whom this task is
allotted can very generally plead
inexperience in Parliamentary speak-
ing. He has also other difficulties to
contend with. His functions, which
are chie:fy those of an echo, are not of
such a nature as to excite any lively

TUe Address. 3
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enthusiasm either in bis own mind
or in the minds of bis audience. How-
ever, I consider that on the present
occasion I am very fortunate in some
of the topics I have to speak upon.
This is particularly so with the one
which first catches your eye, namely,
that relating to His Excellency's visit
to the Mother Country, and the man-
mer in which he brought before the
British public the resources of Canada.
Not only did he on that occasion picture
our material resources and the feelings
of loyalty which he found to exist
here, in the brightest colors, but he
paid us a number of compliments
which I fear we cannot at all times
feel that we deserve. In bis speech
at the dinner given by the Canada
Club in July last he used language
which I hope it is not amiss
to quote. He referred to us as
"that noble comn unity, their kinsmen
and fellow citizens, who on the other
side of the Atlantic are engaged in
building up a nationality cognate to
their own, instinct with the same high
spirit of constitutional freedom, and
determined to prove itself a worthy
member of the British Empire." We
can endorse all this, but when he goes
on to pay a high compliment to us for
the invariable moderation, wisdom,
and good feeling which characterizes
political warfare in this country, we
cannot, I am afraid, receive it without
a feeling of modesty. That modesty,
however, cannot make us less grateful
for the kindly spirit which prompted
the expression. But, Sir, Ris Excel-
lency is careful to repudiate in very
strong terms the idea that ourI loyal
attachment to the Mother Country
arises from an unworthy feeling of de-
pendence. He says:-" So far from
this being the case, no characteristic
of the national feeling is more strongly
marked than their exuberant confi-
dence in their ability to shape their
own destinies to their appointed issue,
their jealous pride of the legislative au-
tonomy with whieh they have been
endowed, and their patriotie and per-
sonal devotion to the land within
-whose ample bosom they have been
nurtured, and which they justly regard
ws more largely dowered with all that
ça endear a' country to its- sons than
AMny other in the world." These are
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manly words, and though they wod
have sounded strangely enough i-m
the mouth of a Governor Genaera'mt
so long ago, they now find an echo in
every heart. It is felt by all that
without a love for our native land, and
its free institutions, and withoutth-de-
termination to preserve our legisati,îe
autonomy to which Ris Excelleney re-
fers with so much approval, we ean
never be worthy the name of a nation,
or attain to that grand destiny whih
awaits us, if we have nDt the courage,
self-reliance, and patriotism to deserve
it. It is well then that this national
feeling should be encouraged, and it is
a happy omen that this encourage-
ment should come from a quarter
where there can be no suspicion
of disloyalty. It is well that the
Governor General should be one
of the first to take a public
occasion in the Old Country to
encourage a national feeling among
us and point out that we have a desf iny
not only as a colony but as a nation.
Ris Excellency, however, has been
careful to guard against any suspicion
of a wish on our part to separate from
the Empire, by assuring bis hearers of
the desire of Canadians to remain a part
of the great British Empire, to share
its destiny, and to fulfil all the obliga-
tions that such a position may imply.
There is no use denying that as part
of the British Empire we will be under
certain obligations; that as a part of
the British Empire we will have to
make concessions and sacrifices, and
will have to undergo a certain amount
of inconvenience that we would not
otherwise have to undergo. - But i
think this House and the country are
unanimously of the opinion that these
obligations are such as we can sustain,
and that the advantages which we
derive from the connection will coun-
terbalance anything we may suffer on
account of it. Ris Ercellency no
doubt had in bis mind some great
scheme of individuality combined with
union. He has considered it bis duty
to assist in developing sueh an i4pa
amongst us, and I have no doubt it
will be: his priv'lege to assist in carry-
ing it out-to assist in carrying otrt
the idea of a Canadian nationarty,.
combined with a wider and more com-
prehensive nationality as member:of
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the British Empire. His Excellency
bas touched uapon this subject, not with
the cold reason ing of the political econo-
mist, but rather with-the'sympathetic
insight and hopeful warmth of imagin-
ation which are often more correct in
predicting the destiry of nations than
mere logic ever can be. I am sure the
House will join in thanking His
Excellency for these expressions 'nd
in hoping that his aspirations
may be realized, and that the people
of Canada may long remain as in his
own words, "not only the kinsmen,
but the fellow citizens " ofthose from
whom on the other side we derive
our political existence. But a picture
cannot be bright all over. We cannot
look at the state of business in the
country since last year without very
serious thoughts ; the wonderful pros
perity we have had for years has led
us, perhaps, into extravagance in
living, over production in some lines
and over importation in others. This
bas brought about an inevitable
depressible in trade, and although the
depression has been sufficient to cause
difficulties, it is hardly sufficient to
,cause anxiety, mach less alarm. The
,evil is producing its own cure. Those
who have spent or produced too much
have been obliged to curtail their
-expenditure and production. The
result will be an accumulation of
money in the country and a stoppage
of that waste of çur productive powers
that has been going on too largely for
the good of the country: The depres-
sion of trade will be only temporary.
T he country is not poor, it is only in
such a position thaf it is not able to
realize and employ- all its capital.
Another reaction must soon take place
-and set the vheels of commerce again
in motion; arid probably by the
time His Excellency favors us with
another speech, he will be able to tell
us that this state of things has passed
sway, and prosperity again prevails
throughout the country. This depres-
sion in trade has naturally caused a
decrease in the national income as
pointed out in the speech. The decrease
like its cause must be only temporary.
With increased imports the revenue
mast become again elastic, and
it is highly creditable to lis Excel-
Iency's advisers that, instead of recom-

mending any rash attempts to force on
the prosperity of the courtry or artifi-
cially increase the revenue, they have
recommended a course of economy in
public expenditure that will be accepta-
ble to the country at large. If this re-
medy proves good in the commercial
world there is no reason to suppose that
it will not also be successful in that of
polities, and if commerce be restored
to its ordinary condition the same will
take place with regard to revenue. It
is also noted in the speech that this de-
pression has not prevailed to such a
great extent in the agricultural dis-
tricts. This is quite correct; the crops
have been unusually good throughout
the country, and the markets have been
very fair also. Even where this has
not been the case, the abundant crop
has prevented any possibility of hard-
ship or suffering among the agricul-
tural classes. The next item of import-
ance that requires our attention is the
reference to the completion of the Do-
minion railways in the east. It is a
cause for congratulation that the
final opening of the Intercolonial Rail-
way will next summer mark the com-
pletion of an undertaking which we
commenced at Confederation for the
purpose of binding ourselves somewhat
more closely to the people of the East-
ern Provinces. It is to be hoped
the railway will have that effect. We
must also hope, and hope strongly, that
although its route was not chosen for
commercial purposes, it will secure
sufficient communication between our-
selves and the Eastern Provinces to
accomplish fully its political object.
The railway on Prince Edward Island
is also a great boon to the people of that
Province. and will enable them to start
afresh as members of the Dominion
with the prospect of a prosperity
which they never had in other days.
It is only to be hoped that some link
may be provided betweenthat rai lway
and the mainland so that communica-
tion may be uninterrupted all the year
round. Another subject of importance
naturally connected with this is the
production of the papers and corres-
pondence in reference to the Pacifie
Railway. I think I would not be far
astray in supposiqg that the corr
pondence will refer to the negotiatiQns
between our Government and that of

Address. 5



6 The

British Columbia, with regard to the
building of the railway on Vancouver
Island. A Bill for the construction
of such a railway passed this House
last Session. The building of that
road was part of a proposal from
our Government in çonsideration of
the inevitable delays in carrying out
the bargain which the late Gov-
ernment entered upon. This Bill did
not pass the Senate, and it remained
for the Governinent to consider what
was to be substituted. The offer of
a lump sum instead of a railway on
the Island was decided on. With re-
gard to the remainder of the proposal,
for the work on the mainland, the
obligation of the Government remains
the same as ever, and there is no rea-
son to judge that they have given up
their intention of going on with the
the road. But it must be remembered
that the former proposal, as well as the
latter, was subject to the resolution
adopted by this House that we should
not be bound to increase the rate of
taxation for the completion of this rail-
way. It appears then that we were
never bound, nor are we now bound, to
lay additional burthens on the country
for the building of this railway, but
only to go on with it as rapidly as pos-
sible. Other reports by the engineers
engaged in the survey of the Pacifie
Railway will, I understand, show that
very considerable progress has been
made during the recess. They will
show that in the Cascade and IRocky
Mountain ranges explorations have
been made in hitherto unexplored
districts, and more favorable routes
have been discovered. They will show
also that there are still large unexplored
regions in that country whieh it will
perhaps-be well to look into before
fnally adopting a route for some parts
of the road. However, considerable
progress has already been made in the
location of the railway, and it is under-
stood that further explorations will be
made next year. Mr. Selwyn, Director
of the Geological Survey, has visited
a portion of the country known as
the Peace River district, considerably
north of the first place chosen as the
route of the Pacifie Railway. le re-
ports that where tl river cuts through
the ]Rocky Mountain region the moun-
tains practically disappear, and only a
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district of rolling country covered for
the most part with prairie-soil appears.
On the Pin e River there is a pass whose-
elevation is not more than two thousand
feet above the sea, scarcely half the
altitude of the Tête Jaune Cache,which
was considered formerly so favorable.
This extends not only through the
Rocky Mountain Range but up to the
very edge of the Cascade Mountains.
Through this an outlet could probably
be obtained to some point on the Paci-
fie Coast-to Bute Inlet or Gardener
Channel, for example. The climate of
this country Mr. Selwyn reports on
very favorably. Even as far north ai
Lake Arthabaska, he obtained speci-
mens of wheat of fine quality which
were produeed there from grain sown
in May and reaped in August of
this year. When the House remem-
bers that this point is over 600
miles north of Fort Garry, it will
be seen that the country there is
better than we ever expected to find
it. Mr. Selwyn's reports point to the
conclusion that the country is well
worthy of consideration. We are also
called upon in the Address to note that
the Government has taken all neces-
sary steps to secure the settlement of
our claims in regard to the Fisheries
under the Washington Treaty. It is
well-known to the House that the,
settlement of these claims was post-
poned simply on account of negotia-
tions with regard to reciprocity. Now
it appears that our Government lias
taken the necessary steps by appoint-
ing a Commissioner, and we may
hope the matter will soon be brought
to an issue. I cannot belp,, on behalf
of myself, and perhaps some other
Members who feel as 1 do, expressing-
a wish that some more definite basis
might have been establisbed for the
settlement of this matter. We all re-
member that it was in order to ascer-
tain the extent of our claims in regard
to those Fisheries that the Eigh Joint
Commission was first asked for by our
Government. It is also known that this
Commission broke up without having
come to any decision on that matter, so
that the question of the extent of
our as well as of the American
claims remains exactly as it was be-
fore the Commission sat. There are,
consequently, certain embarrassments.
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in regard to those claims which would
never have existed if the Washington
Commission had fulfilled its original
dèsign and given an authoritative
expression of opinion thereon. I have
every confidence, however, that the
present Government will use its best
efforts to obtain justice for us,
but the House will remember
that the Government is subject to
e'barrassments and difficulties which
it would not have experienced if
affairs had turned out differently at
the time the Washington Treaty wa§
arranged. We can join very heartily
in his Excellency's congratulation on
the subject of the establishnrent of the
!upreme Court for this Dominion. It
is a Court representative of all parts
of the Dominion-a Court composed
of Judges of great authority, which
by its personnel, by its representative
character, will be able to give decisions
which will meet with general accep-
tance throughout the country. It is
also worthy of notice that it was
intended to be, and is, a Court of final
decision. It was felt by the Govern-
ment, no doubt, at the time of the pas-
sage of the Bill, that the right of
unlimited appeal was unjust to poor
uitors as compared with wealtby

ones in great cases, and that
ome means ought to be provided

by which final decision might
be obtained without leaving our own
country. This was no doubt one of
the objects intended by the establish-
ment of the Supreme Court, and we
have every reason to suppose, from its
composition that its decisions will
be willingly accepted as final by
all who have occasion to come
before it. It bas been asserted that
there was an intention in the estab-
lishment of this Court to take away
one of the innate rights of British sub-
jects-that of final appeal to the foot
of the Throne. This, the House
knows, is a right which no Act of ours
tan take away, and it is not attempted
to take it away by this Bill. The Bill
merely provides that those who choose
to ask the judgment of the Supreme
Court on their cases must accept
that judgment as final. They have
atili, as before, the right to appeal to
the Privy <ouneil, or to the foot of the
Throne, am it is called, instead of to our

Supreme Court; but those who appeal
to that Court are asked to accept its
decision. That was the understanding
when the Bill was introduced, and I
think the Ilouse and the country are
in no different framë of mind concern-
ing it this Session. The attempt to
represent this clause of the Bill as an
attack upon the close relations which
exist between us and the Mother
Country, I think the Biouse will feel
to be unpatriotic, and calculated to
arouse ill feeling between us and the
Mother Country, and not to realize the
prospects alluded to in the early part
of the Address. We have further to
consider the application of our friends
in Manitoba for better terms, and the
action of the Government connected
therewith. The circumstancea of that
Province have been from the beginning
rather peculiar. To use a common
phrase, they have never had " a fair
start." Their increase in population
has been great, the expenses of
government have naturally increased
along with it, and there seems to be
no impropriety in their asking for soine
better terms thai they formerly had.
Their case is further strengthened by
the fact that they have shown a disposi-
tion to economise in local expenditure
and not to waste the subsidies they have
received from us. There are several
other Bills in the Addiess which I
might refer to at greater length had I
not already spoken so long. The Bill
to regulate the responsibilities of Com-
mon Carriers; the Bill in regard to Life
Assurance Companies; the Bill in re.
gard to Crimina) Statistics, and that
in regard to the enfranchisement of
Indians, are all subjects which
the House must feel to b of very
great importance. If I were even te
speak on those subjeets at considerable
length I could probably give few
details which would enlighten the

louse. I therefore pass them over
with this brief reference. Perhaps in
regard to some of these and other
matters in the Address, the Bouse may
be favored w'ith some remarks from
the gentleman who is to second the
Address, and who will probably make
up for any omissions of mine. I will
conclude by saying that I believe the
bill of fare laid before us containa
quite enough work for a busy session
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of moderate length, and I believe
the House cordially joins with Ris
Excellency in hoping that our deliber-
ations may be guided by prudence and
moderation, and that bis compliments
to us may be well deserved during the
session. Mr. Casey concluded by mov-
ing the following resolutions:

1. That an humble Address be pre.
eented to His Excellency the Governor
General, to thank lis Excellency for
his gracious speech at the opening of
the present Session ; and further to
assure His Excellency,-

2. That we are grateful to Ris Ex-
cellency for calling us together to
attend to the business of the country
at this early and convenient scason.

3. That we learn with the greatest
satisfaction, that since we last as-
semb!ed it has been His Excellency's
happiness to visit the Mother Country,
to have had the opportunity while
there of calling public attention to the
remarkable progress of the Dominion,
and of giving expression to the feelings
of attachment to the person of fier
Majesty and the interests of the Em-
pire which animate the Canadian
people.

4. That we have been grieved to ob-
serve that the great depression which
has prevailed throughout neighbouring
couritries for several years, and which
has more recently been felt in the Old
World, eausing a general stagnation of
business, bas extended to Canada and
has seriously affected our trade. But,
at the sane time, we feel with
Ris Excellency, that we have reason
to be grateful for anabundant harvest;
and while we deeply regret the
euffering which exists among certain
classes aiid particular localities, we
believe, nevertheless, that the great
'bulk of our ))ple enjoy a condition of
reason.able pirosperity.

5. That we receive with much plea-
sure His Excellency's congratulations
on the fhet that the great railway un-
dertaking, connecting the former Pro-
'vince of Canada with the Maritime
Provinces, provided for by the Act of
1867, is approaching completion, and
his assurance that early in the coming
summer, the small portion of the In-
tercolonial line not already in opera-
tion will be opened, when the connec-
tion wth other systems of Railway
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will be formed, so as to enable passen-
gers and traffic to pass over continuous
linos of Railway from Halifax or St
John to the extreme Western Railway
of Ontario.

6. That we agree with Ris Excel-
lency, that the opening of the Prince
Edward Island Railway during the
past year marks an epoch in the
history of that Island, and cannot but
exert a beneficial influence on the
people, and add to their material pros-
perity.

7. That we are well assured, that
every effort has been made to obtain
an early settlement of the claims of
Canada for compensation for the use
ofher Fisheries by the United States,
as provided by the Treaty of Washing-
ton ; and we are sorry to learn that
although Her Majesty's Government
in the early part of last summer, at
the instance of His Excellency's ad-
visers, appointed the British Commis-
sioner, His Excellency bas to state
with regret that the United States
Government have not yet appointed a
Commissioner, and that consequently
no progress has been made.

8. That we have seen with great
satisfaction that Ris Excellency has
given effect to the Supreme and
Exchequer Court Act of last Session
by issuing the proclamations, and by
appointing the Judges and officers of
the Court.

9. That we shall give our most care-
ful consideration to any Bill to simpli-
fy and amend the law relating to
Common Carriers which may be sub-
mitted to us, as well as to any Bill
that may be brougbt before us contain-
ing provisions for affording greater
security to policy holders in Life As-
surance Companies.

10. That we thank Ris Excellency
for informing us that the want of ré-
liable and systematized information
relating to the several classes of crime
and the importance of collecting and
classifying criminal statistics have en-
gaged his attention ; and we shall
willingly consider any Bill which may
be introduced to provide for what is
most essential in this direction.

11. That we shall cheerfully imake
such provision as may be found neces-
sary for the commenceient of the
work ofconsolidating the Statute Law.

[COM'MONS.) Addressý



[FEBRTYARY 11, 1876.]

12. That we are glad to learn that
the Acts relating to the enfranchise-
ment of Indians and the management
of Indian affairs have been fully con-
sidered; that steps have been taken to
ascertain the views of the Indians
themselves, and that a measure on this
subject will be submitted for our appro-
val.

13. That any measure which may
be introduced to provide for the better
administration of the estates of insol-
yent Banks will receive our earnest
attention.

14. That we thank His Excellency
for the assurance that the accounts for
the past and the Esti mates for the next
financial year will be laid before us;
and that the Estimates have been
framed with every possible economy
consistent with the publie interests.
That we regret to learn that the de-
pression in trade to which he has
alluded bas seriously affected the
revenue; and that it will be necessary,
in view of this circumstance, to curtail
the expenditures in the several
branches of the publie service.

15. That we shall consider with the
deepest interest the correspondence.
reports, and other papers regaiding
the construction of the Pacifie Rail-
way whieh may be laid before us.

16. Thatwe thank His Excellency
for informing us that during the recess,
a deputation from the Government of
Manitoba visited Ottawa to invite the
attention of the Government of the
Dominion to the circumstances of that
Province; and represented that the
income of the Province was insufficient
to provide for its ordinary govern-
mental expenses. That fis Excellency
may be sure that any papers on this
subject whieh may be laid before us,
and any propositions submitted to us
on the subject, shall receive our most
serious consideration; and that we are
well pleased to know that the Legis-
lature of Manitoba has in the meantime
adopted sore measures to reduce the
4xpenditures of the Province.

17. That His Excellency may res+
assured that we shall give our earnest
attention to the several subjects he has
been pleased to mention, and to the
general business which will come
before us, and we trust, with His

Excellency, that our deliberations may
be guided by wisdom- and moderation.

Mr. TASCHEPEAU-(in French)
-I rise to second the notion of my
hon. friend, the member for Elgin
West, requesting this louse to present
to His Excelleney the Governor, Gen-
eral an Address in reply to his gracious
speech from the Throne. If I bad only
to lend my name to this proposition
and only to give to it the silent assent
of the seconder, I would have an
agreeable duty to perform, which I
would be most happy to assume at the
present moment; but constitutional
usage exacts from a member in my
position something more, and Ut this
point my hesitation begins, and I
crave the indulgence of this Hlouse to
supplement the weakness of the appre-
ciation with which I may offer it.
Further, I may remark that I will
only occupy the -attention ofthe House
for a few moments. Bis Excellency
makes allusion in the opening of the
Speech from the Throne to the visit
which he bas made to the Mother
Country since the last Session of Par-
liament, and to the opportunities he
has had of drawing publie attention to
the remarkable progress of Canada, and
of making known the sentiments of
attachment entertained by the Canadian
people for the person of Her Majesty
and the interests of the Empire. Mr.
Speaker, the Canadian - people could
not have a more faithful interpreter
of their sentiments near fier Majesty
than ber worthy representative, our
popular Governor General, whose pre-
sence bas been coveted by eaeh city,
each town, and each part of the Dom-
inion since his arrival in our midst,
and vho has known how to make him-
self beloved simultaneously by all races,
all creeds, and I may add, alI the poli-
tical parties of our country. Our feel-
ings, as well as our needs, our aspira,
tions and oui regrets, could not be ex-
pressed by lips more eloquent, more
sympathetie, or more just in our regard,
than the lips ofthe representa ive of ler
Majesty here. Lord Dufferin lias, so
to speak, changed his role on the other
side of the Atlantic, in making him-
self the representative, the advocate, the
defender, and alinost the panegyrist
of the people confided to his adinin-
istration; and in order to fulfil more
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fitly this role, and do so with a full
knowledge of the circumstances, he
has prudently visited all parts of the
Canadian Empire, familiarizing him-
self with our history, and with the
past of our public men. He has studied
thoroughly the genius of the Canadian
people, noting its peculiarities, and ho
made this study in the quality
of a savant, man of letters, ph.il-
osopher, and statesman. For my
part, Mr. Speaker, as a French Cana-
dian, and as a member of this House, I
cannot forget or pass without special
mention what he has done for my
countrymen in one of his speeches
delivered on the other side of the At-
lantic, in pointing out to the admira-
tion of the English people all the
qualities which he observed amoñgst
us; and in particular our aptitude for
thoroughly comprehending and under-
standing, as well as assisting in the
proper working of the magnificent
political institutions which we have in-
herited from England-our disposition
for enjoying, as loyal and enlightened
citizens, the constitutional regine so
long refused to curfathers. I have only
one wish to express, and that is, that
ny countrymen will continue to merit

so flattering a eulogy, and that by their
loyalty, as well as by their moderation,
their conciliatory spirit in their rela-
tions with other races and other cre;eds,
and their respect for the civil authority
and the State, they may ever be known
as models to be followed by the
different nationalities of which, with
them, the people of Canada is com-
posed. A commercial depression
such as has seldom been felt, has
visited the 'New World as well
as the Old, and has not spared
Canada, having seriously affected her
commerce. It is a cloud that darkens
for a moment the sun of our prosperity.
Mention of this trying period could not
be omitted in the speech from the
Throne. Let us hope with His Excel-
lency, that the omens which we now
witness are but the forerunners of
a great commercial revival-of a salu-
tary and lasting activity in business;
and lot us thank Providence for having
saved us from the extreme consequen-
ces of this crisis, which fortunately has
left the germs of our national prospe-
rity intact. The approaching comple-
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tion of the colossal enterprise which,ao-
cording to the Act of 1867,is destined to
unite the Old Province of Canada with
the Maritime Provinces, is an event
which we shall all welcome with de-
light. We can all appreciate in antici-
pation the tremendous results which
will follow for the whole Dominion by
the completion of the Intercolonial.
By going back less than 20 years, when
ordinary communication was so long
and difficult between the Province of
Quebec and New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, when the commercial relations
were almost nil, we can better iinder-
stand the importance of this great rail-
way when it shall be open for traffic,
and when, with the assistance of other
branch roads, merchandise and produca
will be transported without interrup-
tion from Halifax and St. John to the
most distant railways in Ontario. This
enterprise, which is the necessary com-
plement of the work of Confederation,
was long retarded by inevitable eauses,
or rather causes that were preventible,
but in regard to which little trouble
was taken to overcome. The activity
and supervision of the lon. Minister of
PublicWorks since he bas been in power
have greatly contributed to hasten
the day of inauguration, and I hope this
day next year, our friends the Members
for Halifax, St. John, Richmond, In-
verness, Northumberland, Sunbury and
other counties in the Mdritime Pro-
vinces will be able to say that they are
'come to fulfil their legislative duties
without having had to pass through
our neighbours' territory, and that they
have made the journey entirely on
Canadian soil. Our young Province,
the Island of Prince Edward, to which
Heaven has denied nothing in respect
of climate and natural beauty, had not
until last year the advantage of an iron
road throughout ils length. Lot us,
with His Excelleney, congratulateo
it on the opening of the Railway.
I am told it is troubled with détours
and caprices. But an alley toc
straight through a beautiful gardon
would spoil the garden's picturesque-
ness. Our lovely little Island of
Prince Edward, which is nothing
less than a gardon surrounded
by water, did not want a direct alley,
which would have destroyed the poetry
of the thing and suppressed the pio-
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turesque. And this is why its little
railway, which is hardly more than an
unpebbled alley, is a little longer than
other lines, and why it winds a little
and-]et us say the word-is a little
more crooked than are generally the
railways in countries which are not
gardens. It costs me a pang to leave
this little terrestrial paradise to speak
of other questions which form the sub-
ject of the Speech from the Throne.
But constitutional usage, of which I
am the slave at this moment, does not
leave me a choice. The House will be
happy to learn that if there is some
delay in the settlement of the compenà
sation that we have a right to receive
from the United States for the enjoy-
ment of our Fisheries, in virtue of the
Washington Treaty, this delay is not
the work of our Government, which
has already caused an Imperial Com-
missioner to be named. We shall
probably know during the present Ses-
sion the reason why the American
Government holds back from naming
its Commissioner. It is exceedrngly
to be regretted that such a delay
should have occurred in the settle-
ment of this international ques-
tion, and in the interest of a good
understanding, and of the harmony
which should continue to exist between
the Canadian and American people
throughout these negotiations, result-
ing from the Treaty of Washington, it
is important that such temporizing
action should not be renewed. Good
bargains make good friends, but on
condition that both parties to them are
prompt in settlement, and that the
time agreed upon is not allowed to pass
by. Two of the most important events
of the recess were the publication of
the two proclamations giving effect to
the Supreme Court and Court of Ex-
chequer Act. The first of these pro-
clamations, dated September last, puts
this Act in force so far as relates to
to the appointment of the Judges and
Officers of the Court, whose tenure of
office in fact dates from the beginning
of October. The second proclamation,
dated the 11th January of this year,
has allowed suitors to address them-
selves to this tribunal, which since
then has commenced to exercise itsjuris-
diction in every way. The establisment
of this High Federal Court has been

viewed favorably by the public, and the
necessity Of its existence understood.
The most eminent men or both sides of

'the House have united together to
achieve the triumph of this measure.
The doubts which have been expressed
by some members as te the constitution-
ality of some of the provisons of this law
(and I must add I was one of them)
were not shared by those hon. mem-
bers who had for the moment agreed
to a truce of their party quarrels with
a view to come to an understanding as
to the provisions of this measure.
Thanks to this understauding, we were
enabled yesterday to see ranged around
His Excellency-draped in their robes
of office, combining richness with
severity, and which, had it not been
for the ermine and scarlet, I might
almost describe as monastical-those
distinguished men, of whom some have
passed through the successes, the
storms and the reverses of political
life. It is net my province to con-
gratulate the Government upon the
choice of those magistrates. I will
content myself with saying that public
opinion has been fully satisfied and
has been struck with the strict impar-
tiality shewn in making these appoint-
ments. As for the officers of the
Court with whom I have the pleas-
ure of a personal acquaintance, I can
say that their talents, their character,
and their position at the bar fully
justify the choice made by the Gov-
ernment. Let us wait with confidence
until the proceedings of this tribunal,
which we can call our Court par excel-
lence, shall have commenced, and hope
that its decisions and decrees will meet
the expectation of the public, and will
give satisfaction to every Province, te
every face, and to every creed. A
work of the greatest importance, and
one which is becoming imperative, is
presaged in the speech from the
Throne, to wit:-the consolidation of
the Statutes. Scattered here, there
and everywhere, rendered confusing
by the mass of amendments accumu-
lated.during a number of years, these
laws have become somewhat difficult
of reference, and we require a classi-
fication and compilation which will
facilitate researches and make the in-
terpretation more certain. The enfran-
chisement of the Indians and the
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equitable administration of their
affairs are among the subjects to which
the Government has given its atten-
tion, and the House will be happy to
learn that, following on the steps that
have been adopted among the Indians
themselves to discover their senti-
ments, a measure will be brought be-
fore it for the purpose of defining and
regulating the civil and political
rights of the red race. It is
a work of Christian charity and
philanthropy which, if it had been
accomplished in time in other countries,
would have prevented terrible wars and
unheard of cruelties. The Govern-
ment, up to this time, has looked at
the question in a proper light, and its
policy of conciliation and patience
towards our brethren of the woods has
been such as to attract them to us and
render comparatively easy the defini-
tion of their rights and privileges.-We
must expect a diminution of our rev-
enue. The commercial prostration
which has afïected all Governments can-
not but affect us too. But I am happy to
see that by a wise reduction in the ex-
penses of the several departments of
the public service - which the
whole country will applaud-the
Govci-nment hopes to re-establish the
equilibrium of our finances. Anyhow,
we shall not be long before we are
able to render an account of the exact
state of things; and it is probable that
in a few davs the Hon. Minister ofFin-
ance and the hon. member for Cumber-
land will have thrown across the Cham-
ber a sufficient quantity of figures,
that nentbers of this House who, like
myself, are not financiers, may not find
themselves astray more than three
millions.-The Province of Manitoba
has attracted the attention' of the
Government in respect to its financial
position. Whatever the nature of
its wants and demands may ba, we
should, in any case, felicitate it on the
manner, eminently practical, in which
it has been able, before presenting its
case to us, to reduce its ordinary ex-
penses by the suppression of a part of
its administrative machinery. The
abolition of its Legislative Council is,un-
der the circumstances actually existing,
an act of the highest prudence and, at
the same time, of the pu-est abnega-
tion. To save one of its diseased arms it

Mr. TAsCHEREAU.

has courageously amputated the other,
and this latter has lent itself to the
operation in the most gracious manner
possible. Here is a good commence-
ment, and one which permits us to take
a favorable view of the case of Manito-
ba. I know a certain large Province
where a similar amputation would be
at the present moment impossible. It
would prefer to lose the Federal sub-
sidy rather than sacrifice the right
arm of the local constitution, the im-
mortal Legislative Council, the deliber-
ations of which are the delight of the
ancient capital. So let us speak of it
-no longer, that impotent arm will ro-
main bandaged yet a long while, and
will not be cut off if that depends on
itself.-The IHouse eagerly awaits the
correspondence, reports and other
documents relative to the construction
of the Pacifie Railway which are pro-
mised it. The Speech from the Throne
does not announce to us any change in
the policy of the Government in
reference to this enterprise. I arm
glad, for my part, and I would
say to the Government: continue
to follow the tactics of Fabius, and
take the council of the wise Festinan
Lente! The other subjects which are
mentioned in the Speech from the
Throne, and which I have not touched,
as I must keep myself within due
limits, are of great importance, and t'ne
moasures in connection with them will
doubtless be pressed forward with all
the diligence that the want of com-
plete legislation in their regard war-
rants. In concluding, His Excellency
hopes that wisdom and moderation will
preside over our deliberations. Mrn
Speaker, we will not disappoint that
expectation. There are in this Chamber
many confiicting principles, and, un-
fortunately, yet more prejudice in full
ebullition. It cannot be otherwise in
a House issuing from the popular will
of seven distinct Provinces, which but
a short while since had no common tie,
and little or no points of resemblance
with each other. Bat we have nothing
to fear in the matter of excess of lan-
guage, dangerous recriminations or
appeals to passion in a Chamber such
as ours, which has already shewn in the
past so much moderation in its acts,
and so much wisdom in the settlement
of questions the most difficult. I thank
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you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank the
House for the kind attention it has
given me.

Mr. SPEAKEIR-Having read the
motion, asked whether it was the
pleasure of the House to adopt the
Address en bloc, or to have it read
paragraph by paragraph.

Hon. Members-Dispense! dispense!
Mr. SPEAKER-Having read the

first paragraph, asked if it was the
pleasure of the flouse to adopt it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Mr.
Speaker, my hon. friends, the mover
and seconder of the Address, cannot
claim exemption from criticism, for
although they are yoyng mem-bers
they are not new member'. We have
the right to exercise stern criticism in
our reinarks to-day, and in the charac-
ter of an appreciative but stern critic
allow me to offer to both my felicita-
tions on the happy and eloquent man-
ner in which they have done their
duty. As to the speech itself, to
which they have moved a response, I
can say that it is a most harmless and
innocent printed document. I hope
that there is no torpedo under it which
will create an explosion before the
Session is over. However, it looks so
amiable on its face, that I certainly do
not propose, nor do I suppose, that
any of my friends on this side of the
louse will offer an amendment to it;

and so the millenium of which my
honorable friend has spoken, has hap-
pened already. This Address will, I
hope, receive the unanimous assent of
this House. In the first paragraph
a very proper allusion has been
made to Ris Excellency's late
visit to the United Kingdom, and I
cordially agree with everything that
has been said by these two gentlemen
respecting this paragraph, and in
laudation of the illustrious individual
who represents fer Majesty so well
and so gracefully in this country. We
can say here what they have said, and
we can supply what he could not say
in his speech, that his efforts in the
way of explaining the position of
Caeada to the people of England, and
in calling the attentionof the people of
England ·to the feeling prominent in

was done with the view of
b gfitting: this -eountry, and with the

usual happy eloquence and excellent
tact which have always distinguished
Ris Excellency. My hon. friend the
leader of the Government, after a
review of his speeches in West Ontario
on a former occasion, said that he
would not want a better emigration
agent than His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General. That agreeable and
useful duty he performed in a more
marked manner while in England, and
I have no doubt that his specches and
remarks, and the influence which those
remarks will carry with them, from his
high position and from the able and
eloquent manner in which they have
been presented to the English public,
will go far to counteract the effects of
the utterances of the official Agent-
General. The next paragraph is one
which we cannot afford to smite upon-
that is, the stagnation whieh exists in
this country. We must all deplore
that this stagnation exists., It may
be our duty to enquire whether it
is created altogether by sympathy
with the depression existing else-
where, or whether there have not been
causes, or there are not now causes,
which will continue that depression
unless by a Iministrative or legislative
action it is removed. I have no doubt
it will be our duty to address ourselves
calmly, seriously and zealously to the
consideration of that subject. The com-
pletion of the Intercolonial Railway
is a matter for congratulation in this
House, and in this country. I believe
when that road is in full operation we
will have one of the best railways, if
not the very best, on this continent,
and, considering the excellence of the
road and the high class of the work
we have in that line, it will be one of
the cheapest in America. I will not
now, as we are resolved to have no
dissension on this millenial occa-
sion, enter into the question as to
location. I have always contended,
whether as a military work or as a
railway which will have the effect 6f
developing one of the great industries
of the Maritime Provinces, the fishing
interest, or as a road which will have
the effect of encouraging and develop-
ing a great section of the Maritime
Provinefs, which without this Interco-
lonial Railiay wovld eontinue. com-
paratively in a state of stagnatiqn,
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that the location% of this road cannot
only be defended, but can be success-
fully justified. We were informed
that in the early part of the com-
ing summer the road will be not
only completed but actually in run-
ning order. I hope-indeed, I am
sure - my hon. friend at the head
of the Government will early direct
his attention (if he has not already
done so) to the best mode of running
that road, and that he will be in a posi-
tion, before the conclusion of the
Session, to inform this House and the
country whether it is the intention of
the Government to work it directly as
a Government road, or to make run-
ning arrangements with other roads.
Whether ho does so or not, I will ven-
ture to call his attention now, as I
have on a previous occasion privately
done, to the pecessity, when that road
is in actual every-day use, of taking
steps to .protect water-borne freight
coming from the West from undue
competition by this line.-I have no
doubt the Island of Prince Edward is
already enjoying great advantages
from the opening of the Prince Edward
Island Railway. It is true we see in
the newspapers that there are some
faint grumblings in the Island regard-
ing the manner in which the road has
been constructed and is now being con-
ducted ; but I have no doubt the
Minister of the Interior will cast oil on
the troubled waters, and those mur-
murs will be conflned to the Island
and not extended to our quiet arena.
With respect to the clause connected
with the Fisheries and compensation
for their use, I can only say I re-
gret that any circunstances have pro-
vented the appointment of an arbitra-
tor by the United States, and retardedý
the progress of the reference and final
settlement of the question. I presume
.the United States have reasons for the
delay, and if so, that they will be sub-
mitted to this louse. With respect to
the establishment of a Supreme and
Exchequer Court, all I can say is this
-that I congratulate the country and
give due praise to the Administration
for the selection of the bench for that
court. I believe on the whole it is a
strong and efficient bench, that it has
given confidence to the country, and
as sometimes it may be our duty to

Sir Jos A. MAeDONALD.

Âddreu.

criticize, and perhaps animadvert
strongly upon the conduct of the Ad-
ministration, it is but due they should
receive praise from my hands and from
the hands of us al, when they are de-
serving of it. I was glad to see yes-
terday the lively proof of the consum-
mation of that Act. It brought to my
mind associations of Westminster Hall,
and to use an old joke, I have no doubt
experience will show that although
the garb of the judges is bright
scarlet they will show themselves
to be " deep read." The measures that
are propounded, so far as I have been
able to understand the Address, are
merely details of what has happened.
There is no indication of what the
action of the Government is to be for
the present Session. The measures that
are mentioned here are all of a prae-
tical character. They are not of over-
whelming -importance, andI think the
country will not suffer much in pros-
perity, credit or happiness, if not one
of them should be passed this Session.
Still they are practical,, and as we can-
not always be in heroics, we must be
satisfied with every-day business.
The measures respecting Common
Carriers, Life Insurance Companies-
giving greater security to policy
holders-and systematizing statisties
about criminals, are all very well
in their way, and I have no doubt they
will occupy us but a short time. I think
that gentlemen on this side-especially
those belonging to the late Govern-
ment--must thank most gratefully the
present Administration for the testi-
mony that they are about to give to
the value of the legislation of past
years. They do not speak of reform-
ing that legislation. They are going
to continue it, consolidate it, put it in
wax, embalm it for the benefit of pos-
terity. The legislation of the past,
we are assured, is to be put into a
volume and preserved as a monument
of wisdom for future generations.
The Acts relating to the Indians
that are promised, will be of very
great importance indeed. Of course,
until we see them, we cannot say what
their extent may be, or what their
nature. From the manner in which
they are to be introduced, and from
the fact stated that the Indians them-
selves are to be consulted as to their
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view of the legislation, I imagine the
measures to be proposed are of con-
,iderble importance. The financial
-clause is not as couleur de rose as the
beginning of the speech. We are told
that the stagnation in trade has seri-
ously affected the revenue, but we have
the consolation of knowing it is only
temporary, and that by due attention to
economy the depression will be speed-
ily removed. Whether the economies
which are announced in this
clause will affect the efficiency
of the service or not, depends, of
course, on the details, and we can
only judge of that when we see them. I
notice þy the paragraph that it is pro-
posed to curtail the expenditure in all
b ranches of the Government. If so,
there will be a most serious and exten-
-sive bill of economy. When we have
these details we will be better able to
judge the extent to which the econo-
mies are to be carried. I would
deeply regret if this depression should
induce the Government to impede
or seriously obstruct or postpone
the development of the country,
as they be*eve that the depression is
only temporary. We bave already
ýexperienced some of the measures
of economy. I presume that the
abolition of the office of Agent-
ýGenera1 is one of them. It is an
,economy which has been lou<ey called
for in the country and has been at
last completed. The Government de-
serve the credit of having stopped the
leak, but at the same time they must
remember they are chargeable with
having made the auger-hole. At the
time the Agent-General was appointed
I think, from this side of the House,
there were sundry warnings of what
the result would be. in my place,
standing where I do now, I predicted
the disappearance of the Agent-Gen-
eral before long. le has gone,
but I am not at all sure he has disap-
peared from motives of economy.
We have it almost directly from him
(because we see it in a Dundee
newspaper with which lhe is connected)
that it was the result of a diabolical
plot of the Ultramontanes of Canada
-that these Ultramontanes-who hate
the introduction of Englishmen, Irish-
men and Scotchmen if they are
Proteetantâ (and I am not sure

whether he says they would not object-
to them even if they were Catho-
lies )-were resolved to have the
Agent-General turned out of office,
and although .his hon. friend and
my hon. friend the Premier stood by
him as long as he could-and we all
know how long he will stand by his
friends when-they are in the wrong-
he was obliged by the Ultramontanes
to sacrifice one friend and abolish the
Agent-General of Canada. So while
we must thank the Administration for
this economy, we cannot at all applaud
the motives to which their late employé
attributes his removal. Another econ-
omy, I have no doubt, will be carried
out, and if so, it will be in accordance
with the suggestion of this side of the
House., When the Bill for the inaugu-
ration of the North-West Government
was proposed last Session, I said until
there is a larger body of people to be
ruled, the constitutional Governor
of Manitoba might still be entrusted
with the management of the North-
West. As the constitutional Governor
of Manitoba he has little to do, and ho
might very well have given his spare
time-and he had plenty of it on his
hands, and, as I understand, did not
grumble at the labor-to the adminis-
tration of the affairs of the North-West
Territories. But my hon. friend the
Premier, in his usual incisive way,
said it was absolutely necessary that
the Government should be established
without delay, and stationed far away
from Winnipeg and its influences. I
was not convinced, but I was silenced,
and the Bill passed ; but we do not see
that the Government has been estab-
lished after all. I flatter myself in
the calm consideration of the subject
which my hon. friend gave it after the
prorogation, and in his own chamber,
that he began to feel there was no
such imminent necessity as he at
first thought for the immediate ap-
pointment of a second Governor.
At all events no appointment has
yet been made, and as we have no
complaint from the North-West,
and have saved a considerable amount
from the delay, I presume the hon.
gentlenan will make the saving a
per4nanent one by continuing the
mastetly inactivity which he as shown
bitherto with respect to this Govern-
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.ment. We are told that correspon-
dence, reports, and other papers re-
g arding the construction of the Pacific

ilway will be laid before us. We
will, of course, be exceedingly happy
to receive all this info-mation, and to
give it every consideration. No indi-
cation, however, is given in the speech,
(and I must say it is a serious omis-
sion), as to the course to be taken by the
Governient either administratively or
by means of additional legislation on
this important subject. No intimation
is given of any kind, but I presume
it will be forthcoming when we get the
ministerial explanations, which we may
hope for at an early day, in relation to
the reconstruction of the Government
when it was thought necessary to add to,
its strength by the selection of my hon.
friends the Minister of Justice and the
President of the Council. When we
receive this explanation, then, most
likely, we will be informed in what
manner the divergence between my
lon. friends the Premier and the
Minister of Justice on this important
subject has been settled. I presume
that they will grive us some infor-
mation as to what the future course
of the Government will be.. The last
clause of the speech, which refers to,
Manitoba, shows that the hon. gentle-
men opposite are falling into our mis-
take about botter terms. There was a
great deal of talk about the unconsti-
tutionality, etc., of some of our logis-
lation in that direction. But still, such
is life'; my hon. friend bas fallen into
our mistakes. Experience has shown
him we were not so far wrong in our
previous breaches of the constitution
and assaults on the revenue as he thon
alleged we were. J think it is Benedict
who says, " when I declared I would die
a bachelor I did not think I would ever
be married." The same with my hon.
friends: they did not think when they
were in opposition they would ever be
ministers. I hope the longer their ex-
perience extends, and the more they feel
the cares and responsibilities ofgovern-
ment, the more sympathy they will
have with their predecessors; and
when the day will come when they
return to this side of the House-

Mr. BLAKE-That will be theanil-

ßir JOU A. MACDONALD-Th t
Sir Jou A. MAcDONAILD.

wiil be the millenium. I do not think
he enjoys a millenium at the presei
time. I think that there are somo
thorns, sorne tares, whether sown by
their own friends or by enemies I
know not, and I think it is wrong for
us to enquire; but my hon. friends
will admit it is not a bed of roses.
It is not proposed to move any
amendment to this Address. Unless
any hon. gentleman desires to move an
amendment, perhaps it will not be ne-
cessary to move it paragraph by para-
graph, and it can be carried en bloc.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am sure
the Government have no reason teo
complain of the line of criti-
cisn or any of the criticisma
of the hon. gentleman. He has
indicated that in all probability be-
neath the smooth surface of the
speech delh^vered by His Excellency,
there is some terrible torpedo that will
damage the country. The hon. gentle-
man bas made allusion to the speech de-
livered by His Excellency in London.
I can only say, as a Canadian
thon in England, bis knowledge of the
country, and the exertio he made
to bring that knowledge prominently
before other portions of the world,
were of great service to Canada, and
I have no doubt that the country
at large appreciates the efforts of Ris
Excellezey in the speeches referred
to, both in England and during his
tour in Canada the previous year. As
to the hon. gentleman's expression,
that he hoped His Exeellency's efforts
in England would counteract the efforts
of the Agent-General, I think it would
be better not to have made that
remark. Mr. Jenkins was a most
zealous and devoted friend of Canada ;
and whateveP fault may have been
found by the hon. gentleman opposite,
by newspapers in the interests Qf the
Opposition, and by other public bodies
and individuals, there can be no
doubt whateverthathe was extremely
anxious and zealous in endeavouring.
to promote the interests of Canada,
and 1 feel bound to bear testimony to
the character of his efforts. The Gov-
ernment will not at present enter into
explanations with regard to the course
that they have prsuoed in connection
with immigration matters, as the
.ubject will coere upat the proper time.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Quite
right.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I would
not have referred to the Agent Gene-
ral at all at present, but for the re-
marks of the right hon. gentleman.
The hon. gentleman's remarks with
regard to the railway are quite to the
point, and the subject has occupied my
serions attention and the attention of
the Goverment. The running of the
railway is a matter of great consequence
to the country and serious embarrass-
ment to the revenue; but such measures
must be adopted by the Government
and this louse as will utilize to the
best advantage the great public work
for the benetit ofthe Provinces and the
country, and no former difference
between the hon. gentleman and my-
self respecting the route can be con-
sidered for a moment as deter-
mining our acton with regard to
this road. The immediate ques-
tion to which lie has called my
attention now has especial reference
to the terminus of the road at the
western end, and that also has occupied
the attention of the Government. The
hon. gentleman regrets, in common
with all others, the delay which has
taken place in connection with the
Fisheries Arbitration at Washington ;
but lie seems to think that it wili
be possible for us to give some informa-
tion to the House and to the country
concernirg the reasons which prevent
the United States Government from
taking the only step necessary in order
to insure some progress being made.
With reference to that I can only
say we have no such infbrmation
to communicate, and the allusion to
it in the Speech from the Throne
covers all that we have to say Ut
present. The hon. gentiman says,
in looking over the Speech lie
finds in this and other Speeches since
our accession to office, that we have
borne testimony to the wisdom of the
late Administration, as we have not
repealed their acts. He forgets that
many measures of the late Government
were measures that were really
modelled and fashioned by ourselves
when sitting on that side of the
Hlouse. The hon. gentleman asserts,
however, that some of his measures
are now embalmed. An hon. gentle-

man behind me suggests that thoy can-
not be embalmed until they are dead, so
if the gentleman's measures are not in
such a state it is due to the present
Government, as they only remained as
printed documents until passed by us;
but it is not for me to find fault
with the statement of the hon. gentle-
mai. The hon., gentleman points
to the Speech from the Throne as
a very innocent and harmless docu-
ment. The hon. gentleman last Ses-
sion also commented upon the ineager
bill of fare presented, but if he wl
observe the volume since printed lie
will find that the bill of faire was a
large one, and an exceedingly im-
portant one, and I think if lie com-
pares our first volume with any of his
own lie will find that it was not ex-
ceeded iii value by any volume during
the time the hon. gentleman lead the
the House himself. I have anticipated
some of the hon. gentleman' s objee-
tions and have taken the trouble. to
look over former Speeches, and I
find that there are very important,
very remarkable things to be found
therein. I find that the lion. gentleman
during seven consecutive Sessions
brought down a General Election Law;
it never caine up but once; then it
disappered like magie and never
appeared again except in the ·Speech.
As my lion. friend remembers, the Elec-
tion Law was promised seven times in
the Speech; the Court of Appeal was
promised three times, the Insolvency
Law was promised three times, the Ins-
pection Laws were pronised three
times; a Dominion Board of Agriculture
was promised three times; a measnre
on Banking was promised three times,
and during the last Session of the hon.
gentleman's Government he did not
bring in a single new measure. They
were all a mere repetition of forier
promises, and the hon. geiteinan
actually missed the only event of
importance that took place during
that Session. Now, Sir, the hon. gentle-
man expresses the hope that the
economy we have promised in con tr-ol-
ing expenditures in every branch of the
public service will not be of sueli a
character as will retard the execution
of works necessary for the prosperity
of the country. The great publie
works commenced by the hon gentle-
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man himself and his administration are
in course of execution, and necessarily
swells the interest on the public
-debt; and there wili be a constant in-
crease of taxation to meet that debt.
But in all other matters I shall
endeavor to sec that no public in-
terest shall suffer, although we are
bound in a season like the present to
avoid any expenditures that can be
avoided and to curtail any expen-
diture where the revenue really fails,
rather than impose taxation on the
people in order to meet it. The
hon. gentleman has referred to my re-
marks last Session regarding the latest
Territorial Act, and ho has expressed
n hope to-day that having made a
saving for this one year I need not put
that Act into operation, or appoint a
Governor to undertake the government
of those Territories in the way provided
iy that Act. The right hon. gentleman
vould unfairly interfere; and implies
hat the Territory might romain in
uch a condition permanently, as it
ýeed require no supervision but that
>f the Government of Manitoba. But
ny impression of our duty is that

we ought to have that country settled
as fast as possible, with the great hope
of making a transcontinental railway
pass through there to throw in a large
population into these Territories. We
have been at a very great expense in
maintaining British supremacy in these
Territories, and we believe that it is
absolutely -necessary to have an
authority within that section for
the guidance of its affairs. Last
season very nearly two thousand
people settled outside the boundaries
of the Province, and it is time we
should consider how the Government
of Manitoba can be relieved of the
supervision of such a vast country.
The seat of Government is too far
distant, and in order to reach remote
listricts, it is necessary to have
some supervision in the Territories. I
may mention, for instance, in regard
to these Territories, that we found a
great deal of difficulty in preventing
intoxicating liquors being introduced
from the United States. We have suc-
ceeded, I believe, in that, and for the
last six or nine months, we have reason
to think that no liquor has been in-
troduced by the Southern boundary.

lon. Mr. MAcKENZIE.

The Mounted Police have effectually
checked that illicit trade, but, singular
as it may seem, we have actually found
that United States traders have reached
the district of the Peace River with
large quantities of intoxicating liquors
from Alaska, and have succeeded in
that way in turning our flank, (and
producing the usual demoralising
effects among the Indian tribes. I
think it is of the very greatest im-
portance that the British authority
should be formally recognised and estab-
lished among all the tribes of that
country,and that they should be assured
of our thorough and efficient protection
of them, and the justice and liberality
of the Canadian or British authorities.
Therefore, we have considered this
act so desirable. The reason for not
placing it in operation I shall give
on a future occasion, when I havej to
address the House on niatters connected
with that subject. My right hon. friend
was somewhat jocular in his remarks
upon the Manitoba terms. He thinks
that he was right on former occasions,
and that we are wrong because we pro-
pose to make some alterations in the
terms of union of that Province. Well.
Sir, the circumstances are not the same.
I never took the ground that it was not
desirable to consider the circumstances
of any Province in such cases. What
I wanted to urge at that time was upon
entirely different ground, which I need
not enter upon now. Suffice it to say
that the Government feel it necessary
to bring before Parliament the repre-
sentations of the ministry of that
Province. I am happy to say that
they have shown the utmost desire to
meet the views of the administration
here in curtailing the expenditures.
Canada has made very large outlays
in that Province and neighboring
territories year after year, and it
is impossible to consider the posi-
tion of a small Province strug-
gling under financial difficulties, and
having little local revenue of
own, without also considering
what is necessary for us to do in
order to enable them to conduct the
government. Great abuses undoubt-
edly prevailed in that Province
some years ago, but these abuses, we
have reason to believe, are not carried
on at the present time-I mean as to
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eoxpenditure;. and if the Province will
endeavor, as it seems inclined to do, to
lirmit its disbursements to the smallest
possible amount ; and Parliament
should be satisfied with their exertions,
and that the representations they
make are correct, then it is fair to
consider what should be donc under
such circumstances. I don't know
that I have anything further to add
to-day. Upon all the measures of the
Government I shall endeavor to be as
explicit as possible in giving ex-
planations ; and while it may be

quite true, as the right hon.
gentleman remarked, that we are not
lying upon a bed of roses, his state-
ment, which of course ho makes with
the greatest possible regret, that trou-
blesome thorns are causing us some
uncasiness, will not hold. At any rate,
I hope the right hon. gentleman's pre-
diction will not seriously affect our
peace,. or seriously disturb the bed of
roses which it seems, although his
remarks would makie it appear other-
wise, he was very loth to leave when
in power. I am very much obliged to
the hon. gentleman for the terms
of his speech, and hope we shall endea-
vor to conduct the business of the
session with that moderation which
the right hon. gentleman has initiated
to-day.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON - Mr.
Speaker, I desire to call the attention
of my honorable friend, the First
«Minister, to a matter of very grave im-
portance which has stirred the public
mind, in the Province from which I
come, to its very depths during the
last two weeks; and before the first
step in the business of legislation is
taken in response to the speech, I
think it but fair to him and to those
who support him on the floor of this

louse, that ho should be given an
opportunity of making the explana-
tion, which I am satisfied in my own
mind he will be able to give, and which
will be received by the country, or, at
all events, by his friends, with the ut-
most satisfaction. I allude to the
speech, which I cannot but character-
ize as an unfortunate one, made by the
Postmaster-G-eneral in a neighbouring
county not many weeks ago. The
Postmaster-General was undoubtedly,
and it was quite proper, detailed by my
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hon. friend, the First Minister, to ex-
plain the policy of the Government
and to promote the interests of the
Government in an important election
thon pending in the County of Argen-
teuil. Nothing, can be more proper.
Sir, than that a prominent public man
should go into a county on an occasion
of that kind to explain the policy of
the Administration. It is perfectly con-
sistent with the whole course of poli-
tics in this country and in other coun-
tries enjoying constitutional goverl-
ment. Well, if the lon. Postmaster-
GTeneral had defined or explained the
general pohcy of the country (I had
not the good fortune to hear him), we
have never been made aware of it. But
a passage of his speech w-as carefully
reported and sent to the press of the
country, by telegraph, in which he i,
represented to have made a very offen-
sive attack upon the dignitaries of
the Church of the great majority
of the people of the Province of Que-
bee, and constituting a very large pro-
portion of the people of this whole
:Dominion. He is reported to have
made an appeal to the Protestants of
Lower Canada, not as politicians or on
political grounds, or the approved
policy of the Government of which he
is a member, but as Protestants, to
effect objects I need not further de-
scribe. And ho wound up that speech,
Sir, by a declaration that these were bis
opinions, and that he was satisfied that
they were the opinions of his party;
and if lie were not sustained in
the expression of those opinions ho
would resign his position. Now, Sir,
the whole importance of that speech
arises from the circumstance that the
hon. gentleman is a member of the
Administration. If it had been made
by a private member of either
political party, certainly I, for one,
would nover have challenged the
attention of the Flouse to it.
The whole importance of the hon.
gentleman's utterance arises out of the
fact that he is a member of the Admi-
nistration. Two questions arise, and I
desire to put thom to my bon. friend
with the utmost directness, being per-
suaded that lie will answer them with
the utmost direetness. First, whether
when the Postmaster-General left
Ottawa, he had any inclination or had
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given to the ,Postmaster-General any
instructions to take the line of remark
to which I have now called the atten-
tion of the House; and, secondly,
whether, not having given it, as I am
satisfied is the fact, not even having
any such inclination, he now approves
of the substance of those remarks, or of
the good taste, good judgment, and
statesmanship of the Hon. Postmaster
General in making this utterance.
These are the questions to which I
desire to call the attention ofthe First
Minister and of the Flouse.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-My hon.
friend from Chateauguay only men-
tioned a minute or two ago that he
intended to put some questions to me,
and I was not aware of their precise
nature. Hie bas put it specifieally-
whether the Postmaster-General had
any conversation with me before leav-
ing to take part in the election at
Argenteuil regarding that particular
passage of his speech? Well, Sir, if we
had any conversation upon any subject
affecting the Administration's policy
in any way, I should say at once I
would not under any circumstances
mention anything about that convers-
ation. It so happens, however, that
we had no conversation about that or
any other subject affecting the polic'y of
the Administration, and that I was not
aware of what subjects my hon. friend
intended to speak upon. In fact,
I did not know that lie would go
to Argenteuil at ali. fie went to
Montreal on other business, and
proceeded there as a political friendof
the bon. gentleman who is now Member
for the county. As to the second
question-whether I approve of the
speech, I have simply to say that I do
not approve of anything that has
a tendency to bring religion into
public discussion in the polities of this
country. I have a very steong opinion
myself as an old Liberal, that as far as it
is possible to do so, questions relating to
Churches should be entirely separated
from any discussion that may arise in
Parliament. I am a believer, Sir, in the
entire independence of each church, no
matter by what name it may be called,
and I am a believer in having Parlia-
ment in this country relieved from the
discussion of any subject which may
provoke reference to any religious

HOn. Mr. H3OLTON.

questions. I think that is the right
course to. pursue, and,. as I re-
marked in a published letter, the con-
stitution of the country is eminently
favorable to that procedure being car-
ried out. I can only, therefore, express
my regret at the remarks of my hon.
friend, and the tone and interpretation
given to them by many. So far as
that interpretation and tone are con-
cerned I have no sympathy with it, nor
have I taken any part in publie
affairs which would at all involve my
entering into a discussion on these
subjects. I hope I have sufficiently ex-
pressed my own views as a member of
the Administration. I believe that every
Member of this louse has a perfect
right to discuss politically in his own
Province local questions which may
come up, that he may consider. it a
duty to do so, and that for their share
in any such discussions members of
this House are not to be held respon-
sible here. With regard to the views
enunciated by my bon. friend, the Post-
master-General, in his published letter,
addressed to Mr. Power, of' Halifax,
in which ho explained that lie did
not design any attack upon the
Catholic Church in bis speech, I have
no doubt that this was the case, because
I have too much faith in his own gen-
erous disposition, and correct appre-
ciation of the public affairs of this
country to believe that he could be a
party to a desire to assail any religious
denomination in the country. I hope
Sir, that my hon. friend from Chateau-
guay is entirely satisfied with the
explanation I have given.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON.- In reply to
my hon. friend, the First Minister, I
will say that I am entirely satisfied as
to the good faith of his exposition
of his own views, as they are My own
views, but I venture to remind my hou.
friend, that there is a solidarity of
responsibility among Ministers, and
that the declarations or utterances of
private members of the House, or of
private citizens, come within a very
different category from the utterances
upon public questions of Ministers of
the Crown, especially when these utter-
ances are chnched with the strong
declaration that these opinions- are
shared by his Party, and that if they
were not, that he could have no further
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connection with that Party. That was
the point and the only point. I did not
require, and I am sure that the House
or the country did not require any
explanations from my hônorable friend
of his own personal views on a matter
of this kind. His career-his distin-
guished career, of nany years standing,
and the ground he has uniformly taken
in public life, would have forbidden me
supposing for one moment, that he
could personally have been- in sympa-
thy with the attempt-the unfortunate
attempt made by one of bis colleagues
to stir up religions strife in the Pro-
vince ofQuebec ; and ail that I felt at
ail interested to know was not whether
my hon. friend shared thesê opinions,
but whether he approved of the hon.
gentleman's statement, that if bis utter-
ances were not endorsed by his
Party, then his connection with that
party must cease, and to say whether
these utterances were really approved
of by the head of the Administration.
I infer however, and everybody will
infer, fron what my hon. friend bas
stated, that le does not approve ofthat
speech-of the doctrine of that speech,
and of the line of tacties which were,
perhaps, to be inaugurated by that
speech ; but my hon. friend bas
stopped just a little short, and I should
riot have said so if he had not called
me to my feet. H{e stopped just a
little short of saying what I think he
should sav-whether he approved or
disapproved of the substance of that
speech, or of' the time and occasion,
and circumstances under which it was
delivered.

Mr. IASSON (Terre bonne) - Mr.
Speaker, I need not say, that I ar ex-
ceedingly happy to find that my hon.
friend, the member for Chateauguay, is
not satisfied with the explanation given
by the Hon. the Postmaster Generai in
a letter which le lately publi'shed in the
papers, and whieh letter was endorsed
by a part of the French Canadian
Liberal press of the Province of Quebec.
And I an also happy to see that he,
belonging to a cetid different from ours,
thinks that the action ofthe Postmaster
General should be repudiated by every
well-thinking Protestant in this com-
munity. I am sorry to see, Mr.
Speaker, that in an explanation of this
matter, the Prime Minister, after one

of bis colleagues had taken upon himu
self to state at a public meeting, that
though not authorized to speak iii the
naine of his colleagues, nevertheless, le
was so sure of their opinion in favor of
his views as to say, that L'e would leave
the Government if his speech was not
endorsed. I am sorry to see, that the
Hon. Minister of Public Works, the
Leader of this Government, the gen-
tleman to whom we are obliged to look
up, should have stood up in his place
to discuss such a question, instead of
avoiding the difficulty of coming bef'ore
Parlianient and discussing this ques-
tion by dealing characteristically
and imnediately with the offence.
or else his place - should not
b'e at the head of affairs in thi-
country. It is necessary in a
country so situated as ours. and -a
imatter of the hîighest importance, that
men of the greatest moderation shouil
manage our affairs. Mr. Speaker, it
rnight not have been the proper time
on the debate on the Address, as m'y
right hon. friend, the leader of the
Opposition, said, and with our1 stroing
sympathies, to discuss this im-
port[ant question, but it bas made a
great noise in the Province of Quebee.
and bas stirred uli the whole people;
and we, the French Canadian -Con-
servatives of the Province of
Quelee, have been accused of being a
priest-ridden population. Weil, Sir.
there are in every party, there aire in
every creed, there are in every nation-
ality, fanaties; and there are also men
who. though they are not fanatics, are
sometimes carried away by their pas-
sions, or by the peculiar circumstances
in which they are placed, and say
things which they would not say under
other circumstances; but certainly we
could never have suspected that a
Minister of the Crown would have
made use of sucb expressions as the
bon. gentleman bas employed in the
Province of Quebee. That hon. gen -
tleman next sent forth a letter, with
the aid of what we would call a com-
père in French, stating that bis attack
on Conservatives and on the Ultra-

'montanes of Lower Canada-of the
Province of Quebec-was not a reli-
gions attack, but that it was a political
attack. Well, Sir. did Mr. Hun-
tington say that the time had corne
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when the English-speaking Liberals
-no, but when the English-speak-
ing Protestants should ally them-
selves with the ·French-speaking
Liberals of Lower Canada-and this
was the only reason given, that it was
in the interest of free thought, and of
free speech. Now, if the hon. gentle-
man can say after using this phrase,
in whatever letters he may have writ-
ten for the public, and in whatever
speeches he may make, that this
was only a political speech I leave
it to the good sense of this
House to decide whether these expres-
sions, coming from a public man who
is discussing public questions on their
merits, does not show a desire to in-
troduce religious controversies into our
political discussions. Now, sir, the
hon. gentleman says in his letter,-
whatever complaint might be made of
his personal 'views-the party with
which I act was controlled by a power
which declared that free thought was
a cardinal sin. Well, sir, I say that
this is no more nor less than a slander
on the Conservative party; and as a
Conservative, and as an Ultramontane,
-or, as I am called by the hon. gentle-
mail on the other side of the Ilouse
from the Province of Quebec, as the
Leader of the Ultramontanes-I say,
that the Conservatives in the Province
of Quebec-and I speak advisedly--
are ready to give to the Clergy of the
Province, in religious questions, that
submission and that confidence which
according to our creed we are obliged
to give to them; and regarding ques-
tions relating to the material progress
of the country, and the political affairs
of the country, we are ready, and
shall always be ready, to give to the
opinions *of these gentlemen that -re-
spect to which they are entitled, owing
to their high intelligence, their great
virtue, and their disinterestedness;
but we are not ready to give any more.
It has been stated by the Liberals of the
Province of Quebec, the allies of the
honourable gentleman-and I am sorry
for it-and it has been repeated by the
honourable gentleman, in other words,
that the clergy of the country had
nothing to do but remain in their
vestries; but we, the Conservatives of
Lower Canada, say boldly, that we do
not believe in that doctrine at all; and

Mr. MAssoN.

we appeal to the members of thi&
House, and to the whole tquntry, to
both Liberals and Conservatives, Cath-
olies and Protestants, whether, under
certain difficult circumstances, this
principle would be right, and whether,
if the clergy of Lower Canada had re-
mained in their vestries, we would be-
long, to-day, to the noble Empire of
England. I ask you, gentlemen, be-
longing to different nationalities as you
do, and to different creeds as you do,
whether if these gentlemen had not
come out of their vestries, and told the
people of Lower Canada, not only what
was their right towards Him to whom
they are obliged to pay worship, but
also what was their duty towards their
Queen and towards their country, this
country would form a part of the
British Empire; and I say that it doesý
not become any Protestant coming
from the Province of Quebec, who is
acquainted with that circumstance,
to reproach us for being priest-rid-
den, and declare that our priests
should remain wholly in their vestries..
Now, sir, I say more-and let us con-
sider the matter in that sense-whether
we are priest-ridden or not ; I tell the
Hon. the Postmaster General,
that this is none of his business; and
and that it is not the business of any
man who does not profess our creed,
no more than it is any of our business
to interfere with your opinions, or the-
opinions of those who profess a dif-
ferent creed from ours; and the
way iii which they form those
opinions, so long as our brethren
of different creeds, notwithstand-
ing the high attainments of their
clergy, do not wish to follow their in-
structions and do not wish to follow
their guidance, is their own look-
out. So long as they wish to fol-
low the guidance of another class of
men, it is, again, their lookout. The
only thing that we have to do is to see-
that the influence' exercised does not
result in anything that may be detri-
mental to us, but further we have.
nothing to say. Under these circum-
stances, Mr. Speaker, I tvill appeal to
the Protestants of Lower Canada to tell
us whether this is not the case. It is
nothing to you who influences oúr
opinions, and it is nothing to you
whence we take our instructions, 8o.
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far as these instructions result in that
liberal and tolerant policy which every
French Canadian and every Catholic
in the Province of Quebec is ready
to give to all our fellow-countrymen to
whatever creed or nationality they
may belong. Sir, I remember a fact in
my political life, which has not been
very lengthy, and that is, that I have
iever had occasion to speak of reli-

gion on the hustings but once in my
life, and are you aware under what
eircumstances this occurred ? It was
not on an occasion when I appealed to
the religious feelings of my country-
men against a Protestant-that I have
never done; but it was when I was
appealing to the feelings of my Catho-
lic fellow-countrymen in favour ofa Pro-
testant. I was telling them what was
their duty with reference to a gentle-
man who was accused of being a Free-
mason, and of having in consequence
no right to sit in this House. I then
told them that in this country we were
bound to live ainicably one with an-
other, and that we must take the Pro-
testants as they are. You must take us
with our Catholicism, with our feel-
ings, with our principles, and with
our prejudices, and we are to do the
same thing with you. I told my fellow-
countrymen of the Catholic creed it
is understood that a Protestant should
be elected-a Protestant who is to be
chosen possessing his own ideas and
principles; and that if his own creed
and his own belief does not forbid him
being a Freemason, they had no right
to look further than at his political
career, and so you must elect him on
his own merits. And by whom was I
opposed, Mr. Speaker-by the Liberals
of Lower Canada, who said, that it
would be a disgrace to elect a gentle-
man who was a Freemason, and I
am happy to say, sir, that these
Ultramontane prelates, of whom the
hon. gentleman speaks in such a flip-
pant way, have endorsed the position
which the Ultramontane Catholies
took at Montreal in connection with
the election at which Mr. White was a
candidate.

Mr. DEVLIN-Will the hon. gen-
tleman explain what he means by
the term Ultramontane Catholies ?

Mr. MASSON-I think that the
hon. gentleman had better ask that

uestion of the Hon. PostmastE
eneral,or the hon.member for Halifa:

Now, sir, in the speech of tb
hon. gentleman, we find this phrase
" The great battle was imminent; i.
undoubtedly would be fought, and
fought soon." A great battle
between whom, gentlemen-between
the Conservatives, and the English
Liberals of the Province of Quebec ?
No, sir, but a great battle, which is to
be fought between the Conservatives of
the Province of Quebec, and the Pro-
testants of the Province of Quebec; that
is the way in which the speech of
the hon. gentleman wás worded and
he can never get out of that posi-
tion, and J dare say that the
Government cannot get out of it. But
there is more in the speech of
the hon. gentleman than appears on
the surface. There is more-and this is
ingratitude, coming from a Protestant
of the Province of Quebec, ingratitude
towards the Conservative Party; these
are his words: "the intolerance dis-
played by the Conservatives of Lower
Canada during the last few years, was
the result of the fealty, by which the
English speaking people had strength-
ened the Ultramontanes." Well, Mr.
Speaker, I will ask any Protestant of
the Province of Quebec; I wiil ask
my hon. friend, the Member for Cha-
teauguay, who represents a constituen-
cy composed of Catholies and Protes-
tants, and he is a gentleman equally
beloved by both ; I will ask him as agen-
tieman of the Province of Quebec-he is
a party man, and will be ready to give
his opinion for the Protestants of the
Province of Quebec-have the Protes-
tants a right to reproach the. Con-
servatives of that Province with
intolerance, have they a right to
reproach such men as the regret-
ted Sir George Etienne Cartier, oi:
lamented Leader, with intolerance'
I will tell him this, that since Confed
eration the Protestants of Quebec havi
received justice from the Conservative
more than they would have receive(
from the Liberals, and J eau prove it.
At the framing of the Confederation
Act the Protestants were apprehen-
sive that their rights and privileges
would not be secure, and they asked
beforehand that the representation of
the Province should not be changed by
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less than a three-fourths vote of the
legislature. They feared that the Pro-
testant population might be deprived
of a certain number of their represen-
tatives. They did not grant that re-
quest, but Sir George Cartier and my
lion. friend the member for Charlevoix
came forward and said : " It is humili-
"ating that we should have special
"terms proposed to us, but we will do
"anything that we (an to prevent your

privileges being interfered with." And
what did the Liberals do ? They voted
that the Protestants of Quebec should
not bave that privilege, and one Con-
servative member abandoned his party
allegiance, refusing to follow Sir George
Cartier, and voting against the Govern-
ment,who were desirous of meeting the
wishes of the Protestants. I ask the
Postmaster General if, after such an
act on the part of the Conservatives,
he lias a right to reproach them as he
lias done ? Then, with regard to immi-
gration, the Leader of the Opposition
lias spoken of Mr. Edward Jenkins.
When the Confederation Act was
framed, Sir A. T. Galt, who vas then
the leader of the Protestants of Que-
bec, believed that if the immigration
question was left entirely to the Local
Legislatures, we in Quebec, would dis-
courage it. He required that it
should be left to the concurrent juris-
diction of the Dominion and Local
Legislatures. Our leader, Sir George
<artier, submitted to this second humil-
iation, and agreed to give them this
riglht, which was more than a right, and
r say it is ungrateful of the Postmaster
dieneral to say what ho has said. There

:as another question of vital import-
ace--education. Again Mr. Galt had
pprehensions if the Protestant minor-
:y were left to the tender mercy of the
atholics that they would not be fairly
reated. He required, before the Con-

iederation Act was passed, that a Bill
should be enacted giving to the Protes-
tants all the rights they desired in case
they should not get them later. The
number who moved to give them that
right was the hon. gentleman from
Charlevoix, another of those reaction-
ary Ultramontanes. The whole thing
failed only because a member from the
Province of Ontario moved that similar
rights be given to the Catholics of that
Province. The measure was lost on

Mr. MAssoN.

account of the opposition of the Libe-
rals of Ontario, and not of the Conser-
vatives. On that occasion the present
Leader of the Opposition, while being
unflinching in guarding the rights of
Ontario, when the interests of his co-
religionists in Quebec were at stake,
was willing to give us equal rights.
He stood by us when Mr. Howland
and Mr. MeDougall abandoned us.
Even lately, only a few months ago
that reactionary, that Ultramontane
ministry of Mr. DeBoucherville, has
given the greatest proof of its liberality
to the Protestant population of this
country, A deputation of Protestants
went to Quebec and asked that ultra-
Catholic Government to give then a
special asylum for the insanc. The
Protestant ministers and medical atten-
dants came forward and signed letters
showing their co-religionists had all
the liberty they wanted and were put
on the same footing as the Catho-
lics in that Catholic institution.
Mr. DeBoucherville said, notwith-
standing, that if they were not sa-
tisfied he was ready to do the utmost
lie could foír them. I say, then, it is
unkind on the part of the hon, gentle-
man to use such an expression towards
the Ultramontanes of Quebec and call
them reactionary. The lIon. Premier
lias tried, in a letter sent to the public,
and ho is still trying to-day to smoothe
down this speech. In his letter he
says hardly any question involving re-
ligion can arise in this country. If that
is the case why did he allow or why
does ho not disapprove of the speech of
the Postmaster General, who to-day,
comes and makes an appeal to the
Protestants of Quebec against the Con-
servatives. If there is nothing to sep-
arate as on religious and spiritual
grounds, how is it that the Postmaster
General comes before the public and
calls upon the Protestants to unite
against the Conservatives ? And how
is it that the hon. gentleman, knowing
the feeling of the Protestant poputa-
tion of Quebec and of the whole Domi-
nion, instead of saying he disapproves
of the Postmaster General's remarks,
says the hon. gentleman was not under-
stood ? If he was not, it is because the
English language catinot be well un-.-
derstood. The Prime Minister las
given as his political belief that equat

Address.(COMMONS.]



[FEBRUARY 11, 1876.]

justice should be extended to every-
body in this country irrespective of
creed or religion. This is not
the first time I have heard the
sentiment; but I may add, if we
wish peace and harmony to exist
among the different creeds that divide
this country, we must make up our
minds to attend to our own bupiness.
When difficulties arise among Protes-
tants, let it be well understood among
Catholics that we are not to interfere
with them unless the discussion affects
us, and Catholics humbly require that
w-hen things relating exclusively to
their creed are debated, Protestants
shall not interfere so long as there is
nothing in our opinions or actions
that can be detrimental to the Pro-
testant population of this country.
Thereby, there will be tranquility
in this country ; but so long as
there is interference like that of
the hon. gentleman with matters that
ho does nîot understand, there will b
discord. In his speech lie knew every-
thing about what is Ultramontane and
what is not. He told us that the
Ultramontanes are dwindling down
every day, as, for instance, in Charle-
voix. He receives a rebuke from the
Catholics, gets frightened, and says:
" I made a great mistake. The Ultra-
" montanes are ail the Catholies. I was

not attacking Catholics, but Catholic
politicians." There is no difference

of opinion among the Catholics of
Quebec. We signed the famous Pro-
gramme, but in that we expressed our
willingness to give to our fellow-coun-
trymen of all creeds everything that
we asked for ourselves. This is the
tolerance shown to our Protestant fol-
low subjects, and what is granted by
the Conservatives of Quebec. So long
as our views are followed, the interests
of the Protestants in Quebec will be as
safe in the future as they have been in
the past, or as they could be among
the Protestants themselves.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON (in French)-
On my arrival at Ottawa, towards the
middle of January, I presented myself
without delay, at the office of the First
Minister to inform him that the dis-
course of the Hon. Posmaster General,
ut Lachute, placed me in a false position
as a Catholic; that I could fnot admit
the doctrines enunciated, as I under-

stood them, and that in consoquonce I
desired to know whether the Hon.
Minister, on that occasion. did or did
not convey the sentiments of the G-ov-
ornment, and if the latter was respou-
sible for the words he there uttered.
The First Minister replied, without
hesitation, that the Hon. Post-
master General had spoken for
himself only, at Lachute, and not
as the mouth-piece of the Gov-
ernment, and that consequently the
Government was in nowise respoi-
sible for what ho had said. Thus
the responsibility of the Govern-
ment as a whole, and the solidarity of'
each of its members was found to be
disengaged. The Hon. Postmaster
General is evidently mistaken as to
the meaning attributed to certain ex-
pressions used in this country. The
words Ultramontanism and Gallicanism,
which belong Io another epoch, have
no longer their raison d'être, since
Catholics, without exception, recognize
the sovereign authoritv of Rome in mat-
ters of religion. But Catholic Libera-
ism, whieh is more modern, ut least in
name, is the affirmation of the right of
cliscussion in the Church. But this
doctrine 1, as a Catholie, ought to re-
pudiate, and I do repudiate it with al]
the solemnity and all the energy of
which I am capable. As a Catholie I
must also say that I allow to the Church
all authority in spiritual questions.
all rights in its necessary relations
with civil society, its absolute inde-
pendence in its sphere of action,
the superiority of its character by
reason of the superiority of its
object, and its right to the protec.
tion of civil society in the exer-
cise of its functions. Liberal-or, if
you will, Reformer in politics, I am
not so in religion, where, for
me, everything is unchangeable ; and
when my title of Catholie shall become
incompatible with that of Minister of
State, the choice will for nie be easy.
But happily we have not yet come to
that, for at the side of religious soci-
ety exists civil society with its own
distinct attributes. On this neutral
ground, men of all creeds and origins
can meet and work together for the
material well-being ofthe country. One
may remain Catholie, as well as one's
neighbor, without, for all that, partak-
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ing of his opinions upon the adminis-
tration of public affairs; one may dif-
fer with him upon questions of canali-
zation, of railways, of tariffs, and of
general commerce, without ceasing to
be with him in religion. This is, in
short, the view I take of the two orders
of things and their relations with each
other, and if I am wrong I have on my
side common sense, the nature of
things, and even the Church itself,
which proclaims the independence
and distinctness of the two societies
for their respective ends.

Mr. MASSON-Does the President
of the Council approve or disapprove
of the speech, made by the hon. the
Postmaster General? Does he ap-
prove or disapprove-yes or no?

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-The hon.
member makes a great deal of noise.
My declaration has been clear and
distinct, and he will get nothing further
from me. If lie does not understand
it that is not my fault.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN--The Hon.
President of the Council has not made
his speech in English. The great
majority of the Members of this House
have heard the remarks of niy hon.
friend, the member for Terrebonne, but
the great majority of the members do
not understand French. The Premier,
in English, in his own language, bas
made a declaration, and the hon. the
President of the Council, but not in
English, has declared that when he
came to take his place in the Cabinet
he read the speech of the hon. the
Postmaster General, and was so greatly
scandalized, and took the matter so
much to heart, affecting as it did the
principles to which he was attached,
that be went at once to the Hon. the
First Minister, and telling him that
this statement placed him in an exces-
sively false position as President of the
Council, and that he could not accept
the doctrine enunciated by the Hon. the
Postmaster General,demanded whether
the lon. the Postmaster-General, had
spoken in his own name ; and the Hon.
the President of the Council inforns
this honorable House, that the First
Minister replied, that the Postmaster
General had spoken for himself alone,
and that consequently he did not ac-
cept the responsibility of what he said.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON.

Also, that under these circumstances,
the President of the Council was per-
fectly satisfied from the moment lie
learned that the responsibility rested
solely upon the shoulders of the Post-
master General; but why did the Hon.
the President of the Couneil say to this

louse, and say to the country, and
especially to the Province of Quebec
which he represents, or is supposed to
represent, in the Government-that
the First Minister repudiated the lan-
guage used by the Postmaster General;
but lie does not repudiate it. The
First Minister did not say that he
would not accept the responsibility of
the speech made by the Postmaster
General, but simply that the
Postmaster General spoke in his own
name. The First Minister lias not
said that lie repudiated this language,
or disavowed any sympathy with the
insult levelled at the Catholie popula-
tion of the entire country. No, he has
not done so; and the First Minister
has, moreover, to-day, only declared
that the Postmaster General spoke in
his owu name; but, nevertheless, the
President of the Council, the repre-
sentative of Lower Canada in the
Council, for he is supposed to repre-
sent the population of the Province of
Quebec in the Cabinet, has not properly
resented the insult aimed at the
Catholic population of the Dominion
and the Bishops of Lower Canada, and
abandons the great principles which he
professes at least to entertain and sup-
port. An attempt is made to interrupt
me, but hon. members would do well
to remain quiet. When the Hon. the
President of the Council spoke, no one
interrupted him, and when others take
up the debate, they should not be in-
terrupted. I hope that in this Blouse
there is freedom of speech, and that my
countrymen from the Province of Que-
bec will be granted a fair hearing. Of
course, hon. members, when they
think that the argument is going
against their leader, the hon. the Pre-
sident of the Council, may be inclined
to interrupt and to prevent members
from seizing the ideas which I am
placing before the Blouse, but they may
depend upon it that nothing will' be.
lost. Mr. Speaker, as I was stating
when interrupted by bon. members,
the hon. the President of the Council,
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despite the great principies which he
at least professes to hold, has expressed
these opinions and remains in the same
Cabinet at the side of the Hon. the
Postmaster General who bas insulted
the Roman Catholies of Lower Canada,
and the Bishops of Lower Canada, for
whom he says lie has so great a res-
pect, and, I hope that this sentiment of
respect is as strong as lie pretends. At
all events he remains in the Cabinet at
the side of the Postmaster General and
of the First Minister, who does not re-
pudiate sympathy with that which has
been said by the Postmaster General at
Argenteuil, and he does not show to
the prelates of the Provinee of Quebec
the respect which lie pretends to feel
for them. iMr. Speaker, I cannot ap-
prove of the course taken by the lon.
the President of the Council, who does
not say, that because the First Minister
declared that the Postmaster General
spoke in bis own and in his private name
there is no responsibility attached,
for at least the President ofthe Council
should have shown enough respect for
the population of Lower Canada, which
lie is supposed to represent in the Ca-
binet, to say to the First Minister-
"If you keep this man in the Cabinet-
if you retain as your colleague him
who has insulted my countrymen and
my co-religionists and the Roman
Catholie Bishops of this country, I will
be compelled to resign the position I
hold in the Government." But has the
President of the Council done this ?
No! he intends to act as lie has acted
in the past ; lie finds himself on the
Ministerial benches, and there he
intendsto remain, for this position has
cost him dearly enough, and lie is deter-
nined to retain it. Mr. Speaker, the

population of Lower Canada will know
how to appreciate at bis proper value
the ion. the President of the Council,
their only present representative in the
Cabinet, for the other representative
of the Province of Quebec in the
Government is absent from the House
through illness-a circumstance which
J am bound to add I infinitely regret,
but the responsibility of the Hon. the
President of the Couneil is not, on that
account, less great, because he alone
represents his countrymen and co-
religionists of Lower Canada in the.
Cabinet, and more particularly with

reference to a question so important as
this. Mr. Speaker, I was pleased to
flnd the hon. Member for Chateauguay
raising the question without delay and
asking the Leader of the Cabinet
whether he repudiated the language
his colleague the Postmaster General
made use of in the county of Argen-
teuil, and I regret the fact, that not-
withstanding all the influence which
the hon. member for Chateaugney has
with the First Minister and with the
hon. Members who sit beside him, lie
lias been unable to obtain a direct
answer from the First IMinister, for the
First Minister does not give a satisfac-
tory answer to the question put to
him; and there is but one conclusion
to draw from this circumstance, and
this is, that the First Minister in bis
soul and conscience does not condemn
the principles held and language used
by the Postmaster General in the
county of Argenteuil. There is no
other conclusion to be drawn from the
language of the hon. the First Minister,
and this is confirmed by his silence now,
for if in point of fact lie really bas no
sympathy with the Postmaster Gener-
al's speech, why did lie not say so
frankly and firmly, and tranquillize
the Catholic population of the
entire country, repudiating sym-
pathy with the Minister who has dis-
turbed the minds of the population of'
this country by bis language and
sought to excite a religious war in
Lower Canada, and -declaring that he
does not echo these sentiments.
ias not the First Minister in this
relation a duty to fulfil; and
bas not the Hon. the President of the
Council a duty to fulfil ? The Presi-
dent of the Council explains what lie
understands as the meaning of the
words Catholic and Liberal Catholic ;
and lie tells us, that he recognizes for the
priests and bishops of Lower Canada,
and priests and bishops generally,
the absolute right of taking action with
referenfe to religious affairs, but not of
interfering with reference to the con-
struction of public works and matters
of that kind; and, he states, that we
can differ in opinion with our neigh-
bors touching these questions, without
ceasing to be Catholic. There is no diffi-
culty about that, but the Hon. the
President of the Council is playing
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upon words, for he knows that the
reason why the Postmaster General
spoke as lie did in the county of
Argenteuil, was because he pretended,
that the Catholie elergy-the priests
and the bishops-interfere in the elec-
tions ; and why should they not inter-
fere in the elections ? As citizens,
they have the right to take part in
elections, and they simply claim the
right of exercising a citizen's privilege
I would like to see the Postmaster
General or the Cabinet take away
fron the Catholic clergy the right of
eounselling citizens respecting publie
matters in their capacity as citizens
of this country. But, Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member goes further: the Hon.
the President of the Council says that
tie priests cannot express opinions re-
garding material questions, such as the
making of canals, and the construction
of other publie works. It is well known,
however, that at all sessions of this

oliuse, other questions than these are
submitted for consideration - ques-
tions with which religion has certainly
some connection, and regarding which
priests have assuredty something to
say, if the priest have the right to
interfere in and make known to his co-
ieligionists his opinions upon matters
touching the doctrines of the Catholie
Chur'ch. But there is another and a
stronger reason why he should take
part in and exercise hisinfluence upon
elections. and this is the right they al!
claim, and this is- the right which I
am cenvinced my co-religionists of'
Lower Canada and my co-religionists of
the other Provinces, will never with-
hold. Mr.Speaker, the Conservatives are
attacked, and it is alleged that we are
not as well disposed towards the Pro-
testants ap the Liberals who sit on the
other side of' the House, but on all
occasions . and at all periods in. our
history have we not only granted to
the Protestants of Lower Canada their
rights, but even more than their rights,
and we have done so with the greatest
pleasure and the greatest good-will in
the world, while the clergy of the
country-the Catholie elergy--have
always been disposed to sustain the
saie doctrine and do justice to the
Protestant population of Lower Can-
ada. I would refer, in this regard, to a
time when neither Conservatives nor

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.

Liberals, Bleus nor Rouges existed, a
few years after the conquest of this
country by England, when we had but
recently emerged from agreat struggle
between the two great nations, France
and England, and this otintrv had
been transferred to and placed under
the rule of England. At the period to
whieh I make allusion the American
revolution was raging, and the Freneh
King had sent an army to the assistance
of England's revolted colonists. The
word of command was given on oui'
frontier in the struggles with the
British troops, in the French language,
and the White Flag of France which
had floated over this country and over
the walls of Quebee thirteen years pre-
viously, waived over the French rein-
foreanents sent to the aid of the Amer-
icans. A prelate of the Roman Catho-
lic Church over the frontier further
made an appeal to the Roman Catho-
lics, the French Canadians of Lower
Canada, to range theinselves under the
banner of France and fight for their
religion, and for their former King.
Whatiwas the answer which the French
Canadians- my ancestors and our
ancestors-returned to that appeal and
to the French commands ? What did
we do when we saw the White Flag of
France on the other side of the fron-
tier? Did we hasten to betray oui
King? Were we eager to betray the
flag which then floated over us, and
which now floats over us, 'and I must
say I am glad that it does float over
us. What was the reply of the hier-
archy, and the Catholic Bishop of'
Quebec ? What was the reply ot the
Roman Catholie Bishops of the present
Province of Quebec ? Did they say
that they would follow the advice of
the venerable prelate who made such
an appeal from the country which
became the United States ? No, sir ;
they said to their flocks: the King of
England now rules over you, and your
flag is the flag of England; that Ring
and that fiag you must defend. And,
Sir, that King and that flag were de-
fended, and we remained a British
Colony. The country remained in the
possession of England, and remained
u'der the flag of Protestant England
yet we are told that we have done in-
justice to tfie Protestants, and that we
are not inclined to grant them their
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rights. Mr. Speaker, on each occasion
when the rights of the Protestants
have been in question, we have recog-
nized them-we have acted with the
greatest liberality in their regard, and
we have never regretted it.
. At this point, the hour being six, the
House took recess.

APTER RECESS.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN continued in
English as follows: I think that under
the circumstances it is fair that the
House should know what was the sub-
stance of what the hon. gentleman
bas stated in French. The Hon. Presi-
dent of the Council says that after bis
election he came to take his seat in the
Privy Council, and that on his way up
to Ottawa he read the speech made at
Argenteuil .by the Hon. Postmaster
General. le said that he was shocked
with the remarks of theHon.Postmaster
(eneral, and he went imnediately, on
bis arrival at Ottawa, to the First
Minister and told him that the speech
of the bon. Postmaster General had
placed him, the President of the Coun-
cil, in a very false position, and that he
could not accept the doctrines pro-
pounded in that speech. He requested
the First Minister to say whether the
Postmaster General had spoken in bis
own naine or in the name of the
Government. The President of the
Council goes on to say that the First
Minister told him that the Postmaster
General spoke for himselif and him-
self only, and that consequently
he, the Premier, did not aceept the
responsibility of what had been said
by the Postmaster General. Now, Mr.
Speaker, compare that declaration
with the statement made just now by
the First Minister. We found that the
First Minister in bis explanations says
thàt he dii not approve of anything
that would bring religious matters into
the political discussions of this country.
That was about all he said, as far as I
could catch bis words. Well, that is
the only objection made by the
First Minister to the speech. He did
not say he did not take the
responsibility of the speech. He
did not answer squarely the mem-
ber for Chateauguay whether he
approved of the tenor of the remarks

made by the Hon. Postmaster Geieral.
No, he would not answer although the
member for Chateauguay reiterated
his question and declared that lie
vas not satisfied, and also that there

should be a plain answer to a plain
question. Notwithstanding the an-
swer was not forthcoming we tind
from the President of the Council
that the First Minister told him that
the Postmaster General bad spoken for
himself, and consequently he, the First
Minister, did not take the responsi-
bility.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Thlat is
quite correct.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Of course
I did not say that it was not correct;
I assumed that it was correct. The
First Minister just said what I have
read, and bis friend, the President of
the Council, made another statement.
Of course I only compare the two
statements to show what the opinions
of the two gentlemen are; I did not
attack their correctness. It is very
important that we should know
whether these utterances are the
utterances of the Government or
those of the Postmaster General only.
le bas attacked th e hierarchy of Lower
Canada, and the hierarchy of the
whole Dominion, and he has attacked
the Catholies from one end of the coun-
try to the other. lie has made an un-
fortunate attempt to stir up religious
strife. As the hon. member for Chateau.
guay bas stated, he bas made a very
offensive attack on a large body of the
citizens of our country. le bas made
an appeal, so says the bon. member for
Chateauguay, to the Protestants of
Quebec; and that hon. gentleman, the
Postmaster General, sits alongside of
the First Minister of the Crown, and
the Hon. President of the Couneil sits
on the other hand, that great, that old
defender of the religious rights of the
Roman Catholics in times past. He
is ready to reap all the benefits
of the war which the Postmaster G-en-
eral wants to excite against the
Roman Catholics. Mr. Speaker, why
should we be so attacked and insulted
by the Postmaster General.; why should
he try to have us placed under sus-
picion and excite feelings of hostility
botween us and the large body of Pro.
testants of this country ? I was glad
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that it was a Protestant from Lower
Canada, the hon. member for Chateau-
guay, who brought up this question, and
that on behalf of the Protestants of
that section. I have no doubt that he
could not sanction such doctrines as
those propounded by the Postmaster
General, and that he wanted his friend,
the First Minister, as the Leader
of the Liberal party, to disavow
the doctrines. What have we done
to his co-religionists to be insulted?
Have we done him any injustice or
refused the Protestants anything to
which they are entitled? Have we
not, on the ceontrary, always with great
pleasure given them more than they
asked for ? Did we not, long ago, give
them the same rights as we had for
separate sehools ? Can they not educate
their children with as imuch ease as we
van? Is it not a fact that three, or
tur weeks ago the Government of
Lower Canada gave to the Protestants
a Council of Publie Instruction for
their own Sehools, and a President of
the Board separate froni the Roman
Catholie Board. They have eontrol of
their schools, and we have given them
everything they wanted; and yet, the
Hon. Postmaster-General, in his speech
at Argenteuil, says that will not do;
he must put the Church under his feet
-he must destrôy the influence of
the Roman Catholie hierarchy and
the Roman Catholic clergy of Canada.
Mr. Speaker, we remained a British
Colony; we remained a dependency of
a Protestant country, and yet we are
told that we are fanatics, that we want
to put down, Protestants, and that we
are such firebrands that we must be
put down; we must be trampled upon;
that the power of this Government
must be used to put us down. That is
what the Postmaster General says in
his speech, and it is not denied by the
President of the Council nor the Pre-
mier. The former sits there with the
Postmaster General, and he must share
the responsibility of that speech. Mr.
Speaker, in our days we have had to
deal with questions in which the Pro-
testants of Lower Canada were also
interested. When Confederation was
about to take place, the Protestants of
Lower Canada-some of them-were
afraid that in the division of the coun-
try into Provinces, and the powers

Hon, Mr. iANGviN.

about to be given to the Local Legis-
latures, bemg in the minority, they
would be at the mercy of the French,
and they asked for protection iii
the Confederation Act. They asked
that twelve counties should be
considered as British counties-En-
glish Counties-and that the limits of
these Counties should not be disturbed
without the consent of a large majority
of the members for these counties.
Mr. Speaker, that law was considered
offensive in the view of many. That it
was so we were convinced. It was an un-
just suspicion; but, notwithstanding
that, in order to show our libera-
lity, in order that they would
come into the Confederation, and to
assure them that their rights would be
protected under the new regime by the
the Federation Act, and that they
mnight not fear the religipus legislation
of Quebee, we assented to it. The
Conservatives that were supporting us
assented to it. but there were excep-
tions. The hon. gentleman,'the present
President of the Coneil, if I am not
mistaken, voted against that clause,
and I think it was the first Liberai
vote ho gave in his life. Mr. Speaker,
if I am not mistaken, a good many
Liberals of Lower Canada voted
also against that clause, but we,
the Conservatives. supported it,
and I can say we regarded it ever
since, so that we never had a com-
plaint from either party, but all
was unanimity veth them until the
Postmaster-General raised the cry the
other day that the Protestants in
Lower Canada were in danger. The
hon. gentleman for Terrebonne called
attention to another fact, that previous
to Confederation the question of edu-
cation for Lower Canada came up.
Sir A. T. Galt, at that time Finance
Minister, desired that a measure might
then be adopted in order that the s4epa-
rate school question might be com-
pleted, although separate , schools
already existed in Lower Canada. I
introduced the bill in this House, and
my colleagues would have supported
it if another measure had not
been brought from the Province
of Ontario which prevented the
Lower Canada measure from being
passed, because in Ontario a large
majority did not wish that bill to pass,
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although it would have quieted
the minds of a large portion
of the people of Quebec. My late
lamented friend, Sir George Cartier,
pledged his word of honor that when
the Province of Quebec would be con-
stituted he would see that a measure,
similar to that introduced by nie in
this House, would be introduced in the
Lower Canada Legislature and that it
would be t passed. The Protestants of
Lower Canada were not afraid of the
word of Si.i George Cartier; it was as
good as law to them. Confederation
took place. Unfortunately Sir George
Cartier was absent during the whole
session in which this measure should
have been introduced; he was in
England, but in that measure did we
break faith with the Protestants of
Lower Canada? No, the bill was
introduced by the Chauveau Govern-
ment, and it was supported by me and
opposed by the hon. gentleman who is
now President of the Council; that
measure which the Protestants wished
to have was supported and defeiided
by us to redeem the word of Sir George
Cartier and to do justice to them. Mr.
Speaker, this is not all. How many
times have we not seei the Lower
Canadian coun ties. Roman Catholie
counties. French Canadian counties
elect members of other origin and of
another faith. and even elect
them against Roman Catholies and
French Canadians. The other day,
in the county of Chicoutimi and
in Saguenay, there was a Roman Ca-
tholic-a French Canadian-who came
forward, and he was supported in that
county by the late member for
Charlevoix. Mr. W. Price, brother
of the senator, came forward-an
English Protestant-and he was sup-
ported by a large majority of the Cath-
olic votes of that county. Mr. Price
himself was elected by Chicoutimi and
Saguenay, and also by Charlevoix and
Montmorency-elected by that im-
mense division, to the Legislative Coun-
cil, over the Hon. Letellier dé St. Just, a
French Canadian and Roman Catholic.
And this is the persecution we carry
on against the Protestants of Lower
Canada. But, Mr. Speaker, there is an
hon. member sitting on the other side
of this House, the hon. member for
Beauce, lie is not a Roman Catholie, he

is a Protestant and has been elected
by a Roman Catholie constituency. Is
that persecution by the Roman Catho-
lies ? My hon. friend the member for
Three Rivers is also elected by a large
majority. He is not a Roman Catholie,
but lie is elected by a French Canadian
Catholic constituency. Then the leader
of the Liberals in the Province of Que-
bec. By whom is lie elected? By a Pro-
testant constituency ? No, by the
county of Lotbiniere, where I suppose
there are not ten Protestants, and lie
has been repeatedly elected by acclama-
tion. Then there is the Hon. Mr. Nelson
elected repeatedly by Roman Catholics,
and Mr. W. R. Ross elected by Beauce
two or three tinies. I am sure
my hon. friend the member for Cha-
teauguay also thinks that he is not
persecuted by the Roman Catholies of
Lower Canada. He has been elected re-
peatedly by a large majority ofiRoman
Catholie votes. Thenthe hon. gentleman
who was introduced this afternoon-
the member for Gaspé-he is not a
Roman Catholic and lie is elected by a
Roman Catholie constituency, and no
doubt he will be elected for it as long
as lie wishes to take his seat in this
House. In order to destroy the im-
pression of that "unfortunate speech,"
as the hon. member for Chateauguay
calls it, I mention this. I think it is a
speech that the lion. gentleman will
regret as long as lie lives-this attempt
to destroy the harmony that has con-
tinued so long, not only in Lower
Canada but throughout the Dominion.
At all events the Government of Lower
Canada were determined that the
Protestants should have justice and
they will not endorse the sentiments of
the Hon. Postmaster-General but will
repudiate them as sentiments that
should never have been uttered. Mr.
Speaker, we have not claimed any-
thing that is not riglit; we have not
claimed as rights anything that should
not have been claimed. What do we
ask ? The lion. gentleman says the
Roman Catholie Clergy interfere ·in
elections ; that is the basis of his argu-
ment; that i$ the reason why he scents
" war " in Lower Canada. But what
do the hierarchy, what do the Priests,
what do the Roman Catholics of Lower
Canada do ? Do they act differently
from what the Roman Catholie Priests
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in Ontario do ? Are they not citizens
of Canada, with the rights of citizen-
ship ? Does any one wish to deprive
the hon. gentleman of his rights as a
citizen ? Then why does he wish to
deprive our Bishops and Priests of their
rights ? Surely the Government will not
try to do such an injustice as to deprive
a large and respectable body of gentle-
men of their rights ; those rights they
must have and must keep, and no doubt
shall keep. But the hon. gentle-
nan the President of the Ccuncil gives
the support of his voice, his name
and his position to this ; he wishes to
make a separation between Church and
State ; he wishes to show that the
Priests and the Bishops must confine
themselves to religious matters; that
is to say, all these matters that belong
to the Church. and that are treated in
the Church, in the pulpit and in the
vestry. But he says when you are to
build canals or legislate on matters of
public works surely you can differ
from your neighbour and be a Catholie
the sane as before. I know, and he
knows that in this Hlouse, anid in the
Local Legislature, we have not only to
deal with canals, railways and public
works, but we wiIl have other matters-
for instance, the question of divorce,
which is considered by our Church as a
matter in which the Church has a great
deal to say. Will the hon. gentle-
man say that the Priests shall have
nothing to say in this matter which
is against the teachings of his Churcli ?
Surely as a citizen he should reeog-
nize the Roman Catholic clergy and
their right in this question, in which
they exercise so much influence for
the good of' their country. You
have never seen the Roman Catholie
clergy of Quebec disloyal; they have
always upheld the supremacy of Great
Britain in this country, and the Mother
Country never had, and never will
have, more thoroughly loyal and de-
voted subjects than the priests of
Lower Canada and of the Dominion.
I do not want to detain the House
much longer, but I must repeat that it
is uufortunate that the Hon. the First
Minister of the Crown should not come
down and say openly whother the doc-
trines propounded by the Postmaster
General are the doctrines that he pro-
fenes. As long as the Postmaster

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.

General sits alongside of hi in the
same Cabinet he is responsible for his
opinions as a Minister of the Crown.
These statements have been made by
the hon. getleman, and he has stated
that they were the views of his col-
leagues, that they were the doctrines of
his colleagues, and if they were other-
wise he would certainly resign his seat.
Hlas be resigned his seat ? Has he
gone out of the Government ? Has he
repudiated these doctrines ? No, he
bas not; he remains there, the same
doctrines remain there, the sane wish
on the part of the First Minister to
retain the Roman Catholics in Lower
Canada is there, yet the President of
the Council remains and supports him.
He has been called upon by t.he hon.
member for Terrebonne to say whether
the First Minister accepts these doc-
trines or not ; but I need not say
a word more than the written declara-
tion that he read to the House. He was
so afraid of uttering a word that would
compromise his colleagues about these
doctrtnes that he would not risk him-
self otherwise than by a written
speech. It is a proper thing the
country should know that the Hon.
President of the Council, when called
upon by members of this House and
of his own Province-w-hen called
upon to speak-could not give an
answer. Mr. Speaker, Lower Canada
will know it, and the answer from the
people will, no doubt, be of the same
character as the answer Lower Canada
has given since the speech of the Post-
master General. The first answer vas
given in Chambly, where the people
said it was an unfortunate speech, and
sent to this House a member to oppose
the Governnent. The - county of
Charlevoix has given the same answer.
They repudiated the member who had
so long supported the hon. gentleman
opposite, brouglit down his majority
of 700, and elected me by a majority
of 211.

Mr. DEVLIN-Tle question sub-
mitted by the hon. member for Cha-
teauguay bas evoked a discussion
which imposes upon me the obliga-
tion of offering a few remarks on the
subject before it is finally disposed of.
I an not surprised at the question sub-
mitted by the honourable gentleman.
I am aware that the speech of the
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Hon. Postmaster General has evoked
a very strong feeling in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, that it has not
-subsided up to the present moment,
and I think all things considered it is
well these matters should be fairly
ventilated on the floor of this House.
It should not be left in the power of
those who are so ready and willing to
profit by every word spoken in order
to damage the Reform party in this
oountry. I say at once as an Irishman

and a Catholic that I do not concur in
the remarks of the Hon. Postmaster
General, and I am obliged to say that it
was a most unfortunate speech. I have
no hesitation in adding that it bas placed
a weapon in the hands of our opponents
which they have, up this moment, very
successfully used, and one which they
will continue to use until it lias become
so worn out and effaced that they will
be ashamed to use it ariy longer. Now
I believe I am justified in saying there
is not a Catholic in Quebec who respects
the pastor of his church who can give
any adhesion to the opinions enunciated
by the Postmaster General. It is
impossible for Catholics to stand up in
this House, in my humble judgment,
and defend that speech, but I say
plainly, that the hon. gentleman who
spoke last looks upon it as a Godsend
to the Opposition, because really
without that speech I do not know
what subject the hon. gentleman could
address himself to in this House that
would be palatable to his readers outside
of it. I do not know any subject
which could excite his eloquence
except the speech which I call unfor-
tunate, but which ho ought to call very
fortunate indeed. It would seem,
from the remarks of the hon. member
for Terrebonne, that he styles himself
leader of the Ultramontane Catholics.
Now the question will be decided very
shortly who is the leader-whether it is
the hon. member for Charlevoix or the
hon. member for Terrebonne. It strikes
me very forcibly, from certain indica-
tions which are quite remarkable here
this evening, there will be some rivalry
in the Opposition ranks, and that some
one will not have exactly a bed of roses
to lie upon on that side of the House.
However, I think it proper to say I
was surprised when I heard the
hon. member for Terrebonne describe

himself as the Leader of the Ultra-
montanes.

1r. MASSON-I did not.
Mr. DEVLIN-Then I am in error,

but I know no such Catholics in Que-
bec or elsewhere. All who belong to
the Roman Catholic Church are of the
one faith; there are no sections. You
cannot call a Catholic by any other
name and, therefore, when we are
spoken of as Ultramontane Catholics
we are spoken of in a manner which
is not understood by those who are
Catholics. It would seon from the
remarks that have been addressed to
this House that a huge conspiracy was
organized by the Government of this
country, having for its object the anni-
hilation of the Catholics of Quebec. I
have unlimited confidence in the justice
and fairness of the hon. gentleman who
leads this Government. I believe the
Catholics of this country have no reason
to fear hostility from that quarter.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings)-You have
more confidence than Father Dowd has
in you.

Mr. DEVLIN-I believe the bon.
member for Hastings is a leader of
the Orange Brotherhood. He sits very
near the hon. member for Terrebonne,
and shakos hands with the hon.
member for Charlevoix. He has, on
more than one occasion, nodded his
head approvingly when ho heard that
our religious institutions were in
danger. It must be a great consola-
tion to the leader of the Ultramon-
tanes, and still greater for the hon.
member for Charlevoix, to have their
speeches, their Catholic speeches,
endorsed by a Grand Master of the
Orangemen. I wonder if that hon.
gentleman, who has s poken so loudly
and so zealously in defonce of Catholie
rights, would go down to Charlevoix to-
morrow or next day and stand on the
platform addressing himself to the
honest French Canadians, and say : "I
spoke that speech in the House, and the
man who applauded me loudest was
a leader of the Orangemen." It is
well known, and it may be as well to
say it now, that all the vitality, or
nearly all of it, that is to be found
in the' Opposition ranks emanates
from the Orange Society of this
Dominion. They could not exist
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a week if it were not for the
support they receive from that quarter;
and yet some Catholic leaders of the
Opposition have had the temerity to
rise in this House and proclaim their
Catholicity and our anti-Catholicity.
As a Catholic I have unbounded con-
fidence in the justice and fairness of
the present Government, and I believe
that at the present day the Catholic
religion and every religion which is
known in this Dominion is surrounded
by all the safeguards which can pos-
sibly be required at the hands of
those who desire to exercise it in this
country. I think there is not, perhaps,
in the wide world a country that can
boast such freedom as we enjoy, and I
believe that no one, whether he be a
Minister of the Crown or simply a
member of the House, will be permitted
to croate religious turmoil and con-
fusion in this country. J believe the
good sense of the country would stamp
out any attempt of that kind the
moment it is made, and that the
people of this country understand well
that the man who would seek to em-
broil us in religious animosities would
be regarded as the worst enemy of the
Dominion. I believe so far as the

Eosent Government have gone on, they
ve conducted the Government of

this country with impartiality and in-
tegrity. J ask any gentleman on the
other side of the House in the ranks
of the Opposition to point to one single
measure, emanating from the present
Government or their supporters, having
for its object the overthrow of the
Catholie religion, tending to impair its
usefulness, or tending in any manner
or form to cast impediments or ob-
structions in its way? It is impossible
for any gentlemen to do so. There-
fore J feel that J am justified, so long
as the Government is conducted as
it is now, in raising my humble
voice on the floor of this House
in defense of a Government founded
upon justice and impartiality. I
might be permitted to say that all
the difficulty which we labour under in
the Province of Quebec, all the discus-
sions which have taken place there for
some time back in religious matters of
an acrimonious nature, have been
begotten by the leaders of the Opposi-
tion in that Province. I tell them

Mr. Davwm,

they trade in this, that they know ib
their hearts they dare not stand up im
this House and say the Catholie Church
is in danger from any act of this Gev-
ernment. The difficulties in Quebec
have been inspired by the leaders of
the Opposition, and to such an extet
has it been carried out, that a man whp
is called a Reformer and a Catholic és
pointed out by these gentlemen as fi
very dangerous individual who ough4t
to be muzzled or put into that luMtic
asylum which the hon. gentleman saye
the DeBoucherville Government was
willing to grant to the Protestants.
Speaking of that subject the hon. gentle
man from Terrebonne said, " See how
liberal we are in Quebec! A deputa-
tion went to the Capital of the Pro-
vince and asked for a Lunatic Asylwm.
Mr. DeBoucherville said, "If you don't
want to put your patients in the luna-
tic asylum we will give you one for
yourselves." And, why not ? Is not
that the right of the Protestants ? On.
would suppose from the way the Pro-
testants of Quebec have been spoken of
by the leaders of the Opposition, that
they were a body of paupers depending
upon the charity of the party with
which the hon. mem ber for Charlevoix
is associated, and when any justice is
done to them in Quebec the hon. mem-
bers for Terrebonne and Charlevoix
raise their hands and say, " see what
we have done! " They forget there
are others besides Tories among
those who have done acts of justice to
the Protestants of Quebec. I deny
that the Protestants of that Province
have got more than their rights. They
have the privilege of educating their
own children, so have the Catholies in
Ontario ; and so, I hope, will the
Catholies of New Brunswick at no
distant day.

Mr. PICARD-They have it now.
Mr. DEVLIN-I heard the hon.

member for Charlevoix say that the
Leader of the Government is in accord
with the speech delivered by the
Postmaster General. I understand
from what he said he is not. It is
pdssible, even if the Premier were to,
swear to it, that the hon. gentleman
opposite would say there was some
reserve. I understood the Leader of
the Government to say he was not in
accord with the speech, and further,
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that he would countenance.no act or
measure calculated to create religious
difficulties in this Dominion; that he
was in favor of equal rights to all, and
that he was prepared to protect, as far
as he could, the citizens of the Do-
minion in the exercise of those rights.
I understood him to say that, and I
shall conclude by reiterating my con-
fidence in the Government, and ex-
pressing my regret that the Postmaster
General delivered the speech he did
deliver.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) - Every
Catholic in this Dominion will be
pleased to hear from the Irish gentle-
man, the leader of the Canadian Catho-
lics, that the Government is not pre-
pared to introduce legislation injuri-
ously affecting them; yet that gentle-
man who would not hear a Minister
of his Church insulted is the
same who stood up here last
session and said the statement of the
Bishop of New Brunswick was not cor-
rect, and who had recently insulted
Father Dowd. The hon. member says
the hon. gentleman from Terrebonne
is my leader. I will admit that I
would ten times sooner acknowledge
him as my leader than sit in company
with the hon. member for Montreal
Centre.

Mr. DEVLIN-The hon. gentle-
man may rely upon it, he will never
be in my company, nor I in his. The
gulf that separates us is too wide.

Mr. WHITE-Let me tell the hon.
member, I have no desire to be in the
eompany of one who sympathises with
those who are rebellious to the British
Crown. I will tell the hon. gentleman
another fact, that I want no association
with a man who was accused by the
public press of this country with being
in sympathy with those who took the
life of an eminent Irish statesman be-
cause he stood in his way.

Mr. DEVLIN-Oh!
Several Members-Order! shame!

etc.
Mr. WHITE (Hastings) - Mr.

Speaker, I wish to say to the hon.
gentleman that when he interrupts me
I will defend myself. I did not in-
tend to say anything to injure the feel-
ýwgs of any party.

si

Mr. DEVLIN-You cannot injure
me, Sir.

Mr. WHITE-The hon. gentleman,
I presume, is beyond injury.

Mr. DEVLIN-I have no doubt,
I am beyond injury from you.

Mr. WHITE-The hon. gentleman
must bear in mind that he has no right
to say anything against the society
that I have the honor to be a member
of. The sentiments of that society are
the sentiments which have just been ut-
tered by the hon. member for Terre-
bonne. I want to tell the hon. member
for Quebec Centre, who interrupted me,
that the Globe once said his dishonest
acts smelled to Heaven. I want
to tell the lon. the President of
the Council that it was necessary
for the members for Montreal East
and Jacques Cartier to drag him
through the Lachine Canal to so cleanse
him as te-

Mr. SPEAKER-I shall have to call
the hon. member to order.

Mr. WHITE-I vill apologise if I
said anything which is out of place.
Let me just say, thAt so far as the
member for Terrebonne is concerned, I
made a remark, and then the hon. ge4-
tlemen opposite raised some hisses Mt
the sentiments I uttered,which I believe
to be correct, and for which he
worked in every part of the country.
impressing upon people to attend to
their own Church and opinions. That
is the sentiment of the Orange institu-
tion. They are ready to defend and
maintain their own right and give
every man the right to worship
according to his own conscience. I
ask you,now, if I am wrong ? That was
the explanation, Mr. Speaker, I was
going to make when interrupted. This
discussion is unfortunate, but it was
brought on by the hon. member for
Chateauguay. The hon. gentleman
complains that I should get up and not
endorse the remarks of the Postmaster
General. Who can do that what he
has not got the courage and indepen-
donce to say that "those are my sen-
timents and I will stand by them."
He said they were the sentiments
ofhis colleague. The Protestant horse
has often' been set up by thl
miniisterial parties of this country.
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Not long ago the Globe rode the Pro-
testant horse, but where is it now?
And, Mr. Speaker, who can forget the
time when the hon. member for South
Ontario ran in Lambton, when the
present Premier made it a charge
against him for standing in the streets
of Quebec and looking at the Host
as it passed ? Who can forget
the time when the hon. member
for Bruce brought in his resolutions in
the Local House to give a reward for
the apprehension of the murderers of
Scott, and that he was the first in this
House to support a mot ion for granting
the saine murderers an amnesty ?
All these matters can be brought
up plainly before the people of this
country, and now the Protestants of
Upper Canada say that the Postmaster
,General has denounced the Church of
Rome, and must keep within bounds.
Before I take my seat, I desire to say
that I did not intend to say anything
effensive or out of order. This is the
first time, Mr. Speaker, you have risen
to call me to order, but I intend, when
any hon. gentleman interrupts me, to
strike back as hard as I know how.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON - Mr.
Speaker, I think at this stage of the dis-
cussion a few remarks from me will be
in order. I made a speech in Argenteuil
which has been very generally dis-
cussed. It was not a religious speech;
it was a speech which, so far as I was
concerned, had no reference to religion.
It was a speech which opened up sub-
jects which I had no intention to discuss
in this House, because I should be sorry
to follow the example of those who pre-
ceded me and enter so largely into a
religious disputation. It was a speech
pronounced by myself in my native
Province of Quebec to the people
whom I may call my own people, upon
what I regard important subjects in
which they are concerned. No member
of the Government is responsible for
that speech, and I have the right to
express my individual opinions there
to my own people. The opinions
which I expressed are my opinions;
they were my opinions then and are
my opinions now. And when I hear
gentlemen like my hon. friend from
Montreal Centre expressing his grief,
I feel regret that he has never seen my
letter, by which it is made plain that

Mr. WHiTE.

my speech went no further than his.
In the province of Quebec there is a
great deal of bitterness in politics, and
matters had come to such a point that
it was a reproach to be a Liberal Catho-
lic. I do not know enough of theology
to discuss the point, but I think Chief
Justice Dorion is just as good a Chris-
tian and a better leader than the hon.
member for Terrebonne, who is styled
the leader of the Ultramontanes. Look-
ing at the great conflict going on in-
Lower Canada, and being among my
own people-the people over whom I
desired to exercise a certain influence-
which intention I then and there de-
scribed, I spoke to them of the dreads
I had of the Ultramontanes, and I
asked them to give to the Liberals
their aid. This is the head and front
of my offending, so far as i am con-
cerned. I said, what I say now, that
they ought to do it, and I believe they
will do it. And I hope that the Lib-
erals of Quebec will not be frightened
by the almost universal expression of
this Ilouse, that such sent'inents are
to be repudiated. I repeat that I am
not ashamed of my alliance with the
Liberals of Quebec. They, like me,
have held up free institutions against
influences so powerful that the hon.
member for Charlevoix dare not down
in his own county, make a speech
like the one the hon. member for Mon-
treal Centre made. I don't wish to
enter upon any further discussion of my
speech. It was a simple appeal to my
own people, telling them what I be-
lieved to be the dangers of the country
and asking them to support those who
upheld the views I believe to be sound
in politics. I am not ashamed of
that speech, but I deeply -regret it has
caused this discussion, and I regret
more still that it has placed such a
friend as the hon. member for Montreal
Centre in an embarrassing position. I
was not speaking as a Minister, but as
a Lower Canadian and a citizen of
that Province. I said there what I
repeat here. I repeat that the true
course of the British population in
Quebec to-day is to ally themselves
with the Liberals in their effort to
maintain free institutions.

Hon. MALCOLM CAMERON- -It is
tine a little common sense entered into
this discussion. I am proud that my
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hon. friend bas spoken exactly. le did
not go there to preach religion; he was
there talking politics, and said, what
everyone knows, that there werc two
parties in Lower Canada, and that one
party he considered were ultra in their
views and under the influence of Ultra-
montanism. There was another party
who were Liberal; and they were his
bosom friend,. What has been the
tone -and theme of these discussions,
that he had abused the Catholic Church
and thrown contempt upon it. Was
there any allusion of the kind in the
speech ? The Postmaster General very
properly drew his opponents into it.
Doesany mari of common sense sup-
pose a man goes to a public meeting
to abuse his own friends-to abuse
that large body of Catholics all over
the country who are at his back and
always supported him. The House was
evidently carried away by the speech of
the member for Charlevoix, which was
certainly very able; but its whole
object was to endeavour to do what
the newspapers thoroughly enough do
outside-throw dust into the people's
eyes. It is like that clause of the
Supreme Court Bill that ran the round
of the whole Conservative Press. It is
like the rosignation of Mr. Cartwright
the other day, and there is just as much
justification, in truth, to believe that the
hon. member for Shefford went to
Lower Canada and abused the Catho-
lics. Any one who runs away with
auch an idea of the speech, labours
under some extraordinary hallucina-
tion, and although it may make
amusement in the House to have a
discussion about Orangeism and other
things which are pleasant enough in
the beginning of the session, no mem-
ber believes it will lead to any desirable
result.

Mr. WORKMAN-I do not wish
to intriide upon the House, but
the bon. mniember for East flastings
(Mr. White) said something concerning
myself. I have very lately been re-
turned from what I conceived to be a
very close and bitter political contest.
The constituency I have the honor to
represent is composed one-half of
Protestants and the other balf of
Catholies. I am an extreme Protes-
tant; probably my religious views in
the Protestant faith go to the same

extreme as those of the hou. member
for Terrebonne go in the Catholic.

Mr. MASSON-I deny it entirely.
Mr. WORKMAN-Very well; I mere-

ly mentioned this question of religion
to point my explan'ation. It is quite
truc one or two bitter political enemies
attacked me in the newspape-rs, which
fell entirely dead and produced no re-
sult. I have very great pleasure indeed
in stating that my Roman Catholic
fellow-citizens, both French Canadians
and Irish, came forward and supported
me with unanimity and sincerity of
feeling, for which I feel deep gratitude.
It was through their exertions that I
am present in this louse to-night, and
I can say that the constituency which I
represent is entirely free froin religious
intolerance and religious bigotry. Ire-
gret that this question has been brought
up here. With regard to the speech of
the Hon. Postmaster General, none of
us are perfect, and may make remarks
in speeches we nay regret. It would
probably have been better that the
speech had never been made, and I
think the Opposition are delighted to
take hold.of it in the hope of using it
to the injury of the Government. On
this question of religion, I have
the utmost faith in the Government
of the day. I am satistied so
long as the Hon. Premier, who at
present conducts the business of this
House presides over the Council, that
every religion will receive that justice
and impartiality to which it is entitled.
The hon. member for East IIastings
stated that I bad used my influence in
bringing out a charge against my
opponent of being a Freenason. I
want to explain that I knew nothing
about that document, or the printing
and publishing of it.

Mr. WIIITE-I did not say that.
Mr. WORKMAN-I beg pardon;

you said the member for Montreal West.
Mr. WHITE-I said it was used for

the member Montreal West.
Mr. WORKMAN-I accept the ex-

planation, and will not detain the
louse further.

Mr. RYMAL-The Roman Cath-
olics, Mr. Speaker, are too im-
portant and powerful a body to be
trampled under foot in the Dominion
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t Canada. 1They have h&d concessions
made to them, which were nothing
more than jnstice to both parties; they
know their strlength, and have no fears
depend on it. That is not the cause of the
attack upoin my hon. friend from Shef-
ford. That is not the cause of the on-
slaught on hima to-day. He performed
something, less than three years ago,
which rankils in the bosons of his
öpponlents even to-day. The flesh-
pots were withdrawn from their
oustodyT and they wish once more to
gevel in them. So long as the
Liberal party is united they know
very wo!l their chances are small and
Ïhat ihe bones they have to pick
will be hardly worth taking up. It is
because he was instrumental in formula-
ting charges which led to their over-
throw that they seek to wreak their
vengeance upon him at this time. I
have privately heard that members of
ee Opposition have said they will
pursue him to the death I mean
political death and they are on his

ack now. He knows full well
yvho are seeking his downfall, and they
know as well as he knows that they
do not fear for the fall of the Catholie
Church. As I said before, that is an
éxcuse, for the Roman Catholic Church
if they have had anything, have had
more than justice done them from each
Party. As a Protestant, I say they
stand in a favored position, and they
know full well there is no danger of
tjlChurch. I rejoice at the manly,
out-spoken manner in which my friend
ùttered the remarks he made. If there
is anything I dislike more than another
itjis one of those mealy-mouthed poli-
ticians who, when he las spoken, one
hardly knows what he thinks. I have
long admired my hon. friend, and he
has raised himself in my estimation
for his manly utterances to.-night.

Mr. GORD)ON-Mr. Speaker, I have
à few words to offer on this subject.
The hon. member for Terrebonne, in
opening his speech, said that the senti-
ments he entertained with regard to
the religious subject, were exactly in
acord with the opinions expressed by
the Hon. Leader of the Government:
that was, that every religion should be
permitted to exercise its freedom in
this country. Xo*, Sir, I beg to draw
the attention of thé hon. gentleman,

1fr. RYXAL.

the Member for East Hastings, to whiat
he stated when he said that the hon.
member for Terrebonne expressed on
that occasion precisely the same senti-
ments that he entertained concerning
this matter; and I charge the hon.
gentleman with giving utterance to
what he must know is incorrect, to
use the mildest term, for he professed
to be in alliance with a powerful body
which, in its constitution, is entirely
antagonistic to the body of which the
hon. member for Terrebonne claimon
to be the leader.

Hon. Members on the Le'ft - No!
No!

Mr. GORDON-I repeat that it in
entirely antagonistie.

lion. Members-No! No!!
Mr. GORDON - I say so, Mr.

Speaker, and I speak advisedly; I do
not speak at random, because that hon.
gentleman knows as well as he
knows that he is sitting in his seat at
the present moment, not only that ho
makes a vow, but that he is actually
sworn-for such is the case-that ho
has actually taken an oath to oppose
the Roman Catholic religion; and the
hon. member for North Hastings well
knows the form of that oatb, for that
gentleman is a Grand Master. I see
the hon. member for Carleton smiling,
but they are actually sworn, in place
of supporting the sentiments to which
they have given utterance by impli-
cation to-day, to oppose the very body
with which they are now allied; and
when I find gentlemen rising and
for the sake of clap-trap, professing to
oppose the sentiments to which the
Postmaster General has given expres-
sion, in orderto make political capital
against the Leader of the Government,
I think that if they are capable of such
a feeling they ought to be ashamed of
themselves, for on the 12th of July
they make violent orations on these
subjects against the Roman Catholic
Church, while here they express sym-
pathy for it. If they had a particle of
honesty in their composition, they
would applaud to the very echo the
sentiments uttered by the Postmasfer
General, but they are far from being
honest in the sentiments which theu
proclaim, and they show that the &Î-
ganizàtion with which they stand im-
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mediately connected, is not what it
pretends to be. If we desired evi-
dence to establish that it is an organi-
zation used for political purposes, we
could want nothing further than
the action which these gentlemen have
tak-,ea to-day on the floor of this House
with regard to the sentiments which
have fllen from the Postmaster Gen-
Oral.

Mr. BOWELL-I am sure that every-
one is anused at the sentiments uttered
by the hon. member, who has just taken
his seat. I wish simply to draw atten-
tion to the fact that he knows as little
4f the Orange Association as he does of
the institutions and system of gov-
ernment under which we live. Public
men have a good right to draw a dis-
tinction between a religious body or-
ganized for religious purposes, and a
body organized for political purposes,
and when the hon. gentleman is capa-
ble of making that distinction be-
tween these two bodies, it will be time
enough for him to lecture us on our
duty, either as Orangemen or as Pro-
testants. I should like to know what
I have done during this discussion to
have brought forth from the hon.
member the remarks to which he has
given utterance in regard to myself.
I have sat, amused, I must confess,
with this little family quarrel which
hasý drifted altogether away from the
question raiseed by the hon. member for
Chateauguay, and so happily responded
to by the hon. member for Terrebonne.
I look upon this question as being one
involving a great deal more than a
matter merely affecting the religious
,opinions of the hon. members for Shef-
ford and Terrebonne; a great principle
of constitutional government is at stake
in this relation, and if I understand
aright, and if I understood the hon.
mrember for Chateaugay aright, when
he repudiated the sentiment uttered by
the hon. member for Shefford, he
i1aÎsed such a constitutional question.
r hold that under the English system

f Responsible Government, as laid
down by the great constitutional.
aathorities-and by no one, perhaps,
±hore forcibly than by the eminent
tatesman, who has been most suc-

<essful in having that principle estab-
lished in this country-that no hon-
oerhle member of the Goverîmnent has

the right to enunciate a priniple,
speaking on behalf of the Government,
as did the hon. member for Shefford
in this instance, unless he was speaking
on behalf of the Administration, and
that if the Cabinet repudiated his doc-
trines, he should resign his portfolio.
This is what I understand to be the
principle which controls our constitu-
tional system in this respect. Now,
Sir, what is the spectacle presented
here to-night ? The hon. member for
Chateaugay, in n statesman-like man-
ner, rises in his place and calls the
attention of the Premier to the senti-
ments uttered by one of his col-
leagues, and asks him distinctly and
pointedly whether they are the views
of the Government, or whether he
repudiates them. The Hon. Premier
rises and tells the House that when the
hon. member for Shefford left Ottawa,
he-the Premier-was not aware that
he was going into the county of
Argenteuil; also, that the sentiments
he uttered there were not enunciated
at the instance of the Government,
but he took good care, notwithstanding
the fact that the question was put to
him repeatedly, to refuse to say whether
he was in accord with these opinions;
and, to use the forcible language of thé
hon. member for Chateauguay, the
Premier stopped at the most essential
portion of the explanation he should
have given. Now, Sir, when the hon.
member for Montreal Centre spoke-
he is not now in his place, and I do not
intend to refer to him at length, but I
may remark that his speech to-night is
quite in accord with all those he has
made since he occupied a seat on the
floor of this louse-and charged the
members on the left of the Speaker
with having taken advantage of the
explanation, or half explanation given
by the Premier, and trying to make
political capital out of it; he forgot to
mention that the first hon. member of
the Hlouse who refused to accept the
statement of the Premier as a full and
explicit explanation, was one of the
gentlemen most prominent in his'
party, and I do not hesitate te
say one of the most valuable sup-
porters of the Government. I
think, Sir, that under these circum
stances it is but quite right and pro>
per that the gentlemen on this side
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of the House, from a constitu-
tional point, should be at least per-
mitted to take the same ground as the
hon. member for Chateauguay. It
was most gratifying to me, as I believe
it was to every member on this side of
the louse, to fmnd, when a great con-
stitutional principle was being viola-
ted, that the hon. member for Chateau-
guay, had the manliness and indepen-
dence to rise and denounce it; and,
when those gentlemen who have
argued at such length and with such
eloquence and force for the establish-
ment of the great principle of Respon-
sible Government in this country, have
settled their little matter between
themselves, then we shall be prepared,
on this side of the Hlouse, to give an
opinion upon their utterances, and
draw conclusions as to the influence of
their political sentiments upon their
policy, when in or out of the flouse.
It matters very little politically,
whether the members on this side of
the flouse and the hon. member for
Terrebonne hold different religious
views, or whether the hon. member
for Montreal Centre thinks it just to
throw a firebrand, as it were, into the
House; but the discussion has gone
further-and this main point has been
overlooked altogether by everyone ex-
cept by the hon. gentleman who raised
the question-than was intended; the
whole question respecting the intro-
duction of religious topics into po-
litical discussions, and the atti-
tude of the different political par-
ties in this country, have been dragged
into this debate, and very unfortunate-
ly, in my opinion. I am quite sure
that the hon. member for Chateaugay
never anticipated that this discussion
was going to take so wide a range.
When the hon. gentleman who repre-
sents so very unworthily the North
Riding of Ontario - speaking in a
political sense-dares to throw a slur
upon the Conservative party in the
contemptuous manner in which he has
done to-day, I say it is but another
display of the utter ignorance of that
gentleman concerning the political
past of this country; it becomes no one
in political life, to have forgotten the
diculties through which politicians
in Canada, and particularly the Con-
servative party in Ontario, have

Mr. BOwELL.

passed in times gone by. Now,.
Sir, you must be aware of the fact
-and what member who bas watched
the course of politics during the past
few years does not know-that the
Conservative party of Ontario, and
more particularly that section which
belongs to the Orange body, was con-
demned from door to door by the
party now in power, for daring to ad-
vocate equal rights to all. I have
myself been personally attacked as a
" green-backed Orangeman," and "a
white-livered Protestant." when the
Protestant howl was raised in Ontario
by dishonourable politicians, because
I defended my worthy predecessor
who occupied a seat in the old
Parliament of Canada, and advocated
the endowment of all classes
with equal riglits and privileges,
simply because I then echoed the
opinions uttered to-day upon this
question by the bon. gentleman who
leads the Government, everyone
knows, who knows anything of the
politics of Canada during the last ten
or fifteen years, that it was made an
electioneering cry in every shanty,
from every stump and every barn in On-
tario, against Protestants and Orange-
men in particular, who were con-
demned in the most violent manner
possible, and against whom the most
opprobrious epithets were hurled,
simply because they refused to record
their votes in favour of taking from
their Roman Catholic fellow subjects
the riglits granted them by the Parlia-
ment of this country. Had the members
on the opposite side of the House who
applauded so vociferously a sentiment
to which my hon. friend the member
for East Hastings gave utterance,
allowed him to complete his sentence,
I am sure that many of those who raised
the laugh would have completely
changed their tone. He simply claimed
equal rights and privileges for every
subject of Her Majesty; and when the
hon. member for Montreal Centre
talked to this House about the
member for Hastings, I know he
meant his remarks for me, under the,
impression, I suppose, that I intcrrupt-
ed him, instead of my hon. friend for
East Hastings. I tell that gentlemaa
that it was due to the exertions and
leadership of the right bon. member
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for Kingston that the Roman Catholies
enjoy the rights they now possess in
Ontario, as proved by the votes record-
ed in the journals of this House, of the
hon. gentleman who now leads the
Government of this country.

Hon. Members - No! No! and it
is true.

Mr. BOWELL.-I do not think, I
repeat, that the hon. member for Cha-
teauguay intended this discussion to go
quite so far as it bas done; but the hon.
erxntleman himself when hie thouglit
4 bat ho could make a point with refer-
once to certain individuals, has not
hesitated to prey upon the prejudices
of a certain class of ler Majesty's
u-bjects. Ie did not hesitate when lie

was canvassing in the City of Montreal
to single out a gentleman contesting
the constituency of Montreal West, as
the personal and political friend of
myself, who had taken such a promi-

'ant part, as he stated-in the expul-
sion and bringing to justice of a certain
mai in the North-West for a crime
there committed, knowing well at the
time that no statement which he could
possibly make, could arouse the ire
and prejudices of a class of' the elec-
lors, so quickly as the declaration, that
iMr. Thomas White was the personal
and political friend of that fire-brand,
Bowell, ofNorth Hastings. I have his
speech bore, but I was not at all
annoyed by il.

Hon. Mr. HiOLTON-I vish vou
would send it over; I would like to see
i t.

Mr. BOWELL-I will read it to
you. The hon. gentleman said "I will

ask iMr. White, if he will have the
'manliness to deny that h1e would not

have done so "-that is, done as Ihad
done in reference to the expulsion of
Loirs Riel.-" There," continued Mr.

oiton, "can be no doubt of it, be-
"cause hie is bound in his daily utter-

anees to his readers to give expression
"to his views in 1he paper which hie

owns; and there Le lauded the course
"pursued in Parliament by Mr. Bowell,

who brought befbre the liouse the
"motion for flic expulsion of Riel."
I do not find fault -with the hon. gen-
tleman for saying this.

lon. Mr. IIOLTON-I should think

Mr. DBOWELL-I only point out io
the House the fiet, that the hon. mem-
ber who took so mucli umbrage at the
speech of the bon. member for Shef.
ford, did not hesitate, when ho
could gain anything by so doing, to
drag in all questions into the discus-
sion caleulated to excite opposition to
one of the gentlemen engaged in that
electoral contest.

Hion. Mr. HOLTON-That was a
practical question in the then election.

Mr. BOWELL-It was not only a
practical, but so fàr as I was concerned,
a truc position, but scarcly so correct
with reference to Mr. Thomas White,
the editor of the Montreal Gazette,
who wen t no farther, so far as I have
any recollection-and I watch very
closely the articles which appear in
the Gazette-than to compliment me
upon the manner iii which I had con-
ducted the case on that question, in
having avoided, as much as possible,
the introduction into the discussion of
that aerimony and ill-feeling which il
might have donc. This was as fiar as
that gentleman went, and for so doing
hie was held up as a bug-bear and a
scare-crow, quite equal to myself, be
fore the French Canadians of Montreal.
I have no doubt but that the
manSuvre had its delsired elfect, but
that i- not ail !-If the hon. gentlemai
wvili refr to a laie eetion colest,
that took place near this city. in
the County of Prescott. I believe,
when iMr. Boyd was a candidate, b
will find-what? That the Liberal
party had at the tinie enterod into a
bargain with the Catholic League, by
which they bound themselves by solemn
covenant to assist in securing the
election of a certain number of gentle-
men, not on account, mind you, oftheir
political views, but because they hap-
pened to belong to a certain nationality
and a certain religion; and what Mr.
Boyd afterwards declared was this:
that although he was a Reformer, and
although hie had supported with all his
energy and all his talents the then
Government of the day in Ontario, ho
could not refrain from denounciing iis
Government as corrupt for introducing
national and religious questions into
the political contest then going on. lHe
said that lie bad been offered, with the
consent of Mr. Mackenzie, who was at
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the tiîm ini the Onltario Legislature,
the services YM. O'Donohoe, to be
sent downl into the C(outiy of oPrescott
in ordrv to organize a Catholie League
with th1e vie\%- ofauing the religious
and national pejudices of this section
of the population in favour of the candi-
date »of the Govornment. le went
farthor when lie brought thema to book
regarding this iatter, andl he stated
distinctly and positively that a letter
vas written hitm by bis brother-in-law,
hie pres ent Speaker of the Ontario
Legislature, from the office of Blake,
Kerr & Co., on this subjeet.

Honm. Mr. BLAKEIthik that
if the hon. gentleman will look at the
speech in question, he will tind that
this is a misstatement.

Mr. BOWELL--I have the speech,
and wifl give the hon. gentilemani the
beiefit of it, and we wilt sec whether
I have maisstated that speech or not.

lion. Mi. BLAKE-At any rate.,
if it iýS isiot a misstatement, it is untrue.

Mr. BOWELL--That is quite
another thing. Now, I see the advan-
tage of keepîing a scrap-book; no
doubt, if I did not bave it by me, he
wold have said tait it was a mis-
stateneut and amisreresentation for
sucis pias expmericue of the Hon.
the Miistr of Justice.

Ho1n. Members-Order. order.

Mr. BOWTELL.----What lie stated was
thi-

Hon. Mr. BLAKE---Oh!

Mr. BOWELL----In support of the
charge which had been made, and
the charge was that the Government
had offered to send Mr. O'Donohoe
-into the Riding in order to raise the
religious ery-Mr. B>yd explained,
that ho could not ini al conscietious-
ness support ih Blake-Mackenzie
administratioa, becauîse they aie cor-
rupt, and because they had been ei-
gaged in ai attempt to stir up religious
animosities anong hie people in ain
underhand manner. lii support of the
charge, Mr. Boyd proceeded to read a
letter which he thon held in his hand,
and which he said was written to hin
by a promninenut Reformner, and withliout
disclosing the name of the writer he
lad no objection to lot the Postnaster

Mr. BOWELL.

General, or any other gentleman, sec
the signature and satisfV himself as to
its genuineness. The leter was dated in
1871, when flic contest for the Local
Ilotuse was going on, ant the writer,
with, as he said, Mr. Mackenzie's appro-
val, proposed sending down to the
(ouinty of Prescott Mr. O'Donohoe to
organize a branch of the Catholic
League, which organization, the writer
said, would materially aid him-Mr.
Boyd-iu the contest, and advance
the interests of the Reform party.
That ho, Mr. Boyd, had refused to be a
party to such a proceeding, calculated
as it was to stir up religious animosi-
ties in a county hitherto free from
them. He also charged the Blake-
Mackenzie Government with hav-
ing in two instances in the county of
Prescott, offered conferred appoint-
monts as land valuators upon political
opponents, &c. le also attacked Mr.
Hagar. But we will let him go.

Hot. Mr. BLAKE-Hear, hear.
Mr. BOWELL- " Mr. Boyd, after

ioud calls on him to name the writer of
Ie letter, said that it was addressed to
him by a leading Reformer who is now
the first Commnonier in Ontario, the
Hon. R. M. Wells, his own brother-ii-
law, and at the time the letter was
written a menber of the law firm of
Blake, Kerr and Wells."

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gentle-
mani has stated that the letter was
written troni the office of my firm. As
a inatter of fact, Mr, Wells had ceased
to be my partner for some years.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-And as
another matter of fact, there is not a
word of truth in Mr. Boyd's state-
ment.

Mr. BOWELL-I suppose the fact
that Mr. Boyd was not in accord
with the gentlemen who have formed
the Catholic League. and who were
thon sending emissaries into every
eounty and every Riding in the Pro-
vince, would be quite sufficient to have
him read out of the party of the hion.
gentleman, and I have no doubt that
they have read him out accordingly.
That it should be denied at this 1ate
day that the gentleman mentioned told
the truth, is niot at ailsurprising to me.

Honu. Mr. MACKENZIE-I always
denied it.
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Mr. BOWELL-I have only to say
that I never heard the denial before,
and that this is but another instance
.of the manner in which elections have
been attempted to be carried in the
Province of Ontario during the past
ten or fifteen years, and also that these
.gentlemen when they attempt to hurl
at this side of the House, and at the
Conservative party, the introduction
of religious animosities into political
contests, forget their own actions, and
their own manner of proceeding, pre-
cisely as the hon. member for Shefford
lias acted in this instance. making a
speech for political effect, and fle
moment he is taken to task for it, they
deny the real significatioù of these
utterances, and say that he meant
ïomething else. It really must be
amusing to every gentleman in the
House, who knows the hon. member for
Shefford, to find that he pleaded
ignorance as to the meaning of the
word Ultramontane; it was a source
of great amusement to myself. I must
confess, if the statement had come
from a more humble member of the
party, one could have excused him,
and one might have supposed that he
had not written that letter for political
effect; but when an hon. géntleman, so
well read as he is, and who takes a
very prominent part in religious dis-
cussions, if my recollection serves me,
in connection with his own church
in Lower Canada, says that he does not
know what is the meaning of the word
Ultramontane, it was a source to
everyone of my friends who read it of
nothing but amusement, and I must con-
fess, sir, that it created a feeling of atter
and thorough contempt for him in the
mind of those who approved of the
sentiments which he proclaimed in that
speech.

Mr. MILLS-What does it mean ?
Mr. BOWELI-I refer my hon.

ikiend to (he Globe of the 8th of the
resent month, which contains an

article of about two columns in length,
gving explanations as to the differ-
6tices between Ultramontanism and
0allicanism; and he will find out all
Iie wants to know. I am quite satisfied
that the hon. member is not as ignorant

s he pretends to be, in assuming the
ftle that has been taken by the hon.

member for Shefford, and in trying to
make the House believe that when ho
uttered an appeal in order to stir up
religious feelings against Mr. White of
3Montreal, as an ally of the Roiau
Catholies, he meant sonething else.
If lie is really ignorant of the meanring
of the words, I am quito preparcd to
tell him if he will ineet me on any
occasion. If I supposed *o- , moment
that ho was ignorant 01, or that a
single man in the House (id not know
the signification of the toi nm ITit amon-
tanism, then 1 should be prepared to
explain it to hLim now. The hon.
meinber for Montreal Centre says,
that there is no such thing as U1 ltra-
montanism at the present day, that
they were all Catholies and hold the
same religious views, though we find
by the letter written by the member for
Halifax, that all Catholics at the
present day are Ultramontanes, and
The hon. member who has written
that letter can explain what Ultra-
montanism is, so that there must
be at least not a unity of senti-
ment among themselves as to the
meaning of the word. The position
of the Postmaster General to-day is
precisely the position of every member
of the Liberal party in Ontario. They
go into a constituency where they
know that a violent tirade against
Roman Catholicism will have its effect,
and they do not hesitate i o denounce
Ultramontanism and the Catholies of
Quebec; but the moment they go into
a constituency where the Roman
Catholics predominate, they preach a
different doctrine. Why did the Hon.
Postmaster General make that speech
in Argenteuil? Doos not every mem-
ber know that Argenteuil is largely a
Protestant constituency; that a very
large proportion of the electors hold
extreme views upon this subject?
And did he not know when they raised
the Freemason cry in Montreal, that it
was to prey upon the prejudices of
the Roman Catholics ? Both being usea
in order to stir up the prejudices of
the people. The Roman Catholics hold
extreme views on the question of
Freemasonry ; but they may be
honest in their belief that Free-
masonry is not right. Bat, whee
the hon. member for East Hastings
said that the sentiments uttered by thé
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hon. member for Terrebone at the din-
ner in Montreal, were the sentiments of
every honest man in the country, and of
every Liberal man ; that, while he con-
demned Freemasonry, he was prepared
to elect Protestants who joined that
society, and that no Liberal Catholic
should refuse his vote on that account;
I say, as a Conservative of Ontario,
and as an Orangeman, and I do
not hesitate to announce on behalf
of that body, that these are the senti-
ments we entertain in reference to that
matter. If Ultramontaneism becomes
a question, in ho battle which the
Postmaster Gleneral speaks of, there
will be no difficulty in placing myself,
and those I am connected with in this
country; Roman Catholics are one
all over the world, and there is no
distinction ; Liberals and Blues, as well
as Rouges, all declare they are Ultra-
montanes ; the Protestant Conserva-
tives of Ontario have the right
therefore to select the candidate
whom they think is most in accord
with their political views, without be-
ing accused of prostituting their re-
ligious opinions. One gentleman is
an advocate of protection in this
country; another holds the same
religious views, but he differs from
him in his views on political questions,
being in tact a Free-trader, does
it follow that because I hold different
religious views from him, we ean-
not agree on a trade policy? I select
that member who, I believe, holds
views most in accord with my political
sentiments, and, as long as religion is
left out, I am quite willing and pre-
pared to work harmoniously with him.
But there is no difference in sentiment
betweei my hon. friend from Terre-
bonne, and the Liberal Catholics of
Lower Canada, on the question of reli-
gion, at least the Liberals say so; and
as long as they are one on that ques-
tion, Protestants are at liberty to ally
thomselves with those most in accord
with their political sentiments without
being accused of inconsistency; but
when the time for that battle comes,
spoken of by the Hon. Postmaster
General, it will be found that I shall
be ready to do battle with the hon.
gentleman. The hon. gentleman might
possibly have been selectod as one of
the leaders, and he might have suc-

Mr. BOWELL.

ceeded me in the Orange Society if he
had not backed down so ignominiously
from the position taken in his Argen-
teuil speech, when called to book by
the member for Halifax. I like a
man to have positive sentiments on
any subjects, whether political or
religious, and when these sentiments
are attacked to stand up and defend
them. It is all very well for the hon.
gentleman to say that ho spoke on
his own behalf; it is ail very well
for the Premier to say the Post-
master General spoke only on his own
behalf, but that doctrine is not that
which should govern a great party in
this country. It is a direct blow-a
second or a third one-that these bon.
gentlemen have made at the true prin-
ciples of Responsible Govern ment since
they have held office; last year, in
abnegating their right to advise upon
great state questions as in. the North-
West difficulty by preventing dis-
cussion in adjourning the House over
and over again to evade the motion
of the hon. member for Frontenac.
The ion. Postmaster General says he
always preached these sentiments, but
he says he was not fairly roported.
The hon. gentleman should not repu-
diate .the speech as reported in his own
organ, the Montreal Herald. But it is
always the same; whenever their
speeches, as reported in their own
organs, are calculated to do injury to
their party, they get up and re-
pudiate their own utterancas. The
hon. gentleman said the sentiments
that lie uttered at Argenteuil were
his sentiments, and further that if
the Government, of which he is an
important member, did not hold these
sentiments, and were not preparedlto
maintain them at all hazards, he would
be prepared to resign his seat in the
Cabinet. The Hon. Premier has
refused to answer the question of the
Member for Chateauguay, and the Post-
master General is prepared to keep his
place in the Cabinet. If the hon.
gentleman had the feeling which ought
to characterize and govern an adviser
of His Excellency, ho would have
thrown up his position long ago and
made way for a gentleman more in
accord with the views of bis leader.

Mr. BECHARD -If the House
would be so indulgent, I would like to
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make a few brief observations on the
question before the House, as a Catho-
lie, as a French Canadian, and as a
member of the Parti National of the
Province of Quebec. My hon. friend
from Terrebonne bas attacked the
speech delivered in the County of
Argenteuil by the Hon. the Post-
master (eneral, which has become so
famous during the past few weeks;
-and he regards this speech as inoppor-
tune, imprudent and dangerous; and
I nust say that I share this opinion
with my hon. friend. I cannot approve
of a certain portion of the speech de-
livered in the connty of Argenteuil
by the lon. the Postmaster General;
and, although after the explanations
he has given, I am quite convinced
that his intention was not to say as
much as his words implied, yet I must
tell him that ho said too much, and
things of which I cannot approve.
But, I am free to say, that while I
repudiate the speech of the Postmaster
General, I believe it was, to some ex-
tent, provoked by the conduct of the
'leaders of the Conservative party and
the writings of the Conservative press.
My hon. friend for Terrebonne bas
-not forgotten, and will not deny the
correctness of the statement, that
for some years past the Liberal party
and the Parti National of the Pro-
vince of Quebec have been de-
nounced by the Conservative press,
and upon the hustings at each election,
as composed of men hostile to the
]Roman Catholic Church; and at the
greater number of the elections, the
Parti National, and the Liberals of the
Province of Quebec, of which I am
a member, have been represented
-and for many years back-by our
political adversaries, the Conservatives
,or their writers, as composed of men
unworthy of being entrusted with the
interests of the country. My hon.
friend has expressed the opinion that
it was a dangerous thing to mingle
religious questions with the discussion
of political questions, and I am en-
tirely of his opinion. My hon. friend
has expressed such an opinion, and I
admired him for giving utterance to
such views. He made the same declar-
ation at St. Croix on the occasion of
the local elections in the Province of
Quebec, and I 'would be exceedingly

happy if my hon. friend could induce
the party of which he is leader to make
the same professions.

Mr. MASSON-I represent faith-
fully the views of the Conservative
party regarding this question.

Mr. BECHARD--Very well. I am
extremely pleased with the statement of
my hon. friend. I do not doubt that
this is his personal opinion. He made
the same statement at St. Croix
regarding this point, and I am quite
sure that this is his roal opinion; the
only thing I regret is the attitude of
the Conservative party and of the
Conservative press, which do not pro-
fess the same opinions or, at least, do
not put them into practice. It has
been pretended that the Conservative
party of the Province of Quebec has
been friendly to the clergy, and that
the Conservatives of the Province of
Quebec have given to the Catholie
clergy of Lower Canada that respect
and obedience to which, owing to their
virtues, they are justly entitled.
Granted: but further, this is exactly
the position taken by the Parti
National of the Province of Quebec.
Tb is pai ty does not refuse to the clergy
that high esteem, respect and obedience
to which they have a just right. The
Parti Yational of the Province of Que-
bec dots not deny that the priest pos-
sesses the rights of a citizen-a matter
in which my hon. friend for Charle-
voix is largely interested. In point of
fact this doctrine is not only shared in
by the Conservative party, but also by
the Parti National. But, I must infer
from the remarks of my hon. friend
from Charlevoix, that he thinks
the priest has the right to speak in
favor of such and such a candidate from
the pulpit? I do not think so,-else it
would be necessary to believe that the
priests have alone the right to control
the polities of the country, and at the
elections to impose their will upon the
electors; and it would be also noces-
sary to conclude, if the pretensions of
the Conservative party in this respect
were admitted to be well founded, that
to be a Catholie it is requisite to be
also a Conservative. But, Mr. Speaker,
I hope I will never be placed in the
alternative of becoming a Conservative
or else of ceasing to be a Catholie. I
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am a member of the Parti National of
the Province of Quebec, and I believe
I am as orthodox and as sincere a
friend of the religious institutions of
that Province as my hon. friend from
Terrebonne, and even the hon. member
for Charlevoix. I would repeat my
hope that the ion. member for Terre-
bonne will endeavour to impose upon
his party, and the Conservative organs,
the opinions and the principles lie pro-
fesses, and that they will no longer de-
nounce and point out as worthy of
public animadversion, the members of
the Liberal party of Quebec. During
a number of years past it is well known
that a great many of the elections in
Quebec have been carried on on
that basis, and that many French
Canadian Conservatives have spoken
more of religion than of politics on the
hustings, and have denounced the
members of our party as being hostile
to the Catholic Church, to sustain
whom or elevate to power would be to
materially damage the interests of the
Church. This is the manner, Mr.
Speaker, in which the Conservatives
have been conducting the elections.
My hon. friend for Terrebonne in his
speech, made allusion to the fact that,
on the occasion of the recent elections,
he sustained and advised his French
Canadian Catholic friends to sustain a
man who was a Freemason, although
on this point he was not in accord with
the principles held by the religious
press of Quebec and the articles pub-
lished a few years ago by the Nouveau
Monde against Freemasonry. My lion.
friend is well aware that the Catholic
Church has denounced the system of
Freemasonry, and he also well knows
that his principal organ, the Nouveau
Monde, publicly denounced Freema-
sonry as being antagonistic to the
interests of the Church, though it is
true that in connection with the
election to which they have referred,
the Nouveau Monde was silent and even
sustained the candidature of Mr.
Thomas White, whilst the candidature
was repudiated by the Journal de Trois
Rivières, also an organ of the religious
press.

Mr. MASSON-Do I understand the
hon. member to say that he himlself
rpudiates the position I have taken,
which I took at Montreal, which was

Mr. Bzoaun.

that when a Protestant presents
himself before the electors we are
obliged to take him as he is,
and if he is a Freemason, that we have
a right to vote for him? I understan4
that he opposes this view.

Mr. BECIARD-Not at all. The
lion. member does not comprehend me-
if that is his impression. I do UQt
disapprove of his conduct, for under the
same circumstances I would do the-
same thing. I never make an appeal
to religious passions when I am called
upon to discuss political questions, and
I am certain that the opinions I hold
with regard to religious questions are
as liberal as those entertained by the
hon. member. No matter what views
a man may entertain, if he hold them
conscientiously he is entitled to my
respect-it is his business, not mine;
and with reference to purely political
matters, it does not matter with me
whether a man be a Catholic or Pro-
testant, for I hold that religious ques-
tions should not be introdueed into the
discussion of politics. The Hon. the
President of the Council has made
allusion, in his reply, to the duty
of submission to the Catholic Church
on religious questions under certain cir-
cumstances, and I am of the same opin-
ion. With regard to such occasions, I am
ofthe sane opinion-as that to which my
hon. friend from Charlevoix referred.-
For instance; the American war for
independence, or on such occasions as
when the social system is threatened
with anarchy. On such occasions, I
hold it is not only the right, but the
duty of the clergy, as wetl as of all
honest men, to aid in the maintenance
of public order; and, at the same time,
I agree with my hon. friend the Presi-
dent of the Council, that when nmixed
questions present themselves, the
Church has the right to receive
from the State what she considers
proper legislation. But when purely
political questions are at issue,
as in connection with the elic-
tions of members for this HouseI hold
that I have the right to sustain the
candidate belonging to my party,
whether he be a Catholic or a Protes-
tant, without being obliged to enquire
into the question of his religious be-
lief. Ris belief is neither an objec-
tion, in my opinion, to his candidature,

Address.
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nor does it bind me to work for him,
for I look at his position from a prac-
tical and political stand point, and
that suffices. It is not sufficient to
tell me that such a man is a Catholie
to make me believe that he is an hon-
est man ; he may be an honest man,
or he may be a thief. Neither is it
sufficient to say he is a Protestant to
make me believe that he is a wretch
(un misérable), for he may be a Pro-
testant and still be a perfectly honour-
able man. This is the position taken
by the Parti National on this question.
It is to be deeply regretted that in the
Province of Quebec, the religious
question has been introduced into polit-
ical discussions. It is well known
that the Conservative press, or, at
least, a part of it, has treated the mem-
bers of the Liberal Party during the
past fifteen or twenty years in the
character of Communists, Communards,
and Nationards; and they have en-
deavoured to establish a comparison
between the members of our party and
the most wretched beings in the world,
the French Socialists. This is what
they bave sought to make the
electors of Quebec believe, repre-
senting that a member of the
Liberal party sympathises with the
subversive and utterly absurd doctrines
of the French Socialists; at each elec-
tion this is a plank in the Conserva-
tive platform-a deplorable state of
things. With reference to the speech
pronounced by the Postmaster General
in Argenteuil, I maintain that it was
provoked to a certain extent by the
conduct of the Conservative press in
constantly introducing religious ques-
tions into the discussion of political
matters whenever opportunity offered.
I t ust. that my Ion. friend from.
Terrebonne, will, as I have already
remarked, induce his party to adopt
his personal opinions; and I am certain
that if they had been held and ob-
served by the Conservative party
no such speech as that which I regret
to have been made in Argenteuil would
have ever been delivered.

son. Mr. HOLTON-If no other
hon. gentleman has any observations
to offer, perhaps, as I incurred or as-

umed the grave reponsibility ofgiving
lise to this discussion, I may be per-
mitted to say a very few words in

connection with the discussion on this
paragraph, or rather avail inyself of
the right of speaking on the subse-
quent paragraph. I have very little,
indeed, to say ; the object I had in view
was to obtain the explanation which I
did from my hon. friend, the First Min-
ister, and to ascertain from my dis-
tinguished friend whether le approves
of this speech of the Postmaster Gen-
eral in the County of Argenteuil. I
felt that this speech was a deadly blow
at the existence and the very life of
the party, which I have spent my
whole political life in endeavouring to
build up and sustain according to
the measure of my humble ability. I
feit, Sir, that we the members of the
Liberal party of the Province of
Quebec, were entitled to know, and to
know at the earliest possible moment,
whether the sentiments of that speech
had the approval of the head of the
Government, or of the Government at
large, of which the Postmaster General
was a member. The answer, although
not quite so explicit on the constitu-
tional point concerning the general
responsibility of Ministers for each
other's views as I could have desired, I
take to be a satisfactory answer to this
question, and the Hon. the First Minis-
ter has not ventured to give his assent
to the doctrines of th Argenteuil
speech. I assume, therefore, that he
condemns those doctrines, because that
condemnation is implied in his state-
ment of his individual views, supported
as his statement is by his uniform line
of conduct as a public man. That part
of his statement, as I had occasion to
say, was entirely satisfactory to me,
and growing from that is an implicit,
if not an explicit condemnation of the
speech of the Postmaster General in
Argenteuil. So far for the First Mi-
nister. Then as regards the party
in Lower Canada. Not one of the
supporters of the Government from
Quebec has ventured to offer even an
apology for the Argenteuil speech,
not one. The leading French Canadian
Minister in this Government has told
us, in the most explicit terms, that
he was alarmed when he read that
speech, and that he took the earliest
possible opportunity of ascertaining-
feeing that his own position was
deeply involved in the matter-whether
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the Government approved of the
speech. All the hon. members
,on this side of the House who have
spokeni-the member for Montreal
Centre, and the member who has just
taken his seat-all the members who
have spoken have united in condemna-
tion of the speech. J therefore fnd,
sir, that this is the result of the disus-
sion to which I gave rise by a very
direct enquiry-au enquiry I thought
I was entitled to make-and not only
entitled to make but which it was my
duty to make, in the position I occu-
pied as a public man who has repre-
sented a constituency for very many
years, and various constituencies for
very many years, in Lower Canada.
I say, Sir, that I have attained substan-
tially the object I had in view; that,
the speech was condemned by the First
Minister, and is condemned by all the
supporters of the Government from
the Province of Quebec. Of course,
Sir, it is not for me to indicate the
logical result that must flow from that
in view of the declaration of the hon.
gentltman at the close of his speech
in Argenteuil. The hon. gentleman
himself calls hear, hear. Of course,
he says that it is not necessary for me
to indicate ; but, Sir, I desire to say
one word as to my own position in this
matter. For twenty-two years I have
been fighting this battle against very
great odds, with very great difficulties
in my way; and I have been exposed,
as all publie men are, to misrepresenta-
tion and to injustice even, and to
rigorous criticism always. During the
whole of these twenty-two years, Sir, I
have ever had occasion to affiliate
myself with Englishmen or Protes-
tants, and Roman Catholic electors; but
J never have been reproached by Roman
Catholie electors for doing anything
hostile to them, their opinions, their
sentiments or their feelings. I have not,
therefore, conducted the battle, so far
.as I am concerned, during these twenty-
two years, in any shape or forim upon
the burning questions of race and
creed; but, Sir, I am not disposed, as J
arn growing old, and as the time when
I shall actually retire from public life
is drawing to a close-I am not dis-
posed to engage in a new departure
at the bidding of an hon. gentleman,
who chooses to go into a county, and

Hon. Mr. H1oLToN.

who, as a member of the Government
of this country, proposes a new depar-
ture to his party, including myself. I
say, at this stage, and I say it frank-
ly, I am not disposed to take
part in • any such new departure,
and I felt that it was due to My own
position, due to those friends who have
stood by me during these many years,
that I should repudiate and protest
against the attempt to import a new
element into our midst which, if suc-
cessful, would render all legitimate
politics in Quebec and throughout the
Dominion impossible, and transform
that which, I may say, is the pleasantest
society in the Dominion if not in
America, to wit, the society ofQuebec,
into a pandemonium. This is my vin-
dication of the course I have taken.

Mr. ROCIIESTER-This discussion
has taken a very wide range in many
ways, a range that certainly may be
regretted by all parties. If the Post.
master General was honest in making
that speech be was very wrong in
writing, the apology he wrote. I say
distinctly that every man, whether he
be Catholic or Protestant, should be
consistent in his views. If he is, he
will be respected by all, even by those
with whom he disagrees, but the man
who truckles to both parties will be
respected by neither. My bon. friend
from North Wentworth says the Oppo-
sition have made a great deal of this
speech. I am inclined to think there
has been as much talking and as hard
things have been said on one side as on
the other. It was rather unfair for the
bon. member to attribute anything to
past differences. He alluded to what
occurred two or three years ago, and
also to some private conversation with
a member of the Opposition, and said
the memory of the past rankled in
our hearts at this time. If the con-
versation he speaks of was private, it
should never have been repeated bere.
I think the hon. member was wrong
in attributing anything of the kind to
the Opposition. The bon. member for
North Ontario alluded to me as an
Orangeman. Before ho attempts again
to give advice to those who are his
seniors, as far as Orangeism is concern-
ed, ho should be careful not to make
assertions that he is not prepared to
substantiate.
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Mr. RYMA>-I am sorry if I have
hurt the feelings of my old and re-
spected friend. He is the last person in
the party that I would charge with
harbouring a vindictive feeling; but the
proverbiai ferocity of the she bear,
robbed of her whelps, is tameness itself
when compared with the feeling which
animates the Tory party generally
when they are deprived of office.

The Address was then carried.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that

said resolutions be.referred to a Select
Committee to prepare au Address to
-Ris Excellency.-Carried.

The Select Committee reported the
Address which was adopted.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the Address be engrossed and presented
to His Excellency.-Carried.

SUPPLY.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
that the House do resolve itself into a
Committee of Supply on Monday next.
-Carried.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
that this House resolve iteolf into a
Committee of Ways and Means.-Car-
ried.

NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOL ACT.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE presented a
message from His Excellency trans-
mitting a copy of a despatch from Earl
Carnarvon respecting the New Bruns-
wick School Act.

The House adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, February 14th, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three o'clock.

TWO MOUNTAINS.

Mr. SPEAKER announced that Mr.
Globensky had resigned his position as
the representative of the County of
Two Mountains in this flouse.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
a Special Committee of seven members
be appointed to prepare and report a
list of members to compose the Select

4

Standing Committees ordered by this
House. Ie said :-I mentioned on
Friday that some arrangement would
have to be made immediately to au-
thorize the printing, or some other
Committee to take charge of the re-
ports of the House. On thinking over
it, I believe it is much more conven
ient that a Committee of our own, and
not a Sub-Committec ofthe Joint Coin-
mittee on Printing should take charge
of the matter of reporting the debates,
and I shall therefore move, seconded
by Sir John Macdonald, that a Select
Committee of seven be appointed to
assume the direction, under orders of
this House, of the reporting and print-
ing of the debates. -Carried.

THE RULES OF THE HOUSE.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
appointment of a Select Committee to
consider certain amendments to the
rules of the House. He said-In mak-
ing this motion I may add that some
of the rules to be considered are con-
nected with the legislation of last Ses-
sion. Hon. gentlemen will see by
the 53rd section of the Supreme
Court Act, that it shall bc the duty of
the Judges of that Court to give opin-
ions upon certain measures that may be
submitted by Parliament, and it
was necessary that we should adopt
the rules that shoLld govern us in so,
submitting them. It is also proposed
to make some change, not perhaps
exactly to the saine extent but in the
direction of the change made in the-
House of Commons of England last
year, assented to by the Government
as to notices of motion and the order
in which they should Ibe proceeded
with. The right hon. -gentleman on
the other side of the House mentioned
on the last day of the Session of last.
year, that he would give. early notice
this Session of his intention to have
the rules of the House, as they now
stand, strictly enforced with regard to
taking up notices of motion and dis-
posing of them as they came up. It
would be desirable, I think, to consider
this by a Select Committee. The Leg-
islature of Ontario, and I think the
Legislature of Quebec, have adopted
certain rules with regard to the print-
ing of private bille, and the payment
of the feem before the meeting of the
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Hlouse. It has facilitated the trans-
action of business very much. I pro-
pose to submit to this Select Commit-
tee the question whether it would be
advisable for us to adopt the same
rule here to its full extent or not.
There is another rule in the English
louse of Commons with regard to the

,exclusion of strangers. At the will of
any member of this House, strangers
may be excluded from the galleries.
This has been felt in England, in con-
sequence of recent events, to be an in-
tolerable power placed in the hands of
any member of the House, and a change
has been made there which practically
puts it out of the power of any one
-man-although it leaves it in the hands
-of the Speaker-to enforce such a rule
at any time. I propose to leave it to
the Committee to consider whether
something of this kind should not be
-done here.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD suggest-
,ed that the Committee should be em-
powered to report from time to time.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
.a very good suggestion, which he would
adopt.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said perhaps
it would be more courteous to the Chair
to follow the usual custom and appoint
this Committec to assist Mr. Speaker
in revising the Rules of the House.
Perhaps the Hon. Premier would see fit
to change the motion in this way.

Hlon. Mr'. MACKENZIE thought it
had never been the practice of Parlia-
ment to put the Speaker on any Com-
mittee, and this was a matter apper-
taining so entirely to the government
ýof the House that it ought to be left in
their hands. The recollection of the
hon. member for Levis was about the
Library, a Committee being appointed
,every Session to assist the Speakers of
the two Ilouses in its management.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said the eus-
tom in this House had always been to
appoint such Committees to assist the
Speaker. He appealed to the right
hon. member for Kingston to say
whether this had not been the rule.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said his
recollection was not clear on the sub-
ject. He knew that a good many
Committees had been appointed to assist

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Mr. Speaker, but forgot whether this
was one of them. Perhaps the hon.
member for Chateauguay could give
some information on the subject.

lon. Mr. IOLTON said his recol-
lection rather ran with tjhe hon. member
for Levis, but he might be mistaken.

After some discussion the motion was
carried.

THE LIBRARY.

Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
appointment of the usual Committee to
assist Mr. Speaker in the management
of the Library% He said the names
were the saine as those of last year.

The motion was carried.

FISIHING LICENSES IN LAKE
DISTRICT.

sIMcOE

Mr. DYMOND moved an Addressto
lis Excellency the Governor General
for a return of all leases or licenses for
fishing stations in the Lake Simcoe
District; and of all fines and forfeitures
inflicted in the years 1874 and 1875 by
the Inspector of the said District, with
the names of persons convicted and
character of offence ;-also number
and aggregate amount of licenses to
kill fish in the winter months issued
by the said Inspector in the years
mentioned.

The motion was carried.

WHARVES AT MALBAIE, ETC.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General for:-lst. Copies of all
accounts and pay-lists presented to the
Government and also of all acceunts
and pay-lists paid by the Government
for the construction or repair in 1875
of the wharves at Malbaie, Les Eboule-
ments and Bay St. Paul; 2nd. A list
of the foremen and eierks einployed
in connection with such construction
or repairs; 3rd. A statement in detail
of the travelling expenses and salary
paid to each of the said foremen and
clerks; 4th. A list of the schooners
and barges employed for the said work,
or in connection with the said work,
shewing their tonnage and the amount
paid for each trip, and the system of
calculation of such payments; 5th. A
separate statement of the cost of
the work done on each of the
said wharves and an estimat of the

Routine
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ep8t of what romains to be done on
.each of them; 6th. A statement shew-
ing the total cost of the timber pur-
4hased for each of the said works,
shevring the price of such timber per
ftot, the name of the person from
*hom it was purehased, and what
.quartity was purchased for the pur-
pose; 7th. A statement shewing the
total amount paid by the Government
for the said works; 8th. A statement
éhewing the amount claimed and re-
maining to be paid for the said works;
9th. The report or reports of Henry
R. Symmes, Esq., and also the report
.or reports of Frederie Baillargé, Esq.,
Assistant Chief Engineer of the De-
partment of Publie Works, on the sub-

ject of the said works in the years
1874, 1875 and 1876.

Hon. Mr, MACKENZIE-I have
no objection to the adoption of the
motion, but I cannot promise ail the
information that the hon. gentleman
:asks. I will give it as far as possi-
ble. The hon. gentleman is aware
that Mr. Symmes died during the exe-
cution of this work from a sudden ill-
ness, and loft some of these matters in
ruch a state that it is impossible to
give all the information that he wants,
but I will give all I can.

The motion was carried.

SURVEYS IN CHARLEVOIX.
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an

Address to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying him to cause to be
laid before this House the report of
Henry R Symmes, Esquire, in refer-
ence to his surveys in the Parish of St.
Irénée iii the Electoral District of
Charlevoix in 1874 or 1875, also a
copy of the instructions issued to him
on that subject, and of all petitions and
correspondence which may have been
sent in or exchanged in relation there-
to.

Hon. Mr' MACKENZIE-I may say
to the hon. gentleman with regard
to all these subjects that there is
some very interesting correspondence.
Would he like to have it all ?

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Of course,
this matter interests me, and I have no
<dlubt the correspondence will prove
rnost interesting: e

The motion was carried.

StRVEYS IN ST. FIDÈLE AND ST. SIMEON.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General for copies of the report
or reports of Frederie Baillargé, Es-
quire, Assistant Engineer to the head
of the Public Works Department, on
his surveys in the Parish of St. Fidèle
and St. Siméon in 1875 ; the instruc-
tions furnished him in relation thereto,
and of all petitions and correspondence
presented or exchanged on the subject.
-- Carried.

VIOLATIONS OF DECK LOAD LAW.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved an
Address to lis Excellency the Governor
General for copies of all correspondence
between the Government of Canada
and any of its officers or with any indi-
vidual or public body in relation to
violations of the Deck Load Law, and
also in relation to violations of the
Port Wardens Act, with any instruc-
tions that may have been given by the
Government to its officers for the en-
forcement of the Laws referred to.
Mr. Mitchell said: My object in mak-
ing this motion is to call the ai tention
of the Government to the fact that two
very serious violations of the laws to
which I have referred have taken
place within the past year. This mat-
ter is of the greatest importance in
view of the Legislation of the Imperial
Parliament, which seriously affects our
shipping interests, and a very strong
remonstrance shoald be made that at
a crisis like the present any violations
should occur of the character at whiclé
English legislation strikes so directly
and desires to have strictly enforced.
I may state, for the information of
the Hon. the Minister of Marine,
that the cases to which I refer came
within my own knowledge. There
may have been many more violations
which have escaped observation. One
was a steamer of one of the steamship
lines which was loaded with grain, and
finding by the report which the Port
Warden is required to make, that she
could not be passed, went to sea in de-
fiance of the law and without the cer-
tificate necessary before clearing.
The other instance was that of the .
Churchill, which, after loading with a
cargo of grain, proceeded to Quebec and
took on board a dock load of timber-
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a fact which came out in the evidence
of the case now under examination.
Where cases of this kind arise it is the
duty of the Government to make a
stringent enquiry into the facts, and an
example of any ship-owners or agents
of ships who deliberately violate*laws
established for the purpose of saving
life and property, and which to some
extent justifies legislation which we
looked forward to as Canadians with
some apprehension, on the ground that
the Imperial Parliament should not by
its measures interfere with our ship-
ping. I make this motion purely for
the purpose of drawing attention to
the matter in order that some decided
stops shall be taken in regard thereto.
I should like to know what corres-
pondence, if any, bas been presented
to the Department of Marine and
Fisheries.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I am very glad
that the hon. gentleman has called
attention to this matter. There was
some correspondence with regard to
those violations of the laws.

The motion was carried.

INLAND WATERS OF CANADA.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General for all Orders in Couneil,
papers and correspondence between
the Government of Canada and the
Imperial Government or any publie
body or individual in relation to the
extention of the jurisdiction of the
Admiralty Court to the InlandWaters of
Canada. Mr. Kirkpatrick said-In mak-
ing that motion, Sir, I have no inten-
tion to do more than remind my hon.
friend, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, that it is now two years since
it was distinctly promised that this
matter should be brought before the
authorities in England and the neces-
sary formalities gone through to get
the Vice Admiralty Court extended to
the inland waters of Canada. Last
Session, too, the then Minister of Jus-
tice, in answer to a question from this
side of the House, stated that they
were in correspondence with the
Imperial Government on the subject,
and that a measure had been brought
before the Imperial Parliament to
effect the object sought. I hope to re-

Hon. Mr. MITOHELL.

ceive some assurance from the Govern-
ment that this long delayed matter
will be attended to.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-There bas been
some correspondence on the subject,
which, however, is incomplete, and not
in a condition to be presented to the
House. If the hon. member will with-
draw bis motion for the present,
I will give him private notice when the
correspondence is in such shape as to
be brought down, and of course we will
assent to a renewal of the motion.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Of course, if
the correspondence is incomplete, I
shall withdraw the motion. I hope,
however, that other two years will
not pass before the matter is settled.

THE BAIE VERTE CANAL.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbuiy), enquired
whether a minority report of one or
more of the Commissioners appointed
by the Government to report upon and
investigate the nature and extent of
the commercial advantages to be de-
rived from the construction of the pro-
posed Bay Verte Canal has not been
made; if so, whether it will be printed
and circulated for the information of
the country ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-In reply
to my hon. friend, I may say that no
such report bas been made to the Gov-
ernment. I was informed however, by
the Chairman of the Commission that
one of the Commissioners proposed to-
make a minority report, and I received
yesterday a copy of a printed pamph-
let purporting to be such report, but
no communication has been received
from Mr. Lawrence to identify that
pamphlet as his production. The pre-
sumption is that it is the minority
report. The pamphlet is printed in a
shape not suited for our journals.
Such as it is, the pamphlet, of which
there are a number of copies, will be
distributed among the members.

PURLIC ACCOUNTS.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT laid the
Public Accounts on the Table. -

The House adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

Routine Business.
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iHOUSE OF COMMONS.

TUESDAY, Feb. 15, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

dôclock.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE presented
the Report of the Select Committee ap-
pointed to prepare lists of members to
compose the Standing Committees.

Hon; Mr. CAUCHON presented the
first- report of the Committee on Re-
porting and Printing of Debates.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the name of Hon. Mr. Blanchet be sub-
stituted for that of Hon. Mr. Holton on
the Library Committe.-Carried.
. Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
concurrence of the House in the report
of the Committee appointed to prepare
a list of members for the Standing Com-
mittees, so far as regards the Commit-
tee on Standing Orders. He said this
was the only Committee that required
to go to work immediately.

The motion was carried.

THE VETERANs oF 1812-15.
Mr. DELORME moved an Address to

His Excellency the Governor General,
praying for a Return shewing the
names, age and residence of the Vete-
rans of 1812-15 who have applied for
and who have received a gratuity
from the Federal Government of
Canada, the number of those Militia-
men having commissions as officers,
and how many such applications have
been made by persons living out of
,Canada.

Hon. Mr. VAIL-I have to some
extent antiaipated the desire of my
lhon. friend. The papers have been in
the hands of the printer some weeks. I
hope in the course of eight or ten days
to. be able to lay on the Table of the
House the fullest information on the
subject.

The motion waA carried.

THE DEPUTY COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS AT
CHICOUTIMI.

Mr. CIMON moved an Address to His
Excellency the Governor General for-
1st. Copies of the commission of
Damase Hudon, Esq., as Deputy Col-
lector of Customs at Chicoutimi; 2nd.

Copies of all correspondence in rela.
tion to the appointment of the said
Damase Hudon, Esq.; 3rd. Copies of
the Order in Council or other document
fixing the salary of the said Damase
Hudon, Esq. ; 4th. A statement shewing
the several amounts collected by the
said Damase Hudon, Esq., in his said
capacity, from the lst May, 1875, to
the lst November, 1875, and the
amounts paid by him in consequence.

Hon. M'r. BURPEE-With regard
to the first and second parts of the re-
solution, I think there has been no
commission issued to the officer, nor
has there been any correspondence on
the subject. The information asked
for in the third and fourth parts will
be furnished as soon as possible.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD suggested
that the first and second parts be
struck out.

The suggestion was adopted, and the
motion as amended was carried.

MINISTERIAL CHANGES.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD-Before
proceeding to the orders of the day,
I think it would be gratifying to the
House if my hon. friend would give
some explanations with respect to the
reconstruction of the Government by
the addition to it of the Minister of
Justice and the President of the
Council.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The House
is entitled to explanations regarding
the introduction of new Ministers into
the Cabinet, especially where there may
have been a divergence of opinion be-
tween any of those introduced into the
Government and those who previously
constituted it. My hon. friend the
Minister of Justice, it is well known,
took a different ground from the Ad-
ministration in reference to one mea-
sure last Session-the Bill relating to
the construction of the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway. The ground upon
which that difficulty arose was plainly
stated in the House, and fully under-
stoodà by myself prior to and after the
introduction and passage of the BilL
The defcat of that Bill in the other
branch of the Legislature rendered
it necessary for the Government to
adopt some other policy with regard
to that-particular part of the arrange-
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ment made upon the recommendation of
the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
b-ord Carnarvon. That policy will be
dieveloped in the papers to be brought
down, and is, I may say, practically
known already t.o the public, although
not formally before the House at this
time. Upon no other point was there
a divergence of opinion between my
hon. friend and myself, and this matter
being arranged he accepted the offer
I made himi of the portfolio of the De-
partment of Justice. Jpon the resig-
nation of the late Postmaster General,
the former Minister of Justice, now a
Judge, took his place, and the Hon. Mr.
Blake was appointed in accordance with
my offer as Minister of Justice. At a#
later period, when the late Postmaster
Generâ?l was appointed one of the
Judges of the Supreme Court a vacancy
thereby occurred in the Cabinet, and I
made an offer of that office to my hon.
friend beside me (Mr. Hluntington),
Mr. Cauchon assuming the portfolio of
President of the Council. I have noth-
ing to say with regard to that, as there
is no explanation necessary, such as I
have made with reference to the Min-
ister of Justice. These two appoint-
ments are, therefore, made upon the
grounds I have stated-the one by an
agreement on all matters of poliCY of'
the Administration, and in the other
there was no divergence of opinion re-
quirng explanations to the Ilouse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-If I
may be allowed to make a few re-
,marks, as is usual in such cases, if not
according to parliamentary rules, at
Jeast in accordance with parliameii-
tary practice, I will thank my hon.
friend for the explanation which
he has given, but must say that per-
haps it is not very accurate. It is,
however, pretty much what we looked
for. I don't think he was strictly ac-
curate in stating that there had only
been a divergence between himself
and the Hon. the Minister of Justice
on the Nanaimo Railway. If I remem-
ber rightly, there was another point
which is of much more importance
than that measure. It was as to the
duty of the Administration to lay
before Parliament contracts of consid-
eorable size and importance made on
such publie works as the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Railway. I think it is

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

within the recollection of every mem-
ber of this House, that when the mo-
tion for the passage of the Bill was
made, the hon. gentleman who sits near
me, .with the Hon. the Minister of
Justice, felt they could not vote with
the Government of the day and with-
drew from the House.

Hon. Mr. BLAKF-No, Sir, I did
not. I voted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDOlALD-
Oh! I beg pardon, it was on the-
telegraph question my hon.'friend with-
drew. Hie was ut variance with the
head of the Government on that point.
It would be satisfactory to know
whether it bas been agreed between My
hon. friends that in future this fHouse of
Parliament bas the right to have a voice
in the approval and submission of con-
tracts before they are finally consider-
ed and ratified beyond recall. With
regard to the telegraph question, I
should like to know-t suppose We-
will know during the Session-
whether the contracts aie going on not-
withstanding that the line has not
been located. With respect to my bon.
friend, the President of the Couneil, it
is true, as the First Minister said, that
we were not aware of any divergence
of opinion during the last Session
between them. My hon. friend haa
acceded to the position ofMessrs. Dorion
and Fournier. Their mantles have
fallen on bis shoulders, and no doubt
he will fill the representative position
of leader .f the French Liberal, or
Rouge party, in this House as ably as
the present Chief Justice and Mr. Jus-
tice Fournier did. However, Mr.
Speaker, it is my recollection that my
bon. friend, the President of the Coun-
cil, has been a life-long Conservative-
that he was a member of a Conser-
vative Administration and elected to a
high position, and for all I know he is
a strong Conservative yet. Now, one
of three things must have happened.
Either my hon. friend bas become, if I
may use the familiar phrase, a Rouge,
or represents that party, or the Rouge
party has become Conservative ; or if he
is not a Rouge, we have a coalition, de-
clared to be immoral and corrupt by4he
united voice of the whole Liberal party
in Lower Canada. I think, under L.e
circumstances, we ought to have sa
explanation on this point; and I havo
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no doubt the President of the Council
will eagerly seize an opportunity to
give such explanation.

Hon. Mr. BLAKF-The right hon.
gentlemai .has not accurately remem-
bered the discussion with reference to
the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway.
1 think I am able correctly to state the
course I pursued in connection with
that question. I pointed out that those
persons yho-held that it was essential
to observe to the full the arrangement
which Lord Carnarvon suggested to
the Government of this .country, were,
in my opinion, logically bound to sup-
port the motion of the First Minister
for the second reading of the Bill con-
taining, as it did, a provision that the
contracts should not be proceeded with
at once. There was no difference of
opinion at any time that I was aware
of upon the general policy of the sub-
mission of such contracts; in point of
fact, in the Pacifie Bill of 1874
the submission of contracts was
provided for. It was justifiable
fbr all those prepared to accept
the Carnarvon terms to support
the measure, which passed with
a clause reserving the contracts
for the approval of Parliament. I
explained this to those who called
upon me for advice, and it -was
upon that view I voted with the hon.
member for Cumberland,and at the same
time stated that those who sustained
Lora Carnarvon's terms were logically
bound to vote for the measure.
Had that Bill been carried-had it be-
come an Act of Parliament-other con-
siderations would have arisen as to my
duty in accepting the offer of my hon.
fiiend on my right. But, as he says,
the Bill -was lost, and the consideration
arose what should then be the
policy of the Government, That
policy is before the public and
practically before the Roue already.
With regard to the telegraph
contracts, -it is perfectly true that
I abstained from voting on that
question, because I did not compre-
hend thoroughly the observations
made on this side of the Ilouse,
or in point of fact what had been
done in reference to those contracts. I
would have voted according to mylhdg-
ment if I had had information which
would have enabled me to arrive st a

clear conclusion. I may add, however,
wth reference to that and other mat-
ters, that I do not understand it is the
duty of every person invited to join
the Government to arrive at a theo-
retical agreement as to past transactiona
so that something of the same nature
may not occur in the future. In1 such a
case, however, one may honestly aecept
the position if he conccives such past
acts to be errors in judgment. Under
the circumstances, it is not for my
hon. friend to complain because I
have joined the Administration after
what has been already said upon
the subject by the piress of his own
party.

Hon. Mr. CAUCION-I can give
a satisfactory answer in a very few
words to the question put Ly the
right hon. gentleman. I have been
acting for about four years with thp
party on this side of the House ; and
during that period I did all in my
power to break down the late Adminis-
tration ; hence I do not think it at all
strange that I should have come into
the Goverunment. At the same time I
think that it would be very interesting
to learn what the right hon. gentle-
man understands by the words Con-
servative and Liberal. I remember
when I was a Ministerial colleague
of the right hon. gentleman-and
that was long ago ; - that was a
Conservative Administration, but to-
day, a head or a tail-you may regard it
either way-has been pre-fixed or added
to the title, and the party is knowa
under the name of Liberal Conserva-
tive or Con servative-Li beral. There
is another fact I recollect. When
the right hon. gentleman attempte4
to introduce into his Cabinet the gen-
tleman who at present fi1s the position
of Chief Justice of Lower Canada,
I may ask, did he then desire that
gentleman to abandon his principles as
a Liberal, or did he intend to abandon
lis own principles as a Conservative.?
And in another instance, at the very
same time, the right lon. member
for Kingston endeavoured to prevail
upon the present Premier to enter hia
Administration. Were his intenttions
similar? Did he purpose persuading
the present First Minister to forsak
bis political principles, or to renounce
his own ? I thank the right hon.
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gentleman for the kind manner in
which he put his question.

Ion. Mr. TUPPER-If I might berermitted to make a few observations,
I would address the louse upon this
imost important question-than which
I contend, Sir, there is no matter of
greater moment that can come under
the consideration of Parliament, or one
in which the whole country is more
deeply interested; namely, the recon-
struction of the Government. I think
that the hon. gentleman who
bas just taken his seat misunderstood
the remarks of the right hon.
gentleman who preceded him. lIe did
not attack my hon. friend the
President of the Council for having
taken the course ho did. It was quite
right 1 contend, Sir, for the Hon.
President of the Council to take the
course he bas ; but one of the great
questions in controversy from the first
moment I had the honour of taking a
seat on that side of the House-one of
the leading questions forced upon the
attention of 'Parliament by the
hon. gentlemen opposite, was the
difference in opinion which existed in
relation to coalitions. My right hon-
-ourable friend never claimed that
there was anything wrong in the
mere fact of joining coalitions-such
coalitions being a combination of gen-
tlemen of difforent political opinions
in order to carry on the Administration
of the country-provided they couldi
agree with respect to questions of go-
neral interest that came under the
consideration of the Government. And
holding these views, he did not attack
my hon. friend the President of the
Council for going into the Govern-
ment. It was quite in accordance with
the views and sentiments he and his
party had held, and it was for the hon.
gentleman who leads the Government
to explain to this House and to the
people of this country, why it was that
when he sat on this side of the House
he contented that coalitions were vi-
eious and corrupting; yet, when he
changed his place, bis doctrines were
just the reverse; and that he found such
a coalition offered quite sufficient
ground for him to call upon this House
to drive the Conservative party out of
office. We have been in this House
too long, Sir, not to know that the Hon.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON.

the Premier and the Hon. theMinister
of Justice have urged upon Parliament
the corruptness of the action ofthe Ad-
ministration upon that occasion, and
that coalitions were denouneed by
them in this louse and out of it in
the strongest possible terms. They
said that parties who came into
the Government for the mere pur-
pose of governing the country com-
promisêd themselves. 'But, Sir, i
do not complain particularly of the
accession of the President of the
Council, although the necessity for it
is one of the strangest instances that
could be given of the inconvenience of
coalitions under certain circumstances.
There is, perhaps, no means by which
the leader of the Government could
say to this House and to the country,
so clearly that he bas entirely aban-
doned all past principles, and that all
he has stated on the subject of coalition
was stated, not because that was a prin-
ciple of which he honestly disapproved,
but was a means by which he hoped
the Government might be displaced.
Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman, if he
had searched all over Canada for the
express purpose of giving to this House
and the people of this country evi-
dence that he had entirely abandoned
his views and principles on that ques-
tion, could not have done Po more
effectively than by taking into his Gov-
ernment the Hon. President of. the
Couneil. He (Mr. Cauihon) and the
Leader of the Governmont in respect to
their political views-at least, so far as
they are known-arc as wide as the poles
asunder; and the fact that my hon.
friend the Prime Minister availed him-
self of the aid ofthe Hon. the President
of the Council on a certain occasion, is
not a sufficient reason why a cardinal
and anti-coalition principle which the
Leader of the Government has
impressed upon the House should
not be observed. I. say that the
presence of the Minister of Justice in
this Government is not only an
illusf•ation of a coalition Govern-
ment ; but, I contend that tried by the
principles which these hon. gentlemen
have professed, and by the doctrine
they for so many long years have en-
(leaFnred to force on the attention of
this country, it is an extremely vicious
combination. The hon. gentleman wil
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not misunderstand me in the use of
these ternis. I am using them simply
in the way in which they were used by
those gentlemen themselves, as repre-
senting a compromise ofprinciple. Now,
Sir, the course taken by my hon. friend
who holds the very high position of
Minister of Justice has been a very re-
markable one, and we cannot
suppose that a gentleman of his
talents and high standing in the
country can take a prominent
part in the management of the public
affairs of this country, and it be all
forgotten in an hour. He is a gentle-
man of too much mark and considera-
tion in the estimation of the people of
,Canada, for us to suppose for one
moment that the public would be in-
different to any step he may take.
Now, Sir, what was the step taken by
the hon. gentleman before the forma-
tion of this Government, when the late
Government were about to be displaced?
My hon. friend stated, and I have no
doubt he did so with the utmost sin-
cerity-lending additional weight to
the great power he wielded with
reference to the deplacement of his
predecessors in office, that he would
gain nothing by the change-
that lie was quite an impartial and dis-
interested public man-that if the Ad-
ininistration were driven from power,
nothing could induce him to accept
office. That. Sir, was the manner
in which the hon. gentlemen lent addi-
tional weight to the arguments he ad-
dressed to this House when he asked
it to displace his predecessors. I know
the hon. gentleman too well to doubt
for a single moment his entire truth
and sincerity when he made that state-
ment to the House, but in spite of a
declaration of that kind, he became a
member of the Government the very
next day. I do not say, Sir, that it was
not right or unwarranted in view of
the Epeech lie had delivered on the day
previous; but J do maintain that
never was there an instance in which
great political principles were more
thoroughly left in abeyance than when
the hon. gentleman subsequently ad-
mitted that lie went into the Govern-
ment of Canada without any intention
ofremaining in it; that the hon. gentle-

anSu, in fact, presented a Mackenzie-
.Blake Administration to the people

for their acceptance or rejection,
having, at the same time, de-
termined that he would continue a
member of the Cabinet only until the
victory had been secured, and publie
approval had been obtained with regard
to the character of an Administration
of which he was one of the most pro-
minent Ministers, - abandoning the
high position he had accepted and re-
tiring into private life the moment a
verdict was secured in favour of the
Ministry. Well, Sir, the lion. gentle-
man, I presume, bad sufficient reasons
for retiring from the Government, but
what I blame him for is because it
was never satisfactorily explained to
the people of this country why le took
office without the intention of serving
the country in that high position which
he had accepted as a member of the
Government of Canada. I believe that
he had sufficient reasons for the course
he pursued; and further, that if he had
based such retirement upon those rea-
sons, instead of lending his powerful aid
to the Administration in order to carry
the elections, without any purpose as
to giving the Government and the
country the benefit of his services, J
consider that his position would have
been much stronger as a publie
man, to-day. Those reasons, how-
ever, were not made known to
the louse, though I believe they
were communicated to the Leader of
the Government; at least I assume so,
not having the honour and plea-
sure of having the confidence of
these gentlemen, and my assumption
is based upon the public acts of the
hon. gentleman who left the Cabinet.
One of the most striking events that was
perhaps ever presented in our political
history occurred a short time after-
wards, when my hon. friend the Prime
Minister took an opportunity-a very
out-of-the-way opportunity-to address
a publie meeting at Prescott, although
not in connection with a Dominion
election, but with reference to the
Local Administration of the affairs of
this Province. I have understood that
it was another leading principle held
by the gentlemen opposite, that Do-
minion Cabinet Ministers should keep
entirely aloofand preserve an entire in-
dependence from that Administration ;
but my hon. friend the Prime Minister
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gave the country the benefit of a recess
Address upon that occasion, and
everyone was astounded on account
of the character of that speech. What
did he do ? Why, Sir, no one could
read his remarks addressed to the
people of Canada-for a Prime
Minister cannot othei wise speak in pub-
lic-without perceiving that he seized
this opportunity for the purpose of
denouneing in advance the views and
sentiments entertained by the lion. the
Minister of Justice. These opinions had
not as yet been so publicly anriounced ;
but, I assume, as 1 have a riglit to
assume-

Hon. Mr. MACKEENZIE - Hear,
hear.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-That he went
out of the Government, because he dif-
fered in his views with the lon. the
Prime Miinister who, unable, regarding
such radical, progressive and liberal
sentiments, to agree with my hon.
friend, accordingly denounced in ad-
vance the very principles which my
hon. friend the Minister of Justice sub-
sequently avowed as his own. To use
the emphatic language employed
by the Premier-"HIe warned the
Liberals of this country strongly
against those politicians who are
taking up these vagaries"-designating
in the most contemptuous terms he
could possibly find the theories a short
-time afterwards çromulgated by the
lion. the Minister of Justice in his
celebrated speech at Aurora. Why,
Sir, the moment that speech was
made, every person in this coantry at
once understood the position taken by
my hon. friend the Prime Minister at
Prescott, in crying down extreme
Liberal tendencies and forestall-
ing the language in which the Aurora
speech was couched. These sentiments
the First Minister held to be vaga-
ries, and matters which had no relation
to the proper conduct of public affairs,
warning the country against them.
And what do you suppose, Sir, were the
strong reasons which my hon. friend
the Prime Minister gave for seeking
to crush out any attempt of such a
nature. Why, Sir, it was that such a
policy on the part of the Liberals
would bring baek the Tory Administra-
tion at a very early day into power;
and he quoted history to show that

Hon. Mr. TYppER.

these differences of opinion had uni-
formly had a similar effect; that the,
views of the member for South Bruc0
threatened the country with chaos, ard
that a Conservative Administration,
as a consequence, would be restored tô-
office.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE - Would
that make chaos ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I say, Sir,
that this is one of the functionsý
of the Conservative party ; when
gentlemen produce a state of chaos
such a state of chaos as reigns at
the present moment in this country
-then it becomes the duty of
the Liberal-Conservative party to
bring the country out of that chaotic
condition. If I am allowed to proceed,
I will observe that this is a grave matter
and that it is so regarded by the Ilouse,
and by the people. My bon. friend
for South Bruce delivered what ho
himself called a disturbing speech. He
boldly took up the gauntlet thrown
down by the lion. the Prime
Minister, who declared a few
days previously that the Lib-
eral party should stamp out proceed-
ings of this kind, and he became the
great tribune of the people of this
country. le put himself forward, as &
man who had felt it necessary to
relieve himself of the trammels of
office for the purpose of vindicating
principles, which, however the lon.
the Prime Minister might disapprove
of them, he regarded as being so im-
portant as to warrant the severance
from him of one of his closest politicai
allies, and his assumption of an entirely
independent position. My hon. friend
must not suppose that he could make
such a speech as he del ivered at Aurora
without exciting the public and in-
spiring the advanced Libe-rals of this
country with the hope that a new do-
parture was imminent, and with grati-
fication because there was one man
calling himself a Reformer who ha4
sufficient independence and spirit t
say that he was a Reformer and that
he refused to follow a party which
could find nothing to reformn. These arç
the words, I think, though they werg
probably more elegantly expre.sse4.
Therefore, Sir, my hon. friend assumed
a position which created greatexpeot.
tion on the part of certain people is¡
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Canada, and having made this disturb-
ing speech, as was avowed by him-
self, with the full knowledge of the
consequqences, he came back to this
House and took bis seat, as several
other very independent gentlemen have
done, on that side of -the Blouse.
Was it to support my hon. friend, the
Leader of the Government? Why,
Sir, I declare in the presence of both
sides of the House, that n1o opponont
with whom the Administration had to
contend during the past Session, gave
so much trouble and so much anxiety
as ng hon. friend, who now occupies
the seat of the Minister of Justice; be-
cause, Sir, he was disposed to pursue
the same independent line of conduct,
which he publicly declared to the peo-
ple of this country he, as in duty
bound, intended to pursue in the in-
terests of Canada. He says, howcver,
that it was only a mere difference of
opinion with reference to the construc-
tion of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo
Railway, but my hon. friend can
scarcely sustain such a pretension; for
he charged the Prime Minister of this
eountry with having been false to the
duty ho owed Parliament, in making
an agreement with the Colonial Minis-
ter and entering into a compact with
British. Columbia without any reference
to the representatives of the people of
Canada. He charged him with having
exceeded the privileges which the
Prime Minister of any Government
ought to possess. That ws a pretty
wide divergence on a great question,
on one of the most important tran-
sactions in which the Government had
been or can be engaged with relation
to the material pnosperity of this
country. My hon. friend the Minister
of Justice challenged the action of his
leader-iDoes he shake his head?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE- do.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Does he mean

to deny that he challenged the right of
the Premier to enter into a compact
with Lord Carnarvon with relation to
the Pacific Railway, wjthout previously
submitting the terms to Parliament?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I was prepared
then, as I am now, to declare that no
Ministry can bind the country to any
termS without the assent of Parlia
ment.

Hon. Mr. TUPPERI-My hon. friend,
I know, is very astute in points of that
kind, but he must not suppose that he-
can lead the House to enter into the
nice distinction that'he has now raised.
I ask if the Ministry try to (o what
they have no right to attempt and what
they had not previously the power to do,
whether he should sustain them ? The,
Premier stated in so many words that
ho made the agreement, and expected
Parliament to ratify it. I say that is a
pretty wide divergence of opinion.
Then came the question of the terms
themselves. Why, every person knows-
that the Hon. theMinister of Justice, at
Walkerton, South Bruce, West Toronto
and other places, where lie afforded the
public the pleasure of hearing bis
voice, in Parliament aid out of Parlia-
ment, has been the loudest to denounce-
th e late Government as having imposed
an intolerable burden on the people of
this country in undertaking to build the
Pacifie Railway.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I do so now.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-And yet mi

hon. friend knows that all the burden
which the late Government ever in-
tended to impose upon Canada was an
agreement to give 630,000,000 money
and 50,000,000 acres of land to any
company that would construct, at
their own cost, risk, and responsi-
bility, the Canadian Pacific Railway.
And, Sir, my bon. friend knows that,
not content with making this provision,
there was a formal declaration by the·
thon Opposition, that the road should
not be built by the Government ; but
in spite of all this my hon. friend the-
Prime Minister entered into a solemn
compact with Lord Carnarvon, binding-

,the Government to build a road from
the shores of the Pacifie to the shores
of Lake Superior in fifteen years,
without any reference to Parliament,
and without any qualification what-
ever, as to whether it was within the
power or resources of the country or not.
As J said before, that was another
point on which, if there was not
divergence of opinion, there was a very
remarkable disagreement between the
two hon. gentlemen. The one by
his acts and the other by his words
have placed themselves in the strongest
possible antagonism. Well, Sir, my
hon. friend is a very distinguished and
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a very acute lawyer, but I must confess
I feel sorry for him-although my
sympathies are not as easily excited in
that direction as may be supposed-in
the position he occupies when he tells
the House that the reason he could not
vote on the motion then before the
House, in relation to the telegraph
contract, was that he could not make
up his mind on which side to vote, and
this after two such distinguished legal
gentlemen as the hon. member for
Cardwell and the right lion. friend
from Kingston had moved and
seconded a resolution, declaring that
the contract made by the Government
was utterly at variance with the
Statute and should be annulled. And
yet, Sir, the Hon. the Minister of
Justice was not able, after the dis-
cussion on this subject by these
distinguished legal gentlemen, to
decide which of the two was
the right side to vote upon.
The louse knows that the same
gentleman withdrew from the Govern-
ment, and made a disturbing speech at
Aurora, and attacked the terms made
by Lord Carnarvon at one of the most
critical moments in the Government of
the country. Having assailed the
Government for having violated the
law and made a contractinvolving the
expenditure of over one million of
money; in the teeth of that, and at a
time which was really a very criti-
cal moment for the (overmnent,
my hon. friend put on his bat and
walked out of the louse rather than
compromise his high position as a
lawyer by sustaining the administration
Now, Sir, I think the House and the
country naturally came to the con-
clusion from the moment the Aurora
speech was delivered, that my hon.
friend had placed himself as far asunder
as the polos from the Leader of' the
Government on a question of very
great political importance. I do not
refer to the Nanaimo Railway,
although my hon. friend took the
ground that the Government had
unnecessarily placed very heavy
additional burdens on the shoulders of
the people in connection with that
railway, independent of anything bind-
ing upon them by the action of their pre-
decessors. On that question-one that
wou'd involve the expenditure of mil-

Hon. ]kr. TuPPr.

lions-my lion. friend took and main-
tained his ground, notwithstanding
that he did so against the Government,
and after the declaration of the Prime
Minister in his place in Parliament
that the honour of the Government was
involved in the carrying out of the
contract which he had made. I think
it would be difficult to imagine that an
hon. gentlemin who had placed himself
in such a position, and who would lead
the people to suppose that it was
impossible for him to consent to a great
sacrifice of principle, would takt his
place in the Government. But we find
that, with wonderful tact and power,
the Prime Minister seems able to over-
com, all opposition on the part of those
holding different views, and to draw
them within the magie circle of his in-
fluence. He exercised his wonderful
mesmeric power-for J suppose nothing
else could account for it-on the hon.
member for South Bruce, and what is the
consequence ? I deplore the result-in
the interests of pubie morality I was
going to say, but I won't say that for
fear my hon. friend may think I am
quoting fi-om him-in the interests of
the political status of Canada. I de-
plore it because it strikes down a great
tribune of the people and leaves him a
simple place-man, although the position
lie holds is one of the most important
and distinguished in the country. He
bas rendered it impossible, without a
great sacrifice of principle, that he
should ever take the place he formerly
had. If we ever haid in this country
the spectacle, not only of a coalition,
but a vicious coalition, it is that
formed by the Premier and the
Minister of Justice. Who, that las
read the speech delivered by the hon.
member for South Bruce, at Aurora,
pored over it with delight and ad-
mired the stand which he took as
the tribune of the people, but feels
regret that such an hon. gentleman
should place himself in a position that
compels him to take back everything
which he advocated in the interests of
the people. Ie told us he was one
Reformer who would refuse to take a
position in a Government that had
nothing to reform. Well, he has gone
into the Cabinet. Have we got any of
those " idle vagaries," as the Premier
at Prescott stylod the measures for
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compulsory voting and the representa-
tion of minorities? Have we got any
of theother foibles held up to ridicule
by the Premier, as evidence that the
hon. member for South Bruce has net
only gone into the Cabinet of Canada,
but gone there to carry out the prin-
ciples he advocated at Aurora? He
goes there to adopt tho policy to which
he stood so strongly iii antagonism be-
fore the people of Canada. I don't
know that there can be anything very
radical or reforming in a Bill to
regulate the relations to the public of
common carriers, or a consolidation of
the laws that my right hon. friend -with
so much industry and ability placed on
the statute books of Canada. I fail to
find in these that the hon. gentleman
has gone into the Cabinet on other
grounds than any of his colleagues-to
carry out the policy of his leader. My
hon. friend the Premier has a happy
knack of relieving himself of the res-
ponsibility of his anti-coalition senti-
ments, which he urged with so much
force and eloquence as almost to con-
vince us unsophisticated people on this
side of the House that be was sincere.
He says, "I am the embodiment of Re-
form; anybody who comes to me must
be a Reformer, and therefore there eau
be no coalition." That may be very
satisfactory to the hon. gentleman, but
he should have thought of it when he
was assailing those who, while they
differed twenty years ago, were united
in their views at a later period. He
should have reflected that it was time
to assail coalitions only when
the vicious results of them were
apparent. I say a vicions result
appears in this Government because
the tribune of the people scatters to
the winds all the reforms he advo-
cated, and his followers are led to
sustain a Government that calls itself
a Reform Administration, but can find
nothing to reform.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
member for Cumberland has come out
in a new role-as champion of public
morality-and I am sure the House
cannot but feel gratified that they have
found one so appropriate for the posi-
tion, considering-his antecedents. The
hon, gentleman has declared himself
in my presence a Reformer, and said
it was a malignant falsehood to style

hini anything else. He has also de-
clared himself a Conservative. Now, I
have never been anything but a Liberal,
and I have been elected as the*Leader
of the Reform party. There is no
member of the Administration that is
not cognizant of and in accord with
the action which gave nie tha t position,
and there is no member of the Admin-
istration to-day holding office in any
other way than as a representative of
the great Liberal party of Canada.
The hon. gentleman, Sir, seems to
think that by an ingenious distortion of
historcial facts--not wilful of course-
he can convict me, not of anything
wrong, but of a possible divergence of
opinion from my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Justice on certain speculative
opinions with regard te cumulative and
compulsory voting, although I never
delivered any speech on the subject.

,The hon. gentleman says 1 condemned
all the subjects mentioned in my bon.
friend's speech at Aurora, a few days
before, at a dinner. I went to Prescott,
not to deliver opinions on these subjects,
but simply at the request of an bon.
friend, spoke for a time on general
topics, and I do not think I touched on
the topies of the Aurora speech at all.
But, if I did, these are subjects we are
not expected to have exactly the same
opinions on; we may view them, not
from a party stand-point, but from an
individual point of view. I was de-
lighted at the speech of my hon. friend
at Aurora, and I had the ploasure of
writing to him shortly afterwards, ex-
pressing my delight at the ability with
which lie handled the subjects. The
hon. gentleman seems to think that
the Minister who had accepted
office in the Government when formed
in 1874 and left it a few months
afterwards, did so because there was
a difference of opinion-in fact
ho was accused very lately by
the principal organ, an organ that
is the property of the right hon. gen-
tleman to a certain extent, of defraud-
ing the public in having entered the
Cabinet and given the country the
impression that ho meant to continue
a member of the Government, but
when the elections were over he retired.
That organ was obliged to admit its
incorrectness when it admitted -that
the hon. member for South Bruce,
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before the clection of 1874, announce'd
hie attention of retiring at an early
period, so that the whole coantry had
the knowledge that he did not intend
to remnain in the Government at that
time-not because there was any diver-
-gence of opinion between himself and
his colleagues, because there was none-
but on account of private circumstances
which made that particular action
necessary on his part at thaf time. I
have only a word to say regarding the
hon. gentleman's discussion of the
terms arrived at with British Columbia
-commonly known as the arrangement
made by Lord Carnarvon. I never
meant, nor could I mean by any possi-
bility, that the assent of Parliament
was not required to the Esquimault
and Nanaimo iRailway, and if I made
the House or any person believe that
1 could proceed without legislative
-authority, I regret that sueh should be'
the case for a moment. I introduced
the Bill, and it is well known I repudi-
sted the Order in Council of the hon.
gentlemen opposite to mal-e the ter-
minus at Esquimault. It was also well-
known, if we carried out the
terms of Earl Carnarvon, we must
ýsubmit a Bill to Parliament to obtain
their sanction for the expenditure of
the money. I do not think there is any
necessity for me to say anything more
on this subject ; the Government as
constituted now is simply representing
the Liberal party of the country, and
I hold precisely the same views of the
viciousness-the word is preferred to
any other-of the viciousness of
soalitions I always did, and gave
practical illustration of by myself
refusing to be a member of a coalition.

Mr. BUNSTER - I heard the hon.
Leader of the Government say he was
-delighted with the Aurora speech. I
say the hon. gentleman who delivered
that Aurora speech did wrong, and I
assure the House it surprised me terri-
lbly when I read it. I ask the present
Ministry whether they adhere to the
Aurora speech as well as to the hon.
gentleman who delivered it ? I think
that they do, as they have taken the
hon. gentleman into the Cabinet who

as always been against the interests
of British Columbia. The Government
has done wrong to take hold of a gen-
tleman who has said so much against

Hon. Mr. MACKEzIx.

our Province, when ho called it an
inhospitable country. I will not ,llow
any hon. gentleman to vilify my
country. I think it. is as hospit-
able a country as any in Canada,
and I think it is very unstatesman-
like to run down any part of the
Dominion as the hon. member for
South Bruce has done. Notwithstand.-
ing what has been said of British
Columbia, we find the Finance Minister
was willing to go to England and
pledge its credit for money to build
the Pacifie Railvay, but the Govern-
ment are now using the money in
improving and building canals in
Ontario, instead of using it for the
purpose for which it was borrowed.
British Columbia requires no sympathy
froin this fouse. All we want is simple
justice, and we are not getting any-
thing but abuse by such gentlemen as
the hon. member for South Bruce, who
allides to our Province as an inhospit-
able country and a sea of mountains.
But I can tell the hon. gentleman that
we have as good gentlemen living
there as in any other Province in
Canada. It is the only Province in
Canada that has an agent in Great
Britain to attend to its immigration
matters.

Mr. SPEAKER-The question be-
fore the House is, an hon. gentleman
has called for explanations as to the
reconstruction of the Ministry. When
the hon. gentleman has any observa-
tions to make on the reconstruction of
the Ministry,or any further information
to ask for from the Ministers, ho will
be in order, but I think his remarks
are entirely outside the scope of this
subject.

Mr. MASSON-Our attention up to
the present point has been directed te
the Minister of Justice, but we of
Quebec have more fault to find with
the accession of the President of the
Council to the Ministyy. That hon.
gentleman said a short time ago that
there was really no difference between
the Liberals and the Conservatives, but
there was between the Liberals and the
Radicals. I have read the exprssions
of the hon. gentleman, which I wiU
iere recite. le says :-"Coùserv»-

tism does not exclude liberality. It
only exclades radicalism which
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sdestroys, and which bas become
çxtinct in Canada by its own excess.
All that is not Radical will be bound
to ally itself to the great Liberal-Con-
servative party." I would like to
know who the hon. gentleman was
thon calling Radicals in the Dominion
-of Canada? I can tell this House who
they w cre. The hon. member referred
to the Uirits of Ontario and the Rouges
*of Que bec, with whom there could
never be any union or fusion. Some
hon. member bas been saying-I think
the Premier himself-that it is nlot a
,coalition because the hon. member
,came into the Government without
any following. I will now show that
the Radicals are really the great
branch of the Liberal party of Ontario,
led by the Premier. The Hon. the
President of the Council thus writes:-
"As to the Radical opposition of
Jpper Canada, everyone knows the

uncertainty and instabilitv of the ele-
ments that compose it. low long
-would it follow Mr. Mackenzie if, per-
-chance, lie was one day to come into
power? It is sufficieit to recall to
-one's mind what the Radicals did to
Baldwin in 1850, to lincks in 1854,
-and to Sandfield Macdonald in 1863,
when he was saved only by the Con-
servative Opposition." And yet the
hon. gentleman calls this no fusion.
le continues :-" The future belongs

yet for a long time to the Conserva-
tives, and it is towards them that we
must turn all the aspirations that wish
to have success." Thehon. gentleman,
ýwhen ho asks what difference there is
between Liberals and Conservatives,
-e-vidently means what difference is
there between Conservatives and Radi-
cals. I want to show that this fusion
with the Government to-day is a union
with what ho then believed to bo the
Radical party. The Rouges in Quebee
believe that there is no difference be-
tween Conservatives and Liberals.
The hon. gentleman said on the 9th of
June, 1868, that the Radicals of Quebec
were Annexationists. Le was then
supporting the Government, as ho gene-
rally supports Governments, and he
said at the time, " It is not right to ad-
vise people to throw down the barriers
and allow the enemy to enter and take

segon of the country." These are
gentlemen that heis allied with to-

day, and the question is whether the
hon. gentleman himself is more to
blame for entering the Cabin et, or those
with whom he lias allied himself for
taking him in. The hon. member for
Cunmberland has said there was no fault
to find with the lon. the President of
the Council. But J say this to the Liber-
als, that I do not believe there is a poli-
tical party in any country in the world
that bas shown the example which
the Liberal party of Lower Canada has
shewn lately. They promised to take a
stand on morality, but in accepting the
Hon. the President of the Council as lea-
der they have confessed that they have
no understanding of morality as it is
felt in this country. I remember a fact.
The very week that the hons gentle-
man took the oath as a Privy Council-
lor, the Liberal party of the Province
of Quebec repudiated a gentleman, of
whom, although ho is not working
with ns, we must all be proud. I
allude to the lon. Mr. Joly, the Leader
of the Opposition in that Province.
Those who know and have followed
the history of Lower Canada, must
understand that before many months
are over, the verdict of the people will
be against a party that has lowered
itself so far as to accept for a leader a
gentleman whom they have always
abused. Nothing is more demoralizing
than to sec a great party taking into
its ranks a man whom they have
always taunted-I do not say justly-
for his corruption when ho was work-
ing for the Conservatives. Thoy
used to say that the great fault
of our party was that they were
corruptionists---that they zobbed the
public funds of the country. The
gravest accusation made against the
party was not that they had enriched
themselves at the expense of the
country, but that the hon. gentleman
had so enriched himself. I do not say
that that is true, but those who have
made the allegation have certainly
lowered the sense of publie morality to
an extent which it is impossible to
surpass.

lon. Mr. BLAKE--When I com-
plied with the demand for an explana-
tion which the hon. member for King-
ston -made, I was entitled to suppose
that the subjects he mentioned were
those which I was to explain, and it
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was not fair for the hon. member for
Cumberland to wait until that explana-
tion was made and then proceed to a
general review of my public
career. I shall not answer him
now, but will say shortly that
he has advanced some things which
are very old, some which are very new,
but all with one common quality that
they are invariably incorrect.

MISCELLAYEoUS.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT laid upon
the table the return of expenditures un-
der special warrant for settlers' relief;
return of expenditures under special
warrant for mounted police; statement
of loans and gratuities under 338.
Vic.; and an order in Council re-
lating tb increased annuities to Indians
under Treaty 4, at Qu'Appele Lakes.

THE BUDGET.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD enquired
if the Finance Minister could state when
lie was likely to come down with the
Budget.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that be could not at present.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked if the
Finance Minister proposed as usual to
bring down to the latest period that
he could, previous to the Budget speech,
the revenue and expenditure.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - Cer-
tainly.

The House adjourned at 5:45.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, February 16, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Çhair at ten

minutes past Three o'clock.

ASSISTANT INSPECTOR OF PENITENTIARIES

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
to provide for the appointment of As-
sistant Inspectors of Penitentiaries in
Manitoba and British Columbia. He
said the House was aware that there
were no regular penitentiaries in those
Provinces, though buildings were in
course of construction. Owing to their
great distance from head-quarters and
the great expense of travelling to
them, it was thought advisable to pro-
vide Inspectors for these Provinces,

Hon. Mr. BL Arm.

who shall receive small salaries, not
exceeding $200 a year each, and travel-
ling expenses from their residences to
the penitentiaries.

The Bill was read the first time.

CRIMINAL STATISTICS.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
to provide for the Collection and Regis-
tration of Criminal Statisties. He said
the louse last Session unanimously
agreed with the suggestion of the hon.
member for North York, respecting
the obvious importance of such a
measure as this. The Bill now intro-
duced was very simple and elastie in
its provisions. He would not now
trouble the House with the details of
it. The general principle was that
such schedules as may from time to
time be approved by the Governor in
Council, shall be furnished to the De-
partment of Agriculture, which has
charge of statistics, to collect in-
formation with regard to the criminal
business conducted in the courts and
the number of prisoners in the jails for
the year preceding. The Bill proposed
the establishment of a fee for the offi-
cers discharging this duty, it being, in
his opinion, not merely justice, but
policy to pay some small sum to ensure
the collection of these statistics. He
would give fuller information at the
second reading.

The Bill was read the first time.

THE OTTAWA CANAL.

Mr.WHITE (Renfrew),asked whether
it is the intention of the Government
to take steps at an early date for the
improvement of the navigation of t>e
Ottawa, Mattawan and French Rivers,
so as to enable vessels. to pass from
Lake Huron via the said rivers to tide-
water on the St. Lawrence ; and if so,
on what scale as to draught of wat'er
and size of locks it is intended to con-
struct the said works.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is not
the intention of the Government to take
any steps to prosecute any further,
works than those now under contract,
for the present.

REGISTERED LETTERS.

Mr. LITTLE asked whether the
Postmaster General intends to, make
such arrangements as will prevent reg-

(COMMONS.] Busmness.



eFEBRUARY 16, 1876.]

iotered letters being tampered with, and
if loss is sustained by the sonder of such
rogistered letter, whether compensa-
tion will be allowed by the Post Office
Department ?

lon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-It is not
the intention to make any radical
ehange in the existing arrangements,
but t he Department will exorcise every
precaution to prevont the evils indica-
ted in the hon. gentleman's question.

THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT.

Mr. IRVING asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to propose
any Legislation during the present Ses-
sion of Parliament upon the subject-
matter of the several Acts knd4vn as
the Criminal Law Amendment Act of'
1872, and the amendment thereof passed
at the last Session of Parlianient ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I hope to be able
to introduce such a Bill to-morrow.

THE FINANCIAL DEPRESSION.

Mr. MILLS-In rising to move for a
Select Committee to enquire into the
causes of the present financial depres-
sion, said-I assume that there exists at
the present time a very considorable ex-
tent of financial stringency in the coun-
try. I don't think, Sir, that it is necess-
ary to enter into any discussion with the
view of establishing that particular fact.
When we notice in the newspapers from
day to day the failure of men engaged
in manufacturing or commercial pur-
suits in varions parts of the country,-
when we observe statements that a
very large number of men formerly
employed in the service of those who
were engaged in the lumber trade, and
in other pursuits, are out of employ-
ment--I think that it is unnecessary
to bring before the House any array of
facts for the purpose of establishing
a proposition which I suppose will
,meet with general assent. I assume,
therefore, that there is a very con-
siderable amount of depression in the
varions branches of industry and trade,
and I purpose asking the House for a
Committee to enquire into the causes of
this distress. We observe that those
who have failed are of the commercial
as well as of the manufacturing class
-that it is not only those engaged in
pr[ucing varions articles of industry
within the country who have suffered,

a

but that merchants engaged in the
importatioñ of goods have suffered
quite as much, so far as we can gather
from general reports. I dare say by
enquiring of official assignees in differ-
ont parts of the country, we cau
ascertain with a considerable degree of
precision the total amount for which
parties who are engaged in manufac-
turing and commercial pursuits have
failed. That, however, is a matter of
information to be obtained by the
Committee.

We find, Sir, that there have been
failures of large houses engaged in
manufacturing pursuits in the adjoin-
ing Republic, and the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston observed in discussing
the Address a 'few days ago

Sir JOHN A. MACI)ONALI}-
Order!

Mr. MILLS-l know it is not ens-
toimary to refer to a debate, but this
rule is not essentially observed in re-
ference to debates upon the Address.
If I am out of order in that particular,
and it is quite possible that I may be,
I may not say what the member for
Kingston said ; but I will say this, if
the rules of the House permitted me
to refer to the hon. gentleman's obser-
vations upon the Address, in which he
stated that it was very important to
enquire into how far the depression in
Canada-

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. gentle-
man is hardly in order.

Mr. MILLS-Well, Mr. Speaker, 1
don't think I shall trouble the House
with any allusion to, or discussion of,
the observations made by the hon.
member for Kingston, if the rules of
debate of this flouse will not permit it.
I will say this, however, that I am
of opinion that we are suffering to a
very considerable extent from com-
mercial depression in consequence of
our intimate commercial relations with
the trade of the adjoining Republic. J
think it was a sound principle which
was laid down many years ago by a
distinguished English Statesman, that
one nation had the sameinterest in the
commercial prosperity of another
nation with whom it is carrying on
trade to a large extent, that a mer-
chant has in the welfare of bis cus-
tomers. It is not very easy for
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the merchant to remain prosperous
while his customers are impoverished,
and it is not very easy for the people
of this country who are engaged in
commercial pursuits to be in a highly
prosperous condition while those with
whom they are dealing are suffering
frorm financial depression. It is said
by those who are in favour of seeking
relief friom the present depression by
legislation in this Hou-e,that we might
improve oui condition by an alteration
of the fiscal policy of this country. I
am not going to say, Sir, whether that
is the correct observation or not; I am
not going to say whether we night
restrain our importation - if there
has been over-importation-by a pro-
tective tariff. I am not going to dis-
cuss that question; I am free to say
that I believe that high duties upon
imported articles have not always
secured that object elsewhere ; but
whether they would do so in this coun-
try or not, I will not, in anticipation of
any information that may be obtained
on this subject by the Committee, pro-
nounce an opinion. There is one thing
I may notice here, that the balance of
trade has been for a number of years
very largely against this country. I
do not attach the importance to this
fact that is sometimes attached to it ;
but it is, nevertheless, a fact not with-
out importance. In 1868 the balance
of trade against this country was
$16,000,000.

In 1869 ... , .............. $10,000,000
" 1870 ................ 1,250,000

1871 .................. 22,000,000
1872 .................. 28,750,000
1873 .................. 47,000,000
1874 .................. 38,860,000
1875 ................ 45,000,000

That is, from 1868 down to June 30th,
1875, there was a balance of $209,000,-
000 against this country Now this is
a very large amount, and if that repre-
sented the actual condition of things as
between this country and other coun-
tries with whom we deal, it would be a
matter for very serious consideration.
But we find in looking at the trade of
England since 1868 there bas been a
large balance continuously against that
country, without producing any of the
disasie, " cich it is supposed that a

Mr. Murras.

large and continuous balance of trade
will produce. The balance of trade
against England was

In 1860 ............... £ 75,000,000
" 1865 ............... 105,000,000
" 1870 ...... ........ 103,000,000
" 1874 ............... 130,000,000

It greatly increased with the in-
creased exports and imports of the
country, but in considering the balance
of trade in a country we are bound to
see who does the carrying, and who
reaps the profits; who controls the
capital by which that trade is carried
on. I have no doubt whatever, in
looklng at the trade of Great Bri-
tain, that the capital by which
it is carried on, the tonnage
and marine of England enjoy the
profits upon the carr'iage of both the
imports and the exports of the country,
and that the profits upon the products
exchanged accrue to the capitalists of
Great Britain. What that amount isI
do not know, but it must in a very
considerable degree exceed the differ-
ence between the value of the imports
and the exports of the country. In the
United States foi a number of years
the balance of trade bas been against
that country. In 1855 the value of the
exports of the ad.joining Republie overÏ
their imports was $13,688,000.

1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861

.................. $12,000,000

........... ...... 2,000,000
.................. 42,000,000
.................. 18,000,000
.................. 11,000,000
.................. 30,000,000

Thus we observe that, while in Eng-
land, the balance of trade is ap-
parently against England under a
non-protective tariff or free trade
policy, in the United States, under
a non-protective tariff, the balance
was directly in favour of the R.-
public, regai-dless of any advantages
which it may have friom the carrying
trade or on the profits of that trade.
Since 1861 we all know that in that
country they have hid a highly pro-
tective taritf, a tariff that bas averaged
48 per cent. upon the ar'licles taxed,
or 44 per cent upon the entire irnports
of the country. In 18t;2 the balance
of trade against the United States was
sixty-two millions in round numbers.
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in 1863.................... $12,000,000
" 1844................... 87,000,000
" 1865............ . .... 53,000,000
" 1866............ 28,000,000
" 1867.... ............. 77,000,000
" 1868.................. 20,000,000
" 1870................... 93,000,000

I have not had time to look at the rel-
ative values of the imports and ex-
ports from the last period down to the
present, but there can be no doubt
whatever, while in England the carry-
ing trade, being in the hands of Eng-
land, more than compensates for the
difference between the value of the
impor+s and exports, in the United
States the carrying trade, having gra-
dually passed into foreign hands, the
balance of trade instead of being less
is very largely increased above the
amount indicated by the figures
quoted. The balance of trade is an
important iatter for consideration,
but it is not absolutely conclusive as to
the prosperity or non-prosperity-of a
country. Adam Smith observes-

" The balance of produce and consumption
iny be constantly in favour df a nation, though
what is called the balance of tiade be gene-
rally against it. A nation may itnport to a
greater value than it exports 'or half a century,
perhaps, together; the gold and silver which
cornes into it during all this time may be all
immediately sent out of it; its circulating
coin may gradually decay, different sorts ot
paper money being substituted in its place,
and even the debts, too, which it contracts, in
the principal nations with whom it deals, may
be gradually increasing, and yet its real worth,
the exchangeable value of the annual produce
of its lands and labour, may during the sane
period have been increasing in a much greater
proportion."

The state of our North American
colonies and of the trade which they
carried on with Great Britain before
the commencement of the present,
disturbances, may serve as a proof
that this is by no means an impossible
supposition. The condition, Sir, of
England with a large balance of
trade against her, verifies the principle
laid down by Adam Smith, which
I have just read. We may very
fairly conclude that the exports of the
country are a much safer basis for es-
timating its prosperity than the in-
crease of its imports, and that it can
scorcely be considered that a country
is in a highly prosperous condition if
hts exports are continuously dimilnish-

ing. I might here observe that we have
had frequently pressed on the atten-
tion of this House the propricty of
adopting a highly protective tariff
with a view, to prevent over-trading.
I am not saying that is an improper
proposition to submit to this Parlia-
ment. I will not say that such a tariff
applied to some industries will not
promote their development or increase
their profits, but I will say that we
have no evidence that such will be the
result. There is no principle or well
established collection of fiacts to show
that such a policy will be followed by
such results ; on the coi tr try, we have
instances in which a protective tariff,
instead of doing what it is generally
supposed to accomplish, and whieh I
am frec to admit it does sometimes ac-
complish-diminish the importations-
has on the contrary largely increased
them. This was the case in
the United States. After 1862 the
duties were greatly increased-from a
tariff averaging 13 per cent. to a tariff
averaging 40 per cent.-but instead of
importation s being checked by the
high tariff they were largely increased.
And this always will be the case whero
the circumstances of the country are
such as to cause an increase in the cost
of subsistence greater than the addi-
tional amount added to the foreign
products in the form of increased
duties. It is said that ships were built
in St. John, New Brunswick, in 1868,
for $40 per ton, while in Maine they
were costing $70 per ton. Look at
the tariff charged on the articles enter-
ing into the composition of ships. You
will find that the difference between
the cost in St. John upon these pro-
ducts of Maine is a difference of only
$4.60 per ton, while the difference,
you will observe, in the cost at which
they are respectively disposed of per ton
is $30 ; thus you have $25 to account for
in some other way, so that it is easy
to see that under these circumstances,
notwithstanding the high tariff, if
there was no provision in the United
States for the prevention of the regis-
tration of foreign vessels, they could
import much more cheaply than they
could build. I do not say what would
be the result here, but I give this
instance for the purpose of showing
that you cannot lay down any rule
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by which you can be perfectly sure
that an increase of tariff would dimin-
ish importations. I apprehend that
so far as suffering from depression
of the manufacturing branches of*
the industries of this country is
concerned, they must desire one
of two things : either a larger market
or increased prices for the articles t o
be sold. It is only in one or the other
of these ways that they can obtain re-
lief. I do not say that such a tariff
might not give relief in these ways, but
I think it is important to enqmire
whether that would be the consequence:
and also to what extent it night affect
other branches of industry and other
portions of the population. One thifîg
Sir, we do know, both with regard to
the commercial histories of England
and of the neighboring Republie, and
it is this-that there is a close relation
between the imports of a country and
the volume of its currency ; that when-
ever you increase the volume of cur-
rency circulation, you increase in
almost exactly the samie proportion the
imports, and that when you diminish or
restrict the amount of money in use
you roduce in the saie proportion the
imports. In the United States, when
the currency averaged $6 per bad the
imports averaged $4 per head ; when it
averaged $7 the iiports averaged $5,
and so on, a close relation being found
not merely for a short period,
but during the whole history of the
country from 1790 to the present day.
Thon in 1860 the currency of the
United States averaged $14.50 per
capita, and the imports averaged $10.80
per capita, bearing the same propor-
tion to each other as in the earlier
period I have incntioned. Now it will
be an important matter into which the
Committee should enquire-how far
this rule will hold good in this country.
It is of great moment to ascertain this
faet, in order to know precisely to what
extent the commercial and financial
depression are within the control of
the Legislature. I state these matters
and might instance many others, with
the view of indicating the scope of the
enquiry which will present itself to
the Committee for which I ask the
House. I do not desire-I am not
anxious, Sir, to express any opinion
which would anticipate the conclusion

Mr. MILLs.

at which I might imagine the gentle-
men composing it should arrive; but I
think that it is of the highest import-
ance to become acquainted with the
facts. i have endeavoured, in selecting
the members of the Committee, in the
motion which I purpose putting into
your hands, to represent the various
views entertained regarding questions
of trade in this country.

Mr. SPEAKER-It is moved by Mr.
Mills, and seconded by Mr. McDougall
iat a Select Committee composed of
Mr. Burpee (Sunbury), Mr. Carmi-
chael, Mr. Currier, Mr. Charlton,
Mir. Dynond, Mr. Delorme, Mr. Platt,
Mr. Sinclair. Mr. Workman and
the mover, be appointed to enquire
into the causes of the present financial
depression, with power to send for
persons, papers and records-to report
from time to time?

Mr. MILLS-No.
Mr. SPEAKER-Is it the pleasure

of'the House to adopt this motion ?
Mr. PLATT-I beg leave to move

that Mr. John Macdonald, of Toronto.
be placed on the Committee ii my
stead.

Mr MILLS-l must say that I spoke
to Mr. Macdonald, and ho informed me
that he would not have time to give
the necessary attention to the matter.
1 therefore asked for Mr. Platt. I,
certainly have no objections to Mr.
Macdonald being placcd on the Com-
mittee.

Mr. SPEAKER-Is it the pleasure
of the House to adopt this motion ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
I rise for the purpose of calling the
attention of the House and of the Ad-
ministration to the purport of this
motion. My hon. friend was a little
out of order in one portion of his
speech, to which I good-naturedly
directed his notice. I have remark-
ed in some of the newspapers
of the country the statement that
a torpedo had been thrown on the
floor of this House, but certainly
my hon. friend has thrown a torpedo
to-day, for this amounts in every
respect to a motion to enquire into the
state of the nation, and is therefore a
motion of want of confidence in the
Administration. No matter how it is
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expressed, or whether advanced by a
supporter or an opponent of the Gov-

-ernment, the effect is the same,and it is
invariably so considered If my hon.
friend had moved to enquire into the
best mode of promoting the interests
of trade or agriculture, this would
have been quite germain, but when he
asks for a Committee to make enquiry
into the state of depression of the
nation, it amounts to what I have
stated. In 1826, Mr Hume made
almost prezisely the same motion, and
although ho said in his speech that he
did not want to affect the Ministry by
his motion, it was held, considered and
treated by the flouse of Commons, by
the Ministry and by the Opposition,
as being in effect a resolution for
a vote of want of confidence. I
am surprised also that my hon.
friend makes this motion, because it is
as much as to say that he really does
not believe any of the causes put in
His Excellency's mouth by his advisers
is the right one. We fInd in the
Speech from the Throne it is alleged
that " the great depression which has
"prevailed throughout neighbouring

countries for several years, and which
"has more recently been felt in the old
"world, causing a general stagnation of
"business, has extended to Canada and
"lias seriously affected our trado." His
Excellency has been advised to state
the cause. My hon. friend is not satis-
fied with that statement in the Speech,
but ho asks for a Committee for fur-
ther information,-a Committee em-
powered to send for persons and
papers and take evidence, in fact to
assume the power of the Governinent,
and to make enquiries which, I pre-
sume they, in accordance with their
duty, have already made. Rumour
says-very improperly no doubt-
that outside advisers have been called
in to corisider the financial affairs of
the Government. Now, here is an
outside ad viser taking a certain ground,
-although in theMinisterial ranks, ho
is not yet on the treasury benches.
What would be the consequence of'
votingy tàis motion ? If it passes,
it will be an assertion by the House
that we are not satisfied with the
alleged causes of the depression, and
that we must take evidence to find out
*what the causes really are. The logi-

cal consequence of passing this motion
would be that no steps would be taken
by the Finance Minister until the com-
niittee reported. He could not bring
down the Budget, and we could not
know whether the reductionspromised
in the Speech are called for at all or
not. This evidence is not for the Com-
mittee, but for the opinion of the
House and, through this louse, of the
country. If we pass this motion, we
cannot approach the subject with the
Committee sitting behirid ouir backs
collecting the evidence, before the
result of the solemn enquiry is laid
before us. In the English House of
Commons in 1826 Mr. Hume moved
" that an humble Address be pre-
"sented to His Majesty praying that
"he wi Il be graciously pleased to take
"into consideration the present state

of the nation, and to direct im-
"mediate enquiry to be made into
"the causes that have produced such
"wide spread disasters, and that he will
"be pleased to direct such measures to
"be adopted as shall as speedily as pos-
"sible terminate the existing embar-
"rassmnent." That motion was held to
be a want of confidence motion in the
Administraton, and was treated accord-
ingly, being lost by a large majority.
It occurs to me, if the Government
will say they really desire a Committee
to collect the evidence, that they can-
not collect it themselves, and that they,
like the House, require more informa-
tion, then we have nothing to say
except that the Government ought to
have collected it, and that they were
not in- a position to make this state-
ment in the Speech from the Throne.
When the Finance Minister makes his
Budget speech, I have no doubt ho wilL
perfori his duty, and prove that he
has collected information showing the
nature and causes of the distress
alluded to, and the steps which the
Ministry propose to take to alleviate
it, to make revenue and expenditure
mect and to remove the stagnation.
It secems to ie this motion ought to
be postponed until after the Finance
Minister makes his Budget speech and
states all the facts on which his finan-
cial arrangements are based. What
good wili this report do after we have
had the Budget and considered what
reductions or increases are to be made

Depre88ion. 69T Au-Pnancial'



70 The Financial

in the taxation of the country ? It
will be a day after the fair. It will be
closin: the stable after the steed is
stolen. And, besides, I think it is an
ill-considered interference by a Minis-
terial supporter with the iunetions of
the Government for which we must
hold them responsible, and for which, I
have no doubt, they are prepared to
accept the entire responsibility.

Mr. YOUNG-This is, undoubtedly,
a very important question at the
present time, and I am sure the
country expected that the matter
would be brought before Parliament
at the very earliest moment. I
have no doubt the gentlemen
on this side of the House have
abundant faith in the Governiment,
and know that thev have considered
the question. At the sane time, no
harm, but a great deal of good, can be
done by having this Commit tee ap-
pointed for enquiring into the truc
cause of the financial depression. I
am very much surprised at the Leader
of the Opposition taking objection to
the appointment of this Comrittee,
because, if I am correctly informed, he
has recently made a new departure in
politics, and come out as a Protec-
tionist instead of the Free-Trader that
I had reason to believe he was in the
past. I am of opinion that this exist-
ing commercial depression is a very
proper thing for this House to consider,
and I don't think there need be any
great delay in bringing down the
Budget or making changes in the
tariff, if such are required, on account of
the appointment of this Committee. It
can meet promptly, and very speedily
report to this House. The causes
which have led to the present financial
depression are various, but in my
humble judgment they are very easily
nderstood. History shows clearly

that the commercial progress of a
country is never regular year by year.
You find three, four or five years of
great commercial expansion, and then
contraction follows. That is preciselv
our position at the present time. Since
Confederation we have had four or five
years of unusual expansion in a com-
mercial way. In 1869 our total im-
ports and exports together anounted in
round numbers to $127,000,000. In
1873, four years after, they had ex-

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

panded to $217,000,000, being aji in-
erease of $89,000,000. We know
there had been a great influx of
capital fron Great Britain for the
construction of railways, and as the
country could not go on expand-
ing its commerce atthe rate of
$22,500,000 per annum, of course
a lull was inevitable. In 1874 we
find instead of an increase of $22,-
500,000 in our trade, it had decreased
about $1,000,000, and last year there
was a decrease of over $19,000,000.
Coming after widespread over-import-
ing, over-trading and over-production,
the contraction is inevitable, as also
many of the failures and losses which
have taken place during the past year.
No doubt our prosperity has been affec-
ted by the state of things in the United
States. ,They have had undoubtedly
the most extended period of commer-
cial depression which that great coun-
try bas ever experienced, a4d it bas
affected this country, especially in our
lumber interest. Thcn another cause
of the financial stringency is that a
large portion of our floating or business
capital (if I may so call it) bas gone
into fixed capital-that is, into rail-
ways and other public works, which
will not, for some considerable time at
least, return much interest on the in-
vestnents. My hon. friend from Both-
well has also pointed out another cause
-the excess of out imports over our
exports since Confederation, but more
particularly during the last four years.
The figures, as I recollect them, do not
quite agree with those of my hon.
friend from Bothwell, but the returns
being made up somewhat differently in
the Customs Department, they are to
all intents and purposes similar. Not
io go. back further than 1871, the ex-
cess of imports over exports that year
was $25,000,000; the following year
$37,000,000; the next year $38,000,-
000 ; and last year $41,000,000, making
an excess of $142,000,000 in the short
space of four years. Now, I agree with
Wy hon. friend that the balance of
trade is not a matter very deeply affect-
ing the wealth of nations. It is possi-
ble that a country may have ostensibly
a balance of trade against it, and yet
continue to progress in wealth and
prosperity. The very best evidence-
of this fact is to be found in our own,
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history, because we have rarely, if ever,
had the balance of trade in our favour,
and yet we have steadily grown in
wealth and prosperity. However, I
may say the ostensible balance of trade
as given in our trade and navigation
returns, appears greater than it really is,
in consequence of the earnings of the
shipping not being ineluded. An ad-
verse balance may be no evidence of
a nation being unprosperous, but when
it is even ostensibly so large as $142,-
000,000 in four years, as in our case, it
may trouble the country to make the
payments in the short time given to
do it. We are like a man in a solvent
position, who bas bought a large stock
of good value, but finds some trouble
in paying for it; but there can be no
doubt the Dominion as a whole, though
auffering from temporary depression,
was never in a sounder or more prosper-
ous condition. The depression that has
been talked about so much, is confined
principally to three interests-the
manufacturing, lumbering, and mer-
cantile.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-That
is every possible interest but the agri-
eult ural and eccl csiastical interests.

Mr. YOUNG-It may by a wide in-
terpretation be held to have that mean-
ing, but I contend there are tradesnen
and other classes that are not necessar-
ily included under these heads.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Does not the
bon. gentleman include the coal inte-
rest, which is a very large one in this
countrv as one suffering the most
severe depression at this moment ?

Mr. YOJNG-I do not intend to go
into a particular classification of every
branch of trade affected. I refer more
particularly to those interests coming
under my own notice and observation.
So far as agriculture is concerned, J
have no hesitation in saying that it
never was more prosperous than it is
at the present time. I believe every-
body agrees with that view. We know
very well the cause of the depression
in the mercantile interest, and we
know also that they have taken the
course which is necessary to place
them in a more prosperous condition-
that is, by contraction, as my bon.
friend the Finance Minister is aware
by the decrease in imports during the

current year. So far as our lumber in-
terests are concerned, they have also
acted with great wisdom, and tliere are
undoubtedly wise men in the neighbour-
hood of Ottawa. They decided to de-
crease the production, and that was the
proper course to pursue. because, in
1873, as any person looking at the
figures will sec, the manutacture of
luniber and timber in this countrywas
extraordinarily large, and that it
would only be under uncommon cir-
cumstances we would expect to produce
ut such a rate and find a market for it.
I am also informed that we may
expect to see, before very long, a revi-
val of the lumber trade in the United
States, whieh is the financial market
for our lumber. So far as our manu-
facturing interests are concerned, I
am sorry to say that up to this time
there is little or no impiovement, and
I take the opportunity of saying that
I regard our manufactures as one of
the most important industries we have
in this country. I am one of those
who have always taken an interest
in the advancement of our manu-
factures, because I believe tlat this
country will never be able to oecupy
the position it ought to on this
continent unless we are a manufactur-
ing as well as an agi-icultural people.
We have undoubtedly a very consider-
able amount of depression existing in
this branch of industry in Canada at
the present time. The most common
reason given for this state of things
has been this-that during the last few
years a very large introduction of
American manufactures bas taken
place into this country and have been
sold here at sacrificial prit-es. I have
given notice ot a motion which will, I
think, bring before the House and the
country the extent to which American
manufactures have been brought in
and sacrificed in our markets during
the last two or three years. I have
reason to believe that the extent of
these importations, however, has been
very much exaggerated. 1 have here
a statement which throws a littile light
upon the subject, and 1 may say that-
taking the 15 per cent. and the 17ý per
cent. lists, whieh are nearlv analogous,
for the past two years-the excess of
manufactures brougrht in from the
United States in 1874 was something
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under $2,000,000, and for last year
about $1,500,000. It actually decrea-
sed last year instead of having
increased. I think, therefore, it
is quite apparent that it is not
the quantity of American goods which
have come into the country during
these years which is really the cause
of the depression at the present time
amongst manufacturers. The real
cause is, that during the period of pros-
perity we enjoyed, our manufacturers
expanded their operations until their
products were more than the country
could consume. I have no doubt
whatever that that is the prime cause
of the depression which exists amongst
them at the present moment. How-
ever, I am free to admit this-and I
desire to bring it clearly before this
House-that the goods brought into
Canada from the United States during
these years, coming at a time
when our manufacturers were
depressed-undoubtedly tended very
much to increase the difficulties of
our manufacturers. I have no hesi-
tation in saying-looking at the state
of this interest-regarding it as I do
as one of great importance to this
country, and feing that the whole of
Canada is interested in seeing it re-
stored to a position of prosperity -
that it would be weil if the practiee of
what is called slaughtering, by the
Americans, were cheeked, if that can
be donc without committing this
country to a dangerous commercial
policy. The difficlulties are serious in the
way of providing a remedy and attain-
ing the object I have referred to. with-
out getting into difficulties. On the
one hand there is the danger of our
falling into an ab,ýolute protective
policy-anI what I mean by that is
this: protection resorted to for the pur-
pose of protection. and not with a view
to secure a revenue. I have no hesita-
tion in saying, that no greater calamity
could befaill thii country, and no worse
thing coud happen to the manufactur-
ors thems;elves, than that a Chinese
Wall of protection should be thrown
around Cinada to entirely keep out
conpetition by other countries. The
effect vonld be that in a very few
years we should have sueh a rush of
capital and labour into these branches
of trade tLat business would be com-

Mr. YorNG.

pletely clogged, and we should see the
manufacturing community suffering to
a far greater extent than it has ever
yet done. The true policy for Canada
is not one of absolute free trade or
of absolute protection. My idea is we
ought to give the manufacturers the
raw material at the cheapest possible
rate-that we ought to keep down the
cost of production to the lowest pos-
sible point. We ought to be able te
place them (the manufacturers) in such
a position that they would be able not
only to control our own markets, but
to go to the West Indies, South
America and other foreign markets
with their goods. Will any one tell
me that by shutting ourselves in to
our four million of people for customers.,
we could build up large manufacturing
industries? We want to keep down
the cost of production, we want to take
a leaf out of the book of the Mother
Country, and go to foreign nations
with those manufactures, which
we have the necessary facili-
ties for carrying on successfully. I
do not intend to enter into a dis-
cussion of the vexed question of free
trade and protection. Believing the
fiscal policy of the Government
should be based upon the general
principle of frec trade, I have never
held, and do not now, that exceptional
circumstances should never be taken
into account. There is no use in den-
ying the fact that, situated as we are,
both geographically and politically, a
regards the United States, we occupy
an exceptional position; and as Istated
before, if we were able to devise a
policy to prevent what is regarded na
unfair c9mpetition in manufactures
from the United States, without being
landed into a policy of absolute Pro-
tection or a struggle of retaliatory
tariffs, it would be in the public interest
to do so. It happons that, in the case
of not a few articles with which we
have thegreatest competition with the
United States, they are largely pro-
duced among ourselves. 1 believe it
would be possible to arrange our fiscal
policy in such a way as to prevnt
what is called " slaughtering,' while
at the same time not materially in-
terfering with our trade with Great
Britain or raising the prices of articles
to consumers in this country. If, after
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eareful deliberation, it were found it
could not be done without adopting an
absolute protective or retaliatory policy
I would say :-

"Better endure the ills we have
Than fly to those we know not of."

But I believe a middle course is pos-
sible in this case. I have sufficient
faith in the Hon. Minister of Finance
to believe that he would be able, after
careful consideration, to draw up a
policy in the direction to which I have
pointed. I am not aware positively
whether the hon. gentleman has really
decided upon any changes in the tariff
during the present Session or not. I
hope that the economy the Govern-
ment promised us in His Exccllenc's
Speech will be so extensive that very
little change will be needed so far as
the revenue is concerned. But if we
are to have the tariff altered, and
if my hon. friend cai so frame his mea-
sure that some relief can be given to
manufacturers froin the unfair compe-
tition of the United States, whilst he
avoids the Scylla and Charybdis I
have pointed out, he will merit, as he
will no doubt receive, the approval of
this Hiouse and the country. J hope,
Sir, that no serious objection will be
made to the appointment of the Com-
mittee which has been inoved for by
mv ho. friend from Bothwell in the
able speech to which we have listened.
I think such a Committee cap do much
good, and even help the Governinent in
bringing down a measure which will
receive the support of ail classes of the
eommunitv.

Mr. IRVING-As I represent im-
portant manufacturing interests, I may
be allowed to say a fe.w words on this
subject. I think we could meet the
difficulty my hon. friend has pointed
out as te steering between Scylla and
Charybdis, by transplanting my hon.
friend from his present position to that
of Finance Ministér. My hon. friend
bas pointed out with a great deal of
appropriateness the position of Lord
John Russell in some cartoons in
-Punch. Well, Lord John had the for-
tune to figure often in that paper. I
remem ber that he was represented as
writing " No Popery " on the wall,
and then running away. My hon.
friend bas written "Protection " on
the wall, and ran away. My hon.

friend has a very valuable manufactui-
ing interest in his own constituency,
and I listened with all attention to as-
certain whether he was a Free-Trader
or a Protectionist. I think the country
generally is pretty well informed of the
cause of the commercial depression,
and I have confidence enough in theMin-
istry to think they will not require a
Committee to enlighten them on this
inatter. It is patent to everybody ex-
cept, perhaps, to the philosophers.
They probably have not yet seen that
which is seen ail over the country. lu
the Imperial House of Commons they
have indeed a philosopher, who unfor-
titiately is blind, but in our Bouse the
philosophers are lot only blind but deaf.
Now, Sir, I am not disposed to encour-
age the appointment of this unneces-
sary Committee, because J ami not sure
they will not trifle with the subject. I
am not prepared at this late day to
refer the matter to a Commnittee to re-
lieve the Government from the respon-
sibility of dealing with the general dis-
tress throughout the country.

Mr. WORKMAN-When the hon.
member for Bothweil asked me to aPow
iny naine to be placed on the Commit-
tee, I had som hesitation in agreeing,
because I was of the sane opinion as
the hon. merber for Hamilton, who
has just sat clown. I was of opinion
that the report that the Comminttee
woihl submi might bc a fregone con-
eiusion. But ho (Mr. Milh, assured
me that it would not be so, 1hat the
utmost inpartiality should prevail, and
that every information possible t) be
obtained would be solicited. I thore-
fore allowed my name to go on the
Committee, althougli my spare time is
now fully occupied with that import-
ant question-the tariff. The gentle-
men who have already spoken have
viewed the subject from a different
standpoint than I should. I have just
corne to this IHouse from the counting-
house,-from the bankers, the mer-
chants, and the manufacturers ; there-
fore 1 know how very great the
depresic.on is in those threo m-o-st irn-
portant branches of the industry of
the Dominion. For the last eighteen
months there have been a gradual
shrinking of values and curtailment of
trade, until we have now arrived at a
condition which in forty years' com-
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mercial experience I have never seen
equalied. We have therefore arrived at a
point when it is very important that
the gentlemen who have charge of the
administration of the affairs of this
country should fairly look the question
in the face, and do anything and every-
thing that is in their power to remove,
as far as possible, the causes that have
brought about this state of things. I
shall not enter particularly upon those
causes at present, but I know this,
that the manufactures of the country
are now in a nost depressed state;
that this depression has been gradually
going on and increasing until at pre-
sent, nearly one half of all the manu-
facturing establishments in and around
the city from which I cone are closed
up, and the other half are working on
half or perhaps two-thirds time. Any
number of hands have beon discharged
and are idle to-day, while those who
are employed are only earn'ng wagos
of fron 75 to 80 per cent. of what they
earned before. A vast amount of
misery and distress prevails round
Montreal in consequence. That arises,
Sir, in some measure, I am willing to
admit, froin over-production, but if we
had only that to contend against we
could soon remove the evil. We are
living near the United States, with a
very enterprising and progressive peo-
plo, whose manufacturing interests
have within the last ten or fifteen
-,ears made marvellous strides. Dur-
ing the rebellion, wages in the United
States wvere high, and it was difficult to
produce goods anything like as cheaply
as now ; but since the war the
industries of the country have
beeit vory progressive, and there
is now in the United States
inanufacture is an anount of money,
skill and porsevorance, which if con-
tinued, will in a very short time leave
even old England in the shade. They
have adopted a policy in that country,
the results of which have been niost
beneficial in building up the manufac-
turing industries there. There is a
great outcry.made against protection,
but if we wish to judge of its beneficial
effects we have only to look to the
United States. That country's manu-
factures are not yet a century old, yet
look at the position they occupy in the
world to-day. They are able to send

Mr. WORKMAN.

goods to Manchiester and compete
with the manufacturers tioe; they
are able to deluge our markets as well
as other counitries with their goods at
prices ruinous to us. An American
manufacturer finds his stock accumu-
lating, looks over to Canada for a
market, where he slanghters them for
whatever they will brmng. The conse-
quence is that the-e goods-even to the
small amount ny f. end fromn Waterloo
has stated-are tored into our markets,
until the effect is disastrous to our
native industries. I have seen it and
experienced it myseif every day. I
can tell the bon. gentlemen who are
Free-Tradors in this House - and I
regret there ore a great many of
them-that tih mnunfturers nter-
ests, if not soon protected, with the
other industries of the country, will
suffer verv nuch. The mercantile
interests are also very important, and
uhey depend for success upon the suc-
cess of the mechanie and the manufac-
turer. I have no doubt that my hon.
friend from Both well wilI prove a great
deal froin fiaures. as figures will
prove almost anything, but practical
exporience is far better than figures or
anything else. I havc had exporience,
and I speak from tfho experience of
every manufacturer ini Lower Canada.
I am happy to say that die views I en-
tertain are in harniynv with the great
majority of the p cople of Canada, and
they are strongly impessed wilih the
conviction that a ctieamount of pro-
tection to ournmanufituring interests
is absolutely neessary, and they look
to the Governnwt o the day for that
protection. I hope that the Govern-
ment will give tihis subjet-beothey
bring down their Buiget-their calm
and careful con-ideration, for I wish to
tell them that althongh they have- the
confidence and support of a large ma-
jority of thih Hlouse, if they do not
deal with this question in a fair,
straightforwa rd and candid inanner,
they will lose the ur ort oftheir best
friends. My hn. f 'iond from South
Waterloo has statol that he did
not wish to seec. the introduction of any
dangerous commercial policy into this
country; by that I suppose he meant
protection to our m auf-etar-es. I.do
not conceive th-at this is a dangerous
policy. I think it is a policy that will
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tend to build up our Dominion and
p lace it in the proud position which the

nited States occupies to-day as a
muanufacturing country. There bas
been a very large amount of money
invested in the manufactures of Can-
ada, and that capital, I regret to say,
is almost unproductive. Some of the
largest capitalists were induced to
invest very heavily, and what is the
result ? Their manufactories are
nearly ail closed up, or, if working,
their returns are nil. I am quite willing
to serve on the Committee which the
bon. member for Bothwell has moved
for. He is at least assured, that gentle-
men of my opinion, although differing
from him on this point, will take partin
obtaining the required statistics, and
the report when hereafter submitted to
this House will not be a partial or one-
sided atfair.

Mr. DYMOND-I will follow the
example of the mover of the resolu-
tion, and not discuss those subjects
which will more properly come before
the Committee itself, as I find that he
has dhne me the honour to place my
name upon the list of its members;
but I rise to make an observation or
two with reference to the remarks
of the hon. gentleman opposite. I
sihould have thought that the right
hon. gentleman, so far from blaming
My hon. friend from Bothwell for the
course which he bas taken, would have
been grateful to him for doing that
whichli he should certainly have done
himself. The right hon. gentleman
lias delivered during the last two
months a succession of speeches; his
friends have thought them brilliant;
but bis opponents might have given
them a very different designation.
The right hon. gentleman bas insinu-
ated that the Government of the day
are responsible more or less for the
prevailirig distress ; and we are told
he is stili leader of a great party-he
]s at all events the leader of a very
respectable minority in this House.
The hon. gentleman when be came
down here, I presumed, would have
forthwith flown to the Clerk's Office
with a notice of motion for a Commit-
tee to prove the allegations he bad
been making so frequently before the
IHlouse met, but he has failed to do so. I
think that we miight very properly have

had some enquiries into several of
the allegations he has made. For
instance, there was the statement that
the weevil came in with the Grits,
Well, Sir, he might have thought
proper to have an enquiry as to
whether that was true, or whether the
non-existence of the weevil at the
present time had been due to the fact
that the Grits and the weevil did not
agrec together. He also said something
about the evil doings of the present
Governnent with reference to banks,
and made a positive allegations; that
they had tampered with these institu-
tions for corrupt purposes, but to one
of the patriotic members on this side
of the louse it bas been lefl to do
that which the right lion. gentleman
does not seem to take upon himself to
do, although so alarming an allegation
struck completely at the basis of our
confidence in the Administration that
we had a right to expect he would
make such a motion, in order that we
might know - not whether what he said
was true or false from bis point of view,
but whether he spoke on that point, as
I must assume in courtesy le does on
all occasions, with a special sense of his
responsibility as a member of this
bouse and Leader of its Opposition.
But, Sir, the right hon. gentleman
was wrong with regard to the state-
ment of facts only occurring so far
back as a week ago, and of course
if he is not correct with refer-
ence to what happened a wcek
since, he may not be accurate with
respect to the weevil, or what the
Government of the day is supposed to
have done in 1872 or 1874. Now, Sir,
the subject-matter of my hon. friend's
enquiry--the cause of this depression
-is not alluded to in His Excellency's
Speech from the Throne, in which no
intimation is given to us as to how it
comes to pass that depression exists
at the present time. The Speech con-
tains the statement that there is de-
pression ; and my hon. friend is per-
fectly logical in asking for a Commit-
tee of this House to ascertain how this
depression ha come to pass. What His
Excellency said was this-in the third
paragraph-" The great depression
"which has prevailed throughout the
"neighbouring country for several
"years, and which bas more recently
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"been felt in the Old World causing
"general stagnation of business.

bas extended to Canada, and
has seriously affected our trade.

"At the same time we have reason
"to be gratified for an abundant har-

vest." The depression is regretted,
and once more reference is made to it
in these words :- " The accounts for the
"past and the estimates for the next
"tinancial year will be laid before you.
"The estimates have been franed with

every possible economy consistent
"with the public interests. Iregret that
'the depression of trade, to which I have
alluded, bas seriously affected the

"revenue." Now, Sir, here are two state-
ments- one that there is depression,and
the other that the depression bas
affected the revenue. Well, we do not
require an allusion to this fact in the
first portion of the Speech from His
Excelleney to be aware of its existence,
for we alrea!y know it, and with rela-
tion to the effect on the revenue. I
have no doubt that at an early day we
shall have had this melanehol- inform-
ation from my hon. friend the Finance
Minister; but, Sir, there is not single
statement in the Speech which at aill
anticipates the motion of my hon.
friend. We are, however, told that
British precedent is against us with re-
gard to the appointnent of such a
Committee. I do not know that the
naming of a Committee to enquire into
the causes of the depression in trado
necessarily involves an enquiry into
the state of the nation, because the con-
dition of trade, of course, is a question
applying only to a portion of the
nation; and although it is quite true
that Mr. Hume's Committee pointeed
specifically to prevailing distress, this
may have arisen from a great number
of causes. It may have been due to
mis-government; and it had, in point
of fact, arisen from a century of mis-
government, or to causes of a teinporary
nature relating to the administration
<>f affairs. Long after 1840, enquiries
were had into the mis-management,
for instance, of the army showing
the influences which were at work,
and which had a most unglorious effect
upon the interests ofthe whole country,
involving an enormous outlay of money
and an enorirtnaw. sacrifice of life ; but,
Sir, 1 pre-ume t h.t,even supposing that

Mr. DYMon.

British precedent, quoted by the right
hon. gentleman, is against us, we are at
liberty so refer to precedents of our
own, and I tind that only two years
ago, at the very moment my hon.
friend was framing a policy with
respect to the tariff, involving very
important fiscal changes, this House
granted an enquiry-and for what pur-
pose ? To enquire into the state of
the manufacturing interests-a parlia-
mentary mode of saying that we were
to make an investigation into the ques-
tion of the increase of the tariff. My
hon. friend from Hamilton, I am sure,
will bear me out when I say that the
distinct object of that Comnittee was
to show that an increase in the tariff
was neecssary, and concurrent with its
sittings, which were protracted during
nearly the whole of the then Ses-
sion, my hon. friend the Finance
Minister was carrying through this
House an Aet of Parliament which
was in aceordance, to some very limited
extent, with the views of my hon.
friend opposite. No objection , was
made to this increase being granted;
and I am not aware, Sir, that by the
action of that Committee, if it ever
had any result ut all, the Constitution
was put in danger. It had, Sir, how-
ever, one beneficial effect-for I noticed
that when my hon. friend, the Chair-
man of that Committee, was running
for iamilton, he took credit for the in-
crease in the revenue, as a consequence
of their investigation into the subject;
and I believe, Sir, that bis majority in
Hamilton was very greatly in2reased
owingto these representations, although
if I had happened to have been in
Hamilton I would have had to correct
hin on that point,

Mr. IRVING-The majority was de.
creased because the rate was not put
up higher.

Mr. 1DYMON D-Then we have one
member for Hamilton contradicting
the other member ; because I remem-
ber, I think, that my hon. friend, now
the junior member, congratulated the
Finance Minister in 1874 upon the
fhet that he had adopted a somewhat
protective policy.

Mr. WOOD-He had taken a step
in the right direction, but he had nt
gone far enough.
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Mr. DYMOND-He went quite far
enough for some people at any rate.
There is another point. [ would
just submit to the House as a reason
for the appointment of this Committee,
that it is excedingly difficult to obtain
from any sources at our cominand,
anything like an authoritative state-
ment of what is the state of public
opinion on this subject. Now, Sir,
everybody who wants an increase in
the tariff comes down to the Finance
Minister, while those who do not want
it stay away; but I have no doubt
that if we were to poll the country at
the present time - particularly the
agricultural population, which is our

-reatest interest after all-and our
iends from the Maritime Provinces,

with agreat many of our friends in Onta-
rio-and notwithstanding what my hon.
friend from Montreal says, I hope many
froi Quebec also--we should find a large
majority probably opposed to protec-
tion. M el, Sir, we look then for light
on this subject to the meetings of com-
mercial mon, and we find them to
be almost equally contradictory. In
connection with the Dominion Boards
of Trade, which have been sometimes
mentioned with disrespect, although I
consider they are justly entitled to that
amount of respect which is due to thirty
or forty gentlemen having particular in-
terests at stake when they come to-
gether and discuss questions from their
own point of view-we observe pro-
gressive changes in their lino of action.
Now my hon. friend from Montreal
will not, I am sure be offended if I
quote as a bigh authority upon the
viows of the Board of Trade-1 think
as recently as 1873 - a gentleman
whom he had the honour of defeating
only a few weeks since. A resolution
proposed by Mr. Thomas White, Jr.,
in that year, concludes thus:-" That
" this Board of Trade is further of
"opinion that permanence in the fiscal
" policy of the country is most import-

ant, alike to its commerce and its
"nmfnufactures "-at that time we
had a fifteen per cent tariff-" and
" that no change should be made in

the tariff not demanded by the abso-
C lute necessities of the revenue." That

was the opinion of the gentleman who
is held in the highest esteem by his
friends opposite, who was te t euipient

lately of a dinner, and who had in ad-
dition to the dinner the delight, the
intellectual treat, of listening to the
speech to which I have alroady refer-
red, and whose name, I suppose, will go
down embalmed in Conservative his-
tory in connection with that remark-
able utterance. Well, Sir, we have
progressed, it seems, • since that time ;
because a year afterwards the same
gentleman appears to have proposed
something of this sort:-" That in the
"opinion of this Board the principle of
"protection to the manufacturing inter-
"ests of the country should be embodied
"in such a revision of the tariff, so far
"as the same eau be carried out consist-
"ently with the commercial and rev-
"entie requirements of the country." In
1873, we were to have a tariff for revenue
purposes only; but in 1874 we were to
embody in the tariff the principles of
protection. Now it may be said that
opinions alter, that things have got
worse, and that Canada was made, to use
a common and popular phrase now-
a-days, the slaughier nirket of the
Americans. But a wise man and a
great statesman, the hope of the Con
servative party, must have been aware
in 1873 of what was coming to paiss, and
I will not insult the gentleman by sup-
posing that ho had not all the pres-
cience, all the wisdom, and all the
foresight that his friends expect of him
and givo him credit for. I am bound
to suppose, therefore, that ho really
believed, in 1873, that we only wanted
a revenue tariff; and that in 1874, by
some strange change of ideas, but
without any real alteration in the situ-
ation which ho could not. have fore-
seen, ho came out as a Protectionist,
and demanded that we should embody
in our tariff the principle of protec-
tion. Matters have, however, gone
further sin'ce that date; for when, in
the present year, the Board of Trade
met together, they asked, not for
incidental protection, and not sim-
ply protection for infant industries,
but they demanded absolute pro-
tection and a retaliatory tariff;
they asked that to which my hon.
friend from Waterloo alluded when he
said that with regard to certain articles
which are prejudiced by American
manufactures, it was desired to build
up a Chinese Wall around us. Well,
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Sir, that may be right and fair, but as
I am going to sit on this Committee
of the House if tranted, and desire to
act as an impartial judge in this matter,
I shall not say a single thing as to
whether the one policy be right or.
the other policy be right. Again,
I come back to this point. bere is a
divergence of opinion between wise
men and men having the saime inter-
ests, and a divergence of statemebt, if
not of opinion, among those who are
regarded as the exponents of the opin-
ions of large numbers of their fellow
countrymen, not only Conservatives
but Reformers; and it must be exceed-
ingly difficult for any Government,
as it is for any individual, to
ascertain what is the truth touching
this matter. Ilere, too, is the great
manufacturing interest crying out for
relief. Well, Sir, I am not very
much siurprised after all to flnd that
the right hon. gentleman opposite
should have thrown cold water on this
enquiry, for there was a time when, if lie
had all the prescience he is creditd with
and if he had kept the pledge he made
on the hustings, he would have done
something to avert the state of things
which everyone saw was impending-
that is, if protection could have averted
it. In 1872 the right hon. gentleman
stumped the country as the friend of
the manafacturers, and when he
went to convert the people of Hamil-
ton and of Toronto, or other great
manufacturing cities, to his views, he
told them that there must soon be a
re-adjustment of the tariff, and of course
the interests of the manufacturers
would be considered; and we all know
what the interests of the manufacturers
from their point of view meant. He
went, besides, a little further, and in
opposition to a former member of this
House, and in favour of the candidate
whom he was supporting, I remember
that he held up to contumely and
scorn men like my hon. friend from
Montreal Centre, and my hon. friend
from Centre Toronto, before the
elections. as caterpillars, and said
that merchants simply preyed upon
the rest of the community. He
then espoused the cause of the manu-
facturer, but we know, Sir, thatnothing
was done in 1873, and we had no
plodge of a new tariff in the

Mr. DYMOND.

manufacturing interest, when the
House met at the end of that
year. Possibly the hon. gentleman
had then heard his doom, and thought
that, after all, it was not worth his
while to take any action. We heard
nothing of the kind from the right hon.
gentleman when in Opposition in 1874;
but the hon. gentleman who sits next
to him attacked my hon. friend for
increasing the tariff, using every argu-
ment that these figures, which my hon.
friend from Montreal Centre says can
prove anything-and never was there a
truer saying with reference to the hon.
gentleman opposite-could supply,
mixed-I would not say cooked,
because that would be unparliamentary
-and confused together to show that
it was a wrong thing to give our
suffering manufacturers an additional
two and one-half per cent. Well, Sir,
last year the Governnent asked us for
$SOOO in order to assist the mnanufac-
turers of this country, the great pro-
ducing class, to advertise their goods
at the Philadelphia Exhibition, and
I renember that the right hon. gentle-
man, although I think that he did net
divide the House, opposeci it. I am not
very much surprised after that to find,
in spite of all his fondness for the
manufacturers when their votes are
wanted, and all his interest for the
labouring classes, when they were
invited to vote for my hon. friend for
West Toronto, on somewhat similar
grounds, and in spite of all the universal
benevolence which he has felt for
every one in this world, not excluding
himself, that he entertains the secret
conviction that the attempt to im-
port into this country a protective
tariff would place him in the absurd
position he occupied in 1871, of repeal-
ing at the end of twelve months what
he had passed a year before. As te what
is the truc position of affairs, it will be
for this Committee to enquire. I hope
that we shall lift the right hon.
gentleman and his friends out of a
difficulty by means of this Committee.
I trust that we shall be able to present
to the ilouse a fair and important
statement of facts relating to late
events, and that while we cannôt
expect that the financial arrangements
shall be suspended at the presont tirne,
any more than they were in 1874,
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until we make a report, the evidence
we collect will enable us on all future
occasions to discuss the question of the
tariff, and any similar measures
-affecting the great interests of the
couxtry with calmness and deliberation,
and with more information than at
all times we are able to bring to
bear at present on these subjects.

Mr. WOOD-I do not intend to
discuss the question of the Tariff at
present. I think the commercial
men of this country have a right
to be thankful to the hon. gentle-
man for the anxiety he is m.anifest-
ing in their interest. If the hon.
gentleman, instead of asking for a
Committee, would go among the manu-
facturers of this country, he would get
all the information he requires before
the end of the session. If he goes to
the hon. member for South Leeds and
asks why bis mannfactory is closed, he
would learn that the country is flooded
with Ame rican manufactures, which
are sold at prices that render com-
petition impossible. If he goes to the
hon. member for Cornwall and asks
why the cotton f actory there is idle, he
will find th.at it is because they cannot
compote with Anerican cottons. Is
the hon. gentleman aware that the
Americans are sending furniture into
Hamilton and other Canadian cities
and having it auc ioned for what it
will bring? And this is not confined
to furniture, but in almost every class
,of goods manufactured in the United
States it is the saie. I ask the hon.
gentleman why it is, if that country
has been protected to death, as lie says
it has, that its manufactures are taking
the place of English goods ? In 1872
we imported from the United States
of cabinet-ware or furniture, $122,070 ;
in 1873, $220,497; in 1874, $311,476;
and in 1875, $328,536. And yet this
does not represent the amount of fur-
niture eoming into the country. The
increase is not shown by the values,
because there has been a large re-
duction in prices. A person going to
the United States to buy furniture is
.given a certain price ; but when he says
"I want to take it to Canada," the
manufacturer will take off 25 per cent.
I arn speaking now simply of the im-
portations frorm the United States. The
imports of cotton into Canada in 1872

amounted to $525,709; in 1873, to
$491,809; in 1874 to $903,894; and in
1875, to $1,3 50,308-showing that the
manufacturers of the United States,
protected as they have been, are able
to drive their English competitors out
of our markets, aided though
the latter have been by large capital
and the best machinery. Iow can
we expect, with our infant manu-
factures, to compete with thein ? Are
we to be told by hon. gentlemen on the
opposite side of the House that we
must import all our goods and not
manufacture what we can for ourselves?
Have we got no patriotism ? Shall we
drive our manufacturi'ing population
away from the country to tind work
in the States? In the articles of
spades, shovels, etc., in which the hon.
member for Leeds is engaged in, we
imported from the United States in
1872, $56,000 ; 1873, $64,547 ; 1874,
$80,494. and in 1875, $114,115, show-
ing a continual increase. In fact the
American manufacturers are doing
everything they can to crush out of
existence our manufacturing industries.
In manufactures of wood we im-
ported from the United States, $273,
890 in 1872; $395,367 in J873, and
$454,592 in 1874. In spikes, nails
and brads, $55,693 in 1872; $113,092
in 1873; $139,442 in 1874, and $232,
390 in 1875. In stoves and all other
iron castings, $149,364 in 1872 ; $27-
5,665 in 1873, and $360,503 in 1874.
In manufactures of hardware-and I
am now referring to Ontaijo only-we
imported in 1872 from England,
$1,719,000; from the United States,
$1,350,000; in 1873, from England,
$1,917,000; from the United States,
$1,665,000 ; in 1874, from England,
$1,527,442; from the United States,
$2,043,179; in 1875, from England,
$1,527,000; froi the United States,
$2,201,000. So here we have evidence
of the utility of protection, which
enables the United States to manufac-
ture so cheaply as to drive out English
goods from this country. In bar-iron,
Ontario imported fromEngland $175,-
324; from the United States, $438,738.
In the article of pig-iron, Ontario
imported from England only 266 tons,
valued at $6,758, while from the
United States we received 20,000 tons,
worth $502,345. There are other
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articles I might ennumerate, but I wish
to refer to the balance oftrade which the
hon. member lbr Bothwell spoke of.
From his description of the subject, we
must come to the conclusion that the
more a person spends the richer ho is. I
would like to read an extract from the
pen of one of the ablest mon ofhis day
-the late Horace Greeley-who under-
stood this question thoroughly. This
is not a hundred years old, like the
extract read by the hon. member from
Bothwell. It is as follows:

I But the fact that there is such a balance
is put beyond doubt by the rates of ex-
change, the movement of 8pecie and stocks,
and the negoiation of loans. If we were
paying Europe in our products (including
California gold) for the goods we are buying
of her, we should not be sending stocks to
London for sale at the rate of millions per
month, and sending agents thither to nego-
ciate the sale of Riilway bonds, State bonds,
County or City bonds, and every possible
manufacture of paper, which implies pay-
ment with interest by-and-by for foreign
products eaten, drank and worn out by our
people to-day. The correctness of the state-
ment is undeniable, that as a people, we are
running rapidly and heavily in debt to
Europe, and mortgaging the earnings of
our children to pay it off. And the excuse
that we are building railroads, &c., does not
avail us. Europe is also building railroads;
Great Britain is chequered with them; but
she does not owe their cost to the capitalists
of other countries, because her people pro-
duce more than they consume, sell more
than they buy, as ours do not. We have
labour enough standing idle from month to
month, and anxiously looking for employ.
ment to make all the iron, cloth, wares, &c.,
for which we are running giddily in debt to
foreigu capitalists; yet our Free-Trade
policy tends to keep that labour idle and
run our country deeper and deeper in
debt for the fabrics we ought to produce.
Can this be right ?"

I shall not trouble the House any
further with remarks on this subject.
When the question of protectionper se
comes up, as I presume it will on the
tariff, I think the hon. gentlemen on
this side of tho House will be prepared
to diseuss it on its merits.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-I would not
have been tempted to enter into this
discussion if it had not been for the
wonderfully dignified way in whieh the
hon. member for North York, who
admits he is a novice in Canadian poli-
tics, undertook to speak of a gentlemar,
who had not an opportanity to reply
to him. He did not tell us anything

Mr. WooD.

of the causes which led to the present,
discontent in the country, but if we.
could glean anything from that speech
the cause is the absence of the right
hon. member for Kingston from the
Government of the country. I do not
intend to follow him on that part of his
speech. The remarks bf the hon. mem-
ber for North York are well known to
us all. They are but a rehash of stale
editorials. He might have saved the
House the trouble of listening to him
if ho had simply done like the man
who, instead of saying his prayers,
pointed to the printed formula and
said, " them are my sentiments." If
the hon. gentleman had taken a file of'
the leading Government newspaper
of the country, and said " them are-
my sentiments, " it wou'd have been
enough. While be had a right to refer
to the right hon. member for Kingston,
he had no right to speak ofanother gent-
leman whose remarks and opinions
have nothig to do with the discussions
of this louse. t was iieither fair nor
inanly to criticize the remarks of the
gentleman who opposed the hon. rAem-
ber for Montreal West.

Mr. DYMOND-I made no mention
of that gentleman's speeches. I quoted
from the published resolutions of the
Dominion Board of Trade, circulated
by that body for the information of the
public from year to year.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-le quoted
the opinions of Mr. White, who is not
in a position to reply to him in this
House. I guarantee this-if the hon.
member for North York chooses his
subject and any platform ho likes in
the country, that gentleman will meet
him and discuss the affairs of this coun-
try with as much ability, as much
intelligence, and with mach more satis-
faction to his audience than the hon.
member who has assailed him. The
hon. member for Montreal West says
he goes on that Committee on the
understanding that the report is not to
be a foregone conclusion. I would like
to know if he does not think from the
speech of the hon. member for North
York that his opinion is a foregone
conclusion ? The hon. momber for
South Waterloo, in a very glib man-
ner, tells.us ho knew all the causes
of the pr'esent discontent and dis-
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tress, and it was perfectly unneces-
sary to appoint this Committee.
It is only necessary to summon
him to learn all about it. The
hon. member says these periods
ofdepression happen periodically; they
had happened before and therefore
must happen again. Like Newton or
Galileo observing the regularity of the
solar system, he regards it as inevi-
table, and therelore we should do
nothing but sit still and see the coun-
try struck by the wave of depression.
The hon. member told us something
about Scylla and Charybdis, and gave us
to understand that he could effectually
mail the bark between these two rocks.

Mr. YOUNG-Oh, no!
Mr. KIRKPATIICK- Well, no

matter. He told us that the other
cause of the depression was over-im-
portataion, and he quoted some tigures
in reforence to this. I should .like to
sall the attention of the House to the
fact that figures are not at all times
to be relied upon, as niy hon.
friend the Finance Minister will be
able to tell us. In the figures
with reference to the expenditure of
the first six months of the tinancial
year, published in the Offcial Gazette
-a fact to which I should like to direct
the attention of the Finance Minister
-a discrepancy of $2,000,000 occurs
when compared with the amended re-
turn down to date. This circumstance
warrants me in reminding my hon.
friend that perha the returns he has
found in the lue ks are equally erro-
ineous, and cannot be relied upon alto-
gether. This question of over importa-
tion may be looked at in another way.
Upon examining the returns it will be
found there was an increase in he
imports of dry goods, silks, &c. Now,
we may blink at the fact as we like,
but it is known that a great quantity
of these goods pass through Canada
into the United States and are not con-
sumed in this country. When that
fact i taken into consideration, it will
be understood that the imports to Ca-
nada are not so great as my hon. friend
would make us think. We were told
that only three interests were suffering
from depression. My hon. friend al-
luded to four interests, and I may
mention another, that of shipping,

which has not been in such a depressed
condition for years as at present. Ship-
owners and others are looking to the
Government for some measure to revive
it, and I hope tbey do not look in vain.
The hon. member for Montreal West
(Mr. Workman) bas told us that lie
was so busily eigage(d on the tariff as
to give thie Finance Minister verv little
to do, and il t his Committee is granted
would it not, unîder the circumîîstances,
be better to place the office of Finance
Minister in commission ? What use is
le if we have to appoint a Conunittee
to colleet tacts and ligures which I am
suie, froni his known ability and in-
dustry, Le bas already obtained ?

Mi. THIOMSON, (Welland )-lt oc-
ctrs to lme that when a mnan is
sick t is better to get him well
first, and then discuss the process
by which le is to b)e kept lrom
relapsing. This panic was brought
about by natural causes, such as over-
trading. It is gradually disappearing,
and when trade gets back into a
wholesomne condition -will be the
proper timne to discuss the causes of our
commercial ailment. I think it was
Lincoln who said that it was "nio time
to swap horses when we are swinlmning
for life across the river," and that
remark applies to our present
condition. Entering upon this discussion
here on principles of detail, it occurs to
me, is beneath the dignity of this
House, which is not a trade establish-
ment, a house of merchants, mianufac-
turers or agriculturists, but a House
to make laws for those interests in the
aggregate. We have to decide upon
great general prineiples and make laws
which will do justice to all. I take
gound at once as a thorough Free-
Trader. I objeet to doing one wrong tok
prevent another ; two wrongs will
never make a right. If the principles
upon which trade and commerce in
this country are based make
free-trade impossible, it is not
reasonable or proper to try and
remedv matters by adopting a wrong
principle; but if this House legislates
in perfect harmony with the laws of
nature, Iree-trade~ must be possible.
We ought to have education and
intelligence enough to find out a
process by which we can secure chea
goods, prosperity, and free-trade with
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the rest of the world. As long as I
am a Liberal politician, I must be a
Free-Trador, but, we cannot have free-
trade unless other things are free-
iinless we have ftrec minds. Is it
nocessary to retain that wrong principle
of dear money ? Is iL nee'ssary to
establish Liat principle which makes
trade expiisive and alnost impossible ?
I sav no. It is the daty of this House
to make money cheaper. There is no
manufacturer, no process of human
industry which will not bo ruined by7, 8
and 10 per cent interest; it is only a
question of time. It is ruining the
United States, which owes over
$7,000,000,000, while the assossment
is $1,400,000,000. That country has
grown by immigration, by its climate
and soil, and liberal principles of
(overnment-it has grown in spite
of those conditions. In the United
States to-day, in England, and in Cana-
da, I hope, there are a great many men
struggling for free trade and free
money. A id are we going to throw cold
water on their energies by saying that
this fro, rieh country of Canada is
retrograding and adopting principles
which ar. obsolete ? The great diffi-
culty in Canada, as in Englandand the
United States, is that the servant is
governing the master-that the work-
ing interests are governing the indus-
trial interests of the country; and until
this thing is changed we shall always
have panics, which will grow worse
every time. It is no businesss of ours
whether the merchants fail or bot;
they are more speculators, buyers and
sellers, the more agents of the interests
of the country. We should not stul-
tify the agricultural, mechanical and
other interests for the purpose
of supporting their speculations and
amending the difficulties they have
created by their speculative ideas.
They talk about the United States
sending goods here to slaughter in our
market. England does the same thing;
she sends her surplus goods to New
York, &c. Why, we sell oil at home for
30 cents per gallon and send it out and
sell it for 15 cents. Everybody acts
on this principle. The great evil,
as I before said, consists of the
money system, which ought to rest
on the gool faith of the nation. The
people owinig it should make it, and it

Mr. TiosoN.

should be the duty of the Government to
regulate it. When that time arrives
money will be the rule instead of the
exception; at present credit is the
rule and money the exception.

A system based upon ready money is
honest,and a system founded upon credit
is dishonest. The whole of the panic to
which we have been subjected, has
related to the mercantile portion of
the community; for in point of fact
the farmers in Upper Canada are as well
off as ever; and if every merchant in the
country were to fail, it would not atall
impoverish the agricultural classes.
But if the grasshopper or the drought
came to Canada and destroyed twenty
or fifty per cent. of the agricultural
productions, the entire country would
suffer. I believe in free-trade-and
in direct taxation, which would be
levied, if in existence amongst us at
the prosent moment, at the rate
of $6 per head. A labouring man
who earos at least $300 per annum,
probably expends $200, paying in
reality on his purchases a duty
amounting to about $50, while, under
the systei of direct taxation, he
would not be required to contribute
more than $5 or $ý3 per annum to
the revenue. The result of the pres-
ent state of things in this re-
lation is that the country is in-
conveniently and very hoavily taxod,
and the system is a bar to the success
of the lower strata of society, while
direct taxation gives these classes a
chance, and enhances the prosperity of
the people. I hear that there is a
deficit ; well, suppose that there be a
deficiency of a few millions of dollars
during the present year, it is simply
due to this condition of affairs, and it
is useless to attempt to recover this
loss by means of additional taxation at
the present time, although I will likely
support any measure the Finance
Minister may bring down. I hope
thak trade will not be disturbed, and
changes in the tariff even affect
traders; and I trust that the tariff will
be let alone, in which event, a surplus
making up for the existing deficit will
be secured. I imagined that we
had obtained a satisfiactory tariff
last year, though I did not examine it
veryeaeftilly, andI consider tlt if the
present conditions be continued-
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instead of a deficit, we will have a sur-
plus during next year, or at all events
within a short period. I strongly
deprecate any change in the tariff,
unless it be for the introduction of'
free-trade and free money. I would
rather hear tiis sibject discussed in
the louse, than in a Committee coi-
posed wholly of extreme or incidental

rotectionists.
Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)-I

was a good deal amused, Mr. Speaker,
by the remarks, of the hon. member for
Welland. -Be said this was a House
in which in the interests of all were to
be protected, and yet, in the same
breath, he announced himself as a Free-
Trader-which means the extinguish-
ment of ail the capital that every
manufacturer has invested in the
country. I intend in the discussion of
this question to keep in my mind
simultaneously three thoughts the
manufacturerthe consumer, and the re-
venue.and if I do fairness to the one I am
bound to do equal fairness to the other.
It is perhaps due to the House that I
should say a word or two as the hon.
member for Bothwell did me the honour
to ask me to sit on the Committee. It
is some years since I sat in this Ilouse,
and I must confess that from last time
to this, I have not been reading the
debates or looking up parliamentary
figures. But certain Blue Books have
been placed on the table since I entered
the House this time, from which I have
collected certain figures and have en-
deavoured to reach rational conclusions.
I find that in 1868 the imports from
all sources amounted to $73,459,644,
and five years afterwards those imports
had grown to $128,000,000. Is there
any cause for enquiry with such an
exhibit as that ?

If I am rigbtly informed the increase
in the population, as taken in the de-
cennial census of 1871, was about 12
per cent. I have here, then, a lapse of
five years only. Now, if I assume for
the purpose of putting this case before
the louse that the increase during the
next decade will be 15 per cent.,
we have then an increase in these five
years of seven and a half per cent., an
increase of imports of 75 per cent. No
country in the world but Canad a could-
have stood such an enormous strain,
and no better proof of the wonderful

elasticity of the country could be pro-
duced than that it could maintain such
a strain without injury to its credit. Sev-
eral gentlemen who have preceded me
have stated that American goods have
been slaughtered in this country. That
may be right. I don't pretend to
express an opinion about branches of
trade that I know nothing about, but I
have reason to believe that American
and other manufactures are not
slaughtered in this country. My
reason for making this statement is
this : that the large houses of the
United States publish their prices, and
no man, no matter what his wealth or
influence, or what country he comes
from, can buy them cheaper than the
pice list. In certain places in the
United States goods are sold cash
before delivery. The fact is that
silently there is a work going on that
has been unobserved. Any man that
takes the trouble to carefully look at
the following figures will be astonished
at the result. Take from 1872 to 1875,
and the result is startling :

Comparative statement of the im-
ports into Canada from Great Britain
and the United States, for the financial
years 1872-73, and 1874-75 :-

Cigars-

1873-74. 1874-75

Value. Value'
Great Britain, s 37,378
United States, 104,221

Meats of various kinds-
Great Britain, 1,584
United States, 909,535

Cabinet Ware-

Great Britain, 19,808
United States, 122,070 3

Coach and Harness Furniture-
Great Britain, 50,941
United States, 89,365

Lard-
Great Britain,
United States,

China Ware-

2,328
36,027

Great Britain, 531,397
United States, 29,970

Gunpowder-

Great Britain, 40,127
United States, 18,372

$ 20,732
204,757

5,785
1,776,485

18,981
26,536

45,425
96,834

74
35,4013

496,788
43,417

33,563
29,585
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Hardware, Spades, Shovels, &c.-
Great Britain, 31,398
United States, 56,659

Spikes, Nails, Brade, &c-
Great Britain, 94,015
United States, 55,693

Manufactures of Iron-
Great Britain, 1,719,629
United States, 1,350,509

Leather-
Great Britain, 195,382.
United States, 103,208

Sheep, Calf, Chamois Skins---
Great Britain, 23,972
United States, 18,592

Manufactures of Marble-
Great Britain, 19,345
United States, 27,459

Manufactures of Leather-
Great Britain, 241,688
United States, 67,349

Boots and Shoes-
Great Britain, 142,709
United States, 122,359

Haness and Saddlery-
Great Britain, 21,958
United States, 23,958

Manufactures of Wood-
Great Britain, 9,611
United States, 273,890

Taper-
Great Britain,
United States,

196,916
91,399
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37,208
114,115

66,036
232,590

1,517,913
2,201,446

119,830
127,901

95,965
47,460

22,090
60,238

202,589
100,459

68,954
168,803

24,930
53,083

12,005
424,624

188,114
243,825

Here are facto I wishi to bring before
the House, that while the importations
from Great Britain have been steadily
declining those from the United
States have been as steadily increasing.
Take the time between 1872 and 1875,
and importe from Great Britain have
decreased three millions, while the im-
Ports from the United States have
increased fifteen millions. Go further
back and take the importe from 1868,
and you will find that the increase of
importe from the United States during
that period is nearly twenty-two
millions. These quotations are very
significant I don't pretend to say
what they point to. ,No gentleman
in this louse, or in the country,
no matter what his' commercial

Mr. MACDONALD.

ability is, can tell what they point
to. I can only say if the same facili-
ties for obtaining money were
afforded in the United States that
are afforded in Great Britain, these
figures would be so changed in six
months, that they would astound every
man on the floor of this House. When
the time comes for this debate I shall
be able to show the causes which have
led to this wonderful excess of im-
portation. I hold that the slaughter
has cone from Great Britain; I hold
that the over production has been
due to the cheapness of credit obtained
in Great Britain; I hold that it-
is the excess of the goods of
Great Britain thrown on our market&
that bas paralyzed our manufactures,
and that the depression of trade h&
not been the result of the tariff, but
of the injudicious use of credit and
laek of business ability. While it
shall be my duty to do everything that
I think right for the manufacturers to
have, and for the manufacturers to ask,
I will also hold it to be my duty to
guard the intereste of the consumer and
pay due deference to the revenue of the
country, and to the suitable protection
of those energetic men who have in-
vested their means to develop the
resources of the country, I think if
we were to utilize the markets in the
British Islands in the West Indies we
would have another outlet for our sur-
plus manufactures.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - My
right bon. friend from Kingston op-
poses the motion of my hon. friend
from Bothwell because, he alleges that
hie motion is to enquire into the etate
of the nation; but he will remember
that during hie own reign he had no
objection to any number of Committees
of a similar character. No longer age
than in 1873 the right hon. gentleman
consented to a Committee to report on
the extent and condition of the mainu-
factures of the Dominion.

Sir JOBN A. MACDONALD-Hear,
hear.

Hion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-To aUl
intents and purposes that is the object
of my hon. friend from Bothwell.

Hon. Gentlemen-No
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-By the

terme of hie motion he did not propose

Deprenm.
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to equire into the state of the nation,
but into the causes of the depression of
trade, and the financial distress affect-
ing a certain portion of the nation
Our records are full of motions similar
to all intents and purposes, and I
have not the shghtest doubt if it is the
opinion of the IHouse that this Com-
mittee should be appointed, it should
be granted in the shape the re-
solution has recommended. Stil,
I beg to say that there is really no
difference whatever between a Com-
nittee to enquire tnto the condition of

the community, and the commission
alluded to in his remarks. I am not
going into a general discussion of the
poliey of the Government at this time.
I wiIl simply say that the right hon.
gentleman will find at the proper time
that this Government are not disposed
to shirk one iota of the responsibility
that belongs to them. We understand
how to frame our policy and know
how and when to bring it down to t4his
House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I do
îot object to the motion of my hon.
friend, but I say it is a motion of want of
confidence, as every motion of this kind
is. I haive not the slightest objection
that this Committee should be appoint-
ed and that my hon friend should sit
in judgment on the acts of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--As this
matter stands over until after six
on Wednesday, I think I shall be pre-
pared at that time to show that the
right hon. gentleman has somewhat
different views of motions of want of
confidence.

The House adjourned at Six o'clock.

HOJSE OF COMMONS.

THUiRsDAY, February 17, 1876.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
Ton minutes past Three o'clock.

PRIVATE BILL.

Mr. SCATCHERD introducéd a
Bill to incorporate the National Ex-
change Company.

cRIMINAL LAW AMENDMEINT ACT.

Hion. Mr. BLAKE introduceAl a Bill
to amend the Criminal Law relating to
violence, threats and molestations.
le said-A Bill on this question was
introduced last Session by mv y prede-
cessor, to ameliorate the existing cn-
dition of the law on that suibject.
Since then it has been extensivelv dis-
cussed, and legislative action has been
taken by the Im-iperial Parliamlent.
The present ill comprises the points of
that of last Session as well as new nat-
terwhiclh the discussion in England has
shown necessary with reference to the
law of conspiracy. I propose to
introduce one new provision. With
some slight nodifications 1 propose to
combine the provisions of the law in
England with those of the Act intro-
duced last Session, and will enter
into a full explanation on t h second
reading of the Bill,

The Bill was read the firsi time.

CASES AGAINST THE CROWN.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved for leave to
introduce a Bill " To make further pro-
vision for the institution of cases
against the Crown by Petition of Right.'
He said-You will recollect that last
Session the hon. nember for Hamilton
framed a Bill on this subject which be-
came law. At that time it was the
general sentiment of the House and
country, 'while willing to accord to
British subjeets that remedy they
enjoyed in England in matters in which
the Crown in Canada was concerned,
that the Court created by this Parlia-
ment, and whose procedures were con-
trolled by this Parliament, should be
the tribunal to administer this remedy
-a delicate and new one in this coun-
try. There is also another reason for
introducing an amendment. Provision
was made by which the right of the
subject was restricted to a greater
degree than in England, a class of cases
which under the English law can be
referred to arbitration, are excluded
from being cognisablo by our Court.
That clause embodied a very large class
of cases in which the subject, accord-
ing to the English law, has the right
of complaint against the Crown. I
propose by this measure to give the
subject the right to apply for a peti-
tion in al those cases in which hle eau
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file a petition in England, and to give
to the Minister the right within two
months from the presentation of the
petition of determining whether the
subject-matter should be referred to
arbitratiozi, or whether ho will permit
the trial to be granted. The other
portions of the measure are almost
entirely matters of detail. The old
Bill was copied from the English law,
and is very prolix and somewhat ob-
scure. I have endeavored to simplify
and transform it into a more intelligent
shape.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD thought
the amendments introduced were
desirable. He enquired if there was
any provision in the Bill for an ap-
peal from the arbitration.

Hlon, Mr. BL AKE--No ; there is no
appeal.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
Then I will ask if it is proposeci tiat
the Supreme Court, to whom the
petition will be referred, will have the
power of judging of matters of fact
as well as matters of law.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE -Yes. In view
of possible difficulties arising, I have
inserted an express provision that evi-
dence may be taken partly at one place
and partly at another. I propose to
try the cases without juries.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I am
very glad to hear that. My experience
in such matters isthat where the Crown
is one party, and a private subject the
other party, seeking for compensation,
the Crown always goes to the wall.
There is one more question I wish to
ask. Is there a clause defining the dis-
cretionary power of the Minister?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-There is no such
elause. The subjeet is given precisely
the same rights as ho had in England,
at the time the Rights Act was passed.

The Bill was read the first time.
THEr NORTH-WEST TERRITORY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved for
leave to introduce a Bill respecting the
North-West Territory, and to create a
separate territory out·of part thereof.
He said-We find that there is likely

3to be a good deal of inconvenience
from the North-West Territories, in-
oluding all that portion of our country

iHon. Mr. BLAX .

east of Manitoba and west of the boun-
dary of Ontario. The Province of
Manitoba wishes to inerease its bound-
aries northward, westward, and east-
ward; but until the question is decided
as to where the limits of Ontario may
ultimately be fixed, it is impossible to
take any steps towards enlarging th*
boundaries of that Province without
the risk of having it reconsidered, pro-
bably, at the very next Session. I have
thought it advisable on the whole, to
detach a portion of country imme-
diately north and east of Manitoba,
from the North West Territories pro-
per, and to have its affairs administered
by the Governor of Manitoba without
the intervention of any council, and
without incurring any expense what-
ever. The boundary proposed in the
hill is to commence whdre the western

coast of Lake Manitoba intersects the
northern boundary of that Province,
proceeding northward along the west-
ern coast of that Lake to the portage
between its waters and Lake Winne-
pegoosis, thence proeeding on the
eastern shore of Lake Winnepegoosis
to Mossy Portage, a small neck of
land between the Saskatchewan
River and this Lake, and thence
due northward from that point. The
Bill recapitulates certain provisions
of the North-West Territories Act of
last Session, which will be made appli-
cable to that Territory. As soon a
the boundary between the Dominion
and Ontario is settled in that quarter,
the probability is, Manitoba will have
its limits enlarged. The Government
of that Province have sought to have
its boundaries enlarged at the present
time, but we felt it would be inconveni-
ent to have this done in the east at
the present time without knowing the
precise place to where we would go.
If the conclusions of the hon. member
for Bothwell be correct, Manitoba and
most of the North-West Territorf will
belong to Ontario. 'As I judge it, a
more reasonable conclusion may pro-
bably be safely predicted, that will
send it a considerable distance east of
the present boundary. This is simply
a provisional arrangement, which will
come to an end as soon as we have tirat
boundary settled. My first thought
was to make Lake Winnipeg the limit,
but it seemed more conivenient to have
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that portion of territory--where there is
a considerable settlement already,
.and where the telegraph line has
been built and the railway located east
of the other two lakes (Manitoba and
Winnepegoosis)-attached to the Gov-
ernment of Manitoba than to a Govern-
ment situated several hundred miles
west of that Province.

Mr. DEWDNEY suggested soie spe-
cial provision should be made for the
government of the country lying
north of British Columbia, in which
valuable diggings had been discovered,
and to which there would be a large
emigration next spring. He had a
petition from the miners of Cassiar re-
garding the matter, and he thought it
might be convenient for the Premier
to include a clause in this Bill respect-
ing it.

lHon. Mr. MA CKENZIE-I vill
consider any representa-tion the hon.
gentleman may mak-e betre the
second reading of the Bill although I
fear it would hardly do to insert such a
provisio-n.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
territory referred to belongs to the
Government of Fort Pelly, and my
hon. friend suggests that a provision

fshfuld be inserted in the Act confer-
ring upon the Government of British
Columbia the power of administering
the affairs of that place, analogous to
that conferred on the Government of
Manitoba for the eastern section.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I shall be
happy to consider the question before
the second reading.

The Bill was read the first time.
BRITISH COLUMBL SUBSIDY.

Mr. BUNSTER asked whether the
Dominion Government have stopped
any and what portion of the subsidy
-due British Columbia in January 1876,
and if so, why ? And whether the
Dominion Government have informed
the Local Government of British
Columbia that they will retain any
and what portion of the future subsi
dies due the Province, and if so, why ?

Hon. Mr. CAIRTWRIGHT-With
respect to the first portion of the ques-
tion, the whole of the January subsidy
has been paid to the Government of
British Columbia. With respect to th

second portion, an advance was mado
charged against the subsidy payable
on and after the 1st of July, the
ground urged being the necessities of
the Government.

TELEGRAPHIC EXTENSION.

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN asked if it
is the intention of the Governiment, in
the interest of the Fisheries and Navi-
gation, to give or recommend the
grant of a subsidy to aid in the pro-
longation of the Telegraphie Line from
Malbaie as far as the County, or the
eastern limit of the County, of Sague-
nay ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH-There is no in-
tention at present to construet the line
to which the hon. gentleman refers.

EXEMPTIONOF CANADIAN SIIIPPNG PROM
THE OPERATION OF THE IMPERIAL SHIP-
P[NG BILL.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that an Address
froin this House be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General for
copies of all papers and correspondence
which have passed between the Govern.-
ment of Canada and lier Majesty's Gov-
ernment in relation to legislation which
may be under consideration of tho Im-
perial Parliament in relation to British
Shipping, and affecting Shipping regis.
tered in Canada ; also all correspon-
dence between the said Governments
in relation to the exemption of Cana-
dian Shipping from the operation of
the Imperial Bill: also any correspon-
dence between the said Governments
in relation to the Legislation passed by
the Canadian Parliament for the in-
spection aad classification of Canadian
vessels, and as to how far the British
Government will accept the Canadian
classification and inspection, if the
Law passed by the Canadian Parlia-
ment is put in force as equivalent to
the inspection by Imperial Officer or
British Lloyds. Sir, I may state to
this House that the object I have in
moving for this Address at this time, is
one of purely national interest. I may
say that I am not inspired by any party
or political feelings of any kind what-
ever, as I know that on former occa-
sions, when a kindred motion was
made by myself, it was partially at
least looked on by gentlemen on the
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other side of the House, as in some way
likoly to be tinged hy politieal antago-
nism, or by a desire to forward special
and personal views. In relation to the
treatment that this question should
receive, my hon. friend the Premier,
reinarks that it was most- unreasonable
to consider it a, party question, and I
grant it. Such an opinion never ought to
be ent ertained, and I hope th at, with re-
gard to the statements I made to-day.
no nisunderstanding of that kind as
has existed in the past will prevail
among the lion. gentlemen, and parti-
cularly that mïy lion. friend, mv worthy
successor ini office, will disai use his
mind of anv such feeling. Sir, it will
be recollected tLat in the year 1870,
when I had the honorofoecupying the
position my lion. friend opposite so
ably tills, it was thought necessary to
consolidate the laws atflcting Canadian
tonnage, and a measure was introduced
into the Parliament of Canada for that
purpose. The lImperial Parliament hd,
however, during the previous two or
three years been vainlv endeavouring to
do the same thing in reference to the
consolidation oftthe laws,the Merchants'
Shipping Act and ieasures generally
affecting the tonnage of the British
Empire, and, at the special request of
the Imperial Governiment, our legisla-
tion was pernited to stand over, the
reasons given in the despatches which
were subnitted to the Government of
Canada being, that it was most desir-
able that any legislation had relating
to the tonnage of the Empire, and es-
pecially the tonnage of the great colonv
of Canada-a colony whieh stands ou
the saie footing with many nations.
and indeed above many in the world-
being so important a portion of the
British Doninions, should bear as
nearly as was admitted by circuni-
stances, a similarity with the logis-
lation of the Imperial Parliament.
It accordingly stood over, and at the
next Session of Parliament 1 came pro-
pared with a Bill for submission, but
again the Imperial Government not
having sufficiently advanced their
legislation or matured their views as
to be willing to accept the opinions
entertained by their Parliament, again
asked us to let it stand over; and
this was again done. Ilowever, the
former undoubtedly thought it unfair

Hon. Mr. MIRLL.

to the people of Canada that if
1efects were foind in British legisla-

tion in this conneetion, any delays to
which thev were subjeted1 should for
so many years retard our- action. And
as the Parliament of Canada adopted
legisiation upon the subject, as is shewn
on the Statute books of the country,
and in particular regarding the Mer-
chants' Shipping Act, which I think is
no discredit to Canada. Sir, I may sav
at this stage that the great English
agitator concerning' shipping, Mr.
Pliisoll. in a recent letter addlressed to
the Earl of Derb-, on his own return
fron the examination of the ports on
the Black Sea and iMediterranean, in
relation to their rnethods of shipping
grain, the character of the vessels
engaged in the trade, the methods of
loading praetised there, and the treat-
ment seamen generally received, he
distinctly retrred to the legislation of
the Parliament of Canada as a model
worthy of being followed. Sir, I take
it that this was a great compliment to
the Parliament ofour eountry; that its
legislation in oecIletio wiit m er
of such extreme importance, which at
the last Session of the Parliament shook
the British Government to its centre,
owing to the power exercised -by a
single independent and determined
man, and the right it appeared his
cause possessed, that he made it tremble
for its existence, compelling the Ad-
ministration to change its policy and re-
verse its line of conduct indicated by
their assertions made upon the floor of
the louse, and pass a temporary Act,
which whether owing to the sensational
views propounded by Mir..Plimsoll, or
the necessities of the cause lie advo-
cated, enabled lîinto call forth. 1 can-
not be denied that the Bill adopted has
affected the whole shipping of the
British Empire during the past year.
And, Sir, when we look back on
the authority we possess - I will
say, that we are independent in every-
think except the name-and when we
find that regarding all matters con-
cerning the Internal Governnent of
Canada, we have practical indepen-
dence, Great Britain having magnani-
namiously and nobly said-make.your
own arrangements; endeavor calmly to
consider your measures in a Parlia-
ment, which is as free and as intelli-
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gent as any in the world; and pass
your own laws with the sanction
which the Crown gives to the Acts of
Colonial Legislatures - I maintain,
that we have the internal arrange-
ment of our own affairs, havinîg every
liberty, right and power, which any
Colony should demand. I eontend
therefore that England has given to us
the control of legislation affecting
the management of our maritime af-
Ihirs, and as much power to this Parlia-
ment in this regard as we exercise upon
land. Sir, soie years ago, when we de-
sired to obtain the right of examining
and coitrolling the class of men who
were acting as Engineers of Canadian
Steaniships, -we passed a Bill, which
received the sanction of Eiglnd ; and iii
this ncasure, the saine standing w-as
given to the Canadian classification of
Engineers, as to the Board of Trade
rating. At a more recent date, and
sinei Confederation, we adopted a law,
relative to Canadian masters and
mates, feeling that it was neecssary to
give then a certain status ; also that it
-was unfair to our masters and mates
to oblige them to go to England to
secure certificates with relation to their
ability and capacity to enable them to
take vessels aeross the Atlantic and to
toreign seas, their examination before
the British Board of Trade being re-
quisite. One of the points which struck
me at a very early stage in my adininls-
tratio¶ of the Department, was the
injustice with which such an arraînge-
ment operated iipon our own seanen,
and I at once reported to t lie Cocnnil
on thc subjeet, asking that our classi-
fication should] have the status as that,
of the British Board of Trade This I
report was sent by the GCovernment to
the Colonial Secretary, who retrred it,
to the Board of Trade, which Board at
tirst refused to give to the certificates,
that night be given when wc had es-
tablisied a systeni ofexanining masters
and mates, the same power and status
as to their own certitiates. the Im-
perial Goverlnment doubting wther
the standard of examination would be
as high in Canada as in England. Tley
felt that itmight open the loor for mîîen
rejected there, or foundi incapable
-owing to nome infiritnlv of aeti ng ii '!
the responslible position of Iaster ouP
inate, an-d they denied us the privilege

on that ground. Tho arguments they
used were in my opinion unfhir and un-
just, and the matter was again brought
before the Imperial Cabinet; and after
nearly three years'negotiati on,thev con-
ceded the riglt we clainied, and the law
was passed. The experiencee of the last
four vears, with retrence to the Board
of Trade examinatioi, thus estab-
lislied, has givel universal satisfhction,
and I now appeal to the geitleenli in
this Louse interested in our marine.
1 sec several of then before mae, and I
ask whether these exaninations have
not only obtained the contideine of the
mereantile and shipping interests 011
this side of the Atlantie, but also on
the other this result vas due to the
judicious application and exereise ofthe
poweIs bestowed by the Calnadiani Par-
liament, I night enumerate a înm-
ber of instances, but I may mîerely
say, that during iy admiiinistration- of
the affairs of the Department, found
particularly on the part of hgigh officers
in England conneeted with the Board
of Trade, a disposition with rehtion to
our shipping legislat ioli to meel us half-
way, and I ain contfideit that tlhey will
en dorse the opinion I ente rtain, that
such confidence has not been is-
placed. Sir, the notice of mIion I
laveplaced onthe Tableof tlie Ilouse
to-day, is one taiu whieh there is no
question coiing befbre us, or any other

P o ater imîpiortanîce,
touching, s it does, flie sulccess oi Our
ship pin g and flic priosperi ty. expansion
and increatse of Caian tonnage. The
farming~ interest engages a larger
number of people, but I iiaiiitain that
no otlier îîiterest sliould receive at our
hInds ny more careful dcliberation
tha n mtters conceriniig the shîippinlg

oî Uolucotr.y. We stand, as I have
alreaidy siti, in this regId, at the head
ot a great iiiinyi laioins, a'id by soie
il is hield that we' ocupy the position
of the fourth grcatest iercantile
powver in the worl. This is myi
opinion, although accordiniig 1)t otiers,
we are seventh on the list, but tI all
evelts the oiter three arc very sligh tly,
if, at ail, in advance of us. i would
venture. Sir, lin the humbI11l posýit.in I
oeylv. assmumîng the possessionî of no
inuience beyo nd that exerVise Il my
owI Vivoe, and tlhe filts i iuay ie alle
to submlit, and as having had somo
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experience touching these ques-
tions, to call the attention of the
people of Canada through this Par-
liament to the necessity of considering
whether the tine has not arrived when
we should ask the Imperial Government
to put us in all niatters affecting our
tonnage inno worse position than the
shipping of the various nations
with whieh both her ships and our
own have to compele. I lay this
statement down as a broad, bold plat-
form, the correctness of which I
presume, none would hesitate to dis-
pute, and if we can accomplish this,we
vill have made a great stride towards

our mercantile sueeess. I do not wish
to exempt the shipowners and masters
of the Dominion fron reglations pro-
tecting life and property, buit I ehaimi
that we are empowered to aidopt
such legislation as we may comîider
necessary for the protect ion of our sea-
men our ships and the guîardianîship of
our propertv. It is known thar during
the last year, after soine tive vears' de-
lay,Mir.Pliisoll forced the British M iii-
istry to adopt an admittedly tempo-
rary measure for the then curreit year,
until Parliament could again reet and
adopt more practical legislation, and I
notice in the cable despatches that since
the meeting of the House of Comamons it
is proposed to adopt tiat measure, with
the addition of many clauses, some of
which are considered very objection.
able to Canadian shipowners. The
hon. miember for Kent has submeuitted a
petition from the shipowners of St.
Johns, calling attention to the difhicul-
ties which are likely to arise, as well
as referring to many which have
already occurred, through the opera-
tion of the temporary law to which
I have referred, aflecting very seriously
our tonnage and affecting its prosperity,
and it is known as a faet, that this mea-
sure was passed under the influeie of
thegreatest, exciteirent, the MHinitry
havin- been shakeui to its very ceit re
by til bold andi violent attack made
upon thera by ir.Plimsoll. I feltat the
time as I still, and as all ship-owin s,
both in the louse and in the couni :v.
Must feel, that legisiation concernin îg
a special inîdustry whicl Ibris un iiim-
portant element in this nation's pros-
perity, and which is worth, as ours is,
about tifty millions of dollars, ought not

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

to be endangered by sentimental enact-
ments, inspired by the sensational en-
thusiasm of any man,however philan-
thropie and honest his intentions may'
be, who, without sufficient experience,
takes hold of the question in the British
Parliament. I am not going to reflect
upon Mr. Plimsoll. I think that he has
acconplished a great work; but I con-
sider that whenever sentimentalism is
brought into play in a matter so serious
and important to the prosperity of the
country, we are not likely to secure
the most judicious or prudent legisla-
tion, especially when as under these
circumstances, passed, as the act refer-
red to was, in eight andforty hours,
without that consideration and reflec-
tion to whieh such a subjeet is entitled.
Shipowners should have the opportu-
nity of being heard before any such
measure is passed; and since that time
Boards of Trade in many- cities of this
Dominion, and other public bodies as
well as ship-owners, particularly
in the Maritime Provinces, have
called attention to the character of that
enactment, and the dangers to which
our shippig was in consequence liable,
if some steps were not taken, to pre-
vent them. Some asked for one thing,
and others for another. My own idea
was, as I meintioned last year to my
hon. friend opposite on several occa-
sions, that our own legislation being
defdctive in this relation, in one point
alone we could not fairly ask for
exemption of our tonnage from the
effect of British enactments until the
Act passed in 1873 for the classifica-
tion and.inspection of Canadian ton-
nage, and which remains inoperative
until the issue of an Order in Council
was made to give it effect, or until some
other measure of a similar character
was adopted. We passed the Port-
warden's Act sone few years ago, and
its excellent effect was proven bythe
fact, that the ycar previously eight
steamships, grain laden, left the Port
of Montreal, of which but one was
ever heard fron, and she was wrecked
iii the Gulf of St: Lawrence, while
since that time not one ship of that
class has heen allowed to go to sea in-
less provided with a Portwarden's certi-
ficatestating that she is properfy loaded.
under his supervision and in
aceordance witl tlie Law referred to.
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Very few accidents have occurred to
grain laden steamers since that time
owing to the method of loading or the
character of storage. The lominion
Line lost a steamer by running against
an iceberg, an accident which no legis-
lation can control or guard against.
The evils which exist in the British
Islands do not and have not existed in
Canadian ports for the last four years,
and there is only one single link want-
ing to make our appeal for the exclu-
%ion of our tonnage from British legis-
lation complete, and that can be
remedied by an order in Council.
This question is of sufficient im-
portance to elicit remarks from the
several ship-owners and other gentle-
men interested in this House, and
I trust they will express their
opinions. I have heard it put forward
as an objection that we ought not to
ask England to exempt colonial ships
from the operation of Imperial Laws
-that when our vessels go abroad
they are now under the protection of
the British Flag and their masters have
the advice of British Consuls-and
that there is no reason in withdrawing
from these privileges. The same
remark will apply to the exercise
uf our powers over the soil. We have
ail the advantages and protection of
the British flag here with the adviee
and council of the British Govern-
ment, and yet we govern our internal
affairs, free from the legislation of the
Imperial Parliament. Then why
should we not control our property
on the sea? I believe if we were
to ask in a proper manner and put
our ieasons in a logical shape we could
secure this exemption. Look at the
consequences which will follow if our
ship owners are subject to that legis-
lation now going on in England. Two
vessels may be loading side by side,
as happened the other day in -Cardiff,
the one an old American, the other
a nine-year's St. John's ship. They
loaded in mucli the same way with the
same cargo. The St. John's ship was
ready to go to sea when a Board of
Trade officer stepped on board and
ordered 100 tons ofthe cargo to be taken
out,and she had carried the same amount
of cargo for years. The American
vessel had just the same cargo, and
was no better fitted to carry it thaii

the other, but she was allowed to de-
part. What will be the remedy sought if
our ship-owners are denied exemption
from this law. It will be a simple one,
but one which will reflect no credit on
our country. They will say-" If our
i registering in Canadian ports renders
"us liable to Imperial legislation, we
" will transfer our tonige to some
"foreign naiion-we will hoist the
i"Belgium, Spanish or some South
"Ameérican Republic Flag of- and we

" will thus ï ave ourselves frcm the
"operation of this harsh legislation."
Some ship-owners have already made
this change. I had sent to me the
other day from London a copy of the
Shiping and Mercanile Gazette,
which is one of the two leading
maritime- papers of England, and
consequently of the world. With the
permission of the House I will read
its editorial on this very subject:-

" The memorial presented on the 1st of Cc-
tober last to the Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries for the Dominion of Canada, by Canadian
Shir-owners and Merchants resident in Eng-
land, complaining of the operation of the
TJnseaworthy Ships' Act so far as Canadian
Shipping is concerned, has prcduced consid-
erable sensation in the Canacian lorts, and in
the adjacent Province of New Birnswick-
the two portions of British North Anerica
most directly interested ln the 'working of tho
new law."

I may state that so important do the
ship-owners of Liveipool regard it that
Canadian ships should be exempt from
the operation of the Imperial Act that
they sent a petition to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries asking the Gov-
ernment of Canada to use its influence
to secure such exemption :-

" The memorialists, it iay be remembered,
before stating their objections in detail, took
a preliminary exception to any Act which
empowers the Board of Trade in this country
to interfere with colonial vessels, as contain-
ing a violation of conditions which preserve
to the colony the right to legislate upon all
questions not involving Imperial interests ;
and the Canadian Minister of Marine was re-
quested to consider whether sucl an Act as
that of last Session was not strictly local, and
not Imperial in character, and as such, there-
fore, should not apply to Canadiaa vessels.
The portion of the Act objecter' to by the
Canadians are those which relato Io detention
and survey, and to the loading of grain car-
goes. They say, and no donh.t tr'ilv, that
these provisions place their ships at a disad-
vantage as compared with the foreigner. It
is complained that the surv ors appointed
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by the Board of Trade to pronounce upon the
seaworthiness of ships are, as a rule, men
selected from the Royal Navy, without any
special training to qualify them for the dis-
charge of the special duties required by the
Act. At a meeting held at St. John, New
Brunswick, on the 12th of November, it was
stated that a very small minority of the Sur-
veyors appointed were competent to pronounce
upon questions of seaworthiness, while on the
same occasion it was ag-eed that the scale of
three inches to the foot was the maximum
which ship-owners could be expected to con-
cede in the matter of loading. The Master of
a ship arrived at St. John complained to the
local journal there that at Cardiff his vessel
was detained just as she was going to sail,
after she had been four days loaded, and
when the tides were at the springs. This cor-
respondent asserts that he lightened his ship
some ten inches before le was allowed to
sail, although an old American ship which
lad been lying alongside, loaded much more
deeply, was not, of course, interfered with.
Mr. Henry Fry, of Qubec, recognized, and
deservedly so, as a high authority on shipping
matters-has addressed a letter to the Mon-
treal GaZtre in which he points out that the
restrictions upon grain loading imposed by
Section 3 of the new Act are calculated to
produce a serious effect upon the shipment of
grain from Canada to England, and Mr. Fry's
views are endorsed by the journal in question
as but too wtll founded, while the working of
the Act is stigmatised as having already
inflicted a heavy blow upon the trade of Mon-
treal. No doubt the Canadians understand
their own affairs, and it may be conceded that
in this matter of grain loading and other in-
terference with colonial shipping, they have
ground for their complaint. But it is clear
that, if tbey continue to suffer, the fault lies
with their own Government. Our readers are
aware that Mr. Mitenell. late Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, had secured an arrange_
ment with the Imperial Government that
Canadian vessels, er vessels loading within
the Dominion, should be exempted from
the operation of the Imperial Statute, pro-
vided the Canadian Parliament should pass
an Act regulating the loading and classifica-
tion of ships."

This part of the article is not strictly
aceurate, though in spirit it is so, but it
is accurate so far that negotiations for
that purpose were opened, and I do
not doubt that the British Government
would have conceded what we want.

l The Act was passed with a clause author-
izing the Governor in Councilbyproclamation,
to give it effect. But it would seem this bas
has not been done, and a strong feeling as to
the remissness of the Colonial Government
has been created, more particularly in the
ports of the Dominion. If the Canadians have
the power-as unquestionably they have, and
ought to have, of regulating their trade and
the mode in which it is conducted, and take
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no steps to do so, they cannot surely complaia
if their ships, when they corne to discharge in
the United Kingdom, find themselves within
the provisions of the Imperial Statute. It is
competent for the Colonial Parliament to pass
any law they may think proper, regulating
the loading and classification of colonial ships,
and such an Act would be accepted here with-
out question. We do not bring this subject,
and the position of the Canadians in respect
to it, for the first time before our readers. In
our impression of the 17th of September last,
we set out the provisions of the Port Warden's
Act of May 1874, in which the duties of these
clflcials in respect to the superintendence of
grain loading are clearly defined. But this
Act does not meet the provisions of the Im-
perial Statute of last year, and, because it does
no, the late Minister of Marine and Fisheries
in Canada, had procured the arrangement with
the Home authorities, that Canadian vessels
loading in the ports of the Dominion should
be exempt from the operation of any Imperial
law on the terms above stated, It would
seem, therefore, that if the Canadians have
any ground of complaint, it is neither against
the provisions of the Act of last Session, nor
against those to whom its administration is
entrusted in this country, but against the col-
onial authorities, who have not brought the
recent Colonial Act, regulating loading and
classification into force. It is said that these
authorities have been openly charged in this
matter with indifference to the interests of the
shipping and commerce of the Dominion.
We have not yet seen their answer, but, if
the charge is well founded, it certainly would
seem to deprive the Canadians .of any valid
complaint against the provisions of the
Unseaworthy Ships' Act, so far as Canadiaa
shipping is concerned."

Now, Sir, I am not going to endorse
the statements against the Govern-
ment of Canada there referred to; it
would be very unfair if I should do so;
but the object of the motion is to find
ont what has been done on the subject
and to have the papers laid before the
House. 1 may say that my hon. friend
theMinister of Marine and Fisherieshas
favoured me with an advance Copy of
a very important document whichhas
been transmitted to the Colonial Min-
ister, containng a great deal of
valuable matter, but which does not
go so far as I should like. Per-
haps, after the discussion of this
subject, my hon. friend will see rea-
son to add to the valuable Reporthe
bas already made with a view to get-
ting an expression from the Iimperial
Government. Any le islation affect-
ing this important interest should only
be adopted after due deliberation, and
should not be subject to sensationalismn
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-or the views of unpractical philanthro-
pists, men who simply look at one side
of the question, and care nothing for
the interests of the shipowners. I
therefore move the resolution which I
have placed in your hands, and I trust
that any legislation which nay be
consummated will place our shipping
on an equality with ships of foreign
nations trading with the Empire. That
-,ourse will be best attained by asking
that Canadian tonnage be excluded
from the operation of Inperial legisla-
tion.

lon. Mr. SITH-I must express
my gratification to my hon. friend for
bringing this matter forward and dis-
cussing it in this clear and dispassion-
ate manner. I generally agree with
the hon. gentleman's observations, and
it afiords me great pleasure to say that
his administration of the office J now
hold met with ny approval, flor I
was generally in sympathy with his
propositions in relation to our Marine.
lagreed entirely with his previous
efforts towards the classification and
inspection of Canadian vessels. But
my hon. friend is blind to the fact that
whether right or wrong-and I think
entirely wrong-the shipowners of
this country have been almost unani-
mously opposed to it. I have listened
to everything they have said, and they
have failed to convince me that there
is any argument in their objections to
this classification. The flouse will
understand in a question of such
importance as this it would be unwise,
contrary to the wishes of those inter-
ested in this matter, to enforce the
measure. I think in a littie while the
ship-owners of this country will sec
the wisdom of it, and I have reason to
believe now, that their feeling is
rapidly changing in consequence of
the English legislation. If they do
fnot see now, they will soon sec it will
be wise in us to carry into effeet the
law passed by my hon. predecessor. I
understood my hon. friend to say that
lie took the ground that England h ad
no right to legislate for Canadian
shipping.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-I did not
say that. She has both the right and
the power, but what I'do hold is that
Canada,having already provided ail the
safeguards for life and property that

are required, and there being none of
the abuses complained of in England,
if we make proper representations to
the British Government of these facts,
our shipping will be exempted from
this severe legislation, and such I be-
lieve to have been the object of the
Imperial Parliament when they passed
the British American Act which gave
to the Dominion Parliament the ex-
clusive power to deal with navigation
and shipping.

Hon. Mr. SMITII-In Canada we
take the ground that vessels in our
waters are subjeet to our laws, and we
cannot take the ground that Ca-nadian
vessels in Englishî w'aters should be ex
empt from British legislation; but we
ouglt to take the ground that our ships
should be placed on the sane footing as
foreign tonnage in British ports. We
make no distinction between British
and foreign vessels, and we cannot ex-
pect anything more than to be placed
on the same tooting as foreign nations
in British waters. I am not disposed
to go to the éxtent that some people do
in condemnation of Mr. Plimsoll. He
stands on a sound basis. le is an
enthusiast, undoubtedly, and unreason-
able in some of his demands ; but after
al there is something in his contention
which challenges the synpathy and
approbation of most people. ie takes
the ground that the Government of
Englanîd should be responsible for the
seaworthiness of a ship befbre she is
allowed to go to sea. The Government
of England have hitherto taken the
ground that the ovners should be re-
respon sible for unseaworthy shi ps, both
civilly and crininally. Now, in this
counrv, we have to a certain extent
adopid ver'y nearly, in relation to the
loading of grain, what Mr. Plimsoll
asks for in England. L e asks that no
ship shall be allowed to go to sea until
she lias received, friom an accredited offi-
eer, a certificate that she is seaworthy.
My hon. friend fron Northumberland

bvis lei h i that no vessel

shlail g to sua irom our ports until she
lias a ecrtificate of seaworthiness ; and
during the loading of the ship she shall
be subjecet to the superintendence of
the Port Warden. More, that official
has the arbitrary power, if the vessel
requires repairs, to compel her to be
made seaworthy. Unless the ship-
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owner complies with his requirements
the vessel cannot go to sea.

During the discussion of this impor-
tant question in the Parliament of
Great Britain, the legislation of Canada
was frequeptly referred to in the high-
est terms of approbation. I know
that Mr. Primsoll, in private as well as
in publie, has expressed his warm ad-
miration of our laws, and bas not hesi-
tated to affirm that they are what
he desires in England. In the Act
of the Imperial Parliament, passed
last Session, there are but one or
two sections which the Government
placed there ; the balance was forced
on them by Mr. Primisoll. So sti ong
is public opinion on this subject and
so popular the movement, that no less
than one hundred ame ndmentswere pro-
posed while the Bill was under discus-
sion in the House. Now, this Act fol-
lows British ships to foreign ports.
That seems to me highly improper.
Hialfthe time the crews are foreigners,
and when the correspondence is
brought down it will show I have
taken the ground that this should not
be, but that a vessel should be subject
to the laws of the country in whose
waters she is.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-The law
regulating foreign ships, except in the
loading of grain, and timber on deck,
are now the laws of the country to
which the ship belongs, at least so far
as the discipline and control of seamen
is concerned.

ilon. Mr. SMITII-My bon. friend is
miistaken in that. le knows that for-
eign vessels are* subject to our law
respecting the sh:ipping of sailors, and
I may add that law has worked admir-
ably.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-I thinkl my
hon. friend ij wrmg.

Hon. Mr. SMUTI-No. The Act
passed in 1873 is not confined to
British ships ; it ex:tends to all vessels,
and we do not find the Consuls of the
countries to which they belong iake
complaints.

Hon. Mr. MITCHEL-I think my
hon. friend will find on reference to
the records of hi.s Department that the
Consul of Sweden uad Norway eom-
plained to the Canadian Government

Hon. Mr. SmiTI.

of an attempt on the part of our
cers to control the seamen sailing under
their flag.

lIon. Mr. SMITII-I think there,
has been some slight complaint, but on
the whole it has worked admirably.
If we can legislate for foreign ships
here, why can't they do so in England.
I have heard that the British Govern-
ment are afraid if they do that, foreign
countries will legislate for British
vessels. Let it be so. It seems to me
that England, the first Maritime Power
in the world, should take the lead in
sucl legislation. She should have
no apprehension in legislating for
foreign as well as Canadian vessels.
I shall be gratified to receive sugges-
tions from my hon. friend on a subject
with which lie is so thoroughly
aequainted. We shall use all the
power and influence we have to frame
legislation which will pronote the
maritime interests of the people of
Canada.

Mr. McLEOD-I know in the
Province of New Brunswick, and 1
believe in the other Maritime Provinces,
there is a widespread disapproval of
the establishment of a Canadian Lloyds.
I am satisfied it would not cure the
evils of which our ship-owners complain.
The hon. member for Northumberland,
I think, makes a mistake as re-
gards the remedy le proposes.
A mere repetition of such classification
could not be a defence, for this reason-
that our vessels when built are elassed,
and going on voyages to foreign
countries do not returni to our ports for
years; and when they come back to
the ports of Great Britain, before they
are permitted to load or go to sea they
require to be examined and passed upon
by the Board of Trade Officers of Great
Britain. Well, Sir, I am convinced of
this-that if it were possible to obtain
certificates from a Dominion Lloyds, to-
carry the machinery in detail, we
should have the same system in opera-
tion as is in force in England under the
Board of Trade-officers appointed by
our Government to act in the several
ports of Great Britain. The great
feeling against the establishment ot a
Dominion Lloyds arises from a fear
that, under such circumstances, politi-
cal influence will influence the appoint-
ment of the officials who are to inspect
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oui'ships and that we will have
political ship-building. I do not think
that this would be in the interest of this
country, and I am satisfied that even
were a Dominion floyds established,
such action would not cure the evils of
which complaint is made on the other
side of the water. We have at present
two classifications, in force for vears-
English Lloyds and Bureau Veritas-
whose certificates are received bv the
underwriters in Great Britain as else-
where, as guarantees of the character
of our shipping ; and I aim confident
that it would take some timie for a
Dominion Lloyds classification to ob-
tain the same standing. I donot think,
moreover, that Government control
would enhance such classification.
There is no doubt that the agitation
arising from the Plimsoll inovement is
very widespread ; but I think that the
point about which our ship-owners more
particularly complain, is this---and the
lHon. the Minister of Marine has very
ably made reference to it-the applica-
tion of the Act in favour of foreign
vessels as against our own. I believe
that if it applied equally to the former,
the one great evil of which eom-
plaint is made would be removed;
and if the policy was adopted which
the Minister of M arine bas mentioned-
the enforcement of the saine laws in
Great Britain with regard to foreign as
to English. vessels -as is donc in this
country, I think our ship-owners would
be satisfied. A foreign vessel in Cana-
dian ports ean no more take a deck
load than a Biitish ship, but J notice
in the evidence taken before the Royal
Commission, the fear was expressed that
if the law was applied to foreigi vessels,
foreign Governments would retaliate
against British ships in their ports. If
that principle, however, be still
followed, and foreign vessels be given
such advantage, they can ship British
crews; and for my part, I cannot see
what différence it would make to poor
Jack, whether le is drowned on an
Englisl or a toreign vessel. Ships
should not be permitted to load beyond
a certain depth, in order that lives nay
Lot be sacrificed. I am convinced that
if a Dominion Lloyds, so highly
favoured by the hon. member for
Northumberi'and, were established, that
it would not cure the difficulty at ail,

for this subject has received consider-
able consideration from the ship-owners
in the Maritime Provinces, and I
believe that they, with many such
owners in this louse, agrce with me
that its classification would not exempt
our tonnage from examination in the
ports of Great Britain, and that is the
great trouble at present. We have our
vessels classed in Bureau Veritas, and
in the British Lloyds.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-But they are not
exempt from Board of Trade certifi-
c'ates.

Mr. McLEOID--That is truc.
Hon. Mr. SMITH--They are on the

saime footing.
Mi'. McLEOD- They are exactly on

the saine footing. This Governiment
would require to have a staff of officers
in the .everal ports of Great Britain to
carry out the iachinery of a Dominion
Lloyds' classitication ; and this would
entail great expense. If the system
was made non-comupulsory, it would
then be found that it would be necessary
to make it compulsory, in order to
secure sufficient fees to pay these
employés; and I hold that they never
could carry out the Dominion Lloyds
nachinery without providing this
machinery. Ship owners complain, in
connection with the administration of
Board of Trade laws, of interférence by
officers appointed not so much because
they are qualified fer such posts, as
from political influence possibly, and
they may not in consequence bc fit for
these positions. That was the evidence
taken before the Royal Commission.
Of the surveyors in the ports of Great
Britain only seven or cight had a.
practical acquaintance with wooden
ships, the others being me rely familiar
with iron ships, and the great difficulty
experienced regarding the former
is, that their classification is restricted
for loading and equipment, and con-
seqently they are placed at a disad-
vantage. Iron ships are allowed to
load more deeply, being considered of
a better character. The point of the
whole discussion is simply this : The
object of the Address is to try and
obtain the establishment of a Dominion
Lloyds, the certificates of which shall
be received by the British Govern-
ment as equivalent in character to
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those of the English Lloyds. It must
be apparent to everyone who knows
anything about shipping, that when a
ship is launchedi she of course gets her
character, and it may be years before
she comes back. How is such a system
then to be carried out, unless the
machinery is provided in the ports of
Great Britain.

Mr. KILLAM-I must eonfess that
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Northumberland has taken me, Sir, by
suprise but I would not at presentgive
my opinion, as to whîether the sugges-
tion he makes should be carried out or
not. Speaking of the general question
of British legislation as to ships, I
must confess that I an to a great
extent in favor of Mr. Plimsoll's ideas.
The difficulties whieh liaive arisen
under the English law are not, as the
hon. member who bas just spoken
observed, so much in the legislition
itself as in the way it has been carried
out. Undoubtedly soein cases of injustice
have arisen, but with regard to the
cases that have been quoted, I am
bound to say that there has been
a great difference of opinion. I re-
member reading of the case of
the American and St. John ships.
Some said that the former was loaled
too deeply, and others the contrary;
but at any rate, if she were, 1 think that
the legislation was good. Ships should
not be allowed te go to sea too deeply
Joaded, and if the rile did not ipply to
the Ainerican ship, so imuch the worse
for it. I should like to know, by the
way, what became of the old basket ;
also, whether the insurance on lier car-
go was as light as on the ship of St.
John, from whichlI one hunldred tons
were taken ? I do not think that our
friends should contemplate with so
much anxiety the legislation likely to
take place in this regard, in the Eng-
lish Parliament, dîuring the present
Session, because I find that the ship-
owners in England, being precisely on
the same footing as ourselves, are wide-
awake, and that as long ago as Novem-
ber, they had taken action. They have
placed their views, which are almost
the samte as ours, fully beoibre the
House, and I have no doubt that their
representations wiil receive sufficient
consideration. OC i lie 29th of Noven-
ber a meeting cf the United General

Mr. MCLEOD.

Conference of Ship-owners was held at
Glasgow, when it was unanirnusly re-
solved :-

" That the basis upor which all
" shipowners may unite is, that the time
"has arrived when a general codifica-
" tion of the Merchant Shipping Law
" inay be pressed for, when all obsolete

and unnecessary portions of the exist-
"ing statute law relating to shipping
" should be struck out, and a definite
" code tixed, which may prevent the
" perpetual and harassing changes in

the law, as now made, or proposed,
in each Session of Parliament."

, There is no doubt that last year's
legislation was sensational, and we
have no reason to fear that the British
Parliament will continue in the state
of excitement under which it was at
the hour when _Mr. Phinsoll made his
celebrated speech in the House, but will
settle down into a calm and cool view
of question.

Tihis Central Committee went on to
say that the means to be adoptecd for
earrying out the object required, was,
lst. C By explaining and adducing evi-
"dence to members of Parliament and
" the public, in such manner as may be
"deemed best, thatgrievances do exist,

so serious as to imperil the existence
" of the business of ship-ownirng as a,

trade in this country, and tendling un-
mis takeably to throw the whole carry-

" ing trade of this country into the
hands of foreigners to the consequent

"injury both of masters and men in the
shlîp-bailding, engineering and other

" trades more inimediately depending
" upon the bhip-owning trade, and to the
C country gene :ally, by the efficicncy of
" the navy being threatenc by the
" supply of seamen being redeed ; and
" by directing the serious attention of
" the Government to the necessity of
" providing for the marine legisiation of
•' the country, being originated and car-
" ried ont by officials and meinbers of

the Government really conversant
"with the subject. By the gencral con-
"C ference appointing an influential rep-
" resentative Cormittee to watch the
C course of legislation in the ensuing
"Session, to press on Government the
"necessity- of fixing the statute law
"relating Lo merchant shipping by
"revising tly existing statutes
"and striking out all that is obso-
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"lete and unnecessarv, and there
after to confer with the Government

"upon the proposed code after the
"statutory law has been dealt with."
I think, Sir. that the remedy for the
evils which exist is to be found not so
mnuch in any legislation with regard
shipping as to seamen ; and that in
most cases where difficulties have
arisen,-when ships have put back,
seamen have conplained, surveys have
been made and sonetimes the discharge
of the ship or the ordering of consider-
able repairs have been the consequence
-- the fault has lain indirectly withhthe
seamen. And yet it is not really the
fault of the seamnen, but of the systein
under which seamen are procured and
placed on board vessels. The English
aws are not so good and stringent as

our own concerning the offence ot crima-
ping, while the system of payment by
advanee notes i- at the botton of one-
half of this difficulty. A ship starts to
sea with sailors, who have never pre-
viously seen her, and know nothing
about her cargo, while probably they
have been on a drunken spree ; the
mate has perhaps had a parting glass
or two hirmself, and is not in the very
best humour, being perhaps, moreover,
a man who does not believe in sailors'
brains; a difficulty at once arises, and
the next thing is the laying of a. coni-
plaint by the sailors.

The proper regulation for the system
of shipping sailors will do more to rem-
edy Mr. Plimsoll's grievances than
any legislation regarding ships. At
any rate, I do not feel at all alarmed
that the united action which is now
being taken by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, by the Canadian Gov-
ernment, with the assistance of my
hon. friend from Northumberland, and
in England, will be injurious to the
truc interests of the ship-owners.

With regard to the matter of a Can-
adian Lloyds, I am bound to say that
ship-owners have somewhat changed
their views on t*e question, and a great
many of them very lately. I had the
hcnour of presenting a petition two
years ago, I think, when some hun-
drcd of ship-owners strongly pro-
test€d against the establishment of a
Lloyds; and the hon. member for Kent
has just mentioned that they have in
some degree altered their opinions on

the subject. I believe that if a Domin-
ion Lloyds is established, in a very
few years its classifications will be-
come as good and as gcenerally recog-
nized by underwriters and business
men generally throughout the world
as any classification existing at tho
present day.

Mr. DAVIES-Mr. Speaker, as a
member coming from a ship-building
Province, allow me to say a few words
on this question-the establishment of
a Dominion Lloyds under government
control-which is looked upon with
great disfàvour in my Province. It is
well known that the Englisli and
French Lloyds are associations of mer-
chants, nct, however, under govern-
ment control, but purely private in their
character, and there would be no objec-
tion to the establishment of sinilar
associations in the Dominion; and,
as the hon. member who has just
sat down has said, 1 dare say
that in a few vears, their inspec-
tions would be found equal to the
English or Frencb examinations.
The British Lloy ds is an o1d-established
institution, and its report carries
great weight with underwriters, &c.
The Bureau Veritas is of more modern
origin, but it now stands very high.

With reference to Mr. Plimsoll's legis-
lation, I suppose, Sir, it will be gen-
erally admitted that some such action
was necessary to protect the lives of
scamen from the greed ofship-owners,
who sometimes overload their vessels,
and from designing persons who send
unseaworthy ships to sea with the in-
tention of losing them. This logis-
lation took place beyond question
under a good deal of excitement, but
I suppose most people will admit that
some such enactment will apply to our
ships as well as to vessels built in
England.

The late Minister of Marine alluded
to the exa-mination of masters and
mates, and spoke of the measure
as having given great satisfac-
faction. I certainly know, Sir, that
it has not been so in the Province
from which I come, for this reason:
We build a great many new ships to sell,
and it has limited the number from
which ship owners can select their
masters. Some who were old and
s.killed, were very ignorant, and wero
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consequently unable to obtain certi-
ficates.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-They should have
smhown certificates of service.

Mr. DAVIES-But still, many of
them could not get these certificates, so
this narrowed the selection to the
masters and mates who were otherwise
situated. I am quite aware, Sir,
that this defect will cure itself in a few
years ; but I simply speak of it as
rather hard on ship-owners at present,
particularly as we have not had a
Board for the examination of masters
and mates in our Province. I hope
that the Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries will sec fit to establish sueh a
Board immediately.

Mr. MILLS- do not propose to
say anything regarding the merits of
the legislation in question, whether in
Canada or in England, for the classi-
fication of vessels is a matter on which
those gentlemen who are familiar with
the shipping interests of this country
are much more competent to express
an opinion than 1; but I think that
every member of this House ought to
understand what our jurisdiction and
our rights are with referrence to the
matter of shipping. Now, Sir, it
seems to me, looking at the provisions
of the British North America Act,
under the authority of which we are
sitting in this House, and undertaking
to deaýî with important questions, there
isnone more clear than this--that so
far as Canada is concerned it has an
exclusive right to legislate upon the
subjects of navigation and commerce.
We are, Sir, not an ordinary Colonial
Legislature, but a Parliament, and
perhaps the first Parliament that
ever existed in the British Empire
outside of the British Isles. We pos-
sess the rights of Parliament, and the
Queen alsists us in our legislation, for
Her Majesty, by and with the advice of
this louse and the Senate legis-
lates for the peace, order, and
good government of this portion of
the British Empire, to the exclusion
of thé jurisdiction of the Parliament
of Great Britain on all subjects
designated in the British iNorth
America Act. Now, among the sub-
jects so menitiôned are those of naviga-
tion and commerce; and what does

Mr. DAnIS,

his mean ? That we shall have the
power to legislate for the shipping
upon our internal waters ; and will not
our legislation reach our shipping
beyond our coasts. I say that such a
position is allowable.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-Can we nego-
tiate, independently, commercial treat-
ies?

Mr. MILLS-The hon. gentleman
asks if we can make a commercial
treaty with another country ? Certainly
not Sir.

Hon. Mr. KITCHELL-It will come.
We will have that power yet where
Canadian interests are concerned.

Mr. MILLS-Not unless the Imperial
Parliament chooses to confer on us the
right, but it has given us every right
with regard to legislation on the sub-
ject of navigation and commerce, and
it is quite clear, then, that we are as
much entitled to deal with our ship-
ping interests upon the sea, as we are
to take action touching such interests
on'the rivers and lakes of this country.
If ' the Imperial Governnent un-
dertakes to assume any other interpre-
tation, it undertakes to withdraw from
us those rights which have been con-
ferred on us by the British North
American Act. The lon. Minister of
Marine and Fisheries has alluded to the
attempt of the British Government to
reach their ships in foreign ports.
Well, Sir, that cannot be done, whether
it is attempted or not. A ship does
not stand on different footing from
other property.

Hon. Mr. SMITH - Suppose we
isolated our shipping from Imperial
legislation, what protection would our
vessels have in foreign countries ? We
have no Consuls, and, as a reference to
the law on the subject will show,
very important powers are conferred
on those officiais. Masters and crews
look to them for protection when
abroad, and to settle difficulties arising
between them. I think it is utterly
impossible to adop*a policy of isola-
tion.

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-With per-
mission of the hon. member for, Both-
well, I should likQ to followthe conclu-
sion of the> Hon, Minister of Marine
and Fisheriesi a little .further. Could
not the Consuls be -authorized to
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-execute the laws according to Canadian
legislation, and thus protect our sea-
men. Canada would not object to
sBhare the oost. Imperial Parliament,
in my opinion, will grant anything that
is reasonable, if asked in a proper
manner.

Mr. MILLSr-With regard to the
-objection of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, I don't see the dificulty
which presents itself to his mind. The
Chief of the Executive in this
-ountry is also Chief of the
Executive in England, and Consuls
in foreign ports are just as competent
to enforce the legislation of Canada as
that of Great Britain. But I was going to
say, when interrupted, that there is no
-difference in the rights of shipping and
,other property. As a matter of
-eomity, a contract made between two
gentlemen here will be in force in the
State of New York, if they happen to
reside there ; and as a matter of comity,
an obligation existing between the
captain and sailors of a vessel,
according to the Bottomry Act and
other laws relating to shipping, will
be enforeed in another country, so long
as there is no law in that country
which will operate against its enforce-
ment. ln this matter I set aside every
consideration as to what may be the
effect of Mr. Plimsoll's labours. I am
inclined to think there is a very great
deal of force in the objections which lie
has made to the existing Maritime Law
of England. But whether his policy
is wise or uuwise, I hold that ho is en-
tirely out of court with regard to the
rights of the people of this country.
ie has no right to touch them. The

Imperial Government, I do not ques-
tion, has the power to repeal the Bri-
tish North Anerica Act and put an end
to the authority by which this louse
has been convened-but until that is
done it has no more power with refer-
-once to this question ofshipping than in
regard to any other matter upon which
we are authorizéd to legislate. The
fact that we are authorized to legislate
precludes the possibility of concur-
rent legisIation in Great Britain. You
cannot have one shipping policy
there affecting Canada and another
in Canada itself; and if we have
the power to make police regulations
for the government of ships in our har-

bours, te regulate the manner in which
they are constructed and loaded in our
ports, our laws have just the saine fr >;ce
beyond our territory as the laws of
England beyond the limits of that
country with regard to the ships con-
structed there. I think it is high time
that the Parlianient of this country,
which possesses a shipping ainounting
to sone millions of tons, should assert
the rights of self-government conferred
upon it. It is high -time for it to cease
to declare over and over again that it is
incompetent to deal with those matters
with whicl it is authorized to deal.
If that policy is persisted in it would
be better to say to the Government of
England-" You have given us more
" power than we ought to possess, and
"we are incompetent to deal with the

rirhts of property so fiar as the
"shipping interest is concerned, and

\we wisi you to withdraw that
- poweri frio us" I do not hold

with this view, however. I am very
anxious myself to see the rights of.this
Parliament maintained to their full
extent, and I have no doubt in such
event our maritime interests will be
quite as well cared for, and our regis-
tration quite as highly regarded abroad
as that of any other country.

I have one observation to make in
answer to the hon. member for Kent
(N.B.), who said that ships leave our
ports after inspection and sometimes
remain away three or four years, and
therefore they ought to be inspectod in
England. But suppose they were
cruising and carrying on commerce in
the Mediterranean, I sec no more rea-
son, why the English Government
should interfère in the matter than
France. Spain or any other country.

Mr. McLEOD-I should like the
hon. gentleman to explain how it is
possi ble for our vessels, as British
ships, to be exempt from the operation
of the laws in the ports of Great> Bri-
tain ?

Mr. MILLS-They should be placed
on the saine footing as foreign ships.
Foreign law is always respected as a
matter of comity, and wo should have
the same rights as a foreign nation in
this respect.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I am grati-
lied to notice that thore is no ditffr-
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ence of opinion between the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries and myself
except on one point--in regard to
placing our ships on the sane footing
as those of other countries. Acording
to a statement by the hon. gentleman,
the British Government seem to olbject
to legislate in that direction.

Hon. Mr. SMITII----l think the hon.
gentleman rnisunderstood me.

Hon. Mr. MITCIlEiLL.--We agree
on every point, except as to the remedy.
The Hlouse may rest satistied that
the British Parliamont will not take
that character oflegislation which the
hon. gentleman suggests. One of ihe

principles,of the Merchants' Shippimng
Act of 1854, whieh with amendmeunts
has been the only law on the subject up
to the prosent, is not to touch foreign
ships or sailors.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-Foreign sadiors
are subjected to our laws in Canada.

Mr. MITCHELL-So far as I re-
member that Act has been the only
legislation on this point, and under it
there is no power to arrest foreign
sailors or take cognizance of their
deserting their ships. I have no hesi-
tation in saying, froin the place where
my words possess some importance,
and speaking to the ship-owners of New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Quebec, and
all Canada, that if we don't take a stand
and secure fromthe British authorities
this needed concession, our efforts will
be futile. That is my deliberate
opinion. The hon. gentlemen from

int and Prince Edward Island have
referred to the question of Canadian
laws. As I stated at the opening of
the debate, I an not at all tied to the
question of Government survey by a
Canadian Government Lloyds. If any
other remedy can be devised which will
supply the link,we are bound to supply
it before we ask England to exempt
us. I shall give it my support.
By establishing an association such as
Lloyds-and there is certainly enough
intelligence, wealth, and talent in the
country to effect such an organization
-which would receive Government
countenance, great good would be
effeeted in this direction. If the mat-
ter is properly represented to the Home
Authorities we will obtain our de-
Mands. Nothing has been asked of

Ron. Mr. MITOBELL.

England which has not been granted,
i until from a small colony we have
risen to a people with an Independent
Parliament.

I was pleased to hear the views
of the hon. member for Bothwell with
regard to Treaties. I believe the day is
not far distant when we will have the
power of making Treaties. What is the
Washingtoi Treaty? Who made it as
regards the portion affecting Canada ?
I admit the English representatives
had a great (al to do with it, but let
a question come up affecting Canada
alone, and England would not attempt
to settie il without consulting us
and asking us to assist her. Hon.
gentlemen may not approve of those
views, but they will before long, and
the tim'e is not far distant when we
wili not be content that questions
affecting Canadian prosperity shall be
controlled entirely by people who may
not understand or specially care for our
ilterests.

I will show yon how this legislation
will affect us with relation to deck-
loads. You will remember the hon.
member for St. John, the Minister of
Customs, resisted my efforts to regulate
and lirit the carrying of dock-
loads. He fought it after every-
body else had assented to the moasure.
I may inform him that the legislation
now under consideration in the British
Parliament proposes tO sweep away
all deck-loads, althoughàwe in Canada,
who are practical men and understand
the rights of sailors and ship-owners,
regulated the system. I will just read
a most ridiculous paragraph from a

ýs eech delivered by Mr. Plimsoll at
Derby very recently. He said:-

"I have, however, seen a stateinent in the
report of the Royal Commission on Unsea-
worthy Ships, 1875, to the effect that the law
against deck-loading iad ceased to become
operative, owing to evasions ; that a ship
would load in a Canadian port according to
law, and crossing the river St. Croix, which
divides Canada from America, would then
take on board the deck cargo which was pro-
hibited on the other side of the river; also
that vessels loading in the St. Lawrence and
the Bay of Fundy would proceed down to
Eastport in the United States, tbey having
loaded in Canada in compliance with the law,
and then availed themselves of the second
point of departure to load in a manner pro-
hibited by the law. Supposing these things
to be so, &.'
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Now, upon the faith of such in-
fbrmation, as that they are going to
âweep off all deck-loads,have we not
reason to be apprehensive? The hon.
member for Yarmouth, while he
approvos of everything else I have
uttered, has no fears on this score. He
knows well that take the shipping
owned and registered in British Amer-
ica, and it will be found there is no
country in the world-I say it
advisedly-where the uniform char-
acter of the tonnage stands as high as
our own, and yet the legislation which
they are going to pass is to be based,
not upon the character of our vessels,
or the capacity of their officers, but
upon a state of things which has existed
in England where rotten ships have
been sold and sent to sea until the
abuse has given rise to Mr. Plimsoll's
movement. I warn hon. gentlemen in
this House who are more interested in
tonnage than I am, that no half-way
measure in relation to their interests
will do in a crisis like this, and unless
this Government boldly ask the English
Ministry and Parliament to exempt
Canadian vessels from legislation that
has grown out of English abuses and
has no existence in our trade, that
they will fail in getting the protection
that is desired.

The hon. member f or Kent's remarks
in relation to inspectors are just. I
belleve four-fifths of the inspectors
appointed under the Plimsoll Act do
,Mot understand or appreciate the
quality of wooden ships, and therefore
our vessels will not get justice from
them. Let our Government adopt a
manly course and tell the English
Government what our rights are, and
ask that our vessels be exempted from
legislation to which they should not be
subject, inasmuch as we have passed
laws for ourselves, and that nation
whieh has ever been a liberal and just
mother to her colonies will not refuse
compliance.

Hon. Mr. VAIL-We should not ask
anything unreasonable. The British
Government has conceded to Canada
the right of legislating for our own
vessels and ail others in our waters
for the last three years. We should
18 cautious not to ask for what
they would not be vilHing to grant
to ué under the circumàstnces. What

8

Canadian ship-ownersïinainly require at
present is, that their ships in British
ports should be placed iii the same
position as foreigh vessels ; and if that
be granted, we want nothiiig beyond it
except that no legislatiou iii the British
Parliament shall have any effect upon
our ships in foreign ports.

The hon. member for Northumber-
land says we should ask the British
Government to instruct their Consuls
in foreign ports to carry out Canadian
laws in relation to Canadian vessels.
That is almost asking what a nation
might expect. If we should make such
a request the British Government would
be very likely to require us to pay our
share of the expense of keeping up these-
officers. I hope the day is far distant
when a line of distinction will be so
drawn between Canadian and British
ships that a British Consul cainot act
in a foreign port for our tonnage as
British ships.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-We have
had a riglit to legislate for our
vessels for over forty years.

Hon. Mir. VAIL-This Act referred
te has been only three years in force.

Hon. Mr. MITCIELL--We have
had it inNew Brunswick and yon in,
Nova Scotia for many years.

Hon. Mr. VAIL-Not in regard to
the loading of grain.

Hon. Mir. MITCHELL-That lias
been the Port Warden's Law for years
in Quebec and Montreal.

IMr. CARMICHAEL-I agree almost
entirely with the remarks made by
the hon. member from Kent with re-
spect to the Canadian Lloyds. I have
great respect, also, for the opinion of
the hon. niember for Yarmouth, who
represents, perhaps, more than any
other gentleman here, the shipping in-
terest. In establishing a Canadian
Lloyds we seek to do that which no
other country has yet attempted to do.
We are an important maritime people,
but we surely may consent to follow
in the track of England, France and
the United States, and none of those
countries have established by law a
Government Board of Classification.
We have now all the benefit of the
most important Boards of Classification
existing-English Lloyds and Bureau
Veritas. Those classific-t'ons ara used
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through all parti of the world. As
was well stated by the hon. member
for Kent, we will require for a Cana-
dian establishment a staff of officials,
,danger of political influence being
exercised in their appointment. We
will also bave to establish. agents
in all the principal ports of Europe
where ships require inspection and re-
elassification. This country would not
be prepared, particlarly in the pres-
ent depressed state of the finances, to
create such a staff and sustain such ex-
pense. It is also proposed not to make
this law compulsory, and I therefore
fail to see what good it will effect.
We may succeed in driving away
English Lloyds and Bureau Veritas
from our midst without obtaining a
compensating advantage.

The motion was agreed to.
IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED STATES.
Mr. YOUNG-I beg to move, Sir,

that in order to ascertain to what
extent Canada has been made a sacri-
fice market for American manufacturers
during the last two years, it be

Resolved,-That an humble Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral praying that Ris Excellency will cause to
be laid before Parliament a statement shewing
the total value of all articles im'ported from
the United States into each Province of the
Dominion during 1871, '72 and '73 paying 15,
10 and 5 per cent. duty respectively, and also
.a similar statement for 1874 and '75 of articles
paying 17j, 10 and 5 per cent., together with
·such remarks and further facts as the Com-
missioner ot Customs may be able to add
touching the increased importation of Ameri-
can manufactures into Canada.

I hope, Sir, that my friend the
Minister of Castoms will consent to
the adoption of this motion. Its object
is to obtain a statement, bringing out, if
possible, to what extent American
goods bave been sacrificed in our
market since the commencement of the
-crisis in the United States in the
fall of 1873; and I have purposely
worded the latter portion of the reso-
lution in such a way as to enable the
Customs Department to bring down
the returns in the most effective
manner. My motion is seconded by Mr.
Workman.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-I would just'
suggest to my hon. friend, with refer-
.ence to this resolution, that the in-,
formation for which he moves is in

Mr. CARnIcHAEL.

the possession of this Ilouse. The
Trade and Navigation Returns contain
the information he .desires, in an offi-
cial and eondensed form; not down,
perhaps,to so late a period as the present
day, but to the end of 1875. le might
move for the additional state-
ment, but I rather question, Sir, the
propriety of asking for the opinion of
any person in this country. The hon.
gentleman demands a return of certain
official data already in the possession of
this IHouse; and in addition, the views
of the Commissioner of Customs.

Mr. YOUNG-No !
Hion. Mr. TUPPER-Then I mis-

understood the terms of the motion,
which I thought contained the words:
-and any remarks the Commissioner
of Custons may choose to add.

lon. Mr. M1ACKENZIE - It is
quite evident this phrase is to be under-
stood in the ordinary sense, for the
hon. gentleman will find that in the
returns a colunu is left for remarks,-
incidental, of course,to the extent of the
subjects embraced; and this is all that
can be obtained in such a relation.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-This is a
motion for a return of certain data,
and I imagined that his object was to
get the opinion of the Commissioner
ofCustoms-a subordinate-concerning
the bearing of these figures, whieh will
be otherwise contained. Now, I
object to this, if that is his object.

Mr. YOUNG-That is not my in-
tention.

After a brief discussion the Hon. MIr.
Mackenzie altered the motion as fol-
lows

I That an Order of the louse do issue, re.
quiring the Minister of Customs to cause to
be laid before Parliament, &c., with such
explanatory remarks and further facts as he
may be able to add, touching the increased
imports."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-That
will do.

The motion being carried, and the
hour being six o'clock, the House took
recess.

AFTER RECESs.

The debate on Mr. Mill's motion
for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to enquire into the causes of

United States.(COMMONS.]
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THE FINANCIAL DEPRESSION

'being resumed-
Hon.Mr. TUPPER said: iMr. Speaker,

I do not rise for the purpose of making
.a speech on the present occasion. After
what has fallen from the lon. Minister
of Finance, I think it would hardly be
fair to go into a general discussion
of the questions raised by the motion
before the House. I rise, Sir, for the
purpose of giving My hearty and em-
phatic support to the motion of the
hon! Member for Bothwell. I agree
with the hon. gentleman in the opi-
nion that the condition of this country
is a very deplorable one. I am not old

-enough, and iny acquaintance with
public affairs will hardly allow me to
go as far back as the hon. member for
Monti'eal West, who says that in 40
years he has never seen anything like
the commercial depression or suffering
in the country which exists to-day;
but I agree with the hon. ienber for
Bothwell that the country is in a
,condition requiring the serious atten-
tion of Parlianent. lIs Exeellenev
has provided us with a Conmittee to
deal with precisely such questions as
these. The gentlemen who now sit
on the Treasury Benches have been
placed there for the very purpose of
making such enquiries, bringing the
result to the House and submitting
them for the approval of Parliament.
They are there not only for the pur-
pose of analyzing the condition in
which the country is now placed and
the cause of the depression, but they are
there also to present such measures to
the House as may tend to relieve the
country. I agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Bothwell in the inference that
Lis motion presents to every intelli-
gent member of this House-that the
time has come when we must have
another Committee-that the Committee
which His Excellency has provided the
country with, to deal with such mea-
sures, have shown themselves entirely
inadequate for the emergency. J go
further, and will be prepared at another
time to show to the IHouse my reasons
for entertaining the opinion that
the hon, gentlemen to whom pub-
lie affairs have been entrusted have
entirely failed in devising such moasures
as were necessary to relieve the country

in sucli emergency. If the combined
talent of the Administration had been
devoted, from the time of their accept-
ance of' office to this, to cause the exact
condition of affairs we are now
suffering from, they could not have
discharged *that duty with greater
ability or success. Under these cir-
cumstanees I accept the motion a8
one equal to the emergeney. The time
lias come when we must have another
Committee, to deal with this important
question, and I have no doubt that
when that motion receives, as I think
it wilI, the support of a large majority
of this House, and after that con-
stitutional action has followed which
must inevitably follow its passage,
my hon. friend the First Minister
will be able to suggest' to His
Excellency the Governor General the
names of a Comnittee adequate to the
duty proposed by the resolution.

Mr. NORRIS-I am not opposed to
the appointment of this Committee. It
is our duty to make enquiry into the
present state of the country--provided
it is not to burk the question. If it is
the intention to go to work and
prepare a report, I cannot see w hy there
should be any objection to it. In my
opinion it does not require a great deal
of time to determine the'eauses of the
stagnation of trade. All will agree, I
think, that the lumber interest is
suffering, not from any fault which
rests with the country,but because other
nations with whom we trade are
experienc ing finan cial s tringelcy. That
trade cannot possibly be benefitted
until the cload clears away from our
neighbours over the borders. With
regard to t lie agrieultural interest, I
think it is also depressed to a certain
extent. It is said to be sound and
prosperous ; I believe it is sound, but 1
don't know that it is prosperous. This
interest cannot flourish when the
nations which we usually supply raise
so much bread-stuffs as they have
lately done.

Secondly, I think that no Govern-
ment, no matter who they may be,
can possibly furnish botter prices for
our agricultural interests. When crops
fail in other countries we may expect
to see our farmers flourish, by reason
of the increased demand there will be
for their produce.
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Another drawback can be prevented
a great deal. Our manufacturing in-
terests are in a deplorable state; this
has been admitted by every member
who has spoken. I am not what you
would call a Protectionist; neither do
1 believe in discriminatory duties, be-
cause I believe we should not disturb
our relations with our friends across
the borders. Without going into sta-
tisties or a discussion of the questions
of free-trade and protection, which
have been agitated long enough by the
ablest men of all countries, I will
merely refer to two nations with which
we are intimately acquainted, and
show that what suits one will not suit
the other. I believe what gives pros-
perity to England is not suited to Ca-
nada. England to-day can be called a
free-trade nation. She has prospered
under that policy very largely, but
how long has she been a free-trade
nation ? Her poliey, has been free-
trade just as long as it was necessary.
It is not 100 years ago since she took
the duties off timber from this and other
countries. And why ? Because her
home supply was growing scarce. It
was the same with corn ; she took off
the duty to fleed the people she had
employed in her factories at small
wages. When England had lier manu-
factories established and could compete
with the world, she became a free-
trade nation.

Take the United States, on the
ôther hand. The policy of that nation
has been protective from the com-
mencement, and yet it has prospered
even to a greater extent than England.
I merely cite these two instances, to
show that under different circumstan-
ces, a difference in policy was neces-
sary and succssful. The hon. member
for Bothwell stated, in moving his
resolution, and the lion. member for
South Waterloo, in seconding it also
stated that so long as we have the
balance of trade against us we cannot
possibly be prosperous.

Mr. MILLS-i did not say that.
Mr. NORRIS-i think it is a gene-

ral opinion, at all events, that it must
be so when the balance is so much
against us as the trade and navigation
lreturns show. I find that in 1873, we
imported into this eotittry $117,500,-

Mr. eo=zS,

000, and only exported $89,000,000,
which leaves a balance of $37,000,9-0
againstus. In 1874 we imported $127,
000,000 and exported only $89,O00.
In 1875, we imported $119,500,000ànd
exported only $77,500,000, leaving
about $42,000,000 to be provided for,the
balance against us. I think thee
figures Must convince every persoin
that so long as we have so large a bal-
lance against us, it is utterly impossi-
ble wc can be as prosprous as *ve
should be. I am sure the ceoun4y Is
looking for an increase of the tari r
something of the kind. This must be
evident to the gentlemen who are lead-
ing the House. The impression in the
country is that the revenue will be
short about $3,000,000. If that is the
case, I think it will tax every energy
and ability of the Government to meet
the deficit, and carry on the publie
works of this country, the abandon-
ment of which would only intensify
the depression. The only way to raise
this revenue, that I can sec is by increas-
ing taxation. For the last year the
people of this country have been getting
wiser and decreased their importations
instead of increasing them. I hope they
will continue this. I have no doubt
for a year or two our imports will fall
very far short of what they have been.
If we have fnot a higher tariff, I do
not see how this large revenue is to be
raised.

I know some will say that it is no
matter where we get our goods ; if we
can get them a little cbeaper, we are
all the richer. I decidedly cannot
agree with them on this point. I
think it would be far better for this
country to manufacture our own
goods, or at all events a portion of
them; that would leave within the
country the money we have to send to
foreign nations. Statisties have been
furnished in this debate to show that
since 1872 the importations from the
United States have nearly doubled,
while the imports from- Great Britain
have decreasedon nearly every article.
It is plain the manufactures of the
neighboring nation are supplanting
English goods in this market, and I
have no doubt they will continue to do-
so, and in the end, to a certain extent,
ffnd their way even into the maikets
of England.
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Although largely interested in wheat
:and flour, I would say, at the present
time at all events, I do not believe it
it is discreet that we should impose a
ýluty on provisions going into the
Maritime Provinces. We tfcl the in-
justice, however, of admitting them
free into our country while a duty of
20 per cent. is placed on flour and
grain we send to the United States.
There could, however, be a duty placed
-on corn. By the trade and navigation
returns, I notice that we imported
3,679,000 bushels of Indian ceorn last
year, and exported 2,050,000 bushels,
leaving 1,700,000 of a balance against
this country. None this corii is im-
ported to feed the people, but to make
whiskey. Why should this not be
taxed ? If we must have whiskey, the
coarse grains of our own Province
could be used for the purpose, and
there is also a large section of country
along Lake Erie where corn can be
successfully raised. A dnty on this
product would benefit our agricultural
interests. I think it is time for this
country to take a decided step on this
matter, and put an end to such unjust
and unfair eompetition with our own
peple.

I am very much pleased to find that
gentlemen who were Free -Traders a few
years ago, are Protectionists now. I
remember how the hon. mmnber for
Cumberland rated the Finance M4inister
soundly because he increased the duty
2j per cent., but now, if I understand
him, he wants more. le says the
policy of the Government is ruinous to
the country, and the manufacturing
interest is depressed for want of pro-
tection. But if the late Government
had not reduced the tariff in 1867 to
fifteen per cent. I am inclined to think
this country to-day would have been
in a more prosperous condition than
it is.

But, Sir, if the country is ruined, as
the hon. gentleman has said. certainly
this Government is not responsible and
it is hardly necessary to say anything
more on this occasion. I am sure that
the Government of the day would not
ignore--what I do not believe they can
-the cry for protection that has.gone
forth in this country. What do we
fmd ? That from every city in Ontario
:and Quebec-I will not say anything

about the Maritime Provinces, I pre-
sume they are free traders and I res-
pect their opinions-but in every city
in Ontario and Quebec, and in every
town-not a man would be elected
unless he avows himself in favour of
incidental protection to our manufac-
tures. Commencing at Quebec and
coming to Montreal, Toronto, London
and Hamilton, every candidate that
would dare to avow himself a Free-
Trader would be elected to stay at
home. I think it is the time, and I am
sure I think it is my duty to speak and
tell this hon. House that these are the
views of the people.

Mr. BOWELL-The question before
the Ilouse, like the one under discus-
sion a few minutes ago, has drifted to
the general question of protection and
free-trade. It is not my purpose, how-
ever, to discuss that question now.
When the right hon. member for King-
ston rose at the moment it was supposed
that the motion was to be carried
without debate, and called your atten-
tion and the attention of the Govern-
ment to the fact that the resolution was
worded so as to be to all intents and
purposes a vote of want of confidence
in the Administration, I supposed
that the question, would have
been settled between the gentlemen
eccupying the Treasury Benches and

the Leader of the Opposition. How-
ever, the Hon. Minister of Finance
took exception to the constitutional
point which had been raised by my
right hon. friend fron Kingston, and
in endeavouring to substantiate the
position which he took, ho cited a
motion which iad been moved in this
House, and carried at the time when
that gentleman was in the Government
and Leader of the House. I was
surprised after his attention had
been called to the fact that the
motion for the appointment of the
Committee to enquire exclusively into
the state of tie manufacturing interests
of this country- was su bstantially the
same as that which is now before the
Hlouse,t he right lion. gentle man permit-
ted it to be carried, thereby admitting
the force of the objection taken at the
beginning of the debate. However, my
present intention is more particulary
to call attention to the remarkable
speech of my hon. friend from N1rth.
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York. My hon. friend the member for
Frontenac designated that speech as
an unmanly one. I shall not use that
term, but I do say, after looking into
that matter, I must express my surprise
and give utterance to the strongest
expression when I say that if it were
not unmanly it was certainly a most
unfair and one-sided speech towards the
gentleman to wbom he referred, and a
mutilation of that gentleman's reso-
lution and speeches -at the Board of
Trade. I shall endeavour to show that
what I have asserted I can substantiate
by the publie records. I know that the
hon. gentleman excused hiiself by
stating that he hîad a right to refer to
a gentleman out of the House with
reference to his publie acts, more
particularly when these resolutions
were moved in a public body like the
Board of Trade. Had ho contined
himself to that, in all probability no
notice would have been taken of his
remarks; but he said this gentleman
was the rising hope of the Conservative
party in this country, therefore I
suppose it was necessary for him to
bring down upon that gentleman's
head his displeasuîre and the weight of
his great intellect. I do not doubt that
ho felt humiliated ever since that
speech was delivered. I questioi
whether he will be enabled to raise his
head any more in any eonstituency
where he may present himself; but
what had the dinner givein to Mr.
White in Montreal to do with the
proceedings of the Board of Trade ?
What had the speech delivered by the
right hon. member for Kingston at the
dinner to do with Mr. White's utteran-
ces and speeches at the Board of Trade ?
What had the defeat of Mr. White
by my hon. friend the miember for
Montreal West to do with that
gentleman's utterances at the Board of
Trade? The fact is lie thought it was
necessary--t use a very familiur ex-
pression-to "squelch" that gentleman
out of existence, and in doing that ho
evidently had bottled up in bis mind
an onslaught on the right hon. member
for Kingston; and the member for
Kingston also, I suppose, was com-
pletely annihilated by that hon. gentle-
man's utterances. That Mfr. Thos.
White, at the Board of Trade meeting,
Moved a resolution in favour of free-

Mr. BOWELL.

trade in 1873, and then in 1874 moved
a resolution in favour of protection, and
that the course suggested itself to him
to carry out because his friends were
in power at one time, and because at
the other that his political opponents
were in power, is certainly not borne
out by the facts.

Mr. DYMOND--I beg that the hon.
gentleman will allow nie to correct
him. I made no suggestion about any
such motive having influence with the
gentleman he has referred to. I
quoted simply froin the resolutions
whieh were moved ; I did not refer to
any speech of his ; I quoted simply
from the record here word for word as
it appears in this book, I made no
suggestion whatever as to his motive.

Mr. BOWELL---The hon. gentleman
bas lorgotten himself, I think.

Mir. DYMOND--No.
Mr. BOWELL----It is very fortunate

for the hon. gentleman to forget some-
times, although it is not an excuse for
any lion. gentleman to forget anything.

I suppos be has the same frailties as
other people ; but I say to the House
that the hon. gentleman did not quote
the whole resolution, but a portion of
both resolutions, and by a quotation to-
this House of onily one-hlf, he left a
a false impression on the ininds
of bon. members ; a proeeeding
which should be beneath the
dignity of' a gentleman eccupying his
exalted position in this county. With
your permission, I will read the reso-
lution, and'I wish to explain that it
was an amendment moved to a resolu-
tion which had been proposed by Mr.,
Robert Wilkes, a former member of this
House-l think I may use the term-
in the direction of free-trade, pure and
simple, and one that would have met.
with the approbation of my bon. friend
from Welland, provided that it included
in it his pet theory of free money..
Then I shall quote a few remarks made
by Mr. White upon this motion, and
also the vie w that was taken of it by
Mr. Wilkes, who had moved a free-
trade resolution ; and I ask whether ho
was justified in attributing free-trade
principles to Mr. White on that occa-
sion :

" Mr. Thomas White, of Montreal, moved
seoouded by Hon. Robert Read-(who is cer-
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tainly not a Free-Trader, as anyone who knows
hlm is aware, and I think I know him as well
as any man in the country)-' that, without
offerring any opinion upon some of the details
of the present customs' tariff, or upon the
anomalies which are inevitable in all tariffs.
this Board is of opinion that no change should
be made in it unless the exigencies of the
public service demand a larger revenue.' -

Mlr. DYMOND-Hear, hear.
Mr. BOWELL-
9 And in such case, any increase that is to

be made should be in accordance with the
principles of the present customs' tariff,
which, while not interfering with the
commerce of the Dominion, will afford in-
.idental protection to the manufacturers.,

Mr. DYMOND-Hearlien r.

Mr. BOWELL-
" That this Board is further of opinion

that permanency in the fiscal policy of
the country is most important alike to its
commerce and manufactures, and that no
change should be made in the tariû, not
demanded by the absolute necessity of the
revenue."

Mr. DYMOND-Hear, hear.

Mr. BOWELL-If it pleases the
hon. gentleman I am quite satisfied.
Now, Sir, what did Mr. White say in
introducing that motion ?

Mr. DYMOND-Never mind what
Mr. White says.

1r. BOWELL-I have no doubt
the hon. gentleman would like that
suppressed, as he suppressed a portion of
the resolution referring to incidental
protection of our manufactures. Mr.
White said:

-I wish to adduce some reasons for vot-
ing against the resolution proposed by Mr.
Wilkes, which was a free-trade motion,and
why I think the Board ought to accept the
amendment I have placed into your hands.
I have no hesitation in saying that I am a
Protectionist to that extent. I believe that
it is possible for the Government to adopt
a fiscal policy to nurture, protect and pro.
mote the industries of the country. The
free-trade principle on the contrary says
that the Government should not interfere
te this end, and that, just in proportion as
it does interfere it injures rather than
benefits the manufacturers' interest.
From this doctrine I entirely dissent."

Then, Sir, lie says further :
" The resolution, therefore, while it pro.

fes to be in the interest of native in.
dustries.(that is Mr. Wilkes' motion)-is
really an extreme free-trade resolution put

forward by the advocates of free-trade in
terms which they hope may catch the vote
of the Protectionists of this Board, with
clap-trap phrases about the cost of livmg,
and at the very time, when by its general
policy it seeks protection for the largest
interests of the countey."

Now, Sir, how did Mr. Wilkes
take that motion in amendment
to his own. He says the
end of all such resolutions as Mr. White
advocated is protection all round.
Surely he was as capable oi judging of
the intentions of the mover, of the effect
which the resolition would have had
had it been carried-as the hon.
gentleman who condemned and
attempted to destort this motion to-
day. " One man wants his raw material
"free, and his raw material is the manu-
"factured article of some other person;
"therefore they must be protected all
"round." Now, Sir, that is the view
taken of that resolutibn by the gentle-
mau who was then advocating an ex-
treme policy of free-trade. Let me call
the attention of the House to the reso-
lution moved by Mr. White in 1874,
and I ask you to pay particular atten-
tion to this to sec wherein it differs
from the other resolution in
prinéiple ; in principle it is essentially
the same as the resolution offered in
1875. You will observe, and this
House will observe, that it is almost
word for word. The resolution which
be then moved, and which my friend
from North York bas designated as a
protective resolution, is as follows:-

" Owing to the fact of the large obligations
already assumed by the Dominion, and also
that during the first half of the pre-
sent fiscal year the expenditure has ex.
ceeded the revenue by a considerable sum
it is probable that some revision of the fiscal
policy of the Dominion will become necessary
during the approaching Session of the Cana-
dian Parliament; be it Resolved, That in the
opinion of this Board the principle of protec-
tion to the manufacturing industries of the
country should be embodied in such revision
of the tariff, so far as it can be carried out con-
sistently with the commerce and revenue re-
quirements of the*country."

Mr. DYMOND-Hear, HIear.
Mr. BOWELL-I was waiting for

that "hear, hear." This is precisely the
same language used in the resolution
which the hon. gentleman declared
was a free-trade resolution, while this
other wae a protection resolution, and
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yet in that case he declares that en-
iries should be made in accordance

with the principIes of the present
customs tariff, which, while not inter-
fering with the commerce of the Dom-
nion, affords incidental protection to
these manufactures. Why does not
the hon. gentleman cry " hear, hear"
again ? It brought a " hear hear" at
least from the hon. gentleman when I
read it in connection with the former
resolution. The last four lines are pre-
cisely the same as I read in the former
resolution, also the language is pre-
cisely the same with that used in the
resolution moved 'in 1873, wbich the
hon. gentleman declared to be a free-
trade resolution. I am not now going
to defond Mr. White any further ;
there were reasons which induced him
and every thinking man in this country
to take the position he did in 1873.
'This country was flourishing in 1873;
there was no necessity for raising the
tariff upon any article then manufac-
tured simply because the manufactures
of our country were flourishing ;
and I think that the hon. member for
Lincoln knows that as a manufacturer
m well as any other man in this -House.

Mr. NORRIS-Yes, yes.
Mr. BOWELL-And when he alludes

to this state of things, or to what
a former Administration did under
diffèrent circumstances altogether, and
with a different state of trade in every
brandh of our industry in this country,
he certainly had to go a long way to
fmd a cause or subject for attack upon
an Administration that is no longer in
existence. I know that it was a
favourite theory with many that the
ultra-Protectionists in the late Adminis-
tration did wrong in reducing the
tarif .from 20 to 15 per cent., and it
miust have been amusing to this House,
44d particularly to those who knew
the circumstances under which it was
,educed, to listen to the hon. momber
for Lincoln's remarks upon that subject.
lI one sentence he coTlIemnns the late
Administration for having reduced the
tariff from 20 per cent. without
adverting for one moment to the
circumstances whieh surrounded that
9pvernment and the necessities
Pt the country at the time;
s4d in the very next sentence he pats

Mr. BoWELL.

[COMMONS.]

the hon. gentlemen from the Maritime
Provinces on the back, because he
knows that they are o-posed, and have
been ever since they have been in
Confederation, to high tariffs. At that
time Confederation had just been
consummated ; it brought into thia
Dominion Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, two Provinces in which
the highest tariffs-if my recollection
serves me right----were 12J and
10 per cent., the former in New
Brunswiek and the latter in Nova
Scotia. At that timé it was necessa-
rily the bounden duty of any man
or any number of mon in direct-
ing the destinies of this country, to
cenent as closely as they possibly
could all sections of the Dominion, and
not to carry any principle to such
extreme lengths as to make them more
dissatisfied than they were. At the
tine when that poliey was adopted, al]
knew that they raised the duties 5
per cent. in Nova Seotia, and it cre-
ated intense feeling in that country.
We know that the Anti-Confede-
rates in New Brunswick also used it as a
great lever against those who support-
ed the principles of Confederation be.
fore it was consummated ; and I repeat
that it was exceedingly wise states-
manship on the part of those who were
thon in power to adopt the policy they
did. There is one other point to which
I desire to refer before we argue the
propriety of appointing the Comnittee.
My own opinion is, from my experi-
ence of Committees in this House, they
result in very little, and when the hon.
member for Montrel West states that
he only consented to become a member
of that Committee because he had been
assured by the member for Bothwell
that the report of the Committee was
not a foregone conclusion, I should
like to ask if all the gentleman in this
House or in the eountry could change
the free-trade theories or thé opinion
of the member for North York; or
whether there is sufficient in this Housq
or out of it to convince iy hon. friend
from Bothwell that the theory of fre.
trade, I was almost going to say "gre'"
and simple-is not the true policy for
all countries ?

When you take that in connection wit4
the speeches of the same hon. gentlQ-
man made in MNotreal, it seenra e
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there must be something behind the
scenes. If I recollect aright, he stated
that lie had the assurance of the Prime
Minister before consenting to become a
candidate that thore would be a change
in the direction of incidental protection.
At a later date lie unreservedly said the
,change would be to raise the duty on
manufactured articles, which were
then languishing for want of business.
These utterances delighted his hearers,
and every man having a dollar's worth
of goods in the customs hastened to
take it out, and so saved the extra duty
which the hon. gentleman had assured
tjiem would be imposed. I don't say
that the Finance Minister bas taken him
into his confidence, or that lie inforied
the lion. gentleman as to intended
changes ; bnt lie made those speeches,
one resuilt of which was to injure the
country by keeping money out of the
Treasury.

The hon. gentleman from Lincoln
made an onslaught on the hon. nember
for CumberhInd for having, as was said,
denounced the imposition ofthe 2½ per
cent. last year. Now, the hon. gentle-
man. did object to the duty fbr ineidental
or direct protective puiposes. The
hon. gentleman's position was this :
The Finance Miister, when lie inade
the Budget Speech, declared that there
was a large deficit lm the revenue of
the country, and that it was necessary
to impose this additional tax in order to
neetit. The hon. menimber for Cunber-
land contended that this was not correct,
and the result of the year's operations
showed there was no deficit.

The hon. member for North York
found fault with the hon. member for
Kingston, and declared him to be a
Free-Trader because he opposed the
Motion to appropriate $86,000 for
manufacturers to exhibit their wares
at the Philadelphia Centennial. The
hon. gentleman's reason for opposing
this was the same as that given by
Mr. John Bright with reference to a
smilar proposition in the interests of
British manufacturers-that it was
nseless appropriating money to show
4ticles ln a country which had such a
high protective tariff as to preclude
then> from competition.

Mr. DYMOND-Mr. Bright did not
eiake that statement in Parliament.
Re simply alluded to the carpet mànu-

facture as an illustration of the disad-
%vantages under which British manu-.
facturers suifer. He did not discour.
age his countrymen from sending their
goods if they chose, or Government
aiding them if it chose.

Mr. BOWELL-If ny hon. friend is
satisfied with the explan'ation I am. If it
applies to the carpet interest it applies
to every other interest. It was the
principle, without narrowing it down to
any point, which Mr. Bright, as well as
the hon. menmiber for Kingston, opposed.
But the whole intention of the lion.
gentleman froni North York appeared
to be this:-There were two men in
this country lie desired to drive out of
existence, and he thought the best pos-
sible way to do that was to bring the
power of his giant intellect to bear
upon 'them, and to relieve himself of a
bottled-up speech. The cork flew out,
as it generally does out of a soda water
bottle, and the whole contents effer-
vesced.

Mr. PATTERSON-It is not neces-
sary to attempt to prove that there is
a depression existing at the present
time in this country. This is generally
admitted and too painfully felt by
many members of this House and by
the people of this conntry to require
any proof. It is natural, at a
time like this, when such severe trials
are being passed through, when so
many find their fortunes are wrecked
and the savings of hard labour for
years and years swept away fr'om them
-that people cannot remain passive,
but will endeavour to find some solu-
tion. The hon. member for Bothwell
has moved for a Select Committee to
enquire into the cause of this depres-
sion. There seems to be no feeling of
hostility to granting the Committee on
the part of any member of the House.
It is true some of the opponents of the
Government seem to think it is rather
a serious question, and that the passage
of the motion will be equivalent to a
vote of want of confidence. The Mi-
nistry seem to take the matter uncon-
cernedly, the whips are not seen about
the House; no anxiety is manifested, -
and I suppose it is probable the
Ministry will not resign if the motion
is carried.

I must confess that 1, for one, am
slightly at a loss to understand the
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objeet of this Comimittee or the good
which may be acconplished by it. No
doubt the hon. member for BothwelI,
with that intimate knowledge of politi-
cal economy and all matters whieh
come before this House that he

ssesses, has reasons good and valid,
feel s confident that the gentlemen

associated with 1im will be able to
discover the truc cause of the depres-
sion, aud will be able to suggest, the
proper remedy. But- I ave thought
that the Finance Minister would
be in possession of knowled ge, on
this subject fuller than ean be
acquired by anv Committee-that,
from the position be occupies and
the care he takes in studying
the interests of the country, he is
already in possession of fiicts of great
volume and weight. 1 assume that
the greatest good to be accomplished
by this Committee will be in afford-
ing an opportunity for the audible ex-
pression of individual views in refer-
ence to business matters. In this Ilouse
you will find a diversity of opinion
as to the cause of this depression, and
some would attribute the trouble to one
thing and some to another. It is some-
times stated that it is the duty of the
Finance Minister onlv to secure reve-
nue and sec that it is properly expend-
ed, but I think that official would
admit that he should do more. If the
securing ofreuenue be his only aim and
object, then, Sir, it would naturally
follow that he should arrange a tariff
to produce the greatest possible amount,
no matter what effect it might have on
any industry of the country. And
taking this view I conceive that the
term incidental protection is meaning-
less. If the Finance Minister found
by reducing the present tariff he could
secure more revenue, it would be his
duty to make sueh reduction. I will
ask this House if it is true that large
quantities of American goods are being
brought into the market, notwith-
standing our -17J per cent. duty?
Should such be the fact, and that some
of our manufactories have been closed
in consequence, it follows that a very
slight reduction of the tariff would
produce such a state of things that
our factories would close altogether,
and that would mean more revenue to

Mr. PATTERsoN.

the country from the importation of all
the goods consumed.

I hold that the position is impreg-
nable that there is a diity other than
the collection of revenue devolving on
a Finance Minister. I take thie ground'
that I am the only Free-Trader in this
House, except the hon. iminber for
Welland. A great many are Free-
Traders in theory, but not practically..
At the present time we have a pro-
teetive tariff on some articles, and the
question that should engage the atten-
tion of the Finance Minister is whether
an additional duty, no matter how
much it may be on certain articles,
will promote the interests of the
Dominion.

Let us look for a moment at.
the article of boots and shoes.
Within my own recollection almost
all those goods were imported
from the United States, and 1 remem-
ber that when the tariff was raised to
10 per cent. a great stimulus was
given to that great branci of our in-
dustry, which now finds employment.
for tens of thousands of persons. I
venture the assertion that if the
present 171 per cent. were reduc-
ed to 10 per cent. we would de-
rive more revenue from those articles
than at the present tine. That being
the case, it is truc that the tariff we
have at present is in no measure pro-
teetive, and both a revenue and a pro-
teetive tariff at one time seems impos-
sible. Is it in the interests of the
country to have a tariff for revenue
purposes alone, or will the country
prosper better under free-trade than
protection ?

I am not a Protectionist. I am not
one of those who believe in erecting a
wallso high that you (anoi(>t trade with
any other countr, but I inust admit I
am in favour of a defensive policy. I
cannot view with. complacency what
we sec in this country. We live beside
a country with a population ten times
greater than ours, whose industries have
been fostered by protection until they
are enabled, even in some articles iù
which Britain excelled, to chaTlenge
supremacy with her. While that
nation has erected against us and other
countries a hostile tariff, we have our
hands bound, and give them a free and
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unrestricted right to trade in our
markets.

We must bear in mind in discussing
this matter that the 17½ per cent.
tariff that we speak of. is not on a gold
basis. It is well known that the dif-
ference between Aierican money and
ours, while it does not altogether pay
the duty, very much reduces it. Then
the statement is also made, and I have
no reason to doubt its correctness since
it fell from the hon. menber for Mont-
real Centre, that the American nianu-
facturers will sell to our people cbeaper
than to their own. I was told that a
certain house in Brockville boughlt
goods in New York for a firni in
Ogdensburgh, because Canadians could
get them cheaper. Considering this
fact, and the difference in valie of our
money, there is no protection at all.

The hon. member for South Waterloo
predicted the resuilt of protection would
be to stimulate our industries so much
that more factories would arise than
the country could sustain. That would
bring down prices aind ruin the manu-
facturers. If that be the case-and I
believe the hon. gentleman is right-
it would be the concern of those gentle-
men who are asking for protection at
the present time. Prices would be
brought down, and consumers would
get the benefit of cheaper goods than
they now have. It would simply re-
inove the competition from the Ameri-
can manufacturers to our own, the
consumers receiving the benefit all the
same, but the country being enriched
by the industries. The Finance Minis-
ter should ascertain, if possible, what
articles are being slaughtered in our
markets, what industries are thus being
crushed out in our midst, what enter-
prises could be successfully fostered in
this country, and thon frame a tariff
that would be defensive in its nature.
He, being the champion of our interests,
should use, not offensively but defen-
sively, the weapon that has been placed
in his hands in order to prevent the
life-blood of this countrv being drawn
from it. I have confidence that he
will arrive at a conclusion on this
point. I know the difficulty ho will
have in satisfying all parties, but we
hould keep in mind the fact that we

are one people, and when one of our
industries prospers all must benefit,

while if one languishes all must suffer
more or less.

I would remind the hon. gentlemen
from the Maritime Provinces that
Ontario is not given up to naiufac-
turing. That interest hears but a
small proportion to others in this Pro-
vince. It is the same in Quebec.
That being the case, what is to pre-
vent Halifax under a protective tariff
from having its manufactories? What
is to prevent the establishment of indus-
tries in St. John, Charlottetown, and the
other towns of the Maritime Provinces?
Protection does not mean Ontario's in-
terests at the sacrifice of the interests
of the Maritime Provinces. Ji is to
stimulate the manifactur'es of this Do-
minion irrespective of Provinces; but if
any part of Canada conhl more success-
fuil comnpete in our markets I think
it is Nova Scotia aind 1New, Brunswick,
from the fact that they have coal and
iron lying side by side. They would
be able to manufacture cheaply and
compote with Ontario.

It is well known that we pay a cash bo-
nus to the inhabitants of other countries
to come into Canada hnd settle in our
midst. It is a fact that some of those
who have been thus induceod to
emigrate to Canada have been
compelled from want of employment
to which they have been accustomed
to go to the -United States. I believe
by a defeisive tariff you would not have
to pay to bring those men here. Adopt
it and you will find the steai whistle
of our factories will be the eall for
them to come.

The other year the Finance Miinister
in revising the tariff gave some
encouragenient to our industry which
it never had before. The result was
that a thousand men who were engaged
in that industry in Gernany were
literally transportad, by the change in
the tariff, to Canada and set to work
here. The cost of the article was not
increased one iota, and Canada got all
the benefit. The middlmen suffered
a diminution of profits; but for them
nobody seems to care much, the
producer and consumer receiving all
the sympathy. It is inevitable that
a like result would flow to other
manufactures under the same policy.
If the Finance Minister finds such is
the case, I trust that the wisdom which
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led him to yie)4 that point will
induce him to grant the saie
to other industries, and that no sec-
tionalisin will tie his hands. I hope
that other hon. gentlemen will speak
on this subjeet, and whether the Com-
mittee is appointed or not, the inter-
change of views will lead the Finance
Minister to bring in a taritf whieh will
redound to the prosperity of the whole
Dominion.

Mr. CURRIER-The hon. nember
for Bothwell did me the honour to place
my name on this Committee without
consulting me, for which honour I am
thankful to him. I rise now to ask
the hon. gentleman to withdraw my
naine from the Committee. The reason
is that I have a suspicion that the re-
port which it wi4l make to the House
is a foregone conclusion. I have not
the saine excuse for declining to act
that the hon. member for Montreal
West bas; I ar not engaged in pro-
mulgating a tariff. 1 hope my hon.
friend from Bothwell will consent to
the withdraval of ny naine froin the
Committee.

Mr. OLIVER-*I think this Commit-
tee would do a vast amount of good in
investigating the commercial depres-
sion whieh seems to exist in the Iomin-
ion at the present time. The repôrt
of the Comimittee of this House on the
manufacturing interests of Canada fur-
nished valuable information to the
country. The Finance Minister, I have
no doubt, has ail the information con-
nected with the depression of trade;
and I have no doubt he lias, in his wis-
dom, devised some remedy for it, but
the report of this Committee will be
fuller and give more inf'ormation than
his statement.

I am sorry my hon. friend from
Ottawa has refused to act on this Con-
mittee, for he is the representative of
an interest in this country which is of
immense dimensions - I mean the
lumber trade. I think some gentleman
connected with that interest ought to
be on this Committee. He need not be
alarmed about the report they will
bring down,for it will no doubt contain
the evidence and statements on which
it is based.

I was rather startled by the speech
»f the hon. member for Brant, who

Mr. PATTERSON.

wishes to fl this country with facto,
ries. I would like that, too, if we had a
market for the consumption of the
manufactured articles. The repre-
sentatives of the cities have either
directly or indirectly advocated pro-
tection, but the hon. member for Brant
wants a defensive policy, which in my
opinion amounts to the sanie thing.
Well, Sir, what does protection mean
if it does not signi fy that a greater
price is to be given by the consumer to
the manufacturer for manufactured arti-
cles? The agricultural interest in this
country has not the same opportunity to
make their influence felt as the manufac-
turers and commercial mon. They have
no organization except a few Granges
in the west of the Province, and they
do not make their power felt by means
of the press, and on the floor of this
Houise. It is presumed, because they
do not come in hundreds and wait in
deputations daily upon the Finance
Minister, they are willing to accept
a protective duty, but this is not the
case. The farmers are the most num-
erous class, and their interest is mor*
important than any other; and because
they do not act as I have mentioned, it
is assumed that they are in favodr of
protection. It is amusing, therefore,
to notice, that in the meetings of
Boards of Trade and manufacturers,
the first resolution generally expresses
the opinion that the fi:rming interest
will -be benefitted by suich a policy.

An lon. Member-So they will be.
Mr. OLIVEIR-Why do they not

allow them to state their own opinions?
Why should the manufacturer and the
inerchant asume this office for a eom-
munity whose interests they do not
understand ? One statenient lias beei
made by my hon. friend froi Hamil-
ton, and. I think. by ny hon. friend
froin West Montreal, and I believe, also
by the last speaker, my hon. friend
froin Brant, that the Aniericanis have
made of Canada a slaughtor market-a
common expressiin at meetings of
Boards of Trade and manufacturers.
This is, however, denied by my hon.
friend froin Centre Toronto, who
declares that English and not American
manufactured goods are slaughter'ed on
the market of Canada. I take it for
granted, that with the extensive com
mercial experience of my hon. friend

$#FMim.
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from Centre Toronto, and his intimate
knowledge of both the marts of
America and Great Britain-

Mr. MACDONALD-Mr. Speaker,
I wish to make an explanation. I
only referred to a certain class of goods.
I did not undertake to speak of lines
of which I know nothing.

Mr. OLIVER-Of course, I accept
the correctiojl.

American commercial men of higI
standing could never have one price for
the foreign and another for the home
market. He could not entertain such
an impression; it was impossible. A
statement has been made by my hon.
friend from Brantford, to the effect
that an Ogdensburg morchant obtained
goods at a low rate by deputing a Can-
adian merchant to make the purchases
in his own country. I am glad that
the hon. member explained that this
was not to his own personal know-
ledge; for it was so absurd that no one
having the most limited knowledge of
commercial transactions could credit
such an assertion at ail.

Reference was made to my hon.
friend' from Montreal West as being
very much engaged in the revision of
the tariff; but my hon. friend cor-
rected hilnself, and said that he was
occupied answcring communications
with regard to the tariff, and had not
time to act on the Committee. A great
many gentlemen, not only in, but out
of the fouse, may have their opinions
in this regard. Every manufacturer,
doubtless, in the country is exercising
his influence in this ceonnection, and
my hon. friend from Hiamilton. has
some idea as to what ought to be
brought down. Many members in the
House have alleged that certain influ-
ences brought about this depresion, and
my hon. friend from South Woterloo
declared that it was due to the great
expansion which took place in the busi-
ness of the country. 1 believe that is
correct ; this great expansion occurred
during the last five or six years, and I
have no hesitation in directly charging
this state of things upon the whole-
!ale merchants who have imported so
heavily, being determined to make
their fortuBné rai dly. These import-
_eÊs, by means of travellers who visited
every hamlet and village in the coun-

try, forced their goods upon rural mer-
chants until they were hampered with
stocks they could not dispose of. In
consequence, the retailer was unable to
meet his obligations, and these difficul-
ties have impairod business, which was
condueted on tnsound commercial prin-
ciples. Thon these reckless wholesale
importers came to the Finance Minister
and asked him to step between them
and rin. I know a house in Toronto
which does not tise travellers and is
properly managed ; its cash receipts for
last month were larger than for Jan-
uary, 1875. Hon. members have said
the depression has extended to the
agricultural interest, but I am prepared
to declare, so far as my section is con-
cerned, at all events, that the farmers
were never in a botter tinancial condi-
tion. The truth is, we now manufac-
turc more than we are able to con-
sume ; and why should a protective
policy be followed ? Can we not pro-
duce as cheaply as the Americans with
17½ per cent. duty and freight in our
favor ? Can any reason be offered to
the contrary ? I think not. I know
manufacturers who are protected with
a virtual 50 per cent. duty, but I have
no doubt they are petitioning for an
increase ;-if they were given 100 per
cent. they would not be satisfied. It
has been said by my hon. friend from
Hamilton, while advocating protection,
that the manufactures of the United
States are displacing those of Great
Britain ; but is this an argument for
protection ? It is not. If we pay the
money to the Americans, wbat differ-
ence does it make to us? Of course it
is desirable to send as mach cash as
possible to the motier country ; but
we all know as commercial men, and
no one botter than my hon. friend from
Hamilton, that business would not be
conducted upon sound principles unless
the purchaser goes to the cheapest
market. If such displacement is a faet,
it is for the English manufacturer to
look after his own interests. We do
not hesitate to sell wheat, barley and
wool to the Americans, so long as the
gold is forthcominig, and why should
we not purchase articles from thenh,
too. An unfortunate Treaty was
before this country last year, proposing
to place a number of our manufactures
upon the same footing with tihose of
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the States, and what was the result ?
Our manufacturers and an infiuential

portion of the press cried out against
it. What are you going to do for the
farmer and the miner? My lion. friend
from Cumberland says the Noya
Scotian coal interest is languishing, and
in a general systen of protection it
must be considerad. What would be
the result? The poople of Ontario
would have to pay duty for their im-
ported coal. The fariner must also be
protected, thus increasing the price of
breadstuffs for the people in the eastern
sections of the Dominion. The pro-
posed duty upon Aierican corn would
be against the western farmer, who
feeds it to his stock, taking it in ex-
change for his own products. It is
urged that the tea importing interest
has suffered through the abolition of
the 10 per cent duty, but I hold that
the great consuîming public has been
benefitted. I am a Free Trader to a
certain extent.

Hon. Members-Hear! hear!

Mr. OLIVEI-The present dutios
are suficient to encourage our manu-
factures, but if necessities require
further taxation, I will not say that I
would not support any governmental
policy brought down. I do not
doubt the Finance Minister will be
able to shew that it is in the
interests of the people ot this country,
and as far as I am concerned, he must

p rove this before ho gets my vote.
It is wrong in principle to build up one

class of the community at the expense
of another. It should be remembered
that the portion of the people asking
for an inereased tariff has but a small
interest in this country. The true
policy is to buy in the cheapest and
seil in the dearest market.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--Will my lion.
friend answer a question ? Am I right
in my recollection that he accompanied
me as one of a deputation to urge
upon a former Finance Minister the
imposition of protective duties upon a
number of articles ?

Mr. OLIVER-Yes; I went with
the hon. member to ask for the levy of
duties upon American produce coming
into this country--flour and coal.

Hon. Mr. TUPPEb-And sait.

Mr. OLIVER.

Mr. OLIVER-And sait.
Hon. Members--lear, hear.
Mr. OLIVER-The experience of

one year was such, I am willing to
confess-and I hope the lion. gen-
tleman who has put the question will
make a similar confession-that I
was convinced the experiment was
a failure. When I found I was
mistaken it was my duty asan honour--
able man to retrace my steps. I did
so, and that was the end of it so far as I
was concernied.

My lion. friend, the Finance Minis.-
ter, has been tauntod to-night with
changing his fiscal policy last year.
He forgets, however, that a former
Financial Minister also changed his
tiscal policy-not iii a week--but in half
an hour. That change was brought
about by the hon. menber who put
the question to me just now, and was
iii accordance with the influence he
wields over men at all times when
they corne in contact with him. I
hope the explanation is satisfactory.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The recollec-
tion of the hon. gentleman is not
accurate. He has not donc justice to
him self. le did not wait a year to
ascertain what the result of his policy
would be. After going with me as a de-
putation to the Finance Minister, when
that hon. gentleman brought down his
policy in accordance with his recom-
mandations, the hon. gentleman voted
againîst it.

Mr. OLIVER-That is a statement
which is not correct, Mr. Speaker.
When the Hon. Finance Minister came
down with his first fiscal policy, wheat,
flour and coal were mentioned as bear-
ing a duty. When the change took
place, wheat was left out. Why ?
Simply to benefit some prominent
supporters of the Government at that
time, who had a large milling interest
in the country. The hon. member for
Glengarry, who is now Lieut.-Governor
of Ontario, introduced a motion to the
effect that if wheat was allowed to
come into the country free of duty,
flour also should be undatiable. I voted
for that motion, and that was the- only
vote I gave against the policy of Sir
Francis Hineks at that time.

Mr. WORKMAN-The lion. gentle-
man from Oxford has given us a
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leeture upon the proper manner in
which to conduet mercantile business.
I have hald a little experience, and I
should like to answer an assertion
-which the hon. gentleman made. With
reference to a statement of mine made
yesterday, lie said it was quite absurd
for any one to say that Canada was
made a slaughter market for the United
States. In proof of imy assertion I
shal1 state one fact. About five months
ago, uy firn in Montreal received a
communication fron a manufacturing
.establishment in Pennsylvania asking
us to become their agents, at any price,
fo the sale of an article in Canada.
We were thon acting as the agents of
an English bouse for the same
description of goods. I declined the
offer, giving as the reason that we were
already engaged by another firn.
In reply they said:

4 We arc very anxious to get possession of
the Canadian market. We will send you a
quantity of our goods ; we don't care what
price you realize for them. If the English
goods are selling for 15 cts, sell ours for 14
ts ; if at 12 ets, sell ours for 11 ots. We are

determined to get the Canadian market."

I then wrote the conditions under
which we would accept a consignment.
At the end of the month when
the account was sent out to ie
agent iii New York, I supposed
that the result of this first in-
stalment would satisfy him as to the
undesirableness of the Canadian market.
But he acknowledged the receipt,
expressed his thanks for the business
like manner in which the transaction
had been conducted, and enquired if
we would take another consigninent.
This consignment came, and theprices
Were so reduced that the English article
was driven out of the market. After
the third month's account had been
rendered, they expressed theinselves
delighted with tlie Canadian market,
and coatinued to send their goods to a
large extent. That is the position
assumed by Pennsylvanian manufac-
turers towards us. If my bon. friend
would like to see the invoice, I shall be
happy to furnish it to him.

iMr. GORDON-This subject, Mr.
.8peaker,has been discussed very largely
from the importers and the manufac-
turers' point of view. The problem of
the depression is easily solved in my

mind. It is the -same cause which
operated in London in 1873, when the
pressure of the banks was brought to
bear on certain branches of trade, and
financial difûiculty vas the result. The
agricultural question has not been dis-
cussed much during this debate, and I
may recall to the remembrance of the
House that seventy-five per cent. of
the whole population are engaged in
that interest, whereas the mercantile
and manufacturing interests represent
only five per cent. I apprehend that
any legislation that would tend to
injure the agricultural interests would
be detrimental to the general well-
being of the whole Dominion. With
permission, 1 shall lay before the
House a few li ts to prove that interest
is not suffering at the present time.

The wealth of this country is repre-
sented by several leading articles-
oats, barley, wheat, corn, peas and but-
ter. The exports of the article of wheat
last year amounted to 1,233,955 bush-
els more than the imports. This shows
that the wheat interest requires no
protection, because we produce more
th an we require for consumption.
Barley, which is the next very im-
portant product, exeeeded the imports
last year by 5,419,000 bushels, and for
the present year, up to lst ofJanuary,
the exports reached the enormous
quantity of 8,530,000 bushels; and up
to the 30th of June next I think it will
foot up to 10,000,000 bushels. The
imports ofthis article are nil. In the
article of peas we exceeded the imports
by 2,839,000 bushels, and with regard
to butter, we export the immense
quantity of 9,500,000 lbs. Our surplus
oats amounted to nearly 3,000,000 bush-
els, and our imports are also nil. 'The
only article on which the balance seems
to be against the farmer is that of Indian
corn, the exports being 27,000 bushels,
and the imports 4,000,000 bushels.
After considering these facts, I think
the Hlouse will agree with ne that the
farmer stands in need of protection.

Reference has been made to the arti-
cle of cotton, the member for Toronto
Centre stating that the Americans are
obtaining entire control of the market.
Now the reason for this is that the
American article is infinitely superior
to that supplied by British manufac-
turers. The grey cottons of the latter
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have become a pePieet nuisance, and
the consumer is now willing to pay 25 to,
50 per cent. more for American goods.

The hon. meinber for Montreal West
called attention yesterday to the im-
mense advantages the United States
had derived from protection during
the last ten or fifteen years. The
facts, however, jo not bear out his
statement. In 1860 the shipping trade
of the United States, before the protec-
tive tariff, was 74 per cent. of the
whole trade of the country. In 1873
it was reduced to 28 per cent. Froi
the year 1860 to 1873, I find that the
price of twelve leading commodities
increased 92 per cent. ; and during the
same time the value of labour increased
only 60 per cent., which gives a balance
of 32 per cent. against the consumer.
If protection had been the blessing
described, a convention of farmers
which was recently held in Illinois
would not have passed unanimous
resolutions in favour of free trade as
the only sound policy. I think the
majority of the agriculturists are
convinced that protection would not
benefit the great bulk of the population.
1 hope wise cotnsels will prevail in our
dealings with this subject, and that the
claims of a few gentlemen representing
the manifacturing and marcantile
interests will not be entertained to the
detriment. of the farming interest.

I have been identified vith agricul-
tural interests from my youth, and I
now represent one of the most flourish-
ing agricultural constituencies in
Canada. I think it is due to the far-
mers to stty that there is no foundation
for the attempt that is made by some
persgns to represent them as an injured
class. They grow more than the
country is able to consume, and it will
be hard to convince them that it is in
their interest that a protective policy
should be inaugurated,

Mr. McGREGOI -- I hope this
motion will pass, and I will reserve
what I have to say for the Committee.
The principal produce of the country I
represent is corn. If any interests in
this country are to be proteeted, the
farmers of the west should also receive
the benefit of the policy.

Mr. ROCHESTER-I think the
Vettilation of this question in the

Mr. GORDON.

louse is of more value than the report
of the Committee. The whole diffi-
culty can be sammed up in a very few
words---over-importation and over-pro-
duction. I am very glad to see there
has been a decrease in the production
of sawn lumber, the principal market
for which is the United States. I am
also pleased to know that there is a
great reduetion in importations, from
which beneficial results must flow.

I cannot agree with the hon. member
for Bothwell, with regard to what he
says of the balance of trade. It looks
to me improbable, while the balance is
so largely against us, that we can be
prosperous.

The hon. member for Oxford says
protectioni means high prices. Per-
haps to some little extent he is correct
in that, but it is not so as a general
rale. It has been stated to-night that
the manuficturers of the United States
find a market for their surplus pro-
ductions. This is a simple business.
If the manufacturers of Canada found
themselves in the same position they
would take the same course. None of
them would cut down prices at home.
They would prefer to send their sur-
plus produets to foreign markets, and
sell them at a sacrifice abroad.

It has been said that we cannot com-
pete with the manufacturers of the
United States. We certainly cannot
in every article, nor is this to be won-
dered at, our country being younger
than theirs. Our neighbors not only
compete with England in many arti-
cles, but even surpass them, especially
in machincrv. Thle reason is that in
every town and hamlet in the country
where there is a factory, there is a
machinist who makes a speciality of
some particular piece of machinery,
and perfects it to the utmost of his
skill.

While I am neither, strictly speak-
ing, a Free Trader nor a Proteationist,
I believe that we have a right to pro-
tect our manufacturers.to a certain ex-
tent. If we do not, we must expect a
continuance of our prosent condition.

Mr. McDOUGALL, (Elgin)---I think
if there was no other ground
for this motion, the debate which it has
produced justifies its introduction. ýI
do hot undestand it to afllim that
6ither free-trade or protection is cor-
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rect, but that a depression exists, the
causes of whieh should, if possible, be
discovered. I must, say here that I do
not believe, as some gentlemen
represent, the country to be in such a
deplorable condition. We are at peace
with all the world, there is io war or
desolation in the land, and the agri-
cultural community is in a very
prosperous condition. Providence has
blessed us with a bountiful harvest,
and if money is searce we have the
materials which bring money in abun-
dance in the country. I think this
House should have all the information
that can be collected concerning a mat-
ter of such vital importance, and if a
policy is to be adopted it will be for
this House to consider what it shall be.
We have now a policy which is part
free-trade and part protective. What
would be the effect of a protective
policy? Its real object would be to
prevent importation, and if so, what
woald .be the effect to the revenue'?
I ask the Finance Minister, who has to
p rovide for a deficit-if there be one-

ow is he to supply the revenue of the
country if the sources of taxation are
entirely removed? The manufacturers
urge that they deserve encouragement
and protection. I do not understand
that there are any hon. gentlemen here
who array themselves against the man-
ufacturers, nor that the mover of this
resolution had any unkind feeling or so
expressed himself with reference to
these industries. I think that all in-
dustries deserve encouragement, and I
believe that the burden of taxation
should be generally distributed so as
to bear an equal proportion on all
interests involved. Ido not believe in
one interest benefiting itself at the
expense of others.

I infer from the statements of some
hon. gentlemen during this debate that
they believe it is within the power of
the Government and this House to
relieve the financial depression. I
believe it has been brought about by
causes over which this fHouse has no
control.' We have had a tiie of ex-
ceeding prosperity, over-trading has
been the result, and the true remedy is
economy and industry on the part of
the people of this country. This is not
the only experience we have had of
the same kind. I believe we have had

9

it at <ther times to a greater extent,
and it is the result of cause-s which I
have indicated. I am willing to render
the G'4overn ment all the aid and support
I possibly can if it is in their power to
relieve that distress in any possible
way. I will not adhere to any prin-
ciple as a bard and fixed rule, if I see
that by departing from it. and cir-
cumstances demanded that departure,
I could agree tO it. I believe
the Government are desirous. as
far as they cai, to meet the
wants of the countrv. I believe that
the Finance Minister will do al] he
possibly can to this end, compatible
with the general Aiterests of all. I do
iot think it is possible for the Govern-
ment to make people ricli or relieve
distress to as great art extent as some
people think, as the hon. gentlemen
on the Opposition side of the House
say they are capable of doing and are
liable for.

Mr. GILMOUR-1 hio waited pa-
tiently for some gentleman from the
Lower Provinces to speak on this sub-
ject. The debate is nearly closed, and
it appears to me that some of these
representatives should have expressed
an opinion. Tie debate anticipates the
report of the Committee, and it is not
the question before the House. The
only good I imagine can result from
the enquiry is to counteract the im-
pression very industriously circulated
in the Lower Provinces that the present
Government is responsible for the de-
pressed state of the country. Their
predecessors were undoubtedly pros-
perous, and there bas been a very great
change. It bas been very industriously
circulated that the Government is re-
sponsible for it, and the masses, without
very much reflection, think it must be
s0.

The cry for help seems to come from
the manufacturera only, and they form
but a small portion of the Dominion.
I am surprised at it, because they are
the most wealthy class of our popula-
tion in proportion to their numbers.
How do they expect to get it ?
The drift of the whole argument
in favour of that relief is that the
consumer must put his band in
his, pocket and help them. The de-
pressed state of trade is the result of
over-production. Several hon. gentle-
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men have complained that the Ameri-
cans cone here and make a slaughter
market of the -Dominion. I am satis-
fied it is not a legitimate trade; but if
they are comrpelled to come and give
us their goods at less than what they
cost, that will not impoverish but help
us. If they gave us them for nothing,
would it hurt us ? Certainly not. Cet
them as cheap as you can. I grant
it does not help the manufacturers, but
they must look out for themselves. It
is wrong to tax other interests to sup-
port them. One of the largest inter-
-ests in the Dominion-the lumber
trade-suffers more severely than any,
and yet they do not ask for legislation to
help them, although they have to pay
duties on the articles entering into
their industry, and yend entirely on
the sale of their products to sustain
their business. I am sure Ontario will
not sustain a protective policy. 1 con-
fess this policy looks like the entering
wedge, and that the national policy is
to be revived. It may suit certain par-
ties, but it will not satisfy the Domin-
ion ; and I trust the Government will
not adopt it. If these mannfacturers
are not able to sustain the business in
which ,they are engaged, they must
find something else to do, and invest in
something that will pay them. One
wants one duty-anothei, another duty;
and one desis es a duty on corn be-
cause it enters into the manu-
facture of whiskey. We import
corn very largely into the Lower Pro-
vinces, where it is an article of food.
We make no whiskey of it.

This defensive system just means
protection. I have confidence that the
Administration will do what is fair. I
am satisfied they have a policy, and do
not depend for one upon this Com-
mittee. I do not believe the resolution
is a want of confidence motion, but if
it is, I will vote against it. I have
not yet lost cc nfidence in the Govern-
ment. I wish to tell the House and
country, that the Maritime Provinces
-are not in favour of a protective tariff,
but they are willing to contribute to
the revenue, so far as the interests of
the country require.
- On motion of Hon. Mr. POPE. the
debate was adjourned

The House adjourned at Eleven p.m.

Mr. GILoLa.

ILOUSE OF COMMONS.

FRtAv, Feb. 18, 1876.
Tbe SPEAKER took the Chair at Five

minutes past Three p.m.

PUBLI ACCOUNTS.

Mr. YOUNG moved that the Public
Accounts for the fiscal year ending the
30th June, 1875, be referred to the
Select Standing Conmittee on public
Accounts.-Carried.

SALARIES OF COUNTY COURT JUDGES.

Hon. -Mr. BLAKE moved for a Com-
mittee of the Whole for Tuesday to
consider certain resolutions respecting
the salaries of the County Court
Judges in the Province of Nova Scotia.
Mr. Blake stated that the resolutions
were the same as last year.-Carried.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS OF PENITEN-
TIARIES.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved that the
Blouse do, on Tuesday next, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole
iHouse to consider of the following re-
solution:

" That it is expedicat to provide that the
Assistant Inspectore of Penitentiaries, to be
appointed under the Bill intituled " An Act
to provide for the appointment of Assistant
Inspectors of Penitentiaries in Manitoba and
British Columnbia," shall each receive a salary
not exceeding two huudred and fifty dollars
per annum and travelling expenses, to be
determined by the Gooeror in Council."

Carried.
CRIMINAL STATISTICS.

Hon. Mr. BLAKEÀ moved that the
louse do, on Taesday next, resolve

itself into a Committee of the Whole
lousé to consider of the following re-

solution:
" That it is expedient to provide that the

Minister of Agriculture, or such other Minister
as is mentioned In the Bill intitùled 4" Ai Act
to make provision for the Collection and Regis-
tration of the Criminal Statistirs of Canada,"
shall cause to be p dd out of any moneys
which may be provided by Parliament forthat
purpose, to any Clerk, Officer or Sheriff filling
up and ti ansmitting the schedules required
under the first section of the raid Bill the sum
of , and the furthbr sum
of for eaehd com-
prised in suoh schedules; and to any.ogicer
transmitting the returns required under the
second section thereof the sum of

Carried.
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THE ESTIMATES.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT presented
ýa Message from his Excellency the
Governor General, transmitting the
estimates for the year ending June 30,
1877.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT inoved
that the Message, together with the
Estimates accompanying it, be referred
to the Committee of Supply.-Carried.

THE BUDGET.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked when the
Finance Minister proposed to bring
down his Budget?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-1 cannot
give my hon friend that information
now, but I will give it to him as early
as possible.

SUPPLY.

On motion of lon. Mr. Cartwright,
the House went into Comminttee of
Supply-Mr. Scatcherd in the Chair.

Item No. 2, Governor's Secretary's
office, $8,150, was passed.

The Committee rose and reported
the resolution.

TUE FINANCIAL DEPRESSION.

Mr. JONES (Leeds), resumed the
adjourned debate on the motion of Mr.
Milis, for the appointment of a Select
Committee to enquire into the causes
of the present financial depression. He
said- think this motion is the most
extraordinary one I have ever seen. I
don't know what we have been brought
here for if it is sto be allowed by the
Government. I don't know what those
hon. gentlemen have been doing
for the last year, or what the
Blue Books mean, if they require
this information. As a manufacturer
of twenty-five year's standing, I
think I may be allowed to make a
few remarks with regard to the policy
which has been brought into this debate,
not that I believe this to be the correct
time to do so. This discussion should
take place on the Budget, but since it
bas not, I may be allowed to say some-
thing on the subject. This country
should have some fixed policy, instead
of a tariff which changes from time to
time. I do not, understand what the
rulers of this country have been
about, not only for the last two
years, but for the last twenty years,

in not having fixed a tariff to promote
our industries. Can you expect capi-
talists in a land like this, with a com-
paratively small population, scattered
along the line of a country ten times
as populous, to establish manufactures,
when one year the tariff may be
twenty, and the next fifteen per cent.?
We have heard hon, gentlemen rise in
this flouse and speak for half an hour,
and when they sat down we could not
tell whether they were Free-Traders or
Protectidnists. It is this incidental
protection which has left this country
in its present position. It has been
said, why should the people of
Canada put their hands into their
pockets and pay the manufacturers
a certain sum of money ? I ask
do these gentlemen think the manufac-
turers are beggars ? Do they see us
petitioning this House for relief ? The
request comes from the Dominion
Board of Trade, not one third of which
is composed of manufacturers. The
others are wholesale merchants, farm-
ers, etc. The truth is, our interests
must all be blended in one. The hon.
meniber for North York says " ifa poll
"were taken to-morrow in Ontario and
"Quebec on this question, the verdict
"would be in favor of free trade." I be-
lieve the result would be very different,
and that the gentlemen on the Treasury
benches who are Free Traders would be
ousted. I represent a farming con-
stituency with 25,000 inhabitants, and
though the Globe warns those who
represent the farmers in this House
against declaring themselves adverse to
free rade, I say I am a Protectionist-
I stand here to advocate a national
policy, and a tariff which will not be
changed from year to year, as may
be thought necessary by those
who favour incidental protection.
The man who opposed me in my
election, when ho saw how the wind
blew, trimmed his sails accordingly,
and said he was a Protectionist; but
notwithstanding this policy-of course
I say nothing against him personally
-1. carried the election in a constit-
uency, which the Globe, and other
papers in sympathy with it, contended
was, as containing a farming popula-
tion, . opposed to protection. We
must all, however, be blended into
one, and adopt a system whioh rill
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make all prosperous. It has been said
by the hon. member for Bothwell, that

*the protective principle in other coun-
tries is not beneficial, but I suppose
that the hon. member wishes to baek
down on the word " principle." He is
a little theoretical, and what we need
is more practical and less of theoretical
legislation. I would askhim to glance
at the old world in a practieal way;
and lie will find that England, under
protection, grew to the power, station.
and might she has attained; while on
the Continent, France, under the
same principle, has paid an extiaordin-
ary indemnnity in connection with the
Franco-German war. Again, come
nearer home, and what do we see? The
United States may not be flourishing
at present, but she has passed throngh
a terrifie struggle, in whieh everything
was exhausted ; she is endeavouring to
come back to a specie basis ; and yet
in the face of all lier difficulties, with
a high protective tariff in a great
many staple articles, she is underselling
the whole world beside. As has been
so forcibly stated by the hon. members
for Hamilton and Montreal West, she
is doing so in cotton, hardware, wool-
lens, and in the staples of iron and
steel-I arm obliged to use a great
deal of steel, which for the past twenty-
five years I have purchased in Eng-
land, and still 1 am forced to
go to the United States for a
portion of the steel I require. It is an
acknowledged fact, that great Sheffield
manufacturers cannot supply steel and
iron at the same price as Americans.
One of the oldest of these houses on
November lst, 1875, writes me :
"We see that American fork steel is
"now much reduced in price; in fact,
"lower than we can afford to sell it
"for, at present." This shows, Sir,

'that though they make a speciality of
bar steel, and though the bouses have
been established for centuries, it is
acknowledged that in connection with
such a staple, even Sheffield itself,
under the great Free Trade principles
of Great Britain, the Americans are
able to undersell in a British
Colony; and not only is this case in
this article, but in many others, such as
iron, cotton, woollen goods, &c. Now,
how do our neighbours manage their
affairs ? Do not they give every

Mt. joo5.

facility for the prosecution of enter-
prizes in their country ? With regard
to their bonded system-

Mr. -MILLS-I would like to know
what that is.

Mr. JONES-Yes, possibly the hon.
member for Bothwell would. I do not
believe that ho does know.

Under their bonded system, they
import froin Sweden and Norway large
quantities of iron at a very heavy rate
of duty ; and then it is rolled into.
sheets, strips, and bars, or very roughly
manufactured. They allow this to be
done in bond, when the articles are
exported to this or any other country,
utilizing their labor for the benefit of
their farmers aud the population
generally. So with the drawback
system. Regarding every article manu-
factured in the United States, when
sent here, the duties levied on the
component parts are returned. I can
make a dozen of shovels as cheaply as
they can be turned out in any other
country, and I ship them to British
Columbia in the face of tho San
Francisco market; and a great
American tirm which makes the.
enormous quantity of four hundred
dozen of shove!s a day, when
they ship them to the Dominion,
are paid back the duties received on
such exports, obtaining in fact $1 per
dozen, actually a fair profit. What
have we done during the last twenty
years ? We have quarrelled amongst
ourselves when we should have looked
at the great interests of the country.
I do not care what party is in power ;
so long as they are faithfuil and true to
our flag, and so long as they act justly
and rightly on the floor of this House,
they shall have my true and loyal sup-
port. Who pays the great proportion
of our duties ? You would imagine
that the farmers did so, judging from
the remarks made in this House; but J
contend that this is not the fact-they
are not the great consumers, but the
great producers. If they buy luxuries,
they must pay for them like other
people. They produce home-made goats,
such as I we'ar here to-day, and flax,
woollens, hides, and everything they
require ; but they do not pay taxes in
proportion to the other sections of the
population-the labourers, the mechan-
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îcs, the merchant princes, the million-
aires, &c. If we only build up our
manufacturing industries, and do not
shut our eyes to the fact that we have
forty millions of people on the other
side of the line, with a barricade
against us which will never be opened,
we will adopt a proper policy. We
have been looking for a change during
the past ten or fifteen years. I re-
member in 1865, that I walked down
from the back seats of the Parliament
in Quebec to Sir John A. Macdonald-
the Reciprocity Treaty had been abol-
ished-and said, "Sir John, I think
" that this is a good time to prepare
"a tariff, wbich will build up our
"industries." What did the hon.
gentleman say ? " Wait a little.
"Wait a year or two, we will get back
" reciprocity." It has been waiting
from that day to this; and you will be
waiting many a long day before you get
it from these high-minded merchants of
the United States. They have kicked
and euffed and knocked us about in
every wav, from pillar to post, and
have aughed at us in their sleeves;
they think that we are fools. Talk of
retaliation, and the consequent irrita-
tion some think it would produîce
amongst the Americans. Why, when
we adopt a defensive policy, they will
begin to think a little of us, and say
we are business men, and not before.
How have they treated us during the
last ten or fifteen years? Have they
done what is right, true, or honest?
Have they carried out the Washington
Treaty in regard to our canals? Do
they not charge a duty in regard to
fish oils, as well as in that paltry mat-
ter of lobster tins? We are similarly
situated, as far as manufacturing powers
are concerned, to the United States-
indeed, I think we are better situated.
In the Eastern States, in Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Rhode Island and Maine,
they have good water power, but no
,coal or iron. Yet the East is the
great manufacturing centre of the
country. How are we situated? In
the Lower Provinces, in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, we have, am
at Boston, connection with the
sea, and coal and iron lying side
by side, and I believe with a proper
system, with a true national policy
persisted in for ton or fifteen years,

instead of the dilly-dallying policy
now pursued, we could manufacture as
cheap and make the country as great
as the United States. The highmind-
edness of the people across the lines,
which has been so often talked about,
was exemplified yesterday by the hon.
member for Montreal West. I eau
mention here an instance of their
efforts to undersell us which came
under my own observation. In a hard-
ware shop in Detroit J saw an article
selting at $9 gold, which they were
delivering at Windsor to Canadian
merchants at $7.20. When I travel,
Sir, I blush for my country, which has
had railroads for twenty-five years,
and still imports rails, locomotives,
axles, cranks and all the other things
needed. In the Dominion now we
have but one small locomotive com-
pany at Kingston, which is kept alive
by a sop thrown to it now and then.
If a sound policy had been pursued
millions of dollars for wages in this
industry would have been .diffused
throughout the country. But the
effect of the policy adopted by the
Government has been to cripple the
railroad, manufacturing, mercantile,
mechanical and farming interests, for
I hold that they are all blended
together, and that when one flourishes
the other flourishes, and vice versa.

The hon. member for Bothwell said
he did not see why a duty should be
placed on the agricultural products. I
don't think there should be a duty on
rye, oats, wheat and perhaps upon flour,
because we raise good wheat and can
manufacture flour to compete with
other countries. But, in this connec-
tion, we must remember that the Grand
Trunk and Great Western Railroad&
will deliver a cargo of flour from
Michigan to Montreal or Halifax as
eheap as they will to Toronto, Oshawa,
or Whitby. This should be remedied
by the legislation which was promised
last year in the Railway Committee.
The matter should be regulated by
pro rata rates, there should be no dif-
ference.

On the article of corn I think there
should be a duty. We grow a con-
siderable quantity in the Western
country, but not sufficient for the dis-
tilleries, in whose interest the duty of"
10 ets a bushel was taken off. If we

The Pinancil Depre38don. 121



122 The Financial

-ware to have a protective tariff we
-might have to pay a little more than
we do now for some things, but I don't
see why we should not have the same
patriotism and desire for the advance-
ment of our country as the United
States have. See what love they have
for their country. They bear the
duty placed on those things ; but what
is the consequence ? In many articles
they are underselling us. And I ask
the hon. gentleman if, seeing that the
United States can undersell the world,
whether it would be any disadvantage
to the consuners here to have a high
protective duty ? I believe in a fixed
policy which will build up our indus-
tries. We should encourage our trade
with the West Indies, and have a line
of steamers to effect an excharge of
products. But what has beei the
policy with regard to the West Indies?
Our sugar refining trade is closed by a
duty of 25 per cent, on the raw
material. I sav if we would build up
this country let us carry out our
solein contract in regard to the
Pacific Rail way. We have 1orrowed
moaey on the faith of it from the
British Government, to whoma we are
pleged for its coustruction. It may
not be built in ten, fifteen or even
twenty years, but let us do what we
can. Our canals meet the require-
ments of our own trade for the pre-
sent. Let us drop unnecessary works
in which we are expending large sums.
It may cause an outery here and there,
but the country will be the gainer.
The people of British Columbia do not
insist on the compfetion of the railroad
in ten years so long as we can show an
earnest desire to construct it as fast as
possible. Let us build that road in
advanee of settlement as is done in the
United States, and it will give em-
ployinent to the men who are loitering
about our streets and prosperity to
every interest in the Dominion. I
believe that is the truc policy of iis
country, and I would not like to ,ay
what I believe wiIl be the conseque: t.es

to this country if it is not carried out.
Mr. DAVIES-ln the Maritime

Provinces we have to compete with
the world. Some time ago we had
protection when it was the policy of
the Imperial Government. There was
a protective duty on timber at one
- Mr. ,oNE1S.

time, but since then we have had free-
trade. Our products are now shut
out of the United States, and if, in addi-
tion to that, we have to bolster up
certain industries in Ontario, it would
be hard for us to live. If protection
were adopted as a national policy, I
am not prepared to say that it would
not be good for this country, since the
United States bas prospered under the
system. We should, however, have
the whole or none protected. It is
not fair that one class sbould be pro-
tected at the expense of the others.

There is no doubt that small manu-
facturers, such as I suppose we have
in this country, can compete very well
with large ones. Large manufac-
turers can produce at very much
cheaper rates. Possibly it muay be a
good policy to afford some additional
protection to some of those industries.
That would be a very good subject for
a Committee to inquire into.

In our Province the Government
have been very generous. They not
only admit the Americans to our mar-
hets, but have given up part of our
coasting tiade to the United States
flag. A line of steamers is allowed
to coast to Halifax and various ports
of the Gulf in violation of our navi-
gation laws. I am quite aware this is
an advantage to others who have no
shipping, but it i, very unfair to those
who have. These steamers are
injurious to the Dominion railroad
through the Lower Provinces, and
monopolize to a great extent the
trade which should fall to our own ves-
sels. I think, seeing the United States
have refused to allow a boat of ours to
carry a cargo on their coast, we have
been over-generous in this respect.
Although it is a small matter, it is a
violation of principle. The hon. mem-
ber for Leeds says we should show our
patriotism by agreeing to submit to
protection for the benefit of a certain
class. Now, I cannot see why this
should be done. In Prince Edward
Island we are largely interested in
agriculture. We Nend our products to
the neighboring provinces and En-
gland. I think we may get a good
deal of information from the labors®of
this Committee. If we see clearly it
is neccssary, in order to build up large
manufactures here,that some small pro-
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tection should be afforded, I would not
like to say I would go against giving
them something of the kind, but I
should very much prefer, if we are to
have protection, we should have a
national policy. I am not prepared
to say it would not be the best policy.

Mr. ORTON - It is not my in-
tention to make many remarks on
this subject. The staterment has been
made by some hon. member of this
Hlouse, that the manufacturing and
agricultural interests of our country
are diametricallv opposed to each
other. Representing as I do a large
agricultural constituency, it is my duty
to make a few remarks in that con-
nection. I am not one of those who
have any idea whatever that what will
beŽefit the manufacturers will injure
the agriculturists of this country:
but I believe that what will add to the
prosperity of one will add to the pros-
perity of the other. I am of the
opinion that what will advance the
interests of one section of the iDomin-
ion will be bene'Icially felt by all.
I think we should look back for the last
ten years and consider our position.
When we look at the ag ricultural or
manufheturing i nterests we see that up
to the last fbw years this country has
had an unusual period of prosperity,
and it would he well to seek the cause
of that. I believe our farmers and
manufactures are wea] thier now than
in the days when reciprocity existed
with the United States. But there
came a period when the United States
was disturbed by war, when the com-
mercial power of that country was
crippled; and the consequenes to us
were the same as though protection
existed in this country: it gave our
manufacturers a chance of springing
into existence. There never was so
prosperous a time with our manufac-
turers ; and that prosperity was fur-
ther advanced by the great wars that
afterwards occurred in Europe. What
we have to consider is whether mer-
chants and manufacturers have done
their duty in trying to prevent the
rebound which must be expected after
a period of prosperity brought about by
exceedingly exceptional ci rcumstances?
The present state of things the people
of this country feol is to some extent
chargeable upon the Government en-

trusted with our destinies, and with
the advancement of our agricultural
and manufacturing prosperity. Only
last year our whole trade vas disturb-
ed by the financial policy which
brought ruin to many ; sugar refining
and many other establishments have,
in conisequen(e, been closed, and this
may be traced to the injurious meus-
ures taken by the Hon. the Finance
Minister. It is not my intent ion now
to treat this question extensively, as I
hope to have another opportunity.

lon. gentlemen-Hea r, hear.

Mr. ORTON-But I do say that
hon. gentlemen who hold that a. systeni
which would increase the prosperity of
our manufacturers would injure the
farmers. argue on a false ba-is. I be-
lieve that the farming population is
thoroughly alive to the importance of
any manîufacturing interests. Looking
abroad we see what has occur
ed in sections of other coun-
tries ; and comparing the State
of Massachusetts with Virginia, we
find that the latter possesses a more
prolific soil than perhaps any other
part of this continent, still in the
former where manufactorie, abound,
its rockv soils are cultivated with more
> arofit ilan the rich lands of the South.
Vith the assistance of the manufactur-

ers tbe produce is consumed and to
thie soil is returned its strength and its
virtue. Also, compare even Ireland
with England, and we find the prop-
erty is of very much greater value in
the latter than in the former, simply
because it is a manufacturing country,
while Ireland is not. It is true that
England now pursues a policy of free-
trade ; and it is equally true that she
once exported agricultural produce;
also, that under a protective system
her manufactures and commercial
interests grew tovast importance, con-
sequently the farming interest of the
country was prosperous. In no
country can grain be produced to the
same amount per acre, or a larger
amount be paid for what is produced
than in England and Scotland,
wnile in Ireland the land is not so val-
uable and the better class of it much
scattered. I believe that in a great
agricultural country like this tbe prin-
cipal apology for protection is the pro-
viding of a market for those who have
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made the real wealth of the country.
We shall have distress amongst the
farmers if the system be not changed ;
it is already beginning to show itself
and the /prices of coarser grains
and products are less than they were
two years ago. For instance, beef has
fallen much lower in this relation.
The drovers say that the people being
out of employment cannot pay the
same amount for meat as formerly.
No small blame is in consequence
attached to the policy of the present
Government, and I thought to a cer-
tain extent with great justice. The
manufacture of cheese was greatly
encourgaed by protection. I do not
believe in such encouragement ofmanu-
factures, which cannot prosper here.
If manufacturers are protected, so
should the farmers bo, who should
have the first preference in our market.
Indian corn should be taxed, and our
whiskey made out of rye that we raise.
The increase of our industries, even
with judicious protection, would not
decrease our reverue. I believe that
the Pacifie Railway should be built,
for I have no faith whatever in the
great bug-bear of a large national
debt. It would give employrment to
idie men and during a time ofdepres-
sion railways should be constracted, as
material can then be y urchased cheaply.

Mr. DECOSMOS--I do not believe
that the appointment of the Commit-
tee in question will be productive of
much good.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
IHear, hear.

Mr. iDECOSMOS-1 therefore pro-
pose to offer an amendment to the hon.
gentleman's motion, with the object of
obtaining the sense of the House as to
whether it is in favour of protection, or
a revision of the tariff, or of free-trade.
In doing so, I take occasion to ask the
indulgence of the House for a few mo-
ments in order to make some allusions
to the state of inatters in British Co-
lumbia, where, as far as I am aware.
business bas been in a very healthy
condition during the past year. I am
informed by nerchants from all parts,
that it was never more so; also that
the Dominion revenue in that point,
never reached so high an amount-
over $500,000 between the 1st of Janu-

Mr. ORTON.

ary and December31st, 1875. Our proe-
perity in proportion to our population
has been greater than in any other
section of the Dominion, but I fear
that the depression will reach us dur-
ing the coming year :unless the Gov-
ernment endeavours to carry out the
promise maie to British Columbia in
regard to the construction of the
Pacific Railway.

There is another point in this con-
nection. Our Province ,is the only
part of the Dominion which has the
balance of trade in its favour. It im-
ported during the year ending 30th
of Jane to'75, $2,490,593 worth of mer-
chandise, and exported to $2,824,812
worth of prolucts, with foreign goods
to the value of $50,00. The balance
of trade is in its favour, without taking
into consid3ration the large sum of
money, possibly half a million, in
the shape of goli carried away
by parties leaving the Province. This
leaves about $35),000 to the credit
of our Province. When we take the
Province of Prince Edward Island,with
a population of 100,000 we find that the
balance of trade is against it to the
extent of $600,000. It is against Mani-
toba to the extent of $700,000, New
Brunswick $3,000,000, and so dn. I
may, therefore, conclude this point by
saying it affords me.gratilieution to see
that our much-abused Province has the
balance of trade in its favour.

The Hon. Minister of Justice took
occasion to remark during a recent
election in Toronto, that British Co-
lumbia only contained about one-third
the population of that electoral distric,
which on enquiry I found to be 20,000
and a fraction. This would allow the
Province a population of about 7,000,
and of the $500,00 paid into the Do-
minion it could give us something like
$7 per capita, while only $3 per capita
is paid in Ontario.

The subject of the Pacifie Railway
will come before this House in a short
time, and Ji think it is right, in
order to have a fair discussion, we
should understand what is the popula-
tion of British Columbia. The Customs
Report of 1874 credits us with a differ-
ent population than that estimated by
the Minister of Justice. That report
places it at 50,000, and gives the
per capital at $8 and a fraction.
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'fKe Indian population is about 25,000,
and with a consuming population of
25,000, the per capita tax would be $20,
which is seven times that paid by the
Province of Ontario, four times that of
Quebec, six times that of Nova Scotia
and four times that of New Brunswick.
This will give the House a fair notion
of our population and the tax we pay,
and will show that a Province with so
ismali a population, which imports
$2,490,000 of merchandise in one year,
and exports nearly $3,000,000, does
not deserve the abuse it receives.
laving made this statement, I will

make a further one. I am in favour of
a protective tariff, but J am not in
favor of a prohibitory one. So far as
my information goes, every nation
that has risen to any manufacturing
prominence has been at one stage
under a protective tariff. The United
States, Germany, Russia, and other
countries have been in favour of protec-
tion until they could stand alono and
compete with other nations of the
world. Following their example, I
think it will be sound policy to revise
our tariff and discriminate in favour of
home industries. In order to afford
the flouse an opportunity to express
its opinion on this question, J ask Icave
to offer the following amendment:-
F Resolved, That the early revision of the tariff
is very desirable, and that a revised tariff dis.
criminating to a greater degree than the exist-
ing tariff in favour of home industries and
manufactures, but not unduly stimulating one
section of the country or one industry against
other sections and industries, would be pro-
ductive of great benefit to the whole Domin,
ion.

Mr. SPEAKER-I think the hon.
gentleman bas not put the anendment
in a shape to be submitted. As it
stands it is certainly not germane and
cannot form part of the saie resolu-
tion, and it is not proposed as a substi-
tute. Perhaps the House will allow
the hon, gentleman to put it in such a
shape as it can be submitted to the
Ilouse.

Mr. MILLS-It seems to me there is
another point besides the one the Hon.
Speaker has made. Not only is the
amendment not germane, but it pro-
poses to commit this House to the prin-
ciple of increased taxation.

Mr. SPEAKER--If the amendment
1s s0 worded as to be admisible, in the

language of the authority it is such a
resolution as is " barren in result." It
is a mere abstract expression of the
louse, even supposing it to mean a re-
vision of the tariff. J think the bon.
member will find, if he consults the
books, some extreme cases of that
kind.

Mr. DECOSMOS amended his reso-
lution and submitted it to the Speaker,
who still thought it was not in the
proper shape to be presented to the
flouse.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - This
amendment either involves . some
change in the taxation or it involves
nothing. It either involves a re-dis-
tribution of something at present ex-
isting or nothing, and a re-distribution
of existing duties imposes extra charges
upon certain classes and lighter charges
upon others. An expression of.opin-
ion in that direction is clearly imposng
a burden on certain classes.

Mr. SPEAKER-The principle on
which abstract resolutions is based is
this: That the Government is not
really bound by them, even if the
whole House adopt then. Mr. Todd
is very elear and strong on that point.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
think a resolution of this kind is
strictly within the privilegesq of this
House. It is not such a resolution as
pledges the House in any way. It
would be unfair to deprive this or any
other Parliament of being a free
Parliament, as would be done if we
could not express our views gen-
erally on the system of taxation, the
collection of the revenue or the
re-adjustment of the tariff. J think
the rule of exclusion of the power of
Parliament does not go so far as that.
But, however that may be, I am
strongly impressed that this is not the
proper time to offer such a resolution.
It is not fair to bind the hands of Gov-
ernment before maturity. Tho G-ov-
ernmient are couing don. It is their
duty to come dowi, and they have
informed the House that they will
come down at an eaHr1y day; and they
have the right to claim froin both sides
of the House that they shall have full
opportunity to lay their views on the
question of taxation-whether there
shall be an increase or decrease, a
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re-distribution or re-adjustment of the
tariff-before the Flouse. No hon.
member by any motion of this kind
should attempt to force the Govern-
ment into a false position by forcing
them to resist the motion or to come
down with their policy before
they are ready to do so. The
hon. gentleman ought not to press
this motion, and if ho does press it and
you, Mr. Speaker, shall decide it in
order, I certainly shall not vote for it.

Mr. MILLS--The only way such a
motion can be in order is by making it
express regret that the Government
have not brought down a policy increas-
ing the tariff.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD--That
is the same thing.

Mr. MILLS-No; the resolution
makes this House declare positively
that au increased tariff is desired, and
it cannot do that according to the
English precedents.

Mr. SPEAIER--May it not express
regret that it has not been donc and a
desire that it should ?

Mr. DECOSMOS--I believe that re-
solution is strictly in order. It is an
abstract resolution, and does not in any
way interfere with the exclusive rights
of the Govenrment to initiate money
bills. It will simnply give an opportu-
inity to hon. gentlemen to express their
views on this subject, and possibly at-
tain the end sought by the hon. mem-
ber for Bothweil.

Mr. DEVLIN-The constituency
which I have the Lonour to represent
has a large interest in the question of
Protection, and if it was presented to
the louse fairiy I should feel it my
duty to offer a few remarks.

Mr. SPEAKERI-If the hon. member
has some observations to make he
might be allowed to proceed while I am
looking up the authorities with regard
to the amendment.

Mr. DevIin, however, elected to defer
Lis remarks.

Mr. SPEAKER--Speaking almost
entirely from my general impressions
of the subject, I think the amendment
is in order. 1 find in May the foilow-
ing :-
" But the rules applicable to grants of

money and motions for increasiug the bur-
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

thens upon the people, do not apply to reso-
lutions expressive of any abstract opinion of"
the House upon such matters. Such resolw
tiens have been allowed upon the principle
that not being offered in a form in which a
vote of the House for granting money or im.
posing a burthen can be regularly agreed to,
they are barren of results, and are, therefore,
to be regarded in the same light as any other
abstract resolution. But for that very reason
they are objectionable; and being also an
evasion of wholesome rules they are discour-
aged as much as possible."

I find in Todd a great many cases
cited in which abstract resolutions of
this kind were objected to as highly
impolitic; but in no instance were
they spoken of as out of order.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said if this
amnendment were passed it would com-
mit the bouse to a re-distribution of
existing taxation, any recommendation
for which should come from the-
Crown. That was the objection which
he had taken at first.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked how the
House could in that case express its
opinion on a question of this kind.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it
could be done when the Governnent
measure was brought down. It would
be for the hon. gentlemen opposite to-
propose a motion expressing their re-
gret that a certain course was not
taken, and issue would at once be
joined. If the amendment should be car-
ried the consequence was well known.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
believed the amendment was inexpedi-
ent,but still it was a matter of very great
importance, because upon it depended
very largely the freedom of Parliament.
The House was not obliged to wait un-
til the Governnent had taken a step
before expressing an opinion. They
might wish to express a regret that
such a step was not taken. He was
satisfied the amendment was in order
and the question of its expediency
should not be considered. If it were
carried it would be an expression of the
House. If the Government wished to
yield to it they could bring down a
measure based on it ; if they did not
they could say they did not think
it expedient to advise Her Majesty
to send a message in favour of a
re-adjustment of taxation. In that
case, thon, would come the action ofthe
louse if it chose to Insist upon its first,
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proposition, by expressing regret that
the Government refused to carry out
its views.

ion. Mr. BLAKE said it was no
doubt difficult to draw the line in a
qùestion of this kind, whether a motion
was in or out of order. No dependence
could be placed upon the principle that
because a resolution, if passed, would
be barren of results, therefore, it
would be in order. The hon.
member for Victoria might move
that it is expedient to increase the
duty on certain articles by so imucih
per cent. That would be barren of
resuits, yet no such resolution wouild
be in order. He did not think there
would be found any case in which the
louse has been allowed by the Chair,
except at the instance of the advisers
of the Crown, to propound an opinion
favourable to an increase of taxation.
He would be sorry to say a word that
would tend to deprive the louse of
any of its privileges, but the nearer
they approached in the direction of
permitting the House to take initiatory
steps-even though they be abstract-
towards imposing charges on the
people, the more they reached the old
system which was rejected in the
Province from which he came after it
had produced very bad results indeed.
He hoped the Flouse would not pro-
nounce upon the motion, because the
authorities agreed that while some of
these resolutions might be in order,
they were much to be deprecated. He
thought .it was'the duty of the House
to avoid inconvenient motions.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE wished to
raisè another point. A resolution of
this kind could only be proposed in
Committee of the Whole, and notice
mnust be given by any hon. gentleman
proposing an abtract resolution affect-
ing trade and commerce and the
taxation of the people in the most
remote degree. Notice must be given
Of the intention to move the House
into Committee of the Whole. He
asked for the ruling of the Chair on
this point if the other was not con-
sidered well sustained.

Mr. SPEAKER-With reference to
the last point raised, it seems to me it
is quite possible so to frame a resolu-
tion on such a subject, that an hon.

member may be able to take the sense
of the louse on the general question.
Such a course, however, is irregular.
It is possible but highly objectionable.
I am not prepared to rule the amend-
ment out of order, but if the hon.
member desireq to establish the prac-
tice of the Flouse on this question I
would like him to withdraw it for a
day or two.

Mr. SCATCHERD cited Todd,
Vol. 1. page 44, for a case in point.
In 1830 Mr. Thompson moved the ap-
pointment of a Committee for a Com-
mittee for a revision of the general
system of taxation. This was ruled
out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER-Tliat is the princi-
ple the Speaker laid down, but he goes
on to show that it is not the practice
with regard to abstract resolutions.
I confess my own feeling is not in
favour of limiting the powers of the
House of Commons more than they are
at present.

Mr. IRVING-However much I may
agree with the remarks of the Minister
of Justice and the right hon. member
for Kingston, it appears to me if the
amendment is withdrawn, the original
motion should also be dropped. The
hon. member for Bothwell has sown
the wind and may have to reap the
whirlwind. It was somewhat incon-
venient that this matter should have
been brought up, inasmuch as the true
responsibility was upon the Govern-
ment in a question of this kind; but
the debate has proceeded to some
considerable length, almost every one
has taken part in it except the mem-
bers of the Government. The hon.
member for Bothwell bas piped and a
great number of us have danced.
Perhaps other amendments will be
moved which will narrow the ques-
tion down still closer; but it does
appear to me to be a pity that a reso-
lution should go forth to the country
made by the hon. member for Both-
well, and in principle not in accor-
dance with his views.

Mr. DECOSMOS -I wish to know
fromi Mr. Speaker whether the
amendment to the motion is in order
or not.

Mr. SPEAKER-I think that it is
an amendment, as it bas some relation
to the motion.
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Hon. Mr. TUPPER-If this is the
case, the rule amounts to nothing ;
because if an hon. member propose an
amendment which is not germane to
a motion, then you destroy the
effect of the rule which obliges hon.
members to give notice of any motion
dealing with the question of trade.

An Hon. Member-What rule ?
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The ruile re-

quiring notice to be given of any
intention to submit anything relating
to a trade question to the House.

An Hon. Member-That only re-
relates to a Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER--My present im-
pression is, that the amendment is in
order.

Mr. BUNSTER--Well,Mr. Speaker, I
feel proud of your decision. It is in my
opinion a step in the right direction.
Two years ago I had the pleasure of
bringing before this House a matter
which was in the interests of the coun-
try, and I have had since, Sir, occasion
to feel stronger than even at that time,
that my judgment in this connection
was well founded, from the way I have
seen the Americans flooding our coun-
try with their produce to the ruin of
our own interests. I state this, Sir, for
the information of the Government, in-
asmuch as I know that they have very
little knowledge of our district; none
.of its members having ever been there.
It is well known that Canada is a
slaughter market for Americans, and
particularly with regard to their pro-
duce. The British Columbia farmers
suffer very severely in this respect, the
produce being brouglt from California
and Oregon. The vessels take thither
our lumber and coal and bring back
grain,&c., which is sold at a nominal
price, or even given away. Then our
farmers are the victims of this system.
Not only so, but this portion of the po-
pulation labour without confidence, as
they are well aware that their market
will be so flooded. The merchants are
also discouraged, and I presume
that the same thing can be
said with relation to Ontario. It has
been agrued by some hon. gentlemen
that the farmers do not require protec-
tion; but this is not the case, for
whether a spade or shovel, as was well
said by the lion. member for South
Leeds, or a bushel of grain was in

Mr. Br=umAr.

question, the same principle is at
stake. Competition among manufac-
turers will regulate all difficulties that
may be feared; and what our farmers
want is not to be shut out from their
own local markets, as was properly
stated by the hon. member for Mont-
treal West. If an article of English
manufacture is sold for fourteen cents,
the Americans offer it for thirteen
cents ; and if the farmer place it on
the market at thirteen, the latter
lower the price even to ten cents,
their aim being, at all hazards, to run
the English goods off the market. In
the same way this argument applies to
our own case. It has been shewn by
the hon. member for Victoria that we
import goods to considerable value;
and I ask hon. gentlemen if it would
not be more .desirable to purchase
goods of Canadian manufacture? I hope
to see the day---particularly when the
Pacifie Railway is completed--when
British Columbia will be supplied by
her own and Canadian,instead of foreign
manufacturers. The United States il
the great example after which we
should pattern. We are almost de-
barred from the San Francisco mar-
ket, save as regards the article of coal,
and we must find a mart elsewhere on
the Pacific coast for our lumber, fish,
and other articles which we export.
The Americans are so keen, and the
line is drawn so close, that they tar
the very tins enclosing goods free of
duty, and it will well become us to
retaliate. I think that our country
and our manufacturers would be more
prosperous with a higher tariff, and
agricultural produce should be included
in the list. It has been mentioned
that corn has been broughtinto Canada
from the United States by distillera
and others; and this is injurious to us,
as it deteriorates the quality of the
liquor we manufacture. It is well-
known that it is not as good as
the liquor with which we were sup-
plied many years ago, owing to the use
of Indian corn. There is too much oil
in it. Now, it would be desirable to
check the importation of corn for dia-
tilling; and I would recommend gen-
tlemen in favour of prohibition to advo-
cate a duty on this article of pro-
duce, in order to improve the quality
of liquor manufactured in Canada.
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Thon there is the question of
reciprocity. We had it once and
were dissatisfied. Will forty mil-
lions trade with foui millions
unless they have the best of the
bargain ? I for one think not. The
Americans say---" Keep them in sus-
" pense ; we will send in our goods and
"flood them out; we will drive them
"into annexation, and take down the
"JBritish Flag." But if we take advan-
tage of our own resources, which are
abundant-and we might if we had
only the brains and ability-we need
not for a moment depend upon the
Americans. We have the British mar-
ket as well as they. They have a high
protective tariff, and still export goods
worth millions to Europe, in vessels,
varying in size from one to two thou-
sand tons. If we proteet our indus-
tries, we can also do this; and I claim
that the agricultural interest is above
all others. The farmers would rejoice
to see the manufacturers prosperous,
instead of having shops closed or
running on half time; and even though
the Government is not building the
Pacifie Railway, as it should-as it pro-
mised to do-it is to be hoped that it
will take the case of our agriculturists
into consideration, and more particu-
larly, the vast domain now traversed
by the buffalo and the Indian alone ;
enable five hundred thousand Ca-
nadians to return to their na-
tive land from which they were
driven by want of employment; and
make the country flourish. Then
there will be no general cry of de-
pression, and no such notice placed on
the paper as is under consideration.
Let the Government build the great
Pacific line, which can be laid without
exacting one dollar more than has al-
ready been promised in the way of
taxation. Thirty millions of dollars
and fifty millions of acres of land will
do it. I heard an hon. gentleman say
last Session that it would cost $30,000
or 840,000 per mile; but I was con-
versing with a railroad man while
cOming across the continent, and ho
told me that in his country they
were building a road through a tract
more difficult than our own, at the rate
of $14,000 per mile. At this rate the
work can be accomplished on the terms
I have mentioned. We need not feol

so nervous about a little ektra taxation,
owing to the increased amount this
undertaking would eventually bring
into the public Treasury, and the
addition to our population it would
cause. We sbould not forget our true
interests. 1 do not think that it is
creditable for a statesman to make
such remarks as did tho Hon. the
Minister of Justice regarding our Pro-
vince, British Columbia, which is as
large as Ontario and Quebec together.
It is, besides, no inhospitable country.
as I can say from experience. A
man can make his fortune in it more
quickly than in Ontario or Quebec, if
endowed with energy and persever-
ance; and the sooner it is developed by
means of the iron horse the botter.
We want the railway, npt in our own
interest simply, but in that of Canada.
If we were disloyal to our Flag, at a
hint froui us the Americans would
build this railway and give us a large
suni of money. But we do not see fit
to turn traitor to the Flag under which
we were born. What did the Upited
States give for a country utL wurth
one two-hundredth part as much as our
Province-Alaska? Seven millions. I
do not doubt that Canada would give
seventeen or eighteen millions for
British Columbia, and when the Right
Hou. Sir John A. Macdonald purchased
our Province, with the promise of
building the railroad, ho got an
extraordinary bargain. The United
States would run ten lines across the
continent to secure such a prize.
Still I have read in the Canadian press
that the scheme was wild and vision-
ary ; and hon. gentlemen in .this
flouse have affirmed that it could not
be built. Why not ? I know the
reason--it is simply because the Gov-
ernment does not possess the ability.
I make this statement fearlessly, and if
they do not carry out the project, I
will continue to say so. England has
an abundance of sovereigns, and the
Government has only to go there to
obtain the bawbees. She, Sir, would
take pride in assisting one of her colon-
ies, and while we are dilly-dallying in
this connection, Disraeli has bought a
controling interest in the Suez Canal
so as to command the carrying trade
for Britain.. Would ho not rather
have invested this money in the
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Pacific IRailway? I for one think
ihe would. A good deal has been said

on this subject, and I know that any
mention of British Columbia affairs is
disagreeable to certain hon. gentlemen
in this House, whom I have heard abus-
ing it, not only here, but outside these
walls. I will merely ask thein to be
more liberal in their views, and to pay
our Province a visit-they will be
welcome.

The hour being Six o'clock the House
took recess.

AFTER REcESS,

The debate on the financial depres-
sion was resumed by

Mr. WOOD-He said :-I had no
idea when this discussion commenced,
it would take the wide range that it
bas done. I did not think that the
question of protection, pure and simple,
was to be discussed. The amendment
of the hon. member for Victoria brings
the issue squarely before the House this
-evening. The question is one of great
importance to this country and de-
serves the most careful consideration
of every hon. member present. In
discussing it we must be careful to keep
in mind that protection is not what
Free-Traders would wish us believe,
namely-purely in the interests of the
manufacturer, and that he only is to be
benefited by an increase of the tariff.
If the advantages to be derived were
simply to benefit one class of the com-
munity at the expense of all the rest-
I for one would not be found in my
present position. It is because I am
convinced that protection to our infant
industries is in the interestof all classes
Of the community, that Im and bave
been for many years, an humble but
earnest advocate of its adoption.

Thegreat problem of employment
for the masses is one that bas caused
much anxiety to able and experienced
statesmen in other lands; and I regret
to say,,that up to the present no real
solution has been found, and as Canada
grows alder and increases in popula-
tion she, too, will have to meet the
,difRculty, and event, if possible, such
menes as have î en witnessed in-Birm-
inghan, Mancheeter and other large
towns of England and on the Oonti-

Mr. BuNTR,

nent where the working classes were
clamouring for work or bread.

You are aware, Sir, that for many
months all branches of trade have been
suffering severely, the manufacturing
interest particularly. Many of the
factories have been running on short
time, or closed up completely, thereby
throwing out of employment thousands
of industrious mechanics and artisans
who, for want of work during the pre-
sent winter, have been compeled to ask
relief from charitable institutions iu
order to keep themselves and familes
from starvation. Such astate of things
should not exist in a young and vigor-
ous country like Canada, and Iventure
to say it would not exists to so great
an extent if the Government would
only courageously meet the difficulty
and deal with it as it ought to do.

I am not one of those, Mr. Speaker,
who like the right hon. member for
Kingston charge the present Adminis-
tration with being the cause of all the
suffering and distress that is now felt
throughout the country, nor am I
prepared to say that any legislation
that could take place would completely
cure every case of wretchedness to be
found in the land. But, Sir, if we point
out in a clear and intelligent manner
some of the causes of the presont dis-
tress amongst the mechanics, artizans
and labourers particularly, and then if
the Government refuses to remove
them, if in its power, I venture to pro-
dict that the country will hold them to
a strict account. But I have faith that
the gentlemen charged with the re-
sponsibility of conducting the affaire of
this country are equal to the occasion,
and that they will take hold and deal
vigorously with it in such a way as to
give satisfaction to the country at
large.

It is a well-knowu fact that for
two years past the Americans have
been flooding this country with their
surplus stocks, selling them at prices
that make it impossible for our people
'to compote against and get cost for
their goods. They sell irrespective of
cost in order to raise money for- some
pressing necessity, and by so doing
they are -enabled te keep their factories
in constant oerationu .ý They know
quite well that in-oonsequece of their
high tariff our manufacturera heanot
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retaliate. Could we reach the Ameri-
-<an markets with the same facility
that they reach ours, the present
practice of underselling would not be
resorted to. But as we are completely
shut out of the States, the American
manufacturers can keep their prices
well up at home, sell to this
country 15 to 25 per cent. less than
they will do to their own people, and
at the same time not reduce the price
on their average productions more
than 1½ to 2 per cent., which is a srnall
matter to them, when they can take
away our gold in payment which
should go into the pockets of our own
people for goods made at home. They
are at the same time destroying our
manufacturing industries, and will be
able at some future day to recoup them-
selves at our expense by charging us
what they please when all competition
has been cruýshed out.

The question now to be coisidered
is how can .legislation alter the present
state of affairs ? Will any action that
the Government can take be such as
would ive employment to the thous-
.ands à industrious mechanies and
laborours now suffering for want of
work, and at the same time prevent
our manufacturing industries from
being completely ruined by the unequal
competition that is forced on them by
our foreign rivals? I think the answer
to this question is one that could easily
be given by every gentleman in this
House who has given the present
depressed.state of the country any con-
sideration whatever. It is the answer
expected from the Government by the
people of this country, and, if given,
will put in motion nuibers of factories
that have stoodidle for months, afford-
ing relief to thousands of artisans that
have been suffering for weeks, and im-
part new life and energy to all classes of
the community. The answer is: Simply
increase the tariff 71 per cent, on such
articles as can be manufactured in this
country to advantage, admitting at the
samle time all raw material that we do
not possess ourselves, at the lowest
possible rate of duty. Such a course
will secure our home market for the
productions of our own people both of
the factory and of the farm. Where is
the revenue to come from ? There is
a Strong feeling amongst many of our

people that we should assimilate our
taritf to that of the United States, so
far as that country is concerned, al to
advance it very slightly to England and
other countries. Personally I would
willingly adopt this course, as it is from
the Americans we receive the greatest
injury. But I question the policy of
such a course. The United States is
the very best market for our barley,
cattle,and lumber and other productions
of the farm and forest, which might be
completely shut out of that country if
we undertook to legislate against them
particularly ; and while I contend that
we have the rigbt to do so, I am con-
vinced that it would not be in our
interest to take that course. They
could trouble us in many ways that
would work against our mercantile and
railway interests, which are now to
sone extent depending on them. The
bonding systei that gives us access to
I le sea-board at all times might be
done away with. Some of our largest
railway corporations are depending on
them for the through traffie that keeps
them afloat ; and any action on our
part that would give them an excuse
for stopping any of these privileges
would be unwise. If we take their
tariff as a basis for ours and treat aIl
nations alike, then the Americans can
have no cause of complaint. It is now
a settled fact that we are not to have
reciprocity with the States. Let us
therefore adopt such a tariff as will
make us independent of such a treaty-
a tariff that will build up all over this
country large manufacturing centres,
with alpopulation that will consume
the produce of the flarmner. We will
not then have to beg for a reciprocity
treaty which would enable us to supply
New England with cheap bread, while
she is manufacturing for us the very
goods we ought to make for ourselves.
"Import the labour and not the

product of his labour," should be the
motto of this country. To place the
producer and consumer side by side
should be the aim of every true
Canadian. By doing so vast amount
of wealth as well as of unproductive
labour, would be saved to the country.

As matters now stand, our manufao-
turers have no chance to compete.with
the Americans. Our hands are .tied,
while our Amorican rivals are at perfect
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liberty to strike us when and where
they please. The fences round our
pastures are almost level with the
ground, while theirs are built seven
rails high, and the gates constantly
locked and guarded. They have no
ilty in getting into our green

filds, but we scarcely dure look
over their fences. The American Cus-
tom officers throw every obstacle in
the way of exporting goods into their
country. The competition is unreason-
able. They are possessed of large
capital, the best of machinery, and
long experience, and, to crown all, a
prohibitory tariff; whilst we, as manu-
facturers, are but of yesterday, with
little capital, less experience, and
almost a free-trade tarif. But if we
had our own markets, for a very few
yearr, until Our feet were firmly estab-
lished, I am quite sure that with our
industry, energy and economy. we
would not be afraid to compete with
them in any market.

The advocates of free-trade say that
it is infair to tax them for the benefit
of a few manufacturers, some ot whom
have grown rich under the present
tariff. They wish to buy their goods
where they can get them the cheapest,
and to sell in the dearest market. This
is just what the advocates ofprotection
claim that that system will do for the
country. I deny that protection'means
an incirease of price to the consumer,
but the very opposite. Protection will
secure competition amongst our own
manufacturers, and this will secure
fair and reasonable prices, which
few object to pay. For instece, when
the duty on boots and shoes !vas 25 per
cent. we did not import a single pair.
The country was weil supplied. No one
was ever heard to complain of high
prices. Home competition secured
this, and the duty might just as
well have beon 100 per cent.
as 25 per cent. for prices would have
been the same to consumers. I
contend, therefore, if three-fourths of
the goods that are now imported, that
we could ipake for ourselves, were
excluded from the country, the con-
sumer would not pay a cent more for
his requirements in ordinary times.
Protection means much more than all
this. It will secure the influx of a
large amount of foreign capital for

Mr. Woon.

manufacturing purposes that would
never reach us as long as our prosent
free-trade tariff exists. Is this not a
complete answer to those who say that
an increase of duties means an increase
of price to the consumer'? The point I
wish to make is, thatwhile the farming
ceommunity secures better prices in the
home market- where there is a large
manufacturing population, they buy at
prices equally as low, if not lower, than
the same can be imported in conse-
quence of internml competition.

Admit, for argument's sake, that w e
would have to pay more for what we
have to purchase. If protection gives
us constant employment and fair
wages, we will be able to procure what
we want even at the advanced price.
While, as we now stand, with free-
trade for ail the world, we are not able
to procure a day's work. Of what use
are the very cheapest goods to us if we
have not the meansto purehase them?
Would you not rather pay hilgh prices,
and be able to secur" what you want,
than have low prices without tho
means of so doing ? If , as a mechanic,
am earning $2 perday under protection
and have to pay 10 per cent. more for
such goods as I require, am I not
better off than if offered the same-
goods at 20q per cent. less, but on
account of free-trade, was unable to get
work at any price, and I cannot earn
even a dollar day to provide such
things as I require for my family ?ZJ
think that all will admit that high
prices, good wages, and constant work
are much preferable to lo prices and
no work.

Mr. Speaker, so long as we are
subject to such runious competition,
will we see want and distress amongst
our own manufacturing population, as
there is a determined effort dn the part
of our American neighbours to crush
out all opposition, even at the sacrifice
of their profits for a few years, in the
hope ofrecouping themselves when al]
opposition has ceased to exist, which
will soon be the case at our present
rate of progress. They will then
secure such prices as will repay thera
for any loss they now sustain. Our
people are struggling manfully to main-
tain their existence. Many of the
large mills are barely paying expenses
in the hope that the Government will
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consider the position they are placed
in and come to the rescue. Take a
single instance, which is one out of
many that could be naned. The
Dunîdas Cotton Mills, with a capital of
$400,000, employ about 400 people,
and pay ont a large amount of wages
monthly, imost of which is spent in the
town and neighbourhood in procuring
supplies for the operatives and their
tiinilies. This milI has not paid a cent
of dividend to the stockholders for
months, as tley have made up their
minds to fight the Americans as long
as thev have a dollar, in order to retain
their eustomiers. If they do not get
relief verv soon by an inerease in the
taritt, the aill mist lose. Theni 400
pleople will be thrown out of emplov-
ment, the large amount of wages paid
monthly will cease to cireulate, and
the operatives ani those dependent on
them will have to seek for work in a
country whose Government takes good
vare tlat the manuturing industries
of its people are not interfered with
hy the influx of the surplus stocks of'
outsiders.

There are four or five eottoni mills
il the Dominion, with a capital of'
$2,000,000, employing 1,600 bands,
paying $300,000 per year, and thw
value of goo(s they produce amnounting
to $1,500,000 per annui. Not one of
thôse mills is paying a ecent to the
stokholders, nor even putting into a
sinking fund a single dollar for repairs.
The consequence will be that unless a
change takes place very soon, every
wheel will be worn ont in the next few
years, and every spindle wilil cease
to revolve, as no personi will
think of putting fresh capital in for the
parpose of sinking it. The Amerieans
will then have the trade to thenselves,
and our free-trade friends will tind out
to their cost how eheap they can pur-
chase cotton iw-the future. The Amei-
cans are beating England in almost
every market of the Old World, and
even invading Manchester itself with
the production of their looms ; and if
they can do this so suceessfully there,
hov ean Canada, in her present condi-
tion, be expected to cope with them ?
Nothing but a considerable increase in
the tariff, and that fixed for a number

10

of years, ean save the manufacturin
industries of this country fromn being
eompletely erushed ont of' existence.

The American tariff has secuied to
the Aneriean people their own mar-
ket and freedom fropi otside comape-
tition, and their inanufiacturers are so
firmly established that to-day they are
driviig free-trade England out of manv
of the imarkets where she at one lime
wras the onily source of supplv. Take
as asanple the iron market-pig-iron-
a large portion of whici isînow imporîted
froni tle States. All used to comie from
England threc years ag,-o. Ii lar-iron.
more than (ne-half of the im orts illto
Ontario are fronthe States. Three vars
ago there was s aarcely a bar fio1 hat
country ; alil caime from England ; and
this is the eountrv Fiee Traders dec<lare
is protected to leath. So far as I an
see, there is not aniv sign ofîdatL tak-
ing place at an early date.

1jr. GORDON-Will the lon. gentie-
man give his authority in regard to
that matter ?

M3fr. WOOD-1 refer the bon. gentle-
ian to the trade and navigation re-

turns. If the hon. gentleman kntow.
where to tin, lie will find the state-
ment I vouel for its correetnless. What
use, I ask, is there in spending thousanuds
of'dollars every year to induee immi-
grants to come to this country unless
some effort is made to give theni eut-
ploymnen t ? All1 that reaeh our shores
are not suitable for f1rm1 labour. If
we wish to build up a nation, We amus
have diversity of employmaent. No
country ean ever become rich, prosper-
Ous and populous simply as a nation of
fhrmers and shop-Hkeees. How have
the New England States w.ith their
rocks and m toun tains and unproductive
soil become so rich and )owerutil ? Not
surely by conftining theniselves to
flarming operations. It is their imuanu-
ftctur.ing enterprise that has placed
them in the position they aie to-
day. Let us look at the capit.l
invested in Mâssachusetts sice the
year 1850 and see how it has increased
in twenty years, with the ainouit of
waitges paid out, the value of the raw
materials used, and the value or tinisli-
ed goods produed lin the ven-s 185<,
1860 and 1870.
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Ontario. Massachusetts has 11J per
cent. more capital invested in cotton
alone than Ontario has in all kinds of
manufàctures, and the value of the
finished cotton is equal to half the value
of all our productions. Woollens is in the
sane position as cottons, but with this
exception, that the value of woollens is
only 30 per cent. less than all Ontario's
production in that line.

In boots and shoes there is about
half the capital invested that there is
in ail the manufactures in Ontario.
The value of finished work is only 30

p cent. less than ail the Ontario
manufactures, and pays 27± per cent.
more wages than is paid to ail en gaged
in the manuftcturrs il Ontario.

Pennsylvania has a population of
about 1 per cent. larger than the Do-
minion. She bas invested in manfac-
tures over 525 per cent. more than
Canada, pays out 310 per cent. more
wages, and the value of finished pro-
duction is 325 per cent. more than ail
Canada.

In iron alone there is just about as
inucli capital invested as there is in all
industries in the Dominion, paying
only about 40 per cent. less wages than
is paid in the Dominion for that pur-

pose. The value of finished iron is
only about 45 per cent less than all
the production of our flctories to-
gether.

The average earning of each operative
engaged in manufacturing in Ontario
in 1871, was $245.00-just what -was
paid ·in 1850 in Massachusetts, 11
per cent. less than vas paid in 1860,
and about 72J per cent. less than was
paid in 1870 when the United States
Census was takeni.

We are told that iii protected coun-
tries like the States the profits to the
manufacturers are enormous. and that
they come directly out of the pockets
of the consumer.

Let us compare the returns on in-
vestments in manufacturing in the New
England States, where they have pro-
tection, with Canada, where free-trade
practically exists, and we will find that
protection actually reduces the cost to
the consumer.

In Canada, up to the time when the
Americans began the slaughtering
business, after setting apart 6 per cent.
for interest on plant, and interest on

working capital, the ianufaeturer got
a larger profit by 6¾ per cent. than
the protected manufacturer in New
England got. The result is that where
protection exists home competition
secures fair prices. But where free-
trade is the order, as in this eointry.
people will not invest their mneans
in manufactures, and competition does
not exist, and the consumer pays high-
er prices. This was the case up to
1872.

Here we see the source froi whence
the wealth of Massachusetts is derived.
because of her large manufacturing
population. Land that our Canadian
farmers would think dear at any price.
brings from forty to sixty dollars per
acre, because every article that van be
raised brings a large price in the

inarket created bv the manufaciuring
interest. scattered so thickly over the
State.

The capital invested ini manufac-
turing in the State of New York in
the years 1850, 1860, and 1870 was as
follows :-

"1850-Capital invested, $99,904,405 ; wages
paid, S49;131,000; value of raw material,
$134,655,674 ; value of finished work, $237,-
597,249 ; hands employed, 199,349. n 1860-
Capital invested, $172,875,652; wages paid,
$65,446,759; value of raw material, $214,813,-
061 ; value of finished work, $378,870,339;
hands employed, 230,112. in 1870-Capital
invested, $366,994,320 ; wages paid, $142,465,-
758 ; value of raw material, $452,065,452:
value of finished work, $785,194,651 ; hands
employed, 357,803. The capital invested in
manufactures in Pennsylvania for the same
period, was :-In 1850-, Capital, $94,473,
810 ; wages, $37,163,232; raw material,
$87,205,377 ; finished work, $155,044,910;
hands, 146,766. In 1860-Capital, $190-
055,904 ; wages paid, $60,369,165 ; raw
material, $150,477,698 ; finished work, $290,-
121,188; hands, 222,132. In 1870-Capital,
$406,821,845 ; wages, $127,976,594 ;raw m-
terial, $421,197,673; finished work, $711,894-
344; hands, 319,487. In 1870-Irononly-
Capital; $78,668,802 ; wages, $24,680,024 ; raw
material, $80,657,261 ; finished work, $122,-
605,296 ; hands, 47,134. In Ohio for the same
period the statistics are :-1850 :-Capital,
$20,019,538 ; wages, $13,467,156 ; rawmaterial,
$34,678,019; finished work, $62,692,269; hands,
51,491. In 1860-Capital, $57,295,303;
wages, $22,302,989 ; raw material, $69,800,270
finished work, $121,691, 148 ; hands, 75,602.
In 1870ý-Capital, 4141,923,964 ; wages, $49,-
066,488 ; raw material, $157,131,697; finished
work, $269,713,610 ; hands, 137,202. In
1870-Iron only--Capital, $22,856,774 ; wages,
$7,905,101 ; raw material, $20,852,520; finished
work, $35,625,157 ; hands, 14,943."
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We have here a large amounmt of the
wealth of the States named, invested
in man ufacturing enterprise, whieh
would not be the case if the eountry was
not favoured with a protective system
that prevents their country being made
a slaughter muarket of by foreigners.
What seeured for England the position
she ¶iow occupies in wealth and
influence amongst the nations of the
earth ? Certainly not selling the produce
of her cultivated farms, nor even the
riches of her multitude of shop-keepers.
but through the enterprise of her
inanufacturers who forced their
productioiis into every mnarket in the
world, securinii- vast stores of wealth
for themnselves and respect for the
nation which thev reiresented, and at
the saie tinme giving such an impetus
to commterce as makes England to-day
the first Maritime Power in the*world.
Then agail take Germany, France,
Prussia, Belgium and other countries
that miglit be iïenîtioned, all thickly
populated: are they supported by
tilling the soil ? Not by any means.
In the coulmtries mentioned every little
hamilet, village, town and city is a
busy hive of manufact uring industry,
and b tthis fact alone they owe the
position of influence and wealtb that
they now enjoy. All these couitries
early enýjoyed a sound proteetive policy,
and most of them continue it to this
day. It is a faet that cannot be
disputed that all countries that
manufacture for themselves are. as a
rule, rich and prosperous, while those
countries that import to supply the
home demand, are generally poor to
vhat they would be if they imanu-

factured and supplied their own wants.
Canada, I regret to say, is in the
position of being poor, because she
imports much more than she manu-
factures and will continue to do so
until such a change is made in the tariff
as will give confidence to capitalists to
invest their means in manufacturing
industries that will supply a much
larger portion of the home demand
than is done at present. If the
Government will make the present 17J
per cent. tariff 25 per cent., and care-
fully revise the free list as well as the
other rates of dqty now charged, and
fix them permanently for a definite
length of time, I venture to say that

Yr. WOOD,

von will at once see such a chanîge in
the industrial affairs of this country as
will astonish the most advanced Free-
Trader. One thing more than another
that prevents capital fron beiin in-
vested in manufactures in this eountry
is the constant changes that are made
in the tariff, and this faet enables those
who are in some lines of business to
take advantage and char'e higher
prices than thev would if the tarift was
settled for a length of time. which
would induce others to go into the
saie ines of business, and thuis ereate
completitionI.

Let us contemplate for a short time
the position of some of those countries
that have for varions reasons adopted
the systemt our opponents are so mnch
in love with. I -will ask the HIouse to
give me their attention while I read
a few extraets fronm the pen of one of
Engiand's ablest writers on the ques-
tion of protectioi, as to the effect of
free-trade on the manufacturing in-
terests of Ireladii. The gentleman is
Sergeant Byles, well knlown to the
legal profession.

Another instance of the ruin that
free-trade works you will iind in]
Turkey. ler commercial systemî is a
very liberal 011e, 110 part of the vast
dominions of the Sultan exhibits the
good effects of tihis tariff. Distrcss and
mffisery leet you il the face at every
turn. No manufitures exists there on
account of the Suiltan's enlightened
free-trade views. Many of the Fce-
Traders of England who hold the bonds
and securities of that unhappy country
would be rejoiced, I think, if the Sultan
would turn Protectionist.

Then we have Spain, Portugal and
Mexico, all with a system of low tariff,
but no, manufactories. How do we
find them progressing socially and
financially ? Will they compare in
general intelligence and wealth with
many other countries, with advantages
far inferior to theirs in soil and climate,
but who has the benefit of established
manufactures conducted by intelligent
energetic mechanics and business men ?

One more sample of the baueful
effects of free-trade, forced by England
on a country that could not resist-
the case of the Decea weavers of India
-is almost too well known to need
repetition. This industry that existed
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for gencrations, and prospered in that
ýcountry, giving employment to thou-
sands of its inhabitants, producing such
articles as were required by the natives
and for want of a reasonable amount of
protection, England, with ber large
capital and improved machinery,
brought utter ruin on all engaged in the
muslin trade. Many of the weavers
died of starvation, and their families
were seattered all over the country. I
will ask vour attention to a few
extracts from tbe pen of Horace
Greeley on this point---- Ie bas given
the question of free-trade and protee-
tion long and careful study.

We have seen what free-trade bas
done for Ireland, Turkey, Spain,
Portugal, Mexico ald India. I think
the most ardent admirer of the systeni
would not like to see our Dominion
reduced to the level of any one ofthese
countries. We will now reverse the
picture, and take a view of the position
oc'cupied by those countries where a
carefully arranged tariff protects their
home industries from being crushed
out by the influx of the surplus stocks
of outsiders, who sell their goods at
what they can catch, irrespective of
cost of production; and as it is broadly
stated by political economists, that
protected manufactures are weak and
sickly. I undertake to prove that
it is only such that arc strong
and healthy ; and that wherever
a judicious systeni of protection
exists the country is generally rich
and prosperous; its inhabitants pro-
ducing and exporting to those free-
trade countries that do not manufactu-
re for themselves. Do we need stronger
arguments than these to convince us
that if we are ever to take our place as
a manufacturing country we must
adopt a system of protection, that will
prevent our manufactures from being
swamped before they get well and
firmly established.

In looking ever the trade and navig-
ution returns for 1874, I find that wé
imported $39,961,654 more than we ex-
ported. For 1873, the balance against
us was about the same amount, and so
on, back to 1868; so that the total im-
ports over exports, in seven years after
Confederation, amounted to the enorm-
Ous sum of $154,866,212, and we are
still continuing in the same course,

Need I ask what the result will be if
we do not soon put on the breaks? The
Oommissioner of Customs, Mr. Johnson,
takes the free-trade view of this state
of things, and argues that the more we
import the rich.r we are, and tberefore
the balance of trade is a myth. The logi-
cal conclusion of this argument, is that
a man earning $2,000 per annum may
spend $2,500 and still he is getting rich-
er all the time. Will any person credit
this conclusion? I admit that for certain
improvements, such as railway build-
ing, canal enlargement and such like
expenditure. We may occasionally run
in debt to England for a considerable
amount without injury to ourselves.
But if we are to continue. year after
yearimporting what we could make foi'
ourselves. and sending the gold, which
is the life blood of the country, to pay
for it, we will soon find to our' cost that
the bàlance of trade is a reality.

The question-where will the rev-
enue cone from if' we put on a tarifl
that will enable our own people to comi-
pete with outsiders,sunder the present
exceptional circumstances - is one
that is often put by Free-Tiader's in
order to confound the advocate of' pro-
tection. -My answer is, that for some
time to (ome oui' own manufacturers
would not be able to supply all that
would be required ; and, therefore,
with the advanced rate of duty, the
necessary amount of revenue would be
raised, even if the imports should fall
off materially; and when our owi
people were fully prepared to supply
the home demand, the manufactuiring
population would have increased so
much that their consumption of duti-
able-paying goods, that could not be
prouced in this country, would be
quite sufficient to supply any deficiency
that might arise from the falling off of'
goods that we were making for our-
selves. This is the case in other coin-
tries, and should be the same here.

Free-Traders point us to England,
and say that she bas advanced much
more rapidly since she adopted fiee-
trade than she did when she had a pro-
tective tariff; and that if we wish to
prosper as she bas done we must pur-
sue the same eourse. I answer that the
circumstances of the two countries are
qui te different. If Canada were in
England's position she could do as
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England is now doing, and perhaps
with profit. But when England was
as Canada is, she did what the Ad-
ocates of protection say that Canada
ought to do now - that is, in:
erease the tariff in -the interest of
home manufacturers. And when
Canada has accumulated anything like
the wealth and experience that Eng-
land and the States have done by man-
tacturing in place of exporting her
raw materials and importing theni back
nanufactured and fit for use, having
lost the labour and profits which should
have been in the hands of our own
people, then perhaps she may try
for a time the experience of free-
trade. I think after a discussion of the
whole matter, the conclusion will be
that the Government will bring down
a tarif which will give encouragement
to our manufacturers. I do iot ask
theni to place a Chinese Wali around
this eountry and keep everybody out
of it. If our ianufacturers Lad fair
Iplay. they coul( conpete with any
eountrv in the wM-ld. It is iipossible
for thein without a protective tariff to
resist the great experience and enor-
mous wealth of foreign conpetitors.
Some gentlemen in this House caniiot
believe that the Anericans sell their
gfOods bere at less than (0st, but I
know, because I have tested it. I know
that in our own goods they are flood-
ing the market with their surplus pro-
duction. The constituency which I re-
pîresent is largely interested in the ques-
tion, and I would Le recreant to the trust
eonfided in me if I did not raise my
voice in favour of those people who are
doing everything they can to compete
fairly with the manufacturers of other
countries. They are entitled to such
encouragemen t as-the Governnent can
give thenm. If we pursue a policy of
fr'ee-trade which some hon. members
advocate, our ftctories will be elosed
and our artizans driven to other coun-
tries to find employment. We have
large resources, and if we had a protec-
tive tariff, capitalists would' be
encouraged to come in and develop
them.

Mr. BERTRAM-J hoped that the
motion of the hon. member for Both-
well would carry. It did not contain
anything calculated to give rise to this
discussion, but the amendment cortains

Mr. Woo».

within itself matters which would call
for a discussion of the great question
of protection. It asks for a revision
of the tariff, discriminating in favour of
home productions. Now, my hon.
friend from Hamilton has spoken at
considerable length and with a great
deal of force from his point of view,
asking this Flouse to assent to the
proposition that we in Canada
should have a proteetive tariff.
Sir, I believe that those gentle-
men who bave argued this question in
this House have somewbat mis-
apprebended the real issue before
the countrY. They sav the issue is be-
twixt Free-Traders and Protectionists.
Now, this I utterlv deny. I (o not
think that there is any gentleman in
this House, with the exception. per-
haps, of one, who bas avowed himself
to be an absolute Free-Trader. We
have a tariff for revenue purposes.
I an a believer in a national poliey
for Canada; but I do not believe
in all that is said by those gentlemen
who advocate such a policy. I look at
it in this wavr:--Or systemï differs
fron the systeins of Great Britain and
the United States. In England, a eus-
tors tariff indes goods such as tea
and eoffee, goods whieh do not cone
into conpetition with its manufactured
articles, and therefore they may charge
on them, even with their f*ree-tra(le
views, what duty they like. In the Uni-
ted States again, we have a tariff that
is arranged for the absolute purpose of
prohibiting the entrance of foreign
goods on their market; while in Cana-
da, we have, I think, the happy mean
betwixt these two svstems-a tariff
whieh, while it encourages what are
called oui- infant industries, brings
revenue to the country. This must be
sufficiently clear to every gentle-
man. If we take into consideration
the position we hold, and as-
sume for the puripose of argument,
that 17k- per cent. represents the
difference in the cost of manufactured
goods in the United States or in Great
Britain, and here in Canada, and if
the tariff is raised, as my hon. fi4end
from Hamilton proposes to increase it,
to 25 per cent., it is their bounden duty
to1 show that te ainount of loss which
we will sustain by the loss of 17½ per
cent. on ail manufactured goods, will
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be made up to the Dominion by some
means which these gentlemen have
failed to point out, as I understand it,
in connection with the establishment
of nanufacturing industries. I confess
that in approaching this subject I an
entirely free from trade prejudices;
and I may say further, that -while we
have protection speeches from lion.
gentlemen who represent city consti-
yuencies and manufacturing districts,
and probably free-trade speeches from
gentlemen representing rural consti-
tuencies, I stand anong the members
vho represent constitueîenies partly

rural and parti manufacturing.
li these - constituencies are al
the inîterests of the Dominion whicl we
have to take into consideration in dis-
eussing this matter. I would ask if the
tariff was raised to-morrow to 25 per
eent. would it nake tlW' manufacturers
of this Dominion continuouslv prospei-
ois ? Why, Sir. we have only to point
to the Ulited States and Great Britain
in this relation. I saw lately in the
niewspapers, that in (lasgow. more
neehanics were at present idle tlan
ever had been so previouslv within the
imenory of the oldest inhabitant; and
if we examine the condition of what is
generally kniown as the Black Country,
we will find an inunense nuinmber of
artisans out of enploymîent. Whv, it
is one of those things concerning which
any gentleman who understands any-
thing at ail about financial or trade
questions, knows that these peiiods of
inflation and depression come just as
regularly and as surely as any natural
pîhenomena; and it would be absurd to
sav that manufacturers in this eouiintry
wouild be continuously prosperous
if 25 per ceut. dities were to-
hmorrow imnposed. I would ask the
hon. gentlemen, who have a par-
ticular interest in the farming
communi tyv-and I believe that there
are many such here-if it would
enhance the price of agricultural
products in case sueh a tariff were put
in, force to-morrow? 7I think not.
Viewing the question and from an
inprejudiced stand-point, I am free to
admit that ccrLain articles of foreigi
produce would most certainly obtain
a higher price if there were more
manufactures in this country. I allude
to the little etceteras, which farmers

who live in the neighbourhood of cities
would buy; but I utterly deny that the
great products of this Dominion-wheat,
barley, oats, butter, cheese, and every-
thing else almost that we raise-would
secure advanced prices to the exteni
of one single dollar. The prices of
these articles depend ipon those ruling
in foreign markets.

Many nianufactures in this coun try-
do not demand or require proteetioii. '
need nlot instance many of them; but I
muay cite the great inidustry cf making
ianufacturers' impleimen ts. As to the

question brought up by my hon. friendl
from Ilamilton-the iron trade-I hap-
pen to know soiething about it ; and
I dlo not take his view as to the cause
leading to the differeice between the
prices paid for articles impo rted foroi
England and the United States,. The
period of collapse comes sooner il the
latter than in the former w-here
bar-iron rose front somewherv
about £7 17s (d a ton in 1872. tio
£15 per ton ; and she having the
market of the world at lier feet. udid
not so sooi feel the piessure of hari
tinies andt over-production a- our
neighbou rs. We had, therefoire. this
spectacle----that while the price of bar
irln was kept up ii England
a verv coisiderable time. it Iell
in the 1nîited States. iunduceingi
ouir owii Western merchans t
import it. This. I believe. Sir. is the
reason wh- iron has been so imported.
Now, I contend tlat our manufactures
have prospered and tiriven under the
present tariff. I do not know of any
elass in Canada whieh, during past
years, has done better and if youL
examine the commercial newspapers,
you -will find that a mauch larger propor-
tion of our merehants have failed
in business thain of imanufactutrere.
I had the hoour of meeting
a few days ago, a deputation
of the latter in a constituener iear
Ottawa, where they elaimed an addi-
tion of anount of dutv. I asked theni
what I consider a very pertinent ques-
tion indeed-to show their balance
sheets during the last vear or two, and
in what condition their business was;
and I then said, what I have no doubt
is the experience of many commercial
men, that during this period the
aniount plaeed on the right side of the
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profit-and-loss account in their ledgers
is very tir indeed.

Now, if these industries have gener-
rally thriven-and I ean remnember
wh en, not many years ago, our manufac-
turers were very few in number-it
seens to me that the Ministers have
to-day a very serious matter to face in
raising the tariff, arranged by the late
and present Administration to obtain
revenue merely ;and it would seein
to me that it would upset ail our caleu-
lations if we entered on the new phase
of preparing a tarif vith the pure
ob ject of protection in view. I urge
theni to consider in what condition

,such a mad course would place Canada.
We hear a great deal about the

slauighter process. I admit that it is
indeed a great hardship for Canadian
manufacturers if American goods cai
he sold here at less than cost; but with
their high protective policy thev are
worse off than we are, who have no
such tariff to shield our industries froni

hlie conpetition of the foreigner. UVn-
der stic circumstancs it would not
becomie 1,S to enter upon the very sane
course that led the American industries
to such a condition. I an surprised
that we have never heard during the
long course of this debate, of the
Canadlian lunbermien. who are to-day
forced to slaughter their goods on the
Ainerican market; but do we grant
thenm protection ? Certainly from the
point of view ofrny hon. friends from
Hamilton and Wellington, we should
do so: and I think that it would be
verly pertinent to ask for a Committee
to enquire into the reason why the
lumuber trade is depressed, &c. My
lion. friend from Hamilton made a
verv extraordinary statement. I
think that it must have by error
slipped into bis speech. He alleged that
maiinufacturers obtained lai'ger profits in
Canada than aeross the border by some
6î per cent. I say then, so much the
better for Canada, and also by all
means let us remain in our present
position under these circumstances,
and not fly to evils we know not of.
Every Canadian ought to take a deep
interest in these questions. I know of
none more important than the trade
policy, and I only hope that every
gentleman in this louse-as I am sure
they will do-will endeavor to under-

Mr. BzTrE.

stand them perfectly, treating them
with the great. consideration whieh•
they menrit at tne hands of every well
wisher of the Dominio. Our manu-
facturing industries have prospered
during the last tifteen years, and it ic
a question whetler protection shoulid
be increased tô twenty or even twenty-
five per cent. I am sure, at al[ events,
that it willi meet with that considera-
tion from the Ministers of the Crown,
and memibers of this House, whieh it
deserves.

.Mr. WALLACE-I bave read that,
in the multiplicity of counsel, there is
wisdom; and if this be true, the
Committee for which my hon. friend
fron Bothwell asks can have no diffi-
culty in arriving at a correct opinion
regarding the causes of the depressiot
fron which we are suffering. Notwith-
standing the ngpy theories volunteered,
I am going to fake the liberty of sub-
mitting to this louse the view I hold
concerning these causes. I an aware
that this will not meet with the sym-
pathies of the menibers of this louse ;
nay,sI an sure, that it will be ridiculed
by the majority; yetit will not stagger
my own faith iii it unless I ant shown
that my reasons are incorrect. I believe
that the depression is due to the systeni
of credit, a iecessity under our policy.
It is false and vicious, impover-
ishing the nany and enriching the
few, destroying industry and degradiig
the people. Now, we are told that
this country has been to a very
great degree prospepous ; and we
have mentioned as evidence of this
prosperity the trade returns, showing
the volume of business transaeted.
We are told that the whole of our
business has increased immensely in the
past year, but I should like to ask if
importations are necessarily ani
evidence of prosperity or of increasing
wealth? I think that a careful analysis
of the facts set forth in the trade
returns will show that our imports are
rather an evidence of indebtedness
than of our wealth. The imports of
the past year were $123,000,000, the
exports $77,000,000; making a diff-
erence between the imports and èxports
of $45OOO,OOO. I would like ,to ask
how is this ? How are we going to pay
this $45,O00,000 ? The English bankers,
merchants or other persons must bc
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carrying this indebtedness for us. 1
have yet to learn that the amoint of a
man's or a people's indebtedness ean be
considered as an evidence of wealth
or prosperity. From 1868 to 1875 the
volume of our exports has exceeded the
imports by something over $200,000,
000. Now, if* we go on at this rate.
what must the result be ? What are
we suffering from now? Nothing more
than this,; That the English creditors
are ealling upon Canadian debtors to
pay their liabilities, and the pavment
of these liabilities is depressing the
industries of the country.

I have said that credit is a miserable
system. We have a monetary' systen
that does not expand as the indu4ry
of the country expands. It is impossi-
le make a limited and slightlv in-

('reasing quantity measure a larger and
mîuch more quickly increasing quan-
tity. and the tendencv of that svstem
is to destroy the industry of the c01111-
try. What I think would be the
rene(ly for the evils und1er which the
couiitry is suffering is not, as some
gentlemen have been advocatinr pro-
teetion to industry. It appears to me
to be the greatest absurdity imagina-
ble to tax industry for its own
proteetion. H1ow ean you bee-
fit industrV bv taxing it ? Taxes
to mv mind are a necessary evil---a
consequence of Government. If we
could carry on the Government of the
country without taxation, we might
dispense with Government ; but I
cannot understand the logic of taxing
irdustry to protect it. I had always
thought that taxation tended to the de-
struction of an industry. The article
taxed is not increased in value to the
eonsumer, neither does it benefit the
producer-; but I think it is possible to
levy duties in a way that would be
more condueive to prosperity than they
are at present levied. As long as
revenue is raised by taxation it should
also be so raised as to stimulate and
encourage industries that are natural
to the country, without encouraging a
hot-house growth of manufacturers.
Would it be wise to tax tea, coffee,
sugar and rice so as to protect their
growth in this eountry? I think
it would not be in the interests
of the consumers of this country to
have sueh.a system as this would im-

ply. I therefore hold that the true
policy is so to levy taxes as to give an
impetus to manufactures, the raw
materials of which are our1 natural pro-
ducts.

I believe that credit is the cause of
the periodical panics that we have;
that ther are as certain to follow as that
the sun shall shine; that they are a ne-
eessity of the system. Our currency
in its volume is not in a ratio
corresponding with the industry of the
(ountr'y. Therefore credit has to
cone in and fill, as it were, the vacunum
existing between them. And what is
the consequence ? The country which,
under this system, is most quickly
prosperous, the more quickly do re-
verses come. It is impossible that it
can be otherwise, for the simple reason
that the basis of the superstructure of
our industry is false; and as we raise the
superstructure, it widens and extends
until it over-balances and downi it cones
to the base again. It is something like
this that causes the trouble. Suspicion
is breathed. confidence is destroyed ;
and the whole superstructure. which
looks fair and reasonal le. tum ble
down like the card-house of' a child;
and where apparent prosperity was.
there is nothing left but ruin and mis-
ery. That Ï J believe, what we are
suffering froni at the present moment.
Some gentlemen have said that it is
inflation. Well, what is it that cause"
inflation ? It is the same abominable
system of creditt No man will give
more for a.thing than it is worth if le
pays for it, but he who deals on
credit, buys on speculation in the hope
of an advanee in value to make money.
If we had a monetary system equal
to the wants of' the people this thing
would be remedied.

Again. I am told that it is over-
production front which we are suffering.
This appears to me extraordinary. I
have always been led to believe that
production created happiness, and how
can it be the cause of misery? I
believe that over-production is of itself
an impossibility--that the wants of
mon are as illimitable as human
thought-and man is able to consume
all thathe can produce. They talk of'
over -production ! Why look around
the world and see the millions that have
not enough to c lothe them, not enough
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food to teed them, nor enough houses
to shelter- them. Is there over-
production when many of the
the citizens of Toronto, Hamilton, and
Montreal are starving ? Is it t ecause
of over-production that they are suffer-
ing? No; it is for the want of the
means to get that which is necessary
for their sustenance and comfort. Our
eredit svstem, I believe, will be the
ruin of tlis eountry. We boast of the
prosperity of Canada. but is a man
prosperous who btilds a house on
(redit? Our public works are earried
on with borrowed nonev; our banks
do business with borrowed money ; our
railroads are run with borrowed nonev,
our municipal indebtedness we owe
in England ; and if the English
ereditor came and demanded payient
of oui liabilities, where would our
prosperity be? Would we be able to
liquidate our liabilities ?

Some speak of a retaliatorv tariff.
I don't believe ini anything of that
kind. We ought to adopt a poliey,
not in opposition to other countries,
but conducive to Caiadian interest. It
is not for the people of' the United
States or (Gýreat Britian that this House
is ealled upon to legislate. It is for
the Canadian people, and a poliev which
will beietit oui industries is the onilv
one w-hieh should have the sanction
of* this House-not a retaliatory policy,
bitut one whieh will stimulate Cariadian
eiterprises. I believe that the mione-
tary systei is the real cause, not only
of the diffleulties of this country, but
creates the confiiet between capital and
labour all over the world. No question
ean corne before the people of the
civilized world to-day that is so impor-
tant to humanity as this one of the re-
lations between capital and labour.
Between the two there is an apparent
antagoniini when there should really
be none, and I believe the monetary
systerm is responsible for the Trades'
Unions in England and America, and
the International in France.

There is no antagonisi in reality,
because capital is only labour realized,
and what is injurious to one nust be
destructive to the other. The inter-
ests of the one are identieal with
those of the other, and this whole trou-
ble, this financial crisis, under whieh
Canada to-day is suffering, is not con-

Mr. WALLACE.

fined tothis country. It cannot be for
the reason that bas been assigned-the-
want of protection to manutctures-
because as the hon. member for Peter-
boro' bas shown, the saie evils exiÈt
in the countries where manufacturers
enjoy great protection. It cannot be
because we are a free trade country;
because the same troubles exist in Eng-
land. Some better reasoi than either
must assigiied for the finanieal de-
pression that affliets nearly every
country in the world at the present
tine. I believe it is the faulty inone-
tary systei that is ntow paratlyzing the
world.

IIr. BLAIN noved in aiendmient
to the aimendient, that the word
" financial '" be struck out, anid the
words " anufacturing aind commer-
cial "be substituted in lieu thereof.

Mr. SPEAKER said this w-ould altei
the original motion.

Mr. DECOSMOS said ho vouild re-
lieve the hon. genitlemnani of his diffi-
eultv. It was the wish of hon.
gentlemen oit both sides of the House
not to press the amendment to a vote;
and lie was perfectly willing to meet
their views, as he could not sec how
any good to the cause of protection
could be got by voting on.it. Hie noved
for leave to witlidraw the aieindiient.

The motion was carried.
Mr. BUNSTER-I believe I was the

seconder ot that amneidment; I (1o not
feel bound, nor cai I see any good
reason why it should be withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER-I have deelared
the amendment withdrawn.

Mr. BLAIN moved his anemîdmnt
to the original motion, and said-It
seeis to nie that the original resolu-
tion does not cover hie griound that is
desired. The House admits there
is a serious financial depression.
It will be found to exist among the
manufacturers and mercantile men;
the agricultural interest is very pros-
perous.

I have always favoured protection,
and I do not hesitate to say I am a
Protectionist. I know it requiros some
courage boldly to avow this. There
are many in this country who acquired
their ideas of trade and commerce
under different circumstances fronm
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those in which our country is ; and in
the face of the many able men who
have written on the subject it requires
some courage to assert that Canada
should adopt a protective policy.

I conceive protection arises ont of
nationality, as naturally as the stream
flows from its source to the sea. If we
desire to have a national or central
power for the purpose of' defence or at-
tack, it becones absolutely necessary
that we should protect our people and
look to the national welfare. I con-
eeive we have looked to the welfare of
the nation when we have guarded all
its different interests. I do not think
the gentlemen in this House have
looked to the consequences of free-trade
in England ; where it has enriched
some, it has nipoverished manv more.
What is the result when vou examine
the question ? Nearly every working-
mnan bas retrog4raded fionm the little
property he owned, and is on the rent-
list. Look at the legislation that has
had tho be enacted in the British bouse
ot Connons, in order to protect the
people against this svstem of holding
miien's labour. The tirst legislation was
to relieve the children, then the women,
and thein the ien ; and the moment the
capitalist was limuited in his dealing
with the workingmen, whenî ho was n o
longer able to compel them to work
eighteen or nineteen hours instead of»
une or teni, for a dav's labour, then ho
ould no longer monopolize the mar-

kets of the world. It rises naturallv
from the doctrine laid down. They will
tell you that a capitalist ought Ï0 be
allowed to iake as large a return on
his capital as he can. It will be found
that the whole system of political
Oecioniy in England rests upon three
great pillars. Smith's Book, writ-
ten a hundred years ago, is
the first pillar of the system ; then
Menlkins' system of' population which
which was the second great (iscovery
l, this science; and Mr. Ardles'
(liscovery of the svstem of rents is the
third. Through the whole systeni of
political economy these three principles
r1u. Menlkins lays it down that the
population increases so fast that the
production of the necessaries of life
cannot keep pace with it. This does
not apply here. We have abundance
of land, and we want population to till

it, so that it is a fallacy. There thev
have reduced free-trade to a science. I
find it asserted in the London Tines
that those who do not believe in free
trade are simpletons, and those who
dare to dispute it are not entitled to be
heard at all. A very great many
people will dispute it, notwithstanding
what the Tines says. I believe that
political economy is not a science. I
deny to it the right' to be ranked
among the sciences. You will tind no
two of its exponents agree on its
principles. I lefieve this systeni ot
protection affects the population of
this countrv to a very great extent.
I iNo less than 500.000 native-horn
Canadians have gone to live iii the
United States, where thy ha vegreater
opportunities to better their circun-
stances. I think we ouùght to endeavour
to keep our own people in our owi
eountry, and induce others to conu
and settle anongst us by building up
our manufaeturing industries. I re-
present an agricultural constitueney.
and I deny that the fairmers are (oing
to be in jured1 by protection. So lon1g
as we continue to export the surplus
produets of the country, instead of
bringing tlie consumier an(d inufac-
turer here, we must of necessity suffer.
Our farmers have only two or
three different articles that they ean
export--wheat, peas and barlev.
Thev also send cheese ; but it is a very
late industry. We find that wheat
alone is the grain we can send to the
markets of the world, we ean send
barley only to the United States. The
fariner has not a satisfactory market
for his oats, peas, turnips and the
thousand and one things that t1w
farni can produee. If ho had the
consuinr beside him ho would have a
profitable market for all he could raise.
The consequence of this want of m arket
in Ontario for years was that the
farmers were obliged to erop their soil
with wheat until thev exhausted their
farmns; and thousands of square acres
along the St. Lawrence have beei
absolutely impoverished simply because
farmers have been compelled to raise
wheat and barley year after year ini
order to pay off their lands. If we had
manufacturing industries there would
have been a home market for the farn
produce, and these elements taken fron
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the soil could have been retutrned to it
te enrieh it again, while the farner
would realize increased prices for
evervthing he raised. I reinember
about thirty years ago when eggs were
sold at 2- pence per dozen, because
the farmers could not take them to
market, and nearly every other product
of the ftrin was the sanie ;now we
have' a more dense population, and
everything the farmer has to raise
finds a ready market and high prices,
so that he can carry on his agricultural
operations on scientific principles an(
iînprove the soil. But if von go baek
to the newlv settled parts of the colin-
tr'v. where there are no markets, you
vill find that the verv difficulties that

existed in the older neighbourhoods
thirty ye-ars ago prevail in that neigh-
bourhood at the present time. I feel
that I should like the Finance Minister
to comle lown with a policy that would
enable us to protect our home indus-
tries, that would enable us to bring the
) rod ueer and consumer together.

Mr. MILLS--I make no particular ob-
jection to the amendment of the phrase-
ology of my motion in the direction sug-
gested bv the hon. inember for West
York. I think that the motion will re-
main substantially the same. My mo-
tion is not open to the objection which
the ritght hon. member for Kingston
and the hon. member for Cumberland
have raisefd.

Sir JOHN A. MACI)ONALD)--No
objection.

Mr. MILLS--It certainly is an
objection from oui point of view. The
right hon. gentleman says he has no
objection to the motion, but he did say
that the motion was in effect one
of want of' confidence in the Adminis-
tration. I may tell these hon. gentle-
men that they show a very great deal
more courage on the Opposition benches
than they displayed on this side of the
flouse. If my motion is a motion of
want of confidence, certainly there
were a great many motions proposed
by hon. gentlemen, when they were on
this side of the House, entitled to this
appelation. I remember when certain
gentlemen had claims against the Gov-
ernment, instead of the Government
assuming the responsibility of dispos-
ing of' these claims, they permitted

Mr'. BLAmN.

their friends on this side of the House
to propose the appointment of Select
Committees to enquire into their
validity. Then I find that the right hon.
gentleman had promised in the
Speech fron the Throne in 1869
an Insolvency Bill, but .after the
measure was introduced, lie seemed to
thinik that the Administration was not
compet ent to decide what the character
of that Bill should be; so he moved for
a Select Committee, and the measure
was placed in the hands of Mr. Abbott.
at that time member for Argenteuil.
Then I fict on the 21st day of April
of that year, Hon. Mr. Rose moved for
the appointment of a Select Comnmittee.
consisting of Hon. Mr. Rose, Sir John
A. Macdonald, lion. J. S. Maedonald,
Hon. Mr. Wood, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr.
Gibbs, Mr. Blake, Mi'. Street, Sir Georige
Cartier, Sir A. T. Galt, Messrs. Holton,
Chauxveau, iDunkin, Tilley, Smith, Me-
Lellan, Macdonald, (Luinenburg) and
Hon. Mir Campbell to take into consi-
deration the subject of banking and cui-
rene of the Dominion. The Finaine
Minister of that day did înot see proper
to bring down to the House a measure
on that subject without referring the
whole question to a Select Committee.
The hon. gentleman referred to Hume's
motion. lHe said Humie in 1826 inoved
a resolution' substantially the same
as mine, to consider the state of the
nation, as a Committee of the Whole
iH[ouse--not a Select Committee. But
Hume did not move that the House go
into committee of the whole; ho moved
that an Address be presented to the
Crown (His Majesty), praying that he
will be graciously pleased to take into
consideration the present state of the
nation, and cause an enquiry into the
cause of the wide-spread distress.
This was considered a direct attack on
the financial policy of the Government.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
Hear, hear.

Mr. MILLS-Those resolutions were
forty-seven in number, attacking the
whole financial policy of the Adminis-
tration. It was impossible that lie
Government could consent to the
motion without admitting their finan-
cial policy had been exceedingly mis-
chievous to the country. Hume says:

" He had, however, for a considerable time
taken a view of the country very different
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from that which seemed to guidetheir policy,
and which induced them to continue imposing
a rate of taxation much greater than our
resources enabled us to bear. His desire now
was to remove from their minds the erroneous
impressions they had taken upon that subject
and to show clearly to them and to the House
that the course which they were pursuing
would, if not checked, bring ruin and misery
upon every class in the Kingdom."

That Vas the statenent made hy
Hume. Further on he says :-

4 For the first part-the currency-he could
sayboldly that Ministers had done very great
mischief in their late measures with respect
to the system of banking. They had in all
their regulations confounded the principles of
currency with the principles of banking, and
heen led by that mistake to do infinite mis-
chief. In order to show the course which, in
his opinion, ought to be adopted, he would
begin by pointing out. what was the cause of
the evils; and they would then better under-
stand the remedy. He should, at the same
time, he hoped, remove the impression which
prevailed upon the subject of the taxation
under which thev now suffered, and which was
greater than had ever been borne by this or
any other nation at any period of history."

Hume's resolutions were therefore a
direct attack upon the whole fiscal
policy of the Administration. It was
inpossible that they could vote accord-
ng to his motion without votiog a

want of confidence im theimîselves. But
wýhen I look at the discussion which
took place ii England in 1847, name-
liately after the financial crises that
occured in that year, I observe Par-
liament. was called together at an
earlier period than usual in consequence
Of this tinancial crisis, and we find Sir
Chas. Wood, then Chancellor of the
Exchequer, moving, observe, the follow-

1g resolution:
" That a select committoe be appointed to

inquire into the causes of the recent commer-
cial distress, and how far it has been affected
by the laws for regulating the issue of bank-
ilotes payable on demand."

Now, I ask the hon. gentlenian if my
mnotion is for a vote of want of confi-
dence, coming fron a supporter of the
Administrating agreeing in the policy of
the Government. If Sir Cha8. Wood's
m1lotiOn was not a motion of want of con-
fidence neither is mine. It is perfectly
clear with regard to any one of these
matters whether it be relating to the
(ommercial distress, the currency of
the country, or the banking system,
to it is cnmpetent for the IIouse
takO such steps as are necessary to

enquire into the causes of the financial
depression. When the right hon.
member for Kingston said he saw
a vote of want of confidence in my
motion, he saw what vas not there. and
w-hat I an sure the majority of this
House did not discover. Whei I
introduced this resolution to the House
I endeavoured to avoid discussing the
question of free-trade anI protectioni. I
pointed out as perfectly as I coul sone
considerations which I think would
show all those gentlemen who jiofess
Protective views that whbat they
predicted as absolutely (ertai as a
consequence of the alteration iii the
lariff. did not flow froni that source.
and (vc were justified in asking for this
enquiry. We have heard some
extraordiniary statements iii this
discussion ; no two of those who
advocated protection inade the saine
allegations with regard to the cause of
the depression ; and I an sure that the
majority of this House would cousider.
froni the different opinions advanced.
that I an justitified in askini for
a Coinittee 'oir the purpose ot ci)]-
lecting evidence to en abie everv nm1an1
in this House to cone to a conitlusion
for himself. Sone gentlemen adopt
a line of argument that would scen to
indicate that a large debt was a treat
blessing - that if we were sattcrine
fron serious financial depressiont
that we shouild increae the birthen of
the population at large. I have n1o doubt
people uînderstand how this conusion
was arrived at. As far as I am con cerned
I an justified in asking for a Conmittee
to make further investigations and
say fron• what particular point of
view these gentlemen look at our
financial position. I remember Sir
Francis Ilineks saying that he never
heard a people so anxiously clamouring
for increased taxation. That was exceed-
inglv gratifying to the Finance Minis-
ter of that day, and I have no doubt if
the Finance Minister of to day should
deen it necessary to impose further
burthens on the people, he would be
greatly encouraged to do so by the gen-
tlemen who have expressed themselves
so strongly in favour of protection.
I have heard all sorts of opinions put
forward with regard to our condition;
and one hon. gentleman from Hamilton
informed the House this evening, that

The -Pinancial .Depression. 145



14t6 The Financial

we are not in as favourable condition
as Massachusetts-in fact he thought
that a State 200 years older than we
are should not be any more wealthy
or prosperous than we ar-e; that the
wealth of Ontario, which is not three-
quarters of a century old, ought to be as
great in proportion as that of a country
with two centuries of improvements.

Now, it is quite true the Americans
have, since the civil war, increased
taxation front an average of 15 per
cent. to an average of something like
40 per cent. The effect on the New
England States generally was to re-
duce the assessed value of land. In
Massachusett s, where it averaged $100
per acre, the reduction was front that
sain to 884.24 per acre. The assessed
valuation of the State feul about $1,000-
000, so that the fixed capital of the
agriculturists was damaged to that
extent by the duties imposed on imi-
ports coming into the United States.
The whole real estate of New England
was reduced 15 per cent., that of Penn-
sylvania 10 per cent. We find that
the United States, after all, is essen-
tiallv an agIicultural country. Agri-
culture• represents 83.500,000,000;
Cottons. $77,000,000; woollens, $69,1
000,000; iron, $119,000,000; shoe and
leather interest. $222,000,000.

Mr. WOOD-Is that the whole of'
the United States, or Massachusetts
only ?

Mr. MILLS-The whole of the
United States. These are facts which
cannot be overlooked. Iii this investi-
gation we are obliged to look at the
effect upoit the whole country, and
every class, and not upoit a particular
class whose business may be for the
moment suffering fron depression. I
have examined the trade returns of the
United States since this discussion
commenced, and I find in 1870 the im-
ports were $452,875,665; in 1871,
$578,759,518; in 1872, $573,912,888;
in 1873, $684,633,736, of which $200,-
000,000 was nearly free. We find the
importations of free goods gradually
incieuasing, and the importation of
those highly taxed to some extent
diminishing. When we look at the
exports for the last year, we notice that
they ·were $644,000,000, or something
over $40,000,000 less than the imports.
That includes $44,472,000 in gold, and

Mr. MrtLs.

$33,000,000sin silver, which sonie .hon.
gentlemen do not consider articles of
ordinary exportation. Deduct these
fron the exports, and you find the ex-
ports reduced to $567,000,000 against
imports $684,000,000.

Mr. WOOD-Does that include all
the foreign bonds of the United States
shipped to England ?

Mir. Mills-It does not. I shall not
trouble the House further. I have
briefly noticed the objections raised by
some hon. gentlemen, but I express.
myself, no decided opinion with regard
to then. I think it is quite right and
proper for this House to make an en-
quiry. I believe there is a general
agreement among hon. members that
it is not desirable to make frequent
alterations in the tarit, and in order
that ultimatelv it may be possible to
place the tariff upon a rational and
permanent basis. it is necessary that a
fuill enquiry should be had into the
causes of the financial and commercial
depression.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Mv
hon. friend who has just sat down dis-
puted the position I took the other
night, tbat this amounted, at the time
and under the circumstances when it
was moved, to a motion of want
of confidence in the Government. Of
course I knew perfectly well my hon.
friend was a devoted supporter of*. the
Administration, and did not want to
injure his friends, but I said his motion
would go further than he desired. I
think it is quite clear from the readiness
with which mv hon. friend accepted
the amendment of the hon. gentle-
man from West York, he must have
come to that conclusion himself, He
must have seen that a motion to ap-
point a Committee to enquire into the
tinancial condition of the country, the
Government being specially charged
with that duty, was a different thing
fron a motion to investigate the cause
of the depression in the manufacturing
and commercial interests. I am quite
satisfied when my hon. friend fron
West York moved this amendment, he
had some understanding with the Tro-
sury Benches.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-lle had
no understanding with me whatever.
Until he got up I was not aware that
he wai gong to move an amendment.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-It
looks.remarkably like it, because the re-
solution as moved by my hon. friend at
first asks for (lue enquiry into the
causes of the present financial depres-
sion, and it assumes that the.re is a finan-
cial depression; but the amendment, in-
stead of asking for an investigation into
it,seeks to enquire into the causes of the
financial and commercial depression.
Therefore, my lion. friend has really
abaidoned the whole of his motion in
aecepting the anendinent, limiting the
enquiry to be mlade; and I say that
this is the 'greatest proof to my mind
of the real secret feeling in ny hou.
friend's own breast----of course we
(annot expeet himu to exhibit it openly
here---that the objection I took is
admaitted and has beeii well grounded.
So we are to have a very harmaless
en'quiry as to the state of two branches,
and not of the two most important
branches of the industries of this couni-
try ; and after discussiig the matter for
three days, we come to have a limited
and partial Comnmittee to make an in-
vestigation, not into the whole of our
financial affairs, whieh, in my opinion,
would have been the case if lefi to a
Special Committee, or diseussed in
Committee of the Whole-substantially
an enquiry into the condition of the
nation. My hon. friend says that the
late Administration allowed a number
of Committees to act. Of course, ifthe
Government of the day asked the assist-
ance of the House, or of the
Committee of the whole House, or
of a Special Committee of the
louse, the- had the right to do so.

They could take the whole House into
their confidence, and ought to do so
in most cases when they ask the assist-
ance of Special Committees.

My hon. friend did not, it is quite
true, move the motion in a hostile feel-
ing towards the Administration ; and
when I asked my question the other
day, it was simply a matter for com-
mnon sense. I think that it must
have, so struck the common sense of
this House, that when we have a
Speech from the Throne, declaring the
fact that there was stagnation in bùsi-
ness and trade generally, from
Sympathy with the depression in the
United States that economy was re-
quired, and that the estimates were

going $o be prepared in au economical
spirit, owing to the loss of revenue
caused by this stagnation ; and
when the Minister of Finance
informed us that the Budget was
to be brought down in a few days, and
the estimates laid before us-they are
before us now-previous to which time
we would not be in a position to know
what the policy of the Governiment
was, ny hon. friend came behind the
reasons given in the Speech, and moved
for a Committee to enquire into
the causes of the tinancial depression.
the Cominittee, of course, being en-
powered to report froni time to time.
and send for persons and papers, sit-
ting-if the proceeding were to be of
any v-aue--or weeks, and until very
late in the Session. When we were
told that the Government was coming
dovn at an early date with their finan-
cial policy, it was equivalent to sayig
we will take out of the hands of the Gov-
eriînment that question. This was what
I demanded the other day, and this was
the necessary result of my hon. friend's
motion if the Committee vere granted.
A Conmittee of this kind, however, i
a perfectly harnless one ; and its
enquiries have been limited. I dare
say that a desire to get rid of the
inconvenience of having substantially a
vote of want of confidence on the
Journals, has induced ny hon. friend
to accept the motion in amîendment.
Why, were it otherwise, did
the hon. menbers who agreed to
sit. on this Connittee, feel that
they must keep their minds open
regarding the subject and causes of the
financial depression ? My hon. friend
in his speech has just said, that he did
not intend to express any opinion on
these questions until the evidence was
taken. Another hon. member, who is
on Lthe Conmittee, yesterday stated
that he would not give an opinion, and
he thought that he ought not to
Io so on accouitof his position. Well,

what is the consequence ? Although he
would not express an opinion in this
House as to the causes of the financial
depression, he would be called upon
to vote, whether he intimated his
views or not, and express his opinions
in the strongest manner possible by
giving his vote concerning the best
ineans of relieving1 the depression.
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They will be obliged to vote ; and* here-
fore give their views with reference to
the G;overnment's policy touching this
depression ; the extent of it, the nature
of it, the causes of it, and the means of
remedying it, before the result can be
known. And thus those gentlemen,
who felt thenselves prohibited fron
doing so, with respect to the financial
depression and the ineans of reniedy-
ing it, may be, and certainly will be
called upon to vote both after the
Budget is brought down and the finan-
cial policy of the (Government is disclos-
ed. These are the grounds, which I
took the other night, and to which I
still adherc.

The motion iii aiendnenit, which
lias been accepted by my hon.
triend, makes it a very harn-
less enquiry, like the motions
iaade during previous Sessions concern-
ing the state of agriculture, and the
state of nanufactures. All these are
very well in there way, as I said, when
I took the position I first did ; and I
tell muy hon. friend that he has alto-
gether changed the position he took
Originally, when be accepted the
amendinent.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-My honi friend
renarks that an enquiry into the
eauses of depression in one branch of
industry is ver-y well, and so with re-
gard to two branches, but as to thre,
four or five, it is a vote of want of con-
tidence. Miy hon. friend froni Both-
well pointed out that two very large
branches of occupation-the comnier-
eial and mnanufacturing-are in a state
of stagnation, and that ihis eaused a
financial depression. He noved an
enquiry into the causes of that depres-
sion. My hon. friend froi West York
pointed out what these two subjects are,
in terns enibraced in the amendnment,
and the hon. imembher for Bothwell ac-
cepted that aiendnryt. This is sub-
stantially what it was. He was right
then and he is right now.

Hon. Mr. T IJPPEIR-I suggest as an
amendment that the word - ruining"
be embraced in the motion.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The ianendment
to the motion is not yet earried. Per-
haps the hon. member might ask
the hon. member for West York to in-
troduce that suggestion into his amend-
ment.'

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I would just
say, that of all the industries in' this
country, there is none of greater im-
portance than the mining interest ;
and I regret to state that of all
our industries none is suffering in so
reiarkable a degree. I wish that it
be added to the list.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-I would
suggest something of the sane
eharacter with relation to olher
branches of trade.

Hon. Messrs. Mackenzie, Blake,
and other Hon. Gentlemn-Hear,
Hear.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-J ani glad, to
I find that my suggestion maeets with so

mnuch iapprov'al in the House. I allude
to two other branches in which the
prosperity of the country is very
deeply involved,-I mean the great
hipping and linbering interests.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-I would
suggest that there should be also in-
cluded tie brnîch of nanulfaceturing
tariffs.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL---Mv hon.
friend the Finance Minister wil
ex(lise lie. I find that for the pur-
poses of taxation, the luniber and ship-
ping interests are considered., irrespec-
tive of niai ufacturin îg inte rests, 'or
the purposes of the Administra-
tion; and wienl it suits the pur-
poses of the Administration to
specially consider t hei, then I
prefer to have it done in niy own way.

Mr. G4ODl)ON-I--- just rise to correct
myx- hon. friend fior Hamtilton, regarding
one statenient contained in the statis-
tics ho quoted. Ho stated that the
bulk of the iron imported into Canada
dunring the past year came froni the
United States and not froi Britain.
Referring to the 'trade returns, I
find, Sir, that the amount of iron mi-
ported froni these respective countries
during the last year, was: Great
Britain 53,422 tons; the United States
6,986 tons ; or altogether about. 80
per cent. fron the United States as
against Great Britain. .

Mr. WOOD-The statement made
by the hon. gentleman is not correct.

Mr. MILLS-Mr. Currier having
refised to act on the Committee, I ask
that Mr. McDougall of Renfrew ho his
substitute.

The amendment being carried,
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Hon. Mr. TUPPER said-I move,
iseconded by Sir John A. Macdonald,
that the original motion, as amended,
be amended by adding the words " the
mining," after the word "inanufac-
turing."

This amendment was adopted, and
Hon. Mr. TUPPER expressed it as

his opinion that the shipping and
lumbering interests were included in
the terms of the motion.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL---I have no
<loubt that my hon. friend is very sin-
ere, but if he will tell me how ship-
building, one of the great industries
in our country, is a inanufacturing
industry, then I would be satisfied with
the suggestion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.-Then 1
suggest that my hon. friend for Cum-
berland do that at his leisure after we
adjourn.

Mr. MASSON---Sine sich a scope
is to be given to the enquiry, the agri-
cultural interest niight as well be
added. I an told that at the present
moment this interest is suffering
in Quebec. Produce cannot be
sold, and there are practical agricul-
turists in the House who could act on
the Committee. I suggest that Mr.
Bonoit be put on the Commitee.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - A
motion will be made for a Select Com-
mittee for that special purpose.

Mr. SPEAKER-The amendment
suggested, is out of order.

The amendment of the Hon. Mr.
Mitchell was seconded by Mr. Masson.

Mr. KILLAM-I do not think that
there is any depression in the shipping
and fishing interests.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-It ought to be
enquired into. What is proposed to be
added is unnecessary.-

Hion. Mr. MITCHELL-People who
know more about it than the Minister
of' Justice think it necessary.

Mr. SPEAKER - It rests entirely
with the House.

Hon. Mr. TUPIPER-I was glad to
hear from a gentleman so well ac-
quainted with the shipping interest as
the hon. member for Yarmouth, that
the shipping interest is in an emi-
nontly prosperous condition. While

il

paying great respect to bis inti-
mate acquaintance and knowledge of
that interest, I must say that my
information is of a lotally different
description. My information is
that this most important interest
iii this Dominion has rarely been in a
state of greater depression than to-day
-that the owners of ships throughout
the countrv are suffering somewhat,
and instead of receving money are
very frequently called upon to pay
money for the capital they have invest-
cd. While I should leave listened with
with great pleasure to the statement, if.
correct, I listened with greater sur-
prise than pleasure to the statement
the lon. gentleman has made.

Mr. MITCHELL-. should like to
call the attention of the hon. gentle-
man for Yarinouth to one fact. I
have reeived a communication from
New Orleans, a port which gives em-
ployient to a large portion of our own
tonnage, to the effect that vessels there
arc not earning money, and are not
therefore in a posperous condition.

Mr. KILLAM--I must explain that
these hon. gentlemen have somewhat
misunderstood me. The fact is that
the shipping of this country is employ-
ed in all parts of the world, and in some
p arts freights are low and unprofitable.
But what I wished to convey was that
as a general rule if the trade was not
sufficiently prosperous, we need not
enquire the cause in this iHouse-that
we should leave matters to take their
course and the depression in time will
disappear in itself.

The amendment proposed by Mr.
Mitchell was then carried.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Mac,.
kenzie, the name ofMr. McDougall was
substituted for that of Mr. Currier.

The flouse adjourned at Thirty-five
minutes past Ten p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, February 21, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.
BILLS INTRODUcED.

Mr. WOOD (Hamilton)-To amend
the Act to authorize the incorporation
of Boards of Trade in the Dominion c
Canada.
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Mr. CHARLTON-To amend the
Act regarding the Transportation of
Cattle. T

REPORTS.

Hon. Mr. SMITH brought down the
Supplementary Report of the Marine
and Fisheries Department.

PRINTING RETURNS.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL asked of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
whether any steps had been taken to
get the papers laid before the House
relating to the Shipping interests
printed for distribution among the
nmembers of this House ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH said he had not
taken any such steps, but he would be
very glad to have them printed.

After a brief discussion-
bon. Mr. MITCHELL moved that

the papers be referred to the Printing
Committee. Carried.

GUYON ISLAND LIGHT-IIOUSE.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton), asked
whether the Government intend con-
structing the Guyon Island Light-
house, for which an appropriation was
made last year ?

Hion. Mr. SMITII-Tenders were
invited last summer, and a man by the
name of Cameron sent in the lowest.
The contract was awarded to him.
He was notified accordingly, but he
declined to enter into the contract.
His tender vas $2,130. The next
lowest was $2,960, and the contract
was awarded to that contractor, who
has entered into it, and by the terms
of the agreenent the light-house will
be finished by August next.

THE. PATENT ACT.

Mr. LANDEIRKIN asked whether
it is the intention of the Government,
during the present Session, to intro-
duce any amendments to the Patent
Act so that the public may be botter
guarded against Por-sons selling Patent
rights ?

lHon. Mr. BLAKE-There is no
present intention to amend the Patent
Act. I took the opportunity of seeing
My hon. friend with reference to the
precise meaning of this question, and I
will confer further with him on the
subject, but as I at present understand

Mr. KILL AM.

it, I do not propose to make any-
amendment to the Act.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RAILWAY
FENCE.

Mr. MCINTYRE asked whether the
Government has accepted of any of
the tenders for the construction of the
Prince Edward Island Railway Fence;
if not, what action do they intend to
take regarding it?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Gov-
ernment did not accept any tenders.
They were all considered too high, and
instructions have been given to the
engineer in charge of the road to get
out some of the materials in order to
do the fencing by day labor.

CONNECTIONS WITH THE PACIFIc RAIL-
WAY.

Mr. MASSON asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to
adopt any means to assure the
construction of a lino of railway to
connect Portage du Fort, proposed
terminus of the projected Quebec
Government Railway, with the subsi-
dized portion of the Canada Central
Railway?

bon. Mr. MACKENZIFE-The mat-
ter bas not been brought under the-
consideration of the Government in
any way further than this, that i
requested a year ago the Chief Engineer
of the Northern Colonization Road to,
join with the two other engineers,
and ascertain whether a crossing could
bo had and connection made at that
point. There has been no farther
communication, I think, between any
of the Companies interested and the
Government on the subject up to the,
present time. I may say I will be
very glad to show my hon. friend the
report of these engineers if ho desires
it.
INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Mr. GORDON asked-1st. What
amount of salary is intended to be paid
to District Inspectors of Weights and
Measures; 2nd. Amount of salary to
be paid to Deputy Inspectors ; 3rd.
From what date will salaries of Inspoo-
tors and Deputy Inspectors be paid ;
4th. Will return of expenses of Inspec-
tors and Deputies be required to b)e
certified to under oath; 5th. When
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will the Inspection Act come into
"operation ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE--The
amount of salary is graduated by the
population of the districts. Nearly all
the salaries, however, are $500, oxcept
in some of the larger cities and dis-
tricts where there is a much groater
amount of wor1k. Tie salaries will
date from the time of the Inspectors
sending in their b'nds. The return of
expenses will be made according to the
Act. The Inspection Law vill come
into operation as soon as the Infland
Revenue Department have all their
arrangements comnpleted, and I believe
they are finished now. I may add the
Inspectors are paid not exactly accord-
ing to population, for in the large
cities of Montreal, Quebec and Toronto
the mercantile business controls the
salary to a large extont, as ten times
the business will be done in these
particular cities that is done in rural
districts of the saine population.

HARBOUI OF REFUGE ON LAKE ONTARIO.

Mr. GORDON asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to
create a Harbour of Refuge on Lake
Ontario between Toronto and Kingston
with sufficient depth of water to
accommodate vessels drawing fourteen
feet of water ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is not
the intention of the Government to
propose anythirig of the kind this Ses-
sion, either there or elsewhere.

PROPERTY AND CIVIL RIGHTS.

Mr. BLAIN enquired whether it
'i the intention of the Government in
commencing the work of consolidating
the Statute Law to take any steps to
bring into uniformity all or any of the
Laws relative to Property and Civil
Rights in Ontario, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, and of the procedure
of all or any of the Courts of those
three Provinces under Section 94 of
the British North America Act ?
Slon. Mr. BLAKE-Two matters

are referred to in the question which
nay no doubt be connected with each

other. It is not the intention of the
Government to take any steps towards
the latter.

lui

LIGHTHOUSE ON BALD HEAD ISLAND.

Mr. BIGGAR enquired whether the
Governmnent intend constructing a
Lighthouse on the Island of Bald IHead,
in Lake Ontario, in the Province of
Ontario, for which an appropriation
was made last year?

lon. Mr. SMITJI-I c'an inform my
hon. friend that it is the intention of
Government to construet a lighthouse
there. The plans are now ready. and
invitations for tenders will be issued
during the week.

THE HARBOUR OF QUEBEC.

Mr. FRECHETTE asked whether
it is the intention of' the Government
to have the South Shore represented
among the five Commissioners to be
appointed by the Executive for the
Harbour of Quebec ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The mat-
ter is under the consideration of the
Government at present.

GRAVING DOCK FOR QUEBEC.

Mr. FRECHIETTE enquired whether
the Government have come to a decis-
ion with regard to the site of the pro-.
posed Graving Dock for the Harbour
of Quebec; or whether it is the inten-
tion of the Governmnent to send their
Enginccer to 'xmine the di4erent
contemplated sites in the proper season
to ascertain the action of the ice ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Gov-
ernment Engineers are at present
examining the sites, and we can come
to no determination until their report.
is received.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
thought the site was settled some time
ago.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-My hon.
friend is mistaken. There has been no
intimation of the Government, I am
sure, or of any member of the Govern-
ment, that it was settled.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALDJ-Or
expecting it to be ?

Hon. Mi. MACKENZIIE-Or expoet-
îng.

RAILWAY RETURNS.

Mr. IRVING asked what Railway
Companies have made Returns to the
Honourable the Minister of Publi
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Works in accordance with the second
and third sections of the Act of last
Session entitled " An Act to extend
"and amend the Law requiring Rail-

way Companies to furnish Returns
' of their Capital, Traffic and Working

" Expenditure; " and wbether the
Returns required by the fifth section
of the said Act will be laid before
Parliament within twenty-one days
from the commencement of this Session
in pursuance of the said Act ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I did not
observe the first part of my hon.
friend's question asking to give the
names of the Companies; but I may
say that the Returns have not been
very well furnished. Comparatively
few, I believe. have sent Returns,
although I have is-ued1 eircalars repeat-
edly on the subject. Those furnished,
such as they are, will of course be pre-
sented to the House in conformity with
the statute. I may perhaps take advan-
tage of this opportunity, although scar-
cely within the scope of the question, to
inform the House that the Government
find a difficuilty in obtaining accurate
statistics under the law to which my
hon. friend refers. We have taken
steps to get complete and accurate
statisties of all the railways, and
those will be publi'shed in a volume
showing the location of all roads built,
in the course of construction, and the
lines projected, so as to place complete
information on this subject in the
hands of the public.

BRANCH RAILWAY.
Mr. BLANCHET enquired whether

it is the intention of the Government
to build a branch railway from St.
Charles, County of Bellechasse, to St.
Joseph de Lévis, in order that the wes-
tern terminus of the Intercolonial
Railway should be fixed near the Har-
bour of Quebec ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-.It is not
the intention of the Government to
build this railway.

MAILS TO THE OCEAN STEAMERS.
Hon. Mr.TUPPER enquired whether

the Government have entered into a
contract with the Messrs. Cantin, of
Montreal, for the construction of a
steam tender to transport mails from
Father Point to the Ocean steamers.

Mr. IbVNG

and if so, whether tenders were publie-
ly invited before such contract was
entered into ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Gov-
ernment have entered into a contract
with Messrs. Cantin, their offer being
the lowest of the shipbuilding firms to
whorn circulars were sent inviting ten-
ders for this service.

BOUNDARY LINE.
M5fr. ,ROSCOE asked whether the

Government have taken any steps to-
procure a settlement of the Boundary
Line between Alaska and British Col-
umbia, especially where said line cros-
es the Stikeen River?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Gov-
ernment took steps by asking a vote
for this purpose, but we have not found a
willingness on the other side of the line
to join in a commission at the pre-
sent time to ascertain the boundary.
We have, therefore, invited the
United States Government to fi x upon a
boundary on the river. That Govern-
ment have complained that some
Canadian settlers have located upon the
United States side of the line of that
river. The Government will endeavour
to obtain a settlement of that particu-
lar point, but we cannot proceed with-
out the sanction of the United States
authorities.

TRADE WITH THE WEST INDIES.
lon. Mr. MITCHELL enquired

whether any and what steps have been
taken by the Government to open up a
trade with the British and Foreign
West Indies and South America;
whether any and what person bas
been appointed in connection with that
service; also what instructions have
been given by the Government to
such person or Agent in connectiou
with the same ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman is aware, I believe, that we
invited tenders last year for a steam
mail service-ostensibly for the mail
service, but really with an endeavour
to open up a trade between Canada and
the West Indies. Those tenders weremot
so moderate as to justify us in accept-
ing the lowest of them. Since that
time we have been endeavouring to
colleet such information as would on-
able us to take some action with regard

[COMMONS.] ' BuanS.



[FEBEUARY 21, 1876.]

to the West Indian trade. The ab-
normal political stato in some of t1e
principal islands, however, is suchl
that we cannot miake much progress
antil existing differences are settled.
No person bas been formally appoint-
ed to go there on Lebalf of the Govern-
ment, but we are at present engaged
in prosecuting some enquiries whieh
we hope will lead to scme resuIt. We
have nothing to bring dcwn to the
Ilouse on the subject, Lut I will infoîm
the hon. gentlemen privately at any
time of allthe ficts in our possession.

FISHERY PRIVILEGES.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved for an
Address to His Exeellency the Gover-
nor General for all Orders in Couneil,
instructions to cffieers, reports ficm
officers, with all correspondence to or
from ofBcials or private individuals or
public bodies in connection with the
arbitrary attempt of the Government
to compell the occupants of Fisheries
in the Maritime Provinces to an en-
forced attornment to the Government
and an ai bitrary deprivation of their
rights wbich have foir at least a quarter
of a century been used and cnjoyed by
them. The hon. gentleman said :-" I
may state for Ihe information of the
House, that the Fisheries in the Mari-
time Provinces, for the last three-
quarters of a century, have been used
and enjoyed by the people owning the
lands in front of the rivers, bays and
estuaries of those Provinces. It bas
been universally admitted and publicly
recognized that such persons have the
right to fisb in fiont of their lands;
and any ehahge whieh disturbs the
relations of not one, but the whole
Provines,must necessarily creat a great
deal of public excitement and interest.
Iwas surprised in the month of May last
to, find that the Minister of Marine and
iFisheries---and in dealing with this
question I wish to refer to him with
all ceourtesy and with that respect
which I generally try to engraft on to
any resolutions I make in regard to
this Department--IJ was surprised that
the hon. gentleman sprang upon the
9ountry Orders in Council which revo-
lutionised and created more excitement
i». the county I represent than any- s
thmg has donc since Confederation. The
IO. gentleman will understand that I

don't desire to use any offensive terms,
but to speak of facts as they strike my
mind. My hon. lriend knows that
during the agitation of the Confedera-
tion question, in which he took a con-
siderable part, some very strong argu-
ments were used by the opponent8 of
the movement. If' 1 remember rightly,
one of the principal points made by
them was addresýsed to the fisheimen
and farmers in ibis manner. "If you
"go into Confederalion, what do you
"tbink you will gain? What do they
"desire to unite with you for? First,

to pay their debts. Well, how will
"they accomplih that? By taxing you
"in every way." The argument advanc-
ed by myself and others who advocated
the other side was, tlat ther e was no
such intention on the part of the
Canadian gentlemen who represented
at the Quebec Conference the publie
sentiment of the Provinces of Quebec
and Ontario. We told tho people
that there was no desire to do
anything which might wrong any class
in the Maritime Provinces. There is
not in this House a member, whether
herepresents Ontario, iManitoba, or the
Pacifie Province, who desir es to impose
upon the people cf one Province a tax
in violation of pledges given at the
time of Confederation. It will be in
the recollection of hon. gentlemen that
during the first year it became the
duty of the gentlemen at 1he head of
the departments of Government at
Ottawa to carefully revise the existing
laws, and to consider how far they
sbould apply to the different Provinces
that came into the Union. Some of
those laws were models to be followed
and were well adapted for all the Pro-
vinces; and it became my duty to pass
upon the laws connected with the De-
partment over which I then presided.
Sir, one of the measures it became ne-
cessary to consider at a very early
stage in the legislation of the Domin-
ion related to the fisheries; and I ap-
peal to your honour to bear testimony
to the correctness of the statement I
now make, and to my hon. friend from
Cumberland to endorse it.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-Hear ! hear !
Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-That mea-

ure, now in the Statute Book, was sub-
nitted to the House by myself, not as
anything new, framed for the purpose
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of being applied to every portion of
the Dominion; and when this was
donc, no man could dare say that he
could pretend to give to it the con-
struction my hon. friend the Minister
of Marine and Fisherios does, in the
report ho has made to the Council, and
by the Government in its adoption and
the issue of the Order in Coun-
cil I hoLI in my hand. It will
be recolloected by hon. gentlemen,
-- and I regret that my late leader is
not in the Ilouse--I did not have
the honor of thon sitting in this Cham-
ber-when the measure was under
consideration tho question was asked
from this side of the louse by my
hon. friend from Cunberland, whether
or not it would deprive the people
of the Maritime Provinces of the rights
and privileges they had enjoyed for
years and years; and it will be
remembered that rny right bon. friend,
the member for Kingston, in reply,
stated that it would in no way alter
the relation of theso fishermen towards
the Governmont and their property.
These pledges coming from the Go-
vernment, responsible for the legisla-
tion of the country, were accepted as
satisfactory. I will not pretend to say
thàt 1 took tho rosponsibility, any
more than any other non-professional
meimber, of the legal construction of
all measures I had any share in sub-
mitting. But Sir, when the leader of
the late Governmient, the Minister of
Justice, who was responsible for the
advice he gave, distinctly doclared
what I have mentioned, in relation to
these fisiermn, conicerning the use of
the property they had held in New
Bmnswick and] Nova Scotia for three-
quarters of a century, and in some
cases for a contury, I was satisfied.
What howover do we find ? My hon.
friend the Minister of Marine and
Fieheries, in May, 1875, launched upon
the ceontry a sories of Orders in Coun-
cil atec-ting these privileges, and' I
notice that the origeinal date was March
Of that year, but bofre issue March
was struck out, and May substituted.
I will have something to say ut a later
stage of this debate in this regard;
but in the mean time I will state I
think it was the duty of the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, before he
to'ok action to have Pubmitted to the

Ion. Mr. MrÙoxiLL.

House resolutions of such importance
and so seriously affée ting so large a por-
tion of the peo)le of this country and.
further a br'each o' tith, in fact,
with the Province from which I
come. He should have given the
representatives of the population in-
terested an opportauity cof address-
ing, and seeing whether this House
would deliberatey asscnt to such
action. Since the first settlement,
and I may say at te first settlement,
of the country in that part-I speak
more particularly of the locality I
know best and the county to which I
belong, through which the second
river in the Province runs--families
from father to son have held such privi-
leges upon the fisheries; upon them
they relied chiefly for subsistence, for
it was not until longt afterwards that
the lumber interest bocame important
and a great source of wealth, they os-
cupied farms, and owned the fishing
limits in front of thet wihout restriê-
tion or taxation in any way whatever.
When we were struggling to obtain
the union of these Provinces, it became
necessarv to consider the effect which
the Laws of Canada would have on the
people of our own Province; and I
communicated to tLes people my belief
that no interference would be attempt-
ed with their rights; año that I would
take an early opportunity of submit-
ling their claims.

Hon. Mr. SMITI--Did you put it in
the Act?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL- will tell
my ion. friend i believed I did put it
in the Act, and I challenge him to find
authority in it for the construction h.
endeavours to put upon it. I will read
the only authority which he pretends
to possess for the legislation. I would
not say legislation, but the arbitrary
exorcise of a vory arbitrary power.
Now, in all this volumeo, the only por-
tion in this regard-if I am wrong my
hon. friend will co rrect me-i the
second clause:--"Tie Minister of Marine
" and Fisheries may,where the exclusive
"riglit of fishing does not already ezsW
"by law,"

Ion. Mr. SMITH--Hear ! hear I
Ion. Mr. MITCIELL-" Issue, or

a uthorized to be is.sued ofrhshery lases
"anid licenses, for fihories and fishing
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"whersoever situated or carried on, but
-4e leases or licenses for any term exceed-

ing nine years shall be issued only
"under authority of an order of the Gov-
"ernor in Council." I shall explain the
.meaning of the clauses as I and hon.
gentlemen on both sides of the House
.understood it. A system was in vogue
in Canada for the purpose of leasing
flshing privileges on rivers; and the
object ot the latter part touching exten-
sion to nine years, was introduced to
give to gentlemen desirous of fly-fish-
ing- such right for that period of
tiine. I will frankly admit that tho
system which prevailed in Quebee

.and also in Ontario, but less extensi-
vely, countenanced the granting of
leases and licenses, because nu exclu-
sive rights had any existence, therefore
it was stated in the Act, " where the ex-
"clusive right does not already exist by
"law," and I challenge my hon. friend
to point to any other section giving
him authority fIr what he has done. I
fel that the House will not construe
the clause in that way, sweeping away
these privileges and springing a mine
*upon the people. The regulation was
adopted before the flouse adjourned
last year, and when my hon. friend
brouglit down the Estimates, he should
have taken the House into his confi-
dence, as I hold lie was bound to do ac-

-cording to Constitutional Law. Cor-
respondence has passed between us on
the subject, and we understand the mat-
ter very thoroughly. I know that he
will tell the House that two or three de-
cisions have been delivered in New
Brunswick Courts, negativing the idea
that any exclusive privileges exist in
law. He quoted in his letters three
cases; but the first does not sustain the
position he assumes. I frankly admit
that the second, under theruling of Mr.
Justice IRitchie, now of the Stupreme
-Court, does take strong ground,
and states that no exclusive
right exsits; but I maintain that by
the opinion of no single judge, how-
-ever eminent, the rights of a Province
eau be swept away. No appeal was
taken, and we have had no opportunity
of learning whether his decision was
correct or otherwise. The third is

--an entirely different case and does not
- affect the question under consideration.
lNow, Sir, my lion. friend will say'

that this is no new system ; and in
reply to me, lie stated, that the systemu
of taxation hal already existed in our
Province. This I muost unhesitatingly
deny ; a number of mnagistrates in my
county merely recomimended that a
registration fee of fifty oents should be
imnosed on the nets of the fishermen
for the purpose of registration alone,
and on this he bases his statement that
his policy was sanctioried by the Pro-
vince. I know something about the
transaction, having been one of those
magistrates, and I ain aware that
it was to croate a registration fee,
and pay an officer to koee an ac-
curate record of the nets used, soe
that they were not beyond a certain
leigth aiid of the right size, and in
cases of dispute amiong the fishermen,
or violations of the laws, be able to
prove who Was the transgressor
thieref, e it was not at ail for the pur-
poses of taxation.

The law on the subject in New
Brunswick provides for Orders in
Council -egulatlag the fec. The only
law/thev ever passed iii this regard
regulatel the distances to be taken
up on a river from the mouth to its
source, the length of nets used and
the mode of fishing. I hold, in conse-
quence, that mv lion. friend will be
unable to sustain his position. Fifty
cents were charged for fifty fathoms,
and, if 1 remember aright, twenty-five
cents for every other flfty fathoms,
simply for registration purposes ; and
this was intended as a fund to pay the
officer. I think that my hon. friend
has taken a very extraordinary course.
Ie replied in a letter that he could not,
make exceptional legislation in favour
of New Brunswick ; but what has lie
done ? He has legislated against New
Brunswick, and omitted Manitoba, Bri-
tish Columbia, Prince Edward Island,
and Nova Scotia, and the only Province
to which lie has extended the portion of
the law concerning taxation is New
Brunswick. Ife has imposed $1 on
every 200 lbs. of salmon, and 50 cents
for every 200 lbs. of bass, and I co -
sider that this can scarcely be justified.
I will go further; not satisfied with
this, lie has in a most deliberate man-
ner placed a tax upon the tishermen of
certain portions of the Province, in a
way which applied to them unjustly
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and unfairly, forming certain sections
against other sections; salmon are only
caught in the northern rivers to any
great extent, save in St. Johns' Iarbour,
and bordering St. Johns' and King's
counties, i the rivers of
Northumberland, Restigouche, and
Gloucester counties, and ho bas
selected the two classes of fish taken in
these rivers; the bass fishing is of vast
importance, and I will quote from a
paper evidence of the extent to which
it is carried on just now:

" S r. JoHN, Feb. 3.-The transport of frozen
and fresh fish from northern New Brunswick
over the I, tercolonial Railroad, is assuming
large proportions. Last week 115,000 barrels
were brought to St. Johns for shipment to the
United States markets."

The fr&sh fish taken in winter in our
Province are chiefly bass, and this fish-
ery is very important, giving occupa.
tion to a large numberofpeople. This
order will, therefore, seriously affect
the Province if it is carried out. My
hon. friend proposes te impose a tax
upon salmon and bass alone. He knows
very well in the county from which
ho comes there is neither salmon nor
bass, therefore, admitting it.is a legal
tax, it is unfair, because it presses u-pon
the inhabitants of certain counties. My
hon. friend may say " we have no
" bass or salmon fisheries, but we have
4 shad fisheries which we tax." He puts
one dollar per weir.

Hon. Mr. SITH-I think the cor-
respondence will show there is no weir
in my county at all.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Then it is
all the worse. The tax will not apply
at all to bis county. The fact is, my
hon. friend bas practically exempted
from the operation of these regulations
the counties of Westmoreland, Albert,
Kings', Queens', York, Carleton, Victo-
ria and Charlotte, or nearly so, and I
hold he bas pursued a course that is
not justifiable. But wbat is the reason
they have not applied it to Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward as well as to New
Brunswick ?

My hon. friend bas chosen to take
exception tb the course I have pursued
'with regard to the people of mycounty. In his organs I have been as-
sailed for exciting sedition among the
people of Northumberland.

Hon. Mr. SMITI--Hear 1 hear!
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-My hoe. 2
friend says "hear, hear," but if hê
reads history ho may take a lesson-
from it. He will find that Orders in
Coiuncil have not always been the most-
successful mode of imposing taxation.
What right bas ny bon. friend to as-
sume that ho bas the powers of Parlia-
ment? He nay say he bas the power-
by law to impose licenses, but that doo
not empower to him to levy a tax of
so mach per hundred pounds. I hold
it was the duty of the bon. gentleman
when he proposed to bring in an im-
portant change, affecting the most
vital interests of any class of people
and taking away rights and privileges
which they had enjoyed for three-
quarters of a century -it was his
duty, having his policy matured in
March, while Parliament was in Ses-
sion, to come down to the people's re-
presentatives and ask them to give
him authority to impose this tax,,
and to give us an opportunity of dis-
cussing the question.

My hop. friend says I initiated this
policy, and that it was my intention te-
have adopted the very thing that I
now find fault with. He says, by my
my own Orders in Council and my
own reports, it is apparent I would
have pursued the very same course. I
tell him that I would net. -He says I
agreed to go for a system of uniform-
ity. I did so, when the present
Premier took exception to the existence
of two systems-the licensing system
in Ontario and Quebec, and the other in
the Maritime Provinces. I told him
then that I was prepared to go for
uniformity as far as possible, but I was
not prepared to take away rights and
privileges from the people of my own
Province by imposing a tax upon thetr
own property that they had paid for
and hinberited.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-Why didn't you
do it?

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-Bcause the
hon. gentleman and men like him
turned us out. If I had remained in
power I would have kept my promise
as I always do.

Hon. Mr. SMITII-You said that
the hon. member for Kingston, who
was thon Leader of the Government,
made a promise at the time of the>
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union that the rights of the fishermen
of New Brunswick would not be inter-
fored with; thon why did you make a
promise that you would have the sys-
tom uniform ?

Hon. Mr. MITCHE[L-Is my hon.
friend so obtuse that he cannot see how
uniformity could be attained without
interfering with those rights? My in-
tention was to adapt the free system to
Ontario and Quebec.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-The hon. gentle-
man urged this promise of the hon.
member for Kingston as a reason why
ho should not make it uniform.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL--I did nothing
of the kind, I appeal to the Premier to
ay whether I did or not.

When he complained of the existence
of the two systems, I said that the
Liower Provinces came into the Union
with the pledge that these rights would
be respected, but that I was in favour of
uniformity. I never said that I would
not give the same privileges to the
people of Ontario and Quebec that were
enjoyed by the fishermen of New
Brunswick, because the fishing interests
of those Provinees were not of the
Same importance. I know cases in
which people have paid one or two
thousand dollars for a portion of beach
on which you could not grow a blade of
grass, for the rigit which is now taken
away from them. Is it to be tolerated
that by Order in Council these rights
shall be swept away without compen-
pensation ? If the hon. gentleman
wishes to assimilate the systems, let
him remove whatever tax the fisher-
mon of Ontario and Quebec may con-
sider burdensome, but do not attempt
to get a revenue out of the earnings of
the unfortunate fishermen, or take
away from them the rights they have
so, long enjoyed. lhe hon. gentleman
says he based his action on the reports
wbich I made. That statement was
uttered in May last, and as soon as I
saw it I at once wrote to the Depart-
ment asking for the two reports which
were said to have been made by
myself, and which were made the basis
of this unjust proceeding. He was not
satisfied in perpetrating a wrong on
lite Province to which ho as well as
myself belongs, but ho las, to shield
himself, placed the onus of that wrong
on me.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I do not acknow-
ledge it to bë wrong.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-That is
quite possible. He may know it to be
wrong without acknowledging his
fault. When I went to my count 7last summer the hon. gentleman's
letter was flourished at me by my
opponents and by their press. Now,I
may explain when these reports were
made by me they were made in conse-
quence of an application coming from
the Mr. Adan Frguson, who ownod
fishing stands on the New Brunswick
side of.the Restigouche River, for a
license such as was held by bis friends
on the opposite or Quebec side. He
saw that by the possession of licenses
they were protected in case of
disputes, by the officers of La
Canadienne which was sent there
to look after the fisheries. In disputes
among the fishermen one would occa-
sionally encroach upon another's fish-
ing grounds. Having a knowledge of
the tishermen for some fifty years, I
must say such disputes are ofvery rare
occurrence, but when they did happen,
the advantage of holding a license
was clearly seon, and this led Mr. Fer-
guson to apply for one. This was the
first case and it was such a novel appli-
cation that I made this report to
Council:-
[coPY.]

DEPARTMuNT 0 MARINE AND FISHERIEs,
FisHEsaIRs BRANc1,

OTTAWA, 22nd December, 1869.
The undersigned has the bonour to submit.

for the consideration of Council, the anntxed
application of Adam Ferguson, Esq, of the
County of Restigouche, in the Pro% ince of New
Biunswick, for a license to fish on a station
which he and his famiiy have occupied for the
last seventy years.

The system of granting leases and licenses
for fishing stations has prevailed for many
years in ibe Province of Qnebec and Ontario,
at rates varying in different paits oi these-
Provinces from a nominal sum inPonme portions
of the Province, to an actuai cash value in other
portions.

The Department, prior to its present organi-
zation, found it mostdifficult, and considered i
unwise to adopt a uniform system which
would materially unsettle exiting arrange-
ments.

At the time of the Union, systems of govern-
ing or ' regulating the fisheries of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia prevailtd more
or less perfect, and when the Fisheries Act of
1868 wga .passed, certain reatrictions, were-
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introduced and limitations of the Law, as
applied to these Provinces, and hitherto no
change has been applied to th m in the direc-
tion of leasing or licensing the commercial
fisheries, it being bitherto considered unwise
as a matter of policy to resort to that system.

By the annexed app'ication it will be seen
that Adam Ferguson, Esq., who is a descendant
of one of the oldest settiers and fisbrm n on
the Restigouche, and who with his nestors
have fished the station for the last 70 years,
now voluntarily asks that the protection
which the license systemi affords, and which
he has seen the benefit of on the Canadian
side of the Restigouche, be extended to him, the
better to ensure him tie quiet occupancy
and the Legal recognition in bis station.

This being the first c:ise of an application
for licen4e by the occupant of a station in
New Brunswick, the undersigned has deemed
it his duty to submit the sane to Council,
and begs to recommend that a license at a
valuation by the LocAl Inspector be granted
to Mr. Ferguson for the station a>ked for.

Respectfully submitted.
P. MITCHELL,

1 'r ister of Marine and Fisheries.

Now, Sir, there is a case. 1r.
Ferguson volun tarily asks. My report
stated when any party volunitarily
asks those things Government were
willing he should have them. But
what did Government do ? Did they
adopt that policy ? No; I was asked
to roconsider the question and make
another report, which I did. On the
27th January, 1870, I made this
Report:--

DLJ'ARTIfuT or MARINE AND FWsIERIEs,
FisHRIzs BRANCH,

OrTAwA, 27th January, 1870.
The undersignd has thehonor to bring

under the notice ot the Privy Council
oertain provisions of the Fisheries Act
respecting the is ue of leases and licenses
tor tfshing stations

It has been the practice of the Govern-
ment under the fishery laws in e 'istance
anterior to the Confederation of the prov-
inces, t> grantexclusive leases ani lic~nses
in Ontaro and Quebec for the chief net
fishing stanis for white fish and saimon in
the lakes -nd tid,±l water ; also for anglng
stations in the salmon river emptying into
the Gulf and River St. Lawrence,

In the Provinces of Nov.t Scotia and New
Brunswick no system of the kind was estab-
lis'Jed under the Provincial Acts and
regulations, althougih in the first named
Province the Local Government was in the
habit of renting to individuals exclu.ive
privileges of fly fishing for salmon.

The St itute passed in the first Dominion
Parliament was m de applic4ble to the
various provinces, but left in force certain

Hon. Mr. MzTauzc L.

of the fishe.ry lawa and regulations thon
existing in Nova Scotia aud New Bruns-
wick.

The Canadian Act does not forbid any kind
of fishing wihout leases or licenses, but per.
mits of their being granted by this Depart-
ment wh n th righ' rernainxpub1iý, and provides
a penalty against other persons fish7ng within
limit so let for excl asive occupation it has
been found in most cases occurring in Ontario
and Quebec by parties who djesire to carry on
their fishing operationis without molestation,
and who wish to secura themselves perma-
nently in establishing the fisheries and trade
arrangements connected ther 1with, the whole
involving considerable capital; that the leas.
ing system affords theým greater security and
enhances the value of their outlay as a matter
of commrcial business. Th y have therefore
been wishing, (and in many cases been anx-
ious) to obtain such tities and pay rents for
them ; with the exception of placcs for which
there was much competition, the majority of
stations are rented at nominal rates,-the
Government consideiing the system as a.
means of protection and regulation, rather
than a source of direct reve nue.

There are doubtless in the Maratime dis-
tricts numerous fishing st-tions where the
parties have been in peaceable occupation for
a long time, and being it instances r:p arian pro-
priet j8s thuy think they have acquired a sort of
possession by such prior occupancy. They
may also d sire to secure their holdings by
lease or license

The undersigned does not consder it desir-
able at present to recommend tie application
of the same system to Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. The condition of the fisheries in
these Provinces, and the faut of the local
Fishery Laws never having until lately been
enforced in an effective manner, renders it
probable that the people would be very im-
patient under the necessary restrictions.

The undersigned would however respectfully
suggest, in all cases where it can be clearly
shewn that parties are in the peaceable use of
any salmon fishing stations in the Provinces,
and apply for leases or licenses, that he be
authorized to accede to their applications.

This partial introduction of a system which
has proved beneficial to the fisbing interests
and improved the publie supply in other por-
tions of the Dominion, might lead to a gradual
extension of the system at asu/h times, and in
suckjorms as suli re ud r it gmnera!1 acceptabk.

The whole nevertheless respectfully
submitted,

P. MITCHELL,
imster of Marine and Fisheriea.

Now, Sir, I may say my hon. friend
fails in the statoment ho makes in the
letter of the 12th of July, when he-
quotes as the basis of his action these
reports of mine, to place the.onus of this
unfortunate and repulsive legislation
uipon tbe •recedent et ilishod by my-
self. He faila in that attempt and ha
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done me great injustice in endeavouring
to make me responsible, instead of bold-
ly bearing it himself. When I heard
of this action I addressed a letier, on
the 5th May, 1875, which has gone the
rounds of the public prints, to the
Minister of Marine, in which I stated
the objections to the policy which pro-
sented themselves to my mincd, and
stated that there was no sanction of law
for adopting it, and that, moreover, it
was in violation of a pledge given by
the Minister of Justice from his place in
Parliament when the law was passed.
What was the course pursued by the
officers of tho Goyernment ? The
people were told that if they would not
accept leases their stands would be
taken from them, and many of them
in terror lest they should loso their
stations, complied. But I am very
glad to find the large majority of the
people waited to sec what their repre-
sentative had to say before taking this
step. I had not been in the county
six hours before I was met by four
-delegations asking me te attend public
meetings in order to find out the true
state of the case. I did attend those
meetings, which were numerously
.attended, and told them I would not
take the responsibility of advising,
them, because it was a question
whether the Act had been properly
construed by the Minister of Marine or
by myself. I recommended thein to
take the best legal advice, and ascertain
-exactly what their legal rights were and
how far the Government, through the
Minister of Marine and Fishtries, had
attempted to invade them, at the saine
time telling that if it was found the
Hon. Minister was right to attorn at
once, but if not to fight to the death.
And here, I may tell my hon. friend,
that he bas excited a feeling in
that section of the county which will
not be very easily allayed. I have
seen no reason to change my opinion
as to the construction of the Act, but
-even if it ean be construed as the lion.
Minister endeavours to construe it, he
fails to show that he bases his policy
on anything that I have done. And
even if the Act i8 as he construes it, a
statement given by a Minister during
his term ought not to be lightly vio-
lated. The hon. gentleman should
eome down to Parliament before taking

this st.ep, and if Parliament will adopt
the policy and deprive a large number
of persons of their rights, guaranteed
by three-quarters of a century of occu-
pancy, I will bo very mucli surprised.
I do not believe it will, and I appeal
to the people of Canada in behalf of
their countrymen of the Maritime
Provinces, to carefally consider this
matter. The gentlemen from Nova
Scotia should interest themselves in
this question. My hon. friend wants to
get the entering wedge in. It is only
e4 or $5 a year, we are t!d ; but next
year it will be $10 or $20, and by and
by it will be bard to say what it
will be. If the policy is sustained it
must be extended to Nova Scotia, to
British Columbia, Prince Edward Is-
land and Manitoba. I do n ot wish to
take up any more of the time
of the House. This is a question
of vital importanoe to the people of the
section from which I come. If I have
gone into the personal side of the mat-
ter it is because the press the hon. gen-
tleman controls froin one end of the
Province to the other, have attacked
and charged me with an attempt to
arouse against the Government ill-feel-
ing, which I now positively disclaim.

I gave them good, sound advice ae-
cording to my light and best julgment,
and I have tried to show hore that the
Government have no power in that Act
to take away from the people the ivghts
they enjoyed. I invite the attention
of this Parliament to seo that no inju&-
tice is done and that the pledges given
by public men on so important a point
should not be lightly set aside.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I think that my
bon. friend has pursued a somewhat
unusual course with respect to this
motion. He should have waited until
the papers were before the House before
he delivered himself, when hon. mem-
bers would be in a position to judge
of the issue between us. My hon.
friend has anticipated the papers, and
it is necessary that I should also quote
to soime extent frorm the correspon-
denoc. i think I shall be able to
show that my hon. friend in office
was an entirely different man frome
what ho is out of office - that
every step ho took when presiding over
the bepartment of Marine and Fish-
ories pointed to the ultimate assimilW
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tion of the rights and relations with
regard to this particular matter over
the entire Dominion.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-That is not
correct.

Hon. Mr. SMITI-If the hon. gen-
tleman bad waited for the introduction
of the papers, every one, I think, would
see that what I infer is correct, and
that testimony produced before the
Courts clearly prove it. The hon. gen-
tleman says that this Government has
been guilty of an act of arbitrary con-
duct in reference to the fishermen of
New Brunswick. If I have been guilty
of arbitrary conduct, I think I can
convict my hon. friend on his own
evidence of the highest acts of tyranny.
The hon. gentleman states that an
attempt bas been made to take rights
from the fishermen which they have
enjoyed for three-quarters of a cen-
tury. I deny it. le also takes the
ground that the riparian proprietors
in .New Brunswick have the exclusive
right to fish opposite their own lands.
I will say to this House that there is
no such Law. The question has been
adjudicated upon by the Courts in New
Brunswick, which were of the unani-
mous opinion that no such right existed.
If I succeed in establishing this fact,
my hon. friend will have to acknow-
ledge that he is entirely wrong, and did
me great injustice.

lion. Mr. MITCHELL-I know all
you can prove.

lHon. Mr. SITH-Ifmy hon. friend
knows it, very well; but it seems to
ne that he cannot take a judical view
of the question at all. It will be in
the recollection of the House, that the
lite Chief Justice Ritchie gave it as his
individual opinion, and there was no
appeal from bis decision.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I said al-
peal in the Superior Court.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-The case was
tried in nisi prius. The Judge charged
the jury in a particular way, and an
appeal was taken to the Court in
Banquo, which was unanimously of

opinion that the parties had no exclu-
mve rights whatever.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
(Un my hon. friend not read the case?

Hon. Mr. SMrrH.

,IHon.:Mr. SMITH-Yes; it is the
case of Rose vs. Belyea, first volume of
Hannay's Law Reports, and it is as
follows :-

" This was an action of trespass, tried
before Ritchie, C.J., at the cast Kingston
Court. The damage complained of was the
tearing of the plaintiff's net by defendant,
while the defendant was fishing with it in the
river St. John, within the ebb and flow of
the tide, opposite t the land of the dt fendant,
who claimed the exclusive right of fishing
there. The learned judge directed the jury
that there was no exclusive right of fishing in.
a navigable river ; that the right of fishing in
a navigable tidal river was i the public; and
that the ownership of the land gave the
defendant no right to interfere with a party
fishing in the front of it. Verdict for the
plaintiff, $40.

Barker now moved for a new trial on the
grounds :-, Misdirectiou; 2, ;hat the damages
were excessive, the actual daimage donc tothe
net being according to plaintiff's own evidence
only $2, and he was not entitled toexemplary
damages. Mayne on Damages, 351 ; Price vs.
Severn (7 Brig. 316 )

Per Cariam.-The soil of a public navigable
river is in th- Crown and the right of fishing
belongs to the public. Since Magna Charta
the Crown cannot grant the exclusive right of
fishiug in a public i avigable rivcr to a private
individual. The claini set upbv the defendant
of the exclusive right to fish in front of his
own land entirely failed. Malcolmson vs.
O'Dea (9 Jur. NS. 1,135.)"

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-That case
was never appealed.

Hon. Mr. SMI I-I suppose the
hon. gentleman wants it to go to the.
Queen and Privy Council.

Hon. Mr. MITCIELL-I do.
Hon. Mr. SMITH-Thon why didn't

you get it there ?
Hon. Mr. MITCI" LL-Because T

had nothing to do with it. That cas
was remote from my county.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-Yes; but the
principle is the saie. Well, my hon.
friend cannot impose on the credulity
of the House in that way. The prin-
cipal is the same in Kings County as
in the County of Northumberland ;
the rights of these people are identical,
and therefore what is applicable to one
county is equally applicable to the
another. My hon. friend has chosen to
set up his arbitrary opinion against
the solemn and unanimous decision of
a Court with the Chief Justice at its
head. Why did they not appeal to the
Privy Council ? Because, I supppse,.
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the lawyers said it would be absurd
to do so. Now, surely, my hon. friend
must submit to that law which is in
force in New Brunswick as well as
througbout the rest of the Dominion.
He deliberately says-and I was
rather startled, and I think that the

louse was startled, and that
the country will be amazed to bear it-
that it was his intended policy, if the
Government had not been ousted, to
abolish the system of license and leases,
and assimilate the law to the practice
which had prevailed in New Bruns-
wick. I wonder who ever heard of it
before ? Certainly, I think, no employé
in the Department, or any member of
this House. This is rather remark-
able, and does not seem to harmonize
with the reasons with which he has
justified the difference in the systems,
anent the assurance given by Sir John
A. Macdonald across the floor of this
louse. I do not know what the right

hon. gentleman said at the time; but
this I can say, that the rights of the
people of this country cannot rest upon
a basis like that; but while this was
under discussion, if such was the under-
standing, why did not my hon. friend
insert it in the Act?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I never
dreamt of such a construction being
put upon it.

Hon. Mr. SMITH--What construc-
tion ?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-The con-
struction you put upon it.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I will show you
this, that those proprietors had no
rights such as those in question, secured
them by law.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-You cannot
do it.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I will prove
beyond question that you yourself have
wo stated.

Now then, Sir, what I say to my hon.
friend is-if it be the fact, and if it
was understood in this Parliament,
that the people of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia should be exempted from
the general law introduced by himself,
why was it not put in the Act, when a
few words would have accomplished the
purpose? The second section states:
- The Minister of Marine and Fisheries

"may, where the exclusive right of
"fishing does not already exist by law "
-that is the exception, and wherever
the privilege does so exist, the Minister
has no power, but otherwise ho has
full power and control---" can issue,
" or authorize to be issued, fishery
"leases and licenses for fisheries and
"fishing wherever situated or carried
"on; but the leases or licenses for any
"term not exceeding nine years shall
"b issued only under authority of an
"order of the Governor in Council."

My hon. friend had great power;
and it is extremely doubtful whether
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
should have such power. I can quite
understand that a Minister might use
it generously, but I think it undesirable
he should possess it. Before the change
of Government my hon. friend granted
a great many licenses in New Bruns-
wick to sportsimen for nine years, at
a small price for so valuable a privi-
loge; and if we had them to sell over
again we could obtain four or live times
as much.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Will my
hon. friend state the cases and I will
soon endeavour to answer him.

lon. Mr. SMITH-I only allude to
the general question.

My hon. friend says that the Govern-
ment has acted in a most arbitrary
manner. He cites the second clause,
but does he not know that there is an-
other clause which gives greater power
to the Administration ? fis pretentions
are extraordinary; and what has the
Government done in this case ? Ie
admits we have certain powers but he
maintains that the Government has
arrogated to itself a power it did not
possess, in order to coerce the people ôf
Northumberland County into paying a
tax, to the destruction of*their rights.
It seems to me manifest, that the people
of New Brunswick should be subject to
the same rules in this regard, as the in-
habitants of Ontario andQuebec. I could
not justify in my own conscience any
other course. I have looked over the re-
cords of the Department, and I find that
my bon. friend had evidently been under
a similar conviction. I say, therefore,
it seemed to me utterly unfair to act
otherwise, and I was willing to under-
take or share the responsibility ofintro-
ducing there the system followed in
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Ontario and Quobec. I was quite aware
that it would be unpopular ; such action
evor is, but my duty was plain. I
-would rather not have imposed a regu-
lation obnoxious to my people; but I
laid aside )eisonal interests. I find,
also, that my hon. friend, in order to
make a little capital out of this, goes
back on himself.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL---Do not im-
pugn my motives.

Hon. Mr. SMITH--What did my
hon. friend do in Quebec ? Did ho in-
crease the taxation of the people, with-
out announcing his policy to this
House ? I wonder that ho doos not
recollect it. I can show wbat he did. He
imposed from 50 cents. to $1 a barrel on
salmon of his own more arbitrary wiil,
without reference to the Government
or this House. Whore is my despot-
ism when compared to this ?

I acted with the approvai of' tho
whole Governmont. I have the ovidence
in my own hand if he disputes it.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-I do not
dispute that; but I do not hold that
two wrongs make a right.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I have just got
my hon. friend where I wanted him.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-Ail right,
hear I am, my hon. friend.

lon. Mr. SMITH-My hon. friend
aeknowledges that ho had done wrong
in this case; and I wanted to conviet
him, and show that if I were guilty
of tyranny and despotism, it was
shared by my colleagues. He declares
that the tax levied on the fishermen
of Northumberland was intolerable;
and that there was a registration regu-
lation made by the municipal authori-
ties of the county.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I say that
it was recommended by the Municipal
body of the county.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I do not know
what was recommended, but I under-
stood you to say, that it was for
registration purposes.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELI-Well, Idid
say 80.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I will show that
this, as other statements he has made,
is inaocurate; andloonvict him of hav-
made a false statemnent before the
Hlouse.

Hon. Mr; Sum.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Go on.
Hon. Mr. SMITH-In the New

Brunswick Act 1863, 1 find Section 12,
which runs as follows

" The Governer in Council may impose
and levy an annual tax on cvery net used
for the taking of salmon on the sea coast or
in the baye and rivers in this Piovince not
exceeding fifty cents for every net fifty
fathoms in length, and one-half cent for
every fathom above fifty fathoms ; and may
also enforce and levy such annual tax as
may be deemed reasona le, on all and every
engine, weir or trap. used for taking fish in
the rivers or on the sea coa-t or in the bays
of this Province."

This was the law in New Brunswick
in 1863 ; and Section 13 runs as fol-
lows-

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-We have
read all this.

Hon. Mr. SMITH--You have, but
not th House ; you said that there
was no law.

Hon. -Mr. MITCHELL--I did niot.
Hon. Gentlenon---Oder ! Order !
Hon. Mr. Ml CIIELL--What I said

was this :-that Justices of the Peace-
in the County of Northumberland
recommendòd the Government to take-
such action, and the Government
passed that law with reference to the
issue of an Order in Council, the tax
being paid into the Municipal Treas-
ury.

Hon. Mr. SMITH--I will show you
now that you have only made the,
matter worse--that you have committed
another inaccuracy. You say that it
was a registration fee; I have shown
that it was a tax. The 13th Section
provides:-

" That the taxes imposed under the pro-
visions 'of this Act, or the regulalions to be
made by authority thereof, shall be collected
by the Wardens in the respective districts,
and shall be paid by ihem into the Provin-
cial Treasury in such manner as the
Governor in Council May direct; and it
shall be the duty of the Wardens to make
full and correct returns of the amounts so-
collected and paid over by them respec-
tively, annually, on the 31st day of October
in each year, such returns to be forthwith
transmitted to the Auditor General."

What doos the hon. gentleman say
about that ? He told us that it was a
municipal tax, paid into the county
funds ; but hore is a law declaring
that it was a tax to be paid into the.
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hands of the Receiver General or
the Governor in Council who exercises
the power to which I have referred,
-under this Act, made the following
rule and regulation:-

" The owner or owners of nets used for the
purpose of taking salmon, shall be liable to
and pay the following annual tax, namely:
For every net so used of fifty fathoms in
length, fifty cents, and for every fathom over
fifty, one-half cent; and the owner of every
weir or trap used or set for the purpose of
taking any fish, shall pay an annual tax of
one dollar for every such weir, and of ten
dollars for every such trap."

My hon. Jriend, in the letter he has
addressed to me, bas charged me with
partiality to iny own community ; he
says that its residents were only taxed
$1 per weir, and the fishermen in other
sections $10. I showed, however, to
my hon. friend in my reply that there
was not a weir in my county, and there-
fore his accusation entirely falls to the
ground. My hon. friend essayed to
give the matter another turn, as to
the issue between us.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I said 1 would
show that my hon. friend had during
his administration statod distinctly
that these proprietors had no exclusive
rights. I wrote :-

" Although the question as to whether ripa-
rian proprietors have the exclusive right of
fishing opposite their land is a legal one, and
is really not involved in the controversy
between us, it is as well, perhaps, to discuss
it briefly.

" You have unreservedly given it as your
opinion that they have this right. On this
point I distinctly take issue with you, and
will call you as a witness against yourself to
show that in 1870 your opinion was then in
accordance with mine. In your report to
Council (which was erroneously printd of
Council) referred to in my fcrmer letter as
dated 27th January, 1870, you use this
language: ' There are doubtless in the Mari-
time districts numerous fishery stations where
the parties have been in peaceable occupation
for a long t!me, and being in some instances
riparian proprietors they think they have
acquired a sort of preference by such prior
occupancy. They may also desire to secure
these holdings by leases or licenses.'"

Now, I would ask my hon. friend
what he meant by this ? He alleges
that these people, having exercised the
right for so many years, fancied that
they could claim it by some priority of
occupancy, but that they did not have
the exclusive privilege they imagined
they possessed. I think my hon.

friend is well aware of the fac,
that I had no object in porsecut-
ing the people of my own Province.
I thought that we were dealing with
them in a most benignant way. I
felt the responsibility of introducing
the system which had prevailed in
Ontario and Quebec, and I was,prepared
to assume it. In 1874, the system of
lcenses was adoptod, when I was
told that in Quebec payment had
been made for some yoars at the rate
of Si poi barrel for salmon taken, and
I could only in all honesty introduce
the policy into New Brunswick. l
one year we issuod licenses to the
number of twenty-fivo on the Resti-
gouche River, and it worked admirably.
The pople were well satisfied. The
next year I thought it botter to con-
tinue the systen beyond the Resti-
gouche, and the first duty imposed was
$1 per barre]. I adopted tha standard
of my hon. predecessor. When this
Order in Council was promulgated,
delegations came and stated that the
Fisheries wero very much depressod.
I replied at onco if the represen-
tations were made to the bead of the
Department they would have been
listened to willingly. The tax was re-
duced to 40 cents, not for New Bruns-
wick aloné', but also for Queboc. Well,
we had petitions from the very fisher-
mon of the county which my hon.
friend reprosents. They stated dis-
tinctly thcy did not object to pay the
tax, and that it was only fair they
should contribute something to the
maintenance of this branch of the
public service. They know that a fish-
breeding establishment had been placed
on the Miramichi, and they stated they
were prepared to pay their share for
its maintenance. I will quote their
petition as it is summarized in my
letter to the hon. member:-

" I have received peti tions from the fiF here
men of Miramichi, couebed in euitable and
becoming language, and writte n in a spirit
which does them great credit, and gives Cvi.
dence of their intelligence and resp.tabiity.
Differing from you, they recognize the justice
of the charge, and express a willingness to
contribute : to use their own language- Your
petitioners are not opposed to contributing
their fair proportion of the cost of maintaining
the protective and propagating organisation
and establishmentg of tho Department,' &c.
This sentiment is commendable, and merits
the approbation of every honest and right-
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minded min. The Government ask the fisher-
men to do no more; and if they can show that
the tai is, under present circumstances, too
high, I am quite prepared to recommend a re-
duction; and I may here say that I think they
have made oit a good case, and one that calls
for a modifLation of the tax."

Now, his was the spirit of the fish-
ermen when my hon. friend entered
the county and stirred up sedition
among thom and preached rebellion.

I find in the records of my Depart-
ment the following:

" DEPARTVENT MARINE AND FIsHERIEs,
OrTAwA, lth Feb uary, 1871.

Sia,--The Minister has had under his con.
sideration you report dated 16th December,
1869, in conn action with part of your annual
report for last year, relative to the rating of
license fe s for salmon fishcry stations.

A schedule of the licenses granted in the
Divi<ion under your charge for the years 1864,
'65, '60, ý67 and '68, she ving the average catch
and average license fees per ainuw, was pre-
pared here at thc time for your guidance, an]
you were also requested to complete this
stat ment tor the following yeard in order to
enable you to off er your suggestions ther on,
and to pla e the DeparLment in a position to
determine upon a fair and reliable mode of
ratirg hese stations. I herewith inclose
blank torms which you will please fril up
accordi ngly with such details for the year 1869
and 1870 of salmon fishing in your Division.
This information is wanted at once and you will
please lose no tim- in supplying it.

Upon enquiry made by Dr. Fortin, he as
been intormeid that the increase in the rate of
licenses, bas been only on the new ones issued
for the pat two years ; that the several applica-
tions for such licenses were made with a full
knowledgc on the part of the applicants that
if granted they would be subject to the rate
he complains of, and that in no case has any
perscn objected to the same, or withdrawn
his request.

Dr. Fortin has, moreover, been informed
that the Ministcr did not contemplate at present
applying any new rates to the old stands, until
such time as a unif rm system can be estab-
lished anri made applicable to the diffrent
sections of the Dominion, which subjact it is
proposed to carefully revise in connection
with arran ing some such uniform system as is
above referred to.

I have the honor te be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. F. WHITCHER.
For the Hon. Minister of Marine & Fisheries."

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-Who is that
signed by ?

Hon. Mr. SMITII-By Mr. Whitcher.
Hon. fr. MITCHELL-- That is

right.
Hon. Mr. Sram.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-Does my hon.
friend repudiate that?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Your hon.
friend will tell you what he does when
he stands up to reply.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-My hon. friend
says ho is not responsible ?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL--.I say no-
thing of the kind. I am responsible,
but I will explain the matter.

Ion. Mr. SMITII-I will not detain
the House longer ; I have other re-
cords that I could cite to show the
policy of my hon. friend. It is clear
that it was to extend a uniform system
throughout the whole Dominion. My
hon. friend has said that I did not ex-
tend this to Nova Scotia. It is known
that in New Brunswick we have a fish-
breeding establishment on the Mira-
michi, placed there in his own county
by mny hon. friend. In Nova Scotia
they Lad none, and I may add, the law
of that Province, as it existed before
Confederation, was in full operation up
to last session. Wherefore the posi-
tion of the two Provinces was not
analogous.

The Inspector of Fisheries of New
Brunswick, a protegé of my hon.
friend, and an appointee of his own,
recommended very strongly a tax of
$2 per barrel, and he knew very well
the condition of affairs.

From the information I had, there
were no such fisheries in Nova Scotia
as those of the Restigouche and the
Miramichi. Therefore the circum-
stances were to a large extent different.
I believe this tax is necessary, not so
much for revenue purposes, as a basis
for the administration of the Depart-
ment. It is not the intention of the
Government directly or indirectly to
interfere with the occupancy which
these people have for so many years
enjoyed. la deference to this feeling,
I did not exact all that I had the power
to do under this 19th Section of the
Fisheries Act of 1868.

" The Governor in Council may from time
to time make, and from time to time vary,
amend or alter, all and every such regulation.
or regulations as shall be found necessary or
deemed expedient, for the better management
and regulation of the sea-coast and inland
fisheries, to prevent or remedy the obstruction
and pollution of streams to regalate and pre-
vent fishing, to prohibit the destruction of
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lish, and to forbid fishing, except under au-
thority of leases or licenses, every of which
regulations shall have the same force and
effect as if herein contained and enacted, not-
withstanding that such regulations may ex-
tend, vary or alter any of the provisions of
this Act respecting the places or modes of
fishing, or the terms specified as prohibited or
close seasons, and may fix such other modes,
time or places as may be deemed by the Gov-
ernor in Council to be adapted to different
localities, or may be thought otherwise expe-
<lient."

Now, my hon. friend has overlooked
that altogether. I did not pretend to
ýexercise the power thus conferred. I
felt it would be less obnoxious to the
fishermen to pay a tax on the amount
of fibh caught than a fee which would
be exacted from them whether success-
ful or not. It is no attornment, as is
shown by the Law of New Brunswick.
They paid a tax on the land which they
claimed as their own.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Thev did
not pay it.

Hon. Mr. SMITII-If the people of
his own county were allowed to escape
the paynent of the tax, he is responsi-
blei, I believe some of thema pay it
while others did not.

I challenge the most complete inves-
tigation into this matter. I feel that I
am not chargeable with acting in an
arbitrary or tyrannical manner, but on
the contrary I have treated the fisher-
men with the greatest consideration.
I have convicted my hon. friend of many
inaccuracies, and he should frankly
admit that he was under a misappre-
hension when he told the fishermen of
Northumberland that the Government
were exercising arbitrary powers. Al
these papers will be subinitted to the
House, and I should very much like to
have this matter thoroughly discussed.

Hon. Mr. MJTCHELL-The motives
attributed.to me by the Hon. Minister
of Marine and Fisheries are unjust and
incorrect, and I trust the attempt which
he has made to, raise false issues will
not succeed. le has attempted, in the
first place, to quote the decision of the
Courts of Law to which I myself re-
ferred. The decision, as I have stated,
was never appealed. I am not prepared
to accept as conclusive the decision of
a single Court on a single case in a
matter of such importance as this.

I am not prepared to accept the
decisio>n in that case as final as to
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whether the people have riparian
rights or not; my hon. friend did not
pursue a fair course when he knew the
position the people took on the
question.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I did not know
that.

Hon. Mr. MITCH ELL-The hon.
gentleman is very ignorant of public
opinion in that part. I will ask my
hon. friend whether Dr. Fortin did
not urge and press the necessify of
extending that tax, and it was then
resisted by the people of the Maritime
Provinces. The justification he makes
is very weak, and he should be
prepared to admit that two wrongs do
not make a right. The illegality of
increasing the tax in Quebec had
neyer struck me during my ad-
ministration of this office. Ministers
rely to a great extent upon the sub-
head in their Department, and the
gentleman who occupies that position
in the Department of Marine and
Fisheries, Mr. Whitcher, is a man of
great ability and thorughly ac-
quainted with the working of the
system. The tax was made on the
recommendation of the officers in
charge of the District, backed up by
Mr.Whitcher, and sanctioned by myself
without giving as mach consideration
to the matter as I ought, as it was
not one effecting a principle but merely
increasing the rate. But I am con-
vinced now that I was wrong, and
I am not ashamed of admitting of it.
The hon. gentleman has no ground to
stand upon when he justifies his acts
by a mistake of mine.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I think
there has been too much said in this
debate of the opinions and views of
some principal officer in the Depart-
ment. That officer has no responsi-
bility; no officer in the Department
has. It would be far better to avoid
mentioning Departmental officers by
nane when referring to their opinions,
as they have nothing to do with the
House.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-J thank the
Hon. Premier for reading me a lecture,
but it would have come with better
taste if delivered half an hour ago
when the Hon. Minister of Marine and
Fisheries began the reference to those
officers.
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Hon. Mr. SMITH-I read from a
paper.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Yes, and
referred to the officers of the Depart-
ment too. The hon. gentleman quoted
the operation of the Act in New Bruns-
wick, which states is to go into the
revenue; but I am not prepared to say
that, because that portion of the Act
escaped my mind that I have made
any material error in the statement of
the case to this House. The hon.
gentleman said I went into my
county for the express purpose
of creating ill-feeling and inciting
rebellion. That statement is not
correct. The people did not know
fron me that I was coming down. I
go every year, and they expected me,
and had written me to come ; and
I declare that I never induced a single
person to get up in a meeting or influ-
enced them in any way. I committed
no act of rebellion, and excited no
hostility to the powers that be. I in-
structed them to the best of my ability,
and gave sound advice as to their
remedies.

I don't think the hon. gentleman
has satisfied this flouse that he acted
fairly towards the Provinces. I don't
think he has made any case, or touched
the question which I first started. The
hon. gentleman has referred to the
dissatisfaction in the county. I re-
collect the time when we were trying
to carry Confederation, when the hon.
gentleman predicted that if we united
with Canada, our fishery rights, among
other things, would be taken away,
and that the people would be ground
down. My hon. friend finding that
bis prophetie vision-

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I said nothing of
the kind during all my speeches.

lHon. Mr. MITCHELL-I can show
the hon. gentleman speeches in which
they appear.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I challenge it.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Very well,
I will endeavour to hunt them up. No
more violent speeches were made than
the hon. gentleman made, and to carry
ont the predictions and grind the
people he has adopted this policy to
verify lis own prophecies. I don 't
propose to continue this discussion

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

farther, but hope I shall have another
opportunity to refer to it during the
Session when the papers are laid
before the Flouse.

Hon. Mr. SMITH suggested that the
hon. gentleman should strike out the
word " arbitrary " in the address, and
the papers would be forthcoming.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL struck out
those words, and the motion was car-
ried.

The House then took a recess.

AFTER RECESS

NEWsPAPERS AND PERIODICALS.
Mr. YOUNGx-I beg to move, that

an humble Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General pray-
ing that there be laid before Parlia-
ment a statement setting forth the
total number of newspapers and other
periodicals in each county and city of
the Dominion which have paid postage
on paper " sent fron the office of pub-
lication," with the total revenue re-
ceived therefrom during the three
months ending the 31st December last.

lon. Mr. HlUNTINGTON--I sec
no objection to furnisb, as far as possi-
ble, what the hon. gentleman. asks ;
with the understanding that no infor-
mation is to be given regarding the
number of newspapers maied from
each particular office throughout the
country. This would be a kind of
espionage, which I an sure the hon.
gentleman does not wish to exercise.

Mr. YOUNG-My motion shows no
intention of asking for the circulation
of each newspaper in the country. I
was requested to do so, but felt that
this would be improper.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-Un-
doubtedly; but I simply desire to pre-
clude the possibility of a misunder-
standing.

The motion was carried.
REPORTS OF CLTSTOMS DUTIES-GREAT

WESTERN RAILWAY.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I beg leave

to move: That the copies of corras-
pondence relating to the refund of
duties to the Great Western Railway
Company laid on the table of this
louse on the 6th of April last be re-

ferred to the Printing Committee. ·
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I may say, Sir, in making this mo-
tion, that I desire to occupy the atten-
tion of the House for a few moments
with relation to the position in which
the question stands at this moment.
My notice having been drawn to an
item in the Publie Accounts, stating
that $67,000 of customs duties
had been refunded, I investigated
the matter and found tbat it referred
to a return of duties by the Govern-
ment to the Great Western Railway; a
small additional sum, some $'2,000 or
$3,000, was paid to another railway
compan y-the ;Canada Southern.
The lon. Minister of Finance,
when I ventured to challenge the
propriety of this refun ý, stated to the
fouse, that it was under an Order in
Council passed by the late Adminis-
tration. In order that I may not be
accused of misquoting the hon.
gentleman's words-he spoke very
briefly-I will ask the indulgence of
tne Ilouse, and read fromt the Hansard.
le said :-

"I will now refer to the Customs' refunds,
amounting to $>7,000, these refunds were
charged on a plan laid down while he himself
was Minister of Customs, and established by an
Order in Council, so far from the present
Government desiring to maintain that rule, the
very first thing we did after getting into
power was to put a stop to this in the tariff
brought down last year; we did that because
we thought these railway companies were
receiving more than they should in the matter
of exemptions, and no portion of those funds
were given except on the Report of the Minister
of Customs, and also of the Minister of Justice,
that the Law required these refunds to be
paid."

Now, Sir, I may remind the House
of the system under which these duties
were paid Parliament for the pur-

pose of promoting the manufaeture
of locomuotives in this country, passed a
law providing that certain portions of
them, which eould be easily made beire,
shoutd be subject to a duty of 15

pe. cent.; the remaining portions,
which Canadians could not readily
manufacture, to be entered froc; but
the law required that every locomo-
tive imported should pay 15 per cent.
duty. Beforo proceeding to dis-
cuss the question itself, I desire to
draw the attention of the House for a
momet.-I regret very much that the
First Minister is not in his place-to the
character of the returns brought down.
Immediately after my hon. friend the
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Minister of Finance had made the state-
ment I have just read, I put a notice on
the paper, and as soon as possible
moved for the production of the papers
and coirespondence in this relation.
They were broughtdown at a late period
of the Session, and owing to some mis-
understanding, it appears they were not
printed. I have, however, had oppor-
tunity to peruse them ; and 1 find that
they disclose a very extraordinary and
very improper method of procedure.
I made a motion for specifie papers, for
all correspondence and all Orders in
Council relating to the subject; and
thoso who heard the First Minister in
his place express his disapproval of
having the opinion of subordiiiate
officers of the Government brough t into
discussion on the floor of this House;
and a few days ago hon. gentlemen who
saw the First Minister, with his own
hand, change a motion made by the hon.
member for South Waterloo, striking
out areference to remarks desired fron
the Commissioner of Customs, and sub-
stituting the responsible officer, the
Minister of Custons wdil see why J
complain.

1 took the first paper I found on the
list, and what did I observe ? That iii-
stead of the Government complving
with the Order of the House, and
bringing d own the correspondence that
existed, they commenced to manufac-
turc correspondence. I do not think,
Sir, that they could have give;i to the
House a much stronger evidence of the
weak and untenable position they
occupied, than they did when they feit
it was necessary to open this corres-
pondence with a long cominianication
from the Commissioner of Customs,
dated the 5th of April, the day before
it was brought down. Now Sir, I say
that this gentleman was iy officer-
yesterday; he is the officer of the pie-
sent Minister of Customs to-day, and
he may be my officer again to-morrow.

Hon. Gentlemen-No, no.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-It is extremely

inconvenient, as hon. gentlemen will
see, that when there is an issue between
the Opposition of this House and the
Government, subordinate officers, who
are not responsible to the fouse
directly, but to the Ministers, should be
pushed into the gap. I do not intend,
Sir, therefore, to take any notice
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whatever of the statement in this
paper ; the officer concerned is a
gentleman of high character and re-
markable ability, in whose judgment
I bave very great confidence, but
I vill not notice his communication.
I consider that ist was not treating this
House with proper respect to com-
mence this return by manufacturing
correspondence. We did not expect
when theN motion passed, to obtain
the views of a subordinate officer,
depending directly upon the Govern-
ment for his position, promotion
and income, ·having no value what-
ever in the House ; but no person
will be surprised, after seeing the'rest
,of the correspondence, that the Gov-
ernment should have fbund it necessary
to adopt so extraordinary and so unde-
fensible a course. Why, what authority
has my hon. friend for the statement he
made to this Hlouse ? I have just read
that this was donc under a precedent
established by myself, and under an
O1der in Council passed by the late
Administration. Sir John Rose called
the attention of the Government of the
day to the faet that the duty was
being denanded, and charged by the
Castons' officers on parts of the loco-
motives which should be adnitted
free. There was no power nor meins
by which any person could impose or
colleet such a duty except in gross
violation of the law ; they could have
fyled a petition of right and recovered
the money wrongfully received. " Mr.
Rose-it is recorded-" brought the
"accompanying papers before Couneil
"on Saturday last, and it was decided

that the parts >f the locomotives de-
clared free in the tariff should be

"entered free. the remainder to pay
15 per cent. Please instruct the

" Collector accor(ingly. J. L. TILLEY."
This was merely a Departmental

Order from the Minister of
Customs, telling a subordinate offi-
cer to obey the law, and in order
that there might be no misunderstand-
ing, Mr. Bouchette addressed a letter
from the Customs Department of date
the 3d of June, 1868, to the Collector
of Customs at Montreal as follows:

" DiR Sin,-The correspondence between
the Grand Trunk Railway and yourself relative
to the importation of locomotive engines in
parts, having been brought under the consider-
ation of the Minister of Customs an.i the Min-

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

ister of Finance. I am desired to instruct you
to admit to a free entry those parts of the
locomotives which are declared to be free by
the tariff, it being considered that the parts in
question do not lose their claim to exemption
under the law by having been put together in
Glasgow, with the other dutiable parts of the
engine; such engine being taken to pieces
afterwards, and imported into Canada in parts
as represented."

I want to know what other order
could have been given while such a law
was on the Statute Book, and that is
all the authority the hon. gentleman
had for the statement he made. I may
state, however, Sir, that not only did
the Government consider it necessary
to manufacture correspondence in
relation to this matter, but the cor-
respondence brought down is garbled.
A letter was addressed by the Manager
of the Great Western Railway to
myself on the 29th of September,
1873-that is given, and a letter
w-ritten by the manager of this
railway on the 16th of October,
is also given, acknowledging a
reply to that letter, but the letter so
acknowledged is not forthconing. Now,
I want the Government to supply the
missing link. I want not only this
correspondence, but the whole of the
documents, in order that we may know
the authority for the course that las
been pursued.

The application of the railway com-
pany was for a remission of duties on
locomotives brought in by steam, and
in running order. They were manu-
factured in the United States, run into
Canada and paid, of course, the duty
of 15 per cent., because the late
Government had no power, nor did the
company venture to ask, so far as I am
aware, for the remission of duties they
had thus to pay. They asked this
remission from the hon. gentlemen
opposite, and on the recommenda-
tion of the lon. Minister of Fin-
ance, acting for the Minister of
Customs, the Government passed
an order in Council granting their
request. Now, here is a case in which
duties had been paid three years pre-
viousiy under a law that taxed the
articles brought into the country. It
is impossible to conceive any pretext
upon which any Government could go
back and make a calculation on the
parts of the locomotives which, if they
had been imported separately, would
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have been admitted free. It is in-
possible that a great company like this
was ignorant of the tariff. If they
had imported and entered the parts
which are free of duty separate'y, no
Government could have exacted the
payment.

Another feature of the case is the
first deniand was $41,000, but when
they found the Finance Minister was
so generous they increased it and suc-
ceeded in squeezing $69,000 out of my
hon. and good-natured friend. This
was unconstitutional, and a violation
of Parliamentary Law. What is Parlia-
ment for ifnot to be consulted previously
to paying money out of the consolidated
revenue fund. It establishes a precedent
by which all the manufacturers of boots
and shoes could demand a refund of
duties on importations of such goods,
because certain parts of them, if im-
ported separately would be admitted
free. It has been the policy 6f this
country to encourage nanufacturing by
allowing raw materials to come in un-
taxed, but this establishes a precedent
for remitting duties on manufactured
goods.

This occurred just before the meeting
of Parliament, and there was no reason
why this sum of $69,000 should not
have been placed in the estimates and
legitimately decided upon. I say
legitimately because it was a violation
of the Statute Law which provides that
no remission shall be made unless re-
commended by the Treasury Board,
and this was never before the Board.

In discussing this question in another
place with my hon. friend .the First
Minister he said: "What did the late
"Government do ? Did they not remit a
"considerable sum of noney to Gooder-
"ham & Worts for duties on whiskey
"consumed by fire ? " The case stood
on a different footing. The duty was
levied in the distillery at the tail of the
first still, and exacted from the pro-
prietors before the manufacture had
been completed. While the property
was still in the hands of the officer of
the Government the fire occurred, and
made a case which presented a fair and
legitimate case for compensation.

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. gentle-
man made the motion last Session after
the Committee had presented their
final report.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I only men-
tioned it to know what steps should be
taken.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE-I did not know
until this moment there was any
garbled correspondence of the Com-
missioner of Customs. Any corres-
pondence in the possession of the
Department will be brought down.
The remission to the Great Western
-was made on a principle that has beein
recognized since 1868. The Grand
Trunk Company had received in exactly
the same way on their locomotives
$80,000, the free parts being attached.
The per-centage allowed for remission
of duties to the Great Western Com-
pany was 33L; to the Grand Trunk in
1868 it was 45 per cent. This matter
was before the Treasury Board, and it
was on their report the Finance Minis-
ter acted. The hon. gentleman refers
to an Order in Council for $43,0OO.
The remission was made by two Orders
in Council.

Mr. WORKMAN-Many enquiries
have been made of me in Montreal on
this question, and I am glad it has been
brought up. I understood there was
no remission of duties on engines
coming into the country, and I stated
so; I now find I am mistaken. It is
not for me to say the Government has
made a mistake, but I think they have
been guilty of an error in making this
large reduction of duty on articles
subject to it by law. I don't think
this House would approve of the action
of the Government in handing $60,000
to one railroad company and $80,000 to
another, while an honest merchant
who imports his goods has to pay duty
in full. If I applied to the Minister of
Customs for rebate of duty, he would
be pursuing a proper course to refuse
it. It is a great injury to our own
manufacturing industries. We have
establishments in this country for
manufacturing locomotive engines.
They have a great deal to compote
against, and where this unjust remission
of duty-

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-My hon.
friend is entirely mistaken. It is not
unjust. This duty is remitted accord-
ing to law.

Mr. WORKMAN-If I am wrong-
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-My hon.

friend is entirely wrong. He is wrong
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in this respect. The hon. members

opposite assume that because the Grand
Trunk Company pretended-and it was
a mere pretence-to loosen some bolts,
take off some nuts and take the loco-
motive apart to some extent, therefore
they should relieve from duty~ articles
free by law, while the same articles
imported by the Great Western Com-
pany should not go free because they
were not taken apart. The hon. gen-
tlemen opposite gave the Grand Trunk
$77,146.45 in this way ; we, under the
operation of the same principle, gave
the Great Western $70,942.61. The
mere fact that the locomotives were
not taken apart and put together
again made no practical difference. It
was precisely as if you had a duty
upon wheels, but the duty would not
be levied if you took the lynch-pin out.
IL was a mere farce and pretence to
put-the engines together in this coun-
try, when they were completed in
another country.

Mr. WORKMAN-I think in any
remission of this kind the Government
ought to be very particular and sec the
law is carried out in its entirety.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
Hon. Premier says that the action of
the late Government was a farce, a
mere pretence, and it made no practical
difference whether a machine was
brought in in pieces or in bulk.
Whether it was a farce or not, the
action of the late Government was
legal the action of the present Gov-
ernment was illegal. There was no
option for the late Government, they
could not refuse the application of the
Grand Trunk Company when they had
conplied with the law; the present
Government in granting the request of
the Great Western Company broke the
law.

The object of the tariff was obvious.
It was to encourage manufactures in
this country. We were anxious to en-
courage the construction of railroad
locomotives in Canada. It was repre-
sented by the manufacturing interest
that certain portions of them could not
be made here, and that such portions
should be admitted free of duty as par-
tially raw materials. Therefore, if I re-
collect rightly, by the unanimous voice
of Parliament, these articles were put

Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE.

into the free list in order that they
might be imported free, and in order
to enable manufacturers to construct
the rest of the locomotives and put
them up in this country. Well, the
Grand Trunk, taking advantage of that
law, it seems, got some locomotives
built, some in Scotland and some in
the -United States, bad them taken to
pieces, and imported those new por-
tions separately which were by law
free. The consequence -was that an
Order inCouncil was passed that all the
portions brought into this country were
free.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Will my
right hon. friend answer tbis question?
If he acted under the law, where w-as
the necessity for the Order in Council ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD -
Because the question was raised by
the Collector in Montreal whether be
should charge or not, and Mr. Rose
applied to the Governmeni. My hon.
friend bas read the answer-before
the Hon. Premier came in---which was
this:-

"MNIIr. Rose brought the accompany-
ing papers before the Council on
Saturday last, and it was decided that

"the parts of the locomotives declared
free in the tariff should be entered

"free, the remainder to pay 15 per
"cent."

That was the Order in Council whieh
the Minister of Customs, Mr. Tilley,
communicated to the Collectorý at
Montreal. That was all the Gov-
ernment did. I grant vou that
it was taking advantage ofthe law; but
how often do you see people getting a
remission in this way? But here was
the statute whieh declared that certain
portions could be brought in free, and
those were the instructions of the
Department, for of course no duty
could be charged upon goods on which
there was no tax. Therefore the Govern-
ment could not help themselves, and
acted within the law; but in the cage of
the Great Western the statute was vio-
lated. The boiler and machinery of the
whole locomotive---screws, nuts, and
everything of foreign manufacture were
brought in, run upon our lines for one,
two, or three years, and then the Gov-
ernment on the 13th of February, 1874,
handed the whole duty back, amount-
ing to $69,000 altogether, which was

~ Railway.(COMMONS.]



[FEBRUARY 21, 1876.]

tontrary to law, which was a breach
of the law, which the Government had
no right to do, and for which person-
ally and pecuniarily they are respon-
sible. It was a wilful breach, and the
-country loses $69,000.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-The
right hon. gentleman's points, as I
understood them, are two;'first, that
this Governmont, in making the refund,
did something which was illegal, and
second, that his Government did a si-
milar act which was legal. • The Grand
Trunk tried to successfully avoid the
law, and the Great Western was not
so fortunate. The hon. gentleman is
perfectly aware that the Government
has p6wer, where hardship or injustice
has been suffered, to make remission,
and the action of the Government
would be perfectly justifiable when
remission had been made. In the case
of the Grand Trunk the Government
were perfectlyjustified in acting under
that discretionary power, but the
other railroads should be put on a simi-
lar footing. But if the Commissioner of
the Customs is received as a witness,
and his testimony may be fairly receiv-
ed in this respect, it would appear to
be the fact that the Grand Trunk and
other companies had been in the habit
--- in regard to the importation of com-

plete locomotives----of deducting from
the duty paid on them a certain pro-
portion equivalent to the amount ofthe
article which might have been im-
ported free of duty.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER----I rise to a
question of order. I drew the attention
of the House at the commencement
to the fact that I would not refer to the
Commissioner of Customs, for the very
sufficient reason-the reason endorsed
by the 1Hon. Prime Minister only to-day
-that the opinions of subordinate
officers should be left out of a debate.
I have moved for ail the Orders in
Council and ail correspondence in
the archives of the Department, and
the Hon. Minister of Customs had
it in his power to bring, if he
could, any authority from the late
Goverument for this act. It is treating
this House vith disrespect to manu-
facture new correspondence. and pre-
tend that it is an authority.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-What is
the question of order ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-It is this; that
instead of confining himself to the cor-
respondence moved for, he is bringing
forward a letter manufactured to order
the day before this correspondence was
brought down.

Mr. SPEAKEIR-I believe the hon.
gentleman is in order ; he is merely
replying to a statement.

Hon. Mr. CART WRIIGHT--I put it in
as a simple statement of fact, with which
it was right the House should be fully
acquainted, and which it would have
been disingenuous on my part to
suppress. Under the Order of May
26, 1868, the Grand Trunk and other
railways regularly entered their loco-
motives for duty at a rate representing
the value of the finished machine, less
the value of those portions in the free
list, and entitled to free entry. That,
on the authority of the Commissioner
of Customs, was the fact, and such
practice of the late Government.
Now, Sir, the actual fact in the matter
was this:---The Grand Trunk Railway
received a remission of $75,000 out of
$1,123,000 worth of locomotives im-
ported, being at the rate of 45 per cent.
of the value of those articles. The
Great Western received only $47,246
out of a total value of $2,012,000, or at
the rate of 25 per cent. I don't think it*
is necessary for us to say anything
further on this subject.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-That
statement of the Minister of Customs
may- or may not have been acted upon;
but one thing is clear, there was no
authority for it from the Government.
The instructions were these:-

I The correspondence between the Grand
Trunk Railway and yourself, relative to the
importation of locomotive engines in part,
having been brought under the consideration
of the Minister of Finance, I am desired to
instruct you to remit these parts of the loco-
motives decla 'ed to be free by the tariff," &c.

My hon. friend represented in his
speech that it w-as an ingenuous means
by which the Grand Trunk evaded the
hiw; but they had the rigbt to do so
if the engines or parts thereof were
brought iii separately under the Act.
These separated parts were free of
duty; there was no law under which
they could be charged. As regards
the statute, I eay it did not warrant a
remission of this sum to the Great
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Western. The bon. gentleman says
there was a breach of law. Supposing
it were the fact that the late Govern-
ment had committed a breach of law,
is that any reason that the hon. -gen-
tleman should break a law-is it any
justification or excuse? One import-
ing party has no claim for hardship
because another man by favoritism or
corrupt practice has been allowed to
bring in articles free. That is absurd
on the face of it.

But there is a further consideration,
and I cali the attention of the House
to the point. It is only in cases where
injustice bas been done-there must be
both hardship and injustice-that
duty can be remitted. It may be very
bard to pay a duty where the Grand
Trunk did not, but there is no injustice
in making the Great Western pay
a tax imposed by law. The Act
goes still further, and says the remis-
sion shall not be made unless con-
ducive to the public good. The pre-
amble provides that when there is
great public inconvenience and injus-
tice, or any hardship, that hardship
and injustice should be removed,
because it is for the public good that
Governments should not do injustice
to anybody. But a mere case of hard-
ship in favour of one individual and
against another does not come within
the terms of the Statute. And in the
case of great hardship and injustice,
there can be no relaxation until after
the matter is fully considered by
the Treasury Board, that Board being
specially appointed to try those mat-
ters. It does not appear by the papers
that this matter was ever submitted.
Not one of the sections of the Act
has been carried out. The whole thing
was a breach of the law by the Govern-
ment, I have no doubt with the best
intentions. But notwithstanding it
was a breach and an improper taking
out of the public Treasury of the dol-
lars which belonged to the public, and
not to the Great Western.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-It is admitted
that the Grand Trunk had been allowed
to import the locomotives complete,
entering them to the extent of that
portion which was to pay a duty, and
deducting the value of that which
was free. That proposition appears
upon the memorandum which the hon.

Sir JOHN A. MACDOTALD.

member for Cumberland spurns, which
he says is a manufactured memoran-
d im, and represents opinions which
ought not to be listened to, but which
in point of fact is not a memorandum
of opinions, but a memorandum stating
facts with reference to the practice of
the Department for years back. The
memoranlun of December 23, 1873,
reads:

"OTTAW, Dec. 25th 1873

"Having been desired by the Hon. the
Finance Minitter to make a short explanatory
report upon the subject of the application made
by the Great Western Railway, the undersign-
ed bas the honour to state that at the outset
when certain parts of locomotive engines
were exempt from duty, as they are still
found to be in the tariff, the impression was
that the free parts of the engine should be im-
ported unconnected with the dutiable parts-
the consequence of which was that the exemp-
tion was in most cases a dead letter. It was
therefore represented first by the Grand Trunk
Railway Co., that where engines were im-
ported in part or only partially put together,
the machinery or parts of the engine which
were free could not usefully be imported with-
out being welded or inseparably attached to
some of the dutiable parts of the engine before
it left the manufactory in England or the United
States, and it was accordingly proposed some
two or three years aLyo, with the concurrence
of the Minister of Customs, that upon the im-
portation of locomoitve engines from forcign
countries, two specifications should be pro-
duced at the Custom House, one of dutiable
parts of the engine, and another for the free,
with the values. This was subsequently again
modified by calling merely for a specification
with values attached of the free parts of the
engine, which deducted from the whole price
paid for it would at once show on what
amount the duty had to be paid. It now ap-
pears that since 1870 the Great Western Rail-
way Co. have paid full duties on the numer-
ous locomotive engines imported by them,
without any deduction for the free parts.

It is for the refund of the duties paid by them
on the free parts of those engines, that ap-
plication is now made, and as the application
is founded upon the law and is in accordance
with the present and approved manner of
carrying out the law so as to give practical
effect to the exemption, it is submitted that
the amount claimed by the Great Westera
Railway Co., $41,398.34 should be refunded
to them.

" R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.
"To the Hon. Minister of Customs,

" Ottawa."

Now, Sir, it appears that the practice
and interpretation of the Statute in
question had been determined by the
Government with the authority of the
Minister of Customs. I presume that.
Minister. was aware of the system upon
which his Department was carried on.
I presume he was aware of the modes,
the modified plans of carrying out this
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law when adopted by them, although
the hon. members for Kingston and
Cumberland say there was a breach of
the law; but if there was it was al-
lowed and initiated by them. It was
found upon the application of the
Grand Trunk that the law was in-
operative-that certain parts of loco-
motives should be admitted free. It
appears the' Government recognized
that application of the Grand
Trunk, and they were allowed to
import their locomotives complete, to
send in their invoices in double form,
and afterwards in single form, but in
each case duty was only paid on the
parts on which duty was collectable if
they had been imported in parts. That
appears to have been the course which
the Minister of the day pursued. And
what my hon. friends are charged with
doing is that when the Great Western
found that the law was appiied in one
way to the Grand Trunk and was differ-
ently interpreted to them, and when
they asked that it should be interpreted
with an even hand and justice towards
all classýes of importers, my hon. friends
are blamed for breaking the law, be-
cause they followed the example of the
hon..gentlemen and measuired out the
same justice to that railway as they
did to the other.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE-There is no
official correspondence in the Customs
Department that is not ready to corne
before this Bouse. I think it is very
unfair for the hon. gentleman from
Cumberland to have charged the Com-
missioner with having manufactured
correspondence to misinterpret the ac-
tion of the late Government. The
right hon. gentleman from Kingston
laid particular stress on his argument
to try to convince this House that
parts of the locomotives were apart
from the locomotives themselves. The
parts came in free, and the law
that permitted them to come in free
was construed by the Order in Council
so to admit when unattached to the
locomotive. When the Grand Trunk
made application to have these parts
admitted free they-were not unattached,
and it was the same law which in 1868
permitted them to corne in free, that
permitted the Great Western Railway
to import them the same way. This

Government saw the difficulty, and in
1874 met the case.

Hon. iMr. TUPPER-I have listened
to the remarks of the Minister of Jus-
tice with considerable interest. I was
anxious to see if the hon. gentleman
would risk his reputation as a lawyer
to defend the action of the Government
by saying that the law had been con-
plied with in this remission of duties,
but I have listened in vain for any
statement from him that the Gevern-
ment of the day have been borne out
in their action by the statut e. Hec
knows as a lawyer that the transaction
is a gross violation of the law. Last
year when I brought this question
before the House I was met with the
statement that the Government did it
under an Order in Council passed by
their predecessors. I have moved for
all the papers and correspondence
connected with it, but what bave I
got ? After searching the archives of
the Customs in vain for authority for
this transaction, they had to set a clerk
in the Department to work to manu-
facture correspendence.

lon. Gentlemen-Order! order!

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I have evi-
dence in my hand that the correspon-
dence of the 6th of April was written
the day before it was brought down
by the Commissioner of Customs. Did
I move for the evidence of the Ccom-
missioner of Customs ? I did not. I
moved for all the correspondence that
down to that hour existed in relatiorr
to that matter; and in all this the ion,
gentlemen found themselves unable, to,
vindicate their conduct without direct-
ing a subordinate officer to whitewash
them by the letter which they have
read. I said before I would not refer
to it to-day, were it not a contempt of
this House, when any hon. gentleman
moves for papers in which the conduct
of the Government is challengced, to
manufacture correspondence outside of
the papers called for. There is noth-
ing in these two papers to vindicate
them. I hold that the Order in Coun--
cil of a year ago had no precedent.
The following is the correspondencec
referred to, and does it give any pre-
text for such a transaction ?
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"CUSToms DEPARTMENT,

" OTTAWA, June 3rd, 1868.
"Mr. Rose brought the accompanying papei s

before Council on Saturday last, and it was
decided that the parts of the locomotives de-
clared free in the tariff should be entered free,
the remainder to pay 15 per cent. Please in-
struet the Collector accordingly.

"S. L. TILLEY.
"R. S. M. BOUCHETTE, EsQ., }

May 26th, 1868. J
Could Mr. Tilley say anything else ?

Could Mr. Tilley or anybody in Canada
say that they should not enter free in
the Custom House that which ihe
Statute law of the Dominion declared
should come into the country free.
That was accompanied by the state-
of the Comm issioner of Customs, who
says:-

"DEAR SiR,-The correspondence between
the Grand Trunk Railway Company and your-
self relative to the importation of locomotive
engines in part, having been brought under the
consideration of the Minister ot Customs and
the Minister of Finance, I am desired to in-
struct you to admit to a free entry those parts
of the locomotives which are declared to be
free under the tariff ; it being considered that
the parts in question did not lose their claims
to exemption under the law by having been
nut together in Glasgow with the other duti-
hble parti of the engine, such enqine being taken
to pieces afterwards, and imported into Canada
in parts as represented.

"I am, Sir,
"Your obedient servant,

"R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.
Alex. M. Deslisle, Esq.,

" Collector of Customs, Montreal."
Such engines being taken to pieces after-

wards and imported into Canada in parts as
represented."

Hon. Gentlemien-Hlear, hear.

Ilion. Mr. T UPPER-I want the
hon. gentlemen who say "hear, hear,"
from the Minister of Justice down,
to tell me whether there is any
law in Canada that would levy
one farthing of duty on those parts of
a loComotive rendered free under the
tariff that are put together in Glas-
gow? No hon. geùtleman would
stultify himself in the presence of this
House by pretending that because the
locomotive had been titted together the
parts so fitted should not be admitted
free when they were declared so under
the tariff. I took these very papers to
the late Minister of Customs and asked
whether there was any other authority
given by him for the free entry of
parts of locomotives except the memo-
randum that is in my hand; he said

Hon. Mr. TuPPRa.

there was not, and I say that while the
course pursued by the late Government
was strictly legal, this Government
has taken out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Canada $67,000
without the shadow of law to sustain
them. The Order in Council which I
hold in my hand, dated 1 lth February,
1874, says; -

" On an application from the Great Western
Railway Company representing that they have
paid full duties on the various locomotive
engines imported by them since 1870 without
any deduction for such parts thereof as are
exempted by law from duty, and praying that
the amount so paid by them, and amounting
to $41,398.34 be refunded.

"On the report of the Commissioner of
Customs and the recommendation of the Hon.
Mr. Cartwright acting in the absence of the
Hon. the Minister of Customs, the Committee
advise the amount claimed be refunded"

lere we find just upon the eve of
the meeting of Parliament the
Treasury of the country depleted to
the extent of $70,000 without any
consultation, without any authority of
the I:Iouse. and in direct violation of
the law, on the authority of the
Minister of Finance, without even the
authority of a Treasury Minute to give
it the semblance ofpropriety. I am not
surprised that under the circumstances
the Minister of Justice closes his speech
without saying that there was a
semblance of law to back the Ministry
in the transaction.

lon. Mr. BLAKE--I did not suppose
the hon. gentleman, after whitewashing
himself on a matter for which he and
the right hon. member for IKingston
were responsible, would retort that the
course this Government adopted from
their predecessors was a violation of the
law. I thought it was enough to show
the House it was in pursuance of their
own actions that the present Govern-
ment acted in this matter. I am speak-
ing of the report of the hon. gentle-
man's permanent officer as to the
interpretation of the law on which,
for a long time, he had proceeded.
The hon. gentleman says we are not
to read the report of his permanent
officer, but we are to trust to his
memory.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I said nothing so
absurd. I said when official documents
were moved for it was too late to get
correspondence manufactured, but I say
every official document of an officer of a
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Department is properly brought before
the House.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-On the 23rd of
December, 1873, the Commissioner of
Customs reports upon an application of
tkre Great Western Railway Company
to inform the mind of the Minister
thcn responsible, as to what the course
pursued and interpretation of the law
had been. Mr. Bouchette in his report
says:-

" At the outset, when certain parts of loco-
motive engines were exempted from duty, as
they are still found to be in the tariff, the
impression was that those free parts of the
engine should be imported unconnected with
the 4utiable parts, the consequence of which
was that the exemption was in most cases a
dead letter. It was therefore represented first
by the Grand Trunk Railway Company that
where engines were imported in parts or only
partially put together, the machinery or parts
of the engine which were free could not use-
fully be imported without being welded or
inseperably attached to some of the dutiable
parts of the engine before it left the manufac-
tory in England or the United States, and it
was accordingly proposed some two or three
years ago, with the concurrence of the Minister
of Customs, that upon the importation of
locomotive engines from foreign countries two
s pecifications should be produced at the Custom
-otse, one of the dutiable parts of the engine,
and another of the free, with the values."

This was subsequent'y modified by
calling merely for a specification, with
values attached, of the free parts of the
engine, which, deducted from the whole
price paid for it, would show on what
amount the duty had to be paid. That
was the course taken by the late Min-
ister of Customs either with or without
legal advice. The officer further
says :-" That since 1870 the Great
" Western Railroad Conipany have paid
"full duties on the numerous locomotive
"engines imported by them without
" any deduction for the free parts, in
l'ignorance of' the dealings of the
" Government with another com-
"pany who were allowed to enter

" portions of their engines free."
It was for refund of the duties paid by
them on these free parts of their engines
that the application of the Great
Western Company was made. I did
not think I would hear the hon. gentle-
man say again that that was against
the law. I did not think I would hear
bis then colleague, responsible for lis
action, say that that w-as against
the law. It ap)eared to me they
would iot have dared to stand up and
tell us that they were guilty of a syste-

matic violation of the law for three or
four years.

But the lion. gentleman, notwith-
standing the record of the transactions
of bis predecessor, blames the Minister
of Customs for bis action. lie says in
efect :-" I did it; but you should not
" learn froin me ; you ought to have
" known better; you ought to have

mistrusted me; you ought to have
known that what I have dyne is

"wrong." And I admit there is a great
deal of force in this line of argument,
but we cannot apply it to everything.
It must be conceded to the hon. gentle-
man that lie bas done some things
right. This Government only desire
to do even-handed justice to all im-
porters of locomotives, and place a
law on the Statute Books to prevent
these free importations in the fiture.
These parts are exempt, and the
locomotive engine, if taxable at all, is
only so as an article not otherwise
enumerated. Now, the hon. gentleman
takes the view-after considerationt
relative to the modified forms of carry-
ing it out-that the locomotive engine
was not taxable as a w.hole, but only
those parts imported, which were
not enumerated as separate ; and I
think that the view he took liad a
good deal of reason and a good deal of
common sense in it. I do not therefore
consider my bon. friends impeachable
or peculiarily responsible for the
noney concerned.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--I think that
I may make a few remarks in reply to
the Hon. Minister. anîd I must
complain that this eminent legal
luminary bas reft us without the
benefit of bis valuable opinion,
whether this transaction had the
authority of law. He is driven to the
reductio ad absurdum of saying that
under the law, in his judgment, because
the Statute provided that certain parts
were duitable, and other parts free,
he considers it was very doubtful
whether a duty could have been levied
on locomotives.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.-I did not say
that.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I certainly un-
derstood the hon. member to say, in
his closing remarks, that there was a
great deal in the argument.
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Hon. Mr. BLAKE-In favour of
your view ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-He said there
was very much in the argument, and
it would be a very extraordinary ques-
tion on which, I believe, a gentleman
of the learned profession could not
found a very strong case.

The hon. gentlemen is obliged simply
to fall back upon another memoran-
dum, prepared by an officer of the De-

partment after the late Government
had gone out of office. Now, what
have we got? I moved for ail the cor-
respondence, and I am told by the
Minister of Finance that he has done
this under the authority of an Order in
Council of the late Government. I
moved for all papers, &c. ; and
what do I get ? I receive a
memorandum drawn from recollec-
tion. I ask is that satisfactory
to the House ? We have an Order in
Council produced declaring that only
the parti so mentioned in the tariff can
be admitted frec, and the instructions
of an officer of the Department to the
Collector, stating that they must be im-
ported in parts in order to have the
advantage of that remission of duty;
but tþere is no other authority for the
Government, save the recollections of
an old gentleman since superannuated.
I have produced M. Bouchette's letter,
written by direction of the Minister of
Customs, distinctly prohibiting the ad-
mission to free entry of'the parts of a
locomotive, unless they came in separ-
ately, and, coming so, there was no law
in Canada allowing them to be taxed.
The hon. gentleman has produced a
memorandum drawil up from recol-
lection, without a shadow of docu-
mentary testimony in the Department
to show it to be correct.

Hon. Gentlemen-Hear, hear.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER--They talk about

our having refunded duties, but we
refunded no duties; wo exacted the
duties the law imposed.

Hon. Gentlemen-Hiear, hear.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER--Which law pre-

vented us from levying upon parts ;
and this is another instance of the evil
consequent upon relying on the re-
collection of subordinate officers in the
Department, and manufacturing corres-
pondence.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Hear, hear.
lion. Mr. TUPPER-For that, it ap-

pears, was provided by direction, and
to meet the views of the Minister of
Finance and Customs.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Hear, hear.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER--Now, Sir, I

will not occupy the attention of this
House further with this matter; I am
quite satisfied.

Hion. Mr. BLAKE--lear, hear.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-I trust that the
HIon. Minister of Customs will supply
the missing letter which was addressed
by the Department to the Manager of
the Great Western Rilwayin response
to the letter written to myself; that is
not here, and I hope that the Printing
Committee will be instructed or request-
ed not t) publish as part of the corres-
pondence the letter manufactured to
o rder.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Or"der,
order.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I say, Sir,
manufàctured to order.

I do not suppose that a member of
this llouse-and I will say that with-
out casting the slightest imputation on
the gentleman-thinks that the Min-
ister of Customs does not know his duty,
when called upon by order of this flouse,
to furnish correspondence for its in-
formation, and I maintain that it would
have been a gross contempt concerning
a superior officer for a subordinate to
introduce a long letter among the cor-
respondence without being ordered,
and beinz directed by the Minister of
the Department to prepare it for the
purpose. As I said previously, the
Prime Minister to-day, very properly,
called in question the propriety of
subordinate officers being brought un-
der the discussion of the House, with
reference to matters of this kind.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE- I will
have to do it again.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I am assisting
you. The First Minister certainly
knows better what respect is due to
this House, when papers are called
for it by any hon. gentleman in it, than
has been shown in this conneqtion.

I have to say that the Hon. Minister
of Justice has failed to deal with an-
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other point ; not, I imagine, because ho
has not sußicient astuteness to see a
point when put; but ho neglected to
deal with another matter of very great
importance, with a liw requiring an
order ofthe Treasury Board before oie
dollar of duty ean be returned. The
lion. gentleman bas not shewn that
there was an order from the Treasury
Board given in this instance; and I
have not only proved a violation of
Parliamentary Law, but also a violation
of the Statute Law; and did not the
Minister of Justice close his two im-
passioned appeals to the Ilouse on this
subject, without venturing to question
the soundness of my statement, which
everybody that reads knows to be the
fact, that this transaction was culp-
able and blameable from every point of
view, including a violation of Statute
Laws?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gen-
tleman may not have heard the Minister
of Customs, behind me, telling him
across the House that thore was an
order of the Treasury Board, and there-
fore I did not consider it necessary to
mention it.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-Then I say
that it was a gross contempt of this
House for the lion. Minister ofCustoms,
when the whole correspondence is
moved for, to have brought down only
a part of it. And, Sir, I go further.
The Hon. Minister of Customs is
speaking'to the best of his recollection
-I am speaking from the document. It
appears that ho was not here at ail;
this statement represents that the
Minister of Finance acted for the Min-
ister of Customs, and in his absence
made this recommnedation. I hold,
therefore, that if such an order existed,
it was an act of gross contempt not to
bring that paper down in response to
the motion. The Order in Council
shows, however, that the matter was
never before the Treasury Board.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
think that the matter ought to be set-
tled ; tho Order in Council is either
true or false. The Statute says that
remission can only be made on the re-
commendation of the Treasury Board.

This Order of the Governor General
in Coun'cil states that on the recom-
mendation of the Hon. Mr. Cart-

wright, acting in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Customs, the re-
port was made, It-could not be
done either on report of the Minister
of Custons or the recom nendation of
the Hon. Mr. Cartwright ; it must be,
and can only be, done by law on the
recommendation of the Treasury
Board, and ther'efore this Order in
Council is not sufficient.

lon. Mr. BURPEE-I have not
seen the papers since they were pre-
sented to the louse. The paperswith
reference to this inatter can easily be
obtained. There is no disposition to
hold back one single lotter of any
kind whatever.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
hon. gentleman had botter get the
papers or supply the missing link.

The motion was carried.

QUEBEC MEDICAL OFFICERS' BOAT.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved that
an Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General for a
statement shiewing the monthly wages
paid by the Government to each of the
men composing the crew of the Medical
Officers' boat at the Port of Quebec in
1874 and 1875; a statement shewing
the total cost of the service of the said
boat for each of the said years ; also
all correspondence which may have
passed between the Governmnent and
the said Medical Officer or Officers in
relation to the said service during the
said two years.

The motion was carried.

THE CHARLEVOIX ELECTION.

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN-I move that
an Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General for
copies of the instructions issued to Mr.
Talbot, one of the employés or Sub-
Inspectors of the Post Office Depart-
ment in relation to his visits to the
Electoral District of Charlevoix during
the Dominion Election in the month of
January last Mr. Speaker, it happons
that this officer was sent specillay at
that time, and as this seems very
strange, it would bo interesting for my
constituency and myself to know what
special instructions ho reeeived, and the
reasons for his visit.

Hion. Mr. SMITH-It did do good.

The Charlecoix Election. 17
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lion. Mr. LANGEVIN-But not in
the way you wanted.

The motion was carried.
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN--I move for

an Address to fis Excellency the
Governor General for copies of the in-
structions given to Mr. Edmond
Trudelle, one of the officers or em-
ployés of the Customs Department at
Quebec, on the occasion of his visit to
the Electoral District of Charlevoix
during the Dominion Election held in
January last.

This is a much more important mat-
ter than the last, and I must call the
attention of the First Minister and of'
the Minister of Custons to this case
particularly. Why was an officer of
the Customs Departnent im Quebec
allowed or ordered to leave his office
and duties and go sixty or seventy miles
awav to the Electoral District of Char-
levoix, where an election was taking
place for the return of a member to the
louse of Commons? 11e did so, too,

with the full knowledge of one of the
iMinisters of the Crown now sitting in
this House-I mean the President of
the Council-was sent there while that
hon. gentleman was in Quebec, and after
that hon. gentleman made an unsuecess-
ful visit to my county. le also had a
band of policemen hired and sent to
Charlevoix, headed by one of the office rs
of the Government, this Edmond Tru-
delle. These men were composed ofthe
river policemen, who in the summer are
in the employ of the Administration.
They were compelled to go there. else
they would have been refused employ-
ment next summer; and they were
illegally dressed in uniform.

I wish to obtain also the correspon-
dence which took place between the
Department of Marine and Fisheries
and certain outside parties. It will be
very interesting, showing that efforts
were made to secure the uniforms and
weapons of the police, which meant to
make them appear to be a legal body,
sent however to force the electors to
vote for a man they did not want to
return, with the connivance, and advice,
and consent, and at the instigation of
the President of the Council, who is
sitting at the side of the First Minister.
If any instructions, such as I believe,
were given, I wish the House and
country to know how a Minister of the

Hon. Mr. SMITH.

Crown bas used his influence and his
position; and the hon. gentleman would
have succeeded in his designs had not
a legal body, composed of Provincial
policemen, kept these brigands in
order. My friends were accordingly
able to -vote, and my opponents also
exercised perfect liberty in this respect.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE--I cannot give
the hon. member the information he
asks for. There were no instructions
sent to the Custoin louse Officer at
Quebec to visit Charlevoix.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN--Now that
the attention of the lon. Minister of
Customs has been called to that, per-
haps, without putting another motion,
he will enquire on whose authority the
official left his office to go on that visit
to my county.

lon. Mr. CAUCHON- --The hon.
member is very touehy about this and
other cases. H1e finds he has been
elected, and of (ourse he says my
journey there was unsuccessful. I had
not the advantage of having a brother
in a high position in the Church,
writing letters to persons in a diocese
with which lie was not connected. If
I had sueh assistance, my candidate
would have been more successful than
he was.

There bas no authority been given
to the official. He may have been
there or not, but at the saine time, if
he was there, did he do anything to
interfere with the election ? If he did
not,..I think ho stands in a better
position than three employés of the
Quebec Gevern ment who took part in
the triumph of the hon. gentleman's
election. At any rate, I gave him no
instructions.

Mr. MASSON-I think if the hon.
member had contented himself with re-
ferring merely to the politidal part of
the question, it would have been a great
deal better; but this House must have
been surprised to hear from the hon.
gentlemen on the other side,
who are accusing us of bringing
certain names into discussions, to hear
the hon. member for Charlevoix tau
ed with having employed ecclesiastical
influence to aid his election. I ask
now from whom do these references
come-from us or the other side ?

The opponent of the hon. member for

Election.[COMMO--'ýS.]
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Charlevoix abused influence of that
kind; he made use of it falsely. He
took means, by asking for a certain
book from a library, to extract a
friendly letter from an ecclesiastie of
high position; and he afterwards read
a part of that letter to the electors, the
part being ehanged to suit the circum-
stances, to show them that he also had
the sort ofinfluence in his favor to which
the President of the Council refers.
This is the second time we have had the
names of persons of high positions in
the Church dragged into our discus-
sions. It was done four Limes last Ses-
sion. I hope this is the last time.

I agree witi the hon. member for
Charlevoix, that public employés should
not be allowed to take part in elections.
If it is persisted in it vill introduce the
American system. I noticed public
employés in the Montreal Centre elee-
tion taking an active part in the cou-
test.

I would not have risen if it had not
been for Jhe manner in which certain
naines were dragged into the discus-
sion that should not have been.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-The hon.
member who seenis to be the Lower
Canada Leader of the Opposition has
mistaken altogether what I said. I
do not blame the high fanctionary for
writing an eleetion letter. I mercly
say it was unfortunate that the
other side bad -not the sane advantage.
I do not blame anybody.

Mr. CARON-It seenis to me that
the Hon.President ofthe Council should
have availed himselfof this opportunity
to explain his position. H1e is accused
of having made use of his political
influence to send down a force to the
county of Charlevoix, who acted
illegally and, according to what has
been said, under his advice. It seems
to me he should have explained
how it was that these people
were sent down, and how it
was a Custom House Officer was also
sent there. Instead of that, he says if
he did do what is charged against him,
the hon. member for Charlevoix had a
person occupying a very high position
who supported him. That is a very
poor excuse for his'conduct. He has
several times referred to my hon.
friends from Charlevoix and Terrebonne
as being rivals for the leadership of the

Quebec Conservatives. So far as th
hon. President of the Council is
concerned, I would like to know the
members he leads, and whether when
he was elected in Quebec Centre it was
not told him by the papers that
supported him that he was elected, not
because he possessed any influence of
his own, but because he represented
public works which Quebec required,
and among others, a graving dock.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN- -The Hon.
President of the Council need not
trouble himself any more about the
leadership ofthe Quebec Conservatives.
This is the second or third time that
he seemed to be concerned about it.
The hon. member for Terrebonne and
I are in perfect accord; I support him
and he supports me whenever neces-
sary. We are also in perfect accord as
to the position of the Hon President of
the Council in the Cabinet. Follow-
ing his usual course, instead of answer-
ing the serious charges brought against
him, he tries to carry the war into our
camp, and into mine especially, because
he says if a higlh dignitary of the
Church, a relative of mine, had not
supported me, perhaps the result
would not have been the same. I
would not have alluded to the subject
if the hon. gentleman had iot mention-
ed it himself; but I must explain why
the " high dignitary," as he calls him,
took the part ho did. -He interfered
simply as any other citizen would have
done.

Hon. Mr. CALCHON-I did not say
anything to the contrary.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-If ho had
the sane rights as others, why did the
hon. gentleman attack him ?

lHon. Mr. CAUCHON-I did not
attack him at all.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN--He is
ashamed of having done so.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON---I am not
ashamed of what I said.

Hon. Mr. LANG-EVIN-The hon.
gentleman should have known that
Mr. Tremblay, my opponent, was
reading at the church door in Charle-
voix a letter which my brother, the
Vicar General of Rimouski, had written
him on the tenth of June, 1872, to show
that he was against me and had no
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'confideitce in me, trying thus to de-
stroy my influence with the electors of
the county. It was to this effect-
the first portion of it was a complaint
of certain fishermen from the River
Moisie, County Saguenay, which Mr.
Tremnblay at that time represented.
They complained they could not fish
in that river, as it was let to a party,
and my brother asked him whether le
could not do something in favour of
these fishermen, the matter coming
within the jurisdiction of the Federal
Parliament. The second part of the
letter was about the survey of certain
dands in the district, and we was going
,n to show that the explanations
given by the Minister of Crown Lands
,were not satisfactory, and censured
him for not acting in a more patriotic
way. Mr. Tremblay read to the elec-
tors the portion referring to the fishing
matters, omitted the middle part and
added the censure, which was intended
for a inember of the Quebec Govern-
ment, to the first part, to make it
uppear as if it referred to the Federal
-overinment of which 1 was then a

member. I had never seon the
letter, and I wrote to my brother
for explanation. He telegraphed back
that the tirst part of it referred to the
Federal Government, the second to the
Local Government, and that the con-
sure applied to the latter; and he added,
for more suroty be sent me a copy of
the letter. I read that to the eloctors,
with an hccompanying one from my
brother, who was naturally very severe
-on Mr. Tremblay for his conduct. My
brother was defending himself, and I
wonder that the hon. gentleman should
attempt to condemn him for exercising
a right which any man in this country
would have acted upon. But the hon.
gentleman says nothing about the
charge that I brought against him-
that ho was a party to the organization
of the men who we re sent down to
Clarlevoix to cocrce the electors.

Hon. Mr. CAUCION-It is not so.
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-He cannot

,deny it.
Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-I can.
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-i have

proof of it.
lon. Mr. CAUCHON--Give your

proof.
lon. Mr. LANGEVIN.

lHon. Mr. LANGEVIN-I have it in
writing. There is an order for carry-
ing those men, and an account against
them,

lon. Mr. CAUCIION-It is not so.
lon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Let a Com-

mittee of this House be appointed and
I will prove what I assert. Does the
hon. gentleman say it is not true ?

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-It is not true
that I was at the head of a Committee
to send vehicles for them.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-I never said
that.

lon. Mr. CAUCHON-What did
you say ?

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN-I said that
the hon. gentleman was instrumental
in sending those men there; that he
connived at it ; that ho acted for that
purpose; that without him they would
not have been sent; that the account
is there against him if he has not ai-
ready paid it; that thore are writings
by authority of which those men
were sont to St. Joachim; that
they were told in that document
that they should have their lodging
and board there, and that the
sane thing was also given to a hotel-
keeper at Baie St. Paul. I had intend-
ed merely to mention the fact and say
it was very wrong conduct for the Hon.
President of the Council, but since he
has denied it, I will give notice that I
will move for the appointmont of a
Committee to investigate the matter.

lon. Mr. CAUCIION-The hon.
gentleman is not discussing the ques-
tion before the House. Lot us have
one thing at a time.

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN asked leave
to withdraw his motion for the Address,
since he had beon assured the official
reeoived no instructions from the De-
partment of Customs.

The motion was withdrawn.
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Moved an

Address for correspondence, &c., in re-
lation to the dospatching to theElectoral
District of Charlevoix in the month of
January last of some twenty of th~e
mon composing in summer the Quebec
Water Police.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I can only say
to my hon. friend that there is no cor-
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respondence or instructions of any
kind with regard to this matter.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Perhaps
we may find something among the
outside offices, and the hon. gentleman
had better let the order go.

Hion. Mr. SMITH-I will make
enquiries into the matter.

The motion was carried.
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY-CLAIMS OF

NEWFOUNDLAND.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved an Ad-
dress for correspondence between the
Government and the Hon. Ambrose
Shea, respecting a claim in connection
with a supply of labour for the con-
struction of the Intercolonial Railway.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-What is
the object of this?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I intend to
ask for a Committee, and I want the
correspondence before giving any ex-
planation.

The motion was carried.
AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS.

Mr. ORTON moved for a Select
Committee on the Agricultural In-
terests of the Dominion. In doing so,
he said :-Since the day I first moved a
similar resolution to this, I have become
doubly assured, and confirmed in the
conviction I then held, that the objects
sought by this Committee are seriously
and earnestly desired. As an evidence
of that, I may mention the resolutions
passed at different agricultural societies
throughout the country, and at various

Satherings of millers from one end of
ntario to the other, asking for protec-

tion. With your permission I will
read a resolution passed by the Agri-
cultural Association of the County of
Essex:-

"After the adoption of the Director's report,
the President congratulated the Association
on the very successful exhibition made last fall
at Kingsville, but deplqed that the farmers of
this, the Garden County of the Dominion, did
not take more interest in our agricultural
societies. He then dwelt at some length on
the injustice that Is doue the farmers in our
present Customs arrangements with the
United States and called attention to the
necessity of the farmers to bestir themselve..
and see that as they composedfour-fifths of the
people of this great Province, their interests
were not neglected by the men whom they
sent to represent them . He thon read the
folowing resolution, passed by the Manufac-
turera' Association at Toronto Last fall.18n

" 'Be it therefore Resolved, That in view of
the fact that no duties are imposed on American
products of the soil entering this country,
while nearly all Canadian products are heavily
taxed when sent to the markets of the United
States, we do most emphatically protest against
the interests of our farmers, millers and other
producers being aacrificed in this way ; and
that, while desirous of seeing a fair reciprocity
of trade in these articles between the two
countries restored, Canada cannot suffer Amer-
ican products to enter her markets untaxed, as
long as a heavy toll of custom dutieq is levied
on all our products seeking a market in the
United States."

"l It was then moved and seconded, that the
first resolution adopted at the Convention of
Manufacturers held in Toronto in November
last deserves the approbation of the members
of this Society, and that any legislation that
protects any other branch of industry, without
considering the farming interest, is partial and
unjust."

I may also mention that at various
meetings of millers throughout the
country the very same sentiments
were reiterated. I may also draw the
attention of the House to the opinion
of a gentlemen of undoubted ability
as well as of vast experience, Sir A.
T. Galt, as expressed in a letter pub-
lished by him September 6thi, 1875,
from which I make the following
extract. le says :-

" But as regards the United States, I
frankly declare that they ought to be dealt
with in the same purely selfish spirit with
which they treat us. For my part, I am beartily
tired of efforts at conciliating the United
States commercially-they meet with no re-
sponse, and even existing treaties and laws are
administered by them in a spirit of petty but
vexatious exaction. I trust that henceforth the
sole consideration will be how our trade legîs-
lation is to effect ourselves."

" Possibly this course may produce a wiser
policy on their part more worthy of a great
commercial nation."

In moving for this Committee, I arm
moving in the direction of the great
public good. I shall endeavour, by the
statisties which I find in the Blue Books,
to show the injustice under which the
farmers of our country are at present
suffering. I find in 1874 Canada
exported to the United States over
$12,000,000 worth of agricultural
produce, and that Our farmers had
to pay the Government of the United
States, before they were admitted into
their markets, over the sum of $2,-
000,000. Since the abrogation of the
Reciprocity Treaty, the amount the
farmers of Canada have paid into the
United States Treasury Is something
like 825,000,000, a sum which would
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have built one-fifth of the Pacifie Rail-
way.

I find, on looking further, that
the Americans may use all our markets,
and send very largely all of their pro-
ducts into our country to compete with
ours. I will endeavour to show what
has been sent in by the Americans, and
how far we have derived benefit froi
it. The imports of horses, cattle,
sheep, swine, and other animals in 1872
amounted to $138,029 ; in 1873, to
$259,549; in 1875, to $581,509, show-
ing a rapid increase of the importations
from the United States into Canada in
the animals produced on the farm, and
therefore competing with Canadian
animals raised by our farners. The
imports of grain into Canada, after
deducting what is exported not the
produce of Canada for 1873 amounted
to $8,47ý3,699; in 1874, to $8,102,676,
and in 1875, to $8,176,091, and this
large amount of' agricultural products
competed in our markets with Cana-
dian products. I will also point
out another fact :---The total im-
ports of flour from. the United States
for the ear 1875 was $2,462,619.
The exports of flour from. Canada,
including that not the produce of the
Dominion, amounted to $1,583,242,
leaving $879,377 as the amount of
Ancrican flour which is actually con-
sumed in Canada, and therefore coin-
peting with the flour produced by our
own millers. There are many other
facts which may be pointed out from-
the statistics, but statisties are a dry
suhject, and I shall not trouble the
louse with anything further on that
point. I will ask the House to con-
sider what the Americans have paid
for access to our markets. The horses,
swine, cattle and sheep which pay 10
per cent. when they come into Canada,
articles which we send very largely
to the United States. the Americans
compel us to pay 20 per cent. on. I
maintain that this is unjust towards
the farmers of Canada.

In the United States there are
wide trucs of rich agricultural soil,
and with a climate that does not ne-
cessitate expensive buildings or large
quantities of fodder, and cattle can be
raised cheaper than in Canada, an&
they will be able to undersell Canadian
cattile in our own markets, and ourt

Mr. OnToN.
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distilleries will be supplied, as they
are now to some extent, with
Yankee cattle. For the last two
years there has been a greagt deal of
agitation in favour of production for
manufactures; to such an extent did
this agitation go that even the present
free-trade Government were compelled
to increase the tariff of protection for
manufactures from 15 to 17½ per cent;
and if the prediction of the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal West is correct-and
the country must believe he had some
grounds for it, as he was elected under
the auspices of a free-trade Premier
-the Government intend to fur-
ther protect the manufacturers. I
shall not endeavour to make it
appear that protection to the manufae-
turers is injurious to the agricultural
interest. I do not believe that the
farmers of Canada can ever be led to
suppose that such is the case; they are
well aware that by the enterprise of
manufacturers they derive vast benefits
in the shape of better markets and
higher prices for produce. It miight be
well to compare purely agricltural
countries with mnanufacturmg coun-
tries. Take Poland as an exapn!e ---In
that country it is well known there are
no manufactures, and I think that all
will acknowledge that ag,-icuilture is
but a sorry occupation in such a place.
The average production of wheat there
is 'only nine bushels to the acre, while
in Great Britain the average yield per
acre is thirty bushels, with a price
per bushel double that of Poland.
Is it a wonder then that the
English fariner can afford to spend
two or three times as much to improve
his land as the Pole can ? The abund-
ance of capital which manufactures
create in a country, a well as the
increase of commerce and shipping, are
advantages which we should not over-
look in considering the agricultural
interests ; and I think we would do
well to have the attention of the
House directed to this matter. Land
in England is worth twenty times
what it is in Poland. The increa§ge
that has been going on in the agri-
cultural wealth of the country is
enormous. I find that the agricultural
wealth of England is represented at
$3,311,000,000, returning interest at
the rate of 13 per cent., Žvhile the
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nmanufacturing wealth amounts to
$219,00a,000, while the products from
the manufactories amount every year
to something like $259,000,000.
The product of the investment of the
$3,311,000,000 of agricultural worth
amounts annually to $559,000,000.
When we find these great results
arising from the encouragement of
manufactures, and such increase in
prices of agricultural produce, should
we not try and emulate our Mother
Country, and endeavour by some means
to improve our own agricultural in-
terests ? I shall be told by the hon.
member for South Waterloo that we
would be introducing a dangerous pro-
tective policy. I say this policy exists
in this country at present; but I main-
tain, whether the duties on manufac-
tures are increased or not, the farmers
should be protected and have the first
choice in our our own markets. In consi-
dering the question of protection, we
are told that free-trade is the right
policy; we are referred to Great Britain;
but I woul-1 ask whether the agricultu-
ral wealth of Great Britain was
brought about by a free trade or
by a protective policy. The figures I
have referred to in reference to the
Agricultural wealth of Great Britain
wcre colleotcd previous to a free-trado
palicy being adopted, viz:-in year
1835, and after she had educated her
immense population of mechanies until
she could defy the world. The im-
mense strength the manufacturers
had then attained prevented any
fo rei gn conpetition, and therefore free-
trade was the correct policy for the
country at that time, as it encouraged
foreigners to bring in raw material and
take away the manufactured goods.
John S*e vaA. Ell 'taLes that in new
countries and under certain circum-
stances protection to infant manufac-
tures is ho t h justifiable and proper, in,
order to enable them to compete with
countries longer engaged in mann-
facturing. and who have had their
people taught to become skilled mec h-
anies an artizanis.

I believe that lhe feeling of the

people of this iDoiînion is in favour of
a broad, comprehensive national policy
and encouragenment for manufactures,
of articles the raw material for which
éxists in our own country. I believe

that protection to them, and also to
coarser kinds of cotton goods, would
be beneficial to the agricultural in-
terests. We cannot by any system of
protection build up manufactures of the
finer kinds of goods of which we do
not produce the raw material, and we
have not the accumulated machinery
and skill that is in Great Britain. A
protection to them would mean a bur-
then to the agricultural community.
We should protect those industries
which are natural to the country, deve-
lope our iron and coal, and encourage
commerce between the Provinces. 1
believe Ontario should supply the peo-
ple of the Lower Provinces with pro-
visions, and that we should receive
from them in return their coal and fish,
also their manufactures. I believe that
the Lower Provinces should be a manu-
facturing people, and they will become
so under aproperfiscals ystem. I would
like to see a policy that will keep the
immi gr-ants from Europe in this counmry
and not sond them disgusted to the
United States. There will be a great
deal for the Commiittee to do if they
are appointed. It will be their duty
to ascertain what the feelings of the
farmers rcally are, and to hear from
them in what shape-if there is to be
an alteration in the tariff-the redis,
tribution of duties shall take place in
order to give the interests of agri-
culturists due consideration.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I must
object, Sir, to the power the hon. gen-
tleman asks for the Committee, Two
Comnmittees have beei appointed in
this relation during the last five years,
and a report was presented laqt Session
by a Committee the hon. gentleman
obtained on a similar motion. This is
printed in the Appendix to the Jour-
nals of last yeir, and it embodies in-
formation obtained by a previous Com-
mittec. Why he should cndeavour to
champion the interests of those who
need no champion in this House I do
not know. The farmers are thoroughly
able to take care of themselves; they
are the most prosperous class in the
country, and the nostrums the hon.
gentleman would prescribe for their
protection I do not think they will
have on any account. I have no ob-
jection, however, if hon. members de-
sire to serve on the Committee, to give
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it power to send for papers; but I do
not consider that there would be any
justification for the expenditure of pub-
lic money in sending for witnesses to
testify what every person who has
common sense already knows. If the
hon. member agrees to strike out that
part of that motion., then I bave no
objection.

Mr. ORTON-Sir, 1 certainly could
not agree to this part being withdrawn.
The Hon. Premier has granted a
Committees relative to almost every
interest in the country except the
agricultural interest; and I am sure
that the hon. gentleman will find, be-
fore this Session is over, large petitions
sent by the farmers throughout
Ontario to this House, praying that
action be taken in their regard. They
are discontented with the present state
of affairs. The Hon. Premier seeks to
condemn the position I have taken
as unworthy, and represents me as ad-
ministering nostrums to the farmers;
but, Sir, I am sure that his insinua-
tions are un worthy of his high posi-
tion, when he tries to accuse me of
acting dishonestly.

Hon. Mr. MAKENZIE--I am sur-
prised, Mr. Speaker.- I never said that
he was acting dishonestly, I never ac-
cused the hon. gentleman of being
either dishonest or unworthy. I said
nothing of the kind.

Mr. ORTONT--Certainly the term
was not very complimentary. The
Hon. Premier represented that I was
administering nostrums to the farmers
of this country, and that is the term
applied to quacks. All I can say
to the hon. gentleman is that I am
no quack in this matter. I have the
interest of the agricultural community
at heart. I represent a large agricultural
constituency, and I am endeavouring to
advance its interests nowithstanding
the difficulties the First Minister throws
in my way. I know I shall receive the
approbation of the great majority of
the farmers, whose views, I believe, I
state. If the hon. Premier is resolved
that this motion shall not carry, he
must ac pt the responsibility. The
farmers will know why their interests
cannot be considered as well as those
of other classes of the community.

Hon. Mr. MaCmesa.I

Mr. MASSON-I think that the Hon.
Minister of Public Works is not dealing
with my hon. friend with quite his
usual fairness. If I remember aright,
the Committee struck the night before
last was to enquire into the state of
manufacturing and commercial inter-
ests ; and the Hon. Premier then gave
as his reason for not adding the agricul-
tural interest the notice of motion
made by my hon. friend in this regard.
Had this been included, power would
have been conferred to send for persons
as well as papers, and therefore I
think that this Committee should have
the same authority. Past Committees
have collected a good deal of evidence,
but it is hardly applicable to present
circumstances more than the testi-
mony secured by the Committees
which have sat with reference to the
manufacturing interests.

Mr. ARCIIIBALD-I should sup-
port with great pleasure the motion,
if, in the first place, any reason ex-
isted for it, and if, in the second place,
the remedy proposed would be effec-
tual. I have been unable to ascertain
that any complaints have been made by
the farming community. I have not
learned of any wide-spread discontent
amongst them, but the contrary; there-
fore no necessity for this enquiry
exists. The remedy he offered is pro-
tection. He speaks of certain agricul-
tural products and eut meats; these
are now protected by a duty of 10 per
cent., and some even by a larger duty.
The article of cut meats is protected
by a specifie duty of one cent a pound,
which, as nearly as I can calculate,
would amount to about 15 per
cent. Regarding the articles admitted
duty free, they are very few in num-
ber, and I will give figures to enable
the House to judge how far any further
protection would be of any aid to the
?armer.

First comes an article, which, small as
it is, is worth mentioning-eggs. We
import to the value of $8,000, and we
export to the value of $434,000 ;
of flour, wheat and rye, we imnport
to the value of $2,462,000, and e rt,
as the hon. gentleman ha sta to
the value of $1,583,000. It is worth
while to take into consideration the
fact that flour and wheat go together,
and when I come to wheat, I find that
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ave import to the value of $6,657,000,
,and export nearly $8,500,000 we-th. So
that in the article of breadstuffs, wheat
and four, our exports exceed the
imports by a very considerable amount.
Then comes grain other than wheat
and corn, and in this connection, our
imports amount to $191,000, anI our
exports 89,600,000. It is quite evi-
dent, therefore, that there is very little
tc be gained by imposing any duty in
this relation, no matter how great. Of
Indian corn we import to the value of
$2,452,000 and export nearly $160,000
worth. It is important to mention,
that while we export largely wheat
and pease, these grains are much more
valiable, and bring mueh larger prices
than corn to the farniers, who buy
the latter at a lower price for feeding

irposes, giving them a clear profit.
There is one other article I would iii-
stance:--W e import nearly eight million
pounds of wool, and we export 2,000,000
pounds. Apparently this is about as
strong a (ase as can be made out bv the
hen. gentleman; but lot us sec how far
any protection would be of use in this
regard to the agriculturist. The wool we
export is the long comb wool, which
brings twice as high a price as the
wool that is imported. As a matter of
faet, the value of the nearly eight mil-
lions of pounds we have imported, is
about $1,375,090, while we export to
the value of $2,642,000 lbs., bringing
us about $920,000. An exehangre of
this kind, it seems to me, is one of the
very greatest importance and profit;
and to impose a duty on the wool
coning into the 'country would really
be to fling money out of the farmers'
pockets, increasing the cost of
the cloth which is manuf totured
from it, and whicli the farmer
himself would be obliged to pay
when he parchased it from the manu-
facturer. Under these circumstances,
1 think that the remedy proposod is
the very nostrum. which it was charac-
terized a short time since; also that
levying any duty on agricultural pro-
ducts cannot result in the slightest
benefit to the farmer, but the contrary.
I can therefore sec no reaso i why a
Committee of this kind should be
granted, more particularly as we
have had several such Committees
during previous Sessions.

14

Mr. McCALLUM-I am surprised
that the Premier is disposed to refuse
so reasonable a request as that asked for
by the member for Centre Wellington
to grant this Committee in orier to
find out how this great interest
stands to-day ? I am perfectly willing
to leave the matter as it is, and let it
go to the country that the First Minis-
ter hai to-night refused to place the
farmers on the same level with other
classes. On the very tools with which
they work they pay 17½ per cent. duty;
but their interests, which are as import-
ant as any other, are neglected. The
time is not for distant, however, when
the farmer will make his influence felt
on the floor this House. Along the
Welland Canal, near which I live, the
very cattle and horses are fed on
Anerican produets to the injury of
our agriculturnits.

If of Indian coii ve have a short
crop, we certainly need a market
where we cmu buy, but we cannot take
advantage of the American market in
our case without paying from 20 to 25
per cent. duty. If there is a large
crop in the United States they over-
flood this country with their products.
The Committee can do no harm, and
if it spends a few hunirel dollars it
will not be too much, the subject being
worthy the consideration of the meni-
bers of this House.

Mr. PATERSON-It is truc that
this Committee has been previously
asked for by the hon. gentleman on
one or two occasions; but I think that
the results of their investigations have
never been properly placed before the
House. The first report, it is true,
embodied information gathered by a
previous Commi ttee some years ago,
but I would suggest, for the Premier's
consideration, whether this would now
apply under the changed circum-
stances. A few years ago, besides, the
agitation which at present is general
with reference to increased protection
had no existence.

There is no doubt that throughout
the length and breadth of the country
at the ])resent time this question
agitates all classes of our community
--- how their interests may bc bette ed-
and while I can quite understand the
position of the hon. member for Stor-
mont, lie being ignorant of any desire
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on the part of the farmers for any im-
provement of their condition, I cannot
take the same ground, because I am
cognizant of the fact that the subject
is stirring themu to their very depths.
At my last election, when my oppo-
nent told them that they need not ex-
pect any protection from the Reform
Government, I had to assure theni that
vhenever this subject camne up in the

House, I would raise my voice in their
behalf. I think it is hardly possible
that the duty ou wheat will give in-
creased prices, bocause we raise a sur-
plus and export it. Nevertheless, it
will be a protection to our millers,
and if any eau be given to our
agriculturists by a. revision of the
tariff, they should get it. The party
to which I belong, and whieh is led
by the Premier, will make a maistake
if they refuse to grant this Commiuittee.
We need not prejudge the report it
will make. It may show that the
ideas of the hon. member for Centre
Wellington, if put in practice, would
only redound to the injury of the
fariners. If 'so, nobody would advo-
cate that measure. I trust the good
sense of the Committee will prevent
them incurring much expense by
sending for persons.

I do not know whether the petition
was read which -was presented here,
asking the Government to put a duty
on grain. I know there is a petition
being signed by the Grangers, and the
only reason why several of them have
not been presented is that they intend
to make their appeal with the signature
of 100,000 farmers. It will be present-
ed next year, and this House should be
in possession of information that would
enable them to deal with it in
a reasonable and proper manner.
Wise though we may be, it is
possible there is an aspect of this ques-
tion that has not been thoroughly un-
derstood or appreciated by some in this
House, who endeavour to pooh-pooh the
motion. It is true some hon. gentle-
men here think the United States pur-
sue a commercial policy that is utterly
nonsensic4l in some respects; but until
the duties en agricultural produets are
removed, it is prima facie evidence
that the farmers believe protection
to be in their own interests.

It it said by putting duties on grain
Mr. PATERSON. %

we would simply give our American
neighbours an idea we were pursuing a
retaliatory policy, and that would
prejudice future negotiations for a
renewal of reciprocal trade relation. I
am one of those who believe that to
have the American market free to our
products would benefit our farmers.
We know an honest attempt, was made
to secure this, that it failed, and at the
present time we have not got it. We
do not know whether negotiations
tending in that direction may soon be
opened or not, at least niembers of this.
House are not in possession of that
information. The question is whether
in the event of future negotiations the
imposition of a tax on grain would
operate in our favour. Fancy a
Commissioner, delegated by this
Government and sanctioned bv the
British Government, sent to Wash-
ington to negotiate such a Treaty.
The question might be asked what he
desired. He replies : " I wish to have
"a free market in the United States for
"the products of our forests, fields and

mines," Then the United States
Commissioner might ask-"And what

will you give us in returirn," Our
representative replies " The free use
"of our markets for siiilar products of
"your country," The astute American
would naturally say " We have that
"already; I do nlot see that you offer us

anything." We must reinember we
should have something to offer when
we attenpt to open u.p anew the
Reciproeity question. I need not
remnind this louse that the great lever
we had before in negotiating a
Reciproeity Treaty is ours no longer.

I have no doubt a very hostile feeling
would be evoked in the Maritime
Provinces by imposing a duty on bread-
stuffs. As representing a community
composed largely of Ontario farmers,
I admit I am selfish enough to believe
and wish it would benefit them, but
let the people of the Lower Provinces
remember that when the fisheries were
given to the United States it was not
for nothing. It secured for them reci-
procity-the free introduction of their
products, fish and fish oils, into the

nited States. They got the beneftts,
but the Ontario and Quebec farmers
received none and lost the lever by
which they could have secured a re-
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newal of the old reciprocity trade rela-
tions.

It is desirable, I conceive, that where a
motion is made looking toward gaining
information on a subject concerning
the well being of so large a portion of
the population as the agriculturists, it
should be allowed to pass with the
expression of a hope that expense
would be avoided as much as possible.

Mr. STIRTON-I think we should
not oppose the hon. gentleman getting
the eommittee. Judging from past
experience, it would be-quite harmless.
This is the third time lie has brought
the matter before the House. The
first Session he had a seat here he got
a Committee. He had ample time to
present a full report; but my hon.
friend had that peculiar turn of mind
to look for what had been done before.
He found an old report which he
copied and handed in to Parliament.
It was ruled out of order. Last Session
we had an attempt, which proved
abortive, to get another- investigation
I think, therefore, we should allow, him
to have his Committee.

I have something to say as apràctical
farmer in this matter. My hon. friend
said this Committee was called for by
a large section of this eountry. Now,
when anything agitates the public
mind, or is particularly wanted by any
class of this community, we are gener-
ally approached by petition. We have
the Provincial Agricultural Associa-
tion, and County and Township
Societies and clubs of farmers; yet at
their meetings this question is never
discussed. If I believed for one moment
that protection would benefit the
farmers of Ontario one cent, the hon.
gentleman would find me zealous in
supporting his motion ; but I say, as a
practical farmer, that instead of bene-
titting it would injure them.

The lion. member for Centre Wel-
lington said something about having
free-trade with the United States, but
he never said anything about what we
should ( to bring it about. Will anýy-
thing this Committee can do or agitate
in this direction bring it about? Cei-
tainly not. He went on at great
length to show the success of Great
Britain, and made the extraordinary
statement that it was obtained without

14&

free-trade. If he knew anything about
farming there he would understand
that agriculture has prospered since
free-trade in corn. He also said the
great secret of the success of the
British manufacturer was because the
raw material came in free of duty.
What does he propose to do? Why,
to tax raw material and make food
dear.

My lion. friend from Lincoln the
other night made an allusion to the
fact that we imported 4,000,000 busiels
of corn, and asked why should we im-
port a bushel ? Simply because we
make money out of it. He also said,
why not make whiskey out of coarse
grains ? We can buy corn for a cent a
pound, and sell our barley tbr 1- or 2
cents a pound, and there is more spirit
in a pound of corn than a pound of
barley. He proposes to put a duty on
corn, and wants to iake whiskey cost
twice as much to the manufacturer as
at present. Corn is the chea)est
and nost nutritious foods you can buy
for the support of stock, and iny hon.
friend for the benefit of the farier
propses to exc 'iýe it.

The great obje;t 13 toget the farners
in line with some other interest, so as
to bring such infuen-ace to bear on the
Governnent as to drive them to the
terms. Iattributed agreat dealof what
we have heard here to selfishness. I feel
as much concerrîed for the farming inter-
est as any one, and if I thought thi
movement would benefit them to the
extent of one cent in the bushel, I
would support it, but I have come to
the conclusion that there is nothing in
it.

Mr. CASEY-Since another gentle
inan representing a constituency which
is, in part, a farming constituency, las
taken upon hinself to state that the
farmers are stirred up on this question,
and has given mysterious hints about
overwhelming petitions, I must enter
a protest against the assertions of
that hon. gentleman. There is no
evidence, and never has been, before
the House that there is any wide-spread
feeling amongst farmers in favour of
protection. The only attempts made
in this House to establish that fact
have been mwde by gentlemen either
manufacturers themselves, or repre-
senting manufacturing, or in some way
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disconnected with the farming com-
munity.

My hon. friend fron South Welling-
ton has put the facts very clearly. He
lias shown you there is no agitation
.tmong the Agricultural Societies, and
none among firiers to organize for pro-
tection. le also gave some strong
.arguments against protection as applied
to the farmîing interests. I inerely
_say this:-The fact we had to import
agricultural produce shows that it is a
saving to some one. If we put on such
a duty as will shut it out, it must incon-
venience some persons, or cause themn
to lose money. The lion. niember for
Centre Welliington has not shown that
yot put a correspatsding ainount of ini-
creased rcvenue into the farmers'
pockets by an inscreased tarifif. Farmiers
themselves know this very well. They
feel that through all the ehanging cir-
canstances of the country they have
stood the storm as well as any other
class, wlile inerchants and manufac-
turers have gone down. They
have not suffered under the assumed
disadvantages of free-trade, but have al-
wasys come out better than any Body
else. But I do not see whv this attempt
should be made to put patent nostrums
into healthy constitutions. t

Mr. PATERSON - Do you not
think that this Commnittee mnight do
good b>y reconnending the abolition
of the duties already existing ? If
free trade be better than protection,
why have any duties at all ?

Mr. CASEY-If the Committee is
atppointed, it would be as likely to do
that as anything else. My chief point
is that the farmers have not signified
any dissatisfaction with the present
state of things. Although the term
quackery, employed in the early
part of the debate on this subject,
nay be a little harsh, it is no inatter
for surprise that such a word was sug-
gested by the course pursued by the
hon. member who makes the motion.

On motion of Mr. MILLS, the de-
bate was adjourned.

The House adjourned atThirty min-
utes past Eleven.

Mr. CASEY.

HOU3E OF COMMONS.

TUESDAY, Feb. 22, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.

CIVIL SERVICE SUPERANNUATION BILL.

Mr. BLAIRE moved, that on Thurs-
day next this House will resolve itself
into a Cominittee of the Whole House to
consider of the following Resolution:

That it is expedient to provide that the pro-
visions of the Canada Civil Service Act,-186S.
and any Acts amending the same, and of the

Act for better ensuring the efficiency of the
Civil Service of Canada, by providing for the

"superannuation of persons employed therein
in certain cases," and any Acts amending the

same, shall ext nd and apply to the Officers.
Clerks and Servants of the Supreme Court of
Canada, and ofthe Exchequer Court of Canada,
at the seat of Government-Carried.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS OF PENITEN-
TIARIES.

H1on. Mr. BLAKE moved thu s(econd
reading of the Bill to provide for the
appointmnent of Assistant Inspectors of
Penitentiaries in Manitoba and British
Columbia. He said : It is not necessary
to make further explanations than I
have already furnished to the House.
I nay, however, refer to a suggestion
miade fron one quarter of the House
on the subject. This neasure is not at
all a consequence of the legislation to
reduce the namber of Inspectors. The
necessity arises froni other considera-
tions altogether, which would he applic-
able to the old Board, namely, the in-
spection of penitentiaries in provinces
which are so remote that the travelling
expenses alone would exceed the sala-
ries which We propose to pay to th
local inspectors. The further off those
Provinces are, the more necessary it is
to have somebody on the spot to make
a closer and fuller inspection than if
we had to send an officer there. The
public charge is insignificant, and, as I
said before, it does not amount to the
travelling expenses.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-My
hon. friend is quite right. It would be
impossible for one inspector to go to
Manitoba and British Columbia. It
would take him so long that he could.
not attend to all his duties, while if a
Board were appointed it would be
broken by the absence of some of the
inspectors. I think these inspeetora
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should be of such standing as to give
confidence to the House and to the
country. It seems to me that this is
a temporary measure more than any-
ing e lse.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The intention is
to find, if possible, a suitable person in
each Province to whom this salary
will be more a supplement than any-
thing else. I do not anticipate any
difficulty in finding proper men. The
measure may in some sense be tem-
porary, but I ani afraid until we extin-
guish time and space it will be perma-
nent.

Mr. BUNSTER-I think it would
be impossible to find a gentleman fit
for the position who would take it for
the salary offered. Wages are higher
in British Columbia than here, and
certaigly a-gentleman capable of per-
torming the daties would not accept a
smaller salarv than mechanics and
laborers are paid.

The Bill was read the second time.
CRIMINAL STATISTICS.

lon. Mr. BLAKE moved the second
reading of Bill to make provision
for the collection and registration of
Criminal Statisties. le said: I have
but a few observations to make in ref-
erance to this meAure in addition to
what I said when introducing it. On
that occasion I promised to explain to
the House, as far as I could, what, in a
general sense, were the possible num-
ber of records that might have to be
made, and give such other inform tion
based upon the procedure in England,
and heretofore in Canada, as might be
at all useful. In reference to provin-
eial statistics on this subject, the infor-
mation which I t have been able t-
gather is only to be found in
the Province of Ontario. There
is there a system which furnishes
to a very large extent what is required
on the subject, although, from the fact
that it is designed more with reference
to provincial objects-there being
some provincial acts which are not
criminal laws of Canada, and yet in-
volve fine and imprimonment-we can-
not obtain all the information which,
according to the system which has
grown up in England, may be required.
The results are startling as to the
growth of crime in the country. The

commitments to jail in Ontario for the
year ending Sept. 30th, 1872, were
6,958 : for the year ending Sept. 30th,
1875, three years later, they were 10,-
073, making an increase of about three-
sevenths of the wnole amount in three-
years. We have partial statisties fromn
Quebec. The commitments in 1872
were 4,241. If you assume the same
percentage of increase in Quebec as we
find in Ontario, it would give 6,6(50
commnitments for 1875, or a total of
between sixteen and seventeen thons-
and for the two Provinces, and about
20,000 in round numbers for the entire
Dominion in 1875.

In Ontario a very large number of
cases resulted in acquittal or discharge.
the number being no less than 2,312,
or about three-tenths of the whole
number. This seems to me, speaking
without reference to the statistics of
other countries, to be a very large pro-
portion of persons who have been sub-
jected to the oi:deal of commitment for
crime and afterwards found not guilty.

Then, with reference to the minor
class of crimes, part of which may
be under provincial, and part
under Dominion laws, and with
respect to which I have io
means of distinguishing one class
from the other, therewereno less than
3,663 commitments for the offence of'
being drunk and disorderly. Besides
that, there are many for breacli of by-
laws and other crimes which might be
designated as infractions of provincial
by-laws punishable by committal.

This enormous increase in the num-
ber of persons charged with, and in the
number convicted of crime, if you. com-
pare it with the increase of population,
is renarkable, but it must not be sup-
posed that it is attributable to any
abnornal growth in 1875, for the in-
crease of that year was less than that
of 1874. I think these figures demon-
strate the importance of our obtaininîg
such statistics as may inform the minds
of us who are responsi ble for those laws
which prescribe what are crimes, the
penalties for them, the criminal pro-
cedure, and the general effect of these
laws upon the criminal class, as might
enable u,-, perchance, with wisdoni to
amend them. As I have said, the prac-
tice in Ontario, under administrative
regulations, has been such as to furnish
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a very large amount of information of
which I have given the House only the
general result without the details. An-
terior te Confederation there was estab-
lished in Lower Canada a system which
afforded fuller details in reference to
judicial statistics than in the other
Provinces, but it supplied hardly any-
thing, indeed, that is useful except
the general results I have given
the House as to the number of commit-
ments made in the course of the year.
As to the other Provinces. I have
caused enquiry to be made so far as
public sources of information and ses-
sional papers, &c., gave the means of
doing so, but it does iot appear that
there exists any useful provision at any
rate for obtaining criminal statistics.
As I have said the provision made in
Lower Canada in this regard before Con-
federation was very considerable and
very general, but since Confederation
the Criminal Procedure Act has been
-extended to the whole of the Dominion.
The portion having reference to con-
victions before Magi strates' Courts,
imposed upon these Magistrates
the duty of making a return to a local
>fficer of their convictions and sen-

-tences, whether by fine or imprison-
ment. and also required that officer to
advertise in a local paper the results in
schedules, and transmit these results
to the Minister of Finance. I presume,
from the nature of the office held by the
gentleman to whom the results were
to be sent, that the object of this step
was a pecuniary one, to see that what
belonged to the Crown was properly
remitted. I have endeavoured, as far
as I could, in the present measure, to
.adopt existing plans sanctioned by the
authority of the Parliament of Canada;
-and the Bill provides for the con-
tinuance of these returns, the only dif-
ference being that they should be for-
warded to the Minister of Agriculture,
who has charge of the Department of
Statistics, instead of an officer to whom
they are really of no ceonsequence.
The Minister of Agriculture can
sec just as well as the Minister of
Finance that the fees are collected;
and whatis really important, can utilize
them with a view to the compilation of
statisties. That, 1owever, was the
only existing provision of the law
which it seemed possible to embody

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

absolutely in the Bill as capable of'be-
ing made available under any circum-
stances. Ifelt at the time the measure
was introduced, the importance of
availing myself as far as possible ofthe
systens at present followed in
the other Provinces ; and I did
not like, with the information I
thon possessed, to propose a permis-
sive clause ; but since its introduction,
I have, as I expected, received various
communications on the subject, and of
such a character as to induce me to
inform the House of my intention to
suggest a permissive clause, which
enables us to utilize, where sys-
tems of statistics have been or
or may be established, the provincial
method, so far as we ean (lo it without
injury to the harmony and con plete-
ness of our own system. It will be re-
marked that there are great' advan-
tages in the close supervision necessar-
ily given by the inspector of local in-
stitutions and the returns made by vir-
tue of his office relative to bis inspee-
tion of the gaols, &c., once at any rate,
and generally twice a year. He is
able to ascertain how the reports are
actually prepared, and check by act-
ual inspection their accuraey with re-
gard to the number of the persons con-
tined in the gaol, &c. He is able to
judge-and as I have been informed,
bis investigations frequently put him
in a position to check errors-how far
the officer is discharging bis duty ;
therefore I feel it to be a very import-
ant )art of the measure that we should
avail ourselves of provincial machin-
ery in this regard. The extra trouble
given should be paid for, and a clause
I shall suggest to be added, after the
seventh section of the Bill, will be to
this effect:

That in connection with the collection of
criminal statistics, or the obtaining of any
part of the information to be embraced in the
schedules authorized under this Act, the
Ministry may cause to be taken out of any
moneys provided by Parliament in this regard,
such sums as may be agreed on, not exceeding
the amounts otherwise payable te the sheriffs
and wardens for like services, under the 4th
section of the Act.

I do not however propose to alter the
cast of the Bill at all, but I wish to
complete it, giving us full power to
make collections by our own authority
(f all statisties. I mentioned at the
time I introduced the measure that I
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thought it both politic and just that
we should not impose this duty upon
these officers without the payment
of some small fee-just because it is an
additional duty, and politie, because
we cannot expect an additional duty
properly perfbrmed unless this is done.
I have felt a considerable degree of em-
barrassment as to the amount of
remuneration to be given. It seemed
tolerably clear to me that the general

principle should be the payment of a
small, fixed sum, in the first instance,
for making the return. I also felt that
there ought to be some little additional
fee ; but it was not so easy to decide
whether it should be calculated accord-
ing to the number of -words employed,
,or the number of cases with reference to
which information is given. On the
whole, I concludede that the latter
plan was most proper, for the number
of cases with which the officer would
have to deal would be a better measure
of the trouble taken than the number of
words used, obviating the employment
ofneedless verbiage in the report. The
rates I am about to propose are ex-
tremely moderate, and in this relation
it is to be remembered that these
officers are bound to make returns to
the Local Governments, entering most
of these things, if not all of them, as in
Ontario. It is b ardly conceivable, in any
well-ordered Province, that the sheriff
or gaolers should not be obliged to keep
records of most of these matters, and the
additional duty would be practically
that of sending us the results of the
entries. My intention with reference
to the money resolution will be ex-
plained when we reach the notice in
this connection on the paper. So much
I have said with reference to the pri-
soners committed, either for trial or
under conviction and what remains
is with regard to the other and
no less important branch of the
matter-the returns of the business
transacted in the courts themselves.
It did not appear to me that we
could hope to get satisfactory in-
formation by relying upon the reports
of sheriffs or gaolers, obtaired casually
or otherwise. Besides, the acquittals
would, in their returns, be entirely
excluded from consideration. I have,
therefore, added the suggestion that
the clerk, or officer performing that

duty, and when there is no clerk, the
judge himself, shall make out the
schedules, and fill up such as are sent
to him with reference to the criminal
business transacted in the Court.

Now, Sir, passing to what is done in
this relation in England, I may say
that the system of judicial statisties
there, which is much wider of course
than our sphere concerning such statis-
tics, embracing, as it does, the civil as
well as criminal, was commenced very
many years ago, and has been gradually
improved. I think that about the year
1852 it was practically commenced by
directions from the office of the Secre-
tary for the Home Department, and as
far as I can ascertain, it has gone on by
degrees and by administrative arrange-
ment only. There are some provisions
in the old Statutes in connection with
statistics, but they refer more to the
means, first of all, of obtaining photo-
graphs of members of the criminal
classes and the description of individual
criminals, and secondly, to the pro-
visions of the ticket-of-leave system,
than to such matters as those
which we are now called upon to
consider. The more analogous legis-
lation which I have been able
to find, is that of Scotland in 32 and
33 Vic., Cap. 33, where provision was
made legislatively for the collection
of criminal statistics in Scotland ; and
in the second section of that Act, it is
provided that the Clerks of the several
Courts for the administration of Crimi-
nal Justice, the Keepers of Records,
and other persons receiving remnunera-
tion for the performance of public
duties, shall fill up, and transmit to the
Department for the collection of crimi-
nal statistics, returns relative to the
the business transacted in their offices
during the preceding year. That Act
Act also provides that each schedule
sent should bear the signature of -the
Lord Advocate for Scotland, and a
summary remedy for default, and for
reports touching the state of crime, to
be made by the Sheriffs. The House
is aware that Sheriffs perform judicial
functions there. These returns go to the
Home Department with the view of
contributing to the completeness of
the system. I may say that I have
taken advantage of the Scottish law ;
and I have also added provisions con-
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tained in Act of the Parliament of
Canada concerning the imposition of
penalties, included by the right bon.
member for Kingston in the amended
Act, itself drawn from Acts of that
Parliament. I have had called to my
attention the question whether the
natural year should be adopted for
the returns. This would involve of
course considerable delay before
the statisties can be expected to
be prepared in the different
offices. I think that this will require
about two months, and that I propose
to allow. Then there would be the
further delay of compiling the
results and tabulating them, and
this would take I do not know bow
much longer, but a considerable time.
It would not bc possible, as is very
obvious, if the natural year is adopted,
to furnish to Parliament during the Ses-
sion the usual satisfactory returns with
regard to the preceding year ; and there
may be a question whether-although
I confess that I have an impression in
favor of the natural year-on the whole
the efficiency of the returns would be
impaired by taking some earlier period,
as the 30th of September, securing the
returns by the 1st of November, and
during the Session these resuits might
be laid beforo Parliament. We also
have the incidental advantage, which
is not unimportant, of having the as-
sistance of the Provincial machinery
and of Provincial offieers to a very
large extent. It is the year used in the
Province of Ontario, though it is quite
probable that if we adopted the
other that Province might also be in-
duced to change its year. If not, it is
clear that additional labor would be
imposed on the officers, having possibly
to a certain extent an injurious
effect on the service and our arrange-
ments in connection with this system
of statistics. I have no further sugges-
tions. The Ilouse will perceive in the
Scottish Act the forms for the sched-
ies. The forins which are to be used
shall be approved of by the Governor
in Council, so that the whole Council
shall be responsible for the adoption of
any schedules which the officers in
question under this Act will be obliged
to fill up.

Sir JOHN A. M1ACDONALD asked

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

if any 1 rovision was made respecting-
breaches of provincial laws?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--The Bill pro-
vides for the collection of eriminal sta-
tistics of Canada, and I do not propose
to provi(fe for that. With reference to
the Province of Ontario, we can very
easily colleet the statistics, and perhaps
as a mere matter of departmental ad
ministration the Minister charged with
this duty in that or any other Province
could make a supplementary report
which can be communicated to the
House. I did not think it expedient to
mingle that subject with the statistics
of crime of Canada.

Mr. BROUSE----I don't rise for the
purpose of opposing anything in this
Bill, but on the contrary to congratu-
late ny lion. friend on lrInging it for-
ward. At the same tiine I regret that
the Bill has not *gone further. When
my hon. friend on my left (Mr. ]Dy-
mond) brought this question forward,
it was stated that it was not within
the province of the House to deal with
it. I also brought forward another mat-
ter----that relating to sanitary science,
and was informed that it eould not be
dealt with here. While expressing
satisfaction with the present measure,
I may repeat that a larger and more
important question bas been given the
go by, and that no reference is made to
bealth statistics, which would be of far
·greater importance than the mere col-
lection of criminal statistics. The le-
gislators of England have declared that
it is the first duty of a statesman to
legislate for the health of the people,
and in other countries such legis-
lation has had the effect of redu-
eing the rate of mortality from
40 in 1,000 down to its present compara-
tively low figure. I think the bon.
gentleman should give a reason to this
House why this important subject
should not be dealt with. I do not in-
tend to go into the matter fully at
present, but will avail myself of an-
other opportunity to. bring it before
the bouse.

Mr. DYMOND-I think the history
of this subject should encourage my
bon. friend. Two years ago I made a
motion to obtain statistics with regard
to one particular class of crime, desir-
ing to obtain not merely the convic-
tions and sentences, but also the com-
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mitments where acquittals had taken
place. I was then informed that it
would be impossible for the Govern-
ment to act in the matter. On a
second occasion I ventured to add to
ny motion an address or recommen-
dation, that attempts should be made
through the local Governnents to ob-
tain the information which my hon.
friend now proposes to get by this Bill. I
congratulate the hon. gentleman on
bis having accomplished what was two
years ägo alleged to be an impossibil-
ity. I always knew my hon. friend
would perform great things, and
I hope that he or some other member
of the Government will endeavour to
carry out the suggestion of the hon.
member for South Grenville. It is
allxvery well for us to obtain informa-
tion regarding the extent and nature
of the moral disease which prevails in
our midst, but it is equally important
that we should understand what are the
laws acting iipon and regulating the
health of the community-what are
the climatie effeets on longevity, and
what parts of our country are more
healthy than others, which can only
be donc through some such agency as
that proposed in the Bill before us.

The subject of statistics bas been
brought before the Ilouse on other occa-
sions. I remember that the hon. mem-
ber for South Waterloo either made a
speech or moved for a Committee last
year, and the attention of the Senate was
also called to the question. I venture
to suggest that my bon. friend the
Minister of Justice will be able shortly
to give us the means of collecting sta-
tistics relating to sanitary matters.

It will be satisfactory, however, that
this House will not be asked to pass
criminal laws in the dark in future.
Hitherto we have had no information
before us, even as to the existence of
certain classes of crime. We shall now
be able to sec what the effect of our
legislation bas been-whether justice
has been administered satisfactorily
under the laws that we enact, as well
as to obtain some reliable information
relative to the social condition of the
people-a subject in which we are all
deeply interested.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-In respect to
the observations of my hon. friend
from North York, I may say that he

asked for certain returns, and was told,
if I remember aright, it was not in the.
power of the Government to obtain
them. We want to get power, and we
are proposing this legislation in view-
of that clause of the British North
America Act which gives us control of
statistics. It was impossible to do it
without a law, and in order to get
over that difficulty the measure is prc-
posed.

With regard to the remarks of the
member for South Grenville, I admit
that physical health is important, but
it is not with that subject this Bill
proposes to deal. By embracing that
that subject, the sy stem would be mueli
more extensive, and would be cou-
pling two subjects, alike only in tho
matter of statistics. Vital statisties
should undoubtedly be dealt with, but
I believe that those who (ar'efullv con-
sider the great range of subjects over
which a system embracing that subject
would extend, and the enormnous ex-
pense which would be incurred in eai-
rying it out, would hesitate before
presenting legislation to make use of
the powers invested in us in that re-
grard.

The Bill was read the second time.

THE CRIMINAL LAW.

Item 5-A Bill to amend the Crim-
inal Law relating to violence, thireats
and molestations-was then called.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Let it pass.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD wa.
understood to suggest that it might be
as well to repeal and re-enact the old
Act as to proceed with this measure.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-My right hon.
friend bas the honor and glory of being
father of that legislation, and I don't
desire to deprive him of any of his.
laurels.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-I an very
sorry that the hon. gentleman bas not
exercised the same magnanimity with
reference to a very important act pro-
viding for the trial of controverted
elections by judges.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I proposed that
Act.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The hon. gen-
tlemen may have proposed a Bill, but
not that Act, which was passed by ns.
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lion. Mr. BLAKE-I proposed one
alnost similar in 1872. The hon.
.gentleman wanted to run his election
without it and voted it down.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--The hon. gen-
tleman says he proposed an Act pre-
cisely similar.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-I beg the hon.
gentleman's pardon. I did not say pre-
cisely.

lion Mr. TUPPER-Well, the hon.
gentleman used a term equivalent to it-

very similar." Yet the Government,
without giving any reason to this
Hoeuse, or to any person, as far as I am
aware, repealed that Act and put
another in its place. If the hon.
gentleman had been animated by the
same magnanimous feeling he has dis-
played now to my right hon. friend, he
would have taken the opportunity of
making the very slight modifications
introduced in the Act to which he re-
forred, and left it on the Statute Book
as our Act.

Hon. -Mr. BLAKE-It is not fair to
charge me with the sins committed bv
my colleagues before I joined them. I
was not guilty of murdering his Elec-
tion Act.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I certainly
must excuse the hon. gentlemnan on
that point.

The subject then dropped.

THE NEW NORTH-WEST TERRITORY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE inoved the
second reading of the " Bill respecting

the North-West Territories, and to
create a separate territory out of part

"thereof." He said -I have very little
to say in addition to the remarks I made
in introducing the Bill. The intention
is simply to appoint the Governor of
Manitoba to govern the territory im-
mediately east and north of the present
Province-to detach, in other words,
ail that portion known as the North-
West Territory east of Manitoba and
Lake Winnipegoosis, and to create a
new territory, which shall in the
meantime be governed by the Gover-
nor of Manitoba. It is uncertain when
we may have the boundary on the
west and east side of Ontario de-
termined. The boundaries of the
North-West Territories on the east

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

are equally uncertain, and it is
considered desirable in the interest of
the good government of the country
that we should have this arrangement
made. As soon as the western bound-
ary of Ontario is determined, and if the
Province of Manitoba take no aetion
for the enlargement of the boundaries
of that Provinee, another arrangement
may be made.

The first section of the Bill is de-
voted entirely to a description of the
boundary and the Territory. I cannot
remember the name for it at the pre-
sent, but it is an Indian name.

The second section repeals certain
provisions which are not made appli-
cable under this Act.

The third section provides that the
Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba shall be
ex of/icio Governor of this district.

We take power in the fourth section
to constitute and appoint a Council if
need be. We do not anticipate there
will be any necessity for it, nor do we
make provision for paying any mei-
bers of the Council. It is merely to en-
able us, if necessary, to constitute per-
sons to advise the Lieut.-Governor for
the time being.

The other provisions of the Act are
practically making applicable the pro-
visions of the general Act of last Ses-
sion and the schedules at the end of the
Bill of the Acts that relate to the Gov-
ernment of the North-West Territories.

In the seventh section provision is
made for the transmission by the Gov-
ernor of that Province to the Governor
in Council at Ottawa, within ten days
froin the passage of any law, a copy
thercof: this is in accordance with
existing provisions of the law.

Mr. MASSON---I would like to know
why clause 11 in the North-West Ter-
ritories Act is left out of this Bill;
whether it has been found unnecessary
or impracticable ? A great many
powers are taken froin the Territorial
Government, among theni those
which provide for taxation for local
purposes. The Hon. Premier will, of
course, give us his reasons for curtail-
ing powers which, last session, he
thought it necessary to confer to.so
large an extent. I would like to know
what means the Local Government
will have to provide for improvements
and for the education of the people.

Territory.
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Will they be obliged to appeal to the
Federal Government to provide for
these things ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.-The Bill is
only temporary in its character. Sec-
tion eleven refers only to the Act of last
Session. The laws established by this
Bill are those in force at the present
moment in the North-West Territories
-neither more ror less. The Act of
last Session proposed the creation of a
municipal system and conferred prac-
tically all the powers of self-govern-
ment as a Province. It is only when
such powers are exercised that the
clause in question comes into opera-
tion.

Mr. iMASSON-IHow will the people
of that country be educated or provided
with public improvements ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---They will
have preeisely the same power they
have at present in the North-West
Territories under the existing laws.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Does this Bill
affect the powers eonveyed byv the
North-West Territories Act, so far as
itsjurisdiction goes ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It detaches
this section of country from the juris-
diction of the North-West Territories'
Goverinment.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Does this Bill
provide for Municipal Government?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It pro-
vides for no municipal purposes of any
kind.

Mr. MASSON-lov does it provide
for education ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-We make
no provision for that in this local Act.

Mr. MASSON-1 understand the
Government last Session when they in-
troduced their Bill thought it advisable
to provide for education. They now
give no power for municipal taxation
or the education of the people. Is
there any law in that Territory which
gives to the people there those rights
and privileges assured to them by the
11th clause of the Act of last Session ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The Act of last
Session has not yèt been put in force.
At present all the Territories of the
North-West are governed from Mani-
toba. The Aet of last Session pro-

posed, and I think rightly proposed a
system which gave rudimentary repre-
sentative institutions coincidently with
its going into effect. The Bill of this
Session takes off a very small portionî
of the enormous territories of the
North-West for the particular purpose
which my hon. friend, the Premier,
elearly explained. He pointed out
in the present condition of that
country, with its comparatively limtited
means of access, with its vast unsettled
.plains, and with a portion of the terri-
tory lying partly east of Manitoba,
that it was advisable as a mere tempor-
ary measure to adopt this system of
government in that country for a
short time. H1e pointed out as soon
as the boundary of Ontario and the
North-West Territories was settled,
the question would inmediately arise
whether a portion of the territory, for
present purposes annexed to Manitoba,
wouild belong to that Province. If not
annexed to Manitoba it would be under
the jurisdiction of the Government at
Fort Pelly. If this territory is
annexed to Manitoba the laws of that
Province relating to schools will apply
to it. If re-anne: ed to the North-
West Territories, clause 11 of the Act
of last Session will apply. But this
cannot be done without at the same
time eonfe'ring powers of taxation,
and no such powers can be exercised
without representative institutions.--
We could not give to the few people
there representative institutions, and
therefore we continue for that part of
the Territories'he primitive systein of
government----the saine systeni which
the right hon. gentleman opposite
thinks should continue for a long
time to come. Now, that is not the
view of the Government, as the
Premier explained. le said the Aet
was passed last Session with the inten-
tion of bringing it into operation at
the earliest practicable moment ; but
pending the settlement of the bound-
ary question it is proposed to leave
the few people who will be outside of
this territory in the position that they
now occupy.
\ Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-As 1
stated at the time the Bill was intro-
duced hast Session, I think that terri-
tory might well be governed from
Manitoba without a separate Legisla-
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ture, but I did not at all contemplate
that country would remain for a long
time without a government of its own.
My contention was that the constitu-
tional Governor of Manitoba had sO
little to do he could economically
enough for a good many years govern
the whole of the Territories under the
provisions of the Bill of last Session.

Hon. Mr. BLAK E--I am very glad
to hear that.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
hon. gentleman will find if he looks
back that I approved of the Bill, and
the only objection was that a separate
Government was unnecessary. This
Bill is a permanent one on the face of
it, and I think a clause should be in-
troduced to say that it is teiporary.
Under this Act there can bo no taxa-
tion. Thon any exspense or cost in
working the machinery of the Govern-
merniient of this country will,I take
it, be chargeable on the Dominion Trea-
sury.

My lion. friend will no doubt explain
later in the Session why the Act of last
year was not bronght into force. If
I recollect aright, when that Bill was
introduced to this House, I ventured
to state, with the sparse population
of the West, outside the boundary of
Manitoba, that the Lieut.-Governor of
that Province would perform all the
duties of government required for a
time in the Territories, and there would
be no necessity for establishing a sepa-
rate Government until the country had
been botter sottled. But it was stated
by my hon. friend that it was highly
expedient that there should be a Lieut-
Governor and a Government appointed
for the Territories without any delay.
Delay has taken place; and I venture to
say that that portion of the eountry
need not be brought under the opera-
tion of the law at prosent. The reason
is still stronger now than it has been
since last Session, as part ofthe terri-
tory is taken away under this Act,
the part whichi has the most population.
As I understand the boundaries, the
bulk of the territory that will cone
under the provisions of this Act lie to
the east of the western boundary of
this Province,. and to the east and
north of the eastern boundary of Mani-
toba. The majority of the people who

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

have gone into our Western country
are settled in this district ; at
all events, a large percentge
of them have settled about Lake Win-
nipegoosis in the immediate vicinity of'
Manitoba, although not within the
limits ofits jurisdiction; therefore there
is less reason for the establishment of
the new Government under the Act of
last Session. Tiere can be no satis-
factory legislation by a Government of*
this kind, even if the population were
there, for you cannot have educational
legislation or impose taxes. Even
though they had Municipal Councils
they have not the antliority to confer
on them powers which they do not pos-
sess themselves, to impose school taxes;
therefore the ordinances passed by the
Lient.-Governor in Council would be
of a very unsatisfactory and inadecuate
de-scription. It would, no doubt, be
satisfactory to the House to ascertain
how long the hon. gentleman thinks.
that that ceontry will be governed
under this Act.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--There are
several reasons why the Act of' last
Session was not put in force, some of
which I can mention to the House. In
the first place it was very-desirable we
shonld obtain the utmost possible in-
formation as to the probable distribu-
tion of population that would settle in
the different districts of country. The
Great Lone Land, as Mr. Butler terms it,
was but imperfectly known, and it is
only by recent explorations that many
facts ceoncerning it have come to our
knowledge-facts that seen to be essen-
tial in considering the question of creat-
ing the seat of Government. Wehadde-
termined on a vigorous course of action
with regard to the expulsion of offenders.
by the North-West Mounted Police,
and through their efforts we have been
able to vindicate the majesty of the
British .law in these territories. By
their means we have been enabled to
acquire a great deal of information
respecting the settlenent and resourcýes
of certain parts of the country of which
very little was proviously known.
We find that a large populat:on is
rapidly settling at the north bend of the
Saskatchewan River, where therd is a,
population already of between 500 and
1,000 souls. South of that, where the
railway is to cross, the land at the south
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branch is being located, and ove person
has erected a saw and grist mill this
year. Assuming the Jaspar House and
Lake Winnipeg are the central points,
the place wbere we shall likely estab-
lish the seat of Government is 250
miles from Fort Pelly, and 550 miles
distant from the town of Winnipeg.
At one time we thought Fort Pelly
was the best place for the establish-
ment of the Governient Iouse, but
other information leads us to the con-
clusion that it would be better to
remove it further west. A vast terri-
tory can be developed, and is now
partly developed, in the Peace River
District. Fort Pclly appears to be too
f ar east, and Governient would be
imore difficult if located there than if
it were established at the centre of the
Territories. It is already difficult to
reach remote settlements by any
authority that we ean Put i n
motion,. and we must have an
authority that ean easily extend to the
diflferent points. The pla*ce which we
ishall probably select as the seat of
Government must be one fIàvourable
for the location of a considerable
town; it ought also to be favourable
eas an agricultural district, with an
aboudance of fuel anl tinber, anid
easy access froma the different posts
established by the Government in the
Territories. I have lair less doubt now
than ever of the wisdom of establish-
ing this authority, and of the utter
impossibility of the (ov ernor of Mani-
toba governing that vast territory.
The Indian question itself, is a very
serious one. We have found it neces-
sary' to ask Lieut.-Governor Morris,
who lias devoted himself earnestly and
with an assiduity beyond all praise to
make himself useful in developing that
territory, to travel 200 or 300 miles
to meet the Indians in treaty, and
it was impossible for hirm to make
that journey in less than two or three
weeks. We cannot expeet hi, when
we are obliged to meet and treat with
other Indian bands in the Far West, to
leave his Government for eight wecks
at a time on this business. We find it
nocessary therefore to have another
officer of superior rank, equal to that of
the Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba,
to meet those Indians, although
Lieutenant Governor Morris has not

his hands so full that he could not
give his attention to more work in his
immediate vicinity. It is a different
thing when he is asked to travel 400
or 500 miles froni his own Province,
when matters pertaining to the Terri-
tories would demand his consideration.
I have felt myself at liberty to consult
with Lieutenant Governor Morris on
all these matters. Although we were
not politically allied, it does not pre-
vent us froni entering cordially into
matters connected with these Terri-
tories, and it w-as entirely his opinion,
as wecll as the opinion of' this Adminis-
tration, that until this boundary ques-
tion between Ontario and the North-
West Territories is settled, the portion
east of 1anitoba should be governed by
the authority settled in that Province.
We canot apply the laws of Ontario
to any part of that territory, although
it nay belong to this Province, until
the boundary is decided on. Ontario
claims. the whole of it to Manitoba
while others assume that the boundary
is as far east as Fort William, and that
the terminus of flic Pacifiet Railway
there is really in the North-West
Territories. if all the territory west
of Fort Willian is given to Ontario,
then the laws in relation to Ontario
will come into inimediate operation
there ; on the other hand ifthe North-
West boundary is found to be at Fort
William, then the laws applicable to
thei North-West Territories will be en-
forced there, and we eau conceive ofno
difficulty that can arise that will prevent
us from being able to determine these
boundaries by legislation next Session
of Parliament. The only settlement
of any consequence east ofLakes Win-
nipegoosis andi Manitoba, is the settle-
ment of Icelanders on the shores of
Lake Winnipeg. There are very few
settlers in that region, and though our
friends claim that there is but little
land in that direction that can be
settled, recent explorations have lead
us to a different opinion. Settlement
has gone south of Lake Manitoba,
and north of Lake Winnipeg there
is also a very considerable settle-
ment. The prospect is that there will
also be a very large population on the
slope of the Rocky Mountains, where
Colonel McLeod is stationed with the
Mounted Police for&e, near Fort Benton.
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Our officers there collected in some-
thing like six mont'hs $6,000 in duties
on articles imported from the United
States. The territory there is develop-
ing into a very rich country. It is a
very fine guazing section, although
from its greater elevation it is a little
more subject to frosts than the other
parts of the country of less elevation.
There can be no doubt that the country
friom Lake St. lenry to the North
Saskatehewan and a little beyond it is
eminently favourable for settlement.
There is a steadv descent from the
boundary northward. At the boundary
the elevation of the prairie land is not
far from 5,000 feet. At the Jaspar
House it is about 3,500 feet on the
average. Progressing northward to-
wards Smoky River, it is not more
than 2,000 feet. Where the Peace River
bends southward we find that the eleva-
tion of the prairie is not iuch more
than 1,000 feet above the level of the
sea, and with this declination north
the climate grows milder, and the iso-
thermal lines appear to follow the level
of the country. This indicates two
things :-Thatthereis a rich country fit
for settlement from the United States
boundary all the way north to Lake
Arthabaska, and that as we go north-
ward the land is better than in the sout.h.
There is no reason why a very large
population should not pass into that
vast country, stretching northward
seven hundred miles, and enjoy a
climate as favourable as in any part of
Canada proper, except, perhaps, the
south-west peninsula of Ontario. These
considerations render it necessary, in
our opinion, that this central authority
should be established; that the people
abroad who read our reports and seek
for information about our country
should understand that we have not
merely an immense extent of fertile
territory in the North-West, but that
it is in a position that law and order
ean be enforced; that there is nothing
to be feared from the wandering tribes
of aborigines, and that everything has
been done to prepare for the introduc-
tion and settlement of the large popu-
lation that may naturally be expected
to arrive from Europe. These measures
have been adopted after due considera-
tion, and the Bill is to provide for a
difficulty of only temiporary existence

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

in consequence of the delay in ascer-
taining the western boundary of
Ontario and the eastern boundary of
the North-West Territories.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-My
hon. friend will sec that a permanent
Act doing away with that clause might
create misunderstanding, and probably
dissatisfaction.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I shall
consider whether it will be necessary
to insert the words mentioned before
the third reading of the Bill.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK--I think it very
desirable that it should be a temporary
Act, for in its wording I think that there
are some very objectionable features. It
assumes the delegation of our authority,
not only to the Governor in Council, but
further to the Lieutenant-Governor in
Council, and the Lieutenant-Governor
is to have the authority and power of
altering our laws; that is, he is to have
greater power than we give to any Pro-
vincial Legislature, greater than we
gave last year to the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor in Council, in the North-West
Territory, advised by an Elective
Council. I do not think that is right,
nor do I consider that it was intended
such power should be grantel to
an irresponsible body, or the Lieuten-
ant-Governor iii Council. The hon. gen-
tlemen present, who were in the House
some years ago, will remember how
sareastically the present Chief Justice
of Manitoba used to refer to this new
institution of the Governor in Council;
and this is now to be extended in a most
remarkable manner. We are del egating
these powers to the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, with the power of altering,
amending, and modifying any Acts, or
Act, of the Parliament of Canada, or
any parts thereof.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Would my hon.
friend allow me to tell him that this is
sim])ly a consolidation of the laws
under which that Territory is governed
to-day ?

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-I think that
my hon. friend is mistaken. I cannot
find it in the North-West Territories
Act.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I am not speik-
ing of the North-West Territories Act
of 1875, which is not in force, but of
laws passed by my hon. friend's leader.

Territory.
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Mr. KIRKPATRICK-If the right
hon. gentleman passed an objectionable
law, i do not think that we should
re-enact it. It is no reason because lie
is an ass, that you should be a basilisk.
This would be over-riding the legisla-
tion of the country, and I think that
when my hon. friend, the Minister of
Justice, looks into it closely, he will see
what I contend is really the case.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I nay say in
answer to my hon. friend that this
Bill has been, I believe, prepared with
great care. Instructions were given
that this should be done in the consolida-
tion of the existing laws under which
the territory is governed. We repeal
the three Acts which are at present in
force there, and simply re-enact a
measure giving precisely the sane
powers; we did not intend to alter.
and I do not believe that we have
altered, these powers in any particular.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I would like to
ask the Head of the Government at
wvhat time lie proposes to put the
North-West Territories Act into opera-
ton?

Hon. Mir. MACKENZIE-I cannot
answer that question at the present
moment.

Hon. Mr. T UPPER-With reference
to this Bill I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the conclusion at which they
have arrived, after careful considera-
tion, concerning the other measure.

Last year we had the North-West
Territories Bill introduced and
passed. Provision had formerly been
made for the Governnient of that Pro-
vince by the Governor of Manitoba,
and a Council composed of a
number of gentlemen of bigh standing
and of great ability, who had given a
great deal of time and attention to any
legislation, or any measures found
necessary in this connection. The
Administration thought it wise to intro-
duce a Bill last Session, for the govern-
ment of these Territories, abolishing
this unpaid Council, and providing for
the appointment of an independent and
separate Government and Council, with
the various other machinery required.
It was also at the time announced
to the louse that it was the intention
to establish that Government at Fort
Pelly. It appeared to me that it would

be wise to pause before incurring this
new expenditure. We had already all
.that was necessary for the governiment
of Manitoba. This Session we are
asked to create a new authority,
and what was the reason given ?
That there was a number of in-
habitants'in the adjacent district, and
that it was desirable that they should
be brougiht under the influence of the
Local Governmient, but only until tho
time when the boundaries were estab-
tablished between Ontario and tho
North-West Territory. I understood
my hon. friend to say lie hoped that
matter would be adjusted when
Parliament would meet at the next
Session. If this be the case I cannot
understand why we should go to this
expense.

Hon. Messrs. MACKENZIE and
BLAKE-There will be no expense.

lon Mr. TUPPER-The hon. gen,
men provides for the establishment of
a Council.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-There will not
be a dollar of expense.

lon. Mr. TUPPERI-Very well;
I do not then understand why it iN
necessary to alter the North-West
Territories Act in relation to this
section, if it is intended to put the Act
in force at all. especially when my hon,
friend told the louse that he in-
tended to ask for different legislation
at the next Session of Pa rliament
touching this matter. This is a
question to which I am sure the House
will give its most careful consider,
ation. I think that the facts
quite justify a postponement as
well as the wisdom of obtatining still
further legislation with respect to this
whole country before we materially
change its form of Administration,
It is besides inexpedient to adopt
legislation for a single season. No
doubt, it is very important that what
is designed for new countries in this
relation, shall be changed as seldom as
possible, for people have beconie famil-
iar with laws of a certain kind, and
with a certain mode of Government,
and it is not well that a vear after-
wards this legislation shioulf( be swept
away to be replaced by another system.
Experience shows the wisdom of a little
delay in connection with such matters,
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und we should comply with the dictates
of experience in the present instance,,
if we permit the measure to stand'
over for a time.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk)-It must be
'evident to everyone, and more
,especially to those who are intimately
iacquaiited with the subject, that 'a
territory of such vast extent, cannot be
properly and suitably governed froni
a point so distant as Winnipeg. At the
same tiie I was very glad to hear the
-observations and explanations givon by
the Prime inister--and that is, that
the seat of Governnent of the Pro-
posed new Province is to be remxove i
li considerable distance further west.
In the North-West there are alreadv
verv large settlements at different
points near Bow River and the South

asklathcwan, and agaii beyond
Edmonton, ani at Fort Albert ,
perhaps altogether conprising four or
tive thousand people but there
is also a district to the north of
that again, equally well fitted
for settlement with the region
south of the Saskatchewan. A few
das ago I received a letter fron a
gentleman in the Peace River District,
who has travelled over the greater
portion of the northern part (>f the
territory, and he states his belief that
for one acre of good land to the south.
of the Saskatchewan, there are five
acres to the north. I an not quite so
sanguine ; but, at the same time, I
know that there is a very large extent
of country to the north which is as
well suitel for settlement as the portion
to the south. Settlers will corne both
fiom the United States in the direction
of Bow River, and also froi British
Columbia and the United States by
way of Peace River, and it is abso-
lutely necessary that there should b-
some legal Governmaent to give atten-
tion to any difficulties which May arise.

It must be further recollected that
in this portion of the Territory, the
great body of the Indian population is
found ; these are very different to
those in the south, and if there are any
troubles to be experienced, danger is to
to be apprehended from the Indian
tribes living on the upper portion of
the Saskatchewan. I do not, myself,
fear any such troubles, but many do,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

and I consider that it would be only
prudent to take the necessary precau-
tions. Wit' regard to the section itis
propose 1 Io detach from the North-West
Territory, 1 an of opinion that the
provisions of the former Act would be
found quite sufficient for the time
being. That Act has been there
administered during three or four
years by a Council, which imstead
of having too much power, I consider
had scarcely enough authority in
several instances. Indeed, it was more
an Advisory Council than- anything
else, and the Goverrnment has really
been controlled froni Ottawa; but
nevertheless I must say that the
Dominion Government has, on Most
oeasions, given every consideration to
the recomniendations of' this Council,
and carried therm out. I do think that
for the moment the. provisions of the
old Act will be quite sufficient as
regards the comparatively small portion
settled, and of the district which it is
to detatch, nine-tenths or ninety-nine
hundrc:lths, or nine hundred and
ninety-nine thousandths, will have no
settlenent for many, nany years
to co:ne; and neither require legis-
lation respecting taxation or sehools,
or ahnost any other purpose dur-
ing that period. Setutlement will be
somewhat tardy between the Lakes
Winnipegoosis and Winnipeog, also
a snall portion near the mouth
of the Winnipeg River, and possibly
near Fort Francis or Rainy
River. I trust that the Government
will persevere with the measure, and
carry out the promises of' the Act of
last Session as concerns the large sec-
tion of the territory west and north of
Lake W innipegoosis, which can be
properly governed by any Council such
as that which is proposed for the por-
tion to be detached in this Bill.

Tho Bill was read the second time.

SALARIES OF COUNTY COURT JUDGES.

The House then went into Committee
to consider certain resolutions respect-
ing the salaries of County Couit Judges
of the Province of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Scatcherd took the Chair.

The Committee rose aid reportel
the resolution.

Court Judges.
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ASSISTANT INSPECTORS OF PENITEN-
TIARIES.

The House went into Committee to
consider the following resolution :

"That it is expedient to provide that the
Assistant Inspectors of Penitentiaries to be
appointed under the Bill intituled 'An Act to
Àprovide for the appointment of Assistant In-
'spectors of Penitentiaries in Manitoba and
'British Columbia,' shall each receive a salary
not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars
per annum and travelling expenses to be
determined by the Governor in Council.'>

Mr. Scatcherd took the chair.
The Committee rose and reported

the resolution.

CRIMNAL STATISTICS.

The Ilouse went into Committee
again, Mr. Scatcherd in the chair, to
consider the followingr resolution

"That it is expedient to provide that the
Minister of Agriculture, or such other Minister
as is mentioned in the Bill intituled 'An Act
' to make provision for the Collection and
'Registration of the Criminal Statistics of
'Canada,' shall cause'to be paid out of any
moneys which may be provided by Parliament
for that purpose, to any Clerk, Officer or Sheriff
tilling up and transmitting the schedules re-
quired under the first section of the said Bill
the sum of and the further sum of
for each comprised in such schedule;
and to any officer transmitting the returns re-
quired under the second section thereof the
sum of

Mr. BLAKE said le proposed to fill
up the first blank with " $," the second
with " 5cts."and the third with the
word "case," and the last with $1. In
confornity with the announcement
made on his motion for the second
reading of the Bill he proposed two
additional sub-sections.

The amendment was adopted, and
the Committee rose and reported.

THE AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS.

The debate on this question was re-
sumed by

Mr. PLUMB, who said - I have
been somewhat surprised at the dispo-
sition to oppose the passage of the re-
solution. It seems to me that the en-
quiry is one which very properly
comes before the bouse. The fact
that we have spent a great deal of
time in discussing the propriety
of making enquiry in another
direction should be no reason
why an interest so important as that
whieh is involved in the resolution
should not be treated with the sane

1S

courtesy and the Committee granted as
well as in the other case. Gentlemen
who assume to take the farmers under
their special protection, in the course
of the debate last night said there had
been no petitions presented to the
House. The same thing, I think, may
be said of the resolution proposed the
other day-there w'ere no petitions in
favour of the action taken. It was
brought before the louse without any
apparent outside desire that such an
enquiry should be made. I cannot see
why the sane argument was not used
against that Conmittee as was brought
forward against the one proposed by
the hon. meniber for Centre Welling-

Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE---Will my
hon. friend allow me a moment ? I
suggested to tLe hon. gentleman op-
posite that if we had a simple under-
standing, such as we had with the
Chairman of the Committee on Manu-
factures last year, that although the
power to send for persons may bo left
in that motion to provide for it if
necessary, people should not be called
in unless there was sone necessity for
it, there would be no objection to the
motion. I objected to it last night
because of the power it conferred to
send for persons, as I found two Ses-
sions ago that this power was ex-
ercised very much to the detriment of
the public revenue. Thousands of
dollars were spent during that Ses-
sion in calling witnesses, many of
whom seemed altogether unnecessary
for the objeets of the enquiry. If this
suggestion is adopted, -the Committee
may be appointed at once.

Mr. PLUMB-I am not authorized
to make any modification in the reso-
lution. I do not see why it should not
be treated in the same way as any
other resolution before the House. If,
as gentlemen claim, there is no de-
pression in the agricultural interests,
the enquiry will do no harm. I am
not prepared to say that one interest
in this eountry can suffer without
others being injured. I know there
has been a very large competition on
the frontier, and there has been a con-
stant increase in the importations from
the United States. Last year we im-
ported 5,105,258 bushels of wheat, and
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exported to the United States 410,000
bushels. We imported of Indian corn
3,696,746 bushels, and of other grain
180,000 bushels.

The gentleman who a,&s for this
Committee represents an agricultural
community, and was elected when ho
lastappealed to his constituents by an
increased majority. I consider that
quite a practical endorsation of his
course, and an expression in favour of
protection. We are all, no doubt, in
favour of an exchange of natural
products if we eau obtain it, but the
advantages must not be all on one
side. I hope this Committee will be
struck in order that we may learn the
cause of the decrease in our exports
and the increase of our imports of
farm produce to and from the United
States.

Mr. SMITII (Peel)-I am sorry to
learn that the Premier objects to
granting this Committee.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I had no
objection at all to granting the Com-
mittee froi the first. My only objec-
tion was to bringing witnesses or
creating large expenses. I am willing
to grant the Committee on the saine
understanding as the Conimittee was
granted last year to the manufacturers.

Mr. SMITII-I am quite sure the
country will sustain the Premier in
this. It has been pointed out that
this is the third time that the hon.
member for Centre Wellington has
got this Committee and has done
nothing. This is a serious matter.
While some have pooh-poohed this
motion-and I confess I was ono of
them at first-there can be no doubt
that many of our farmers desire to have
the question discussed and thoroughly
investigated. I don't know that I can
agree with the hon. member for South
Wellington when ho says if the farmers
of the West required this Committee
they would have diseussed it at the
meetings of the Agricultural Associr-
tions. It is well known that farmers
do not study those thngs so much
as they should, and that they are not
prepared to take such action on them
as commercial and manufacturing men
would. I cannot agree with what the
hon. member for South Brant said,

Mr. PLUME.

that he had no doubt a petition will be
presented next year signed by 100,000
tarm# rs.

I think that it would be well that
the farmers should be placed on the
same footing as other producers. I
find that the great mass of the products
brought into this country pay a duty
of 12h per cent., while most agricultu-
ral products are admitted fl ee. Horses,
cattle, swine and sheep are charged
10 per cent.;- and this duty should be
at least raised to 171- per cent. Then
we have grain of al[ kind, flour
and Indian corn coming into Can-
ada absolutely free. Now, it is
said to be absurd to ask an
exporting country to be protective,
but the -United States, which exports
argely, although raising farni produce
and grain of all kind which they send
over here, protect themselves against
us; yet still they are prosperous, both
with regard to producing powers and
revenue. Certainly; we ought to oc-
cupy the same position. The farmers
only ask to be placed on the saine foot-
ing as other producers, and no more
and I have no doubt that the agitation
whieh will be created amongst theni
in this relation will force this House
to give attention to their interests.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
-I an opposed to this Committee,
though representing an agrieultural
community and being myselfinterested
in that particular business. I think
the arguments of those whoare asking
for this Committee are -based on the
expectation that the interests of the
agriculturists will be benefitted only
by the imposition of duties on those
articles that are imported into this
country and which they raise. I
believe the question of protection to
home industries agitates the public
mind more than any other, and no
people are more deeply interested in it
than the farners. They are the prin-
cipal consumers and must pay for this
protection. Surely they are interested
in preventing that being donc.

Now, I say by granting a Committee
which is evidently intended for the
purpose of putting a duty on articles
produeed by the farmers, they adinit
the case that is being attempted to be
made out by the manufacturers. At
this partîicular moment I think that
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every person who is anxious that in-
justice shall not be donc to the farmers
should do everything 'that lies in his
power to prevent the manufacturers
from having a protective dnty imposed.
Admitting it is quite possible for the
manufacturers to be right and those
opposed to them to be wrong, I believe
a large prop)rtion of the agricultural
population think they are asking what
thev are not entitled to.

If they think that the mianufactur-
ers are asking what they are not en-
titled to, it is their duty certainly not to
ask for what, if it were granted, would
be as far wrong in their case as if asked
by the manufacturers. I believe that
no duty placed on articles raised by
farmers ean be of any service to them.
They export those articles that
are really the principle part of what
they raise, and the pri ces of which are
governed, not by the prices that pre-
vail in the home markets, but by
those which prevail in in the markets
to which they are exported.

There is not the slightest reason why
the time and attention of the farmer
should not be as profitably employed
in raising articles for export as for
home consumption or local markets.
Great Britain will give us as much for
our cattle as will make stock raising a
profitable business in this country.
That being the case, is there any
reason why our farmers cannot use
their coarse grain and roots in the
j aising of cattle for export ? In doing
so the farmer not only makes profit for
himself, but it gives him the means of
improving the value of his land, which
is not on ly an immediate profit but a
profit for ail time to come. Itis there-
fore evident that the duty asked for
would be of no practical beneiit to the
farmers of Canada.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunburry) - Re-
presenting a constituency almost
entirely agricultural in its interests,
I wish to say a few words with respect
to the motion before the House. It
may be of very little advantage, the
investigation of this subject by a Com-
mittee, and if I could sec any to be
derived from it, I would be the last
person in the House to raise my voice
against it. In fact I do not intend to
do so now-but the gentlemen who
are proposed on the Committee are not
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a fair representation of the Dominion.
For instance, the mover has proposed
thirteen names; ten of these are from
Ontario, two from Quebec, one from
the Maritime Provinces, and the re-
maining Provinces of the Dominion
are not represented at all. The agri-
culturists of the Lower Provinces have
different, and sone of then conflicting
interests from the farmers of Ontario,
and to consider the inte-ests of a por-
tion of the agricultural conmmunity and
ignore the interests of the other would,
I think, be unfair. Another objection
to the Committee is that a large major-
ity of ils members are not agriculiur-
ists. I think there are intelligent
men in this 1ouse who could throw
mnuch light on the subjeet, who are not
named. Gentlemen who are not prac-
tical agriculturists may be intelligent
enough on other questions, but they can-
not throw such light on a sulject of this
kind as parties who are directly interest-
ed in this pursuit. I think these are veiy
grave objections to the constitution of
the Committee. I believe, if we are to
have a protective policy in favour of
manufactures, that all the different in-
dustries of tbe country, agriculture
included, should have an equal advan-
tage, if there is any. The difficulty of
protecting every branch of business
and industry in this country inust be
apparent to every intelligent man. It
would be a task I think no Govern-
ment would undertake. For instance,
in portions of the Lower Provinces the
price of agricultural products depends
very mueh upon the prosperity of the
lumber trade. That branceh of trade is
at present in a very depressed condi-
tion, and in order to benefit the agri-
eultural interests the lumber trade
would have to be improved, and as it
could not be done by protection there
would be no other way except by a
bounty, which is out of the question.

For these reasons, in my opinion,
the difficulties likely to arise from this
question are very manv. I have been
on Committees of this kind, and have
always found that tle agricultural
interests were made a seeondary Con-
sideration ; that the millers' interests
were generally first looked to, and
the interests of farmers neglected.
I fear that the preent Committee,
selected as they are, would do the
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same thing. I do not wish to continue
the discussion, but when the hon. gen-
tleman from Brant informs us that we
are likely to be inundated with a flood
of petitions from the Grangers of
Ontario if the agricultural in-
terests are not protected, I would
tell hii that we have agricul-
tural associations in the Lower
Provinc'es also. They are satisfied with
the operation of the tariff, and if the
Grangers of Ontario, whose interests
are antagonistic to those of the Lower
Provinces, ur ge the Goveriment to put
a duty on flour and meal, they will
have petitions from the Grangers of
New Brunswick against it. They arc
i favour of free-trade and against a

protective tariff.
The debate was utinishel when the

House adjourned at Six o'clock.

11OUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 23, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair' at

Three o'clock.
MEMBER INTRODUCED.

Mr. HECTOR CAMERON (North
Victoria) was introduced by Sir John
Macdonald and lion J. H. Cameron.
and took his seat.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE.
Hon. J. H. CAMERON introduced a

Bill to amend the law relating to Crimi-
nal Procedure. He said: This is in
part the same n easure that I introduc-
ed last year, and its object is to provide
for the examination of certain wit-
nesses in criminal cases. I have
also added two clauses that I con-
sider it advisable to bring before
the House, in consequence of matters
that have occured since the last session
of Parliament. One is in reference to
procedure where a witness was found
guilty of a crime, convicted and son-
tenced. There is a doubt whether he
can be examined as a witness. The
law already provides that lie can give
evidence before conviction, but there
is no provision for examining him after
sentence. A doubt has been expressed
by no less than threo judges of the
Superior Court of Upper Canada as to
whether he can be examined or not,

Mr. BURPEE.

and I find that the American authori-
ties hold that he can not. The other
clause is one of a much more import-
ant character, and one which I have no
doubt will require consideration, par-
ticularly at the hands of my hon. friend
the IMinister of Justice and those who,
like myself, are members of the legal
profession. It is a curious anomaly of
our criminal procedure that the law
allows thé punishment of a man con-
victed of crime by the evidence of an
accomplice, while at the same time,
the judge advises the jury that no con-
viction shall take place unless there is
corroborative evidence. That anomaly
should be ended. The law should not
be one way while the direction of the
court is another. If corroborative
evidence is not required, tien the party
ought to be allowed to offer himself as
a witness. My own opinion is, that
the view of the judges both in this
country and in England is the proper
one. I propose to offer for the con-
sideration of the louse a clause which
shall require that in such a case, in
addition to the evidence of the accom-
plice, there shall be such corroborative
evidence as the judge may think pro-
per to submit to the jury.

The Bill was read the first time.

THE INSPECTION LAW.

Mr. FORBES introduced a Bill to ex-
tend to the whole Dominion of Canada
the inspection of certain articles of
Canadian produce.

Hon. Mr. POPE-Explain!
Mr. FORBES-A Bill similar to this

was carried through the louse last
Session and was thrown out by the
Sonate.

The Bill was read the first time.

ABORTION.

Hon. J. H. CAMERON introduced
a Bill to amend the Criminal Law re-
lating to the crime of Abortion. He
said : In this Bill there are two clauses,
one declaring the case in which it
shall be murder, and the other in
which it shall not be murder. I think
it is quite evident from what has
occurred during the last two or three
years, and from the cases that have
been before the courts, that there
ought to be some alteration in the
law. In all cases in which death
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ensues, the crime is murder. This
arises from the old common law doc-
trine which declares that if in the per-
petration of a felony, death is caused,
the crime is murder. Of course one
can easily understand how that would
be the case under the old English law,
which made every felony a capital
crime. There was no felony that was
not punishable with death, and the
consequence was it mattered vory lit-
tle whether a man was convicted on
one charge or the other.

The difference of intention was one of
so extraordinary a character, that be-
fore the Committee appointed some
years ago for the purpose of examining
into the question of culpable homicide,
when most of thejudges were one after
another examined, they all seemed-or
the majority of them-to consider it
strange that a principle which was
taken from the original statement,
should be the one up3n which action
should continue to be taken dowi. to
the present time. Now that the state-
ment was this:-That if a man fired
into a flock of fowls, with the intention
of killing and stealing one of them,
and he shot a person while doing so,
such shooting would be murder ; but if
he fired at the same flock, not with the
intention of stealing the particular
fowl at which he tired, but merely
wantonly, and shot somebody, it would
not be murder. Well, of course, it is
very difficult indeed to understand
upon any other principle than the old
one of which 1 have just spoken,
how the fact of firing at a fowl, with
the intention of stealing it afterwards,
which was a felony. made the uninten-
tional killing of a man murder on the
part of the person who discharged the
gun, while in the other case, when he
shot in mere wantonness, such killing
was not murder. That principle has
prevailed in the English law to the
present day, but it does not prevail in
connection with other things of quite
as much consequence. Take, for in-
stance, the case of a man indicted for
the crime of perjury. It may be estab-
lished in the clearest possible way
that the accused is, or is intonded to
be, guilty of wilful perjury in some
particular point, but if touching some
other point in the indictment ho
is not shown to be so guilty, ho

cannot be found guilty, because it so,
happens that the matter is not put
forward concerning which he may
be culpable and there are various
other things of the same kind which
really require consideration. While
applying this to what is now before us
in this country, and to what we have
seen practised, particularly during the
last three or four years, I think that
principle will be found quite clearly
opposed to the common sense and the
common understanding of everybody ;
and we should endeavour to put an end
to the crime which I have mentioned,
not treating it in theway in which it has
been treated heretofore, in accordance
with the common law doctrine, but in an
entirely different fashion, making it-
wherever there was wilful intention to
kill, or where it would be proven that
death woul result from the use of the
means in question-murder: and where
not wilfully donc and where the inten-
tion was of a different character, chang-
ing the indictment from murder to
manslaughter. In the United States
it is called murder in the second de-
gree by the laws of every State in the
Union. They have what we have never
had-degrees of the ditferent des-
criptions of crime, and I think it fnot
advisable, in connection with a matter
of this importance, the effect of which
is known to be so extended,-and the
conviction of parties under it, is hardly
likely in every instance to be carried out
to its full extent-and where the death
penalty under the law is not approved
of by common sense,---to leave the law
in such a state. This penalty should
be really so prescribed that it should
be properly exaeted, and not as is ac-
tually the case, never hardly carried
out because it is felt that it would
scarcely be advisable. It is equally
applicable to cases of accessory before
and after the fact ; and one cannot
help seeing that where a person---
who might be accessory before
the fact relative to an act illegal
in itself, but which ho never contem-
plated in any particular whatever---
caused the death of a party, that it
is a most extraordinary circum-
cumstance that there should be that
sort of murder without intention-
the man being liable to be convicted,
though, in point of fact, the idea of

Abortion. Àbortion. 205



206 Abortion.

such a thing never entered bis head.
The effect of this system has been seen
in various cases. The executive elem-
ency is evoked and its exercise is
necessary, for it is felt that the
law ought not to be put in force. This
should not be the case. In the same
connection, there is another matter of
great importance in the administration
of the law. We are fortunately freer
froi tïe publication of advertisements
and the circulation of pamphlets touch-
ing affairs of this kind than the coun-
try to the south of us ; but at the sane
time we know perfectly well that there
are always cases ii Canada in which
such circulation. and notices and
alvertisemuents in newspapers as to
places where information, drugs, and
advice, &c., can be obtained, are ap-
parently made without any thought of
difficulty whatever ; and I propose by
the third clause in this measure to
make the publication of these - things
by pamphlet, or newspaper, or adver-
tisement, or of any hint, order or ad-
dress, by means of which persons may
secure medicine or advice for such
purpose, a misdemeanor punishable in
the courts. I venture to say that
these facts have come to the knowledge
of nany of us during the course of in-
vestigations which have taken place of
lite years, and I myself saw, onlya
short time ago, in one of our courts,
a table coveret with pamphlets, adver-
tisements, and photographs of al these
things, pointing directly, every one of
them, to what I have said. This will
be found to be a most salutary mea -
uve, involving every person guilty
of such crimes in the punishment aris-
ing fron the commission of a misde-
imeanor. I do not propose to make
this so beavy as to be calculated to pre-
vent its infliction, but to prescribe an
imprisonment not exceeding one year
with or without hard labor, in the
discretion of the Court. I beg to
imove the first reading, seconded bv Sir
John A. Macdonald.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--lr. Speaker, of
course the House will not expect me Io
offer any opinion regarding what my
hon. friend bas not stated--the details
of the Bill, which he intends shall
be presented for our consideration ; but
with reference to the general principle
alfecting at least a portion of this

Hon. J. H. CAMERoN.

1 measure, I will say that for my part
I have been unable to come to any
other conclusion, for some time past,
than that our law required a change.
There are two propositions which
seem to me to apply to this case, and
to indicate that at an early day some
reforni should be made in the law.
The first is, that punishment held inap-
plicable by reason of its extremity, in
the popular sense, to any particular
crime, is inexpedient, because it defeats
the end in view, negativing punish-
meut to a certain extent; and the
second, that any punishment which
is excessive and inapplicable when
convictions take place, defeats the
great object of framing certain clau-
ses in the law. Ground for invok-
ing the executive clemency ought not
to be given, because I think that it
may be laid down as general princi-
ple, bowever difficult it may be found
to apply it in all cases, that the punish-
ment which the law prescribes to any
particular crime should be that ex-
pected by the public to be the fate of a
convicted criminal.

The observations of the hon. gentle-
man are applicable to a much wider
range of consideration than those to
which he bas in fact applied then or to
which the Bill has relation. The hon.
gentleman bas hiniself cited other
instances to which they perhaps apply
with even greater force than those to
which he bas given them application
in connection with his proposed legis-
lation-as for instance, being accessory
after the fact. le has by no means
exhausted the applications, and with
regard to the class of crime, which un-
fortunately involves the taking of
human life, it may be said that the law
is not in accordance with practice, but
as to whether it would be expedient
on the whole to deal with this ques-
tion by a comprehensive neasure,
which might put it on a better
foundation, or to deal with it
only in the particular relations to
which my hon. friend bas referred, I
reserve my opinion. I have, however,
come to the conclusion-and had time
permitted, I would have been so pre-
pared at this Session-to introduce at
the next Session tor the consideratijn
of the House a much more comprehon-
sive measure than that which my hon.
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friend has very properly submitted, as
dealing with the pressing grievance
to which he has made allusion. I do
not think, Sir, that there will be any
difficulty at all in acceding to the third
<lause, or, at any rate, to its principle;
but with reference to the other clauses,
I have given my unreserved opinion
that these are not the only questions
open for consideration.

The Bill was read the first time.

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I beg leave to
introluce a Bill making more effectual
provision for enquiry into corrupt
practices in connection with Elections
for the House of Commons.

There bas been, Sir, for a long time
upon the Statute Book of England, as
a part of the legislation with referenc'
to elections, a provision for enquiry
into corrupt practices in cases in which
Committees of the House-at that
time the tribunals appointed for the
purpose-reported that there was rea-
son to believe such practices were
general at the elections. The fune-
tions of these Committees bave been
extreniely important and useful.
When the legislation was introduced
into this country by which enquiries
into elections were transferred to the
judges, so much of the English law as
had regard to the judges reporting to
the 'iouse of Commons that there was
reason to believe corrupt practices
were committed at elections was re-
tained, and such reports are at present
required: but there is no provision for
any action being taken on them, and
they are consequently nugatory.
We have recorded on our journals
numerous reports from several judges
concerning cases in which there were
corrupt practices. We have one case,
I remeiber-and there nmay be more-
in connection with which it was re-
ported there was reason to believe that
corrupt practices prevailed to an exten-
.sive degree, but with reference to none
of these bas anything been done. In
addition to this legislation in England,
subsequent measures where passed,
providing for cases with regard
to which there has been no en-
quiry into snch practices upon a
petition-permitting a petition being
ent to the Ilouse by a certain number

of electors within a certain tine after
the election, representing the exist-
ence of general corrupt practices, with
a view to empowering Parliament to
pass an Address to the Crown for an
enquiry into the facts. These two pro-
visions are still found not to meet the
question conpletely; both in England
and here, the difficulty has been found
to exist to which my hon. friend the
menber for iNorth lastings referred
on more thân one occasion during the
last Session, and also other memnbers,
and for which the remedy they pro-
posed was felt by myself and others to
be inapplicable. I tbink my hon. friend
for Cardwell will be of the sanie opinion.
The attempt made was mainly to cause
the petitioners, against their will, to
enter into a more prolonged investiga-
tion at their own cost; and I had
no hesitation in saying to the hon.
member for North Hastings - and
my hon. friend coincided with me
--- that if this would not be prac-
ticable : first, because it is veiy diffi-
cult to make men do what they do not
wish to do; and secondly, becaus a se-
rious evil is threatened with regard to
these petitions, owing to the large costs
they navolve. The addition of unne-
cessary or inequitable charges to those
which are inevitable would render less
efficacious our systemi for the trial of
controverted elections ; this would be
another ground for apprehension to
petitioners, and therefore I would be
unable to accede, regarding these two
main grounds to the view which,
in such a way, would tend to pro-
long these investigations. But, Sir, as I
have said, the difficultv of making in-
vestigations for the purpose of ascer-
taining whether general and extensive
corrupt practices have prevaMed bas
frequently prevented them in England
as well as here. At the last Session a
Select Committee was struck to enquire
into the operation of the Act for the trial
of controverted elections, which Com-
mittee macle several recommendations.
Amongst them was one, the substance
of which I propose for the considera-
tion of the Ilouse as an additional
ground for authorizing an Address for
the issue of a Commitsion ; and that is,
to add to the duties ofthe electiop judges
the duty of reporting whether they are
of opinion that the enquiry into a con-
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tested election bas been rendered in-
complete by the action of any parties
to the petition of contestation, and
whether further inquiry as to corrupt
practices is desirable.

That additional report is to be
made by the judge under the Con-
troverted Elections Act. Then we will
have the judge reporting, when cor-
rupt practices extensively prevail,
whether in his opinion the enquiry into
that matter has been rendered incom-
plete by the action of any parties, and
that further investigation is desirable.
Upon any of these three groui ds, or
upon a petition of a certain number of
electors, charging the existence of cor-
rupt practices, being presented, trial
may be had. litherto the ground was
usually a petition for enquiry. Before
proceeding to advert to the effects of
that procedure, I may state that I pro-
pose to ask the House to provide that
wherever a Judge has reported, as hc
is authorized to report by the existing
and proposed law, that corrupt
practices have, or that he bas
reason to believe they have, ex-
tensively prevailed, or that the enquiry
was incomplete and further investiga-
tion is desirable, no new writ should
issue except by order of the House,
which bas the matter in its own hands
upon meeting. My hon. friend from
Frontenac suggested sonething of that
kind last Session, and I myself put a
resolution on the paper that it was
desirable. It is highly important that
the process should extend to the con-
stituency, which should understand
that a temporary disfranc.hisement may
follow-that it will certainly take
place-in case it bas disgraced itself by
permitting extensive corruption to
prevailt.t an election. There are ob-
vious reasons why the provinces should
have power to mitigate the effects of
any trial. Our Federal constitution is
one of those. Under that constitution
a certain strength is given to our pro-
vinces, and it would be essential, al-
though there is no reason to expect
any considerable number of cases in
which writs will be delayed, to pro-
vide that the provinces should be able
to give additional representation to
other constituencies, in order that the
proper quota of representation may be
preservel1. This, although an unlikely

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

contingency, deserves to be taken into-
consideration upon any occasion when
the House is asked to issue a writ.

laving made these observations, Sir,
I may say that the Bill in its details is
founded upon the English Act. I hope,
however, that in its language it
may be found to be somewhat im-
proved. I have endeavored, as in
some other cases where Bills have been
based on Engilish legislation, to follow
a more modern and sensible form of
phriseology, and if possible to simplify
the language. I have had to consider
what the English Parliament had also
to consider, what alterations were
necessary as to Commissioners. I am
proposing to the House to pr;vide
for a commission to issue to one
or more of the Judges of the
Supreme Court, or to one or muro
of the Judges of any Provinci:l Court
competent to try election petitins, or
to one or more persons appointed by the
louse itself, being advocates or bar-

risters of not less than seven years
s anding in the Provinces. These pro-
visions are elastie, and give the House
power to deal a, cording to circum-
staný es with the class of persons to
whom the c3mmission is issued. I
think it is obvious that, while it is de-
sirable to avail ourselves of the ser-
vices of the Judges of' the Supreme
Court for this purpose, their other judi-
cial duties may be such as to render it
impossible for them to be utilised.
Similar observations apply with very
great force as 'regards the judges of two
of the larger Provinces. It is desira-
ble in all cases to utilize a judge, but it
is probable that it will often be found
impracticable, without detracting from
the efficient administration of justice, to
call upon them to enter into what
might be a protracted investigation.
Therefore, provision bas been made for
the House to select advocates or bar-
risters to conduct the enquiry when it
is deemed necessary.

The Bill gives full powers for the
calling of witnesses and for punishing
those who do not attend, and contains
also a very ample clause for indemnify-
ing those witnesses who may have
answered truly, in the opinion of the
judges, all questions put to them on
the subject of the election. I may say
that the earlier Act of Enzland con-
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tains a more limited clause, and it was
found wise afterwards to extend it.
The object one has in view in an en-
quiry of this description, where corrupt
practices appear to have extensively
prevailed, is to get at the proof, to
search to the bottom, and ascertain how
far corruption bas prevailed in the con-
stituency ; and I think it is wise under
the circumstances that a very liberal
indemnity clause should be placed in
the Bill.

A different view-it may be open to
question and argument-but a differ-
ent view may be taken in reference to
the class of witnesses examined on
cases of election petitions. The House
will remember ve have adopted a rule
that the answers of a witness shall not
be used in evidence against him ; but
ho is still exposed to the apprehension
of what the consequences may be of
an acknowledgment of his guilt. We
can sec very clearly what the conse-
quences of this may be. In the first
place it adds strength and vigor to his
testimony supposing he was guilty ; in
the second place it proves the fact,
morally at any rate, that he is guilty,
and is consequently some argument in
favour of a more extensive indemnity
clause. But, whatever the argument
inay be, it is absolutely essential for
this part of the investigation that
there should be a clause to indemnify
witnesses who attend and give evi-
dence, but not for witnesses who refuse
to speak or who cannot claim a certifi-
cate of indemnity on other grounds.

The provisions of the Bill are such
as to have an extensive enquiry first
of all into the election complained of,
and secondly into any elections prior
until we come to some election at
which we can find corrupt practices,
but those provisions don't require fur-
ther explanation at my hands.

lHon. J. -H. CAMERON asked whe-
ther the clause relating to constitu-
encies was taken from the English
Bill ?

Hon. AMr. BLAKE-That was intro-
duced into the English law several
years ago. Curiously enough, in that
law it is only on the petition of two
electors that such enquiry was institu-
ted. I felt some difficulty about that,
and I have left a blank in this copy to

be filled in if the House demands a
petition of a larger number of electors.

The Bill was read the second time.

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS.
Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I beg to move

the first reading of a Bill to provide
for the more effectual administration of
the laws relating to corrupt practices
at Elections. I have already observed
that we have found upon the reports
presented to us by the judges under
this Act, numerous names of persons
reported guilty of corruptions. In the
English law a provision was made
that under certain circumstances; ani
with reference to certain corrupt prac-
tices, it should be the duty of the At-
torney-General to consider those cases,
and, if the evidence is sufficient, to
cause a prosecution to be instituted.
Complaint has been made, and I think
rightly, of the practical working of the
present election law in this par-
ticular. Gentlemen who are can-
didates for election to the Hlouse
of Commons, as a rule----invariably----
scrupulously abstained from any
act which might be construed into
a corrupt practice, yet numerous
other persons have been found guilty
of such offences. Nottvithstanding
that legislation has imposed upon
those acts the stigma of crime, and
fixed a penalty for their commission,
there has not been a single instance of
---I won 't say conviction-- but any
attempt to prosecute. Now, Sir, the
observations which my hon. friend
made in rega-d to the law on another
subject apply in their spirit to this
also. It is our duty, if we do consider
those Acts to be crimes, and if we find
our law remains a dead letter, to
endeavour to take some steps to make
it a living letter---to arrange it so that
there may be an effective administra-
tion of that law which we maintain in
our Statute Book. I think that the
suggestions of the Select Committee
tc which I have referred as having sat
last Session upon this subject are
worthy of attention in this particular.
One was that wherever the judge---I
don't profess to quote literally, but to
give merely the substance---upon the
trial of an election petition, should fnd
that a person was guilty, or that there
was sufficient evidence to put him on
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trial, provision should be made for his
being summarily tried at an early day
for that practice. I believe members
receive with great satisfaction gene-
irally any suggestions that may tend to
the security of their seats, and it is my
opinion that all our seats are imperilled
to-day by the Acts of those who are
wicked enough----to use the language
of the law---and indi.screet enough----to
use trie softer language of those
who desire to speak mildly----to
violate the law. The agent, the
impalpable agent, cannot be defined
by law, for the moment that is done a
mean; of evasion will be found and we
will have lieensed corruption. It is
somethingç whieh is beyond the pale of
the Iaw, and the agent works without
the slightest apprehensioi of any penal
consequences. We mitigated this to a
certain extent last Session when we
put in a provision that the agent
might be made responrsible for a por-
tion, if not all, of the consequences of
the petition. But that is very small
satisfaction, nor does it meet the grave
oibjec tion that we should retain upon our
Statutei Book laws whieh declare cer-
tain aets are crimes, and yet, although
names of persons have been returned
ns eommitting them, no prosecution or
·eonviction has taken place. Therefore,
I hope that from the highest motive
to which I have just refer.-ed, and to
the other and not altogether unworthy
motive, namely, that it will secure our
oxwn seats and strike terror to the
hearts of those who are still disposed
to violate the law, that the House
will agree with me in making some
provision for the short, sharp, sum-
mary trial of those persons against
whoin the evidence adduced upon the
investigation of an election petition is
sufieient to warrant prosecution.

My Bill provides that in case of the
trial of a petition, any person is found
guilty of corrupt practices within the
maeaning of the statute, or there is suf-
ficient evidence in the mind of the
judge to warrant his being put on
trial, the judge shall summon him at
any time or place to be named
-the time within a certain number
of days-and the place a convenient
Court House or available room--to be
tried. The judge can also bind by re-
-cgnisance the persons present to

lon. Mr. BLAKE.

appear to be tried or to give evidence
as the case may be, and the Bill pro-
vides that the issue of the summonses
shall be reported to the Secretary
of the Province and to the Secre-
tary of State----to the Secretary of the
Province, because the administration
of justice is in the hands of the Provin-
cial authorities, and it is important
these trials being of great public con-
sequence, that he should have formal
intimation cf when the trial takes
place; to the Secretary of State of Can-
ada with a view to its being possible
for the Attorney General to discharge
the duty, which I suggest by a subse-
quent clause, whieh shal be imposed
upon hii, analagous to the duty im-
posed by the English act, to assist
counsel in the prosecution. I propose
it shall be the duty of the Attorney
General to subpæna any witness who
may be material. There is a piovision
also for the trial of the accused by the
judge who sat on the petition; and if
ho is unable to attend then some other
judge competent to try such cases
within the Province will take hold of
the matter and I suggest that the
trial should take place before the judge
alone and without a jury, for the same
reasons wbich have influeneed, I dare
say, the action of the prosecution in
all such cases. I believe the trial of' a
question of eorrupt practices by a jury
would be attended with similair results
as the trial of an election petition by a
jury-a disagreement in almost every
instance.

Then, there are some other provis-
ions which are based largely upon
those provisions ineorporated some
years ago in the Act of Parliament
providing for the trial of prisoners at
county courts by consent. There is
also a provision for the punisiment of
witnesses who fail to attend, and a
general provision as to penalties,which
enacts that in cases of conviction the
offender should be sentenced to impris-
onment in the county jail for a period
not exceeding three months, with or
without hard labor, and at a fine not
exceeding $300 and to pay the costs
taxed by the Court.
There is one crime, that of personation,

which is punishable under the presênt
law by imprisonment for six months.
I thought it better, in dealing with
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the matter in this summary manner, to
propose a uniform maximum term of
three months, which would be quite
adequate for the purpose. What we
want is that justice should be speedy
and certain, and not that the punish-
ment should be unnecessarily severe. I
think it is necessarv there should be
some tern of imprisonment, because I
hold it is of the highest importance
that a moyal stigma should be at-
tached to this offence, and that a
wealthy offender should know that he
cannot escape by paying a fine of $200.

I also propose for the consideration
of the House, a nrovision that no sum-
mons shall be issued or prosecuted
under this Act, if it appears that a
criminal prosecution for the saine case
has been tried ; but that on the issue of
any summons under this Act, the
criminal proceedings shall be stayed.
Otherwise proceedings which would be
ineffectual might be commenced in the
course of the trial of the election peti-
tion, expressly to withdraw from the
operation of this Act the cases which
it was apprehended might come under
it. I think it better, therefore, to
make such provisions as shall enable
the judge and make it his duty te grap.
ple with ail cases that have not already
been disposed of under the legislation
which I now propose.

I tbougfht it better to combine in one
Act ail the provisions for the punisb-
ment of corrupt practices which it ap-
peared proper to ask the House to
assent to.

lon. J. 11. CAMERON--Supposing
the judge should decide a case in fàvour
of the accu sed party, is he to be indem-
nified in the expenses ?

lon. Mr. BLAKE---That is a subjeet
worthy of consideration. It will be
observ ed that the action is to be taken
by the judge himself, and it is not on
the motion of any private individual
that such summons is to issue. It is
only if, in the course of an election
petition, it is made apparent to the
mind of the judge himself that it is his
duty to order a summons to issue.

lon. J. H. CAMERON--I quite un-
derstand that. What I wish to point
out is, that there should be soie pro-
vision made to indemnify the accused
if lie should be acquitted. An addition-

al point is with regard to the expenses
of witnesses.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-I have thought
it expedient at once to grapple with
that question. We are deailing with a
very important matter, and I propose
to introduce a clause to provide that
the expenses be paid by the Parliament
of Canada.

Sir JOiN A. MACDONALD--This
question is so far-reaching in its
ceonsequences that hon. gentlemen will
be inclined to reserve their opinions
until we have the Bill before us.
I ncrely rise to ask mv
hon. friend whether le lias at ail
considered the Act of last Session?
There is one portion of it which I had
great hesitation in letting pass without
protest, and the more I think of it the
more objectionable it appears to be--
that is, that no trial of a contested elec-
tion can proceed against a sittin<g mem-
ber duriiig a Session. It appears to me
if the allegation is that the sitting
member has no right to be here, the
sooner it is decided the better. It is
ne advantage to a constituency that a
person who does not really represent
them should be here. It appears to
me the principle is wrong that a per-
son who has no right to sit here should,
by special legislative action Le allowed
to hold a seat in this louse for any
length of time.

lon. Mr. BLAKÈ--That hss no-
thing to do with this measure at all.
Of course second tloughts are some-
times best, and the hon. gentleman
during the recess may have found ob-
jections which did not occur to him
while the measure was before the
Iouse last Session. My own opinion
was expressed then, and my lion.
friend from Cardwell and myself form-
ed a coalition on that subject. It was
considered fair and reasonable. The
practical objection to the hon. gentle-
man's arguiients was this---our Sessions
are so short it is utterly impossible
to expect if a trial is commenced dur-
ing a Session (mark, it does not deal
with a case commenced before the Ses-
sion) that you can get a new mem-
ber into the louse before it rises,
That is one of the reasons. I think it
is quite probable both the Election
Law and the Controverted Elections
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Act may require some revision before
the next general election. I have my-
self a strong idea that some of the
minor details of the law with reference
to the ballot may require amendment.
It would be inexpedient to legislate
early on that subject. I think we
should wait until we discover what
further improvements can be made in
it before the vext general election.

The Bill was read the first time.

THE INSOLVENCY ACT.

Mr. DELORME asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to
anend the Insolvency Act ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The Govern-
ment has under consideration sugges-
tions made from several quarters, but
no conclusion has been arrived at
whether any legislation willi be neces-
sary or not.

THE CULBUTE CANAL.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings), in the ab-
sence ofMr. Wright (Pontiac), asked,
whether it is the intention of the G-ov-
ernment to take any steps for the im-
provement, during the coming season,
of the navigation of that portion of the
Ottawa River between the foot of the
Culbute Canal and the head of the
Calumet Rapids ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is not
the intention of the Government to do
anything in that quarter this season.

THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. FISET asked whether it is the
intention of the Government, in the
interest of the Intercolonial Railway
and for the promoting of its regular
working, to make arrangements with
the Grand Trunk Railway Company
for the acquisition of the portion of
their railway between Rivière du Loup
and Point Lévis ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman is aware that it is absolate-
ly necessary for the Government to
reaeh Point Lévis upon a portion of
the Grand Trunk Railway-that por-
tion between Rivière du Loup and the
terminus opposite the City of Quebec.
The Government are in correspondence
with the Grand Trunk Co. about an
arrangement which we hope will be
suitable to them and to us. I am not

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

prepared to say at this moment what
that arrangement will ultimately be,
but it will be mentioned to the House
when it is arrived at.

POSTAL EXTENSION.

Mr. DESJARDINS asked whether
in view of the increasing wants and
requirements of the localities surround-
ing the City of Montreal, it is the in-
tention of the Government to adopt
any means which would give those
localities greater postal facilities ?

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-The
Government have no present intention
of dealing with the subject in the man-
ner indicated in the hon. gentleman's
question.

CUSTOM HUOJSE AT LÉVIS.

Mr. FRÉCHETTE asked whether it
is the intention of the Goverinment to
establish a Custom House, or at least a
Bonded Warehouse, at South Quebec,
Lévis ?

lon. Mr. BURPEE-There is no
objection to granting a Bonded Ware-
house at Levis, provided itisunder the
rules and regulations of the Port of
Quebec.

COMMERCIAL AGENCIES.

Mr. BERNIER asked whether the
Government intends taking proceed-
ings in order to protect the commer-
cial class against the reports (too often
false) of commercial agencies, which
have often the effect of ruining the
credit of posons perfectly solve1t ?

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-The
Government have no present intention
to take any special action in this mat-
ter.

BEACON LIGHTS ON THE SA(iUENAY.

lHon. Mr. MACIENZIE objected to
the following question, which con-
tained an improper charge against a
Government officer, being allowed to
stahd :

"Mr. Cimon-Why the contract for build-
ing two beacon lights at the entrance of the
river Saguenay was given to Ambroise Tru-
delle for $900.00 while tenders had been re-
ceived for the work from
Louis Lavoie, Murray Bay, for........... $490 00
Joseph Tremblay, Chicoutimi, for...... 500 00
Joseph Warren, Murray Bay, for......... b90 00
Joseph 'arren, " " ......... 600 00

Mr. MASSON-It has been allowed
to stand, and if it is not asked next
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time it comes up it could then be
dropped.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I will take
good care that no such question be
allowed to stand again. If the hon.
gentleman is present-

Mr. MASSON---He is not here.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--- Then I

give notice this question must be put
or dropped the next time it comes be-
fore the House.

Mr. MASSON---It will be put or
dropped according to the rule of the
flouse.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It disap-
pears at once. I invoke the rule.

Mr. SPEAKER----The question bas
been allowed to stand.

PACIFIC RAILROAD SrRVEY.

Mr. DEWDNEY asked when the
Report of the Surveys of the British
Columbia Section of the Canadian
Pacific Railway made iii 3874 and 1875
will be printed and distributed?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---I an very
sorry I am not able to answer the
question of the hon. member to-day.
On account of the very serious domes-
tic affliction in the family of the Chief
Engineer, I have. not been able to see
hin for two weeks. I hope the hon.
gentleman will be satisfied with the
answer. I will see hini at the earliest
possible moment.

PRESQU'ISLE HARBOR.

Mr. BIGGAR asked whether the
Government intend placing a sum in
the Estimates to complete the Harbor
of Presqu'Isle on Lake Ontario ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am sorry
to say we will not be able this year to
place a sum in the estimates for this
purpose. We do not think it is requir-
ed so urgently as to demand a vote to
be taken at the present time.

COMMISSION OF FINANCIAL AGENTS.

Mr. TUPPER asked what rate of
commission was agreed to be paid to
the Financial Agents for negotiating
the recent loan, and the commission
they are to receive for paying the cou-
pons on the bonds; also, the names of
the parties to whom the loan of 1874
was allotted, with the amount to each

respectively ? He added: I may be
permitted to say I was anxious to have
this information at the earliest moment
possible, or I would have put a motion
on the paper asking for a return. It
would be extremely convenient if the
hon. gentleman would, instead of ans-
wering the question verbally, lay the
papers on the Table.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-With re-
spect to the first part of the question, I
may say the financial agents received
no commission on that part of the loan
negotiated under the Imperial guaran-
tee, and a commission of one per cent
on the remainder. The rate of com.
mission on the bonds -was one-half per
cent on the guarantee, and the usual
amount on the other. With respect to
the remaining portion of this question,
I take this opportunity of laying on the
Table returns which give information
so far as it can be furnished. With
respect to the names of the
parties to whom the loan of
1874 was allotted, I was advised
it would be impossible to give them, in-
asmnuch as the usual course is to keep
them secret, and it would be a breach
of confidence to mention them.

REFUNDING DUTIES.

Mr. STEPIIENSON asked whether
during the past two years duties levied
on foreign manufactured Steam Fire
Engines imported into Canada have
been refunded; and if so, the amount
of duties so refunded, and to whom ?

Hon. Mr. BURPEE---- There has
been no refund of duties for Fire En-
gines imported into the country during
the last two years.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITII
THE GULF.

Mr. FISET asked whether it is the
intention of the Government, in the
interest of the navigation of the St.
Lawrence, to subsidize any company
willing to undertake it, or to construct
themselves a telegraphic system,
which would have the result of put-
ting the Island of Anticosti and agreat
portion of the North Shore of the St.
Lawrence in communication with the
telegraphic lines of the South Coast,
according to the suggession made by
the Hon. P. Fortin to the Quebee
B>ard of Trade?
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Hon. Mr. SAITH----Thé Govern-
ment fally recognize the importance of
this work, but they do not intend at
the present Session to make any move-
ment with regard to it.
ST. LAWRENCE RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. BLAIN.----Mr. Speaker,-It will
be renembered that last Session there
was some very considerable discussion
regarding this matter, and then it was
doubtful what was likely to be the pol-
icy of the Government--whether the Mi-
nister of Public Works would improve
the navigation of the St. Lawrence so
as to give twelve or fourteen feet of
water. I was at the time, as I am still,
interested in the question, and I am not
sure whether the Minister of Public.
Works has altered his plans or not. I
would like, therefore, Sir, to know
whetherit is the intention of the Gov-
ernmnent to adopt twelve or fourteen
feet. A requisition was presen ted to the
Administration, urging that surveys
should be continued, and estimates fui-
nished the House touching these ima-
provements, covering the items, which
I suppose are in all probability in the
possession of the Government. I ac-
cordingly move, seconded by the mem-
ber for East York, that a report con-
cerning surveys of the St. Lawrence,
and estimates for improvements giving
fourteen feet of water, be laid before
the louse.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---The
policy, Sir, that the Government has
adopted with relation to this subject,
is this: On the works which necessi-
tate excavation on the lower locks,
guard locks and the like, provision is
made for fourteei feet, but in all other
places, where there has been a depth
of twelve feet, the walls of the locks
will be simply raised two feet, giving
fourteen feet. It is desirable to obtain
twelve feet as soon as possible, and the
additional two feet can be secured at
any time, while the canals are being
used. With regard to the River St.
Lawrence, as I pointed out last year,
it will take a little over one and one-
half millionsof dollars to ensure twelve
feet of navigable water at the points
where shoals are to be found in
the bed ; and it will require a
very much larger sum,---perhaps
three times that amount--to obtain

Mr. FISET.

fourteen feet in the river proper.
I have not deemed it necessary to em-
ploy any very large number of sur-
vevors in order to have a report re-
garding the exact cost of this additional
work, for this will be done by the re-
gular staff of the Department. A por-
tion has been finished during the past
seven years, and the remainder will be
accomplished as we find that we can
spare men and money for the purpose.
I can only say that everything is being
donc therefor with a view to ultimately
securing fourteen feet of water as the
standard depth, but we will have twelve
feet available at a much earlier period
by the course we have adopted than
would be otherwise possible. The
papers will be very incomplete, but
such as they are they will be brought
down.

lon. Mr. MITCIIELL--Might I ask
the First Minister in the same eonnec-
tion, whether these means--- which
strike me, as well as a great many
others, as defective--with relation to
deepening of canals, apply to the
vicinity of the St. Gabriel Locks, and
whether it is proper to raise the walls
to secure uriforni depth in this, as it
is proposed to do in other cases ? I
ask the question for the purpose of in-
formation.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Oh, yes;
the sane system will be followed on
the Lachine as on the Welland Canal.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-As most of
the vessels coming from the Lower
Ports draw from sixteen to nineteen
feet of water, it would be very desira-
ble to have nineteen feet of water in
the locks. I believe that this was the
recommendation, but the contracts are
only drawn for twelve feet. Unless we
could get nineteen feet up to the
point of discharge for coal, near the
manufactories in the upper part of the
town the deepening of the canals wonld
be of no use tô the Lower Provinces.
If the difficulty cannot be overcome
by raising the walls, it would be well
to consider the question of deepening.

.HIon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Well, that
involves another point altogethe«, Sir.
The depth at the St. Gabriel Locks
will be fourteen, not nineteen feet;
and although it would be very conven-
ient for the people of Montreal to ob-
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tain nineteen feet, it is no part of our
business to provide an additional bar-
bor at Montreal----and this is a pure
question of such accommodation-one
mile and a half above the pre-
sent position. The Dominion has
guaranteed a considerable expenditure
for the improvement of the St. Law-
rence ; and the Harbour Commission-
ers have had a very large amourit
placed at their disposal to increase the
harbour accommodation in the River
proper. This has been extended for over
a mile of wharfage and by the excava-
tion of basins in the canal below the
St. Gabriel Locks; but the Govern-
ment do not propose to extend it above
these locks.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I 'would
simply make one further remark for
the information of the Ilouse. The
First Minister seems to think that it
is simply for the convenience of the
city and port of Montreal to make
such an improvement, but I would
observe that it is more for the con-
venience of Nova Scotian coal owners
and the very large number of persons
owning vessels engaged in that trade,
than for the manufacturers, because
coal could be landed at a spot where
they would obtain more for it.

The motion was carried.

FISII AND FIs1 OILS.

Mr. DECOSMOS-In rising to call
for-returns of the correspondence re-
specting the non-admission of fish and
fish oils into the United States from
the Province of British Columbia, I
take occasion, Sir, to draw the atten-
tion of this House to certain facts.
In the year 1871, British Columbia
became a part of this Dominion.
In the same year the Washington
Treaty was negotiated. In the same
year, 1872, legislation was passed,
as was required, to apply the provi-
sions of the Treaty to British Columbia
and under the 21st Article of the
Treaty, fish and fish oils were to be
admitted into the United States duty
free. During 1872 application was
made by the owners and exporters of
fish and fish oil for the entrance of fish
and fish oil into the United States on
the Pacific Coast, but such entry was
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refused. Many similar attempts have
been made since, but without success.,
While the late Administration was in
power I brought the matter several
times to its notice, and I have sinceo
followed the saine course. What steps
the Government of the Dominion have
taken in this relation I do not know,
but we are aware of the action of the
United States authorities, as well as
their reasons, so far as commnuicated
by the Custom's Officers. They main,
tain that British Columbia, not having
been a part of the Dominion at the
date of the negotiation of this Treaty,
cannot be admitted to the enjoyment
of its benefits. I believe that this posi-
tion is unreasonable. We might as well
take a similar course concerning Alaska
with reference to treaties between
Great Britain and the United States,
Now, such non-admission operates un-
favourably on our fishing industry,
and though a young Province, if the
records of 1875 be examined it will be
seen that we exported during the year
some $134,000 worth of fish and fish
oils, nearly double the value of the ex-
ports of fish from Ontario ; about one-
third of the total exports offish of New
Brunswick, and one-fifth of those of
Quebec. When in San Francisco re,
cently, I was informed by the ma-
nager of a company of capitalists
living in Massachusetts and Connec,
ticut, that the latter proposed to
erect an extensive establishnent for
the purpose of canning salmon anid
making fish oil, with the view of
exporting them to other markets thank
those of the United States; also that if
the 21st Article of the Washington
Treaty were in operation, they would
double or treble their capital, in order
to can for the American as well as
foreign marts. I therefore hope that
the Government will consent to bring-
ing down the papers reqiired at ai
early day, and, further, that if possible,
some explanations will be offered in
this connection by one of the Ministers
to the Flouse.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE---Some correspon-
dence has passed on this subject. I am
afraid that the result will not bo
eminently satisfactory to my hon,
friend, but such as it is, it will be
brought down.
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ISLE AUX COUDRES LIGHT-HOUSE.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN---I inove
that an Address be presented to His
,Exeellency the Governor General, for
a copy of the contract between the
Government and Mr. Charles E.
Forgues, of Malbaie, for the construe-
tion of a Light-house upon Isle aux
Coudre ý ; also copies of the correspon-
dence which took place upon the sub-
ject and a statement shewing the
amount claimel as compensation or
damages by virtue of the said contract,
and the amount paid to the said
Charles E. Forgues, or to any other
person in this matter.

Hon. Mr. SMITHJ--I have no objec-
tion to bring down the papers, but cer-
tainlv they are rather volu minous. It
relates to a contract made by the late
Government of which my hon. friend
was at the time a member. It was not
proceeded with, and compensation was
given. I really do not know whether
he objects to this as insufficient, or to
the con tract itself.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN--- Perhaps a
portion of it will answer my purpose.
My object is to know the reason why
the work was not proceeded with, and
what the amount of the indemnity was.

Hon. Mr. SMITH--I think that
hon. friend knows the cause why
work vas not continued ; if not, I
tell him--the late Administration
not desire it.

my
the
eau
did

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Let the
papers be submitted.

lion. Mr. SMITII-The contract in-
volved an expenditure of five or six
hundred dollars. The compensation
I allowed was, I think, $181. How-
,ever, I can bring down all the papers.

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN-- was told
in the country, that the reason for ar-
resting the contract was because the
location was unsuitable.

lion. Mr. SMITII-This was the
vase.

lion. Mr. MITCHELL-That is
strictly the fact; it was stopped after
finding that the amount of money it
was contemplated to expend exceeded
the requirements, and a change of
location was desirable.

Ion. Mr. BLAKE.

PACIFIC RAILWAY TELEGRAPH.
lon. Mr. LANGE VIN moved an Ad-

dress to His Excellency the Governor
General, for a statement of the tenders
received for the construction of a line
of telegraph in connection with the
Pacifie Railway, shewing the naines of
the parties tendering, the amount
asked by each such party and the naines
of the sureties; also copies of the con-
tract between the Governient and F.
Barnard, Esquire, in relation to the
construction of the said line of tele-
graph; copies of all correspondence
which may have been had with the
G-overnment ou the occasion and since
the passing of the said contract with a
statement of all claims which may have
beelni made in virtue of the said con-
tract shewing the amount promised tr
paid in connection therewith, including
all Orders in Council or Departmental
Orders in relation to the cancelling or
suspension of the said contract or to
the indemnity to be paid in respect
thereof.

The motion was carried.

THE oFFICE oF AGENT-GENERAL.

Sir JOHN A. MIACDONALD moved
for an Address to lis Excellency the
Governor General, for copies of the fol-
lowing papers -

1. The Order in Council creating
the office of Agent-General of Canada
for England or the United Kingdom.
2, The Commission or Letter of Ap-
pointment oMr. Jenkins to the office
of Agent General. 3. The general in-
structions given to the Agent-General
and all - subsequent modifications
thereof. 4. The Order in Council abol-
ishing the office of Agent General. 5.
The letters and correspondence relat-
ing to the termination of Mr. Jenkins'
employment by resignation or other-
wse.

,The motion was carried.

PURCHASE OF LANDS.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved

for an Address to His Excellency the
Governor General, for copies of all cor-
respondence between the Canadian
Government, or any member thereof,
with the Hudson Bay Company relat-
ing to the acquisition or purchase by
the Dominion from the Company, of
their lands in Manitoba and the North-
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West Territories, or either of them,
and of all Orders in Council, despatches
and other papers respecting the saine.

The motion was carried.

THE CULLERS OFFICE.
Mr. McDOUGALL (South Rein frew).

moved for an Address to His Excel-
lencv the Governor Ceneral, praying
for a Return :-1st, Of the names of
persons who have ceasei to belong to
the Cuilers' Office since 1st Januarv.
1875, throu1gh death, superannuation or
otherwise, distinguishing the caue
and employmuent in each instance
with allowance ii each case for suer-
annuation. 2nd. Ofthe names of tieose
who have been added to the staff in
either a tenporarv or permanent cap-
city during the same time. The hon.
gentleman said:-You will recollet,
iMir. Speaker, that during last Session
a Bill was passed giving authority to
the Minister of Inland Revenue te
superannuate certain cullers and othier
persons connected with the office, itl
being found there were many who
were unable to do their duty. and
others employed who were not real ly
required for the business of the office.
Since that time there have not been as
many persons superannuated as was
expected. No doubt that was greatly
owing to the fact of the lamented ill-
ness of the gentleman at the head of
the Department. At the same time, I
think it is well that the attention of
the Government should be drawn to the
fact that the lumber trade require that
the number of cullers shoulds, as soon
as practicable, without forgetting what
we owe to those persons employed du-
ring years of activity, be reduced to
the number required and capable to
diseharge the duties of the office. It,
will also be recollected, I think, that
no persons were to be added to the
staff in the meantime. The reason why
all who could be dispensed with were
not to be dismissed was that it was felt
it would be a case of great hardship if
men, who were unable to obtain em-
ployment outside and were capable of
doing their work, were deprivedl of'
their situations, and it was understood
they should be retained as long as
they performed their duties properly.
But in view ofthe understanding that no
new men should be engaged, it is rather

16

slrprisilg that additions should actual-
lv have been made. It was the habit of
former Governments, I know, to put a
great many persons in the cullers'
office, as it was a convenient position
for persons who had made tlhemselves
nseful at elections ; but there is no
reason whv that praetice should be
contiinued under the present Govern-
ment; tlherefore it was rather sur
prising that any addition should have
been made to the staff. At the same
tme, I am glad that those additions did
not go to any great extent ; bit 1
think it is the duty of every person in
this Hlouse to call the attention of the
Governiment to any neglect in this
direction so that it shall not be repeal-
ci. I trust, Sir, that the Government
will give their attention to this sub-
ject, which may not appear import-
ant tD them, or at least to the country
generally, but is of vast consequence
to the lumber trade, particularly as it
was understood that this office shall
be self-sustainitng.

While on this subject, I nav express
the hope that
able of doing
required in
superannuated.
is donc in the
ployment for
trust that those

no persons still cap-
duty, and who are
the office, will be
But before anything

way of providing em-
additional people, I
not actually requiredý

and whose services can be dispensed
without injustice, will be dismissed.
If there is money over and above the
expenditures of the office in the hands
of the Government, I think---although
that is left to the Administration-
that the superannuation allowance be
paid out of that fund, and no levy made
on the lumber trade for it. But if there
is no such surplus the trade should, of
course, make provision for this allow-
ance.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew)-
This question was brought up in 1874,
and a Committee appointed to investi-
gate the working of the culler's office.
Those of us engaged in the lumber
business felt that a larger number of
cullers were employed than was
necessary for the requirements of the
trade. The object of the Committee
was to obtain information from parties
connected with the traâé as to whether
that feeling was general. The evidence
taken was conelusively in favour of a
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reduetion, especially in the square
timbor department. The Supervisor
of Cullers-himself testified that 20
men were amply sufficient to perform
the duties in the square timber de-
partment, an-d all the other evidence
pointed in the same direction.

As has been observed by my hon.
friend fr:on South Renfrew, it was
understood that the officýe should be
self-sustaining, and not a charge upon
the revenue, and I believe such is the
faet.

In the several Acts relating to the
Culler's Office at Quebec, power is
given to raise or lower the taritf of
fes so as to make the office self-
sustaining, aid I may say here that
not only bas the office been self-
sustaining, but a considerable sum has
been'added to the revenue. Underthese
circumstanees, the lumber trade
naturally expectedi that the reeom-
mendation of the Committee would
have received some attention at the
hancds of the Government.

We expected that the number of
cullers would be redueod as speedily
as possi lie, having a due regard to the
rights aid privileges of those who
held positions in the office. I am
sorry to say that the expectation has
not been fulfilied. I think some gen-
tlemen have been superannuated and
removed from the office, and perhaps
one or two have been added to the
staff. Those who are connected with
the lumber trade feel that an injustice
has been done them by the additions
that have been made to the office. I
trust this motion will pass, so that we
may be enabled to sec how many
cullers have been added since the lst
of January, 1875. I trust, also, that
hereafter, notwithstanding the sins of
the late Government, no cullers may
be added so long as it is shown they
are entirely unnecessary.

Hon. Mr. BLAINCIIET-There is a
difference between the cullers of timber
and the cullers of deal. Does the Ad-
dress include all the cullers ?

Mr. McDOUGALL-The point is
this :-It was felt there were too many
cullers in the office. It was also felt
that there being no more in the deal
department than were required, any
vacancies there should be filled from

Mr. WmnE.

the timber department, where there are
too many. Therefore, there was no
object in finding out whether the num-
ber had been reduced in either depart-
ment.

Mr. CURRIER---From the speech
of the hon. meinber for North Renfrew
it would appear that additions have
been made to the staff of eallers in the
Quebee office.' If so, the Government
are greatly to blame. My hon. friends
from North and South Renfrew will
sec now if they had followed the course
whieh I contended for upon that
Committee, they would not have got
into that trouble, and there would not
have been any expense to the trade.
My suggestion was that payment
should be made by fc, and that all
properly qualilied persons should be
allowed to act as eullers. The best
men would get most employment, and
there would be no extra expense put
on the lumber trade no matter iow
many cullers were appointed. I
maintain atill that is the only thing that
ean be done to refori the unjust
practices of that office. I hope the
Government will look into the matter
and remedy the evils of whieh we
complain. The Minister who has
charge of that Department, I regret to
say, is not in the House. le has been
ill for a long time, and therefore I hope
the members of the Government who
have charge of that office will look
into this and correct the evils that now
exist.

Mr. COO'K-This is a question of
more importance than some hon. gen-
tlemen suppose. The lumber trade of
this country is second only to the
agricultural interest, and should re-
ceive that consideration which is due
it. I had the honour of being one of
the members of the Select Committee
appointed two -years ago. At that
time it was understood the number
of cullers in the square timber depart-
ment should be reduced. I am very
sorry to see that instead of a reduction
there has been an increase. At that
time there were 40 cullers, and the in-
terests of the trade demanded a
decrease in the number. - AI-
though a hint has been thrown
out that perhaps the increase may
be due to the rewarding of political
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hacks, I do not believe that the
Government of the day would put
incompetent men into the office on
that account. Still there are men
employed who are not fit to perform
the duty. It was supposed that some
of them would be superannuated
from the fund on hand, amounting to
about $40,000, which was held not for
purposes of revenue but for the benetit
of the culliers. I hope it will not be
necessary to bring this matter up in
the House again, but that the Govern-
ment will improve this departnent as
they have al! others since they came
into office.

Mr. RZOCfHESTER--Does this motion
include all the cullers ?

Mr. McDOUGALL-Certainlv, I in-
clude the whole department. I may
say in reply to what has fallen from
the hon. member for North Simcoe,
that the expression 41 political hacks"
was, perhaps too stiff. I did not in-
tend to make any particular charge
against the late Goverrnent so far as
these appointinen ts were concerned.

Hoi. Mr. TUPPER-I niderstood
him to ma'ke use of that exj)re-sion
with reference to the present Govern-
ment.

Mr. McDO UIJGALL-I am very glad
to renove a misapprehension fron the
hon. gentleman's mind. I did not
make use of the words----I merely said
that gentlemen who had been useful
or assisted in elections had been ap-
pointed. Now, I think it would rather
be a charge against the Government if
they did not put into office men who
had supported them ifthey were other-
wise qualified.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I regret I
did not notice the motion sooner, or I
would have made particular enquiry
into the fiets. My recollection, how-
ever, is this :-The Minister of Inland
Revenue was to proceed to Quebec
early in the season in order to have
this department reorganized. His
long and severe illness prevented that
consummation from being realized.
My impression is, on making some
enquiry for some other reason into
the operations of this department, that
two clerks were put there at some
period last season to do some special

work----copying specifieations, or some-
thing of the kind----but I believe no
additions were made to the permanent
staff of the office. The return, of
course, will beo brought down as ast as
it can be made out, and we will
have the precise facts plieed before us.
It was Ihe intention of the (overnrment,
anid is now, to economize Ile labour of
the departiment and reduce the number
of officials. The hon. gentleman is
quite right in stating there is a small
surplus to the credit of the cullers in
the hands of the Governent. It was
the intention of the House, I believe,
that the fees collected should be merely
suficienît to cover the expenses of Ibis
department. I will attend to the re-
marks that have been made so flir as
they convey either information or stu-
gest ions1.

Mr. lOCHESTER-The lumbe-men
were notitied last sînuner that some
change would be made iii the taiif for
culling deals. I tind bv the returnsm,
that it remains unchanged.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That re-
tirni is only up to the '0th of June.

Mr. R'OCIIESTER--Tlhaît makes tLe
difference.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew)-The lum-
bermen have no objection to the ap-
pointment of a sufficieit number of'
cullers to (o the work of the office.
What we ask of the Government is this
-until the number of cullers in the
square timber department is reduced
to 20 (and that is a sufficient number
to do the work of the office) that no
additions be made to fill the place of
those who retire either by superannua-
tion or otherwise.

The motion was carried.

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA ACT.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General for all Orders and Minutes
of Council, papers and correspondence
with the Imperial Government relating
to the introduction and passage through
the Imperial Parliament of an Act
chaptered 38 Vic., 38 and 39, in-
tituled " An Act to remove certain
"doubts with respect to the Parliament
"of Canada under Section 18 of the
"British North America Act, 1867."

The motion was carried.
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ST. PETER s cANAL.

Mr. FLYNN mov\ed an A'ddress to
lis Excellency the Governor General,

for a copy of the report and plan made
by Mr. Perlev in the suniner of 187},
for the enlargement of St. Peters
Canal, with all subsequent reports,
Orders in Conncil, advertisenients,
tenders and contracts appertatining to
that work.

He snid :--St. Peter's Canal i a work in
which the people of Eastern Nova Sco-
tia feel a deep nterest. After nany
years of agitation. that work was con-
menced by the Government of Nova
Scotia in 1864, the hon. member for
Cumberland beingthen. I believe, Pro-
vincial Secretarv. A year or two after
Confederation it was completed to its
present dimensions, but enly a very
short time elapsed before it was found
to be untit to aocommodate the trade of
that portion of the Dominion. A glance
at the miap will show that the canal
connects Bras d'Or Lake witb the
ocean.

It is not necessary for me to say
anything with regard to the resources
of that important Island. Its vast
mineral wealth is yet in the infancy of
its development. Since 1859 or f860
we have opened some 18 or 20 coal
mines. Up to that period the General
Mining Association had the exclusive
right of opening and working our coal
deposits, but by the settlement of that
question by the Goverment of Nova
Scotia which gave a great impetus to
our mining industries, anybody disco-
vering a coal area had the right to open
and work it. The inadequacy of the ca-
nal fbr the trade was brought to the no-
tice of the late Government by the
members representing the Island in the
winter Session o0 1873. That Govern-
ment sent Mr. Perlev to inspect the
canal and report upon it, and make
the necessary plans and specifications.
As regards that gentleman, I may say
I think nobody could have been chosen
who was more competent to discharge
the duty that lie was instrncted to per-
form. In 1864, when the Govornment
of Nova Seotia was working the canal,
he was ehosen engineer of the work. He
made himself thoroughly acquainted
with the question, and the plans and re-
ports submitted by him in the autumn

Mr. K1IRPATRIct.

of 1873 were the resuits of hisý labours
on that occasion.

When I came here iii 1874, in the
discharge of my duty as a representativ e
from that Island, I found it necessary
to ask for the report, plans and speciti-
cations. and they were laid on the table,
I was not thon satisfied with the deptb
of water, because I believed i t would not
be sufficient for the large vessels that
would use that route; but I expressed
no dissatisfaction, because I foind the
Government were then willing to pro-
ceed with the work on Mr. Perley'
report, and had placed r75,000 in the
estimates for that parpose. In that
year no tenders were asked foi,
and no work was done. I felt t.
little annoyed, and had soine commu
nication with a menber of the Govern-
ment. In the Session of 1875 I found
tenders had been invited,and the $75,000
was re-voted. I4 of course, felt satisfied
and said nothing about the delay,
believing the work would go on that
season. The tenders were to be iii
before the 10th of May; and after a
considerable time had elapsed, seeing
that the contract was not awarded.
I telegraphed to a member of the
Cabinet at Ottawa----the 3Minister of
Militia and Defence. The answer 1
received was, that more information
was required before the work could
proceed. Nothing was done; and J
heard nothing further of the matter
until I saw in the newspapers invi-
tations for tenders under amended
plans and specifications. The contract
was awarded to Mr. Tuck of St. John,
who has been ready since October lasi
and up to the close of the season to pro-
ceed with the work ; still nothing has
been donc. Now, this is undoubtedly a
serious cause of complaint; moreover
the expenditure of the sum ofmoney in-
volved would have been of great assist-
ance to many of the labouring men of
that section. We, in common with
every other portion of the Dominion,
have felt the depression which has
paralyzed our industries during the
past year, and the expenditure of
this money would have been a great
benefit. In Nova Scotia, previeus to
Confederation, when any publie work
for which a large sum of money was
required was advocated, it was
not secured without mueh difficulty,

Canal.(COMMI3ONS.]
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but as soon as the assent of the
-Legislature was obtained, the re-
quired expenditure was at once maae.
Here, however, it appears to be the
reverse; no trouble is experienced
in getting appropriations, but the diffi-
culty seems to be in getting the appro-
priations expended. No dissenting voice
touching this project was raised either
in the Session of 1874 or the Session of
1875; but nevertheless the appropriation
has not been expended. My object in
iaking this motion is twofold. In the

first place, I wish to enquire of the
Government why two years have been
allowed to pass, without paying out
any of this money which has been
voted by Parliament, and in the second
place, I desire to know why the plans
and specifications submitted by Mr.
Perley have been reduced from
50 feet to 36 feet ? Then that gentle-
man reported in accordance with his
instructions, he undoubtedly had not
only the present but the future in
view. He looked to the probable
expansion of trade, as lie saw that the
Island was, perhaps, one of the richest
portions of the Dominion in propor-
tion to its size and population; the
castern section of it is one vast mineral
bed; and aware of its resources, and
knowing how its trade would increase,
found it necessarv in the interests of
the Dominion, and of that portion in
particular, to recommend the con-
struction of a canal of suitable size.
Our Nova Scotia railway system-
whose progress was arrested at the
period of Confederation-for we have
not built a mile of local railway since
-goes no further than Pictou. The
Prince Edward Islaud steamer boats
connect with this railway, carry-
rying passengers and freight to the
Strait of Canso; but owing to the
insufficiency of this canal they
have to be taken by land for a
distance of fourteen miles to con-
nect with the waters of Bras d'Or.
If this canal was sufficiently enlarged
this passage by land would be avoided
If Mr. Perley's recommendations were
carried out, steamers could pass through
to the Strait of Canso and the Lennore
passage, using the canal to enter
the Bras d'Or, and thence to Syd-
ney. This should he done at all
events in the interest of one of the

17

graat conmercial centres of the Do-
minion-Montreal. Previous to Con-
federation the Gulf steamers were only
few in number, but they have since that
periol been greatly increased - the
number, I believe, is ten or eleven.

Hon. Mr. MITCHIELL-Eleven re-
gular steamers, and half a dozen others.

Mr. FLYNN-The trade between
Montreal and Pictou is also rapidly
extending at the latter place, where
they terminate their voyage, and we
Lave no regular communication be-
tween Pictou and the eastern portion of
the Province, at all events between it
and Bras d'Or. This trade might be-
sides be greatly increased if facilities
were given to importers from Montreal
and Quebec, by the enlargement of the
canal. If this be not done, many of
the advantages he expected to derive
from the enlargement of the canal will
be denied us. More than this the
P. E. Island steamers, of which I have
spoken, have been subsidised for eight
or ten years to carry mails, and this
is another argument in my opinion
to convince the members of this House
of the necessity of widening the canal
to improve the means of communica-
tion with these commercial centres.
The action of the Government in this
matter, I must say, has greatly sur-
rised me, as well as every other
resident of the Island of Cape
Breton. I- could not believe that
Mr. Perley had altered his plans
as being too extravagant, nor can I
think that the Minister of Pqblic
Works would do so without consulting
some one. I feel it my duty, under the
circumstances, as one of the represen-
tatives of the Island, to protest against
that reduction, and in doing so I am
sustained by the unanimous public
sentiment of the Island on this
question. I take still stronger
ground, and hold that the Government
should have made no material altera-
tion without consulting Parliament.
The facts are, that in 1874 I asked for
the plans and specifications; they
were laid on the Table of this House,
and they shewed that the recommen-
dation was for the widening of the
canal to the extent of fifty feet. If
the Government has the right to ma-
terially alter the dimensions of Public
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Works after Parliament has voted
money, based on plans and specifica-
tions before the House, then much of
the duty we perform here is perfectly
useless. The sum of $75,000 was
voted by Parliament, and the vote was
repeated at the Session of 1875. The
size of the canal was never in question,
and I maintain that the plans should
never have been changed, as bas been
the case. Had the matter been brouglit
before the House I have no doubt,
that the arguments that could
have been urged by the mem-
bers for Cape Breton and Nova
Scotia, who are a unit in this relation
against any alteration, would have
been considered conclusive. The
members from the other Provinces
know full well the advantages of their
canal in developing the resources
of the Upper Provinces, and in
1874 and 1875 we voted nearly
six millions for their improve-
ment; and I have no doubt that
animated by a fair and honourable
spirit towards us, thev would not bave
consented to the reduction made in the
width of the only canal we have in the
Maritime Provinces. As a representa-
tive, I feel 1 occupy a very peculiar
position. In 1874 I saw no necessity
for raising my voice, for the vote vas
in the estimates. At the Session of
1875 I occupied the same position,
and I thought that there would be
no difficulty whatever. I am aware
that there is no department of the
public service, the duties of which are
more onerous and involve a greater
amount of responsibility and labour
than of tie Department of Public
Works; but while I am willing to
iake every allowance for the first

year, 1874, I cannot assume the same
attitude in regard to the neglect in not
prosecuting the work in 1875. This
delay anid the reduction in the size of
the canal have caused great dissatis-
faction in that section of the country,
and I do not hesitate to say that
that dissatisfaction will be much in-
creased if the amended plans
are adhered to. Perhaps it may be
shown that this alteration was made
under a misconception of the require-
ments of the trade of that portion of
the Dominion, and that a smaller canal
was considered sugicient. I think I

Mr. FLYNN.

have shown that it will not be. I
therefore ask, on behalf of the
people of the Island of Cape
Breton, that the canal be en-
larged according to the report made
by Mr. Perley. I don't ask this as a
favour, but as a matter of right; I
ask it on the broad ground of publie
necessity, and I trust the Governiment
will give it due consideration. If they
do, the result of that consideration,
I hope, will be to adopt that report,
and so satisfy the just diemands of the
people of that section.

But, Sir, whatever may be the result
of this motion-whether the Govern-
ment adhere to the amended plans or
adopt Mr. Perley's report-I have dis-
charged the duty which devolved upon
me as a public man, and the entire
responsibility now is theirs.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE suggested
that, as it was proposed to adjourn
early, the debate should be adjourned.
H1e would answer the hon. gentleman
very fully at the next sitting.

On motion of Mr. Tremaine. the
debate was accordingly adjourn ed.

The House adjourned at Fifty-tive
minutes past Five.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TIIURSDAY, Feb. 24th, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the. Chair at

Three o'clock.

TRANSLATING THE REPORTS.

Mr. MASSON drew the attention of
the House to the fact that no issue of
the Official Report had yet been
translated into French, although the
House had decided that this work
should be done îmmediately. He
thought it was the duty of the Com-
mittee to explain how it was that two
weeks of the Session had passed without
a number of the Report in the French
language havng been distributed.

Mr. BOWELL said the Chairman of
the Committee, who was the President
of the Council, was not present to sub-
mit the report vhich had been pre-
pared. The Committee had thrown
the responsibility of the translation of
the debates into French upon fhe
translators 9f the House. At a subse-
quent meeting, and after making an
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enquiry into the matter, it was deemed
advisable to change the mode of trans-
lation and give it out by contract, pro-
vided a suitable person could be found
to.undertake the duty.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said this
matter could, of course, be brought up
as a matter of privilege, but it would
be better to leave it a little later until
the Chairman of the Committee was
present.

Mr. MASSON explained that his
reason for bringing it up was that the
time for presenting reports had passed.

The matter was dropped.
BANKS AND BANKING.

Hon. J. H. CAMERON introduced a
Bill to amend the law relating to Banks
and Banking.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT asked for
explanations as to the object of this
Bill, and how far it affected the rights
of private individuals or banks.

Hon. J. H. CAMERON was under-
stood to say that as it is now, the banks
frequently have great difficulty in
reference to drafts and checks which
are made payable to order on demand.
le did not propose to extend the law
as far as it had been extended in Eng-
land, but to confine it simply to checks
and drafts payable to order, and to pro-
vide that wherever a check or draft is
made payable to order on a bank, that
either the payee or the maker may
cross the check or draft in the name of
any other incorporated bank, and that
then it shall only be payable to or
through such bank. It also provided
that the bank on which a check or draft
made payable to order on demand was
drawn, should not be obliged to show
the genuineness of any endorsement.

Mr. SPEAKER-The strict rule, of
course, would require that such a
measure as this should originate by
resolution in Committee.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
rule had not been enforced.

The Bill was read the first time.

EXAMINATION OF ENGINEERS.

Mr. COOK introduced a Bill to pro-
vide for the examination and licensing
of peTsons employed as Engineers else-
where than on Steamboats.

The Bill was read the first time.
17Î

PROTECTION OF LIFE.

Mr. COOK introduced a Bill to pro-
vide means of escape for persons fahll-
ing into the water in the vicinity of
Wharves and Docks.

The Bill was read the first time.
Hon. Mr. TUPPFR-What is the

object ? Does the hon. member want to,
establish a swimming school ?

Mr. COOK said a Bill similar to this-
had been introduced by him last Ses-
sion and by consent was withdrawn,
but he meant if he could to have it
passed this time. The idea was to
provide ladders on docks to enable
persons falling off to bang on then
until they could be rescued. At Colling-
wood, twelve lives had been lost, all of'
whom inight have been saved 'if such
means of escape had been provided.
In Toronto and other places many
persons had been drowned in the same
way.

THE INSOLVENT ACT.

Mr. BECHARD asked whether it is
the intention of the Govern ment to
amend the Insolvent Act in such a
manner as to provide that the Official
Assigrees be no longer permitted to
act outside their respective districts ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I stated in an-
swer to a question the other day, that
the Government have under consider-
ation several suggestions with reference
to the amendment of the Insolvent
Act, but have not arrived at any con-
clusion on any of them. I do not
know whether this suggestion will be
acted on in the manner indicated or
not.

FOG WHISTLE ON THE SAGUENAY.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to have a
Steai Fog Whistle placed on Lark
Point (Isle aux Morts)* at the mouth
of the Saguenay, in connection with
the Lighthouse there ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH-It is not the in-
tention of the Governnent to erect a
fogu histle there.

BEACON LIGHT ON THE SAGUENAY.

Mr. CIMON asked why the contract
for building two Beacon Lights at the
entrance of the River Saguenay was
given to Ambroise Trudelle for $900,
while tenders had been received for
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the work from Louis Lavoie, Murray
Bay, for $490 ; Joseph Tremblay,
Chicoutimi, for $500; Joseph Warren,
Murray Bay, for $590; Joseph Warren,
Murray Bay, for $600 ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH-The reason why
Lavoie's tender was not accepted is, it
was received too late. The tenders
were opened on the 20th February.
His tender was not received until the
23rd. Tremblay's was not received
till the 24th. Warren had two ten-
ders. We accepted the one for $590
and notified him accordingly, but he
refused to take it. The ne:çt lowest
vas Trudelle's for $600, and he took

the contract and has finished it.

RECIPROCAL USE OF CANALS.

Mr. CUTIIBERT askel whether the
Government are taking any, and if so,
vhat steps towards removing the ob-

structions now placed in the way of
Canadian Ships or Barges or Canadian
Forwarding Companies' boats, passing
from any port in Canada to New York
and back via the Richelieu River, Lake
ýChamplain, Champlain Canal and Hud-
son River. and placing them on the
:same footing as A-merican barges
navirating our rivers.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman has put his question in such
ýa way that I would require to make a
speech of considerable length in order
to answer it. It is not convenient that
questions should be asked, nor is it
regular they should be put, in that
manner. I can only answer him by
:saying that the Government have
taken such steps as they conceived to
be most judicious for this purpose, and
all that is possible under the circum-
stances. If the hon. gentleman wishes
to move for papers, that will be the
proper way to ascertain what steps
have been taken; but it is impossible
for me to make mention of what the
steps are.

PENSIONS TO VETERANS.

Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand),
asked whether it is the intention- of
the Government to continue the pen-
sions given to the veterans of 1812-14,
.and whether they propose to increase
the amount awarded to each person,
and to what amount?

Mr. CIoN.

Hon. Mr. VAIL-If the hon. mem-
ber will examine the estimates he will
sec it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to ask the flouse to vote the same
sum as last year. Any further in-
formation that the hon. member re-
quires will be furnished by the Govern-
ment when they reach that vote in the
estimates.

CERTIFICATES oF MASTERS AND MATES.

Mr. WOOD asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to intro-
duce a Bill to compel masters and
mates of vessels navigating the Inland
Waters of the Dominion to procure
certificates of competency before taking
command?

Ion. Mr. SMITI-It is not the in-
tention of the Governnent to intro-
duce a measure on the subject this ses-
sion. Both hast session and the ses-
sion before a Bill was introduced on
this subject. There was a good deal
of opposition to it both from Ontario
and Quebec, and we did not press it.
If, however, it is the desire of hon.
members from Ontario and Quebec it
can be introduced again.

THE LAWS RESPECTING INDIANS.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked whether
it is the intention of the Government
to amend the Act passed in 1874, inti
tuled " An Act to amend certain Laws
respecting Indians, and the extension
of the same to the Provinces of Mani-
toba and British Columbia," so as to
confer on convicting Magistrates the
power to give to all persons convicted
under that Act hard labour as a part
of their sentence ?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-The particular
subject o the hon. member's question is
under the consideration of the Govern-
ment, and in a few days the Indian
Bill will be brought down and their
policy will be fully developed.

THE COAL MINING INTEREST.

Mr. McKAY (Cape Breton), moved,
seconded by Mr. Carmichael, that an
humble address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General for a
return of the number of tons of coal
imported into Canada during the past
year from the United States, and for
the correspondence between the Can.
adian and the United States Govern-
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ment regarding the removal by the
latter of the duty .imposed on coal ex-
ported from Canada to the United
States.

le said in connection with this mo-
tion, I beg leave to say a few words, in
as much as I consider that it has refer-
ence to one of the most important in-
dustries we have in the Dominion of
Canada. I have not yet heard on the
floor of this House anythlng said with
reference to the mining interest of the
Province of Nova Scotia, and if any-
thing respecting it has been uttered it
has not been said in the forcible man-
ner which its importance requires.
When you take into consideration that
there is as large a sum as twelve mil-
lions of dollars of capital invested in the
Province of Nova Scotia coal trade, and
that there are five hundred thousand
tons of shipping annually engaged
in the carrying of coal from
the Province to other ports of Canada
and to foreign countries; that there
are as many as 23,000 hands employed
in connection with this shipping ; and
taking into consideration that in 1873
there was as much as $123,000 ex-
pended monthly in the payment of
different persons employed in and
about the mines, this JIouse will come
to the conclusion that these interests
deserve some attention at our hands.
The extent of the coal fields of Nova
Scotia is very great. By reference to
works published on this matter, it
will be seen that the largest available
deposits of coal in Canada exist in
Nova Scotia. It is true there are
some deposits in the North West, but
it is not known whether they are of
the quality to make them serviceable
or not. It is well known that there is
coal in the Province of British Colum-
bia, but it is so far west that it never
can be of any possible value to the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, or
the Maritime Provinces, and there is
no possibility of a coal trade arising be-
tween that Province and the east.
This being the case, I think this
House should take into consideration
the position of the Dominion with
reference to an article of such
importance. The great Province
of Ontario is entirely dependent
upon a foreign country for every
ton of coal consumed in it.

All their manufactories driven by
steam are entirely dependent upon the
United States for their fuel, and any
civil commotion that might take place
in that Republic might have the effect
of closing down these factories and
raising the cost of coal in Ontario to
famine prices. Therefore, there is only
one place on which Quebec and On-
tario can depend with any degree of
certainty for thoir coal supply, and
that is Nova Scotia. It seens to me
in so far as our tariff is concern-
ed, the position we stand in is a very
humiliating one. Our neighbours seem
to think they can take everything from
us and give us nothing in return. They
seem inclined to impose duties upon
everything we send to them, and with
reference to our country we adopt
the very reverse. We cannot send a
ton of coal to the United States with-
out having to pay a lheavy duty.
Every ton of 2,000 pounds exported to
that country has to pay, before it is
taken from the vessel or placed on the
wharf, a duty of 75c., while we admit
the very saine article free. The pro-
vince of Ontario being almost entirely
dependent upon the United States for
coal, it will be said by these people it is
not right to tax their fuel, but I wish
them to understand as the tariff now is
a number of the duties fall very
heavily upon the Maratime Pro-
vinces and fall very lightly upon
the Province of Ontario. I do not
speak in this way for the purpose of
creating sectional feeling; rmy inten-
tion is quite the reverse. My object is
simply to induce this House to under-
stand that unless we have certain
trade interests protected; unless the
East can can trade with the West and
exchange commodities, I do not
think this confederation can hold
together. It seems to me that the
tenure of remaining in the position
which we now hold is that each part
of the Dominion must trade with
the other ; that each must take
into consideration the interests of
the other for the purpose of fos-
tering trade between them. We
in the meantime should be given to
understand that the great Province of
Ontario will show some consideration
to the little Province of Nova Scotia.
I do not think that the imposition of a
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duty on United States coals would fall
so heavily on the people of Ontario as
some persons consider it would. At
the same time I think, in the interests
-of the Dominion, the duty should be
imposed, as it would create a traffic
between the Maritime Provinces and
the west that does not now exist.

It may be news, Sir, to many hon.
gentlemen in this House, that Nova
Scotia, with some 400,000 people,
imported from the United States $1,-
418,380 in value of breadstuffs during
the past year. Now, why should not
that trade, of pretty nearly $1,500,000,
be transacted between this Province
and Ontario, which could take our
coal in return for the flour we need.
Hon. gentlemen will recollect that
Nova Scotia is almost a non-producing
country, as far as grain and bread-
stuffs are concerned. Men engaged in
fishing and mining, as a matter of
course, are not agriculturists, and as
there is an excess of grain and bread-
stuffs in Ontario, why should tnere not
be an exchange ? I may also draw
the attention of the louse to the fact
that New Brunswick has imported
<4uring the past year flour and grain
to the value of $682,142, and Prince
Edward Island to the amount of $55,-
-452, so that here is a market for
Ontario which would make a return for
any duty imposed on American coals,
which have been imported during the
past year to the value of $2,437,494.
These, or at least a certain portion of
them, could be supplied from Nova
Scotia. It is true that we have no
anthracite coal,but we have bituminous
-coal of the very best quality, which we
send in large quantities into the Pro-
vince of Quebec; and if a duty equal
to that imposed by the United States

son our own coal were imposed on the
American product, we could provide
for the wants of Ontario in that
respect. Our trade in this relation has
diminished during the year just passed
to a very great extent. Our exports
over the border, compared with those of
the previous year, were reduced to the
-extent of about 50,000 tons. They have,
on the whole, however, increased very
largely-that is, when the year 1871 is
taken into consideration. That year we
sent out of the Province 280,908 tons,
while the shipments in 1875 advanced

. Mr. MAcKAY.

to 706,795 tons. The policy which the
United States has adopted towards this
country is well illustrated, in my opin-
ion, by the tax imposed on the tins-
2. cents each-containing the lobsters
admitted by treaty free of duty-prov-
ing that we have nothing whatever to
expect from the American Government.
The next step they will take will pro-
bably be to levy a duty on our fish
barrels, for although pickled fish are
allowed entrance duty free, still by
a parity of reasoning we may assume
that this may be donc. I might, say,
Sir, that this question is of very great
importance to the people of Nova Sco-
tia, who are awaiting anxiously the
action of this House. They wish to
sec something done for the protection
of an enterprise in which they are ex-
tensively engaged, and I trust that their
expectations will be realized. I hope
that Parliament and the Government
will take steps in this direction; either
obtainiig the removal of the duties
imposed by the United States on our
coals or levying an equal duty upon
Anerican coal. The influence, I believe,
whieh has been broulght to bear upon
the authorities at Washington in the
former relation, emanates from the
Pennsylvania coal mine owners, who
desire to exclude our produet from the
Eastern sea-board, and I consider
if these proprietors understand that
reciprocal imposts will be levied,
they will exercise the saine influence
to seeare the abolition of the duty of
which we complain, because they ex-
port largely into Canada. The tariff
was arranged in this direction, simply
because they cannot on the Eastern
seaboard compete with our mines, as
our coal is sent by water whilst their's
is sent bv rail. I trust that any con-
clusion reached touching this matter,
will be after serious consideration of the
House ; and I declare in all sincerity,
that there is no question which is at
prescnt agitating to a greater extent
than ihis the public mind in our Pro-
vince. There is bound up in it, a
vast amount of capital---not only Pro-
vincial but money which has corne from
abroad, to the total extent of twelve-
millions of dollars. I again beg leave
to press this matter, not only on the
attention of the Ministry, but also on
the consideration of Parliament.
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Mr JONES (Leeds).---I agree with
ýa good deal that the bon. gentle-
man has said ; but there are one or two
points to which I would like to draw
.attention. I hope that the trade
between the Lower and Western Prov-
inces will be encouraged as much as
possible; also that a duty will be
placed on certain American coal com-
ing into Canada,that is the coal we mine
in Nova Scotia; but a duty should not
be levied on coal which we do not pos-
sess. I do not think that the returns
will separate the qualities used; but I
am of opinion that seventy-five per
cent of this article used in Ontario is
Lehigh anthracite, and hard coal em-
ployed in blasting furnaces and facto-
ries, and this sort is not mined in
Nova Scotia.

In asking for these returns, I
think that the hon. gentleman
should endeavor to have it shown what
quantity of bituminous and anthracite
coal is brought into Ontario from the
United States. Our trade with the
Eastern Provinces should be encouraged
in every possible manner, and nothing
can do this so much as the imposition
of all the duties we can on American
produetions, and particularly on bitu-
minous coal. An hon. gentleman be-
hind me says-corn also; and I agree
that this should be the case. If a duty
were imposed, as I have indicated, it
should be equal to the American im-
post, and might well even exceed it.

Mr. CARMICHAEL-I have the
honor of seconding the motion made
by the hon. member for Cape Breton,
being impressed in the importance of
the coal trade of this _Domi-nion. At
the same time, I am not all committed
to the sentiments the inover bas ex-
pressed. This industry, with others, is
undoubtedly in a depressed condition ;
and if the Government can reimove
this unfortunate state of things, it
vould be of great moment, particularly

to the Nova Scotian coal mine proprie-
tors. I am not, however, of opinion
that the course suggested would in-
crease the production to the extent an-
ticipated. My constituency is as much,
or even more, interested in the coal
industry than any other part of the
Dominion, save the district repre-
sented by the lion. -nember who makes
the motion. I am, besides, personally

interested; but I am, nevertheless, an
impartial judge in this connection. I
second thé motion in order to ascer-
tain what steps, if any, the Adminis-
tration have taken, or whether it
is possible to adopt any measures
to prevail upon the American Govern-
ment to reduce their duty on coal.
It is of very great importance that
it should be lowered; but at the
same time we are not entirely de-
pendent on their action. Trade be-
îween the two countries would be
greatly benefitted by such action ; and
it is to be regretted that the United
States do not sec as yct the propriety
of this course. They are injuring us
to a certain degree, but themselves
more. The effect of placing a duty on
American coal, as far as I can learn,
would not exclude it at all from our
market, unless it be levied, not on
bituminous coal, but on anthracite.

Mr. JONES-No !

Mr. CARMICHAEL-We see the
position in which strong Protectionists
place themselves when it comes to the
practical point of imposing duties.
The only way of meeting the Ameri-
cans at all, is to place a duty on anthra-
cite, excluding coal we do not produce.
The manufacturers of Ontario and
Quebec demand protection ; but when
it comes to the question of putting an
additional tax on them, for we all
know to what an extent coal enters
into manufacturing---

Mr. JONES-I would ask the bon.
gentleman whether this bituminous
coal is used for manufacturing pur-
poses in this country at all ?

Mr. CARMICIIAEL-I am certain
that it is used very largely. This coal
is surely employed for producing steam
more than anthracite-at any rate, 1
know it is used extensively.

The greatest market for Nova Scotian
coal is Quebec ; and it is burned on
steam boats, &c. Let us look at the
facts. The whole argument appears
to be in favour of a retaliatory policy
against the United States, and this I
believe would be a piece of consum-
mate folly, which would not affect our
neighbours, but increase the taxation
for Ontario. The bon. member for
Cape Breton talked of our receiving
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our food from Ontario, but what does
it imply ?

It implies this : If you give us a
tax on coal, you must give the
farmers of Ontario a tax on food, and
what would the effect be on Nova
Scotia ? It might benefit the'coal inter-
ests, but would work tothe general in-
jury of the Province. The result also of
the imposition of a duty would be a
retaliation against Great Britain. It
might shut out a few tons that come
into Quebec and as far as Montreal, but
no reasonable person can expect that
we can successfully carry coals to
Ontario. Such being the case, the re-
sult of the duty will be to tax the
people who purchase the coal. It is
impossible that it could affect the
Americans to that extent as to induce
them to lower their duty. We had
far better show that we have a more
correct idea of the true principles of
trade, and follow the example of the
mother country in such matters. The
true method to promote the mining
and other interests of Nova Scotia, is
to refuse to inaugurate the protective
policy we have heard so much about
lately. Protection means taxation,
and by adopting such a system, the
cost of living will be increased ; con-
sequently the cost of the production of
coal will be augmented. Still, if the
people are willing to be taxed to the
amount proposed, I cannot object ; but
what I have adduced is an argument
against the system, and I hope the
Ministry will consider it if they con-
template any change in the tariff. I
trust they will not inaugurate a pro-
tective policy and put increased taxa-
tion on the coal-producers of Nova
Scotia.

I know that to some extent the
sentiments I have uttered may be used
against me in my own county. The
cry with a few there is "Protect our
industries," and by those it will be
said that a man from Pictou, represent-
ing coal interests, was opposed to pro-
tective duties. But, nevertheless,
these are my sentiments, and I am
disposed to utter only what are my
honest convictions. I believe it is for
the interest of Nova Scotia, as I nave
no doubt it is for the interest of the
whole Dominion, to firmly resist any-

Mr. CAnMICHATJ.

thing like the beginning of a false,
protective policy.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I should
like to remind my hon. friend for
Leeds that the Customs returns don't
discriminate between salt and coal.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I think it is
very desirable that the Customs re-
turns should discriminate between the
two, and I am satisfied that it could
easily be accomplished. All that is
necessary is to have a simple word in
the entries, and the Hon. Minister of
Customs could call the attention of the
officers to the matter. Where entries
are made it would be easy to give a
discriminating return.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE made a reply to
this suggestion which was not heard
at the reporters' table.

Mr. CURRIER--There is one thing
my hon. friend from Pictou is mistaken
about--the coal used for steam pur-
poses. I know of no steamboats or
stationary engines which use soft coal.
At any rate anthracite is always used in
this part of the country. For heating
our bouses and dwellings anthracite is
altogether employed.

Mr. CARMICHAEL-The more
reason why anthracite should be in-
cluded.

Mr. MACKAY-I understood the
bon. member for Pictou to state that he
deems it almost impossible to organize
a trade between Nova Scotia and
Ontario which would be mutually bene-
ficial. When a statement of that kind
is made the House should be placed in
possession of the authority on
which it rests. I think the hon.
gentleman is very much mistaken.
On one or two occasions some three
years ago, when coal was costing at the
pit's mouth $3.50 per ton, and when
freights to the United States were in
some instances as high as $5, I think
the experiment was tried of sending
coal to Toronto, and it was discovered
we could not compete with our neigh-
bours across the lines. But the hon.
gentleman has not mentioned that there
is a great difference between the price
now and then. That which then cost
$3.75 a ton f.o.b. can now be purchased
in Nova Scotia for $2 and less per ton,
and I contend that if we can send a-
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very large quantity to the Province of
Quebec-if we can send as far west as
the city of Montreal, and can compete
with the United States there-if our
tenders are received by the Grand
Trunk Railway to the exclusion of
those of the United States-I contend
that we can send as far as Toronto, if
not further, were some little induce-
ment held out to us. It might be un-
wise to suggest that a duty could be
placed on every ton of coal sent to
Ontario, but if a trade was established
between the Provinces, that tax could
be returned. I am satisfied that the
people of Nova Scotia would be per-
fectly willing to have a tax upon the
flour which is now imported from the
United States as a return. I represent
a constituency that would certainly
agree to such an arrangement, and I
will say further that the constituency
the hon. gentlemen represents feels
precisely as I do on the subject. I
doubt very much if the hon. gentleman
would feel safe in expressing the sen-
timents in his country that he has
uttered in this House.

Mr. CARMICHAEL-The hon.
member for Cape Breton said I gave no
grounds for stating that coal cannot
be carried to Ontario. I thought the
reason was obvious to every member.
For instance, my lion. friend has stated
that the price of coal has been very
much reduced. That is very true.
Coal sold in Pictou this season at
$2.10 per ton. The common price,
indeed, was $2.20. The very lowest
freights this year, and every person
is aware they were very much de-
pressed, were $2. That makes $4.10 for
the coal, without insurance or other
charges, delivered in Montreal. Now
I have been told that the Grand Trunk
has made contracis for coal delivered
in Detroit for $3.50. A gentleman
acquainted with the subject informs me
that freights this season have ranged
from $1 to $2, but put on $1.75 for
freight to any portion of Ontario on the
Lakes, and that, with cartage, brings
the coal up to above $6 per ton. If it
be true, tas stated-and a member of
this House, who is a coal owner deal-
ing now in the United States, is my
authority--that coal is delivered at
Detroit .River at $3.50, how is it possi-

ble to convey coal from Nova Scotia to
compete with it ?

The hon. member has stated that I
would hardly utter those sentiments in
my own county. Even supposing my
opinions are unknown there, which is
unlikely, we have some intelligence,
and look at the papers occasionally, and
it is very possible that such sentiments
as are calculated to do me injury
would find a rapid circulation. But
whatever my convictions are, I am ae-
customed to give them free utterance.

Mr. MoGREGOR---I heartily en-
dorse the remarks of the hon. gentle-
man from Pictou. In Ontario we can
buy soft coal at the mines for 90 cents.
It costs $1.90 for railway freight, 20
cents for pockets to hold it in, 40 cents
for shipping, 40 cents profit for the
dealer, and other charges which bring
it up to $3.50 per ton. Now I am
satisfied that they cannot ship from
Nova Scotia to Ontario and compete
with that, and it is impossible to build
up the trade suggested.

Mr. MACKAY.---Is not the mine to
which reference has been made in the
extreme western portion of Ontario, and
lying immediately contiguous to the
United States ?

Mr. McGREGOR----Well, say 90 cts.
for the coal at the mine; $1.90 from
the mine to the port in Ohio, $1.19
thence to Toronto, 20 ets. for pockets,
and 40 ets. profit-that makes $4.50. I
am an old shipper and can assure the
House that the hon. member for Cape
Breton cannot possibly ship coal for that
amount to Toronto. It is therefore im-
possible to put enough duty on to force
us to deal with Nova Scotia. We
should be very happy to deal with lier,
as I think it is out of our line to trade
with our American friends; but if we-
can save $2 a ton it is our duty and
interest to do it.

Mr. MACKAY-By permission of the
House I should 1 ke to ask one ques-
tion---(" order.") I think the subject
is ofsufficient importance for hon. mem-
bers to bear with me a little longer.
Can any member from Toronto inform
us as to the price of coal in that city
in the months of December and Janu-
ary. I was there during those months
and the coal to which reference has
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been made was $6.25 per ton instead
of $3 and some odd cents.

Mr. McGREd;OR-The hon. gentle-
nan is speaking of what it cost de-
livered in a man's yard. Of course,
after it is landed at the wharf, there is
hoisting, dockage, carriage to the man's
place, and the profits of the third deal-
er, which bring up the price.

Mr. DYMOND-The hon. member
wants to know what bituminous coal
,cost in Toronto in December last. I have
had the same experience as others in
that city, and the price of coal bouglit
by the single ton and delivered in the
yard was from $5.50 to $6. I desire
to bear testimony to another matter
on which I had an opportunity of
making, some observations, namely,
the importation into Ontario of coal
from the Maritime Provinces during
the existence of the now celebrated
national policy. I think if there are
any gentlemen here who are desirous
of imposing a tax on coal in return for
other advantages, they might take a
lesson from th experience obtained
on that occasion. I believe just two
small vessels freighted with coal did,
by some means, reach Toronto. I
hope my hon. friend will never send
us any more coal of that kind if he
expects us to burn it. It would be
dear at any price or for any purpose.
I visited the yard where it was stored,
_and heard the opinion expressed by
the dealer. At that time we
had to pay 50 cents per ton
on coal burned in Ontario, and
nobody in Ontario was any better
for it. That was the practical experi-
-enee we had on the occasion. What
we felt to be, shall I say iniquitous, in
that tax was, that it fell upon a sinall
portion of the community only-name-
ly : the population of our frontier
towns. Of course, when we get fur-
ther into the country where wood be-
comes cheaper, people can obtain fuel
of another kind, but where our manu-
factories are, where o1ir dense and
poorer population is, there the weight
of the coal tax fell. I remember the
gentleman who then represented East
Toronto, forgetting the vote he gave in
the House, declared on the hustings
that he would have been an unjust and
.dishonorable man if he had ever voted
for that coal tax.

Mr. MACKAY.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I had not in-
tended to speak on this question, but I
feel called upon to make some remarks
in reply to the allusion which has been
made by the hon. member for North
York to the national policy. He has
-emphatically condemned it not only
on the present but on former occasions.
After a very general expression of
opinion on both sides of the House in
favour of meeting the prohibitory tariff
of the United States upon articles,
the growth and produce of
Canada, by a similar tariff, the
Government of which I bad not then
the honour to be a member introduc-
ed their policy imposing a duty of 50
cents per ton on coal, and a duty upon
salt, grain and several other articles.
It is truc that duty was subsequently
abandoned. Although a number of
hon. gentlemen, among them my hon.
friend from North Oxford and Mr.
McGillwho was then member for Hamil-
ton, and who, I am happy to say, has
no longer a seat in this House, were
the loudest advocates in favour of
adopting a policy of that kind, when
they found the Government were
disposed to meet their patriotic
declarations in favour, not of a retali-
atory policy in reference to the United
States, but a reciprocity tariff, then
they formed a combination to em-
barrass the Government and to pre-
vent them from carrying out the very
views they had themselves expressed.
There was one honourable exception
to this;-Mr. Cameron of South Huron.
I will do him the credit to say lie resis-
ted all party seduction on that occasion,
and refused to abandon or obstruct a

Çovernment that had consented to
adopt the policy lie urged upon them.
The hon. member for South Oxford,
after urging the Government to adopt
that policy, and after they were
committed to it, not only voted
against it, but joined his party in
endeavouring to obstruct us in every
possible way. Under the circum-
stances, the Government were placed
in a position of very great embarrass-
ment. The majority by which they
were enabled to carry this poliêy was
a very small one, only seven or eight.
After a year's experience, some' of the
gentlemen who had previously sup-
ported that policy objected to its con-
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tinuance, and the Government were
compelled to abandon it owing to the
bad faith of the hon. gentlemen who
had been loudest in urging it upon
them. Although it was only a year
on the Statute Book, it was long
enough in existence to dissipate the
objections that had been raised against
it. When it was proposed to adopt a
policy by which we should have, if
not free trade, a reciprocity in
tariffs-a policy that would have,
more than anything else could
strengthened the Free-Trade party in
the United States-how were we met
by the hon. gentlemen on the opposite
side of the House, now sitting on the
Treasury Benches ? They said we can-
not afford to excite the hostility of the
United States; it will be fraught with
danger and disaster. That was one of
the objections. Another was that it
would have the effect of very largely
raising the prices of some of these ar-
ticles-coal, for instance-without giv-
ing any benefit whatever to the country
which produced them. The experiment
was tried for a single year, and as
every person who has paid attention to
the subject knows, there never was a
time in Canada when coal was cheaper
in Quebec and Montreal than duriag
that period. What was the effect in
the United States ? Was there exas-
peration, excitemont, or any attempt to
injure us ? No, the natural resuit fol-
lowed. No sooner had we imposed a
duty of 50 cents per ton on coal than
the duty on the same article in the
United States was reduced froni $1.25
to 75c. per ton. There was also an
immediate reduction of duty on pota-
toes and several kinds of lumber, and
though the policy was in force but one
year, Canada has reaped the benefit of
it ever since. The result was to stim-
ulate the coal trade in Nova Scotia,and
the competition engendered by the in-
vestment of $12,000,000 in that inter-
est had the effect of bringing down
prices in this country. The arguments
of the hon. member for Pictou are
suicidal. I give him credit for carn-
estness, because he knows they must
be distasteful to his constituents, but
he forgets the results which will fol-
low the adoption of such a policy as
has been proposed. Two objects would
be attained. The protection to flour

from the great Province of Ontario
would fully meet and counterbalance
all they would lose by the duty on
coal. You would have the revenue if
you did not succeed in bringing Nova
Scotia coal into Ontario. The con-
sumers would pay, as others have
contribute their share to the revenues.
The trade which would follow the
adoption of this policy, by sending car-
goes of flour down and bringing coal
back, would have the effect ofreducing
freight, while at the same time it
would foster the industries of the
country. That is not all. You would
protect Ontario against the great dan-
ger of leaving her dependent upon
monopolies in the United States which,
after crushing out the coal industries
of our own country, would demand
their own prices. It was the case with
our salt: When that article was dis-
covered at Goderich the United States
manufacturers flooded our markets with
salt, and sold it at a lower priee than it
cost to produce it, for the purpose of
killing that industry.

So it is with reference to all these ar-
ticles. If you want to make this great
Confederation of British North Ameri-
can Provinces a Union in fact as well
as a Union on paper, it is the duty of
the Government-whatever political
party may occupy the Treasury
Benches--to consider with the greatest
care and attention every means by
which inter-provincial trade may be
fostered and promoted. Is there any
great injustice in asking the people of
Ontario to submit to a taz of 50
cents or 75 cents per ton on coal ?
You say it is sectional because Ontario
alone has to bear the imposition of that
tax; but that tax is a comparatively
small amount. But what did the hon.
Minister of Finance do the Session be-
fore last? HRe came down to this
House and asked us to impose a
duty of one dollar per ton on the con-
struction of foreign shipping built in
Canada. Who were going to pay that
duty? Who was that tax going to fall
upon, at a time when the shipping trade
of the Dominion was in a depressed
condition ? Take the trade returns
and you will find that Ontario with her
2,500,000 of population built only 7,000
tons of shipping that year, while Nova
Scotia with a population of380,000 built
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84,000 tons. So my hon. friend asks
that this small population should con-
tribute to this country a tax on 84,000
tons while the people of Ontario should
pay it on only 7,000 tons; and yet the
hon. gentleman undertakes to tell us
we should not deal in sectional taxa-
tion. I say there are other means
of promoting trade between the Pro-
vinces. If the cost of transportation is
too great, the interests of Ontario and
Nova Scotia would be promoted if sub-
sidies were given to lines of steamers
for the purpose of transporting flourto
the Maritime Provinces and bring back
côal as return freight without increas-
ing its cost to the people of Ontario,
I am very sceptical as to the cost esti-
mated by some of the hon. gentlemen
of this House of delivering Nova Sco-
tia coal in Ontario. If I mistake not, I
heard one hon. minister state that after
calling for tenders for the delivery of
bituminous coal for the use of the
Government in Ontario, they made
their contract for Nova Scotia coal, for
he said they could get it cheaper
than from the United States. I believe
it is the duty of the Minister of Finance
to give his most careful consideration
to this subject, and that it may resalt in
means being devised that will build up
inter-provincial trade and industries.
I cannot congratulate the member for
Cape Breton on the seconder of this
resolution. I did not intend to say any-
thing on this question, but for the re-
marks of the member for North York.
I cannot permit him to say that the
coal of Nova Scotia is not fit to burn.

Mr. DYMOND--I simply testified to
that which I have seen and that alone.
I saw these two little freights of coal,
and in speaking---not with any profes-
sional knowledge of it---I gave the ac-
count of it that I received from the
dealer.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I cannot per-
mit the character of Nova Scotia coal
to be aspersed in that way. I can
point to the public records, and the
highest authority we can have on this
question-Sir William Logan-who
has testified that we have the finest
bituminous coal in Nova Scotia ever
discovered on the Continent of Amer-
ica. I can also tell that hon. gentlema'i
that the coal which has brought the

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

highest price in this city of Ottawa
he will find to be Nova Scotia coal.
That from the mines of Sydney and
Spring Hill are not excelled in any
part of the United States for fuel pur-
poses, and I regret that my hon.
friend from North York should have
been so unfortunate in his expressions
as to throw out a statement calculated
to prejudice the interests of Nova.
Scotia. There is no industry in
the Dominion to-day suffering more
from the general depression than the
coal interest, and involving as it does a
large amount of men, capital, and
shipping, none requires more careful
consideration on the part of the Gov-
ernment in order to adopt measures
that will remove that depression and
put the trade on a safe footing.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman says that he was an advo-
cate of what he calls a national policy,
although he as never yet developed
his idéas of what a national policy is.
But he was an advocate of this policy
before he became a member of the late
Administration, and he says that lis
opinions prevailed with the late Govern-
ment to adopt it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I -never ý said
anything of the kind. I said, on the
contrary, it was the support volunteer
ed by the gentlemen on the other side
of the House that inducep the Govern-
ment to adopt the policy.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I shall
volunteer the statement then that in
their speeches the hon. gentlemen on
this side of the House did not support
the policy, and there is no doubt
the hon. member for Cumberland
was the active gentleman who pro-
cured the duty on flour entering
into the Maritime Provinces, and
the imposition of a tax on coal intro-
duced irito the Province of Ontario.
He opposed all this while a Minister,
and one of his first acts was to abolish
that policy by his own motion.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The hon. gen-
tleman says I abolished the policy ; if
the hon.gentleman turns to the Journals
he will find this is what took place:-
A motion was made to repeal a certain
portion of the duties. The Govern-
ment of which I was a member, and
a number of their friends, voted to
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put all these together in the resolu-
tion so as to have the united strength
,of all interests in order to retain that
policy on the Statute Book; and when
the motion was thus amended the hon.
gentlemen will find that I and the
Administration of which I was a mem-
ber supported it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman will find that they accepted
the motion of this House to abolish
these duties. The Administration at
that time commanded a large
majority of this House; but the
influence of my friend, the mem-
ber from North Oxford, and the thon
member for Hamilton, caused him to
abandon the policy, which my hon.
friend thon declared was purely
patriotic and in the interests of the
country. The hoh. gentleman from
Cumberland is not quite fair in his re-
marks toward the hon. member for
North York. He knows very well
that my hon. friend did not denounce
the Nova Scotia coal as being very bad.
Every coal mine, including those of
Nova Scotia, has a bad article of coal
as well as a good article, and all my
hon. friend said was that a bad article
from a Nova Scotia mine reached
Toronto, although it may not have
been the fault of the mine. Never-
theless, it is perfectly clear that it is ut-
terly impossible to impose any duty less
than two or three dollars per ton,
which will force the coal of Nova
Scotia to the Upper Provinces; and it
is equally impossible to protect the
farmers of Ontario by imposing a duty
on foreign flour coming into the coun-
try; because -what governs the flour
market is not the price in Canada, but
the price in the European markets;
and what governs every kind of grain
going to Europe is the European
market. It is a mere matter of con-
venience to the manufacturers to have
a duty imposed on grain imported into
this country. The hon. gentleman
knows that salt cannot be protected by
a duty on salt when we have the rich-
est salt wells in the world. and we
are able to produce at one dollar or a
dollar and a half per barrel a better
article than they charge two dollars
Per barrel for in Michigan. It.is so pre-
Posterous to say that the salt interest
has been fostered by protection that I

am amazed at the hon. gentleman at
this period of our history making such
a remark. We know very well that a
great deal of the flour imported into
Halifax. St. John and other ports of
the Maritime Provinces is imported as
return freights from the ports of Bos-
ton, New York and Portland, by vessels
carrying other produce to these ports,
and the imposition of a duty means
simply to make these people pay more
for their flour or give them less for
their freights-he may take it in any
way he pleases. It is not my intention
to say anything on the general policy
indicated iv the hon. gentleman-occa-
sionally on the one side, and occasion-
ally on the other. I have heard the
hon. gentleman as a fierce advocate of
protection, but I defy any person
who has listened to him to-day or at
any other time to say ho is an advo-
cate for protection for aiything except
for a few articles on which he expects to
make some political capital and create
local excitement in some circles. The
hon. gentleman did not propound a
fixed policy on matters of trade; but
wheneveri he is prepared to discuss
matters of trade policy I shall be
ready to meet him and take
issue with him if I object to the
course ho pursues. I have sometimes
been able to boast of the hon. gentle-
man as an ally in questions of trade
policy, and I hope to utilize him yet in
that character; but I do him the justice
to say that there is not a gentleman in
this House who is able to propound a
trade policy of any kind who will not
find the hon. member for Cumberland
at some turn or other as an ally ofhis.
With regard to the motion before the
Iouse, it will be interesting to show the
various classes of coal and the amounts
that come into the country, and it will
be an interesting question to know how
far any legislation we can adopt in
this country is likely to affect the coal
imports. No one can doubt the extreme
importance of the the coal interest of
Nova Scotia, and no one will be dis-
posed to do anything that can be done,
more than I am in order to
place that trade, if this be possible
through any act of ours, upon a botter
footing than it occupies at present.

Mr. OLIVEiR-I had no intention of
speaking in this regard, and would
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not have spoken had not the hon. gen-
tleman from Cumberland done me the
honour of making reference to myself,
with respect to a measure which was
passed by this House some years ago
and which, it is very true, I sup-
ported. I then advocated the
levy of a duty upon all grains raised
in Canada as well as upon coal and
salt. I do not know whether it was the
influence of the hon. member for Ham-
ilton and ofmyself that inducedthe Gov-
ernment to impose such a tax, but this
is what I amn led to believe by the re-
marks of the hon. member for Cumber-
berland. However, I no more assumed
credit at that date than now in this
relation, but the influence which was
brought to bear, and which shapad
that policy, was possessed by the
hon. iember for Cumberland, with
whom I went, as he bas stated, to wait
upon the Finance Minister to urge
han to place a duty on grains, salt and
coal. When the policy was laid before
the House this was done with reference
to wheat, flour and the coarser grains
raised in Canada, as well upon salt and
coal, and I supported it; and this course
I would have continued, had not a
change taken place. It was altered at
the instigation of the hon. member for
Cumberland, wheat being left on the
free list. Now, I consider that if we
protect at all

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I must inter-
rupt my hon. friend, and ask on what
authority he says that the hon. mem ber
for Cumberland used any influence to
secure the omission of wheat from the
the list. I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the statement is entirely un-
founded.

M.r. OLIVER-I do not wish to con-
vey the meaning, Mr. Speaker, that
the hon. member for Cumberland used
his influence to have wheat left out.

lHon. Dr. TUPPER-Hear! hear !

Mr. OLIVER-But I mean to say
that after the policy was changed the
hon. member's influence was brought
to bear upon the Government to secure
its adoption. Wheat was omitted,
and the only vote I cast against the
policy of the Government at the time,
was in this relation :-When Mr. Mac-
donald, who then represented Glen-

garry,but is nowLieutenant Governor of
Mr. OLIVER.

Ontario, moved an amentiment to this
effect-that if wheat was to be kept
on the free list, flour should bear it
company. I supported it. I believed
that if protection was good for the
millers, it should be extended to the
farmers; and after its amendment I
supported the measure until it became
law. The hon. member for Cumber-
land states that he is very much
pleased on account of the defeat of the
gentleman that at that day represented
Hamilton; and I have no doubt that
the defeat of many other gentlemen then
members of the House, who pursued
the same course on that occasion,
would have created within him a lively
sense of satisfaction.

We know wbat happened during the
following year: the measure was dis-
pleasing to the entire country, and the
result was that the Government, with
the assistance of a very large number
of the members of the Opposition, re-
pealed the Act. We have scarcely
heard a word of complaint since.

It appears to me that the proposition
of the hon. mover of this resolution is
to place a duty on coal and wheat, so
as to secure inter-provincial trade----
the policy also ofthe hon. member for
Cumberland. It may answer the pur-
poses of Nova-Scotia coal mine owners,
but would it benefit the residents of
the Western section of the country ?
I think not. I notice in the returns
that we import yearly 660,000 tons of
coal, and if 50 cents per ton additional
duty were imposed, the people in the
Western Provinces would pay annually
$330,000 towards the protection of coal
mine proprietors in Nova Scotia. I don't
believe that it would tend to the latter's
benefit; and what good would result ?
We talk of inter-provincial trade, and
hear a great deal about opening up
new markets for the products of the
West. It is desirable to secure all the
marts possible for this purpose ; but
we should not levy extra taxation to
this end, when we well know that it
will not increase the price of produce.
We are aware that for all our wheat,
flour and grains, there is already
a ready market with prompt pay-
ments in gold. Then why should
we adopt so foolish a course as that
suggested ? On a former occasion there
was some reason in taxing produce
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imported; we were in full possession of
our fisheries, and of the navigation of
the St. Lawrence, and a great many
western people thought that if such
duties wei e levied on American pro-
ducts the United States might be indu-
ced to give us reciprocity. This reason
no longer exists; we do not have the
exclusive ownership of our fisheries,
which are as much American property
as our own for a number of years,
while they have the joint enjoyment
of the navigation of the St. Lawrence
for all time to cone, under the provi-
sions of the Treaty of Washington.
We export to a large extent-over and
above the anount we iinport---of all
kinds of grain--sone thing like eleven
millions of bushels----and would it add
one cent to the price of wheat, or flour,
or the coarser grains, if imposts were
placed on American products ? It would
not.

I may state that notwithstanding
the serions charges repeatedly brought
against myself and others in this regar'd
by the hon. member for Cumberland,
he is the only one who seems not to
see the course I pursued was correct.
I did not wish the millers to benefit by
duties when the farmers were left out
in the cold, at the instigation of
large numbers of millers in the House
supporting the Government. They
wished to keep their mills running
during the scarce season of the year.
I have therefore nothing to explain.
Allow me to tell him that my county
is purely agricultural; also that my
constituents fully approved of my
course, returning me by the majority
of 1,211. I believe, further, that my
present course is correct. We should,
as far as is consistent with the welfare
of the people and the development
of the resources of the country, have
free-trade in all things. What indeed
will be the result if this agitation be
continued ? Everything must be pro-
tected - every single interest from
the Atlantic sea-board to the Pacifie
Ocean ; and I would like to know who
is to pay for all this ?-Why, Sir, the
consuming public ; there is no doubt of
it, and this public is composed of the
agriculturists throughout the length
and breadth of the country in a greater
proportion than any other class.

I was greatly amused with the utter-

ances of rny hon. friend from South
Leeds, who was perfectly willing
to protect soft coal, but hard coal
he desired to have entered free.

Mr. JONES-We have no such coal
in the Dominion.

Mr. OLIVER-Very truc ; but the
coal interests cannot be protected as
long as hard coal is adnitted free of
duty.

Mr. JONES-Why ?
Mr. OLIVER-Why? Hard coal is

universally used in our section, in the
very back settlements of the country.

Mr. JONES-lear, hear.

Mr. OLIVERI----It will be impossible
to protect soft coal without also pro-
teeting hard coal, because the latter
will be used in its stead. If taxation
is levied in this regard, every con-
sumer in he West will pay it without
reaping any corresponding benefit.

Mr. BOWELL-On two or three
occasions since Parliament opened this
subject regarding coal, salt, wheat and
flour duties, has been under the con-
sideration of the House; and I have
not only been surprised, but amused at
the dexterous marnner in which my
hon. friend from North Oxford has
treated it in every instance, giving, as
he has done, each time different
explanations. A short time ago I
leard the hon. member state that it
took exactly twelve months to change
his opinion, and that if the hon.
member for Cumberland had changed
bis views, surely he, a more hum-
ble member, was also justified
in doing so. Now, I find by looking
at the records that it did not take
twelve months for the member for Ox-
ford to change his mind, but only about
a month, as it was only between the
7th of March and the 27th of April
of the same year, and only then when
an opportunity was presented for de-
feating the Government, or placing it
in a false position before the country,
being at the saine time desirous of des-
troying its influence. 'I do not think
that the hon. member has forgotten
the strong protectionist speech be
made on the 7th of March, and lis vote
against his own proposition on the
27th of the following April.

Mr. OLIVER-No; I did not do so.
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Mr. BOWELL-The hôn. member
shakes his head and says' no; but if
he will turn to the Journals and the
Votes and Proceedings of the House,
on the 7th of March, he will find the
following resolution, moved by him-
self, using very strong language in
favour of the principle of protection.
It is recorded: - "That Mr. Oliver
"moved for an Address to His Ex-
"cellency, praying for the imposi-
"tion of an import duty on wheat,

flower, Indian corn, hops, coarse and
"fine salt, and coal." He said the
Government had sent a deputation to
the West Indies and South America
with the view of opening up a trade
Nwith these countries; and then went
on in his argument to say: -

For instance, immense quantities
"of flour were being imported into

the Maritime Provinces, which, if
a proper duty were imposed, would
be supplied by the Upper Provinces."

He went further and stated :-" When-
" ever there was any excitement or un-
"l easiness in any of our local markets---"
the very argument used so forcibly a
few nights ago, by the member for Ha-
minlton, which only a repetition of what
my hon. friend from South Oxford said
in 1870, for he declared :-" Whenever

there was any excitement or uneasi-
ness in any of the local markets the
facilities offered to the United
States were such as to enable them
to step in and undersell Canadians.
For instance, last year we imported
into Canada 1,685,000 bushels of
Indian corn, which comes into direct
competition with our own coarser
grains."»Then, a littlefurther, he said :
The large distillers in the country are
not content to buy Canadian grain,and
had no interest in the local market,
which in consequence suffered great
Iloss." "In coal "-the very question

now under discussion-the hon. mem-
ber said:-" In coal we import $951,000
' worth, and import it in the face of a
'restrictive tariff." There was no

doubt, he said, that if a proper duty
was placed on the article, inter-provin-
·cial traffic, which was predicted in the
Confederation debates, would be
brought about and be beneficial to the
whole Dominion. He also said, in
reference to salt :-" That the object of
'the American manufacturers was to

Mr. OLIVER.

"cripple our markets, and that they
"were succeeding."

I don't know, Mr. Speaker, how any
gentleman advocating the policy of
the protection of national industries,
and of the products of the soil and of the
mine, could by any possibility have
used stronger language than that used
by the hon. member who has been
defending himself to-day, and has
argued during the present Session in
favour of free-trade pure and simple.
It is true the Premier came to his
rescue and selected that very article of
salt to which my hon. friend from
North Oxford referred in 1870.
The Premier asked how it vas pos-
sible that we,|who have the best salt
mines on the continent, could be
crushed out of existence by the impor-
tation of American salt. That argu-
ment was forcible and well answered
by a gentleman who formerly occupied
a seat in this House for South Huron,
Mr. Cameron. And it was in this wise:
le told this House-the debates are on
record-" that the salt producers of
" Syracuse sent their produce to the
" Western sections of Ontario, and sold
"it at a lower price than they did in

the vicinity in which I live, which is
"nearly opposite to the place where it
"is produced, for no other reason than
"to crush the salt industry of this
"country out of existence." So it is at
the present day with almost every
branch of industry ; that is, the
Syracuse salt was sent three or four
hundred miles further and sold cheaper
than in places of three miles from
where it was manufactured. But to
return to my hon. friend's position.
After having made his very strong
protection speech we find him forming
one of a deputation of some 40 or 50
members of this House, who waited
upon the then Finance Minister, Sir
Francis Hincks, to urge the adoption
of a protective policy. No man spoke
more loudly, with more feeling-and
in justice to my hon. friend, I say it-
or more forcibly than did he in favour
of such a course; and that deputation
having been composed of men of all
shades of political opinions, the-
Government came down with
the desired policy. Then what
do we find ? On the 7th of April, a
little more than a month 'after the
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Government had conceded the point
asked in favour of protection, we find
that Mr. Macdonald of Glengary, then
a member of this House, moved to re-
store flour and meal, the very articles
upon which the member for North
Oxford asked to have a duty imposed,
tothe free list. On the very next day
the name of the hon. member for
North Oxford was recorded in favour of
that motion, and in oppositlon to that
which he had asked the Government to
do. That is the only charge upon that
point whichh as been preferred against
the hon. gentleman by the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland.

-Mr. OLIVER-Allow me to maie
one reiark. I have never denied the
statement. I always stated that I
voted for the amendment, and gave
my reason on other occasions for doing
so. That reason was that the Gover-n-
ment, in place of leaving the taritf as
it was first introduced, made a change
and left wheat out.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Allow me to
correct the statement just made by the
hon. member for IIastings-that that
was the only charge I made. I rmade
-t much wider charge than the one
mentioned. It was that the lion.
gentleman (Mr. Oliver) having induced
the Government to adopt a policy
which alienated a considerable section
of their own supporters, turned round
and on that very tariff joined in vote
after vote and endeavoured to break
down the Government.

Mr. BOWELL--That is precisely
what I was coming to. So far as the
vote I alluded to was concerned, that
was the only charge against the hon.
member for North Oxford, and it was
dexterously parried by the introduc-
tion of the question of wheat. I quite
agree with the hon. gentleman that a
duty should also have been imposed on
wheat; but I find no record that the
proposition first introduced by the
Government of that day was subse-
quently changed. I do know, however,
that the whole policy one year after
was altered. But I cannot understand
why a man who believes in the theory
and propriety of the imposition of
duties upon a number of articles, and
discovers that he cannot get all he
asks, must then turn round and

18s

vote against the whole. Theie
seems to be a difficulty in carrying on
a strictly party Government as it is in
this House, for we find a man advocat-
ing the imposition of a particular duty
on a particular article, and before the
words cease to reverberate through the
halls, especially if he soes an opportu-
nity ofdefeating a Government against
which he as arrayed himself, he does
not hesitate to eat his own words and
swallow any resolution which may
have been proposed by himself. It
would thus appear that a man's own
consistency was of much less conse-
quence than the turning out of a Gov-
ernment. No matter what policy my
lion. friend may have advocated, or
what resolutions he may have moved, if
he voted against that policy and against
a motion he himself made, it is quite
evident that lie was willing the farming
interest, in fact every interest, should
suffer so long as the Administration
was defeated.

On the gene:al question I arn, to all
intents and purposes, a Protectionist-
you may terni it old fogeyism if you
please. iMy experience and study have
convinced me of this fact, that in all
new countries where industries are de-
veloping, the proper policy for a Min-
istry to adopt is one which will pro-
tect those industries until they are
able to stand alone. In the past, both
in England and in the United States,
such a policy bas been followed. Those
countries have grown under it, and be-
come wealthy, and their example
warns us that free-trade is not adapt-
el to Canada at present. I don't pre-
tend to deny--it would be folly to do
so-that as an abstract principle, free-
trade may appear correct; but like
many other theories which look well
in argument, the moment you reduce it
to practice we find it cannot be carried
out. I hold that the true policy for
Canada at this day, if we ever desire
reciprocal trade with the United
States, is to legislate exclusively
for ourselves, without any respect
whatever to our neighbours. The
only way to do good is to place
ourselves in a position that when they
(the United States) shall desire free-
trade with us we shall have something
to give them in return. We should not,
as in the past, surrender everything to
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them. We should not have given
them free navigation and other rights
as we did under the Washington
Treaty, which every member will re-
collect I opposed and voted against in
the last Parliament. We find the present
Government, however, sending an am-
bassador down to Washington to give
up the pecuniary benefits we expected
to derive from the difference between
the value of their fisheries and ours.
And what is the consideration ? To
enable us to get into their markets to
sell the products of the West and the
coals of the East.

They treated us just as I anticipated
they would, and as I believe they will
on all future occasions when demands
of a similiar character are made ; and
for this reason-we have nothing to
offer them in reture for the reciprocal
advantages we may seek. They contend
that their fisheries are quite as valua-
ble as our own, and that the benefits
they ext nd to us urder the Washing-
ton Treaty are sufficient compensation
for any ditference-if such exist-in
the value of the fisheries of the Mari-
time Provinces; and, in this regard,
they will no doubt secure the best of
the bargain, as has been the case in
connection with almost every treaty
they have negotiated with Great Bri
tain, whether a question of boundaries
or trade were concerned. Our
only proper course is to block
tbem in every port of this country.
I am prepared to carry out
the policy enunciated a short
time ago by a gentleman who occupies
a high position in the Dominion, hold-
ing that we should have reciprocity, if
not in free-trade, at least in the shape
of a protective tariff. Until that day
arrives we will never prosper.

Mr. MILLS-Would you put a tax
on coal ?

Mr. BOWELL---I would.
Mr. KILLAM-How much?
Mr. BOWELL-I care not how much;

--but at all events enough to protect
your coal interests in Nova Scotia. If
we do not adopt this course with regard
to all coal-although anthracite is
largely used in the part of the country
where I live-the INova Scotian article
will never be properly protected.
While I ask for a full protection for

Mr. BOWELL.

the farmers' interests, I am quite ready
to extend it to the fullest extent and
secure a protective tariff in favour of
every single article we produce in tbis
country, more particularly if these
products are kept out of the American
market by duties.

IIon. Mr. MITCHELL-I did not
intend to speak on this question, and I
would not do so, did I not wish to refer
to some renarks which have been
made by the Hon. Premier, with
reference to the coal trade. When it is
stated we can compete with theUnited
States in this connection it must be-
remembered that there are points
Leyond which we cannot do so.
Terminating at the mouth of the
Lachine Canal, as far as Montreal is
concerned, Nova Scotia can compete
with American coal, and is year after
year maintaining its own; but ere we
can find a market in Ontario, we must
have the St. L awrence Canails deepened
to eighteen or nineteen feet, in oider to
enable our vessels to pass up to the west-
ern ports on the Lakes. At Montreal
it costs thirty cents per ton to discharge
coal from one vessel into another, and
if we were to supply Ottawa or any
western city, we must transfer it to
the canal boats, losing b7 delay,
renewal of insurances, and other
expenses in this relation.

While I an a Free-Trader, I hold if
we cannot get reciprocity in trade,
give then a touch of reciprocity in
tariff. I would like to have the canal
question considered in connection with
tiis. If this Dominion is to be bound
together by commerce as well as by
political ties, there must be an ex-
change of products. The hon. member
for North Oxford says the effect of the
national policy which he was so
anxious to have adopted, and for
which he voted, was to put $330,000
taxes on Ontario, but he forgot to say
that the snaller population of the
Maritime Provinces toolk 700,000 bar-
rels of Ontario flour, paying $380,000
taxes for the protection which that
national policy gave their industries.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Both sides lost.
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-The ques-

tion of protection, I suppose, will be
discussed when the Administration
bring down their policy, and then I
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will be prepared to stat? what myv
opinion is on that subject.

Mr. YOUNG--I think the hon.
members for Cumberland and North
Hastings have very unfairly attacked
the hon. member for North Oxford.
Hlowever, his constituents vill regard
the assault of the Deputy Leader ofthe
Opposition as a high recommendation.
An attempt has been made to represent,
him as inconsistent. I cannot see the
slightest inconsistency. le says lie
voted against the national policy after
one year's experience lad shown him
that it was unsuitable to the eountrv.
11e surelv cannot be blaned for having
voted aceording to bis convictions.
We have heard further that though
lie went on a deputation to urge
the Govornment to put a duty upon
certain articles, he voted against
the saie prp) 1)ositioi a few days
after. But the exp!anation is easiiy
understood. le states distinctly that he
reason he so voted was becatse wheat
had been left ont ofthe dutiable portion
of thetariff with a view to conciliate eer-
tain other interests ; and that he, as re-
presenting an agricultun al community,
felt in duty bound to refuse the other
portions of the taritf unless wleat was
ineluded in the list. H1e voted against
the Government on that o easion, and
the reasons ho gave for his conduct aie
perfectlv satisfhetory and consistent.
But I do not think it lies in the nouth
ofthe hon. member for Cumberland to
speak of inconsisteney with regard to
this question of tariff. If my bon.
friend from North Oxford changed bis
position in one year, I can show that
the nember for Cumberland changed
his vote in a few minutes on that ques-
tion. When the Government brought
down their tariff in 1871, it was pro-
posed that the policy known as the
national policy should be changed, and
the majority of the House so decided.
There was a resolution noved shortly
afterwards by the hon. member for
Hastings to this effect, seconded by
Mr. Brown:-

" That in view of the negotiations now
pending at Washington between representa-
tives on the part of the British Empire and the
United States, touching questions which may
lead to a renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty,
it is in the opinion of this flouse inexpedient
to repeal the duties now imposed upon certain
articles enumerated in section two of the

1s .

Bill as amended. Be it therefore resolt1 tla t
the Bill do not now pass, but that it be re
ferred back-to Committee of the Whole, for
the purpose of expunging all the words be-
tween the word 'coke' and the words 'is hereby
repealed' in section two of said Bill."

This, Sir, was in fact a proposition
to retain the duties on wheat coal
and coke. And I find among those
who voted against it was Sir Francis
Hineks, and further down on the liht was
the name of the hon. member for Cunm-
berland. So that if my bon. friend
fr-om 'North Oxford cbanged bis poÀlion
in one year on that questio], my hon.
friend from Cumberland chnged his
in a few minutes. But look at the
action of the Gorver nment. The first
Session the duties on these articles
were taken off; the very niext vear
tbey were reimposed, and the tollowiming
vear were repealed. We all know whenî
that took ,place on the floor of this
House --when it was sought the thirdi
time to reimupose the (uties--- ihe
Finiance Mînuster cane down aid
stated that uhwas his iltenion with
regard to wheat nad those other art -

les, but before he lett le announced
that the Governîment intended Io
change their Opinion. And thei b -
tween ,lx anl f-past six lie caie
again to tle Ilau<è :int iîmtcrrned iei
tlIat lite Governm Ient initended to in t-
pose tiese duties. Sa they changet
tiheir pobiey every vear for tle first
four years they were in power, and
twice mn a single day.

At thiis point the SPEAXER called :r.
Young to order, as his renarks were
not relevant to the question heiore Ile
louse.

The motion was earried.
lon. Mr. CA RTWIIGHT--I widi

to lay on the Table the statenient u
revenue and expenditutre of the Dn-
inion up to the 10th of February.

WELLAND CANAL.

Mr. McCALLUM moved an Address
to lis Excellerney the Governor Genie-
ral for copies of all correspondence
between the Department of Public
Works and the Superintendent of the
Welland Canal as to the damages to,
lands along the Grand River by raiein-
the water in the up-er level of the said
canal; also copies of all instructions to
val uators in valuing said damages ; also
of reports, if any, made by valuators
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to the Government in the years 1874-
75; als), the amount of damages paid,
or to be paid, to diffèrent parties, giv-
ing number of acres paid for or to be

paid for.
He said:---My object in placing this

inotion in your hands, Mr. Speaker, is
that the people I have the honour to re-
p:eent mii this House have a grievance
against the (overinment. The Domin-
ion Goverernent sone years ago, by
instructions to their engineer, raised
the banks of the upper level of the WYe-
land Canal, thereby raising the water
nuch higher for 15 mi les than formerly.
By that ncans they have flooded

:a considerable armout of land along the
Grand River. The natter was brc ught
before tlie notice of the G1overnrent
last year, and surveyors were sent to
value the land, but still the parties
have not been paid fbr the land.

At Six o'clock the Ilouse adjourned.

IIOUSE OF CODIMONS.

FRiAy, February 25th.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

AfLer RoutiLe -

REPORTS AND BILLS.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD presented the
Annual Report of the Minister of the
Interior, also a Report on the Geology
and Resources of the region in the
vicinitv of the Forty-Ninth Parallel
from the Lake of the Woods to the
Rocky Mountains, by George Mercer
Dawson, Geologist and Botanist to the
Boundary Commission.

Mr. THOMPSON (Hialdimand) in-
troduced a Bill intituled " An Act to
incorporate the Canada Fire and
Marine Insurance Co."

Mr. JOHN MACDONALD (Toron-
to) introduced a Bill intituled " An Act
to authorize the shareholders to the
Union and Permanent Building So-
•ciety to change the nane of said So-
ciety."

Mr. IRVING introduced a Bill inti-
tuled "AnAct to enable W. Smith Amies
to obtain letters patent for a new and
ziseful article of Artificial Manure."

.r. MCCALLUM.

Mr. JETTE ntrodueed a Bill intitu-
led "An Act to amend the Act respect-
ing the Citizen Insurance Investment
Company."

EXPENSES oF ELECTION TRIALS.

lon. Mr. BLAKE moved that on
Tuesdav next the louse will resolve
itself into a Committee of the 'Whole
to consider the following resolu-
tion:-

'' Thrt it is expedient to provide that the
travelling expenses of the Judge and all e-
penses incurred by the Sheriff or other officer
in consequence of any sitting for trial, and for
providing a Court room and any accessories
under the Bill (No. 13) intituled . ' An Act to
make more effectual provision far the adminis-
tration of tle Law re lating to corrupt practices
at Elections of Members of the House of Com-
mons,' shall be defraved out of any moneys
which may be provided by Parliament fr the
purpose.

The motion was carried.

SALARIES OF COUNTY COURT JUI)GES IN
NOVA SCOTIA.

lon. Mr. BLAKE moved the recelp-
tion of the Report of the Committee
of the Whole on tho followin(g resolu-
tion:--

"1. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that the salaries of the County Court Judges
of the Province of Nova Scotia shall be as fol-
lows:-

"Six County Court Ju.dges,
each...........................$2,000 per annum

The County CourtJudges
for the County of Hali-
fax ................ 2,400 per annum

and that to each of the County Court Judges
there may be paid for actual travelling
expenses such sum not exceeding the rate of
$200 per annum as may be allowed by the Gov-
ernor in Council.

" 2. Resolved, That the salary of any of the
said County Court Judges receiving less than
$2,400 per annum shal after a period of three
years service as such County Court Judge be
$2,400 per annum with travelling expenses as
aforesaid.

"3. Resolved, That the said salaries and allow-
ances may be paid out of any unappropriated
moneys forming part of the Consolidated Re-
venue Fund of Canada.

" 4. Resolved, That the 8th section of the Act
passed in the 37th year of Her Majesty's Reign,
ntituled 'An Act to amend the Act 36th

Victoria, Chapter 31, for the re-adjustment of
the salaries of Judges and other purposes.'
shall apply to the said County Court Judges in
the Province of Nova Scotia, and that they
shall be entitled to the same retiring allow-
ance or annuity on the same condition and
payable in the same manner as if they were
expressly referred to and included in the eaid
section."

The motion was carried.
A Bill founded on the resolution was

introduced and read the first time.
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ASSISTANT INSPECTORS OF PENITEN-
TIARIES.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved the recep-
tion of the report of the Committee of
the Whole on'the following resolution ;

"Resolved, That it is expedient to provide that
the Assistpnt Inspectors of Peaitentiaries to
be appointéd under the Bill intituled ' An Act
to provide for the appointment of Assistant
Inspectors of Penitentiaries in Manitoba and
British Columbia,' shall each receive a salary
not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars
per annum and travelling expenses, to be de-
termined by the Governor in Council."

The motion was carried.
lon. Mr. BLAKE moved that the

resolution be referred to the same Coin-
mittee as the Conimittee on Bill Num-
ber 2.

The motion was carried.

CRIMINAL STATISTICS.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved the recep-
tion of the report of the Committee of
the Whole on the following resolition:

" 1. Resolved, That is expedient to provide
that the Minister of Agriculture, or such other
Minister as is mentionéd in the Bill intituled,
' An Act to make provision for the collection
and registration of the Criminal Statistics of
Canada,' shall cause to be paid out of any
moneys which may be provided by Parliament
for that purpose, to any Clerk, Officer or
Sheriff filling up and transmitting the sche-
dules required under the first section of the
the said' Bill the sum of one dollar and the
further sum of five cents for each case com-
prised in such schedule ; and to any officer
tra.nsmitting the returns required under the
second section thereof the sum of one dollar."

The motion was carried.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved that the
resolutions be referred to the same
Committee as Bill Number 3.

The motion was carried.

THE BUDGET.
lon. Mr. CARTWRIGIHT-Mr.

Speaker,-In rising to move the
resolution which I an about
to place in your. hands, I may say
at the ontset that it would be both idle
and dishonest on my part to attempt
to conceal from the House, that the
circumstances under which we meet
are such as deserve our verv
gravest consideration. It is unfortu-
nately too true that we are now
passing and have been passing for a
period of several months, through a
commercial crisis great and almost
unparalleled in severity; and, although
I think that the statement made by

His Excellency in his opening Address,
t) Parliament, that the distress ii
question was rather local and spccial
than general, and that the great
bulk of our people still continue to
enjoy a condition of reasonable pros-
perity-although I think that that
statemtent is true, and admits of reason-
able denonstration, still I am not at
all disposed to deny that there are-
cases of great hardship existing in this
country. At the saie time. Sir, J
tbink I am justified in saying that,
although the particular crijis and
the particular fbrin which it hias as-
sumed, were not, in the very nattmre
of tlings, and covld not be, caler-
lated upon ; still, as the Hlouse is aware
I have always contended, fiorm the fact
that there is a1 very considerable
dimiaution in our imporis into tis
country, and of the revenue derived
therefrom, that this night not un-
reasonabl*ybe expected. This, in eff'ect,
was foreseen, and to a consierable
extent (isoujnted befoieiand. And I
think I shall be able to show the House
iliat there are certain important miti-
gating circunistances whiIch mnav go#
far to relieve the apprelhension w'hich
many persons have, not mnnatur-
ally expressed at the state of things
which at present exists. Without at
ali desiring to underestimate the gri'a-
vity of the commercial crisis to which
I have referred, I believe, Sir, that
this country has had other and much
graver crises in its history tian the
one through which we are now passing,
and that it bas emerged fiom theim
comparatively without injur'y to its
reproductive powers. It may appear
paradoxical to say so, but in ny judg-
ment the position of this country is
really far less dangeroua to day than it
was two or three years ago. And I
make this assertion the more pointedly
because I see that certain parties, both
in this House and out of it, are in dan-
ger of falling into an error which I
desire to correct so far as in me lies. A
few years ago, as everybody in this:
louse knows, many persons were be-
trayed into undue confidence froin
supposing that the remarkable expan-
sion which had then taken place indi-
cated an absolute substantial progress.
Now, I never desired or intended to deny
that there was underlying that expan-
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sion a really great and genuine growth
of this country ; but I took occasion
more than once to declare that it was
not wise to base our policy on the
hypothesis of the balance of the expan-
sion to which I have referred, at pré-
sent. Sir, the cause is exactly opposite.
In place of undue confidence we have
undue alarm, and undue apprehension;
and as might have been expected, we
find that from bring over confident we
are now in a state of what 1 may
alnost call eowardly alarm.

Oa that occasion I deprecated that
over confidence-as I think the IIouse
w-ll admit not without sufficient 'ca-
ýson -and I deprecate now the undue
apprelieision which I perceive to
exît, as I hope and believe on eqjually
fÉse grounds. I think this country,
as I have state I before, will be able
t) weather vithout permanent injury
the commercial squall-cmmercial
tornado if yon will-by which it is
at piesent assailed, and althoughu I
dL) not inten I to enlarge on this point
at present, I thiik, betore the debate
closes i shall be able to show some
reasoniable ground for entertaining that
opinion.

Now, Sir, my first duty ou the pr-
sent occasion is to review as briefly as
i conveniently can the position ot this

ouintry in the year which has just
c and that is of the more im-

portance, because the resuilts of the
year's operations require to be care-
fully considered in view of their bear-
ing 1)t only upon the present year,
b:r alsio with reflrence to certain mat-
terswhich occurred in the past. If
the IeIuse will look at the Publie Ac-
coun s which have been laid upon the
table, they will porceive that the total
ordinary revenue for the year which
closed ou the 39th of June, 1875,
amounted frnom al sources to $24,648,
-715; and the ordinary expenditure
during the saine period to $23,713,-
071, leaving a balance of $935,644.
They wiIl also perceive froin the trade
and naviga ion returas that vhereas
the total importation in the year end-
ing 301-h June, 1874, amounted to
$127,404,169, the total importation
during the year which has just closed
only amounted to $119,618,657, show-
ing a decrease on the importations of
the last year of $7,785,512. The ex-

H1< n Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

ports during 1873-4 amounted to $89,-
351,928, while for the year which has
just closed they amounted t) $77,886,-
979, showing a decrease of $11,464,-
949.

It may be well to point out that of
that decrease of nearly eleven and a
half millions, about one million was
due to a diminution in the amount of
bullion exported, and about three and
a half to a diminution in the expor-
tation of goods not the produce of
Canada. The total diminution of im-
ports and exj)orts amounted therefore
to no less than $19,250,460, being a
total decrease in the volume of the
trade of that year of very nearly
twenty million dollars as compared
with 1873-4.

iNow, Sir, it may bc well perhaps to
call the attention of the House to the
faet that in the receil)ts and ex)endi-
turcs for the past year will be found a
certain number of cross entries vhich
swell the totals a little more than
would be otherwise the case. This
will be chiefly observed in the interest
columns, and the cause of it was
this: As lion. gen lemen know, we
were comnpelled to pay off a very
c msiderable p)rtion of the public
debt maturing in London on the lst of
July, 1875 ; and to do so ve were
obliged to keep a eonsiderable amount
of money lying there at interest. The
receipts and disbursemnents on this
account may therefore be considered
as accidental, a-d practically balance
each other. Moreover, in the process
of paying off the Seignorial Indemnirty
u) to the 1st of January, 1875, a large
additioial charge was inflicted on the
present year, as I find, for some reason
or other, contrary to the usual prac-
tice, that the interest which matured
on this fund up to the 1st of July,
instead of being charged, as custonary
to the past year, has been habitually
charged to the current year. I may

There is another item towhiclh atten-
tion should be directed, 1le item of'
$121,700, put down as a charge for
the survev made between ourselves
and the U~nited States. Now, I think
that I mentioned in the Budget Speech
of 1875, that this particular sum cf
money had been actually expended in
1873-4, but that owiig to a delay iii
the transmission of the vouchers on the
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part of the limperial authorities, we
were not able to include it in the
-ordinary disbursements of that year.
This item, although charged to 1874-5,
really ani properly belonged to 1873-4.

The last and most important item to
which I desire to call the attention of
the House is the item on account of the
change of guage. With respect to this,
I an perfectly well aware that in many
cases whole cost has been charged to
capital account,and I am also aware that
a goodI deal is to be said for that practice,
inasmuch as the change of guage is a
permanent improvement which will
never 'equire to be repeated ; and many
railwI- companies, when it is necessary
to make the change,do h abitually charge
it to capital accoant, taking, however,
in that case, the precaution to charge a
certain portion of that amnount to the an-
nual income for several years to come.
There are obvious reasons why such a
course is not expedient in our case, and,
therefore, after contrence with my
hon. friend beside me, we decided that,
althougLih it was a permanent and use ul
improvement, adding largely to the
efflcienevof the road. Still.as it was the
fact that a certain p)ortion of the rolling
stock was actually destroyed by the
operation, our best course would be to
charge two-thirds to the capital ac-
count, and one-third to the income, but
not to make a further charge here-
aifter.

With respect to the operation going
on of subtituting steel for iron rails,
that is, I think, an item properly
chargeable to incomne, and is intended
to be. I am somewhat particular ln
making this statement, because, as the
House knows, we feel it incumbent
upon Uis, as we are compelled to keep
both a capital and ordinary account,
that we should be very as to
what we allowed to go to that capital
account.

Now, Sir, looking at general resilts,
I think I an justified in saying that
the total result for 1874-5 is on the
whole eminently satisfactory not-
withstand ing the very extraordinary
-charge above referred to. In spite of
the very heavy exceptional charges we
are able to show a good balance, amount-
ing to nearily $1,000,000, and that, too,
in spite of the fact that a very consider-
able proportion of the revenue which

properly belonged to that year was
anticipated in the preceding year.
This is of the more importance, Mr.
Speaker, because there was a very
perceptible diminution in the total
volume of the imports and exports
during that year. It may not be
without interest to make a compari-
son between the total expenditure
for 1873-4 and 1874-5. In 1873-4
we expended a sum of $23,316,000 in
round numbers. Of that, Sir, pay-
ments for interest and subsidy, over
which, as the louse knows, we have
no control, consumed no less than
$10,255,746, leaving the expenditure
in the year ending 30th of June, 1874,
at $13,060,520. In the year 1874-5
our total expenditure amounted to
$23,713,051 ; interest and subsidy,
$11,124,634; while the controllable ex-
penditure was $12,588,437, leaving a
balance in favour of 1874-5 as con-
trasted with 1873-74, on items within
whieh may fairly be called within
the ceontrol of the Government
of $472,083. And if we should
reverse that entry of $121,700 paid
on the account of the boundary survey,
to which I alluded, and place it in the
yèar when that expenditure occurred,
we would have a total balance of not
less than $715,000 of controllable ex-
penditure in favour of 1874-5.

And now, Sir, I come to what is
probably a more interesting, portion
of the present statenient, viz.: to our
)osition for the current vear, 1875-6,

the Ilouse will no doubt pereceive,
froi the statement which I had the
honour to lay upon the table yester-
day, that there bas been a very
serious diminution in our total re-
ceipts for the tirst seven months of this
year. 1 find that up to the 10th Feb-
ruary, 1876, ouir total revenue, from all
sources prol)erly belonging to the con-
solidated fund, amounts to $12,870,785
as against similar receipts for the cor-
responding period List year of
$14,856,121, being a dif-rence, as
nearly as possible, of $2,000,000 against
this year and in favour of last. Now, it
is is quite true that a comparison of
those seven months may possibly, to a
certain extent, deceive the House, and
for this reason: That the receipts
during the first half of 1874-5 were un-
usually large, I believe larger than the
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lon. Minister of Customs at all ex-
pected. However, this falling off,
although very important, is iot quite
as significant as might at first sight
appear. I intended to have laid upon
the table of the House a comparative
statement of the exports and imports
for the last six months, which by per-
mission I will do now, and send to the
hon. member for Cumberland.

From this statement il would appear
that whereas in the half year ended
31st Deeemnber, 1874, we imported and
entered for consumption $69,693.978
in the six mnonths which closed
on the 31st Deceminber last we
only imported for consumption
$51,923,236, sbowing a decrease in
these six months of very nearly $18,-
000,000. On the otaer hand we export-
ed during the corresponding period of
1874 the quantity of 853,740,729, and
during the six months of 1875 we ex-
ported $50,624,845. Now, at present,
I will only say this with respect to that
statement, that although there bas
been a very great and formidable de-
crease in the imports and revenue de-
rivable therefroi, the House will see
with satisfaction that there bas been
a very small decrease in the total
volume of the exports of this country,
and that decrease bas taken place
in only the single article of sawn
lumber, exported to the -United
States. Notwithstanding, )Mir. Speaker,
it is quite true, that the result
of the statement I have laid on the
table shows that the estimates which
I made for the current year must
necessarily be revised. I do not at
all desire to convey to the louse the
idea that I foresaw any such com-
mercial catastrophe as bas overtaken
the country. It is obvious if I had
foreseen it I would iever have pre-
sented the estimates which I then sub-
mitted. I was aware, of course, that
every estimate made 18 months in
advance is necessarily exposed to the
chanèe of being worthless by some
unexpected calamity such as bas over-
taken us. Nevertbeless, I believe that
the Estimates then submitted were
*ustified, inasmuch as they were based
partly on the experience of the two or
three years preceding, and on
our probable exportations on the im-
ports in ordinary average years. As I

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

remarked at the commencement of my
speech---I have more than once pointed
out the danger of a large diminution of
the volume of trade and commerce of
the Dominion, but nobody could expect
me or anybody else to know what
shape that reduction would assume;
whether it would be acute or chronie
in the shape it has taken, or whether it
would occur in the shape of stagna-
tion for a considerable period, extend-
ing over several years, until the natural
g owth of the country had brougbt us
up to the consumption indicated by
the returns for 1873, '74,'75. For this
very remarkable diminution î* the
amiount of our imports, there are two
main causes. One cause is, the diminu-
tion of the volume and quantity ofarti-
cles imported. That statement I have
seen, on some occasions, contracdicted.
but the trade returns, which I hold in
my hand, completely warrant that
assumption. But there has been, another
and a somewhat singular cause at work,
and that is not so much the diminution
of the volume of these articlesas the
remarkable shrinkage of valuest bat
bas prevailed during the last two years.
I speak, of course, more particularly,
of recent times. Now, Sir, my hon.
friend the M1inister of Customs, at my
request, addressed some time ago a
series of circulars to leading mer-
chants in the principal ports,
with a view to obtain from them an es-
timate of the ext ent of this shrinkage in
the more important articles which we
import, and from that---although I will
not weary the House with the detailed
stat2ment----I find this shrinkage-
bas been well nigh universal, spreading
almost over every important article
which we consume, and extending
from 10, 15, 25 and i-n some cases to,
30 or 35 per cent. of the previous value
of the articles. It need hardly be said
this was a very serious disturbing
element in ail calculations which
either he or I were able to make of the-
probable imports and revenue to be
derived therefrom. Now, in proof of
the statement which I made that a
very large proportion of the loss of-
revenue arises from this shrinkage of
value, I may state on examining a
comparative statement for the six
months ending December 21st, 1874,,
and the six months ending with.
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December, 1875, I find that it
has taken place almost exclusively and
entirely in one list. The total revenue
received on articles bearing a specific
duty was $1,307,000 for the six months
of1875,as against $1,426,000 in the pre-
ceding half year, showing a diminution
of $119,000 on that list. On what is
known as the specific and ad valorem
articles, the revenue in the last six
months of 1875 was $1,307,000, as
against $1,272,000 in the preceding
half-year, showing an increase in that
department of $30,000. There was a
very small decrease on the 25 per cent.
list; but when we come to that large
and important list known as the 17½
per cent. ad valorem, we find in the last
half of 1874 we had a total importa-
tion of $28,771,000, whereas in the
corresponding period of 1875 our total
importation only- amounted to $18,142,
000, being a reduction on that one class
of articles alone of $10,700,000, and
that the revenue which we derived in
1874 from that source amounted to
$5,034,000, as against $3,174,000 in
1875. In other iïords, almost the en-
tire loss under customs revenue during
the preceding six months has aecrued on
the 17½ per cent. list. Those figures are
very remarkable. They indicate that
there was a considerable and un-
due inflation; but it must bc borne in
mind, in this particular as in some
others, that what is bad for the revenue
is, on the whole, good for the country.
The result of those figures which I
have submitted appears to prove con-
clusively that, although the revenue
of Canada has lost $1,000,000 or $2,000,-
000, the people of the Dominion have
gained many millions. It proves that
they have been able to buy a large
quantity of these goods for a less price
than they previously cost, and that the
country is, in one sense, largely the
gainer by this diminution of values.

There is of course a drawback to
this. It has undoubtedly contributed,
in connection with other things, to add
to the depression that has overtaken
the manufacturing and commercial in-
terests of the country. I am not dispo-
sed to underrate that effect but still I
must call attention to the fact that as
our imports have been appreciably
diminished, and as it appears a very
large proportion of this diminution

does not arise from any decrease of the
power of consumption of the people of
Canada, but simply that they get better
bargains for their money than before,
it is on the whole an advantage and
not an injury to the people.

Now, it is of course, rather difficult
to estimate minutely what particular
portion of the loss of revenue is due
to shrinkage of value, and what por-
tion to consumption. But I am in-
clined to think,if we could aeeuratelv
discriminate between the two causes
we would find the larger part of the
loss is due to shrinkage and not to
diminution of consumption. This is a
matter which it is impossible for me
or for any other Finance Minister to
guard against in advance.

It may be well before going further
to offer a few observations on the
causes of the prevailing depression
which we all deplore. I do not think
there will be found anygreat diflrence
of opinion as to what the causes are.
although I am inclined to believe there
will be a wide divergence as to the
extent to which they severally operate
and the way tbey act and re-lct upon
each other. I think it must be abund-
antly plain to anybody who has watch ed
the extraordinary expansion of our
commerce and also of bank discounts
that one considerable element of the
present depression is due to the large
over-importation that has taken place.

We find the imports entered for
consumption increased, as follows -
$87,000,000 in 1871 ; $107,000,0(00 in
1872 ; $127,000,000 iii 1873; then they
remained stationary for a year, ard
last year they fell to $119,000,000.
We find during the same period that
the bank discounts rose froim forty-nine
or fifty millions of dollars in 1869, on
the 1st of July, to $61,000,000 in the
same period of 1870 ; $79,000,000 in
1871; $102,000,000 in 1872; $116,000,-
000 in 1873, and $130,000,000 in 1874,
at which point they appear to have
remained tolerably stationary. It is
perfectly clear by those figures, that
there was to say the least, a very con-
siderable risk that many of our im-
porters were holding vastly larger
stocks than it was at all prudent for
them to do, and that then and after
this process had gone on for some years,
they were suddenly confronted with
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the disturbance in values to which I
have alluded. It is no wonder very
serious distress was inflicted on some
of those people. These causes operate
in two ways. In the tirst place there
was a very large depreciation in value
caused from the fact of carrving) over
those stocks from year to year. l the
second place, their valve was still far
the positive shrinkage above-men-
tioner. There can be no doubt a very
lirge proportion ofthe distress in com-
mercial quarters is attributable to this
cause. The second cause which has
operatedl very powerfully is the unfor-
turiate depression that has prevailed
fUr some years in that great branch of
in dustry, the lumber trade. Every body
who has paid any attention to our or-
fdinary business alfairs, particularly in
Ontario, Quebec and Nvew Brunswick,-
is aware, perhap,)s, this is the largest
single industrv in the country, except
the agricultural. They are also aware
that it gives support and employmcnt
to cseveral hundrels of thousands of
peoJple, and furnishes one-third of our
exports to foreign countries; andi fur-
ther that from the nature of the trade
and the amount of money it puts in
circulation, it is one of special impor-
tance to the commercial, classes of the
comamunity. It is no secret that this
industry has been depressed for a con-
siderable period, and I believe, Sir,
that it will be found that no inconsi-
derable part of that depression resulted
froni the very comninon cause-that
a number of people, without sufficient
capital and experience, choose to en-
gage in the production of lumber in the
face of a fllng market, stimulated, no
doubt, by the fact that many of my
hon. friends engaged in this occupa-
tion were supîposed to be accumulating
verv rapid fortunes. Then, Sir, when
great fall of prices took place in the
United States two or three years ago,
thereby cheapening, of course, the cost
of production in that country, it be-

a<cne very diffieult for our lumbermen
to compete on reasonable ternis with
the American lumbermen. And this,
Sir, I deem to be another and very
potent influence indeed in producing
-the present depression.

There was besides :ll this, that
general extravagance and over specu-
Àation, which unfortunately always fol-
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low to be aiy period of inflation or
even of greait prosperity. continued for
several years. Everyone knows our
market is limited, everyone knows that
there are few nanufactu ring industries
which ivill allow more than a certain
number of people to engage in them,
and I think, Sir, most peopIe who
have watched the course of business in
this country, will agree with me that
during the last few years a very con-
siderable number of persons had en-
gaged in manufacturing enterprises
fbr whom there was really no room, as
was well said on a recent occasion,
many of theim possessed neither the
brains nor the money to bring their
enterprises to a successful issue.

And although I know our banks, as
a rule, are well nianaged and con-
servative in their way of carrying on
business, and although I don't at all
mean to say they are one whit worse
than their compeers in the United
States or Great Britain either for that
matter, still I say that various bank-
ing institutions of this country are
not wholly faultless in this matter.
Every-one who knows much about the
mode of carrying on banking is aware
that banks, when they have accumula-
ted large sums of money, are very apt
to discount largely to mon of straw.
Nothing they can do does such fre-
quent injury to bank sas encouraging ad-
venturers of that class, who have enter-
ed into s peculations; and I don't hesitate
to say that no inconsiderable portion
of the depression existing has arisen
from that cause. I repeat that I do not
mean to say that our banks are worse
than those of other countries; I merely
mean to say that it is one cause com-
mon to ail banks, so far as I know, to
grant decounts at such times to such
persons on terns which no legitimate
enterprise would warrant. The.e, Mr.
Speaker, appear to be the chief internal
causes, so far as I can at present ascer-
tain, which have led to the existing
depression.

But it maust be remarkelI that our
distress has been considerably aggra-
vated by external cases, over which
we had no sort of control. The
Iiouse knows that the people of
the United States have been la-
bouring for two or three years
under most unusual depression. The
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House knows also that it is quite
impossible for a small community iike
ours, placet as it is in the immediate
vicini[y of a great nation of 44,000,000
people, bordering on us for two or three
thousand miles- ie House knows, I
say, that it is quite impossible thatany
long-contin ued permnuet depression
can exist in the Unitel States, without
re-acLing very powerfully upon us.
W know, S.r, that when the priees
o American staples are hirh, ours
iwill be high also ; when labour is dear
in the Untedi States, it will be dear in
Canada-wlen cheap, it will tend
powerfuilly to make it cheap in Canada
also. And it is no source of wonder
that when the cost of production be-
comes small in the United States it
should re-act niore or less unfavourably
on those persons engael in similar
m inutfactures on this side.

I don't purpose at this preent me-
m.nt to enter fully into the discussion
raised as to Canada being a sacrifice or
slaughter market. But I mu t admit
candidly andi honestly that I have no
d Jubt tihat the distre.s of the nanufac-
tarers has been aggravated-though
I w<il not say to what extent-
by t;i.s cause. Tien, unfotunately
fr ua, the p ceing year was ene of
generai tinaaxial trouble throughout
tue wýorld. I dh >lot know a eountrv
in r t-ope that has not sufedduin1 1
the year tuut has jut elosed. There
ean be no greatet mistake than to sup-
p >se that the commercial depression
is confinel to New York or Montreal
alone. Every one who knows anything
of the state of commerce cannot but
know that London, Berlin,Vienna, Mos-
cow and St. Petersburg to boot, bave
suffered and are suffering froni a very
great and long-continued commercial
distress and depression ; and this, no
doubt, did re-aet considerablv on the
state of things here. It is hardly worth
while to indulge in any lengthened
proofs of facts whieh I suppose, all
commercial gentlemen will admit. But,
if any one desires proof,I wil[refer then
to the language of Sir Stafford North-
cote and Lord Derby, both of whom
have warned the English people that
they must not expect a repetition, in-
deed bardly a continuance of the
remarkable expansion which had taken
place in England as well as in this

country during the year 1870 to 1S73.
And if we turn to the neighbouring
Republiewe will find Governor Tilden,
the chief inagistrate of the great State
of' New York, in his message to the
Legislature, speakiing in equally strong
terms of the condition of alfairs in the
great Empire State of the Union.
Were I inclined to multiply other
proofs, I might find them in the laet
that nany important staiple articles of
English export have diminished both
in quantity and value, and we find gen-
tlemen in the louse of Congress rising
ing and proposing resolutions with the
view of obtaining more protection for
the languishing industries of the
United States.

I do not believe it is neressary for
me t) dwell upon this thene any
longer. From all these flets this resultif
no other, appears tolerably patent to my
mind--if morre men and more capital
are engaged in any business than it
legitimately requires, there is nothing
more likely than that you will have
distress aînong the producers; and it
does not matter whether your market
be 4,000,000 or 40,000,000 or 400.000.-
0)0, over-prod uet ion will always pro-
dace distress. Nor does it very much
iatter fbr that particular purpose
wheher free-trade or protection is the
polic-y.

There is another question on which
I desire to suy a word or two. It has
been askeId in this House and ontside
this liouse whether and to what extent
this Government were reponsible
fbr the distress which we bave
witnessed. Now, if this question
be asked of me, I should say that nei-
ther the present nor the preceding
Govern ment were directly respon
sible for that inflation or for the eonse-
quent distress. That inflation would
huve taken place whoever sat on these
btnches-in my o inion, at least. I
d> not believe in a free country it
is in the power of a Government
t >restrain their people from embark-
mg foolishly or recklessly in improv-
ident speculations. All I think, any
Govera ment can do is to warn, to caution
ani earefully restrain itsownop>erations
within safe linits, and if it failed to do
this, possibly a Government may be in-
directly responsible for inflation.
Wherever a Government is found
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treating a temporary inflation
as indicating a stable, enduring
prosperity, or entering into engage-
ments which the country cannot
possibly fultil, unless that inflation
becomes permanent, then in such a
case I can agree that the Government
should be held directly responsible.
And I leave it with confidence to the
people of this country, and to the
members of this House, whether that
is a fault which can be properly
charged to the present Government.

Now, Sir, I propoe, to call the atten-
tion of the loiuse to the estiniates of
the current year, recently laid on the
table. But, before Iproceed to details,
it may be as well that I should say a
few words on one important feature of
the general policy of the Government.
The Hoiuse is aware that when we
entered upon office we found a very
large number of minor publie works, cf
the class ordinarily charged to income,
in course of construction or arrang-ed
for. I stated at the time that it would
be impossilde for us to inake any reduc-
tion in that item of expense for several
vears. I stated also .that I did not ex-
pect it would be permanent, and that a
reduction in that respect was one of the
resources upon which I relied in the
event of any temporary diminution of
imports, to make both ends adjust thei-
selves.

I think,Sir,the House will see in look-
ing at the estimates that we have suc-
ceeded in carrying out our policy with
a very reasonable degree of accuracy.
We did not deem it wise to suspend or
interrupt any of those public works to
which we found the Government coin-
mitted, for two reasons. In the first
place we feund that, owing to the low
price oflabour and material, it was, on
the whole, advisable to proceed with the
completion of those undeitakings as
early as possible; and neither my
hon. friend (Mr. Mackenzie) nor my-
self thought it expedient in a time of
great depression to delay the progress
of any of them, or to restrict our-
selves to those which were absolutely
necessary. In the next place, we knew
these works had to be completed, that
they had to be paid for; and our policy
was to avail ourselves of the cheapness
of the times, and also to a certain
extent to relieve the distress which we,
. Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

as well as everyone else in this country,
must desire to alleviate if we can.

Now, if the House will do me the
favour to tarn to the estimates,they will
find that we propose in the present
vear to ask for certain additional sums.
The first and most important of these
is the amount of $513,000 additional
interest on the public debt, rendered
necessary by the loan which I coni-
tracted in London in the autuman of
last year. The next item is a statutory
oee, rendered necessary by the
creation of the Supreme Court.
This sum embraces the salaries
of the Judges and eertain other inci-
dental expenses. The third item is a
very considerable augmentation of the
expenditure for Mounted Police. While
on that subjeet, I may say that it has
been found that that force, although
a very efficient and valuable one,
is necessarily a very expensive
one. It is very difficult to pro-
cure food and forage at the out-
ports at which it is pliaced, and there-
fore we have found it requisite to take
an additional vote on this occasion in
order to be able to supply them with
the articles they need. I muy further
state that the Minister of Justice
informs me that he hopes within a
year or two to be able to reduce that
outlay by establishing farms - in
the neighbourhood of the posts; and if
theý e should prove unsuccessful it is
tolerably certain that from settlers
who may be expected te go into that
country in considerable numbers, and
who by preference will locate in the
neighbourhood of fortified points, we
will be able to secure food and forage for
the horses at much less cost than hith-
erto. There is also a very considerable
item of increase in the shape of an
amount of $63,271 for treaties with
Indians. It is probably unnecessary to
point out to the House that
it is absolutely necessary we should
concilliate these tribes and obtain a
legal title to the land which they at
present occupy. No doubt the sum
total demanded for the Indian vote
will appear considerable; but the House
will find in the future that it is far le-ss
expensive to settle with those people
in this way than to employ sevèral
hundred additional mounted troops Io
keep the peace in those territories.
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These, I think, Sir, comprehend the
chlef services on which we shall ask for
additional votes, with the exception of
some smiall increase in the vote for the
printing in connection with the Legis-
lature, and some addition for the Post
Office Department, which my hon.
friend (Mr. Hluntington) will explain
when the estimate is arrived at. Coming
now to the other side of the account,
the House wi l perceive that in Civil
Government we have ef-feced a de-
crease on the estimate for last year of
$27,25t; on that for Dominion Police
of $10,000 ; on Penitentiaries $25,959
on Arts, Agriculture and Statistics,
$150,G8>0 (this, I think, being chieflv
tomposed either of the Mennonite
Joan, or soie charge in connectioni
wi'th the Pliladelphia Centennial;)
on I migration and Quarantin e
$192,70., partly in consequence of not
requiring any farther loan for the
Mennonites and partlv in consequence
of soie other reduced expenditures
whieh will be seen on referring to the
details. In the important item of
Militia, we have effected a reduction of
$395,84S, leaving $949. 151 as against
$1,345,000 tor the preeeding year. I
am not about to enlarge uipon that at
this moment, as 1 am quite aware that
I shall have plenty of other opportu-
nities.

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-I am <rlad

my hon. friend has adopted the sugges-
tion I made last vear.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRPGHT-I arm
glad to hear fromi the leader of the
Left Centre. The suggestions of'
the Left Centre will always receive
due consideration. Coming to Public
Works and Buildings chargeable to in-
come, the House will see the expendi-
ture under that head has been reduced
to the lowest amount consistent with
a due regard to our engagements. On
that vote we propose a total reduction
of $1,701,200. On the item of Ocean
and River Service, on whieh there
were unusual charges last year, there
is a decrease of $171,847; on light-
houses and coast service, $146,750. The
item of Boundary Surveys, $100,000,
we bave dropped, as we think we can
manage without it on this occasion.
On the item of Dominion Lands, which
have been a source of very great expense

for a considerable number of years,
we have reduced our total expenditure
by $170,000. Then there are some
other items of reduction ; but I will not
detain the House by referring to them
at present. The result of all this is,
that although we have been obliged by
unavoi dable circumstances, and by the
necessity of carrying on the great
publie works in which we are engaged
to make a total addition to our expendi-
ture of $776,000. we have at the same
time ettected such reductions as amount
in the whole to $3,247,000. being a net
decrease in the estimates submnitted
last vear of no less than two and
a-half million dollars. If ny hon.
friends desire to know whether any
further reduictions are possible, I
may say that I do not believe
that it would be in the interest of the
pIblic service to inake any further re-
ductions at present. It May be pos-
sible. however. for my honorable fiîend
beside me (Mr. Mackenzie) to make
some fnrther reductions in the expen-
diture on maintenance of the Inter-
colonial Railway, some very important
sections on which we have been en-
g((aged almost ever since we bave been
in tlie Governient in putting into
better order. That expenditure is ra-
pidly coming to an end, and I hope
iliat in a short time mv hon. friend
will he able to show a further
reduction on that item of some $100,
000 or $200,000 more, especially, as I
before remarked, that iron is being
replaced by steel, contributin<g mate-
riall- to the economy and better work-
iig of the road. I might, also, under
tis head, remark that, although we
cannot be congratulated on having
heretofore derived large reve-
nue froma the public works of the
country-and although I have fre-
quently found it an obstacle to our finan-
cial negotiations that our public works
up to the present time, have only con-
tributed indirectly to our general pros-
perity-still I think that when the
Welland Canal is completed we will be
able to show for once an exception to
that general rule. I would not dare at
this moment to form any estimate of
the revenue immediately to be
derived from that source; hut look-
ing at tUe fact, that even in its
present imperfect condition it yields
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a moderate revenue, I cannot
be astray in supposing that the re -eipts
which will be obtained froi this so iree
at any rate will give us some very con-
siderable return for the large sum
which it has cost us.

With regard to our other public works,
I am sorry to say that my best hope is
that the deficit on working expenses
will be graduallv reduced. As
hon. gentlemen will sec, we are
obliged for their maintenance to
make provision for a considerable
outlay over and above the total receipts,
but I iay state that it appears at the
present timne to have reached a
maximum, while there is reason-
able ground for believing that the
expenditure under tiis head will ten 1
more nearly to equalize with the outlay
in the future thau in the past.

Now, Sir, if the Ioie will refer to
the Budget speech I addressed to this
H1ouse in 1874, hon. members will
see that I then took occasion to caution
them that, even after the extraor-
dinary charges to which I have nillded
had been disposed cf the total expen-
ditures of the countrv, apart fiom
interest, subsidy id the clharges on
maintenance of public vorks, coil1
hardly be brought below the sim of
seven millions; and I also told
them that in the course oftwo or three
years I would endeavour to do it; and
hon. menbers looking over the various
items in the estirnate will sec that I
have redeemed my .pledge, for the total
vote asked for these purposes on the
present occasion is well within that
suin. I might al-o add that those
estimates are in reality slightly less
than they appear because there are
certain expenditures which will
probably be recouped by fees, although
there will no doubt be a deficit on
the general working-which were
not taken into account in that state-
ment to which I have referred.

Before I proceed further with my
remarks, Sir, it may be as well to ex-
plain to the House the reasons which
induced me to anticipate slightly the
loan the House was aware would prob-
ably be made in the course of the cur-
rent year. They are several in number.
I intended, when I last addressed the
House from this place not to appear
in the London Market again until the

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

Budget.

Spring of 1876, and I believe I then so
stated; but, after full consideration I
thought it would be more in the publi,-
interest to effect this loan last
auturmn. In the first place, Mi,. Speaker,
the time was eminently favourable.
Thero was a large accumulation
of money seeking investment in Lon-
don, for which few eligible invest-
monts offered; a-d in the next place, I
desired as much as possible to spare
the resources of ou1r people. We had
exhausted all our ineans in London of
necessity, because we were obliged to
pay tho sui of ten millions ofour indebt-
edness, bearing a higli rate of interest,
and to expend seven or eight millions
in public works, in conneetion with
which also very large disbursem ents
vere being made during the current

year; and in the peculiar condition
of the country, it did not al paar
to me thut it was desirable to de-
prive ourselves too comrpletelv of the
reserve we held on this side of the At-
Ian tie. MoIireover, Sir, I considered that
the House would be in a better position
to discuss the p.oper policy to be
Iadoptel at this crisis, if iL was known
that we were in no iinmediate want of
money, and I felt tolerab1y certain
that I would be able to secure better
toris last November, than in April of
the present year.

Then, Sir, there was a very eonsider-
able advantage to whiuh I will allide
generally-we would bo in a position
to push on our works with ail possible
speed, by taking this course. Those
who are intimiately aequainted with
the cost of carrying on public works,
know that for a very long tirne past
contractors had beei unable to executo
these so cheaply and expeditiously as
at present, and that they are now
pushing forward their various contraets
to completion, with m uch greater rapid -
ity than usual, and are making, more-
over, more extensive domands on the
public treasury than would occur dui -
ing an ordinaryyear. I was also bound
to take into consideration the possible
risk of foreign complications, in con-
nection with the English market. It is
perfectly well known that the state of
Europe at large has been considerably
unsettled of late, and I received advices
from London which led me to believe
that I would incur an undue and a far
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greater degree of risk than would be
justifiable for the sake of saving a
trifling amount of interest, if I did not
avail myself of the then favourable con-
dition of the English money market;
and accordingly after deep considera-
tion and consultation with Sir John
Rose, the financial agent of the Gov-
ernment, to whose zealous and hearty
co-operation on this and previous
occasions I am very much indebted, I
decided to issue a loan somewhat in
imitation of the loan effected by that
gentleman in 18168-9, though Gn differ-
ent proportion.s.

The latter consisted of one-quarter
of Canadian five per cent. bonds, and
three-quarters of four per cent. guaran-
teed stock, and my loan of two-fifths or
nearly one-half of Cariadian four per
cent. bonds, and the remainder, to the
amount of £1,500,000, was secured by
Imperial guarantee. We obtained a
total average of £99 ls. and 6,1., as re-
ported by our London agents ; and the
result, I think I am justified in saying
to the House, has been exceedingly
favourable and satisfactory. With re-
spect to the disposition that is to be
made of this money, I may briefly state
that a certain considerable proportion
will be employed to pay off debts and
obligations of the country which bear
a much higher rate of interest
than that paid by us ; another
considerable portion will be invested
in such works as the improvements
which are being made on the St. Law-
rence, and the payment of sums due
to the Province of Prince Edward
Island, and in connection with one or
two matters of this kind, while tho
remainder will be applied either to
public works in progress, or in taking
up some other loans I expect shortly
to mature.

I may add, Sir, that there is one im-
portant point to which I desire to call
the attention of the House, and which
affects, to a great extent, our present
position. I think that comparatively
few members are aware to what an
enormous degree the minor obligations
which this Government found itself
compelled to discharge within the
last two or three years extended.
When we entered office we foutid a very
heavy outlay going on, with reference
to the Intercolonial Railroad proper

and the Prince Edward Island Rail-
way; also that large expenditures
were requisite in order to put the
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick lines
in good running condition, and to push
forward public works to which I have
alluded. Extensive sums were due on
account of the St. Lawrence River im-
provements, under statutory enact-
ment; a large sum iwas due by treaty
to Prince Edward Island for the
redemption of its lands ; and a very
heavy outlay was being made on the
canals, the Pacific Railway survey, and
for similar purposes.

Now, Sir, the greater portion of these
sums we have already paid, and
the remaining obligations w-e had am-
ple funds to meet in full. In order to-
give the House a better idea of the
sum total, I have prepared a short
analysis which I will read:-Onae-
count of the Prince Elwaird Island
Railway ve have spent since we cain
into office two millions of dollars ;)fo
redemption of lands we have to
pay, or have paid, about $800,001
more ; our minor works, as closely
as I can estimate, have involved
an outlay of about four millions
of dollars; the St. Lawrence improve-
ments, including the Quebec Graving
Dock, probably some two millions.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Allow me ta
ask how much has been paid to Prince
Edward Island ?

lon. Mr. CARTWRIIGIT - The
total expenditure has been about two
millions, in which, however, I include,
some two or three hundred thoulsand
dollars he will find in the current esti-
mates. I am speaking of the suni
total in this respect that has been paid
since this Government came into office.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER - On capital
account.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - Yes.
These minor public works are not, as
the hon. gentleman knows, strictly a
charge to capital, but I am now giv-
ing the amount of former obligations
of all kinds over and above our ordin,
ary expenditure, which we have had to,
discharge. To resume my statement
on repairs, the change of guage, the
substitution of steel rails, and other
matters in connection with the No*a
Scotian and New Brunswick Railroads,
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we compute that we have spent or
will spend the suin of three millions
-of dollars, the debts we have taken up
amount to no less than ten millions of
*dollars, while our expenditure on the
Pacifie Railway, canals and the In-
tercolonial Railway, will reach very
nearly eleven millions of dollars in
round numbers; making the suin total,
-almost all of which we have dis-
charged, no less than $32,800,000 since
we took office, to which I will add
about two millions falling due within
the next six months. Now, the House
will see that it is no ligit matter to
provide the ways and means for the
payment of about $35,0A0,000; and
in addition we have a very respectable
sum of cash in hand, mostly applicable
to expenditure in progress on that im-
,portant work, the Welland Canal. I
have been more particularin drawing
attention to ths, because it is verv
desirable that hon. iiembers should
know how much has been donc, as well
as what still remaiis to be accom-
plished.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Will my hon.
friend have the kincncss to state the
-amount of available means on hand ?

Hion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT----Well, I
-can hardly give it off-hand ; but as J
see the hon. gentleman has a motion
-on the paper in this connection, I vill
furnish the details in one or two days.
We will have in hand in all likelihood
-about ten or eleven millions of dollars
available, taking into account our re-
serves on both sides of the Atlantic.
That is rather under than over the
-mark. Now, Sir, as I remarked before
-and to this point I direct the special
-attention of the ilouse-it bas been a
serious aggravation of the difficulties
with which the Government have had
to contend that we have been obliged to
keep usually strong----and to make pro-
vision far in advance, chiefly for debts
tnaturing. We could have managed
otar affairs much more easily and
>more profitably to this country if a
little more foresight had been exer-
-ised before we engaged to construct
enormous public works in all parts
of the Dominion in the precise
years in which a large portion
,of our debt matured. I may
explain to the House-if it re-

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

quires explanation-why it is I have
been anxious to preserve large amounts
in band. and rather to anticipate than
to delay the contraction of public
loans. I will give a list of the varions
debts which mature in the next four
or tive ycars, during which time many
of those public works will approaeh
conpletion, so that the flouse may
judge of the correctness of the state-
ment I have made. I find in the
current year that we have to pro-
vide for $1,879,000 of debts matur-
ing; in 1877-8, we have to provide
for $5,731,000; in 1878-9, for $7,624,000;
in 1879-80, for $0),060,00; and for
smaller sums in the yeas immediately
succeeding. It is needless to state
that that titt adds, and always added,
very considerably, to the embarrass-
ment of my position; and I regret very
much that those hon. gentlemen who
had previously charge of the finances
of the country did not chose to begin
those public works either a little
earlier or a little later. There is no
doubt the circumstance that those
works must be paid for at the very
same moment that we have likewise to
discharge a very beavy indebtedness
places us under considerable disad-
vantage in the contraction of our
loans.

It is probably desirable that I should
now state to the flouse what amount
of ordinary revenue we expect to re-
ceive during the ensaing year. I sub-
mit the esti mates, after my experience
of 1875, with very great caution. Ail
I can say with respect to them is, that
I think,.as far as myself and my hon.
friend the Minister of Customs can
venture to form an idea in anticipation
of the actual fact there is a rea-
sonable probability of their being
realized. I expect to receive from
Customs during the ensuing year
$13,500,000 ; from excise, $5,500,000 ;
stamps, $250,000 ; post office, 81,-
100,000; public works, $1,700,000-
that increase over last year being esti-
mated in consequence of the additional
receipts expected to be derived from
Prince Edward Island and the Inter-
colonial Railways. From miscellaneous
sources and interest we expect $1,-
200,000, which makes the total re-
ceipts $23,250,000, as against an
estimated expenditture . of somewhat
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less than that amount. These
figures comprise the main facts to
whioh I think -it necessary to call
the attention of the Ilouse. I think
it will be quite obvious to the
House and the country that the Gov-
vernment are reasonably justified as
holding the present position to be one
of a purely exceptional character.
Anyone who considers the very remark-
able expansion which took place in
1871-2-3-4, and continued very nearly to
the close of 1875, can see that that
expansion, or inflation if you will, was
of a purely exceptional nature, and I be-
lieve the present depression will prove
equally so. I think the country will
recover ere long from that depression,
although I admit it is only too likely
that the recovery will be a gradual,
and in many respects, a painful one.

It becomes us to consider the various
remedies proposed for this unfortunate
state of affairs. In the first place, I
desire to expend a few words on the gen-
eral impression which prevails even in
quarters where we would hardly expect
to find it, that it is in the power of this
Government, or any other Govern-
ment, this Legislature or any other
Legislature, to make a country pros-
perous by the mere stroke of a pen or
the enactment of Acts of Parliament.
I would like hon. gentlemen in this
House and out of it who entertain that
illusion-as I consider it-to think to
what such a course would lead, and I
ask them if they are prepared to pay
the price. You cannot have at one
and the same time a free Government
and a protective Government. If the
Finance Minister, whoever he may be,
is able to be held responsible for the
success of the commercial community,
he must have power over that com-
muni ty. If he is to be responsible for
the prosperity of our manufacturers,
ho must decide what persons shall
carry on manufacturing, what manu-
factures they shall carry on, and how
much they shall produce. Perhaps,
under such circumstances and condi-
tions, an intelligent despot might cre-
ate prosperity. We find a fine illustra-
tion of this in the territory of Brigham
Young; but can those hon. gentlemen
point to any constituency in Canada,
or to any gentlemen representing any
constituency, who would adopt such

19

principles as are successftlly cvried
out in that country ? I give the
Territory of Utah as an illustration,
because it is a remarkable proof of
what a resolute, determined, intelligent
man can do in the way of creating a
very considerable amount of industrial
prosperity under very disadvantageots
conditions, and I also mentioned it for
the benefit of those persons who think
a Finance Minister can restore prosper-
ity by the mere wave of his hand.
There is no use in concealing that the
Government have been importuned
from many quarters to declare them-
selves in favour of a high tariff. Some
of the gentlemen who have addressed
us have done so as the advocates of pro-
tection, pure and simple; others, and I
think I may say the abler reasoners have
contended, and not without force, that
circumstanced as we are, in connection
with the people of the United States,
it becomes the duty of the Administra-
tion to meet the peculiar policy of that
people with a reciprocal policy in the
same direction. I am adverse to in-
dulging in purely abstract discus-
sions on the questions of free-trade
and protection; but as a matter of
fact, it is necessary for me to
review at some length the various
arguments advanced on this subject.
I don't entirely agree with those gen-
tlemen who maintain that there is no-
ground for the champions of the Pro-
tectionist party. I have always myself
been of opinion that in a new country
like this there is considerable force in
the argument that it is not well to
allow ourselves to depend exclusively
upon foreign manufactures, and if we
do there is some chance that we may
be supplied with the mere refuse of ex-
portations. Probably in that way we
derive some considerable indirect ad-
vantage from the establishment of
manufactories amongst us. I am
inclined to believe that under cer-
tain circumstances a revenue tariff
may be advantageously imposed
and may afford considerable bene-
fit in overcoming certain temporary
obstacles which are invariably in the
way of infant manufactures., but I don't
believe any tariff can ove. comue natural
obstacles except at a ve. .y uiidue cost.
As to the vexed question ofthe su-plus
population or labor which is employed
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by native manufactures, I can only
say this : That I think there may be
some foundation for it; but still I
think the amount of the cm-
ployment afforded is vastly less
than bas been alleged. I may
also add that the result of the inves-
tigations I have made at this and
various other occasions, have served to
convince me that although it is possible
to manufacture a very considerable
proportion of articles now imported,
yet the number of hands which would
thereby derive employmeit is very
much less than supposed.

As to the curious allegation made
by the Protectionists that if our manu-
facturing friends are sufficiently pro-
tected it will not increase the cost to
the consumer, as sufficient competition
will arise to cut down prices so low
that we will be just as well off as
under the presen i;v i I h4:e simply
this to say, that i tink lu time that re-
sult would be produced. but I also think
it would take time, and duritig that
period a few gentlemen would make
large fortunes, while the rest of the
community would have to pay an
enormous price for that benefit.
But I may add, Sir, if that is
to be the result, if the desire of the
Protectionists is by internal competi-
tion to cut down the standard of prices,
I would strongly recommend the
gentlemen to begin now, and by these
means defy foreign competition.

An Hon. Member-There is not
much protection in that.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - The
Government would be exceedingly
glad, and the Finance Minister would
be glad to know that they could, with
advantage to the whole community, lay
on more taxation and obtain more
revenue ; but, Sir, none know better
than some of these gentlemen opposite
that the power of any Government to
impose taxation is subject to stringent
restrictions, and in no place more
stringent than in Canada. We have to
consider three important limitations-
the financial, the political and the
geographical circumstances of the
Dominion. This Government must
have revenue, because they are com-
mitted, through no fault of their own,
tojvery formidable obligations, and

Hon. Mr. OAETwarGT.

gentlemen can see if we put on a high
tariff it reduces our revenue just m
proportion as it affords protectiQn.
Moreover, it is part of the A,
B, C of financial economy that high
tariff diminishes consumption by rais-
ing the prices of goods, and that
they also encourage smuggling,
and demoralize the people who
are subjeet thereto. They diminish
imports by the artificial stimulus which
they apply to home productions. In
addition to this, there are political diffi-
culties the Government have to con-
sider. Canada, as now constituted, is
composed of different provinces, having
diffèrent and sometimes conflicting
interests. That which may be desirable
for one Province, may effect others in-
Juiously and unf;airly; and that the
Government in brimging down a policy
must not legislate for any one section,
but, for the general welfare ofthe whole

And lastly, we are bouind to consider
our elrugraphicail po).ition, plaeed as we
are aloigside the people of the United
States. We have had their experience
as to the effect which a considerable
differeince-amounting, perhaps, to 20
or 25 per cent.-between the cost of
production in Canada, after paying
our rate of duty, and the cost of laying
down goods in Canada, has had in
fostering smuggling froin Canada to
the United States, and when the cost
of production becomes so low that
corresponding advantages would be
obtained by smuggling goods from the
United States into Canada, we would
have precisely a repetition of what we
had on our own frontier in by-gone
years. The American authorities put
it at an extremely high figure-higher
than I myself think warranted-but in
any case I have no doubt that a very
considerable proportion of the imports
into Canada from other countries paid
our tariff and were finally smuggled
into the American' Republic and paid
for by American gold.

The fact is, Sir, it was infinitely
easier in the interests of the manufao-
turers to impose a higher tariff before
this Government came into office,
when the cost of production was
higher in the United States, than it is
to-day. My hon. friend the Minister
of Customs informi me that, even âa it
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is, he has great difficulty in protecting
the revenue against the smuggling of
certain articles on which our tariff is
higher than the average rate.

Now, Sir, the example of the United
States having been quoted very often
:as one we should imitate and follow
with all possible speed, I may say that
I too am disposed to quote the example
-of the United States ; and I am dis-
posed to quote it as the best possible
warning to the people of Canada not
to be led into the delusion of impos-
ing a high tariff. Under the combined
influences of their high protective tarift
and their paper currency, I believe
very grave and serious evils have re-
sulted during the last ten years to the
people of the United States. In the
tirst place, it has' led to an enormous
waste of public resources. It is com-
puted by American staticians tiat for
every dollar reverting to the Americai
treasury by the operation of their high
tariff the public loses th ree, or. in o lier
words, the waste in the In ited States
by their tariff has amounted nearly to
$600.000,OO a year for the last ten
years, or a loss of $600.000,000,000-.
nearly double t he entire tnounit of the
national debt of that country. I do not
pledge nyself to this statenient, though
it is made by men of considerable
weight ; but, I will crave permission to
read to the louse the observations of
the lon. David Wells, made on July
12th, 1875, on this subject. What he
says is as follows:-

" For fifteen years now the experiment of
Protection to Home Industry has been tried
in the United States on the largest scale, and
under the most favourable circumstances for
success that the world has ever seen, and
under its influence the domestic industry of
the country, to use a slang expression, chas
been getting no better very fast.' Every
prophecy so confidently made in the past as
to the results of Protection in inducing
natural prosperity has been falsified ; and
one has only to pick out the separate
industries which have been especially
proteted to find out the ones which are more
especially unprofitable and dependent. Thus
in the manufacture of pig iron, exoessive
profits have given use to such excessive
'competition as to render the whole business
ruinously unprofitable ; a condition of affairs
from which there can be no recovery, except
through a continued suspension or curtail-
ment of production, the utter abandoiment
of many furnaces and the utter loss of a vast

amo&unt of recklessly invested capital. In the

1st

manufacture of silk, the manufacturers
although enjoying for many years the
protection of a sixty per cent. duty on all
manufactured imports, and a free admission
of all raw material, are desirous of a stili higher
duty, and unanimously of the opinion that an
abatement of the existing duties to even the
slightest degree would be to them altogether
minous. In the manufacture of wool-an
industry in which the representatives of
protection were allowed to dictate without
interferance the exact measure of protection
which seemed then desirable, and caused the
enactment of duties ranging from fifty to one
hundred and fifty per cent-it is sufficient to
say that the existing depressibn and
stagnation is without parallel, eight of the
principal mills of the country having been
sold, on compulsion, within a comparatively
recent period for much less than fifty per
cent. of their cost of construction ; the
Glendham mills in particular-one of the
largest and best equipped woollen establish-
ments in the United States, advantageously
located on the Hudson, about fifty miles above
New York, and representing over one million
of dollars paid in, having changed hands since
the first of April last for a consideration of
less than two hundred thousand dollars."

Sir, these a re pregnant remarks, and,
without comnuitting myself at all to
the details- wbich Wells has given-
althougli lie is a gentleman who would
not put his name to a statement on these
points which he did not know to be well
ascertained-I repeat that these re-
marks are pregnant with warning to
the people of this country and the
members of this HIouse. My next ob-
j9ction to the system of the United
States is this: that, under the combined
effect of a high tariff and inflated paper
currency, they have imparted an ex-
ceedingly strong gambling element
into all commercial transactions, to
the great detriment of the large busi-
ness class in that community, and
further I say that any man who care-
fully examines the working of their
system will find that their high tariff
has tended most materially to enrich
a very few and seriously impoverish
the great masses of the people. I
regard that consequence as of great
importance. There is no problem
liarder to solve than how to distribute
wealth in a highly civilized country
like ours. You may trust the instinct
of the people to acquire wealth, but
the difficulty is to distribute it. My
belief is that the introduction of a high
protective tariff would tend to enrich
a few, but it would diminish in the
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long run the wealth and comfort ofthe
many. This is one among many rea-
sons why I do not believe that we
should be asked to initate the United
States in the imposition of a high
tariff.

I believe the creation of colossal
fortunes such as bas taken place there,
and perhaps in other countries, does
threaten serious mischief. I have no
objection to the accumulation of reason-
able independences, nor do I indulge
any hope of enacting sumptuary laws
to limit the amount which any man
should accumulate in a lifetime, but I
do say that anything which over-rides
the ordinary natural laws and operates
in the direction of large accumulations
in a few hands, is dangerous and ought
to be discouraged. I doubt whether it
is in the interest of any country that
there should be a few colossal fortunes
and the bulk of the people should be
taxed to contribute to these fortunes,
and I venture to say, if I may without
infringing the rules of debate, that we
have had a noble illustration in this
country of how the possession of an un-
usually large fortune by one man
may imperil the best interests of
the community. Then, lastly, I
have an objection which I think
ought to weigh formidably with the
Legislature. I believe a high tariff
necessarily encourages the formation
of rings, and those rings will involve
bribery. Every protected interest
will invaribly form a ring. We
have seen enough in past times of
the mischief which can be done
by large corporations, or rather
by wealthy unscrupulous men. I
don't want to see a permanent lobby
formed for the purpose of watchirg
the re-adjustment of the tariff. I think
without its aid those who are charged
with that duty are amply able to take
care of themselves.

I know it is commonly asserted that
the manufactures which would spring
up under a light tariff would, at any
rate, add considerably to the population
of the country. Now, I have carefully
considered this point, and my opinion,
formed from studying the working of
this in Canada and from such informa-
tion as I have been able to collect from
gentlemen who are familiar with the
question in the United States, is that

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

the effect of a high tariff is not to add
to any extent to the population of the
country, but to promote an artificial
transference froin the rural districts to
the towns and cities at the expense of
the agricultural interests. If you dis-
criminate against the agricultural in-
terests, if you enact that they shall re-
ceive less from the results of their labour
than they would without your interfer-
ence, then you undoubtedly promote
an artificial transference from the
country to the town. I have no
objection whatever to see our towns
and villages increase to any size-
that may be desired by a natural and
healthy growth, but I do not approve
of this artificial transferen ce. I do not
think we should stimulate a movement
that already exists too largely. I have
seen hundreds of men who would have
made successful farmers, forsaking the
rural districts to enter into commercial
pursuits for which they were very
indifferently suited. There is not the
slightest doubt that this bas 1 een one
-although I will not say a very great
-cause of the commercial depression
in this country. Many persons
having quitted their associations in
the country and become small shop-
keepers and tradesmen of various
kinds, and by their competition with
each other have added to the depres-
sion which prevails. If bon. gen-
tlemen will look at the last census
returns for the several Provinces, and
Ontario and Quebec especially, they
will see that my apprehensions on that
score are not altogether unfounded.
Although it is quite true the popula-
tion of Ontario increased considerably
from 1861 to 1871, it is nevertheless
the case that at least fifty out of our
eighty-eight electoral districts, the
rural constituencies hardly increased
at all, and an analysis of the census
will show a very large proportion of
the increase, where it did take place,
was not in the townships, but in the
towns and villages. In Lower Canada,
it is well known there was hardly
any increase at all outside of the
cities of Quebec and Montreal. If any
hon. gentlemen are disposed to assert
that the reason our people have for-
saken our rural districts was because
there was ne more room for them there,
because the fertile country was entirely
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occupied and well cultivated, I must
respectfully dissent from that proposi-
tion. I say there is ample room in
our rural districts, and it would be a
most profitable diversion of our capital
and labour, to send them to the country
to cultivate it better than it is tilled at
present, and I earnestly recommend
that course not only to sone of my hon.
friends, but to the people they severally
represent. I do not deny the policy of
the United States may have fostered,
and perhaps considerably fostered,
certain special industries. I think this
-exceediigly likely.

It would be a great wonder if, after
the enormous tax they have inflicted
-on themselves, they had not done so,
but I doubt very much whether those
industries are worth what they cost to
the people of the United States, and I
.doubt still more whether, if they had
adopted a more rational policy and let
their manufactures severely alone, they
would not have been in quite as pro-
sperous a condition as we now lind
them.

I believe the people of the United
,States have harmed themselves a great
deal by the peculiar policy they have
adopted. I do not at all mean to deny
that they have, at the same time,
harmed us considerably. I have point-
-ed out several reasons which lead
me to believe that if a great depres-
sion prevails in the United States
because of over-protection there, it
must re-act very disadvantageous-
ly on the people who are en-
.gaged in the same occupation here. I
regret that this is so; I desire if I
*could to remedy it, but when we are
asked to deal with a peculiar exigency
.affecting any industry or class in this
.country, we must consider what effect
it would have upon the bulk of our
population. Neither do I wish to lose
sight of the fair play which is due to
our manufacturers. It is undoubtedly
a hardship they should be excluded
from the markets of the United States,
while our tariff enables American
manufacturers to compete with them
in ours, or, as it is called, slaughter their
goods here. ButI doubt if the fact that
the Americans have done themselves
-and our people a great deal of harm, is
*ufficient ground for asking the Govern-

ment of this country to inflict a lasting
injury on the people.

Now, Sir, I am afraid I am tiring
the patience of the Ilouse. (No, no;
go dn.) Although I don't make
inuch use of scrap-books, I would
claim indulgence while I xcad a few
renarks froni an eminent American
paper. It is always well to sec our-
selves as others sec us; and there are
some thins iii the article I hold before
me wliich I think we iav without
any harmn consider a little. The article
is headed "Protection in Canda," and
is as follows:--

"A recent discussion in the Canadian Parlia-
ment shows that there is a very formidable
movemnent in the Dominion to so revise their
reve- ue tariff laws as to apply the theory of
'protection' to Canadian manufactures. Re-
garding this movement from a purely selfish
American point of view, one is inclined to wish
that the Protectionists of Canada will carry
their scheme through. It will be largely in
the interest of the United States Government
to have such a system of high tariff duties
adopted in (Ca! da as will place the two coun-
tries on an equal footing in this respect. As it
is now, Canada has the decided advantage.
the Canadian products of the farm and forest
have the samie fireign market as the product
of the United States. The Canadian farmers
and producers get as good prices abroad as the
farmers of New York, New England, Pennsyl-
vanis, and Obio, and better prices than the
farmers of Illinois, Wisconsin. Iowa, and
Minnesota, because the latter are further re-
moved from the European markets, and have
to sacrifice more in the way of transportation.
At the same time, the Carradians are able to
purchase all their manufactured goods at from
25 to 40 per cent. less than the people of the
United States, owing to the absence of the
protective element from their tariff. This cir-
cumstance bas developed a gigantic system of
smuggling all along the border from Maine to
Oregon,w hich amounts, in the aggregate to per-
haps not less thaL $25,000,000 annually. If the
manufactured goods in Canada are placed on
the same plane in the way of tax as the manu-
factured goods in the United States, this
amount of money will be saved to Am-
erican shopkeepers and manufacturers, and
the vicious and demoralizing custom of
smuggling will be checked to that ex-
tent. As long, therefore, as the United
States are cursed with a species of robbery
known as protection it is to our interest
Canada shall be similarly cursed, in order that
the Canadian farmers and people generally
shall be compelled to compete on equal han-
dicapped terms with their neighbours on this
side of the liue. and that the enormous smug-
gling business shall be stopped. Government
loses several millions a year of revenue from
the evasion of the Custom House duties, and
our shopkeepers, and tailors, and manufactu-
rers are deprived of many millions of dollars
of demand for their goods. When the Canadian
tariff is advanced to the beastly high level of
our protective crishin g machine, the
natural advantages of she nited States will
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ena le our dealers and manufacturers not only
to secure the trade they now lose, but to sell
more goods in Canada than at present, as
everything will become dear and high priced
over there except agricultural products, lum-
ber and fish.

" At the same time while fighting to rid this
country of the incubus of protection, it would
be unfair not to expose the folly and stupidity
which have prompted some of the Canadians
to seek a repetition of our own diastrous expe-
rience. This new movement on their part is
prompred by the recent financial depression in
Canada, which bas been falsely attributed to
the difference in the tariff laws of the two
countries. The fact that this is net true may
be readily demonstrated by a comparison
between the foreign trade of the two
countries."

lere foliows a resume of the iniports
and exports of Canada and the United
States, copied trom the official returns
of the respective countries :-

" The foregoing figures show that Canada,
with only a million more people than the
State of Illinois, and not so many as the State
of New York, bas a foreign business about one-
fifth *as large as ail the United States, with
eleven times as many people, and natural
resources infinitely superior. The Dominion
is almost destitute of those great and essential
elements of strength and development, coal
and iron ; neither bas she in quantities which
pay for working such minerals as gold, silver,
lead, copper, zinc, or mercury ; her petroleum
wells are little better than delusions."

I do not quite agree wili this, I
may remark.

" And she is wholly lacking in th. ih b.
agricultural staples of cotton, corn, tobacco,
sugar and rice. Yet the exte nt of her shipping
and commerce, and the value of ber surplus
products, are truly remarkable for a country
of so scanty population and restricted natural
resources.

" The reason for this large commerce and
the prosperity of her farmers, in spite of ail
the natural disadvantages, is simply because
Canada has had a tariff averaging only about
12 per cent., while the United States bas had
a tariff averaging 48 per cent., or four times
as much. The Canada tariff has been a tariff
for revenue only ; tne United States taiiff has
been a tariff for protection-against con-
oumers.

" It is absurd in the face of this shewing to
claim that a protective tariff will be of any
benefit te Canada, especýally to lier farmers,and lumbermen and fishermtn. It is true
that there has been a decline in the value of
the commerce of the Dominion during the
last year, but there was a marked increase
everv year up to 1874. The falling off of the
laat year bas amounted to about lu per cent.
but it can all be accounted for by the decline
in prices ; there has been no decrease in the
bulk of the trade. But this failure to main-
tain the ratio of increase in the past bas been
Owing simply to the commercial depression

Hon. Mr. CARTWrIoHT.

that has prevalled througlout the entire worldg
and with special hardship in the United
States, Canada's nearest neighbor and chief
customer. The general depression in this-
country was brought about directly by the
two evils of over-protection and an inflated
irredeemable currency. Canada has suffered
infinitely less than the United States. As to-
any & ther difference in favour of the United
States, it must be looked for in the enormous
natural advantages possessed by this country.
If Canada possessed the rich and vast de-
posits of coal and the great mountains of iron.
which the United States have, and if she were
blessed with a climate that would grow corn,
cotton, tobacco, sugar, rice, peaches, grapes,
and oranges, the difference in lier tariff laws,
would enable lier to completely outrun the
United States in con.merce and manufactures ;
but these natural disadvantages cannot be offset
but will only be increased, by the adoption
of the protection fallacy. If, however, Cana-
da desires an experience of her own in this
respect, and is not satisfied with ours, let her
try the experiment and sce how it works.'

Hon. Mr. TUPPER----Who wrote it,
anI what paper is it ?

Hon Mr. CARTWRIGIIT----It is the
Cica go Tribune, 21st Feb., 1876. Does
my hon. friend mean to insinuate that I
wias a Party to write tlat article ? I
have no such influence over that influ-
ential paper, the Chicago Tribune. We
have had proof enough in the various
debates of the great diversity of opin-
ion which prevails with reference to
this mnost important sublýject. It is.
natural enough that there should be-
diversity of opinion; and all I will say
on that point is this: the Government
have felt it their duty to give the nost
anxious attention to all manner of evi-
dence, and to weigh every kind of infor-
mation which has been laid before them.
We do not desire to con ceal that the
responsibility that rests upon us is
most grave. We don't desire to conceah
that the result we have arrived at has.
been ,attained by an anxious pro-
tracted deliberation, as to whether
we could at once relieve our
manufacturers and yet do justice to.
the other portions of the people. But
when we are asked, as now, for radical
changes-changes which will affect our-
whole systen and policy, financially,
politically, socially and niorally-I say
we may well pause and hesitate before:
we reverse what has been after all the
uniform policy of all Governments for
twenty-five years. Whatever argu-
nents, may have been used, it still re-

258 Budget.



[Fane y 25 1876.] 2-3;

ntoinstthe fact that the Canadian tariff
is substantially a revenue tariff; and
if we are asked to create a high pro-
tective tariff, all I can say is that even
if I have been mistaken, in any
case the time chosen for these proposed
changes is most inopportune. There
have been, as we know, violent dis-
turbances in trade and in values,
rendering it almost impossible for
any man, no matter how experienced
or how skilful in commercial mat-
ters, to estimate with anything like
accuracy the consequences that would
0ow from any radical changes in the
tariff. We are not at all in a normal
condition of affairs here. We have got
enormôns engagements that will tax
our resources to enable us to fulfil
them, and some of which it will be out
of our power to fulfil in any shape;
and if ever the onus was thrown on
gentlemen asking for radical changes,
of establishing a perfectly clear case
in their own favor. I say the
onus is now thrown upon those
who advoca.te a high protective
tariff. Let them consider for one mo-
ment what they ask this Government
to do. They ask us to tax nineteen-
twentieths of the population for
the sake of one-twentieth. I am
quite aware there is considerable
misunderstanding and misapprehension
on this point. I am quite aware
that many gentlemen, looking simply
at the ordinary statisties furnished by
the census returns, believe the
manufacturing interests represent
three or four times as large a per-
centage as I have stated. But if these
hon. gentlemen will take the trouble to
examine these returns minutely,
they will find that of the 200,000,
or thereabouts, set down as engaged in
industrial pursuits, probably 75 per
cent. must be taken as not interested
in' protective movements, and pre-
cisely the number I have named
are really to be considered as in any
way interested in that direction. Of our
indistrial population, at least 40,000
are engaged in the lumber trade,
and to those a high tariff would be no
sort of an advantage, but rather a

eñioMs impediûnent, as necessarily to
alariûingly inerease the cost oflumber.
The industriùI population also coma-
p1î8fs 18,MØ& or 12,000 blaeksniths,

&c., engaged in serving the agri-
cultural population; and a very large
number of carpenters, and innum-
erable other trades of similar charac-
ter. Far be it for me, however, to deny
justice to a minoritv. But, on the other

and, there must Le the miost impera-
tive necessity for sacrificing the pros-
perity of nineteen-twentieths of the
population for such a small minority,
and when these gentlemen allege that
this is a slaughter market, and that
American manufacturers make sacri-
fices here, I do not at all desire to deny
that this aggravates the case of our
manufacturers, but I may say that the
evidence laid before us does not bear
out the assertions that have been made,
at any rate, to anything like the extent
to which these assertions have been
made. There is no doubt that imme-
diately the cost of production ii
Ameica became cheapened, there
was an increase in the num-
ber of articles brought into this
country, and that although advan-
tageous to the bulk of our people,
it did press with severity on a certain
portion of our manufacturers. But
there is also no doubt that a very
considerable number of our manufac-
turers, embracing three or four
of the most important trades,
and employing a very large proportion
of the number I have mentioned, doý
not dread American competition at
all; but are afraid of British manu-
facturers. And this is a point which
the House would do well to bear in
mind-that a good deal of the American
competition is not competition of
American with Canadian industries,
but American with British manufac-
tures, the Canadian consumer being
benefitted by the operation. More-
over, Sir, we must recollect that when,
as has been the case recently, there
has been a very large reduction in
the demand for articles of foreign
production, there will naturally be a
large reduction in the demand for home
manufactures also. When the state of
things is such that we flnd that the im-
portation of articles in the 17J per cent.
st, which contains the articles with

which our home manufactures come into
competition, reduced in six months to
the amount shown by the trade and
navigation returns, we must con-
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clude that it is only natural and
inevitable that there should be a con-
siderable reduiction in the total demand
for the latter also. It must further be
borne in mind that were we to impose
a high tariff we would have to impose
a high tariff all round; and that if we
impose a high tariff all round, it will
assuredly affect and affect largely the
general cost of production of these
manufactures which are thus protected.
This effect has been produced time and
again, and is actually the case at this
moment in the United States, where
many of the ablest manufacturers are
convinced, from the extent to which the
cost of production has increased from
this cause, that they would be able to
manufacture more cheaply and make
more money if they had the tariff redu-
ced to something like an equality with
ours. There is no interest in this country
which more deserves the favourable con-
sideration of the Government than the
lumber interest; and I have not yet
received one demand for protection
from the able and intelligent represent-
atives of that industry in this louse.
Whether they are to come or not I do
not know ; but this much I may
observe, that the imposition of a bigh
tariff would affect them, and affect them
very seriously, and that those who
are engaged in that gre'it industry
have an interest in this matter q'uite
apart from that of these persons who
are now demanding an increase in
the tariff. It may be well to remind
some of my hon. friends that if we
we were to undertake a general
and thorough revision of the tariff,
we might find it necessary to do a
little levelling down as well as a lit-
tle levelling up. They must bear in
mind that there are several very im-
portant articles on which the tarifi is
at present prohibitory; and I must
caution them that it might be exceed-
ingly difficult to get the Legislature to
avoid the conclusion that there was no
reason for an exceptional favour being
shown to the producers of those
articles in this country. Up to the
present time our tariff has been excep-
tionally liberal; but it is noteworthy
that as the country grows older the
tariff even if unaltered tends to become
more prohibitory, and the tariff which
a few years ago might have admitted

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

foreign articles freely may with the
growth of the country become prohib-
itory in a short time. Then we have to
considei a little the rate of the taxa-
tion which the people of this country
at present labour under, as compared
with that which prevails in other
countries. The rate in Canada is low
enough; but taken per se-considering
the fact that a population of scarcely
four millions are obliged to raise
every year $33,000,000 or $24,000,000
to defray the expenses of the Domin-
ion Government alone, irrespective
of what they must contribute for
municipal purposes - we must be
very cautious how we increase the
burden further. Every family in Can-
ada has to pay from $25 to $30
towards meeting the expense incurred
on their behalf by this Legisla-
ture. That represents something not
very far from the value of a month's
labour; and that, though it can be borne,
is a serious drawback on the productive
power of this country. I am cautious
enough-Conservative enough, if my
honorable friend likes-to regard every
increase in taxation as a positive evil
in itself. If we must impose additional
taxation it must be for the benefit of the
whole country, for the purpose of main-
taining the public credit or carrying
on the public works in which we are
engaged. This is practically a question
of cost and it is also to a certain extent
a question of convenience. Theory
apart, there are very few of us who
would object to a moderately low rate
of duty, or would care much to be
found opposing a tariff, though in
defiance of free-trade theories, which
would bring a large addition to the
population of the country at a very
moderato cost to the remainder of the
population.

On the other hand, there are very
few I think so enthusiastic that they
would be willing to submit to a high
rate of duty if it were demonstrated to
them that it would make but a smali
addition to the number of the people.
What the country needs at present in
more time. It is undoubtedly in a de-
pressed condition, but a condition
which I believe, unless some further
disaster overtake us, will be only tem-
porary. I have pointed out that there
were numerous causes for that state of
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depression, and that they were causes
over which the Government had no
sort of control. I have pointed out that
those causes have largely contributed
to bring about the present distress, and
I may add that had we been more cau-
tious in the past, had we refrained from
anticipating all our resources and
thowing valuable reserves away, we
might have been in a position to try
more experiments in legislation than we
can now. I say this is no time for ex-
periments. This country requires all
the revenue its people can contri-
bute, and it would be a dangerous
thing for us to enter upon a policy,
the issue of which no man can at the
present perceive. I will not detain
the House long now. I think I can
conclude my remarks by six o'clock,
and I believe that will be most ac-
ceptable to my honorable friends.
Reviewing, therefore, as briefly as
I can, the general position of this
country, I take it to be somewhat
this: I do not believe (although the
comparison has been often made) that
we are at all in so disastrous a condi-
tion as that in which we vere in the
year 1858 and the years which imme-
diately succeeded. In my opinion our
position is very much less serious. The
causes which have brought about the
present state of things are clear and
well defined; and they are far less
likely to be permanent than the causes
which led to the depression of 1858---
a depression which is no doubt
exercising a powerful influence on the
minds of the people of this country at
this moment. Let us consider what was
the state of things at that period. We
had in 1858 just concluded a period of
heavy expenditure on railroads, chiefly
supplies out of foreign capital which,
compared with our present resources,
would have amounted to two or three
millions expended during the past
four or five years. There had also
been an increase in the price of staple
articles of produce owing to the
Crimean war, so great that in some
cases for the amount received for
two or three crops men were able to
pay for their farms. This led to wide-
spread inflation, We do not see these
causes at work now. I think we will
have, on the whole, but a temporary
tdepression ; and it is for that, and that

only, that we will have to pro-
vide. Let us consider the favourable
poiits. We have at present a condi-
tion of things in which wo find our
exports scarcely diminishedl, except
in one article. We have a full Trea-
sury;we are not obligeOI to bo im-
mediately to the English market;
ample funds are provided for car-
rying on our public works andi meet-
ing the public debt as it matures.
A large part of our expenses during
the past two or three years, as I have
pointed out, were of an exceptional
character, not likely to occur again.
I admit, and always have admnitted,
that there was a considerable inflation
from 1871 to 1875; but it s very im-
portant that the House should bear in
mind that along with and under-
lying that inflation there was a great
and general advance throughout this
country. There is no doubt that
Çanada has made very remarkable
real progress during the last ton years.
No man can look at our great cities,
no man can acquaint himself with the
condition ofthe agricultural population
without seeing that what I am saying
in that respect is literallv true. I de-
pend on the gain of six years of
growth to bring us back to the posi-
tion we occupied in 1871, which, I
think, may be regarded as a fair
normal year. I have deliberately
rejected all abnormal and extra-
ordinary growth, and depend on the
natural growth which, even in the
worst times and under the worst circum-
stances, we have found fail in Canada.
In dealing with this matter the Gov-
ernment had have to consider very
carefully, not what was to the interest
of any one Province, in any one class,
but what was to the interest of the
whole Dominion.

in concluding, I may say, Sir, I am
extremely sorry that I have been
obliged to differ in opinion with some
friends whom I value highly. I ad-
mit that there was considerable force
in the arguments they employed.
Undoubtedly a great deal of dis-
tress exists among certain classes
and in certain parts of this coun-
try; and I regret exceedingly that
the Government have not been
able to see their way to relieve this
distress, except at the risk of inflicting
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uit'inately very great and permanent
injury on the whole population of
Canada. Although the hard times
affect the poor people, they also are
seriously detrimental to the Govern-
ment, and every Administration, no
matter what its opinions may be,
must be most sincerely anxious-if it
knows how-to remove such a state of
things, and create general peace,
plenty, and prosperity.

Sir, we have been called upon for a
national policy. Our policy as a
policy of justice to the whole Domin-
ion, and of prudence and economy,
until this present trial be passed;
but I do not propose, for the adop-
tion of the people of this country,
a policy of which it can only.be said
that it is a servile plagiarism of the
blunders which the United States
have committed, blunders of which,
I verily believe, the American people
are now repenting, and from which I
trust they are very steadily succeeding
in extricating themselves. The policy
which I have the honour, on behalf of
the Administration, to propound for
the acceptance of this House and this
country, I desire to repeat, has not
been arranged hastily or inconsider-
ately ; and, if we are wrong in this
matter, we have at least neglected no
effort, we bave spared no pains, and
we have taken all possible trouble to
convince ourselves that we were right
in the course we have decided on.

Sir, I have the honour to move that
you leave the Chair; and that the
House do resolve itself into Committee
of Supply.

The motion was seconded by the
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie.

lon. éIr. TUPPER rose to reply,
but the hour being Six, the House took
recess.

APTER RECESS.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-In rising to
oler comments upon the Address which
has just been delivered by the Hon.
Minister of Finance, I must first con-
gratulate that hon. gentleman upon
the very able manner in which he ad-
dressed the House. When the hon.
getleman rose to speak I confess that

e had my sympathies. I felt, Sir,
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

hat al gentleman standing in the poei-
tion of being compelled to admit that
all bis predictions in reference to the
inancial condition of the country had
proved erroneous-that in fact he wa
mistaken with reference to revenue
with reference to expenditure, and
with reference to the condition of the
Dominion-that he had been unable in
the slightest degree to forecast the
condition of public affairs-demanded
the sympathy of those who knew and
felt that a suffering and intensely in-
terested country were looking to the
hon. gentleman for some means of
relief. But, as he proceeded, my sym-
pathy changed to admiration--admir-
ation for the tact and ability with
which the hon. gentlemen was enabled
to encounter a position the most trying
and difficult perhaps that ever any
gentleman in this country, holding the
high position he holds, had to encoun-
ter. Although I was unable to con-
cur in many of the opinions the hon.
gentleman advanced, no person could
listen to the manner in which ho en-
deavoured to extricate himself from his
difficulties without feeling that he had
brouglit a large amount of ability and
a great deal of tact to his assistance.

I must join issue, Sir, with the hon.
gentleman in his premises, that it
is not in the power of the Govern-
ment ofthe country to promote its good
or mitigate the evils likely from time to
time to arise. The position that the Hon.
Prime Minister bas elsewhere adopted,
the position that the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance bas taken to-night, that
matters of trade and commerce are
beyond the control of Government-
that they must look on, as idle spec-
tators, that the country may prosper or
sink into decay, and the Government
are belpless to promote the one or
avert the other - is a principle to,
which I cannot give my concurrence.
The honourable gentleman has admitted
that under a system of despotism some-
thing might be achieved-that if the
merchants and the manufacturers
would give him despotic power over
their fortunes and over the conductof
their business he might accomplish
something for them. I don't think
that the past history of the honourable
gentleman, the experience the House
and the country have had of him as a
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Minister of Finance, are likely to in-
dice either the mnercantile oi manufac-
turing interests of this country to en-
trust him with those arbitrary powers
which he says are necessary to accom-
plish anything for their good. I believe
that the prosperity which Canada en-
joyed uninterruptedly from the date of
union-that marked, that striking and
unexampled prosperity-down to the
accession to power of the honourable
gentlemen opposite, was largely due to
the wise political measures of the great
Liberal-Conservative party. Gentlemen
who look, as my honorable friend from
Toronto Centre does, with amazement
and are almost startled at the wonder-
ful advance of the trade of the couritry,
and are unable to account for it, must
not forget that that great political
change6which was then brought about
gave an impetus to the trade and com-
merce of the country that bas been
attended witb most beneficial results;
and I believe the wise policy pursued
by the late Administration in carrying

on vigorously the public works stimu-
lated that prosperity and continued it
fromhour to hour and day to day.

But the hon. gentleman must be con-
gratulated on the fact that he shines in
adversity. When he came into the
heritage he now enjoys, the country
was. flourishing from end to end. We
could look in no direction without
meeting the gratified faces of men who
felt their fortunes were being improved.
But when the hon. gentleman stood in
the position of Finance Minister, we
were pained to listen to his dismal,
doleful utterances as to the deplorable
condition in which he found the
country. I must congratulate him
again that Le bas exhibited one of the
greatest traits that inan can exhibit in
showing that it is not in prosperity,
but in adversity that ho shines toc the
greatest advantage, Now, when sur-
rounded by what he is compelled to ad-
mit is a country suffering from the
severe depression which we all de-
plore, when we find a revenue unequal
to the expenditure of the country, when
a deficit of over a million, within the
last nine months, is shown in returns
submitted yesterday, instead of giving
us the same dismal, painful picture of
the country, he meets it with a trium-
phant smile, and intimates that what-

ever is our condition, the Minister of
Finance is supremely happy.

I must say, Sir, that I differ from
the hon. gentleman on another point,
that is the cause of the prosent condi-
tion of the country. There is no ques-
tion that can be submitted to this
House or engage the minds of an intel-
ligent people more importance than the
cause of the present depression. In
order to discover what remedies are
necessary to be used, we should
satisfy ourselves as to the nature
of the disease and what has
produced it. And here again I
must differ widely from the hon. gen-
tleman as to his estimate of the cause
of the present financial depression. I
never said, and I do not say now, that
this condition of a country in which
trade rises to a certain height of pros-
perity, and then -meets with a check
and depression, has not affected this
Dominion, but I say it is the business
of the Government to meet such a con-
dition of things and by wise and states-
manlike measures to mitigate it.
But the Government has no such
policy. I have said elsewhere and I
repeat it here, that if all the talent of the
Administration had been concentrated
on the means of increasing the present
commercial depression there is no
single measure that they have left un-
attempted in order to bring about the
condition of things that now exists. I
hold that it is by the mal-administra-
tion of affairs, the bad policy, or the
want of a policy of the Administration
of the day to a large extent the com-
mercial depression of the country has
been intensified and the sufferings of
the people increased.

In mak-ing a ch arge so grave against
the Administration of the day I am
bound to give some reasons for the con-
clusions at which I have arrived. One
of the strongest reasons I conceive that
can be adduced is the course the hon.
gentlemen opposite pursued in order
to destroy the measure propounded by
the late Government for the construc-
tion of the Canadian Pacifie Railway.
The Hon. Minister of Finance a year
ago stated to the House that lie relied
largely for the revenue upon which he
was calculating, upon the expenditure
upon public works. The hon. gentleman
pointed to the condition of Ontario,
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and attributed its prosperity to the
enormous amount expended upon
publie works. I say it was consistent
with that policy that measures should
be devised by which foreign capital
could bc brought into the country.for
investment. Nothing was more cal-
culated to carry on the country in a
prosperous condition and inspire hope
in the breasts of the people of the
Dominion than the construction of the
railway that would give us communi-
cation with the rich prairies of the
Great West and the country on the
Pacifie slope. But the measures our
opponents adopted, and the combina-
tions they formed for the purpose of
destroying that scheme, I look upon as
one of the main causes which have
resulted in the present depressed con-
dition of affairs.

The first step that the Hon. Minister
of Finance took after attaining office
was to shake the confidence of the people
of this country in the sound condition of
the country by the proclamation to the
world of a deficit that did not
exist. I am glad to-night we have
reached that stage when the question
may be settled conclusively and for-
ever set at rest. On the first occasion
when the lion. gentleman made the
announcement I proved from his own
figures that no deficit could occur in
connection with the current expendi-
ture of the year. The hon. gentleman
in the first instance placed in the
Speech from the Throne the statement
that a deficit had occurred in the cur-
rent expenditure of the year that
would require an application to Par-
liament to meet it. Another year
rolled round and I was able to show
the hon. gentleman by figures and
data furnished by himself that instead
of that year having closed with a
deficit, it had closed with a consider-
able surplus. I showed that charging
the year 1873-4 with all that
the Government had received un-
der the new tariff-charging the
year with all the Government had
collected under the increased taxation,
that charging the year with the in-
creased amount paid in from the Ex-
cise Department there was still a hand-
tome surplus at the end of the year.
But how was I met ? I was met by the
hon. gentleman with the statement

Hon. Mr. TurPza.

that two millions of dollars had been
discounted from the revenue of 1874-5
for the year 1873-4. J had credited
him with all that was paid in from the
Excise Department, but in addition to
that the hon. gentleman claimed a
million and a half as paid in by Cas-
toms. I met the hon. gentleman by
saying that with a large decrease
in the imports of 1874-5 it had
shown during the first six months of
that year a large increase beyond the
portion to be derived from the increased
taxes, and thus prov-ed that the hon.
gentleman's statement made a year
ago-and which he ventured to repro-
duce to-night-was utterly unfounded.

Now, I will show him that unless he
can put a million and a half dollars in
two places at once, the year 1874 closed
with a surplus instead of a deficit. I
will show that the lion. gentleman
claimed that although there would be a
pause in the commerce of the country
we had no reason to anticipate a retro-
gression. I will show that the hon.
gentleman relied for his calculation
upon the statement that the imports
for 1873-4 would only give $22,000,-
000; he put on $3,000,000 additional
taxation, that would give $25,000,000
for the year 1874-5. His estimate
was $25,250,000. As this is a matter
of some little importance, and the
first serious blunder the Finance
Minister made in the discharge
of the duties of his office, I will
draw the attention of the House to
the hon. gentleman's own statements
to show that there was a surplus in-
stead of a deficit. We were told that
the taxation was increased to meet the
deficit of 1873-4; but in his speech a
year ago the hon. gentleman said "I the
"taxation was imposed, not so much to
"meet a deficit in the year then closed,
"as to meet future engagements." lu
January, 1874, the Hon. Minister of
Justice, in his speech at Walkerton,
confirmed the statement that, instead
of that taxation being imposed (as the
House was led to believe) to meet a
deficit in the current expenditure, it
was imposed for the purpose of con-
structing the Canada Pacifie Railway.
I will read the hon. gentleman's state-
ment :---" In January, 1874 it had been
"found necessary to increase the tariff
"to meet the obligations contracted in
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"the time of their predecessors, and
"enable us to place the credit of the
"country in such a position that the
"necessary funds should -be provided
" for the construction of the Pacifie
" railway."

Now, Sir, I might rest my case on
the fact thus admitted, that the in-
crease of taxation which they brought
forward iimediately on entering office,
was not intended to meet any existing
deficiency in the current revenue but
for the purpose of providing for remote
contingencies in connection with the
Canadian Pacifie Railway. If you
look, Sir, in the Public Accounts of
1874, on page 12, you will find $1,705,-
256 entered by the hon. gentleman
himself, as paid during the years 1873-4,
out of the current revenue to the capi-
tal expenditure of this country; and
if you glance at the Public Accounts
for the present year you will observe
three-quarters of a million more set
down as having been paid during the
past year to capital expenditure out of
current revenues. I will now com-
plete the argument to which I have
drawn the attention of the House, to
show that from the hon. gentleman's
own calculations there was not only no
discount from Customs in 1874-5, but
that ho has all the money under his
tariff and estimates ho could secure
that year, without one dollar having
been abstracted for 1873-4. In the
Budget Speech of 1875, page 4, the
hon. gentleman said, " One and one-
" half millions, if not more, were antici-
"pated in consequence of the expecta-
"tion thatnew duties would be imposed,
"and were in fact borrowed from the
"revenue of 1875." That is the state-
ment I am now controverting. He
also stated--on the same page-" Of
"that increase, no less than two mil-
"lions is due to the present tariff;" and
also-in the same speech-" On the
" whole, I do not think that we can re-
"ceive a larger sum from the present
"source than twenty-two millions."
this was on the imports of one hundred
and twenty-seven millions for the
year 1873-4 ; and in order to obtain
the means of covering the expenditure
of twenty-five millions, three millions
of additional taxation must be imposed.
Ho said, "As far as it is possible to form
" a calculation, I may say, in passing,

"that if a sufficient amount of taxation
"is now laid on to meet the present
"gross annual expenditure, that in view
"of the gradual growth of the country."
The hon. gentleman did not then
claim that ther e would be any retro-
gression in our imports, and ho
thought that the worst that could be
anticipated was a pause-" that in

view of the gradual growth of the
"country, although I do not believe it
"will be to the same extent as we have
"hitherto seen, we may be able not only

to meet the requirements of the cur-
"rent year, with a small margin over,

but to dispense with the necessity of
"additional taxation for a considerable
"period, if not altogether."

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-Hear,
Hear.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER---So, Sir, the
three millions of additional taxation
the hon. gentleman imposed was to be
sufficient to secure the construction of
the Canadian Pacifie Railway without
any application to this House for any-
thing further, according to the hon.
gentleman's own statement. He also
said, as will be seen in the Budget
Speech of 1875, on the 16th of last
February :--" That, to the best of my
"judgment, the House must make up
"its mind to a temporary pause in the
"imports; but I have no doubt that if
"the House were willing to give the
"Government the supplies they de-
"manded, these supplies would be
"ample to enable us to meet present
"expenditures and make provision for
"our future liabilities." I have called
attention to the hon. gentleman's own
words to prove that ho expected no
diminution in the imports; and that
the three millions of additional taxation
were necessary, if there was no check
in the imports, to givo him $25,250,000.
Now, what did he get ? The imports
for 1873-4 amounted in value to
$127,514,549; and for 1874-5, to only
$119,618,657, showing a decrease of
$7,895,892; and yet, Sir, the hon. gen-
tleman who told the House one year
ago that one million and one-half had
been discounted from the Customs re-
venue for :873-4, obtained with this.
reduction of nearly eight millions,
$24,648,715. If with the new taxes ho
had secured the revenue he estimated,
had the imports not increased, ho would
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have received during the year 1874-5
no less than $26,225,990, so that unless
the hon. gentleman can show the House
that lie can take out of the revenue of
1873-4, $1,500,000, and yet have
that sum for the next year, I
have established by his own figures,
that lie has obtained from the
Customs the entire amount lie
estimated lie would have; I will give
the flouse another evidence in a man-
ner I take to be entirely incontrover-
tible, of the fact that ho occupies a false
position.

The receipts in the revenue for
1875 were $8,443,532 for the first six
months, and $6,605,125 for the last
half year; if anything was discounted
my hon. friend will admit that it must
appear in the accounts for the first half
of the year.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIT-Oh, no.
Hon. Mr. TUPPERJ-Oh, yes ; and

whether ho does or not, I have proved
that, unless the bon. gentleman cian
have one and one-half millions in two
places at once, the ground I maintained
a year ago-tlhat hu had mis-stated the
financial condition of this country
when he asserted that there was a
deficit-is conclusively established. I
say that this was the second cause of
depression, and the hon. gentleman
knows that there is no way of checking
commercial prosperity and deepening
fmancial depression more quickly or
more thoroughly undermining the con-
fidence of the great mass of the people
in the soundness of the existing condi-
tion of public affairs, than by taking
the course he bas pursued.

Now J come to another point ofvery
great importance-which I believe has
produced a more disastrous effect
throughout this country than even
those to which I have already adverted
---the attack made in London by Mr.
Potter on Canadian enterprises.
There is no country in the world whose
present and future prosperity depends
more thoroughly and completely than
Canada upon the preservation of
confidence abroad among capital-
ists with reference to ber great
industries and undertakings ; and
J feel that the Prime Minister only
did his duty when in answer to the
onslaught made upon our character

Hon. Mr. TuppER.

and credit and every great work on
which our progress and advancement
depends--he obtained a complete and
exhaustive-reply. J do not hold the
hon. gentlemen on the other side of the
louse guiltless for these damaging and

disastrous statements, for I believe
that Mr. Potter, the President of the
Grand Trunk Railway Company, would
have never made them as lie did if h.
had not been concerned with the hon.
gentlemen opposite in the attempt to
prevent the construction of the Ca-
nadian Pacifie Railway ; and, going fur-
ther, I will show that they stand before
this House and country as endorsers of
every false statement Mr. Potter has
made in the London press in order to
deprive Canada of ber credit and po-
sition. The Prime Ministercalled upon
Mr. Brydges to answer, and ho only
characterized Mr. Potter's statements
accurately when he declared that they
were "reckless and false averments."
I will read the words of the gentle-
man: "They were charges which were
" absolutely false; the charges were wild

and reckless statements, and violent
" attacks upon Canada," and were " un-
" fair, unjust, and false statements, and
"sneers and insinuations against allies."
This language was appropriately used,
and what followed? Mr. Potter pub-
lished a letter, which I hold in my
hand, and which he as circulated
throughout the length and breadth of
England, and beyond its shores; and
in it ho shows that if these were
"false, reckless, unfounded, and unjust
" statements," and "false averments,"
by means of which it was endeavoured
to undermine the credit and character
of Canada and prevent our people ob-
taining a single dollar cf British capi-
tal to carry our enterprises forward,
Mr. Brydges was the author of them
all, and I say that while he remains
an officer of this Government after the
publication of this letter-Mr. Potter
having quoted Mr. Brydges's own
words, and given day and date for
every one of these statements, while
lie h6lds the high and responsible and
almost irresponsible position he does
in this country-the Administration -
stand as endorsers of Mr. Potter's
libel upon Canadian enterprises
DoOs the hon. gentleman sup-
pose that it would not benefit the
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Dominion if the capital could have
been secured for the construction of
the Northern Colonization Railway
from, Montreal to this city ? Is there
a man in this country, who knows any-
thing of this undertaking who doubts
that it was a Pound commercial enter-
prise? And yet for the allegations made
by Mr. Potter producing such a state of
paralysis in all our enterprises, Mr.
iBrydges is shown to be responsible,
and consequently while the latter holds
his present high office the Govern-
ment is also responsible. I will not
detain the bouse by reading his aver-
ments, though I could prove, step by
step, that our public enterprises, both
in Upper and Lower Canada, have
been prostrated in the market of Eng-
land by the false statements made by
that gentleman, to Mr. Potter.

Well, Sir, the next step taken by the
the Hon. Minister of Finance to the
great injury of Canada, was made in the
Budget Speech he delivered in 1874,
when he not only charged that a deficit
existed, but he also portrayed our
financial position in terms that could
have no other effect than to cause dis-
may in the minds of all persons who
placed the slightest reliance on his
opinion. He told' the House that
if we proceeded with the construction
of the Canada Pacifie Railway, we
would impose upon the Dominion a
debt relatively larger than the debt of
England or the United States; and
having taken that ground the Admin-
istration commited thenselves unre-
servedly to the policy of carrying on
this railroad to completion as a Gov-
ernment work. Every person in or
out of the Dominion, relying upon the
accuracy of the hon. gentleman's state-
ments, could only then come to the
conclusion that our financial position
was more deplorable than that of any
other country, and expect at an early
day that we would be ruined by a most
oppressive taxation. The hon. gentle-
man not only provided for the con-
struction of this railway as a Govern-
ment undertaking, but he generously
added the building of 360 miles of
road outside of the Pacifie Railway
proper, involving seventeen or eighteen
millions of dollars of additional ex-
penditure., The hon. gentleman at
the time undertook to give us

a remedy, and that was the tariff
upon which, by the way, the lon.
Minister of Justice passed a high
encomium in his speech to the electors
of Walkerton ?

I believe he did me the great honour
to quote me as an authority for having
borne my humble tribute to the
wonderful skill of the Minister of
Finance in the construction of that
tariff. He must imagine that the
people at Walkerton whom he was
addressing on that occasion had very
little acquaintance with the press or
public matters. Did he suppose there
was any person there so ignorant as not
to know that the tariff which he was
eulogizing and to which I had the
honor to pay an indirect tribute, was
not the hon. gentlemen's tariff at all ?

My hon. friend the Premier, at Sar-
nia, on the eve of an important election
in Montreal West, claimed credit for
the Government having given 2½ per
cent. additional protection. HIad my
hon. friend and the Minister of Justice
forgotten that the tariff which was
brought down to this House was laugh-
ed out of it ? lad the hon. gentleman
forgotten that the Finance Minister,
after producing his tariff with a 16¾
duty, came back, after his tariff had
been ventilated in the House and out-
side of it, with some thirty changes to
meet the views of the people and their
representatives ? I think under these
circumstances it was scarcely com-
petent for the Minister of Justice to
pass a very brilliant eulogium on the
wonderful genius of the Minister of
Finance. Why, at this moment the
tariff is complained of as possess-
ing anomalies of a very serious kilnd.
The hon. gentleman knows a very
serious blunder was made in the impo-
sition of the tariff on wines. le knows
that the policy he propounded, instead
of being calculated to give aid to the
industries of this country which wanted
protection, was diametrièally opposed
to them. The hon. gentleman knows
this was the analysis given to the
tariff as introduced by the Finance
Minister-wines were to give $200,000 ;
brandies and spirits, $200,000 ; silks,
satins, velvets, jewellery, &c., $400,000;
unenumerated list, all that could pro-
mote protection, $500,000 ; tea and
coffee, $400,OOO ; metals, iron, &c.,
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$100,000; machinery, implements, ship
materials, &c., $350,000. I do not
think there was much protection in
taxing machinery that for the purpose
of fostering our industires we had
allowed to come into our coun-
try free. So, out of tic whole
$3,000,000 it was proposed ¶to
raise $500,000 ont of the 162 duty and
if that tariff was remodelled in all re-
spects, it was done in deference to the
gentlemen un this side of the House
and public opinion outside of it. But
it was sufficient to convulse and dis-
turb the trade of the country. Every-
thing up to that time had been going
on in the most prosperous and satisfac-
tory manner, and until the hon.
gentleman, without the slightest
excuse or necessity as far as the current
expenditure of that year was involved,
startled the whole country by the cry
that for the purpose of meeting current
expenditures he must have $3,000,000
more revenue, and in addition to all
that, the Pacifie Railway was to be
constructed as a Government work. I
don't think that was calculated to pro-
moto the prosperity of the country,
but to bring about just such a condition
of affairs as we have to-day.

Another step of the Ministry was
entering into an engagement to build
the Pacifie Railroad in fiiteen years,
without the qualification-if the re-
sources of the country would permit
that to be done without increasing
taxation. There are fourteen years
left for carrying out the contract
binding us to construet that road
without any regard to the resources of
Canada, or how severe the taxation
may be which it may involve. That
was the next step-a step calculated
to shake the confidence of the people
of Canada as to the ability of
those who occupied the Treasury
Benches to manage the affairs of the
Dominion. In his speech at Halifax
the Hon. Premier stated the British
Empire, with all its resources, could
not construct the Canadian Pacifie
Railway in ton years, and yet, inspired
by the same sort of Duteh courage
which seems to animate the Finance
Minister to-night, he was roady to
pledge the faith of Canada to construct
in fifteen years a work which the
whole resources of the British Empire

Bon. Mr. TvrPma.

could not accomplish in ten. 1 an
not surprised that a policy like that
had the effect of shaking the confi-
dence of commercial mon in the ability
of the Government, and producinz
alarm as to our future.

Then we had Mr. Brown's Recipro-
city Treaty. Is there an intelligent
man in this country who supposes you
can send an ambassador to Washing-
ton and publish to the world his propo-
sitions-propositions that struck terror
and dismay into the mind of every
man engaged in manufacturing in this
country-without inflicting the most
disastrous consequences ? Is there any
one who supposes that the announce-
ment of such radical changes eould be
made without producing an effect more
injurious than anything else-that is,
making every man who bas a dollar to
invest afraid to m ake any use of it for
fear these startling changes would cause
'him to sustain loss instead of reaping
benefit ? It would be impossible to-
over-estimate the disastrous consequen-
ces of the policy propounded by Mr.
Brown or the effect of that draft treaty,
abortive as it was, in producing the
commercial depression by the uncer-
tainty it created as to what changes
were to be made.

Then we have the loan of 1874.
I say J believe the Finance Mi-
nister made a great mistake in the
interest of Canada when he went to
England in 1874 and mortgaged the
revenues of our country imposing
$20,000,000 additional debt upon us.
I say ho took a course most injurious
to the interests of Canada because he
did that which no Finance Minister is
warranted in doing. There is nothing
more unjustifiable than to negotiate
such a loan without having a necessity
for the money. Now, the hon. gen-
tleman did not require it. When we
were discussing the matter a year ago
the hon. gentleman was asked, " Why
" did you want so much money? " ie
answered, "It is inadvisable to go to
"the money markets of the world too-
"frequently, and in order to avoid that
"we put a larger loan on the mar-
"ket than we required." On the 15th
of June last the hon. gentlemen had
remaining unused $15,000,000 of the
$17,500,000 realized from the $20,000,-
000 loan. It is known he loaned to-
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the banks a very large amount of
money, and when he was challenged
with having suddenly called, by a
circular issued from his department
for the return of this money, a defence
was entered into by the hon. gentle-
man's paper in Kingston, the British
Whig.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I must
decline the honour of having an organ
of my own.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I say no man
living could have written the article
except the Finance Minister or some-
body in his confidence, because it under-
took to state every dollar at the dispo-
sal of the Government and where it
was. It said: " it is true he is calling
"in $5,500,000 or $6,000,000, but there
"is still eight or nine millions left in the
"lhands ofthe banks." Therefore by the
evidence of the Canada Gazette and
the statement of the amount of money
the bon. gentleman would have when
this was called for, he had $15,000,000 of
this loan in the banks of Canada and
with their agents in England, on the
15th June last.

I believe the time has come when
it is necessary to deal with this ques-
tion. I believe the hon. gentleman is
responsible to this House and to the
people of Canada for borrowing money
that he did not require, and has done
much to cause this financial depression
by the way in which he as used it.
He was correct to-night when he said
that one of the causes of the depression
in trade was inflation. He was correct
when he said that the banks were
largely to blame for it, because they
had put their money out, and at such
times they would lend it to men of
straw.

Now, Sir, I ask the hon. gentleman if
there was not a condition of things that
required contraction in the trade of this
country, as undoubtedly there was, for
there is no question that the inflated
condition of commercial affairs had
assumed a verv decided aspect
and was doing a very large amount
of injury ? But in that crisis of the
country, when inflation was deplored,
what did the hon. gentleman do ? Ie
borrowed fifteen millions on the credit
of Canada and increased that inflation
by loaning it to 4he banks. In the

20

first place this was fraught with dis-
aster. The financial depression in-
creased and the hon. gentleman
became alarmed, and he then having
rushed into one difficulty in order to
escape it, rushed into a worse one ;
and that was sending to the banks a
vaguely worded circular that caused
alarm, by suddenly calling upon them
to repay the whole of it. The very
first thing that looked like a financial
crisis was when the hon. gentleman
issued that circular. The banks in-
stantly shut down on their customers;
men who, in consequence of this
fifteen million being placed in the
hands of the Government had been
obtaining money, suddenly had their
discounts shut down upon, and the
whole country was in a state of alarm
of financial panic; and it was only
after the press of the party to which I
have the honour to belong, and notably
the press of Ottawa--the Citizen-at-
tacked the hon. gentleman and brought
a pressure to bear upon him that lie
withdrew his circular, and thereby
showed that he had made a mistake in
issuing it, when he had other resources
to fall back upon. I give that as one
cause, and one of the principal causes
for the commercial depression and finan-
cial crisis that bas existed during the-
past season. But I have another objec-
tion,and a very grave one to this course.
I say it is a corrupt policy. These
gentlemen professed to be upholders of
purity in public life, and that their great
mission was the elevation of the stand-
ard of public morality. I want to know if
this is not corrupt, and calculated to
produce corruption ? Why, Sir, what
have we had ? I will venture to draw
the attention of the House to one or two
facts in this connection, which I think
will convince the iouse that no mea-
.sure which the power of the
Government can exercise is so
fraught with corruption as their
power to allow publie money to
be distributed amongst banks in the
manner practiced by the present Gov-
ernment. It is unfair in the first in-
stance, for one banker can get his capi-
tal without paying for it, because I
must tell you that millions of this
money has not only been ýcattered
amongst the banks, but given here
and there in half millions at a time,
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without any interest whatever. And
so while the people of Canada are pay-
ing interest upon the debt created two
years ago in England, the hon. gentle-
man has been giving half millions of it
at a time for months and months, and
I may say a year together, to those to
whom he was disposed, without their
paying one single dollar of interest. Is
itcorrupt or is it not corrupt to put any
Government in the position or any
Finance Minister in the position of
placing $500,000 of the public money
without any interest in the bank of a
supporter ? And when one of these
bankers is a Senator and was a gentle-
muan to whom the Government were
looking for support, it assumes
< character which makes it im-
possible to prevent the intelligent
and independent men of this country
fron believing that their money has
been sacri1iced in the very worst way
which it is 'possible to conceive. It
will be in the recollection of the HRouse
that a very remarkable letter was
written by one of the great purists of
this country, a gentleman who has
been loudest in all the country in
demanding that we should have purity
of elections. J will detain the House
for a single moment as this is a matter
which merits a good deal of attention.
I refer to the Hon. George Brown, the
editor of the Toronto Globe, the great
organ of the party, and the great out-
side means of upholding the standard
of publie morality. The letter was as

oalws:-

ToaeNro, 15th August, 1872.
"My DEAR SiR -- The fight goes bravely

on, but it is hard to work up against the
enormous sums the Government candidates
have in their bands. We have expended our
strength in aiding the out-counties and help.
ing our city candidates, but a big push has to
be made on Saturday and Monday for the
East and West Divisions if we are not to
succumb to the cash of the Government. We
eould carry al three divisions easily but for
the cash against us, and if we carry thefirst on
Saturday, the other two will go with us in
spite of all the cash they can muster. We
therefore make our grand stand on Saturday.
There are but half a dozen people that can
oosMe downc handsonely, and we have done all
that we possibly can do, and we have to ask
a few outsiders to aid us. Will you be one ?
I have been urged to write and comply
accordingly.

Things look well over the Province ; with

Hon. Mr. TurPR.

all their money, we shall beat them hollow in
Ontario, and things look bright in Quebee.

c Faithfully Yours-
Goo. Baow

"Hon. John Simpson,
&c., &c."

Well, Sir, I have the sequence of
that letter, and that is the letter writ-
ton by the Hon. John Simpson, to
whom the letter I have just read was
sent, and the President of the Bank of
Ontario. The Hon. John Simpson
says ho never has expended any money
eorruptly. I am not going to chal-
lenge the accuracy of his statement,
especially as he is not here to answer
me. But as this letter is publie prop-
erty, ho cannot prevent people where
there is a very strong sequence from
forming their own conclusions. And
we find that this worthy President of
the Bank of Ontario, thus invited to
come down handsomely whatever he
did in the way of money used
his influence in the most potent man-
ner by issuing a circular to the parties
dealing with the bank of which ho was
President, calling upon them in virtue
of the benefit it would be to the Bank
of Ontario to sustain the present
Government. He says, I If they are
"sustained, our bank and the other
"Ontario banks, and through them the
"country, will have the use of the
"Government surplus until required.
"May I ask you to give my old friend
"iMr. Cameron your candid hearty

support."
I say that this was followed up by

the fact that the Hon. the Minister of
Finance did lend large sums to this
Bank, for I have just taken up a couple
of returns from the Canada Gazette,
to show that whether or not this hon.
Senator made a "big push," he was
duly remembered by his friends upon
the Treasury Benches. I find that on
the 30th June last this worthy gentle-
man who is asked to "comne down
" handsomely " has in his possession
$669,194 of the public money of
Canada without paying one dollar
interest. Now, I ask if I am not right
in drawing the attention of the fouse
to this statement as a proof of mal-ap-
propriation of public money, an4, as
calculated to create the impression
that that money was issued for pur-
poses of corruption. I have in my
hand a return up to the 30th Septem-
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1er, and I find that while he had
been generous énough to the Govern-
qnent to return a small sum of
it, still he has $598,084 of the
public money without a particle of
interest being paid. There is a large

..amount outside of that. I may be told
that the other banks could have obtain-
ed it and on the same terms. I say
that this is an entire fallacy. Mr.
Simpson would not venture to accept
the money unless lie dare use it. He
having " come down handsomely " and
being a good friend of the Government
-could use the money, but another
person not having the same claims and
influence dare not use the money, be-
cause it would place him in the power
of the Government to destroy him. I
give that to the hon. gentleman as one
of the modes in which he bas used the
money which he secured by a loan and
obtained without necessity -- a use
which was neither creditable to the
Government, safe for the country nor
calculated to promote confidence in
the gentleman administrating public
affairs.

But, Sir, there is another objection.
What do these gentlemen think of the
independence of Parliament Act ? Is it
a farce? No members of this House are
allowed to accept one dollar for their
services, no matter how valuable to
the Government, thus preventing the
possibility of the Government by the
use of public money influencing the
action of any member of this House.
But where is the force of this inde-
pendence of Parliament Act, with Mr.
Wilkes sitting alongside of me, lie be-
ing the Vice-President of a bank that
lias Government money without paying
interest, and with Mr. Simpson and
Mr. MeMaster, of the Senate, with
nearly a million in their hands ? Men
in the position of Mr. Wilkes would be
told: " If you are not careful of the line
" you adopt, we will take away our de-
" posits." All he has to do is to utter
one independent sentiment in this
House and he will receive a polite note
from the Minister of Finance to say:
"Wewill require that money." And yet
these gentlemen are going to uphold
public morality and are sticklers for
the independence of Parliament. Who
does not remember -that a gentleman
of the highest character and standing,

20k

was hounded almost to death bec tuse, in
respect of public services, he ncepted
a comparatively small stipend. I re-
fer to Mr. Grey, a pre.siding Judge
of British Columbia. And yet the
gentlemen who protested so loudly
about that can give half a million of
the public money for a year with-
out interest to one of their suppor-
ters. Yet these gentlemen want to
know why all public confidence has
been shaken in the administration of
public affairs, and why there is a pause
in the prosperity of the country. I
tell them that measures like this are
admirably calculated to do this. We
now come down to the loan of 1875.
I have shown that on the 20th day of
June the hon. gentleman had fiffeen
million of money distributed among
the banks, and before the close of the

i year the same gentleman who had told
us that we had borrowed a good deal
more noney than we wanted-because
it was very disastrous to enter the
money market too often, at the
time of a great commercial crisis, hied
across the Atlantic for the purpose of
negotiating another loan. People
could not understand it when ithey
looked at the Hansard and saw what
lie had said, to sec him now, although
with a surplus in his hands,wanting still
more. The hon. member for Montreal
West has kindly given ns a solution
of that. I will read it from the Herald,
the organ in Montreal ofthe hon. gentle-
man opposite and the property of
the hon. gentleman upon the Treasury
Benches.

The lion. member for Montreal
Wesf, in fact shows us that the
Finance Minister, instead of with-
drawing the ample deposits held
by the Government in Canadian
banks, negotiated a fresh loan in
England to enable Senator Simp-
son to obtain the use of one-half
million of the people's money placed
in his bank, the Finance Minister
therefore went to London, not in his
Ministerial capacity, but as the agent
of the banks for whom he borrowed
money. I have no doubt that my
hon. friend from Montreal West is
correct in what he has stated, and
that what he gave to the people of
Canada through the Montreal llerald,
are the real and valid reasons why
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this iew loan was made in accordance
with principles contrary to those the
hon. gentleman has always propounded.

Mr. WORKMAN-Will the hon.
gentleman permit me to explain ? I
had no communication whatever with
the Government. I occupied, unfor-
tunately, the position of a Vice-Presi-
dent of a Bank, and the withdrawal of
the deposits at a time when such strin-
gency was prevailing, was producing
a great deal of distress.

lHon. Mr. TUPPER-I am extrmely
gratified to hear this, for my hon.
friend has furnished me with the best
evidence of the entire soundness of my
argument.

Mr. WORKMAN-And I think he
was quite right in doing so.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-So they are
really corroborated and sustained by
the hon, gentleman, who is perhaps as
well qualified to give us the facts of
the case as any one in this louse.

I now approach another subject that
I believe has also a good deal to do
with shaking the confidence of the
people in the present Government.
You cannot destroy the confidence of
the public in the Administration ofthe
day withont producing commercial and
fnancial misehief. Why, any person
who listened to the eloquent, animated
and impassioned appeal addressed to
the House by the Finance Minister
to-day would suppose they were plac-
ing the people of Canada, under the
deepest obligation for their economy
when he was addiiig to the public debt
of the Dominion. the statement was
received with an enthusiastic cheer as
if he was paying it out of his own
pocket. Generous in the last degree,
he borrowed money on the publie debt,
and I trust that he duly appreciated the
enthusiasm with which the announce-
ment was received. But the people of
Canada had been led to suppose by the
declarations of hon. gentlemen opposite
when they were on this side of the
House, that when they received control
of publie affairs a new régime would be
inaugurated, that all would be economy
such as never before had been practiced,
There was no charge hurled against
us with such persistency as that we
were extravagant. Well, we were lib-
eral with the public money but it was be.

Hon. Mr. TuPPzr.

cause we had to be liberal with it. Under
the low taritf of 15 pe cent. we were
able to take off $2,000,000 per annum
from the public taxes, making tea and
coffee free, althougli we carried on the
affairs of the country on that generous
scale which we believe.contributed to
the best interests of the country and to
its prosperity. Yet when thes gentle-
men came into office they proclaimed
that there was a deficit. They saddled
the country with three millions of addi-
tional taxation, and they imposed a
duty on tea and coffee, whicli was by
us admitted free, yet from the time
they attained power their expendi-
tures have been extravagant as com-
pared with our own. Previous to
proceeding with my remarks on this
subject, I must complain of the manner
in which the Finance Minister keeps.
the public accounts. A year ago the
subject was very fully discussed in this
fHouse, the hon. gentleman having
occasion to make an explanation in
this regard ; and I had hoped that it
would be unnecessary to allude to it
again. Although these hon. gentlemen
have always declared that everything
should be above-board, and that we
should have the fullest information
concerning all public business, the
people have never been treated in such
a way as by this Administration which
is bound to publish the state of the
revenue and expenditure monthly. Yet
down to this. hour such statements for-
the month of March have been sup-
pressed, and despite the efforts of the-
press this information could not be ob-
tained. I sean these matters with the
closest attention, because every public-
man must on them form his opinions
with reference to the financial position
of the Dominion. The Opposition has.
the right to complain strongly in this.
connection, for such information was
always furnished the hon, gentlemen
opposite when they occupied seats on
this side of the flouse. It is the same
with the Railway Accounts. The
Canada Gazette published monthly the
returns of all Canadian railways, and
this was done down to March. Every-
body is aware that a great controversy-
had arisen between myseif and hon.
gentlemen in this flouse regard-
ing the tariff introduced by Mr.
Brydges on the Intercolonial Rail-

Budget.(COMmiONS.]



e[FEBRUARY 25, 1876.]

,way, and which we claimed was
bad. It appears that loss was experi-
enced in the receipts of this road con-
firming my view, but the returns were
published until March, when a large
decrease took place, and from that hour
to this, we have been unable to sccure
precise information in this relation.
But that is not my only charge against
the hon gentleman in relation to the
public accounts. The House knows
the controversy I had with the hon.
gentleman opposite because for the
purpose of swelling the expendi-
ture of 1873-4 in order to extricate
himself from the false position which
he was in by having proclaimed that
there would be a deticit for that year;
ihe took from the capital expenditure
half a million and charged it to current
expenditure; and what was his answer.
I have it here in the Blansard.

Well, Sir, we had to submit. The
,hon. gentleman took the half million
voted by this House for capital expen-

,diture, such as the construction of snow
sheds half a mile in extent and similiar
work on the Intercolonial Railway
-money that ought to be legitimately
-charged to the Intercolonial Railway
construction account, as much capital
expenditure as it is'possible to conceive

.anything to be, and it was charged

.against us in the accounts for 1873-4
because the hon. gentleman declared
that the capital account of the Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick Railway
had remained open long enough.
But he has donc a great deal worse.
le asked the House, consistent with
the principle he had propounded here,
to vote $800,000 for change ofguage on
the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
Railways, chargeable to current ex-
penditure; and he has in the Public
Accounts, for the purpose of extri-
cating himself, gone back on him-
elf and taken nearly half a million

-of money that, in the Statute Book, is
appropriated for current revenue, and
charged it to capital. When his neces-
sities require it he charges as current
revenue what belongs to capital, and
when it suits him he takes half a mil-
lion of current expenditure and charges
it to the capital account. I think that
is a course which will not receive the
.iapproval of any gentleman on either
,aide of the House who have any re-

gard for the way in which public ac-
counts should be kept on any honest
principle, by which one year can be
con4trasted with another. The difil-
culty was this: that with all their
vaunted professions of economy we
find their expenditure on those roads
larger than ours. If you are allowed
to keep accounts like that you may
make a surplus or a deficit just where
you like.

Having given that explanation with
regard to the mode of keeping the
accounts, I corne to this retrenchment
question. And what do we find ? I
will take the expenditure of last
year. I tind that in 1874-5 the expen-
diture over 1873-4 for civil grovernment
was $25,582. The gentlemen who
denounced us, when they stood where
we now stand, as having the public
offices filled fron garret to cellar with
useless, unnecessary people for the
purpose of providing salaries and
placs for our friends, have found
places where they coulid crowd a few
more ; and instead of showing re-
trenchmuent to the extent of $50,000,
on that service they spent $25,825
more than we did in our most extrava-
gant year. That year, 1873-4, does
not afford a fair contrast for ourselves,
because those gentlemen came in and
governed during the last half of that
year, and were anxious to swell the ex-
penditure and create a deficit. But as
we were in office that year, I take it,
although 1872-3 would be more favour-
#blefor my purpose.

An Hon. Gentleman-Why?
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-For a great

many reasons. Does the hon. member
not know that in 1873-4 came the
readjustment of the debt, the operation
by which we had settled the difficulty
between Ontario and Quebec, and had
given a large sum of money to other
Provinces to carry out their system of
public works, and that there were ex-
penditures largely increased over the
previous year ? If the hon. gentleman
does not know that, he ought.

I come next to the Administration
of Justice, and I find that in 1874-5
they have spent $38,386 more than we
did. They iraytell me that is statu-
tory, but while the hon. gentlemen sit
upon the Treasury Benches they are
responsible for their increase of statu.
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tory exi c: diture as well as any other.
We then corne to superannuation ; and
f find notwithstanding the larg

amount expended by us, and we dealt
*ith every necessary case, in their
first year they exceeded us by 812,856
more tkan we ever expended. And I
am not surprised at this. When they
want a place for a supporter, when any
hungry office-hunter desires employ-
ment, some officer is superannuated to
make room for him. I met a gentle-
man yesterday as hale and hearty as
ever he was in his life, and I asked him
why he was not at his work. "Oh"
lie replied, "I am supera nnuated and
"an receiving $1,200 a year, while
" another man is filling my place at a
"larger salary." That man was being
paid a large sum for doing nothing,
who was as able to do the duty as at
any other period of bis life. This is
only one instance, and there are many
more of them. That, however, accounts
for the increase of $12,856 on the pub-
lic expenditure for superannuation.

On militia they have spent $35,567
more than our expenditure for 1873-4.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT----More
than the largest ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER---Yes ; more
than the expenditure of 1873-4.

lon. .Mr. CARTWRIGHT---it was
more than $800,000 within.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I say that
your expenditure for 1874--5 is $35,567
more than our expenditure for 1873-4.
I undertake to make that statement,
and shall be obliged if the hon.
gentleman can make any corrections.
Ln Ocean and River service they
spent $45,742 more than we did in the
previous year. In Miscellaneous,
which covers a great many things as
all know who have been in the Govern-
ment, and which prevents going into
nupleasant details, their expenditure
was $29,448 more than ours. With
regrd to Customs, I dare say the
louse remembers that I was charged
with a large increase in that depart-
ment. That iricreased expenditure,
however, was because Parliament
placed a sum of money at my disposal
for the purpose of readjusting salariez.
I thouglit we attended to that matter
on a tolerably liberal scale ; the present
Administration, however, were of a

Hon. Mr. TuPPipR.

different opinion and evidently con-
sidered we had not been extravagant.
enough, and they went over our ex-
penditure by $24,374. In the Post
Office Department their expenditure
was $]33,984 more than ours.

I was very much amused in reading
the speech of my bon. friend the
Minister of Justice, at Walkerton. the-
other day. le said that not only the-
Postal Treaty was an admirable one,
but that financially it was beneficial.
But the hon. gentleman did not take
the trouble to look at the Public
Accounts, or even read the speech of-
the Minister of Finance, in which that
gentleman told the House that,
although the advantage of a person
wishing to send a letter to the United
States had been increased by the
reduction of the postage, we must pre-
pare for a considerable increase in the
expenditure and decrease in the income.
I don't think it is a financial success to -
make the expenditure $133,948 more
than we ever paid.

For the collection of minor revenues,
which is a matter which costs a com- -
paratively small sum, there is an in-
crease of $11,496. For the Mounted
Police we have an increase of'$133,984,
and for the North-West organization
$14,440.

Just in a few of these items, which I
have run over to make a comparison as
my eye rested upon them, the increase
of tbis economical Government is
$505,829 above the largest expenduture
we ever made in that of 1873-74. I
will now give a slight resune of the
sort of retrenchment and economy they
propose to inaugurate, and show how
much money they ask the louse to
vote in this time of deep distress
which demands the most rigid economy.
I shall contrast their estimates for
1876-7 with our expenditure of 1873-4,in
which our largest expenditure occurred.
For Civil Government they only ask
$10,718 more; for administration of jus-
tice $148,349. The latter we are told is
statutory, but it is a statute placed on
the book by themselves. They claim
great credit on account of that
measure. They say the late Govern-
ment year after year brouglit in a bill
for the establishment of the Supreme
Court and were unsuccessful. But
they do not consider that there was no-
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groat hurry for the consumation of
that object. We had no Minister of
Justice anxious to take his seat on the
bench of that Court, and therefore no
one had a personal interest in pushing
the measure. We failed to establish
this Supreme Tribunal, but it was our
opinion that it would be time enough
to pass a Bill of that character after a
fuJ and ample discussion when the
members of this House should have
come to some agreement as to what
powers the Court should exercise. But
the present Ministry put an Act on the
Statute Book and organized the Court
before some of the hon. gentlemen
b,ehind them were agreed as to its
powers. I may say, however, that it
is a tribunal which should be organized
at some period, but there was no
hurry and the country would not
have suffered, in my judgment, if the
additional $100,000 imposed on the
country had been saved for some time
longer.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gentle-
man is entirely over-stating the estim-
ate of the Court.

Hon. Mr. TU PPER- I flnd that the
administration of justice last year cost
$38,000 more than the previous year.
This year it is $148,344 more. If that
addition is not in the Supreme Court,
it ls somewhere else.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Certainly.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I may take the

opportunity here to refer to another
matter which is somewhat connected
with this subject. During a very in-
teresting tour with the Prime Minister
in North Renfrew this matter came
under discussion, and I read with great
pain and regret some remarks in the

imes newspaper of this city charging
me with having attacked the late Min-
ister of Justice, now a Judge of that
Court. I take this opportunity of say-
ing that I made no attack upon that
gentleman, and also that I believe no
greater mistake could be made by any
publie man than to attack any one
charged with the administration of
justice 'without the very gravest rea-
sons-reasons that would warrant him
in asking this House to impeach the
gputleman. That article was an entire

ma prehensiou. My attack was upon
the IPime Minister. I was referring to

the speech lie made at St. Andrew's
Dinner, one which I read with pride
and pleasure, when the Hon. lEist
Minister stated the time had arrived
when no man holding any position ln
the country was anxious to promote a
severance of Canada from tie ' rowz,
I reminded my hon. friend that the
Hon. Postmaster General stood com-
mitted to those opinions, and I also
said that a gentleman has been recent-
ly placed on the Bench of the Supreme
Court who had been an advocate of the
independence of Canada. I made no
charge against the hon. gentleman. I
should be sorry if I had done so; and
having this opportunity I may state
that while the late Minist er of Justice
sat in this House he enjoyed the re-
spect of both sides and filled the high
office he held with credit to himself
and the country.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I believe
my hon. friend bas given a correct
version of what he said at that
meeting.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I am much
obliged to my hon. friend for having
corroborated my own recollection, be-
cause sometimes in the heat of political
discussion one does not say exactly
what he intends to say.

Hon. Gentlemen-Hear, hear.-
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-But I can

assure the House that is not the case
on the present occasion. I have said
exactly what I felt in regard to the Hon
late Minister of Justice I come again
to the question of superannuation, and
find this retrenchment Government,
those gentlemen who have declared
that the remedy for the evils we are
now suffering from was to pare down
the expenditures of the country, ouly
ask the modest sum of $30,557 more
than we expended on that service. On
the collection of Customs, although
they expended last year $24,374 more
than we did this year with all their
retrenchment and economy they
,ask the House for $39,392 more than
we erpended. In the Inland Revenue
service-I am not including weights
and measures-a large additional
charge that goes into action for the first
time, and I would be sorry to object to
the expenditure.
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Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - Whose
Statute was it ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER - I am very
proud to be able toclaim the paternity
of it-for the Inland Revenue service
outside the weights and measures they
ask for $24,982 an increase on last year
and more than we ever expended on
the same service. In the Post-Office
Department 1 showed that last year they
expended $133,984 more than we did.
They propose this year to spend $345,-
230 more than our expenditure dur-
ing 1873-4. On Indians they pro-
pse to spend $155,287 more than we

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Is there
anything wrong in that?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The late Go-
vernment kept the Indians pacified
with less. In these few items these
gentlemen have increased the largest
expenditure of the late " extravagant"
Government by $769,918.

My hon. friend the Minister of
Finance a little while ago told us in
making up his statement of the ex-
penditures that we must take out
certain items- the boundary survey
for instance. I quite admit that in
the explanation he gave ho was justi-
fied in making that objection, but he
will allow me perhaps, as ho has taken
the liberty of adjusting the figures, a
little to say that he can hardly charge
the $69,000 of Customs refunds to the
expenditure of 1873-4. He must ad-
mit that wherever it goes it must
come out of the account for 1873-4. I
add that to his balance of $396,655,
and thon I come to the error in the
railway accounts. My hon. friend
must either take out of the expenditure
of 1873-4 $545,605 of capital expendi-
ture charged to the revenue of that
year, or he must charge the expendi-
ture of the last year with the amount
that ho has charged to capital expen-
diture which was voted for revenue.
He cannot put both on one side, so I
add the $69,000 of Customs refunds,
which never ought to have been ex-
pended by anybody, and I add $545,-
605 taken out of capital expenditure
and put to the charge of 1873-4,
and it gives a total of $1,000,580 of
money expended in 1874-5-more
than the largest expenditure of the late

Hon. mr. TDPE.

Government. Now, I come to a part of
my remarks in whichI have the pleas-
ing duty of complimenting the hon.
Minister of Finance; and you can
scarcely imagine how agreeable it is to
me, after the painful duty I have had
of subjecting the actions of the hon.
gentleman to fair and legitimate criti-
cism. Mistaken as the hon. gentle-
man's policy has been, ho has shown
there is a redeeming feature in bis
political character. le has shown
he is not unsusceptible to improve-
ment; he has shown that instead of
obstinately refusing to be taught he
is willing to be instructed. It was my
duty a year ago to criticise the loan
negotiated by him. I am prepared
here to sustain the criticism I thon
made as to the comparative value of
the loan. I said the hon. gentleman
had not done justice to the country in
that negotiation. We contended, the
late Government having obtained the
boon of an Imperial guarantee, that
when the hon. gentleman wanted
money ho was not doing justice to the
people of Canada by keeping that
guarantee in his pocket, and float-
ing unguaranteed Canadian deben-
tures on the Londen market.
The hon. gentleman aecepted that
criticism, and when ho went back to
London to borrow money again he
used the Imperial guarantee, the re-
sult being that, instead of Canadian
debentures selling at a discount of 12
per cent, ho has placed them on the
market at a little below par. He was
not above drawing a little wisdom
from the gentlemen on this aide of the
louse, and when ho went to England
last time ho gave to the people of that
country a fair and candid exhibit of
the position of Canada. I shall point
to that evidence from the hand of the
Hon. Minister of Finance himself when
I want to shew to the people of this
Dominion that out of the mouths of
these gentlemen, when they want to
get money, they are obliged to confess
that the administration of public
affaira in Canada under their prede-
cessors presented such a record as few
countries in the world could exhibit.
What was the result when ho used the
Imperial guarantee and did justice to
his predecessors, showing how they
had carried the financial position from.
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p>int to point until they stood in the
proudest position in which any country
could stand? H1e could then put his
loan on the markets of the world on
terms favourable to our people. I chal-
lenged the policy of the hon. gentleman
in making his loan in 1874, fixing the
price, the rate of interest, the discount
:and the period at which they had to
run. and then saying, IWho will take

the bonds ?" By this means he pre-
vented capitalists from competing so
that we could obtain the largest pos-
sible amount for the debentures. I say
when the hon, gentleman fixed the rate
of interest, fixed the discount ai said
to the capitalists, IlHow much will

you take ?" he made it impossible for
Canada to obtain all that it could
obtain if he had followed the precedent
offormer Finance Ministers. It formed
a precedent under which any Finance
Minister could place half a million of
the peoples' money in his pocket with-
out ever being detected. He said,

Those who do not hear from me will
'know that nothing has been allotted

"to them." It meant that the hon.
gentleman could arrange with whom he

leased before hand as to who should
ave the loan. And there is a very

remarkable circumstance in connection
with this. When I said more money
was tendered than was asked for, the
hon. getleman said he only got the loan
by getting the financial agents to take
a million pounds themselves.

The papers laid before the house two
days ago proved that £5,148,000 ster-
ling was offered for the four million
loan. I said it was a suspicious cir-
-cumstance that the financial agent
should get a million of that loan.

In negotiating the last loan the hon.
gentleman went to England and put
the guarantee on the market, adopting
to the letter the principles we pro-
pounded from this side of the House as
the principles that should prevail in
placing a loan. In his application
for tenders he asked the capitalists to
State in their offer how much they
wanted, the price they wouldgive, and
he also took care to inform the Eng-
lish public that the financial agents
would not take any of it. Because he
felt that to give a million to the very
people to whom he was bound to go
and ask what terms he should put this

loan on the market, was calculated to
surround the whole transaction with
suspicion.

Ilon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-I beg to
state that the financial advisers were
reluctant to take that million, and I
had to use great pressure to induce
them to take it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-There was
no necessity for them to take it as
there was more than enough offered
without, but as I said before, it is with
pleasure I flnd that the hon. gentle-
man, bad as he is, is not unsusceptible
of improvement, and the advico that
baýs been offered from the Opposition
side of the House has been received
in that spirit of meekness that such
advice should be received, and the
country to-day stands in a better posi-
tion, fnancially, than it would have
done if that advice had not been
accepted.

The hon. gentleman gave us some
reasons why he wanted at this particu-
lar moment, contrary to everything he
had stated in the House, to negotiate
this loan. I hope there was not a
motive kept back when he was making
a full confession. I hope the impres-.
sion that has gone abroad is not true,
that the hon. gentleman knew that he
could not get the Imperial Guarantee
if the Order in Council in reference to,
British Columbia was in the Colonial
Secretary's hands.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I beg
to state that Lord Carnarvon was fully
apprized of the policy and intentions
of this Government by the G overn-
ment before any prospectus appeared
in the London papers at all; that Lord
Carnarvon had the fullest information
of our policy before the loan appeared
on the London market.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I am gratified
that I afforded the hon. gentleman the
oportunity of making the statement.
I am glad that the hon. gentlemen are
in a position to state that they acted
in good faith with the Imperial Govern-
ment on that transaction, as we feel a
paternal interest in that loan.

I do not intend to occupy the time
of the House any further on the re-
marks that have fallen from the hon.
gentleman, but before sitting down, as
my hon. friend the Prime Minister
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yésterday stated his anxiety to discuss
his policy on free-trade and protection
and explain definitely and fully what is
his policy, I cannot take my seat with-
out making a remark as to the posi-
tion that the hon. gentleman occupies
in relation to his statement on that
question.

We have gathered from the Hon.
Minister of Finance what his policy is.
A most disastrous condition of things
has been brought about in the position
of the people of this country by one of
the most trying crises that has taken
place perhaps for a great many years ;
and the hon. member for West Mont-
real-a high commercial authority in
this House---declares that for forty
years no depression, no financial strin-
gency, and no commercial distress to
compare with that which exists in
Canada to-day has occurred.

I have explained to the House the
reasons why I think it behoved the
lon. Minister of Finance to present
some scheme to Parliament and the
country by means of which the Gov-
ernment migbt aid in giving relief,
and the hon.' gentleman's attitude re-
minds me of a caricature made, I be-
lieve, on the Duke of Wellington at the
time that he refused to pass the Corn
Law Bill, he being represented as Gen-
eral Distress, giving the word "Starve"
-so the hon. gentleman looks com-
placent from the Treasury Benches,
and he also as General Distress gives
to the expectant public of Canada the
word " Starve! " He says it will be
painful to emerge from the difficulties
into which your are brought, but we
intend to let you work through. If
you look to the Government for any
relief in your troubles you will look
in vain ; our's is a policy of laissez faire.
We are going to enjoy the sweets
of office, and govern the country
from our own standpoint, regard-
ing with complacence its un-
happy condition without raising a
finger, or making the slightest effort
to ameliorate or alter it in any respect
-- this is the policy propounded, and
whether it is satisfactory to this House
or to the supporters of the Government
in this country remains to be seen.

But, Sir, I now come to a question of
great importance to this House and
the Canadian people. I shal give the

Hon. Mr. TUppER.

Hon. the Prime Minister the oppor-
tunity of explaining some matters that
certainly require explanation at his
hands, with relation to what his views-
are concerning the trade policy which
ought to be pursued in this country;.
and I will olfer extracts from a very
interesting volume containing speeches
delivered by the Hon. Alexander Mac-
kenzie. I fnd that the hon. gentleman,
while in Dundee, in the course of a
very able speech which he made on
that occasion, propounded some very-
remarkable views in reference to the
balance of trade. We have heard
a number of gentlemen on both
sides of this House exhibit great
anxiety in this regard, they seem
startled when they discover that
our exports are not nearly equal
to our imports, concluding that this is
rather a serious matter, but they will
be relieved and delighted to learn that
instead of this being a misfortune,
when the exports are insignificant
compared with the imports, the larger
the difference between exports and im-
ports, the more the latter exceed the
former, the richer and more prosper-
ous the country. I wonder the hon.
gentleman did not repeat these senti-
ments here when he found his own
friends on his side of the House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE I repeated
them here in the first place.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-When hie
friends exhibited such alarming anx-
iety on account of the disparitv be-
tween our imports and exports, he
certainly ought to have given them the-
benefit of this most gratifying informa-
tion.

He stated on that occasion-" A
"Parliamentary friend of mine was pri.
"vately discussing this subject with me;
"Ie said, the country is going to ruin.
"the balance of trade is against us. Our
"exports last year were so many
" millions, and our imports so many
" millions more, and we are poor-
" er by the difference between the
" imports andi exports. I said ye
"cannot be poorer, because the
"difference between the exports and
"imports represents the profits we have
"had, you send a cargo of10,000 barrel»
"of flour to Spain, which costs $50,000,
"and sell it for $90,000; with this $90,-
"000 you buy other products and brig
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" them back to Canada, the balance of
" trade would be against you in this case
"to the extent offorty thousand dollars,
"which would also be the exact amount
"of profit on the transaction. In
"this way you account for the
"difference of import and export."
Ail I should say after this is we
abould regret that the margin is not a
great deal more than it is; if this be
true, instead of being anxions when we
find the exports of Canada falling so
far behind the imports, our only anx-
iety ought to be to have them ten times
as great in order that we might in con-
sequence be ten times richer; but, Sir,
I would like my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Finance and the First Minister
to get together and settle the question.
This very night the the Hon. Minister
of Finance was deploring the excess of
the imports over the exports as a ca-
lamity.

Hon. Mr. CAIRTWRIGHT-No, Sir.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-My hon. friend
deplored it as a great calamity and ex-
pressed great regret in this relation;
but my bon. friend the First Minister
ought to have explained to the Hon.
Minister of Finance his error; and in-
formed him that instead of having
cause for regret or anxiety, he should
be proud to know that this was the
state of things, because we were there-
by much richer than we would other-
wise have been.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I made
no such statement.

-Hon. Mr. TUPPER-It is not plea-
saut, I know, for these hon. gentlemen
to have their heads knocked together.
Now, I will give the view the First
Minister expressed on the question of
free-trade; and whatdid he say ?

"You were pleased to refer to my political
opinions upon one subject, and while I quite

0oncur with you, that in such a meeting it is,
pet1aps, not proper to speak of local politics;
stil I think in the higher branches of politi.
cal life we may -refer to political principles.
I take the true meaning of the terrm 'free-
trade' to be the complete removal of all re-
tiictions upon trade so far as that can pos-

si4ly be done. I believe myself that the
principles of Richard Cobden and the princi-
ples of free-trade over the world are the real
prnciples of civilisation---[applause.] That,
I think, is the view generally taken by the
pe6ple of Canada. We have amongst us, no
doabt, as you have amongst you, people who

have the idea that the free-trade principle is
to build up a high atone and lime wall to pre-
vent people coming in or going out, who sayr
' Let us keep the trade te ourselves, and the
mony in our country.'''

Now, Sir, these are the views which
my hon. friend expressed in Dundee,.
and I would not complain particularly
of them if he did not propound any
other views in other parts of the world.
When asked in our various spheres and
constituencies, the important question,
" What are the principles of the Prime
"Minister of Canada on the question of
"Trade policy ?" it is very important
that we should be able to give a plain,
straightforward and satisfactory an-
swer; but I cannot answer such a
question unless you give me the lati-
tude and longitude of the hon. gentle-
man at the time he makes a speech.
In the latitude and longitude of Dundee,
the hon. gentleman is an out-and-out
free-trader ; but when he came back
he learned that the seat for Montreal
West was vacant, that it was important
one of his supporters should be elected,
and that to this end he must modify
his views on free trade. Accordingly,
in the latitude and longitude of Sarnia,
he stated, not that the principles of
universal free trade were ,held by the
people of this country, but that to him
the manufacturers owed 2½ per cent.
more protection and increase to this ex-
tent over the tarif of the late Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Read the
speech.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Well, Sir, I
must complain that this speech is not
to be found in this volume; they have
not given in it, I think, the Sarniaw
speech.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think
they have.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I beg my hon.
friend's pardon; the Halifax and Pres-
cott speeches have been left out instead,
notwithstanding the great deal of
trouble the collaboroteur has taken.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman will find no difference of
opinion in my speeches on that subject.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-He said this-
"I stated in my speech of 1874
"that when we found the revenue
" of the country would not b»
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" met by the imposition of this duty,
"it would become necessary to impose
" more, and that it was impossible, if
"my view of the public obligations had
"to be met was correct, that the 15
' per cent. duty should continue to
"suffice. The result of our exper-
"ience was that within a year
"we found it necessary to increase the
" duty on imports to 17¾ per cent.,
"and that is the duty at present in
"existence. We have, therefore,
"given an incidental protection to the
" extent of 2î more than had been im2
"imposed by the previous Administra-
"tion. This might be a sufficient
"answer to those who have been ac-
"cusing me of having in view to

inaugurate a free-trade policy."
I want to know if this satisfies my

hon. friend. And now I repeat I eau-
not tell what his views are on the trade
policy unless I find out the latitude
and longitude of the place where ho
speaks. I am not yet done with my
hon. friend the Prime Minister.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---I am glad
of it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I must, go a
little further before I close respecting
his views on free-trade and protection. I
hold, in my hand, Sir, a letter written
by Sir Alexander Galt on this question,
and what does lie say?

" Thongh a free-trader theoretically
"myself, I have always recognized the
"necessity and advantage of adapting
"the application of principles, in therm-
"selves sound, to the circumstances of
"our country, the habits of our people,

the conditions of our climate, and our
"political relations to Great Britain
"and other countries. My views on
"this subject have ripened, but have
4 been in no respect changed since, in
"1859 I then arranged the tariff, and
"subsequently modified it in 1866. The
"policy adopted thon, and which to a
"large extent remains in force still,
"was popularly known as incidental

" protection. And Sir,'further on:-
"We cannot and ought not to ignore
"the interest which our fellow subjects
"elsewhere have in our revenue policy,
-"but as regards the United States I
"frankly declare that they ought to be
"dealt with in the same purely selfish
"spirit with which they treat us,

Hon. Mr. TuppER.

" for my part, I am heartily tired of
"efforts at conciliating the United
"States commercially-they meet with
"no response, and even existing treaties
"and laws are administered by thein in
"a spirit of petty but vexatious exac-
"tion, I trust that henceforward the sole
"consideration will be how our trade
"legislation is to affect ourselves,
"possibly this course may produce a
" wiser policy on their part, more
" worthy of a great commercial nation.

* * * * * *

"It is certainly the duty of the
Government to examine the allega-
tions of the sufferers most carefully
with a view to their relief, if

"practicable, and should such relief
take the form of differential duties
against the United States, I

"unhesitatingly adopt the position,
" that we have a distinct and inalien-
" able, right to impose such duties, if
" we choose."

I ask the Prime Minister if be en-
dorses this letter, regarding which the
Globe declares-" The practical result
"of Sir A. T. Galt's meditations would
"be-first, the discontinuation of the
"work of building the Pacific Railway,
"and secondly, the re-adjustment of
"the tariff on the principle of avowed
"hostility to the United States."

Now, Sir, having given you Sir A.
T. Galt's letter and the Globe's com-
mentary, I must say that this con-
clusion is the very one which every
person will understand as perfectly
correct. I will also give you a statement
of the hon. Prime Minister, which he
made in his speech rocently delivered
at Halifax and the absence of which I
may add, from this volume, I deeply re-
gret. He says:

" I have referred to Sir Alexander Gait's
utterances upon this subject because I believe
that he represents, perhaps, a good many
people upon that question, and I refer also to
his utterances upon other subjects for &
moment because I believe he is mistaken in
reference to some of these matters. He says
he would adopt such a policy with the United
States as would be independent of any action
of theirs in relation to the introduction of
their goods into the Dominion, and that the
tariff must be i egulated to suit Canadian
interests only. That has been my policy all
my life, and I refused to go into a Govern%
ment of which he was a prominent member--
the Chancellor of the Exchequer-because I
conceived that his policy of 1866 would lay us
at the feet of the United States commercially.
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1 refused for that reason, so that I am glad to
know that if we differed ten years ago, we are
in entire harmony at the present moment as
to the policy to be adopted by this country."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I say that
now.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Here is Sir
Alexander Galt declaring that the time
has come when he is disposed to read-
just the tariff in, as the Globe declares
and as his language expressly says, a
hostile manner to the United States.
And the hon. gentleman who at Dun-
dee was a Cobdenite and a Free-Trader,
and an ineidental Protectionist at Sar-
nia, down at Halifax goes the entire
length of Sir Alexander Galt, and says
the time has come when this country
must have a defensive poliey against
the Unit ed States who have shut us
out of their markets. Does the hou.
gentleman adhere to that statement ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I never
said that.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Sir Alexander
Galt says:-" As regards the United
"States, I frankly declare that they
"ought to be dealt with in the sane
"purely selfish spirit with whieh they
"treat us." And the Premier says:-
"We arein entire harmony now."

Hon. iMir. MACKENZIE --- I said
nothing of the sort; I am amazed at
the hon. gentleman making such a
statement.

JIon. Mr. TUPPER--The hon. gentle-
man said "hear, hear," when I read
this " I am glad to know that if we
"differed ten years ago, we are in entire
"ha-mony at the present moment as to

the policy to be adopted by this
"country."

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman had come over to my view.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Is that the
view which I have just read, or is
this his view ? " It is certainlr the duty
"of the Government to examine the
"allegations of the sufferers most care-
"fully with a view to their relief if
"practicable. And should such relief
"take the form of differential duties
"against the United States, I unhesitat-
"irgly adopt the position that we have
"a distinct and inalienable right to
"impose such duties if we choose." But
I have something a little etronger than

that to give you. Ths hon. gentleman
knows that wben a Government sup.
ports a Candidate for Parliament, it -is
compelled to sustain the policy that he
propounds to the electors. The hon.
gentleman knows that when this
vacancy occurred in Montreal West, he
went down there himself and brought
out the present member for the consti-
tuency by his personal influence after
that gentleman had refused to become
a candidate. What was the policy
propounded by the hon. gentleman
from Montreal West, which he came
to this House to carry out? Here it
1s:-

"We must look to it that we protect our
own interests, especially the manufacturing
interest. Thatgreat nation (the United States)
has gone on and prospered, but the tide of ad-
versity bas now overcome it, and their manu-
factures are flooded; their surplus stock is
being brought into competition with our own
manufactures. They bring their stock to our
market, sell it for ready money, which goes
into the pockets of their merchants whilst our
own people are compelled to subsist on small
salaries. If I am returned I shall advocate
measures that will tend to prevent that system.
I think it would only be an act of common jus-
tice to our country that we should impose the
same amount of duty upon articles of their
manufacture that they impose upon our manu-
factures of a similar class. I have said that I
will advocate by every possible means a systema
of duty and tariff which will make all their
articles of import and export equal; but I will
go further and say, if Mr. Macdonald or any-
body else will introduce such a measure, I will
vote for it and support it to the utmost of my
power."

The candidate put before the elec-
tors of Montreal West by the Govern-
ment pledged himself, as a follower of
the First Minister, to a protective
policy. The hon. gentleman having
given utterance to these sentiments,
he stands in this position-either ho
had to change his principles or he
presented the unworthy spectacle of a
Prime Minister ready to support by
every means in his power, in a great
commercial constituency, a gentleman
to whose opinions on a most vital
question he was opposed. If the hon.
gentleman wanted to give to the peo.
.ple of Canada the strongest evidence
ho possibly could that ho distrusts his
own sentiments and principles of free-
trade, ho could not have accomplished
it botter than he did on that occasion.
The same thing occurred in reference
to Centre Toronto. Everybody knows
that the hon. gentleman who repre-
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sents that constituency was most inde-
pendent, able and outspoken in his
denunciation of Mr. Brown's Recipro-
city Treaty, and yet.tne Government
sustained him as a candidate and
claimed him as, a supporter. The
Government have shown the people of
this country that they have no faith
in their policy, or that for the sake of
a temporary party triumph in a single
ýconstituenoy they are prepared to sus-
tain candidates who are pledged to
destroy it.

I have read with a great deal of in-
terest the letter of Sir Alexander Galt,
and the declaration of the Prime Min-
ister that he endorsed those sentiments;
and why ? Because when six years ago
I maintained, almost alone, the view
that Sir Alex. Galt expresses in that
letter, that it was the interest of Ca-
nada to proteet herself against our
neighbours across the line in relation to
tariff regulations, I read with pride the
declarations of Sir Alex. Galt and the
Premier, who were my opponents then,
that after six years they had become
conlvert6 to ny views which they be-
fore denounced. The attitude they then
assumed was that Canada occupied the
humiliating position that she dare not
protect herself, that we were at the
mercy of our neighbors across the bord-
ers. After six years of sober thought
Sir Alex. Galt comes to the conclusion
that what I proposed and what he op-
posed is the truc commercial policyfor
Canada; and, better than that, the Pre-
mier goes to the great commercial city
of Halifax and openly endorses his
views.

The Finance Minister has closed his
speech with the declaration there will
be no change in the tariff. I take it
no change can be made unless it is
announced in bringing down the
Budget. I take it there is no attempt
to deceive the House. I cannot but
feel that the Government have failed
in what they owe to this country. I
feel that since they have contributed
so largely to the financial distree
which exists in this country they are
bound not to sit complacently and
fiddle while Rome is burning, but to
bring forward such measures as in their
judgment would be calculated to
restore prosperity again to the people
of Canada.

Hon. Mr. Teurp

Every one knows that after the
House rose in 1874, although the
Finance Minister propounded no
change in the sugar duties, he used
the doubtful power of making a
change by Order in Council. He
knows the sugar refining industry has
not only been prostrated but annhili-
ated in this country. low is it pos-
sible for us to create a West India
trade? The magnificent mercantile
fleet of this country carries away our
fish and brings back to the shores of a
foreign country the raw products that
should give employment to our own
people in home industries.

Canadian capital is at this moment
sent down to New York to be used in
building sugar refineries. I believe we
could reduce the duty on the raw pro-
duct in such a way as to enable Canada
to have an important industry in re-
fining that article, and at the same
time build up a valuable West Indian
trade, thus employing a considerable
number of people and shipping. I am
confident that this could be done and
the revenue be incireased at the same
time. Every person who bas looked
into this matter knows that the reduc-
tion of ten pounds a ton on sugar by
Sir Robert Peel in 1845, increased the
consumption to a large degree and
largely increased the revenue.

It is not, however, the duty of au
Opposition to propound a policy for
the Government. But we have a right
to demand that when they admit the
country is in deep distress they
should not sit idle ; but should
address themselves to some means
by which they could to some ex-
tent extend relief. I say, Sir, that
the country will learn with deep
disappointment and deep dissatis-
faction the determination of the
Government to leave matters to take
their course and to put forth no helping
hand, nor to make any effort in any
direction by which the prosperity of
Canada may be restored to the condition
which it occupied when these gentle-
men obtained their seats on the
Treasury Benches. I do not intend to
go into the question of free-trade or
protection. The Hon. First Minister
says I don't tell them whether I am a
Protectionist or a Free-Trader, just for
the best of all reasons-because I am
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neither a Free-Trader nor Protectionist.
I say to discuss free-trade or protection
4as abstract principles in a country of
four millions, lying alongside of forty
millions of people, with a boundary
line, as the Hon. Finance Minister
has said, three thousand miles
in length, is simply nonsense. I
say what Canada wants is a
national policy-a policy that shall be
in the interest of Canada, apart from
the principles of free-trade, apart from
the principles of protection. The hon.
gentleman in his eloquent advocacy of
free-trade to-day, in his eloquent
.denunciation of anything like protec-
tion.in this country, took it for granted
that the whole farming population were
bound up in this policy of free-trade.
Look abroad on the face of Canada and
.you will find that there is no part of
the community more alive to the
necessity of due and proper protection
for their own industries and interests
than the farming population. There
is no class of the people of Canada more
anxious than the farming population
that some measure shall be taken by
which they will be protected from
unfair and unjust competition with
the people across the borders. There
is no intelligent farier in this country
that does not know that instead of the
protection of the manufacturing in-
terests keing hostile to his interests,
it is eminently benficial to them. Look
at the newspapers. You will find
farmers throughout Ontario, and
all over the country giving
bonuses-putting their hands into
their own pockets and subsidizing
manufacturers, and why? Because
they know, common experience has
taught them, that the most valuable
market the farmer has is the market
at his own door, the whole profit of
his industry otherwise being swallow-
-ed up in getting it to a market. In
conclusion I believe there will be a
common sentiment felt throughout
the domain of Canada-a feeling of
disappointment at the enunciation on
the part of the Government that they
would make no effort to relieve the
people of this country from the deplor-
able condition of commercial and fin-
ancial depression into which it has
been brought under their administra-
tion of public affairs.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - 31r.
Speaker, I do not propose to continue
at any length the discussion upon
which the hon. gentleman bas entered
since the dinner recess. But I desire
for a moment to call the attention of
the House to what I consider a very
unfair quotation which the bon. gentle-
man has been pleased to make from my
speeches. He knows-and I appeal to
other gentlemen who are now here,
who were there present, to corroborate
my statement-he knows I am stating
what is correct when I say that in my
speech at Halifax I simply approved
of what Sir Alexander Galt said in
taking the ground that we should legis-
late in the interest of Canada alone in
these matters.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I hope my hon.
friend does not accuse me of mis-
representing him, because I may refer
him to the reports of his speech by his
friends in his Halifax organ.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I do accuse
the hon. gentleman of misrepresenting
me in not giving the whole statement
but isolated sentences. The hon. gen-
tleman knows that what I state is
literally correct; I simply endorsed
Sir A. T. Galt's action so far as it favour-
ed legislation for the interest of Canada
alone. And if I had it in my power to
make the people of a foreign country
contribute to our commercial success,
I would be bound by every motive of
patriotism to do so. I would do so by
every motive that could guide a public
man to do what was best for his country.
The hon. gentleman made a quotation
from the very middle of my speech at
Sarnia, in October last, Let him read
the concluding renarks (these the hon.
gentleman has entirely omitted). I
will now quote the whole of the passage
relating to trade:-

" There are two principles of action in rela-
tion to trade which are to be considered and
discussed. The one is absolute free-trade, the
other absolute protection. You are aware
from former political speeches that I have
always assumed that in this country neither
of these principles is possibly applicable to
our circumstances, and as I stated in my speech
in 1874, the question is practically removed
from the sphere of political discussion, because
no party that I am aware of, not even the most
extreme Protectionist,shas adopted the idea
that we are to lose all revenue for the purpose
of preventing any one coming in here to sell
his wares, as that would result in a system of
direct taxation. Every man, woman and child.
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of you pay from four to five dollars a year by
indirect taxation. If that system is abolished,
you must pay that sum into the Treasury to
ensure ihe existence of a revenue for the public
service. I have assumed, as a matter of public
policy-and not one public man in Parliament
has attacked that policy-what Sir Francis
Hincks characterized as 'incidental protection'
-a stupid phrase at best-mneaning a revenue
raised from the imposition of duties on articles
imported into the country, but also manufac-
tured in the country. We found that we
derived a revenue sufficient for the purposes of
the country for some vears from an import duty
on certain goods of' fifteen per cent. Every
dollars' worth of those goods coming into the
country paid fifteen cents to the Government as
revenue ; so every manufacturer who made the
goods in the country had the advantage of
fifteen per cent. in his favour. I stated in my
speech le 1874 that when we found the revenue
of the country would not be met by the imposi-
tion of this duty, it would become necessary to
imposemore, and that it was impossible, if my
view of the public obligations which had to be
met was correct, that the 15 per cent. duty
should continue to suffice. The result of our
experience was that within a year we found it
necessary to increase the duty on imports to
181 per cent. and that is the duty at present in
existence. We have therefore given an
incidental protection to the extent of 2½ per
cent. more than that imposed by the previous
Administration. This might be'a sufficient
answer to those who have been accusing me of
having it in view to inaugurate a free-trade
policy."

I now call the attention of the House
particularly to the omission by the hon.
gentleman of the concluding words of
the passage:-

" A policy which I say frankly I would
inaugurate at once if the circumstances of the
country would admit, and if the position of our
manufacturers would admit of it, because I
believe that a free interchange of thought,
information and commodities is the true means
of enriching a country or making a people
great, while the system of protection as it
exists in the United States is altogether evil."

I made a speech also at Hamilton in
1874 on this subject and I appeal to
my hon. friends from that city who
were present, whether I did not state
precisely the same principles as my
political creed. I made another speech
at Montreal, and I appeal to my hon.
friends from Chateauguay and Mon-
treal if I did not there announce
eactly the same principles. I defy
the hon. gentleman to make a fair
quotation from any one ofthese speeches
to bear out his accusation; and I appeal
to the Ilouse if I have not shown that
he has made a most unfair quotation.
I have never sought to conceal my
views. I have stated that as we have
a boundary co-terminous with the
United States for thousands of miles, it

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

is utterly impossible to adopt a ffscal
policy for this country without refer-
ence to what is passing in that country.
All that we have to do as Canadian
statesmen is simply to endeavour
to legislate in the interest of the
the majority of our own people, as
I stated at Halifax, irrespective of any
foreign views or influences. I don't
propose to refer to much that the hon.
gentleman has said. There is no ne-
cessity to do so. I have heard most of
the speech many times myself, and I
am sure you have all heard it before also,
it has been answered about as often as it
has been delivered. There is not much
new in it; and what is new in
it is not very correct. My hon.
friend has again referred-I don't re-
collect the words-to some supposed
conspiracy between the Grand Trunk
Directors, the Grand Trunk Company
and myself in opposition to the hon.
gentlemen and the Canada Paoific
Railway. I can only say that ever
since I have been in public life. the
Grand Trunk Railway Company has
been one of the bitterest opponents of
the political party with which I am
allied. I did suppose that for some
years that Company had withdrawn
from political life and political strife.
I hoped it was so; and I had given
them no cause to do otherwise. Since,
we have acceded to power I have.
had no kind of communication, nor
has any of my friends, good, bad or
indifferent, with either Mr. Potter or
any one of his associates concerning
the Pacific Railway or any other
public or private work whatever. Now,
I invite the hon. gentleman to produce.
his proof, and not to repeat what can
only be considered a gross slander
upon myself personally and upon the,
political party which I have the honour
of leading.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Will the hon.
gentleman allow me to produce it
now?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Certainly.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I will do it. I

hold in my hand a letter written by
Mr. Potter to the Hon. the Prime
Minister himself. In that letter, which
is published in the Railway Times,
November 27th, 1875, Mr. Potter gives.
this quotation:-
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" Mr. Brydges, in one of his official commu-
mieations to me, had çiven the following de-
scription of the district through which the
Montreal Northern Colonization Railway
passed :-

"' The country through which the line will
run from Montreal to Ottawa after the first
twenty-five miles will be almost a complete
wilderness, and with a character of soil which

an never make it a fit country for settlement.
For the first twenty-five miles the popula-
tion is purely French, and cannot produce as
good a traffic as that which we have upon the

Rivière du Loup Une. As a railway between
Montreal and Ottawa it will be impossible to
maintain it from the working of the line as it
is built, and as it is running almost due north
it will be getting into' a worse climate every
mile and render it more difficualt to work in
winter.'"

"l In another official communication Mr.
Brydges has addressed me as follows -

"' The contract for the construction of the
Northern Colonization Railway has been let
and signed by Sir Hugh Allan to Duncan Mac-
donald and lr. Henry Abbott, brother of the
lawyer. It is a bogus contraci, but the amount
covers something like $400,000, which, by a
private under6tanding, is to be disbursed by
the contractors amongst certain parties direc-
tors of the company. The whole thing will be
unquestionably smashed by the publications
which will be made, even were it r.ot a game
of bluff to let the coutract under presenL cir-
cumstances. It is important with reference to
crushing this Northern Colonization that you
do what I now ask wiLh reference to the full
publication in Engand of the disclosures about
the Pacific.'"

Now, Sir, there is a letter written by
Mr. Brydges while an officer of the late
Government, while ho was actively
engaged in endeavouring to break down
that Government and to bring the
present Govornment into power. While

e was in that position-
lon. Mr. MACKE à ZLE-Does my

hon. friend want to make a speech ?
Hon. Mr. TUPPER.-I was only ex-

plaining. My bon. friend has challeuiged
me to produce any connection betweoen
himself and his party and Mr. Potter
previous to the latter gentleman's at-
tacks upon Canadian character and
credit, and previous to his endeavours
to prevent Sir Hugh Allan from get-
ting money for the Canada Pacific
Railway.

Now, Sir, Mr. Potter had been fur-
nished with a letter enclosing tho cor-
respondence which defeated the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway scheme by Mr.
Brydge at the timo ho was in close
alliance with the hon. gontiomant op
posite, and taking himsolf active and
energetic nicanîs to break down the
lato Govrnment and to bring the pre-

21

sent Government into power. I give
that as evidence of the connection.
lHon. gentlemen may laugh, but there
is the fact that their agent was an
active and energotic party throughout
in endeavouring to break down the
Government bore, and was ongaged in
sending Mr. Potter letters, and f*urnish-
ing him with all those means ofidefeat-
ing the Canadian Pacifie Railway
scheme.

Hon. Mr. MACKiENZIE--The hon.
gentleman is always easi lysatisfied with
proof ; but if anyone ever hoard a more
childish exposition of the reasons which
a public man bas to offer for arriving
at such grave conclusions and making
such grave charges as tho hon. member
has made to night, I would be satisfied
to hear him state it. Why, the bon.
gentleman said a little while ago that
because Mr. Brydges was in the em-
ployment of the present Government,
therefore, the present Government
were rosponsible for anything ho might
hold as an opinion. lHere is a trans-
action which occurred whon he was the
servant of the hon. gentlemen opposite,
and if I adopt the hon. gentleman's
own doctrine they were responsible
for the intrigue which was carried on
thon. But the lion, gentleman says
this occurrod at a timo when ho (Mr.
Brydges) was in active commaunication
with me. I tell the hon. gentleman,
the House and the country that I never
had a syllable of communication with
Mi. Brydgos about the Pacitic Rail way
Scandal; and the tirst communication
I had with him was when ho sent me
the resignation of his office of tRail way
Commissioner. But I requested him
to remain in the public service, because
I believed him the onily efficient man
the late Govern ment thon had manag-
ing that railway, and not because I
had any political connection with him.
In1deed, I had Bone. That, I pr'e.sume,
disposes of this particular slander-
until it is repeated, of course. But if
the hon. member should see fit to repeat
it, ho will finid that it will take some-
thing more than such absurd, ridiculous
fabrications as this to convinco the
publie of the accuracy ofhis statements.

But the hot). gentleman spent a little
whilo-and I roter to that only for-a
mi ment----piinti ng out what an ex t rava-
gant thing this Government did when
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they made a compromise, through the
ihtervention of Lord Carnarvon, to ob-
tain for the building of the Pacific Rail-
way west of Lake Superior to the
Pacifie Ocean an extension of time of
nine years. Hie was a member of
the Administration that bound this
country hand and foot to finish il in
1881. Yet be attacks us because we
made an arrangement to build a part of
it-subjeet, of course, to the conditions
mentioned in the Orders in Council----
nine years after the time to which the
hon. gentleman had conmitted the
country to finish the rond friom end Io
end.

I call the attention of members from
British Columbia to these extraordi-
nary circumstanees. We always sup-
posed that the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site thouglit themselves bound by their
compact to fnish the Pacifie Railway iii
ten years. Therefoie, when I heard the
hon. member for Cumberland in one
of his speeches at Renfrew-and the
speech to-night would be a very good
stump speech if il was delivered there
-state that lie never intended t( build
it in ten vears ; when I herd him de-
clare that they never meant to do it,
and had no conception that they
would be ever expected or asked to
do it, I started in amazement. That was
the first time I ever heari a man say
that what he put deliberately on the
Statute Book by his own act was a
sham. " A shani," the lion. gentleman
interrupted, "I did not say it wis a
" sham." I replied, " No doubt ; but it is

a sham; the child i.s yours, I merely
"christened it." The engagement we
entered into was one which we believed
possible, by ising the utmost diligence
in our power. to aceomplish. They
enticed the people of British Columbia
into the Union by saying that they were
prepared to do what they eould not
and never meant to do. Very many
things were said by the bon. gentle-
man to-night to which I shall call at-
tention at a future time, with pe'haps
more propriety than now. He
attempted to discussi the speech of my
hon. friend, the Minister of Finance,
and occupied considerable time in doing
so, by taking up almost every available
topie that came under considera-
tion at and since the general eloc-
tion. Some' of the things were most

lion. Mr. MAcKRNZi.

extraordinary-ospecially somnç things
ho alluded t i t e latter þt,
of his speech resp!eting the sugar
duties. He stated the poliey of the
Government was such that the pro-
dnäe of't È tndies Could not
be brought to our own ports, and had
to bë taken to the ports of the Tnite4
States. H(e believed, I suppose, he was
making the impr~ssion that we had so
arranged the diuties as to put :ih embàrgÔ
on trade between Halifax, Montrçal,
Quebec and the West Indies; while all
the time he knows that the sugar dutiea
as they now exist, except in so far M
the Order in Couneil of last year
altered them bv reducing the duty on
raw inaterial, are the sugar duties as
arranged by the hon. gentleman and
his own colleagies. The duty is now,
therefore, more favourable for the
trade than it was as ho left it.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-Will the hon.
gentleman say whether the duties in
the United States are the saine now as
they were then ? A change is required
to meet the alteration of the American
policy.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE--Does the
hon. gentleman inean to tel] us that
this policy would be to meet the change
of policy in the United States ? The
hon. gentleman is speaking of a matter
which he bas never studied, because he
is incapable ofidealing with it, I mean,
of course, in a political sense. He
very well knows that the system
whi-h Î. at present in operation in
the United States was in existence
when ie wenit out of office. if he is
not acquainted with it he should not
disci-, the subject.

Hon. Mr. TTPPER-The bounty
was incr1eased.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The bounty
was decreased. The hon. gentleman
knows that the bounty is less now than
it was thon. comparatively speaking,
but he does not confine himself to the
principles on which taxation should be
levied, which was the subject.

lon. Mr. TUPPER--Does my bon.
friend mean to say that the bounty
given by the United States wa as
large when we went out of power,
when we had the means of eafng
with the question, as it is at presnt.
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lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am, not
able to speak with absolute accuracy,
Wf course.

Ion. Mr. TUPPER--But I am.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Yet my

impression is as I have stated.
Mr. JONES (Halifax)-I can say

that the bounty was as large at that
me as now, taking into i onsideration

the fáct that the duties bave been in-
creased in the United States twenty-
five per cent., while the bounties have
not been advanced in the same p'opor-
tiQn.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-1 know
that I arn very nearly accurate in my
recollection of the matter. The hon.
gentleman, when a member of the Ad-
ministration, never took a step in order
to right the wrong which he pretends
we allow to be continued improperly.
The hon. gentlemant also in connection
with some other matters misrepre-
sented very seriously the position of
theý Government. -He endeavoured to
show, or rather to state--for he does not
show anything, it is a mere statement
-the hon. gentlemen endeavoured to
show that there has never been such a
serious depression in this countrv as at
present. Let me read a portion of a
speech of the right hon. gentleman
who sits beside hiin (Sir John A. Mac-
donald). He said, speaking of the
commercial depression in 1857 :-

"In 1857 came a great commercial and
financial crisis, which ruined so many of our
best men, depreciated property ail over the
,country and destroyed the public revenue.
The Province has survived ail this, and never,
I am happy to say, has the revenue been more
flourishing, the country more prosperous, or
the publie credit higher."

I wonder who ruled the country
then? And as the hon. gentleman
blames the rulers for commercial dis-
tress, he misti be impartial in distribut-
ing blame.

Well, Sir', I do not think imatters
have come to that pass at tie present
time. The hon. gentleman knows
very well that it is impossible in any
community to avoid commercial crises
occurring at comparatively short-inter-
vals; and these intervals are more or
less frequent in proportion to the
magnitude of the trade done. It is
utterly impossible to do as the hon.
gentleman proposes (if he proposes

anything), that is, to have a system of
reciprocal retaliation-I think that was
the phrase lie used. I don't beli;eve in
a policy that would only hurt our-
selves and shew a foolish pétulaney
abroad. I believe in maintaining our
independence, political, commercial
and legislative, in maintaining the in-
terests of our whole people and not of
any class. Every species of class legis-
lation is unjust in itself, and must
necessarily produce much distress
amongst the people, as the promotion
of the interests of any one class must
be at the expense of the general publie.
I know that the system some few
people propose is one of absolute pro-
tection, or what would lead to that end.
I have stated my views on that subject,
and I have only further to say that
I believe a system of absolute protec-
tion in this country would end in mak-
ing the rieh richer and the poor poorer.

The remarks, of the hon. gentleman
with reterence to the Intercolonial
Railway I shall answer when we come
to discuss the item iii the estinates.
I will onlv state now that what he said
about a certain sum whieh was char-
geable to income, and afterwards
charged to capital, is incorrect.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-My hon. fri end
will find in the Appropriation Act,
which is the law, an amount of $800,-
000 chargeable to revenue.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--The sum
of $800,000 voted for change of
guage was kept in a suspense account
.until the Government could decide
what amount was fairly chargeable to
income, in cons.equence of too much
new stock beng obtained to replace
the old.

The hon. gentleman says that tsnow
sheds were charged to income when
they ought to have been charged to
capital. They were charged to capital.
The hon. gentleman must remember
that there were certain roads finished,
and what is spent in maintenance of
any works completed must necessarily
be charged to revenue. This is the prin-
ciple on which the Government hias
acted, and I contend that it is th , sound
principle. 1 would like to satisfy my
hon. friend, if lie can be satisfied. The
only part of his speech to-night that
was at all pertinent to the remarks of

B*dget.



88 The

my hon. friend in introducing his Bud-
gvet, referred to the deficit, which ho said
formerly did not exist. lie denies, I
suppose, that there is a deficit now, or
that there is any necessity for coming
to the conclusion that there is any need
to meet it by economy. I can quite
understand, however, the confusion and
irregularity of my hon. friend's speech.
No doubt he prepared an address to
deliver on the other side, and all bis
materials were lost. I have no doubt
ho had made a careful selection of
pamphlets and speeches to provo
that it was not wisc for this Govern-
ment to again increase taxation. But
tho Ministry did not propose any addi-
tional burdens, and it is clear that this
was a surprise to the hon. gentleman.
He then took the position that we had
considered the necessity of doing some-
thing or other. But lie did not say
what ought to be done. Ho remarked
that it was not bis duty to initiate a
policy. That is quite true, and at the
same time most fortunate for the coun-
try. I hope the country vill not be
troubled for many long years with any
policy of his initiation, because it is
much safer for him to be where he can
fairly criticise than where he could
display his legisilative capacity. Ris
present pozition suits him botter, and
it suits us infinitely well to have the
hon. gentleman where ho is.

But there is one thing I wish to say
beforo sitting down. We have endea-
vored honestly and faithfully to carry
out the views we have alway enunciated
with regard to economy, and when the
revenue of the country fails to
supply the amount of money
that might be advantageously spent
for public works and promoting the
development of the country, wo have
simply to avoid the expenditures that
can most wisely be avoided in order
that, like prudent mon, we can keep
our expenditure on a par with our
income. And I am quite sure, not-
withstanding the hon. gentleman's
opinion, the people will approve of the
dicision of the Government to reduce
the exponditure by t2,500,000, while
we have to extend the postal system,
and to operi up the vast territory we have
and people it. There is an expendi-
ture which will nocessarily go on and
incroase, for the purpose is to settle

Hon. Mr. MÂcKENZIE.

the country and follow up the sot-
tiement with greater facilities. Still,
it is always in the power of the
Government, if honestly disposed, to
make a certain reduction when the
state of the public revenue demands it.
The true cause of Canada's pros-
perity for many years arose from
the fact that it was a cheaper coun-
try to live in than any other on
the Continent. Our prosperity lies
chiefly in the bands of the great farm-
ing population, and when we make it a
dear country to live in, when we follow
any commercial or financial policy
which will leave us in the position of
having a deficit, of making Canada a
place that no immigrants will caro to
corne to, that would be standing still or
retrograding; but so long as the Gov-
ernment act upon the economical prin-
ciples which my lion. friend (Mr. Cart-
wright) bas developed in his speech
to-day, so long will wo maintain supre-
macy as a favour-able country for the
immigrant, and so long will my hon.
friend and those associated with him
possess the confidence of the people
over whom ve rule.

Mr. IRVING-I move the adjourn-
ment of the debate, as there are seve-
ral members who desire to address the
lHouse, and it is rather late to continue
it this evening.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I shall
make no opposition to the motion. It
is quite right that my hon. friend and
othor membors should have a full op-
portunity to express their viows. I
shall also avail iyself of the oppor-
tunity to refer to the obscurity in
which the hon. member for Cumberland
has loft some of the questions he has
advertod to.

The motion was carried.
The louse adjourned at Fifty-Five

minutes past Ten.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, Feb. 28th, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three o'clock.

TRANSLATlON OF DEBATES.

Mr. MASSON called attention to
the fact that no copy of fansard in

Budet.( COMMON8.]
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the French language had yet been dis-
tributed, although the President of the
Council had, on Thursday last, brought
in a report recommending that the
work of translation be done by con-
tract. That was the unanimous de-
-cision of the Committee, yet no steps
had been taken to ratify it. The
House wculd agree with him that the
French members had given the Gov-
ernment, who were the guardians of
the privileges of the House, all the
time that was necessary to give their
eoncurrence in or disapproval of that
report. A very important speech had
been made by the President of the
Council, in the French language, which
the Quebec members could not have to
send to their constituents. It was
time that the House should be asked
to consider the.report of the Committee,
and he would therefore, acting on the
advice given by the Premier when it
was submitted, move that it be con-
-curred in.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it
would be noticed the second report of
the Committee proposed to set aside
their first report, which recommended
that the reports be translated by the
officers of the House. He had con-
curred in that first report personally,
as being the best course that could be
pursued, and the lous ehad adopted it
unanimously. The second report re-
commended that the work should be
done in another way, and they were
asked without notice to set aside the
decision at which they had arrived on
the previous occasion. He could not
consent that it should be treated in
this way. Members who were now
absent and who might be desirous of
sustaining their first decision were
entitled to notice before any action
was taken.

Mr. SPEAKER - My impression
while the hon. member was speaking
was, that this cannot strictly be re-
garded as a motion of privilege. There
are many cases in May, and some of
the decisions conflict, but the principle
upon which they are based is where it
is possible to give notice of a motion,
and where no injury can result from
the delay consequent upon giving
notice. It cannot be considered as a
question of privilege without, of course,
the unanimous consent of the House.
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Mr. MASSON said if his n,)tion
took the House by surprise lie would
be the first to withdraw it, but when
the Hon. President of the Committee
had stated that he would bring the
matter up in due time, and had not done
so; and when it was considered that it
was a question in connection with
which the French members of the
House were suffering an injustice, he
did not consider that notice of motion
was necessary.

Mr. SPEAKER said in order to
entitle it to be treated as a question of
privilege and precedence, it must be a
matter in which somebody or some
member suffers from the non-interfer-
ence of this House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
said the report of the Committee
in the first instance recommended
a mode of translation of the Reports;
the flouse approved of that mode,
and it rested with Mr. Speaker
and the Clerk of the House to
carry out that order. He presumed
that the order was naturally car-
ried out, and if it was not it was
their duty to see it executed. If the
House decided on a different mode of
translation it would be quite right for
them to do so. It was somebody's neg-
lect that the requirements of theFrench-
speaking members of the flouse were
not complied with. They had not the
information that the rest of the mem-
bers had to send to their constituents ;
at all events his hon. friend was quite
right in bringing it up as a question of
privilege. He contended that accord-
ing to the practice of this House notice
had been given by the submission of the
Report of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee and its lying two days on the
Table. They had all a cause of com-
plaint, and it was that hon. gen-
tleman who occupied the position of
Chairman of the Committee, if he did
not approve of the report, had a
right to say so, and then some other
member of the Committee could move
it. It looked like as if there was an
attempt on the part of the President of
the Committee to throw this report
over for some object of his own; that
he had some other reason, and that he
was not honest or straightforward to
this House in not giving the two days'
notice.
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Hon. Mr. CAUCHON thought
the ht. gentlemen was getting excited
without a cause. He (Mr. Cauchon)
obeyed the order of the Committee by
bringing the matter before the House.
It was in the hands of the House, and
he did not know that, it required a
notice.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN was surprised
at the President of the Council, who
was one of the oldest members of the
Hiouse, not knowing that it was his
dty to give notice and move to have
the Report adopted ; it was the more
his duty when he knew that the report
was to give to his compatriots the ad-
vantage of the report of the debates of
House in their own languge; but he the
need not be surprised as it was in
accordance with other acts of that hon.
gentleman during this present Session.
Nearly three weeks had elapsed and
not a single line of the French copy of
the debates had yet been in possession
of the members, and it was owing to
the President of the Committee not
having done his duty.

Mr. SPEAKER said he was bound
by the strict ruling of Parliament to
require notice of motion to be laid on
the Table for two days.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
had been the constant practice of this
House to allow the laying of the
report on the Table for two days to
constitute sufficient notice.

Mr. MILLS said the louse had
already acted upon another report,
and he did not sec how the Committee
could make another report in regard to
a subject which the House had already
decided on. He thought before that
motion could bc put it would be
necessary that a motion should be
made to waive the action of the
louse on the previous report.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE quite
agreed with the right hon. gentleman
opposite, in what he stated had been
their general practice ; but on the other
hand the practice had been invariably
subject to the application of the rules.
It had been followed for the conveni-
ence of the House ; but when it was
an inconvenience for any member, the
rule was enforced. He had stated the
other day, when this matter was

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

brought up by the hon. member for
Terrebonne, that nothing was -going
wrong in the meantime, for the work
was proceeding. B e took it for granted
that it was, and Mr. Patrick informed
him that the work would proceed.

Mr. MASSON--But it has not pro-
ceeded.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---Mr. Pat-
rick informs me that it will be pro-
ceeded with immediately.

Mr. BOWELL-Do I understand that
you have ruled it not to be a question
of privilege, and that the motion is out
of order?

Mr. SPEAKER--It is not a question
of privilege which requires to be dis-
posed of in this manner; two days'
notice should be given.

Mr. BOWELL---I have no desire to
take objection even to your ruling,
although the hon. member for Terre-
bonne acted upon the suggestion made
by the Premier three days ago, last
Friday, when the question was before
the House. If I am not permitted to
discuss the question, I will at least
take the opportunity of saying, that
the President of the Council, the
Chairman of the Committee, did not
act in accordance with its instruc-
tions. I make that declaration
because I desire that this expla-
nation should not go to the public
without a fiat contradiction. If I am
allowed to tell wherein the hon.
gentleman did not act in accordance
with the instructions of the Com-
mittee I will do so at once.

He had that report in his pocket for
two days here.

I did not wish the hon. gentleman's
interpre'tation to go to the public un-
challenged.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think
that the hon. gentleman had better
make his remarks out of doors.

Mr. BOWELL--No! I make them
here where those of the President of
the Council were made.

lIon. Gentlemen---Order ! Order!
Mr. BOWELL--I shall not permit

the hon. gentleman to misrepresent
the Committee.

The matter dropped.
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""MAIL " PRINTING AND
COMPANY.

PUBLISHING

Mr. BOWELL--In the absence of
Mr. Kirkpatrick, moved, seconded
by Mr. Stephenson, for leave to in-
troduce a Bill to amend Act Vic. 36,
cap. 3, entitled " Act to incorporate
the Mail Printing and Publishing
Company."

The Bill was read , first time.
SUPREME COURT ANI) COURT oF

EXCiEQUER.

Hon. Mir. BLAKE--t move for leave
to introduce a Bill to make further pro-
vision with iregard to the Supreme and
Exchequer Court ; to provide for the
taking of testiniony either by commis-
sion, or by order, or by examination
or otherwise, in various parts, either
in or out of Canada. The original Bill
did not contain details on the
subject, and alnost all of these
clauses are directed towards a
simplification of the machinery iii
this relation. I have made provision-
and this is not the only novelty in that
particular-f'or empowering the Court
in its discretion to obtain the testimony
of persons although they are rosi-
dent within itsjurisdiction, when owing
to very great distaice and the expense
of travelling, it may be expedient to
secure evidence elsewhere than in
Court, as must at present be done un-
der such circumstances. As the juris-
diction of this Court reaches from
shore to shore of the two oceans, the
absence of such a clause might amount
in certain cases, to a positive denial of
justice. The'irst fifteen clauses have all
reference to this matter, and with a
single exception are based upon exist-
ing penal legislation. The 16th clause
provides for cases of controverted elec-
tion appeals. It was deemed doubtful
whether-although the Court is given
the express power of ordering the pay-
ments of costs in appeal-in case the
judgment of the Court below was re-
versed, this privilege existed ; and this
clause is introduced merely to remove
that doubt and give the Court the
authority intended in the first in-
stance.

The 17th clause contains a slight
amendment with regard to the Ex-
chequer Court. It was found that its
jurisdiction has been rather ill-defined
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and that some powers supposed to
have been conferred were not
granted, and didn't exist in connection,
with this tribunal on the revenue side
in England. The amendment touches
the striking out of the words " revenue
side," and leaves its jurisdiction as it
was intended to have been designated.
I consider the 18th clause important;
it makes provision for submitting mat-
ters coming before the Exchequer
Court to referees, a principle
which I think is most useful.
I know-how tender the Province of
Quebec is with relation to suggestions
concerning procedure, and I do hope
that many of our Provinces-I will not
say all-will adopt this system. The
next three clauses provide for jurors in
Exchequer cases. The first states the
qualification,and provides that the mode
of summoning jurors shall be accord-
ing to the laws regarding the Superior
Courts in the several Provinces;
the next makes somewhat more
elastic the present provision, which
regulates the numbers-not less than
thirty-four, nor more than thirty-six.
In some provinces a very small number
is required-seven in New Bruns-
wick, if I remember aright; and in this
case it is not necessary to summon so
many as when twelve is the rule. I
propose, therefb. e, to adopt the princi-
ple of the old clause, requiring that the
number to be called shall never be less
than double nor more than treble that
requisite in connection with civil cases
in the Province that may be in ques-
tion.

The three and four following clauses
have respect to writs of execution, some
doubt having been expressed as to
whether the general clause relating to
procedure, which was franed by the
House last Session, was satisfactory.
I think that power was given to the
Court. In England the Exchequer
Court is empowered to obtain in sini-
lar cases such writs against the
body in connection with debts to
the Crown. I consider that we should
go as far as any Province has gone,
or may go, with regard to in-
prisonment for debt, and I shall
propose for the consideration of
the House that no person shall
be effected by an executio.i fo debt
out of the Exchequer Court, except in
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cases in which, under the ' v of the
Province in question, he may liable
to be taken in a similar case, an1 that
such a person shall be entitled to his
discharge, in accordance with the prac-
tice observed in his Province in such
relation.

The other sections provide that writs
-of execution shall be governed by the
laws obtaining in each Province.

In answer to Sir John A. Macdonald,
lon. Mr. Blake continued:-There

is no express provision to empower
tho Court to appoint officers; but
I expect that this will be done un-
der the present Act. I have been de-
sirous of interfering as little as possible
with the Court, with reference to pro-
cedure and general orders, but I felt
bound to pay considerable attention to
representatio is made to nie by judges
concerning points in doubt. The orders
alone might suffice for this, and with
that view I propose to the House to
give express power, with respect to
writs of execution affecting woods and
lands, to the officers to deal with these
matters under the general orders.

Then, as I have said, no attachment
will issue for payment of money ; I
think the modern spirit is entirely op-
*posed to imprisonment for debt, and I
want to go as far in that direction as
the House will allow. There is an-
other clause which provides that the
power of the judges shall be the same as
at preqent proposed. The clause places
the officers of the court on the same
footing.

The Bill was read the first time.

ENGAGEMENT OF SHORT-HAND WRITER.

Mr. MILLS moved that leave ofthe
Hlouse be granted to the Select Com-
mittee appointed to enquire into the
causes of the commercial depression to
engage a short-hand writer.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I would

call the attention of my hon. friend
the First Minister that he objected to
the appointment of the Agricultural
Committee the other day on account of
expense. Is it necessary, in this in-
stance, to go to the expense of a short-
hand reporter ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-All I can
.say about that is, that I think the hon.
gentleman who moved for the short-

Hon. Mr. BLAKI.

hand reporter should have the
sense of the House upon the subject.
I am very anxiouA to keep down the
expenses of these Committees. Perhaps
the hon. gentleman from Bothwell
(Mr. Mills) eau tell us what the ex-
pense will be ?

Mr. DEVLIN- do not see the
necessity for employing a short-hand
writer or even continuing the Com-
mittee. There is no occasion to in-
quire into the commercial depression
after the speech of the Finance Mini-
ter on Friday night. In the city of
Montreal we know all about it.

Mr. MASSON-The Hon. Minis-
ter of Justice gratuitously took upon
himself the duty of reporting the evi-
dence of a Committee last year.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-That is perfect-
ly true. I took upon myself to dis-
charge a portion of the duty, be-
cause we thought too much was
being charged for the service.
The subject, however, was before
the House last Session and a maximum
charge was adopted. I presume the
House thinks that rate should be
charged in cases where the House deems
it necessary to authorize the employ-
ment of a short-hand-writer.

The motion was carried.
HARBOUR OF CASCUMPIQUE.

Mr. PERRY asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to take
any steps for the improvement, during
the coming season, of the navigation
of the Harbour of Cascumpique in
Prince Edward Island, in'accordance
with the report of Henry F. Perley,
Esq., in 1874?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZI-I am sorry
to say that we cannot venture to ask
an appropriation for that Harbour this
year. If my hon. friend has read Mr.
Perley's report he will remember that
anything that can be done there will
require a large outlay both to block
up one entrance and open out another,
and we are necessitated by what
presses upon every work of the kind
this year not to ask an expenditure of
money for the purpose. Of course we
will keep it in view for the future.

QUEBEC RAILWAYS.
Mr. CIMON enquired whether, inaE-

much as the Government last year
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remitted to the Northern Railway
Company of Canada a sum
of more than two million dollars
owing by that Company to the Gov-
ernment of Canada, and also granted a
considerable subsidy to the Canada
Central Railway in view of its exten-
tion from Douglas to the Eastern
terminus of the Canada Pacifie Rail-
way, it is their intention to ask this
House to consent to a grant in aid of
the railways of the Province of
Quebec ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I must
object to the form in which the ques-
tion is put, which is entirely contrary
to the rules. 1 cannot answer au
argument in replying to a question.
If a question simply is put on the
paper, I have no objection to answer-
ing; but as it now stands I must
decline.

DUTIES OF POSTMASTERS.

Mr. McISAAC asked whether in
changing way-offices in Nova Scotia
into post-offices unnecessary duties
have been imposed on postmasters ; if
so, have steps been taken to relieve
them or increase their salaries in pro-
portion to the additional labour ?

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-I may
say that there has been no intention of
imposing improper or unnecessary
duties upon postmasters in changing
way-offices into post-offices. On the
contrary, inspectors have been instruct-
ed to very carefully guard against
&uch changes being brought about
more rapidly than proper. With re-
ference to the way postmasters in the
Lower Provinces who are willing to
effect the change, the Department will
be willing to see it done.

THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

Mr. FRÉCIIHFTTE enquired wheth-
er it is the intention of the Government
to furnish a copy of the Official
Gazette to the differentmunicipalities
of the country ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is not
the infention of the Government to
furnish the Gazette to Municipal
Councils.

PAYMENT OF PENSIONS.

Mr. ROULEAU asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to

continue the payment of the pension
to the families of Veterans of 1812
who have died since a grant was voted
for that pu-pose ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL-It is not the
intention of the Government to-
continue this grant.

PALMER'S POINT.

Mr. DOMVILLE enquired whether
it is the intention of the Government
to erect a light-house at Palmer's
Point, on the St. John River, in the
vicinity of the wharf?

lon. Mr. SMITH---I may say to my
hon. friend that it is not the intention
of the Government to do so. Our-
attention has not been ealled to the-
necessity for a light at that point.

MILITIA-MEN OF 1812.
Mr. FRÉCHETTE asked whether

there still remain any militia-men of
1812 who have not received their share
of the $50,000 voted last year; and if
so, whether it is the intention of the
Government to ask for a supplemen-
tary vote in their behalf?

lon. Mr. VAIL---There are quite a
number--perhaps thirty or forty-
who have perfected their claims
since the vote of last year was
exhausted. These claims will àbe
considered and probably paid
after the 1st of July next.

COMPENSATION TO ST. JOHN.

Mr. PALMER enquired whether th.
Government have decided to abandon
the branch of the Intercolonial Rail-
way around Courtney Bay to the Bal-
last Wharf at St. John, New 'Bruns-
wick; and if so, whether they intend
to make any compensation to the said
city for the injury to its property by
building of the said road over the city
property?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Gov-
ernment have the matter under con-
sideration as to the place where the
road will terminate. They are not
aware of any injury to any party that
requires compensation at their hands.

STEAM COMMUNICATION WITH THE WEST

INDIES.

Mr. YOUNG moved that an humble
Address be presented to His Excellen-
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cy the Governor General, praying that
there may be laid before the House of
Commons a statement shewing what
steps have been taken by the Govern-
ment touching the opening up of regu-
lar steam communication between
Canada and the British, Spanish and
French West Indies, with a
copy of the tariff of any of these
Islands which may be in pos-
session of the Government, with such
other. information, if any there be,
calculated to increase the interest in,
and promote our valuable commerce
with these prosperous Islands. Hie
said: I may state briefly that my ob-
ject in moving this resolution is not
simply to get any papers there may be
on the subject, but to keep before Par-
liament the importance of our trade
with the West Indies, Spanish, French
and British, as well as the desirability
of encouraging and by every possible
means extending that trade. Last
Session I asked a question as to
whether any efforts had been made
to establish steam communication
between Canada and these Islands,
and was informed by the Postmaster
General, who is now Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario, that the subject
was under the consideration of Govern
ment. If there be any papers---and I
suppose there are-I trust they will be
submitted to Parliament, that they will
show the Government are alive to the
importance of this trade, and that
they have taken all the steps in their
power to carry out the views of the
louse of Commons, and of commercial
men generally, on the subject.

Shortly before Confederation we had
a grand Commission appointed, of
whom the Hon. William Macdougall
was one, associated with other gentle-
men-some from the Maritime Pro-
vinces-who went to tropical co-ntries
to see what could be done to en-
courage this portion of our commerce.
At that time visions of a large trade
with the West Indies and South Amer-
ica were called up before the minds
of the people of Canada; but nothing
has resulted up to now from that
Commission, and I am sorry to say,
from the consideration I have given to
our statistics of trade, I find there bas
been very little, if any, improvement
in our commerce with those tropical

Mr. YovNG.

countries, although our trade in other
directions has expanded with very
great rapidity. The largest volume of
trade in any one year was in 1872,
when the imports and exports to the
Spanish, French and British West
Indies reached $6-;773,967. The follow-
ing year (1873) the trade declined to
$5,963,475 ; 1874, showed a very slight
improvement, $6,057,129 ; in 1875 it
was $6,139,910, making altogether in
the four years total transactions to the
extent of $24,934,431. I am sorry to
say these figures indicate that this por-
tion of our trade bas remained almost
stationary, and J think the fact is very
deeply to be regretted indeed. The
causes are not difficult to discover.
One, possibly, is that we are not able to
bring cargoes in our vessels from
the West Indies. In other words, they
take more largely of our articles than
we take of theirs in return. It is pos-
sible that some legislation might take
place that would have the effect of in-
creasing this valuable trade. Another
cause, no doubt, is want of infor-
mation with regard to the duties
on articles we export there. I
know I had occasion last year
to send to one department to as-
certain if I could get the tariffs of
those Islands, and found there was
information regarding that of but one
single Island in the possession of our
Government. I think steps might be
taken, at least, to have the tariffs of
all those Islands ascertained.

The great drawback is want of
steam communication between the two
countries. I have only to say, as a
representative of an Ontario constitu-
ency, we desire to see such communi-
cation opened up with these Islands,
assured that while it will benefit more
directly the Maritime Provinces, in-
directly it will prove beneficial to every
part of the -Dominion.

The trade with the West Indies
is the most profitable we have.
Of the whole trade of the four
years, amounting to $25,00p,000 in
round numbers, $16,000,000 were ex-
ports and $9,000,000 imports, showing
a balance of trade in our favour of
over $7,000,000. It must be recollect-
ed in addition to this that we had the
carrying trade for our ships-a very
important consideration indeed. There

with the West Andies.
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is no interest in this country that de-
.serves more to be promoted than the
commerce of our merchant marine. I
believe it to be one of the most valu-
able industries we have, and there is
nothing reflects more credit on Canada
to-day than the fact we have the third
or fourth largest merchant marine in
the whole world.

I may add a very few words with
regard to the position of the various
Provinces in this matter. No doubt
the Maritime Provinces,who have such
a splendid position on the seaboard for
,carrying on a trade of this kind,
ure more directly interested than
other parts of the Dominion. I saw a
statement some time ago in a newspaper
,of the Lower Provinces that there was
a feeling there that the people of the
West were not so much interested in
this trade as the people of the East. I
,desire for one, and I think I can say I
-speak the sentiments of the commer-
cial men of Ontario generally on that
question, from what I have seen of
their views expressed in the press and
.otherwise, that they take a great
interest in this trade, and their hope is
that before long the ships ofNew Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia will be more
frequently seen, not only in the ports
.of the West Indies, but in the waters of
Mexico, of Brazil and of South Ameri-
-can ports generally. I do not intend
to speak at any length on this matter,

:and I therefore place this resolution
in your hands without further
-comment.

Mr. FORBES-This is a subject that
bas engaged the attention of the
House on several occasions. I have
-endeavoured to bring it under their
notice myself. I most heartily thank
-the hon. member for South Waterloo for
the manner in which he brought this
this matter up. There is undoubtedly
:a feeling in the Maritime Provinces
that people of Ontario care very little
for the interests of the people by the
sea, but the motion of the hon. member
must convince them that they are
mistaken.

There is but one steamer to perform
the service between Canada the West
Indies, and it is very inefficiently done.
I would beg leave to read from the
report of the Commissioners from
.British North America appointed to

enquire into the trade of the West
Indies and Brazil, the reasons that
were urged for a subsidy being given.
They say:"The communication between
"British North America and the West
"Indies was now very unsatisfactory,
"the only regular service being per-
"formed by a steamer leaving Halifax
"once a month, the day of her sailing
"depending on the arrival of the Euro-
"pean steamer there, and that of her
"arrival at St. Thomas being conse-

quently uncertain and not so timed
"as to meet with regularity Intercolo-
"nial steamers which distribute the
"mails among the Islands. In conse-
"quence of this letters from North
"America frequently lie for several
"davs in the post office at St. Thomas,
"and the time occupied before replies,
"could be received was such as to deter

merehants in the British Provinces
"from (eiding orders to Demerara or
"the Wi n lward Islands." That was ten
years ago, and it is no better now-no
wonder the trade has not increased.
At Confederation we looked forward to
the fostering hand of the Dominion to
furnish us better communication. The
Government of the West India Islands
offered to supplement any subsidy that
might be given by the Provinces. It
was estimated that $100,000 would fur-
nish two or three large steamers for the
service. If this offer had been accepted
there is no doubt the business would
have grown to a very large extent; but
I believe the subsidy is no longer
within our reach, the United States
Government having secured it.

It cannot be expected that our trade
with the West Indies will improve
while we send them large cargoes
and can get none in return, the ves-
sels carrying the return frieghts to
United States' ports. I believe the du-
ties could be so arranged as to give us
that trade. Five years ago a memorial
was sent to the Government signed by
a nunber of representatives, but it re-
sulted in a little talk. Four years ago
more petitions were sent; three vears
ago a memorial was sent signed by 85
members of this Legislature, and we
expected that would have sone effect,
but nothing has been done and mattera
still remain as they were.

Last year something was done in the
matter. We all supposed it was a final
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conclusion, and upon reference to the
Parliamentary Companion for 1875 I
find the statement that among the admi-
nistrativereforms established by Hon.
Mr. Macdonald,late Postmaster General,
after his accession to office, was the esta-
blishment of direct postal communica-
tion with the West Indies. I supposed
when I read that notice that it was a
positive fact, but it seems to me that
it is only a delusion and a snare, as
nothing of the kind had been done.
There is no difficulty in arranging such
communication; all it wants is an ad-
justment of the sugar duties and a very
small subsidy to place a line on a good
footing. We now do a good business
between the town which I represent
and the West Indies. It is a market
for nearly all our fish and lumber, and
if something were done to increase and
foster trade between the Dominion and
the West Indies it would benefit the
finances of the country and aid the
Dominion in carrying out its obliga-
tions. I trust this matter will receive
the consideration it deseirves at the
hands of the Government.

Mr. WDOMVILLE-Much as I ad-
mire the action of the member for
Waterloo and the hon. gentleman who
has just spoken, I fear that nothing
will successfully establish a line of
trade between the Dominion and the
West Indies unless we have a better
basis for sugar duties. We all know
that sugar can be taken from the' West
Indies to Glasgow, where it undergoes
the process of refining, and is brought
from there to Canada at such prices
that our refiners cannot compete with
it. The duty now on sugar is between
50 and 60 per cent., and the trade
with the West Indies in this article is
consequently crushed out. The course
of trade is to ship fish, lumber and
various other products from the
Maritime Provinces to the West
Indies, but when the vessels go
down there they are unable to bring
back anything; if they load with sugar
the market is against them, and if they
load with molasses there is'no refinery
to take it, so they have to return to the
ports -of the United States and load
with flour. This is the natural course
of trade at present, and it is impossible
to build up any direct return trade
with the West Indies unlesa the duties

Mr. PonDEs.

on sugars are reduced one-half; that
would at once stimulate the trade with
those Islands and increase the consump-
tion of sugar in the Dominion. We-
know that in 1866 Commissioners were
sent to the West Indies to report as to
the means of increasing the trade with
that country ; their report is at present
in the Library, and the state of mat-
ters it represents could not be greatly
altered now except in the manner I
suggest. As far as rapid communica-
tion is concerned we have the cable
now, which does away with a, good deal
of the urgency for postal facilities by
steam; still the Lower Provinces will
not object to anything that will build
up trade. As for Ontario backing us-
up in bringing trade from the-
West Indies, it is like a fly used
by a friend of mine in salmon fish-
ing, which ho said was " a very-
good kind of fly, but it was too thin-
and wouldn't wash." So it is witly
the Province of Ontario and the West
India trade - " They won't wash."
low are we going to send up produce-
from the West Indies and bring down,
flour from Ontario without the Baie
Verte Canal? It is a well-known fact
that it costs as much to ship freight
from St. John to Charlottetown as it
does to ship from St. John to England
and from England back, for want of
this canal-about $6 per ton for a dis-
tance of 150 miles. And bow are we to-
do a trade between Ontario and the
West Indies ? It puts me very
much in mind of the old saying,
" Fools look to the end of the
world for profit," to spealk of
the West Indies for trade while we
are not able to ship goods from St.
John to our outlying ports in New
Brunswick with profits for want of the
Baie Verte Canal.

Mr. PALMER-I must express- my
satisfaction at the motion of my hon.
friend from South Waterloo. I regard
it as a motion of very considerable-
importance. My hon. friend from
South Waterloo is led into an error
in supposing that the Government and
the country have lost sight of this
question, but if ho looks into the report
on the Baie Verte Canal he will find
that instead of the Commissioners
addressing themselves . to ascertain
the importance of that canal to the

with the West Ind&es.
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trade with the Upper Provinces they
looked entirely to its bearing on the
West India trade. They presumed
that the Baie Verte Canal had to be
killed, and the first question asked
in connection with its construction was
what would be its influence on the
West India Trade, as if the work were
of no consequence unless it would
benefit that trade. I think as the
report has eompletely settled the
question of the West India trade, as
far as the Baie Verte Canal is con-
cerned, there can be nothing now in
the way of the Government putting
the action that this motion indicates
into effect, and communication will be
opened up that will cultivate the trade
between the two countries.

Mr. JONES (Halifax)-I am very
glad that the resolution of my hon.
friend from South Waterloo has elicited
such favourable opinions from the hon.
members of this Hlouse. It is a ques-
tion in which the people of the Mari-
time Provinces are not alone interest-
ed, but the people of the whole
Dominion. I am satisfied, myself,
that at the present -moment there is
no question which so much interests
the manufacturers of the Dominion as
the establishment of a large and con-
tinuous trade with the West Indies-
British and foreign. I am persuaded
that we have many articles in Canada
for which the people of the West
Indies would be good customers; such
as beef, pork, flour, lumber and other
such produce. If we desire to build
up trade between the two countries, it
must be by the exehange of such pro-
duce with such West Indian products
as can be utilized here either for
manufacture or direct consumption.
There is nothing at the present time
which so much tends to hinder a sat-
isfaetory or successful 'Une of com-
merce between the tropics and the
Dominion, as the unsatisfactory posi-
tion of the sugar duties. Until they
are adjusted or placed on a basis that
will more fairly represent the value of
the raw material, as compared with that
of the refined article, it is out of the
question that any line of trade can be
sBuccessfally undertaken. The House
must understand that it is only for a
very short time that returns can be
obtained from the West Indies, and it

is therefore of the greatest possible im-
portance that during these six or seven
months we should have such a demand
in our own markets for the raw mate-
rial from the West Indies as would fur-
nish traffic between the two countries.
We have plenty of produce to supply
them and build up a satisfactory trade
with them, if the sugar duties were ad-
justed on a proper basis so that we could
bring back that article as return cargo.

With regard to our communication
with the Islands at present, my hon.
friend fell into a mistake when he said
it was not well conducted. It is
done by the Cunard Line,and everybody
knows the Cunard Line is satisfactorily
managed. Of course there are other
channels of communication with the-
West Indies-besides cable communi-
cation-but I do not look upon this
question so much from a mail point of
view as from a trade standpoint. I
believe at the present moment, when
the manufacturers of the Dominion are-
looking for customers for the articles
which they produce, nothing vould so-
much tend to relieve them as foreign
trade, and if we can successfully
establish such a trade with a country
like the West Indies, and bring back a
return trade, it is our best policy.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I am very
glad my friend from South Water-
loo has brought this question before
the House. I moved for correspon-
dence and papers on the subject some
days ago, but the Hon. Premier said it
was not in a position to be brought
down. I feel that any discussion of
this kind must lead to good results.
The trade existing between the Do-
minion and those Islands has not been
very successful, and the reasons have-
been referred to by the hon. gentleman
who has just taken his seat, and my
hon. friend from Kings, both of whom
have had a great deal of experience in
that trade. I believe we never can
have successful traffic with any of* the
Islands to which we send our goods
unless there is a reciprocity of com-
merce. At present the great volume
of the West India trade is done with.
England, and all we can do could not
materially divert it from that country.
But as regards the exports from the
West Indies which are consumed in
the United States, much could be done
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to divert them to the Dominion, instead
f New York-and Baltimore, if proper

steps were taken with that object.
I shall watch with much interest the
action of the Government in this
matter. I am satisfied that the circum-
stances related by the hon. gentlemen
who have spoken are sueh as will show
that Canada, with a reasonable amount
of sacrifice, can secure a portion of this
trade by a proper adjustment of the
sugar duties. The sweets of the tropics
are the principal articles of export
from there to Canada, and without
encouraging their import into this
country we cannot expect to obtain
the West India trade to any extent. I
-can only say as far as my aid will go
on this side of the flouse; occupying as
I do au independent position, I shall
guarantee the influence of the Left
Centre towards any reasonable measure
for fostering this direct trade with the'
West Indiesý.

Mr. DAVIES-I cannot agree
with the hon. member from Halifax
that the mail service performed by
the Cunard Line between Canada and
the West Indies is satisfactory. It is
only a monthly service, and as it is not
always regular, there is no opportu-
nity for merchants to receive replies
promptly. We have to rely more on
sailing vessels than we do on the steam-
er. The only objection to establishing
a line of steamers between Montreal
and St. Thomas is that the navigation
-of the St. Lawrence is open but six
months in the year. No doubt a very
large trade could be done in this time
if there were a proper adjustment of
the sugar duties, so that it could profit-
ably keep our refiners in operation.
I think it is very desirable we should
have regular postal communication
.also, and in the winter time, when the
Intercolonial Railway is open all the
way to Halifax, the trade could be con-
tinued over that route.

4r. WORKMAN-I am very glad
this subject has been brought up to-day,
as it will enable me to submit to the
House the opinions of some of the
Jeading merchants of Montreal on this
important subject.

The communication to which I
would direct attention is on this
very question of trade with the

Bflon. Mr. MITCHELL.

West Indies and the sugar duties
therewith connected, and is dated
the 24th of February. It is signed
by Gillespie & Moffatt, Tiffin Broth-
ers, W. R. Ross, P. & J. Ross, and
several other large importing houses in
sugars. They say-"We desire to
"bring under your notice, and through
"Vou under that of the Minister of Fi-
" nance, the difficulty-we might say
" the impossibility-which we expe-
"rience in carrying on direct trade bet-
"ween Canada and the West Indies.
"The difficulty to which we refer is the
"want of modification here for Musco-
"vado sugar,which constitutes the main
"export of the West India Islands. This
"article, which must be regarded either
"as raw material for manufacture or as
"a necessary of life, is now subjeet to a
"combined specifie and ad valoren duty
"equivalent to about 50 per cent.on its
"first cost, and we venture to say that
"no other article of the same character
"is subject to so heavy a tax. This
" tells against the consumption of raw
"sugar by bringing up its cost close to
"that of refined sugar; and,on the other
"hand, it can no longer be used here as
"raw material. The bonus of fully one-
"half cent a pound now paid by the
" United States on the export of refined
"sugar has virtually rendered refining
"an impossibility in Canada."

This, Mr. Speaker, is the opinion
of men who are not refiners but
who are engaged in this large and
important trade. They go on further
to state-" The total consumption of
"sugar of all kinds in the Dominion, we
"lbelieve,is rarely in exeess of one hun-
"dred millions of pounds, equivalent
"to one hundred cargoes of five hundred
"hogsheads each, and making reasona-
"ble allowance for the refined sugar
"which would still continue to be im-
"ported,and the further consumption
"of the Lower Provinces, Manitoba and
"British Columbia, it may fairly be esti-
"mated that were the tariff modified, as
"we suggest, notless than 75 additional
"vessels would annually arrive at Mon-
"treal and Quebec, and this would have
"a material influence in cheapening
"downward freight, a point of vital im-
"portance to our grain trade, and more-
"over affording facilities for the export
"of manufactured articles of Canadian
"produce, and manufactures which

with the West Indies.
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i would find a ready market in the
"West India Islands."

That is an expression of opinion
from gentlemen who are well qualified
to give it, Sir. - It suggests certain
changes in the present duty on sugar,
on which it is unnecessary for me at
present to dwell, because the policy
announced here on Friday last renders
it inadvisable. It will be useless to try
and stimulate trade with the West
Indies until the present rate of duty
on sugar is altered; if changed as
suggested in this letter it can, no doubt,
be stimulated to a very large extent,
benefitting the whole Dominion and
also importers.
SIon. Mr. MACKENZIE - Permit

me before the motion is carried to say
e word or two. I previously stated, in
answer to my hon. friend from North-
umberland, that the Government had
had this matter under consideration
for a long time. Many difficulties
present themselves which we do not
ut present feel ourselves in a position
to surmount. The trade of the principal
West India Islands--Danish, French,
and British, British Guiana, the
Dutch Islands, Jamaica, Cuba and Porto
Rico-with the United States last year
:amounted in value to $35,562,966, near-
ly one-half being transacte< with Cuba;
another large proportion (nearly ten
millions) consisted chiefly of flour and
meals of various kinds. Now, those
who have dealt in this particular class
.of products and know the capacity of
Canada as a wheat and corn-growing
.country, are aware that we act in this
relation as brokers; and whether we
-could compete, in this regard, with
Virginia and Southern millers, is a
,question, I think, which admits of very
ýserious dispute. The importations into
these countries from the United States
last year of flour alone, were worth
about seven millions of dollars; and of
the two classes of Indian corn, about
one and one-half millions. One of these
articles we could not supply at all, and
the other we could only furnish, as I
have said, in the capacity 6f brokers.
I believe that the wheat grown in the
Northern States and Canada, in the
lake Region, would either require a
peculiar process of manufacture, and be
kiln-dried or treated, in some such
inanner to make it acceptable, or we

could only sell it in small quantities
that might be rapidly used. The sugar
difficulty is one we feel-as every hon.
gentleman bas stated-to be very
serious, on account of revenue require-
ments, while the normal state of
some of the West India Islands,
they hying almost always in rebellion
against the political powers that
have authority, nominal, at least,
makes it a matter of extreme difficulty
to come to any reciprocal arrangement
with them. I can only express my
own very ardent desire to do every-
thing the Government can in order
to promote trade in the varions articles
which will enable us to compete with
the United States, without holding out
any delusive hopes of being able to do so
in regard ,to such articles concerning
which this is manifestly impossible,
owing to the part of the country
we occupy and other difficulties that
stand in our way. The means the
Government have taken to obtain
very exact information as to the
views and feelings of those with
whom it is necessary to deal, and the
exact condition of every branch of
trade, will in a short time place us in
the best possible position to take action.
At the same time one serions obstacle
stands in the way which we have to
confront and meet in some way. We
must promote the trade of the country
without seriously injuring the revenue.
It is of the last importance to us to
do everything possible in order to
encourage the shipping interests; this
is a fact I at once recognize, and this
it would be impossible for any one to
deny who knows how much the
political power and prestige of a
country depends upon its foreign
trade and maritime, interest. I can
only assure the hon. gentleman who
makes this motion and those who
have spoken on the subject, that every
consideration will be given that is con-
sistent at all with the state of the
Dominion and existing interests, to
the matter they have to-day brought
before us.

The motion was carried.

WINTER COMMUNICATION WITII PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND.

Mr. PERRY-I move that an Addreus
be presented to lis Excellency the
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Governor General praying that there
may be laid before this House a state-
ment shewing what steps have been
taken by the Government touching the
opening up of regular steam communi-
cation in the winter season between
Prince Edward Island and the main-
land, in accordance with terms of Union
between the Province of Prince Bdward
Island and the Dominion of Canada;
also for all correspondence and copies
of contracts proposed with various par-
ties in this relation.

At the time of the entry of the Island
into Confederation, the Dominion G-ov-
ernment became bound to provide
steam communication in winter as well
as in summer for the conveyance of
mails and passengers between it and
the mainland, and it is well known that
up to the present time this stipulation
has not been honoured. I am very
anxious, accordingly, to learn what
correspondence has passed between the
Government and various persons in
this connection.

In the fall of 1873 Mr. King entered
into such a contract, but on examina-
tion his boat was found to be unsuitable;
only one trip was made late in the fall,
or the commencement of winter. in
the Spring of 1875 the Government
entered into an agreement with Mr.
Sewell, of Quebec ; I saw him here at
the time, and lie had a mQdel of a boat
which, I believe, from my knowledge
of the crossings to be made, would
have answered the purpose very well.
It appears that this contract fell
through, and some time afterwards
tendeis were offered by two steamboat
companies of the Island, one for 815,-
000 and the other for $20,000, I think.
The Government accepted the latter, I
understand, and the parties were
bound to have' a boat in readiness
by the fall of 1876. It seems
that it cannot be completed for
winter service in 1877, throwing such
communication back to the winter of
1878; consequently the Island will
have been for almost five years in the
Confederation without seeing the ful-
filment of the stipulation mentioned.
Iconsider that under the circumstances
the Government should take the mat-
ter up and make the experiment.
They should employ an engineer, who
could prepare the plan and models.

Mr. PaRy.

I have no doubt that the service cam
be secured. This was one of the induce-
ments held out to the lIsland to enter
Confederation, and for many years this
want has been deeply felt. One of the
Island companies offered to do the
work for $20,000, and I believe that
for this amount a boat would be pro-
vided next fall; the other could have
a steamer ready by 1878. I trust that
the Province, although the smallest iný
the Dominion, will not be overlooked
so far as the observance of terms is-
concerned, so many parties having
already failed, and the time passing
when the people of Prince Edward
Island should derive the benefit to
which they are entitled. I contend,
and I think the majority of this
fHouse hold a similar view, that the
Government should undertake the
work themselves. If there is a loss to
be sustained the Government are bot-
ter able to sustain it than private
parties; and if there is money to be-
made the Government are just as
much entitled and as competent to
make it as private individuals. It is
essential also to find out whether the
persons getting the boat built are pro-
ceeding under a model plan and pro-
per specifications. If the boat should
be built for any other purpose than
winter crossing, it will be a mistake,.
and the Government will be no nearer
carrying out this part of the terms of
Confederation than now.

Mr. YEO-1 quite agree with the
last speaker as to the pressing noces-
sity for having this communication
opened up. In 1873 there was an at-
tempt to effect this, which, howeverr
proved a failure. A contract was also
entered into last year with no better
result, and this winter some other
party took the matter in hand and also-
abandoned it. At the time of Confed-
eration this steam communication was,
held out as one of the greatest induce-
ments to our Province, and it is not
iglit that it should now be neglected.

By not putting a boat on the Govern-
ment bave already saved from $45,00i>
to $60,000, which would cover all the.
expense of constructing a boat specially
for the purpose. Should a private-
company take hold of the matter no-
advantage will accrue to the Province,
but the Government's prosecution of'

P:rince Edward Island.
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this necessary work will operate sue-
-cessfully for all parties. If in connection
with this the Administration would

-open a branch road from Aulac to Cape
1Tormentine and from Cape Traverse
to connect with the Grand Trunk, a
great trade would be opened up. As
.a supporter of this Government, Itrust
this work will not be delayed much
longer, but that they will endeavour
speedily to carry it through. The
Department of Marine and Fisheries
are conversant with the question in its

-details, and we would gain by having
it transferred to them instead of leav-
ing it as at present. The people of
the Province are desirous of having
the matter settled, and the Government
will do well in furthering this project.

Mr. DAVIES-A great deal of dis-
satisfaction exists in the Province ow-
ing to the non-fulfiliment of the pledge
given before Confederation with refer-
ence tothis work. Therepresentatives
of the Government have been severely
censured, but I think the First Minis-
ter will give me credit for being very
importunate on this point.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-You all
have.

Mr. DAVIES-Circumstances have
arisen, I know, to prevent the project
being carried on. Two difficulties pre-
sent themselves: first, whether to con-
struct the steamer or to give a private
company the contract. The second
plan is most generally alopted. The
Government do not like to undertake
works ofthis character. I do not think
they can prosecute them efficiently, for
the reason that private companies have
a closer control over their employés
and expect to make money, while Gov-
ernment employés do not expect to
make the service remunerative. and
therefore do not work with the same
energy. I did not expect the boat to
be completely under the direction of
the Post Office Department. It is not
expected that the Postmaster General
knows much about shipping, and his
Department is not the proper one to
have this matter in charge. As I be-
fore remarked, the Government are
desirous of completing this work, but
-difficulties have cropped up which no
--doubt will be satisfactorily explained.

A great time should be given to build

and equip a steamer of the class
required. I happen to be a member
of a company which tendered for the
work, but we found that the boat could
not be eompleted within the specified
time. A vessel 6f this kind will ordi-
narily have to be built at Glasgow or
Peterhead, but if sufficient time was
granted we could build as good a boat
in Prince Edward Island for this ser-
vice as can be procured in the world.
This winter a gentleman in the Island
accepted the contract, but on sending
his engineer to Scotland he found it
impossible to get what was required in
time, and was under the necessity of
declining to perform the work.

Mr. SINCLAIR-I am very glad
this question bas been brought forward.
My opinions with reference thereto
have not changed since the first. As
all acquainted with the Straits of
Northumberland know, there will be
six weeks during which it will be diffi-
cult for the steamer to cross. Boats will
then have to be used, and it will be
better to have the service all the win-
ter round. As has been observed by
the member for Kings' County, com-
panies carry on such undertakings
better than Governments ; but this
work is of a peculiar nature, and as a
private enterprise would probably not
be efficiently managed. A company
would stay in harbour during bad
weather, and would be more careful
about their boat than the Government.
Besides, the public have not the same
control over them as over the Govern-
ment, and would not consequently be
so well served.

If the Ministry want to do justice to
the Province they will undertake the
work themselves. As far as the cost
is concerned it would not be much,
and any Government who think
themselves competent to carry through
the Pacifie Railway need not shrink
from crossing the Straits of Northum-
berland. The interest of this Province is
evidently neglected because it is small
as compared with the other Provinces.
Many complaints have been uttered,
and it is time an adequate attempt was
made to carry through this work in a
proper manner. The Government
should take into consideration that
Prince Edward Island looks for it to
be completely carried out next winter,
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and I trust they will make prepara-
tions accordingly. This is a question
of great importance to Prince Edward
Islakd and the mainland, and it is to
be hoped that we shall not have to
repeat this complaint.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD---Being a repre-
sentative from Charlottetown, the
leading city of the Province. I must
have a peculiar interest in seeing this
winter navigation successful, and
I shall use iy best efforts to make
it so. I can, however, perceive
very great difficulties in the
way. Winter navigation across the
Straits is yet an experiment, just as the
navigation of the St. Lawrence is. But
we see that question agitated every
Session and the matter is in a very un-
satisfactory state. The navigation of
the Straits of Northumberland is,
however, much more likely to be suc-
cessfully accomplished than the St.
Lawrence scheme. The distance is
much shorter and the object to be
attainel is of much more importance,
at least to the people on the Island. The
whole Province is cut off fron the
mainland in winter. Small ice boats
with ranners are taken over the ice
as far as it extends and then rowed
until the next piece of ice is reached.
This is a precarious method of commu-
nication, and although we get our
mails in that way, still the accommo-
dation is poor and inconvenient. As
far as trade is concrned it is absolutely
nîl; we have no means of procuring
any article that we require for use
during winter.

Nothing but mere luggage of pas-
sengers and small parcels could be
taken across. So much with respect
to the carriage of mails.

At the time of the Union, when the
terms of Confederation were negoti-
ated, it was stipulated that this winter
navigation should, if possible, be main-
tained by the Dominion. This was
readily acceded to and confirmed by
Parliament without a dissenting voice.
The first winter it was impossible to
do anything. No tenders were asked
for until the present Government came
into power. Sometime in December
tenders were invited and the lowest,
sent in by Mr. King of Halifax, was
accepted. He was asked to send in
specifications of his boat, which had

Mr. SINCLA.IM

been built at St. John for the service.
She seemed to be utterly unfit for the
ten years' contract, but as the Govern-
ment were desirous that the attempt
should be made the next winter, an
inspection was made by the engineers,
who reported that the vessel was sea-
worthy and strong and the engine
sufficiently powerful. On the under-
standing that this boat should be taken
for one winter only, and that the con-
tractor was to build a new boat adapted
for the service in every way for the re-
maining fine years of the contract, he
commenced to run his vessel; but last
winter was very severe and she was-
found unfit for the work ; she had not
sufficient power and was not of the
right build. Where the difficulty was,
he failed to enter upon the construc-
tion of the new steamenr, though
called upon repeatedly by the Post
Office Department Lo do so, nnd send
in his specifications. [i the nonth of
April, when he had failed to comply
with his agreement, we cancelled his-
contract; it vas so late then that it
was almost impossible to have a boat
ready for the following winter. At
this time Mr. Sewell, who is well known
to be enthusiastic in the matter of
winter navigation, was in Ottawa. He
had a winter boat in course of construc-
tion, and offered to have it ready for
this winter provided we would give
him the contract to run between Cape
Traverse and Cape Dormentine, but
he afterwards stipulated that we were
to put up break-waters at both points
to protect his boat. We refused to sign
his contract, having no report as to the,
cost of such break-waters. On exam-
ination it was found they would cost
$50,000 and it was doubtful whether-
they would stand the ice then ; con-
sequently the project hadi to be aband-
oned late in the season.

The plan of giving the contract to
the lowest tender having proved a
failure, some three or four persons
were asked to make an offer. Steamboat
owners in Prince Edward Island were
asked to tender, and Mr. Sewell was
also invited to make another offer to
run between Georgetown and Pictou.
Three offers came in and one was ar-
cepted; but it appears, their agent hav-
ing gone to Scotland, he foundi he could
not get the boat built in time for the-

P'rince Edwiard Island.
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first winter. I understand they are in
correspondence for a boat that will be
ready in time.

I can only say the Government
have taken considerable pains to have
this service performed, but the great
difficulty seems to be that it is a
new work, and no responsible ian
appears willing to undertake it un-
less he is pretty well remunerated.
There is the saie difficulty in getting
a boat for the purpose, because it
would have to be very strongly built,
and would be of little use for any other
service. Still I an of opinion that
this work ean bc done nuch more
efficiently by a company than by the
Government. We all know how difficult
it is to manage anything of the kind
so far removed froi the seat of Govern-
ment. All the crew would have to be put
in by Governient patronage, fron the
captahi down. It would be diflicult,
under such circuistances, to get the
best men and to run the vessel
economically. If you deal with one
responsible party, who will no doubt be
a ship-owner perfectly well acquainted
with steamboats, sea captains, and men
fit to form his crew, he will do the
work well. There is another advantage
in having a local company. It woild
be in a great measure amenable to
public opinion in the Provinces inter-
ested and somewhat afraid of criticism
from the people of the place. These
circuistances combine to make a
private party better suited to manage
this service than the Government.
Still, if we cannot get a company for
the purpose, the Governinent, by the
terms of Union, is bound to undertake
the work.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I have listened
with a good deal of attention
to the explanations made by the Minis-
ter of the Interior, and I cannot but
eome to the conclusion that the people

of Prince Edward Island have been
very badly treated. The hon.
gentleman says it was part of the
terms of Union with the people of the
Island that if it was possible to peform
this service it should be done. The hon.
gentleman says Prince Edward Island
came into the Dominion on the 1st of
July, and yet says we should have
carried out the terms.

ion. Mr. LAIRD-Why did younot
ask for tenders ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--I had no
autbority, and the Government of
which I was a member, had none to
do so. The hon. gentleman knows
that le himself took an active part in
preventing the Government who had
arranged the terns of Union with the
Island, from obtaining a vote from
Parliament to carry it into effeet. He
tells us that he, a representative of the
Island holding a seat in the Cabinet,
allowed a year to pass the estiiates
to be voted, and Parliament to close
without having raised a finger or
taken the slightest step to carry out
the teris. I listened very carefully
to the gentleman's statements and I
find that no effort was made during the
first winter. During that Session
the hon. gentleman representing the Is-
land in this House stood still,
without making an effort to have the
terms of Union adhered to. I have
no sympathy with the hon. gen-
tleman himself, or tie others who
have been so loud in their complaints
to-day, because they have had meted
out to them the saine sort of good
faith they meted out to others ; but I
have sympathy with the people of
Prince Edward Island, who I consider
have been badly treated, for they have
goou ground for complaint because the.
Government has not kept its compact
with thein. This Administration has
not accomplished anything in that
direction nor made an effort to do
what the Dominion Government and
Parliament pledged themselves to do.
for the Island. After a whole Session
had passed, a contract was entered
into with a gentleman from Nova
Seotia, who undertook to perform the
service required. Yet so incompetent
were they to deal with even a matter
of this kind that they made a contract
with Mr. King and accepted a miser-
able boat entirely unfit to perforim the
service, which is regarded as one at-
tended with the greatest difficulty
by one of the members for-
the Island who knows something
of shipping. I ask that hon.
gentleman if the people of Prince
Edward Island do not deserve more at
the hands of the Government than
they have received ? It appears that
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-the specifications of the boat were
to be sent, and the Government in-
structed their officers to inspect it.
Having done so they accepted it.

-They made a contract, but until we
get the papers it will, perhaps, be
hardly worth while to go into the

-question. I am, however, instructed
by the contractor that having made a
bargain with him, and being satisfied
of the fitness of his boat, lie performed
the work; but having encountered a
winter of extreme and unparalleled
severity, his contract was violated in
the most extraordinary and unwarrant-
able manner, and he was not permitted
to carry it out, as he was prepared to do,
by building a boat which, in the judg-
ment of the Government, would suit
the service. I am not much surprised
at the conclusion wbich the Hon. Min-
ister of the Interior has arrived at, a
eonclusion which the hon. member for
Bothwell has also reached, that the
,Government are inadequate to deal
with questions of the simplest kind ;
and the sooner a company can be got to
do the work the better will it be for
Prince Edward Island and the Do-
minion. It is quite obvions, from
the statement of the hon. gentleman
himself, that if the people of Prince
Edward Island never get that ser-
vice performed until such measures
as the Hon. Minister of the Interior
is required to undertake are carried
out, they will go without it for a long
time. I do not say the service ever
will or can be done by anybody, but I
say that the Government of Canada are
pledged to the people of Prince
Edward Island to use all the means in
their power to establish this service,
and until every means is exausted,
whether it succeeds or not, the
Government will not have fulfilled that
pledge. The hon. gentleman has good
reason to distrust himself. He says a
company can perform the service bet-
ter than the Government can; that a
company can build a boat and run it.
HRe leads the Hlouse to understand that
if the Government had a boat perfectly
competent for the service, the difficulty
would be to man it-they could not
trust the Government to man it, as the
-appointments would be made by patron-
age, so that they would have to take
incompetent men. I am not in the

Houn. mr. TUPPER.

least surprised that the hon. gentle-
man mistrusts himself. It is perfectly
obvious that if we were to trust the
Government in the selection of men
for this service, the interests of the
people of Prince Edward Island would
be neglected. A year ago, when the
question in relation to the working of
the Prince Edward Railway by Gov-
ernment came up, a gentleman of the
highest standing came forward and
offered a handsome sum of money to be
allowed to run the railway. Was his
offer accepted ? Nothing of the kind.
The hon. gentleman knows perfectly
well the Government could not afford
to give up the patronage which the
control of the road gave them, to a
private individual at a profit to the
country, when they had such a num-
ber of friends to provide offices for.

Hon. Mi. MACKENZIE-I have no
objection in the world to the hon. gen-
tleman going into an argument or poli-
tical attack, but I think he should
ehoose his time; and if he means to dis-
cuss the Prince Edward Island Railway
management he should give due no-
tice. I perfectly understand that the
hon. gentleman cannot speak on any
subject without making a political at-
tack, but lie should confine himself to
the question at issue.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-I confine my-
self to a review of the statement made
by the Hon. Minister of the Interior,
and I put it to the House if I have gone
outside of that. Are hon. gentlemen
going to invoke you, Mr. Speaker,
to protect them against any censure of
their policys- hold it to be my
duty to the poople and to the country
to censure them. Hon. gentlemen
exhibit an amouut of temerity
and irritability that is not, in
myjudgment, becoming tothe Treasury
Benches.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the hon.
member for Cumberland should confine
himself to the motion.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The lion. Min-
ister of the Interior has propounded
a policy to the Hrouse of depriving the
Government of the patronage connect-
ed with this steam communication with
Prince Edward Island, and surely I
may show the soundness of that policy
as illustrated by the maladministration

Prince Edward Island.
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of the Government in the management
of works with which patronage is
.connected.

lowever, I do not wish to go be-
yond the strict line of the discussion
that the remarks of the hon. gentleman
called up, but it is a matter of very
great importance. .Here is a Province
for six months in the year eut off from
all communication with the mainland,
except by the uncertain means of a
little ice-boat. I do not say it ispossi-
ble for the Government by any policy
they ean adopt, or by any efforts they
can make, to bridge the Straits of
Northurmberland in the winter season,
but I do say in the ternis of Union, the
Government and Parliament of Canada
have bound themselves solemnly to
accoIplish that objeet.

Hon. Mr. MACIENZIE-There is
no condition.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Then the hon.
gentleman will see it is still more
necessary to prove it is impossible to
do it betore we can be relieved in the
slightest degree of the obligation we
have undertaken. and show that we
have not been guilty of bad faith.

Mr. MILLS-What would then be
said of those who made the compact ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-They were
not accustomed to keep faith.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-If it is imprac-
ticable, then it will be open for my hon.
triend from Bothwell to say: "You
" have entered into an engagement that
" shows your anxiety to undertake an
"important work that it is impossible

to do," and my bon. fri end from Both-
well will see that the result will be to
show the extreme anxiety of the late
Government to do ail in their power to
bring the inhabitants ofPrince Edward
Island into as close communication
with the mainland as it is possi-
ble to do. I believe that the
Government had the support of my
hon. friend touching.that question, not-
withstanding his habit of picking flaws
in anything that they generally
brought forward, as he considered
that it was a policy which ought not to
be aiopted. My hon. friend does not
mean to say that we hold the position
of independent public men in this
country and must leave it to the Ad-
ministration to ascertain the manner in

which things can be done. I am quite
sure that he would not be willing to
accept such a position for a single mo-
ment; and as one of our public men
who bas always given the most careful
consideration to all matters coming be-
fore Parliament, he will not be able to
escape a certain amount of censure if
he bas not done all in his power to ac-
complish this work.

But, Sir, to return to the argument.
I want to know from the Minister of
the Interior whether, down to this hour,
the Government of Canada have ob-
tained the best talent that Canada
affords to sec ure specifications for a
boat, and the information necessary in
order to proceed intelligently with such
a work; or does my hon. friend say
that this is to be left to a private com-
pany ? Why, such a company bas no
business to warrant it taking up such
a question; and I deelare that if at this
day this Government have not done
so, they are not in a position to
justify themselves, in my judgment,
against the legitimate complaints the
people of Prince Edward Island
make, which complaints have be-
come so strong as to force the
hon. gentleman sitting behind the
Minister of the Interior, to attack the
Government as he has to-day done.
The hon. gentleman remarks that it is
near six o'clock, and although I have
by no means exhausted the subject,
which is very important, I will give
the First Miinister opportunity for an-
nouncing public business.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-Perhaps
the Hon. Minister of the Interior
would be kind enough to inform me
whether Mr. Sewell, who desired to
secure the contract in question, gave
security in the way of providing boats
for the purpose ?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-The papers will
show when they come down.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-Is the hon
gentleman aware of this fact or not ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I do not
think that it is quite possible to answer
this question.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-It is quite
possible.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--It is un-
reasonable. An accurate survey of the
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place and estimates must be prepared
before a decision could be reaehed.
We could not accept the terns required,
Mr. Sewell wished the piers to be
built.

Hon. Mr. BLANCIIET----The lon.
Premier may not understand me. I
ask whether Mr. Sewell, who engaged
to furnislh boats fit for the service, gave
securty ?

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE----I do not
think that there is anything of the
kind. There was no eontraet, and
therefore nio security given.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET----Yes; but
the lion. the Minister of the Interior
just îow told as that Mr. Sewell would
be ready to sign a eontract if the Gov-
ernment would fur-nish piers.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE----We could
not grant the terms demanded. I will
have the pleasure of saying a few words
in reply to my hon. friend from
Cumberland when this matter cones
up again. I arn certain that he would
be anything but pleased if I passed
over his remarks without notice, and I
shall endeavour to gratify him as far
as possible. Of course we are very
nuch afraid of him, but still we can
manage to get along, I dare say. I
move, seconded by Sir John A. Mac-
donald, the adjournment of the debate.

BUSINESS OF THE HoUsE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD----Be-
fore the Ilouse adjourns I would ask
my bon. friend what will oecupy the
attention of the Governiment to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I think
that we will proeeed with the adjourned
debate on the motion to go into
Committee of Supply ; then we will
continue with such business as may be
on the Government paper. We hope
in a few days to have every nieasure
which the Government intend to
submit before the House in order that
business may be pushed forward with
rapidity.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD---After
Ash Wednesday I suppose that there
will not be so many interruptions as at
present after six o'clock.

At Six o'clock the louse'adjourned.

.Hon. Mr. MAcKENZIE.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TUESDAY, Feb. 29th, 1871.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three p.m.

BILLS INTRODUcED.

Mr. BROUSE-To amend the St.
Lawrence and Ottawa R. R. Act.

Mr. IRVING--To enable the Wel-
land Vale Manufacturing Co. to obtain
an extension of patent for an improved
ferule and socket.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
would not objeet to the introduction of
the Bil, but he would call attention to
the necessity of' adhering te the Patent
Law. It would be quite impossible to
allow the passage of such Bills as this,
when so liberal a Patent Law had been
made and extended by recent legisla-
tion. H1e would warn the hon. mnen-
ber that this Bill was not likely to ob-
tain the sanction of the House.

Mr. IRVING said ho would not ask
for the second reading until the Pre-
mier's views were communicated to the
promoters of the measure.

The bill was read the first time.

The Budget.
Mr. IRVING resumed the adjourned

debate on the proposed motion of lon.
Mr. Cartwright, on the motion that the
liouse go into Committee of Supply.
He said :-I need hardly remind you
that the motion, and the debate spring-
ing out of it on Friday night, are of
peculiar interest to a large section of
the community, and more especiall
to those constituencies represented
by my bon. colleague and myself,
the gentlemen from Montreal and
Toronto, and from other cities and
towns where manufactuiring establish-
ments give employment to large
numbers of persons. I would wish,
firstly, to say that the position
taken by the hon. member for
Cumberland and his supporters gave
rise to very great expectations on
the part of' such representatives as
myself, and I {r'eve to say after hea,,-
ing the hon. gentleman's speech, lhat
he sat down leaving us greatly disap-
pointed. He could hardly, after bis
remarks, have taken bis seat without
formulating bis views in reference to
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the attitude of the Gover.înent. If
evei one Of his charges against them
were true, they have iio ight tolih
the seats lh1ey nw occupy, but sholdli
-ive way 111th1t hion. gentleman anld
those of his partios that th ee was
so much diffieulty in getting rid of
in 1873. le, the hon. member for
Cumberland, eharged the Governm ent
with having created the difficulties
under which we labour to-day; with
having abandoned the Pacifie Railway
policy; with having declared there
was a deficit two years ago in the re-
venue, when subsequent events proved
there was none, anid with having un-
necessarily increased taxation to meet
it. le attributed to them the really
serious attack made in England upon
our railway securities; he charged
thema with general extravagance, with
suppressing proper information from
the public and with making improper
advances to the banks. If any one of
these matters were true, it was bis
bounden duty to have attacked the
Government, not by words only, but to
place before us some resolution on
which lie could have taken the opinion
of the House. More particularly should
le have done so when Le has been
holding out to the country hopes that
to him and his right hon. colleague
the manufacturing interests must look
for help, and not to the hon. gentleman
opposite.

I think that the hon. member for
Cumberland very happily referred to
many of the utteranees of the First
Minister with reference to the longitude
in which ho stood in the tone and ex-
pression given to theni, but the hon.
gentleman might have taken to heart
some ofthat lesson to himuself for words
recently spoken in Peel and Renfrew,
which places are sufficiently near not
to be unknown to members of this
louse; but he avoided that point and
attacked all that was defensible, and
all that which was satisfactory. He did
indeed speak in some general terms of
a "national policy," but I have yet to
learn what is really meant by such an
indefinite terni. After all the mortifi-
cation and disappointment I experi-
enced on Friday evening, there was
indeed one gleam of satisfaction, and
that was that I should never be able to
cok to my hon. friend from Cumber-

23½

land, o1 his rîglit hon. Ceolleague., fo:
that necesary relief t the nanutae-
turwing isses of this couinit rv which
is nereCay. But, Si,. tig l from
theLe hon. gente Cc thte gentIe-
mïei on the opposit mie of the
HIouse, I regret to say 1 Lo îot sec
much i mprovement. I miust say I have
reason for disappointment, not only
froi one side of the House but als(o
fron the other. There was indeed a
certain smoothness of diction in theý
style of the address of the Hon. the
Finance Minister which met the ap-
proval and admiration of the hon.
niember fer Cumberland. But compli-
ments to a Minister under such circum-
stances should not be confined maerely
to matters of style but to niatters of
principle, and therefore I have no
words of admiration to bestow. It does
appeal-to me that the Finance Minister
lias grievously disappointed the
country generally and the manu-
facturers especially. I cannot help.
remarking that the country had bee;i
led to expect something very different
at the hands of the Government. It
had gone forth from party organs of
the Government----they say, indeed,
they have no organs, but they will not
deny that which the Globe led us to
believe,-that the rate on some
manufactures might be sligltly
advanecd ; and I am sorry
that the Finance Minister did not
adopt that policy. In several of the
deductions ard statements of fact of
the Hon. Finance Minister, there are
miatters upon which I differ froin him,
and which I shall take the opportunity
more espeeially to elucidate and
explain. The Finance Minister after
dealing with matters which are solely
administrative in his office, accounted
to us satisfactorily for the way he had
administered these affairs in reference
to the instructions given to him by Par-
liament, which he did fairly; but when
he branched into matters of policy I
think he lamentably failed. le fought
against an immaginary evil, as though
there was a party in this Ioue
forcing upon him a high protective
tariff. I have not heard of any party
forcing upon him a high tarif;, nor
have I heard anything said that would
jutify any difficulty of that kind. The
Hon. Finance Minister put one in
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'nind of Falstaff and his men in buck-
ram, or more properly speaking, Don
Quixotte tilting against the windmills.
But, Sir, with reference to his policy of
doing nothing, or as one of the news-
papers summing up the matter very
pithily puts it, " the Finance Minister

waits calmly the advent of botter
times." If this is statesmanship, thon

the Finance Minister rises to the
sublime; but with the Finance Minister
on the one hand, and the hon. member
for Cumberland on the other hand
with his Fabian policy, between these
two hon. gentlemen many interests in
the country will languish if not die.
Indeed these two gentlemen put me in
mind of the last chapter in Rasselas,
where everything is considered
and nothing is concluded. "Imlac and
"the Astronomer were contented to bo

driven along the stream of life -with-
"out directing their course to any par-
" ticular port." Thatappears to be the
statesnianship that now surrounds the
governing and ungoverning powers.
Those matters which have especially
disappointed me in the views of the
Finance Minister were those bearing
upon the industrial difficulty or difli-
culties of the country. I cannot say
that the Finance Minister did not
exhibit that he had spent a great deal
of research and industry on this sub-
ject. I cannot say he had not looked
round the world to find a policy. He
spoke of having considered that
which prevailed at Moscow and
Vienna, and thon he bounded from
Europe to the country of Brig-
ham Young; but if the bon. gentle-
man had been only content with
examining into the condition and the
circumstances of the industries of Mon-
treal, Toronto and Haihilton, he would
have been able to come down with a
policy much more suitable to the coun-
try and acceptable to the people. I could
have shown him that the industries of
the country were suffering by reason,
among others, of the competition
of the cheap prison labour of the
United States, and I think a country
like this should hardly have its
labourers forced to stand idle, in
order to have forced upon them the
products of the convict labour of the
neighbouring country. I think our
rnanufacturers ba-e hardly been fairly

Mr. IR 'ING

dealt with in this House, nor indeed
always by their own friends. I
objeCt to the idea that whenever a
subject of this kind is to come before
the House for discussion weare to
be met by extreme arguments with
reference to a Chinese Wall of
Protection. There is no agitation
in this country for a high tariff. The
agitation is that the system of tariff as
it at present exists should be adapted
to the wants of the country, so as to
protect those industries which are now
suffering by reason of its misappli2ation.
That is the point and the principle I
invoke here, and, I think, the Finance
Minister begged the question and
surrounded it with a number of difficul-
ties-true, perhaps, in themselves, but
wholly inapplicable to the narrow
issue we want discussed on the floor of
this House. Then the First Minister
took up the question of free-trade, and
I have now to deal with him; dealing
with those gentlemen in the order of
their criminality. The First Minister
the other night referred to Cobden and
his principles as the great Free-Trader.
The great Free-Trader of modern times
may be measured by his negotiation of
the French Treaty of 1846.

I wonder-for the First Minister is
almost invariably so accurate in every-
thing ho states-whether the hon.
gentleman ever took the trouble to
read that treaty. Does he know that
the very first clause of the Cobden
Treaty is to this effect: "That the Em-
" peror of the French would bind himself
"not to impose upon British manufac,
"tures going into France more than 30
"per cent. ad valorem." Is there any
free-trade in that? On the other hand,
the next clause binds England for a
certain number of years not to put an
export duty on coal. Is there any
free-trade in that, which was a chief
ingredient in the negotiation ? Talking
of coal, I am reminded that Mr. Me-
Culloçh, au accepted authority upon
commerce and a leading authority on
free-trade, says that " England should
" never have consented tj give up her
"right to impose export duties on coal,
"because being botter situated in that
"part of Europe to supply other coun-
"tries she could monopolize the mar-

ket."
I refer to these instances to let my
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hon. friends know that free-trade is
a noun of no quantity, and is merely an
expression or cant term for making
the best bargains. But, placed as we
are, we have no voice in making a
good bargain. We have to accept
free-trade on one hand, and a commer-
cial policy of extreme protection on
the other. In the same way let me tell
those hon. gentlemen, if they have
never heard of it, that the whole sys-
tem of England as adapted to free-
trade at the present time is free-
trade in the sense that it suits them
specially. When free-trade princi-
ples were formulated in that country
fifty years ago, it was never intended
by Mr. Huskisson that they should
be extended to countries with hos-
tile tariffs; and in the discussion in the
House of Commons in 1846 it was ad-
nitted that that was the truc principle
in reference to the question. The

point by which frce-trade was carried
was that the Manchester people
coupled -it with a cry for cheap
food. The opportunity of striking
at the elarge landed interests and
the Manchester men with their
large capital in manufactures succeed-
ed in forcing a system upon the coun-
try which, however satisfactory it may
have turned out, would not have been
carried had it stood alone, apart from
the cry of cheap bread.

I will state the position in which I
understand the manufacturers are
placed, and in which I think they are
entitled to the consideration of the
House. I begin by laying down the
premises that thère is no man in this
House but is willing to sustain the
manufacturers by all that is reasonable
and fair to ensure their success. We
are all friends here to the country and
to the manufacturing interest espe-
cially if, as we have been told over and
over again, manufacturers are a source
of benefit and wealth, and we are all
necessarily in favour of their establish-
ment and success. I also take the
argument of my hon friends opposite-
that England being a free-trade coun-
try, must necessarily procure goods
cheaper than any other country, and
consequently, I say that the
prices with which she is satis-
lied should be regarded as the
normal prices. I will also go further

and say, taking the argument of the
Free-Traders, that America being
strictly a protective country, by parity
of reason it is impossible that she can
produce goods which can be sold as
cheap as the products of a free-trade
country. If, therefore, the result be,
from causes which are abnormal, that
American goods come here and injure
Canadian manufactures, it must be by
reason of there being something
vicious in the system which permits
sales below those prices which must
be the proper prices. By taking free-
trade prices as the measure of prices
for our manufactures, the Government,
therefore, if they are sensible of these
facts, if they can be made sensible
that American goods are sold below
their real value, then to that extent
should they shield our manufacturers.
This intrusion of American goods is a
disturbance of regular prices, and that
is a matter which truc statesmanship
should rise up to the level of being
able to protect us against. That is
the protection we want, and not any
absurd nonsense connected with higli
protective tariffs or Chinese Walls.

laving gone so far as to point out
a number ofwhat I call the deficiencies.
of the hon. gentlemen opposite, in
whose hands the destiny of the country
now is, I shall venture to explain what
I believe is the manufacturers' position,
and their views of what is fair on this
question, and what they will be satisfied
with. They have not asked for any ex-
travagant rate. In November they
passed a general resolution in Toronto
to the effect that they would be satisfied
with an advance to 20 per cent., and pro-
tection against the sacrifice of Ameri-
can goods, and by the newspapers I see
that a few days ago, at some conven-
tion, an effort to commit them in favour
of 25 per cent. was negatived by a
large vote. In their distress and diffi-
culties they do not ask any high
amount, but come to the Government
and say, " Give us some moderate aid
and we will be satisfied." Those gen-
tlemen on the Ministerial benches,
however, turn obdurately away, and
give no hope whatever.

What are the remedies that have
been proposed ? There has been a
great flourish of trumpets throug:out
the country with reference to recipro-
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cal legislation. I understand that to
mean something in the nature of fixing
our duties in the same way that the
Americans fix theirs in Congress.
That matter has been discussed gener-
ally, and the country has very proper-
ly and loyally protosted in ever being
included in what would practically
amount to an American Zollverein.
Therefore, I see no remedy in that
direction ; nor do I see any relief in
what is brought forward under the
head of national poliey, unless those
wbo advocate it will give to us the de-
tails ofthe tariff they mean to advocate.
That may be such a tariff as we may
like to accept, but so long as great men
use large words with respect to a
national policy, and give no precise
detinition of their meaning, we must
refrain from placing in their hands the
reins of administration until they take
a more distinct course.

Well, Sir, I willii now proeeod to pro-
pose a remedy, which 1 will define :-
i would discriminate against foreign
manufactures which come into compe-
tition with the productions of Canada
and the United Kingdom. When I
have sat down some hon. gentlemen
may reply-" We cannot adopt retalia-
tory duties." I have not used these
words, and I do not propose to do so.
The Americans have imposed a high
tariff ; and if there is an adjective pro-
per to describe the policy we should
pursue I would say that it is imitative.
- would take a small leaf out of the
American book. and if it be true that
imitation is the sincerest flatterv, why
we can so flatter in this relation the
American cagle as to turn it into a
very peacock. It is said that there is
very great difficulty in the way owing
to treaties that exist, and some eininent
statesmen like Lord Burleigh walk
across the stage and shake their heads;
but I hope that the resuit of this dis-
cussion will be to show what our right
position is, for no such difficulty has
any existence ; and if the Administra-
tion will not meet the demands of the
country, we must have a Ministry
.occupying the front seats on the right
of the Speaker which will do so. I
have taken it upon myself to assert
that in no treaty does any provision
exist preventing any legisiation such
as we require by the Canadian Parlia-
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ment. Instructions are merely given
by the Crown directing His Excellency
the Governor General to withhold his
assent from any Bill imposing differen-
tial duties ; and the despatches and
correspondence wbich have passed in
this regard-though so long ago as to
be scarcely applicable to the present
day-warn the Colonial Legislature
against legislation in this connection,
not owing to want of power or to treaty
requirements, but simply because, it
being a difficult question, the Crown.
desires that no legislation may in any
way interfere with the prevailing Im-
perial policy, with which the Colonial
Parliament is assumed can hardly be
so well informed as to be able to deal
with at all times with propriety.
Therefore the course is perfectly clear
for the Government at any time to enter
into communication with the Imperial
Cabinet in order to diseuss a policy that
may relieve this country from the diffi-
culties with which it is at pi esent sur-
rounded. I an not content toucli-
ing a matter of this importance to al-
low the Ilouse to remain under this
impression solely because I have so
stated. I will accordingly turn to one
or two public documents which deal
with this question very distinctly. After
the war of 1812, at the Treaty of Ghent,
Great Britain and the United States
signed a convention of commerce in
1S15, in which appear these few words,
to which I beg to draw attention

.No higher or other duties shall be im-
" posed on the importation into the
"territories of His Britanie Majesty in
"Europe of any articles, the growth,
"produce, or manufacture ofthe United
"States, and no higher or other duties
"shall be imposed on the importation
"into the United States of any arti-
"cles, the growth, produce, or manu-
"facture of His Britanic Majesty's ter-
"ritories in Europe, than are or shall
"b payable on like articles being the
"growth, produce, or manufacture of
" any other foreign country."

This provision, in distinct terms,
limits this convention to trade relations
between the United States and Great
Britain in respect to ail European pro-
ductions; and in order to prevent a7iy
mistake this additional clause was add-
ed :-" The intercourse between the
" United States and His Britannic Ma-
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'jesty's possessions in the West In-
dies and on the continent of North
America shall not be affected by any

'-of the provisions of this Article, but
cah party shall remain in the coni-

"plete possession of its rig--,hts."
This Treaty is as plain as words can

rake it. Such a difficulty as bas been
represented does not exist, and I assure
hon. gentleman that no treaty bas
been made on the subject since. I
have ah eady explained that the
Imperial authorities should be
consulted in such regard by the
Ministry. I hope that the day is not
far distant when we may have a states-
man on these Benches-I am not
prepared to atfirm that he is not there
now-who, with a clear eaod and a
bold pen, will send such a despatch
across the Atlantic.

In these ideas there is no novelty ;
such was the policy up to 1847,
when discri mi natory duties prevailed
throughout this country in favor of
Great Britain as against all the world.

In 1852, at Quebc, Mr. Ilincks
made a similar proposition in language
which is singularly applicable to the
present state of things-" Our policy

towards the United States," he stated,
" as been one of concession. England
had given to the people of that coun-
try most extraordinary advantages,
and yet they refuse to us the paltry
concession sought for. We abolished
our ditferential duties and obtained
nothing in return. We have 'given
them the free use of our canals when

"they refuse to allow a Canadian
vessel to pass through theirs ; and
now they want to obtain our fisheries

"anid the navigation of the St.
Lawrence. Let us suppose that
the differential duties which existed
in 1846 were now in force, and he
would ask whether any ndividual
could be found who would now

"advocate their repeal uncondition-
ally."
More follows to the saine effect ; but

enough has been read to show hon.
gentlemen that the policy in question
lias been on several occasions before
the country, and I thinlc the time has
c>me when we should deal with it
again.

Mr. Merritt in 1858, concerning this
matter, reported to the liouse of As-

sembly :-" In 1847 in deference to
opinions expressed in despatches

"of' 1843, our duties on American
manufactures were reduced from
121 to 71- per cent. and increased

"on British manufactures from 5 to 7
"per cent., the effect of this Act being
"to remove all discriminatory duties
"against the United States. Your
" Committee therefore earnestly re-

commend that that despateh of 1843
be withdrawn, leavingthe legislature

"to regulate the duties on imports as
"beretofore under the Act of 1846

without restriction." Further, Sir, I
am highly gratified to observe that so
late as 1870, as the bon. member for
Cumberland informted us the other
night, he advocated this same policy.
Now this question n)ust be faced ; it is
not a question of parish polities, but
one upon which the country desires
information, and regarding which,
whenever questions relating to our
trade and manufactures are discussed,
it is suggested that discriminatory
duties woutld ineet the difficulty. 1 there-
fore hope that the Mlinistry will turn
their attention to this question, and
deal with it in suchi a wav that a thrill
of satisfaction will pass ron one end
of the country to the other, giving us
another reason for being proud of' the
naine of Canadian.

I propose moving a resolution em-
bodying the views I have stated, and
having read it I will beg to draw the
attention of the First Minister to one
or two additional remarks. I move,
seconded by my hon. colleague from
llarnilton,-That it be

" Resolved, That this House in main-
taining the policy adoptedi by the
presenit and past Governrments in
Iimiting the rate of duties upon the
importation of these classes of ar-
ticles which are produced in the
country, to the extent required to
meet the wants of the revenue, fully
appreciates the national benefits arin-
ing from the degree of' protection to
the existing manufacturing industries
of- the Dominion afforded under that
system, but observes with regret that
tie fluctuations in price, resulting from
the uncertain condition of loreign
markets, affecting the Canadian
markets, and incapable of being fore-
seen by the Canadian manufacturers,
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expbsed our manufacturing interests to
unfair competition, and this Huse,
while now ready to record its approval
of the general policy of the present
Administration, is nevertheless of
opinion, that the said manufac-
turing interests deserve the con-
tinued fostering care of Parliament,
and that the time has arrived when
the Government of the Dominion
should inform the Imperial Govern-
ment that the Parliament of Canada
deems it necessary to revive some of
the features of a former policy by
imposing differential duties ; and to in-
dicate, further, that in order to meet
the difficulties against which Canadian
manufactures are struggling, and in
the general interests of the Canadian
public, and to bring the British and
fbreign manufacturer on nearer terms of
equality in the Canadian market, this
House would be prepared to approve
of any measure to be submitted to
them by the Administration whereby
a rate of not less than ten per cent.
should be added to the existing im-
portation tariff against such articles of
foreign manufacture, of which the
same classes are manufactured in the
Dominion by way of difference to that
extent in favour of like classes of pi'o-
ductions of the Mother Country."

I think this resolution if adopted
would meet the difficulty. It would
encourage the manufacturing interest
to expect some meed of protection and
defence from the present Government.
I hope that the Government will not
set the cities at defiance. Already in
the cities there is more active po-
litical thought upon this subject
than in the country constituen-
cies generally. The views I have
been attempting to enunciate have
never, to my knowledge, been opposed
by the farming community, to whose
good sense I look for protection in
favour of their relatives who live in the
neighbourhood of cities. I entirely
deny the propriety of raising a dis-
tinction between the rural and urban
populations of this country. In my
mind they are the same kindred.

In conclusion, I wholly dissent from
the ideas of the Finance Minister that
the result of manufacturing in the
cities is to take away the population
from the country and carry such

Mr. IRVING.

population to the cities. It is a well
known fact that the manufacturing
establishments of Connecticut and
Massachusetts are more than half
manned by Canadians, and Chicago is
swarming with our countrymen who
cannot find employment at home. If>
our population has not increased in
some of our rural constituencies it is
for want of congenial labour in the
country, many have been obliged to go
to a foreign land to get employment.

Mr. CHARLTON-Like many hon.
memubers in this House, I had believed
that protection to a certain extent and
within certain limits would benefit the
country. We have been told that a
protective policy is one which could
only be adopted by patriarchal Govern-
ment-a Government which could niot
only protect industries but also limit
production. 1 hold that a protectiv
policy, on the contrary, runs through
the whole legislative system of any
country. To afford protection of life
and property is the duty of Govern-
ment, and ai mies are raised and
navies built to protect the nation.
Prisons are erected for the protection
of the public, and free grants given for
the purpose of increasing the public
wealth and adding to the population.

It may be safely assumed that no
nation has attained to greatness in
commerce or manufactures without
having in the course of its history im-

.posed•exactions and restrictions. This
has been notably the case with Great
Britain herself; and I think the asser-
tion that the developement of various
industries is necessary to the cultiva-
tion of the self-defensive power of a
nation is incontrovertible. We have
had an illustration of it in the neigh-
bouring nation. The Southern States
were without manufacturing industries
while the Northern States were filled
with them, and the advantage this
gave them resulted in the suppression
of the rebellion.

No person will assert it is proper to
protect industries that are not natur-
ally adapted to the country, but when
they are suited to the land it is the
duty of the Government to foster them.
Arts and manufactures do not spring
up readily on a virgin soil. In the
first place trade has a tendeney to
remain in beaten tracks. Then the
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advantage is on the side of a nation
in which manufactures are established,
because money is always more easily
obtained there than in a new country.

Then, again, the possession of organ-
ized and skilled labour is an advantage
that the manufacturers in a country
where manufactures are established
for a long time possess over a new
country. But, although it may be
conceded that protection is to the ad-
vantage of manufacturers, unless it
can be shown that it is also an advan-
tage to the other classes of the com-
munity and the nation at large, all
arguments in favour of protection fall
to the ground. It must be shown that
the agriculturists are to be benefited
by protection before it is incumbent
upon the Government to adopt a pro-
tective policy. I believe that the inter-
ests of the nation at large would be
promoted by judicious protection; I
believe that the agricultural interests
of the Dominion would be promoted
by protection, and that the manufac-
turer, being brought to the door of the
farmer,would afford a market for a great
many articles of produce that would
not be saleable if the market were
three thousand miles. away. With a
home market of this kind established
by protection to manufacturers, the
agriculturist can benefit his soil by
producing a rotation of crops. The
purchasing power of money is not a
correct measure of the purchasing
power of labour. A farmer raises a
bushel of corn which he sells for fifty
cents in a foreign market, and with
the proceeds he can buy three yards of
cotton; but supposing the manufactures
are brought to his door, and the better
market which it creates increases the
price to 60 cents or 70 cents ýper
bushel, and althoughimpost duties are
levied on cottons from Manchester so
as to add largely to its price, still he
may be enabled to buy four yards of
cotton with his bushel of corn instead
of the three yards it was able to pur-
chase before, as the purchasing power
of his labour is increased.

We have at our own doors all the
illustrations and experience of protec-
tion and its benefits required for our
government and guidance. The United
States have adopted a protective policy
under which their manufactures have

been fostered and promoted until in
1870 the:r products reached the sum
of $4,253,000,000, giving employment
to 2,000,000 operatives and disbursing
over $775,500,000 in wages.

It has been charged that protection
has prevented the extension of foreign
commerce in that country. That may
be true; but it is estimated that the
domestie commerce of the United
States last year reached the enormous
proportions of 200,000,000 tons, valued
at $10,000,000,000. What is the foreign
commerce of that country compared
with the vast domestic trade that goes
on increasing without the fluctuations
or risks of foreign trade. Look at the
progress of the cotton trade in that
country. Previous to the import duties
on foreign cottons in 1824, British
manufactures crushed out all efforts to
establish factories in the Republic; but
the imposition of 25 per cent. duty on
foreign cottons had the effect in a few
years, not only of building up manufac-
tories, but led to the production of an
article better in quality and lower in
price than the Americans received from
British manufactories before their own
industries were established. In 1860
the United States were exporters of
cottons, exporting nearly 10 per cent.
of the whole amount manufactured.
The same way with the iron trade. All
attempts to establish iron industries
were crushed out by foreign competi-
tion, and high prices were maintained
at intervals-higher, on the average,
than the per centage necessary to pro-
duce them in the United States at a
profit. But when a protective duty
was imposed iron manufactories were
established, and in a short time the
price of iron was brougþt down several
dollars per ton, and it is now sold cheap-
er than the British iron ever waq
offered for on that market. The ship-
ping interest of the United States was
one of the mast signal illustrations of
the benefit of a protection policy that
could be produced. Under a protec-
tive tariff the ship building of the
United States had grown, till in 1860
it was nearly as great as that of Eng-
land, and there came two causes to
ruin it. First, the war, which placed
the United States shipping at a dis-
advantage with all other common
carriers, and the second cause was the
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revulsion in the ship building trade
'caused by the substitution. of iron for
,wooden vessels. Under these combined
influences the shipping trade fell into
the depressed condition in which it
now remains. Why is it that we are
so desirous of selling to the United
States articles of food ? It is siniply
because they have by protection built up
nanufacturing cities with a numerous

jopulation that consumes not only the
vast produets of their own country, but
also afford a better market for our Pro-
dacts than we in the Dominion possess.
The issue in Canada to-day is not an
issue between free-trade and protec-
tion; the issue is, is the protection now
zÀfforded adequate for the promotion of
our industries ? Although pr)otection
has conferred great benetits upon the
United States, I think it can be clearly
-slhown that the amount of protection in
that cou ntry has been altogether great-
er than necessary for the purpose of pro-
meting) its interests, and in consequence
-o. that over-protectioîn minopolies and
rings were created and a gambling
element was introduced into all busi-
ness transactions. Part of this is due
to that element brought into the pro-
blem, the influence of which is so diffi-
cult to measure or define, the element of
an irredeemable vicions paper currency.
In consequence of that it was necessary
to introduce a higher tariff than would
have been necessary under a sound
znonetary system. I am satistied that
the marnufaeturers of the United States,
through lobbying, obtaned vastly more
protection than they were entitled to
or the eountry should have granted. I
had supposed that the duty of 17- pe
ocent. levied upon that' list was a duty
insufficient for protection, and the im-
pression 1 had oirmed upon that piint
I must contss was very seriously
-shaken by the statement made by the
Finance Minister in his Budget Speech.
On examination into the subject I find
that the imports under the 17½ per cent.
list for the last six inonths of the year
1874 were $28,27 1,000, and for the cor-
responding period of 1875 they were
$18,142,000, a falling off of $10,129,000,
or about 36 per cent. It must be borne
in mind that although there was a
heavy falling off in that list there was
a diminution in the total volume of
trade, anil it is necessary to consider

Mr. Casa-LTx.

the fairg off in the general
imports. 1 find that the total
imports for the last half of the
year 1874 amounted to $69,193,000,
less goods on the 171 list $28,271,000,
le9vi:g the imports exclusive of the 17-
list at $41,422,000 for that period. The
total imports for the last half of 1875
were $51,23,000, fron which deduct
the imports on the 17½ list and it leaves
$18,142,000. Thuswe have the amount
of inports, exclusive of the 17 list, of
$33,781,000, a falling off of inports
exclusive of the 17½ per cent. list of
$7,141,000 or 18 per cent., a nett
reduction of 18 per cent. of imports for
the advantage our manufacturers in
twelve months of protection. I doubt
whether it would be policy to advance
that rate 2- per cent. It is evident
that it has acted efbciently as a protec-
tive duty, but whether efficiently
enough remains to be seen. At any
rate the 17- per cent. had better be
continued for the present.

There is another feature to be borne
in mind. The present duty caused a
heavy falling off in receipts and a
deficit in the revenue. Were there 2½
per cent. increase in the tariff, industries
would, perhaps, be undiuly stimulated,
there would be a still larger deficit, and
Governnment would be further embar-
rassed. With regard to the resolution, I
confess I would like to sec a retaliatory
policy adopted which would bring the
United States to ternis, and would at
least protect us against slaughter in-
voices. I doubt, however, whether that
is an evil which requires the interposi-
tion of Government. I think it is much
inagnified, anid is entirely owing to a
state of affairs across the lines which
cannot be considered permanent and
which will disappear with the return
of good times to that country. Ureatly
as our manufacters have been injur-
ed, I think their complaints will not
last long ; and I doubt whether it is
good policy, in view of the fact that
this is a temporary evil for the Admin-
istration, to pursue a course which
would lead to retaliation. 1 an re-
minded of the anecdote of the English-
nan who allowed his wife to beat him.
When asked why lie endured the trelt-
ment, he replied, " Oh, it pleases she,
and don't hurt ." That is exactly
our position in this respect. A retali-
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atory policy may please us but will
not hurt them. I hold that what
Canada desires is reciprocity with the
United States--a short eut to the mar
kets which Protectionists propose to
secure for us. It is a matter of very
great importance that we should obtain
access to those markets. A retaliatory
policy might have a bad effect in pre-
venting this. In the United States
just now the Democratie party have a
majority in the House of' Representa-
tives, and they are favourable to grant-
ing us more liberal trade relations
than we have hitherto enjoyed. It is
not impossible that that party nay
carry the elections tbis year, and thus
exert a greater influence upon the
policy of the country ; and it would be
folly on our part to do anything to
prejudice our case in the meantime.

To attribute the existing stagnation
to inadequate protection is a tllacy.
England, with ber free-trade, is to-day
depressed ; and in that highly pro-
tected country the United States there
is a great stagnation. This great wave
of depression has swept over the coi-
mercial world, and our interests being
blended with those of the United
States, it is not surprising that dis-
tress bas visited us. No Government
could do anything to mitigate or avert
the trouble under which Canada is
suffering. The Government bas no
more to do with it than with the tides
of the ocean or the changes of the
noon. The crisis came in obedience

to a natural law, and in obedience to
a natural law it will pass away.

In conclusion, I may state that I am
desirious of doing everything calcula-
ted to promote the manufacturing in-
terests of this country. But looking
fr-om my stand-point I believe that the
present tariff is adequate; that at all
events to demonstrate its inadquacy
will require more time. I heartly en-
dorse the policy of the Finance Minis-
ter in declining to advance the rate
beyond 17, per cent.

-Mir. WORKMAN-In arising to ad-
dress a few remarks to the IHouse I
have to crave its indulgence fearing
I may to some extent trench upon per-
sonal grounds. I will not detain ihe
House long if I can avoid it. Before
entering upon a discussion of the ques-
lion now betore us I cannot but ex-

Press my deep regret and mortification
at the policy initiated in this House by
the Finance Minister on Friday last.
Since my arrival in Ottawa a great
many deputations from my constitu-
ents in Montreal have visited this city,
and I have had the pleasure, as it was
my duty, to accompany those deputa-
tions to the different heads of the De-
partments and to put them in communi-
cation with the Ministers of Finance,
Customs and others, in order that they
might explan to the leaders of the
Government their views in reference
to this question of tlie tariff. I think
I an correct in stating t tat
the gentlemen composing these
deputations formed a conviction from
their intercourse with these heads of
Departments that on the wbole there
would be some slight change in the
tariff.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGIHT-Does the
hon. gentleman mean to say that I or
any other member of the Government
made that statement to bim or any
other person ?

Mr. WORKMAN-I say that those
gentlemen from their conversation
with you and others came to that
conclusion. The hon. gentleman never
directly stated so, but there is such a
thing as an inferential conclusion. If
the hon. gentleman stated directly and
distinctly to tbose deputations, as he
did on Friday last-and here 1 wish to
remark that be treated us courteously
and not discourteously as the news-
papers had it, that the policy of the
Government was fixed arid there was
no use in their coming bere, we would
have uiderstood our position and
saved trouble and expense to these
gentlemen and a good deal of
inconvenience to myself. I mention
this in order that t may be distinetly

-understood on that point.
When I had the honour of coming

forward as a candidate for Montreal
West I saw that the temper of the
people and the tone of the public
opinion ran strongly in favour of
protection. I had always been to a
moderate extent a Protection it myself.
but I confess that the prevailing
sentiment was beyond the ideas I had
previously formed on that question.
I stated then, and I repeat il here,
that if I had the honour to re-
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present Montreal West on the floor
of this IIouse, I should advise and im-
press upon the Government by every
ineans in my power to adopt a systemn
of duties that would place us in a posi-
tion to enable the struggling industries
of this country to compete on fair
grounds with those of theUnited States.
Nay, Sir, I went even further, and I
stated that my convictions of what
would be proper were, what I should
tern, a reciprocity of duty. By that I
meant the imposition of duties on all
goods coming into Canada froi the
United States equal to the same rate of
duties that that country charged upon
similar goods coming from Canada.
That was what I stated, and I say now
that I am prepared to advocate that
doctrine. For the last ten or fifteen
years I think we have been what I
mnight terrm cringing to the United
States. It is time that we should try
to adopt a policy of our own and free
ourselves fron that thraldom. There-
fore, I think one of the most important
steps in that direction would be the one
I indicated at Montreal, and which I
repeat here to-day. I remember well
what Canada was 45 years ago, when
I was a lad and went first to business.
It was then pre-eminently a free-trade
country, and I would like to tell some
of the hon. gentlemen who favour that
policy now, what Canada was at that
time. There was a duty of 21 per
cent. on goods coming from Great
Britain, and specific and ad valorem
duties on goods from foreign countries,
but nearly all our imports were direct
fiom the Mother Country. At that
time trade was very sma;l indeed, and
our shipping was still smaller.

Our duties were so light that we
were frequently flooded with the over-
stocks of Manchester, Leeds and
Glasgow. Although the number of
merchants was very limited very few
of them were able to survive this com-
petition from England. Goods being
admitted at 211 per cent., and that
duty being only indifferently levied
they were sold for what they would
bring. The consequence was large and
numerous bankruptcies. I remember
well the condition of affairs from 1827
to 1837 under a free-trade policy, and
in order that my free-trade friends
around me may know a little about the
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condition of things then, I will quote a
few prices of leading staples of the-
farming community of that day, and
now. I refer principally to articles that
the farmer produces and which are
consumed in and around his own resi-
dence and in the towns near where he
lives. From 1828 to 1830, the price of
beef at Montreal was 2 to 3 cents per
pound. I bought very good beef myself
for three half pence a pound. To-day
the same article sells at 12 to 18 cents,
so that the farmer gets under a 17½
per cent. tariff nearly five times as
much as he got then. Mutton was
20 to 25 cents a quarter. Two years
ago it sold in Montreal at 75 cents.
Butter was 8 to 10 cents a pound ; it
now sells at 22 to 30 cents. Eggs were
then 6 to 7 cents a dozen; they now
bring 15 to 20 cents. Oats sold at 16
to 18 cents a bushel. One of my first
speculations was a large purchase
at 10 pence per bushel, on which
I lost money. To-day oats sell at
40 to 50 cents. Firewood was then $1.75
per cord, to-day it is $7 to $8. The price
for sawing wood was 9 pence to 10
pence currency, that is 16 cents; to-
day it is 50 cents. The wages of a
very good servant girl was $1.50 per
month ; now good servants command
readily $7 to $10. White pine, 80 feet
average, sold at 5 cents; to-day it
brings up to 25 cents. Rock elm
brought 9 cents.; to-day it brings 30
to 35 cents. What is it that has pro-
duced this great change in these staple
articles, the produce of the fara and
forest ? I do not mean to say it is
entirely to be attributed to our manu-
facturing establishments, but I say they
have largely contributed to it. We
have established a home market, and
the farmer can find at his own door
ready sale for his articles, at highly
remunerative prices. At that time an
axe cost the lumberman $2.50 and he
got a very inferior article. There was
only one small axe manufactory
in the country at that time; to-day
the same article can be bought for 75
to 80 cents. The lumberman is now
getting his axes for one-third the price
he then paid, and receives four tinQes
as mach for the products he sells. The
same will apply to nearly all the arti-
cles farmers and lumbermen use to-day.
AIl the agricultural implements, spades,
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augers, scythes, &c., were made
in England and brought to Canada.
They were of the worst possible
quality and entirely unsuited to our
wants, since then, during the last 25
years, small factories have . been
established and our industries have
grown largely. They are now ]r-
ducing these same articles of a very
superior quality-quite equal to those
manufactured in the United States-
and selling them to the farmers
at the same price, and in many
instances at less than they paid for
the inferior productions of Great
Britain. That state of things has been
brought about by incidental protection,
but to-day our manufacturers are not
prospering for reasons L have already
stated in this House. Until two years
ago they were prosperous, but since
then we have had to meet competition
from the neighbouring States, which
has pr'oved disastrous to a great num-
ber of them. If that competition were
conducted on fair terms we would not
object to it. If we in Canada were
allowed the same access to their mai-
kets that they have to ours we would
not complain. When our markets are
full to repletion, when our factories are
working at three-quarter time and are
just in a position to make two ends
meet, if $10,000 worth of goods from
the United States were thrown on our
markets,even th at snall quantity would
produce disastrous results, and to my
own positive experience it has done so.

Lower Canada is pre-eminently fitted
for a manufacturing as well as an agri-
cultural country. We have a very
thrifty and economical population, but
the policy of this country hitherto has
had a tendency to drive them out of
the country. They have gone to the
neighbouring Republic, so that to-day,
if I have been correctly informed, there
are 500,000 French-Canadians in the
factories of New England alone. Why
is it that these people leave us? There
must be " something rotten in the State
of Denmark."

I hope the Government will take this
matter into consideration. I did hope
they would have done so at this Session
of Parliament, and that they wGuld have
submitted to us a tariff that would at
in Some degree have met the well-un-
derstood wishes of the large manufac-

turing centres. I am almost afraid to
express the amount of indignation and
regret that pervades Montreal- under
the excitement caused by the Finance
Minister's statement. My letters and
telegrams are of the most stinging
nature. Occupying the place I do here
it is only right to the House that my
constituents should understand the
position I took on this question last
Friday. I confess my deep mortifica-
tion at the result of all the deputations
that came here at my desire and on my
prognostications. Feeling that I was
bound to sustain here the doctrine I
advocated at Montreal, when the hon.
member for Cumberland was about to
reply to the Minister of Finance, I
walked across the floor of this House
and asked him a question, telling him
what my answer would be on the mat-
ter. That question was, whether he
was prepared with a resolution to
offer the House in opposition to the
policy laid down by the Finance Min-
ister.

The hon. gentlemen told me----I am
not sure whether he said I was, or we
were not prepared with a resolution at
present; and that if he decided to sub-
mit such a resolution he would let
me know. 11e has not done so. There-
fore, I conclude that he is not so pre-
pared. I drew that conclusion bccause
I had no communication from the bon.
gentleman in this relation. On the
contrary, instead of acting in such a
manner as to have pleased me, grap-
pling with the question in a straight-
forward and manly way, he entertained
this House for a considerable time in
quoting from my speeches in Montreal.
I really was delighted to find that any
of my utterances had attracted the
attention of such a distinguished gentle-
man, who had actually gone to the
trouble to keep in a scrap-book with
these extracts from my stump orations,
delivered at unguarded moments very
often, and send them to the country as
sentiments worthy of repetition.
If the hon. géntleman publishes a
second edition of that work I beg him
to send me a copy, and if he would be
kind enough to enclose a few locks of
his hair I would be delighted.

I would have been gratified to a
greater degree if the hon. gentleman
had stated clearly and distinctly his

Thte Budget. 317



318 The

views on protection, because that is the
most pertinent question before us, to
my mind. I li-stene t with a great deal
of attention, but, I eonfess, to deop
disappointment, whea I heard the hon.
gentleman say that he was i<ither a
Fr.ee-rader nor a Protetionist ; and
that he was in favour of the grand sys-
tem known as the National Policy, one
of its items being, I believe, the imposi-
tion of'a tax of fifty ceits per tmn on
coal.

I did expect that mv hon. friend
from Hamlton )would have drawa up
a re-olution ofa sufLiciently simple and
striking nature to have secured a clear
expresioni from this Iloise on this
question of protec(tion ; and in orde
that no misunderstaniing may exist,
and that I may place myselfright with
mny constituents and this coluitry, I
propoise to move an amendiment to the
amendment. I desire to know whether
the majority opposes a protective
policy or not, ant if so, we vill then
be prepared to educate public opinion
to such a point as to secure the return
at the next election of a majority sus-
taining our views.

An Hon. Gentlenan---Never !
Mr. WORKMAN----If we cannot do

so then it -will be useless further to
discuss the question.

I move in amendment, seconded by
the hon. member for Montreal Centre,
that all the words after that be struck
out, and that it be Resolved, That this
House deeply regrets to learn from the
speech of the Hon. Mnister of Finance
on Friday last, that the Government
bas not proposed to this Ilouse a policy
of protection to our various and im-
portant manufacturing industries ; and
that the large amount of capital now
invested in bhese industries, and their
present depressed condition, render
such a policy necessary to restore them
to a condition cf pirosperity.

I submit this amendment with a
great deal of deference. Before I sit
down I would like to allude to another
matter which perhaps has been one of
the causes that bas produced the exist-
ing distress, in the mercantile commun-
ity at least-the amount of money de-
posited in different banks throughout
the Dominion-banks which were not
at the time fitted to become eustodiars

Mr. WORKMAN.

cif public money", or restore it whenl so
called upon. Receiving large sums
in de1 pt it was necessary fbr them to
find cu tomers for it; and to my cer-
tain knowledge, in two instance-
banks were so anxious to distribute this

ove:nment mn ey-t was loaned to
firms which soon beame bankrupt.
In one case $179.000 were loaned to
one establishment; it should never
have received more tian $30,00 or
$40,000. In the other instance, a stiiH
weaker bouse, comnposed of very active
and enterprising young imn, whose
cash capital did not excee I $10,000,
obtained $212,000 under discount ; and
I believe that at the date of their sus-
penisiol the sum under discount
amounted to $197,000. The character
of that paper beinîg largely accommno-
dation and partly forged was the most
discouraging feature of the tfair.

If to these banks had not beei con-
tided sueh large sums they would bave
been more careful as to its distribution
and would have paid more attention in
the selection of their customers ; fewer
men would have engaged in busines
and there would have beern less coi-
petition ; firms doing business in a
legitimate way would not have been
obliged to submit to undue-nay, to
ruinous competition ; for if the houses
to which I have referred had obtaiied
the sum to whieh they were alone
entitled - ten thousand dollars-they
would not have been able to sacrifice
goods in Western Canada, as they did
to the great detriment of bouses trans-
acting their business in a proper man-
ner. I mention this in order that the
Government whenever it bas a sur-
plus may take better care of it, dis-
continuing the policy followed in this
regard during the last eighteen months.

The Finance Minister will be greatly
deceived in his calculations concerning
the receipts of Customs duties during
the next six months. I consider that
they will be less by 25 or 30 per cent.,
because I w-ll know what a degree of
depression exists throughout every
branch of trade. Had the bon. gen-
tleman asked for the imposition of an
additional 2½- per cent. on the tarift,-it
would have given a wonderful stimulus
to the commerce of the country ;
and in lieu of being a burden, as bas-
been pretended disastrous to the lum-
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bermen and f.'imers, i am prepared to
prove that this would have been a
decided advantage to the trade of the
Dominion ; and that the lumberiman,
the farmer and the mechanic would
have in consequence occupied a won-
derfuilly improved position. The pre-
sent prostration will continue for some
time longer. I know that our country
is full ofvitalitv and energy, and that it
will recover its prosperity; but if the
Government are not prepared to ex-
tend a helping hand to our industries,
then I am prepared to support any
resolution coming froni bon. gentlemen
on the other side of the House which
will place this question fairly and
squarely before the House.

Mr. SPEAKER-An amendment to
the amendment to a motion for the
bouse to go into Committee of Supply
is fnot in order.

Mr. WORKMAN-Then I shall take
the first possible opportunity of sub-
mitting such a motion to obtain a square
vote on the ouestion at. issue.

Mr. DEVLIN-A few minutes ago I
was requested to second the resolution
proposed by the hon. member for
Montreal West, and observing that it
called in question the financial policy
of the Government, I stated at once
my willingness to second any resolu-
tion which would give expression to
our disapprobation of that policy. I
now find it ruled out oforder; but never-
theless, representing as I do the lead-
ing manufacturing constituency of the
Dominion, and being in full accord
with the opinion entertained by my
constituents as to the necessity of
adopting a truly national policy, 1 feel
it to be my duty to say, that I am in
complete harmony with the gentlemen
who have recommended a policy of
protection for our manufacturing in-
dustries.

I have been a member of what is
known as the Reform party for over
twenty years, and I think i have always
been amongst the number who have
striven to give effect to its prin-
ciples. I looked upon its acces-
sion to office with pride and plea-
sure, and I expected that when the
opportunity offered its leaders would
govern this country with wisdom,
impartiality and justice. I placed

faith in them ; and at this hour it is
with deep regret that I feel myself
compelled to declare that I utterly dis-
sent from the policy propounded
by the Finance Minister for
himsclf and bis colleagues, and in
accordance with the sentiments
of my constituents and my own (onvict-
tions I am now perfeetly willing to
assist in the passage of any resolution
-honestly put befbre the House-
which will reverse that policy.

I occupy an embarrassing position
from another cause ; desirous of pro-
cuing protection for our industries,
and diseovering that the Goverinment
does not contemplate granting any
further protection than lias been ex-
tended since their accession to office, I
naturally look to the Opposition belier-
ing that they vill gladly avail them-
selves of so favourable an occasion for
striking a direct blow at tbeir oppo-
nents, an opportunity for which tliey
have anxiously waited for a long period.
I regret however to be obliged to state
after the speech of my hon. friend for
Cumberland who, when be spoke, I
supposed would have in his manly,
eloquent style, advocated protection
as we understand it.

I had expected such a result from his
speech, but when the bon. gentleman
closed by stating that he was neither a
Free-Trader nor a Protectionist, I felt
that our protection friends look in vain
to the members of the Opposition for.
the assistance they require. I therefore
find that we who support the nanu-
facturing interests of this Dominion
cannot look for assistance from the Op-
position, nor can we look for it froin
the Mintsterial benches; therefore we
occupy a most unfortunate position in
the House at the present moment. But
the Riight Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion bas not spoken yet, and I wait
with some degree of anxiety for that
bon. gentleman's speech upon this im-
portant question. It has been stated
that the hon. gentleman informed a de-
putation that his platform was a Pro-
tection platform; if that be true I
await with anxiety his endorsation in
this House of that statement; and I say
now if he is prepared to put himself
forward as the advocate of the manu-
facturing interests of this Dominion,
he will find the members for Montreal
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prepared to follow his lead in that par-
ticular matter. The question under
the consideration of this House is one
ofvast importance to the country, but
I regret to say the opinions of an over-
whelmning majority of this House is
-against those who advocate the impo-
sitson of higher duties than those whieh
ve have at present. I can understand

the enbarrassing position in which
the Government find themselves in
this matter. The hon. gentlemen fron
the Maritime Provinces,it has been said,
have called upon the Finance Minister
and the Leader of the Government
and intimated to thei that if any
change was made iii the tariff they
might rely upon opposition from these
Provinces. I hope this is not true, for
if it were it would prove that Confeder-
ation could not after all produce the
happy results we were lead to anticipate
would flow fron it. It would be a
most painful position for Ontario
Quebec, and the Western Provinces
to be placed in by any attempt of
this kind. to force legislation on
the Government of the country by
the threat " if ycu don't give us ail

we want, we are prepared, regard-
" less of all consequences, to record our
" votes against you, and drive you
" from the Treasury Benches." In
Montreal and other manufacturing
centres the strongest possible hopes
were entertained that the tariff would
be increased. I believe the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal West i8 to-day
responsible, and is held responsible to
some extent in Montreal for the loss
which the merchants of that city have
sustained by reason of the course pur-
*sued by the Government at the present
moment. The hon. gentleman has on
the occasion of publie meetings in
Montreal held out certain inducements
to the persons who were then
assembled, which led them to believe
that some change in the tariff
would be made ; that change has
not been made, and the hon. gentle-
man no doubt finds himself in a very
embarrassing position. If he had it in
his power no doubt lie would make
such a change as would satisfy his
friends in Montreal West. Protectioa
has not been afforded to the manufac-
turers of the Dominion, and all they
can do is to record their protest against

Mr. DEVLIN.

the policy of the Government. If the
population of this country is to be in-
creased tbe manufacturers must be
afforded greater protection. No more
powerftil argument in favor of such a
policy can be adduced than the fact
that while we in the Dominion who
are paying out large sums of money
annually to encourage immigration to
our shores, our own people, skilled in
the language and industries of the
country and accustoned to its climate,
are leaving for the United States
where they cau find employment,
while the ships are bringing hundreds
upon hundreds of strangers into the
Dominion at the same time. There
must be something radieally wrong,
and there is something radically wrong
in the Governient of the country when
such a state of affairs eau exist. Look
at our position t;-day; look inb the
great metropolitan city of the Do-
minion and see the condition of lier
artizans, labourers and others who
have now many of them to depend
upon the soup kitchens and the
charity of the citizens of Montreal
to save them from starvation. Sin
ilar distress exists in other cities of the
Dominion and what is the cause? Surely
there must be something wrong in the
Government when, with all our national
advantages and the wonderful products
of our soil, thousands of workingmen
arc in a state of destitution. It is
all very well for hon. gentlemen to
entertain free-trade opinions and give
expression to them in this House, but
they will have very little weight with
men who have wives and children who
are starving, and are told to wait and
suffer a little more until the policy of
the Finance Minister had been more
fully developed. Free-Traders say pro-
tection is ail very well for Montreal,
Toronto and Hamilton; it may be very
convenient for those who live in the
cities in Canada; protection may be an
argument for them, we sympathise
with them; but if we become Pro-
tectionists what becomes of the agri-
cultural classes.- Everyone knows that
it is to protection England owes her
commercial prosperity and present
commer-cial greatness. Hon. gentleien
have said the protection argument may
meet very well the views of Montreal,
but rub out Montreal from the maps,
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follow it up by extinguishing Toronto
and the other cities and then what
becomes of the great Dominion? I take
it for granted there is not a man resid-
ing in Canada and not an hon. gentle-
man in this House who is not proud of
Montreal. I take it there is not a man
in Montreal who is not proud of Toronto,
and of every other city in the Domin-
ion, and I say if you abolish the
industries that give vitality to
these cities you strike a blow
at the life of the Dominion itself
My hon. friend, the member for Nor-
folk, made a very able speech ; but
when he rose to address the House I
had something of the same feeling as
when the hon. member from Cumber-
land rose. I thought the hon. member
for Norfolk was a strong Protectionist.
After ho had logically shown that pro-
tection was needed in this country, and
that the ianufacturing interests were
not sufficiently encouraged, suddenly a
change came over him and he reversed
the picture. ln doing so he reminded
me of that eminent Scotch advocate,
who being engaged to prosecute in a
certain trial, in a fit of absent-minded-
ness, delivered an eloquent speech for
his opponents side. When, however,
his client intimated that he was speak-
ing on the wrong side, ho turned
the tables by saying, " That is ex-
" actly what my opponents will say ;"
and thon demolished the argument
he had previously made. The speech
of the hon. member reminds me of that
circumstance. After addressing the
louse in favour of protection, ho con-

cluded by proclaiming himself a Free-
Trader. But what is the most remark-
able is, that three days ago the hon.
gentleman declared that an increase of
2½ per cent. was necessary. To-day he
expresses himself perfectly satisfied
with the soundness of the Finance
Minister's policy. In the course of his
speech the hon. gentleman said if we
adopted a retaliatory policy against
the United States we would offend that
nation; that their industries are de-
pressed, but that the days of prosperity
are not far distant; and that they
will recuperate in a very short
time. That may be all true, but do we
live in fear of the United States in this
country ? Has our legislation to be
shaped in accordance with the will of its

24

people ? I apprehend not. There is not
a man in this country who would con-
sent to occupy a pobition of that kind.
Considerations of that kind should not
for one moment enter into our adoption
of a policy. If our policy is just and
can be recommended we ought to
legislate accordingly, irrespective of
what other countries may think or do,

The manufactures of this Dominion,
I contend, are entitled to greater pro-
tection than is accorded them now.
They asked to be placed on an equal
footing with the United States, which
was a fair request. That country
numbers forty-four millions; we are
but four millions, and if we are to com-
pete with them, there is no reason why
it should be under other than equal
conditions. When they close their
markets against us we should retaliate
by closing our markets against them.

My hon. colleague from West Mon-
treal has given his experience of
free-trade forty - five years ago ;
unfortunately my memory does not
extend so far back, and I am unable to
follow him on that point. Before I
close I deem it my duty to avail
myself of this opportunity to say
that I am in a position to state that so
far as the City of Montreal may be
worthy of the consideration of this
House, her citizens are very deecply
grieved at the policy of the Govern-
ment. That city showed great confi-
dence in the present Administration by
returning three supporters, and I
think that a city of its magni-
tude and population was entitled to
a larger share of consideration
than the Government have afforded
it. I hope that the hon. member for
Kingston will take this opportunity to
catch the members for Montreal East,
West and Centre. If ho does not the
hon. gentleman will throw his net out
for a long time before he will secure so
good a haul. On the other hand, if
the right hon. gentleman believes in
the wisdom of the policy announced,
if he believes that no other course could
be adopted under the circumstances ;
if ho believes that greater protection
is impossible under existing conditions,
it is his duty to rise now, and give the
country the benefit ofhis views thereon.

It being Six o'clock the House t>ok
recess,
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AFTER RECEsS.

Mr. IDEVLIN resnmed bis ,peech.
IHe said-When the hour for recess
arrived I was endeavouring to persuade
the hon. gentleman who leads the Op-
position to favour us with his opinions
upon the important question now under
consideration, and I am not disposed
to leave that branch of the subject
without putting it still more foicibly if
I can. I believe tlie country expects
to hear his views on this matter. I
have in my possession a communication
from gentlemen exercising a very large
influence in Montreal and outside of it,
who seemingly look to the Opposition
for protectioný, and I would be wanting
in mv duty If I did not call upon the
right hon. menmber for Kingston to
speak out plh*iiy mi tis id-juet. The
hon. mIembe' "1 (tannd has
spoken at length arid with great elo-
quence; and certainl hle :issailed the
Government v ery strongIy on this
particular question, but he concluded
his speech by saying he was neither
one thing nor the other. Therefore,
so far as lie is concerned I can extract
no comfort from his remarks for my
constituents, and I turn to the right
hon. member for Kingston.

There is another gentleman, whose
naie is a household word throughout
the Dominion, who applies himself to
legislation in a way that shows he
takes a deep interest in every matter
that concerns the country's welfare
-- I refer to the gentleman who is re-
cognized as the leader, the worthy
Leader of the Left Centre.

Hon. Mr. MITCHIELL-What have
you got to say about him ?

Mr. DEVLIN- say that if he de-
sires to occupy that position in the
Councils of the country to which bis
eminent talents entitle him, now is the
time (if the right hon. member for
Kingston refuses to speak on this sub-
ject, or to avail himseif of the strength
with which he can surround himself,)
for him to enunciate his opinions on
the policy of the Government. If all
the gentlemen of the Opposition keep
silent the country will come to the
conclusion that they are better off
after all with a Government that in-
creased the tariff froin 15 to 17½ per
cent.

Mr. DEV LIN.

I believe the right hon. member
for Kingston when called upon by a
deputation from Montreal received
them very kindly (as he always does
those who call upon him) and express-
ed bis sympathy with them. If I am
rightly informed he intimated his
readiness to render themn all the assis-
tance in bis power. I wish to know to
what extent he is willing to go in aid-
ing the manufacturing industries
of the Dominion at the present time.
I declare most seriously if the
Opposition wiIl throw themselves into,
the cause, if they will raise the banner
of protection and allow us to enroll
ourselves under their standard, if there
is no humbug in it; although I have
been with the Reform party all my

.ifetime I will give them all the
:ssistance and su t in my power.

Ion. Mr. MITCHELL--How long ?
Mr. DEVLIN-As long as they con-

tinue to protect the interests of the peo-
ple of this Dominion. As long as the
public believe it is for the good of the
country to have such a policy, so long
wil;I give my warm and cordial support
to the Administration that pursues it;
because I contend in a question of this
kind we must throw aside party lines.
When we know that starvation is
staring thousands of our people in the
face, and that the destitution is attri
buted to a certain cause, the men who
are willing to provide a remedy for
the evil should receive the support of
every lover of his country. If the
Opposition are not prepared to submit
a policy, in the name of common justice
let them not add fuel to the flame and
increase the excitement that already
exists, by pretending they would do so
if they held the reins of power. I want
the leaders of the Opposition to speak
out. I feel that I ought not to close with-
out referring to the efforts made by the
bon. member for Bothwell to discover
the cause of the depression. Every
hon.member knows that the hon. gentle-
man has always taken a deep interest
in the legislation of the country. But
I must be permitted to say that it looks
to me like an attempt to enquire into
a matter to learn that which is mani-
fest to the meanest intellect in .the
country.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
Hear! hear!
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Mr. DEVLIN-I am bound to say
that if the appointment of this Com-
mittee, or its object was simply to
divert attention from the real cause of
ldistress, it should fail ; and if it be to
divert attention from the Government's
financial policy, it must fail.

I listened to the speech of the Finance
Minister with admiration ; it was most
;able and eloquent, but I am convinced
that his arguments utterly failed
to satisfy the interests I represent.
I believe that it is still within the
power of the Government to give relief
to our manufacturing industries, and I
most sincerly hope that the Finance
Minister will even yet see his way to
granting the legitimate protection to
which they are entitled, also that the
Hon. Leader of the Government will
.change their financial policy in this
relation. I have heard it said, that the
Finance Minister informed a deputation
that no change would be made; but I
trust that the contrary will be done. I
-derived deep gratification from the
speech of the hon. member for
Hamilton and the other hon. gentle-
man who supported his views. I am
obliged to tell the Government that if
they ersist in the policy enunciated by
the inance Minister they can no
longer rely-as I am at present
advised-upon the support of the
members for Montreal. I cannot support
any party, or any Government that
refuses, as I undestand it, todealjustly
with the interests I have the honour
to represent. I simply ask the Admin-
istration to remember that we have to
compete with forty-four millions, and
that all we demand is to be put in a
condition to compete with them fairly.
If you want free-trade, give us absolute
free-trade; give no advantage to the
United States; do not enable them to
close their doors against us and leave
our doors wide open to them to do with
Our country as they please. I will not
abuse the patience of the House by
discussing the "slaughter " market-
question. This is stated outside.
It has been discussed at great length,
and if our manufacturing industries
are left to perish for want of legisla-
tive protection, all I will further say
is, the Opposition will take all the
advantage of it, and the Government

24à

will have all the disadvantage accruing
from such a course.

Mr. JONES (Halifax)-I wish to
say a few words in reply to the hon.
gentlemen from Hamilton and Mont-
real West. The former, while intro-
ducing his resolution, with all the in-
genuity of a practiced debater, and all
the skill of a special pleader, made cer-
tain statemens which, from his point
of view, bear upon the subject; but be-
fore resuming his seat, to my mind
the bon. gentleman destroyed the en-
tire force of his argument when he ad-
mitted that in England, at present,
under a free-trade system, goods were
manufactured more cheaply than in the
United States, with protection. I take
this to indicate that although discuss-
ing the question from one point of
view, the hon. gentleman is in reality
at one with us on the main question.

Mr. IRVING-I beg the hon. gen-
tleman's pardon; I simply cited it as
part of the argument advanced against
me.

Mr. JONES-I beg the hon. gentle-
man's pardon ; I think le put it the
other way.

The hon. member for Montreal West
argued from a different standpoint ;
and he was good enough to give statis-
tics of forty-five years ago to prove
under what circumstances the country
was placed at the time. The hon.
gentleman is, however, the best illus-
tration of the advantages of free-trade
during the last forty years, for I am
told, and I am glad to know it, that he
has amassed a colossal fortune, as well
as other merchants who buy in the
cheapest and sell in the dearest mar-
ket. The hon. gentleman wants
to go back on this record and in-
troduce an injurious system. He
quoted the prices of certain articles ;
but I do not think that he expects the
House to receive this as evidence of
the advantages of protection, for such
prices are regulated by supply and
demand ; and no one is botter aware
than himself that to reverse the policy
under which this country has so
happily advanced during the last
forty-five years, would be suicidal in
the extreme.

I listeed with the deepest leasure
to the speech delivered by t e Hon.
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iMiniter of Finance; and T am sure
that overy person who had the inter-
ests of the Dominion at heart, throw-
ing aside sectional considerations,
must have rejoiced, as I am
confident the country will rejoice, on
account of the able, patriotic and
statesinan-like policy enunciated by
the Government on this occasion. The
hon. member for Montreal Centre talks
about threats having been used by the
representatives of the Maritime Provin-
ces, but surely if they felt that an in-
crease of duties would be prejudicial
to their interests, they had a right to
exercise any influence they possessed
with the Administration. The hon.
gentleman himself has, moreover,
threatened the Government, and I
think the remarks he has made under
the circumstances scarcely came from
him with good grace.

I believe that the country is satis-
fied, and that deep disappointment
would have been felt had the tariff been
raised. I hold that to do otherwise
would be a violation of good faith.
What was the understanding when the
IPacifie Railway policy was announced
by the late Government, and when sub-
sequently introduced to this Hlouse by
the present Government ? It was based
upon the assumption that the taxation
and burthens of the people were not
to be increased in any respect for the
construction of this work. If the Gov-
vernment have not the noney to carry
on other public works, let them take
it off the Pacifie Railway until time
and the resources of the country would
allow them to proceed with it. The
Government have very wisely curtailed
the estimates for the current year,
without unduly reducing the expend-
iture on public works, by about two
and a half millions of dollars. I believe
the country will approve of that reduc-
tion; I believe the country would
rather all these works should - be
carried on on a smaller scale until
the revenue came up to its former
standard. Reference has been made
during this discussion to the United
States, England and other countries,
and to the progress that they have
inade under different systems. Nobody
will deny that the prosperity of the
United States previous to the war was
brought about entirely under a mere

Mr. JONES.

revenue tariff. They were peculiarly-
situated at that time, and they grad-
ually developed a protective policy.
Everybody knows that there never has
been such a blow ut the prosperity of
the country as that protective policy.
The destitution of Montreal is referred
to; but look at New-York, Boston and
other great cities of the Republie,
where thousands of workinigmen are
clamouring for employment; mechanics
that used to have $4 a day are
now glad to get laborers' work at a
dollar a day. That is under a protec-
tive policy. I hold in my hand an
article from the columns of the New
York World, showing what protection
has donc for the ship-building in the-
United States. It says:--" Forty-four-
" years ago our tonnage was seven
"l times that of foreign nations; now
" of all the ships entering our ports
" we have a tonnage of less than
" 4,000,000, foreign countries having
"more than 6,000,000. Low tariffs
"and great commerce, high tariffs
"and little commerce go hand in
"hand." * * * * Of the com-
"merce of Christendom we had 13
"per cent. in 1860, before protection,
"and only 9 j per cent. in 1870, after

nine years of the blessings of that
"system." In this period the world's
commerce nearly doubled, and under
the general augmentation, Great
Britain, France, Germany, Austria and
other great powers kept about equal
pace, while the United States compara-
tively lagged far behind. Had that
country done as well as England or
France, their commerce in 1870 would
have aggregated some fifteen hundred
millions of money instead of. less than-
nine hundred millions; and this was the
price of their protection. Who do the
Protectionists of Canada wish to protect
themselves against ? It is a fair argu-
ment held by these gentlemen that they
desire to be protected against the
United States. I don't dispute that; but
who else do they want to protect them-
selves againt, but against Great Britain,
of which we form a part? Some of
these gentlemen talk much of their
loyalty to the British Empire ; but they
cone to this House and ask us to put
on a protective tariff against the very
country that bears the expense
of protecting us with her army-
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:and Z navy at home and abroad
'The hon. member for Montreal Centrc
seems to think that Montreal is the
whole Dominion. It is a beautiful city
.and a great commercial centre, but I say
with all due respect it is not the whole
Dominion. If Montreal, Toronto, St.
John, and Halifax with them, were all
blotted off the map of the country, the
Dominion would not be ruined. They
produce nothing themselves ; they
only distribute the natural products of
the country, and the country could do
a great deal better without the cities
than the cities could do without
the country. Then the hon. member
introduced an argument I was very
sorry to hear used on the floor of this
House. He pointed to the position of
the poor working men who would not
wait until the Government came to their
.assistance. It is an argument I hope
never to hear used in this House again ;
for the moment a Government are
asked to take charge of and feed the
poor, you strike a blow at their self-
respect and independence that is fatal
to our existence as a people. There is
no doubt that a great many of the
industries of the country are in a
4epressed state at present, but it is very
easy to know the cause. We know
that during the existence of the Reci-
procity Treaty the Provinces that now
compose the Dominion exported largely
to the United States at high prices.
After the Union of the Provinces
a great deal of money was expended on
large public works, whieh gave an
unnatural impetus to trade for a time ;
then came a period of depression that
everyone knows visits every country
with the regularity of the rise and
fall ofthe tide every ten or fifteen years.
If it were not so, if there was no such
risk, every one would rush into busi
ness and get rich like my hon. friend
from Montreal under the free-trade
system. Trade is depressed, but the
evil will cure itself in time, and I have
such faith in the recuperative powers
of the country that I have no doubt in
another year the Finance Minister will
have anple means to carry on the pub-
lic works to the advantage of the
-country without increased taxation. The
coal trade and lumber interest of Nova
Scotia are in a depressed condition;
ibut what is the cause ? Three years

. ago, when Canada was represented at
Washington by the right hon. member
for Kingston, we had an offer from the
Americans to admit our coal and lum-

.ber into their market free, and the right
hon. gentleman refused it at that time.
There never was such a blow struek at
the interests of this country as when the
right hon. gentleman bartered away the
only thing which the Americans want-
ed-our fisheries, the only thing we had
to give theni as a quidpro quo for what
we wanted-their market--and thus
sacrificed the lumber and coal in-
Lerests. The American markets are
the only markets we have for our
coal. It is all very well for hon.
gentlemen to talk of Ontario, but
we are geographically debarred fron
taking advantage of the markets of that
Province, and the righ t hon. member
for Iingston and the hon. member for
Cumbe, land are more responsible to-
day for tlie depression of the ceal trade
than any other cause.

We have heard a great deal about
slaughte:ing goods in this market. I
hardly krnow what the term means, but
I infer that its meaning is that the
Americans have been sending goods
into Canada and selling them below
their value. It is unnecessary to go
into statisties on this point. Figures
have been produced and answered by
the Hon. Finance Minister himself, and
his reply has not been controverted.
The ad valorem duties, which would
form the entire bulk of the goods to
which reference has been made, have
been shown by the hon. gentleman to
have decreased $18,000,000 in amount
during last year, and that should con-
vince the bouse that the whole outcry
against increased imports was a mere
fallacy, got up in the interests of the
manufacturers, to bring pressure upon
Parliament. In a discussion on this
subject in the Chamber of Commerce
of Halifax, the other day, a different
view was taken. I do not mean to say
that it is my view, but I give it in the
same relation as the hon. member for
Montreal West treated the question.
It was held at that meeting that the
only protection Halifax wanted was
against Canada-that traders dealing
in Montreal were subject to the same
tricks as manufacturers across the
lines are said to practice.
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I doubt very much whether manu-
facturers are in the sad condition de-
picted by the hon. member for Mont-
real Centre. That hon. gentleman
stated they had been compelled to re-
duce their staff to one-third, and could
only pay working expenses. It is no
great indication of hard times when
they can pay working expenses while
running with one-third theirusual staff.
If they now make expenses, what
noney they must have accumulated

when running full time ! There have
been fewer failures of manufacturers in
Montreal and elsewhere than of any
other branch of trade. During the last
three or four years men engaged in
the commerce of the country have
scarce been able to make both ends
meet.

We have been told that protection
maust be upheld and that good times
will result. If there is any soundness at
all in this argument. if it is to be of any
value to the manufacturers, it must
have one result, that is to shut out the
ad valorem goods from other countries,
and to that extent it will decrease the
revenue. What will we then do for
revenue? We will be compelled to
place a duty on other articles which
are heavily enough taxed at the present
time. Suppose shipping to be one of
those articles. Last year in this House,
when certain expenditures were going
on for lighthouses, &c., the poliey was
pursued that the interest receiving the
benefit should to a moderate extent
contribute to the revenue. I advocated
that plan at the time and do so now, as
I think it perfectly fkir. But what
view did the hon. member for Cumber-
land take ? He made a great outcry
against it, and he now comes here and
bas not the manliness to state whether
he is a Free-Trader or Protectionist. To
use a common expression, he is trying
to " hedge." When the time comnes,
he will be able to sav " I did not
"announce myself as a Protectionist ;
"you cannot say that. I neither
"said I was a Protectionist nor a Free
"Trader; you can take which you
<like." What would his policy lead
us to? Assuming that he is a Protec-
tionist, I have sbown that the revenue
will be decreased to the amnount of
,ad valorem goods that are going to be
excluded, and then he will have to

Mr. JoNES.

increase the duty on shipping, whicln
procedure he denounced so earnestly-
two or three years ago. I hold that a
man who builds a ship worth $50,000-
is as much a manufacturer as the man
who makes boots and shoes, furniture,
&c. I may be wrong, and I am open
to correction.

As is well known, we have at the
present time a heavy duty on petro-
leum, amounting almost to prohibition.
I am told that as soon as that
duty was passed, a ring was form-
ed out West so that no petroleum
could be bought except through
a certain agency or town. And that
is the protective system which the
hon. gentleman, with singular incon-
sistency, asks us to build up now.
About a year ago, the Government
brought down a fair- proposition to re-
construct the sugar duties. In the
Maritime Provinces we are largely in-
terested in the West India trade, and
I endeavoured to show last night that
every man engaged in commerce bas
an equal interest in these matters;
but when that proposition was made,
deputations of Protectionists, headed
by my hon. friend the representative
for Hamilton, came down and brought
such pressure upon the Government
that, although raw sugar paid 50 per
cent. and fine 40 per cent., it backed
down. That was an instance in
which the duty was a manifest in-
justice to a great interest, but still
these gentleman refused to allow a
proposition to equalize the raw material
with refined.

I saw it reported that on a recent
occasion the hon. and distinguished
mem ber for Cumberland visited iHalifax
and attended a meeting where he made
a speech, and took good care no one
should be present to answer his argu-
ments. le took the opportunity to
say that the sugar question was one on
which I had never dared to open my
mouth in the House.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--Allow me to-
correct my hon. friend. I said he had
not dared to open his mouth on the
question iii favor of protecting the sugar
refineries, because he had previously
denounced the tariff from an entirely
different stand point.

Mr. JONES-I am sorry I have not
the bon. member's speech with me, but
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I think he will not deny it when I bring
it before the Ilouse on another occasion.
I am prepared to disuss that matter
with the hon. gentleman, now, or at
any other time. What I said when the
question was before the House at the
time referred to, was, that the policy
which the Government pursued was
going to drive out the consumption of
the better qualities. I have been
a true prophet; that policy has driven
that class of sugar entirely out of con-
sumption, and we import nothing but
raw material at the present time. But
it has done worse than that. It has
made Boston and New York the capitals
of all West India trade; it has driven
from this country a large trade which
we formerly enjoyed,and which involved
some three or four millions dollars a
year.

I only refer to that because the hon.
gentlemen,when he comes down to Hali-
fax, indulges in some of those playful
observations which lie used when taken
to account for removing the railway
works from Halifax. He said it was
donc before lie entered the Govern-
ment ; but on reference to the facts it
was Ibuni they were removed ten
years atler he becane a Minister. I al-
Inde to that to show lie is not always
accurate in his recollections in that
respect any more than in others.

It is ve-y desirable that this ques-
tion should be looked at in all its as-
pects. I an willing to view it not
from a Nova Scotia, but from a Donin-
ion stand point. The manufacturers
are as a rie in the large cities, and
being where publie opinion through
the press is largely influenced, and
being also usually active men, they have
made the very most out of their posi-
tion. I believe in Montreal, Toronto and
Hamilton they have worked up a pres-
sure of public opinion until they have
really at last persuaded themselves
into the belief that the country is with
them. They never made a greater
mistake. They have been most active
in the debates in this House, and I
have listened to them feeling, as the
hon. member for Montreal Centre said,
that " it pleases them and does'nt hut-t

" That is the way the question has
been allowed to drift until now, and it
is only because J am reluctant to let it
be supposed that the Lower Provinces

share their opinions that I take
part in this debate. I believe the
country has reeived the policy of the
Finance Minister with intense satis-
faction. J believe it would have cre-
ated a great deal of unnecessary
uneasiness if the Government had
increased the taritf; and that more or
lesr.uneasiness had already in reality
arisen from the fact that it was
supposed, by those who looked super-
ficially at the question, )ecauqe we had
a slight deficiency there nust neces-
sarily be a large increase in the tariff.
Many merchants imported largely,
paid duties in advance, and now find
that they were niistaken. J would
much sooner they shoilbeî disap-
pointed than the injterests of the couin-
try should be disturbed. [ is e-ssential
that the Govern ment of tl (hw should
be in a position, whenever it is neces-
sary to go to E gland, fo show we have
merely a revenue tar1Jf I had in ny
hands the other day a resolut in passed
two years ago by the Chamber of Com:
merce of Manchester,protesti ng against
whattheycalled,at that time,the protec-
tive policy ofCanada against thei e a-n-
ufactures. It was natura! enouI[. These
people are called upon to contiribute
to the maintenance of an armv and
navy for our defence, to bear birdens
on our behalf, and to lend us mioney
when we require it. To let it go to
the world that the views expressed by
the advocates of protection are those
of our people would be a fatal rnitake.

The lion. member for Montreal
Centre seemed to think an undue
pressure had been brought to bear
upon the Government, by the re-
presentatives of the Mfaritime Pro-
vinces, to induce them to reach the
conclusions at which they had arrived.
I have too higli an opinion of the Gov-
ernment to think they require any such
instructions. I believe them to be
Free-Traders naturally. They have
always avowed it manfally. They
advanced the tariff 2½ per cent., and
reduced the duty on raw sugar ; to
that extent they may be regarded as
more favourable to protection than
these who preceded them; but it was
for revenue purposes,. Free trade has
always been the deliberate policy of
the party to which we are allied, and I
believe it is so still. If the Govern.
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ment hw been able to show me that it
was necessary in the interests of the
public credit and the public service
that a small increase of taxation should
be made for revenue purposes and not
for protection, I say for myself, and I
believe I can speak for the representa-
tives of the Maritime Provinces gener-
ally, we would be willing to vote what
was required. But that is a very
different thing from what has been
pressed upon the Government by depu-
tations from Montreal, Toronto and
Hamilton. We of the Lower Provinces
are not so near the seat of Government,
and that fact throws a great responsi-
bility upon us to speak plainly
whenever the question comes up
in Parliament. If we could not
carry our views, we would not, like
the hon. member for Montreal Centre,
cross the floor of the House and make
an unholy alliance with the hon. mem-
bers for Cumberland and Kingston. I
believe it is better to endure the ills
you have than fly to others you know
not of. The Government have con-
ducted the affairs of the country on
economical principles, and the prin-
ciples they advocated when in Opposi-
tion. When the hon. member for
Cumberland delivered his speech it was
evident he had prepared it to denounce
the Government for unnecessarily in-
creasing taxation. The hon. gentle-
man has one speech yet undelivered.
He had better keep it till next year,
and then if the tariff goes up ho can
use it.

Now that this question is before the
H1ouse, I hope we will have a decided
expression of opinion. In my own
Province the dissatisfaction would have
been intense if the Government had
adopted a different policy from that
which they have announced. Although
Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton do
not like it, still there are more con-
stitueicies in this Dominion which
have larger interests involved than
theirs, great as they are, and they will
sustain the policy of the Government.

Mr. THOMPSON (Welland)-I do
not rise to speak with regard to free
trade or protection. I only desire to
lay before the House some thoughts
and some knowledge which I
hope will have some effect in
educating the minds of members

Mr. JoNzS.

of this House on the subject. Author-
ities who existed two hundred years
ago have been quoted by some hon.
gentlemen, but at that time there was
no such thing in existence as a steam
engine. Since the construction of
railways and telegraphs, the power of
the human mind has been greatly
developed, and hon. gentlemen should
follow the steam engine. We find
that machinery can be made just as
cheap in one part of the world as
another, and worked as cheaply when
intelligence is put beside it. The
question arises, why cannot we manu-
facture as well and as cheaply in this
country as in others ? It must depend
upon the intelligence and enterprise of
the manufacturers. I want to know
if the hon gentlemen here are going to
support ignorance?

If our manufacturers were equally
educated and intelligent with those of
Great Britain and the United States,
they would need no protection. To say
the contrary is simply absurd, for we
can buy as cheaply as they,employment
is as cheap, our population could do as
much work, and, therefore, the want
is intellectuality. I have heard of a
Canadian gentleman who made $100,
000 in manufactures, and who placed
on his sign "IDomestic Industry and
Fair Trade "-some boys changed it to
" Free Traid," and ho remarked it was
not free-trade, it was fair trade-f-a-r-e
fair-and these are the people who
want protection. Such a system is
false, it makes money dear. My right
hon. friend from Kingston remembers
as well as I, Canada twenty, thirty, and
forty years ago. I never saw a hap-
pier people than the Canadians were
at that time.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Lot
us go back.

Mr. THOMPSON-Canada in the
aggregate is to-day richer, but not as
to individuals. Why cannot agricul-
turists be as intellectual and as happy,
and make as much money as other
classes of the population? and every-
thing that tends to shut cheap articles
tout is not only contrary to philosophy
but it also makes the people poor.
With free-trade, articles being cheaper,
families can save perhaps $100 a year,
and supposing there are 500,000
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families, this would make in a year
450,000,000, while with this miserable
revenue of $18,000,000, the country
loses the difference, besides the re-
productive advantage of this capital;
therefore, every single dollar placed on
imports cause a loss of three dollars.

This system is entirely a matter of
ýexpediency; little by little the theory
is adopted, and men's minds are filled
with the stereotyped notions of Eng-
land a hundred years ago, and the
country crawls back like a lobster.
Some hon. gentlemen say-Look at the
United States and its growth as proof
of the value of protection ; but I
affirm that protection has never made
the United States prosperous, but on
the contrary, impoverished them. In
New England, in the manufacturing
towns, as Worcester, &c., the houses
have an excellent appearance, but the
families are living in tens of thousands
in respectable poverty, on incomes of
$600, $800 or $1,000. New Englandis
not rich, but poor; and extensive
duties impoverish the manufacturer as
well as the people because they make
capital dear, and limit the power of con-
sumption, producing an unnatural
state of things. The United States
would have been to-day twice as pros-
perous had it not been for this system
of protection.

i have visited all the manufactories
of Great Britain ; and if I was talking
in Yorkshire or Lancashire, the me-
ehanies could understand me perfectly,
but here an educated Canadian gentle-
man cannot understand me. In taking
twenty millions by an artificial process
out of the pockets of the people, so
much working capital is displaced;
and if this be extracted during the
months of January, February, and
March,in a year one hundred millions
of capital would be annihilated, and
this would probably produce, under
other circumstances, three hundred
millions ; remove twenty millions, and
only $240,000,000 would be produced,
sixty millions being lost by the dis-
placement of twenty millions.

The member for South Norfolk
speaks of the money of the United
States being a vicious currency be-
cause it is irredeemable; but if the
Government of the United States were
flot as ignorant on this subject as this

Blouse is, the money of the United
States would have remained at par
from the day it was issued until this
moment. Greenbacks are redeemable
upon their farms, and in every house
in the Republic, and the only reason it
is deficient in value in the eyes of the

eople of the world, is because the
egislature insists on calculating the

duties on a gold basis. If this louse
adopts a protective policy they will
give the greatest blow to the country
it ever received. I do not care whether
the manufacturers or the merchants or
anybody else succeeds, I do not want
any man to protect me; I want every
man to stand on his own bottom. You
give the manufacturer twenty-five per
cent. on his manufactures, and the
farmer twenty per cent. on his corn,
and what difference does it make; it
puts up the price of food and the la-
bourer puts up the price of wages, and
it balances. These tariffs are merely
the result of the profound ignorance
of the people. I do not speak in sup-
port of this Government, or of this
party, or any other party-I an speak-
ing in favour of a philosophic princi-
ple, without which this nation is never
going to amount to anything. We have
to rise in harmony with the laws of na-
ture and of trade to arrive at anything.

Mr. MAcDONNELL (Inverness)-
It has been said that members from
the Maritime Provinces have brought
pressure to bear on the Government to
dictate to them what shall be their
financial policy. As far as I am
concerned--and I was happy to hear
the hon. member for Halifax say the
same-I had no influence over the
Government on the subject. Nothing
was asked of me about it, nor did I
trouble myself to communicate my
ideas on the subject to the Government.
I am sorry this charge bas been made.
I think we ought all to avoid every-
thing like undue pressure from any
section of this Dominion. I think the
harmony and prosperity of the future
of Canada greatly depend upon every
member of this House considering
himself a member for the whole
Dominion and not for any one part of
it. But supposing we did wait upon
the Government, in the face of wliat is
attempted to be done in this House,
a delegation representing certain inter-
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ests in this Dominion having in the lob-
bies and Committee rooms ofParliament
asked for sectional or class legislation
would it not be the duty of other hon.
members of this flouse to take steps
in order to defeat any step of that kind.
It is truc the members from the
Maritime Provinces as a whole are Free-
Traders, believing it to be the principle
that does justice to the various interests
of the Dominion. It has been said by
Perry, the political economist of the
«United States, that no Legislature upon
principle can be Protectionist unless at
the solicitations of certain individual
interests. This theory of protection lias
long ago been exploded. It is not true
thut the prosperity of England is due
to protection. In 1826 England began
to manufacture silk. It then reduced
the tariff from ten shillings to five shil-
lings per ponnd on foreign silks, and the
tariff on raw material much more. The
consequence was, England became a
silk producing country. In 1860 she
repealed the last vestige of the tariff
on silk, and its manufacture had then
grown to the extent of ten millions of
dollars of an export trade. It is said
protection bas built up the United
States, but I say it bas been ruin to the
United States. What was the period
of the greatest prosperity of that coun-
try ? It was when the tariff was low-
est, in 1790, when the average duty
was only 11 per cent.

At no other period of its history was
the United States so prosperous as
then. What does protection mean ?
In order to be available it must be dis-
criminative. If you protect all the
industries of a country, you have no
protection at all. This is the principle
which is laid down by writers on poli-
tical economy, and which will be un-
derstood by every person who gives it
a moment's consideration. Whatever
is discriminative is partial, whatever
is partial is unjust; and therefore pro-
tection is unjust. I contend that pro-
tection means to enrich the rich
and impoverish the poor. Whatever
restricts trade, whatever forms an
obstacle to trade, adds cost to pro-
duction-cost and scarcity. And
scarcity means what? The poor man
wants and is incapable to buy; the
rich man can buy what he desires.
Abundance is for the benefit of the

Mr. MACDONNELL.

poor, and abundance is produced by
free trade.

We are told that the Americans-
make a slaughter market of the Do-
minion. If goods are sold here at half
price, is it not a benefit to the country ?
Would it be an injury to the people if
ship and car loads of goods came into-
the country gratis ? Would it not pro-
duce an abundance ? If such is the
case, and I hope no hon. gentleman
will have the hardihood to deny it,
thon goods received at half price must
be better than goods received at high
prices.

Let us take the article of iron. I
presume the iron manufacturer is one
of those who wish to be protected.
Well, iron is an article that enters into
the composition of every industry.
You may protect the iron manufacture,
but such a course vill injure every
other interest in the country. A few
years ago a gentleman by the name of
Bessemer invented a method of pro-
ducing steel. He did not attempt to
produce a better article, but simply to
cheapen the mode of production. No
sooner was this heard of in the United
States than the doors of Congress, like
the doors of this honourable flouse at
present, were besieged by iron produ-
cers. A law was obtained enhancing
the duties upon iron, and what was the
consequence? In the year 1872, when
the Michigan Central Railroad was
being built, the Company had to pay
$79 for steel rails, while across the
Detroit River, a few miles distant, the
Canada Southern was being built with
steel rails at $50 per ton. This was
protection to the manufacturers of
iron ; but what benefit was it to the
company ? Was it not an injury, and
being an injury to the Company was it
not also an injury to the whole United
States ? It is said that protection will
give ultimate cheapness--that if the
manufacturers of the Dominion are
protected to-day, at some early time
in the future they will become so
developed and progress to such an ex-
tent that manufactures will be cheap.
This is not the fact. They
may progress for a certain -time,
but after a while, as experience shows,
the price of labour will be enhanced,
and they will soon be applying for
another increase in the tariff. Such
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has been the experience -of the United
States. The tariff passed in 1790 gave
protection, and in 1808 the same
clamorous appeal was made to Con-
gress and the duty was again raised.
But the matter did not rest there;
from time to time it was enhanced
until at last they bad the tariff of
abominations. Who was the advocate
of the tariff in 1790? It was Mr. Col-
quhon, a man whose name is bright in
Anerican history, and is known to
every gentleman in this House.

Mr. PLUMB siggested that the
hon. gentleman was incorrect in bis
dates.

Mr. MAcDONNELL-I beg pardon;
I find on examination that the second
tariff passed in 1816 was designated
Colquhon s tariff. The tariff passed in
1790 was called the Hamilton tariff.
That, however, is only a mattcr of
date, but I am very glad to fnd my
hon. friend so exact. There was no
stronger advocate of protection than
Mr. Colquhon ; but he afterwards saw
his error and became the champion
of free trade, and died as such.
If, instead of coming to this
louse for protection, the gentleman

representing the manufacturing inter-
ests had corne here for a cash subsidy,
I should feel much more disposed to
support them. But protection means
nothing but a cash subsidy. It is pay-
ing them out of the interests of the
nation. It is putting a tax upon the
other people of Canada in order to put
money into the pockets of the manu-
facturers; but I would prefer voting
for a direct subsidy at once- for the
amount claimed for those gentlemen,
than to introduce and engraft upon
the constitution a protective policy,
of which we may never rid our-
selves hereafter. Admitting that the
present tariff is a just one, upon which
the revenue is collected, each man
would pay his fair proportion to that
subsidy ; but by protection you may do
injury to certain sections of the Do-
ninion. The hon, gentleman who last

addressed the House asked whv it was
the manufacturers were praying for
protection. ln my opinion, in doing
s0, they admit somewhat of an inferi-
ority on the part of the people and
resources of the country. It is said
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that'manufactures are in their infancy.
I don't think this is the real cause.
What constitutes their infantile con-
dition ? Is it their want of raw
material, favourable conditions, or
experience ?

I cannot understand why the manu-
facturers of this country cannot com-
pete successfully with those of other
countries when they have a tariff of
17 per cent. and the cost of transpor-
tation in their favour. I do not believe
in the Government taking in hand the
protection of the industries of the coun-
try. They should be left to private
enterprise. It is not the function of a
Government to direct what industries
shall be developed. No part of this
country has suffered more from the
protective policy of the United States
than Nova Scotia. That country a
few years ago raised and shipped three
times the quantity of coal it does to-
day. The coal mines are closed and
yet, I am proud to say, there is not a
single representative of Nova Scotia
asking for aid. I say these men who
ask for protection to private enter-
prises come here as paupers. They
embarked their capital in those enter-
prises without consulting the Govern-
ment ; they were guided by their own
judgment, and they have no right to
come here for aid. A farmer who by
some misfortune would lose bis crops
and be obliged to mortgage bis farn.
would not pursue such a course.

Mr. DEVLIN said the manufacturers
did not ask for aid. He had simply
remarked that Free-Traders who would
go to Montreal would meet with a
very poor reception fron those who
were suffering from the factories being
closed up.

Mr. MAc-DON1ELL-The rose by
any other name would smell as sweet.
The man who asks assistance in his
private affairs wants charity. This
matter of protection is the old cry of
monopoly. In England they have had
a surfeit of it, and other countries have-
been emancipated from such a poliey.
Is this Parliament prepared to go back
to a retrogressive system ? Let us
have free trade, which alone will do
justice to all men, and is best calcu-
lated to develop the various interests
of this country.
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Mr. GORDON-I find a very labor-
ed effort is being made by a certain
elass to persuade the farmers of this
country they are suffering under a
grievance which a protective policy
would remove. The profession comes
from the millers who, at a meeting
held in Toronto recently, passed a re-
solution declaring that the admission
of American produce and flour into
'Canada free of duty is a gross injus-
tice to the agricultural and milling in-
terests of this country. I have one
thing to object to in this resolution-
and that is, the millers having griev-
ances of their own, seek to show that
they are shared by the farmers. Un-
der the national policy the duty on
wheat was 4 cents per bushel, and the
profit to the miller on every barrel of
flour was eight cents. This may
appear trifiing, but an illustration of its
importance may be found in the fact
that my hon. friend from Lincoln, who
produces 700 barrels of flour a day in
his mills, made $56, or $336 a week by
it. No wonder the millers are com-
plaining that they need such protec-
tion, but they should not seek to make
a stalkinghorse of the farmers to carry
their grievances to a successful issue.

I find the following figures in a valu-
able work entitled "Does Protection
Protect ?":-"In 1820, the total exports
' of wheat from the United States, was
' $38,000,000. Between 1820 and 1830
"was a period of high protection. In
"1830 the value of wheat exported was

$53,000,000, an increase of 36 per
" cent in the decade."

Between 1830 and 1840 was a period
of free trade. I find the value of exports
in 1840 had increased to $93,000,000, an
increase of 76 per cent. From 1840 to
1847 was a period of protection, and
the last three years of the decade a
period of free trade. During the ten
years ending 1850 the increase was
only 35 per cent. From 1850 to 1860

free trade policy prevailed, and the
increase was 107 per cent. From 1860
to 1869 a period of the closest protec-

4 tion, the increase was only 2ý per
cent."
For the four years between 1839

and 1842, a period of free trade, the
average price of flour was $5.45 per
barrel; from 1843 to 1846, a period of
protection, it was 84.40 ; from 1854 to

Mr. MAcDONNELL.

1861, a period of free trade, the price
was $6.47 ; from 1862 to 1867, a period
of protection, the price was $4.94. The
average price during a period of 17
years of free trade was $6.13: during
a period of ten years of protection,
$4.75. The average price per barrel
during twenty years of free trade was
$4.95; during twenty-five years of free
trade, $6.04. Now, I think these figure
must show to any candid mind that
althouglh the millers and o'thers may
profit by a protective tariff on flour,
the loss to the farmer is $1.36 per
barrel as the resuilt of the system.

I think, that if these facts are duly
impressed upon the minds of the agri-
culturists, it will show that this
agitation on the part of the millers
arises fron very selfish motives, re-
garding a matter in which they are
directly concerned; therefore, I hope
that under these circumstances the
farmers will perceive, as was renarked
the other night by the hon. member
for South Norfolk, that they will have
to bear a grievous barden. The hon.
gentleman, the member for Norfolk,
made an allusion to the prices of land
on the banks of the Hudson and in the
Province of Ontario, stating that on the
Hudson some $250 an acre were paid,
whilst in this Province the average was
only $50 per acre. I take issue with the
honorable gentleman on that point,
for I believe it can be clearly shewn
that in no part of the United States-
taking the last five years as the average
-has the price of land risen in the same
ratio as in Ontario. I remember, when
five years since,it was considered a high
rate to obtain $50 an acre for the best
farms in the best localities, and I now
find in my own and surrounding neigh-
bourhoods, entirely removed from any
manufacturing establishments, that
prices range from $110 to $120 per
acre. So I think that this will prove
that the advance in values does not
arise from the proximity of lands to
such industries, but to their intrinsic
worth and the character of their pro-
ducts. This, in my opinion, will al-
ways be the guage, in Ontario at all
events.

Complaint is made that our indus-
tries are suffering grievously; but I am
not aware that any hon. gentleman con-
descended to mention the closing of
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any such establishments in Canada.
The Finance Minister referred to in-
stances, particularly in the iron trade,
where firms were obliged to shut down
in the United States, in consequence
of over--production; but I can mention
a native industry which was compelled
to close its doors, for a time at all
events, - the starch manufactory at
Edwardsburg. The cause, very candid-
ly assigned, is that very large factories
at Oswego manufacture this article to
the value of $500,000 annually. A
home market is found for $400,000
worth at an average profit of from 25
to 30 per cent., and the remainder is
sent to Canada to be sold at a reduc-
tion of five cents per pound, in order to
close the Canadian establishments.

Now, I ask if this is the case,
how could a protective tariff prevent
sucb a competition ? If the Ameri-
can minmufacturers choose to make a
sacrifice,how cai we prevent it ? I think
that the cause for existing evils is to be
found in the depression which prevails
in the United States, and this will be
remedied in the course of time. Our
friends w-ho advocate a protective
policy, point across the border as to a
kind of paradise, where all Protection-
ists are flourishing; and I will just
read two short paragraphs from a very
important periodical published in the
interests of the American shoemaking
and leather interests at the present
date, and they are to the following ef-
fect:

"Manufacturers complain that a large amount
of bankrupt stocks in boots and shoes on the
market, has been operating unfavourably to
prices."

Again I find in another place:

" We are glad to note an increased interest
in the matters of foreign trade among manu-
facturers of women's goods. If this branch of
trade is suffering fron over-production it only
needs a little self-sacrifice in the way of labor
on the part of a few capable men to clear the
obstacles from the road."

The same cause-over-production-
operates there as well as here, and al-
thoigh they bave an average protec-
tive duty of 48 per cent., they still
labour under these disabilities. I eannot
see how raising the tariff to 20 per cent.
would have the effect or shutting
Out the evils of which complaint
is inade, wheu there is an additional
tariff over the border of 28 per cent.

Mr. BLAIN-I an unable to sup-
port the amendment, which, if I under-
stand it properly, declares that we
should establish a discriminatory fariff
in favor ofGreat Britain as against the
United States. I cannot conceive that
this would be in the interests of the
country, tho-ugh I an willing to do all
in my power to obtain what I think is
necessary protection for our manufac-
tures. A great deal of discussion lias
taken place beyond the proper limits of
the debate. In the first place, many
hon. gentlemen talked about protee-
tion and free trade. There is no such
thing as free trade in any country of
which I have knowledge on the face of
the earth. There is not a single nation
which is not governed by a pro-
tective policy, with the single
exception of Great Britain. When the
subject was reviewed, it was found that
in this country out of 1,500 articles on
the list she only derived sufficient rev-
enue to pay collection for some seven-
teen ; and that out of a portion of tbese
seventeen she now obtains ber revenue.
In other words, she is almost as much
a protective country as when she adopt-
ed the policy she at present terms free
trade. When we come to this side of
the ocean we find the people of the
United States have a protective policy;
and we therefore find that free trade is
nowhere the rule, while protection is
univeisal. Every nation, we are well
aware, regulates her own affairs, and
may foster or injure our own industries.
No one here desires to shut out trade
and commerce by a very high protec-
tive tariff; we wish to have a tariff
for revenue purposes, so arranged as to
protect our manufactures. We have
three classes,-the manufacturing, the
commercial, and the agricultural ; two
are productive, ar d the third wholly
distributes; and if depression affects
either the agricultural or manufac-
turing, the third must necessarily
suffer. It is admitted that the farm-
ers are prosperous, but the manu-
facturers labour under very great
disadvantages; and it follows, as a
matter of course, to my mind, that
the mercantile industry must also suf-
fer; and when American capitalists
attempt lo crush out our native pro-
ducers, whose means are less, I say
that it is our duty to deal with the ques-
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tion legislatively. It is conceded that
it is the duty of Great Britain to inter-
fere in case a foreign country should
give a large bonus on the export of
sugar, and the same principle applies,
whether a nation or manufacturers,
are willing to make this sacrifice; in
this event, the whole principle of pro-
tection is granted, and consequently
we should place on the Statute Book,
a law in this regard. That Great
Britain has been injured by lier
free trade policy is patent to
every visitor of that country. Fifty
years ago probably every other man in
Great Britain owned some property;
but what is the case to-day, nearly
every man is forced to depend upon
wages as the means of support for him-
self and his family. The speech of the
Finance Minister was admirable. He
stated that protection in the United
States had enriched the few and im-
poverished the many, but what is the
state of things in Great Britain ?-At
the present moment nearly all the land
is in the hands of about 50,000 persons,
and nearly all the capital in the pos-
session of about ten times that number.
In no country on the face of the earth
is there so little in the possession of the
great mass of the people as in Free
Trade England. When other nations are
able to compete with lier, she must re-
turn to a protective policy. Apropos
of Bessemer steel, it was imported into
the United States at the rate of $160
a ton; at present, with a protective
tariff, it is manufactured in the United
States of as good quality in every res-
pect for $60 per ton. It has been sup-
plied for something like 80,000 miles
of railway. The amendment reflects
upon the financial policy of the Gov-
ernment, and as it is a motion of want
of confidence I cannot vote for it.

Mr. MACDONALD (CentreToronto)
-A few remarks may be expected
from me on this subject. Three days
of the time of this flouse have been
epent in the discussion of matters re-
lating to the financial depression of the
country. A Committee was asked to
investigate it, thougi to my mind, and
in the opinion of a great many others,
the causes were perfectly plain; and,
I think that when this Committee has
collected all possible information, it
wil have a very unappreciable effect.

Mr. BLAM.

The country has simply been pass-
ing through a crisis, which will
again be followed by others, for
every country has crises as regular as
the seasons, though at greater distan-
ces. No country has ever risen to
greatness without passing, not only
through its crisis, but its crises, and
the neighbouring country to which re-
ference has been made, and which has
reached to such a point of manufactur-
ing perfection, has passed through a
variety of crises.

The eminent manufacturers of that
country who have rolled up colossal
fortunes, have built. them on the
wrecks of those who have preceded
them. The resolution which was
moved for the appointment of the
Committee took another turn, and the
amendment was moved that there
should be a Committee to consider the
depressed manufacturing interests.
That Committec is sitting now, and
that Committee has come to this
lluse aad asked for a short-hand
writer, and I have no doubt they in-
tend to do a large amount of business.
And yet we have the strange anomaly
of a Committee sitting to consider the
depressed condition of the manufactur-
ing interests of the Dominion, and the
Government adopting a policy which
affords no help to the manufacturing
interests. I promised upon another
occasion, when I last addressed
the louse, that I would refer to
some of the causes which have brought
this crisis about. I stated that among
these was the cheap credit of England,
but I have perhaps failed to impress
on some of the members of this House.
the extent to which this evil exista.
Starting from the threshold, we have
the young men of the country coming
to the cities, as the last census exhibits,
despising the labor of the field and
seeking in the larger cities mercantile
callings; and so long as that disgust-
shall I call it-of labor and tilling the
soil exists, we shall have the same re-
sults. Here, then, is the source of the
evil. They come to the city, and they
easily obtain goods, the parties from
whom they obtain credit having themi-
selves easily obtained it. Notably,
the export trade of Great Britain to
this continent has been gradually leav-
ing her, and her merchanta have been
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taking with her customers in this coun-
try greater risks than they otherwise
would have done. The goods from Great
Britain are sent out to this country not
only to the man who buys them, but
they are consigned to other parties and
thrown on the market irrespective of
value, and I appeal to this House if
this country has a consuming power for
tlfty millions of dollars worth of goods,
.and a hundred millions are thrown on
it, is it not apparent that every indus-
try must be depressed ?

Let me give one illustration. In the
-city of Montreal a very short time ago
one concern, I was told, failed for a
million and a quarter of dollars. That
concern, I understand, had very little
difficulty in arranging with their credi-
tors in Great Britain at ten cents on the
dollar. It is not a difficult thing to un-
derstand that a million and a quarter
of dollars worth of goods thrown on a
small market under such dishonest
circumstances affects it considerably.
Credit is so cheap in England that the
same firm while settling for ten cents
on the dollar was making arrangements
for renewing their stock again to
demoralize the market as they had
done before. Speaking of the ease
with which goods are obtained, so
anxious are British merchants to
throw them on the market that
stocks bought in December are dated in
the month of March. You have thus
three clear months, and beginning with
that they then obtain a credit of six
months, which makes it nine months ;
then they havé very little difficulty in
obtaining a renewal for one-half, which
makes a credit ofnearly twelve months;
The slaughter does not come from the
United States. I was quite clear on that
mxatter when in this Hlouse I made
the statement the other day, but
since then I wrote to two firms
in the United States the following
questions:

Question.-Are goods sold to Canada
by United States manufacturers or com-
mission men, lower than to the people
of the -United States ?

Answer.-No; our prices and terms
are the same to all buyers, whether
from Cànada, United States, or else-
where.

Question.--Can yougive any reliable
information as to the probable increase

which has taken place in the sale of
dry goods by the United States to
Canada during the past year ?

Answer.---We cannot. In our opin-
ion the quantity is very materially
increased over previous years, but to
what extent we cannot say with any
accuracy. Your Custom Houses'
statistics would show this.

Question.-It is claimed that goods
are sold regardless of price, and at in-
defluite time, by the United States
merchants to Canadians, &c. ?

Answer.---This is not true as applied
to manufacturers or selling agents,
but, undoubtedly, to a certain extent,
jobbers who have " runners " through-
out Canada and the United States, do
much to demoralize prices and terms,
as you fully understand, but this ap-
plies the same to the United States as
to Canada.

I will point to the fact that in the
large cities of Montreal, Toronto and
Hamilton, the agents of English
houses have their offices, for which
they do not pay more than £35 or £40
a year. They contribute nothing to
the municipal expenses of the cities in
which they are placed, while they sell
as many goods as any wholesale mer-
chants in any of these large cities,
who have either to build their ware-
houses or rent them, employ clerks,
and maintain expensive establish-
ments. This is a very great griev-
ance, but I do not speak of it in this
flouse to bring any measures to
correct it, as it will correct it-
self. It is one of the many plans by
which English houses seek to dissemi-
nate their warcs through the country.

Then another feature that has
brought not only this but pre-
vious crises about, has been the es-
tablishment of mercantile agencies in
Canada. This may appear a very
strange statement indeed, but the day
was when a man who went to travel
with goods required to be an intel-
ligent man ; the day was when a man
who went to introduce his goods into
the country required not only vim,
but culture and intelligence. Now a
little memorandum book is put into
the hands of agents, and A B and C
are said to be the men who are
to be called on. It would not matter
so much if but a few were instructed
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to call upon these men, but all of the
1,500 travellers in Canada receive the
same instructions, and the result is that
if th inan is not bad they make him
bad in a very short time by crowding
on him more goods than he can use. I
have in my hand a letter from a house
which selfs in the course of the year
as many goods as the Dominion of
Canada imports from Great Britain al-
togeth er, and it will be satisfactory
that this firn endorses the statement
I have ventured t > make in this House.

They say:-

"'We have been aware that the subject to
which you refer would be brought before your
body for consideration at your present meeting,
and we are very glad to receive yourcommuni-
cation, in order that, so far as 'Me are able,
we may correct any misapprebensions which.
exist regarding the trade between the United
States and the Provinces.

SAnswer ig your questions in the order in
which they are propounded, we beg to say
that we presume we are sending more Ameri-
can goods into the Provinces than any other
bouse connected with the trade, and we can
most emphatically state that at no time and un-
derno circumstances have our goods been sold
to your merchants at lower prices than those
which we received from merchants doing busi-
ness in our own States ; ou the contrary, all
buyers of merchandise of us, whether from the
Cana'das or from the most remote sections of
our own country, are in every respect treated
alike as regards the sale to them of our goods.

" In this connection we would suggest that
our terms are confined strictly to our customers'
credit of sixty days on what are called domes-
tic goods, viz., sheetings, shirtings and prints,
while the foreign goods that we sell through-
out the Provinces or throughout the States are
based on a credit of four months.

" As an instance of how closely we hold to
these terms, a proposition w-as made us within
the past few days by a house doing business in
Canada, of known standing and resp.ectability,
to purchase a considerable amount of our
domestic goods, provided we would sell them.
on a credit of four months, adding interest for
the extra sixty days of time, which we
promptiy declined, simply because it was a
Ion ger credit than we are willing to grant on
such goods. This instance, we think, is a fair
illustration of the manner and time at which
American goods are being sold to provincial
merchants. We wish we could advise you
clearly and definitely regarding the increase
of the trade in dry goods between the United
States and and the Canadas, but this is a ques.
tion rather to be determined by your Custom.
louse records than by any estimates which

eau be formed here. Our own trade with the
Provinces during 1875 was increased moderate-
ly over that of 1874, but it bas not grown te
be an element in our sales of sufficient import-
ance to be especially noted."

I shall not detain the Ilouse by
reading the balance of the letter, but
it is a very suggestive proof to my
mind of the statement I have made.

Mr MAUDONALD,

I have received since thon further con-
firmation of the statement-the settle
ment of the affairs of a wholesale house-
that has just gone into insolvency.
Its liabilities, direct and indirect,
are a quarter of a million. I
know that it did a large American
t rade, but the amount of American lia-
bilities represented in that quarter of
a million is only two thousand dollars.
The Americans have discounted in
their sales all possible loss; they have
brought everything as nearly as possi-
ble to a cash basis. They sell goods at
very short time, and if payment is
not made they cut off the customer-
this is an instance. I venture to make
this statement, that that thing will go
on, and that while the imports from
Great Britain will steadly decrease,
those from the United States will as
steadily increase, unless you build up
barriers against then, and such
barriers as I cannot defend. Unless you
build up such barriers before another
oight years elapse you will tiiid that
the trade with the United States,
amounting to $50,000,000 to-day, will
reach a volume of not less than $100,-
000,000. The reasons are so numer-
ous that a little reflectiori will show
how apparent this is. The United
States are 3,000 miles nearer us than
Great Britain. Canadian merchants
can telegraph to New York to-day, and
in three days receive their parcels. In
a few days more they are sold out, and
have duplicated and triplicated
their transaction before they
could get returns from England.
It is useless to shut our eyes to the
change that is going on between this
country and the United States.

Comimg down to the Budget Speech
of the hon. gentleman, I desire to state
that there are several things in it
which it would be folly for this House
to do other than approve. And
there are some things to which
I shall take objection. For instance,
I cannot shut my eyes to the fact
---I am speaking fron memory---that
some $4,000,000 has been spent upon
what are called " minor works,"
that $2,O00,000 has been paid on
account of Prince Edward Island ; and
if I remember right, and the hon.
gentleman will coi-rect me if I am
wrong--in reference to the St. Lawrenca
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there were $2,000,000 more; and that
since the hon. gentlemen assumed the
position they now hold they have
paid the sum of $32,800,000. It
would be idle for me or anîy
memuber of the House to state that this
is not a matter for coiigratulation. But
I w-as disappointed, and there will be
others who are disappointed that the
manufacturing interest did nef receive
the consideration to whieh it was
entitled in the Budget Speech. The
hon. gentleman said he could not legis-
late for one-twentieth to the exclusion
of nineteen-twentieths. I hold that to
be a fallacy, because I claim that the
one-twentieth have just as nuch right
to be legislated for as the nuincteen-
twentieths. We have heard a great
deal about a higlh protecetive policy;
but I don't know where the agitation
came fron ; I certainly bave not heard
it. i came down to this Iouse un-
pledged to vote for protection or any-
thing cise. My coistituents have con-
tidence ini my judgnent ; at anv rate
they sent me here to do and say what
I like, and i shall say just what I
please and whebn I please. I caine
down here with the desire that every
industry that was languishing, and that
it could be demonstratedthat it was so
languishing, was entitled to an amount
of protection that would help it with-
out injury to the consumer ; and I was
prepared to prove that the native corn-
petition would have kept down the
price to the consumer, and that it
would not have excluded American
products, because I hold that the
moment you exclude the manufacturer
front suitable rivalrv vou destrov his
energies.

Hon. Gentlemen-iear! hear

Mr. MACDONALI-Gentlemen suy
"hear, hear" - but the moment you ex-
pose him to terrible odds vou crush
him out. I say I do not desire to see
American goods excluded from this
market. I want the consumer to have
the fullest possible benefit, and I want
the manufacturers to have " foemen
worthy of their steel." But I have
been ende:-vouring to look at the tem-
per of the House. I find here the re-
presentatives of seven provinces,
whose interests are dissimilar. I find
the great agricultural and manufactur-

25

ing province of the West; at the same
time I find one whose interests lie im-
mediately in shipping, ard one of my
hon. friends comnes from a long dis-
tance, where that long, untrodden
path is bctween, and the " sca of moun-
tains intercept us ; and so on wit h the
other provinces. I ind what is desired
by one is opposed by another ; 1 claim
that thc Views I held on this mat-
ter aie exceedingly reasonable, and
oughlt te comrnend thenselves to the
good sense and go od judgment of every
ieiber of this Ilouse.

My hon. friend who preceded me
spoke rather warmly, atd the re-

rk was made that the representa-
tives of the Maritime Provinces
waited upon the Minister of
Finance and pressed thleir views.
I don't sav whelier they did so or
not. But I say il they did, I don't
think il vas wisdom. The day will
corne wben they will wani their own
interests looked after, and I shiould be
very sorry were the menibers repre-
senting Ontario to go to the Finance
inister, or any other menber of the

Ministry, and oppose anything that
gentlemen from British ColumbiiiaLin, the
Maritinie Provinces or Manitoba, could
dernonstrate was not onilv for their
good, but for the benefit of the whole
Dominion.

I want to notice what I thought was
fallacy in the Budget Speech. The
Finance Minister spoke of the very
great shri-nkage in value as havirig
been a source of wealth by enabling
people to buy a larger amount of goods
for a lower price. The hon. gentleman
shonld remember that a shrinkage in
value also represents a shrinkage in
the pocket of the operative, and it
would be far botter for him to get a
higher price for his labour and pay a
little more for his dwelling-bouse and
for his goods..

There is a point, however, that I
have not heard introduced by any pre-
ceding speaker, and it is one for whieh I
wish togive the Government the credit
they deserve, inasmuch as it is to my
mind a gleam of hope for the future.
I mean this: That while there has
been a large falling off in imports, and
while that decrease has necessarily
diminished their revenue, that in that
very falling off I see the first gleam of
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light. It is an evidence that men are
gathering wisdom, and that they have
commenced the policy of retrench-
ment and that may be regarded as a
bright gleam of hope for the future. I
am quite willing also to give them
credit for the fact that wbile their in-
creased expenditure is $176,000, they
have effected reductions amounting to
$3,250,000, being a decrease of nearly
$2,500,000.

There are many other matters of
which I had intended to speak, but I
am afraid that I may have wearied the
House. There is one point, however,
which I wish to note before I sit down.
The Hon. Finance Minister says in his
speech, " that in a new country like
this there is force in protecting our
manufactures. " I accept that as an
evidence that lie admits the force of
their claims. Il will just say that fre-
quent alterations in the tariff are dan-

gerous-that crude and undigested
alterations are dangerous-that I fear
that if this louse were asked at this
moment to change the tariff, as I
should have liked to see the hon. gen-
tleman propose to change it, it would
involve a certain amount of danger. I
hope during the recess the Finance
Minister will take into consideration
the interest of every manufacturer. I
shall be disposed to sustain such a
policy, remembering that the elements
which make a tariff valuable are
equity, the freedom from anomalies,
and above al[ the certainty that when
framed upon just and equitable princi-
ples there is some guarantee for its
continuance.

Sir JOIIN A. M1ACDONALD-At
this late hour I don't wish to occupy
the attention of the House very long.
I wish, however, to reply to the inv;-
tation of my hon. friend from Montreal
Centre, who has called me by name in
a most pressing way to enter into a
discussion of the general question
which has occupied this House not
only since the Budget Speech, but dur-
ing the whole of the Session.

Now, I do not propose to add my
quoti, at all events just now, to the
discussion on the merits of protection
and free trade. The hon. member for
Centre Montreal called upon me to
state my opinions on this subject, and
taunted me for silence. Several speak-

Mr. MACDONAilD.

ers also taunted my hon. friend frlm
Cumberland with having made a speech
in one direction without having de-
clared his principles. Now I do not
know whether my hon. friend who sits
near me (Dr. Tupper) was disappointed
at the result of the speech from the
Hon. Finance Minister. I certainly
was. 1 came, I confess it, to hear his
speech, impressed with the idea he was
going to bring down an altera-
tion of the tariff. We had a right
to suppose he was, and the country
had a right to suppose so. The hon.
member for Montreal West had declar-
ed to his constituents that there was to
be a change ; we were led to believe he
was in the confidence of the Govern-
ment; we knew that he was supported
by all their power, and that he came
forward as the candidate and advocate
par excellence of a protective policy.
There were other indications-the
speeches of the hon. gentleman himself
on several occasions, the rumours in
the country, the statements in the
Ministerial press- which led the manu-
facturers and merchants of the country
to believe that there was to be an alter-
ation in the tariff, and one which would
operate incidentally, at all events, in
protection of our home industries.
Therefore, I must say I was taken
quite by surprise by the announcement
of the Finance Minister, that the Gov-
ernment policy was to make no alter-
ation in the tariff during the present
Session at least.

The hon. member for balifax said
miy hon. friend from Cumberland came
prepared to attack the Government
for extravagance if they increased the
duties. I do not know if that was the
motive which influenced that hon. gen-
tleman when he was in opposition to
us. That certainly would not have
been the principle which would have
actuated us veiw of the grave
circumstances surrounding us, of
the stagnation which is admitted
by the Government and by
the speech placed in the mouth of Her
Majesty's representative to exist. In
this great crisis we were prepared to
give the fairest, calmest and most
favorable consideration to any pro-
position made by the hon. gentlemen
opposite, with an anxious desire to set
aside any party triumph in the in-
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terests of the country. When, there-
fbre, the hon. gentleman took his seat
at the end of his singularly able but at
the same time singularly unsatisfactory
speech, I desired, taken by surprise
as I was, time to consider what course
we should take under the circum-
stances. However, my hon. friend
from Hamilton got the floor and
promised us a motion, and we got it.
I shall only address myself to the
words of it to-night. Of course the
hon. gentleman prepared it fron the
most patriotic motives, from an
anxious desire to secure to his consti-
tuents the advantages of protection,
and as an earnest protest against the
policy of the Government. It was in-
tended as an indignant protest against
the Ministry for being so utterly re-
gardless of the interests of the manu-
facturers of Hamilton, notwithstand-
ing the admission in the Speech from
the Throne that there was a deficiency
in the revenue and distress all through
Canada. The hon. gentleman, I
have no doubt, was actuated by a
sincere desire to place himself right
with his constituents and the
country in laying before the Ilouse
the resolution in your hands, and
which we have got to dispose of
before we can proceed any further. I
suppose the hon. gentleman under-
stands his constituents best. He has
felt their pulse, and in laying this
motion before the House he bas satis-
fied their wants. He will have an
ovation when he returns toi Hamilton
from every artisan and mechanie for
the bold, manly, clear and decided
manner in which he protects them
against the hostile and unfriendily
course of this Government. But
while I have no doubt his con-
stituents will crown him with laurels,
those who have not been educated
up to that point-the manufacturers
of Montreal and other cities - will
feel disappointed at the resoln-
tion. I do not knowwhether the hon.
gentleman acted on his own advice or
on the suggestion of others, who aided
him in drawing up the resolution. It
may be a mistake, but I say every per-
-on who will read it, every one who
understands the effect of a resolution
will say if a friend of the Government
had been employed for the purpose of

making protection ridiculous and
getting the smallest vote possible,
lie could not have framed it bet-
ter. In the first place it will be
voted against by every Free-Trader
in the House. In the second place
it will be voted against by the Admin-
istration, whose policy it attacks, and
by those of their followers who have
such unlimited confidence in them that
they will come under the category the
hon. Premier reckoned my supporters
to be in when he spoke from this side
of the House. le used to say they
were the servile followers of a corrupt
and incapable Administration. I have
no doubt my hon. friend has found the
advantages, though he is neither inca-
pable nor corrupt, of having not a ser-
vile, but a confiding majority. The hon.
member for Hamilton, I repeat,so fram-
ed his resolution as to succced in get-
ting every Free-Trader, the whole Ad-
ministration, and every one of their con-
fiding followers to vote against his
resolution-and he must expect every
member of this Hiouse who lias not the
good fortune to confide in my hon.
friend, and who are placel in a position
of political opposition to him, to oppose
it also. He has ingeniously contrived
that every member of this House, no
matter whether he is a Protectionist,
an incidental Protectionist, or a Free-
Trader, must vote against it. He must
get against the resolution every person
who is in favor of a policy of retalia-
tion against the United States, and
every man who thinks we should pur-
sue a policy of conciliation as advo
cated by the honorable member for
North Norfolk, who made such an
able speech. The honorable gentleman
bas so ingeniously contrived his mo-
tion that, excepting himself and the
seconder, I do not know where he is
going to get support. A good many
years ago there was a great friend of
mine in Parliament who was a very
active-minded man, and applied him-
self very attentively to the legislation
of the country. The beginning of
every Session he introduced a great
num berof Bills, and he fought for them
bravely. ie discussed them eloqcuently
and powerfully, fighting the battle
against all odds, but the moment ho
found anybody to join with him ho
dropped his Bills.
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My hon. friend in his resolation has
taken very mach the same course.
He asks us seriously to vote for this
motion, and, Sir, the tiine of this louse
has been interrupted and taken up by
a resolution carefullv and ingeniously
framed for the purpose of gtting the
smallest amount of support possible to
be given to it. And this, Sir, is donc
in the interests of his eonstitiuents-
in the interests of the nua m4lacturers--
in the interests of the homo industries
of this countrv, and to put down tlhe
alaughter narket, anid keep out the
foreigner, and preveit the injurious
competition offorig countries. This,
Sir, is done for the sake of reliev-
ing the depression in this country, and
to restore full time where thore is now
but three-quarter time, or one-half
time, or no tine; Ihis is tie arnend-
ment ho proposes as the advocate and
supporter of a protective policy.

Mr. Speaker, I think that this mo-
tion will be put out of the way and
disposed of in the manner in which
it deserves ; and it is a waste of
time iii iny opinion to discuss uinder
these circumstances tlie practical ques-
tion ofthe necessity of increased taxa-
tion, and the best mode of meeting the
defieiency whieh bas been declared by
the Hot. Minister of Finance to
exist; the best means of relieving
the prevalent depression-of restoring
confidence to the manufacturers, and
of developing the industries of the
country. 1 say, it would be a wasto of
time to discuss these questions in this
relation: but we are promised by the
hon. member for Montreal West that
this matter will igain be brought up,
and I have no doubt that this will be
donc during this Session on many
occasions. From the east and the west
of Canada there will be petition after
petition, and remnonstrance after re-
monstrance, laid upon this table
from the suiíering manufacturers of
the Dominion. I am confident that
this question will be discussed-,
and it must be discussed-as it ought
to be, fully and practically; but before
we can do so to any advantage, Mr.
Speaker, we must first get rid of the
motion of my hon. friend from Hlamil-
ton.

My hon. friend from Centre Montreal
-I do not see him in his place.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Mr. DEVLIN--I am here, Sir.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I hear

his dulcet tones.
My hon. friend fron Montreal Cen-

tre was kind enough to address me in a
very complinentary manner, and in a
very insinuating way; but he also
showed, that he could speak iii quite a
different toe.

I heard the thirea -the dire threat-
that tLe membhers from Montreal
would go inito Opposition; and yet I
did not see a change in ny hon. friend
the Premier's countenance. Hle did
not seem to be very mueh frightened,
notwithstanding the menace t hat the
confidence of the hon. gentleman and
the other two memioers from Montreal
would be withdrawn fron the Govern-
ment, and that they would go into Oppo-
sition. I thouglit that I eould see a
smile-a gentle p1cid smile pass at
the time over the countenance of my
hon. firiend, who knows his power.

Iy hon. friend fi oi iMontreal Centre
is like aneient Pistol - e can speak
brave words, but like the same ancient
Pistol, he cau eat the leek. My lion.
friend the Premier was quite satisfied,
that although the itemîber for Mon-
treal Centre was vei- brave just now,
and although-

"lie casts off his friend as
A huntsman his pack,

As he knows with a word
Re can whistle them back."

And that though these brave gentle-
men were going to snfi out my hon.
friend the Premuuier. they would give
hirm their confidence, as they had hith-
erto done. If the Government are
never displaced until through the arm
or accident of my hon. îriend from
Montreal, they will renmain in office
much longer thani cither the wishes of
the Opposition, or the good of the
country require.

My hon. friend from Centre Mont-
real gave me a warning, that unless I
accept this offer at once there would
be no use in my throwing my net for
him. Well, Mr. Speaker, I have caught
some queer fish in my time, but I am
afraid that my hon. friend-as during
the previous Session, when he sat 6ver
in that eorner---is too loose a fish fbr
me ever to catch.

lowever, Sir, this subject must come
up again, and I hope, when it is

Budget.(COMMONSj



The [FEBRUARY 29, 1876.]

brought forward in a practical form, to
be able to present my own views in
iny own humble way to this House;
and although, as was often asserted by
my hon. friend the Premier, and
my hon. friend the member for
Chateauguay, when they sat on
this side of the House, it is not part
of an Opposition duty to form a
policy unless they choose, it is the
part of the Opposition to criticise the
party in power, show that it is
wrong, if they can, and attack and as-
sail it by argument. I yet hope that
before this interesting subject is with-
drawn froni the contemplation of this
House on behalf of the Opposition, to
enter into it at some detail. In the
meanwhile, we will bave the vote on
my hon. friend's amendment, and I
trust to-night; and when this is taken,
I suppose that other hon, gentlemen
will have the opportunity of proposing
other resolutions on this subject.

The members were then called in, and
the bouse divided, with the following
result:-

M
Devlin,
Irving,

M
Applby,
Aylmer,
Baby,
Bain,
Bannatyne,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Blanchet,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowell,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Brown,
Buell,
Bunster,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sanbury),
Cameron (Victoria),
Carmichael,
Caron,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cauchon,

26

YEAS:,

essieurs
Wood.-3.

NAYs :

essieurs
Laird,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langevin,
Langlois,
L anthier,
Little,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Kingston),
Macdonald(Toronrto),
McDonald(Cape-Bret.),
MacDonnell (Invern.),
Macdougall(Elgin),
MeDougall (Renfrew),
MacKay(Cape-Breton),
McKay (Colchester),
Mackenzie,
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McGreevy,
McGregor,
McIntyre,
Mclsaac,
McLeod,
McNab.
McQuade,
Masson,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Mitchell,
Moffat,
Monteith,

MOusseau,

Charlton .
Cheval,
Christie,
Churcb,
Cimon,
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Colby,
Cook,
Coupa],
Cunningham,
Currier,
Cuthbert,
Davies,
Dawson,
DeCosmos,
Delorne,
Desjardins,
De St. Georges,
DeVeber,
Domville,
Dymond,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming
Flesber,
Flvnn,
Forbes,
Fraser,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Gaudet,
Gibson,

Gillies,
Gilmor,
Gordon,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Hagar,
Haggart,
Harwood,
Iliginbotham,
Holton,
Horton,
Huntington,
Jones (Halifax),
Jones (Leeds),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,

Budget.

Norris,
Oi ver,
Ounimet,
Palmer,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Pinsonneaul t
Platt,
Plumb,
Pope,
Pouliot,
Pozer,
Ray,
Richard,
Robillard
Robitaille,
Rochester,
Roscoe,
Ross (Prince-IW ad)
Rouleau,
Ryan,
Rvmal
Scatcherd
Schultz
Scriver,
Shibley
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
Stephenson,
Stirton,
St. Jean,
Thibaudeau,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Thompson(Haldim'nd),
Thomson(Welland),
Trow,
Tupper,
Vail,
Wallace (Albert),
Wallace (Norfolk),
White (Hasting),
White (Renfrew),
Workman,
Wright (Ottawa),
Yeo,
Young.-174.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-A
motion expressing confidence in the
Administration bas been nmoved, and
only three members have voted for it,
and the Government have then voted
want of confidence in themselves, but
my hon. friend's course was corstitu-
tional of course.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT rose to,
reply. le said he had not the slightest
desire if any other members wished tý>
speak on this question to press it to a
vote.

On motion of Mr. Ma-millan, the
Debate was adjourned, and tle Hoise
ro,e at Ten minutes to Twelve o'clock
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IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

TIIURSDAY, Marci 2, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'celock.
_After routine,

NEW BILLS.

' BL IN introduced a Bill entitled
-an At to incorporate the Scottish
C4anadlian Loati Company.

Ir. WORK~MAXN introduced a Bill
entitJe i an Act respecting the Me-
chanius 3anîk of Montreal.

Hon)i. Mr. CRTWVRIGHIT--Would
my hon. friend state what is the objeet
of the Bill?

Mr. WORIKAN--The objecct is
pincipailly for a reduction of the stoc.k

il COnsequliee of the loss sustained
r the- bank.

INSo)LVENT BANEKS.

Ilion. Mr. CARTWRIUIIT intiro-
duced a Bill entitled an Act to imake
pirovision fo'r the winîding Up of Ilsol-
vent Banks. He said : I propose to
aniake insolvent banks subject to the
142nd section of the Insolvent Act of
1S75, which proviles for the winding
up of insolvenut incorporations, sub-
ject to certain modifications. This
wiill not interfere with thoir resuming
payment within a certain number of
days. As the law at present exists,
,reditors have very great difficulty in
getting practical control of the assets
,of the bank, which, in point of fact,
romains w-ith the shareholders. This
Bill will give ereditors power to apply
to the judge to appoint a receiver or
assignee who nay deal with the
matter. There are certain other pro-
visions of a more technical character.

Mr. JONES (Halifax)-I would
eike to ask whether it applies to banks
in trouble already, or banks that may
ibe in trouble in the future ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I may
say that we rather think the provi-
sions of this Act will apply toall banks
in insolvency now or going inito in-
solvency after the Act becomes law.

THE INDIANS.

lon. Mr. LAIRD introduced a Bill
4entituled "An Act respecting the

lon. Mr. CARTWRIOHIM

Indians of Canada." le said: The
principal object of this Bill is to con-
solidate the several laws relating to
Indians now on the statute books of
the Dominion and the old Provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada. We fin(!
that there are three different statutes
on the Dominion law books, as well as
portions of several Acts that were in
operation under the laws of Old Can-
ada, and which are still in operation.
It is advisable to have these consoli-
dated in the interests of the Indian pop-
ulation throughout the Dominion, and
have it applied to all the Provinces. Sev-
eral amendments of various kinds are
introduced. The principal amendment
relates to tie enftranchisement of' In-
dians. Under the present law an Idian
who becomes enfrancliised onfly obtains
a life interest in the land set apart foi-
him, and his children have iio control
o ;er it after his death. The present
Act proposes that his children can con-
trol the land after his death by will
froni him. The operation of this it is
considercl will be an inducement for
the Indiaus to ask for enfranehisement.
Iitherto the inducement bas beea so
small that.veiry few of the Indians
have asked foi' the privilege. This
Bill pr0opo(seis to go further ; any
Indian who is sober and industious
can go to one of the agents appoinited
for the purpose, to see whether lie is
qualified for the franehise or not ; if
qualitied he receives a ticket for land,
and after three years he is entitled to
receive a patent for it which will give
him absolute control of the portion
allotted to him for his own use during
his lifetime, and after that it will be
controlled by whoever it is willed to.
It is thought that this will encourage
then to improve their land, and
have a tendency to train them for a
more civilized life. It is also intended
that after they have obtained the
patent for their land, if they wish to
go on further and get possession of
their share of the invested funds of the
land,they can make application accord-
ingly, and after three years further
they will be entitled to a distribution of
the funds ; thus after six years of good
behaviour they will receive thoir land
and their share of the moneys in the
hands of the G'overnment, and will
cease in every respect to be Indians

Business8(COMMýVONS.]
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aocrding to the acceptation of the
the laws of Canada relating to Indians.
We will then have nothing more to do
with their at$airs, except as ordinary
-subjects of Her Majesty.

Sir JO IN A. MACDONALD-The
Bill is a very important one. It affects
the interests of the Indians who are
espeeially under the guardianship of
the Crown and of Parlianent. From
the statement of the lion. g entleman, i
have a great deal of doubt whether it
would be well to give overy Indian,
when he becomes 21 years of age, the
right of ab.olute disposal of his lands.
I ain afraid it woild iitroduce into
tis country a system iy which land-
sharks could get hold of' their estates.
1IowevrWC we will have a better oppor-
tiinity of discusisiig tie question 1On

the second reading
I mnay take this occasion to say, I

think it is hardly fiir fur the Govern-
ient to take utp other days besides
their owii to introduce their Bul1s. I
did lot object to it before, but as the
paper is n1ow so flil of measures in the
hands of private members, it is only
fair that we should have a little tine.

TUE TRANSLATION OF TUE DEBATES.

Mi. MASSON-It wi lbe observed,
by- referring to the Orders of the Day,
that i have followod the course which
appears most satisfactory to the Pre-
inier, and in accordanco with your
views, with regard to the question of
privilege relating to the translation of
the Debates into French. Up to this
moment we have not seen the first
number in French. I have followed
your ruling and given notice ; I now
move that the second report of the
Committee on the printing and report-
ing of the Debates of Parliaiment be
concurred in.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gen-
tieman's motion is on the order paper.

Mr. MASSON said ho had acted on
the suggestion of the Premier in the
first place, but Mr. Speaker had ruled
that two days notice must bo given be-
fore the question could be brought up.
Now the Hon. Minister of Justice re-
marked it must be taken up in its
course. He (Mr. iMasson) contended
that it should be moved at once, be-
cause if taken up in its order it would

as~

not be reached before the end of the
Session, and the Debates would not be
translate I. If the hon. gentleman was
righut, notice sheuld have been given in
the sane way whien the tirst report was
dealt with. May furnished instances
in which quasi questions of privilege
had been given priority.

On Feb. 16th. 1836, the eonsideration
Of a petition relating to a corrupt
agreement in the Carlow election stood
9th on the orders of the day, but was
taken up before all the notices ofi mo-
tion. On June 5th, 1837, a similar
preeedencee was given in the matter of
a petition relating to the printers of
the iouse. On April 26th, 1844, a
question of breach of privilege stood
the 11th order of the day, and was
taken tirst. ie eontended, therefore.
from the facts and precedents tiat his
motion hiad prioity.

lon. Mr. BLAKE said these very
preeodents showed that the motion
could not be referred to until the orders
of the day were reachied. Ie (Mr.
Blake) would then be prepared to reply
to the hon. getleman's arguments.

Muir. MASSON contended it was a
question of privilege, and clained that
ihe had a right to move it at once.

lIon. Mr. MACiENZIE said he had
been quoted as saying the motion could
be made a matter of privilege. What
he did say was, that it might, perhaps,
be mentioned as a matter of privilege,
but not that it could be introduced as
a motion. The only ground on which
it could bo brought up as a question of'
priviloge would be urgency. Now, he
understood the first sheets of the trans-
lation would be placed in the hands of
members to-morrow.

Mr. BOWELL-I cannot under-
stand how it is possible that the transla-
tion of the speeches can ho delivered to
members of this House to-morrow,
unless some person or persons, the
Government or the Chairman of the
Committee, or some one else, have
assumed a power to which they have
no right under the circumstances. The
report adopted by this House places
the translation in the hands of the
Committee, and states further, that if
any assistance ho required to enable
the officers of the louse to do the
work in question, this is to be givern
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under the supervision and the instruc-
tions of the Committees. So that no
persons have power from this House-
unless it has been assumed by the
Governnent or the Chairman of the
Committee withoat authority - to
translate these debates.

In answer to the Hon. Mr. Blake
Mr. BOWELL said the officers of the
House has not given the requisite au-
thoritv.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-So the hon. gen-
tleman stated this morning.

Mr. BOWELL-I beg your pardon.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gen-
tleman said that if any additional as-
sistance was needed, the Comnmittee
was to take action.

.Mr. BOWELL-i did say so ; but
if any additional translators have been
employed, an authority lias been assum-
ed for which no right was given.

Hon. Mir. MACKENZIE-I am not
aware that any additional employés
have been engaged.

Mr. BOWELL-I have reason to
believe that they number three or
four, and the best reason is, one came
and, with reference to a speech I made,
questioned me regarding the mode of
rendering certain of my expressions.
I will read the report of the Committee
to be found on page 48 of the Votes and
Proceedings :

"That, for the French edition, the
said speeches be immediately trans-

"Lated into French on the same princi-
"1ple as the Votes and Proceedings of
"the House. For which purpose it is
"recommended that the official transla-
"tors of the House be utilized, and
"when necessary such extra assistance
"as may be required will be granted
"under the supervision of the Coin-

mittee."
And the Conmittee has never met

to consider this question.
Mr. SPEAKER remarked that

there was no precedent for the system
followed in this relation, as the English
House of Commons did not employ
official reporters. His own impression
was, that the bouse having ordered an
Official Report, and appointed a Com-
mittee to superintend it, any member
having reason to complain in this

Mr. BOWDLL.

regard might fairly say he did so on
the ground of privilege, to some ex-
tent. His opinion was that this was
a imatter of such importance and
urgency, and partook so much, at all
events, of the nature of privilege, that
precedence should be given to it when
the notice of motion where it stood
was reached.

CROSSING OF NAVIGABLE WATERS.

lion. Mr. BLAKE-I beg leave
introdoce a Bill making better pro-
vision for crossing navigable waters by
railway and other road companies in-
corporated under Provincial Acts.

Considerable inconvenience has been
caused by the lack of such legislation
as is proposod, as special Aets from
the Parliament of Canada have had to
be proeured for this purpose ; and it
appears to the Governmîent that such
procedure is hardly requisite, and
that under proper restrictions, as
contained in this Bill, an casier mode
of facilitating the operations of Pro-
vincial companies may be carried into
effect. The Bill proposes, whcn a rail-
way or other road company is lawfully
incorporated by a Provincial Act, and
it is necessary that such line should be
taken across or along navigable water,
sections 54, 55, 56, and 58 of the Rail-
way Act shall apply. A clause is
added requiring any company desir-
ous of constructing any work under
this Act, to give notice for six weeks
in a local newspaper ; the plan must
be submitted to the Railway Commit-
tee of the Privy Council, and it must
be authorized by the Governor-in-
Council.

Hon. -Mr. LANGEVIN-Does the
Bill apply to existing companies ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-It will extend
to all Coîpanies at present formed, or
to be incorporated. It -imposes no re-
striction on any companies whatever,
but it gives permission to those in-
corporated under Provincial Acts to
cross navigable waters under certain
conditions.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Bill
will remove an existing anomaly, plac-
ing it in the power of companies to
cross navigable streams under arrange-
ments provided by law.

iTavigaible Waters.(COMMOKLS.]
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Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac)-Would this
apply to the Northern Colonization
Railway at present ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-if this railway
is empowered to construct its line, this
Act will not interfere with it in the
slightest degree; if not, then the com-
pany will be able to obtain such power
under its provisions.

MIr. DOMVILLE-In the event
of corporations, such as cities, not
wishing to have railwavs crossing
navigable streams, would this Act
enable the companies to carry their
roads across without the consent of
such cities and corporations? A year
ago a Bill was introduced to permit a
road to be carried across the St.
John's River at a navigable point, in-
terfering with the rights of owners of
wharves in the vicinity ; it was thrown
ont, but it gave me a great deal of
trouble.

Mr. WORKMAN-I would also ask
if it would cover an application to be
made in this Ilouse for the construc-
tion of the Royal Albert Bridge at
Montreal ? I have already received a
great number of letters in opposition
to the scheme; but of course as the
Bill is not vet submitted I have not
said anythipg.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I do not know
whether the Royal Albert Bridge
is to be built as part of a
local railway; if not, the Bill bas noth-
ing to do with it. The provisions, I
hope, are sufficiently guarded to pre-
vent any such injustice as that to which
the hon. member for King's County,
(N.B.), refers,as notice must be given in
a local newspaper of any such intention.
I do not think that there is any likeli-
hood of any injustice being committed.

MONEY IN THE HANDS OF FINANCIAL
AGENTS.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked whether
the Gove'rnnent will lay on the Table
of the House a statement of the
amounts of money belonging to
Canada in the bands of the financial
agents, or the banks in Canada or
their agencies in England, on the 15th
day of June last, and at the present
time respectively; specifying the
amounts that were bearing no interest
and the rate of interest on all the other
amounts respectively ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I don't
want to take objection at this moment
to the mode in which the question is
put ; but I may observe that it seems
to be at the risk of some inconvenience.
if questions of this kind are put for
purposes whicb had better be reached
by a motion in the ordinary sense. I
shall, however, have no objection to
bringing down this information, and
wil add to it other facts pertinent to
the subject which are not called for
here.

SALE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY.

Mr. FRECHETTE enquired whether
it is the intention of the Government
to sell any portion of the publie prop-
erty set apart for mlitary purposes in
the the County of Lévis ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-We have
no immediate intention of selling any
portion of the lands in question. I
don't know what bas induced my bon.
friend to ask the question. If we find
it in the publie interest to sell any
portion we shall do so im the usual
way.

TERMINUS OF QUEBEC RAIL WAY.

Mr. MASSON enquired whether it
is the intention of the Government to
adopt any means to assure the construc-
tion of a line of Railvay to connect Por-
tage du Fort, the proposed terminus of
the projected Quebec Governmenit Rail-
way, with the subsidized portion ofthe
Canada Central Railway ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Gov-
ernment had a memorial transmitted
to them from the authori ties at Quebec
on this subjeet, but we have not had it
formally before us. I can only say to
my hon. friend that the Government
of course are disposed to regard favour-
ably anythIng in that direction.

BEACH LOTS ON THE ST. LAWRENCE.

Mr. CASGRAIN asked whether the
Government is aware of the fact that
the Government of the Province of
Quebec is issuing letters patent grant-
ing to private individuals rights of
property in beach lots on the St.
Lawrence between the lines of higli
and low water, and even beyond the
line of low water in the navigable
waters of the St. Lawrence and the sea-
ports thereof ; and if so, whether the
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the Goveinment ackrowledges the
right of ti e Gov eriment of Quebec so
to act ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I m-ay say that
the Government have some informa-
tion and correspondence on the subject,
but I am not in a position to state
what they may do in respect thereto.
I will suggest to my lion. friend that
he had better inove for correspondence
and papers, which I shall have no ob-
jection to bringing down to the Hlouse
when Goverrinent may be prepared to
state what they are prepared to do.

EXTRADITION OF CRIMINALS.

Mr. DYMOIND enquired whether
any, aind if any, what steps have been
taken by the Government towards en-
larging the scope of the existing pro-
visions for the extradition of crininals
as between Canada and the -United
Stateis?

lion. Mr. BLAKE-Steps have been
taken by the Gover'nment towards that
end. I suppose they are in the nature
of correspondence, whieb, if asked for,
there will be no objcuitionî to sub-
mitting

GRANT TO RAILWAYS OF QUEBEC.

Mr. CIMON asked whiether it is the
intention of the Government to ask
this Ilouse to agrec to a Iant to aid
the Railwavs of the Province of
Quebee?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-lt is not
the intention ofthe Governnient to ask
fori an appropriation Io aid railroads
in any of the ProvInces.

THE BOATS BETWEEN QUEBEC AND LEVIS.

Mr. IROU7LEAU asked wbether' it
is the intention of the Governnent to
pass such a law as will prevent the
boats, which cross duigthe winter.
betweenî Quebec and Levis, friom
breaking the ice bridge which foi ms
there every yeai ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-lt is not
the intention of the Government to
propose any such law.

THE IRoN STATION AT HALIFAX.

Mr. DOMVILLE cn quired-Was
the iron station now at Haliifax await-
ing erection purchased privately or 1,y
public tender. and from whom?

Mr'. CasGonam.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[E-I did iot
observe the question until this moment..
The contract was by tender, but I
don't recollect the names of the
tenderers or contractor.

Mr. DOMVILLE-Then 1 will lot
the question remain on the paper.

Hon. MI. MACKENZIE - Very
well.

SNOw SHEDS ON THE INTERCOLONIAL.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked w'hetler
the Governmeunt have author-ized the
G, eneral Superintendent of Government
Railways to place iron snow sheds on
t he liter'col onial Railway in the place
of the wooden ones now existing ; if
so, bas the contraet been awarded, and
to whom; also was it by private bar-
gain or publie tender ?

lion. M. MACKENZIE-Ther'e are
no iron sheds in existence that I an
aware of.

_Mr. DOMVILLE-That is not the
question. I asked whether the Gov-
ernment have authorized their substi-
tution for wooden ones ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZI E---The tling
bas never been discussed at al].

THE TRANSLATION OF DEBATES.

Mr. MASSON moved that the report
of the Select Committee on r'epor'ting
the debates of the House, be iow con-
curred in. The hon. gentleman said
I wish to say to my hon. friend, the
Premier, that I would be very sorrv le
should reiain under the impression
that I Lad wilfully misrepiesenîted any-
thiing le said. Ii the Hansard I find
the hol. gentleman said: " The lhon.

Mr. Mackenzie said this matter was
br'oughît up as a matter of privilege,
" lut it would be better to wait intil b he

"liairmnan of the Comnittee caime." I
think if it is poesible to bring it up as
a question of pnrivilege. it is equally cor-
reet to bring it up lis proposed.

-Mr. IDELORMIE---I beg to move as
an amnendnent-" That the lHouse ad-

"ore to the mode of translation propo --

"ed by the first report of the Committee,
" and that the Comnittee Le instructed
" to seure such assistance as may be
"necessary to ensure the prompt exeu(l-
" tioi of the work."

Mr. MASSON questioned whether
the amendment was in order.

Business.[COMMONS.]
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Mr. BOWELI,---Is it not simply a
negative to the proposition made by
the member Ir Terrebonne ?

Mr. SPE AKER----If it goes beyond
the original report, of course it is out
of order.

Hon. Mr. MACK ENZ IE-It does go
beyond that.

Mr. BOWELL-In what way?
lon. Mr. iMACKENZIE-It gives

instructions to the Committee.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-May I ask if
there are any instructions to the Com-
mittee by the House ? The House con-
curred in a former report of the Com-
nit tee suggesting the mod e in which th e

work should be done. To secure the re-
quisite assistance is th- same thing;
they are both more negatives.

Mr. BOWELL-Full power is given
by this House to the Committee to em-
ploy extra translators if desired, ae-
cording to the instructions.

Mr. SPEAKER-Will the bon. gen-
tieman read the last line ?

M r. BOWELL--" For which purpose
it is recommended the official trans-

' lator of the Hiouse be utilized, and
" when necessary "-that is, if neces-
sary in the opinion of the Committee
-" such extra assistance as may be
require i will be granted under the
sipervision of the Committee."

Mr. SPEAKER-By whom ?
Mr. BOWELL-By the Committee.

M'r. SPEAKER-To whom is it
g anted by this House ?

Mr. BOWELL-The power isgrant-
ed by this House to the Conmittec.
This house has adopted the report, and
had the Committee not decided to
change the mode of having the trans-
lation made, they would have proceed-
ed at once under the power given here
to give to the translator of the House
such assistance as may be required.

Mr. SPEAKlER -Would they be au-
thorized by concurrencé in this report
to employ additional translators with-
Out the passage of some such resolution
as bas been submitted.

Mr. BOWELL-Yes; and had the
Cornmittee given instructions to the
Clerk to secure such assistants, he
would have paid them. He has refused

to do that in the past, because they
were not employed by the Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER-lt is open to the-
construction that the additional assist-
ance will be granted by this Ilouse. It
is. very strange if on a report of thir
kind the Committee should be enpow-
ered to employ additional translation.

lon. Mr. MACKEZiE----It is plain
that the words " For which purpoe it

is recommended that the official trans-
tors ofthe louse be utilized, and that

" snch extra assistance as ma:iy be
required will be graned," inean that

it is to be granted by the louse under
the supervision of the Comnnittee.

Mr. BOW ELL----Oh no!

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-TLe pas-
sage will bear no other reading.

Hon. Mi. BLAKE---T'he IIousýe mar
have the power to eniploy assistance
the House now orders the Conmittee t'
do it.

Mr. BOWELL---Tle course which
has been pursued in this matter is one
which, I think, is a direct reflection
upon the action of the Conmittee, and
it is taking out of their bands that which
was conferred by the resolution which
appointed them. The original motion
was made for the appointment of this
Committee on the 14th of February.
The next day, so urgent was it that the
French members sbould have the re-
ports of their speeches in Freneh, the
Committee met and appointed the Pre-
sident of the Council as Chairman. It
was decided to utilize the translatirs
of the House, with some additional
assistance, to secure more accurate
translation of the debates than we had
of those of last Session. On the same day
upon which that report was adopted
the President of the Council, as chair-
man of t.hat Committee, presented it
to the House on the 17th without
giving any notice of his intention to
(o so, and the House adopted the
report without discussion. Immedi-
ately after it was adopted the diffi-
culty presented itself to the minds of
the Committee and to the Chairnan
that it would interfere with the
regular work of translating the pro-
ceedings of the House if this additional
labour were imposed on the translators.
They, however, agreed to try to enter'
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into arrangements with the translators
o performi this labour as extra work,
y allowing thei so many addditional

hands, and hy detatching one of the
gentlemen, in whom they had confi-
lence, from the staff of the House.

The President of the Council took ex-
ception to this mode on the ground
that if the translators were to work
during the night and on Sundays to
keep pace with the printing of the
debates, it was not only wrong in
principle, but it was one to which lie
liad a decided objection. H1e said it
looked lilke a job, and he was not pre-
pared to lend himself to it. If they
could perform this work without any
interference with their regular labours,
he would be quite willing to allow
them to do it, but that granting extra
pay for extra work to those who had
plenty to do fbr the flouse already,
was wrong, and he opposed it. At
the next Commîittee meeting, on the
22nd, we thougit the best mode was
to give the work out by tender to
some responsible person who bad
thoroughli knowledge of French and
English, and practical experience in
translating. laving cone to this con-
clusion, some names were suggested,
among others that of a gentleman who
afterwards agreed to take the work-
Mr. Decelles. No one on the Com-
mittee spoke in higher terrms of the
honesty, integrity and ability of Mr.
Descelles than the President of the
Council.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE called the
attention of Mr. Speaker to the fact
ihat the hon. memb'er for Hlastings %vas
out of ord er.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the hon.
'gentleman could not refer to proceed-
ings that hatd taken place in Commit-
tee.

Mir. BOWEL L-Perhaps I may tell
the reasons why the Committee
,changed their opinion and made a
second report. It is quite evident that
the members of the (overnment - par-
ticularly those who have taken the
matter out of the hands of the Com-
mittee-are desirous that the facts
shall not be known either to the House
or the country. That report was
adopted, but instead of its being pro-
sented to the House on the day of its

Mir. BOWELL.

adoption by the Committec, it was car-
ried in the pocket of th'e Chairman for
two days, and it was not presented to
the House. But the President of the
Council again called the Committee
together to ende avour to pursuade th em
but they decided not to change their
report. The reason that was given
for the course they pursued by those
who had this matter in charge, was
outside pressure that was brought upon
certain members. No sooner was it
ascertained that this resolution was
placed in the hands of 31r. Deselles
than ho was besieged by applications
for positions on the staff, and by mem-
bers who wished to provide places for
friends; but when lie ascertained that
they had no experience in the transla-
tion of the English language into
French, hc could not consent to do it.
Ie was still pressed, however, and
then objection was taken to the mode
of translation.

The facts reduce themselves simply
to this, that the Government supporters
became annoyed at losing a certain
amount of patronage by this work being
given out to a translator that they said
was in opposition to thei in polities,
and connected with a newspaper which
they asserted was continually abusing
them and their party -; therefore, he
had no right to the contract. That may
be the principle on which the Govern-
ment act in giving out contracts, but I
question whether it is a rigbt course to
pursue in the administration of the
affairs of the country.

The President of the Council brought
in the report and allowed it to remain
on the Table until it was taken up by
the hon. member for Terrebonne, who
has been frustrated in every attempt
he bas made to bring it before the
louse. If the amendment before us

should be adopted it will add materially
to the expense of the translation, and
what I fear more than anything else,
the expense will be so great it wili
have the effeet. of destroying the
official reports altogether. One trans-
lator, wbosc salary is 8l",600, will have
to be detatcheid from the staff, and ho
expects extra pay for the labor he l as
to perform. le tells me he vill require
from three to four extra translators to
whom he will have to pay at least $5
per day. Basing the computation on
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the time taken for translating the
Confederation debates and last year's
IHansard, this would give $1,400, to
which mustbe added half a year's salary
of the translator. This would give
$2,500, and a proof reader and reviser
would bring the cost up to between
three and four thousand dollars. The
translation of the Confederation debates
at $1.30 per page, which is five cents
more than Mr. Descelles' offer, cost
$1,050.50; the translation of last year's
Handsard cost $1,501.25. The louse
can easily see wby the Committee
chanoed their report. I have good
reason to believe certain memlbers be-
sieged the Government, and I know
they besieged the Chairmian of the Com-
mittee, to endeavour if possible to set
this report aside, on the principle that
they had no confidence in a translator
who was conneeted with a newspaper
in opposition to the Government and
to thîem. If this be a good reason foi
setting aside a report which was
unanimously agreed to by the Coi-
mittee, surely the saine argument
mighbt and should apply to M1r. Burgess
the editor of the Reports.

Everyono knows that ho owns and
edits a journal in this city, and when
an opportunity presents itself he does
not besitate to express bis opinion of
the course pursued by members in this
louse. 1 hold that is rignt and proper,

and something with which we as mem-
bers of Parliament have nothing to do.
He bas as good a rigbt to criticise and
condemn members of tbe Opposition,
so long as ho keeps within the law, as
any other newspaper man in this coun-
try. On the other hand, if it is right
and proper that he should be the re-
porter of the debates in this Hlouse, and
also editor of a Ministerial journal,
srel it is just as logical to declare
that Mr. Decelles, being an employé
of the -Minerve, bas as good a right
to take a contract fron Parliament
for the performance of a similar work.
But it is contended that it is not so
hecause exception bas been taken to
Mr. Decelles, while none bas been
taken to Mr. Burgess. That is a
fallacy which is neither honest nor
right. It is a reflection on the honesty
of the reporters which is not deserved.
I speak from my experience, having
been on the Comnittee ever since this

House decided to have official reports,
when I say that M r. Burgess ha-, to the
best ofhis ability and ipon every occa-
sion, done all that he couild to give an ho-
nest and faithful official report of the
doings of this House. While I admit that,
I believe Mr. Decellesthough he may be
connected witi the Mfinerve, would act
as honestly in the discharge of his
duties as Mr. Burgess. If I had any
reason to doubt that, my doubts were
set aside by the high encomiums paid
to Mr. Decelles by the President of
the Council himself. These are the
reasons why I oppose the motion which
has been placed in your bands. I
believe it would add at least 50 per
cent. to the expense of this transla-
tion, which thon would not be
(one any better than it would be
if the contract were carried out.
We know from the recommendation.-s
we have reeeived that Mr. Deeelles is
not only competent to do the work,
but possesses also an honesty of purpose
and pride in his profession whch
wili induce him to do it faithfilly
and correctly. There can be only
two reasons why he is refused
this contract ; either the Minis-
terial supp o rters want the patro-
nage for friends, some of wbom are
totally incapable of doing the work,
or they are deternined that no one
whose political views arc opposed to
theirs shall receive a contract. I
believe both of these reasons have ae-
tuated inany hon. membors. We find
some of thei have gone to the contrac-
tor under the impression that the
additional assistance is to be paid for
out of the funds of the eountry, and
insisted on placing inexperienced
Voung mon on his staff at a certain
amount per day. It is time, thorefore,
to sustain the action of the Committee
when they are endeavouring to carry
out the instructions given them by the
House.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The bon.
gentleman draws a parallel botween
the contractor for the reporting and
this person whom the Committee pro-
pose to employ as a contractor now.
There is no parallel.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD-Why ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-In the first
place, public tenders were issued ask-
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ing for proposals for reporting the de-
bates. The lowest tender was accepted,
which was that of Mr. Burgess, long
before he owned the paper with which
he is eonnected. The Committee,
according to the lion. gentleman oppo-
site, has made a private arrangement
with Mr. Decelles.

.Mr. BOWELL-The Cierk of flic
Printing Comnmittee was instructed to
receive 1)r0)osals froni as nany trans-
lators as he could.

lon. Mr. MrCKENZIE-The ar-
rangement is private s> far as the
House is concerned. The offers have
not been reported to the Iouse.
From the very first I have taken the
ground that the translators of the
H1ouse should do this work, and the
printers of the House should do the
ppinting, so as to have it under the
control of the Committee as far as pos-
sible. I do not sec why the work of
translating should not he donc as
cheaply one way as the other, and I
am confident it can. I am informed
that an offer to do the work for 90 cents
per page was refused by the Commit-
tee.

Mr. BOWELL-It is true, and the
President of the Council will explain
why.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The lion.
gentleman assorts that it is the pria-
ciple of this Government to give con-
tracts to ),)litical favourites. I defy
him or anly niember of this Ilouse to
show that favouritisni has been extend-
ed to political friends, and I challenge
him to make u-ood his assertion.

The Conmittee decid3d upon a mode
of effecting Ihis translation, and we
aproved of it. I have not the slightest
doubt of their good faith, but they
must understand when they subnit a re-
port dianetrically opposed to their tirst
one, it will bc criticized. I do not sec
that the lion. member for Hastings
should revile the liouse for the course
they take. Surelv thcy have a right
to an opinion on the niatter as well as
the lion. gentlemanî. I think the
proposition of the amendmient is quite
reasonable.

Mir. BO WELL -Has the hon. gentle-
man made enquiries as to the cost ?

Bon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Hion. Mr. MACKENZE-I kaow a
little about printing and re porting, an:1
I have n doubt the translatinZ can be
done as cheaply by oue system as tie
other.

Mr. MASSON-IfI ar well iiforied
the reason why the offer of 90 cents was
refase I was because the President of
tlic Council would not give Il work
to an Irishman.

When questions of interior eco)nomy-
are under consideration the political
cieed of a gentleman should not be
considered. andI tis cou:-se was.
fbllowed when my right hon. friend
the icmenber for Kingrston was at the
head of the Government. At that timc
an elitor of a paper called L'Ordre.
which was very Itter against the
Adinnîaistr'ation, wa- apepointed a super-
numerary translator ; and not only so,
but a few weeks afterwards a perna-
nent ofli.'er of the liuse, establishing
the pr'inciple whici I have nentioned.
The gentleman in question negotiated
with the President of the Council him-
self; and, if J an welil informed, he
acted nost fairly. lie unlerstood, as
as well as the President ofthe Council,
that polities should not be introduced
into questions of interior maagement
He said boldly, fairly and honestly "I
'-have the contract ; yeu have giveni
" it ; and I have a right tochoose s1ch

men as I like for my enmployés." lHe
migiht have chosen inen of his own
political faith, as was within his right,
but he would not do it; w-bile he wouli
not submit to dictation as to the men
he intended to engage, froi persons
outside of this liouse. le said : "1

will do better than that ; the press is
well represented in the gallery, and

"I will choose men among the editors
"and correspondents of the differeit

ne wspapers who are capable of assist-
" ing me in making an excellent trans-
"lation." lie accord ingly selected amnong
the Liberaisthe editor of L'Eenenent,
Qunebee, and the correspondents of the
National and Bien Public, Montreal,
and two Conservative journalists.

An lHon. Memîber---'l1hat is a
coalit iol

Mr. MASSON-No ; that is faix.
play. Sach was the arrangement
effected with the President of the
Coanoil, with the knowleige of
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ail the members of the Committee,
and the motion for the employment of
Mr. Decelles was moved by Mr. Bech-
ard. But hon. members have fbund
that their political friends would have
all the patronage ; and in this regard
I must really compliment my lion.
friends on the Ministerial Benches
from the Province of Queber. They
have given way repeatedly when mi-
portant imatters have been brought
before the Hlouse, nevertheless, I
observe that they at last perceive they
niust show their independence. They
do not desire to submiît, regarding the
questioi of patronage, to the President
Of the Council, and they have made it
a sine qua non that this report should
not be approved. They knew that
they could not induce this louse to can-
el a contract honestly and fairly

made at the request of the Committee,
and they declared that they would
change the whole system of patronage
in this relation. I would bo astonished
if the unworthy attempt made were
sanctioned by this louse, for I hope
we will rise above the level of party
spirit. I notice that ny hon. friend
‡ïom Jacques Cartier siiles at this,
but I know that ho is incapable of
doing such a thing. I appeal-not to
the hon. gentlemen who are endeavor-
ing to force the President of the Council
to change his decision, but to the other
hon. members ; and I ask thei whe-
ther it would be proper to take the
step whieh is urged, sinply because
some hon. gentlemen cannot secure the
patronage to which they lay proton-
lions.

Mr. YOUNG-I extremely regret
that any difficulties should have arisen
in the Conmittee, because it is quite evi-
dent that if polities are to bc introduced
into such matters, this report can only
exist fbr a very short timo. Indeed, as
far as I can aseertain, the trouble is not
due to the causes represented by hon.
gentlemen opposite ; and I do think
that they should not have taken their
present course in this regard. The real
cause is well known.

Mr. K[RKPATR[CK-What is it?

Mr. YOUNG-I will tell the hon.
gentleman. It is this: The gentle-
man in question is an active writer,
employed on the staff of a leading

French paper, while the feeling exist-
ing between political parties in the-
Province of Quebec is very bitter, and
certain members felt that it would not be
fair that the translation of the debates
of this louse should be entrusted to a
gentleman who is in such bitter opposi-,
tion to th em. This is the onl]y reason. I
think that the objection taken is very
sound. In the case of Mr. Bunrges,.
I do not think that the circumstances
are parallel, for-as I have nlready
told the member for iNorth lastings-
Mir. Burgess scarcely reports himself.
wbile little of the report passes through
his hands. I have no doubt that the-
reporters endoavour to do str'ict ju stice
in all cases, and I have -o reason to
bolieve that Mr. Deeelles is other
than a very honourable inan ; but still
the difficulty I have nentioned exists.
If' our friends on the other side of the
louse objected to Mr. Burgess on
account ot' his connection with a new>-
paper, and doubted his intention te do
them justice and treat then fairly-as
I told the hon, menber for lastings
-I would feel that this would form a
proper ground for objection. The on ly
way will bo to leave the inatter in the
hands of the translators of the lou'e
as was first agreed. I have no doubt
that they will act inpartiallv. Certain
members of the Comnittee forced thei r
opinion upon it against the wishes of"
the minority.

Mr. BOWELL-The report was
adopted unanimously, and upon the
recomniendation of the lon. President
of the Couneil.

Mr. YOUNG-I dare not nmention
wlat took place at the second meeting
of the Committee, and the lion. gentlo-
man knows that the position taken wavs
ditferent at this meeting. I trust that
nothing will be done to interfere with
the publication of the Reports, whieh,
I am sure, hon. mîenber's filliv appre-
ciate. I regret very inucli that the
plan proposed to the louse, in the first
place by myself, the hon. mnember for
Cumberland, and other lion. niembers,
was not strictly followed.

Mi'. DESJARDINS-The only objec-
tion my hon. friend fr'om Waterloo
seems to have to the action of the Coin-
mittee is that he does not consider
Messrs. Decelles and Burgess as occu
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pying similar positions; but the cir-
cumstances, to my mind, are exactly
the same, as the translations were to
-be submitted to members. Moreove r,
Mr. Decelles was to have merely the
supervision of the work, the najorit
)f his assistants being chosen, as the
hon. member for Terrebonne has men-
tione 1, from among the political
friends of the G-overnment. At the
beginning of the Session the Presidenti
of the Couneil appearel to be the
leader of his party in the Province of
Quebe ; but I think that to-day we
have, more than ever before, reason to
enquire who is the real leader of the
Miniiisteriatl party in Lower Canada.
The stel) that was taken by the
President of the Council was view-
ed with disfavor by his political
friends; they denounceI the effort
he made to act impartially. le
took the initiative in this matter,
and assured himiself of the services of
a gentleman who could faithuilly and
satisfactorily translate the debates,and
previous to submitting the question
to the Comnittee, the hon. gentleman
saw Mr. Decelles and ascertained that
hiis services could be secured I also
believe that ho intimated to this gen-
tienan the price he should obtain
un'der the conftract.

Hon. Mr. CAUCIION--No! no!

Mir. D ESJA R DINS--The reason why
the Committee unanimously adopted
the report submitted to the lieuse,
was therein indicated :-The i nconveni-
,ence which would result, if the work
was entrusted to gentlemen already
over-burdene1, and the necessity ex-
isting for seeing that no ordinary du-
ties were negleeted in its performance
or the translations incoaveniently de-
ferred.

lion. Mr. BLAKE--I rise to a point
of order. My hon. friend fron Hoche-
laga is not making much progress,
and I an afraid that a great deal of
time will be lost while he is giving a
history ofthe transactions of the Com-
mittee.

Mr. DESJARDINS-Not at alil.
Hon. Mr. BLAKE--I understand

that ho is recapitulating arrangements
made by the Committee.

Mr. DESJARDINS---D5cidedly.
Mr. DESJARDINS.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-What the Hon.
President of the Council and the Com-
mittee have done.

Mr. SPEAKER-This would be
clearly out of order.

lon. Mir. BLAKE-The matter
before the House relates to the report
of the Committeee and does not concern
the regularity, or irregularity, the
formality, or informality of its
transactions.

Mr. DESJARDINS- This is a
question w-hich I consider merits the
attention of the louse. The Coimittee
was appointed, I suppose, because the
House had confidence in the im
partiality of its nembers, and when
its second report was adopted it did
not at once fall under the flood of
indignation which appears a few hours
afterwards by accident to have pourect
from hon. gentleman opposite. On the
contrary, the Committee's action was
approved,even by-Ministerialists. When
we saw one after another coming and
proposing to the contractor, or hon.
members who were supposed to have
some influence with himi, a crowd of
applicants anxiouis to offer their
services to their country for a
consideration, of course matters at
once changed. A certain portion of the
hon. gentlemen became indignant,
because the éontractor did not wholly
follow their suggestions, and they
waxed warm, owing to the fact that the
President of the Council had dared to
reconmmend a gentleman who had the
nisfortune to be employed on the staff
of a journal like the Minerve. It is to
be regretted that this feeling was not
previously shown and immediately
after the selec:ion, in order to conceal
their motives, which were clearly
expiained by the hon. mnember for
Terrebonne. They believed that they
were being robbed of a certain sum o.f
money which legitimately belonged to
the Ministerial Party. They have not
enjoyed Ministerial favours a long time,
and they are not at all certain that they
will long have such opportunity. At
present, three hundred pages of the
English Hansard have been published
and distributed among members; andt
had thio difficulty not arisen, and had
action been immediately taken in the
way the President of the Council
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desired, without delay, one hundred
and twenty pages would have been
translated, printed and circulated.
The difficulty raised does no credit to
the Ministerial majority. In any case,
whatever may be the decision of the
House, it will tend to throw diseredit
upon the Committee-I can give other
interpretation to any action that may
be taken.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I have seen
party pressure applied many times in
this flouse, but 1 never before saw
it applied for the purpose of de-
feating the unanimous report of a
Committee composed of menbers of
both sides of the flouse. Mir. Decelles'
eapability cannot be disputed by any
person in this House. It cannot be
disputed, because the Hon. President of
the Council bas represented him as emi-
nently qualified to perform his duties,
and there is no hon. gentleman in this
House more capable ofgiving an opinion
of Mr. Decelles' qualifications for the
work. His capability has been admit-
ted as beyond question; the only ground
alleged against him is that he is con-
nected with a French newspaper
politically opposed to the Government
of the day. When the House remem-
bers that the whole of this work
of reporting our debates has been
entrusted by gentlemen on both
sides of the Hlouse to one of the strong-
est political partizans to be found in
this country, to the bands of' the gentle-
man who edits the Government organ
in this city, and who deals in the
severest terms with the actions and ex-
pressions of gentlemen who oppose the
Government; when it is eonsidered
that no members of the House ever
objected to have the whole reporting
of the debates committed to such a
gentleman, I say it is amazing that
any member eau be found who would
venture to ask this flouse to vote down
the report of the Committee on the
ground that a gentleman who is to
serve under that reporter is connected
with a French newspaper opposed to
the Government. I cannot believe it
possible that independent gentlemen
on either side of the House can fail to
feel that nothing is more unreasonable
than to ask them to vote against this
report, when it has been shown that
the offer which it recommends will save

a large aiount of money, and thc
work could not be done on more favour,
able terms. I referred to Mr. Burgess
as a political partizan, but I am bound
to say that his character as a reporter,
in discharge of the duty with which he
is entrusted, makes hin superior to
taking any advantage of the position
which he occupies, or to doing anytbing
but give, with inost perfect fairness, the-
reports of the speeches of the hon.
gentlemen of this House. Surelv the
Government do not say they want the
reporting to be in the bands of a poli-
tical partizan, and they will not employ
any person under him who is not a
political partizan of the Governnent.

Mr. PALMER--The principal thing
that governs me in this matter is the
question of expense. I would like to
bear the views of the President of the
Council as to what induced him to.
enter into that contract.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)-I
am free to confess I find sone difficulty
in this case. I want some light, and
other members want some light on
this matter. When the bon. member
from Terrebonne brought it before the
House it presented itself to me in this
way : The bon. gentleman found fault
that the Reports had not been delivered
to the French speaking mnembers in the
French language, and that appeared to
me so exceedingly reasonable that I
would vote that they should have themi
in French. On the other hand, I find
an amendment moved from the Govern-
ment side of the House by gentlemen
speaking the saine language and re-
sisting this. The difficulty with me
is to tind a reason for voting against
this report, as I understand Mr.
Decelles was unanimously appointed
by the Conmmittee.

Mr. MASSON-The contract was
awarded to Mr. Decelles, and instrue
tions were given to the Clerk of the
flouse to sign the contract with him.

IIon. Mr. MACKENZIFE-The Com-
mittee simple recommended that the
tender be accepted ; tbey iad no rigbt
to award it at all until the Hlouse
approved of it, and now the amend-
ment embodies the view that the House
should have charge of this and not the
contractor.
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Mr. BOWELL---Before the objee-
tions were taken, with the consent of
Che Prosident of the Council, the Clerk
'of the HIouse was authorized to enter
into a contract with Mr. Decelles.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
g'eatly comrnisserate the Premier
in the position in which he is placed.
He is exactly in the position that I
have been placed in sone time ago by
the peuiliar action of the member for
<Quebea. I cannot at ail venture to
add to the arguient of mïy friend
froin Cumberland, in his answer to the
speech of the hon . nember for South
Waterloo. I cannot perceive the
difference between Mr. Baurgess and
Mr. Decelle. They are both good re-
1po-rters, anI both have strong p)oliticatl
proel1ivities. MLNr. Bresis onnected
with oie of the newspapers which
support the Governnient ; in fact the
contidential press of the Governimnt.
and yet it never occurred to the mine-
bers on this'side of the House to enter
into surlh ignoble warfai'e against Mr.
Burgess, because he was oposed,
strongly opposed to us in polities. and
sonetîines expressed his views in
Uriticizin' our actions in language
which, if» wed on the floor of' this
House,would ba considered exceedingiy
unparlianmentarv. Yet, when he got
the contrac:t we never thought of
attacking him.

Hion. Mi. BLAKE-He was not
'oonnected with the paper at that time.

Mr. BOWELL-He occapied the
saie ])sition on the Tines at that
time as Mr. Decelles now occupies on
the Minerve. He was editor of the
paper of which ho is now proprietor.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-It
has never occurred to us to grumble
,or complain about _Mr. Burgess, or to
talk of cancelling his contract because
he was editor of the Times; and I am
exceedingly sorry that that course has
been pursued with reference to Mr.
Decelles. As far as he is concerned,
however, I think le is well out of it.
It is quite certain that he would be
worried all the time, that lie would
not get fair play ; and that the con-
tract would ho a ruinous one to him..
But what surprised me was the conduct
,of the President of the Council. I do
not deal with the Committee atall, but

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

only with the hon. gentleman as a
member, by what is said in the House.
It is stated here that ho was in charge
of a report which was unanimously
adopted, and it was his duty to lay it
before the House ; but he kept it in
bis pocket two days contrary to his
duty as Chairman of the Committee.

Hon. Mr. CA UCIION-That is not
the fact.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Well.
how long did the hon. gentleman keep
it?

lon. MIr. CAUCHON---Go on ; don' t
be in a hurrv.

Sir JOHN A. IACDONALD-Per-
haps it was forty-seven hours and three-
quarters. That was not r'espectful to
the Committee, and by so acting the
lion. gentleman forgot his duty to the
Comnittee and this Iouse. What is
the reason ? There is sonething be-
hind this. My hon. friend is always
energetic in performing bis duties; I
have known him a long time, and no
one understands his duties better thant
he. If hesinr-e I in this instance it
was not from ignorance, because he
knew it was his duty to lay that report
before the first meeting of this Ilouse.
But the hon. gentleman kept the report
in his pocket two days after the Ilouse
met. If ho had nioved it in its place
the Ilouse would have adopted it
unanimously. But in the meantime it
was not denied that Mr. Decelles had
got the contract, or had been promisecd
it so far as the Comnittee could pro-
mise. It is alleged that certain mem-
bers of this House went to Mr. Decelles
and said-my hon. friend stated it on
his own responsibility-" You must
employ so-and-so, and give them so
mach, $4 a day." Mr. Decelles, how-
ever, said " I won't do it; I am am re-
sponsible for this work, and I will
engage my own people ;" and because
he could not be induced to purchase
the support of those hon. gentlemen,
pressure was brought to bear upon the
lon. President of the Council which, no

doubt, ho greatly regrets. It puts this
House in rather an inglorious positiou,
and is doing a great injustice to-
Mr. Decelles, who is in effect punished
for his politics, and punished because
he happens to be a Conservative.
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M-r. DEVLIN-I am surprised at
the effort made on the part of the
Opposition to impugn the motives of
the members on this side of the Hlouse.
During the whole time they were in
.office those who were opposed to them
,had no chance of receiving any emi-
ploynient. If voi look at the various
tGovernment offices in existence at
Ottawa to-day, you will n'ot find one
that is not tilled with partisans of the
hon. gentleman who has just spoken,
anid 1 believe I am correct in stating
that not one has ever been 1emoved.
Although the hon. genleman tells
this HIouse that the pirson in whose
behalfie has spoken was p)unished for
partizanship, I think he is mistaken.
The record of the Government in this
respect is above suspicion. The Minis-
try have on more than one occasion
incurred the eensure of their friends
for uneglecting th interest of those
who have supported them in times
past and looking at the thing fairly
raid ,quarely they should prefer tieir
firiends to those who stand opposed to
thei. That is my doctrine. Whei-
cver I an called upon to give a vote
I shall always record it in favour of
muy friends in preference to my oppo-
nlents. I shall, therefoire, support the
jo)rition taken by the louse on this
question.

Mr. BLAIN -The position 1aken

by both sides of this House is not a
proper one. I tried to point out
that no man should be put in a posi-
tion where there is the possibility of a
conflict between his feelings and
duties; and I have no hesitation in
saying, now, that he who reports the
debates of the House ought not to be
employed ; and that this man, who
controls a Conservative paper, ought
not to have this contract. if we desire
to keep those people as they ought to
be kept-men of independence, men
who will follow any walk of duty that
may be before them-we ought not to

ut them in a double position of that
kind. Both sides of the House are now

attempting to shield partizans at the
expense of the Government. I think,
Sir, that both these gentlemen ought
tD be dismissed.

Mr. DELORME-I think a wrong
idea has been formed on this question.
Motives have been imputed upon the

other side that are not borne out by
the circumstances. Where is the re-
sponsibility? The contract for trans-
lating last session was not well filled
indeed, so indifferntly that members
determained there should be a change
this year. A number of us decided to
place the work in the hands of the
French translators who are respon-
sible to this House. This was the real
reason which induced the change.

lon. Mr. BLANCIET-I hope the
President of the Council will not resist
the appeal made to hii. I receive
nearly every day letters fromn my con-
stituents and friends asking me to send
theni copies of the Repoi-t. I could
only reply, I have ) Vrench copies.'
The President of the Council is respon-
sible for this delay. There is some-
thing suspicious about this thing. (One
day M. Decelles is the best nian the
Committee could choose. Even a good
Irishman is put aside when lie offers
to do it for ninety cents, on tlie prin-
ciple, I suppose, that "No Irish need

pply." I voiiul like to kcnow why Mr.
Decelos has so ehanged fromi pure
geold to lead. I have evei- confidence
lu the reporter of the 1ouse, who is
the editor and owner of a Ministerial
newspaper, and it is admitted that Mr.
Decelles has the intelligence, educa-
tion, honesty and industr- required for
the translation ofthe debates. Perhaps
the hon. member for L'Islet ean tell us
why the French population of Quebec
are deprived so long of reports of our
debates in their own language. I ap-
peal strcngly to the President of the
Council to give us sorne explanations.

The members were then called in,and
the amendment was carried on the foi-
lowing division:

TES:

Messieurs.

Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Barthe,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Bigger,
Blackburn,
Blair,
Blake,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourissa,
Bowman,
Boyer,

Hliginbothan,
Holton,
Herton,
Huntington,
Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Killam,
Kirk,
Laflammne,
Laird,
Lajoie,
i anderkin,
Langlois,
Macdougall (Elgin),
McDougali (Renfrew),
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Brouse,
Burk,
Burpe. (St John),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cauchon,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cockburn,
Cook,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
De St. Georges,
Devlin,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fise t,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Gibson,
Gillmor,
Gordon,
Goudge,
Hagar,
Hall,

MacKay (Cape-Breton)
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
McGregor,
McLeod,
McNab,
Metealfe,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Poser,
Richard,
Rlobillard,
Ross (Prince-Edward),
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider
Stirton,
Thibaudeau,
Trow,
Vail,
Workman,
Yeo,
Youlng -96

NAYs :

Messieurs.

Baby, MeDougall(TlreeRiv.
Bannatyne, McKay (Colchester),
Blanchet, Macmillan,
Bowell, MeGallum,
Cameron (Cardwell), McQuade,
Cameron (Victoria), Masson,
Caron, Mitchell,
Cimon, Moffat,
Colby, Monteith,
Coupal, Montplaisir,
Currier, Mousseau,
Cuthbert, Ouiet,
Desjardins, Palmer,
Dewdney, Iinsonneault,
Domville, Platt,
Farrow, Plomb,
Ferguson, Pope,
Flesher, Robinson,
Fraser, Robitaille,
Gaudet, Rochester,
Gui, Roscoe,
Haggart, Rouleau
HarwNood, Short,
Hurteau, Stephenson,
Jones (Leeds), Tbompson (Cariboo),
Kirkpatrick, lupper,
LangeviM, Wallace (Norfolk),
Lanttiier, White (Hastings),
Litte White (Renfrew),
MacdoualdM(Kingston), Wood,
Macdonald (Toronto), Wright (Ottawa),
McDonald(Cape-Bret.) Wright (ontiac).-64.

It being Six o'clIý>ck, tâe llo-ùýe took

rMasson,

Mon. Mr. BLANCHET.

AFTER RECESS.

DAMAGE TO LAND BY THE GRAND RIVER.

Mr. McCALLUM resumed, the ad-
journed debate on his proposed motion
for an Order of the House for corres-
pondence on the subject of damages
caused to lands along the Grand River
by raising the water in the upper level
of the Welland Canal. He said: The
motion placed in vour hands is in refer-
once to a grievance of the people I
have the honour to represent in this
House. They have suffèred largelv by
the negligence of the Governneint in
this matter, particularly those farmers
and )ropertv-holders in the townships
of Moulton, Dun and CarborouIh, in
ionk, as well as those living in the
townships of South and North Cayuga,
in Haldimand. They suffer by having
a large portion of their farms covered
with water during the summer months,
and by laving tleir roads injured, their
bridges washed away, and being put to
a great deal of inconvenience in other
ways. The Corporation of the village
of Dunville lias also suffèred in this
respect, having been put to the expense
of building an enbankment along the
Grand River for a long distance, to
keep the water out of the town. In
1870 or 1871 the Governiment, through
neglect in not having sufficient vaste
wires to carry off the water, caused a
great deal of damage in the town by
the rapid rise of the water. The loss
was heavy, and the people applied to
the Government from time to time for
compensation, but got none. Last
year the Government sent survey-
ors and valuators to value and re-
port upon the extent of the loss,
and I do not see any good rea-
son,nor have I heard any expressed,why
theso people should not have rceived
their money long ago. Somne people
say that the settlement of this mnatter
was kept back for political purposes,
but I do not charge the Government
with doing it with that object, althougli
it has done duty at the election in
favour of the Government candidate.
It has been arguel by supporters of
the lion. gentleman opposite, that if
the people wanted to get justice in the
niatter of land danages, they must
support the Governmnent candidate. I
know it had an influence on the elec-
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tion favourable to the Ministerial can-
didate, but not sufficient to' send him to
this House. But I do charge the
Government with negligence and 'n-
difference in this matter; and I am
surprised that I do not see a sum
placed in the estimates for the pay-
ment of these damages. I do not
clarge them with doing wrong in rais-
ing the water in the Grand River, or in
this reservoir, as it was necessary for
the purpose ýof supplying the Welland
,Canal with water for manufacturing as
well as navigation. But whileI ap-
prove of what they did in that regard,
I cannot admit that they were justified
in doing an injustice to a few idividuals
for the benefit of the public without
offering some compensation. I trust
they will grant an arbitration in this
matter, in order to remove the just
grievances of the people.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government would take the necessary
steps to ascertain the amount of damage,
if any, and the matter would be dealt
with at the proper tinie and in the
proper manier.

Mr. McCALLUIMI said the sooler
this grievance was removed the better.
The people were as law-abiding as any
in the country, but he would not be
responsible fbr the result if this in-
justice were continued. There was
also a grievance against the late
Government. In 1870 or 1871 a large
amount of damage was caused in
Dunnville by an overflow of the river.
He wanted the Goverment to grant an
arbitration to those people to sec what
damage they had sustained.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
hon. gentleman had no business to
constitute himself champion of these
people at all. He accused the Govern-
ment of injustice, though he knew the
late Ministry, whom ho supported so
zealously, had declined to pay these
people damages. The dam was never
raised by this Government and they
should not have been accused of in-
justice. He (Mr. Mackenzie) had
taken particular steps to have a survey
made to establish water levels and thon
sent valuators to determine the losses
of , property holders. Maps were
prepared and a sum would be
appropriated as soon as possible for
paying the damages.

27

Mr. McCALLUM said in the spring
ing of 1874 this Government had raised
the water in the Grand River from 15
inches to two feet higher than before
because the supply in the Welland
Canal was insufficient, and yet the
Premier asserted that nothing of the
kind had been done under his adminis-
tration.

Hon. Mr. T UPPER said he did not
rise to take part in this debate, but to
enquire what the Premier meant by
saying the hon. member for Monk had
no right to constitute himself the
champion of these people. It was the
duty of any hon. gentleman in this
House to champion the humblest in-
dividual in the Dominion, from one end
to the other, whenever an injustice in
his judgment was done him. The hon.
gentleman's statement was rather too
broad.

After some further discussion the
motion was carried.

WATER NAVIGATION.

Mr. PE RRY renewed his motion that
an Address be presented to His Excel-
lency, for a statement showing what
steps have been taken by the Govern-
ment touching the opening up of steam
communication, in the winter season,
between Prince Edward Island and the
mainland, in accordance with the
ternis of Union between Prince Edward
Island, and the Doniiion of Canada ;
also all correspondence and copies of
contracts with different parties, with
the view of effecting the same.

The motion was carried.

PUBLIC BILLS.

The following Bills were read the
second time and referred to appropriate
standing Committees:-

Mr. WOOD-To amend the Act 37
Vict., chap. 51, intituled " An Act to
authorize the incorporation of Boards
of Trade in the Dominion."

Mr. CHARLTON-To amend the
Act 38 Vict., chap. 42, respecting the
transportation of cattle by railway or
other mode of conveyance within the
Dominion of Canada.

Mr. FORBES-To amend the Act
to make better provision, extending to
the whole Dominion of Canada, respec-
ing the inspection of certain staple
articles of Canadian Produce.
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LICENSING OF ENGINEERS.

Mr. COOK moved the second read-
ing of the Bill to provide for the ex-
ainination and licensing of persons
employed as Engineers elsewhere than
on steamboats.

Mr. SPEAKER-The Bill affects
trade and commerce, and my impres-
sion is it should be introduced by
resolution in Committee of the Wbole.
Last Session a Bill on the same subject,
introduced by the bon. member, was
rnled out for that reason.

Mi. COOK-You refer to another
1Bill. The object of this measure is to
get a competent class of men. I do
not see why it is not in order. It
would have the effect of improving this
class of engineers.

It will also have the effect of creating
a revenue ; I find fron the returns,
that such has been derived yearly from
steamboat inspection. In 1870,
$5,122.11 ; 1871, $2,048.96 ; 1872,
$3,210.43; 1874, $5,311.61; and 1875,
$2,800.12. We do not hear ofaccidents
on steamboats, but a paper is scarcely
taken up that does not contain infor-
mation that a boiler has exploded in
some factory or mill, large numbers of
people being killed. Two years ago
an explosion occurred in a factory at
Picton, and it was proved conclusively
to have been due to the incapacity of the
engineer. Mr. Platt, at the time wrote
congratulating me on the introduction
of a similar Bill, and hoped that it
would not be withdrawn, as it was a
necessary measure. Not only lives are
endangered, but a great amount of pro-
perty is destroyed ; the lives of the
people so exposed should be protected,
and I trust that the Government will
not be hostile to the Bill.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-If the
views of my hon. friend could be
carried out, the effect, I do not doubi,
would be beneficial in many instances ;
but there is a broad distinction to be
drawn between the class of engineers
charged with the care of steamboats,
containing perhaps one thousand pas-
sengers, and those who are simply pro-
prietors of a shingle machine worked
by themselves in some remote part of
The country. It is equally -certain
that we could not reach all the persons

3,r. P0BES,8

mentioned in our legislation ; it woulf
impose a very heavy duty on Govern-
ment officials, a larger staff would be
required, and a tax would become
necessary. I may at once inform my
hon. friend that the Government are
not prepared to adopt his views, be-
cause they believe that they could not
possibly carry them out, and becanse
it would not be well or wise to do so
if they could, to the extent the hon.
gentleman proposes. He cannot, more-
over, as a private member, introduce
a Bill which would levy a tax on any
portion of Her Majesty's subjects, or
dispose of public moneys so obtained ;
and I think, that'having explained his
views, he should be satisfied and with-
draw the measure.

Mr. ROCHESTER-I am sorry to
hear the hon. Premier make this state-
ment, for I think that it is necessary
to have skilled engineers in mills
and factories as on steamboats. In
many mills from one to three hundred
people are employed, and legislation
in the direction proposed is very ad-
visable.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I took
the ground that this was a matter re-
garding which we cannot competently
legislate, but one which I think belongs
the Provincial Legislatures.

Mr. ROCHESTER-I am not pre-
pared to say that it is not constitu-
tional ; but if we cannot take such
action the Local Governments sbould
adopt some measure in this connection.

Mr. MILLS-The hon. gentleman
will notice in the second section of the
British North American Act that such
legislation appertains to the Provincial
Parliaments.

Mr. COOK-Do steamboat inspec-
tors come under the control ofthe Local
Legislatures ?

Mr. MILLS-No; for that is a mat-
ter connected with navigation, but the
engineer of a saw-mill has nothing to
do with commerce.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-I regret the
position taken by the Premier. A few
years ago an accident happened i n
Quebec, owing to the explosion of a
donkey engine, and last summer a man
was killed there, I believe, in conse-
quence of a similar mishap. The hon.
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member for Bothwell will, perhaps, be
able to say whether donkey engines are
controlled by the Dominion or Local
Legislature. Probably by the former,
because they are employed on vessels
and docks. Legislation preventing
accidents would protect the public,
and hence would be very desirable.

Mr. COOK-I must say I was very
much surprised on hearing the remarks
that have fallen from the Premier.

Mr. SPEAKER - Does the hon.
member aillow the matter to stand and
be taken under consideration.

Mr. COOK-I wish to give vent to
a few remarks regarding the discussion
that has alieady taken place.

I am very much surprised at the
attitude of the Premier. If he
is not aware that there are larger
establishments than shingle mills in
this conuiy, where steam engines
are used, requiring the services
of competent engineers, I will inform
him on the subject. Mills exist where
from 150 to 200 men are engaged, and
a very large number are employed in
other factories. I imagine the Premier
willrecollect that last year he had the
boilers in this building inspected by the
Chairman of the Board of Inspectors.
It was then discovered that they were
very rusty, and if they had been
subjected to a heavy pressure the
consequences might have been dis-
astrous, while the House vas in
Session. These facts are incontro-
vertible, and under these circum-
stances, and when the Government
fruds it necessary to employ in asylums
and other publie buildings engineers
furnished with certificates, I do not sec
why this should not be generally
required. I hope that the technical
objection taken will be dropped, and
that the measure will be allowed to
become law. The tax would be light
and a revenue would be created.

Mr. COCKBURN-The law pro-
posed would be a hardship upon many
small establishments. I have been re-
quested by parties throughout the coun-
try to state that they are not prepared
for such a regulation, which should be
deferred until the public is educated up
to the proper point. If the Bill is not
withdrawn I must vote against it.

27½

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think
the hon. gentleman from North Simeoe
did not understand the latter portion of
my remarks. I doubted whether this
louse was competent to deal with this

subject. I do not at present think
that we can do so. I moreover ques-
tioned the policy of going so far as the
hon. gentleman proposes, even if it
were within our power.

Mr. COOK-Under the circuni-
stances I will leave the matter over for
further consideration and may bring it
up agan.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
think my hon. friend who introduced
this Bill must sec that there is no use
in keeping it on the paper. The Hon.
First Minister says he opposes it in
the first place on the ground that this
House has no jurisdiction, and in the
second place, thët if the House had
jurisdiction it ought not to pass the Bill.
Under such circumstances it seems
hopeless to keep it on the paper. I
am inclined to concur with the view
taken by the hon. member for Both-
well, that this is a matter for local
legislation.

Mr. ROCIIESTER-If the Premier
has decided eorrectly, that this House
has nojurisdietion, I should say nolliig
more about it. There is, however, a
great deal to be said in favour of the
measure, and I think it will be well to
let it remain on the paper.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) mov-
ed the adjournment of the debate.

The motion was carried.

THE NXTIONAL EXCHANGE CO.

On motion of Mr. Scatcherd, the Bill
to incorporate the National Exchange
Co., was read the second time, and re-
ferred to the Select Standing Commit-
tee on Banking and Commerce.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS OF PENITENTI-
ARIES. .

The House thon went into Commit
tee on Bill No. 2-An Act to provide
for the appointment of Assistant In-
spectors of Penitentiaries in Manitoba
and British Columbia. (Resolution
reported from Committee of the Whole
on Friday, 25th February, referred).

Mr. Scatcherd took- the Cha r.
The Committee rose and reported

Rouutine Buénss.



360 Routine

the Bill, which was read the third time
and passed.

CRIMINAL STATISTICS.

The House went into Committee on
Bill No. 3-An Act to make provision
for Collection and Registration of the
Criminal Statistics of Canada. (Reso-
lutions reported from Conmittee of
Whole on Friday, 25th February, re-
ferred).

Mr. Scatcherd took the Chair.

DUTY ON TEA,

The Committee rose and reported.
Hon. Mdr. MITCHELL moved an

Address to his Excellency the Gover-
nor General for copies of all corres-
pondence or communications since the
lst day of January, 1874, between the
Goveriniment oi atnadia or any of the
Departments or otficers thereof and
Merchants and other parties, if any
there be, relating to the changes in the
duties on tea, an(d asking for or relating
to compouisation resulting from such
changes, together with a statement in
detail ot al duties refanded on teas,
with the nanes of the parties to whom
the refund was made.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE-There is no
objection to the first part of the resolu-
tion, but.there is no correspondence..

The motion was earried.

PIER AT BAIE ST. PAUL.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an
Address to Ris Excellency the Gover-
nor General, praying that bis Excel-
lency will cause to be laid before this
Hionourable flouse:

1st. Copy of the contract between
the Government and Mr. Adolphe
Gagnon, for the construction of a pier
or piers at Baie St. Paul;

2nd. Copies of the correspondence
between the Government and the said
Adolphe Gagnon and others in con-
nection with such contract.

3rd. Copies of all claims or accounts
presented by the said Adolphe Gagnon,
or by any other person in his name,
for indemnity in this case;

4th. Copies of all Orders in Council
or Departmental Orders referring this
claim or this açcount to the Official
Arbitrators ;

5th. Copies of the award of the said
Mr. JROCUESTER.

Arbitrators and the papers accompany-
ing it, and of all Orders in Council or
Departmental orders giving effect to
each award.

The motion was carried.

QUEBEC CITADEL.

Mr. CARON moved an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General
for: lst. Copies of all contracts
between the Government and any
person or company for the execution
of work at the Citadel of Quebec in
1874 and 1875; 2nd. Copies of all
arrangements, made with a contractor
or contractors, or with a superintend-
ent or overseer, or superintendents or
overseers, for the execution of any
portion ofthe said works; 3rd. Copies
of the pay lists, showing the sum paid
to each overseer, superintendent, work-
man, &c., for the execution of such
work, the number of workmen, over-
seers, and superi ntendents, employed
eac week, and the total cost of such
work during the year ending the 31st
December, 1874, and the total cost for
the following year.

The motion was carried.

DISALLOwANCE OF PROVINCIAL
STATUTES.

Mr. MILLS moved an Address to His
Excellency the Governor General, for
all correspondence with the Colonial
Secretary on the sukject of the exercise
of the power of disallowance of the
Provincial Statutes. In doing so he
said:-

I need say but very little in reference
to this motion. It will be remembered
we had this subject up last Session for
discussion. The late Colonial Secre-
tary, Lord Kimberly, on one occasion
directed the Governor General to exer-
cise the power of disallowance regard-
less of the advice of his Ministers. I
think that the general opinion ex-
pressed in the flouse last Session was
that the advice was bad advice and
unconstitutional. I think an hon. gen-
tleman who moved a resolution respect-
ing it last year withdrew it because it
was then under consideration between
the Government and the Colonial.
Office. I now move for the corres-
pondence.

The motion was carried.

Business.(COMMONS.]
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INSPECTOR OF WEIGIITS AND MEASURES
FOR CHARLEVOIX.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an-
Address to lis Excellency the Gov-
ernor General for copies of the com-
mission appointing Mr. Henry Si-
mard. Inspector of Weights and
Measures for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Charlevoix - and of the
oath taken by him as such Inspector,
and of the date of such oath.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-There has
been no commission, and there was
no oath as far as we know.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-It appeared
in the Official Gazette, but I will with-
draw my motion.

MONTREAL CUSTOM HOUSE sUPERANNU-
ATIONS.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General, for a Return of the
names and ages of all employes
of the iMontreal Custom House who
have been superannuated within the
last two years, with causes of such
superannuation; names of all per-
sons who have been taken into the
Public Service during the same period
in connection with the Montreal Custom
House, whether as permanent em-
ployes or as supernumaries, and the
salary paid to each, and for what period,
and showing whether they are still
employed.

The motion was carried.

SIX NATION INDIANS.

Mr. PATERSON moved an Address
to His Excellency the Governor General
for all correspondence which has taken
place between the Council of the Six
Nation Indians and the Indian Depart-
ment, with reference to the payment of
accrued interest moneys which belong
to them and which have been added to
their general fund; and also for a state-
ment showing the amount of said
interest moneys.

He said: I may remark that the
lion. Minister of the Interior is not in
his place, but some of his colleagues
may give the information. The motion
refers to a matter with which I am some-
what conversant. I may mention that
the correspondence is of this nature:
The Six Nation Indians have $800,O00

invested by the Government. During
the past thirty years there have been
large sums of money, by way of accrued
nterest, which have been paid to the

Government, and which, instead of
having been paid to the Indians as they
are entitled to, have been merged in
their general fund. They have con-
tracted debts with merchants,
and they now desire to pay
these debts. They have memorialized
the Government asking that the
amount of accrued interest be paid
them in order to do so. I have taken
this opporunity of pressing the matter
upon the notice of the Government, in
order that they shall concede what isjust
and right, bearing in mind the fact
that the Indians are asking for their
own money, fnot the public money.
They do not ask that the general fund
should be trenched u)oii in the least,
but they ask for the accrued interest,
to enable them to pay their debts as
honest men. The amount they require
is about $75,000; they feel per-
suaded that there is that amount of
money due them, but it is not known
exactly. I have asked for a statement
of this accrued interest, but it will
necessitate a great deal of trouble to
the Department. I will say on be-
balf of the Indians that they will be
perfectly satisfied if their request for
$75,000 is granted. I would ask that
the Minister of the Interior should
have the statement furnished as soon
as possible, so that I may be in a posi-
tion to convey back some answer to
them on my return from the House.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-My bon. friend,
the Minister of the Interior, has no
objection to.the adoption of the motion
with this alteration : "together with an
approximate statement," instead of
"statement." The hon. gentleman will
observe that there is great difficulty in
making out the accrued account, and
for the present an approximate state-
ment will answer.

The motion was carried.

DREDGING THE MIRAMICHI RIVER.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, for copies of instructions
given to the officer in charge of the
steam dredge employed clearing the bar
at the entrance of the Miramichi River,
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with all r3ports from the officer in
charge or pairties under him, as to the
amount of work done in that locality ;
stating the number of bars removed,
and the character of the material; the
depth to which the channel has been
deepened, and the width thereof; the
length of the cutting or dredging yet
to be done ; also stating the contem-
plated depth and width to which the
Governnent propose to improve said
channel; the number of days during
which such vessel has been actually at
work ; also copies of the report or
reports of the engineers or other
officers, on which such improvements
are based, and the depth of water which
it is proposed to obtain ; also the
amount already expended on such work,
with an estimate ofthe amount required
to complete it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I have no
objection to the informotion as far as
we can furnish it.

The motion was carried.

EMPLOYÉS OF MONTREAL CUSTOM
HOUSE.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved an
address to lis Excellency the Governor
General for a Return of the names and
ages of all employés of the Montreal
Custom House who have been super-
annuated within the last two years,
with causes of such superannuation ;
names of all persons who have been
tàken into the Publie Service during
the same period in connection with the
Montreal Custom House, whether as
permanent employés or as supernu-
meraries, the salary paid to each,
and for what period, and showing
whether they are still employed.

The motion was carried.

THE STEEL RAILS PURCHASE.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General for a return of copies of all
correspondence relating to the contracts
entered into by the Goverment of
Canada, or any Department thereof,
for the purchase of Steel Rails in the
year 1874, including correspondence,
if any, with parties before the adver-
tisement for tenders; copies of all the
advertisements and names of news-
papers in which they were published,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

with"date of first insertion in each of
them ; all correspondence on the sub-
ject of further delay in the time
of receiving tenders ; copies of all
advertisements postponing the time
for receiving tenders, with the name
of newspapers in which such notice
was published; copies of all tenders
received for the supply of steel rails
with all correspondence in relation to
them and names of persons by whom
or through whom such tenders were
submitted or made; all correspondence
with any of the parties tendering, as to
the quantity of rails to be supplied by
them; copies of all contracts entered into
and of all correspondence relating to
them ; copies of contracts for the tran-
sport of steel rails from Montreal to
the different parts of the Dominion, with
any changes made in such contracts
and correspondence relating to such
changes at the time the contracts were
entered into, with a statement of the
dates of payment of all moneys on such
contracts, the present location of the
rails and all charges for transport or
storage of the same.

The motion was carried.

PACIFIC RAILWAY AND TELEGRA.PH.

Milon. Mr. LANG-EVIN moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General for a statement showing
the amount which the Government of
Canada have agreed to pay or have
already paid under each contract pass-
ed between the Government and any
individual or company for the execu-
tion of any portion of the work on the
Pacific Railway or the line of telegraph,
or of any other work in relation to the
said railway; also the total amount
of such different sums.

The motion was carried.

ST. LAWRENCE CANALS.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General for a statement showing
the amount which the Government of
Canada have agreed to pay or have
already paid under each contract pass-
ed between the Government and any
individual or company for the execu-
tion of any portion of the works re-
quired for the enlargement of the St.
Lawrence Canals, including the Wel-
land and Lachine Canals, since the re-
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port of the last Commission appointed
to examine the question, also the total
amount of such different sums.

The motion was carried.

MAILS AT FATHER POINT.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, for a return of
copies of the circulars sent to ship-
building firms for the construction of
a steam tender to transport mails from
Father Point to the ocean steamers ;
all correspondence with any parties in
relation to the same, and a statenent
of the names of all parties or firns to
whom such circulars were sent with
the tenders received; the date of the
acceptance of Messrs. Cantins' tender,
and a copy of the contract entered into
with them.

The motion was carried.

MR. SIIEA'S CLAIM.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved that the
return of correspondence between the
Government and the Hon. Ambrose
Shea, laid on the table of this House,
be referred to a Select Committee, con-
sisting of Messrs. Caron, Workman,
Blain, Brouse and the mover. The
lhon. gentleman said: I do not intend
to detain the House further than to
say that the object.,of this Committee
is to examine into and report to the
House, the claim which Hon. Mr. Shea
prefers against the Government for
moneys expened by him in procuring
and forwarding labour to this Dominion
at the time when the construction of
the Intercolonial Railway was first
undertaken. He claims that from an
understanding with the Commissioners
he was induced to spend a very con-
siderable sum of money for the purpose
of so cheapening the labour as to enable
the contracts to be performed for any-
thing like the sum for which they were
originally undertaken. The object of
the Committee is to hear what evidence
can be produced in this relation,
and to make a report to the bouse
of the testimony to be given, with such
suggestions as the Committee may have
in their power to offer. The Hon. First
Minister, I believe, has no objection to
the Committee.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--As the
lion. gentleman has correctly stated, I

i have agreed to the appointment of this
Committee. I did so with a great deal
of reluctance, as it is one of those very
dangerous Conmittees, which are en-
trusted to a certain extent with looking
iito personal grievances which involve
the payment cf money by the country.
Occasions, howcver, arise now and
then-there have been several since I
entered Parlianient-which seea to
justify at least sone investigation.
lu agreeing to this Comiittee I have
not coaniitted inyself to any promise
to abide by the report they may
make, but from the evidence which
the hon. gentleman has laid be-
fore me of what took place be-
tween menibers of the latc Government
and officials connected with the Inter-
colonial Railway, I think it is but jus-
tice to him to allow the enquiry to
take piace, the Government reserving
the righc to do with this matter as the
public interests demand. I deeni this
explanation due to the House, because
it is one of those extraordinary occa-
sions on w-hich Government iay feel
it requisite to depart from the exact
routine observable in the disposition
of public moneys.

The motion was carried.

DISMISSAL OF MR. COLLET.

Mr. FRECHETTE moved an Ad-
dress to bis Excellency the Governor
General for all correspondence and
documents relating to the dismissal of
Mr. Collet as Postmaster of St. Henry,
in the County of Lévis.

The motion was carried.

FIsHING LICENSES IN ONTARIO.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved for an
Order of the House for a return of all
licenses to fish with hoop and trap
nets issued during 1875 for the Pro-
vince of Ontario ; all petitions and
communications to and with the Min-
ister or the Department of Marine and
Fisheries in favour of or opposing the
use of such nets ; and reports, &c.,
showing the effect of the system of
fishing with hoop and trap nets on the
quantity of fish in the waters where
such nets are used.

The motion was carried.

IMPORTS OF GYPSUM.

Mr. GOUDGE-I beg to move that an
Address be presented to His Excellency
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the Governor General for a return of
alt gypsum or plaster of paris import-
ed fioni the United States into Canada,
giving the ports or places whence im-
ported, as also the ports in Canada
where entered; the quantity entered
in aicrude state; that entered as ground
for purposes of manure ; that en-
tered as ground for purposes of manu-
facture; that entered as calcined plas-
ter; also at what prices entered; the
rate of duty upon each class, and the
amount of duty colleeted from the
same.

The motion was carried.

MILITIAMEN oF 1812.

Mr. ROULEAU-I beg to move that
an Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General for a
statement showing the names, occupa-
tions and places of residence of the
-persons who made application as mili-
tiamen of 1812 for the pension granted
to such inilitiamen, and who have
not obtained sucb pension, with the
reasons for the refusal thereof.

The motion was carried.

TORONTO HARBOUR.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)-I
beg to move that an Order of the House
do issue for copies of instructions issued
by the Public Works Department to
any engineer regarding the survey of
Toronto Harbour; also copies of all
reports made to the Government,
showipg the present state of the
Barbour or suggesting additional works
to preserve it from destruction.

The motion was carried.

REMISsION OF DUTIES UPON TEA.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I beg to
move for an Order of the House for a
return of all remissions or refunds of
duties on tea at the ports of Montreal
and Halifax during the past year:
specifying the duties of such remission
or refunds; the parties to whom made ;
with all correspondence, minutes of
Treasury Board, and Orders in Council
thereon ; also the naies of parties
from whom bonds were taken for the
duties on such tea, in cases where the
Bame were finally remitted.

The motion was carried.

Mr. GOUDGE

ONS.]• Business.

FISHERY LICENSES.

Mr. BABY-I move that an order of'
the House do issue for all papers and
correspondence between the Depart-
ment of Marine and Fisheries and L. J.
Loranger, Esq., Fishery Overseer, or
any other person, in relation to licenses
granted or refused to parties wishing to
fish in the lakes comprised within the
limits of the Counties of Terrebonne,
Montcalm, Joliette and Berthier; and
of all instructions given to the said L.
J. Loranger ; and also for a statement
showing the names of all persons to
whom such licenses have been granted,
and on what conditions they were so
granted.

The motion was carried.

IMPORTS AND EXPORTs OF THE NORTH--
WEST TERRITORIES.

Mr. SCHULTZ-I move that an Ad-
dress be presented to His Excellency
the Governor General, for a statement
showing imports during the fiscal year
1874-75 into the North-West Terri-
tories through ports on the Hudson
and James Bay together with exports
from the same; names of, and remu-
neration paid to persons employed by
the Governient at the said ports, to-
gether with instructions furnished
them by the Government and reports
made by them to tlie Custom's Depart-
ment.

My object is to elicit information on
a point of great interest to the Prov-
ince of Manitoba-an indirect interest,
perhaps, at present, since the boundary
is being established between the North-
West Territories and Ontario. The
ProvincialLegislature haveshown their
disposition to request, and the Dom-
inion Government an inclination to
grant the extension of the eastern
boundary to the Province of Ontario ;
therefore all information which can be
given without prejudice to the arbita-
tion in progress I very much desire to
obtain.
. Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It will not
be convenient to bring down some
recent correspondence with the
arbitrators appointed by the two Gof-
ernments; and there is nothing else, I
think, of any particular interest to the
hon. gentleman or the district he parti-
cularly represents, in this connection,
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making it desirable to bring down
incomplete correspondence. Former
papers which were published, and the
report of the Commissioners of the two
Governments, are already before the
public, and I think it would be better if
the hon. gentleman should withdraw
his motion for the present.

Mr. SCHULTZ-If the legal points
in question are in print I would like
to obtain a copy; though this matter
is not included in the motion, I would
like to have all the information
possible.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Iunderstand
that a very interesting report has been
-made by an eminent gentleman who
has investigated the subject; it is in
print.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That re-
port will be distributed.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-That is what
I suggest-that it should be distri-
buted.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It will be.
The motion was withdrawn.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY WORKS AT
RIMOUSKI.

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN-I move for
an Order of the House to issue for copies
of all correspondence which may have
been had between private individuals
or corporations and the Government of
Canada in relation to the offices, work-
shops and works of the Intercolonial
Railway at Rimouski.

The motion was carried.
The Flouse adjourned at thirty-five

minutes past Nine p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

- FRIDAY, March 3rd.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.

PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. RYMAL moved that the time
for receiving petitions for Private
Bills be extended ten days.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE thought it
would be well there should be a thorough
understanding in the House that
while they consented to this motion

there should be no further extension.
If the new rules should be finally
adopted by the Flouse, they would
make it impossible to have even this
extension for the future.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD quite
agreed with this view. At the same
time the hands of Parliament could not
be tied by a rule. He thought, how-
ever, the understanding after this ex-
tension should be that an exceptionally
strong case must be made out before
an appeal could be made to the louse
for the introduction of a Private Bill
after the proper time had expired.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were introduced
and read the first time:-

Mr. WOOD-To extend the time for
the commencement and completion
of the Great Western and Lake Ontario
Shore Railway, and for other purposes.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria)-To in-
corporate the Mutual Insurance Com-
pany of Canada.

Mr. WOOD-To extend the time for
the commencement and completion
of the Canada and Detroit River
Bridge, and for other purposes.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)-To
authorize the shareholders of the Per-
manent Building and Savings Society to
change the name of said Society.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON (on behalf of
Mr. Workman)--.-To amend the Act
incorporating the Credit Foncier du
Bas Canada.

Also,--To amend the Act incorpor-
ating the Canada Shipping Co.

Also,--To incorporate the Trust
Company of Canada.

Mr. SCATCHERD (on behalf of
Mr. Thomson of Welland)-To amend
the Act incorporating the Clifton Sus-
pension Bridge Company.

Mr. YOUNG-To make certain
amendments to the Charter of the
Canada Landed Credit Company.

Mr. IRVING-Act respecting the
capital of the Great Western Railway
Company, and for the capitalization of
certain charges and liabilities.

Mr. JETTE-To incorporate the
Royal Albert Bridge Company.

Also,-To amend the Act incorporat-
ing the Canada Gas Lighting Company.

[MRCH 3, 1876.]-Routine
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CASK MARKS.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-I move that on
Tuesday next the House go into Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider the
following resolution:
That it is expedient to extend the Acts 36 Vic-

toria Chapter 47, respecting Weights and Mea-
sures, and the Act 38 Victoria Chapter 36, res-
pecting the marking of casks containing mer-
chantable liquids with their respective capac-
ity, and the Act 36 Victoria Chapter 48,
to provide for the inspection of Gas and
Gas Meters, to the Province of Prince Edward
Island, including in such extension the powers
given to the Governor in Council to make
tariffs of fees for services performed in carry.
ing the said Acts into effect; and to repeal
such Acts of the Legislature of the said Prov-
ince as may be inconsistent with the said Act§;
Such extension to take place from and after a
tine to be named in the Bill to be introduced
for the purposes aforesaid.

The motion was carried.

DOMINION LANDS ACT.

Hon. Mr. L IRD-I move that on
Tuesday next the House go into Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider certain
resolutions providing for the amend-
ment of the Dominion Lands Act, with
the object of transferring highways in
the Province vested in the Dominion
Administration, to the Local Govern-
ment.

The inotion was carried.

MANITOBA SUBSIDY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I move
the House will on Tuesday next resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole to
consider the following Resolution:

That inder the circumstances appearing
in the Minute of Council of 26th October, 1875,
upon the Finances of Manitoba, laid before the
House, it is expedient that Canada shonid pay
as a temporary annual grant to that Province
the sum of $26,746.96 yearly by semi-annual
instalments, being the amount necessary in
order to raise its revenue derivable from
Canada to $90,000. Such grant to commence
from the 1st day of July, 1875, and to continue
until the close of the year 1881.

The motion was carried.

PRECEDENCE OF GOVERNMENT MEASURES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
during the remainder of the Session
Government measures shall have prece-
dence on Thursdays.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
hope that my hon. friend will not press
this motion at a period so early in the
Session, as it would have the effect of

Mr. JETTE.

depriving in a measure independent
members, who take an interest in the
general administration of affairs, from
contributing their fair quota. If I re-
member aright, my hon. friend moved
an adjournment at six o'clock last
Monday, and I do not doubt that he
had important matters to which he was
compelled to give attention elsewhere;
and on two other occasions during the
Session, hon. members generally 'had
pressing engagements, while the House
did not sit on Wednesday. I think
that the hon. gentleman will allow us
another week or ten days at all events.
Our Sessions are all short now-a-days,
and the circumstances are not the same
as before Confederation, when they
continued for three months and some-
times three and one-quarter or four.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I will do
this; I will not ask for the first Thurs-
day after six o'clock. I am desirous of
having some of our measures sent to
the other branch of the Legislature as
soon as possible; and this might have
been accomplished last night, had not
the hon. gentleman rather objected to
proceeding with certain Bills. Our
only desire is to facilitate the progrese
of business, and to endeavour to afford
every possible accommodation to inde-
pendent members having measures be-
fore the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-It so
happens that this arrangement will
not suit independent members, for I
understand that after six o'clock
notices of motion cannot be proceeded
with while publie Bills and orders are
few in number, and there are a great
many notices of motion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - I will
then take the evening, and give up
the afternoon.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-This
reminds me of the story of the hunts-
man and the Indian; the former said-
" I take the deer and you take the tur-
key ; or I take the turkey and you to
the deer." There is too much of the
turkey about this proposition. If the
whole of next Thursday were given as
it would be better.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Then I will
not press for the first Thursday but
take the second.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD--We
have all but one object--to despatch
business as quickly as possible. I re-
gret that the Government did not in-
troduce three or four Bills in the Upper
House, as the latter might have thus
been kept out of mischief, for it is
said that Satin finds mischief for idle
hands to do.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I shall
change the motion to read Thursday
after next.

The motion, as altered, was carried.

CRIMINAL STATISTICS.

lIon. Mr. BLAKE--With regard to the
period of the year for making returns,
in connection with the Bill making pro-
visionfor the collection and registration
of criminal statistics in Canada, I feel
that the time I suggested on the occa-
sion of its introduction would be the
most convenient on the whole. The
year proposed is the natural year, and
two months from the end of this
period, the returns would be brought
in, necessitating the postponement of
their presentation to the House until
the Session in the following year.
Apart from this circumstance, the year
adopted in this relation in the largest
Province of the Dominion terminates
on the 30th of September, and I have
concluded to propose to the Ilouse the
alteration of the Bill to this effect. With
that view, I move that it be not now
read the third time, but that the House
go into Committee to make the neces-
sary change.

The motion being carried, the House
went into Committee of the Whole on
the Bill, Mr. Scatcherd in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported,
und the Bill as amended was read the
third time and passed.

Debate on the Budget.
The adjourned debate on the motion

of Mr. Cartwright, " That Mr. Speaker
do now leave the Chair for the House
to go again into Committee of Supply,"
was then resumed.

Mr. YOUNG--The discussion, Mr.
Speaker, of the question of the Budget
and the financial position of the coun-
try

Ion. Mr. TUPPER-I rise to a point
of order. The motion of the Hon.

Finance Minister was met by an amend-
ment that you do not now leave the
Chair. That amendment, after a full
discussion, has been negatived, and I
hold that under the rules of the flouse
the motion must now be put-that no
further debate can take place on the
original motion.

Mr. SPEAKER-The House bas not
resolved that I do now leave the Chair.
That question is still before the fHouse,
and hon. gentlemen who have not yet
spoken on this question are in order.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Let me suggest
the point, Mr. Speaker. The motion
that you do not now leave the Chair
has been negatived. But this question
is a peculiar one. In any other case a
motion being made, and an amendment
moved and negatived, it is competent
to make any other motion; but it is
not competent now to make any other
motion. The question has been decid-
ed by the House in the negative. It
is not competent for any oth er motion
to be made, and consequently the effect
of that motion is that you do now leave
the Chair. I do not want, however, to
demur to the decision.

Mr. SPEAKER-I am satisfied that
the House did not pass a certain amend-
ment, but it has not yet resolved that J
leave the Chair. In the English practice,
questions are put in a very different
way indeed, and in a very much more
Convenient form than here. After it has
been resolved that these words stand
part of the question, no further debate
or action of the House can be per-
mitted, except by a direct vote on the
question. Nevertheless, hon. members
are permitted to speak on almost every
relevant subject. I think the question
that I now leave the Chair is open to
debate, and hon. members who have not
already spoken on that question have
the right to speak.

Mr. YOUNG-The discussion upon
the Budget and the financial position
of the country generally has wandered
awav from that topie to the question
of Free Trade and Protection as our
fiscal policy. Having paid some little
attention to that question, and feeling
that it is assuming a position of great
importance throughout Canada and
has a direct leaning on its future pro-
sperity, I desire to give expression to
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certain conclusions that I have arrived
at with regard to it.

The difficulty of discussing the ques-
tion in this House is that we have no
positive definition of what gentlemen
mean by free trade and protection.
We have certain gentlemen rising,
like my hon. friend for North Norfolk,
in his clever speech the other day, and
arguing in favour of protection, yet
closing with expressing their belief
that 17z per cent. duty was sufficient
protection under the present circum-
stances of the country. Again, we
have other gentlemen who call them-
selves Free Traders who reached the
conclusion that they would not object
to having even 20 per cent. put on
certain classes of articles. Therefore
one difficulty in discussing this sub-
ject on the floor of Parliament is that
gentlemen do not start from the same
point---that we have not the definition
of what is really meant by those two
principles.

The writings of such men as Smith,
Ricardo, and Mills-

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD---Smith
never saw a steam engine.

Mr. YOUNG-That may be true. I
say that the writings of those gentle-
men have been generally accepted
throughout the world---that, provided
all countries would adopt freedom of
trade, the system is best adapted to
promote the wealth of a country. For
my part I hold that, however true
those principles may be in themselves,
you cannot apply them to all countries
without taking into consideration the
geographical, political and other cir-
cumstances of the particular country
to which they are about to be applied.
On this question, as I trust on most
other questions, I am no theorist. I
prefer to look at it from a practical point
of view; and regar ding the position of
Canada, situated as we are, alongside
the United States, and geographically
and politically, to a certain extent,
connected with that country, I think
that the best fiscal policy for the Do-
minion is neither absolute free trade
nor absolute protection. So far as free-
trade, pure and simple, is concerned,
the engagements of the country, the
demands of the public credit render
such a policy as that impossible; and

Mr. YouNG.

I am prepared to say, for one, after
such consideration as I have been able
to give this matter, that I do not be-
lieve free-trade, pure and simple, would
be desirable. On the other handI take
the ground, and hold it most strongly,
that a policy of absolute protection-
of high protective duties-would inflict
the most fatal blow on our interests
that could be inflicted.

An Hon. Member-No one asks for
that.

Mr. YOUNG-Wait until I come to-
that point-I will refer to it. The
Hon. Minister of Finance,in the exceed-
ingly able speech lie made in introduc-
ing the Budget, exhibited to us the
exact financial position of the country
at the present moment. H1e told us
that next year he could not calculate
on a revenue of more than about
$23,000,000 ; whereas last year our
expenditure was close upon $24,000,-
000. It therefore became necessary that
some action should be taken by the
Government to equalize the revenue
and expenditure, for anybody can see
that a deficit under present circum-
stances would be a most unfortunate
thing.

After full consideration of this ques-
tion,the Government arrived at the con
clusion that the true course for them to,
take in the interests of the whole coun-
try was to retrench the public expend-
iture and reduce the amount that
would have to be raised. They might
have increased taxation, but they de-
cided that the true solution of the mat-
ter was to enter on a system of econ-
omy. The leader of the Opposition
said he was surprised, and though the-
hon. member for Cumberland did not
say so, it was apparent he felt sur-
prised at the policy of the Government,
and had come to the House prepared
to censure them for again increasing
taxation and inserting the thin end of
the protection wedge. When I ar-
rived here my impression was that an
increase of taxation would be neces-
sary, and I was prepared to say, look-
ing at the importance cW our manufac-
turing interests and the depression
which undoubtedly exists among thèm,
to approve of the principle on which
our Governments have acted for the
past twenty years being carriéd out,
and that, in adjusting the tariff, mci-
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,ental protection should be given to
our manufactures. I was prepared
even to go a little farther. I would
not have objected to a proposition to
make a small increase, say two and a
half per cent. on those classes of ex-
changeable manufactures which pass
between Canada and the United States,
although I admit there were great dif-
ficulties in the way of carrying out
such a policy. But when it is now
openly avowed that we should depart
from the principle of incidental pro-
tection, and we are asked to tax the
whole community for the benefit of a
few, the question assumes a different
shape, and one dangerous to the best
interests of the country.

Mr. WOOD-Nobody asks that in
the House.

Mr. YOUNG--I will give my hon.
friend a little light on that point just
now. We had a short time ago a meet-
ing of manufacturers in Toronto. I
believe my lion. friends from Hamil-
ton were present, and we know a large
portion of that meeting advocated the
adoption of a retaliatory policy against
the United States. It might be injuri-
ous to say all that might be urged on
that point, and therefore I shall not do
so. But if a retaliatory policy were
taken up in the same spirit in the
United States, a most disastrous blow
might be inflicted upon our agricul-
tural interests.

I hold here a speech delivered by Mr.
Adam Brown, of Hamilton, a gentleman
for whom I have personally very great
respect. He has taken a very promi-
nent part in this agitation, and may be
said to be the mouthpiece of the Pro-
tectionists. He said at the meeting of
the Dominion Board of Trade :--" Let
"us seek to carry out a national policy
." here, which will make our country a
"secure place for capitalists; not a
"policy to be tinkered with every day.
"I abominate the word 'incidental.'
"It may be proctection of a sort-on
"to-day and off to-morrow." It is
very clear, from the fact that this
question is assuming a new phase,
that many are now prepared to go
beyond the reasonable encouragement
of a revenue tariff, and are bent on
forcing on the country the suicidal
proctective policy of the Unitcd

States-are prepared, in fact, to go
the whole hog, bristles and al.
Mr. Brown objected very strongly
two years before to any change
being made in the sugar duties,
so it may be said he wishes us to swal-
low the policy of the United States,
unsweetened even by a little home-
made sugar. Before I leave the point
with regard to economy, allow me to
say I am not surprised that the Right
Hon.Leader of the Opposition expressed
astonishment at the action of the Gov-
ernment. I was surprised myself. I
have watched political affairs in this
country closely since 1854, when the
right hon. gentleman went into power,
and this is the first time I have known
a single Administration honestly en-
deavour to carry out 'l policy of re-
trenchment in every branch of the
public service. I ask any hon. gentle-
men to point to a single instance in
which it was beforc attempted to be
done. It is impossible to do it. From
Confederation till these gentlemen went
out of power, their course was a con-
tinual round of extravagance. They
began with an expenditure, for the or-
dinary administration of affairs, of
$13,000,000, and ended during their
last year with an outlay of nearly $24,-
000,000, having that year increased it
over $4,000,000. No wonder that they
were surprised to find the Governiment
honestly endeavouring to economize the
expenses of the country.

Up to revenue requirements, I for
one have no objection to incidental en-
couragement to our manufactures, but
when we are asked to enter upon pro-
tection for protection's sake, wheii we
are asked to set aside the policy under
which Canada has achieved the proud
position in which she stands to-day, and
to follow the course which had re-
duced the United States to a state of
chronic commercial crisis, we are asked
to do that which would put us not only
in antagonism to the commercial policy
of the Empire, but result in most
serious consequences. If we adopt the
high protective system of that country
-and that is where we would undoubt-
edly be landed if we adopted the prin-
ciple-we will take a course which, in
my humble opinion, will be injurious to
every great interest in this country.
We have in Canada six great inter-
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ests---the lumbering, importing, ship-
ping, farming, manufacturing and
trading, in which I include all traders.
The 1umber, importing and trading in-
terests eould not possibly be benefited
by a protective policy,and when through
its operation our shipbuilders were com-
pelled to pay more for the iron, steel,
copper and cordage which go into their
vessels, instead of being the third or
fourth maritime power in the world,
we would fall to the ninth or tenth.
Look at the effect it would have on the
agricultural interest of this country.
Say what we may, there can be no doubt
that interest is the real foundation of
Canada's prosperity. The effect of a
poliey like this would be that the farmer
would have to pay more for every im-
plement ho uses, nre for all the
clothing he and his family require,
and more in the shape of taxation. It
would reduce the value of every bushel
of grain, every animal, every pound of
butter and cheose and every dozen of
eggs the fariner raised. (Hear, hear).
Hon. gentlemen may say "hear, hear,"
but I refer them to the history and
experience of the United States to
prove the position I take in this
matter. In many parts of that
eountry, to-day, farmers are unable
to make any profit out of their
land, because under a system of
legalized robbery their money has
been legislated into the pockets of
other classes of the community. An
illustration of this is furnished by
Hon. David Wells, of the United
States. a gentleman who is one of the
highest authorities in the world on
this question. I believe 1 am correct
in stating he went into the Treasury De-
partment of the United States a Protec-
tionist, and from the facts he learned
there came to the conclusion
that as a commercial policy pro-
tection was ruinous. In conse-
quence of the large amount of
duty on salt in the United States,
imposed for the benefit of the Onondaga
Company in New York State, Mr.
Wells shows that the western farmer
has to give two bushels of spring wheat
to buy one barrel of salt ; whereas, if
there had been no duty, or only a
moderato one, he could have bought
that barrel of salt for one bushel of
wheat. The farmer was therefore

Mr. YouNG.

forced to give one bushel of wheat as a
present to the salt maker. So it is
with nearly every article the farmer
consumes, and I am prepared to show
if we in this country adopt that prin-
cinciple we cannot help going further,
and you will find that many of the
farmers of Canada will be scareely
able to make more than a bare subsis-
tence. If they are rendered less pro-
sperous, if their purchasing power be
decreased, the markets for our manu-
factures will be largely destroyed---it
will be found we have destroyed the
goose that lays the golden eggs.

Now, Sir, I approach the point in my
argument where I propose to consider
the effect of a high protective policy,
such as exists in the United States,
upon the manufacturing interests of
this country; and it is my opinion, and
has been for many years, founded
upon my observation and experience,
that no policy could be devised which
would be in the end more fatal to
these interests generally than that I
have mentioned.

My hon. friend from Hamilton al-
luded the other day to the fact, that
an important manufacturing interest
existed in my own town and neighbour-
hood, and I am proud to say that Galt
has more manufactures for its size than
probably any other town in the Domin-
ion; and further, that my Riding, as is
shown by the statisties contained in
the late census, turned out more man-
ufactures than any other Riding in
the Dominion with the exception of
those embracing large cities. I shall
not retort with respect to certain re-
marks made by the senior member f£r
Hamilton in the course of his speech,
but I wish to say to the hon. gentle-
man I am never afraid, here or else-
where, to state my views on this or
any other question ; and if the time
should ever come when I ani unable
on the floor of this House to advocate
what my judgment and conscience as-
sure me is right and for the good of
Canada, I shall cease to have any de-
sire to remain in public life.

1 would refer for a moment to the
benefits conferred by manufactures on
a country. Some hon. gentlemen be-
lieve that manufactures of any class,
and whether profitable in themselves
or not, must be a benefit to the com
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munity. I dissent from that opinion.
I consider that they are an advantage-
as is the case with any other interest-
only when they can be carried on with
profit, and show a surplus between re-
venue and expenditure. I go further,
and assert that if any branch of industry
cannot be conducted in Canada with the
incidental protection of a revenue
tariff, one of two things is perfectly
clear; either we do not possess the
natural facilities necessary to its suc-
cess, or the individuals engaged in that
department of trade have not the requi-
site capital andskill. If the former be
true, no one will gain by the existence
of such an industry ; and if the latter
is correct-and we know that this is
the case in many instances to-day-it
is too mnuch to tax the whole commun-
ity in order that incompetent persons
may be kept in an unprofitable call-
ing. I regret, as much as any one,
that our manufactures should be in such
a depressed condition as they are at
present, but other interests occupy a
similar position--such as the mercan-
tile and lumbering interests, &c. I main-
tain, however, that taking the last ten
or twelve years into consideration,
our manufactures have developed as
rapidiy and as largely, and have been
as successful as any other great interest
in this country. All manufacturers do
not, by any means, hold that a high pro-
tective tariff would be beneficial to their
interests ; a large proportion have never
demanded more than reasonable en-
couragement, and I must say that I
have been extremely surprised to find
that many of the men who have corne
to this House to insist the most vehe-
mently upon the adoption of the Amer-
ican system, have been citizens of Mon-
treal who have, during the last ten or fif-
teen years, made large fortunes. What
would be the effect if the advice of
these gentlemen were followed ? In a
verv few years we would have colossal
establishments built up in Montreal
and neighbourhood, which would crush
out by their immense competition the
smaller manufactures in Ontario and
other sections of the country. This
has been largely the result in the
United States, and it would be the
same here.

If are to adopt a high protective
system, we cannot confine it to particu-

lar industries: we must extend it to all ;
and in that case everybody would be
exactly in the position they previously
occupied.

It is quite clear, for instance, that the
iron industry must come under this
head, and I hold that the arguments
in favour of such a course are stronger
with regard to this interest than with
reference to many others. The coal in-
terest must also be protected under
such circumstances; in a very short
time our taxes would be increased,
working men could no longer live on
their present wages ; and in a very few
years our manufacturers would find
that there would be such an increase in
the cost of production that they would
be far less capable of competing with
the manufacturers of Great Britain and
the United States than they are at
the present time under a revenue
tariff. If the principle be once adopt-
ed-that the Government must be re-
sponsible for the success of certain in-
dustries-then, I contend, as soon as
they again become nprosperous, fur-
tber taxation would have to be im-
posed

The hon. members for Hamilton
have said that nobody demands ex-
treme protection, and have admitted
that such a policy has been elsewhere
most disastrous; but I maintain that
when we depet from a revenue tariff
and adopt protection as the principle
of our fiscal legislation, we will have
started upon an inclined plane , and
cannot logically arrest our course short
of absolute prohibition. In a short
time, when further depression occured,
more protection would be demanded,
and the principle being admitted, the
demand could not be resisted. I
accordingly believe that such a policy
in the end would be disastrous to our
manufacturers themselves. If prohibi-
tory duties were adopted, would they
restore prosperity to many of our manu-
factures now depressed ? I answer
No! for the very simple reason that
their want of prosperity is to-day due
to over-production within our own
country. I take as an instance
the boot and shoe trade. I
know that the annual production in
this article, in Montreal alone, is esti-
mated at over ten millions of dollars ;
and in the census of 1871, the produc-
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tion of the whole Dominion was esti-
mated to exceed in value sixteen
millions ; while the boots and shoes
imported last year into every Province
were only'worth $241,000. Under these
circumstances, does any one believe
that a new protective duty would
render this industry prosperous ? Not
at all ; because not foreign competi-
tion, but over-production, is the cause
of the existing depression. The same
statement holds good with regard to
the coarse woollens we produce. I
admit that if we adopted a policy gen-
erally of the kind mentioned,industries,
in connection with which we do not sup-
ply our own market,might be stimulated
tr a time ; but in the course of four
or five years undue profits would
attract so much capital and labour into
these branches of trade, that over-pro-
duction would ensue, our limited market
would be speedily glutted, and we would
have ten-fold more depression than
exists at the present time. This is-the
case at pre ent with reference to the
lumbering interest. For a number of
years the persons engaged iii this
business realized extraordinary pro-
fits, inducing many others who were
ignorant of its workings to enter into
it, and the market became completely
overstocked. So it would be with
other industries in the course of a few
years if a high protective policy were
adopted. Instead of American and
British manufacturers occasionally
making of Canada a slaughter market,
we would then have wholesale slaught-
ering in our own country and at our own
doors. In the case of the United
States, the action of such a policy re-
quires a longer period to produce such
results. Their own market includ-
ing more than forty millions of peo-
ple. But in Canada, having only four
millions of population, the results would
appear more speedily; and my firm
conviction is that such a system would
in the end inflict a serious blow upon
the interests of our manufacturers
themselves. lf a general system of
protection ever could have produced
good results, it would have done so in
the United States; but I hold that
never since that country has existed
has its manufacturing industries been
reduced to a lower position than is the
case to-day. In this relation I would

Mr. YOUNG.

read a brief extract from a speech made
by Mr. Wells at the Cobden Club Dinner
in England, two years ago. He said:
"Thus the total value of the exports of
"the United States increased in the
"twelve years, from 1860 to 1872 in-
"clusive, $176,000,000, or from $373,-
"000,000 to $549,000,000 ; but of this
"increase, all but about $6,000,000
"is referable to the following
"six items: - Bread-stuffs, coin
"and bullion, provisions, leaf to-

bacco, petroleum and lumber pro-
"ducts, three-fourths of the value of
" which represent the gifts of God, and
"the other one-fourth, labour of the

most unskilled and poorest-paid des-
"cription. And of the other six mil-

lions increase of exports, which
might be supposed to represent the
products of high wages and skilled
industry, it is only sufficient to say

" that fully one-fourth stands to the
credit of the single article of sewing
" machines. During this period of
protect: paper-money influence,
moreover, the flag of the American

" commercial marine has been almost
swept from the ocean, as is shown

" by the fact that while in 1860 seven-
" ty-one per cent. of the total foreign
trade of the United States was car-
ried in American bottoms, in 1868

"the proportion had fallen to forty-
"four per cent. and for 1873 will not
"be in excess of twenty-eight per
" cent."

So, Sir, we have a statement which
no one can deny, that this policy has
largely destroyed the foreign trade of
the United States, and has protected
their splendid mercantile marine
almost entirely off the face of the
ocean.

But we need not confine ourselves
to Mr. Wells, and I hope the bouse will
pardon me for reading another short
extract which bears zdirectly upon this
point-that is, the effect of such a
system upon manufacturers themselves.
If it could be shown that by such a
system as has been spoken of we could
largely increase the prosperity of our
manufacturers and of the people of
Canada generally, everybody weald
agree to it at once; but the fact is that
the ultimate result would be injurious
to all classes. What I propose reading
is an extract from that very ablo
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paper referred to by the Hon. Minister
of Finance in his Budget Speech. In
another article recently published, the
Chicago Tribune, one of the nost
respectable and clever papers to be
found on this continent, the writer
traces the results of this protective
systen upon manufacturers in the
following language:-

" The Canadians have had an opportunity
to observe the workings of protection in this
country, and, desp tc the melancholy and
pit'able story, some of them have now got
hold of the del-sion and are pressing Its adop
tion. Just as th- American manufacturers, as
a class, are about demanding relief from the
weight of protection, the Canadians are de-
manding that the load be placed on th m. Had
it been given, there would, of cour-e, have
been a profit on the goods on hand to the
extent of the increase of tax, less the decline
in consumption. In the meantime, there
would have been a general advance along the
whole line of items entering into the list of
production equal to the increased tariff. Labor,
the cost of machinery, raw material, rents,
commissions, and the innumerable list of
expenses which go to make up the cost of pro-
duction, would ie increasd, so that the goods
produced after the tariff would leave the pro-
ducer no m -re nargin of profit under the pro-
tection than he had before the protection was
voted him, and he wuld flnd thatconsumption
had decllned proportionately with the increase
of prices. What then ? Why, there must be
a further increase of the tariff, more protec-
tion, in order to enable the producers to fell
their second crop. The same condition of
things would prevail a'ter the second advance
in the price of goods; all Canada would be on
a strike for increase of wages, and the cost cf
everything would go up until the second vote
of protection would utteily fail to covr the
cost of production, and even Tankee goods
would le selling cheaper in Canada than tliey
ueld be produe dfor in any part rf the D m nion.

A further increase of protection would become
a necessity, and in time a fourth, fifth, sixth
and even a seventh increase would be required
to prevrent Canadian manufactures from stop.
ping. By this time the prices of everything in
Canada would becone appalling ; on many
things the tax would of necessity range from 90
to 120 per cent, on others 70 to 90, and thus
(own to 40 per cent. Consumption would fall

off from one-fourth te one-half, and in some
lines of goods production would cease. The
capacity to produce would exceed the demand,
and, in ordçr to equalize production and con-
Sumption, the mills, furnaces, shops and mines
would have to close for two days in a week ;
then one week in four ; then one month in
three ; then two and three months at a time ;
and then only be worked spasmodically. 'I hen
the protected "labour " of Canada, instead of
cOntinuous employment, would have but one
day's work of four, and be months at a timte
'Without a dollar of wages ; the savings in the

2s

banks would be consumed by the unemployed ;
idlencss, with its attendant consequences,
would take the place of industry and thrift ;
voverty, and want, and destitution would
recruit the alms louses, the hospitals, and the
brothels; and the more adventurous and dariii g
would perambulate the country enforcing
support as tramps. We have in no way drawa
upon the imagination. We have given but a
faint sketch of the actual facts as they have
exist.-d and now exist in this country."

These are the words of one of the
ablest and most respectable papers in
the United States; and I asÉ you if
the picture the writer draws of the
nmanufacturing interests of the United
States under protection is not One to
make our manufacturers recoiil froi
absolute protection, aid be con tent
with such protection as they , e eive
under a revenue tariff?

The member for North Norfolk ad-
inittel that protection lias destroyed
the foreign trade and ocean shipping
of the Unitel States, but he requested
us to look at theirdomestic trade. Well,
that trade is large, but I maintain that
it would have been much larger if the
Americans had a larger foreign and
shipping trade. And if any more power-
fut argument is wanted to show the
injurious effects of protection on the
Aimericans, it is to be found in the fact
that that great country, with itsgrcat
national resources and abundance of
raw material, is unable in most
branches of manufacture te export to
other countries. 3efore I c(on.cludLe
ny desultory remarks, I dc ire to

refer to one other point-that is the
effect of a high lprotective tariif ipot
the mechanies and worlingmen. I
advert to this more particularly be-
cause my hon. friend from Montreat
Centre has drawn a ýa I pieture of the
the number of men out of emnployment
in that city. In the United States
to-day, taking the relative amotint of
population into consideration, you will
find far more distress and miore men
out of enployment than in this coun-
try ; and I arm prepared to show con-
elusively to this House, from statistics
that cannot be gainsaid, that our
mechanies and workingmen will get a
better result from their labcur under
the system of incidental protection we
have, than their fellows do across the
lines under the American system. I
hold in my hand evidence to sup-
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port that view-a statement which
was made by Mr. Moore, a gen-
tleman connected with the American

-overnmnent, at the request of the
ion. Mr. Wells, showing the result of
the labour of a certain iinumber of
iechanics in the United States, in 1873,
eompared with what the labour of
those men would purchase under the
moderate system in vogrue in 1830.

The first table shows the annual
(onsumption of 12 coimodities by a

namilv nsisting of two adults and
two clidren, and the cost of the same
in 1860 and 1873, respectively, in the
cl ty of New York. The comniodities
taken to miake the comparison are
fresh beef, nutton, corned beef, butter,
rie, iillc, coffee, tea, sugar, molasses,
coal and rent. What is1 the resuilt?
In 1860 this fa.imily could have lived
in New York eity and bought a cer-
tain nuiber of these articles for $181,
but in 1873 to purchase the very saine
articles would cost $347; there had
been an inerease in the price of not

'less than 92 per cent. during the space
o)f thirteen years.

The second table shows the relative
wages of eight leading industries in
1860 and 1873. le has taken for the
purpose the cabinet-maker, cooper, car-
penter, painter, shoeniakeir, tailor, tan-
uer and tinsmith. In 1860 the labour
of these eight men for one day,
amounted to $13.58 ; in 1873 to $21.75
-an inerease of only 60 per cent.

The third table shows the number
os>f days these men would have to work
to purchase the commodtities referred
to in 1860 as compared with 1873.
The cabinet maker in 1860 would have
to labour 103 days 9j hours; in 1873,
under the higher wages, 126 days 2
hours; the cooper in 1860, 110 days
2 hours, in 1873, 126 days 2 hours. I
shall not quote the whole, but give the
general result. which is that to
purchase the aggregate amount of
these neeessaries of life this family
ýwould consume in 1860 under a moder-
:ate tariff these eight men would have to
'work 859 days 5 hours, but in 1873
-witI higher wages, under their high
protective tariff, they would have to
,work 1,027 days 3ý hours. While the
«cost of the 12 articles bad increased to
22 per cent. in 1873, the increase in
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the result of labour was only 60 per
cent.

I desire to urge these facts upon the
iechanies and labouring imen of this
country. We have springing up in our
large cities and towns a most intelligent
class of operatives, and I commend
these statisties to their consideration.
They prove that while under a protec-
tive tariff they mi ght receive higher
wages, the result of their labour would
be less than under the present systeni.
My opinion is, and has been for a long
time, that the true policy for us is the
one our Government has been pursuing
for at least 25 years-that is, a revenue
tariff so framed as incidentally to
encourage manufactures ; and it is my
firm opinion, after a full consideratioi
of this matter, and looking at it I trust
as a true friend of the manufacturers,
that in tive years after the adoption of
a high protective tariff every great in-
dustry in Canada would be injuriously
affected.

Our lumbermen would find their pro-
fits deereased by the increased cost of
production. Our importers would be in-
jured because our foreign trade would
not increase if it did not absolutely de-
cline. So far as our traders in the
town and villages are concerned, they
would find their expenses so inereased
that they would be unable to make as
good profits as they do at the present
tinie. It would strike a fatal blow at
our agricultural interests. Our ship-
owners would find the eost of the ma-
terials entering into their vessels in-
ereased, and Canada would fall, as I
have already said, from the third or
fourth to the ninth or tenth maritime
power. Even the manufacturers, if
we adopt the high protective system
of the United States, would find that
while we might build up a few colossal
establishments, the greater number of
them would, in consequence of over-
production in a limited market, find
themselves in a worse condition than
under present circumstances. I do not
believe we can become a great manu-
facturing people, or Canada ever attain
a strong and powerful position, if we
undertake to build a high tariff wall
around the country and practically de-
declare non-intercourse with the world.
What our manufacturers want is a
larger market, and the only way to sc.
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cure that is by keeping for Canada the
proud distinction of being one of the
.cheapest countries in the civilized
world to live in. We want to attract
population to fill up our waste lands,
to settle our magnificent -North -
West Territories with millions of
industrious and prosperous people. I
have no objection to every legitirnate
encouragenent being given to the
iianufacturers. The truc way to pro-

leet thei is to give them the raw
materials at the lowest possible cost.
I desire that they should have low
taxes and cheap living-that they
should be able to produce their manu-
f*actures cheaply. If we pursue this
policy, by the end of the present cen-
tury I hope we will b manufactur-
ing not only for nine or ten millions
of Canadians, but even sending sone
of our goods to the West Indies. South
America and many other countries.

I will only add, in conclusion, that
what I have endeavoured to point out,
liowever feebly, is, in my opinion, the
only t:ue national poliev for Canada,
the only one which is fair and just to
all classes-the one which will most
rapidly increase the national wealth-
and the only one which will make
us a great manufacturing as we are
already a great agricultural and mari-
time people.

Mr. BUNSTER-The hon. Leader of
the Government said he expected to hear
from British Columbia on this occasion.
Well, she does not give a silent vote on
important questions. In my opinion,
for years back Canada lias not been
legislating in her own interest, but
rather in the interest of the neighbor-
ing Republic. We bave not taken into
consideration the advantages that the
United States have gained under a high
protective tariff.

Will any hon. gentleman tell me
they have not thriven under that taritf ?
We find the goods which they have
been exporting and are now sending
to other countries are still protected.
We find them competing with British
manufacturers in the markets of the
world, and even in England herself.
Then it is high time that we should
protect our own industries and keep
our people at home.

The manufacturers say the agricul-
turists do not want protection. I deny

28'.

that. It is as much needed for one
class as the other. and they should join
hands to obtain it. I do not believe in
class legisation. The neigbbouring
Republic has a population of40,000,000,
while we have only some 4,000.000.

There has been too mucli polities, too
muclh party strife in the Dominion for
the good of the nation ; our great and
magnificent interests have been totally
neglected, including the grand project
of the Canadian Pacifie Railway. Iad
that enterprise been followed up in a
proper national spirit, instead of
allowing politics to interfere with it,
if the Governi ment of the day had taken
hold of it in the interests of the
Dominion, we would not now sec the
depression that prevails throughout
Canada. On the Pacifie coast we have
not felt this depression yet, but we
certainly have felt keen disappoint-
ment at the delay in building the
Railway ard at the inanner in which
the Governnent have run down the
project and deteriorated their own
credit in the London market, which is
banker for the world. Iad the Pacifie
Railway been pushed forward as it
should have been, instead of finding
he people discontented and applying

to the Mayor of Montreal for work or
bread, there would have been plenty of
work for all who were willing to be
employed. When the lon. Finance
Minister in bis speech tells us that he
has a surplus of eleven millions of
dollars on hand, and not a blow struck
on the Pacifie Railway, it is neither
creditable to himself nor to the
country when it is known lhat he
borrowed the money on the strength of
building the railway across the
continent. British Columbia is accused
of being unreasonable, but I defy the
hon. members of this House to prove
that she is unreasonable. She bas never
yet asked lor botter terms as other
Provinces have done; all she asks is
for the terms she was guaranteed when
she entered the Union. But the Govern-
ment are not satisfied with breaking
these terms, they must run down the
credit and resources of the country,
which only requires to be developed
to prove that it is as fine a Province
as Ontario or Quebee. It is no
inducement for immigrants to come
in and settle with us, to run down

The 1 MARCHI 3, 1876.]



376 The

our Province. If the Government do
not intend to carry out their promise,
we in British Columbia can afford
to bide our time. Four or five years
have passed since Confederation, and
little or nothing bas yet been done,
except surveys, and the sending out of
a feýw rails, which aie now lying rusty
and unemployed. The money borrow-
ed by the lion. Finance Minister, al-
thouh obtained to build the Pacifie
Railway, is being employed in improv-
ing the Ontario Canals. It was not
for that British Columbia came into the
Confederation. 1 say any Goveriment
who leave politics out of the question
can see in $30,000,000 and 50,O0,O00
acres of land resources enough to bauild
the Pacific Railway without increasing
the taxation of the people one dollar.
If the railway were built, in place of
having a population of four millions, as
we now have, in four years we would
have six millions, and in ten years we
will have a population of twenty mil-
lions. Then the manufacturers will
not have to cone to this 1House crying
for protection, as they will have mar-
ket enougli for what they will have to
sell. We have an example of railway
enterprise in the United States, when
two young men obtained stock enough
to build the Union Pacifie after the old
heads on Wall street had scouted the
idea as a wild enterprise. Canadians,
too, will have to rely on the young
heads to build our Pacifie Railway, as
the old ones do not appear to have suffi-
cient faith in the future of the coufntry.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin)-The
question, as I understand it fiom my
limited experience in Parliament,is one
that resolves itself into whether there
shall be a change in the fiscal policy of
the Government or not ; and I think
the House will pardon me as a young
member for undertaking to occupy a
portion of their time in expressing an
opinion on it. The subject of the fiscal
policy is one in which every member
of this House bas an interest. From
the year 1866 to 1874 there was a fiscal
policy adopted under which the coun-
try prospered in a great degree. The
general ad valorem duty was 15
per cent., and during that time gentle-
men on the Opposition benches will
agree with me that the country was
abundantly prosperous; that we were

Mr. BUNSTEa

not only able to meet our engagements,.
but to enter into new ones; and that
the policy was one of a most successful
character. In 1874 there was a slight
change, not a change in the basis of
the policy w-hich had governed the
country, but an increase in the import
duties for the purpose of meeting pub-
lic engagements. Those who were
charged with the administration of the
affairs of the country previous to that
time had undertaken large publie
works; they bad undertaken engage-
ments w'hich they considered the coun-
try had ability to meet. But it was
found, when the gentlemen who now
occupy the Treasury Benihes assumed
power, that it was necessary to increase
the duties in order to meet these en-
gagements. In the increase of these
duties protection was atforded to acer-
tain extent to the manufactures of the
country. Hard times, w-hih periodi-
cally visit all nations, and which can-
not be be averted by any legislation,
came to Canada, and the Governrent
should not be held responsible for it.
The bard limes came upon us, and I
suppose it is consider-ed proper for any
party that may be in opposition to
make as much as possible of them to
bring disrepute upon the Government
of the day aid make them unpopular.
But let us consider the causes that have
brought about this depression. We are
closely connected with the trade of the
Tnited States, in consequence of being
such near neighbours, and we are to
a certain extent affected by the
condition of their trade. We sell and
buy there, and the depressed condition
of their trade, in mAy judgment, is one
of the causes that now affects us. In
1873 the United States experienced for
the first time a considerable degree
of financial depression. Hard times
broke on them. They were purchasing
lumber in Western Ontario, but they
were obliged to retreat and ent down
their purchases. The consequence
was that the market, as far as lumber
was concerned, was reduced. Then
there was another reason. In Ontario,
particularly, for a number of years
there was a considerable amount of
public works carried on, which caused
the expenditure of a large amount of
money. Enterprises of all kinds were
stimulated, and men who were engag-
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ed in business, feeling the effect of the
good times, became more reckless in
their financial engagements, so that
wh'ei this depîression occurred on the
other side of the water tines became
more stringent here, general depression
pression and tightness ensued, and
.capitalists buttoned their purses and
refused to invest their money, fearing
they might lose it.

I believe that there is an immense
amount of money in this country at
present locked up in the banks or the
purses of individuals, who would
invest it, if they thought they could do
so with safety, and would be certain of
return. A great (legree of substantial
wealth exists anongst us, and the con-
dition of affairs cannot be compared
with the state of things in 1857-S.
Then this wealth had no existence, at
least comparatively speaking. Inflation
had prevailed to a great degree; »hen
the collapse came the country was
unsound, and the usual result follow-
ed. This is not the case to-day ; and
1 can speak with considerable confi-
dence in this regard. At tIis particular
juncture, however, it is asked that the
fiscal policy-under which we have
greatly prospered, undertaking impor-
tant public works, and making exten-
sive engagements, which I an happy
to say have been met promptly and
punctually-should be entirly changed,
and another adopted in its stead. This
:reminds me of a -reniark made by the
late President of the United States :

It is unwise for a man while crossing
a river to swap liorses." It is con-
ceded on both sides ofthe House that
these Lard times will b of short dura-
tion, and I think that under these cir-
cumstances it would be unwise to
change our fiscal policy merely to meet
a temporary emergency. If increased
duties were adopted on many articles,
would a larger demand be created ?
This is not pretended, and it is known
that only a certain number of custon-
ers for these articles exists in this coun-
try, and that only a certain quantity

<can be manufactured with profit.
I am prepared to say that i entirely

argee with my hon. friend from South
Waterloo-who uttered a truly patri-
otie sentiment, which I believe both
sides of the louse will endorse-when
he said that if our public engagements

requirel increased taxation, the people
of this country would be readyto meet
it ; but I understand fioni the tenor of'
the Speech from the Throne, and the
able speech of the Finance Minister,
that this is not neeessary. I will
boldly make this statenent, based not
upon my own knowledge, but upon
the speeches of lion. members in this
relation-no fwo of the hon. gentle-
men who advocated increased protection
can agree in detail upon a re-adjustment
of the tariff, such as would be acceptable
to the entire body of Protectionists.
They tell us that our manufacturing
industries are languishing, that our
factories are being closed ; that this is
due to the fact that the duties are not
advanced, and that they only require
2, 2½ or 3 per cent. of increase; but I
put it to you, Sir, and to this louse, if
an advance to this extent were only
made, would it be sufficient to make
manufacturing lucrative and profitab le?

An Hion. Member--Yes!

Mr. MACDOJGALL ---- I do not
think so. The statement is eitherincor-
reet or if not, the conclusion drawt
nust naturally be as I have indicated.
Besides, if the tariff be arranged as these
Protectionists desire, the revenue will
be necessarily reduuced ; and as we
learn froni the Finance Minister
that a certain sum nust be raised
to meet financial exigencies, either in-
creased duties must be levied on ar-
ticles imported into this country, or
direct taxation must follow. I do
not believe that the latter system
would be acceptable to the people of
this country. The hon. member for
Montreal Centre the other night
made an eloquent and pathetic appeal
to this liouse, picturing the distress
which exists in Montreal, but I ask
whether our fiscal policy is to be
changed on account of local causes ?
If this precedent were adopted, changes
would be yearly requiied; and if our
feelings were to carry us away in this
relation, this woufld be the case after
sueh an appeal as has been addressed
to this HIouse; but where would such
a system of legislation stop ? It would
indeed be singularly and notably dang-
erous to the general welfare of the
community at large.

Some of the hon. gentlemen have said
we should treat a matter of that kind
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by special legislation. I am not prepar-
ed to say how far that principle should
be carried, but I think if I had to chose
between the two I should rather give
special assistance than change the
fiscal policy of the country for a purely
local difficulty. We know it as a fact,
and I challenge contradiction, that the
hard times experienoed in 1875
were during the months of June and
July; and we are told that the manu-
factories in Montreal have only re-
cently closed. It is a singular eoinci-
donce that some of them closed just at
the time of the opening of this Parlia-
ment, when we were beginning to tide
over the trouble; and that we hear of
those great difficulties just before the
Finance Minister comes down to this
House with his policy. Abler men
than myself at drawing conclusions
will address the House this ev-ening,
and I will leave it to thein to explain
the riddle why those nanufacturing
establishients closed just before the
assembling of Parlianient.

With regard to the subject of pro-
tection, I shall undertake to say a few
words. It has been discussed here
already and will, doubtless, be discuss-
ed again. It has occupied the best
minds of England, France, the United
States, and also of this country. I arn
not going to lecture the House upon
a subject they understand better than I
do, but I shall take the liberty to say
that this protection theory is the
nataral outcome of the balance of trade
theory, which, as hon. members know,
was thoroughly exploded some years
ago. What is protection ? It is
really the creation of monopolies. And
what is this House asked to do ? The
hon. member for Montreal Centre
appealed to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion todeclare whether he would change
the coursc pursued in Canada for many
years. The policy of the right
hon. member for Kingston was
a revenue polie. Whatever he may
bave said at his dinners we will
excuse. When the member for Mon-
treal Centre made that appeal, I began
to think it was scarcely possible under
the circumstances the member for
Kingston could depart from the course
pursued and, so to speak, "write down"
what he had done in times past. The
member for Montreal Centre asked us

Mr. MACDOUGALL.

to adopt a policy which would have
the effect of building up a monopoly to,
benefit certain manufacturing establish-
ments of Montreal, that the country
should be taxed in order that certain-
persons in that city should be able to
carry on their business in a profitable-
way, and as a consideration for being
taxed the people should have the satis-
faction of knowing that such a policy
had made certain persons in Montreal
wealthy.

It being Six o'clock, the flouse took
recess, Mr. Macdougall having the-
floor.

AFTER RECESS.

The followin BilIls were read the-
second time:-

To incor)orate the Canada Fire and
Marine Inurance Co.

'% authorize the shareholders of the
Union Permianent Building and Sav-
ings' Society, to change the naie of
said Society.

To further amend the St. Lawrenc-
& Ottawa Railway Act.

The Budget.
Mr. MACDOUGALL resumed his

speech. He said :-When I was closing
my remarks at six o'clock, I was refer-
ring to protection and the effect it was
likely to produce. I do not propose to
discuss that branch of the subject fur-
ther. During this debate I have heard
several hon. members refer to the pros-
perity of France as an illustration of
the advantages of protection. I do
not claim to be well acquainted with
the commercial history of that nation,
but I know there was a time when its.
policy was strictly protective, and
during the existence of that system,
the machinery and implements used in
the country were exceedingly rude.
While protection continued that con-
dition of affairs was unchanged, because
there was no competition. There was
no necessity to manufacture as cheaply
as possible, and no inducement for im-
provement. The results of adopting
free-trade are shown in the vast im-
provement of the country and in its-
wonderful recuperative powers after-
the recent struggle with Germany.

Some hon. gentlemen contend that
we must have protection. Now, what,
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does that policy mean ? It ieans the
exclusion of trade with foreign
countries. Its object is that people
shall trade among theinselves and
have no conununication with other
nations. That is the principle which
those gentlemen would force on this
House, and for which they ask the
(overnment to change the whole fiscal
policy that lias proved to be so
successfl in this country.

Mr. WOOD-Has any gentleman on
this side of the House wished the
Government to change their whole
fiscal polIicy?

Mr. MACDOUGALL-1 say the
hon. gentleman has himself asked for
the adoption of an entirely different
poliey froi that enunciated by the
-over'nent. The Finance Minister

savs it is not necessary that we should
increase taxation. He says by the
policy of retreneliment he proposes to
pursue he does not need to add another
dollar to the revenue bv raising the
tariff. Now, I ask if the change which
the hon. member for Hamilton wants
would not involve the adoption of a
different fiscdil policy. The Protec-
tioiiists say we have hard times and
they make the most of that cry. I
do not believe the people are so
badly off as they are represented.
The agriculturists are not. Represent-
ing a farming eommunity I say they
are in a position to hIelp themselves.
Hon. gentlemen say they do not want a
prohibitory taritf, but there is a
temporary distress which they want
to relieve by increased taxation for
the purpose of enabling the manufac-
turers to make more money. I ask
them to candidly tell me if we should
increase the tariff two, three or foui
per cent., when they will be ready to
reduce that tax ? Would they specify
to nie the date when they will be pre-
pared to ask this louse for a reduction
of the amount they say is necessary to
be put on during this time of depres-
sion ? There is no such intention. If
we increased the tariff they would never
be ready to reduce it to its present rate.
The condition of the United States
bas been taken as a proof of the desira-
bility of adopting a protective policy.
Quite a change has come over many of
our people. I remember a time, when

any reference was made either to the
Constitution or to the financial condi-
tion of the United States, the man who
had the boldness to do so was tabooed
as being disioyal to the Empire.

But, Sir, it suits the purposes of cer--
tain mem bers of this liouse to point
to the United States as an instance of'
the sucess and )rslplerity that have at-
tended the adoption of this proteetiveo
systeim. That systen came into fore-
ini the United States in 1866 ; but I
join issue with those hon. geitlemen,
who state that protection bas leen the-
cause of the prosperity of that coini-
try. From that time these hon. gen-
tlemen know that that country wrs,
agitated by a dreadful revolution, and

1 it was ne(essary for the purpose of'
carrying on the affairs of the Republic-
to issue an irredeenable currency, b-
means of which every enterprise and
business was stimulated to a great
degree. During the war tiiere was
terrible destruction of life, wealth and
property, andi the whole condition of
the country was disturbed and every-
thing was stimulated into a) un-
healthy activity. But the conditiol
of the trade of the United States:
under those circunstances and what
it would be in Canada under Protection
would forin Le no parallel. Allow
me to quote the words of a dis-
tinguished statesman of that country-
and I an free to confess as a loyal
Canadian-they have produced great
men in the United States-men who,
have done a great dleal to pronoto
civilization, to instruct the country in
the proper prineiples of legisLation
and lift up lumîanity and make it
better than it was befbre. Amon.g these,
men none stands higher than Daniel
Webster. lu discussing this very
question of the tariff and the very
principles enunciated in this debate,
,t a time when the condition of the-
United States was very like what that,
of Canada is at present, with an incon-
vertible currency, head dressed iiinself
to the Senate.

Mr. PLUMB-I want to ask if there-
was an inconvertible carrency in the
United States in 1874 ?

M.r. MACDOUGALL-I will now
quote froi the speech of that dis-
tinguished statesman, and if there ara
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any errors in the report, I hope my
bon. friend from Niagara will correct
me. le says : "Now, Sir, what is
"the remedy for existing evils ? What

is the course of policy suitel to our
4actual condition? Certainlv it is

not our wisdom to adopt any system
" that may be offered to us without ex-
" amination, and in the blind hopa
'that whatever changes our condition

may improve it. It is better that we
"should 'bear the ills we have than

'fly to those we know not of?'"
"-We are bound to see that there is a
"fitness and an aptitude in whatever
4 meaures may be recommended to
"relieve the evils that affliet us, and
"before we adopt a system that pro-

fesses to make great alterations, it is
"our duty to look carefully to each
" leading interest of the community,
'-and sec how it may probably be
'-affected by our proposed legislation."
These are the words of the distinguish-
ed statesman belonging to the party
that, from that time down to the pro-
sent, in the United States have alhays
been favourable to the principle of
protection. These are the statements
he makes, and I think they are as appli-
cable to the present time as. they were
applicable to the affair.s of the -United
States at that time. He continues in
another part of his speech : "On the
"C general question, Sir, if the doctrine
"of protection as a general doctrine be

not preposterous. Suppose all nations
"to act upon it, they would be prepos-
"terous, then, according to the argu-
Snient precisely in the proportion in

whieh they abAlished intercourse
"with one ano'her ; the less of mutual
4commerce the better upoa this

hypothesis."
Tlat is precisely what is asked for in

this principle. I know it will be
stated that I an putting this argu-
ment to the ve:-y furthest exti-eme,
but we are not discussing the question of
details t thisnoment. The hon.gentle-
men w-ho favour protection are content
for a moment to ask the attention of
this Iouse to a question ofdetail. They
challenge the House, and those w-ho
hold the views I entertain upon the
principle of protection. Upon this
I join issue, and the ultimate conclu-
sion I arrive at is that the principle of
protection is one of entire prohibition

Mr. MACDCUGALL.

or of non-intercourse with other na-
tions. This a question of great in-
portanee; it is a question of such mag-
nitude as bas not come before this
louse since I had the honour of hav-
ing a seat in it. It is not a question
of the present, but of the future ; it is
one I believe should enable us to rise
above party feeling and party pro-
clivities. It is one we should discuss
upon its merits nd upon its merits
only. It is a question of adopting a
prineip'e that will be either for the
weal or the woe of this eountry.

Mr. DYMOND-I am quite aware
that any one rising to address the House
at the period of the debate at which we
have arrived taxes very heavily its in-
dulgence, and I nm not sure that I
would not have postponed bhe remarks
which I intend to make if it had not
been for the speech with whici the
discussion this afternoon was opened.
However, I sec my hon. friend from
South Waterloo is not in his place, and
I will take the liberty of postponing
for the moment muy reference to
bis remarks. This is a subject whieh
we have to approach fron two
points of view ; we have to ap-
proach it not simplv as an economical
question, in which sense it has mainlv
been discussed to-day, but also as a
great political question. and that. too,
not simply as members of this House
but as members of a great political
party, a party which, I believe, is about
to be called upon to adopt and define a
line of conduct and policy with r-egard
to it. It cannot be denied that the
Government now in power entered
upon offlice under ci-cumstances of
great difficulty, and we cong ratulate
ourselves that thev have been so far
successful in overcoming the difficul-
tics that have confronted them, aris-
ing out of the obligations left them by
their predecessors. The large revenue
and heavy loans they have had to raise
have been obtained with little diffi-
culty. But, Sir, we find ourselves at
the present moment also eonfronted
with a deficit, and that deficit bas to
be met in a wav which we as members
of the Liberal party ought certainly to -
rejoice over. The old watchwords of
that party were "peace, retrenchment
and reform." Happily in this country
we have nothing to disturb our peace,
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and we have accomplished so many re-
forms that there is now little for us to
do in that direction. And now, Sir, we
tind ourselves consummating the glori-
cus rwcord, by adopting the glorious
policy of retrenchnent. I am not now
going to charge the members of the
late Government with being respon-
sible for that enormous increase to
which my bon. friend froma Waterloo
adverted. I believe tlat in these mat-
ters as a rule Governments are more
sinned against than sinning, and it may
be well that we who sit on these back
benches should experience the absolute
necessity of the policy of retrench-
mrent, because it will teach us,
at ai] events, that we have to
s-ustain the Government in carry-
ing out this policy. and in discourag-
ing those who would endeavour to in-
duce themi to violate it. The late
Goveriment too often yielded to the im-
portunities of friends and supporters,
but they have at ail events the excuse
to urge that, in their day the inflation of
the revenue came in as a justification
of their liberality. We now find from
the rcsponsible Ninister of the Crown
that he needs no further taxes. and
that charged, as lie is, above ail things
with taking care of our credit, he is
able at present to announce that we
can cari-v on the affairs of the country
for the next twelve months without
asking for any increase of taxation.
This state of things fully justifies my
bon. friend, who bas just sat down, in
making the remark ithat those who are
coning forward to demand an increase
at the present time are doing so ex-
clusively in the interest of protection,
and I do not honour the man who comes
forwrd w-ith such a demand, while
concealing at the sane time the mo-
tives by which lie is aetuated. Refer-
ence has been made to my lion. friends
from Hamilton time and again; but
at least we must admit that they
have been bonest in their demands.
They have openly avowed on the
floor of this House, before the Bud-
get w-as introduced, in the Conmittee
Room and in their speeches on the
bustings, that they are Protectionists,
and that they ask that we shall inflict
taxes on the people of this country, in
order that manufacturing---and I sup-
pose other industries-may be fostered

and encouraged. There is a well defined
issue between us; they are Liberalsor
Reformers, and thougli they aie with
us on nine points out of ten we- must
join issue with them squarely on the
tenth. I am quite sure ny hon.
friends at heart do not indulge in the
delusion, that nobody wants more than
2½ per cent. The record is against
them; 2½ per cent. increase of duties
would be a sop to Cerberus, but Cer-
berus would notbe satisfied. Two years
ago a body of manufacturers met in
the City of Toronto, and I have before
me the resolution they passed. It re-
cords the various businesses in which
they were engaged. I observe that
these include every branch of horne
manufactures frorn woollen goods down
to coffins and clothes wringers; and
they denand specifically that on ail
these articles there should be levied a
duty of 25 instead of 15 per cent. with
one exception, and this is with regard to
paper- to be used in the printing of
newspapers. I suppose that tlis ex-
ception was also a sop thrown to Cer-
berus, but Cerberus lid not take it.

We have another body acting under
a greater serise of responsibility than
these little caucases of man ufacturers-
the Board of Trade. In 1873, being
confronted with a resolution in favour
free-trade, the Board passed an amend-
ment declaring in favour of the policy
whicli has been adopted in this
country pt to the present moment-
a revenue tariff giving inei(len-
tal protection. In 1874 this sane
Board went a stop further,
and demanded that the elenent of pro-
tection shouîld be incorporated in the
policy of the eountry. They were not
then satisfied fliat we should proceed
on a revenue basis, and they asked for
protection, althogh lin a sonewhat
moditied form; but since that time
they have advanced, and ther now call
for a reciprocaîl policy-a eiphonious
substitute for a retaliatory policy. They
mean that wherever tlie duties ofthe
United States on our goods amount to
a certain suni we should impose the
sanie duties on oui- side. Another
meeting of mannfacturers was beld
very recenty in the City of Toronto;
and they again asked for a retaliatory
policy. I believe that my hon. friends
from Hamilton are perfeetly honest in
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the course they have adopted, but I
think that they are no more masters of
the situation in the country than they
were masters of the situation in this
House the other night. They might as
well corne out at once as wait to be
forced against their wilis, and ask for
10 or 15 per cent. increase of duties;
and I must say that they insult common
sense in the face of the facts I have
stated in limiting their dernand to 21
per cent. This being the case, and the
country being asked to commit itself
to a protective policy, the next question
is-for what reason is this demand
made ? In the first place we are told
that we must have a national policy.
This phrase has been burlesqued, and
therefore I an afraid that it will not
be received with very great favour in
most quarters. What does it mean, if
it signifies anything ?-A policy tormned
in the interest not of one part or of
another section, but of the whole
Dominion to be instrumen tal in welding
rs to(ether as one nation, breaking
down and not establishing seetional
differences and barriers. But what
is one of the first things which
we are asked te do ? To impose that
most odioLs of all imposts-a bread
tax on the people of the Maritime Pro-
vinces. If there were one thing in this
world that would tend to exasperate
any free people, it would surely be to
tax the bread which they eat; and
this is the first request made by these
champions of a national policy. It is
not only that the bread of the Maritime
Provinces is to be taxed. We are all
aware that many of their people came
very reluctantly into Confederation,
and it is possible that even yet there
may be in some quarters elements of
discontent. We have gained very
largely by the accession of these Pro-
vinces, for the manufacturers of To-
ronto, Hamilton and other places find
in them some of their best customers.
My hon. friend from Hamilton, when
he obtained a Committee on this subject
two years ago, extracted a great deal
of valuable information. Here is
the testimonyof one witness, Mr. Muir,
a gentleman froin Montreal, and I am
sure that my hon. friend will bear me
out when I say that he was one of the
most intelligent and frank-spoken
men we had before us on that occasion.

Mr. DYMOND.

He does a large business in the clothing-
trade:-

Q.-Your business bas largely iii-
creased since that time-(this was
since a very few years previously)? A-
Yes.

Q.-What are the causes? A-The
causes are various ; our business in-
creases with the trade of the Dominion,
and this bas increased largely ; but one
of the principal elements of the in
crease bas been our getting the Mari-
tine Provinces as a market. Not less
thaun one-third of mv own trade is
with Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Q.-What amoant do you transmit to
the Maritime Provinces-that is, what
amount of business do you do with
them annually ? A.-I should say not
less from $120,000 to $150,000.

Now, when we are asked to levy
fron 5 to 10 per cent. increased duties,
we are asked to tax the people of the
Maritime Provinces for the benefit of
other sectiors of the country, and this
is the national policy which is to weld us
together into one great nation, and
break down the distinctions between
Nova Seotia, New Brunswick and
Ontario or Quebec.

There is another reason alleged in
favour of the adoption of a protection-
ist policy. It is said that the A meri-
cans invad us with their goods. I
hesitate very much before criticising,
even in the sli-htest degree, the
speech which has been so justly corn-
plimented on all sides of the hon.
meçmber for North Norfolk. I do not
think that he is very far out of the
right way, but he stated, I think, that
protection to home manufactures was
very desirable as a check upon the
prices of the foreign importers. I
will just reverse that proposition, and
say that I think the foreign importers
are a very salutary check upon the
home nanufacturers; and after ail
what is the amount of injury that the
latter receive ? I have selected from
returns lately brought down a few
of our leading articles of manufacture.-
The first is agricultural impliments-
the smaller articles, I presume, such
as spades, shovels and the implements
generally used in farm work, and I find
that we manufactured in 1871 $2,685,
393 worth, or at the rate of 77 cents per
head of our population, and in the
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year 1875, a p3riod of inflation, when
this country was being made, ac-
cording to ail accounts, a slaughter
market by the Americans, the
importations of these implements
amounted exactly to four cents per
head. Of boots and shoes we manu-
factured in 1871 to the value of $16,-
133,638, or at the rate of $4.63 per head,
and our imports in that year, when we
were suffering froni the causes to
which such frequent reference bas
been made, amounted to seven cents
per head ; of cabinet furniture, iii
1871, we manuflactured $3,500,000
worth, or at the rate of $1.03 per
head, and our imports just averaged
nine cents per head ; of machinery of
ail kinds, paying duty, we manufac-
tured $7,325,531 worth, or at the
rate of $2.10 per head, and our im-
ports of machinery not paying duty,
in 1875 amounted to only twenty-tive
cents per head; of carriages of all sorts
we manufactured in 1871 to the value
of $4,849,239, or at the rate of $1.40 per
head, and our imports in 1875 of that
important article of manufacture
amounted to just three cents per head ;
of saddlery and harness we manu-
factured about $2,500,000 worth,
or at the rate of 70 cents per
head, and our imports avcraged the
enormous sum of two cents per bead ;
of clothing, in 187 [ we manufactured
$9,300,000 worth, or at the rate of $2.64
per head, and in 1875 we imported at
the rate of 24 cents per head; our
tanners manufactured something over
$9,000,000 worth of material in 1871,
or at the rate of $2.64 per head,
and we imported at the rate of 24
cents per head in 1875 ; of woollen
goods, including blankets, flannels and
tweels, we manufacturd in 1871 $5,-
000,000 worth, or at the rate of $1.58
per head, and we imported in 1875,
when it is said our markets were flooded
with foreign goods, at the rate of 36
cents per head.

This is the upshot of ail this outcry,
and I think that we cannothelp seeing
the weakness of our opponents' posi-
tion when they claim that we should
impose a protective policy in this
country in the face of such figures as
those to which I have just referred.

Another reason is given for the im-
position of a protective tariff. It is

represented that the Anericans refuso,
to admit our manufactures at the same,
rates as those that we levy upon
theirs. This opens up the whole ques-
tion of free-trade. Allusion bas been
made to the case of France in 1860. I
eau well remember what an outcry-
there was in Great Britain in conse-
quence of the concessions-as they
were called-which were made to the
Eiperor of the Frencb, for while the
latter was only willing to stipulate for
the reduction of the tarit to such a
point that it would bc no longer pro-
hibitory to our goods, we, in a great
inmber of cases, adniitted these goods
free, and we were told that we were
consequently making a sacrifice. The
answer of the Government and the
people of England was that whenever
we eould admit goods free our peoplu
were the gainers by the transaction,
no natter froi whence they came, as
this must cheapen the ncessaries, of
life and thereby give the people a large
amount of money to spend, not only
for foreign productions but for hone
manufactures.

To the proposition to adopt a retali-
atory policy very grave objections exist.
It would be not only dangerous but
very undignified. It is extremnely ab-
surd of anybody to boast or threaten
unless be can fulfil his threat or bis
boast, and it is idle for us, on the floor
of this lIouse, to say that we can adopt
a policy altogether independent of the
United States. It is useless to be
mealy-mouthed about this matter, or
to assert that we can corpel the Uinited
States to adopt our views when they
have forty millions of people and wc
have but fouir. I believe, too, that it
is net generally considered good policy
to quarrel with one of your best cus-
tomers ; and the United States last
year imported trom Canada something
like $23,000,000 or $24,000,000 worth
of goods, of which $8,000,000 were
agricultural produce, and this out of
$77,000,000 of our total exports at a
period of very considerable depression.
Another objection may be fairly raised
-especially by those who, like my-
self, represent agricultural consti-
tuencies-and that is, whether the.
large body of consumers be taxed in
the interest of one class ? I am aware-
that I must not refer to what has,
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passed in debate in this House dur'ng
the present Session, but I have heard
sonmewhere the doctrine laid down that
the farmers were not consumers, but
simply producers; and I once saw an
hon. gentleman, who by the way is
not a farmer, call attention to his own
home-spun babiliments in order to
show the primitive manner in which
people live in the district fron whence
he comes. There may possibly be in
sone parts of the country-somewhere,
perhaps, on the banks of the St. Law-
rence-a primitive race-a race who
clothe themselves as our first parents
did after their ejection from Eden-a
people who use flint-beaded agricultu-
ral implements, who don't raise any-
thing but a few scanty ears of maize,
and live by the proeeeds of the chase.
There may be some such people, say,
about Gananoque, but they are not to
be found in any other part of the
-country. At any rate, go into the old
Home district with which I am
best acquainted, and you will find the
farmers there have attained a higher
degree ofcivilization; that they are men
of education and of taste; that they
generally live in handsome brick
houses, constructed with ail the fit-
tings a high state of civilization re-
quires. They use cooking stores, whieh
are au article of manufacture. They
use furniture, which is also, I believe, an
article of manufacture. They are in
the habit sometimes of dressing in
broadcloth. Indeed, we shall notlhave
to go far from where I speak to find an
Ontario farier who is seen in broad-
cloth on many occasions, and not a
Jittle of it either.

lon. Gentlemen-Name, name.

Mr. DYMOND-Not to know him
would be to argue one's self unknown.
I will go further. You will hardly go
into a farm bouse in the county a part of
which I represent-and I kno v ny bon.
friends from Ontario ? Peel and else-
where, will bear me out-without find-
iag some costly musical instrument, a
handsome organ or a piano costing
.several hundred dollars. These two
are produets of home or foreign manu-
facture. It cannot be shown by any
urgurment that any form of protection
would be of the slightest advantage to
these men. Yet you want to

Mr. DYMOND.

tax every article of furniture in their
houses, every piece of clothing they
wear ; in fact, everything except the
foodI they raise upon their own farms.
In the name of these men, Sir, and in
the name of the agrieultural con-
stituencies in whose behalf so many of
us on this side have the right to speak,
as well as in the naine of our friends
from the Maritime Provinces, I protest
against the proposition to do anything
which, for purely protective purpose-,
will place fresh burdens upon their
shoulders. When did they coie
whining like paupers to your gate ?
When did they coné to this bouse to
ask for anvthing to strengthen their
strong right arms in achieving the
fruits of honest industry ? You can
hardly go among them and listen
to the stories many of thei can tell of
their hard wrestlings and their once
rugged lot without emotion-without
hearing a tale ofitruggles and suffering
that has about it ail the eleients of
romance. It was not by asking the
aid of legislation that they exalted from
the earth her tribute and from the
wilderness a borne, and literally male
the desert to blossom as the rose; it
was not by appealing to legislation
that they made Canada as great as she
is to-day, that they have made our
people so strong that they can meet
one of the severest crises in our history,
if not without anxietv at least without
alarm.

We are told, too, we must have pro-
tection here because of its great suceess
in the United States. I am not going
to follow the exaiple of some of my
hon. friends by reading long passages
froin the speeches and opinions of
eminent statesmen. When my lon.
friend froni Waterloo referred to Mr.
Wells I heard something like a jeering
laugh on the other side of the House.
His opinions may be taken for what
they are worth. A-ny hon. gentleman
in this bouse is just as entitled to hold
and express his own opinions as Mr.
Wells; but il we want facts and the
stateients of a highly conscientious
man--a inan who, beyond most other
public men, is accustomed to the com-
pilation of figures and facts-we may
go with ail confidence to Mr. David
Wells, and there are few men living at
the present time who have so large a
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fund o information upon those subjects
with which be is acquainted, or on
wh<m you can rely with more con-
confidence than upon than gentleman.

Now, with regard to the American
mercantile marine, my hon. friend from
North Norfolk remarked that the
destruction of the American shipping
was a consequence of the war. The
war did rather less damage to
the navy than the hon. gentle-
man, perhaps, believes. More than
ten vears aave elapsed since
that w-ar terminated ; eleven years
will have passed by in a few weeks
since Richmond fell, soon after which
peace was restored to the Union. What
is protection asked for if not to foster
w-hat are called infant industries, or to
aid the recuperative power that is
found in the resources of a eountry ?
What is the condition of the American
mercantile marine to-day ? It is n a
state of depression ; so weak that I
believe not a single letter is carried
across the ocean in an American ship.
There is a country with the finest
resources for shipbuilding in the whole
world, with ample supplies of timber
and of iron, and with a sea coast lined
with admirable facilities for shipping,
and yet, such have been the blighting
effects of protection as recorded by Mr.
Wells and other American writers,
that their mercantile navy is practically
destroyed, and Anerican commerce is
virtually swept from the seas.

Another great industry, the manu-
facture of woollens, niay also be
instanced. During the war, when
cotton was very dear and so scarce th at
it was alnost impossible to obtain it,
wool, of course, came into the market.
There was an enormous demand for
wool, manufactories sprang up and
an exceedingly profitable business was
done. But the moment the war was
over the trade in woollen goods to a
certain extent collapsed. There had
been over-production; there was a
cessation ofdemand from the army, and
the Government threw a quantity of
the surplus stock into the market. The
result of this was a great outcry.
Farmers went to Washington to obtain
relief. A convention was held, and it
was proposed to levy, and Congress did
levy a protective duty of something
like 120 to 150 per cent. ; and yet

such is the state of the woollen,
trade at this moment that not
only bas the magnificent breed of
sheep dwindled away, but the mills
are being 1.iterally sold at sacrifice
prices, at less than twenty-five per
cent. of their cost, because the trado
has been crushed out of existence by
protection.

I comne next to silks. In the United
States there is a duty of 60 per cent.
on silk manufactured goods, the raw-
material being admitted free. But>
notwithstanding this, the manîîufaetur-
ers are clamouring for an increase of
duty in order to protect their trade
from destruction.

Well, if we may look to America to
sec what lias been the etfct upon its
commerce of a protective poliey-and I
am not one of those whbo are ashamed
to look to her for an exaiplefor if there
is ene country in the world besides
Great Britain that may be worthily
imitated, it is the United States in a
great many passages of their history
-we may surely turn to Engiand to
learn -what have been the effects of fiee
trade. We are certainly just as mucli
entitled to take a lesson froi Frece
Trade England as from Protectionist
Anerica. If ever there was a class of
men in this world who might fiirly
cry out against free trade-if eve-
there was a class to whom free
trade threatened destruction, t was
the farmers of England at the
tine the corn laws were repealed.
The case of our Canadian farimers
affords no parallel to theirs. They
knew nothing of land whieh they could
call their own or of the light taxation
we enjoy here. A large proportion of
them were tenants-at-will, liable to be
thrown out of their farns by their
landlords at short notice. A large
number of them w-ere in debt, and a
spirit of despondency brooded over
the whole land. I will read a short
passage from the work of a very able
writer to show the state of Gri-eat
Britain in 1841, previous to the time
Sir Robert Peel commenced his fiscal
reformis:-" The period of Sir R.
"Peel's accession to office was one.
"of greater depression than our
"industrial interests had ever be-
" fore experienced. The State seemed
" precipitately fallng to decay ;
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it was as tbough the very
spirit of death paralized all the move-
ments of capital ; we stooc like some
ancestral oak, arrested in the mid-
career of spring-tide vegetation by
some fatal shock, and from whose
branches the vital sap is suddenly
withdrawn. Never again may such
a dismal time darken the path of
Old England ! The distress which
was then endured by the nation

" sounds more like the wild creation of
a tragic fancy than a recital of sober
facts."'
Buit what was the result, even to

the farmers, of the corn laws being re-
pealed? Fron 1831 to 1840, under
protective laws, the average consunip-
tion of foreign wheat in Great Britain
was 900,000 quarters, of the value of
£2,520,000 sterling. Fron 1841 to
1850, partial free-trade having been in
1roperation up to 1849, the average con-
sufmption had increased to 2,600.000
quarters, of the the value of £6,890,-
,<U00. From 1851 to 1860 the average
'Onlsumllptioni had increased to 5,000,-
4)00 quarters, of the value £13,500,-
-000. In the eight years, from 1854 to
1861, there was consumed in Great
Britain £122,000,000 worth of foreign
'vheat, equal to $75,000,000 worth in
-our money, on an annual average.
Yet, notwithstanding this, from 1843
to 1860, the assessment on agricultural
lands had increased from £42,127,419
in thj former to £42,994,947 in the
latter year. The valuations of far-
mers' profits also in creased enormously,
and such was the effect of this-the
ýraw material of industry, the first
nIecessary of life, being cheapened to
the great body of the people-that not-
withstanding these great importations
,of breadstuffs, the price of wheat
,actuallv increased. From 1841 to 1850
the price of wheat was £2 13s. 3½,d.

per quarter, from 1851 to 1860 it
was £2 14s. 7½.d. per quarter. In
Great Britain the estimnated area of
-eultivated land in 1827 was 34,014,000
-acres. In 1868 it had increased to
45,832,000. In 1874 it had increased
to 47,143,000 acres. The number of
horses, cattle and sheep had increased
in similiar proportion. There was
juast this result perceivable. Instead
'of almost exclusively growing wheat
there was more pasture larming.

Mr. DYMOND.

The intelligence of the farmer
has calied into activity. You will
find by looking at the statistics a
much larger number of shepherds em-
ployed by farmers in 1871 than in
1861. The increase from 1851 to 1871
was from 12,500 to 22,323; and the
number of persons engaged in tending
agricultural machinery-another very
important indication of the progress of
the fîrming comunity---had also doubled
in the same period. Thon, again, when
we turn fromn the experience of the
agriculturists to the records of the
great volume of trade, in order to ascer-
tain what the effect of free-trade has
been upon the commercial community,
we find a very similar result. The
British exports of 1822 were £36,968,
961; in 1842, under twenty years of
protection, they bad only increased
about £11,M00,000; but in 1853, during
a period of partial free-trade, they had
more than doubled. Thev had grown
to £93,357,306 ; and in 1873 they had
reached the enormous volume of £300,
000,000, of which £250,000,000 were
the produce of Great Bitain herself,
£50,000,000 being the produce of other
countries to which she acted as factor.
We have thus, on the one hand, the dis-
tressed and, in nmany cases, ruined in-
dustries of the United States as the
consequence of protection, and we
have on the other hand the magnificent
exhibit ofFree-Trade England, to which
I have just taken the liberty of calling
attention.

Now, I said if my hon. friend from
South Waterloo came in I would
venture to make one or two remarks
on the speech he delivered this
evening, and which was, to a large
extent, an echo of other speeches he
bas made on the same subject. I can
venture to take liberties with my hon.
friend ; we can afford to differ a little
on this side. We are numerous enough
to do so safely, and our very name of
Reformers shows we are progressive,
and must therefore at times differ.
But my hon. friend has progressed
backwards. The hon. member from
East Elgin bas not the reputation of
being a joker, or the House would have
discovered the fine irony underlying
the reference he made to the member
for South Waterloo this afternoon.
Looking at the position in which we
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:are placed at this moment, w-hen we
are bracing ourselves for a struggle
with protection, I venture to say the
speech of my hon. friend was about as
objectionable as any that could have
fallen from bis lips. When he con-

eded one point he conceded all, and
once on tbat inclined plane to
whieh sonebody alluded, wben he
begins to slip there is no know-
ing where lie will go to. I don't be-
lieve my lion. friend is going to pursue
that course. le bas been carried
away by the outcry around him, and
has been led into the belief that under
certain circumstances he should do
that which Mr. Wells, whom he quotes,
says is to the last degree pernicious.
We are braeing ourselves for a struggle
in which, as a party, we have to choose
sides. I ani not sorry that the tine
has cone when we are to bave a
square issue on this question. I care
not what Government may be incon-
venienced, or what Ministri-y may
rise or fall, so long as the truth re-
mains-that on this side of the louse
we are the party of free-trade in the
sense in which free-trade is understood
in this country. We have on the pre-
sent occasion adopted that principle
as our policy. Our opponents, so far
as th ey bave expressedith emsel ves, have
taken sides against us. We have not
beard the important speech which is
to be delivered some day by the right
bon. member for Kingston. I shall
listen, as we all do, to bis utterances
with the most profound attention and
respect. But we have bis opinions as
expressed elsewhere, and in spite of
the good character the hon. member
for East Elgin gives him, I believe ho
is at beart a Protectionist. I believe
he once said that ny hon. friend the
Premier's courage, like Bob Acres',
w-ould ooze out of bis finger ends. But
iwho is the Bob Acres here to-day ?
Who lias shown on this question a
want of courage ? The right bon. gen-
tleman has shrunk from taking a de-
cided stand on this question. It is he
who is playing the part of Bob Acres,
if he will excuse me for saying so. At
Kingston on the 10th of January, 1874,
the hon. gentleman wanted votes, as
ho bas often done, and he made a
speech in which he alludel to things
in general, and this question of free-

trade and protection in particular. le
said-alluding to the late Government:
" We should have been forced to re-

adjust the tariff to assist the indus-
tries of Canada, so as to enable them

"to compete with the home market
and the farimers nust be p-otected a-so
so that they would not have to depend
on the fact of a good crop or a bad
crop." The right hon. gentleman was

not only going to protect the mnanufac-
turers, lie was also going to do wliat no
one had ever attompted before since the
world began-ensure the flirners riches
whether they bad good crops or bad
crops. The right bon. gentleman also
made a speech at Cooksville last Jannî-
ai-y. We aie sometimnes told that on
suehi occasions lie is not in sober ear-
nest; but we were not there to know
whetlier on that occasion he was jok-
ing or not, and we nust therefore lold
him to bis wo-ds as they were spoken.
le said :--" The next principle is that
"in the arrang-ement of our taritf; we

will consult the inte-csts of Canada
"altogether. We will endeavourwithout

undiily burdenin(g the a(gricultural
"portion of our population, so to adjust
" the tariff as to eoeourage our manu-

fhctu-ei-s, and to 1 r>tect theni froi
"the enoriîous capital that is collected
C in England and the United States."
So at intervals of two years the right
lion. gentleman declared himself to be
prepared, as he had done in 1872, wlien
lie was scurrying around the country
rallying his followers, to be an advo-
cate of protection. In faet, he declared
himself to be that which the Govern-
ment have at this moment pronounced
themselves not to be-prepared to lay
on taxes, not for purposes of revenue,
but to benefit a certain class or
certain class(s of the community.
He was doing that which my
hon. friends froim Hamilton have
asked us to do, and whîat my
lion. friend from Waterloo in an incau-
tious moment professed he was almost
ready to do - that is, to be willing to
adjust the tariff in the interests of the
manufacturers. When I beard my
hon. friend from Cumberland the other
night say he was neither a Free-Trader
nor a Protectionist, and thon beard the
course taken by the hon. member from
South Waterloo, I thought it looked
very like a coalition. Although the
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hon. member for Waterloo feels the
most intense repugnanceo for every
other principle advocated by the hon.
member for Cumberland, on this one
they seem to be agreed. I hope my
hon. friend will receive the warning
thus honestly given him, that ho is in
bad company and runs the risk of for-
feiting that brilliant reputation he has
won and in the ranks of the Reform

party upto the present time. But, Sir,
I believe that by this question being

presented as a clear political and party
issue, we shall, when the hour comes,
all fal1 into lino. I bolieve that Mont-
real at no distant day will cast off her
mourning apparel. We shatllfind Ham
ilton, sitting clothod and in her riglt
mind. I have great hopes for North Nor-
folk; there will be a strengthening of
the knees in South Waterloo, and even
Lincol n may see light. That being
the case, I for one mostfearlessly await
that struggle. I am toi that we should
be banished fron publie lite if we talk
of free-trade; but I think the people
of this country are a groat deal wiser
than ve give theni credit for being.
Al the wisdom of the Donminion is not
ou the floor of this Parliaient. If the
Government had given way to the ex-
tent of21 per cent., as they were asked
to do, they would simply have weak-
enel the position they now hold and
have done no good, even from a protec-
tioaist point of view, to any man,w'oman
or child in the commnnity. If I had
thought we could have done anything
that wouild have relieved the distress
in the country, no one would have
yieldel more readily, but I defy any
one to show the gool that would have
resulted from a 21 per cent. increase.
If we are to have protection letus have
it fhirly and squarely ; prove to us on
the floor of Parliaient that the country
would be botter with a protective taîitf
and we would have to bow to your ar-
guments, but till we have stronger
proof than the more peddling appeals
made to us on this question have sup,
plied, we will have to take our stand as
we have taken it to day. We have
fought great battles in the past; we
have been the party of free institu-
tions ; we have been the party of a
free press, we have been the party of
free education. A gallant wing of
our party is even at this moment

Mr. DYMOND.

struggling for the principle cf free
thought and freo speech in one of the
Provinces of this Dominion, an! the
time is coming when we must inscribe
" Free-Trade " on our banner-that is
free-trado in the sense of laying on the
shoulders of the people no other
burthens than the exigencies of the
public service may require.

Mr. APPLEBY-Perhaps there is
no political question which lias reccived
more promiinence lately than protection
and since Parlianient have assembled
here the advocates of that systein have
taken advantage of every opportunity
that his presented itse!f to propound
their peculiar views asnd flood the
House with the arguments at their
disposal. Anyono who has watched
the progress of affairs in this country
for sonie tine past must have seen that
protection and free-trade must enter
strongly into the politics of the
Dominion, and there will bo a definite
line drawn between political parties on
this question. If there were any
doubt as to what the opinions of the
Government are ou protection that
doubt has been settled by the Budget
Speech of the Government. Being a
Free-Trader myself, I have to offer my
congratulations on the policy that they
have declared and I think it will be
received with approbation fron all
parts of the Dominion. Political parties
have been required from time to time
to lay dowa a platform, the Reforni
party has laid theirs down as economy
and frec- r.de, and I think the country
will respond to that sentiment. A
number of persons seem to have a great
idea of the power of Parliament to
legislate prosperity for a coantry,
and I think if we keep on
in this strain we wl almost
believe it ourselves. A great many in
advocating the doctrine of protection
seen to think thatParliament can leg-
islate prosperity ; but the wealth of a
country is hewn out by the honest in-
dustry of the people. Every man in a
free country is actuated and impelled
by his natural instinct to work out and
acquire prosperity, and the credit of
that is our national wealth. I am my-
self a Free-Trader of the most radical
type, and I hold it the duty of Free-
Traders to avow their prineiples, and
not be content with the present condi-

(COXMONS.] Budget.



Budget. 389

tion of things.
That we intend to take no steps

backward, but will use every effort to
gradually reach that period when
tariffs and custom houses shall be un-
known.

Although 'free trade, pure and
simple, and its incident, direct taxa-
tion for revenue purposes are not
practicable at the present day, and may
not be for some years to come, still, I
repeat that we should seek to render
them practicable, hoping finally to see
no restrictions upon commerce, and
our revenues collected in a rnanly
straightforward manner--in the words
of an Enzlish writer--" When our re-
"venues are henceforth to be drawn
"not from oppressive imposts on in-
"dustry, wrapped in puerile conceal-
"ments, but from assessments openly
"and honestly levied, and voluntarily
"acquiesced in as the price which a
"free man pays for benefits conferred."

We have been told by the advocates
of protection that the want of a nigh
protective tariff bas produced the com-
mercial depression under which this
countgy is at present suffering, and we
are at the same time pointed to the
United States as an instance of
national prosperity under protection.

These gentlemen should remember
that this country flourished wonder-
fully under a 15 per cent. tariff, and it
must be apparent that the present dis-
tress arises from other causes, as the
distress is world wide, and prevails to
a much greater extent in the United
States than in this country.

Although the people of that country
are at present suffering great commer-
cial distress, they have in the past
prospered wonderfully. but not by
reason of high protection, but in spite
of it.

They had the wars of the revolu-
tion and 1812, the Mexican war, and
the late civil war, and they have pros-
pered in spite of these burdens just as
they have prospered in spite of a high
protective tariff. If our manufac-
turers represented the great bulk of
the people of the Dominion, if all our
hopes of prosperity depended upon
their success, we might be inclined to
listen to their views, but they repre-
sent a very small portion of the
eountry. The great industries of the
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Dominion arc the ftnming, lumbering.
shipping, fishing and inining, interests
none of which is it practicable to pro-
tect by legisiation.

We are asked, Sir, to create mono-
polies to lay the great consuming class
under contribution to enrich the manu-
facturing few.

Protection inflicts a double wrong
u pon consumers; first, they are com-
pelled to pay higher for their manufac-
tured goods than they would under
foreign competition; and if foreign
manufacturers are excluded from the
country, the revenue from that source
falls off, and must be made up by an
additional tax on those necessaries
which are not, and cannot be produced
in the country, and which are in com-
mon use by all classes, the poor as well
as the rich. My opinion is that we
have too much legislation, that the
people should be let alone; that the
first and almost only duty of Govern-
ment is to sec that life, liberty and
property are secure, and that the
people should be allowed to buy and
sell when and where they may with-
out hindrance.

I hope to see the time when Parlia-
ment will take their unlawful hands
from trade and commerce, that they
may be alloved to flow in natural and
unrestricted channels.

As an instance of the hindrance to
trade, I would mention our Stamp
Duty, which I hope the Government
will soon sec their way clear to repeal.

While I congratulate the Govern-
ment on their policy, I hope that they
will still further pursue a policy of
Free Trade, and instead of an increase,
that there will be a decrease in the
present tariff. I desire to call atten-
tention to the article of Kerosene Oil,
which can be bought in the United
States for 12 cents per gallon, upon
which we pay a duty of 15 cents per
gallon.

I hope at no distant day that this
obnoxious tax may be removed, and a
more reasonable tariff imposed instead.

The hon. member for Montreal Cen-
tre intimated that the Goverument
were not carrying out their own prin-
ciples, but were compelled to abandon
them by pressure from Maritime mem-
bers, which pressure he denounced in
unsparing terms. At the same time

-The ( M Anca 3, 1876.]



290 The

he threatened the Government with
his opposition unless his views weie
met; what was wrong in others was
just the proper thing Ior the member
for Montreal.

It is well known that the Prime
Minister is a Free Trader, we have
abundant evi.dence of this from his
public speeches. We also know that
very great pressure lias recently been
brought to bear upon him by members
of Parliainent and iifluential delega-
tions from Montreal and other manu-
facturing ciies, to induce him to abnan-
don his prineiples and inaugurate a
protection poli cy. It. therefore, would
not Le surprising if gentlemen from the
Maritime Provirices should wait upon
the Governnit ar( 1itimate that
they migit pie whe utmost reliance
upon their support and assistance in
carrying out their principles.

If an absolute free trade poliey
should be adopted, the fleets of all
nations would see k our shores,ladenwith
the coiiodities of the world; these
fleets would not return in ballast, but
would carry away every article of our
surplus products, affording a steady
and convenient market. Il concluding
my remarks, I may indulge in the hopa
that the time may come in Canada
when such a state of affairs may be
brought about when we shall have such
a condition of national prosperity as
Political Economists have never yet
<dreamed of.

Mr. ROCHESTER-The hon. mem-
ber who bas just taken his seat repre-
sents the County of Carleton, New
Brunswick. I bave the honour to repre-
sent the County of Carleton, Ontario,
and I hope the reporters will not make
a mistake at d attribute the hon. gentle-
man's sentiments to me, as he claims to
be a Free-Trader.

I will allude to a remark that fell
from the Finance Minister during his
Budget Speech, on the subject of the
<lepression. He said that this was the
case in manufacturing and commercial
circles; and also, that among all the
complaints, he had heard none from
the lumber trade. I take it for granted
that this statement is true; but I will
say that this was not because there
was no reason for it, and not because
abuses were not connected with this
interest which ought to be remedied.

Mr. APPLEBY.

In the first place, as to these abuses,
we find that the Michigan lumbermen
can take out their timber, bring it
througb into Canada, use our lakes,
rivers and canals, and enjoy all the
privileges and rights of Canadian
subjects without paying one cent. there-
for. This, I contend, is an abuse; and
not only is this the fact, but the Ameri-
cans have the benefit of our market.
They convey their timber to Quebee,
and possess all the advantages to which
Canadian lumbermen are entitled, on
precisely the saine footing as the latter.
Then there is the fbrwarding interest,
which is very important, as for a
number of years a large quantity of
lumber has been sent into the United
States, which bas been an extensive
and excellent market for Canada. I
believe that I am correct in saying that
in the Treaty of Washington in 1872,
it was supposed that equal rights and
privileges would be granted to Canadian
forwarders in the United States; and I
will read a short extract from correspon-
dence, in order to show how the provi-
sion in this relation has been carried eut.
In reply to a letter from one of the
forwarders to the Collector of Customs
at Plattsburgh, this was written
"I have the honour to acknowledge
"the receipt of your letter of the lst
"inst., wherein you ask for the follow-
"ing information,viz.:-Whether Cana,
"dian barges will be allowed to pass
"en route from Rouse's Point to New

York with foreign merchandise in
"bond ? In reply I beg to inform you
"that the United States laws, as con-

strued (I think misconstrued would
"have been a better word) by the
"Treasury Department, prohibit the
"trade in question, so far as British
"vessels are concerned. See 2,771,
" Revised Statutes of the United States,
"which read as follows : 'Vessels
"which are not vessels of the United
"States shall not be admitted to un-
"load at ports of entry established by
"by-law, and no such vessel shall be
"admitted to make entry in any other
"district than in that one in which
"she shall be admitted to unload."'

This is from the Collector of Customs
at Plattsburgh. Now, the forwarders
went a little further, and one wrote to
Washington; he says :-" Not being

satisfied with the reply, knowing a
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"I did that in 1866 some 70,000,000
"feet of Canadian lumber upon British

barges was transported from this
district to the district of Vermont in
bond, because it suited the Govern-

" ment of the United States that year
to have it so, I sent to get a copy of

"the instructions from Washington on
the subject, and the official answer I
received was as follows:--

" TREAsURY DEPARTMENT,
I WASHINGTON, D,C., June 18, 1875.

" I have received your letter of the 4th
instant, transmitting a letter from the Secre-
tary of the Ottawa and Rideau Forwaiding
Company, stating that he had forwarded a
number of his British barges from Ottawa
to New York, via Lake Champlain, Champlain
Canal and the Hudson River, and that he in-
tended continuing that trade, if it be not
illegal.

" I will thank you to inform the gentle-
man that the laws, as construed by this
department, prohibit the trade in question, so
far as British vessels are concerned. The fact
that the vcssels mentioned as having gone to
New York were British, was over-looked at
that port, and they were treated as American.
Section 5,771 of the Revised Statutes requires
that the vessels in question shall unload at
your ports.

" (Signed,) Very respectfully,
c B. H. BRISTOW,

secretary.
To Jacob Parmister,

" Collector, Plattsburgh."

It appears that the general im-
pression has been for years, since the
negotiation of that Treaty, at all events,
that the difficulty was with the State
Gov.ernments, that they would not
allow our barges to pass through their
canals, or grant to Canadians the rights
and privileges Americans enjoy in the
Dominion, but from this answer it
seems that on the contrary, the States
have expressed their willingness to
allow Canadian barges to pass through
all their canals, and that the difficulty
lies with the Federal Government.
When our boats cross the line they
must stop at the first port of entry,
enter their cargo, and pay their
duty-$2 in gold per thousand board
measure. I suppose that the hon.
member for North York will call
this reciprocity ; and so will J, on one
side. The barges enter at the first port
of entry, and pass into the interior for
perhaps twenty or thirty miles, but
not beyond forty miles, because this is
not permitted; and this is prevented,
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not by the State Governments, but by
the Federal Administration. I will
just read the 27th article of the Treaty
of Washing! on :-" The Government
"of Her Britannic Majesty engages to

urge upon the Government of' the
Dominion of Canada to secure to

"'the citizens of the United States
I the use ofthe Welland, St. Lawrence
"and other canals in the Dominion on
"ternIs of equality with the inhabi-
"tants of the Dominion, and the Gov-

ernment of the United States engages
that the subjects of' Her Britannic
Majesty shall enjoy the use of the St.
Clair Flats Canal on terms of equa-
lity with the inhabitants of the
United States; and further engages

"to urge upon the State Governments
" to secure to the subjects of Her
" Britannic Majesty the use of the
" several State canals connected with

the navigation of the lakes or rivers,
traversed by or contignous to the
boundary line between the posses-
sions of the ligh Contracting Parties,
on terms of equality with the inhab-
itants of the United States."
I think it is clear that the difficulty

lies with the Federal Government.
This is an abuse whieh I consider ought
to be remedied; and I imagine it would
be if proper representations were made
by our Government to the American
authorities. It is a great disadvan-
tage to the Canadian lumber trade,
as to send lumber to New York in
American barges costs from $6 to
$7, and sometimes $7.50 per thousand,
while our Canadian forwarders would
willing to take it through at $5 per be
thousand. We are obliged to pay $1
in gold in duty, and from $1.50 to $2
extra on freight. American bargemen
generally own their own barges; they
load with coal, and wait for the first
opportunity when they can obtain a
tow towards Canada; and so they
go on, until they reach Montreal or
Ottawa. Having discharged their coal,
they load with lumber and return.
When this treaty was made Canadian
forwarding companies purchased plant
to compete for the carrying trade, and
to-day from 25 to 30 steamers, and from
200 to 300 barges built at the time,
are lying at various wharves, rotting.
The trade is labouring under a great
hardship, and I hope that the G'overn-
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ment will take this matter in hand. And
I cannot see that they will have any
grvat difficulty in effecting a satisfac-
tory arrangement. If the Federal
Government of the United States has
made this Treaty, and will not carry it
out, I think that the country ought to
know it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - I think
that the country does know it pretty
well.

Mr. ROCHESTER -I am very glad
to hear it, Mr. Speaker, and I hope
that the Government will endeavour to
obtain redress. If the obstacles can-
not be removed, then $2 per thousand
feet sbould be levied on the oak and
pine which our American cousins send
into the Dominion; and this would be
what I would call reciprocity.

I am not prepared with statisties,
but I can tell the Hon. Premier that a
large quantity of American oak and
white pine is sent to the Quebec mar-
ket; and I am credibly informed that,
whereas the only profitable trade that
will be transacted during the present
year, as far as I can see, will be in deals,
Americans are preparing to send a
large quantity of them to the Quebec
market. If this be the case I think
there is the strongerreason why $2 per
thousand should be levied on their
lumber coming into Canada, while such
a sum is collected on Canadian timber
shipped to the United States. I am
one of those who are in favour of free-
trade, but I cannot endorse the senti-
ments of my hon friend from North
York in this regard, for I hold that a
system of free-trade on the one side,
and protection on the other, is one that
does not suit the interests of this or
any other country. The lumber inter-
est is perhaps second to none other in
the Dominion, and under these circum-
stances I think I am perfectly justified
in saying that it ought to have the fos-
tering care of the Government and be
protected as much as possible.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-If my
hon friend would look at page 368 of
the Trade Returns, he would find that
the entire sawn lumber entered from
the United States, was only worth
$141,000, and that on it were paid
$20,000 in duties.

Mtr 0H EmSTER.,

Mr. ROCHESTER-Have you the-
figures for square timber ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - The
square timber entered was valued at
$256,000.

Mr. ROCHESTER-What was paid
on it?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The mere
cost of transit.

Mr. ROCHESTER-Was duty paid
on it ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It was
shipped through; and the more of it
that comes the better.

Mr. ROCHESTER-I see that lum-
ber and timber of all kinds, round,
he wn and not otherwise manufactured,
are entered free. I cannot see how the
timber mentioned paid duty.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Squared
timber is free.

Mr. ROCHESTER-I think the First
Minister will agree with me, that this
affects our market to a great extent.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Not in
the least.

Mr. ROCHESTER-Our trade is
very largely in squared timber in this
part of the country ; and the Ameri-
cans take it to the Quebec market for
sale. Their pine is good timber, and
I know that last year quite a large
quantity of it was sent from Michigan
to Quebec.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-So much
the better.

Mr. ROCHESTE1R-I must .confess
that I must be dull of understanding
if this is the case. If the Premier
shows that he is right I will admit that
I am wrong ; but if he or any other
hon. gentleman on the floor of this
House will prove that it is proper that
we should pay duty on timber sent
into the United States, while Ameri-
can timber is admitted into Canada
free to compete with us in our own
market, I would like to hear it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Does not
the hon. gentleman see that it supplies
a vast amount of trade to our shipping ?'
It is that which induces the Americans
to bring the grain from Chicago
through our canals, and so increases the
shipping trade at Quebec, and acts ad-
vantageously to the country.
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Mr. ROCHESTER-Does not our
lumber going to the United States
benefit their carrying trade ? It is the
saine thing.

An Hon. Member-Theydon't see it.
Mr. ROCHESTER - They don't

-want to see it. The hon. member for
North York stood up as the advocate
of the agriculturists in this House, and
I think the farmers ought to be obliged
for the compliments he paid them,.
But I cannot see how he can go back
to his conistituents. and in view of the
duty they have to pay to get over the
stonc wall, tell them it is to their
interest to maintain the present sys-
tem. I thinlk they should have pro-
tection, and that it would be the most
reasonable thing imaginable for them
to have it, especially if the United
States will not deal fairly and honestly
with us in this matter of reciprocity.
I do not agree with the hon. gentleman
that the imposition of the same duties
.s they impose upon our goods is reta-
liation, and there is no doubt that the
inited States is experiencing depres-

sion as well as Canada. England bas
suffered in the same way, together with
Other nations in Europe. But so long
as the Americans can put 'a duty on
goo is sent -in by their neighbours, and
escape a like impost when they export
to other countries, there is no danger
of their becoming bankrupt.

With regard to the lumber interest,
which is second in importance, I think
it ought to be protected as well as the
agricultural industry. The agricul-
turists raise their corn, wheat, oats and
flour, and the lumbermen are the
consumers. The one cannot get along
without the other. The lumber trade
brings in a vast anount of gold into
this country, and therefore deserves and
ought to have the fostersing care of
the Government ; and I hope that the
Ministry will endeavour to find ont
where the trouble lies with regard to
this forwarding business.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--The trouble
'lies very near the hon. gentleman.

Mr. ROCHESTER-My hon. friend
must excuse me; I am bad at guessing.
With regard to the difference of freight,
it would only pay the duty the
:Americans receive from us. On the

.other hand, speaking of the coal trade,

the same barges that c-me here loaded
with coal could return with our lumber,
anti our barges taking lumber to the
United States could bring back coal,
which by such an arrangement eould be
landed on our wharves at $1 per ton
less than at present. I don't know
how this would suit some of my Lower
Province friends, but such would be
the result.

I will not detain the house further
than to say that I hope this discussion
wilJ lead to some benefit to the trade,
andt that the gentlemen who have
en n unciated free-trade principles will so
change their minnds as togrant what is
right to all parties. We want nothing
more than we ought to have, and which
I think it is our duty to demand. If
this matter were left to the Local
Governments I think there might
be trouble in obviating the diffi-
culty, but while it is in the hands
of the Fede 'al Governm)ent there ought
to be no mnisunderstanîding, and our
forwarders should be put on the saie
footing as those of the United States.

Mr. DAVIES--When speaking to
the resolution of the hon. member for
Bothwell asking for an enquiry into
the causes of the commercial depres-
sion, I said that although the Province
I come from was nearly altogether Free-
trade, and that I myself was a Free-
trader, yet I recognized the necessity
in some instances of fostering manu-
factures, and that if it could be shown
we could fairly give infant manufac-
tures a small degree of protection, I
would not oppose it. I listened atten-
tively to the speeches made on both
sides, and have come to the conclusion
that instead of requiring protection
they are already too much protected.
The hon. gentlemen from Ontario must
not think that protection would be a
benefit to them alone, and that there
are no people in the Maritime Provin-
ces to whom it would be a boon. In
the Province I corne from we r ly
mainly upon agriculture. We also build
ships aad have our fisheries, but owing
to sparse population they are not prose-
cated to a large extent. In Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick the bulk of the
ships are built for export; we build
them and send them to England with a
cargo and sell them. There is actually
a tax on that industry, which was im-
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posed some two years ago. I obýjected
to it at the time, but the hon. member
forYarmoith and other hon. gentlemen
took the ground that, as lighthouses
and harbours of refuge were construct-
ed for the benefit of owners, that inter-
est should make some return. Our
ships, as I have stated, are not built
for trading, and it therefore seems to
me that no tax should be imposed on
our raw materials. The proper way to
sustain the lighthouses would be a
slight harbour duty.

The hon. member for Ham»ilton
referred to continental Europe and
the United States as instances of the
beneficial results of protection, but no
statisties were given to show that those
nations are as prosperous as Free-Trade
E ngland, whieh has prospered to an
enormous extent since she inaugnrated
her present fiscal policy. Wages have
advanced 100 per cent. and all classes
appear in a good condition. The hon.
gentleman also says that no man could
be found in the couatry who would be
unwilling to sustain the raanufacturers
to a certain degree. I think they are
already sustained up to that degree.
The raw material comes in free, and
they have a protective tariff of 171 per
cent.; and if they cannot manufacture
with that protection they had better
take to farming.

There are also other interests to
which protection would be a great boon.
The hon. member for Pictou, on the
motion far a protective duty on coals
made by the hon. member for Cape
Breton, pointed out that the tax would
come out of the consumers of Ontario,
and would be unfair to them. He
further showed that the geographical
distance is such that it is not our
natural market for coal, that the con-
sumers would naturally look to the
United States, and that a duty of $3 a
ton would not divert the trade to
Ontario.

The hon. member for North York
spoke very contemptuously about our
coal. We have two kinds of coal-
bituminous and steam-the one pro-
duced at Sydney being the best. The
other kind is not good for house- pur-
poses, and I suppose it was that kind
the hon. member saw at Toronto. The
distance is so great we could not corn-
pete with United States coal in the On-

Mr. DAvixs.

Budget.

tario markets, and a tax on this article
would only be a burden on the con-
sumer without benefiting the Lower
Province coal interest. If we attempt
to tax coal the people of Oiitaiio have
a right to expect a tax on our fisheries,
and we would have to give them up to
the Americans.

I listened with great interest to the
speech of the hon. member for Mon-
treal Centre. He said there had been
a combination of Maritime members
who forced the Government to abandon
a policy of moderate protection. The
hon. member for Halifax, as one of the
leading supporters of the Government,
seemed to know nothing about it. The
fact is a few Maritime members-ten of
them-met in the lobby. We heard
deputations were coming from the
manufacturers of Ontario and Quebec,
and using pressure on the Government.
We thought it was quite right we should
go down and wait on the Premier. He
kindly received us, and we had a talk
with him. As for pressure, we did not
dare to use it. We merely said the
tariff having been increased, and
the depression being temporary we
thought at present an increase of duties
was not required and would not be
acceptable to our constituents. One
or two members who are not in the
habit of speaking in this House, but
have great influence with the party,
said they would not support the Min-
istry on that point. I would not have
spoken of this matter if capital had not
been of it in the press of Ontario and
Quebec. There was no pressure brought
to bear on the Government to compel
them to abandon an increase of duties.

The hon. member for North Norfolk
in a review of the question came to the
conclusion that the protection the
manufacturers enjoy at present is ample.
I think that was a wise conclusion.
He also spoke of the way the North
conquered the South, and attributed it
to the fact that the North had the
manufactures, but it must remembered
that the South was crushed by the
money it had contributed to the North
under the protective system. I think
it is unfair a few eastern manufacturers
should be bolstered up at the expense
of the farmers of the West and South.
The hon. member for Toronto Centre
took the ground that this slaughter-
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ing, as h termed it, came from
England and not fron the Jiited
States, and ho wi.shes to put on a
discriminatory duty against Great
Britain. 1, for one, would never a<ree
to it. We owe too mueh to her to dis-
crimirnate against her in that war.
fe also said the ease with which
young men got credit in England iii-
duced a great many to go into business
who should have remained out of it.
My experience is they are not so readv
to give credit in Great Britain, and that
it is quite as easy to get it in the United
States. I think, with the hon. member,
it is a pity, where we have so much
fine land under forest, that men should
be attracted to the cities instead of
induced to eultivate the soil.

A good deal of the preseit inflation
has been caused by too nuch banking.
I know it is so in my own Province.
Men of business find thev can make
more by investing in bank stock than
in business. Banks make 20 per cent.,
which is more than any legitimate
business ean earn. From this cause
there is too much money invested in
banking, and it is given out freely to
very many young men who would be
much better occupied in other occupa-
tions. Tiev get respectable vouing
men to furnish good security, and then
advance the money with which they
start in business.

Mr. PLU MB--I listened to the able
speech of the Finance Minister with
deep interest, and I thought I could read
between lines an idea which had been
change<d at the last moment-a d isposi-
tion to concede to the manufacturers
that which they had been loudlyasking
for; but I have no doubt the exigencies
of party at the last moment induced
him to change a policy which I think
would have been hailed by the country
with great satisfaction. I am very
gratified, however, to find the tone of
the Finance Minister so changed from
that of his former Budget Speeches.
He gives us now a more hopeful view
of the situation.

Causes outside ofus have brought the
present depressed condition of business
upon us, but we are obliged to deal
with it quite as closely and with quite
as much attention as if we had bronght
it upon ourselves. In all the argu-
ments that have been addressed to the

House upon free-trade, there have con-
stant assertions that there bas been an
attempt upon the part of those who
maintain opposite views to the Gov-
ernment, to obtain a high protective
tariff--a Chinese Wall of protection. I
have never heard of nv suh caim;
I have never heard that it was desired
to imitate the countrv on the other
side of the border; I aim not, nware of
any such proposition being made. I
have heard of noilnjflLg more than a
small increase in the resent tariff
asked for, which would no 2 throw any
additional burthen on tie people.
But scarcely a gentleman who has
spoken on the other side of the ques-
tion, has failed to make n-e ofthe strong.
est free-trade argnmeu, qu oting from
vr. Wells and t' Chiag Tribune.
The latter was uirst quoce by the
Finance 3Minister, and no ioubt the
circulation of the pa :' would be
largely inc reas biiy ti importance
that has been ittached t) i ts articles
by the hon. gen.tleman. If is certain,
as far as I know anythinig of the con
dition of the country. and the situation
in Ontario, that sonething was ex-
pected from the Government-some de-
claration of poliey recogizig au
existing trouble,something likc hold-
ing out the hand of sympathy to the
suffering and stuggling manufac-
turers. I know that there lias been
the greatest possible disappointment
feit, and it will make itself manifest to
this House from every quarter of that
Province. The question of free-trade
has been discussed at sueli lengh that
I hardly think it is necessary to go
into it further. The question of pro-
tection has also been ably presented.
There are strong arguments to beused
on each side, but it is difficult to find
where absolute free-trade exists. I
fail to see that any such policy is
adopted by any country, and when it is
I have no doubt it will be brought for-
ward as an example to this country by
ardent free-trade advocates. I confess
myself in favour of a moderate protec-
tive policy, which will give as a home
demand for our agricultural produc-
tions -not based on the fluctuations
of foreign markets. I have no
hesitation in saying that such
a policy as that will make us measur-
ably independent of other countries,
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and we will hear very little of
" slaughter markets." But, on the
contrary, we will soon be at the mercy
of foreign manufacturers if the policy
of free-trade to be adopted. I was
glad to hear the speech of the hon.
inember for North Norfolk. I fancy a
better argument on our side of the
question could not be addressed to the
House, but I an very sure that the
argument did not at all justify the con-
clusion. The hon. member said he
believed that protection to a certain
extent. and within certain limits, would
be useful. He also said the iron trade
of the United States owed its existence
to protection, that the success of the
manufacturers benefited the agricul-
tural interest bv creating a market for
a variety of farm products, which,
perhaps, migbt not be in demand under
any other state of things, and that he
was in favour of an increase in the 17½
per cent. tariff, until at the last mo-
ment he was converted by the argu
ments of the Finance Minister. The
hon. member for Halifax thought we
owed too great a duty to England to
increase our tariif, and he also spoke of
the Chinese Wall which was to be
erected--which appears to be a favourite
figure of speech with the hon.gentlemen
who advoeate free-trade. He said cities
were merely places of exchange, while
the hon. mem ber for South Waterloo
asserted that cities were great manu-
facturing place-, anid if cities were
protected they would destroy the manu-
factures in smail eommunities. Who
wi!l decide when two such great
" medicine men " disagree ? The hon.
member tor North Ontario brought
forward volumes of statistics relative
to the manufaetures, finances and pop-
uliation o the United States, but what
n-,e are those statisties unless you have
ail the o'her (ofnditions of the problem
to sho whether there is a tide of im-
migrration flowing into the country;
whetier there is an inflated currency
ýor other ci reum<t ances without which
you can iake these statisties support
any position. You can prove anything
by a Blue Book. The hon. menber for
Suth Waterloo said he did not start
from the same stand-point as the hon.
member for North Norfolk, but he also
admitted that free-trade, pure and sim-
ple, was impossible; he was prepared

Mr. PLUMn.

to add 2½ per cent. to the tariff on
articles manufactured in Canada which
suffered most severely in competition
with . similar manufactures of the
United States. He said the lumber
trade had been killed by protection. I
did not understand before that there
was any protection upon the lumber
trade; I understood there was an ex-
port duty on it. If I am wrong the
hon. gentleman will correct me. He
quoted from the Chicago Tribune to
show that protection had crippled, and
in fact destroyed the manufactures of
the United States, and asserted that
they could not export anything. In
reply to that I have to say that a sin-
gle manufactory in the United States
is now exporting from 10,000 to 15,000
pieces of cotton per week to England,
and selling thei in a free-trade coun-
try. I think that disposes of the
argument that the manufactures of a
country that has a proteetive tariff can-
not compete with a country where free-
trade exists. Nobody here desires
to defend the high protective tariff
of the United States. The origin of
that tariff was the commencement of
the war in 1861. The people of New
England and Pennsylvania had been
struggling for protection, but they had
always been kept in check by the free-
trade interests of the South. When
the Southern members of both Houses
seceded from Congress they left a very
large majority of the remaining mem-
bers representing protective interests,
and what was known as the Morrill
tariff was adopted exclusivly in the in-
terests of manufacturers and prohibi-
tory in many particulars. There was
one item, for instance, imposing a duty
of over 100 p er cent. in the screw
manufacture by which a few indi-
viduals made immense fortunes.
That system of hio-h tariffs to a very
great degree became the rule of legis-
lation in the United States, and was
perpetuated in consequence of the irre-
deemable currency and the necessity of
raising large taxes. It is perfectly
true, as asserted, that the collection of
that revenue did cost a great deal more
than the actual net revenue itself, and
gave rise to a great many fraudulent
combinations. No one on this side of
the House ever dreamed of advocating
any such policy in this country.
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The whole country on our border is in
a state of the greatest prostration, and
there are causes which affect this pros-
tration that are not due to the manu-
facturers or to any single branch of in-
dustry. There have been vast expan-
sion, inflation and extravagance,
everywhere ; immense importations
and beavy expenditures on unproduc-
tive railways ; at this moment more
than one-half of the latter in that cotin-
try are non-productive ; and these are
the causes rather than any matters
connected with the manufacturing
industries. The iron interest has been
entirely paralyzed, not only in the
United States but also in England, and
steel rails have fallen since a certain
purchase of which we have heard so
much, from 20 to 30 and even 40 per
cent., and they can now be bought for
about £8 per ton. My hon. friend from
Waterloo was followed in the debate
by the ienmber for East Elgin, in what
I may very properly term a strictly
partizan speech, and I was surprised to
hear bis insinuation that a great
many manufactories were closed about
the time Parliament assembled, and
shortly after the meeting of the Board
of Trade, as if there had been some pre-
concerted action in order to coerce
this House into the adoption of some
measure of relief. I fincy that if
the hon. member would examine
the balance sheets of those manu-
factories he would discover a
much better reason for the stoppage
of their works than the one he bas
suggested. The hon. member made
the astounding and contradictory state-
ment that the policy of my right bon.
friend the Leader of the Opposition
was more inclined to free-trade than
that of the present Government, be-
cause the tarif bas been advanced 2j
per cent. since they have taken office.
fIe also made an extraordinary asser-
tion that a tarif for France in the last
century was made by Mr. Jefferson,
afterwards IPresident of the United
States. I am not aware that the latter
was ever in France on a mission having
relation to the policy of its Govern-
ment, and it is needless to say that he
did not frame its laws.

France, I might further remark,
owes the existence of its manufactures
largely to its system of protection;

has been enabled to meet the enormous
financial burden imposed by the Franco-
German war through this policv,eoupled
with the rigid econony of its people.
He quoted Mr. Webster. of the United
States, as an exponent of a free-trade
policy in 1824; but I an not aware
that the latter was ever a Free-Trader.
le represented New England and a
manufac turing interest for many years,
and was opposed in Congress by a
great advocate of free-trade, (Mr.
Calhoun), and by the Free-Trade party.

My bon. friend from North York
made a fervid oration, cracking bis
whip over the heads of hon. members
on the other side of the Ilouse, some of
whom lie seemed to consider a little
recalcitrant, and telling then that they
must wheel into line because the ques-
tion lay between free-trade and protec-
tion, the gauntlet baving been thrown
down, and I was not surprised to hear
him make that deciaration, although,
notwithstanding the bon. gentleman's
free-trade principles, he is an earnest
and zealous supporter of a Government
which bas increased the tariff, since it
came into power; this is a little contra-
dictory, but we are told to expect con-
tradictions on that side ofthe louse. It
is none of our funeral, as the phrase
goes, and should give us no unihappi-
ness.

I do not doubt at all, and never did
question, that with our resources and
latent wealth, we will survive this
crisis; but I think that the suffering,
which has befallen the country night
have been greatly alleviated if a ditfer-
ent policy had been pursued by the
Government.

I have in my baud a paper which
has relation to the argument that an
increased duty on certain manufac-
tures, would reduce the revenue and
add to the burdens of taxation, i, con-
sider it a cogent answer to these repre-
sentations.

" 1st. low will an increase of the pres-
ent duties effect the revenue as regards
the special class of cotton goods, manu-
factured by ourselves, in stopping the
importations of similar goods from the
United States and England?

" The answeris that more than 70 per
cent. of the goods at present made in
our cotton mills are unbleached cot-
tons; the importation of a similar
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class of goods from England has entire-
ly ceased. The competition - a
ruinous one to the Canadian manufac-
turcrs, as will be shown further on-is
now with the United States solely.
" The Canadian manufacturers, to keep

possession of their own market, have
reduced their prices to such low rates
that the importations by wholesale
houses from the United States has al-
most entirely ceased also. What im-
portation there is at present is mostly by
retailers, who buy from the American
jobber in New York, Boston, Buffalo
and Detroit. The amount of such impor-
tations must be very moderate,and their
total exclusion cannot therefbre affect
the revenue to any appreciable extent,
and would be much more than com-
pensated for by the increase of the du-
ties npon the goods which we do not
ourselves manufacture, the importa-
tions of which vill not be interfered
with by an increase of the duties. This
will also apply to the general importa-
tions of the country which are gov-
erned entirely by the condition of the
trade of the country, and not by the
rate of duty which may be imposed.

"2nd. Iow much increase of the
present duties the condition of this
manufacturing industry requires to en-
sure its continuance and preserve the
capital invested in it, and how it would
affect the consumer.

" As already stated the competition is
with the United States solely. Cotton
man ufacturing in that country possesses
all the advantages of an old and thor-
oughly well-established industry, with
abundance of trained labor, and having
the exclusive possession of their own
market, it is now great and prosperous.

" Some of their mills are the largest
in the world, running constantly on
one class of goods, the cost of produc-
tion is reduced to a minimum, so much
so 4hat very considerable exports of
their goods are now being continuously
made to England, India and China.
American houses such as Messrs. A. T.
Steward & Co., and Claflin, who have
warehouses in Manchester, keep a stock
of those goods on hand for sale. There
bond fide purchases are being continu-
ously made by English merchants.
This is not an abnormal condition of
American cotton manufacturing; on
the contrary, it is their normal con-

Mr. PLUMB.

dition, to which they are now return-
ing, after having been in an abnormal
condition during a long period of the-
most extraordinary inflation in the
history of any nation.

" The premium on gold at present
nearly equals our duties and then our
market is virtually free to them, while
we are shut out from them by duties
which are an effectual prohibition.
" The competition, which the Canadian

manufacturer has thus to contend with,
is a inost unequal one.

" The present price at which what
are called American Standard unibleach-
ed cottons can be imported, is 27 cents
per lb. of cloth. The Canadian manu-
facturer must accept the same, or less
sometimes, while the present cost
of production to him is more; an
increase of the duties of 7½, making
the duty 25 per cent. will not do
much worse than save him from loss,
or at least with the utnost economy in
working, enable him to puy a very
moderate dividend.

" The increased price, which the con-
sumer would have to pay in conse-
quence of such increase, could only be
trifling; it is well known that such
goods are generally sold by both the
wholesale and retail nierchants with
little or no profit; and the benefitcon-
ferred by a growing manufacturing in-
dustry on the country can hardly be
over-rated."

Now a good deal has been said about
the slaughter market, and the small
quantity of American importations
connected with it; it has also been
argued that such a quantity could not
affect our prices and our manufactures,
but I say, that it makes no difference
how small the quantity is, while the
price is a most material consideration
when these goods are offered for sale
at a low figure. The Canadian manu-
facture is bound to meet that price,
however small the amount
offered for sale may be; and here lies
the difficulty, the American imports
having, moreover, the advantage of
being free from duty, owing to the
difference in value between their Icur-
rency and the gold standard.

The condition of things which exist-
ed in the United States for sometime-
has changed; the price of living is re-
duced and we have no longer the ad-
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vantages in our trade with them that
we once enjoyed, the statement holds
good particularly with regard to agri-
cultural products, which they can now
sell to us. We cannot compete with
them.

I do not think that any arguments
in favour of protection, will change the
policy adopted by the majority of the
hon. members of this House; but I
feel that it is my duty to place my
views on record respecting this great
question whicb has agitated the entire
country. Almost every discussion that
has taken place in this bouse during the
present Session, bas drifted into this
subject in some shape or other, and all
this proves the overwhelming interest
taken in the issues which are at stake.

These issues are forcing themselves
by their pressing importance upon the
consideration of the public throughout
the country and upon the earnest con-
sideration of every member of this
louse. They cannot be put aside; but

it is not for gentlemen who occupy the
Opposition Benches to deal affirm-
atively with them now.
The responsibility devolves elsewhere,

and not upon us. It rests with those
who wield the "great majority of this
HRouse, and I must say for one that I
hardly supposed that any influence
could be brought to bear at the
eleventh hour to cause a reversal of
the policy-if it did cause such a
reversal. I am surprised that with the
large majority behind them, the Minis-
try, after having decided upon a policy,
should have withdrawn it to the great
disappointment of the country and to
the great injury of some of the large
industries, which I think it the duty of
every Government, so far as it can con-
sistently be done, to foster and
promote.

Hon. Mr. POPE-Several gentle-
men who have spoken on this question
have stated that a large portion of their
constituents are farmers. I too, Sir,
represent an agricultural constituency,
and am a farmer myself, and I think I
know something about the feelings of
the farmers in that section of the coun-
try. They have desired reciprocity
between Canada and the United States,
and have felt that it would serve their
interests better than anything else.
But they have abandoned that as im-

practicable under existing circum-
stances. They also entertain the senti-
ments held by the cities of Montreal and
Hamilton in relation to the fiscal policy
of the country, because they believe
that the establishment of manufactures,
with such a tariff as is necessary to pro-
tect them, would be to the general
interest. It has been satisfactory during
the debate to observe the endorsement
expressed by the whole Opposition
of the po!icy that bas teen steadily
pursued since 1858. In that year a
system of incidental protection, of
fostering the industries of the coun-
try for revenue purposes was inaug-
urated. There have been changes
in the tariff since then; articles have
been removed from the free list ; but
we continued, and after the abrogation
of the Reciprocity Treaty we progressed
finely. Our progress, we have been
been told, during the last ten or fifteen
years was greater than any time prev-
ious, and that was with the same pro-
tection we now have. That is per-
fectly true. From 1858 dates aliost
the very commencement of our manu-
factures. What did the bon. Sir A.
T. Galt tell the House at that time ?
He said the country was in a most
dangerous condition-that we relied
upon the agricultural community, but
that if we would foster our manufac-
turers, in case of a bad harvest we
would have something else to fall back
upon. But I want to refer again
to those 10 or 12 years, for I take
a great deal of pride in the policy
pursued, which we had to fight for
and maintain in the face of great
opposition. The policy inaugurated in
1858 we continued to 1861, and after-
wards we got on very well, these gentle-
man say. But why ? We have not
exactly the same tariff to-day. The
war was raging on the other side of
the line, and that war served as protec-
tion to our manufacturers. While that
conflict lasted they did not complain
nor ask for anything more ; but
when the war ceased and they were
working back into a normal con-
dition, when labour began to grow
cheap and the-United States built this
Chinese Wall between us, our manu-
facturers began to cry aloud. And I
will tell the hon. gentlemen on the
Treasury Benches that they are very
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much to blame for the cry heard to-day.
They led the manufacturers to believe
that some change in the tariff was con-
templated. My hon. friend from
Norfolk declared that he had come
prepared to vote for a higher tariff-
that although on the 23rd he felt we
ought to have more protection he
changed his views on hearing the
speech of the Hon. Minister of
Finance. That speech must have been
a very powerful one, for its result was
to satisfy everyone in favour of pro-
tection on the other side that they
were mistaken. But these gentlemen
will find they have not satisfied the
country--that the people cainot tarn
round in these days as theyhave done.
They will soon experience the result
of deceiving the country by promis-
ing-I have heard it said such a
promise was made-greater protec-
tion to our manufactures. In view of
that hope held out by the hon. gentle-
men opposite our manufacturers have
held on, kept their factories running,
and have gone to the very end of their
tether. If they had been told in the
first place that no change was con-
templated, much of the disappointment
and trouble would have been avoided.

If any one in this House made a pro-
tection speech, perhaps without fully
realizing it, it was the Hon. Finance
Minister. Part of that speech had no
doubt been prepared for a different
object than that for which it was de-
livered. That part sounded very well.
He tol us that all his lifetime he had
felt that some protection ought to be
afforded.

Hion. Mr. CART WRIGHT-Idid not
say that.

Hon. Mr. POPE-I think you said
that; but I will quote from the speech:

" I do not entirely agree vith those
gentlemen who maintain that there is
no ground for the champions of the
protective tariff. I have always my-
self been of opinion that, in a new
eouitry like this, there is considerable
force in the argument that it is not
well to allow ourselves to depend ex-
clusively upon foreign manufactures,

" and ifwe (o the-e is sorne chance that
we may be supplied with the mere

"refuse of exportations. * * * I am
"inclined to believe that, under certain

lon. Mr. PopE.

"circumstances, a revenue tariff may be
"advantageously imposed, and may af-
"ford considerable benefit in overcom-
" ing certain temporary obstacles
"which are invariably in the way of
4infant manufacturers."

Well, Sir, I don't know that I have
made out my case, but I cannot but
believe that when the hon. gentleman
spoke thus he felt in his own mind that
he Lad a doubt whether some protec-
tion of mauufactures was not neces-
sary.

I was going on to say that while the
war in the United States was in pro-
gress, the high price of labour and cost
of production in that country were all
we required to protect our industries.
But when that war was over we found
the Americans sending their goods to
our market in spite of ourselves.

Now, I do not complain, and I do
not ask for anvthing more than to be
placed on equal terms with them.
They are determined to keep us out of
their markets; is it fair play that we
should allow them such unrestricted
access to ours wbile this state of things
continues ? I presume our factories
may run, but the manufacturing com-
munity are greatly disappointed. Not-
withstanding the speech of the First
Minister in Dundee, the speeches he
has made in this country and the inti-
mations given by the Finance Minis-
ter have led the manufacturers to be-
lieve there would be a certain increase
in the tariff, and believing this the
announcement in the Budget Speech
will be ten times worse on them
than if no encouragement had been
given.

I would not have risen to speak if I
had not wanted to show that the
manufacturer., under this policy are
actually receiving less protection than
they did before, because we were
placed in a different position. In order
to place us in exactly the same posi-
tion, the tariff must be raised.

I am not prepared to say that to
some exteift the farmers might not also
be protected. For instance, suppose
you put a small duty on Indian Corn,
you wiould stimulate the production of
coarse grains in this country, and con-
sequently to that extent it 'would be
advantageous to the agriculturist. If
the Government had come down with
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their first resolution they would have
been more likely to retain the confi-
dence of the country than they will by
this policy.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
debate had now lasted three days, and
if all the hon. gentlemen who desired
to speak on the subject had expressed
their views, he would take this oppor-
tunity to address the House.

lion. Mr. TUPPER quite agreed
with the hon. gentleman, but could
not agree to his making a second
speech, when lie could have done so
on the amendment. He would be
happy to listen to the hon. gentleman
when, under the rule of the House, his
speech would be in order.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I an more
surprised than ever I was in my life to
find the hon. gentleman afraid to hear
the Finance Minister reply to his
speech, and taking advantage of what
lie conceives to be the rule of the
House to prevent him friom speaking.
In all our practice, during twenty years'
experience, I have never known a
Finance Minister to be prevented from
making a reply to the attacks of the
Opposition upon his Budget Speech.
I call the attention of the flouse to the
faet that the hon. gentleman is afraid
to hear the Finance Minister.

lion. Mr. TUPPER-I am not afraid
to meet any hon. gentleman opposite
either in this House or outside of it.
I think I have not given any hon.
gentleman ground to impute cowardice
to me in meeting them whenever or
wherever they pleased to discuss pub-
lic questions. What I do say is this-
as the hon. gentleman refused to take
the opportunity which, under the rules
of the flouse, he had to meet any state-
ments on this side, while we had a
chance to reply to his remarks, I
hope he will not press the delivery of
his speech at a time when lie knows he
cannot be answered, but will avail
himself of the opportunity that will
occur on Tuesday next to make any
remarks he ploases.

Hon. Mr. fOLTON said the hon.
member for Cumberland was, no doubt,
right; buthe had never known the rule
to be enforced. To give the Finance
Minister a chance to speak lie would
move that the debate be adjourned.

Hon. Mr. CARtTWRIGHT-I am
very sorry indeed that the Hon.

Leader of the Opposition did not allow
me the customary and invariable right
to reply to their criticisms, and that I
have been indebted to the courtesy of
the hon. member for Chateaugay for
affording me this opportunity to speak.
I shall avail myself of it, as it is not my
intention to allow the charges of the
hon, gentleman to remain unanswered
for two or three days longer which was
their object.

With respect to the general question
of protection or free-trade, no doubt,
that will be brought up, and in such a
fashion that those hon. gentlemen shall
not be able to shirk the issue. They
shal have a decided vote one way or
the other, that they may depend on,.
and the hon. member for Cumberland
will find neither he nor his right hon.
colleague has gained anything by
refusing to meet the fair and square
issue which the Government has laid
before the House and country. The
first charge is that the Government
were chiefly responsible for the
depression which prevails in the
country. It is a very easy
and a very common trick for dema-
gogues of high and low degree to
charge the Government with being re-
sponsible for hard times, but fortun-
ately for us and unfortunately for the
pair of demagogues opposite-

Several Members-Order! Order!
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-What I

have to say is this, if the lion. member
for Cumberland had possessed any pru-
dence or delicacy, or any sort of regard
for the feelings of the hon. gentleman
beside him, that is the very last charge
lie would have made against the pre-
sent Government. If the present crisis
is fairly due to us; if this or any other
Government is responsible for such dis-
asters, what is to be said of the terrible
crises which prevailed in Canada from
1855 to 1866, during the time the hon.
member for Kingston was responsi-
ble for the management of the affairs of
this country. Ileave the hon. member
for Cumberland to settle that with his
friend and leader at his leisure. I do
not pretend to say the right hon. gen-
tleman was responsible for it. I do
not think he was responsible for the
inflation resulting from the large ex-
penditures on railways any more than

admit we are responsible for the dis.
asters which have arisen from causes

The (MAncaI 3, 1876.]



402 The

over which we have no control. The
charges of the hon. member for Cum-
berland are not new to me. For a
year past he has been formula-
ting them on the stump and at
election meetings in Ontario. Idid not
deem it worth while to reply to them
until w e could meet face to face in this
House. The hon. gentleman has been
good enough to give us a list of the
various causes to which the present
distress is due. Some of them are of
a very remarkable character. The
first is the success of the present Gov-
ernment in destroying the measure for
constructing the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way. In the first place we can show
that most preposterous neasure never
had any life. It was an addled egg
from the commencement. It was im-
possible for us to do it any injury for it
fell still-born. Then the hon. gentle-
man said the declaration in the Speech
from the Throne in 1374 that there
would be a deficit in the revenue,
powerfully contributed to the present
distress, antd also injured our credit
as was well shown, I suppose, by the
success of the Canadian loan floated
in the June immediately succeed-
ing. I have had the opinion of English
capitalists as to the measures which I
brought down on that occasion, and the
policy to which this Government had
recourse, and that opinion was one of
hearty approval of our conduct. The
third cause which he was good
enough to allege was the letter
of Mr. Potter with respect to Cana-
dian securities. I do not believe
we were affected by that letter, but it
may well have been that the credit of
Canada was more or less injured by the
unfortunate fact which alone gave force
to that coinmunication-that the two
great railroads, in which so much Eng-
lish capital was locked up at that time
had paid no dividends.

And that fact no doubt had an inju-
rious effect on Canadian securities,
though I need hardly say this Govern-
ment was in no way responsible
for it. Another reason advanced
was that we had entered into a contract
to build the Canadian Pacifie Railroad
in so many years. IHow an engagement
entered into by us to build two-thirds
of that road in fifteen years from date,
could have injuriously affected the

Ion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

credit of the country when we have
inherited from our predecessors the
legal obligation to build it in ten,
part of which time had elapsed,
is a matter I leave to that hon. gentle-
man to explain at his leisure. He was
good enough to attack me with respect
to a change of policy in 1874, I say
there was no change of policy on that
occasion. Our policy was to raise an
additional $3,000,000 of revenue and
we laid down certain broad lines on
which are were to obtain it. We agreed
to iuake the duty 17j per cent. instead
of 16Î, making an alteration to about
five-sixths of one per cent., which
as it brought more revenue necessarily
involved the abandonment of some
minor duties. The hon. gentleman
froin Cumberland has called attention
to the fact that I had imposed a tax on
shipping materials at a rate of one dol-
lar per ton, which he alleges injuriously
aŽ e 1d is industry. During the year
1875 these duties brought us in the sum
of $29,500 the total shipping built in
that year, amounting to 150,000 tons
so that duty was not equal to
one dollar, but to 20 cents. per
ton. The hon. gentleman only exag-
gerated five fold. I am perfectly willing
to admit that that is no|great exaggera-
tion for him to indulge in; I am glad
even to find that foundation of fact for
his financial statements. It is a very
uncommon thing to find so large a per-
centage of fact in his statements as
twenty cents on the dollar.

The hon. gentleman advanced three
charges which might be described as
serious, if they were true. First, ho
stated it was not necessary to impose
any more taxes in 1874 ; Second, that
our management of the bank deposits
had increased inflation and increased
depression ; Third, it was not
necessary to make either the loan of
1874 or the loan of 1875. If I have
misstated the position of the hon.
gentleman in these three points, I am
open to correction; if not I shall
proceed to comment on them. As to
the first, I doubt whether, with the
exception of the hon. gentleman him-
self, there is another man in the House
who would state that it was not
necessary in 1874 to impose further
taxation. What were the arguments
advanced by the hon. gentleman ? He
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.argued that the imports of 1874 were
so large that it was clear we would
have obtained, without additional in-
oreases in taxation, sufficient to meet all
our engagements. What was the fact ?
The -imports of 1873 were actually
$200,000 more than the imports of
of 1874. What vas the actual revenue
for 1873 ? Mr. Tilly's own estimate for
1873 which was, I believe, substantially
correct, was $21,740,000, to which
.might be added about $260,000 for
Prince Edward Island, making a total
revenue of about twenty-two millions
and, as was abundantly shown at the
time, the revenue which was received
up to the first of April left no doubt
that there was not the slightest ground
for anticipating more revenue than
$22,000,000 on the 30th of June, 1874,
without recourse to additional taxation.
The hon. gentleman was good enough
to say that the fact that the revenue
received under the new tariff for the
first half of 1874-75 was clear and suffi-
cient proof of his position. For the
special information of the hon. gentle-
man, I may state that although it is
true that the imports for the first half
-of the financial year, 1874, amounted
to $69,585,000; the imports for the
same period, 1873, during which there
was no increased tariff, amounted to
$71.068,000, being $1,482,000 excess on
1874. low, therefore, the fact of the
large revenue obtained under the in-
crease of the tariff on a diminished im-
port could prove the assertion that we
would obtain sufficient revenue without
increase in the tariff, I must leave to
my hon. friend to explain to the
House. But the hon. gentleman was
extremely emphatic as to the iniquity
of the Government in the management
of bank deposits, not only here but in
other places. And the hon. gentleman
stated that by our mischievous manage-
ment of deposits, we had increased in-
flation and increased the depression. I
will read to the House the statement of
the total amount of our deposits cre-
.dited to the banks in Canada during
The year 1874-5 :-

July ....................
August ..................
September .............
October.................
Noyember ..............
December...............
January. ........

$9,659,045.
7,930,194
8,844,841
9,983,107
9,698,074

11,475,608
11,595,728

February ................ 9,300,856
March.................... 9,0G6,184
April................... 9,784,223
May....................... 9,955,057
June ..................... 9,700,903
Now, I will only call the attention

of the House to one fact in connection
with that matter, that the largest dis-
crepancy remarked there is a sum of, as
nearly as possible, $3,500,000. When
we came into office we found that there
was a total deposit of $8,000,000 to the
credit of the Government, of which $4,-
396,820.08 bore no interest. We found
also, on looking back over the preced-
ing year that the deposits in the hands
of the late Government had ranged as
follows in the year 1872-3:-

October............... $4,660,057 16
November ........... 4,064,257 96
December ............ 4,537,560 54

1873 :--
January............... 5,710,522 86
February............. 7,102,753 81
March ................ 7,709,701 33
April .................. 8,145,188 33
May ................... 9,487,575 27
June................... 9,405,580 97
July................... 7,760,748 89
August............... 7.420,192 96
September............ 6,500,695 79
October................ 7,685,625 66

Increasing slowly towards the end of
the month. I desire to call the atten-
tion of the Hlouse to these figures.
The allegation was this : that we, by
our policy in dealing with the banks,
increased inflation had incrcased de-
pression. The fact of the matter is,
that there was no inflation whatever
after this Government entered office.
Before we entered office the tide began
to ebb, having in fact attained its maxi-
mum height in the year which ended
30th June, 1873. After that time the
imports began to decrease, although
the accession of Prince Edward Island
would seem for a time to conceal it.
The anticipation of the tariff of 1874
concealed it still more, but the highest
point was reached in the year ending
on the 30th of June, 1873. Both re-
latively and absolutely the fluctuation
which took place in deposits was
greater the last year, during which
these hon. gentlemen were in power,
than at any time since we came into
office. The highest fluctuation was
three and a half millions with us; their
highest was nearly five millions and a
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half per annum. Although I do not
say that the addition or withdrawal of
two or three millions of dollars to the
deposits seriously affects trade, 1 con-
sider it was a dangerous thing to add five
millions and a half to the deposits of
the country during a period of inflation.
It is utterly impossible that we could
have contributed to that inflation from
the simple fact that it had reached its
highest point several months before we
took office at all. Our deposits were
increased, moreover, from two causes
which in no way contributed, as far as
we were concerned, to any inflation
whatever. There was a large expansion
of circulation and we were obliged to
keep a larger sun at ordinary cash
than in other years. In the next place
I had agreed to pay off the Seignorial
Indemnity Fund, and I had to bring
over an amount of money for that, but
so far from contributing to the inflation,
it was a direct benetit to the whole
community. I borrowed the money at
four and a half per cent., and releas-
ed money on which we were paying
six per cent., and added three millions
to the permanent capital of the
country. So far from these deposits
fluctuating arbitrarily, they were un-
usually steady as compared with the
range of deposits under the regime of
the hon. gentlemen opposite. This is
not the time to enter into a prolonged
discussion on the bank policy of the
hon. gentleman; but under existing
circumstances it will be necessary for
this or any other Government to keep
very considerable amounts of money
on deposit. Public works of great
magnitude are being carried on
throughout the Dominion, and it
is necessary, therefore, to reserve
considerable sums at different points.
lu the next place, as long as we possess
a legal tender note systemn it will be
absolutely necessary to have command
of considerable fands, in addition to
the gold reserve, to meet fluctuations
to which we are liable. In the third
place, we have a huge expenditure com-
pared with the ordinary expenditure in
the redemption of debt and ordinary
outlay.

During the year 1874-5 no less
than $42,000,000 in hard cash were
required for the objects I alluded to,
and payments ranged from three to

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

five and eight, and in one case to fully
twelve million of dollars within the
space of a single month. Under these
circumstances the Government must
reserve three or four millions at least
at call, in order to meet ,these obliga-
tions without disturbing more than it
is desirable to disturb their deposits
with the bankers and without injury to
trade. I come now to the allegation
that the loans which I effected in 1874
and 1875 were quite unnecessary. I
request special attention to this state-
ment and hat it involves. The hon.
gentleman from Cumberland

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-- I might save
the hon. gentleman a great deal of*
trouble by telling him that no such
statement was ever made. I said that
according to the hon. gentleman's
own statement, he obtained in his loan
of 1874 a very much larger amount of
money than he required, and he gave
to the House as a reason for it, that it
was unwise to go frequently to the
money marlkets of the world. That
was the statement I made, Sir, and I
quoted the statement of the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal West to show that
when on the second occasion he put a
new loan on the market it was for the
purpose of avoiding calling upon the
banks for the money he had loaned
them.

Hon. Mr. GARTWRIGHT-The al-
legation is then, first, that I did not re-
quire to borrow so large an amount in
1874; and second, that I borrowed
money in 1875 too soon.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-That is the
statement.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I will
deal with both those statements. With
respect to the loan of 1874, which loan,
as the House knows, realized seventeen
millions and a half dollars, I have to
say with that loan I paid off ten mil-
lions of dollars indebtedness, and that I
also defrayed charges on public works
amounting to seven millions or there-
abouts. These two things swallowed
up the whole proceeds of the loan, and
the payments were made within the-
year 1874-75. I think the hon. gentle-
man must have paid very little at-
tention to the public accounts if
he maintains that the loan borrow-
cd in 1874-5 was too large and more-
than the interests of the country
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required. As to the loan of 1875, it is
g uite true that I antedated that by a few
months for reasons I will not now repeat
en extenso; but to say that that loan
was not necessary under the existing
circumstances is to show great blind-
ness to the peculiar position in
which the country was placed in June
land July of last year. The hon. gen-
tleman called the attention of the
House to the fact that we had on
deposit in Canadian banks and at the
London agencies in June, 1875, fifteen
millions of dollars-the sum was a
little over fourteen millions-but the
hon. gentleman, althougli he ought to
have known it; although the fact had
been stated again and again, chose to
suppress the all-important circum-
stances that in July, 1875, I was pledged
to pay twelve millions of dollars. And
when ho gave the House to under-
stand that I provided this money in
adrvance of what the country would
require, keeping out of sight the pay-
ments in July, 1875, the hon. gentle-
man did his best to convey to the
country a false impression of the pur-
pose for which that accumulation was
made or intended. Re bas accused me
before, and has repeated the charge that
I dealt very harshly and unfairly with
the Canadian banks by the circular
which I issued in June, 1875. What
were the facts ? Not only in my Bud-
get Speech of that year had I explain-
ed that the whole of the sum borrowed
in 1874 would be consumed, and I
vould bc left with nothing beyond

our original deposits, but all through
March, April and May I had by let-
ter and by personal communication
sent warning to the banks that money
must be provided after the first of
July. To say I was not bound to give
these gentlemen notice, or say that I
did anything wrong in giving them
notice, is to advance a very strange
doctrine. I am not bound to provide
money for the banks, but 1 am bound
to give them reasonable notice, and
that I did. It was absolutely neces-
sary I should know early in June to
what extent they could respond to the
<demand I was about to make, and if
they thought the call was likely to
prove embarrassing to the trade of the
country, and that it would be difficult
to supply all the money I required, it

30

would have been far too late to make
any provision to prevent inconvenience
if I had not taken this precaution. The
actual fact was this :-The moment the
banks stated to us that under the
circumstances it was likelv to
incommode them, I made 'provi-
sion to leave them undisturbed,
and that contributed greatly towards
relieving the distress which prevailed
in commercial circles, not from our
circular, but from the great wave of
commercial distress that passed over
England at the saine time. On the
whole, our banks passed through the
ordeal very well ; only one or two
very badly managed concerns failed.
Generally they would have been ready
to pay u, but if we had removed these
deposits we would have seriously cur-
tailed their power of affording accom-
modation at that critical period. We
therefbre did not disturb the banks ;
the only bank we drew upon to any

1 considerable extent was the Bank of
Montreal, which had taken such pre-
cautions and made such arrangements
that they could supply our wants with-
out curtailing their accommodation to
Oanadian customers. I believe I am
justilied in stating that this bank not
only supplied us with all we required
for our purposes, but brougbt large
sais into Cahada from outlying re-
serves, with which it materially assist-
ed other banks and the Canadian
public at large ; but, Sir, with regard
to the loan itself, t must be remembered
that it became apparent in July and
August that we we were going to loso
a very considerable amount of revenue
which we had expected to receive ;
also that the various publie works
would consume a larger amount of
money than night have been antici-
pated under ordinary cireumstances,
owing to the reason, which is pei fectly
well known to all persons acquainted
with these matters, that in cheap or
hard times, contractors are apt to push
forward works much faster than during
ordinary seasons, making consequently
greater demands than usual on the
Treasury.

On the 10th of February of the
present year we had in England the
sum of about $13,500,000-$10,00OOOO
or $11,000,000 in cash at interest,
and $2,500,000 ordinary cash; and as I
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only bo'rrowed $12,500,000 in!London
I ask vou to reflect in what position
we would have been to discuss the
subjuet placed before us if I had not
-made the loan I did in November
last. We would have had to meet the
enormous engagements to which I have
alluded, and also many contingencies.
We would have had in hand eight or
nine hundred thousand dollars against
which there were claims, which would
have twice swallowed it up if the par-
ties to whom we are indebted chose to
present them. I think that single
statement will suffice to show the
House that I exercised a wise judg-
ment in naking that loan in order
to fill our Treasury; and that when
considered calmly and leisurely it will
be found to have been the best policy
it was possible for us to pursue.

Now, the House is acquainted with
our present position; and I ask hon.
members to reflect on what would have
been the result had we followed the
adviee tendered by the bon. gentle-
Man, who would have had no loan
made, and no taxes imposed. iad we
donc so, Sir, for the years 1873-4, wë
would have h ad a deficit of not less than
$1,300,000 ;, for the year 1875 a deficit
of $1,700,000, or perhaps more, for by
no possibility could the tariff as it then
stood have produced more than twenty-
two millions; and as 'to the current
year I leave it to the hon. gentleman's
own imagination to decide what the
deficit under these circumstaiceswould
have been. Briefly our position would
have been this:-We would have had
threc successive deficits and if we had
borrowed any money at all, we would
have been compelled to exhaust every
penny of our English guarantee; our
credit would have been practically
broken, and we would have had a repe-
tition of the disgraceful condition, in
which the country found itself during
the year 1866, when Canadian five per
cent's were quoted on the London
narket at 75 and 76 cents on the dol-

lar, and the Canadian Minister of Fi-
nance standingin this place, was ob-
liged to rise and tell the House that
he was unable to borrow money in
London on the credit of Canada at eight
per cent. I advise the House to look
en this picture, and then on that, to
see in what position we would hate

Hon. Mr. CArTWIGHT.

been placed by the hon. gentleman's
policy, and the position in which we
stand owing to the policy we have pur-
sued.

Now, I hardly wish to detain the
House at this moment by dealing with
a sub-charge made by the hon. gentle-
man, respecting the Ontario Bank ;
but, at the sametime, I am afraid that
I muat trouble the House with the
actual facts of the case. I took down
the hon. gentleman's figures, and he
can correct me if I am wrong ; he-
said that in June the sum of $660,000
was on deposit, without interest, in
that Bank.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I read from
the Gazette.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - The
hon. gentleman will excuse me for say-
ing that he did not understand the
Gazette ; if the hon. gentleman had
taken the trouble to look at the head
of the Gazette's columns, be would have
seen that certain sums are deposited
at Cali ; but it is not necessarily im-
plied that these amounts do not bear
interest.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-It does.
ion. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-It does

not.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Then the hon.-

gentleman has made a new arrange-
ment with the banks.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-If the
hon. gentleman will take the trouble to
look at the heading, he will see the
words are "not with interest," or "with-
out interest," but " at call," or "not at
call."

Now, on the 30th of June, according
to the return from the Department,
the Ontario Bank had $376,000, not
$660,000 at ordinary cash and $340,000
bearing interegt. The hon. gentleman
has been deceived owing to the simple
fact, that he chose to consider that
the Gazette stated not what it really
announced, but what he for political
purposes, wished to interpret it as
announcing. As for the allegation,
that this Institution made $50,O000
profit during that year out of the
funds thus placed at its disposal,
all I can say is, that if the hon.
gentleman can teach any bank how
to realize such a sum out of theFe
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funds, he is certainly hiding his light
under a bushel in maintaining his
present position. Any bank would
gladly, under such circumstances,
utilize his services, and give him one-
half of the profits if he could inform it
how its deposits could be turned to so
valuable a purpose.

During the whole of that year, the
average amount this bank held nominal-
ly in cash, without interest, was about
$360,000 ; and I beg to state in this
respect, on the hon. gentleman's own
showing, that money is of no use to
a bank unless it knows that it can
employ it undisturbed; and accord-
ingly the greater part of that de-
posit was useless to the Ontario Bank.
The reason why it was permitted to
have this large balance was simply
this: to provide funds for very large
expenditures in Manitoba, and at Prince
Arthur's Landing, at which point, it is
our agent. I presume that every hon.
gentleman in this House knows that in
these outlying regions, we must provide
large funds in excess of the ordinary
requirements ; and that such deposits
can afford very little profits indeed to
a bank; but suppose that the hon.
gentleman was right, and that the
$360,000, which is the average held
during that year, were really available
to the Ontario Bank, I would like to
know very much in what possible way
he would propose to make, with this
sum, $50,000 profit a year ; I am quite
sure that the respected senator, who
presides over this institution, would be
still more glad to learn in what manner
this could be done, and extremely
willing if it could be shown, to make
use of the financial abilities of my hon.
friend, and obtain his services.

Now, Sir, if the House will examine
the figures I gave, showing the total
amounts held in the banks by these
hon. gentlemen when in office, and the
amounts held by us, hon. members will
flnd that whereas the total difference
between our highest and lowestdeposit
was but a little over.three millions, the
greatest difference between theirs was
five and one-half millions, on a
much smaller sum originally, or in
other words, our total fluctuation
did not exceed 35 per cent., while
theirs was considerably in excess of
130 per cent, this being the proportion

30j

between four millions of original de-
posits, and nine and one--balf millions
in the course of five or six months.

The hon. gentleman was good enough
to compare me to Lord Wellington,
when lie appeared in the guise of
General Distress giving the order--
starve !-as being a very fair illustra-
tion of our policy ; but I will help the
bon. gentleman to another illustration.
Had 1 adopted the policy ho bas implied,
although he has not dared to say what
his policy is on the question of free
trade and protection, - I would have
much rather resembled .he famous
highwayman, " who robbed the rich
" and did bestow the money on those
" who were poor and low," with this
trifling difference, that I would have
robbed the poor and bestowed the
money on the rich.

Well, I decline robbing the rich agri-
culturists and in particular I decline to
do it on behalf of the poor and needy
manufacturers, who occupy those
squalid hovels which adorn the
suburbs of Montreal, -Hamilton, and
every city of the Dominion. I
feel as sincere pity and sympathy
for the suffering employes, as the
hon. gentleman can do ; and I say, that
if there was any just way of relieving
these people, I would not shirk the
responsibility of coming down to this
House, and proposing such a measure.
I do not, however, see that such relief
can be extended without inflicting
permanent injury on other classes
throughout this country. The fact of
the matter is this: we cannot help
suffering more or less, from the mad
financial revel-I can call it by no
other name--which )revailed in Canada
from 1870 to 1873. From the time of
the admission of British Columbia into
the confederation until the time of
granting " better terms," there seems to
have been no thought in the minds of
bon. gentleman opposite as to the
manner in which they could best ex-
pend the public money, but they rather
appeared to have been intent on get-
ting the smallest returns for the largest
possible expenditure, and although I
would hardly like to impute even to,
them the design of deliberately laying
traps and entanglements for their
successors in office, still, I will say, that
had they devoted their entire ene:gies
during the year previous to their
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retiremeat, to providing such en angle-
ments for the Ministry that followed
them they eonld not have succeeded
better than they have done.

These hon. gentlemen inquire how
we propose to meet the present crisis.
I will tel them; it is not in a spirit of
idle bravado, but that while recogniz-
ing its full weight and severity, we
are prepared to measure the danger,
and to take suchi stops as we believe
best calculated in timie, with patience
and econoniy, to retore Canada to a
state of piosperity. We have clearly
shown the Home our policy ; I have
pointed out what we did,-more parti-
cularly with reference to matters of ad-
ministration and bank balances, to pre-
vent mischief withont stimulating an
inflation, which I re1 pet, bean before
we tirst sat ou those benches. To the
best of our power we have maintained
things on a level and ve have given
the banks and inerchants of the
country the opportunity-of which
tbe ma- or not bave availed then-
selves--of r-,ting their houses in order.
Forthe space of eigh-1teen months, bank
balances were left iundisturbed, and
although we informed tm iiin advance
of the necessity ot reducing these
balances at a certain tixed date, we
even then took good care so to re-
gulate the matter, that no banking
institution in thi.s country lias any
honest right to compilain of the action
of the Goverurnent in connection with
the withdrawal of the deposits during
the months succeeding July 1875.

I do not pretend to say that we
can avert misfortunes which pro-
ceed from causes over whieh we have
no control; nor that we can produce
good results from the folly into
which others may rush, but all
things taken into consideration,
I think that the House will find that
we have done all in our power to aid
the country without inflicting still
more serions burdens than already
exist upon the nation ; to our policy in
this respect we challenge the sharpest
criticism of hon. gentlemen opposite,
and we await with confidence the ver-
dict of the country.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Mr. Speaker, I
do not think that any higher compli-
ment could have been paid to the re-
marks, I vent ured to offer to the louse,

Eon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

on the financial stateinents contained
in the Budget speech of the Hon.
Finance Minister, than the temper in
which these remarks were received by
the Hon. First Minister of the Crown,
on the occasion when they were de-
livered, and by the Hon. Minister of
Finance to-night. The Hion. First Min-
ister, in replying to the speech, in the
course of which certainly I indulged
in ne unparliamentary expression, for
I had in no respect exceeded the due
courtesy of debate, ventured to
use terms that were assuredly, if
parliamentary, anything but polite.
The hon. gentleman undertook to tell
me that I did not understand the
subject with which I had deaIt the
specifie question of the sugar duties,
to which I will again refer before I take
my seat, and the Hon. Minister of Fi-
nance felt it necessary in that exhibi-
tion of passionto which hon. gentlemen
who are strong in the positions they
take never have recourse, and never are
driven-eharacterized my right hon.
friend and myself as demagogues. I
will not retort in kind, Sir, because I
an aware, from a great deal of experi-
ence in public life, and of observation
in and out of this Chamber, that
intelligent men, whether iii Parliament
or outside of it, must corne to the con-
clusion that when an hon. gentleman,
engaged in the discussion of public
questions, loses his temper, he gives
the best evidence to the world that he
has a losing cause. I shall not, there-
fore, imitate the hon. gentleman in
that respect, but invite, as briefly as I
can, the attention of the louse to the
feeble attempt the hon. gentleman has
made to cover his retreat from the
discussion in which we have been con-
cerned. He lias undertaken to question
in the first place the accuracy of my
statement in reference to the injury
inflicted upon Canada by the destruc-
tion of the scheme for the construction
of the Canada Pacifie Railway. The
hon. gentleman cannot brand that
project as preposterous unless he is
also prepared to brand the ablest men in
his own party in the same manner. The
hon. gentleman, who sits through the
power this Government has exercied,
as Speaker of the Senate, is one of the
gentlemen charged with having been
engaged in a preposterous scheme;
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and the hon. gentleman knows that
when the statement was before the
country as to the amount of money and
public land for which the Government
were prepared to ask Parliament, the
great body of the leading capitalists in
Ontario and Quebec, embracing the
ablest financial men in his own party,
made a desperate struggle to secure
an Act of Parliament by which
they could obtain the construction of
this work on the terms proposed. I
say therefore, that it is not suffi-
cient for hon. gentlemen to say that
we were engaged in a preposterous
scheme, which had no meiits ;
these were sufficient, however, to re-
quire the combined energies of the
enemies of the Govern ment in and out
of Canada in order to insure its des-
truction in the money -market of the
world. They accomplished their ob-
ject, and when they did so by combined
effort, they rode into power over the
ruirns of their country; and they gave
to the people of Canada the best evi-
dence, that there is no measure, how-
ever fraught with advantage to this
countrv, which they were not prepared
to trample under their feet, pr)ovided
they could obtain power and office.

lNow, Sir, the hon. gentleman says,
that I charged them with being respon-
sible for the liard times; and he allud-
ed to the conditi<n of Canada during
the period of a former Administra-
tion, to prove that they have nothing
to do with them, but I did not state
then-nior do I state now-that they
were entirely responsible. What I
charged these hon. gentlemen with,and
in connection with which I gave the
Hlouse evidence that led me to come to
the conclusion which I nientioned, was
this :-that instead of having discharg-
ed the duties devolving upon them as
statesman, with regard to a condition
of the country, requiring wise and judi-
clous statesmanship in order to aile-
viate the existing state of things, they
had left no measure untried that was
calculated to increase and deepen the
distress which existed; this was the
charge which I made. I do not say
that there are not cycles of prosperity,
followed by a severe condition of de-
pression. I gave to the House suc-
cinctly the grounds which I be-
lieved had intensified this con-

dition, and among thema was the des-
truction of the scheme for the construc-
tion of the Pacifie Railway, by which
this great higlway across the contin-
ent would be secured, and a $100,000,-
000 of foreign capital brought into this
country, to cemrent and knit hlie Prov-
inces together, a result which would
have involved only an expenditure
of $1,500,000 per anrinum. The hon.
gentleman says, I arn guilty of an
absurdity in stating that they who
have reduced the liability of Canada in
the construction of this work to the
extent of two-thirds of the former
liability had imperilled our credit by
the course they have taken. Does the
hon. gentleman wish to ignore the diff-
erence between the scheme of the late
Government and that of the present.
The former scheme eommitted the
Government to a distinct liability-a
liability of $30,000,000, involving a
taxation of $1,500,000 for interest;
while the scheme of the hon. gentle-
man opposite commits us to an unre-
served engagement for the construction
of that line of railway in 15 years.
The Finance Minister, who is driven
to the position of asking intelligent
men to contrast these two sciemes,
forgets there are men of intelligence in
this House and out of it, or he would
never have ventured such a statement.
While in the one case every Canadian
felt that the interest of the country
was secured; in the other they feel
that our good faith is pledged and reve-
nue is mortgaged for an untold and in-
definite sum of money to engage in the
construction of a work for which the
Government has not shown itself bet-
ter qualified than a private company.
Any intelligant man who looks at the
engagements made, will see that the
one scheme was fraught with advan-
tage to the whole Dominion, while the
other is fraught with a danger to our
financial position, which must strike
terror into the country.

The hon. gentleman says I charged
him with having injured the credit of
the country by his Budget speech, and
by the speech from the throne. I
charged him with having shaken the
confidence of the people in the sound
administration of public affairs, and
with having taken a step eminently
calculated to bring about precisely the.
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same condition of affairs as exist to-
day. He claimed to have negotiated a
loan in England on favorable terms.
But that was no answer when we re-
member that when those statements
were falling from his lips, hon. gen-
tlemen on this side repudiated them,
and that one of the great organs of
England denounced his statement with
regard to the deficit as a pretended
deficit. The hon. gentleman's stàte-
ments were not believed, and no more
credit was placed in them in England
than is placed in them by the hon. mem-
bers of this House, who know to-night
that he stands convicted, out of his own
mouth and by his own testimony, of
having to-tally miscalculated the posi-
tion of the country in reference to that
matter. Does the hon. gentleman dare
to discuss the question as to whether
the deficit existed on the lst July, 1874,
in face of figures he himself brought
down. I have shown, by every fact
from the time the statement was made,
it was impossible for the deficit to exist.
But what did the iouse thihk when the
hon. gentleman stated that all that Mr.
Tilley could have obtained from his
$127,000,000 imports, was $22,000,000,
and that in order to make ends meet he
had to put on $3,000.000 taxation. I can
prove beyond refutation, from the hon.
gentleman's figures, that not a dollar
was discounted from customs, notwith-
standing his statement. He has told
us that $127,000,000 under the old tariff
only gave $22,000,000, and that the
3,000,000 additional taxation was
levied for the purpose of raising $25,-
000,000, which was the expenditure
required. Now, what did he get from
his new taxation in 1874-5 ?-$24,648,-
715. The report of the Minister of
Inland Revenue showed that the re-
cei pts for the first six months were$645,-
000 ess than the year before, and Idis-
counted that on the year of excise for
187 1-5. Now, put the amount dis-
counted, tlie amount the Government
declared--that their own offlcerdeclared
-was discounted from excise to the
amount the hon. gentleman said he got,
and we have $25.393,715, or more than
he stated the $127,000.000 would give;
so that with a falling off of the imports
amounting to $7,895,000, with a fall-
ing off below that which the hon.
Tinance Minister estimated, we would

lon. Mr. TUPPER.

have got $25,393,715 in 1874-5. Then
in the face of the figures which he laid
on the Table himself, dare he venture
to say to any intelligent man that a
deficit could have existed on the 1st
July, 1874? That matter is settled
beyond the possibility of controversy.

The hon. member for North York
and other members have declared that
we have made an issue at last
between protection and free-trade-an
issue between those who wish increased
taxation and those who desire to econ-
omise. Does not the house know that
these gentlemen who sit there as ar-
dent supporters of the Finance Minister,
who now figure in the rôle of Econo-
mists, cheered when the hon. gentle-
man demanded three millions of ad-
ditional taxation. The gentlemen stand
in this position-and all the eloquent
speeches they may deliver will never
shake public, sentiment in relation to it
-they stand in the position of backing
up the Finance Minister in claiming
additional taxation when he did not
want a dollar, because it was asked on
the ground of a deficiency that year.
They stand in the position of sustain-
ing the Government in wringing $3,-
000,000 ont of the country, and of main-
taining themn in voting through the
House the most extravagant expendi-
ture we have ever known.

Mr. DYMOND-Did the hon. gentle-
man object to any item?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I did. I stated
that the Hon. Finance Minister, for
the purpose of creating a deficit, and of
obtaining taxation which was not re-
quired, had swollen the estimates enor-
mously.

Mr. DYMOND-Did you vote against
any appropriation ?

Hon. Mr. TJPPER-The hon. gen-
tleman, I perceive, feels very uneasy,
but he will be more uneasy yet when
the statements he submitted to the
House are subjected to a little further
criticism and examination. I don't
wonder at his uneasiness when we con-
trast his position to night with the
position he occupied at the time refer-
red to. The hon. gentleman knows
that he and the hon. members behind
him supported his Government in
voting the extravagant estimates of
1874-5. The largest expenditure ever
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made by the late Government,
swollen as it was for several months
by the hon. gentlemen opposite, was
$23,316,316.75. Now, what did the
hon. member for North York vote
for this Government to spend-what
money did he put at their service to
spend the following year? Why, Sir,
if le wiil look at the estimates
brought clown by the Finance Min-
ister, and the first and second supple-
mentary estimates submitted to the
IHouse, lie and the other hon. membeis
opposite, whose principles are so elas-
tic thev can accommodate themselves
to the unnecessary demands of the
Goveriiinent, vill find they voted for
1874-5 a total amount of $26,800,000.
Does any person require to be told,
then, that the $3,000,000 additional
taxation was not to meet a deficit
for 1873-4? The Hon. Finance Min-
ister would require to be sent to
a hospital for the insane if he thouglit
so. The Hon. Minister of Justice
told the people of Walkerton it was
required for the Canadian Pacifie
Railway, yet without a foot of that
road being constructed, the $3,000,-
000 have disappeared, and $2,000,000
more at the back ofit. The fact is, hav-
ing denanded $26,800,000 for the first
year's expenditure, they just put on the
$3,000,000 additional taxes in order to
furnish them the money. We told
them they could not spend it, and the
hon. gentlemen stand convicted of de-
manding $3,087,929 more than they
could expend. Does the Hon. Finance
Minister expect men possessing the
least intelligence to place any confi-
dence in the estimates he makes or
submits to Parliament, or that any-
body outside of it will consider them
worthy of perusal ? I will not follow
the unparliamentary language that
you permitted the hon. gentleman to
use when he said there was only
twenty per cent. of accuracy in my
statements, but I will tell the hon. gen-
tleman this-he will be regarded by the
country as utterly dishonest or utterly
incapable in the statements he makes.
I leave him to choose which horn of
the dilemma he pleases. The hon.
member for North York talks about
sustaining a retrench mentGovernment,
-other gentlemen have ventured in
the innocence of their souls to talk in

the same way. I have proved to the
House, and furrished figures to show
that in the very items nost under
control of the Government the lion.
gentlemen opposite have lavishly
expended of- the money voted by
their followers, half a million more
this year than any Government that
preceded thei. The tirst year they
got their hands in the treasury of the
country they spent over a million
more than any Goverînment that
preceded tbem, and yet the lion.
gentleian thinks mouthing words
about economy and retrenchment
will be accepted by the country in the
face of these facts and figures. The
lion. gentleman may say that refers to
past vears, but we are to have retrench-
ment now. I say the estimates on the
Table demand $700,000 more for the
half-a-dozen services I have called at-
tention to than we ever expe n ded on
any preçious occasion.

The lion. gentleman says the credit
of the country was proved by the loan
he negotiated. Does he not know that
before he could float a bond in London,
Sir John Rose, the financial agent of
the country, a gentleman whoin he
eulo ized in the highest terms, had
to go Into the public prints and give
a flat refutation to the impression
created by that Budget speech of the
hon. gentlemen the previous Session.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - Does
the hon. gentleman say Sir John Rose
contradicted my statenent ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I do.
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIT----Then I

have only to say he is stating what is
utterly incorrect.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Then I ask the
hon. gentleman how Sir John Rose, as
financial agent of this country, dared
to rush into the London prints with a
review of the Budget speech of the hon.
gentleman, and with the object, as ho
stated, of explaining away the erro-
neous impressions that the Budget had
created in the public mind ? The hon.
gentleman expected to be employed
to negotiate a loan again, and
he knew how impossible that would
be unless he could disabuse the
minds of the people of England by
explaining away the effects of the
Budget speech. No person could read
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his statement in this Hlouse that the
Canadian Pacifie Railway was an
insane undertaking on the part of the
late (Go .vernment, and would leave
Canada with a greater debt propor-
tionately than England or the United
States-no person could read that and
look at the fact that the Government
had undertaken to build that road
from end to end in fifteen years, with-
out feeling that the character of the
country was imperilled and our finan-
cial position was utterly unsound.

The hon. gentleman charges me
with having misrepresented his tariff,
and he ventures here, with the facts
only a year old, and hon. members who
were present at the time sitting on
both sides of this House, to say there
was only one change in his tariff.
Everyone knows that when it was
brought down it met with an examina-
tion in this House, and outside of it,
with a howl of discontent, with scorn
and with contempt by the intelligent
people of this ccuntry who understand
the subject better than the hon. gen-
tleman himself--everyone knows he
disappeared and after two or three
days returned with a tariff as unlike
the first one as day is unlike night.
Everyone knows when the hon.
gentleman brouight down bis tariff he
spread his wings and was going to leave
-Mr. Tilley, Sir Francis Hincks, and
every Finance Minister who had
preceded him, in the shade. He was
going to convince the country that they
Lad a heaven-born financier at last, who
was going to meet all the exigencies
of the times, and boasted of the new
principles that would be embodied in
this tariff. It was to be a poor man's
tariff. Itwas to levy a tax on luxuries.
Everyone knows the hon. gentleman
came back in the most humble and
contrite spirit, and asked the Ilouse to
give force by law to his amended tariff,
on the grournd that it was as near like
those of Sir Francis ilincks and Mr.
Tilley as he could make it. He says
there was only one change in that
tariff-from 16¾ to 17i per cent. Why,
he reduced the tax on shipping mater-
ials from one dollar to twenty cents, but
it was because he was compelled to do
Bo; and he put a score of things con-
nected with the building of ships back
on the free list. One gentleman saved

lon. Mr. TuPPrR.

$80 on a lot of champagne under his,
first tariff, and he found himself the-
laughing stock of the country. Even
the Montreal Ierald, an organ of the-
Ministry, came out and denounced in
unmeasured terms the tariff qs utterly
ridiculous and false in principle. The-
hon. gentleman knows he proposed to-
increase the tax on sugar, and I have
a statement under my hand showing
he made 30 changes instead of one.
Articles he asked to tax he ren-
dered free again. I ask the hon.
hon. members for Hamilton if they
did not in their last election claim
the support of Proctitionists, on the
ground that they owed the increase
of 2- per cent to this Government,
and I ask the Finance Minister if
that increase was not due to the hos-
tility bis tariff mQt with when it was
introduced in this House ? I ask
whether the alterations he made in the
tariff, levying a tax on raw materials
entering into our manufactures did not
largely neutralize the effect of the in-
crease of two and a half per cent? So,.
while there was no principle in this
tariff, while the hon, gentleman was
floating about, dictated to by Tom,
Dick and Harry, as to what the tax
should be, he was compelled to claim,
support for it on the ground he had
brought it back as nearly as possible to
those of his predecessors. I give his
vaccillation as one of the causes which
shook the confidence of commercial men
and everybody else in the ability of the
Government to manage public affairs.
and contributed in no small degree to the
distress which prevails. That distress
has been intensified by the hon. gen-
tleman's conduct in relation to this ex-
pected tariff. Hundreds of thousands of
dollars have been borrowed by suffer-
ing merchants, at ten per cent. inter-
est, for the purpose of obtaining
stocks and taking goods out of bond..
They were deluded by the First
Minister who, at Halifax, intimated
there would be a change in the tariff.
They were deluded by the state-
ments of the hon. mem ber for Mon-
treal West, and by the intercourse they
had with ministers themselves. The.
hon. member for Montreal West toId
the Finance Minister in the Hlouse-
that the conversations hie had with
gentlemen interested in the tariff'
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had sent them away with the impres-
sion there was to be an alteration. I
say in a time of deep distress, when,
as the hon. gentleman says, a commer-
cial tornado was sweeping over the
country, they have increased the diffi-
culty by the manner in which they
dealt with the question of a tariff
a second time, and the posi-
tion in which they leave it now.
A more fatal policy could not be im-
agined. When no increase was neces-
sary they vote $3,000,000 for the pur-
pose of building the Pacific Railway.
They come now with that money all
gone, and a deficit of $2,000,000 in the
revenue, and still they have scarcely
begun to build the railway.

If the hon. gentleman is not a master
of finance, if he is utterly deficient in
what is necessary to form an estimate
ot the expenditure required for a
single year, I compliment him on his
success in boxing figures. Instead of
giving in the public accounts and the
statements laid before the House, a
fair and candid exhibit by which a man
can, without costing him an hour's
labor, compare past expenses with
present outlays, lie manipulates almost
every figure on which lie puts bis
hand. I charged him the other day with
having suppressed from the Canada
Gazette, the information the people
are entitled to have-the revenue and
the expenditure. The statement for
the month of March has not been given
yet. That charge, if true (and I ask
him to deny it if he can) ought to
withdraw from him the confidence of
every man who has any independence
in his -nature, while it remains un-
answered. Yet the bon. gentleman
who gives to the public information
of so entirely deceptive and delusive a
character as that, expects this House
and country to place reliance in bis
statements. But we expected to have
a statement of revenue and expendi-
ture down to the latest moment possi-
ble, to enable the louse to contrast it
with what has gone before. That is
not furnished.

lon. Mr. BLAKE---Make it.
Hon. Mr. TUPP>ER-I am not in the

habit of making such statements. If
the hon, gentleman wants them made
he has his hon. friend alongside him.

who is quite equal to the work. The,
statement submitted contains the ex-
penditure on certain items down to the
10th of February. When I look over
that statement, I find $333,000 where
I knew there should be over a
$1,000,000.

But, Sir, I look at the foot of the
page, and I find there a suspense ac-
count of over a million of dollars, and
what for ? Was there any suspense ac-
count a year ago? Nothing of the
kind, but it is a means by which the
Government can conceal from their
supporters in this House the deplorable
condition to which the country has
been brought in this short period by
their administration of affairs. I will
undertake to say that if lie will bat-
ance the suspense account, lie eau do it
in an hour--he will add a million
to bis $1,148,000 to the deficit which
existed on the 10th of February, 1876.
The hon. gentleman said a deficit
would ruin us; the moment it went
abroad that we could not meet the or-
dinary expenditure of the country,
Canada would be in a ruinous position ;
and he asked us to put three millions,
additional taxation in his hands, and
h e would carry us on until we completed
the Pacific Railway ; but here we-
are at the end of nine months with a
deficit of two millions. I do not ex-
pect to make any impression on my
bon. friend from North York by my
remarks; I expect to find him just as

-ready to back up the Finance Minister
in keeping the revenue as it is, and.
leave a deficit of two millions or four
millions at the end of the year to take
care of itself, and the credit of Ca-
nada to take care of itself. [t
is a fatal blow to strike at the
credit of Canada, and that after
the magnificent record that has been
rolled up by the late Administration,
who accumulated a surplus of fourteen
millions while reducing the taxation
of the people and carrying on exten-
sive public improvements. But the
hon. gentleman proposes to meet the-
deficit by curtailing public expendi-
ture ; what kind of public expenditure ?'
There are two kinds: one is the expen-
diture by the Government on them-
selves and on those who assist them in
carrying on the affairs of the country,
but instead of curtailing these expendi-
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tures they have added $500,000 to them,
and he intends to curtail by cutting
down the expenditures on public works.
If ever there was a time when public
works shculd be proceeded with it is now
at a period when there is a deep depres-
sion in the country, and labor can be
obtained for 30 or 40 per cent. less than
any other time. A wise and prudent
Finance Minister would provide for the
carrying on of these works at such a
time, and thereby increase the revenue
and relieve the suffering masses who re-
quire assistance. Niw I come to the sub-
ject of banlc obligations. I do not intend
to go into the story of the fluctuations
in the bank deposits; the hon. gentle-
man may read a page of figures whieh
no one in this Hlouse can understand
without an opportunity of examining
them, and I have seen too mach of the
hon. gentiei mian's figures to acceptthem
without an opportunity of examining
them. I asked for a statement which
I knew the hon. gentleman could bring
down at an hour's notice. I asked for a
statement showing the amount of
money deposited by the Government
in the Canadian banks and their Lon-
don agencies on the 15th day of June
last, and the amount in the banks now.
I wanted it in order to prove by his
ovn figures, and not by mine, that he
had borrowed money when he did not
want it in 1874, of which he had in his
hands fifteen millions of the publie
monev on the 15th of June. I pressed
the hon. gentleman across the floor of
this flonse to-night for a statement
showing the amount of public money in
the banks, the banks who hold it, and
the interest that was paid, and the
amount that was not paying interest,
and the statement is not yet forthcom-
ing, for the best ofreasons-that it will
sustain and support, when it does come,
every allegation I have made on this
most improper transaction of the Gov-
ernment with the banks of this country.
But the hon. gentleman admits that on
the 15th of June, 1874, he had $14,411,-
850 in his hands; my statement was he
-asked for more money than he wanted,
and obtained less for our debentures
than he would have obtained for a
smaller lot. The Hon. Minister of Jus-
tice, in his speech at Walkerton, said
the loan was a magnificent loan, as the
Finance Minister got as much for his

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

loan as our five per cents. would bring
in small parcels.

Ion. Mr. BLAKE-I did make the
statement that it was impossible to
float a loan of twenty millions at the
price that we could float smaller lots.

Ion. Mr. TUPPER-The Globe re-
ported the hon. gentleman as saying
the very reverse. If the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance had gone on the
markets of the world and only asked
for what money he wanted, he would
have got all that he required on
better terms ; but he asked for more
than he wanted, paid a larger price
for it, and brought it back here
and had nearly fifteen millions
floating round among the banks,
a large portion of it without in-
terest. The hon. gentleman says I
have misstated the amount without
interest, but if there is any mnisstate-
ment it is due to his unhappy talent
for boxing figures. Any person who
reads the Canada Gazette knows that
the money on call is money without
interest. The lon. Finance Min-
ister admits that his friend, the
Hon. Mr. Simpson, had an average
for the whole year of $360,000 of
the public money in the Ontario Bank
without interest, and we are told he
dare not use it, as it was on call. I
say the banks will not take money on
call and pay interest for it. Why
does the hon. gentleman show two
columns in the bank's statement in the
Gazette, if it is not to show the money
on call is without interest, and that on
notice draws interest? The hon.
gentleman knows that last Session
an hon. Senator in the other
end of the building moved for a
return showing the amount of money
on interest, and all not on interest, and
that it corresponded with the view I
have taken; but the Government con-
cealed and held back all the millions
that were in the bands of the London
agents of the banks. Even then it was
impossible, although the return de-
manded it, to find out what interest
was being paid, so that if any gentle-
man in this House was mistaken as'to
the mode the Govern ment were dealing
with this money of the people of Can-
ada, it was because they denied to Par-
liament the information that every
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,Government is bound to give to the
people's representatives. If Senatoi
:Simpson had this $500,000 on call, as
I showed he had, and I shall want fur-
ther evidence of the statement of the
hon. gentlemen before I accept his
explanations, but assuming it is only
$365,325, he says I had better retire
from my present position, if I can
make out of $500,000, $50,000 a year. I
say the Ontario bank has been making
large interest out of this money to the
extent of $50,000 a year, and it is gen-
erally believed that the institution was
favoured in consequence of aid given
during the elections.

The hon. gentleman charges me with
having wrongly assailed him in this
matter in connection with the banks,
but I did not do the subject justice the
other night. In my anxiety to spare
the hon. members of this House the
pain of hearing me speak at such great
length, when physically I was incapa-
ble of doing justice to the hon. gentle-
man, I passed over one of the most im-
portant subjeets in connection with
this matter. I showed that it was a
corrupt transaction-that it w-as fatal
to the independence of Pailiament--
but I did not show the most important
objection to it of all; and I amindebted
to the hon. member for Montreal West
for supplementing my statement. That
hon. gentleman referred to it as
most dangerous to the commerce of the
country.

He said that the Government scat-
tered the public money among the
banks in a manner that had inflicted
great injury to the country, and that
their policy was fraught with danger to
the community, and as the hon. gentle-
man dealt with this subject in a
very able and conclusive way, I will
read a short portion of his speech;
he said, speaking of these banks:
"IBefore I sit down, I would like to
" allude to another matter, which,
" perhaps, has been one of the
"causes producing the existing dis-
" tress in the mercantile community at

least."
J IIf the Hon. Minister of Finance will

not take my word, and my expression
of opinion, will he accept the views of
a leading merchant in one of the great
commercial centres of this country, to
-the effect that their policy of scattering

aboutpublic moîey, shoving $15 ,000,-
000 into the handsof the banks of this
country, at a time when contraction
and not inflation was demanded, was
ruinous ? He goes on to say, that the
forcing of this money iipon the banks,
by the Government, led to their placing
it in most improper hands, and enor-
mous sums were in consequence lost,
and he told the hon. genîtlemian, that
had be persevered with bis circular
he could not have obtained the money,
and would have produced a tinancial
crisis, causing our people to sustain
enormous losses. le continued, " If
"these sums had not beeii conflded to
"these banks-if they Lad not confided
"such large sums to them, they would
"have been more careful as to its dis-
" tribution, and would have paid more
" attention to the selection of their eus-
" tomers. I mention this, in order that
" the Government, whenever there is a
" surplus, may take better care of it,
" and discontinue the policy followed in
" this regard during the last eighteen
" months. I invite the hon. gentle-
man's attention to these remarks.
and 1 say, that if he darcd not correct
the Vice President of a bank when he
made these statements in the Ilouse,
lie should not correct me for reading
them to hon. members.

Now, I believe, that I have noticed
every attempt of the hon. gentleman
to refute a single word that I used in
my comments upon his speen, nd I
leave to the Ilouse to judge as to how
far that hon. gentleman has given a
defence which will be accepta bí e to
any person save the hon. member for
North York. I anticipate that what is
black one day will be white the next
with that hon. gentleman, who will be
keenly alive to any assertion, however
fallacious, that falls from the mouths
of Ministers. and prepared to endorse
any position they may take, deaf to
the strongest utterances and most con-
clusive evidence that can be farnished
him concerning the fact that tbese
hon. gentlemen are pursuing a policy,
the very reverse of wise and judici-
ous, and fraught with the gravest pos-
sible disasters to the country.

Before I sit down I want to notice
for a moment a few remarks you,
Sir, permitted the hon. member for
Halifax to make in this House. I
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understood, Mr. Speaker, that you were
prepared to confine gentlemen very
closely to the subject ; and I must say
that I listened to the speech of my
hon. friend from Halifax, and the
allusions to myself, with a good deal
of surprise, but I was afraid that if I
ventured to call attention to the fact
that the hon. gentleman had violated
your rules, my lion. friend the First
Minister would come to the conclusion
that I was frightened. But sup-
pose that this was the case, my
hon. friend from Halifax is a strong
man-a very strong man. I dare say
you have heard of the story of the gen-
tlemen who was going to have a dinner
party, and who previously said to one or
his friends " when there is a little lull
"in the conversation, do you speak out
"from your end of the table and say,
"' Samson was a strong man.'" " Why
"do you wish me to say that, the
friend enquired. " Never mind," was
the answer; " I have got a splendid
"thing to say ;" and so-the very oblig-
ing friend in the midst of the dinner,
taking advantage of a slight lull in the
conversation, said-" Samson was a
"strong man." Well, people looked
around a little; but the host took no
notice whatever of the remark. Again
the persevering fri end observed--" Sam-
"son was a strong man,"but still attract-
ed no notice; and ho repeated-" Sam-
"son was a very strong man." "Well."
repliedl the host, " Samson, I dare say,
"was a strong man; and you are a deuced.
" sight stronger lugging him in here by
<'the head and shoulders in spite of him-
"self." And so when I found my hon.
friend lugging in the Monkton station in-
to the debate on the tariff, I came to the
conclusion that my hon. friend was a
pretty strong man. Since lie was per-
mitted on such an occasion to lug in
.Monkton station and challenge the
accuracy of statements which [ made
in a speech at Halifax, where my hon.
friend intimated to the louse I was
afraid to meet him. No hon. mem-
ber will be in the least surprised after
listening to the powerful orations of
my hon. friend, if I exhibited a little
craven fear, and dreaded to meet him
on a platform in Halifax. I can only
Bay that the hon gentleman undertook
to state that I had misstated a fact
with reference to the Monkton Station.

Hon. Mr. TuppiR.

He alleged that I declared at lalifax
that the question of removing the
station of the Intercolonial Railway,
the Central Station from Halifax, was
settled definitely before I became a
member of the Government, that there
was a gentleman on the Board who
had greater experience in the working
of railways ; that I supposed that the
principal commissioners had deferred
to his judgment ; and that the matter
was at all events arranged before I
had the honour of a seat in the Cabi-
net. He undertook to declare that
this took place in 1872, and that I
entered the Government in 1870Y;
but I will refer to the Hon. Minister
of Public Works, and to the President
of the Privy Council, and ask these
gentlemen to bring down and lay
on the table of this House the re-
port of the Intercolonial Railway
Commissioners recommending Monk-
ton to be selected, as well as the pur-
chase and valuation of the land, and of
the adoption of this report by the
Council, it will then be fourid that these
two events occurred anterior tQ my be-
coming a member of the Government.
So muchfor the personal explanation
which I would not have been obliged to
make, had yon, Sir, not permitted the
hon. member for Halifax to display his
Samsonian strength by bringing in
Monkton Station by the head and
shoulders into this discussion.

The First Minister undertook to
tell me that I did not know what I
was talking about when treating of
the question of sugar duties ; but when
I ventured to put a modest question
across the House, and asked the hon.
gentleman if he could state whother
the duties had been altered favorably
to the refiners in the United States
since the late Government went out of
office, the hon. gentleman was unable
to tell anything about it, and confessed
it frankly to the House, admitting that
previous to such a discussion he had
actually not taken the trouble to inform
himself of the very first principles in
this relation ; and more than that, le
had not even read the elaborate report
of the Minister of Customs brought
down and laid on the table of the-
House. The hon. gentleman showed
an entire want of acquaintance with
the subject, and in his despair turned-
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round to his prompter, the hon. member
for Halifax, who stated to the House
that the First Minister was quite
correct that no alteration had been
made since the late Government went
out of power ; that the increase in the
drawback was balanced by a corres-
ponding increase in the duty, and
that accordingly the matter was left
as it was. Now I need do no more
than remind the House that while the
late Administration held office, unequal
,and unfair as was the sugar tariff to the
Canadian refiners, sugar was refined
here; but since that time a change has
taken place in the United States,
which gives to their refiners the entire
control of the Canadian market, clos-
ing up the sugar refinery of Canada.
The hon. member for Halifax accused
me of a misstatement, in saying that
he had never dared to open his mouth
-on that question, because when Sir
John Roseas Finance Minister, brought
down his tariff, he attacked the Gov-
erniment as being too favorable to the
sugar retiners. He undertook to con-
trovert that assertion, and I will
give him the statement he then made-
Although in 1874, when a chaBnge in
the sugar tariff was proposed, the hon.
member for Halifax was lobbying the
House to secure support for the Gov-
ernment-as I said in Halifax, and as
I repeated here-the hon. gentleman
dare not stand up in this House
with the recollection of the views he
held on this subject and advocate it, he
never opened his mouth on the subject,
and if he dared to do so to-night it is
because he is a bold as well as a strong
man.

When Sir John Rose brought down
the sugar tariff, what did the hon.
gentleman say ? The following quota-
tion is taken from the Globe of May
1st, 1868:-

" The remaining terms were agreed to, down
to the duties on sugar and molasses as fol-
lows:-Sugar equal to or above No. 9 Dutch
Standard, also sugar candy and confectionary,
25 per cent. and 1 cent per lb. Below No. 9,
Dutch Standard 25 per cent.; 4c. per pound.

" Mr. Jones (Halifax) disputed the correct-
ness of the data from which the Minister of
Customs and aiso the Minister of Excise had
deducted the figures representing the duties
payable by the various grades under the new
scale.

" He did bold, however, that the opinion of
the whole mercantile community from east to
west, and which had been disregarded by the

Government, ought to have received proper
consideration.

" Mark the controversy between my hon.
friend and myself. He held that the Govern.
ment had proposed a tariff too favourable for
the sugar refiners; this is the whole contro.
versy :

"i' The reduction of the specific rate,' Mr.
Jones continued, ' of 1 cent to , of a cent on
the lower grades, and of 1 on melado, vas a
heavy concession to tbe refiners.'

"Then who, lie would ask, was'todetermine
at every port, whether a particular lot of
sugars was not equal to No. 9 Duteh Standard."

" He would go back to his argument, that
it was not for the interests of the Dominion
to perpetuate any monopoly which made the
people pay high prices. -He moved in amend,
ment that the proposed duty on grades of
sugar at and above No. 9 Dutch Standard be
reduced to 75 cents per 1(o lbs., and 25 per
cent. ad valorem, being the same as for grades
below that standard.'

I have proved tlat the hon. gentle-
nmain ttacked the Government for hav-
Ing proposed a tariff too favorable to
sugar refiners; this is the position I
have taken, and this, Sir, is the state-
ment which I made in Halifax, that,
when lie did se, ho was endeavoring to
destroy not only the Government of
which Sir John Rose was Finance Min-
ister, but also to incense and exasperate
the people of Nova Seotia against the
Administration, taking the ground that
it was striking at the interests of the
masses of the people in the interests
of the sugar refiners, and although the
hon. gentleman changed his views
and lobbied this House in 1874 to
induce memubers to sustain the Min-
ister of Finance in increasing aduty
already 50 per cent, on sigar
which I opposed in the true inter-
ests of the country, lie did not then
venture to state it in the Hiouse, and
would have ventured to do so now if le
were not, I say, a bold as well as a
strong man. Althoug the hon. gentle-
man declared here that we would never
have a West India tracte unless
the duties on sugar were so changed
as to enable it to be refined in this
country he contradicted the statenent
I made to the effect, that the alteration
which recently took place in the
American policy-since the late Ad-
ministration retired from office-had
acted in the interests of the sugar
refiners in New York, Boston, and else-
where in the United States. These are
the facts. In 1872 the duty re-
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mained at $2.25, and the draw-
back was increased to $2.70, the
advance thus becoming once more
twenty per cent.

In March, 1875, the duties were
increased twenty-five per cent, making
the nett duty (on above quality) $2.81j;
the drawbacks were also increased
nominally by the same percentage,
but at the same time a reclamation of
ten per cent. was reduced to one per
cent., consequently the drawback
really was advanced thirty seven and
a-half per cent., becoming $3.71 nett,
and the advance now becoming equal
to thirty-two per cent. over raw duty.
Finally, in December last, the draw-
back on hard sugar was reduced to
$3.56 nett, but at the same time, the
drawback on soft white sugar was in-
creased from $2.47 to $2.97 nett, so
that the refiners were really much bet,
ter off than before, as the reduction of
fifteen cents on one quality was accom-
panied by an increase of fifty cents on
another.

To conclude the analysis, it may be
said that the drawback on hards was
advanced thirty-three per cent., while
raws had advanced only twenty-five;
and to compare the position at this mo-
ment with what existed when we were
in office, it may be said that the present
drawback is an advance of twenty-seven
per cent. on the raw duty, while then
it never exceeded twenty. So I think
I have established the point which was
controverted by the First Minister, and
in which he was sustained by the hon.
member for Halifax. I now return to
the repo t brought down by the Hon.
Minister of Customs, and I ask them if,
after reading that, they can venture to
contradict the statement I made. On
the 24th page I find the following:-

" On the 3rd March, 1875, an Act of Congress
increased the import duties on raw sugnrs, and
by an Order of the Secretary of the Treasury of
the United States, a more than corresponding
increase was made to the drawback, the fol-
lowing being the rates then established:-
On ref d crystalline sugar - - - - per lb. 3ïc.

I B and C lower grade - - - " 21c.
Syrup of sugar - - --- pergal. 61c.

i from molasses - - - - " 5 c.
Sugar " " - - - per lb. lic.

These rates being subject to a reduction of
one per cent. only, instead of 10 per cent. as
before.

" Whatever may have been the fact in refer.
ence to the operation of the former drawback,

Ion. Mr. TUPPER.

there can be no doubt that the latter favored-
the refiners to a very considerable degree,
giving them a bonus upon their exports and a
corresponding advantage, not only over the
refiners of Great Britain and Canada, but also
over importers of the higher classes of West
India sugars."

I will now leave this question.
When hon. gentlemen undertake to
challenge a statement of facts I make,
I consider myself justified in asking
the attention of the House to the evi-
dence. I have shown that the state-
ment I made was sound and accurate,
and that the statements of the First
Minister and the hon. member for
Halifax were entirely inaccurate.

I now corne to a few remarks which
the hon. member for Halifax made,
and which, coming from my own Pro-
vince, I feel he would have a right to
consider himselfslighted ifI passed them
over without reference. In the first
place, the hon. gentlemen ventured to
lecture this side of the House on
loyaity. I should like to know what
excited his apprehension. Did lie tind
any intention of disloyalty here; did
he find any hon. gentleman ])roposing
to haul down the flag of Her Majesty
in this country? Regarding the hon.
gentleman as a strong man, as a bold
man, as a man of great powers of elo-
quence and logic, I felt no little grati-
fication in knowing that he is loyal,
that he is no longer antagonistic to the
flag which waves over us, and that we
can rely upon his going with us
shoulder to shoulder on this question
of preserving the connection between
Canada and the Crown.

The hon. gentleman attacked me for
having opposed the tax on shipping.
He asked: "lWhy should not shipping
be taxed as well as anything else ?"
Because the policy of Canada before
Union with the Maritime Provinces, a
policy which was proclaimed to the
world, and upon the strength of which
we entered into Confederation, was
that the shipbuilding interests should
be free from the imposition of any
tax with reference to construction.
When it was attempted to alter that
policy, and my hon. friend asked to
place a tax of $84,000 upon 380,000t
people, I said it was unjust fôr
him to bring forward that imposi-
tion to strike down an industry of
vital importance to the character
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and credit of the Dominion contrary to
the terms entered into at Confedera-
tion and the guarantee on the statute
book. But, I am glad to say, that in-
stead of that tax of $1 per ton on our
ships there is only 20 cents to-day-
a triumph of which I am proud, and of
which every member of the Opposition
ought to feel proud. If the hon mem-
ber for Halifax is a giant he ought to
use his strength in support of the in-
terests of the Province rather than in
Opposition and antagonism thereto.

The bon. gentleman also spoke in
reference to the duty on coal, objecting
that there should be any impost, and
claiming that the people of Nova
Scotia owe a deep debt of gratitude to
the present Government for refusing
to grant protection in this and other
partieulars. Where does he get his
reasons for supposing that the Pro-
vince is opposed to the duty on flour,
and coal and other natural products ?
As I said before, and repeat now, if
Canada is to be a great country she
must have a policy of her own. We
must not say that this tax will fall
upon this section and that on another;
we must, if necessary, suffer in one di-
rection, provided that the policy
brought forward is calculated to be of
benefit to the whole Dominion, and
build up inter-provincial trade between
the different provinces. Where does
the hon. gentleman get the impression
that Nova Scotia is opposed to the
national policy that I formerly urged,
and that I to-day urge upon this
louse-that we should levy such im-
posts as will give the Government a
revenue to protect them from such a
startling deficit as the present, and at
the same timo afford such fostering
protection to infant industries as will
enable them to grow and expand
into a position which will render it
unnecessary for that protection to be
continued. Is not protection com-
menced at the very cradle ? Does not
the parent protect his infant, and
why ? Because he knows if the child is
protected it will grow up to manhood,
and the man's strength will be used in
support of the parents who shielded it
in infancy. This holds good with a
country. If our industries were fos-
tered by the Government instead of
building up the trade and commerce of

a great neighboring rival, they will
grow up until instead of being a burden
on the people they will add vastly to
the general good. Who could listen
to the able and logical speech of the
hon. gentleman for North Norfolk
without feeling that he had made a
case he could not answer. It remind-
ed me of a story I heard about a
clergyman giving a dialogue between
a Christian and an infidel. He put the
case so strongly that lie was unable to
extricate himself and the infidel got
the best of the argument. It is just the
same with the hon. gentleman. He
puts the case so forcibly that he can-
not answer it. Although he employed
all the argument bis keen intellect
could suggest, lie left the House in want
of any reason why he shou Id.

It is, however, unnecessary at this
moment to discuss this question at
length. I feel that it is a fatal policy to
leave this country to face a deficit of
revenue-to leave our manufacturing
interests to languish, and the people,
after those interests are destroyed, at
the mercy of those who having des-
troyed them can impose such a tax as
they please. But where did the mem-
ber for Halifax get his opinions as to
the people of Nova Scotia? This is not
a new question, Sir. Six years ago I sat
over there and urged upon Parliament
the adoption of a policy imposing a tax
upon flour, grain, coal, salt--upon those
natural products that are coming froni
the United States free and are met
there with a protective tariff. I did
not stop then, and I do not now, to
enquire whether it was a policy that
would lead to power. I held the
opinion honestly and as an honest man
gave to the House in an earnest manner
the sentiments I held. My hon. friend
for Pictou and his colleague, who
have spoken on this subject of coal,
spoke against the policy, and what
happened?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-You voted
against it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-That is not
true. I brand that statement as inaccu-
rate. I voted and struggled for that
policy to the last hour, and I only sur-
rendered it in the face of overwhelm-
ing opposition that compelled us to
change and abandon it. I maintain
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now that it was a sound policy to fol-
low; the people of Nova Scotia re-
corded their views on the subject. My
hon. friend for Pictou and his colleague
for Halifax, who voted against it, went
back to their constituents, but with
what result ? Why, that these hon.
gentlemen, who have professed that
they alone are able to speak for the
people of Nova Scotia and the Mari-
time Provinces, were left at home.
They left these gentlemen with a
square issue between them and myself.
The men who voted against the policy
were defeated by the people of the
Province, while I was sustained and
returned here, sustained by the entire
Nova Scotia vote, with the exception
of the hon. member for Lunenburg,
who obtained his seat on that occa-
sion through declaring himself an in-
dependent member.

And so, Sir, I give that to the hon.
gentleman as evidence that when this
question was fully and fairly tried out
before the people of Nova Scotia, what
the result was so far as the sentiments
of that Province are concerned, I say
Nova Scotia has a deeper interest in
fostering home industries than any
other Province in the Dominion.
Ontario, with greater wealth and ex-
perience and a higher tariff, built up
her manufactures and is ahead of us.
While we had a tariff that gave us no
protection Old Canada had one which
fostered her home manufactures. In
Nova Scotia we have the coal and iron
in close proximity-the materials es-
sential to building up great industries
-as they are not to be found in any
other part of the Dominion. I believe
Nova Scotia would be prepared to
endorse in 1876 as she did in 1872 the
views I advanced.

The hon. member for Halifax de-
nounced the Washington Treaty. He
is a most ungrateful as well as a bold
and strong man. That Treaty has put
thousands of dollars in the hon. gentle-
man's pockets.

Mr. JONES-Never a cent.
Hion. Mr. TUPPER-The only two

interests that were beyond the power
of being injured by this Government
are the only two that are at this day
in a prosperous condition. One is the
agricultural, the other is the fishing in-

Hon. Mr. TuPPmR.

terest. Under the Washington Treaty
the fishermen of the Maritime Provinces
cana go into the great market of export
on free and equal terms with the United
States fishermen. As a fish merchant,
the hon. gentleman has been enabled
to amass a handsome fortune, and
I say he is an ungrateful man that he
does not recognize the benefit that has
been conferred upon him.

I have been accused of having a sort
of political revolver. He says I had
half a dozen speeches ready because it
was quite impossible to know what I
had to meet. That is quite true. You
would require a revolver to know
where to find the Hon. Minister of
Finance. A seven-barrel revolver
would not neet the tariff of 1874-you
would need thirty. I confess no man
who heard him deplore a deficit that
required to be met in advance to pre-
serve the credit of' the country in 1874
coýudI iiçe believed he would have
dared to show his face to this Parlia-
ment with $2,000,000 of a deficit star-
ing him in the face, and the credit of
the country imperiled, and say we
propose to fold our arms and make no
effort to relieve the prevailing distress.
But there is no difficulty in meeting
the Hon. Minister of Finance. The
statements he makes to the House are
so full of fallacies that all you have to
do is to take down half a dozen notes
while he speaks to refute them and
show how little confidence can be
placed in his utterances. Everyone
knew the Government was bending all
its energies for months to the construe-
tion of a tariff, and if outside report is to
be relied upon, they had succeeded in
satisfying themselves as to what was
due to the interests of the people of
Canada, but they so far forgot their
positions as statesmen as to prove re-
creant to the interests of the people at
the bidding of this strong, bold and
powerful man from Nova Scotia. That
hon. gentleman, thougli not a War-
wick (because he did not make a king)
has made a Minister. He has induced
the Government to pass over 18 able
and intelligent members in this
House and to go outside of it to bring
in a minister to replace Mr. Ross. 1-
won't say whether his power was used
in the interests of Canada. It was a
deep insult to my colleagues from Nova.
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Scotia, which I leave them to resent.
It is now heralded through the press
that this bold and strong man has
again dietated to the Ministry and in-
duced them to tear up the tarif they
had taken months to prepare.

We have been told that the Govern-
ment are in favour of incidentai pro-
tection, but the lion. member for North
York says " We are the Free Trade
Party. We go for free-trade and
death to the manufactures of Canada."
The policy of the Government is not
in the interests of the country and will
be regarded by the people as utterly
fatal to many of our- most important
industries and destruction of the credit
and financial position of the country.

Mr. JONES (Haliftx)--The hon.
member for Cumberland is very far
out of the way in speaking of the influ-
ence he assumes I possess. No one
knows better than he that the influence
which lie supposed I had exercised
with reference to Government mea-
sures, was entirely incorrect. That
gentleman is always forcible when lie
addresses the louse, but he is nlot
always accurate. He possesses an
advantage over others, because he
always manufactures his own facts.
He won for himself a position in Nova
Scotia before be came here, when lie
defended himself on a public occasion
with all {he evasions he bas shown
to-night.

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. gentle-
man is not in order.

Mr. JONES-Well, I need not go to
Nova Scotia. The course pursued by
the hon. gentleman, when he endeav-
oured to misrepresent myself as well as
others, proves what I assert. The
other night, when the Premier exposed
his unfair quotation of a speech, I felt
a kind of sympathy for the man who
vould be placed in such a humiliating
position before the country.

Now, Sir, what position has lie taken
here to-night ? It is of no consequence
what argument is addiessed to him ; it
is of no consequence if the Finance
Minister proved bis assertions from
the Bible itself, the hon. member for
Cumberland would reiterate his charges
with all the apparent earnestness with
which he reiterates them to-night.
The hon. gentleman says there was no
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necessity for increasing the tariff last
year, yet lie stated here to-night that
there is a defliciency of two millions,
and be tells us that when the Finance
Minister depicted a deficit two years
ago, that there would be a deticiency in
the revenue ; lie was striking a blow
at the credit of Canada. Is not the
bon. gentleman to-night, according to
his own argument, striking a blow at
the credit of Canada in his anxiety to
make a point against the Government?
The hon. gentleman charges the
Finance Minister with keeping back
part of the Bank statement, but lie
forgets that he kept back the announce-
ment that the Intereolonial Railway
works had been by Order in Council
removed from Halifax to Monctoni until
after the election in HIalifax was over.
With reference to the sugar question
up to the time of the tariff introduced
by Sir John Rose, veiy little refined
sugars were consumed in the Domin ion.
At that time we bad a large importa-
tion from the West Indies ot the
brighter colored coarse sugars, and it
was because the tariff was shutting
out these sugars and destroying the
West India trade that I opposed
it. And as a proof that I was
right, when we imported one hun-
hundred hogsheads of sugar then
we only import about five now. I
stated the other niglt that the altera-
tion in the sugar duties by the present
G-overnment left then about the sane.
At that tirme the drawback on sugars
was $3, and the duty paid was $2.25,
leaving a difforence of 75 cents. At
the present moment the duty is $3.6(0
instead of $3.75, while the duty on
raw lias been increased 25 per- cent.
The hon. gentleman is not aware
of the three or four alterations that
have been made in the duty on sugars
since I opposed Sir John Rose's taril,
so that the duty now is within a
cent or two of what it was at that
tine, or if he is aware of it ho takes
Lood care not to take the oliuse
into his confidence. The hon. gentle-
man bas asked on what authority I
undertake to speak for the people of
Nova Scotia. If there its one man in
this Parliament who is unauthorized to
speak for the people of Nova Scotia it
is the hon. memnber from Cumberlund.
It is well known that afier the last
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election with all the power and influ-
ence of the late Government to back
him he went down to Nova Scotia and
came back alone. I ask him how he
dare stand up here and presume to
represent the people of Nova Scotia on
any question. le knows that his
views of a national policy have been
repudiated by the people of Nova
Scotia over and over again.

le says at one moment that taxes on
shipping are not right, being sectional,
and bearing heavily on one part of the
)ominion, and in the next breath he

states tiat he is prepared to put a duty
on flour coming into Nova Scotia; con-
demning, on the one hand what he
advocates on the other hand. In this
relation I iust regret being obliged to
make I)ersonal rterences, because I
wish to discuss these matters from a
higher stand-point. I think that the
bon. member might have oiitted cer-
tain allusions, although I suppose ho
was glad to seize at anything in order
to make a long speech. le was once
a prominent member of the Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia, but he went back
on bis pledges, and instead of retrench-

*ing expenditure as soon as he obtained
power, he increasod the disbursements,
and the hon. member so disappointed
public expectation that when the first
constitutional opportunity presented
itself, in 1867, he was the only member
on bis side of the House returned to
this Parlianent. Perhaps his experi-
once has been unfortunate in this re-
gard, and concerning other matters.the
hon, member is in no position to lecture
me on my views, which I am perfectly
willing to submit to my own constit-
uents and my own people. I have ad-
vocated them withperfect freedom,and
I think, with tolerable consistency here
and elsewhere, and if be had afforded
me the opportunity of discussing with
him at Halifax these issues instead of
retailing stale jokes about steel rails
and the Pacifie Railway, our own peo-
ple would have been better satisfied.

With reference to the general policy
of the Government, I have beard since
it was announced the most ample
as surances from my own Province that
they are highly satisfied with it, and I
am sure that the hon. member, if he
repeated the views he bas expressed
to-night in Nova Scotia, would find

Mr. JONES.

that they would be condemned by the
people, who very much prefer retrencih-
ment to an increase of burdens. The
Finance Minister can very well
afford to pass by the statements of the
hon. gentleman vith regard to the
matters at issue. On a similar occa-
sion, when he denounced a prominent
man, the late Mr. Howe applied to him
a description, which ho perhaps bas
not forgotton. I recollect well Mr.
lowe's retor;, which was-that a ser-
pent might crawl over a statue of
Apollo, but the beautiftl proportions
of the marble would remain beneath
the slime. Ie should not have -en.
tured to provoke such criticism agrain.
The hon. menber is able and eloquent,
and he might go on hour after hour
denouncing bis opponents, undisturbed
in his apparent happiness in doing so,
if his affirmations did not go to the
country representing mon as incon-
sistent and regardless of their past
views; if this were not the case, I could
sit by the hour listening to him in
admiration of his pluck and command
of language. I do not find fault with
his renarks this evening; he certainly
gave me more credit than I e m entitled
to, with reference to the policy of the
Government. I have only feebly en-
deavored to do ny duty, in the inter-
ests of my constituents and Province,
and this I am always prepared to per-
form without regard to the opinions of
the hon. gentleman.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE---At this late
hour, I will only make a few remarks in
reply to certain statements of the
hcn. member for Cumberland. My
hon. friend complains that I used very
impolite language, because I said that
he was speaking of a matter of which
ho knew nothing. Well, Sir, I do not
think that this was very harsh; and
at all events, if it did not seem polite,
I am very sorry that I am not able
even yet to withdraw it. My state-
ment was mild, I think, compared with
assertions made by the hon. gentle-
man to-night, for he characterized my
hon. friend as utterly deficient in the
qulities which a Finance IMiinister
should possess wben submitting niat-
tors to the House, and ho says that we
cannot expect this fouse-

lion. Mr. TUPPER-I did not call
him a demagogue.
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Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[E-The term,
demagogue would be milder than the
laaguage he has employed concerning
my hon. friend. The hon. member for
Cumberland asserted that we could
not expect the members of this House
to place the slightest reliance on the
figures and statements of the Finance
Minister; that he had too much ex-
perience respecting the hon. gentle-
maris figures to accept any of them
without personal examaination; that
he stands convicted of gross misrepre-
isentation ; that he was utterly dishon-
est, and that he hoped by mouthing
wo ds-

Hon. Mr. T UPPER-No! no!

Hon. Mr. MACK ENZIE-I took
down the hon. gentleman's words.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-That was only
one horn of the dilemma; there was
another horn; I said-he was either
dishonest or incompetent.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-If these
are specimens of the hon. gentleman's
horns, he hal botter not put them out
so far.

However, I consider that if there is
any hon. gentleman in this Ilouse who
should never complain of any other
hon. member using strong language,
that member is my hon. friend from
Cumberland. I do not know any one
who can go to the very verge of being
offensive, without being unparliament-
ary, so frequently and eloquently as
the hon. member-who hopes, by em-
ploving very strong, not to say
offensive, terms-and I fear they are
very often offensive-and violent ad-
jectives, with a rolling voice, and
in an earnest and vigorous manner,
to impress upon the House opinions
which he can hardly be credited with
entertaining. The hon. gentleman made
two or three allegations to-night to
which I desire to call the attention of
the House for a few moments. One
might have expected that if the hon.
gentleman and his colleagues would
shun the discussion of anv subject that
subject would be the Pacifie Riailway.
The hon. gentleman pointed out, a
short time ago at a public meeting, that
although the late Administration
entered into a solemn engagement by
treaty, to build the Pacifie Railway
<luring ten years, they never intended

31½

to perform their promise. Lot me read
the words by which the late Govern-
ment was so bound :---" The (overn-
"ment of the Dominion undertakes to
"secure the coîtimencement, simulta-
"neously with'n two years from the
"date of Union, of the construction of a
"railway from the Pacifie towards
"the Rocky Mountains, and from
"such point as may be selected east of
"the Rocky Mountains, towards the
"Pacifie, to connect the seaboard of
a-British Columbia with the railway
"system of Canada, and further, to se-
"cure the completion of such raiiway
"within ten years from the date of
"Union."

lion. Mr. TUPPER-Will ny hon.
friend kindly read the qualification
which was so important that it was put
in the Act ?

Hon. Mr. MAC-KENZIE-No hon.
gentleman will find any qualification
in this treaty; the hon. gentleman
knows that it is not there, Sir.

The hon. gentleman says that he
and his colleagues would have brought
one hundred millions of foreign
money into the country--a vast amount
of capital and a vast amount of energy;
that they would have constructed this
road, and that they would have settled
this extensive territory. Why, Sir,
these lion. gentlemen were in power
for two entire years after this solemn
treaty was made, having a large ma-
jority in this liouse at their backs,
and yet the only money they ever
brought into the country was received
from Sir Hugh Allan to carry on the
elections.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER----We did not
give up refunds to the amount of $69,-
000 previous to the elections, as was
done with Hon. Mr. MeMaster.

Hon Mr. MACKENZIE-Well, Sir,
if that is all the hon. gentleman has to
say in reply, it is of slight import.

This is the only money of which I
have any knovledge that they brought
into the country. They had a large
majority for two and a half years
after the conclusion of the treaty, and
what progress did they make? Did
they not confessedly admit that the
scheme was a failure? Did they not
give up the contract into which they
entered ? And does not the hon. gen-
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tleman now, in almost every speech
he delivers, pretend that there wVs
some terrible combination between
hon. gentlemen on this side and Mr.
Potter, of the Grand Trunk Company?
.ut, sir, I have challenged him, and I
challenge him again to-niglit if it be of
any use-to show a scintilla of evi-
dence to justify the extraordinary
allegations he has more than once
made, and it bas been of no avail.
Why, Sir, it is well known that Mr.
Potter and the Grand Trunk have
always been my political enemies, and
the enemies of the hon. gentlemen
who sit on this side of the House. It
is notorious that this Company has
been a political engine operating
against the Liberal party, and to this
hour I know of no change.

lion. Mr. TUPPER-The engine is
reversed.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The lion.
gentleman says that it was a terrible
thing for tbis Government to under-
take to build a road from Lake Supe-
rior westward to the Pacifie by
1890 ; but the hon. gentleman him-
self undertook solemnly, as I bave
pointed out, to build it from Lake
Nipissing to the Pacifie by the
year 1881-within ten years---while we
only pledged ourselves to complete two-
thirds of the work in nineteen years.
These hon. gentlemen endeavoured
to leave this terrible incubus upon the
country - a piece of folly which
should have driven everyone of the
perpetrators out of public life; and yet
the hon. gentleman who is in part re-
sponsible for all this, charges us with
direliction of duty and extravagance,
because we sought to keep faith with
the Province which the hon. gentle-
man and his friends brought in the
Union by false pretexts. If this bar-
gain and solemn treaty through the
hon. gentleman and bis colleagues had
not been entered into, do you imagine,
Sir, for a moment, that he would have
made the efforts we have made to pro-
vide for the expense of surveys? But
all this has been undertaken in connec-
tion with so enormous an enterprise,
for the single purpose of maintaining
the national faith, as far as this
was possible with our resources.
Bit the hon. gentleman bas not fairly

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

represented what we did do. What we
undertook to do in connection with
Lord Carnarvon's recommendations
was subject to the Act alrea:y placed
on the Statute Book.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER---No! no!

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman may say no.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-Show it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I eau show
it anuy time.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER----No!

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---The hon.
gentleman will say " no " and " ves "
to anything. What we have under-
taken to do, even the modified part, is
subject to the resolution under which
it is provided that we shall not in-
crease the taxation of the country.
The hon. gentleman will find whether
this is so or not; he will find that
we will carry out our purpose to,
the very letter, and that purpose
is intimated plainly in the Order in
Council of last year. So much for the
legislation regarding the Pacifie Rai'-
way. I don't think it is necessary to
say one word more on that subject.

The hon. gentleman also said that
Sir John Rose wrote a letter criticising
unfavourably the speech of my hon.
friend. Sir John never wrote such a
letter. le sent a communication to
correct the malicious representations
of the Standard newspaper; and every
one knows that that paper is not the
organ of the Conservative party. It is
a Conservative freebooter, nor is it
owned or recognized by the Conserva-
tive party in England, and of this I
can furnisli proof. Sir John simply
did his duty, as a Canadian, in correct-
ing the misrepresentations of that
paper, but lie did not correct the
speech of my hon. friend.

The hon. gentleman says that the
tariff of 1874 was ruinous to the
country, and in the same sen-
tence lie declared that the Hon.
Finance Minister deserved no credit
for it, because it was a servile copy
of the tariff of the hon. gentleman
opposite. If that was so it would
have a strong chance of being subject-
ed to the opposite charge. lie has not
ventured to enlarge upon the deep dis-
tress in the country. There is a class
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----it is a comparatively small one and
has my deepest sympathy---which
is in diffliculties. The country as a
whole, however, is not suffering dis-
tress, but is tolerably prosperous-im-
mensely more prosperous than during
the crisis of 1857. Yet we did iot
hear that the Government of that day
were to blame for the condition in
which the country then was. But
the hon. gentleman proposed a remedy
:for the depression for the first time.
When he made his speech a few even-
ings ago, it was quiLe evident he was
,n the wrong track. He had prepared
a speech he could not deliver, which
ýexplains his peculiar manner of
jumping from one subject to an-
-other. The hon. gentleman thought
tadditional taxation was to be proposed,
.and he was prepared to expatiate upon
the wickedness of imposing additional
taxation. Now be asserts that the
remedy for the great distress is to im-
pose additional taxation, It is a curi-
,ous remedy, if it is a remedy. It is
the duty of Government when distress
ýexists amongst any large class of the
population to relieve it if it can be
done consistently with the general
interests of the country; it is the duty
-of the Government when revenue fails
to practice the most rigid economy ;
but it is not the duty of the Govern-
ment always when distress prevails to
p)ropose additional taxation as the only
possible remedy.

With regard to the one question on
which the bon. gentleman has pro-
nounced himselfstrongly to-night--that
of a protective policy--I think while it
would benefit a certain class, the benefit
would be reaped at the expense of an-
other. We have all accepted a revenue
tariff as the policy of the country for the
tine being. That tiis revenue tariff
has been so high is chiefly owing to the
extravagance into which the country
was plunged by bon. gentlemen oppo-
site. But the bon. gentleman said that
the Government led the country to be-
lieve there was to be a change of policy.
Nay, Sir, be went further; he stated
that be had a policy carefully prepared.
I tell him he is mistaken. There was
no such policy prepared, and no such
announcement was made to the public
.either directly or indirectly. The
Government never led a single indi-

vidual in this House to believe they
would propose additional taxation. Tho
Government, as they were bound to do,
maintained a most rigid silence towards
their intimate friends as to the policy
they would bring down. But the hon.
gentleman and his organs proclaimed
for weeks and months that there was
an enormous deflicit, pointed out the
absolute necessity for an increased
taxation, and so tried to influence the
Government. But when they found
this failed their rage knew no bounds,
and hence the fierce denunciations of
bon. gentlemen opposite as to our
policy.

Mr. BOWELL-Did not the Globe
make precisely the same announce-
ment ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I don't
know what it did. The Globe is not my
paper, and I am not responsible in any
way for its statenent. Thé hon. gen-
tleman has mv leave to enquire if he
likes whether the Globe had any author-
rity to make such a statement.

Mr. BOWELL-I made no such
charge ; but the bon. gentleman
charged that the Opposition press mis-
led the people.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZlE-It did,
months before.

Mr. BOWELL.---Well, the Globe did
the same thing.

lon. Mr. MACIKENZIE.---The state-
ment was made in that paper on
Friday morning, the day the Budget
came down. We don't make confi-
dantes of any newspaper. It has been
said that we made a direct intimation
of our policy. The bon. member
for Cumberland pretends we had a
policy prepared. I know that many
things which have taken place in
Council during the last two years have
become known, but it is impossible
that this could have become known.

Mr. MASSON---The hon. member
for Chateauguay, in the City of Mont-
real, stated that a revision of the tariff
was contemplated.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--The Hon.
gentleman was entitled to his opinion.

Mr. MASSON.-Then the hon.
gentleman could not lay the charge at
our door, that the Opposition press cir-
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culated these rumours some months
ago.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I must
lay it to their charge. I heard my
hon. friend from Cumberland an-
nounce this among many other curious
things in the course of his speech at
the last public meeting we attended
together. lie declared, that-in 1875, not
a single dollar was applied to the re-
duction of the debt.

lon. Mr. TUPEER-No! no! I beg
to say that the hon. gentleman is
entirely mistaken. We had two re-
porters with us ; the hon. gentleman
had one and I another, and I defy him
to prove that any such statement was
made by me.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I contra-
dicted him by taking the public
accounts and reading from them to the
meeting, showing the amount of de.
bentures which, having matured, were
redeemed.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Such a state-
ment was not made by me.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Well, the
hon. gentleman seems to have a very
elastie memory. There is one thing
more the hon. gentleman said, that he'
introduced and supported throughout
a policy of imposing duties on coal
and other articles. I will read an ex-
tract from the Votes and Proceedings
on this point: "The Hon. Mr. Holton
"moved in amendment, seconded by
" Mr. Mills, that all the words after

S'be' to the end of the question be
left out, and the words 'now re-com-

"mitted to a Committee of the Whole
" House, for the purpose of so amend-
"ing the same as to repeal the duties
"on coal, coke, wheat and flour,' in-
"serted instead thereof." And
this was all voted upon, and
the hon. gentleman voted for
both motions and the amendment.
Ther, Sir, it was moved that the
amendment on the original question
be put, and the hon. gentleman voted
against it. Even we find that the hon.
gentleman for North Hastings, on the
4th of April moved an amendment.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER - At what
stage ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE - Never
,mind at what stage; it was during the
Session.

Mr. MASON.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-This was with
reference to the Customs' Bill.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Yes. H&
moved an amendment, in view of
negotiations then pending at Wash-
ington, that it was expedient to repeal
the duties on certain articles enumer-
ated in section 2, flour, coal, &c. Then
Mr. Lawson moved an amendment,
seconded by the hon. member for
North Hastings, that the word "salt,"
whenever it occurred, should be left
out. They endeavoured to save salt, but
the hon. member for Cumberland would
not allow it. He did not leave a single
one of his children living that he did
not slaughter.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER---Can you kill
the dead ? The bon. member knows
very well that the House killed it and
not me. It was useless to attempt to
resuscitate it in the face of a hostile ma-
jority, and I did that which the hon.
gentleman would have done himself
under the circumstances.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I an sorry
the hon. gentleman bas given this ex-
planation, for lie admits he did very
little to preserve its life. He now ad-
mits that he thrashed it after it was
dead. I could understand how the hon.
gentleman might in a moment of
passion commit murder, but I cannot
understand why he should mutilate the
dead. The hon. gentleman will hardly
find a case in which I have voted in
the early stages of a Bill for the prin-
ciple of it, and afterwards against it.
The hon gentleman was bound to carry
out -hat principle to the end, but he
now shows how much and how little
confidence can be placed in bis political
honesty.

Hon. Mi. TUPPER-I will give an
instance in which my hon. friend
the First Minister voted against a
principle which he had voted to estab-
lish. My hon. friend stood here where'
I am now, and voted to make it impos-
sible for any Government to construct
the Pacifie Railway in any other way
than by a company, and afterwards
stood where he now is and voted to-
build that road by the Government.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman is merely making an asser-
tion, and we know the value of -bis
assertions. I will not reply to the'
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taunt of the hon. geutleian about
hauling down the flag at Halifax, al-
though the r'ght bon. member for
Kingston knows I can tell good stories
about fLags. I do -not think it is well
to revive disagreeable reminiscences,
not even to wound a political opponent.

There is just one remark of the hon.
gentleman to which I will refer. He
said the Budget Speech of the Finance
Minister in 1874 produced a disastrous
effect on the London money inarket,
and yet we find that the best loan
ever negotiated for Canada was floated
immediately afterwards. My hon.
friends tried to get a loan for the
Pacifie Railway, and yet they did not
get a single dollar, although they had
a wonderful Pren'e', a wonder-
ful Minister of Customs, a wonderfully
prosperous country and no gloomy
Finance Minister to sing jeremiads
over the condition of the country.
Such are the curious inconsistencies in
which the hon. gentleman indulged to-
night.

Hon. Mr. VAIL - As the hon.
member for Cumberland has thought
proper to enlighten the House as to
how I obtained a seat in the Cabi-
net, I must, even at this late hour,
ask the indulgence of the House for
a few moments in order that I may
point out a few of the difficulties which
my hon. friend from Cumberland had
to overcome before he secured a seat
for himself here as a Cabinet Minister,
and also explain my own position.

I have learned to-night for the first
time that I owed my seat here to the
hon. member for Halifax. I was under
the impression that I was indebted to
my hon. friend the Premier for that
honour, and I am satisfied that he has
been too long in polities to have come
to the conclusion to offer me the place
without being assured that my appoint-
ment would be satisfactory to at
least a majority of the supporters of
the Government from Nova Scotia.

The hon. member for Cumberland
was first appointed Provincial Secretary
for Nova Scotia in 1857, and the first
election afterwards took place in 1859,
when the Government was defeated.
He again succeeded to power in 1863
on the retrenchment cry which the
hon. member for Halifax bas referred
to, and before 1867 his Government

had become so unpopular that in order
to escape another defeat he forced the
Confederation Act through the House,
well knowing if he submitted the
question to the people at the polls it
would be disastrous to hin and bis
party. For the next four years, or
thereabouts, the hon. member occupied
the position of 14th member of the Ca-
binet, flitting to and fro between the
Capital and Nova Scotia hoping to re-
concile the people of that Province to
the new state of things, when General
Doyle, who was then Governor of Nova
Scotia, applied for leave of absence,
which opened up the way for a seat iii
the Cabinet by appointing lon. Mr.
Kenny, who was then a menber of
Government, Administr'ator ; but as the
hon. gentleman's majority was a very
narrow one in 1867, le did not feel ,afe
to accept office and go to the coun ty till
he could rely on the support of bis form-
er colleague, M'. MeFarlane, who had
been a long time in polities and would
be satisfied with nothing short of a Sena-
torship. Tais could only be given him
by appointing the Hon. Jonathan Mc-
Cully to a judgeship, which was done,
and McFarlane put in bis place, continu-
ing two Senators in the county of
Cumberland, out of twelve in Nova
Scotia, while the western part of the
Province had no representative in that
body. The Ilouse will thus see that
in order to make room for the hon.
member for Cumberland in the Cabi-
net, General Doyle was given leave of
absence; Judge McCully was made a
judge, and Mr. MeFarlane appointed to
the Senate.

For my own part I went into the
Government in Nova Scotia in
1867, where I occupied an impor-
tant position, second, if not first
in responsibility, till last year, when
I resigned and accepted the posi-
tion offered me by the Premier
here. Now, I think afterthis explana-
tion the House will agree with me that
the hon. mnember for Cumberland is
the last man who should taunt me with
being made Minister of Militia by the
hon. member for Halifax who, so far
as I know, bas no more influence with
the Premier than anv other member
from the Province of Nova Scotia.

Mr. DOMVILLE-I want to know if
the Hon. Premier meant that the
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gentlemen connected with the Pacifie
Railway Company ought to have been
driven from public life ? If so, in the
absence of an answer, I would reefer
him to the Statutes for 1871, where he
will find among the parties praying to
be incorporated to build the railroad,
one who is now a Cabinet Minister. i
think it well to mention this, because
the Premier should either withdraw
the statement or make it good.

Mr. BOWELL-I will call the at-
tention of the House to one statenent
made by the Premier with reference
to the charge preferred by several of
his followers, and by the Ministerial
press, to the effect that the Opposition
press is responsible for having misled
the mercantile community into the
withdrawal of their goods from bond
under the supposition that an increase
of duties was to take place. I know
that this is their favourite topic on
every occasion since the Hon. Minister
ofFinance delivered his Budget Speech,
although the Globe announced to the
people of this country that the duties
were to be raised. I shall refer in this
regard to the action of a Ministerial
candidate, and those who supported
him so long ago as January last, to
show that the Ministerialists are them-
selves responsible for misleading the
country in this particular. It is well
known that there was adeficit. Iwill
just read a portion of a speech made
by the hon. i-ember for Montreal

'West, to establish that it was the in-
tention of the Government to increaqe
the tarif. We have alreadv been told
by the hon. gentlemen on this side of
the Ilouse that the hon. member for
Chateauguay made a similar state-
ment.

lon. Mr. HIOLTON-I do not re-
momuber it.

Mr. BOWELL-I do not say this on
m'y own responsibility; but it is what
I have heard. I have such a high
opinion of the hon. member for
Montreal West that I do not believe
that he would state anything which he
knew to be incorrect. The hon. mem-
ber's speech will be found reported in
the Montreal Jlerald of January 27th,
1876. le said : "Gentlemen, it is
"perhaps fortunate to some extomt that
"the present revenue of the Dominion

Mr. DoMVILLE.

"has fallen off, because it will impose
"upon the Government of the Domi-
"nion the duty of making certain
"changes in the tariff. (IHear, hear.) I
"know that these changes are occupy-
"ing the attention of the members of
"the Government. They have been
"quietly consulting and obtaining in-
"formation through the different
"branches of manufacture, in order to
"forný correct views with reference to
"any changes which they may make.
"Of course I an not at liberty
" to state-in fact, I do not know-
"what the proposed change will be, but
"I inight say, that there will be an in-
"crease in the tariffand that the increase
"will tend to the protection ofthe manu-

facturing industries. (Applause.)
"What it will be I am unable to say ; it

will be a large increase, however, in
the rate of inany articles imported
into this country from the United
States."
Now there is a declaration made a

a short time ago by a gentleman who
had been broutght into the field much
against his will, through pressure
brought to bear on him by the Premier
himseIf ; and after an interview
with the First Minister, the bon.
gentleman appears before the peo-
ple of Montreal, the commercial
metropolis of this Dominion,
ani deliberately tells them, that
although ho was not aware to what
extent the tariff was to be increased,
ho knew that it was to be raised
sufficiently to protect the industries of
this country ; and yet in the face of all
this-repeated over and over again,
not only in Montreal but elsewhere, by
almost every man in the confidence of
the Government- ---we find the Premier
and his followers, not only in this
House, but aiso in the country and in
the press, attempting to fasten the
responsibility of the belief which had
taken possession of the minds of the
people in this connection upon the
Opposition press. But if any
persons are responsible for the injury
that has been done to our mercantile
community, they are the supporters.
of the Administration who gave forth
such an impression. Whether direçtly
obtained from the Government or by
inferences, certainly neither the Fin-
ance Minister nor any of his colleagues
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have risen to deny the correctness of
the statement of the bon. member for
Montreal West-and which he repeated
frequently-that he was so led to be-
lieve by the Government.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I rose
and said that the hon. gentleman had
no authority for making such a
statement.

Mr. BOWELL-The Hon. Minister
of Finance denied pointedly that he
had told deputations that an increase
would take place, and the hon. member
for Montreal West reiterated immedi-
atelv afterwards that the interview
in question was of such a character
that he was satisfied a change was to
be effected.

I have seen it stated in a newspaper,
which claimed to be prepared to prove
it, that the Ministry had informed
deputations, which waited on tbem a
few days previous to the delivery of
the Budget Speech, that such was their
intention.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE -There never was
any such resolution arrived at.

Mr. BOWELL-I did not say reso-
lution, but intention.

Hon. Mr. BLAK i-I say, that there
was no such intention.

M. BOWELL-I aceept the state-
ment of the hon. gentleman, because I
have no means of denying it. However,
there can be no doubt that an effort
has been made to fasten the responsi-
bility of producing such an impression
upon the Opposition press, while it is
equally certain that this should be
borne by the Ministers and their sup-
porters.

Mr. MASSON-I said just now that
the hon. member for Chateauguay lead
the people of Montreal to believe there
would be an ir crease. Speaking of the
anomalies in the tariff the hon. gentle-
man said, and it is reported by the
J'eraid: '- These anomalies bad to be
"- retressed and the tariff thoroughly
"revised. The positions of Mr. White
"and Mr. Workman are identical as far
"as protection is con cerned, except that
"Mr. Workm'n, as a supporter of the
"Government, would be more likely
"to influence them to adopt his way of
"thinking." At the moment the Pre-
mier had come to Montreal to support
Mr. Workman, the hon. member for

Chateaugnay told the citizens of Mon-
treal : " If you elect Mr. Workman,
"you will have a better chance to ot-

tain protection than if you elect Mr.
"White." The hon. member for Mon-
treal West, not only months ago, but
three or four days before the meeting
of Parliament, said the people of' Mon.
treal could trust the Government that
they would give a certain amount of
protection-not so great as they ex-
pected, but they might be sure of ob-
taining reciprocal duties with the
Americans. I think it comes badlv from
hon. gentlemen opposite to re)roach
the Conservative press with baving
induced the merchants t) take their
goods out of bond.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-I did not doubt
at all my hon. friend had some quota-
tions from some speech of mine that
would seem to bear out his statement,
but, of course. I had no intimation from
the Government that they intended to
change the tariff. The inference
was general throughout the coun-
try that the tariff would be re-
vised, but certainly I nover re-
ceived any information from the
Government leading me to suppose
such was their intention, and I venture
to think that my relations personally
and politically with the Administra-
tion were so intimate, if they had coin-
municated with any of their support-
ers on a matter of that kind they
would very possibly have mentioned it
to me. It was entirely a matter of in-
ference, from facts that were patent to
everybody, that the revenue had fallen
off, and that the tariff wouild be
opened. I am gratified to find
that my bon. friends were enabled
to make both ends meet without the
necessity ofimposing additional taxes.
I thought, and I feared, before I
came up bore. we should find it nec-
essary to impose additional taxation,
and if the tariff question had been open-
ed I should certainly have done my best
to redres some of the anomalies to
which I refer. But as this whole sub-
ject is to be up on Tuesday, I think
we had better drop it for the present,
and I ask leave to withdraw my
motion to adjourn the debate.

The motion was withdrawn, and the
House went into Committee of the
Whole, Mr. Seatcherd in the Chair.
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On the item "Privy Council $14,-
540," under the heading of Civil Gov-
ernment,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK complained of
the increase of $160 over last year, and
$2,000 over the vote for 1874. The
House had been led to suppose that
the Government were about to adopt a
policy of retrenchment. le objected
to the passage of this item without dis-
cussion after Three o'clock in the
morning

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained
that the increase last year had met with
the sanction of thellouse without a w ,rd
ofdisapproval,and the increase this year
was but trifling, and was necessitated
by the employment of an additional
messenger.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested that the Committee rise and
report progress.

lon. Mr. HOLTON said no progress
had been made ; at least one item
should be passel before the Cominittee
should rise.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER objected to dis-
posing of the item in this summary
manner. The House and the country
had been led to believe that a policy
of retrenchment was to be inaugurated,
yet here among the smaller items there
was a decided increase for which no
satisfactory explanation had been given,
while the item for immigration pur-
poses was largely decreased. He con-
sidered that it was of the utmost im-
portance that the appropriation for
immig'ration purposes should not be
reduced. It was essential that we
should adopt every means availab'e to
settle our North-West Territories.

Ion. Mr. BLAKE raised a point of
order; the system had always been to
allow no discussion in Committee of
Supply except on the item under con-
sideration.

The Chairman ruled the member for
Cumberland was out of order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pro-
tested against this ruling; itwas inter-
fering with the liberty of Parliament.

After some discussion the item was
passed, and the Committee rose and
reported progress.

The Ilouse adjourned at Thirty-five
minutes past Three, a.m.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, March 6, 18'.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were introduced
and read the first time:-

Mr. O LIVER---To amend the Wei ghts
aid Measures Act of 1873.

Mir. DOMVILLE-To incorporate
the Charter Bank of*Lindon and North
America.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were rend the
second time :-

To amend the Acts respecting the-
Citizens' Insurance and Investinent
Company.

To amend the Act 35th Vic., Cap.111,
intituled "An Act to incorporate the
Mail Printing and Publishing Company
(Limited.)"

Respecting the Mechanies' Bank.
An Act respecting the capital of the

Great Western Railway Company. and
for the capitalization of certain charges.
and liabilities.

HALIFAX STATION HOUSE.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked was the iron
station now at Halifax awaiting erec-
tion purchased privately or by publie
tend'er, and froin whom ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The iron
roof was purehased from a firm in
Pniladelphia, not by public tender.

Mr. DOMVILLE-What is the name
of the firm ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I made a
memorandum ofîit, but have mislaid it.

Mr. DOMVILLE-Suppose we let
the question stand over.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE GOVERNOR
GENERAL.

Mr. MILLS asked whether any cor-
respondence has taken place between
the Government and the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, in reference to the
instructions given to the Governor Gen-
eral with a view to make the insirue-
tions consistent with the undoubted
authority ofthe Parliament of Canada ?

Business.(COMMONS.]



[MARCH 6, 1876.]

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-There was
no correspondence that I can bring
down for my hon. friend on that sub-
ject.

THE GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH RAILROAD.

Mr. WHITE (Rienfrew) asked
whether the contract made between
Hon. A. B. Foster and the Govern-
ment, dated 27th February, 1875,
for the construction and working of
the Georgian Bay branch of the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railway bas been can-
celled or modified; and if the said con-
tract bas been cancelled, whether it is
the intention of the Government to
take such steps as will secure the early
construction of the said branch line of
railway ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The con-
tract with Mr. Foster bas been can-
celled. The Government will sukmit
at a future stage of the business of the
House what steps are proposed in the
matter.

SUPERVISION OF BANKS.

Mi. CASGRAIN asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to in-
troduce during the present Session any
measure for the purpose of securing a
more effectual supervision of banks,
with a view to protecting the interests
of de-positors, shareholders and the
public.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIHT--It is not
the present intention of the Govern-
ment to take any further steps in that
direction.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Mi'. THOMPSON (Cariboo) asked
whether such progress has been
made in the surveys of the proposed
Canadian Pacific Railway in the Pro-
vince of British Columbia as to enable
the Government to decide upon a route
between the Pacifie Ocean and the
Rocky Mountains, or to enter into con-
tract for the construct ion of the whole
or any portion of the same ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Such pro-
gress bas been made as enables the
Government approximately to decide
upon the location, but the surveys are
not completed yet, and we are not able

preciselytodecideupon the line through
British Columbia. Until that is done

the Government will not be in a posi-
tion to let out any tender on that sec-
tion, and besides that, any tender that
is let must be approved by the House.

BAIE VERTE CANAL.

Mr. MACMILLAN asked by
whose authoiity the Report of the
Commission on the Baie Verte Canal
was published ; at what printing
establishment it was printed; whetber
the printing was done by tender or
not; how many copies were printed
and what was the total cost thereof:
whether the account for the publishing
thereof bas been paid, and if so Ly
whose authority ?

Hon. Mr. MACKEINZIE--I think
that is properly a motion that should
be put on the paper for returns. It is
quite impossible for me to answer the
series of questions contained in one
mass. I may say generally that the
evidence was printed in order to enable
the Commissioners to read it more
clearly. I am not able to answer the
other parts of the question.

GRAVING DOCK AT QUEBEC.

Mr. BLANCHET moved for an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor'
General for copies of all reports
by Engineers, reports from the
Quebec Harbour Commission, docu-
ments, correspondence and Orders
in Council relating to the selection
of the site for the construction
of a graving dock at the Port of
Quebec. The hon. gentleman said
this question was a very important one,
and he wanted all information relating
thereto brought down. It was the
subject of legisiation two years ago, and
last year when the commission was
appointed it caused a passage at arms
between the Hon. Premier and the hon.
member for Cumberland. The trade
and shipping are taxed for the con-
struction of the work, and the interests
of trade and navigation depended a
great deal upon the selection of' the
site. The engineers chosen by the late
commissioners, Messrs. Kinipple and
Morris, of Greenock, were eminent
men with a reputation on both sides of'
the Atlantic,and theyreported in favour
of the south side of the river, which
they said presented most advantages
both for cheapness in construction
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and natural facilities. A great deal
of capital had been made out of
this question of the site. The Hon.
President ot the Council told the
citizens, at the local elections last
sumhmeir, that the election of Mr.
Shehyn would contribute to the
prosperity of the city in this
respect. The election also of
the member fbr Quebec Centre was
brought about by promises that this
work, as well as the fortifications and
-other improvements, should be under-
taken and carried out. But there were
many strange things in the world of
politics. On this question the hon.
member for Charlevoix and the Presi-
dent of the Council agreed together,
and the member for Levis and himself
were also in unity thereon. The
engineers referred to reported that the
graving dock would cost £20,000 ster-
ling less to construct at Indian Cove
than at Diamondi Harbour, and he
hoped this House and the Government
would be convinced that the south side
was preferable for the undertaking.
Besides, at that point an Allan Line
s:eamer had been detained two weeks
in April, and a great deal of expense
had been incurred in repairing the
iMapoleon IIL, which was damaged
badly by the ice. The surveys of the
mouth of the St. Charles River were
iot satisfactory. He hoped the Gov-
ernment would take the necessary
steps for the appointment of the new
Comm issioners as soon as possible. The
last Harbour Trust expired on the first
of January, and the people of Quebec
were anxiously awaiting their appoin t-
ment. There might, however, be
difficulties in the way of the Govern-
ment in this particular. Some persons
might be anxious to see certain gentle-
men appointed, but the Government
ought to settle the matter as early as
possible. The Government had stated
that no new surveys were to be made,
but it was desirable that the informa-
tion moved for should be furnished, so
that members might know what pro-
gress had been made towards getting
the graving dock. le trusted the
,Government would consuit with the
President of the Council on this
inatter, one on which that gen-
tleman was well informed and held
sound views. He also hoped his hon.

Mr. BLANCHET.

friend friom Lévis would give him a
helping hand in inducing the Govern-
ment to listen to these reasonable
demands.

Mr. ROULEAU thought that the
question should be treated without any
display of favouritism to contending
interests. The reports of the examin-
ing engineers had all been in favour of
Point Lévis, where the dock could be
built at the least cost by a consider-
able amount. He trusted that the
Government would show their liber-
ality in this respect by ceding the
land required gratuitously ; and he
observed that the Point Lévis site had
the additional advantage of being
accessible later in the autumn and
earlier in the spring than the other
location. The Board of Trade
had declared that this site was
the best ; and now that the North
Shore Railway was to be built, and
several other improvements to be
made, particularly in favour of
Quebec, he deemed it but -just that
Point Lévis should have some consid-
eration and justice despite the power-
ful influence exercised by Quebec. He
hoped that certain papers were in error
in announcing that the dock would be
located at Quebec; and also, like the
lion. member for Bellechasse, he trusted
that these announcements had only
been published with the view of carry-
ing elections.

Mr. FRECHETTE stated that when
this delicate matter came before the
House for the first time, he had thought
proper to abstain from taking any part
in the discussion, though the constitu-
ency he had the honour to represent
was deeply interested in its fair settle-
ment. In the general interests of the
country and navigation, he had thought
it bad policy to endeavour to enbarrass
the Government in this relation. He
had full confidence in the Ministry,
and he was certain that they would be
inspired by a spirit of justice when
they came to give their decision, so
important to the country in general
and to his district in particular. -He
did not believe that theywould be more
successful in their object if they abused
the Ministers; conflicting interests *ere
at stake, and if a decision had not yet
been given, this was due to a certain
extent to the action of those who never
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failed to bring down every important
question to the level of partizanship
in order to make political capital out of
it. For two years it had been so uti-
lized by the Conservative press of Que-
bec; and if any credit could be given
for unscrupulous and untiring appeals
intended to arouse the prejudices of the
masses, this honour should accorded to
the Conservatives in this question,
which servud as a double weapon:-
ln Quebec they said, " Electors, your
"interests are being sacrificed; the
"Government bave chosen the site
"for the graving dock at Point
"Lévis; what an abominable Adminis-
"tration this is." At Point Lévis they
exclaimed, " Electors, what an abomin-
"able Government you have! The site
"of the dock has been selected at Que-
"bec. Vote against the Ministers who
' have so shaniefully sacrificed your
" interests." At Lévis Mr. Fréc hette
had been bribed by Mr. Cauchon, at
Quebec Mr. Cauchon had been seduced
by Messrs. Gilmour, Patton and others,
and so on ; and what was the result ?
The strongest and most extraordinary
local feeling had been created, and in-
stead of this important question being
regarded fiom a national standpoint,
it had become only an apple of discord
and bone of contention between two
different and neighbouring localities,the
one having the advantage in point of
number, and the other in point of posi-
tion; and either will raise a clamour
whatever be the course adopted by the
Government. He regretted that it Lad
been employed io serve political pur-
poses, but did not doubt the sinceritv
in this relation of the hon. member for
Bellechasse. Of what had they to con-
plain so far? When the report was
presented in favour of Lévis, the Gov-
ernment could do nothing less than
suspend judgment, and send their own
engineers to make a personal examina-
tion, of which the result was not yet
known. Where, then, had negligence
been exhibited; end where was the
denial of justice ? Of course the ques-
tion was embarrassing to this, as it
would be to any other Administration;
but he, for his part, did not believe
that any change of Government would
advance the interests of Point Lévis
one iota; and well-known scandals
which concerned the late Administra-

tion were of such a nature as to make
it unlikely that anyone should desire
such a change. The points of issue
were scientifie, and should be left
to the engineers who, le vas
glrd to say, favoured Lévis and to
the Harbour Commissioners. The
facts of the case which were of public
notoriety, had been subiitted to the
Ministers. The Prime Minister, about
two years ago, in the course of an elo-
quent speech delivered at Quebec, had
stated that the Government was strong,
enough to do justice to everybody, and
he was confident that this was still the
case. le paid no attention to the
threats of those who must bear the
greatest part of the resl)onsibility for
producing the present imbroglio, and
le sincerely thanked the hon. nember
for Bellechasse for the interest le took
in his late constituencv, which aloneO
of the Electoral Districts of the Domin-
ion might be said to be represented,
not onily as to its nujority, bmnt alo as
to its minority.

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN considered
that his lion. friend from iBellechasse
had rather pre-judged n:atters in pre
mising that he and the Hon. President
of the Council wouild agree with
him regarding this question. He was
bound to say that the conduet of the
hon. member for Bellechasse in calling,
to bis aid his late adversary excited
the suspicion that his case was not
very strong, although the latter had
not proved a very powerful ally. The
latter averred that the Ministry had
been attaeked unneeessarily toneh-
ing this question, also that it Lad
been a God send for the Conserva-
tive party ; the hon. menber
should however have borne in mind
the fact that it Lad been used on cer-
tain occasicas at Lévis and in Quebec
Centre, not by the Conservatives, but
by the Liberals. When Mr. Shehyn was
a candidate the President of the Coun-
cil himself had beld the construc-
tion of this dock out as an induce
nient in his friend's favour, and
L'Evènement would surely not be
repudiated by his hon. friend from
Point Lévis or any hon. member on
that side of the, House.

Mr. FRECHETTE -Why don't yon
quote the articles of the Canadien.
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN - I am sure
it will afford great pleasure to my hon.
friend to read those articles himself.

Mr. Shehyn, the local Liberal candi-
date, was reported as saying: "You
" will obtain in a fev months the

graving dock, that enterprise which
" iIl not only help the progress, but
be the life of St. Rochs and St. Sau-
veur. That graving dock is the bo-
ginning of important and gigantic

4works which will be built on the St.
"Charles. i think i can rely on being

a member of the Commission," &c.
He had the promise, no doubt, of an
appointment, and he believed he could
exercise a great deal of influence in
the location of the graving dock. The
report proceeded to say: -- Mr. Can-
" chon was callel, and spoke with
4great succesi of the candidature of
"Mr. Sheibyn,of his magnificent p isition

in business and connection with the
"North Shore Railway, which was to

be constructed by the local Govera-
ment. He also referred to the grav-
ing dock, the construction of which
would throw $1200,(00 in St. oechs

"and St. Sauveur, to say nothing of the
"large amounts which would be ex-

pended in Quebec for harbour im-
provements. Do you understand the

"effect of this ? It is life and immense
property for the city." Hie (Mr. Lan-

gevin) could alse quote from the Jour-
nal de Quebec extracts to the same ef-
fect. The papers that were favourable
to the Hon. President of the Council
spoke of the great advantage it would
be to have him elected. Mayor Mur-
phy publishod a letter in which he said,
after an interview with the Premier
about this graving dock, that he was in
a position to say what would be done for
the city. Thus it would be seen that the
.graving dock was kept before the elec-
tors of Quebec to secure their support
for the President of the Council. The
MYforning Chronicle, which was a special
organ of the hon, gentleman and took
a deep interest in his return, had a long
article on the 21st of Décem ber appeal-
ing to the electors to support him on
account of the groat works he could
get for Quebec. It contended this was
not a question of persons or politics;
the citizens of Quebec might not liko
the hoa. gentleman, might be displeas-
ed with his conduct, might not have

Mir. FRECKTETTE.

confidence in him, but all that should
be set aside, and he should be elected
because of the patronage he could get
for the city. It said:--" Let us take
"for instance the proposed- graving
"dock, on the construction of which on
"this side of the river we all place so
"rmuch stress. Is it at all likely we
"shall improve car chances of obtain-
"ing this great work by showing in-
"gratitude to a min like Mr. Macken-

zie, who has so frequently expresse i
"his villingness to act for the benefit
"of Qaebec ? Is it not more hu-
"man to expect that in such
"event his decision would be fav-
"ourable to the side which re-
" turns a professed and enthusiastie
"supporter. We believe so at least.
"Then, again, we have Lird Dufferin's
"proposed embellishnents of the city,
"and new Castle of St. Louis on the Cit-
"adel which, if carried out, will not only
"lastingly improve Quebec beyond her
"hitherto wildes t aspirations, but entail
" the expenditure of a large amount of
" money to the advanfageof our popula-
"tion. Is it possible to conclude that
"the rejection of Mr. Cauchon and the
" election of Mr. Tarte would be calcu-
"lated to propitiate the Federal Govern-
" ment and advance our interests in these
"particulars ? For it must be remem-
"bered that more than three-quarters of
"'the large sums necossary to carry out
"His Excelleney's proposition must
"come from the Ottawa Treasury. We
"must not be und orstood to say that the
"realization of all these undertakings
"depend wholly on Mr. Cauchon ; but
"we believe it will be generally admit-
"ed that it is much better to have a
"powerful friend at Court than none
"at all ; while, on the other hand, Mr.
"Cauchon's defeat-which, however,
"we do not admit to be possible-
"could only indefinitely retard works
"pre-eminently needed at this moment
"by Quebec and its people." -H e
(Mr. Langevin) could go on reading
that article, but it would introduce side
issues wh!ch he thought would be un-
desirable under the circumstances. The
hon. member for Lévis had forgotten
that instead of this being a God-send to
the Conservatives it had really been
used as an engine by the Liberals to
carry their elections. It would be
surprising if the electors of Centre and
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East Quebec, who are principally la-
bouring men, should be found to go
against the advice of their newspa-
pers.

There was a good deal to be said in
favour of the south shore. lepresent-
ing a constituency situated at a con-
siderable distance frion Quebec, lie was
in a better position to judge impartially
of the merits of the two places than if
he represented Dorchester. After the
admirable manner in which the mem-
bers for Lévis and Bellechasse had put
their case, sonething should be said
about the north shore claims. The peo-
ple of Quebec were quite taken by sur-
)rise when they heard there was any

of the graving dock being constructed
on the South Shore. The impression
had always prevailed iii Quebec that it
would be on the iorth shore, where
there were two sites. Each of these
two sies had its advocates, but it was
generally conceded that the mouth of
St. Chai-les River was preferable to
Wolf's Cove. One of the Erigineers
who submitted plans to the Con-
nissioner, gave five or six reasons why

St. Charles Rtiver should be selected.
The hon. member for Bellechasse had
elaimed as one of the advantages of the
south shore site, that it was Govern-
ment property. That same advantage
applied to the St. Charles River, where
it would be under the control of the
Harbour Commissioners of Quebee. It
is in the centre of the business part of
Quebec, where it is convenient to the
masses of the workmen. The graving
dock would also be in immediate
communication with the proposed
terminus of the North Store Railway,
and the water is deep enough for the
largest ships. He gave these reasons,
nit as his own, but as those of several
engineers. There was another site at
Champlain Ward of which he had less
knowledgce. There was a shoal there
which could be utilized in the con-
struction of the dock. le lad been
informed that the boring which was
being done at the mouth of St. Chartes
River was progr-essing very slowly.
le supposed the season had a good
deal to do with that. If, however, it
required a week to bore sixty feet, the
summer would pass before it could be
fiaished. He mentioned this to show
the Premier how anxious, not only the

people of Quebec, but the surrounding
country were to have this work con-
menced.

The dock could be built at a very
much lower rate at this time than
any other, on account of the cbeapness
of labour and material. le understood
the new Commission was to beappoint-
ed, and they might call for tenders anid
have the work proceeded with during
the summer. le urged the Govern-
ment to increase the force engaged in
testing this inatter of the site.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON said he was
not present when the lion. member fbr
Bellechasse alluded to his position
in regard to this question. It was
stated that ho Lad been elected by a
promise that the graving dock should
be construeted. The lion. gentleman
had said a great (leal about him, but
everybody engaged in polities must
know that he had been in the liouse
32 years, and had gone through 14
elections without defeat, and tlhere
was not always a graving dock before
the public. In 1872 he ran against the
strongest man that could be found to
oppose him, and he was also elected
for Quebec, unanirmously, in 1874, when
the hon. member lad to run away fron
that city. le had always been in
favour of the graving dock, but Le made
no priomise during the last election.
Gentlemen opposed to him had tried
to fix hini on this question, and they
endeavoured to induce hin to sign a doc-
ument written, he supposed, by the hon.
member for Charlevoix, with that
object.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN---Was it in
my writing ?

lon. Mr. CAUCHON---It looked
like his doing.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-I-- did not
write it.

Hon. Mr. CAIJCHON---The man who
presented it must Lave consulted the
hon. gentleman about it. le (Mr.
Cauchon) refused te sign the docu-
ment, and declined also to commit
himseif at any of some twenty meet-
ings which had been held during the
c)ntest. He knew iis position, and
had no authority to make a
promise about the work. lie be-
lieved the River St. Charles vas
the proper place for the graving
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dock. Three parties were interested
in the work--the Government, which
was bound by its position and law to
see that things are well donc ; the
Harbour Commission, and the Cor-
poration of Quebec. Preliminary
borings were going on, and every effort
was being made to have the survey as
complete as possible. That was the
truc position of affairs, and nobody
could complain of being ill-treated.
With regard to thé attempts made to
turn the electors againsthim, he would
say that here and out of the Govern-
ment he would do nothing which could
be construed as an iniustice towards
any constituency. The statement that
this question had to do with his elec-
tion was incorrect. He had always
occupied the same position with regard
to it. He was returned unanimously
at the last election, and he could
promise thei that he would be unani-
mously returned at any future election.
A man who had been in Parliament
thirty-two years, who had been opposed
by the strongest men who could be
brought out against him, who had been
betrayed by his own f'riends, and still
was successful, could accoiplish a
great deal.

MIr. CARON said although he did
not agree with al[ that had fallen from
the hon. member of Bellechasse and
others, he fully concurred with them
in the opinion that this question ought
to be settled. In 1873 power was given
to the Hlarbour Commissioners of
Qtuebec to borrow money for the pur-
pose of creating a fund which, with the
money to be voted by the Parliaiment of
Canada an I the Imperial Governiment,
would be used to defrav the cost of this
graving dock. In 1875 tho legislation
was al.tered so that the power to bor-
row money was transferred from the
Commissioners to the Governor in
Couneil and the money was not to
be paid into the hands of the Commis-
sioners until the plans had been
approved by the Governor in Couiieil,
and the site lad been selected.
Ever since the question had
been before the publie it had been
largely discussed ; expensive explora-
tions had been cotilucted by the most
eminent engineers of England, and
local gentleman had also been employ-
ed to decide this question of the site.

Hon. Mr. CAUcHoN.

Publi opinion was divided as to where
the dock should be placed. One party
was in favour of Lévis, and there was
a great deal to be said favourable to
the site recommended by Meszrs.
Kinnipple & Morris. But froni the
nature of improvements going on and
contemplated at River St. Charles, ho
thought that perhaps there was no room
for the graving dock. Moreover, diffi-
culties from an engineering standpoint
were in the way of this site; it was
stated it would cost more to construct
the dock there than at other localities
mentioned. After carefully reading
the reports which had been made, he
had come t, the conclusion that Wolf's
Cove was a most desirable location.

In the course of this debate, his hon.
friend the member for Lévis seemed to,
discuss matters foreign to the question.
That gentleman spoke of attacks on the
Government and the benefits which
the Conservative partv had derived
fiom this graving dock ao itation.
When his hon. friends were >usy at
the local elections, he had also to take
his share of this, and he remembered
that one political party made use of
this question, which should be consid-
ered from a purely national standpoint,
to serve their own purposes.

He remembered distinctly that the
President of the Council took a very
active part in connection with the
election ofMr. Shehyn; and at one of the
meetings it was stated in the presence
of the President of the Council to the
electors of St. Rochs, that if they would
return Mr. Shehyn, a good Liberal who
would be truc to their interests, they
might rest perfectly certain that the
graving dock would be located in the
River St. Charles. On the same day,
and perhaps at the very same time his
hon. friend from Lèvis, while support-
ing the candidature of his friend in the
county for the Local House. Mr.
Paquette, told the electors that if they
desired to have the dock on their side
of the river they must elect this gen-
tleman. He was rather surprised to
hear the President of the Council speak
of his great successes in his political
contests during the past twenty-five
years. The hon gentleman might surery
have avoided mention of his last two
elections, for in 1872 he came out as
a Conservative; and his hon. friend
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unight also remember - though, of
-course, he would be very sorry to
Imake him personally responsible for
it-that during this contest, never
were such violence and corruption wit-
nessed as were used on the hon. gen-
tleman's behalf; and yet bis bon.
friend was proud of this among his
.other successes.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-That was in
the Conservative interest.

Mr. CARON-It was altogether in
the Conservative interest, on the part
-of a gentleman who had left the ranks
of the Conservative party, and who
-was to-day President of the Council in
a Liberal Government.

The hon. gentleman should also have
remembered his last election as a Min-
ister of the Crown. That he would
accept such a position bad been ru-
moured fbr some time. Many were
incredulous on this point ; others, who
iwere not altogether the hon. gentle-
man's friends, hoped that it would be
the fact, confident that he would do
more harm to his new than to his old
-political allies. At this time, the con-
struction of the graving dock was a
matter of considerable importance,
and the Quebec Chronicle explained how
it came to pass that it supported the
President of the Council, in the fol-
lowing language :-

" As we take it, the question which presents
itself for Quebec in this election is not one of
party by any means, although stump orators
and partizan writers may seek te place it on
that narrow ground. The question is, which
of the two candidates is likely to exercise the
greatest influence just now for the advantage
of Quebec? There can possibly be no hesita-
tion in pointing to Mr. Cauchon as the one
who, by his present high position and connec-
tions, is best fitted in every way to do so.
This language may seem strange on our part,
but where the real interests of the city are

ýconcerned we have never yet hesitated to
sink our personal prejudices and dislikes in
order to advocate the cause best calculated to
promote the welfare and prosperity of the
people. We have never had an overweenng
affection for the new President of the Council;
we have fought him bitterly more than once,
always speaking our mind of him and his
conduct very plainly indeed, but this has
never prevented us from recognizng the
marked ability and great energy of the man,
nor does it now bind us to the fact that much
of the future destiny of Quebec depends upon
the present endorsation by the electors of the
Centre Division of his acceptance of office in
the Mackenzie Administration. The moment
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is a critical one for the ancient capital, and
the people in the Centre possess interests
identical with those of the remainder of the
city. We must all hang or fall together, and
it can only be by accepting Mr. Cauchon, with
all his faults, and returning a triend and sup-
porter of the Government, and not a foe, that
Quebec may expect the Administrative favours
it so much needs, and realize the long-cher-
ished hope it entertains. It is only reasonable,
if we wish the Government to help us, that
we should at least meet them half way, for it
must not be put out of sight that great publie
works and improvements are contemplated in
this city and neighbourhood, in regard to which
the Government has much to say. Let us
take, for instance, the proposed graving dock,
on the construction of which, on this side of
the river, we all place so much stress."

Probably his hon. friend from Lévis
had this article in his mind when he
stated that this question had served as
a political engine. He, for bis part,
considered this matter as one of vital
importance not only to Quebec-and
be could not look upon it from a
strictly Provincial point of view-but
to the whole Dominion, in connection
with its commercial interests. He,
moreover, considered that the dock
should be built by the Canadian and
Imperial Governments. We enjoyed
commercial advantages of which we
should be proud, being the fourth or
fifth naval power in the world, as far
as our merchant navy was concerned,
and, in every other country, these
docks were considered indispensable
with respect to the commercial pros-
perity of the nation. Across the lino
they numbered seven. There was one
each in the Brooklyn, Boston, Norfolk,
Pensacola, and San Francisco Navy
Yards; eighteen at Liverpool, six at
Birkenhead, one at Sebastopol; one
at Bermuda, one in Australia and one
in Vancouver. It might be recolected
that three or four years ago (13th of
June, 1812), a large steamer, the
France, chartered by the Allan Lino,
while leaving harbour, ran ashore ; and
it was necessary to raise and tempor-
arily repair her in order that she might
be sent to England. These repairs
cost an enormous sum-nearly $40,000.
She sailed for Quebec on the 5th of the
following September, and the repairs
made on the other side of the water
also necessitated heavy expenditure,
without taking into consideration the
cargo destroyed. It accordingly
seemed to him that the time had como
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when a site for a graving dock should
be selected, and for them to know
wbether it was the intention to build
such a dock at all, and if so, the place
wheie, and time when. The interests
of the country required that immediate
steps in this connection should be
taken by the Government, and he
hoped that the question would not be
left undecided until the occasion of the
next elections. The choice of the site
should be submitted to the Engineers.
le did not possess scientific knowledge,

but he was under the impression that
if the River St. Charles did not furnish
a suitable location, such could be found
at Wolfe's Cove, where the dock could
be built with little, if any, more ex
pense than at Point Lévis.

From an engineering point of view
it was fully equal to the site at Point
Lévis, and far superior from a com-
mercial point of view. He hoped it
would not be held over until next
general election, so as to be again used
as a political engine. He knew that if
the President of the Council lost this
useful help he would find, when reqired,
some other means of helping his friends.
It reminded him of a page of our poli-
tical history. It was when the seat of
Government had not yet become per-
manent. The Government went, at
that period, from Quebee to Montreal,
and from Kingston to Toronto. When
an important vote presented itself the
gentlemen in power threatened their
supporters, representing these different
districts, that unless they voted as
required they would lose the permanent
seat of Government. Thus this ques-
tion of the graving dock was utilized,
as he stated above. When an election
occurred in Lévis, electors were told:
"Vote for the Government candidate,
and he will secure the graving dock for
Lévis." If the battle raged in Quebec,
the independent electors were told:
"Elect the friend ofthe Government and
the dock will certainly be secured for
Quebec." We hoped this would cease,
and the graving dock question settled
once and for all.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE remarked
that he had listened with a good deal of
interest to the speeches of hon. gentle-
men ozposite, and of his hon. friend
from 'vis; and in the first place, he
could not help observing how

Kr. CARON.

at Quèbec.

impossible it seemed for the former-
to speak, even of a business matter,
without introducing political considera-
tions; but they had been unable t>
show' that the Government had used
political influence in connection with
this or any other work. Still the hon.
member for Bellechasse had not
hesitated to say that this was the-
motive which the Administration had
in view. He did not desire to convince-
the hon. member of the contrary, for
he knew that this could not be done ý,
the hon. gentleman had been a very
distinguished member of the opposite-
party, and he dared say, felt bound-

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET--Pardon me
I did not say that the Government had
used the Quebec graving dock question
as a political engine ; but that the
President of the Council had raised
expectations in the7 minds of the
electors in this connection.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE accepted
the hon. gentleman's correction ; the
hon. member from Bellechasse,he dared
say, had felt bound to show his new-
found friends the extent of his
enthusiasm in their behalf. lis hon.
friend was mistaken when he said
that the President of the Council had
exercised any influence whatever in
this relation; he failed to establish
in any manner that the question was
used with reference to late elections,
while he must have known that the
entire expenditure on the fortifications
had been very trifling.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-Excuse me
again. I do not like to be misrepresented
or misunderstood. I did not speak of'
money laid out on the fortifications
which was voted either at the last or
the preceding Parliament; I referred to
improvements proposed by the Presi-
dent of the Council, mentioned in some
newspapers, and expected to be made
by the people of Quebec.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-With this
matter the Government hashad nothing
as yet to do; and whatever might be
done, would of course be ordered with
the knowledge and consent of the
House. He would merely say that the
works on the fortification had been
undertaken purelyin the public interest
irrespective of any eleçtion cries what-
ever. le was glad to observe that the
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hon. member for Quebec County had
proclaimed himself so entirely free
from improper influences in connection
with elections, for undoubteldy the
contests in Quebec County in 1872 and
1874 had been extremely pure; and
consequently the fact that his hon.
friend so readily suspected other people
of improper motives was no matter
for surprise. His hon. friend from
Charlevoix had also had his little fling
in the political direction; and lie was
afraid that there were grounds for the
belief that it would gratify his hon.
friend verv much if the site was chosen
at any other place than Quebec.

The Government from the very first,
however, had taken the greatest pos-
sible pains to obtain accurate informa-
tion concerning the various sites pro-
posed; lie had not been satisfied with
this, and he had given his personal
attention to the matter. le had
weighed the representations of the
Engineers, Harbour Commissioners and
other gentlemen interested, altogether
apart from local motives. The engineers
had recommended Point Lévis as
more suitable, ini many respects, than
the River St. Charles; and they had
also pointed out that the commercial
advantages were undoubtedly in favour
of the latter location, although physical
difficulties were in the way. They had
to consider the amount of ice which
would be encountered, and many things
besides the question of mere cheapness
of construction. The hon. member for
Quebec County was quite right in his
statement that the whole country was
interested in this matter, and the Har-
btur Commissioners were very properly
to be consulted in this regard.
The Government would, in any event,
not be influenced by political consider-
ations; havimg the general interest of
the country soiely in view, they could
not, of course, please both sides, but as
soon as possible they would obtain all
the information which the Chief En-
gineer of the Public Works bepart-
ment could supply, and this would be
done before they could think of com-
mitting themselves to a formal opinion
touching this important matter.

By these considerations the Govern-
ment must be guided, and he could only
assure the House no time would be lost.
They hoped the examination would be
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completed in time to take advantage of
the earlier part of this season in com-
men cing a work of so much importance
to the interests of the whole country. In
connection with such matters it seemed
very undesirable to be bringing up
mere political speeches, which were
well enough, perhaps, delivered at an
election, but totally unsuited to busi-
ness matters in the House.

Mr. MASSON agreed with the Hon.
Premier in his remarks relative
to the location of the graving
dock, but he was unwise in taunt-
ing the Opposition with discussing
this question from a political point of
view. That had been done on this
occasion by the bon. member for Lêvis
who had, in the most unjustifiable
manner, dragged old feuds and scandals
to light as if there were no scandals at
the present day. The hon. member
was indiscreet in his zeal. He said the
Government were greatly embarrassed,
not so much by the reports of the
engineers, as from the fact that they
had rights and advantages on the side
of Lévis, but numbers on the side of
Quebec.

Mr. FRECHETTE-I did not say so.
Mr. MASSON-Perhaps the hon.

member did not mean to say so.
Mr. FIRECiETTE- -- The hon. gen-

tleman never heard me say so.
Mr. MASSON said he had noted the

words, but must have done so incor-
rectly. The hon. member had said it
was a God-send to the Conservatives,
but proof had been furnished to show
that it had been used by the Liberals.
He (Mr. Masson) advised the hon.
gentleman to use his influence with the

overnment to have this settled
immediately, and he miglit be assured
the Conservatives would be veryglad to
have this question removed from the
arena of political discussion.

Since the opening of Parliament,
proof had been furnished of a fact that
was well known to the country-that
the great party of purity had at last
consented to adopt such means to carry
elections as they had always been dis-
posed to believe only poor Conservatives
who were mortals and not angels,
resorted to. Another feather had fPlen
from the cap of the Liberal

Graving -Dock [MARen 6, 1876.]



440 Truro and Pictou

They were more familiar with politi-
cal corruption than the Conservatives.
They did not go the elector and offer
him a pecuniary advantage for his
vote, but to a whole constituency and
say, "If you elect so and so, you shall
have a graving dock."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE -Who said
that ?

Mr. MASSON -My hon. friend
from Charlevoix has read the utter-
.ances of the Ministerial press to that
effect.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZI E - He read
from the Morning Ohronicle, which was
never known to support the Liberal
party.

Mr. MASSON said L'Evenenent
ihad also been quoted, and the Premier
would hardly repudiate it. The Presi-
dent of the Council had professed to be
favourable to giving a graving dock to
Quebec, and when asked to sign a
statement to that effect, rerused to do so
on the ground it would compromise
bis election. When the hon. gentle-
Man, while a member of the Dominion
Government, was in the lobbies of the
Local Legislature trying to influence
members against the Local Govern-
ment -

lon. Mr. CAUCHON---That is mere
rumour manufactured by the hon.
gentleman.

Mr. MASSON asked if it was not
true that the hon. gentleman had
gone into the lobbies of the Local Leg-
islature for the purpose of using this
graving dock question to weaken the
local Government.

Mr. SPEAKER called the hon. gen-
tleman to order.

Mr. FRECHETTB-I ask the hon.
member for Terrebonne if the graving
dock should be at Lévis or Quebec.

Mr. MASSON- I am in favor of
having the graving dock wherever
the Minister of Public Works will
place it after he receives the best in-
formation he can obtain on the subject.

Mr. FRECHETTE-We are all of
the same opinion.

Mr. MASSON said there was this
4ifference, the Conservatives had not
made political capital out of it. Con-
elusive proof had been furnished that

Mr. MASSON.

this question had bean used by the
Ministerial party to aid them in their
elections.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he pre-
sumed the object of this motion was to
bring up this discussion rather than to
get the papers, some of which could
not be furnished. He would brig- all
he could, however.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said it was
evident from the remarks of the Pre-
mier that the opinion of the Govern-
ment and of evëry man of business in
this country, would be in favour of the
south shore. He had heard nothing
iii this debate to convince him to the
contrary. He was sorry the Premier
had accused him of making political
capital of this question. The member
for Lévis was the first to refer to the
political aspect of the matter. When
legislation first took place with regard
t) this graving dock, two Sessions ago,
the present Government was in power,
so that it was incorrect to say that it
had been a god-send to the Conserva-
tives. He (Mr. Blanchet) had brought
this matter before the House as a ques-
tion of public importance from a busi-
ness point of view; and he was very
glad the Premier had determined to
decide upon the site irrespective of
party or locality, basing his decision
on the engineer's report to be sub-
mitted to him after thorough and pro-
per surveys.

The motion was carried.

TRURO AND PICTOU RAILROAD.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) moved
an Address to His Excellency the
Governor General for correspondence
with the Local Government of Nova
Scotia respecting the contemplated
transfer of the Branth Line of Railway
between Truro and Pictou to aid in the
extension of the Railway system east
from the latter terminus.

le, was about to address the House
when six o'clock was called.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. MACXAY said that the subject
ofhis motion was of such importance Vo
the constituency he represented that he
felt it incumbent on him to make some
remarks in connection therewith. It
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would not be amiss for him to state
that he represented the most eastern
constituency in Canada, and if there
was any dependance to be placed upon
the present state of affairs in Cape
Breton, and upon the statements of
scientific men in regard to the great
mineral wealth of that island, there
must be a great future before it. They
were a long distance from the capital,
and had no railway communication
with the rest of the Dominion and
their wants and interests had been
greatly neglected. When it was taken
into consideration that the railways in
Nova Scotia were built almost entirely
out of its public funds, and that the
people of Cape Breton contributed
very largely towards their construc-
tion, and that during the agitation for
these lines they were given to under-
stand that the railway sytem would be
increased as the country developed and
be extended to that Island; he contended
they had certain rights and equities to
which this Government, to a certain
extent, had fallen heir. If Nova Scotia
had not gone into Confederation the
railroads would have been extended
further east and gone through Cape
Breton, and influence would have been
brought to bear to carry out the
understanding which existed when the
construction of the lines was first com-
menced in the Province. This matter
had been brought before Parliament on
one or two occasions, and had been
considered of such importance that
two Committees had been appointed
indirectly in connection with it for the
purpose of considering the advisability
of constructing a line of railway east
from New Glasgow to Louisbourg.
'This question presented itself before the
House and country in two lights--it
might be regarded as a matter of local
importance, and also as a matter of
national importance in as--much as
they claimed to have within their bor-
ders the shortest route to Asia and
Europe. Ile would not then address
himself to the former, but to what he
deemed the national aspect of the ques-
tion. By looking at the map it would
be seen that the eastern portion of the
Dominion goes several hundred miles
further into the ocean than the United
States. He would refer to two or
three sections of the report, presented

May 22, 1874. In that document the
Committee, of which he was a member,
state:

" 1st. That there are but three harbors pos-
sessing the qualities necessary to commend
them to the attention of your Honorable House,
viz., Halifax, Louisburg and Paspebiac.

" 2nd. That, from the evidence given before
your Committee, it has be, n shown that Louis-
burg is a first-class harbor, having the geogra.
phical advantage of being the nearest available
harbor of this Dominion to Europe.

" It is 230 miles nearer to Europe than Pas-
pebiac, and 196 miles nearer to Europe than
Halifax, by the direct route.

" It should also be observed that the ap-
proaches to Louisburg are very easy, and that
the anchorage is good on the north-east por-
tion of the harbor, which is entirely sheltered
from winds, and that the harbor is capable of
floating vessels of any size.

" Your Committee believe that the ultimate
selection between Louisburg on the one hand
and some port on the line of the Intercolonial
Railroad, in the vicinity of Shippegan or Pas-
pebiac on the other ; but trom the evidence
given before your Committee, they cannot
report favorably upon the harbor of Ship-
pegan.

"On the other hand, Louisburg bas the ad-
vantage of having a shoal or rock of small
extent, it is true, inside the harbour, called
the Egg Rock, which may be removed by
excavation at very little cost, and which, in
its present state, may be avoided by following
the directions issued by the Admiralty.

" Therefore, as between Louisburg and Ship-
pegan, your Committee have no hesitation
in strongly recommending the former, for the
reasons above stated, and which are fully
borne out by the evidence given your Com-
mittee.

"Your Committee recommend that a survey
be made between Louisburg and some point
on the Intercolonial Railway to ascertain the
practicability of building a railway between.
the most suitable point of said railroad and
the harbour of Louisburg ; at the same time
that a proper survey be made, and report be
given upon the best mode to be adopted for
crossing the Gut of Canso."

The Committee also reported favour-
ably upon having the terminus at New
Glasgow extended to Louisburg, the
former being a port closed during three
or four monthS during the winter sea-
son. He would also draw the atten-
tion of the House to the report of
the Committee, of which the hon.
Mlinister of Finance was ebairman.
In the third section of that report, it is
stated :-

" That by selecting some suitable point
within the territory of the Dominion,and using
vessels specially constructed for the purpose,,
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it would be quite practicable to gaiífrom two
tothree days each way in the passage from Len-
don to New York, and e ven more in the jour-
ney ta other points in the interior of Canada
and the United States.

" As respects the last point of departure with-
in the Dominion the Committee are not yet in
a , position to report authoritatively. They
may state, however, that setting aside, for the
timne being, the route across Newfoundland
itself, they entertain little doubt that the se-
let tion will ultimately lie between Louisburg
on the one hand and some port on the line of
thje Intercolonial Railroad, in the vicinity of
Shippetan or Chathamon the other.

" The Committee, without desiring, as yet, to
express any positive opinion on either of
these routes, would briefly observe with re-
spect to them, that while both possess the ad-
vantage of being several hundred miles nearer
to Europe than any other point available.
Shippegan can only be made use of for a period
of six or seven months in the year, and Louis-
burg will require the construction of 150 to
160 miles of additional railroad to bring it
into connection with the existing railway sys-
tem, and would even then be several hundred
miles farther off than Shippegan from the
chief Canadian and western cities, even
after allowing for the fact that Louisburg is
from 60 to 100 miles nearer to Europeby sea."

He thought these extracts would
show the House that the terminus of
their railroad system was not at its
proper place, and that it was necessary
tr> extend it to the most eastern portion
of Nova Scotia. By rail we could travel
without difficulty at 30 miles an hour,
while 12 or 14 miles was the greatest
speed by sea; consequently, there
would be a considerable gain in com-
munication between Canada and the
Mother Country by runing the line as
far east as possible. The- time now
consumed between New York and
London was, on an average, 10 days
and 20 hours. The distance between
New York and Louisburg is 1,111 miles,
at the rate of 30 miles an hour would
make 37 hours; and the distance be-
tween Louisburg andLiverpool is 2,255,
which at 14 miles an hour would make
161 hours. The additional time be-
tween Liverpool and London is five
hours, which in all would make 203
hours from Louisburg, giving a saving
of time over New York route of 2 days
9 hours, or a passage of 8 days and 11
hours. The distance from Montreal to
Louisburg is 950 miles; from Louis-
burg to Liverpool, 2,255; making an
aggregate ef 3,205. At 30 miles an
hour 950 would be traversed in 31
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hours, which added to the time be-
tween Louisburg and Liverpool by
boat, would make the journey to Lon-
don only 8 days; whereas by the
existing route it now takes ten days
and a half to perform.

The matter was to be looked at
from another point of view. There
was no doubt whatever that the
mails of the United States would
be sent by this route, whieh would
largely help maintain the line. It is also
considered that Newfoundland will
enter Confederation before long. When
that took place one of the stipulations
would be for an extension of the
railway as far as Louisburg.

The people of Cape Breton did not in
any way object to paying their propor-
tion of the taxes, or to the expenditure
of large sums in the construction of
canals in other portions of the country,
but they thought that they were en-
titled to some consideration, and that
whilst some five millions were being
expended on canals in Ontario, some-
thing should be done to give them
railway connection with the rest of the
Dominion. It had been shown con-
clusively, that as a matter of national
policy, our railway system should be
extended eastward, as well as west-
ward. He took it that they would not
knock vainly at the doors of this
House, and that their interests would
be given due consideration. The proper
terminus for the railway was near the
harbour of Louisburg, certainly one of
the finest in the world, where coals
could be procured cheaper than in any
other port of the Dominion, an import-
ant advantage. Most persons undoubt-
edly preferred land travel, and this
route would ensure the shortest ocean
voyage to Europe. No matter had
agitated to a greater degree the publie
mind in Cape Breton than this; they
claimed railway privileges and con-
sidered that they should be taken under
favourable consideration by the Gov-
ernment, fully assured that the work
would not only be of great advantage
to the, Island but to the Dominion,
Louisburg being certainly the terminus
provided·by nature for the trans-contih
nental system of railways.

Mr. FLYNN (Richmond, N.S.) statei4
that the work in question was of very
great importance to the people of Novas
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Scotia, and particularly to the consti-
tuency his hon. friend from Cape
Breton (Mr. MacKay) represented, and
-next in, if not of equal importance to
the district he had the honor of repre-
senting. He had thought that the line
of argument of his hon. friend, who
made the motion, would have been dif-
ferent and to his mind more pertinent.
A good deal ofdiscussion relative to rail-
way extension east of New Glasgow
had taken place both in this Parliament
and in Nova Scotia during the last
three or four years. In 1872 the Local
Government of Nova Scotia, at the
solicitation of their friends, had made
an effort to secure railway extension
from New Glasgow to Louisburg, offer-
ing to acertain cbartered company,or to
zany # other company that choose
to accept, 150,000 acres of crown
land, and a subsidy equal to one-
half the royalty on coal for forty
years; this royalty is ten cents
per ton. This was at the time consid-
ered a large subsidy, as our coal ex-
ports must increase very much before
many years elapse; nevertheless, no
company had been found willing to un-
dertake the work. In 1874 the Nova
Scotia Government made another effort,
determined to secure the building of a
road, if not to Louisburg, as far as the
Strait of Canso, about one-half of
the distance. It was considered,
that if control could be obtained of the
portion of the Intercolonial road from
rTruro to Pictou, with a subsidy from
the Local Government in addition, the
enterprise could be made successful as
far as the Strait of Canso, as no com-
pany could be found willing to under-
take to carry it to Louisburg for the
-amount offered. When they came to
the House in 1874, they found the
«overnment willing to give the Pictou
.and Truro branch to a company who
would extend the road to the Strait of

•Canso, but objection was taken on
the part of some members from Cape
Breton; and an agent or attorney

.of the New Glasgow Company hav-
ing waited upon the Administration,
-and stated, that if a delay of
:s few months was given they would
be able to construct a railway from
JNew Glasgow to Louisburg. The re-
.quest was naturally granted, six
anonth8 passed-no company was

organized for the purpose, and
nothing was done. During the last
Session ofthe Nova Scotian Legislature,
an offer was made to it to the effect
that if the grant of Crown Lands pre-
viously proffered were doubled, with
$5,000 a mile additional, a company
would undertake to extend the road
from New Glasgow to Louisburg. This
was ceded ; but the result was as on
former occasions. All that his hon.
friend had said in reference to the
magnificent harbour of Louisburg he
fully endorsed, and as it was the near-
est point to Europe he believed it was
destined, ere many years were passed,
to be the Eastern terminus of our in-
ter-oceanic railway. No one could be
more anxious to see this extension
ma le to Louisburg than himself, as the
line would run through his county
from end to end ; but he had come to
the couclusion that at present it was
not practicable. Blarne had been attach-
ed to the Local Government, but the
fault was not theirs. He believed that
the members from Nova Scotia were
unanimous in the opinion, that the
portion of the road mentioned should
e given to some company uncondi-

tionally, in order to secure the con-
struction of a railway from New Glas-
gow to the Strait of Canso.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
entirely approved of what had been
said by his hon. friend as to the impor-
tance of making the terminus of the
Intercolonial Railway at Louisburg.
Public opinion was very strong in the
Island of Cape Breton on the question
of railway extension to Louisburg, and
particularly in the county he had the
honor to represent. It had been there
understood that it was the intention
of the Dominion Government to sub-
sidize the continuation of the Inter-
colonial Railway to that place, by
means of the branch from Truro to
Pictou; and he might say, that the
Premier had never taken so popular a
position as this in connection with that
secton of the country in Cape Breton.
They had also been informed that
very strong pressure had been brouglit
to bear on the Administration to
induce them to give the branch in
question merely for such extension as
far as the Strait of Canso; but this,
he considered, would be an act of in-
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justice to Cape Breton generally, and
to his county particularly, because it
wculd be of very little advantage to the
people in that quarter. The travelling
public on the Island might thereby
gain something, but this would be all.
He did not think that any undertaking
would be of more importance to the
whole Dominion than running of a
railway to Louisburg ; and he believed
that the entire country had taken this
position. The leading public men as
well as the press had taken this
view. Such was the ground as-
sumed by the St. Johns (N. B.) Tele-
graph, and he thought also by the
Toronto Mail and Globe, as well as by
the press of British Columbia. Last
year also, during a discussion relating
to the Pacifie Railway, the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland stated that he
hoped, at no distant day, to see a road
built from the Pacific to Louisburg.
Under these circumstances the under-
taking should be consilered as a Do-
minion work; and that he thought a
cash subsidy from the Dominion in
addition to the allotment of the Truro
and Pictou branch, would secure tbe
extension of the line for the entire
distance. He remembered that when
the item of the Baie Verte Canal was
under consideration last year, the
Minister of Justice told the House, that
inasmuch as this met with stronig
opposition, he would have no objection
if there was any other work of eqia 1
national importance in the Maritime
Provinces to expend the amount in
question on it; and this project he, for
,his part, considered of greater national
importance. le hoped the Hon. Min-
ister of Justice would now use his great
influence to carry out what he then
stuggested.

Mr. McISAAC, as the representative
of one of the counties interested, said
he fully endorsed the remarks made
by the hon. member for Cape Breton,
who had just spoken, and his hon.
friend from Richmond, regarding the
importance of the work. During the
first year of the Union the railway
was extended to New Glascow, but
since that time nothing had been done.
Then they had control in Nova Scotia
of their tarif, , which was law ; they
were not troubled by Protectionists or
anything of that kind, and could do as

Mr. MCDONALD.

they liked in this connection. As soon
as Confederation had been accomplish-
ed, their tarif was increased, and not
one mile ofrailway had been since built
eastward.

In the present financial position of
Nova Scotia, it was impossible for the
Province to build the road. Two years
ago this House came to their assistance
and passed a resolution authorizing the
transfer of the Truro branch to a com-
pany on certain conditions. On the
strength of that resolution the Local
Legislature granted subsidies. The
people of Eastern Nova Scotia were desi-
rous of having the road extended to
Louisburg ; but failing to get that, they
would be satisfied with the 80 miles to
the Straits of Canso. To the great sur-
prise of the Local Government, the peo-
ple of Nova Scotia and the company
which was prepared to undertake this
work, when they asked for the transfer
of the road, they were told it would
not be granted unless the exten-
sion was pushed on to Louis-
burg. The result was that the project
was abandoned for the time. Hle
did not mean to say this Government
had acted in that way from any
desire to delay or defeat the work.
They had no doubt been led to sup-
pose, by a few gentlemen in this
Hiouse from K1:asterni Nova Scotia, that
a company could be found which would
extend the railway to Louisburg, and
the extension to that point would fully
compensate for the time lost. The
company on which this Government
relied had been tried and the result
was failure. Important as this work
of extension to the Atlantic was, unless
this Government would undertake it,
it could not be accomplished by the-
Local Government. They could build
it to the Strait of Canso, I believe-
with the aid of Truro branch, but no
further. Even the extension that far
would be of extreme value to eastern
Nova Scotia, making the Strait no
more thvin a temporary terminus.
Efforts would be made in time, and no,
doubt with success, to extend it to
Louisbourg, or some point on the-
Atlantic. If this Government were.
not d;sposed to undertake the whole
work, they should give the branch un-
conditionally, otherwise the work
would be delayed and defeated as it ha&
been in the past.
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Mr. MAcDONNELL (Inverness)
was very happy that this question had

,come up for the consideration of the
House. le could not but admire the
inanner in which the hon. members
for Cape Breton had advocated the ex-
tension to Louisburg on the ground of
its being a national work. If it was,
he hoped they would not be left alone
in advocating it, but there was not
now the slightest prospect of get-
ting the line extended so far. Whatever
chance there was, sone years ago
it had evaporated. The question vas
now whether they would have a road
to the Straits of Canso, half the dist-
ance, or none at all. If the extension
to Louisburg was all that was claimed
for it, the building of half the line
would be a great step towards its com-
pletion. There was no other part of
Canada, except British Columbia,which
was so in need of railroad communica-
tion as Nova Scotia. Cape Breton
with a population of over 80,000'had
not a mile of railroad, while Prince
Edward Island, rich in agriculture, but
in nothing else, had its railroad, though
not so large as Cape Breton and not
much larger than the county he re-
presented. He hoped something prac-
tical would be done this Session, and
that the Government would with-
out delay ask this House to transfer
the branch to any company that would
extend the road to the Straits of Canso.
This was all that could be expected in
the meantime, but it was perfectly
practicable. The road was 64 miles in
Iength, and ho presumed did not more
than pay working expenses. If trans-
ferred as required, it would assist in
developing Eastern Nova Scotia, and
would benefit the country to a much
greater extent than it did at present.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) did
not approve of granting this transfer
unconditionally. lie thought it would
be very unwise if the Government
should come to the conclusion that
the road could not be built to
LoUnisburg. He should, in case of
transferring the road, attach certain
conditions giving running powers to
other companies which might be
decided upon, in case of disagreement,
by arbitration.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
was no objection to the motion, ai-

although there was very littie cor-
respondence on the subject. The
House would recollect the Government
obtained authority to alienate that
portion of the Government railway
between Truro and Pictou for the pur-
pose of promoting the extension
toward the Strait of Canso, or as far
eastward as possible. At that time
some English capitalists interested in
Cape Breton mines and projected rail-
ways were sanguine that the aid they
might obtain in this way would enable
them to reach Louisburg, and of course
the Government were bound to give
every reasonable facility to accomplish
this purpose. The. Order in Council
was drawn up with a view to meeting
the probability thus held out. It was
subsequently ascertained they were
unable to accomplish anything in that
direction. At the present moment
there was no company that he
was aware of likely to undertale
the construction of this railroad.
It rested with the Government and the
people of Nova Scotia to a great ex-
tent to say what course should be
adopted. His opinion was that it
would be better to reach the Straits of
Canso as soon as possible, because if
that was once reached means would be
found from local resources, and aid by
persons interested in mining and other
projects for the development of the
country, to extend it further east.
There was no doubt if a good line to
that part of the country was estab-
lished, a steamship line would sooner
or later be organized, crossing the
narrowest pait of the Atlantic, and
carrying mails and passengers of
light weight-steamers of compar-
atively light draft, which could
make much more rapid progress.
than was at present attained.
It was evident to any one who
studied the map that this must ulti-
mately be the short route to Europe,
and would be used, perhaps, within a
very few years. But he could not
hold out any promise that the Do-
minion Government would undertake
the construction of any other railway
than those now in hand. The corres-
pondence when brought down would
show that the GoverRment had doner
all in their pcwer with reference to,
the matter.
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Mr. PALMER said if the road was
*xtended to Louisburg, it would be of
.great benefit to the shipping interests
of the Maritime Provinces, and parti-
cularly of St. John. Since the intro-
duction of the telegraph, ships coming
from Europe have invariably called
at the Island of Cape Breton. He
was sorry to find that with a
subsidy to the extent of the value of
the Branch Line, which cost the Local
'Government some $3,000,000, and with
the assistance Nova Scotia could give,
a company would not be able to build
this road. He was still of opinion that
the reason for this was that Canadian
railway stocks were at no value in
the English and Eur*opean markets. In
the course of a few years this would
probably be rectified, but in the mean-
time he had a great objection to putting
a link of the road into possession of a
-corporation that would not run it to
Louisburg. There was great difficulty
.and extra cost in transporting over
lines run by different companies,
and he trusted that fact would be
borne in mind in connection with
his proposed work. If at a time
like this no company could be in-
.duced to go into the speculation, he
thought something would be gained by
waiting a year, and Government should
.amaintain the position of retaining the
property until the whole line was pro-
vided for. It would be found, he
thought, after getting the line to
.Louisburg, that the Baie Verte Canal
was an absolute necessity, and that the
road would be of little use without it.
Getting the line to Canso Straits would
te of little or no use, unless it were to
give the people strong cause to press its
further extension to Louisburg. In
'view of this fact, it would be cheaper
to construct the line to Louisburg at
once.

The motion was carried.

-OBSTRUCTION IN THE NtAGARA RIVER.

Mr. CHARLTON moved for an Ad-
-dress to Huis Excellency the Glovernor
General for copies of any correspon-
.dence which may have taken place
-between the Government of Canada
ithrough the British Minister at Wash-
ington and the Qnited States Govern-
maent, relating to the obstruction of
the navigation of Niagara River by the

Hon. Mr. Mcimmziz.

erection of an Inlet Pier in mid chan-
nel of said River for the Buffalo City
Water Works, thereby causing a dan-
gerous obstruction to the passage of
vessels and rafts of timber.

The hon. gentleman said . where
Niagara issued from Lake Erie the
current was a very rapid one, varying
from seven to twelve miles an hour
according to the direction of the wind.
The International Bridge has been
thrown across the river at a distance
of about two miles from the lake, and
this was found to be a very serious
obstruction to navigation upon the
stream. After the completion of that
bridge the corporation of the city of
Buffalo undertook to tunnel under the
Niagara and build a crib on the mid
current of the stream as an inter-bar
for their tunnel, to supply their water-
works. This crib was removed upon
representations made, he presumed, by
this Government in 1873; but in the
removal of the crib a portion of the
stone work was left in the bottom of
the channel, and it now forms a danger-
ous reef. After the removal of the
first crib the corporation commenced
the building of another, which was
carried away by the current., They
then placed a third crib in the stream
about a hundred feet nearer to the
Canadian shore, and in a direct line
with the draw of the International
Bridge. This creates a difficulty for
vessels passing down the river to the
rightside ofit. It is almost impossible
for rafts to do it; in one instance a raft
of three million feet of timber in
attempting to weather this bar had a
large portion carried directly over it and
wrecked. The International Bridge
was choked with lumber for several
hours, and the damages to the owner of
the raft were several thousand dollars.
This is only one instance, but there
were several others of the kind, and it
was a matter of considerable importance
to Canadian lumbermen. The port of
Tonawanda, ten miles below Buffalo,
was the great entrepot of the lumber
trade. Last year the commerce of
that port amounted to $3,500,00),,
confined chiefly to timber and lum-
ber, 200 millions feet being tranship.
ped through. It was a matter o
great importance that the navigation
of the river shoiild not le impeded hy
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obstructions of this kind, and he called
the attention of the Government to
the subject, and the important interests
it involved.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-My im-
pression is, there was no reason
for any correspondence about
this matter. We were not aware
of the difficulty until this motion
was placed on the notice paper,
but the Government will of course
direct enquiries to be made, and take
such action as the circumstances of the
case may require.

The motion was carried.

RELIEF OF MANITOBA SETTLERs.

Mr. POPE moved an Address to His
Excellency the Governor General for
copies of all Orders in Council, letters
and telegrams between the Dominion
Government and the Government of
Manitoba, or any officer or other person,
respecting the relief to be given to
settlers and others in Manitoba, shew-
ing the amount appropriated, the
parties to whom it is to be given, and
the conditions upon which it is given.

He said he held the Government
strictly responsible for any money that
might be appropriated without the con-
sent of this louse. This grant might
have been very necessary, and might
possibly be all right, but the House
should know the conditions upon which
it was appropriated, whether it was a
loan or whether it was given to these
people. If it was a loan, what security
Government have for it, and the reasons
which induced them to make the
appropriation. It was rumored that
460,000 was appropriated without any
vote or consent of the House, and the
House should be informed as to the
conditions and parties for whom it was
appropriated.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE observed,
that he had no objection to the motion;
nor did he sec any reason why he
should not at once state that the
circumstances in which this remote
Province was placed . were entirely
different from those of any other
portion of the Dominion. The
population, which was comparatively
small, had been visited by a plague of
locuste, and many, Who had promising
crops early in the season, found themi

selves entirely deprived of them ;
in consequence, the Government
were obliged to take such steps
as seemed absolutely necessary, in
order to prevent a still greater
calamity--loss of life-and enable the
sufferers to have at least seed for the
coming season. They, therefore, felt
themselves justified in taking $60,000
of the public money, afterwards ae-
counting to Parliament for it, and
asking for an indemnity. They had
requested the Lieutenant Governor to
act for them with regard to the
organization of a committee, composed
of representatives of the various classes
interested to arrange the disposition
of the seed grain and flour sent; and
they had reason to believe that this
duty, which was not yet completed,
had so far been thoroughly done. It
was quite impossible to give the returns
asked for up to the present time; but
they would supply all possible infor-
mation, all the correspondence, and
any other explanations that might
be deemed necessary, when the papers
came down. The hon. member would
admit, he was quite sure,that they must
deal exceptionally with such a popula-
tion, to which access was difficult in
winter. Had they failed to act as they
had done, he felt that they would not
have done their duty ; and he did not
doubt that the louse would justify
them. The committee were instructed
to take ample security from >ettlers
relieved, and while this in some
instances might not be of the best
character, they had reason to
expect that the great portion
at least of the money spent would
be returned. They would soon
probably learn that they had saved
these people from a very great calamity,
and had taken steps which would
ensure the continued settlement of the
country. So far as they had been able
to ascertain from naturalists acquaint-
ed with the habits of the locust, it
would in all probability not revisit that
country for some years.

Mr. SCHULTZ said he was glad to
be able to agree with the Premier in
the action which the Government had,
taken. He felt that they deserved
credit for the promptness with which
that action was taken. As he under-
stood it, the approximation was made
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in accordance with the recommenda-
tion of the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture after the visit of that gentleman
to the Province. He felt quite sure
that the Minister during his visit could
have heard no advice from anyone in
Manitoba, except that the grant was
necessary. He (Mr. Schultz) regretted
that the relief afforded had not been
afforded to the extent which the Gov-
ernment intended, and he beggod to
read from a late editorial in the Mani-
toba Free Press in regard to this
matter:
"Had the $60,000 asked ofand we believe ap-

propriated by, the Dominion Government to
relieve the Province in the disaster which had
evertaken it, been judiciously expended and
handled, all would have been well, as that
amount would have purchased, and delivered,
an ample supply of seed to insure the sowing
of all the land ready for crop, and provisions
to carry the destitute through the winter. But
it was not well managed, consequently we
have but a half-perhaps even less--of both
seed and provisions, than under other condi-
tions we might have had with the same ez-
penditure. This circumstance increases the
ultimate cost of the supplies to the settlers by
a hundred per cent ; and, worse than that, if
an additional loan be notmade by the Domin-
ion Government, a large area of land ready for
crop is bound to go unsown this year for the
want of seed ; and :we are not sure but that
actual suffering may be endured by our settlers
for the want of food before winter is over."

From this it will be seen that only half
the relief intended was likely to be
afforded, and he (Mr. Schultz) earnest-
ly hoped that the Governiént would
see fit to increase the amount. Mean-
time, he was .glad to hear from the
Premier that the Government had
arranged for the gratuitous distribu-
tion of the relief, because it was cur-
rently reported in the Province that a
certain gentleman, through some local
influence, had been pitchforked into
the Secretaryship of the Relief Com-
mittee, and was receiving six dollars
a day for his services. If this was the
case, and if the amount came out of
the appropriation, ho felt that the Gov-
ernment should at once put a stop to
it, as they had a number of Dominion
officials in the Province who were fnot
at all hard pressed with work this
winter, and who might save this
amount to the poor, for every day of
this gentleman's services meant go
much less flour for the starving poor.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-WhatI said
was, that the Conmittee would do the

Mr. Somz.

work gratuitously. No doubt the sec-
retary would be paid.

Mr. SCHULTZ--I have only to state
in answer that $6 a day implies the
loss of two bags ot flour daily for the
suffering poor.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---I know
nothing of that.

Mr. SCHULTZ-In view of the fact
that there is an abundance of Domin-
ion officials doing comparatively no-
thing in that quarter, it was the plain
duty of the Government to send up
instructions to have this work done by
one of them, instead of paying some $6
per day to some other person, during
the whole of the rest of the winter.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD thought
that, as there was a large number of
Dominion officials employed in that
part of the country, this duty might
have been performed without extra
remuneration, or, at all events, for a
very small additional amount, by one
of them. This was not, however, the
p oint ho wished to raise. The Hon.

remier, in his explanation, had cor-
tainly, he was of opinion, made out a
satisfactory case for the prompt ex-
penditures in question. A calamity of
that kind coming suddenly on the peo-
ple, especially a young and struggling
people just emerging into organized
life as it were, far away from the usual
appliances and means of relief, justified
the action of the Government, which
was such as the louse and country
would san*ction; but it nevertheless
occurred to him that this was an ex-
penditure for which there was no pre-
vious vote of Parliament, and accord-
ingly it was the bounden duty of the
Premier, at the earliest possible mo-
ment, to have laid before this House
the necessary explanations, and not
wait until his hon. friend-

Hon. Mr.CARTWRIGHT-At a very
early period in the Session, I laid on
the Table a warrant from the Governor
General, in the usual form.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD still
thought that the Premier, from hi&
place in Parliament, should have pre-
viously stated the facts. In England,~
though perhaps not for so small an
amount, under like circumstances,.
Parliament would not be satisfied with
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-a confirmation of the vote in the esti-
mates of the year; but a special act of
indemnity must be passed.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied
that he was quite ready to have in-
formed the House immediately of the
matter; and his impression was that
this had been done.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT distinctly
recollected ordering the matter to be
prepared; and he was almost certain
that it had sometime previously been
brought down.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD-In
the way of a message?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-In the
usual form. The warrant was laid on
the Table.

Hon-Mr. BLAKE added that an ex-
press statutory provision existed for
such emergencies; the warrant of all
such returns was to be laid on the
Table, and this was the constitutional
mode of acquainting the House with the
matter.

Hon. Mr. POPE presumed that this
was according to constitutional usage;
-but ho wished to call the attention of
the House to the following circum-
stance. There seemed to be a change
of opinion on the part of hon. gentle-
men opposite, for he remembered that
not many years ago, when an appropria-
tion for a similar purpose in connec-
tion with Nova Scotia was in question,
these hon. gentlemen claimed that we
lhad no right to expend Dominion money
for Provincial purposes ; but now they
maintained opposite pretensions. He
desired to bring into relief this incon-
sistency on their part. This was en-
tirely a Provincial matter, and the
object was praiseworthy no doubt-he
had nothing whatever to say against
it ; but the same difficulty, if they
were consistent, still existed. It was
the duty of the Government of Maui-
toba to have met this emergency; and
the loan they made should have been
entrusted to the Provincial Adminis-
tration, and not with the people
directly.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHTrad from
the " Iansard," that a special war-
rant from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, touching the $60,000
expended on behalf of these settlers,

had been laid on the Table at an early
period in the Session.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE begged to call
the attention of the hon. gentleman to
the fact that the circumstances in this
relation were completely exceptional;
the people whom they had relieved
having been settlers on Dominion
Lands, whom they had brought into
that Province for the purpose of set-
ling it. Their efforts in this regard would
prove, however, completly abortive if
something such as was done had not
been attempted*This was a considera-
tion apart from the charitable motives.
Had it gone forth to Europe that these
people were suffering and starving it
would have done the country incal-
culable injury; and in consequence the
course they had adopted vas taken.

Hon. Mr. POPE contended when
these settlers were once in possession
of their lands, this Government had no
more to do with them than with the
people of other Provinces. He did not
blame hon. gentlemen opposite for
what they had done; but he contended
if granting better terms to Nova
Scotia was unconstitutional, so was
this.

Mr. MILLS said this was an extra-
ordinary position to take. In the one
case a payment was made to Nova
Scotia; in the other, a simple loan had
been extended to Manitoba.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said he had
heard but one idea of the propriety of
the Dominion Government taking this
matter into their own hands. It would be
readily seen in a small community like
that, party feeling runs high, and the
aim and object of the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, acting under instructions of the
Dominion Government, was that the
distribution should be made apart from
local politics. If the supplies had
been distributed by the Local Govern-
ment, no matter how fairly it might
be done, it would have been impossible
to prevent people from suspecting them
of partiality and he thought it fortunate
for the Provincial Government that
it was not left in their hands.
The members of the Committee
were taken from all classes
of the community, and it was admitted
that the distribution was most satisfae-
tory. While further relief was desired,
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there was but one opinion as to the man-
ner in which the aid already given had
been supplied. In the Scotch parish
all the people declined to participate in
the relief. Some of them were not
wealthy, but they were determined to
fight it through, and give the aid to
those who were more in need of it than
themselves. Hie hoped the Govern-
ment could furnish more relief, and
he thought it should be through the
Committee as at present. The hon.
member from Lisgar referred to a gen-
tleman having throngti some great
influence been pitchforked into the
office of Secretary to the Committee.
The Secretary is a gentleman respected
by the community in general, and
would no doubt perform the duties
most satisfactorily, and it was consid-
ered better to have one entirely out-
side of the Government service for this
purpose.

Mr. SCHULTZ-I broughtno charge
as to character. The question is
whether it is right that $6 per day
should be taken out of the relief fund
furnished by the people of Canada. As
to the respectability of the Secretary
of the Committee, there are few besides
the hon. member for Selkirk who
respect him.

AGRICULTURE AND EMIGRATION REPORT.

Mr. MASSON asked when the
report of the Agriculture and Eiigra-
tion Department would be laid before
the House. He did not reproach the
Government for not having submitted
it sooner. As a general rule they had
brought down their reports very early,
but hon. gentlemen would under-
stand how advantageous it would be to
have these reports early in the Session.
lHe would like to know whether the
Government could not so arrange
affairs that these documents could be
sent to members some fifteen days in
advance of the meeting of Parliament.
It was absolutely impossible to look
over the whole of the blue books during
the Session. Hie did not make these
suggestions to find fault.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE .said the
report of the Department of Agricul-
ture was usually brought up to the 1st
of January, in order to comprise the
whole ofthat season's operations rather

Mr. SMITH.

than the financial year. This made it
next to impossible to get it out as
readily as the others. However, it is
all in the printer's hands, and in a few
days would be presented to the House.
With reference to the other question,
the hon, gentleman was aware all the
reports were ready at the meeting of
the House, but it was a matter they
had sometimes discussed before
whether they could not advantage-
ously be distributed a little before ther
meeting of Parliament, which was.
early in February. There had been a
great deal of difficulty this year to get
so many volumes printed in time. The
Government would consider the sugges-
tion of the hon member for Terrebonne.

After some further discussion the
motion was carried.

THE DAWSON ROUTE.

Mr. MASSON moved an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General
for copies of all reports and communi-
cations between the Government or
any of its officers or other persons
since June, 1875, relating to the state
and condition of the Dawson route
from Thunder Bay to Fort Garry, to-
gether with a statement of the number
of passengers and quantity of freight
tran'sported on said route during the
season of 1875. He said it was not his
intention so much to obtain this infor-
mation (because it was already before
the public) as to bring the matter be-
fore the House. It was well known
the whole arrangement of the Govern-
ment relating to the Dawson route had
been a complete failure, and that
fiasco was due to mismanagement of
the contract and the culpable neglect
of the Government, who had systema-
tically refused to listen to the
disinterested advice that had been
given to them by parties inside and
outside of this House. Last Session he
had called attention to the facts he had
learned during the season of 1874, while
at Manitoba, from parties who had
travelled and suffered on the Dawson
route. On his return, having met the
Premier, he thought it his duty
(because he considered in the position
the hon. gentleman occupied he coulti
not know everything that was going on)
to inform him in a friendly way of the
condition of that route, and to mention
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that parties who had travelled it, and
who were great admirers of the hon.
gentleman, suffered most seriously
between Thunder Bay and Fort Garry.
It appeared that information was
not believed, because when the House
met last year it was rumoured that
the contract was to be renewed. He
(Mr. Masson) drew attention once
more to the miserable condition of the
whole route, and warned the Govern-
ment against the bad system of grant-
ing to the contractors a sum too small
for the transporting of emigrants, and
too large for the enterprise. The con-
sequence of such a system was, the
contractor considered it more to his ad-
vantage to pocket the bonus and send
the emigrants by another route, so as
not to have the expense of transporting
them. It was well understood that
the proper plan was to give a greater
sum to the contractor, thereby leaving
him no inducement to send them by the
United States. lowever, the hon. Pre-
mier said there was no just cause of com-
plaint, that whatever was told him was
greatly exaggerated, and he added
that during the first three weeks of the
season of 1874 there had been such a
pressure of business that it might ac-
count for the insufficiency of accom-
modation for a few days or weeks. In
the report of the Emigration Depart-
ment, he found the agent at Winnipeg,
Mr. Hespeler, corroborated almost
everything that had been said about
the mismanagement of the route. The
report stated :-" From the first of
"July up to the 'close of navigation,

(1874) the etrigrant sheds were
"overflowed, which was principally
"owing to the inferior management
"of the Dawson route contractor, caus-
"ing at the time very great loss to the
" new settlers, who were in many cases
" obliged to wait three to five weeks
x for their baggage, after enduring a
"most trying voyage which lasted
"twenty-two days."

It was well known that Government
had the right to cancel this contract by
paying a certain indemnity. The
accusations about the mismanagement
of the road were entirely correct, and
the Hon. Premier would remember
that on a previous occasion he was
told that everything was in bad order.
One consequence of the mismanage-

meet was that immigrants instead of
travelling by our road were driven to
use the American line. The hon.
gentleman was told that the system of
bonuses was wrong, and had the effect
of inducing the contractor to get rid of
passengers and send them by the Red
River Navigation Company. The Gov-
ernment had taken upon their shoul-
ders a great responsibility, and he-
would be surprised if the country
would approve their action.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - What
action ?

Hon. Mr. MASSON-Of' renewing
that contract.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The lion.
gentleman is speaking without informa-
tion. The contract was cancelled many
weeks ago.

Mr. MASSON said the Hon. Premier
had misunderstood him; he was speak-
ing of what occurred during the season
of 1874. The hon. gentleman had often
spoken of the great necessity of sending
our immigrants through Canada into
our North-West Territories, and it was
certainly impolitic to allow them to
pass through a country whose interests
were entirely at variance with ours,
and would probably attract many of
them. It was not right, after spend-
ing such enormous sums of money, to
bring emigrants from the old coun-
tries, and subject them to such influen-
ces. He did not think that the present
anphibious, or water-stretch policy,
would be conducive of better results
than the late scheme; it would be open
to the same mismanagement which
characterised the Dawson route. It
was the duty of the Government to
take immediate steps towards building
a through line from Lake Supe-
rior to Fort Garry. Immigrants would
not stand the numerous transhipments
of the present scheme, and it was
absolutely necessary to provide an
easier method of reaching the North-
West Territories without having to call
the Americans to our aid. There was
no patriotism in these things, and
an emigrant could not be expected to
subject himself to the very great in-
convenience of the water-stretch plan.
le thought the Government would
soon recognise their great mistake in
not adopting Nipegon as the terminus-

The .Dawson [MnXOR 6, 1876.]



-452 The Dawson

,of that branch of the railway, in order
to keep the whole transportation of
immigrants by the north of Lake
Superior.

The Hon. First Minister had so far
acknowledged the correctness of the
Opposition views on this question as to
,cancel the contract with Mr. Carpenter,
and by adopting their suggestions about
the Georgian Bay contract.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD en-
quired ed if the Hon. Premier would
bring down any papers connected with
the cancelling of the contract, or any
scheme for the continuation of the
service in any- way ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied in
the affirmative. He wished to say a
few words in reply to the hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne. He was not quite
aware what the hon. gentleman would
like to be at.

When the Government assumed
charge of this Dawson route, in the
first place, they found that if cost for
the previous year very nearly $300,000.
During the six years it was in opera-
tion it cost over $220,000 per annum,
and they found the number of pas-
sengers and the quantity of freight
,carried over it infinitesimally small.
They determined to economise, if pos-
sible, by asking for tenders for the per-
fermance of the service. They accepted
the lowest tender of $76,000. No
doubt there was truth in what the hon.
gentleman stated about complaints hav-
ing been made; complaints were made
all the time, from the first to last,
whether the road was under the imme-
diate supervidion of the Government
without the intervention of a contrac-
tor, or by a contractor with the
intervention of the Government super-
visor. Last year Mr. Dawson resigned
his position, and Mr. Grant, of this
city, was appointed~superintendent. A
great deal of his time was consumed in
examining into and paying old ac-
counts. They found $150,000 of over-
due accounts without any proper
vouchers for them. A very large pro-
portion ofthese it was utterly impossi-
ble to get at, except some statement
from Mr. Dawson that such an amount
was due. The inextricable confusion
to which the affairs of the road were
reduced could thus be imagined.

Mr. MASSON.

The contract had been continued
almost through necessity during the
year, with new superintendence, and
with such measures taken as would
ensure all possible attention being
given to the work. Itwas decided, after
obtaining the reports of the Superin-
tendent as to the working of the road,
and the difficulty they found to exist
in getting passengers to send over it,
that it was perfectly useless to attempt
to keep it open In its present state, as
a means of transporting passengers and
freight. In consequence, the Govern-
ment had cancelled the contract, but
they would nevertheless take such
stops as would enable them to con-
tinue the ordinary mail service to
the various points on iL, and accom-
modate their engineers and others,
maintaining a small establishment
on the route in connection with
the Pacific Railway survey, under the
immediiate control of these officers.

The greater portion of the immi-
grants who had gone to Manitoba were
Icelanders, and Mennonites, who went
chiefly with their own money, choosing
their own route. The Government ex-
tended to them the usual aid, and
it was quite evident thatall the
passengers who could travel by rail
to Red River, taking the boat down
it, would prefer that to the other way.
While he wished as soon as pos-
sible to have a road open for immi-
grants to travel over our own lands
in this quarter, iL was clear that
they could not force people to pass
over a long and disagreeable line,
making, as the hon. gentleman had
found it, a somewhat disagreeable
journey, when the same point could
otherwise be reached in one-half or
one-third the time, and as cheaply.
The hon. gentleman had, however,
spoken inadvisedly, and had selected
an inconvenient time, in his opinion,
for discussing the Pacific Railroad
question. He had entirely misunder-
stood-he would not say misrepre-
sented, for he did not think that the
hon. gentleman would do so-the plan
of the Government. lu this relation
they simply proposed, while the road
was being constructed to utiliqe a
large portion of the water communi-
cation available for the passage of
boats; as, for instance, when the road
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touched, as it would, according to the
survey now nearly completed. the
north-east angle of the Lac de Mille
Lacs, they would have contiiued navi-
gation, with some portages doubtless, to
the-north-west end of the Lake of the
Woods; and until the line wvas tinished
between the Lac de Mille Lacs and the
west side of Winnipeg River, they
eould use this navigation as long as it
was required. If they imund it im-
possible from the circumstances of the
country to continue the building of the
road between these two poin ts for some
years to come, they would have sone
64 miles of railway from Lake Supe-
rior to the north-east corner of the
Lac de Mille Lacs, similar com-
munication being opened between
Red River and Rat Portage from the
western extremity, so that they would
be enabled to bring the two ends of
the Province within comparatively
short distances of each other. He did
not expect that it would be possible for
the Govern ment-even though Parlia-
ment could furnish the money required
-to construet the intermediate portion
within less than four or five years ;
and it was very important indeed that
they should avail themselveà of almost
continued water navigation betweei
two and thrce hundred miles during
that period. The railroad in the mean-
time would be built on the line proper
westward to Fort Garry; and he might
tell bis bon. friend-who spoke unad-
visedly, because he was not informed
on the subject, and le could not indeed
be otherwise-that the route since
found by the engineers tclr west aind
south of the Nepigon route, was in-
finitely its superior, hoth as to grade,
and as to ease -of construction, while it
passed through a better country for
settlement.

An lion. Member--Iow about
distance ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The dis-
tance was still shorter, because the line
would be nuch shorter. Ascending
the small river, of which lie had for-
gotten the name, that ran near the end
cf Lake Nepigon, the route was
extremely tortuous and crooked,
without having anything like
so favourable a grade. It could be
made but w(ould iii olvce very heavy

33

work, while the present line was not
ouly shorter but it passed throughi a
seçtion containing a great deal more
of valuable timber, &c. The only
rougli portion consisted of about 37
miles west of IRat Portage, and at about
:in equal distance ou the east side of it.
The Government's intentidn was sim-
ply to use this water communication ;
and they could reach the end of Lac
Mille de Lacs by railway by the end
of next summer very easily. They
could, moreover, within two months
from date, run engines over about 25
miles of it. The line ran through a
country over which such a road could
be easily built up to that point, from
whicli they would be very foolish in-
deed if they did not use the water
navigation at their disposal until the
intervening link could be constructed.
This he also advocated ; and if they
found that their financial necessities
compelled them to suspend from doing
the rest of it-if they failed to obtain
a favourable offer from a company
under the provisions of the Act of
1874, they would then do the best they
could with the means at their com-
mand---the water communications
which the country possessed. The
whole matter had received the most
carceful consideration of the Govern-
ment, and he had ne doubt that
it would ultimately turn out to
have been the very best possible
thing that could have been preparei
unde r the circuinstances.

'Sir' .JOHN A. MACDONALID d-
sirei only to make a few remarks with
regard to the course taken by the laie
Government with respuct to the Daw-
son route. When the North-West Ter-
ritory became a portion of the Domin-
io11. and it fell upon the Governimeni
to sec to the settlement of the country,
they foulnd that there wvas ne Coin-
munication with it tlirougli Canada ai
all-the first immigrants passing
thitherward, went through the United
States ; andi representations were seun
made to the Government iliat everv
possible obstruction was being throwni
in their way. ln the tirst place, t hey
cane from Europe, they had not
tinally made up their minds in what
part of the West to make their homes.
and accordingly they were seduced
by the runners and officers of the
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rival land companies of the Western
States from their first intention
to go to Manitoba or other por-
tions of the British North-West.
Those who took furniture or goods
with them to be forwarded in bond,
met with every possible obstruction ;
they were also overcharged, and the
customs officers put them to every
trouble. Complaints, in consequence,
were ceaseless, and the Government
discovered that if they were ever to
secure immigrants fIr the British
North West, it -must be by a route of
their own, so they at once com-
menced the construction of the Daw-
son Road, holding it in their own
hands because it was a new venture.
There was no inducement which they
could well afford to give to prevail
upon practical men to undertake so
unknown, so uncertain, and so hazard-
ous an enterprise. The Administration
was aware, of course-it was so stated
to Parliament, which approved of the
expenditure-that this would involve
very considerable outlay, and they con-
sidered that the money was well spent.
The moment the road was opened, im-
migrants at once took advantage of it,
and they had the choice of two roads.
They went by this way, he would con-
fess, in very small numbers at first,
but these were increasing every season
---indeed, almost every month. The
utilit- of the line so established
throughout Canadian territory, from
thé end of Lake Superior. was at i
once obvious, from the fact that
immediately the American officers
changed their course, the railways dim-
inished their fares,and our immigrants
could travel over their routes with their
furniture and appliances, stock and
cattle, &c., without interruption. The
eustoms officers became muuch more
civil, and obstaeles were withdrawn,
because they feared the loss of trade
and traffBe. It continued, ho admitted
as his hon. friend the Premier has
stated. to be a considerable expense,
but this it was wel 1 worthi, for we had a
road overwhich immigrants might pass
without being exposed to oppression and
insult land very frequently overcharge
and obstruction ; and he thought it
would bc well, on the whole, if the
presont Government had continued this
system. The fact of giving a bonus,

Sir JoHN A. MAODONALD.

and a handsome bonus, to the contrac-
tor, which he could put in his pocket,
was a disadvantage; the inducement
was to drive emigrants to take another
line, and in this Mr..Carpenter was
completely successful. The number of
immigrants who previously passed
through our own country had steadily
increased, but from this time the num-
ber steadily diminished. Of course
common sense would tell us that this
would be the case. The contractor,
Mr. Carpenter, had placed the $75,000
bonus in his pocket, and as his hon.
friend had ascertained from him, he
had actually induced immigrants not
to go by this line. The gentleman
would not be bothered with them ; ho
wished to secure the $75,000 merely,
and thon drive the immigrants through
the United States; this was the sys-
tem of his hon. friend.

Mr. BOWELL-And he boasted of
it.

Hou. Mr. MACKENZIE-1 never
heard of that before.

Mr. IURKPATRICK-Some gentle-
man coming down on the steamer Lake
Superior this summer met the con-
tractor. and' ho made that statement.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-i ean sim-
ply say I heard that fron some one who
had heard it from some one else who
had heard it from some one else. 1
asked Mr. Carpenter if lie had ever said
such a thing, and he denied it point
blank.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-If
he did say so he was a great fool for
his pains. He should have held his
tongue and put the $75,000 in his
pocket. He had every inducement to
send emigrants by way of Duluth,
The system was sufficient to induce
him to do so. i an very glad to hear
niy hon. friend say ho found it was
proper to take this contract out of the
hands of the contractor, because it
was decidedly a waste of so much
money. My hon. friend found that
out. He was kind enough to say he
would bring down to the louse the
proposition of the Government, and the
way it intended to keep that road-
open for the next season, I suppose.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-i said we
will keep it open, but we simply pro-
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pose to keep it open for the mails and
for the purpose ofsending convEyances
over it two or three times a week in
connection with the Pacific Survey.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD thon
asked if the road was to be abandoned
altogether and the emigrants would
be obliged to go by the United States ?
They had no longer a road through
Canada, and a repetition of wha.t had
occurred before the Dawson road was
establishod would take place-a repo-
tition of the continued attempts to
seduce emigrants, going to Manitoba
to settle, to go instead to the far West,
while the agents, runners and officer
of the great western Land Companies
held out the most problematical, and,
God knew, most magnificent promises
to the emigrants. He was very sorry
that his. hon. friend was debarred by
the fear of expenditure from still keep.
ing efficiently open this fine in our
own country for intending emigrants.

He thought it would be well worth
the money, and much more than that
had been spent on it during the last
year or two. He hoped his hon. friend
would reconsider his resolution, and
not allow it to go abroad that until the
railway is finished Canadian immi-
grants to the North-West must go
through a foreign country.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government would always be able to
send immigrants over the route, as they
would keep a sufficient staff to send
by this way those who desired ; they
could do that if the number were not
materially increased over what it had
been during the past two seasons. The
hon. gentleman was wrong in saying
that the number of immigrants had
decreased; when the Government
placed the road in the hands of a con-
tractor the number increased.

Voice---For the first few months.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZLE said during
the first year they earried more than
they ever had before, and what his
hon. friend spent during the last year
he had control of this business was no
.ess than $399,628.10. This .the hon.
gentleman wished to see repeated,
although, if ho recollected aright, only
immigrants went over the road that
year,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
said he thought the system might
have been continued during the
last two years. The immigrants would
have gone on increasing, and as the
affairs of the road were improved the
expenses would have decreased; at
least that was what they expected.
n Mr. STIRTON said this was a matter

in which he felt an interest. He had
passed over the road himself to learn
the treatment which the immigrants
received. His right hon. friend was
astray with regard to the idea that to
keep the Dawson road open would have
the effeet of making the Americans more
civil to travellers. le could tell the
fHouse that the road through the
American Territory was now so perfect
that no man in his senses, after ex-
periencing the diffieulties connected
with the Dawson route, would attempt
to go over it, when he had the other.

A passenger could go from Thunder
Bay to Manitoba in five days. It was
really more the interest of the Ameri.
cans to make theiir line cheap and en-
courage traffle, than to fall back to the
old state of things. There were last
year, and he had no doubt there would
be the coming season, opposition boats
on the Red River, and that would tend
very much to increase the comfort of
travel. He knew many people who
had travelled over the Dawson route,
who complained bitterly of the inso-
lent treatment they iad received from
pups of officiaLs put ou by the right
hon. member for Kingston. They
were so disgusted they never trtuelled
that way again; one dose waus quite as
much as they were willing to take of
that medicine. le thought the
Government were quite right in mak-
ing a change. If they followed the
advice of the right lion. gentleman
opposite, they would throw away their
money.

Mr. COOK said he would not have
referred to the question, but for the
remarks of the hon. member for Fron-
tenac. In conversation with Mr. Car-
penter, that gentleman had repeatedly
stated that ho had the plant, stages,
horses, provisions and everything noces-
sary to carry passengers over the route,
and it would be agreat advantage to him
to get all the travel he could accommo-
date. Parties who had gone over the
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route since it came under the manage-
ment of the contraclor said it -as far
more successful than undei- the
late administration. He (Mr. Cook)
did not speak from hearsay, bui he had
heard Mr. Carpentersay if woubld be i
the interests of the Company if they
could get as many as possible to travel
over the route.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that iii regard
to the rela!ive nerits of the Dawson
route, when managed b- the Cve-n-
ment and when under eontrn-t by
Messrs. Carpenter & Co., he could only
say that it was quite ce-tain that ilie
Uawson route had had at least ti
inerit of cheapening tlie rate charIged
by the American lines. As soon as the
Government was in a position to offer
to transport immigrants fromi Thunde-
Bay to Fort Garry for ten dollars. then
the rates on the American lines were
reduced, and the vexatious United
States Custom House regulations re-
moved. Again, the Dawson route must
be credited with flic salvation of' the
North-West. If no such communication
had existed. no force could have entered
in 1870 to restoie order. and the
Dominion of Canada would have been
to-day only one-third of its present
area. In the matter of the Carpenter
contract, he had warned the Govern-
ment last year what would be the re-
sult, and showed how they really
offered to the contractors a premium
for not carrying emigrants, and he
was not surprised at the statement
made by the hon. member for Fronte-
nac. H1e (Mr. Schultz) had heard these
reports, and from so niany and various
sources that he thought there must, be
some truth in thei. In regard to
the reference made by the lion.
inember for South Wellington con-
eoncerning the great advantage of the
American over our present mixed land
water route he entirely agreed with
hin, but lie (Mr. Schultz) thought that
when the hon. gentleman drew atten-
tion to that difference he did not sec
i bat he was directly condemning the
policy of the Government in the matter
Ofrai.lway communication as propoiind-
ed by the lon. Premier. Where it w-as
proposed to sever the parts of the rail-
ways, there were alIready waggon1 roads,
and suppose the railroads were built,
there still would exist the diffieulties

Mr. CooK.

which made the Dawson route expen-
sive and the Carpenter contract a fail
lire. It wouId require a very large ex-
penditire of money between Sheban-
oowan and Rat Portage to reduce the
num her of b-eaks byv portages to seven;
1;d were this aill done, vet as against
thf American route with its one tran-
shipment, not a passenger nor a pound
of freight would go over the line. He
regretted very much to hear the Pre-
inier express himself to the effect that
there was a doubt about the ultimate
connec1ion of these two detached rail-
ways, and that in that case these water
stretches would be made available.
le begged to refer the Premier to bis
remarks on this subject when the mat-
ter was up last year, and he took occa-
sion to again warn the Government of
the fiallacy of a mixed land and water
route to connect Lake Superior with
Red River -a fallacy which he feared
would lead to the useless expenditure
of hundreds of thousands of dollars.
If the Government were not quite
certain that they would be able to
connect these two links of rail, then
far better stop the work at once, for
the expenditure would be only so much
money thrown away.

Hon. Mr. POPE said the original
fare on the Dawson route was $30 per
head. He had induced his colleagues
to reduce it to $10 per head. Previous
to that they could not get a reasonable
rate over the American lines, but after
that the rate was reduced. The advan-
tage of the route was therefore shown by
the effect it had in reducing the price by
the other route, and removing obstacles
to em igrants going that way. Although
tle expense was large, it was ioney
well lail out, and it would be a mistake
to give up the idea we could send
passengers over oui- own route.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said the
Dawson route, while almost wholly
useless as an emigrant road had been of
very great advantage in reducing the
cost of transporting supplies to the
North-West. The very fact of its having
beeni giv-en to a company two years ago
had the effect of making the people in
Minnesota reduce their rates still more.
They are shrewd men, and having
very little confidence in their own
government they thought the Dawson
route would be more efficiently
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managed by the contractor than by
the Government. He thought the
Administration sbould still be prepared
to carry emigrants and freight by the
Dawson route if any attempt were
made by the Aneric*ans to enforce
higher rates. It should not be given
up altogether. He understood Ihe
Americans would still further reduce
their rates this year. It was hardly
fair to sav it was nonev thrown awav
to spend on the railroads conneeting
with the water ways. provided they
were adopted for an all-rail road-and
were not taken out of the wav.

Mr. SCHU1LTZ-What wold the
bon. gentlemen use it for, because it
bas been shown to be of verv little
practical use heretofore ?

Mr. SMITH said the hon. gentle-
man would surely allow it was a very
different thing to have a railroad aid
to have of a waggon road. Manyv thing
could be bronght into the country by
means of a rail and vater route
wbich could not be earried by an
ordinary waggon or cart, and
they could be usefllly employed while
progress was being made with the
railroad. -He would be very sorry to
see it stop short with this rail and
water route. On the contra!v. he
hoped and trusted there would le a
through railroad carried1 out with all
possible speed.

Mr. TROW dissented from the ex-
pression of several members with re-
gard to the Dawson route. lie bad the
pleasure (lot the torture) of passing
over th at route in 1874, and he thought
the correct Iolicy for the Governmuent
would Ae to continue it. The ilant
is;- joit pr:>pert1y. Il was there, and, of
coiirse, valuable. and could be used tor
t he water stretchers. Bv the construe-
tion of a railway froin Thunder Bav to
Shebandowan. a distance ofsom e 45 or
50 miles, the stage would be done awav
with for that distance. Then there were
very few portages in the water wav
from Shebandowan to the North-West
Angle, and when the balance of the
railroad was completed friom there ta
Red River, emigrants could be taken
from Fort William to Winnipee in) the
course of three or four dayts. It was a
very pleasant route. He had travelled
it. and so far from diseourtesy having

been shown the emigrants, the con-
tractor had stages ready for them when
tiev landed from the steamer, and they.
were generally speaking treated kindly.
It was true there was sone discontent,
but it was caused by a colony from
Marquette to the nlumber of three or
four hundred, under Mr. Rolston.
Somue of them were not very moral,
and they caused trouble and distur-
bance on the route. The construction
of the two stretches of railway would
make it a very agreeable roai for a
pleasure trip in summer. and almost as
convenient as the Red River route
would be for years to come. Of course
our Government would muake the road
to Pembina, but there was a connecting
link that might not be made for some
years. The -Red River was not the
most navigable on the continent. It
was broken with rapids, and boats had
oftern been delayed two or three days
on the way. He had known passengers
wl went by the Dawson route to be
t wo days ahead of those who went by
the American route.

lon. Mr. TUPPER said any one
who had heard the lion. member
for South Wellington must come
to the conelusion it was impossible for
us to hope to compete with the Ameri-
enn lines. The main advantage of the

I>aw-son Route was to save us from
heing at the mercv of the Americans.
Ie wished to know whether there was
not precisely the same objection to
expending monev on railways and water
stretehes between Thunder Bay and
Red River that existed (in a greater
lerree he admitted) against the Daw-
soi route ? Hle would show the House
what the route was the Premier pro-

s-ed t> construt. and was now con-
structing, and ask whether every dol-
lar that was Io be expended on that
line would not be completely thrown
away. Last Session the Premier said:
"One of the most important things to

be looked to in opening up our North
"West country is to obtain speedy

means of ingress fron Lake Supe-
"rior. It is felt that it is extremelv

difficult for us to pour a large popu-
"lationi into that country when the

expense of transport from Fort Wil-
"liam westward is so great; and it is

deemed advisable that w-e should not
"be driven for any length of time to
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"pour a tide of emigration throu-h
"any portion of the United States in
" order to reach our own territory."
We know too well the kind of civility
extended to our immigrants passing
over American lines not to provide
means of ingress at the earliest possible
moment into the Red River if we wish
to take them safely to Manitoba, in-
stead of leaving them settled in Min-
nesota.

This was the deseription of the line
of communication that the First Minis-
ter is now engaged to make: -The

entire distance from Red River to
"Lake Superior is in round numbers
"430 miles by the Dawson route. Of
"this we have surveyed and loeated
"a line, and asked for tenders for 155
"or 160 miles. This leaves a distance
"between the two points of 270 miles.

Of that distance we will be able, by
"constructing two cheap wooden
"locks at Fort Francis, to obtain from

Rat Portage uninterrupted steam
"navigation for a distance of nearly
"200 miles to Sturgeon Fails, at the

east end of Rainy Lake. From this
point eastwards towards Lake She-

"bandowan, although there is a con-
"tinuous water navigation with a
"number of small portages, still the
"country is, on the whole, tolerably
" fav-ourable."

There are 200 miles of water
stretches and half a dozen portages,
whieh amount to a dozen tranship-
ments. What would hon. gentlemen
say of this road after all the enormous
expenditures that have been made,
involving the construction of locks,
portages and railways from Sheban-
dowan to Rat Portàge and Red River?
fe would give the Premier's owtn
descrintion of the work when finished:

" We hope within two years, or two
and half at the outside, that we will
have a railway tinished at the cas-
tern and western ends, and with these

" and the locks at Fort Francis we
"expect that the distance altogether

may be traversed in four or five
days at the outside, that now takes

" on the everage from nine to twelve
" days."

He asked the hon. gentleman whether
he could for a single instant question
the statement of the hon. member for
Lisgar, who said that when all expen-

Hon. Mr. TuPPBU.

diture had been incurred and the line
provided, every dollar would be thrown
away, because the immigrants will go
from Duluth to Winnipeg by rail in-
stead of spending four or five days to
get from Thunder Bay to Red River.
The remarks which had fallen from
the First Minister had disappointed
him, because he was in hopes that the
years of delay which had taken place
would have led him to propound a dif-
ferent policy in relation to this mea-
sure.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I have
propounded no policy.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER supposed the
Premier had propounded a policy to
the House. le had taken the hon.
gentleman's own words, and had hoped
that he would have adopted the course
pressed upon him some two years ago,
and again last Session. He was ex-
tremely anxi rs that the line should
c>mmence at Nepigon, and take the
course which would save sixty or
eighty miles to travellers from this
section of the country to Red River.
But the hon. gentleman had
adopted a dilerent course, and had
selected Thunder Bay. He had hoped
that further consideration, examin-
ation and reflection on this ques-
tion wonld have brought the hon.
gentleman to the conclusion-in which
lie would have have been sustained by
every gentleman in the House-that
instead of building 150 miles of railway
through a difficult country, and connect-
ing with water stretches that would
render every dollar ofthe noney utterly
useless, he vould annone a his inten-
tionto push as rapidly as possible the
connection from Shebandowan to Rat
Portage by rail. If that were done, the
expenditure, it is true, would be larger,
but we would have a line to compete
with that from Duluth. The policy of
continuing these water stretches he
regarded as fatal. The expenditure on
the work would be thrown away, and
the Americans would still monopolise
the transportation of immigrants il
this section. He hoped the Hon. First
Minister would ask the assent of Par-
liament to push that line of rail from
Thunder Bay to the waters of the Red
River.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I cannot
imagine that the hon. gentleman was

Roui&.[COMM'ONs.]
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in when I spoke, or he would not have
made bis speech. I stated distinctly
that we had had a line surveyed on a
much more favorable route than ever
before obtained from Lake Superior to
Rat Portage.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I entirely mis-
understood the hon. gentleman. I un-
derstood him to refer to the contracts
between the line from Nepigont and
that trom. Thunder Bay.

lon. Mr. MACIENZIE said trom
the summit level thev had obtained a
much more favourable route than the
Nepigon one, and reached that point
by at least as short a distance as ifthey
had gone by the northern and most
expensive route. The hon, gentleman
seemed to object to their using the
water in the meantime. What could
any person do but use the best ineans of
communication between the two points
points until the railway could be con-
structed ? It might or might not suit
the financial affairs of the country
to have this road built---that was
for the future to determine; but it
was the policy of the Government
to have the road constructed as soon
as possible, and they would strain
every nerve to that end. Their policy
in the meantime was to build to Ihe
water and use it as means of coinmu ni-
cation botween the two poin ts during
the interval. As ho had stated, it
would take, under the most favourable
circumstances, four or five years to
connect; but were they to stand idle and
refuse to put a canoe or a steamboat
on those lakes until that work was
completed. Until the road was fit
for running they proposed to do
the best they eould with the water
communication, and no one could reas-
onably object to such an arrangement.
The hon. gentleman, however, had set
himself most determinedly to go to
Lake Nepigon and nowhere else.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Oh, no; that
was owing to the misunderstanding.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - Then
there is no difference between us, ex-
cept the disposition to criticise.

• Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he was ex-
tremely glad to hear the statement of
the Hon. First Minister, with the
exception of one qualification-that

was, that he intended to push the road
as rapidly as possible, providing thc
financial condition of the country
would permit. Ile (Mr. Tupper)
would decide that at the outset. If
the linances would not allow the rapid
prosecution of the work, he would say
don't waste any money m large ex-
penditures, which in his opinion
would be useless, until the road was
puished through. No one could object
to using water communication for the
purpose of' constructing the railway,
but if' thev were not in a position to
carry the project ' hrough, the expendi-
ture was tiirown away.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the
hon. gentleman could not se this ? Sup-
pose they were not able,after the coming
year, to proceed with the interven-
vening portions; to have 120 miles
at the west end and 0 at the
east would necessarily facilitate
the completion of the other part
when they were able. Hle could
not say they would not be able to make
arrangements, but he hoped they would.
He took credit to himself and
colleagues for ehea ening the rate of
transportation. Last season they
carriei immigrants from Quebec to
Manitoba $10 to $12 cheaper than ever
before. He did not blame anyoie in
this connection. -No douht the hon.
gentlemen op osite made the best
arrangement t ey could, only the pre-
sent Grovernment had made better, and
more economical arrangements.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Did they go
over the Duluth road ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-They did.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The fares wore

cheapened in that way then ?
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE -Not ai

all. We simply made better arrange-
ments.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said he wat,
glad to hear these explanations, as few
questions interested the people more
than this. If ho understood the Hon.
Premier the proposition was to have
two roads-one by the water stretches
and a better road somewhere to the
north of Lake Nepigon.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said ibe
bon. gentleman had misunderstood
him. It would perhaps be better
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not to discuss the Pacifie Railwav
further, and ho would give more intr-
ination when the proper tin»e arrived.
The hon. gentleman again oxplained
the proposed route.

Mr. MITCH ELL said if' he Lad
understood his lion. friend, after getting
the water stretches they night still
have to Imild a line of railwav from
Lake Superior to Lac de Mille Lacs or
Manitoba. Did iot his hon. friend
p ropose, when the Pacifie Railway was

uilit ultimately, that, these water
stretche, should fbrm part of that lino
of communication ?

[Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE-No ! No !
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL -Weil, thon,

I accept the statement mtade by the
hou. gentleman, and I will defer any
remarks I might have to make until
the broader question comes up; but I
must confess that I rather misunder-
stood his explanations.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD---IRe-
garding this subject of the Pacifie Rail-
way, I would remind my hon. friend
that papers promised in the speech
from the Throne have not yet been
brought down.

Mr. MASSON said it had been stated
by different hon. gentlemen that it was
the intention of the late Government-
as was the proper coulrse--to keep
open the Dawson road, which
would have the effect of lessen-
ing the rates upon United States
railways ; and ho would draw the at-
tention of the Administration to the
fact that the Hon. Premier last vear
stated that his policy would be to con-
nect Fort William and Fort Garry,
le tben announced that the road
could not be built within two and one
hall'. or three years; and were they to
understand, that while this Dawson
route was closed, save for mails, im-
migrants were to be forced to go
through the United States ? If this was
the case, the American companies
would raise their rates and defeat the
object kept in view by the previous
Government in this connection.

The motion being carried.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE, in reply
to the right hon. member for Kings-
ton, stated that he would shortly

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

lay on the Table the papers promised
in the speech from the Throne, includ-
ing the Orders in Council referring to
the Esquimault Railway difficulty, the
despatch of the British Columbia Gov-
ernment, and the subsequent petition
to the Queen adopted by the Legisla-
ture of that Province. After the Speech
fioin t ho Tlrone wb eiivered here,
however, these papers, ho remarked,
had ail been publislhed in British
Cohmbia, although they should first
have been laid on the Table of this
House. In the meantime, the 19th
sec. of the Act of 1874 required the
Minister of Public Works to place upon
the Table of the House statments of
the progress made on the works of the
Pacifie Railway, with the expenditures
up to date l'or the year, and copies of
all the contracts concerned. -He now
laid on the Table a copy of all con-
tracts entered into on the Pacifie -Rail-
way, with a simple meiorandun from
the Chiot' Engineer; also a general
report such as could be published, con-
veying some detailed statements of
the varions surveys and explorations,
which had taken place in different
parts of the country. The engineers
returns for the year would necessarily
fill a volume of considerable size, but
this was not what was desired. Some of
the engineers had just arrived from
very reinote distances, but he hoped
to have all the possible information
submitted before the rising of the
House. At present the report would be
somewhat incomplete, giving however
a bird's eye view of their transactions
during the year. le hoped hon.
gentlemen opposite would be satisfied
with these explanations.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-These
explanations, which the hon. gentleman
proposes to give, will I suppose, be
accompanied by a somewhat general
report from the engineer, furnishing
this bird's eye view, of which my hon.
friend speaks?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--Of course.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The

verbal statement of my hon. friend,
although lie speaks with great preci-
slon, cannot be equal in value to a
report committed on paper.

On motion of the lon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, the House adjourned at Ten
minutes after Eleven p. m.

Raikpy4(COMM),ONS.)
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HOUSE OF COMMONS..

TUEsDAY, March 7, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)-To
incorporate the British Canadian In-
vestinent Company.

Mr. BOURASSA----To amend the
Bankruptcy Act of 1875.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria)---To in-
corporate the National Loan and Life
Insurance Company of Canada.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Elgin )---To
amend the Act incorporating the Com-
mercial Travellers' Association ot' Ca-
nada.

Mr. WHITE (Rerfrew)--To amend
the Act passed at the last Session re-
lating to the UJpper Ottawa Imiprove-
ment Company.

THE NORTH WEST TERRITORIES.

On motion of the lon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, the House went into Com-
mittee, Mr. Mills in the chair, on the
Act respecting the North-West Terri-
tories.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated that
in order to meet the views of Lis hon.
friend opposite, ho proposed to intro-
duce a preamable as follows :---Whereas
it.is expedient, pending the settlement
of the North-West Territories, to create
a separate territory of the eastern p'or-
tion of the North-West Territories,
therefore Her Majesty, &c.

With-regard to the proposition made
by his bon. friend from British Colum-
bia, that the territory north of
British Columbia and the 60th parallel
should be provided for in this Bill,
he would reply that having examined
the map carefully he found that this
would not be as remote from the seat of
Government of British Columbia, as
from the seat of Government of the
North -West Territories. They proposed
in order to prevent any possible tem-
parary inconvenience, to give British
Oolumbia magistrates current jurisdic-
tion in that part of the territory lying
north of the Columbia and west of the
Mackenzie River, and the 120th
parallel. This country would be placed

34

under the authority of existing laws.
He proposed to fill the blank in the lst
section by inserting after the word

district," the title Keewatin, which
would be the name of the new territory,
signifiying the North Land ; also to
fill up blanks in the 4th section, by
inserting the words " not exceeding
ten, and not less than five."

Mi. lIRIPATRICK took objection
to the 6th clause on the ground that
too much power would be given to the
Lieutenant Governor in Council----the
power of amending or repealiing any of
the laws passed by the Parliament of
Canada. In the 11th section it was
declared that certain laws shouid be
applicable to tlie District----criminal
laws for insi ance, so peculiarly under
Federaljurisdiction. The power in ques-
tion was greater than that conferred
upon Local Logislatures. ie suugested
in consequence that the last part ofthe
Gth clause should be struck ont, ns a
year's delay respecting snch legislation
could( do no harm.

HIon. Mr. BLAKE said there was no
no doubt a good deal to be said in
favour of what the lion. gentleman re-
marked, but there hiad been some ex-
perience of this kind of legislation bc-
fore, and there was no reason to sup-
pose fron it that there was anything
improper in this clause. No ordinance
of the North-West Council would have
fbrce unless marked "urgent," and
even then it would be subject to dis-
allowance. The proposition was simply
to keep the status quo in this terri-
tory until it was either annexed to
iManitoba or otherwise dealt with so
as to be in possession of provincial
rights and privileges.

The clause, and the two following,
were adopted.

On clause nine,
Mr. MOUSSEAU- said this clause

seemed to empower the Government
of the New Province to repeal clause
11 of the Act of last Session securing
separate schook to the North-
West Territories. le wished to know
if this was the case.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the 11th
clause of the North-West Territories
Act was not yet in force, and would
fnot apply to any of these territories
until the Act was proclaimed. It was
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a clause which could only cone into
force practically in connection with a
system of taxation, no provision for
which was made in this portion of the
territories so long as it remained under
this form of Government. The future
of the<e territories would be either
one of two things -- they would be
annexed to Manitoba, or they would
be detached fron Keewatin and re-
annexed to the North-West. In either
case the rights of the minority
would be protected. There was no in-
tention on the part of the Government
to depart from the general principie of
the 11th clause. If the territories were
attached to Manitoba they would be
subject to the laws of that Province ; if
to the North-West, they would cone
under the 1lth clause of the Act of
last Session.

Sir JO HN A. MACDONA)LD - If I
understand it, by simply proclaiming
the Act of 1875 this 11th ciause wilI
come into force.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---Certainly.
The clause and the following one

were adopted.
On clause 11,
Mr. BUNSTER moved to strike out

the provision prohibiting the sale of
intoxicating liquors in the territory.

The motion was lost and the clause
was adopted.

The remaining clauses of the Bill
were adopted without discussion.

On the motion to adopt the preamable.

Mr. SCHULTZ said a more eul hon-
ious name than Keewatin might have
been selected, and he would take occa-
sion to suggest one before the third
reading of the Bill.

The preamble was adopted and the
Comittee rose and reported the Bill
as amended.

The amendments having been con-
curred in the Bill was read the third
time and passed.

LAW RELATING TO VIOLENCE, THREATS
AND MOLESTATIONS.

lon. Mr. BLAKE moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled an " Act to
amend the Criminal Law relating to
violence, threats and molestations."
He desired to direct the attention of
the H1ouse to a slight alteration in the
proposed clause from that which was

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

recently passed in England. The Eng-
lish clause in this particular referred to
" any person using violence towards or
intimidating his wife, child or other
person,or injuring his property." There
was an objection to the word " intimi-
dates," as to whether it constituted a
sufficieit definition of crime. He there-
fore asked leave to insert a sub-section
in which the words were changed to
imperilling or injuring a person's pro-
perty; but, of course, all the sub-sections
were subject to the governing clause,
which provides that the action must be
wrongtul and for the purpose of prevent-
ing a person f1om doing what lie liad
no legal right to do, or compelling him
to do what he had a legal right
to do. There was a provision giving
the right to the accused to object be-
fore the tribunal authorized to try him
sumnarily, and thereupon the offence
was made indictable.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
said it was suggested that sonething
further ought to be in the Bill, which
was not in the English Law--- that was
with reference to threats of accusing
of crime. There were two or three
classes of crime whicl wouldnaturally
suggest themselves to his hon. friend,
where the accusation would be as great
and serious an intimidation as any
threat of personal violence or injury
to property. Ie suggested the Bill
should be changed to bring such offen-
ces within its scope.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD eall-
ed attention to a threat of this
kind :-" You must continue to work in
this place, or I will do you mischief."
The injury was not described, but it
was intimidation; it probably did not
mean violence to persons or property.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--It must be one
or the other.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
a threat might be made to injure
the reputation, which. was not pro-
perty. There might be charges whicn
did not amount to personal violence or
injury to property, but still would af-
fet a man's character. He suggested
that his hon. friend take this into con-
sideration.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said of course he
would give the suggestions of«his friends
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due consideration, but he thought
that as practical legislators it was
better for them to provide punishment
for the offences naned by law than at-
tempt to conjure up different kinds of
possible threats which were unknown
in this country. Probably nany of
the cases to which reference
had been made by his hon. friends
would be met by the existing law. By
legislating for that class of crimes the
objection might be raised by a large
number in the communty to its being
class legislation, and they ought to be
careful in dealing with such matters.
He would remind his hon. friends,
while not inter'posing objections to
their views, that agreeing thereto
would be making a new iaw, the
utility of which had not been demon-
strated by experience or required by
public necessity.

Hion. Mr. CAMERON remarked that
a case of the kind to which he had
referred had corne before one of the
Courts of'Assize last ionth. He trusted
the Hon. Minister of Justice would look
into the matter before the final disposi-
tion of the'Bill.

SUITS AGAINST THE CROWN.

Hion. Mr. BLAKE moved the second
reading of the Bill to make further
provision for the .institution of suits
against the Crown by Petition of
Right.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked how far
this measure would affect the interest
of parties who had fyled Petitions of
Right under the Act of last Session on
this subject. Certain parties in Nova
Scotia who had fyled petitions under
that law had been treated by the Gov-
ernment in a manner which caused
them great disappointmeRt, and of
which they had just reason to complain.
He understood that when a law existed
under which people are permitted
to proceed against the Crown by
Petition of Right, the consent of
the Crown was . assumed to be
given in ail cases except some,
possibly, of a very exceptional charac-
ter, and that the clause in the Act
providing for the Governor in Council
granting or refusing permission to pro-
ceed, was only intended to protect the
right of the Crown---not for the pur-

pose of enabling the Government capri-
ciously or at will to say that one party
should be allowed to make a Petition
of Right and the other not, but for the
purpose of preserving the Royal prerog-
ative. He thought he was safe in
saying that this was the principle on
which Petitions of Right were dealt
with in England, on whose law with
respect to this subject this Bill was
modelled. He thought also that there
was scarcely any class of cases in which
persons complying with the law were
prevented from fyling Petitions of
Right and from bringing their claims to
judicial decision. The parties in Nova
Scotia to whom he alluded complained,
bowever, that they had sent in a Peti-
tion of Right in Jane last with regard
to certain claims which they professed
to have--a petition which they were
entitled to send in under the Act of last
Session----and the Government had
treated it with contempi, or that the
Government had not been able to
arrive at such a decision with respect to
it as those parties considered they had a
right to claim. The petition in question
was fyled in Jume last by parties who
had been contractors on the Intercolo-
nial Railway. On the 15th of'Septem-
ber the Minister of Militia telegraphed:

" OTTAWA, 15th September, 1875.
"John Starr. Papers waiting opinion

Minister of Justice. Decision will be
communicated to you shortly."

He (Mr. Tupper) thought that if a
Petition of Right was to have any effect
at all an answer should be given to
it before such a length of time had
elapsed as between June and Septem-
ber. He thought that the Government
were bound immediately upon the
fyling of a petition of right to give the
parties presenting it an opportunity of
proceeding to have their claims dealt
with; but in this case the petition of
right was sent in in time; the parties
were informed by one of the memubers
of the Government -on the 15th Sep-
tomber, that the papers were
in the hands of the Minister of Justice,
and that the decisioni ipon thIei
would Le communicated shortly. The
First Minister was in Hlalifax; and a
month' after the telegran trom the
Minister of Militia, that on the 18th
November, 1875, Mr. Starr addressed a
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respectful letter to the Minister of Jus-
tice, as follows:-

"When Mr. Mackenzie was here he
"said our Petition of' Right, present-
"ed last June, was refered to you, and
"would have immediate attention. De-
"lay is extrenely disastrous and only
<'increases our claim for damages.
"Please advise if Governor General's
"fat has been granted ; if not, how
"soon it will be. " JOHN STARR."

The Hon. Minister of Justice was
kind enough to reply, and ho (Mr.
Tupper) trusted that his letter would
not be taken as a inodel in style in
future for communication between even
so august a functionary as the iMiinister
of Justice, and the most humble of lier
Majesty's subjects.

He said: " In reply to a telegram
dated the 18th inst., I beg to state
that I am not in a position to give the
information you require." lie was
told by the Minister of iMilitia a month
before that the papers were in the
hands of the Minister of Justice, and
that a decision would be shortly given.
He had also been told by the First
Minister--

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---I beg to
contradiet that at once; on the con-
trary, I told him that I was not in a
position to say whether there were any
grounds for presenting a petition or
not.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER presumed that
none of the applicants were silly
enough to suppose that the First Min-
ister was the person to decide this mat-
ter. Hie did not think that the gentle-
man in question said anything of the
kind. The conversation had taken
place in pi esence of a large number of
gentlemen, including representatives
of the press, and was published.
The First Minister had said that the
papers were in the hands of the Minis-
ter of Justice, and would obtain imme-
diate attention; and if the hon. gentle-
man did not make such a statement it
was his bounden duty to have done so,
with respect to the request of the
humblest of Her Majesty's subjects.
Mr. Starr wrote again at some length
urging the Minister of Justice to give
his decision, and pointing out the great
difficulty in which he was placed by
the delay. I edid not say that the claim

ILIon. Mr. TuppER.

was just, but he believed that at all
events it should have been submitted
for judicial decision. The Minister of
Justice received a very large income
for the discharge of such duties; but
what did the hon. gentleman say in
reply ? and this was certainly a model
for corrospondents--" I have your favour
"of the 25th inst. It not being in my
"province to communicate the decisions
"of the GovernmentI hav-2 transmitted
"your letter to the Secretary of State,
"the proper officer, who will now give
"it immediate attention." This was
the answer to a promise made as long
ago as the 15th September. The peti-
tioner, in suppliant toues, merely
asked what le should or should
not do-nothing more ; and the
Minister replied that it was not
his business to communicate de-
cisions of the Government. The peti-
tioner then addressed the Secretary of
State, the papers baving already been
in the possession of the Minister of
Justice and Administration for five
or six months. -He obtained no infor-
mation from this source, however, and
ho again addressed him. On the 7th
of December Mr. Starr received the
first intimation from the Government
respecting the Petition of Right fyled
in June, and what was it ? " An official
" letter was sent to your counsel on the
"ist inst. A copy of that letter will be
" sent to-day." Under the law passed by
this Parliament, previously, to give
relief in such cases, these claims should
have been referred for judicial decision.
After all these delays, the following
amusing letter was despatched :-

" OTTAWA, Dec. lst, 1875.
Adverting to the petition of Messrs. Starr

& Wolfe, transmitted with your letter, on the
5th of June last, I am directed to acquaint
you for tie information of the petitioners,
that the action of the Government, upon the
matter to which their petition relates, is for
the present deferred."

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-That is my
advice.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The hon. gen-
tleman said that this was his advice.
Did Le think that subjects of Her
Majesty in this Dominion had no right
to an answer regarding a question of
this kind after six months' delay ? And
did he not think that by the law passed -
by this Parliament, a person presen ting
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such a claim had a right to the infor-
mation whether he would be permitted
to proceed ofý not? The reply might
well be epitomised as hope deferred.
le wished to learn whether such

action was taken with the purpose of
bringing 'n a Bill to change the law.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Preciselv.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER continued, that
if this was the case, the Government
occupied an entirely indefensible
position. In Great Britain, he be-
lieved, under such circumstances,
+rial byJury was granted,with referenco
to questicns of fact as well as law.
In Halifax, he knew, respecting
matters in which the Imperial Govern-
ment was concerned, prompt attention
was given to them, and parties had
the opportunity of establishing the
facts as far as they were able.
He coud hardly conceive of a
greater injustice, or of anything re-
flecting more seriously on this Parlia-
ment, than deliberatelv to change the
law. In this relation he thought that
the Government were very strongly
censurable for having treated an appli-
cant with such discourtesy, and lie
trwsted that in the measure submitted
care would be ta' en providing that no
parties would be deprived of any of
the rights they at present possessed.

_Mr. IRVING remarked that he had
understood the lion. member for Cum-
berland to say that persons hâd the
right to have their cases tried under
Petitions of Right at present; and that
under the Bill of the Minister of Jus-
tice, these rights were changed. The
Bill he himself had introduced at the
last Session, did not propose in any
case of this kind that the question
should be determined by a jury, but
by a Judge only; therefore the hon.
member for Cumberland could not have
read carefullv the bill of last Session.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I am entirelv
misunderstood. I stated that under
the Imper ial Act persons had a riglit
to trial by jury.

Mr. IRVING continued, that the
hon. member for Cumberland had said
the Bill deprived litigants of some
rights assured them in the spirit of the
bill of last Session. This was the
point he intended to answer.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I enquired if it
did.

Mr. IRVING added that the Minister
of Justice said this Bill did not deprive
litigants of any rights. He wished to
draw the attention of the hon. mem-
ber of Cumberland to the point, that it
ill became him to assume the position
lie had taken; because he (Mr.
Tupper) and a large number of his
followers had voted to deprive the
public of the right of trial by jury in
connection with the bill concerning the
Supreme Court and Court of Exchequer.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE stated that the
hon. member for Cumberland had
mixed up the case of a suitor under
the existing law with the general discus-
sion. It was quite true, as he had ex-
plainel on making the motion for the
first reading, that the bill proposed to
substitute for various local tribunals
the Supreme Court asthe only tribunal
for hearing these cases. Many reasons
which lie considered sufficiently ob-
vious existed justifying this course. It
was thought that the moment a Su-
preime and Exchequer Court was by
Parliament established, that claims
against the Crown in Chancery, in a
word, against the Federal Goveriment,
should be tryable only in that Court.
Several of the considerations in ques-
tion would suggest themselves to every
one; the place of trial frequently
might be partly in one and partly in
another place, and in fact would very
often, as lie had mentioned at the first
reading, be in this city, for nany of
these cases involved the consideration
of public documents, plans, contracts
and the evidence of public officers con-
nected with c the Departments. He
was charged with disregard for the in-
terests of the subject; but he had mado
express provision that the trial might
be had partly in one place and partly
in another, as far as was necessary in
order to promote expedition, economy,
efficiency and convenience, both with
regard to the Crown and subject.

Now, he was glad to know that the
hon. gentleman's chief and leader,
taking a more dispassionate view of
this case, taking a more statesman-like
view of the functions of a member of
Parliament, did not hesitate when the
Bill was read the first timeto commend
that provision and give his hearty
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assent to the trial of these cases in the
Supreme Court alone. Another pro-
vision of this Bill, indicating to the
hon. gentleman's distorted view a dis-
regard of the rights of the people, was
one by which the area of cases to
which the Petition of Right was ex-
tended was considerably enlarged.
The hon. gentleman was not expected
to be conversant with the subject, and
therefore, if Le had been forced to
speak, inaccuracies of statement would
have been excusable; but otherwise
they were not. 'The Act of last Session
was intended by Parliament to exclude
entirely a very large class of cases
from Petition of Riglit. He was not
prepared to say it had effectually ex-
cluded the whole of that class, but it
had a large number of them which
were included in this Bill. From his
experience, the Bill of last Session
would exclude nine out of every ton
cases of contracts entered into with
the Department of Public Works.
Under this measure there would be no
longer statutory power, as there was
in the Act of last Session, preventing
the subject from trying out a case
with the Crown. If it should be one
in which, between subject and subject,
there would be ground for action, the
court would decide whether such ground
existed or not. He believed this to be
an important extension, applicable to
several Petitions of Right which were
before him(Mr. Blake) às law officer of
the Crown. le had feltit agreat diffi-
culty, more responsibility and a larger
duty than Le thought should be im-
posed on the law offleer of the Crown.
When he came to deal with these
petitions which were presented under
local laws, after a full consideration he
had decided they should be tryable only
in one Court; and he had suggested to
his colleagues that action upon these
petitions should bedeferred until Parlia-
ment had an opportunity of deciding
upon amending the law. That advice
had been accepted, and Parliament
should decide whether the proper
course had been pursued. This was
what the hon. member for Cumberland
thought the Government were highly
censurable for doing. If the hon. gen-
tleman thought Le could procure from
the House and country a verdict of

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

condemnation, Le knew the proper
cour e to pursue.

The hon. gentleman had asserted
the assent of the Crown was technical.
On the contrary, it was an important
element, the law officer of the Crown
being responsible in each case to Par-
liament. He believed the general and
wholesoine rule was to grant a fiat.
It was only where a case was
plainly frivolous and vexatious, and
where an i nproper use was attempted
to be made of this riglht to present
petitions, that the law officer
of the Crown ought to take the res-
ponsibility of refusing the flat. Still,
he felt from his own experience, and
what he had learned on the subjeci
there might be cases in which it should
be refused. In that particular the Act
was placed precisely on the same
ground as it stood in England.

The hon. gentleman had referred to
a particular case in which delay and
discourtesy Lad been shown. In-
mediately after the petitions were
placed in his hands, the questions raised
came before him for decision. They
were so serious and it was so difflcult
to decide whether action should be
taken or not, that careful considera-
tion and advice were required. He
felt that it was no very light respn-
sibility that Le was taking whern he
ultimately advised that this action
should be taken. The docision was in
its nature one which would not be
satisfactory to the petitioners. They
wanted a decision, and le did not want
to decide any petition adversely. He
preferred taking the judgment of Par-
liament in the sense in which this Bill
was to be proposed, and it would be
unfair to give an advantage to one
more than to others. No one had a
right to approach the Crown for legal
proeedings; the Petition of Right was
only granted last Session.

With reference to the question of
discourtesy, Mir. Starr took the very
unusual course of telegraphing from
Halifax to the Minister of Militia at
the expense of the Department. lie
deluged the office with telegrams, one
of which cost $4. That reached a
climax, and Mr. Starr was informed le
must pay for his own despatches.
Having received a telegram from that
gentleman, le (Mr. Blake) replied by
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letter, stating that he w-as unable to
give an opinion1, aind this was the dis-
eourtesy complained of.

The hon. ge i i timanil t!ml)plai i that
he hadl written another discourteous
letter. After communicating with the
Minister of Militia, Mr. Starr wrote to
him (Mr. Blake). The proceedings were
conducted in his office until such time
as he had advised the Government and
they had come to a conclusion. The
question of dealing with various peti-
tioners was then considered, and it
was perceived to be impossible for
them to indicate the course they in-
tended to pursue. It was, therefore,
decided to refer each petitioner, as ho
applied, to the official organ, who
would simply and plairdly intimate that
the action was deferred. They took
this responsibility of deferring action
with the view of submitting to Parlia-
ment the proposed amendment of the
law, and they conceived it would be
improper to disclose to suitors their
propositions in advance of disclosing
them to Parliament. Having made
this arrangement, ho wrote to Mr.
Starr to the effect that not being the
official medium of communication of
the Government, it was not within his
province to reply, and intimated that
the Secretary of State was the proper
person. At the sane time he sent Mr.
Starr's letter to the Secretary of State
with the request that ho would give
it his immediate attention. What w-as
there discourteous and improper in this?
le had before him a telegram from
Mr. Starr stating that .he had done
what was satisfactory to him. The
charge that the Seciretary of State was
the cause of the delay was also un-
founded. Any delay that might have
occurred wais owing to the neglect of
Mr. Starr's legal advisers in forward-
ing hima the letter of tie Secretary of
State. He denied that either that offi-
cial or himself had been guilty of dis-
courtesy to the petitioner.

No man's rights were taken away by
this Bill; on the contrary, they were
enlarged. In England there was a
wholesome sound principle of legisia-
tion which objected to retroactive
measures. It was a cardinal rule,
however, that that practice should not
apply to procedure. But the machinery
by which the law was enforced was

frequently changei whenever the pub-
lie intrest roquiredI. Iii I his instaneo
the tbrra w-as changed, but the pe-
titionle: stili had is rights. 1i, pu-
tiion wolld he tried iii a tribunal
which lie hoped was not an unfit onle,
and with whici Mri. Starr hadI expres-
sed his satisfaction.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
said wlhen the Bill w-as intro-
duced ho expressed his satisfaction
with the clause placing the jurisdiction
in the Supreme Court ; this arrange-
ment was advantageous to the smtor
against the Crown. le objected to
that portion of' the hon. gentleman's
reply to the member for Cumberland,
in which he said if the Government
had acted wrongly in this matter, there
was the remedy of appealing to Parlia-
ment. That w-as not a satisfetory reply
to any charge ofneglect of duty, which
ought to be answered, and the hon.
gentleman migh t have thrown himself
upon the House,

lion. Mr. BLAKE-I should will-
ingly throw inyself on the hon. gen-
tieman.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
-That would be rather taking me
at a disadvantare. He doubted
whether the hon. gentleman had the
right to assume the grave responsibility
of defering the claim until legislation
had been effected. His hon. friend ought
to bear in mind when he was pass-
ing the Petition of IRights Act, that it
would be well at once to givejurisdiction
to the General Courts. An Act was in
existence at the time of this corres-
pondence conferring the right on any
person having a claim against the
Crown to proceed in the Courts where
a petition could be properly tried.

lon. Mr. BLAKE said he pointed
out certain exceptions, which in his
opinion applied to many petitions. For
obvious reasons ho declined to say
whether they wouid apply to the case
referred to by the member for Cumber-
land.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD quite
understood that, but if Mr. Starr
had no right, under the Act of last
Session, his hon. friend ought to have
told him so and refused thefiat. That
would not have prevented the gentle-
man from re-petitioning under the new
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measure. The lion. member for Cum-
berland did not attribute any negleet
to the Minister of Justice. The industry
and ability of that hon. gentleman in
private and professional life were well
known. and he had no doubt those
qualities would be carried into his pub-
lie duties. But this treatment of an
unlettered man was not just the thing.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Is it owing to
Mr. Starr's use of the telegraph that
my friend calls him an " unlettered"
man ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
Apart from that, Mr. Starr was a lay-
inan and unaccustomed to official pro-
cedure. H1e (Sir John A. Macdonald)
could quite understand from what had
dropped from the Minister of Justice
the reason that that hon. gentleman had
kept this matter in suspense. le (Sir
John A. Macdonald) thought that as the
hon. gentleman bad restricted the right
of petitioners with regard to tribunals
before which their cases should be
tried, he might as well go still further
and abolish the official arbitrators al-
together. He thought that was a very
clumsy mode uf disposing of matters
arising under the operation of thePublic
Works Act. He admittedi now, as
he had admitted before, that he thought
that the Crown was always at a disad-
vantage in the trying before a jury
claims against the Board of Works or
any other publie department; and he
thought that such cases should be tried
entirely without the intervention of a
jury. In such cases the jury generally
looked on the Government in the light
of a large corporation, of which they
were not members, and in which they
had no interest, and thought that it
vas well always to give the verdict

against the Crown. le therefore
thoroughly approved of the limitation
proposed by this Bill, under which the
Court should judge offact as well as of
law, and if this were provided, what
was the use of a reference to a Court
of Arbitrators? He thought that, in
this respect, they might take an ex-
ample froin the United States. There
they had a Court of Claims, the judtges
of which, like those of the Supreme
Court, held office during good be-
haviour. The Court of Claims was a
High Court of Justice. The gentienien

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

who were selected to preside in it were
profesisional men, and their decisions
we -e lookedi upon as being as solemn
adjudications as those of the Supreme
Court itself, or very nearly so. He
believed that in the United States no
preliminary enquiry was necessary,
but that any partycould fyle a petition
of this character against the Govern-
ment of that country.' A s a matter of
course, he brought the action at bis
own risk and it was adjudicated on.
le (Sir John) thought also that the
court of claims judged of fact as well
as law. Under all the circumstances
he would press upon the Government
the advisability of doing away with
the official arbitrators, and leaving all
these matters to be tried by the Su-
preme Court and the Court of Exche-
quer.

Hon. Mr. CAMIERiON (Cardwell)
saidi he agreed very much with what
his hon. friend had said with regard to
Courts of Arbitrators. Every person
who had ever been engaged in arbitra-
tions must be very well aware ot the
great amount of time they occupied
and the large expense they involved ;
and must be ready to admit that the
results of them were sometimes any-
thing but satisfactory. He thought
that the Minister of Justice should
have the right of saving whether the
fiat should be issued or not, because that
hon. gentleman would not be likely to
refuse it when it ought to be granted;
and that these cases should stand on
the same footing as others. He must
confess, that with regard to this par-
ticular case which had been the subject
of discussion this afternoon, he had
been unable to sec anything wrong or
unfair in the conduct of the Minister
of Justice. He could not help thinking
that there were circumstances connect-
ed with the administration ofnew laws,
under which the gentleman occupying
that position should be very careful
with respect to the course he took. In
England, when the Attorney General
had the right to refuse Petitions of
Right, there had during the last
three-quarters of a century been only
three cases made the subject of
discussion in Parliament which had not
been allowed to go before the Judges.
In two of those instances the Legisla-
ture maintained the view the Attorney
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General had taken ; and in the third,
the celebrated case of Baron Vokes, it
-was decided, but without at ail reflect-
ing upcn the Attorney General that the
petition should be granted. H1e (Mr.
Cameron) hoped with bis right hon.
friend from Kingston that if it were pos-
sible the Government would revise this
whole measure as far as it related to
submitting cases connected with public
works to arbitrators, and placing the
decision of such matters entirely in the
hands of one tribunal, he ventured to
assert that this change would be satis-
fctorv to the whole Dominion.

-e Bill was then read the second
tini, and the House wvent into Com-
mittee thereon, Mr. Scatcherdin the
chair.

The first eighteen clauses passed
without discussion.

On the 19th clause,
Hon. Mr. BLAKE said that he would

now make sone remarks which he had
been prevented by the Rules of the
louse from making in reply to the

observations of hon. gentleman a short
time ago. The Committee would
see that this Bill did not propose to
extend the power ofreference to official
arbitrators. Al that it did was to
provide that ail cases under the exist-
ing law which the Minister of Justice
might refer to arbitration, he would be

permitted to refer under this, with the
consent of the Governor in Council,
within a certain time after the petition
was presented; and that would prevent
the Minister of Justice making a
fiat. The observations that his bon.
friends had made were, no doubt, de-
serving of great consideration. When
the Act had been tried, as it perhaps
would be before next Session, they
would be better able to judge how far
it would be practicable and prudent
to repeal entirely or to restrict the
provisions with reference to official
arbitrators; but it would be acting
rather hastily with the measure to
blot out the existing remedy of arbi-
tration before a single petition under
the Petition of Right Act had been
tried. He was not prepared to say
that it might not be found expedient
to propose, within a year, the change
which his hon. friends on the other
side of the House had suggested. Hie

ventured to ask his bon. friends if he
was not acting on true Conservative
principles in taking this course.

lon. Mr. TUPPER said that he
supposed he must accept the stat-xient
of the Minister of Justice, that he had
intended no discourtesy, and the state-
ment of the member for Cardwell,
that there had been nothing to com-
plain of in regard to this matter. That
did not, however; alter his (Mr. Tup-
per's) judgment on that point in the
slightest degree. He held that it was
the duty of the Minister of Justice,
when these suitors asked if they were
to be allowed a certain privilege which
they claimed to have under an Act of
this Legislature, to have answered
them at once, yea or nay. le (Mr.
Tupper) went further, and said that
the hon. gentleman had exercised the
power of the Crown in regard to this
matter in a way in which it would
have been impossible for this Parlia-
ment to have excrcised it between
subjects. It would be ex post facto legis-
lation, and to remove rights acquired
under the law and attached to a pending
suit would be a course no Governnent
should venture to propose toParliament,
and no Parliament should ratify. It
was quite sufficient to prevent any Bill
becoming law if it proposed that exist-
ing rights conferred by the law were to
be taken away. le thought that the
hon. gentleman would admit thris ; but
what had he done? le had
claimed that he had widlened the
privileges of the subject ; but this he
(Mr. Tupper) denied. The hon. gentle-
man, in his own statenent, had not
ventured to say that these parties did
not enjoy such rights under a law on
the Statute Book, and it did not matter
whether it had been enacted one year or
twenty years ago. The Minister of Jus-
tice had not imperilled bis reputation
as a lawyer by asserting that the
party had no claim ; and if this was
the case be should have frankly so
stated to the applicant. The hon.
gentleman had deferred. action until
Parliament met, keeping the party in
suspense for six months ; and finally
the petitioner had been informed that
the Government refused to come to any
decision, which neverthcless they were
bound to have rendered. Was no injury
inflicted by delay of justice ? It was
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often a denial of justice, as it was in
this instance. The parties who had
been suing at the feet of the Minister
of Justice for an answer as to whether
their claims could be tried judicially
under a Bill of Rights, had gone into
bankruptcy, and this no subsequent
legislation could retrieve. He asked
if this was the condition of things for
which the hon. gentleman took credit,
and he declared that he could show
that the hon. gentleman had narowed
the rights of the subject. The hon.
gentleman had taken away their
privileges by an introductory clause.
At present claims were to be
submitted to a judical tribunal; but
the amendment said in effect to these
very persons-" Although you have
" the right under the law to proceed;
"although the Attorney (eneral would
"be compelled to grant ajfat, the Min-
"ister of Public Works can step in at
"the eleventh hour between you and
"your legal rights and take them
"away; and instead of giving you the
"Judges of the Supreme Court of Cana-
"da to decide upon the justness of
"your claims, he can commit them to
" the discretion of those men, who de-
"pend for their living from hour to
"hour on the word of the Minister of
"Publie Works." Was this right? He
thought not. The Covernment as was
urged by his right hon. friend, should
not have the power of placing one sui-
tor upon one footing, and another upon
another footing; this was not desirable
for the Government themselves, as it
would lay them upon the charge of un-
fairness and partiality, even when
such condemnation was unmerited.

When this Administration came into
power, what was one of their first acts ?
They deprived of his position Mr.
Compton, an able officer at Halifax,
who was replaced by Mr. Elliot, one
of their supporters, who held another
position entirely incompatible with
the duties of an official arbitrator of
the Publie Works Department, being
also Inspector of Public Works under
this Government. The anomaly to
have been expected consequently oc-
eurred the other day---the report of
Mr. Elliot, as Inspector, was rejected
by the Minister of Public Works.
Let it be supposed it had been
in the other direction--that he

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

had refused to certify a claim, and
the Government adopted his recom-
mendation, and that it finally came
again before this gentleman as arbi-
trator ! Every man in this country
should stand on the same footing. The
power it vas proposed to confer upon
the Government was a dangerous one ;
and the Administration should not be so
placed as to be open to temptation in
this connection.

These claims, in nine out of ten cases,
as the Minister of Justice said, were
between private individuals and the
Minister of Puelic Works; the former
charged the latter in such cases with
denial of justice; anid yet in the Minis-
ter of Justice would be placed the power
of deciding as to the manner in which
their claims were to be adjudicated
upon. This was contrary to the inter-
ests of the whole country, as well as to
those of the Administration.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE stated that with
reference to the charge of discourtesy
which the hon. gentleman had re-iter-
ated, he had not previously thanked
his hon. friend from Cardwell for
answern it. but as it had been
repeatel he must say that the hon.
member for Cumberland was a bo'd
man indeed. The hon. gentleman re-
minded him of the famons Six Hun-
dred at Balaklava; although cannon to
the right of him, and cannon to the
left of hin, volleyed and thundered, ho
went on, but like the famous Six Hun-
d;ed again, the hon. gentleman also
came back very small small.

With regard to a more serious, and
another personal question, the hon.
gentleman naturally misapprehended
his position altogether; the hon. gen-
tleman said that he (Mr. Blake)
had not ventured to imperil his
reputation as a lawyer by pronouncing
an opinion on the right of this particular
individual in regard to the petition.
le appealed to the hon. members
for Kingston and Cardwell whether in
the present state of this Bill, pending
as it was before Parliament, ho
would not, be inflicting a fatal stab
on his professional reputation if he
had not kept his mind perfectly free
and unprejudiced on a subject on which
he might yet have to give a decision.

With reference to the hon. gentle-
man's argument as to the arbitrators,
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he (Mr. Blake) was sorry to hear him
pass such a bad compliment to the
legislation of the late Government.
The House had now learned from the
hon. gentleman that the arbitrators
who were the servants of the late
Ministry, appointed by and dependent
on them, were not impartial in their
decisions. Reckless as the hon. gentle-
man was in his assaults on the charac-
ter of his opponents, he should never
have been so base as to attack men
who were not present to defend them-
selves, or to insinuate that they had
done injustice to the subject whose
judge they were, unless he had some
ground for it. This law was not con-
fined to the Publie Works Department.
Other Ministers adjudicated on claims.
It was only when the decision of the
Minister was unsatisfactory that there
was reference to the arbitrators. In
all these years during which this law
was, on the Statute Book these same
difficulties occurred, or they did not.
If they did, the hon gentleman should
have amended or abolished the law;
if they did not, there would be no
harm in allowing the law to remain as
it stool until next Session.

In the first place, the power to refer.
under -the Statute was guarded, the
whole Government being collectively
responsible. In the second place,
wherever the principle was one of law
it would be good policy to refer it to
the judical tribunal. Lastly, if the
point were one of accounts, and not
involving any question of law, the
arbitrators' tribunal might be simpler,
cheaper and more effectual than the
Court.

le had no knowledge of the manner
in which the arbitrators had discharg-
ed their duties, but he had no doubt
they had donc their work well.

lon. Mr. TUPPER observed that
he was glad to find, that although he
did not have the advantage of being a
lawyer, the Minister of Justice had
felt the necessity of sheltering him-
self under the guns of the right
hon. member for Kingston and the
hon. member for Cardwell. He (Mr.
Tupper) had read from the Act itself
the definition in this relation; it stated
that in any case in which either be-
fore, or within two months after the
presentation of the petition the cla*m

is under the Statutes in that behalf re-
fe"red to arbitration by the head of
the proper department, who is thereby
authorized, wiLh the approval of the
Governor in Council, to make such
reference upon any Petition of Right.
So the hon. gentleman would see that
under the clause to which he was ad-
hering with such tenacity, that power
of referring to official arbitrators the
claims sought to be brought before the
Supreme Court was not only conferred,
but also the rights which the peti-
tioners held under the law; they were
prevented from ever going before the
Court mentioned. He left the House
to decide whether he had said a single
word reflecting upon the impartiality
of the arbitrators; it was not from
himself that the hon. gentleman learn-
ed that these arbitrators held positions
under the Government, being liable to
discharge at anytime, for this was
stated in the Statue Book. A differ-
ence existed between the appointment
of the arbitrators and Judges, the latter
being perfectly independent of the Ad-
ministration.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD said the
Hon. Minister of Justice had hardly
been fair in stating the hon. member
for Cumberland had made a charge
against the Dominion Arbitrators.
What the hon. gentleman did say was
that there must be greater confidence in
a tribunal where the Judges were inde-
pendent than in one -which was not.
That involved no charge against the
arbitrators, who he bel'eved had dis-
charged their duties well. The Min-
ister of Justice had also stated that he
(Sir John) was responsible for forming
that tribunal. He had introduced the
Bill in 1867, taking it from the old Act
which was in existence before ho was
Attorney General at all.

After some further discussion the
clause was adopted.

The Bill was reported without amend-
ment, read the third time and passed.

At Six o'clock the House took recess.

AFTER RECESS.

SUPPLY.

On the motion to go into Committee
of Supply,

Mr. WORKMAN said-When I had
the honour, Mr. Speaker, of addressing

Bupply.
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you this day week on the question now
before the H1ouse, I moved an amend-
ment to the resolution then in your
hands. That amendment I discovered
afterwards was ruled out of order, and
very properly so, I believe, according
to the practice of the House ; but I
was not aware when I proposed it that
such was the case. I told you then I
would take the very earliest opportu-
nity of submitting that resolution again
to'this House, and getting a clear and
distinct vote upon it. With that view
I have now risen, and I wish to state
that since I offered ny amendment
on the first occasion I have had the
satisfaction of visiting some of my con-
stituents in Montreal, and they have
requested that I should bring this mea-
sure squarely and fairly before the
House and get a distinct and plain vote
upon it. In order that there mav be no
misunderstanding as to the nature of
the resolution, I will now read it- -That
all the words after " that" in the origi-
nal motion be struck out and the fol-
lowinginserted insteadthereof: "This
" House deeply regrets that the Govern-
" ment has iot proposed to Parliament a
'policy of increased protection to our
"various and important manufactures,
"the large amount of capital now in-
'vested therein, and the present de-
'pressed condition of the country ren-
"dering such a policy necessary to re-
"store them to a condition of pros-
"perity." I do not intend to detain the
House on this question, because it bas
already been very fullv discussed; but,
as I have stated, I wish to get a vote
on this resolution. To my mind it is
very plain and straightforward, and
admits of no trimming and no dissimu.
lation. When I had the honour of ad-
dressing my constituents previous to
the election, I stated distinctly the line
I intended to adopt. The amendment
is in accordance with the policy I then
foreshadowed, and it is with that view
I now bring it forward.

The gentlemen who have addressed
you on this subject, and especially
those entertaining what they are
pleased to term free-trade proclivities,
have spoken very fully as to their ad-
herence to that policy. I maintain
that free-trade is a perfect absurdity,
and that we have no such thing in this
Dominion. A very large portion of

Mr. WORKMAN.

I the revenue bas to be raised by the im-
position of duties upon imports; there-
fore, to say that this is a free-trade
country, or that we can pursue a fiee-
trade policy, is, to my mind at least, a
perfect absurdity. Those gentlemen
have dwelt very mach on that theme,
and have talked with a great deal of
force as to the injustice of placing
taxes upon the farming and lumber
interests to their injury, merely for
the benefit of a few manufacturers. I
stated last Tuesday, and I repeat it
now, that the result of discriminating
duties on our manufacturing industries,
instead of increasing the prices of
articles required by the farmers and
lumbermen, have in almost every
instance decreased the price to
the consumer. I am prepared to prove
that, and in support of the statement
I then made, I may say that three
gentlemen were brought before the
Committee on Commercial Depres-
sion

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. gentle-
man is not at liberty to speak of what
took place before the Committee.

Mr. WORKIAN--I stand corrected,
then. I may state that I had a conver-
sation with three gentlemen who are
thoroughly competent to give an opin-
ion on the subject; and if you will per-
mit me, Mr. Speaker, I shall mention
their names. One was Mr. Perley, of
this city, a very large lumber mer-
chant, carrying on an extensive busi-
ness; another was Mr. Baldwin, and
the other Mr. Booth. I put this
question to these gentlemen :---IIas the
increase of the duties on the articles
you consume in your shanties, mills,
&c., increased the price of these mate-
rials to you within the last few years ?
Their answer was plain and distinct,
that it had not, but on the contrary,
their plant (such as saws, augurs,
spades, shovels and everything almost
that is used in their establishmentsj
are manufactured in Canada, and are
really cheaper to-day than they were a
few years ago. That is a sufficient
answer to those gentlemen who claim
that any increase of duty would in-
crease the tax upon lumbermen and
farmers.

I am prepared to prove the same
thing with reference to the farming in-
terest; the implements used by the
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farmer are cheaper, of a better quality,
and better suited to the wants of the
country than they were when 2j
per cent. duty was imposed. The
incidental protection we have en-
joyed for the last ten or fifteen years
has stimulated manufacturing indus-
tries to a certain extent, and the result
is that these articles are now produced
cheaper and of a much better quality.
There are a great many other industries
that I might mention to sustain this
position, but I do not wish to detain
the House too long. But there is one
in particular to which I shall, and I
wish I understood it enough to enter
into all its details----I mean the sugar
question. That very important branch
is almost ruined by the policy of our
Government, and by the policy adopted
by the United States in allowing such
very large drawbacks as they are doing
on the exports of refined sugar to
Canada. These drawbacks consist
principally of three classes, viz.:
$3.60 per 100 lbs., $3, and $2.50. Such
drawbacks are allowed to the refineries
of Boston, New York, &c., on ail sugars
of certain grades exported from the
country, so that sugar coming from the
United States here gets this bonus, and
the effect has been to close our re-
fineries and throw the refiners out of
employment. Hundreds of men are
idle and families in almost a state of
destitution in consequence of the want
of a proper policy by the Government
in meeting this unjust proceeding on
the part of the United States. I hope
this Government, before the House
rises, will take this question into
serious consideration. A gentleman
whom I had a long conversation with
lately declared that a refinery in
Canada bas worked at a clear
loss of 12h- to 37i½ cents on every 100 lbs.
brought into competition with the
United States. I state that on the
authority of agentleman well qualified
to judge, and I think my hon. friend
from Halifax will probably confirm my
statement, or will correct me if wrong.
The quality of sugar now sent into
Canada is very inferior; the sacharine
quality of that sugar, in some
instances, is not more than 60 per cent.
of what it used to be, and I believe the
average is from 80 to 82, while the
genuine article we got some years ago

would average 89 to 99 per cent., and
the consumer pays quite as high for the
article. This arises from the fact that
persons in the United States are manu-
facturing the cheapest and commonest
article to send into Canada, in order to
secure the enormous drawback.

I hope, therefore, that the Govern-
ment will see their way to bring before
this House sone remedy for this great
evil. I also stated on an occasion
to which I have already referred,
that Canada was made a sacrifice
market for various manufactures in
the United States and certain kinds of
goods. When I was in Montreal, yes-
terday, I called on one or two people
who are engaged in the hardware
business-in my own branch of busi-
ness. One young mari who is buyer
for a very large house, I asked dis-
tinctly and plainly if it was the case
that goods were offered to Canadian
buyers at lower prices than they were
to American buyers for home con-
sumption. He replied equally plainly
and distinctly that it was quite no-
torious, and in proof ot this as-
sertion he gave me a memorandum
of some articles. First, take locks :
These are used extensix ely in ouir
houses. There is what is called

the price list. They are all fixed.
There is no alteration or change in the
prices, but there is an alteration in the
discount. The nominal prices are the
same for both Canada and the United
States, but in the United States
the manufacturers allow a discount of
50 and 2 per cent. to purchasers for
home consumption; but for Canadian
purchasers tbey allow a discount of 50
and 2 and 10, making a discriminating
duty of 10 per cent. against Canadian
manufacturers and in favour of them-
selves really. The next article he
gave me was that of enamelled hard-
ware. We have one manufhctory up
at Hamilton. The discount in the
United States is 20 per cent. oft their
lists, but for Canada, in order to com-
pete with or to drive out our struggling
industries of the svme, as at Hamil-
ton, and one or two at Montreal, a
discount or ý0 per cent. is allowed.
That is they charge 80 cents in the
United States, but only 50 cents for
them when the articles come into
Canada. The price in the United
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States for cistern pumps, or the dis-
count allowed rather, is 35 per cent.
for American merchants, but if the
goods are coming into Canada a dis-
count of 45 per cent. is allowed. In
scales a discount of' 33½ is allowed
for home corsumption, but if they
come into Canada a discount of 50 per
cent. is allowed. I think that my hon.
friend from Ilamilton, who is in the
hardwaie line, will confirn me in this
statement.

Mr. WOOD-Hlear, hear.

-Mr. WORKnMAN----I was contra-
dicted when I made these statenents
before, but I am prepared to prove
that this state of things does exist,
and I quote the figures now. I defy
anv hon. gentleman to contradict
them. There nay be certain branches
of dry goods and certain lines of goods
sold exactly at the saine price in the
United States as in Canada, but there
are a great many descriptions
that are sold cheaper in Canada
than in the United States for the pur-
pose of crushing out our own manu-
factories and industries in this country.
American ranufacturers are deter-
mined to do it if they can ; and in
proof of this I have to quote you the
prices I have just read. There is
another article, manufactured both in
Quebec and Montreal to a considerable
extent, viz.: India-rnbber goods. The
price of these goods is nearly one-third
less if they are exported to Canada
than if they are for home consuîmption
in Boston, New York, or any other
large city in the United States. The
difference is so great that I arn almost
afraid to read it, but I have it from
undoubted authority. There is another
article-galvanized wire. If for home
consumption in the United States,
the price is 9 cents per pound in
United States currency, but if the
order is from a Canadian hardware
merchant, the price is 6½- cents in goid.
The one is equal to 8 cents gold and
the other to 6' cents gold. Therefore,
we have to compete with what I call
an in just and sacrificing system in the
United States. They send their surplus
stocks into our markets and dispose of
them almost for whatever prices they
will bring. They know very well that
Canadian merchants, as a rule, pay

MIr. WORKMAN.

promptly and in cash-and they
take care that all of these sales are
for cash-for in 10, 15 or 20 days
they have their money, while our
merchants are oblîged to sell at large
credit, and very often they make bad
debts. These are some of the difficul-
ties we have to contend with in this
country and under the system at
present advocated by the Government
of the day. These are the great and
the trying circumstances under which
our mainufacturers labour. Is it there-
fore to be wondered at that there is a
great outcry for some change ? I
certainly had the best reason for be-
lieving that some change would have
been introduced to meet this crying
evil that is to be heard of ail over the
country, in every town, in every vil-
lage almost throughout this Dominion.
You will find that the statements I
make here are confirmed by facts that
are patent to the people. The hon.
gentlemen who to-day control the des-
tinies of this country, and are respon-
sible to it for the policy they
introduced last week, will find that
they are mistaken if they calculate
upon our people submitting quietly to
have a continuance of this system. If
I am out-voted in this resolution to-
night, it will be my duty to try and
impress upon my constituents, and also
upon different constituencies through-
out this country, that we must educate
public opinion up to this point. We
must try to impress upon them the
importance of a protective policy to
our manufacturing industries here in
Canada. And if we cannot succeed in
doing that, if we are out-voted by a
decided majority, then it will be time
enough for us to submit to the dictates
and decision of the louse. In the
meantime, I am determined by every
possible means to bring this question
squarely and fairly before the louse.
With that view I drew out my
resolution without consulting any one,
and with very short consideration
indeed. I placed it in your hands
this day week, and I then stated,
Mr Speaker, that I should insist or
endeavour to force a vote upon it. I do
so now. I make that motion, seconded
by Mr. Devlin, the hon. member for
Montreal Centre.

Mr. COLBY - I, perhaps, may be
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pardoned for making a few observa-
tions upon the resolution introduced by
the hon. member for Montreal West.
1 did not care to take part in the de-
bate to whieh we have recently lis-
tened at comsiderable length, upon the
resolution of the hon. member for
lamilton, for the reason that the de-

bate was somewhat discursive, and was
taking a broader field than I thought
was necessary for the consideration of
the louse in connection with the im-
portant question of the tariff. I be-
lieve that the question which is inter-
esting this House and the country is
not a question between free-trade and
protection. I believe there is no'hon.
,g.entleman on the floor of this House,
however enthusiastic lie may be in his
free-trade sentiments, who would urge
that free-trade, pure and simple, was
suitable for this eountry; and I be-
lieve there is no gentleman, although
there are some very ardent protection-
ists here,whio woul l advance the propo-
sition that it would be to the interests
of the country to surround it with a
Chinese Wall, and to make an insur-
mountable barrier around it.

Our present policy is the policy of
the late Government, that which we
have had for many years, viz.: protec-
tion to the industries of this country.
The question is whether the protection
we now have is an adequate protection.
It is a question as between the protec-
tien that is at present afforded, and one
of a greater degree. There are many
who are not out and out Protectionists,
who believe, that in view of the present
distress, especially amongst nianufac-
turers, we should increase the protec-
tion.

In view of the unfair and fierce
assaults upon our mantufacturers from
parts without this country, and of
the present situation, I think that if
manufacturing industries were desired,
we could well afford, even at a littie
sacrifice, to come to their relief at the
present moment. The solution of this
question will, however, depend very
largely upon the light in which these
inter'ests are regarded. I have heard,
I mulst confess, lion. members of this
House denounce those who were
engaged in these enterprises as cor-
morants-as persons who had interests
distinct from the mass of the people-

who were preying upon this country,
and whose only idea and wish was by
rings, monopolies and other unfair
methods, to promote their own cause.
Now,this is not the opinion to which
I have been educated, nor do I think
it is an enlightened opinion I have
always been led to believe, and hold
that the great indus'ries of'this or any
civilized country are inter-dependent ;
that the agricultural, commercial and
manufacturing iterests work concur-
renty for our well-being and prosper-
ity. Those of the manufacturer are
not necessarily adverse to those of the
farmer, norvice versa ; they are coad-
jutors, working for the common bene-
tit, and an appeal to the farmers as a
class, as against the manufacturers as
a class, is ihe purest demagogueism.

If I thought, as some hon. gentlemen
seem to think, I should say that we
sbould sweep these industries out of
existence ; but my observation has
taught me to consider, and I have been
educated to believe that the state of the
arts and nanufaicturies in any country
is almost a menasure, and certainly an
index of its prosperity and greatness.

If their encouragement then is de-
sirable, how shall it be effected ? I
would appeal to any gentleman in this
Ilouse, and ask if he thinks, that our
manufactures can exist and flourish
with a systei of free-trade, pure and
simple ? Everybody knows that they
cannot; our circumstances are such
that this is imposible.

An Hon. Gentleman-Wby ?

Mr. COLBY--An hon. gentleman
enquires why ? The reason is obvious
to my mind, though it may not be to
this hon. gentleman; they could not,
in such a case, compete with the ri-
valry of Great Britain and the United
States, two great nations with which
we have commercial intercourse; their
manufacturing establishments have
been founded for many years, and with
their unlimited capital and aequired
skill, aid business reputation, posses-
sing, moreover, the trade market of the
world, while we are excluded from our
nearest mart, it would be quite impos-
sible for us, with our linited means and
peculiar conditions to prosper in this
relation under a systei of absolue
free-trade, and build up these industr'es.
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I am quite aware that perhaps the
hon. gentleman who made the enquiry,
as well as other hon. members, may be
extreme in their views regarding free-
trade; but I had hardly supposed that
this was at present a point in contro-
versy. I imagined certainly that the
initial difficulties incident to the estab-
lishment of manufactures in a young
country situated as ours is, would appal
anyone if we had a system of free-
trade, pure and simple.

If then, I am correct in the belief
that some mcasure of protection
must be granted in order to make
these enterprises successful, the
amount to be granted cornes into
question; and I venture to assert
that it is impossible for any man, I
do not care how conversant he may
be with theories, or how enlightened
he may be, to elaborate in his closet
and propound a tariff which, evolved
by any systen of (a priori) reasoning
shall bc adapted to the changing exi-
gencies of a country like this. Any
tariff devised must be experimental, it,
must be tentative, it cannot rest upon
pure, abstract principles, it cannot be
procrustean ; it ought not to be such as
will conpel the varying industries and
condiions of the country to confcrm
to certain fixed rules, but rather a
tariff whic'h will yield to our changing
necessities, and conditions. Whether
protection should equal ten or fifteen,
or twenty, or twenty-five per cent. is
I assume, a matter to be tested; and
in this manner alone can it be determ-
ined. Our tariff when prepared, gave
a fair degree of protection to
manufactures; but it now appears,
if the evidence by which we are
surrounded is to be credited, as
well as the testimony of those
nost interested, that in conse-
quence of the fierce competition to
which they are exposed from our
neighbours over the line, and of other
causes, it is iniutficient to accomplish
the end in view. That very great
distress exists is not controverted ; it
is admitted ; the Finance Minister
acknowledge's it-also that it has been
largely aggravated by the systeni of
bringing in American goods, which are
sold at reduced slaughter prices. He
further admits that there are cases of
extreme hardship, but he does not feel

Mr. COLBY.

it to be the duty of the Administration
to intermeddle. He lays down the
proposition that a Government cannot
be free and at the same tine paternal
-that a Governnent cannot proprly
exercise a paternal influence over the
industries of a country unless it has the
power of limiting production as well.
I mast dissent from that idea; in the
strict sense no Governnient can be
free; the very conception of Govern-
ment is contrary to the idea of freedom,
and in that sense no Government can
be free. I believe that it can be free
and paternal to a certain extent,
having a fair solicitude for our indus-
tries, and adapting its policy from
tine to time to the varving exigencies
of the country, it mîay yield to the
stress of the times, a-d yet be a free
Governiment.

I don't think that a (overnnent, in
order to be free, should be rigid and
unelastic, and incapable of adapting
itself to the exigencies of the country.
The Finance Minister seeing, as he
freely acknowledges, the distress of
the country, night very fairly, with-
out doing violence to his views cn that
subject, have met this condition of
affairs.

There is no doubt, that being a new
country and our relations being such
with the two great nations with which
our business has most to do, our cir-
cumstances are somewhat peculiar, and
I believe if there ever was a country
in which the Government night strain
a point in order to encourage indus-
tries, that country is Canada. We
have valuable resources, and aIl the
elements essential to success in man-
ufacturing enterprise. We have iron,
coal, water power, and as tractable a
population as can be found in the fac-
tories of any country.

I am not an extreme Protectionist.
I would not surround this countrv
with an impassable barrier by way of
a tariff, but I am one of those who be-
lieve that the circumustances in which
we find the manufacturing industries
of the country are sueh that the reso-
lution proposed by the hon. member
for Montreal West nay fairly be sup-
ported by the members of this House.

Mr. DOMVILLE-I have listened-
with great attention to the speeches on
this subject, and I must confess I am
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unable to arrive at any decision from
the statements and arguments I have
heard. We have been told that the
Government were induced, by the
threats of Lower Province members,
to adhere to their policy, or rather to
change it, because I am led to believe
their original intention was to bring in
a just and reasonable tariff. Now, I
,should like to know what meu from
the Lower Provinces did that. I
never was invited by members from
New Brunswick to attend any meeting
to discuss the question.

We bave heard the Premier talk
,about rings resulting fron protection,
but are there no rings in Canada ?
Have we not heard of- them here
where we have no protection?

I think the present depression is
nothing new, following, as it does, a
period of prosperity; but that is no
reason why we should not adopt a
policy to meet the occasion. I do not
believe any man who is sound
on the question of political econo-
mny believes in a high protective
tariff, but I believe in incidental protec-
tion which will help our manufacturers
for the moment and prevent their being
slaughtered by the introduction of
cheap goods from the neighbouring
country. We are told that a protective
tariff would make goods dear. I do
not believe it, and in proof of it I
point to the United States where iron
is cheaper than it can be procured in
Great Britain. Coal can be sold at the
pits-mouth as cheap or cheaper than in
England, and even cotton and other
manufactured goods are exported to the
Mother Country. If a protective tariff
ranging from 40 to 60 per cent. ad
valorem does not enhance the cost of
goods there, why should a moderate
tariff increase the price of wares here ?

To my mind the cure for high prices
is this: A high protective tariff stimu
lates industries and causes over-produc-
tion. But do you find over-production
here ? On the contrary the country
is crying ont for protection to enable
oir manufacturers to produce more.
We find in Nova Scotia the coal, iron
and limestone almost together, and
labour not much dearer than in Great
Britain. Iron could be produced there
to compete with the world. Instead
of depending upon England for our

35

iron we should be able to export it to
Australia, the East Indies and South
America.

The United States manufacturers
have a home market, and send their
surplus productions to other countries,
even though they cannot realize a
profit. That is the way they regulate
the supply and prevent the home
market from being over-stocked.

I should like to see such a tariff
adopted as would enable Nova Scotia
to produce 200,000 tons of iron and
steel a year. That would necessitate
the consumption of 400,000 tons of
coal, and the enployment of a large
number of men. Allowing $25 per
ton as the cost of production, that
would give an annual expenditure of
$~,000,000 in the Province, that now
goes abroad to pay for foreign la-
bour. Ontario would supply the
flour, but although ftlie people of
the Lower Provinces complain, it
vould be levying a tax of $300,000

a vear on them to protect it
they would send back to Ontario pig
iron to pay for it. The people of Nova
Scotia are mistaken if they think pro-
tection would do them any harm. If
any Province would have a right to
complain it would be Ontario.

What we want in this country is
such a tariff as will enable us all to get
along. The Government, no doubt,
think they are doing the best in the
interests of the whole country; but
there are many industries that require
protection, and it is the duty of this
Parliament to legislate for the benefit
of all classes of the community.

I believe in free-trade if we can get
it, but our shipping is deprived of the
coasting trade of the United States,
while their vessels trade in our waters.
Now, I say that is not free-trade. Let
them open their markets to us and we
will be happy to trade with them on
equal terms. I heard the hon. member
from Carito» say that he believed in
free-trade-that he did not believe in tax-
ing special industries--and at the same
time he enunciated the doctrine that
the stamp duties should be donc away
with.

Mr. SPEAKER-That was in another
debate. The hon. gentleman is out of
order.

Mr. DOMVILLE---I will say, then,
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that I would be suprised if I heard an
hon. member from New Brunswick say
that he was in favour of free-trade, and
at the same time argue that stamp
duties should be done away with and
direct taxation resorted to. Is not
the stamp duty a direct tax. How
can you have free-trade and not have
direct taxation ? The Hon. Minister of
Finance said that this crisis came upon
us unanticipated. I think he was
mistaken in that. I think he might
have foreseen for a long time that there
was going to be distress. We had seen
it in the United States for a long time,
and as we trade with that country a
great deal the hon. gentlemen might
have known that we would have it
here too.

The hon. gentleman in referring to
the banks spoke of one of them, the
Bank of Montreal,as a great institution.
I admit that that bank is a great
institution, and one that the country
ought to be proud of ; but at the same
time I hold that no one bank should
be built up at the expense of others;
and to place a slur on the smaller
banks at this critical juncture is unfair,
inasmuch as it is calculated to injure
the value of the stock and their
position before the country; and to
give one great bank an advantage
not enjoyed by the smaller ones, must
injure the latter and prevent them
making the money for their stock-
holders which they ought.

The question has been raised as
to the desirability of protecting
the farmers, and it has been
said that if nanufacturing indus-
tries are protected the farmers must be
protected also, because everything the
latter require and do not produce will
then cost them more than it does now.
Well, I believe it can be shown that
such an incidental tarriff as would pro-
tect the manufacturers would not en-
hance the price of such goods to the
farmers; but even if it did, would not
the farmers at the same time be stimu-
lated to raise all the various cereals
which can be grown in the county, by
the increased demand which would
come from them from the people en-
gaged in manufacturing ? An if the
public generally suffered from an ad-
vance in the prices of cereals, would
they not at the same time enjoy the

Mr. DoMVILLE.

advantage which would result from a
large amount of money being spent in
this country which now goes abroad ?
Here is the Intercolonial Railway
spending a large amount at the pre-
sent time for rolloing stock which ought
to be built in this country. I would
advocate a policy under which all such
things as these would be produced as
far as possible in this country. The
West should supply the fiour, wheat,
grain, &c.; and the east, coal and iron,
&c. Our shipping should not have a
burden placed upon it because it brings
money from abroad. It should rather
be stimulated, and if thiswere done our
marine, instead of being the seventh
in rank might be the third, second, or
even the first in the world.

It is said that England is a free-
trade country. I admit that; but
why is she so ? It is because of the
cheapness of money there. Any Poli-
tical Economist will tell you that money
represents so much labour, and that if
we have to pay dearly for money we
have to pay dearly for labour; and I
would like to see the Finance Minister
provide some scheine under which we
could get money cheaply here as is done
in England, where, taking the average
of sixteen years, it will be found the
Bank of England's rate has only
averaged a little over (4) four per cent.
per annum. England is the centre
of the wealth of the world, which
accumulated there because the country
is highly civilized, and everything that
wealth can purchase can be obtained
there. She is also a country in which
there is freedom for everybody; and
people who have made money abroad
-Englishmen-go back to the old
Mother Land once more before they
di ), educate their children there, and
send them out to the colonies to en-
deavour to do what their fathers have
done before them. There are not the
same chances for the investment of
money there that there are here, in a
broad country extending from the
Atlantic to the Pacific; but here the
interest is higher than it is in Eng-
land because the security is lower. I
do not think it came with very good
grace from the Minister of Finance to
say that factories in Montreal had shut
on the eve of the opening of Parlia-
ment in order to coerce Parliament.
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Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - The
hon. gentleman must excuse me. I
made no such statement.

Mr. DOMVILLE-I apologize to
the hon. member. Itwas a Ministerial
supporter; and as hon gentlemen on the
other side of the House form so com-
pact a body under all circumstances,
that whatever emenates from one must
of necessity, emenate from all. If not
the Hon. Minister of Finance might say
that he did agree with that assertion
and I would be satisfied. I must
apologize to the House for speaking so
long, but I wished to have my views
on this subject understood. I did not
wish to be put down as a Free-Trader or
Protectionist; for I want to see such a
policy brought down as will, if possi-
ble, meet the emergency of the mo-
ment and contribute to the happiness
and welfare of all classes.

Mr. PALMER - The constituency
I represent is rather a peculiar one in
regard to the question now before the
House. It contains nearly sixty thou-
sand of a population. In the city
there were a great number of mechan-
ics and manufaeturers, and at the same
time a large number of merchants
engaged in the shipping business, so
that with the exception of the farming
interest, I may be considered a repre-
sentative of all the interests in the
Dominion. My views are of what
I call a free-trade character, that is, i
think that it is to the benefit of a coun-
try to have the freest trade with the
world that the condition of the country
will admit of; and such a view I hold
to be not at all imcompatable with that
fostering care of all industries without
which there would not be any trade
whatever. But before I proceed fur-
ther I would lik3 to have a point of
order called, viz: whether I can refer
to anything which has been said on
this subject in a previous debate.

It would be impossible representing
the interests I do, to vote upon such a
resolution without expressing distinct-
ly the views I entertain upon the ques-
tion of the tariff and the principles of
trade involved therein. It cannot be
denied that the principal industries of
this country, which have hitherto pros-
pered, are at the present time in a
depressed state, and that those engaged
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in those industries have asked for that
protection which they think the Gov-
ernment should extend to them under
existing circumstances. They feel that
may be done in a great measure
by a revision of the tariff, and therefore
whether they are mistaken or not, it
does not become any member of this
House to taunt them, as some hon.
gentlemen behind me have done, by
saving they are suing in forma pauperis
--that they are asking assistaice fiom
the charity of the country.

Mr. SPEAKER called the hon. gen-
tleman to order. le must refrain from
referring to what hon. members had
said in a previous debate.

Mr. PALMER was under the im-
pression this was one debate.

Mr. SPEAKER said the whole ques-
tion of free-trade and protection was
before the House, but this was an en-
tirely new debate, and it was improper
to refer to what had previously been
said in the House. If that were allowed
the hon. members referred to could not
be prevented from demanding an ex-
planation, and the whole subject would
be gone into just as if there had been
no debate at all.

M.i PALMIER was of opinion that
this was a continuation of the late de-
bate, and that it was in order to refer
to statements previously made.

Mr. SPEAKER said if the hon. gen
tleman would reflect a moment he
would see that it was not one debate.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the ruling would materially affect
his hon. friend ; it would only pre-
vent him from alluding to the
speeches of hon. gentlemen on a pre-
vious motion, but he could reply to
their arguments without referring to
the individual members. There was,
however, a question in his mind as to
whether this was not substantially one
debate, just in the same way as if an
amendment was proposed where a
measure had previously gone into Com-
mittee, which allowed discussion on the
third reading of a subject introduced on
the second.

Mr. SPEAKER said the question
that he should leave the chair might be
put fifty times during the Session;
would it be proper for any member
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to refer to subjects which had been
brought forward on similar motions?

Sir JOHN A. MACDOINALD
thought so, if the motion to retain
the Sp2aker in the chair was on the
same subject.

Mr. SPEAKER -- I have left the
chair.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONAL D
was of opinion that every time
Mr. Speaker was prevented from
leaviiig the chair by a motion like the
present, in intercepting the main
no9tion, it was practically a con-

tîinuation of the sane subject.
A sinilar motion was made 'the
other day by the lion. member for
H1alifax, and it was but fair that on the
poding resolution allusions to the pre-
vious debate should be permitted.

Mr. PALIEJ said he did not view
the question jp the same light as Mr.
Speaker. This was not merely a ques-
tion to leave the Chair, but the
question before the House was the
policy initiated or maintained by the
Budget Speech. However, he bowed
to the ruling, tle only effect of
which as regards hiniselfwould be to
shorten his reinarks. Mr. Palmer
continuod: It is a pity that those gen-
tlemen who have asked protection
from the Government have not been

eated with courtesy.
As I said before the question of pro-

tection or free-trade is one as to which
I have always accorded my views in
,favour of free trade. My hon. friend
from Stanstead says it is no use talking
about free-trade because we cannot get
it, and because it is actually beyond
the scope of legislation. Not having
free-trade, it is the duty of the House
to foster, by all te means in its power,
the industries of this country, he cared
not whether they were the manufac-
turing or agricultural interests. It is
simply a question as to the best mode
of legislating for the parpose, without
doing wrong to any. I have the
idea that manufactures cannot flourish
nor can anything else, without the
country is made cheap to live in. If
there is a large expenditure the mnoney
will have to be taken from the pockets
of the people. I will hold up both my
hands in favour of any measure that will
prevent an increase of the expenditure.

Mr. SPEAKER.

Of course the country is justified in
creating a debt for the purpose of fos-
tering industries and for building up
the country. In the matter of immi-
gration a considerable sun is spent ;
but it is for the purpose of developing
the country, although it is no less a
bounty than a sum would be to benefit
manufactures. I agree with the hon.
member for Sanstead that no one in-
dustry can flourish without others.
The farming population would be very
poor if it were not for manufactures.
I was surprised to hear the Finance
Minister say that protection would
build up towns but would deplete the
country. I always believed that if a
large town is built up that a large
country adjoining it must necessarily
be benefitted, as the farmers would
have to supply the manufacturers.

Sone of niy hon. friends, and par-
ticularly my hon. friend from Cumber-
land, enumerated the doctrine that a
duty should be placed on coal and flour.
I must record my dissent from my
hon. friend. I would like to foster
them, but I don't believe this would be
brought about by paying duties upon
them. I don't apply these renarks
to the coarse grains, but more par-
ticularly to flour and also to coal, both
of which are absolutely essential to
nanufacturers. I must confess that
ny views upon this question are very
nearly in accord with those of the lion.
member for South Waterloo; but 1
want to say that the hon. gentleman
in his speech, and in the statistics that
he gave to the bouse contradicted his
argument. If I remember rightly, the
hon. gentleman started with the idea
that protection to manufacturers meant
nothing but an increase cost to the
farmer. A littie further on, that gen-
tleman quoted from, I think, an Ameri-
can authority to prove what he wanted
to prove, viz.:-That protection was
destructive to workmen themselves.
le showed that the cost of living

under protection in the United States
had increased in a greater ratio
than the cost of wages, and then be
showed that the cost of everything
had increased five-sixths, and that
farmei-s' produce cost double what it
would have donc under another system.
And then he replied to the assertion
that our markets were being slaughter-
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e I by freigni production-s, that if pro
te'tion was put on it would so stiimulate
manufactures that it would absolutely
reluce the articles absolutely below
the value of these slaughtered articles.
So that arguing fiom the same stand-
point we have the farmer ruined by
higer pricss, and then the declaration
that by this system the slaughtered
articles would be half the price they
are now. I think the true theory is
that the home market is of the greatest
importance to the agrictilturist. If a
farm is taken in the vicinity of a town
it is worth double the price of what it
would be if further off ; because
the transportation of the produce
would not cost so mach. It
is very important, therefore, to
farmers that manufactures should be
built up ; but how this is to be done
is another question, and a more difficult
one. It is important not only that
living should be cheap, but that the
Government should impose the duties
to the best possible ad-antage. Take
for instance the main industry of my
own province-shipbailding, You find
the very materials that go to mako
ships- which necessarily are free-trade,
they going to compote with outsiders
-are taxed. The yellow metal put
upon the bottom of ships is taxed,
although this was done in no other
country, and the metal could not be
produced in this country. This tariff
required revision. Many articles were
entered at prices which they were
never produced for. A specific
instead of an ad valoremi duty ought to
be imposed. A great many of my
constituents engaged in manufactures
complain bitterly that articles that
enter manufactures were charged an
absolutely higher duty than upon the
manufactured articles. This was pro-
tection with a vengeance. I was
pleased to see the Finance Minister
enter into the question of economy.
I looked at the estimates with a great
deal of curiosity. I find in the first
year that 'the Government have spent
upon the administration of Govern-
ment and for services that do not enter
into the construction of works fairly
chargeable to capital, $115,000 more
than their predecessors. This year I
looked carefully to sce whether they
reduced the salaries, but they did not.

Of course piblic works cannot bc
t'pp>ed now, if they can be done

without being destructive to the credit
of the country.

The hon. gentleman at that timo re-
sorted to, what we on this side of the
louse, considered an extraordinary
step ; he raised the tariff in order to
benefit the country ; and I was rather
surprised to see that in the course of
one year ho las taken a directly op-
posite course. If I understoDd him
aright, le said, " Thore is going to bc
"a deficit this year of something like
"two millions, and yet he is going to
"trust to chance and the future to make
" it good." He las, bowever, proved the
truth of what he affirmed twelve months
ago---that it was destructive to our
credit to have a deficit, and such loss of
credit was to lose an enormous sum of
money; and Canada is not only going
to suffer from the loss of her manufic-
tures and the distress of her people,
but also in the money market; and if
my hon. friend's policy is carried ouf,
the credit of the country will be de-
stroyed. I am delighted to tind the
Government disposed to be economi-
cal; but I fail to see how they have
done it, save in stopping important
projected public works. We lad in the
estimates from year to year, a suni for
the construction of the Bay Verte
Canal.

An IIon. Member--Don't naine it.

Mr. PALMIER--I will name it.
This sum is not now in the estimates,
and I think that this is a great mis-
take, for it is folly to say that this
Canal must not sometime or other be
built by the Dominion. A contract
was given out, I believe, tbr the St.
Peter's Canal; and in my own city
there is the work of extending the
railway around Ballast Wharf, in which
ceonnection the Government must have
spent at least $100,000 ; these works
are stopped ; and not only so, but the
portions partly completed are going
to destraction. I doubt very much
whether this is real economy. as the
works could be finished much cheaper
during these hard times than under
other circumstances; and if incident-
ally some employment to citizens of
St. Johns, it would certainly do no
harm.
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On the Intercolonial Railway, I have
understood, that the wages of track-
men have been reduced ten cents ; but
this, I believe, has not been the case with
officials having large salaries; which,
on the contrary, aré said to have been
increased. This road is entirely under
the control of one man---an unfortunate
fact for the Maritime Provinces,
because he has managed to ruin all the
industries along the line by altering
its tariff of rates.

An Hon. Member---Who is he?
Mr. PALMER--Mr. Brydges.
Our mechanics also complain that

the work done along the road is not
let by tender as formerly, Mr. Brydges,
it aplpears, discovered what mechanies
in New Brunswick would perform it
for; and in about a fornight afterwards
it was undertaken by persons hailing
from the United States, or Ontario, or
some other Province, at their own
prices. Then, of course, they referred
to the old fyles of the Globe, and ob-
serving that Mr. Brydges was there
abused as guilty of all sorts of crimes,
and of all kinds of jobbery, stories
were circulated that he was interested
in the execution of these works. This
system, which was very bad, should be
changed, and tenders should be invited.
I would support any Government
measure that would make the neces-
saries of life as low in price as possible,
and foster our manufactures, but not to
the detriment of any other class of our
population. The present tariff in many
respects is destructive not only to our
industries, but to the production of raw
material, and it should be revised. The
exhibition at St. Johns last year showed
that our manufactures were in a very
high state of cultivation. The manu-
facturers and mechanics of St. Johns
have passed the following resolution:-

" Whereas, during the present de-
"pressed state of trade, the manufac-
"turers and mechanics of St. Johns
"feel more than ever the necessity of
"an increased protective tariff to en-
"able them to compete successfully
"with foreign markets,

" Resolved, That we, the inanufac-
"turers and mechanies of St. John's,
"do memorialize the Dominion Gov-
"ernment to increase the duties on all
"imported articles whioh corne into

Mr. pALMER.

"direct competition with domestie
"manufactures."

I may not go to this extent, but they
are familiar with their own business
and form a numerous body; and of
course they share the sentiments of
my hon. friend from Montreal West.

I would be very much pleased if the
resolution of my hon. friend was drawn
up in different shape, but I can cer-
tainly go with him as far as the revi-
sion of the tariff, in any direction
that would afford relief to the
manufacturers of this Dominion, is
concerned. I would look for such
advantages first in every other
way possible; I would allow every
article that enters into their produc-
tions to be admitted free of duty; I
wonld favour the cheapening of the cost
of labour and of all their materials;
but I do not say I would stop there,
though I certainly should do so unless
I was thoroughly convinced that such
manufactures could ultimately succeed
in this country, and such articles be
made here as cheaply as elsewhere;
therefore, if I cannot vote for this
resolution, I shall seize the first oppor-
tunity afforded to offer a motion which
I can support. I am not at all dispos-
ed to treat these manufacturers and
mochanies with derision ; for their
case demands and ought to receive the
serious consideration of the Govern-
ment and of this House, which, as far
as possible, should alleviate the de-
pressed condition of every one of our
suffering industries ; and the Govern-
ment which refuses to extend such
aid, refuses to discharge the duty of a
Government to the country over whose
destinies it presides.

Mr. MACDONNELL (Inverness)--
Having spoken at some length at a
previous stage of this discussion,I would
not have taken part in'the debate now
but for the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Stanstead. The hon. gentle-
man referred to a few words I used on
a former occasion.

Mr. COLBY-I made no reference
whatever to the hon. gentleman.

Mr. MACDONNELL--The hon. gen-
tleman, in a discourteous manner, said
the mànufacturers had been stigmatized
as paupers, bocause they came here and'
asked for protection. On that occasion
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the words I made use of were, in formá
pauperis. I did not refer to the manu-
facturers or any particular class of this
Dominion, but took a broad ground, and
asserted *that any set of men, be
they farmers or anything else, who,
having invested a certain amount of
money in any industry, and finding
they were becoming bankrupt, came
to this House and asked us to tax one
portion of the people of this Dominion
to contribute the means by which they
icould continue their business, came
asking for charity, and in the strict
sense of the term in formá pauperis.
If the hon. gentlemen had allowed me
the opportunity which any one conver-
eant with the decorum-

Mr. COLBY---I fear the hon. mem-
ber is wasting his ammunition. I
made no use of such an expression
as "pauper" in my remarks, conse-
quently ho is astray. I made
iie of the word " cormorant,"
mentioned by another gentleman alto-
gether.

Mr. MACDONNELL---The hon. gen-
tleman, extending his remarks, said an
attempt had been made to set one class
against another---the farmers against
the manufacturers. The false rumour
became contagious, and the bon. mem-
ber for St. John fellowed the same
line of argument. I made no distinc-
tion whatever between any class of
people of this Dominion, but I did say
what I have repeated here to-night,
and I am sustained in my position by
the ablest writers. I am not the
inventor of the term.

The hon. member for Stanstead said
the fiscal policy of this Dominion has
been for years one of protection. I
say it bas not, but has been a revenue
policy.

There are two principles which guide
legislators in raising revenue. The
first and the statesman-like principle is
that the revenue shal be raised in such
a manner as to interfere as little as
possible with the commerce of the
-country. 'I bat principle bas been ob-
served heretofore in raising our reve-
nue. The second is that the revenue
shall be distributed over the whole
population so as to fall as equitably as
possible on all classes. The term inci-
dental protection, quite an absurd ex-

pression in itself, has arisen from this
policy, but it is not protection.

The hon. member for Montreal West,
not deigning to offer this House any
arguments why the policy he advocates
should be adopted, gives the valuable
evidence of two gentleman he met,
their ipse dixit delivered on the street,
that protection is necessary for
this country. I am not satisfied with
such evidence, nor can I understand
by what reasoning or logic the hon.
gentleman arrives at the conclusion
that by raising the tariff and making
things dear they will at the same
time become cbeap.

As to this wonderful and very sweep-
ing amendment which the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal West has sub-
mitted, it asks this louse to in-
ci'ease the tariff upon the various
industries of the country, and that irre-
spective, whether it is necessary for the
necessities and Government ofthe coun-
try. The resolution asks this House
to protect every industry in this
country ; in other words, to give
protection to . none, because the
labourer, having to pay more for
his food, clothing, and everything he
uses, would claim and be entitled
to more wages. The consequence
would be the enhancing of the cost
of every article consumed in the coun-
try. Therefore, the principle that I lay
down is, that protection to all indus-
tries means protection to none.

Mr. BOWELL called attention to
the fact that the resolution proposed
to protect manufacturing industries
only.

Mr. MACDONNELL having read
the resolution, said it, is all the same.
What does the word manufacturing
mean ? It covers almost every indus-
try. Therefore, I say it contemplates

.protection to every industry, ergo, pro-
tection to none.

Mr. OLIVER-I am very much
pleased that the amendment is couched
in such plain and unmistakable lan-
guage. I was rather amused at the
logic of my hon. friend from Montreal
West. He said thatnotwithstanding the
increase of 2j per cent. on the duty two
years ago, he had a conversation with
two gentlemen, who stated that the
duty of articles entering iLto.the manu-
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facture and support of the lumber in-
terests and the articles required by the
agriculturlists had not been increased.
If we take the statements of gentlemen
we meet in the streets and hotels as
evidence, any .of us eau furnish proof
that the object of this movement is to
increase the price of every manufac-
tured article in the country. The hon.
gentleman says that sugar is manufac-
tured at a loss of 12 cents per 100
pounds. Suppose the Americans were
excluded from our markets, the cost of
sugar would be increased to that ex-
tent, and it is an article required by
all classes of the community.

I do not understand the sugar inter-
est, but it is evident from what I have
heard debated by gentlemen intimate
with the subject, that if an increase in
the tariff on sugar takes place, those
who consume it will have to pay two
cents a pound more than they now do
for it. There are two refiners in Mont-
real and I believe one in Hlalifax, and
although I admit that these are impor-
tant establishments, and give employ-
ment to a large number of hands, I
ask, is it right to take one or two cents
out of the pockets of the consumers of
this country to support one or two
in stitutions ? My hon. friend from
Montreal West says that if his motion
is not carried he is going on a mis-
sion to convert the whole of the
people of Canada to protection.
Well, I think that if he does go upon
such a mission, that it will be more
difficult to convince the agriculturists
that to put duties on the goods which
they consume, whith w'ill only
benefit the manufacturers of those
goods, than even to secure the
passage of such a resolution as
that which he has proposed. I invite
him to take the field in favour of pro-
tection, and I tel! him that if he does
he will find that there are enough ad-'
vocates of free trade ii the Dominion
to cover all the ground that the mis-
sionaries of his policy can cover
throughout the length and breadth of
the country. Hie says, and we see it
in the press and hear it at every pub-
lic meeting, that the people of the
United States have slaughtered goods
in Canada. Weli, that may be the case,
but I ask the hon. gentlemen
from Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton,

Mr. OLIVER.

whether those cities have not slaugh-
tered more goods in Canada than the-
United States bas done, whether they
have not forced goods on the mer-
chants throughout the country, and
whether through the agency of the
Insolvency Act of last Session those
goods have not afterwards been sacri-
ficed. Go into any hamlet town
in Western Canada, and I have no
doubt but it is the same in Eastern
Canada, and you will see an auctioneer,
or perhaps two or three, selling bank-
rupt stocks from Montreal, or Toronto,
or Hamilton, and not American goods.

But supposing that the Americans
do come in here and slaughter goods at
prices ten per cent. less than thev sell
them for in the 'United States, who gets
the benefit ? Is it not the large
consuming population ? And are these
people going to ask their representa-
tives in this House to press an Act to
prevent them from getting cheap
goods ? In my opinion it is impos-
sible to benefit both the manufacturers
and the farmers by raising the tariff,
unless the cost of raw material and
labour is reduced.

I have beard it stated in the course
of the debate, and also outside of the
chamber, that the agricultural inte-
rests, as well as the other interests of
this country, should be protected; that
the surplus of produets of this country
was very small, if there was any at all.
Now, even if this were so with respect
to flour and wheat, there is a good
and sufficient reason for it; but
I find, after going carefully over
the trade and navigation returns,
that we exported last year a sur-
plus over and above our imports (if
we do import largely of American
wbeat and flour) of 1,150,000 bushels,
(in round numbers) realizing to the
country $883,000. The Dairymen's As-
sociation of Canada, with all the other
dairymen,exported last year $5,000,000
worth of eheese and $2,500,000 worth
of butter, besides which it is estimated
that $1,000,000 worth of those produets
were consumed in Canada, making tlhe
total value of dairy products of the-
country during the last season $8,500,-
000. This is an interest which is
growing very rapidly-more rapidly
perhaps than any other interest in the-
country. I find on looking over th&
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returns that not more than ten years
ago $250,000 worth of dairy produce
was imported. The development of
this interest is destined to bring about
a revolution in agricultural pursuits,
and it is proving not only a direct but
an indirect benefit to our farners
direct on account of the large amount
of money which it brings to them, and
indirect inasmuch as it is a means of
causing them to improve and enrich
the soi].

I heard a number of hon. gentlemen
state that at all events Indian corn
ought to be protected. Well, I find-
and the statement I make here will
be found correct----that we have
produced for consumption in
Canada 1,629,328 bushels of that
product, costing $891,502, or a
little less than one cent. per pound;
while the other coarse grains which
have been exported by the people of
Canada have realized one cent. and
four-fifths per pound. The idea bas
been expressed that the coarser grains
should be raised in this country, and
Indian corn kept out by a protective
tariff. Well, if that were done it would
be a losing transaction to the people of
Canada. However, I am not going to
follow out that argument.

The hon. member for West Montreal
has not given us a single particle of
proof that the manufacturers of our
eountry require protection. le stated
that there is a depression. Well,
everyone in this louse admits that.
But, Sir, we find that there is
depression ail over the United
States as well as in Canada. In Phila-
delphia, at the present time, where
there is perhaps more labour employed
now than in any other city in the United
States or in Canada, there is a large
number of persons requiring employ-
ment and who are destitute for want of
it. Again we see that at a meeting of
the Board of Trade in Boston, at which
the subject of the existing depressio,
was under consideration, a reduction of
the duties between Canada and the
United States, instead of an increase,
was proposel as a renedy. I hold
that thère is proof that the manufac-
turers of Canada are in quite as
good a position as the manufacturers
of the United States; for we find that
a manufacturing institution in the

town of Dundas has just been purchased
by Americans, who intend carrying
on the manufacture of screws there
very extensively. We find, also, that
Americans are coming over to establish
a musical instrument factory in the
town of Guelph, and a large cotton
factory is being organized near the
city of Montreal, with a capacity of
producing six million yards a year.
Do the people who are engaging in
these enterprises believe that the tarif
of Canada is too low, and that the
goods of the United States are being
saerificed here ? In the village of
Ayr there is one of the largest agri-
cultural implemuent factories in the
country, and I heard the proprietor of
that state in a speech not long ago,
that he was able to manufacture goods
enough to supply his customers not
only in the Canadian market, but in
the United States to which.he sent a
large amount, notwithstanding a
duty of forty per cent.

I am glad that the (overnment, in-
stead of increasing the duties, have
determined to reduce the estimates.
and I believe that when the Minister
of Finance stated that that was their
policy, the statement was hailed with
satisfaction by nineteen-twentieths of
the people of this country.

Mr. ORTON-I regret that I cannot
vote for the motion of the member for
Montreal Wet. The hon. gentleman
forgets that great depression exists, not
only in the manufacturing interests,
butalso'in the agricultural districts of
the country. There are lai ge sections
in which the crops have been badly
damaged by frost ; and the
farmiers can hardly get a market
for their coarse grains. I know
that in the northern part ,of the
County of Wellington there are a large
number of settlers who have gone into
the back woods and made themselves
homes, but who this year are scarcely
able to live. The manufacturers have
shown a contracted spirit in this matter,
and it is with considerable regret that
I observe my hon. friend cannot look
further than Montreal. He might have
so framed bis resolution as to meet
with the approval of a large number in
this House and country. It might have
been so constructed as to do justice to
the agricultural interests of the country
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by giving them the first choice in the
markets, which was nothing but fair.
For one,Idonotbelieve that an increaQe
in the tariff would advance the cost of
manufacturing goods, and I think the
resolution might have fairly included
the agricultural, mining and other

ilterests. I do not believe in class
legislation, and I think the reso-
lution, in ignoring the claims of
the consumers, will fail to secure
its objects, as it is necessary that the
consumer should be prosporous in order
that the manufacturer may have a
market for his goods. I was rather
umused at the remarks made by the
hon. member for North Oxford,
who referred to the immense in-
crease in the production of cheese
.and butter. The hon. gentleman
did not tell us that that increase
was owing to there being 4 per cent.
duty on these articles. I must again
-express my regret that the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal has not looked a little
further than the manufacturers in in-
troducing his amendment.

Mr. BROWN--I wish to make a few
observations relative to what has been
said by the hon. member for Oxford
with reference to Americans establish-
ing factories in Canada. I know an
instance. One of the largest factories
vas estabhshed by Americans, but it
has suspended and thrown a large num-
ber of men out of employment. As a
manufacturer, and from my position
as representative of a large manufac-
turing town, which has contributed
largely in subsidising establishments,
I can say that we do not ask any ex-
clusive tariff, or anything but fair com-
petition with the United States. All
we require is to be placed upon an
equal fobting with the Americans, and
I think we will be able to produce
goods as cheap as they. At pre-
sent we are working at a dis-
advantage. The rolling mills in To-
ronto, Kingston and Montreal have
had to stop on account of our
inability to compete with their bar
iron. We give scrap iron to the Amer-
icans and purchase it back again in
bars. I may mention a number of
articles which are imported here free.
Mill machinery generally is admitted
ut a rate of 10 per cent., but the larger

Mr. ORTON. -

portion comes in free. Such an ar-
rangement does not give us a fair
chance of competing with them. Agri-
cultural implements are also, toagreat
extent, admitted free. All a man has
to do to import these articles free is to
belong to an Agricultural Society.

Had we the same scope of' markets
the A mericans have, we could compete
with them even with the disadvan-
tages we now labour under. It takes
a long time to educate our workmen
into skilled mechanics, and every coun-
try has to go through the preliminary
stages before becoming great in manu-
factures. England was protective
until she was enabled, through her su-
perior workimen and machinery,to comn-
pete with the world. Canada should
take a lesson from that, and our states-
men should remember that it is not
until manufacturing industries are
prosperous that we shall rise to be a
great nation. A great deal has been
said about the agricultural interests,
but it should be borne in mind that if
the manufacturing interests are
crippled farmers would suffer to a great
degree. The Government makes every
effort to bring immigrants to our
shore, and yet we have not em-
ployment for our young men who have
served their time as mechanics, who
go to the other side to get higher
wages and steadier employment. I
hope the motion will be the means--
although I do not suppose it will be
carried-of bringing the matter fully
before the country, and that by another
Session of Parliament the people will
render such an opinion as to induce
the Government to take measures to
aid and foster our manufacturing in-
terests.

Mr. SINCLAIR--I am gld this
question has been brought before the
House in a proper manner. We have
had a great deal of discussion, bat now
we have the matter fairly before us,
and I hope there will be a square vote
upon it. As far as I understand, the
manufacturers are the only class that
are looking to this House for relief
from the existing depression,. but if
we look abroad, we shall find other
classes are suffering as much as they
are. I believe the mercantile and lumber
interests are as much depressed as any,
but persons engaged in these branches
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know perfectly well that we cannot
legislate in their behalf, and therefore
they have not applied to us for relief.
The manufacturers claim that the
want of protection is the cause of the
depression. When the Committee to
report upon the state of manufactures
sat in 1874, Mr. W. E. Sanford, mem-
ber of a large wholesale clothing firm
in Hamilton, stated that our prices
were fully 12½ per cent. lower than
those of the United States, which has
a protection of 100 per cent. I think
that is an admission which shows
clearly that the more protection manu-
facturers have the higher goods are.
It has been stated that protection will
not increase the price of manufactured
art"icle«. I can hardly conceive that

-h would be found to be the fact in
practice, and it will be difficult to con-
vince any person that such will be the
case.

I find here another man who was
very honest in his expression. He was
asked how many of them would under-
sell each other. He said about one-
half dozen. Then there would be a
union amongst them to keep up the

prices of their goods. " We are oblig-
ed," be said, " to unite to keep up the
prices of goods." If you give an ad-
vantage to anybody, no matter whether
ie be a farmer, manufacturer or lum-
berman, you must expect him to make
the most of his position. The farmers of
Canada were not included in this resolu-
tion, and therefore the hon. member
for Centre Wellington cannot support
it. I think ifthe farmers of Canada were
left alone they would be better pleased.
They do not want anything of the
kind, and I think if the mercantile cem-
munity and the lumbering classes gain-
ed anything by it, and ifthe tariff was
raised to a protective tariff then the
business of the country would be placed
in the bands of a few wealthy manu-
facturers an importers about our sea.
coast. If you raised it to 25·, the per
centage asked for, you will find that the
vholesale business will be in the hands

ofone or two people. In Great Britain,
wbere free-trade is the order of the day,
you find goods at low prices through
competition; but the manufacturers are
combining by every possible means to
keep down the wages of their
employés. This was a very serious

question with British statesmen-to
settle labour and capital-and it is
only of late years that they have been
able to accomplish anything in that
direction which is at all satisfactory. At
present, Great Britain with free-trade
is in the most prosperous condition,
and manufacturers at last have been
compelled to pay proper wages.
They took the ndvantage when-
ever they could, and we ought to
consider that it will be a difficult
matter for farmers to get the trade of
the country out of the bands of manu-
facturers and importers when once the
the latter have it. In the States, not
many years ago,the rail way,contractors
had got control of the railways, and the
farmers had great difficulty and would
not but for legislative pressure have
secured their rights. If we r.ise the
tariff to a protective point-and I am
glad the question bas come squarely
before the House-I think -t will bc
the hardest day for Canada she has
ever seen. I hope the tariff will be
kept at a revenue rate, even if it
might be necessary to make a revision
of the duties. If we have a protective
tariff we will drive away foreign com-
petition, and will at once give the
monopoly to manufacturers and wealthy
importers to make immense sums of
money. I hope there is intelligence
enough in the Ilouse to sec that the
country would prefer that the tariff
was lowered instead of increased. It is
rather high already for revenue pur-
poses. Some hon. member stated not
long ago, that the Govern!ïient ought to
make a change on aceount of the depres-
sion. I beg to differ. The more the
tariff 'is kept to one standard the better
for business men, as they- would
have a sure basis upon which to
make their engagements. I fully agree
with the Government in not meddling
with the tariff at present, because I
do not believe it had anything
to do with the depression. Legisla-
tion did not brng it and legislation
cannot cure it. Countries with free-
trade are stiffering, and the United
States with a heavy protective tariff
of 100 per cent. upon some articles felt
the depression sooner and to a greater
extent than Canada. It is impossi-
ble to beheve that a protective tariff
would remedy the depression. I am

Su(pply. (MaRnon 7, 1876.]



488 Sapply.

glad the vote is to be taken on a clear
issue, as I cannot vote for a protective
duty.

Mr. COOK-I will not detain the
House very long. Probably I would not
have spoken but for the remarks of
the hon. member for Carlton. I ain
puzzled to know how lumbermen can
be protected unless you give them a
bonus. Nearly everything used in
their operations is imported. M\ost of
the provisions are imported.

Mr. PALMIER rose to a point of
order. The hon. gentleman was re-
ferring to a previous debate.

Mir. SPEAKER said the hon. genî-
tleman was out of order.

Mir. COOIC continued-The mover
of this amendment stated that he had a
conversation with some lumbermen
who told him that it was to the inter-
est of the trade that it should be pro-
teeted, and that, although most of the
articles which they used were subject
to an increasing rate of duty in recent
years, they were not any dearer on that
account. The great staple article used
is pork, of which we import very largely
for the use of the shanties. There is a
specific duty of $2 per barrel upon pork,
and an ad valorem duty of 7½ per cent.
upon the barrels, which brings itup to a
considerable sum. Some arguments
may be used by hon. members who re-
present the lumbering trade in this
H1ouse, that from the fact of the im-
portation of lumber it is necessary to
protect that trade. In 1871 there
was a volume of importation into
this country, subject to an ad valorern
duty of 17J por cent., of $51,403.

In 1875 we find the quantity had very
much increased, the amount ofdutiable
lumber being $396,086. There was
exported from Canada in 1871, lumber
amounting to $213,352,211; in 1872,
$23,685,382; in 1873, $28,586,816;
in 1874, $26,817,715. In 1875, when
thero was such depression, especially
in the lumber trade, we find $24,781,-
780, making for the last five years,
$126,224,904 of lumber exported. It was
stated that there should be duties on
lumber imported from Michigan, but I
would like hon. gentlemen to know
that most of the lumbermen in
Michigan are Canadians. When they

Mr. SINCLAIR.

bring their lumber to Q.ibec we have
the benefit of the carrying-trade and
the money being left here. The
am)unt of money invested in the lum ber
trade, less that which was passed out
fOr manufacture, made a volume of
$27,000,000, or nearly one-third of the
wholo floating capital of the Daminion
of Canada.

A vast anount of money is invested
in mills and in the operations of the
lumber trade, in which, according to
the census of 1871, there were in-
terested directly about 250,000 people
of this country; thon perhaps there is
double this number indirectly in-
terested in it. The great depression
that exists has been without doubt due
to over-nnnufacture and the falling off
in the demand of the American and
home markets, where the commercial
crisis bas been still more severe than
here. This interest should be fairly
dealt with by hon. members. The
Finance Minister very properly said
that it was only second in importance
to ary industry in the Dominion. and
I accordingly hope that this resolution
will be supported by such a minority
that ail who propose a protective tariff
will abandon the project.

Sir JOHN- A. MACDONAID-Mr.
Speaker -y hon. friend from Montreal
West and myself row in the same boat
for a similar purpose. My hon. friend
was fortunate enough to catch your
eye first, and on the whole I an rather
pleased that ho was successful in so at-
tracting your attention, because it was
of infinitely moi e importance that an
hon. member occupying his position in
Parliament should move such a resolu-
tion than that I or any member of the
regular Opposition should have done
so. It is a fair, straightforward and
perfect want of confidence motion in
the policy of the Government. It is
a censure upon its policy, and while
this might be expected from those who
like myself have not the good fortune
to place implicit confidence, or any
great confidence, in the Administration,
the position of my hon. friend adds to
its significanee. He recently came
to Parliament-and he was recently
elected as a supporter of the present
Administration, as it were, by my hon.
friend at the head of the Government,
as his spe3ial canlidate for West Mon.
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treal. If rumor speaks true, m*y hon.
friend the First Minister used all bis
blandishments for the purpose of indue-
ing my hon. friend from Montreal
West to cast aside his modesty and
come forward again into public life ;
he succeeded, and, therefore, we may
fairly suppose that the hon. gentle-
nian had a warrant from my hon.
friend the First Minis ter to speak on
behalf of the Government to the
people* of Montreal, and these whose
sufïrages he was seeking had a right to
believe, when lie was speaking and
avowing his sentiments on this subject
of free-trade and protection, that he
spoke with the sanction, with the know-
ledge, and not only without the disap-
probation, but with the positive appro-
bation of the hon. nem ber, the leader
of the Government, and so of' all the
mniembers of the Cabinet. I am not
surprised, therefore, at the deep feeling
which my hon. friend froni West
Montreal has shown; he, I have no
doubt, felt, and still feels, that lie was,
beyond question, made the means of
deceiving the people of Montreal when
he asked their suffrages as a supporter
of this Administration, and at the same
tine a supporter of the Protectionists
and nmanufacturers. There must have
been soie rmisapprehension in this; my
hon. friend at the head of the Govern-
ment, I take it, did not design to de-
ceive my hon. friend or convey false
impressions; but it is a most unfortu-
nate circumstance - a cireumstance
which has worked badly for my hon.
fi-îend from Montreal West, and, obvi-
ously, greatly to the injury of the man u-
facturers and importers, and every
commercial interest of this country-
that this misapprehension shouild
have existed. My hon. friend
was misled, not intentionally, of
course, by the head of the Gov-
ernrment, and not only so, but he
was also misled when he supposed
that he was speaking with the autho-
rity and sanction of the Administration,
under the shadow and wing of the
Premier, and was making the positive
statements lie did during his candida-
ture, at his election and after bis elec-
tion, inducing not soiely the people
of Montreal but of the whole Dominion
of Canada to understand that the Go -
ernment had adopted a policy of afford-

ing some relief to the manufacturers of
Canada, and effecting some alterations
in the tariff. %

Sir, my hon. friend therefore feit it
due to bis own honour, as well as the
principle he pholds, to place on record
at the earliest possible moment bis vote
of censure as expressed in this resola
tion, regarding the policy of the Gov-
vernment. While, however, the tirst
portion of it commends itself to nie, I
think that the coneluding portion faills
fir short of the extent to which lie
oughtto have gone; and I think so, for
the reason given by mny hon. friend
from Centre Wellington a little while
since. While I consider that the hon.
member for Montreal West, when
pleading as it were on behalf of the
nanufacturers of thjis country, ought

to have gone further, and that oui'
agricultural interests should be in-
cluded in the motion, I will not pursue
the course of my hon. friend, who says
that ho will vote against this resolution
owing to that exclusion. I think that
he is mistaken, and I hope that he
will reconsider his position in that
respect.

Sir, I believe, that the manufaeturi)g
interests of this country, m their
present state of depression, require
the adoption of a policy similar to
that announced authoritatively as it
were by the hon. gentleman in
Montreal. I also think that the
agricultural interest of Canada re-
quires and calls for the protection,
which is spoken of; but, Sir, because
this resolution onily goes half way,
that is no reason why I should vote
against it. I shall be in favour of the
resolution of my hon. friend fron
Montreal West, and I shall endeavour
hereafter, when I have the opportunity,
to ex-tend the resolution in the direction
I hpve indicated. This resolution I
shall read at once as a notice to my
hon. friends opposite and the country
of what 1 intend to propose. When the
opportunity offers, during the course
of the present Session, I shall move
" That it be resolved, that this Ilouse
"regrets that His Excellencv the Gover-
"nor-General bas not been advised to
"recommend to Parliament a measure
"for the re-adjustment of the tariff,
" which will not only tend to alleviate
" the stagnation of business, deplored in
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" the speech from the Thronc, but also
"afford encouragement and protection
"to the struggling manlufacturers, and
"industries as well as the agricultural
"productions of the country."

This is the resolution, Mr. Speaker,
which if I had the good fortune to
have preceded my hon. friend from
Montreal West, I would have moved,
and which I intend to propose here-
after.

Now, Sir, at this late hour, and after
the long speeches already made, I do
not intend to enter into any long series
of remarks on the great theories of
free trade and protection ; but one
thing is very remarkable-that in all
this discussion, and in all the various
discussions which have taken place
since the beginning of the Session, hon.
members, or some of them, think
that free-trade is political economy.
Political economy in a great science ;
and a tentative science, as yet
experimental - a science which
embraces in connection with the
politicai system, in the widest terms,
all that concerns the material progress
and prosperity of a nation and of all
nations. Free -trade is a very subor-
dinate branch of it, but it is a branch;
it has been elevated, and it was raised
in the time of Cobdcn, owing to the
great success of free trade in bread,
almost to be a religion, and since his
death it almost seems that it has been
degraded into a superstition ; but, Sir,
free trade, as has been said again and
again ad nauseam, mu t be recipro-
cal.- Free trade, frec intercourse
between nations, means what the word
expresses; it does not signify that one
nation must bind the other to that
phrase, without regard to disturbing
causes, or the situation of the nation
itself, or of foreign nations, or the
ditference of tarif. Free-tiade does
not niean that a country. under all
circumstances, must open its doors
to all nations, no inatter what thoir
customs may be, no matter what
their tinancial system may be, and
without exercising any judgment, or
using any guard, or eimploying any
protection with regard to the country
itself; this is not the opinion of any
really great Political Economist.
This view is perhaps held by the
minor lights of the Manchester School;

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

but the great Political Economists have
always admitted the existence of dis-
turbing causes, and have always held
that there are other things as
important, and more important to
a nation, than the mere aggrega-
tion of wealth, and the supremacy
of free trade or protection. The
collective interests of a nation must
be considered. They are various,
and a nation inust stand on its own
ground. Theorists, with regartto free
trade, have laboured under a misappre-
hension, and have advocated a f*alse
science, opposed to the protection of'
the industries of a country under any
circumstances. Now, that is not the
opinion, as we all know, of John Stuart
Mill. His celebrated passage, in his
book, which has been so often quoted,
I will quote agan. It has been repeat-
ed by him in the last edition of his >ook
in the saine words that it was in
the first. His position has been attack-
ed; I myself have heard it assailed by
political economists in the Political
Economy Club, in England; but this
man, suporior, as we have been inform-
ed by the hon. member for Welland, to
Adam Smith, lays down in this work,
which he leaves as his legacy, the
principle that there are circumstances
connected with the manuflacturing iri-
terests of a nation which not only
excuse, but justify protection.

Mr. YOUNG-Two years ago when
the question was up with regard to
beet-root sugar, I quoted that very
statement of Mills. My right hon.
friend declared that on second thoughts
and on the advice of his friends, Mr.
Mills had withdrawn that passage from
his book.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD--Thc-
hon. gentleman must be mistaken. If
he turns up the last edition of this,
book he will find it there. The hon.
gentleman is altogether wrong. Ths
is the passage:-

" The only case in which, on mere principles
of political economy, protecting daties can be
defensible, is when they are imposed temopor-
arily (especially in a young and rising nation)
in nope of naturalizing a foreign industry iii
itself, perfectly suitable to the circumstances
of the country. The superiority pf one country
over another in a branch of production often
arises only from having begun it sooner. There
may be no inherent advantage on one part, or
disadvantage on the other, but only a present
superiority of acquired skill and experience.
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A country wh:ch has this skill and experience
yet to acquire, may in other respects be better
adapted to the production than those which
were earlier in tûe field, and besides, it is a
just remark of Mr. Rae, that nothing has a
greater tendency to promote improvements in
any branch of production then its trial under a
new set of conditions. But it cannot be ex-
pected that individuals should at their own
risk, or rather to their certain loss, introduce a
new manufacture and bear the burthen of car-
rying it on until the producers bave been
educated up to the level of those with whom

-the processes are traditional. A protecting
duty, continued for a reasonable time, wili
sometimes be the least inconvenient mode in
which the nation can tax itself for the support
of such an experiment. But the protection
should be confined to cases in which there is
good ground of assurance that the industry
whicb it fosters will after a time be able to dis-
pense with it ; nor should the domestic pro-
ducers ever be allowed to expect that it will
be continued to them beyond the time neces-
sary for a fair trial of what they are capable
of accomplishing."

This is the principle laid down by
Miii, the leader of the modern school
ofpolitical economy in England, a Free-
Trader in the bestsense of the word. I
say this extractl have now read applies
to the circumstarces of Canada. We
are a young country, just emerging
from the first struggleswith the forest.
*We have but little realized capital as
yet; the manufactures of the country,
with a few small exceptions, having
scarcely taken root. They are lying
alongside of a country which has had
the advantage pointed out by Mr.
Mill, of having commenced first. The
manufactures of the United States
have been going on for a long period
of time, and large amounts of capital
have been realized : all these things we
have to fight, in addition to the fact of
our industries being in their infincy,
and the other disturbing influences not
alluded to by Mr. Mill, which add to
the reasons why our manufactures have
the same right to be encouraged that the
child has to look to the parent for
guidance until able to walk alone.
Mr. Mills, the Free-Trader, goes much
further than many gentlemen in this
House who will vote against the reso-
lution. He does not speak of a
revenue tariff which would afford
incidental protection to our manufac-
turers as being justifiable, but lie lays
down the broad principle to encouiage
native industries; if they are fitted for
the circumstances of the climate, soil
and people of a country, protection
ought tb be given, and is justified on

tke true principl3s of political econ
omy.

But we hear hon. gentlemen say it
is not for the interest of the manufac-
turers themselves to have protection.
It wouldcreate monopolies, and mono-
polies bring on apathy and lethargy.
If Mr. Mills thought it was not in the
interest of the manufacturers to proteet
them, he would not have said so in the
passage I have read. He holds it out
for the purpose of encouraging infant
manufacturers in their struggling
state, and lays it down that it is not
only excusable and defensible, but
justifiable. He thought reasonable
protection would be for the benefit of
the manufacturers themselves ; but in
this country we are not called upon
to break our heads upon theories. We
know perfectly well in the circum-
stances of this Dominion, a young
country extending from sea to sea,
almost without bounds, that the devel-
opment and improvement of our
resources, the great works that will
be undertaken by the country, will
for long after we who are here will be
no more, call for a large revenue. If
this be true, as a matter of course in
the adjustment of the tariff taxation
should be so imposed as to do the least
harm and the most good. We cannot
have in a young and comparatively
poor country like this, direct taxation.
We have handed that source
of revenue over to the Local
Legislatures and municipalities.
When you take our local rateS
and the certainty that in the not dis-
tant future the Local Legislatures
must resort to direct taxation, you will
sec that source of revenue will not afford
hopes of our being able to resort to it.
We must trust to our customs, therefore,
as the principal source of our future
revenue. Now, what can be more rea-
sonable than to so adjnst the tariff for
revenue purposes that it will enable
us to meet our engagements, and to de-
velop our resources, the duties falling
upon the articles we ourselves are cap-
able of producing. The Goveri ment
of which I was a member since 1Ô4
pursued the same course. Tbey laid
down this principle, that the taxation
should be adjusted in such a way as to
be as little burdensome as possible
upon the people, and be placed on
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those articles which we can profitably
proluce our-selves. That policy vas
laid down strongly by my colleague at
that time, the present Hon. Sir Alex:
Galt le laid down for us the principle
of a national policy, that we should
eDnsider our own intere.sts fonly, and
that in an adjustment of the tarif
we should e ideavor to foster all these
various industries of which I have
spoken. We steadily adherei in prac-
tice to that principle. Sometimes when
th", principle of fiee trade or a cry for
a reluction of the pressure of taxation
arose we had to yield. We were over-
borne occasionally, and had to make
some steps backward, but on the whole,
we held steadily to the principle and
carried it out as strongly and uniformly
as we could. We were forcedi at one
time to reduce the tariff to a consider-
able extent; at another time, not very
ibng ago, we took up the national
policy, which has been made a matter
of ridicule, and carried it, certainly not
by a large vote. With a very short
sighted policy on the part of the manu-
facturers of Canada that national policy
was opposed by ther. If they had
known their interest they would not
have joined in the attack made upon
it, and if they have, to a certain
degree, had it recoil on their heads, it
is because they opposed it so blindly.
I believed then, and I believe now, that
the two inust go hand in hand-that
vou cannot sever them. I believe it is
the interest of the agriculturist to
have a certain market at his own door.
I believe it is not in the interest
of the great agricultural commu-
nity to be forced to look
to a foreign market altogether for the
sources of their prosperity and for
their purchasers. I believe no na-
tion has ever heretofore, or will ever
hereafter, rise to any eminence in
civilization, the arts and sciences, or
prosperity of any kind, unless it hon-
ours agriculture and encourages manu-
facture. To be sure, we heard from
the Finance Minister-a gentleman
whose parliamentary courtesy is only
exceeded by his financial ability-that
it would have the effect of driving
people from the country into the town.
It is not every man can be or likes to
be a farmer, and the man who is un-
willingly made one will always be a
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failure. There is no life in- the
world in my estimation more happy
and enviable than a farmer's, under
the circumstances in which he is placed
in Canada. It is a pleasant independent
life, bringing domestic happiness and
all that the expression implies, but
still, all men are not to be farmers.
There is the man of constructive
genius, who feels that his function in
life is to become an artisan or-
nechanic, to enter into a trade, or some
of the other various pursuits. These
aspirations of the young men of the
country are not to be checked or dis-
couraged. On the contrary, that
country is the best end will be most
prosperous where every man has the
utnost freedom to choose that mode of
life, and exercise the abilities God has
1given him freely and without limit.
It would be almost pedantic to refer
to the those of antiquity, but looking
at all those which have been civil-
ized in the earliest history, sacred or
profane, you will find that wherever a
nation has merged fron barbarism
they have built up great cities. So it
is in modern times ; look at the Han-
seatic towns, the commercial cities of
Italy and the Low Countries. But it
is said, as a reason why we should not
encourage manufactures, that it has a
tendency to induce young men to leave
the country and go into the towns.
Why, the policy of the Governnent will
not keep the young men chained as
serfs of the soil in our land. Their
policy will not send then into our
towns, but into the towns of the United
States, where they encourage all kinds
of mechanical pursuits. We have
heard a great deal about'this "Chinese
wall." As I said a little while ago, the
principle of protection to a moderate
extent is justitiable, and the true prin-
ciple of political economy. Ifl you
build this wall it will be like a dam
which backs up the water of a stream
until it overflows the country and does
a great deal of mischief, but if the dam
is raised so as to allow a moderate part
of the water to go over, that water can
be used for fertilizing, manufacturing,
and for other good purposes. There-
fore, the proposition I would hold up is
simply that the dam should be raisel
high enough not to retain the water
altogether, for that would ravage the
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country instead of doing it a service,
but that we allow a certain amount of
the stream to percolate over.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Do you
want to dam protection.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Mr.
Speaker, if you were a magistrate I
would take up the hon. gentleman for
swearing. But I tell the Hon. Finance
Minister that ho admitted there was
such a thing as a slaughter market,
and ho had too much reason to believe
our market was occasional ly used for
that purtpose. Now, our manufacturers
may be interfered with by this slaugh-
ter process from other sources, as has
been argued. When there is a depression
of trade in the neighbouring country,
goods must bc sold ; that happons also
in our own country. We see frequent-
ly in tine of great depression, similar
to the present, when merchants are
becominïg insolvent, every kind of
goods thrown upon the market, and
slaughtered, so to speak, to the great
injury of solvent traders. That cannot
be avoided, and it is right thàt it has
the compensatory advantage of giving
cheap goods to the purchasers. But it
gives no real compensating advantage
for the permanent real injury that is
done to the trade of the country by the
ruin of those merchants, and by the
want of confidence thus induced by the
spread of ruin, for the actual insol-
vent whose goods are slaughtered will
make other insolvents. 'But while we
cannot avoid that, and it is greatly to
be regretted that we cannot do so, we
can, to a great extent, regulate our
trade so as to protect our dealers
against the depression which exists in
the neighbouring country. When it
happons that there is a forced sale of
stocks in that country, in consequence
of which the honest trader is compelled
either to shut up his shop, or enter
into competition with insolvent estates,
it is possible so to regulate the tariff
as to protect our own people. But be-
sides the evil of making this country
a slaughter market, there is another
very serious one of sending goods into
this country for the purpose of bring-
ing down prices here, injuring
our manufacturers, and driving them
out of the market and afterwards
getting control of the market. It is

36

said that such a thing never happened.
Why, do we not see it happening in our
own country? Have we not seen, for
instance, one steamboat line trying to
drive off another steamboat line fer the
sake of gettng a monopoly? Did we
not see the Syracuse salt manufacturers
sending in their salt some years ago for
the avowed purpose of destroying our
infant salt works ? Do we not see at
this moment the ruinous competition
of two cables from Europe to Canada ?
Do we not see the Anglo-American
Company trying to sweep out the
Direct? Do we not know that in Eng-
land railways are run against each
other at ruinons rates for the purpose
of getting control of trade ? And thon
there are combinations of workmen all
over the world together with associa-
tions of employees of labor. We have
also the Iron Masters Association of
England, and the Iron Masters Associa-
tion at Pittsburgh in the United States,
both of which act as one man: and
therefore it is not strange that persons
in the United States think it to their in-
terest to crowd our market with their
goods for the purposes of destroying our
infant manufactures. If this is permit-
ted to go on, the confidence of our
manufacturers is destroyed, and their
capital lost, it may be years and
years before that confidence can be
restored and that capital replaced.
In the mean time, we shall have come
to take the goods of the foreign
manufacturers at their prices.

We are informed in the Speech from
the Throne that there is stagnation in
trade. We are informed, also, that
this has arisen, not from any fault of
our own, but in consequence of the de-
pression in trade that has taken place
in the neighboring country. That is
the statement which His Excellency
the Governor-General was advised by
the hon. gentlemen opposite to make
to this House, and if it be true, I say
that if there ever is a time when it is
lawful, or allowable, or 'Wise, or expe-
dient for a Government to interfere,
now is that time. Besides, the general
principle which I have been advocat-
ing, that our manufactures, being in
infancy, require encouragement till
they grow to majority, there is this
particular exigency to be considered.
There is an avowed and ad n d t 1 stag-
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nation; there is an avowed and admit-
ted depressioi in trade; and when this
is put along with the )rinciple I have
just mentioned, I say that if there ever
are eircumstances iii which the Govern-
ment is justitied in coming to the as-
sistance of those engaged in trade, they
exist now. In the cfirst place, our
manufactures are in their infancy ;
in the second place, there is a great
depression ; and in the third place,
there is an admitted deficiency in the
revenue. All these reasons combine
to show that the Government-a pater-
nal Government, which it is the boast
of the hon. gentlemen opposite that
they are-should intervene to alleviate
the misery (because it amounts to
misery) which now exists in this coun-
try, and to protect our credit. As to
what the delicieicy may be we cannot
tell. Strange to say, the Finance Min-
ister, in the long and able speech which
le made, did not state that, although
it was the purpose of that speech to
state what he estimated the revenue to
be, what he estimated the expenditure
to be, and what the deficiency was to
be if there was to be any deficiency. I
ask any hon. gentleman who heard
that speech, if he can tell me now what
the deficiency is to be on the lst of
July next. We are told that a system
of economy is to be followed, but how
can this House tell whether those
economies will be sufficient unless the
hon. gentleman tells us what the de-
ficiency will be ? For the hon. gentle-
man not to tell us was like performing
the play of "I lamlet " with Ilamlet
left out. I can only account for his
omitting togive us that information on
the supposition that his speech was
prepared for delivery before the Gov-
ernment changed their intention of
bringing down an alteration in the
tariff. I have heard it stated-I think
my hon. friend the Minister of Justice
stated it the other day-that the Gov-
ernment had had no intention of alter-
ing the tariff. Well, of course, my
hon. friend would not have stated that
if it were not true. It may be per-
fectly true that the Government did
not reduce the change to an Order in
Council, and that they did not submit it
to the Governor General. I assume that
something of that kind would have
would have justified the hon. gentle-

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

man in making that statement; but on
the whole the circumstances show
that the intention of the Government-
or at all events that the intention of the
leading members and the head of the
Government--was to bring down some
alteration in the tariff, and an altera-
tion in the direction of protection to
our manufacturers. Why, the member
for Montreal West stated in his place
that certainly the deputations which
waited on the members of the Gov-
ernment on their invitation left them
with the impression on their minds
that there was going to be an alter-
ation. Every one of those parties who
communicated on the subject with hon.
gentlemen opposite, left them with the
firm belief that an increase in the
tariff would be announced ; and I have
no doubt that when the member for
Montreal West made a statement to
that effect in Montreal, and afterwards
told us here he was too busy in con-
sidering the question of the tariff to
sit on the Committee of my hon. friend
from Bothwell, he must have thought
he had received sufficient information
to warrant him, as a public man and as
a trader, in making that announcement.
Some of those gentlemen too whom I
saw up here the other day from Mon-
treal, one of them I was told was a lead-
ing Grit, said it was an insult to them.
We have been asked,he saidin Montreal
to make some suggestions about the
alterations inthe tariffand we interested
ourselves in that subject, and if the
Government had had no intention of
making an alteration in the tariff, why
did they give us the trouble of address-
ing ourselves to such a task ?
Why ask us to go into the question of
the tariff at all? Why ask the hon.
member for 3Montreal West to go and
study the matter, if the Government
had not come to the conclusion to
make any alteration ? Why should hon.
gentlemen have allowed it to go abroad
that they intended to make a change,
to the great injury of the trade of the
country, for it is a fact that the slight-
est hint of that kind disturbs the
public confidence, and works instan-
taneous and direct mischief? As I in-
tend to make it my duty to ask this
House, if I am spared, to accept the
resolution I have already read, I shaH
not occupy the louse at this lafo

(COMXMONS.] Supply.



7 ]upply. 495

lour any longer, but just to say this,
rthat in this matter the Government
dost a great opportunity. The country
at one time believed, and always will
believe, that the Government had made
up their minds, until a few days ago,
to avail themselves of it. Men who can
put this and that together, and who
can draw inferences from facts, thought
it was the intention of the Govern
.ment, in some way or other, to come
forward with a measure of relief.
These gentlemen from Montreal said
they were received with great courtesy
bày the hon. gentleman at the head of
the Government, and he led them to
believe that he was only prevented by
the pressure of bis friends in Parlia-
ment, and the fear of not being sup-
ported by them, from bringing in such

.a measure. Now, I can scarcely be-
lieve that a pressure of that kind
would have induced then to change
their fixed policy. There are only two
solutions to the question why they
have acted as they have. One is this,-
that my hon. friend the Premier
desires to please the gentlemen from
,the Maritime Provinces by a return to
the free-trade principles which lie

-enunciated in Scotland. He was hamp-
ered on the one side by free trade
pledges which he made at Dundee and
elsewhere, and lie was hampered, on
the other hand, by promises made to his
friends in this country and by the sup-
posed necessity of electing my hon.
friend from Montreal West. He was
,also hampered by bis Sarnia speech.
le had a choice of difficulties. He
was a Free Trader in Scotland, and a
Protectionist in Montreal. Therefore,
my hon. friend was exceedingly glad
to have this pressure brought to bear
upon him, and he returned to his first
love--his Dundee love. He threw
over my hon. friend from Montreal
West, and made him the scapegoat,
and sacrificed him and his friends.
Perhaps there might be another object
-that when the ion. Premier came
to look at the difficulties of the tariff

Jie got frightened. He remembered
the horrible mess the Finance Mijnister
made of it the Session before last,and his
unsuccessful attempt to deal with the
various articles ; and my hon.
friend-joining perhaps in his secret
heart in that want of confidence which

si

everybody expressed in the Finance
Minister's ability to make a sufferable,
decent policy-was able to say to bis
colleagues, " Well, you see, these
"Maritime people won't vote for us, and
"this will be a good way of getting ont
" of the scrape." And so, notwithstand-
ing all the previous labours of
the different Boards of Trade,
and of the people from Mont-
real and elsewhere who were in-
vited to express themselves as to the
alteration of the tariff, and notwith-
standing the expectations held out by
my hon. friend froni Montreal West,
everything is thrown over, and here we
are back where we were last summer.
The hon. gentleman opposite has lost a
great opportunity. The country would
have been grateful if he had come for-
ward with a measure for its relief, and
I believe he might have expected the
hearty support of hon. gentlemen on
this side.

Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE - Hear !
hear!

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD - My
hon. friend smiles ironically. Per-
haps the hon. gentleman, judg-
ing from the manner in which he
acted when in Opposition, cannot
conceive it possible that any party,
rising superior to any party triumph,
could sacrifice party questions for the
good of the country. This is, however,
the principle which actuates us upon
this side. I am as strong a party man
as my hon. friend, and will go as far for
party as he; and parties can fight and
have their struggles, triumphs and
defeats so long as the country is not
made the victim and does not suffer.
But I say that that party is unworthy
to retain the confidence of the people
who, in their desire for victory, will
forget the country. That is not the
principle which actuates us on this side,
and I hope it will never actuate us.
sSurely there is a wide enough field to
fight political battles and urge political
principles without injuring the country.
My hon. friend must have felt in his
own heart that he might have expected
the strong support of this side to any
reasonable proposition that could have
been made for an incidental tariff to
protect our manufactures and give
them some aid, some alleviation, com-
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fort and assistance in this time of
dig~ ress.

The manufacturers of this country
have been hoping against hope. Some
have been working half-time, some
three-quarters time, and some have
scarcely been keeping their doors open,
hoping and believing they would get
assistance; and now at this last mo-
ment, just as they thought the time of
relief was coming, just when their
tether was strained to the ut-
Most, when they were keeping on
their work-people--not by spending
their own money---but by their credit
and by pledging their resources, in the
hope and belief that they were going
to get assistance from the Government,
no aid was given. The disappointmcnt
was dreadful, and there was deep in-
dignation--curses not loud but deep---
at this heartless policy which led them
up to the very last moment to expect
relief, and at the last mornent, oving
to some apprehended difficulty which
if faced manfully would have disap-
peared, they were disappointed, and
the manufacturers and those who
depended upon then, the working
people and their fanilies, were left
in a state of suspense, and now
almost in a state of despair. But not
only are the manufacturers-who had a
right to expect that they would be
assisted-not only are they driven to
despair by the callous timidity of the
Government, but the merchants in
every city and town in the Dominion,
who thought and believed from the
assurances of the Government, from
the inferences they drew, that there
would be an alteration in the tariff,
pledged their credit in order to get
their goods out of bond, and that is a
great addition to the commercial suf-
ering, depression and stagnation which
exists in the country.

This Government had an oppor-
tuity which may never offer itself
again. Notwithstanding their very
many faults, which have ripened to
maturity in a very short time, if they
had come forward with a measure of
the kind I indicate, and which was
indicated by my hon. friend, and by the
motion I had the honour to read just
now, the country would have condoned
all their offences and given them
plenary absolution for all their sins of
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omission. They would have spoken
with renewed confidence, and held their
position, and we would have been left
in the cold shades of Opposition year
after year. They would retain the con-
fidence of the country by having
corne forward, in the time of neect,
commercial stagnation, ruin and misery,
to the rescue. It is no compensation to
us that this mistake, this gravest error
of the hon. gentleman opposite,
will redound to the credit of the Oppo
sition. I know and feel that it is no
compensation to us that the party to
which I belong are very many steps
nearer a return to power than they
were a week ago, in consequence of the
Government having adoptedthis policy.
It is no consolation to us. It were
infinitely botter that the Government
should have been sustained for years
and years if they had come forward at
this time of trouble to the relief of the
country, the relief of the manufàc-
turers, the operatives and their starving
families.

I have spoken principally about
manufacturers, as the resolution of my
hon. friend is confined to th e protection
of that interest. I am sure it can be
shown that the agricultural interests
have the same rights as the manufac-
turing and the same claim on this
House. Although not a farmer myself,
nor the representative of a rural con-
stituency, from the position I hold I
am overladen with correspondence from
rural constituents and from the fArmers
of the country-rmen whom I know to be
farmers and not amateurs-real, hardy,
intelligent sons of the soil. They all
point in one direction-that the farmers,
are now awaking to their claim, partly
sentiment I admit, but partly from a
spirit of justice, and that they will no
longer suffer Canada to be flood-
ed with American agricultural pro-
ducts, whilst our productions are lit-
erally excluded from crossing their
borders. But I shall not enter upon
that subject now, but bring it up
on a future occasion. It is not
because this resolution does not go as
far as I wish, and does not embrace all
classes, that I do not vote against it ;
and I call upon all those who are in
favour of agricultural protection to-
come forward and assist the manufac-
turers first and they will have a claim
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upon them afterwards. Let both these
interests go together, and not even the
strength of my hon. friends opposite,
nor the strength of the majority be-
hind them, can withstand them.

I believe confidently, as I said before,
that that majority, if the Premier had
used a little more of his ordinary cour-
age,would have followed him in this di-
rection just as blindly as they are now
following him to the injury of the
country, and the injury of himself and
friends when they return to their con-
stituents. Believing thoroughly and
sincerely in what I say, I venture to
affirm that if to-morrow there was an
appeal made to the people on this ques-
tion, the answer would be returned
from one end of the country to the
-other in favor of the policy I advocate,
against the culpable and I was going
to say almost senseless policy proposed
by the Government on this occasion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I congra-
tulate my right bon. friend on having at
last found some resting place which ho
may call a policy. It is true lie has only
brought his goods to a slaughter mar-
ket, but he says lie will be able to drive
British competition firom Canada in a
very short time, although he has not
told us what that interesting process
means. The hon. gentleman bas not
Indulged in any of the extreme state-
monts which he made at public
meetings where there were none to
zanswer'him-where he attributed the
commerial and manufacturing distress
wholly to the Government. Why,
ho attributed every kind of misfor-
tune, including the Colorado bug, to
the presence of a Grit Government.
The hon. gentleman has very carefully
abstained to-day, and will continue to
abstain, I have no doubt, in this House
from imputing any disaster like that
to anything that the Government has
done or is about to do. But, Sir,
before proceeding to discuss some of
the matters the right hon. gentleman
referred to, let me call the attention of
everyone for a moment to bis remarks
regarding John Stuart Mill. The hon.
gentleman may not have made the
statement that my hon. friend from
Waterloo attributed to him, but he
may find, if he recalled a certain cir-
enmstance, that he might have done
so. He must surely remember

that even John Stuart Mill wrote
a letter to Mr. Greeley, of New
York, withdrawing that passage from
his book. He may remember the dis-
appointment felt by the Protectionists
of the United States with reference to
Mr. Mill's passage-how they distorted
it, when Mr. Mill really withdrew it,
and expressed his regret that it had
ever been put in. But in order to
make doubly sure, I had the pleasure
last summer of meeting with a well
known English writer-whom the
hon. gentleman no doubt knows-Mr.
Newmarsh, an intimate friend of Mr.
Mill; and I called his attention to
this circumstance, sitting at the
dinner table one day in London. He
said: " Oh, yes ; that is well known.
" We ail expresssed our exceeding
"regret to Mr. Mill that the passage
"should have been written, as it was
"liable to be misunderstood. He with-
"drew it, however, unmistakably and
"completely." So Mr. Mill cannot be
quoted. I will call the attention of the
hon. gentleman to Mr. Newmarsh. I
have no doubt he (Mr. Newmarsh) will
recall the conversation which took
place at Mr. Potter's dinner-table.

lon. Gentlemen-Hear ! hear !
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - I don't

understand the "hear, hears " of hon.
gentleman.

Siir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Was
the hon. gentleman going to "Potter's
Field ?"

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - Both the
right hon. gentleman and I were going
to Potter's Field one day, but he has
gone there now, and is likely to
remain there. Now, Sir, the right hon.
gentleman has taken the ground to-
night that he bas always advocated-a
national policy. Weil, Sir, who doesn't
advocate a national policy ? Who is
there that never did ? The right hon.
gentleman considers that he advocates
a national policy which was right and
that nobody else was capable of doing
so. Every Government bas advocated
a national policy. We have expected
in this country that a revenue tariff
was a desirable financial policy. Under
many circumstances I would not agree
with that. But in consequence of our
geographical position 1 have been
driven to agree to it. I have never
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wavered in my adherence to free-trade
doctrines. I am amazed to hear the
hon. gentleman say thet free-trade is
not even an important fact in political
economy.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I did
fnot say that. My expression was not
synonymous. I said it was a branch
and a subordinate branch of political
economy.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I can only
say that I am surprised that any politi-
cal student should say that the entire
freedom of commerce and trade is a sub-
ordinate part of political economy.
Why, Sir, I believe it is the very
height of political economy. I believe
there is nothing that conduces somuch
to the welfare of a great people as to
have entire freedom of commerce.
Who does not recollect when British
shipping was hampered with all kinds
of harassing legislation ? Who does not
remnem ber when British shipping was
not able to move about in the harbour
without great annoyance, simply be-
cause the tonnage dues were imposed
according to the size of the deck ? Who
does not know that whilst this tonnage
was in existence, whilst this embarass-
ing protection lasted, whilst every
British port was shut to every foreign
vessel, and when British owners de-
manded British shipping for them-
selves, whilst no American ship eould
go to a British port or to a port of one
of its colonies-who does not renember
that the United States showed their
power as an able nation, and that they
were rapidly outstripping British shii p-
ping. But the moment the ports
were thrown open to all parts
of the world, and foreign ves-
sels traded with Glasgow, London,
Leith, Hull, Liverpool, or Quebec with
the same ease as the British shipping-
when the tonnage laws were repealed,
when there was perfect and complete
open competition for all kinds of ship-
ping-who does notknow, what student
of political economy and history does
not know, that from that moment
British shipping took a start for-ward
that has never been checked to this
hour. My hon. friend behind me the
other day said the check to American
shipping was caused by the war in the
United States. No doubt the war did
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a great deal of injury to the shipping.
but it is a fact that the American ship-
ping declined more rapidly after the-
war than during the war. It is
a fact, as shown by a state-
ment recently published, that thef
foreign trafhe of the United States
carried by American ships is at this
moment less than it was at the closing
year of the war, shewing that at the
time of the excessive protection, where
protection is admitted as a principle,
that the shipping is being rapidly
destroyed, while on the other hand theý
shipping of Great Britain and her
colonies promise to soon absorb the
eritire foreign commerce of the world.
And yet the right hon. gentleman says
that freedom ofcommerce is but a subor--
dinate part of political economy. But
the right hon. gentleman guards him-
self; he goes for moderate protection.
At one part of bis speech he would
seem to indicate definitely that
he had decided to adopt protection
as his political creed, but he took care
to qualify this. He says he favours a
moderate protection, and he illustrated
it by suggesting that it would be a
very good thing to let a littie water
ont of our lake in order to drive ma-
chinery, but it would be very disastrous
ifwe let the whole lake out, as it would
sweep the whole machinery away. I
am afraid bis illustration is unfortu-
nate ; for if a little protection will drive
trade a little, a great deal of protection
will sweep away the trade altogether.
The right hon. gentleman admits this
by bis illustration, if it neans anything;
and the hon. gentleman is right. It
would be the worst thing that could hap)
pen to adopt protection as a principle,,
because that means that everybody
must be protected alike, or else some
person is to suffer injustice. Who isto
suifer injustice? The righ t hon.gentle-
man says Canada is young, and that it
must be led gently until it grows up
to nanhood, and able to take care of
itself. But who is to be its nurse?
Who is to take care of the child ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD--It's
dry nurse!

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---A very
dry nurse! The hon. gentleman re-
minds one of the man standing in a.
tub and trying to lift himself by the,
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two handles. If protection is to be
adopted as a policy, and all parties are
to be protected, then we are the worse
for the protection by the cost of pro-
tection itself. If, on the other hand,
only certain classes are to be protected,
I want to know what the classes are.
To whom is the protection to apply ?
The hon. gentleman took a great deal
of care to tell of his interest in the
farmers. And, unfortunate man! he
has his post office box crammed every
day with letters from distressed farmers
calling for protection. I only wish he
would send me a dozen of them to read.
It is very unfair that all the distressed
farmers should go to the hon gentle-
man and never to myself. I represent
one of the largest and richest farming
constituencies iii Canada, I believe.
It is one of the largest in population and
area, and one of the best farming dis-
tricts, and yet I have not received one
letter from any of my farming constitu-
ents complaining that we were not pro-
tecting them. The fact is, farmers in
my c nrntv are an intelligent class.
They know as much as my hon. friend
from Kingston with reference to pro-
tection. The farmer knows that it is
the merest sham thrown in to delude
the people. He knows it is merely
trying to coat over the pill with sugar.
But surely my hon. friend will give
the farmers of this country more credit
than to imagine that a few honied
phrases and pleasing expressions
are sufficient to seduce them
from a sound policy, and to induce
them to adopt a protection policy.
But the right hon. gentleman says it is
a shame that the Government of the
country should permit the United
States to crowd their cereals into this
market to the injury of our farmers.
Does the right hon. gentleman pretend
to say that it is possible to affec.t the
price of wheat of these markets by
wheat being sent from the United
States. Does not my right hon. friend
know very well that wheat comes here
as merchandise, and makes us the
richer by the carriage? What was
our canal system constructed for ?
Was it merely to carry wheat
from the borders of Lake Hiuron ? Did
he mean that every person who estab-
lished a mill should grind Canadian
wheat and Canadian wheat only ? If

we adopt a protective system it would
shut out all trade froin other countries
and compel us to trade with one ano-
ther in any way we thouglit best.

The hon. gentleman did not venture
to deal with another particular ques-
tion; he did not tell the House, as lie
was bound to do, in what way we
should provide a revenue if this policy
were adopted. I was cenipelled, as a
member of the Adrministration, to listen
to every representation made to the
Government durino the last few
months; and it gave me a great deal
of pleasure to receive the deputations
on this subject with couirtesy and kind-
ness. I hope that I gave no one any
reason to complain in this regard. But
it seems that the very fået that I did
so receive these deputations is niow
turned against mle, and 1 an told
that, on this account, these deputa-
tions had good reason to believe
that I intended to accede to their
wishes; this is indeed a new doctrine.
"But suppose that we do adopt this pro-
tective policy," I asked orne of these
deputations. "You represcented a cer-
tain manufacture." I will not men-
tion, for I do not desire to state names.
He answered, "Yes." "Very well,"
I said, "if the duty is increased, what
will be -the result. Let us talk busi-
ness regarding this matter. You want
7½ per cent more protection ?" " Yes."
"Wellhow willthatbenefityou?" "Oh!"
he replied, "itwill raise the price." "But
how will it raise the price," I con-
tinued, "if they are now able to com-
pete with yo from the United States,
unless you exclude their articles."
" Ah ! " he rejoined, " it will exclude
their goods." "Oh! then you will
destroy oar revenue with respect to
this article to the extent of $175,000;
how will you replace it ?"

Sir, there was no answer; and
this question the right hon. gentle-
man is bound to answer, if le is bound
to give his policy .to the House, as he
seeins obliged to do. So it will be with
almost every article; to the extent a
revenue tariff is abandoned, and a pro-
tection policy adopted, the revenue of
the country is destroyed, and must be
supplied in some other way. The hon.
gentleman says that in the Act of Con-
federation lie gave away the power' of
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direct taxation to the local govern-
ments, but I do not agree with that.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD- -Oh,
no! I did not say that. What I stated
was, that power was given to the local
legislatures and municipalities, and
that if we exercised it as well, it would
amount to confiscation.

Hon.Mr. MACKENZIE--That is very
true. I would like to see my hon. friend
adopt his protective policy. I do not
wish him any ill, but if I did I could de-
sire nothing worse than to see him on
this side announcing a protective policy,
and the imposition of a poll tax on the
people, in order to make up for the
taxation required to carry on the Gov-
ernment. I would like to see him
carry it out.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
dare say you would.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-And J tell
the hon. gentleman that it would have
delighted him two or three days ago,
if he had us bringing down such a
policy as would have made this
course a necessary consequence.
That was what the hon. gentleman
desired and hoped.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
hon. gentleman raised the tariff from 15
to 1 per cent. That was a protective
policy; and yet it increased the revenue.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No, Sir;
that was purely a revenue policy.

Sir.JOHN A. MACDONALD--It was
both ; try another rise and to get more
revenue.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE -I would
much rather take a rise of my hon.
friend.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-You
have already.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--My hon.
friend says that I have already; I will
not do it again.

The increase from 15 to 17½ per
cent. was made in order to secure a
revenue policy.

It is quite true that I have always
said, as I reiterate now that so far
as such a policy encourages maun-
factures, I will not on that ac-
count complain. If the country was
so situated geographically that our
system of taxation could be so re-

Hon. Mr. MacKENZIE.

adjusted, I believe that nothing would
enrich it so much as to relieve trade
and commerce from every species of
restriction imposed upon them. I look
upon every restriction as regards trade
and commerce between man and man
as simply a relie of a barbarous age;
and if we are compelled in our fiscal
system, as is and will be the case as
long as our neighbours are so dia-
metrically opposed to the views I
personally hold, we must take this
means to raise the revenue. We re-
quire from Customs and Excise duties,
as I told my hon. friend from Mon-
treal - and so I tell him now-and
as I have always said in my
speeches at Hamilton, &c., the ne-
cessities of the country are such that
it is impossible that we can succeed in
raising sufficient revenue with less
than 15 per cent. And when I spoke
at Hamilton I remarked that my im-
pression was that we would soon
require an advance. This proved to
be the case, and we imposed an in-
creased tariff without hesitation; but
the Government were bound in this
particular juncture in our affairs to
consider whether it was possible to ob-
tain any more revenue by means of
an additional percentage on certain
classes of goods. It may be reason-
ably doubted whether it would be
possible, or if so at all, it would have
only been possible to the extent of
excluding certain articles from which
we now derive revenue, every cent of
which we require for our expenditures.
This was a policy which the Govern-
ment was bound to consider in the
interests of the country as well as in
the interests of manufacturers and
farmers.

It was a very easy thing for my right
hon. friend, in his position, to criticise
and to offer a policy which he knew
he would have no opportunity of put-
ting in force for many years to come,
if ever. This was a safe course topur-
sue; and if the right hon. gentleman
derived much pleasure from contem-
plating the effects of that policy among
the flarmers of the -country, then J am
sure that as far as I am concerned 4a
is quite welcome to it.

My right hon. friend also took serious.
objection to the policy of the Govern-
ment, because he said it had produce4:
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-serious derangement in trade in conse-
-quence of merchants having taken
their goods out of bond, in anticipation
of a change in the tariff. I have only
to say that the Government never
directly or indirectly stated to any-
one that the tariff would either
be advanced or lowered, and we would
have been as much to blame if we had
indicated to any person that we would
not alter it, as if we had announced
that a change would take place. The
Administration had no right whatever
to intimate anything that would give
any justification for derangement in
trade; but, Sir, it was very natural for
xny hon. friend from Montreal, and for
all men in his business who examined
the returns published in the Gazette.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Hear,
hear !

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-And who
knew that a deficit this year would be
inevitable.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD--Hear,
hear!

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It was
quite natural for them to suppose that
there would be a change in the tariff
in order to meet these circumstances,
.also that this agitation would increase,
as the time drew near for the meeting
of Parliament and the delivery of the
Budget Speech ; and that every
inan who could command the means
should withdraw his goods from bond,
to save himself from the disadvantage
of a possible increase. But for this no
Government could be held accountable
-no Government could be charged
with dereliction of duty merely because
people drew inferences from facts
that were published, not for that parti-
cular time only, but in accordance with
a custom that bad prevailed for years.
Only to this extent, Sir, is there any
excuse or justification for the right hon.
gentleman's assertion that we were in
any way responsible for such a state of
things.

I have no doubt that when my hon.
friend from Cumberland was Minister
of Customs, if there was any change in
the tariff-I do not recollect, that there
was-he found, repeatedly, questions
ýaddressed to him by letter; and the
hon. gentleman will remember, that

4luring the last two Sessions members

behind him put questions on the
paper enquiring what increase would

e placed on certain articles. People
did not consider that the Govern-
ment had no right-it would indeed
be a violation of their duty-to mako
any statement then either as to any
intention to create new duties, or let
the duties alone.

J was a little surprised,Sir, to hear the
right hon. member for Kingston speak
of my hon. friend's tariff measure, two
years ago, as to the mess made of
it ; but if the hon. gentleman should
hold his tongue about anything, it
should be with regard to making a
mess of a tariff, for who does not re-
member the time when we had one tariff
in the afternoon and another in the
evening ; and who does not know of
the right-about-face movement of the
right hon. gentleman ? I am not aware
whether my hon. friend was ever in
the army or not ; but if so, ho was
familiar with the manouvre of right-
about-face; and if there was ever a
right-about-face, it was shown in that
change of the entire tariff. I do
not think that the hon. member for
Cumberland was in the Cabinet at the
time when he was credited with
applying the whip very liberally from
behind, bringing the pressure to bear
upon the Government, which, it seems,
the people from the Maritime Pro-
vinces are always credited with using.
I believe that my hon. friend fromi
Cumberland did not then deny the
soft impeachment; but my hon.
friends from the Provinces do deny
the charge now made, and I also do
in their name. I saw many of these
gentlemen, who discussed the inatter
calmily and quietly with me. I heard
all their views, as well as the opinions
of many other members ; but no mem-
ber, nor any deputation from this
House, held out any threats of any
kind in this relation; and we have no
reason to doubt that any course the
Administration might pursue in the
interests of the country would be sup-
ported by their opponents in the House
as a general thing.

I have merely to say, in conclusion,
that the Administration will feel bound,
while they occupy these seats, to en-
deavour to administer the affairs of the
country in the interest of the great
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mass of the people; but, in so doing,
they cannot avoid, apparently, tram-
pling upon some interests which they
have no desire to treat in this manner.
And if commercial men at present im-
agine that we have wantonly neglected
their interests, and wantonly avoided
giving them any relief in our power, I
have only to state that it was impossi-
ble for any Government to give a more
earnest, serions, dispassionate and pro-
longed consideration to their interests
than they have done. .

The hon. gentlemen opposite say
that the course we have taken has
plaeed them many years nearer to
power than they were three weeks ago;
and this expression seemed to give the
hon. gentleman infinite pleasure, judg-
ing from the gusto with which he de-
livered it. Well, Sir, it was not neces-
Bary to affirm anything of that sort to
keep up appearanees; and I do not
grudge the hon. gentleman any little
satisfaction he may obtain by express-
ing such an opinion. Sir, I do not
care if in the exercise of our duty to
the country-for I believe that the
Government ought to act in the iate-
rests of the great mass-this course
brings the hon. gentleman nearer
to power or not I do not want to re-
tain power at the expense of prin-
ciple. And if it be the only object
of an Opposition or a political party to
get several stops nearer to power, why,
Sir, the hon. gentleman knows that
r ne of us might have occupied such a
positIon mary years ago. I believe
thàt we are firmer now than on the
day when the Finance Minister an-
nounced the policy of the Government.
The course we have pursued dissatisfies
some of our own political friends
in the iHouse, whom I grieve to
say are opposed to our policy;
but nevertheless, although it may
have alienated them in this or in
anything else, we have pursued
the only course open to us as a Gov-
ernment under the peculiar circum-
stances in which we were placed. I
believe that it will commend itself to
the House and country; and instead
of bringing my hon. friends opposite
several steps nearer to power-to that
power for whieh they long so much,
and which is ever on their lips -J am
Sonscious that it removes them a great

Hon. Mr. MAcKENZIE.

many steps further from it than they
were before; and if they attempt in
this country to act in the interests ofa
class instead of in the interests of the
whole people, the whole people will
not, Sir, sustain those who support a
partial principle.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre Toron-
to)--I think I must, in justice to my-
self, detain the House for two or three
minutes before a vote is taken. The
resolution of the hon. gentleman from
West Montreal is so worded that it,
must succeed in securing the votes of
those who have the most opposite opin-
ions. It propounds a principle with-
out defining a rate, and therefore those
hon. gentlemen who have the most op-
posite views may equally vote for it. I
may state, however, that this june-
turc is not the time to amend the
tariff. I listened with very great re-
gret, (as many hon. gentlemen did
in this House,) to the announce-
ment made by the Finance Minister of
his policy. I conceived that during
the recess he should have patiently,
prudently and carefully examined into
those industries that were languishing,
that he should have made provision
for them, and be prepared to an-
nounce a poliev that would meet
with general approval. I was dis-
appointed, and I am quite sure that
others were disappointed, and yet I
feel as others, must, that that policy
having been announced that the
changes in the tariff have, to a large
extent, been discounted, that the
spring trade being in the country
now being commercial, a change now
made might be most disastrous. I
have listeued to a great many speeches
in this House attacking positions that
were nover raised, and assailing a
policy that has never been suggested. I
have heard attacks on the policy of a
" Chinese Wall," nobody having pro-
posed such a policy. I believe no one
who advocated protection wished for
anything unreasonable, or anything
that would have been detrimntal to
the agricultural interests. or to any
other interest in this country;
but if carried out in the mild spirit
as proposed would have been pro-
ductive of the best results. While
gentlemen on this side of the louse-
have expressed their desire to foster
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languishing industries, so have gentle-
men on the Treasury Benches. I have
taken down for example the words of
the Finance Minister on the subject,
and before recording my vote I wish
to ask him what he means by the
following :-" I do fnot wish to lose
sight of the fair play due to our
manufactures." I wish to ask the
Minister of Finance if by these words
he understands that if new dangers
should arise to our industries, no
remedies are to be provided for those
dangers ? I wish to ask if, in the ever-
changing phases of trade, manufactures
languish, there are no remedies to be
found. I wish to know if there is
such an undue desire to pro-
vide for the nineteen-twentieths there
is no determination shown to make
provision for the other twentieth
The Minister of Finance said that
he was not prepared to legislate
for one-twentieth part of the popula-
tion to the exclusion of nineteen-twen-
tieths; but I ask whether if the latter
have riglits, the former do not also
possess them? If the hon. gentleman
would pause for a moment, he would
have thought that the class which has
invested eighty millions in plant and
in the development of the industries
of this country, annually expending
forty millons of dollars and employing
two hundred thousand persons were
entitled to consideration. If three pen-
sions are allowed to each of the 200,-
000, which would be a fair allowance
for each faimily, it would give a total
of 600,000, equal to more than one-
eighth of our population; and if you
add those who are dependant for sup-
port upon other industries, you have
as many more, or fully one-fourth of
our entire population interested in
manufactures. le will agree with me
that this is something more than one-
twentieth. I will simply ask in conclu-
sion, whether the Finance Minister will
announce to this House---because I hold
that a hasty adjustment of the tariff
would be a dangerous experiment-
whether after he has patiently investi-
gated and looked into the claims of
these languishing industries, he will
provide such measures as will save
them from destruction. It is due to me
that this question should be answered
before I record my vote.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-I do not
propose at this hour to enter on my
reply to the right hon. member for
Kingston, or to make any reference to
matters that have arisen in this debate,
I merely rise to answer the question
of the hon. member for Centre Toronto.
Undoubtedly circumstances may arise
-we have never denied that they
might arise--which will require further
action at our hands. Our position is
siniply that we see no occasion at
present for taking further action.

The members were then called in,and
a division was taken with the following
result:

Yeus

Messieurs.

Baby,
Benoit,
Blain,
Blanchet,
Bowell,
Brooks,
Brouse,
Brown,
Cameron, (Victoria.)
Caron,
Cimon,
Colby,
Cuthbert,
DeCosmos,
Desjardins,
Devli,
Domville,
Dugas,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Flesher,
Fraser,
Gandet,

Haggart,
Harwood,
Iurteau,
Irving,
Jetté,
Jones (Leeds),
Kirkpatrick,
Langevin,

Appleby,
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Bannatyne,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Big ar,

Bord6n,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowman,
Boyer,

Lanthier,
Little,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Kingston),
Macdonald (Toronto),
McDonald (0. Breton),
McDougall (Three Riv)
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McQuade,
Masson,
Mitchell,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Mousseau,
Palmer,
Pinsonneault,
Platt,
Plumb,
Pope,
Robinson,
Robitaille,
Rouleau,
kStephenson,
Tupper,
Wallace (Norfolk),
White (Hastings),
White (Renfrew),
Wood,
Workman,
Wright (Ottawa,)
Wright (Pontiac,)-64.

Messieurs

Huntington,
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Laflainme,
Laird,
Lajoie
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
MacDonnell (Inverness)
MacDougall (Elgin),
McKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
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Buell,
Bunster,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Cameron (Ontario),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cauchon,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Cook,
Costigan,
Coupa,
Cunningham,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
De St. Georges,
DeVeber,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Gordon,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Hagar,
Iiginbotham,
Holton,
norton,

The amendment

McGregor,
McIntyre,
Mclsaac,
McLeo:,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Millg,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pettes,
Fickard,
Pozer,
Ray,
Richard,
Ross (Durham),
Ross (Prince Edward),
Ryan,
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Short,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
Stirton,
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thibandeau,
Thompson(Haldimand.)
Thomson (Welland),
Tremaine,
Trow,
Vail,
Wallace (Albert),
Yeo,
Young-119.

was then declared
resolved in the negative ; majority, 55.
The following gentlemen paired upon
the question :-Mr. Rochester for the
amendment, with Mr. Blackburn
against; Mr. Carrier for, with Mr.
Power against; Mr. Ouimet for, with
Mr. - against.

The flouse then went into Commit-
tee of the Whole, Mr. Scatcherd in the
Chair.

The item $9,550 for Administration
of Justice was passed, and the Com-
mittee rose and reported progress.

The flouse adjourned at Twenty
minutes past One a.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, March 8, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at ten

'sninutes past Three o'clock.
ion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. BABY-To amend the Criminal
Law relating to offences against the
person.

Mr. WORKMAN--To incorporate
the Atlantic and Pacific Mutual Fire
and Marine Insurance Company.

ELECTION ACT OF 1874.

Mr. TASCHEREAU-To amend the
Dominion Elections Act of 1874, de-
claring ineligible for election to the
House of Commons all persons dis-
qualified for election to the Local Le-
gislatures.

flon. Mr. TUPPER-I invite an ex-
planation of the object of the Bill.

Mr. TASCHEREAU-It is intended
to amend section 102 of the Dominion
Elections Act of 1874.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-How does the
hon. gentleman propose to deal with
cases in which the judges have de-
clared parties disqualified under the
law, who after such disqualification
have been whitewashed throu<th a
Bill introduced into a Local Legis-
lature for the purpose of destroy-
ing the decision of the judge. This
House has not adopted such a policy,
and I trust that it never will. 1 hope
that having adopted the system of trial
of controverted elections by judges,
their decisions when rendered will be
respected by this Parliament. As the
hon. gentleman has introduced a Bill,
which is to cause action to be taken in
this House upon disqualifications in
connection with the Local Legislatures,
I trust that he will provide that this
Parliament will only regard thejudicial
decision, and not any act of any Local
Legislature by which contempt is
thrown upon these judgments.

Mr. TASCHEREAU- I will take
the suggestion of the hon. member into
consideration.

Mr. OLIVER - To empower the
Canada Southern Railway Company
to issue preferential stock.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-1 beg leave
to introduce a Bill entitled an Act re-
specting the Intercolonial Railway.-

This is simply intended to remove
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all doubts as to the power of the Go-
vernment to act under a former statute
regarding the Halifax extension.

TRANSLATION OF THE DEBATES.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-I ask for in-
formation concerning the translation of
the debates. We have received only a
small portion as yet in French, and I
would like to know what progress is
being made.

Mr. BOWELL- The Chairman is
not here, and I am unable to give any
information. The Committee bas not
been called together, and I have no
knowledge whatever of what bas been
done. The whole matter is in the
bands of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, who has apparently assumed
all responsibility.

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS-IALIFAX
STATION.

Mr. DOMVILLE - Was the iron
station now at Halifax awaiting
erection purchased privately or by
public tender, and from whom?

lon. iMr. MACKENZIE-I have
already stated that the iron roof
was not obtained by tender, but pur-
chased from Clarke, Reeves & Co., of
Philadelphia, at a cost of $12,800.

THE DEcK-LoADS' LAw.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL - Whether
any report bas been made by the Port
Warden of Quebec to the Collector of
that Port, or to the Department of
Marine and Fisheries, in relation to
a violation during the season of 1875 of
an Act intituled "An Act respecting
Deck-Loads," 36 Victoria, Cap. 56 by
the barque N. Churchill; or whether
such violation of said law bas been
brought to the notice of said depart-
ment in any other way; also whether
such vessel before clearance by the
Customs Department, had the certifi-
cates required by sections 5, 6 and 7 of
said Act, and whether any prosecution
has been taken against the master of
said vessel for violations of the Provis-
ions of said Act for the penalties pro-
vided under sections 8, 9 and 10 of said
Act or the punishment of imprison-
ment to which the master of said vessel
is liable ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH---Some correspon-
dence in this connection is now before
the Hlouse, and I presume that my
bon. friend bas seen it. Steps have
been instituted to prosecute, but the
vessel in question bas never returned.

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-The captain
and vessel have been in the country all
winter. I am glad to learn that my
hon. friend bas taken steps in the mat-
ter,and this is quite satisfactory to me.
My bon. friend bas not, however, stated
whether before clearance by the Cus-
toms Department, the vessels had the
certificates required by sec. 5, 6, and 7.

Hon. Mr. SMITII-My hon. friend
will see by the correspondence, that
there bas not been so great a violation
of the law, as he anticipated the cor-
respondence would show. The Govern-
ment will prosecute if the law has
been violated.

PORTAGE ISLAND.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Whether
the arrangements and negociations car-
ried on in 1872 and 1873, between the
Canadian Government and the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, for
the transfer of Portage Island in the
Bay of Miramichi to the Canadian
Government, have resulted in the title
of such Island being vested in the Go-
vernment of Canada?

Hon. Mr. SMITII-I believe that
the title is not complete. I am not
aware of the existence of any return
in this regard.

JUDGE AT SOREL.

Mr. GILL-Is it the intention of the
Government to take the necessary
measures to have a resident Judge at
Sorel during the leave of absence
granted to the Honorable Mr. Justice
Loranger ?

Ion. Mr. BLAKE-The Govern-
ment have taken steps to supply his
place during his terrm of absence.
Some correspondence which has passed
on the subject is at the disposal of the
House, if the hon. member will move
for it.

CHENAL ECARTÉ.

Mr. STEPHENSON--Will any sum
be put into the Supplementary Esti-
mates, or be otherwise provided this
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year for the purpose of prosecuting
the work already begun for the im-
provement of the navigation of the
Chenal Ecarté at its confluence with
Lake St. Clair?

Hon. Mr. 3MACKENZIE-It is not
the intention of thé Government to
touch that channel this year.

INLAND REVENUE.

Mr. BECHARD-Is it the intention
of the Government to have published
in French the book intituled "Laws
and Orders in Council affecting the
Inland Revenue of Canada, 1875,"
which the Department of Inland Rev-
enue has just published ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Yes.

THE SUPREME COURT.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET moved for a
return of the number of suits instituted
before the Supreme Court, and of the
number of judgme nts recorded.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the Supreme
Court was one of appeal, and suits were
not instituted there, but brought from
other Courts. The Government had no
power to ascertain what decisions had
been rendered, but he would take steps
to communicate with the officers of
the Court, and obtain a return, which
he had reason to believe would not be
voluminous.

The motion was carried.

THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE.

Mr. OLIVER moved for a statement
of loss to the Post Office Department by
the sending of certain papers and
documents free of postage during the
last Session of the Ontario and Quebec
Legislatures.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said the
Post Office Department was not in a
position to give the information de-
sired. It was provided by the Post
Office Act that certain documents
and other matters mentioned therein
might be sent free of postage.
There had been no record kept, and
therefore no return could be furnished.
The motion of the hon. gentleman,
however, would place the Government
in such a position as to be able to fur-
nish the information next year.

Mr. TzpHmsoN.

Mr. OLIVER said he was confident
this information would be acceptable
to the House and country if it could be
furnished in the future.

The motion was dropped.

GLACE BAY HARBOUR MASTER.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for a return of m oneys paid to Mr.
Henry Mitchell, Harbour Master of the
Port of Glace Bay, in Cape Breton. Mr.
McDonald said it was claimed that this
harbour was private property. The ap-
pointment was very unpopular and alto-
gether unnecessary in the public inte-
rest. The appointment was not asked for
by any one interested in the matter, and
he understood a few months after it
was made the official was asked to re-
sign. The impression at the place was
that the appointment was made for the
political services of the official. He
(Mr. McDonald) wished to see the cor-
respondence to ascertain whether such
was the case or not, and that the publie
might know the facts.

Hon. Mr. SMITH said he was not
aware that this gentleman was a friend
of the Government. ie (Mr. Smith)
could furnish the information off hand
if it would satisfy his hon. friend, but
was quite willing to bring down the
papers if he desired it.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) thought
the hon. gentleman was a little astray
in supposing that the harbour is pri-
vate property. If the hon. gentleman
took the trouble to look into the subject
he would find that under the rules and
regulations of the Government of Nova
Scotia, the Governor in Council before
Confederation had power to make the
appointment. The same power that
then was given to the Governor in
Council was now vested in the Marine
and Fisheries Department. There was
another reason why the appointment
of harbour master at the Port of Glace
Bay was necessary, and that was
that the Dominion Act gave certain
powers to the harbour master whereby
he could compel obedience to any
orders he gave in connection with the
safety of the harbour. This harbour
being located almost immediately on
the Atlantic ocean, required a good
deal of supervision to prevent masterir
of vessels from throwing ballast or
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.Dther materials into the water, and
thereby interfering with the naviga-
tion. Unless the harbour master re-
ceived an official appointment there
wolid be no one to compel obedience
to the orders which it would be neces-
sary to give for the purpose of keeping
the harbour free from obstruction. He
did not believe the appointment would
be regarded as unpopular, and if it
was .unpopular with any one, the dis-
satisfaction could be only with the
proprietors. le thought the appoint-
ment was one the Government could
justify.

Mr. MACDONALD reiterated , the
statement that he regarded the ap-
pointment as on e not in the interest of
the public, and he thought it should be
known whether or not the office had
been discontinued. Fees had only
,been collected by t! e officer the first
few months after his appointment, and
it was doubtful to him whether the
gentleman still held the appointment.

Hon. Mr. SMITH said the appoint-
ment was made in July, 1874, and in
the year 1875, the harbour master
received $142. Therefore, the hon.
gentleman was clearly under a misap-
prehension when he said there were
no fees collected in 1875.

The motion was agreed to.

THE SALT TRADE.

Mr. FARROW moved for a Select
Committee to enquire into the salt in-
terests of this country, with power to
send for persons, papers and records.
He said he was glad he had now an
opportunity of bringing this matter
before the House, having brought the
subject up too late last Session for it to
procure the necessary consideration.
The salt interests of the country weie
in a very languishing condition, and it
might not be generally known, but in
the western part of the Province there
.are the best salt mines to be found in
the world: There was something like
$500,000 invested in these wells, and
it was an interest which, on account of
various circumstances,was unprofitable.
They had heard a great deal about the
protection of numerous products, but
not a word about the protection of salt.
Those products which had a duty of
17J per cent. were represented to

require more protection, while salt
had none. The United States prevent-
ed Canadians from sending their
salt into that market, whilst the
Americans could flood the Canadian
market free, and slaughter their goods.
If the other manufacturers were placed
in such a position, there would be a hue
and cry sent down to the House which
could not be withstood. 11e trusted
this matter would secure the attention
of the House. What were the circum-
stances of the case ? In the first place
the interior of Canada was flooded with
Syracuse salt from Oswego, and at the
mouth of the St. Lawrence they were
met with an abundance of Liverpool
salt which came over in Quebec ballast
ships at very little cost. That salt was
thrown on the Canadian market at a
less price than it was sold for in Liver-
pool. At the time the Washington
Treaty was consummated they were
promised that the Americans would
repeal their duty, but this promise
passed as a matter of history merely;
consequently they had to look to this
flouse for redress, and they asked for
nothing more than they had a right to
expect. They asked for a small duty
on foreign salt, and he thought, con-
sidering the condition of the exchequer
that such a tax would contribute con-
siderably to the revenue. There was
another point. The bags in which the
salt was shipped to Canada were allow-
ed to come in duty free, while the Can-
adians had to pay a duty on bags they
imported. The Hlouse could not fail
to see the unfairness of this condition of
things.Even a small dutyplaced on those
bags would help the struggling indus-
try of salt a good deal. The Ameri-
cans sent their surplus lumber to
Canada for the purpose of slaughter-
ing the market; and he contended
that the interference of the Govern-
ment was urgently required to remove
this disability from which they suf-
fered.

We produced 20,000 tons of salt a
year, and what were we to do with it?
The Americans sent their salt here to
be sold even at half price, making the
best of the matter they could, and this
was done repeatedly, to the great de-
triment of our interests, which had
attained great importance. They
were not to be trifled with; one-half
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million of capital was interested in the
works ; and in 1874. there were manu-
factured in Canada, no less than
350,000 barrels of salt, equal to 98
millions of pounds. If they could
only run on full time, the product
would amount to one million barrels a
year, suflicient to supply this country
and the Western States also, if the
latter market was open. These indus-
tries employed a large number of men,
and had caused the establishment of
large and fine foundries and cooperages
in their neighborhood. Timber was
required in great quantities for the
barrels, and in this manner, the
farmers benefitted to a great extent,
owing to the existence of these
interests, whei prosperous. It had
been said that manufacturers did
not add to the well-being of
the agricultural community; but
this was not the cae. Previous to the
negotiation of the Washington Treatv
a small duty was levied on impirted
salt, but it was removed in this rela-
tion with the understanding that the
Americans would abolish their pro-
tective duty, but this had not been
done. Our neighbours played a game
of grab ; they obtained every possible
toneession from this country but gave
none in return. The Canadian in-
dustries would thrive with one-half
the duty which impeded the exporta-
tion of our salt to the United States.
The present price was very low ; and
the manufactories were not closed
siniply because if they were stopped
the machinery would be destroyed by
rust. The importation of Liverpool
salt was the chief obstacle. It was to
be remembered that England during
the reign of King William imposed an
enormous tax on foreign salt, about
22s. a bushel ; in 1823, it amounted to
not less than 15s., two years later
it was reduced to 2s.. and shortly
afterwards taken off altogether. Eng-
land protected her interests until they
were firmly established ; she now
manufactured about two millions of
tons per year, exporting of this nearly
one million. One-half of the American
duty was 35 cents per barrel-not too
mnuch protection to ask under the cir-
cuistances, our population being only
four compared with the forty millions
across the border. A small revenue

Mr. FAaiow.

duty should be levied on both Liver
pool and American salt. Free trade
said that if they could not stand com-
petition they could go to the wall ;
they only desired a fair field, and no
undue favour. Our salt, made in
Huron and Bruce----to this fact he
called the attention of the Minister
of Justice particularly---was the finest
in the world, and for this he had the
testimony of the most noted chemists,
who proved that it was superior to
Ashton salt, factory filled salt, Syra-
cuse and Cheshire salt. As to any
objections members fron the Maritime
Provinces might have to extending
the protection required, he thought
that Confederation was intended to
bind us together comniercially, hence
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward's
Island ought not to trade with the
United States in this relation.
Tie Lower Provinces had ricli coal
fields. If that interest required protec-
tion, it should obtain it, but he knew
that no industry was suffering so
severely as the salt manufacture. Ves-
sels taking salt to New Brunswick,
could bring back coal, which was placed
on board, he understood, at $2.371 a ton.
He could promise for it under such cir-
cumstances, and they would be well
paid if they received $1.50 per ton
for the salt, which could be laid down
in Quebec and Halifax, at from $5.00
to $5.50 per ton. Coal could be taken
in return at $2.50 per ton, and sold at
$4.50 or $5.00 in Toronto and Ontario
generally. That would be as cheap coal
as we could get in the west from the
United States. Would it not be better
for us to leave our money in our own
country? That was the true national
policy ; the other policy was one which
would ruin the Dominion.

There had been a good deal said
about increasing the cost to the con-
sumer, bul it had been admitted that
the late advance of 2J per cent. in the
tariff had not produced that effect. The
only result of it was to diminish the
p rofits of the middlemen. A small
uty put on salt would not increase the

cost of that article to the consumer.
The high duty in the United
States had not been attended by
any such result, the competition be-
tween the Syracuse and the Saginayr
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companies keeping down prices. To
such an extent hai the competition
gone that a meeting of the Michigan
salt producers was recently held to
consider what they should do. They
decided on sending 10,000 barrels of
salt into the Eastern markets and sell-
ing it at even lower prices. That was
the the way Protection worked in re-
ga.id to that interest.

He merely asked for a small com mit-
tee, the expense of which would be
very trifiing, as they intended to call
only one witness. He trusted the
finances of the country had not fallen
so low that the expense would be
objected to. There were no less than
twenty-five salt wells in Huron and
Bruce, in which $500,000 capital was
invested. He was glad the hon.
member for South Bruce, who had the
ear of the Premier, was present to give
his assistance.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---I under-
stand that the hon. gentleman does not
propose sending for many witnesses.

Mr. FARROW-There is only one,
or at the furthest two, I intend to send
for.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I shall not
object to the motion.

The motion was carried.

THE TRANSLATION OF • THE DEBATES.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET asked what
progress had been made with the trans-
lation of the debates. He had receiv-
ed only 16 pages yet, and on the
last one he saw the word "millenium."
was it to end there ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--It is a good
stopping place.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-I will see to
it immediately.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE suggested as there
was a certain amount of arrear, per-
haps it would be well to get some
extra assistance. If the regular staff
was kept working up arrears he was
afraid they would never catch up.

After some further discussion the
matter was dropped.

TRE THOUSAND ISLANDS.

Mr. BROUSE moved for an Ad-
dress to his Excellency the Governor-
General for a Return of the names of
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ocupiers or holders of land on the
islands of the St. Lawrence between
Brockville and Gananoque,called " The
Thousand Isles;" the number of acres
in each holding; the value and ap-
praisemqpt of each holding. lHe said
during t he administration of the late
Government these islands were ordered
to be surveyed and valued. Much dis-
satisfaction existed among the settlers
on those islands at the prices that had
been placed on these lands. A
owns land next to B. A's land is
valued at $1.50 per acre, while B's is
placed at $10 or $12, both being
similar. As a large number of persons
had settled on these islands, there was
a good deal of dissatisfaction among
them on this account. Another cause
of complaint was that where an indi-
vidual bought out the claim of some
former settler he found he did not get
the improvements. They were placed
in the possession of his neighbour,while
he got nothing but rocks. The diffi-
culties which these settlers experienced,
separated as they were at certain sea-
sons of the year from each other
and from the mainland, ought to be
taken into consideration. They should
not be dealt with more harshly than
those on the main shore. He asked
that this matter should be con-
sidered seriously, because it affected
those people deeply. He was ex-
ceedingly anxious that the Thousand
Islands should be kept in the natural
condition which makes them valuable
to the Dominion. This was not a local
but a national matter, in which all were
deeply interested.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
was no objection to the motion, but he
apprehended the principal object of the
mover was to give him an opportunity
of expressing his opinions. With refer-
ence to the islands which were availa-
ble for sale, it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to act with regard to them as
they would with land elsewhere-get
their value irrespective of the prices
which lands had sold for at previous.
periods.

The Government had felt from the
f'st that it was exceedingly desirable
to prevent the destruction of the natu-
ral beauty of the smaller isnnds, and
steps had been taken in that lirection
by the payment of an officer who had
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other duties to perform, to have super-
vision over them. Some had been re-
sorts for smugglers ; others had been
frequented by camping parties who de-
stroyed the timber. The officer had
prevented this. It was not .the inten-
tion of the Government to sell those is-
lands which were ornamental, although
several parties had sought to purcbase
them for summer residencos. The Gov-
ernment thought it much better to keep
those islands in their natural state and
leave them open to all who observed
the regulations for the preservation of
lumber and natural appearance of the
islands. The returns would be brought
down.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I be-
lieve these islands are the property of
the Indians.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Nearly all.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

in that case the hon. gentleman was
right in saying the best price should
be obtained for them. The object
was, while it was exceedingly desirable
that the beauty of these islands should
be maintained as one of the most striking
pieces of scenery in the world, that the
interests of the Indians must be guard-
ed. It seemed to him a judicious sys-
tom to grant leases to persons of means
who desired to occupy them as summer
residences, making it strictly necessary
they should preserve the lumber and
erect such buildings as would increase
the beauty of the scenery.

He was very gl ad to hear from his hon.
friend that it was intended to take this
action. The money would be well
spent, and he presumed that the ex-
pense was chargeable to the Indian
fund. These islands undoubtedly
should be protected. On the American
side there were beautiful residences.
He did not know what means were
taken on the other side of the dividing
line to protect the islands, but it was
lamentable to see some points which
were formerly beautiful, utterly ruined
by the wreckless barbarism of excur-
sionists who lighted fires that had des-
troyed and ruined them.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) agreed that
means should be taken to protect the
smaller islands, and if possible de-
rive a revenue from them. What they
oomplained of was the mode of apprais-

Hon. Mr. MAcExNZIE.

ing. Some of these parties living in
these islands had surveyed their own
property at the request of the late
(overnment. After they had gone to
the expense of having their farms
mapped out, a new survey had been
made, showing a difference of from 40
to 60 acres. With regard to the ap-
praisement, ho stated that adjoin-
ing some valuable farms which had
been appraised at $1 and $2 an acre,
there were farms not so good as those
rated at this low figure which had
been appraised at $5, 86 and even $7.
There was great discontent in conse-
quence. In some cases the settlers had
been located on their farms for 80 years,
the property having been handed down
from father to son. The men who
lived on these islands were under great
disadvantages compared with those on
the mainland. They had no schools
and no roads, but they had to pay
their municipal taxes, and their claims
should be well considered. He thought
the Government might realize a high
price by the renting of the islands.
He trusted the Government would
bring down the papers asked for.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said with
regard to the papers he could not pro-
mise to bring down private corres-
pondence regarding the appraisement
of land. Some of these papers were
confidential and would not be brought
down in the usual course, but any
papers that were not so regarded the
Government would have no objection
to produce. With regard to the Indian
lands it had been the custom of the
Government for many years never to
sell them without the consent of the In-
dians themselves. It was only when
the Indians agreed that the Govern-
ment either leased or sold Indian
lands. It was a great mistake to im-
agine that Indians were not capable of
looking after their own affairs, for they
showed a great deal of astuteness in a,
way. The GovernmeLt always con-
sulted them in respect to the sale
or leasing of their property, and were
very particular not to act against
their will. He would bring down
those papers which were not of a con'
fidential character, and he hoped his
hon. friend would be satisfied with
that.

The motion was carried.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA MAIL SERVICE.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for an Ad-
-dress to His Excellency the Governor
,dGeneral for a Return shewing the
tenders received in 1875 for the con-
veyance of the mails between Victoria
and San Francisco, with a copy of any
correspondence respecting the said
tenders and mail service generally;
-also a copy of the contract for the per-
formance of the said service.

He drew the attention of the Gov-
ernment in making the motion to the
fact that the coast between San Fran-
cisco and Victoria was almost harbour-
less, and that in the event of an acci-
dent overtaking a steamship on this
route, it would be very difficult in-
-deed for the vessel to make a harbour
unless it was able to reach the Straits,
or as was the case last year, when a ves-
sel was tugged to the Columbia River.
.Suficient moans had not been taken to
rescue passengers in case of danger;
and the coast was most inhospitable
The steamships which performed the
service should be well furnished; at pre-
sent they were miserable and unsafe. A
great deal of interest was taken in
this matter by the people of British
Columbia, and the travelling public in
that region. Representations had been
made to the Government in the hope
>of having the contract placed in British

hands, and of having Victoria as the
headquarters of the hne instead of
San Francisco; nevertheless, it had
been entrusted to a foreign company-
the Pacifie Mail Steamship Company-
to whom is paid 824,000 per annum.
Victoria is also made a mere way
station between Washington Territory
and San Francisco. In addition, under
the present system, the coal industry of
the Washington Territory instead of
Vancouver was being built up. Life-
boats were only provided on the steam-
ers for 75 persons, when there should be
sufficient to accommodate both passen-
gers and crew. The tables, moreover,
were badly supplied; and there was
not enough room provided for the
steerage passengers, the convenience
of women alse being shamefully
neglected. The tables was placed on
deck, and the passengers were obliged
to eat standing. More attention should
be paid to steerage than to cabin pas-
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sengers, as the former were essential in
order to ensure the advancement of
British Columbia.

Mr. BUNSTER stated that these
American steamships resembled float-
ing coffins,-they were wretched affairs
and dangerous. These circumstances
fromed a serious obstaule to the passage
between the countries in question. H1e
wished to impress on the Government
the importance of subsidizing a British
line. They had already paid a heavy
penalty in the loss of some of their
most enterprising and esteemed citi-
zens with the ill-fated steamer
Pacific, on which 325 souls per-
ished. They had no Government
Inspector, and people were frequently
afraid to trust themselves on the
steamships in question. The contract
was not properly performed; and he
hoped that the Postmaster-General
would see that a better class of vessels
was secured on the next occasion, for
this service especially, in view of the
fact that two first-class steamers had
been ordered on the Clyde, in the hope
that the contract would be awarded to
the owners, who were not foreigners.
The Americans sought to make of
Victoria a mere way-port, and they
boasted that the Dominion should not
be allowed to have a fiourishing capital
on the Pacifie coast. Still, he had
sufficient confidence in British enter-
prise to believe that we would there
succeed in building up a city. He
trusted that the contract would be
cancelled, as he knew that its terms
had not been observed.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo), thought
that these terms had been violated.
He agreed that the present steamship
service was most inadequate, and
stated, as an objectionable feature, that
the crew, with the exception of the
captain, mates, quarter-masters and
engineers, was composed of Chinese,
with whom no one would care to trust
his life in case of accident.

Mr. CASEY explained that though
he was not a representative of British
Columbia, he took a peculiar interest
in this question, owing to the fact that
a personal friend of his had for a long
time been supposed to be the only sur-
vivor in connection with the steamship
Pacdßc disaster. He had had full infor-
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mation regarding these matters, and all
accoiunts fully corroborated the repre-
sentations made by his hon. friends from
British Columbia. It was generally
admitted that the Government should
secure efficiency of service under such
circumstances, and lie trusted that the
value of the money spent would be
procured.

The fact of this subsidy being grant-
ed tended to create a monopoly and to
drive competitors off the route. Pas-
sengers who had travelled by that line
since the loss of the Pacific said the
management was intolerable. The
Pacific was not in a position to go to
sea. Her boats were not in order, and
her crew was composed of Chinamen.
Everything was in disorder the
moment the accident occurred. The
state of the other vessel was described
as being bad also, though not perhaps
to the same extent. It was quite pro-
per this appeal should be made to
the Government by the British
Columbia members, and backed
by the representatives of other pro-
vinces. The means of communication
with our most distant provinces should
be made as efficient as it was intended
to be when the contract was given.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN quite agreed
with the hon. gentleman who had
spoken of the necessity of a direct line
fron San Francisco to Victoria. The
steamers of the line which at present
received the subsidy called at Puget
Sound, merely running into Victoria to
land passengers, mails and freight,
while the advantage of coaling them at
Nanaimo was lost altogether. They
got their coal from the American side
altogether, and the Province lost in
this way as well as from not remaining
in the harbour of Victoria.

When he (Mr. Langevin) went to
British Cohmbia some years ago, the
steamer that plied between San Fran-
cisco and Victoria, though not first-
class, was nevertheless manned by
white men, and great care was taken
for the safety of the passengers. He
did not put much faith in Chinamen in
case of accident. Experience had
ahown that in the hour of danger they
took more care of themselves than of
the passengers. It was important
that the conditions of the contract

Mr. CASEY.

should be adhered to, 'and if the line-
was found to be useless, it would be a
great deal better to cancel it and sub-
sidize a proper line.

Mr. BUNSTER said the vessels did
not even go into the barbour, but landed
passengers and freight in a dirty old
coal tug.

Mr. DEWDNEY said the contrac-
tors intended, when they took the con-
tract, to utilize some English boats that
were then lying at Japan, but immedi-
ately after getting it, they learned this
English Company had failed. They
then made the best arrangement they
could with one of the most powerful
stea.mship companies in the world.
He thought the Pacifie Mail Company
had been treated rather unfairly by
hon. gentlemen who had spoken on
that subject. The Company made con-
tracts with the Vancouver Island coal
mine owners for a supply of coal, but
they were not able to furnish it as fast
as they could take it away. They
lagreed to take 4,000 tons a month from
a company and pay for it whether
they took it away or not. It was only
when they found it could not be
supplied fast enough that they went
to Seattle, where they were obliged
to take coal of an inferior quality.

It was true the Pacific was rotten,
but the steamers that were doing the
service now were new vessels, the
City of Panama not being more than
four years old. The harbour of Victoria
was not large enough to accommodate
large vessels.

Mr. DE COSMOS-No! no!
Mr. DEWDNEY said the steamship.

Panama in entering it had run aground.
Mr. BUNSTER said that was the-

result of bad pilotage.
Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said there

could be no objection to the papers
being' brought down. When they
came it would be found the Govern-
ment had made the best arrangements
possible under the circumstances for
the transmission of the mails. There
had been the ordinary advertising and
acceptance of the lowest tender. It
was to be regretted the first-Qlass
steamers referred to by the hon. gen-
tleman were not in British Columbia
waters, and ready to tender for the ser-

Mail Service.(COM MONS.]



Business. 513

vice. The amount of subsidy was very
arge-some $54,-000-about half as

much as the Atlantic service cost.
The Government would be glad to re-
ceive any su ggestions from the repre-
sentatives ef British Columbia or other
hon. gentlemen who had information
on the subject.

Mr. DECOSMOS said vessels of a

proper size to do the business betweeu
ictoria and San Francisco could get

all the coal they could take in at Van-
couver Island. As to the capacity of
the harbour of Victoria, it had been
floating the largest vessels for eighteen
years to his own knowledge. The acci-
dent to the Panama was due to the fact
that the pilot took a wrong course.

The motion was carried.

THE LOSS OF THE PACIFIC.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved an Address
to eHis Excellency the Governor Gen
eral for a copy of all correspondence or
reports in the possession of the Govern-
ment respecting the loss of the steam-
ship Pacific. He said his object was
simply to learn what had been done on
the part of the Marine and Fisheries
Department with respect to enquiries
into that great disaster. He noticed an
allusion to it in the report of the De-
partment, and also mention made of
rewards given for saving life. He be-
lieved some steps should be taken to
make arrangements with the United
States Government by which vessels of
that country in our ports could be sub-
ject to the supervision of our officers.

It had been suggested that if an
officer, well qualified to form an opin-
ion as to the sea-worthiness of vessels,
were appointed by the Government,
that the existing danger would be to
a great extent removed.

lIon. Mr. SMITI said they had no
-objection to bring down the papers on
the subject. He might say that the
Government was in no way responsi-
ble for this matter. The vessel was an
American one and wrecked in Ameri-
can waters. With regard to the ques-
tion as to how far they had power to
superv ise vessels coming to Canadian
ports from foreign countries, he was
not prepared then to state.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL regarded the
ýsuggestion of the hon. member for Van-

couver as a most important one, and
isaid it had occupied the attention of
the Government for many years pa8t.
He considered that in the future there
ought to be a clause inserted in the
contracts entered into by the Govern-
ment with owners of these vessels,
providing that they should be subject
to examination by an officer appoint-
ed by the Canadian Governnent. He
spoke next of the necessity of the
Government investigating the cause of
all marine disasters, although he ad-
mitted there were a great many diffi-
culties in connection with the prose-
cuting of such investigations.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) dwelt
upon the necessity of the supervision
of vessels carrying passengers apd
freight to Canadian ports. They all
knew that the vessel in question had a
certificate, but it had been granted by
a negligent officer without examina-
tion. The Pacýfic was a mail steamer
six months previously to the accident,
at which time she was considered to be
a good, although an old boat. This
illusion, however, was dispelled when
the collision occurred. He hoped the
Government would be able to take
some steps in the future to prevent the
recurrence of such accidents.

The motion was carried.
THE TRANSPORTATION OF FREIGHT AND

PASSENGERS.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General for a return shewing the re-
spective sums paid in 1875-76 for
transporting freight and passengers, in
British Columbia, belonging to the
Canadian Pacific Railway Survey-the
said return shewing the rate per
pound for freight, whether packed or
waggoned, the distance carried and
where carried ; also the fare for each
passenger, the distance carried and
where carried; and also showing the
persons other than Indians to whom
the same may have been paid; also
copies of any tenders and calls for ten-
ders for transporting the said freight
and passengers; also copies of any De-
partmental instructions issued to the
Paymaster or Chief Engineer in charge
of the Western Division of the C. P.
R. R., or any correspondence respect-
ing the giving of the said freight and
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passengers to any one or more persons.
He said that it was rumoured

that the contract for the con-
veyance of freight and passengers
had been given to one person only,
without tenders being advertised for.
If the statement were untrue it was the
duty of the Government to bring the
facts to light. It had also been stated
that from two to three cents more per
hiundredweight had been paid for rail-
-way freight than would have been if
competition had been solicited.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) thought
in justice to the contractor and the
employees that the information should
be supplied. Rumours were abroad
that excessive prices had been paid to
the different parties concerned. He
had no reason to believe the rumours,
but as they had been scattered broad-
cast he thought it was the duty of the
Government to accede to the motion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE had no ob-
jection to the motion ý he had no per-
sonal knowledge of the abuses of which
complaint was made ; but if they were
found to exist they would be rectified.
The great distance of British Columbia
from the centre of operations here,
where the Chief Engineer was stationed,
rendered it necessary that the Chief
Engineer of that Province should be
entrusted with a very great deal of au-
thority--much more than any officer in
any other part of the Dominion. le did
not doubt that this executive offlcer
had used this power wisely; but, never-
theless, mistakes might have been
committed. The utmost expedition
would be used in bringing the informa-
tion desired before the House; and lie
would only suggest, that in addition,
the hon. member might also ask for a
return respecting those who had paid
no fare on Government steamers. .

Mr. DEWDNEY observed that lie
had been on the point of making the
same suggestion.

Mr. DECOSMOS replied that he was
aware of the position held by the Chief
engineer mentioned, who had, however,
nothing whatever to do with the con-
tract; consequently, the allusion of the
Premier to this officer did not strike
him as quite proper. The First Minis-
ter had suggested an amendmentwhich

Mr. DECosMos.

ho was quite willing to accept; ho was
aware that the distinguished gentleman,
who led the Government referred to-
himself (Mr. DeCosmos), and he would
state the case. Last autumn he pro-
posod, as one of the representatives of
the City of Victoria, to visit Bute Inlet,
as lie considered was his duty in view
of the fact that it was proposed to
build the Pacifie Railway to this point.
He accordingly asked the chief officer
in charge of the Marine and Fisheries
Department there for permission to go
on a Government steamer; this was
given, and lie went on board. Subse-
quently he received a note stating that
he could not proceed, but as he had
made his arrangements ho replied that
he would not go ashore unless forced.
He thought that the reference of the
Prime Minister in this regard did him
no credit. He believed that the pay-
master had acted in this connection
through personal spite, being also, no
doubt, inspired by fear lest he, as a
journalist, might discover something
out of the way in that gentleman's de-
partment. le was willing to accept
the amendment, unless the Premier
was prepared to apologise for mention-
ing the matter.

The motion was carried.

DUTIES ON LOCOMOTIVES.

Mr. THOMSON (Welland) moved
for a statement of duties levied on
locomotives or parts thereof since lst
July, 1867, &c., &c.

lon. Ur. TUPPER seized this op-
portunity to ask the Miii ister of Cus-
toms whether he had supplied the
missing portions of the correspondence
in order that it might all be printed in
detail, having been referred to the
Printing Committee.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE replied that all
this correspondence would be shortly
laid on the table.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton),
moved for an Address to lis Excel-
lency the Governor General, for copies
of all correspondence in relation to the
dismissal of Mr. MeDougall, Post-
master, Christmas Island, Cape Breton;.
and also, all correspondence in relation
to the appointment of a successor.

He explained that Mr. McDougall was
one of the most respectable and weal-
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thy men in the County of Cape Breton
He put this notice on the paper in
1874; but at the request of the Post-
master-General, who assured him that
this gentleman would not be dis-
missed, he droppedit. Afterwards the
dismissal took place; and in 1875, he
gave a similar notice of motion, but
was unable to carry out this intention.
He had no opportunity for doing so,
save on one evening, and the Post-
master-General being then absent, ho
had deferred the matter. He believed
that the removal was due solely to
political reasons. In 1874, at the
general election, the Ministerial can-
didate in the County had threatened
Mr. McDougall with dismissal, unless
he voted for him. This might be de-
nied, but it was susceptible of proof.
The Postmaster-General had informed
him (Mr. McDonald), that the dis-
charge was due to such causes that he
did not wish to have it brought before
the House. The late Postmaster-
General having made the same state-
ment, he had comnunicated this to
Mr. McDougall, who requested him to
bring the question before the House.
le was informed that Mr. MeDougall

knew of no charges having been pre-
ferred against him, and was not aware
for what reason he was removed. Mr.
McDougall did not care for the posi-
tion, save to suit his own convenience,
as he did fully one-half the correspon-
dence in that quarter.

The hour being six, the House took
recess.

AFTER RECEsS.

LETTERS PATENT.

Mr. IRVING moved the second read-
ing of the Bill to enable William Smith
Amies to obtain Letters Patent for a
new and useful Artificial Manure.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN---Will the
hon. gentleman explain the nature of
this Bill ?

Mr. IRVING said it was to obtain,
in favour of the present assignees of the
patent, an extension of time, which by
1aw they were entitled to had they ffled
their petition in time, and which, by
a oversight, they permitted to pass
over the five years. The Premier,

when the Bill was introdaced, had eau-
tioned him it was so at variance with
the principle of the general law that
the Government could hardly permit
it to pass; but on explaining that it
was a patent which had already been
granted, he (Mr. Irving) was allowed
to have the Bill printed, read the second
time, and referred to the Private Bills
Committee to be dealt with by them
as they thought proper.

Mr. BOWELL asked if the Premier
gave his consent to the principle of
extending patents by special legisla-
tion after the patentee had failed to
comply with the law in case he re-
quired an extension of time. In the
past, when the law was not as liberal
as it is now, the Government and the
Private Bills Committee, of which
he was then a member, on
every occasion refused to extend
these patents on the principle
that the patentee, baving allowed what-
ever right he might have had for exten-
sion to lapse, it was in the interest of the
public that no special privilege should

e given him, particularly if he had
received the profits arising from the'
article patented.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
warned the hon. gentleman at the time
the Bill was introduced that the House
would not likely consent, and the Gov-
ernment certainly could not consent to
give patent rights by legislation where
the law was not complied with. The
claim in this case was that the parties
meant to apply for an extension of a
second five years, but were late by a
few days. One consideration that arose
was how the 11ouse might be dis-
posed if it turned out to be thb result
of neglect on the part of a clerk to
recommend that the Bill should be
allowed to become law. It was a seri-
ous question whether even that should
be done, and he had only consented to
the introduction of the Bill on the strict
understanding the Government did not
commit themselves to allow it to become
law unless it was clearly established
the delay was the result of accident.
He remembered a Bill similar to this,
which Mr. Wood of Durham had in
charge, was allowed to pass, it being
proved that the delay was due to the
neglect of an attorney.
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he would
not oppose the second reading, but he
called attention to the wording of the
second clause. There might be acquired
rights between the time the patent
lapsed and its restoration by this Bill.
This second clause should be so worded
as to ensure that the rights and privi-
leges of third parties should not be in-
terfered with.

The Bill was read the second time
and referred to the Committee on Pri-
vate Bills.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were read the
second time:-

To grant to the Canada Landed
Credit Company enlarged powers of
borrowing and lending, and for other
purposes therein mentioned.

To amend the Act 38 Victoria, Chap-
ter 93, intituled: " An Act to incorpor-
ate the Canadian Gas Lighting Com-
pany."

To amend the Act incorporating the
Canada Shipping Company.

To amend the Act in-ituled: "An
Act to incorporate the Clifton Suspen-
sion Bridge Company.

THE AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS.

The debate being resumed on
Mr. Orton's motion for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee regarding
the agricultural interests of the Do-
minion.

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk) stated,
that it had been said that the farmers
did not require protection. He had
the honour to represent a farming cou-
stituency, and he knew that in it there
was a very strong feeling against the
existing state of things. The farmers
beld that it was most unjust that they
should pay taxes on almost everything
they consume, while respecting all
they produce they were compelled to
enter into competition with the whole
world; also that it was highly unfair
that Anerican produce should be per-
mitted to enter Canada free of duty,
while our Canadian produce must pay
duties ranging from 15 to 20 per cent.
and even above the latter figure. These
anomalies should be remedied. The
Premier and some of his supporters
declared that the agriculturists were
perfectly content, but he knew from

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

his experience in his'neighbourhood,
that anything except content existed
amongst them. It was represented
that there was no distress among the
farming population. It was true that
there was much individual wealth; but
an examination of the registry offices
would disclose a very large number of
mortgages on farm properties, which
were daily fyled. Their property was
not as remuerative as it ought to be and
this was one of the evils with which they
contended. They had raised to too
great an extent wheat and other crops,
for which they could readily obtain
gold, reducing inordinately the pro-
ducing power of their lands. A proper
rotation of crops was not followed, else
they would be more prosperous than
they were to-day The mass of the
farmers were Free-Traders, but they
were beginning to understand that
free imports did not mean free-trade.
He knew that in his own and the
adjoining .Riding a very strong feel-
ing existed among the farmers in
favor of protection to manufactures,
as these furnished a home market for
products either of so little value as not
to bear transportation to distant mar-
kets, or so perishable in their nature
that they could not be shipped, when
time was one of the essentials to this
end. H1e believed the farmers were being
convinced that one of the great rea-
sons for their increased prosperity
since 1867, was due to the establish-
ment of manufactures in the country ;
and they were perfectly willing to bear
their share, of taxation in order to
build up a home market ; but they
were not willing to do so while the
Americans enjoyed the same position
as themselves in their own market, and
they were in a great measure excluded
from the American markets owing to
the heavy duties levied. Many mem-
bers had, at the last election, carried
agricultural constituencies almost by
false pretences, as they did not dare
to appear before the electors as uphold-
ers of the present state of things; and
he was confident that when these hon.
gentlemen again went to the polls, un-
less they changed their tone they
would be left at home. The farmers
remembered that they were prosperous..
when no Reciprocity Treaty was inex-
istence, and while they were not unde-
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«sirous of re-obtaining reciprocity-
whieh after all did not prevent their
suffering greater adversity than at pre-
sent--they were dissatisfied with the
present system, and would be equally
willing to do without such a measure
on cdndition that justice should be done
to the Canadian people, and that the
Americans should not possess greater
advantages in Canada than Canadians
enjoyed in the United States.

On these grounds he supported the
motion for this Committee, and in
order that the causes of the depression
from which the farmers were suffer-
ing might be ascertained. Hon. gen-
tlemen who said the farmers were in
a prosperous condition, had only to
examine the books of the Registry
Offices and see the amount of mort-
gages which had been registered
against farmers, and which could not
le regarded as evidences of prosperity.

Mr. ORTON said he only wished at
this point to review some of the argu-
ments that had been advanced against
the appointment of this Committee.
It had been contended that the agri-
cultural societies and farmers of the
Dominion did not desire the Com-
mittee, whilst, however, a different
state of things existed. He had read
resolutions contradicting that state-
ment from several agricultural asso-
ciations, and at that moment he held
in his hand a letter from the Master
of the Dominion Grange, thanking
him for the action which he had taken
in moving for this Committee. That
in itself was a sufficient evidence of the
interest taken by agriculturists in
the action of the House in this parti-
cular. It was next argued that it
would be an excuse for manufacturers
of this country to have additional pro-
tection placed on their manufac-
tures, that it would act injuriously to
the farmer, the chief consumer. He
believed the farmers of the country
were perfectly aware that the pros-
perity of manufacturers would also
contribute to their prosperity by af-
fording a market for their produets.
No system of protection which would
injure the mass of the people-the
farmers-would ever be carried by this
House; and the farmers consequently
'had very little fear on that behalf.
With regard to a duty on Indian corn

it might, perhaps, reduce the profits of
the distiller. -He did not think the
farmers would suffer by it, because he
was not aware that it was used to a
large extent by them. He knew that
in Canada we could produce coarse
grades sufficiently good for cattle feed.
In Essex, Kent, Oxford

An Hon. Member-No, no.

Mr. ORTON continuing, said that
in Welland also a considerable quantity
of Indian corn was raised. The argu-
ment that a duty on United States
cereals would increase the price of
bread-stuffs was a weak one; for Liver-
pool ruled the bread-stuff market of the
world, and no duty placed on American
cereals wôuld affect the price of bread-
stuffs in Canada. He considered that
gentlemen on the other side of the
House had entirely failed to show that
American produce coming into Can-
ada is not injurious to Canadian farmers.
The $9,000,000 worth of American pro-
ducts which were consumed in Canada
must be injurious to Canadian farmers.
Canada lost 15 cents a bushel, the sum
paid to the American miller for con-
verting the wheat into flour, on the
enormous quantity of flour imported
into Canada yearly. This alone was
a large loss to us. He then allud-
ed to the sneering manner in which
the hon. member for South Wellington
had referred to the motion maintain-
ing that such conduct would not meet
with the approval of his constituents.
The member for West Elgin had trert-
ed it in a contemptuous manner, and
had stated he would not have conde-
scended to have noticed the motion if it
had not been for the speech of the hon.
member for South Brant. For this he
did not think the hon. inember
for West Elgin would receive
the approval of his constituents.
lu conclusion* he asked that the names
of Messrs. Ferguson, Monteith and
McQuaig be struck from the Comnmittee
and the names of Mr. Charles Burpee,
Mr. Ray and M1r. Sinclair be inserted
instead.

Mr. HIGGINBOTHAM was glad
his hon. friend had taken a step in the
proper direction in order that this
matter might be investigated. le,
however, was not satisfied with the
composition of the Committee, which
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-was composed of one British Columbian,
three members from Quebec and eleven
from Ontario. This he did not con-
sider was a fair representation of the
agricultural interests of the Dominion.
ie also thought there should be a
larger number of farmers on the Com-
mittee to do the subject justice, and
proceeded to state that Canadian
farmers used a large quantity of Indian
corn for feeding stock. He held in
his hand a letter from one person who
handled 2,000 bushels a month, and
who gave the names of the persons
who bought the corn from him,
together with one man who found it to
his advantage to sell the coarser
and buy the better grades. He
had no objection to the Committee.
It would be unfair to refuse it simply
because on previous occasions the hon.
member had been unfortunate.

Mr. TROW said his business led him
to travel pretty extensively in Western
Canada, and he knew the farmers as a
iule held mortgages instead of giving

them. They were, with little exception,
a prosperous class of people, and though
he had the honour of representing an
agricultural constituency, he had not
Teceived a single letter with reference
to any change they requird. If they
had grievances they ought soon to be
removed, because it had been stated
the other night that an army of
Grangers -was to be organized to see
that the rights of the farming com-
munity were protected. He did not
see any necessity for such a movement,
since the hon. member for Norfolk,
who was a representative of the press,
could through his widely-circulated
journal say all that was requisite.

e hon. gentleman argued for rotation
of crops, and contended the land
became impoverished by not adopting
that systcm. When land becomes
impoverished it is more adapted for
the raising of vermin, that destroys
the crops. The farmers required
medical men to prescribe for the de-
struction of their enemy, and if the
mover of the resolution was not a prac-
tical agriculturist, he might aid the
farmers by prescribing some remedy
against the Hessian fly, the weevil,
or even the Colorado bug. If he could,
the farmers would be glad to find a
champion in him.

Mr. lIioGINBoTHAM.

Mr. GORDON denied that the far-
mers were in a depressed condition.
Some of them had their farms mort-
gaged, it was true, but it arose from
the fact that they wanted to buy still
more land. To say that any general
distress prevailed among the farmers
was to libel then. If they wanted
anything from this Parliament they
were not too bashful to ask for it, yet,
after the attempt of the hon, mernber
for Centre Wellington to direct public
attention to this matter, they had not
presented a single petition to this
House. If any distress prevailed were
oditors, bankers, doctors or lawyers
the men to investigate the causes of it ?
What did they know about the farm-
ing community ? One would think
there were no practical farniers in the
House to see the way in which they
were passed over. Only four of them
had been named in the first place, and
now two of the four were taken from
the Committee. low could the far-
mers look upon this as anything but
humbug ?

The statement was true that land
was not bearing as much as before,
but what good would protection do for
it? It was an evil which could be
remedied by care in agriculture and
nothing else. He believed a true
grievance did exist in the mode of
leasing land. The leases were too
short, and sufficient care was not taken
to bind down tenants to a proper course
of cultivation This was au evil to
which he hoped the attention of the
farmers would be directed.

Of the fifteen members of the pro-
posed Committee only six were Free-
Traders, and their report was a foregone
clusion. They would recommend pro-
tection; and suppose it were granted,
what good would it do to Canada as a
whole ? Any increase in the price of
food would come out of the pockets, not
of the people of the United States, but of
the fishernen of Nova Scotia and the
mechanics of our towns. He was sure
the farmers of Centre Wellington would
scorn to increase their gains in such a
manner. lie hoped the Committee
would be granted, because if it were
refused there would be a cry raised
that there was an attempt to grinds
down the farmers. An investigation
would only prove that no depressione
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existed among the agricultural com-
munity.

lion. Mr. HUNTINGTON said he
represented a farming constituency,
yet he had heard no expression of
opinion from the farmers in favour of
protection. He believed if they had
been in great distress they would have
communicated with him. He repre-
sented not only one of the wealthiest
agricultural constituencies in Canada,
but there were many wealthy manu-
facturers in the county, and not one of
his constituents had addressed him a
single expostulation against the exist-
ing condition of things.

He thought that what had occurred
on the previous night must be a pretty
fair indication, at least, that there was
some disposition on the part of those
who represented the people of this
country to protest against the doctrine
which had prevailed of late to such an
extent, to the effect that there must be
a wide movement in favor of protection.
-He had no doubt that a further oppor-
tunity would be presented for the dis-
cussion of the general question; but
as his bon. friends from Compton and
Stanstead, who like himselfrepresented
agricultural constituencies in the East-
ern Townships, seemed moved with
the desire to express the views of the
farmers so far as they understood them,
he felt that it would be unfair if he did
not speak on behalf of his constituents.
During his last two elections the cry of
protection had heen raised in his
county by the people from Montreal,
but not successfully, as the agricultu-
rists could not see the advantage of
having heavy burdens imposed on them
for the benefit of Montreal manufac-
turers. He did not have a word to say
against those who sympathized with
the distress existing in the cities of
this and other countries' and he was
bound to admit that the hon. member
for Wellington was pursuing a logical
course. If one interest was protected,
al must be equally favoured; and, of
course, this amounted to no protection
at all. Partial protection, they knew,
amounted in fact to a bounty. The
system could not be better illustrated
than by the story of a blind ffian liv-
ing near Detroit, who whittled axe
:handles, selling them at 50 cents apiece.
A Canadian at Windsor beginning to

make them with a lathe, and under-
selling him at 10 cents per helve, the
Yankee hurried to Washington and
laid his case before President Grant,
and the Committee of Ways and
Means, claimqing that a great American
industry was being prostrated, the
Americans, under the influence of the
policy which forced them to create a
slaughter-market here for their goods
at half-cost, granted protection. The
Canadian importation was arrested,
and the blind man with bis jack knife
and a'e-handles continued his former
course. le was fnot disposed to cast
reflections upon those who felt ag-
grievod owing to the existing depres-
sion; he could not but sympathize
with the unemployed in the great cen-
tres of population, but, at the same
time, they must not lose sight of the
fact that if one class was to be bolstered
up by protection, this must be extend-
ed to all desiring relief, making of
this a purely paternal Government.
His constituents desired no such aid,
unless, indeed, unfair discrimination
was shown by the House towards other
elements of the population; in such
event he did not doubt that the bon.
member for Wellington would find
himself (Hon. Mr. Huntington), along-
side of those who represented other
agricul tural constituencies in Lower
Canada, asking that they too should
have a bounty in order that they might
lift themselves over the fence by their
boot straps, as hon. gentlemen seemed
to think was possible.

Mr. BOWELL--Do I understand the
hon. gentleman to avow that he is a
Free-Trader ?

Hon. Mr. HJTUNTINGTON-1 do not
make any particular avowal. If the
hon. gentleman will put his question on.
the paper, and if it is in order, I will
answer it.

Hon. Mr. POPE said that his bon.
friend had fallen into the error in
which other bon. gentlemen became
involved, speaking of those who were
in favour of a higher tariff as Protec-
tionists. The question before the
House was not Free-Trade vs. Protec-
tion; nor was the question which the-
farmers had deeply at heart, whether
they themselves should be protected or
not. As far as his own county, and

(Mmaton 8, 1876.]The Agricutural



520 The Agricultural

that of the hon. gentleman also, was
concerned, he could say that the
farmers of the Eastern Townships felt
the very great importance of having
manufactures in their midst; being
quite willing that sufficient protection
should be given them to enable them
to prosper. This was the real issue
before the House and country. We could
not have free-trade, situated as we were
alongside of the United States ; and if
this was not possible it was a common-
sense view to take to declare that if
our neighbours were determined to
build up a wall against us, and to pre-
vent us occupying their markets while
they threw their productions into our
-country at reduced rates in order to
crush our industries-we should pro-
tect our own manufacturing interests.
He admitted that cities, perhaps, felt
more strongly touching this matter than
rural constituencies, but the latter felt
-a deep interest in it, as witness the
bonuses given in many parts of the
country in order to encourage the
establish ment of manufactures. It was
important that we should look at this
thing from a Canadian point of view
and, as far as possible, place Canadians
in a better position than they at pre-
sent held. The Dominion had pros-
pered under the revenue tariff pre-
pared by the late Administration; also
during the American civil war, which
had the effect of increasing this pro-
tection; but since its conclusion, our
neighbours had begun to compete with
us more actively, the price of labour
had fallen in their own market, and
our system of protection had proved to
be insufficient. It was not that he
would not be willing to enter into free
competition with the Americans and
run the ordiuiary chances in connection
with manufactures and everything
else, for lie thought that we might well
do it; but when we could not get this.
should we do as the Government and
the hon. gentleman did-shut our eyes
and say: Here are two theories ; take
one or the other, but do not look to the
interests of Canadians. His opinion
was, that as practical common sense
men, the proper thing for them and
the Government to do, and the only
thing that would suit the country with
respect to this or any other Adminis-
tration, was to take the different

Hon. Mr. Popz.

articles used in this country, go
thiough the list carefully, and where-
ever we could, or by a little fostering
might be able, to manufacture any
article as cheaply as any other coun-
try, such an industry should receive
the protecting care of the Government.
Such lie believed to be the feeling of
the Canadian people generally, and
notwithstanding his hon. friend's state-
ment, this, he considered, represented
the sentiments of his hon. friend's
constituents. He denied the correct-
ness of his hon. friend's assertion,
that the system of protection would
raise prices, and this lie would prove.
He would cite an instance, of the date
of 1858, when a heavy pair of boots
were worth in Canada $4, while in
Portland or Boston they could be pur-
chased for $3. Protection was subse-
quently given to our manufactures in
this respect, and the price of these
boots fell to $2.50, owing to the com-
petition created by the prudent, patri-
otic and fostering policy of the then
Government. Why should this not be
the case ? Have we not the raw mate-
rial, the bark for tanning, and the hides,
and the people to manufacture it ? All
then that was required was protection
while the industry was in its infancy.
This argument applied with equal force
to other similar cases. It was nonsense
to talk about taxing the farmer ; there
was no such intention on either side of
the House. This might be so if pure pro-
tection was demanded, as the hon.
gentleman attempted to shDw; but
this lie denied. His proposition was
that we should protect moderately
those articles which we could, under
such circumstances, manufacture as
cheaply as it could be done anywhere
else; and such articles were many in
number. It was not for the sake of
protection merely that he took this
position, but for the sake of Canadians
and Canadian interests. They ought
to look to the interests of Canadians in
this matter, and whether they, as
mechanics and farmers, would be bene-
fited by a change. He concluded by
appealing to the flouse to take a wider
and more comprehensive view of the
subject, and at the same time to ap-
peal to the sentiment of the people,

Mr. BOWELL said lie should not
have spoken on this occasion, if the
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Hon. Post Master General had conde-
scended to answer the question ho had
put to him. He was not aware that
it was necessary to put a notice on
the paper to ascertain what were his
particular views on a question before
the House. If ho wanted any infor-
ination in respect to his department,
thon it would be his duty to give that
notice, but not otherwise. It would
appear that the hon. gentleman had
had a bridle placed on his tongue
by his leader, in order to prevent in
future the necessity of having to with-
draw sentiments which were in
accord with a vast majority of the
people. The question ho wished
to ask was whether the hon. gentleman
always expressed the same views upon
the subject before the House as he had
on that occasion, or whether he was
prepared to change his views for the
particular locality in which ho might
thon be in. He was induced to ask
this question by the recollection of a
speech delivered by the hon. gentle-
man in Montreal to a large body of
manufacturers. The hon. gentleman
was roported to have then said: "In the
"first place let me speak of protection,
"a question which has been so promi-
"nently before the country for some
"time back. To a certain extent, I am
"a Protectionist."

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-Hear,
hear.

Mr. BOWELL proceeded to read
the continuation of Mr. Huntington's
speech, as follows :-" I do not believe
"that any one will maintain that the
"country should support itself by
"direct taxation. I have had frequent
"interviews with the members of
"that body, (Industrial Association)
"and have been assured by them
"that a high rate of duties was not
"what they desired. The dispute is
"fnot as to excessive imposts, but a
"just distribution so that the nascent
"manufactures indigenous to our soil,
"Bo to speak, should receive the
"benefits." These were the hon. gen-
tleman's declarations of opinion to the
merchants of Montreal. He (Mr.
Bowell) would not hesitate to take
issue with the hon. gentleman as to
his broad declaration that the farmers
of the country do not ask any protec-

tion as against the imposts placed on
the products of their farms by the
United States. He did not pretend
to say that if a reciprocity of trade could
be establisbed so far as related to the
natural products of the soil, the
Canadian farmers could compete with
Americans in their market. What the
farmers complained of, was, that whilst
they grow certain classes of grain for
exportation, they cannot get into the
American market without paying a
very high duty, and that the products
of the farmers of the United States
were admitted into Canada free. He-
was aware that since the repeal of the
Reciprocity Treaty Canadian farmers
were driven into some other mode of
utilizing the land on which they had
formerly dwelt, and the result was that
fron the Dairy they obtained more
money for less labour than they did
under the old system. He observed that
the change in the composition of the
Committee was suggested by the Pre-
mier, so that if the result of the change
had been to make the whole thing a
humbug, he was to blame and not the-
member for Wellington.

If the hon. gentleman would tell
honestly his opinion, ho would say the,
whole thing was a humbug, and done
for political purposes. It was not clap-
trap and buncombe, as the hon. mem-
ber for North Ontario termed it.
It seemed from the expression of
opinion given by certain members of
this House that no one had a right to
speak upon a question affecting his
constituency, even if it was an agri-
cultural county, unless ho happened
to be a farmer. If the farmers of
Centre Wellington had sufficient con-
fidence, as they had shown by electing
him they had, ho (Mr. Bowell) could
not conceive why members should
ridicule the hon. gentleman for expres-
sing the opinions entertained by those-
who had sent him to Parliament. No
matter whether he was a doctor or a
miller, he might be able to come to as
correct a conclusion on a question of
political economy as those who ridi-
cule him.

He (Mr. Bowell) believed the
sooner a policy was adopted by which
our tariff woId be so adjusted as to
protect the interests of every class of
the community without being oppres-
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sive to any particular class, the bettei
would it be for this country.

Mr. MILLS said ho was an agri.
culturist, representing an agricul.
tural constituency, and had as good
an opportunity of knowing the view
of the farmers on this question, in hiE
own section at all events, as those who
had spoken in this debate. Their
opinion, ho believed, was that they
should be let alone. It was not in the
power of this House to do much for
them by increasing the burdens of any
portion of the people; but rsomething
could be done by economy and reduc-
tion of taxation.

Some hon, members had argued that
it was of great consequence to the
farmer to have a market at his door,
that it would save him the cost of
transportation for his products and for
the goods ho consumed. Those who
used that argument forgot that each
farmer raised four times as much as ho
required for his own use. We would,
therefore, require a manufacturing
population of 12,000,000 in this coun-
try so that the agriculturists would not
represent more than 25 per cent. of
the whole.

Some hon. gentlemen had advocated
a reciprocal or retaliatory tariff as
against the United States. They argued
that such a policy would greatly benefit
the farmers. A friend had furnished
him a pertinent illustration of the
working of such a system. West On-
tario is much botter suited for the
production of barley than corn.
A Canadian farmer sells 500 bushels
of barley to a United States purchas-
or at 90 cents per bushel, and is met
by a tariff of 15 per cent., which leaves
him only $375 from the sale. -He buys
with that amount 833 bushels of corn
and returns with it to Canada. Sup-
pose this retaliatory policy were adopt-
-ed, ho would have to pay on that corn
$125 duty, by way of punishing the
Yankees for their narrow and unwise
policy. That farmer would conclude the
views of the hon. member for Centre
Wellington were not calculated to pro-
mote the prosperity of the agriultural,
community.

By the trade and navigation returns
of the United States for the year end.
ing June 30th, 1873, he observed that
the importations of corn into Canada

Mr. BoWELL.

were 7,418,711, and the quantity ex-
ported from the Dominion during the
same period was 6,242,976 bushels.
What did the hon. gentleman propose
to accomplish by the taxation of what
was imported? Simply to deprive Ca-

i nadians of the carrying trade.
Mr. ORTON-Couldn't that pass

through in bond ?
Mr. MILLS-Would that be of any

advantage to Canada?
Mr. ORTON-Yes, we would have

the carrying trade.
Mr. MILLS said we had that already,

and we had in addition the business
of converting that corn into meal be-
fore exporting it, an advantage which
we would lose by the adoption of a re-
taliatory policy.

Mr. WALLACE said by referring to
the trade and navigation returns of
Canada for last year, ho found the ex-
ports of corn from Canada last year
amounted to only 27,000 bushels.

Mr. YO UNG-You are only taking
a portion of it.

Mr.WALLACE-No, I am taking the
whole.

-Mr. MILLS-What would be the re-
sult if the hon. gentleman succeeded ?
If ho examined the industries of
Western Canada ho would find that
if the Americans excluded barley,
beans, wool, cattle and sheep from
their market they would almost
completely cripple for the time boing
the Canadian farmer. When the hon.
gentleman proposed a war of tariffs
and a policy of retaliation-because
every observation ho had made in ask-
ing for a Committee pointed to that-
ho proposed a contest from which we
could reap no possible advantage, but
probably sorious injury. The hon.
gentleman from Com pton had inform-
ed the House that tThe imposition of
duties would not affect prices; this
was a novel doctrine. But what was
the object of protection ?-To increase
prices. What had been the policy of
the hon. gentlemen opposite ? To ad-
grit raw materials employed in our
aanufacturing industries free of duty,

and farnish them to manufacturers at
the leat possible cost. But if taxation.
did not increase prices, what was the
objectioL to taxing raw materials. It
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required no analysis to show that the
argument was fallacious. The only
result that could follow such a system
would be a general system of taxation,
burdensome to all classes of the com-
munity. In the census lie found in-
cluded as engaged in manufacturing
industries, 10,213 blacksmiths, in no
way dependent upon any system of
protection; 5,400 shoemakers, 2,700
bakers, and 908 persons engaged in the
manufacture of cheese. All those
persons-and they formed no incon-
siderable proportion of those classed as
manufacturers-were in every way
identified with the agricultural popu-
lation and their interests, and were
therefore improperly classified. In
fact the whole classification was absurd.
Ten thousand people were mentioned
as concerned in the manufacture of
clothing, but they would be so employed
whether the cloth which they made
up were manufactured here or import-
ed. So it was with regard to hundreds
of others. It was not possible for any
Government to prevent failures in
business. No Government could com-
pensate for want of judgment, skill,
prudence or foresight on the part of
those engaged in trade. The hon.
member for South Norfolkrepresented
that the farming population of the
country were in a deplorable condition,
but lie (Mr. Mills) did not regard this
opinion as either correct or justified.
The large amount of money deposited
in the banks of the country by agri-
culturists was entirely inconsistent
with the hon. gentleman's statement.
There would be, of course, among the
larmers, men who would become in-
volved in difficulty and lose their pro-
perty, just as there would be among
men following mercantile and manu-
facturing pursuits; but these failares
were beyond the reach of any Govern-
ment, and if the right hon. member
for Kingston were in power now, he
could not give to idleness and folly the
rewards which alone fall to the lot of
the prudent and industrious.

Mr. RYMAL was rather anxious
that the Committee should be granted,
for he was certain that if practical and
intelligent farmers were examined
they would show that they merely
wanted to be severely let alone. He
had been a farmer for nearly forty

years, and he did not think that the
exclusion of American coarse grains
from our markets would increase the
price of these grains here. He had in
Hamilton sold barley to an American
some few years ago, and purchased
immediately afterwards American corn
to replace it, making in a few hours 80
or 90 per cent. clear profit, and lie had
frequently repeated the transaction.
He thought the agriculturists ofNorfolk
County were on the whole as prosper-
ous as those of other sections of the
Dominion. Some farmers would always
be poor, and protection could not
change their condition. A number
were also inflated with high ideas; they
dressed like princes and were clothed
in scarlet and fine linen, exhausting
their resources. This was also the case
with many manufacturers. This was
one reason why so many of them failed.
If they went to work with their own
capital and understood their business
properly, so many of them as do would
not go to the wall. He at least recollec-
ted a gentleman who rode into Parlia-
ment some few years ago on this
agricultural hobby; lie saw his suc-
cessor over there, for he rode in and
rode out again ; and his hon. friend,
that gentleman's successor, had never
ventured to mount the hobby which had
thrown his predecessor.

le did not know if his hon. friend
from Wellington was a skilful rider or
not, but the hon. gentleman would find
this animal was somewhat tricky. He
would venture to assert the bon. gen-
tleman would find himself thrown into
the horse-pond some time or other.
He thought the hon. gentleman was
rather severe on his old friend and
chum from the South Riding of Wel-
lington. He had intimated that on
account of that gentleman's reluctance
to assist him in this great work,
his constituents would not again return
him as their representative. That
gentleman lad represented the South
Riding of Wellington for a good many

years, and had been elected by accla-
mation on several occasions. Another
of Mis friends had also been attacked
on the same grounds, but he (Mr.
Rymal) was satisfied that if he con-
tinued in the same straightforward
course of conduct which had charao-
terized his political career so far, ho

-The Agriculttiral (Mý&nOs 8, 1876.]



524 . Routine

would long be the member for the North
Eiding of Norfolk in spite of the hon.
gentleman opposite. He advised the
Government to grant the Committee,
and let the the hon. gentleman choose
to serve on it whoever lie pleased,
for the greater absurdities he made in
the selection tbe greater would be
the absurdities in the report, in all pro-
bability.

Mr. MILLS-I can now give the
hon. gentleman the staticties I referred
to in the course of my observations.
I find here that the exportation of
Indian corn, not the produce of Canada,
was last year 2,051,691 bushels, whilst
the amount exported, produced in
Canada, was 28,499 bushels.

Mr. WALLACE regarded the trade
and navigation returns from which
the statistics were taken, as erroneous.

Mr. ORTON said he had made the
changes he had moved at the sugges-
tion of the Premier. Eight of the
Committee were engaged in farming,
sud lie was perfectly satisfied with a
majority connected with the agricul-
tral interest. He moved the amend-
ment of his Committee as suggested.

The SPEAKER called attention to
the fact that the motion had already
been adopted, and the hon gentlemon
could not move an amendment to his
own motion.

On the motion of the Hon. Mr.
Mackenzie the amendment was
carried.

The•motion as amended was then
adopted.

ENGINEERS.

Mr. COOK moved the second read-
ing of the Bill to' provide for the ex-
amination of persons employed as en-
g neers elsewhere than on steamboats.

e said that when he formerly intro-
duced a similar Bill lie had been re-
quested to withdraw it.

He withdrew the motion, but be found
thatthe objeotions takenbythePremier
a few nights ago were not the same as
he had made in the former Session.
He (Mr. Cook) intended to change the
Bill in some respects and to make it
Apply to locomotives. He supposed
under such circumstances the G&vern-
ment would not oppose it. It was
argued that steamboats carrying a large

Mr. RYMAL

number of passengers should have,
competent engineers. The same argu-
ment applied to locomotives. To meet
the objection that it applied to small
establishments as well as large ones, he
proposed to exclude all those places
where steam was used from the opera-
tion of the act where less than twenty
persons were employed.

Another objection was that this Bill
affected trade and navigation and should,
therefore, be introduced by resolution.
By reference to the Statutes of 1867 it
would be seen that the Act relating to-
the examination of engineers on steam-
boats was introduced and passed through
the louse without having been founded
on a resolution. If this could be done
in one case it could also be done in the
other. The same remark applied to
the objection to the clause imposing
a penalty. Last Session the hon.
gentleman who then represented West
Toronto introdueed a Bill to suppress
gambling houses, which imposed a
penalty of $50. That Bill passed and
was now on the Statute Book. If this
measure was wrong so was the other.
However, to meet that ground, instead
of imposing a fine he would make a.
violation of the provisions ofthis Bill a
misdemeanor.

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. gentle-
man cannot impose a penalty or fee of
any kind without the assent of the
Crown, and even if he had this sanction
it must originate in Committee of the
Whole, inasmuch as it 'imposes restric-
tions on trade.

Mr. COOK said he would with-
draw the bill, but lie gave notice that
he would move to have it referred to
the Supreme Court in order to have
their decision as to whether the,
matters proposed in it were within the
jurisdiction of the Dominion Parlia-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER said that the Bill
had no existence on the Records of the-
IHouse and he did not see how it could
be referred to the Supreme Court.

The Bill was dropped.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE.

Hon. J. H. CA.MERON moved the,
second reading of Bill to amend-the,
law relating to Criminal procedure.
He proposed that this Bill and
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Bill No. 12 should be read the
second time without discussion and
referred to a select Committee who
should consider them carefully,
and if they should report them back to
the House the principles they con-
tained could be discussed and decided
upon. A resolution for whic.h the hon.
member for North York had given
notice, and of which he (Kr. Cameron)
did not approve, might also be referred
to the same Committee to be consider-
ed and reported upon in the saine way.

Mr. DYMOND said the hon. member
had very kindly anticipated a sugges-
tion he (Mr. Dymond) was about to
make, that the gentlemen who consti-
tuted this Committee should also
.onsider this resolution which be bad
put on the notice paper some days
ago. Of course this was a subject on
which be did not presume to express
any positive opinion of bis own. For
vears past a nuniber of circumstances
came under bis notice which led him
to believe that the concession to persons
charged with felony, of the right, if
they choose, to submit themselves for
examination under oath, would be
attended with advantageous results in
the interest of justice. All legal reforms
are slow in their growth. Receontly in
England, and more recently still in
Canada, we have admitted the plaintiff
and defendants in civil cases to give
.evidence. It is supposed that this
would be productive of perjury, but
the prejudice bas been dispelled by
exp erience.

It seemed absurd that witnesses
should be called from distant places to
give evidence of a secondary character,
while the man who could, if he would
tell the whole trutb, stood silent before
the Court, or at all events was only
able to make a statement through bis
counsel, which was liable to be dis-
credited because it was not verified by
examination or cross-examination .
The objections to this, proposal mainly
were, that if this right were
given to the accused it could hardly be
refused to the accuser; but there are
limitations to taking evidence in civil
cases. There are.cases where persons
are so situated that they are not
allowed to give evidence. That being
the case, precisely the same limitations
could be imposed in criminal trials.
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There is a dread that we should
adopt the continental system of placing
the accused under the examination of
the Judges, who in fact become the
accusers. He believed it was possible
for us, proceeding step by step, to grant
the privilege to the accused without
going farther. This reform would
tend to the morality of the bar. In-
stead of basing his argument on the
excuse or falshood of the prisoner, the
counsel would found it on bis evidence.
Where there was a good case the ac-
cused would be induced to enter the wit-
ness-box and submit himself to ex-
aminati on and cross-examination, and
a higher tone would be infused into
our judicial proceedings.

Mr. BROOKS did not wish to anti.
cipate the discussion on this Bill (No.
10) when it would be reported to the
Ilouse-if it ever came back -but he
regarded the first provision as a danger-
ous innovation in criminal procedure.
It was a proposal to examine witnesses
under commission, not only in foreign
countries but in other portions of the
Dominion. It is one of the elementary
principles of our procedure in crimîinal
matters, that trial shall be open and in
the face of the world; that the exam-
ination and cross-examination shall be
such as will tend most fully and fairly
to illustrate the truth of the evidence
which is given. lie feared the effect
of this change would not be one which
would advance the interests of justice.
le was afraid we should attain to a less
perfect degree the truth which was to
be sought for, but would find in addi-
tion to the ordinary crimes there would
be a greater amount of perjury. Upon
this subject lie might say there was a
great danger in this alteration, from
the fact that those who would be likely
to commit perjury would not be liable
to a penalty. If a commission were
sent abroad the witness could never be
punished for giving false evidence.

He was not aware that under the
administration of our law as it had
been administered for so many years,
there had been any case-or at
any rate, any number of cases--where-
in justice had suffered for want of the
power that would be conferred by this
Bill; and he might say that so far as
criminals were concerned, in the large
majority of cases where parties were
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brought to trial for crimes alleged to
have been conimitted by them, they
might fairly be presumed to be guilty.
Our laws throw around the criminal so
many guards and protections to be
observed by the Crown before convic-
tion could be obtained, that it was al-
most impossible for the conviction of
innocent persons to take place. Let
them look at what would be the effect
of this change in procedure. It would
perhaps be greater in this than in
most countries, owing to the position of
the adjoining country. Under the
provisions of this Bill, a criminal com-
mitted for trial might immediately
apply to any Judge of the Court having
jurisdiction for a Commission to ex-
amine witnesses in a foreign country;
and ail those who were at all conver-
sant with criminal practice knew that
one of the great means of defonce on
the part of criminals was to look about
in order to obtain evidence. They cared
very little whether it was true or
false, if it might exculpate them from
the charge, and they were aware from.
the number of cases constantly brought
before our Courts, that there was the
very strongest ineentive, on the part of
the accused to manufacture evidence.
The result of the powers sought to be
eonferred would be this:--Any crim-
inal desirous of obtaining false
evidence would at once avail him-
8elf of those provisions, and in
this way : We did not live far
from the boundary line, and instead of
bringing witnesses to exculpate an ac-
cused person before the Court in order
that the Judge and jury might deter-
mine the weight to be given to their
statements from their demeanour, they
would find that in almost every
case of importance applications for
commissions to examine them in a
foreign country would be made. Al-
though in regard to this matter he did
not at al have the experience of
the hon. gentleman who had pro-
posed the measure, what little ex-
perience he had had, though not
in the same direction, in the pro-
secution of criminals, he still thought
that this point ought to be con-
sidered before a Bill of this kind
was passed. At present all the
protections and guards which were
practically necessary, had been thrown

Mr. BROOKS.

around the criminal; while the Crown
had nio interest in, and no desire for
the conviction of an innocent party.

Since this Bill was introduced a prac-
tical illustrat ion had been presented of
what would undoubtedly have been the
result had these powers been given.
This occurred during the trial of a man
for felony, within a few mil, s of the
boundary line. Upon his defence he
adduced the evidence of the relative,
whose testimony, had it been true,
would have entirely exculpated him ;
and it was only from this faet that w-e
were enabled-by means of the appear-
anee of the witness, his hesitating
manner, and a rigorous cross-examina-
tion, and not by the direct facts- -for
the statements were so made that dis-
proot was impossible-to obtain a con-
viction against a party undoubtedly
guilty, who had induced a witness to
perjure himself in the box. With re-
gard to this question it might be said
that the innovation was only a change
as to the manner of procedure. le
took it that a change of procedure
in our Courts, in orimiial matters, vas
a vital change which was of the high-
est importrnce, and which should not
be made unless for very grave reasons.
In some single isolated cases there
might be undoubtedly grounds for the
course the hon. gentleman proposed ;
but the exception proved the rule. And
he had yet to learn that in this country
there has been a conviction, or any
number of convictions, of innocent
persons, or any injustice suffered by
reason of the non-attendance of wit-
nesses whose testimony could be ob-
tained by commission. Again, there
was another serious objection to
the examination of witnesses under
commission on these points-it was
very difficult indeed to arrive at
the truth. There was a provision in-
viting the Crown to attend to these
matters. The practical result would
be that it would have to be represent-
ed in every initance, and this might
involve not only the very greatest in-
convenience but the greatest possible
expense. There was no limit what-
ever to the issue of these commissions.
Again during the trial of these cases
very much depended upon the-whole
of the evidence being in at one and
the same time, and very often the
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means of disproving or discrediting a
witness were only given at the time
of the trial, although the facts might
be known priorto the trial. Of course
under this provision such evidence
must be taken prior to the trial ; com-
missions were conducted almost in
private, and the witness did not there,
as before the Court, have before his
eyes the fear of punishment if he com-
mitted perjury, or of a rigorous cross-
examination under the eyes of a Judge
and jury who had listened to the evi-
dence placed before them. He would,
therefore, make statements he would
never dare to offer under the other cir-
cumstances mentioned. There was
also, to his mind, a very strong objec-
tion concerning the matter of detail.
Provision was made to enable the pri-
soner to make application for such a
commission before any Judge of a
Court having jurisdiction, whether in
the district where he was held for trial
or in any other district. He could
understand why the privilege of ex-
amining witnesses under commission
was limited, and lie feared that the
consequences of an act of this kind in
connection with our criminal proceed-
ings would be very serious, unless
there have been or should be shown to
exist practical cases of hardship, where
actual injustice had been comnitted.
The danger of doing injustice was very
great. The innovation his hon. friend
attempted to make in our criminal
proceedings was very dangerous, and
one which lie thought ought to be
opposed.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) said ho
was disposed to agree with almost all
that had fallen from the meiber from
Sherbrooke. Of course, on this subject
le had some little experience, but
rothing like that of his hon. friend
from Cardwell. AlthogIh framed on
behalf of the C own, he would say this,
that the Bill if it became law would open
thedoor to very great abuses, and he
agreed with the ob-ervations of the
bon. member for Sherbrooke, that
no case had come under his observation
in which serious injustice had resulted
to any persons in consequence of the
absence of any such provision. Al
who were engaged in the practice of
the law knew the valuless character of
evidence taken under commissions;
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that in civil cases also it was regarded
as the slightest possible weight; and it
was never used when it could possibly
be avoided, for the reason suggested
by his hon. friend-that evidence
taken in writing, when a tribunal has
to decide upon it without the oppor-
tunity of seeing the witness, and ob-
serving his demeanour, and thereby
forning an opinion of bis credibility,
receives very little consideration.
With reference to cases tried before
juries, as criminal cases would neces-
barily be, he had observed that juries
almost invariably disregarded or paid
very little attention to evidence read
to them from commissions. For these
reasons it would be found that the prac-
tice would be of little value to the
prisoner, and no doubt it would be
very much abused. Another reason
why it was not necessary that they
should not have this kind of legisla-
tion-of course in civil cases it was
essential, because they had to enquire
about transactions occurring in
foreign countries, remote distances
and inplaces where the witnesses
were not resident under the juris
diction of the Court-was that in
criminal cases the transaction has
always happened at our own doors,
and therefore there was not the same
necessity for sending commissions all
over the world as is necessary in civil
cases. There was one part of the Bill,
however, the last clause, about the evi-
dence of accomplices, le thought a
very nccessary and proper provision. It
was one that bad reecntly attracted a
good deal of attention. Pecently a
judge had held that the evidence of an
accomplice was competent, and had
advised the jury to convict on it, and
they did. A new trial was moved foi,
which was refused, and the Court of
Appeal sustained the refusal, holding
that the direction of the Judige was a
correct one. Those who had been en-
gaged lm the law were aware of the
unreliable character of the evidence of
accomplices, and he thought it
was desirable that there should be sone
such line taken as his hon friend had
suggested by the last clause. 'He
expressed his entire concurrence with
the views of the lion. member for
Cardwell as to the inexpediency of
such an amendment as that suggested
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by the hon. member for North
York.

Mr. MOUSSEAU could not at all
understand why the Courts, and the
highest Courts in the country, should
be in some measure plaeed in such a
position as was proposed, in order that
thieves might be advantaged. At the
Criminal Court in Montreal, where Mr.
Ritchie, Q.C., and hiniself represented
the Crown, at least seven or eikht
piek-pockets from New York bad been
at a comparatively recent date tried and
eonvicted; but if such a provision as
is here presented had then existed,
-evidence would have been taken on
their behalf before Commissioners in
New York of witnesses who were their
accomplices, and who had also spent
several years in United States peni-
tentiaries. The witnesses examined for
their defence were proved to be accon-
plices, and under the circumstances
mentioned they would have proved a
very strong alibi, which under our
present system would be impossible.

Besides, if these provisions were
adopted, a fundamental and essential
rule of both criminal and civil law
would be violated. He spoke parti-
cularly on behalf of Quebec, where
enquettes in civil cases were conducted
without a Judge being present, and
so:metimes even in the absence of the
parties concerned. This system had
proved to be far from satisfactory ;
and they had returned .to the old
method-witnesses being heard in
presence of a Judge, and also of ajury
in certain instances. This gave much
greater security. In Quebec a law had
been passed giving, in civil cases, the
right to all parties to have witnesses
heard before a Judge; and in Ontario
it bad been provided that witnesses
should be heard before a Judge and
jury. The provisions of this measure
were generous towards the accused
persons, even to absurdity; the at-
tempted innovations were perfectly
useless and inadvisable. Hiaving al-
luded, at some length, to the curious
and important case of Beauregard,
who, some years ago, was -tried at St.
Hyacinthe for the murder of a man
named Charron, in whose company ho
had last been seen, ho stated that ho
objected to one of the clauses as not
only useless but even dangerous, be-

Mr. CAMERoN.

cause it confirmed a principle which
did not now exist, that the uncor-
roborated proof of an accomplice could
be accepted. Hfe would vote against the
second reading.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) said
he was happy to sec the Bill intro-
duced. le had listened with a great
deal of attention and considerable pro-
fit to the remarks of the hon. member
for Sherbrooke. It was truc, as that
gentleman said, that in our systen the
burden of proof rests with the Crown
as against the prisoner. Those who
had large experience in criminal mat-
ters must know that while the duty
of the officers of the Crown was simply
to bring the matter before the Judge
and jury, yet that rule was sometimes
exceeded, and Crown Counsel, in his
zeal, pressed for conviction almost as
strongly as in civil cases. The pro-
vision in question was attacked be-
cause the witness could not be brough t
before the Court. There may be cases
in which injustice has been donc to
prisoners because there was no such pro-
vision. He knew of instances where
witnesses outside the jurisdiction of the
Court were confined in jail, who could
only be brought froin remote parts un-
der an Order, which had to be obtained
wherever evidence was of importance
to the prisoner, and his circuinstances
were such as would not enable him to
bring the witness. In his Province,
owing to recent legislation, that diffi-
culty had been overcome, and he saw
there .was a provision in the second
section to prevent the Court being im-
posed upon to a great extent. Inter-
rogatories were to be prepared, which
would be sent to a foreign country and
submitted to the person appointed ex-
aminer, and by him to the witness, so
that, as far as those interrogatories are
concerned, the Crown as well as the
prisoner will be represented. This
provision might rarely be put in opera-
tion,but that was no objection te the Bi l.
He considered prisoners should be
given every opportuni ty of making out
their case, and particularly so in view of
the fact that the Crown was, generally
speaking, well represented. He did
not regard it as an argument against
the Bill that every man charged with
crime was probably guilty, and that
therefore his testimony was.likely to be
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questionable. As a matter of fact, the
evidence vas just as likely to be of a
good character as of a questionable
character. Thed it was urged that
this provision might be used for the
purpose of delay. It was, however,
tbr the Judge to decide whether the
motion was made with a view to delay
or on behalf of justice. He did not
think it would be safe, as far as the
interests of the Crown and the prisoner
were concerned, to adopt the amend-
ment of the hon. member for North
York, and he hoped the hon.'inember
for Cardwell would not withdraw his
Bill, but that he would endeavour to
have it passed.

lon. Mr. CAM ERON said he had not
anticipated a discussion on the second
reading of the Bill. Incivil suits, even
in the case of a claim of $100, it was
competent to obtain a commission to a
foreign country. But in a criminal
case which involved the life, honour or
reputation of the criminal, a commission
could not be obtained. It was apparent
that the law required amendment in
this particular, and no one could for a
moment imagine that this was a matter
which really ought not to be remedied.
It was a subject which had been
maturely considered, and 'when there
were Acts of Parliament allowing these
commissions to be issued in certain
cases, there could be no reason why
they should not be extended to a greater
degree. It had been stated that this
Act might be taken advantage of to
create delay, but the Court in all cases
must be asked to intervene and decide
upon this point. Affidavits must be
forwarded to show that the witness
was a material one. le then alluded
to the fact that the Criminal Court of
Appeal in England had decided that
the evidence of an accomplice was
competent evidence ; a case had also
been brought before the Superior Court
in Upper Canada with the saine result,
and the judgement of the Superior
Court was confirmed by the Court of
Appeal
Pe did not think the fact of a man

being under sentence should exclude
him from giving evidence, because as
he regarded it the fact of his being
under sentence was a circumstance in
favour of his giving truthful evidence
with the hope of pardon. He looked upon
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the change of procedure as one of an
important character, and as an honest
one in the right direction.

Mr. KIRKPATIRICK said although
he had listened with a great deal of
pleasure to the arguments of the lion.
member for Cardwell he could not agree
with him. H1e did not think the
House should pass the. first clause. It
would be establishing a dangerous
precedent in our criminal procedure to
allow witnesses to be examined by
commision, not only for the reasons
given by the hon. member for
Sherbrooke, but also because with our
long line of frontier and the great
facilities afforded for accomplices to
escape across the line, it would
be very easy for the person accused
of a crime to send for the evidence
of a person who would be afraid to
come to'this country, and who would
be likely to make statements with a
view to exculpating his friend. The ar-
gument, it would be better that ninety-
nine guilty persons should escape than
one innocent person should be punished
does not apply to this case. Few cases
are likely to arise where the commission
would be required ; but if a man should
be so unfortunate as to be convicted
because his friend will not come forward
to give evidence, he can appeal to the
Crown ; and if a reasonable case can be
made out, the Crown would take it into
consideration; therefore, no injustice
would arise. If this Act should pass,
in ninety cases out of every hundred,
the commission would be asked for,
because in criminal cases every artifice
is tried to obtain delay. Witnesses
would crop up on the other side who
would be ready to swear to anything,
because the likelihood to be prosecutedt
for perjury would be very light indeed.
That commissions are granted in civil
casés is no reason why they should be
allowed in criminal trials. There must
be much stronger proof in the latter
case, and the possibility of obtaining a
verdict against an innocent man is
very slight.

As to the second clause, with regard
to the evidence of accomplices, the
Bill contained the correct principle,
because we should have the anomaly
which exists swept away He would
have great pleasure in voting for the
second part of the Bill.
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Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
tho Bill commended itself to his
judgment. It was about time
some act of this kind was passed for
the purpose of enabling defendants in
criminal proceedings to protect, not
only in some cases their honour and
reputation, but also their lives. He
could not see why the sane method
should not be pursued in criminal as
in civil cases. The argument that ap-
plications would be made to procure
delay had not much weight, inasmuch
as there was a very considerable guard
placed upon that by the section of the
Bill which states the application must
be male to the Judge, and he must
grant an order for the commission to
issue. There is no doubt great injus-
tice may he done to a defenda -it by not
allowing him to examine witnesses
de bene esse on his behalf. If
the witness happens to be away
from the country it should
commend itself to the common sense of
the House, there should be an opportu-
nity of procuring his testimony. The
same argument should apply where a
witness for the defendant, is unable
to travel or is about to leave
the Province. For these reasons the
measure should meet with the approval
of the House.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE was not sorry this
discussion had taken place, inasmuch as
he believed all important measures like
this should receive more discussions
than one. This Bill ought to be re-
ceived with the greatest consideration.
The long and very wide experience of
the hon. member for Cardwell, in that,
as in all other departments of law,
with which this Bill was concerned,
entitled his suggestions to the greatest
respect. le (Mr. Blake) would have
supposed clause four unnecessary but
for the fact that no less than three
Judges of the Court of Criminal Juris-
diction had expressed their opinion
that it is doubtful if criminals under
sentence can be examined as witnesses.

bon. Mr. CAMERON-Two Judges
in England have also expressed the
same opinion.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE thought,therefore,
the point should be made perfectly
clear. The reasoning which admits
the evidence of these persons after

Mr. KiRKPATRICK.

their sentence has been worked out, is
entirely in favour of their evidence
being admitted while they are under-
going their sentence. ý

With reference to the earlier
sections three applied to the case
of a commission being issued, and the
proposai, somewhat cognate of
his hon. friend from North York,
some general observations might, per-
haps, be made to which no allusion
had been made in the debate. He
would say with regard to the proposi-
tion of his friend from North York,
that it was one of a very serious char-
acter, which he did not think could be
entertained or be engrafted upon the
legislation of the country otherwise
than through a Bill introduced for
that purpose, giving all parties oppor-
tunty for discussion and considera-
tion ; and he considered that its introduc-
tion at this stage would be an unfortu-
nate precedent. Concerning the pro-
posal of his hon. friend regarding the
tirst three clauses, one or two general
observations could here be offered.
Many things were logical, clear and
impregnable in this relation, which
they did not practically see their way
to attaining. Rules prevailing with
regard to civil cases, could not be
wholly adapted to criminal cases, and
all the arguments which had been em-
ployed with respect to the right of a
prisoner to have a commission, applied
with fully equal force to the proposal
that a prisoner who had been unjustly
condemned, as he said, owing to the lack
of a witness, or who had suddenly discov-
ered a new witness, should have a new
trial. He admitted that it was a prac-
tical question, but contended that they
could not reach abstract justice and
perfection of procedure. For this they
could not hope; and how near could
they come ? They must balance the
probable mischiefs. As to these
there was, in his judgment, much prac-
tical force in the suggestions which
had been made in connection with
what might be the result in a
great many criminal trials if the
evidence were to be taken on coin-
mission. The examination of wit-
nesses in Court was very important,
and the cross-examination was the
supreme test which decided what
weight was to be given to the testi-
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narny. He was afraid that the prac-
tical result ot giving power to have
commissions issue would be, in a
great many cases, that persons who per-
haps were living in the country or
within a few miles of the boundary
line, would remain away and give their
evidence by commission. le did not
think an honest witness would act in
this way, or see how any witness who
was not concerned in the crime or in
some improper act could do so. It was
the witness who dreaded the test of
cross-examination under such circum-
stances who absented himself. It was
just such witnesses that should be exam-
ined before the Courts. The Bill
seemed defective in detail, because
it did not propose to give the
Crown the same power. The intention
was to give it, but the language
of the Bill was somewhat obscure.
His hon. friend, with his usual candour,
would admit that they could not pro-
ceed in this relation on principles of
abstract justice, of what was logically
correct, or of what was done in civil
cases. The question was a practical
one, of how far they could with safety
go, and where between conflicting dan-
gers was to be found the safest course
;to be pursued. He thought a Select
Committee would pause before report-
ing to the louse in favour of the issue
ýof such commissions, and if it should so
report it was probable that his hon.
friend's clauses would be guarded with
some further provisions.

So much said with reference to the
first three clauses, and now an observa-
tion on the 5th. His hon. friend from
Cardwell had quite correctly stated
what the objection to the law-so to
speak-was. It was the law that
a prisoner or accused, could be convict-
ed upon the evidence of an accomplice ;
that was the law both of England and
of Canada. The accused night be con-
victed upon the uncorroborated evid-
ence of an accomplice. What had been
laid down for so many years, or as his
lhon. friend said, what was invariably
laid down as the rule by the Judges, was
not so laid down by the law. In charg-
ing, they tell the jury that it is the right
to convict upon the uncorroborated
evidence of an accomplice, without
advising them to do so, but it was
unsafe so to convict ; and as a

rule the jury take the advice. In
offering that advice the Judges were
called upon to charge the jury as to
whether there wa.s sufficient corrobo-
ration or not ; they wero called upon
to point out what was corroborative, in
order to permit the jury to weigh the
evidence of the accomplice and convict
upon it. low far it was fit to attempt
to mould into a short clause the rules
of Court ; how far his friend on the
Committee might be successful in plac-
ing-precisely upon its present foot-
ing as appropriate-the charge of the
Judge as the law upon the Statute
Book was a question. There was,
however, a point to which he desired
to direct the attention of his hon.
friend and the Committee without
expressing a positive opinion on it
himself. It had been ruled that
this view, with reference to the uncor-
roborated evidence of an accomplice
being unsafe ground for conviction,
applied to the testimony of any number
of accomplices. It seemed to him open
to question how far that would be a
sound rule to lay down in the Statute
Book. He did not pretend to say there
was not some danger in convicting
upon the testimony, even of a number
of aceomplices, but he could well
conceive a case in which the Judge, the
jury and the public at large might be
absolutely convinced, in such a sense as
would render them satisfied that justice
had been obtained, by the evidence of
several accomplîces, although not in
the view of the law as expounded by the
Judges as corroborative evidence. Then
he would throw out for his hon. friend
the suggestion how far it would
be well to attempt to deal with
the question. He was a little
apprehensive that the result of the
clause, if passed in its present shape,
would be to leave the law precisely
as the Statute is now, and in attempt-
ing to obviate an anomaly they might
unsettle the unwritten law or practice
of the Judges. , Having been quite
ready to assent to the 4th clause,
deeming the 5th clause well worthy of
consideration,and entertaining a favour-
able opinion of the others, he thought
the best course to pursue was that the
Bill be referred to a Select Committee
before the final decision of the flouse
was pa -sed upon it.
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The Bill was read a second time and
referred to a Select Committee.

The House adjourned at Twenty-
five minutes past Twelve, a.m.

H1OUSE OF COMMONS.

THURsDAY, MARCH[ 9.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Five
minutes past Three, p.m.

BILL INTRODUCED.

Mr. COLBY-To enable Ozro Mor-
rell to obtain a patent for certain in-
ventions and improvements in sewing
machine shuttles.

FELONIES AND MISDEMEANOURs.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
to make other provisions as to the more
speedy trial in certain cases of persons
charged with felonies and misdemea-
nours in Ontario and Quebec.

He observed that mischiefs appeared
to have grown up under the operation
of the present Statute, which required
a remedy. The measure he submitted
proposed to give the Crown the right
of objecting to any speedy trial until
the sitting of the next Court of compe-
tent jurisdiction. If a prisoner elected
to be tried summarily, the proper
attorney might consent on the part
of the Crown ; but if the Attorney was
of contrary opinion, a warrant of re-
mand for a time not exceeding eight
days should be made out, and the
attorney should communicate with
the Attorney General of the Province,
communicating the particulars of the
case and his reasons for declining his
consent. If the Attorney General ap-
proved of deflnite remand it was per-
mitted; but if not the record was drawn
up as under the present Act. Mis-
chiefs had become apparent with
regard to further procedure in such
cases. The law required that such trials
should be held at the earliest practicable
moment; and as to expense, it was to
be observed that what was saved in
maintenance was often largely in-
creased in the conduct of prisoners.
Publicity and solemnity were two
essentild elements in the administra-
tion of justice; and these were lost
under the present system of procedure,

Bon. Mr. BLÂAKE.

which was hardly creditable. The-
prisoners feared publicity, and he was,
informed that under this influence they
often chose such a mode of trial; and
frequently so little decorum was ob-
served that it was difficult to distin-
guish which was the Judge, which
the counsel, or which the prisoner. He
proposed to remedy this, by providing
for frequent and regular sittings of the
Courts in question. Notice was to beý
given at least five days previously, in
order to ensure the attendance of the
public; and it was certainly desirable
that there should be a decent regard
for the proper forms and ceremonies
under such circumstances, for which he
had made provision. In case it was
thought necessary and proper, the ap-
plication of this measure would be
extended to the other Provinces.

He proposed to repeal the legislation
giving to police and stipendiary magis-
trates the same powers as County
Court Judges, and to leave the latter
alone the power to speedily try crim-
inals.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he quite approved of that part of the
Bill providing for some check being
held over the summary trial of a
criminal at his own request, by the
Judge. In all that was said F bout the
importance of publicity and solemnity,
and a Court preserving proper dignity
and holding itself as a Court in the-
public view, he thoroughly agreed
with the hon. gentleman. The other
parts of the Bill also seemed to be well
considered and well advised. He also
admitted the desirability that there-
should be similarity in our criminal
procedure all over the Dominion; yet
the efficient administration of justice-
was more important and should not be
interfered with merely for the sake of
securing uniformity in procedure.

Tho Bill was read the first time.

POSTAL IRREGULARITIES.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) called atten-
tion to the fact that quite a number of
volumes of last year's Ilansard sent by
mail from the distribution office had
never reached their destination. Ile
wished to know if the Postmaster
General could furnish any information
on the subjeet.
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lon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said he
learned now for the first time, with a
great deal of regret, that such an irreg-
ularity had occurred. He would take
means if possible to prevent its occur-
rence.

CRANBOURNE POST OFFICE.

Mr. ]ROULEAU asked whether it is
the intention of the Governrent to
select another place for the Post Office
of the Township of Cran bourne, County
of Dorcbester, inasmuch as the present
Post Office is not in the centre of
population ?

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-It is not
the intention to remove the office.
The difficulty which the hon. gentle-
man's question seems to indicate, will
be removed by establishing an offlee
about three miles distant from Cran-
bourne in the sane- township, between
the third and fourth ranges.

LAND PURCHASE ACT OF 1875.

Mr. PERRY asked whether any cor-
respondence has taken place between
the Dominion Government and the
Government of Prince Edward Island
in reference to the award of the Com-
missioners appointed to value the lands
of certain proprietors in Prince Edward
Island, in acc-rdance with the Land
Purchase Act, 1875 ?

lIon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think
the onlv correspondence was the trans-
mission of the judgments of the arbi-
trators and certain notices of appeal.
I am not aware of any other corres-
pondence at the moment.

ESQUIMAULT AND NANAIMO RAIL WAY.

Mr. DEWDNEY asked whether any
proposition has been received by the
Dominion Government from a private
company to construct the Nanaimo
and Esquimault Railway; if so, what is
the amount of nìoney asked for per
mile, and do the Government propose
to entertain the proposition ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-A propo-
sition was received within the last few
days, but it would require too long an
answer to give the hon. gentleman the

!information that he asks. It would be
better to move for it in the usual way.

NAVIGATION OF THE SAGUENAY.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to give to
one of their engineers the instructions
which they gave last spring to Mr.
Symmes, respecting the works required
to be executed in order to improve the
navigation in that part of the ]River
Saguenay, called " Bras de Chicoutimi,"
inasmuch as Mr. Symmes died before
being able to carry out these instrue-
tions ? '

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No in-
structions have been given yet, regard
ing any works there, to the engineers
of the department.
CARRYING THE MAILS IN DORCHESTER.

Mr. ROULEAU asked whether it
is the intention of the Government to
alter the conditions of the contract for
carrying the mails between St. Anselme
and St. Malachie, County of Dorches-
ter, so as to provide that the St. Claire
and St. Malachie mails may be received
on the same day that they reach St.
Anselme ?

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON - The
attention of the Government has been
in no way called to this subject.

DISTRICT MAGISTRATES IN QUEBEC.

Mr. TASCHEREAU asked whether
the Government is aware of certain
appointments made by the Lieutenant
Governor of Quebec, since the year
1869, of District and County Court
Judges, having jurisdiction, without
appeal, in civil and criminal cases, in
the said Province, under the name of
" District Magistrates ;" and whether
such appointments have notbeen made
in violation of the provisions of " The
British North America Act of 1867,"
and in usurpation of the powers ex-
clusively reserved to the Governor
General of Canada, by the said Act ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The Government
have no official information of any such
appointments, though, in the course
of the various proceedings it must come
to their cognizance that such appoint-
ments have been made. It is not
thought proper, under the circum-
stances, to express an opinion here as
to the constitutionality of that action.
Of course the suitors or criminals of
the Court will have the right to appeal
on this subject.
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GOVERNMENT DREDGES.

Mr. FLYNN asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to
send a dredge boat during the coming
summer to deepen the entrance of
Fourché Ilarbour ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-As soon
as the engineer in charge of the works
in the Lower Provinces reaches here,
arrangements will be made for the
work of diedging during the coming
season, at the places where it is most
required. The large dredge must,
of course, work in deep harbours,
and the smallor ones in shallower
places. Some of these dredges are
engaged for a month or two to come
at works uncompleted last year. I can
only answer the qestion more fufly
after I get information from the e gi-
neer in charge.

ANNUAL DRILL.

Mr. PELLETIER asked whether it
is the intention of the Government to
change the system of Military Exer-
cises ; and whether the formation of
Camps in each Military District is to
b. continued ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL-It is not the inten-
tion of the Government to change the
system of drill. The camp training
will be discontinued for the present
year.

C)UNTY COURT JUDGES IN NEW WEST-
MINSTER.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked whether
it is the intention of the Government to
appoint a County Court Judge for the
district of New Westminster, British
Columbia; and if so, when is the
appointment to be made ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-There is some
c>rrespondence on this subject which
the hon. gentleman can have if he
moves for it.

FRAMES FOR THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBI-
TION.

Mr. TUPPER asked whether the
contract for the cases and frames for
the Canadian Department of the Cen-
tennial Exhibition was given out by
tender or by private arrangement; if
the former,who was the successful com-
petitor, and if the latter, with whom
was the arrangement made?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

Hon. Mr. MACKEMZIE-There
were seventy cases 12x13x3, glass
frames al around, to be made by Mr.
Craig, of Montreal, by a private ar-
rangement, for $70 each. lIe puts
them up in Philadelphia; they will
be brought back and and re-erected
here in the Patent Office for
use after the Exhibition is over.

THE CIVIL SERVICE EXPENDITURE.

Mr. ROULEAU moved for an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor-
General praying him to cause to be
laid before this Honorable House:

1st. A list of all the employés, whether per-
manent or te'aporary, of the following public
departments at Ottawa: Public Works, Re
ceiver General, Finance, Post Office, Militia,
Customs, Inland Revenue, Secretary of State,
Marine and Fisheries, Justice, Interior, Agri-
culture and Statistics ; sho wing the salary of
each of such employés;

2nd. A statement showing the bonus granted
to each of the employés above named, for the
year 1875, and what portion of the sum voted
for that purpose, during the last Session of
this Parliament, has been thus distributed
among such employés ;

3rd. Copies of all Orders in Council, Reports
or Documents granting such bonus to each of
the said employés, and showing upon what
basis such bonus was distributed among them.

The motion was carried.

GROSSE ISLE BUILDINGS.

Mr. CIMON moved for an Address
to his Excellency the Governor General
for copies of the following documents
relating to the undertaking and con-
struction by Messrs. Piton & Co., con-
tractors, of certain buildings for the
Dominion Government at Grosse Isle,
namely:

1. Correspondence between Piton & Co.,
and the Department of Public Works;

2. Reports of Messrs. Lepage, Scott, Peachy,
and Gauvreau, Architects and Civil Engineers,
and correspondence of these gentlemen with
one another and with the Department of Public
Works ;

3. Reports of Mr. Scott after his visit to the
locality, and reports of the same on the several
reports referred to him ;

4. Reports of J. B. St. Michel to M. Lepage;
5. Accounts of Piton & Co. transmitted to

the Department of Public Works ;
6. A detailed statement of sumo paid by

the Department of Public Works to Piton
& Co.

The motion was carried.
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SUBMARINE TELEGRAPHY.

lon. Mr. ROBITAILLE moved for a
Select Committee to enquire into the
possibility of establishing a Submarine
Telegraphic System, and into the
advantages and necessity of such a
systen of telegraphy in the waters of
the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, with
power to send for persons, papers
and records, and to report from time to
time; also to enquire into the best
mode ofimprovi ng the present lighting
of the said River and Gulf. He
explained that the latter portion of the
motion he had not given notice of, and
he trusted the Government would allow
him at this juncturo to make the addi-
tio~n.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it would
be an inconvenient mode of procedure
to go on with business of this nature
without notice of motion having been
given. The matter was materially
different from that on which the
original motion was based, and while
he could not object to the proposed
inquiry. he was sorry he could not
allow the addition to be made, in view
of the fact that it was so entirely
different to the ordinary practice of
the House.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE said lie would
withdraw the addition to bis motion if
it was the desire of the House. How-
e'ver, he had no doubt that by the time
he had given his explanations it would
be conceded that it would be better to
leave the motion as it was. The Domin-
ion had incurred large expenditures
in the construction of railroads and the
improvement of our water communi-
cation in order to secure the trade of
Japan and China. They had been
improving the navigation of the St.
Lawrence for many years past, and if
they were to succeed in establishing
the St. Lawrence route as a rival to
New York, improvements would also
have to be made in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. Until Confederation very
little encouragement had been given to
navigation by the improvement of the
St. Lawrence. They had a few
straggling light houses here and there,
but it was only sitice Confederation that
the great system of light houses had
been inaugurated. The improvement
ofthe St. Lawrence was of the highost

importance to the country, and in
proof of this he would read to the
louse a list of the wrecks and casualties

reported to the Marine and Fisheries
Department as having occurred in the
River and Gulf of St. Lawrence and
the Straits of Northumberland from
1869 to December 31, 1875. They
would find, for instance ,that between
Quebec and Gasp, including Anticosti,
that 177 vessels and 57 lives had been
lost, and that the loss to cargoes and
vessels as far as could be ascertained
was $1,692,594. Twenty-five vessels
had been lost in the same period
between Gaspé and Miramichi. These
wrecks involved the loss of eleven lives,
and property to the value of $70,672.
From Miramichi to Gut of Canso and
Cape North, including Prince Edward
Island and Magdalen Islands, 137
vessels had been lost. Loss of life 48,
and the cost to vessels and cargoes
$568,700. The total number of casual-
ties was 339; lives lost 116 ; total loss
to property $2,331,966.

In order to improve this condition
of things, he proposed the establish-
ment of a telegraphic system around
the Gulf of the St. Lawrence, con-
necting with the mainland the dif-
ferent islands in these waters. A line of
telegraph at present only extended
on the north side only as far as Mur-
ray Bay, and on the south side as far
as Matane, and then along the borders
of the Baie de Chaleurs to Metapediac,
and around by Gaspé lead and Fox
River, completed through the spirit
and enteprise of the inhabitants of the
District of Gaspé alone. Lines should
be run between Fox River and Matane,
a distance of about 180 miles, to the
Island of Anticosti, on the western
and eastern extremities, in order to
connect it with both shores of the St.
Lawrence to the Bird Rocks and to the
Magdalen Islands; outside the Gulf
there was also Sable Island, which
should be similarly connected with
the mainland. When a vessel went
ashore it was perfectly immaterial to
know it, unless relief could be given;
and to make such provision would
form part of the intended enquiry.
There should be some mode estab-
lished of going to the assistance of
wrecked vessels; a steamer stationed
at some central point might be best
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suited for this purpose. This subject
had occupied the attention of the
Dominion Board of Trade, and had
been deeply studied by Dr. Fortin, a
former member of the House, who had
for many years navigate I the St. Law-
rence.

Mr. GILLMOR did not desire to
defeat the motion, but he presumed
that the Government was already in
possession of the information the hon.
member desirel. The motion b9re a
strong resemblance to a proposition
made last year with the view of dis-
covering the most direct route to
Europe. It was also well to look at
the expense incurred by such enquiries.
A scientific gentleman from Montreal,
Mr. Faragina, had been examined
before the Committee appointed in
the latter relation, and hon. members
might be surprised to learn that he
charged for giving his testimony, and
preparing a statement which could be
read in five minutes, $254, a sum for
which a labourer might toil a year.
He believed the gentleman was styled
a Colonel-and he thought that this
must be the case, owing to the amount
of the gentleman's bill. The services
rendered by Mr. Faragina were unim-
portant, and his statements that the
only ports in the inner Bay of
Passamaquoddy were in American
territory was grossly incorrect. He
was satisfied that the gentleman had
iever visited the places in that part,
with which he pretended to be per-
sonally acquainted. In the inner Bay
of Passamaquoddy there were five
ports, and it was not necessary to
approach it. He supposed that Mr.
Faragina was a friend and chum of the
hon. member for Bonaventure, and
while he was not opposed to the
motion, he did protest against the sys-
tem of appointing Committees for the
sake of employing scientific gentlemen
to give such information respecting
which the Government should possess
all the knowledge desired ; but if for
this information they waited until it
was furnished by the hon. member, he
was assured that the Administration
would remain for a long time in ignor-
ance of the subject. H1e was satisfied
that an attempt was being made to
take a certain amount out of the public
Treasury.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE.

lon. Mr. ROBITAILLE replied that
these remarks were worthy of a person
who vas incapable of appreciating
scientifie attainments. It should, in
justice to the gentleman mentioned, be
also stated that he was detained in this
city for twenty or twenty-five days.
If the hon. member for Charlotte
wished to treat labourers in the saime
manner as scientific men, he was wel-
comed to such an opinion; and he (Mr.
Robitaille) believed that a man who
would affirm that this was an attempt
to extract public money froi the
Treasury, was a man whom he himself
would rather suspect in such a relation
of entertaining such motives.

Mr. GILLMOR--I wish to say in ans-
wer to the attack made upon me-

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. member
for Charlotte has no right to reply in
this instance; when he was speaking
I must say I was under the impression
that he went too far in his allusions
with reference to the hon. mem ber for
Bonaventure.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER agreed with the
Speaker that the hon. member for
Charlotte had gone a great deal too
far in attacking the motives of the hon.
member for Bonaventure, and he was
quite certain that every member of the
House wou!d acquit the latter of any
intention to do anything else than the
resolution submitted proposed. He
was quite sure that the House would
not be disposed to consider even the
sum of money named as a very ex-
travagant grant to be paid to a
gentleman of great scientifie attain-
ments detained, for any length of
time on important business. le
was bound to concur with the hon.
meinber for Charlotte with regard to
the inaccuracy of Mr. Faragina in the
particular mentioned. He was quite
ceçtain that the latter had fallen into
an entire misapprehension in this re-
gard, though he did not doubt that
this gentleman could give a great deal
of valuable information. le wished
to support the hon. member for Bona-
venture in his opinion as to the great
importance of the service he proposed,
and it would be remembered that last-
Session he had called the attention of
the Government to the urgent advisa-
bility of connecting Sable Island, St.
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Paul's Island, the Magdalen Islands
and Scattarce by submarine cables, for
the protection and assistance of the
shipwrecked mariners. The attention
of the Government could not te drawn
to a more important matter, and he
did not believe that the expenditure in
this relation would be very large. le
thought, moreover, that the amount
of property, which in consequence
of such steps would be saved, wouild,
i n val tie, repay the entire eost i ncurred.
'The Island of St. Pauls might be said
to be the key of the St. Lawrence, and
was only a very short distance from
the county of Victoria. Almost every
vessel entering the St. Lawrence sight-
ed this island; and it would be of the
greatest possible importance, pecuni-
arily, that between it and the Magdalen
Islands and Bird Rocks, and the counties
of Cape Breton or Victoria-which
ever might be the more convenient-
sub-inarine cables should be laid.

Mr. KIRK corroborated the opinon
of the hon. member for Charlotte with
regard to the testimony of Faragina.
whose evidence he had beard, and
he bad at once concluded that ibis
gentleman had never seen the harbours
he essayed to describe. He bolieved
that these statements had induced the
Committee to make an incorrect re-
port; and this the following extract
proved-" There are three harbours
" possessing the qualities necessary to
"commend them to the attention of
"the hon. louse-namely:-the har-
"bours of Halifax, Louisburg and
"Whitehaven."

Thei'e could not be a greater mis-
take. le would read the statement of
the famous Admiral Owen, who was
sent out in 1846 to survey the harbours
of ilalifax and Whitehaven, with a
view to selecting the terminus for the
then intended Intercolonial Railway.
It was as follows:-

"The nearest accessible harbour to
"Cape Canso, at the eastern land's

end of Nova Scotia, is Whitehaven, in
lat. 45 deg. 10 min. N., long. 61 deg.

"10 min. W., and is a most splendid
"and commodious port, at the nearest
"available point of North America to

Ireland, its natural facilities greatly
"exceeding those of Halifax or any

other point upon the coast."
Yet in the face of this report the

Committee had come to the conclusion
that the harbour of Whitehaven was
not worthy the consideration of the
Ilouse.

lon. Mr. SMITH was glad the bon.
member bad asked for this Committee,
and had no doubt it would have the
effect of calling not only the attention
of the Government but of the public to
the subject. With regard to Sable
Island, he did not consider there was
such necessity for telegraphie commii-
nication with it as to some of the
islands of tbe Gulf of St. Lawrence.
There was a humane establishment on
Sable Island, with 25 or 30 persons and
appliances for saving life and property.
Still, it was a natter worthy for con-
sideration and be would give every
assistance in bis power to further the
enquiry.

Mr. DAVIES said nearly all the
wrecks in the Gulf occurred in No-
vember and December, and the tele-
graphic communication would be use-
less unless ice-boats were kept to run to
the relief of wrecked persons. The
proposition of the bon. member w-ho
brought in this motion must commend
itself to the Hiouse, but ice steamers
would involve a considerable. expense.
He (Mr. Davies) had no objection to
the appoini ment of the Committee, but
in these days of retrenchment he would
not like to see money thrown away in
bringing gentlemen bore who would
expect large remuneration.

Hon Mr. MITCHELL thought it
was unfortunate that side issues should
be introduced in this question.. lIe
was satisfied the Committee, if ap-
pointed, would not be guilty of extra-
vagance of any kind in summoning
persons to give information. He did
not agree with the hon. member for
Kings (P. E. I.) that nearly all the
wrecks in the Gulf occurred in Novem-
ber and December. Most of tbem cer-
tainly did occur late in the fall, and
probably November offered the largest
record of any month in the year, but
many vessels were wrecked on our
shores in earlv spring. During the past
ten years several wrecks had occurred
on the Magdalen Islands in midsummer.
As a matter of economy it would bo
expedient to establish telegraphie
communication with those points.
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Half the vessels wrecked on the Mag-
dalen Islands had been sold before the
owners in Montreal knew anything
about it. The Government could not
be expected to providefor everything in
a day, and the country would be satis-
fied if the Marine and Fisheries Depart-
ment would give this matter reason-
able consideration. It was true there
was less necessity to lay a cable to
Sable Island than to other points,
because there was a humane establish-
ment there, and it was visited regularly
by a Government steamer, but it would
be more economical to have the tele-
graphic communication. Fewer men
vould be needed on the Island, the

steamer need not call except when
necessity required it, and wrecked
passengers need not be delayed more
than ten hours. There was another
point where telegraphie communica-
tion was needed-St. Paul's Island, at
the entrance of the Gulf of St. Law-
rence. Ninety-tive-hundredths of the
whole trade between Europe and
Canada, North of Canso, passed within.
sight of that Island, yet it was visited
only two or three time a year by the
G-overnment vesse]. It would be a
great satisfaction to havt early intelli-
gence of the passing of vessels and of
wrecks and accidents to ships in the
vicinity of this Island and Bird Rocks.
Last year great excitement was caused
by the Prussian being delayed some
ten days at this place. All this un-
easiness could have been avoided if
there had been telegraphic communi-
cation with St. Paul's Island.

This question was of deep interest to
the public, as might be seen from the
eagerness with which the papers
were scanned every m>rning to learn
whether such a boat had passed the
point. If we had communication ex-
tended from Cape North t) Magdalen
Islands, and froin Briar Island to the
Bird Rocks, it would greatly alle-
viate the anxiety of persons inter-
ested in the movements of vessels.
le was a member of the Committee

at which Colonel Faragina was ex-
examined. but only attended one meet-
ing. That attendance, however, con-
vineed him of the great knowledge this
gentleman had of the subject., It ap-
peared froin his evidence that Col.
Faragina made a winter voyage through

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

the Gulf, under the auspices of the
United States Government, to ascertain
how far it was susceptible to winter
navigation. The House and country
had oeen troubled for years as to the
solution of this question, and he thought
that if Col. Faragina's experience was
obtained for $250 it was money well
spent. He felt it due to gentle-
man attacked to state exactly what
his opinion was on the subject. He
thought the testimony of Col. Faragina
was most satisfactory and conclusive
that the winter navigation of the Gulf
was not only difficult but dangerous.
He hoped side issues would not be per-
mitted to interfere with the appoint-
ment of this Committee, and he was
sure the Hon. Minister of Marine would
give to the question, and the report
when submitted, that attention and
consideration its importance demanded.

Mr. DEVLIN was exceedingly glad
that the hon. member for Bonaventure
had brought up this motion. A few
days ago he had the honour of present-
ing a petition signed by the Board of
Trade, the Corn Exchange, and a large
nimber of citizens of Montreal, includ-
ing 75 sea captains, recommending the
measure of protection now sought,
in the strongest terms. Everyone
ought to agree that the safe navigation
of the Gulf' and River St. Lawrence
should be secured by the Government.
All classes were interested in its
success, and he had no doubt if the
Committee was granted and the
investigation vigorously pushed for-
ward beneficial r-esults would accrue.
The hon. mem ber for Cumberland had
stated the case so well and so clearly as
to render it entirely unnecessary for
him to go into details. He felt that
the matter was now weil understood,
and that the Hon. Minister of Marine
and Fisheries recognized the import-
ance of acceding to the motion and
afterwards giving effect to the
recommendations of the Committee.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said hon. gen-
tleman had referred to the various
p->ints with which telegraphie com-
munication was desirable, but there
was one which had evidently escaped
attention-the Atlantic Coast of Nova
Scotia. There was no part of the
mainland or of the Gulf which was the
scene of so many accidents as that
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between Halifax and the Strait of
Canso; and he therefore hoped that the
Government, when contemplating
future improvements, would consider
the necessity of affording telegraihpie
communication with that portion of
the Atlantic seaboard. Ships approach-
ing that coast in the winter season
were often kept a long time by adverse
winds or by ice, and often arrived at
the ports in want of provisions and
often seriously damaged. Many of the
headlands of that part of the coast were
uninhabited and the other portion was
also sparsely populated-hence ship-
wrecked crews were subject to more
inconvenience than at Sable Island,
where there was a humane estab-
lishment. He quite agreed with
the Hon. Minister of Marine and
Fisheries that cable communication
with that Island was at present
unnecessary, because at this humane
station there was an ample supply of
provisions and men to assist crews of
wrecked vessels, and there could not
be the suffering which mayresult from
disasters on the Atlantic coast of Nova
Scotia. He would also draw attention
to the necessity of having a powerful
steamer at Halifax or some other point
to assist vessels approaching the coast
at critical times. In the United States,
revenue-cutters performed such ser-
vice during the winter with excellent
results. Ho trusted that point would
not be overlooked in any future
arrangements.

Mr. McKAY (Cape Breton) did not
want the opportunity to pass without
making a few observations on this im-
portantsubject. Telegraphic communi-
cation between some of the islands of
the Gulf, where there are humane
establishments, and the mainland was
not absolutely necessary, inasmuch as
they were capable of supplying the
wants of shipwrecked mariners. He
was ,urprised at the hon. member for
Halifax referring to the extension of
the telegraph system from that city to
the Strait of Canso. It was well known
the key of the St. Lawrence was Cape
Breton, which was the terminus of the
Atlantic cable and one of the most
important points of the Gulf'; and if
any extra communication was to be
afforded that Island should certainly be
ineluded in the arrangement. Almost

every vessel from Europe seeking
telegraph orders cn this side of the
ocean makes for the port of North
Sydney. This was another reason
for looking to the requirements
of Cape Breton, and he trusted
the Government would give it due
consideration. While agreeing that
Col. Faragina's testimony was im-
portant, he thought that gentleman
was wellremunerated for the evidence
given. There was no doubt, what-
ever, that the gentleman was a
person of very considerable experi-
ence, and his testimony was very
much appreciated by a number of the
Committee, but how it was he should
remain 25 days in attendance on that
Committee, he (Mr. McKay) did not
thoroughly understand. The gentle-
man's evidence was of a very limited
character, and might be scanned over
in a few minutes. It seemed to him
the evidence taken before the Commit-
tee might bave been completed in a
very few days. This investigation
should hardly be placed-in the hands
of a private member. It was of
such importance to the trade and com-
merce of the Dominion that he thought
the matter should be taken up by some
members of the Goverument, by whom
the interest of the public would be
much better secured. This, he consi-
dered, would be better than leaving
the inatter in the hands of a private
member.

Mr. GOUDGE said that one of the
chief objections to taking evidence bc-
fore the Committee was the expense,
which argument, he thought, shouid
not be allowel to militate against so
important an investigation con1-
nected with the shipping interest,
and the lives and property of
subjects of this Dominion. The
first question which would engage
the attention of the Committec
would be the cost of the undertaking,
and the next would be the advantage
which would accrue to the Dominion
upon the establishment of such tele-
graphie communication. He thought
there were members in the House who
had practical experience as to the
necessity of establishing such commun-
ication. There was no doubt now
about the practicability of the under-
taking, the only questions at issue were
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the necessity and the cost. It gave
him great pleasure to acquiesce in the
motion, and he had no doubt if the
Conmittee were appointed that the
necessity of the work would be shown
to the House. With reference to the
opinion expressed relative to the con-
nection of Sable Island to the mainland,
he thought it very desirable that this
connection should be made. It was
time the humane establishment had at
is diposal large forces, and was able to
provide for a considerable number of
persons should they be shipwrecked
on the coast. But sometimes the
Island was not visited for weeks, and
if a large number of shipwrecked
persons were obliged to be kept there
for any length of time it would be
a source of considerable expense to
the publie, and doubtless of personal
inconvenience to the sufferers. There-
fore he thought a system of sub-
marine telegraph should connect this
Island with the main shore.

Mr. TRENAIN said he vas happy
to find this motiom on the notice
paper. He considered the sub-
ject one of gneat importance to the
trade and commerce of the country,
and should engage the serious attention
of the House. He hoped the appoint-
ment of the Committee would be the
cause of the establishment of a tele-
graph system, not only in the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, but also extending to
the Island of Cape Breton. He was
well, acquainted with the Island of St.
Paul and wa4 fully impressed with the
belief that the telegraphie connection
between it and the main1dnd would
prove greatly beneficial to the maritime
interests; as among other things ves-
sels could be reported to the centres of
commerce when first entering the Gulf.
He would further state that they had
been deprived of communication be-
tween Victot ia and Cape North, dis-
tant some 90 miles, which latter place
was some 14 miles from St. Pauls. He
trusted the Committee would be ap-
pointed.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I would suggest
that the hon. members for North Nor-
folk and Stormont be addod to the
Committee.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE consented
to make the addition.

Mr. GoUDGE.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[E said ho de-
sired to state with regard to the re-
marks of the hon. member for Char-
lotte, that he and the hon. gentle-
man for Bonaventure had had an
understanding that there should be
no expense incurred upon this Com-
mittee. The hon. gentleman ex-
pected to call a witness, but beyond
that it was not anticipated there would
be any expense. It was quite true the
expenditure of the Committee last year
seemed very great. Whether the
gentleman in question was well or ill
paid was a mîtter they were not able
to decide. At any rate ho himself
considered ho was badly paid. He
thought it was desirable the Chairmen
of Committees should endeavour to
avoid keeping witnesses, particularly
those belonging to a scientific class,
whose services must be paid for at a
higher rate than others. He had no
doubt the conversation that had taken
place on the subject on this occasion
vould prevent a similar que4ion

arising in the future.
The motion was carried.

WINTER NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAW-
RENCE.

Mr. FRECIIETTE said the object of
his motion was the appointment of a
Select Committee to take into consid-
eration the possibility and practica-
bility of navigating the River and
Gulf St. Lawrence during the winter
season. It had been said-and this with
unquestionable truth-that the great
drawback of this country was its winter
season; not only as it paralyses to a
great extent the development of our
agricultural resources, but more parti-
cularly, inasmuch as during nearly six
montbs of the year it closes to navi-
gation our great national and commer-
cial artery-the River St. Lawrence.
This was undeniable, but was there no
remedy to a state of things so detrimen-
tal to the prosperity of this country ?
Was there no possibility of keeping
open to commerce and navigation this
great outlet of ours, during all seasons,
of the year, and thus removing the
most serious impediment to our national
progress ? Such is the important
problerm which is now forcing itself
upon the public mind, and the solution
of which is the object of the motion

of the St. Lawvrence.
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inow before this hon. House. And, 'powerful screw-steamers. The absence
in proposing this motion, he fully "of fog and heavy sea during winter is a
realized the responsibility assumed, "great advantage in favour of winter
for he considered that upon its adop- "navigation. Everything considered,
tion and successful issue depended our " we are of opinion that the navigation
securing to this Dominion an incalcul- "of the Gulf and River St. Lawrenca,
able improvement on its present con- "during the winter months, is possible
dition, that is an independent and "and practicable."
uninterrupted communication with the At page 24, he found the following
outer world. statements: It was from Col. Farajina,The scheme now submitted to the the Russian hydro-graphic engineer
consideration of the House was not alluded to in the last debate. In spite
entirely new. The hon. gentlemen of what had just been said against the
at the head of the Government had professional abilities of that gentle-
already given bis attention to it, en- man, lie maintained that he has had
deavouring to secure all information perhaps more practical experience
possible as to its practicability and of the winter navigation of the Gulf
probable results. During the first of St. Lawrence than any other man

ession of this Parliament the attention in this country, having been employed
of several of the hon. members of this for a long time by the American
House had been drawn to this great Government expressly to test its prac-
and important question, and he was ticability. He states :-" I must say, as
happy to say it had met with the most "a conclusion, that the winter naviga-
favourable consideration, especially "tion of the River St. Lawrence is
on the part of the representatives of "possible with vessels constructed for
the Lower Provinces, who, with their "that purpose, and that the difficulties
practical and experienced views in "alluded to are not serious. I feel
those matters, had seized at once the "satisfied that any trial to that effect
importance of the project as one des- "would be successful, and would re-
tined to create a most beneficial revo- "move all the doubts that may be en-
lution in our present system of "tertained as to the practicability of
commerce and navigation. "the scheme."

Since then, at the request of Mr. E.
W. Sewell, the projector of the scheme, At page 14, I find Mr. Charles
a Parliamentary Commission had been Brown, an intellgent and experienced
appointed by the Legiýslature of Quebec pilot, teling us that he ran, on the
to investigate the matter, and the evi- 16th of April 1863, from Cape Ray to
dence adduced had been such as to so 60 miles west of the Bird Rocks
materially strengthen the position of through floating ice, in a wooden sail-
that gentleman that, in his (Mr. ing ship, by a heavy gale, without incur-
Fréchette's) opinion, it could be no ring the slightest accident. And fur-
longer permitted to any truc friend of ther on he says:-
this country to shut his eyes upon a " The navigation of the St. Lawrence
question involving at such a degree "is quite practicable during the winter
the most vital interest of the nation. "season. I would pilot a good steamer

He now held in lis hand the full "from Quebec to Halifax, at any time
report of the enquiry made by the "during winter. It is easier," says lhe,
Special Committee, so appointed by the "to navigate in a snow storm, than in
Legislative Assembly of the Province "a fog."
of Quebec, to toke that subject into At page 11, the hon. 'Mr. Savage, a
consideration. gentleman residing on the shores of

At page 35 he found the following, Gaspé,states that he never saw the ice
signed by 43 branch pilots ofthe Lower so packed as to prevent a vessel from
St. Lawrence:- moving either towards or from
" We, the undersigned, Branch Pi- the Gaspé shore; that there is little or

"lots for the River St. Lawrence, do no fog during the winter months; and
"bereby-certifv that the floe ice on the that many winters are entirely free
"River and Gulf St. Lawrence would from it. Further on, he states, which
"not offer any serious resistance to is quite natural, that there is no rolling
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sea in winter, the floating icebergs
keeping down the waves.

In short, the evidence furnishel by
all the witnesses examined was so con-
<.lusive and so convincing that the Com-
mittee did not hesitate a moment to
adopt a favourable report, of which I
beg to quote the few following lines:-

"Reviewing the question from a na-
tional point of view, your Committee
are of opinion that if modern science
can be enlisted in the buccessful ac-
complishment of the object sought,
Canada would then passess the inesti-
mable advantages of an independent
and uninterrupted communication
by water with foreign countries, and

"a great portion of her own people
living on both shores of the St. Law-
rence.
" Qaeboc would become an impor-

"tant winter seaport, and the railway
project of cons;tructing lines to con-
nect the Dominion with the Atlantic

"ports, undergo a complete revolution,
"and the export trade would of neces-
"sity converge towards Quebec as the
"only available Canadian seaport."

Oa the 4th of August, 1874, Mr.
Sewell published a paper, entitled:
" The Winter Navigation of the St.
Lawrence from Quebec to the Sea
Practicable, and the Reasons Why." In
this paper, the writer advanced the
Illowing facts:-

l 1st. The floe-ice of the Gulf and
River St. Lawrence is composed chiefly
of ice, the weight or resistance of
which doos not justify our looking
upon it as a serious obstacle to winter
navigation.

" 2nd. The floe-ice never covers the
river from shore to shore.

"3rd. The floe-ice lays for the
greater 'part of the season on the south
shore, from the fact of the prevailing
winds coming more or less from the
north.

" 4th. From this position of the
floes, steamers navigating up and down
the St. Lawrence would seldom or
never come in contact with the ice to
such an extent as would seriously im-
pôde their progress.

" 5th. All through the ice regions,
the surface of the water is perfectly
smooth, a great advantage to a screw-
propelled steamer.

Mr. FRECHETTE.

" Gth. Fogs are of very rare occur-
rence during the winter months.

" 7th. Snow storms are not so nuiner-
ous as to justify our attaching any
importance to them; and a vessel in
such a storm is not by any means in so
critical a position as a vessel enveloped
in a fog, the former baving the floe-ice
under heu lee, acting as a shield between
her and the shore, while the latter has
no such protection."

All these facts, which most peremp-
torily answer all the principal objec-
tions set forth bv those who bad no
faith in the practicability ofthe scheme,
were endorsed in the strongest manner
by the whole evidence given before the
aforesaid Committee, and consequently
virtually solved the problem of winter
navigation in the affirmative. But, as
Mr. Sewoll very properly states, he
may write, he may speak, he may give
lectures, lie may advocate this great
enterprise for years and years, and yet
be just as far as ever from bringing it
to a scccessful issue, if men of progress
-and he (Mr. Fréchette) believed the
gentlemen who occupied the Treasury
Benches were men of progress-do not
tender him a helping hand. Ship
owners will not risk their property,
nor will it be possible to effect insu-
rance upon goods and vessels passing
by this route unless the feasibility of
this mode of navigation be demon-
strated by practical experience. And
who will ever pay the cost of such de-
monstration, if not the most interested
party, the country herself?

The proposition of Mr. Sewell was
this:-

Mr. Sewell proposes to run a steamer
from the first of December to the first
of May in each.year for a term of five
years. The vessel to make two trips
per month between the following
ports:---Quebec, Murray Bay, Bie,
Saguenay, Rimouski, Percy and Pas-
pebiac. The Dominion Government to
pay a subsidy of $16,000 per season,
and to place an Agent oit board of the
vessel, whose duty would be to make a
report at the end of each month of the
vessel's performances. At the end of
five years, should the accumulated re-
ports prove an endorsation of all the
advantages elaimed in favour of wintor
navigation, the Government to offer
$001,000 per annum as subsidy to the
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Company that will undertake the car-
rying of the mails via the St. Law-
rence, winter and summer. At the
end of the first three years, should the
performances of the vessel not be such
as to prove beyond all doubt the prac-
tability of the enterprise, the subsidy
to be withdrawn. As the subsidy will
but cover running expenses, the Gov-
ernment, to remunerate Mr. Sewell, of
course by a reasonable bonus, su soon
as the ocean line of steamers is estab-
lished.

He (Mr. Fréchette) did not believe
that there was a man in this whole
Dominion thoroughly impressed with
the importance of the subject who
would think this proposition unreason-
able.

The author of it is was gentleman
personally, nay, intimately known to
him and to many hon. members of
this House. There was hardly a middle-
aged citizen of Quebec who did not
recollect the derision and contempt
heaped upon his head when, as early as
1852 Mr. Sewell wrote to the Legisla-
ture of his country suggesting the
establishment of a steam winter ferry
across the St. Lawrence, botween
Quebec and Levis. Why, the majority
of the inhabitants of these localities
looked upon him as a kind of vision-
ary, fit for nothing else but a lunatie
asylum. And yet, the bold suggestion
of the young man lias since been
successfully carried out. Experience
has proved that he was anything but a
visionary. Mr. Sewell had lived to see
his project an accomplishelfact, and-
a tritumph not often awarded to
inventors-he was a daily witness of
the incalculable advantages his fellow
citizens derived from his genius and
foresight. And now, the same man,
vested with an additional experience
of nearly a quarter of a century, makes
an appeal t this Parliament to place
it in his power to carry out a scheme
of a similar nature, but of national
instead of local importance, and which
if successful, would make this countrv
ever his debtor. Would this appeal be
in vain ? The question was befbre the
House.

le was not asking the Government
to pledge themselves to the assistance
of this project without knowing before-
hand the sentiments of the public mind
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about it. It had been advocated by
both the Liberal and the Conservative
press, and the general opinion was
that it ought to be tried at once and
the question settled without further
delay. There was no public measure
that would give more general satisfac-
tion, not only to the Province of
Quebec but to the country at large,
for the whole Dominion was highly in-
terested in the removal of this great im-
peliment to our commerce, the closing
of the River St. Lawrence to naviga-
tion for at least five months in the year.
Nay, the commercial world looked
with interest upon the matter. New
York journalists had already written
to know what likelihood there was of
the project being carried out. Quite
well they anticipated the result.
Portland, New York, Baltimore and
the other maritime cities of the Ameri-
can Atlantic coast would awake to the
fact that we Canadians were at last
truc to our own interest, and that we
had boldly entered the list in the strug-
gle for the carring of the western pro-
duce to the sea. And a result still
more desirable, and which bas been
as yet but impecfectly achieved by the
construction of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, the lieart of this Dominion
would bc relieved fromn its present
critical and humiliatingc position of
dependence upon a foreign power
for a communication with hie outer
world during nearly six months out of
every twelve.

And what are we asked to risk for
an attempt to secure th is great national
boon ? A few thousand dollars! Why,
the information that would be elicited
was worth the money. Nations of
Europe had spent millions over mil-
lions to send expiditions to the far-
thermost polar regions merelv to as-
certain a point of science; why shouid
we hasitate to risk a few thousands to
solve a problem so important to our
future destinies?

In conclusion, feeling that the senti-
ment of country first, and party after,
was held by every member of the
House, he had no doubt that the present
motion would be unanimously sup-
ported.

Hon. Mr. SMITI said he did not
intend to oppose the motion, although

Winter NYavigation
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he was not impressed with the practi-
cability of the scheme.

Mr. DAVIES said it was very well
known that there was always a very
large quantity of open water in the
Gulf in the most severe winters.
When north winds prevail the ice was
6wept from Prince Edward Island to
the south side, leaving a space of open
water on the Prince Edward Ibland
side of the Gulf, so that an ice steamer
could pass without difficulty, as the ice
was composen of floes which were
constantly moving. Although lie
thought the navigation of the Gulf was
practicable, he did not think it would
be attended with practical results, as
vessels for such work would have to
be small and strongly built. Such a
vessel was being built by Mr. Sewell,
of Quebec, but he was unable to prose-
cute the scheme for want of means.
This winter navigation might be of
some advantage, if the vessels were
owned and managed by tlhe Govern-
ment, to the shipping of the St. Law-
rence. Vessels were frequently wreck-
ed in the Gulf on Bird Rocks and the
Magdalen Islands, and the crews were
compelled to remain there all winter;
but if this winter navigation were
established a great deal of life and
property might be saved by an ice
steamer. H1e did not think the navi-
gation would be very dangerous, as the
water was comparatively calm where
there were ice floes ; but insurance
wopld be so high that ho doubted
whether such a line of transportation
could compete with land carriage. It
was very desirable, however, that the
scbeme should be tried, as it was of
great importance to the Dominion to
establish the fact of the possibility of
the winter navigation of the St Law-
rence.

Mr. FISET stated that the question
raised by the hon. member for Lévis
was so important that he considered
it his duty to say a few words on the
subject. Advocates of new ideas and
new schemes were sometimes con-
sidered as Utopians, but happily for
his hon. friend, if this scheme received
for the first time in the House
considerable developments, it was
not less a project which, outside of
Parliament, had been for a long time

Hon. Mr. SMIr.

studied, and which, properly speaking,
could not be looked upon as entirely
novel. The practicability|of the naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence during winter
below Quebec had for some years at-
tracted public attention, and specialists
in particular, observing the facility
with which the river was traversed at
this season between Quebec and Lé-
vis, where its bed was narrow, the cur-
rent rapid, and the ice very strong-
formed in fresh water,---asked whether
it would not be possible to navigate it
where it was wider, the ice less thick
and the current less strong.
Experienced men passingtheir opinion

upon numerous facts,believed they could
answer in the affirmative, and though
he did not possess such an experience,
he shared in this view, and he was as-
sured of the practicability of the navi-
gation of the St. Lawrence below Que-
bec and Bic. Not only did he con-
sider it possible below Bic in particu-
lar, but also easy in the first part. In
this region navigation during the sum-.
mer season was more prolonged than
at Quebec by several weeks; in fact,
when the river was closed beneath this
city and Montreal, it was open near
Bic, being as free of ice as duri.ig sum-
mer, and as had been published, the
boats of the S. S. Sardinian, on the 29th
of November, found little difficulty in
reaching the wharf. Not only was
this the case, but the S. S. Sardinian,
which had feared to come on to Quebec,
owing to the lateness of the season,
waiting at Rimouski for" the mails,
could have sailed from this point with
as much facility on the 10th or the
15th of the following December. Navi-
gation also commenced in this quarter
from fifteen days to three weeks ear-
lier in the spring than at Quebee.
Frequently, in fact, the river was
completely free of ice on the
15th of March. The matters at
issue in this immediate relation
deserved the serious attention of the
mercantile commun ity, and of the Gov-
ernment particularly,because Rimouski
was connected with the Intercolonial
Railway by a branch recently built.
Further, the ice, which was not strong
below Rimouski, was there always in
motion, and a channel free from such
obstruction always existed to the south
or north, according to the direction of
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the wind. On these grounds an ex-
perinced navigator in this country once
offered to convey the mails in winter
from Rimouski to Moisié, a distance of
156 miles, in monthly trips in a small
vessel, for a very moderate price, and
his application was still to be found in
the Post Office Departmont. If, then, it
was possible under such circumstances,
surely the river would be navigable for
a steamer built for this particular pur-
pose. He believed in its practicability
as far as Quebee, and above all, up to
Rimouski, and ho trusted that the
Government would take stops to make
the trial desired.

Mr. DOMVILLE said ho had no
objection to voting for an enquiry into
this matter, but ho certainly did object
to the hon. gentleman from Lévis pro-
mulgating to the world the idea that
the Dominion had not an open seaport
during the winter months. He thought
it was hardly fair to the Maritime
Provinces to say that St. John and
Halifax were not open ports, and there
'would be communication with them
all the year round through our own
Dominion when the Intercolonial Rail-
way was opened through. It was not
long since they had the largest wooden
ship in the world floating in the
harbour of St. John ; ho alluded to the
ship St. Lavrence. Halifax harbour,
with few exceptions, was always open
in winter. St. Andrews was also a
winter harbour, and a good deal might
be made of it eventually. The question
would be whether it will not be the
most convenient port for vessels to
call at yet. It is very convenient to
deliver mails and passengers at Halifax,
but when it comes to freight, St.
Andrews may be found to be as good a
port as any. He was sure if the hon.
gentleman had thought for a moment
ho would not have promulgated such a
statement to the world, that this
Dominion had no winter port on the
Atlantic.

AFTER RECESS.

THE POSTMASTER OF CHRISTMAS ISLAND.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton) re-
sumed the consideration of his motion
for an order of the Hlouse for copies of
all correspondence relating to the dis-

missal of Mr. McDougall, postmaster,
at Christmas Island, Cape Breton. He
did not intend 'to say much in addition
to what he had already stated in con-
nection with this subject. The dis-
missal of Mr. McDougall was made for
political reasons, and this was an at-
tempt to injure him in other respects.
The Postmaster General, in 1874, had
kindly allowed him (Mr. McDonald) to
read the papers in connection with
this matter, but refused to furnish
copies of them, and ho was therefore
obliged to make this motion. The
Postmaster General had advised him
not to bring this matter up in the
House, as it would necessitate an ex-
posure of Mr. McDougall's character,
but the latter gentleman was willing
to have the subject discussed. The
Government would, no doubt, deny ho
was dismissed for political reasons,
but they would find it hard to substan-
tiate that denial. The elections took
place in January, 1874, and the charge
was investigated nine or ton days be-
fore it by a Commissioier sent from
Sydney to Christmas Island for the
purpose. The dismissal did not take
place for several months after, when
it was announced in a local paper. The
investigation was made in January;
the dismissal was did not place until
the following fall. This did not look
very much as if he desired to be dis-
missed on the charge made against him.
If it were true, the dismissal should
have taken place at once. He (Mr.
McDonald) had other papers in his
possession which at present ho would
not say anything about. He would
wait until be could sec how the Govern-
ment intended to justify themselves.
He might add, ho would also like to
have the papers brought down in rela-
tion to the dismissal of the postmaster
at Little Glace Bay, the postmaster at
Reserve Mines and the postmaster at
Little Lorraine.

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. gentle-
man will have to put a motion on the
paper.

Mr. McDONALD said ho believed
these men were also dismissed for poli-
tical purposes. If the Government
would bring down the correspondence
it would save him the necessity of
putting a notice on the paper.
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Mr. 3MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
the charges against Mr. McDougall
were rudeness to the people who went
to bis office, and excesses in many
ways. Upon representations made to
the Department-some of them by his
own relatives-an enquiry was made
by an official who was sent to Christmas
Island from Sydney for the purpose.
Several witnesses were examined, some
of them ho thought on oath. On his
report, no doubt, the disinissal was
based. The hon. gentleman who had
initroduced this motion stated he be-
lieved the dismissal was due to politi-
cal reasons. It seemed to him (Mr.
MacKay) that the object of the motion
was to afford an opportunity for at-
tacking him. The references to him,
he could say, were without effect. It
was alleged that shortly before the
election he had gone to Mr. MeDougall
or that person's son and threatened
that unless they supported him ho
would cause the postmaster to be dis-
missed. That statement was without
foundation in fact, and he (Mr.MacKay)
was amazed that it should be made in
this House when neither Mr. McDou-
gall nor his son, while in the witness
box during the trial of his (Mr. Mac-
Kay's) election, made any reference
to this matter. If there had been any
foundatiin for the charge they, being
politically and personally hostile to
him, would have sworn to it when they
wore endeavouring to unseat him.

It appeared to him that the hon.
gentleman had only put the motion
on the notice paper for the express
purpose of making a charge for which
there was not the slightest founda-
tion in fact, and which the very
men whom it was alleged had made
the statement would not dare to swear
to in the witness box. With regard to
the other matters, the Postmaster
General was the propor person to speak
for the Government. H1e had no doubt
whatever that when the papers were
brought down the hon. gentleman
would rather regret bringing the
matter before the House, and that the
late Postmâter would be foreed to
exclaim " Save me from my friends."

Mr. MDONALD-(Cape Breton)
said he could not very well bring this
matter up, and attempt to prove that
tlas Postmaster was dismissed for

Mr. MoDONALD.

political reasons, unless he referred to
his hon. colleague, and it was bis
intention when ho introdued the motion
to state everything in connection with
the affair. He repeated the charge
that the officer was dismissed by bis
hon. colleague, who was at that time
running an election in the interests of
the Government. The Hon. Minister
of Justice would appreciate the defence
which had been made. His hon.
friend, did not refer to the statement
ho (Mr. McDonald) made last night,
that two barristers of the Province
made affidavits in Court that they be-
lieved they would be able to prove the
allegation. His hon. colleague said
these witnesses would not make their
statements on the witness stand, but
gentlemen knowing the circumstances
of the election would not be surprised
to hear that the judge trying the case
would not allow them to make such
statement, and that in consequence the
affidavits were made appealing for an
opportunity to prove the charge. It
was disingenuous for bis hon. colleague
to evade this in the way he did. Profes-
sional gentlemen would appreciate it.
If' the judge bad allowed their
testimony to be taken, the charge
would have been substantiated. When
Mr. McDougall heard of his dismissal,
he wrote as follows to the Postmaster
General:-

"PoST OFFICE, CHRISTMAS ISLAND,
" 30th July, 1874.

"Sin,-I understand through a local newspa-
per, that the Government have dismissed me
from the office of Postmaster here. I would
thank you to inform me on what grounds the
Government saw proper to dihmiss me. If
charges bave been brought against me in the
capacity of Postmaster, I now claim the right
of a copy of such charges, with the names of
the parties making the same.

" By giving me the required information you
will much oblige.

"Yeur obedient servant,
4 MALCOLM McDOUGALL.

" To the Postmaster-General,
Ottawa."

The answer to this, the speaker con-
tinued, was as follows:-

"PosT OFFIcE DEPARTMENT,
" OTTAWA, 12th August, 1874.

Sia,-I am desired by the Rostmaster-Gene-
ral, to acln>wledge the receipt of your letter
of the 30th ultimo, and in reply to inform you
the cause of your removal from the charge of'
the Christmas Island Post Office, was, that your
habits of intemperance incapacitated you from
a proper performance of your duties as Post-
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master, and rendered it necessary in the inter-
est of the public service, that the office should
be placed in other bands.

"I am, Sir,
'Your obedient servant,

"WM. WHITE,
"Secretary."

Mr. MeDougall wroto another
letter, which it was unnecessary to
read. He claimed the right, as his re-
moval was said to be in the public in-
terests, that the names of bis assilants
should be given him. le received the
following reply:-

" OTTAwA, 12th Sept. 1874.
"Sin,-I am directed to acknowledge the re-

ceip1 of your letter of the 31st uit., and to say
in reply, that I have no further remarks to
eoffer than those contained in my letter of 12th
ultirno, except that the investigation into
your conduct was conducted by an offlcer act-
ing for the Inspector.

"I am, Sir, your obd't servant,
" WM. WHITE,

" Secretary.
Mr. MALCOLM McDOUGALL,
" Christmas Island, Co. Uape Breton, N. S."

It was unnecessary for him to say
anything further on this point, but ho
might state something which his hon.
colleague coneealed from the House,
and no doubt from the late Postmaster-
General and the Government. le had
seen the evidence, and the House
would be surprised to learn that the
principal testimony against Mr. Me-
Dougall was that of a man who was
dismissed by the Local Government
shortly before that on a complaint of
forgery. le had a letter from
another Postmaster stating that he had
been threatened with dismissal by his
Lon. colleague, and was dismissed
as well as the copy of a petition unani-
mously signed by the inhabitants of
the district asking the Postmaster-Gen-
eral to continue him in office.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
was rather surprised that some remarks
had not been made on the part of the
Government, and ho was especially sur-
prised the Postmaster General was not
in his place when he knew this was the
first order on the paper. He was absent
probably in the hope and expectation
that the hon. member would not have
the opportunity of bringing this matter
up again during the remainder of the
session. It was the duty of the hon.
gentleman who knew all the facts and
had heard the calm temperate state-

ment of his hon. friend on the previous
day, to be present and defend h is depart-
ment, because motions of this kInd were
the legitimate mode of bringing up
such charges, and when they were
made was the legitimate period for the
Government to reply. But here was
this most serious and grave charge
made and unanswered. It had been
sworn to by two professional men that
the Postmaster had been dismissed for
political reasons, and it was alleged that
the late Postmaster General after look-
ing into the matter, promised his hon.
friend that the official should be
reinstated as there were no grounds
for his dismissal. It also appeared that
the man, not knowing why he was
dismissed, wrote to the Department
inquiring the cause, and was informed
that behind his back the charge of
intemperance was brought up against
him, and the first thing ho knew ho was
dismissed upon the grave charge of
being utterly incompetent to hold office
owing to intemperate habits. The
hon. gentleman also proved that the
last Postmaster General as well as the
present, tried to frighten him from mov-
ing this motion by saying it would be
botter for the man's character if the
matter was dropped. But with the
consciousness of innocence, feeling that
he had been maligned, aspersed and
wrongly charged and convicted, 1r.
McDougall came here and appealed to
the only court and tribunal which could
protect his character and restore his
reputation, and defend not only his own
honour but the honour of his wife and
children. The Hion. Premier, however,
in the absence of the Postmaster-Gen-
oral, who should have been present to
reply, said he would let the matter go,
and in the meantime the man's charac-
ter must remain in suspense. It was
not fair-it was not British justice, and
there was no excuse for the conduct of
the Department. He knew very well
had the Premier or the Minister of
Justice been head of that Department
it would never have been done. Here
was this man dismissed on a serious
charge, and the first thing he knew of
it was the receipt of a letter inform-
ing him of his dismissal'; that ho was
tried and sentenced by a secret tribu-
nal without his knowledge; not by the
regular Inspector but by a person sent
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temporarily for the purpose. This
was not British justice, and he hoped
the Premier would see that the papers
were brought down speedily. The
postmaster had a right to claim a trial
in which he could examine the wit-
nesses and bring evidence in rebuttal;
that it should be a fair trial in open
court, and if found guilty he would
have no right to complain of dismissal.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said ho
had very little to say about the matter,
as it occurred before he took charge of
the Department; but after examining
the papers in the case, he felt itis duty
to go to the hon. member who moved
in this matter,and ask him in a friendly
way not to call for the papers, as he
felt that the proof was of such a char-
acter that it would do no good to the
postmaster and would not interest the
public. He was not disposed to ask
that the papers should not be brought
down, but when they were before the
House they would prove that this
exhibition of warmth on the part of
the bon. Leader of the Opposition was
entirely unnecessary. The doctrine
laid down by the hon. gentleman that
every departmental enquiry should be
a judicial one, he thought was a mis-
take. le had no doubt when the
papers were brought down, the mover
would find out he was not the real
friend of tne late postmaster. As to
the political feature of the case, he had
known in bis time postmasters to be
dismissed for political reasons, and this
exhibition of warmth might have been
reserved for those cases. As far as the
evidence in this case submitted to him
was concerned, there was nothing to
show a political motive, but there was
abundant evidence that it would have
been a disgrace to the country to con-
tinue the man in office.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
papers would be here on Monday, and
they would have been brought down
earlier but for the hon. mover putting
it off himself. He put it off last
Session in the same way.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
-I deny that.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman did put it off, although he
now alleges he was unable to get his

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

m8tion made. He did not make the
motion bocause he deemed it wise in
his client's interest not to make it.
He (the Premier) had recollection of a
man of the highest moral character
having been dismissed from office by
the late Administration for political
reasons, but no person had ever been
dismissed by the present Government
except for causes that rendered their
continuance in office detrimental to the
public interest. -He would sooner re-
sign office to-morrow than dismiss a
man from the public service because of
bis political opinions, but the hon. gen-
tieman opposite did not so act. The
right hon. gentleman knew that one
of bis colleagues sent printed circulars
during an election campaign warning
Government officers that they voted
against Government candidates at their
peril, and if they dared to vote against
the Government and their representa-
tive candidates they would be dismiss
ed. The present Government had
never done that nor would they ever
do it. He was amazed at the strictures
of his hon. friend when there was no
occasion for them, as the papers would
show the postmaster was dismissed for
good and sufficient reasons, and the
bon. gentleman when he showed such
warmth only exposed himself.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD said
on behalf of himself and the late
Government, he would say that the
statement of the First Minister was
utterly unfounded; that during the
whole time he (Sir John) bad been in
the Government, he was not aware of
a single case in which a public servant
had been removed from office for
political reasons. He denied it alto-
gether, and challenged the hon. gentle-
man to the proof. In answer to the
Postmaster-General, lie would admit
that if it were an office during the
pleasure of the royal prerogative, the
pleasure ofthe Crown could be exercis-
ed without a judical trial, or without
investigation, and the official be dis-
missed; and all that could be done in
such a vase would be to move a vote
of censure on the Government for
doing so; but if the Government dis-
missed an officer on charges of dis-
graceful conduct, that reason being-
once given, they must, as a matter of
fair play, be well founded, and proved'
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after a full and fair inquiry, and not
by secret investigation behind a man's
back.

Mr. SCATCHERD said the country
postmaster held an onerous position,
for which ho received small pay. And
ho would be sorry to find any case where
such an official should be dismissed
merely because he had seen fit to exer-
cise his elective franchise in the way
he thought proper. Since ho had been
in Parliament ho had known several
cases where postmasters had been dis-
missed from office for voting against
the Government candidate. He had
heard the right hon. member for
Kingston say he had never, and his
Government had never, dismissed a
postmaster for political reasons; but
ho knew a case in which the Govern-
ment did dismiss postmasters for poli-
tical reasons and afterwards justified
it on the floor of Parliament. Refer-
ring to the Parliamentary debates of
1862 ho found that on April 30th, of
that year, "Col. Haultain, in the ab-
"sence of Mr. Cockburn, enquired of
"the Ministry for what reasons Mr.
"Clemishaw, late Postmaster at Bloom-
"field, in South Monaghan ; Mr.
"Harstane, late Postmaster at Balti-
"more, in the township of Hamilton;

and Mr. Kennedy, late Postnaster
"ln the Township of Alnwick, all in
"the West Riding ofNorthumberland,
"were summarily dismissed from

their respective offices shortly after
" the last general election, and
" whether the said gentlemen, or
'either of them, were dismissed for
having voted at the said election

"against the Government candidate."
"l Ion. J. A. Macdonald said ho

"was not prepared to say whether
or not these gentlemen were Post-

"masters, or whether, being Postmas-
"ters, they voted at the last election
"and were dismissed therefor. How-
" ever, ho would make enquiry of the
" Postmaster-General. But in the
"meantime, ho would remark that if
"those persons worked and voted
"against the head of their Depart-
"ment they deserved to be dismissed."

This ho considered was a proof that
they were dismissed for political rea-
Bons, and their dismissal was justified
upon the floor of Parliament.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he was very glad that the hon,
gentleman had alluded to the mat-
ter. HJow did that result? Hon.
Sidney Smith was Postmaster General,
and he was a candidate for the County
of Northumberland. At Cobourg one
or two of these postmasters came up
on the hustings and insulted hin be-
fore a crowd.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE asked what
were their names.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not remember the names,
but ho heard one of these post-
masters insult the Postmaster Gen-
eral and call him a swindler and a
scoundrel, and they spoke and worked
in favour of his opponent, a Mr. Cock-
burn.

Hon. -Mr. MACKENZIE said as ad-
ditional proof he recollected that ho
bad brought up a case three years ago
when a Post Office Inspector wrote
letters to the postmasters in the
county of Welland when an election
was being held, threatening them
with dismissal if they voted against
the Government candidate, and
the hon. gentleman, then Leader
of the Governinent, defended that
letter upon the floor of this House.
The hon. gentleman himself, when on
an election campaign, took a high
officer of the Government with him to
speak at political meetings, and yet he
had the face to charge this Govern-
ment with having dismissed public
servants for political reasons.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
was a rule generally admitted both in
England and in this country, that an
officer of a department ought not pro-
perly to work against the Government;
he could vote as ho pleased, but he
sho'ild not be an active partizan
against the Government, and no rule
had ever been given whatever that an
official cannot vote for the Govern-
ment. The hon. gentleman said ho
brought up in Parliament some time
ago the fact of the Post Office Inspec-
tor, Mr. Griffin, having threatened
employés. If the hon. gentleman
would look back at that correspondence
ho would find there was no such threat.
It was a private letter to the post-
master stating that as a friend he
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would advise hin not to vote one way
or the other. The resolution that was
moved on this was a severe censure
against Mr. Griffin, and he (Sir John)
did not defend him. But the letter
being a private one, though the prin-
ciple being one they could not defend,
they did not vote down the resolution,
but the previous motion was moved.
The charge that the late Administra-
tion dismissed public officers for poli-
tical leasons he denied, the only
instance being that where Hon. Mr.
Smith w-as actually insulted on the
hustings. That he knew and heard,
and he thought the hon. First Minister
would admit that when a subordinate
officer of a Department came before
the country, and publicly insulted his
superior, it was time to dismiss him.
It was for this the postmasters referred
to ,were dismissed, otherwise they
might have voted and worked against
the Government as they pleased, as
country postmasters bad always been
looked upon and considered as semi-
official, not regular officers of the
Government.

Mr. SCATCHERD said the right
hon. member for Kingston stated
that it was for insulting the Post-
master-General on the hustings these
men were dismissed; if they had only
worked or voted against the Govern-
ment ho would have said nothing
against it. But the reasons he gave in
Parliament for their dismissal were
that they had voted and worked against
the Government, and there was nothing
said at that time about their insulting
the Postmaster-General. At that time
"ho did not know whether they were
"postmasters or not, but if they were,
"and these persons worked and voted
"against the head oftheir Department
"they deserved to be dismissed."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
if the hon. gentleman would follow it
up he would find that it was discussed
not only in the Legislative Assembly
but in the Parliament, and the reasons
there given.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said it would be
seen that at that stage of the proceed-
ings the hon. gentleman was not aware
even that the dismissed officials were
postmasters, and now when the thon
Postmaster-General was not in the

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

House the right hon. gentleman was
able to be acquainted with that of
which he was ignorant at an earlier
period ofthe transaction. He proposed
to lay down a principle with regard to
this case, and he says that these dis-
missed officials were postmasters, but it
was for insulting the head of the Depart-
ment, and not for voting and working
against the head of the Department,
that they were dismissed.

Mr. BIGGAR said he had it from
Mr. Smith himself, who said the post-
masters were dismissed for having
taken a part against him in favor of
Mr. Cockburn.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said he was sorry the Postmaster-
General was not in his place when he
made the statement. What he then
stated was that the principal witness
against the late postmaster had been
dismissed by the Local G-overnment
on a complaint for forgery.

The SPEAKER-That is not an
explanation, and I must request the
hon. gentleman to take his seat.

Mr. TUPPER thought it ought not
to be forgotten that his hon. friend
was taken at a great disadvantage by
the absence of the Postmaster-General
from his place at the time the state-
ment was made. It was competent
for the mover of a motion to reply to
the response of the Government. Ilis
hon. friend had not an opportunity to
reply to the Government in conse-
quence of the absence of the Post-
master-General. l his second speech
he had replied to the hon. member for
Cape Breton; therefore his hon.
friend was entitled to the reply he
desired. But this case had assumed a
very extraordinary phase. In response
to the challenge given to the hon.
gentlemen opposite to point out an
instance in which the late Govern-
ment dismissed an office-holder for
political reasons, the hon. member
for Middlesex had been compelled
to refer to transactions that had
occurred twelve or fourteen years
ago. He found on the journals of
the House a resolution offered by the
Leader of the Opposition, whez the
late Government occupied the Treasury
benches, declaring that it was a high
crime and misdemeanor for any Min-
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ister of the Crown to use the influence
of bis offic-e in reference to elections.
When that motion was made ho
challenged the hon. gentleman to point
to a single instance in which they had
dismissed an officer for political reasons
By their citing a case which had been
buried in the rusty archives of the
country for so many years, the Gov-
ernment confessed their inability to
produce a single instance. Since these
hon. gentlemen had been in power one
case had occurred establishing that they
used their power for the purpose of con-
trolling elections. The bon. gentleman
when ho moved bis resolution condemn-
ing the use of governmental influence
in elections, stated that he did so be-
caursethe inspector had threatened,
the postmaster with the loss of
bis office if ho exercised bis
franchise against the existing Gov-
ernment. Times had changed since
then; they went out of office and the
bon. gentlemen went in. In bis own
county, before they retired from office,
there was a person clamorous to have a
contract taken from the parties who
held it, and given to himself. He
(M1r. Tupper) refused to do as request-
ed, saying the Government had no
power to do an act of injustice. Dur-
ing his election the power of the Post-
master-General was exercised against
him, and the contract which he had
been asked to transfer was given to the
man who desired it. That man was
formerly one of his (Mr. Tupper's)
strongest supporters, and at the pre-
sent time he was one of bis most active
opponents. It had been proved that
the present Government had used the
influence of their offices in other direc-
tions. In the Renfrew election it was
proved that the Postmaster-General
had used his influence on behalf of the
Government candidate. This had not
been done in one case only, but in
many.

The case before the House was suffi-
ciently clear for every one to come to
a conclusion upon it. In the election
that took place in Cape Breton, the
postmaster and his son were threatened
with and received dismissal. He
found that both father and son would
have sworn to the interference of the
Government in the election had the
revising barrister who tried the case

permitted them to give the testimony.
These gentlemen when tbey were
asked by the postmaster for the reason
of bis dismissal, told him he was a
drunkard; and when ho asked for the
evidence, the Governrment said, " Ifyou
" attempt to expose the Government we
" will strip you of your character."
This was the tyrfnny exercised by the
Government. The postmaster then
asked on what authority bis character
was to be taken away. The man who
it was said possessed the necessary evi-
dence for that purpose was proved to
be guilty of forgery, and it was upon
such evidence that the character of the
postmaster was to be taken away.
Instead of giving the man a trial, as the
Government was bound to do in view
of the circumstanees, they put him out
of his office on the testimory of a man
who was branded as a forger. The
Government had no right to deal
in such an unjustifiable manner with
the dearest rights a man possessed,
dearer than life itself-he did not
speak of the office. which was insignifi-
cant-and injure not themselves only,
but thereby affect the character and
reputation of this Parliament. They
should have at once restored Mr. Mc-
Dougall to bis office, and have prevent-
ed such an exposure. lie was deeply
gratified to observe that the bon. gen-
tlemen were obliged to fall back upon
the hon. member for West Middlesex ;
and he challenged the Government to
show a single instance in which, for
political reasons, a man had been de-
pri ved of his office by the late Admin-
istration.

Mr. ARCHIBALD directed the at-
tention of the hon. member for Cumber-
land to an instance in this regard, which
occurred within a much shorter period
than the hon. gentleman had named.
A postmaster in his county had been
dismissed shortly subsequent to the
elections of 1872; and during the Ses-
sion of 1873 lie moved for the papers.
Previous to bringing them down, a dis-
cussion took place regarding the letter
of Mr. Griffin. On that occasion, the
hon. member for Cumberland, who act-
ed for the Postmaster General in this
House, stated that the dismissal had
been due to the fact that this Post-
master had performed his duties by
deputy; further, that a petition had
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been presented praying for such ac-
tion. This was very unfair on the
part of the hon. member, as
the latter at the time alone had
any information in this regard in his
possession, rendering an immediate
reply impossible. The papers were
brought down, and what proved to be
the case ? The postmaster, it was true,
had performed his duties to a consider-
able extent by deputy, but this was
done by three out of four of these offi-
cials throughout the country. As to
the petition, to it were appended only
fifteen or twenty signatures, compris-
ing those of three persons, members of
a single firm; one other of the signers
received his mail at the office, and an-
other did so, perhaps, only twice or
thrice a year. The balance were oh-
tained all over the township of Osna-
bruck, and with the exception of those
mentioned, not one of those individuals
obtained his mail matter at this office.
They were, also, all adherents of the
opposite political party. It was not
claimed that the duties had been inef-
ficiently performed; no complaints
against the postmaster existed; and
under these circumstances, it appeared
to him, when was taken into considera-
tion the remarkable coincidence that
although this person had employed a
deputy for several years, this was not
objected to until after the elections of
1872, that this dismissal could only be
ascribed to political causes.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
rose to make a personal explanation.
The Premier had said that he had not
moved in this matter previously, be-
cause he (Mr. McDonald) did not wish
to, and because he was so prompted by
his friends, and in the interest of
his client. The facts were these: In
1874, when the notice was called, ho
explained that he had received infor-
mation fron the Postmaster-General
which induced him to drop it, and
did so. Last year, when it was called,
he rose to make the motion, but was
called to order by the Premier, an un-
derstanding, of which he was ignorant,
having been reached between the First
Minister and the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, that no argument was to take
place that day on a notice of motion;
and he wished above all things to,
make an explanation. When the mat-

Mr. AROHIBALD.

ter came up a second time it was
towards the end of the Session, at six
o'clock, and thereupon the Postmaster-
GTeneral at once left his seat. As he
(Mr. McDonald) did not wish to take
action in the Postmaster-General's ab-
sence, he deferred it. On the third
occasion the notice was reached at 8.30
o'clock; it was first on the list, and the
Premier moved an adjournment of the
House. Consequently ho was unable
to discuss the matter last year, and
during the present Session ho had
seized the first opportunity to bring
the question before Parliament. The
Premier said that he (Mr. McDonald)
had been prompted to abstain making
the motion; this ho denied, save to
the extent that ho was requested not
to do so by the late Postmaster-
General.

Mr. GALBRAITH stated that a
postmaster in his county, who was not
a drunkard, but an earnest member of
a temperance society, and who Lad
been for several years a warden of the
county, had been dismissed from his
office for political roasons by the
late Administration, owing to the ef-
forts of political opponents in the
neighborhood. Strong feeling having
existed amongst the Conservatives
against this official, repeated attempts
were consequently made to injure the
man's character; and one person was,
for connection with them, sentenced to
serve a tcrm in prison for the crime of
perjury. Charges were made against
the postmaster, and an investigation
was held; none of them were,
however, fully proven, shewinz
that the memories of the witnesses
were either defective, or theirevidence
fabricated. The Government dismissed
the postmaster on the report of the
Inspector, though a petition in his
favour, signed by nearly every man in
the village had been presented ; ho
moved for the papers, and the return
included a very short report from the
Inspector. He might say, that the
postmaster had, in 1872, at a public
meeting, controverted a statement
made by a prominent Conservative,
and was at the time threatened with
dismissal.

When the change of Government
took place, the gentleman in question
brought the matter before the Xdmin-
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istration ; and on re-investigation, it
was found that no ground existed for
the action taken by the former Cabi-
net, and consequently he was reinstat-
ed and his interim successor, who was
a very worthy person, dismissed.
Last year a motion was made for the

papers in this relation ; and at the
.suggestion of the Postmaster General,
all documents in this connection were
broughtdown. Itwas then established
that a very large portion-nearly the
whole-of the report of the Inspector,
to which he had referred, had been
suppressed by the late Administration ;
and the party who made the motion,
discovering that his position was un-
tenable, at once let the matterdrop.

Mr. COCKBURN said on the very
evening three years ago when the hon.
member for Stormont stated the case
repeated again to-night, he (Mr. Cock-
burn) had mentioned a parallel case,
the postmaster, at Gravenhurst having
been dismissed without notice by the
late Government. It was true he was
absent, but he had a deputy in his

place, and he would have attended if
he had received notice.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
with respect to the case mentioned by
hIe hon. member for North Lanark, he
regretted exceedingly the hon. gen-
tieman from South Lanark, who knew
all the circumstances, was not present.
However, the facts were easily under-
stood from the statement now made.
The charge brought against the post-
master, if true, would have been suffi-
cient to deprive him of the confidence
of the head of his Department. That
charge was investigated by the In-
spector, in the presence of the accused,
and a report submitted to the Depart-
ment on which the dismissal was
based. Afterward the postmaster
was restored by Mr. Macdonald, the
first Postmaster-General in the pre-
sent Government. The hon. member
said the whole report was not brought
down in 1873. Of course, he (8ir
John) could not now say how that
might be, but he was quite sure the
iPostmaster-General in bis Govern-
ment was not a man to garble a report
of any kind. There wam in this case a
full investigation, and a report on
which the Gvernment acted.

Mr. MACKAY-The hon. member of
Cumberland stated in his place that
two barristers swore to the faet that
in my election campaign I had threat-
ened the Postmaster of Christmas
Island with dismissal.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I stated we
had it in evidence from the hon. gen-
tleman's colleague that two respectable
barristers had made affidavits they
were prepared to prove the fact, and
that when they brought forward their
witnessess they were not allowed to
speak.

Mr. MACKAY rose to speak but
was called to order, ha-ing already
spoken.

Mr. KERR rose for the simple pulr-
pose of doing an act of justice to an
absent friend and highly respectable
citizen of Canada. The right lion.
member for Kingston was in error in
saying it was either the postmaster of
Bloomfield or Baltimore who had in-
terrupted him and Mr. Smith on the
hustings.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I do
not remember what postmaster it was,
but it was a postmaster.

Mr. KERR said these were the only
two postmasters present ; and if the
right hon. gentlemen knew them as he
(Mr. Kerr) did, he would be convinced
they were incapable of the conduct
charged against them.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) moved the
adjournment of the House.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
his case had been investigated by one
of the ad hoc judges, and subsequently
taken before a full bench, and there
argued for a considerable time; but
none of the charges against him had
been substantiated. lHe was amâzed
when he heard his hon. colleague made
charges which he knew perfectly well
had been thoroughly disposed of in the
investigation which extended over some
four months, and in which he (Mr.
MacKay) had been accused of every
crime in the political calendar. In
that trial seventy or eighty wit-
nesses were examined, and when the
petitioner found he could not unseat
him, he (the petitioner) and his coun-
sellor made affidavit they believed they
could prove something else against
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him ia connection with the dismissal
of the postinaster at Christmas Island
-a person that two witnesses on the
stanid swore they would not believe on
oath, and one of whom swore he was
not responsible for his acts or words.
The statemo it of the hon. members for
Cumberland and Kingston that the
person who vas appointed to the posi-
tion of postmaister in Mr. McDugall's

place, ha! been convictel of forgery,
was withoLut foundation whatever.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he had
narely cate1 attention to a statement

which lie had heard for the first timie
in this discussion.

Mr. MACKAY said the next time
the hon. gentlemen made statements
on the authority of another, they should
be prepared to substantiate then. Ho
was not there to defend this person in
any way, but he did not wish to hear
himu, being absent, maligned in such a
inanner. This matter was brought
before the Election C>urt, where a
nainber of witnesses were examinel,
and no inclination was shown by his
hon. colleague and the petitions to re-
frain from pre.ssing anything they
could against him. This was no place
in which a charge of such a kind
should be made, but if the hon. member
saw fit to de so, he woald not have the
slightest objection to its being referrel
to the Committee on Privileges and
Electionis, to be thoroughly investi-
gatel a second time. lie was in a
position not only te defend him
there, but elsewhere, and he did
not desire to screen himseif from
any investigation that might be
be made, so far as his election or the
dismissal of the postmaster of Christ-
mas Island were concerned. The earn-
ebtnebs with which the right hn.
menber for Kingston and the hon.
inember for Cumberland had taken up
this matter, regarding which neither
appeared to be very well informod,
proved in his opinion, very conclusive-
ly, the truth of the adage thjat " Old

smugglers make very good Customs'
"lHouse offlcers."

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton) re-
plied that the conduct of the hon.
mnember for Halifax did not surprise
him any whatever. On another occa-
sion he would refer to this matter. He

Mr. MACKAY.

did not imagine when he made the mo-
tion that the discussion would have as-
sumel such proportions, but he had
not expected that his hon. colleague
would have made a spee -h in this rela-
tion. Having done so he was bound to
respond; the argument of his hon. col-
league was very disingenuous, and iin
fact the hon. member had sought to
misleaI the Speaker and the louse.

Mr. SPEAKER--Order!

Mr. McDONA LD withdrew this re-
mark. lis hon. colleague had alleged
that if Mr. MeDougall and his son had
been able to prove what was affirmei,
they would have been only too willing
to do so. The intrence was that they
were not in a position to nake
such proof, and the liouse no
doubt woald be led to believe that
they liad been allowed to give their
evidence. The fact was otherwise;
the petition filed against the hon.
gentleman charged hitn with in-
timidating certain D)minioni ori thials,
threatening them with dismissal unless
they votegd for him. The names of Mr.
McDougall and his son were, however,
not specially rmentioied in the peti-
tion; and when they entered the wit-
ness box to prove that they had been
meaaced with dismissal-on the second
day of the trial-objection was taken
to the reception of the evideice, and
the lawyers at once made an ailavit
declaing that they were able to estab-
lish the accusation. They askel the
judge for permission to state the
charges specially in the petition, and
this was refused on the saine day-the
second of the trial. The porson who
was recommended by his hon. col-
league, and who was appointed to
succeel Mr. McDougall, had been re-
moved by the Local Government from
the Commission of the Peace because
he was guilty of perjury. The late
Postmaster-General, to whom ho bad
mentioned this matter, made enquiries
of his hon. colleague, who corroborated
his statement; and this was the cause
of the cancellation of that appointment.
This was the person to whom the hon.
gentleman referred as having made a
second affidavit.

The motion for adjournment being
withdrawn, the moti>n of Mr. -Mc-
Donald was carried.
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ST. PETER'S CANAL.

The adjourned debate on the im-
provement of the St. Peter's Canal
being called,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
requested Mr. Flynn to allow it to
remain over until the Chief Engineer
came home, and the hon. gentleman
had consented.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER could not under-
stand what the Chief Engireer had to
do with this discussion. The contract
had been let and was being prosecuted,
and the question was with reference to
the dimensions of the canal. He could
scarcely imagine that the Hon. Public
Minister having taken the responsi-
bility of reducing the proposed di-
mensions was not prepared to make
the statement. If this was a mere
question of postponement he wished
to address the House on the subject ;
but if the hon. First Minister expected
the engineer, who was in Nova Scotia
or somewhere else, he had no objection
to give way.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
hon. gentleman might take his own
course. He would have nothing to
say in the inatter.

Mr. FLYNN said he was verv desirous
that the adjourned debate should be
continued, but the Hon. Premier had
expressed a wish that it should stand
over until the engineer was here to
give him some more information. He
agreed to the arrangement, and as the
engineer had not arrived and he could
not get the information specitied, he
thought the matter should stand over.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he would
call the order unless the hon. First
Minister would state when he ex-
pected the engineer.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I will not
state anything of the kind.

lion. Mr. TUPPER-Then I ask
that the order be called.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Then I
shall move in amendment that the
next order be taken up.

Mr. MASSON-I call the Speaker's
attention to the fact that the hon.
gentleman cannot make a motion
when an hon. member is on his feet.

Ion. Mr. TUPPER said he was not
at all surprised that the lion. First
Minister was unwilling to discuss this
question. The hon. gentleman and
some of his colleagues seemed to have
arrived at the conclusion that no one
was interested in itexceptthe hon.mem-
ber for Richmond. Asa member ofthis
House and of a former Government
which provided for the construction of
St. Peter's Canal, and as one of the re-
p eesentatives of Nova Scotia and the

Dominion, he felt a deep interest in the
subject, and he thought before he sat
down the House would come to the
conclusion that the hon. gentleman had
good reason for adopting the very ex-
traordinary course he has pursued with
a reference to this debate. On a pre-
vious occasion, the hon. gentleman
wished it continued, because he wanted
to make a statement, when the hon.
member for Richmond was in his place.
and subsequently he gave the Ilouse
another reason-that some engineer
was expected here, from whom lie
wished to procure some facts. The
Province of Nova Scotia, provided for
the construction of the canal under the
impression that it was of great impor-
tance to the trade and business of the
country. The canal was in an advanced
condition at the time of the Union,
and every measure was taken to press
it forward. It was ultimately finished,
and the predictions of many parties
who were unable to value the work,
were not realized. It was found that
during 1871, no less than from 600 to
700 vessels and from 200 to 300 boats
made use of the canal. The increase
in the trade and business of the coun-
try demonstrated the dimensions of
the canal were insufficient, and the hon.
member for Charlevoix, then Minister
of Public Works, directed a report to
be made on its enlargement. An engi-
neer of great ability recommended
the enlargement of the canal to 50
feet in width and 15J in depth ;
and the late Government were so
convinced of the necessity of this
improvement that they decided
to ask for an appropriation for
the work. Tle present Government
came into power, and upon their
shoulders devolved the publie works
undertaken by their predecessors; but
they were apparently satisfied with the
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possession of office, and came to the
conclusion that all that the people
required had already been achieved,
and that it was of no consequence
whether public works of the greatest
importance were proceeded with or
not. The hon. gentlemen opposite
allowed the Session to pass without
making any provision whatever for
this improvement, except that in 1874
$75,000 were voted for an estimated
expenditure of $250,000. The people
natural ly expected they were going to
carry out this work; the Government
had asked for this money, and it had
been placed ungrudgingly at their ser-
vice. But how did they perform the
work ? Not a blow was struck, and
the entire season was allowed to pass
with the money voted in their hands,
and with the country pledged to the
immediate prosecution of the work. In
1875, another Session having passed
over and renewed pledges having been
given to the people, tenders were in-
vited on the 9th May; and ho asked
the Minister of Public Works, who had
had this money in his hands between
one and two years, why the
call for tenders was delayed un-
til thon, everybody knowing that
the summer season is the only
time when such work should be under-
taken? After the contractors had
expended a large amount of time and
money in examining the plans and
specifications, nothing was done, and
on the 5th of July amended plans were
made and tenders were again invited.
Ie wanted for a moment to draw the

attention of the bouse to the power
attempted to be exercised by the
Minister of Public Works and by the
Government in relation to this matter.
What would hon. members say if, after
the Government had received an ap-
propriation for the widening and deep-
ening of the Welland Canal in accord-
ance with a certain plan, and had
declared tbeir intention of performing
a certain amount of work, they had
come back to the bouse and confessed
they had made a contract on different
plans from those agreed upon ?

The House would observe that thesøe'
tenders were invited before the Minister
of Justice became a member of this
Government, and that after ho
entered the Ministry these amended

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

plans and tenders cutting down and
reducing this work to a depth of 14*
feet instead of 15J feot and to 36 feet
in width instead of 50 feet, were
adopted. If there was a gentleman in
this House, in this Ministry or in this
country who was bound to protect the
interests of Cape Breton against this
alteration, and the cutting down of this
work for which the money had been
voted that man was the Minister of
Justice. When that hon. gentleman
was employed in the laudable work of
destroying the Baie Verte Canal project
ho gave a solemn pledge to the mem-
bers from the Maritime Provinces,
when he was inducing the bouse to
take away the appropriation of a
million of dollars out of the estimates
for the construction of this work, which
it was claimed would cost five or six
millions, ho represented to the bouse
and to his constituents that if the
Maritime Provinces would consent to
the abandonment of that project ho
would pledge himself that that money
would be expended in other legitimate
public works in the Maritime Provin-
ces. He would read the hon. gentle-
man's statement from the Reports and
see if ho would say " hear! hear."

" Hon. Mr. Blake said that this item for the
construction of an important public work-
important especially in point of expense-had
for a long time appeared in the estimates, and
lie regarded it as the settled policy of the
country, which at any rate he was not pre-
pared to dispute, that an equal amount, sup-
posing the Baie Verte Canal should not be
constructed, should be expended for some
public purpose of national importance in the
Maritime Provinces. He thought that the
people of Ontario-he spoke only for his own
constituency-would sustain him in the state-
ment that it having been the settled policy of
Parliament, for a considerable number of
years, that a large expenditure should take
place upon this work they would be agreeable
if it were proved to be unreasonable or im-
practicable to carry such a work out, to an
equal amount being expended in some other
public works, in which the Dominion had an
interest. Therefore, so far as he was con-
cerned, speaking for his constituency, the
only question he had to consider was whether
that particular work was a fit one on which
to expend the funds of the Dominion. Upon
that question he did not express any opinion.
He thought it would not be becoming in him
to solve the question, which from the state-
ment of the Leader of the Government, it
appeared was not ripe for settlement, the
necessary information tc that end not beffig
yet forthcoming. But it did seem to him,
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while he agreed to the expenditure of this sum
of money on that or some other public work
of national importance in that quarter, thathe
onght not to be called upon to agree to the ex.
penditure of that amount of money on this
public work, until there was a case before the
House, on which Parliament could safely
pronounce."

That was the statement n âoi which
the hon. gentleman induce 1 the Gov-
ernment to take a million dollars ont
of the estimates and vote $20,000 for
the Hon. John Young and other gen-
tlemen to enjoy a pleasant summer
excursion, while they wore destroy-
ing by unjust means the construction
of the Baie Verte Canal. How did
the Hon. Minister of Justice carry
out his pledge ? Tho other day the
member for Cape Breton brought
up the question of the exten-
sion of the road from Canso to Louis-
burg, which would have the effect of
bringing Montreal and New York very
much nearer to Europe than was pos-
sible under any existing line. Did
the Minister of Justice say he was pre-
pared to sustain the Government in
ringing fbrward a policy for the con-

struction of this extension of the great
railroad systei of the country? No;
not only did le say nothing in favour
aiding that important national work,
but he turned his back on all his pledges,
and when ho had an opportunity to do
justice to that section of the country,
instead of availing himself of i4, he sus-
tained the Minister of Public Works in
cutting down the work on the St.
Peter's Canal without asking the con-
sent of this House. In the history of
the Parliament of Canada, from-the
hour it was formed until now, he'chal-
lenged the Minister of Justice to show
an instance in which such an outrage
was attempted in the interference
with an appropriation passed upon by
the House. The principle was the
same as if it had been applied to the
Welland Canal after Parliament had
decided that it should be enlarged to a
certain size and the Minister of Public
Works should take it upon himself to
give out tende s for an enlargement
on a smaller scale.

No Goverument had ever to face
such a dereliction of duty and such
contempt of Parliament, and it was no
wonder that the hon. gentleman asked
for the postponement of this question

40

until the engineer was present. But
why did he want the engineer ? That
gentleman had staked his professional
reputation on his report that the trade
of the country required that the canal
should be enlarged to a certain size.
After taking nearly two years to con-
sider the matter, the Government had
adopted the report on the estimate
submitted. These facts spoke for them-
selves. He did not think that there
was an independent member on either
side of the IHouse who would sustain
such a proceeding as this, and surrender
the power entrusted to them by the
people for the protection of the public
interests. The history of the Parliament,
and of the, Governments of Canada,
might be searched without finding a
precedent for such a course as the
Administration had adopted in this
relation. He thought, as the Govern-
ment had succeeded in having the plans
and estimates for the enlargement of
this canal amended, another year
having passed without a blow being
strack, it was due to the House and
country that every effort should be
made to obtain without delay the
construction of this work accord-
ing to the plans and specifications
agreed upon by the House a year ago,
but instead of that a contract had been
made for this work on a reduced plan
that will defeat th object and waste
the money expenditure.

On the suggestion of the lon. Mr.
Blake, the debate on this subjeet, was
adjourned.

TRUST COMPANY OF CANADA.

Mr. WORKMAN moved the second
reading of the Bill, entitled " An Act
to incorporate the Trust Company of
Canada.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD beg-
god to point out to his Ion. friend,
that, owing to the similarity of this
title with the designation of the
" Trust and Loan Company," -which
had existed since 1844, great con-
fusion and inconvenience would
result if no change was made.
He hope that lis hon. friond would
communicate this matter to the parties
for whom he was acting.

Mr. WORKMAN replied, that he
would take the earliest opportunity to
do so.

Trust Company bo7
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The Bill was read the second time.

THE ROYAL ALBERT BRIDGE.

Mr. BABY moved the second read-
ing of the Bill, entitled : An Act to
incorporate the Royal Albert Bridge
Company.

MT. WORKMAN desired to have
the second reading postponed, as very
strong feeling existed against the Bill
in the City of Montreal. Influential
députations intended to come up and
oppose it.

. Hon. Mr. HOLTON hoped that the
battles which were to be fought in
this connection, would be reserved for
the Committee to witness, as it was
very inconvenient to raise a discussion
on the subject in the House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE hoped his
hon. friend fiom Joliette would observe
that it was absolutely nocessary, pre-
vious to the consideration of the Bill in
Committec, that the plans and speci-
fications should be produced show-
ing how the work would affect
navigation. The most minute parti-
eulars were to bo explained, as this
was a matter which required the most
careful attention. He had noticed
that the Harbour Commissioners and
other authorities, with regard to the
shipping interests of Montroal, wore
strongly opposed to the Bill. Ho did
not mean to imply that ho would op-
pose it, but ho wished it understood
that it would be imperatively requisite
for its promoters to establish that such
a bridge would not interfere with navi-
gation.

Mr. BABY replied, that ho would
inform the promoters of the bill of
thoso requirements.

The Bill was read a second time.

NATIONAL LOANjAND LIFE ASSURANCE
COMPANY

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria), moved
that the Bil, entitled: An Act to in-
corporate the National Loan and Lité
Assurance Company of Canada, be read
the second time.

The motion was carried.
DOMINION NOTES.

The House. on motion of the Hon.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT, went into Com.
mittee of the Whole to consider the fol-

Mr. WonirmAN.

oiwing resplation :-That it is expedi
ont to provide that the Aets re&I
pectihg Dominior No shall r-
te;d to the Provinces of Pritieê
Edward , Island, British Columbia
and Manitoba respectively, and that
said notes be a legal tender in the
said Provinces as in the other pto-
vinces of the Dominion.-Mr. Young
in the Chair.

The resolution being adopted the
Committee rose and reported.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT movod for
leave to introduce a Bill founded thore-
on.

Mr. PLUMB complained that the
circulation of notes of small donomi-
nations was unduly restricted ; ho
understood that they were retained by
the banks; and he asked the Finance
Minister whether the circulation could
not by some means be renewed.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT stated in
reply that for several months old and
mutilated notes were being called in
and cancelled ; this was proceeding
actively, and they were doing their
best to get new notes into circulation.
As his hon. friend well knew, the banks
were not disposed to permit them to
leave their hands; practical difficulties
were met in endeavouring to get them-
out ofthese institutions, but they were
makingevery effort to succeed in this
connection.

MR. THOMPSON (Cariboo) called
attention to the fact that there were
very few one and two dollar bills in
circulation in British Columbia, espe-
cially in the interior.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
measure was introduced for relieving
that stringoncy in the several pro-
vinces.

Mr. BOWELL said the great diffi-
culty was in roference to the small-
note circulation. It was desirable that
the Hon. Finance Minister should de-
vise some means to enforce their eireu-
lation, as the banks were determined
to hold the small notes.

Mr. TIOMPSON (Welland) said ho
was glad the necessities of the country
wore bringing the mombers of the
House to think upon the subject. What
the country required was a curroncy
independent of the mercantile system,

.Éraines.
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and one that would prevent the con-
tinual recurrence of panios.

A bill founded on the resolution was
then introduced.

COUNTY COURT JUDGEs IN NOVA
300TIA.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved the second
reading of a Bill to provide for the
salaries of County Court Judges in
the Province of Nova Scotia, and for
other purposes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
for an explanation of the Bill.

ion. Mr. BLAKE said it was the
same Bill as that introduced by him
last Session.

Mr. SINCLAIR hoped the Bill would
pass, and trusted that the Hon. Minis-
ter of Justice would bring down a Bill
this Session putting the County Court
Judges of Prince Edward Island on an
equality with other County Court
Judges in the Dominion. These judges
had been in office nearly three years,
and they would be disappointed if
their salaries were not readjusted this
Session.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the House
was, no doubt, aware of the circum-
stances under which the County Court
Judgeships were established in Prince
Edward Island. Prior to Confederation
the salaries of the County Court Judges
were raised to $2,000 a year, at a time
when the Superior Court Judges were
receiving only $1,900 a year. After
Confederation, the salary of the Chief
Justice was raisod from $1,900 to $3,000
a year, and the salaries of the Puisne
Judges were raised to $2,500. In
the saine Act it was proposed to
arrange the salaries of the County
Court Judges so that they should not
be less than $1,000 nor more than
82,000 a year. ie was informed that
the functions of County Court Juoges
wore comparatively limited. In Prince
Edward Island thore was one County
Court Judge to overy 33,000 of the
population, whereas in Nova Scotia
thore was only one to every 60,000 of
the population. He merely iade
these observations to show that there
Were reasons why the rule of equality
suggested by his hon. friend could not
be applied in eonsidering the salaries
of the judges of any partieular place.

He thought bis hon. friend would agreo
that it would hardly do to give County
Court Judges enjoying a limited juris8
diction, with a comparatively small
amount of work, a salary within one
hundred dollars of that given to a
Puisne Judge of the Superior Court.
He would say that ho did not himself
think that the judicial salaries in seve-
ral parts of the Dominion were on a.
satisfactory footing. He would say at
this juncture as he had said in reply to
applications the Government had re-
ceived from all parts of the Dominion
on the subject, that it was bis pur-
pose to give a full and careful con-
sideration to the position of all
judicial salaries during the recess.
As to what the result of that
consideration night be, or as to what
he might suggest to bis colleagues, or
what their determination might be was
entirely a matter for the future. He
would say generally that this was not,
a time when it was very easy or pro-
per for the Government to propose to
increase salaries. He feit that the
financial condition of the country was
not such as to enable them to do that
which they otherwise might not be
unwilling to do in this direction.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE said ho was
glad to hear thut the salaries of the
judges were to be considered, and called
particular attention to tliejudgeships of
Saguenay, Gaspé and Bonaventure, the
salaries of m hich required revision.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Can the hon.
gentleman state whether they have an
equal amount of work ?

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE-The hon.
gentleman is in a better position to
know than ITam.

The Bill then passed through Com-
mittee of the Whole (Mr. Scatcherd in
the Chair), and was road the third time
and passed.

THE SUPREME COURT.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved the second
reading of the Bill to make further
provision in regard to the Supreme
Court and Exchequer Court of Canada.
lie said ho did net intend to ask to
have it referred to Committee of the
Whole on this occasion. Ho proposed
to introduce some additional anend-
ments, and with a view to giving the
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House *an opportunity to consider
them, he would put them on the noticE
paper.

The Bill was read the second time.
THE SUPERANNUATION ACT.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved that the
House go into Committee to consider
the following resolution:-That it is
expedient to provide that the provi-
sions of the Canada Civil Service Act,
1868, and any Acts amending the
same, and of the " Act for better ensur-
ing the efficiency of the Civil Service
of Canada, by providing for the super-
annuation of persons employed therein
in certain cases," and any Acts amend-
ing the same, shall extend and apply
to the officers, clerks and servants of
the Supreme Court of Canada and of
the Exchequer Court of Canada, at the
seat of Government.-Carried.

The Hlouse went into Committee,-
Mr. Scatcherd in the Chair.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER wished to know
whether the public officers from whose
salaries the Government deducted a cer-
tain per centage on account of the super-
annuation fund, were entitled on having
their offices abolished or their services
dispensed with in any other way than by.
dismissal, to an allowance.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the law on
that subject was on the statute book.
There was a special provision in case
of the abolition of their offices. It
was permissive, not imperative.

lHon. Mr. TUPPER said he wished
to take this opportunity to draw atten-
tion to cases of great hardship.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT suggested
that it would be better to do so in the
discussion on the estimates.

The resolution was reported without
amendment and referred to the Com-
mittee on Bill No. 22.

EXTENSION OF ACTS TO PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND.

The louse went into Committee to
sider the following resolution:-That
it is expedieut to extend the Act 33
Victoria, chapter 47, respecting
weights and measures, and the Act 38
Victoria, chapter 36 respecting the
marking of casks containing merchant-
able liquids with their respective
eapacity, and the Act 36 Victoria,

RIon. Mr. BLAKE.

chapter 48, to provide for the inspec-
tion of gas and gas meters, to the
Province of Prince Edward Island,
including in such extension the powers
given to the Governor iD Council to
make tariffs of fees for services per-
formed in carrying tlie said Acts into
effeet; and to repeal such, Acts of the
Legislature of the said Province as may
be inconsistent with the said Acts.

The resolution was reported without
ameuadment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD wished
to know why all the Dominion laws
were not extended to Prince Edward
Island as to the other provinces. It
was desirable that there should be uni-
formity in this respect.

lon. Mr. LAIRD replied it. was
not well to make too sudden changes.
These laws should be extended gradual-
ly to the Province. He introduced a
bill founded on the resolution.

The bill was read the first time.

THE GRANT TO MANITOBA.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the House go into Committee to con-
sider the following resolution :--That
under the circumstances appearing in
the Minute of Council of 26th October,
1875, upon the finances of the Province
of Manitoba, laid before the House, it
is expedient that Canada should pay as
a temporary annual grant to that
Province the sum of $2t,746.96 yearly
by semi-annual instalments, being the
amount necessary in order to raise its
revenue derivable from Canada to
$90,O00. Such grant to commence
from the 1st day of July, 1875, and to
continue until the close of the year
1881.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested as this was an important
measure, it should be allowed to stand
over.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the re-
solution could be adopted, and the dis-
cussion could take place on the second
reading of the Bill.

The House then went into Commit-
tee on the Bill, which was reported and
the report concurred in.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE introduced
êa Bill founded on the resolution, which
was read the first time.

The HRouse adjourned at Elbven
o 'clock, p, m.

(COMMONS.) Busias.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

FRIDAY, March 10, 1876.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. KIRKPATR[CK----To incorpo-
rate the London and Canadian Loan
and Agency Company.

Mr. OLIVER----Respecting the Cana-
da Southern Bridge Company.

Mr. BLAIN----To Incorporate the
National Trust and Investment Coin-
pany of Canada. (Limited.)

Mr. DOMVILLE--To incorporate
the Chartered Bank of London and
North America.

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved the second
reading of the Bill to make more ef-
fectual enquiry into the existence of
corrupt practices at elections of
members.

The motion was carried.
The House then went into Commit-

tee of the Whole on the Bill, Mr.
Scatcherd in the Chair.

The first section was agreed to.
Upon the second section

lion.Mr.T UPPER said that the prac-
tical operation of this Act had been
that so soon as the sitting member was
willing to give up his seat the pro-
ceedings necessarily terminated, be-
cause there was no oie to carry them
on against. It appeared to him that
tiere ought, in the first instance, to
be some means provided for an investi-
gation in cases where the Judge be-
lieved corruption had prevailed ex-
tensively, even if the sitting member
abandoned his seat, with a view of
preventing an enquiry into the circum-
stances of the election.

Hon. Mi. BLAKE said there were
inconveniences and difficulties on both
hands. It was not until within the
last two or three years that any writ
could issue except by order of the
House. Complaints were made from
the benches opposite as to the practical
operation of the present law. It was
pointed out the public were interested
in having a searching investigation
into electoral corruption. He had

never denied the justice of this obser-
vation, at the same time that he had
expressed the opinion it was impossible
to compel petitioners to proceed
if they did not wish to, and even
if they could be compelled it would
be unlikely to do good, while it
would involve large expense on
private individuals for a public end.
If this was regarded as impracticable
or impolitic, some other means must
be adopted, and the only way was by
some such proceeding as he proposed
in this Bill. There was another alter-
native-instead of adopting the Eng-
lish rule it could be made the duty of
the Governor in Council, upon such
reports, to at once issue a commission
of enquiry. It might be more expedi-
tiously done in that way; but looking
at the comparative.y short time
between the general election as a rule,
and the meeting of the House, there
was no necessity for it. Very soon
after the first meeting of Parliament
the question would be considered. It
might, if expedient, stay the issue of
the writ or not until an investigation
was had. He thought it was of high
importance there should be some
means of pointing ont to a whole con-
stituency, where extensive corruption
was practiced, that it must suffer.
This was not new-it was an old
and wholesome law. He submitted
these clauses to the House, and would
accept any suggestions to improve
them, in the spirit they were made.

Hon. Mv. T UPPER said this clause
would leave them in a worse position
than before they had the Controverted
Elections Act. Prior to that a sworn
tribunal, drawn by ballot to avoid
party predominance on the Com-
mittee, tried the case. That was
found unsatisfactory because it
was impossible to divest members,
sitting in antagonism to each other,
from being influenced by party feeling.
This proposition would lead to some-
thing a thousand times worse. It threw
back into this House the question, to
be decided. by an unsworn tribunal,
whether a writ should issue.

Hon.Mr.BLAKE would be very sorry
indeed to be the introducer of the sys-
tem of trying controvertpl elections
by this louse. The suggestion of the
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hon. member was not without weight,
but he could not see how a constituency

-could be punished after wide-spread
.corruption except by refusing to issue
a writ.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD called
attention to the last part of this clause.
It empowered the Judge, in case lie had
reason to believe the petitioner and
respondent had collusively agreed to
hush up the corrupt practices of the
former, to report that an enquiry
should be made into the case. It
seemed to be scarcely fair to punish
the whole eonstituency and cast a stain
upon it, because the Judge reported
that there was collusion between the
sitting member and the unsuccessful
candidate to hide corrupt practices.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE, to avoid all pos-
sibility of doubt, suggested the follow-
ing addition: Further enquiry as to
whether corrupt practices have exten-
sively prevailed is desirable.

Sir JOHN A. MAC DONALD-Tbat
will do.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) thouirht
that a constituency should not be dis-
franchised for a single corrupt act
the part of an indiscreet supporter,
which would be the effect of the Bill in
its present form. A member who
supposed his election was purely con-
ducted might discover that such an
act had been committed, the hiring of
a team, for instance ; and, unwilling to
incur the expense of a contestation,
might abandon the seat. The Judge
might be under the impression that
further enquiry was desirable, though
under such circumstances the constitu-
ency should not be disfranchised.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-My hon. friend
will remember that the Judge would
have before him, the witnesses who
would be examined.

Mr. CAMERON-But there would
be only a single act.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--ile would judge
from the evidence before him, and the,
surrounding circumstances.

Mr. CAMERON-But the Judge
will not have the materials upon which
to form an opinion.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--If lie bas he re-
ports positively.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked whether
his hon. friend did not feel that plac-
ing the Judge in the position of mak-
ing a report to Parliament under such
circumstances would not be a reflec-
tion on him, Parliament being
authorized to consider the Judge's
conduct? After a general election,
there might be 20, 30, or 40 contro-
verted elections, and if no writ
was issued until the House met,
so many constituencies would then be
unrepresented. Our Parliament only
first sat for a short period, and if cases
were to be tried over again within its
Session one-half or two-thirds of the
Session might be lost before there
could be a return.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved the recon-
sideration of the firstclause; also, that
" whether " be inserted after " to " in
the 1 th line, and the words "have
extensively prevailed," after "prac-
tices," in the 12th line; further, that
a similar alteration be made in the
second clanse, 20th line. He observed
that lie would consider before the Bill
reached its next stage whether the
suggestion of his bon. friend from
Cumberland should be adopted.

Mr. BABY-I think it would be
pieferable, instead of "or" in the
second clause, 15th line, to insert " and
that."

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--There may be
two findings, that such practices have
prevailed, or that lie has reason to
believe that this is the case. This
provides for both.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD observ-
ed that there was a good deal in what
had been said by his hon. friend from
Cumberland.

Hon. Mr. BLAK E did not think that
any reflection would in this relation,
be cast upon the Judge; the House
must determine whether a commission
-the main object of the report-should

issue or not.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK held that this

was sufficient punishment for the con-
stituency. It did not say that there
should be a delay for the whole Session
or a long period, and lie did not think
that any reflection would be cast upon
the Judge.

Te tirst and second clauses being
adopted,
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lon. Mr. BLAKE proposed, that
the third clause be amended
by inserting " whether " after " to,"
and " have extensively prevailed " after
"practices " in the 32nd line.

Mr. KACDONNELL (Inverness)
stated that it was the intention to give
to the petitioner a certain number of
days after the presentation of the peti-
tion, previous to the publication in the
Canada Gazette of the return. The
word " then " in the lst line on the
2nd page, referred, he presumed to
the date of publication in the Gazette.

Hon. Mr. BL AK E--No ; it refers to
the 60 days.

Mr. MACDONNELL---" During that
time " would be better.

Hion. Mr. BLAKE----No! no!
Mr. MACDONNELL--If, for in-

ýstance, the House was in Session only
fôr one or two days after the publica-
tion of the Gazette, and if the petition
was not presented within this time,
there would be no -opportunity after-
wards.

lon. Mr. BLAKE ---I will make a
change to meet my hon. friend's views.

lon. Mr. TUPPER remarked that
the 2nd and 3rd clauses were open to
very great objection. When a Judge
in a county tried the case, a great ad-
vance had been made in arriving at the
facts, and he could not see why the
investigation could not be continued at
the time. If a party abandoned his
seat, it was true that he could not be
compelled to proceed, but he (Mr.
Tupper) would suggest whether the
Judge could not be authorized to report,
and a person be appointed immediately
for the purpose of taking up the inves-
tigation. A Commission would have to
do the same thing; and if the course
he proposed were adopted, a great deal
of time and expense would be saved,
avoiding all the difficulties to which
attention had been drawn, as to the
disfranchisement of a constituency for
a considerable portion of the term of
Parliament.

Then he objected to the appoint-
ment of revising barristers. If they
were to have a Commission from which
they were to expect an entirely im-
partial consideration of the subject,
they must select persons acting under

4 1½

some responsibility as the Judges of
our Courts. The manner in whieh
revising barristers had conducted in-
quiries under the Controverted Elec-
tions Act, in Nova Scotia, had been
eminently unsatisfactory. And he
thought a great and important advance
had been made in getting the trial of
controverted elections into the hands
of the judiciary. He would view
with great regret the adoption
of a measure that would take a
retrogade step and place these en-
quiries in the hands of revising bar-
risters.

Ion. Mr. BLAKE had no doubt that
the general observations of the hon.
gentleman were well grounded in re-
ference to the expediency of having
these investigations as far as possible
by judges. But in introducing the
Bill he pointed out that it might occur
that these investigations would require
attention when the judicial staff of the
county were so far engaged with the
regular judicial business of the coun-
ty that they could not devote any
attention to them. This matter, how-
ever, was left with the House in grant-
ing the address to refer the investiga-
tion to the Judge of the Supreme Court,
the Provincial Judges, or to one or more
persons, to be named in the address to
e Commissioners. But it might be

that upon the occasion of a general
election the ordinary judicial functions
of the county judges would be such that
it would be impossible for them to dis-
charge that duty without dirorganizing
the ordinary administration of justice.
It was with a view of meeting this dif-

.ficulty that lie proposed to increase
the facility of constituting the neces-
sary tribunals. When the applica-
tion for the address was made to the
House it could then be determined
whether the case should be referred to
Judges or a Commission.

Mr. DEVLIN said he was in a posi-
tion to state that the Judges of the
District of Montreal found it almost
impossible to discharge their ordinary
duties, together with the additional
duties imposed upon them under the
election law. le thought the same
migbt be said with regard to the Dis-
trict of Quebec. If the Judges of
Montreal were required to do this
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work in addition to their present
duties, their numbers would have to be
increased, or else the public justice in
other matters must be neglected. The
matter was one of great importance,
and it was only right that the Minister
of Justice should see that the Judges
were not placed'in a position in which
they could not discharge the duties
imposed on them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re-
garded this as a very important mea-
sure, and at the same time hoped the
enquiries under this Act would not
be very numerous. H1e did not think
the measure would throw a great bur-
den on the judiciary, and was of opin-
ion that the investigations should bc
conducted 'by Judges only. In this
way the confidence of the country
would be retained in the final
decisions arrived at. If it were sub-
sequently proved that the evils
existed to such an extent that the
Judges could not conduct the enquiries,
then the Bill might be amended. Then
if the law remained as it was it might
be imputed to the Government that
they were desirous of promoting the
enquiry by Commissioners. He was
quite sure an imputation of that kind
would be unfounded, but such imputa-
tions were made, and he thought it
would be advisable to refer the cases
to Judges only. Another point in the
Bill was that an enquiry might be
made on the petition of a certain num-
ber of electors. There ought to be some
check on this. Theee was very little
difficulty in getting up a petition for
the purpose of having an imputation
on a party election, and gratifying poli-
tical feeling. The names of the electors
should bc verified in some way, and it
should be proved that they were bona
/ide electors.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said that no diffi-
culty had been experienced in Eng-
land. With regard to verification, if
the House had any doubt as to the
genuineness of the signatures the mat-
ter could be remedied by any person
bringing the matter up to the -House.
He was inclined to make the number
of signatures required to the petition
35.

With regard to the other, it would
be remembered if fortune smiled on the

Mr. DEVLIN.

occupants of the Treasary Benches irn
Toronto and in Ottawa, the elections
for Ontario and the Dominion would
take place about the same time. It
would not be at all unlikely that the
House might be obliged to resort to
Commissioners, the Judges having more
cases to try than they could attend to.

After some further discussion
Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved to amend

the 1st line on the second page by
inserting the words " at the expiration
of 60 days."

The motion was carried.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK said if the.

members of this House were not al-
lowed to be barristers, neither should
the members of the Local Legislature.
If anything the latter were more ex-
treme partizans than the former.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said it was copied
from the English Act. He moved that
the words " being members of Parlia-
ment or " be struck out.

The motion was passed and the reso-
lution as amended was agreed to.

The clauses from 3 to 7 inclusive
were agreed to.

On clause 8,
Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved to strike out

the work "then," and add after the
word " sitting " the following :-" at the
expiration of said period of fourteen
days."

The motion was carried, and the
clause was agreed to.

Clauses 9 to 13 inclusive were agreed
to without discussion.

The 12th and 13th clauses were
adopted without any amendment.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said ho would not
move the 14th clause, as the resolution
had not passed through Committee.

The 15th clause was carried without
amendment, and the Committee rose
and reported progress and >asked leave
to sit again.

lon. Mr. BLAKE moved the House
in Committee to consider the following
resolution, Mr. Scatcherd in the
chair :-

That it is expedient to provide that
it shall be lawful for the Governor in
Council to order the payment of the
necessary expenses of any enquiry
under the Bill (No. 14) intituled : "An
Act to provide for more effectuail
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-enquiry into the existence of corrupt
practices at elections of members of
the House of Commons," and that
every Commissioner not being a Judge
,shall be paid at the conclusion of the
-enquiry, besides his travelling and
other expenses, siuch sum as shall be
fixed by the Governor in Council ; and
that every Commissioner shall, after
the making of the report by the said
Bill directed, lay before the Governor
in Council a statement of the number
of days he has been actual ly employed
in the enquiry, together with an
account of his travelling and other
expenses ; and that in any payment
by this resolution authorized shall be
made ont of any money which may be
provided by Parliament for the pur-
poses of Commissions issued under the
said Bill.

Mr. DEVLIN said before this reso-
Iution was adopted, he desired to ask
the Minister of Justice if any additional
-comp.nsation was to be afforded to the
Judges of Quebec, who might be called
upon to give effect to this law. He asked
this question, because under the AJt
of 1873 some provision was made for
the remuneration of Judges, but under
the Act of 1874, that provision was not
allowed. He held it would only be
common justice that these gentlemen
should receive some remuneration
for the additional labour it would
impose upon them. It ought to be a
liberal remuneration for the Judges of
Quebec, who now received a wretched
salary-so small that it would be low-
'ering the dignity of the judiciary to,
make it publie. The Mimister of Jus-
tice was a leading barrister in this
Country, and it was to be hoped he
vould see his way before long to adopt

some measure to relieve our Judges
from the unfair position they now oc-
cupy in this respect. They were not
paid as much as bank clerks, or as
magistrates in the neighbouring Pro-
vince, considering the importance
of the duties they were called upon to
discharge under the law as it is now.

lon. Mr. BLAKE said be did not
think it a sound principle that any
such claim for extra pay should be set
up by Judges in consequence of the
Statutes giving them some additional
duties.. The general rule ought to be

understood, that the country should
pay the Judges adequately for reason-
able time occupied in the discharge of
the duties of the judicial office. It was
known that every new Statute, or
almost every new Statute that was
passed, involved some fresh labour for
the Judges. It was only the other day
an Act was passed inposing additional
duties on County Court Judges, and the
House was constantly passing Acts
which directly or indirectly ad-
ded to the labours of the judi-
ciary. There was one point in the
remarks of the hon. gentleman
from Montreal Centre to which he
was responsive. He believed there
were some instances in which the
judical salaries were inadequate; he
spoke of no Judge in particular, and
under these circumstances it might be
a question for the House to consider at
a future day whether they should make
any change; but lie did not think that
change ought to be by specific remu-
neration for some specific duties of the
work of the Judge. The House had
placed upon the Statute Book a pro-
vision that the Judges of the Supreme
Court shall not hold any other office or
commission of profit under.the Crown.
A somewhat similar provision existed
at one time respecting the Superior
Court Judges of Lower Canada. it
was under this that the case of Judge
Johnson was brought before the notice
of Parliament when lie was appointed
to another office in Manitoba. He be-
lieved that this was a sound general
rule, and he did not propose to add to
the remuneration of Judges for any
service they might be called upon to
render under this Statute.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he con-
curred entirely in the views of the
hon. member for Montreal Centre that
the Judges should be better paid, and
that they should have precicely the
same remuneration as a Commissioner.
He feared that if the Act provided for
Commissioners, when the work could
not be done by Judges, and that the
Judges were not paid for this extra
work, the whole of this service
would have to be performed by the
Commissioners; to obtain this service
from the Judges it should be provided
that they be paid the same as Commis.
sioners.
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Mr. PALLIER said it would be a
wrong principle to give extra pay, for
the result would be that a Judge would
distribute his extra work among other
Judges in order to get this extra work
with extra pay. le would like to see
the Judges better paid, but not in this
way, and he hoped the Minister of
Justice would not introduce the princi-
ple into this measure.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD agreed
with the Minister of Justice. It was
highly desirable that the Judges should
be better paid fbr their services, and the
Local Legislatures should see that they
were not overworked. There was an
additional reason why the Minister of
Justice should confine this work to
Judges if he could see his way to do
so. When the Judges found that this
extra work would take them away from
home and they would only have their
travelling expenses paid, there would
be strong representations from thein
that really the business of their several
Courts would keep them at home, and
it would throw all this work upon
tspecial Commissioners which was in
the highest degree undesirable.

Mr. DEVLIN wished it to be under-
stood in bringing this matter under the
notice of the Conîmittee as he had
done, he did not accuse the Judges
of Quebec of a desire to shirk
any additional duty that might be im-
posed upon them by the law of the
land bccause it would not give them
additional pay. He entertained a higher
opinion of the Judiciary of Quebec
than to think so, and he would not have
referred to it all if hc thought the
judicial salaries were eonsistent with
the dignity of the office. They were
not paid as well as the Judges of Onta-
rio because, he was informed, the
Judges of this Province received an
annual sum from the Local Legislature
in addition to salaries paid them by
the Dominion Government. No such
additional salary was received from the
Local Legislature of Quebec by the
Judges of that Province, and his opinion
was that no such pay should be received
from Local Legislatures under the cir-
cuinstances.

Mr. PALMER complained that the
Judges in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island were insuf-

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

ficiently paid. lethoughtthatJudges-
who performed the same character of
work should, throughout the Dominion,
be paid the s4me salary.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE replied that
salaries depended upon the circum-
stances of Provinces and their judicial
systems. The system and organization
in Quebec were diffèrent to those in
Ontario, and it-was impossible to com--
pare the position of these Judges, with-
out regard to many circumstances
which could not well be taken into-
account in debate. He was informed,
on good authority, that the work in
Que bec was not properly distributed, as.
in the country districts the Judges had
little or nothing to do. One had only
one case before him during a year ; a
second, only two cases during the same
period.

MIr. SCHULTZ urged that the posi-
tion of the Judges in Manitoba should
be considered; the cost of living, fully
one-halfgreater than in Ontario, should
also be remembered in this relation,
while their duties were as important
4s were the duties performed by their
confreres in the other Provinces.

The Committee rose and reported,
and the amendments were concurred in.

INSOLVENT BANKS.

The Bill intituled " An Act to make
provision for the winding up of Insol-
vent Incorporated Banks," was read a
second time.

LAW REsPECTING INDIANS.

The House, on motion of the Hon.
Mr. LAIRD, went into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Mills in the chair, to
consider the Bill intituled " An Act to
amend and consolidate the laws respect-
ing Indians."

Mr. SCHULTZ remarked that the
width of the roads mentioned was
fixed at one chain; 'it was well known
that in a prairie country the roads
were made one chain and one-half
wide, in order to prevent their being
blocked by snow drifts in winter. le
suggested, that as elsewhere in that
region, the width be so ordered in this
instance.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD explained that the
clause in question applied to the settTed
belt on the Red and Assiriboine Rivers,
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where many holdings had narrow
frontages. These roads ran back
through these holdings, and were the
width made 1½ chains little would be
left comparatively speaking. Under
these circumstances the change sug-
gested would be impolitie. He was
speaking in the interest of the occu-
pants of these lands.

Mr. SCHULTZ said as regards the
first clause in the Bill he was surprised
to find the width of the proposed road
allowance fixed at one chain, when all
the other Dominion road allowances
were one chain and a half. He be-
lieved that roads less than one chain
and a half would be found practically
useless, and he trusted that the hon.
Minister of the Interior would alter the
resolution to that effect. Wben the
question of the system of surveys for
the North West was under discussion
in the House three or four years ago,
he had himself represented that it was
found in a prairie country that when
roads were only one chain in width and
the country became settled and fenced,
that the snow drifted the road full and
rendered it useless for purposes of
travel. The original Hudson Bay Com-
pany survey had made the main road
allowance two chains, for the reasons
he had stated, and therefore it was
not well to make a road which was
parrallel with this, and might be
very much used, less than one chain
and a half in width. He would strong-
ly urge that this should be done or
else the road would be useless.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
his hon. friend for Lisgar had stated
that one-chain roads were too narrow
and ought to be at least a chain and a
half. He thought the suggestion of
the hon. member should be adopted.
Land could not be so valuable as to
necessitate the spoiling of the road,
and a chain and a half was not very
wide.

IMr. SMITH (Selkirk) thought it
w-ould be a great hardship on some
people if the outer roads were not
more than a chain.

Mr. BANNATYNE said a road less
than a chain and a half would be use-
less in their country.

Mr. LAIRD saw no objection to
making the rear roads a ehain and a
half, but he would object to the en-

largement of the other roads. The
land was valuable, and it did not seem
advisable to take up any more of it
than vas necessary in the construction
of these roads.

On the suggestion of Sir JOHN A.
MACDONALD the resolutions were
amended so as to make the width of
the outer roads one chain and a half,
the width of the longitudinal roads
remaining unchanged.

Mr. SCHULTZ, in speaking on the
first clause of the Bill, said before he
had only looked at it from a public
point of view, and the latter part of
the first clause made him look at it
from the standpoint of the present
owners of the land from which this
road allowance was to be taken. He
felt that tho power proposed to be
given to the Government to take this
land at a fixed price of one dollar
and a half an acre was most unfair.
In scarcely any part of Manitoba, on
the River Belt, was land so low in
value as one dollar and a half per acre,
while near Winnipeg and elsewhere
it was wortii twenty or thirty times as
much. He would like to see the latter
part of the first clause left out entirely,
and a fair value to be fixed in a
manner fair to the Government and to
the individual. Ie thought that any
other way would be a great hardship,
and he (Mr. Schultz) begged the hon.
promoter of the Bill to reconsider this
point of the first resolution before the
matter came before the House again.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the roads
would be a great convetience to the
farmers, and especially those whose
farms the roads ran between, and the
Government did not regard it as ad-
visable to change the.amount of com-
pensation fixed upon.

The resolutions as amended were
adopted.

The Committee rose and reported the
resolutions as amended.

The report vas concurred in.
Hon. Mr. LAIRD, after a brief dis-

cussion, introduced a Bill founded on
the resolutions.

AFTER RECESS.
Bill to amend the Act incorporating

"Le Credit Foncier du Bas Canada"
was read the second time.
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lion. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the louse go into Committee of Sip-
ply.

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD-I rise
to move the amendment ofwhich 1 gave
notice the other night. In making
this motion, as a sense of duty com-
pels me, I do .it withoiit any hope
of beirg able to secure the expression
of a majority of this House in
support of it. The declared policy
of the Government and the sup-
port which it bas received from the
Bouse utterly precludes me from
having any expectation of success with
my motion. The course of the Govern-
ment and the declaration of its policy
compel me to believe that no resolu-
tion in favour of the protection of any
of the great industries-be they manu
facturing, mining, or agricultural--
will meet with the sanction of this
House. In the first place, the country
and this House had a right to expect
that a different course would have
been pursued. It was announced by
the newspapers supposed to be in the
confidence of the Government, that
there would be a change in the tariff.
In the Globe, which if not the avowed
organ is the confidential supporter of
the prescit Government, it was an-
nounced a new tariff would be intro-
duced and to what extent the change
was to take place. Then we had the
statement of the hon. member for
Montreal West, who was of the
opinion that the Government had au-
thorized him to make the declaration
to his constituents that there was to be
an alteration of the tariff in the di-
rection his constituents desired and
required, in the way of increased pro-
tection to manufacturing industries.
We had the statement of several
delegations that waited on the
members of the Administration, and
especially the financial member of it,
that they left him with the belief and
on the understanding and expectation
they were promised an alteration of
the tariff to the protection of their
manufactures. I do not mean to say-
it would be unparliamentary for me to
do so after the statements made by the
Finance Minister and the Premier-
that such promises were made, but it is

lon. Mr. LAIRD.

quite clear from the opinions formed
and inferences drawn by intelligent
men who understood what they heard,
they left the hon. gentleman with that
belief, and the country generally bal a
right to expect this subject was to be
fully dealt with this Session. All those
expectations have been, however, set
aside for ever. Al hope bas been lost.
The manufacturers of this country now
know their fate. They know they
have no hope of aid in their distress or
encouragement for the future The
Head of the Government also contri-
buted - unwillingly, no doubt - to
confirm the belief that the tariff would
be increased. lis bringing out the
hon. member for M ontreal West to be
the candidate for that constituency ;
bis speeches at Sarnia, Halifax and
Montreal itself; his allowing, without
immediate contradiction, ny hon.
friend from Montreal West in his
candidature (lie being the avowed and
favoured candidate of the Premier) to
make such statements as he did--the
country bad a right to expect there
would be a change. I say all hope is
gone after the declaration made to the
House by the Premier and the Finance
Minister. The hon. leader of the Gov-
ernment diminished the importance,
and denied the alleged direction and
scope of his assurances, and he re-
turns in this House to his original
and long-declared opinion, pronounced
in the most formai manner in his
speeches in England and Scotland. He
returned to his first love, and not only
announced there vas to be no altera-
tion in the tariff and no assistance given
to our manufacturers, but he assailed
the very ground upon which they fairly
applied for relief and almost ridiculed
their pretensions; and while he treated
their application for assistance with
opposition he treated those of the agri-
culturists, I might almost say with con-
tempt; added to this, we heard the
rapturous plaudits with which the pro-
nuncia-mrento of the hon. member for
North York was greeted. The whole
Ministerial party cheered him to the
echo, when he announced that the
Reform party, the Liberal party, of
which the Government are the expon-
ents and administrators, had nailed
their colours to the mast, to the prinei-
ple offree-trade, absolute, unconditional
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free-trade, under ali circumstances,
connecting it with the other great
principles of which this party are the
avowed champions in this country, in
England and elsewhere. Then our
manufacturers and agriculturists knew
perfectly well that under no circum-
stances could they. or had they any
right to expect any assistance, any
countenance, any encouragement, any
support from the present Administra-
tion, or from those acting with them,
giving them their support and adher-
ence. lowever, I felt it to be my duty
to bring this subject once more before
this Hlouse and the country. I have no
hope that there will be a vote of the
majority in favour of the proposition I
shall submit; I have no hesitation in
saying that the resolution will be lost
and defeated by a considerable majority;
but it will be on the records of this
Parliament, and it will be for the coun-
try hereafter to judge between the two
parties as to whether the principle of
coming forward and aiding, under the
particular circumstances of this crisis,
our manufacturing and commercial
interests be the correct one, or whether
it be the principle the Ministerial
party has proclaimed-that of treating
their claims for assistance with neglect
and with indifference, so that they can
have no hope for aid from ýhis Govern-
ment or this Parliament, but must
trust to their own efforts to meet all
their difficulties as best they may, un-
encouraged, uncountenanced and alone.

The motion I make will have at
least another great advantage; it will
enable, for instance, my hon. friend
from Lincoln another opportunity of
showing his great interest in the de-
velopment of the manufactures of the
Dominion. My hon. friend from Brant
will also have another occasion for
establishing how profoundly he is
interested in the welfare and encou-
ragement of these industries and the
interests of our farmers and agricul-
turists.

My lion. friend froin Lincoln made
an admirable speech. I cannot refer
to its details, but I may allude to the
fact that ho did make a speech, and an
admirable speech it was; it convinced
me. An old Scotch baronet, a friend
and life-long supporter of William
Pitt, who was asked if he had ever
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beard a speech in his life that had
changed bis opinion said-" I bave
heard many a speech which changed
my opin ion, but I never heard a speech
that changed ny vote." My bon.
friend has improved on the old Scotch
baronet, because although be himself
spoke for the purpose of convincing
others that the Government were
wrong in failing to protect the various
interests he mentioned, his affection
for the Administration, his desire
to keep them in power, and his warmth
of devotion towards the hon. gentle-
man at its head, made him--though he
convinced others by unanswerable and
unanswered arguments, that a reason-
able protection to our manufacturers
ought to be given-vote against the
proposition that the Government ought
to have done so. I can well under-
stand ibe difficulty of the hon. gentle-
man between Polly and Lucy-betweeii
comedy and tragedy-and like Ho-
garth's picture, between Protestant and
Catholic Doxy. The hon. gentleman
yielded, however, to the seductions
of my hon. friend the leader of the
Government, and having spoken one
way, voted another. Perhaps the hon.
gentleman was expressing his own
candid opinion ; perhaps not. That
bon. member made a speech at a par-
ticular time, just before the local elec-
tions for the County of Lincoln, and
perchance it was not so much for the
purpose of announcing his own views
as of endeavouring to avert from him-
self the fate of the late lamented Mr.
Neelon. However that may be, Sir, we
have yet to deal with these questions,
and 1 shall propound this resolution.
I did not intend to occupy the atten-
tion of this House very long, because
this subject had been discussed at
some length, and a great many hon.
members on both sides of the
House have expressed their various
opinions upon it. I remark sir, with
respect to my resolution, which has
been printed, that the Globe states
it is not specific enough, that it is
vague, and that it is too general. I am
surprised, -Mr. Speaker, that an able
and experienced journal should be so
ignorant of constitutional principle,
constitutional practice, and constitu-
tional propriety, as to expect the
Opposition to assume the functions
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of the Government of the day, and
prepare a counter-tariff. If, Mr.
Speaker, the Administration had come
down with a revision of the tariff, and
made certain propositions, then it
might be proper, possibly, and expe-
dient, perhaps, to present counter pro-
posals; but when the announcement is
made that the tariff is not to be inter-
fered with, and that we are to go on as
we were before, then no opposition
could take such a position, unless they
had access to sources of information
which can only be found in the Depart-
ments-in the pig3on holes n the office
of the Ministerof Finance--and with full
knowledge of these circumstances and
connaisance de cause, could they pre-
sent to the House and the country a
well prepared scheme to meet the
existing conditi-n of the country. So
Sir, I-as my hon. friend from Mont-
real West did the other day-have
been obliged, in obedience to constitu-
tional and Parliamentary propriety, to
assert the principle which is involved
in my resolution, in the general terms
in which it was expressed.

I stated that while the Government
seemed to treat the claims of the manu-
facturers with indifference, they treat
the claims of those who urge the claims
of the agriculturists with actual con-
tempt and ridicule. My hon. friend
at the head of the Government stated
that he heard no requests on the part
of the farmers of Ontario, and especi-
ally those of the County of Lambton,
for any reciprocity of tariffs with the
United States, and he said that was be-
cause they were an intelligent consti-
tuencv. I have no doubt of their in-
telligence, Sir; they have shown that
by selecting and supporting my hon.
friend, and to their credit it is that
they elected him as their representa-
tive, and enabled him to obtain the
positionl he so worthily holds, but which
he would infinitely more worthily hold
had he other opinions as to the neces-
sity of coming forward at this moment
to the relief of the country in its exi-
gency and need.

I should like to say a few words
about the agriculturists, because the

previous discussions were principally
on the manufacturing interests. I shall
not assert on their part that they
come here in forma pauperis, or that

Sir JoN A. MACDONALD.

they are suffering from distress or
pecuniary difficulty. I am not going
to say anything of the kind; no man
could truthfully say that the farmers.
cannot live in comfort or happiness.
under the present tariff. But the ques-
tion is this, whether they have not a
right under the circumstances to such
an alteratibn of the tariff as will place
them on the same footing with their
neighbours on the other side of the
line.

Lat us look back at the circum
stances of this country before the Reci-
procity Treaty was granted. There was
a cry in the old Province of Canada,
in Upper and Lower Canada, for a
treaty with the United States which
would enable the free interchange of
the natural products of the two
countries. For years and years it was
pressed upon the Government of the
day, which in turn pressed it upon Her
M4ajesty's Government, and the latter
upon the United States. That agitation
was commenced under Mr. Baldwin's
Reform Administration, continued un-
der Mr. Ilincks' Administration, and
finally under the Administration of Sir
Allen Macnab, of which I was a nem-
ber. But during that Administration
we never claimed any credit for the
negotiation. Our part in its consum-
mation was a mere formal one. The
treaty had been made, concluded and
perfected before we had anything to
say about it. So beneficial to the
country was this measure in promoting
the interests of the farmers that the
Government paid £20,000 and more
for the expenses of its negotiation.
There was such an increase in the
prosperity of the country in conse-
quence of that treaty that the greatest
apprehension of ruin fell upon us on
its cancellation. We were anxiously
looking forward for relief, and every
effort was made by the Canadian and
Imperial Governments to effect a re-
newal, and every possible concession
was made, consistent with self-respect,
and perhaps that border was overleaped
in our anxiety to effect that object.
When the American Government re
fused to renew the Treaty it was a
great blow to the various agricultural
interests, but the gloomy apprehen-
sions of ruin were happily not realizd.
Blessed with a fertile soil and a good
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climate, they survived and overcame
the great losses which fell upon the
country in consequence of the cutting
off of that great source of trade-that
constant and valuable market. There
were three reasons why the renewal was
refused. One was a feeling of hostility,
perhaps a natural one to some extent,
in consequence of beart-burnings aris-
ing between the mother country and
the United States, on account of the
unhappy events of the civil war. This
feeling of hostility towards England
and her dependencies was one moving
cause why the treaty was not renewed.
The second cause was an unfounded
idea that shutting out our farmers
and the mass of the people from the
profitable trade they had enjoyed for
the previous ten years would force
them to favour annexation, to cast
in our lot with the United States, and
thereby obtain a free market. The
last cause was that American farmers
along the frontier, the producers of the
various natural products of the United
States, declared it was for their interest
and good that we should be excluded
from their markets. I will not yield to
my hon. friend the Premier in my
respect for the intelligence and com-
mon sense of the farming population.
I believe as reading and thoughtful
men, and as men who understand their
own interests, they are equal to any
other class of the commuity. If the
the agriculturists of the United States
say that Canadian products should be
excluded from the American markets,
surely it is not unjust or unwise for
our farmers to say: " If you show

hostility towards the Government to
which we adhere, or any desire to

"keep your markets to yourselves to
influence you, we will be quite justi-

"fied in adopting the same course in
"regard to you." It is a natural and
a true feeling, and one belonging to
humanity, that fairplay is bonnie play.

To be sure, if it can be shown that
the adoption of that policy would be
injurious to our farmers we ought not
to pursue it ; but I cannot understand
the statement of those gentlemen who
say that it would be injurious in one
breath and tell us in the next that we
have a surplus of agricultural products
to sell. If we have a surplus, what
harm could excluding the Ameri-

cans from our markets do? But
it was said by some hon. gen-
tlemen : " But we import very

largely from the United States, and
"it is good for our carrying trade to
"have American vessels passing
"through our waters and canals."
It is perfectly true that this is a great
advantage, but it is a different question
altogether. The putting of a duty
upon the agricultural products of the
United States will not injure this
trade, unless we chose to shut down
our canals. But, it is said: "We buy
"Indian corn; they grow it cheaper

in the United States." I believe
they do grow cheaper, as in the case
of Indian corn ; if you put a very
small duty on it, it can still be brought
in to be used by the people of this coun-
try. It is only required for our dis-
tillers ; and thus not only would a
very considerable revenue be created,
especially in a time like the present,
'when we have a deficiency in our
income, but at the same time it would
also encourage the growth of coarse
grains by our farmers; and as long as
we have distillers, I think even my
hon. friend from South Ontario will
admit that our farmers ought to
obtain a good price for their rye,
peas, and other coarse grains used in
distilling liquor, as well as the Ameri-
cans. (Voice-What about barley ?)

The hon. gentleman says what about
barley. We do sell our barley to the
United States, and we do pay a duty
on it.

Hon. Gentlemen-No! No!
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-We

sell our barley to the United States, and
it is subject to a duty of 15cts. on the
bushel, but our farmers export barley,
notwithstanding, and if we put on
15cts on every bushel coming into this
country, it would not diminish by a
single bushel the barley we sell to the
United States-not if we put on, 5cts.
or 25cts. or 100cts.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It would
not increase what they send to us
either.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-It is of
importance, and of growing import-
ance to this country, that we should
encourage and protect the growth of
coarse grains in the Dominion. It is
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us evident as can bc that the market
for our wbeat and flour in Europe is
diminishing and will continue to
diminish. We have new rivals in the
production of breadstuffs, and Canada
cannot hold her own against them.
We have not only to fight against the
Jnited States, but all Europe. Before

the Crimean war but little wheat and
flour came to the English market from
Russia, except via the Baltie and the
countries bordering on the Black Sea.
Although Russia, especially the south
part of Russia, was one of the finest
wheat growing countries in the world,
there were no means of bringing out
the crops of the country and sending
them to a foreign market, and it was
the saie in Hungary, in consequence
of the want of railroads. Since the
Crimean war, that part of Europe
bas been covered with a net work
of railways, and being nearer
home, the agriculturists of Europe will
compete more and more in the Liver-
pool market, and will force our farmers
into other channels to flnd markets,
and to raise other crops to suit them.
That is additional reason why we
should encourage the growth of coarse
grains, and foster manufactures that
will create a consumption for all our
farmers can raise. It is not denied, as
far as wheat and flour are concerned,
that the prices of these two articles
are governed very much, though not
always, by the price in Liverpool ; but
it is otherwise with all other agricul-
tural produce which Canada raises.
The price of wheat and floor will be
governed here more and more by the
European markets.

Mr. MIL LS-We ship peas and oats
to Europe.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD--I have
known peas and oats to be shipped
from Europe to Canada. It has been
urged that our farmers do not look
upon this subject with favuor; that they
are indifferent to it. We heard the
other night, the hon. member for
Brant on that matter, and he said next
year we would have one hundred thou-
sand farmers petitioning for recipro-
city of tariff with the United States.
Fron the information I have received
from agricultural constituencies, the
farmers of the country are in favor of
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treating the Americans as they treat
us; and as they resolve to keep
us out of their market, that we
should adopt the saie policy, and
encourage in every way possible
the increase of the manufacturing
population, where we would have
a safe and certain market, a mar-
ket at our own doors, a market
not depending upon the various ex-
igencies that foreign trade is liable
to. The farming population are fully
alive to that, and Mfr. Speaker, our
proof of it was given the other night,
by an bon. gentleman in this flouse,
that for the purpose of encouraging
manufacturers in this country ;the
farmers voluntarily put a tax upon
themselves to grant bonuses of
large sums of money to encourage
manufacturing industries in their
midst. It is conclusive proof that the
people of the country are in favour of,
and are willing to tax themselves to en-
courage manufacturers; and if we can
foster manufacturers by putting a tax
on foreign produce they will be
equally if not more in favour of that
mode of encouragement than by taxing
thermselves to give bonuses.

Now, with respect to putting a duty
upon American agricultural products,
or raising of the tariff for the encour-
agment of manufacturers, it is said it is
a retaliatory policy, an unworthy
policy, and it will excite the hostility
of the United States.

Mr. Speaker, we have played that
conciliatory game long enough; we
have had it ad nauiseam; we have
almost exceeded our moral self
respect in our anxiety to ob-
tain reciprocity with the United
States. They cannot complain,
they have no right to complain, if we
treat them as they treat us ; they have
better sense ; they know they have no
right to complain if we conceive it is
to our own interest to treat them as
they treat us and mete out to themjust
what they mete out to us. But it is
said that is the old Tory style of doing
business; that was the course of infant
political economy or before political
economy existed. That argument was
brought up in this House. It was said
such a policy was only advocated by
the old effete school of political
economy before the modern sehool
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prevailed ; that a retaliatory policy
ought not to be maintained. i thon
pointed to the course taken by
Canning, the founder of the modern
sehool of politicat economy, the master
at whose feet Huskinson was educated
and whose principles Huskinson
carried out. And what did Canning
do ? His financial principles were
well known ; the course he took against
the Government of the Netherlands
when they put on the duty on English
shipping was defined in a poetical
despatch to Sir Chas. Bagot which was
as follows :

" In matters of Commerce the fault
of the Dutch

Is giving too little and asking too much,
With equal advantage the French are

content,
So we'll tax all Dutch commerce at

twenty per cent."
And they put it on.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-There was
another celebrated agriculturist who
was advised in the same direction-Job.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-1
know nothing about Jobs. We
should not, of coarse, to use the
old proverb, cut off our noses to
spite our faces; and if we believe a
protective poîicy is going to be an in-
jury to us we ought not to adopt it.
But it will be found that the farmers
of Canada will argue, when the ques-
tion comes to be discussed around their
ow firesidesand with their ncighbours,
and at the hustings; they will agree to
the proposition I now make, that the
United States should be dealt with as
they deal with us, and we would be
craven if from fear of offending our
neighbours we took any other alterna-
tive. If they do not grant us reci-
procity in trade, we should give tbem
reciprocity in tariff. It is not our in-
terest that we should adopt blindly and
servilely the same rate of tariff they
have adopted towards us. I believe
that with respect to agricultural pro-
ducts a reasonable tariff might be im-
posed. Notwithstanding the duty on
Indian corn some years ago, a consider-
abf amount of it was imported to use
with the course grain of our farmers
for distillery purposel, and that grain
paying a duty gave a substantial ad-
dition to the revenue of the country.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT--No.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-
The Hon. Finance Minister re-
sided for a time in the vicinity
of a large distillery near Kingston, and
I know that very large sums were
paid for duty on Indian corn that was
brought in there flor the purpose of
mixing with and giving a stronger
flux to the coarse grains of our own
farmers.

Respecting my resolution, I say it is
of importance. If ever the Government
had any intention of dealing with the
tariff at all that now is the proper time.
The Hon. Finance Minister tells us
there is to be a deficiency. le bas not
told us how much, but he will, no doubt,.
tell us to-nigbt what the amount will
be. It ought to be a considerable one,
or should not be dealt with so seriouslv
as it has been by that hon. gentleman.
The retrenchment promised us must
either be in the ordinary affairs of the
Government, or in the prosecution of
the public works for which appropri-
ations are made. I cannot presume
that the Government would retrench
in the ordinary adipinistration of pub-
lie affairs, so as to injure the efficiency
of that administration. I presume
they have not in the retrenchments
they allege to have made in that branch
of the public service impaired its effi-
ciency; and if tbey have not, that re-
trenchment should have taken place
whether there was a defieiency or not.
So I take it that that retrenchment can
be of very little consequence, and there
bas been no retrenchiment at all.

On comparing the estimates of last
year with those of this year, I tind
those for the administration of public
affairs are largely increased. The lion.
gentleman has not retrenched in the
administration of public affairs. Then
if the retrenchment on which the
Government relied was not more
cheese-paring, it could only be in ceas-
ing to prosecute the publie works for
which appropriations have been made
by Parliament. I think that is a most
lamentable state of affairs. This coun-
try can, in my opinion, well atford te
prosecute these works.

At the present time, owing to the
depressed state of the country, the
people are working only half time in
the different manufactories. There is
a great deal of suffering among the
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working classes, and substantial relief
would be given to them by these great
works being proceeded with. Now,
Sir, why are these works not proceeded
with ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - What
works ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
am arguing that the retrenchment by
which the Government hope to meet
the deficiency must be either in the
expenses of administration of affairs,
or in ceasing to prosecute the public
works. My hon friend, the Minister
of Finance, bas not shown in what
way that retrenchment is to be effected.
With regard to my first supposition,
if the retrenchment could be made
without diminishing the efficiency of
the Department, it ought to be made
in any case. The only other source
of retrenchment is by not prose-
cuting the public works. My hon.
friends laughed a good deal at the
expression, " Incidental protection."
They say it is a contradiction of terms.
It is not so. It will be admitted, I
think, by my hon. friend from Both-
well, that the increase of tariff from 15
to 17½ per cent. was a revenue increase
imposed for the purpose of raising
$3,000,000. It was a revenue tarif
but was it not incidental protection to
our m-nufacturers to the extent of 2î
per cent. lt raised a revenue of
$3,000,000, and incidentally protected
our manuficturers to that extent, and
I would venture to say that if the
Governnent had come down with
what was understood to be their
original policy-an increase of the
tarifl to 20 per cent.-it would have
caused a substantial increase in the
revenue and have been an addi-
tional protection on our manufactures
to that extent. It is true you may go
beyond the proper limit in taxation.
You may tax so high as to diminish
cinsumption and thereby not effect
the purpose you desire. The more ex-
pensive you make an article thç greater
the tendency to diminished consump-
tion. But if you go to a certain point
you increase the revenue and protect the
interest of the manufacturer of the ar-
ticles on which the increased duty is
put. You may not get a revenue in
proportion to the increase of duty, still
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there will be a positive increase, though
not to the same extent, and by having
that increased duty you give confi-
dence to the manufacturer. You in-
crease the wealth of the manufacturer
and the prosperity of the working
classes, and you enable them thereby
to consume other dutiable articles that
will more than make up any loss that
may be experienced by the increase
of duty, provided that increase will
not be of such au extent as to be
prohibitory and destroy the collec-
tion of the duty for revenue pur-
poses. I think we have a right to
protect our manufacturers, from this
country being made a sacrifice market.
It is no matter whether it is made a
sacrifice market from the effect of de-
pression in the neighbouring country,
which will bring about a shrinkage of
values and a sacrifice of property, or
whether it is made a slaughter narket
by trades union combinations in the
United States. Whichever may be the
case they are sending goods into the
Canadian market with the avowed
purpose of crushing our native manu-
factures.

Mr. HOLTON-What a misfortune.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
hon. member for Chateauguay says
what a misfortune. Yes, Sir, it is a
misfortune. Every shrinkagre of values
is an injury to the community. If in
this town 20 or 30 merchants fail, and
if their stocks are thrown on the
market as bankrupt stocks, the con-
sumer will derive a temporary advan-
tage. But it is only a temporary
gain, for there is a reaL loss
to the community. An injury is
causel to the solvent merchant,
in consequence of the general depress-
ion such an occurreuce occasioned. It
gives rise to a scarcity of labour or
want of public confidence, and a wider
spread of insolvency. The other day
we heard a gentleman in the Flouse
read extracts from the Chicago Tribune,
pointing out the awful consequences
that would result to Canada if we
adopted the American system. It is
not my intention to defend the wis-
dom of America'n financiers. The
Americans are a great and prosper-
ous nation. They know what they
are about, and one can scarcely
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believe that a self-governing and
educated people are carrying out such
an utterly ruinous system as that
which has been spoken of. It is not
my business to defend their financial
policy, but I certainly want to quote
a United States paper as an authority
to show that it would not ruin us if we
k-ept American manufacturers out of
our markets. But let me read the
American authority on that point. The
article is taken from the North Ameri-
can, and published in the American
JManufacturer. It is as follows :-

" In a letter now before us to a friend in
this city, from a man of the highest standing
in the scientific world of Sweden, the writer,
speaking of certain reciprocity propositions
recently received from< Germany, says that
they are wholly unlikely to be accepted, as
they would do more harm than ' the French
treaty has already done.' ' Of that sort of
trade,' he continues, 1 we have already had
enough.' So, too, says Austria, English jour-
nali>ts advising us that she stands ready, at
the earliest permitted moment, to denounce
the whole reciprocity system ; and the wool
growers of Hungary being even now engaged
in an earnest effort at bringing about some
arrangement with Australian woolen manu-
facturers similar to that which has here exist-
ed for some years past. Belgium adheres to
protection, and the n.ost distinguished of her
teachers, M. Laveleye, has just now astonished
his free trade friends by a renunciation of the
doctrines of their economic school. Italy
follows suit, the Manch: /er Guardian assur-
ing its readecs that 'the Italian government
is endeavoring to impose a tariff so highly
protective in its terms that one is almost led
to wonder wbether the Italian people are not
forgetting their own history, and the London
Economist describing the Italian prospect ' as
a complete return to the pro tect onist system.'
Germany moves in the same direction, a letter
now on our table advising an American cor.
respondent that 'the current in the direction
of increas d protection is now setting more
strongly than at any time in the past' Turk-
ish statesmen, as we learn from the
Levant Herald, are awaking to the fact that to
the absence of protection bas been due the
present ruinous éondition of the country, and
that without a total change of policy no
change for the better can be looked for. Rus-
sia, after having for a time modified her pro-
tective system,.has since returned to it with
renewed energy, and now stands among the
foremost of protective nations, determined
that not only shall the needs of her own people
be supplieel from domestic factories and f tr-
naces, but that by means of the numerous
railroads now in progress they shall be enabled
to contend successfully with Britain for all the
markets of Central Asia, and even, as we now
are told, for that of Western China.

"France, consistently protective through-
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out the whole of the present century, rejoices
in a foreign commerce that grows more
steadily and rapidly than that of any other
country in the world; and in a prosperity so
undisturbed by the present almost universal
commercial crisis that she has been but now
described by a British journalist as bearing to
all appearance ' a charmed life.' India, with
her almost nominal wages and but slight pro-
tection, is now entering into vigorous compe-
tition with the textile manufactures of Britain,
and promises soon to supply the home demand
for that railroad iron for which she has been
thus far so entirely dependent on British
ironmasters. Australia becomes from year to
year more earnest in her adberence to a pro-
tective policy, and the day approaches when
Canada must inevitably follow in the same
direction Among ourselves the advantages
of a great home market become from day to
day more clearly obvions to our farmers and
planters, and the day seems not far distant
when the headquarters of protection will be
found among the mills and furnaces of Georgia,
Alabama and Tennessee. That such is the
universal tendency of the present moment is
admitted by the London Telegraph, which now
reluctantly acknowledges that ' in spite of
prophecies and smooth words, and the lifted
voices of miscalculating friends, the world,
since the repeal of the corn laws, has gone on
in its old bad way;' that is to say in a way
adverse to that policy which looked to the
establishment in Britain of the one and only
' workshop of the world.'

iWhere may now outside of the Cobden
Club be found the home of British free trade
policy and doctrine? Scarcely even in Britain,
whose markets are being supplied with the
products of low priced foreign labour, and to
such extent as to have deprived thousands,
tens of thousands of British working men of
the means of obtaining bread for their wives
and children.

" Thirty years since they were told that
with free trade in corn, and free admission of
the manufactured products of the world at
large, therewould come the ' cheap loaf,' and
perfect harmony between employers and
employed; the result of such measures now
exhibiting itself in the facts, that discord seems
almost universal; that the Contemporary
Review, speaking of and for Great Britain,
assures its readers that ' there is no reasonable
doubt that in no other civilized part of the
world are there se many deaths traceable to
starvation as in this country,' and that those
of the London Heur are simultaneously
assured that 'we can not look in any one
single direction without being made aware of
the positive and absolute failure of free trade
as carried out by England. Our manufacturers
suffer, our exports suffer, our shipping suffers,
the social and physical condition of our people
suffers, our character and honour suffer, and yet
there is a political party in England that
still maintains that this ruinous policy
must be adhered to. * * • Political lead-
ers of this stamp little dream in what
direction the thoughts of the whole trading
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community are being forced by the results of
modern Liberal legislation ; they little dream
of the difficulties almost every man in business
has to contend aganst under free trade and
unlimited competition; they little dream
that, although there is no popular action as
yet, there is a universal conviction that the
whole commercial policy of the Liberal
statsemen of England must be revised, or the
suffering and losses of the people will get
beyond recovery.'

" Having studied carefully the facts we
have thus presented, our readers, as we think,
can scarely fail to arrive with us at the con-
clusion that that British free trade system
which looked to giving to the manufactures of
Britain a complete control of the commerce of
the world, now totters to its fall, and that its
acceptance by other nations must at no distant
day take its place among the most remarkable
delusions of the past."

That is an article from an American
newspaper, quoting from several Eng-
lish authorities, but I will call the at-
tention of the House to a short note in
th Westminster Review. It is written
on the necessity of paying oti the na-
tional debt while they tre rich, and
before they become poor. Remember
the Jestminster Review is the organ
offree-trade, the organ of Cobdenism,
and of Mr. Bright, a consistent sup-
porter ofeverything liberal in religion,
in politics, and in finance. Says the

Vestmninster Review :

" We shall not be considered prem tur-, we
hope, in pointing out danger in this direction
when we read in the public prints that tires
are being delivered in the neigh bourhood of
Sheffield at prices far lower than those at
which they can be produced there-that
American calico is sent for sale to Manchest r
at thirteen pence a pound, while the same
quality cannot be produced thcre under
thirecen pence half-penny-that a Halifax
carpet firm have removed a large portion of
their machinery to the United States, where
they hoped to turn out their goods mo e
qu ckly and more profitably-that English
black silks have given place to those of
France, Prussia, and the Lower Rhine-that
Basle has seriously crippled the ribband trade
of Coventry-that the English silk velvet trade
is quite snuffed out, our velvets now roming
from Crefeld in Rhenish Ruia---that in thie
trimming department of our warehouses every-
thing.-buttons, braids, trimming and headid
trimming, and a thousand other article,--
is of almot exlusively German manufacture,
and displays a style and finish superior to
anything we can produce-that in low wool
shawls of a certain kind, the Germans give
better value than the English; while in their
tissuu shawls the French exeu 1 the Scotch-
that of useful goods, even when originated
here, samples are sent albroad and are imitated
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and improved upon in such a manner as to,
displace the patterns-that in fancy dress the
best woolen goods are of French manufacture,
coming from Roubaix; their beauty of colour
and softness of texture excelling the English
ones-that beautiful and artist=c fabrici,
resembling sealskin and dogskin and other
fanciful articles which come from Berlin, are
used here for ladies' cloaks-that while com-
mon and inferior cloths are bought at Leeds,
the finer kinds come from Germany and
Belgium-that in brocaded silks, from which
neckties are made, Germanf has displaced
Macclesfield, while German brace webs take
the place of those supplied by Leicester-that
in fancy handkerchiefs for ladied' neckties the
French article is preferred to th t made at
Paisley or Glasgow-that the jilk coverings
for umbrellas and parasols are invariably of
foreign production-in fine, that in many
departments of trade our supremacy lias been
not imerely threatened but doue away with."

These are the results of years.
and years of free-trade in England
and opening up her markets with the
world--she having previously built up
enormous esta4lishments and concen-
trated capital, having a large mass of
population engaged in inanutcturing,
with coal and iron side by side, with
ail the advantages free-trade was bring-
ing them; and still these foreign coun-
tries which have adopted a different
policy, and which have not been se-
duced by the precepts of England, but
still keep up protective duties or tariffs
which atford incidental protection, are
not on.y competing with her in the
markets of the world, but at her own
door. This is a striking fact, and it is
already prophesied that in ten years,
some say much less than that, those who
clamored for free-trade and free bread
and got them, when they tind they are
losing their own markets, will agitate
fbr a return, not to anything like pro-
hibition, but to such a revenue tai itf as
will give them fair play in their comn-
petition with othër nations.

There is no hope that this country
will receive aid trom the present Gov-
ernment after the solemn declarations
the hon. gentlemen opposite have made
and allowed to be made. We have no
expectation they will reverse their
policy, that our manufacturers
wili be protected, that our mining
interests will be developed or our tari-
ors placed on the same footing as those
of the United States, by any action of
the hon. gentlemen opposite. Thue
is no hope ?n this lfoutse, and therefore
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we must appeal by this resolution,
which I am going to place in youi.
hand, from the Government and their
followers, to the sober second thought
of the country.

I move "that the Speaker do not
now leave the chair, but that
it be resolved that this House re-
grets His Excellency the Governor
General has not been advised to re-
commend to Parliament a measure for
the readjustment of the tariff, which
would not only aid in alleviating the
stagnation of business deplored in the
gracious speech from the throne, but
would also afford fitting encourage-
ment and protection te the struggling
manufactures and industries, as well as
to the agricultural products of the
country.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-The
hon. gentleman was good enough to
say he could well understand the diffi-
culty my hon. friend from Lin-
coln had in supporting the resolution
of the hon. member for Montreal West.
I would assure him I equally well un-
derstand the difficulty he has in sub-
mitting the proposition just now
placed in your hands. I dare say that
other members of this House besides the
Government fully appreciate the disap-
pointment which was evident enough
on the part of the right hon. gentle-
man and his colleagues when they
found the Government were not dis-
posed to interfere with the tariff, or
disturb the existing rates of taxation.
I have not the slightest doubt the hon.
gentleman would have been extremely
delighted to have seen us floun®ring
in the depths of the protectionist bog
from which he has emerged. I have
ne doubt he would have liked
extremely to see the Governmen t
endeavour to essay the task of solving
and reconciling that utterly impossible
problem of a revenue with a protec-
tive tariff. We had no intention what-
ever of committing ourselves to this po-
licy, and I tell hon. gentlemen oppo-
site once for all that although the
Government gave very serious i
consideration to this question, and 1
took great pains to decide what
was their duty in this crisis, they
did not at any time entertain the idea
of levying what is called a protective
tariff. Doubtless we admit, as every

42

Government in this country have
admitted, that it is extremely desirable
when a Government have to levy duties
they should be so imposed as, in the
words of the right hon. gentleman, to
promote the good of the greatest pos-
sible number. On that point we agree.
We also admit that it is our duty to
advocate a policy in the interests of
Canada alone, and the right hon. gen-
tleman may depend there will be no
difference in that respect between the
occupants of these benches and the
hon. men bers opposite.

Now I may repeat once more in the
most positive and explicit manner, no
man was justified under whatever cir-
cumstances in stating any member of
this Government had an intention to
meddle with the tariff. I refer to
the Speech from the Throne to
show that we had no such
intention. If hon. gentlemen refer to
my own utterançes, delivered before I
proceeded to England at a public
meeting in my own County, and
through the medium of the press ad-
dressing the people of Canada, I defy
anyone to say that at that time I held
out the slightest or faintest indication
that the policy of this Government was
to increase the duties.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-It was a re-
adjustment of the taritf.

licn. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I spoke
of no such thing. As to the statement
that such inferences were drawn by
those who waited on me or my hon.
friend, surely the right hon. member
must have been almost laughing at the
Iouse if he supposed that because we

listened to the gentlemen who spoke to
us and endeavoured to obtain informa-
tion from them on the subjects they
brought under our notice, they had
reason to draw inferences from what
we said, that we wished to readjust the
tariff.

The right hon. gentleman was good
enough to make some allusion to the
competition to which our agricultur-
ists were to be exposed, and particu-
Larly that from the south of Europe.
As well as I can recollect the geogra-
phical position of Odessa, it is as far
away from Liverpool as Chicago or
Detroit, perhaps a littie further.
As my hon. friend says, I think that if
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we have wheat to sell, we will be able in
the various markets of the world to
obtain a fair price for it.

The hon. gentleman was good enough
to give another extraordinary illustra-
tion of the growth of protectionist
principles in this country, alluding
to rural townships, if I understood
aright, as having contributed by
bonuses and otherwise to the estab-
lishment of manufactures in their
midst. Well Sir, I have paid some
attention to the progress of the same
bonus movement and I fail to recol-
lect at this moment-perhaps some
hon- gentleman can correct me-a sin-
gle rural township in which villages
did not largely predominate, which
have so acted.

Villages and towns have doubtless
done so, and that I can understand,
but I would like to know of such an in-
stance as I have mentioned.

Hon. Mr. POPE-f can inform you
on this point.

Hon Mr. CARTWRIGHT-Will ny
hon. friend give me the name.

Hon. Mr. POPE-The townships of
Compton and Eaton.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT - To
what manufactures do they con-
tri bute ?

Hon. Mr. POPE-Manufactures of
meat and cheese.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-Meat
and cheese; I do not deny, that they
are industries, but I think that it is
almost a play upon words to say, that
a joint stock meat curing establish-
ment belongs to the class of manufac-
turers the right hon. gentleman from
Kingston had in mind; and coupled
with whose policy is a proposition
to tax the farmers from 35
to 45 .per cent. for the benefit of
our manufacturing industries, I con-
sider that the general impression
which will be made by this measure
upon the bulk of our intelligent agri-
culturists will be that this policy is a
sprat thrown to catch a salmon.

Now, Sir, it is rather remarkable--
although I am bound to say that the
hon. gentleman advocated fris cause,
such as it is, in a very sober and tem-
perate manner-that the hon. gentle-
man was extremely carefut not to say

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

what particular industries he would
protect, and to what extent he would
propose to do so ; in fact, he took very
good care to hide what kind of benefits
might be derived from this same Pro-
tectionist movement, whether inciden-
tal or otherwise, and what is a much
more important question, its probable
cost to the country. I purpose filling
up some of these gaps which the hon.
gentleman left in his argument; and
in the first place I would like exceed-
ingly to direct the attention of the
House to the real number of people
likely to be affected by this policy,
whether for good or evil. On this
point there has been a great deal of
exaggeration; many hon. gentlemen
look carelessly, I must say, at the ofli-
cial returns placed in our hands, and
are under the impression that the class
which would be more particularly af-
fected by this movement, includes sev-
eral hundred thousand persons. I have
heard them stated on more than one
occasion, I think, as polling from 200,-
000 to 213,000, necessarily yielding
support and contributing to the main-
tenance of a much larger number.
Now, this is a matter of some interest
to the House, and I beg to call their
attention to the various classes,
of whom I see 213,000 put down as
being concerned in our manufacturing
industries. Among the industrial classes
which are vulgarly suppose to be likely
to be benefitted by this same protec-
tion movemuent are :-2,600 bakers,
15,700 blacksmiths; 2,000 bricklayers
and brickmakers; about 1,000 builders;
3,60M butchers ; 32,500 carpenters
4,300 carriage makers; 1,000 chemists;
4,400 coopers ; 8,000 dressmakers ;
18,000 fishermen; from 9,000 to 10,000
lumbermen ; 4,000 painters and gla-
ziers; 2,000 plasterers and plumbers ;
8,700 printers ; 3,000 saddlers; 7,000
seamstresses; 4,000 ship-builders; 5,000
stone-masons ; 2,700 joiners, and 1,200
wheelwrights-forming 150,000, out of
the 213,000, who really and truly are
in no ways concerned in such a
policy, depending almost exclusively
upon the progress and the prosperity
of the agriculturists. Well, of the re-
mainder, no less than 32,000 are di-
vided into the trades of the shoe-
makers, tailors, mechanics and cabinet-
makers, of whom a proportion are
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aundoubtedly employed in the cities,
and are necessarily more or less inter-
,ested in the supposed benefits which
would accrue from such a system,
but of whom the larger number
are as dependant as any other
cl ass on the agriculturists, and on them
alone. I have said-and I repeat it
again-that we do not desire to refuse
justice to any section of the community
because it is small ; but it is proper
that this House should clearly and dis-
tinctly understand how very small a
portion of the population is in reality
interested in this relation. I described
it on a previous occasion as consisting
-of about one-twentieth part ; but
I might say with greater truth,
,one-fortieth, because at least one-
half of them have very little indeed
to fear from foreign competition. Any-
-one, for example, who looks at the re-
turns for imports of boots and shoes,
which affect by far the largest single
industrial class, eau sec for himself
that the importation of less than one
per cent.-I believe this is the propor-
tion brought from the United States-
.cannot in any shape or way disadvan-
tageously affect its profits. This section
may be injured-and, doubtless, it is to
-a great extent-by over internal com-
petition among themselves; but most
assuredly not by any foreign indus-
tries with which it may have to con-
tend.

Now, as the hon. gentleman remark-
ýed, this argument is nearly worn
threadbare. There are, however, a
few points to which it may be neces-
sary to call attention; and one benefit
will probablyresultfrom this discussion.
At any rate, many extravagant preten-
sions are being abandoned; and the
case is practically narrowed dowh to
one single, solitary issue-whether it
is advisable for us to adopt special
means in order to protect a certain
very limited segment of our population
from the competition to which they
are exposed from the people of the
United States.

I may remark that no hon. gentle-
man, as far as I have noticed, has dealt
with the formidable question of how
we could defend ourselves against the
smuggling, which would inevitably
arise in our case, as well as in that of
the 'United States, if we are to have a

42j

a tariff bearing any proportion to
theirs; neither has any hon. gen-
tleman, in my recellection, ventured
to deny, that with respect to a very
great part of the articles which would
thereby be affected,we are perfectly safe
from any injurious consequences which
would result from their overpowering
our manufactures, and afterwards rais-
ing the price against us, from the single
circumstaice that the Americans are
really to a very great extent compet-
ing not with our own but with the
British manufacturers.

I do not at all desire, Sir, to enter
into a minute calculation of what quan-
tity of goods it would be possible for
us to produce, if we chose to manufac-
ture them at any hazard, but I would
call attention to two ottier important
facts which ought to weigh considerably
with hon. members, as measuring the
cost, which any largely increased pro-
duction would entail. I believe it is gen-
erally admitted, that any single per-
son employed in manufactures of any
kind, can produce on the average to
the value of $1,000 or $1,200 per head.
These figures correspond with the de-
tails given in the American and Cana-
dian censuses, and it is also sustained by
the information furnished by all manu-
facturers of whom I have had the oppor-
tunity of inquiring touching this sub-
-ject. Let us suppose that it were pos-
sible to impose a 25 per cent. or even a
20 per cent. tariff in favor of a large
number of articles which could not
otherwise be produced here, and
let the Ilouse for one moment
consider what would be the cost of
this protection, and then draw a
conclusion as to how far it would
be to the advantage of this country to
have recourse to any such artificial
stimulus. Taking some such calcula-
tion as that, as the basis, any hon.
gentleman will see if it be neces-
sary to impose a 25 per cent. tariff
for the benefit of manufacturers, the
result would be that on every
$1,200 worth of goods produced $300
would be paid by the community for
each individual so employed; and it
must be remembered that this average
of production is not the average for
heads of families, but of men, women
and children ; and that therefore far less
benefit would accrue to the country from
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the payment of such a sum than might
ordinarily be expected, supposing each
of these units represented a full-grown
man supporting a family consisting of
four or five persons.

I say candidly that I regard the 17J
per cent. tax which we levy on most
of these classes of manufactures which
it would be possible to develop in this
country as very formidable indeed,
amounting to about $200 or, strictly
speaking, about $210 per year per in-
dividual concerned. Although there
may be some advantages which I
do not deny in such a system, and al-
though it is not likely that in the case of
any industry which would really take
root here such aitax would be necessary
to foster it permanently, still it must be
remembered tbat the tariff is already
very high, and that to raise it any more
would render it almost absolutely pro-
hibitive on many articles, while for the
enormous taxes that would in conse-
quence of such a policy be imposed on
the country, very small returns in the
shape of artisans added to the popula-
tion would be obtained. The right hon.
gentleman was good enough to read us
some documents from English reviews
and American papers. I will not
allude to what bas passed in debate the
other night further than to say this.
-I may be permitted to say, that
I am as well acquainted as other
hon. gentlemen with the very celebrat-
ed passage in Mills' works, to which
allusion bas been made on various
occasions ; and I am perfectly
convinced that if that eminent
political economist was conscious of
the use made of his words in this
relation, I believe ho would be tempted
to rise from his grave and refute them,
had he not taken the precaution to
leave ample refutation on record. I
would like to road what Mr. Mills
said on the 20th of January, 1871,
regarding the points which are now
agitating this country:

" I hold every form of what is called Pro-
tection to be the employment of the powers of
government to tax the many, with the view of
promoting the pecuniary gains of a few. I
say the intention, because even the desired
object is very often not obtained, and never to
the extent that is expected; but whatever
gain there is, is made by the few, and them
alone, for the labouring people employed in
the protracted branches of industry are not

Hcn. Mr. CARTWREHT.

benefitted. Wages do not range higher in the
protected than in other employments ; they-
depend on the general rate of the remuneration
of labour in the country, and if the demand
for particular kinds of labour is artificially
increased, the consequence is merely that
labour is attracted from other occupations, so,
that employment is given in the protected
trades to a greater number, but not at a higher
remuneration. The gain by protection, when
there is gain, is for the employers alone.
Such legislation was worthy of Great Britain,
under her unreformed constitution, when the
powers of legislation were in the hands of a
limited class of great land owners and wealthy
manufacturers ; but in a democratic nation
like the United States, it is a signal instance
of dupery, and I have a higher opinion of the
intelligence of the Ameri an many, than to
believe that a handful of manufacturers will
be able to retain by fallacy and sophistry that
power of levying a toll on every other person's
earnings, which the powerful aristocracy of
England, with all their political ascendancy
and social prestige have not been able to keep
possession of."

I simply beg to say that if I erred
in supposing that the system of protec-
tion was calculated to enrich the few
at the expense of the many, at least,
Sir, 1 had tolerably good authority for
venturing to draw the deduction. It
is to be borne in mind that such were
the results arrived at by Mr. Mills in
1871, when the great experiment of
protection by the Americans was under
discussion, having had full opportunity
to develop itself to the uttermost.

It was askea, the other night, and
the question deserves an answer,
how we pretended to explain the
great emigration which bas taken place
fron Lower Canada. No doubt it is
quite true a very considerable number
have emigrated from that region, and
many of them have found employ-
ment on the fertile prairies of the ýFar
West, or in some of the manufacturing
districts of America ; but if any hon.
gentleman chooses to work out for
himself the problem of which 1 have
given the necessary premises, he will
sec that if we were to manufacture in
Canada every article of import possi-
ble to make, it would afford employ-
ment for a very small proportion of
those who have left us. If we take the
American census returns we will
also get some interesting infor-
mation relative to this phase of
the question. During the last ten
years the State of Maine bas de-
creased from 14,000 to 15,000, and a
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imilar state of affairs exists in New
Hampshire; whereas in Lower Canada
we have had an increase of80,000. The
important States of New York and
Ohio have actually increased in a less
degree during the last decade than
either Ontario, New Brunswick or
Nova Scotia. The fact is this :
where the climate is severe and
the soil in many respects unfavour-
able on either side of the line,
population will not increase very ra-
pidly. Like causes produce like re-
sults, and a certain number of people
here and in the United States naturally
gravitate to the most fertile country,
where it is easier to gain a comfortable
living without much capital; and that
fact justifies us in making exertions to
to open the great and fertile country
ýofthe Nor hwest. Without it, we must
under the necessities of the case be-
come comparatively stationary in pop-
ulation. We may bolsterup our manu-
factures and force our industries to any
extent, but unless we can obtain new
and fertile lands no considerable in-
crease can take place. It has been said
that the difference between protection
and free-trade is the cause of so many
of our fellow countrymen emigrating
from Lower Canada. I will ask the
attention of hon. gentlemen again to
the census of the United States. On
comparing the numbers of industrial
classes in the %wo countries,
they will find that so fir from
Our being at a disadvantage under our
cOmparatively low tariff, relative to
our population, we have as large a
number of people engaged in industrial
occupations as the United States in
1870. According to their returns in
that ytar they had 2,700,000 in manu-
facturing, mining, and other industrial
pursuits. We at the same time had
213,000 in the classes enumerated, and
besides some 30,000 employed in con-
nection with the lumber trade, which
branch is included in their figures. As
Our population isjust the eleventh part
of that of the United States it will be
seen that we have relatively as large a
percentage in this particular as they,
despite their enormous tariff.

I think my protectionist friends have
been rather unadvised in discussing
this question. They have at this pre-
sent m oment a rather good thing, if

they only know it, and I must tell them
if this 17- per cent. tariff were
to be strictly and closely scrutinised, it
would be found that it is rapidly
approaching prohibition on certain
classes of manufactured goods. As
the country grows in population
a tariff of this kind cornes to be
prohibitory, and if they were
wise they would rot draw the atten-
tion of the country too closely to the
fact. I have no objection whatever to
the imposition of a tariff, if it be
imposed as Mr. Mills stated in the
paragraph quoted-if it was correctly
quoted-that is with a view of giving
a tenporary protection to those indus-
tries wbich can naturally be pro-
secuted here. We know that we
must have a customs tariff, and
and that it is impossible to have it with-
out more or less granting protection to
nanufacturers; and although I do not
believe in incidental protection, still I
am willing that the tariff should be so
distributed as to give an advantage-
not in endeavoring to settle manufac-
tures here that do not belong to us-
to the particular classes of industries
which will naturally grow up in the
country.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Do I under-
stand my hon. friend to say he is in
favour of incidental protection ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I did
not say that. These hon. gentlemen
were quick enough to declaim at some
length on the effects of our policy, as
they are pleased to call it. There is
great difference of opinion as to
what would be the etfect of the
retaliatory policy which I heard
for the first time in this House
advocated from the Opposition benches.
I am inclined to think that the spectacle
of the Canadian people, quietly pursu-
ing their own course without reference
to the policy of the United States, is
far more likely to convert sensible men
in that community than to attempt to
impose retaliatory duties. If we were
some 24,000,000 or even 14,000,000
people, I could understand there might
be some advantage in the course recom-
mended, but when I recollect we are
but 4,000,000 in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of 40,000.000, I say that
hon. gentlemen have greatly overrated
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the possible disturbing influence of any
action of ours in this direction--that
our imposing a retaliatory tariff
would have any other end than
to furnish to American protec-
tionists a much needed weapon
to induce that country to proceed a
litt!e longer in the course it has
adopted.

I have been looking over my notes
of the right hon. gent!emai's speech
to see if there were any other points
to which he called attention to which
I should offer a reply to-night. With
respect to the retrenchment policy
which the Government announced, and
which appears to have given umbrage
to the right hon. gentleman, because it
differs from any policy that be or any of
his friends attempted in a similar emer-
gency, I venture to say that the re-
trenchment which we advocated and
are now carrying out, is simply the
policy which we announced from the
first day we took our seats on these
benches. We pointed out at that time
that public expenditure had been un-
usually and abnormally swollen, from
the fact that the hon. gentleman
engaged in a great host of minor public
works which it was necessary to com-
plete. I took occasion in 1874 to
point out that these expenditures must
necessarily continue for two or three
years, but that at the end ofthat time we
hoped to make a large reduction, and
on looking at the estimates the House
will see that reduction has been made,
not only without disturbing the public
interest, but entirely in the public in-
terest. As to those great public works
to which the country was pledged, I
should like to know which of them
have been closed which was cal-
culated to give employment to any
large number or relieve the exist-
ing distress. I am aware of an opin-
ion existing that injury has been done
by discontinuing some of those works,
but I do not think any hon. gentleman
can point out any great work really to
be beneficial - to the whole Dominion
which has been interrupted or even
suspended. On the contrary, it was
with the express purpose of being able
to prosecute those works with due en-
ergy that the loan to which exception
has been taken was contracted. I may
add that we are in full possession of

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

funds to carry out those works with all
the energy occasion will permit.

There is but one other question of
real importance to which I desire to
direct attention. It is perfectly true
we have had our crisis, just as the
Americans have had theirs; but I do.
not believe it was caused necessarily by
a protective tariff in the one ease or
free trade in the other. As I have-
stated before, and state again, over-
production always brings distress, n<>
matter however small or large a coun-
try may be; but I say our position is
naturally better than the United States
in this respect-that we have not wast-
ed our strength by a mischievous sys-
tem of protection, that we have not
artificially stimulated our manufac-
tures and so contributed to produce
this distress ; and we have greater
strength and recuperative power to-
day than if we had exhausted our
manufacturing and agricultural popu-
lati.>ns by having recourse to the,
policy pursued in the United States.
I believe that one of the worst results of
Amorican protection is this: that it has
caused an enormous wasto of national
resources, and that is the true reason
why they find it so difficult to recover
from the stagnation into which they
have been plunged. I look for a re-
vival of trade in a reasonable time in
Canada with all the more confidence~
because we have abstained from such a
policy; and although I feel that many
are at this moment in a state which
calls for our sympathy, yet it is not
fair for any single section of the com-
munity to appoal to the Government
for assistance, while we find other sec-
tions having large interests, employ-
ing more inhabitants, and condâcing
more directly to the welfare of the peo-
ple, are equally distressed and are not
asking assistance. Why is it the agri-
culturists do not appeal to the Govern-
ment in the case of a bad harvest ?
And why in a case of a crisis, which
bears the same relation to the manufac-
turing interests as a bad harvest to the
farming interests, should an appeal be
made to this House ? If we saw any
way of granting the aid required with.
out inflicting a great and lasting injury
on the country, nothing would give
greater pleasure to myself or to the
members of the Govern ment than 'to,
grant it.
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But surely we have the right to say
that the onus lies on these gentlemen
to prove their case. I have listened
patiently to their speeches, and have
taken all possible means to inform my-
self on these subjects, and I cannot see
that it is in any way our duty to im-
peril the welfare of the whole people
of Canada for the sake of a few inter-
ests.

Mr. MASSON-I have seen by the
remarks of the Hon. Finance Minister
and of the Premier that there have
been difficulties in the Government
in bringing their tariff policy before
the House. I have seen it by the
answers of the Finance Minister him-
self. le has taken the position which
we on this side of the House heartily
concur in when he says: " In framing
"a tariff we must so frame it that the

industrial interests of the country
shall be considered." Well, Sir, this

is the principle which we all admit on
this side of the House, and I tell the
hon. gentleman he is at direct issue
w5th the Premier on this question, for
the idea of the First Minister is that
in framing the tariff we should con-
sider the interests of the trade with
foreigu countries, and not the manu-
facturing interests of this country. 1
can prove it by the speeches of the hon.
gentlemen in England last summer,
where he told his hearers that his policy
was the great free-trade policy ;
that his tariff would be so framed
that the commercial interest between
England and Canada would be increas-
ed instead of fostering our manu-
factures, as the Finance Minister
says. Here are the words of the First
Minister on that occasion:

" I need not assure you, or any one
'here, of the anxious desire of the

" people of Canada to cultivate the
" most extensive trade relations with
"every part of the wLrld, but especi-
"ally with the great centres of trade
" in this country. (Applause.) And
"while we are compelled by the
"necessity of revenue to impose a very
"considerable duty upon goods enter-
"ing into the country, we shall always
"feel bound so to distribute that tax-
"ation as to promote as far as possible
"the interests of the trade relations
"that are existing between civilized
"countries."

That is not the only contradiction
we find on that side. When the Prime
Minister came back to Canada he
thought it would not 'do in a country
like ours to make free-trade speeches
such as he delivered in England and
Scotland. He modified bis remarks,
and at Sarnia his speech was an ad-
vocacy of what you may call an inci-
dental protection policy.

But the Finance Minister will not
accept an incidental protection policy,
or what Mr. Galt calls a modified free-
trade policy. I think this system of
trade sbould be considered entirely
above all sectional spirit or feeling, and I
intend to discuss it in that way; I may be
allowed, as I have heard membors com-
ing from different parts of the Dominion
expressing the views of their consti-
tuents on that subject, state what are
the views of the rural constituency
which I represent in Quebec. It bas
been said that the farmers are opposed
to protection; but I represent a rural
constitueney, and the House will
remember I have presented petitions
here signed by the farmers of both
shades of political opinion in my
county, asking for a protective tariff
not only for manufacturers, but also
for the agricultural interests. These
pe itions stated that as long as we had
a country on our borders that would
exclude our manufactures and agri-
cultural products, it was the bounden
duty of the Government to provide
such a policy as would give us pro-
tection against the United States. As
I have before stated that petition was
signed by persons of different political
opinions, and I will tell the House
that those Liberals who signed that
petition, have not, as some of the mem-
ers of this House have done, changed

their policy when party purposes
required it, but they, are ready to
stand by these principles and ask pro-
tection from this Government, or from
any other Government that may he in
power. They feel that the interests of
the manufacturers and agriculturalists
are identical; they feel that agricul-
ture will succeed better if they have
manufacturing towns and villages scat-
tered over the country creating a home
consumption and a market where they
can sell all the small products of the
farm that they can raise to advantage.
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Ask any farmer if he prefers to have his
farm near a great city like iMontreal
rather than thirty miles from it, and
he will at once answer that he prefers
to have it near the market. They be-
lieve that by protection every water
power in the country will be utilised
for manufacturing purposes, that it
will create a demand for labour and
supply a home market, saving the cost
of transport on their produce to a
for-eign country.

It has been said by the hon. gentle-
man, the Finance Minister, that the
bonus system to manufacturers by
municipalities has been a complete
failure. I know that in the small town
where I live the inhabitants are a unit
in favour of giving a bonus to manufac-
turers who would come and settle there
if protected from foreign competition.
They will willingly exempt manufac-
tures from municipal taxation for ten
or fifteen years if a tariff of twenty
per cent. is adopted. They believe
that if the trade is profitable they will
have sufficient competition among
themselves to prevent high prices.
They may be wrong, but it is
their opinion, and I will tell this
House how these ideas were formed.
The farmers know very well what
their interests are in Quebec as
well as in any other province, but on
questions of this kind they sometimes
require to be educated to what is their
real interest; and do you know who
are some of the great educators of our
population in Lower Canada on the
question of free-taade and pro-
tection ? They were the Liberals of
Quebec who, in the elections of 1872,
denounced the late administration on
not giving sufficient protection to the
trade of the country, and in the
election of 1874 held out as a
great inducement for the support of
the present Government that they
would give protection to our in-
dustries. The great national party
in Lower Canada which was to enter
into an alliance with the dead party
of Canada first in Ontario was favoured
for several reasons, and first of all
because they distrusted their old
leaders and they considered a new poli-
cy was absolutely necessary, as their
countrymen were expatriating them-
selves and going to the United States

Mr. MASSoN.

to find employment in the manufactur-
ing districts. The platform and policy
of that party was protection to our
native industries. But something oc-
curred. There was a gentleman in
that party who was very much re-
spected; in fact, he was the Nestor of
the party. I allude to the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay. That gentleman
held free-trade principles, and it was
absolutely necessary that the party
should agree among themselves. The
way they managed it was this: they
agreed that they should not in speak-
ing mention the word "protection " at
all, nor should they put the word on
their platform.

The hon. member for Drummond
and Arthabaska with others, when
they delivered speeches did not
mention the word "protection,"
but they said: " We must en-
" courage our home industries." I will
read a speech from the great Liberal
Leader in Quebec, Mr. Joly, in 1872,
delivered when he was laying the
foundation of the National party. He
was speaking of the expatriation of the
French population of Lower Canada,
and he said:

" I will tell you the reason why we
"have chosen that name. You must
"have seen in the House, and in the
"papers, that to attract a considerable
"immigration, an immigration advan-
" tageous to the country, it is necessary
"to encourage industry by all means
" possible. Everybody understands that
" our young men would not leave the
"country if they found here sufficient,
" not to indulge in luxuries, but to pro-
" vide for their food and clothing."

These were the ideas of the party,
but there was a little difficulty in the
way; they said there is an objection
to that, for if we carry out the protec-
tion policy with our Ainerican friends
on the other side of the line, we shall
get into trouble with Eçgland, so they
invented another policy what they
called a branch of the National policy,
not political independence, but com-
mercial independence of England,
a zollverin with the United
States, and thereby create a most
stringent protection against Great Bri-
tain. Mr. Speaker, I have the speech
of another hon. gentleman, one of the
leading members of the Liberal party,
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a gentleman who 'has made a most
able speech in this JHouse-I mean the
hon. member for Megantic. Last year
that hon. gentlemen delivered a most
eloquent speech, in which be said
that protection was absolutely neces-
sary for our country; yet we all know
how the hon. gentleman voted this
year. I wish to read you a quotation
from his speech.

le said, "le regretted he could not
endorse the tariff of the Minister of

"Finance. . . . Instead of taxing
- tea and coffee, the articles we cannot
"produce, the Finance Minister should
"have placed his duties on articles
"which could have been mauufactured
"among us, in which case not only

wuuld a revenue be secured, but our
"manufactures would have that pro-

tection which they needed.
l ie espeeially dwelt on protection

eto our agricultural products, which
"were essertial to the opening up of
"our country, and was the prelude to
"our embarking, as we should do, in
"manufactures. le combatted the

arguments of the member for Both-
"well ; and with regard to the position
"of the United States, held that with-
"out protection it would never have

been the country it to-day is."
These are the educators of the people
of the Province of Qtîebec ! But that
is not all, let us see what the Liberal
press of Lower Canada-that great
ergine which spreads ideas throughout
the world, and which sometimes
educates people against their will. The
L'Evenment, reproducing an article of
another paper, says upon this subject :-

" What we require is a commercial
"policy thoroughly established and
"permanent, moderately protective
"with a guarantee that it will not be
"changed for a dozen years. Then we
"can invest with confidence our capital
"in the different sorts of industry suit-
"able for this eountry. We would no
"longer import any of the articles you
" manufacture here. It would be absurd
" to cultivate pine apple as an article
4of commerce, and we should not
4permit our iron ore to be sent to
"the United States to be returned in
'-the shape of manufactured artic-les."
The RYational, the organ of the new
National party, has had so many
articles on the subject, and has in-

structed the people so often in regarJ
to this subject, that it is not necessary
for me to cite them to you. I shall
now quote to you an article of great
influence which was published in the
-Bien Public, a few months ago, which
is as follows:

" The resolutions adopted at a large meeting
of manufacturers that has taken place lately
in Toronto, ask for the tariff to be raised to 20
per cent. on all goods coming from England
and Ireland that can be manufactured in
Canada, and that on all articles coming from
the United States and other countries Canada
should impose equal duties to those imposed
on Canadian products going into the United
States and other foreign countries. We
accept these resolutions, and do not hesitate
to say that that should be the programme of
every Government having at heart the pros-
perity of the country. It is this that every-
body requires except certain political men
who sacrifice practice to theory. The hon.
Mr. Mackenzie has happily said the tariff
should be modified in the Canadian interest,
and we are sure he will keep his word.

Now, Sir, it will probably be said
that these gentlemen are in favour of
protection, but that they believed 17J
per cent. was enough. I have shown
the member for Megantic did not
believe 17J was enough, and I can tell
these gentlemen that if they wish to pro-
tect the manufacturing industry of the
country they must impose such duties
as would protect the manufacturer in
a proper way, and enable him to com-
p ete with the foreign manufacturer.
If this is not donc the tariff will be a
mere burden on the people of the coun-
try. The manufacturers have been
hjeard and a Committee has reported
unanimously that a 20ý per cent. tariff
was required.

The Conservative party is not
responsible for the disappointment
that exists to day. The Liberal party is,
and my hon. friend the Prime Minis-
ter is primarily responsible for the
whole thing. He is responsible on
account of his changed tone since he
came back from England, for raising
the hopes of merchants which have been
thwarted. The member for Montreal
West took great responsibility on him-
self when he asserted to the people of
Montreal that we would have protec.
tion, and he is bound to tell the people
of Montreal the grounds on which he
based his assertion by means of which
he secured the confidence of his con-
stituents.
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In the face of the present situation
what had the (overnment done ?
The lon. Finance Minister admitted
that there was great depression
in the country, bit stated that it
was not so great as the depression of
1857. He also admitted that the
manufacturers were suffering, and
gave as his reason for this the fact that
the Canadian market had become the
slaughter market for United States
goods. He admitted more than that-

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No! no!
Mr. MASSON-He admitted there

was a deficit. Instead of indi-
cating the proper way to remedy
this deficit to stop our market
fiom being flooded with American
goods, the hon. gentleman stands
still and says the situation must cure
itself. He says he will not interfere
with the tariff, because the depression
is monetary, and will disappear in a
few years. The only way to relieve
the present depression is that which
should suggest itself to every public
man, and which is hinted at
by Sir A. T. Galt in bis
letter to Mr. Ferrier; narely,
the pushing forward of the public
works we are bountd to construct. I
admit if you go into public works
which are not required, of course it
would be wrong; but if the
Government believed this crisis
was momentary, it was their
duty to have increased the esti-
mates for the public works so that the
labouring classes might have been pro-
vided with work. The result of their
policy will be to drive our labourers
as well as our mechanics away from
the country.

It has been said that the existing
depression is not of so serious a nature
as that which existed in 1857. Then
we had a Conservative Government in
power, and a statesman at the head of
the finances of the nation second to
none in the Dominion. What was the
action of the Government under those
circumstances? The revenue of the
country had fallen off from $4,675,000
in 1854 to $3,365,000 in 1858, and was
not suflicient for the wants of the coun-
try. The Government remodelled the
tariff, raising it to twenty per cent.
And the result was a considerable in-

Mr. MASSON.

crease in the revenue. By the year
1859-60, the revenue was raised 64,556,-
000, and the following year, 1860-61, it
was $4,760,000. Results are better
than theory, and if the Government
adopted the same means to-day they
would get the same result. A strong
opposition was offered to the action of
the Government by English capitalists
in England, who pretended that the
colonies should be nothing else but
a market for their manufactures.
Sir Alexander Galt in response to the
opposition of the English capitalists,
said that we were not making a tariff
detrimental to English manufacturers,
but that we were making one
irrespective of England, and to meet
our requirements similar Oppo-
sition was offered on the part of
the United States, and a similar answer
was returned to the opposition from
that quarter. What does Sir A. T.
Galt say of the tariff of 1859 ? By that
tariff, the interests of the country had
been enhanced, our manufactures
created, and the great grievances of the
Americans against it was that it
fostered the interests of the country
and ruined the manufacturing interests
of the frontier towns in the United
States. In reference to this subject,
it was said in 1862:-

" The injury this inflicted upon our people
is avowed by the Hon. A. T. Galt, the Finan-
cial Minister of Canada, to be ' no subject' of
regret to the Canadian Government. The
tariff of which Mr. Galt speaks with so much
complacency extinguished the trade of our
frontier cities with Canadain their own manu-
f tctures. Many manufacturing establishments
on our side dismissed their workmen, and
were closed ;and many were removed to Cana-
da in order to avoid the payment of duty on
their productions. It can create no surprise
that much indignation was excited, without
exception, in all those cities on the Canadian
frontier, which are daily and hourly witnesses
of the one-sided nature of our dealings with
Canada in the products of American labour."

Then referring to Buffalo, it goes on
to say:-

i' Many of her citizens and-those of Rochester
also have been compelled by the Canadian
tariffs to leave their homes and remove their
families to Cana,,a."

Now, I ask if all this is not better
than piling up figures and discussing
things from a purely theoretical point
of view, as my hon. friend from Botl-
well will probably do in a few mo-
ments.
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The Conservatives have been re-
pro4ched because they did not give
protection themselves. I have shown
the only protective tariff we have had
·in Canada was framed by them. Since
that time Confederation has taken
place. The people of the Lower Pro-
vinces were accustomed to a lower
tariff, and we were told under the new
system our affairs would be so managed
that we would have plenty of money
in our treasury. The people of the
Maritime Provinces were not willing,
to consent to any increase of duty.

Mr. JONES (Halifax)-Hlear ! hear !

Mr. MASSON-The hon. gentleman
says "hear, hear," but I want him to
understand that if we have a deficit
to-day it is not due as he stated to the
Pacific Railway, because there is not
an inch of it built. Two years ago we
had to raise $3,000,000 and we have a
deficit agtin. We have had to build
the Intercolonial Railway, and if we
wish to extend a rpilway to Louisburg,
build St. Peter's Canal, to deepen the
harbours, build lighthouses, and to con-
struct the Baie Verte Canal-if they
want money expended among them-
selves they must help us to raise it. I
mistake the spirit of the people ofNova
Scotia and New Brunswick if they will
not do so. A protective tariff l-is
not been needed very badly until
now. We have had the civil
war and high priced labour in
the United States as a protection in
the past .; we have had a fuil treasury,
and there was no deficit until the hon.
gentlemen opposite came into power.
There is no better proof of this than
the fact that the Committee appoiuted
in 1872 to investigate the question of
protection, reported that the manu-
facturers of the country were not
on the whole in an unsatisfactory
condition. Nevertheless, they thought
a tariff of twenty per cent. would better
enable them to build up their indus-
tries. If a tariff of twenty per cent.
was necessary then, where there was
ne such depression as we have now, I
ask if we do not require it far more
to-day ? The greatest enemies of inci-
dental protection or modified free-trade
for this country are not the American
or English manufacturers, but the
abstract-theory gentlemen who have

formed their opinions in England, and
fancy we should, under different cir-
cumstances adopt a free-trade policy
here. As far as our manufactures are
concerned, we are in our infancy and
require protection. As long as coun-
tries are situated in different conditions,
so long will we have different systems
of political economy. If I were in
England I would be a Free-Trader, and
I would advise the Colonies to confine
themselves to the production of the
raw material; to send them to the
mother country to be worked up there
and returned to the colonists with the
bill of cost for transportation both
ways, and the cost of manufacture. But
the reason for which the Free-Traders
of England, in their own interest,advise
us to adopt a free-trade policy should
induce us to be Protectionists. The very
fact that hon. gentlemen opposite
are driven to defend their policy
by quoting froin American autho-
rities, is a proof we need protec-
tion. The policy of the Conservative
Party, as laid down by the right hon.
member for Kingston, is to so remodel
our tariff as to give to our rising manu-
factures that protection to which they
are entitled, and we are ready to go
before the country and put that in
contradistinction to the policy of the
Premier who said in England we should
so adjust our tariff as to foster the trade
relations with England and foreign
countries.

Mr. BROUSE-I do not desire to
give a silent vote on this motion. I
heartily approved of the mQtion of the
lion. member for Montreal West, and
cordially gave it my support. The
manutacturing industries of this country
are depressed, and I felt it was the duty
of the Government to foster them in
their infancy, but the agricultural and
manufacturing interosts are not neces-
sarily twin brothers, though they go
side by side a certain distance. One
can profit by protection, the other be
benefitted by free-trade with the whole
world.

The hon. member for Terre-
bonne said results are far better
than theories. Let us see what
the results have been in Central
Canada. I represent a constitu.
ency in part manufacturing and
in a greater part agricultural. I be-
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lieve the great wealth of our Dominion
lies in agriculture, and that it should be
protected, but not in the way proposed
by the hon. member for Kingston.
How can you protect the farmers by
placing a duty on the products of the
soil ? Take the sixty miles along the
St. Lawrence from Brockville to Corn-
wall, in which are situated besides
those towns, Prescott and Morrisburg.
I have the United States Consul's cor-
tificate of all the produce sent from
this part of Canada to the United
States and ascertained how much
returns. This section of Ontario in
the fall, winter and spring is flo>ded
with Americans who come here to
purchase products of the soil. I find,
friom the districts to which I have
referred, we export butter to the United
States as follows:-

1872 ...... 866,284 pounds.
1873 ......... 2,267,375 "
1874.........1,668,400 "

We exported cattle as follows
1872........................ 1,289
1873.... ............. 4,800
1874........................ 9,500

We sent of calf skins to the United
States in

1872.......... . . .......... 69,000
1874...................... 40,000

Along the St. Lawrence, and par-
ticularily in Stormont, probably more
.eggs are collected for foreign markets
than in any part of Canada. We sent
to the United States in

1872...:........1,324,000 dozen
1873............1,125,000 "
1874............1,116,000 "

We raise hops largely in Grenville
County. We sent to the United States

1872............114,000
1873............ 60,000
1874........... 36,000

pounds

We sent of pelts to the United States
1.
1872................. 26,000
1874 ..................... 132,000

Poultry is one article we export
largely to the United States We sent
in

1872............126,000 pounds
1873............130,000
1874............233,000
Mr. BRousz.

Of sheep we exported, in
1872 ...................... 61,000
1873 ...................... 68,000
1874...............47,000

We sent in 1874, of hay, 4,500 tons,
of oats, 30 000 bushels, and of rye,
24,000 bushels. In 1872, from those
four little towns I have mentioned,
we sent $3,332,000 worth of farming
products to the United States markets;
in 1873, we sent $4,625,000 worth; in
1874, we sent $3,517,000 worth; and
in 1875, notwithstanding the hard
times, we sent nearly $3,000,000 worth.
Let us turn to the other side, and
see how we could protect our farmers.
Let us put large duties on these arti-
cles. A drover comes here, pays $2
for a lamb and takes it to the United
States. He pays $3 for a permit, and
half a dollar gold in duty. Now, in-
stead of protecting our farmers by in-
creased duties we should attempt to
get that market thrown open for their
products. The farmer would get $2.50
for the lamb which he now sells for $2.
This motion of the right hon. member
is more clap-trap, intended to catch a
few supporters of the Government, and
I do not think ho believes in the policy
he proposes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
hon. gentleman had better keep that
speech for the Senate.

Mr. BROUSE-If I were in the
Senate I would make the same speech
even if the hon. gentleman were there
too. In 1875 the whole Province of On-
tario received from the United States
only $680 worth of butter; in the same
year we sent from the town of Prescott
alone to United States markets $175,-
000 worth of the same article. Then,
in the matter of sheep, this Province
imported just three. The right hon.
gentleman should demand protection
or our sheep.

Now there are only three articles
that come into Canada which can com-
pete with Canadian agricultural pro-
duce-wheat, corn and pork. I under-
stood the mover of the resolution
before the House to say a duty should
be placed on wheat. We have magni-
ficent water power in this country
along the Welland Canal, the Longue
Sault and the Lachine Canal; these
are leased to manufacturers who bring
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wheat from the West into the country
without paying duty on it, marufac-
ture itandsend itout te besold. Would
you shut up these manufactories by
taxing wheat and preventing it from
coming into Canada? We enjoy the
advantages of it passing through the
country ; advantages we would not
enjoy if that policy was carried out.
I understand something about corn;
the mover would tax it, and what
would be the effect ? We cannot raise
corn enough to feed our manufacturing
interests here, and for distillery pur-
poses. There was another manufac-
turing industry which the hon. mem-
ber forgot when he was endeavouring
to build up these in terests; I refer to
the starch manufacture, which we
should protect. We have three estab-
lishments to-day in Canada, one of
which is in the County of Grenville,
and it uses 600 bushels of grain per
day. Although the corn used in this
manufacture comes into the country,
yet the Americans come in with their
starch and successfully compete against
it until they compel the Canada starch
works to close.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Hear!
hear 1

Mr. BROUSE-This is an industry
I would protect. The right hon. gen-
tleman says 4 hear, hear," and I say
"hear, hear." Let us protect that
interest, but if you place a duty on
grain that comes in here, where in the
name of heaven will you protect it?

An lon. Member-Put it on starch.
Mr. BROUSE- There is already a

duty of two cents per pound on starch.
An Hion. Member-Let us put on

four cents.
Mr. BROUSE - Notwithstanding

this specific duty of two cents on every
pound they sell it in Kingston delivered
cheaper than Canada starch.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Sup-
posing corn was dehvered in tho starch
manufactory in bond ?

Mr. BROUSE-I follow out the hon.
gentleman's argument when he says
tets are better than theories, and I am
not going to talk theory. The fact is
that starch costs 3ý cents of our money,
and it costs 6 cents to manufacture it
in Canada without a duty on corn. I

cannot undeistand how you are to tax
a material brought into the country to
be manufactured and yet protect the
manufactured article. This to me is
absurd, and I bring forward this argu-
ment to show that it is wrong to say
that this Hiouse or the Government
should tax corn brought in for that
legitimate purpose. In another di-
rection that corn is heavily taxed, as it
is used largely in the manufacture of
whiskey, and there is a duty on whiskey
of 25 cents per gallon. Will you tax
it any farther ? Can you ? You can
make a beam so large that by its own
weight it will break; that is the law
of nature ; and are you going to tax raw
material and then tax the manufactured
article to such an extent as to prevent
its being manufactured ? It seems to
me to be absurd to talk about pro-
tecting the manufacturing interests of
the country unless you throw open the
American markets and allow our
farmers to take their produce fron
there and sell it where they can get
the largest price. I think I heard the
hon. gentleman say there was no
possibility of getting this privilege.
Let me tell him that there was a time
when he had the lever thatwould have
opened the markets of the United
States--our fisheries that he gave
away. This I regret, and had he
brought a resolution stating that he
regretted exceedingly that the only
lever we had to open the American
markets was no longer within our
power because of himself, he would
have acted more properly. When I
heard the hon. gentleman struggling
to make his remarks it reminded me
of a man trying to ride two horses
without any reins. As long as the
horses go together it is all right,
but they come at length to where
there is a cross road, and one wants to
go one way, and the other wants to go
the other way, and he is in great per.
plexity because he cannot ride them
both. These industries go side by side
for a certain distance, and then they
diverge, one wanting protection, and
the other free trade.

Mr. LAURIER -The hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne having made
allusion to me in his remarks, I thought
it advisable to give my own views on
the subject. Still, I feel diffident about
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expressing myself, being hardly com-
petent to deal with the question. How-
ever, since my hon. friend has chosen
to do so, I presume that I can express
my own feelings better than he can.
What my hon. friend has said as to
ny protective proclivities are perfectly
true, and I do not deny that
I have been a Protectionist, which
I am still. I differ with my
hon. friend in this, and to-night
I will give my vote against the
motion. I am a Protectionist as well
as the hon. member. I am a moderate
Protectionist; he is an extreme Protec-
tionist.

Mr. MASSON-No ! no!
Mr. LAURIER-The difference be

tween us is, that he wants the tariff
increased, and further burdens put on
the people, whereas I believe that we
have already enough burdens. Per-
haps my hon. friend will say that I am
not consistent, but I claim that I am
more consistent than he is. I am not
at all surprised to see that he is an
extreme political economist. 11e
belongs to a party extreme in every
way-extrerne politically, socially and
religiously.

An Hon. Gentleman-Hear ! hear !
Mr. LAURIER-Many hon. mem-

bers say "hear, hear," and per-
haps my remarks touched ground.
I want to set myself right on
the question involved in this matter.
The hon. member for Terrebonne tells
me that the question is one of free
trade versus protection. He says that
the question of free trade versus protec-
tion is a matter political as well as
economical. It is asserted by many,
and assumed by others, that free
trade is a Liberal principle, and
protection a Conservative principle. I
beg to dissent from this doctrine. I
see nothing political about it; it is
purely a matter of social economy. If
we turn to the history of both parties
in any country where the English
language, or British institutions are in
existence, or even atternpted to be
established, we find that this matter
has even been treated from a purely
economical and not a political point of
view. It is true that the Liberal party
of England is the father of freedom in
trade as well as of liberty, not only in

Mr. LAURIER.

England but in the world at large. It
is atso true that free-trade was carried
in England through political action,
and that its introduction was opposed
by the Conservatives on political and
economical grounds; but it is equally
true that since free-trade has been in
operation in England, and its beneficent
results have been fully experienced
by that country, the Conservative
party has abandoned its former
prejudices, so that at present both
parties are a unit in this connection.
From Great Bri tain we croîg the Chan-
nel, and we find the Libeild party in
France divided on the question. When
I speak of this party I do not mean the
body of hot-headed men who, lacking
sound principles, convictions and poli-
tical opinions, assume, but do not de-
serve, the name, and who have thrown
France into revolution after revolution;
but I mean that great body of patriotic
men who, at the time of the disastrous
war of 1871, attempted by every con-
stitutional means (and by such means
alone) to endow France with free in-
institutions, acknowledging as their
leaders Thiers, Gambetta and Say, who
are divided in opinion on the question
of free-trade and protection.

While Thiers is an intense Protec-
tectionist, Gambetta and Say are both
Free-Traders. As to the Conservatives
of France I cannot say what their
opinion is on the matter, nor am I
aware they have any. The Conserva-
tives of France, and the great body of
the Conservatives of Lower Canada,
do not trouble themselves with these
matter-of-fact questions. They chiefly
concern themselves about saving their
own souls and cursing the souls of
other people. From the old world we
come to this continent. In the United
States the Liberal party is intensely
protectionist and the Conservative or

emocratic party intensely free-trade.
If at last we come to our own country,
we must be compelled to say, from the
many discussions we have had, the
Liberal party is far from being a unit
on this subject. We have consistent
and lifetime Liberals on both sides. As
to the Conservatives, I am not aware
until very recently that the party had
a policy on the question, at least their
leaders never avowed any. It is true
from what we have seen in the House,
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that the great mass of the party seems
to be protectionist, but is equally true
they have only within two or three
days come to adopt that policy openly,
probably in justification of the well-
iknown and now famous saying that a
political party, like a fish, .is moved
by its tail. All this I will prove. The
question of free-trade and protection
is not to be applied in any country to
political motives, but is to be treated
simply as a matter of pure economy,
and its solution depends entirely on
the condition of the country. It can-
not be denied that free-trade or pro-
tection is to be applied according to
the necessities of a nation. If the view
of the subject that free-trade must be
the ultimate policy of any nation be
taken, it yet cannot be denied that
protection is a matter of necessity for
a young nation, in order that it may
attain the full development of its
own resources. I conceive the most
obstinate Conservative must admit
that freedom is the natural condition
of trade, as of everything human ; and
the most obstinate Liberal must also
allow, that though it would never do
to build a Chinese wall around our
country in order to eut us off from the
outside world, yet sometimes it is both
wise and prudent to establish on our
frontiers a few detached forts to protect
our territory against foreign invasion.
Therefore I can agree with my hon.
friend from Terrebonne, that the
question as to the adoption of free-
trade and protection altogether de-
pends on the condition of the
country which may be in question.
If I were in Great Britain I would
avow free-trade, but I am a Canadian
born and resident here, and I think
that we require protection. But to what
extent do we need it? In this relation
it is that I am not in agreement with
my lion. friend. He holds that the
tariff should be increased in order to
preserve our manufactures from the
injurious effects of foreign competition;
but iny hon. friend ,should remem ber
that protection means taxation, which
is a burden on the people, and the
price a young a vigorous nation must
consent to pay in order to rid itself of
the yoke of a more wealthy nation. I
consider, however, that the present
tariff affords sufficient protection. It

may be said that this was not the real
object in view, bit I care little for the
motive-I only regard the results.

We have at the present time a 17½
per cent tariff, which is protection for
Canadian manufacturers against toreign
competition. But that is not alil.
Against the English competitor he has
the difference of freight in his favor.
and against the American competitor
he has the difference in the price of
labour. But notwithstanding all that
amount of protection, we are told it is
necessary to increase it. Has any
evidence been adduced to support that
proposition ? I have listened atten-
tively to what bas been said in its
favour, and the summing up of the argu-
ment has been that the country is in
a depressed condition. But is the de-
pression under which we are now suf-
fering the consequence of our present
tariff, or bas it been proved that by a
change in the tariff it would have been
relieved or alleviated ? There is not
a tittle of evidence to that effect. The
answer given is this: That the de-
pression is not particular to this coun-
try, but is universal and affects highly
protected as well as free-trade coun-
tries. Then will it be pretended that
an increase in the tariff will restore
prosperity? Hon. gentlemen opposite
have gone sentimental over the ques-
tion. They have said factories are
closed or working on half-time, and
that thousands of men are ont of em-
ployment in the cities. All this may
be true, but suppose we had a high
tariff ? The result would be the same,
and we would be even in a worse posi-
tion than we are now-in the same
position as the manufacturers of the
United States are. Witli the thousands
of men out of employment, 25 per
cent would be added to the necessar-
ies of life, and there would be more
suffering.

Let us go still further. Suppose we
should have the legislation sought, we
would be no b9tter situated than we
are under a moderate tariff. The
United States have a high tariff, and
are suffering even worse than we, and
the remedy proposed there is a decrease
in duties. It would be extremely un-
fair, unjust and even dangerous if we
were to take the present condition of
things as a basis to frame legislation.
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It would be legislating for exceptions
and from exceptions. Let us take the
normal condition of our fiscal policy-,
let ns look at the year preceding the
crisis. It is admitted on al[ hands the
country was then prosperous, and does
not that prove that our policy is sound ?
But let us take a still better criterion.
We are said to be suffering from a
great wrong. It is the advantage of
the constitutional system under which
we live that either party may rid the
country of any wrong. Is it to be
supposed that if we bad a gries ance in
this regard, the parties would have re-
mained silent ? The fact that we have
had a moderate tariff so long without
complaints is the best evidence of its
benefits.

Thore is another argument which
has not been answered. We have had
many changes in the tariff since the
adoption ofour fiscal policy 20 years ago,
but the manufacturers never made any
complaints until the crisis came some
eighteen months ago. Since then this
agitation commenced, and the cry of a
retaliatory policy was raised. Manu-
facturers say: " If the Americans close
"their markets against us, we should
" close ours against them." But this is
not a protection but a free-trade argu-
ment. It means simply: " Give us
fair play; give us fair competition." If
this argument proves anything, it is
that we are ready and strong enough
at this moment to cast off protection
and to meet the Americans on an
equal footing.

I presume that the argument that
Americans slaughter goods in this
country is very much exaggerated. I
noticed last summer that those who
were loudest in the denunciations of
American productions wero the manu-
facturers of boots and shoes at Mon-
treal, although the imports to the
Dominion did not amount to a quarter
of a million per annum. But even
suppose the case to be such as presented,
what should we do to remedy it ?
Should we follow the course suggested
by our hon. friends opposite, and
establish the American tariff in this
country ? That policy would not be
to the benefit of the consumer, because
the member for Terrebonne admitted
himself that the cost of living under it
would he increased 20 per cent. Then,

Mr. LAuRiER.

what would be the position of the manu-
facturer? He would have the pr-ivilege
of offering goods in the United States
markets just as they slaughter their
productions in ours.

I said at the commencement of my
remarks that I was in favor of protec-
tion, but I do not understand protee tion
as my bon. friend understands it. I take
it that we should have a tariff that will
commence by taxing the raw material.
If the policy of. my hon. friend were
carried out, wheat would be taxed ;
he knows perfectly well that the Pro-
vince of Quebec is not a wheat-produc-
ing country, and he would have to levy
a tax on every farmer in the Province.
I am sure that is not what he is aiming
at, but he r-annot deny this may be the
result of the policy which lie proposes.
We have within ourselves the ability
to create an industry. If it be shown
that we cannot maintain it, unless by
legislation either in the way of pre-
mium or prohibitory tariff, then I
should be ready to take that into con-
sideration, but I shall never vote for
a proposition of the kind now before
the ouse, that every article of con-
sumption in the Dominion should be
taxed.

Mr. MOUSSE AU-Explanations are
necessary after the speech of my hon.
friend from Drummond and Artha-
baska to-night, and his vote on the
amendment proposed by the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal West. Everybody
knows what has passed, and nota bly in
connection with the local elections of
1875, and the federal elections of 1872
and 1874. Each one of the hon. gen-
tlemen is familiar with what passed in
his own Province, and also what occur-
ed in Quebec. In that Province the
cry for protection commenced in 1871
at the time of the local elections,
although it was a question which came
more under the jurisdiction of the
Federal Parliament. The Liberals of
Que bec began to agitate this matter, not
only at the time ofthe local election, but
even in the Local House during the
session of December, 1871. They said
at that time, and repeated later in
1872 that the Province of Quebec was
much behind the other Provinces in
progress, and that this was due to the
bad policy of the Conservative leade1%,
who should have granted protectiQn
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twenty-five years previously. These
gentlemen delivered magnificent
speeches, full of fine and patriotic
sentiments, and mourned the fate of
the exiled French Canadians, whom
they stated were exiled owing to the
inefficient policy of Sir George Cartier
and the right hon. member for Kings-
ton, and that the omissions of these
gentleman in this respect had brought
the Province into a state almost of
misery.

Mr. Speaker, the elections of 1871
were conducted on this cry, and at
that time they were in a position to do
so in the province. They had at least
the air of sincerity in what they said,
and after the elections they continued
to advocate this matter even in the
House. Quebec was not the proper
place to discuss the subject. They
knew that the question should have
been brought up in Ottawa, if it was
their intention to produce any
efficacious results on behalf of the
interests they pretended to be desirous
to serve. They named a Committee
in 1871 at the autumn session of the
Quebec Parliament, when several
young Liberals of talent took their
seats. The electors carried them on
their shoulders into the Legislative
halls, and in the midst ofthese remark-
able young men was the hon. member
for Drummond and Arthabaska. He
was then as now an extreme Pro-
tectionist, but he did not advocate the
cause of protection at that time with
free-trade arguments. Then he pleaded
protection with arguments which were
perhaps sincere, but at all events they
had the colour of common sense. I
think that the House will not object if
I quote from the speeches delivered by
this hon. member at that important
time. In 1871 the Province of Quebec
as well as other provinces was not
suffering from depression in trade;
nevertheless the Liberals who arrived
atQuebec in greater numbers than they
ever were before came full of the idea
that they were about to regenerate the
country, as they have since done at
Ottawa. The Liberals of Quebec, who
thought they were called upon to
regenerate that province in its
Parliament, made very fine speeches
in the debate on the Address.
The most significant, the best and the

MI

most eloquent speech of all-one which
I recommend to the attention of the
House, one of which I cordially
approve, one which all Quebec ad-
mired, and which it would now
approve much more than the speech
the hon. member delivered this even-
ing-came from the hon. member for
Drummond and Arthabaska. The speech
was delivered on the 9th of November,
1871. The addresses proposing and
seconding the reply to the Speech from
the Throne, as was customary, painted
matters in very bright colours, but this
did not suit the hon. member. He had
reflected in his closet over the ills of
this country, and here was the result
as he announced it to the flouse :-
"Whoever has studied the situation of
"the country elsewhere than upon
"paper, and from the depths of his

heart; whoever has been able to
"closely witness the condition of our
"agricultural and commercial inter-
"ests, vacillating and timid, and our
"industries in a backward condition,
"must say the brilliant description of
"the mover and seconder of the
"Address is only a more mirage and
"not a reality." I do not doubt in the
least that the speech was delivered
with perfect sincerity, and it provoked
the appointment of a Committee in the
Quebec Parliament to inquire into the
means for promoting the different in-
dustries of the Province. I am con-
vinced that ho had not reflected on
this matter in his study ; he had gone
through the country as the good father
of a family should, and studied the
evils which existed, and that lie arrived
at Quebec with all the remedies
necessary to rescue that Province from
its unfortunate condition. He found
our agriculture behind the requirements
of the age, our commerce unventure-
some and hesitating, and our industry
not so advanced as it should be.
This was in 1871, when he considered
the Province to be in a great state of
suffering, and he was of opinion that
the remedy was protection. Those
unfortunate leaders, the right hon.
member for Kingston and the late
lamented Sir George Cartier, had drag-
ged the country almost to ruin, at the
sacrifice of our most sacred interests ;
by their unpatented policy in failing to
grant protectin they had *'QrFrepch
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Canadians to leave the country. He
also said: "l They tell us we are
rich and prosperous. Is this really
the case ? With regard to ail
classes of society, the trader, the banker,
the merchant, the member of the
Liberal professions, the agriculturist,
the simple artisan, and everywhere,
without exception you will discover an
indiscribably unhealthy condition, a
state of languishment and suffering
which proves there is an evil some-
where." I have never heard-since that,
nor since I have paid attention to public
affairs, of a speech that was so much
admired. These were his views: " The
"principle cause of the evils from which
"we suffer is that up to the present the
"production of the country has not been
"equal to the consumption." This was
essentially a Protectionist argument, an
argument in every way worthy of the
hon. member's patriotism, which in-
duced him to seek for such a length of
time for the real cause of these evils.
"The Ministry could, with so much
"more propriety, admit that it has not
"alone to bear the consequent responsi-
"bility,but this responsibility rests upon
"the entire nation." Upon this I must
pay a very high compliment to my hon.
friend. le was more just at Quebec
than in his speech on the hustings.
For outside the walls of *the Legis-
lature they did not fear or hesitate to
hold responsible for this state of things
the two honorable leaders who had so
long, so brilliantly, and so successfully
guided the destinies of the Conservative
party and of the country. In fact,
those who have followed somewhat
closely the affairs of Quebec, if they
look at the past, will understand that if
there is fault to be found it falls upon
the whole nation. An explanation for
this pretended want of progress on the
part of Quebec can be given. When
that Province entered the Confedera-
tion, her people occupied a position in
which no others of the Confederation
were placed except perhaps the Aca-
dians -of the Lower Provinces. Hon.
members from the other provinces and
their journals were not suñiciently
familiar with the condition of Quebec
to make such accusations as they have
levelled against it. After the conquest,
which was not only glorious for
Englaud but raised her grandeur, when

Ir. ovasUU,

the full liberty enjoyed before was re-
stored, the French people of the
Province were deserted. They were
not only poor , but had been decimated
by war and the consequences which
naturally follow. Those who had
taken the lead in its affairs at the time
returned to France to escape from the
yoke of England, and they left ,the
French Canadians alone with their
priests to aid, educate and assist them.
For a long time they fought for their
own subsistence, and to preserve the
shreds of the heritage that had been
left them; and it is not surprising that
fighting in the midst of poverty they
did not make as much progress as the
other provinces, which were peopled
by a strong current of immigration.
This explains why French Canadians
are found in certain branches of materi-
al progress not so far advanced as those
of the other Provinces, but in many
things they at least occupy an equal
position.

I will continue, Mr. Speaker, to
quote from my hon. friend's speech,
"It is humiliating to admit that .after
" three centuries of existence this
"country cannot provide for its own
" necessities, and that, although nature,
"l as been so prodigal in its gifts to
"make it a manufacturing country, it is
"obliged to obtain its supplies from
"foreign markets." I am quite sure
that at the time the hon. member for
Drummond and Arthabaska was quite
sincere, and I would not venture to
doubt that to-day he is not so ; but I
suppose that since that date he has
made progress. I heard his speech, and
I wonder what new discoveries lie has
made to force him to change so
thoroughly his opinions. Here we have
the bouquet of the speech: " It is our
"duty, especially the duty of those of
"us who are of French Canadian origin,
"to creat a national industry." Has the
hon. gentleman so soon changed his
views in this relation ? It appears now
that our industries are sufficiently pro-
tected, but then this was not at all the
case. I cannot conceive by what mode
of thought he as arrived at this con-
clusion. At that time he considered
above everything it was the intexest
of the French Canadians to found and
promote national industries, and in this
way prevent the humiliation that
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wounded his patriotism in the fact that
after 300 years of existence we had no
Canadian industries. Well,Mr. Speaker,
it appears that since 1871 he bas made
marvellous progress; he must have
seen the Province covered with new
industries and the advancement of the
French Canadians, not only by a
national industry but by industries
sufficiently protected.

On the Gth of December of the same
year this same patriotic gentleman,who
was most prominent among the Liber-
als of Quebec in advocating protection
to national industries, had something
to do with this resolution :-" Moved
" by Mr. Gendron seconded by Mr.
"(now Seiator) Trudel, that a special
"Committee be named to enquire as to
"the best means to be adopted in order
"to develop and advance industries in
"this Province, and this Committee be
"composed of Messrs. Chauveau, Rob-
"ertson, Langevin, Cassidy, David,
"Eddy, Eisenhart, Fortier, La Roch-
"elle, Laurier, Marchand, Molieur,
"Roy, and the mover and seconder."
This Committee which was to do such
marvellous things under the oegis of
the Liberals, sat for a long tine in
1873 and 1874, in order to devise some
specifie remedy; but when it was on
the point of giving birth to a project
in this relation, the hon. member
found the field of Quebec too restricted
for his aspirations, and he came to
Ottawa. This is not all. In 1872 the
intensity of the excitement of, and the
ardent heat shown at, the electoral
contests will be remembered. Not
only the material interests of the coun-
try were considered, but mixed up
with this were the religious or national
questions. The Liberals of Quebec, at
the time called Grits, Reformers or
iNationalists, conducted the campaign,
mounted on three fierce war horses.
The first was the question of Riel, who
wvas the unfortunate object of the pro-
secution ofmy hon. friend for Hastings.
The second was the New Brunswick
Sehool Question, in connection with
which they charged the right hon.
member for Kingston and the late Sir
Goôrge Cartier with having trampled
under foot and in a cowardly manner
sacrifieed the interests of the Catholics
of that Province. The third is much
more easily understood becauselauch

more apropos. They said that these
unfortunate Conservative leaders had
betrayed and destroyod the interests
of Quebec in failing to grant pro-
tection at least twenty-five years ago.
Permit me, young as I am in political
life, to make a few reflections, which
will, perhaps, be somewhat disagree-
able to my hon. friend, in the interest
of politcal morality and consistency.
This hon. gentleman conducted the
struggle against the Conservatives of
Quebec on these three great questions,
and God be thanked, in the interest
of the country and political morality,
that since they have been raised to
power at Ottawa we are able to judge
of their real value. You, Sir, have,
been a witness of the debates in this
House, and of their pusillanimous con-
duct with relation to these great ques-
tions. After having reproached and
stigmatised the Conservatives in the
strongest manner because Riel did not
receive a complete, absolute and uncon-
ditional pardon, and after having re-
proached them bitterly for having
sacrificed above all the interests of
the Catholies in New Brunswick in
connection with the school question-
you are able to judge of the shameful
way in which they have retreated
from the positions they took. As I
stated in commencing, they might
have been sincore ; I hope they were.
It is possible that they recognized that
Riel was not the holy man, the brave
compatriot, they had represented him
in 1871 and 1872. It is also possible
they were very sincere upon another
point, and they saw that the Roman
Catholies of New Brunswick did not
so greatly merit tleir sympathies as
they lad previously supposed. One
after another they bowed the knee to
the Premier, and accep' ed the slap in
the face which ho lias given them with
due meekness. What has been the
consequence ? I have reason to draw
the attention of the Ilouse to it in the
inteiest of political morality and poli-
tical honour.

They have been unable to reply to
our criticisms with regard to their dis-
graceful proceedings, and the conse-
quence has been that in all recent elec-
tiens they have been swept out of publie
life in the most humiliating manner.
I take this opportunity, without assum-
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ing to possess the gift of prophesy, to
predict that owing to their vote on the
motion of the hon. member for Mont-
real West, and if they pursue the same
course with regard to the motion now
before the House, at the next election
they will be completely swept ont of ex-
istence. I have no doubt that only ten
or twelve will be permitted to return
to mourn over the false position in
which they are placed by the treachery
of their predecessors. I am chagrined
to notice the stand taken by the Gov-
ernment, which, if I merely considered
the interests of my own party, I would
observe with pleasure. But no, I am
influenced by higher motives than
mere party considerations. Since I
have entered political life, I have not
been inspired with the desire of gaining
a party triumph merely on account of
the dishonourable conduct of my oppon-
ents. I regret, therefore, the vote
which they gave on the motion of my
hon. friend for Montreal West, and
which I fear they will record touching
the motion of my right hon. friend for
Kingston, which I am quite confident
will achieve their political ruin. Those
three war horses will be killed under
them. Up to the present, I have cited
the eloquent and patriotic speech of
the hon. member for Drummond and
Arthabaska, but I will now quote the
speech of another member of this
fHouse, my hon. friend for Megantic.
These two gentlemen are political
neighbours, and the latter is a young
man of a great deal of talent. He con-
tributes to the paper of which I have
the honor of bein part proprietor;
hence I am well acquainted with bis
opinions. The hon. member for Me-
gantie in 1873, and for a long time pre-
vious, was an advanced Protectionist.

My hon. friend from Drummond
and Arthabaska, on the abolition of the
double mandat, came to Ottawa, and
since he has been obliged to follow the
Premier as a leader, he has not been so
violent on the question of protection.
The hon. member for Megantic, who
voted against the motioei of my hon.
friend fromi Montreal West, in Janu-
ary, 1873, wrote admirable letters on
the question of protection, on which
subject he was perfectly well in-
formed, and wrote with extreme
ability; and as it is very important

Mr. MoussuAu.

to show what were then the views
of the National party on this question
of protection, I crave the indulgence
of the louse for making a few
quotations. The hon. member ascrib-
ed the prosperity of the United
States to protection, and their ability
to diminish the debt contracted on
account of the civil war at the rate
of $100,000,000 a year. The hon. gen-
tleman should give the necessary
explanations on this point, and I hope
he will do so, at least, to his constitu-
ents. In January, 1873, he wrote :
"Parliament will soon open, and, with-
"out doubt, efforts will be made in
"order to obtain a modification of the
"tariff in the sense of protection."
The hon member continues to refute in
advance the argument of Mr. Macken-
zie, and proceeds:

" I conceive the difficulties which it is
necessary for him to conquer ; but, on the
other hand, in taxing certain products exempt-
ed from imposts, the increase of consumption
by the augmentation of population or the
improved condition of our industries would
produce as it seems to me sufficient compen.,
sation.

9 This was beyond question proved to be
the case in the United States, which have
proupered while protecting their industries,
and at the same time diminishing their debt
incurred during the civil war at the rate of
$100,000,000 a year, without taking the
interest account into congideration. We
have lost, owing to our unwise policy in this
relation, 75,000 consumers, which benefit by
their presence the American Republic, without
regarding the foreign immigration, which our
system obliges to pass through Canada, to
s, ttle over the border."

The hon. gentleman havingridiculed
free-trade, states :-

" Our policy, in my opinion, should be
protection for every manufacturer for which
the raw material, with exemption from duties,
or the levy of purely fiscal imports upon al[
foreign raw material, which we could advan=
tageously manufacture ; and low duties for
every imported article which is to be con.
sumed without being manufactured."

In February, 1873, the hon. gentle-
man wrote:-

" Protection by lessening our fifty millions
of importations, would leave in the country a
balance in our favour, from which evtrybody
would benefit But the class which would be
benefitted in the clearest and most general
way, would be the agriculturists, aside from
industries necessarily local, and ordinarity of
minor importance. Certain manufacturing
interests belong to us, or could be located
amongst us with advantage ; viz :-manufac-
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turem of wood, Iron, wool, cotton, cheese,
beet-root sugar, &c., &c.

"If there is one of these in connection with
which cheapness might be a principal
consideration, it is the iron industry ; never-
thelessp the United States have sacrificed
cheapness In this relation, in order to promote
this important enterprise. As our position is
somewhat identical with that of the United
States, we have the same grounds for adopting
such protection.

"If it is wished to form an idea of what has
been the protection in the United States, let
us hear what Henry Clay states as one of
their great illustrations >-Protection has been
for the United States the sheet-anchor of its
prosperity, and the mainspring of its progress.
The seven years which preceded the adoption
of the protective tarif of 1824 have been most
disastrous, while the seven yeais which have
succeeded have been the most prosperous the
United States have ever witnessed-protection
for my country signifies prosperity."

I am convinced that the right hon.
member for Kingston had read these
articles previous to making his motion,
which does not demand an extrava-
gant protective tariff, but merely a re-
adjustment of taxation; and I do not
know how the hon. member can vote
against such a resolution. I am con-
fident indeed that the right hon. gentle-
man has secured a victory in this re-
spect this evening.

I have cited these extracts, because
they apply to two hon. members
of this House, and if we peruse the
columns of their organs of that day
and read reports of speeches they de-
livered at the elections, we will see
that these hon. gentlemen preached
the same doctrine, miot only with intel-
ligence and force, but with a bitterness
of sentiment against our unfortunate
Conservative chiefs for having failed
to grant them the protection desired.
I ought to avow that brief as my po-
litical experience has been, I was as-
tonished at the greater part of the
speeches pronounced here in favour of
free-trade. I was surprised that pro-
minent mon on the other side stould
be divided on this question. I had
occasion to say, and I repeat it now,
that political economy is only half a
science. Apart from certain great social
principles regarding the distribution
of riches, it is not a science but
only a matter of political expediency.
, It is impossible to apply to the

Ulnite4 States the doctrines or theories

which are suitable to England, and
vice versa; nor çan we apply to France
the doctrines whieh are adapted to
Great Britain. It is also impossible that
the doctrines of these three great coun-
tries can be applied to Prussia, Russia or
Austria, and much less to a new
country like ours. The reproaches
the members of the opposite party
have uttered against the Conservative
leaders - I speak more particularly
with reference to my bon. friends
from Que bec-.on this question of pro-
tection have not the slightest founda-
tion, and for two reasons: in the tirst
place it was impossible for a long timo
to speak of protection, because our
country had been left without power,
without strength, without resources,
and without the capital nocessary fbJr
its proper development; and it was
natural that England in her turn
sought to keep the colonies from de-
veloping their industries to ber disad-
vantage. With that object a great
number of Governors received private
instructions urging them strongly to
retard the too rapid growth of
colonial industries. But when we
became somewhat powerful and
prosperous, England said to us,
" now that you are strong enough
" you can take care of your-
"selves." And when she did so the
corollary was that we received the full
right to arrange our own taxation. In
1859 the movement commenced for
the readjustment of the tariff on a pro-
tection basis. This wise stop in the
right direction was abandoned, as the
hon. member for Terrebonne so clearly
explained, in 1867, at the period of
Confederation, to please the Maritime
Provinces.

Permit me at this point, to say to
these friends from the Maritime Prov-
inces that no Province in the Confed-
eration was so liberal and so generous
to them as Quebec on the occasion of
the agitation for better terms. Every-
body will remember what passed, and
what violent opposition-the word is
Parliamentary as well as correct-was
raised to that proposition by the
Reform party, led by the hon. gentle-
inan who now leads the Government,
and this opposition was so strong and
so factious that better terms could not
have been voted if it had not been for
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the majority given by the Province of
Quebec.

This action kept ourgood friends in
the Lower Provinces from preventing
the consolidation of Confederation,
originated by our great statesman.
We do not ask for thanks in politics,
for our own interests rather than
friendly sentiments govern our poli-
tical actions. The gentlemen of Upper
Canada stated at the time, with regard
to the efforts of the then Opposition:-
"You believe you have done a great

thing with reference to better terms,
" but you have placed Confederation
" on the verge of revolution. The
"Fren ch Canadian peasants have exhi-

bited enough intelligence to save the
"country even at the expense of an
"augmentation of their taxation."
This is what a distinguished gentleman,
whom I could name, says. I will not,
however, refer to him by name, as he
has retired from political life. Some
speakers who have preceded me, cite
the examples of France and England,
but the prosperity of one lias been
ascribed to protection, and of the other
to free-trade. This is exactly what I
said a few minutes ago -in this
Dominion, which is altogether under
peculiar circumstances, which have
nothing in common with these other
great countries, these theories do not
apply; gentlemen come into this
Ilouse filled with the doctrines and
prineiples in vogue in older countries,
and which are not at all suited to our
own. I say more, the science of free
trade is altogether erroneous, and this
system cannot by any means be univer-
sally applied with beiefit. I heard
the otLher day the lion. member for
Montreal West tell us that protection
ir this country comumeneed in 1847-48,
but the lion. mem ber was quite
astray there. This country bas
almost always had the advantage of
enormous protection in flavour of
our agriculturists, due to the policy
of Eigland. Lower Canada at that
time exported and sold grain at very
high priceq, and the French Cana-
dians attained a greater degree of
prosperity in proportion to the popu
lation than they now possess. What
occurred latei ? The repeal of the
Corn Laws. With the construction
of great public works we received

Mr. MoUSEanU.

grain at Montreal from the Great
West, and since we constructed
our canals, notably the first, Chambly,
grain was exported to the United
States at great profit. Still later wo
had the benefits of the protertion
system, so that I can say that it was
almost constant. We have had
illustrations drawn from the state of
things in England and France,· and it
is alleged that the nations have enriched
themselves and reached the high
degree of prosperity which they at
present enjoy by means of free-trade,
On the contrary, before they adopted
free-trade principles, they had a
system of protection to the extent, in
certain particulars, not only of 20, 30
or 50 but even 100 per cent. France
bas made enormous sacrifices in order
to protect her industries. They talk of
the treaty of 1860 as having been a
great step on the part of France
towards free-trade, but the hon. gentle-
men who make these statements are
completely in error, for there is a list
of products on which dutios averaging
25 per cent are levied and another list
averaging 30 per cent. Under the
operation of this systei the progress
made bas been so favourable that a
large number of articles of steel which
they had hitherto imported from
England are now manufactured in
France and exported to England. So
it is with regard to the same kind of
industry in the United States at this day.
They said, " we have coal and iron ore,
"as we have in this country-and
"consequently why should we not

establish among ourselves steel and
iron industries to as great an extent

"as in England ?" What'has been the
result. Within a few months the
systern perfectly succeeded, and they
not only make their own iron and steel
in enormous quantities, by imposing
heavy duties against foreign manufac-
tures, but they compete with England
successfully in her own market.
The hon. members have cited the
opinions of many political économists,
but there is a gentleman who now
occupies a distinguished position in
this connection. The gentleman [
refer to is Mons. Thiers, who drew
France from the frightful disasters
into which Napoleon plunged ier.
Under M. Thiers France paid off six
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millions of her indemnity in two years.
What does the great statesman say in
this regard ? lere is his statement :

"I understand that hesitation is shown re-
specting the development of certain industries
in the country ; but what I do not comprehend
is that when they are developed, they let them
perish.

"We are told that we wish an in dust rv en serre
chaude. Which are the nations th'at have
endeavored to develope their labouring inter-
ests ? They are free and intelligent peoples.

" When a foreigner brings them a product
they seek toimitate it; and nations which lack
this desire are the indolent peoples of the East.
Intelligent and free nations strive to appropriate
to themselves the products which foreigners
bring into their territories."

The example of England is constant-
ly cited. This is the example which
this great and intelligent nation has
given us: During the 14th, 15th and
16th centuries the Brabaneons possess-
ed fine woollen industries. England,
which received these products said, as
soon as she woke up to her position :
"With my wool those goods are made.
" I have the labour, the intelligence
"and the raw material, and this is
"foreign labour which is supplying my
"wants." She accordingly kept her
wools, established her own manufac-
tures, and then began the great pros-
perity of England. Isthat barbarism?
Did England soon abandon this system ?
Only a few years ago, merely for the
purpose of securing flourishing linen
industries, did she not adopt protective
tariffs, forbid the exportation of the
machinery, and give premiums to the
Irish peasants, in order to encourage
the cultivation of flax ? History
shows that not America alone
has adopted tariffs in order to develop
native industries ; but English colonies,
Canada and Australia, have had re-
course to the most vigorous protective
policy against even their miother coun-
try, in order to establish their indus-
tries on a firm basis. India herself,
with a colony of 500,000 Englishmen
settled on her territory, has framed
tariffs to encourage manufactures; and
Mr. Wentworth Dilke repeats, in con-
nection with this fact, the words which
Western America pronounces with
pride: " An agricultural should be-
"come a manufacturing peope. Some-

thing else is necessary beside the
"flourishing seaports of New York and
"Boston, the prosperous.interior cities
"of Cincinatti and Chicago; and to ob.

"tain these, it is necessary through a
"protective system to exclude foreign
"products." And, nevertheless, Mr.
Wentworth Dilke is a Free-Trader in
England, for he understands that what
is suitable for one country is not suit-
able for all; and that free trade is not
the law of the world.

These same opinions the Liberals ad-
vocated in the strongest manner at the
elections of 1871, 1872 and 1874, and
upon which they will be judged by the
country. I now come to the conside-
ration of the speech of my hon. friend
from Prummond and Arthabaska, and
I confess that I have rarcly seen
an advocate pleading a bad case
reveal, at the same time, more
audacity than the hon. member.
What astonished me the most was to
hear the hon. mnember declare that he
had always been and was still a Pro-
tectionist, and immediately afterwards
make a free-trade speech to prove
what?-that protection is hurtful to the
country. But he has not given a single
reason to explain the change apparent
in bis views within so brief a period as
the last few years. He complains that
if the tariff was raised, too onerous
burdens would be imposed upon the
people of Quebec. This argument seems
to me to be neither of much weight nor
courageous. Having advocated the
principle for several years which he
now condemns, and having thus raised
the expectations of the people in this
.connection, through their speeches and
other articles in the press, these hon.
gentlemen now aver that what
they have so powerfully contended for
would be detrimental for the country.
But the right hon. gentleman from
Kingston does not ask for an augmen-
tation of the peoples' burthens, and for
what reason thon do the hon. members
on the Ministerial side of the House-
Liberals who hold that Conservatives
should have granted protection 25
years ago--for what reason do they
say that this proposition frightens them
so greatly ? The right hon. gentle-
man is simply desirous of obtaining a
readjustment of the tariff, and this
would be perfectly possible under the
circumstances-and especially with the
assistance of such an able Finance Min-
ister as the gentleman who delivered
the xrmely eloquent speecht which
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we listened - the other day. Certain
hon. members have gone so far as- to
insult the great manufacturing inter-
ests of the country by treating them
as beggars asking for charity instead
of demanding justice. The hon. mem-
mer for Drummnond and Arthabaska
made an extremely grave accusation
against the member for Terrebonne,
stating that he was not only an ex-
treme Protcetionist but an extreme
Catholie. This is a very serious charge,
and the second accusation is worthy of
the first.

Only a few mon ths ago the journals
of this Liberal-Grit-National-Reform
Party proclaimed with a flourish of
trumpets that the hon. member for
Terrebonne was extremely liberal in
his sentiments, and was even working
against the interests of the Catholic
Church, alluding to a position lie was
said to have taken in connection with
clerical influence at elections. They
then universally a.-serted that he was
the most liberal and moderato of all
Conservatives, but to-day there is a
wonderful change. He was also said,
at St. Croix, where were present a
great many members of the opposite
party, to have almost spoken against
the Church, and the Liberals then
intimated that it was possible to coalesce
with him. They made an advance in
this connection. If he had desired it,
he could probably have obtained
the position of the Hon. President
of the Council. An hon. member
las remarked that the tail moves
the head of a political party. We
had an illustration of this last week
on the occasion of an important motion.
The Liberals allied themselves against
the President of the Council because a
wretchod Conservative, who was the
editor of a miserable Conservative
journal, had obtained a contract which
might give a profit of $100 a year. The
hon. members of this House who claim
this patronage implied that if the Hon.
President of the Council did not cancel
the contract he would be compelled to
leave the Cabinet, thereby bringing
about a humiliation extremely painful
and disagreeable and most dishonoura-
blefor the Government and the Parlia-
ment. I cannot understand how hon.
gentlemen, coming from the Province
of Quebec, could have changed ther

Mr. Xouss8AU,

opinions to so remarkable an extent
within the past few years. They now
come and intimate that they were not
properly acquainted with the subject
with which they were treating when
they demanded a re-adjustment of the
tariff for the protection of our tariff.

I exceedingly regret that public
men, who are perhaps intended to con-
duct the destinies of' Canada, and
perhaps to replace the President of the
Council and other meinbers of the
Cabinet, should have treated so im-
portant a subject with such levity as
to come before the hon. members of
this House, and say that really they
did not understand the matters con-
cerniing which they formerly spoke.
I hope that hon. members will forget
their party prejudices, and remember
that there arc subjects which are of
more importance than mere party in-
terests-the great interests of the
country. I am convinced that my
hon. friend from Drummond and Arthar
baska, having refiected more deeply
over the question, will adopt a different
course ; also that the hon. member. for
Megantic vill retrace his steps, and
that apologising to their constituents
and their country for their late expres-
sions of opinion, both hon. gentlemen
will cast their votes in favour of my
right hon. friend's motion.

Mr. FLEMING moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
would prefer if this motion could be
decided at once. If there was to be au
adjournment of the debate it must
proceed on Monday. The right hon.
gentleman had moved a resolution of
want of confide'uce, and the Govern-
ment must know whether they had
the confidence ofthe House or not.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
if the debate were adjourned it could
only be resumed, according to the
Rules of the House, on Tuesday,
unless the House unanimously consent-
ed to procoed with it on Monday. This
might not be a motion of want of con-
fidence unless the Premier considered
it one.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said ho was
afraid he would have to consider dt a
want of confidence motion,' though he
might weather it, and the debate must

Supply.
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prQceed on Monday. This had been
the practice of the right hon. gentle-,
man himself.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it had been
the invariable practice of the right
hon. member when he was Leader of
the Government to insist on such
motions being discussed to the exclu-
sion of all other business until a vote
was reached. It was the uniform prac-
tice in England.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
vas not the practice in England, and
never had been. The hon. gentleman
ought to know better, and there was no
excuse for his statement. The prac-
tise in England was this-the Govern-
ment might, and sometimes did, refuse
to go on with any Government busi-
ness until such motions were decided,
but they never deferred private busi-
ness.

Hion. Mr. HOLTON said he under-
stood some motions which were attacks
on the Governinent policy went over
to Government days, but not a serious
one like this, which, if carried, would
have the effect of displacing them.
The hon. gentleman knew it was quite
immaterial to him personally whether
the debate would be continued on
Monday or Tuesday, because he
would not be present either day,
but he thought his view was the sound
one. He was under the impression if
he were to move that the debate be
coatinued on Monday, it would be quite
in order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
no rule of this House could be altered
without due notice, or there might as
well be no rules at all. If there were
a universal consent of course the agree-
ment of all parties would set aside the
rule. In the interest of free discussion
and a free Parliament, the minority
had a right to insist upon the rales of
the House being carried out.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
member had better add to his motion
that it be the first order of the day on
Monday.

Mr. FLEMING-Moved that the
debate be adjourned until Monday.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I object to
an addition to a motion which I have
iseconded. I hope the Government will
nlot press this matter.

44

Mr. SPEAKER-When the Govern.
ment declare they regard any motion as
want of confidenc, it has been usual to
continue the debate without interrup-
tion, but whether any member has an
object is another matter.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested that if tha debate should be
ceontinued on Monday, Tuesday should
be given to the private members.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
could not consent to this.

After some further discussion Mr.
Speaker said it was the custom to give
precedence to want of confidence
motions, but he could see no rule for
it. This seemed to be an exceptional
case. Usually the Opposition w anted
to press a motion of want of confidence,
and facilities were given by the Gov-
ernment for the discussion.

The motion to adjourn the debate
was carried, and the louse adjourned
at Fifteen minutes past one o'clock.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, March 13, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the chairat Three

o'clock.
BILL INTRODUCED.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON-To amend
the charter of the St. Lawrence Bank,
and change the name of said Bank.

MOTIONS OF WANT OF CONFIDENCE.

Mr. SPEAKER-I have looked more
carefully into the question raised on
Friday last, and as it is a matter of
some importance, I think it is my duty
to explain the reasons which strengthen
my decision. I found in the first place
that Mr. Todd had already a note on
the subject attached to his very valu-
able work, in which, indeed, he does
not treat this point directly at all. His
note is this:-" It is usual to give pri-
"ority over other business to a formal
"motion of want of confidence, but not
"to a resolution embodying a less direct
"expression of opinion adverse to the
"policy of Ministers,however seriously
"such a motion may be regarded in its
"ultimate consequences." This is a note
prepared some time ago by Mr. Todd,
which I found in his work. I think,
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however, there is some reason to doubt
whether that note does distinctly and
fully express even the practice
of the 1House of Commons. I find
in May, 1841, when Sir Robert
Peel moved what is known as the first
direct motion of want of confidence
in the Ministry of the day, after a
very lengthy debate on the subject,
when the time came for an adjourn-
ment (the debate took place on a
Thursday) Sir Robert Peel instead
of claiming as a matter of right that it
should proceed on the following
Wednesday (the Ilouse adjourned over
to that day), put it to the leader of the
Ionse, Lord John Russell, asking him
whether it could not be arranged that
the debaf e should proceed on the next
day. Lord John Russell's reply was
in substance that he thought the mat-
ter cculd be arranged, and the debate
accordingly did proceed on the next
day. It will be seen, howev-er, that it
was not because of any right claimed
by the leader of the Opposition to per-
sist in carrying on the discussion, but
as a rnatter of arrangement between
the two parties of the House. The
Ministers then, as on other occasions,
furnished facilities to those who as-
sailed them to pursue the attack to its
ultimate issue. I find again a mo-
tion arising on the 6th June, 1872,
which involved, according to the view
of the Ministry themselves, a question
of confidence in their administration.
The question was then raised whether
the debate should proceed continuously,
and Mr. Gladstone expressed himself
in these words:-

" I do not wish to be held bound even by
silence to the doctrines that every motion to
be made in this House, which the Government
may regard as involving a vote of censure, is
therefore to receive precedence of all other
business and is to be made the subject of
immediate discussion. There are various
qualificatinns to be attached to that doctrine-
qualifications according to the circumstances
of the case; qualifications according, also, to
the intention of the member by whom the
motion is made; qualifications according to the
support which that motion receives from large
portions of the House; and, finally, let me
add, qualifications according to the bearing of
the motion upon the public interests at the
t'me. Because it is perfectly conceivable that
a vote might be moved, not like that of my
noble friend, to which he disclaims attaching
the character of a vote of censure, and which
might receive considerable support, but for the
immediate discussion cf which, nevertheless, it
might be contrary to the duty of the Govern-

Mr. SPEAKER.

ment to give extraordinary means, if in their
conviction and knowlege it was likelv to be
injurious to great public interests."

Here again Mr. Gladstone speaks.
from the standpoint-in fact on the
ground-that it rested with the Gov-
ernment to determine whether they
would afford facilities to the Opposition.
I cannot succeed in finding any case
in which the parties who moved a mo-
tion of want of confidence were not
willing to proceed with it. There is
another occasion almoFt directly in
point. It was in November, 1852,
when the Liberal party in the House,
through Mr. Villiers, while the Budget
was under consideration, made an at-
tack on the Government of the day,
proposing a series ot his famous resolu
tions in favour of the question of free-
trade in broad terms, very much as
the resolution we have on the other
side in this House. That was accepted
as an attack on the policy of the Gov-
ernment, an attack involving their ex-
istence. It came up after formal'
notice of motion, and an amendment
was moved to it by the Chancellor of
the Exchequer. The fate of the Gov-
ernment depended on that; the debate
commenced on Tuesday, and I find it
recorded here:-" The House adjourned
"until Thursday, Wednesday being a
"public day. The question was not
"pressed by either party. The Govern-
"ment did not invite the Opposition to
" proceed with the debate, and as a mat-
" ter of course the rights ofthe members
"to their private day were regarded, the
"debate being adjourned till Thursday."
That I consider a case so much in
point as to leave no doubt as to my
ruling on Friday. 1 am glad to see by
these piecedents that I ruled correctly
on Friday night last.

THE ST. LAWRENCE LND OTTAWA
RAILWAY ACT.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole-(Mr. Burpee, Sunbury, in
in the chair) to consider an Act further
to amend " The St. Lawrence and Otta-
wa Railway Act as amended by Stand-
ing Committee on railways, canais and
telegra:h lines."

Mr. BLAIN said touching the 18th
Section, providing that if parties hold-
ing first and second claims did not
accept payment, interest should cease,

Ottawa -Railway Act.
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it seemed to him, tha. this would ilter
their position, and he desi ed to learn
whether their consent had been ob-
tained.

iLon. Mr. SHITH replied that this
matter had been taken into special
consideration, but on the whole it did
not seem to be of sufficient importance,
to prevent the object of the Bill being
attained. Some persons had seven,
and others, eight per cent., and some

laims were drawn for seven-others
for eight and twenty years. On
receipt of thirty days' notice they
would be obliged to accept the money,
and the bondholders were quite willing
to take it at any time.

The Committee rose and 'reported,
and the Bill was read the third time
and passed.

COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS' ASSOCIAT[ON.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) moved
the second reading of the Bill intituled
an Act to amend the Act to incorpo-
rate the Commercial Travellers' Asso-
ciation of Canada.

The motion was carried.

CANADA SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

Mr. OLIVER moved the second
reading of the Bill intituled an Act
to empower the Canada Southern Rail-
way Company to issue preference stock.

Mi. MACDOUGA LL (Elgin) stated
that Le would have no objection to the
second reading if he were permitted to
make suggestions or move amend-
ments, if advisable, when the Bill came
befoie the House after being con
sidei ed by the Railway Committee.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE thought it
would be more conveninent if any
objections entertained were submitted
immediately, and invited the hon.
inember from Oxford to explain the
purpose of the Bill.

Mr. OLIVER stated that lie had
informed the hon. member fbr Elgin
that when the Bill came before
the Railway Comnittee, if he
(Mr. Macdougall) had any objection
to offer to it ho would endeavour to ob-
tain for him-as well as for any other
person under the same circumstances
-a hearing. The provisions of the Bill
were similar to those of Bills passed
during the last Session, being simply
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intended to enpower the Company to
issue preference stock for five millions,
to be used in the paynent of overdue
interest and in the redemption of a
certain amount offirst preference bonds
of a previous issue, the consent of the
holders having been obtained; also for
the issue of second preference stock to
the extent of $2,500,000 in order to
r'edocm $2,500,000 of similar bonds.
His only objeet at present was to have
the Bill reterred to the Committee,
when al objections could be consid-
ered.

M-Ur. PALMiER was of opinion that
it would be very much botter if there
was a clause permiting the consent of
parties whose inîterests wei-e affected
in this connection.

The Bill was read the second time.

MAIN-À-DIEU.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Bruton)-
Is it the intention of the Government
to provide funds for building a break-
water at the Port of Main-à-bieu, N. S.,
this year ?

lHon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Lt is not
their intention.

DELIVERY OF LETTERS.

Mr. PELLETIER-Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to extend the
system of free delivery of letters to St
Sauveur, one of te suburbs of the City
of Quebec?

lon. Mr. HIUNTINGDON-The
suijoct is under consideration.

INIDIANS IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

Mr. COST[GAN-1s it the intention
of the Uovernnent to appoint a Resi-
dient Indian Commissioier at Tobi-
que, New Brunswick, in acco-dance
with the wish of 'those interested in
the Indian Reser ve at that place; and
in order to reduce the cost of manag-
ing the affairs of said Reserve ?

lIon. Mr. LAIRD replied that the
prescnt number was quite sufficient.

MAIL FACILITIES.

lon. Mr'. BLANCHET-s it the iii-
tention of the Goverineat togive three
mails per week to, St. Cajetan d' Ar-
magh and to St. Magloire, in the Couity
of Bellechasse ?
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lon. Mr. HUNTINGDON-I may
say that the Government have no such
intention.

SUPPLY OF RAILS.

lion. Mr. MITCHELL-Have the
Government entered into any engage-
ment with any person or persons,
-company or companies, in the Pro-
vince of New Br'unswick, to supply
them with rails to promote the con-
struction of railways ; and if so, what
railways, and who are the parties and
companies, and what are the conditions
of such arrangements?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
think that any such answer as was
desired should be given. However,
he mnight state that the Government
had allowed the temporary use of rails
by several branches, such as the Cha-
hain branch, connecting with impor-
tant points on the Intercolonial ; three
or four of these roads had applied for
this privilege, and lie proposed at an
early date to bring the matter for-
nially before Parliament.

GRAND NARROWS, NOVA SCOTIA.

Mr. TREIAINE--Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to bauild a pier
or brakewater on the north side of
the Grand Narrows, Victoria County,
Nova Scotia ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-This sub-
ject has not been under the considera-
tion of the Government.

BRAS D'OR LAKE.

Mr. TREMAINE-Is it the intention
of the Government to place buoys on
the Bras D'Or Lake to mark the sev-
eral shoals between Grand Narrows
and Baddeck, and between Baddeck
and Little Narrows, Saint Patrick's
Channel ?

lon. Mr. SMITII-I am not in the
possession of sufficient information to
enable me to give an answer; but I
will make enquiries, and if the work
is necessary it will be done.

SHIPPING CERTIFICATES.

Mr. FORBES moved for an Address
to His Excellency the Governor-Gen-
oral for all correspondence between
the Dominion Government and the

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET.

Imperial Government; also between
the Local Governments of the Mari-
time Provinces and the Dominion
Government, relating to certificates of
service granted by the Dominion to
captains in the Merchant Service
before 1871.

In explaining the motion, he said it
was well known that the merchant
marine had rendered good service to
the State, and the motion before the
House was certainly one that called
for the consideration of Government.
Canadian captains in English ports
were met with the fact that they
were unable to clear th'eir ships
with the Canadian certificate of ser-
vice. . In 1872 a law was passed in
Canada providing that captains in the
marine service of the Dominion,
upon producing certificates of merit,
should receive certiticates of ser-
vice which should carry their
ships anywhere in the world. These
captains had always done their
duty, and were universally regarded as
competent men. The English law, on
which our Statute is based, allowed
English captains to take their vessels
wherever they went, whereas Canadian
ships were prevented from sailing
from England to other ports on Cana-
dian certificates of service. Under
these circumstances Canadian seamen
were labouring under a disadvantage.
He could not sec in what way Cana-
dians were inferior to the masters of
British ships who sailed in British
vessels registered in England. Cana-
dian vessels sailed from Dominion
ports registered in the Dominion. The
question arose, had the Imperial Gov-
ernment any control over Canadian
shipping, and it was a question which
was disturbing the mind of the Cana-
dian shipping masters generally. The
disability under which Canadian cap-
tains suffered was a reflection upon
their seamanship. Hle thought that it
was a subject to which the Government
should give their earnest consideration,
and which called for active measures
on their part.

Hon. Mr. SMITH said there certainly
was no objection to bringing down the
papers there were on the subject, and
while he thought there was some force
in the remarks of his hon. friend, he did
not altogether coincide with his views.
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In 1854 a Bill was passed in the Eng-
lish Parliar-ent authorizing the pri-
vate examination of masters and
mates; and providing that any person
having been a master on January 1,
1854, should be entitled, as a matter of
right, to a certificate of service. An
Act was passed in Canada in 1870 pro-
viding that masters of ships were en-
titled to certificates of service, as a
matter of course, without any exami-
nation, on a certificate of good conduct
being produced. He did not think
there existed any difficulty in regard
to the matter. There were very few
of these certificates granted, and they
were getting fewer and fewer every
year. Many of the persons who held
these certificates were undergoing ex-
amination for certificates of compe-
tency. le would bring down the
papers at as early a day as possible.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said this was
a matter of some considerable impor-
tance when legislaition was going on
in England affecting the merchant
shipping of our country. One of the
great objects we should have in view
in Canada was to endeavour to get as
much relief as possible from interfe-
rence on the part of the Imperial
Parliament. In dealing with the
matter we should be able to say,
" we ask nothing unreasonable, and

we ask nothing that you would not
"be prepared to deal out to your own
" people." His hcn. friend from
Queen's made a statenent which was
not quite accurate. He had said an
English captain could go to any port
in the world. This was not so. There
were two classes of certificates issued
bv the Board of Trade, the first of
which would enable a master to take
his vessel into any port in any part of
the world, while the other class applied
to home vessels. Some time ago the
Dominion Government applied to the
British Board of Trade for permission
to legislate upon this subject, and in-
troduced a Bill into the Dominion Par-
liaient similar to the one passed in
England in 1854.

The English officials who had superin-
tendence of the shipping interests of
Great Britain did not like to give the
same classification to certificates grant-
el by Canadian authorities as to those
granted by English examiners. It

took about three years to convince
them that we were just as capable of
conducting an examination, just as
sensitive about the standing and char-
acter of our shipmaste'rs, and just as
careful in regulating ou sbipping
interests as they were in England.
While they were slow to give way,
the English authorities were always
prepared to concede what was fair
when just reasons were put forward.
He thought it would be very impolitic
to ask them now to give a higher
standard to our shipmasters than
to others. In order to have our certi-
ficates of competency recognized in
England, it was found that our exami-
nations would need to be pretty strict,
and this would be likely to exclude a
considerable nuiner of officers who
had charge of ships for many years,
and were good practical men though
they did not possess the scientific
knowledge necessary. It was found
advisable to relieve them just as was
done in England, not because it was
thought desirable, but because it was
considered unwise to throw a largenum-
ber of men out of occupation. It mnust
be remembered that the English Act
was passed in 1854, and consequently
but a sinall percentage of English ship-
masters of that tirme were alive to avail
themselves of certificates of service.

Mr. MILLS-That does not affect
the principle.

Ilon. Mr. MITCHELL said he was
aware of that, but he conceived we
were weakening our position when we
asked another Governmont to give our
certificates a higher standing than
thev gave their own.

Mr. FORBES-I do not ask for that.
lon. Mr. MITCHELL said the hon.

gentleman asked fou the papers for the
purpose of getting these certificates
recognized in England, where very few
such certificates were now in force.
We had made very respectable progress
in obtaining independence in legislating
on this subject. We had only now to
ask exemption from British legislation
when we had legislated for ourselves.
The number of British ship masters
who held certificates of service under
the Act of 1854 was very small indeed,
and when the hon. member for Queen's
asked to have such certificates granted
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under the Canadian Act of 1870, he re-
quested too much. Our Act had worked
admirably, and there had been hardly
any complaints against it. Instead of
adopting this course, the hon. member
for Queen's should advise masters who
had certificates of service to educate
themselves in the scientific part of
their profession, and fit themselves for
obtaining certificates of competency.
That was what was contemplated when
the Act vas passed in 1870. He did
not rise to oppose this motion, but for
the purpose of setting the matter right,
and calling the attention of the House
to the very important question now
raised. While he highly approved
of the hon. gentleman's object to raise
the standard of the people of his own
country, he should not give any just
ground to the Government or Parlia-
ment of England, to refuse what we
might more legitimately ask, and
that was that the British legislation
now under the consideration of the
Imperial Parliament ishall not .affect
our shipping.

Mr. PALMER said the hon member
or Queen's was not the only one who

had heard complaints on this subject,
beciause he (Mr. Palmer) had heard
them in his own constituency. Now,
either we had the power to pass the
Act of 1870. or we had not. It was
utter absurdity to allow a ship to clear
from a Canadian port when she would
not be allowed to clear froin an Eng.
lish port under the same master. It
would be better to give no certificate
at all than have this state of things
continue. He held this Parliament
had a perfect right to legislate on .the
subject, and ho denied the right of the
Imperial Government constitutionally
to make a different rule for Canadian
from what they did for foreign ships.
The moment they granted this Parlia-
ment the right to legislate for their
own shipping and govern their own
affairs, they had no right to interfere
with them in such a manner. Just as
well might they undertake to regulate
a factory in New Brunswick as the
shipping of this country, except for
quarantine or other matters which
would be applicable to foreign ships.

It was totally inconsistent for them
to regulate the daties of masters to
ailors, and ofsailors to masters. The

Ion. Mr. MITCHELL.

system was most vicious in its naturC,
and surely it required as much skill
to sail a vessel from Liverpool t
Halifax, as from Halifax to Liverpool.

Mr. MILLS did not fully understand
the position of the hon. member
from Northumberland, who demanded
that the classification of ships should
be under the control of the Parliament
of Canada, and yet ho assurred theim
that he asked the Imperial Govern-
ment to concede as a favour, what cer-
tainly belongs to Canada as a right.
This was a very extraordinary
position ; and to his mind had
somewhat conplicated this question of
jurisdiction. It was perfectly clear
that the Dominion possessed power to
legislate exclusively on this subject.
Our Constitution was a compact be-
tween the various Provinces, a part of
whose former powers of legislation we
beld.

Hon. Mr. SMITIH asked bis hon.
friend, if he thought that this Parlia-
ment had power to compel the au-
thorities in England, while our ships
were in British waters, to recognize
the authority of its acts.

Mr. MILLS admitted that the Im-
perial Parliament could take away the
legislative authority conferred under
the British North American Act,
though this would be an act of bad
faith and ofviolence; also that it could
legislate for Canadian ships in the
waters of Great Britain as weil as for
American or French shipping; all
we asked was to be let alone. We had
the authority he had mentioned and
must exercise it exclusively.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL explained
that what ho had asked as a favour
was not a righit to have Canadian cer-
tificates recognized in British ports,
and consequently ho had not compli-
ca'ed the question.

Mr. MILLS held that the Imperial
Parliament had nothing to do with
Canadian, any more than with Ameri-
can certificates; and this, in his opinion,
involved the whole question.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-What about
Canadian certificates for the masters
ofBritish ships ?

Mr. MILLS-That is an entii'ely
different matter. The British North
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American Act had conferred on the
Dominion the powers belonging to the

old Provinces. The IMerchants' Ship-
ping Act of England, passed in 1854,
also applied to Canada as a Canadian
law, but distinctly and separately from
its being an English Act, and when
it was amended in England the amend-
ments did not extend to this country.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-That is not in-
volved in this question.

Mr. MILLS-I think so.

Hon. Mr. SMITH--The effect of the
legislation is simply this :-The Cana-
dian master with a Canadian certifi-
cate in his pocket, can go to England
and take charge of a British ship in a
British port, to sail to any part of the
world; consequently the certificate of
a Canadian master bas the same force
and validity in England as the British
,certificate.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Tbat is the
point.

Mr. MILLS-The point was not
what the mast' r's rights on a British
ship were, under the provisions of a law
entire.y distinct tron the Merehants'
Shipping Act-under an Imperial Act
conferring power in referenc., to En-
lish shipping. He supposed .hat this
would be ad.aitted by his hon. fri'nd
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

Hon. Mr. SMITII-No.

Mr. M[LLS-In interferin r with
our masters they are acting in direct
contravention of the powers conferred
-on us.

Mr. FORBS considerei that the
difficulty originated with the course
taken by the late Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. He venitured to affirm
that from this time forward until next
year many complaints would be made
in this connection. They were told
that the masters of Canadian ships
cou1d again go to school ; but some of
them had conmanded vessels for
twenty-five years. A hardship was
felt in this relation by ship-owners as
well, and he hel i that the matter
merited considera ion from the Govern-
ment. It was evident that the hon.
member for Northumberland did not
-consider that Canadian were equal in
:ability to British ship masters, or he

would nover have insultod the former,
as he (Mr. Forbes) thought the hon.
member had done. He hoped that as
the Hon. Minister of Marine and
Fisheries was himselfdeeply inteirested
in the shipping interest, this question
would.recei-e the attention itdeserved.

Mr. KILLAM thanked the Board
of Trade for the action it had
taken in this connection in the public
interest, preventing owners of vessels
from engaging incompetent masters.
If these captains had sailed since 1870
until now, and were unable to obtain
certificates on examination in this
country or England, it was tiie they
should go to school.

The motion was carried.
THE GATINEAU BOOM CONTRACT.

Hon. Mr. T UPPER moved for a
message to Senate praying for copy of
report made by Select Committee of
that Hon. House during last Session on
the subject of the construction of
booms, piers and other works on the
Gatineau.

Delay had taken place in connection
with a communication between the
Post Office and Public Works' Depart-
ment, and the question arose as to
the time when the tender which was
in question had been actually sent to
the Government; in consequence the
Minister of Public Works felt it his
,duty to decide that the tender of
another party, not the lowest, should
be accepted.

A good deal of attention had been
given to this subject, and a Committee
appointed in the other branch of the
Legislature having examined into it,
held that under the circunstances the
Goverment would be warranted in mak-
ing payment to MNr. Palen, whose tender
had been the lowest, for the work he
had performed. This was perhaps
done somewhat irregularly. Mr. Palei
ha 1 been requested by the person
whose duty this was, his tender being
the lowest, to go to work in order that
time might be saved, as this officer
was under the impression that it was
very important to do so. He asked
the Hon. Minister of Public Works
whether under these circumstances Mr.
Palen should not be remune'ated for
the expenditure he had made on the
work mentioned.

Th'fe Gatineau ( M ARcn 13, 1876.]



c08 Wharfage

He was quite satisfied that the
Government, in reviewing the case,
would discover that there had been
some irregularities connected with it.
He was also satisfied that bis hon.
friend the Minister of Publie Works
would- not be disposed to see an
injustice done to a private individual
who was given instructions by an
Officer of the Department.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
Mr. Palen had no right to make
complaint in this particular. The
proceedings were strictly regular and
in accordance with the usage of the
Department. It was alleged that it
was because Mr. Palen was politically
opposed to the Government, and the
other parties were partically in favour
of the Governent, that he did not
receive the contract. With ieference
to that he could nnly say Mr. Palen on
the contrary said he had been and was
then a supporter of the Government.
Mr. Palen was the only one of the
parties he saw and he knew none. le-
(Mr. Mackenzie) was satisfied in the
tirst place that the tender of Mr. Palen
was not in time, and he was at this
moment satisfied that the tender was
not in time. As there was some doubt
in regard to this, it was agreed by his
deputy and himself that they would
open the tenders and have them ex-
tended. An improper notification
took place, and he thought the Govern-
ment would be disposed to consider
how far that improper notification led
to any expenditure on Mr. Palen's part
before he was notified not to proceed.
To that extent he (Mr. Mackenzie) was
willing the matter should be consider-
ed, and would state that Mr. Palen
should receive whatever he was en-
titled to under these circuistances.

Mr. BOWELL thought the First
Minister went a little too far when he
said Mr. Palon had no cause to com-
plain. Whether improperly or not,
Mr. Palen received instructions to go
on with the work on the booms on the
9th, and did net receive orders to stop
work until the 16th. Mr. Bowell then
read the Senate report on the subject
in support of this statement.

Hon. Mr. BLAKF-The report was
not adopted.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

Mr. BOWELL said it would have'
been adopted, and amounted to the
same thing.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said, know-
ing a little of this matter he was glad
to have heard the Pirst Minister state
that he was disposed to tako tbe mat-
ter into favourable consideration. Mr.
Palen had reason to complain of the
manner in which he had been treated,
and lie thougb t he had a right to expect
from the Department some little re-
muneration for his expenditure.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE referred to
the evidence given by Mir. Merrill be-
fore the Senate Committee, showing
that Mr. Palen was notified between
the Thursday and Saturday that the,
contract had been awarded to an-
other party, and that on the following
Monday he put from 50 to 100 men at
work.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thoughtthe mat-
ter might safely be left with the First
Minister after the statement le Lad
made, and he had no doubt the hon.
gentleman would do substantial justicer
to the cas.e

The motion was carried.
WHARFAGE CHARGES.

Mr. ROBILL ARD moved for a Coi-
nit'ee of the Whole to consider the

following resolutions:-
Il Resolvd-That it is expedient to provide

that each and every person who may have
constructed or may be in possession of a wharf
on any navigable water in Canada, such wharf
not being within the limits assigned by com-
petent authority to any Corporation ot Har-
bour Commissioners, so long as the said wharf
shall be maintained in good repair and fit for
public use, may levy on vessels moored to
such wharf and upon ail goods landed or
shipped or deposited thereon (except arms,
amunition, and military accoutrements and
other amunitions of war, for the use of
Government or for the defence of the Do.
minion, and except also vessels wholly
laden therewith), the sev rai rates and dues.
mentioncd in the Schedule appended to the
Act of the Parliament of Canada, passed in
the 36th year of Her Majesty's Reign and
chaptered 61, subject to the rigbt of
the Governor in Council to suspend at
any time such power to collect the s id
rates and dues, or to order the demolition and
removal of such wharf should he consider it
advibable in the public interest so to do."

Mr. TUPPER-I would like to.
know if my hon. friend the Minister
of Justice has read the resolution.
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Hon Mr. BLAKE-I have heard it
read before, and I understand my
hon. friend the First Minister has
consented to allow the early stage
to be taken with the view to the
discussion taking place on the second
reading of the Bill.

The House then went into Commit-
tee of the Whole-Mr. Pelletier, in the
Chair.

The resolutions passed through Com-
mittee without amendment and were
reported. The report to be received
to-morrow.

FISHING LICENSES.

Mr. GILLMQR moved an Address
to His Excellency the Governor Gene-
ral for a statement of all licenses
issued for fishing weirs or traps
in the Provinces of New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia for the years
1874 and 1875 ; also a statement of the
tax collected each year from the same
source. He said in the county which
he had the honour to represent the fish-
ing interests was very considerable, as
would be shown by the following stat-
istics taken from the last census. In
his county there were in 1871 no less
than 70 vessels engaged in the business;
they were manned by 322 men. There
were also 687 boats, manned by 1,040
men, besides 130 men engaged in the
sane business on the shore. They
used 47,828 fathoms of nets. In
1871 they produced 475 barrels of
mackerel, 10,104 quintals of codfish,
15,722 quintals of pollock, hake and
haddock ; 124,140 barrels of herrings,
and 59,943 gallons of oil. In the re-
turus, smoked herrings and frozen ber-
rings, large banches of industry in the
county, were not named at all. In
these fishing industries a number of
weirs were erected which, prior to
Confederation, paid a tax of one dollar
each. Very recently that tax had
been increased to 10. His constituernts
felt this tax was oppressive, and he
would read one of several letters which
he had received on the subject. It was
as follows:-

" The owners of fish weirs in the Pay of
Passamaquoddy are dissatisfied, and feel that
the Goverument weir fax of ten dollars pet weir
a year is oppressive and unjust, inasmeuch as
it is unequal and bears hard on the poor man,
arising from the fact that most of the weirs
do nuot catch enough to pay this tax and afford

him a living besides. That is not in propor-
tion to value from the fact that a few weirs
built on first rate privileges have a large
catch, while others, and they are the greatest
number, are built on poor privileges and get
a small catch.

" We hope this unequal and unjust tax of
ten dollars a year may be removed by reducing
it to one dollar as heretofore, or by making it
equal and in proportion according to the
privilege on which the weir is built ; they
may be first, second or third class and taxed
accordingly. That in our humble opinion
the old tax of one dollar, as heretofore impos-
ed, is more equal and just and better suited to
our uncertain business, and more in accord
with the wishes of toiling fishermen, working-
hard and receiving little as a recompense.
They feel the ten dollar tax almost unsupport.
able."

That communication was signed by
71 of his constituents. He was not
engaged in this industry himself, but
he had visited that part of the county,
and knew something of the hardships
the fishermen had to endure. If this
tax were necessgry it should not be
imposed on all alike. The weirs were
built at a venture. Sometimes they
succeeded, but more frequently they
did not pay for the outlay, and it was
thought unjust that the unsuccessfuil
should have to pay as high a tax as
the successful. Hie hoped if the tax
could not be reduced it would at least
bo distributed more fairly. In the
summer season the fishermen laboured
under a great inconvenience from fogs.
Often it came on them when they were
four or five miles out from land, and
he had seen men and women on the
shore blowing fog horns by the hour
to guide them home. The fishermen did
not get through their labour during
the summer as the agriculturists did,
and they deserved more attention thai
they had received. There was another
grievance of which the fishermen
of Passamaquoddy Bay complained.
Under the Washington Treaty Ameri-
ean fishing vessels, well equipped,
stretched their nets for miles along the
shore, and our fishermen had to go be-
yond this line of nets in order to ob-
tain any catch at all. Those nets were
so stretched as to prevent the fish from
coming near the shore where they
could be caught from small boats. TL s
was a grievance which they knew cou d
not be redressed. They had suffered
more than any people in the Dominion
from the Washington Treaty, and the
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least that could be done for thern was
to give every consideration to their im-
portant industry. They did not come
to this Parliament asking for protec-
tion ; they only a-sked to be fairly con-
sidered in the matter of benefits accru-
ing from the distribution ofthe revenue.
H1e trusted the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries would look into this n itter,
and not only decrease the tax on the
poor toiling fishermen, but also give
thein a few fog bells and harbours of
refuge.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I an glad
to tind soinebody else objeets to the
regulations besides myself.

The motion was carried and the
House rose for recess.

AFTER REcESS.

THE GUYON ISLAND -LIGHT HOUSE.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for an Address to his Excellency
the Governor General for copies of
tenders, plans and specifications for
building a light house at Guyon Island,
.and all correspondence relating to the
same; also for a copy of the contract.

A few days since, in answer to a
question, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries had stated that tenders had
been invited for this work last sum-
mer. The lowost was submitted by a
man namel Cameron, the sum being
$2,130; the contract had, however,
been transferred to a Mr. Sinclair, and
the building was to be finished by
August next. H1e had received a letter
from another gentleman who had ten-
dered, and who complained very
strongly in this connection, represent-
ing that tenders were asked for this
work last summer, the time for their
reception extending up to the 30th of
June. Tho building was further to be
completed by the 15th of last October,
and $10 were to be dectucted daily for
any delay that might occur on the part
of the contractor after the date men-
tioned. This gentleman also affirmed
that had he known that the work was
not to be finished until August last, he
would have reducod his tender by 15
per cent., as the Guyon ,Island was
situated in the ocean, and had scarcely
a landing place, while ho understood
that the work had to be done within

Mr. GILLMOR.

quite a short period. He (Mr. MeDon-
ald) thought that an unfair advantage
had been given to the present contrac-
tor; the award night as well have
been made privatel, as in this case
the formal notices, &c., proved to be
nothing more or less than a farce. ,He
would allude to another contract if he
were permitted-

lon. MIr. MACKENZIE - Order!
order!

Mr. McDONAL-D-If not, he would
put another notice on the paper. The
circumstances were these : tenders
were invited for a marine hospital-

Mr. SPEAKER-This is an entirely
new subject; you had better pursue
the course you intimate.

Hon. Mr. SMITII had no objection
to bringing down the papers. The
contract had been in the first instance
awarded to a man named Cameron who
lived, he believed, at Halifax. He was
notified, and his partner replied that
he would accept. Subsequently, how-
ever, Cameron could not be found; and
the work was given to Mr. Sinclair,
who had sent in the next lowost ten-
der, being some $60, he thought, above
that of the former. A considerable
period had intervened. and accordingly
the time was of necessity extended.
He considered that thev had in this
acted in the public interest, as adver-
tisements for tenders, &c., requwred
quite a large expenditure. He would
be glad if the hon. member for Cape
Breton would name the person fron
whom he had received a letter.

Mr. McDONALD-It was Mr. Poole,
who also tendered,

Hon. Mr. SMITH-What was the
amount ?

Mr. McDONALD-He does not
state.

Hon. Mr. SMITH remarked that if
he recollected aright this tender was
largely in excess of those he accepted
-to the extent of some hundreds, or
thousands, he believed.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that this
was an extraordinary statement. His
hon. friend ought to be more precise in
the information ho gave the House than
to speak of a difference of hundreds or
thousands of dollars.
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lion. Mr. SITII-It is very extra-
ordinary, but nevertheless truc.

The motion was carried.

THE SHIPPING INTERESTS.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL had the honour
to place on the records of the louse the
following resolution for an Address to
Her Majesty, as the opinion of the
Hlouse-that any legislation affecting
British inerchant shipping which may
be adopted by the Imperial Parliament
should not include in its operation
Canadian tonnage, or if such legislation
should be applied to Canadian tonnage,
it should also include foreign tonnage,
in order that no advantage should be
had by the latter over the former by
the eflect of such proposed Imperial
legi Aatin. He direeted to this matter
the attention of the hon. member for
Bothwell, who was inclined to be
abstract rather than practical in this
relation. With his advanced views
touching the powers conferred under
the British North A inerican Act, more
espeeially with respect to the subject
of shipping, he ( Mr. Miîchell ),
however, fully sympathised. There
had been great reason for the course
which Mr. Plimsoll had pursued ; but
like all sentimental legislation, the ac-
tion which had therefrom resulted had
gone far beyond the bounds of pru-
dence. He felt a deep sympathy with
Mr. Plimsoll in nany of his represen-
tations; but within the past five years
but few cases on the Canadian records
could be found to -which Mr. Plimsoll's
assertions would apply; therefore he
held that to Canadian tonnage and ship-
owners, the legislation contemplated
by the Imperial Parliament shouli
not extend. On the 7th of March,
1872, this matter lad been in point of
fact taken up by the late Administra-
tion, and action determined upon.

On the 7th of March, 1872, Le found
lm a report which he (Mr. Mitchell)
had himself made to Council, he called
the attention of the Government to a
nemorial received from the merchants
and ship-owners of Halifax, and recom-
mended that a Bill be submitted to
meet the requirements of that memor-
ail. le found on the 2nd of May fol-

lowing, a petition received from the
merchants and ship-owners of St. John,
signed by nineteen-twentieths of them,

praying for the passage of an A.ct to
facilitate the organization of a Cana-
dian Lloyd's legistry and Classifica-
tion of Shipping. That niemorial was
sent in fron the merchants. and ship-
owners of St. John in consequence of
the Plimsoll i-movement in Eniîgland.

Mr. McLEOD--Did not the saie
)arties petition against the establish-

ment of a Canadian Lloyds ?

lon. Mr. MITCHELL said he leld
in his hand a petition in favour of it
which le then read as follows :-

"CITY OF ST. JOHN, PROvINcE OF NEw
"BRUNswIcK, DoMINION OF CANADA.

"2nd May, 1873.
"The undersigned, merchants, ship-owners,

underwriters and others, beg respectfully to
say:

"That in their opinion the best interests of
Canadian Shipping would be greatly advanced
and protected by His Excellency the Governor
General and their Honours the Members of the
Privy Council of Canada introducing a mea .
sure to facilitate the organization of a Cana-
dian Lloyds Registry and Classification of
shipping: and

"That provision be made to give the respec-
tive Local Baards of Trade a representation in
such Association through their President and
Vice-President, whom it would be desirable to
appoint ex o.licio, or in their room two other
members to be chosen by each of the said res-
pective Boards as members of the Committee
ofelassification, and further;

" That it would be expedient to g:ant that
all the Canadian tonnage, at the time of the
opening of the said Dominion Lloyds, which is
classed in Lloyds Register of British and For-
eign Shipping, or in Bureau Verilas, or which
is in course of classification in these Registers,
and when so classed shal be transferred to the
Canada Lloyds Registry Book, and receive
therein a similar rating for the unexpired term
of their class free from any charge.

" (Signed.)

"Z. Ring,
Rob. Robertson & Son,
Hall & Fairweather,
L McMann & Son,
Henry Vaughan,
Turnbull & Co ,
Geo. S. D. Forest,
Wm. Davidson,
John Fisher,
Scammell Bros.,
J. & W. F. Harrison,
Geo. F. Smith,
John W. Nicholson,
J. Armstrong & Co.,
Thos. Gilbert,
R. A. Chapman & Co.,
L. H. DeVeber& Sons,
Fras. Clementson,
Jardine & Co.,
Geo. Eaton,
M. Sabiston,
Vroom & Arnol',
Thos. A. Temple,
Wm. & James Lawton,
Guy Stewart & Co.,

Joshua S. Turner,
Allan Brothers
D. R. & C. F. Ëatoni,
Schofield & Beer,
Daniel & Boyd,
C. M. Gardner,
Taylor Bros.
Robert Marshall,
Thomas R. Jones & Co.,
James F. Cruickshank,
Cruickshank& Pitfield
Simeon Jones & Co.,
R. E. Puddington,
R. D. McArthur,
C. P. Clarke,
W. F. Butt,
Magee Bros.,
Alex. Yeats & Sons,
Edwin Frost,
A. & J. Robinson,
R. Blair,
Geo. Carvell,
Geo. W. Geron,
R. P. McGivern,
M. Lawrence,
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Troop & Son, Charles King,
D. V. Roberts, William Gardner,
D. J. McLaughton, jr., George MeKean,
Quill & Goodwin, John Stewart,
J. & R. Milligan, F. Tufts,
T. McCarthy & Son, Melick & Jordan,
Ellis & Armstrong, Allan McLean,
John Holden, James A.. Harding,
White Brothers, A. D. Lewin,
Henry Stewart, William E der,
Walters & McLaughlanJ. H. Vaughan,
Thomas Furlong, G. S. Baker,
Edwin Fisher, James E. White,
Prichard & Son, Eastabrooks & Gleeson
William Firth, Lewis Rivers.
"To Hon. P. Mitchell,

"Minister of Marine and Fisheries. &c.,
" Ottawa."

Whether they had changed their
minds or not since that he could not
tell; what he could say was, that the
hon. member for Kent was one of a
delegation who came to Ottawa and
induced him (Mr. Mitchell) to pre-
pare a measure and insert the neces-
sary clause empowering the Govern-
ment to enforce it ait any tine. On
the 5th of May ho received the follow-
ing telegram
(" By Telegraph from St. John, N. B., to ion.

Peter Mitchell.)

"OTTAWA, 5th May, 1873.
"Add to petition in favour of Canada Lloyds

mailed in triplicate, Hon. William Muirhead,
Hon. John Robertgon, William Munro, HoU.
James DeVeber, Steeves, Hillyard and Rud-
derick, J. D. McDonald, David D. Robertson,
R. J. Leonard, Thomas MacLelan, Thomas
Edw. Mulledge, A. R. Ferguson, J. & A.
Macmillan, Edward Willis, R. G. Lunt, John
Vassie, B. R. Lawrence, Berton Brothers,
Thomas B. Buxton, Nevins, Fraser & Co.

"(Signed,) ROfERT MARsHALL."

It only required these names to com-
plete the petition. Except two ot
three shipowners, it included all the
leading nierchants of the great com-
mercial city of St. John. On the 10th
iMay he (Mr. Mitchell) wrote as fol-
lows:-

" OTTAWA, lOth May, 1873.

"The undersigned has the honour to report
to Council that lie has had brought under his
notice the Bill introduced into the Imperial
Parliament by Mr. Plimsoll, M. P,, and
others, the provisions of which will affect
detrimentally, and in his opinion unfairly, the
seagoing shipping of Canada. The Boards of
Trade, both in St. John and Halifax, and the
commercial men as well as the Parliamentary
representatives of the Maritime Provinces have
remonstrated against the proposed legislation
above alluded to; and he, therefore, recom-
mends that Her Majestv's Government be
communicated with by cable telegraph forth

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

with, and that they be respectfully requested
to urge upon Parliament the exemption of
Canadian Shipping from the operation of said
Bill, or at least to suspend the progress of it
until the Canadian Government can be heard
and their interests duly represented

A copy of the memorial from the St. John
Board of Trade is annexed.

"Respectfally submitted.
"(Signed), P. MITCHELL,

4 Mini st r of Marine and Fisheries."r

This iatter was brought under the
notice of the Government by himself
for the puipose of making representa-
tions to the Imperial Parliament. The
object of that legislation he would give
as stated in the minute dated May 14th,
1873:-

" It had been charged against him that the
legislation whi h he, as Minister of Marine,
during his administration of that office, was
detrimental to the interests of Canada. He
would refer to his record and challenge an
expression of public opinion as to the
truthfulness of such an assertion. In every-
action of his life, while head of that Depart-
ment, he had but one object in view-t>
promote the prosperity while maintaining the
rights in the shipping interest of this country.
In this despatch of May 14th, 1873, after
dealing with the whole question of Plimsoll's
grievances, and the fact while these charges.
might have been perfectly true as relating to
the shipping of Great Brit un, they could not
with truth apply to Canadian vessels."

He went on to say :-
" The Government of Canada las, accord-

ingly, submitted to the the Canadian Parlia,
ment several measures relating to and
regulating pilotage, merchant shipping and
seamen, several of which have become law,
and which are large-ly assimilated to past
Imperial legislation. Amongst these is one,
a copy of which is annexed, entitled ' An Act
relating to shipping, and for the registration,.
inspection and classification thereof,' in which
provision is made for the inspection and
classification of ships within the Dominion of
Canadian. Under this law it is proposed to
establish a system of inspection and classifica.
tion which, it is hoped, will take the place, so
far as Canadian tonnage is concerned, of beth
Lloyd's and Bureau Veri'as, and it is of the.
utmost importance to the shipping interests
of Canada that the certificates which may be
grant(d under the law referred to should be
recognized by the Board of 'trade in the same
manner as it is proposed by the fifth section
of the Plimsoll Bill, that the certificates of
Lloyd's officers or of the officers of the Liver.
pool Underwriters' Registry of Iron Vessels
should be recognized."

He went on to state
4 It %ill also bc remember-d that the Gay-

ernment has le n questioned in the Canadian
Parliament as to whether they have taken
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st ps to obtain the exemption of Canadian
tonnage trom the operations of said Bill.

"The undýrsigned would obs rve that a
strong feeling exists in Canada that in
questions so vitally affecting our inter, st as
those relating to shipping, and to which our
Canudian Parliament give so much attention,
and in rel.tion to which our C nalian people
are well qualifiud to judge of what suits their
interests, Her Majesty's Government may
safely adopt the polcy, that wherever the
Canadian Parliament have dealt with quest ions
relating to shipping, the Imperial Parliamont
shou!d extmpt Canadian -hips from the
operation of Imperial Legislation upon that
subject

That he held to be one of the funda-
mental principles on which he should
start in discussing this question with
the Inperial Government. We had
the power conceded to us-we were
quite capable of exercising it, and had
exereised it in such a manner as to
elicit an expression of approval from
prominent English statesmen, and even
firom Mir. Plimisoll himself:-

" This principle the Imperial Parliament,
to a greaf extent, have already recogni-ed in
the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, in ex-
empting colonial ships while within the
bounds of a colony having a Parliament or
Legislature whi h has legislated upon the
subject, from the operations of said Act. It
is desirable that the principle of exemption,
in so far as Canadian shipping is concerned,
should be extended to all British ports, and
that the Imperial Government should throw
the responsibility of the legislation necessary
to control and regulate Canadian shipping,
upon the Canadian Parliament, subject always
to the control which Her Majesty possesses,
in the approval or rejection of such measures
as the Canadian Parliament may enact.

" This course would give great satisfaction
in Canada, and would do much to perpetuate
those ties which bind us to the Mother
Country.

"The undersigned believes that such a
POlicy is in accordance with the general
Views entertained by Her Majesty's Govern-
ment, and the experience of past years shows
that the Parliament of the Dominion of Can-
ada have not unworthily exercised the great
p>wers which they possess, and lie would,
therefore, respectfully submit that Her Majes-
tv's Government should be asked to recognise
the principle which he has above stated.

"He would therefore recommend that,
pending the do cision upon the above recom-
Miendation, and in order to relieve Canadian
shipping from the evils anticipated from the
Plimsoll Bill:

"lst. That the Imperial Government be
asked that in any legislation that may be had
affecting shipping, they should give to the
Canadian inspection and classification of ves-
sels, he'reinbefore referred to, when it may be
organized, the same standing and recognition

as th<y mi y give to Lloyd's Registry or the
Liverpool Underwriters' Registry for iron
vessels.

" 2nd. That if the Plimsoll Bill, or one of a
similar character, becomes law, lhat for the
first twelve months thereafter it shall not
apply to Canadian ,essels, in order to afford
to Canadian shipping an oppoitunity to obtain
the necessary inspection and classification
under the Canadian system of inspection and
classification as contemplated by the annexed
Bill.

" 3rd. That inasmuch as the Canadian Par-
liament has legislated upon the deck load
question, Canadian vessels should bi exempt-
ed from the operation of'sections 15, 16 and
17 of the Plimsoll Bill.

" 4th. That Canadian vessels be exempt
from the operations of sections 19 and 20 of
the said Bill; or if Her Majesty's Government
consider that course objectionable, then that
due consideration be given to the representa-
tions contained in the annexed petition from
the St. John Board of Trade in relation to the
Load Line of Canadian ships as compared
with iron ships."

That was the position taken by the
late Governmont, and he was proud to
say the hon. gentleman who sucoeeded
him in the Department, in two
despatehes he had sent, asked for the
same concessions, clained the sanme
privileges, and demanded the same
rights as he (Mr. Mitchell) hiad con-
tended for. Canada had nothing to
complain of in the treatment she had
received from the British Government,
and Parliament, wherever an injustice
had been done us that we represented
properly to them, had always been
willing to concede everything we
had a right to claim. While he con-
curred to a great extent with the broad
and enlightened views entertained by
the hon. meniber for Bothwell, that
wherever the British Government had
given to the people of Canada the right
to deal with questions specially named,
we have a right to ask that our legisla-
tion on such subjects be not contravened
by Imperial Acts, he believed they
.should rather deal with the subject in a
way that would bring about practical
results,than in a manner not likely to be
satisfactory. le had so dealt with the
Masters and Mates Certificate Bill, and
it will be recollected that at the time
he moved in this matter, Canadian
masters and mates were labouring
under a serious disadvantage. They
could not always allow their ships to
remain in dock after a month or more
to enable the masters to undergo the
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necessary exanination. Thoagh he had
been charged with having overlooked
and undervalued the old masters who
were3 only qualified to get certiticates
of service, anly gentleman who had
condenned his polIicy in this regard
did not do him justice. Ie asked for
what they h -u a right to demand, he
knew it was useless to ask for more.
They had not the right to asi that the
certificates of service given by the
Canadian Examiiners should have the
same importance as those issued b-y
the Imperial Board of Trade. Why ?
Because Englanid reserved to herself
the right to legisiate, and had
e stablished two classes of certi ficates of
service as distinguished from certiti-
cates of competency in her own ports
on her own tonnage, and our certilicate
of service did not cover the same
ground-They therefore had no ground
for askinig that these ien who were
entitled only to the coasting certificate
should have the sane privileges, stand-
ing and rights as persons who
had reeeived certificates of service
for foreign lands as distinguished from
the coasting certificate-nor had we a
right to have them classed with per-
sins who passed their examinatioi for
competency before the British Board
of Trade. If any gentleman charged
him with neglecting to secure the
rights and privileges due to Canada, lie
mistook the powers Canada possessed
under the British North America Act.
If any gentleman said that the man-
agement of the Marine and Fisheries
Departnent during the seven years of
the existence of the late Goverrnent
was detrimental to the shipping inter-
est, he stated what was directly opposed
to the belief of the whole country. The
next communication in connection with
the history of this very important sub-
ject is a Report to Council, dated 14th
February, 1874 :-

" OTTÂW, 14th February, 1874.
"The undersigned has the honour toreport

to Council that he has had un 1er considera-
tion a circular dispatch from the Earl of Kim-
berley of the 3rd December last, transmitting
copy of a letter from the Board of Trade, en-
closing a copy of the "Merchants Shipping
Act, 1873," and of the instructions issued by
that Department to IRegistrars and other offi-
cers in the British possessions abroad, and
requesting with reference to the 12th and 13th
Sections, relating to the survey of unseaworthy

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

ships, that steps might be taken for the i ass-
age of a law giving similar power to the pro-
per authority in Canada to that which is b!
the sections referred to, given to the Board of
Trade.

"The undersigned bas the honour to report
that prcvious to the passing of the Imperial
' lerchant Shipping Act, 1873,' the Parlia.
ment of Canada had made provision for the
cases referred to in Section 26 to 29 inclusive,
of the Act pass d at last Session of Parlia-
ment, relating to shipping and for the regis-
tration, inspectio i and classification ther of.

"Respectfully submitted.

"(Signed,) A. J. SM !'H
" fri i tr offJ rine and Fa 'e ies"

Then cornes the following:-
"OTTAWA, Marcb, 18th 1874.

"&The undersigned bas the honour to re-
port to Council that he has had under
con 4 ideration the petition of the Dominion
Board of Trade, addressed to His Excellency
the Governer General on the 12th instant,
praying that in view of the fact that legislation
will be proposed in the Parliament of Great
Britain in reference to the inspection of ship.
ping, such measures may be adopted as are
necessary to prevent such legislation fron
prejudicially affecting the tonnage of the
Dominion of Canada ; and he recommends
that a copy of the petition be forwarded
through the uisual channel to Her Majesty's
Gover ment with the request that the prayer
of the Petitioners may be complied with, and
legislation in any degree detrimental to the
shipping of the Dominion of Canada may not
be enacted by the Parliament of Great Britain
until reference has been made to the Govern-
ment of Canada for its opinion thereon.

"Respectfully submitted.
"(Signed,) A. J. S V 1ITH,

"jlirister of-Iarine anI Fisleries."

He considered that his hon friend
in this second report had weakened
considerably. On the 20th of April he
fbund a letter from the Under Secre-
tary of State to the following effect

" BoARD oF TRADM,
" W.TIRJALL GARDaNS, 20th April, 1874.

"Vferchant Shipping CoIe-Colonial unsea-
worthiness.

Sm,-I am direct d by the Board of Trade
to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the
4th and 11 th inst., enclosing copy of a letter
and enclosures from Robert Marshall, t gether
with a copy of a despatch and enclosure from
the Governor Generai of Canada relative to
Canadian shipping.

" In reply I an to state for the information
of Earl Carnarvon that the papers in question
have been forwarded to the Royal Commission
on unseaworthy thips.
•" The Board are also desirous of learning

whether the Canadian Bill with regard to the
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Government classification of ships in the Do-
minion is going on or not, and, if it is, in
what stage it is now in.

" I have, etc.,
"(Signed), THOMAS GRAY."

"T he Under-Secretary of State,
" Colonial Offlee."

That reply was a practical concession
to the Canadian demand in connection
with Canadian Shipping, and it only
required the Government of Canada to
asnume a firm position, and every thing
they asked would have been conceded.
On the 2 lst of May, 1874, the Minister
of Marine anI Fisheries wrote as
follows:-

" The undersigned has the honour to r port
to Council that he has hadunder considerati n
despatch from the Earl of Carnarvon (No. 541,
of the 23rd April last, Iran-m:tling copy of a
letter from the Board of Trade, andr questing
that a reply might bd made to the enquiry
contained therein respecting the Bill for the
classification of ships in Canada, as to whether
such Bill was in operation or not, and what
stage it was if in operation.

" The undersigned recommends that the
3oard of Trade be informed through the usual
channel that the Government of Canada have
not as yet decided to put the provisions of the
Act which relate to the inspection and classifi-
cation of ships practically into operation, and
to publish rul t and regulations for such
inspection and classification of shipping, and
that no official action ha, been taken in the
matter since the proclamat on of tic Act in
the Canada Gazette.

"JRespectully submitttd,
"(Signed,) A. J. SMITH.'

While he was willing to do justice
to his honorable friend in every way,
lie thought he was weak on one point
in his Administration, namely, in not
putting in operation the Act for the
inspection and classification of ships.
This was the one thing required to
make our system complete.

H1e was not inclined to censure the
British Government for including Can-
adian shipping in their legislation,
when one of the most important links
in this connection had been omitted by
the Canadian Government. On the
10th of April, 1875, the following report
was made to the Privy Council :-

"On a report dated 5th April, 1875, from
the Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish.
eries, stating that he has received information
that a Bill has been introduced into the
Imperial Parliament, the provisions of which,
if adopted, he believes will seriously affect
the sea-going shipping of Canada, trading to
and from the United Kingdom ; and he

therefore recommends that 11er Majesty's
Government be communicated with by cable
telegram, immediately, requesting them to
urge upon Parliament the exemption of Cana-
dian shipping from the opera ioç of such
Bill.

The Committee concur in the above recom-
mendation and submit the same for Your Ex-
cellency's approval.

"Certified.

'.1 Signer',) W. A. HIMSWCRTH."
'Clerk Privv Council."

" To the Honorable the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries."

His policy bad been endor-sed by his
hon. successor, who on the 5th of April
made the following report

"OTTAwÀA, 5th Apri', 1875.
"The undt rsign. d lias the hf nour to report

Io Council that lie has received infor mation
that a Bill had been introduced into the
Imperial Parliament, the provi ions of whi h,
if adopted, lie believes will s, riously affect
the sea-going shipping of Canada trading to
and fr< m the United é Kingdom ; and lie,
th. rAfore, recommends that Her Majesty's
Governm, nt be communicated with by cable
telegraph immediately, rtquetting them to
urge upon Parlianment the exempt-on of
Canadian shipping from the operation of such
Bill.
" Resp ctfully submitted.

(Signed,) A. J. SU ITH,
SJfinister of iJarine anîd Fisheri's."

This was the telegram proposed t>
be sent by the Goverior General to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies:-

' My Government regard Plimsoll's proposed
amendments to Shipping Bill as very objection-
able, and request your Government to delay
measure until mine have time to renonstrate."

The following was an extract of a
report of a Committee of the lon. the
Privy Council approved by lis Excel-
lency the Governor General in Council,
on the 22nd April, 1S75:-

" The Committee of Council have had under
consideration the report, dated 20th April, 1875,
from the Hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, having reference to the report to
Council of his predecessor of the lOth and 14th
May, 1873, recommending that Her Majesty's
Government be requested to urge upon Parlia-
ment the exemption of Canadian Shipping from
the operation of the Plimsoll Bill, &c., &c.

The Committee concur in the foregoing Re-
port and recommend that a copy of this minute
and documents appended, be transmitted to
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

"Certified.
"(Signed,) W. A. HIMSWORTH,

" Cleric Privy Council.

"To the Honorable
The Minister of Marine and Fisheries."
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His hon. successor had endorsed his
own position; and he was glad to say
that he (Mr. Smith) had very fairly
maintainel it by his arguments.

The foflowing are extracts from an-
other official document:-

" OrTAwÂ, 20th April, 1875.
"The undersigned, with reference to the

Reports to Council of his predecessor of the
10th and 14th May, 1873, recommending that
Her Majesty's Government be requested to
urge upon Parliament the exemption of
Canadian Shipping from the operation of the
Plimsoll Bill, as the passage of such Bill might
injuriously affect Canadian Shipping, and hold
ont inducements to transfer a large portion of
the tonnage of Canada to foreign flags, and
with reference to bis report to Council, dated
the 5tn instant, stating that he had received
information that a Bill was again before Par-
liament relating to the same subject, and re-
commending that the British Government be
requested by telegraph to urge on the Iinperial
Parliament the exemption of Canadian Shipping
from the operation of such. Bill, as lie under-
stood it might seriously affect the interests of
such shippin.g, has now the honour to report
that, although lie has not been able to see a
copy of' the amendients proposed by Mr.
Plimsoll to the Imperial Merchant Shipping
Act. lie has seen notices of such proposed
amendmnents in the newspapers, from which it
appears that such amendments,if carried, would
seriously affect the interests of Canadian ships
while in the United Kingdom, by subjecting
them to compulsory inspections and restrictions
with reference to dec -loading.

" With reference ta the genieral question of
seaworthiness of Canadian ships, the uder-
signed remarks that nearly all the sea-going
vessels of Canada are classed either in British
Lloyds, French Bureau Veritas or American
Lloyds, which is a good guarantee of their
strength and sea-going qualities, and lie is now
considering the propriety of recommending the
adoption of rules and regulations for the vol-
untary inspection and classification of Can-
adian ships by the Canadian Government,
provided for in the 54th section of the Can-
adian Act, 36 Victoria, Chapter 128, in order
that Canada might have the advantage of pos-
sessing a national institution of its own lor the
classification of its shipping, the rapid growth
of its Mercantile Marine, and the large amount
of Canadian capital now invested in this in-
terest appearing to require such additional
facilities for the classification of its shipping.

" The undersigned, therefore, recommends
that Her Majesty's Government be requested
to urge on Parliament the exemption of Can-
adian shipping from the operation of any of
the provisions contained in the amendments
proposed by Mr. Plimsoll, until the Canadian
tiovernment and Canadian ship-owners had
an opportunity of considering such provisions."

The Government was a little weak-
kneed here, and he regretted their re-
trogression. They had received the
following circular:-

"DowNING STREET,
t 22nd October, 1875.

"SiR,-With reference to my predecessor's
circalar despatch of the 3rd December, 1873, I

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

transmit herewith for your information and
for general publication in the Colony under
your Government, a copy of a letter from the
Board of Trade enclosing a copy of " The Mer-
chant Shipping Act, 1875."

" 2. I request that you will call the attention
of your Ministers to the desire expressed by the
Board of Trade, to be furnished with an imme-
diate Report of any case in which grain, etc.,is
shipped in British vessels in contravention of
the Act, and in such a manner as to endanger
human life.

" 3. I shall be obliged if you will favor me
with any observations which may occur toyour
Advisers with reference to the application of
the several provisions of this Act to the Colony
under your Government.

"I have the honour, &c.,
" (Signed).

"CARNARVON.">

There was another report made by
his hon. friend of date the 8th of Feb-
ruary, 1876, two or three days before
Parliament met. It was very long,
and as far as it went was well enough,
but it stopped short of the real remedy.
lie, however, would only read a couple
of extracts:-

" The undersigned is of opini n that no
Imperial leg siation should take place affect-
ing the question of seaworthinesq, or loading
of Canadian vessels in Canadian waters-the
Canadian Legislature is the proper authority
to deal with such questions, and when it
becomes neeessary to legislate for the safety
of Canadian vessls in Canadian waters, he
has no doubt the Caiadian Parliament will
be quite ready to do so, as it has already done
in the pas3t."1

"With reference to the general policy of
recent Imperial legislation relative to British
Meýrchant Ships, the undersigned remarks
that a number of communications, in the
shape of petitions, memorials and verbal
statements, from owners of Canadian sea-
going ships and Boards of Trade, have
reached his Department, urging the Canadian
Government to take soue steps to protect
Canadian shipping from the effect of Imperial
legislation, so as to place Canadian ships,
while competing in the carrying trade, on as
favourable a footing in British and foreign
ports as forign ships."

le did not desire that the great
shipping interests of Canada, in which
were interested fifty millions of dol-
lars, should be injured by Imperial leg-
islation for which no reason in this
connection existed; we should be
severely left alone in this relation.

One link in order to comiplete our
case had not been placed in operation,
but if this had been done, the people
of Canada would be secure aud safe
against the existence of the abuses of
which complaint had been made, and
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he left to his hon. friend and successor
to explain why this link was wanting.
We should have the sole power to deal
with great interests such as the ship-
ping interests, and ho wished to avoid
the sensational legislation in this re-
gard that had disgraced England. He
looked with contempt on the attitude
in which the Imperial Government
were placed during last Session by
Mr. Plimsoll's terrifie attack on them,
when he outraged deliberately the
laws of the House of Commons and
creating a sensation unparalleled in
that august body. So extraordinary
was the effect, that the Government, as
it were, fell on their knes before Mr.
Plimsoll, and accepted such proposi-
tions as he chose to make. Would
such things be tolerated in this free
Canada of ours? He thought not, and
ho hoped to avoid the immediate diffi-
culties and pressing evils which he
saw overspreading the shipping inter-
ests of the Dominion unless we both
demand exemption from sucb sensa-
tional legislation. The one link in
question should be supplied. His hon.
successor entertained, as ho had stated,
the same views- as himself ; but simply
because some people had changed their
minds no action was taken in the
direction desired, and the legislation of
the country was paralyzed. He
trusted that delay would be apparent
no longer; and that the abuse referred
to which had been allowed to romain
for two years'inoperative would be put
into force.

Then there are those who might be
disposed to laugh at the interest ho
manifested in this matter, but ho felt
it his duty to warn the Government of
the evil which was impending over
the shipping of Canada if they longer
dallied with this important interest,
and he placed on the Minister ofMarine
and this Government the responsibility
of any bad results that might follow
bis failure to put this Act into force.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-Why did you
not do it yourself!

Hon. Mr. MITC-HELL said the
Act was passed in May, 1873, and in
the November following the Govern-
ment were bowled out by bon. gentle-
men opposite. If ho had remained in
power two months' longer the Act

would have been in full force, as many
other important measures affecting
our marine interests now were. The
Hon. Minister of Marine went to St.
John and told the shipowners ho
would adhere to the legislation of his
predecessors, and believed such legisla-
tion was right, but the bon. gentle-
man was too easy and good-natured.
He knew what was right, but was a
little weak in the knees in not insist-
ing upon carrying it out.

He (Mr. Mitchell) was willing to
venture bis experience as a public man
on the future of this question. If the
hon. gentleman relied upon getting
the British Government and Parlia-
ment to include foreign shipping in
the ' legislation they were now
adopting, ho was mistaken and
Canadian shipowners would be left in
the lurch. The complications arising
from such an attempt wôuld be so se-
rious that every prominent officer in
the Foreign Department and Board of
Trade would set himself against it,
and when this occurTed in England
with respect to any measure, it was
almost impossible to carry it out. The
hon. gentleman knewhow he was him-
self controlled in that way, as every
Miyister but the Premier was by the
officers of his Department.

The only true course for the Govern-
ment to pursue was to put their foot
down and say we have rights in this
matter conceded to us by the British
North America Act, and had acted on
them, and did not desire their legisla-
tion to interfere with us. If that po-
licy were adhered to, he felt satisfied
the people and Parliament of England
would adopt the principle, but a weak-
kneed course would lead them to sup-
pose we did notwish to insist upon our
rights. The crisis at this moment was
such if the Government consulted the
true interest of Canada they would at
once send the Minister of Marine to
England, while this legislation was go-
ing on, with a strong remonstrance
from the Parliament of Canada against
the shipping of this country being af-
fected by it. If he would do this, and
put the Inspection of Shipping Act in
force, ho would confer a great benefit
on Canada.

Mr. McLEOD said he had too much
consideration for the time of this Iouso
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to consume as much of it as had the
hon. member for Northumberland in
the discussion of this question, nor
would he attempt to follow the bon.
gentleman throughout his long and
rambling speech. He would briefly
and to the point refer to some of the
subjects raised by the hon. member.
H1e was aware that a petition numer-
ously signed by the shipowners of St.
John"had been forwarded to Ottawa,
asking for the establishment of a
Canadian Lloyds, but it was got up
under momentary excitement in the
belief that the Plimsoll Bill would act
injuriously to Canadian tonnage. The
moment that excitement died out our
shipowners began to realize the risk
to which they exposed themselves by
having their tonnage placed under
Government control. From that mo-
ment petitions were sent in against
it, not only from St. John, but from
every port in the Maritime Pro-
vinces. In looking over the memor-
ial of the Board of Trade of Saint John,
presented to the Government in May,

873, he was surprised to find only two
clauses of it embraced in the despatchi
of May 14th, 1873; and so far from
having asked for Canadian Lloyds, no
such thing was required. They simply
asked the Canadian Government to
prevent hasty legislation such as the
Plimsoll Bill then before Parliament,
and that vessels classed in Bureau
Veritas should be recognized. The
hon. gentleman, instead of doing that,
simply referred at some length to the
necessity of a Canadian classification,
in which opinion he was almost alone.
What the people of the Maritime
Provinces feared was that in any logis-
lation by the Government of Great
Britain, Bureaù Veritas would not be
recognized by the Imperial Parliament.
On looking over this correspondence
he was surprised to find that the hon.
member for Northumberland asked
that Bureau Veritas be not recognized
in England.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I approve
of that.

Mr. McLEOD said he was glad to
hear this from one who assumed to be
the champion ofthe shipping interests
of the Maritime Provinces, and it was
deSirable that the shipbuilders and

Mr, MQLzOD.

owners of the Maritime Provinces
should know that the hon. member for
Northumberland was the man who, in
his official capacity, advised the British
Government not to recognize Bureau
Veritas.

It was well that the shipowners of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia should
know to what extent they were under
obligation to the ex-Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. The hon. gentleman
complained that the present Minister
of Marine and Fisheries had not put
the Act passed by the late Government
establishing Canadian Lloyds into
operation, stating that it was the one
link required to make the shipping
laws of our country perfect. He (Mr.
McLeod) believed that the Hon. Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries had acted
with good sense, knowing that a strong
feeling existed against it in the Mari-
time Provinces. He was surprised bis
hon. friend should undertake to cure
the evil by the establishing of Canadian
Lloyds. le ought to know that the
Imperial legislation recognized no
classification whatever. They properly
took the position that the shipowner
should be allowed to conduct his own
business with the same freedom as any
other trade ; but at the same time
they held that a shipowner
should be responsible for that
freedom. Mr. Plimsoll desired to put
the responsibility on the Government,
and the Government desired to put the
responsibility on the shipowners. The
hon., gentleman ought to know that
of the 750,000 tons of steamers at the
port of Liverpool, some 450,000 were
not classified at all. That, therefore,
destroyed the argument that the
necessary link to perfect our system,
and free Canadian ships from inter-
ference of Imperial legislation was the
establishment of a Canadian Lloyds.
It was time the British Act did not
deal with the question of foreign
tonnage. This was a most important
point to Canadian interests, and the
liws which applied to Canadian ves-
vels in the ports of Great Britain
should also apply to foreign ves-
sels. The Board of Trade of St. John,
at a meeting held February 19, 1876,
approved of the despatch sent by the
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
There was one point urged at that
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meeting very properly, and ho
trusted that it would be listened to
by this Government. They sent a
etition asking tho hon. Minister of
arine and Fisheries to visit Great

Britain with a view of looking after
our interest in any legislation that
might take place.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-We agree
on that point.

Mr. McLEOD said there was an-
other motion on the notice paper re-
lating to the subject, and he thought it
was not advisable now, seeing the
thing was in the hands of the Govern-
ment, to take the responsibility away
from them by any resolution of the
House. He desired then to move the
following amend ment:-

Resolved, That all words after " that " be
struck out and the following substituted :-
" The despatch forwarded by the Government of
the Dominion to Lord Carnarvon dated 8th
February, 1876, is approved, and that the
the House express a hope that the views there-
in contained will be adopted by the Imperial
Parliament in any 1egislation affecting the
British Merchant Shipping."

Mr. PALMER was sorry that his
bon. friend from Nortbumberland
thought proper to bring forward this
resolution. He was sorry there should
be any dispute on this question, and
did not think the present Minister of
Marine and Fisheries should be charged
with neglecting the shipping interests
of the Dominion. Both the present
and the last Minister of Marine and
Fisheries bad donc every tbing in their
power. He regarded the second part
of his hon. friend's resolution nullified
the first, because he asked the English
Government to legislate on a subject
on which he denied their right to
legislate. The importance of the
shipping interests of the Dominion
could not be over estimated, and the
rights of ship-owneps should be care-
fully preserved if the property of
the country was not to be destroyed.

For the last twenty-five years these
interests had been injured by British
legislation, though he did not mean to
say that this was done intentionally.
le agcreed with his hon. friend from
Bothweil with regard to our rights of
legislation, and so much so, that h3
had been accused in his own city of
entertaining a desire for the separation
Qf this country from England; but as

to this he declared-let the interests
of every ship-owner in the Dominion
be ruined, rather than have such a cul-
mination brought about." He believed
that the position he took was entirely
compatible with that we proudly occu-
pied in connection with this great
Empire. Recent legislation had crip-
pled not only the shipping interests of
the Dominion, but also those of Eng-
land.

The Mercantile Shipping Gazette, the
highest authority in that country in
this respect, stated on the 4th of last
February in an editorial:-

" That it is the province of those who advise
the Crown, and of independent members in their
places in Parliament. But the facts adduced
and the arguments employed at a recent meet-
ing, all tend to show that the ship-owners un-
derstand their case, and that they have not
abandoned the position they have taken up.
The Government have seen as the direct reault
-discontent prevailing throughout the entire
ship-owning community, and a whole fleet of
ships transported to a foreign Flag."

The ship-owners were not
running unseaworthy vessels, but
they were building a class of ships
which were safer.year by year. Sir
Charles Adderly in introducing the
subject in Parliament stated :-" It
" was said that there was a general
"deterioration of our shipping; that
"the disasters were traced to the deteri-
"oration of our seamen, and that the
"amount of loss of life had increased;"
The reverse was the case. Ie had
carefully sifted the figures of a writer
who was authority on this subject, and
the conclusions the writer had corne to
were chiefly tlese :-That the British
tonnage had trebled since 1835; that
Brit'sh ships clearing in fbreign trade
were sextupled in the same period;
and, again, the sea trade had doubled
within the last twenty years;' that
British ships had increased not only
in the trade of the Ulnikd Kingdom,
but bad actually been absorbing the
trade of other countries which had
actually fallen off, and their trade was
rapidly falling into the hands of British
shipowners. The wrecks whih hied
taken place since 1836 had steadily
decreased in proportion to the number
of voyages; and the loss of life be-
tween 1833 and 1835 was one in every
4,600 tons of foreign trade, wheroas
between 1870-72 it ws .one inevery 1,
000, or three times the amo4nt, In fA
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the falling off in the loss of life was the
most remarkable circumstance in
these figures. The correctness of the
statements ho iad made were very cred-
itable to the country at large, and that
was the first of four propositions re-
sulting from his enquiries.

Further on Sir Charles declared
that it was not unseaworthiness which
causedthe loss of life and property inthe
greater number of cases, but in reality
the inefficiency of the seamen them-
selves, who were put on board unfitted
by drink to navigate the vessel; and
why did not legislation reach this, the
greatest wrong felt in this regard ?
The legislation proposed was in the
interest of crimps, who by their system
were eating out the vitals of both
seamen and ship-ownors.

Mr. Plimsoll threatened to intro-
duce another Bill, and no man at
present dare invest his capital in ship-
building. le agreed with his hon.
friend from Northumberland and the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries that
a Canadian Lloyds. should bo es-
tablishd, and if thoroughly and prac-
tically and honestly administered it
would be a benefit to the country. At
the same time he shared the opinion
of his hon. friend from Kent, that the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
should not put such a law in operation
in face of the ship-owners who were
opposed strongly to the introduction
of such a measure, unless, perhaps,
there was some little tax upon it. The
only thing was to make a classification
or inspection and give a cortificate as
to the exact nature of the ship;
but the opinion at present in St. Johns
is almost unanimously against the
formation of that Caiadian Lloyds.
What was the proper remedy ? It
was embodied in the following resolu-
tion which he had placed on the
journals:-

" That in the opinion of this House the right
of Legislation to affect Canadian ships and the
rights and liberties of the owners thereof be-
long exclusively to the Parliament of Canada,
and that any Legislation on those subjects by
the Imperial Parliament (except as far as may
equally affects Canadian ships with the ships of
all other countries in ports of Great Britain,
and such as may affect Imperial interests)
would be inconsistent with such exclusive
right of the Canadian Parliament and a viola-
tion of Responsible Government as conceded
to Canada.'

Mfr.PLu .

He traced that right oflegislation as
far back as the concession of Responsi-
ble Government to the country. The
moment the right was conceded to
Canada to legislate with reference to
her own private affairs where Imperial
interests were not affected, it was im-
possible for the Imperial.authorities to
legislate on the same subject. It might
be argued with regard to the British
North America Act, that it was a mere
distribution of the powers of legisla-
tion between the General and Local
Parliaments, and no attempt to create
new powers. But the 91st Section
of that Act provided that the
exclusive legislation of the Dominion
extended "to all matters within the
" subjects enumerated," and among
those subjects were ships and shipping,
and trade and navigation. Although
this was a mere distribution ofpowers,
and he submitted to his hon. friend the
Minister of Justice whether that was not
the recognition of powers whichalready
existed. The first section conflned
legislation to the " good government
"-of Canada," which meant government
on the well-known principles of con-
stitutional law. But the legal power
and the constitutional right to legis-
late were two different things, and his
argument was that while England had
the legal authority to legislate in this
case, she had not the constitutional
right to do so. In the Merchants
Shipping Act there was a distinct
clause to the effect that any British
possession through its Legislativo
Assembly can repeal any provision
of that Act; it would be absurd if they
could repealit unless they could sub-
stitute another provision. In giving'the
right to Canada to legisiate for herself,
we acquired the power to legislate just
the saine as an independent country as
regards oui own affairs. On this point
the following passage from Halleck's
Book on International Law was quoted:

" we have already remarked that the Px-
clusive power of civil and criminal legislation
is one of the essential rights of every indepen-
dent and sovereign State. An infringement
upon this right is a limitation of the natural
sovereignty of the State, and if extended tg a
general denial of this power, it is justly con-
sidered as lepriving the State of one of its
most essential attributes and as reducing if to
the position of dependence upon the will of
another."

The point he made was that the
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denial of our right to legislate upon
one subject was just as much an in-
fringement of our right, as the denial
upon others; and if denied, that was a
breach of the constitution and its whole
safeguards were utterly gone.

Was this confined to the territorial
limits of Canada ? All knew, with re-
ference to independent States generally,
that authority is confined to the
territory of such States ; but there
were limits. The ocean was common
to the ships of all countries, and there
must be laws to govern those ships, and
somebody must have the right to
enforce such law. The rule as laid
down in this book, page 170, section
24, is that " public and private vessels
"on the high seas and out of the terri-

torial limits of any other State, are
"subject to the jurisdiction of the State
"to which they belong. The ocean
"is common to all mankind, and may

be successively used by all as they may
"have occasion." The simple point was
that publie and private vessels on the
high seas were subjeet to the jurisdic-
tion of the State to which they belong.
He contended -that, constitutionally,
Canada could legislate for her own
shipping within ber own ports, and
they wore liable to the same laws on
the high seas; therefore, what consti-
tuted a crime in port was also a crime
within the jurisdiction of our Courts
when committed on the high seas in a
Canadian vessel.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said ifwe had a
Canadian flag it would.

Mr. PALMER said the sovereignty
of ships while upon the high seas
was exactly the same as the sovereignty
of the country to which she belonged.
Hflalleck says on page 171, section 26,

Private vessels of one State entering
"the ports of another are not in general

exempt from local jurisdiction unless
"by express compact. But there are
"certain exceptions to this rule, which
"result from the right of asylum, based
'on the laws of humanity." It

had been said here we were
arguing against the right of England
legislatirig in ber own port with refer-
ence to Canadian ships. ]He agreed
that England would have the right to
legislate on the subject in lier own
ports. Ife distinguished the constitu-

tional right of England to legislate,
which was identical in such regard to
Canadian ships, with the right in
regard to ships of all other countries;
and he trusted that that country was
too proud not to grant to us every iota
of the constitutional right which we
were entitled to. Ie held that the
people of Canada under a Responsib!e
Government had a right to govern
themselves or misgovern themsolves
without the interference of the British
authorities, if they chose. If ho
could think otherwise, he should ask
Great Britian to withdraw these
powers of legislation from this country,
and let them rule us bytheImperial Pa r-
liament. Why were the sanitary regu.
lations of our shipping to be subject to
Imperial Legislation, and the sanita'y
condition of our coal mines, our housei
and our factories excluded from it ?

Now, with reference to our Flag, as
though it were involved in the same
question, could not a ship be a Cana-
dian ship and British ship at the
same time ? A man could be a British
subject and a Canadian at the same
time-and why should they differ ?
Outside of the Dominions of the British
Empire, although a Canadian, you are
simply a British subject; and when
you apply to the British Consul or Am-
bassador, lie does not enquire whether
you come from England or from Can-
ada, and the question in no way bore
on the question lie was discussing.
Then, if you can claim protection in a
foreign port from a British Consul as a
British subject,why not claim it for Bri-
tish-Canadian shipping. The present
Bill introduced in the British House of
Commons by Sir Charles Adderly
makes it a misdemeanonr to send a ship
to sea if it is unseaworthy, and more
than that, it throws the onus on the
owner to prove it is not unseaworthy.
This Bill if it became law ho consid-
ered an outrage. Sec how it would
operate against the shipping of New
Brunswick ! The ships there were
owned by com anies, and one of those
vessels might Ue detained in a port-
Liverpool for instance-for weeks
through malice, before the proprietors
could prove their innocence. It was
time that this subject should be thor-
oughly understood and that Canadians
should speak out. The principle he
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contended for was that Canadian ships
should not be included in the general
mass of British ships in British legis-
lation, that Canadians should legislate
for theirs, and that the British logisla-
tion for Canadian shipping in British
ports should be identical with that for
foreign shipping. If the Parliamont
of this country were left to regulate
our own shipping affairs in our own
interest, to see that the lives and
property of Canadian subjects were
safe, and that our ships went to sea
in a proper condition, the result would
be that an impetus would be given to
this trade, as we had the people and the
material out of which to build up a
splendid navy.

Hon. Mr. SMITHI said it was neces-
sary for him to make a few observa-
tions in consequence of the remarks
of the speakers who preceded him.
He -understood the hon. iember
for St. John to say that the
Bill which is now before the British
liouse of Commons making it a mis-
demeanour for any persons who are
guilty of sending an unseaworthy ship
to sea was an outrage.

Mr. PALMER said that was not his
objection; what ho considered the out-
rage was throwing the onus of proof
of his innocence on the proprietor of
the vessel.

Hon. Mr. SMITH said a law identical
with it had been on the Statute Book
of this Dominion for two years.

The bon. member for St. John was
in error in supposing we had the
power of coasting trade prior to 1869.
Since 1853, and up to 1869, it was
regulated by Imperial legisiation. In
the latter year an Aet was passed by
the Iaperial Parli ient authorizing
this )ominion to exercise that power,
and unless they did so, the coasting
t rade of this country would be thrown
open to the world. His predecessor
was in office at the tiie, and exercised
the power given by the Imperial
Govermnnent. The lion. gentleman
semed to think, under responsible
Government, the Imperial authorities
had no power to legislate for our ves-
sels in ports of the United Kingdom.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I never said
that.

Mr. PALMEU.

Hon. Mr. SMITHI said in the Act
relating to Masters and Mates, the
hon. gentleman, instead of exercising
the right which ho contended we pos-
sess, to legislate for ourselves,
stated expressiy under Her Majesty's
will that Act should romain in sus >en-
sion; and now ho claimed that Eng-
land had no right to legislate for' our
shipping in ber ports.

Hon. Mr. M[TCHELL-What I said
was that England, having given us the
right to deal with shipping, she ought
not and would not interfere with it if
proper reprosentations were made.

Hon. Mr. SMITH asked if the hon.
gentleman claimed by the British North
America Act that right was given to
us, why did ho suspend the operation
of laws passed by this Parliament. ?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I will give
the reasons for it.

lon. Mr. SMITli called his hon.
friend's attention to the Act relating
to the shipping of seamen, which also
contained a suspending clause. If we
lad the right claimed by him, why did
ho abandon it iii botlh of these Acts?
In the maasures relatinig to deck-loads
and the loading of grain, the hon.
member claimed the right to legislate
for English vessels in our ports, yet ho
denied the right of England to legislate
for our vessels in her ports.

He (Mr. Smith) had always been
in favour of the establishment of a
Canadian Lloyds, but ho could not
deny there was a widespread feeling
among ship-owners against it.

Hon. Mr. MITCHiELL-The hon.
gentleman isdnistaken.

Hon. Mr. SMITH said if the hon.
gentleman could see the fyles in the
Marine Department lie would find the
great majority of the ship-owners were
very much opposed to it, and he did
hesitate notto say it was on that account
lie had refused to put the Act in force.
Not six weeks ago a large meeting of
ship-owners was held in St. John, at
which there was an almost unanimous
expression of opinion against the estab-
lishmen't of a Canadian Lloyds. He
asked this House whether the Governî-
ment had not shown prudence ii yieid-
ng to that sentiment.

The hon. gentleman who now want-
ed exemption altogether for o4r own
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shipping, simply asked in his dispatch
to the Imperial Government that Ca-
nadian vessels be exempted for twelve
months. Notwithstanding that the
present Government forwadeud a dis-
patch asking that the Imperial logis-
lation should not affect Canadiait ship-
ping, but it had no effect, becaise last
Session a Bill was passed ignoring al-
together our request. On reflection
he (Mr. Smith) did not think it reason-
able to ask England to exempt Cana-
dian shipping.

lion. Mr. MITCHELL-Why did
you do it, then ?

Hon. Mr. SMITI-I have explained
the circumstances. We found the r'e-
monstrances of the Government of this
country had no effect.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Because
you did not follow them up.

Hon. Mr. SMITHI said he had follow-
ed them up, but notwithstanding that,
the British Government passed their
Bill without regarding them. Mr.
Plimsoll seemed to have control of the
publie mind, and even of Parliament,
notwithstanding the powerful influence
of the British ship-owners.

He believed Mr. Plimsoll was the
cause of the adoption of the present
Bill and some of its provisions were
forced on the Government. He (Mr.
Smith) did not think it would be in the
interest of Canadian ship-owners to ex-
empt them from Imperial legislation,
and was satisfied it would be unwise to
separate the Flag, because they knew
the prestige it gave them in foreign
couantries, and whenever English ships
got into trouble in foreign waters they
only had to appeal to the British
Consul for assistance. le could
not see that the Bill contained any
provisions that were inimical to the
shipping of Canada. He did not
hesitate to say that if they would only
make the law applicable to foreign
ships it would be a great benefit. The
marked feeling which existed in
England was not engendered by
Canadian ships. When a Canadian
ship got unseaworthy she was sent
to England, sold and transferred to
the lEnglish register. The matter of
load-lines was one of some incon-
venience, but it was not a great
hardship. It was simply a contract

between the owner of the ship and the
sailor. Then as to the deck-Iiiie there
was no hardship and it gave very little
trouble. Another objection was that
the vessels were subject to surveyand
inspection by officers appointed by the
Board of Trade. One quarter of the
sailors could detain a vessel on
complaint, but in Canada we also had
a law by which a quarter of the
sailors could detain a ship. Tien a
foreign vessel coming into the
port of Montreal could be
supervised by the Port Warden.
Therefore no objection could be offered
to the two last regulations which were
to be found on the Canadian Statute
Book. Ships coming from England to
Canada were subject to the laws of the
Dominion, and why should Canadians
ask that their ships should be free
from English legislation in English
ports? The despatch dated the 18th of
February, and forwarded to England,
had met with general approval through-
out the whole Dominion, and by the
ship-owners in almost every part of it.
It seemed to him that the truc interest
of the ship-owners should be to ask the
British Government to make no special
discrimination between foreign and
Canadian shipping, and to approve of
the amendment whicl had been offer-
ed to the House.

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN said lie
thought the hon. member for Kent,
when he asked them to endorse every
word in the despatch of the 8th Feb-
ruary, was asking too much. He was
sure three-fourths of the louse had
never read the dsspatch.

Hon. Mr. SMITi-They ought to
have done so.

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN-No doubt;
but the hon. gentleman knew that
there were many other despatches and
documents which are not read. Meni-
bers have not and cannot get time for
the task. The despatch would not
appear in the journals, and out of 206
members they would not find twenty
who would be able to lay their hands
on it and give their reasons for voting.
He moved the following amendment to
the amendment:-That all words after
" that " in the amendment be struck
out and the following substituted:-
" In the opinion of this Iouse it is
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"desirable that the Government should
"continue the efforts made by the late

and present Governments to insure
the exemption of Canadian shipping

"from the effects of Imperial legisia-
tion calculated to place Canadian

"shipping at a disadvantage with
foreign ships in British and foreign
waters."
Mr. PALMER stated that the Min-

ister of Marine and Fisheries had made
a rather tierce and entirely uncalled for
attack on him. He was surprised at
the position the lion. gentleman had
taken with regard to the legal ques-
tion. He, of course, admired the
extraordinary knowledge of the lawyer,
but they all knîew that the privileges
granted foreign vessels with regard to
the coasting trade, and the rights of
foreign ships in British waters, were
entirely a matter of Imperial legisla-
tion. Another of the lion. gentleman's
arguments had beci equally abstruse
to the effect that legislation on
this subject was to be reserved for
the special assent of the Queen in
Couneil. He had never heard before
the argument that a subject concerning
which the Canadian Parliament had
power to act without any delay, should
be so reserved. He had imagined that
the greatest tyro in the world would
have known more of constitutional law.
He had been misrepresented touch-
ing another matter. The hon. gentle-
man had said that ho held that the
Imperial Government had no power to
legislate with reference to ships in
their own waters. So far from this
being the case, he had declared the
very opposite over and over again.
Canadians should have the exclusive
right of legislation with reference to
Canadian shipping; this ought not to
be left in the charge of persons who
had no interest in, and who might
have interests which are entirely
hostile to it. The English ship-owners
invested in iron, and the Candians in
wooden ships. The Imperial Parliament
had controt over British ships every-
where, and the result might be that
if Canada legislated in this relation,
we might have laws entirely dissimilar
and antagonistic to those of Great
Britain.

Hon. Mr. SMITH said notwithstand-
ing the very lucid and clear exposition

Ron. Mr. LUAEviN.

of our constitutional rights of the hon.
member for St. John, who spoke ez
cathedra on this very important ques-
tion, he did not explain the point he
took. Since the establishment of Re-
sponsible Government the various
British possessions in America had the
right to deal with the subject and ex-
ercise the right of exclusively legisla-
ting with relation to British shipping.
England did not legislate in Canada with
reference to foreign ships in our waters;
we had this matter in our own bands.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-By the pas-
sage of an Imperial Act?

lion. Mr. SMITH-Certainly. Whon
the hon. gentleman said the Queen has
power to disallow any Act, that was,
of course, very important information.
The hon. gentleman did not seom to
know the distinction between the right
of disallowing an Act and one with
whicb there is connected a suspending
clause. As to the amendment, it really
did not cover the ground. While in
the abstract it was very well, the
hon. member would recognise that
it was confined to a particular poin't.
The hon. member had read various
suggestions from the despatch in ques-
tion,-but ho might say that these had
received the approval of the ship-
owners of the whole Dominion.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Of a few.
ship-owers of St. John.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-Of St. John and
of the whole Dominion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE thought it
very desirable that the House should
come to a conclusion in this connection,
consistent with the provisions of the
British North America Act, and satis-
factory to the general sense of the
House and of the country. However,
as the debate had occupied a great deal
of time, as those who were not
experts in the matter of ship-building
had very little opportunity for saying
anything at all on the subject, as it
was late and another motion would on
the morrow probably occupy a little
more of their time than they could spare
for this purpose every night, actuated
by a wish to arrive at a satisfactory
result, he moved the adjournment of
the debate. The debate was accord-
ingly adjourned.

The House ajourned at Twenty
minutes past Eleven p.m.

624 .Iterests.



Business. 626

IOUSE OF COMMONS.

TUEsDAY, March 14, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the chair at Three

p.t m .
Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved that

the petition of Frank Smith and others
of the City of Toronto, praying for an
Act of Incorporation under the name
of the British Canadian Loan and Trust
Company be referred back to the Select
Standing Committee on Standing
Orders, in conformity with the recom-
mendation of the said Committee in
the report presented to-day.

The motion was carried.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. YOUNG (Waterloo'-An Act
to Incorporate the British Canadian
Loan and Investment Company, (Li-
mited.)

Mr. CURRIER-An Act to Amend
the Act incorporating the Ottawa Gas
Company, to confirm the resolution of
their shareholders placing the prefer-
ential and ordinary stock on the same
footing; and to confirm, amend and
extend their corporate powers.

Mr. VAIL-To Amend Acts therein
mentioned respecting Militia and De-
fense in the Dominion of Canada.

Mr. C U RRIER-Explain.
Mr. VAIL said the Bill explained

itself. It was intended to amend the
clause that made it incumbent on the
Government to make an enrollment of
militia during the present year. It
was proposed in this Bill to defer the
enrolhnent until 1880, and that enroll-
ments should take place every five
years.

Mr. DEVEBER-To incorporate
the Maritime Savings and Loan Com-
pany.

Mr. NORRIS-To change the name
of the Security Permanent Building
and Savings Society of St. Catharines
to that of the Security Loan and
Savings Company.

Mx. CAMERON (Cardwell) moved
the suspension of the rules in order to
enable him to introduce a Bill to
incOrporate the Synod of the Church
of England in the Diocese of Rtqert's
LUnd.

16

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-An Act
to amend the Railway Act of 1868.

Mr. BOWELL-What is the nature
of the Bill ?

flon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
object of the Bill was to provide for
the appointment of a third arbitrator
under certain contingencies not pro-
vided against in the existing law.
VIOLENCE, THREATS AND MOLESTATIONS.

The House went into Committec on
Bill to amend the Criminal Law relat-
ing to violence, threats and molesta-
tions; Mr. Mills in the Chair.

On the second clause,
Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he had de-

cided not to adopt the suggestions of
his hon. friends from Kingston and
Cardwell with respect to this clause.
He entirely agreed with them as to
the importance of preserving to the
minority of any trade or occupation
its liberties against an improper asser-
tion of the so-called rights of the union
or majority, and he would always be
ready while he sat in this House to
sustain any legislation that time might
determine to be necessary for that
purpose; but this House might be
averse to enact special legislation unless
for a real and admitted evil. As far as
he knew there was no reason to appre-
hend that this clause would be iiiade-
quate.

The Bill wasreported, read the third
tine and passed.

CROSSINJG NAVIGABLE RIVERS.

The Bill to make provision for the
crossing of navigable waters by rail-
way or other road companies incorpo-
rated under Provisionml Acts, was read
the second time.

Hon. Mr. 3LAKE suggested that the
Bill should be referred to to the Com-
mittee on Railways, Canals and Tele
graphs.

Mr. PALMER said this was.a very
important Bil and might, if passed,
have the effect of injuring the naviga-
tion of certain rivers.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he was aware
,of the importance of the Bill, and uhis
reason for referring to the Standhig
Committee was to have these clauses
thoroughly considered. Of course it
could be fully discussed afterwards iw
the Honse.
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Mr. PALMER said it niLht be
dangerous to put this power in the
hands of the Governnent, and it should
apply simply to snial navigable
streains.

Hon, Mr. BLAKE, in reply to hon.
J. H. Cameron, said this Bill took
away no right of a conpany. It was
only in case it had no power to build a
bridge over- a navigable stream that it
could applv to the Governor in Council
to obtain it.

After soie further discussion the
Bill was r'eferred to the Commnînittee on
Railways, Canals and Telegraphs.

THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZTE moved the
second reading of the Bil respecting
the Intercolonial Railway. He said
the only object of this Bill was
to remove doubts as to whether
the Act respecting the Intercolonial
Rflailway enabied the Gxovernment to
carry the line into the city of Halifax,
as far as the present station that was
being built.

Hon. Mr. TUPPERI said he had re-
ceived a telegram fron the Halifax
City Railway Co., asking that the Bill
be postponed until their explanations
should arrive.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said it merely
gave the same power to the Govern-
ment with respect to expropriation of
property, &c., on this extension as they
had on the rest of the Intercolonial
Railway.

The Bill was read the second time,
passed through Committee of the
Whole, read the third time and passed.

sUMMARY TRIAL ACT.

The Bill entitled an Act to make
ther provision as to the more speedy

trial in certain cases of persons charged
with felonies and misdemeanors in the
Provinces of Ontario, was read the
second time.

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS.

The House went into Committee of
the'Whole (Mr. Laurier in the chair)
on the Bill, intituted an Act to provide
for more effectual enquiry into the
existenee of corrupt practices at elee-
tions of members of the Hlouse of Com-

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

mons. (Resolution, reported from Com-
mittee of Whole on the 10th March,
referred.)

Hon. Mr. BLAKE, in amendment of
the third clause, moved the insertion
-after the word " election," in the 9th
line on the second page-of the words,
" And have annexed thereto a solemn
declaraton, signed by the petitioners,
stating that they are such electors,
and that the allegations of the petition
are true to the best of their knowledge
and belief," also, the insertion, after
the word " being" in the 17th line, of
the words, " County Court Judges, or
being.'

The third clause, as amended, was
adopted.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE explained that he
could not alter the 14th clause with
the view of not having the judges
specially remaunerated for these ser-
vices, in order to obviate a difficulty
suggested by an hon. member. He
thought that the mischief arising out
of special payments, which were plain
and palpable, overbalanced the sug-
gested mischief with regard to the re-
ferment of the matter to Commission-
ers, which was within the control of
the House.

The Committee rose and reported,
and the Bill, as amended, was read the
first time.

SUPPLY.

The Debate on the motion of the
Hon. Mr. Cartwright, that the Speaker
leave the chair, and the House go into
Committee of Supply, and the motion
of Sir John A. Macdonald in amend-
ment, being resumed,

Mr. FLEMING stated that the tariff
which had been submitted two years
ago had met with severe criticism.
In England the tariff introduced by
Mr. Disraeli and Mr. Gladstone had to
pass through the same ordeal, this,
however, was not at all unusual. A
singular circumstance was noticeable
in connection with the deficit. It had
been made the subject of rejoicing on
the part of a certain portion of the
community, who imagined that ad-
ditional taxation would be rendered
necessary, and they would profit
thereby. The Leader of the Op-
position had framed an amendment

[COMMONS.] Business.



Supply. 627

in such a manner as to try and catch the
largest number of votes. A variety of
interpretations might be placed upon
it, but for its real meaning, they were
obliged to examine the speeches made
by its supporters. One member ap-
proved of a 20 per cent. tariff, which
would be an increase of 21- per cent.

It had been represented that Ameri-
can goods were placed on the Canadian
market at discounts of 20, 30 and 50
per cent.; and if this was the fact, how
could it be prevented by such a small
increase duty ? A national policy had
also been mentioned ; he did not know
that any member on either side of the
Ilouse would advocate anything else;
all our policies were national. It had
again been termed a paternal policy-
but when the child grew up he was
left to his own resources. An imi-
tative policy, it was further termed ;
but who were we to imiltate ? Not
Great Britain, but the United States !
Imitation was said to be the highest
flattery; but were we to destroy our
shipping interests, of which we beasted
so much ? In 1873-4 the Americans
paid $415,924,580 on imports ; and
goods admitted free of duty were
valued at $179,936,668-$595,861,248
in all, of which 68 per cent. had been
carried by foreign vessels. The ex-
ports of the United States for the
same period amounted to $704,463,120
in value, of which 74 per cent., or
$521,394,909 in value were shipped in
foreign ships. This would be the con-
dition in which Canada would be
placed under a similar system.

lHon. Members spoke of a retaliatory
policy. There was a time when, if
we had wished, we could have re-
taliated against the United States.
That was upon the abrogation of the
Reciprocity Treaty, we could then
have excluded the Aimericans from
our canals, and by those means have
struck a blow which would have been
felt from the shores of Lake luron to
the foot of the Rocky Mountains.

But we did not, and he believed it
was well we did not, for if we had, Can-
ada, while injuring them, would have
suffered herself. The result of such
action would have been to have sent
the trade of the West down the
Erie Canal to New York. Buffalo

46wj

would have been built up at the ex-
pense of Montreal.

This amendment partook somewhat
of the character of a sugar-coa ted pill.
It was to be made palatable by the in
troduction of the agricultural element.
Members had spoken of having re-
ceived letters from farmers, calling out
for protection. He had not been hon-
oured with any such. He had, however,
received a letter from one of his constit-
uents in which he said :--" I hope that
" the Government will be able to carry
"out their plan of retrenchment and
" show to the country that it is not an
"increase in the tariff we need, "but

economy both on the part of the peo-
ple and the Government." Thisgen-

tieman had full opportunity of know-
ing the sentiments of his neighbours,
and he believed that they were those
also of the large majority of the lamiers
in his riding.

A great deal had been said about the
benefits of reciprocity, and former
speakers had dwelt upon the advan-
tages which would follow free in-
tercourse with the United States. Ie
had no doubt it would be so, but it
was simply preposterous to suppose
that by putting a duty on American
wheat they would be forced to negotiate
a Treaty. If the Americans in repeal-
ing the old Treaty thought they
would force Canada to cry out for
annexxtion they soon found they had
made a very grievous error. They
put on the screw, but it was a dock-
yard screw and only answered the
purpose of launching the good ship
Confederation. It was asserted this
new and undeveloped policy, fore-
shadowed by the right hon. member for
Kingston, would benefit farmers by
placing them in the same condition as
their neighbours over the line. Now,
what was that condition ? In the
House of Representatives a year or two
ago, Mr. Marshall, of Illinois, made the
following statement:-

" The farmer starting tohis work has a shoe
put on his horse with nails taxed at 67 per
cent., driven by a hammer taxed 54 per cent.;
cuts a stick with a knife taxed 50 per cent.;
hitches his horse to a plow taxed 50 percent.,
with chains taxed 67 per cent. He returns to
his home at night, and lays his wearied limbs
on a sheet taxed 58 per cent., and covers him-
self with a blanket that has paid 250 per cent.
He rises in the morning, puts on his humble
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fiannel shirt taxed 80 per cent., his coat taxed
53 per cent., shoes taxed 35 per cent., and hat
taxed 70 per cent. ; opens family worship by a
chaptur from his Bible taxed 25 per cent., and
kneel to his God on an humble carpet taxed
150 per cent. He sits down to his humble
imeal from a plate taxed 40 per cent, with
kinife and fork 35 per cent. ; 'drinks his cup
of coffee taxed 47 per cent, or tea 78 per cent.,
with sugar 70 per cent. ; seasons bis food
vith salt taxed 100 per cent., pepper 297 per
cent., or spice 379 per cent. He looks around,
upon his wife and children all taxed in the
same way ; takes a chew of tobacco taxed at
100 per cent., or lights a cigar taxed 120 per
cent., and then thanks his stars that he lives
in the freest and best Government under
Heaven."

The right hon. member for King-
ston has said that there was, in his
estimation, no life in the world more
happy and enviable than a farmer's,
under the circumstances in which he is
placed in Canada; and yet he would
change his condition and .place him
under a burthen of taxation like bis
American brother.

le (Mr. Fleming) had always sup-
posed that the right hon. member for
Kingston had, during his long term of
office, followed the policy of Great
Britain as far as the circumstances of
the country would admit. In proof of
this, he would call attention to the
policy of the late Government as indi-
cated by theBudget Speeches of its Fi-
nance Ministers. In 1859 Sir A. T. Galt
announced a deficit of over $2,400,000
and increased the tariff for revenue
purposes; however, he said at the
same time, he did not believe a pro-
tective policy was best in this country,
situated as we were in close proximity
to the United States. Again in 1866,
Sir A. T. Galt, in his Budget
Speech, stated :-" We have the choice
" of the American system or the
"European. If we take the Lnited
"States system of protective duties, of
"protecting everything, every branch
"of industry, we shall to a certain
"extent assimilate our system with
"theirs, a course which I do not think
"this country will approve. On 'the
"other hand, if we adopt what I call
"the Eiuropean system-because the
"policy of England is now being

gent-ally 'ad.opted by other European
"couriteis-if we adopt that system
as .opposed to the Anerican system
4"then, I think, we shall stand in

Mr. FLEMING.

"the position of offering to the,
"people and the capital, whiclb
"for various causes are now seeking-
"new homes and employment, a coun--
"try possessing more advantages than
" any other on the continent." At that
time a duty of fifty cents per barrel
was put upon flour, and ten cents one
corn and other coarse grains. The
avowed object of this duty was to-
bring the Americans to terms. It had,
however, no effect. In 1868 the duty-
was taken off. The right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston said in the HIouse on
the occasion of its repeal, that the
flour tax had been imposed as an as-
sertion of the independence of the-
country against American exclusive
legislation. It had been maintained
with this view until it had been found
to work oppressively in certain sec-
tions of the community, and was now
repealed as a step in the right direc-
tion.

In 1868 this was taken off; it had
been stated that it was imposed to show
the Americans that we intended to act
as we pleased; but when it was found
to oppress a certain portion of our peo-
ple it was removed. This was said by
the right hon. member for Kingston,
who declared further that it was a step
in the right direction.

Adovocates of protection had an-
nounced that though now defeated they
would educate the country up to the
proper point, and carry the next elec-
tions on this policy, but what sort of
education would it be to teach people
not to depend upon themselves, but
upon others ? The best training for a
young man was in the way of cultivat-
ing self-respect and self-reliance ; and
the same principle held good with re-
gard to manufactures and citizens gen-
erally. He was not aware that after ail
the manufactures were suffering so very
severely, and he advised them toý
follow the example of the Canadian
farmers of 1857, when placed under
similar circumstances. A poor crop
was succeeded by a falling market.
The price of wheat hâ.d fallen onle-
half in Toronto within thé spacê
of four months; and what did they
do? They did not fold their handi
hat finding that the growth of whoe
was not profitable, they.turned their st-
tention to darying and stock-raising ;
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:and in consequence soon restored them-
-selves to prosperity.

One cause of the present trouble, he
believed, lay in the belief of manufac-
turers that they ought to secure a
larger percentage of profit than others
obtained from their investments. He
did not think that the Govei-rnent had
any right to interfere with the profits
of capital. To show the condition of
several manufactures, he begged to
submit the following statistics, taken
from the last Census -

" The manufacturer of agricultural impli-
ments occupied 252 establishments, 2,546
hands, employed $1,104,308 capital, paid in
wages $856,084 ; value of raw mat-riai, $889,-
847, and of manufactured do. $2,685,393; per-
centage of profit on capital, 85. Manufaicture
of boots and shoes 4,191 establishments,
18,719 hands, and $3,266,633 ot capital
and $4,159,896 wages; had raw material valued
at $7,927,155, and manufacture valued at
$16,133,638 ; percentage of profit on capital
123. Cabinet and furniture making emploved
854 establishments, 4,366 hands, $2,050,175
of capital. paid $1,189,435 in wages. Value
of raw material, $1,414,774, and of manufar-
tured $3,580,978 ; percentage of protit 46.
Chemical establishments gave employment
to 202 hands, $465,900 capital, and paid
$64,076 in wages. Value of raw material,
$475;538, and of manufactured $816,250.
Percentage of profit 59. There were 8 cotton
factories, employing 745 hands and $632.000
capital, and paying $129,400 in wages.
Value of raw material $462,000, of manufac.
tured $781,000; percentage of profit 30.
There are 2,295 flour and grist milla, employ,
ing 4,992 hands, and $9,929,898 capital, pay-
ing $1,282,879 in wages. Value of raw
material $32,474,548, and of manufactured
$39,135,919 ; percentage of profit 54.
Foundries and machine shops had 430
establishmentQ, employing 7,653 hands,
$3,760,505 capital, and paying $2,429,815 in
wages. Value of raw materiaà $2,427,423,
of manuifactured $7,325,531 ; percentage of
profit 65. There are 4 sugar refinersemploying
359 hands, $425,000, and paying $118,200 in
wages. Value of raw material $3,706,000, of
manufactured $4,132,750; percentage of
profit 70. Tanneries had 1,142 establishments
employing 4.207 hands, and $2,656,163
capital, and paying $,1056,204 in wages.
Value of raw material $5,712,642, and of
manufaetured $9,184,932 ; percent ige of
profit 90. Wool cloth making empl yed 270
establishments, 44,153 hands, and $2,776,814
capital; paid $917,837 wages Value ofraw
material $3,217,068, and of manufactured
$5,507,549 ; percentage- of profit 50 Of nail
and tack factories there are 15, employing
$191,870. Value of raw material $707,080,
and of manufactured $1,147,380 ; percentage
Of profit6r4.'

If these statistics were correctmanu-

facturers could afford to bear with a
year or two of depression. A great deal
had been said about the control of the
home market, but in the United States
the boot and shoe manufacturers, who
had complete control of their own
market, in 1871 petitioned Congress,
stating that the duties placed on
articles used in connection with their
business, which yielded three and a
half millions, while the taxes imposed
upon it amourted to eight millions;
and this the Administration was re-
minded, must eventiually be borne
by the wearers of these articles.
On leather was 35 per cent. ; on
cotton and silk rubber 35 and 50 per
cent. respectively; and on'lastings and
serges, 8î per cent., while these were
manufacurred by only two establish-
ments in the country.

I We beiieve." these manufacturera
continued, " that the entire renioval
"of all protective duties would greatl-

advance our industry, as we should
th-en have the markets of the world
to sell otr products, thus largely in-

"creasing the labour employed and the
"profits of manufacturing."

This was signed by the proprietors
of 122 factories in Lynn; 15 in
Beverly; 22 in Worcester; 96 in
Hlaverdale; 35 in Marblehead, and 84
in the city of Boston-all of Massach a-
setts ; and by 3 in the town of Ports-
mouth, and by 7 in Dover-both of
New Hampshire, numbering 384 of
the largest factories in these States.

The present tariff should reccive a
longer trial. Frequent changes were
injurious. Manufacturers should de-
pend more upon their own energies and
business capacity than they were dis-
posed to do.

He would quote from a speech made
by Mr. Dobell, of Quebec, at the re-
cent annual meeting of the Dominion
Board of Trade:-

" The sugar refineries of England
"have been suffering lately from the
"competition of-beet root sugar import-
"ed from France. They did not
itclamor for protection, but met to-
"gether and resolved to improve their
"machinery, manage their establish-
"ments more economically, and not-

withstanding the bounty offered to
"the sugar interest in France, stili
"compete with them. For a time,

Büupply. [MARcH 14, 1876.]



t30 Supply.

"one of the locomotive manufactures
"of England was closed because
"labour was so high. Locomotives
"were imported from Belgium cheaper
"than they could produce them. Did
"you find the English manufactures

rush to the Government for protec-
tion ? Not at all. They took the
sound practical course of business
men-cut down expenses, and by
their wise policy regained pros-
perity."
Our country possessed immense ad-

vantages, and almost inexhaustible re-
sources, and lie hoped, and was confi-
dent, that by economy, both public
and private, it would in due time be
raised to the position occupied by the
miost fiourishing nations of the earth.

Mr.WALLACE (Norfolk) stated tbat
his hon. friend from Brant had read
statistics showing the state of things as
they existed in 1871, but he had not told
the House that the country was then
niversally prosperous.

Adversity, however, was now the
rule, and every one complained in con-
sequence. He would not affirm that
the change was due to the change
which had taken place in the Admin-
istration ; but it was, nevertheless,
strange that when we had what was
called a corrupt Government prosper-
ity reigned, while since 1873 we

possessed what was called a pure
Government combined with adversity.
He only gave the facts and allowed
hon. members to draw their own
inferences.

The discussion had been principally
confined to the questions of free-trade
and protection ; but these were not at
.all at issue. If it was so, he would un-
liesitatingly avow himself a Free-
Trader ; and if any bon. gentleman
was prepared to advocate free-trade-
with its necess'ary consequence, direct
taxation-he would support him. le,
however, believed thev could get free-
trade by a better nethod, and without
direct taxation. The issue now before
the people was a question of tariffs.
What he contended for was a readjust-
ment of the burdens and not an increase
of taxation. It was said that a tax-
able bread meant an inerease in the
eost of bread to the consumer. If,
however, the price of bread were re-
duced that interfered with the ability

Mr. FLEMING.

of the producer to purchase other-
articles he might require to live-
upon. The advocates of free-trade-
in Manchester did so, not because the
artizans might get more bread, but be-
cause they might get bread cheaper, so
that they might be able to work
cheaper, and in that way make Man-
chester the great emporium of the
world for certain manufactures. Free-
trade in England bad operated to the
detriment of English artizans, and a
dispute had arisen between Free-traders
and Protectionists as to whether it
would not be advisable for England to
adopt a policy that would put ber arti-
zans on a better footing than that
which they had at present. It had
been said that the position of Canada
was far less dangerous now than it
was two or three years ago. With
this proposition in one respect he
agreed. It was in a less dangerous po-
sition, because that which was feared
had come. The crisis had come, and
the danger was past, but the crisis was
followed with a fearful result. Two
or three years ago we had prosperity;
now ruin had overtaken many, and
there was no such thing as prosperity.
Those who put forward the Provincial
view of the case did not act like states-
men. The duty of a statesman was to
view the Dominion as a whole and
legislate accordingly. Anything affect-
ing injuriously a portion of the Domin-
ion, affected the whole of it. It was
said the country would recover from.
the comr>ercial squall by which it had
been struck. -He had no doubt that
after the ruin had passed away the
,ountry itself would renain, 'but how
would it be with those who had lost
their all through the violence of the
tornado ? It was said that it was an
evidence of the prosperity of this
country that Canada could negotiate a
loan on the London market at a fa-
vourable rate of interest. le regretted
that the country had borrowed money,
for borrowing must prove injurious to
any country. But the reason that this
money had been obtained at rates so
very favourable in England was be-
cause the Government which had
preceded the hon. gentlemen had
succeeded in carrying on the business,
of the country, in increasing the reve-
nue, and at the same time decreasing
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axation. It bad been said that bor-
rowing money in England added to the
permanent capital of this country.
This proposition he regarded as an
absurdity. Again, it was argued that
the policy of the Government was one
of justice. Now, he would ask was it
a policy of justice to allow other na-
tions to have an advantage over us in
our commercial relations with them ?
The United States -were allowed to
have an advantage over us in every
respect. Everything we sent over to
them they taxed, and many things they
sent to Canada were admitted free. Was
that justice to the people of Canada ?
He regarded it as a remarkable argu-
ment that in six years, time the coun-
try might be in as prosperous a condi-
tion as it was in 1871. So that in two
years of radical rule, under what was
called a Reform Government, the
country had retrograded so much that
it would. take it ten years to recover.
If this was reform the people might
well say-from all such reform Good
Lord deliver us. This was a
peculiar kind of progress. The Fin-
ance Minister, to a certain extent,
was responsible for the condition of
affairs in the Dominion. In our com-
mercial condition which was largely
based on credit. confidence was essen-
tially necessary to prosperity, but the
ion Minister of Finance struck a blow
at confidence in bis first Budget Speech.
In ans wer to the question, what could
be done to assist the country in its
present crisis, he would respond, send
for Sir Francis Hinks. Put him in the
position of the Minister of Finance
and he would institute order at once
and restore the finances and credit of
the country. He had restored the
financial condition of the country twice
and could do it again. The present
depressed condition was the offlspring
of human legislation, and by human
legislation prosperity can be restored.
-But before the disease could be cured
the cause of the disease must be ascer-
tained. Over-production was given as
one reas n for our depressed condition,
but this he did not believe. Produc-
tion created happiness, and excessive
production must create greater happi-
less. and on the principle that like

produced like, it was impossible for
happiness to create misery.

It could not be said that inflation
was the cause, for they might look
back to the periods between 1851-55,
and 1869-73, when inflation was said
to exist, and ask if we had suffering
then? No; we had prosperity, and
all that would seem to be wanting to
secure perpetual prosperity would be
continuous inflation. Over-importation
was only a secondary cause ; it did not
matter how much we inported if we
could only pay for it. le believed
that the banks had largely contributed
to bringing about depression ; the circu-
lating medium in Canada in al
amounted to 28,000,000, and all the rest
of their capital was u'sed by importers.
The banks had injured the country in
another way; the depression began in
September, 1873, when we should have
been protsperous, )eeise the lumber-
men were getting the returns and
the produce of the farin was coming to
market, and money should have been
plentiful; but Ti banks had taken
capital to New York where they specu-
lated in gold. The Goverinment should
control these institult ion, and 4L pievent
them carrying capital out of the
country. They could do so by re-
fusing to griant themn more pi-ivileges
than private mnoney lenders could
secure if such a policy were pur-
sued. Another reason given foi- the
depression was shrinkages in value;
these might be either legitimate or
illegimate; loss through wear and tear
and decreased cost of production were
legimate, but a pure decline in the
price of an article made for sale was
illegimate shrinkage, meaning ruin,
perhaps, to the manufacturer. This
was the case at present in connection
with our industrial interests; and
illegitimate shrinkage signified disas-
ter to the manufacturers, and possibly
starvation to the operatives. The
Government should take this question
into their serious consideration, and
institute a new order of things pre-
venting sueh shi-inkage.

Two years ago the hon. gentlemen
opposite were taken on credit by this
country on their professions of honesty
and ability to govern, but they had
shrunk immediately in value in public
etimation. Only a short time ago
thev were able to carry the Montreal
cniIstituencies, but there was a shrink-
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age of value there. It was the same
in Hamilton.

Mr. WOOD-No! no!
Mr. WALLACE said they were

shrinking in value throughout the
country very fast, and they woild feel
it when they were swept out of the
Treasury Benches, as he believed they
would be next election, and the sooner
that happened the better for the coun-
try. He might illustrate this shrink-
age in another matter. When the bon.
gentlemen opposite were in Opposition
they said the Pacifie Railway should
be built by a private company or not
at all, but when they crossed the floor
of the House they made it a Govern-
ment work. le believed that was the
proper way to build it, but they shrunk
in value because of their inconsistency.
Again, when in Opposition they de-
clared no contracts sbould be let with-
out the sanction of Parliament, but
in power they let contracts without
consulting the people's representatives,
and they did many things they pre-
viously professed to abhor. They were
therefore shrinking in value. It was
a legitimate shrinkage caused by their
own acts.

It was said the slaughtering of
foreign goods in our markets was one
cause of the depression. It was
inposible to prevent this, however, by
legislation. In his opinion another
cause, and a very important one, of
the prevailing distress was the
false system of credit in the country.
Our banks lend their credit when their
capital stock is gone. In prosperous
times they induce men to go into
speculation upon bank credit, and this
system led to much evil. The only way
to prevent this was by devising a
monetary system that would be
exnansive and keep pace with the
indiistry of the country. Money moves
industry. Take away the motor and
the industry ceases to move. When
we have no money industry collapses
and depression is universal. He believed
we could introduce a system of money
which would render credit unnecessary.
But before such a system could be
introduced it was necessary to know
-what money is. Now what was money?
He would sav negitively it was nothing.
It could b- made ont of almost anything

Mr. WALLACE.
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and, therefore, it was nothing in itself.
It was neither the product of
nature nor of industry, but the
creation of Governments by which to
measure value, and to facilitate the ex-
change of values. But -a measure to
be of use must be a fixed quantity, and
gold being subject to the laws of supply
and demand, did not answer that
requirement. Gold could measure
nothing, because a starving man would
give all the gold in the world for a loaf
of bread. Now, the true value of any
article is the labour it costs to produce
it, and the true measure of its value is
its usefulness to man-just what a man
would give for it. It is unjust to take
one value and make it the measure of
all other values, because it gives it a
supremacy over all other values, and
as gold is made the measure and it
bears no proportion to all the other
values, the system tends to the depre-
ciation of these values-the restriction
of production-the prevention of hap
piness and the creation of misery. IHe
held the suffering of this country and
the depression of trade throughout the
world is due to the false monetary
system by which commerce is regn-
lated. Our money is unequal to the
task of measuring the industry of the
world, and we have to supplement it
by credit. He would introduce money
of the least value possible because the
less value it was the truer measure it
would be. Paper money, therefore,
was the best, because it was the of least
value, and was less subject to the law
of supply and demand than any other.
Paper money bought everything in the
United States, and was, therefore, not
the "vicious and irredeemable cur-
rency" which an hon. gentleman in
the debate had tried to represent it.
It was plain that money of this kind
whieh would buy all a man wanted and
pay all his debts was good enough.

At Six o'clock the House rose for
recess.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. WALLACE continued, stating
that the system of paper money was
the best because its value was smal),
and it was easy of transportation. -It
might be said that it would be good
o ily among ourselves; but no money
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was good ont of the country where it
-was created-it mattered not whether
it was of gold, silver, or paper, we did
not hesitate to take greenbacks,
,although we knew that we could not go
to the States and get gold for them;
they possessed a purchassing power,
and could buy gold as well as anything
-else. The purchasing power of gold
was regulated by the law of supply
and demand; if scarce, this was in-
creased; if abandant, it was lessened.
They would be told of depreciated
money; but this was' not so bad as
depreciated values. If we over import-
ed, money was scarce, property was
sacrificed, trade collapsed, and ruin,
as at present, prostrated the country;
if such a currency existed no one felt it
ýexcept those who wished to have gold-
the importers ; and was it not right that
the men who caused the ruin should so
suifer% for their recklessness? If the
price of gold was increased the price
of imported goods was also increased,
and this gave protection and a stimulus
to home industries ; this was the true
system of protection, making industry
protect itself, instead of by taxation,
which benefitted neither producer nor
,consumer, but was only a :burden. It
was far better to collect revenue by di-
rect taxation than by Customs duties, as
the cost of collection was thereby saved.
The Government should be carried on in
a manner more conducive to the inter-
.ests of the country than at present;
-money should be issued representing
the labour of persons employed by the
Administration. The Customs system
created a host of revenue officers, non-
producers, who, like locusts, preyed
upon the country's vitals. Was it
-more dangerous to empower the Gov-
-ernment to issue money than to bor-
row ? He thought not, and that it would
be better to issue legal tender notes for
twenty millions than to borrow this
amount. Circulation would thereby
be increased, production be stimulated,
and industry benefitted; while bor-
rowing sent money out of the country
to pay the interest merely, year
after year, to our disadvantage. There
tould be no comparison between
the systens. It had become more
profitable to speculate in money than
to invest manufactures; and the con-
:sequence was that a hofde of money-

lenders had been created, who were
non-producers, preying upon the indus-
try of the people.

Borrowing money was only discount-
ing the future, and for the construction
of our public works, we might discount
future by borrowing from ourselves,
for although we had no money we had
what was better-we had an immen-
sity of wealth in our wild lands, our
forests and our mines. At the taking
of the last census we had real and
personal property worth $1,028,000,-
000 ; and if we wanted to spend
$150,000,000 on public works, we could
not realize the great wealth, besides
which we had all the wild lands, forests,
mines, &c, of the great North-West
Territory; yet when we required
only eight or ten millions for such
purposes, we ran over to England
and negotiated a loan. A man would
be considered to possess poor business
capacity if he had $1,000, and a house
and lot worth a couple of hun-
dreds, and still was unable to
obtain funds to the extent of $150 for
any undertaking-this was the position
of Canada. If our credit was sufficieut
to secure gold with which to buy Ca-
nadian labour, why was it not good
enough to purchase it without the in-
tervention of gold ? Was it because the
English people had more faith in our
future than we ourselves ? He believ-
ed that Canadians had full confidence
in it. Our legal tender notes were, of
course, based upon gold; but this did
not amount to more thaa 25 cents
on the dollar. The people did not
seek to exchange them for gold, but
only wanted to get more of then
than they had. Our commercial
system, which made us go 3,000
miles to secure coal, which was to
be found in the Dominion; import.
iron when we had it under our feet,
and wool when we could grow it, &c.,
could not be right; but still the Gov-
ernment said it was impossible to
change it.

Mi. THOMSON(Welland) said itwas
extraordinary that the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston should, in the year
1876, place before this intelligent Hjouse
and country, a proposition to levy pro-
tective duties on the agricultural as
well as the manufacturing industries
of other countries. The effect of put,
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ting a tax on both was to protect
neither, and the thing was absurd on
the face of it. The right hon. member
for Kingston was the last defender of
the system of imprisonment for debt,
and now, in 1876, he wanted to put a
tax on corn and wheat. Whatever
law was good for 40,000,000 of
people would suit 4,000,000. The laws
of nature were immutable, and applied
to ail countries alike. What suited
England would suit us, and it was non-
ense to say we should shut out the

people of other countries from ours.
The one thing necessary to ensure
manufacturing for Canada, was to open
our doors to ail countries without re-
ference to their duties against us. By
allowing the products of other coun-
tries to come freely into Canada, each
family would save from one to two
hundred dollars a year-say $50,000,-
000, and as capital reproduced itself
three times in the year, that would
give $150,000,000 which was lost for-
ever to our people every year by our
tariff. The panie in Canada was the
result of protection. The interest on
money in this country grows every
year higher and higher, and there is a
something rotten in our system which
makes people poorer instead of
richer. In the Niagara district,
the garden of Canada, all the
land in the township where he (Mr.
Thompson) lived, could be bought for
$50 an acre; forty years ago it was
sold for $60 an acre. Under true
priiciples of Government, land would
be dear, labour dear, and products
cheap; but in Canada to-day land is
cheap, labour cheap, and products are
dear. The true measure of progress is
not the production but the consumption
of a people. Every country consumes
ail it produces, receiving something in
return for all it exports. If there was
a Chinese Wall built round Canada, so
that we could not communicate with
another country, our people would con-
tinue to accumulate wealth as they do
now. Foreign trade is nothing but a
swap of products, the merchants being
nothing but middlemen who amount to
nothing in a nation. The cause of our
troubles has been that our laws have
been made to suit the merchants in-
stead of the producing classes. This
should be altered, and the moment it

Mr. THomsoN.

is done the industrial classes will rise-
from their present condition, and the
country will be free from panies.
Canada did not want protection.
There never was a country in such a,
position to throw off the time-honoured
principles of protection as Canada. She
had the courage, wealth and capacity
to do it, and if she refused to take
advantage of the situation she was a
coward, and would sink in the estima-
tion of the world into a two-and-six-
penny colony. He desired to say in
regard to the question of money and
interest, that it made the rich richer
and the poor poorer. iMen who par-
took too much of the character of
shysters sat in their miserable offices.
and actually sapped the independence,
liberty and intelligence of the whole
country by their 7, 8, and 10 per
cent. principles. There the difficulty
lay. He was quite satisfied that
it was possible for a Government
like this to make such a system,
of currency as would credit the
exception and not the rule. . No legis-
lation that protected the rich man
only would be satisfactory to the
country. The rich man could take
care of himself, and legislation was re-
quired to elevate to his true dignity
the working man.

Mr. BERTRAM said that if instead
of adopting the advice of the hon..
member for South Norfolk, to send for
Sir Francis Hincks to take the place of
the Minister of Finance, the Govern-
ment were to send an invitation across
the House, the hon. gentleman himself
might consent to fill the honourable
office. The hon. gentleman had also
spoken of th3 extraordinory shrinkage
which had taken place in values, and.
had spoken of shrinkage as consisting
of two kinds, legitimate and illegiti-
mate. He (Mr. Bertram) thought it
would be a good thing for the
House to know the opinion of the
hon. gentleman as to the legiti-
maey or illegitimacy of the shrink-
age which took place in the fa-
mous Governmental fall of 1873.
The question to which the motion of the-
right hon. member for Kingston gaye-
rise was one of great importance, an<
one whieh should be approached with
very grave consideration indeed.
That motion, if it meant anything,,

634 BSupply.



Suppy. MARH 14 186.] Supply. 635

2meant they should overturn the present
system and adopt a protective tariff.
It was well that they had the expe-
rience of the- United States and
England to guide them in the consider-
ation of this subject. It would, how-
ever, be unwise for them in consider-
ing the present condition of the coun-
try to forget the differences of the
condition existing in the three coun-
tries. It was well known that land
in England was very dear in compari-
eon with Canada, and that money was
more plentiful and much cheaper than
here. This gave a great advantage to
farmers and mannifacturers in Canada,
and if they examined into the condi-
tion of Great Britain they would see
she was passing through a crisis almost
of the self-same kind as that which
Canada has been subjected to.

There was nothing extraordinary in
England being in its present condition;
which was due, as had been the case
frequently, to over-production. In the
United States, the circumstances were
somewhat different-over-production
being combined with an inflated
currency and shrinkage in the value of
real estate. The crisis commenced
there about two and a half years ago,
and though they boasted of immense
recuperative power and resources,
their position was still but slightly
changed, while with us the effects were
far less grave. We had prospered under
our present system, and lie did not
care whether it was termed incidental
protection or modified free-trade, as
their was nothing in the mere name.
lt had given us an elastic revenue, «
and encouragement to our manufac-
turers. By this amendment, the right
hon. gentleman sought to overturn
what lie and his friends had built up,
acting the part of an iconoclost. If it
passed the parties should change
names, as the Government would
represent the Conservative party of
Canada.

The right lion. gentlemen stated
that we should all take an interest in
Canadian manufacturers ; this was quite
right, but it was only one half of the
truth, for we should also take a deep
interest in every individual in the
Dominion. The right hon. gentleman
further said, that we should encourage,
assist, and support our farmers in their

needs ; these were fine sentiments,
which he was sure cvery hon. member
would endorse; but fine words alone
would not do. We were asked directly
to exclude American produce from our
market ; and one reason given in this
relation, was rather extraordinary,
viz :-that at least it would do no
harm. This was inconsequential; and
what good would it do ? this it
was the duty of the advocates
of such a policy to show the
exclusion of Indian corn was urged
on the ground that our farmers would
then raise rye, to be used by our
distillers ; but was it expedient that
our wealth and labour should be
employed in producing rye, when
whiskey could be made of corn with
one-half the labour ? He thought not.
It had been asserted that the farmers
paid the present duty of 15 cents per
bushel on barley sent into the United
States, but he believed that lie could
prove that it was paid by the Ameri-
cans. He took wheat as a standard of
value for fari products, its price was
regulated by that which obtained in
Europe. We competed in this article
with the United States in Liverpool ;
and it stood to reason that our farmers
would not grow barley if they could get
more money for it than wheat. The
actual facts were that Canada was
yeariy exporting a larger quantity of
the former ; and he considered this was
the clearest possible proof that the
farmers found it to thcir advantage to
do so ; thei efore the Amerieois paid
that duty themselves.

An article had been read to show
that foreign were replacing English
goods in Great. Britain, and that these
free-traders would soon be demanding
protection. This might be so; but
one thing would surely happen when
England changed lier policy in this
respect ; when she only manufactured
for lier own consumption, she would
rank with Spain in the world's estima-
tion, and in a few year's hence the
proverbial New Zealander might be seen
standing on London Bridge. There was
no doubt that a small quantity of
Belgian iron had been imported into
England, but this was due to the
strikes and demands for increased
wages in the latter country. If the
English manufacturers desired to keep
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the foreign trade in connection with
certain articles, they should pay more
attention to their designs, &c., for in-
stance: At present electro-plated ware
was largely brought into the Dominion
from the United States, whereas, not
many years ago, it had been imported
from England. And why ? Because
the British manufacturer kept in the
old grooves, while the Americans had
secured new designs and new metal.

One reason was as good as fifty, and
he had given one why English manu-
factures were being superseded in nar-
ticular classes by those of the United
States.

The neighbouring country was par
excellence one of protec.tion, and what
was the result of the system there ?
In tleo iron trade there were at this
day midions of dollars worse than idle.
When the Morreli tariff was first
brought into operation it gave such an
impetus to industries, and the profits
of manufacturing were so enormous
that numbers rushed into such employ-
ment. The result was where there
was only one or two manufacturing
establishments of a particular kind,
they combined for the purpose of
simply robbing the people, and
where there were a good many, the
competition was so keen that the
strongest only survived, the rest
being ruined. When prosperity again
returns this will be repeated, more
people will go into those indus-
stries, and the extreme competition
will end the same way. The posi-
tion of this country was different,
being neither one of free-trade as in
England.nor protection as in the United
States. Our duties being very small
prevent our manufactures from realiz-
ing more than fair living profits. As an
illustration of the results which some-
times arise from a high protective
tariff, he referred to the combination
of the coalminers of Pennsylvania a
few years ago to obtain $2 per ton
more than a reasonable profit for coal.
If the Nova Scotia coal had not been
excluded from the markets of the
United States, the poor classes of the
New England States and New York
would bave felt the benefits of compe-
tition in the cheapness of fuel.

He could not take his seat without
-expressing the pleasure with which he

Mr. BERTRA m.

had heard the announcement of the
Finance Minister that the deficiency of
the revenue was to be met by economy
and not by increased taxation. That
policy would be sustained not only by
the House but by a majority of the
people throughout the Dominion.

Mr. McNAB stated that the question
under consideration was most impor-
tant to the farmers, of whom he was
one; he had also the honour of repre-
senting au agricultural constituency.
The amendment had been very- care-
fully worded, indicating no particular
line of policy beyond an expression of
censure with regard to the Govern-
ment, and only advised a re-adjustment
of the tariff. Still they had a right to
assume owing to surrounding circum-
stances, that if carried, its effect would
be to increase the duties on certaia
classes of goods. The Boards of Trade
and manufacturers, with singular unan-
imity, had concluded that the tarif
should be raised, but it was to be re-
membered that the manufacturing and
mercantile classes only formed about
one-twentieth part of the population ;
and yet their proposition was to place
higher duties on the articles con-
sumed by the other nineteen-twentieths.
He was not surprised that this one-
twentieth should ask for protection.
It would be a good thing for them,
though bad for the farmer. But they
argued that the agricultural interest
would also receive the benefit of protec-
tion, and it was alleged they desired
it. He had been a farmer for twenty
years, was a member of several agri-
cultural societies, and this year held
the position of President of the Agri-
cultural and Arts Association of Onta-
rio, yet he had never heard a desire
for protection expressed by the farmera
of any section of Ontario. They knew
that it was not to their interests that
this House should adopt any such
measure. They reasoned the matter
in this way:-" We farmers are the
"producers, and there is but one-
"twentieth of our population which
"consumes our products. It is impos-
"sible in the nature of things that
"these people can control our market,
"consequently it is to our interest to
"have such legislation as will enable
"us to purchase as cheaply as we can,
"and sell our products at the highest
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"attainable prices." If this motion
should pass, everything the farmer
consumed, everything he purchased
in the cities, whether for use in his
house, or in his fields, would cost
him more. But it was alleged that
the tariff would so increase the
price of farm products that it
would compensate him for the ad-
ditional cost of his implements and
clothing. In Ontario and Quebec we
are not importers to any large extent
of coarse grains or cattle, and there-
fore the duties on such articles would
neither protect the farmers nor add to
the revenue. It had already been
shown that the Canadian farmers
derived benefit from the free importa-
tion of American corn, which was a
grain also used in the manufacture of
stareh. If this House imposed a duty
on Indian corn the effect would be to
enhance the oost of the raw material
to the manufacturer of starch. But
assuming, for the sake of argument
that the farmer would be benefited by
raising the tariff, he would lose ten
dollars for every one he gained by the
increased taxation.

Now, the farmers of Canada did not
that to be protection. If the Gov-
ernment of the country, after care
fully considering the matter, found it
was necessary in order to meet the
public requirements to impose an ad-
ditional duty on certain articles, the
farmers of Canada would not oppose
the addition; but the farmers were not
willing that there should be any spe-
cial legislation for the few at the
expense of the many. They sympa-
thized with the manufacturers, but
they did not believe the true remedy
for the existing depression was pro-
tection, but patient perseverance, pru-
dence and strict economy. It would
be unwise for the Government to
change the fiscal policy of the country
m order to meet the depressed circum-
stances in which the country thon was.
The iotto iii which farmers believed
Was " equal rights and equal privileges
"to all men and all classes, and special
"rights to none." That motto they
were willing to uphold on this ques-
tio0n1 Thb farmers frequently sufNred
from had tines induced bythe ihre

frop3 atd ;cther catises, but *ho
ver saw te farmers emeg to

this House and asking for special
legislation in their own behalf. If the
gentlemen opposite convinced hini that
the carrying of the amendment before
the House would advance the great
agricultural interest, he would be with
them. But ho was beartily convinced
that it would be most prejudicial to the
agrieultural interests, and indeed to the
interests of those classes who asked for
it, and who might in the meantime
reap a temporary advantage. There-
fore he should with great pleasure vote
against the amendment.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it was
greatly to be regretted that the Govern-
ment allowed a false impression to get
abroad in regard to their proposed
dealing with the tariff. The hon.
member for Chateauguay and Montreal
West were looked upon as the accredited
agents of the Government in their
statements to the people of Montreal.
If there was not an actual suggestio,
falsi, there was at all events a suppressio
Veri, and their statements should have
been contradicted. In dealings between
private persons such conduet would
have been scouted and it was the
bounden duty of the Government to,
have stated that there was to be no
alteration of the tarif if such was their
intention. The Government at the time
were making enquiries throughout the
country, and were engaged in consider-
ing a revision of the tariff.

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-Does
my hon. friend presume to state that I
was engaged on a revision ofthe tariff;
because, if so, I beg to contradiet him?

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-I say the
hon. member was considering changes.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I beg to
say that the hon. gentleman is making
a statement he has no right to make,
and which is entirely incorrect.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK reiterated that
the Hon. Minister of Finance received
information from all parts of the coun-
try obtained at his request, and after
havin1g received these recommendations
it was an act of great discourtesy
to the parties supplying the infor-
mation, ifhe did not even consider them.
The lon Minister of Finance was
not
"A daring pilot in extremity, pleased with the

" n e r"When-the wayes rau high."
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He saw the impending storm be-
tween the contending elements, led on
the one side by the hon. member for
Halifax, and on the other by the hon.
member for Montreal West. He
saw there was great danger in chang-
ing the fiscal policy, and he prudently
shrank from the encounter. But by
raising the false expectations of the
morchants, ho tended in a great mea-
sure to disarrange the trade of the
country. The Hon. Minister of Finance
had, in all his speeches since he
announced his policy, alluded to
manufactures in terms of disparage-
ment. He announced his intention of
preventing them, so far as he could,
amassing "colossal fortunes," which
thrcaten serious mischief to the
country. le alluded to them as
"lobbyists," forming "rings," that manu-
factutres produced an "artificial trans-
ference " of the rural population to the
towns which should be checked. He
spoke of the "squalid hovels" of the
rich manufacturers in the suburbs of
Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton. le
spoke of them as forming only one-
twentieth of the population. Nay, in
his last speech lie says they do not
compose one-fortieth of the population.
He (Mr. Kirkpatrick) said the whole
tendency of the Finance Minister's
speeches was to aronse a hostile feeling
between the agriculturist and the
manufacturer. That ho, in effect said,
"we are an agricultural country, and
"do not want manufactures, unless
" they grow up like mushrooms-that
"we should not plough the ground nor
" manure it, so as to encourage their
" growth." Putting aside for the mo-
ment the question of protection and
free-trade, let us suppose that we are
to remain solely an agricultural coun-
try, he (Mr. Kirkpatrick) asserted that
as an agricultural countrythe older Pro-
vinces-were almost full; only, perhaps,
in Ontario were there any good first-
class lands still ungranted by the
Crown, and even 'there the quantity
was very small. We were pushing
immigration into the North - West
where we offered acres of rich, fertile,
virgin soil, "without money and without
price."

If this was the case, could we expect
immigrants to settle on our second-
class lands ? Certainly not, until the

Mr. KIRKPATRICK.

profits of farming were raised to such
a degree as to enhance the value of
land now occupied, encouraging im-
proved tillage and the cultivation of
such lands. The older Provinces
should guard their manufacturing in-
terests, otherwise they will remain
stationery, or perhaps retrograde.
For example : across the Border
during the last decade, the greatest
increase in population bad occurred in
manufacturing States; and if an oppo-
site policy was pursued, our population
might even decrease; our farmers and
their sons would go the North-West,
and they would not be replaced. The
entire increase in this relation in the
United States during the last ten years,
amounted to 22 per cent. In Maine,
which with its lumbering greatly re-
sembled an old Canadian Province, the
population had actually decreased ; in
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode
lsland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
it increased 2313 per cent; in
Maine, New -Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, New York, Pennsylvania and
Ohio, the aggregate increase, how-
ever, was orly 14 per cent. In New
Hampshire the figures also showed
a decrease.

The Finance Minister was in error
when he affirmed that the manufactur-
ing classes did not include one-twentieth
of our population. The census informed
us that 479,512 persons were engaged
in agricultural pursuits; 75,201 in
commerce; 60,104in domestic pursuits;
212,808 in industrial pursuits, and 39,-
144 in professions; 143,070 not classed;
total, 1,009,847; thus showing that our
agriculturists did not comprise one-
half of the population, and the
industrial classes comprised about one-
fifth, or taking out the lumbermen,
fishermen, &c., they would be more
properly speaking, about one-eighth.
The Finance Minister should not have
treated these interests with contempt
and scorn; but he should have dis-
passionately argued the benefits be-
tween protection and free-trade. The-
Finapce Minister said in his Budget
Speech, " Theory apart, there are very
" few of us who would objeet to a
"moderately low rate of duty, or
"would care much to be found opposing
"a tarif, though in defiance of free-
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trade theories, which would bring a
"large addition to the population of
"the country at a very moderate cost
"to the remainder of the population."
was precisely the position he took, and
he was prepared to argue with the
hon. gentleman on his own text. We
should have a readjustment of the tariff
in order to encourage our native in-
dustries, and our agricultural interests.
The abstract principle of free-trade
was incontrovertible, but it was inap-
plicable to Canada in its present
peculiar position; give us free-trade on
both sides and he would support it;
and until we could really obtain it
we should fight the Americans with
their own weapons. le believed that
the Canadian farmers would support
this attitude, and Le saw no reason why
a duty should not be placed upon corn.
If a duty would not change the price
of wheat, as hon. gentlemen opposite
averred, neither would it alter the
price of flour. There -were many
anomalies in the tariff which ought
to be removed. The locomotive manu-
facturer in Canada did not enjoy at
present equal rights; other industries
were protected to the extent of 17½
per cent. while he had only 12 ; this
was improper, and should no longer be
allowed to exist. The piano industry
should also be aided by a proper method
of collecting the duty on foreign
pianos. The supporters of the
amendment did not favour extreme
protection ; they desired sufficient
protection to foster industries which
would yet supply the millions that
would settle in the vast North-West,
instead of allowing this country to be
so furnished from the Eastern States,
which would otherwise be the case.
He spoke as the representative of a
farming constiuency, and did not
think the policy advocated would re-
sult in increased taxation to the farmer;
even though it might render necessary
-a slight increase of taxation, he thought
that the agriculturists would support
it in the general interests of the
country.

Mr. BUNSTER rose to explain
why he would give a different vote
regarding this amendment than he had
east the other night, touching the
motion of the member for Montreal
West. When British Columbia entered

Confederation, its tariff was 12½ per
cent. on manufactures. By this act the
duties were raised 2, per cent.; and two
years ago a similar increase had been
made, and uncomplainingly borne. He
thought that the farmers had as much
right to protection as tle manufac-
turers had ; our industries wero at
present either closed or running on
short time, and as the country was
being flooded with American goods
these interests sbould receive proper
consideration.

When British Columbia entered the
Confederation, her farmers had a slight
protection, and the articles they con-
sumed were not so expensive as they
are now; ncither was the Govern-
ment so expensive as it is to-day.
They laboured under the delusion that
Confederation would increase their
prosperity, but they found every pro-
mise broken, and they realized the fact
they had been duped. When the hon.
member for South Bruce on taking
office, appealed to his constituents, ho
repudiated the agreement made with
Lord Carnarvon, and yet the Leader
of the Government took him in as his
colleague, just as a man who had a
bad case secured the services of an
able lawyer to make black appear
white. The Hon. Premier did not want
to give British Columbia ber rights,
and that was why he took the Hon.
Minister of Justice into his Cabinet.
Last year he (Mr. Bunster) had shown
the latter gentleman a specimen of
British Columbia wheat; he would now
pass him a specimen of British Cclum-
bia barley, and ask whether a country
that could raise such grain as that was
not worth protection.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I believe it can
protect itself.

Mr. BUNSTER said it could not
protect itself, because whilethe Ameri-
cans had free access to our markets
we were practically excluded from
those of the United States. In
1875 the Americans sent into British
Columbia 728 horses and 1,181 head of
cattle, which were entered at less than
half their value on bogus invoices.
They also sent in 1,454 swine, 8,400
sheep, and other things in proportion,
and yetthe Government when appealed
to for protection, replied: "We can-
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"not change the tarif." He knew to
the contrary. They had changed it
since he had been in Parliament. But
if they could not change it for the
whole Dominion they might give Brit-
ish Columbia a discriminatory tariff, or
allow her to have one such as she pos-
sessed before Confederation, when she
was more happy and prosperous than
she has been since. Instead of injur-
ing the revenue it would increase it,
while it would permit the farmers of
the Province to have their own market.
If they had free-trade with the United
States it would be fair enoigh, but
they were met by a heavy tariff on
everything they exported to that
country. The coal of British Columbia
would be excluded altogether fron San
Francisco only for its superior quality.
As soon as the Pacifie Railroad should
be built, British Columbia would not
object to any tariff that might be con-
sidered best suited for the intere- of
the whole Dominion.

He considered ifIndian corn were not
imported into Canada,that other cereals
to supply its place would be cultivated
to a greater extent than now. There-
fore he was of opinion that an advan-
tage would result to Canada from the
taxation of Indian corn. He thought
he had shown that protection in this
country was desirable. If they did
not want protection in Ontario, he
begged to inform theim that it was de-
sired in British Columbia, and he
hoped the Government would allow
them to fix their own tariff, as they
would not perform the other promises
they had agreed to.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said ho rose
for the purpose of stating clearly to the
louse) and through the house to the

country, the reasons on which he based
the vote he gave on this question some
days ago, andthe vote ho would give on
this amendment. H1e was a Free
Trader and had been one all his life;
but ho believed in free-trade being
reciprocal. He was in favor of free-
trade, then, if they could get it; but
since the abrogation of the Reciprocity
Treaty the policy of Canadu alwaya
seemed to be more or less contrary te
the policy of the United States. From
1865 to the present time, Canada had
been throwing open ber markets to the
production of American manufactures

Mr. BUNsTER.

and agriculturists, and had failed to
obtain any reciprocal treatment in
relation to the manufactures and produc-
tions of this country. He thought the
crisis had arrived, and that it was
desirable for Canadian statesmen to
take hold of this matter. He would
here lay down the principle that they
could not get reciprocity in tra4e
without reciprocity in tariff. He
did not mean to say that where the
Americans imposed a tariff of 50 or 70
per cent. we should impose the
same, but he would so re-adjust the tariff
that while it would raise the amount
needed by the Finance Minister,it would
act at the same time so as to protect
such of the struggling industries of the
country and the agricultural products
as it might be desirable to collect the
duties on. He did not pretend that ho
would vote for that resolution on the
abstract principle of protection, but as
a retaliatory measure for the purpose
of forcing the neighbouring country,
on which our prosperity so nuch de-
pended, to adopt more oi a liberal
policy towards Canada. It might be
said that he did not represent the,
views of his constituents on this sub-
ject, but it would be remembered that
lie had been returned twice to Parlia-
ment since he had voted on a similar
motion some six or seven years ago,
with the view of influencing Americans
to be more liberal in their treatment
of Cvnada. He would vote en this oc-
casion with Sir John A. Macdonald, ai-
though he might feel it his duty at a
future stage to introduce another amend-
ment on the same subject in order to on-
able him to express more clearly his
views in regard to this important
matter.

Mr. COLBY said lie desired to ex-
press what he believed to be the senti-
ments of Jte farnmers on this subject.
It was very properly stated by the-
lion. member for Glengarry that agri-
eulture was the paramount and pre-
dominating interest in the country, all
othërs being lairgely subsidiary to
that all a'bsorbing interest, and
that any fiscal policy not in the
interests of agriculture ought not to,
commend itself to the favour of the
public mon of this country, His hpn.
friend from Gienville a few days sinc
had called the attention of the House
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to the large quantity of Canadian
agricultural produce that was ex-
ported to the United States. That
gentleman's opportunity for observa-
tion was very good, living, as 'he did,
at a most important shipping port.
He regretted the hon. gentleman did
not prosecute his inquiry further, so
that he could have explained to the
House the cause, in his judgment, of
that circumstance.

Why was it that New England and
New York absorbed so largely the
agricultural products of the States
which composed New England, as well
as the surplus products of this country
before and during the period of reci-
procity and now ? The answer was quite
obvious-they possessed a large con-
suming industrial population? How did
this happen-could it be supposed that
itwas a more matter of accident? He af-
firmed-aid after a moment's reflection
this would be clear to every hon. mem-
ber, and every thinking man in Canada
-that it was the result of a long and
deliberate policy on the part of the
very able and sagacious public men
who had controlled their interests for
many years. Long ago, Daniel Web-
ster, in the Senate of the United States,
announced the policy of protection for
manufacturers and agricultural pro-
ducts, for woollen fabrics and wool,
&c., and from that day until the time
of Justin Morrell, the Senator, who
initiated the iron-clad Morrell tariff,
New England did not want able, far-
seeing and sagacious men who had a
proper appreciation of their interests
to advocate the same policy. We saw
the results; they prospered under this
condition of affairs. In New England
they were quite incapable of produc-
iug like the Western States, large
quantities of wheat for foreign con-
sumption, cotton or sugar, &c. ; but the
farmers raised a class of products
which mu st be consumed within the
country itself; there was no market
abroad for their coarse grains, beef,
and the produce of their pastures and
meadows; these statesnien accordingly
saw that a home market must be created,
and they deliberately set themselves
to work to make it. The results were as
brilliant as they had wisely antici-
pated ; they succeeded; a home market
was created; the agriculturists pros-
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pered; great industrie-; were built up,
and enormous capital being accumu-
lated was sent into the South and
West to construet railway s, and stimu-
late their industries; and all this was
the effect of a system arranged for the
benefit of their own special localities.
Was it not well then that our public men
should consider these cir-cunistances?
How did this affect the New England
agriculturalists ? It was notably true
that in their manufacturing towns and
cities their produce sold at higher
rates than were obtained in any other
part of the continent; and did they
pay higher for what they purchased
than others have done ?

Hon. Gentlemen-Yes.

Mr. COLBY-Hon. gentlemen said
yes, if so, notwithstanding all their
duties and our 171, per cents applying
to certain articles, how could they
ship so large a quantity of things into
Canada ? This was a matter suscepti-
ble of the most exact verification.
The New England farmer sold at
higher and bought at lower rates than
the agriculturalists of any other por-
tion of America. If this held good for
that section, why could it not also
apply to the agricultural districts of
Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Eastern Ontario, which were
merely the northward extension of
New England and New York. There
were to be found the same conditions
of soil and climate, and the same pro-
ducts, the same facilities for success in
manufacturing enterprises, and the
same magnificent water-powers. le
did not speak for the producers of the
South or West, or even for the wheat-
growers of Ontario, but for the districts
mentioned, whose staples were fitted for
domestic consumption and not export.
This was the special idea with wh ich
Quebec entered into Confederation,
having fine water-powers, mines
lumbering and a people tractable
and easily taught industrial pur-
suits. She saw for herself a future
similar to the position now occupied
by New England in the United States
when the Great North-West was set-
tled with a producing population. We
eould not force any industry, whether
agricultural or manufacturing, which
was not congenial for us; they in Que-
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bec, in the Loiwer Proviiee: or in
Eastern Ontario, could not be' cie a
wheat-growing peopie; and why not
then work concurrertly with nature ?
We should adapt our poliey to the
country; and if we departed fron such
a course, we would do violence to na-
ture, and in lieu of aiding and further
developing our prosperity, we would
retard our progress, and do our people
very great injury. He attached very
great significance to this point, and he
invitedi particular attention to its con-
sideration : Suppose that all the indus-
tries of Ncw England and New York
were to-day blotted out of existence.
to be at no future period revived, and
that the manufaxcturiig centre instead
of being located on the sea-board, vas
removed to the valley of the Mississipi,
he asked, what .ould be the hope and
the prospect of the eastern part of this
continent as an agricultural country?

-What could we raise of produce that
we could send to any market of the
world to feed a population reinote from
us ? The very supposition of the case
shows to any person who will give it
a moment's reflection that if agricul-
ture can be made profitable on the east
side of this eontinent, pursued against
the disadvantages of climate, it can
only be made possible and profitable
by having a large consuming popula-
tion to use the products of the country.
He did not speak in favour of ex-
treme protection, but he believed a
policy of moderato protection would do
for us what has been accomplished in
New England where it has been tested
for many years, it would be the best
day for the farmers they ever saw.
But it might be said we cannot become
a New England ; there is no market.
Well, there was very little market in
New England before that policy was
instituted. Give us our own market
and that is a starting point; but are
there no markets a broad ? Why
should not we compote with the world
in the West Indies and other non-
manufacturing countries? The world
is open to us; there are millions of
people to be clothed and supplied with
manufactures. Their markets are
as open to us as to any other nation. Is
there any reason why we should not
reap that harvest? That is on am-
bition which should be encouraged.

Mr. COLBY.

He had been very much surprised ta
hear from certain high and influential
quarters in this House a sneer thrown
at who ever seened to suggest any-
tbing in the direction of giving protec-
tion to the farmers of this country.
That had been the case from the time
that a certain hon. member proposed a
committee to consider the condition of
the agricultural interests down to this
part of the debate. 11e (Mr. Colby),
very well recollected that the first
time he addressed the Parliament of
this country in 18S8, it was on a sub-
ject concerning the farmers of this
couIntry. On that occasion be had ask-
ed for a certain degree of protection to
the farmers. He had urged the matter
with great zeal, and made use of the
expression so often quoted in this de-
bate, " reciprocity in tarifs if we can-
not have free trade." After consider-
able effort the Government of the day
conceded the point; and he knew the
course he had pursued met with the
hearty approval not only of his own con-
stituents but also of the farmers in the
adjoining counties of that section.
They were very grateful indeed for the
protection which had been given them.

The hon. member for Grenville the
other night asserted that only three
sheep had been imported into Ontario
last year. On referring to the blue
book and looking over the tables of
imports and exports of farming pro-
ducts not the produce of Canada, he
found the following figures:-

Total Quantity Imported. Value.
Butter .................................... $ 49,050
Cheese................................... 20 159
Lard and Tallow ..................... 357,700
Meats .................................... 1,940,494
Malt ........................ 23,690
Cider .................. 7,435
Horses .................. 59,202
Horned Cattle................. 105,605
Swine ................................... 816,153
Sheep..................................... 18,677
Fruits (green)................ 301,838
Hay Straw and Bran ............... 20,168
Seeds .............. ....................... 164,698
Vegetables ........ .................... 89,382
Trees, Plants and Shrubs.,....... 125,040
Flax, hemp and tow (undressed). 367,89.3
Flax seed .. ................... 10,534
Grain, other than Wheat and

Corn................ 191,215
Flour and Meal, not wheat and

rye .................... ..... ........... 620,1Z1
W ool....................................... 1,375,4 4

$ 6,603,588

This did not include flour of wheat
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-and rye, Indian corn or wheat. And
how much of the same products did
le find exported from Canada, not
the growth and produce of this coun-
try? The following were the figures:-

Bacon.....................................$ 175,160
Beef ....................................... 18,915
Butter .......... ..... ................ 12,803
Cheese........................ ........... 26,756
Fruits ................................... 10,481
Horses ................................... 1,300
M eats...................................... 126,434
Peas ...... ............................... 24,530
P ork ...................................... 51022
Vegetables ............................. 498
Lard ....................... 452,904
Tallow ................................... 145,979i 25,202

$ 624,085
Mr. YOUNG- Oh, no!
Mr. COLBY said if the figures iii the

Blue Book were incorrect it was not his
fault. Ifthey were correct, they showed
that we imported for consumption in
this country something like $5,000,000
of farim produets. If it were truc that
our neighbours who, as a deliberate
policy, excluded us from their markets,
sent in here untaxed this large amouit,
or anything like it, a wrong was done
to the farmers of Canada, and this
-question should not be sneered out of
the House or trifled with.

But he would go further and say,
even if there were at present no large
amount of imports from the United
States for consumption in this country,
the time has now arrived when a policy
should be laid down in the interest of
our farmers. Competition with our
agriculturists in our own markets is
imminent from the great producing
regions of the West. If it is not on
us to-day, it is coming, and very
shortly. Let any one travel through
the great States of the West and
North-West, as he had done during the
last two or three years, and see their
boundless capacity for production, and
le would be convinced of it. Our
Ontario and Quebec farmers are wool-
growers to-day, but how long will they
be wool sellers without protection ?
The time is not far distant when wool
from Texas, Colorado and those im-
mense agricultural regions will be
COming into our markets and under-
selling the wool produced in Canada.

It was a simple question whether
our farmers were to be driven from
the agricultural industry of wool rais-

47J

ing, or whether we should adopt the
policy of excluding American wools,
except upon the payment of a high
rate of duty. The multitudes of sheep
which were now being raised upon the
immense plains of Texas and Colorado,
were proving invaluable to the United
States. It was calculated that wool
could be produced there at the rate of
from 10 cents to 12½- cents per pound.
With the advantage of these immense
feediiig grounds, where there was
ample pasturage, and a climate of such
a character that sbeep required no
shelter, how long could we compete
with western wool. If it was not
to-day, it would be only a year or two
years, when, if our farmers wanted
the benefit of selling their own wool in
their own markets, we must make our
American friends pay tribute on all that
they send to those markets. Some hon.
gentlemen, on speaking of the wool
trade of the past, said that low prices
would not effect us at all, as our long
combing wools were a specialty; but he
begged to assure his hon. friend from
Ontario that the Ontario long wool busi-
ness was a matter of short duration,
for to his own knowledge that was a
thing that was as well understood on
the other side of the line as it was
here to-day, and there were sections
on the American side where they were
going very largely into this long wool
raising. This business would increase
so that in two or three years further
the Americans would not take wool
from Canada on the terms of paying
a high duty on it. The Ameri-
cans were a shrewd observant people,
and when they saw that a certain
class of wool was required by the
manufacturers in that country they
were quick enough to perceive that
there was no natural obstacle in the
way of the raising of that product in
the Northern States, and tat it was
better to raise wool that would fetch
50 cents per pound than wool that
would only bring 25 cents per pound.
They were now paying attention to
the breeding of Cotswolds, Leicesters
and long-woolled sheep in the United
States for the purpose of preventing
the Ontario wool grower from coming
into their markets with their combing
wools. It was so with other products.
Gentlemen from Ontario were con
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gratulating themselves on the high
rices they were receiving for their

dairy products ; but he would say to
these gentlemen who were interested
in these dairy products that the great
North-West has also found out the fact
that butter and cheese can be profita-
bly exported to Liverpool as well as
grain, and in his last visit to the West
he was surprised to flnd cheese facto-
ries springing up in localities where a
few years ago they would never have
thought of establishing that industry.
Look at the facilities that had of late
years been effected in railroad trans-
portation for agricultural produce,
and the reduced rates which had
been obtained by organized farmers
or grangers in the United States, and
how long would it be before Texas and
Kansas beeves were brought down by
rail to the Toronto and Montreal mar
kets to undersell our native cattle un-
less we were prepared to meet them
with some obstruction on the frontier ?
Our true policy was not so much
to encourage foreign trade as to
foster our agricultural industries and
our narkets, and build up a home mar-
ket where we can sell these articles
whieh could not bear transportation to
a foreign market; a local market where
we could sell our vegetables, fruits,
coarse grains,poultry and eggs at higher
prices than anywhere else. H1e would
ssay, in conclusion, that it would be
well for us to take a leaf from the New
England book-that if it was sound
policy in them to build up home mar-
kets, the same policy might be
good for us. He would remind
the Ilouse that great industries could
not be built up in a moment. We
could not build up great industries or
successful manufactures any more
than the farmers of the country could
change the staple productions of their
farms in a moudent. It was the duty
thon of every member of this Ilouse
to exercise prudent forethought to
uinderstand what was best for the
country, and endeavour to inaugurate
that policy, before the evil day was
upon us, which vould protect us from
impending danger and bauild us up as
an agricultural and manufacturing
people. H1e was surprised on listening
to some of the remarks from the mem-
bers from the Maritime Provinces.

Mr. COLiY.

One would suppose that these gentle-
men were all shipowners or interest-
ed in the shipping trade. He had
been under the impression that there
were some mining resources and
some farmers in the Lower Pro-
vinces, but one would suppose from
speeches made that they were the
last in the world who would be bene-
fited by a large industrial and mining
population. There was an incaeulable
treasure locked up in our mines, and
he thought it was the duty of the Gov-
ernmeint who had charge of the destin-
ies of Canada to be paternal in its care.
We wanted a vigorous policy, we
wanted a positive policv, an objective
policy, a national policy, the tendency
of which would be to unlock the
wealth of our mines, stimulate our ir-
dustries, and develope our resources
and defend us from unfair and in-
jurious foreign competition -We
wanted a policy that would be
positive, not a mere negative
policy that permitted the people to
drifu along the stream without any
direction or guidance by the publie
men as to the investment of their capi-
tal or the employment of the indus-
tries of the country.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said the resolu-
tion was like the one they had seen
before, only it had been sugar-coated
in order to catch the votes of the agri-
culturists, but the coating of the pill
was too thin to be really taken by
them. The agricultural portion of the
community would too readily see
where their interest lies to be taken in
by any such shallow pretence. On a
former occasion when this question
was before the House, he expressed a
strong opinion against any attempt to
protect agricultui:al interests. At that
time he had prcduced figures to show
that there were only two articles
on whieh it was possible to levy
a tariff that would protect the
tarmer s wool and corn. At that
time he had pointed out that while we
were actually importers 'of consider-
able quantities of these products, we ex-
ported a greater amount, and it was to
the benefit of the farmers that these ex-
changes took place. We exported some
three millions of pounds of woolfor-two-
thirds as much money as we imported
eight millions of pounds for. The ho.
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,gentleman from Stanstead said we
might look forward to the time when
our products would be overwhelmed by
the products of the West, and our wool
would be swept out of existence. He
feared no such danger, and as for the ten
,cents Texan wool, ho for one believed
the lower we could buy that wool the
botter. He did not pretend to say we
could ever raise wool profitably for ten
cents per pound, but if we could buy
it cheaper than we could raise it, it
would be better to drop wool-growing
and devote our energies to something
else.

Honorable gentlemen urging this
national policy apparently thought the
consumer had no rights at all, and that
the seller alone was interested. He
claimed that anv articles that came
into the country enriched it, and it cer-
tainly was not good policy to prevent
that from being imported which was a
source of wealth. The old theory that
both parties to an exchange could not
make a profit had become exploded,
and it was now admitted that a trade
between two parties in such cases
might result in mutual benefit. The
people of this country might have
been deceived a few years ago by
the arguments advanced in favor of
this proposition, but to-day the school-
master had been abroad, and they could
no longer be hoodwinked by such con-
tentions. The tariff was not the whole
tax the consumer paid. The charges
of the wholesale and retail dealers would
advance a twenty per cent. tariff
to thirty per cent. to the con-
sumer. Protection, like some other
poisons, was cumulative in its effects,
and this arose from the fact that what
was one man's finished production was

* another man's raw material. The
manufacturer of pig iron for instance
called for protection, and wnen it was
tranformed into refined iron more pro-
tection was called for. Then it went
into the hands of the anchor maker,
and he must have his protection. Iere
the iron was subject to three different
protections. The iron trade had flour-
ished in the United States not because
it was protected, but because of the
natural advantages it possessed for the
prosecution of the trade. Protection,
ihowever, might have stimulated the
itrade for a time, but it rendered the

cost of the construction of railroads so
great, that the farmer had to pay for
the enormous protection in the way of'
excessive freights. He then went on
to show that from the year 1824 to 1832
in England, under a Protectionist pol-
icy, while the population was steadily
increasing, the exports reinained sta-
tionary. This was the state of affairs
up to 1833 when Lord Sydenham made
the first improvement in the British
tariff by reducing the taxes on some-
thing like 700 articles. Then the exports
increased from £39,000,000 in 1833 to
£53,000,000 in 1849. On the repeal
of the corn law the state of affairs
which then prevailed was to a certain
extent relieved.

It was true that there was a great
season of scarcity in 184G, the year of
the Irish famine, preventing to somue
extent ai least the imnediate re-
sults bein.g witnessed within the
first year or two ; but shortly after-
wards, in 1850, thefruits of this policy
were plainly to be seen. He pro-
posed to show how far it had been
successful to date-to point out the
total amount of expoits beginning
with the year 1860, after periods of
five years each. In 1843, the exports
attained $42,000,000; in 1860 theyhad
risen to $135,000,000 under free trade;
in 1865 to$165,000,000; in 1870 to$199,-
000,000, and in 1874 to $239,000,000;
these were the results of the system
which the right hon. gentleman had
told them, a few evenings ago,
would perhaps in the interest of
Great Britain be abolished before
long. They had been informed
that our manufacturers had thriven
until two years ago; but at that time
the duties were increased 2ý per cent;
and did the hon. gentleman pietend to
say that this advance had operated
prejudicially to the manufacturers.
If not, tbey could not be suffering
more than other portions of the popu-
lation, and it seemed unreasonable for
them to come and ask the legislature
to create an artificial state of thing to
enable thema to reap steady certain
profits at the expense of the great
bulk of the consumers. He was
inclined to agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Frontenac, in his comments
regarding the locomotive industry ;
and his hon. friend would doubtles.
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admit that the Government, which had
remedied the evil to which his hon.
friend had alluded, deserved his
thanks. The late Administration had
admitted free of duty parts of locomo-
tives, as he alleges, interfering very
materially with that industry in
this country ; and this Govern-
nent had imposed on them a duty
of ten per cent. He represented
an agricultural constituency; and he
wished accordingly to enter his pro-
test against the giving to the agricul-
tural community, and the great con-
suming public, the mere shadow of
protection, while the manufacturers
obtained the substance.

Mr. PATERSON (South Brant)
would not have spoken had not the
right hon. mover of the amendment
seen fit to allude to him as well as to
his hon. friend from Lincoln, insinuat-
ing that he (Mr. Paterson) would have
some little difficulty in reconciling
his vote on the former want of confi-
dence motion, with sentiments he had
uttered; but this was certainly not
the case. Eight days before the tariff
was introduced he had spoken regard-
ing the appointment of the Depression
of Trade Committee, and he took the
ground that it was the duty of the
Finance Minister, in the introduction
of a tariff, to see what industries
could be cultivated ; wbat were
already established ; whether a--y
were being crushed out; and whetber
any could be successfully fostered.
He spoke in the anticipation-it was
no matter how he arrived at it-that
the Finance Minister was about to in-
troduce a new tariff. This had not
been submitted; and, nevertheless, he
held that the remarks he had made
would still hold good, for they were
not to suppose thIt because it was not
done this year such a tariff would
never be brought down. When it was
it would be the duty of the Finance Min-
ister to do as he had suggested, and he
felt bold to say that thus the hon.
gentleman would act. Such a policy
had existed from 1858 to the present
time; it still actuated the Governin ent;
and this was what was desired. If he
thought that the Administration was
about to retrograde in regard to inci-
dental protection and sweep away the
duties, he would withdraw his confi-

Mr. ARCHIBALD.

dence from it; but they had no intima-
tion that such a step was contemplated,
and in point of fact the contrary was
announced. The Finance Minister had
told them that he had considered these-
questions, and that he did not think
the manufacturing interests were-
suffering to the extent believed in out-
side circles. He supposed that the
hon. gentleman had information which.
was not in the possession of other
members, and he was in consequence
not prepared to vote for a motion of
want of confidence. Boots and shoes
had been manufactured in Canada to
the extent of sixteen millions of dol-
lars, and as the importations proved to
be only worth $250,000, the depression
which existed in this connection must
be traced to over-production. So it was
with many other classes of goods. He
had hesitated, as he would again hesi-
tate, to support any resolution of non-
confidence, because the Government
had not seen fit to introduce a new tarif
during the present year. He believed
that their course of retrenchment
would recommend itself to the people.
But while the first motion failed, an-
other was introduced by the right bon.
member for Kingston, who took the
ground that the former one was
not satisfactory, and yet he and
those who support him voted for
it. They had entirely cbanged
their policy within a few days. On
the first amendment they voted for
protection to manufacturers alone ; to-
night they would vote for protection
to all the industries of the country.
Now, was that an honest change of
base? It was an abandonment of
principle for the purpose of securing a
few additional votes. He did not wish
to impute motives, but he thought if
the first part of the resolution censur-
ing the Government were carried, the
hon. gentleman would not care so
much for the last part. He arrived at
this conclusion because he had not
heard of this protection to the farmers
until the past few days. They had in-
troduced it summarily, and believed
the farmers would be caught, but in
that they would be mistaken. When
he voted for a resolution it would be-
for one that was bonafd in its nature.-
He aided in securing a Committee to-
inquire into the condition of the agri-
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cultural interest, but before that Com-
mittee had reported we found a resolu-
tion prejudging the result of its labour
and proposing duties on grain in the
interests of farmers. On a former oc-
casion he said a tax on wheat, if it
would not benefit the agriculturist
would benefit the miller, and on that
ground he would favour it. The hon.
member for Kingston had stated that
he had letters from aIl parts asking for
the imposition of a duty on agricul-
tural products. Well, he would reiter-
ate the statement he had previously
made that 100,000 grangers would pre-
sent a petition to the House for the
same purpose.

It was desirable to wait for informa-
tion on this matter. It was possible
the farmers might discuss this matter
over again and take the view expressed
by some hon. gentlemen here that this
was but an attempt to draw the wool
over their eyes. What did the amend-
ment affirm ? Simply that it was in
the interest of the farmers that a duty
should be put on grain. It asserted
nothing as to how the tariff should be
amended, and the speech of the right
hon. member for Kingston was no bet-
ter. There was a difference of opinicn
among the Opposition on the subject.
Some favoured a high protection tariff,
or as they called it, reciprocal duties
against the United States. Others ap-
proved of incidental protection and a
tariff forrevenue purposes. The House
had a right to demand sonething more
definite on the subject. The same am-
biguity prevailed outside of the House.
The -&ail lauded the policy of the right
hon. gentleman to the skies, and said he
intended to protect manufactures and
the products of the mine, the forest,
and the field. The London Free Press,
an equally ardent defender of the right
bon. gentleman, gave a description of
what it conceived to be his policy,
showing that it is merely a re-adjust-
ment of the tariff for revenue purposes.
He failed to see that the right hon.
gentleman had nailed himself down to
anything in this resolution. When he
was removing the duty from flour in
1868 he said it had only been imposed
for the purpose of shewing the Ameri-
cans our independence, and although it
had been maintained for a certain time,
when it was found that it was unduly

pressing upon a certain portion of the
community it had been repealed. That
was said by the same gentleman who
now tried to make them believe that
the right course was to put a tax on
agricultural products. He could quite
understand that all of the right hon.
gentleman's followers would vote for
this resolution, as it pledged then to
nothing, and all that was in it, or all
that could be made out of it, all that
stood forth distinct and clear, was this :
a vote of censure upon the Govern-
ment-nothing more and nothing less.
Talk of it being an association of great
principles. It was nothing of the kind.
It simply asked the House to withdraw
their confidence fiom the Ministry be-
cause they did n t thiik fit to change
the tariff. The riglit hon. gentleman in
introducing his resolutiun said, in reply
to remarks in the Globe that he had
not been suffliently detinite, that it
would be impossibIe foi him to suggest
what changes would b)e made without
having access to the papers in the
pigeon holes of the oflice of the
Finance Minister. While lie made
that candid admission, he asked
him .(Mr. Paterson) and all the
members of this House to vote non-
confidence in the Government, because
they did not introduce tariff changes;
they who had access to the papers in
the pigeon-holes, and after careful
study of them declared it was not
wise to make any changes. He
would challenge any of the right hon.
gentleman's supporters to point out
any passage in his speech in which ho
laid down a policy of protection
beyond an assertion of his own that
the imposition of a small duty upon
grain would benefit the farmers of this
country.

Such a duty as would not bear in
any way upoa the consumers could
not be of very great advantage to the
interests concerned; therefore, while
he maintained the position he had
formerly taken with regard to the
duty and policy of the Government
touching our manutacturing industries,
and while he held that the Adminis-
tration should protect our agricultural
interests, still he was not prepared to
support a motion, declaring that the
present Ministers were unfit to conduct
the affairs of this country, simply
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because they announced that they did
not see their way to the introduction
of alterations in the tariff during the
present year. For bis part he was pre-
pared to vote against the amendment.

Mr. MVcDONALD (Cape Breton)
said he intended to vote for the resolu-
tion. He had listened with great at-
tention to the discussion that had
taken place, and had heard a great
deal about policies. He believed the
only policy that would develope the
resources of the country was that of a
revenue and national policy combined.
He contended that protection was ab-
solutely necessary for the coal inter-
ests of Nova Scotia, and it was only by
adopting such a system that we would
obtain reciprocity in trade from the
United States. He had heard a great
deal about the agriculturists of the Do-
minion, but very little about the coal
mining interests of the country, except
from one or two gentlemen. He did
not refer to to this when the matter
was before the House a few days ago,
as he thought the proper time was
when the tariff came under considera-
tion, and when he could back his
opinion by his vote, as he intended to
do on this occasion. He thought a
national policy protecting our coal
and other industries would be en-
dorsed by the constituency which he
had the honour to represent, and he
believed the sentiment of his constitu-
ency was a fair indication of the sen-
timent of other constituencies in that
Province.

The Speech from the Throne ad-
mitted that there was great distress
apparent throughout the country, but
the Government did not attempt to
take any steps to mitigate the distress
they acknowledged existed. He con-
sidered it was necessary to do some-
thing to relieve the distress this year
because next year the result of the
depression might be so serious that
the sufferers would be beyond assist-
ance. le went on to say that the
coal mines of Nova Scotia constituted
one of the most important industries
in the country, and there were invest-
ed in them about $12,000,000. Alto-
gether there were some 23,000 hands
employed directly and indirectly by
these mines when they were in full
work, exclusive of about 20,000 seamen

Mr. PATERSON.

engaged in the coal trade. This indus-
try was now in a very depressed state
and unless it obtained relief he feared
it would be altogether closed up before
long. The present policy ofadmitting
Anterican coal free was calcuiated to
destroy the trade, and it was the unfair
position in which it stood in relation to
the United States that the present
stagnation of the trade was mainly
due. It had been stated that they were
all Free-Traders from the Maritime
Provinces. He was satisfied that
the people of Nova Scotia were
not all Free-Traders, and he be-
lieved the great majority were in
favour of a policy that would encourage
the industries of the country. They
wanted their coal protected in order
that they cou!d supply the Ontario
market, and he was satisfied that if
the American Government were forced
on this point that the reciprocity
would eventually be obtained.

He had no hope from the present Gov-
ernment to obtain a duty on American
coal. The Hon. Premier a few days
ago had unmistakeably declared him-
self on this point. H1e stated that
nothing less than from two to three
dollars duty on American coal per.ton
would force the people of Ontario to
take Nova Scotia coal. This was an
extravagant statement for the Hon.
Premier to make. It was uncalled for.
It was calculated to make the people
of that Province believe that the coal
mining industries wanted this large
tax. This was not the case. That
industry simply wanted seventy-five
cents per ton on American coal-the
saine as.they imposed on ours. They
were now enabled to compete with our
own coal industries on very unequal
terms, and unless the tariff would be
re-adjusted now, he feared it would be
too late to do so next year. The Hon.
Premier in his free-trade speeches in
Scotland, last summer, stated that
vessels of 600 tons burthen could now
go to Lake Superior, and -stated
that when the enlargement, now
taking place in the canals in Ontario,
they would admit vessels of 1,500 tons.
With such facilities he could not se
why we could not compete successfully
with the Americans in the article of
coal in the Province of Ontario. The
people of the Maritime Provinces were
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now and in the past contributing to
build their canals in Ontario, while
they had no canals of their own-the
only one they had was neglected. He
thought the people of Ontario should
submit to a small duty on coal wheq
we were building their canals.

An hon. member made a most ex-
travagant and unjust statement in re-
gard to the quality of Nova Scotia
coal. H1e meant the hon. member for
North York. It was a statement that
no member of Parliament should make.
He said that a cargo of coal sent to
Toronto from Nova Scotia, a few years
ago, was so bad that "it was too dear at
uny price." He was glad, however,
that this was contradicted in Toronto
itself by gentlemen in Toronto, and
it was shown that Nova Scotia coal
was superior to the best American
soft coal coming to that market; not
only that, but it vas shown that it was
worth from 50 cents to $1.50 per ton
more than American soft coal.

The hon gentleman declared himself
a Free-Trader, and that he was opposed
to sectionalism. He was opposed to a
tax on breadstuffs in the Lower Pro-
vinces-because it would be sectional.
He (Mr. McDonald) would show that
hon. gentleman the present tariff was
sectional, and boie heavily on the
Maritime Provinces.

Ie trusted the member for North
York would urge upon the Government
to re-adjust the tariff in this respect.
Hle fearec, however, the member for
North York when the matter came to
a vote, would be found protecting the
Government by his vote, although that
'would be inconsistent with his views.

The hon. mem ber for Halifax said
that the hon. member for Cumberland
was the only representative from Nova
Scotia elected to advocate a national
tariff policy. He (Mr. MclDonald) for
himself would say that the hon. member
for Halifax had no authority from him
to mnake that statement, whatever au-
thority he had from the other repre-
sentatives from that Province be had
none from him. H1e would support the
hon. member for Cumberland in advo-
eatirg a national policy that would
include a tax on American coal, and
he had no hesitation in saying, as far
as he knew the sentiments of the peo-
ple of Nova Scotia, but the hon. mem-

ber for Cumberland could be elected
for any constituency in that Province
in opposition to any orie supporting the
tariff policy of the present Government.

Another, the sugar industry, was
very much interested in the re-adjust-
ment of the tariff, which was required.
le had received a circular from a gen-
tleman who had paid a great deal of
attention to this question, and who was
as well qualified to form an opinion
regarding it as any other man in
Canada, and he stated that the manner
in which the duty was imposed on the
raw and manufactured articles was the
very reverse of every other article on
the Canadian tariff ; also, that so far
from the industry in Canada being
protected, it was positively weighed
down by a duty equal to fifty per cent.
of the value of the raw sugar, while on
the refined there was only a duty of
forty per cent., forcing the greater
part of the refining for Canada to be
done in New York and Greenock.

The duty on this article should be
re-adjusted in the interest of the whole
Dominion, as it would be the means of
establishing a large trade with the
West Indies, to which the Maritime
Provinces could send their coal at
cheaper rates; and if the amount of'
refined sugar imported last year re-
quired the use of about 50,000 tons of
coal, this, if consumed in this country,
would conduce largely to the support
of this industry. The duty on coal
oil ought also to be re-adjusted ; and he
directed the attention of the hon. mem-
ber for North York to this item, as the
present only weighed hcavily on the
Maratime Provinces. lierosene oil
was produced in Ontario, and a high
protection was imposed in its interest.
The Maratime Provinces imported
very considerable quantities from the
United States, and they were refused
a duty in favour of their coals. Nova
Scotia paid in duty on coal oil
$23,963, with a population of
387,000, while Ontario with her
1,6' ,857 people only paid in this res-
pect $28,108. Hence this was a sec-
tional tax, and a re-adjustment of the
tariff lie considered necessary.

The tariff, as a whole was unjust io
the Lower Provinces; and, as adopted
two years ago by the present Govern-
ment, it was sectional, so far as the
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Provinces were concerned. Ontario
and Quebec last year contributed to
the revenue at the rate of $4.11 per
head, while Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick paid at the rate of $4.25, or
14c. more per head, aniounting to an
additional $94,262 for the year in pro-
portion, for their population of a little
over 600,000 persons. He hoped that
hon. members from the Lower Pro-
vinces, who were credited with having
great influence with the Government,
would secure a readjustment in the
direction he had instanced, or else the
better terms they had secured some
years ago would soon be absorbed in
extra taxation and sectional at that.

Mr. CARMICHIAEL remarked that
the hon. member for Stanstead hid
not pointed how the mining interests
were to be benefitted by duties in their
favour, and he would bring to the notice
of this hon. gentleman and of the hon.
member for Cape Breton, the fact that
the word " mining " was not mention-
ed in the amendment.

Mr. COLBY-I ask if that is not a
struggling industry ?

Hon.Mr. TUPPER-I would enquire
of the hon. gentleman whether it is a
suffering industry ? If it is, it is in-
cluded in the resolution; if it is not it
is not so included.

Mr. CARMICIIAEL thought that
the hon. mover was the proper expon-
ont of his own resolution. The ship-
ping was also a struggling industry,
and if it was intended to pass legisla-
tion for the benefit of the lumber and
fishing interests, it was not indicated
in what direction relief would be af-
forded. Consequently he was of opin-
ion that the resolution was intended
to deceive.

Ilon. Mr. TUPPER-Is the hon.
gentleman in order ?

Mr. SPEAKER--That is rather a
strong word to use.

Mr. CARMICIAEL observed that
duties on the shipping interest would
be disastrous to it, and a grave impedi-
ment to trade.

The Finance Minister two years ago
had proposed a special tax of $1 per
ton on the shipping of the Maritime

]&r. MCDONALD.

Provinces, but it was not carried out-
owing, they were told, to influence of
hon. gentlemen opposite-or at least
only to a limited extent.

A rope factory existed in Halifag
apd they only had a protection of five
per cent. If' it was intended to give
other articles which had 17J per cent.
a protection to the extent of 20 or 25
per cent., why should this interest be,
content with five per cent. This would
be sectional legislation. An anchor
manufactory was also established in
Halifax, and on the raw material in
this relation five per cent. was levied,
while anchors were admitted free. If
this interest was protected, they could
extend their operations very largely,
and he bad been asked before le came
up to Ottawa whether there was any
likelihood of this being graited. The
imposition of 25 per cent. duty in that
connection would mean $5 instead of
$1 per ton on shipping, and bis hon.
friend from Cumberland should ex-
plain how this could properly be levied.
The result of such a policy was visible
in the United States, whose shipping
interests had been destroyed. The
hon. member for Stanstead had stated
that the prosperity of the United
States had been due to protection -
but it was not true that protection
was the cause of this prosperity. One
might as well say that small-pox was
necessary for the prosperity of the
country as to declare protection was.

England prospered under the feudal
system, but of course ber progress was
slow. When she bounded forward it
was exactly in proportion as she
adopted the principles of freedom of
trade. Were we not now to give her
assistance in making further progress
in freedom of trade and religion ? The
favourite example of the Protectionists
was the United States, but that coun-
try was a congloineration of nations,
and if she prospered, it was on account
of free-trade. It was lier unbounded
resources, with internal free-trade, that
enabled hier to prosper and progress in-
spite of protection and slavery. There
was a cry about England's decadence,
but he would take the testimony of the
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone and the
Right Hon. Benjamin Disraeli in prefer--
ence to what was to be heard on thie
side, and they had recently stated the
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country was prosperous. When Eng-
]and was governed under the protective
system there was distress and fear
among ber ber people, and there was
danger of anarchy and revolution ;
but now she was pros pering above
all other nations. The United States,
on the other band, with all the
blessings of protection, was greatly
distresed, and numbers of her peo-
ple were suffering. le thought the
thanks of this country were due to
the Government for having given
us a truly national and not a sectional
policy.

Mr. NORRIS said it was bis duty to
answer the charges made against him
by the right hon. member for Kings-
ton, who stated that he spoke in favour
of protection and then voted against it,
and that influence had been brought to
bear on him to that end. This was an
error. ifhe Governent never spoke
to him about sustaining them. He
voted of bis own free will, and he lad
no hesitation in telling the Hlouse why
he did not vote for the motion
of bis bon. friend for Montreal
West. That resolution did not
include all he advocated; it was well
known that he had always favoured pro-
tection for the agriculturists as well as
the manufacturers, and he would not
have been fulfilling his duty to his coni-
stituents if he had supported a motion
which did not include both those in-
terests. The right bon. gentleman
said that his speeches in favour
of protection had been made to
influence the Lincoln election. That
was a charge which could not be
borne out; he never made speeches
with the object that they should
have effect in Lincoln or anywhere
else. He presumed the right bon.
gentleman was master of that art,
and believed that every person else was
practicing it. The people of that county
had intelligence enough to decide ac-
cording to their own judgment, and any
speech that either he or bis bon. friend
could make could not work any change
in an election there. Then the right
hon. gentleman said his speech bad con-
verted him to a Protectionist. If that
was the case he (Mr. Norris) was very
fortunate in making that speech; he had
been successful in missionarising be-
fore, but never to the extent that was

now claimed, and he certainly deserved
credit for the convert he had made.
We nust presume the right hon. gentle-
man's statement was truc, because
previous to that speech he had never
stated in the House or outside of
it -what bis policy was. If the
right bon. gentleman had been a
true friend of the manufaeturers,
they would not to-day, perhaps, be
knocking at the doors of Parliament
asking for protection. Previous to
1866 we had a tariff of 25 per cent.
which was reduced to 15 per cent.,
when the manufacturers of this coun-
try needed protection as much as they
do now. If anyone was to blame for
this it was the right hon. gentleman
himself. The reason given for lowering
the tariff then was the opposition of
the people of the Maritime Provinces
to high duties. The same reason ap-
plied now as then. He (Mr. Norris)
had always been a Protectionist, but
never an advocate of a Chinese Wall
for this country. He had always op-
posed discriminating and excessive
duties, but he believed in a fair
measure of protection to our home in.
dustries, manufacturing and agricultu-
ral. He would have to vote for the
amendment because it covered all lie
had advocated. Deeply as he regret-
ted having to vote for this motion, he
could not go back on bis principle.
He confessed he had more confidence
in the Government than in the Oppo-
sition, and believed they were more
friendly to the manufacturing and
all other interests of the country, but
at the same time this motion involved
a principle for which he would have to
vote.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER suggested that
as it was now after One o'clock and
several members were yet to speak,
the debate should be adjourned until
to-morrow, when it could go on till a
vote was reached.

After some discussion this suggestion
was adopted, and on motion of Mr.
Borden the debate was adjourned until
to-morrow.

The House adjourned at Twenty
minutes past One a.m.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, March 15, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the chair at Three

o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Hon. 1r. BLAKE-To supply an
omission in the Act extending certain
criminal laws to British Columbia.

Also-Respecting the attendance of
witnesses at criminal trials.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. TASCHEREAU rose to a ques-
tion of privilege affecting the charac-
ter of this House. He found an entry
in the Journals of the Legislative As-
sembly of the Province of Canada of
the following facts:-" On March 30th,

1865, a certain person named Jean
Baptiste Daoust was tried before the

"Court of Queen's Bench, Montreal,
"and found guilty of the crime of for-
"gery; that afterwards, on the 9th of

June, the following year, the said
Court of Queen's Bench refused to

"order a new trial." A person also
named Jean Baptiste Daoust had been
introduced to this flouse as the member
for Two Mountains. Under the circum-
stances of this case, he (Mr.Taschereau)
thought it was only due to this flouse
that the entry in the Journals should be
read and the matter referred to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections.
He therefore moved that the entry in
the Journals of the Legislative
Assembly of the Promince of Canada
for the Session of the year 1866, relating
to production of certain papers in the
case of the Queen vs. Daoust be now
read.

Mr. MASSON said the House was
taken by surprise at this extraordinary
motion, which was brought up without
notice having been given, even to the
member tor Two Mountains himself.
This matter occurred before Confeder-
ation, and MIr. Daoust had been since
then elected to this House and held his
seat for six years without an objection
being raised; He appealed to the spirit
of justice of this House to say whether
it was fair to pursue such a course as
this. Mr. Daoust had not only been a
inember of this House since 1866, but

Ahad been an employé of the present
Mr. NoRms.

Government since 1873, yet no action
had been takeà against him. The
Hlouse and the country would view
with regret, but not with surprise-
he had grown accustomed to such
things since the change of Government
-the conduct of hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, who showed themselves greatest
in the smallest things. Whatever action
the majority might take, it was plain
that an injustice was being done in
raking up old difficulties. lHowever,
nothing better could be expected from
them after their action in the De
Celles matter a few days ago. He
protested with all his energy against
this act of injustice.

Mr. LAURIER did not think this
was the time for the hon. member for
Terrebonne to display any passion in
the matter. This House was interested
in the decision of this case as well as
the hon. member for Two Mountains.
He and his colleagues only desired an
investigation into the case, and that
justice be done to whomever it was due.
H1e would be very sorry to sec the
honour of the Ilouse trfled with. It
was said by the lion. gentleman that
they were dealing unfairly with the
hon. member for Two Mountains.
That hon. gentleman had accepted a
seat in the louse and he must there-
fore take the consequences and face
them manfully. The hon. gentleman
hlad said satirically that they were the
greatest men in small things. He
consented to the first assumption of
the hon. gentleman, but he did not
agree that the honour of the louse
was a small thing.

Mr. SPEAKER-If the Hon. mem-
ber for Two Mountains is in his seat
this is the tine for him to make his
statement, after which he ought to
withdraw.

Mr. MASSON-It would be difficult
for him to know what is going on,
seeing that he has received no infor-
mation on the subject.

Mr. PALMER was surprised by the
motion before the House. He thought
it was not for the House to deal with
questions of forgery, and he could not
sec what an Election Committee had
to do with it. It swas extremely odd
that no punishment had followed the
conviction for forgery, and he took it
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that there must be something very
extraordinary in the case. While the
honour of the House should be pro-
tected, he maintained that it was a
very serions matter to bring a charge
of this description against any mem-
ber of the House.

Mr. HJOLTON-There is no charge
made. The motion is simply that the
Journals of the bouse be read.

Mr. PALMER-Then it is very
wrong to take action in the matter.

Mr. LANGEVIN said it would only
have been fair that the hon. member
for Two Mountains should have had
notice of this intended action in order
that he might have prepared his
defence, and he was satisfied the hon.
gentleman who made the motion
would, on reflection, see the justice of
this. He suggested that the consider-
ation of the matter should be postponed
for 24 or 48 hours, for the purpose of
giving the hon. member for Two
Mountains time to prepare any state-
ment he might have to make.

Mr. LAURIER said what the hon.
gentleman who had preceded him had
stated was perfectly reasonable, and
that they were quite ready to accede
to the suggestion, although when the
motion was made the bon. member for
Two Mountains was in his place.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
thought it would be a great pity to
have the matter laid over for a day
without some further explanations
being made in reference to the whole
case. The circumstances as they
really appeared from the papers, which
he held in his band, were very different
from anything they had had reason to
understand from any statement made
up to the present time. It appeared
this gentleman was indicted on two
informations for forgery. At the first
trial two of the witnesses whom the
accused expected to have on hand did
not appear, and he was convicted.
The second indictment was for the
forgery of the name of the same
person, and at the second trial the
witnesses whom he had expected at
the first trial were examined, and the
prisoner was acquitted. He accord-
ingly made application to the Court to
have the verdict of his first trial set
aside on the ground that the evidence

given at the second trial ought to have
been given at the first. The Court
granted him a new trial on the ground
that he was taken by surprise. Accord-
ingly the case came up for trial a
second time, when the Counsel for the
Crown objected to the second trial on
the ground that the Court had acted
illegally in granting a new trial on the
ground of surprise; that the Court
of Criminal Appeal for Lower Canada,
under the Criminal Law as it then
stood, had no right to grant a new
trial, or take any action in this
regard except upon a point of law;
and that following the judgments the
Courts of Appeal of Upper Canada had
given, no right whatever existed for the
granting of a new trial on the mere
fact that a witness who had been
expected had not been present, or upon
any other ground apart altogether from
questions of law. The learned Judge,
before whom the case came, took the
same view, and reserved the matter
for the Court of Appeals, which deter-
mined that there could be no new trial;
and therefore the conviction stood.
When he had heard that this point
would likely arise lie had asked a gentle-
man, a member of the Bar, conversant
with these matters in Lower Canada,
whether he could show him the judg-
ment of the Court of Appeals on this
occasion; and he believed that there
was none on record.

An Hon. Member-The case is re-
ported.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON supposed that
if this was so, it related to the legal
point. The accused from that day to
this, under two Administrat ions, had
never been called to appear for judg-
ment by any Crown officer.

These circumstances, which it was
but fair to state, were apparent from
the official document whieh he held in
his hand; when they referred to the
Journals of the House of 1876, as was
suggested, they simply saw that on Mr.
Cartier's motion certain papers were
placed before the bouse, and that
shortly afterwaras the resignation of
the member for Two Mountains took
place; both in the Journals and
Sessional Popers reference was made
to Sessional Paper No. 31, and turning
to where it should be, a blank was
found with the explanation that under
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the direction of the Printing Committee
it had not been deemed advisable to
print these documents; but these docu-
nents were here now, and they estab-

lished the facts he had mentioned.
Mr. TASCHEREAU replied that he

had been charged by the hon. member
for Terrebonne with having been
unwilling to act honestly and im-
partially in this connection ; he had
not, however, alluded to the case in an
invidious way. His object had been to
lay the papers before the Committee on
Privileges and Elections; and he had
not thought that there would have
been a discussion on the mnerits of the
case on the present occasion. This
he considered unfair to the hon. member
for Two Mountains himself. The judg-
ment of the Court of Queen's Bench
was to be found in Lower Canada
Jurist, vol. 10, was this-that a new
trial could not legally be had.

Hon. -Mr. MACKENZIE-Let it
stand until to-morrow.

Mr. TASCHEREAU-I have no ob-
jection to give twenty-four hours; and
thon I will bring it up as a question of
privilege.

The motion was withdrawn by leave
of the House, with the understanding
that it would be brought up on the fol-
lowing day.

SUPPLY.

Mr. BORDEN resumed the debate
,on the amendment to the motion to
go into Commitee of Supply.

He thanked the hon. member for
Cumberland for his kindness in inter-
fering in his behalf on the previous
evening with the desire of obtaining for
him a favourable hearing; and also the
Premier for affording him the oppor-
tunity of moving the adjournment of
the debate. He desired to read a por-
tion of an article which appeared in
the paper which was the organ of the
Conservative party in Nova Scotia.
The extract showed that this journal
followed a policy entirely opposite to
that laid down by the hon. gentleman
from Cumberland on the evening pre-
vious. . It was headed " Dr. Borden on
the Pacifie Railway," and read as fol-
lows:-" The member for the County
"ef Kings in the Dominion Parliament
"lhas delivered-we beg pardon-read

Hon. Mr. CAMERON.

"a speech in the House of Commons on
"the Pacifie Railway. We say read, be-
" cause we have the authority of one
" who was present "-he trusted this
was not a member of the bouse-

" That the hon. gentleman read every
" word of his so called speech like a
"child reading a spelling book. Every-
"body in Kings knows that the worthy
"doctor is incapable of speaking thirty
"consecutive words anywhere. He may
"have written it, although of that we
"have grave doubts, and if any friends
"fancy that lie can succeed, let him
"settle the matter by arranging for the
"re-delivery of his Pacific speech with-
"out the paper. The speech,taken upon
"its own merits, whoever wrote it, is a
"piece of blatant and senseless balder-
"dash."

He did not suspect the hon. member
for Cumberland of having anything to
do with the publication of these
comments, and he believed that they
met with the hon. gentleman's entire
disapprobation.

The hon. member for Cape Breton
undertook on the previous evening to
announce the political feeling of Nova
Scotia; this was a new departure for
this hon. membei, who Lad hitherto
contented himself with the investigation
ofpostal, and similar matters. The lion.
gentleman declared that he supported
the national policy of the lion. member
for Cumberland, and perhaps he
thought that this gave him the right
to lecture the bouse and members from
Nova Scotia regarding the politics of
that Province.

The lion. gentleman said there were
no Free Traders in Nova Scotia, but
after the vote on the motion of the
hon. member for Montreal West, he
might feel happy if there were not.
If that motion had been carried the
cost of living to every one of the col-
liers of Cape Breton would have been
increased, and the existing depression
would only have been increased. The
hon. gentleman also remarked that the
amendment before the Iouse just
suited him, but was there anything in
the speech of the right hon. member
for Kingston which could be construpd
into a guarantee that the coal interest
of Nova Scotia would be proteeted ?
There was nothing definite either in
that speech or in the resolution before
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the House. If the intention of the
right hon. member for Kingston was
to protect everything, it was clear that
nothing would be protected. But he
seemed to indicate a desire to protect
only the agricultural and manufac-
turing interests. It was denied by
some that he intended to increase the
taxation of the people, but if the pro-
tection was to be at all adequate, would
it not have the effect of destroying the
revenue derived from the articles pro-
tected ? This would necessitate a
readjustment of the tariff, and a
general increase on articles imported
into this country, and not manufactured
here. It was plain that there would
be increased taxation on everything.
The great reason alleged for asking
that manufactures be protected was
that they suffered from a peculiar
depression, but that argument had
been exploded. It had been shown
that they suffered from the same
depression which prevailed in other
countries and in all branches of indus-
try at this time.

There were many reasons why a
protective policy should not be
:adopted. We must depend upon the
development of our vast resources for
future greatness. Our North-West
must be filled with population, and we
,can only attract immigration by
making the cost of living cheap in this
ýcountry. While a protective tariff
would be an injustice to the majority
for the benefit of the few, it would also
'enhance the cost of living and drive
immigration from our shores.

The only protection for our agricul-
turists was low duties, which would
enable them to purchase the necessaries
of life as cheaply as possible. Several
Ontario farmers in this House had
spoken in opposition to the principle
of protection as applied to agriculture,
and he believed they expressed the
opinions of a large majority of the
people of Ontario. He had the honour
to represent the largest aguicultural
constituency in Nova Scotia, and he
had no hesitation in saying that the
views of the vast majority of his
consti tuents were opposed to protection
either to manufactures or agriculture.
He had not the slightest doubt they
would continue to do so, not-
withstanding the captivating pic-

ture drawn by the hon. member
for Stanstead of large manufacturing
towns and home markets. The same
picture had been presented to them
when they entered the Confederation;
but although the tariff had been in-
creased seven or eight per cent., they
saw no such result. No interest of
Nova Scotia asked for protection, and
the Board of Trade of Halifax had
unanimously adopted a resolution
against the system. The chief produc-
tion in his county formerly was pota-
toes, for the raising of which the soil
was peculiarly adapted. Since the
abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty
they had been shut out of the United
States' markets, and the fariners of
King's had been obliged to turn
their attention to raising other pro-
ducts. In the year ending Sept. 20th,
1865, the value of potatoes shipped
from his county alone to the United
States was $130,992, In the six months
immediately preceding the abrogation
of the Reciprocity Treaty, the value of
potatoes exported from the same county
to the United States was $135,229. In
the year ending June 30th, 1875, the
total amount of vegetables exported
from the entire province to the United
States was only $35,257.

It was very clear that the only remedy
for Canada was reciprocity. The pro-
position of the right hon. gentleman
would not help them, and he denied
that a retaliatory policy would assist
Canada. It had been stated that the
United States had endeavoured to force
us into annexation by the imposition
of a high tariff. They had not suc-
ceeded, and it was absurd to think that
a country ten times weaker than our
neighbours could succeed in forcing a
policy on the United States. He was
further satisfied that a retailatory po-
licy would result injuriously to Canada.
The right hon. gentleman's proposition
to protect agricultural products would
involve the imposition of a duty on
flour. That would be a strange kind
of protection for the farmers of the
Lower Provinces who had no outlet
for their products. Some might ac-
cuse him of sectionalism in his remarks,
but he was satisfied that he was not
open to this charge. Notwithstanding
the remarks of the hon. member for
Cape Breton he felt assured that among
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the lcading men of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, the determination of the Gov-
ernment to keep down taxation had
met with entire approbation. With
regard to bis own county he believed
it was so, and he believed it applied to
the whole of the western part of Nova
Scotia at least. In conclusion lie de-
sired to congratulate the Government
on the policy they had adopted in re-
sisting the encroachments of Protec-
tionists on the rank and file of the
people, and on the system of economy
they bad inaugurated.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (South
Ontario), held that a retaliatory policy
would ruin Canada, and especially the
lumber trade. What would the gen-
tlemen conducting their business on
the Ottawa say if they had to pay two
or three more dollars on lumber ? A
retaliatory policy meant that we sbould
do the same as the United States wIth-
out reference to interest or to common
sense. One thing which had been
lost sight of by hon. gentlemen was,
that if a tariff were raised above a cer-
tain point it afforded neither protection
nor revenue. Last year the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland advocated retrench-
ment and opposed taxation on the
ground that the finances of the country
did not require it, whilst this year he
took an altogether different course.
The Finance Minister in the course of
his duty notified the banks to prepare
for the payment of money falling due
to the Government; but the moment
they were notified a yell came up fron
the Conservative party that the whole
country was to be ruined by the absurd-
ity of the Finance Minister. But the
money was not called in.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings)-Did he
not notify the banks that he wanted
the money?

Hon. Mr. CAMERON replied in the
affirmative, but repeated the fact that
the money was not called in. He then
showed that the Government had re-
duced the expenditure on militia
and camps $403,000, and on emigration
to the extent of $195,000. He thought
the Government might very well re-
duce the militia expenditure another
$400,000. If by this system ofretrench-
ment the Government succeeded in
.maintaining the public credit, they

Mr. BoRDcN.

would receive the approbation of the-
whole country.

A Government was in difficulty when,
it raised a tariff suddenly, either with-
out due consideration, or owing to
necessity and loss of revenue. Prior to
Confederation a Finance Minister
came to demand, on the plea th at in-
creased revenue must be obtained,
double the duty on tea-it was then a
penny. The consequence was--as he
had warned the House-that $80,000 of
revenue was lost. The farmers did not
desire the imposition of a duty on
grain ; but on the contrary, they wished
to see the importation of more grain
than at present from the United States.
The market was in England, and the
only question at issue was whether the
grain went by Quebec or New York.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) believed
that a large majority of the people
residing in the couity of Hastings
were anxious for increased protection
in favoutr of our mnanutctuires and of'
a duty on American grain. They also-
desired the construction of the Pacific
Railway to open the great West for
emigration. These matters had been
brought before the electors of East
Hastings in 1872 by a gentleman pro-
minently engaged in lumbering and in
shipbuilding ; and this gentleman be-
lieved thatCanadians should levy aduty
on American grain, and showed that
we were nrepared by granting protec-
tion, not only to aid our farmers, but
also our manufacturers. All would
admit that this the latter required;
and our agriculturists knew that when
these interests prospered, they could
readily sell their produce at increased
prices, and for cash-which was im-
possible under contrary circumstances.
Protection would consequently be to
the farmers' advantage. The importa-
tion of Indian corn depreciated the
price of our coarse grains; and the
policy of the American manufacturers
in sending their goods into this coun-
try aic selling them for their actual
cost was easily understood. The Amer-
icans had been given the privilege of
fishing in Canadian waters in order
that the fishermen of the MaritiUie
Provinces might have the advatage of
sending their fish and fish oil free of
duty irnto the United States. The far-
mers of the Provinces of Ontario and
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Quebec had not only consented to this,
but had also assisted in the payment
of twenty-seven millions in order to
build the Intercolonial Railway, and
place light-houses at proper points.
They also furnished money for putting
in operation the bankrupt railway of
Prince Edward's Island, and they were
willing to do all in their power to make
the people of the Lower Provinces hap-
py, prosperous and contented. These
agriculturists besides wished to secure
the construction of a road in order to,
open up Manitoba and the North-West
to settlement. The hon. member for
Brant had taken exception to the
amendment of the right bon. gentle-
tieman, stating that he could not under-
stand the object of the member for
Kingston, and holding that the motion
meant and went for nothing; and
shortly afterwards the hon. member
for Lincoln declared that this motion
contained what he had advocated
throughout bis life, showing that he,
at any rate, entertained a eontrary
opinion.

The amendment before the Ilouse
was one which every member of the
Opposition would support, and * on
which they were ready to appeal to
the people. But the Finance Minister
had informed the House that our young
men should be advised to remain on
their farms. Now he (Mr. White)
knew many young men who had gone
to the cities and towns and succeeded,
not only as merchants, but as profes-
sional men, occupying the most prom-
ment positions. le believed the
motion before the House would have
the support of a large majority of the
people of bis county, and of the coun-
try in general.

Mr. PLUMB was surprised to hear
an hon. gentleman opposite say there
was no use in discussing this question
any longer-that there was such a large
majority against the amendment that
no arguments would have any effect in
changing their votes. Now, if the only
fact brought out in this debate had
been the discovery that we import so
largely of farm products from the
United States, it was worth while to
continue it and to discuss the advisabil-
ity of taxing such imports. Ie had
voted for the resolution of the bon.
lember for Montreal West, but he saw
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it did not go far enough and he was glad
that another had been brought in
which recognized other interests. One
argument against this resolution wias
that those who supported it sought to
persuade members of this House to
impose a high tariff. He had never
heard anvone argue in favour of such a
policy. Some hon. gentlemen had
spoken in favour of a retaliatory tariff ;
but he did not think they were ready
for that. What had been contended
for was a recast of the present tarif
that it might be so regulated as to give
the greatest benetit to home industries,
and that the anomalies, in regard to
taxing raw material, might be correct-
ed. Nobody denied the fact that our
maniufacturing and mining interests
are depressed, and if it was possible to
assist them it should be done. He
denied that there was any insincerity
on the part of those who supported this
amendment. They would prove their
good faith by their votes. It had also
been said that so small a portion of the
comnunity was engaged in manufac-
turing, and so large a part of the popu-
lation would suffer from a protective
policy, that it ,should not be adopted ;
but it must be remembered that what
affects any considerable class must
affect the whole people. lon. gentle-
men opposite had asserted that
those who suffered for want of
protection should read certain autho-
rities on free-tr ade. It was a strange
way to pacify starving people to tell
them to read free-trade literature. It
was not the manufacturer himselfwho
suffered, but his employés and their
families who could not tind work.
This bouse bad heard sometling of
such distress, but he predicted they
would hear more before next summer.
The agricultural interest needed a
protection which would give it a steady
market not affected by the fluctuations
of other markets.

An eloquent gentleman on the other
side of the Hiouse, who had made an
excellent Protectionist speech, drew
the conclusion that he rmu4 vote
against any measure for protection,
because, he said, agriculture was the
main-spring of our prosperity. He
(Mr. Plumb) admitted that, and if
anything could be done to aid the farm-
ing interest, everyone in this House
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ought to be ready to support such a
neasure. On the frontier, where he

resided, they had for a long time access
to the American markets. During the
war in the United States all our pro-
ducts brought high prices there; now
our neighbours are our competitors.
They taxed our products in the follow-
ing style :-Beef and pork lc.per lb.;
hams and bacon, 2c. per lb.; cheese,
4e. per lb.; wheat, 20e. per bushel;
butter, 4c. per lb.; lard, 2c. per lb.;
rye and barley, 15c. per bushel ; In-
dian corn, 10c. per bushel; oats,
11c. per bushel ; rye four, 10c. per
bbl.; potatoes, 5c. per bushel; vegeta-
bles, 10 per cent. ad valoren; flour,
20 per cent. O1 our side we had no
corresponding duties. It had been
said by the hon. member for South
Ontario that protection would iniure
ouri millers. That need not be the
case if grain to be manufactured into
flour by them be admitted in bond, and
that they did not think so would be
seen by the following petition : -

Tite Petition of the Dominion Mill:r
" Association.

" Humbly Sho peth

i That your petitioners, in the interest of
the millers of Canada, numbering upwards of
twelve hundred persons, having in the
aggregate thirteen millions of dollars invested
in the manufacture of flour in the Dominion
of Canada, submit :

That the interes of your petitioners, and
the prosperity of the agriculturists, and of
those engaged in the manufacture and export
of the agricultural produce of Canada, are
greatly prejudiced and injured by the marked
inequality between the terms upon which
cereal products are permitted to be imported
into the United Stat-s from Canada, and those
on which similar products are admitted into
Canada firom the United States ; and your
petitioners humbly subrait that the free
admission into the Dominion of -grain and
flour from the United States, while heavy
discriminating duties are levied by the latter
country upon similar products coming from
Canada, is an injustice to the farmers and
millers of this country.

I And your petitioners further submit, that
while the charges, trouble and delays involved
in bonding grain and flour of Canadian growth
or manufacture, form a grave impediment to
trade therein between the inland and sea.
board Provinces of the Dominion, in the
absence of any corresponding restriction on
the importation into the latter Provinçes of
grain and Flour grown or manufactured in
the United States, a decided preference is
created in favour of foreign over native
produce, to the discouragement and diminution

Mr PT1UNB.
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of inter-provincial trade, and consequently to
the detriment of the political as wellas of the
commerciaI interests of the Dominion.

" And your Petitioners therefore humbly
pray that duties corresponding tothose levied
by the United States upon agricultural produce
grown or manufactured in Canada, may be
imposed upon similar imports from the United
States, and that a drawback may be allowed
upon the export of foreign grain when
manufactured in Canada."

He thought that this was a sufficient
anwer to what had been stated by the
hon. member for South Ontario with re-
gard to the millers.

The Governinent had told us that
they found no necessity for recasting
the tariff. A very large' balance was
undoubtedly held to the credit 9f the
Administration by Canadian banks,
but this represented a debt- not a sur-
plus. It had been borrowed for cer-
tain purposes, on certain pledges, and
for those alone could it be expended.
It was not intended to tide over difii-
culties and provide against deficits.
He had been very sorry to observe in
the economies of which they had heard
so much-but which were only econo-
mies when compared with the profuse
expenditure of the Government during
last year and the year before-a re.
duction of $400,000 in the estimates for
the Militia Department. He wasaware
that the hon. member for South Onta-
rio had extreme views on this subject,
but he doubted greatly whether the
majority of the people of Canada
agreed with that hon. gentleman on
this point. le could . hardly believe
that this hon. gentleman's arguments
had induced the Government to make
this reduction. The whole apparent
retrenchment cf which the Goverment
boasted was simply reduction of ex-
penditures for the current year as com-
pared with the extiavagance of the
last and would prove to be no ultimate
saving at all. -They were told that' so
small a portion of the people were en-
gaged in manufactures that it was un-
fair to tax the great portion of the
community which constituted the re-
mainder. le desired, however, to
show that the manufacturing industries
of the IDominion of Canada in 1871
were: Capital invested (cents omitted),
$77,964,020; value of manufactures,
$221,617,773; wages paid, $40,85 1,000;
hands employed, 187,942. This showa
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that about 5j per cent. of the popula-
tion were engaged in manufactures,
and allowing that the wages of each
operator sustained three individuals
on an average, it would appear that
about fifteen per cent. of the whole
population are depending upon manu-
facturers for the necessaries of life.
Each operator produced on an average
$1,179, and received in wages for so
doing $212, or 18 per cent. of the pro-
duction.

The manufacturing class amounts to
44 per cent. of the agricultural class,
or nearly one-half, and their wages for
labour, $40,851,000, would have pur-
chased the total cereal produets of the
Domgion in 1871. The products of
their labor may be estimated at 75 per
cent. more. The value of raw material
used was $125,907,841, leaving $65,-.
709,927 for wages and profit.

iNow, if the manufacturing interest
was in the prosperous condition it
might be, there would be no neces-
sity for four hundred thousand young
Canadians seeking work and wages in
the neighbouring Republie. Canada
would have been in a very different
position to-day if the native industries
had been properly fostered. He be-
lieved that a small tax on bituminous
coal would be a source of great advan-
tage to Nova Scotia, inasmuch as it
would enable that Province to supply
Ontario, as far West as Toronto, with
coal. What they wanted really was a
national policy. He deprecated the
Pacifie Railway policy of the Govern-
ment, asserting that if they had under-
taken to build the road as was first in-
tende 1, it would have given confidence
to our population and have proved a
great boon to the country by giving
work to a large number of people, add-
ing that a system of protection might
have been adopted in connection with
that policy, which would enable the
iron for the road to be furnished from
Canadian mines.

A good deal had been said about the
prosperity a free-trade policy had con-
ferred upon England, but he could not
discover any analogy between the con-
ditions of the two countries. England
was in a very different situation when
free-trade was adopted from that of
Canada at the present time, and much
of her sudden prcsperity arose from
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the increase of railways. Hle was
satisfied that free-trade would be ruin-
ous to the trade of this country. In
conclusion, ho trusted that the hon.
gentlemen wbo had avowed protection
sentiments on the other side of the
louse would not follow the example of
the hon. member for Brant and the
hon. member for Grenville, but would
adhere consistently to the positions
they had taken.

Mr. OLIVER contended that the im-
position of a tax on corn would seriously
affect the lumber interest. The bon.
gentleman froi Niagara had said that
the importation into this country of
the products of the soil was nearly
as large as the exportation. This
statement was not correct, and
was refuted by the trade and naviga-
tion returns. In answer to the hon.
member for Stanstead, he stated that
the farmers of this country, in Ontario
at any rate, were opposed to giving
bonuses to manufacturers, believing it
to be an unsound policy. The same
lion. gentleman had advocated the tax-
ation of the produets of the soil, claim-
ing that it would build up a large
manufacturing population that would
consume the annual products of the
soil. This was a very plausible argu-
ment; but where were they to find an
outlet for tihe manufactured articles ?
It was admitted that Canada could not
compete with -Americans in their own
country, or with the English in their
own market. Therefore, they would
have no outlet for their manufactured
goods.

The great difficulty about the theory
of building up, through protection, the
manufacturing interests of the country
and a large consuming population for
natural produets, was that an outlet
could not be found for the goods manu-
factured under this system. What
would be the effect of the imposition of
a duty on certain articles the hon.
member for Stanstead mentioned ? The
latter strongly urged that a duty should
be imposed on wool, but this would be
a direct tax on the people of this coun-
try. We bought and sold this article
largely; according to the Trade and
Navigation Returns, we purchased last
year 7,947,879 lbs., costing $1,375,484,
and we exported 2,647,498 lbs., realiz-
ing $919,680, leaving a balance of
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3,300,3S1 lbs. in favour of our imp,-rta-
tions. The quality we required for
manufacture was very different from
that which we raised ; the latter was
long and fine, used in the New Engliand
States, and the former was short. Our
selling price averages 31 cents. per lb.,
and our bnying price 18 cents. per lb.,
paid to the Americans, obtaining on
the transaction a handsone profit. A ny
one who had paid the slightest attention
to the rulings of the Boston mnarket
would know that at all tinies Canadian
comimanded fiom 5 to 10 cents per
lb. more than American wool ; and
this was the reason-as lie had been
repeatedly told by ian ufac turers-in
consequence of our more vigorous
climate oiu wool had a finer finish than
the American. The same obsevation
held good with regard to furs through-
out the past, and lie apprehended for
all timne to come oui' produet would
obtain a higher price than the Ameri-
can. His hor. friend from Stanstead
feared that our wool should be excluded
from the market across the border ; but
as we did not raise a sufficient quantity
for our manufactures, a tax of
12 cents. per lb. - equal to the
American duty-on wool import-
ed would compel our manufacturers
to pay in this relation 30 cents per
1 ound, instead of 18 cents, to their'great
detriment; and the consumer would
pay an increased price per yard for
cloth. lis lion. friend also advocated
the imposition of duties on pease, oats
and barley; but
a single bushel
would be folly.
wheat and flour.
man who moved
that he had his
he had receivcd
such protection,

as we did not import
of these grains this
They next came to

The right hon. gentle-
the amendment, said
pockets full of letters
t'rom farmers urging
but in the first place

it would not require a great number
of letters to fill the hon. gentleman's
pockets, and in the next place, he did
not doubt that the member for King-
ston had a sufficient number of admir-
ers among our agriculturists to fill
with letters many more pockets than
this hon. gentleman possessed; but
where were the petitions from our farm-
ers laid, in this regard ? On the table ?
He admitted that such a document was
in circulation, though not presented
perhaps, among the millers of this

Mr. OLIVEB.

country. le had read the proceed-
ingcs of the millers who had met in Tor-
onto, and he fotund that they complain-
ed of two things:-First, that their
intrests' were not protected, and,
secondly, that the railways discrimin-
ated in favour of grain, which was
carried for 25 cents per 220 lbs., whil&
flour, barreled., was charged 40 cents
per 220 lbs., a gievan('e whieh could
be remedied. The Miller's Association
resolved to lay these niatters beforc
Parliament, but it appears that this
has not been done, and they fall back
on the device of inreasing the price of
flour by means of protection.

It vas laid down by every political
economaist, and evervone vho bas
studied the trade of this countrv that
as long as ouir exports of flour and
wheat exceed the quantity we

*raised, it was impossible for any pro-
tection to regulate the price of these
articles, as this was done in the mai-
ket where they were sold. It vas
said that our inports in this relation
equalled our exports ; but this was a
mistake. We exported of wheat and
flour last year 8,594,460 bushels, realiz-
ing $10,004,069 ; and imported 7,441,-
086 bushels, which cost $9,120,270, the
former showing a balance of 1,150,372
bushels in favour of our people, worth
$883,749. The quantity appeared very
small, but, as he had stated on a pre-
vious occasion, this was a good and
sufficient reason for the decrease as
compared with our imports; hundreds
and thousands of acres were now used
for the growth of certain other agri-
cultural products, which were planted
with cereals a few years ago. The
people of the western section, and
also, he was glad to say, those of the
eastern section and the sea-board Pro-
vinces, had gone largely into the
manufacture of' dairy produce.

It being six o'cloek, the Ilouse took
recess, Mr. Oliver still having the floor.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. OLIVER resuming, stated that
about eight or nine years ago we im-
ported about one quarter of a million's
worth of dairy produce; but at present
we exported it from Ontario to the
value of $7,500,000. He was happy
to say that the county, a part of which

(COXmoS.] Suppl.y.



[MupenRcII 15, 1876.]

lie had the honour to represent, ex-
ported of such produce a million dol-
lars worth during the past season.
This information was not to be found
in the Trade and Navigation Rturns;
but he had it direetly from the Secre-
tary of the Dairyrnens' Association,
and he could vouch for its accuracv.

It was proposed to bentit our iman-
facturing industries and agricultural
interests by means of protection ; but
the farmers ought to see what they
iwould payfor---what the vould receive
under such a policy. Between 1870-1,
when a duty was imposed on foreign
produce imported, it realized oniv
£78,000 ; and if it was re-imposed, only
a corresponding aniount would proba-
by be obtained, while for its sake the
agriculturists would be obliged to pay
a very mucli larger sum.

Last year we imported dutiable
goods to the value of $78,000,000; and
even if an extra 2- per cent. were levied
on manufactures imported it would in-
cease their price, at all events, to that
extent,and the taxation by two millions.
The consuming public would be obliged
to pay this advan ce! They again found
that not one but every industry must
be protected, including mineral pro-
ducts, the lumber and mercantile in-
terests; and if the mineral products
were taken into consideratioq, it ap-
peared that the very small sum of fifty
cents per ton must be placed on coal,
of which we imported 660,000 tons,
raising such a duty, consequently, to
$330,000 per annum. We purchased
yearly tea to the value of four millions
of dollars; and a movement was afoot
in favour of the re-imposition of the
duty taken off from this article. Since
the duty was removed the Americans
had full liberty to compete in our mar-
ket, and beyond question this had lower-
ed the price of the article. If the duty
was re-imposed it would cost the con-
suming public $400,000 per annum. The
sugar refiners desired further protec-
tion, and the member for Montreal
West affirmed that they now manufac-
tured sugar at a loss of 12 cents per
hundred pounds, owing to the draw-
back allowed on the American article
when exported here. If the demand
of the retiners was granted it would
increase, at the lowest estimate, the
price of our sugar one cent per pound.

We used 11,000,0O pounds, and con-
sequently we would have to pay
therefor $1,111,000. He was told by a
gentleman wbo thoroughly understood
this trade, that the advance under such
circumstances wouild exceed one cent.
per pound ; and, as le had mentioned,
the people would at least be taxed an
extra $1,111,000 forthe benefit of three
or four institutions. Taking their
condition into consideration they knew
that some refiners who, like manyother
persons in Canada, had commenced
operations with very small capital,
had realized very large competencies,
showing conclusively that the under-
taking was profitable.

The hon. member for North Huron,
by his Committee, would ask for a re-
imposition of the duty on salt. We
import 2,560,000 bushels of salt, for
which we would have to pay the
additional price, at 5 cents per bushels,
of $1 18,000. It would be impossi ble to
estimate the taxation which this pro-
tective system would impose on the
country. but on the articles he had
mentioned it would be sonething like
$3,969,000 which the consuming popu-
lation was asked to pay to put into
their pockets the small amount of $78,-
00. But it was asserted the inposi-
tion of protective duties would not in-
crease the cost of the articles protected.
He thought he could prove the con-
trary fron the history of the petro-
leui interest, which was protected by
a tariff of 15 per cent., and paid an
excise duty of ive per cent. The Ame-
rican duty was 20 per cent., so that
the duties were nearly reciprocal. The
result of this protection was that rings
were formed among the oil producers
and refiners of West Ontario to in-
crease the cost of petroleum to the
consumers. Refineries were standing
idle and their proprietors were receiv-
ing three to five thousand a year for
keeping their machinery idle. In-
stead of oil selling at 15 cents to
20 cents it costs 28 cents wholesale.
Another result of this protection was
that smuggling was carried on so ex-
tensively it would require double the
numaber of preventive officers to
watch the frontier. Such were the
results of over-protection. The hon.
member for Stanstead advocated a
policy which would make a close cor-
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poration of this country, where every.
thing we could produce would be
consumed by a manufacturing popula-
lation. What effect would that have
upon our shipping interest? If every-
thing is to be protectei, as a matter of
course all the articles that enter into
the building of ships would cost more,
and the result would be the same in
this country as in the United States
where the shipping interest had been
destroyed by over-protection. Admit-
ting for th' sake of argument that the
price of flour could be increased by
protection, it would add to the cost of
breadstuffs consumed by the Lower
Provinces. Would the people of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick be content
with that? He apprehended they would
feel discontented, and it would be inju-
ricus to the future of this country if
any of the smaller Provinces had
reason to believe that Ontario and
Quebec had used their great influence
to tax them unfairly.

The policy of the Government,
with reference to the cash at their
command, had been attacked. The
late Government deposited it in the
bank of Montreal. That bank went
down to Wall Street and specu-
lated on the money which belonged to
the people of Canada. The present
Government put a certain part of this
monev into the various banks of the
country. It was alleged that this pro-
duced inflation, and was a principal
cause of the prevailing depression.
Now there was nothing more impor-
tant than to have sufficient money at
the command of the commission mer-
chants to move the grain every fhIl.
The people merely had the use of their
own money when it was required.

It had been said that the policy pro-

posed by the rigl t hon. member for
Kingston would benefit the farmers.
This was a more assertion, which no-
body had backed up with facts or
figures. The hon. member for South
Norfolk had stated that there was
prosperity in this country until the

present Government came into power;
but ho forgot that the depression of
1857-8 occurred while the right hon.
member for Kingston was in power.
It would hardly be asserted that the
influence of the present Government
extended to England, Germany, or the

Mr. OLIVER.

United States; yet there was depres-
sion there as well as in this country.

Representing as he did one of the
best agricultural districts in the
Dominion, he had deemed it necessary
to make these remarks before voting on
the amendment before the House.

Mr. WOOD said that two years ago,
when he had the honour to move for
a Committee to investigate into the
manufacturing industries of this coun-
try, he had no idea that the question
of free-trade and protection would so
soon engage the attention of Canada.
The report of that Committee showed
the injustice done to the manufacturing
interest, and their right to redress.
He maintained that the farmers would
not object to taxation if it could be
pointed out that it was to their inter-
est, which he thought could be done.
They were willing to be taxed for rail-
roads that would open up to them mar-
kets which they had not formerly been
able to reach. The fact was that pro-
tection merely asked for the creation
of a home market for their rural pro-
ductions. The hon. member for South
Brant had stated that a number of
things in the United States had a pro-
tection which amounted to some 80 and
100 per cent., but the hon. gentleman
forgot to tell the liouse that scarcely
any of these articles were imported.
These articles were manufactured in
the Union and were sold to the people
at as low a price as they could pur-
chase them in a foreign country. The
welfare of the country demanded the
protection of home industries. (At this
point, Mr. Wood, in consequence of
sudden indisposition, was unable to
proceed with his remarks).

- Mr. MILLS said the resolution pro-
posed by the right hon. member for
Kingston was said to be a very com-
prehensive one, and ho thoughtthe ob-
servations which had been made by
supporters of that hon. gentleman, not
only in the louse but in the press,
showed this statement of the character
of the resolution was literally correct. In
fact, it was so comprehensive that the
Free-Traders who supported the gen-
tlemen opposite found no difficulty in
endorsing the sentiments which it
expressed, and the Protectionists
on the Government side of the House-
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were equally ready to support it
in the interests of protection.
Some hon. gentlemen had complained
that this had been a discussion on the
questions of free-trade and protection,
and that these questions were not
nesessarily raised by the motion
before the House. Be dissented from
that proposition, holding that these
questions were strictly pertinent.
The hon. gentlemen who supported
the resolution did not say they desired
more taxation for the purpose of meet-
ing the expenses of the public service,
but a redistribution of the tariff in
order to encourage home industries.
He remembered that when the terims
of the admission of British Columbia
were under consideration, the right hon.
member for Kingston and his colleagues
in the Government found it necessary
to propose a resolution in which they
stated that in carrying out these
terms no increased taxation would be
required. It seemed that gentlemen,
belonging to the party of retro-
gression as well as the party of
progress, believed that progress was
a public blessing, but the hon.
gentlemen on the other side of
the House since the Session had
oemmenced had abandoned the

ground they had formerly taken.
In the discussion of these resolutions
the ground had been taken that taxa-
tion was really a public blessing, and
under the circumstances it seemed to
him that the question of free-trade and
protection became 'very important,
and the real issue before the House.
He never had been able to understand
the logic of those who declared in fa-
vour of free-trade as a matter of princi-
ple, and at the same time were practi-
cally in favour of incidental protection.
He held that free-trade was an undoubt-
ed advanta-e, and did not subscribe to
the doctine laid down by the right hon.
member for Kingston that it was a
mere subordinute branch of political
economïy, but rather the outcome of
certain facts. It was a logical deduc-
tion from a great number of-facts
that had been considered, not inciden-
tal in its character, not influenced by
circumstances of time and place, and
which was equally applicable to ail
people, whatever might be their pecu-
liar condition. He did not think it

was in the public interest to impose
more taxation than was absolutely re-
quired. Now, what did they find in
that principle of incidental protec-
tions ? They found that the country
collected a very large amount of taxes,
a very small proportion of which, it
might be,went into the public Treasury.
The tax imposed on imported goods,or a
considerable portion ot it, at aIl events,
went into the public Treasury, but the
incident to this customs tax impossd on
goods being produced in the country
went into the pockets of the manufac-
turers and the distributors. By
incidental protection they took the
money from one portion of the people
and gave it to another portion engaged
in different pursuits. He would be
very sorry, seeing that Canada had, to
some extent, entered upon what
he considered to be a wrong path in
adopting this principle of incidental
protection, if they should seek to press
it further. He believed it was in the
public interest that they should depart
from that system and get back to a
more rational and wholesome basis of
taxation.

As a matter of principle, there was
no difference between incidental and
direct protection, and in his judgment
no advantage could be gained by
either system. So long as indirect
taxation existed a considerable
amount of money must be collected,
which did not go into the publc
Treasury; and one of our aims ought
to be to limit this to the greatest pos-
sible extent. We paid on goods paying
specific duty, a tax of $2,366,944; and
on these the importer and retailer
realized a profit of $929,718. Goods
paying specific and ad valorem duties
paid a tax of $2,328,663 ; and the
ordinary profit to the importer and
retailer was $815,033. On goods paying
25 per cent. duty, $2,826,076 were
collected, and on these a profit of
$98,936 was obtained. Goods paying
17ý per cent. gave a revenue of $9,-
519,688.61, the profit being $3,331,260 ;
10 per cent. goods paid $2,083,242,
and the profit amounted to $99,134.
On goods worth five millions, five per
cent. was paid, the tax raised being
$292,834, and the profit was $102,291.
In order that $15,344,000 might be
received into the Treasury, taxes in the
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form of profits to the importer and
distributor of the good-but not upon
the original price or cost-were paid
to the extent of $5,273,000; making in
ail $29,618,000 in taxation,of which only
$15,000,000 hatl come into the Treas-
ury. Besides there was the cost of
collection. He did not say that we
should adopt the systerm of direct tax-
ation, for there were certain advan-
tages arising out of the present system,
as under it people paid taxes when
they could do so, and according to
their proportions. The disadvantages
were, however, immense, and deserved
the very gravest consideration. He
thought it would be seen that it
was possible for the public to pay,
besides the five millions to the retailer
and importer which lie had mentioned,
a very large sum to the manufacturer.
H1e did not say that when 17½, per cent.
of taxation was imposed the price of
the articles in question was increased
to this extent ; but this might be the
case. If this was assumed to be so, on
the $76,000,000 worth of goods we an-
nually produced, corresponding to those
that paid 17, per cent., the people
would be obliged to pay the additional
sum of $18 000,000. He did not
pretend that this was paid, but he said
that the price of articles was
considerably increased in consequence
of protection; else how could it confer
any benefit ? Our whole theory of ad-
mitting raw material free of duty was
based on such an assumption, and this
increase must be added to the $15,-
000,000 of which le had spoken; so
that in connection with the col-
lection of the $15,000,000 of Cus-
tom's duties, the people paid a
very large amount which formed
no inconsiderable portion of the total
amount of taxation levied. They had
been told that protection would be in
the interest of the farmer; it seemed
to be a most extraordinary statement
that taxation was a benefit. The manu-
facturer did not add a dollar to the
public wealth, which consisted of what
he compelled others to contribute to
his capital; his profits were wrung
frorm the industry of others, and this
was the necessary consequence of the
system. The mover of the amendrent
averred that protection would increase
the prosperity of the Canadian farmer;

Mr. MILLS.

but he would like to see this proven,
for he could not see how it was to be
done. How could it produce this effect ?
We were told it would be produced
partly by the increased cost of rye. We
produced in Canada 3,800,000 bushels
of corn and 1,000,000 of rye, and the
imports of such grains were for the
use of farmers and lumbermen. . How
thon could they be benefited by this
taxation on articles which they used
themselves.

The hon. member for Stanstead had
pointed to New England to show how
protection could build up industries.
He (Mr. Mills) had in his hand some in-
teresting statisties of the consequences
of protection in that country. Indus-
tries protected by duties of 60 and 70
pE or cent. had benefited by that policy ;
but the farmers had found the markets
at their own doors too expensive to be
profitable. Tne price of land depends
on the profits derivable from the soi],
and yet we find, since the adoption of
this policy, there are not to-day so
many houses in proportion to the popu-
lation in New England as tbere were
in 1860 ; there are not so many en-
gaged in agricultural pursuits now as
then, and the value of land bas de-
creased in all the New England States
and Pennsylvania.

The right hon. member for Kingston
had advocated a hostile commercial
policy for the purpose of bringing our
neighbours to termas, but a Govern-
ment which adopted such a policy
injured its owu people more than the
people of neigh bouring countries.

Spain furnisbed a striking illustra-
tion of the effects of a high protective
policy; yet the commercial unwisdom
which had crippled the energies of
Spain, was what the righ t hon. member
for Kingston recommended to the
favourable consideration of this House.
The neighbouring country had tried it,
and the result was shown in the woollen
interest. In 1867 an agreement for
mutual protection was entered into by
the wool producers and the manufac-
turers of woollen goods, and received
the sanction of Congress. In three
years from the time of its adoption, oue
thousand setts of woollen machinery in
the United States, involving directly
the labour of 16,000 workmen,
and indirectly the support of three
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times that number, were stopped.
Woollen factories costing $1,000,-
000 were sold for less than $200,000,
and converted into establishments for
the manufacture of cotton. The reason
given for the increased duties on
woollen goods was that labour in the
United States was so much higher
than in England, but we find from
the New York Commercial Bulletin

that the price of labour forms but
'7½- per cent of the cost of production.
That would not make a difference of
more than two or three per cent.
between the cost of production in Eng-
land and the United States, notwith-
standing the protective tariff of nearly
60 per cent. One hon. gentleman had
asse -red the other night that States in
whiuli manufactures were established
were more prosperous than those
which depended altogether on agricul-
ture. In the decade between 1860 and
1870, Pennsylvania increased in popu-
lation 20 per cent., in Maine and New
Hampshire the population decreased,
in Vermont the gain was only 5 per
cent., and in Rhode Island, 25 per
cent.; while Iowa, a purely agricul-
tural State, increased in the same
decade 83 per cent., Michigan 60 per
cent., Illinois 50 per cent., Kansas 200
per cent.

The hon. gentleman who sat near to
him pointed out that the wool pro-
duced in Canada was a mucli more
valuable article than that which vas
used in the manufacture of woollen
goods in this country. Now, a tax on
imported wool would not benefit our
farmers in the smallest degree, as it
would produce no effect on the price
of wool, which was governed by the
foreign market to which it was sent.
The hon. member for Stanstead threat-
ened Canadians with being run out of
their own market by the wool from
Texas. But the effect of the protective
policy of the United States had caused
a reduction in the number of sheep
raised year by year in Texas and Ohio.
They had been told of the advantage
protection would be to our manufac-
turers ; but in the United States,
manufacturers were not now in a pros-
perous condition. Of the 75,730 per-
sons engaged in manufactures, 25,240
were without employment, and had no
choice between being supported as

paupers or by means less lawful.
Th is was the system which lion.

gentlemen recommended to this
House for its consideration in the face
of the experience of the United
States. The fact that the EngLish
market had fallen in 1873, 1874 and
1875 was due to the faet that the con -
tinental customers of England had
been impoverished by the late war,
but as soon as these customers recover-
ed from the effect of this war the pros-
perity of these trades would return.
The hon. gentleman did not deem the
experience of England as anything,
saying that every country began with
protection. This was true, but there
was a time when the theory of medi-
cine was not so advanced as it was now,
and he apprehended his hon. friend from
Cumberland would not have theni go
back to the days of Galien because the
country was new. There had been
discoveries in economic science, as in
other sciences, and instead of com-
mencing where our ancestors began,
we should profit by their experience
and 1earn sornething fromi their wisdoi.
Certain industries were undoubtedly
depressed, but he would not state the
precise cause, whether owing to over-
discount or its coisequence, over-imi-
portation, or to sympathy with the
condition of our neighbours. If the
restrictive system was benefîcial, why
should the canals be widened and rait-
way facilities increased, for their ob-
ject was to cheapen transportqtion and
equalize prices. An hon. member had
already pointed out that ail round Pro-
tectionists would find a great deal of
difficulty in carrying their theory into
effect, as increased duties would be
placed on all articles coming intocom-
petition with our interests. There
were three elements in the price of
every article-wages, taxation, and
profits ; and they were told that an in-
crease of taxation could be made with-
out affecting either wages or profits.
This was absurd. He had never been
able to understand how this co ïld be
done. Coal was a raw material, and
yet a duty upon it in favour of the
Lower Province interests would be
prejudicial with regard to Ontario
manufacturers. He did not understand
the hon. member for Cumberland to
say that it would be specially advan-
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tageous to the latter, but rather that
standing alone it would be injurious to
them; yet if a tax was put on flour for
the benefit of Ontario simultaneously,
mutual benefit and blessing would fol-
low. This was the argument. The hon.
meniber for South Norfolk told them
that our diTculties would be removed
if we had money which had no value
-if the Government would employ
an engraver and establish a paper mill.
This he could not comprehend. Of
one thing, however, he was certain,
that if we ventured to frame an ex-
treme Protectionest policy, the greatest
difficulty would be experienced befbre
a rational system could be obtained.

Ron. Mr. TUPPER regretted that
the hon. member for Bothwell had not
favoured them with the long and philo-
sophie address he had delivered at an
earlier period in the debate. He feared
that at this stage no line of
argument which any hon. gentle-
man could take would prevent a
certain amount of weariness being
felt by those who were compelled
to listen. He had spoken on two for-
mer similar occasions, and hc would
not have risen in this connection had
not reference been frequently made to
the opinions ho had advocated. One
objection taken to the motion, which
ho supported with very great pleasure,
was that it was too comprehonsive ;
one hon. gentleman said that any Free-
Trader could vote for it with perfect
consistency, and another hon. gentle-
man had affirmed that it was in favour
of protection. Both these statements
were true; and why? For the reason
ho had previously given. In the condi-
tion of Canada it was idle to discuss
questions of free-trade and protection
as abstract principles; it was impossible,
situated as we were alongside of a
great nation, to adopt a fiscal policy,
framed utterly regardless and irrespec-
tive of any policy pursued by our
neighbours. Hence a defensive policy
to which a Free-Trader might object on
the principles of free trade, should be
supported by him in order that ho
might secure his purposes; the ex-
treme Free-Trad ers, if they liked, occu-
pied a common platform. with- protec-
tionists in this relation. Frec-trade
could only be obtained by one mode.
Individual members might be opposed

Mr. MILLS.

to reciprocity, but both political parties
were favoura ble to such a treaty, which
meant free-trade to a certain extent
with the United States; and it could
only be attained by one means-by
adopting a defensive policy. Why
did we get it twenty years ago ?
Simply in order to remove the customs
daties, which restricted the free-inter-
change of certain products between
the two countries. Why did they
adopt that treaty? It was because
there was a hostile tariff on both
sides of the line, and the time has
come when, if we would secure a re-
newal of reciprocal relations, we must
have something to offer. Therefore,
overyone who believed in reciprocal
free trade with the United States was
bound to support the resolution before
the House. This Government, rightly
believing that reciprocity would pro-
moto the prosperity of the Dominion,
sent a commissioner to Washington
to negotiate a treaty, but ho had
given everything in advance ; ho had
nothing to offer, and ho could accomp-
lish nothing.

An hon. gentleman had complainedt
this resolution was too comprehensive,
but that was just the policy Canada
reiuired--a broad, comprehensive,
national policy, that without looking
to any particular part of the country
would promote the prosperity of the
whole Dominion. He did not believe
any man in this House had the moral
courage to stand up and deny the
soundness of the principle contained in
this resolution. Was there an intelli-
gent man in this country that would
not, if ho could, so reconstruct the
tariff as to alleviate a stagnation of
business which was deplored in
the Speech from the Throne. It must
have been a severe depression which
would cause the Government to make
such an allusion to it, and the
only gronnd on which it could
be justified was that they were
prepared to ask Parliament to adopt
measures for its removal. Was
there a man who would deny it
was the duty of the Government, if
they could, to afford fitting encourage-
ment to our struggling industries T If
there was he would like to see him.
He (Mr. Tupper) saw no reason why
the free-traders in this House should
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not join with the Protectionists in sup-
porting this resolution, and finding
some means of dealing with this diffi-
culty in a statesmanlike and practical
manner. The speech of the hon. mem-
ber for Bothwell proved how absurd it
was to discuss this question from an
abstract point of view. He denounced
incidental protection, which the Pre-
mier whom ho supported. had advo-
cated in this House and elsewhere.
Even in the Government itself there
was a difference of policy. He (Mr.
Tupper) held that however much they
might differ in opinion, they were
bound when they presented themselves
to Parliament to agree upon the great
fundamental principles of public
policy. When, therefore, the Premier
declared himself in favor of incidental
protection, it was not open to the
Finance Minister to say he was oppos-
ed to it. He was not surprised the
hon. gentlemen disagreed. Two years
ago the Finance Minister declared to a
deputation he was personally in favour
of protection.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-The
hon. gentleman is making a most inac-
eurate statement. I never declared
such a thing.

lon. Mr. TUPPER said it was so
reported in all the Ministerial journals
and not denied. The hon. gentleman
was strangely misunderstood by an-
other deputation also. They left him
recently under the impression that ho
was in favor of increased duties, but
the only protection hon. gentlemen
opposite believed in was the protection
of their seats.

He then proceeded to read froin a
speech of the First Minister to show
that he had made a solemn pledge
that there would be a readjustment of
the tariff and increased protection
whenever the revenue failed to meet
the expenditure, and had thereby in-
creased the financial deprossion which
existed in the country by the discour-
agement of trade. The gentlemen on
the Treasury Benches believed
in nothing except that which,
regardless of the welfare of the
country, would continue their tenure
of power. The Hon. Minister of Ti-
nance had given a pledge that the tariff
should be this year increased, and le
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would give the hon. gentleman the
grounds on which he made the state-
ment. The hon. gentleman had made
a Budget Speech, in which he had left
the House in ignorance as to what
would be the financial position of the
country three months hence. But the
hon. gentleman had given figures
which would enable those who placed
confidence in him, to arrive at the
probable condition of the cotn-
try on July 1st, 1876. The hon.
gentleman stated that if he had not
imposed the new tax in 1873-4, there
would have been a deficit on July lst
1874, of $1,300,000. At the end of
three months, however, there was a
surplus of $126,522, and yet ho told
them that there would have been
a deficit if it had not been for
the new taxation. Now, in
order that the deficit might have
existed there would require to have
been an increase of expenditure over
the revenue of $1,426,522 during the
remaining portion of the year. The
statement of the hon. gentleman laid
on the table a few nights ago, as to the
financial condition of Canada up to the
lth February, showed that the ex-
penditure exceeded the revenue by
$1,145,713. The railway suspense ac-
count amounted to $1,167,950, making
a total of $2,213,663. To this amount
must be added the amount of the sur-
plus at the end of nine months of 1873,
8126,522, which, together with the
$1,300,000 deficit the Finance Minister
said would exist if the new taxes were
not imposed, gave a total of $3,640,186
as the deficjt which, by his own
tigures, the Finance Minister showed
would exist on July 1st. He main-
tained that in view of the pledges
which had been made by the First
Minister in favour of incidental pro.
tection and a revenue tariff, the
country had a right to expect
a different policy. The Hon. Fi-
nance Minister, when ho asked
the House to impose $3,000,000 addi-
tional taxation in 1873-4, stated that
in order to get money cheap, it was
necessary to prevent the possibility of
a deficit being charged against the
Government if it was desired to get
the highest price for Canadian securi-
ties.

Ho asked the hon. gentleman to tell
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him how this was consistent with that
declaration. Were we done borrowing
money? The hon. gentleman knew
that this was not the ¢case. The hon.
gentleman had told them that we
must borrow money in order to take
up our debentures as they fell due, in ad-
dition to carrying on our public works.
The hon. gentleman who told the
House vesterday that the honour,
prosperity and future of Can'ida
depcnled ipon giving him supplies
that would avert a deficit, now sat
stolidly by and allowed the Govern-
nent to succumb to the influences which
bal been brought to bear upon them
at the eleventh hour - permitted
this enormous deficit to strike down
and ruin the credit of the country.
What did the hon. gentleman say in a
speech that he (Mr. Tupper) held in
his hands. That we would have had a
deficit.; that our credit would have
been practically broken ; that we would
have had a repetition of the
disgraceful condition in which this
cuntry found itself during the year
18G6 when Canadian tive per cents
vere quoted on the London market at

7à or -G cents on the dollar ; and the
Canadianî Minister of Finance, standing
in his place, was obliged to rise and
tell the House that lie was unable to
borrow money in London on the credit
of Canada at eight per cent.

Did the hon. gentleman wish to
restore this state of things, and put
Canada in the position he had indi-
cated. The hon. gentleman had told
the House that if he was not given
three millions, when he did not need a
dollar, such would have been the result ;
and yet the hon. gentleman, when by
his own showing a foar millions
deficit would exist on the lst of next
July, was prepare 1 to hold on to office
anl abandon the settled policy of the
country, going back on the pledge given
by the First Minister of the Crown,
throwing away his own public charac-
ter and disregarding the declarations
made to the people of Canada at the
bidding of gentlemen who said that
they would not consent to any addition
to the tariff. Ie was informed that
the hon. gentleman's tariff resolutions
were printed ; so far was he from not
having-as the hon. gentleman had
intimated on the previous night-even

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

considered the representations made
by the different sections ofthe country.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I beg to
tell the hon. gentleman that whoever
told him so, stated a wilful and deliber-
ate falsehood.

lHon. NIr. TUPPER replied that
under these circumstances lie was
obliged to accept this averment; but
he would add that he had reason to
believe that his statement was correct.
Nevertheless, if it were not they ought
to have been printed-if good faith had
been kept between the First Minister
and the Canadian people, and be-
tween them and the Finance Min-
ister, who had pledged his reputa-
tion as a man that no deticit
should exist, because it was so
utterly disastrous and ruinous to a
country in the condition of Canada.
One of the hon. members from Prince.
Edward Island-Kings County, he
believed,-took credit for the pressure
he and his friends had brought to bear
on the Finance Minister at the last
hour. What did he find in a paper of
Charlottetown, which was the organ of
the Minister of the Interior ? A tele-
gram ; and if the hon. gentleman
wished to sec the authority for the
belief the people entertained in this
regard he should look at the journal,
the property of one of his own col-
leagues. And this telgram sent from
Ottawa declared that the Finance
Minister desired to meet the defi2it by
the imposition of new duties, but that
the Government had been pressed by
a deputation from the Maritine Pro-
vinces which expressed its hostility to
any such measure. The hon. gentle-
man had inserted in the gracious Speech
from th Throne the statement that
the depression of trade was such as to
require the attention of the House, and
they had prepared a policy which was
consistent with their pledges, but at
the eleventh hour this has been aban-
doned, and all theyoffered to the coun-
try was a protective policy with
regard to the Treasury Benches alone.
He had said that any person in favour of
a Reciprocity Treaty must expect to
obtain it by one means alone, and that
would bo by adopting the policy he years
ago had advocated, when he was met by
the same declarations that ho had hoard
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during this debate. As a Canadian he
could not listen to themi without a
blush, and ho had no hesitation in
saying that no man in Canada should
hear without shame the assertion that
our position was so utterly humiliating
and at th- nercy of the United States
that we dare not follow a policy
which we considered to be in our
interests. A Canadian who did not
blush for such an admission, was
uinworthy of the free institutions
which we enjoyed. le was proud to
be a Canadian ; but this pride would
become abject humility, if we were
obliged to accept the policy of self-
abasement the Ministerialists pro-
elaimed to the world had to be followed,
and if we could not adopt the fiscal
system we believed the interests of
Canada required at our bands ; if we
were forced to abase ourselves at the
feet of our neighbours, and if they
could dictate on what terms trade could
be carried on between the two
countries. H1e would not go into the
question of slaughter markets; but the
tacts were known. While the products
of Canada were met by a hostile and
prohibitive tariff, we occupied a position
which enabled the Americans to come
in, destroy, and cripple, and break
down all our industries. The hon.
gentleman told us to be careful about
what we did, and to speak with bated
breath lest these great neighbours of
ours might bear us, and sacrifice and
destroy our interests.

Canada possessed the rights and
privileges of a free country, and her
Parliament could legislate in her own
behalf, irrespective of the dictation of
her neighbours. We were bound to
deal with these questions in the true
and national spirit of national policy.
le had advocated these views
previously ; and one of the ablest
members of the House at the time
controverted them, enunciating the
same doctrines to which he had just
previously listened with such pain and
dissatisfaction. But what were the opin-
ions which that gentleman to-day held ?
He referred to Sir Alexander T. Galt,
who as everybody knew, had been
foremost in propounding the principle
that the true policy of Canada was not
to excite by retaliatory measures, and
the adoption of a hostile tariff, any

ill-feeling on the other side-that ail
difficulties should be snoothed awav,
and all made serene, in order to brin (g
about reciprocal trade in this way
and what was his position to-day ?
After six years of patient waiting for
the success of his Vown plan, lie had
adopted the views lie (Mr. Tupper)
had advocated in their entiretv. That
gentleman was now satistied that the
only true policy for Canada was to
legislate, as far as regarded the United
States, in the saine selfish spirit in
which they legislated with reference to
us ; and that in this manner, and in
this manner alone, could we hope t>
attain any great future for this Canada
of ours.

What had the hon. gentleman who
had just sat down told the House ?-
that 600,000 tons ofcoal had come into
Canada during the past year without
the imposition upon it of a farthing
of duty; and why should not this
article pay duty as well as the clothing
we wore, or any other article of con-
sumption ? Canada possessed the most
magnificent coal mines on this conti-
nent ; and why was it that our mining
interest should not be included in this
resolution as one ofthe most struggling
industries to be found at present in
Canada ? The hon. member for Both-
well had revealed the seci et ; while
this interest, in which twelve millions
of capital were invested, was stagnant
and paralyzed, and while the deep-
est suffering in consequence prevailed,
what were we doing? Receiving with
open arms from the United States,
which excluded our products by a duty
of 75 cents per ton, coal to the extent
of 600,000 tons, on which not a farthing
of duty was paid. Would a contra-
impost be a sectional tax ? The Finance
Ministei knew that in his own tariff
he had proposed a tax of $1 per ton on
ships, but because he was unable to
carry it he reduced it to twenty cents.
-He (Mr. Tupper) could point to a pro-
duct in Ontario on which 150 per cent.
was paid by the people of the Maritime
Provinces-the article was petroleuim.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT I did
not put a tax on it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER enquired wheth-
er a tariff carried through the House
by the hon, gentleman was his own or
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not. The hon. gentleman had under-
taken to change and remodel it, and
therefore he was responsible for it.
150 per cent. was levied on petroleum,
an article which was the exclusive
product of Ontario-

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No! No!

Hon. Mr. TUPPER stated that the
duty on petroleum 'was 15 cents per
gallon, and the hon. gentleman was
aware that it was produced in the
'United States for something like ten
cents per gallon. The people of Ontario
did not pay the duty because it was
obtained in their midst, but it was
more convenient for the Lower Pro-
vinces to import it from the United
States. He did not say that this
course was politie or impolitic, but it
4did not answer for gentlemen who
maintained such a tariff to say that,
when coal was prodluced in Nova
Scotia, the people of this Dominion
must buy it from a foreign country to
the extent of 600.000 tons without pay-
ing a farthing of duty.

Could the hon. gentleman give him
any reason why this was not a legiti-
mate article of taxation the same as
anything else in this country ? At
any rate he was ready to accept a duty
on flour for this reason. If we were
ever to follow the example of the
United States, who had built up by
their commercial policy a great inter-
nal trade, we must adopt a similar
policy. It would be wise even to sub-
sidize a line of steamers to carry coal
and other products from Nova Scotia
to Ontario, and transport flour and
other products in return. While
it would yield some revenue it would
stimulate interprovincial trade. Such
a policy would be worthy of this
country and its people.

lon. gentlemen who claimed credit
for having formed this policy, admit-
ted that protective duties build up
great cities, but they complain that it
takes the population from the country.
They say " sweep away the large cities
of Canada and the country will be as
good as ever." The man who believed
the great commercial centres of the
Dominion could be swept away with-
oat spreading devastation throughout
the country had yet to learn the alpha-
b3t of the progress of nations. lie

Hon. Mr. Tuprnt.

pitied the man who could look at
Montreal and Toronto without feeling
they were places of which Canadians
might justly be proud. The Finance
Minister seemed to deplore the fact that
any man could be induced to do any-
thing except remain at the tail of the
plough. The horr. gentleman seemed
to think these great centres of wealth,
refinement, talent and education, were
not worthy of a moment's considera-
tion. Canada was in this position-
her industries were insepayably inter-
woven with each other, and he defied
anyone to injure one without injuring
the whole.

The policy of the late Givernment
when they found they had more money
than they required, was to make tea
and coffee free, but left the pro-
tective duties unchanged, which was
the true policy. He was prepared
to go to the fishing hamlets of the
Maritime Provinces and submit to
them if they were not prepared,
for the sake of getting tea and
coffee free of duty, and their own in-
dustry fostered to pay something on
flour. It was a disgrace to this coun-
try that we did not furnish flour to all
the people of the Lower Provinces from
the granaries of Ontario.

le had the pleasure of finding that
the doctrines he had propounded six
years ago, and which met with such
hostility from the most experienced
public men in this country, were now
endorsed in all their entirely. The
hon. member for Halifax said such
a policy would alienate England, but
it would be perfectly right and just
for Canada to discriminate in favour
of the mother country. Our products
instead of being met by a hostile tar-
riff were received freely, and it would
be wise and fair and would be attended
with the best results to promote inter-
course between the two countries.

He contended that the true policy of
this country was to offer inducements
to capitalists to invest their money in
the Dominion, that industries might
be built up in our midst. For want of
such a policy one great interest had
been driven out of this country, carÉy-
ing all its capital with it to New York.
We were losing capital, and we were
L)sing what was more valuable-men.
We were spending our money freely
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in bring immigrants to settle here, but
the want of manufacturing industries
had driven a quarter of a million peo-
ple from Lower Canada across the
border, and no doubt they had increas-
ed to half a million by this time.

He asked whether the statement of
Mr. Ilowland, that 400,000 men from
the western section of this country
were now to be found scattered over
the western and niddle States of the
neighbourghing republie, wrs not
worthy of consideration. A policy
that would repatriate our country with
these loyal and enterprising men, was
a policy that Canada must adopt if she
wished to do anything but hold a sta-
tionery position or to retrograde from
ber former prosperity.

The late Government had adopted
a tariff that was as high as was neces-
sary in the condition of the country at
that time, to raise the revenue that was
required. When reductions were made
it was by taking the duty off tea and
coffee, and placing on the free list
articles which were required by our
mnanufacturers as raw material. The
2½ per cent. increase for which hon.
gentleman o)posite claimed credit was
not commensurate with the change in
the labour market of this continent.
While they apparently gave protection
with one hand, they sweptit away with
the other, by taking out of the free list
articles required in our manufactures,
and that accounted to a great extent
for the changed condition of our
manuf*acturing industries.

The Finance Minister claimed credit
for pursuing a policy of retrenchment,
and asserted that it caused umbrage.
Any gentleman who could take
umbrage at the retrenchment policy
of the Government was very sensitive.
What was this retrenchment policy
the Hon. Minister of Finance had
brougiht forth ? At all events ho had
pleaded in extenuation that it is a very
little one ! The hon. member for
South Ontario almost shed tears of
gratitude over him for having reduced
the Militia expenditure nearly $400,-
000 but instead of reduction. the fact
was the House was asked to vote in
reality more than the late Govern ment
had expended in 1873-4. Was that the
kind of economy that should meet with
an overflow of gratitude ! He

would ask him if he had not a
little gratitude for the Government
that really expended less on that ser-
in 1873-74 than he had asked the House
to vote on the same service. It was
an insult to the House for the Govern-
ment to claim credit for retrenchment
or economy. They asked the Hlouse to
vote $5,483,684 more for the expendi-
ture of 1874-75 than had been expended
in J873-74. Thev made a pretence of
economy by asking the House to vote
$3,000,000 they did not require, and
finding they could not spend the money
they ask fer less now, and call it
economy. The late Government spent
during the last fiscal year they were
in power $19,174,641, while the ex-
penditure of the present Government
last year was $23,713,071, which was
$4,538,430 more than the expenditure
of the late Government during 1872-73.
The estimates for the coming year are
$3,708,172 more than flic expenditure
for 1873-4. lion. gentlemen oppo-
site would have to tind sone other
grounds than those of pretended
economy and retrenchment to sustain
them. If the industries of this country
were to be given fair play, an entirely
different policy would "have to be
adopted with regard to Manitoba and
British Columbia. They were most
deeply interested in the policy pro-
pounded in the resolution. The large
deficit which would exist by July
would strike a fatal blow at the credit
of Canada, and put the couritry in a
condition which, according to the
Finance Minister, would prevent it
from obtaining money for less than 8
per cent. No one would suppose that
a railway from Lake Superior to Red
River would be constructed by Canada
with money borrowed at 8 per cent.
interest. The hon. gentleman by allow-
ing a great deficit to stare the country
in the face would effectually strike
down the credit of the country.
The hn. member for South Ontario
says we are wasting time-that we
can tot expect to change the majority of
sixty-four sustaining the Government.
In agitating this question then they
were appealing to the country and not
t> the members of the House, who re-
garded the interests of the people as
subservient, to party. It was true the
hon. gentlemen might have a majority
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of sixty-four with which to vote them
down, but they could not forget that
that majority, two vears ago. was more
than one hundred. Let his hon. friend,
the First Minister, look across the
House at the seat oecupied by the
member for Norfh Victoria and lie
would find vhere he had an able and
intelligent friend and supporter sitting
one short year ago, sat to-day an able
and intelligent opponent of the Govern-
ment. Let him cast his eye upon the
ceounty of Berthier, and lie would
observe that where one short year ago
he could elect a representative in the
Ministerial interestby acclamation, an
able and intelligent representative of
the people of the county, in opposition
to the Administration, had been re-
turned by a majority of 270. Let him
glance at the County of South Norfolk.
He (Mr. Tupper) did not wish to hurt
the hon. gentleman's feelings, by re-
minding him of the strenuous efforts lie
had niado to defeat the present
representative of this constituen cy, and
he would simply say this-that in this,
one of the finest agricultural counties
in the whole of this great Province of
Ontario, which had by a majority of 90
two years ago sent a member to sus-
tain the Government, had recently
reversed its policy, and by a majority
of 158 elected one of the most pro-
nounced opponents the Administration
had on that side of the House. Let
the First Minister turn his attention to
Two Mountains, and he would find
that where he had a member elected by
acclamation two years ago, one short
year ago his candidate was defeated
by a majority of 127. The hon. gen-
tieman who now filled this seat had
been bitterly assailed in the House,
and taken at a disadvantage; but was
he returned by a paltry majority ?
No,-but through the united support
of every man of every stripe of politics
in the-country. le (Mr. Tupper)
knew nothing cf the matter to which
allusion had been made in the House;
but if the hon. gentleman required a
character, this election by acclamation,
under sucli cii cumstances, was suf-
fibient for the purpose. Again, in the
city of London a maiority of 61 in
favour of the Government had at the
first opportunity, after a fair and
generous trial had been given tLe

lHon. Mr. TUPPER.

Administration, been turned into a
majority of 128 against them. Then if
the First Minister went to Bellechasse,
where he had a majority of 581 two
years ago, he would see that a majority
of 255 had been recently registered
against him. In South Huron a ia-
jority of 84 of two years ago had
dwindled into insignificance, ançt
a gentleman who had for many
years borne the banner ofConserva-
tism in the county and fought in the
Conservative interest, had not only
rescued it out of the hands of his poli-
tical opponents, but come to the Hlouse
elected by acclamation. In Chambly
county, a majority of 104 in favour of
the Government two years ago, had
been turned in favour of his hon. friend
behind him, this county's able repre-
sentative, to :50 against it ; in East
Toronto 130 of a majority for a sup-
porter of the Governnent, on the
earliest occasion which presented
itself, had been changed to a majorify
of 414 against it. li Dorchester,
where after an extremely violent
contest two years ago, his hon. friend
behind him had been returned by a
poor 21, this hon. gentleman had
recently been borne back triumphantly
into the halls of the Legislature by a
majority which was swelled to 466.
la West Toronto a majority of 240 two
years ago in favor of the Administra-
tion had been turned to a majority of
352 against it; in Charlevoix, a strong
hold of the Government, which was
supposed to be a Mini terial close-pocket
boroughs, the candidate who had 276
Of a majority only two years ago, had
been defeated by his former able
colleague, now at his side, the Opposi-
tion candidate, with the handsome
majority of 211. He (Mr. Tupper)
would say as little of North Renfrew
as possible. Although it was carried by
the Opposition candidate, his hon.
friend had had his revenge. He (Mr.
Tupper) had been there pitted against
a gentleman whose physique was so
incomparably greater than his own,
weak as the hon. gentleman's cause
was, that he had never recovered
from the result of that three days duel;
and in this county a majority of 48 for
the Government of the day a year ago
had been turned into a majority of 242
for the present member.

(COMMONS.) Supply.



Supply. 673

What of Centre Toronto? Did the
hon. gentleman think it a triumph to
have this constituency represented as
it was to-day, and whose place had
the hon. member taken ? If there
had been a man in the House ready to
.accept any statement which the
Government miglt make, or back any
policy which it might propound, that
man was Mr. Wilkes, who whether in
or out of the House was prepared to
do the work, which wias not always of
the most cieditable nature, the Ad-
ninistration had for him to porform.

An hon. gentleman-Hear! hear!

Hon. Mr. TUPPER would also re-
peat, "HIear, hear," for he was rejoiced
to know that what made it impossible
for Mr. Wilkes to show his face on the
hustings of his constituency, when lie
was condemned to meet the electors
again, was the manner in which he had
acted as Chairman of the Committee,
tyrannizing over the present represen-
tative for South Norfolk, one of the
nost respected members of the House.
If on this floor a majority could not bc
found to condemn that proceeding, ho
was proud to be assured of the fact
that in such a great constituency as
Toronto Centre this conduct had been
visited with condign punishment.

Who came in Mr. Wilkes' stead?
One of the most outspoken opponents
that the Government had encountered
in connection with the most important
question of the Brown-Washington
Treaty. If there was any one who de-
served well of his country it was he who,
when the interests of Canada were about
to be sacrificed by the Government, had
the independence to come forward,
and apart from all political ties, de-
clare that he was an open and
unflinching foe of such a policy. That
gentleman had said that the Adminis-
tration endeavoured to inflict on
the country a treaty which would have
been utterlyruinous and disastrous to
it; and he (Mr. Tupper) was rejoiced
to find such a change made in the
representation of this constituency.

What should they say of Hamilton ?
Elections had taken place in that city,
and he asked the sitting members if
they would have obtained their seats
and a re-endorsation at the hands of
the electors, if they had proclaimed

49

the doctrines which the Finance Min-
ister had recently announced. They
would reply: "No !" There was not
a person in this country who did not
know that these hon. gentlemen wore
elected, not in support of the policy
propounded by the Globe in Toronto,
or the Jferald in Montreal, but the con-
trary, whatever might have been their
personal predilections or prejudices.

Then there was Lincoln, and was
its representative elected through his
endorsation of such a policy as the
Government had announced. He (Mr.
Tupper) felt almost sorry to accept
the support of this hon. gentleman
who, owng to his patriotism, was
obliged to tender reluctantly his vote
iii opposition to the Ministry, because
when listening to the hon. gentleman
he perceived that his political
attachments were so strong that
that it was almost breaking lis heart
to give the Opposition the slightest
support. What occasioned this action
on the hon,. gentleman's part ? Why,
he knîew that as an hionet represen-
tative of Linîcoln ho must vote against
the Government on this important
question-the most important indeed
that could ever be submitted to the
bouse: and the hon. gentleman knew
that in vindication of what he believed
to be the true interests of Canada, he
was obliged to turu his back on those
who sat on the Treasury Benches.

Then he came to West Montreal.
The Premier, to beat Mr. White, had
brought out an old supporter of Sir
John A. Macdonald, who, while in Par.
liament, had for years voted against
the hon. gentlemen opposite, and on
the hustings declared himself opposed
to the fiscal policy of the present Gov-
ernment. Though a Ministerial can-
didate, ho advocated a reciprocal tariff
and was opposed to the (overnment
on the tea daties and the Pacifie Rail-
way policy. The battle was close, and
even with this candidate, who pledged
himself to vote against the Government
on every important part of their
policy, he was able to secure a major-
ity of only 50 in a constituency which
they had carried but two years before
by 594 majority. These were evi-
dences that hopeless as it might be to
endeavour to grapple with the stolid
indifference of men who thought their
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whole duty was to sustain the Govern-
ment in doing one thing to day and
another to-morrow, the Opposition
could look beyond them to the intelli-
gent and less confiding people of Cana-
da, who by such verdicts had shown
they only required an opportunity to
complete the victory, which would bc
decisive when the people were pet-
mitted to speak. The man was blind
who with those faets before him could
not sec standing out on the living page
*of our country's history, like the hand-
writing on the wali, the fact that these
gentlemen had been tried in the bal-
ance and found wanting. The man
must be deaf who could not hear the
funeral knell of this Governruent which
was pe iling throughout the land, and
the voice which was calling to the
Ministry, ' get you gone and let better
men take your places!"

Hon. -Mr. MACKENZE said he had
listened with some amusement to the
torrent of vituperation which the hon.
gentleman had launched against the
Ministry. Not that it was unusual -
but nothing could more effectually
prove the utter weakness of the hon.
gentleman's cause than the necessity
which he found for levelling such
charges, and assuming knowledge
which he did not and could not possess.
He had chosen to charge the Govern-
ment again, and the Finance Minister
particularly, with having not only
contemplated and prepared a new
tariff to be brought before the House,
but even having it printed at the time.
The declaration which had been made
the other night that no such tariff had
been prepared or announced should
have been sufficient to prevent the hon.
gentleman froi indulgiig in such
senseless tales, but nothing was too
extravagant to say, and nothing too
inaccurate for himu to re-assert. He
had stated that in 1874-5 the Govern-
ment asked for $5,000,000 more for
public service of the country than was
asked for in 1873-4. It was possible
more money was voted, but it was on
capital account. The expenditure of
1873-4 was altogether $23,316,316.
For that expenditure the late Govern-
ment were responsible, because their
successors were bound by the estimates
of the carrent year, and had to
make their estimates accordingly.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

The exp nditure in 1874-5 was $23,-
771,864, and of this sun there were
four entirely new items amounting to.
$538,702, besides many minor items, in
consequence of a new Province coming
in. Deducting this amount, the entire
expenditure was $23,232,000, or $93,00»
less in the first year of the new Govern-
ment than in the year preceding it.
The estinates for this year were $24,-
833,000, which embraced new items
which had not at all to be provided for
by the late Government, to the amount
of $800,00, leaving the expenditure for
the current year $4,000,000. This
would show the extremue inac-uracy of
the hon. gentleman's figures, but he
was also astray in the rmilitia estimates.
The entire militia expenditure for the
ensuing year was $649,000, while the
smallest estimate of the hon. gentlemen
opposite was $880,000, showing a reduc-
tion of $240,000 this yeAr.

The hon. member for Cumberland
had brought his power to bear, not in
favour of protection so much as to dis-
credit the Government. They did not
object to his attack upon their action
or criticisms of their policy, but they
did object to his claimîng they had
no regard for the public interest.
He had such regard for the public in-
terest that he might have been on the
Treasury Benches long before he reach-
ed then, but he would never stoop to
the means adopted by hon. gentlemen
opposite to gain power, or retain his
hold upon the Government.

The hon. inember for Cumberland,
speaking of the member for Montreal
West, endeavoured to show he was op-
posed to the general policy of the Gov-
ernment ; but this was only a proof
that no man of respectability would
support hon. gentlemen opposite. He
(Mr. Tupper) had read over a list of
elections that bad taken place since
last Session, to show that the Opposi-
tion had carried nine elections, and the
Government only three. That was
very easily accounted for. The wave
of popular indignation which swept
the late Government out of power un-
doubtedly gave the Liberal Party more
than their normal strength in" the
country. It was not a matter of sur-
prise, therefore, that there should be
some changes during the recess.

The hon. gentleman said a few
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nights ago that the Government had.
blindly adopted their predecessors'
tariff, and had not the originality to
construet a tariff of their own. They
took the tariff of the hon. gentlemen,
but now the hon. member for Cumber-
land said it was ruining the country.
He would ask them to imagine the
intellectual capacity of the men who
could conceive that the truc way to
alleviate commercial distress was the
imposition of new taxes. That was
the most extraordinary remedy for
commercial distress that could be
imagined. He was surprised the hon.
gentleman declared that his resolution
meant nothing, but it was only follow-
ing out the logical sequence of ail his
speeches. Ue did not remember that
when in 1874 they imposed an addi-
tional percentage on some classes of
goods they were charged with in-
troducing the thin edge of protection.
The hon. gentleman was then a
Free Trader, and riding a free trade
hobby, but now that the Government
was not disposed to impose any new
taxation he took an entirely different
ground. The hon. gentleman charged
him with having in his (Mr. Mac-
kenzie's) speeches advocated incidental
protection. He denied that he had
ever been an advocate of protection,
but ie had stated frankly and openly
thathe was a Free Trader in principle.
le had stated that the geographical
position of the country and other con-
ditions made it impossible to obtain the
revenue .required in any other way
than by customs and exei-e duties.
This would bc the principal item from
whieh the revenue would be drawa so
long as the neighbouring republic con-
tinued the policy they at present
adopted, and the burden should bc dis-
tributed so as to confer the greatest
amount of benefit on all classes. The
hon. gentleman himself predictel that
th-e financial cloud in the United
States would overshadow a portion of
this country. They knew that com-
mercial crises cane every teri or
twelve ear's with the utrmost certaint ,
and they lad had an extravagant Gov-
cramen t in power for mIany Vears. w-ho
had in the most wanton wav increased
tie expenditure of the country. Thev
s'ddled the Dominion with $Ïo,000.00d
or $12 ,000,00J debt for the purpose of
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securing' dnancial support. They im-
posed on the country thie enormous
burden of the construction of the trans-
continental railway, and in view of
these facts it became the duty of the
Finance Minister to mn ake preparations
to meet the expenditure the former
Government had pledged the country
to, and to meet the coming cloud which
was certain, sooner or later, to cover our
country as it had covered other
countries before. The hon. gentleman
stated, with the greatest possible cool-
ness,that the effect of the imposi Lion by
the lateGovernmnent of 5J per cent. duty
on coal was to reduce the duty on
coal going into the United States. le
(Mr. Mackenzie) had a great opinion
of this country ; he believed we- were
a great people, and he believed we
would be a greater people. But if the
hon. gentleman suceeeded in naking
the United States reduce their duty on
coal, lie would admit the hon. gentle-
man was a grreater nian thari he
thought he was, and that we were a
greater people than he thougiht we
were.

lon. Mr. TUPPEI-Will lie lion.
gentleman allow me to state the facts ?

lion. Mr. MACKENZE-I thought
the hon. gentleman lad stated the facts
as he has not I will state them myself

lon. Mr. TUPPER said it was. snp-
posed that the Committee of Ways and
Means in Wa-shingtoi reduced the itiy
on coal, but as soon as the Cnadian
Budget Speech was made they put it
on agan.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
the duty in Canada was inpoed in
1871, and the reduetion of the Lnited
States' tariff was not made nuitil 1872.
The hon. gentleman said a retaliatory
pliey would meet the case.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-No!

Hon. âfr. MACKENZIE said ie was
glad then to hear the hon. gentleman
repudiated the sentiments of so many
of the hon. gentlemen about him.

The hon. gentleman declared in fa-
vour of reciprocity of tarir, which
meant that we should impose on Aine-
rican goods precisely the sane duties
that our neigh bours levied on our own.
This was in the worst sense, a retali-
atory policy, a rnot stupid course to
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recommend. Independent of all rules
of trade, and of all knowledge of com-
merce and business, the hon. gentle-
man urged the adoption of the United
States tariff, whether it would be suit-
able to us or not.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-I do not.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Then the
hon. gentleman does not want recipro-
,city of tariffs.

lon. Mi. TUPPEl--I do.
lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That is

certainly then what it means.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-No !
lon. Mr. MACKENZIE - The lion.

gentleman had made a speech, which
he had delivered on several occasions,
and launched very strong and vigorous
language at the Administration, de-
picting in glowing terms the chances
of his own return to power,and the bless-
ings this would bring to himselfand the
country. His hon. friend had also at-
tempted to paint the distress which at
present prevailed,and induce the louse
and country to believe that this state
of things was to be attributed to the
Government, on account of the tariff
which they had adopted in 187-. and
of the tarif which they had not imposed
in 1876.

le thought the hon. gentleman
could not for a moment doubt that the
effect produced upon the country by
the commercial disasters which had
overtaken it, was simply what might
always be expected when a time
like the present came round in
its usual way. The hon. gentleman
must know, if he had looked back over
our history, that the worst commercial
crisis that ever took place in Canada
occurred during the years 1856-7 and
8; also that his present leader was
then the leader of the Conservative
party, which came into power in 1854,
when prosperity was enjoyed by the
farmer and mechanic to such an extent
as had not existed for years past ; for
he remombered then the Ontario agri-
culturist obtained $2 per bushel for his
wheat; when wages were higher than
they now were; and when a great tide
of prosperity rolled over the country.
Yet two years afterwards the shadow
of commercial distress overspread
farmers, mechanics, and merchants,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

distress, such as had not since
been experienced, and as he hoped
would never again be witnessed in this
country. The hon. gentleman still
spoke of the distress which at present
prevailed as something extremely la-
mentable, causing his heart to bleed;
and of the heartlessness of the Minis-
try, which would not raise an arm
in order to avert any portion of the
calamity from our suffering people.
He (Mr. Mackenzie) believed that the
suffering was confined to a very small
section indeed. le could point to
men who, six or eight years ago, were
worth only from $10,000 to $20,000,
and who by manufacturing to-day pos-
sessed fortunes of nearly half a million.
Large sums had been made by the
manufacturers. He did not grudge them
what their enterprise had brought
them, but everyone knew that their
fortunes came out of the pockets of the
people, and when a crisis like the
pre*nt came, these men must in com-
mon with all classes mako up their
minds that the high tide of prosperity
which they had enjoyed for a time
was not likely to last forever, but
that there must be periods of distress
for manufacturers and their employés,as
well as periods of comparative famine
for the farmers and the classes depen-
dent upon them.

The hon. gentleman and the mem-
ber for Kingston--who was not present
-had ventured the remark that
instead of helping the country in its
needs, and instead of sympathiz-
ing with the distressed classes,
such as the manufacturers and their
worknen, the Government alnost
ridiculed them, treating their represen-
tations with contempt. He could only
say that nothing of the kind was fair
or just; the comments were quite the
opposite to true; he never ridiculed,
and no hon. gentlemen on the Treasury
Benches had ever ridiculed any sec-
tion of the population. They were
bound to receive, as they did, all the
representations of manufacturers and
merchants with the utmost possible
patience; and lie need not say that if
the Government had been convinced
that the interest of the country re-
quired such a revision of the tariff as
had been recommended, and as many
of the deputations asked, they would
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not have hesitated for one moment to
incur the displeasure of hon. gentle-
men opposite by making the change
in the tariff which they required.
They represented not only the manu-
facturing and commercial classes, but
the whole country, upon which they
were bound to consider what the effeet
of such a policy would be; and it was
necessarv for them to act in the in-
terests of the great bulk of the people.
This course they had pursued. The hon.
gentleman might say that they were
not honest in their motives; that they
were actuated simply by the desire of
'retaining office; and that it would
have pleased the great majority of the
House and the great mass of the
people had they adopted a different
policy. But they surely were as able
to comprehend the feeling of the House
and country as was the hon. gentleman;
and they would, moreover, be devoid
of principle if they took a different
course, nerely in order to give their
Administration greater strength. The
very fact-if it was such-that they
had displeased the majority of the
House and country by their action,
showed that they nust hold their
offices but lightly, risking them for
the sake of carrying out what they
deemed was for the best interests
of the country. lie feared, however,
that the hon. gentleman was assailing
the views of the great majority of the
members of the House and the people
of the couutry. The concluding re-
marks of the hon. gentleman ail led
up to one point-the restoration of the
hon. gentlemen opposite to p6wer; but
if they had no other or better
ieans of obtaining this object, than the

policy at present pursued, le thought it
would be long indeed before hon. gentle-
men opposite would be entrusted with
the destinies of the country. The hon.
gentleman said that he, for one, would
be prepared to discriminate in favour of
England in our tariff arrangements. le
would like to see the hon. gentleman
carrying out such a policy; what would
the result be? The hon. gentleman
desired the Government to impose a
duty on coal, but would he discrimi-
nate in favour of English coal ? Would
the hon. gentleman answer that ques-
tion ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-No!

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman said no. Then the hon.
gentleman would oniy discriminate
where it suited him ; the hon. gentle-
man wished to conciliate public feeling
in England, and this was a very cheap
way of doing it. Although in favour of
proceeding against the well understood
policy of the Empire, his hon. friend
was nevertheless to discriminate
in favour of English merchants and
inanufacturers, and now he wanted the
Gt-overnment to impose a duty on Eng-
lish coal. le was afraid that when he
came to particularize they would find
there xere very few articles in connee-
tion with which they would be able to
carry out the policy the lion. gentle-
man pretended to favour.

He had to deal with another point,
and he would then leave the matter in
the hands of the louse. The right lion.
member for Kingston had accused
him with neglecting and stopping pub-
lic works; he ad asked what this
meant, andl he had obtained no reply.
Ho repeated his enquiry, for at no
period in the history of Canada had
there been so many public works
carried forward as were at present
under contract, and yet got no answer.

The expenditure of public mnie
upon these works was greater and
would be greater during this year than
next, or than it was lilely to bc for
years to come, so there vas no ground
for that charge. The Finance Minis-
ter had raised the last loan for the
specirie pirpose of taking care that
our public works should bc proceeled
with, and every effort was being iade
to push forward the works which werc
co)ntenplated in the general scheme
of canal iinprovemcnts. The hon.
gentleman charged the Government
with imposing a very high duty on
petroleumn oil. The Giovernment made
no change in the tariff; they never
touclied the duty upon petroleum in anv
way whatever, and if the extraordinary
reduction of price in the United
States had made it possible to intro-
duce the oil of that country at a lower
figure to compete with Canadian oil, the
hon. gentleman should have foreseen
it. The hon. gentleman on the one
hand had clamoured for protection on
certain articles, and on the other hand
for the removal of protection where it
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existed. -He proposed to deal with the
one point the resolution was intended
to effect. The hon. gentleman hoped
to make the farmers believe that he
was specially their friend, and this re-
solution was intended to convey to the
farmers the impression that alth-mgh
t he Opposition were in favour of giving
some special protection to manufac-
turers, they were also willing to give
the same protection to the farmers.
But he maintained, and his hon. friends
who had spoken on that side had proven
that it was out of the power of this
louse to give any protection to the
farmers; that it was an utter delusiow
to pretend that such could be given, be-
cause of most coarse grains we import
none, and the one we did import the
hon member for North Wentworth had
shown it was of great consequence to
the farmers not to protect, but to
obtain as low a price as possible. The
Americans could grow corn cheaper
than we could hope to do, and our far-
mers could sell their barley at higher
rates than they could purchase corn.
The idea that people could make money
by being prevented from engaging in
this sort of traffie was an utter delusion.
The bon. gentleman seemed to think
that it was part of the duty of this
Legislature to prevent people from
buying and selling where they could
make mon ey. If they should adopt the
policy which the right hon. member
for Kingston proposed, they would
simply exclude foreign goods from the
country and compel the people to trade
with each other, and we would lose our
foreign commerce. The hon. gentle-
man spoke about lowering his tariff as
being a step backward, but to reimpose
these duties would really be a step
backwards in civilization. When the
attempt was made to impress
the belief upon our farmers that they
would benefit by such legislation, he
mistook their spirit, intelligence and
political knowtedge if he imagined
that they were to be caught with such
chaff. The views of the majority had
been tolerably weil explained, and all
that had been said on the opposite side
went to show their willingness to take
advantage of any occasion to give a
little temporary embarrassment to the
Administration. The concluding re-
marks of the hon. gentleman opposite,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

and of the leader of the Opposition, who
moved this resolution, showed conclu-
sively what was the real motive that
guided them in proposing it, and ho
could only hope the verdict of the
House would be so unmistakable on this
as it was on the other motion that they
would soon perceive that takirig up so
much time in the House in discussinz
a question of this kind was only losing
time. He believed the intelligence
of the House and of the country
was abundantly suffleient to detect
the sophistries and poor arguments
that had been advanced by the gentlet,
men who opposed the Administration.

Mr. CASEY said it was apparent to
everyone this amendment was nothing
but a bid to catch the agricultural vote.
The right hon. member for Kingston,
in his speech had remarked that wo
should place our farmers on a level
with those of the United States. This
was something which he (Mr. Casey)
did not desire to see, because our far-
mers were ahead of their rivals. If
the policy of the Opposition were car-
ried into effect it would make Canada
a dear country to live in, and that
would not be acceptable t. the farmers.
It had been held that a-protective duty
would facilitate the interchange of our
flour for the coal of the Maritime
Provinces. It was true if a sufficiently
high tariff were imposed this could be
done, but it would increase the cost of
both articles to the consumer. The
average value of coal exported from
Nova Sceotia to the United States in 1875
was $2.33. The cost of bringing it to
Toronto would be about $4.50 per ton,
which would make the price delivered
say $7 per ton, while the average cost
of United States coal imported into
Ontario was $5. The duty required to
force Ontario to use Nova Scotia coal
would have to be $2 per ton. Ontario
consumes say 400,000 tons, and the in-
creased cost to the people would be
$800,000. The right hon. member for
Kingston advocated reciprocity in
trade or in tariffs, which meant that
because the Americans shut themselves
out from buying in the cheapest mar-
ket we should do likewise.

The adoption of a retaliatory policy
virtually meant the closing of our
markets for the Americans; and not-
witlstanding what had been said in
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support of the amendment, he did not
know a single farmer who was in favour
of the so called national policy. He
hoped that the policy of the Govern-
ment would be supported.

Mr. DECOSMOS believed that he
was the only member of the House,
.and possibly the only parliamentary
representative in the Dominion, who
had resigned bis seat in order to test
the sense of his constituency on the
question of protection ; and he had
been successful. The entire country
was interested in the matter at issue.
The leader of the Opposition had pro-
nouneed in favor of protection ; and
the leader of the Govern nent had
declared in Javor of free-t rade. -He
was opposed to a policy discriminating
against the United States and in favour
of England, unless Great Britain was
prepared to use our timber and corn
instead of obtaining its supplies of these
articles from other countries. This
was not a question to be considered as
affecting the interests of the Ministry,
but those of the Dominion. When Bri-
tishCol umbia entered the Confederation
its tariff was well calculated to foster
its industries; but the Dominion tariff
had proved to be unsuitable with regard
to thoir agricultural interests, on
behalf of whicb he favoi ed protection.
If the Government were wise, taking
-a statesmanlike view of the great
country they controlled, they would
give to each section what was best
adapted for creating wealth within it.
Ail they asked was protection against
the large farming interests of Califor-
nia and Oregon, and for such a pro-
portionate reduction in articles of
importation froin foreign countries as
would benefit the country. The First
Minister should promote home in pre-
ference to foreign industries. The hon.
gentleman bad spoken of a five million
deficit, but this would not b of great
cansequence if 5,000 people were in-
duced to settle in British Columbia,
who would earn $5,000 each at the gold
mines. Any respectable government
in this country could obtain enough
mtoney to construct a railway from
Montreal, if necessary, or from Mata-
wan to Victoria within the »next ten
years without oppressing any of the
inhabitants of old or new Canada. The
,Government could ask Great Britain

ta guarantee a loan of fifty millions at
two and a-half per cent. They had
hoarded up some fifteen millions of
dollars, of which twelve and a-half
millions were, he believed, guaranteed
for the Pacifie Railway, and one and
a-half millions for fortifications. The
Administration substantially refused
to carry out the terms to which they
agreed with regard to the building
of this railway, for which, if
fifty millions were loaned for the
purpose, the balance of twenty-five
millions could be realized by the sale
of lands, by wbich mneans the
interest, sinking fund, &c., could
be met. le sincerely hoped that we
would nevei attenpt to threaten the
United States ; but he still trusted that
the Government would iot allow the
industries of this country to be
crippled for fear of levying such duties
on American imports as would pro-
tect our manufacturing interests. He
did not think it was wise to talk
of retaliation. The hon. First
Minister remarked that the expen-
diture this year would be greater
than for many years to cone.
He was very sorry to hear sudh a re-
mark fom the Premier. le Lad sup-
posed the truc policy of a country in
time of depression was to augment
public works and carry themu bn, and
by these means employ the population
until times became prosperous. There-
fore, be held it to be the duty of this
Governmment, instead of curtailing ex-
penditure, to increase it and make Pro.
vision for those who were suffering for
want of employment. He believed that
the farmers should be afforded such pro-
tection east of the Rocky Mountains as
would enable thom to provide
the flour ont of whicl to inake bread
for the people of the Maritinie Pro-
vinces, and that in return we should
impose a duty upon coal upon this
side of* the Rocky Mountains as would
cause the people of Ontario and Que bec
to be supplied from Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. He believed in
building up a home trade ; and as an
instance of its beneficial effects pointed
to the wonderful recuperative powers
of France, after the war with Germany,
in consequence of being self.supporting.
San Francisco exported last year
$31,000,00 worth of American pro-
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ducts to the markets on the shores of
the Pacifie, and imported $35,000,000
from abroad-nearly one-half the im-
ports of the Dominion of Canada that
had a population of 4,000,000, while
the state of California had only 600,000.
If our great Canadian Pacific Railway
were constructed the products of our
manufactories in the east would be
carried into the markets on the Pacifie,
and compete with the exports of Cali-
fornia. His constituency was princi
pally in favour of protection to
agricultural industries and the foster-
ing of home manufactures. They did
nfot ask for any prohibitory tariff ; they
did not ask for a tariff to enourage the
growth of silk worms,or to bring into ex
istence industries that our people had
not thought of. All they asked was
that as new industries arose in this
country, ' e should impose a tariff
to protect and foster these industries,
and ho believed the same principle
would apply to the east as well as the
west side of the Rocky Mountains.
British Columbia stock raisers suffered
severely froin the low ad valorern duty
at present imposed upon stock. They
would prefer to see $5, $G or $7 a head
on cattle; $10 on- horses ; and $1 or
$2 on sheep. The late Administration
refused to give a separate and modified
tariff to British Columbia; that was
due to some extent to the Local Legis-
lature not ha;ing forrnally asked
them to do so.. le had asked the pre-
sent Finance Minister if such a thing
would be done for British Columbia,
but up to the present moment ho had
received no satisfactory reply. He
intended to vote for the amendment of
the right hon. member foiKingston;
he did not care whether it was a cen-
sure of the Government or not, he
voted for it on the principle that he
believed in protection for every native
industry of the Dominion.

Mr. McKAY (Cape Breton) said it
vould seem from the motion of the right

hon. gentleman from Kingston and his
speeches that ho had in his hands the
care of the manufacturing and agricul-
tural interests of the country, but ho had
overlooked entirely the coal mining
interest. When ho heard the hon.
member for Cumberland speak it
seemed to him that the resolution was
more mixed. The hon. member did not

Mr. DECOSMOS.

go in for a retaliatory policy; ho did
not go-in for a reciprocal tariff, and ho
would like to know what ho did go in
for. He did not feel inclined to sup
port such an amendment as the hon.
gentleman had brought in, unless it
was going to be of some benefit to the
coal interests of his Province. Sup-
posing the hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the louse were to assume
the reins of power, what guarantee had
the members from the Maritime Provin-
ces that they would impose a duty on
coal imported from the United States.
By voting for this resolution he would
be voting to impose an additional tax on
the head of the people of Nova Scotia.
He very much pretrred to have the
tariff remain as it was, at 17- per cent.,
than there should be such a change in
it as would only protect man-ufacturing
industries and agriculture. If they
could not protect all, the most advis-
able course to pursue ' as to leave the
tariff as it was. It was very much
botter to

" Endure the ills we have
Than fly to others that we know not of."

Mr. McCALLUiM considered they
were not legislating in this House for
the presentday, but for the future, and
for that reason they should endeavour to
foster and build up the industries ofthe
Dominion. He believed in protection
that would encourage manufactures,
furnish the people with employment
and build up a home market for Cana-
Canadian produce. An hon. gentleman
argued that it would require a tax on
American coal equal to the freight on
Nova Scotia coal to force it up to Onta-
rio. Any man who was engaged in te
commerce of the country knew ve y
well that the principal freight wa-
from the West to the East, and that
freights from the East to the West
were veiy cheap. If a trade were es-
tablished between Ontario and the
Lower Provinces they could bring up
Nova Scotia coal as far as Toronto and
it would not cost more than 50 cents
per ton more than American coal.

Mr. KIRK said he did not intend at
this late hour of the night, to detairn the
House but for a few minutes. This
question has been before the House two
or three days, and bas been ably dis-
cussed from every stand-point, and
there was now nothing new to say.
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There was a principle laid down by an
hon. member on the other side of the
House, which is: "To legislate injuri-
" ously to any portion of this Dominion
"injuriously affects the whole Domin-
"ion." With this principle he entirely
agreed, and it is because he agreed with
it that he eould not vote for the resolu-
tion of the right hon. member for King-
ston, now under discussion. There is an
epoch in the history of our country
anterior to which hon. members are
sometimes wont to look ; and when we
look beyond the time when Confedera-
tion took place, in the history of Nova
Scotia, we find that up to as late as 1854
we had in that Province a tariff of but
6± per cent., a purely freo trade and re-
venue tariff. After our railroad system
commenced the tariff was increased to
10 per cent., and never in the history
of the country was it higher than 12h-
per cent. Revenue under the 12½ per
cent. tariff, flowed into the treasury so
rapidly that the Government of the
day reduced it to 10 per cent. in one
year, at which it remained till Confed-
eration. It would be remembered,
that Canada at that time had a 20 per
cent. tariff. Now hon. inembers will
not have forgotten the deep strong
feeling which existed in Nova Scotia
against Confederating with Canada.
There were two principal causes for this
bitter feeling of hostilily. The first was
the hon menber for Cumberland and
those associated with him in promoting
the scheme, refused to submit the
question to the people at the polls,
forced Confederation on us, and treated
us as serfs, and not as free mon enjoying
a free constitution. The second was,
the fear that the 20 per cent. protectioun
tariff which then existed in Canada
would be forced upon us in
Nova Scotia. There need be no botter
arguments to prove that our people in
Nova Scotia were thon a free-trade
people, and he was bold in stating that
their minds have not since ehanged in
that respect. He well remembered
how eloquently the hon. member for
Cumberland and his associates expa-
tiated on the bright, the glorious
future that was in store for Nova
Seotia, and whieh was to commence
immediately on the consummation of
Confederation. We were to have
millis and manufactures on every

stream ; we were to have the capital-
ists and manufacturers of Ontario and
Quebec coming down and establishing
their manufactures in every town and
village in the Province. The sound
of the pinmaul and hammer, and the
whiz of machinery were to disturb the
slumbers of the sleepy villagers; there
was to be nothing Lut prosperity and
no hard times. Where are the
promised manufactories that removed
to Nova Scotia? Instend of this being
the case, what are the facts ? We
have the hon. member for Cunmlerland
coming before this House and asking
hon. mnembers to enact a law t>
force the people of Nova Scotia to,
pay taxes to support those strug-
gling manufacturers in Ontario and
Quebee. It was said that the reso-
lution of the right hon. member for
Kingston may mean free-trade, or it
may mean protection. When we take it
in connection with the speech of the
right hon. gentleman in putting the
resolution to the House, with the
speech of the hon. member for Cum-
berland, who seconded the resolution,
and in connection with speeches of
hon. gentlemen opposite supporting it;
and taken also in connection with
the vote given by these hon.
gentlemen on the resolution submit-
ted to the House by the hon. member
for Montreal West, it can men nothing
else but protection, which means
taxation--additional taxation. I t is
said in support of the right honourable
member's resolution that the agricul-
turists want protection. On looking
at the Tariffwe find the agriculturist is
already pretty well protected. There
is a duty of 10 per cent on hay, straw
and leans, on animals of aill kinds
except for the improvement of stock, a
duty of 10 per cent on vegetables,
including potatoes and other roots.
There is also a duty on the produets of
the dairy, on butter 4 cents per pound;
or a duty equal to 25 per cent, and on
cheese 3 cents per pound, or a duty
equal to 30 per cent., and a duty equal
to 10 per cent. on lard, tallow and so on
-Now, we fnd on looking at tie
tra3e returns that these duties have
been pretty effectual in keeping out
foreign produets. We find that of horses
there were imported in 1875, but 1,225
whilst there were exported 4,382 and
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4,130 of which went to the United
States. Therewereimportedofhorned
cattle 4,580, whilst we exported 38,968
-34,651 of which went to the United
States. Of sheep Canada imported
8,690, and exported 242,458, of which
236,808 went to the United States. Of
butter Canada imported but 221,966
pounds. She imported 9,268,044-6,579,-
405 pounds of which went to the Un ited
States; and of eggs Canada imp)ortle
35,637 dozen, and exported 3,521,068,
of which 3,424,850 dozen went to the
United States.

These figures show that the balance
of trade in these products of the farm
was largely against the Eastern States
and in favour of Canada. The
Maritime Provinces have been ap-
pealed to in this debate to come up
and support a protection policy as one in
'their interest. Now the interest
of tho Maritime Provinces are varied
and important. He spoke more particu-
larly for Nova Seotia as he had the
honour to represent, however un-
worthily, a constituency in that Pro-
vince. We have agriculture, fishing,
mining, ship-building, and lumbering,
not one of which can in any way be
benefited by a protection policy. Higl
tariffs as has been so often and so ably
explained during this debate, mean
high labour, dear food, a higher price
for everything that enters into the
consumption and production of al[ their
industries. The agriculturists of Nova
Scotia want no protection. They have
no competition from the United States
for any of their productions. Wheat in
Nova Scotia is not grown to any extent,
and consequently the farmer inust of
necessity procure his flour from abroad,
and if a duty is placed on flour as con-
templated by theresolution, it will be a
tax on the Nova Scotia farmers. Nova
Scotia imports annually about 400,000
barrels of flour. A duty of 25 cents per
barrel on this article would make a tax
of $100,000 on the people of Nova
Scotia. During this discussion, we have
heard but little about the fishermen of
the Dominior, a most important
branch of industry-- except that some
hon. gentleman from the other side of
the house has said, "that much had
been done for that class, and it ought
now to bear a tax on flour and meal
for the benefit of the farmer." What

Mr. KIRK.

has been donc for the fishermen ? It is,
said the market of the United States
had been opened up for the sale of
their fish.

There was exported from Canada in
1875 $5,580,527 worth of fish, of which
$3,738,165 were exported from Nova
Scotia, of which only $892,010 went to
the United States. Now, this is what
has been done for the fishermen-
merely the right or privilege to sell
$892,010 worth of fish annually. But
what has the fishermen given for this
ptivilege, Sir? We have been told
that the l only lever we had to enforce
" this much desired Reciprocity freaty

with the United States had been
"given avay." Well, what was
that lever? Was it not the right to
tish in our waters, which has been
given away, a consideration for which
it is expected this Dominion will re-
ceive a large amount of money. This
money will bo paid to the treasury of
Canada, and the fishermen will see
none of it. Then, the fishermen
have paid dearly for the paltry privi-
loge of selling a few fish to the Ameri-
cans, and ho protested against this
House imposing a duty on their flour
and meal.

Now, a great deal has been said
about placing a duty on coal. He did
not believe that any duty this bouse
will submit to will be of any benetit to
the coal interests of Nova Scotia, and
for the same reason that he would vote
against a duty on flour and meal ho
would vote against a duty on coal, be-
cause it would be sectional. Whilst in
the case of flour and meal the tax would
fall on the Maritime Provinces; in
the case of coal it would fall on the
western Provinces. If the Govern-
ment desired to do anything to relieve
the coal interests lie would inform them
wherein he thought this can be done,
and done fairly to the whole Dominion.
The coal owners of Nova Scotia pay
now-and have paid since mining com-
m,enced in that Province-a duty to
th3 Local Government for revenue
purposes of 10 cents per ton ; this
amounts to a duty of 5 per cent. on all
the capital engaged in mining. He
thought it was a matter worthy of the
consideration of this Government, in
view of the fact that the Local Govern-
ment cannot afford to relinquish this
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tax, to arrange with that Government
in the wby of commuting the amount
which gives to the Local Government
a sum annually of about from $80,000
to $100,000, according to the amount
of coal raised. lie remembered
when the Finance Minister introduced
his tarif two years ago, the bon.
member for Cumberland violently
attacked the policy of the Government,
and said that it remained for an Ontario
Finance Minister to impose increased
taxes on the Maritime Provinces-that
he was entering the thin wedge of the

.Protectionist. He could only say it now
remained for a Nova Scotia representa-
tive to labour, industriously to drive
that wedge home.

M. HA<(AR said he waswell aware
it -s tine this debate should cease.
The question had been most ably and
exhaustively discussed, and a most
formidable array of figures and statis-
tics given to the House, to add to whieh,
he felt, would bu an infliction. lie
would therefore confine himself to a
few general reiarks.

When he read the amendment of
the rigiht hon. member for Kingston,
he was forciblv reminded of the ang-
ling proelivities of the right hon. mem-
ber. H1e was, it was well known, an
adept in the piscatory art, for he had
himself confessed that be had often
thrown his net and caught therein
many a fish-big as well as lit tle; and
now, not with bis accustomed skill, lie
had made another cast; once more
thrown bis net, baited it with prolee-
tion, and hoped thereby to draw with-
in or entangle in its meshes, no less a
prize than the farmers of this country.
But he (Mr. Hagar) imagined they
were too shrewd, too intelligent, and
to wary to be allured by such a bait ;
and unless it was changed for some-
thing more palatable, he would find
bis catch, not only small in size, but
few in numbers. lie (Mr. Hagar) de-
nied that the farmers of this Dominion
required increased protection, and had
yet to learn, that in any number they
had asked for it. He was himself a
farmer, and represented a farming
constituency, yet he knew of but one
farmer in his county who advocated
protection, and as it was understood
he had given the hon. member for
Centre Wellington the benefit of his

views upon the subject, they would
doubtless be embalmed in that report
which all were so anxiously expecting.
No one would question the magnitude
and importance of the farming and
lumbering interests of this' country,
and yet neither of these great indus-
tries had sent one single petition to this
House,or one deputation to the Govern-
ment, asking for increased protection,
not but that they felt the prevailing
hard times, not thnt they suffered from
the general depression (and he could
speak feelingly as well as truly when
lie said no interest suffered more keen-
ly or severely than the lumbering in-
terests), yet they did iot seek relief at
the expense of their neighbours. They
had not, like some smaller industries,
besieged the Government, which in
their way they would fain make pater-
nal by replenishing their pockets,
which perchance extravagance, mis-
managemen t or misfortune might have
depleted. Neither of these great iii-
dustries asked for increased protection,
but they would hail a Reciproeity
Treaty with our neiglibours across the
lines, if such a thing could be brought
about on a fair and equitable basis, as
the greatest boon that could bu con-
ferred upon them.

He did not desire to seem uncharit-
able, and be must confess it appeared
to him as if this whole agitation for a
protective tariff was conceived in
greed, begotten of selfishness, and
(with the exception of a small number
of honest visionaries who believed what
they practised, and that opposite class
who desired to make politlical capital
out of it) it was sustained and nourish-
ed by the few who desire to enrich
themselves at the expense of the many.
In these times of general depression,
which extend to other countries, not
perhaps more favourably situated, but
certainly wealthier than our own, when
trade languishes, when every interest,
suffer,-when capital is withdrawn,
because confidence is weakened, he
considered that unless it were abso-
lutely necessary for purposes ofrevenue
to meet our e6ngagements, it would be
worse than folly to increase the burden
of our taxation. The opinion of the
bon. member for Cumberland, to the
contrary, notwithstanding be believed
the course the (overnment had taken.
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upon this question-the policy of re-
trenchnent they had initiated-seek-
ing by a wise, prudent, and jndi-
cious economy to curtail expenses,
and to make our income square with
our expenditure would comiend itself
to, and meet with the hearty approval
of, the great majority of the people of
this country. This policy was in
accordance with that sound, true and
correct legislation, the great object and
aim of which was to confer " the
greatest good up-n the greatest
num ber."

Mir WIH LE (Rilenfrew) was under-
stood to say that he would not have
spoken at such a late hour after so
iany eloquent speeches that had been

delivered, but for the fact that he re-
presented here an important industry
whose interests had not been nuch dis-
cussed during the debate. H1e did not
be!ieve in protection as a principle of
political econmy, but he felt that the
large duties which the United States
imposed upon lumber and timber going
into that country, while large quanti-
ties of lumber and timber came fromn
Michigan to the Quebec market free,
was an unfair coipetition with the
Canadian lumberincn. le held in his
hands a letter which stated that con-
tracts had been made for tie deliverv
of deals in the Quebcec market, and he
felt that some measure of relief should
be afforded to the lumbermen of this
ciuntry from such competition. lHe had
heard it stated that the passage of the
Michigan lunber through the country
was a benefit to our carrying trade,
but he had not heard aiything advanc-
ed to justity the belief, that this luinber
was not carried in American bottons.
le believed that such an adjustment
of the tariff as was indicated in the
resolution before the House would
have the effect of bringing about re-
ciprocal trade relations with the Unit-
ed States rather than the continuance
of the slaughter policy which had been
so long adoptod, and had produced so
unsatisfactory a result. With reference
to the farming interests they were
identical with the interests of the
lumber trade. When one flourished the
other flourished and when one languish-
el so did the other. Believing as he
did that a proper adjustment of the

Mr. HAaAR.

tariff would benefit the country he
would support the resolutlon.

Mr. DEVLIN said it would require
two or three hours to go over the
points raised on this important ques-
tion. He gave the louse notice in
order that members might retire if
they chose; but if the House wished to
vote now he would reserve his speech
for another occasion.

The members were then called in, and
the House divided, when the resolut'on
was negatived on the following divi-
sion

YEAS :

Messieurs
Baby, McDonald (C. Breton)
Benoit, IcDàugall (T. Rivers)
Blanchet, McKay (Colchester)
Bowel.l, Macmllan,
Bunster, 1IcCallum,
Cameron (Cardwell) McGreevy,
Caron, Masson
Cimon, Mitchell,
Colby, Monteitn,
Costigan, Montplaisir,
C urrier, Nousseau,
Cuthbert, Norris,
Daoust, Orton,
DeCesmos, Ouimet,
Desjardins, Palmer,
Devlin, Pinsonneault,
Dewdney, Platt,
Donahue, Plumb,
Dugas, Pope,
Farrow, Rob:nson,
Ferguson, Robitaille,
Flesher, Rochester,
Fraser, Rouleau,
Gaudet, Schultze
Gui, Short,
Haggart, Stephenson,
Harwood, Triompsuu (Cariboo>
Ilarteau, Ttin
Irving, lace (Norfolk)
Jones (Leeds) White (Hastings)
Kirkpatrick, White (Renfrew)
Langevin, WJood,
Lauthier, Workman,
Little, Wright (Ottawa)
Macdonald (CorLwall)Wrigt (Ponatiac).-7o

N(s:

Appleby,
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
bartbe,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar.
Blackburn,
Blake,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Brouse,

Messieurs

Jones (Halifax)
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Laird,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
MacDonnell (Iverness)
Macdougall (Elgin)
McDougall (Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
MeGregor,
McIntyre,
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Buell
Burk,
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Cameron (Ontario)
Carmichael,
,Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cauchon,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Coffin,
Cook,
Coupal,
Cunningham,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
De St. Georges,
DeVeber,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmour,
Gordon,-
Goudge,
Greenway,
Hagar,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Horton,
Huntington,

McIsaac,
McLeod,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
M offat,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Pouliot,
Power,
Pozer,
Ray,
Richard,
Roscoe,
Ross (Durham)
Ross (Middlesex)
Ryan,
Rymal,
>catcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider,
Stirton,
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thompson(Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Tremain,
Trow,
Vail,
Yeo,
Young.-116.

PAIRS.
YEÂS: NAYS

Messieurs Messieurs
Cameron (Victoria) Ross (Prince Edward)
McQuade, Cockburn,
Brooks, Wallace (Albert)
Brown, Laflamme,
Macdonald (Sir John) Holton.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said le was
paired on Monday and Tuesday with
Sir John A. Macdonald, and under-
stood that the pair terminated with
the sitting last night. They both ex-
p ected that the vote would be taken
ast night, but some hon. gentlemen

seemed to understand that the pair
continued until the vote was taken.
llad it not been for that he would have
voted against the amendment with the
utmost alacrity.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the hon.
member for King's County (Dom-
ville) told him he paired with the hon.
member for South Waterloo, but he
observed the latter had voted on this
occasion.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said the pair ex-
pired at half-past seven this evening.

A pair was made for Mr. Charlton,
and that gentleman not having return-
ed, he and Mr. Domville iïould stand
against each other.

Mir. BROWN said he paired with
Mr. Laflamme for Friday night.

The Ilouse then went into Coin-
mittee of Supply-MIr. Scatcherd in the
Chair.

On the item for the Militia Depart-
ment, $35,151,

lion. Mr. MITCHELL suggested
there should be a reduction of expen-
diture at headquarters.

Mr. BOWELL pointed to an increase
in this item of about $4,000, which he
could not understand under this policy
of economy. Every salary, with the
exception of about three, had been in-
creased, and there had been additional
messen gers employed.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said those
inereases of salary were tatutary.

The item was passed and the Com-
mittee rose and reported progress.

The Ilouse adjourned at thirty-five
minutes past Two a.m.

IOUSE OF COMMONS.

TiiURSDAY, March 16, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three o'clock.

BILL INTRODUCED.

Mr. ROBINSON-To incorporate
the England and Canada Mortgage
Security Company.

THE JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE.

Mr. ROiS moved the adoption ofthe
fourth report of the Committee on
Printing. The last paragraph was a
recommendation to dispense with the
printing of the journals of the House,
by which a saving of $2,350 will be
effected. This was the system adopted
by the Senate.

The SPEAKER said this was stch
an important matter that time must be
given for due consideration of it.

After a brief Iiscussion the report,
with the exception of the last para-
graph, was adopted.

-Routine [MARCHI 16, 1876.]
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THE MEMBER FiR TWO M)UNTAINS.

Mr. TASCHEREAU moved that
the Journah of the House of Assembly
for the Province of Canada for the
Session of 1866, relating to the produe-
tión of certain papers, in the case of the
Queen vs. J. B. Daoust, be now read.
le proposed, if the motion should bo
carried,to refer the case with the papers
to the Committee on Privileges and
Elections.

Mr. DAOUST then read the follow-
ing statement:-

P>efore withdrawing from the House,
according to the practice, wlhen any
motion in which a member has a per-
sonal interest is under consider-ation, I
beg leave to make the following state-
ment:-In the month of March, 1865,
two indictments were found against me
for for'ging the name of my brother-
in-law to two notes, one for $500 and
the other for $'300. I knew that my
brother-in-law had authorized me to
place his naine on those notes, and
that a witness was present when the
authority was given to me; but when
the first indictment was tried I could
not remember who the witness was. I
could not swear to the fact myself, and
I was convicted because I could pro-
duce no witness to substantiate my
statement. The trial of my case was
published in the newspapers, and my
witness heard of' it and came forward
to testify to my innocence. The first
indictment was tried in March,
and the second indietment in
Aptil, when the witness came
forward and was examined. on
his evidence I was at once acquitted
by the jury without leaving the box.
I then directed my Counsel to move to
set aside the verdict and to obtain a
new trial on the first indictment. Judge
Mondelet, before whom the motion was
made, set aside that verdict and granted
me a new trial on the affidavits that I
put in; the Counsel for the Crown
consenting that a new trial should be
granted. When my case came before
Judge Aylwin for the new trial, he held
that the new trial was illegally granted,
because no new trial coild be granted
on facts alone, and directed that it
should be referred to the Court of
Appeal for adjudication, and that Court
so decided on the appeal at the Crim-

Mr. Ross.

iminal Term following. Mr. Ramsay,
as Counsel for the Crown, moved for
judgment against me, and Judge Mon7
delet, before whom the motion was
made, declined to entertain the motion,
declaring that his order to quash the
verdict against me had never been set.
aside, and there was therefore no con-
viction against 'me on which any sen-
tence could be passed.

' Mr. Speaker, I might close mv state-
ment here, but I consider that I should
not make it complete unless I called
the attention of yourself and this
honourable House to the fact, that after
these charges had been made against,
me, I was elected to this Hou e by ac-
clamation, and sat as the Member
for the county of Two Mouintains for
for a whole Parliainent ; that the
the members of the present Govern-
ment, who were then in this flouse,
sat in the bouse with me ; that
the Hion. Chief Justice Dorion, the
leader of the memb'rs from Lower
Canada who were opposed to me, also
sat in that bouse, but no one of them,
during ail that tim3, ever made any
motion ag ainst me, nor since the
present Government took office have
they ever instructed any Crown officers
to ask that sentence should le passed
upon me on that conviction now ten
years old.

On this statement of *facts, Mr.
Speaker, I think that I may fairly
leave the consideration of my case to>
the members of this honourable House,
believing that as I now withdraw froni
their presence for a time; they will
speedily restore me to the position
t, which my constituents so lately
unanimously elected me.

Mr. Daoust then retired.

Mr. MASSON thought the louse
was entitled, after the statements
made by the hon. member for Two
Mountains, answering conclusively
any accusations in advance that could
be made against him, to know if any
of these assertions were questioned
by the mover of the resolution or any
hon. member present. If not, he
hoped the Premier would take this
question iii hand, and move that the
Hlouse do proceed to the next order of
the day.

Two -Mountains.
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Mr. LAURIER thought the matter
should be discussed dispassionately,
and he proposed to deal with it in this
spirit. He had not seconded the
motion in order to gratify spite against
any one, but with the view of doing
his duty towards his Province. The
statement which the hon. gentleman
had submitted disclosed facts which
should go before the Committee of
?rivileges and Elections, in order to
ascertaii the legal and responsible
position of the member eleet. The
hon. member had certain rights and
privileges, but these might couffict
with those of the Ilouse. He had been
indicted for the coimittal of two
forgeries, and found guilty on one ac-
cusation; on the second, he was
acquitted. A new trial was granted;
but afterwards this ruling had been
set aside. A technical question arose ;
it was said that a part of the decision
of Judge Mondelet had not been over-
ruled by the Court of Appeals, but
simply the portion which granted the
new trial. This was technically and
substantially truc, but when the order
granting a new trial was set aside,
did not this also do away with the
ruling concerning the verdict ? He
could not conceive that a judge could
set aside a conviction and not grant a
new trial ; if he could do one he could
do the other thing, or if the latter was
beyond his authority so was the former.

These facts had been. laid before
hie House by the Attorney General of
Lower Canada, the late Sir George
Etienne Cartier, and the papers being
submitted, the hon. member only three
days afterwards resigned his seat.
The hon. gentleman had been since
elected, it was truc, and no steps had
been taken in the matter. But what
was the legal aspect of the case at pre-
sent ? Any Crown prosecutor acting
in the District of Montreal could at any
time inove for judgment against the
bon. member. The Court of Appeals
declared that the conviction remained
in full force, and the question wàs,
whether a man so liable was fit to sit
in the House. In this a technicality
was involved, but it was quite clear
that the circumstances should be refer-
red to the Committee mentioned.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
thought that the hon. member for

Drummond and Arthabaska had shown
very strong reasons why they should
proceed in this connection with agreat
deal of care. He quite agreed with
what the hon. member had said; this
question was not to be approached in a
party spirit. The statement rcad by
the hon. inember for Two Mountains
revealed facts, not one of which was
disputed, that requmred the House to
pause before it took action.

If the witness who had came forward
on the occasion of the second trial had
been heard on the first, without doubt
a verdict of acquittal would also have-
been given in the former instance. Mr.
Johnson, the Counsel for the Crown,
who conducted the two trials, as ap-
peared from the papers on the Clerk's
table, had at once consented to a new
trial being had; this being the case, it
struck him that in Upper Canada,
under such circumstances, the Crown
would have intervened. The whole
proceedings in Lower Canada in con-
nection with the verdict had been en-
tirely contrary to law. Judge Monde-
let had clearlv no power to grant a
new trial, as the law did not provide
for cases of surprise, error, or mistake.
It was also clear that the Judge made
two orders, or one order combining
two propositions; one quashing the-
verdict, and another, according a new
trial. He could not say, owing' to un-
familiarity with precedence before the
courts in Quebec, but if there was
power for the issue of the two orders,
no appeal could cortainly be taken
a(ainst one of them. The steps taken
with regard to the appeal had been
absolutely contrary to law, and
witbout precedent. The judge who
reserved a case under the Criminal
Appeal Act, was the judge who tried
it; and Judge Aylwin before whom
this case came for a new trial after-
wards, had as much power to send it
before the Court of Appeals as his
bon. friend or himself, and no more.
It was however so transmitted; and
the judgment there pronounced was
really in controvention of all provisions
of the law. Beyond question, the ver-
dict of guilty still stood against the
hon. member for Two Mountains.
What did the Crown say ? It could at
any time, before a verdict was given,
according to the practice in our
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Courts, enter a nolle prosequi; and this
could be done even after a jury was
sworn to try a case.

The jury gave a verdict, and a nolle
prosequi being entered, the Crown
could not interfere except by granting
a pardon or bringing forward a new
indictment. In the case of the mem-
ber for Two Mountains a verdict had
been given, bat no judgment entered,
and none of the consequences which
were invo!ved in a indgnent could by
any possibility come against hini.
They could not sentence him because
the time gone by would require that a
record of conviction should be . first
had, and after the statement of the
facts which had been presented to
the House the Crown would never
allow a judgment of record to bc
given. The Crown had the right
both before and after conviction
to pardon the accused if it thought
proper, but in the event of the latter
the stigma reniained. Now, in this
case the stigma of conviction should
not be allowed to remain. The hon.
gentleman had sat in the flouse seve-
ral years since the conviction, and
after an interum of a few years he
returned, and was arraigned on a con-
viction which had never matured into
a judgment, and of which, if the facts
stated that day in the House were
truc, lie ought to have been acquitted.
le (Mr. Cameron) considered that it
would he more to the hon. gentleman's
advantage to have this case go to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections,
from which it would return exonerat-
ing him from the whole procedure if
there was nothing to contradict what
ho himself bad stated. He was per-
feetly certain that the gentleman who
was implicated in the matter would
receive at the hands of the Hon. Minis-
ter of Justice as much consideration
and tenderness in the administration
of the duties of bis office as though he
were the hon. gentleman's warmest
political friend.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the House
would readily understand that when
the hon. member for Two Mountains
rose to make his statement it would
not have been generous in him (Mr.
Blake), to make the suggestion he was
about to offer. It would not have
been right to have prevented an hon.

Hon. Mr. CAMERoN.

member standing in his position
from making a statement, although
he might have thought it a
little premature. His hon. friend
the member for Montmagny, who
made the motion, pointed out that he
intended to follow it with another, and
that he would reserve bis remarks
until the papers were read. The hon.
member for Two Mountains followed
that motion with his simple state-
ment. Ie agreed with the hon. mem-
ber for Cardwell as to the spirit
in which they should approach the
consideration of this matter, but it
seemed to him that in entering upon a
grave judicial investigation of this
character the first thing to be done
was to have the papers before the
Flouse. He begged to submit to the
consideration of the House whether it
was iot proper in the interest of the
hon. member for Two Mountains that
the papers should be read without fur-
ther discussion.

M1r. MASSON thought the ITon. Min-
ister of Justice had misapprehended
the position in which his hon. friend
was placed. The motion made on the
previous day was accompanied with
expressions bearing heavily on his hon.
friend from Two Mountains, and he
(Mr. Masson) considered he should
take the first opportunity to make the
statement he had made. le thought
the hon. Minister would see that the
hon. member for Two Mountains had
acted as he should have acted, by lay-
ing his case before the Ilouse.

lon. Mr. BLAKE said he would be
sorrv to think that the Flouse under-
stood him to call in question the
course the hon. gentleman had thought
proper to pursue. He merely wished
to point out that it would be more
formal and regular if they first per-
mitted the formal motion to pass, and
thon go on.

The motion was adopted.
The papers were then read in French,

The reading in English being dis-
pensed with.

Mr. SPEAKER-The Clerk informs
me that in connection with a case of
this kind, it is the custom of this
House to enter the statement of the
member on our Votes and Proceed-
ings. I do not know that this is done

Tu-o Mountains.(COMMO.NS.]
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in the English Parliament; but I
think that if it is to be so entered, it
would be more in order if it came after
the entry of the reading of the papers,
than if it was inserted previous
to them. Yesterday I called on the
hon. member for Two Mountains to
make a statement and withdraw,
because the hon. mover in this matter
chose while asking for the reading of
the papers, to go somewhat into tho
merits of the case. To-day I thought
that it was an entirely new proceed-
ing; and proceeding more regularly,
a motion was merely made that the
papers should be read. As this did not
of itself convey any charge, I did not
feel that it was the time to call on the
hon. member to make a statement and
withdraw. He however volunteered
to read a statement before the papers
were produced; and, I thnk that with
the consent of the House, I would in-
struct the Clerk to record the state-
ment as having followed the reading
of the papers, as it may form a
precedent hereafter. Without this pre-
caution some confusion might result.

May tells us:-The practice on
learning the charge against him, after
being read in his place, is for him to
withdraw from the House. The pre-
cise time at which ho ought to with-
draw is determined by the nature of
the charges ; when founded on recorded
petitions or other documents, or on
words spoken, and taken down with
sufficient explanation of the charge,
it h$ easy to have them read, ard for
the member to withdraw before any
question is proposed.

The papers have nov been read,
and if the hon. member were in his
place, it would be quite in order for
him now to make a statement and
withdraw. If the House will consent,
I will direct the record to be prepared
in that way.

Mr. MASSON-Two years ago, Mr.
]Delorme, the member for Provencher,
was assailed in the House, and it is
recorded simply on the Journals that
he made a statement.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Perhaps
the matter may be left over for a short
time, and thon definitely settled.

Hon. Mr. CANIERON (Cardwel)-
If the papers are entered on the Jour-

50

nals, I think that the statement
should also be entered.

Mr. MASSON-I contend that the
statement then should not be placed
on the Journals verbatim; but only
the part the hon. miember may
require.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-It is to be
observed that almost the whole of the
statement, with the exception of one
point-the denial of the truth of the
accusation-may be said to be argu-
mentative; probably the suggestion of
my hon. friend the First Minister
should be followed.

Mr. SPEAKER-I see it recorded
that " the said Pierre I)elorme having
stated in his place, that the said charges
were utterly unfounded and untrue."

Mr. MASSON-These words were
inserted, but not the statement ho
made.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE-Probably
that was bis whole statement.

Hon Mr. BLAKE-This was the
substance of the statement.

Mr. SPEAKER--It occured to me
as a matter of justice to the hon.
meniber whose character is impugned,
this statement should appear.

Mr. TASCIIEREAU wished to cor-
rect bis hon. friend from Cardwell re-
garding certain points. On the back
of the indictment were these entries-
after the words true bill-arraigned
Sth of March, 165; trial fixed for the
30th March; trial lad saine day;
verdict guilty, and recommended to
mercy. The Court had simply granted
the motion for a new trial, but the first
conviction had not been actually
quashed. Judge Mondelet had differed
tior all his colleagues in the Court
of Appeals regarding the question.
Judgment was given on the 8th June,
1865, and when the matter came up
again in September 1866, the onily
thing that Justice Mondelet said was,
that he had not changed his mind, and
that, according to his opinion, ho could
not pass sentence on the first trial.
Deforges denied that ho had given
the hon. miember any authorization to
sign his (lDesforges) naie.

It was strange also that the lme of
defence in the first case was this-that
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the signature was genuine and no for
gery. It was said the Crown prosecu-
tion was favorable to the prisoner, but
his statement in Vol. 9, L. C. Jurist,
page 86, was as follows:-

"The Court will probably consider that
-under the peculiar circumstances of the pre-
sent case I am precluded from offering op-
position to the motion of my learned friend.
The first indictment was supported by direct
and positive evidence, as, indeed, was the
second, but there is this difference between the
two cases, viz.: That in the first the evidence
for the prosecution was not encountered by
any testimony on the prisoner's behalif tending
to explain or exculpate bis conduct, and the con-
viction upon that indictment was, therefore, a
matter of course ; while upon the second trial,
it was proved by evidence that was only dis-
covered after the verdict in the first case, that
authority to sign the name of the prosecutor
existed toan extent to satisfy the jury of the
prisoner's innocence. I feel, therefore, that he
should have the opportuuity accorded to him
of adducing the same justification in the case
now before the Court. It has been suggested
to me that upon this motion being granted, I
should file a nolle prosequi. I am not prepared
togo that length however. I am bound to pro-
tect the rights of the prosecutor as well as those of
the prisoner, and the prosecutor nust have in the
present case an opportunity of rebutting the pris-
oner 's evidence zf/he can. I will take the pris-
oner s recognizance to appear on the first day
of next term."I

It had also been said that the ruling
of the Court of Appeal was based on
Lower Canadian law only, and not on
English law. le fouid, however, on
page 203 of the 10th volume of Lower
Canada Jurist, page 223, the following
opinion of Judge Meredith:-

" The first question submitted to us by the
learned judge is, whether a second trial can be
legally had in the present case, it being a case
felony, and I think that this highly important
question may at this day be answered in nearly
the same words used by Chitty half a century
ago, namely: 'In case of felony or treason it
seems to me completely settled that no new
trial can be granted.> There is, it is true, one
case, Queen vs. Scaife, in which a :new trial
was granted in a case of felony. This much is
plain, that whatever may be the rule with re-
spect to cases moved by certiorari into the
Queen's Bench the rule with respect to cases
tried in the ordinary course of law was, when
the criminal law of England was extended to
this country, and still is, that there cannot be
a new trial in casès of treason and felony. Re-
peated attempts have been made in Parliament
to change the law in this respect, and those at-
tempts bave invariably been resisted, not on the
ground that the law was not as stated by those
who sought to change-but on the contrary,
on the ground the change proposed would not
be an improvement. It is true that in Upper
Canada the distinction between misdemeanors
and crimes of greater magnitnde bas been done
away with, in so far as respects the right to
obtain a new trial; but this has been done by
statnte, and if legislation for that purpose was

Mr. TAscaRaAU.

necessary for Upper Canada, it is still more
necessary here, for it is plain that if an applica-
tion for a new trial were allowed, it ought to
be made to the Court of Queen's Bench sitting
in appeal, held by at least four judges, and not
to the Court ef Queen's Bench on the Crown
side, usually beld by one judge. And it is
equally plain that under the existing law such
an application cuuld not be made to the Court
of Appeals."

The notes which formed the basis of
the two indictments w-ere signed at two
different dates and were for two differ-
ent amounts. The evidence in the
second trial was quite diffèrent fron
the testimony in the first. It did not
appear in the second trial Desforges
was a witness as to the question of
authority, but he was in the first trial
and gave evidence that 'ho never
authorized the >risoner to sign his
name on a note of any kind. Having
stated these facts he (M5r. Tascherau)
moved that the case be referred to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections.

Mr. MOUSSEAU congratulated the
Hon. Minister of Justice on the liberal
spirit in which he approached this
question. He desired to make a state-
ment of the facts which had not yet
been placed before the House. It was
a fact very well known that the hon.
member for Two Mountains and bis
brother-in-law had been in the habit
for four or five years of endorsing
one another's notes. About eigh-
teen months previous to the conviction
the hon. gentleman's brother-in-law
authorized him to sign bis name to
notes for an amount not exceeling
$1,000. The former in civil suit de-
nied a signature to a bill for $500, and
the hon, member for Two Mountains
was of course arrested on the
charge of forgery. Ie was
tried and found guilty, and the news
of the trial immediately spread over
the whole country. One of the wit-
nesses, who was present when the hon,
gentleman's brother-in-law authorized
him to use bis name, then came for-
ward. A new trial took place, and the
hon. gentleman was triumphantly ac-
quitted; the judge had not the slightest
hesitation in declaring that ho was
entirely innocent of the charge brought
against him. An application was at
once made for a new trial. The appli-
cation was granted, but the next term
the same judge was not on the Bench.
This gentleman raised objections to the
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new trial, and at the same time took it
upon himself to make up a case and
submit it to the Court of Queen's Bench.
The Court of Appeals had confirmed
the opinion of Mr. Justice Aylwin. The
weight of authorities in favor of new
trials was very great indeed. In most
parts of the United States, in connec-
tion with felonies, these were granted.
There was considerable analogy be-
tween this and the French systen,
which gave recourse againstjudgments
in certain cases. They possessed in
this regard the requete civile, under
which decisions delivered in the Civil
Courts could be set aside, either on the
ground that they had beeni based on
false evidence or given in the absence
of authorative documents which had
been concealed, or missing, or discov-
ered after judgment; this practice was
founded on the great principles of
justice and equity. In this re-
lation new trials should always
be treated from a very liberal point
of view. The prosecutor, at the time
of the trial in question, although a
Conservative, and though the accused
had rendered great service to his party,
1had treated him most severely; no hesi-
tation was shown, and the non-member
had been specdily found guilty. This
proved that the parties concerned in
the case were high-minded men, who
were not inclined to prevent justice
being done. On the occasion of the
second triàl the same judge presided,
the same Crown Counsel appeared, and
the same advocates conducted the de-
fence. He must make especial allusion
to Judge Mondelet, who stood very
high in the esteem of his fellow citi-
zens; though some did not always ap-
prove of that gentleman's doctrines,
his high sense of duty and his great im-
partiality were well and generally ap-
preciated at the first trial. The Judge
had charged very severely against the
prisoner; but when the missing wit-
ness, a brother-in-law of Desforges, who
was i nterested in obtaining a convic-
tion in order to save himself the neces-
s ty of paying $800, appeared and gave
his testimony, His Honour instructed
the jury to return a verdict of not
g;uilty, being very strongly impressed
with the innocence of the hon. mem-
ber. The remarks of Judge Mondelet
touchine the case, when brought before

~5qu

the Court of Appeals, were to be found
in the Lower Canada Jurist, Vol. 10,
and page 221; the judgment was de-
livered on the 9th of June, 1866.
This was an extract:-

" Mon -LET J.-At the March Term, 1866, of
the Court of Queen's Bench, at which I pre-
sided, Daoust was tried on an indictLnent for
forgery of an endorsation of a promissory note.
From the evidence adduced at the trial, there
seemed no doubt, and I charged the jury--as
I never shrink from doing where my convic-
tion is strong-to return a verdict of guilty,
and the jury did so. The most important
evidence was that of Desforges, who stated
that he had never authorized the prisoner to
sign bis name. The prisoner wassubsequently
put upon his trial for forging the same name
on another note, and this time the jury found
a verdict in his favour, on evidence tending to
show that the prisoner had been authorized by
Desforges to sign bis name. The prisoner
stood between two fires-between a verdict of
guilty and a verdict of not guilty. Towards
the end of the terni, Mr. Ouimet, the prisoner's
counsel, moved for a new trial on the first
indictment, in order that the witness Legault,
who testified that Desforges had authorized
the prisoner to sign his name, might be heard.
Mr. Johnson, who then represented the At-
torney General, said that under the circum-
stances he did not think proper to oppose the
granting of a new trial. 1, having presided at
both trials, and being au fait with the cir-
cumstances of both, having no possible doubt
that Daoust either believed himself authorized,
or was really authorized to sign the name,
considered it not onlyjustice, but an imperative
duty to grant a new trial. I wish to be clearly
understood on this point. First-because an
imperative sense of duty urged me to it; and
secondly- because I believed the Court had
the power to do it. In the following Septem.
ber Term, Mr. Justice Aylwin, who was then
presiding, reserved tne case for the consider-
ation of the full Bench. It will be understood
that my conviction must be very strong, when
I still adhere to it; though I find four Judges,
for whose abilities I entertain such profound
respect, differing from me in opinion."

He (Mr. Mousseau) had received a
letter from a gentleman in Montreal
who was present when the judgment
was rendered, mentioning the follow-
ing circumstance which did not apper r
on the record. When the judge decid.
ed that no new trial should be granted,
Mr. Ouimet rose and said " What is
my poor prisoner to do ? You give
no new trial and his innocence is per
fectly proved." Judge Drummond
said " You need not trouble yourself, no
Government in the world will do any-
thing against your client." The follow-
ing Term the Crown prosecutor moyed
that sentence be rendered on the verdict.

Some astonishment had been ex-
pressed by hon. members opposite that
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the hon. member had resigned in 1866.
The reason was he found himself in
a very awkward position, and on the
advice of Sir George Cartier he resign-
ed in order to test public opinion and
aseertain whether he had the confi-
dence of his constituents. He resigned
and was opposed by a wealthy manu-
facturer who had an establishment at
St. Scholastique, eniploying hundreds
of men. le vas rich, backed by strong
friends, and spent money freely. Mr.
Daowst was poor ard his election ex-
penses were only $20, yet, after avery
hot contet he was returnedi to Parlia-
ment. No popular verdict could set
aside a legal decision, but taken in con-
nection with the opinions of the Bench,
it was a proof that in his own county,
anid among those who had known him
from his childhood, there was perfect
contidence in his innocence. le tele-
graphed to Montreal the previous day
for a copy of the Judge's order, and he
would beg leave to read the following
report of the case which was published
in the Montreal Herald, Gazette and
Minerve : -
" Court oj Queen's Bench-September Term-

"Presiding-MR. JUSTICE MONDELET.

" WEDNESDAY, 17th October, 1866.
In the matter of J. B. Daoust, Esq., M.P.

P., Mr. Ramsay, on part of the Crown moved
for sentence.

" The motion was opposed by Mr. Onimet.
His Honour said that Mr. Justice Ailwyn had
reserved the motion on the part of the Crown
to proceed to a new trial in September of
1865, and that the Court of Appeals had
decided that there could be no new trial in a
felony, but this left intact so much of his
judgment as set aside the verdict. Until
that portion of his judgment was set aside
there could be no sentence on the verdict; in
other words there was no verdict. The Crown
could therefore make nothing by the motion.

Ai Mr. Ramsay said that the whole of this
matter had been begun and the new trial
accorded before he had the honour to represent
the Attorney General. He was desirous of
asking His Honour whether he had been
rightly info med that the Counsel representing
the Crown had consented to the new trial.
His object in asking was that it would
manif stly be a breach of good fa4h on the
-part of the Crown to ctnsent to a new trial,
and afterwards to adopt the extreme proceed-
ing of moving by writ of error to set aside a
portion of the judgement to which the Crown
Counsel had formerly consehted.

" The Court taid that Mr. Johnson for the
Crown had consented at once.

"I Mr. Ramsay then asked if the Court
would consider him authorized in entering a
nolle prosegui on the bill?

Mr. MoUssEAU.

" The Court declined to give any opinion.
" The Crown must take its own course.
" Mr. Ramsay only asked because he had1

nothing to do with the application for grant-
ing a new trial or the granting of it, and
therefore he did not feel called upon to assume
the responsibility of taking any step witbout
the assent-not the consent, but the amsent-
of the Court."

That state of things had been undis-
turbed since that time, and no pro-
ceeding had been attempted either in
the Courts or in the House. The hon.
gentleman had sat in the house several
sessions since, and although there were
many gentlemen in the House well
qualified to judge, not only on questions
of law, but on principles of parlia-
mentary practice and upon constitu-
tional points. No attempt was made
by the old Parliamentarians to bring
this matter up, and it seemed strange
that these young members should now
undertake to bring the question before
the consideration of the House. The
motion asked that these papers and the
questions they involved should be sub-
mitted to the Committee on Privileges
and Elections, and he was sorry he
could not see the ultimate result of
such reference. They were not deal-
ing with a disgraced man or a fugitive
from justice, but one vho had been
acquitted by one of the highest tribu-
nals in the country. If the Committee
were to report adversely to the hon.
member for Two Mountains, the effect
would be to upset the decision of the
Court which had acquitted the hon.
gentleman.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. MOUSSEAU resumed his
speech. He said there was nothing
before this louse against the charac-
ter and standing of Mr. ]Daoust. If
there were any proceeding to te taken
againýt him it must be taken before a
legal tribunal. Suppose the matter
should be referred to a Committee of
this House, it would be casting a re-
flection on the character of the hon.
gentleman. But it was said that un-
less this Ilouse took steps to remove
the difficulty, the hon. member was
liable to have proceedings taken
against him at any time in the Courts
of law. If there were any ground for
such action being taken, however, no
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decision of this House could interfere
with the proceedings before the legal
tribunals of Quebec. lie (Mr. Mous-
seau) hoped that this matter would
-not be referred to the Committee, but
that the Minister of Justice would
move that the orders of the day be
taken up. The hon. member for Two
Mountains had been pronounced per--
fectly innocent by the Courts of Law
and by his constituents: to refer his
case to a Committee of this House
would be to cast a doubt on those
judgments.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) said
the character of a member of this
fouse was in question, and it was their
duty to ascertain whether with the
facts before them Mr. Daoust snould
·continue to hold his seat. There were
English precedents for the course to
beursued,in the cases of Smith OBrien
in 1849 and O'Donovan Rossa in 1870.
From the papers before the House, it
was apparent that the hon member for
Two Mountains had been indicted for
forgery and found guilty, but there
was no evidence to show that anything
faurther had been donc.

The hon. nember for Bagot had
stated that this was not a subject for
the consideration of the Committee.
-He would agree with the hon. gentle-
man, if the House were satisfied, that
the bon. member for Two Mountains
had not been adjudged guilty of felony;
but when there was doubi on this point
he thought it advisable that the matter
should be referred to a Committee. In
1870, in the case of O'Donovan Rossa,
Mr. Gladstone, who led the House
of Commons at the time, moved that
this nember eleet -was incapable of
sitting in the House, inasmuch as he
had been adjudged guilty of felony. It
was proposed by a member of the
Opposition that it should be referred
to a Committee, and Mr. Gladstone
stated that if he entertained any doubt
in this connection he would have no
objection to this step.

Mr. BABY-Had O'Donovan Rossa
flot been convicted and sentenced ?
Was he not under sentence ?

Mr. MACDOUCTALL replied that if
the hon. gentleman would have patience
he would make himself clear. He
thought that circumstances existed in

connection with this case which made
an enquiry into the facts by a Com-
mittee desirable, in order to ascertain
the proper course to be pursued, and to
report forthwith to the House. He only
desired that justice should be done in
the premises. He had hoard it stated
that the hon. nember for Two Moun-
taines had sat for a number of years
in Parliament after his conviction, but
he submitted that this would be no
condonation of any offence which might
have been committed. This would be
no bai from a legal point of view to
such proceedings as had been taken in
the cases of O'Donovan Rossa and
Smith O'Brien.

Reference had been made to Sir John
Jarvis, who afterwards was an eminent
Judge on the English Bench, iii the
discussion which took place on the
motion with respect to the election of
O'1Donovan Rossa, as having expressed
an opinion in this election; and in the
case of Sinith O'Brien, Earl Russeli,
who led the louse of Commons at the
time, used the word " convicted," and
at the instance of the Attorney Gen-
eral of the day, he amended his motion
by inserting the words-" adjudged
guilty of felonv." Sir John Jarvis in
the course of his arguments, to which
reference was made by Mr. Gladstone
as well as by the Solicitor General of
the Day, suggeste1 that " adjudged
guilty of felony " should be substituted
for " convicted," and these words were
incorporated in the motion by the
Leader of the House of Conmmons.

The question was whether the case
was one which would justify the very
strong proceedings adopted in these
cases. le had some doubt on the sub-
ject, and lie thought the case should
be referred to the Committee in order
that the case might be enquired into.
He desired that the gentleman against
whom this charge was preferred should
have fair play, and ho was qùite sure
the Committee to whom the case was
referred would do the hon. gentleman
justice and inform the House as to the
proper course to pursue.

Mr. WRIGIIT (Pontiac) thought it
was unfortunatethat the friends of the
hon. member for Two Mountains
should evince so much solicitude on his
behalf as to prompt them to put him
before the House an& the country in
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so unenviable a light. The hon. gentle-
man had been acquitted of the charge
by the highest Court of Criminal Juris-
diction in the Province of Quebec, but
this was not sufficient for hon. gentle-
men opposite. Ie was perfectly satis-
fied the hon. member for Two Moun-
tains could not be expelled unless. he
had been guilty of conduct which ren-
dered him unfit to be a member of this
House. No one had an idea that he
was guilty of such conduct, and the
Committee could do nothing to settle
the difficulty. The matter should end
in the House.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he would be
sorry that the decision arrived at by
the louse should be anything but unan-
imous. The suggestions made were
alternatives, either to refer the matter
to the Committee or to pass on to the
Orders of the Day. He thought it
would be most unfortunate to pursue
the latter course. The case came be-
fore Parliament the seoond time. In
1866 Sir George E. Cartier, then
Attorney General for Lower Canada,
laid upon the table these papers. It
indicated that, in the opinion of the
Government and Parliament of that
day, in the then existing state of things,
the House should consider the matter
in some way or ol her. It so happened
that any action which might have been
taken by the House was averted by the
resignation of the hon. member for Two
Mountains. Subsequently the pro-
eeedings referred to by the hon. mem-
ber for Bagot, and which were not on
record, were taken. Whether they
were correct or not, it was only by
virtue of thein the House was called
upon to determine if they had taken
place before Mr. Daoust's resignation,
whether he would have pursued that
course. It was desirable the case
should be investigated, not only in the
interest of the hon. member for Two
Mountains, but of Parliament. It
would be better to postpone any deci-
sion for a few days, until this Com-
mittee had time to thoroughly investi-
gate the matter.

If the House should, as he hoped it
would, adopt unanimously this view,
it would demonstrate that no step
taken in the case wts, in the slightest
degree indicative of an adverse opinion
regarding the situation of the hon.

Mr, WRIGHT.

member for Two Mountains. He
thought that they should take no
action which would have the effect of
prejudging the case any way whatever.
With such intentions he had commu-
nicated with hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the House in order that
they might agree on this mode of dis-
posing of the matter. The motion
was changed, requesting the Commit-
tee to examine into the legal aspects
of the case-and very singular they
were-so that they might know ex-
actly how tbey stood in this connec-
tion. It did not propose to delegate
to it either the duty of hearing witnes
ses, or expressing an opinion on the
facts disclosed in these papers; and
due regard would be paid to the posi-
tion of the hon. member, inasmuch as
he believed that the various state-
ments with reference to the new t 'al
were amongst the papers; also, that
the Committee should be irstructed, as
was frequently the case with Commit-
tees of the Imperial louse of Com-
mons, to search for parlimentary pre-
cedents applicable to the case, being
requested to report whether any ex-
isted, and if so, what further proceed-
ings were required. He trusted that
the report would be speedily made,
and that they would then be able to
dispose of the matter in a more satis-
factory manner than at that moment,
after the discussion of the afternoon,
whether by dropping it or passing to
the Orders of the Day, or taking
other action without a vote on the
motion.

Mr. PALMER--Do you propose to
allow the Committee to obtain the
subsequent proceedings ?

lon. Mr. BLAKE-They are asked
to report on the legal questions, and
of course they will get the subsequent
proceedings. It would be grossly
unjust if they did not, preventing the
completion of the entire record.

Mr. MASSON assented to the posi-
tion taken by the Minister of Justice;,
at the same time he confessed he would
have certainly preferred the adoption
of another and more decided course;
there being nothing before the House
to justify adjudication regarding the
position occupied by one of its members.
After reflection, however, he thought
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it better that they should look into
precedents with an eye to the future.

Mr. SPEAKER observed with refer-
ence to the mole of report, that he
found at least two cases in point-and
there were probably some others-
where statements made in explanation
by hon. members whose conduct was
impugned, were fully entered on the
Journals of the House. One dated as
far back as 1837, when the Hon. Mr.
Bolton, member for the County of
Norfolk, laid a formal charge against
Mr. Watts, then a member of the
House; and the statement of the latter
in his defence was set forth at full
length. The second took place in 1865,
when the Hon. John Sandfield Mac-
donald brought under the notice of the
House the fact that one hon. member
had, in an angry moment, struck a blow
with his fist on the nose of another hon.
member. The former made a long state-
ment, explaining that the provocation
consisted in his being, in fact, told that
he lied ; and such as it was, it was
recorded at full length on the Journals.
le found that this was not the practice
in England, where neither the state
ment itself nor even its substance was
given in any instance. He left it to
the House to decide whether it would
adhere to our own or follow the English
practice.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN was of opinion
that the statement should be entered on
the Minutes, as the other papers were
to be published.

Mir. SPEAK ER-The resolution com-
mlences-" it appearing from the state-
ment of Mr. Daoust"-and I think that
under the circumstances it ought to be
recorded.

Mr. LAURIER-It was understood
that the hon. member should have the
privilege of bringing down a statement.

iMr. MASSO N--The statement of the
facts will be inserted.

The motion was carried.

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS.

On motion of the Èion. Mr. Blake,
the Bill entituled an Act to provide for
more effectual enquiry into the exist-
ence of corrupt practices rt elections of
members of the louse of Commons,
was read the third time and passed.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Mills in the Chair, to
consider the Bill intituled, An Act to
make more effectual provision for the
administration of the law relating to
corrupt practices at elections of mem-
bers of the House of Commons.

The first three clauses of the Bill
were adopted without amendment.

On the fourth clause,
Mr. SCATCHERD asked, in the

trial of contested eleetions, if it was in-
tended to pursue the enquiry on both
sides, or on one side only ? Hitherto
the Courts had only investigated into
the charge of corrupt practices against
the sitting member, and no notice was
taken of corrupt practices on the
part of the petitioner. He thought
there ought to be a full enquiry into
the corrupt practices on both sides of
the House.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he thought
this difficulty had been provided for by
the law of 1874.

lIon. Mr. TUPPER was of opinion
that the case had been provided for in
the Bill which had just been read the
third time.

-Mr. DYMOND considered that as
the evidence in these cases would have
to be obtained from persons more or
less implicated in the corrupt practices
being enquired into, that it would be
necessary to extend the indemnity in
order to indemnify any person from
the penalties imposed by the Act who
had fairly and honestly answered the
questions that might be put to him.

Mir. BOWELL thought the first
clause covered, the points referred to
by the bon. member for Middlesex,
and the hon. member for North York.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said that the
point made by the hon. member for
7North York was one of great impor-
tance. and one to which he had given
consideration. In England provisions
for indemnifying witnesses at the trials
of controverted elections were made.

Those provisions were gradually ex-
panded as experience appeared to
demonstrate the necessity of making
them wider for the discovery of the
whole truth about the matter. At
length they were settled in the form
in which they now appeared on the
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Statute Book. The Government had
embodied the substance of that indem-
nifying clause in the Rill which had
iust been read the third time. Under
that clause a witness who was willing
to tell the whole truth was indemnified
against any proceedings that might be
based on his evidence, the terrors
of the law being reserved f9 r those
who did not disclose the truth, and
about whom there might be any reason-
able ground to suspect tbey should be
put on trial.

Mi. SCATCHERD said this was
an important point. For instance a
member's seat was contested and the
Judge is called upon to decide whether
the seat was gained by bribery. The
defeated candidate is no party to the
suit, and the sitting member is un-
seated for corrupt practices, having to
pay all the costs. Now he (Mr.
Scatcherd) contended the defeated
candidate should always be a party to
such petitions, and if bribery on bis
part should be proved, the costs should
be divided.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said a provision
to that effect was contained in the
second sub-section of the eighth
section of the Controverted Elec-
tion Act of 1874, bv which the
sitting member was enabled to file a
cross petition against the defeated can-
didate who petitions.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said in one
county (Dorchester) the defeated can-
didate was disqualified under this very
provision.

The clause and the remaining sections
of the Bill were passed. The Com-
mittee rose, reported progress and
asked leave to sit again.

The iHouse went into Committee to
consider the following resolution :-

" That it is expedient to provide that the
travelling expenses of the Judge and ail ex-
penses incurred by the Sheriff or otier offilcer
ir consequence of any sitting for the trial, and
for providing a Court room and any accèss-
ories under the Bill (No. 13) intituled: c An
Act to make more effectuai provision for the
administration of the Law relating to corrupt
practices at elections of members of the House
of Commons,' shall be defrayed out of any
moneys which may be provided by Parliament
for the p rpose."

The Committee rose and reported
the resolution, which was referred to

lon. Mr. BLAKE.

the Committee of the Whole on the
Bill No. 13.

SUPPLY.

The House went into Committee
of Supply, Mr. Scatcherd in the Chair.

Regarding item 6, providing for a
sum not to exceed $30,140 to defray
salaries in the Department of the Sec-
retary of State,

Mr. BOWELL remarked, that this
showed an increase similar to what he
had noticed on the previous evening.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that this was caused by the promotion
of certain second-class to first-class
clerks. A gentleman who had been
hitherto charged with the superinten-
dence of the stationery, and who had
effected a saving in the Department,
had been promoted, as lie understood,
in accordance with an arrangement of
long standing. This was the only in-
crease with the exception of the or-
dinary advances of $50 a year.

The item was passed.
Item 7, providing $39,681 to defray

salaries in the Department of the Min-
ister of the Interior, and item No. 8,
providing for the payment of $20,720
in the Department of the Receiver
General, were passed without discus-
s1on.

On item No. 9, providing foi' $48,250
for the payment of salaries in the De-
partment of Finance.

Mr. BOWELL remarked that the
amount showed an increase.

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that lie believed this was due merely
to the statutory increases.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER hoped that the
appropriation would be sufficient to
sécure the correat publication in the
Offidal Gazette of the receipts and ex-
penditure. le had feit that it was
disgraceful to the Financial Depart-
ment of the Government that state-
ments should be published which,
at the expiration of several
months, should be found to be totally
fallacious. We had a great deal of
discussion as to the derangement of
our trade within the past few months,
and the hon. gentleman knew that
every merchant formed his opinion
from the statement of revenue and ex-
penditure, which was one of the objects
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of the publication of the Gazette. The
hon. gentleman had never conde-
scended to explain to the House why
the returns for March last had never
been published; and he thought that
the Committee should be informed why
they were suppressed--why they never
could be obtained, and to what was due
the great inaccurracies found in them.
He trusted that the recurrence of these
would be prevented. If this had hap-
pened only for the first time it would
-not be so open for censure, but this
was far from being the case.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT stated
that the iost important error in the
returns occurred last September, a few
day before he sailed for England. On
toing h bk in December his atten-
tion had beeni called to it, and he had
immediately caused a statement for the
six months to be published in the
Official Gazette. On enquiry in the
Department he found that a clerical
error had been made by one of the
inferior clerks after they had left the
Auditor's hands. This clerk was re-
primanded, and no doubt the hon.
gentleman did not wish a further
punishment to be inflicted, though the
mistake was unquestionably not cred-
itable.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-He has, how-
ever, inflicted a great deal of punish-
ment on other people.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT continued,
that with regard to the future
lie would take care that more
accurate returns would be prepared.
le had issued the most strigent orders,
requiring that the returns now pub-
lished should correspond much more
nearly than they had hitherto doue,
with what were known as the days'
statements, which carne more closely
than the others under the super-
vision of the Ministers; he thought that
these precautions would be sufficient
to effect the purpose. With respect to
the March statement, the Auditor Gen-
eral had explained to him, when his
attention was called to the matter,
that there were some extraordinary
errors in the various reports made to
him, and this had been the cause of the
delay.

The item was passed.

With regard to item No. 10, provid-
ing for $27,500 in connection with the
Department of Customs,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER invited the Min-
ister of Customs to explain why the
Civil Service Act bad been violated-
as he had understood was the case in
the Customs' Department-by the ap-
pointment of officers over the heads of
competent officials- -who bad served
for considerable terms-with increases
ot salary. Not only so, but very large
bonuses had been added to these
salaries out of all proportion with
those given to officers of long periods
of service.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE replied that
the officer to whom he supposed allus-
ion had been made, had been a very
efficient accountant for many years,
and was quite as efficient as any
of those who were employed in
the Department. lis qualifications
in fact entitled him to a position higher
than the one he occupied. Some nine-
teen-twentieths of the employés had
received the usual $50 advance per
annum; and $100 each had been given
to three junior French elerks, who
only got $450 a year eacli ; and this
was very small for men, who had been
in the service for four or five years.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER answered that
he had not referred to the gentleman
to whom the hon. gentleman made
allusion.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE-The officer
referred to has been in the service for
four or five years; he has been a very
efficient accountant for niany years,
and he is really entitled to the position.

On item No. 11, providi ng for $24,982
for the Department of Inland Revenue.

lIon. Mr. TUPPER asked if the
Inland Revenue Department was util-
ized in the carrying out of the pro-
visions of the Weights and Measures
Bill ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that
circumstances might arise which would
offer serious obstacles to the employ-
ment of Inland Revenue Officers, but
still wherever they could use these
officers they did so.

The item was then passed.
On item No. 12, for $218,934, for the

Department of Public Works.
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he saw
there was an increase in the number
of officers in the Department.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE in response
said there was now a vacancy in the
Department which they did not pro-
pose to fill up, as they thought they
could do without that officer.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN stated that
there was also an increase in the num-
ber of first-class clerks, and ho wished to
know if that ineasure was in accordance
with the theoretical organization of the
Department ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
know what the hon. gentleman meant
by theoretical organization.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that
some yeais ago a Committee had pre-
pared a paper for the regulation of the
appointments in the )ep)artment. This
was what he referred to as the
theoretical organization.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said be had
not seen the paper, and he presumed he
had acted independently ofit. He had
endeavoured to make the Department
as efficient as possible with as few men
as possible, and in the conduct of that
department he would endeavour to
promote men who were entitled to it
on account of their real value, and not
give prefèrence to certain men simply
because they had been a certain number
of years in office.

The item was carried.
On item No. 13, $84,990 for the Post

Office Department,
Mr. BOWELL said that though

this was a decrease from last year that
it was an increase over 1873-4 of $18,-
000. He desired t> know what was
the reason of that.

Ion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said
that the reason of that was that a
considerable number of extra hands
who had been paid out of the
contingencies of that Department were
made permanent officers. It was more
properly a transfer from the contingen-
cies to the regular expenditure of the
Department.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--Tow many extra
clerks are there in the Department?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think
there are not more than seven or

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

eight extra clerks, but there may be
more. The number, however, varies
according to the amount of work that
has to be done in the dead-letter office.

Mr. BOWELL-Can the hon. gen-
tleman inform us whether the system
of advertising the letters, formerly
praciticed, was more expensive than
the present system?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I will
obtain that information for the lion.
gentleman. I am very sorry that ihe
Postmaster General is too unwe.l to be
present and answer these enquiries.

The item was passed.
Item, $28,240 for Department of

Agriculture passed.
On item, $23,815, Mr. Cartwright

explained thnt the increase of $1,605
was in consequence of the engagement
of an additional clerk and some minor
expenses.

The item passed.
On the item, Departmental Conting-

encies, $175,000,
Mr. KIRKPATRICK said this item

should be reduced to what it was in
1873. It was an item that would bear
to be pruned down.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said if
the Public Accounts of 1872-3 were
examined it would be found that that
item in the esti mates had always to be
supplemented by another vote.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said telegraph-
ing alone was $59,000 last year, while
the last year of the late Administration
the account for telegraphing was only
$26i,0O0.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRI[GIT said the
increase was in consequence of the
number of public works being carried
on at a great distance from the capiual,
and also the addition of Prinee Edward
Island to the Confederation. Some of
the telegraphie expenses might, no
doubt, be curtailed. There had also
been a great deal of telegraphing across
the Atlantic.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said that last
financial year, 1874-5, there was a large
increase in telegraphic expenses il
consequence of the change in the
tariff.

Mr. KIRKPATR[CK said this was
the account where " mucilage" and
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such like things came in; subscrip-
tions for papers, books, &c.

Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE said be
would give the hon. gentleman
something if he could devise any pos-
sible means to keep the newspapers out
of the offices. As for the books, he had
stopped them by the simple expediency
of excluding the book pedlars out of
the buildings. As for the telegraphie
expenses, a large number of cypher
messages had been sent between Ottawa
and Washington and British Columbia
last year.

The item passed.
The item, $20,000, for the stationery

office, passed.
On item, $5.000, for re-adjustment of

salaries (including promotions),
Mr. MASSON asked if the Premier

was understood to say that he would re-
gulate the promotions of his office him-
self? The hon. gentleman would have to
rememler, powerful as he was, there
was a Civil Service Act by which pro-
motions were regulated.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman always kept within the law;
but if he wished for a comparison of the
way promotions were arranged by bis
predecessors, and by hinself, he was
willing to do it.

Mr. MASSON said the hon. gentle-
man was not justified in using the tu
guoque style of argument.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
kept within the Act.

iMr. KIRKPATRICK said when this
vote was first introduced it was his im-
pression it r as only going to be a 1em-
porary arrangement. He thought it
vas time this bonus system should be
done away with.

The item passed.
Items under theheading of "Charges

of Management," $69,100, passed.
Item, $10,000, (" Miscellaneous"),

under the heading of " Administration
of Justice ' was passed.

On item, $10,000, " Miscellaneous
North-West Territories," a new vote,

In reply to the ion. Mr. Tupper,
lion. Mr. BLAKE said, owing to the

increase of settlement in the Terri-
tories, there had been violence, and
Offenders had to be brought to justice.
There were also expenses connected

with the Melvor murder, and the
Government thought it botter to pro-
vide this amount to meet such contin-
gencies.

On the items under the head of
"Administration of Justice," $54,400,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK suggested that
care should be exercised not to appoint
too many officers to the Supreme
Court.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he had propos-
ed as few appointments as possible, and
only on the application of the Judges.
He would appoint no officers until ho
was satisfied they were required. The
amount of $10,000 for contingences
was merely conjectural.

The items were passed.
The item, $15,000, for police was

passed without discussion.
On the item under the head "IPeni-

tentiaries," $306,175.69,
Hlon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the

increase of $5,151.87 for Kingston
Penitentiary was due to the fact that a
large number of convicts had Leen
sent there from St. Vincent de Paul
Penitentiary.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE in reply toc
a question, said plans were being pre-
pared for the pro'viding of additional
accommodation for corviiets in Nova
Scotia. No sitehad yet been pur-
chased nor had the Government exactly
fixed upon any place. They were in
communication with parties as to the
value of land, &c., and he hoped to be
able to give further information on the
subject before the close of the Session.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked if it was
true the Government had superannuat-
ed the Warden of St. Vincent de Paul
Penitentiary and appointed to the
position a gentleman who Lad recently
been of service to the party to which
the hon. gentlemen opposite belonged ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said it was quite
true the late Warden had been super-
annuated upon Lis (Mr. Blake's) re-
commendation, after a careful investi-
gation of the affairs of the Penitentiary,
and on the application of the gentle-
man himself. It was also true that
another person had been appointed to
the office, but he was not aware whe-
ther it was in consequence of the claim
to which the hon. gentleman referred.
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Dr. Duchesneau had the highest testi-
monials as to his capacity, and the
energy and fidelity with which he had
discharged his duties justified the
choice.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) hoped the la-
bour of the convicts would be utilizel
in such a manner as not to interfere
with out side industries. Hle knew two
or three establishmIents that were In-
terfered with considerably by the
prison labour of the United States, and
particularly of Michigan.

Mr. MASSON asked if any investi-
gation had been made into the charges
against the late Warden of St. Vincent
de Paul Penitentiary ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE replied that
there was no charge aguinst hin. Ie
had applied for superannuation, and
after an investigation into the man-
agement of the Penitentiary it was
thought best to grant it.

Mr. MASSON said he was glad to
hear this because it had been asserted
that the late Warden had been dis-
charged after an investigation into the
management of the Penitentiary. He
was glad to hear that there was no
foundation for such assertions.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he had no
desire to say an unkind evord of the
late Warden. He had merely remark-
ed there was no accusation against
him, but the result of the inspection
was not satisfactory.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said if the Gov-
ernment found that anyone occupying
such a position neglected his duties he
should be dismissed without superannu-
ation. None but deserving officers
should be superannuated.

The Warden of the Halifax Peniten-
tiary had been superannuated, and the
statement of the Minister of Justice led
him to suppose that it was the inten-
tion of the Government to get rid of
this official in order that another might
be put in his place. It so happened
that a defeated candidate had been
given a very valuable post at the St.
Vincent de Paul Penitentiary, and also
very conveniently for the Local Gov-
ernment of Nova Scotia that it had to
provide for one of the local members,
succeeding a gentleman who the In-
spectors reported was one of the most

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

efficient an:I able officers in the public
service.# Not only so, but the salary
had been largely increased simultane-
ously in favour of the new officer, a
friend of the Administration. This
was an abuse of the power of the Gov-
ernment and of the Superanniation
Fund System, and one of the things
which shook the confidence of the
people in the belief that this fund was
provided for the purpose of increasing
the efficiency of the public service, the
only ground upon which a change
could ever take place.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE stated that le was
not very familiar with the circum-
stances connected with the case of the
Warden of the Halifax Penitentiary,
because the arrangement in question
had been effected, he believed, before
he entered the Administration. If he
was rightly informed, however, this
officer had not been for a long time in
the public service, entering it some-
where about the age of sixty-eight, on
the appointment of the hon. gentleman
opposite, while his age was now about
seventy-two.

As to the Wardenship of the .St.
Vincent de Paul Penitentiary and the
Deputy-Wardenship, he might say'that
one of these officers had been super-
annuated, and the services of the other
gentleman dispensed with. The ex-
Warden's state of health bad rendered
his continuance in that position im-
possible; he had applied for superan-
nuation nine months ago, and to his ill
health he (Mr. Blake) in part attri-
buted the disorganization of that in-
stitution. This gentleman was no
friend of his; and according to the
strict rule his hon. friend had advo-
cated, it would have probably been
advisable, under the circumstances of
the case, to dispense with any remu-
neration at all in this partieular.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Does the horn.
gentleman speak of Dr. Tassé?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-No! I alluded
to Jean Baptiste Daoust, at present the
member for Two Mountains, who re-
ceived a gratuity of one month's pay
for each year of services. This was
likely a sort of justice I would not
administer to a political friend, but I
did it for a political opponent.
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Mr. MASSON-I am glad to hear
the real explanation at last. The state
of things iii question proves to bave
been due to the ill health of Dr.
Tassé.

Hon. M. BLAKE-I said prin-
cipally, Sir. The state of disorganiza-
tion which had existed before was
aggravated by that gentleman's ill-
ness; but I desired to look as leniently
as possible on his conduct. I did not
wish to speak of these matters, but
they have been dragged out of me by
the hon. gentleman.

lon. Mr. TUPPERI-My statement
with regard to the change in the
Halifax Penitentiary is that when the
(overnment asked the inspectors, the
responsible officers, on whom they
were bound to depend for a report,
with the view of getting a place for
one of their friends ; they had to re-
port that he was one of the most
able and efficient officers of the Public
Service.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-I know of no
such thing.

Hon. 'Mr. TUPPER-I undertake
from my place in this House to state
-and I do it advisedly-that this was
the ànswer which the Minister of Justice
got from the Inspector of Peniten-
tiaries ; and I say tbat we have re-
ceived no answer in this relation.

Mr. MILLS-Was that officer sixty-
eight years old when appointed ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I only know
that lie was as rigorous, able and effi-
cient an officer as could be found in
the service of this country. I do not
know or care for his age ; this report
of the Inspectors was very damaging
witb regard to the intentions of the
Government.

Mr. MILLS-It was very damaging.
to them.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-No doubt of
that ; I have no' doubt that it led to
their dismissal, for the Government
required a report in accordance with
their wishes. This, moreover, relates
to an abuse of the Superannuation Act.

That is one particular charge ; but
I declare further that the Government
which created an undue drain on the
revenue by dispensing with the ser-
vices of a valuable and efficient officer,

deliberately came to Parliament and
had the salary increased, and why ?
To bestow it upon a nev man, one of
their friends; and there is no answer
given to this accusation.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said that the
circumstances of this case were srme-
what peculiar. The Superannuation
Act provided that persons 65 years of
age should ipsofacto be superannuated.
This gentleman, who was then above
that age, was some five or six months
after the passage of the Order in Coun-
cil appointed to this office.

l on. Mr. TUPPER- -le was in the
public service when he was appointed.

Mr. BLAKE-In what Departnient ?
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-He filled an

office on the Intercolonial Railway.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said they
all knew that there were exceptional
cases in which officers had rendered
service to their country after the age
of 65, but they were of comparatively
little use after that. He did notknow
anything about this gentleman, but he
must then be over 70 years of age, and
could not in the course of nature be
expected to be fit for the dangerous
duties imposed upon the Warden of a
Penitentiary.

lion .Mr. TUPPER said he desired that
the Government would bring down a
statement of the officers appointed
under the Weights and Measures Act,
together with the ages of the officers.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Said lie
was surprised to hear the bon. gentle-
man state that he had no doubt that
the two inspectors were dismissed on
account of the report they made. The
hon. gentleman knew very well that
these men were removed from office
because the offices were abolished and
a saving to the public secured. The
gentleman who vas retained had
distinguished himself as an active
opponent of the Govern ment, but was
in every respect a capable and worthy
man.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE pointed out that
the hon. gentlenian's Government
introduced the principle of arranging
these salaries, and that a salary of'
$1,400, the amount paid to other
Wardens of Penitentiaries, was not
too large for that responsible and
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somewhat dangerous office. One of
the necessary qualifications of the
occupant of such a position, in addition
to the wisdom which age gave, was the
vigour which age too frequently took
away.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
perhaps hon. gentlemen would remerm-
ber that in the Session of 1874 he
announced the intention of the Govern-
ment to dispense with two of these
inspectors, at the same time declining
to do it at that particular time because
they wished to make sure that they
were doino- right. They took time
to consider the inatter, and had only
donc that which they had contemplated
from their accession to office, and by
means of which a considerable saving
would be effected.

The motion was adopted.
On item No. 37, for $17,640 for the

Manitoba Penitentiary,

Mr. SCHULTZ desired to enquire
when it was likely that the Manitoba
Penitentiary would be in a condition
for occupation.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-In July or
August next.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that he was glad
to learn that this was the case, because
the present arrangement was a very
expensive one to the Government. A
building had been rented at a large
rental. Most of the prison labour had
been devoted to its improvement, and
while its value had been doubled in
consequence, still the owner continued
to exact the large rental, and the
sooner this expense was cut off the
better.

This item, together with items No.
38 and No. 39, was passed.

On item No. 40, $60,850 for sal-
aries and contingent expenses.

Mr. SPEAKER stated that the
whole expenditure of the House of
Commons was rather calculated to cre-
ate an erroneous impression. There
had been a slight increase of expendi-
ture in this Department of public mer-
vice, but it was one for which the
officers of the Honse were in no way
responsible. It would ba within the
recollection of the House that the
Commissioners of Internal Econ-
omy were instructed to make a revision

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.
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of the salaries with a view to their
re-adjustment. This had been done,
and many of the salaries had been in-
creased in a manner proportionate to
the services rendered, and the length
of the services of the employé. The
death of the chief clerk of the Private
Bills office bad created a vacancy
which had not been filled up, and an
annual saving of, $850 had been
made. The expenses of Commit-
tees, extra sessional clerks, &c.,
had been reduced from $14,100 to
$13,000, and he had recommended the
Leader of the flouse to endeavor to
keep down the expenditure of the Com-
mittees as far as possible, and he
thought it would be kept down within
the estimates. The publishing of the
Debates in French swelled the amount
of that appropriation. It had been
put down at $15,000 this year. The
House, however, had nothing to do
with this expenditure, which was man-
aged by the Committee on the Debates.
There would have been a considerable
reduction in the expenditure on behalf
of this part of the public service had
it not been for the increased e'xpendi-
ture necessary in the publishing of the
Debates.

The following items were passed
without debate:

Expenses of- Committees, extra Ses-
sional Clerks, $13,000.

Contingencies, $20,140.
Publishing Debates, $15,000.
Salaries and Contingencies-per Ser-

geant-at-Arms estimate-$35,450.
On item of $12,000, grant to Parlia-

mentary Library, mcluding provision
for law books,

lion. Mr. MACKENZTE said the
grant last year was insufficient to pro-
cure what was considered necessary
for the purchase of law books. He
had directed the Librarian to consult
with parties at Osgoode Hall and Mon-
treal, with regard to the text books
that were to be obtained, and after
getting their opinion they found that
the sum required was more than was
anticipated.

Mr. BERTRAM called attention to
the disgracetul manner in which many
of the books in the library had been
mutilated, and suggested that some
measure should be adopted to prevent
it in future.
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Mr. SPEAKER said this had been
a serious complaint for some year
past, but it had been impossible so far
to prevent it. The Librarian was an
exceedingly careful officer, but there
were 300 gentlemen who were privi-
leged to go to the library and take
whatever books they pleased out of it.
3esides this, the Speakers of both
Hlouses were allowed to grant privi-
leges to a large number of persons of
this city on recommendation of mem-
bers of Parliament, to have access
to the library. It was impossible
when so many persons were allowed
to have the books, to prevent vandalism.
Some of the valuable and rare books
were not allowed out at all, and many
were kept under lock and key. If any
hon. gentleman could suggest any
means of preveiting the books from
being defaced he would be very glad to
adopt it.

Mr. YOUNG said the matter had
been before the Library Committee.
One reason of the abuse was that the
number of assistants was too small to
take care of the library, and in conse-
quence cf the Statute, they could not
increase them. The new library was
expeeted to be completed next year,
and there would be a railing in front
of the shelves, so that the public could
not have aecess to any of them without
asking an assistant.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
library was practically a free circula-
ting library to the people of this city,
and the Committee had devoted them-
selves to seeing how far this system
could be curtailed. He looked into the
library himself the other day, and he
found on the register the name of one
private person down for twenty vol-
unes. It could hardly be expected
that the whole Dominion should have
to contribute to keep up a free library
for the people of this city.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE thought it was
only reasonable that the libr ary should
be at the disposal of the members of
Parliament and the publie, but it was
intended that that priviege should not
be abused or that it should be turned
into a free-circulating library.

Mr. DOMVILLE said ho would be
very sorry to see the people refused

the use of the library within proper
limits.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said valu-
able books were taken out of the library
and scattered about the City, and it was
not the intention of the country in sub-
scribing $10,000 a year for this library
to provide a circulating library for
Ottawa.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thought it would
be unwise to deprive the members of
the Civil Service of the use of the
library, as every ineans should be
afforded them to improve their minds
by reading instead of spending their
leizuîre hours in a less profitable manner.
One means to prevent the books from
being abused would be to make it tho
duty of one person to note the condition
in which each book left the library and
returned; and when people found there
was such a check it would nake theni
more careful fnot to mutilate the
volumes.

Mr. MASSON said the Premier had
made the statement that one private
person had 20 volumes out of tle library
at one tiie. This showed fhere was
some lack of administration in th_-
Department, as members of Parliament
could have only three volumes out at
ono time. The people of Ottawa should
not be allowed greater privileges than
the members of this House.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON stated that as
long as the general publie, ineluding
school boys,were allowed to have access
to the books, they could not prevent
their defacement. He believed that
there were too many novels in the
library; the perusal ofthese works
demoralized the young people, render-
ing them unfitted, for the study of
scientific and historical works.

Mr. YOUNG announced that there
would be another meeting of the Joint
Committee, when ho would bring the
subject before it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE remarked
that they could not well have a more
efficient Librarian, but it was very dif-
ficult to arrange and keep proper
supervision over such a place, with an
ordinary staff.

On the item, $70,000, for printing,
printing paper and binding.
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Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained
that the increase of $20,000 over the
vote of last year was in consequence
of the representations made by the offi-
ciais that they found it impossible to
get through their work properly with-
out incurring additional expense.

Mr. YOUNG was sorry to see this
item increasing sa fast. Many years
ago the printing service of old Canada
got to be a great abuse, $150,000 being
expended in one year. The Printing
Coinmittee reduced it to $27,000, and
until lately the estimates were not uo
reasonable. A great deal of useless
matter was printed which might be
dispensed with.

After some further discussion the
item was passed.

The remaining items under the head
"Legislation" were also passed, and
the Committee rose and reported pro-
gress.

The Hlouse adjourned at Thirty min-
utes past Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMYlONS.

FaIDAY, March 17, 1876.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

THE INsOLVENCY ACT.

lon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
to amend the Insolvency Act of 1875.
-He said he had adopted several sug-
gestions which had been made to him,
but in all cases where an amendment
was not obviously necessary, it was
thought best to give the existing pro-
visions of the Act further trial. In
the Bill befbre the House provision
was made for the pn blication of notices,
not only in the Ugficial Gazette, but
also in local papers. This was done
to give the smaller creditors who did
not take the Oficial Gazette proper
notice. It would not increase the cost
of advertising, because instead of pub-
lishing it twice in the Official Gazette,
one notice would bu given in it and
the other in the local paper where the
insolvent estate was. Another amend-
ment provided for the examination of
certain witnesses under oath. Then,
with reference to securities, it was
proposed that all given under the 28th

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

and 29th sections of the Act of last
Session shall be deposited with the
Judge in the case, to be kept as a.
record of the Court. It was also pro-
posed that creditors might bave
inspection of security and, apply,
on notice to the Judge, for an order
that new or additional security be
furnished. The provision with respect
to costs would be a sufficient safeguard
against unnecessary applications. His.
attention had been called to the
insufficiency of remuneration in the
winding up of small estates. lie
proposed to give 7½ instead of 5 per
cent. on estates of $1 ,000. With regard
to judgments, he could not accede to
the request to make an exception in
the case of Nova Scotia, but had
decided to put all the Provinces on the
same footing. His amendment was as
follows:-" By the recovery of any
" judgment or recording of it, or by

any other proceding on the judg-
"ment," so that neither in Nova Scotia
or anywhere else could any efficiency
be given to a judgment unless theso
proceedings, which give it efliciency
under the Statute have been taken.

Mr. MACDONNELL (Inverness)-
Will that have a retroactive effect ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said it would
affect judgments only as to future in-
solvencies. Another provision was for
the collection of insolvency statisties,
which made it the duty of the official
assignees to furnish certain staitstics
to the (overnment for publication
annually.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
requested attention to three or four
matters which, in the practical opera-
tion of the Bill, had not been found to
work in the manner in which he
thought they had been intended to
apply. Clauses in the present Act
with reference to the sale of insolvent
estates, absolutely conflict with each
other. One provision stated that an
advertisement being given in the
Gazette, the sale of the estate might
take place en bloc, with the assent of
the majority of the creditors, but at
the same time two other clauses exist-
ed, one having reference to real estate
and the other to other estate, which-
while apparently the first clause gave
absolute power in this respect-ordered
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that advertisements should be made
for two months before it could be sold.
Different opinions had been held by
different local Judges and lawyers as to
the powers thus conferred, and there
was really ground for the greatest pos-
sible doubt being entertained in this
relation. The matter was of sufficient
importance, in his opinion, to merit
consideration in this lBill, There was
another point of great importance-
with regard to the position held by
banks concerning insolvency claims.
This occasioned great difficulty and
should be put on a clear and more
definite footing. Attention should also
be given to minor details in this con-
nection ; but the other matters he had
mentioned were really of great mag-
nitude.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Does the
hon. gentleman wish banks to have
exceptional rights ?

Hon. Mr. CAMERON-Not in the
least ; but the way in which their
claims should be treated should be
clearly defined in the Act.

Mr. PALMER remarked that a
great contest had taken place in the
Courts of Nova Scotia, which had been
only a short time settled, as to whether
the right of lien could be enforced in
any other way than by execution.
The Courts decided that this existed
without any reference to the execution
at all, and that it could be otherwise
enforced; the result was that recorded
judgments had been used as securities.
le was rather surprised to learn that
the Minister of Justice proposed to
sweep this right away without refer-
ence to future insolvencies. In the
Act of 1867, whatever lien and claims
were previously granted by law, were
preserved. He could not see why
this Act should not permit the same
liberty.

Hon. Mr. BLAKF-That is not the
form of the Act now on the Statute
Book.

Mr. PALMER-It is so provided
in the Act of 1869.

lon. Mr. BLAKE replied that he had
endeavoured to deal in this measure
with suggestions submitted to him.
The hon. member for Cardwell had
not, however, explained how he would
solve the difficulties he had mentioned.

51

Hon. Mr. CAMERON proposed to
add intersections; he thought these
defects could be cured without much
difficulty.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I will endeavour
to adopt the hon. gentleman's sugges-
tions, if the remedy is quite apparent.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON-I will send
them to you.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE considered that,
we should have a uniform system in
this connection throughout the country.
lowever, a provision could be inserted
preserving the rights of parties who
held liens, who could realize if they so
chose. He was quite willing, so far as
it was possible, to protect vested in-
terests.

Mr. MACDONNELL questioned the
power of the Dominion to deal with
the control of property in the Pro-
vinces. It was true the Act of Con-
federation gave power to the Dominion
Parliament to legislate in matters of
insolvency and bankruptcy, but he did
not think that would enable the Legis-
lature to interfere with the rights and
titles of property in the several Pro-
vinces.

The Bill was read the first time.

DISTRESSED SETTLERS IN MANITOBA..

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT submitted
the following message from lis Ex-
*ellency -

The Governor General transmits to
the House of Commons the accompany-
ing estimate of the sum required to be
appropriated to the relief of distressed
settlers in the Province of Manitoba,
and recommends the same to the House
of Commons.

Estimate of the sum to be appropri-
ated for the relief of distressed settlers
in Manitoba, $25,000.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
House had already been informed
that the Government felt themselves
compelled to assume the responsibility
of having a special warrant made out
for $60,000 for the relief of the settlers
in Manitoba, and the providing of seed
corn for the coming spring. It was
the impression of the Local Govern-
ment at the time and of the Hon. Lieut -
Governor that this sum would sufice.
Recent investigations, however, ha&

Distressed Bettlers [Mana 17, 1876.]



-706 Corrupt Practices

proved that this was not the ca e, and
he proposed to read a letter froni the
Lieut.-Governor on this subject. They
deemed it proper, Parliament being in
Session, that instead of acting on their
own responsibility they should bring
down a message in the usual way and
ask the House to sanction the additional
vote proposed. When they went into
Committee of Supply they would ask
the House to assent to this vote.

The Lieut.-Governor's letter was as
follows:

" OTTAWA, 16th March, 1876.
" The Hon. Alexander Macke nzie, First

I Minister of Canada.
SiR,-I have the honour to inform you

that before leaving Manitoba I ascertained
that the distress existing among the people of
the Province, owir g to the destru tion of the
crops by the grasshoppers was very severe

" At my request the Central Relief Com-
mittee deputed two of their members, the
Hon. James McKay, and J. W. Nixon, Esq.,
to visit the western section of the Province
and taake a personal investigation into the
circumstances of the settlers there, who are
largely composed of recent immigrants from
the Province of Ontario. I understand that
the report of these gentlemen fuily confirms
the repreoentations I had ruceived fiom the
people themselves as to their di.tressing cir,
cumstances. When the original application
for the loan of $60,000 to the sufferers was
made to you by my Oouncil, it was so made
after enquiries instituted.by them by letter
and by personal investigation ; and had not
the early closing of the Red River intercepted
the arrival of the supplies of provisions and
seed-grain, which it woult have procured,
-and thereby necessitated a large outlay for
winte r transport, that amount would probably
have proved sufficient to alleviate the dis-
tress. Under present circumstances, however,
with the knowledge I possess of the extent of
the desolation, from which so many of our
people in aIl sections of the Province are
suffering so painfully, I am under the neces-
sity of appealing to the Privy Council and
requesting that an additional sum of $25,000
may be granted, to be applied to the purchase
of seed-grain and provisions, as bas already
been asked for through me by the Central
Relief Committee. I regard the prompt grant-
ing of the request as a matter of the gravest
urgency, and would respectfully press it upon
you.

"I have the honour te be,
"Your obedient servant,

I ALEXANDER MORRIS,
"Lieut.-Gov. of Manitoba."

Since the Lieutenant-Governor had left
there he (Mar. Mckenzie) had received
a telegram on the subject from the per-
manent relief committee, and an urgent

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

telegram from Archbishop Taché, con-
firming still more strongly, if possible,
the absolute necessity of something
further being done to prevent very
great suffering. It would appear that
a very considerable number of the
population declined in the first place
to make known their real posi-
tion, hoping they might be able to
suetain themselves through the winter.
That hope, however, proved delusive.
The circumstances connected with
many of that class had just become
known, and it becane the duty of the
Government, in their estimation, to ask
for an additional sum, and they took
this method of doing it. He asked
that the House would give unanimous
consent to the course the Government
proposed to take.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER assured the
Government that their action in this
regard would receive the cordial sup-
port of the whole House. They were
all deeply interested in the question,
and most anxious to throw a large
population into that Province. No-
thing would be more fatal to that
effort than the allowing of that unex-
pected calamity to go by unrelieved.

ion. Mr. CARTWIGHT moved that
-His Excellency's message, together
with the the accompanying estimates,
be referred to the Committee of Supply.

The motion was carried.

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS.

On motion of lon. Mr. BLAKE, the
House then went into Committee on
the Bill to make more effectual pro-
vision for the administration of the
law relating to corrupt practices at
Elections of Members of the House of
Commons-Mr. Forbes in the chair.

On clause No. 6,
Hon. Mr. BLAKE said that, with re-

gard to the fixing of the minimum time
of service, he did not think any injus-
tice would result from the clause as it
stood.

The clause was passed with verbal
amendments.

In regard to clause No. 10,
Hon. Mr. BLAKE stated that it had

been suggested as a matter of con-
venience to give a name to the Court
in view of the affidavits and other
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papers being fyled in it. He proposed
in cômpliance with the suggestion to
insert the words after "Court of
Record," " In the name of the Court
for the summary trial of corrupt prac-
tices at elections."

The reiaining clauses of the Bill
were adopted without discussion.

The Committee rose and reported
the amendments, which were concurred
in.

The Bill was then read a third
the and passed.

THE MANITOBA SLBSIDY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
second reading of the Bill to provide
for the payment of a grant to the
Province of Manitoba. lie said that
in moving this motion he did not
require to say much concerning the
Bill, as the papers brought down by
message gave a full explanation of the
position of the Province, financially,
at the present time. The proposal
that was made was, in brief, to add to
the amount of money which they
received annually the sum of $26,-
746.96, in order that it might reach
the sum of $90,000 The Province had
-abolished the Upper House, and there-
by effected very considerable saving.
At the present time they were actually
without funds for the purpose of print-
ing the Sessional work just collected.
He hoped the House would not object
to the proposal of the Government.

Mr. RYAN said the amount pro-
posed to be added to the Manitoba
subsidy, although an inconsiderable
item in the finances of the Dominion,
would be a considerable one in those of
the Province. le was quite sure when
the news reached Manitoba it would
create general andprofound satisfhction.
11e wanted at the same time to say that
while they thought the Government
had made a move in the right direc-
tion they were of opinion the Govern-
ment had not gone quite as far as the
circumstances would justify. . It was
thought that in place of an increase to
$90,000, it should have been increased
to $100,000. Manitoba was the child
of this Dominion, and this relationship
imposed duties on both parties.

While the Province was bound to
,exercise a reasonable degree of econo-
imy in the administration of its finances,

5li

it was clear that the Dominion was
bound, since Manitoba had no other
resources, to allow subsidy adequate to
pay for the working of the machinery
of the Provincial Government. They
liad no other resources worth mention-
ing than the Dominion subsidy. In
other Provinces the public lands were
held by the Local Gôvernment, but in
Manitoba they were the property
of the Dominion. Direct taxation was
at present impracticable, because the
class of settlers in new countries was
generally poor, and for the first few
yevrs after their settlement had hcavy
expenses to meet. They were also sub-
jected to heavy expense by the extrava-
gant rates which the Kitson line
charged for freight. An attempt had
been made to break up this monopoly,
but it failed. During the past two years
the Province had been devastated by
locusts, and although there was good
reason to believe it would be many
years before they would again be visit-
ed by this plague, the settlers would
not be in a position to bear direct
taxation.

When Manitoba applied for an in-
crease of subsidy, they at the same
time submitted a statement showing
the expenditure of the Province to be
about $106,700. Since that time the
Legislative Council had been abolished,
but it would still be necessary to
increase the Dominion subsidy to $100,-
000 to enable Manitoba to pay its way.
He would move that it be increased to
that amount if he thought the Govern-
ment would give it their support. Since
the Federal Parliament had assumed
the responsibility of calling the Pro-
vince into existence, they should give
them the means to meet its necessary
expenditures. If the Minister of Justice
or any member of the Government
could suggest a source of revenue from
which to collect money or any way by
which the expenses of Government
could be reduced, such advice would
receive the serions consideration of the
people of Manitoba; and if it could
not convince them, it would at
least strengthen the hands of those
in the Province who were fighting for
economy and good government.

When Manitoba became a part of
this Confederation, 1,400,000 acres of
land were reserved for the children of
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lhalf-b eeds, in order to extinguish the
Indian title; but although six
yeairs had passed since, no part of
the reservation had been broken
u p, and many half-breeds bad sold their
rights to these lands for the merest
trifles. This delay in breaking up the
reserves was also a grievaice to the
settlers, who had been obliged to settle
at great distances from the capital. It
was also a source of expense to the
Province, because of the increased cost
of constructing roads and bridges to
reach such distant points. There was
also delay in issuing patents for lands.
Although three years had passed since
the Commission on this question was
appointed, not more than 5 per cent.
of the patents had been issued.

The hon. gentleman knew the evil
effect of land disputes in creating bitter-
ness and beart burnings ; and these
were rankling in the bosoms of the
people in every part of the Province,
embittering social intercourse, paralys-
ing local industry, and to a certain
extent preventing the investment of
foreign capital. These matters had
been subjected to such delay that if he
felt he did not direct attention to them
he wouldybe wanting in his duty.

Mr. MASSON did not oppose the
second reading, but rose to show
that the action of the late Government
in granting a subsidy of $65,000, which
was denounced at the time as reckless,
was fully indicated and justified by the
recommendations of the Administration
which could botter appreciate the
responsibilities of office. ln Quebec,
especially those wbo there had taken
a great interest in the addition to the
Confederation ofthe Western Provinces
had been severely condemned as having
been too liberal in their conditions. ý'

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated
that he had no recollection of ever
having objected to the finaneial
arrangements of the late Government
with the Province of Manitoba; and he
was all but certain that he never did so
object. The affirmation made was
sometiing like the statement that the
hon. gentleman had been offered a seat
in the Cabinet,

Mr. MASSON replied that he had
alluded to the hon. gentleman's friends
in Lower Canada as having voted

Mr.. RYAN.

against the terms then in question. As
to the other matter, ho thought that it
would have been in far better taste if
the hon. gentleman had said what he
now did when the hon. member who
first brought it up was present in the
House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE- did not
say it, because I did not know that he-
said anything of the kind.

Mr. MASSON-At least six days
have passed since it was said
and the hon. member should not have
waited until this moment when the
hon. member for Bagot was not in his
seat, to make the statement he has
done.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
member will understand that I know
my own business. There is not a word
of truth in the allegation; no such
offer was ever made directly or indi-
rectly.

lon. Mr. TUPPER stated that he,
did not have a perfect recollection of
the First Minister having objected to-
the late Government's proposals con-
cerning Manitoba ; but he was quite
sure that the hon. member did object,
simply because ho always objected to
everything the late Administration
did. A very grave difficulty, however,
existed ; the proposal of the Ad-
ministration had his most cordial
sanction, as the allowance of $65,000
was clearly too small for a Province
so situated, and a grant of $100,000,
he believed, would be approved ; but
ho begged to call attention to a motion
which had been moved on the previous
similar occasion, and to which the late·
Government had been so weak as to
assent. Mr. Oliver had moved in
amendment to the resolution, seconded
by Mr. Ma2ll, that the words "But
"the House is of opinion that no further
"grant or permission beyond those
"made by the Union Act, and the Act
"respecting Nova Scotia, should be
"made to any of the Provinces out of
"the revenues of Canada for the sup-
"port oftne Government or Legislature
"of any of the Provinces" be added to
the end thereof. This would teach them
all that it was not always well for
an Opposition to push advantages
to the greatest possible ex ent, and
he supposed that they would in this
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instance be obliged to go baek on the
principles recorded in this amendment
in the Joiirnals for the 31st of March,
1870, page 126.

Mr. SCHULTZ said after the full
,discussionof the subject by his hon.
colleague from Marquette, it was
-scarcely necessary for him to say more
than express his pleasure at the addi-
tional grant proposed to be made by
this Act to Manitoba. He joined the
hon. member for Marquette in thanking
the Ministry, and vould even go a
little further, and thank them for the
reception which they had accorded the
delegates from the Province. These
gentlemen had reported that not
only was their reception courteous but
every evidence given of a disposition to
deal fairly with any claim the Province
could show for better terms. While he
(Mr. Schultz) felt that for these things
thanks were due, yet he felt that the
amount granted would still be found
insufficient for the purposes of the
Province, and without going into any
of the ground already travelled over
by speakers who had preceded him, ho
would endeavour to show this briefly.
In the Minute of Council which
embodies the arguments used by the
Manitoba delegates, and the report of
the Sub-Committeee in the whole
matter, he found the following para-
graph :-

"The Sub-Committee are of opinion that
having regard to the whole circumstances of
the case, it would be proper, provided the
Local Government and Legislature should
make such changes in their system as would
(without diminishing the total aggregate
amount to be devoted to the great objects of
education, agriculture, public works, charity,
and administration of Justice,) bring down the
total expediture to a sum not exceeding (inde-
pendent of the amount of local revenues)

90,000 ; it would be proper to charge as an
advance on the debt account the balance due
the Dominion, and to invite Parliament to
make an additional annual grant to the
Province of $26,745.96, being the amount
'mecessary in order to raise its revenue deriv-
able from the Dominion to $90,000 ; such grant
to commence from the 1st day of July, 1875,
and to continue until 1881, when the Province
will become entitled to the increased popula-
tion allowance, based upon the census to be
taken in that year."

The Legislature of Manitoba, doubt-
less having in view the-se facts, granted
for the expenditure of the Government
for the current year, the following
sums:-

Civil Government....................$19,200 00
Total Legislation ..................... 12,200 00
Administration of Justice......... 10,000 00
Immigration and Agriculture..... 2,000 00
Charities and Hospitals............ 2,000 00
Public Buildings.......... ............ 5,000 00
Provincial Gaol ....................... 3,500 o
Road Service........................... 8,000 00
Education... ............................ 7,000 00
,Miscellaneous........ .... .......... 15,300 00
Special........................ ............ 800 00

Makinig a total of $95,000, which was
proposed to be covered by the $90,000,
whieh the subsidy would be under the
new arrangement, and an amount of
$5,000 expected toMpccrue from licenses
and the tax on wild lands. iNow, it
would be seen that for those expendi-
tures, which the Minute of Council has
considered of such importance as to be
specialv mentioned, the amounts were
almost ridiculously small. Immigra-
tion, for instance, was only $2,000 ;
Charities and Hospitals the same,
while the whole granted the Publie
Works IX'partment was the absurd
amou.nt of $5,000. These amounts
were quite insufficient, and he re;rretted
that the cGovernment had not seen fit
to grant the amount the delegates
asked for. He (Mr. Schultz) also
agreed with the hon. Member for Mar-
quette about the matier of half-breed
Lands, and he felt that the thriving
Canadian settlements of Springfield,
Summerside, Rockwood, Greenwood,
and Elanwood, were all being badly
treated in the matter of roads com-
municating with other parts of the
Province. With only five thousand
dollars to expend on Public Works, it
was useless to expect the Province to
do much, but le would endeavour to
show on another occasion that it was
the duty of the Dominion Government
to build these roads.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said that had
the Government consisted of a Lieu-
tenant Governor and Council, the
amount voted to the Province would
have been amply sufficient; but it
must be very clear to all, and es-
pecially to those who knew the great
expense of living in Manitoba, that
$90,000 would be very inadequate for
the expenses of a Government such as
they had, with so many officials. The
increase given would create general
satisfaction in Manitoba ; but he
thought they might have made it
$100,000. He was glad to be able to
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state that they had succeeded in mak-
ing very satisfactory arrangements
with two transportation companies, by
which means the rates would be greatly
reduced beyond those of former years.
With regard to the half-breed lands
there had been a good deal of dis-
satisfaction, but he had no doubt that
the matter was now being attended t:
by the Government.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he under-
stood his hon. friend from Terrobonne
to state that objection was made in the
louse by the hon. gentleman sitting

on those benches to the financial part
of the terms granted originally to the
Province of Manitoba. He had to say
in reply that he never heard any such
objection made, and he never made
such an oLjection himself. He had
in the country, but not in the House,
discussed the Constitution granted to
Manitoba, but not the financial terms.
They objected to the cumbrous sys-
tem of government given to a Province
with so sparse a population, and to the
conferring upon them of a government
so unsuited to them in every way.
What the Government was called upon
to do now was to ask Parliament to
provide, at the expense of Canada, the
defects in the systen which the late
Government originated. The pre ent
Administration had procured a simplifi-
cation of the Manitoba Constitution
and a reduction in the expenditure.
They could not ask the people to go
back to the point at which they started
originally, and therefore it bad been
necessary to supplement their income
at the expense of Canada. The refer-
ence which had been made to the ob-
jections raised to the increased terms
to Nova Scotia was not applicable to
this case. There was nothing incon-
sistent between their positions then
and that which they took now, The
terms given to Manitoba were given
by the people of Canada represented
in Parliament, and consequently they
had the right to change that arrange-
ment if they chose. Then, as to the
resolution which the hon. gentleman
said ought to teach them moderation,
he (Mr. Blake) hoped it would teach
moderation in a quarter where it was
more required. That resolution was
passed at a time when this particular
contract and the Province of Manitoba

Mr. SXITH.

was not in existence. And yet in face-
of that fact the hon. membercontended
that the circumstances were the same
in both cases.

lHon. Mr. TUPPER explained he
meant to say that when the whole of the
Provinces, as represented in this Par-
iiament, made a compact with Manitoba
for its admission on certain financial
terms, and they were ratified by the
Imperial Parliament, they stood on the
same footing. Prince Edward Island
came into this Confederation on the
understanding that certain arrange-
ments were made with Manitoba, and
the same principle applied to the latter
Province as to the original four.

Ion. Mr. BLAKE said the Provinces
did not make this agreement; the
Dominion of Canada made it. It was
a compact of the whole of Canada. It
might have been carried by a majority
ofmembers of Parliament from two Pro-
vinces against three or four adverse to
it, but still i.t would have been the act
of this Parliament. Although lie would
go as far for State rights now as he did
in the Nova Scotia controversy, he
could not destroy the efficiency of the
Confederation principle by admitting
that anything Parliament might law-
fully do it could not lawfully undo
without the Provinces themselves are
a party to the bargain. In the case of
Nova Scotia the objections were to the
altering of the fundamental part
of the compact of Union, without the
assent ofthe Provinces, and to the mode
in which the alteration had been nego-
tiated. Instead of negotiating with
the Local Government the late Admin-
istration perferred to deal with the
gentlemen who happened to sit in this
Parliament as the representatives of
the Province. In the case of Mani-
toba, the present Goverunient dealt ex-
clusively with the Government and
Legislature of that Province. He
denied there was anything inconsistent
in the course now pursued with the-
action taken in the case of Nova
Scoti.

Mr. PALMER said if he understood
the hon. gentleman right, he contended
that the Provinces which came in under
the 146th Section of the British North
America Act stood in a different posi-
tion constitutionally to the older Pro-
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vinces. To that he (Mr. Palmer) must
express his entire dissent. The British
North America Act was not only an
agreement between the four original
Provinces, but an agreement as to the
terms on which the others might come
into the Confederation. He held that
it was utterly impossible to bring in
other Provinces unless under this Act.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The North-West
Territories were admitted into the
Dominion ; we carved Manitoba out of
them.
* Mr. PALMER said the only ground
on which the grant to Manitoba could
be justified was that the money be-
longed to the people and could be
expended as they thought fit. There-
fore he did not object to it, but he did
object to the right claimed by the
Minister of Justice to deal differently
with the new Provinces brouglit into
the Dominion from the old ones.

Hon. Mr. POPE contended that this
Parliament had a perfect right to give
an increased subsidy to Nova Scotia or
any other Province of the Dominion if
it should be deemed expedient to do so,
and he thought it unwise to attempt
to bind this Parliament in such a way
that they could not pursue a certain
course it the exigencies should- arise
which would render it desirable. There
was no doubt when the resolution in
the case of Y ova Scotia was entered on
the Journals it applied not only to the
Provinces that were then in the Con-
federation, but to all that might subse-
quently be admitted.

There might be difficulties encoun-
tered in new sections of the country ;
but the same difficulties were exper-
ienced in connection with municipal
matters. The best remedy for this
state of things was to throw the re-
sponsibility on the people. He for bis
part had every confidence in the peo-
ple of Manitoba, endowed by the free
Gvernment condemned by hon. gentle-
men opposite. He would give them
nO mixed Government for it was best
for bhe people to legislate for
themselves. He would vote for this
-Bill with pleasure, as he had done
in connection with the grant of
better terms to Nova Scotia. H1e
believed that it was in the interest
of the Dominion that every Province

should have sufficient means to carry
on the Government without being op-
pressed. With regard to the record
on the Journal, he felt more sorry for
the Minister of Justice than for any
other member, because that bon. gen-
tleman was so nervous and so greatly
interested in being consistent.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I would ask at
this stage, if in accordance with the
usual practice on this day, the House
will adjonrn at six o'clock?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-We de-
sired to take up the Estimates this
evening, but we are quite willing to
have it understood that only those
items on which no prolonged discussion
will likely occur shall be considered.

Hon. Mr. TU PPER-In this case I
must say that I should feel it to be my
duty to be in my place.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON entirely
agreed with the Minister of Justice
with regard to the measure before the
House, as there was the greatest pos-
sible difference between it and the
instance to which reference had been
made.

Mr. BOWELL called the attention
of the Premier and of the House, with
regard to the broad declaration made
that no objection had been taken by
him to the terms granted Manitoba, to
the record in the Debates, in which Mr.
Mackenzie, now the Premier, was re-
ported to have said:-

" With regard, however, to the exces-
" sive expenditure which was to be im-
"posed on the Dominion by the ar-
"rangement of the Bill (the Manitoba
"Bill) it involved the amount of the
"debt, $416,500."

" Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER-$21,000
"a year."

"l Hon. Mr. MAcKENziE-Yes; there
"would then be $12,000 to make up at
"50 cents per head; and in addition the
"Government proposed to pay nearly
"$30,000 for the Local Government.
"lHe could scarcely conceive that the
"amount was necessary."

He thought that this was sufficient
evidence on that point.

He also found in the famous Aurora
specch, not a direct objection to the
Manitoba Bill, but sentinents enter-
Lained by the Minister of Justice,
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which were hardly consistent with his
present position.

The lon. Mr. Blake then said-" We
' are engaged in a very difficult task-

"the task of welding together several
"Provinces, which have been accus-
"tomed to regard themselves as isola-
"ted from each other, and which are
"full of petty jealousiestheir Provincial
"questions, and their local questions.
'How are we to accomplish our work ?

"lHow are we to effect a real Union
"between these Provinces ? Can we
4' do it by giving a sop now to one, now
"to another,after the manner ofthe late
'Government, by giving British Co-

"1lumbia extravagant terms, which
" have been referred to, and by giving
'Nova Scotia $150 a head for the ex-

"port duty, which cannot be made out
"as worth more than $65,000 a year?
"Do you hope to create and preserve
"harmony and good feeling, with such
"a false, and sordid, and mercenary

basis, as this ? Not so ! That day
'I hope is gone for ever."

Apropos of another matter, he found
it on record that the hon. member for
Terrebonne might possibly if he de-
sired have had the position of the,
President of the Council. The
Premier's name had not been mentioned
nor had the House been informed how
the offer had been made.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-No offer was
made.

The Bill was read the second time,
.and the House rose for recess.

AFTER RECEss.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

The following Bills were read the
third tine and passed :-

Respecting the capital of the Great
Western Railway Company, and for
the capitalization of certain charges
and liabilities.

To authorize the shareholders of the
Permanent Building and Savings So-
ciety to change the name of the said
society.

To authorize the shareholders of
the Provincial Permanent Building
and Savings Society to change the
name of the said society.

To amend the Act incorporating
The 0 nada Shipping Company.

Mr. BOWELL.

The following Bills were read the
second time :-

To incorporate the British Canadian
Investment Company (limited).

To extend the Act of last Session,
intituled : "An Act relating to the
Upper Ottawa Improvement Com
pany."

To incorporate the Atlantic and
Pacific Mutual Fire and Marine In-
surance Company.

To enable Ozro Morrill to obtain a
patent for certain inventions and im-
prove ments in sewing machine shuttles.

To amend the Act thirty-five Vic-
toria, Chapter one hundred and eight,
intituled : " An Act to amend the Act
incorporating the London and Cana-
dian Loan and Agency Company
(Limited)."

Respecting the Canada Southern
Bridge Company.

To incorporate the National Trust
and Investment Company of Canada,
(Limited).

To incorporate the Chartered Bank
of London and North America.

To ameud the Act incorporating
the Ottawa Gas Company, to confirm
a resolution of their shareholders
placing preferential and ordinary
stock on the same footing, and to con-
firm,-amend and extend their corporate
powers.

To authorize the shareholders of
the Security Permanent Building and
Savings Society of St. Catharines
to change the name of the said society.

To amend the charter of the St.
Lawrence Bank, and to change the
name ofthe said bank.

W. O'DONOHUE.

Mr. COSTIGAN-In order that no
hon. member would be taken by sur-
prise, gave notice that on the next occa-
sion when the motion was made for the
Ilouse to go into Committee of
Supply, he would move in amendment:
-That the Speaker do not now leave
the Chair, but that it be resolved that
whereas this louse did on the 13th of
February last vote an Address to ier
Majesty, praying that a full amnesty
be granted to ail persons connected
with the North-West troubles, for all
aets committed by them during the said
troubles, saving only Louis Riel, Am-
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lbrose Lepine and W. D. O'Donohue; and
that a like amnesty was granted to Louis
Riel and Ambrose Lepine conditional
on five years'banishment from Her Ma-
jesty's Dominions, thereby excluding
W. D. O'Donohue from tho benefits of
such amnesty; and whereas the said
W. O'Donohue has since written the
following letter-(here he read the
letter submitted to Parliament last
:Session)-in the opinion of this House
the Government should at once insti-
tute a thorough enquiry into the
statements contained in said letter, in
order that justice may be done in the
premises.

lon. Mr. BLAKE suggested that
the motion should be placed on the no-
tice paper.

After a brief discussion the sugges-
tion was adopted.

SUPPLY.

The House went into Committee of
,Supply, Mr. Scatcherd in the Chair.

On the item, $25,000 for the relief of
the distressed settlers in Manitoba,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained
that the roason why this sum was
asked for without being placed in the
estimates in the usual way, was in
consequence of representation made to
the Government that the case was
urgent and would not admit of even a
week's delay. The roads would soon
break up, and it was important that
the grain should be forwarded at once
for the use of the settlers this spring.

Mr. SCHULTZ-Is this a gratuity
or a loan?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-It is a
loan.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the money
was advaneed to the settlers and
mortgages were taken on their lands
for its repayment.

Mr.SCHIULTZ objected to mortgages
being taken for such small amounts as
four or five bushels of wheat given to
each settler. It would be much botter
to take payment by note.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the people of
Manitoba had shown such an indepen-
dent spirit that they declined to accept
a gift from the Government. They
IWanted relief, but they were willing to

repay anything that migit be advanced
to them, and they could not, therefore,
object to giving a mortgage.

Mr. SCH1ULTZ said he was aware of
the independent spirit of the people,
and he did not ask that repayment
should not be exacted. What he did
contend was that a note would be more
convenient than a mortgage for such a
small advance as four or tive bushels
of wheat.

ion. Mr. TUPPER said no one was
more ready than lie was to give hearty
support to the proposition of the Gov-
ernment for the relief of the settlers in
Manitoba. le entirely agreed with
the hon. member for Lisgar in the ob-
jection to this Government becom-
ing the mortgagee of the peo-
ple individually. There had been
some experience of the mode
in which that was worked out in the
township of Proton, Ontario. A per-
son named Nixon was dispatched to
Proton on the eve of an election to
bring the power of the Crown Lands
Department to bear on the settlers to
influence their votes. It was not de-
sirable that such a scandal should be
repeated on a large scale; and in a
wider field. This same Nixon was now
the agent of the Dominion Government
in the North-West. The first stop was
taken, and the next would be the mort-
gaging of the settlers' lands. He ob-
jected to that. It was bad enough to
have to pay the cost of transportation,
and $6 a day to an official out of this
advance, without putting the additional
expenses of a mortgage on each settler.
It would be better a thousand times to
let the people suffer than to deprive
them of their freedom, as ho had rea-
son to believe they would be if this
course were taken. He hoped the
Government would reconsider the mat-
ter and abandon the idea of taking a
mortgage from the settler to whom
an advance was made.
• Hon. Mr. BLAKE replied that the
question was not whether there were
hurgry men; the proposition was not
to relieve all who were suffering from
want of bread. Settlers in that Pro-
vince-persons who were invited to
settle on Dominion lands-had been
met by a sudden calamity which had
deprived them of the fruit of their
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labours. The grasshopper had con-
sumed their harvest, and they were
without means; so much for the limi-
tation of the grant.

Then the hon. gentleman said that the
farms ought not to be mortgaged ; but
he did not understand the hon. member
to say that these sums ought to be
made free gifis. Was that his view?

lon. Mr. TUPPER-No.
lon. Mr. BLAKE-The bon. gen-

ileman acknowledged that this ought
mot to be done. Then these settiers
were to remain debtors of the Govern-
ment, with the power to exact, or re-
]mit, or postpone the payment, or order
the immediate payment of the debts
incurred. The Administration was to
be able to oppress or exercise leniency,
and the only difference between them
was that the land ought not to be
mortgaged; and w-as not the argument
as to influence being brought to bear on
voters, as potent with regard to the
ene as to the other position ? It was
perfectly clear that the moment the
hon. gentleman conceded the admis-
sion he did, this was fatal to his case,
and his inferences became totally illu-
Bory. If they were debtors to the Go-
vernment, this should be put in the
clearest possible way.

The hon. gentleman had referred
to tranasactions which had occasioned
considerable comment, but with
bis usual unfortunate inaccuracy,
was mistaken about names ; but
as the Finance Minister had remarked
on one occasion, there was twenty per
cent. of accuracy in the statement. A
person called-

lion. Mr. TUPPER-Mr. Lewis.

lon. Mr-.,BLAKE-It now appeared
that the hon. gentleman knew that it
was Mr. Lewis who was concerned
in the matter, but he had preferred an
aptness of illustration to accuracy of
statement, in order to make a point.
'The hon. gentleman had no right to
say that Mr. Nixon was an emissary
of the Government. H11e gave to this
statement the flattest possible contra-
diction. He was First Minister of the
Govefnment at the time, and it had
then been clearly shown that Mr.
Nixon was not an emissary of theirs.
Although the conduct of Mr. Lewis

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

was reprehensible, he observed that he-
(Lewis) had issued a pamphlet in,
which he disproved the charges against
himself ; but as it appeared to him
(Mr. Blake) the evidence proved that
his conduet had been reprehensible in
the extreme ; yet he always stated
that he did not have the slighest
authority for what he had said to the-
parties in question regarding the in-
tentions of the Government.

lion. Gentlemen-Hear! hear!
Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Hon. gentleman

could " hear! hear," but it was en-
tirely too late even for the persistence
of the calumnators of the faction, to
which the hon. gentlemen belonged,
to go this length.

Mr. BOWELL-What about the in-
terview with Mr. MacKellar in his
shirt-tail ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The whole of
this story bas been spread before the
country. The evidence I believe was
taken on oath ; and on the whole, no
honest, no fair-minded, and no candid
man careful of his reputation, could
come to conclusions based on it, ad-
verse to the Government of which I
was head at the time.

Hon. -Mr. TUPPER could only say
that he had not felt it necessary to ex-
plain the circumstances connected with
this matter, and he suggested to the
Minister of Justice that the difficulty
mentioned could be obviated by leav-
ing the payment by the settlers open,
as the object was merely to afford re-
lief through the Government; it would
not be accepted as a gratuity, and the
understanding should be that these
persons should pay it back when they
felt able to do so; but no mortgages
were to be taken. The bon. gentle-
man said that this aid was to be ex-
tended exclusively to men, who where
the owners of the lands-

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Settlers.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The owners of

the lands; if they be not owners they
cannot give mortgages.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Settlers.
ion. Mr. TUPPER-The hon. gen-

tleman need not draw fine-spun legal
subtleties here. They were the owners-
or had a right to the lands, or mortga-
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ges would be useless. If they could
not pay the Government would
be the loser, and it would be a
thousand times better for the Govern-
ment to make a free gift of it out and
out than to have any such relations
with individual settlers as was pro-
posed. He had never said that there
was a duty of $1 a ton levied on ships.
He bad never said that the hon gentle-
men had proposed to levy a duty of $1
a ton, and that it had been prevented by
the fact that the tariff was not found
acceptable by the House. lis (Hon.
Mr. Tupper's) statement was not 20
per cent. astray, while the hon. gentle-
man's statement was 80 per cent astray.
It had been asked why he was not ac-
curate in the statement of the facts he
had made. It was because he wanted
to spare the Hon. Minister of Justice.
H11e di not want to tell the House a
truth to which the hon. gentleman
could not listen without a blush. He
did not care to state then that Mr.
Lewis went on that dishonourable and
corrupt mission with money furnished
by the partner of the Hon. Minister of
Justice. This transaction and others
of a like kind had undermined the
confidence of the people of Ontario in
the hon. gentleman, and it was trans-
actions of this character that had
swept away his supporters from
seven of the finest Reform con-
stituences and returned his oppon-
ents instead. It was such tram actions
as these that had swept away the over-
mastering majority of the Government
in Ontario and left them in the posi-
tion they now occupied. He hoped
the hon. gentleman was now satisfied.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said it was due to a
public servant who was unable to speak
for himselfthere, that what the honour-
able gentleman said should not remain
uncontradicted. He was convinced
that there was no evidence--he spoke
subject to correction-that there was
no evidence in the investigation in ques-
tion on which Mr. Nixon was proved
to have said or done anything which
ought not to have been said or done.
He did not recollect any evidence
which in the slightest degree affected
Mr. Nixon in reference to the allega-
tions which Lewià made. That state-
ment was due to Mr. Nixon, who was
iu a distant part of the country dis-

charging able and efficient duties which
he was called upon to discharge. The
matter had been thoroughly investigat-
ed, and he had only to state that the
allegations constituted an infamous
scandal.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) held that
many of the individuals to whom
money was lent by the municipalities-
would never pay back the money they
owed unless they were compelled to do
so by the Government. It was neces-
sary some way should be devised to
collect the amounts, and he considered
that they were in duty bound to assist
in getting back this money. If the-
Government undertook to do w'hat
had been suggested by the hon. member
for Cumberland, the people would
soon know it. They would be held
responsible for the collection of this
money, and if they used it for the
purchase of support the country had
intelligence enough to find it out.

Mr. DYMOND said Mr. Nixon's
connection with the Proton affair was
not only never proved, but it was abso-
lutely disproved. That Mr. Nixon had
ever committed any offence against
electoral purity had never been sub-
stantiated. The charge was first
brought against him in a disreputable
newspaper which terminated a dishon-
ourable career some years ago.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said that not-
withstanding the disreputable charac-
ter of that journal, the support of one of
the gentlemen connected with it was
acceptable to the'Government.

Mr. IDYMO>NID said that Mr. Robert-
son had been engaged by a newspaper as
advertisement agent in London, but he
failed to see how that circumstance
made him a supporter of the Govern-
ment. The charges were first made
in the newspaper referred to, and it
was a cruel, dastardly and infamous
slander.

The story with regard to Mr. Mc-
Kellar was no more just than that re-
lating to Mr. Nixon, so far as anything
corrupt or discreditable to him as a
Minister was concerned. No man in
Ontario held a higher reputation for
veracity, and it was in consequence-
of the high estimation in which he was-
held throughout the country that the
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()pposition and their press hurled such
slanders against him.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said if Mr. John
Ross Robertson was the disreputable
character which the hon. member for
North York had represeinted him to be,
it was anything but creditable for the
ýGlobe to employ him on its staff, and it
-was rather singular that the men who
claimed to be leaders of the Party of
Purity should reward the writer of the
articles they complained of by an ap-
pointnent to an emigration agency in
Ireland. The proposition of the Gov-
ernment was fraught with corruption
and danger to the last degree to the
liberties of the people. Let the prin-
ciple once be established that the Gov-
ernmeit can take the money of the
people out of the Treasury and use it
for the purpose of lending it to indivi-
-duals, taking mortgages on their pro-
perty as security, and the rights of the
people are seriously tampered with.

Mr. YOUNG said the principal ob-
ject was to know that this money would
be repaid at some time or another, not
so much for the amount of money in-
volved, as to prevent the establishment
of the principle that any distressed
portion of the community might look
for aid from the public exchequer. If
the objection urged against this propo-
sition could be held valid, it would ap-
ply with equal force to the suggestion
of hon. gentlemen opposite.

Mr. BOWELL said so far as he
was concerned he gave the Minister of
Justice the greatest possible credit for
the Bills he had intrôduced this Session
in order to stamp out the corrupt prac-
tices which had been e&posed in some
of the Ontario election trials. His
course was in marked contrast to that
of the gentleman he had taken from
the bench to act as leader of bis party
in the Ontario Legislature, and who
had introduced Bills to whitewash
every man who had been found guilty
of corruption and disqualified under
the law.

The only question really was as to
the best possible way in which the
relief could be given without placing
those who were the recipients-if he
might use the tern--of this favour in
e position in which any Government
wcould exercise any control over them

Mr. DYMOND.

in the future. H1e believed that the
suggestion of the hon. member fo
Cumberland was the most proper ; the
money should be loaned to the Provin-
cial Parliament, which should be held
responsible, and this would be a much
better plan than the taking of mort-
gages. When Quebec was in great
part burned down, a considerable suim
of money had been voted in aid of the
sufferers, and it was known that this
had been used as a lever by the sup-
porters of candidates during subse-
quent elections.

Ion. Mr. kAIRD did not think that
they would in any way mend the matter
by empowering the Local Government
to collect the money, as the arguments
concerning political influence would
have the same bearing and greater
force in this connection. The latter,
moreover, did not desire to assune this
responsibility. Very few of these
settlers had received their patents for
these lands, and the Dominion Admin-
istration was in the best position to
arrange the matter. le did not think
that there was any ground for appre-
hending danger as to the use of the
power held over the settlers in order
to secure political ends.

Mr. PLUMB stated that the Min-
ister of the Interior's statement had
strengthened the argument that this
matter should be placed under the
control of the Local Government,
which could deal with it better than
any agent of the Dominion Cabinet so
far distant from the scene of operations.
He thought that they were all en-
deavouring to find the best means of
acting, and he trusted that the plan
he mentioned would commend itself to
the good sense of the House. He
doubted whether it was desirable to
hamper the settlers' lands with liens;
but if it was necessary, there would be
no difficulty in doing so, as the Govern-
ment, in most cases, held the titles to
the lands. The money should be dis-
tributed fairly, and put into such
hands as would best serve their pur-
poses.

The item was passed.
Item 52, $3,000, to meet expenses

connected with the care of archives
being taken up,
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lon. Mr. POPE alluded to the
collections of interesting documents in
this country and Europe upon which
the' history of Canada would, in a
measure, be based. Mr. Brymner, a
gentleman who, previons to his ap-
pointment, had been employed in the
ofce of the Herald (Montreal), had
been sent to London, and Mr. Verrard
to Paris; they had searched the
archives preserved in those two cities,
and had made important discoveries.

At this point, as the Hon. Mr. Pope
had not brought with him papers to
which he desired to refer, the item
was left over for consideration at
another time.

lon. Mr. TUPPER then called
attention to the fact that the item
which had been previously entered in
order to provide for salaries and con-
tingent expenses of the established
office, ialifax-amount, $4,100-had
been omitted. The Union Act provid-
ed that the collection of statistics
should appertain to the general G-ov-
ernment. At the time of its passage
there existed in Nova Scotia a law to
which the people of that Province
attached very great importance, re-
quiring the preparation of statisties.
They had been willing to charge
themselves with the expenditure
necessary for this purpose and continue
the system which was the best of the
kind in the Dominion ; and they had
not supposed that the time would
arrive when this Government would
remove the appropriation for this pur-
pose. Vital statistics were very im-
'portant, and to procure them in proper
form was one of the first duties of an
Administration. He did not know of
any country to which such a system
would be .of greater advantage than to
Canada. It was one of the means by
which the outside would become ac-
quainted with matters of extreme im-
portance in connection with the
system of immigration-such as health
and climate, &c. He regretted the
proposal of the Government on several
grounds, and he would observe that
-Nova Scotia would have great reason
to complain on account of it.
It was due to their own reputations
that the Government should bring for-
'ward reforms, and he suggested that
this system would be one of the most

valuable improvements which could be,
inaugurated. Besides it would save
their reputations by leaving one re-
form behind them on the Statute Boo ks.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT was very
glad to hear that the hon. gentleman
had some good intentions. The Gov-
ernment had considered this matter
and found great difficulties in the way
of carrying out any system of statistics
worthy of the name, and it was not desir-
able to have any partial system. With
respect to the question immediately
before them, the item had been omitted
by a clerical error; the system was in-
tended to be continued this year, but
they would :announce their intention
to abolish it next. He could give-
little hope of the adoption of a
general system of statistics; the ques-
tion of expense was too serious. He
would feel it his duty as to the matter
in hand to bring down a supplemental
estimate.

Hon. Mr. POPE referred to the-
great importance of a proper system
of- statistics, remarking that among
its many advantages would be that of
enabling his hon. friend to ascertain
the exact basis on which to raise his
revenue. The system was really of
necessity to the country, and would
probably not cost more than $150,000.
It would show the- world we had a
most healthy country and would in
that way attract emigrants.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said his
hon. friend's estimate of the cost
was well within the mark; $150,000
would not at all meet the expenses of
the system. From a legal point of view,
however, it would be practically im-
possible to carry it out, and if the hon.
gentleman came to consider the matter
lie would recognize that fact.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER was glad that
the system immediately under review
was not to be abolished this year, as it
would leave another year for its consid-
eration, and he hoped the question
after this discussion would be recon-
sidered. It was not exactly fair,
in view of the fact that the Province
of Nova Scotia provided for the service
before Confederation, that it should
now be abolished.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Committee must remember that the ser-
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vice is not really performed for
the money voted tin Nova Scotia.
To make the statisties practially
useful required more than three
times the amount asked, and it was
of little real value unless a larger
sum was spent. In Ontario the muni-
ýcipal law enabled the compilation of
an exact system of statistics regarding
real and personal property,- and vital
statistics will be added this year. The
.system, however, had been acknow-
ledged practically useless up to this
moment, but by the adoption of an
energetic administrative measure it
would soon be made more effective.
In Lower Canada it was admitted that
the record of births and deaths was
much more accurate than anywhere
else, and it was a system which cost
very little to the Dominion. Statis-
tics of real and personal property were
necessary to let the people in Europe
know what the average wealth of our
people is. In addition, statistics of
trade were valuable. Our Navigation
Returns were prepared in such a way
as not to be so available as carefully
condensed tables of districts. The
railway system of Canada was now
very extensive, and when any new
project came up, some of the Directors
go to England and endeavour to obtain
money on the issue of bonds, but they
had absolutely no means of laying
before the public the real position of
every part of the road and its relation
to other roads. Every company of
any size got up a map, sometimes
showing its own line in a favourable
ligh4, and the other roads in a crooked
manner. An authoritative volume
giving full particulars regarding the
railways of the Dominion was of ex-
treme necessity, and they had taken
pains to prepare such a book, which
would be placed in the hands of mem-
bers in a few days; and the engineers
were preparing a map, showing with
perfect accuracy every railway in the
Dominion. Personal statistics were
rather beyond their power, a fact
which was recognized by the hon.
member for Cumberland and his col-
leagues in not pushing their Bili to its
legitimate conclusion-a place on the
Statute Book.

Mr. PLUMB stated that a complete
system of statisties would be of great

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE.

service to the Government, the publie
and the country.

Mr. BROUSE called attention to the
necessity of the establishment of a
Bureau of Sanitary Statisties. It was
one of the most important questions
that could engage the attention of the
House; and any money expenditure in
thatrdirection he was certain would be
acquiesced in by the country. He
showed that in Maine the death rate
had been greatly reduced by improved
sanitary measures, and a corresponding
reduction would take place in Canada
if similar measures were adopted.

lon. Mr. POPE thought a more
efficient system than that before the
bouse was required.

item No. 53, fbr $6,500, to meet
expenses in connection with the organ-
ization of the Patent Record, and
item No. 54, for $5,000, to meet
expenses in connection with the pre-
paration of Criminal Statisties was
adopted without discussion.

On the item of $100,C00 to meet the
probable expenditure required in con-
nection with the Philadelphia Exhibi-
tion,

IMr. BOWELL asked if there was
any probability that the $100,000
passed last session would be sufficient,
or whether it was intended to bring
down any new sum in the supplement-
ary estimates.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was
surmised that it would be sufficient,
together with the sums the Provinces
would vote in addition.

Mr. YOUNG said that although it
was desirable to keep the expenditure
in this matter as low as possible,
yet it was also desirable Canada should
make a good display there. The fruit
growers desired $2,000 in addition to
the sum already awarded them in order
to enable them to make the exhibition
creditable to Canada. He would prefer
to see the amount increased rather
than the Canadians should not make a
first-class display.

Mr. DOMVILLE was opposed to
further expenditure in this direction,
believing that the depressed condition
of the country would not warrant a
larger appropriation than $100,000.
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Mr. JONES (Leeds) thought $100,-
4000 would cover the whole cost.

Mr. PLUMB hoped that if the fruit
growers wanted assistance that they
would receive it out of the $100,000,
.and that if that sum was not sufficient
that a further sum would be granted.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER considered the
-credit of the country was com-
mitted, and he hoped nothing would be
spared that was absolutely necessary
to make that exhibition thoroughly
-creditable to the country.

The Fruit Growers' Assoeiation here
as well as in Nova Scotia having ex-
hausted their means, and their applica-
tion for aid in this regard having been
refused for want of funds, he thought
that, as probably these associations had
no funds on which to draw, the Finance
Minister should be asked to put into
the supplementary estimates an addi-
tional sum-say $20,000-which if ne-
cessary could be used for their pur-
poses.

The item was passed.
Item 58, providing fcr the expendi-

ture of $5,628.50 for new militia pen-
sions, passed without discussion.

Item 59, appropriating $50,000 to
meet the probable amount required for
pensions paid to veterans of the War
of 1812, being taken up,

Hon. Mr. VAIL explained that
though this sum had been expended
last year, thirty or forty veterans still
remained to be paid. It was believed
that this appropriation would be suffi-
cient during the present year, as a
number of pensioners had died; the
diminution on this account would
probably amount to twenty.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) enquired
whether there was any provision for
the payment of the pension to the
widows or orphans of those who died
before the money reached them.

Hon. Mr. VAIL replied that it was
quite impossible to meet these claims.

Mr. BIROUSE would have liked to
Iseo the vote doubled and $50 in lieu
of $20 paid to each of these veterans,
many of whom were extremely poor.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER could. not see
why the claims of the widows and or-
phans of applicants should not be
honoured; it was a mere question of

distribution, and these cases woul d be
very few-not twenty cases at the
outside.

Mr. MACDOINALD (Cornwall) re-
gretted that the vote was not increased.
The sum appeared to be very small.

Mr. MASSON took the opportunity
to ask whether it was intended to give
a gratuity to the widow of a Judge who
had recently died ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE had no objection
to answer the question at once. A
memorial in this relation had been
presented ; a two month's allowance,
as was done under the circunstances in
the cases of all public servants deceased,
had been granted, but the Goverament
did not intend to give a pension.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) suggested
that as an inducement to citizens to
serve in the Militia, grants of wild
lands, which did not appear at present
to be of great demand, should be held
out to them, to be given after a certain
period of service had expired. Unless
some such thing was done, under our
present system he believed that the
volunteers would very largely dis-
appear.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-We can-
not hold out any encouragement in
that direction.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thought that
the object of Parliament had not been
attained with regard to the pensions
given to the veterans of 1812. No hon.
member had supposed that $20 would
only be received by each of thein, but
rather $50. He hoped that the Gov-
ernment would reconsider the matter.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman must remember that a very
large number who received $20 are
very well off, some moving in the first
circles of society, they having pressed
their clàims. There must be a limit
to these public allowances, and if pos-
sible, we should discriminate, but that
is extremely difficult and cannot be
entertained.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER was of opinion
that the establishment of the longovity
of Canadians proven by the number of
these veterans who had made good
their claims was worth all the money
expended in that connection; it was
very important for the country, which
has-
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lHon. Mr. BLAKE-So few doctors.
Hon. Mr. TTJPPER-Reasons for in-

ducing immigration.
Mr. WOOD agreed with the hon.

First Minister that the large majority
of those men are wealthy.

Mr. BROUSE suggested that a cer-
tain number of medals should be struck
off and the pensioners allowed to take
them instead of money if they so de-
sired. Some of the wealthy mon
would prefer the medals so that they
could hand them down to their child-
ren.

Mr. GIBSON thought $40 instead of
$20 might be given, as the men were
passing away rapidly.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said there was just
one way of making a discrimination.
Those of the veterans who are well off
could refuse their pensions, and the
money could be distributed among
those who are poor.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) had no
doubt many of them would accept a
medal as a reconnaisance, but in his
section of the county, where the men
were not so rich, Most of them would
take the money.

The itcm was passed.
Item 60, consideration to pension-

ers in lieu of land, $8,000 was carried.
On item, $7,000, for care and main-

tenance of properties transferred from
the Ordnance and the Imperial Gov-
ernment, including rents, under the
heading of Militia,

Mr. DOMVILLE enquired what steps
had been taken with regard to the
Government lands at Fredericton.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said nothing had
been done except to put a portion of
the lands not required for military pur-
p ses into the hand of the Minister of

Interior to be disposed of.
Mr. DOMVILLE said there were

some squatters on the land.
lon. Mr. LAIRD said there were

none except those who were under
lease.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac), asked
whether it was proposed to dispose of
the Ordnance lands in the vicinity of
Ottawa. He was informed that
Cartier Square was being surveyed

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

and laid out into lots for sale,
and that the rest of the Ordnance lands
in the vicinity of the city were being,
surveyed also for sale.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The lan&
in question has not been surveyed; the-
Government will act in that as in other
matters in the public interest.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he consid-
ered the hon. gentleman's reply was an
insult to the House. Parliament re-
presented the people, and the Govern-
ment were not despotic cuntrollers of
the Dominion. It was nothing new
for the Premier to give such answers,
but it was an abuse of power.
11e would like, for instance, to-
ask if he were not afraid to-
subject himself to similar insult,
by what authority the Government
had undertaken to deal with Major's;
HJil in this city, in the way they had.
done, without consulting Parliament.
Ile was not discussing t he policy or
impolicy of the couise of the Govern-
ment, but the position wvas that the-
Government had no right to doal with
the publie property irrespective of
authority obtained from Parliament.
Hfe did not think a greater wrong
could be inflicted on the people of
Ottawa than to divide Cartier Square
into lots and dispose of them. It was
on the faith of that being reserved as a
public square that parties invested their
money in adjoining lots, and expended
large sums of money in constructing
buildings, so that it would be a great
wrong to make any disposal of the
property that would prevent it from
remaining a public square. Such a
place was necessary for the health of
the community, a breathing space for
those who were compelled by circum-
stances to live in the city.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said ber
supposed he should feel sorry for hav-
ing incurred the hon. gentleman's
displeasure,but the hon. gentleman was
getting so into the habit of using this
extravagant language, that notody
cared how often he used it. The hon.
gentleman had no right to assume such
a tone. He held that with respect to»
that property, and all other property,
the Government had acted in the pub-
lie interest. He had given the only
answer that should be given, and it
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was his answer now. The law gave
them power to say how public
property should be disposed of. The
Government did not hold Cartier Square
for the benefit of the city. If the city
had a right in that square, then the
Government had no right to dispose of
it; if the city had no rights in the
property, the Government had a right
to dispose of it. If the hon. gentle-
man knew the city had rights in it,
and was correct, then the Government
could not violate the law of the land;
but if the hon. gentleman was wrong,
and the people had no rights, it was
the duty of the Government to dispose
of the property as they thought proper
in the public interests. The people of
Ottawa had no more right to the pro-
perty of the Government in this city
than in any other part of the Dominion,
and he did not think it was the duty of
the Government to give a public park
to the city, simply because a few par-
ties had to reside there. With regard
to Major's Hill, the Government had a
right to dispose of it as they had done.
They had given it on a conditional
lease to the city of Ottawa-on condi-
tion of making certain improvements
which necessitated the expenditure of
$15,000, and the Government retained
the right to resume the property any
time they liked. 11e did not think it
was in the publie interest that Major's
-Hill should be sold or divided into
town lots. It was close too the Public
Buildings, and he considered that it
was necessary for their safety that
it should not be built up.

Mr. WIRIGHT (Pontiac) said a large
number of people were interested in
this property, and he thought he was
entitled to an answer.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
utterly impossible for him to give any
other answer than that he had already
given. They had no plan with regard
to the sale of the property to. make
public.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER held that the
Government had no right to dispose of
publie property without the consent
of Parliament.

[Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE said he did
not think the hon. member for Cum.
berland was serious in his statement
that the Government had not the

52

power they claimed in this relation.
These acts were Executive acts, with
which the Administration was en-
trusted by Parliament, to which they
were responsible. The charge was
very grave; and he proposed that the
hon. gentleman would at some proper
time formulate it, and give the House
occasion to ascertain whether he could
sustain it by argument and not by
mere assertion.

The late Administration had, in an
instance which related to the city of
London, acted in a manner similar to
the present Government, showing that
their views in this regard were the
same; he had no doubt that other
such instances existed.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER replied that
with reference to Major's Hill, the
Government had abused its power,
having absolutely disposed of an ex-
tensive area of public property which
would have brought a great sum of
money, if sold in the ordinary way, for
the whole people of this country to
whom it belonged. Five miles of rail-
way had been given away; and had
the hon. gentleman who sat along side
the Minister of Justice power to do
this ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I do not know
anything about it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--Then the hon.
gentleman had shut his eyes at it, for
the Minister of Public Works by his
own hand, without the consent of Par-
liament, had made a contract giving.
away five miles of railway, and had

· passed an Order in Council, without
any reference to Parliament and with-
out having a single line stating that
his action was subject to the appr.oval
of Parliament. What was more, the
Administration had no power to touch
one dollar of the people's money with-
out authority to give it away. The
Government had also bound itself to-
relay five miles of railway.

An Hon. Gentleman -With steel
rails.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Not until they
were laid were they so-having been
stolen. I suppose that then they were
" steal " rails.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gentle-
ian' illustrations are like all his
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illustrations, and his points are like all
his points.

The item was passed.
Item 73, providing for the expendi-

ture of $10,000 for ordnance.and equip-
ment of field batteries of artillery,
being taken up,

Mr. MASSON enquired whether
arms would be given to a battery
formed in Gaspé, which had been lack-
ing in this respect for a couple of years.
The artillery force of this country
should be properly and generously
.supplied in this and all relations.

Hon. Mr. VAIL admitted that this
was an important branch of the service,
but it was impossible to spend any
money in this regard, outside of the
two central points of Quebec and
Kingston.

Mr. MASSON-Will the battery at
Gaspé then be disbanded ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Attention
will be given to the matter another
year.

The item was passed.
Item No. 74, providing $110,000 for

the maintenance and equipment of "A"
and "B" Batteries, Garrison Artillery
and School of Gunnery, Kingston and
Quebec, was passed.

On item No. 75, providing $10,000
for Military Schools in Nova Scotia
.and New Brunswick,

Mr. MASSON asked why there were
not Military Schools in the other
Provinces ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL said that Ontario
.and Quebec had Schools of Gunnery,
and it was thought the Lower Pro-
vinces were entitled to Infantry
.Schools.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked whether
the Government was aware that per-
sons had come from the United States,
passed through these schools, received
their training and money, and return-
ed to that country.

Hon. Mr. VAIL-I have never pre-
viously heard of such a thing.

The item was passed.
On item No. 77, providing for $30,-

000 for the pay and maintenance of
Dominion force in Manitoba,

lIon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained
that in view of the condition of affairs

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

in Manitoba it was intended to reduce
the force to 50 men.

Mr. MASSON approved of the policy
of the Government, not because he
thought such a force was necessarybut
in consequence of the wretched
system which was followed. Hle had
paid a visit to Manitoba, and he
affirmed there were men who though
they had been two years in this force
did not know how to load their rifles.
He had drawn the attention of the
Premier to the matter last Session and
he asserted that the disgraceful facts
were within his own knowledge. Thee
men had been employed in cutting
wood and drawing water-in fact in
doing everything which a soldier
should not do.

Hon. Mr. VAIL replied that when
this was brought under his notice, he
had immediately taken action to
remedy the state of affairs that existed,
and be thought the hon. gentleman
would at least give him this much
credit.

Mr. SCHULTZ could not but feel
that this reduction of the force under
the circumstances, was ill advised.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the principle
object in giving these men a grant of
land was with a view to induce them te
settle in the country. If persons who in
enlisted the second time were permitted
a second grant the object of the
Government would be frustrated en-
tirely. The Government had only fol-
lowed the policy of their predecessors
in this matter in refusing the second
grant to parties who had enlisted bW
fore. The parties by remaining in the
country were able to secure this land
without performing any service what-
ever, and it was not very likely that
such an offer could be made an induce-
ment for service. Hie was not aware
of any precedent, such as mentioned,
having been established; the system
in vogue was improper in the publie
interest, and was not calculated to aid
in the settlement of the country.

Hon. Mr. CARTWIGHT denied
that any men had enlisted under false
pretences.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said this was the
usual answer of the Government when
they had no excuse for their conduct
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-they gave a bold and unqualified
4lenial, or else they turned to their
predecessors for a precodent.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-It is not
true as to the men who were re-enlisted.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-No ! The hon.
gentleman knows that unless it was
stated in the advertisement asking for
these men, and stipulated that only
those who had no qualifications, and
only those who had everything to
leapn.

Hon. Mr. VAIL-1 would ask the
hon. gentlemen when these men re-
enlisted-what Government was in
power?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I care not what
Government was in power. I am now
speaking of the terms under which
they were enlisted and of the decision
taken by the Administration which
denied them.

lon. Mr. VAIL-That was only a
decision on the claims made after thei r
time was up.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I care not what
Government made the pledge ; if these
men were enlisted on the stipulation
that those who served two years should
receive 160 acres of land and no dis-
tinction was drawn between those who
had previously served and those asked,
but who had never so served, I say
that the faith of the Government was
pledged to treat all alike.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said these men who
claimod an additional grant were men
who enlisted under the old Govern-
ment. He was not in a position to
state that this Government re-enlisted
any men; but if they did, and these
men served out thoir two years, they
would be entitled to the grant of 160
acres of land.

The hon. gentleman could not con-
demn the Government for acting on an
Order in Council passed by the late
Government, in refusing to make a
second grant to those men who had
re-enlisted.

Mr. HIGINBOTHAM said ho had
applied to both Governments to obtain
grants for persons who had enlisted the
second time, and had been refused.

Mr. BOWELL said if a man enlisted
for a specified time for certain pay and

a certain grant of land when that time
expired, ho should receive that grant
without the Government stopping to
enquire whether ho had enlisted before,
served his time and received a pre-
vious grant.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the expectation
in sending men up to Manitoba from
the different Provinces was that they
should remain there and settle on their
land and not reinlist, and in this way
send up men from the different Pro-
vinces.

Mr. BOWELL said that was not the
object of the late Government in specify-
ing that a quota should be enlisted
from each Province. At the time the
force was established there was great
excitement, and if a call for volunteers
was made there would have been ton
times the number required volunteered
from Ontario. Sir George Cartier, in
order to give each Province a chance,
decided that the force should be made
up by a quota from the different Pro-
vinces.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the object
of the late Government was to send in
men to defend the country, and whon
they were in there and trained in the
service, that they should be kept there;
but the policy of the present Govern-
ment was not to re-inlist them when
their term expired and have trained
soldiers, but to send up unexperienced
mon from the Provinces.

Hon. Mr. POPE asked if it was cor-
rect that a number of men were sent
there last year and whether they were
entitled to 160 acres ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL thought the matter
had been discussed enough and that
every member understood it.

Hon. Mr. POPE said it appeared
that the men who re-inlisted there were
punished. It would be botter to pay
their expenses back again and not to
pay the bounty. He could not under-
stand why the men were to be roduced
this year. A considerable force was
required in that country. The Hon.
Minister of the Interior might have to
go there to make treaties with the
Indiails, and what would Prince
Edward Island do if that hon. gentle-
man was massacred there because
there was not a sufficient forse
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to protect him. It was injudicious and
unwise at this time to take away from
that , section of the country what was
really required not only for the safety
of the people, but also of the Minister
of the Interior.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said the
reasons of the Minister of Militia give
on this question were a little incongru-
ous-that the best men were not select-
ed to discharge the important duties,
but that selections were made from the
Provinces. The lines drawn between
the Provinces were a mistake; if we
intended to become a homogenous peo-
ple these differences should disappear.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the state-
ment of the Hon. Minister of Militia
now was that if a person who had
served his time was willing to re-en-
list on the spot, they would accept him,
but give him nothing but his monthly
pay. But if that same individual came
down to Halifax, and the Minister of
Militia was ready to take him, he would
be returned at the public cost and re-
ceive another grant of 160 acres of
land

Mr. BUNSTER said he viewed with
suspicion all the items connected with
the expenditure of this Government,
and asked for an explanation of the
bonds which the Hon. Finance Minis-
ter recently created. He proceeded at
some length to criticise the various
items in the estimates.

The item was then passed.
At 2:45, Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved

that the Committee rise and report
progress, and ask leave to sit again.

This was negatived.-Yeas, 19 ;
nays, 27.

The item passed.
On item $293,657 for Mounted Police,

Manitoba,
Hon. Mr. TUPPER objected to the

Committee continuing to pass items at
such at early hour in the morning.
Ie therefore moved that the Commit-
tee rise and report progress, and ask
leave to sit again.

This was negatived. - Yeas, 21;
nays, 34.

A debate arose on this iten
Mr. BOWELL asked Iwhat was the

cause of the increase of $107,651.50 in
this vote ?

Hon. Mr. PoPE.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE submitted a de-
tailed statement which showed that ina
consequence of establishing so many
posts, additional officers had to be ap-
pointed. The cost of transporting
forage for the horses was enormous,
oats costing 121 cents delivered at some,
of the posts.

Mr. SCIIULTZ asked why the itemn
should be charged to Manitoba ?

Hon. Mr. ]BLAKE said it was a cleri-
cal error-, that it should have lbeen
"North-West Territories."

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved that the
Committee rise and report progress,
and ask leave to sit again, as this was
a very important item that should be,
thoroughly debated.

After a long debate the item passed.
The Committee rose, and the House,

adjourned at Twenty-five minutes past,
Three o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, March 20, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Çhair at,

Three o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. BOWELL (For Mr. Kirkpat-
rick)-To incorporate the British
Canadian Loan and Investment Co.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)-
To amend the Act to incorporate the
London and Canada Bank, and the Acts
amending the same.

Mr. BROOKS-Respecting loans by
the British American Land Company.

THE LIBRARY.

Hon. Mr CAMERON (Cardwell)
moved the adoption of the report
of the Library Committee. le
said the Library was intended as
a Library of reference, and the
works that were in it should
be found there at all times. It was-
entirely open to the public, and
instead of the officials in charge beilg
the persons through whom books were
given, visitors who had cards of admis-
sion, went to the shelves themselves
and took away books without stating
what they were, keeping them as long
as they wished. The number takeO
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,out in one day was 800 volumes, and
rnany of them were brought back in a
tnutilated, damaged and wretched
.condition. Some of them were scrib-
bled over and pencil-marked; others
had the indication that they be-
Ionged to the library cut out of
them; illustrated books had their
illustrations absolutely removed, and
some had disappeared altogether.
A more active and efficient supervision
was required in the new hall. Instead
,of the public having access to the
books as before, they should be under
the control of regular officials. There
were other alterations necessary. The
library should be divided into three
departments, each being under the
superintendence of a competent person.
Greater care should also be exercised
in selecting books, and a Sub-Commit-
tee had been appointed, consisting of
three members of each House, to assist
the Librarian in making selections from
time to time. He moved the adoption
of the report.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
the points at present submitted seemed
to be these:-It was recommended that
a larger sum should be voted than was
placed in the regular estimates, in
order to fill certain blanks in the par-
ticular branches of History and French
literature, as well as to purchase some
further legal books, which he presumed
were really provided for in the estima-
tes already.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON-I suppose
they are. We were not quite clear on
that point.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE had under-
stood that this was case. He had ob-
served an item of $1,000 inserted for
the purpose of procuring a particular
ýclass oftext books, to be kept in a place
separate altogether from the library,
for the exclusive use of the Judges of
the Supreme Court.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON-That is to be
called the Library of the Judges.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-There
were three other points-one related
to the letting out of books, and to this,
Le thought, the Library Committee
Would attend. Then there was the
kind of books to be purchased
!Il the future ; he had had some-

thing to do with the organization
of the legislative library at Toronto,
and they had decided to exclude
all classes of books not directly or in-
directly necessary for the purposes of
legislation. Works on history were of
course necessary in this relation, as
well as every sort of book bearing on
constitutional law. They included,
however, many which did not directly,
perhaps, deal with this department
of law; but still they were selected in
that way, and the rules adopted ex-
cluded ail light literature. I on. mem-
bers during previous years bad advo-
cated making the Parliamentary Lib-
rary similar to the Library of the Bri-
tish Museum, but he thought that this
idea might fairly be set aside, as in the
first place inadvisable, and secondly,
almost irnpracticable. The number of
volumes vas at present something like
73,000 or 74,000.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON-Eighty thou-
sand or raLher more.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE was not
quite sure of the capacity of the new
Library, but he presumed that the
shelving would not accommodate more
than three times that number, so that
if a general collection were persisted
in, a periôd to it would arrive before
many years. The works obtained
must consequently be select, and they
should beas complete as possible. The
report would not, as he read it, force
any particular arrangement' on the
Government, but was intended to
simply indicate the views of the
House.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON-That is all.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE had dis-

cussed the matter to some extent with
the Librarian a few months ago, when
the latter brought to his attention the
existing necessity for having some
special assistants to aid him. Of this
he was aware, but he had deemed it
inexpedient to propose any change
until they began to make arrange-
ments for the removal of the books,
which would be done probably in July
next at the latest. At no distant day
he hoped that they would secure assis-
tance of a very high character, as the
Librarian and his assistants should be
men of great literary attainments.
They all knew how very efficient the
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present Librarian was, and this stand-
ard they should in future maintain.
The Government was desirous of
learning in connection with these mat-
ters the views of the -House, as by
these their action must necessarily be
governed.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew)
thought that at very slight cost great
assistance in this respect might be got
from persons engaged in special de-
partments of work throughout the
Dominion. No doubt the present
Librarian gave a great deal of atten-
tion to the selection of books, but he
could not possibly know of all the new
works which come out from time to
time. It was perfectly manifest that
aid of the kind he had mentioned
-would be of very great advantage.

The report was adopted.

LIFE INSURANCE.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
for leave to introduce a Bill to amend
and consolidate certain Acts respecting
Life Insurance.

He explained that this was based
on the Act passed last Session, concern-
ing fire and marine insurance com-
panies, when provision was made for
their inspection by an officer lately
appointed for the purpose, and for a
certain deposit being made, which in
the case of some of them amounted to
$50,000. The main objects which the
Government desired to obtain were of
course to provide for the safety of
policy holders, as far as was possible,
making the companies subject to the
inspection of their present official and
requiring a certain deposit to be lodged
with the Administration. The Act
was in the main designed to extend to
life insurance companies the pro-
visions on the Statute Book with re-
gard to fire insurance companies.
The matters to which most attention
would probably be directed were:-the
rate of interest on which the valuation
of the liabilities should be basel-this
was proposed to be 4j per cent. which
was the maximum laid down in the
majority of American cities, being
moreover considerable in exeess of
iEnglish policies. Schedules would be
adopted in the same way as in the
case of the fire insurance com-

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

panies, and these would be varied as
the Government might require, fromi
time to time, on the authority of the
Minister of Finance; this clause being
exactly identical to a similar clause
with reference to fire insurance com-
panies. The expenses would be paid
in much the same manner by a pro-
portionate levy on the companies. He,
would not weary the House at present
with any considerable number of details
having regard to the possible con-
tingency of the insolvency of compa-
nies, and mode in which the assets
should be distributed ; these being
chiefly of a legal nature, which would
be better discussed in Committee of the
Whole, or in the Committee on Bank-
ing and Commerce. Their policy was
intended to protect policy-holders, and
consideration was given as far as pos-
sible to existing interests.

The Bill he hoped would be distribut-
ed in the course of a day or two, and
he would not move the second reading
until hon. gentlemen had had a full
opportunity of examining it minutely.

Mr. YOUNG (Waterloo) considered
the Bill a move in the right direction
on the part of the Government. In
letters which he had received from
companies affected by the Bill, espe-
cially Canadian companies, the prin-
ciple was very favourably spoken of.
He was glad to find that the Govern-
ment would be ready to receive sug-
gestions in regard to the measure.
The clause which made the rate at
which the assets of the companies
should be counted as against their
future liabilities, 4j per cent., was a
very important one, and he was pleased
to see the Government take this posi-
tion. He did not think it safe to the
persons insuring in the different com-
panies to place the rate higher than 4k
per cent. It was true the rate of inte-
rest was pretty high in the country at
the present time; but undoubtedly the
accumulation of capital which would
take place in the future would con-
siderably reduce the rate of interest.
le trusted, with regard to this point,
the Government would maintain the,
position they had taken.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell).
said he did not agree with the hon.
gentleman on that point, believing that-
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a great deal more consideration ought
to te given to the subject than hE
thought bis hon. friend had given it,
There were two parties to be consider-
ed in an insurance contract. In Eng-
land, in the recent Act it was found
necessary to introduce on this subject,
the rate was placed at 4 per cent., only
one per cent. below the legal rate of
interest. The legal rate of interest in
Canada was 6 per cent., 7 and 8 per cent.
being to a greater extent the rule.
And ho thought it would be perfectly
fair if this rate were establisbed at 5
per cent. He was not speaking of the
regulations that might be made for the
future, he was only speaking of what
might be done in reference to compa-
nies already existing. It was all very
wel to place a rule of this kind on the
Statute book in reference to companies
that did not exist, but when they had
to deal with companies already in ex-
iatence they should take into consid-
eration the contracts that had been en-
tered into by both parties. Insurance
companies in making their calculations
on the rate of premiums took the rate
of interest into consideration equally
with the rate of mortality. Now, if
the Government suddenly altered the
rate of interest from 5 per cent., as it
was at present, to 4j per cent., without
enabling the company to increase the
price of their premium they would
make a one-sided agreement. They
would give to the parties who entered
into the contract a benefit they did not
contract for, and the other parties a
liability they never agreed to enter
into. There ought to be a certain time
given to enable existing companies to,
gradually bring themselves within the
scope of this Act, so that there would
be no such pressure on them as they
would experience if the loan were
changed suddenly. He considered that
ten years would be a fair time. To
18uddenly change this system as
was proposed would not be per-
feetly fair, und the accuracy of the
proposition must commend itself to,
the fairness, the common sense and
comumon reason of every member of
the House.

Mr. WORKMAN entirely agreed
wih the remarks that had fallen from
thie hon. neinber fbr Oardwell. He
eeneeived that the rate of 41 per cent.

was too small, as seven and eight per
cent. was the rate of interest that could
.e obtained on safe investments. That
morning he had been offered a good
mortgage at eight per cent. with a
large margin. He thought 4½ per
cent. in a market like that of Canada
was too low, and he hoped the five per
cent. rate would be embodied in the-
Bill.

lon. Mr. CAIRTWRIGHT said bis.
experience with regard to the highest
class of investments did n ot agree with
that of bis hon. friend. He wound say
to bis hon. friend from Cardwell that
this was a point of importance. He
understood bis hon. friend as not ob-
jecting to the general principle laid
down, but as asking f'or an exception
for the existing companies for a certain
period of time. And if he would draw
up an amendment in the sense he pro-
posed and submit it to hin (Mr. Cart-
wright) it would be given due consid-
eration.

Mr. PALMER considered this ques-
tion was of great importance to the
publie, and was glad that a measure
had been introduced on the subject.
le desired to see the suggestion of the
present Finance Minister carried into
effect, namely, puting the inspection
and regulation of insurance into the
hands of the Government, being satis-
fled that it was in the interest of the
public that this should be done.

Mr. YOUNG said the rate for valu-
ation in the United States was 4½ per
cent., and in Massachusets it was 4 per
cent. The hon. member for Montreal
West remarked that mortgages paid
eight per cent., but such a rate would
not do for a life insurance company
with policies running for so many
years. The best basis was the rate
obtained for our own securities. He
(Mr. Young) thought 4½ per cent. was
as high a rate as we ought properly to
adopt. At the same time he quite
agreed- with what the hon. member
for Cardwell said-it might be incon-
venient for some companies to adopt
that rate at once.

The Bill was read the second time.

TRE PAcIFIc RAIL WAY.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked at what
time and in what way the Government
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intended to bring matters connected
with the Canadian Pacific Railway be-
fore the House ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
laid papers before the House giving
very full information, indeed, on the
subject, and the debate could take
place on the vote for the Pacifie Rail-
way.

After some further discussion the
matter was dropped.

PRIVATE AND LOCL BILLS.

Bill incorporating the Canalian Fire
and Marine Insurance Company was
agreed to in Committee of the Whole
(Mr. Blain in the chair), read the third
time and passed.

Bill to confirm the amalgamation of
the City Bank and the Royal Canadian
Bank, and to incorporate the Consoli-
dated Bank of Canada, was read the
second time.

'QUESTIONS BY MEMBERs-A. BRANCHARD.

Mr. ROBILLARD-Whether Atha-
nase Branchard, Esquire, advocate, of
Montreal, has ever paid into the hands
of the Receiver General a sum of
$619.68, which the said A. Branchard
received from the Sheriff of Beauhar-
nois, on the 4th January, 1868, being
the amount for which Her Majesty was
collocated in a case numbered 269, in
the Superior Court, Beauharnois, in
which the Right Honorable Edward
Ellice was Prosecutor, and W. A. Noel,
Dugnay et al. defendants, under a
power of attorney to him, dated 1st
July, 1867; ivhat steps have been taken
to compel the said Branchard to re-im-
burse the said sum; and if the said
sum has not yet been re-imbursed, what
is the reason of the delay?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-There is no record
in the office of the Receiver General of
any such sum having been paid, or in
my department of proceedings having
been taken with reference to it. The
hon. member has not stated out of what
claim this matter arose, and therefore
it is not possible to make further en-
quiry; but if time and other informa-
tion is given, further searches will be
inade.

THE SEIGNORIAL CLAIMS.

Mr. CA RON-Whether the Govern-
ment have wholly paid off the indem-

lion. Mr. TUPPER.

nity to the Seigniors of the Province of
Quebec; and in case the whole has not
been pail, whether the balance is to
be paid so soon as the claims of the
Seigniors have been approved; finally,
whether the Government intend paying
tutors unconditionally ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE replied that claims
in the aggregate amounting to $2,618,-
755 had been paid, or settled to date ;
the balance of the origiial capital re-
maining in the hands of the Govern-
ment was something under half a mil-
lion. Of this a very considerable part,
owing to entails, could not be paid for
years to come ; a good number of
claimants had not as yet made applica-
tion, and the rule in all cases was that
as soon as the title was proven, pay-
ment was made as rapidly as possible.
Hitherto no additional payments had
been made to tutors, but it was under
the consideration of the Department
whether this was possible.

COUNTRY POSTMASTERS' SALARIES.

Mr. HORTON enquired whether the
Government have based the commis-
sion to country postmasters on the
basis of their receipts for 1874-5, and
if not, why not ?

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON stated
in reply that the salaries for 1875 had
been so fixed in all cases but one,
where ful accounts had been rendered;
where these had been partial, the
returns for 1874 had been used.

BANK STATEMENTS.

Mr. YOUNG asked whether the
Government have considered and in-
tend to propose any more stringent
measures for the inspection of the
monthly statements of our Chartered
Banks published in the Official Gazette ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-I may
say that we have not yet considered
any such measures ; but the making of
a false statement is a misdemeanor, or
at any rate a crime in itself.

TUE VETERANS oF 1812-15.

Mr. BROUSE-Among the appli-
cants for pensions for services in the
war of 1812 and 1815, how many
already were in possession of a pension
either by the British or Canadian Gov-
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ernments ; also on what basis has a
pension been denied our veterans who
-were in receipt of one for injuries
received during the Canadian rebellion
of 1837 and 1838 ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL-Eighteen persons
-already in the receipt of pensions
asked to be allowed to participate in
the $50,000 grant ; four received them
from the British and fourteen from the
tCanadian Government. We have fol-
lowed the practice of the Imperial
<Government, which I understand is
anot to grant a second pension to any
person.

THE ORDERS OF THE HOUSE.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-If the right
hon. member for Kingston is here on
Wednesday, we should consider the
adoption of the report sent in by the
2Select Committee regarding the rules
of the House.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-He is on the
way now.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Then I
give notice that it will be taken up on
Wednesday when the motions are
called.

THE NORTII-WEST COUNCIL.

Mr. SCHULTZ moved, seconded by
Mr. Wright, that an humble Address
be presented to lis Excellency the
Governor Genoral praying for copies of
all acts passed by the North-West Coun-
cil, and copies of all correspondence
between the Government of Canada
and the Lieut-Governor of the North-
West Territories relative to any matters
engaging the attention of the said
Council. Mr. Schultz, said that he
would have moved this Address without
any reference to the Council whose
functions were about to be supplanted
by the new order of things, were it not
that his attention was directed to
the matter by an editorial in the
Toronto Globe of the 25th February, a
portion of which he would take the
liberty of reading -

" Heretofore the North-West Territory east
-and west offManitoba has been governed by
the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba and a
species of half advisatory, half legislative,
'Council of gentlemen chosen from among the
residents in Winnipeg and its vicinity. They
are themselves not slow to admit that their

sonstituton is a farce, and it requiries no
4ffort of imagination in those even who have

never been in the North-West to understand
the impossibility of merchants and others in
Winnipeg acting as a Legislature for the
settlements on the Saskatchewan, and nearly
a thousand miles away in the neighbourhood
of the Rocky Mountains

" At one of the last sittings of this
Winnipeg Council, of which the former editor
of the Nouveau fonde is a prominent member,
it was proposed to incorporate the clergy of
the missionary dioceses of the North-West
with land-holding powers. The object of this
was so apparent to those in Winnipeg, who
have seen the effect of the system there, that
it was strenuously opposed by some of the
English members, but in spite of their efforts
it was carried, and would have come to Ottawa
with such force as this nondescript Council
have been able to give to their legislation had
not Lieutenant-Governor Morris refused to
assent to the Bill."

liere was the utterance of a leading
organ as to the value of this Council
now about to cease to exist. There
was a reference to certain Bills whieh
were brought before the Council to in-
corporate religious bodies in the North-
West, and where it was assumed that
the Council had passed these; and they
were only prevented fiom becoming
law by the action of the Lieutenant-
Governor who exercised his power to
stop them. This statement lie (Mr.
Schultz) must characterterize as ut,
terly without foundation. It was true
that such Bills were before the Coun-
cil, but when the promoter of thein
found that the sense of the Council was
against them, lie withdrew, and it did
not need the power of the Lieutenant-
Governor to prevent any ill-considered
and rash action of the Council itself.
Of course it must always be a matter
of opinion as to whether the services
of this Conneil were valuable or not,
but we have a more authoritative utter-
ance than the last, which hon. gentle-
men will find in the last report of the
Minister of the Interior, who says«:-
"It is due to that Council to record
"the fact that ~their legislation and
"valuable practical suggestions sub-
"mitted to Your Excellency from time
"to time through their official head,
"Lieut.-Governor Morris, aided the
"Government not a little in the good
"work of laying the foundations of
"law and order in the North-West, in
"securing the good will of the Indian
"ti ibes, and in establishing the prestige
"of the Dominion Government through-
"out the vast territory."
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Here is the estimate which the Hon.
Minister specially charged with the
care of North-West matters place upon
the services of this Council. He (Mr.
Schultz) being a member of this Coun-
cil did not care to say much of its
merits or otherwise, and would leave
it for time to determine whether a
body of men, many cf whom if they did
not now live in the North-West yet had
the practical experience of years in
connection with it, were not as
to be of service as any Council
to be appointed under the new system,
and he trusted that the new Council
would give that consideration to the
suggestions and recommendations of
the old which he felt their importance
demanded. Among the papers which
he hoped to have brought down by this
motion, would be found- valuable sug-
gestions as to the preservation of the
buffalo. He (Mr. Schultz) would urge
the importance of this matter on the
Government. So long as the buffalo
were numerous there was little danger
of difficulty with the Plain tribes of
Indians with whom we were now being
brought into contact. When these
were extinet we must expect to deal
with a race of paupers rendered dan-
gerons by want of food. The Rev.
Father Lascombe, a high authority of
all such matters, believes in common
with many others that if the present
rate of destruction goes on the race of
-buffalo will be extinct in ten years. It
is truc that since the completion of the
Union Pacific Railroad and the estab-
lishment of military and other settle-
ments in the Missouri, Father Lascombe
estimates the number killed yearly
during the winter at 80,000, and about
the same number in summer. Their
present feeding ground comprises a
length of, say six hundred miles by
about one hundred and fifty, and is
bounded on the west by the Rocky
Mountains, on the east by the Qu'Ap-
pelle Lakes, on the south by the Mis-
ouri and the north by the north

branch of the Saskatchewan, and this
limit is ever decreasing by the destruc-
tion caused by the hunters of the
Saskatchewan on the north, those from
the Missouri on the south and the Red
River hunters on the east to an extent
and rapidity so alarming that it is
estimatedé by the Rev. Father and

Mr. SCMuMTZ.

others that in ten years they will bep
extinct. Such a resuit is not at ailim-
probable, since it is only a few year&
since the buffalo ranged east of the
Red River, and since the last of
the wood buffalo, an animal of the
same species, but larger size, which
ranged between the Saskatchewan
and the Slave Lakes, was killed and
the whole of the race is extinct.
The use of the revolving pistol and the
repeating rifle instead of the ordinary
loading gun has helped to bring this
about, aided by the destruction caused
by wolves, sickness, accidents of vari-
ous sorts and the wasteful destruction
of the buffalo pound. Unfortunately,
too, it is the robe of the female buffalo
which is the most valuable, and when
killed for it she is always with calf.
It is her flesh which makes the best
meat, and belng more easily hunted
down than the bulls, it bas caused a
destruction which has resulted in many
of the bands met with last summer
being composed of a proporton of six
or seven males to one female. The
district where buffalo are found has
narrowed with startling rapidity during
the last ten years, buffalo having about
that time been seen by him (Mr.
Shultz) east of Red River. These
facts point strongly to the necessity of
preventive measures, and the facts
spoken of are so well known to the In-
dians and half-breeds that they are
anxious the Goverument should
take action in the matter if it were
not for the fact that it would be im-
possible to prevent the killing of cows.
At the same time there would be no
objection to the killing of buffalo bulls
at any season of the year, but since
this is impossible a stringent law is
demanded which will practically leave
these animals undisturbed from the lst
November to 1st May, and an enact-
ment to prevent the killing of calves at
any season. If such a law were passed
it is believed that in five years the
buffalo would have so increased that
these restrictions might be removed.
He (Mr. Schultz) hoped that this
matter would receive the consideration
at the hands ofthe Government which
its importance demanded, and that the
papers bearing on this matter would
be printed for the general inforratiom'
they would afford.
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lHon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
inatter to which the hon member had
particularly alluded--the preservation
of the buffalo in the Western prairies-
had occupied a large share of the at-
tention of the Government for a con-
siderable time.

SANITARY SIATISTICS.

Mr. BROUSE moved for the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee to
enquire into the expediency of asking
legislation, with a view to constitute
a bureau of sanitary statistics in con-
nection with one of the public depart-
ments. He said he had brought this
matter up two years ago, when some
doubt was expressed as to whether it
-was within the jurisdiction of this Par-
liameit or of the Local Legislatures.
The interest manifested in sanitary
science was increased day by day,
and he desired to ask that a bureau of
sanitary science should be connected
with one of the'departments of Ottawa,
where information on such matters
could be received, tabulated and sent
throughout the Dominion educating
people to protect their lives. In Massa-
ehusetts, every year at the opening of
the Legislature a Committee is
appointed on the question of sani-
tary science. The death rate, in
consequeuce of the action of the
Legislature, had been reduced fifteen
per cent. during the last few years.
In Michigan, ten years ago, similar
legisiation was had with equally good
results, the reduction in the death
rate during the decade being about
sixteen per cent. In Minnesota,
Colorado and other States, steps were
being taken in the same direction.
During the last Session of the Georgia
Legislature a Board of lealth was
established for the State. The popu-
lation of Georgia is about the same as
that of Michigan-a little over a million
inhabitants. The gentleman appointed
to take charge of health matters in
Georgia wrote for information to Dr.
Baker, who occupied a similar position
in Michigan. The latter in his report
just published in the newspapers says:
-- "l If the death rate in Georgia in the
" last census of the year 1870 had been
"that ofMichigan at the same time, the
C 'number of deaths would have been
* 11,130 instead of 13,606 as reported,

"an addition of 2,476 deaths." It was
estimated and ascertained that for
every single individual case of
death . there are about twenty
cases of severe sickness, and, there-
fore, the 2,476 deaths represent 49,-
520 cases of severe sickness. It
is estimated the exuense of each case
of sickness is about $40 for the physi-
cian, medicine, time and nursing.
That would give some $1,980,800, which
added to the cost of burial gives $2,-
030,320 in a single year as
the loss to the State of Georgia
for want of proper sanitary legislation.
The report goes on to say that "the-
"State should inaugurate a measure that
"would result in the saving of millions
"of dollars in money, and preventing
"deaths and sickness involving an incal-
"culable amount of human suffering."
The desire to legislate on this subject
in the United States is increasing. At
an important meeting recently held
in Philadelphia, attended by statesmen
and men of education, it was unani-
mously resolved to ask Congress to
establish, not a bureau, but a depart-
ment of health at Washington. In
France the result of sanitary legisla-
tion was as follows:-In 1842 the
death rate was one in 36; after the
board of health had taken action, and
the people had been educated in hy-
giene, in 1862 the death rate had fal-
len to one in 39, and in the decade
from 1862 to 1872, to one in 47, a de-
crease in thirty years of nearly 33 per
cent. Supposing France had a popula-
tion of 36,000,000 the deaths in 1842'
would have been 1,000,000, but in 1872
only 766,000, showing a saving of
234,000 lives in a single year.

Austria and Russia have taken ac-
tion in this direction, and while Prussia
has no truly Provincial Boards of
lealth, she is establishing a central

bureau for the Empire. The oh-
ject of the motion now before the
House was not to discourage local
boards but to encourage them. Eng-
land has legislated in this direction by
passing no less than forty health mea-
sures in the last thirty or forty years.
Dr. Latham, in his admirable treatise,
mentions the results of sanitary
arrangements in twelve towns, to fiver-
of which he would refer :-In Cardiff,
the death rate before legislation wae
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22- per 1,000; after legislation, 22
per 1,000; saving of life, 32 per cent.;
decrease in typhoid fever, 40 per cent.;
-decrease in consumption, 17 per cent.
In Croydon, death rate before legisla-
tion, 23 per 1,000 ; after legislation,
18 per 1,000; saving of life, 22 per
cent.; decrease of -typhoid fever, 63
per cent.; decrease of consumption, 17
per cent. In .Merthyr, before legisla-
tion, death rate per thousand, 33 ; after
legislation, 26; saving of life, 18 per
cent.; decrease of typhoid fever, 60 per
cent.; decrease of consumption, 11 per
cent. In Newport the death rate before
legislation was 31 per 1000 and was re-

-duced to 21 after legislation, showing
a saving of life of 32 per cent.; the
saving on tyhoid fever was 36 per cent.
and on consumption 32 per cent. In
Salisbury the death rate previous to
sanitary legislation was 27 per 1000;
after legislation it was reduced to 21,
a saving of human life of 20 per cent.,
of 75 per cent. on typhoid fever, and
49 per cent. in the death rate from con-
sumption. Doctor Buchanan reported
that the result of sanitary legislation
in England, in 25 cities and towns
under his care, was the reduction of
the death rate in some to 20 per cent.
,and others to 33 per cent., being a re-
duction of one-half. He begged to in-
stance some other cities:-Liverpool,
before sanitary legislation, was 38½
per thousand per year, and after sani-
tary legislation it was reduced to 26
per thousand per year, or a saving of
life of nearly 33 per cent. In the city
of London the death rate was 40 per
cent. before legislation and 20 per cent.
since. Since the sanitary legislation
had been put into effect in England
there had been a reduction of the mor-
tality from consumption of 49 to 10
per cent. Prefessor Grey, who was
appointed one of a commission to inves-
tigate this question,when said he return-
ed after making the enquiry wrote:-
"I ami fully impressed that throughout
"England and Wales, that of the 36,000
"deaths from consumption which

take place yearly, 5,000 could be
prevented." This disease prevailed

to a considerable extent in the
Dominion of Canada and it was of
importance that nothing that would
tend to decrease the number of deaths

Irom that cause should be forgotten.
Mr. BRoUsE.

England had also taken a lively
interest in the sanitary condition of
her colonies. lu Calcutta the deaths
had been reduced 50 per cent. by
sanitary legislation. England through-
out her Easitern Dominions required the
most stringent observance of sanitary
rules by her armv of 70,000 regulars
and 130 000 native-soldiers.

He would next turn to the Dominion,
and take first the City of Montreal.
The statistics were not perfect, but it
was shown that the death rate in
Montreal was 38, and he was'prepared
to think that it exceeded 40 per cent.
Montreal was most favourably situated,
but notwithstanding this fact its death
rate was 20 per cent greater than
that of the crowded City of
London. The city of Toronto was
located in a healty and bedutiful
position, yet its death rate was over
38 per 1,000. It was in the power of
the House to change that enormous
death rate, and it was, perhaps, most im-
portant legislation which it was now
possible that hon. body could pass.
There were three considerations in-
volved in the question before the House.
They had life, health and money. With
regard to the first, Dr. Liman said inhis
valuable life report, "that one-third
of the deaths in England could be pre-
vented." There was a population of
4,000,000 in Canada, and taking the
death rate as 30 in 1,000 there would
be 120,000 deaths, one-third of which,
40,000, would be preventable deaths.
He was willing to take 15,000 as the
number of preventable deaths, and he
was satisfied that that estimate could
not be questioned. They were very
anxious to attract emigration to our Ca-
nadian shores and spent a good deal for
that purpose; but they had a prevent-
able death rate greater than the
entire emigration remaining in Canada.
When so much money was spent in
attracting strangers to Canada, should
they not be as anxious to protect
the lives of those near and dear to
them, and be equally ready to enter
upon a similar expenditure for that
purpose ? With regard to the second
point, health, it had been shown that
for every death there were 20 cases of
severe sickness. That gave, with
15,000 deaths, 900,000 severe cases of
sickness which might have been avoid-.
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ed if sanitary measures-had been prop-
erty understood and carried into effect
in the Dominion. Each death, accord-
ing to English statisties, implied an
ave-age of 20 days of sickness, which,
taking the number of preventable
deaths in the Dominion as 15,000, gave
11,000,000 days ofpreventable sickness.
The returns published in Europe
showed about 8 days' sickness yearly
to eaeh individual, one-third of which
were preventable. That would be 6
days to each person, but taking as the
lowest estimate, 3 days, that would give
12,000,000 days ofsickness that could be
prevented. The two methods came
within a fraction of each other. Now,
there was also a money consideration in
this matter. It had been shown that
the average cost of each case of sick-
ness was $40, and they had 15,000 pre-
ventable deaths in this country. Twenty
seven cases of sickness to each death
gave 300,000 severe cases of sickness,
which ut $10 each would give
the sum of $12,000,000 expended
yearly, which might be prevented
if proper sanitary precautions were
taken. Again, it was allowed that

-funerals, cost generally $20 each.
That would give another preventable
-expenditure of $6,000,000. It had been
estimated that each individual life was
worth $50 per year, making the value
of each adult life to be $1,000. The
total loss to the Dominion by these
preventable death was $750,000. There
was also a large smount of suffering
which could have been prevented; and
crime being the result of poverty,
which was bread bysickness, it was
necessary to take these circum-
stances into consideraiton in order to
come at a proper estimate of the value
of health. He knew that it was a diffi-
cult matter to approach the Govern-
ment on these questions. The loss
of an individual was simply regarded
as such, and he appealed to the
House and Government to take
this matter into serious consideration,
and to legislate for the general good
of the country. He knew that some
would say that it should be left to the
physician; but this he denied. It was
lot his duty to prevent, but to heal

diseases, sacrificing at times bis health
and life for the benefit of lis fellow-
creatures; but it was the duty of the

statesman and philanthropist to ini-
tiate sanitary measures in this relation.
It could not be said that our clim ate
was not favourable to longevity, for the
Blue Book just placed ir bis hands h ad
convinced him, as he thought it would
every hon. member, that no country in
the world occupied a better position in
this respect. The returns showed that
3,000 veterans over 78 years of age were
now living, though at the time ot the
war of 1812, the population of Ontario,
only numbered 82,000; and this cir-
cumstance could not be paralleled.

He did not wish to prevent Local
Governments from taking action as
well; but with this he did not think
that a bureau of sanitary science would
interfere. They simply asked for some
central point, where they might re-
ceive all information relating to diseases
peculiar to our climate and soil, and
everything in this regard concerning
the children on the streets, the artizans
in their workshops, the thieves in their
prisons, the insane in their asylums,
&c. The Government should legislate
if possible to protect the hcaltb of the
people, and preserve human life.

He did not propose that the Com-
mittee should have power to send for
persons, or to incur any great expense.
He believed that a bureau could be
established with scarcely any addi-
tional expense in connection with the
Department of Agriculture, or some
other Department. He moved that a
Select Committee be appointed to con-
sider the expediency of asking legisla-
tion with a view to constitute a bureau
of sanitary statistices in connection
with one of the public departments ;
the Committee to be composed of the
lHon. Messrs. Holton and Robitaille,
and Messrs. Scatcherd, Blain, Dymond,
Flynn, Young, Burpee (Sunbury)
Kerr, Landerkin, Forbes, Christie,
Fiset and the mover.

ion. Mr. MACKENZIE had listen-
ed, as hc was sure every hon. member
had done, with the greatest interest to
tþe speech of his hon. friend. At the
same time he was bound to say at once
that the object the hon. gentleman
desired to accomplish, and which would
be so greatly in the interests of the
country, affected local far more than
federal legislation. The hon. gentle-
man had himself, in bis elaborate
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argument, pointed this out when he
referred to American legislation on the
p art of the States of the American

nion in this relation. Our powers
were similarly limaitod.

It would not be denied that the chief
cause of bad health in our towns and
-cities was the want of proper drainage
and of pure water. His hon. friend
had cited Montreal as one of the very
-worst examples of an unhealthy city,
in the Dominion at least, and if his
statement was correct-and this he had
no reason to doubt-its mortality was
more than, or at least double that of
the City ofLondon. It was also known
that the drainage of Montreal was
-exceedingly defective, and that the
water used there was not as good as it
-ought to be. The water of the Ottawa
River was probably as pure as
that supplied to most cities ; but
-a very large portion of Mon-
treal was besides supplied from
wells. They knew that in Ottawa,
until the water was brought into it
from the river, typhoid fever was
exceedingly prevalent, and lie had
been informed by physicians that
-since this event this form of disease
had almost disappeared. He had
no doubt that if Montreal was pro-
perly drained the health of its people
would be immensely improved. He
was under the impression that the
mortality of London (England) had
decreased from 28 to 29 per 1,000 to
about from 19 to 20 per 1,000 since the
perfection of its drainage and sewerage
system. This House had no power to
make regulations for the drainage of
ities and towns, as this rested exclus-

ively within the province of the Local
Legislatures.

On the clearing away of the heavy
timber-which had covered it for ages
-from a large portion of the fiat lands
in Ontario, a great deal of ague, and
what were termed lake diseases, had
been produced, and the Local Legis-
latures had appropriated a large sum
of money to be'loaned to the occupants
of such properties, the drainag# of
which had caused the disappearance
of these diseases, while making the
lands more productive. Many towns
in Canada had been built in places un-
suitable for obtaining a supply ofgood
water, and buildings were frequently

' Hon. Mr. MAoKENZIE.

erected without reference to the great
necessities of ensuring health and
cleanliness ; the result was that cer-
tain diseases prevailed to a great ex-
tent in such localities.

It was tolerably well admitted-
though a small class might deny it-
that vaccination would prevent the
spread of small-pox ; but this Parlia-
ment could not deal with this matter
or anything of the kind; and so with
other sanitary measures. It was in their
power and their duty to establish
a quarantine at our sea ports, to pre-
vent the introduction of infectious dis-
eases from vessels coming from foreign
ports, but so far as lie was aware, to
this their power was limited. Mr.
Speaker had previously called attention
to the prevalence of a most painful dis-
ease, leprosy-not common fortunately
in this country-in the Province of
New Brunswick, but still they could
take no action in this regard, though
they might in such cases vote a sum
of money in aid of the local authori-
ties.

Fruitful causes of disease were-
the want of proper ventilation and
light in oui dwellings; and in many of
our towns, the hastily and ill-tonstruct-
ed houses might be called breathing
places for consumption and lung affec-
tions and the excessive use of stimula-
ting liquors--the vilest of all being
perhaps common whiskey made from
the very worst corn, adulterated often
afterwards with more unwholesome in-
gredients by the retailer. An officer
should be appointed to declare build-
ings unfit for habitation when neces-
sary; and as to liquors, it was held by
some that we had power to prohibit
their sale and manufacture altogether.
There was no question, that the impor-
tation should be forbidden, but as to
manufacture and sale, it was different.
ail these.

His hon. friend could scarcely hope
to accomplish anything by this motion
farther than to elÉcit discussion and
lay his own views before the public,
and in this he had succeeded. The
form of the motion was also objection-
able, proposing the establishment of a
department-a proposition ' which
should originate with the Government;
but he would not take advant e of
a technicality in this regard. These
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inatters had not, however, escaped the
attention of the Government, as they
had some relation to the question of
vital statistics; the extreme value to
the country of such a system was un-
doubtedly making us acquainted with
the localities where certain diseases
prevailed above all others. This ques-
tion was one of the most important
that could engage the very anxious at-
tention of any Government, and they
intended, he might add, to promote the
object which the hon. gentleman had
in view, by every means within their
pcwer. He hoped that his hon. friend
would not press his notion.

The hour being six o'clock, the louse
took recess.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. WORKMAN resumed the de-
bate. Hie said the mortality in Mont-
real was not so great as it appeared to
be, in proportion to the population.
The limits of that city are the same
now as they were 90 years ago, when
the population was only some 9,000.
'The presont population is 150,000, and
there are between 35,000 and 40,000
outside the limits in the suburbs, where
there are very few hospitals or chari-
table institutions. The consequence is
the sick and destitute are brought into
the city where thev are cared for.
'There is in Montreal among its many
excellent charitable institutions, an
asylum under the management of the
Grey Nuns, for unfortunate children
born out of wedlock, and also some
born really in wedlock. le would not
venture to state the number of such
children brought there, but it was very
large, and theynot only came from the
suburbs, but from neighbouring towDs
and even from Ottawa City. They
arrived, many of them, in a dying state,
diseased and suffering from the efects
of exposure. Though every care was
taken of them by the good Sisters, the
rate of mortality was 19 to 20 per
week, and this helped to swell the
mortality of Montreal, and to give the
public the idea that the city was un-
healthy.

He maintained that the water supply
Of Montreal was as pure as any in the
world, and he had visited.many portions

of Europe and America. It wa sobtained
from the St. Lawrence, about seven
miles above the city, where the current
ran at about the rate of six miles per
hour. During ten months, it consisted
of Ottawa, and during two months-
February and March, when the Ottawa
River was extremely low-of St.
Lawrence water; and he had never
heard that the bealth of the city at al
varied during the year in this respect.
The supply was most abundaut and
general ; and the diseases prevailing
there could not be laid to its deficiency
or its unhealthiness. Wells were
entirely unknown in the city or the
suburbs, as far as he knew; small-pox
was, it was true, epidemie in certain
parts, particularly in St. Louis and St.
James' Wards, owing to a most
unreasonable and unjuist prejudice
against vaccination. But he hoped
that this would be soon overcome by
aid of the common sense of the people.
The mortality was most largely confined
to children under three or certainly
under four years of age; and during
July and August, this was really
appalling, chiefly through diarrhea,
and dysentery; but the adult population
was as healthy as in any town on this
continent. le might mention for
instance that his own mother lived to the
age of 102 and 22 days. The death rate
was not so great as appeared. The
matter in question was one of most
vital importance; and he trusted that
regarding it the Government would
take action. In Great Britain, France,
Belgium, Austria, and Hungary such a
bureau existed, and the vital statisties
collected were studied with the greatest
interest and care. The health of the
German people was also promoted by
their Government by every means
within its power. In Munich,
Bavaria, an apparatus ws provided
for enabling persons, who after inter-
ment might regain consciousness, to
give an alarm; and, therefore, ho
thought that they should do something
at least for the living. He trusted
that at a future Session this subject
would receive from the Government
the consideration it deserved.

Mr. CHRISTIE approved heartily of
his hon. friend's motion, as the ques-
tion was one of very great importance;
for the good which can by this meana
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be effected could be scarcely estimated.
In a short time, he hoped that the
sanitary condition of our country would
be completely revolutionized. Many
diseases were preventable; and small-
pox, it was well known, could be vir-
tually extinguished with proper sani-
tary regulations. In parts of Great
Britain and the United States, the
death-rate was only from 12 to 13 per
thousand; in other places it was 30,
and in Montreal 40.

Mr. WORKMAN-It is 39 in Mon-
treal.

Mr. CHRISTIE had seen in the
Canada Medical Gazette that it was
from 40 to 50 per thousand. This
question was important from a mone-
tary point of view, as sickness caused
loss of time, unusual expenditure, &c.,
and he believed that important as the
system of immigration vas, a greater
number of lives were saeriiced in Can-
ada through preventable diseases an-
nually than there were immigrants
brought into the Dominion during that
period.

Mr. BLAIN said in case of an epi-
demie it would be well that this Par-
liament should have power to meet the
exigency. He therefore felt it his
duty to support the hon. gentleman's
motion.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said lie felt it
was a matter of regret that the subject
of the public health had not been
under the purview of the federal power.
The hon. member for Grenville had
shown by a very moderate calculation
something like $15,000,000 a year
might be saved to the wealth of the
country. Suppose the saving were
placed at half that, a small portion of
it would pay for the attention to be de-
voted to this question, and the advan.
tage would be great in rendering it
more attractive as a country to re-
side in. From the lowest point of view
-the financial-the question assumed
a gigantic character. It was not ex-
aggerated in any degree by the hon.
member for Grenville. There was but
one opinion on that point, and the only
question was how far this Parliament
had power to deal with the matter.
lie hoped the Committee would be
granted, and that steps would be taken
-and the Dominion Government had

Mr. CHRISTIE.

power to do so-to collect a mass.
of sanitary statistics which would
be of incalculable benefit to the public.
Perhaps the hon. Leader of the Govern-
ment would consent to having the mo-
tion so amended as to bring it within
the rules of the House.

fon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
motion could be so amended and would
be approved of.
' Mr. LANDERKIN said this was a

question which had occupied the at-
tention of most civilized nations with
the most satisfactory results. At pre-
sent the sanitary arrangements of this
country were very defective. H e
.recollected that an epidemie of small-
pox broke out in the place where he
resided, and the municipal council were
unable to appoint a board of health
until a proclamation was issued. The
epidemic made headway and many
lives were lost before the board of
health was organized. Municipal
Councils should have more power to
deal with such matters. The Local
Governments had boards of agriculture
and there was a Dominion Depart-
ment of Agriculture. le did not see,
therefore, why this parliament could
could not establish a bureau of sanitary
science. He trusted the Government
would consent to the formation of this
Committee.

Mr. DYMOND said it seemed
to him the difficulty had been
ceated in the mind of the Premier
rather by the speech travelling beyond
the record than by the motion itself.
Although sanitary reform was undoubt-
edly a matter of local concern, toý
collect statisties for the whole Dominion
was a work which the federal power
alone was competent to deal with. The
duty of this Committee would be to
indicate the class of informatiop re-
quired and the form, perhaps, in which
the statisties might be most usefully
computed.

Mr. KERR rose to express his thanks
on behalf of his constituents for the
admirable speech of the hon. member
for Grenville. He hoped, this Com-
mittee would be granted. There must
be Bomething radically wrong in this
country when the sanitary condition
compared so unfavourably with that of
the crowded countries of the Old
World.
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The motion was amended so as to
cònform with the rules of the House,
:and adopted.

STEAM FIRE-ENOINES.

Mr. STEPHENSON moved for an
ýorder of the House for a return of all
the steam fire-engines imported into
the Dominion of Canada fron foreign
countries; the class of sucli engines ;
the country or countries from which
they were imported ; the price at
which each such engine was entered
for duty; by whom so entered; and
the amount of duties so paid upon each
engine respectively.

He explained that manufacturers of
steam engines in Canada considered
that they were exposed to unfair com-
petition froma foreigners, thiough the
importation of engines for trial, which
were sold, though the duty was never
paid. The lon. Premier had assured
him that no duty had been refunded
in any case, but he was sure that what
lie said was correct. Our manufactur-
ers in consequence felt justly aggrieved,
they themselves being obliged to pay
on articles they used 17½ per cent.
duties. He trusted that no objection
would be raised to the bringing down of
the returns.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that there was no objeticon. They
could, however, not be prepared prob-
ably for some time, as he did not think
that steam were separated from other
fire-engines in the ordinary returns.
In the absence of the Minister of Cus-
toms he could not speak with certainty,
but was strongly under the impression
that no engines had been allowed to
enter free; as to being entered in
bond he could not say but this might
be the case in exceptional instances.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thought that
a mistaken impression prevailed
throughout the country, as constant
application had been made to the late
Government for the importation of
these engines free of duty.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--They were
free at ôhe time.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER--It probably
arose from that. He thought, however,
that the law was in every instance ob-
served. Engines might have been
allowed to enter in bond for experi-
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ments, but he was satisfied that they
had not been permitted to be retained
without the payinent of duty.

The motion was carried.

THE CHARLEVOIX ELECTION.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved
" That the Honourable Hecter Louis Lan-

gevin, the member representing the electoral
district of Charlevoix in this flouse, having
stated from his place in this House that he
is credibly informed and believes that he can
establish by satifactory evidence that the
Honourab'e Joseph Edouard Cauchon, the
member representing in this House 'the
electoral district of Quebec Centre, and the
President of the Piivy Council of Canada, vas
instrum ntal in hiring, or causing to be hired,
a number of men who are employed in sum..
mer as members of the River Police at Que.
bec, and in sending them or caubirg them to
be sent to the electoral district of Charlevoix
during the recent election of a member to
represent that district in the House of Com.
mons; and that the said mtn wcre headed or
accompanied by one Edmond Trudelle, an
officer or employé of the Customos Depart-
ment at Quebec, and that the whole or a large
portion of said body of men were conveyed to
k aid district in vehicil s, the cost of such hire
beirg charged to the said Honourable Joseph
Edouard Cauchon, who has promised to pay,
or directed or caused the saine to be paid, the
said men so headed or accompanied being
sent to said electoral district to interfere ille.
gally in said election to disturb said election,
and thus to deprive the electors or a portion
of the electors of said district of their freedom
as such electors ; and the said Honourable
Joseph Edouard Cauchon having denied these
charges ; it is ordered that the Standing Coi-
mittee on Privileges and Elections do enquire
into a 1 the circumstances connected with the
above charges, with power to send f 2r per-
sons, papers and records, and with instructions
to report in full the evidence taxen before
t bem, and the proceedings of said Committee
on this subject."

He explained that on the 20th or
21st of last February, he had made a
motion to the effect that copies of
instructions given to an officer of the
Customs Department at Quebec should
be laid before Parliament ; and a
statement with regard to the conduct
of that person, and the men sent under
his charge to the county he had the
honour to represent. While doing so,
the President of the Council thought
proper to deny its correctness ; ho
thereupon repeated it, and the denial
was repeated ; and also a third time.
Accordingly, he asked for a Conmittee
in order that he might prove his charge
to the satisfaction of the House. He had
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not put the notice on the paper for a few
days, in the hope that the President
of the Council might, after reflection,
wit.hdraw what he hadsaid in the beat
of the debate ; the notice had been on
the paper for over three weeks, and
though lie was told that lie might take
the inatter up out of its order, as a
question of privilege, lie had not done
so for this reason: he had no feeling
against the President of the Council,
and when he brought the subject before
the House, he had not intended to
move for a Committee. lie wished to
afford the President of the Council
an opportunity for withdrawing his
denial; but in bis absence, he felt
obliged to make his motion. It would
give him great pleasure lad the Presi-
dent of the Council acted as he had
desired-or if lie would do so now-
as he did not wish to persecute the
hon. gentlemen. He hoped that the
motion would be granted, as lie would
then be ready with the evidence re-
quired to establish his accusation.

Mr. FRECHETTE said that having
been present at the electoral contest in
question he was familiar with the facts
referred to in the motion. He was ready
to admit that there was a number of men
belonging to the Water Police Corps of
Quebec present at this election. The
question was, had they not a right to
be there as private individuals, as well
as a great many other persons belong-
ing to different parts of the Province
of Quebec ?

The question sought to be discussed
by this motion was, had these men done
anything to restrain the freedom of
the electors ? The hon gentleman from
Charlevoix said that men were sent
down there with the connivance of a
Minister of the Crown. This had been
denied ; but every one knew that if lie
had done so, he would not have been
acting as a Minister of the Crown, but
as a private member of a political
party taking advantage of legitimate
means to protect their interest. Was
the hon. member for Charlevoix ready
to deny that two years ago the late lion.
member for Charlevoix was badly
wounded, and left for dead in a pool
of blood by a gang of Conservative
ruffians? Was the hon. gentleman
ready to deny that scenes of
violence of a most serious character

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.

took place in his own presence at the
last election ? Was lie ready to deny
that Mr. Tremblay had a very narrow
escape on the 1st of January from the
partizans of the hon. member ? He
considered that the Liberal Committee
perfectly justified in taking mesm
to keep peace and protect the life of
their candidate. He contended it vas
not only their right but thei.r duty. Mr.
Fréchette then spoke of the scenes of
violence which took place at the last
local election in his own county, and to
the depredations of what lie called the
Langevin gang in Quebec city. le
was proceeding to read extracts from
the evidence given before a Committee
appointed to enquire into the mode of
eloctioneering adopted by the hon.
member for Charlevoix in running for
Quebec Centre, when

Mr. MASSON rose to a point of
order, holding that the hon. gentleman
was out of order in reference to matters
connected with other elections.

Mr. SPEAKER sustained the point of
order.

Mr. FRECHETTE said lie did not
think the hon. membor for Charlevoix,
with bis antecedent, had better intro-
duce such charges into the House. He
begged to move in amendment to the
motion that all the words between
" charge and enquire" be struck out,
and that the following words be-substi-
tu'ed :-" A select Committee be ap-
pointed to."

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON said there was
a marked change in the tone of the
hon. member for Charlevoix, who was
now willing to drop the matter on cer-
tain conditions. He (Mr. Cauchon)
held the same position now as lie did
the other day. He stood by his denial.
The hon. member for Charlevoix was
the last in this country who should level
such charges against members of this
House. ie had travelled from county
to county with this corruption fund,
and was at last rejected by public opin-
ion, even in his own county, and had
to conceal himself for a long time,
not daring to meet the people
taking his constitutional walk only by
night, because he was afraid to face the
public gaze. Yet the hon. menber
had the audacity to challenge public
opinion and attempt to place him (Mr.
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Cauchon) in a position in which he
(Mr. Langevin) had been so 'many
times himself, though he had been,
from considerations of mercy, allowed
to escape. The men that went to
Charlevoix were not there as police-
mon. They were perfectly indepen-
dent. They might have been pol e-
men ; but what did they do? They
did not interfere with the electiQn.
The old member for t'h county asked
for protection when he knew his life
was endangered, and when lie (Mr.
Cauchon) knew his own life was in
danger from rowdies who went from
meeting to meeting to prevent people
from speaking. He had done nothing
of which he was ashamed, nothing but
befriend his supporter. le had warned
his friends not to violate the law or
interfere with the freedom of eleetion.
It might have been possible that a
Custom House Officer was in Charle-
voix at the time of the election, but
some of the officers of the same de-
partment took part in the triumph of
the hon. member for Charlevoix,
which was actually organized by a
Custom House Officer. No attempt was
made to punish those officials nor to
interfere with the postmasters in Char-
levoix, who bad not only voted for
the Opposition candidate but also
worked for him. If the mon who went
to Charlevoix did nothing to interfere
with the freedom of election, there was
neither harm, guilt nor crime, and the
hon. member would discover by and
by lie was mistaken in his assertion.

Mr. CARON regretted that person-
alities had been brought into this discus-
sion. The hon. member for Charlevoix,
in moving for the Committee, had done
se in such a way that not even the
President of the Council himself could
have taken offence. The accusation
against the latter gentleman was, that
he had organized a force of men who,
during the season of navigation, were
police, but during the winter season
had no legal right to act as such. The
President of the Council had selected
the hon. member for Lévis to defend
his case. He would notsay that the hon.
nember for Lévis was a bad lawyer,

because~he knew him professionally,
and as such knew how much ho was
deserving of respect; but he had a very
bad case, au had spoken upon this
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occasion of everything but that case.
The President of the Council com-
plained that his life was endang-
ered; but the only iisk he ran in
Charlevoix was when he fell into a
cellar. The hon. gentleman had re-
ferred to his twenty-five years of
political glories and brilliant victories,
but never mentioned how often
he had been brought to the
bar of public opinion. No doubt the ac-
cusations would be considered untrue,
but still the hon. member was ac-
cued of having made use of his posi-
tion as one of the members of a former
Government to receive from the
hands of contractors and others
moneys which he should never have
touched. No doubt it was a slander
when he was accused, while he was
Minister of Public Works, of having
received from the hands of his ow n
contractors these amounts, which as a
public man he should not have received

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON said although
such charges were false and therefore
did not hurt him, he wished it to be
understood that lie had not attacked
the private character of the bon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-Did not the
hon. gentleman say the hon. member
for Charlevoix had committed such
public crimes as to prevent him taking
his constitutional walks by day ?

Hon. Mr. CAUCION-I say public
opinion was so strongagainst him that
he had to do so, but I defy anyone to
say I attacked his private character.
This assault on me is unprovoked al-
together.

Mr. SPEAKER-The bon. member
for Levis was very properly called to
order for referring to matters concern-
ing the Local Legislature; the hon.
member for Quebec is equally out of
order.

Mr. CARION said ho was merely
speaking of public and political mat-
ters ; he could remeiber the cry of
indignation which rang from one end
of the Province to the other, when the
Hon. Leader of the Local House,
Mr. Joly, from his seat in Parliament
accused the Hon. President of the
Council, the member for Montmordcy,
of raceiving illegelly and unconstitu-
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tionally money from Government as
one of the propi iotors of the Beauport
Asylum.

Mr. SPEAKER Called the hon.
gentleman to order.

Mr. CARON-Said the hon. member
for Charlevoix had been accused of
organizing a band of bullies to carry
the election, but the hon. member for
Levis, in making the charge should
have mentioned something about the
kidnapping of L. E. François.

The hon. gentleman knew that he
could be probably elected ; but this
person suddenly found himself carried
away by a number of friends and
admirers of the Hon. President of the
Council, who no doubt was absolutely
ignorant of it. This was possibly one
of the slanders to which public men
were sometimes exposed; still it sim-
plyfied motives considerably, and the
hon. member was elected unani-
mously; but after all this was
a very simple matter. It could
be easily dealt with, and he hoped
that it would, be treated in such a
manner that such a question would
never again be brought before the
House. The reputation and character
of our public men belonged to the
country, and it mattered very little,
when history was written, whether
they belonged to that, or the other, side
of the House, for in taking away, or
assailing their reputation, deep and last-
ing injury was inflicted on the country.
H1e trusted that a Committee would be
granted, for in this event if the charge
was false, the President of the
Council could adduce the requisite
proof. The hon. gentleman had made
charges of the most serious character
against some of the most honourable
and respected of our public men from
time to time, in the columns of his
paper, and it seemed to him that he
should also be able to receive counter-
attacks without showing so much ex-
citement and temper as he had ex-
hibited on the occasion when this
accusation was preferred.

No one could doubt that the Water
Police, against all the rules of the force,
had been organizcd and sent to Charle-
y in January, and he had heard it
tln rumoured in Quebec that the
President of the Council was a party

. Ur. C ARON.
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to the transaction ; other charges,
which might possibly be termed
slanders, were made in the Province of
Quebec a2ainst the hon. gentleman,
and no doubt in this instance he would
be able to show that the charge was
unfounded.

Mr. PELLETIER wàs surprised to
hear the hon. member for Quebec com-
piain of the use of personalities in the
discussion, as the hon. member had
himself indulged freely in that direc-
tion. He would not, however, follow
him in this respect. Having taken an
active part in the Charlevoix election,
he was acquainted with the facts, and
he hoped they would be laid before the
House through a Committee, for the
hon. member for Charlevoix would
then learn more than he desired. If
he were allowed to allude to past
elections, he could prove many circum-
stances which would be very disagree-
able to the hon. member. Policemen
had been sent to Charlevoix County,
but the charge that they were dispatch-
ed there in order to interfere illegally
in the election was totally unfound-
ed and false. It was impossible
otherwise to obtain proper protection
in the county. ln 1874, Mr. Tremblay.
had been nearly murdered there, and
what justice had been obtained ? Two
men had been arrested, but their trials
had always been deferred, and this
proved to be a mere farce. le was at
St. Paul's Bay with the hon. member
who threatened him, and he was
obliged to cross the river in order to
address the people. The hon. member
had come to the meeting with a com-
pany he did not caie to mention par-
ticularly, and refused to enter the
house unless they were also admitted;
cartridges had afterwards been found
concealed on the premises; all this
would be proven before the Committee.
Not only so, but in every parish of the
county, the friends of the hon. member
had been warned to be very careful to
vote before 11 a. m., indicating that
no one would be permitted to approach
the polls after that hour. This was
the reason why protection was de-
manded; he would tell the names of
the persons who asked for it, before
the Committee.

The hon. gentleman continued, amid
great interruption, to say thaf the hon.
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member for Lévis had been properly
called to order for referring to a par-
ticular election for Quebec Centre. An
hon. member had spoken of that elec-
tion having been carried by acclama-
tion, but he (Mr. Pelletier) could give
such an explanation of that matter as
would make the hon. gentleman who
had been returned blush for shame.
He (Mr. Pelletier) could have been
elected upon that occasion, as he had
been before in Quebec East, but for
his desire to see the public peace pre-
served and the lives of the citizens
protected from danger. At that elec-
tion gangs of bullies and ruffians were
organized-by whom was very well
Iknown.

Mr. CARON desired to call the
attention of the Speaker to the fact
that the hon. gentleman was out of
order.

Mr. PELLETIER admitted that he
was a little out of order. He thought
that the hon. gentleman would regret
having brought this matter before the
House. The hon. gentleman was the
last man who should speak of the
organization of gangs of bullies. The
Pacific scandal-

Hon. Gentlemen-Order ! order!
Mr. PETTETIER-The hon. gentle-

man had admitted that he had been
corrupted in this connection ; and also
that he had corrupted electors.-

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I must cal]
your attention, Sir, to the fact
that the hon. gentleman has charged
an hon. member with the use of money
for corrupt purposes.

Mr. SPEAK ER -I hope that the
hon. gentleman will confine himself to
the subject before the House.

Mr. PELLETIER-During the elec-
tion at Charlevoix the hon. gentleman
admitted that he had received $32,000,
and spent it during the elections.

Mr. SPEAKER-At Charlevoix?
Mr. PELLETIER - During the

Charlevoix election.
Mr. DOMVILLE-He made a "Big

Push."
Mr. BLANCHET said that as the

mtatter was going before a Committee,
he did not think it would be judicious,
Wise or fair for any member to give a

decision on the question before the Com-
mittee had reported upon it. He
wished, however, to refer to one or two
statements made by the hon. member
for Levis; believing that the hon.
member should be the last man to
speak of violonce and difficulties at
elections. The hon. gentleman, refer-
ring to the local election at Levis, had
made a statement with regard to the
Provincial Police.

Mr. FRECHETTE called the lion.
gentleman to order.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled the point of
order to be well taken.

Mr. LAFLAMME considered it more
appropriate to have this matter refer-
red to a Special Committee of nine
than the regular Committe on Privi-
leges and Elections, because the accu-
sation was not so much in regard to a
a breach of the privileges of election as
a direct charge of corruption against
an hon. Minister. He was a total
stranger to the facts which had been
brought before the House, although ho
had read most of the charges which
had been alleged. They were, ip his
opinion, a fit subject for enquiry,
affecting as they did the official con-
duct of a Minister of the Crown. This
Committee, he was of opinion, ought
to go further and enquire into the
general interference of past Govern-
monts with public officials. He thought
if such an investigation were made, it
would give rise to euch legislation , ast
would prevent the recurrence of such
tbings in the future, and regretted that
the Committee to be appointed could not
enter into the investigation of past
events.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER had no hesita-
tion in saying that every member of
the House had a common inte'est in
seeing the Hon. President of the
Council exonerated from the charge
that had been brought against him,
and it was not his intention to say a
single word that would in the slightest
degree appear to prejudge that question.
He was of opinion that the hon. gentle-
man had been badly advised as to the
line ho should take on this occasion.
It would be very difficult to imagine a
graver offence being committed by any
gentleman holding the bigh position of
President of the Council. He was great-
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ly astonished to find the hon. gentleman
meet the proposal of his hon. friend,
the member for Charlevoix, in the way
he did, when the offer was made to
withdraw the motion if the Hon. Pre-
sident of the Council would. The
statement of the hon. mover of the re-
solution was correct. le thought the
hon. gentleman was badly advised in
regard to the course he took. With
regard to the remarks made in regard
to the defeat of the hon. member for
Charlevoix on a former occasion, he
could not allow them to pass by unre
buked. Mr. Gladstone was rejected by
the University of Oxford, and subse-
quently in South Lancashire, after
which he had to take refuge in the
constituency of Greenwich, which
might be termed a Govern ment pocket-
borough. Because his hon. friend was
compelled to retire for a time was, he
to be told by the hon. President of the
Couneil that he occupied a position
of which he might not be justly
proud ? Then there was one gen-
tleman having a most powerf ul influ-
ence on the Reform side that was
rejected by the electors, who was now
in Parliament in the Upper House by
virtue of the power of the Crown.
Sucb a reference as had been
made to his bon. friend was ungenerous.
He was a little surprised at the
amendment which had been moved. It
would have been better in the inter-
ests of the President of the
Council if he had met this motion dif-
ferently. Instead of resorting to the
tu quoque style of argument and at-
tempting to turn attention from the
charge against him, he should have
courted investigation, and he (Mr.
Tupper) hoped the hon. member would
succeed in clearing his character. The
Committee on Priviieges and Elections
was constituted by the Governmert,
and consisted of 24 of the ablest mem-
bers on both sides of the House, 15 of
whom were staunch supporters of the
Govern ment.

Mr. SPEAKER said he had discovered
that the proposition of the hon. mem-
ber for Lévis was to appoint the Com-
mittee by ballot by the House.

After some discussion,
Hon. Mr. TUPPER said it was an

extraordinary proposition to take this
matter away from the Committee on

Hon. Mr. TUPPI.

Privileges and Elections, and to use the
overwhelming majority of the Govern-
ment to select a special Committee of
nine when five would have been
enough.

The hon. member for Jacques Car-
tier seemed to forget that the right
hon. Leader of the Opposition in
his place in Parliament had chal-
lenged an investigation into the
manner in which the elections had
been conducted by both parties, and as
that was declined the only other course
was to appeal to the Courts. The re-
cord of the election trials remained a
monument to the comparative purity
of the Liberal-Conservative party and
the corruption resorted to by the hon.:
gentlemen opposite.

Mr. SCATCHERD could not see
why this matter should be referred to
a Committee at ail, the hon. member
for Charlevoix having failed to make
ont a case.

le contended that it had been the
practice of the House in cases of this
Jiind not to refer the charge to a Com-
mittee at all; on the contrary, it had
been the usage under such circum-
stances to vote it down by a large ma-
jority. He would cite an instance of
this, and he held that this ought now
to be done. By referring to the Jour-
nals for 1871, page 216, this matter
appeared to have come before the
House. *

" Hon. Mr. Mackenzie moved in amend-
ment, seconded by the Hon. Mr. Dorion,
that all the words after ' That,' to the end of
the question be left out, and the words 'it
appears from the statement made to this
House by the Hon. Charles Tupper, C.B.,
President of the Council, that on the 31st day
of March last, a Bill was depending in the
Legislative Council of Nova Scotia for the dis.
franchisement of Dominion Officials at Nova
Scotia elections, and that the vote of the Hon.
James McNabb, a member of the said Council,
was material to the decision on the Bill, and
that the said Hon. Charles Tupper was desir-
ous that the Bill should be defeated; and that
on the same day he received a telegram from
Halifax, as follows-' Hon. Mr. McNabb votes
te-day for Disfranchising Bill. Can you
guarantee Peter an office if his father is put
right-A. Wickwire.' To which he replies as
follows :-' Your telegram received. Anything
Hili engages to do, I will carry out-Charles
Tupper.' And that in pursuance of said tele-
grams, in order to secure the vote of the said
Hon. James McNabb, an office in the Domin-
ion service was offered to the s id Peter Mc-
Nabb, a son of the sa'd James McNabb."
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Was this sent before the Comimttee
on Privileges and Elections, or any
Committee ? No; it was voted to send
it before no Committee at all, and still
he had no recollection that the hon.
member for Cumberland had then said
that such reference was due to the
President of the Council, in order that
he might clear his character of ail
stain, though the hon. gentleman now
so averred. They were warranted
consequently in voting this proposition
down, by the precedent of the Cabinet
which had ruled the country for so
many years to its disadvantage, and
which was composed of great men of
.all political parties. He was not very
certain whether the hon. member for
Charlevoix had voted on this occasion.
Yes le Lad, if the name on the division
list was his; so this appeared to be the
proper course to be followed.

Mr. MASSON--The hon. member
forgot to mention a fact which was
very important. The motion read had
been a direct motion of want of confi-
dence in the then Government.

Hon. Gentlemen-No! no! no!
Mr. MASSON-If Le was wrong,

hon. gentlemen could contradict him
in a far different tone; citation proved
nothing, for the motion was really a
motion of want of confidence. In the
present case it was different. The
President of the Council was not at-
tacked as a Minister, but as a member
of the House, and as having m>st seri-
ouslyr violated its privileges.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked the indul-
gence of the House, in order to make
an explanation, as an bon. member had
revived a matter personal to himself.

Hon. Gentlemen-No ! no!
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-If bon. gentle-

men objected, he would of course sub-
mit, but Le did think that he should
be allowed an explanation under the
circu .nstances.

Mr. SCATCHERD conte ided that if
this were permitted, they should be al-
iowed to go into the Pacifie Ecandal
and the 832,000.

Mr. SPEAK ER-I do not think that
it would be right for you to make an
.explanation unless it is the pleasure of
the House

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-- ask it as a
favour, assailed.as I have been by the
hon. gentleman reviving a question of
that kind. I claim the privilege,
being one of a minority in the Honse-
of a great minority. I throw myself
on the generosity of the House.

Mr. BABY-J move the adjournment
of the House.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
think that the hon. member should
look upon the mere reference to a pre-
cedent as an attack.

Mr. SPEAKER-I was about to say
that the hon. member used a verv
legitimate argument, though it might
not have been very pleasant.

Hon. Mr. MACKIENZIE continued,
stating that an allusion had been made
to the election of Mr. Gladstone for
Greenwich, but the hon. gentleman
must surely recollect that this took
place prior to the election in Lanca-
shire. Greenwich had 20,000 electors.
Mr. Gladstone had been nearly
defeated there at the previous election,
and it could in no sense be called a
safe borough for either party. The
appointment of a Select Committee
was the most convenient mode of deal-
ing with the charge; if there was no
objection it might be referred to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections;
personally Le had no choice. If it were
to be treated as a political matter, the
Government had a sufficient majority
on the latter Committee, and conse-
quently no improper motive could rea-
sonably be imputed in this relation.
The lion. gentleman said Le rose to
pour oil on troubled waters, but if
this was his oil he would ask what
could the hon. gentleman's acid be
like.

Mr. SPEAKER remarked that as an
adjournment had been moved, hon.
members could introduce into the dis-
cussion all kinds of irrelevant matter.
He would not interfere unless some-
thing was said which was personally
offensive.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER regretted that
he owed to his hon. friend behind him
the right which the hon. gentleman
opposite seem disposed, to deny-an
explanation concerning the resolution
the hon. member for Middlesex had
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read. The First Minister said the
hon. gentleman had made no charge ;
the First Minister had drafted that
resolution with such ingenuity that it
merely required to be read in order
1o embody the gravest possible accu-
sation.

As the hon. member for Middlesex
had chosen to revive this matter for the
purpose of embodying it in the ilansard,
he considered that Le ought to be
entitled to give the sequel. The charge
contained in that resolution was that
he had sent a telegram of a certain
purport to an hon. gentleman in Nova
Scotia. The statement he had given
at the time to the Ilouse, accompanied
by the most abundant written proof,
was that an old and respected friend,
a member of the Legislative Council of
Nova Scotia-who had been one of his
fastest and strongest political sup-
porters-a member of the Government
with him-who had assisted him by
bis vote in the Legislature in carrying
the Union of the Provinces, and to
whom he had been deeply iudebted
politically-bad again and again urged
him (Mr. Tupper) to appoint his son
to some office. He (McNabb) bad
stated that in his declining years and
broken fortunes, tLe assistance of his
son would be very material to himself
and to his family. The conduct of
this young man had not been very
exemplary ; and Le had told the old
gentleman that if his son proved to have
reformed, as was said to be the case, and
become strictly temperate, and worthy
of an official position, he would be glad
to use any influence in Lis power to do
that to which the public services of the
father were entitled at his bands. He
accordingly informed the Minister of
Customs that if a suitable vacancy
occurred for this young man, he (Mr.
Tupper) would be very glad if he
could receive such an appointment ;'at
all events, a trial might be given.

ý This was the position in which
matters stood when he received infor-
mation from Nova Scotia, that an
attempt was being made by the Local
Government to obtain the vote of the
father for a measure which he
considered would be very improper and
injurions, being arrived at and
conceived in a spirit of hostility to
Canada, an effort being made to make

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

the old gentleman vote contrary to his
inclinations by means of his necessities.
This was the mode in which
the matter was presented to him, and
what was his answer ? He was asked if
he would fulfil a promise made long
previously, and did Le reply that he
would certainly do Fo ? Nothing of
the kind. It was well known that the
local members for the County of
Halifax were opposed to the Govern-
ment in this House, and a gentleman
belonging to the Liberal-Conservative
party had been elected sometime
previously. He was not quite certain
but that this gentleman had been
deprived of his seat; but at all events
he had not long previously been
elected. His colleague, Mr. Howe, ar.d
himself agreed, that when patronage
was at their disposal in the cointy,
this gentleman having obtained the
confidence of the constituency on
their behalf, should be entitled
to name some one to the position.
An hon. gentleman, a supporter of the
Government in the Senate, Mr Northup,
had some time previously applied to
him to appoint some friend of his to an
office, and that he (M&r. Tupper) said
that they had come to an agreement
that the patronage of the Government
was to be dispensed by Mr. Hill. He
also received a telegram from Dr.
Wickwire asking for an appointment
for young McNabb, and gave the sa me
reply as he had to their supporter in
the Senate. The whole question turned
upon the point, was Mr. Hill a man of
the character and standing which would
entitle him to the control of the patron-
age in Halifax; and he had to state
that Mr. Hill was a man of the
highest character and standing, socially
and politically, in the City of -Halifax.
There was an interesting sequel
connected with this matter, and
he was not sorry this question had
been brought up. Where was the
young man on whose authority this
statement was made ? le had died in
a lunatic asylum ! The Government
of the day appointed him to a position,
and some months afterwards he return-
ed to his old habits, and had an attack
of delirium tremens. He was sent to
the lunatic asylum from jail, where he
recovered his faculties. Previously to,
this he had received $200 as hush
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money from the Treasury Department,
The lion. Minister of Militia, then
Provincial Secretary, visited McNabb in
the insane asylum, and told him that
he :had better remain where he was,
because if he went out he would be
convicted and sent to prison, while if
he remained where he was he would
escape on the ground of insanity.
They refused to let him out, and he
died there. And where was Mr. Hill?
Mr. Hill this day was the leader ofthe
Government of Nova Scotia, invited to
that position by the late Government,
and they had no reason to regret the
confidence they placed in him when
they said they would convey the
patronage of -Halifax to him.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said they had no
reason to attempt to bribe Mr. McNabb
through his son, Peter, because from
the year 1867 to the time he retired
from Parliament he continued to be a
supporter of the Government. With
regard to Peter McNabb. he stated that
after the death of Mr. McNabb, when-
ever he met the widow she always
pressed him to find a position for her
son. At last they found a vacancy for
the young man in the Crown Lands
Department, and he behaved himself
very well for a few months, after
which he returned to Lis bad habits.
With regard to the $200 paid to young
McNabb, that was money which he
obtained by overdrawing his salary.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Did he not
receive that money before he went
into the Crown Lands Department as a
clerk?

lHon. Mr. VAIL stated with emphasis
that that was not so. It was not an
uncommon thing for clerks to over-
draw their salaries. Mr. McNabb
was in the habit of drinking to
excess, had delirium tremens and
become so dangerous that he stabbed
his landlord where he was boarding.
He was put in jail for a time pending
the trial. The doctors examined him,
pronoupeed him insane and him sent
to a lunatic asylum. He was reported
from time to time as improving, but
unfit to go out. Shortly before he died
the Superintendent of the Asylum re-
ported to the Government that Mr.
McNabb was insane and should not be

let out. A Board of Directors was
sent to examine him and corroborated
that report. The conversation between
him (Mr. Vail) and McNabb occurred
once while he was at the Asylum.
McNabb ran to him and said: " Why
don't you let me out ?" He (Mr.
Vail) did not want to be seen talking
to a crazy man, and to get rid of him,
replied, " You must take your chance
of a trial if you get out." Crazy as he
was, McNabb knew enough to realize
his position.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said they
were accustomed in the Local elections
of Nova Scotia to have Dominion offi-
cials interfere in them, acting under
instructions from the hon. mem bers for
Charlevoix and Cumberland, who were
then at the head of two departments at
Ottawa. The officials of the Custom
House Department openly canvassed
and voted against the candidates of the
then Opposition. It was to prevent
this that the Local Legislature passed
the Act to disfranchise officials of the
Dominion Government from voting in
local elections. It was to defeat- this
Bill that the bribe was offered to Mc-
Nabb by the hon. member for Cumber-
land. But the old gentleman did not
vote, and Peter did not get the office.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Oh, yes; he
got an office.

Mr. JONES-Yes, but under circum-
stances entirely different. He would
not detain the House any longer; he
did not want the hon. gentleman to
mislead the House, and wished to point
out the great discrepancy between the
position Mr. McNabb actually occupied
and the position the hon. member
wanted to assume that he occupied.

Mr. PALMER wanted to show the
hon. member for Middlesex that the
precedent he cited had no bearing on
the question. The resolution moved
by the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie was
whether Dr. Tupper should be cen-
sured; and it was voted down as a
slander on the hon. member for Cum-
berland, which was proved by the fact
that he (Mr. Tupper) was returned by
an overwhelming majority.

Hon. Mr. BKAKE said they must
remember there were good and bad pre-
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cedents. The precedent which the hon.
inember for Middlesex cited was cer-
tainly one whichhe did not wish thein
to follow, and one of which the country
had no reason to be proud. H1e could
not call the occasion ofthat vote other-
wise than discreditable and disgraceful
to the Parliament and Government.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-IDescreditable
to those who proposed it.

Hon. Mr. BL.AKE-To those who
opposed it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the hon.
members for Halifax and Pictou were
defeated, and he was sustained by the
people of Nova Scotia.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said this was ra-
ther a serious view to take, for the
hon. gentleman upin a subsequent and
greater question which engaged the
attention of the people at the last elec-
tion-

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Will the hon.
gentlemen allow. me to say-

Hon. gentlemen-Order, Order.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-He is afraid to

let me ask him.
Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Very much; the

hon. gentleman is a formidable charac-
ter. It was, the speaker continued,
a dangerous argument for the member
for Cumberland to use, that he was re-
turned from Nova Scotia while others
of this side were defeated; it would
bring up the question of abuse of
patronage in order to control the vote
on a particular point. The fact was
that the hon. member, when a
Minister of the Crown, was informed,
with reference to a measure pending
in the Legislature, that one of the
members was about to vote contrary
to his views. In order to assure that
man's vote he guaranteed his son an
office, instead of repudiating the offer
made in this direction as an insult to
the Government of which he was a
member, and his only excuse for this
disgraceful and shameful art-

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I call the hon.
gentleman to order for denouncing an
Act of Parliament as shameful.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said it was a dead
Parliament. On that shameful night

lon. Mr. BLAKE.

on which a disgraceful vote was per-
petrated by a bad Parliamon the hon.
gentleman excused himself on the
ground that the man was a supporter
of his, that the Minister of Militia was
trying to buy him, and that he (Mr.
Tupper) stepped into the bribe on
his own account and rescued his
follower. The bon. member justified
himself in this way to the House and
the Honse, to its disgrace, accepted the
justification.

There had been nothing to enquire
about; it was simply a resolution with
regard to facts, admitted by the hon.
gentleman ; the motion was drawn
from the hon. gentleman's own speech,
and the House was asked to vote, that
it was, as he always believed it was-
and in which relation he bad voted
with pleasure-a flagrant violation of
the laws of public morality, calculated
to inflict deep disgrace upon the coun-
try and its institutions; but the House,
unfortunately, refused to adopt this
position. This was an evil precedent,
but they had also a good one to which
he would turn. The hon. member, in
one portion of his speech, had per-
formed the pleasing duty of casting
oil on troubled waters, but he must be
allowed to observe that the hon. gen-
tleman did not prove himself to be en-
tirely equal to the task, being rather
calculated to disturb, than to promote
tranquility.

The Government had a decisive
majority on the Select Committee on
Privileges and Elections, and, there-
fore, the insinuation that they were
afraid to trust it for fear of not
obtaining fair treatment, was un-
founded.

When an investigation of this de-
scription was to be made it should be
done according to some settled form and
rule. In the next place, experience
proved that a small Committee was
preferable to 'a large Committee for
such a purpose, as it might involve the
examination of numerous witnesses,
and twenty-four or twenty-five.gentle-
men could not well be spared, from day
to day, from their other duties. The
other precedent was one which was not
to be forgotten. He referred to the mo-
tion made on the side of the house-on
which the hon. gentleman then sat-on
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the 2nd of April, 1873. It was in-
tended to refer a matter iiot to the
Standing Committee on Privileges and
Elections, but to a Select Committee of
seven; this motion affected Ministers
of the Crown and had relation to elec-
tions in connection with the Pacific
Scandal-so that it met the other
points to which the hon. gentleman
referred. This motion, made by the
hon. member for Shefford was voted
down, and shortly afterwards it was
followed by the motion of the Leader of
the Government, which was carried.
The right hon. gentleman had the
matter referred to a Select Commit-
tee; and this was a precedent
which should be followed.

lon. Mr. TUPPER explained that
the hon. member for South Bruce had
put words in his mouth which he had
never uttered. He stated distinctly
that McNabb had been one of his strong
political supporters, a member of a
Government with him, and as having
assisted them in carrying the Union.

Hon. Mr. POPE charged the Gov-
ernment with being desirous of secur-
ing a Committee of nine in order to
obtain six members against three re-
presentatives of the Opposition. Ho
lad no objection either to the appoint-
ment of five, with three Ministerialists
to two members of the Oppposition, or
to a Committee of three similarly com-
posed.

The motion to adjourn the debate
was then withdrawn.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said in re-
sponding to the argument that had been
used against him, he would first allude
to the remarks of the hon. member for
Levis. He was not personally known
to that hon. gentleman who had read
to the House, from the report, the evi-
dence of two gentlemen called before
an Election Committee in Quebec. The
hon. gentleman should have stated that
he (Mr. Langevin) being elected unan-
imously to Quebec Centre, that was
not a contested election. That Com-
mittee was appointed to enquire into
the conduct of the returning cfficer at
that election, and it reported sustaining
the returning officer. If the hon. Presi-
dent of the Council had not persisted in
his denial he would not have forced
the resolution on the House. He had

asserted certain facts, the hon.
gentleman had denied them, and there-
fbre he (Mr. Langevin) considered ho
was bound to have this matter re-
ferred to a Committee. The hon.
gentleman had stated that he had been
compelled by public opinion to with-
draw from one county to another, and
to secrete himself for three years. He
wished to state that he could have
been elected in Dorchester County if
he chose, and the hon. gentleman who
at the present time represented that
county was cognizant of the fact. He
denied that he had organized any band
of rouglis in Charlevoix, contending
that as a stranger that would have
been an impossibility. He maintain-
ed that under the 86th clause of the
Election Law it was impossible for
those mon to have visited Charlevoix as
perfectly independent individuals. He
referred the matter to the Standing
Committee, because he thought it was
preferable to aEking for a Special Com-
mittee of five, seven, or nine. If he
had selected the members ho had no
doubt it would not have been satisfac-
tory to the House. He knew politi-
cally there was a majority.in favour of
the Government on the Committee of
Privileges and Election, but he had
such confidence in the gentlemen
composing it that he would be per-
fectly satisfied to entrust the case to
their decision.

Mr. LAFLAMME rose to a personal
explanation. He said he had never
used any language or had any intention
ofinsulting the clergy. He considered
it a great honour to be con nected with
high dignitaries, and he had never said
a word to their disparagement.

The amendment was thon adopted,
and the motion as amended was
carried. The members being called in,
the Committee was stiruck, each mem-
ber having the right to nominate one.
The vote stood as follows: For Mr.
Langlois, 20; Mr. Laurier, 21; Mr.
Laflamme, 19 ; Mr. Aylmer, 19; Mr.
Palmer, 19; Mr. Blanchet, 17; Mr.
Baby, 19; Mr. Taschereau, 18 ; Mr.
McDougall, (Elgin), 17.

The House adjourned at Four min-
utes to One o'clock, a.m.
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IOUSE OF COMMONS.

TUEsDAY, March 21, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.
THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were read the
third time and passed :

To make provision for the winding
up of insolvent incorporated Banks.

To provide for the payment of a
grant to the Province of Manitoba.

THE DOMINION LANDS AcT.

The House went into Committee to
consider certain resolutions providing
for the amendment of the Dominion
Lands Act.-Mr. Forbes in the Chair.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked if this was
copied after the American Act.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said it was more
liberal. The American Act required
that 40 acres of the 160 should be
planted with trees, while this measure
required only 32 acres of the 160 should
be set aside for that purpose.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked why it was
that six years should be the limit for
procuring patents. This, he believed,
was more stringent than the American
Act, although there was more land
under forest in Manitoba than in any
of the Prairie States of the neighbour-
ing country.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the American
Act required eight years of tree plant-
ing before a patent could be obtained;
this measure required only six years,
at the expiration of which, everything
being satisfactory, a patent could issue.

Mr. SCHULTZ said he quite ap-
proved of the measure.

The resolutions were reported and
concurred in.

A Bill based on them was intro-
duced and read ihe first time.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, &c. ACT.

The Bill entitled An Act to extend
the Acts therein nentioned respecting
Weights and Measures, and the Inspec-
tion of Gas and Gas Meters to Prince
Edward Island, having been read the
second time, the Ilouse went into
Comnittee of the Whole, and having
passed it, rose and reported.

The Bill was read the third time and
passed.

Mr. L4FLAMME.

THE RESERVE MILITIA.

The Bill entitled an Act to amend
the Acts therein mentioned respecting
the Militia and Defence of the Domin-
ion of Canada, having been read the -e-
cond time,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER enquired as to
its purport.

Hon. Mr. VAIL replied, that in or-
der to save expense, it was proposed
to postpone the enrolment of the re-
serve militia until 1880, to take place
thereafter at periods of five years each.
Of course, there was the proviso that
this could be ordered at any time
in case of war, or any such emergency.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole on the bill, Mr. Bowell in
the Chair.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked whether
it could not be so worded as not to
deprive the Governor in Council of the
power of securing such enrolment
under any circumstances, when, in
his judgment, it might seem neces-
sary.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The law
is imperative now.

'Hon. Mr. TUPPE4-I understand
that, but could not the Bill be: so
changed so as not to leave enrolment
subject to the mere contingency of
war.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The proviso
reads-in case of war or any other
emergency.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-We have
no appropriation for it at present, and
if the Government should think it ad-
visable next year, we would ask the
House to vote the requisite sum.

The Committee rose, and repoTted
the Bill passed with an amendmerit.

The amendmeat being read the se-
cond time and concurred in, the Bill
was read the third time and passed.

THE RAILWAY ACT.

The Bill entitled : an Act to amend
the Railway Act of 1868 being read the
second time,

lIon. Mr. MACKENZIE explained
that it simply provided for an omission
in the Railway Act, which had never
been apparent until very recently. It
was impossible at present, where two
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arbitrators were appointed by a com-
pany, and any individual whose land
was to be expropriated, in case the
latter died, to replace him. This Bill
removed the existing difficulty.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole on the Bill, Mr. Dymond in
the Chair, and rising, reported that it
was adopted.

The Bill was then read the third
time and passed.

THE CRIMINAL LAWS.

The Bill entitled an Act to supply
an omission in the Act 37 Victoria,
chapter 42, extending certain Crimi-
nal Laws of Canada to British Colum-
bia, being read a second time,

The House went into Committee of
the whole, Mr. Archibald in the Chair,
and passed it. The Committee having
risen and reported, the Bill was read
the third time, and passed. .

THE LAWS RESPECTING INDIANS.

The Bill entitled An Act to amend
and consolidate the Laws respecting
Indians, being read the second time,

Hon. Mr. LAIRD explained that it
provided for the consolidation of the
several Acts of the Dominion with
respect to Indians.

In the first clause the word " band"
meant any tribe or body of Indians
who had an interest in a reserve, of
which the legal title was vested in the
Crown ; an "irregular band " signified
any tribe which held no such interest.
The term " Indian " meant any person
holding land, the title of which the
Government possessed, and with whom
treaties existed. The term "Non-
Treaty Indian" denoted any person
of Indian blood who was reported to
belong to an irregular band, or who
follows the Indian mode of life, even
though only a temporary resident of
Canada. The word " reserve " was de-
fined to mean any tract of land set
apart for the benefit of a particular
band of Indians. A special reserve
meant any tract of land set apart for
the use of Indians, the title of which
was vested in a corporation or commu-
nity legally established. It was also
provided that any Indian who had re-
sided five years in a foreign country,
and -not associated with his band, might

sever that connection. It also provid-
ed that that connection might be
resumed with the consent of the
Government. Another provision of
the Bill was that an woman who
married a white man should con-
tinue to receive the annuity and retain
all her privileges. There was another
provision in the clause enabling the
band to give her a ten years purchase
for her privilege, after which she
would be for ever separated from them.
Another clause put into force the
theory they were carrying out last
Session with regard to the half breed
and full blooded Indians, as it was con-
sidered better it should be sanctioned
by law. There was a provision which
had been suggested by the hon. mem-
ber for New Westminster. He desired
that the penalty for selling liquors to
Indians should be made more vigorous
by the addition of hard labor to im-
prisonment, and this matter had
been left to the discretion of the judge.
It had been found that the decisions of
magistrates in cases of selling liquor to
Indians had been successfully appealed
from, and this success it was thouglt
was owing to the sympathy juries had
with liquor sellers. The Government
thought these appeal cases might safely
be left to the judges, and therefore a
clause making this provision had been
inserted in the Bill. With regard to
the enfranchisement of Indians, it had
been deemed advisable to obtain the
consent of the band, and unles this
was done it was considered that there
would be a great deal of trouble, and
discontent would result.

When an Indian who had borne a
good character for intelligence and
sobriety would receive a location
ticket for the portion of land designat-
ed, he would enter upon a proba-
tionary period for three years. If at
the end of that time he was found to
have continued sober and industrious
he received a patent for his land and
became enfranchised, still retaining
bis right to share the annuity moneys.
If they wisbed to separate fiom the
Indian band altogether, they could
enter upon another term of probation
of three years. If they still continued
in the paths of sobriety, they could
take their share of annuity money,
and be struck off the Indian list.
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The consent of the band must be ob-
tained for the distribution of the
capital funds. This Bill woild give
the Indians some motive to be indus-
trious and sober, and educate their
children.

Mr. SCHULTZ said it might be
very well to consolidate the laws, but
the new principles of this bill would
be better left out altogether. It would
be found impracticable to make this
Bill operative in the INorthWest. Any
one having an intimate knowledge of
the tribal relations of the Indians of
the West would sec this. The Act did
not define with sufficient clearness
what an Iidian was. It declared that
anîy one who accepted treaty money
should be considered an Indian. Now,
he considered this unfair. Many of the
half-breeds who bad accepted lands
and moneys under former arrangements
would never have done so if they had
supposed for a moment it would have
classed thein among the Indians.
There were other objectionable feat-
ures of the Bill, to which he would
refer in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. PATERSON considered this
measure a step in the right direction.
There were 90,000 or more Indians in
Caiada, 30,000 of whom were in
Ontario, having $9,000,000 vested in
the hands of the Government. The
matter was therefore one of import-
ance. While this Act might not be
applicable to the Indians of the North-
West or the tribes of other parts of
Canada, theré were bands in Ontario
that should be given facilities to raise
themselves in the social scale. In
Brant there is a reservation compris-
ing a whole township, in which there
are fourteen schools, eleven of which
are taught by Indians. There is also
an institution for teaching the young
men farming, and the young women
housekeeping. For some 48 years
missionaries have been preaching to
those Indians, and if, after all these
advantages they are not fit for
enfranchisement, it is the strongest
possible argument against the systein
that has hitherto prevailed, and in
favour of eîfranchising the tribe. The
hon. mem! or for Charlevoix, in 1860,
passed a Bill providing that the
Indians desiring to be enfranchised

Mon. Mr. LAIRD.

might have a certain portion of
of the reservation set aside for them
on their applying for it and on pro-
ducing proofs they were fit to be grant-
ed the rights of' freemen, but they
could not hold such land in fee simple.
Only one Indian was enfranchised
under that Act, and when the Govern-
ment had granted him his share of the
principal money, and desired to allot
him his portion of land they found
they could not lay it off. He was in the
position of being neither Indian nor a
white man. 11e applied as a last re-
source to the Department to make
him an Indian again, but they found
although they had the power to make
an Indian a white man, they had no
power to make him an Indian again.
Among the objections to the Bill
before the louse was one that the
Indians were unable to manage their
own lands. There was no proof of
that; it was mere assertion. There
were Indians in this Province who
occupied professional positions and
were as intelligent às any member in
this House. What could be done
with some could be done with all. In
the reservation in Brant there ard
some 3,000 children, of whom 1,600
attend school regularly, and inten
years more it wi.l be an exception to
find an Indian child unable to read or
write.

Did any one say that a person capable
of receiving an education and being
trained in the arts and practices of
British civilization should be prevented
from assaming this position ? If so, it
was a mistaken idea, and the time had
come to test the matter. He did not
believe that it was entirely possible to
wipe out in this country all national
distinctions; but every resident of
Canada should make it his proudest
boast that he was a Canadian. The
endeavour to perpetuate the Indian in
the Canadian nation was an anomalv.
Where the Indian had not forgotten hbis
national habits, and still lived by the
chase and fishing, it would not be de-
sirable to ask him at once to take upon
himself the duties of a free man; but
regarding the reserves of Ofñtario,con-
sisting of 52,000 acres, it was different,
and immediate steps should be taken
to place these Indians in a botter posi-
tion. Hunting and fishing has
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long since ceased, and they supported
themselves by agriculture and various
handicrafts, in which they should be
encouraged to the greatest possible
extent. This question must soon be
dealt with ; they were not dying out
on these reserves, but increasing at the
rate of one per cent. per annum. Noth-
ing would redound more to the credit
of the Minister of the Interior than to
show the possibiiity of raising the In-
dian to the place of manhood; he be-
lieved that this could be done. -He
trusted that the Government would
act wisely and liberally in this relation.
National distinctions sbould not be
perpetuated in this country, and no
legislative obstacles should be placed
in the way of the union of whites and
Indians. Under the Act of 1868, if a
squaw married a white man she ceased
to be an Indian within the meaning of
the Act, and consequently lost her pre-
vious rigbts and privileges; this was,
in other words, a penalty for doing
so,and it was a restriction which should
no longer exist. The children of the
issue of such marriages should also be
entitled to these rights and privileges.
Under this Bill she did not forfeit un-
der these circumstances her right to a
share of the principal of the money,but
this did not go far enough. She
should be entitled to it as her dower,
and the children of the first generation
should also share in the principal funds
of the tribe.

Under the present law an Indian
absent five years from bis reservation
lost his interest in it. This was a mis-
take, being a restriction on his liberty.
Indians should be encouraged to
mingle with their white brethren and
learn their occupations without pains
and penalties being imposed for so do-
ing. They should also be allowed to
rent their farms to whites, who would
iinprove them in the art of agriculture.

He called the particular attention of
the Minister of the Interior to clauses
66 and 69. The former was too sweep-
ing, enacting that no mortgage or lien
of any kind could be taken on any per-
sonal property belonging to Indians,
who, lacking a superabundance of
cash, would in consequence be debar-
red from the purchase of agricultural
implements, seed, grain, &c. Again,
Indians could not be sued for debt.

These restrictions should be removed,
and power should be permitted them
to give chattel mortgages. Clause 6G
would bave a most injurions effect in
their regard. Then as to the amount
of land to be set apart for an enfran-
chised Indian, this was left for decision
to the Indians in Council; and it
might happen that while many on a
reservation were suficiently intelligent
to desire enfranchisement, the majority
would impede them in accomplishing
their object, and allot them too meagre
a share of their lands.

lon. Mr. LAIRD-There is a lini-
tation in the clause.

Mr. PATERSON uri derstood this
merely to signify that a child under
fourteen should not be allotted less
than half what was given to an adult ;
but the latter's portion was not speci-
fied.

lon. Mr. LAIRD-The first part of
the clause fixes the proportion to be
assigned to an adult.

Mr. PATERSON was glad to hear
that this was the case. He trusted
that no retrograde step would now
be taken. This Bill was applicable
to the most advanced Indians, and
it had not gone one step too far
in the direction of the enfranchise-
ment and elevation of the Red men of
the Dominion. He now desired to
say a word in regard to the duty that
belonged to the Indian. In the Act
of 1869 a clause was inserted provid-
ing that in the case of the convictions
of Indians for offences against the
law, the expenses of the Court might
be borne by the Indian Depart-
ment. That was very good as
far as it went and it was a
section he considered desirable. In
bis county there was a township of
3,000 Indians, and without saying
anything to the disparagement of that
class, lie would state that there were
more Indian cases before the Court in
proportion to the population than any
other. These Indians contributed
nothing to the Administration
of justice or to the municipal fund.
Was it right then that one county
should have to bear the expense of the
administration of justice to that body
of Indians ? He thought the House
would agree that it was not. lHe was
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bound to say on behalf of the Indians
that they asked no favours of white
mon. The land they lived on was their
own, the money in the hands of
the Government was their own, and
he believed they were willing to pay
their share of the taxes. He hoped
the Hon. Minister of the Interior would
give this matter consideration, and see
his way clear to amend the Bill in the
direction indicated.

lIon. Mr. LANGEVIN said it must
be considered that Indians were not in
the same position as white men. As a
rule they had no education, and they
were like children to a very great ex-
tent. l hey, therefore, required a
great deal more protection that white
men. lie could not sec the force of
the remarks of the hon. member for
South Brant, in which he asked for cer-
tain restrictions to be removed. He
desired the Hon. Minister of the In-
terior to say how far the third clause
changed the position of Indians.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-It merely gives
a clear definition of the classes of
Indians existing.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN thought the
provision with regard to the severance
of the connection between an Indian
and his band should be amended. He
did not think they should give a pre-
mium for the dismissing of an Indian
from the band, as would be the case
practically by the adoption of this pro-
visior. Was a man who was travel-
ling for the purpose of improving him-
self to have his connection with his
band severed, and if he ceased to be a
member of his band was he to be de-
prived altogether of his land and
money?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the clause was
substantially the practice of the De-
partment. The hon. gentleman would
observe that while the band was al-
lowed the option of giving their con-
sent, still the Superintendant General
or the IDepartment had the right to
investigate into the case.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that
while he was in the Department that
was done repeatedly, but in nearly
every instance there were great diffi-
culties either with the band or with
the Indians themselves. He thought

Mr. PATERSON.

that in one or two instances the order
had to be cancelled.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-This Bill admits
of their coming back.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN thought one
of the clauses of the Bill would inter-
fere with the acquired rights of some
of the people.

lion. Mr. LAIRD-All their present
rights are respected. Does the hon.
gentleman mean those parties who are
in receipt of annuities or the whites
who had taken leases of Indian land ?
Those half-breeds who have been living
on the reserves are now regarded as
Indians, the law fully protects them,
and their full rights cannot be dis-
turbed.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN asked if the
clause with reference to the surrender
of lands provided that the majority of
all the male members of the band, or
only a majority of the males present at
the meeting, was necessary to a deci-
sion.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-Of course the
majority at the meeting.

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN said there
should be a certain proportion of the
band present before a surrender of
lands should be determined upon.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the Depart-
ment took good care in their practice
not to allow these surrenders unless
the Indians were at home at the time.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, never-
theless, this precaution should be taken
for the protection of the Indians, and
as little should be left to chance as
possible. The same provision should
be made for the proper election of
chiefs. It should be made clear that a
certain proportion of the tribe should
be present at the election. The clause
respecting intoxicants should also be
amended to prevent the Indians from
manufacturing liquor for themselves.

The intention of the Minister of
the Interior was no doubt good in pro-
proposing to enfranchise the
Indians, but the hon. gentleman
would fail as he (Mr. Langevin) had
done in 1869. The Aet of 1869
was framed to prevent jealousies by
keeping the land in the hands of the
tribe, merely giving the enfranchised
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nen a life interest in it. That did
not succeed, and the same cause would
make the Bill before the House inopera-
tive.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the Bill was
framed to meet the views of the
Indians expressed at their grand
council in Sarnia, the summer before
last. If they did not carry it out the
fault would rest with themselves and
-not with the Government.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said it might
apply to the Indians of Ontario, but it
would not suit the tribes of Quebec.
Some general plan would have to be
ado pted to educate the Indians and
fit them for enfranchisement, just as a
white boy would be prepared for man-
hood.

Mr. MoGREGOR thought that the
Bill was a step in the right direction,
as Indians should have it within their
power to obtain the full privileges of
white men. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion had had the honour of attending at
a banquet given to an Indian residing
in the County of Peel. The latter's
brother, if in the House, would hardly
be supposed to be an Indian, and in-
deed, many hon. members would
sooner be so considered than this per-
son.

The iMinister of the Interior had
visited his county last year, and set-
tled a dispute, which had long existed
there between the whites and Indians,
the males being allotted 100 and the
females 50 acres of the land, the bal-
ance being sold. They occupied about
8,000 acres. He iegretted that the
term of probation was not shorter, as
three-quarters of the Indians in his
county might very properly be en-
franchised at once.

Mr. SNIDER had had a great deal
to do with Indian Reserves and with
Indians, who he knew were very grate-
ful to the Minister of the Interior for
the interest the hon. gentleman
had taken in their welfare. He
had with great pleasure shown
educated Indians around the Par-
lianent Buildings, and these he
could say would do the House no dis-
Credit if they occupied seats on this
floor, being more intelligent than the
great majority of white men. This
was a great improvement on former

similar Bills, and the Indians were per-
fectly satisfied with its provisions. He
did not think that Indians could be so
easily tempted with bribes as whites;
and he hoped that the Bill would be
made as perfect as possible.

Mr. FLEMIMNG contended that the
policy to be pursued with regard to
the Indians, must be either one of
preservation or one of absorption and
amalgation. Legislation during the
past twenty years had a tendency in
the former direction. In 1857 he
believed the first Bill having relation
to the enfranchisement of Indians
had been introduced by the right
hon. member for Kingston, who ex-
plained that the object was to raise
them to the position of white men. If
it had failed this was to be ascribed to
the fact that the machinery provided
had not been sufficient for the purpose.
Indians should be placed precisely on
the same footing with whites ; and
they should be made more self-reliant
and self-dependent. He was greatly
gratified on account of the introduc-
tion of the Bill; and he would have
been better pleased had it gone
still further, offering them greater
inducements for self-advancement.
As to squaws losing their riglhts to
their property when they married
whites, it was to be observed that it
appeared from the 9th clause that an
Indian widow could marry a white
man, and yet retain all her estate,
real and personal, though according
to the 3rd sec., and sub. sec. C, an
Indian woman marrying any person
other than one of her nationality was
deprived of such right ; this was surely
inconsistent.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-An Indian
widow cannot marry a white man and
convey dower to her huaband.

Mr. FLEMING-I read it otherwise.
The 9th clause is as follows:

" Upon the death of any Indian holding
under location or other duly recognized title
any lot or parcel of. land, the right and inter-
est therein of such deceased Indian shall, to-
gether with his goode and chattels, devolve
one-third upon his widow, dnd the reainder
upon his children equally ; and all such
children shall have a like estate in such land
as their father; but should such Indian die
without issue but leaving a widow, such lot
or parcel of land and h's goods and chattels
shall be vested in her, and if he leaves no,
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widow, then in the Indian nearest al, in to the
deceased, but if he have no heir nearer' than
a cousin, then the sanie shall be vested in the
Crown for the benefit of the Band. But what-
ever may be the final disposition of the land,
the claim int or claimants shall not be held
to be legally in possession until they obtain
a location ticket from the Superintendent
General in the manner prescribed in the case
-of new locations."

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-By sub-section
D. she loses all such rights.

Mr. FLEMING--This should be
be made clear and distinct.

Mr. DECOSMOS stated that there
was no such thing as statute labor in
British Columbia.

With regard to sec. 79, touching in-
toxicants, he would mention that an
Indian Reserve existed in Victoria, on
which there wa, n lieen el ho'-1e held
by a man named Everett, and the oper-
ation of this provision would interfere
with the vested riglit that this person
undoubtedly possessed for a certain
number of years. Unless the Gov-
ern ment was prepared to grant com-
pensation, this right should be con-
tinued him. He would be gratified if
amendments were made in this regard,
as the Bill on the whole was excellent
in its nature.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD thanked hon. mem-
bers on both sides of the House for
their favourable opinion witb reference
to the measure, and remarked that
certain points had. been noted,
which could be more properly ex-
plained in Committee. is object was
simply to make the Bill as perfect as
possible, with the cordial oo-operation
of hon. gentlemen on both sides of the
House. He proposed the second read-
ing of the Bill, and announced that it
would again be taken upon Friday
next.

The Bill was then rad the second
time.

The hour being six, the House took
recess.

APTER RECEsS.

The Bill respecting roads and road
allowances in Manitoba was read the
second time.

SUPPLY.

The House went into Committee of
Supply. Mr. Scatcherd in the chair.

Mr. FiEmiNG.

On item $35,000 for the improve-
ment of navigable rivers,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked if any-
thing had been done towards improv-
ing the Harbour of Partridge Island
River?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE promised
to furnish information on the subject
at a future day.

lon. Mr. TUPPER asked if any-
thing nad been done towards dredging
Wallace River? It was a very
important work and a small expendi-
turc in dredging would produce im-
portant rusults. Last Session the
Premier had stated he expected to
be able to provide for that in the
dredging service, but nothing was
donc.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
found it impossible to reach that point.
There were two large dredges which
could not be used anywhere but in
deep water, and the smaller dredges
were employed elsewhere. Nothing
would please him better than to
dredge the harbours to which the hon.
member for Cumberland had referred.
The $10,000 in this item for the im-
provement of navigation iii Neebish
rapids was to remove some dangerous
rocks from the channel on the way to
Lake Superior. The United States
Government had dredged a great deal
up to the boundary, and there was only
a small passage in our territory that
required improvement. The $15,000
for raising a nchors was to improve the
harbour of Quebec. It was expected
this expenditure would be fully repaid
by the prcceeds of the sale of the
anchors and chains removed. A fair
beginning was made last year, but five
or six anchors were grappled at onoe,
and the chain broke with the great
weight. By the time repairs were
made the severe weather set in, but if
a good beginning were once made the
bed of the river would soon be cleared.

Mr. WOOD suggested that some-
thing more should be done to improve
the navigation of the Neebish Rapids
than remove the rocks. Wharves
should be built along the rocky shore
to prevent vessels from being broken
against it by the force of the current.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
to trust to the engineers, and they ob-
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jected altogether to the building of a
wharf alongside.

Hon. Mr- LANGEVIN asked if the
Harbour Commissioners would have
supervision over the removal of the
-anchors at Quebec ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE -Yes; they
have it under their charge entirely.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE, in answer
Mr. Cimon, said the hon. gentleman to
must have misunderstood him, or he
must have misunderstood the hon.
gentleman. Mr. Symes had general
instrutions with regard to the rivers,
and to examine into the reports made
regarding them. His illness and
-death prevented him from carrying
out the general instructions he had
received. The Government had not
yet appointed an officer mi Mr. Synes'
place, but such a man could be ap po int-
ed m good tine for the spring opera-
tions.

Mr. McKAY (Colchester) called at-
tention to the fact that private parties
were building their piers so far out in
the river, at the head of the Basin of
Minas, in the County of Colchester,
that it was beginning to interfere with
the navigation of the stream.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That in-
-volves a point of law.

In answer to Mr. Bertram, Hon. Mr.
MACKENZIE said it was not the inten-
tion of the Government to take charge
of the small rivers which had no con-
nection with the great lakes or the
ocean. The smaller streams come more
properly within the jurisdiction of the
Local Governments. With regard to
the Trent Canal it was originally
intended by the old Proinvce of Canada
for a highway to Lake Huron. The
,old Province expended something like
$200,000 on these works. The canal
had been unproductive, the traffic be-
ing nothing or next to it.

Mr. BERTRAM said the Trent
Canal was now in a very unsatis-
factory condition. He had no objec-
tion to its being taken charge of
by the Local Government, but he
was of opinion that the Government
should not abandon works that had
cost so much money until they had
muade arrangement whereby the Local
Government would assume the control
of them.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Local Government had undertaken to
construct some locks and improve the
navigation of the lakes, thereby taking
the ground, apparently, that they were
willing to occupy that position in re-
gard to these streams and lakes. Be-
fore Parliament rose he intended to
submit a resolution asking authority
to dispose of those and other works in
Quebec and Ontario, and place them in
the hands of the Local Government,
which could manage them efficiently
in connection with other parts of their
business.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER questioned the
power of the House by simple resolu-
tion to transfer these works to the
Local Government.

The item was passed.
Item 98, providing $25,000 for the

Lake Superior and Red River route,
being taken up,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE explained
that this suin would be used for the
establishment of a weekly mail over
the Dawson Route, and to provide
other service, if necessary.

Mr. MASSON remarked that his
revious statements in this regard were
orne out by the fact that out of four

or five thousand people who had gone
to Manitoba last year, only eighty had
passed over the Dawson Route.

The item was passed.
No. 99, providing for the Toronto

ExaminingWarehouse,$39,000, Guelph
Custom House, Excise and Post Office,

.$25,000, and Kingston Military School
and repairing fortifications, $40,000:
total, $104,000-being taken up,

Mr. BOWELL asked the First Minis-
ter if this related to the beginning of a
policy with regard to the erection of
post offices in the larger towns of the
Dominion. It was no doubt proper
that Guelph should be so favoured; but
he trusted that the principle would
be extended a little farther-to places
equal to and more populous than
Guelph. He referred particularly to
Belleville, which had a population of
between 9,000 and 10,000. The
net post office receipts here exceeded
those of the former town, though as to
excise, receipts were probably less.

Mr. PATERSON called the attention
of the Premier to the fact that last
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year he had promised to initiate a
scheme during recess, whereby im-
proved public buildings should be se-
cured for the larger towns of. the Do-'
minion. He did not take the least
exception to the item for Guelph, but
Brantford had a larger population,
and probably did more business. He
hoped that it would be at least consi-
dered in this relation next year.

Mr. BROWN trusted that before
next Session Belleville would be grant-
ed such accommodation.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
his impression last Session was that it
would be desirable in large towns of
10,000 people and thereabouts that
public buildings should be erected as a
mere matter of economy ; this was
still his impression, and it was the
intention of the Government to carry
out the plan. The extent of popula-
tion did not always indicate the
amount of business done; the collec-
tions for all purposes in Belleville were
less than $150,000, while in Guelph
they exceeded half a million.

Mr. BOWELL-Owing to the pre-
sence of the distilleries.

lIon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Its inland
revenue receipts were very large. The
collections of all kinds amounted to
$1,100,000 last year. Had it been
possible to make other arrangements
in Guelph, no such vote would have
been asked. St. Catharines, Brantford,
Guelph and Belleville occupied about
the same position with regard to post
office receipts; though widely different
in other respects. The Customs collec-
tions at Brantford were larger than at
Guelph ; while the inland revenue
receipts of the former place were next
to nothing.

Mr. WOOD had hoped that the
First Minister would have given a rea-
son why last year's appropriation for
an immigration shed at Hamilton was
not used, their present accommodation
for this purpose being inadequate. He
also thought that Hamilton was en-
titled to a new post office and a fair
share of the public money. He trust-
ed that at the earliest possible moment
the Premier would make provision for
the erection of a post office in Hamilton
which would be suitable for the city.

Mr. PATERSON.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE considered
that the Hamilton post office was a
very handsome structure; it was also,
spacious for the requirements, as the
Postmaster now lived in the building.
Where the free delivery system was
established, these buildings were gen-
erally found to be too large. As to
the immigration shed, it had not
been erected owing to the fact that
the tenants were too few, the majority
going by the Bridge.

Mr. PATERSON thought that the
answer might have been more iþecific.
Brantford was under the impression
that the scheme mentioned would be
very generally applied. Guelph after
all had the advantage in point of re-
ceipts, owing to the production of more
whiskey; and the claims of Brantford
with regard to the erection of public
buildings, were in his opinion so strong
that they could not be properly over-
looked.

Mr. TROW hoped that Stratford
would not be forgotten in this connec-
tion, its population numbering 7,000,
and its position being central.

Mr. STIRTON observed that the
hon. member for Brant had been mis-
taken with regard to his figures. St.
Catherines, which had a population of
12,000, was the only town in the Domin-
ion that exceeded Guelph in thisrespect.
It was high time, under such circum-
stances, for the Government to do
something in the way of accommodat-
ing the public. But the Government
were quite justified in this expenditure
on another ground. If they rented a
suitable building they could not get
one for less than the interest of the
cost of the building would amount to.
It was only tardy justice to Guelph.

Mr. PATTERSON had no objection
to Guelph getting this building, but he
wanted the First Minister to give the
other larger towns public buildings
also.

Mr. NORRIS said St. Catharines had
a good Custom House, but required a
Post Office. He hoped when the reve-
nue was in a better condition that town
would not be forgotten.

Mr. MACDOUGAL (Elgin) aaked
the Government to consider the claims
of St. Thomas, which was a thriving
town with a population of 6,000.
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Mr. BOWELL reminded the hon.
-nember for South Wellington that
:although the receipts from the post
office at Guelph were larger than the
receipts from the post office at Belle-
ville, the difference was not great. The
former amounted to $11,100 ; the latter
to $11,800, while the cost of collection

-at Guelph was $3,736, and only $2,800
.at Belleville, leaving a balance of $586
in favour of the latter in the actual net
receipts to the Dominion.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said there
seemed to be a raid on the Treasury
Benches to supply buildings for all the
country towns. It would be a danger-
ous precedent to establish that the
Government were bound to put public
buildings in all the towns. There were
some places where it would be to the
public advantage, but he was satisfied
in the most of them the people could
be equally well served by hiring
accommodation and at less expense
than by constructing buildings. He
hoped the Government would hesitate
before committing themselves to such
a dangerous principle.

Mr. MASSON asked the Premier to
explain why there had been such a
large expenditure on repairs of fortifica-
tions last year.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said explana-
tions of this vote were needed. He
wished to know why the commandant's
house had been so badly planned that
there was not a rooma in it large enough
to accommodate ten persons. le wish-
ed to know who was the architect of
this wonderful edifice ? The command-
ant would not go into it. The Hfouse
would also like to know something
about the College building, and when
it would be opened.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
received with the utmost meekness
this rebuke for his neglect, since it came
from one who knew so much more
about plans than he (Mr. Mackenzie)
did. What he had to say was that while
he had not done all his hon. friend
would have done, he had done his best
in the matter. His impre;sion was
that the matter had been well attend ed
to. The building was planned by an
able architect according to his (Mac-
kenzie's) direction, and he was prepar-
,ed to defend the construction of the

building. In addition to other works,
the interior of the stone fort, a large
building 170 feet long and 4 chains
high, had been entirely refitted, and a
considerable amount had been expend-
ed in levelling the ground. A very
large proportion of the vote was ex-
pended in repairing the fortifications.
He was extremely well satisfied with
the work that Iad been done. No
doubt a part of this money would be
required in the erection of a new wing,
and they expected to be able to open
the school early in the spring, in the
front, with a small staff of piofessors.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-iow many
persons have applied to enter the Mili-
tary School?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said 8 or 10
had passed the first examination, which
was considered to be somewhat severe.
Another examination would be held
in a few weeks, less severe. They de-
sired to hive about 22 students to com-
mence with, and not more than 25 at
at the outside, in order to leave room
for the younger officers in the active
force who desire to entor the school.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said that he
did not speak on behalf of the
commandant but from a personal
inspection of the buldings.

Mr. MASSON-Asked what would
be the cost of the new wing ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Said about
$20,000 or $30,000, but the cost, of
course, would depend upon the size of
the buildings.

Mr. MASSON-What will be the
approximate cost of the whole building?

Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE-About
$100,000.

Mr. MASSON asked if the House
was not pledgiog itself far beyond the
wants of the country. He did not
think they could utilize so large a
building, and the expenditure in his
opinion was unwarranted, unless they
intended to establish a standing army
in the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said if the
hon. gentleman was of a different
opinion to that of the Government, and
it was the opinion of the House that it
was not wise to make the expenditure,
the Government were willing to learn
wisdom from the House upon this, as
upon other questions.
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Mr. MASSON did not think that ac-
comodation for one hundred pupils was
required, unless the Government in-
tended to establish a standing army.
An expenditure of $100,000-which
would probably, in point of fact, be in-
creased to $150,000-was not warrant-
ed by the means of the country; lie
had supposed that a building of reason-
able dimensions would have been
erected; and lie was astonisbed that
such an expenditure had been made.
The disbursements intended were too
large.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Very well
-vote against it.

Item 100, providing $5,000 for re-
pairing fortifications at Quebec, and
$60,000 for the examining warehouse
at Montreal, having been taken up,

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN stated that
the sum of $5,000 was too small for
the purpose in view; and enquired
whether the 60,000 would complete
the warehouse.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE believed that

it would ; the estimate for the building
itself had been under $180,000.

The fortifications at Quebec, as at
Kingston, did not meet the require-
ments of the latest systems; conse-
quently repairs would only be made on
the permanent buildings, as were ab-
solutely necessary to prevent them
going to decay. A considerable sum
had been expended last year on the
Point Levis fortifications, which had
not been built in conformity with the
exigencies of our climate. A portion
of the walls of the citadel would have
to be takën down.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN regretted
the smallness of the sum, and he hoped
that this point would be considered at
least in connection with the supple-
mentary estimates. The walls of the
citadel, for the safety of residents of
the Lower Town, would have to be
kept up.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
these works had been neglected under
the administration of the han. gentle-
man; had this not been the case a very
slight expenditure would now have
been requisite to keep them in proper
order. The chief architect had re-
ported to him what was absolutety
necessary to be done, and such repairs
would be effected.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN stated that
had the engineer reported, when lie
was at the head of the iDepartment,
that the fortifications were out of re-
pair, prompt attention would haie
been given to the matter ; but such a
report had only been made in 1873.
The walls were greatly dilapidated.

Mr. MASSON asked what assistance
the Government would give towards
the embellishment of the city of Que-
bec.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said they
had not considered the question defi-
nitely. An engineering officer had ex-
amined the ramparts last year with a
view to ascertain to what extent the
wishes of the City Council and the
people could be complied with. The
understanding was arrived at that cer-
tain streets might be allowed to pass
through the ramparts for the conven-
ience of the public if the city would
pay the expense of making something
like ornamental. gateways to preserve
the beauty of the place from a historie
point of view. The City Council had
agreed to make an appropriation for
the purpose, and the Government were
bound, so far as the public interest
would permit them, to allow the streets
of the city to pass through certain por-
tions of the rampart.

The item was passed.
On item $3,000 for the Sydney Ma-

rine Hospital,
Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) asked

what the cost of the building would be ?
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - $12,348.
Mr. MACKAY-lHave any tenders

been invited for the construction of the
Sydney Quarantine Hospital ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think
not.

Mr. MACKAY-Is the amount to be
voted this year?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No.
Mr. MACKAY-Is the building to

be constructed ?
lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Not this

year.
Mr. MACKAY said when the amount

was put in the estimates, the work
should proceed. At Sydney and North
Sydney some 600 vessels come in from
sea, and a season or two ago small poz:
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was introduced into the place, putting
the Government to some two or three
thousand dollars expense. It was not
fair or right that this important port
should be neglected. A quarantine
station was absolutely necessary. The
Government must take the responsi-
bility on themselves if small pox should
be introduced into the place this year
again.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said his hon. colleague in January,
1874, had read a letter from the Premier
stating this work would be proceeded
with immediately, but there had been
some difficulty about the location of the
two buildings. In his (Mr. MciDon-
ald's) opinion, both buildings should
be located at the one place, where they
could be attended by one doctor, at
less expense to the country.

Mr. MACKAY said the opinion of
the officers sent by the Government
was dianietrically opposed to this view.
The people of Sydney would never
consent to the construction of a quar-
antine hospital within the limits of the
town.

Mr. FLYNN asked why the item
$1 ,00 for a marine hospital at Arichat,
placed in the estimates last year, was
not revoted this year ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it
was for the simple reason it was
impossible to build a hospital for $1,000.
There was no foreign shipping coming
in there likely to render necessary an
institution of the kind at that point.

lon. Mr. T UPPER said it was
true there was not much foreign trade
at Arichat, but vessels called *there
from New York and Boston, where
small-pox was prevalent.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said if a
hospital should be found necessary at
any point, it would be constructed, but
it would not be well to give the
impression that every small place on our
COast should have such institutions.

Mr. FLYNN said that previous to
1873 several cases of small-pox were
brought to Arichat from the United
States. The matter was brought under
the notice of the Government and a
Sum of $1,000 was placed in the esti-
mates for the erection of a Quarantine
Hospital, it being thought that sum

would be sufficient for the erection of
a small building. The amount was
granted in 1875, but this year it had
been omitted.

lon. Mr. TUPPER said the late
Government had made appropriations
for the erection of these buildings at
ports where they were required, and
these appropriations having been re-
voted, he considered the Government
was bound, unless they could show
some good reason for not doing so, to
go on with the work. He was satisfied
that there would be great dissatisfac-
tion in the places where the people
found the Government wore not pre-
pared to fulfil the pledges which had
been given them.

Mr MACKAY (Cape Breton) also-
dwelt upon the necessity of the erec-
tion of a Quarantine Hospital at the
port, stating that there was no place
to send small-pox cases except to the
Marine Hospital.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE believed
that the Imperial 'authorities owned
some property which the Government
desired to obtain, but the Imperial
authorities had declined to put it at
their disposal. The Goverument did
not think with the new Marine Hospital
erected there that there would be any
difficulty with the diseases that might
occur in the port. All ho could say at
present was that the sum of $1,000 was
utterly useless for the purpose-at least
four times that sum being required.
That amount was only put into the
estimates in order to make temporary
provision if it was required, and the
Government had thought it advisable
to remove from the estimate a vote
totally inadequate for the purpose.

The item was adopted.
Items 103 and 104, appropriating $500

for the Louris Marine Hospital, was
passed without discussion.

On item 105, Public Buildings, B. C.,
$5,000.

Mr. ROSCOE asked if it was the
intention of the Government to erect a
Custom flouse on the river, where the
Custom fouse officer had to live in a
tent, and had no place in which to keep
his money and papers securely.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said of
course it was not the intention of the
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Governnent to build Custom Hlouses
wherever there were Custom louse
Officers. The Officer who was placed
to collect revenue anywhere was gen-
erally supposed to find a dwelling for
himself. The Government were not
aware of the circumstances connected
with this case until the hon. gentleman
brought it to his (Mr. Mackenzie's)
notice a few days ago. He said to the
hon. gentleman then that the Govern-
ment would erect a log building on the
river which would do temporarily, both
for the purpose of a residence and an
office. Owing to the inability of the
Government to get the boundary line
defined, they had some difficulty in
regard to the collection of duties there,
but at the present time they had sim-
ply located the officer where they be-
lieved he should be located, and they
would endeavour to obtain temporary
accommodation for him.

Mr. BUNSTER enquired whether it
was the intention to build a Custom
House in Nanaimo ; the collections
last month amounted to $3,000 and for.
the months previous they were $8,000 ?
They would be a great deal more, ho
was informed, if a Custom House were
erected, as merchants at present did
not bring their .goods there directly.
The prospects of Nanaimo were excel-
lent, but like other parts of British
Columbia it was very much neglected
by the Administration. They also
badly required a new post office.

The item was passed.
Item 106, providing $30,000 for a

general Penitentiary for the Maritime
Provinces ; $20,000 for the St. Vincent
de Paul Penitentiary; $52,400 for the
Manitoba Penitentiary; $66,000 for
the British Columbia Penitentiary, and
$5,000 for Penitentiaries generally
(additions and repairs)-total, $173,400,
being taken up,

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE explained
that convicts would be employed in
connection with the erection of the
Penitentiary for the Maritime Pro-
vinces.

Hon. Mr. TUPPEPR-Where is the
building to be placed ?

Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE hoped to be
able -to give this information beibre
the e timates were all passed.

Hon. Mr. MAoKENZIz.

Another wing was to be built at the
St. Vincent de Paul Penitentiary, from
which, owing to want of room, 150
convicts had been sent to Kingston last
year. The British Columbia Peniten-
tiary was under contract. The last item
was intended to provide for general
contingencies, such as the destruction
of one of the main buildings, which had
taken place last year at Kingston.

Mr. MASSON-Will this vote com
plete all the buildings, save the Peni-
tentiary for the Lower Provinces ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Scarcely.
The British Columbia and Manitoba
Penitentiaries will, however, be com-
pleted.

Mr. MASSON-Will the Custom.
House and post office at Manitoba
be also finished with the amount voted ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am so
informed. At this point the Premier
rose to explain with regard to item
No. 104, that the vote made for the
post office last year would complete the
building. The entry was entirely
wrong; the $25,000 was to be used for
the erection of new buildings, a resi-
dence for the Lieutenant-Governor,
&c., in the North West Territory.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Where wiR
they be located ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That is
not precisely settled.

Mr. SCHULTZ hoped that in this re-
gard the Government would not pur-
sue the course which had proved so
disastrous last year, under somewhat
similar circumstances, at Fort Pelly,
where buildings had been erected with-
out teiiders being invited for the work.
They turned out to be most miserable
in construction, and were now entirely
useless. This was due partly to the
ill-judged haste with which the Ad-
ministration had 'chosen Fort Pelly as
the seat of Government, and partly to
the employment of improper materiale,
The Mounted Police had found it utter-
ly impossible to use them during last
winter, and although it was not direct-
ly so stated in the report, an inspeet-
ing officer on visiting them considered
them completely unsuited for the pur-
poses in view, advising the Govern-
ment to have nothing whatever to do
with them. He hoped that this would
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not again occur, and that tenders, on
this occasion would be obtained.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The build-
ings will be proceeded with exactly in
the same manner.

Mr. SCIIULTZ-Then I trust that it
will be with different results.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think it
-will be with the same results.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN enquired
where the British Columbia Peniten-
tiary would be placed?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It will be
built west of New Westminster on
,Government ground.

Mr. MASSON thought that the
Premier's replies to Mr. Schultz had
scarcely been satisfactory, and asked
what could have justified them being

iven in such a manner ?
lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Nothing

whatever.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Perhaps the

Premier will tell us whether the infor-
mation of the hon. member for Lisgar
1s correct or incorrect?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is not
correct.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-You state
that the buildings have been satisfac-
torily constructed-do I understand
that ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I do.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Were they

built with or without tender ?
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Without

tender. It is quite impossible to get
tenders for such contracts. We erect
them by means of Government officers
in accordance with the instructions of
the architect at Ottawa.

Mr. SCHULTZ-I must hope, at
least, that the results will be well
worth the experience obtained, at any
rate.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I know
what our experience and the exper-
elnce of the late Government has been.

'with respect to the payment of ex-
travagant sums for sucheontracts; and
'we do not intend to repeat it.

Hion. Mr. TUPPER-What expendi-
lure has been made in the construction
of buildings at Fort Pelly ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I can not
tell exactly; I will bring down the in-
formation shortly.

The item was passed.
Item No. 107, providing $182,000

for rents, repairs, furniture and heat
ing, &c.; $40,000 for heating Publio
Buildings, $2,500 for the removal of
snow at the Public Buildings, Ottawa,
$12,000 for gas used in the Publie
Buildings, Ottawa, $5,000 for fuel and
light at Rideau Hall, and $10,000 for
repairs and miscellaneous expenses at
Rideau Hall---total $251,500-being
taken up,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK stated the ex-
penditure for rents, repairs, furniture
and beating, &c., had increased remark-
ably during the last few years ; in
1872-3 this item amounted to $81,000;
and in 1878-4 to $95,000; and now it
was no less than $182,000. He hoped
that the Premier would explain ; and
as he asked the question politely, ho
hoped that the First Minister would
not snap his head off.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the.
expense of maintaining public buildings
had increased enormously of late. The
new public buildings in Montreal,
Toronto and other places increased the
expense of maintenance. It was found
necessary to rent a number of buildings.
In this city, for instance, it was found
necessary to rent rooms for the
Supreme Court and also for the Pacifie
Railway Surveyors, there being
absolutely no room in the offices for
them, and a great deal of work had to
be done in the interior of some of those
buildings to fit them for occupancy.
The details of such expenditures would
be found in the Public Accounts. le
was not aware of anything abnormal
at all; it was simply because of the
greater number of buildings to be
maintained. The selection of Rideau
Hall was in the first place unfortunate.
The cost of the grounds with buildings
attached was not far from $400,O00.
Last year, the old building having been
found in a delapidated condition, they
had to put on a new roof entirely of
wood and iron, and it was now in a
tolerable state of repair.

The motion was passed.
On the item, $62,200, for harbours

and breakwaters in Ontario,
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Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE ex-
plained that the $6,000 to be expended
at Thunder.Bay was to dredge the bed
on the Kaministiquia River, some 2 -
feet deeper. The Local Government
of Ontario had expended several thou-
sands in improving the place, and as it
was to be the terminus of the Pacifie
Railway it would be necessary to have
it deepened to at least 12 feet.

Mr. PLATT asked for some informa-
tion about the vote for Toronto harbour.
It appeared to him very improper to
negleet the port of Toronto, which was
a harbour of refuge.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said a vote
had been taken for this purpose last
year with a view to enable the Govern-
ment, in the first place, to make a
thoroughly scientific investigation of
the harbour, and in the secoûd place to
erect some temporary piers, if that
8hould be found desirable, in order to
ascertain the effect of currents deposit-
ing sand in different places. Several
engineers had spent a great deal of
time in this examination, and their re-
port was nearly complete. The exami-
nation developed the fact, not previ-
ously known, that the breaking of the
bar at the east end had really not in
any way injured the interior part of
the harbour. The water about the
wharves was found to be not more than
ten feet deep. The only part re-
quiring early attention was some
dredging at Queen's wharf, and ex-
tensive dredging would be neces-
sary to facilitate the entrance of
larger vessels. The bay was altogether
too shallow. The orignal plan laid
before the Department of Public Works
would have involved an outlay of be-
tween three and four hundred thousand
dollars, and the result of the investi-
gation was to show this would be
ýmoney thrown away. Dredging was
the only way to get deeper water in
the harbour. There was no fear of
the destruction of the harbour by the
breaking away of the bar.

The item was passed.
Mr. CIMON said he would be glad

if the Hon. First Minister would tell
him why he refused this year to put in
his estimates any sum of money for
harbours, piers and breakwaters in the
Province of Quebec, in which the navi-

Hon. Mr. MXAKENZIN.

gation is so extensive. There was not
a cent in the estimates for this purpose
in ihe Province of Quebec. He would
ask if the Hon. First Minister had re-
ceived no demand for such an appro-
priation, and if he was not aware that
improvements were required in that
Province? le (Mr. Cimon) knew that
petitions had been sent from his coun-
ty asking for the construction of break-
waters, and yet were unanswered.
Last year the First Minister had placed
in the estimates $28,000 for that pur-
pose in the Province of Quebec; but
all this money was for the County of
Charlevoix, of which Mr. Tremblay
was then the member. lHe supposed that
Mr. Tremblay had gone to the First
Minister and said to him:-" My elec-
"tion is contested, and the judgment
"declaring it void will be given next
"summer; if you don't come to my
4aid I will be beaten." And then
the hon. gentleman gave this $28,000
to Mr. Tremblay, which he applied
only for the purpose of securing this
election, the money having gone into
the pocket of a very few friends
of his. The work was badly done,
and the money recklessly expended.
First, M. Gagnon, son of M. A. Gagnon,
who had represented Charlevoix in the
Local House, got about $16,000, and it
was in this manner :-Mr. Gagnon had
been a supporter of the Local Govern-
ment till the Tanneries affair. His son
had the contract for the Bay St. Paul's
pier, and he was claiming from this
Government an indemnity of $16,000;
the arbitrators of this Government had
refused to give him that sum, allowing
him only $1,000. Then Mr. Gagnon,
who had heretofore supported the Local
Government, voted against him, sup-
porting the Rouges; and some months
afterwards the Federal Government
made, out of this $28,000 which were
voted for the people of Charlevoix, a
gift to Mr. Gagnon's son of $16,000. He
(Mr. Cimon) said a gift, because they
bought from him timber which was
worth $4,000, and paid him $16,000 for
it. Then it was for the members of
this flouse to draw the proper conclu-
sions. He was sure that the First
Minister knew nothing about this. Ne
hoped the hon. gentleman did not; and
thought that all these improper transac-
tions, and all had been done only

Supply.(COMMONS.]



Supply. . 763

though Mr. Tremblay, who had mis-
taken the Hon. First Minister. He
wished to know why the Province of
Quebec was so ignored ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said Mr.
Gagnon entered into a contract, some-
time before he (Mr. Mackenzie) as-
sumed office, to build a crib for a
certain sum of money, but by some.
oversight by the Department the
contract was really executed for six
cribs. Mr. Gagnon wou.d not at first
sign the contract, but afterwards
finding that he could get the timber, he
undertook the work. The contract
was a larger one than was required.
The timber was bought on Mr. Symes'
recommendation, and the work was
done under his supervision. He was
not aware that this matter required any
further explanation at his hands. Re-
turns on the subject had been asked
for and the papers would be brought
down in a few days.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN asked how
much money had been expended on the
piers of Baie St. Paul, and Eboulements.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
could not be expected to give inform a-
tion on that, as there was no vote for it
in the estimates.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
Public Accounts of 1875 showed that
only $7,085 had been spent on the
Baie St. Paul pier.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that
statement was up to 1st July, and
he thought the large proportion
of the work was performed after
that. He understood that the work
done would exceed the appropriation
and if that were so the money
must either have been paid or
there were large claims for the balance.
The Eboulement extension of break-
water was not connected with the land,
and therefore it was of no use for the
Purpose for which it was intended.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The build-
ing of landing-piers is not the business
of the Government.

Hon Mr. LANGEVIN-The Malbaie
extension is a landing-pier.

Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am
sorry I did not know that. Had I been
aware of the fact it would not have
been built.

Hon.>Mr.LANGEVIN said it was
intended as a landing-pier by those-
who obtained the vote. A large,
amount of money had been expended
on the work in question, and he was
satisfied that what had been done could
have been done for half the money.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it
was an inconvenient time to discuss
the matter, no discussion on the
subject being anticipated. He was
not prepared to make the state-
ment with regard to the character of
the work the hon. gentleman had
himself made ; Mr. Symes was not an
officer of his own chosing. He had
found that gentleman in the Depart-
ment, he had trusted him implicitly.
With regard to the location of the Baie
St. Paul pier, there had been a good deal
of correspondence passed, and all
he could say in regard to it, was
that if the location was not the proper
one he must throw the burden of that
upon the' officers of the Department,
who he was satisfied did the best they
could.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-The men
the hon. gentleman sent down were
not the proper parties to do the
work. They were recommended to
the hon. gentleman by parties interest-
ed in the matter.

Mr. CIMON-I am inforiiied that
Mr. Symes had instructions to act
according to the views of Mr. Tremblay.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Mr. Symes
did not receive instructions from me to
act according to the views of anybody.

The item was passed.
Hon. Mr. POPE enquired why pro

per accomodation was not provided
for the Customs Officer at Sherbrooke,
where from $10,000 to $15,000 were
collected annually; a building might
surely be rented-although this was in
the Pròvince of Quebec. He found
that for the other Provinces, and
especially for Ontario, $124,000 were
set apart for public works and buildings
chargeable to income ; Nova Scotia to
receive $42,500, and Prince Edward
Island $29,250. Something, however,
should be done in Quebec.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
the collections in Sherbrooke amounted
to $10,487.19; in hundreds of other
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places they were in excess of this
amount; and in fifty places ten times
as great; and yet they did not pretend
to erect buildings where the business
might be done in a room 10x12.

Hon. Mr. POPE-You rent some-
times, though.

Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE-I do not
know anything about that. If anything
is wrong, no doubt the Minister of
Customs will attend to it.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE-I think this
officer receives $150 for rent; he has
not complained.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE thought
that public money should merely be
expended where it was most required
without reference to localities. He
deprecated the raising of sectional
issues in this relation.

Hon. Mr. POPE said that he had not
requested any unnecessary expenditure.
Favours had been granted the Great
Western and Northern Railways, and
large sums were to be spent on the
Georgian Bay Branch. He could not
understand why everything should fall
to the lot of Ontario.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[IE-The pay-
ment of the Northern Railway's debt
had been made to the Dominion,
not to the Ontario Government; and
how this increased the allowance to
Ontario passed his comprehension.

Mr. MASSON urged that the Prime
Minister forgot that when a Province
was relieved of a debt due to the whole
Dominion, the other Provinces bore
their share of the burden without par-
taking of the benefit. The North-
ern Railway had owed a consider-
able amount to the Dominion; and
it was then well understoood-it was
admitted by the Toronto Globe and
the greater portion of the Liberals
in that city-that this road was in a
fairly flourishing condition, being able
to pay five per cent on its debt due to
the Government.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No ! No!
Mr. MASSON-The Treasury of

Ontario had represented most distinct-
ly in a state document, that this was
the case; and more, the Globe had
-written editorially, that " the North-

ern Road is one of the very last un-
Hon. Mr. MXAOKENZIB.

"dertakings that should come a beg-
"ging for relief at the present mQment
"from any Canadian tax-payer."

le could cite other extracts of a
similiar character from this paper,
which further declared that the
"Northern Railway is not so bankrupt
"as its Managing Director represents
"it to be. On the contrary, it is com-
"paratively speaking, a healthy and
"prosperous enterprise, worth a vast
"deal of money as it stands, and giv-
"ing every promise of being worth a
"vast deal more. To surrender shares
"in it to the amount Gf $190,000, with-
"out a direct and valuable advantage to
"the city from the surrender, would
"be the very height of imbecility;"
and this was the organ of the hon. gen-
tleman.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No !
Mr MASSON-Then it was the organ

of the hon. gentleman's party; and
yet though Toronto benefitted especial-
ly from the working of the railway,
the journal would not consent to the
abandonment of the debt towards the
city. The Dominion did not benefit
in so great a degree from such a local
enterprise; and consequently the
argument against abandonment of such
obligations obtained greater force.

le agreed with the Minister of Pub-
lic Works that these matters should
not be treated from a sectional point
of view ; and if the hon. gentleman
considered that Quebec had reached
the millenium, not being in want of
anything, he was quite justified in
giving nothing to the Province. Still,
the question put by his hon. friend
from Chicoutimi had not been answer-
ed; it was, had not there been appli-
cations made for improvements in the
St. Lawrence? He hoped that a reply
would be made.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE could not
answer a question so indefinite; if it
was put definitely in writing, he would
bring down the information desired.

Mr. MASSON hoped that, as was
the case last year, when in the first in-
stance very little at all events had been
granted Quebc, the hon. gentleman
would yet remedy matters in the sup-
plementary estimates. This had pre-
viously been doue .to the extent of
$27,000.

Supply. Supply.



[MaR 21, 1876.]

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE exceedingly
regretted that hon. gentlemen from
Quebec should attempt to make a sec-
tional fight in this relation. He had
the returns showing the relative ex-
penditures in Ontario and Quebec dur-
ing the last forty years; and these
proved that Ontario had never acted
grudgingly towards her sister Pro-
vince. The same spirit still animated
her people, and ho could only say that
he was as destitute of seetional feeling
as it was possible, in his opinion, for
any human being to be. le did not
know of any great public work in
Quebec that had not received due at-
tention at the hands of the Govern-
ment. The hon. member for Terre-
bonne said that everything went to
Ontario.

Mr. MASSON-I did not say any-
thing of the kind.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
member said, that whether it concerned
railroads or anything else, all went to
Ontario; and was applauded when he
represented that a debt had been for-
given to the Northern Railway for
the benefit of that Province. The hon.
gentleman was cheered when ho set
out in the new role of bringing Quebee
into collision with the other Provinces.
This was, however, no boon to Ontario ;
the old Province of Canada loaned
$2,810,000 to the Great Western Rail-
way Company, receiving in return
three and a quarter millions, the capital
and 4 per cent interest, which was paid,
not to Ontario, but to the Dominion.

The late Government had proposed
to absolve the Northern Railway Com-
pany from their indebtedness, for the
sum of £100,000 ; the present Admin-
istration valued the assets of the
Company at a higher figure, and
brought in a Bill, passed unanimously
ho believed, to obtain one million of
dollars instead ; and if they were able
to carry out this agreement they
would do so. This was charged to
Ontario; but what railway in any
other Province could be sold for any
money at all ? As a rule, they did not
pay working expenses ; and it was no
boon to own 700 or 800 miles of rail-
way. This was anything but a money-
making speculation ; and the million
in question would be added to the
wealth of the Dominion.

Mr. MASSON replied that the hon.
gentleman did not answer the queston
put, but pleased himself by erecting
men of straw in order to amuse him-
self by knocking them down. He had
not said a single word with regard to
Quebec in opposition to any other
Province; but ho had affirmed quite
the contrary. le had deemed it to be
his duty to call the attention of the
Government to the Northern Railway
question; and ho could read in this
connection the memorandum submitted
in 1873 by the Treasurer of Ontario to
the Lieutenant Governor, declaring
that this road could pay five per cent.
on the lien. It ran as follows:-

" MmonuDum submitted to the Lieutenant
Governor in Council, on the 3rd of May,
1873 :-

" Upon an exAmination of the returns of
revenue as earned by this railway, and after
a liberal allowance for expenditure on capital
account, it appears to the undersigned that the
company could with facility pay interest at
the rate of five per cent. per annumn on this
amount of the Provincial lien, and at the same
time exist in full efficiency and make from
time to time such alterations and additions as
the traffic and public interest might require."

That decided conclusively, from an
Ontario point of view, what was the
feeling of the country on the subject of
the Northern lRailway. It was true
the old Government brought in a mea-
sure to grant relief to that railway,
but it was opposed thon, as now, by the
representatives of Quebec, and the op-
position was not from them alone but
from the Ontario members also.

Mr. OLIVER thought it was very
unfair for the hon. member for Comp-
ton to represent Ontario as receiving

.the whole benefit of the building of
these Railways. Such was not the
case. Montreal reaps as much benefit
as part of Ontario from the Northern
Railway which, by the Grand Trunk,
draws the trade of a large section of
country to Montreal. At this very
time Ontario is granting bonuses to
railroads which were increasing the
the trade of Montreal. It was unwise,
therefore, for Quebec members to raise
an issue between the Provinces. Look
at the enormous amount of money ex-
pended on the Intercolonial Railway,
five-nineths of which was contributed
by the people of Ontario. eince con-
federation Ontario -had paid into thei
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treasury $15,000,000 more than she re-
ceived from it. If there was oneProvince
in the Dominion which had acted gen-
erously by the others, it was Ontario.

Hon. Mr. POPE said he did not com-
plain that more money was expended
in any one Province than another, but
he did object to being told that because
Quebec received some benefit from this
road, which liad cost the Dominion
$5,000,000 that debt should be forgiven
to the railway company. He did not
want to raise au issue between Ontario
and Quebec, but he wanted to see
justice done.

Mr. YOUNG said Ontario was really
the only Province in the whole Domin-
ion that paid more into the Treasury
than it had taken out of it.

Mr. DOMVILLE-No ; New Bruns-
wick has also paid more than she has
received.

Mr. YOUNGT said he liad the official
figures and they were as follows:-
Ontario, from July lst, 1867, to July
1st, 1873, had paid into the Consolidated
Fund, as nearly as could be éalculated,
$55,251,758, and received $40,095,756,
being a surplus of over $15,000,000
paid into the Exchequer, whilstQuebec
had received some $1,871,777 more out
of the Treasury than it had paid in
during the same period.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER called attention
to the fact that there had been appli-
cations for repairs to the piers at Port
Grenville and Partridge Island, and
that considerable loss would likely be
sustained if the repairs were not done.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
stated that at Cow Bay 10 cents per
ton had been charged upon every vessel
entering the port. That high duty
precluded many vessels from going
into the port, and it was desirable that
this rate should be reduced.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
was the amount fixed by Statute, but
he would call the attention of the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
the fact.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton) re-
marked that captains of vessels over-
taken by storms complained greatly of
the tax.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
the Statute of 1874 imposed ten cents

Mr. OLIVER.

a ton on vessels under 100 tons once a
year, and twice a year on vessels above
100 tons.

The item was passed
Item 112, Prince Edward Island,

$24,750,000, was also passed.
On item 113, providing, $10,000, for

slides and booms,
Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) asked why

the amount asked for the construc-
tion of booms at Des Joachim's
slides at the last Session was left
out of the estimates for the
present year? le found that
the receipts from these works were 7½
per cent. of the cost of the construction
of the works, and he considered that
this was the largest rate of interest
received from any public work in the
Dominion

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the ex-
penditure for booms and slides up to
the end of the last financial year was
$1,832,007.36, and the receipts from
the same- work was $1,580,215.28,
showing a deficiency of about $260,000.
From a number of the small works no
revenue was received, and the works
in the vicinity of the Ottawa
were generaflv productive enough.
From the sides and boims on the
Ottawa and its tributaries, there had
been a revenue of $175,000 in excess of
the expenditure.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said three-fourths of the square timber
of the Ottawa passed this particular
place, and as it would be a saving to
the trade they would gladly pay a
sufficient toll to return a reasonable
interest for the construction of the
work. This toll could be collected at
a much cheaper rate by the Govern-
ment than by a private company.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
the works on the Ottawa and its tribu-
taries paid a considerable revenue in
excess of expenditures for maintenance,
and since 1867 had paid as much as 7â
per cent. upon the amount expended
for capital account. When they were
told by the Finance Minister that
he could borrow in England at five per
cent., and considering that this work
would be of great benefit to the trade,
the lumbermen were not asking too
much of the Minister of Public Works
in requesting to have this improvement
made.,
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Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said it was
not a question of mere money. The
rapid was a dangerous one, and every
year there was loss of life there. He
hoped the Minister of Publie Works,
who was interested in the free and safe
navigation of the river, would see his
way to allowing the grant whieh had
previously been placed in the estimates
to be re-voted.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) corroborated
the statement with regard to loss of
life at that rapid. He had lost
a number of men there himself. He
thought that argument ought to induce
the Goverament to allow this estimate
to stand.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
matter had been submitted to the
,engineers, and they had reported on it
sometime ago. It seemed to him,
from their report, it was not of such a
character that the improvement was
absolutely necessary. He would only
remark that there was no more reason
why the public should execute these
works on the Ottawa than they should
construct any other works that were in
the hands of private companies. There
was no reason why private companies
should not own these booms and slides.
They could manage them to their own
advantage much better that the Govern-
ment could do it.

Mr. WRIGIT asked if the Govern-
ment would be prepared to make over
,these works to the trade.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government would be prepared to
consider the question. Before the
estimates were finally passed he would
inform the House what the engineer
had reported on this matter.

Mr. WHITE said as a practical
lumberman he could not agree with the
statement made by the First Minister
that these works would be better
managed by the trade than by the
Government. It was true that mistakes
were sometimes made in location of
works, but generally speaking they
were located to the great advantage of
the trade, and they were better in the
hands of the Government than con-
trolled by private companies who would
desire to make money out of them. It
seemed to him that these works were
as much Government works as break-
waters and harbours of refuge.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
concurred in the remarks of Mr. White.
The lumber trade did not ask the Gov-
ernment to make improvements for
them for nothing at the expense of the
rest of the Dominion; they were will-
ing to pay tolls that would return a
reasonable interest on the investment.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
works were not as remunerative as one
would suppose from the figures, as there
were some 6201,000 of arrears for some
years past that it would seem almost
impossible to collect.

The item was passed.
Item 114, providing $11,000 for

dredge vessels, was passed without
discussion.

Item 115, providing $102,000 for
dredging, being taken up,

Mr. DECOSMOS enquired why
dredging had been stopped in the har-
bour of Victoria ? This appeared to
him to be something extraordinary,
as at Victoria there were paid in
duties over $500,000, one-third as much
as Nova Scotia, and one-thirtieth of
the Customs revenue of the Dominion.
Was it part of the hon. gentleman's
plan to shut down upon this as well as
upon everything necessary and unne-
cessary for British Columbia ? Did
the hon. gentleman not intend to keep
faith with this Province with regard to
a small matter like this, as well as in
connection with a great matter like
the Pacific Railway?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
choose tb discuss the question of keep-
ing faith at that time, for he did
not think that anyone on looking at
the estimates would say that they
were not keeping faith with British
Columbia with reference to the expen-
diture of public money.

The harbour of Victoria could un-
doubtedly be improved ; but it was in
an excellent condition, and dredging
was not at present absolutely necessary.
The removal of rocks in the harbour
was of much more consequence, and
nothing further would be done dur-
ing the current year. He had no
desire to refuse to expend any money
there; and his information in this re-
spect was obtained from the engi-
neers. A contract had been entered
into for the removal of the rocks.
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Mr. DECOSMOS remarked that il
two rocks, which he mentioned by
zname, were removed, vessels of 1,500
tons could moç e about near the wharves
with great ease.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE promised to
make a note of that matter.

Item 116, providing for $10,000 to
be expended on miscellaneous works
not otherwise provided for, was passed
without discussion.

Item 117, providing for the expen-
diture of $45,000 for surveys and
inspections, being taken up,

Mr. KIRK remarked that he had
presented to the Premier a petition
very numerously signed, a few days
ago, asking for the use of a dredge to
clean out Lange River, near Tor Bay;
and he enquired whether it could be
obtained during the present season?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
know what dredge would be suitable
for the purpose; he would make
enquiry with reference to this matter.

The item was passed.
Item 118, providing for the expen-

diture of $15,000 for arbitrations and
awards, was passed without discussion.

The House adjourned at One
o'clock, a.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, March 22, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the chair at Three

o'clock.
APTER ROUTINE.

BEACON LIGHT ON RED RIVER.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked whether it is
the intention of the G-overnment to
erect a beacon or light house at the
mouth of the Red River, known as Sloop
Channel?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is not
the intention of the Government to
erect this light bouse. I am informed
by the Department that no representa-
tion or application has been made on
the subject, and it has not therefore
been under consideration.

THE PENSIONERs oF 1812-15.
Mr. BLAIN asked whether, as some

of the pensioners of 1812-10 died after
the vote oflast Session but before the

Ion. Mr. MAcxEzEzi.

f amount was paid over, it is the inten-
tion of the Government to pay the
amount appropriated under the vote to
such of the friends or relations of de-
ceased as attended them in illness and
saw them interred ?

lon. Mr. VAIL-It is not the inten-
tion of the Government to pay these,
claims.

VICTORIA POST OFFICE.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked, do the Gov-
ernment intend to pay debts contract-
ed and due about eighteen months ago
respecting the post office, Victoria, by
the Post Office Inspector with certain
mechanies of that place? If so, when ?
If not, why?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Gov-
ernment will pay all debts contracted
by officers authorized to contract them.

Mr. DECOSMOS-What about this
particular case ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said al-
though they were unauthorized, and it
was irregular and improper for Mr.
Wallace to order anything, still what
appeared to be essential would be paid
for.
PUBLIC REsERVES AND BUILDINGS IN

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked when do the
Government intend to transfer to the
Province of British Columbia for Pro-
incial purposes certain public reserves
and public buildings for which appli-
cation has been made at varions times
between 1871 and 1876 ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I indicat-
ed to Mr. Walken , when lie was here
last and mentioned the subject, the
lots which I believed the Government
would be willing to give to the Local
Government, but I never heard from
him after he returned to British
Columbia, and in consequence the
matter dropped.

LAND REsERVES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked did the Gov-
ernment send any telegram, despatcheis
or Minutes of Council in 1874 or 187&
to the Government of British Colum-
umbia requesting the latter to make
provision by Statute or Order in
Council for the convoyance to thb,
Dominion of a belt of land 20 miàes
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wide along the line of the proposcd
railway between Esquimault and
Nanaimo? If so, will the Government
bring down all the papers connected
with such request ?

lon. Mr. MACKIENZIE-We have
no objection to bringing down ail the
papers. There is nothing except an
Order in Council and the letter com-
municating it to the Local Government.

LINGAN HARBOUR.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
asked whether it is the intention of
the Government to send one of the
Government steam dredges to deepen
the bar at the entrance of the Har bour
at Lingan this year, according to pro-
mise made last Session ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I have no
recollection of making any such pro-
mise. I can only have said the Gov-
ernment would do the best they could
with the dredges. I can say nothing
more now; but my impression is there
are several harbours considerably more
important as to trade which have to be
attended to by the five dredges which
are in operation.

THE NAVIGATION OF AMERICAN CANALs.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) moved for
an Address to His Excellency the
Governor' General for copies of all
papers and correspondence with the
Colonial Office, or with the Govern-
ment ofthe United States, in regard to
the apparent violation of the Washing-
ton Treaty in denying Canada the frec
navigation of the United States Canals,
in accordance with that Treaty.
le said he regarded this matter as

a real violation of the Washington
Treaty, although he merely termed it
an apparent violation in his motion.
In the Treaty of 1854 this very ques-
tion was in eluded in almost the same
shape as in the Washington Treaty.
Two years had now passed since the
ratification of the Washington Treaty,
and nothing had been done to bring
about the reciprocal navigation of the
canals and inland waters of the United
States. In the Washington Treaty the
United States undertook to secure to
ler Majesty's subjects the use of the
St. Clair Flats Canal and the State
canals on terms of equality with inhabi-

tants of the United States. That por-
tion of the Treaty had not been
carried out. Canadian boats were
stopped by the Custom House authori-
ties of the United States, under an old
Act which had not been repealed, and
if the American Government desired to
carry out the provisions of the Treaty
they certainly would repeal that Act.
The result of the action of the -United
States was that the trade of this coun-
try was conveyed to Albany and New
York, in American instead of Canadian
bottoms. A good dqal of corresp nd-
ence had taken place between the
United States and the Imperial authori-
ties on the subjeet during the last four
or five years, but no satisfactory result,
apparently, was being brought -bout.
It might be said tnat it would be
impolitic to lay these matters before
the louse. le did not think this would
be the case, and he was of opinion
that in Canada we were better able
to judge of the question than those
living at a great distance from the
country. le hoped the Government
would see fit to give the infornation
required.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE doubted
whether it would be advisable to bring
down the correspondence on the ques-
tion at the present time, and he would
request the hon. gentleman, if hle pressed
bis motion, that there should bu a dis-
toiet understanding that the Govern-
ment might bring down very little cf
the information, and perhaps il might
be advisable to bring nothing down.
The motion could only pass on that
understanding. lie thought the words

apparent violation of the Washingtoi
Treaty " should not be on the Jou nais
of the H!ouse. If the motion were al-
tered so as to read-" In regard to the
" action ofthe United States in denying

the free navigation ofthe canals oflthe
United States," then he xvould not

object to the motion.
Mr. JONES-I am perfectly williii

to accept that.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said th1e-

returns could not be complete, be-
cause the Government were now
in communication with the Unitod
States on the subject; therefore
it would not be advisable to pub-
lish some of the correspondence the
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Government was in possession of. The
same reasons made it undesirable to
discuss the matter thon.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER was satisfied that
his hon. friend would agree to the sug-
gestions made. The discussion of a mat-
ter which was the subject of diplomatie
correspondence might not only em-
barrass, but actually obstruet the nego-
tiations of the Government.

Mr. JONES agreed to the suggestion
and the motion was carried.

THE DEEP-WATER TERMINUS OF THE
INTERCOLONIAL.

Mr. PALMER moved for an Address
to His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral for a statement showing the
amount which the Government of Can-
ada have incurred in the construction
of the branch of the Intercolonial
Railway around Courtney Bay towards
the ballast wharf at the city of St.
John, New Brunswick; also copies of
all correspondence between any of the
authorities of the said city and' any
person on behalf of the Government
with reference to the terms on which
the Government was allowed to build
that work on property belonging to
the city; and copies of all correspon-
dence for the purchase of the Rankin
wharf property for a deep-water termi-
nus for the said railway, and of the
estimate of the cost of securing and
construction of such terminus. He
said that the work as far as it had pro-
ceeded had eut off ,the city from the
sea, and ho understood that the Gov-
ernment had been allowed to build
these works over the city property in
consideration of their making the ter-
inus of the railway at the Ballast
wharf. It was said that the Gov-
ernment had abandoned this work
entirely after expending certainty
not less than $100,000 or $11>0,000
upon it. When he (Mr. Palmer) had
asked them a question on this sub-
ject the lon. the First Minister re-
ported that he was not aware that
any parties had claimed their property
had been injured by the prosecution of
this work so far. He, however, had
since discovered that the Mayor of St.
John had, some time previous to the
answer being given, written to the
Department stating that such was the

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE.
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case. It was perfectly clear, moreover,
there would be a very large injury to
the property of the city unless the
work was completed. If completed,
instead of being an injury, it would be
a benefit, because then it would be
utilized in making the approach by the
railway 4o this property. Having
some very considerable local knowledge
in reference to this matter, ho wished
to say to the Minister of Public Works
he thought Rankin's wharf was entire-
ly unsuited for a deep-water terminus,
being extremely difficult of approach
and the water not being deeD enougb.
However, that was a matter for
the engineers to determine. The
people were a good deal excited
about the subject, and the city
was now claiming damages for loss to
property which they bad allowed the
Government to use on the understand-
ing this work would be completed.
Before the House was asked to
vote any sum for the purpose of mak-
ing a deep-water terminus, they
should be in possession of the informa-
tion he asked for.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE said some
of the papers could not be brought
down,but most of them would be submit-
ted. The expenditure for the purchase
of land up to the present time was
$115,111. He could not agree in the
opinion that if the railroad *ere car-
ried no further it would be any more
an obstruction to that part of the city
than if it were carried the whole way.
A considerable portion of the road
would be useful under any circum-
stances.

Mr. DOMVILLE-Not at all. It is
perfectly useless. I speak from per-
sonal knowledge.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
question the Government had to
consider was what was best in
the publie interest, and if it were
posssible to harmonize it with the in-
terest of the City of St. John, it should
be done. The Government had the
impression that the city sought to in-
pose onerous conditions on them. It
was originally agreed by the City
Council that the Government should
have possession of the frontage
to Reid's wharf. This was afterwards
receded from. At all events the Gov-
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ernment were convinced it would not
suit their purpose except at an enorm-
ons expenditure to go to the Ballast
Wharf and construct works that would
be absolutely necessary there in order
to secure accommodation for the large
traffic anticipated. It was yet unde-
termined to what point they might go,
but it was likely it would be deter-
mined very soon. They had to keep
in view in considering that deter-
mination not merely what would be
requisite for the traffic, but what would
suit the harbour, and also what would
be most likely to answer for connect-
ing with the roads owned on the other
side of the harbour.

He had no strong impression about
the bridge himself, but if there was to
be one it must be constructed either on
the upper side of the suspension bridge
at the falls, or across Navy Island.
We might fairly look forward to the
time when complete railway communi-
cation could be had from New York
and Boston to the most eastern point
of Nova Scotia, and with the straight-
ening on various places, we might ex-
pect to see a large portion of a certain
kind of traffie carried over it. Any
arrangements made in connection with
the St. John terminus of the Govern-
ment lines ought to be made with
a view to having them as con-
venient as possible for the anti-
cipated trade. Of the present vote
there was a sum of $20,000 which had
been awarded to the heirs of some
estate-he believed the Chipman estate
-that might be demanded at any time.
There had been some legal difficulty
about the matter.

Mr. DOMVILLE hoped that the
Government would pause before
determining to do anything in con-
nection with this matter. He only
wished to benefit the City of St. John
in the selection of the place ; and the
Minister of Customs knew that
Rankins's wharf was not fit for a
deep water terminus. This was not
to be gainsaid. As far as railway
requirements were concerned, the
proper location was above the suspen-
Sion bridge. The city had voted a
sum of money to a company on
condition that a bridge was built above
the falls; but this had not been done,
and the Company had applied two

years ago for a charter to bridge the
river or harbour where it would
interfere with the rights of the people
and cause a toll to be levied on the
inhabitants of both sides. No doubt
the Government railway must connect
with the western extension in time; but
why this should be done at the sacrifice
of the public interests he could not
understand. The railway in question
was hopelessly bankrupt, and the bond-
holders in England had contemplated
foreclosure. H1e had been asked, when
in London, who could be put in charge
of it. He hoped that the Premier would
endeavour to meet the views of the
citizens of St. John, though of course
without sacrificing the interests of the
iDominion in this connection.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE assured the hon.
gentleman that lie considered nothing
regarding this matter save the general
good. Hfe had no idea where the ter-
minus was to be selected, whether near
Ballast wharf, or up towards Rankin's
wharf. He was quite willing to leave
it to the Minister of Public Works.

Mr. DOMVILLE disclaimed intima-
ting that the Minister of Customs had
any personal interest in view, and
thought that the hon. gentleman, as a
representative of St. John, should
urge the Premier to place the termi-
nus where it would most benefit the
city.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE had no doubt
that the Premier would be governed
by the representations made on the
part of the city on this subject. He
had always, and was still, of the opin-
ion that the bridge should be built
where the suspension bridge now was.

Mr. DOMVILLE enquired if tho
hon. gentleman would use his influence
to have the matters at issue submitted
to arbitration ?

lon. Mr. BURPEE-This is to be
dealt with by the Minister of Publie
Works.

Mr. PALMER hoped that the road
would be made continuous. A draw-
bridge at Navy Island, would be utter-
ly destructive to the city's interests,
as the current and tide run at this
point at the rate of seven miles an
hour. le put it to the Premier
whether the question of a continuous
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line had anything to do with that of a
deep-water terminus? He could see
no connection between thein. It
would be much better to choose the
latter at Ballast Wharf, where land
was cheap, than in a thickly settled
part of the city. He did not wish to
obtain any confidential communica-
tions; but the House should be informed
of the estimate of the probable cost of
the work. The people of St. John
could not comprehend why this should
not be given, as they were confident
that the 'Government had been misled
with regard to this matter. If the lo-
cation of the terminus at Rankin's
wharf, including the price of the pro-
perty, would cost less than at Ballast
wharfas was represented,then he would
admit that he knew nothing of the
subject. Ie hoped that the matter was
not finally settled, as the change of
terminus in the future would involve
enormous expenditure.

Mr. KILLAM stated that many who
did not live in St. John thought that
if the city did the proper thing it
should give the right of way to Ballast
Wharf, and not leave it to arbitration.

Mr. PALMER-It did do it ; and
besides offered to give a large piece of
land at Ballast wharf.

Mr. KILLAHM-No! no!
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - They

asked $100,000 for the land at Ballast
Wharf.

Mr. KILLAM held that the city de-
manded an exorbitant price for this
property. This was in part the reason
why work had been stopped. He
hoped that the Government would not
proceed in this regard until the city
took a proper view of the subject. He
admitted that a bridge at Navy Island
would do injury to the city, as the har
bour was small and the current rapid.
The city was seeking to make money
at the expense of the Dominion.

Mr. McLEOD said there was con-
siderable diversity of opinion as to
where the deep-water terminus should
be. It occurred to him, looking at
the question from its various stand
points, that if the river were dredged
above the falls and the terminus were
placed where they were crossing the
river, that such an arrangement would
suit the city of St. John best.

Mr. PALMER.

Mr. PALMER wished to state that
when the Government found they re-
quired more property for this work.
the city authorities said they wculd
give all the land they offered
at first and allow Government arbitra-
tors to value the additional property
they required. H1e wondered if the
town of Yarmouth made so liberal an
offer ?

Mr. KILLAM--The town gave
all the land required for the right of'
way.

The motion was carried.

HUDSON AND JAMES BAYS EXPORTS AND
IMPORTS.

Mi. SCHULTZ moved for an Ad-
dress to Is Excellency the Governor
General for a statement showing im-
ports during the fiscal year 1874-5
into the North-West Territories
through ports on the Hudson and
James Bays together with expors from
the same ; names of, and renumeration
paid to persons employed by the Gov-
ernment at the said ports, together
with the instructions furnished them
by the Government, and reports madé
by them to the Customs Department.

He said that he wished to di-
rect attention to this matter be-
cause he could learn nothing froi
the public accounts of last year,
except that a Mr. Fortesque is a
sub-Collector of the Governinent with a
remuneration of $200 per year. Now,
there is a person of this name who is
an officer of the Hudson Bay Company,
at York Factory, in Hudson Bay, but
he (Mr. Schultz) scarcely thought it
possible that the Government should
place itself at the mercy of any large
importer of dutiable goods by employ-
ing one of the employés of the
importer to collect the duties and make
the returns. In this particular case
the imports and the exports are large,
and yet the trade and navigation
returns do not give that exact informa-
tion which the motion seeks. It seems
quite clear that the Government
interests in these regions are great
enough to warrant the employment
of a special Revenue Offleer. There is
in these Bays themselves and on their
shores the possibility of a great trade
for Canada. From very credible sources
he (Mr. Schultz) learned that at Paint-
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Hills and on Paint Islands, in James
Bay, there is a vein of magnetic iron
ore, whieh when examined by a
practical English miner in 1865 was
pronounced to be one of the largest
and most valuable veins of that mineral
in existenee. Graphite or plumbago
in a very pure state is also found at the
same place. Galena is very abundant
along the east coast, and a quantity
sent to England was found when
essayed to contain 80 per cent. of lead
and 8 per cent. of silver. Coal is also
said to exist near the Little Whale
River, and the Esquimaux report iron
mines on the mainland near Hudson
Straits. All this minerai wealth is
especially valuable because found on
the shores and near the excellent
harbours to be found in these bays.
'There is also a very large fishing
interest in these regions. Immense
numbers of white porpoise or aretic
whales annually visit the Hudson and
James Bays, where they enter the riv-
ers. and could in these rivers as well as
on the shores of the Bay be properly
flshed. The Hudson Bay Company, who
carried on business in two of these rivers
captured 7,749 of these fish, which
yielded 768 tons of oil vorth upwards
of £27,000 sig. in the London market.
Porpoise skins are also a valuable
article of trade, a very superior sort of
leather being made from them. On the
islands of the bay, seals are to be
found in great numbers, as well as the
walrus and the polar bear. Salmon
are abundant in the rivers, which drain
the range known as the SouthBelshaves,
aid cod-fish are also abundant about
Hudson Strait. In view of the
importance of the trade possible in these
regions, he (Mr. Schultz) hoped thatthe
Government would give all information
in their power, and that they would
take into consideration the anomaly of
appointing the employee of the
principal importers to take charge of
the very important direct and indirect
Ïnterests of Government in this region.

lon. Mr. BURPEE said they would
bring down all the information they
-had on the subject in the Department,
and in the office at Sault St. Marie,
where all the returns were made. The
Collector at the Sault visited the dis-
triet once a year and made an exami-
nation of ail the entries, manifests and

books of the district. le had also to
state that everysafeguard possible had
been placed on the collection of the
revenue by the Department.

Mr. SCHULTZ thanked the Hon.
Minister of Customs for the promise
that all the information would be
brought down. But he also desired to
know why the Government employed
an employé of the importer to collect
their duties ?

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said this
was a very exceptional case. It
was impossible to get people there
to act as Custom louse Officers
unless they took some responsible
man on the spot. The Government
found that this service had been done
for many years by one of the agents of
the Hudson Bay Company there, and
they had not seen their way clear to
get any one else to take the position
for the small salary they paid. They
could not pay a large salary, as the
revenue collected was very small.

The motion was carried.

cANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Mr. BUNSTER moved for the Re-
ports of 1874 and 1875 of the engineer
in charge of the British Columbia sec-
tion of the Western Division of the
Canadian Pacific Railway.

He said that it was agreed at the in-
ception of this work that the survey
should be completed in two years.
Since then over tive years bad elapsed,
and very little was known by the peo-
ple of the country as to what had been
done upon that survey, which ought
to have been completed long ago. He
showed how expeditiously the Central
Pacifie Railroad Company had con-
ducted their surveys in that part of
the country, and condemned the Gov-
ernment for not proceeding more rap-
idly with the survey.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
must ask the hon., gentleman not te
press his motion. The report of Mr.
Sandford Fleming, of 1874, was all that
could be made public in regard to
these surveys. The reports of Mr.
Smith made to Mr. Fleming he could
not promise to bring down, as they
consisted to a great extent of confiden-
tial letters, and would not be proper
documents to publish in the shape sent
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down. If the hon. gentleman desired
any specifie information on the subject
he had no objection to give it, but he
did object to the motion in the way it
was put.

Mr. DECOSMOS thought the re-
port of the engineer of the Western
Division should be placed before the
Ilouse prior to the discussion of this
subject.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) consid-
ered it important that these reports
should be laid before the House. The
Government had promised that the ut-
most diligence should be used in the for-
warding of these surveys, and it was
necessary they should have the reports
before them in order to ascertain if
the promise of the louse had been
carried out. The Session of 1876 had
arrived and they had no more de-
finite information as to the surveys
than they had in 1874, and if they
were to judge of the future from the
past years and years untold would roll
by before they would arrive at a satis-
factory conclusion as to the route to be
adopted.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
hoped the hon. gentleman would with-
draw his motion. All the information
up to 30th June was in the Public
Works Report. Ifsubsequent informa-
tion would be produced in the chief
engineers report which he bas in pre-
paration.

Mr. BJNSTER said he reluctantly
eonsented to withdraw the motion,
hoping, however, that the Hon. Pre-
mier would give all the information he
<.ould as fast as possible,

The motion was withdrawn.

GOVERNMENT DEPOSITS IN BANKS.

Mr. BOWELL moved for an Address
to lis Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral for a statement of all moneys lying
at the credit of the Dominion in any
bank, or in the hands of any financial
agent, or other person with whom such
moneys are deposited in Canada or
elsewhere, said statement to show:-
1st. The amount to the credit of the
Dominion in each Bank onthe last day
of each month from December, 1873, to
December, 1875, inclusive. 2nd. The

aIon, Mr. MAcKENziz.

amounts drawing interest at the close
of each month in the different Banks
and the rate and the amounts on de-
mand not drawing interest. 3rd. The
amounts on deposit in. the hands of
Canadian banks, financial agents or
other persons in England or elsewhere
other than in the Dominion, and the
rate of interest, if any, received upon
said deposits. He said the information
sought for by this motion had, to a
very great extent, been furnished by
the returns which had been laid on the
table since his motion had been put
upon the notice paper. Still, in look-
ing over the Finance Minister's
statements and comparing them
with the official returns in the
Gazette, he found such large
discrepancies between the two that he
thought it was well to call the atten-
tion of the House and the country to
the facts, more particularly when he
remembered that in a discussion which
had recently taken place, the Finance
Minister stated that the large amounts
which were lying on demand in the
Banks were not necessarily drawing
no interest. On looking over the re-
turns furnished by the Auditor General,
however, he (Mr. Bowell) found that
none of this money lying on demand
in the banks drew interest. He thought
some arrangement should be made with
the Banks so as to secure some interest
upon demand deposits,as was done with
private individuals when they had run-
ning accounts and large deposits to
their credit. When the Finance
Minister made the statement to the
louse that deposits on demand were

not necessarily without interest, no
doubt he did so with the object of con-
veying to the country the impression
that portions of these sums did draw
interest. That was the inference drawn
from it by bimself and others, which
the facts did not warrant. The amounts
lying in the different banks,on demand,
and bearing no interest, in 1874-5,
were:-

1874.
July .......................... $4,909,595 00
August ...................... 3,170,344 29
September .................. 3,995,391 81
October. ..................... 5,233,667, 70
November ........ ...... .. 4,873,623 23
December ................... 4,875,496 39
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1875.
January .....................
February ....................
iMarcb.........................
April..........................
May...........................
June ........... . .....
July .........................

4,999,612
3,194,740
3,843,957
3,916,996
3,985,324
3,548,781
4,227,130

Now, it seemed to him, some system
might be adopted by which interest on
these large amounts might be saved to
the country, instead of, as was now
done, lending it in the Banks therby en-
abling them to encourage speculation
by increasing their discounts largely,
and sharing the profits among the
stockholders at the expense of the peo-
ple. The effect of this system was ex-
emplified when the Finance Minister
issued Lis circular informing the Banks
that it would be necessary for them to
pay the sums which they had lying at
the crelit of the Dominion. Ex-
pecting to have to pay these large
amounts they were obliged to restrict
their banking accommodation to the
people of the country, and the result
was almost a panic. The House had
been informed by the hon. member
for Montreal West that the effect of
the issuing of this circular had on the
country, was of a very serious charac-
ter-that had the money demanded
been paid at the time, it would not
only have injured some of the weak
Banks, but in all probability might
have driven them to the wall. It had
also been stated that the Government,
and more particularly the Finance
Minister, deserved very great credit for
not putting his order in force and in-
foreing payment of that money, thus
enabling the Banks to go on and con-
tinue their discounting without inter-
fering with the business of the country.
He was also given great credit for
having gone to England and borrowed
money instead of demanding from the
Banks that which really belonged to
the public-in other words, that he
deserved praise for using the credit of
Canada to borrow moncy while they
had sufficient for all their requirements
but allowed it to remain in the hands
of private bankers for the benefit of
their stockholders. He (Mr. Bowell)
believed he could show that this money
had been distributed largely among
those ]Banks which were able to bring

and did bring the largest amount of
political influence to bear in favour
of the Government; and that at one
time one of the Banks bad on deposit
a sum nearly equal to 50 per cent. of
its paid up capital.
. le would refer to only a few months

of each year to show how unequal this
money had been distributed. The
Bank of Montreal, with a paid up
capital of $11,961,400 had the follow-
ing Dominion deposits in 1873 :-

On Demand.
Dec. 1873,.. .$1,807,369
April 1874.... 3,807,600
July " ... 2,389,885
Oct. " ... 3,613.579
Dec. " ... 3,055,568

April 1875 ... 1,769,414
July " .. 1,385,614
Oct. .. 1 ,394,485
Dec. " ... 1,298,701

At Interest.

$1,500,000
2,000,000
2,000,000
2,973,333
2,973,333
2,473,333
1,500,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

The Bank of Commerce with a capi-
tal paid up of $6,000,000, but which did
not appear to be in great favour with
the Government, had the following de-
posits :-

On D mand. At Interest.

April 1874.... $ 54,953 $ 50,000
July " ... 497,027 50,000
Dec. " ... 491,725 539,888
April 1875.... 236,983 539,888
July " .... 129,513 434,888
Oct. " .... 24,891 288,888
Dec. " ... 255,206

The Merchants Bank,
up capital of $7,146,000
following deposits :-

with a paid
had only the

On Demand. At Interest.
Dec. 1873 ...
April 1874...
July
Dec.
April 1875....
July .
Oct.
Dec.

$375,362
358,197
382,749
300,675

163,822
185, 196

...........

...........

...........

...........
$325, 186

189,289
.. ,.........

Such were the returns for the larger
Banks; he now desired to call attention
to the Dominion accounts during the
same period in the Ontario Bank,
which had a paid up capital of only
$2,932,752. In December, 1873, he
found by the Gazette returns that the
Ontario Bank had on deposit but
$180,491 on demand. In January, 1874,
it had $214,463, in February $273,780.
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March, $291,361 ; and April $300,468.
During these months, January, Febru-
ary, March and April, there were no
interest-bearing deposits in this Bank
to the credit of the Government. In
May, however, $238,906 was on deposit
on demand, and $192,765 drawing
interest ; the deposits for June he was
unable to find owing to the fact that
the statement was not contained in the
Gazette. The table
lows :-

On Demand.

July 1874.. .$280,642
August...... 303 658
September.. 336,088
October ...... 336,088
November. 361,455
December.. 370,991
Jan. 1865.... 314,624'
February. ... 347,129
March........ 377,128
April......... 353,609
He found in addition,

continued as fol-

At Interest.

$196,416
346,416
440,861
440,861
440,8 1
440,861
440,861
462,527
547,527
669,194

from the returns
moved for in the Senate during the
last Session of Parliament, that there
were at the credit of this Bank in
England during the month of April the
sum of $243,333.33, but he did not
know whether it bore interest or not,
as the returns did not show it, and of
course he had no other means of
obtaining the information.

Taking the amounts deposited in
England, and at interest and demand
in Canada, the total deposit to the
credit of the Dominion in the Ontario
Bank at that time reached the figureof
$1,267,137.04, proving the truth of
what he had said a short time pre
viously - that the deposits for that
month in the Ontario Bank were
almost equal to 50 per cent. of the
whole paid-up capital upon which to
speculate at the expense of the people
of the Dominion. Whetherthe country
held any security for so large a sum
he did not know, nor did the country,
for such information had not been
vouchsafed. In May, the Bank held
on the part of the Government,
$359,331 on demand, and $669,194
at interest; and in June, $389,666
on demand, and $669,194 at interest.
In July, however, these deposits were
changed, for we find that the non-
interest bearing deposits were increased
from $389,666 to $611,302, while the

Mr. BOWELL.

interest bearing account was reduced
from 8669,194 to $206,666, showing
that the Government had either placed
on deposit from funds then at their
disposal, a very large sum to the
credit of the non-bearing interest
account, and had used a consider-
able amount which was bearing inter-
est ; or had drawn from the interest
bearing deposits over $300,000 and
added it to the non-bearing interest
account. H1e trusted the Finance Min-
ister would explain why this large
sum was carried from the interest to
the non-interest bearing account. To
the non-initiated, who formed their con-
clusions from the returns published in
the Gazette, these figures presented a
most extraordinary spectacle.

In August of the same year, the non-
bearing interest deposits amounted to
$500,456, and the interest account to
$208,391. In September, $598,084
on demand, and $209,591 at inter-
est. In October the former was
$597,752, while the interest-bearing
deposits had been altogether with-
drawn. In November, the non-
interest bearing deposits were
$583,427 and the interest bearing
account was a blank. In December
$428,686 were deposited bearing no
interest, while $100,000 bore interest ;
proving that whether the Presi-
dent of this Institution was so or
not, the Bank was certainly a favourite
with the Government for some reason
or other. Either it afforded better fa-
cilities for doing business than any
other Bank and was considered more
solvent ; or what is more likely these
large deposits were given to the Bank
in recognition of political services ren-
dered by its President, the Hon. John
Simpson.

This was not all. When he com-
pared these figures with the official
returns sent down by Mr. Langton, the
Auditor General, and laid before the
Flouse, he discovered that the figures
of one or the other were totally unreli-
able, for in fact no one taking both
statements into consideration could
come to any correet conclusion what-
ever. The discrepancy between the
two was of the most extraordinary
character, extending to bundreds of
thousands. He would, howtver, only
refer to the interest-bearing accounts
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and exhibit the difference existing be-
tween the returns made by the Ontario
Bank and published monthly in the
Qicial Gazette, and the sums given as
being in the Bank in the statement
submitted by the Finance Minister.
The table was as follows:-
O/?ial Gazctte Return. Finance Minister's

1874. Statement.

July . . .. $196,416 ............. $196,416
August.. .246,416 .............. 196,416
September440,861 .............. 196,416
October . .440,861 . . .. ........ 196,416
November440,861 .............. 196,416
December 440,861 ............. 440,861

1875.
January . .440,861 .............. 440,861
February .462,527..............440,861
Marh .547,527 .............. 340,861
April.....669,194..............340,861
Ma.y 669,194..............340,861
June ..... 669,194 .............. 340.861
July .... .206,666 .............. 340,861

Beyond this the returns submitted to
Parliament did not go, and he had no
means at his disposal for making future
comparisons; but the wide discrepancies
above displayed would certainly strike
the Iouse as being somewhat strange
and unaccountable.

One thing, at all events. was certain,
both returns could not be right. 'It
might, and no doubt would be said by
the Finance Minister, that those
published by the Bank dated to the end
of the month, while those brought
down by the Finance Minister were to
the first of the month ; still he thought
the -House could scarcely bc con-
vinced that such a remarkable discrep-
ancy as that between '$669,000, and
$340,000 should not only exist in one
month,but should be continued for three
or four months without any change.

H1on. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I will
save the hon. gentleman the trouble of
wasting the time of the House over
that point,-it is quite evident that the
Ontario Bank included the amount it
held in England during these four
months.

Mr. BOWELL--If this be granted.
then it only shows the necessity .f
adopting some other system in order
that these figures, when published,
may be comprehended by the general
public. If the balantes in England
were added to the Ontario Bank, then
why did not the Finance Minister show

that in his return so as to avoid misap-
prehension ?

He found, however, that even with
the aid of this interpretation they could
not arrive at a correct solution of the
problem. Taking the average totals as
submitted by the Finance Minister and
comparing them with those given in
the Gazette for the same months, it
would be seen that they did not tally;
the difference on the whole for the
thirteen months, it is true, was only
$4,545, but when he took the same
totals and compared them with the
figures relating exclusively to the
Ontario Bank, he discovered a discrep-
ancy of no less than $210,556. The
average totals as per the Oecial Gazette
for the thirteen months, ending July
last, was $820,017, while Mr. Langton's
average for the same period was only
$609,461, making a difference of $210,-
556 ; so that if the statement of the
Finance Minister were correct, that the
deposits which the Ontario Bank had
bearing interest in England and else-
where accounted for the discrepancy
between the returns, it certainly did
not explain this discrepancy, at
least, nor did they explain what had
become of the $210,556. This might
all appear strange to some, but it
would not so seem to those who had
watched the course of events dur-
ing the last two or three years,
particularly as they referred to the fav-
oured Ontario Bank. In this country
the people would naturally ask why a
bank having but between $2,000,000
and $3,000,000 of paid up capital, should
have had so large an amount of Domin-
ion money deposited with it without
interest, while those Banks and money-
ed institutions having a paid up capital
three or four times as large, should
not have had as much. le thought it
could be better understood in the light
of past events, and by looking at the
political aspect of the whole question.
A few years ago this Bank had not so
much money at its disposal as it had
had of late. The political parties of
the country had changed places, and a
change in the administration of the
affairs of the country took place. An
election followed, and his bon. friend,
the Finance Minister, made a political
tour through the central portion of
the country. The hon. gentleman
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visited South Ontario, as well .as his
(Mr. Bowell's) county, of which he
had no reason to complain; for the result
of his visit to North Hastings in one
township alone was to increase his (Mr.
Bowell'm) majority from 38 to between
80 or 90. However, shortly after the
hon. gentleman's visit to South Ontario,
the present occupant of the seat for
that riding became a candi late, and
they found the President of the On-
tario Bank issuing a circular to his
friends and bank customers in that
riding, in which he not only asked for
the support of his friends, but he noti-
fied his bank managers in the differ-
ent parts of the riding to do the same.
For the information of those wbo had
not seen the circular he would read it,
and he was sure those who had read it
before would be delighted to have their
memories refreshed, and to those who
had not read it, it would be a source of
information, showing how elections
were carried in Ontario. He
was satisfied that this letter,
together with the figures he had
given to the House, would enable
hon. members to understand why the
Ontario Bank had received so much
greater favour than other banks
throughout the Dominion. The lotter
was principally as follows :-

I BOWMANVILLE, Jan. 17th, 1874.

- , Esq.,

"DEAR SiR,--Although I am not disposed to
oppose Mr. Gibbs on personal grounds in the
approaching elections, still, as one who has
laboured long and hard to promote the inte-
rests of Canada, I now ask my friends to sup-
port men who will support the present Gov-
ernment, for the following reasons:-

"Becaus miny of the men forming the pre-
sent Government are my personal and esteem-
ed friends.

" Because, if the present Goveranment is
sustained, I will be able through them to get
jastice for our party in n edful appointments and
otherwise.

" Because, if they are sustained, our bank and
other Ontario banks-and through them the
country-will have th. use of the Government
surplis u ?tl requird.

" May I ask you to give my old friend, Mr.
Cameron, your candid and honest support?

" I am, yours truly,
" J. SIMPSON."

The President of the Bink in this
instance had certainly shown a marked
degree of penetration. Ie saw that

Mr. BoWELL.

if his friends were sustained the result
would be beneficial to himself, his
bank, and his shareholders. The re-
sult was as anticipated, and as he (Mr.
Bowell) had shown. The country
beheved, and there could be no doubt
that these favours had been conferred
in consideration of services then ren-
dered in defeating the Hon. Mr. Gibbs,
and assisting in the election of Mr.
Malcolm Cameron. But this undue
influence did not stop here. So im-
pressed was the Hon. Mr. Simpson
with the fact that he was to receive
great benefits froin the Government in
power that his bank managers were
instructed and did send out letters, of
which the following is an extract:-

" We," that is, the Bank, " are largely inter-
ested in the success of the vresent Government
as their continuance in power will add largely
to the success and prosperity of the Bank.
Our President, the Hon John Simpson, is
calling upon all our friends to g"ve us a hand
for Mr. Cameron, and he would es eem if a
great favour if you could give us a helping
hand along with our m iny other friends."

Putting the President's and the
Bank Manager's letters togother,
and looking at the official returns, he
thought they might safely say that that
President not only made a " big
push " but a successful " push " in the
direction of receiving large bank de-
posit which enabled him to do business
upon the money of the Dominion, and
declare large dividends to his stock-
holders at the expense of the country,
-by having the money on de-
posit without interest-at rates rang-
ing from 8 to 10 per cent. Are
these facts not sufficient to cause
people to ask whether some other
system could not be adopted by which
the country should receive benefits for
the immense amounts now deposited
with the banks, without any benefits
being received ta the country there-
from? It might be argued that these
banks were liable to be required to pay
over the money at any moment, and
that they should, in coasequence, re-
ceive some benefits for this ; but as
arrangements were made by private
individuals by which they received a
certain amount of interest on deposits,
with the right ti draw at any moment,
he could not see hy the country should
not be placed in the same position
particularly when they had seen that

(COMMONS.] in Bankis.



in Banks. 779

the effect of the Government demand-
ing its own money had been to ma-
terially affect the trade interests of
the country. The interests of the
country demanded that the system
should be changed. Looking over
these bank statements and returns of
the Finance Minister, and the effect
a sudden call had upon weak banks for
this deposit and the trade of the country,
he deemed it his duty to enter Lis pro-
test against the continuance of a sys-
tem of this kind, which enabled the
Government to t·emunerate their poli-
tical friends with the money which
belonged to the whole people.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he
had no objection to the motion pass-
ing, but he desired the return to be
made up in such a way as to
include the years 1871 and 1872,
because it was desirable that the
House should see exactly how these
matters were managed during the two
previous years. He could not help
thinking it would have been wise& if the
hon. gentleman had waited until the re-
turns had been brought down before he
made the speech'he had just delivered.
lad he done so, ho would have had

.reason to modify several of Lis state-
ments. He would call the hon. gentle-
man's attention to some two or three
patent errors into which he had fallen,
without entering upon a detailed criti-
cism of his observations. In the first
place, the discrepancy between the
statement of bank balances as brought
down by Mr. Langton in obedience to
the demand of the Public Accounts
Committee, and those published in the
Bankinq Gazette was entirely attribu-
table to the fact that they were made
up to different dates, and dates at
which there would be always a con-
siderable variation in the balances.
He might remark for the. hon.
gentleman's special information (and
he seemed to require a good deal of
information apart from that he had
mioved for) that considerable differ-
onces would always be founi between
a bank statement on the last day of
the month, and a bank statement on
the first day of the month. As a
general thing, it woul<; be found desir-
able, when the Goveinment were in
the habit of paying in or drawing
large sums from banks that the money

should be paid in or withdrawn on the
first day of each month. With regard
to other matters to which the hon.
gentleman had referred, if he desired
to have the Auditor General ex-
amined before the -Public Accounts
Committee, he had no doubt satis-
factory explanations would be given
of the apparent discrepancies. It
might possibly be that the returns
in his office to some extent differed
from those of the -banks, because
sometimes entry warrants were
passed which might not be presented
to the various companies on which
they were drawn for several days, or,
in some instances, for weeks after
they were returned to the depart-
ment. With respect to the statement
as to the Ontario Bank, he begged to
reiterate his statement made in answer
to the statement of the hon member
for Cumberland. He stated then what
was the fact, that up to June 30th,
1875, instead of their being 8600,000
ueposited with that bank, without in-
terest, that there was only about half
that amount. The sums given in the
Gazette were divided into sums at
demand and suans not at demand. No-
thing was said as to whether they
bore interest or not. With regard to
the hon. gentleman's question as to
whether it was desirable for the
Government to charge interest on
sums which they were likely to use
and which they would require to
have absolutely at their command, ho
thought the hon. member for Cumber-
land had laid down a very correct rule
in his remarks on that subject some
days ago.

It was stated then by that hon. gen-
tlenan that in his judgment money
was of no use to a bank unless it had
the control of it for a considerable-
time, and he was quite right in so stat-
ing. The position both of this Govern-
ment and of the late Administration
with respect to those bank balances
was this: enormous expenditures were
going on, amounting to something like
forty or forty-two millions of dollars
in a single year, and ranging some-
times f:om three to eight, or even
twelve millions in a single month.
Moreover, under the legal tender sys-
tom to which the Government was
pledged, it was necessary to keep large
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sums on hand. That was one ground
on which he (Mr. Cartwright) bad op-
posed the introduction of the legal ten.
der system at all. He had nlot in the
slightest degree altered his opinion of
that measure by which promises to pay
had been substituted for one-half ofthe
gold reserve of the country. No doubt
there were conveniences attendant
upon it, but the disadvantage inherent
in the system was this: the Government
were always obliged to keep, in addi-
tion to the gold reserve, a very consid-
erable amount absolutely at call, and
he doubt ed very much whether it would
be expedient for a Government, how-
ever it might for an individual, to
demand interest on sums so deposited.
He had invariably found where interest
was demanded, the banker was sure
to endeavour to obtain some return
for it. If it was desired that the pub-
lic at large should not be embarrased
by having their accommodation cur-
tailed, it would be necessary not to
demand interest of money held at call.
The reason was so clear that it was
not necessary for him to lay down
more than the general principal that
in this country, while we have such
enormous expenditures going on, a
large amount of money must be held
at demand, and it would not be wise in
the public interest to exact much
return for it. With reference to
the distribution of these sums, any
hon. gentleman could easily under-
stand it was advisable the Finance
Minister of any Government should not
render an account of the precise rea-
sons which induced them to withdraw
deposits from certain banks. Special
reasons might exist for it, and it was
better in the public interest that the
Government should be supposed even
to act capriciously than that they
should be understood to withdraw
because a bank was not considered safe.
Some of our largest banks had
declined on more than one occasion to
take considerable sums of money
which he would have liked to deposit
with them, for the simple reason they
had no means of employing it profitably
in their business at the moment. That
was one reason why some banks had
received a smaller amount than others.
Another consideration, which had more
or less influenced the Government was

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

this : sometimes they were put to con-
siderable shifts to get out small notes.
That .was a difficulty which would
always exist unless the Government
had a monopoly of the whole circula-
tion, or engaged in the actual practi-
cal business of banking. There always
would be some difficulty in supplying
ones and twos which were the denom-
inations to the use of which they were
confined. On more than one occasion
he had found it necessary, for the con-
venience of the public, to give sums of
twenty or thirty thousand dollars in
small notes to the various minor banks
for the purpose of getting them into
circulation. He might also observe
that if he were to remove depositw from
some of these banks the only result
would be that they (the banks) would
be obliged to apply for gold for the Do-
minion notes, and that the reduction of
their deposits might lead the public to
suppose they were dangerously weak-
ened. He did not say it was advisable
that banks in such a position should
have large deposits, but it was one of
the reasons why sums deposited should
not be hastily withdrwan. Under
the operation of the Legal Tender
Act, the position of these banks had
been mixed up with that of the Gov-
ernment as regarded the amount of
legal tenders which they desired t
keep out; and that would continue
fo be a source of some considerable
inconvenience, and in some cases
of possible danger, to the stability
of these institutions. ' Last Session,
with a view to reducing this danger to a
minimum, he had introduced a provi-
sion in the Banking Act, which re-
quired the Government to hold gold
only for everything over $12,000,000,
and fifty per cent. of gold for all issues
over $9,000,000 ; and he thought as the
population and trade of the country
increased, it would, by the natural ex-
pansion of its reserves and of
its banking capital, grow out of
that system which contained within
it certain elements of danger. As
to the question to what extent
the Government were the cause
by removals of deposits, of the com-
mercial panie which occurred in June,
1875, he thought avery cursory review
of the bank balance on the first day of
each month in 1874-5-particularly
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those of Ontario and Quebec, whieh
were the only Provinces in which it
had been asserted the balances had
been violently disturbed-would show
conclusively there was extremely little
ground for that assertion. So far from
there being any violent disturbance or
oscillation in the bank balances, they
were remarkably constant during the
thirteen months from July, 1874, to
July, 1875. On the lst ofJuly, 1874,
after paying the subsidies, there was
nearly $8,000,000 in the Ontario and
Quebec Banks, at interest, or in ordi-
nary cash. On the lst of July, 1875,
after payment of subsidies, there was
$8,114,000 in the self-same banks,
showing that the disturbance between
these two periods had amounted merely
to $114,000. The only other disturb-
ance was due to paying a large amount
of seignorial indemnity, for which a
considerable sum had been broughtfrom
England. So far from this measure
producing a panic, it was very consid-
crably instrumental in sustaining the
credit of country, and in bringing in
capital, which was certainly more or
less needed at that time, as a
permanant investment. As to the
sum total it would be advisable to
keep in hand, it must be remembered
that as our Dominion extends, as we
take in new Provinces, and com-
mence various great public works,
it will be necessary to main-
tain a very considerable amount
of money at certain points, more than
would ordinarily be required. In the
Ontario and Quebec Banks, whore the
chief reserves were, the Government
very rarely had more than some
$2,500,000 or $3,000,000 lying available,
and of that, the largest proportion had
been in the Bank of Montreal, their
chief fiscal agent. The disturbance
which had occurred almost invariably
happened in the cash on deposit in
that bank. He had been assured that
flot only bad the Montreal Bank taken
pains in their management to avoid in
any way curtailing the accommodation
to their customers when the Govern-
ment made demands on them, but in
order to strengthen credit here, they
had drawn large sums from thoir re-
serves in foreigu countries to enable
them to accommodate the Can-
adian public, and render assistance

to other institutions which might be in
want of it. He desired that to be
thoroughly understood, because he had
always made it a point of policy in
dealing with our banks, to impress
upon them the desirability of not al-
lowing the balance placed in their hands
to go to their customers so as to avert
the disturbances which he had been
charged with having caused. Every
possible precaution had been taken to
prevent these sums being used in that
way. This system of making large
deposits in the various banks of Canada
had not been inaugurated by him, but
was one he had found in full oporation
when he entered on the duties of this
office, and the relative increase was
vastly less fron 1873 to 1875 than in
the two years preceding. -He proposed
to bring down a statement showing
the amount on deposit on the first ôf
every month, from December lst, 1871,
to December lst, 1875.

At six o'clock the House rose for
recess.

AFTER RECESS.

PRIVATE BILLF.

The Bill intituled an Act to incorpo-
rate the Canada Fire and Marine
Insurance Company, was taken up.

Mr. WOOD, in roply to the Hon.
Mr. Mackenzie, explained that the
promoter of the Bill (Mr. Thompson,
Hlaldimand) - then absent - declined
to change the name of the Company
on the ground that under this title it
had been doing business for some
tine.

Mr. DOMVILLE considered that a
breach of faith had been committed
in the neglect to alter the title ; ho
gave notice that he would move that
it should be changed.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE enquired
what Company at present existing
bore a similar title.

Mr. DOMVILLE-The Canada Mu-
tual Marine Insurance Company.

Hon. Mr. MACKENYIE-There is
also a Canada Life Assurance Com-
pany ; as long as the name is reason-
ably distinct, there is no ground for
complaint.
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The Bill was read the third time, on

motion of Mr. Wood, and passed.
The House went into a Committee

of the Whole, Mr. Iiesjardins in the
Chair, to consider the Bill intituled an
Act to amend the Acts respecting the
Citizens' Insurance and Investment
Company, and reported the Bill.

The Bill was read the third time,
and passed.

The House went into Committee,
Mr. Irving in the Chair, to consider the
Bill intituled an Act to extend the
time for the commencement and com-
pletion of the Great Western and Lake
Ontario Shore Junction Railway, and
rising, reported it.

The Bill was read the third time, and
passed.

The House went into Committee,
Mr. Oliver in the Chair, to considor the
Bill intituled an Act to amend the
Act to incorporate the Clifton Suspen-
sion Bridge Company, and rising,
reported it.

The Bill was read the third time, and
passed.

The bouse went into Committee,
Mr. Mills in the Chair, to consider the
Bill entitled an Act to amend the
Act to incorporate "The Commercial
Travellers' Association of Canada," and
rising, reported it.

The Bill was read the third time, and
passed.

SECOND READINGS.

The Bill entitled an Act to incor.
porate " The British Canadian Loan
and Investment Company," was read
the second time.

The Bill entitled an Act to incor-
porate " The Maritime Savings and
Loan S3ciety," was read the second
time.

The Bill entitled an Act to incorpo-
rate the Synod ofthe Church'of England
Diocese of Rupert's Land, was read the
second time.

The Bill entitled an Act to incorpor-
ate the England and Canada Mortgage
Security Company, was read the second
time.

TRANSPORTATION OF CATTLE.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Mills in the Chair, to
consider the Bill entitled an Act to
amend the Act 38 Vict. Chap. 42,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Business.

respecting the transportation of cattle
by railway, or other mode of convey-
ance, wîthin the Dominion of Canada,
as amended by the Standing Commit-
tee on Railways, Canals, and Tele-
graph Lines-and rising, reported it.

The Bill was read the third time, and
passed.
INCORPORATION OF BOARDS OF TRADE.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Macdonald (Toronto)
in the Chair, to consider the Bill
entitled an Act to amend the Act 37
Victoria, Chapter 51, intituled an Act
to authorize the incorporation of Boards
of Trade in the Dominion-as amended
by the Standing Committee of Bank-
ing and Commerce ;---and rising,
reported it.

It was read the third time, and
passed.

THE INSPECTION ACT.

The House went into Committee,
Mr. Killam in the Chair, to consider
the Bill intituled an Act to amend
the Act to make better provision for
extending to the whole Dominion of
Canada, the Act respecting the inspec-
tion of certain staple articles - of
Canadian produce-as amended by the
Standing Committee on Banking and
Commerce.

Mr. KIRK desired to learn why
the clause relieving exporters of fish
from the necessity of having them in-
spected had been struck out by the
Committee ? He was informed by the
fishermen of his county that inspec-
tion was of no value to them what-
ever, and he could not see why--since
flour exported need not be inspect-
ed-fish should not be an exception to
this rule.

Mr. DAVIES thought that the hon.
member was in error, as inspection
was certainly of value.

Mr. YOUNG explained that the
Committee, after long and careful dis-
cussion, decided almost unanimously
-only two votes being contra-that
fish exported should be inspected.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL agreed that
this should be done, as inspection was
of very great importance.

Mr. BUNSTER hoped that the
words " excepting British Columbia"
should be erased.
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Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thought that
ibis erasure was desirable.

lion. Mr. HOLTON explained that
the original Act did not extend to Bri-
tish Columbia, in accordance with the
desire of its representatives; also that
the entry of the words " excepting
British Columbia, " was in harmony
with all the previous legislation in this
connection.

Mr. BUNSTER hoped that the law
would be extended to British Colum-
bia.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL urged that
the omission of the words " British
Columbia " would have this effect.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE remarked
that no provision had been made for
the inspection of fish in that Province.

Hon. Mr. HlOLTON considered
that they were not in posssession of
sufficient evidence to show that the ex-
tension requested was desired in the
Province. He, however, would be very
glad to see such legislation secured.

Mr. BUNSTER stated that fish be-
ing a principle article of export in
British Columbia, they wished to have
it inspected, in order to ensure the es-
tablishment of a world-wide reputa-
tion in this relation.

Mr. DECOSMOS did not agree with
his hon. friend from Vancouver; he
was of opinion that the inspection of
flsh oils would be an injury instead of
a benefit to their trade. He hoped
that the extension of the operation
of this law to British Columbia would
be deferred until the desire of the per-
sons interested could be definitely as-
certained.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON remarked that
as the representatives of that Province
were divided on the subject, the delay
requested should be accorded.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL thought that
the Committee should rise and report
progress, in order to obtain the opin-
ion of the Minister of Justice on
the legal point in question.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated tbat
if at a future time they became satisfied
that British Columbia really desired to
secure the inspection of its fish, this
would be granted.

Mr. BUNSTER accepted this expla-
nation, and withdrew bis proposition.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE, in view of
the gradual destruction of the oyster
beds at Caraquet, etc., urged the inspec-
tion of oysters.

Mr. FORBES did not think that this
matter came within the purview of this
Act, but simply appertained to the
jurisdiction of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL held that it
was for the House to take action in
this connection if it was considered
advisable.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIÊ announced
that the Goverument would take this
question into consideration; in the
neantime he advised, that ibis Bill
should be allowed to pass in its pre-
sent shape,

Mr. SPEAKER was of opinion
that the inspection should take place
at the oyster bed, and not at the
place of sale. Reckless fishing, un-
fortunately, was not rare; but as re-
gards size, care should be taken under
such circumstances, as the Caraquet
oyster was much smaller than the
oyster obtained from the Prince Ed-
ward Island beds.

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-It is one-
fourth the size.

Mr. GILLMOR moved in amend-
ment to clause B, that half-boxes
should be twenty-two inches long, and
four inches wide, and sbould contain
not less than ten pounds of fish.-
Carried.

The Committee rising, reported
the Bill as amended.

The Bill was read the third time, and
passed.

THE ST. PETER's CANAL.

The debate being resumed on the
motion of Mr. Flynn, for an order of the
House for a copy of the reports and
plans made by Mr.Perley in the summer
of 1873 for the enlargement of St.
Peter's Canal, &c.,

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) stated
that this canal was very important with
relation to the shipping and other
interests of the Lower Provinces.
Somewhere about 1863-4 the Legisla-
ture of Nova Scotia had come to the
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conclusion that it was very desirable
that the waters of Bras d'Or Lake and
the Atlantic should be connected by
canal; well aware ofthe benefits which
would bederived from this undertaking,
as dangerous navigation would thereby
be avoided, and a,plain, easy, and direct
way provided for reaching the coal
ports in that quarter.

Since then a much larger class of
vessels had come into use, and
it was found that the canal was
at present neither deep nor wide
enough for the purposes of trade.
During the past year nearly 700 ves-
sels and over. 200 boats had passed
through it. Vessels of 1,000 tons
capacity were, however, compelled to
take a circuitous route by Scattaree
and Big Bras d'Or, and a great saving
of time and expense would be effected
if this canal were properly enlarged.
The steamboats plying betwcen Pictou
and Prince Edward's Island, touching
at Port Hawkesbury, could not use it
owing to its narrowness and shallow-
ness, and steamers bound to the lakes
were obliged to go round through Big
Bras d'Or. A steamer which came
from Halifax to Sydney would pass
through by this route if it were possi-
ble, and the delay in enlarging it was
seriously detrimental to the interests
of the settlement on Bras d'Or Lake,
and the coal trade, and the trade with
the adjacent Provinces.

Some two years ago a sum of money
was put on the estimates for, anid the
House consented to, the construction
of this work, and the Government di-
rected Mr. Perley, the engineer, either
by himself or by his assistants, to make
enquiry to ascertain what was re-
quired. The report was, that its
breadth should be extended to 50 feet,
and its depth to 15± feet. The louse
had certainly expected that the money
voted would have been expended, but
nothing ·had been done, though the
Government had not only asked for
tenders, but had entered into con-
tract with Mr. Tuck. This caused
a very great deal of dissatisfac-
tion among the people living in
the counties of Cape Breton and Iich-
mond. His county was principally
interested in the matter-more so than
Richmond or any other county. In
the plans for the canal, its proposed

Mr. MÂcKAY.

width and depth had been reduced,
though the alteration had not been
made in the general interests of trade.
.He would be glad to hear a satisfactory
explanation for the change from the
Premier, if such could be given. Those
who were acquainted with the ques-
tion conceded that Mr. Perley's report
was correct; and were of opinion that
the reduction of the proposed breadth
to 36 feet, and of the depth to 14J feet,
was not in the interest of Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island, and of the
growing trade between the former Pro-
vince and Newfoundland. When he
remarked that the locks on the Ontario
canals were to have the proportions cf
270 feet in length and forty in breadth,
he could not but think that the inte-
rests of Nova Scotia were compara-
tivey neglected. The contractor had
had a number of bis employés and a
portion of his staff on the ground, and
he could have proceeded with the work
in December last, to the great advan-
tage of the labouring classes in the
neighborhood during the winter; but
stili no action had been taken. It
might be objected that a difficulty had
arisen as to securing a portion of the
lands required ; but he understood that
there was a special Act on the Statute
Book authorizing the Government to
take possession of any land needed for
publie works, arbitrators being ap-
pointed to consider its value, and a sum
of money, as might be thought proper,
being deposited in one of the courts.
They could at any rate put thernselves
n possession of any land that was re-
quired for public purposes, but it was
only within the last month or so any
steps had been taken. The delay
might be susceptible of explanation,
but the reduced size was not in the in-
terest of Nova Scotia. The Govern-
ment had sent Mr. Perley to inspect
the works and accepted his report, and
he could not see why they now reduced
the size. If a year ago the- canal
should have been fitty feet wide and
fifteen and a half feet deep, surely
that size was as necessary now as then.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
hon.,gentleman who had moved the
resolution seemed to have two or three
subjects of complaint. He was wrong
in his assumption that Mr. Perley's
report was submitted in the sumrner
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of 1873; it was made in the spring of
1874. He was also wrong in sup,>os-
ing thatr a greater draught of water
than 14 feet could be got or used.
Judging from what had been stated by
Admiral Bayfield in his St. Lawrence
Pilot, vessel§ of 12 feet draught were
the only ones that could safely pass the
shoa's of St. Peter's Bay. Mr. Perley
had come to Ottawa within the
last few days and informed him
fourteen feet was the maximum
depth that could be used with-
without enormous labor in removing
those outside shoals, a work not to be
thought of. The locks on the St. Law-
rence canals were 270 by 45 feet. To
apply the same proportions to St,
Peter's canal, the locks 200 feet in
length should be 33 feet wide, instead
of 36 feet, which was the reduced
breadth. The locks of the Welland
canal, built in 1844, were 150 by 26
feet; the locks of St. Peter's canal
built in 1859, were 122 by 26 feet
beam. The traffic of the latter canal
was very trifling indeed. At the pre-
sent time no vessel with a greater
tonnage than 150 tons could go through.
When NIr. Perley's plan showing locks
200 by 50 feet was submitted to the per-
manent officers of the Department,
they considered 36 fect would be a
much better width. The mere work
of making the canal a few feet wider
was little compared with the cost of
working heavy gates of 50 feet. The
widcst in Canada are only 45 feet, and
the vessels have been adapted to the
system of locks. The great trade of
the country was done by propellors,
and the width of 36 feet is enough for
a considerable number, if not all the
Allan steamers. It was very much
wider than the làrgest propellers on
the lakes. On the sea coast, however, it
seemed there were side-wheel steamers
engaged in the Bras d'Or trade, which
Weîre wider than 36 feet. The engineer
had been instructed to find the greatest
width of beai of this class of vessels,
and if the Government found that the
adoption of the locks to such steamers
anything like a nece-sity, there could
be no very great difflculty, at this time,
in making them wider-. le declined toe
recognize the doctrine that the Gov-
ernment were bound by the reports of
their officers. He never hesitated to

66

change their plans very materially
when the public interest »em inded it.

Mr.FLYNN said he was not prepared
to say what was the exect depth of
water on the shoals in St. Poter's Bay,
but Mr. Perley must have had all the
information neeessary when he made
bis report. In August, 1873, he had
been sent by the late Government to
St. Peter's to inspect the canal, and
while on his way there, consulted him
(Mr. Flynn) on the subject of bis mis-
sion. Hle met Mr. Perley returning,
and was informed he had instructions
to submit his report in time for the
November Session. When he (Mr.
Flynn) came up to attend the Session
of 1874, he understood Mr. Perley's re-
port was in. Of course the Govern-
ment had a right to alter plans, but
this was something more. In this case
the money was voted by Parliament in
1874 and 1875 for the enlargement of
the canal based on the plans and speci-
fications made by Mr. Perley in 1873.
And in addition to this the Minister of
Public Works invited tenders to carry
out the same. which, in his judgement,
differed materially from the position
taken by the First Minister, and did
not change the opinion he entertained
on the previous occasion, that the Gov-
erament had not the right to alter the
plans after Parliament had voted the
money.

Hon. Mir. MACKENZIE-Not at
al].

Mr. FLYNN said he had inspected
the plans in the Depart ment, and found
the depth of 15½ feet and width of 50
feet had been recommended by Mr.
Perley. With that he was satisfied.
The Government was at that time
determined to carry out that report.
There was not a word said there that
the commerce of Cape Bre:on did not
require it. There was not a dissenting
voice when the esti mates were brought
down, and $75,000 voted. Nothingn
was done that year, but it was because
no tenders were asked. The suin was
re-voted the following year and ten-
ders were asked for under those plans
and specifications prepared by Mi.
Perley. The people of Canada wer'e
asked to tender for the enlargement of
St. Peter's Canal to 50 feet in width
a-id 15J in depth.
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He beld that after Parliament
had passed a vote based on certain
plans and measurements, they had no
right to interfere with the size of the
canal, and maintained that the Gov-
erament could not obtain any fur-
ther information than that ttrey
were already in possession of.
lowever, the statement made by the
Minister of Public Works that the Gov-
ernment would alter the width of the
Canal if, after obtaining further infor-
mation they found it necessary,in order
to accommodate the paddle - wheel
steamers now connecting between Pic-
tou and the Bras d'Or Lake was satis-
factory. These steamers, owing to the
accommodation they gave, and not
drawing much water, were likely to
continue in use for many years. These
are the description of boats used in all
inland navigation in Upper Canada
and the United States, and unless the
Canal was made wide enough to allow
the Prince Edward Island steamers to
enter Bras d'Or the people of Cape
Breton will have just grounds for being.
dissatisfied. We have now been ask-
ing since 1869 for the enlargement of
this canal. About that time its insuf-
ficiency for the trade of the Bras d'Or
was brought to the notice of this Gov-
ernment, and three years elapsed
before even a survey was made, and
now three years more have elapsed and
not one dollar has been expended in
improving tbis important work. There
was a feeling in that portion of the
Dominion that they had not been
fairly treated by the Government, and
in that feeling he (Mr. Flynn) fully
participated. In consequence of the
steamers running between Pictou and
the Strait of Canso not being able to
use the canal, the peop!e of the Bras
d'Or and a large portion of Richmond
County are prevented from dealing in
Montreal, as they otherwise might do
if the canal wis large enough to per-
mit the Island boats to use it. They
could connect with the Gulf boats at
Pictou and carry freight to different
points in Richmond and the Bras d'Or.
The sum required to improve the Canal
is not a large one. Last Session we
voted $4,600,000 to improve three
canals in Upp e Canada-the Welland,
St. Lawrence and Lachine-while only
$260,000 was required to complete4he

Mr. FLYNN.

work on the canal in question. Ho
regretted that the Hon. the First Min-
inister did not now give a positive as-
surance that the work would be
enlarged to the size recommenced by
Mr. Perley. But he had no doubt that
when he instituted the enquiry pro-
mised, it would result in the enlarge-
ment of the Canal to the extent
desired by the people of the Island of
Cape Breton. He believed there was
only $38,000 difference between the
price of the present contract and one of
the tenders sent into the Departm ýnt of
Public Works when the first tenders
were invited, and lie thought it un-
fair and ungenerous that Cape Breton
should have been denied what they re-
quired for so trifling a sum. How-
ever, he hoped the further information
the Prime Minister said he would
endeavour to obtain would be the means
of enlarging the canal to the extent re-
quired and allay the dissatisfaction at
present existing in Cape Breton in con-
nection with this work.

Mr. DAVIES said the enlargement of
this canal was a matter of the greatest
importance to Prince Edward Island,
but he thought the Government should
proceed carefully in the matter.

If a report to the Government had
shown that there was only 12 feet of
water in the basin, it would be folly
to make the canal 151 feet. With re-
gard to the class of steamers there,
they were very broad, but he thought
these steamers would die out as it had
been found that propellers consumed
one-third less coal, and paddle-wheel
steamers could not compcte with
them on that account. It might be
some time before this change would be
effocted, but he was confident that it
would be effected. Therefore it would
not, perhaps, be neeessary to enlarge
the canal to 50 feet. He was of opin-
ion that the First Minister had acted
wisely in not increasing the depth of
the canal.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE then read
from the report of Admiral Bayfield,
in which ho stated that vessels ~draw-
ing 10 or 12 feet of water might rua
into the canal during rough weather
with the aid of a chart, on which they
would have to rely.

Mr. FLYNN-He does not say there
are not more than 12 feet of water.
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Hn. Mr. MACKENZIE-No. The
-chart says there are three fathoms, but
Mr. Perley states that a vessel drawing
14 feet might get in when the water
is still, and not otherwise.

Mr. McDOXALD (Cape Breton)
.also claimed that after the Govern-
ment had placed a vote in the esti-
mates based on Mr. Perley's report,
they were not warranted in changing
the character of the work. He under-
stood that the original contract would
only have cost about $36,000 more to
execute than the one which had lately
been given out.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No.
Mr. McDONALD-I am sorry we

had not the plans and specifications
connected with the work so that we
could ascertain.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I will
give the hon. gentleman the figures.
The lowest tender based on the first
plan was $250,000, while the lowest
tender on the last plan was $203,000,
being a difference of $47,000.

Mr. McDONALD thought the differ-
ence being so small the Government
might have proceeded with the work
in accordance with the first plan.

They were to have a canal 14- feet
in depth and 36 feet in width of a cost
of $220,000, a difference of $47,000
compared with the estimates for the
iicreased dimensions that had been
proposed. He regretted the Govern-
ment's action, and expressed his belief
that the canal would . cost at least
$250,000. lie -understood that the
contractor, Mr. Tuck, had been for
several months on the ground, and
very likely he would dem and extra
.compensation. The St. Lawrence ca-
nials were to be 45 feet in width at the
locks ; and under these circumstances
surely in connection with this canal-
only half a mile in length, the same
consideration should be extended by
the Administration to the interests
of the Lower Provinces. The member
for Richmond had done bis duty, and
thrown the responsibility on the Gov-
ernment; and if the latter did not do
its duty in this regard for a great many
years to corne, it would nlot obtain sup-
porters from Cape Breton.

Mr. MACKAY thought the Premier
Must be mistaken in one point; outside

there were 41, fathoms, from 25 to 28
feet of water.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE- That is an
error.

Mr. MACKAY knew that on Bay-
field's chart the depth was marke:l in
some places as 3- fathoms, 20 feet;
vessels drawing over 15± feet could
enter St. Peters' Bay, and the canal
should be at least the same depth.
Reefs and rocks were in the way, it
was true, but these could be buoyed
and made generally known. lie failed
to discover that in any channel used
the depth at low tide was less than 4}
fathoms; inside Bras D'Or Lake, close
to the shore it was eight, and it immedi-
ately deepened to about 18 fathoms,
Ca'pt Bayfield's soundings were always
under the mark.

Mr. MASSON, with reference to a
remark which had fallen from the Pre-
mier, contended that the Government
could not arrogate to itself the right
of changing the plans of their engineers
and architects when they thought fit
and proper to do so. The First Minis-
ter in this regard was entirely wrong.
This might be done by the Adminis-
tration before they were submitted to
Parliament and a vote taken for the
expenditure of money; but afterwards
this was not the case. The Govern-
ment could not of its free will increase
the expenditure; and at most could
only reduce it.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I never
said anything else.

Mr. MASSON urged that even as
to the reduction of expenditure in such
relation, circumstances might occur
when Parliament would not have ap-
proved of it. For instance, a vote
might be taken in favour of the deep
ening of a canal to 14 feet, the Govern-
ment might afterwards change the
plans to 12-when if such had been
the proposition presented to Parlia-
ment it would have been promptly re-
jected.

Mr. MACDONNELL (Inverness)
could see no force-in the argument of
the hon. member for Terrebonne, as
the plans and specifications of this
canal were not on the table.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - They
never were.
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Mr. MACDONNELL observed that
the House had voted without know-
ledge of the plans. He regretted that
the dimensions of the canal had been
iessened, as in the near future this
might serve to the great detriment of
trade. He was glad to have from the
First Minister an assurance that if,
upon re-examination, it would be found
in the publie interest to alter the
speifications, this would be done. He
felt confident that this would be the
case. 11e had not had a high opinion
of the report of the Canal Commission
presented some years ago to the
lHouse, but it was known that this con-
tained a recommendation in favour of
the extension of the dimensions of
this canal. The L 9wer Provinces hàd
magnanimously resigned all claim to
the making of the Baie Verte Canal,
which involved the expenditure of
eight or ten millions of dollars, and he
thought, that this being the case, their
other public works should receive very
generous consideration and treatment.

The motion was then agreed to.

THE INSOLVENCY ACT.

Mr. BOURASSA moved the second
reading of Bill to amend the Insolvent
Act ot 1875.

Mr. BECHARD explained that the
object of this measure was to protect
farmers, profossional men and labourers,
all who were classed as " non-traders "
in the Act of 1875, froi the effects of
that law which was passed to suit the
convenience of traders and to meet
the exigencies of trade. If traders
required an Insolvency Law it should
be limited to those for whose benetit it
was enacted. Under the operation of
this Act the trader after he has given up
for the benefit of bis creditors all that
he possesses is discharged of the balance
of his debts provided he can pay thirty-
three cents on the dollar; while the
non-trader cannot by the same proceed-
ing be discharged from his liabilities
after he bas been ruined, too often by
the acts of traders.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) said
the Act of 1875 had only come into oper
ation in September, and had been tried
but a few rnonths. The amendment
now proposed had been submitted to
Parliament last Session and rejected.

. Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Nothing hal yet occurred to justify-
the House in changing that decision,
and he hoped the Bill would be with-
drawn.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE hoped the
mover of the Bill would not press it toý
a division. If adopted it would entirely
destroy the efficacy of the insolvency
law of last year, because if only a
certain class of the trader's liabilities
were to be affected by it, he would be
no better off than before. Under the-
existing Act, the non-trader Wiho risked
bis money in trade knew the conse-
quences of a failure.

A more practical solution of the
grievance complained of under the ex-
isting law was ror the non-trader to be
careful to whom he gave credit, and to
remember there was a risk of the per-
son trusted going into insolvency. He
hoped they would not attempt to alter
the law in any principle so important
as that.

The members were then called in,
the House divided, and the motion was
lost on the following vote

YES:

Baby,
Bain,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bourassa,
Bowell,
Bunster,
Cheval,
Christie,
Cimon,
Cook,.
Costigan,
Coupal,
C uthbert,
Daoust,
Desjardins,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flesher,
Fréchette;
Galbraith,
Gaudet,
Gibson,
Gillies,

Archibald,
Bannatyne,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blake,
Borden,
Bowman,

Messieurs
Gordon,
Greenway,
Hagar,
Higinbotbam,
Hurteau,
Jones (Leeds),
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McCraney,
McNab,
Masson,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Pozer,
Robitaille,
Rymal,
Stirton,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Wallace (Norfolk),
White (Hastings),
White (Renfrew),
Wright (Ottawa),
Yeo--55.

NÂYS:

Messieurs
Laird,
Landerkin,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Toronto),
MacDonell (Inverness),
Macdougall (Elgin),
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Brooks, McDougall (Three-Riv)
Brown, MacKay (Cape Breton)
Buel1, McKay (Colchester),
Burk, Mackenzie,
Burpee (St. John), McGreevy,
Cameron (Victoria), Melntyre,
Carmichael, Mclsaac,
Cartwright, Mcheod,
Casey, Milis,
Casrain,offat,
Charlton, Norris,
Church, Oliver,
Cockbnrn, Pelletier,
Coffin, Perry,
Davies, Ross (Durhamý,
DeCosmos, Ross (Middlesex),
Delorme, Ryan,
DeVeber, Schultz,
Donahue, Skinner,
Dymond, Smith (Selkirk),
Flynn, Tazchereau,
Forbes, Thibeaudeau)
Fraser, Trow,
Gillmo., Tupper,
Horton, Wood,
Irving, Worknan,
Kerr, Young-60.
Laflamine,

CRIMINAL LAWM.

M'. BABY mMoved the second read-
ing- of the Bil to a aend the Crininal
Law relating to offenes aainst the
)ersoi. lie staMted that the objet of

the Bill xas to assinMilate to a cer-
tain extent the Criminal Loa of
Canada to the Enorlish law, 23 and 24
VTict.»Chap. 100, in which the death
penalty had been cstablished. As it
was, it was impossible to get a verdict
against any persons accused, of some
,crimes against the person because the
,only penalty was the death penal-
t y. lie hoped the Bi wou!d
commend itself to the inermbers
generally, as he was sure it woull to
the gentlemen w-ho hadt any experience
ini our cririnal courts.

Hon. Mr. BLKRE said he would
,onsent to the second reading of the
Bill, upon the understanding that it
shouldthon be referred to theSelect
Committee, having, similiar Bis un-
der consideration. e might afterwards
ask that the Bill might lot be proceed-
'i _with, in view of the probabiity of
a generai reconsideration of the Cri-
iminal Law in reference to capital sen-
tences, before the next Session of Par-
J jament.

The Bill was read the second timne.

TRE DOMINION ELECTIONS ACT.

Mr., TA.SCHIEREAU moved the
$£,vond reading of a Bill entitled an

Act to amend the Dominion Elections
Act, 1874, and to declare ineligible for
election to the House of Commons all
persons disqualified for election to the
Local Legislatures during the period of
such disqualification.

He explained that it only contained
one clause to the above effect ; provid-
ing, moreover, that during that period
such persons côuld not hold any office
under the nomination of the Crown or
Government of Canada. The Election
Law would not be complete without
such a clause.

lon. Mr. T UPPER renewed his sug-
gestion that when the disqualification
was removed by Local Legislatures, the
decisions of the Courts should still hold
good with regard to this Parliament.

Mr. TASCHEREAU considered that
this suggestion was against the very
principle of the Bill, which related
purely to the action of the Local Legil-
latures.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thonght that as
Parliament had wisely entrusted the
trial of election cases to the Courts,
their decisions should be respected in
their entirety. He agreed otherwise
with the principle of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE stated that the
hon. member for Cumberland would
experience a great deal of difficulty in
drawing up the intricate clauses which
would be necessary in order to secure
the object the hon. gentleman had in
view. The law as it existed might,
moreover, be changed. , His hon. friend
from Montmagny proposed to redress
a grievance in a practical and able
mariner, and as it seemed to him to the
only practicable extent. The hon.
member for Cumberland might embody
his suggestion into an amendment,
which he had no doubt would receive
fair consideration.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) asked
whether it was proper to leave to Local
Legislatures the establishment of what
should be considered disqualification
for this Parliament. In one Statute it
had been enacted that if a candidate
took a drink, though with no corrupt
intention, in a tavern on polling day,
it should be cause of disqualification.
This was absurd, and gave rise to cases
of the greatest possible hardship,
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iNow, if this Bill should become law, the
result would be to. depute to the Local
Legislatures the power of defining what
class of offences shall be disqualifying
for this Iouse. If the Local Legislatures
thought fit to pass absurd laws he did
not know that it was right for this
House to bind itselfto them.

Mr. BABY suggested that there
ought to be a provision that this Bill
should not apply to cases now pending
before the tribunals of the country.

The Bill was read the second time.

SUPPLY.

The Ilouse went into Committee of
Supply-Mr. Mills in the Chair.

On the item $276,281.67 for Ocean
and River service,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked why the
appropriation for steam communication
from St. John, New Brunswick, to
ports in the Basin of Minas had been
dropped?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE repl ied that
the mails were now carried by rail.
The subsidy for steam communication
on Lake Superior had also been dropped,
and in every case tenders were asked
instead of granting subsidies.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE asked
why the subsidy to the Gulf Ports
steamers had been dropped ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
it was in accordance with an arrange-
ment by which the mails were to be
carried by the Intercolonial Railway
as soon as it was in operation.

Mr. BUNSTER suggested that a
similar arrangemeit should be made
for carrying t he mails to British Col-
umbia,and he hoped the Pacifie Railway
would soon do the work that was now
being done by steamers plying between
San Francisco and Victoria. The ser-
vice was not efficiently performed.
The reason why the steamers did not
get coal at Nanaimo was not because
the contractor could not supply it, but
because it was impossib!e to put it on
board on the time specified in the con-
tract for want of hatchways. He trust-
ed that when the next contract of
is similar character was made, the
interest of British Columbians would be
consulted, and that the Postmaster
'General would give the2e matters his

Mr. CAMwERoN.

consideration; and see that justice was
done according to the spirit of the con-
tract. In conclusion, he maintained
that a better boat should be employed
in the service.

Mr. DEWDNEY said that was the,
steamer thiey had cone down by pre-
viously to the Session, and he contend-
ed that she was a good steamer. He
did not know of a steamer run by the
present company that was lot a first-
class boat.

Mr. DECOSMOS pronounced the
steamer to be unseaworthy. ler boats
were not sufficiently numerous for the
passengers she carried, nor bad she
sufficient accommodation. Another
disadvantage she possessed was, that
she was not s:ited to the carrying of
coal.
- The item was carried.

Item No. 124, appropriating $4,200
for steam communication with the
Magdalen Islands, was adopted without
discussion.

On item 125, appropriating $l5,000.
for winter service by steamer bet ween
Prince Edward Island and the main-
land,

Mr. TUPPER asked what was pro-
posed to be done in regard to that ser-
vice ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said they
were endeavouring to make some
arrangements for a steamer. They
had not absolutely decided whether
to purchase or con struet a vessel, but
the indications at present were that
they would purchase a steamcr.

On item 133 appropriating $21,700
for the Quebec River Police,

Mr. LANGEVIN asked for the
details of the reduction of $6,500 on
this service. He wanted to know what
change was to be made in the personnel
of the force?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
Min :ster of Marine considered a smaller
force would be sufficient, but as the
hon. gentleman was absent he could
not give any particulars as to the
reduction.

The item was carried.
Item 134, providing $500 for the re-

moval of obstructions in navigable
rivers being taken up,
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lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHTexplained
that it was intended to removewrecks
&c., one or two such cases having
already occurred.

The item was cairied.
Item 135, providing $142,917.50 for

salaries and allowances of lighthousc
keepers was passed without discussion.

Item 136, providing $213,000 for
maintenance and repairs being taken
up,

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
remarked that he noticed in the report
of the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
that the sum of $117 had been paid for
a sand bank, near Cape Bar, which was
not in reality worth more than $10.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT made a
note the of matter, and promised to look
into it.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Being in Cape
Breton, it ought to be worth $117.

Mr. McDONALD-Yes; I have no
doubt that-it was worth $117 to the
Government, at the last election.

The item was passed.
Item 137, providing $30,000 for the

completion of light-bouses in course of
construction being taken up,

Mr. SCHULTZ called the attention
of the Government to the pressing ne-
cessity existing for the erection of a
light-house at the mouth of Red River.
The consequent expense would not be
serious, and the shipping on the lake,
which was becoming very consider-
able, would be greatly advantaged.
The lake was larger than Ontario, and
navigation at the mouth of Red River
was difficult even in daytime. In
order that the Cabinet might not plead
want of knowledge in this respect, ho
drew their attention to it, and he
hoped that action would be taken. 

The item passed ; and the Comm ittee
rose, reported, and asked leave to sit
again.

The House adjourned at Thirty-five
minutes past Twelve a. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THURsDAY, March 23, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

c'clock.

QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGE.
Mr. DESJARDINS drew attention

to an incident which occurred in the

debate of Friday last, during which the
, veracity of a member had been called

in question while absent from the
House. The Premier, alluding to a
rem2rk made by the hon. member for
Bagot that the Liberals wished to
coalesce with the hon. member for
Terrebone, denied thestatement. Tbe
hon. member for Bagot was now pre-
sent, and perhaps the Premier would
repeat the denial in order that the
hon. gentleman might put himself
right.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I have
no personal knowledge of what the
hon. gentleman said, further than what
was told me. I have only to say
again, as I said the other night, I never
made any offer to the hon. member
foi' Terrebonne directly or indirectly
of a seat in the Cabinet.

Mr. MOUS-EAU said he was glad
of this opportunity to set himaself
right, because it was a serious matter
to a young member to have his vera-
city questioned by one in so high a
position as the Premier. On the
occasion when the statement was
made, he (Mr. Mousseau) was speaking
in French. Ie had been referring
exclusively to the Liberals of Quebec
at the time, and showing their incon-
sistency on many public questions.
He had pointed out that after con-
demning the hon. member for Terre-
bonne they wished to coalesce with
him. That speech had been accurately
reported and translated, and the state-
ment could be found in the Hansard
and the Montreal Gaz tte. If it was
contradictedi he would give to the
House the reason which had prompted
him to make the assertion.

The matter was dropped.

Mr. GREENWAY called attention
to the following paragraph which
appeared in the Ottawa correspondence
of the Toronto Mail, the day after the
vote on Sir John Macdonald's amend-
ment to the motion to go into -Com-
mittee of Supply:-

"I would take the earliest opportunity of
pointing ont to the Conservative electors of

outh Huron, that Mr. Greenway has proved a
traitor to all the professions made to then by
him when he was elected by acclamation, and
that he sits in the Bouse a mere chattel of the
Administration, deserving the contempt of all
honourable men."

Questions of [Manicia 23, 1876.J
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That might have been allowed to
pass; but on the 20th instant, the
Má4il published the following :-

" THE TRAITOR GREE2NWAY.

The Brantford Expositor, a Grit journal,
thinks we have been unduly severe on the
traitor Greenway. Our contemporary makes
two wrong assumptions in this matter which
require to be corrected. It is assumed, for one
thing, that our denunciation of Mr. Greenway
was cheifly because of bis having voted on the
Free Trade side, and against Sir John Mat-
donald's motion Now, it is true enough that
this vote was the public occasion which first
drew general attention to Mr. Greenway's
apostacy: but nevertheless the fact that be
was going to "rat" was well known to
numbérs of people, both in and around the
Commons Chamber, and in his own constitu-
ency. The London Free Press truly says that
as far back as a month ago news reached the
Liberal-Conservative party (in South Huron)
that their member could not be depended
upon. Our Brantford contemporary, in its
excess of charity, wishes it to be believed that
where Mr. Greenway turned was on the trade
question, the debate having had the effect of
convincing him that Sir John's Protectionist
policy was all wrong, and that the Fr3e-Trade
policy of Mr. Mackenzie was the thing for
Canada. All stuff, we say ; what Mr.
Greenway turned on was the promise of
a Government appointment for himself,
expected to be in Manitoba. It sounds
very fine to talk about a conscientious chan ge of
conviction, and so on, but it takes all the ro-
mance out of the affair when you know that.
the " conscientious conviction," so called,was
a mere vulgar matter of bargain and sale
While sincerely regretting the part we took in
recommending Mr. Greenway to our friends in
South Huron, we are glad to bear that they
have already selected a gentleman upon whom
thev can depend to carry their banner when
Mr. Greenway's time to 'step down and out'
shall have arrived."

le regretted that the first occasion
on which he rose to address the House
should be on a personal matter. Hle
desired to say that whenever the policy
enunciated by the Govern ment met his
approval he would have no hesitation
in supporting it. He denied most em-
phatically that anything had influenced
his vote but this principle. There
never had been such a consideration as
the Mail intimated. There was not
now such a consideration offered ;
he had not been approached by any
member of the Government or any of
their isupporters in such a manner, and
the charge was a pure fabrication,
utterly without foundation. He was
sure the Premier would do him the
justice of contradicting a statement
which was without a shadow of founda-
tion. At the proper time he (Mr.
Greenway) would explain his vote to

Mr. GREENWAY.

the electors, but he would now inform
the Conservative candidate who.was out
in his constituency that he would have
about three years to wait before a
chance would cone-to oppose him.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[E--In re-
sponse to the call of my hon. friend,
I feel bound to say that on no occasion
bas lie, by myself or through any
friends or other person, solicited any-
thing whatever at the hands of the
Government, either for himself or for
any public purpose even. Many gen-
tlemen on both sides of the House have
occasion to call upon me about public
works in their vicinity, but it so hap-
pens that even in this connection I
have had no visit and no representation
of any kind from the hon. gentleman,
nor have I any knowledge of any kind
whatever of a desire on the part of the
hon. gentleman to seek or obtain any
office under the Government, or any
favour of any kind from the Adminis-
tration. I am quite sure that no
offer whatever was made to him
by myself or any member of
the Ministry ; nor had we in any
way anything to do with influencing
the hon. gentleman on the vote to
which he refers. I an glai to say
that although the paper in question
accused the hon. gentleman of desert-
ing his party. no Ministerial journal
bas accused the seven or eight minis-
terial members of doing anything of
that kind, because they chose, regard-
ing that particular measure, to vote
according to their consciences with the
Opposition. The Ministerial party
could afford to divide in this relation,
as it can afford to divide upon many
other matters where conscientious dif-
ferdnces exist. I observe that there was
no conscientious difference of opinion
existing in this regard among the
Opposition.

CROSSING NAVIGABLE WATERS.

The flouse went into Committee of
the Whole-Mr. Mills in the Chair-to
consider a Bill entituled an Act to make
provision for the crossing of navigable
waters by railwav or other road com-
panies incorporated under Provincial
Acts, as amended by the Standing Com-
mittee on railway, canal, and tele-
graph lines. The Committee rose and
reported the Bill with several amend-
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rments. The report of' the Committee
being adopted the Bill was read the
third time and passed. .

SUPREME AND EXCHEQUER COURT.

On motion of Mr. Blake the House
went into Committee on the Bill to
make further provision in regard to
the Supreme Court and the Exchecquer
Court of Canada, Mr. Mills in the
Chair. Several verbal amendments
having been made to the Bill,

Hon. Mr. BLAKE proposed a series
of new clauses, of which Le had given
substantial notice on the notice papers.
The 26th section would read-" An ap-
" peal to the Supreme Court in any
l'habeas corpus matter shall be heard
Sat an carly day, whether in or out of

* !e preseribed Session of the Court."
The law gave considerable jurisdic-

tion to the Court in connection with
these matters. It was at any 'ate
doubtful whether these cases should be
heard out of the prescribed Sessions,
which were held in January and June;
and it was obviously improper that
any of thein should be postponed until
these Sessions.

The 29th clause was as follows
"In any habeas corpus matter before a Judge

of the Supreme Court, and any appeal to the
Supreme Court in any habeas corpus matter,
the Judge or Court shall have the same power
to bail, discharge or commit the prisoner or
person, or to direct him to be detained in cus-
tody or otherwise to deal with him, as any
Court, Judge, or Justice of the Peace having
jurisdiction in any such matters in any Pro.
vince of Canada."

The 28th Section read
"On any appeal from the Supreme Court in

any habeas corpus matter under the said Act,
it shall not be necessary, unles.s the Court
shall otherwise order, that any prisoner or
person on whose behalf such an appeal is
made shall be present in Court on the argu-
ment of the judgment on such appeal, but the
prisoner or person shall remain in custody to
which he was committed or remanded at the
time of giving the notice of appeal, unless on
liberty on bail by order of Judge of the Court
which refused the applic ttion, ir of a Judge of
the Supreme Court, provided that the Supreme
Court may, by writ or order, direct that such
prisoner or person shall be brought before it."

The presence of the party accused
he thought should not be made a
necessity; and it seemed to him essen-
tial that greater elasticity should be
permnitted in this relation. If ait
appeal came from Cape Breton or
Vancouver Island, the enforeed pre-

sence of the accused would involve
consequences whieh were not to be
thought of.

The next clause was an amendment
whieh ho could not consider as other-
wise than important. His attention
had been directed notably to the sub-
ject of the working of the Act for the
extradition of criminals, and he had
come ta the conclusion that while no
substantial injustice was at all likely
to arise from leaving the law as it
stood, yet it was possible that by the
passage of this Act, delays and diffi-
culties productive of considerable in-
convenience might be created. The
person held for extradition required a
judical trial before a judical function-
ary, and after the magistrate had
finally committed him for renoval
from the country, he had resource to
the highest tribunal of the Province
on an application for a harbeas corpus
in order that it might be determinîed
whether the decision was legal or not.

Inmmediately after that the papers
came before the representative of ler
Majesty who, on advice, of course, was
bound to consider whether on the
whole extradition should take place
or not. These seemed to hin to be
sufficient safeguards against improper
extradition; but delays might result
from the existence of appelate juris-
diction. le also proposed the follow-
ing clauses:

" COSTS.

"30. The Judges of the Supreme Court, or
sny five of them may, under the 79th section
of the said Act from time to time make gen-
eral rules and orders for awarding and regu-
lating costs in each of the said Courts in
favour of and against the Crown as well as
the subject.

" 31. Any costs adjudged to Her Majesty in
either of tie said Courts shall be paid to the
Receiver General, and the Receiver General
shall pay out any moneys in his hands for the
time being legally applicable thereto, and
which may be voted by Parliament for the
purpose, any costs awarded to any person
against Her Majesty.

" CERTIORARI.

"32. A writ of certiorari made by order of the
Supreme Court or a Judge thereof issue out of
the said Court to bring up any papers or other
proceedings had or taken before any Court,
Judge or Justice of the Peace, and which may
be considered necessary with a view to any
enquiry, appeal or other proceeding had or to
be had before the Supreme. Court.

" And also that section 58 be amended by
adding after the words ' Crown alone' in the
8th line, the words following : ' And in all

Supreme and [MA&Ron 23, 1876.]



794 Roads and Road

cases in which demand shall be made or relief
sought in respect of any matter which might
in England be the subject of a suit or action
in the Courts of Exchequer on its Plea side
a.gainst any officer of the Crown ;' and also
bv striking out the words ' or any officer of
the Crown' at the end of the said section."

Mr. TASCHEREAU suggested the
addition of the following clause:-

" Whenever there is not a quorum of the
Judges of the Suprerne Court to hear and de-
termine any cause or causes pending before
the said Court in consequence of one or more
of the said Judges being disqualified or incom-
petent to sit in any such cause or. causes, ab-
sent from Canada or on leave, the Registrar
shall, on a requisition to him to that effect,
make an entry thereof in the Register, and on
the order of one of the Judges of the said
Court give notice thereof to the Minister of
Justice.

" Her Majesty may therefore appoint one or
more persons being Judges of one of the
Superior Courts in any of the Provinces form-
ing the Dominion of Canada to replace such
Judge or Judges during the period of their in-
abibty to sit."

Mr. PALMER said the quorum
might be reduced under such circurm-
stances.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE was glad his at-
tention had been called to this matter.
Hle had felt from the beginning that
the necessity of having a quorum of
five in a bench of six was an element
of weakness. There were obvious in-
conveniences in filling vacancies by ad
hoc Judges. The uselulness of the
Court largely depended on its judg-
ments being given by at least five of
the regularly appointed Judges.

lon. 3Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
thought it would be better that there
should be possioility of such a difficulty
arising as had been suggested by the
hon. member for Montmagny than
to fill up vacancies in the manner
proposed.

Mr. PALMER concluded it would
be better to empower the Judges to
reduce their quorum, relying upon their
acting upon their clear and unques-
tioned duty of sitting when they were
able to do it and not disqualified by
law.

After sone further discussion the
Committee rose and reported and the
Bill as amended.

The amendments were concurred
I.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

ROADS AND ROAD ALLOwANCES - IN
MANITOBA.

The House went into Committee on
Bill respecting roads and road allow-
ances in Manitoba, Mr. Young in the
chair.

Mr. SC[IULTZ said as this Bill
naturally brought iii a variety of Man-
itoba Land matters, he desired to avait
himself of the opportunity of diiscussing
them. le regretted to be under the
necessity of bringing up these matters
year after year, but the grievance was
so great that by no other course could
he dojustice to his constituents. He was
glad to learn in another debate that
the half-breed land patents were n.w
actually being prepared for distribution,
and he felt that had this been done
years ago, when it should have been
done, much of the dissatisfaction and
ill-will which now exists would have
been averted. These lands were a
free grant to the English half-breeds.
They did not press for them--the Man-
itoba Act granted theni before they
had a voice in this Ilouse to represent
them, and the weary years of waiting
for that which became theirs by Act of
Parliament now nearly six years ago
is what they complain of. Again, there
are the very natural com plaints of new
settiers, who coming to make a home in
Manitoba found these large reserves of
lands in the river belts locked up from
settlement by thei and equally so
from use by the ownerz, while had
the Government three years ago dis-
tributed these lands, the holders would
in many cases have sold to those who,
coming into the country for homes,
naturally wished them as near
as possible to the river. Again
the distribution of scrip to the
half-breed heads of families has,
been so delayed that now when it
is on the eve of distribution it will be
found that dwing to the Government
reserving twenty miles on either side
of the Canada Pacifie Railroad from
sale or settlement, most of the reci-
pients in the County of L'sgar will not
be- able with this scrip to locate land
where it would be of any use to them.
While speaking of this Railroad Re-
serve he (Mr. Shultz) desired to say
that its continued exclusion from
Homestead Entry was a gross act of
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injuttice to those who had gone to the
country to make homes. Pushed back
from the river by the intervening re-
serves, the Canadian immigrants had
farmed the th riving settlements known
as Springfield, Cook's Creek, Rock-
wood, Victoria and Woodlands. They
had found even there in many cases
that what with the Hudson Bay sec-
tions and the desirable Quarter sec-
tions poun ced upon as soon as surveyed
by land officials, it was difficuilt
enough to establish themselves. Yet
their energy and pluck is exhibited in
their well-tilled tarms, tbeir schools
and churches. These settlements are,
however, full, and the pioneers who
farmed them want more room for their
relatives and friends who wish to join
them-and what do thev find ? Forty
miles in width of some of the best land
in the Province locked up from settie-
ment. Locked up for what ? The
tovern ment said because a railway was
to go through. Weary eyes have watch-
el, however, for the indications of this
coming work, but the signs of the times
are too gloomy to afford much hope.
What should be doiae and what ho (Mr.
Schultz) earnestlv urged should be
done would be to throw this Reserve
open for homestead entry by all par-
ties and let the country be filled up.
There were other lands for the railway
when the railway was actually to be
built, and in the meantime the locking
up of these lands would be productive of
great harm to the settlement of the
Province. Again, there were the wants
of these new settlements in the matter
of roads. He (Mr. Schultz) had brought
the matter up last Session and he
wished again to draw the attention of
the Government to the fact that Mani-
toba alone of all the Provinces did not
own her lands, and that the title being
vested in the Domiaion, the Dominion
incurred all the responsibilitiés con-
nected with that ownership. If the
lands belonged to the Province the
people of these new settlenents could
look with propriety for local aid in
making and maintaining at least trunk
lines- of road, and this duty he (Mr.
Schultz) now held devolved in the
Dominion. The Dominion, for Domin-
purposes, held greater Reserves which
lay between these settlements and
their objective points for marketing

and other purposes, and it was hard to
expect that these young and struggling
communities coul i bear the expense of'
roads, not only through their own sec-
tions but intervening districts. It
was the duty of the Governrment, he
held, to foster and encourage theso
young settlements, and it could not
be better done than by liberal grants
to their townships or local organiza-
tions to aid in making, at least, trunlk
lines of road. le was glad to be
assured that the granting of patents
for lands in the river belt and else-
where would not be further delayed,
for there had been far too much dela-
in this matter already, and the sooner
all these vexed questions of title and
the numberless grievances springing
out of them were settled the better.

As regards the road allowances now
under consideration, he (Mr. Schultz)
still thought, as he had expressed him-
self on the first reading of the Bill,
that it was unfair to fix an arbitrary
rate of remuneration for the payments
of owners the of land so taken. The land
should be paid for at its actual value,
whatever that was. The roads, be-
believed, would be useful; but the Bill
did not go far enough, and he hoped
that the matter to which he had called
the attention of the Government would
receive ther consideration.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the roadway
was taken from the Dominion lands.
The only roads for which compen-
sation was given were the lanes con-
nocting them, and the amount wrich
the Government proposed to pay for
them was sufficient. A proportion of
the land would be taken from each lot
between which such lanes would run-
lie proposed to amend the 3rd section
of the Bill to the following effect:-It
was stated in the clause that the Local
Government should have the surveys
and plans made for these trails and high-
ways which were to be ti ansferred toý
the Province. As all the surveys had
been under the control and supervision
of the Dominion Government, he,
wished to provide by his amend ment
that the Dominion in lieu of the Local
Administration should secure the sur-
veys of these trails and highways.

The Bill was reported with amend-
ments (which were concurred in),
read the third time, and passed.
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DOMINION NOTES.

The House went into Comrnittee on
Bill to extend the Act respecting Do-
ninion notes to the Provinces of Prince
.Edward Island, British Columbia and
Manitoba; Mr. Young in the Chair.

The Bill was reported without
ânendments, read the third time and
passed.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were read the
second time

Respecting the attendance of wit-
nesses on criminal trials.

To amend and consolidate Acts re-
specting insurance.

THE NORTI-WEST AMNESTY QUESTION.

Mr. COST IGAN, previous to moving
the motion of which he had given no-
tice, with respect to W. D. O'Donoghue,
desired to make a few remarks.

Hon. members very well knew that
the question of amnesty was dealt
with and a good deal of feeling excited
throughout the country with regard to
it. A large number of people outside
of the flouse thought that it was the
duty of the Government to grant a full
pardon to ail persons connected with
the North-West troubles ; nevertheless
only a partial amnesty was accorded,
in favour of Louis Riel and Ambroise
Lepine-W. D. O'Donoglhue, a member
of the same creed and of the same
Provisional Government being ex-
cluded from its benefits. He wished
it to be fuily understood on this
point that he had no desire to
injure, annoy or embarrass the Min-
istry in the slightest possible de-
gree, being wholly actuated by a wish
to relieve W. D. O'Donoghue from the
position in which he was placed; and
ho moved this amendment simply be-
cause he could attain his object in no
other way. He might have demanded
more. and have seriously embarassed
the Cabinet and a few of its supporters,
had he intended to make political capi-
tal out of the matter; but this was not
his intention. During the last Session
inany hon. members, and many people
throughout the Dominion, had been
surpised to flnd that W. D. O'Donoghue
hadbeen excluded in the manner ho
had mentioned; they could not under-

Hon. Mr. LAIRD.

stand why~this was done; they could
not comprehend how O'Donoghue could
be more guilty than Reil and Lepine,
or less deserving of leniency than they.
The hon. member for Hastings had
then stated that if W. D. O'Donoghue
had not been an Irishman, but a mem-
ber of the same nationality as the
other two persons to whom he had re-
ferred, he, like them, would have been
pardoned. Perhaps this argument did
not possess much force, and he, for his
part, had not thon considered and did
not now think that this was the rea-
son that influenced the Government to
do as they had done; but he did say
this-the Government would have
acted wisely had they seen fit to con-
tradict this assertion and explain
the rel facts connectod with the case.
It was unfortunate that such an ex-
planation or contradiction had not
then, or afterwards, been offered.

His amendment contained no word
of censure with regard to the Govern-
ment and no attack upon it, and he
did not even ask that a Committee
should be appointed to enquire into the
circumstances. He merely wished the
Government to take such action
as would do justice in the premises.
He felt that this was perfectly fair,
and ho trusted that the Govern-
ment would accept his proposition.
O'Donoghue had been a member of the.
Provisional Government and had taken
part in the troubles; but his guilt was
no greater than that of his colleagues,
and according to his own statement it
was lese. It might b said, of
course, that he was also connected
with the so-called Fenian raid into
Manitoba; but he did not think that
this was a reason sufficient to warrant
his exclusion for all time to
come from the benefits of amnesty.
O'Donoghue denied that he had any
thing to do with such a raid; but even
if this were admitted, he (Mr. Costigan)
did not see why ho (O'Donoghue)
should be troated with more harshness
than any other Fenian held as a
prisoner. This so-called raid, more-
over, did not amount to anything
serious, nor did it produce any conse-
quences worthy of notice. Not oe drop
of bloo 1 was shed at the time, hence
he considered that O Donoghue should
Lot be compelled to remain for al[ time
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under the stigma of a charge of murder
and be debarred from the privileges
enjoyed by other British subjects.

it appeared to him that the Govern-
ment had acted with great inconsist-
ency; on the one hand, here was a
man who had denied taking any part
in a Fenian Raid -

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-No ! No !

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-He ad-
mits it.

Mr. COSTIGAN--O'Donoghue dered
that it was a Fenian raid. Of course
he (O'Donoghue) might admit that he
joined in a movement which fortged
part of the policy of the Provisional
Government of Manitoba; but even
putting the matter in the strongest
possible light, and granting that this
was such a raid, he (Mr. Costigan)
held that the Administration would
be dealing more harshly with
O'Donoghue, and would be mak-
ing his case an exceptional one,
if partial amnesty were refused him-
after all other similar cases, in con-
nection with which the results were
more serious, were taken into consid-
eration. Touching the latter, every-
thing had been blotted out, and the
persons concerned had been freed for
all time from the evil consequences
arising out of their acts; yet this one
inan was singled out from all the others.

It had been said that O'Donognue was
of a violent temperament and always
disposed to interfere with the peace
andquietness of the community; but
he (Mir. Costigan), having taken the
trouble to enquire, had been informed,
on good authority, that this was not
the case. It was truc that O'Donoghue
bad taken part in the troubles in ques-
tion; but so had the majority of the
residents of that section of the coun-
try. O'Donoghue, otherwise, stood
well in the community; be was besides
not an American citizen: he was no
American adventurer; but a young
man who was educated in Manitoba
and who held there a position as a pro-
fessor. It seemed to him that the
Government had refused O'Danoghue
an amnesty on account of his partici-
pation in the so-called Fenian raid ;
but twelve months had passed sinîce the
matter was previously discussed, and
Of course the Administration being

one year older, was one year wier.
He trusted, therefore, that the Minis-
try would see their way clear to an
acceptance of his proposition. Every
hon. member must feel that the posi-
tion in which O'Donoghue was placed
was not consistent with the attitude
taken with regard to Riel and Lepine.
He had not taken any step to foi-ce the
Government into any partieular line of
conduct; and whatever mnight be the
reason why the cabe of O'Donoghue
had not been so favourably considered
as that of his colleagues, he hoped, that
this amnendment would be accepted by
the Ministry in the spirit with which
it %vas offered.

He begged leave to move, second ed
by Mr. Devlin,

" That the Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be resolved that whereas
this House did on the 13th day of February,
1875, vote an Address to lier Majesty praying
that a full amnebty should be granted to all
persons connected with the North-West trou-
ble, for al acts committed by them during the
said troubles, saving only Louis Reil, A. D.
Lepine, and W. D. O'I)onoghtie, and that a
a like amnesty should be granted to L. Reil
and A. D. Lepine, conditional on five years'
banishment from Her Majesty's Dominion,
thereby excluding W. D. O'Donoghue from
the benefits of such amnesty-and whereas
the said W. D. O' Donoghue has since written
the following letter, viz : -

" To the Ionourable the Speaker of the House oJ
"ommons of Canada, Ottawa City :-

"Si,-I beg to s'ate to you and the hon.
body over which you preside, that a gr, at in-
justice bas been done me by the late action of
Parliament in excluding me from the amnesty
granted to all others who participated in the
insurrection of 1869 and 1870 in Manitoba.
As this action of Parliament would seem to
throw the whole responsibility of the ' lusur-
rction,' the 'execution of Scott' and so-
called Fenian Raid' on me, I do not pro-
pose shoulduring all of them, and those who
were responsible may go fotth spotless at my
expense, purified k y a resolu ion of Parlia-
ment.

"I accordingly make the following statement
of fa ts, which î can prove most conclusive-
ly :-

" 1st. The insurrection was advised by Gov.
Wm. McTavish who, with other officers of the
Hudson Bay Company, also aided and abetted
it from its inception up t> the very hour it
ceased to exist. That Reil was in constant
communication with Governor McTavibh, and
on many occa-ions under his instructions.
T, at he, Governor McTavish, fully recognized
the Provincial Gov rnment. That Don-tld A.
Smith, on arriving at Fort Garry, recognized
the Government, aiso in my own hearing, and
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with Gov. McTavish was Riel's adviser during
bis stay in the FLrt, and after the d -pa.ture
of both of these from the countrj Riel con-
tinued to hold council with John McTavi-h,
-who then repres nted the HuIson Bay Com-
pany.

" 2nd. That others, whose naines I now
forbear mentioning, and who are v< ry ' loyal'
subjects, advised recourse to arms.

" 3rd. That I was not a party to the Insur-
rection till the 15th of November, 1869, about
four weeks after its inauguration, and two
weeks after possession was taken of Fort
Garry.

'' 4th. That the case of Thomas Scott was
never brought before the Provincial Govern-
ment, either before or after the execution or
4 murder,' as it it is properly termed, of
Thomas Scott, and I am entirely clear of this
charge, and should no other alternative be
left to remove the stigma of murder from my
character, I am determined to do so at some
future day at any hazard. From this I state
without f ar of contradiction, that the Provi-
sional Government did not or ler the trial or
execution of Scott, and that neither as a
nember of that Government, nor as a private

individual, had I any part, directly, or indi-
rectly, in the execution of Thomas Scott.

" 5th. That the so-called ' Fenian Raid ' ii
a misnomer, as Fenianism had nothing what-
ever to do with it. That it was simply a
continuation of the insur.ection inaugurated
in '69, and with the same avowed intention,
and by the same parties, a fact which the
then existing Government of Manitoba was
cognizant of for month-s previous to the so-
called ' raid.' That my part in it was simply
that of an agent of the people, holding a com-
mission authorized by a resolution of the
Council held at La Riviere Salle in September
'70, over which Council L. Reil presided.
This commission I hold, as a proof which I
have in my pose.-sion the Minute Book of tue
Council. Neither was it brought at any time
before the Privy Council composed of the
Frenci members of the Legislature. Further,
that as a member of the Government, and
having my residence in Fort Garry, I was
entirely ignorant of the fact that a military
council was to be held or being held, to try
any of the prisoners there confined, until I
was summoned to giva testimony by Riel and
the Council then sitting on Scott's case, which
summons I treated with contempt by inform-
ing the Council that it was acting without
authority, and as such I failed to recognize it,
and that I refused to testify in the case. That
neither Riel nor any other officer of the Gov-
ernment consulted w.th me, nor I with either
of them, on the tr'al or execution, and that I
am entirely innocent of the blood of Scott,
which were I given an opportunity I could
prove conclusively. And further, that but for
my part in the so-call, d 'Fenian Raid,'-of
which I will speak hereafter-I would have
gone to Manitoba long since and demanded a
trial on evidence in my possession signed by
the officers, both civil and military, of the
late Provisional Governm nt of the French

Mr. COSTIGAN.

MONS.] Amnsty Question.

party, also a copy of the resolution authoîriz-
ing the commission.

" That I am aware persistent efforts have
been made by certain p irties since I left the
country to throw the responsibility of all jhe
unlawful acts committed during the 'troubles'
upon me. A certain pamphlet was published
lat winter 'to show why an amnesty should
be issued by the Canadian Government,' in
which this t ffort was repeated, and the
'manifesto letter ' of Riel aimed also at this
point. Had the causes of the ' troubles' and
the acts commited during them been thora
oughly investigated, these immaculate gèntle,
men would doubtless stand in adifferent posi-
tion. in the eyes of the public fi om what they
do at pres3nt-purified by a resolution of
Parliament and amnesty. That I ask no
favours now of the Canadian Government or
Parliament ; th ýy have metcd out to me the
ull measure of their injustice, but the world
shall know in my own gool tme the whole
unvarnished truth.

. " W D. O'DONOGIIUE,
I Sscr tary of Treasury, 4c , 4c., @f the i de Pri-

visional Government of Rupert's Land, N.W.
"St Paul, Minnesota, Feb. 26th, 1875."

"L In the opinion of this House the Govera-
n nt should at once institute a thorough
enquiry into the stat m nts contained in said
letter, in order that justice may be doue in
the premises."

The hour being Six o'clock the
flouse rose for recess.

AFTER RECESS.

lon. Mr. BLAKE said the lion.
member for Victoria had proposed a
resolution indicating it was the duty of
the Govern ment to institute an enquiry
into the statements made in the letter
of O'Dono ghue in order that justice
might be done in the premises. While
the Government felt it das their duty
to listen to all representations of the
kind, they did not feel that any such
duty was imposed upon them as the
hon. mem ber asked the House to
affirm. The complaint the hon. gentle-
man made was that injustice had been
done O'Donoghue by reason of a
different measure being ineted out to
him' not of justice but of mercy, from
what had been extended to others. The
allegation was repeated that a differ-
ent course was pursued towards
O'Donoghue because of his nationality,
and the complaint was made that the
Government did not repudiate that
statement. The hon. gentleman had
mentioned that he would not re-assert
that proposition. No more would he
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(Mr. Blake) say the bon. member
brought forward this motion because
he was an Irishman, and no more wouid
he say that he (Mir. Blake) opposed it
because lie was an Irishman. Ie
did not see what nationality had
to do with this question, and
he regretted that the hon. gentleman
had introduced, even to repudiate it,
the absurd allegation that the dis-
tinction was made on the ground that
Riel and his associates were French-
men, and O'Donoghue was an Irish-
man. The reasons why partial an-
nesty was granted to Riel were men-
tioned in the resolutions of last Session,
and the Address based on them. They
showed that after the termination of
the North-West troubles and the estab-
lisnment of a Constitutional Govern-
ment in Manitoba, an incursion into
that Province was set on foot, the
principal actor, if not the leader of
which was W. D. O'Donoghue. It was
necessary to the preservation of that
order which had been restored that
there should be a union of all the in-
habitants of that country. Such results
were obtained upon pledges made to
some of the actors in the old North-
West troubles, and the attitude there
assumed by then was one of the
principal causes for the lenity
extended to those individuals. It
was unnecessary to do more than
state these facts to show \vhy, when it
was proposed to deal mercifully and
leniently with the actors in the North
West troubles, the same lenity was not
extended to O'Donoghue. A statement
of tue facts showed that a different line
niust be taken with bim. What was
the attitude of these three chief actors
at that time ? On the one hand they
found O'Donoghue leading an insurrec-
tion against Her Majesty's subjects,
while the others were found on the
other side. The acts of O'Doinoghue
on that occasion were such as precluded
the House from taking a favourable
view of his case. The letter of
O'Donoghue which the hon. gentleman
had read showed that O'Donoghue did
not dread anything that might be
alleged against him in reference to
these North-West troubles. The hon.
gentleman had complained that in
respect of this particular person an
ýamnesty in reference to the North-

West troubles of 1869-70 had not been
granted, and that O'Donoghue was not
permitted to re-enter the Province of
Manitoba free of danger in respect to
these transactions. Now, O'Donoghue's
letter, which had been read, e-pressly
stated that he was entirely innocent
of the blood of Scott, that he was
under no apprehension of standing
his trial on that subjeet, and that
but for his part in the so-called Fenian
raid, he would have gone to Manitoba
long since and demanded his trial.
He did not want mercy in regard to
the Nortb-West troubles, and was 1 re.
pared to face justice on that charge.
What now was the difficulty ? It was
not that he bad not been pardoned
for his connection with these troubles,
because he did not want an ainnesty
for that. His dificulty was that his
action in 1871, whatever it was, hal
not been pardoned. He wished the
House to mark that in this letter
O'Donoghue did not ask for lenity or
generous consideration of His acts in
regard to the 1869-70 troubles. Hfe
said that lie had been unjustly treated,
and that justice was all be demanded,
and that he would receive it from the
Courts of Manitoba if he were not dis-
abled from going into that Province
on account of the transactions of I ý71.
The hon. gentleman had asked why
those transactions should be taken into
consideration. He replied for the rea-
sons they had given they were bound
to take them into consideration in
dealing with the transactions of 1869-
70. The circumstances connected
with that raid were of very material
importance in judging of the tran-
sactions of 1869-70. The House was
bound to consider the whole position
and attitude of any person to whom it
was prepared to .extend the preroga-
tive of mercy. le (Mr. Blake) main-
tained that the conduct of O'Donoghue
was such as to disentitle him to any
favourable consideration at the hands of
this House or of the Crown. The hon.
gentleman had said he did not admit
that O'Donoghue was engaged in
the Fenian raid of 1871. He was en-
gaged, he admitted, in a raid which was
a trifling affair, but not in a Fenian
raid. Al the evidence they had cn
the subject, with the exception of the
statement in the letter, in whichi
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O'Donoghue said he was not in
the Fenian raid, was very clear and
emphatic in the other direction. He
did not intend to weary the House
by reading passages from the evidence
taken betore the Select Committee
on which the Aldress was founded.
The House could not have forgotten
that thore was a unanimous concur-
rence of testimony in the view
that the affair of 1871 was a Fenian
raid. They mast also remember the
company in which O'Dirnoghue was at
that time. They must rernember that
his aider and leader in that transaction
was the so-called Genral O'Neil, who
had been seen on the frontier in another
quarter leading a Fenian raid. The
hon. gentleman said it vas a small
matter and ought to be considered
tavourably. The House would recollect
that a man who was not an Irishrnan
was tried for participation in that raid,
that ho was convicted and received the
capital sentence. The H1ouse would re-
member that that sentence was comma-
ted to twenty years irmprisonment, and
that that sentence was still being un-
dergone. He rejoiced that they had
not heard either from Irishmen or
Frenchmen anything about the con-
mutation of that sentence or granting
of an amnesty to that man. That
Fenian raid was wholly bnjustifiable,
and whatever palliation there might
have been for the original discontent
there was none for the gang of mis-
creants who on that occasion hoarded
the boundaries of Manitoba. le did
iot think the louse would be disposed
to say that it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to institute an enquiry into
the facts alleged by O'Donoghue in his
letter in order that justice might be
done. He (Mr. O'Donoghue) alleged
that the transaction was a part of the
old insurrection; that the ludson's
Bay Company had to do with it, and
that other persons whom he threatened
ominously, but did not name, were
implicated in the affair. Tae louse
had justly resolved to pass the sponge
over all those transactions with the
exception which was refo red to,
and he considered that the renewal of
an acrimonious discussion on the sub-
ject would prove utterly fruitless. He
did not see any means, and if ho had
aeen means ho saw no use, in theGovern-

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

ment entering upon an investigation
of the allegations of O'Danoghue be-
cause there remained the fact that he
was the promoter of that wanton in-
surrection which produced results of a
most serious nature. Although no
bloodshed ensued, it necessitated the
expenditure of a large sum of money
and brought about a most unfortunate,
state of affairs.

Now, the hon. gentleman urged that
they ought to enquire into the matter;
but as lie said at the beginning so he-
concluded - it was the duty of the
Executi-e Government to rake en-
quiry into the truth by any means in
its power, and consider with respect
any representations that might be
made to it with reference to any pro-
posal to exercise the prerogative of
the Crown; and if O'Donoghue should
bring forward any' such statements as
ho thought were material, and if he
applied to the Crown for the exercise
ofits prerogative of mercy, of course it
would be the duty of the Administra-
tion to consider that application, these
representations, and these statements,.
But what did this person do ? le said
that he asked "no favours now of the
"Canadiari Government or Parliament ;
"they have meted ont to me the full
"measure of their injustice, but the
"world shall know in my own good
"time the whole unvarnished trut h."

That " good time" it seemed had not
yet arrived; he had not heard, and he
had not seen the statement of the
"whole unvarnished truth" as it was
in that "good time " to be told by this
O'Donoghue. He presumed that when
the time had cone, ho (O'Donoghue)
would make his statement, supportirg
it by his allegations, and present it in
the proper quarter, where he (Mr.
Blake) had no doabt that it would re-
ceive the attention and consideration
which it would, probably, so eminently
deserve; bat in the meantime ho askei
the House whether upon a letter such
as this, containing allegtions and ad-
missions such as this, not requesting
anything, not giving the whole facts,
and not seeking for any enquiry nor
for mercy, they were to be called upon
themselves to institute an investigation
in order that they might find out before
that " good time " of O'bonoghue's the
facts upon which they were to advise the
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Crown. That this could be thoir duty,
and that they were called upon to do
8o was perfectly out of question.
The hon. gentleman, moreover, did not
point ontxuy means or machinery by
which, if this were the case, they could
-accomplish that duty at this time.
How were they to find out these
particulars to which this gentleman
referred, or at which he rather darkly
hinted ? No such means existed.

The resolution of the hon. gentleman,
although he (Mr. Costigan) said that
he did not intend it as a censure on the
Government, and althought he affirm-
ed that he uttered no complaint
with regard to it, declared that to
be the duty of the Administra-
tion which, if it was its duty, was so
at the earliest convenient moment
after this letter became public, and so
had been ever since. If the hon.
gentleman's allegations were correct
the Government had neglected and
were now.neglecting their duty ; but
whether this was so or not, they did
not recognise that they were called
upon to make any enquiry or take any
step in this affair under the present
circumstances ; and while he repeated
that it would be their duty to receive
any representations made by any man
who asked for the favour or clemency
of the Crown, this was not their duty
considering the attitude wbich
O'Donoghue assumed-he havin g
preferred no representation and baving
given no materials or facts. Nor had
they the means of instituting any
useful enquiry ; and in consequence of
all these thing they were obliged to
ask the House so to decide, vote
down this amendment, and proceed
with the business to transact which
this House had been really called
together.

Mr. DEVLIN, as the seconder of the
motion, deemed it to be his duty to
offer a few remarks in explanation of
the reasons which had prompted him to
take this position. Before proceeding to
do so, however, he felt bound also to say
that he had heard for the first time in
the bouse a statement with reference
to the connection of O'Donoghue with
the difficultics which had arisen in Mani-
toba. He desired to be understood
that in seconding the motion he was
not actuated by a wish to obtain the

57

influence of the Government, the House
or the country on behalf of O'Donoghue
if it were true that after the insurrec-
tion in the Province of Manitoba had
ceased he had organized a body of
men for the purpose of disturbing its
peace and its order. If the facts bore
out the statement made by the Minister
of Justice, and he took it for granted
that the hon. gentleman made it on
evidence laid before him, these had
certainly not come within his own
personal knowledge. It was well that
the Minister of Justice had made that
explanation, because it had been
widely circulated that this man
(O'Donoghue) was excepted from the
amnesty granted to other persons im-
plicated in these unfortunate distur-
bances because he (O')onoghue) could
not bring to bear the same amount of
influence, owing to his humble posi-
tion, as those who were associated with
him in that insurrection, if it could be
so cal!ed. It had also been published
-as the Minister of Justice must be
aware-that O'Donoghue was passed
over because of his nationality. He
well knew that this insinuation was
false; hie was perfectly conscious and
confident that the present Govern-
ment had never refused to grant an
amnesty to O'Donoghue and extend
to him the clemency of the Crown be-
cause either of his creed or his nation-
ality. le also knew that the House
bad dealt in a generous manner with
all the persons who were concerned in
these unhappy disturbances, which for
a time had attracted the attention of
the country; and certainly it did seem
strange to those who were not aware of
all the facts which had just been men-
tioned by the Minister of Justice, that
the leading spirits in that insurrection
should have had extended to them the
clemency of the Crown, and been
pardoned as they had been, while
one man, and one man only, who
had been associated with them-
but not so prominently concern-
ed-in that so called insurrection
was excluded from such benefits
and assigned to banishment. Therefore
the action of his hon. friend in making
this motion was deserving of commen-
dation because, first of all, it offered
the Government of the country,
through the Minister of Justice, the
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opportunity of tendering an explana-
tion, as they were bound to do; and in
the next place it was a matter of high
importance that the people of this
country should know and feel that all
men were treated alike, and dhat equal
justice was administered to them no
matter under what sky they happened
to be born, no matter what might be
their creed, and no matter what their
nationality.

He spoke under a feeling of embarass-
ment, because he had not had a know-
ledge of the tacts which it seemed had
come under the observation of the
Minister of Justice; and therefore he
considered it to be his duty to plead,
as it were, the cause of this man who.
after all, as had been stated by the
Minister of Justice, was not actually a
suppliant at their door seeking pardon,
but who was simply an . applicant re-
lying upon his rights as a British sub-
ject in order to obtain justice from the
Parliament of this country. ln this
character O'Donoghue demanded an
enquiry, allegng that he was not guilty
of the crimes charged against him;
also that he was prepared to establish,
if the opportunity were offered him,
thqt he was certainly as much entitled
to amnesty as the other persons who
had received tbat measure of leniency
from the Crown. True, the Minister
of Justice put O'Donoghue's case in an
entirely diffèrent light, and if the evi
dence bore this statement out-if after
peace was proclaimed, and the resi-
dents of Manitoba had returned to tieir
respective homes determined to main-
tain the law ofthe country, O'Donoghue
Lad plotted an insurrection and scheme
to overthrow the Government of the
country, then he had no right to
appeal to the clenency of the Crown,
or expect favourable consideration from
this lion. House, because ho held that
>ituated as O'Donoghue was, there was
no justification for his having recourse
to violence. lfhe did so in order to sub-
vert the lawful Government of the coun-
try and failed, and the result had
brought down punishment on himself,
he (Mr. Devlin) would be disposed to re-
gard him as a coward in afterwards ap-
pealing for pardon. The man had not
been heard, and he conten ed a fair
trial should be accorded him. Much
of the evidence collected and placed

Mr. DEVLIN.

before Parliament with regard to the
others was unreliable, and it might be
equally untrue with regard to O'Dono-
ghue who claimed the consider-
ation of the House, and the leniency
extended to others implicated with
hin. The opportunity ought to be,
afforded him to make good his
allegations. In this letter O'Dono-
ghue said t e Fenian raid was a mis-
nomer, and that it was simply a con-
tinuation of the insurrection in-
augurated in 1869. He (Mr. Devlin)
could not speak as to the accuracy of
this statement, but it placed thle matter
in a different light from that it which
it had been viewed by the Hon.
Minister of Justice. If that hon.
gentleman saw fit to institute the
enquiry prayed for he would probably
not find it difficult to arrive at a differ-
ent conclusion.

lon. Mr. BLAKE - O'Donoghue
has never prayed for an enquiry. He
says in his own good time lie will come
dowi with the facts.

Mr. DEVLIN-Of course if he has
not asked for an investigation it would
be unfair to press it upon him. In the
statement, O'.Donoghue says:-

" I beg to tell you and the hon. body over
whih you preside, that a great injustice has
been done me by the late action of Parlia-
ment in ex 'luding me from the amnesty
granted to ail others who participated in the
insurrection of 1869-70. This 'acticn of
Parliament would seem to throw the whole
responsibility of the insurrection, the execu-
tion of Scott, and the so-called Fenian Raid
on me. I do not propose shouldering ail of
them that those who were responsible may go
forth spotless.'

According to the resolution, con-
tinued the speaker, O'Donoglue was
specially excluded from the amnesty
granted to the other parties, and he
claimed by that exclusion a great injury
had been done him. The natural infer-
ence which followed from this letterwas
that if the matter was investigated
the man would bc enabled to establish
his allegations. This was an embarass-
ing subject now and had been before. lit
was one which he (Mr. Devlin) would
prefer to avoid referring to if possible,
but he knew that he ought on an occa-
sion of this kind to make the case
known, leaving it with the House to
deal with the application as their wis-
dom might suggest.

Amnesty Question.(CO.ML MONS.]
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Mr. WHITE (Hastings) said
O'Donoghue had certainly an advoQate
in the hon. member for Montreal Cen-
ter of whom lie had no cause to be
proud. -He (Mr. White) honestly and
candidly believed that the hon. gentle-
man cared less for his country-
men than f r the Government. If
O'Donoghue had nothing to do with
death of Scott, he was more entitled to
the amnesty than those who got it.
Like many other poor Irishmen, O'Don-
oghue was caught in a trap, while
those who inveigled him into the
position were al!owed to go free. When
he listened to the vacillations of the
hon. member from Montreûl Centre on
this subject, who might have done
good service for a fellow-countryman,
he (O'Donoghue) might well exclaim
" Save me from my friends." But
there was another phase to the affair.
The man who lost his life in the North-
West Territory (Thos. Scott) was an
unfortunate Irishman ; his brother,
who is now an incurable lunatic owing
to that tragedy, was also an unfortu-
nate Irishman, and O'Donoghue was
another. In view.of this it would be
well for Irishmen to take the advice
given by Mr. Waller on St. Patrick's
day-to discharge their duty and be
good citizens of a free country. He
(Mr. White) voted that no amnesty
should be granted to Lepine or Reil,
but he was now prepared to vote that
O'Donoghye should be heard and
justice meted out to him. Irishmen
had been greatly misled, but he be-
lieved they would never be brought
into the same position again.

Mr. BANNATYNE denied the asser-
tion in the resolution. The late Gov-
ernor did all in his power to warn
these men and begged them to go to
their homes. He knew that the late
Mr. Mactavish never did advise Louis
Reil, but to warn him and his party to
give up their actions and return to
their homes, and the first trouble com-
nenced long before McDougall's arrivai
at Pembina-indeed, he might say.
was caused by the hon. member for
Lisgar and other agents of bis, whom
he styled "friends of Canada," men
who never lost an opportunity of both
of writing against and abusing the
people of the country, saying that they

would soon be ruled differently when
they got in power, as they soon would
be. Not long after this a meeting was
called, through the organ of the mem-
ber for Lisgar, by one Wm. Dease,
which over one hundred French Sétis
attended. Mr. Dease addressed the
people, and informed then that the
Hudson Bay Company had sold their
lands and themselves to Canada, and
were to receive some £300,000 sterling.
Dease was well furnished with infor-
mation on the subject, and he (Mr.
Bannatyne) would like to ask the hon.
member for Lisgar if ho did not know
who furnisbed him with it, and also
advised him to take this step, was it
not the hon. member himself ? Dease
advised the people to organize, demand
the public money fromu the Hudson
Bay Company, and form a Government
of their own. G overnor M actavish was
sent for, came and explained all he
knew, and said that there were nego-
tiations going on in England, but that
the money was only for their chartered
rights and not for the people's lands.
On the few occasions in which the in-
terference of the authorities were prac-
ticable, their efforts to calm the exist-
ing excitement were met by the
assertion that they were regaided as
mere nominees of the Hudson Bay
Company, which had sold the country
and its inhabitants, and were, thereforei
entitled to no consideation. Another
source of all troubles from which thev
had suffered lay with the Secretary of
State for the Colonies. The manner of
Confederation was a blunder. From the
year 1857 to 1869 the Imperial Govern-
ment had been trifling with that coun try
and refused to give any useful assist-
ance towards its progress and develop-
ment.

When the papers from Ontario and
Quebec came up,and when they learned
McDougall was going in armed to take
possession of the country, they organ-
ized and kept everyone out of the
country. Mi. McDougall was turned
away, and a Government formed. Reil
was elected at their head, and he sent to
Governor McTavish asking him to
delegate his authority to them. IHe
said no, not while there was life in bis
body. After this the unfortunate
death of Scott occurred, and it was a
wonder only one life was lost. During
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the time the delegates were at Ottawa,
O'Donoghue was not loyal to the
-Métis. When the British Flag was
raised, a few minutes after, O'Donoghue
ordered it to be taken down. News of
this was brought to Reil who went ont
and told O'Donoghue there should be
but one master, that the MVIétis ex-
pected to have their rights secured and
would live under the British Flag. In
proof of it he nailed it to the mast and
there it remained until the troops were
brought in. O'Donoghue on many
occasions did all he could to work for
annexation, so much so that at one
time a gentleman of high standing came
from the American side and offered
Reil $50,000 in cash and $100,000 more
and a position if lie would only work
for annexation. Riel told him " Take
""your money, keep your assistance, I

want none of them; I will never
work lor annexation, and I trust the

" day will never come when Canada will
bc annexed to the United States. I
left my farm where .I was working
when I was told we were to be trans-

" ferred to another power without our
being consulted. I will fight to the

" last until we get a representative Gov-
ernment. I want not your money, and

"when our point is gained I will go
back to my farm again." In June

of that year he (Mr. Bannatyne) fbund
O'Donoghue was doing all in his power
to secure Riel and his party. lie had
sent down to the United States and
parties were noticed travelling through
Minnesota and down the Red River
armed. The name of the party who
led them could be mentioned if neces-
sary. Riel saw it and wrote to Arch-
bishop Taché urging him to hasten to
Red River as O')onoghue was de-
termined still to resist the Canadian
Government, and also instructed the
speaker to write his Grace to the same
effect. The immediate cause of all
the troubles was Mr. McDougall him-
self, vigorously aided by the member
lor Lisgar, with whom lie took counsel,
who grossly decoived him. McDougall

fterwards stated that, send where ho
liked, to the Portage la Prairie or
Suone Fort, all his information was
certain to come back from Dr. Schultz
-information unfortunately for the
peace ofthe country,wholly unreliable,
giving an entirely erroneous impression

Mr. BANNATYNE.

of the actual circumstances of the
country and settlers.

The late Governor Mactavish did all
he could, and had he or the hon. nem-
ber for Selkirk done otherwise than
they did when the latter acted as Com-
missioner from Canada, there would
have been much bloodshed to deplore,
that country would then have been in
ashes, and to-day would not have been
ours, the almost certainly being there
would have been civil war all over the
North-West.

Here Mr. Bannatyue read extracts
from a letter of the late Governor
Mactavish to the late Hon. Joseph
Howe, the Secretary of State for the
Provinces, dated 14th May, 1874, which
were as follows :-

" The ground on which Mr. McDougall
pretends to base a belief in the connivance of
the Conpany's officers at the seizure of their
Fort, is contained in a report of Major Wallace,
who appears to have been commissioned as a
spy. I have made dilligent enquiry into some
matter relat.ng to the v sit of the person in
question, to the settiement and the probability
of his having arrived at the sentiments of
those with m bom he came in contact. I am
iuformed that the plan taken by the Major to
win the contidence of his iuterlocutors was
free indulgence in coarse and unseemly abuse
of the gentl man in whose interest Le Lad
come. By some people these representations
were quickly swallowed as the sentiments of
a person who Lad ei joyed the privilege of
long intimacy with the object of his abuse
and was therefore a reliable authority ; but by
the more intelligent of lis hearers the ' Ma-
jor's' deportment caused him to be regarded
as a schemer, or a man lacking discretion to a
dangerous degree. On the whole I am in-
clined to think the mission of Major Wallace
an error of judgment on the part of its origi-
nator. 'Relying on the accuracy of his as-
surance' Mr. McDougall remarks that the
Company's officers in charge of Fort Garry
were told of the intention of the Rebels to
take the Fort the day before it occurred, and
that the Chief Constable, Mulligan, who is an
old soldier, offered to raise a force, partly com-
posed of pensioners, with whi h le declared
he could hold the country against all the
re bels who would be likely to atta k it, but
he was told by Dr. Cowan, the officer in
charge, that ' lis services were not wanted.'
To this I rtply there was no such man as
'Chief Constable Mulligan.'

'' A force of policemen has for some years
past been employed to keep the peace in the
village of Winnipeg. Of those men, Pensioner
Mulligan is one, but he is vested with no au-
thority or pre-eminence whatever over the
otheis, as the description of his office above
quoted would lead one unacquainted with the
facts to bel eve. The other two policemen
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are French half-breeds, and were among the
Insurgents.

" Mulligan did not advise Dr. Cowan of
the intended seizure of Fort Garry the day
before it occurred, but some time after it had
taken place, he and another old pensioner
named Michael Power called upon the Doctor
and offered to expel the French. On being
asked what force he would require to effect
his object, Mulligan was silent, but Power re-
plied :-'One man to raise the fiag and
another to stand below and defend it.' The
ridiculous offer was forthwith declined.

"I deny that any of the Company's otfhiers
as a body are capable of the gross breach of
trust assunied by Mr. McDougall, and I pro-
test against your acceptance of the report of
Major Wallace as authoritative, or even fairly
reliable in the matter on which it treats.

"At no time was Mr. McDougall or
the misery of his position absent from
my thoughts. I felt and still feel
most deeply on his account and that
of the members of his pirty. Advise or sug-
gestions I had absolut.-ly none to offer, except
those which at the rare intervals complained
of. I sent in the letter, the length of which
seems to be unpalato ble. These letters were,
as Mr. McDougall correctly supposes, written
by my legal adviscr, Mr. Black, at a time
when, from excessive weakness, I could only
with difficulty sign my name. He is incor-
rect, however, in imputing to Mr. Black per
sonal views, the attainment of which might
have influenced the policy of the local authori-
ties and found expression in thtir officiai cor-
respondence. As a man of strict honour and
integrity, Mr. Black commands the fallest
confidence of myself and Council, and I have
no hesitation in assuming responsibility for
any statement he has placed over my signa-
ture. I object to having been laid under
the necessity of formally denying charges
which should never have been made or enter-
tanied against me by your representatives, un-
less supported by incontrovertible proof.
Complicity with those who degrade the
Magisterial office by countenancing and sup-
porting armed r, bellion against the Sover ign,
combined with betrayal of trust, the aim of
which would be to sacrifice to a ruinons
amount the property of those whose commer-
cial interests have been pliced in my hands,
imply a moral obliquity of character to the
imputation of which I must not be indifferent.

" I object that civil disor ler should have
been excited in the Colony through official
mismanagement.

" Apart altogether from the military epi-
sodes of the last few months, it bas long been
patent to ail men of intelligence connected
with this place that the mode in which Canada
was preparing the way for political incorpora-
tion with this country was injurious and likely
to create trouble. The mission of Mr. Snow,
thiough represented as an act of delicate char-
ity to a famishing people, ma te a good deal
of mlischief. Mr. Snow's apparently close
connection with the faction already alluded
to, appeared to lend the countenance of your

Government to the promoters of tumult and
disorder. Canadian newspapers containing
absurd carricatures of the country and people,
from the pen of the pymaster on the works,
were dilligently read by the objects of attack.
Complaints arose of unjust dealing, of liquor
selling to Indians, of interference wi h pre-
emption rights of settlers, of extortion and
other disorders, the results of which were a
law suit and several uprisings among the
French half-breeds, which were with some
dilficulty suppresed. The bad feeling, how.
ever, remained."

Very unfortunate for Mr. McDougall
was the impression which even then
prevailed in the colony, that lie was
determined to support his subordinates
in everything, and was, although at
the time employed with Sir George
Cartier', as Canadian Conmmissioner iii
England, encouraging political distur-
bance in this place, with the objeet of
precipitating the downfall of the Com-
pany's rule, and the consequent ly more
certain and easy success of his mission.

I think the Imperial Governnient
ought to satisfy English interests in
this country on a basis of justice, the
more so as this territory has hitherto
cost it nothing.

le could only say that while
O'Donoghue charged the Hudson
Bay Conipany and others with having
instigated and kspt up this rebel-
lion, these charges were untrue, and
when ho stated lie was not present at
the death of Thomas Scott lie also
stated what was not true. le was
there, and there giving directions on
the morning Scott met bis death, and
O'Donoghue alone, he believed, was
the instigator ofthat crime. O'Dono-
ghue never cared for the interests of
the people. His whole wish and de-
termination was to make the people
believe that they could not expect
mercy from the Canadian Government,
and that they would be glad to hand
themselves over to the American Gov-
ernment. When O'Doanoghue stated
that the so-called Fenian raid was only
a continuance of the troubles that had
already existed, he knew he stated
what was untrue, for the moment the
Governor General's proclamation was
issued Riel and Lepine were found
twenty miles from home inciting the
people to rise and saying that this was
a different matter from the other, and
if they were willing to protect their
homes before, there was much more
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reason to do so now. It was said they
were rather slow in coming forward to
offer their services-that was because
the proclamation was not issued in
French. Had the motion of the !on.
member for Victoria only been for am-
nesty for O'Donoghue-as a member of
the Provisional Government, and had
he in that capacity acted only as Reil
and the other members of it-he would
have been most happy to vote for it. A
few years ago Fenians had entered the
Eastern Provinces of Canada, some
of our best young men were shot down,
and sone of the Fenians were taken
prisoners. A few months afterwards
they were liberated, but O'Douoghue's
attempt at invasion was even more
wanton and unprovoked than the
attempt which lad been made in
Canada, and did not in his opinion
merit amnesty.

Mr. SMIT HI (Selkirk) said it had
been made to appear that the case of
O'Donoghue was the case of -Riel and
others who were connected with the
insurrection at Red River in 1869-70.
It was true that these men were to-
gether up to the time the country was
occupied by Canada in the summer of
1870, or rather until within two months
of that period, for it was known that
before the troops reached Red River
there was a great divergence of
opinion between them. It was well
known that Riel and his friends were
anxious at that time to come peaceably
into Canada, but O'Donoghue took
quite a different course. There was
evidence to shew that O'Donoghue
endeavoured' to keep the people from
uniting with Cauada, that he used
every effort to have the country
annexed to the United States, and it
was also well established that Riel at
that time had offers from the other
side of the line which he would not
accede to. In August, 1870, Canada
took possession of that country; this
Fenian raid occurred in October of
1871 after there was a Government
in the country, and it had be-
come a province of the Dominion.

Everything was going on with ap-
parent satisfaction to the inhabitants
when we heard of this Fenian raid.
To call it a continuation of the out-
break of 1869-70 would be absurd, as
it did not take ?lace until fifteen months

Mr. BANNATYNE.

afterwards. There could be no doubt
at that time O'Donoghue was associated
with the body known as Fenians. It
was also known that Riel and these
other parties who had been connected
with the insurrection of 1869, on this
latter occasion offered to aid the Gov.
erninent against the Fenians. The
hon. gentleman from Victoria had
taken credit for O'Donoghue, that
there was no blood shed during his
attempted invasion of Manitoba, but
even this could not be credited to
O'Donoghue. It was entirely owing
to the admirable conduct of the
people of Manitoba, who rose to
defend their country and their
rigbts as Canadian citizens, and to the
timely assistance given by the officers
of the United States at that time on
the frontier. le did not think that
O'Donoghue should bc pardoned be-
cause he was an Irishman, any more
than if he were English, Scotch or
French, as all were equally entitled to
the protection of the law in this
country, no matter what their
nationality.

Now, with reference to the accusa-
tion of complicity with the insurgents,
brought against Governor MacTavish
and other officers of the Hudscn Bay
Company- Men actuated by proper
feelings would pause and well consider
before venturing an opinion in such a
case. But, perhaps, it was becom-
ing and congenial to men like O'Donog-
hue and the lion. member for Lisgar
after all the prime mover in this
affair, maliciously and unblushingly
to prefer those charges against the
lamented gentleman, Mr. MacTavish,
now that his lips are sealed in death.
Mr. MacTavish, was well known
to be a gentleman of the strictest in-
tegrity, a man ever actuated by the
highest principles oi honour, a man
whose memory was enshrined in the
hearts of the whole people of the Red
River cf his day. He would be long
remenbered for the good he had con-
ferred on the country. Mr. MacTavish
saw that lie was unable to withstand
the strong force in opposition to him,
arid in order to prevent bloodshed he
adopted the course which he thought
most advisable under the cireumstanceS,
and in this he (Mr. Smith) cordially
co-operated with him. How could Mr.
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MacTavish have found means of doing
anything against such an insurrection
as that to which he was opposed? The
people, rightly or wrongly-he did
not then think rightly-believed their
rights were in jeopardy. They believed
they ought to have been consulted before
they were dragged into Confederation,
and he frankly admitted ho held
the same opinion. Seeing they were
not consulted they determined to
protect their rights as they under-
.stood them, and with such a force
against hin Mr. MacTavish was
powerless. The honorable member
for Lisgar Lad spoken of cowardice
and incapacity in connection with
this matter ; but such an imputa
tion would come home with more
truth and justice against the hon. gentle-
man himself. When intrenched within
his stronghold at the outset of the in-
surrection, why did he not keep his
post with the body of men with whom
le was then associated? Were the odds
too great against him ? and ifso, why so
unmanly as to turn round and upbraid
those who were in a weaker and far
more difficult position than ho himself,
when he surrendered his arms
and was marched off to prison ?
llow different another party of some
forty men, when having in their keep-
ing important documents and informa-
tion from the Canadian Government
to be communieated to the people of
Red River, they found themselves
opposed by more than ton times their
own number of armed mon! They,
at the imminent hazard of their
lives, fulfilled their commission, and
so prepared the way by maintaining
comparative peace and quiet in the
settlement for its union with Canada.

He was sure, had Governor MacTav-
ish lived, he would have been foremost
in desiring an investigation into his
conduct; and it was well known to the
hon. gentleman from North Hastings
and all the other members of the
North-West Committee, that Le (Mr.
Smith) was most anxious and pressing
to have a full and searching enquiry
mito everything concerning the insur-
rection, and into the alleged connection
of the ludson's Bay Company's officers
with it.

With regard to himself (Mr. Smith)
he desired to refer to a statement made

by the hon. member for Lisgar last
Session, to the effect that he (Mr.
Smith) had attended a public meeting
in the Parish of St. Andrews in the
winter of 1870, at which he (the hon.
member for Lisgar) was also present.
This allegation is contained on page
1,077 of the Debates for 1875.
This charge being brought against
him, he believed it to be his duty
as a man of honour to disprove it, and
Le was in possession of the means of
doing so most effectually. Briefiy,
then, on the 27th December, 1869, le
arrived at Fort Garry-on the 19th
and 20th of January the meetings of
the people of Red River, known as the
" mass meetings," took place. At
these the friendly intentions of the
Canadian Government were made
known to the settlers, and* they thon
determined to meet in convention to
arrange terms of union with the
Dominion. The convention held its
first sitting on the 25th of January,
and before rising on the 1Oth February,
desired to have delegates elected in
the several parishes to insure the
peace and quiet of the settlement untit
the union with Canada could be con-
summated. On the 17th of February
Riel and his friends captured several
men-some of the persons he believed
with whom the hon. member for Lisgar
had been associated in opposition to the
former--and who, after the liberation by
Riel of a number of prisoners, had dis-
banded and were on their way to their
homes. One of these nien, Major Bolton,
was taken prisoner on the 17th, tried
by those then in power, and condemned
to be shot at midnight on Saturday
the 19th of the same month. le (Mr.
Smith) conceived it to be his duty
-his bounden duty-to see Louis
Reil on the matter, and endeavour
to save the life of this officer. After
much earnest discussion Riel consented
to spare Bolton's life, and at the same
time said : "Now, Mr. Commissioner,
I have a favour to ask of you." Riel
then asked him to go throughout the
settlement and advise the people that
with a view of coming into Canada,
and maintaining the peace in the
meantime, they should assemble peace-
ably and quietly in convention. The
result of this ho was assured would be
the release of every prisoner. Who
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would not have responded to such a
call, seeing that there were no other
means within command of accomplish-
ing an object desired by every man in
Canada ? Besides, was it not his duty
to do all in his power to prevent blood-
shed so long as their was no sacrifice of
honour? They knew that nothing but
evil could come of strife. [Up to the
20th of February he had never once left
Fort Garry from the time he had
entered it, on the 27th of the previous
December, with the sole exception of
going to the Court House under guard,
and two or three times just outside of
the wall. It was asserted that he
appeared at meetings at which the hon.
member for Lisgar was aiso present in
the Parish of St. Andrews-that was
before the 20th of February, 1870.

le would now read affidavits of gen-
tiemen of the highest respectability,
residing in the Parish of St. Andrews,
the lion. Mr. Hay, Captain Kennedy
and Mr. Andrew Mowat, as follows,
showing that the hon. gentleman was
not present at the meeting in ques-
tion:-

"(coPY.)
"PROVINCE OF MANITOBA,

" LisGAR to wit :
1, ANdREW MowAT, of the parish of St. An-

drews, in said county and Province, farmer,
do sclemnly declare as follows :

"1. I was a resident of th- said parish of
St. Andrews during all the year one thousand
eight hiundred and seventy.

" 2. I know Donald A. Smith, Esquire, and
John Schultz, Esquire, the present members
of the Dominion House of Commons for Sel-
kirk and Lisgar respectively.

" 3. During the said year, one tbousand eight
hundred and seventy, the said Mr. Smth
never attended a public meeting of any kind,
either in the school-house or in any other
place in the said parish of St. Andrews, nor
did he and the said John Schultz ever meet
each other upon any occa :ion in the said
parish. My grounds of belief for this last
statement are that during Mr. Smith's visit to
Red River in that year, Dr. bchultz was either
a prisoner in Fort Garry, or in hiding in the
neighborhood of St. Andrews, until the de-
parture of the latter for Canada, ma Lake
Winnipeg. During the period of his conceal-
ment he was five days in my housý, and only
appeared in public upon the occasion of the
expedition to Kildonan in February, and the
meeting held upon the return of that expedi-
tion. And I make this solemn declaration,
vonscientiously believing the saine te be true,
and by virtue of the Art passed in the thirty-

..seventh year of Her Majt sty's reign, intituled:

Mr. SuITH.

cAn Act for the suppression of voluntary
and extra judicial oaths.'

"(Signed),

"ANDREW MOWAT.
" Taken, acknowledged and subscribed by

the said Andrew Mowat before me this twelfth
day of February, A.D., 1876.

" (Signed,)

"SEDLEY BLANCHARD,
49.Kota'y Pu H ic."

(CoPY.)

PROvINcE OF MANITOBA,
LIsGAR, to ieit:

" , EDWARD H. G. G. HAY, of th- Parish of
St. Andrews South, in the County of Lisgar
and Province of Manitoba, Esquire, do solemn-
ly declare as follows:

" 1. I have lived in the said Parish of St.
Andrews since the year one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, and recollect dis-
tinctly the circumstances which occured in
the said parish in connection with the Red
River troubles, 'so called.'

" 2. I was present at every public meeting
held in the said parish in connection with the
said troubles from the fitst day of January of
the year one thousand eight hundred and sev-
enty, until I went up to Winnipeg or Fort
Garry to attend the Convention of Delegates
held at Winnipeg in the nonth of March of
that year, wich Convention is now known as
the Provisional Government.

" 3. In the month of February, in the year
last named, a body of armed men marched
from St. Andrews, aforessid, to the parish of
Kildonan, in the County cf Selkirk, and about
four miles distant from Winnipeg, with the
ostensible object of obtaining the release of
the prisoners then confned by Mr. Riel in
Fort Garry. Messengers were sent to Mr.
Riel and the prisoners were relessed. The
force then, after deliberation, retreated to St.
Andrews.

" 4. On the day after the i eturn of the said
party from Kildorian a pu'lic meeting was
held in the school-house at the Rapids church
in said parish of St. Andrews South. The
object of that meeting was to discuss the
propriety of taking possession of Lower Fort
Gairy and setting up a Govt rnment in oppo-
sition to Riel. Dr. Shultz, member of the
House of Common of the Dominion of Canada
for the County of Lisgar, was present at the
meeting. I was also presett. Donald A.
Smith, Esquýre, the present representative of
the County of Selkirk, in the Dominion House
of Commons, was not pres nt, either on the
same day or the Monday fo lowing. Another
public meeting was held in the schoolhouse
at which I was present, and of which I was
chairman. The said Donald A Smith was not
present at that me ting. At that meeting
Thomas Sinclair of St. Andrews, the present
Registrar of Deeds, and myself, were elected
Delegat s to the Convention at Fort Garry,
which, as I have said, has since been known
as the Provik ional Government. A day or two
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after that meeting Mr. Smith came down from
Fort Garry, accompanied by Archdeacon
McLan and Henry McDermot. This was
the first occasion of his visit to St. Andrews
since his arrival in Manitoba, then R d River.
He met the said Thomas Sinclair and myself
at the Reverend Mr. Gardiner's house, and
after a short consultation he continued on to
Lower Fort Garry, and thence to St. Peters.

" 5. He attended no public meeting in St.
Andrews North or South during that visit.
At tHis time Dr. Shultz had left St. Andrews
on his way to Canada via Lake Winnipeg.

" 6. The said Donald A. Smith never attended
any public meeting of any kind in either of
the parishes of St Andrews North or South
during all the period of time he was in Red
River as Commissioner or Agent of the
Dominion Government, in the year one thous,
ani eight hundred and seventy, and to the
best of my knowledge and belief Dr. Shultz
and Mr. Smith never met during tCat visit,
and I make this solemn declaration conscien,
tiously, believing the same to be true, and
by virtue of the Act passed in the thirtys
ninth year of Hler Majesty's reign intituled
' An Act for the Suppression of Voluntary
and ext a judicial Oaths.

(Sigried.,
I EDWARD H. G. G. HAY.

" Taken and subscribed by the said Edward
H. G. G. Hay before me this twelfth day of
February A. D., 1876.

"(Signed),

l SEDLEY BLANCHARD,
"Nota-y Public for the Province <f Manitoba."

Another affidavit from Capt. William
Kennedy, St. Andrews, County of Lis-
gar, and sworn to before Sedley Blan-
chard, Notary Public, was also sub-
mitted, giving evidence to the same
effect as the foregoing.

Mr. SCHULTZ enquired whether
Mr. G. Hay, one of the deponeits, had
not been the Hudson Bay Company's
candidate against him in Lisgar
County.

Mr. SMITII replied that he was not
called upon to answer this question.
Hlowever he would state'that Mr. -Hay,
the Hc n. Mr. Hay, at one time a mem-
ber of the Provincial Government, had
never been a candidate of the Hudson
]Bay Company in any respect. But
the hon. gentleman had certainly
Opposed the -hon. member for Lisgar
in that county.

These affidavits were signed by some
of the most respectable men, not only
of the Parish of St. Andrews, but of
the Province of Manitoba, who were
acquainted with the exact circumstan-
Ces, and who could not but have kr own

had he visited that parish as was
asserted by the hon. member for Lis-
gar. With these vouchers for the
accuracy of what he had said last year,
he could pronounce the misstatement
then made by the hon. member for
Lisgar in this relation utterly fake,
and such as would brand him as one not
to be tolerated, as a member of such
an honourable body as this Hlouse.
The hon. member wished to seem
to set lightly by this, but here was the
proof, and it was impossible for the
hon. member to gainsay it. Up to the
20th of February, he (Mr. Smith) had
never left Fort Garry to go even for
half a mile away, for the best of all
reasons-that this was utterly beyond
his power. These assertions of the bon.
member last year had been false from
beginningtoend. This he must say,in
presence of the vouchers -le held, and
if an investigation was made into the
matter, lie could adduce the most
abundant proof to show that the hou.
member had cone to the louse with
the deliberate intention - and with
malice aforethought - to make a
statement that lie knew to be abso-
lutely false, and that Le did make
such statement. Before the real cir-
cunistances were known regarding the
hon. member's conduct at Red River,
the hon. member had been lionized in
Canada, and presented with watches,
services of plate, guns with which to,
shoot the members of the Provisional
Government, and all sorts of nice
things. This was very pleasant no
doubt at the moment, but lie fancied that
the hon. gentleman seeing it is now
known how little lie deserved them,
looked back upon these occurences-
these trophies with very little satisfac-
tion.

The Imperial Government had had
every opportunity of investigating into
and knowing the truth, and they had
exonerated the late Mr. MacTavish of
all blame in connection with the
troubles. With regard to himself (Mr.
Smith) perhaps he might say a word
more. He regretted that the right
hon. member for Kingston was not in
his place; but other members of the
late Government were present, and
they would not objeet to his read-
ing the letter he had received from
them, not in 1870, when any doubt
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might have existed as to the course he
had pursued, not even in 1871, but as
late as 1872. But, aside for a mo-
ment, touching the affairs of 1871,
lie might ask when the Fenian raid
took place, and almost every man
turned out, and when he himself had
the honour of standing at the head of
a hundred as good men as ever bore
arms to repel these Fenians-not the
Provisional Government-where was
the hon. member for Lisgar then ?
Was he in these ranks ? No, he was
not. On another occasion, in 1870, the
hon. gentleman had made as quick
steps as possible out of the country,
and so did lie also act in this case.

To resume, however, in 1872, cer-
tainly without any solicitation on his
part, lie (Mr. Smith) had received from
the then Government, a letter dated
the 22nd of February, entirely approv-
ing of and thanking him for all lie
had donc while acting as Commission-
er in 1869-70; and so anxious was the
Ministry that he should obtain it, that
having sent one copy to Fort Garry, he
was informed by telegraph-for ho
was thon on the point of leaving for
England-that another duplicate liad
been sent to his address by the same
steamer by which lie took passage.

Having read an extract from this
letter convefing the thanks of the
Governor General for the manner in
which he had executed the commission
entrusted to him, Mr. Smith being
asked by an hon. member what about
the $60,000 paid to Dr. Schultz as in-
demnity for losses during the insurrec-
tion, replied: Not 660,000-only $32,-
000, or with the money for Brick's
$35,000, adding the hon. member for
Lisgar told the fouse on a former oc-
-casion that he had been whitewashed
in respect of this payment by a Com-
mittee of Public Accounts, but every
hon. member of this House then on that
Committee knew that through that
layer of whitewash there appeared
many very dark streaks.

Mr. Smith then expressed his regret
that he had been forced into these ex-
planations, adding that he trusted this
was the last occasion on which this
affair of the North-West troubles
would be brought before the House.

Mr. LITTLE believed mistakes
were made by the Hudson Bay

Mr. Smrra.

officials. They did not preserve that
firm attitude for the country they did
in their own interests. If they had
done so those disturbances would have
been nipped in the bud. le believed
also a great mistake had been made in
giving this amnesty to Riel. The
Crown can do no harm, but its advis-
ers can and did. He did not believe
in this process of whitewashing by
Parliamentary law. It had been done
in Ontario, but ho trusted in this
instance such an evil would not be re-
peated. le could not vote for a com-
mittee that would have the effect of
whitewashing such an offender. Like
any other British subject he ought to
corne forward like a man if he believed
himself innocent, and te tried by a
jury of his countrymen.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that it must be
conceded that this discussion had wan-
dered away far from the motion before
the Hlouse. So much latitude had been
allowed to many, in fact, all the speak-
ers, that it would seem as though the
Speaker himself rather enjoyed these
North-West discussions, and if in the
discussions he should wander a little
himself, ho would expect the same
consideration which had been shown to
his hon. friend from Selkirk. As to
the remarks of his hon. friend from
Provencher, he had nothing to say.
He differed with him entirely in the
opinions which he had formed and the
conclusions he had arrived at, but at
the same time, knowing that he was
the brother-in-law of Governor Mac.
Tavish, it was the least he could do to
take, as he had done, the first opportu-
nity which offered to present the con-
duct of his relative in as favourable a
light as possible; and while the hon.
gentleman might have been led in the
heat of discussion into making state-
ments against himself, yet he had re-
frained. But while this was the case
with his hon. friend from Provencher,
what must he say of the manner in
which his hon. friend from Selkirk pur-
sued him ? What had he,(Mr. Schultz)
done that year after year ho must
be the victim of his hon. friend's pecu-
liar views on North-West matters. Hon.
gentlemen would remember Coleridge's
beautiful tale of the ancient mariner.
This ancient mariner was described as
a man'of weird and unearthly aspect,
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over whose soul the shadow of some
great crime rested, and who, at stated
intervals,was compelled by some hidden
remorse within to pour ont his doleful
tale and relieve his misery, and it al-
most seemed a parrallel case with his
hon. friend from Selkirk, who all
through the recess and up to the time
when he could pour out his tale of mis-
statements of the hon. member for
Lisgar seemed to be boiling and
simmering with this oft-told tale of the
North-West trodbles. He (Mr. Schultz)
felt much as the wedding guest, whom
the ancient mariner stopped, who ex-
claimed :-

Il I fear thse, Ancient Mariner;
I fear thy skinny hand,
By thy long gray beard and glistening eye,
Now wherefore stop'st thou me."
Now, if his hon friend the ancient

mariner had only told his story to the
marines instead of to the House of
Commons not much harm w>uld be
done, but we bad every year the same
trash brought up and talked about by
the hon. mrqmber. On the present
occasion he hàd seen fit to dispute what
he alleged the me aber for Lisgar had
said last Session about his (the member
for Selkirk) being at a school bouse to
dissuade the people from resisting
Reil, and had brought an afidavit from
a Mr. Hay, the Hudson Bay Company's
candidate against him in bis county
to disprove what he had said. Now it
really mattered very little whether the
bon. member for Selkirk was in the
parsonage using his influence or in the
school house. The facts remained the
same; what he asserted last Session he
still asserted, that the bon. gentle-
men had advised the people who were
then resisting to yield to Riel's Govei n-
ment, and that by his cowardice and in-
capacity is Commissioner for the Cana-
dian Government he continued a rebel-
lionwhich a man of firmness and courage
in the same position could have stopped.
As his honourable friend had read a
number of papers, he must beg permis-
sion to read a couple, too, which would
be found to bear on the question raised
by the bon. gentleman. The first of
these was from John Bruce, the first
President of the Provisional Govern-
ment, who migbt be supposed to know
even more about the events discussed
than the hon. gentleman from Selkirk
or himself.

"cTERRIToRY OF DÀKOTA,
'CoUNTY OF PEMBINA,

"John Bruce of Pembina County,Territory of
Dakota, farmer, who being duly sworn deposes
and says : That he is the person who was the
firstPresident of the Provisional Government of
the North-West, in the years 1869 and 1870 ;
that the matter connected with it formation
was first brought directly before his notice by
being invited to attend a meeting in the Court
House, at Fort Garry, in the beginning of
October, called for the purpose of discussing
the change about to take place in the affairs
of the country. At this meeting the question
of admitting Governor McDongall was brought
up, and while a number, such as Dease and
Hamlin wished him to come in, Louis Riel and
others opposed his being admitted, saying
that once in he could not be put out, as those
in favour of admitting him were in the majori-
ty. He, the said John Bruce, did not take
part in the discussion, as he had been elected
Chairman of the meeting; but he was in
favour of keeping out Governor McDongall by
force, for the following reason : Being well
acquainted with Governor MacTavish, and
being a Justice of the Peace under the Hud-
son's Bay Company's rule ; he, the said John
Bruce was accustomed to go frequently to
Governor MacTavish for advice and instruc-
tions, and that when the movement was first
talked of in the month of September he had
gone to Governor MacTavish and asked his
advice about it. Governor MacTavish said in
answer to him that it would be well to resist
the Canadian Governor and keep McDougall
out ; that it was an injustice to the people the
Canadians taking possession of the country,
and an injustice to the officers of the Hudson
Bay Company, because the Government bad
given to them no part of the three hundred
thousand pounds paid for their country. n
the 16th day of October, A.D. 1869, another
meeting was held at St. Vital, when Riel ad-
dressed the people in an excited manner, say-
ing that MeDougall was coming in to rule the
country ; that he would ill-treat the 1Jetis
and urged them to immediate action to keep
him out. Next morning early a crowd went
and constructed the barricade at Stinking
River. About one week after this event lie
went again to see Governor MacTavish and
learn his opinion of what had been done.
After telling Governor MacTavish all that had
been done and was intended, Governor MacTa-
vish told him that it was all right and to keep
out Mc)ougall, but to be careful, for he feared
the mcvement might go too far and cause
bloodshed. After the party went to the Hud-
son Bay Company's Post, at Pembina, and
drove Governor McDougall over the line, he,
the said John Bruce, sent te Governor MacTa-
vish to inform him of the event and to learn
his opinion. Governor MacTavish sent word
that it was all right. On the 2nd of Novenber
Fort Garry was occupied by Riel and the party
during the absence of the said John Bruce.
That he, the said John Bruce, again visited
Governor MacTavish at his home on the 5th of
November, and that MacTavish said : ' Welil,
Ir. Bruce what news ?' That his answer

was : ' Wel, you have the news.' Your
Fort is occupied and it will.be a great expense
to the Company. Then said MacTavish replied
that he would rather have the Metis there
than the Canadians, and that as for the ex-
pense, that the Company in England had got
£300,000, and he did not care if it did cost
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them a thousand or two. He, the said John
Bruce, then asked him how long he was willing
to feed them, and -he said, ' As long as you
like, because while you are here I feel safe.'
A short time after this the said Governôr Mac-
Tavish requested a guard to be put before his
house, as he feared injury from the Canadians,
which was done. When Col. Dennis came
into the country with the proclamition from
Governor McDougall, he, the said John Bruce,
again saw Governor MacTavish and told him
of tho proclamation of Governor McDougall.
Said MacTavish said: 'The proclamntion
amounts to nothing ; it is not worth anything;
it is not true and you need not believe a word
of it. I have received a letter from McDougall
and I am as mad as I can be about it.' After
the taking of Dr. Schultz, done on the 7th of
December, A.D. 1869, he again saw and in-
formed Governor MacTavish of the capture and
imprisonment of the Canadians, when the said
MacTavish again assured him ' that it was well
done and that now there would be no further
trouble; but they had better release the natives
of the country ; 'as for Dr. Schultz. tbey had
better chain and make sure of him. as le was
the most dangerous of the lot.' That about
this time he, the said John Bruce, thought
that the movement was going too far, and
shortly afterwards, and long before the shoot-
ing of Scott, he had left the movement and
Riel had taken full control. That said John
Bruce does not beliove that Governor MacTa-
vish in any way encouraged the action which
led to the death of Scott, and felt that it would
hurt their cause ; but that up to that every-
thing was done of importance with the full
knowledge and consent of the said MacTavish.
That he believed the reason for the action of
the said Governor was caused by the general
feeling of the Company's officers against the
Canadian occupation of the country ; and
verily declares that if at any of the interviews
described Governor MacTavish had expressed
disapprobation or counselled a different course
that the insurrection would not have com-
menced, or after its commencement wonld at
any time have been stopped.

' JOHN BRUCE.

"I hereby certify that the above affidavit was
taken and subscribed by the said John Bruce
after the same was duly read to him before me
this 24th day of January, 1876

"Witness my hand and otficial seal.
"[L.S.] WM. R. GOODFELLOwv,

'' NVotary Public,
"Pembina County, D. T."

The second was not so long, and was
from John Lennon, now of Pembina,
formerly of Fort Garry.

" TnRITORY oF DAKOTA,
" COUMTY OF PkMRuAÂ.

"Before the undersigned, a Notary P ublic, in
and for said County and Territory, appeared
John Lennon, of the town of Pembina, in the
said Connty of Pembina, Hotel-keeper, who,
being duly sworn, deposes and says:-That
his name, occupation and residence is correctly
stated as above, and that during what are
known as the troubles of 1869-1870, le was
then a resident of what is now the City of
Winnipeg, in the Province of Manitoba, where
he kept a saloon. That when the movement

Mr. SCHULTZ.

against Governor McDougall was first com-
menced by Riel, Bruce and others, he took no
part in it, believing at first that it was an offence
against the Hudson Bay Company who were
then ruling the country, but that this impres-
sion was soon removed from his mind by finding
the officer of the Hudson Bay Company, then
at Fort Garry, encouraging those who were to.
resist the entrance of Governor McDougall,
and in every secret way encouraging and
assisting those who were engaged in the
movement.. The first case which occurred by
which he knew that officers of the Hudson Bay
Company were in complicity with the move-
ment, was a short time before Riel took
possession of Fort Garry. A number of persons
wer-, assembled at a hôtel kept by Dutch
George, where John McTavish of the Hudson
Bay Company, the person at present in charge
of the Hudson Bay Company's Post at Fort
Garry, urged every one present, including my-
self, to go up and join the party under Riel at
Stinkin g River, and that a short lime afterwards
I went in to Robert O'Lone to sec Go"ernor
McTavish, then Governor of the Hudson Bay
Company, and that when the said Robert O«Lone
asked him his opinion of the movement, lie
then said Governor McTavish told us that Riel
and the insurgents were perfectly riglit in
resisting. That the Canadian Government
had no right to force the purchase of the
country and thus injure the half-breeds, and
that the Hudson Bay Company were forced to
take the three hundred thousand pounds rather
than nothing from the Domi#ion Government,
and that it was an act of injustice to them
as well. Seeing from this and from many
Fources of information that the move-
ment was then really one of the Hudson
Bay Company's authorieties, I became engaged
by the Provisional Government as Chief
Constable for the Province, and while thus
engaged I had an opportunity of knowing all
about their secret matters. In reference to,
the loan said to have been drawn from the
Hudson Bay Company by the Provisional
Government, I knew that there was no forcing-
in the matter, and in regard to the sc-called
capture of Fort Garry by Riel. I knew of my
own knowledge that it was practically under-
stood between the authorieties at the Fort and
Riel that Fort Garry should be taken possesion
of. In reference to the shooting of Scott, I
believe that Wm. B. O'Donoghue was in no way
c.nnected with it, and frequently in conversa-
tion with me told me that be was away at
White Horse plains and that it was a bad step
and deeply deplored. It was thit action also
that caused me to leave the moment which 1
did, immediately afterwards. I fully believe
but for Governor MacTavish and the other
officers of the Hudson Bay, no movement of
any kind would have occurred and that
Governor McDougall would have come in with-
out opposition.

4' JOHN LENNON.
"Subscribed and sworn bwfore me this 24th

day of January, A.D., 1876.
"Witness my hand and National Seal,

"[L. S.] WM R. GoontELLOW,
"Notary Public,

"Pembina Co., D.T."

These papers were only mnteresting
from the fact that they were on the ques-
tion of the Hudson Bay Company's com-
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plicity or otherwise. The Ilouse must
be aware that this company had made
a large claim against the Government
for compensation for losses during the
rebellion. If the Hudson Bay Com-
pany were not guilty of complicity in
the rebellion, they were entitled to com-
pensation for their losses the same as
anyone else, but it seemed that their
guilt was confessed in the fact that
they did not dare now to push their
claim; and that even his hon. friend
froni Silkirk. brazen as he was in other
respects, did not dare say a word about
it.

As regards the ungracious and un-
kindly allusion made by the hon. mein-
ber tbr Seikirk as to his reception by
the people of Canada in 1870,after escap-
ing from Riel, Le could only say that
he would regret if it was underserved,
and that if bis hon. friend had done his
duty as Canadian Commissioner, ho
(Mr. S ultz) would not have had a price
set on lis head, and been compelled to
make the trip mentioned. It seemed
to him that the hon. gentleman from
Selkirk, in view of what had been said
in the House, when last Session he had
(he had almost said swindled) succeed-
ed in getting $3,000 out of the Govern-
nient. He would have shown better
taste in keeping silent on a subject
which had, to say the least, so lit le for
his honour and glorification in it.

Mr. SMITH (Silkirk) said neither at
any public meeting at t. Andrews, nor
in any other way or on any other
occasion did he inake such represen-
tations as those attributed to him by
the hon. gentleman who had just sat
down. Even if he had done it would
lot have affected in any way the action
of the people of St. Andrews, because
they had appointed their delegates to
the meeting while ho (Mr. Smith) was
still a prisonier within the walls of
Fort Garry, as bis bon. friend the mem-
ber for Provencher would bear testi-
mony.

le desired to ask the lion. gentle-
man if he was aware where Mr. John
Bruce was at that time, and if ho was
not in Manitoba did he leave the
Province on account of a charge of
theft or perjury being brought against
him ?

Mr. SCHULTZ said he was not Mr.
Bruce's keeper. He wished to make

one explanation directly bearing on
what his hon. friend had stated. The
hon. gentleman was under a mis-
apprehension as to what he had stated
in regard to bis (Mr. Schultz's) conduct
at the school bouse. What he wished
the House to understand by his speech
last Session was that it was through
the bon. gentleman's instrumentality
that the people of Red River, at a time
when they might have resisted the
authority of Riel, coriceded to him
their allegiance, and that by the hon.
gentleman's cowardice and incapacity
in the discharge of his duty as Canadian
Commissioner he prolonged that
rebellion at a time when it ought to
have been stopped.

Mr. BOWEL L could not give a silent
vote on this question, and while he in-
tended to vote against the motion ho
desired to take exception to some of
the reasons given by the Hon. Minister
of Justice for the action of the Govern-
ment in the matter. The hon. gentle-
man had stated that those who had
been pardoned by the Covernment
were not parties to the Fenian raid.
Now, it was proved by tne evidence
taken before the North-West Commit-
tee that on the 5th of the month the
raiders marched towards Penbina to
take possession of the fort, and it was
not until March 7th, after they had
been driven from Canadian soil and
had taken refuge on American terri-
tory, that Re I and those with whom
lie was connected, offered their so-
viced to the Government. Had it
been supposed by Reil that O'Dono-
ghue and those with him would
have been snccessful in their raid,
Le would have joined them. Ho
(Mr. Bowell) believed that had O'Don-
oghue been of the sane nationality as
Reil and Lepine he would not have
been excluded from the amnesty. He
stated this before, and he believed it
now. He might be wrong but never-
theless he was sincere in what he said.
le was not prepared to vote for any
motion which would extend that par-
don to any of those whom he believed
were guilty, iot only of rebellion, but
of one of the blackest crimes that per-
haps had blackened the criminal an-
nals of this country le could not
help expressing bis amusement at the
ignorance of the subject displayed by
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the member for Montreal Centre, and
more particularly of its application to
the class he claimed to represent.

le must have regretted exceedingly
that lie consented to second the -resolu-
tion, because after the speech of the
Hon. Minister of Justice lie evidently
had found new light. Having done
that it would have been much more
honourable for him to have asked the
member for Victoria to have allowed
him to withdraw his name as seconder
to the motion, but he did not do so,
and lie supposed the hon. gentleman
was prepared to vote with the mover
of the resolution. He trusted they had
heard, for some time at Jeast, the last
of this question in this House, but if it
it did come up again it would not be to
extend pardon to those who should
never have received it.

Hon. Mr. POPE said he was one of
those who had voted for the amnesty
last year. He did so because lie thought
no possible good could come from
punishing these men. To-day le stood
in the same position, and with the hope
that the lion. gentleman from Victoria
would withdraw his motion, since lie
saw it was impossible to carry it. This
man O'Donoghue, whoever he was, or
whatever crimes he might have been
guilty of, was said to be nothing l.ss
than a Fenian from the United States.
He understood the man was a Cana-
dian, and lie took arms against this
country ; but did they not tind other
men taking up arms against the coun-
try ? Were not many Fenians placed in
the penitentiary from thé other
side of the line ? Was not an
amnesty given to them, and why
should he not be pardoned too? If
any good purpose were to be obtained
by banishing this man from the coun-
try he would support it; but as no-
thing could be done now lie would
urge upon the hon. gentleman to with-
draw the motion and await a time
when this country would think it was
beneath them to pursue anyone to the
extent they had pursued this man.
He admitted that the crime was a seri-
ous one, but no possible good could
come from pursuing this man any fur-
ther.

Mr. COSTIGA said he had be-
come satisfied from the tone of the
remarks of the Hon. Minister of Jus-

Mr. BOWALL.

tice that his mind was made up to op-
pose this resolution. le could easily
understand how the hou. gentleman,
by the forcible way of putting the sub-
ject before the Huse, could make out
such a case against O'Donoghue that
his resolution would be voted down.
But lie remained of the same opinion
as formerly, that an injustice had been
don e; that there was an iniconsistency
in the manner in which this man had
been treated as compared with the
justice dealed out to others. He had
said at first that he was not going to
charge the Government with the in-
sinuation that had been cast across the
floor of the House, that it was because
of his nationality that O'Donoghue
was excluded from the amnesty, but lie
felt that as far as concerned the
allowance of justice or fair con-
sideration in this House, a man
might as well be a fariner as an
Irishman. The Hon.Minister of Jus-
tice said it was quite competent for
this man O'Donoghue to obtain
justice in the Courts. The same
proposition was made that Riel
could stand his trial in Ontario,
Quebec or Manitoba, and then tbi8
Ilouse would deal with it afterwards.
But he never did so; and notwith-
standing lie did not submit to be dealt
with by the tribunals of the country,
the Government took the motion up,
and an amnesty was granted to him
and to Lepine. The Minister of Jus-
tice made a strong point against
O'Donoghue when lie said the so-called
Fenian raid wasnot a continuation of the
North-West troubles; but lie thought
there was evidence already adduced
which gave strong reason to believe
that the Provisional Government
had entered into an agreement with
O'Donoghue that this raid was to be
made for the purpose of forcing the
amnesty fron the Government, and
that the former were cognizant of the
steps about to be taken. It appeared
that the affidavit furnished by Francis
Charette showed that these parties
were in league with O'Donoghue and
those who were with him. (lie here
read the affidavit in question.)

It had been clearly stated to-night
this man O'Donoghue had certain
strong claims on the sympathy of those
who favoured an amnesty for Riel and
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Lepine, because the Minister of Justice
had admitted if it had not been for this
raid and the assistance they rendered
to repel it there would have been no
amnesty at all. He remembered when
Riel and Lepine had been treated by
hon. members opposite as anything but
gentlemen.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Hear, hear.
Mr. COSTIGAN-I am glad to hear

the Minister of Justice say " hear,
hear," because he has called them gen-
tlemen.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-If I did so it
was inadvertently. I withdraw it at
once. It would be a disgrace to the
name.

Mr. COSTIGAN-It is extraordi-
nary that while he considers Riel
and Lepine gentlemen, to which I do
not object, he treats O'Donoghue, their
colleague, as a ruffian.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--We must draw
the line somewhere.

Mr. COSTIGAN said the principal
reason why the Government granted a
partial amnesty was the fact that they
were pressed by their supporters on
one side to grant a complete pardon
and on the other to grant none. They
were obliged to yield. In the instruc-
tions to the Governor General it was
clearly laid down that there should be
no amnesty for the crime of murder.
Notwithstanding this the Govern-
ment were forced to pardon Riel
and Lepine. There had been many
Fenian raids into Canada, but in
every instance excepting this a full
and unconditional pardon was
granted. He would not withdraw his
motion, though lie knew it would be
defeated, because he intended to con-
tinue his effort until justice was done
O'Donoghue.

The House then divided on the
amendment, which was rejected by the
following vote:-

Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Caron,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Currier,

De St. George,
Devlin,

YBÂS:

Messieurs

Hurteau,
McCallum,
McQuade,
Mitchell,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Orton,
Pinsonneault,
Robillard,

Donville,
Donahue,
Dugas,
Ferguson,
Gaudet,
Harwood,.

Me
Appleby,
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Bannatyne,
Barthe,
Bertram,
Blake,
Borden,
Borron,
Bowell,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Brooks,
Brouse,
Brown,
Bueil,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Cameron (Cardwell),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cauchon,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cimon,
Cbckhurn,
Coffin,
Cook,
Cunningham,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De Veber,
Dewdney,
Dymond,
Farrow,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flesher,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fraser,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Gibson,

Gillies,
Gillmor,
Gordon,
Goudge,
Hagar,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Holton,
Horton,
Irving,
Jones (Halifax),
Jones (Leeds),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
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Robitaille,
Stephenson,
St. Jean,
Thompson (Cariboo),
White (Hastings),
Wright (Ottawa)-30.

Àys:

ssieurs

Kirkpatrick,
Laflamme,
Laird,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langevin,
Langlois,
Lanthier,
Laurier,
Li ttie,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Toronto),
MacDonnell(Inverness)
Macdougall (Elgin),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
McKay (Colchester),
.Mackenzie,
McCraney,
McGregor,
Mclntyre,
McIlsaac,
McLeod,
McNab,
Masson,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Moffatt
Mosseau,
Norris,
Oliver,
Patterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pettes,
P ard,
Platt,
Plumb
Pauliot,
Pozer,
Ray,
Robinson,
Ross (Durham),
Rots (Midd esex),
Rosa (Prince Edward),
Jlyan,
Rymal,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Short,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Snider,
Stirton,
Taschereau,
Thibeaudeau,
Trow,
Tupper,
Vail
Wallace (Albert),
Wallace (Norfolk),
White (Renfrew),
Wood
Wright, (Pontiac),
Yeo,
Young.-136.
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The following gentlemn paired:-
YEAS:

Currier,
Rochester,
Ouimet.

NAYS:
Messieurs

Power,
Blackburn,
McDougall (Renfrew)

SUPPLY.

The House then went into Committee
of Supply, Mr. Young ain the chair.

Item 138, providing for salaries and
disbursements of Fimhery Overseers
and Wardens: Ontario, $3,860; Quebec,
$10,000; Nova Srotia, $14,375; New
Brunswick, $10,085 ; Prince Ed ward
Island and Manitoba, $1,50J and
British Columbia, $1,000 ; being taken
Up,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK stated that
these salaries in Quebec had been
increased $2,000 ; in Nova Scotia,
$1,300 and in New Brunswick, $2,500
-signifying either that agreater num-
ber of overseers had been appointed,
or that their salaries had been advanced,
reither of which was necessary. The
Government proposed retrenchment,
and this was a department in which it
could well be done. He had heard
more grumbling concerning the system
in force during the last year than during
the ton previous years, and this related
particularly to Inland Districts, on
account of hoop and trap-net fishing,
which, if allowed to continue, would
utterly destroy the fish in these quar-
ters. The evil effects of this practice
had already been seriously felt on the
Rideau Canal, and the River St. Law-
rence. The farmers in his constitu-
ency complained loudly in this relation,
stating that it was now impossible to
catch fish where they had fornerly
been plentiful. He urged the Govern-
ment to look into the matter, and
thoroughly investigate the license
system.

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that the attention of the Minister
and Marine had already been
called to the use of hoop and
trap nets, which would be restricted as
much as possible. The licenses would
be quietly and gradually diminished to
the greatest possible extent. As to
the other point, if a system of fish pro-
tection provailed in this Dominion, a
considerable number of officers must be
appointed to inspect the various lakes

Mr. CoSTIGAN.

and streams; and this was done in
order to remedy the very evil against
which the hon. gentleman had directed
his eloquence. The only addition made
to salaries had taken place in Nova
Scotia. One, inspector had fornerly
attempted to discharge the duty of
looking after all the officers employed
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia,
and as one person could not properly
perform this task, they had separated
the Provinces in this relation, and ap-
pointed a special officer for the latter.
In the other items there was no in-
crease, but on the contrary, a positive
decrease. The usual details would be
found in the report of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) thought that
the hon. mem ber for Frontenae had not
been very logical in his statements
with reference to the increase of expen-
diture, as ho had complained of this,
while he found fault because the fish-
ing districts in his part of the country
were not sufficiently protected. This
protective system-, he would remark,
was only now being introduced into the
Lower Provinces under the energetic
management of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. He anticipated that
under the circumstances the expendi-
ture would be yearly increased, for it
would be useless to establish breeding
establishments in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick if a sufficient number of
overseers and wardens were not nomi-
nated.

Hon. Mr. M[TCHELL said that
to him it seemed an outrage upon
the rights of the people of Northum-
berland to say that the riparian privi-
leges which they had enjoyed for three-
quarters of a century should be taken
away by an Order in Council without
the fishermen being allowed an oppor-
tunity of presenting their case to Parlia-
ment. Before the Government should
have issued such regulations, which
were first dated in the month of March,
but which date was subsequently
struck out and May substituted, they
should have submittod this policy
to Parliament, which was at that
time sitting, and ask for an expres-
sion of this House as to whether
the rights of three-quarters of a cen-
tury should be taken from the people
without warning. Instead of doing so,
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they issued this Order in Council, and
the first intimation the people had of
the policy of the Government was that
these Orders were fulminated from one
end of his constituency to the other.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE suggested
that the debate should be adjourned in
consequence of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries being absent from the
House; the debate could take place on
concurrence. The suggestion was
adopted and the item passed.

On item " Nova Scotia, including
Inspector and Clerk," $14,375,

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
asked why there was an increase of
$1,1 75 over the vote of last year ?

Hon. Mr. CART WRIGHT said there
was formerly an inspector appointed for
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick joint-
ly, hitherto; now there were two.

The item passed.
On item, $17,000 for the maintenance

and repairs of steamer for protection
of fish eries,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
increase of $7,000 was only apparent
as it was taken from the item for
Dominion steamers. The object was
to send the steamer Lady Ilead to the
Gulf for a longer time than usual.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said the logical
results of the present system, as far as
(ould be judged, was that the more
money that was spent the less efficiency
was secured.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said he would
be glad if some arrangement could be
made with the neighbouring country to
protect our waters.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT admitted
the great importance of this point, and
they had communicated through the
British Ambassador with the United
States on the subject. He was not,
however, prepared to say what chance
there was of satisfactory arrangements
being consumated.

Mr. BERTRAM called attention to
the fact that a number of Americans
came over here to fish for pleasure. and
suggested that a small fee should be
exacted from them.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said the
Government applied the regulations in
regard to the fisheries in a manner
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which was unjnst to the Province
from which he came. He contended
that the Government was bound to
administer the affairs of the country as
not to press unduly on one section. For
instance, it was an outrage to pass lavs
that were limited in the operation to
New Brunswick. He thought the
Government had acted in a high-handed
manner in regard to the fisheries. The
return for which he moved time ago
had just come down, and after a hasty
glance he could not find any justification
for the attempt to deprive the people of
the Maritime Provinces of righ ts whicb
they had enjoyed for nearly a century.

Hon. Mr. RO BITAILLE said the
Glendon, which had been purchased
at St. John for $20,000, was not fit for
the service she was bought to perform.
The very men that went on board this
vessel had condemned her and were
afraid to go to sea on her when there
was any sea or wind. She had not
power enough to face a breeze. When
she !eft St. John for Pictou, a schooner
left a day later and yet got to Pictou
ahead of her. The Government could
have purchased a Scotch built vessel
for 825,000 at the time they got the
Glendon, and saved money in mainte-
nance and running.

Hon. Mr. CARTWR IGHT said the
Glendon had cost $30,000 in the first
place. Mr. Smith, who examined the
vessel, valued her at $25,000, and she
was purchased by the Government for
$20,000. All possible pains had been
taken to see if she was fit for the ser-
vice. It appeared, however, that she
was not, and had to be employed in
the lighthouse service.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said it was
an insane purehase. One of the per-
sons who had sold the vessel to the
Government informed him that le
would have been glad to part with her
at half the price.

Mr. DOMVILLE said the vessel was
not really worth $5,000, and she
could have been bought any day for
$10,000 cash. It was well known in
St. John that she was unfit for the ser-
vice, and people would not believe at
first that the ·Government had bought
her.

Mr. McLEOD said the purchase of
the Glendon might have been an error
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of judgment, but she cost only $70 per
ton, while the late Government had
paid over $100 per ton for two schoon-
ers which were now doing duty as light-
ships.

The item was carried.
On item No. 148, appropriating

$ 16,000 for fish-breeding, tish-ways and
oyster beds,

Mr. KIRKPATRIK asked how
rnuch of this money was spent in On-
tario and in the other Provinces of the
Dominion ?

Hon. Mr. CA L TWIRGIIT said the
money was expended on the fish-breed-
ing establishments in the various Pro-
vinces. About $4000 would be spent
in Ontario and the remainder on the
other establishments, which were about
six in numuber.

lon.Mr.MITCIIELL said the money
spent in the encouragement of fish
breeding in Canada was most judici-
ously expended, and he would have
bee i in favour of a larger expenditure
in this work.

Hon. Mr. ROBETAILLE though~t
that the money in question was well
expended, and asked what was to be
done witli reference to oyster beds ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWIIGIIT replied
that they would be as far as possible
protected.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE read from
a report a statement to the effect that
our oyster beds were being completely
exhausted, accompanied by the warning
that unless they were closed against
dredging for three years it would be
too late to preserve seed. He lamented
the circumstance that we continued to
import vast quantities of oysters from
the United States at prices which
made this favourite shell-fish an expen-
sîve luxury, while our native sources
of production, from which an abundant
and cheap supply could be obtained,
were being abandoned to destruction.
Hon. gentlemen from Prince Edward
Island might not think it worth while
to talk about protection in this connec-
tion, but before five years had passed
they would change their opinions.
Our oysters were at present greatly re-
duced i size, compared with their size
five years ago, and if the system were
not changed before five years more had
elapsed they would be in a far worse

Mr. McLzOD.

condition. The beds should be treated
in the same way as the salmon
fisheries had been protected and en-
couraged under the fostering care of
the late Government. The beds should
be closed for one year, or for two or
three years.

Hon. Mr. LAiRD stated that the
Local Government of Prince Edward
Island had legislated to secure the pro-
tection of its oyster beds.

The item was passed.
Items 141, 142, 143, and 144, pro.

viding respectively for the vote of
$2,400 to the Quebec Observatory
$4,800 to the Toronto Observatory;
$500 to the Kingston Observatory;
$500 to the Montreal Observatory, and
$850 to the New Brunswick Observa-
tory were passed with little discussion.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
stated that the service performed at
Sydney was not worth the salary
paid.

Mr. PLUMB tbought arrangements
might be made to have the telegraph-
ing done cheaper by companies on
contract.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL was of opin-
ion that the expenditure could be
largely increased with propriety, and
what was being done was very
judicious.

On item No. 148, appropriating $23,-
000 for the Marine and Emigrant
Hospital, Quebec,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL asked whether
any change had taken place in the ad-
ministration of the affairs of this insti-
tution ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries had
taken steps to have the hospital placed
on a proper footing as a Dominion
institution.

The item was carred.
On item No. 158, appropriating $6,-

000 to meet expenses in connection
with the inspection of Insurance Com-
panies,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL asked what
was the policy of the Government in re-
lation to Marine Insurance Companies?
He asked this question because he un-
derstood that the policy of the Admin-
istration would b e such as to drive
foreign companies out of the market.
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They had n'>t even now n.early suffi-
cient Marine Insurance Companies to
do the business.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said they
did not desire to descriminate against
iny companies. The sole object was to

provide against the establishment of'
irresponsible companies, and they
chiefly devoted their attention to fire
.and life companies. It was only to a
inoderate degree that they interfered
vith marine companies at all.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL called atten-
tion to the flct that the Clinton Insur-
.ance Campany had taken people's
money, and in one instance where a fire
occureed had only paid one-third of the
claim and asked time for the balance.
Finding they were acting iliegally they
refused to pay the rest of the claim.
He wished to know if there was any
recourse against them ?

Hon. Mr. CART WRIGHT said the
ýcompany had been acting illegally and
were subject to a heavy penalty under
the law.

The item passed, and the Comnmittee
rose and reported progress.

The Hlouse adjourned at Fifteen
minutes past One, a. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

FRIDAY, March 24, 1876.
The SPE AKER took the Chair at Three

o'elock.

RETIRNG ALLOWANCES OF JUDGES.

The House wenc into Committee of
the Whole (Mr. Mills in the Chair) to
consider the following Resolution:-
That it is expedient to extend the pro-
visions of the third section of the Act
34 Victoria, Chapter 33, to the Chief

--Justice and Justices of the Court of
Error and Appeal for the Province of
Ontario, so that they shall under like
circumstances be entitled to the same
proportion of their salaries as retiring
allowances, as the Judges mentioned
in the said section, payable in like man
ner out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of Canada.

The resolution was reported and con-
icurred in.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
founded on the resolutiori.
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SUPPLY.

The House went into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Young in the Chair.

on the item $289,e96 for Indians,
Mr. COSTIGAN complained that the

Indian Commissioner in New Bruns-
wick resided a hundred miles from the
reserve, and a considerable portion of
the appropriation every year was eaten
up in travelling expenses. Now, if a
local man were appointed, it would save
a considerable amount of the Indians'
money. The Indians and white people
had no confidence in the present Com-
missioner, and were desirous of having
a change. He hoped the Minister of
the Interior would comply with their
wishes.

Hon. Mr LAI4RD replied that this
state of things existed prior to his
en'trance on his present office. Two
agents had been appointed some years
ago in New Brunswick, at salaries of
$400 each, and it was true that this
was more than was given to the agents
in Nova Scotia, but it was to be re-
membered that the latter were seven
or eight in number, and consequently
the former had larger areas under their
supervision. No doubt it was compe-
tent for the Government to dismiss
officials or reduce their salaries, but it
was a very unpleasant duty to perform,
and he could not see his way to meet-
ing the wishes of the hon. member.
He had intended to visit the locality
last year, but could nýot go; he hoped
to be able to do so this year, however,
and he would investigate the matter
and see what could be done to improve
the existing condition of affairs.

Mr. WR[GHT (Pontiac) thought
that the Minister lost sight of the
fact that the payment of these salaries
came out of the Indians' funds, and
consequently he considered that it
would be better to incommode one
man than a large number of persons
whose interests were well worthy of
consideration.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked how
many Indians there were in Priuce
Edward Island?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-About 303.
Mr. McLEOD asked how many

there were in Nova Scotia?
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Hon. Mr. LAIRD-About 1,500.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked why the
item for agriculture implements for
Indians in Manitoba and the North-
West had been reduced ?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said a number of
the Indians had alrealy been supplied
in accordance with the terms of the
treaties. Once they were supplied there
was an end of the necessity
for making such an appropriation.

Mr. SCHULTZ thought that this
required some explanation; they were
asked to vote $10,000 to supply provis-
ions for Indians assembled to receive
annuities under the above-mentioned
treaties, relerring to treaties Nos. 1, 2,
3 and 5.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD eplied that it did
not appear on the face of the estimates
for this reason: A vote had been made
yearly for this purpose. The treaties
were made away from the posts and a
conference sometimes lasted a week.
It was absolutely necessary to provide
supplies for them during the time the
meeting lasted.

Mr. S"HULTZ said it was -a great
grievance with the Indians that the
time of receiving payments was so
uncertain. He suggested there should
be defmite times and places for pay-
ments. Sometimes the Indians assem-
bled and had to wait for weeks before
the Commissioners paid them.

Hon. Mr. LAIRID stated that they
were endeavouring to do so; bon. mem-
bers would understand that in a new
country and under the circumstances
in which they were placed, it was im-
possible to be exact to the day. They
hoped in the future to be able to keep
their appointments with the Indians
with greater exactness.

Mr. PLUMB asked why there was
such a large appropriation for salaries
and office expenses in the Manitoba
superintendency? le noticed it was
$18,60 this year, an increase of$1,910
over the appropriations of last year.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD explained that the
inerease was due to the proposed
appointment, of a Superintendent for
the North-West Territory, and of local
agents both there and in Manitoba,

Mr. McLEOD.

which step in the end would effect an
economy as to the provisions distributed
yearly.

Mr. PLUMB hopel that the details
would be brought down.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said lie no-
ticed in the report of the Minister of
the Interior that school books, medical
attendance, garden seeds, &c., were
included under the head " salaries and
office expenses." He thought these-
items should be voted separately.

lon. Mr. LAIRD said it was impos-
sible to put down these small items
separately in the Estimates. They
varied from year to year, and it was
found necessary to ask for a bulk sum
to be expended as advantageously as
possible for the Indians. When every-
thing was organized in the North-West
as it was in Ontario, the Government
could state in the Estimates what sums
were required for special purposes now
included under this one heading. In
their report to the Finance Depart-
ment they gave the number of schools,
but these particulars were not furnish-
ed in the Estimates. They hoped
hereafter to give the items in greater
detail.

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the
salaries and office expenses were known
definitely and could be voted separately.
So could the larger items now included
under that heading, and the Hlouse
would then know what they were
voting.

lon. Mr. LAIRD said it was only a
few mon ths since this organization was
conmenced, and until it was completed
nothing definite could be known or
stated in the estimates. This was the
first year that these items appeared.

Mr. PLUMB remarked that the es-
timate in this relation last year almost
reached the same figure; therefore he
thought that sone organization had
been effected.

Hon.Mr.LAIRD, regarding the ap-
propriation of$1,500 to supply ammu-
nition and twine to Indians under
treaty No. 4, explained that they hap-
pened to be twice as many in number
as they had anticipatcd ; therefore the
amount had been increased from $750
to the figures mentioned.

(COMMONS.] Supply.



Supply. 821

Mr. SCHULTZ, concerning the ap-
propriation of $80,000 to defray pro-
bable expenses in connection with new
treaties, regretted that the expense
incurred in connection with the ne-
gotiation of past treaties had been much
greater than they should have been.
Had supplies been obtained through
tender, a great deal of money could
have been easily saved ; and ho hoped
that a change would be made in the
policy which had been pursued, en-
suring an important saving for the
country.

lion. Mr. LAIRD thought that they
had taken the greatest precautions in
this relation during the past year.
Tenders had been invited, and on one
occasion they had secured flour at the
rate of $2.50 per hundred lbs. Ex-
treme care had been exercised, and
the accounts had been audited at
Ottawa before they were paid.

Mr. SCHIJLTZ claimed the right
to call attention to such matters in the
public interest. Tenders might have
been asked; but ho considered it
strange that he, living where they
were said to have been published, had
not observed it, and it was there the
general impression that it had rot been
done. The charges for the transporta.
tion of the flour had been excessive,
and the person who nad done this had
then turned round and sold oxen to
the Government at a pri e much high-
er than thev could be purchased in
Winnipeg. A radical defect existed in
regard to the negotiation of those
treaties. It was easy enough to collect
a body of Indians, and if there were
plenty of provisions, and if the inter-
preters and half1breeds were on the
side of the Goveriiment, it was easy to
induce them to make almost any
treaty. They were unacquainted with
the value of money, and it rested with
the Government simply to say whether
it would deal fairly with them or not.
The point ho wished to make was this:
in scarcely any of these treaties
had it been definitely settled
where the reserves were to be.
This was due to the hurry shown in
making them, and the desire of those
engaged in the matter to get through
a troublesome business as soon as
possible. What had been the result
relative to the first treaty ? Trouble had

existed all along owing to this fact.
He trusted that in the future, before
the Commissioners left the ground,
the question of the reserves would be
definitely arranged. This course
would avoid much of the trouble
which from his place in the House ho
predicted would occur if the system
was not changed.

ion. Mr. LAIRD replied that in
Manitoba, where there were a good
many settlers, they had been more
particular touching the selection of
reserves. Regarding Treaty No. 4, the
Indians were consulted with and the
location of the reserves was chosen,
but it proved that only one-half of the
bands were prepared to select their
reserves at all. Most of them were
plain hunters who did not wish to
retire on the lands; they had found it
better to treat with each man separate-
ly in this relation, as they had a perfect
right to do. If the first treaties had not
mentioned where the reserves were
to be, they would have found it nuch
easier to deal with this matter-as
there would have been more freedom
on the part of the Department and also
on the part of the Indians.

Mr. RYAN asked if the Government
were making any arrangements. to re-
move the band of Sioux at the Portage
to their reserve ? They were continu-
ally committing depredations, and their
presence was a nuisance and likely to
prove dangerous. Six of them had
shot one of their comrades and escaped
punishment.

Hon. Mr. LAIR D said there were
ample reserves at the forks of the Lit-
tle Saskatchewan, and the Government
had endeavoured to pursuade and induce
them to move there. Some did move
but the greater number of them would
not go. The Government did not
think it wise to use compulsory mea-
sures, but the matter was under con-
sideration.

Mr. SCHULTZ sàid there was noý
re-vote of the appropriation made last
year for the removal of those Indians.
He believed the present unsatisfactory-
condition of affairs vvas due to the
failure of the Government to furnish a
reserve for the band. They were of-
fered a reserve on the coast of Lake
Manitoba, with which they were satis-
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fied, but the delay of removing them
there had excited dissatisfaction. There
would be a repetition of the difficulty
if they were not removed at once.

ion. Mr. LAIRD said they had ab-
solutely refused to go to the Lake
Manitoba reserve because they were
afraid of the Salteaux and the Chippe-
was. The delay was due to their own
-action, and that was the reason why
the land at the forks of the Little
Saskatchewan had been reserved for
them. There were no indians near that
place and it suited their wishes. There
was wood, water, and a good supply of
fish. A few depredations had occurred,
but on the whole their conduct was
good. Very few communities under
similar circumstances would have been
better, and Manitoba was benefitted
more than it had lost by their pre-
sence. They worked for the farmers
and had been found honest and faith-
fui. When they were removed to their
reserves the Province would miss
them.

Mr. RYAN quite agreed with the
Minister of the Interior as to the super-
iority of the second reserve, and ad-
mitted that some of the farmers found
them useful, but the great body of the
settlers wanted to have them removed.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked if any
steps had been taken to punish the
Indians who murdered their comrade?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said it was a
matter which came under the jurisdic-
tion of the Provincial authorities.
The Dominion Government had no
right to interfere in the matter.

Mr. SCHULTZ said the duty of the
-Government was to use every exertion
to deal with this case, and to remove
these 300 Indians who were strangers
in the country and had no right there.

Mr. GOUDSTE asked if it vas intend-
e I to establish a school for the Indians
of Nova Scotia?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD admitted that
education was backward among the
Indians of that Province. ie thought
the people of Nova Scotia should urge
them to apply for a school. No such
application had been made yet.

Mr. GOUDGE begged to say that
ilndians of the Province greatly desired

Mr. SCHULTZ.

the establishment of a school, their
admitted backwardness being the very
reason which made this step advisable.
If these Indians were to be preserved
from extinction, and if they were to be
prepared to take advantage of the
means provided for their enfranchise-
ment, they must be educated. le did
not charge the Government with
dereliction of duty, but trusted that
attention would be paid to this matter.
He hoped during the coming season
the Government would send an official
of the Department to investigate the
management of the the Indians in
Nova Scotia. There were several
agents, none of whom visited the
agencies to see that they were properly
administered. The Minister knew that
one agent, at least, did not give satis-
faction.

Hon. Mr. LAIIRD stated that one of
the great difficulties experienced in
dealing with the Indians of Nova
Scotia was due to the fact that they
were so scattered; nevertheless, atte-n-
tion would be given to the question
which was brought by the hon. gentle-
man under his notice.

All the items unoer the head , In-
dians" were passed. e

On the item, $86,000, for miscel-
laneous expenditure.-In connection
with the item of $S,000 for miscel-
laneous printing,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER called attention
to the publication of the Bank Re-
turns; he believod that the Govern-
ment were endeavouringto secure their
greater accuracy and had hoped that
they would be so precise as to show
the amounts on interest, and the sums
which were held without bearing
interest. It was also important that
these returns should form a portion of'
the Gazette, instead of being inserted
as at present on a fly sheet.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-as to-
the second matter, had no objection to
comply with bis hon. friend's sug-
gestion ; he would look into the matter
and see if this were possible.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK hoped some
assurance would be given that the
monthly statements were more correct.
Last year they were so inaccurate
as to represent an expenditure of
$2,000,000 more than the actual
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amount. It would be better even to
delay the publication of the statement
for a week or so and have it correct
than to mislead the public who watched
for thoise returns with great interest.

O0n the item $50,000 for unforeseen
expenses,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK remarked that
this item only amounted to $30,000
duiing the Administration of the late
Government though it had been since
increased to $50,000. An extraordi-
nary expenditure had been incurred
last year with reference to the Govern-
or General's tour, but as this was not
likely to take place again during the
present year, he could not see why it
should not be reduced.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said in 1872
the late Govern ment asked for $-5,000;
in 1873, $75,000, and in 1874 $30,000,
which had all been expended when the
present Government came into office.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL said the
amount, $12,000, for commutation in
lieu of remission of duties on articles
imported for the use of the army and
navy, was too large since the troops had
been removed.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
amount of duties remitted last year for
wines and tobaccos imported for the
use of the Imperial forces at Halifax
was over $11,000.

Mr. BOWELL asked why were not
A Battery in Ontario and B Battery
in Quebec granted similar privileges.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
these were native, not Imperial troops.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) observed that
this was not a new item; it had ap
peared in the Estimates prior to Con-
federation. The arrangement in ques-
tion had always prevailed in Halifax
since it was a garrison town.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said on refer-
ring to the returns, he found that the
amount voted in 1873 for unforseen ex-
penses was $75,000, the amouut spent
was $18,000. In 1874 the appropri-
ation was $45,000,000, and the expen-
ditures were $38,360.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
nerely read from the estimates and

had not looked at the return of expen-
ditures.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
expenditure under this head sometimes
varied thirty or forty thousand dollars.

With regard to the appropriation of
$120,000' for the organization of a
Government in the Norlh-West Terri-
tories,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER enquired when
it was proposed to organize this Gov-
ernment ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated that
this would take place, probably, very
early in the summer. Further details
would be found on the same page.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked whetber
any of the $33,800 voted last year had
been expended ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE, thought
that a portion of this sum had been
spent.

All the items under the head "Mis-
cellaneous " were passed.

COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS.

On the item $697,591 for the collec-
tion of Customs revenues,

Hon. Mr. BURPEE, in reply to Mr.
McCallum, said there was no objection
to making the canal offlicer at Port
Maitland an official in the Customs
Department. The contingent account
had been reduced, and any vacancies
that might occur would be filled up
from officials in the service.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK was glad to
hear that the Governiment had de'er-
mined to put an end to the system of
making Custom House appointments
among local political supporters ; this
had, however, not been peculiar to the
present Administration. The amount
paid for salaries had of late largely
increased,-in the Province of Ontario
to the extent of $95,000 since 1873-4;
and in Quebec, $23,000 ; and in the
other Provinces in proportion.

Mr. BROUSE surmised that this
was due to the batch of appointm:nts
made by the late Government, when
on the point of resigning their offices

Mr. KIRKPATRICK thought not,
as he believed that at least many of
these appointments had been cancelled.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said there was
an increase of about $23,000 in Prince
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Edward Island. The increased expense
by the appointments referred to was
some $32,000, and the increase by
larger salaries was $56,000. The presen t
Government had eut off some $30,000
and gone back as nearly as possible to
the condition of affairs in 1873-4.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL asked whether
the case of Mr. Robert Miller, of the
port of Miramichi, had received
favourable consideration, his salary
having been reduced owing to his
strong partizanship for himself (Mr.
Mitchell) ?

Hon. Mr. BURPEE explained that
Mr. Miller had been doing duty as
appraiser at Newcastle and Chatham;
the Inspector had reported recomnend-
ing that another officer shonld be
appointed to act at one of these places,
Newcastle, which had been done,
without any reference to bis political
opinions, with which indeed he (Mr.
Burpee) was unacquainted.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said the
objeet was to starve Mr. Miller out to
gratify the vindictiveness of a person
who was not now in the House. The
Minister of Customs had no doubt been
innocently led into this, and he was
satisfied the hon. gentleman, now that
bis attention was directed to the
matter, would do justice to Mr. Miller.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER claimed the in-
dulgence of the Committee for a few
minutes, while he drew attention to
one or two matters with which he
thought they could better deal in con-
nection with the item before the Chair.
The charge had been made, that the
expenditure in the Customs Depart-
ment had been unduly increased under
the late Administration by large addi-
tions made to the salaries of its officers.
Now, the Committee was perfectly
well aware that the House had placed
at the disposal of the Government a
sum of money for the purpose of re-
adjusting the salaries in that Depart-
ment, which only was performed in
obedience to the decision of Parliament,
involving a large increa, e in expendi-
ture. It appeared to him perfectly
obvious, under the circumstances, that
the hon. gentlemen who had succeeded
them in office did not require to make
any corresponding increase, though he
found that for the collection of Customs

Hon. Mr. BURPEE.

last year an addition of no less than
$24,374 had been made to the expendi-
ture, notwithstanding the fact that,
during the last year the late Adminis-
tration was in power, its expenditure
in the Customs Department had ex-
ceeded considerably the largest ex-
penditure ever made in this relation,
in this country. Then coming to the
present year, he found that, in lieu of
a policy of retrenchment and economy,
and instead of reducing the disburse-
ments in those departments of the public
service especially under the control of
the Government, they were asked to
vote $39,292 more than they had voted
for the year 1873 4. Any hon. gentle-
man who turned to the Estimates of
prospective revenue submitted by the
r inance Minister would observe that
instead of anticipating a larger, the
hon. gentleman expected to have a
smaller revenue. When we had much
lower importations than during the
past year-to the amount of eight mil-
lions, the expenditure was $24,000 less,
and without any expectation of receiv-
ing larger revenue it would during the
current year exceed by $39,000 that of
last year. To what was this due? And
this brought him to another branch of
the question which was pertinent to
the item under considerat ion. When
he had last the pleasure of visiting the
Riding of North Renfrew in company
with his friend the First Minister, that
hon. gentleman stated to the electors
that the late Government when in the
throes of dissolution, and in the last
hour of its existence, had creatéd some
two hundred offices throughout the
country and made some two hundred
appointments.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I said one
hundred.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-Very well; he
would give the hon. gentleman the
benefit of bis correction, but he was
afraid that the people of North Ren-
frew understood the hon. gentleman,
as he had done, to declare that the late
Goverh;-nent had created two hundred
offices.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--No ! no!
I recollect perfectly saying-within a
trifle of one hundred; also that about
one hundred were cancelled.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER would come to
this (ther matter in a moment. What
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he understood the hon. gentleman to
say, and what he hoped the hon. gen-
tleman did not say, and the electors
comprehended him to affirm, was that
the late Administration had created
two bundred offices, and made two
hundred appointments; that of these
one hundred were brought into exis-
tence for the purpose of finding places
for their friends, like the unjust stew-
ard; and that one of the first duties
the hon. gentleman had to discharge
in the interests of the people of this
eountry, was to cancel and sweep away
for ever one hundred of those appoint-
ments, for which there was no neces-
ity whatever. He hoped that the hon.
gentleman had said one in liu of two
hunied; ut all events this was a state-
ment which it was necessary now to
make, because he had, under his hand, a
return laid on the table of this House
by the hon. gentleman, showing the
appcintments they had made, and the
appointments which had been cancelled.
The former numbered in reality about
seventy-five--but were they of the
character which the the hon. gentle-
man had pretended they were ? Were
they offices created to find places for
their friends, and had the country
been saved the cost of the salaries in
question from that time to this ? He
thought that if the hon. gentleman
would turn to the records of the Privy
Council, he would find that he could
not place his hand on five offices which
though cancelled had not been filled
subsequently by the hon. gentleman
himself.

He denied the truth of the assertion
that an office had been provided in
order to secure a position for a friend.
-He invited attention to this matter
because it was a very grave charge
which had been preferred.

He would be tilled with deep regret
if the Administration of which he had
the honour of being a member had been
open to such censure. What was the
character of these appointments ? If
the hon. gentleman took the trouble
to read over the list of these offices
filled in fulfilment of the pledges of the
late Government to their friends, who
had asked, as they were entitled to do
-that this should be done, and in
relation to which the Government had
only discharged their duty in making

provision for the public service, he
would see that out of the 750 offices
cancelled, no less than thirty-five of
them existed in the Island of Prince
Edward, and that instead of being
created unnecessarily, the Administra-
tion in taking this step had been
simply fulfilling the provisions of
the Union Act, which made the officers
in the new Province officers of the
Dominion, touching services that came
under the purview of the Dominion
Parliament, until they were regularly
appointed by an Order in Council ;-
therefore, instead of creating officers,
they had merely given official recogni-
tion to persons who had held office
many of them for ten and some for
twenty years.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-And some
of them never.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER would admit
that this was quite true; they might
have discharged their duty by giving
appointments to persons who had not
held offices previously; but they had
not created the offices. fwenty-five
of them were Customs officers; and the
hon. gentleman would hardly say that
in appoiifting Collectors of Revenue,
as they were entitled to be named by
this Goverument, the late Administra-
tion had done wrong. He was, how
ever, bound to do the hon. gentleman
the justice of stating that although he
had cancelled thirty-five appointments
in Prince Edward Island, he had re-
appointed a large number of these
officers.

It appeared that he had taken this
course,simply in order that these parties
might have the distinguished honour
of holding office under the appointment
of the new, instead of the old Adminis-
tration ; he would not find fault with
this, but he would remark that of that
number, twenty-five were Customs
officers. Was this the creation of
offices in order to finçi places for their
friends ? He thought that the hon.
gentleman would hardly so inform the
House, when he told the hon. members
that if they would turn to the Public
Accounts of last year, instead of these
twenty-five officers appointed by the
late Government in Prince Edward
Island, the present Administration had
there given appointments to no less
than sixty-six persons.
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The Public Accounts now showed
66 Customs officers for Prince Edward
Island instead of the 25 appointed by
the late Administration, and yet the
hon. gentleman (the Premier) told the

people of North Renfrew that he had,
by a stroke of the pen, swept away
100 offices that his predecessors had
created, and which were not called for
by the int.erests of the public service.
The hun. gentleman not only reap-
pointed these officers vhose appoint-
ments were cancelled, but increased the
number to 66. The House could readily
understand from this why there
was such a large increase in this
item in connection with the public ser
vice. These were the facts as shown
by the public records as they exist.

The Minister of Finance had stated
that the only means he had to present
to the country to provide for the very
large deficit in the revenue was by in-
creased economy, but they certainly
did not find this economy being exer-
cised in any of the departments speci-
ally under the control of the (overn-
ment themselves. With reference to
the Civil Service, nothing would tend
to the fficiency of the public service
more than following closely, and as far'
as possible, the Civil Service Act, which
provides when vacancies occur the
next lowest in the service shall be pro-
moted, provided he had the necessary
industry, sobriety and ability to dis-
charge the duties of the office.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Did the
hon. gentleman do that ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Yes ; we did.
lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Did be

do that in the port of -Montreal, for
instance ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he would
invite the hon. gentleman to inspect
the records of the Department which
he had administered, or go to Montreal
and point out an instance in which the
administration ot patronage under his
control as Minister of Customs had not
been to fill vacancies by promotion as
they occurred. As to the case men-
tioned in Montreal, he had only. given
legitimate promotion to an offieer who
had not only a claim to it by a long
term of service, but his appointment
was endorsed by the leading merchants
of the city.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

Mr. JONES-What about the Col-
lector of Halifax ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said his friend
was anxious to exhibit his Sampson
strength by lugging in the Halifax
Collectorship, but the late Administra-
tion never had found it necessary to
take a Minister of the Crown from
their Cabinet in order to find a Col-
lector for the port of' Halifax. He did
not think the hon. gentleman consulted
the wishes or feelings of his friends in
making any allusion to that appoint-
ment. It was a great injustice when
vacancies occurred in the service to
bring in outside parties in order to
provide places for political supporters
and put them over the heads of officers
who had spent yeai s of their lifetime
at low salaries'in the public service,
with the expectation of promotion as
opportunities occurred.

Mr. DAVIES said the appointments
in Prince Edward Island were made
the day before the late Government
resigned. Thirty-five officials were
a p po inted, and the reason why there
were not more was they had not time
to do the work. More were required,
because the shores of the Island were
not sufficiently protected against smug-
gling. If a revenue cutter were pro-
vided for the service it would save
money to the public treasury. In the
ordinary course of events the late Gov-
ernment should have made the appoint-
ments in the Island after it came into
the Union, but they waited until the
representatives of the Province were
elected and could come to Ottawa to
nominate persons to fill the offices in
the Island. The Govern ment were then
under a cloud, and when they found
the re-presentatives of the Island would
not sustain them, the appointments
were made just before they resigned.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-A good
many of them were made after the late
Government resigned.

Mr. DAVIES hoped the number of'
officials would be increased in order
that smuggling might be prevented.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that
the salary which was wais paid to these
officials, who numbered about 45, was
$40 a year. The position of the Island
rendered it necessary that a large
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number of officers should. be employed
at a small salary. He desired to state
that of the amount voted in 1873-4 only
$40,000 was expended, so the total sum
added to the estimate of that year
would come out as nearly as possible
like the estimates h'e had in Lis hand,
and the expenditure asked for this year
would be within $41,000 or $51,000 of
the amount tie hon. gentlemen con-
sidered as the necessary expenditure
up to October 31, 1873.

It being six o'clock, the Ilouse took
recess.

AFTER RECESS.

PRIVATE BILLS.

The Ilouse went into Committee on
the Act to grant to the Canada Landed
Credit Company enlarged powers of
borrowing and lending, and f'or other
purposes therein mentioned.

The Committee reported the Bill
without anendment, after which it was
read the third time and passed.

Mr. BROOKS moved the second
reading of the Bill rospecting loans by
the British American Land Company.

The motion was carried, and the
Bill was referred to the Committee on
Banking and Commerce.

The House went into Committee of
Supply.

COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS.

The debate on the estimate for Col-
lection of Customs was resumed.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL asked why the
new Custom House at Chatham which
was now completed, was not occupied
by the Government ? He stated that
the Government were renting a build-
ing from a gentleman who opposed
him in bis last election, and ho desired
to know the intention of the Govern-
ment in this particular.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said that they
had obtained a favourable report as to
the condition of the new Custom bouse
from the collector at Chatham, and it
was the intention of the new Govern-
ment to occupy the new building as
SOon as possible.

Mr. BUNSTER regretted that there
Was a decrease in the appropriation

for British Columbia, and called at-
tention to the fact that an additional
officer was required at the port of'
Nanaimo, where it was a difficult mat-
ter for one officer to do the work pro-
perly. There was a great necessity-
for an increase in the number of
officers instead of a decrease.

Hon.Mr.BU RPEE said a great saving
would ho effected this year in this de-
partment by the occupation of the new
Custom House. With regard to the port
of Nanaimo, he said that the revenue
last year was $2,800, and that it was
colleeted by one officer. It seemed to
him that one officer ought to collect
the revenue of that port during the
ensuing year.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked what had
been done in regard to the defalcation of
a Collector of Customs which occurred
a few years ago ? le desired to know
what steps had been taken to get that
money refunded ?

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said the defalca-
tion had occurred during the adminis-
tration of the late Government, but
the present Government had received
promises of the payment of the money
which they had not yet investigated.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said in re-
lation to the complaint of the hon.
member for Cumberland of bis (Mr.
Mackenzie's) remarks at Pembroke,
he had only to say ho thought
he was exceedingly moderate in
those remarks. Now, between the
13th of August and November, the
late Government made 100 appoint-
ments which they had no right to,
make, in view of the fact that a motion
of want of confidence in the Govern-
ment was pending. At that time he
had no hesitation in moving the cancel-
lation of a large number of those ap-
pointments, some of which were-
entirely new. He thought the Govern-
ment had acted with singular inoder-
ation in the cancelling of those ap-
pointments, when they allowed one-
half of thern to remain, though the
men were known to be politically
opposed to the Government. He
was surprised that the hon. gentle-
man should provoke any reference to-
those famous days in December.
When it was supposed that the whole
talent of the Government was devoted to,
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the debate then going on, they were
writing out Orders in Council and mak-
ing appointments. A very consider-
able number of these appointments
were made even after their resigna-
tion. These facts were not creditable
to the hon. gentlemen, when they knew
they had lost the confidence of the
people. There were circumstances
under which an outgoing Administra-
tion might make appointments, but to
proceed to a wholesale creation of
offices in that way was not only highly
improper, but in his opinion highly
unconstitutional. He (Mr. Mackenzie)
had pointed out they had done nothing
of the kind. The offices filled under
the Insolvent Act could not be called
Government appointments. It w£as in
fact a matter forced on the Govern-
ment by the public opinion of the
House and country, and a task they
would gladly have given over to some
other persons or bodies. The character
of the appointments made by the late
Government in the last days they held
office was entirely different. The
Hon. Ministers of Customs and Finance
had shown that instead of an increase
having been made in proportion to the
growth of the business and population of
the country during the two years and
a half, there was a positive decrease
relatively to what they found when
they assumed office, and they should
continue, he hoped, to show that rela-
tive proportion in a more favourable
degree when they could get rid of some
of the officials appointed by the late
Administration in the last days they
held office.

Mr. WIIITE (Renfrew) said he had
ventured in his election address to
make the statement that the Govern-
ment had by their legislation of last
Session secured to themselves some
300 additional appointments. He had
made that statement advisedly, and he
thought the lion. Leader of the Govern-
men t at a public meeting acknowledged
the accuracy of that statement.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I did not.
Mr. WHITE said the Government

had at all events taken the appoint-
-ments out of the hands of the Boards
of Trade, and to that extent had in-
creased their patronage. In criticising
that portion of his address, the Prem-

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

ier had charged the late Government
with making some 200 appointments,
of which the present Administration
on taking office cancelled some 80 to
100. The impression left on the
minds of the electors was that those
appointments had been made, not in the
interest of the country, but for politi-
cal purposes. Now, if they were ne-
cessary, and only cancelled by the
present Government for the purpose
of re-appointing them or appointing
others in their stead, the argument of
the Premier to the electors of North
Renfrew ought to have no effect. There
was no denial of the statement that
instead of having reduced the number
of officials, the present Government
had added to them, and it was plain
the Premier was not quite ingenuous
in the assertion he made to the elec-
tors.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the late
Governnent had no apprehension they
would be defeated ; and while the
Treasury Benches were assailed, they
gave their whole time and energy
generously and magnanimously devot-
ing themselves to the public service.
The Premier would give them credit
for the patriotism they had displayed
on that occasion. In making these
appointments they had only exercised
the right which retiring administra-
tions in England had always enjoyed.
They had merely bestowed the patron-
age which legitimately belonged to
them.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE thought
the hon. member for Renfrew was
wrong in saying the Dominion Board
of Trade recommended leaving the
appointments as they were before, but
if they did, it was the strongest
evidence that the public opinion of the
country was against the old system,
because that body did not represent
public opinion.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) thought it
might fairly be assumed they repre-
sented that portion affected by the
insolvent law.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Not by
any means.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said the
Dominion Board of Trade and
other public bodies throughout the
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Dominion had petitioned Parlia-
ment to keep the law as it was before,
but the Goverument wanted to have
the patronage in their own hands. In
the face of such manifestations of
public opinion, the law was changed to
accomplish this end.

The items were passed.

INLAND REVENUE.

On the items under the head " Ex-
cise," $235,800,

Mr. BUNSTER called attention to
the fact that it cost $5,000 to collect
$4,223 derived from this source in
British Columbia. He recommended
the adoption of the United States
system of licensing the brewers, re-
quiring them to pay, say $1,000 each
per annum, and let the trade take care
of itself, doing away with the excise
officers altogether.

He suggested the advisability of
taxing each of the brewers $1,000 ;
there were five in the City of
Victoria, and this would give a
revenue of $5,000 per annum. He held
that the present system was not
suitable to the Province of British
Columbia.

Mr. ORTON thought that the
suggestion of the hon. member for
Vancouver was worthy of serious
consideration, because the levy of
duties was undoubtedly vexatious for
the brewers of this country.

Mr. HAGGART asked if the salaries
mentioned were paid ? The Collector of
Customs at Perth had not received the
$1,000 set down to his credit.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that he would look into the matter.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER called the atten-
tion of the House to the fact that the
expenditure in the Excise Department
was the most extravagant that
they ever had in the department
Up to that time, yet the Committee
were now asked to vote $29,865 of an
increase for thlis service, although it
did not include the cost of bringing
into operation the law respecting
weights and measures. •

A gentlemen, who had been in the
ermploy of the Government, complained
that he had been very badly treated.
le averred that he had an office in the

ITnland Revenue DepartmentatMonck-
ton, in the Province ofNew Brunswick,
for several years ; that he had under-
gone a very rigorous and passed a
first-class examination, and that he
was so reported to the Government;
also, that parties living outside of this
country altogether, and animated by
hostile feelings towards him personally,
were determining to have him dis-
placed from his office; that they had
applied for this, and in this relation he
referred to the representative of the
adjoining county; that the Minister of
Inland Revenue, finding no ground for
doing so, he having performed his du-
ties efficiently, called upon him to go
to the city of St. John to fill a position
in connection with the Inland Revenue
Department there; that there was no
necessity for bis transfer, the officials
at St. John being fully equal to the
performance of all the work, having
moreover made no requisition for any
further assistance; that one of them
had a great deal of leisure on his hands,
being not fully occupied, in fact; that
lie was given no increase of salary, and
that, though a first-class officer, having
passed a first-class examination, he was
placed under second and third-class
officers who had been unable to pass
a first-class examination.

le (Mr. Tupper) did not wish to
press the matter, because the Minister
of Inland Revenue was prevented by
an unfortunate illness from being in
bis place; but he d'esired to draw the
attention of the Finance Minister, who
dealt with those questions in that hon.
gentleman's absence, to the matter, in
the hope that he would enquire into
the correctness of these statements;
because if they were correct they dis-
closed a case of great injustice. It was
just as weil to dismiss a man from bis
office--indeed this course was mucb
the more preferable-than to compel an
officer in receipt of a small salary to
remove him to a place where it was
altogether inadequate for his support.
What would be sufficient at Moncton,
would be utterly inadequate at St.
John; and if he were so transferred
witbout any addition to bis salary it
i as simply another mode of depriving
him of it.

Of course this officer had been un-
able to comply with his instructions,
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and he was notified in consequence
that his naine would be omitted from
the pay list. Thcse circums4ancos
rmight or might not be within the kiow-
ledge of the Minister of Customs; if
they were not he hoped that the hon.
gentleman would enquire into them.

Hon. Mr. C.ART WRGHT-DIes
the hon. gentleman make the statement
on his own authority ?

Hion. Mr. TUPPER-I make it on
the authority of a letter addressed
to me by the officer himself. I will
place this letter in the hands of the
hon. gontleman.

Hon. Mr. CARTWR[GIiT - The
hon. gentleman is aware of the English
practice, I presume. No attention is
paid to complaints except they are
made to the Head of the Department
by the party himself.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thought that
his hon friend would admit that if the
,officer was unable to secure redress
from the (overnment and found him-
.self deprived of his office, then he had
no other recourse.

lie (Mr. Tupper) did not doubt
that this gentleman had exausted every
means of obtaining justice before he
had taken his present course.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT doubted
very much the accuracy of these re-
presentations; though he would make
.enquiry into the matter.

Respecting the cQmplaints as to the
increase or decrease of revenue and
expenditure, he might state that in
1873-4, a vote of $218,000 appeared to
have been asked for in the Estimates,
and by Orders in Cauncil the hon. gen-
tleman would see that a total sum of
426,885 had been added to the expen-
ditures on the previous estimates, and
these being added together, the hon.
gentleman would perceive that
whereas by Order in Council they had
proposed to expend the sum of about
S245,000, the Government only asked
for a rate of $235,000.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-That does not
touch my statement.

Hon Mr. CARTWRIGHT-It does
touch your statement.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-No.
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-These

were the Estimates brought .down by
Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

the hon. gentleman in 1873, increased
by expenditures made through Orders
in Council; the whole being $10,000
more than the Government now de-
manded; and this was a very impor-
tant statement showing, very clearly
on which side economy was exhibited.

Hon. Mr. TUPPE R-It does not
touch my statement, that you ai-e ask-
ing the Committee to vote $39,000
more than the expenditure of 1873-4,
the largest that ever was made.

Hon. Mr. CARTWR[GHT-The es-
timates respectively asked for, and not
the ordinary expenditure, were in ques-
tion. With respect to the mattor gener-
ally, every hon. gentleman must know
that if 15 or 16 per cent. were added
to the taxes on the main articles of ex-
cise, it would become undoubtedly
necessary to exercise special diligence
in collecting this revenue. It was
quite clear that the temptation to
smuggle spirits at 75 eents per gallon
was considerably larger than if the
duty was only 63 cents per gallon, and
anxious as they were to save money in
every possible way, it would be a most
disastrous saving to the public if they in
anywise impaired the etliciency of the
excise, from which they collected a
revenue of nearly six millions of dollars
per annnm.

The large amnount received during
the year 1873-4 was, as the hon. gen-
tleiman knew, and as had been conclu-
sively shown at the time, to a very
large extent anticipated by the action
of the various distillers in stripping
their storehouses, or bonded ware-
houses, of every gallon then manufac-
tured; and if the hon. gentleman
turned to the report of Mr. Brunel for
that year he would perceive that no
less than $600,000 or $700,000 at all
events, a very considerable sum had
been anticipated.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-We admit
that.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-This
being the case, he now stated, as he had
already represented, that the revenue
for the present year far exceeded any
revenue yet received. They could not
as yet, having three months still to run,
speak with absolute certainty on this
point, but judging from so much as
had been received, he expected
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that the revenue would decidedly ex-
.ceed, very largely exceed, the revenue
of last year, and certainly that of the
year 1873-4.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-Then I an
afraid that I gave my hon. friend too
much credit in discounting to such an
extent as we did, the receipts of 1873
and 1874,

Hon. Mr. CA RTWRIGH T - No;
you did not.

Mr. BOWELL-The Finance Minis-
ter has stated that the estimates of
1873-4 anounted to $218,000.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - Pre-
cisely.

Mr. BOWELL-The estimates I hold
in ny hand, for that year amount to
$2)8,300, making a difference of only
$10,000.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-What
estimates bas the hon. gentleman got?

Mr. BOWELL-I had the estimates
of 1874-5, which contain the amount
asked and voted for 1873-4.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said with rofer-
ance to the salary of this official ut
Moncton-$600 a year-ther-e were a
great mnany officers in the service at
that salary, and some at a great deal
less. At St. John there were only two
officers in the Excise Office, and they
had sufficient work to keep them
employed.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked if it was
Irue, as rumored, that the Collector of
Excise at Kingston was superannuated,
ani if so had the appointment of his
successor yet been made ?

ln. Mi. CARTWRIGHT said he
believed that officer had not veb been
superannuated.

The item passed.

CULLLING OF TIMBER.

On item $81,500, salaries, culler's
fees and contingent expenses,

M1r. WHITE (Renfrew) said the
expenses of culling timber were de-
frayed by the timber trade. The
fees collected were divided be-
tween the cullers and the office expen-
ses. The trade had no objection to the
arnount of fees paid to the cullers, as
they did not think these were too
highly remunerated, but he thought a

large reduction might be made
in the number employed in the
Quebec office, as the office expenses
were very much larger than were re-
quired. The revenue derived from the
cullers' office at Quebec for 1872-3 and
1874 was $82,341, while the expendi-
ture was only $31,190, leaving $41,150
of a revenue in excess of expenditure.
It was an anomaly that one industry-
-under a free-trade Government-
should pay a special tax of $ 10,000
a year, or about 15 per cent.
over the amount required to defray the
expenses of the office. He would ask
the Government to exercise the power
conferred on them by the Act of last
Session, and lower the fees so that the
amount would not be in excees of the
requirements of the office.

Hon. Mir. CARTWRIGHT said the
actual ieceipts last year were very
little in excess of the expenditures of
the office. lowever, the Minister of
Inland Revenue had under his consider-
ation several important reforms in that
direction, which would have to remain
in abeyance until the hon. gentleman
recovered sufficiently from his illness
to attend to the duties of his office.
When he returned he would endeavour
to comply as far as lie could with the
wishes expressed on both sides of this
Hlouse, and reduce the expenses of this
service to the lowest possible point.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) suggested
that the cullers' office should be thrown
open, the rotation system abolished, and
the cullers allowed free-trade in their
business.

Hon. Mr. CAUCIION said ho under-
stood before ho became a member of
the Governnent that there was a rule
passed by which the fees were to be
decreased. He did not know whether
it had been done. As the number of
cullers decreased by death or superan-
nuation, the vacancies were not to be
filled.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said cullers
were not well paid,especially measurers
of square timber. The highest made
about $978, and the average ws about
$400 to $500 a year, which was in-
sufficient for a man to live on. It
would be wise to put the cullers in a
better position and the lumber interest
would not suffer by it.
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Mr. WHITE said the time occupied
by the cullers in the performance of
their services was very small-from 10
to 12 days in the season-and many
of them were employed in other ways
than culling. What lie wanted to point
out was that the expenditure for the
maintenance of the office and the pay-
ment of the supervision was larger
than was required, and that during the
last two years $23,000 had been taken
from the lumber trade in this way to
go into the consolidated revenue of the
country.

Mr. COOK said he hoped the Gov-
ernment would carry out the recom-
mendation of the Committee of this
House made two years ago, and it
would be a great advantage to the lum-
ber trade of the Dominion.

Mr. ROCHESTER obiected to the
cullers' office being thrown open to
competition. He believed that as long
as the present deputy head of the Ex-
cise Department occupied his present
position no office under that Department
would be satisfactorily managed. He
thought the Ministiy in framing any
measure respecting the cullers' office
should take a certain number of prac-
tical lumbermen into their confidence,
it would be bettter for all parties
concerned.

POST OFFICE.

On item, $1,732,500 for Post Office,
Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked for expla-

nation of the increase of $345,230 over
the estimates for 1874.

lIon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he
could only repeat the explanation
given last year, that it was due to the
addition of Prince Edward Island to
the Dominion, increased postal facili-
ties and an increase of railway mileage
by some 1,600 miles. Moreover, a
great many of the contracts made in
fortner years at cheap rates for mail
service had- expired, and the Post
Office Department had found it impos-
sible to renew them without an
increase. A large amount of the
increase was from the botter facilities
given for postal delivery in the
cities, &c.

In Quebec and Ontario, stage and
ordinary land conveyance cost $340,-
003; in New Brunswick, $48,000;

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET.

in Nova Scotia, $98,000, and in Brit-
ish Columbia, $46,000. The cost in out-
lying Provinces had been necessarily
increasing in a great ratio, and he
was afraid if they had to be served
at all, it was scarcely possible to
hope for any reduction in the ex-
penditure. Several alterations were
made in the mode of keeping ac-
counts. Formerly large sums were
allowed to be received by postmasters
without going into the books of the
department at all; but that system
had been modified, and might possibly
be totally abolished in a short time.
The demands for accommodation would
increase as the country grows, and the
Postmaster General was obliged con-
stantly to refuse applications from all
parts of the Dominion for extension
and improvement of mail services.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said in
1872-3 the entire cost was $858,000,
whereas in 1873-4 it was $1,331,000, or
an increase of $500,000 in these two
years. It was quite impossible to pre-
vent post office expenditure. The ser-
vice was paid by commission, except
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
The charges are all for carrying mails,
and as these were competed for, there
was no possibility of avoiding the in-
ctease.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) called the
attention of the hon. gentleman to the
fact that the contracts were not always
given out by competition. One in the
county of Renfrew had not been com-
peted for.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it was.
true that while the country grows the
expenses will increase; but at the same
same time the revenue ought to in-
crease.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Not if you
reduce the postage.

Mr. WHITE said in the year 1873
the loss on the Post Office was $234,-
000, and in 1875 it was $365,000. This
was what wanted explanation.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
falling off in the revenue and the in-
creased facilities granted the public
explained this.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thought the
Hon. Minister of Public Works had
drawn a very erroneous deduction from
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the figures he quoted. The fact that
the expenditure had largely increased
between the dates mentioned appeared
to establish that such thorough provi-
sion was made for the service as to
render it unnecessary for the expendi-
tare to be still further increased. He
always understood that one of the
strongest argument4 in favour of com-
pulsory prepayment of postage was
that it was going to diminish the work
done at the post offices very materially,
and that consequently the expenditure
would be reduced. But that measure
was followed by an increase of no less
than $345,000 in 187-4, a fact which
deserved very careful consideration.
The Hon. Finance Minister stated the
increase of railway mileage had con-
tributed in this same directioin In his
opinioE mails ought to be carried much
cheaper by railways than by horses
and carriages. If it was dearer it was an
argument against utilising the railways
at all for this purpose.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
railways in many instances complained
that they actually lost money through
being compelled to put on a clerk. On
the road from St. John to Bangor the
Government supplied a carriage to
the boundary and paid from 7 to 8
cents a mile for the service. On the
other side, however, the United States
were paying 12 cents, and the company
were complaining that they were carry-
ing the Canadian mails at a loss. The
hon. gentleman mentioned similar facts
to show that cheapness was not effect-
ed by using railways, but the public
derived an immense benefit from the
rapidity of communication.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thought a dis-
position should be evinced to cut down
where over-charges were made. Al
the elements which entered into this
service had been reduced, and the price
for carrying mails ought to be corres-
pondingly reduced. But the real diffi-
cuilty, it appeared, was the great pres-
sure brought to bear on the Postmaster-
General for accommodation. In his
Own county a striking illustration of
this had taken place. When the rail-
Way was established firom Truro to New
Brunswick, it involved a change in the
service, and provision was made by
allowing the contractor to have the
side se-vice, from Grenville station to

69

Wallace, at the same rate as under his
own contract. This party, a strong
supporter of his own, pressed the Gov-
ernment to have this service changed
from the Wentworth station, near his
own residence, to Wallace. The re-
quest was refused on the groud of in-
convenience, but a general election
came, and he immediately made ap-
plication to the new Government. He
was then informed that -the service
could not be taken away and given to
him without competition, and he
brought sufficient pressure to bear to
have the contract put up for compe-
tition.

He tendered below the other party,
and secured the contract for himself.
Having secured the contract, he asked
for a change of location, which was re-
fused by the present Postmaster Gen-
eral's predecessor. The gentleman
who at the present time occupied the
office, however, was more susceptible
of pressure, and finding that the
possessor of the office was able to ren-
der valuable political aid, he made
the required change in the service.,
This contract was given without any
tender being made, and the people
were making an outcry against being
deprived of the mail communication
they required. Whilst the people
were suffering from the change, the
Treasury was being depleted by money
being paid out to remunerate an en-
thusiastic politician for changing his
politics. He would give another
instance in which the Govern-
ment had been susceptible of pres-
sure when they could secure poli-
tical support. In his own Province he
found that the cost of the printing
done in Halifax under the administra-
tion of the late Government was $5,-
550.99 in 1872; for money order office,
$1,199.28. The total expenditure, in
in 1873 including the money order office,
was $7,486.90, and in 1874 it was $8,428.
Under the present economical Admin-
istration the sum expended in 1875 was
$11,326.63. This money was paid to
a paper in which a prominent mem-
ber of the Administration was supposed
to be interested. The increased ex-
penditure in this respect during the
first year of the present Adminis-
tration was $3,839. He was pre-
pared to support any appropriation for

supply. (MAnen 24, 1876.]



834 Supply.

the postal service that would be in the
interest of the country, but when they
found the expenditure on this service
was enormously increased by transac-
tions such as these, lie felt it his duty
to draw the attention of the House to
the manner in which the money of the
people was being expended.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said lie was
very glad the hon. member for Cnm-
berland had brought this subject before
the House, because it had formed the
subject of comment elsewliere. A
great many of the hon. gentleman's
statements were of an exaggerated
character. When the late Postmaster
General went into office he deemed it
his duty in carrying out the policy of
the Department to convert what they
called in Nova Scotia way-offices,
into post offices. But there were a
great many places where the people
keeping these way-houses were not
willing to keep post offices and corres-
pond directly with the Departinent at
Ottawa. When the first notification of
the change was made the Postmaster-
General was remorstrated with, and
an understanding was come to that
the existing way-offices should not be
interfered with and that be might act
as he thought best in regard to
the establishment of new offices.
Owing to the inspector in Nova Scotia
misinterpreting his orders he had
$5,000 or $6,000 worth of printing
done which was not required. Now
the printing lastyear cost $10,194, and
taking away $5,000 for extraordinary
expenditure, the amount expended by
the present Government was with an
additional number of way and post
offices, only a few liundred dollars in
excess of that expended by the late
government in 1872-3.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said there
was no doubt that in consequence of
the increased postal conv'enience to the
public there had been a larger expen-
ditrtre. The Priape Edwar-d Island
item made up $50,000, and the addi-
tion to postal conveniences, authorized
last year, some fifty or sixty thousand
dollars more. There was no doubt
these improvements had been well re-
ceived by the public.

The present was an experimental
year, however, and more experience
would be necessary before the Govern-

Uon. Mr. TuPPr.

ment could decide as to whether the
tendency to increased expenses should
be encouraged or checked. With
reference to the mail service in
Cumberland, lie had not been in
that county, but lie lad acted on
the recommendation of gentlemen
who knew what was most needed
in the public . interest, and thus
saved some $400 a year. With regard
to the other difficulty referred to by
the hon. member for Cumberland it
was undoubtedly embarrassing, but it
was a legacy left the present Govern-

1 ment by their predecessors. It cost
fifty per cent. more to do.the work in
Halifax than in Ottawa, but by new
arrangements, hereafter the printing
will be done here under contract. As
to the cyst of carrying the mails, the
railway companies·were complaining
the present rates, which were estab-
lished in 1864, were not high enough.
It was very easy to say, explain this
increase o>f $100,000, but everybody
knew the expenses under the improved
system would bc greater. The public
had the matter in their own hands.
They paid their mnoney and took their
choice. The increase in the cost of
the land service was due to the fact
that the railways had diverted the cur-
rent of travel from the old stage routes.
and consequently the owners of the
stages had to charge more for carrying
the mails. In conclusion, lie would say
that no pressure was brought to bear
on him by his friends. They came to
him saying they wou!d be glad to have
post offices in certain localities, but
did not press him in these hard times.
How different must have been the ex-
perience of the late Government !

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the an-
nouncement that all the printing
would be done in future by eontract
would hardly please the hon. member
for Cumberland. When the Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia decided to adopt
that system, the onlyopposition to it
came from the newspaper representing
the views of that hon. gentleman, and
in which he had an interest.

Hon. Mir. TUPPER said he had
never in his life been interested to the
extent of one dollar in any newspaper
in Nova Scotia.

Mr. JONES-Not in the Colonist t
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Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Neither in the
Colonist nor any other newspaper. le
was not surprised that the Postmaster
General had decided to have all the
piinting done by contract when it had
increased in one year from $7,486 to
$11,326. The Ilouse would be sur-
prised at the failure of the hon. gentle-
manl to explaii why he gave out con-
tracts to his political friends and sup-
porters without tender. By that illie-
gal act a whole section of Cumberland
County had been placed in a most dis-
agreeable position, and the change was
exceedingly inconvenient to the public.

Hion. Mr. VAIL stated that on the
opening of the railway in 1872 or
1873, a niait route was opened between
Grenville and Wallace, on the lake
shore, a distance of about eigldeen
miles. Before proceeding further lie
would refer to the clause of the Act,
which would prove that what the hon.
meinber for Cum berland said regarding
the giving of mail contracts was quite
correct. It stated that before accord-
ing such a contraet, involving a cost
of over $200, at least eight weeks pre-
vious notice should be given by adver-
tisement, but what had the hon. member
done ? When he represented that
county, and was a member of the
tGovernment, he gave the contract to a
man without putting it up to tender
for the sum of $800. Was the hon.
gentleman prepared to deny this ?
Subsequently a petition was signed,
requesting a change to be made in the
route to Wentvorth, which was about
fine miles beyond Grenville ; it was
refused, and he believed that applica-
tton was then made to the Post Office
Department to have the service put out
to tender. The party who inade this
request, moreover, offered to carry the
mail over this roule for some two or
three hundred dollars. This was alseo
refused. After this Government carne
into powier, the sane person called the
attention of the Postniaster General to
the'L' fact that soime $800 were being
)aid for the eonveyance of the mail

over these eighteen miles, when it
could be done for on e-bal f of this
amou-rt. The Postmaster General
referred it for enquiry to the Inspector
at Halifax, who reeommended that the
service be put up for contract. This
Was done, and the result was that it

was taken for $250. Was the hon.
gentleman prepared to deny this ? The
hon. gentleman had only one
ground for complaint in this connec-
tion. Last year a change had been
made from Grenville to the other
station on this route, £Wentworth),
which was made the point of depar-
ture instead of Grenville. This neces-
sitated an increased expenditure of
some $70; and if he was correctly in-
formed the service now cost $287 in-
stead of $800. H1e considered that if
the hon. muemberhad waited until these
papers were placed on the table, he
would have beon the last man in the
House to make complaint.

He would show to the House that
the printing account had increased
rapidly from year to year under the
hon. gentleman's Administration. To
one paper had been paid in 1868, $2,-
522 ; in 1869, $3,114 ; in 1870, $3,207 ;
in 1871, $3,324; in 1872, $4,325, and
in 1873, $6,569.87. The next was a
broken year, and he was unable to give
the figures.

He would allude to another matter:
-The railway station at Halifax was
about 200 yards from the post office.
and for performing the mail service
between these points his hon. friend
had given $200 a year. This contrac-
tor sublet it for $80; but he made so
mucli that he had broken off this
arrangement and now carried it him-
self for the $20

Ion. Mr. TUIPPER replied that the
hon. gentleman had made no state-
ment with reference to the former
nail contract, as to its being accorded
without tender, whieh he had not given
to the Conmittee The Department
having done awav with the service
perforied by the contractor,
it was ehanged to a service
at the sanie rate per mile, under
a rie which had iivariably been
followed in Nova Scotia, when a con-
tract was interfered with, througli the
opening of a line of railway; and this
was the arrangement which had been
effected. Wiat ie complained of was
this-not that this service vas put 111
toeompetition and taken at $250, but
because it had been obtained by a per-
son who, relying on his influence with
the Governient, h ad never perforned
the service at all.
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Hon. Mr. VAIL-It is done, and
done satisfactorily.

Hon. Mr. TUPPEIR-This person,
immediately on receiving it, appealed
to the late Postmaster General to get
an entirely different route and different
service, but he appealed to him in vain.
An entire change had, however, been
made in this relation, the public
incommoded, and the service given to
this party without tender and without
contract.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON under-
stood the hon. gentleman to be in some
difficulty on account of a corrupt and
illegal act. The hon. gentleman had
said that the contract was given to a
person without advertisement, and he
(Mr. Tupper) now admitted that the
contract had been advertised.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER explained that
what he complained of was this:-
that during an election a corrupt
arrangement had been effected,
by which a person had been allowed to
forward his own interests to the detri-
ment of an entire community. The
Government had not only carried out
this arrangement, but they had also
subsequently transferred to this person
a contract for an entirely different
route, without any tender whatever.
This had the effect of alienating a
strong political partisan of his own,
and making of him a strong political
opponent, hence he had reason to
charge that this was a corrupt transac-
tion. As far as the post-office printing
at Halifax was concerned, the hon. gen-
tleman had not mentioned that the first
year the present Administration hald
the opportunity of handing it over to
the Citizen Publishing Company the
account went up to $10,000; but ho
was glad to find that the Postmaster
General had discontinued this contract
on discovering that these parties could
not be trusted with the performance
of the work.

Hon. M. Il U NTINGTON stated
that it now apper.'ed, after all, that the
Postmater General had advertised the
matter, and that this corrupt act which
had occasioned the hon. gentleman such
di stress had resolved itself to this, that
the late Postmaster General for good
and sufficient reason had taken the
contract from a partisan of the hon.

Uo:n, Mr. Turrzia.

gentleman's, who was enjoying $800 a
year for doing this simple service which
another partisan of the hon. gentle-
man's-who the hon. gentleman said
had deserted his party--did for $250;
and for saving the difference the hon.
gentleman now rose and made of it a
grievance against the Government.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER stated that he
had not made a charge of corruption
against, but on the contrary had de-
fended the late Postmaster General.
When this person who had abandoned
his political principles applied to the
late Postmaster General for his pound
of flesh it was refused; but when ho
made application to the hon. gentle-
man who now filled that office it was
done. And this person was therefore
perfbrming postal service as a con-
tractor to-day for the Government
without tender.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-It was
the late Postmaster General who re-
scinded the contract.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-No.
Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-Yes, it

was; and it was the late Postmaster
General who advertised it.

Mr. BOWELL said he had asked
when the vote was taken on trie Civil
Service in this Department if any
information could be given as to the
expense which was Incurred at present
by having all unclaimed letters re-
turned from the Dead Letter Office, as
compared with having them advertised
as under the old system, and the
Finance Minister promised to give the
information.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said while
the actual payment of extra clerks
would appear to be larger, yet the sav-
ing in other ways, which would appear
in the Public Accounts, would be equal
to it, and the one was about equal to
the other.

Mr. BOWEJLL called attention to
payments of $10,000 last year to
the Citizen Publishing Company of
Halifax, for departmental printing, of
which company the Hon. Minister of
Militia and the member for HalifaX
were charged with being partners,
and they had not denied it. At any
rate they appeared to be so familiar
with the business that the flouse
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would accept their silence as an
admission that the Minister had used
his influence to put printing in the way
of this company and pocketed his share
of the profits. He found also the St.
John Freeman had received $9,000
for similar work, but as the
name of he party who Bwned
the paper was not put down, they
could not say whether he was a mem-
ber of this House or not. le wondered
if the receipts for the money were
signed " Freeman ?"

In 1874 the sane paper received
$8,126, and the Halifax Citizen $10,247,
so that it was quite evident the gen-
tlemen on the Treasury Benches had
adopted the policy-' to the victors
belong the spoils," and they had not
forgotten themselves. Had they given
it to their friends outside it would only
be what might be expected, but they
had adopted another plan and only
gave the spoils to the papers in whieh
they were interested themselves. He
called attention also to the fact that a
post office in his constituency had
become vacant and no appointment
had been made. He supposed it was
because there did not happen to
be in that locality a single supporter
of the Government. He supposed it
required political influence to get an
appointment made, as no attention had
been paid to the recommendations
which he had sent in.

Mr. HIGINBOTHAM said as proof
that appointments were not made
through political influence, he would
state that he had made.applications for
three new offices in his county and had
not been able to get one.

Mr. WI1TE (North Renfrew) said\
he had made appication some tine
ago for a post office in a certain part of
his constituency, which was refused, as
the Government could not sec the
necessity for it; but after he had lost
his seat and a Miristerial supporter
was returned, the post office was
established, antd it was used as an argu-
ment against him (Mr. Wh te) in bis
last election by his opponent why the
electors should not give him their sup-
port.

Mr. KIRK said the question with
respect to the printing donc in Hlali-
f4x 4nd St. John was not who was
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it done by, but was the sum paid too
large for the work performed. He
found that in Nova Sceotia last year
they had 144 post-offices and 733 way
offices, and the Post Office Department
concluded to convert these way offices
into post offices. This change noces-
sitated a large amount of printing for
account books and necessary forms.
le remembered a few years ago-in
1872,he believed-advertisements were
published, calling for tenders for a mail
contract; tenders were received, but
before the day for opening them ar-
rived, it was known that a certain firm
who had tendered for $400 more than
others, had got the contract, and were
entering into arrangements to perform
the work.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said the hon.
gentleman ought to bring down papers
to substantiate tbis statement.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER hoped he would
put a notice on the paper to move for
the production of the papers; he
would be surprised if the charge could
be sustained.

Mr. SCATCHERD said the hon.
member for North Hastings, who
seemed a little exercised about the
illegality of those newspapers having
received money for Government print-
ing, should look a little further, and he
would find the Mail had received such
work. It was possible,too,that the paper
with whiel the hon.gentleman was con-
nected might have insertedG-overnment
advertisements. A little broader view
of the thing should be taken, and all
classes included, and then some satis-
factory conclusion might be reached.

1r. BOWELL said the hon. gentle-
man ought to be capable of drawing a
d istinction between the ordinary adver-
tisment sent to a newspaper without, in
all probability, the proprietor's know-
ledge until it was published, and Minis-
ters of the Crown and prominent nem-
bers owning establishments and doing
job work for the Government to the
tune of $11,000 and $12 000.

Mr. SCATCHERD did not see the
difference, anîd knew very well there
was no difference. But perhaps the
hon. gentleman, when ho published
such advertisements, toock the ground

L tiat it was a snall ainount which would
not be notieed, and there4)fore ihe was
safe in taking it,
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Mr. BOWELL said it was not a ques-
tion of amount at all, and that there
was an important difference in the two
cases.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE was bound
to admit that there was a difference
between advertisements and job print-
ing, because one advertisement paid a
great deal botter than the same amount
of printing. He knew which his hon.
friend would take if he had his choice.

Mr. BOWELL -But suppose a man
got a large quantity of job work and
had no job office, and had to farm it out ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Suppose
the moon was green, cheese ?

Mr. DESJARDINS urged that the
postal service for the town forming
the western suburb of Montreal, and
containing from sixteen to eighteen
thousand people, should be improved.
Further, the municipality of Notre
Dame de Grace, about three miles from
Montreal, lacked a post office ; its
residents could obtain their letters at
present only at Montreal, or at St.
Hemi, or at Cote des Neiges. Hoche-
laga, a very important village, which
was progressing very rapidly, was also
exposed to serious inconveniences in
this relation; the line which carried
postal matter to it ran in such a man-
ner that papers and letters leaving
Montreal in the evening, reached their
destination about thirce o'clock on the
day following, about the same time
that these were delivered in parishes
at five, six, or seven leagues from the
city. Coteau St. Denis, St. Jean
Baptiste village, and other munici-
palities about Montreal had sent
petitions praying for the improvement
of thoir postal service, and ho hoped
that the Postmaster General would
see that they were placed on
a more satisfactory footing than at
present. The village of Outremont
and the Tanneries de Belair also re-
quired consideration in this regard.

Hon. Mr. IUNTINGTON-l have
only to say in regard to what bas
falien freio the hon. member,
that there is. no doubt, much
force in what ho bas stated with
reference to the necessity for in-
croased postal commun ication ; but how
far the censures which the hon gentle-

Mr. SCATCHEUD.

ran's friends are disposed to -ass on
the Department over which I have
the honour to preside, will interfere
with my opportunities to fulfil their
wishes, I am not at this moment able
to say.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL stated that
he had listened with patience to the
duel which had taken place with
reference to post offices; he had, how-
ever, as much cause for complaining
as any other hon. member who had
been compelled to give to it his
attention. He could bear testi-
mony to the general efficiency
of the Department; he had made
only one application to it so far
as he recollected, during the past
twelve months, and this had been for
the establishment of a way office in a
settlement in his county of some
twenty-five years standing, which con-
tained some five and twenty settlers.
It was situated twelve miles froni any
post office. Judging from the tone of
the remarks of the Postmaster Gen-
oral, ho did not think that there was
much likelihood of securing any as-
surance that the matter would receive
any ready attention, nevertheless he
would submit with patience, and trust
to the tender mercies of the Depart-
ment. If despite all the present de-
pression in trad.e, the hardness of the
tiies, and the falling off which
was likely to oceur in the receipts
during the ycar, ho could obtain
the appropriation of $80 or a $100-
he was very moderate in his denands
-to secure the object ho had in view,
he would return to the Department his
most grateful thanks.

Mr. KIRK, with reference to a state-
ment ho had made, informed the
Ilouse that in 1873 a tender had been
accepted to carry the mail between
Shubenacadie and Melrose, a distance
of* 88 miles ; the party who received it
was prep)ared to perform the service on
the day when the tenders were te be
opened, without waiting for this to be
done. The price was $1,625 ; and
another tender, which ho knew had
been sent in, was dr'awn for $1,400.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER again recom-
mended his lion. friend to meve for the
papers, as a vory grave charge was
made againist the Post Office Depart-
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ment. He had no hesitation in saying
that this statement ought to be sub-
stantiated, if it were possible ; but it
was entirely contrary to the whole
course of procedure with relation to
these matters, and he was quite cer-
tain that the hon. gentlemen laboured
under some very serious misapprehen-
sion. If the hon. -gentleman would
move for the papers, the correspon-
dence with the Post Office Department
would show that the late Postmaster
General had not been so recreant to
his duty as the hon. gentleman seened
to think.

Mr. KIRK-I know it to be the fact.
Mr. PLUMB drew attention to the

receipts and expenditures of the De-
partment for 1873, 1874 and 1875,
showing that the ratio of revenue had
not kept pace with that of expendi-
ture, based upon the following figures
taken from the publie accounts for those
years. In 1873 the entire receipts
were $1,308,154, and the entire expen-
diture $1,553,000, the deficiency being
$245,450 ; in 1874 the receipts amount-
ed to $1,407,068, and the expenditure
to $1,695,480, the deficiency being
$288,312, and in 1875 the receipts
were $1,473.436, and the oxpenditure
reached $ 1,873.24, showing a deficiency
of $397,877, only an increase of $72,000
in the receipts and of $200,000 in the
cost of collection.

The item was carried.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

On the item No. 190, appropriating
$72,000 for salaries and expenses of
72 Inspectors of Weights and Measures.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said he was of
opinion that these inspectors should
be paid by fees. If this were done lie
was satisfied that a better inspection
would be made.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained
that the Statute passed three years ago
provided the inspectors shall be paid
by salary.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) asked
whether the Government intended to
make any change in the present law.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT thought
it was better to give the law a fair
trial, and he did not consider it would
be right to propose alterations before

they had had experience of the work-
ing of the Bill. Ie also said that as
far as possible they would employ in-
land revenue officers.

The item was carried.
The item $3,000 for inspection of

staples passed without discussion.

MIsCELLANEOUS ESTIMATES.

On the item $10,000 to meet ex-
penses under the Adulteration of Food
Act,

Hon. Mr. TUPPE R asked what steps
had been taken to carry out that Act ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said the
Government were now appointing
analysts in some of the leading cities.

The item was passed.
On the item $18,475 for collection

of slide and boom dues,
Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) called at-

tention to the inadequacy of salaries
paid to the slide masters of tie Ottawa,
who were most faithful and efficient
officers. The slide master at the
Rocher Capitaine, who had no duties
to discharge, actually received the
largest salary of all.

After some further discussion the
item was passed.

On the item $200,000 for Prince
Edward Island Railway,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE explained
this sum was required for working
expenses. The revenue, it was thought,
would amount to about three-fourths of
that.

The item was passed.
On the item $32,200 for telegraph

lines in British Columbia,
Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked for ex-

planations.
lion. Mr. MACKENZIE said $26-,

700 was required to pay the staff in
the telegraph offices of British Colum-
bia; the sum of $1,500 was required
for repairs, and $4,000 for subsidy to
the Western Union Company.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-What reve-
nue is expected for this large expendi-
ture ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The net re-
ceipts last year were $9,849.18.

The item was passed.
On the item $1,946.66 for telegraph

lino between Prince Edward Island and
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the mainland. In reply to Hon. Mr.
Tupper,

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said an ar-
rangement had been made with the
Telegraph Company who held a mono-
poly on the Island. le had no doubt
himself but the Government might
run a line along their railway,
but they preferred making an arrange-
ment with them by which for a certain
amount they had the use of their lines
without ereeting a telegraph line. The
Company had the use of some of the
Government offices to do the ordinary
work of the neighbourhood. All the
Government messages connected with
the working of the railway had to be
transmitted by this line to Moncton to
the head office and thence to Ottawa.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it was
necessary that all such contracts should
be laid on the table of the House.

lion. Mr. IMACKENZIE said ht' had
a different opinion,; he did not pretend
to lay every contract upon the table.

The item was carried.
Items $4,000, agents and contin-

gencies, British Columbia; $60,000,
surveys of land, North-West (including
commissions and staff), and $ 10,000 for
minor revenues, passed without de bate.

The Committee then rose and re-
ported progress, and asked leave to sit
agan.

SATURDAY SITTINGS,

In reply to a question as to whether
the House, would sit on Saturday, it
being a Roman Catholie Féte d'Obliga-
tion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said in a
matter of this kind the Government
were entirely in the hand of the Ilouse,
but where there was even one member
whose conscience would feel offended
at sitting on that day they should not
compel him to attend. At all events
it was tolerably evident that there was
quite a number who, although not
opposed to sitting in an emergency,
would prefer not to sit to-morrow, and
he thought the Government would be
consulting the interests of the whole
in not asking them to sit to-morrow.

INFORMAL QUESTIONS.

bon. Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked if
the Government intended to bring

Hon. Mr. MA£OKNziz.

down any reports of the engineers of
the Pacifie Railway this year.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied
these were in the Public Works Re-
port, which was laid on the table a
month ago.

Hon. Mr. TU PPER enquired if there
was any information with reference to
the Vancouver Island road ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
matter had not come before him yet,
and indeed had no connection with
the subject at all. It was not a part of
the Pacifie Railway, and would be a
separate question entirely from the
discussion which would arise on the
estimates. The matters which would
como up on the estimates in connection
with the construction of the road,
building of telegraph linos, and pur-
chasing of rails and everything of that
sort it is usual to dis auss; but the mere
question of policy involved in the cor-
respondence with-the British Columbia
Government was an entirely separate
thing and could be better discussed by
itself.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) asked
whether any information would be
given with respect to the result of the
sturveys that had been lately completed
on the lino of the Georgian Bay branch
before that item was discussed.

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE-Oh, cer-
tainly ?

Mr. BLANCHET-And about the
cancellation of the contract ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - These
papers have been brought down, and
were printed in the newspapers.

ln answer to a further question by
Mr. Wright of Pontiac, Mr. Mackenzie
said the Government would give all the
information they possibly could. But
they had no report from the Chief
Engineer relative to the Georgian Bay
branch, because he had not undertaken
the survey at all.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) said the Hon.
Minister of' Public , orks promised
some time ago to announce what
stops would be taken with reference tO
the construction of the Georgian Bay
branch, and he asked if that information
would be given when the item came up ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No.
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Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Are we to
vote the item blindly ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-If the
hon. gentleman choses to vote blindly
I should be very happy.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Is that what
the Ilon. First Miinister asks us to do ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--I am not
asking hon. gentlemen to do anything.
We are going to discuss the matter
fully and give everv information in
our power.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said if the
Hon. First Minister did not choose to
give the information the country
demanded, it would be proper for the
House not to vote the item.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-If my hon.
friend does not vote, he will be wanting
in his usual astuteness.

The subject then dropped, and the
House adjourned at Thirty-five minutes
past Twelve o'clock, v.m.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, March 27, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. ROBINSON (Toronto) intro-
duced a Bill to ameud the Criminal
Law of Canada, so as to admit of the'
utilization of the labour of convicts
beyond the walls or limits of jails in
the Dominion.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

Bill to incorporate the " National
Exchange Company," passed through
Committee of the Whole.

The following Bills were agreed to
in Committee, read the third time and
passed:

To incorporate "The Scottish
Canadian Loan Co."

To incorporate " The Trust Company
of Canada."

To amend the Act incorporating the
Xal Printing and Publishing Co.

To amend the Act incorporating the
Canadian Gas Lighting Oo.

To enable the Welland Vale Manu-
faeturing 0o. to obtain an extension of

60

a patent known as the" IRodden's Im-
proved Cappod Fertile and Sockets."

Bill to further amend the Act to in-
corporate the " London and Canada
Bank," and to amend to amend the Act
amending the same.

DORCHESTER ELECTION.

Mr. ROULEAU asked what are the
reasons why the writ of Election for
Dorchester was not issued until several
months after the judgment annulling
the election which took place in 1874?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am not
able to state what the reasons were.
The then Attorney General being ab-
sent from the city at present, I have
not had an opportunity of making an
enqiry.

The question was allowed to stand.

HARBOUR IMPROVEMENTS IN NOVA SVOTIA*

Mr. CHURCH asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to
send an engineer to Petite Rivière,
Lunenburg County, N.S., to make a
survey and report if the erection of a
breakwater is necessary ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-An engi-
neer of the Department, I presume, will
be in that neighbourhood during the
course of the summer, and will make
some investigation as to the necessities
of the case.

Mr. CHURCH1 asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to make
arrangements so that the Dredge
Canada shall return to the Harbour
of Lunenburg, N.S., during the pre-
sent year to complete the work com-
menced there last autumn ?

Hon. Mr. MACKEINZIE-I expect
to be able to send the dredge there in
the course of the summer. I am not
able to say at what precise time.

Mr. CHURCH asked whether the
Dredge Cape Breton will be sent to,
Mahone lRay, N.S., to deepen the chan-
nel of that harbour after her present
engagements are completed; and if so,
when?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is im-
possible to say when her present en-
gagemente will be completed. I am
afraid her time is promised for the
whole season. I am not able, thero-
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fore, to give a definite answer to the
question. We will do the best we can
and put the dredge in the most necessi-
tous places.

Mr. DOMIVILLE asked how many
steam tug boats did the Government
contract for in St. John, N.B., last
year? Who were the contracting par-
ties? Are they yet built, and will they
be ready for use this coming summer ?

Ilon. Mr. MACKENZIE - There
were no steam tugs contracted for;
there were no contracting parties; they
are not yet built, and they won't be
ready this summer.

SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

Mr. GORDON, with reference to his
motion concerning the observance of
the Lord's Day, stated that it was a
subject in which he believed a wide-
spread intere.t was taken, apart from
anything ofla political nature, in every
section of tlbe Christian comnuinity,
and by :ll well-wishers of our great
country. H1e would endeavour to do all
that lay within his power to place
this matter fairly before the House,
.and in order to deal with it intelli-
gently, lie proposed to divide the sub-
ject into several branches. Previously,
however, he proposed to lay before the
House his reason for taking up this
question. In the year 1874, a most
glaring act of Sabbath desecration had
-ocurred within the bounds of the
Dominion, to which his attention had
been drawn, causing him great pain-
Le alluded to the Boundary Survey.
le discovered that some 259 men had
been employed for the space of five
months on this work, settling the
boundary line between the United
States and Canada, the Sabbaths, how-
ever, not being observed. He thought
that this gave cause for deep feelings
of shame to every one who wished
well to his country; this was the case
with himself, and accordingly he was
exceedingly glad to learn that this
work was not under the surveillance
or control of the Administration,
the survey being made jointly by the
British and American Goveruments,
which alone were responsible for it.

le desired to deal with this question
with respect to the post offices, canals,
and railways of the Dominion. The

Hon. Mr. MAoKENZIE.

House would bear in mind that no
serions attempt had been made at legis-
lation in this relation since Confedera-
tion; previously a variety of Acts were
passed, and some of them were par-
tially successful in preventing the em-
ployment of persons on the Sabbath
on public works.

Such legislation began as early as
1844; and with successful results in
1853, when the Hon. George Brown
obtained a Committee, with power to
send for persons and papers. A vast
amount of useful information was col-
lected on this occasion, and an exceed-
ingly valuable report, which did equal
credit to the hon. gentleman's head and
heart, was presented. Later in the
year, 1857, the saine gentleman brought
the matter before the bouse, in the
shape of a Bil so drawn as to forbid
any labour being done on the Sabbath,
in the post offices and on the canals of
the two Provinces of Quebec and
Upper Canada; but after a very keen
debate it was lost by the casting vote
of the Speaker, who supported the
amendment.

No legislation restricting labour in
the post offices was enacted until 1860,
when a departmental order was passed
permitting postmasters in Ontario,then
the Province of Upper Canada, to close
their offices on the Government days;
no mention was made at the time of
Quebec, and matters continued in this
state in this connection until 1868, the
year after Confederation took place,
when the Postmaster-General, the
Hon. Sydney Smith, promulgated a
departmental order, which, besides
confirming the right of Ontario post-
maters to keep their offices closed, en-
joined postmasters in Quebec to keep
their offices open for one hour on this
day. The order issued in 1860 ran as
follows: - "IReferring to Article 9 of
"the regulations of this Department,
"postmasters in Canada West are in-
"formed that they are relieved from
"the obligation of their office for the
"delivery of letters, &c., on Sundayr ;"
and the order sent out in 1868 read
after this manner :-" Postmasters in,
"Canada, except in the Province of
"Quebec, are at liberty to close their
"offices to the public on Sundays; and
"in the Province of Quebec postmas-
"ters should keep their offices open
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4 for at least one hour either before or
"after divine service, as may be most
"convenient to the public generally."

With regard to the other Provinces,
he would very briefly glance at the
state of the law in order to place the
question fully before the House. In
New Brunswvick no work whatever
was done in post offices on
the Sabbath, and in Nova Scotia
they were closed by law on this day ; in
Prince Edward's Island, the office in
Charlottetown alone, was allowed to be
open for one hour; and in Manitoba
this was the rule solely with regard to
the office in Winnipeg. In British
-Columbia, all these offices were closed
on the Sabbath. In the Province of
Quebec, there were .980 post offices ;
and in the course of bis evidence given
before the Committee in 1853, the
Postmaster General, the Hon. Mr.
Morris, estimated that two persons on
the average were employed in each
,office, giving a total for Quebec of 1,-
960 who were engaged in work on that
day,

H1e had mentioned that these
offices could be closed in On-
tario on the Sabbath ; but this
statement required some qualifi-
cation, as those situated on the line of
the Grand Trunk and Great Western
Railways were required to be open
while mail trains were passing, mails
being made up and delivered. 11e had
no means of making a correct calcula-
tion as to the number of persons thus
-employed ; but his estimate was that
there were some two hundred
offices on these lines, requiring the
services of seme four hundred ein-
ployees, besides ut least an equal num-
ber in the conveyance of the mails,
and the men engaged in driving omni-
buses to and from the trains, occasion-
ing a very considerable amount of
Sabbath desecration, which in his
opinion was very much to be lamented.
So far as he could secure credible
information, the number so employed
in Quebec and Ontario could not be
placed at a less figure than three thou.
sand, a matter which merited very
serious consideration. This anomaly
'vas also lo be observed-while some
offices were permitted to be closed
others were enjoined to be kept open;
while some had no work to do, others

were enjoined to do work on this day,
on pain of losing their positions if they
refused to comply. This disclosed a
lamentable state of affairs, and he saw
no just reason why, when post offices
were closed in the Maritime Provinces,
in Manitoba, British Columbia and in
the greatest portion of Ontario, the
iron arm of the law should require the
offices in Quebec and along the great
lines of railway to be kept open, and
he deemed it extremely desirable that
a uniform Act should be passed apply-
ing to the entire Dominion in this re-
lation, making the strict observance of
the Sabbath obligatory.

He wished to notice another point in
this connection. Even where the
offices were closed, with the exception
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward's Island, the law was
permissive,kand any postmaster could
open his office if he chose in defiance
of public sentiment; and he desired it
to be so amended as to make closing
on the Sabbath obligatory.

He now came to the question of the
canals; and as in the case of the post
offices, he found that in this relation
there existed a wide divergence of
practice throughout the Dominion.

He found that the Lachine and Wel-
Iand Canals, upon which there was a
larger traffic than on any other canals
in the Dominion, were entirely closed
on ie Sabbath. The Beauharnois
Canal. St. Anne's Lock, St. Ours Lock
and Williamsburg Canals are open
without restriction. When the largest
canals are closed on the Sabbath,
there was no just reason why
work should be permitted on the
others. The experience of the mon
living in the viehity went to show
that this service led to great desecra-
tion of the Lord's Day. Among the
witnesses examined at Mr. Brown's
Committee in 1852 was the Rev. Mr.
Cannon, a Roman Catholie priest, who
resided in the vicinity of the Cornwall
Canal. When he was examined by the
Committee, 5th October, 1852, to the
following questions put by the Com-
mittee he gave the following an-
swers:-

" Do you consider the effect of the traffic
injarious? Yes; the men on the canal feel
it to be a great hardship to be obliged to
work on Sunday. What is its effect on the
population? It causes a great deal of dissi-
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pation; young peop'e and others are led
away to the canal to see the boats passing,
and it is incongruous to hear the church bll
and that of the steamboat ringing together on
Sundays." * What is the feeling in
your neighbourhood with regard to this Sun-
day traffic ? The people all ask why those
employed by Goternment are required to
work on the Sunday, while there is a law
fining all persons who are fouad doing so. It
i looked upon as a great nuisance, being
productive of fighting, drinking, card-playing
and various other sources of annoyance. The
closing of the canals would be a most popular
measure."

The Rev. Hugh Campbell, residing
in the same neighbourhood, expressed
himself in similar terms on the sub-
ject, and pointed out the great satis-
faction with which the men engaged
on the canals would receive a law pro-
hibiting Sunday traffiec. With regard
to the change expected on the morals
of the traders passing through the
Welland Canal before and after closing
on Sabbath, the testimony of the Rev.
Mr. Bone is as follows:-

c I have taken particular pains to make
enquiries from men engaged in various
departments of our lake trade, as to
their views on the Sabbath question
-from the workmen who feel it to be a
privilege to be on the Welland Canal on the
Lord's Day, as it affords them rest of body,
time to read or go to a place of worship; from
captains who ha ý e tried both working and not
working on the Lord's Day and their uniform
testimony is, that the Sabbath labour does not
forward t1ýem ultimately-i. e., were they to
continue passing through the canal on the
Lord's Day as on other days, they would not
make ani more trips through the season,
besides losing the temporal, moral ard spirit-
ual benefit flowing from Sabbath observance;
from lock-tenders, who state that when the
canal was open on Sabbath there was a great
deal more intemperance, profanity and dis-
turbance of the public peace; then, a female
would scarcely be safe to walk alone on the
foot-path on Sabbath ; now, they may be seen
walking along quietly to Church or Sabbath
School, none making them afraid. Also, the
moral character of the lock-tenders has very
much improved since the canal was closed;
yea, some are exemplary Christian men. One,
for example, takes an active part in our Bethel
services, and I believe wouli rather leave his
situation than work on Sabbath. So that if
our canals were opened on the Lord's Day it
would at once open the floodgates of vice,
demoralize all engaged in the business,
besides annoying those who sacredly keep
the Lord's Day, and open a new source of
temptation to the young to desecrate the
Sabbath."

The opinions of those gentlemen,
contitnedu the speaker, couldi not be too

Mr. GORDON.

calmly considered, especially in viû*
of the fact that six or seven petition1s
had been presented to the louse pray-
ing for the re-opening of the canalr
from American Boards of Trade and
owners of Steamboat Companies. It
had now been closed for a quarter of a
century with the utmost. good to the
employés, and no harm to those en-
gaged in the trade. Seeing that the
system had worked so well in this
instance, there was great encourage-
ment for the Government passing a
law applying to every canal in the
country.

He now came to the last part of the
subject, and one which was perhaps
the most diffitult to deal with; he re-
ferred to the railways. In the year
1873 this question was taken up by
the church to which he had the honour
to belong, and the following circuler
was sent out to the companies in On-
tario, by authority of the ,General
Assembly:-

" It is a very grievious hardship on Chris.
tian men to be deprived of the publie means
of grace, and compelled either to do violence
to their consciences by labouring on the Sab-
bath, or resigning their situations, and a very
large number of the employés on railways
are anxious for and would bail as a preclous
boon the Sabbath rest; nor ls it for the
interest of either the company or the public
that conscientious men should be driven from
your service, and their places flled by men
morally reckless.

" But, passing from considerations such as
these, however important, we ask the serioils
attention of the Board to the large number of
congregations in which the public worship
of God is painfully disturbed by the noise and
commotion of passing trains Sabbath after
Sabbath, and that, too, in violation both of
the law of God and the public law of the
Dominion. And we very earnestly and re-
spectfully submit to the members of the Board
that they are personally responsible to God
for what in their official capacity they com-
mand or permit. Moreover, the systematic
carrying on of any form of labour on the
Sabbath exerts a very deadening influence on
the moral and religious sensibilities of the
people at large under whose observation such
labour is performed; and were the bad exam.
ple of railway conpanies in this partieular
followed by the representatives of other in-
dustries, the effect would be the practieai
subversion and abandonment of Christianity
throughout our land ; for without the pres-
ervation of the Sabbath, history proveS
religion cannot sdrvive.

" Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep It
holy. Six days shalt thou labour and do al

844 Sabbath Observance.



Observance. 845

thy work. But the seventhday is the Sabbatl
«of the Lord, thy God: in it thou shalt not do
any work."

This was endorsed by nine churches
as follows:-

" We do hereby, on behalf of the respective
religious bodies which we represent, cordially
endorse the sentiments of the said memorial,
.and earnestly desire to see its objects accom-
plished, regarding as we do the present system
of Sabbath traffic as injurious to the best
interests of our country and the cause of re'
Ugion.

" ToRoNro, Ont., Dec., 1872.
"(Signed), WM. MORLEY PUNSHON, LL.D.,

"Preident of Conference.
'' Wesleyan lethodist Church.

"WILLIAM STEWART, B. A.
Secretary and Superintendena of Missions,

"Baptist Missionary Convention of Cinada.
" JAMES RICHARDSON, D.D.,

"Bhop and General Superintendent of tie
' Methodist Episcopal !hurch of Canada.

"WILLIAM BEE,Secretary of Primitive Methodist Church in
" Canada.

" WILLIAM F. CLARKE,
* Secretary of Congrejational Union of

"British North America.
" S. B. GUNDY,

"Secretaryv o/ the Executive Committee,
" Methodist New Connexion Church.

" JAMES W. RICE,
Secret ery of Conf rence,

"Bible Christian Church."

He found that this memorial
represented the opinion of nine
Protestant Christian bodies in the

-Province of 0.utario. He might addt
that although this memorial was not
endorsed by the Bishops connected
with the Roman Catholic and Episcopal
Churches, he found that letters
sympathyzing with the movement
were distributed by Bishop Bethune of
Toronto and the Bishop of Huron. The
Manager ofthe Great Western Railway,
Mr. Price, in reply to the circular
addressed to that company said:-

" 1 am instructed to inform you in reply,
that the Directors have given this subject
their serions attention, and desire to curtail
the running of trains on the Sabbath Day to
the very smallest limit, but there are reasons
which render it utterly impossible to stop
entirely the train service on Sundays. Since
the establlshm.ent of the Union Pacifie Rail-
road, there harve been two passenger toins

h"3ning between the Paciftc Ocean # the
Wt New York, Boston, and the Atlantic

SCM A 4the East ; hese trains, called the
ractuc and' Atlantic expresses, are the only

enger trains run by this Company on
o4d&y, and it would be as unreasonable fer
àl4O stop the through passengers on thmee

trains in Canada, as it would be- to stop an
Atlantic steamer in the middle of the Atlantic.
During a part of the jou-n'y other dines have
also to perform Sunday service. Lines on the
American side by the Fensylvania Central,
and Lake Shore and Michigan Southern also
perform this continuous service the same as
the Great We-stern Railway and its connect-
ing lines. With regard to the freight business
there is this difficulty (which is, of course,
very mach magnified in the winter), that the
connecting lines, East and West on all through
lines, give contracts for what is called ' time
freight,' to be delivered under a penalty as te
time, between Chicago and New York, in se
many days. Unless the Great Western Rail-
way Company and its connections adopted
the same rules and time as the competing
lines in the States for through freight, we
might as well close the railway altogther, as
traders and merchants would not ship by this
route.

" I would point out to you that, so far as
the subject is within. the power of the
Directors of this Company, every exertion is
used to curtail the operations of the line on
Sabbath Day to the narrowest possible limiss,
and no trains are run for local service.

"Yours faithfully,
"JOSEPH PRICE,

" Secretary Canada Board."

The following was the reply from
Mr. Brydges of the Grand Trunk.

"MANAGiNG DIREcToR's OFFIcE,
" MONTEAL, Feb. 1, 1873. J

"DEAR Sis,-I am duly in receipt of your
letter of the 28th ult, which I will put before
the birectors of this Company at their first
meeting. We dé sire as much as possible tQ
diminish Sunday work .upon the railway, but
I doubt whether it will be possible to do it
entirely. Our intention and object, however,
is to reduce it within the smallest possible
compass, and this object we shall steadily
keep in view.

" I am, yours truly,
" C. J. BRYDGES."

The following was the reply of Mr.
Moberly, Manager of the Northern
Railway:-

"MANAGING DIRECTO'S OrrIci,
" ToRoNTo, Ftb. 3, 1873

" DEAR Sm,-I am duly in receipt of your
letter of the 28th inst., enclosing circula,
relating to the running of trains on the Sab-
bath. I have to state that we decidedly
object to run trains, or allow our men to work
on the Sabbath, except in cases of unavoid
able necesshy. We do net make it a rule. I
shall be glad to present your letter and ciry,
cular to our next Bmrd meeting.

"Yours truly,

" J; W. MOBERLY,
"Mkanaging Direcor."
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The following is the reply from the
Managing Director of the Brockville
and Ottawa'Railway:-

" PREsIDENT's OFICE,
"BRocKvILLE, Feb. 3, 1873. f

" DEAR SiR,-The circular sent me from
your Association bas been duly received.

" In reply, I have to inform you that there
is no work done on this railway on Sunday,
except in cases of absolute necessity.

" Your circular, therefore, does not apply
to this road

"Yours truly,
" H. ABBOTT,

" Managing Director."

The Managing Director of the St.
Lawrence and Ottawa Railway replied
as follows:-

"MANAGING DmIcToR's OFICE,
OTTAWA, Feb. 11, 1873. f

- " MY 1DEAR SIR,-I have to acknowledge
the .receipt of your favour of the 28th ult.,
covering copies of a memorial on the subject
of Sabbath observance. It is my desire to
limit work, in this company's service, on the
Sabbath as much as possible."

The House would observe that the
qnly serious objection which was made.
to do away with Sabbath work upon
railways came from the Great Western
Railway Company. The Managing
Director of that railway was the only
one who condescended to assign reasons
why they had to run trains on Sunday,
and a perfect examination of these rea-
sons might be desirable. The House
would observe that that gentleman said
it would be as unreasonable to stop
through passenger trains on Sunday as
it would be to stop a vessel at sea.
He thought this argument was absurd.
A vessel at sea had no port to run into
and it was bound to prosecute its
voyage, while on board all passenger
vessels Divine service was as much
recognized by passengers on Sabbath
Days as on shore. This could not be
the case with regard to railways, and
when a train left for a destination that
it could not reach without trespassing
on the Sabbath, he could not see why
it could not be compelled to halt at
some station where the passengers
would be allowed to rest on the Lord's
Day. Reasons were given that through
trains on the Pacifie Railway-the
Atlantic and Pacifie Expresses-should
not be stopped on Sunday, but he
thought that passengers from the

Mr. GORDoN.

Pacific Coast if they were overtaken
on the Lord's Day should rest. He
was sure the workmen would desire
rest as well as the passengers. Another
reason was with regard to time freightr
that unless they carried it through
continuously, traffic would be seriously
impeded. This brings the question
down to one of expediency in carrying,
on traffic on the Lord's Day, human.
expendiency placed above divine law.
He was sure that no one who held to-
the divine obligation of the Sabbath
would feel that the reasons here put
forward were powerful enough to
justify any railway company in
carrying out the course they had pur-
sued. He had quoted the opinion of
these Railwaiy Companies. H1e found
on the Northern Railway, where a very
large amount of through traffic was
donc between Toronto and Collingwood,
they were uniform in their rest. If
the steamboat arrived at Collingwood
on Saturday night or Sunday, the
passengers were compelled to romain
over until Monday. This was not the
case with the Great Western R.R. The
Divine law was entirely obligatory and
above human expediency, or it was not.
No individual was allowed by law to
violate the sanc ity of the Sabbath ;
then why should companies claim
special privileges which individuals
had not ? He did not see why
individuals should be permitted to
combine together and set a cause at
defiance which they could not in-
dividually do with impunity.

It being six o'clock the House rose
for recess.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. GORDON in resuming said that
one of the most important points in
regard to the Sunday railroad traffio
was the keeping of the employés at
work during the Sabbath day. A friend
of his had written to him to the effect
that lie had approached some of th&
employés engaged on the Grand Trank
Railway on the subject, and although
they earnestly desired a change which
would allow them to reston the Sevent
Day, they declined to sign a petition
te the louse of Commons, stating that
they would be immediately dismissed
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if they did so. To whom were these
helpless ones to look for aid ? They
could not look to the railroad company
or endeavour to obtain redress without
losing their situations. It was the
duty of the State in regard to the post
office employés, and'those engaged on
the canals and by grasping monopolies,
to step in and see that they shall not
be permitted to do such a thing ;
moreover he maintained and believed
that statesmen and the Government
were entirely responsible for exercising
that oversight on behalf of those who
were helpless and who could notother-
wise receive protection under the law.
ie maintained likewise that the posi-
tion taken by the Great Western Rail-
way Company was not borne out by the
statements of other railway companies.
In the year 1872 a very powerful asso-
ciation banded itself together to look
after the observance of the Sabbath,
and were particularly charged with
influencing the railway companies of
the United States. They issued circulars
asking the railroad companies of the
United States to co-operate with them
in endeavouring to stop as far as possi-
ble the traffic on railways within the
bounds of the Union. The following
was a part of the circular on the
subject:

" The New York Sabbath Committee, in
1858, collected much valuable information in
regard to Sunday trains and Sunday work on
the railroads diverging from the city of New
York.

" The officers addressed upon the subject,
appreciating the design of the Committee,
furnished with promptness and courtesy im-
portant statistics and statements in regard to
their respective roads. The information then
obtained was published in a pamphlet, and
was received by the managers of railroads
and the public generally with much interest.

" The Committee now desire te extend their
investigations to the leading railroads
throughout the country, and they take the
liberty of respectfully solicit'ng information
upon the points named on another page, which
please return with your answer in regard.to
the road with which you are connected.

" The Committee feel less besifation in ask.
Ing for this information from those officially
connected with the management of the roads ;
for they have almost invariably found on their
partan earnest desire to reduce Sunday trains
and abridge Sunday work.

" The general order of President Lincoln te
the army and navy, during the late war, com-
manding that 'Bunday labour in the army
and- navy be reduced to the mesure of strict

necessity,' fairly presents the general senti-
ment of the nation in regard to unnecessary
labour on the Lord's Day.

" It is in the spirit of kindness, and with
the desire to aid the managers of railroads in
efforts to prevent unnecessary work on the
Sabbath, and thereby to promote the welfare
of the community, that the Committee ask for
this information."

The following questions were
appended t> the circular :-

"1. What is the number of passenger4rains
which pass over your road on Sundays ?

" 2. What is the number of Sunday freight
and cattle trains ?

" 3. What number of men have to work a
part or the whole of that day in consequence
of Sunday trains?

" 4. What number of men work on Sunday,
either in the maclhine-shops or repairing the
road ?

" 5. Are Sunday trains a source of profit te
your company ?

"6. Any additional information and sugges,
tions on this general subject which you may
be kind enough to communicate will be grate-
fully received."

The circular was promptly answered
by a hundred and twenty-four
companies and it appeared that the
condition of Sunday traffie was as
follows:-

THE EXTENT OF SUNDAY TRAVEL AND
SUNDAY WORK ON 124 RAILROADS

IN THE UNITED STATES.

"Number of companies which run no Sunday
passenger freight or cattle-trains... 65

"Number of companies which run Sunday pas-
senger or freight and cattle-trains. . 59

" Number of ý'unday passenger-trains run by
these 59 Companies..... ...... ... 177

c Number of Sunday freight and cattle-trains
run by the above Companies...... 42

"Number of men employed on Sundays. . 1,106

This estimate of the number of mon
employed on Sundays is far below the
actual fact, since many companies left
this question unanswered, or stated that
they coiild not answer it with any
degree of accuracy.

To the question whether Sunday
trains are a source of profit the follow-
ing answers were returned:-

" The General Superintendent of the Morris
kr d Essex Railroad (N. J.) writes: ' I can
only suggest that Sunday work, as a rule, daes
not pay.

" The Boston and Providence Railroad:
t Secular work on Sunday is profitable to
nobody-corporations or individuals.

" The Indiantpolis, Peru, and Chicago
Railroad : *They would net be a source of
profit on the road of this company.
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I The Northern Railroad, Boston : ' Do not
think it profitable for the company nor good
for ihe community or the employés to work
or run trains on Sundays '

" The Nashville and Decatur Railroad:
'Regard them as unprofitable to the company
.and d-moralizing to the employes.'

" The Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg
Railroad: 'Never can be to any road, for both
men and machinery need a day of rest.'

" Col. Geo. A. Merrill, Supt. of Rutland, Bur-
lington and Vermont V-illey Railroad, writes:
4 Many years' experience and observation
more and more convince me, as a railroad
man, that even in an economic view there i s
n> more profitable rule for us to ffllow than
4 Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.'

" J. P. Farley, Superintendent et Dt>ubuque
and Sioux City and Dubuque South-Western
Railroad : 'From experience I know that
labourers, mechaiics, managers, &c., wil l do
more work, and do it better, in six days than
in seven. Further, if we habitually ask our
men to break God's law by a desecration of
the Sabbath, it will not be long before they
will br ak his law in other respeots by de-
frauding, &c.'

" S. Ruth, Superintendent of Richmond,
Fre lericksburg and Potomac Railroad: ' I
have long been of the opinion that it is to the
interest of the railroad and steamboat com,
panies to suspend operations on the Sabbatb,
as it demoralizes the men and makes them
reckless, and is the cause of many accidents
1 believe railroad companies would be much
more prosperous if Sunday running was ens
tirely suspended, as I believe there is a Provi,
dence for good in the observance of the Sab-
bath. I suppose there are employed on the
railroads in the United States, in whole or in
part, on the Sabbalith 30,000 men.

" R. B. Dunn, President of Maine Central
Railroad : 'I am pleased to learn that you are
doing so much good, as I know you must be,
while engaged in this noble work of abridging
the labour of employés on the railroads on the
Sabbath. Heaven bless you in this great
work.'

" E. G. Barney, Superintendent of Selma,
Rome and Dalten Railroad : ' In nearly thirty
years' experience on Western and Southern
railroads, I have never found it necessarv to
rua Sunday trains except where connecti ng or
competing lines rendered it so. I think men
perform more work in six days, resting every
seventh, than when they are worked every
day. I also think men are more reliable and
trustworthy on roads where the Sabbath is
observed than where the day of rest is ignored '

" F. McLeod, President of Florida, Atlantic
and Gulf Railr'ad : 'I feel that an individual
osnnot violate the Sabbath with impunity,
neither can a corporation; and nations alike
are responsible for a wanton desecration of the
Sabbath.)

" Hon. Abrakama Murdock, Psesident of
Mobile %nd Ohio BaIlroad : ' There is ne ques
tien relating to the management et railloSds
lai which a greater initerestli tleu by me,
and I am free te conte«s that I do nat beieye

Mr. GORDON.

the running cf Sunday trains is profitable to
the company, and that it is a positive violation
of divine law none can doubt'

I L. J. Fleming, the Superintende t and
Chief Engineer of the saine road, adds: ' My
experience, extending through a third of a
century, in the management of railroads, is
that cessation of labour on Sunday produces a
good moral effect upon the employés and
laborers.

"W. W. Card, Superintendent of Pittsburg,
Cincinnati and 8t. Louis Railroad : uIn my
opinion, Sunday trains anl 8unday work of all
kinds should be discouraged. It is demoral,
izing, and men engaged six days -of the week
need Sunday for rest.'

" E. B. Phill'ps, President of Michigan
Southern and Northern Indiana Railroad:
' We are satisfied that (leaving all moral con,
siderations out of the question) it is for the
interest of the company to allow our em,
ployés the rest of the Sabbath.'

" J. Durand, General Superintendent of Lit%
tle Miami, Columbus and Xenia Railroads:
' It is, in my judgment, gravely to be feared
that the want of cessation from labour on the
canals, railroads and steamboat lines of the
country on the Sabbath has a tendency to de,
grad, thé tone of morals in the commnunity;
yet less censure can attach to those men who
are compelled to labour for their daily bread
than to owners and employer, who require
the service to be performed.'

i E. F. Drake, President of Minnesota Val-
leyRailroad: 'As a general rule, men ofgood
morals, and particularly men of any r ligious
character, who would take employment which
would require the habitual violation of the
Sabbath, would prove unfaithful and unreli-
able servants. Those who may disregard the
Sabbath as a divine institution w Il admit that
in all business matters and employments the
rest of the seventh day is needful for the men.
tal, moral and physical n'cessities of man.'

4 Frederick Watts, Pr' sident of Cumberland
Valley Railroid: ' Several years ago, under a
contract with the Government to carry the
mails, our company ran passenger-traint on
Sunday. For the last ten years all work on
our road and in our shops has been prohibited;
and my experience is, that nothing more
highly conduces te the health and working
powers of the employés than their rest from
labour on Sunday. And, in my judgment,
there is a .corresponding advantage to the
Company itself'

" W B yth, Superintendenit of Alexandria,
Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad, Va.: ' We
take pleasure in answering that this company
bas never run a Sunday train. Our people
have no desire for them, nr can w >see auy
advantage in or any necessity for running
them. There is not one in ten thousand of
those who would travel on the Lord'. Day who
could not as well arra go to go on $ataiWy
or Monday'
. ($ Bobrt Harris, General Superintendent of
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Bailroad4:
' Apart from the religious view of avoiding
work 94 Swaday, we are cogvlnced thaa 74r
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lief from the necessity of working and watch-
ing lengthens our lives and makes them more
11seful and valuable, and that it is no hardship
npon any one to force them to tarry on their
journey that day.' "

Such was the opinion of a large num-
ber of men who had great experience
in railroad work. lHe hoped it was of
such a nature as would go far to coun-
terbalance the view expressed by those
who were directly interested, simply
because they made money by it, in
violating the Sabbath and disturbing
the peace of the community. Apart
from the moral aspect of the question
ho maintained the right of the people
to demand that the Sabbath should be
<bserved on the leading railways of
the country. In the first place, the
men employed on such lines were on-
titled to a day of rest. It was a God-
given right which no company should
have the power to take away from
them. It was to the interest of those
corporations that they should have a
faithful class of servants. How could
they expect, when they asked their
employés to violate the fourth com-
mandment, they would long observe
the eighth ? H1e also maiitained that
the security of property throughout
which railroads pass, dem inded that
trains should not ruan on the Sabbath
Day. If any company was permitted
to set at naught the law, he asked on
what grounds can they justly com-
plain if they themselves suffered from
violations of the law ? Railroad pro-
perty would be worthless if we had not
a law abiding population. Again he
asked how many accidents take place
because of the weariness of those em-
ployé; who have not had a seventh
day of rest? There had been many
accidents from this cause. Then,
with regard to the large number of
classes who were disturbed by Sunday
traffic, it must be remembered not only
railroad employés themselves, but
large numbers along the lino were
prevented from enjoying the rest of
the Sabbath. For instance, drivers of
omnibuses and carriages, hotel keepers
and post office employés had to take
Part in the violation of the Lord's Day.
This was a question which interested
ail classes, and was not advocated
merely by straight-laced individuals.
In ail the leading oountries of the

word, the Sabbath has been held in
high esteem, and its observance bas
been advocated not only by clergymen
and professedly religious people, but
by men holding high positions in every
calling.

Ie found that Lord Macaulay, a
man against whom a charge of being
a fanatic or enthusiast could not at all
lie, said:-" If the Sunday had not
" been observed as a day of rest, dur-
"ing the last three centuries, I have
"not the smallest doubt thatwe should
"have been at this mouent a poorer
"and less civilized people than we
"are." He would also read the follow-
ing opinions, which were worthy of
consideration :-

"Count Montalembert: ' There is no religion
without worship, and no worship without the
Sabbath.'

"Sir Matthew Hale: ' The more faithfully he
applied himself to the duties of the Lord's Day
the more happy and successful was his business
during the week.'

"Blackstone : 'A corruption of morals usually
follows the profanation of the Sabbath.'

"Adam Smith : 'The Sabbath, as a political
institution, is of inestimable value, independ-
ently of its claim to Divine authority.'

"Lord Kames: 'Sunday is a day of account,
and a candid account every seventh day is the
best preparation for the great day of account.'

"William Wilberforce: 'I can truly declare,
that to me the Sabbath bas been invaluable.'

"Sir Walter Scott: 'Give to the world one
half of Sunday, and you will find that religion
bas no stronghold on the other. Pass the
morning at church, and the evening, accord-
ing to your taste or rank, in the cricket-field
or the opera, and you will soon find thoughts
ot the evening hazards and bets intrude tliem-
selves on the sermon, and the recollections of
the popular melody interfere with the Psalms.'

"S. T. Coleridge: 'I feel as if God had, by
giving the Sabbath, given fifty-two springs in
the year.'

" Isaac Taylor: ' A Sunday given to the
soul, is the best of all means of refreshment
to the mere intellect.

"Justice McLean: 'Where there is no Chris-
tian Sabbath there is no morality: and without
this free institutions cannot long be sustained.'

"Attorney-General Bates: ' The religious
character of an institution so ancient, so sacred,
so lawful and so necessary to the peace, the
comfort and the respectability of society,
ought alone he sufficient for its protection :
but. that failing, surely the laws of the land,
made for its account, ought to be as strictly
enforced as the laws for the protection of per-
sons and property. [f the Sunday laws be
neglected and despised, the laws of person and
property will soon share their fate, and be
equally disregarded.'

"Willard Parker, M.D., New York Oity: 'The
Sabbath must be observed as a day of rst
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This I do not state as an opinion, but knowing it
has its foundation upon a law in man's nature
asfixed as that he must take food or die.'

" John Richard Farre, M. D., of London:
'As a day of rest I view the Sabb tth as a day
of comoensation for the inadequate restorative
power of the body under continued labour and
excitement. One day in seven, by the bounty
of Providence, is thrown in as a day cf com-
pensation, to perfect by its repose the animal
system.'

" John C. Warren, M.D., Professor in the
Medical College of Harvard University: 'So
far as my observation extends, those who are
in the habit of avoiding worldly cares on the
Sabbath are those most remarëable for the
perfeet performance of their duties during the
week. I have a firm belief that such persons
are able to do more work and to do it in a
better manner, in six days, than if they worked
the whole seven.' "

Looking back on what he had
advanced, he would briefly draw
attention to these points:-In the first
place he had established throughout
the Provinces constituting the Domin-
ion, as regarded post-office work, that a
great divergence of practice obtained,
some post offices being entirely closed
by permission, while others were kept
open by command, the strong arm of
the law being brought to bear upon
employès compelling them to violate
a certain portion of the Lord's Day.
Also as far as canals were concerned,
that many of them were kept open,
occasioning a vast amount of desecra-
tion, to the detriment of the men so
engaged, and of all good morals in the
vicinity; and with reference to rail-
ways, lie hoped that he had made out a
case, giving not only his own opin-
ions, which were of very small weight,
but putting against the doctrine ad-
vanced by the Great Western Railway
the views of many prominent men of
long experience, who had been engaged
in the same traffic, and who certified
in the most positive manner that the
running of railways on Sunday was not
necessary, while the abstention from
it was of great benefit to the com-
panies and employés, and the more
profitable in the long run.

One word in conclusion. le desired
that the Government which directed
the affairs of this vast Dominion would
seriously lay this matter to heart, and
ensure, as far as lay in theirpower, the
strict observance of the Lord's Day
throughout the length and breadth of
the land,; for this all the right-thinking
people, and of the varions religious

Mr. Goanox.

communities of this country, would
demand of them and insist upon it
until they had attained their object.

He was quite aware that a consider-
able diversity of opinion existed with
regard to our Roman Catholic friends,
as to their mode of observing the Sab-
bath, and hon. members would observe
that bis remarks had entirely related
to public works, having no relation to
private observance. He believed that
this latter was a matter wholly within
the jurisdiction of individuals as be-
tween them and their God, in which
no legislature could properly interfere ;
but this he did maintain, that so far as
the protecting power of the State could
extend to the helpless, the down-trod-
den and the oppressed, who were
under the heel of grasping, greedy and
money-making monopolies, it was its
duty to step in and afford that protec-
tion which such persons had a right to
demand. So far as our Roman Catholic
citizens were concerned, he held that
while Protestants were ready to admit
their claim to tenderness of conscience
regarding certain days which Protest-
ants did not observe, they should
exercise the same mutual forbearance,
towards Protestants in this relation,
bearing in mind that throughout the
Dominion the latter had a most ten-
der regard to the observance of the
Sabbath Day, believing that it was a
divine institution which no man had a
right to wrest from the meanest subject
in the Queen's Domains. This being
the case, Protestants asked that no
opposition should be made by these
gentlemen or any others to their
earnest desire in this regard. He knew
that he had a difficult subject to
advocate before the House ; but
lie felt that this it was his
duty to do, in view of the comparative
youth of this great Dominion ; for
while we were seeking to lay the
foundations of a great future, we
should also endeavour to plant and
imbed in our Constitution that which
would bear good fruit. Such had been
the result in the past, for- people who
had observed the Sabbath, being guided
by reverence for God's Command-
ments, occupied a high position in the
@cale of nations.

In consequence he moved, seconded
by Mr. Goudge, that the fouse, do
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resolve itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the following resolu-
tions:

" 1. That the interest of public morality and
the physical well-being of all classes of the
community alike render it desirable and neces-
sary that there should be a strict and uniform
observance of the Lord's Day on all public
works which are under the control of the
Dominion Government.

"2. That in the conduct of Government
surveys and explorations, Government em-
ployés should be enjoined to abstain from the
prosecution of labour on the Lord's Day.'

"3. That in the opinion of this House there
should be an entire closing and cessation of
labour on all canals, railways and other public
works which are under the control of the
Dominion Government, during the twenty-four
hours comprehended in the Lord's Day-save
and except only such services as may be of
absolute and unavoidable necessity."

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE statId that
with the views expressed by his
hon. friend from North Ontario,
regarding the advisability of ob-
serving the Lord's Day as a day of
rest and of worship, he was entirely
agreed ; but as to the power of
this House, or of any Parliament, to
enforce that observance in the manner
that his hon. friend had mentioned,
in accordance with the conscientious
seruples of the hon. gentleman, and of
many who thought with him, there
might be room for serious divergence
of opinion. Before, however, making
any general remarks on the motion
which the hon. gentleman had so ably
submitted to the Iouse, he must
express his astonishment with reference
to one of his statements that there had
been a systematic and continued
violation of the Sabbath Day by the
force employed by Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment, in determining the boundary
between the United States and North-
Vest Territories. He had only to say

that if this was correct he had heard
nothing of it, no representations
whatever had been made to the Admin-
istration on the subject, and it seemed
to him incomprehensible why an
officer of rank in Her Majesty's Army
should have devoted himself to such
labours upon the Sabbath, as it
had not beer required of him
by this Government, nor he
was sure, by any commands of the
Imperial Cabinet. He felt, moreover,
certain that his hon. friend had not
been correctly informed on the subject.

So far as he knew no labour had been
performed on Sunday by any of the
parties engaged either in the Pacifie
Railroad surveys or in other public
works under Government control, and
he was not at all sure that many of the
public servarts were particularly
anxious to work for seven days in the
week, when they were allowed to get
off with six. In his own experience,
indeed. he had not found any particular
anxiety on their part to labour, even
during these six. No Minister, no
Government and no public official
having charge of others, would, he was
certain, desire to be employed during
the seven days. With regard to
the great public highways, as his
hon. friend had stated, the Lachine,
Cornwall and Welland Canals wero al.
together closed on Sundays. On the
Beauharnois, St. Ann's, St. Ours and
Williamsburg Canals the locks were
seldom used, however, on the Sabbath
Day. Now, the closing of many of the
canals was not a subject of legislation
with us at all; the Government might
require all their servants, of course, to
abstain from opening the locks under
any circumstances, but occasions have
arisen when it became almost a necessity
for vessels to pass through, as when
they had perishable goods on board and
the weather was i ery hot, making a de-
tention of twenty-four hours a very
serious matter. Then the question
frequently arose-and it was before
the Government at the present moment
-whether vessels should be stopped in
the course of a long journey. There
were fully twenty-one steamers, for
instance, plying regularly between the
city of Montreal and the city of
Chicago. Two days and a half's jour-
ney takes them to the Welland Canal.
They reach there at eleven or half-past
eleven Saturday and are detained until
Monday perhaps at the mouth of the
canal. Some of those vessels take a
large number of passengers aboard, and
at the places where they are required
to stop there are probably no facilities
for their attendance at church. Re-
presentations had been made to the
Government that the detention of these
passenger steamers Lad been a fruit-
fui source of local disturbance froin
disorderly crews and passengers not so
pionsly inclined as his friend from
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North Ontario. Owners claim that
their vessels are stopped at the middle
of their voyage. The canal is the only
means of navigation between Lake On-
tario and Lake Erie,and when once they
are fairly on their journey they reach
the Detroit River at the end of the
third day, and they pass up that river
to River St. Clair. The passage of
those steamers on the waters of the
rivers was quite as offensive as the
passage of railway trains on the banks,
and perhaps if anything more annoying
to worshipers in churches. In the
church in which he worshipped at home
the congregation were greatly annoyed
by the whistles of passing steamers.
They had no control over vessels
navigating the rivers, while they, or
some other parties, had control over the
trains passing over land. It was
held they should be required to anchor
in the river or canal as the case may
be. These representations were inces-
santly made to the Government, but it
was a matter of great difficulty to
regulate the observance of the Sabbath
Day on the part of the commercial and
travelling public. On one or two occa-
sions, recently, vessels had been per-
mitted to pass up the canal on the
Lord's Day, but each timue the captain
and crew were arrested under the
Local Law for breaking the Sabbath.
This was a matter entirely in the hands
of the Provincial Legislature, and
therefore the hon. gentleman had wisely
cogfined his resolutions to what the
Government might fairly be held to
control, namely, that there should be
universal observance of the Lord's Day
on the public works of the Dominion.
The Government did enforce that now,
and such had been tie policy, he
presumed, of all Administrations-to
give the rest of the Sabbath to all their
employés. The next resolution was :

"T hat in the conduct of Government sur-
veys and explorations, Government employés
should be enjoined to abstain fron the prose-
cution of their labour on the Lord's Day."

If it was thought necessary to enjoin
this upon them, there was not the
slightost objection, but it appeared un-
neeessary. The third resolution was :

" That in the opinion of this House there
should be an entire elosing and cessation of
labour on aIl Canah, Railways and other Pub-
lie Works wbich are under the control of the

HQn. Mr. MACKzNZIE.

Dominion Government, during the twenty-
four hours comprehended in the Lord's Day-
save and except only such service as may be
of absolute and unavoidable necessity."

So far as the Dominion railways are
concerned, there was, for instance, a
train that leaves St. John at six
o 'lock in the evening and arrives at
Halifax about eight or nine next
morning. It leaves Halifax on Satur-
day evening in the same way and
reaches St. John early Sunday morn-
ing , The question arose whether this
was, within a reasonabie sense of the
word, a violation of the obser-
vance of the Sabbath. His hon.
friend thougbt the observance should
commence and end at midnight; others
regarded it not in that strictly literail
sense,&as only being required during
dayligit, so far as public manifesta-
tions were concerned, and that trains
ought not to be stopped at points
where it is impossible for passengers
to get accommodation. Again, some
looked upon the observance of the
Lord's Day as one altogether of a per-
sonal nature-that everyone should
satisfy himself-and the well-known
words of our Savieur, " The Sabbath
was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath," a considerable number inter-
preted to mean that its observance in
the sense of absolute cessation of
labour for the twenty-four hours does
not conform to the letter or spirit of
the Divine author. The Dominion
Government, however, had only to see
that no unnecessary work was per-
formed in the works under their own
control. It would be remembered
that the Municipal Act of Upper
Canada or Ontario provided that the
Council of every city and town might
pass by-laws for enforcing the due
observance of the Sabbath according
to law, which was still the law under
the new regime. The 22 Vie.,
passed in 1859, " An Act to prevent
the profanation of the Lord's Day in
Upper Canada," after providing that
no business should be prosecuted,
exempted steamers carrying Her
Majesty's mails, from the penalty that
might be imposed by anyLegislature.
A large number of petitions had been
presented to the Government fromi
bwners of vessels in the United
States ports complaining of the
closing of the Welland Cani
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on Sunday and praying that it should
be opened, or if closed it should only
be during the hours of divine worship.
These matters occasioned a very great
deal of difficulty. It was desirable
that vessels passing from one port 200
or 300 miles east of the canal to ports
several hundred miles west, should not
be stopped on their way, and it was
equally important to us that while
there should be no unnecessary stop-
page, that all employés engaged on
these works should have the oppor-
tunity of gaining that rest which is
requisite, and of worshipping on the
Sabbath Day as they ought. On the
other hand it was known, that while
the canal was opened it imposed no
additional labour on the part of the em-
ployés, as that was provided in' addi-
tion. It was the public policy of the
Government and Parliament that those
works should be shut except in cases
of necessity, such as indicated when
vessels might be required to pass
through to avoid serious loss not con-
templated at the beginning of the jour-
ney. He did not see what the hon.
member had to gain by going into
Committee and passing those resolu-
tions, which no one seriously objected
to, but which after all merely af-
firmed a truism and a policy already
in existence. All lie had to say with
regard to special abuses was that the
Government would endeavour when
their attention was called to any to
have them rectified. He expressed
his hope and belief that his hon. friend
would' give some authority for the
statement with reference to the
Boundry Survey, or else it might be
presumed that he must have been mis-
informed on the subject, as it was
scarcely creditable to any large bodies
of employés that they should be
accused of having deliberately and
systematically violated the sanctity of
the Lord's Day when they were not
required to do so by the Govern-
ment employing them. He hoped
also, having obtained this discussion
and having elicited as far as the
Government was concerned an expres-
sion of opinion in favour of his own
vews, his hon. friend would not find
it nleessary to prosecute the matter
further by asking the flouse to resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole
to consider this resolution.

Mr. CHRISTIE said he wished to-
express bis hearty approi'al of the-
resolution before the House. The
-county which he represented had long
complained of the desecration of the
Lord's Day by the opening of the
canals, and they had petitioned fre-
quently against it. The hon. gentle-
man who then represented the county
succeeded in getting the canals closed
during a portion of the Sat bath, whieh
was a step iii the right direction and a
partial remedy of the evil complained
of. Eut it was desirable that the sanc-
tity of the Lord's Day should be ob-
served as closely as posmible. He did
not think it would at all interfere with
trade ; on the contrary it would be a
benefit to it, and would contribate
to the prosperity of the Dominion.
Ho considered that the due observance
of the Sabbath was essential to the
physical well-being of the people, and
those who observed the Lord's Day
and abstained from work would live
longer and accomplish more labour
than those who worked every day of
the week. He quoted from a medical
authority to prove that a strict obser-
vance of the Sabbath added seven
years to a man's life. le would ex-
press an earnest hope that the Min-
isters and members of this House
would give the matter their serious
consideration that the necessary steps
might be taken to secure a strict and
uniform observance of the Lord's Day
throughout the public works of the
Dominion.

Mr. BROUSE said it appeared to
him that if vessels going up lake Ontario
and through the Welland Canal were
tied up in that canal during the Sab-
bath, where the men were allowed to
leave the boat and frequent groggeries
and hotels and get drunk, it would be
far botter to allow vessels to pass along
and have their crews under the control
of their captains. He argued that the
Sabbath should be properly observed ;
but let any person pass through the
canals on the Lord's Day on one of the
Northern Transportation Company's
vessels and they would find that if the
vessel were tied up at Port Dalhousie
or Port Colborne,it would be almost im-
possible to get her in operation again sa
that she could pass on her voyage on
Monday forenoon. Instead of 24
hours' delay they would fmd that 30
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hoi-s were lost, and the men would
not be in a·fit condition, from the many
tem 1)tations along the shore, to per-
form their work. He thought this
was a strong argument in favour of
permitting vessels to continue their
voyage. Another point was the fact
that the Welland Canal was only a
small link in the navigation of the
lakes, and when vessels were detained
for 24 hours it was not only a great
drawback to the trade, but it increased
the cost of transporting grain. The
canals in the United States that com-
pete with the Welland Canal were open
every Sabbath, and men who had in-
vested large sums of money in carry-
ing grain between Chicago and Mon-
treal would lose a great deal of money
if vessels were not permitted to pass
along on the Sabath day, under the
control of their respective comman-
ders. The loss from a sailing vessel being
tied up was from $35 to $40 per day,
while that of a steamer was from $120
to $200 per day; and when they would
be detained 48 hours, owing to the
carousi ng of their crews over Sunday.
he thought they should not be prevent-
ed from continuing their voyage by the
closing of the canals on the Sabbath
day.

Mr. DEVLIN said the question un-
der discussion was no doubt of conside-
rable importance; and as he concurred
in many of the remarks of the mover
of the resolution, it had occurred to
him it would be well to point ont to
this hon. Flouse that while they were
attempting to deal with the observance
of the Sabbath on public works at a
distance, they might perhaps look
nearer home. He believed some two
or three years ago Parliament p.ro-
hibited, as far as it could prohibit, the
sale of intoxicating liquors in the Com-
mons portion of these buildings, al-
though they did not pass a prohibitory
liquor law,in order to meet the views of
their temperance friends. If the canals
should be closed on Sunday and the
public works suspended, why not close
this Chamber on the Sabbath? Why
not pass a law to close the club on
Sunday? He sometimes came to this
louse on Sunday, not to do work,

but just to see who were at work on
Sabbath, and se@ how many saints
were here writing business letters and

Mr. B"ousE.

Observance.

correspondence. During the very hours
that service was going on they could
be seen writing business letters in this
House. If they went in for strict ob-
servance of the Sabbath, why not
close this Chamber on Sunday, so
that there would be no tempt-
ation to prevent the members
from attending divine service, and
close the club also. le contended that
any strict observer of the Sabbath
would be shocked to see the number of
members who came here to work on
Sunday ; therefore, concurring in the
motion of the hon. gentleman, he con-
tended that if they were sincere in
this matter let the order go forth that
these doors be closed on Sunday so
that the messengers and clerks could
go to church. Close the Library and
every other room in the building, ex-
cept those allowed to the Speaker.

An Hon. Gentleman-Where would
we spend Sunday?

Mr. DEVLIN said in church of
course. He thought it as well, too,
it should go abroad to the country that
while they had three or four pions
gentlemen in this Chamber, the con-
stituencies should also know that there
are representatives among them who
were really hard working men on the
Sabbath day.

Mr. MACDONNELL (Inverness)
said he llt astonished at the revel-
ations of the hon. member who had
just sat down. He asked if any hon.
gentleman belonging to this Flouse
actually came here to perform work,
the work of the country, or any other
work on the Sabbath Day. He hoped
the hon. gentleman was only joking.

Mr. OLIVER said he desired to cor-
rect a statement of the hon. gentleman
who moved the resolution. It was
stated by the hon. gentleman that the
post offices along the line of the Great
Western Railway were compelled to
deliver and receive mails on Sundy.
He thought that this was a mistake as
there -were no mails carried on that
road on Munday. The last mail of the
week was delivered on Saturday going
to the West, and a last mail to the East
passed through to its destination and
out of the Province before Sunday
morning. lie would state, however,
that the amount of traffic upon that
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road was almost as great on Sunday as
.on any other day of the week. There
were two passenger trains every day,
one from the East and one from the
West, and he had seen in the course of
an hour four or five different freight
trains pass from the East to the West
eonveying empty cars to be ready for
Monday. He knew that the people
living along the line were very much
annoyed by the traffic that was con-
ducted on it on Sunday, and if it were
possible to put a stop to it it would be
a satisfaction to them. But he did not
know that it was in the power of this
Government or of the LocalGovernment
to put a stop to such traffie. He would
remark that the statement of his hon.
friend from Montreal Centre should
not be allowed to go abroad unex-
plained. -He knew that there were a
great many gentlemen here who had
families in distant parts of the country,
.and they came here, in all probability,
after service in the afternoon, to write
letters to home, and when the hon.
gentleman from Montreal Centre saw
them engaged at their desks they were
engaged in corresponding with their
families. The recommendation that
the Library of the House should be
closed lie objected to. Where would
the members spend their Sabbath
afternoons? Would the hon. gentle-
man have them loafing about hotels
and in their bed rooms when they
could obtain books with which to im-
prove their minds? It would be in
tolerable to live in a city of this kind
during Session if they were shut out
from the Library on Sabbath.

Mr. SMITII (Peel) said the injurious
effeet of the stoppage of vessels from
going through the Welland Canal had
been referred to, and he supposed in
carrying Out the same argument
that the stoppage of the the rail-
ways would have the same effect.
le had no doubt that if the Govern-
ment consented to allow the Wel-
land Canal to be open on Sunday
that double the number of vessels
would go through it. He considered
that the thanks of the House were due
to the hon. gentleman for bringing this
motion before them. They wanted
to know really where the autho-
rity in this matter lay, whether
it was with the Local or the Federal

Parliament. They were told by the
Premier that the Local Governments
had control of this matter. le wished
to state that in Ontario the Local
Government had endeavoured to enforce
the local statute and had been unable
to do it. Again and again Grand
Trunk employés had been fined, but
the company had paid the fines, and
the men were put to work again
immediately. The company had in
other ways violated that statute, and
there was no doubt a very large
portion of the public desired to know
with whom the jurisdiction lay.

Mr. GORDON said the hon. gentle-
man at the head of the Government
had expressed surprise that lie should
have made the statement he had made
as regarded the carrying out, of the
Boundary Survey, and had wisbed him
to state his authority, or else
withdraw it. He was sure lie would
not have made the charge had he not
believed it to be true. lis authority was
a nephew of his own who accompanied
the survey, who said that from the
first no Sabbath or religious observances
were regarded, that the work was
carried on continuously throughout the
seven days. That was his authority
for that statement. As to the state-
ment 01 his hon. friend, the memberfor
Grenville, in regard to the undesir-
ability of detaining vessels at the mouth
of the Welland Canal, and the evils that
flowed out of that practice, he denied
that such would be the case. Ie
thought he had adduced sufficient
testimony to prove that the contrary
was the result, and he desired to know
whetheri mere opinions were to be put
against the eczperiene of practical men.
It was the first time he had even heard
that harm could result from giving
the men on these boats an oppor-
tunity to hear the gospel preach-
ed. It was well known that the
Young Mens' Christian Association
in Ontario had made ample provision
for the spirit.ual requirements of those
men, and he trusted they would con-
tinue to have an opportunity of enjoy-
ing those advantages on the Sabbath.
With reference to the statement of the
bon. member for Oxford, he was glad
to find he was not in error. He stated
that the Great Western Railroad did
not deliver mails on the Sabbath, and
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that was an additional reason why the
law should apply to the Grand Trunk.
With regard to the request of the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Govern-
ment that he should withdraw the re-
solution, ho would say that he believed
that the religions people throughout
the Dominion would not be content
with the answer the bon. gentleman
had given. He had received no pro-
mises from the hon. gentleman to set
matters right, cither in regard to the
post offices or the canals. He could
not see how any scrious loss would
follow the observance of the divine
laws. The bon. gentleman's explan-
ation

Hon. Mr. MACKENZr-E-It was not
an explanation ; it was a correction.

Mr. GORDON said he thought the
remark'made by the bon. gentleman
in this particular was uncalled for. H1e
had endeavoured to avoid personalities
and personal affairs, and to deal with
the subject on broad principles. He
would reiterate that the large religious
community of the Dominion had this
matter at heart, and he was not satis-
fied, as mover of the resolutions, to
withdraw unless the Government was
prepared to accept the entire responsi-
bility of this course.

Mr. CURRIER hoped the Govern-
ment would not be induced to give the
terms demanded of them. He regarded
it as more advisable to let the boats go
through the canals than to detain them,
and give the boatmen an opportunity
of visiting the groggeries along the
shore. In regard to the remarks of
the hon. member for Argenteuil re-
specting the Carillon and Grenville
Canal, great inconven.ence result-
ed frorn the adoption of the resolu-
tion of his predecessor preventing
the vessels from going throngh the
canal on Sunday; and if that were
done now boats would accumulate at
each end, and it would take all Mon-
day and 'Tuesday before the canal
would be clear at both ends. He
was sure there was no one more
desirous to see the Sabbath day kept
holy than himself, but he could recog-
nize the inconvenience and loss it
would be to the publie to adopt such a
resolution as this.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)
thought it would be a very great ca-

Mr. GORDON.

lamity for this House to divide on a
question of this kind and decide in the
negative. He had listened carefully
to the explanations of the Premier,
and they were satisfactory to his mind,
The hon. mover of this resolution hav-
ing put his views so clearly before the
liouse and brought out so many points
that were excellent in themselves,
should, after the assurance given by
the Premier, withdraw his motion for
the present. It was quite too late in
our day to discuss the benefits aris-
ing from the Sabbath Day. Nations
become great only in proportion as
they observe it. Scotland is what she
is to-day, chiefly because of the manner
in which the Sabbath day is observed,
and her sons wherever found are what
they are chiefly from the way in which
they have been taught to regard
that day. There were many objec-
tions raised to this resolution, how-
ever, which lie would hesitate to say
were wrong. With regard to perisha-
ble goods passing through canals, he
thought it would not be a sound thing
to detain a cargo with the conscious-
ness that detention might eventuate in
loss. The mover of the resolution had
spoken about the 3,000 employés of
the post office that were kept away
firom places of worship on the Sabbath
day. That should be rectified. He
understood the Premier to say that
any representations that might be
made to the Government would be
entertained. As one doing a large
business-and lie could speak for other
business men-he had never taken a
letter out of the post office on the
Sabbath day, and he was sure he had
lost nothing by it. He declared, and
could prove it, that the man who
devoted himself to secular matters on
the Lord's Day was a fool and would
live to find it out.

Mr. YOUNG joined in the hope that
this motion would not be pressed to a
division. From what the Premier had
said, lie took it the amount of work
donc on our public works was com-
paratively little, but he was aware
that on many lines of railway a strong
disposition had been manifested ofiate
to pay no respect to the Sabbath Day.
,The 0reat Western of late had run a
large number of freight trains on
Sundays, and on the Welington, Grey
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and Bruce, on which formerly it waý
a rare thing to see a train run the
Seventh Day, there was now an aver
age of four every Sabbath. lowever
ho was satisfied with the Premier's ex
planations and assurances, and hoped
the motion would be withdrawn.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) sympathized
very much indeed with the position of
the hon. member for North Ontario,
who was actuated by the best motives.
After the assurances of the Premier,
however, that the influence of the
Government would be used to secure a
better observance of the Sabbath, lie
ought to be satistied and withdraw the
resolution.

Mr. GORDON said that in view of
the general promise given by the
Premier that the Government would
do whatever was in their power to
botter this question, ho would withdraw
his motion for this time. In the event
of this promise not being fulfilled, he
would renew the agitation at a future
Session.

The motion was withdrawn.

ST. CHARLES AND ST. JOSEPH DE LEVIS
RAILROAD.

Mr. BLANCHET moved an Ad-
dress to lis Excellency the Governor
General for copies of any communica-
tion, report of engineers or other
parties, relating to the construction of
a Brunel Lino of Railway from St.
Charles, County of Bellechase, to St.
Joseph de Lévis. He said this was not
the first time this question had been
brought before the House. It had
been discussed some years ago at the
beginning of Confederation, when the
Act was passed for the construction of
the Intercolonial Railay. The terminus
of the latter road had been fixed at
Riviere du Loup, but it was because
the Grand Trunk had a branch to that
place. Some years ago the engineers
of the Grand Trunk Company survey-
ed and reported favourably upon the
branch line from St. Charles to St.
Joseph de Levis. The cost was
estimated at $200,000. The Grand
Trunk would be ready to come to some
arrangement with the Government for
that part of their road from Riviere du
Loup to Quebee, without which the
Intereolonial Railway would be incom-
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plete. In reply to the hon. member
for Rimouski some time ago, the Pre-
mier had stated the Government had
no fixed policy on the subjeet at the
moment. He was sure when the In-
tercolonial was completed, the Govern-
ment would see the necessity of doing
something to secure for it the large
traffic which would follow the contrue-
tion of that branch, and which would
save a distance of 25 miles. It was
very important that the Government
should take this matter into considera-
tion. When the North Shore Railroad
would be completed this branch would
be a necessity.

Mr. FRECHETTE said ho had also
given a notice on this subject, but this
of the hon. member from Bellechasse-
had precedence. The motion now
before the House brought up a
matter entirely beyond the jurisdiction
of the Federal Parliament.

His (Mr. Fréchette's) motives were
to ascertain whether any step had been
taken, or suggestion made by the hon.,
member for Bellechasse to induce the
late Government to make this projected
line of railway a continuation of the
Intercolonial, and thus secure to Point.
Levis the advantage of the terminus of
this important road. In consequence-
of what ho had heard on the hustings,
the hon. gentleman would admit that
his curiosity was quite natuiral. Viewed
in t hat light, this lino became national
in lieu of a local enterprise, and fell
within the purview of the louse. le
hoped that sooner or later, and the
sooner the better, the Government
would adopt this course, and that the
Intercolonial would never be consid--
ered complote until it connected Que-
bec with the Maritime Provinces. He
trusted that this would be done as soon
as the financial position of the country
would admit.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that,
there was little use in adopting th&-
motion, inasmuch as there were no
such reports, lie believed, to be
presented. lie was. not aware of
any survey of that kind having been
effected by the laite Government.
They were quite conscious of theo
importance of seeuring a short cut
to the river from the Riveiere du Loup
Branch of the Grand Trunk, but at the-
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same time other means at present
existed of reaching the river, although
by a route some nine or ten miles
longer than that which the hon. gentle-
man proposed. This would probably
bave to be done, but they were not
now desirous of expending more money
than they could help on public works.
They wished to avoid any expense
not absolutely necessary, and therefore
they did not propose to take any steps
in building the branch line to which
reference was made. While he freely
admitted its desirability in the trade
interests of the Lower Provinces, he
would remark in the meantime a pro-
visional arrangement with the Grand
Trunk prevailed in this relation,
advantageous and occasioning them no
loss. le supposed that the hon. gen-
tleman would drop the motion, as there
were really no papers which could be
brought down.

Hon. Mr. LA NÏ4EVIN said that four
,or five years ago ihe hon. member for
Bellechasse had sýpoken to him about
this m at ter, aid he had caused enquiry
to be made. He entered into com-
munication with the then Manager of
the Grand Trunk Railway,Mr. Brydges,
and it was understood that a survey
should be secured, and an exploration
take place on this branch. Mr. Brydges
thought that this would be important,
as was also admitted by the Minister
of Publie Works. It took place, and
plans were prepared. le did not know
whether the latter and the report of
the engineer of the Grand Trunk Rail-
way Company were now in the office
of the Public Works Department, but
they had existed, and some six or
eight months ago the late Manager of
the Grand Trunk had written to him
to learii whether the plans or reports
were in his possession, as they could
not be found. He had answered that
they were not, and that they must be in
the Public Works Department. They
might have been, however, destroyed
when a ortion of the Grand Trunk
workshd been burned at Montreal. -Re
assured the hon. gentleman that the
motien was brought before and taken
into consideration by the late Govern-
ment. Of course the report and plans
were not acted upon-they were made
in,1873 ifhe was not mistaken-but the
late Administration had been deeply

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

impressed with the desirability of
having the work in question per-
formed.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET -Perhaps
the Premier will allow my motion to
be carried. In the meantime the papers
may be discovered.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Oh ! cer-
tainly.

The motion was carried.

THE SLATE INDUSTRY.

Mr. AYLMER moved for an Or-
der ofilouse for are turn ofroofing slate
and other manufactured slate imported
into Canada during the present year
from the United States.

le thought that an explanation was
due to the House; and at the same
he truted that he would succeed in
enlisting their sympathy in fa-
vour of one of our struggling indus-
tries. As hon. members were probably
aware we had large deposits ofslate in
almost every Province of the Dominion,
though he was not aware that any of
them, save in the Eastern Townships,
and more particularly in his own con-
stituency, had been developed to
any extent. The band of slate in
his constituency stretched from one
portion of it to the boundary
line ; and for both quality and
quantity, lie presumed that it was
unsurpassed by any in any part of the
world. A large amount of capital,
over $500,000 or $600,000, had been in-
vested in this industry within the last
few years, and a large number of
men skilled in such work had been
employed, the districts in the vicinity
of the quarries being in consequence
greatly benefitted. At present he was
sorry to say this industry was alniost
strangled. At one time they hoped
to make of this part of the Township
a second Wales, but last year, proba-
bly owing to the great depression of
trade, especially in the United States,
American manufacturers of slate had
turned their attention to Canada in
order to rid themselves of their
suplus stocks. As hon. members
probably knew, we had a duty
of 35 per cent. against our exporta-
tions of slate to the United States,
while theirs entered our market free
of duty. Until within the last few

Industry.[COMMONS.]



Industry. 859

years our neighbours had probably a
sufficient demand for their productions
in this respect in their own country,
for they had not interfered with our
mnarket; and our quarries obtained a
ready sale for all they producéd. The
increase in the supply was gradual in
proportion to the demand, and we had
every prospect of doing well in this
regard; but owing to the circumstance
he had named, this was no longer the
case, and our slate quarries were almost
closed. The cost of . slates would
not be increased if the protection re-
quired was granted; and it was worthy
of remark that the American slate was
not as good as our own. This industry
deserved encouragement at the hands
of the Government, and he hoped the
present condition of affairs would be
completely rectified. The loss sus-
tained was not represented wholly by
the amount of capital Jying idle,
for the portion of the slate ex-
posed to the action of the weather,
while the works were closed, would
become so deteriorated, that when they
were reopened, it would have to be
removed as waste material, at great
loss and expense. Moreover, the
<question of labour was to be considered.
Those engaged in the manufacture of
slates were skilled workmen, and
if kept long out of employment, would
emigrate to secure work in the Ver-
mont quaries, so that again we should,
as in other instances, turn ourselves
into immigration agents for the United
States.

This industry was not like many of
the interests for which protection was
demanded. Coal was used as raw
Tnaterial by manufacturers of Ontario ;
the Maritime Provinces were opposed
to the duty it was urged should be
levied on salt, and a large portion of
the population was desirous of seeing
the protection of coal oil reduced; but
a duty on slates would not conflict in
any way whatever with the interests
Of the whole country. One other
article on the free list he would place
in the same category with slate-this
was marble.

In the past year the importation of
unmanufactured marble was $95,000,
-of unwrought stone and slate

l1,o00, of manufactured marble $82,-
000. The duty paid on this was some
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$14,000 ; and if the same amount of
duty had been collected upon our slate
and marble as was collected upon the
manufactured marble, we would have
had an addition to the revenue of
$35,000. The Minister of the Interior
in his late report had the following in
regard to the exhibition of our natural
productions at the Centennial Exhibi-
tion :-

I Amongst the specimens, which include
samples of every useful minerai or mining
product hitherto discovered or manufactured
in Canada, the polished marbles, the building
stones, the gold, silver, copper and iron with
their ores may be mentioned as especially de-
serving notice. The marbles are represented
by 60 polished slabs of 12 x 18 inches; the
building stones by '70 six-inch cubes having
one face polished, one rough and the others
dressed to show four different styles of work-
ing; roofing slates and slabs, lithographie
stone, refractory materials, grinding and
polishing materials, minerai paints and ma-
nure, limes, cements, plasters, clays, bricks,
pottery, petroleum, coal, lignite and peat are
all well represented ; also ornamental stones,
minerai waters and salts."

With natural productions such as
these at our doors, some encourage-
ment ought to be given for the working
of the quarries. With regard to bis
principles lie might say he was neither
a Free-Trader nor a Protectionist, but
the following passage from the speech
of the Finance Minister defined his
(Mr. Aylmer's) views on the tariff
question -

" We know that we mnst have a Customs
tariff, and that it is impossible to have it with-
out more or less granting protection to manu-
facturers : and aithough I do not believe in
incidental protection, still I an willing that
the tariff should be so distributed as to give an
advantage to the particular classes of industry
which will naturally grow up in the country.'

le thought slate was one of those
natural industries which would grow
up if the same protection was extended
to it as to all other manufacturing in-
terests of the country.

It miglt appear to hon. gentlemen
as though he had been inconsistent by,
at the present moment, making what
would appear a protection speech, and
having on previous occasions voted
against the amendments of the hon.
member for Montreal West and the
right hon. member for Kingston;
but he had been consistent as lie could
not vote want of confidence in a- Minis-
try of whose general policy he appro V-
ed, and from whose Customs tariff ho
considered the protection required for

The State (MaRca 27, 1876.3



[COMMONS.]
the country was derivable, as well as
feeling that the agricultural commu-
nity, . especially in this part of the
county, do not requireany protection.
In his own constituency they imported
a large quantity of coarse grains for
feeding purposes and did not advocate
any tax being placed upon this their
raw material, which, when turned into
beef and dairy produce, and under
which system their farms are improv-
ing and their farmers prospering. For
uch reasons ho voted against both

amendments, and the only protection
ho asked for was that the saine mea s-
ure shall be extended to our State in-
dustry as is already given to all the
other manufacturing industries of the
country. This was realy fair, this was
only just.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said there was
no objection to the resolution passing,
but the hon. gentleman would see from
the return that there was no line in-
dicating slate particularly, it was in-
cluded with stone and marble. He
would send for the returns from the
principal ports, and try and give him
the information as soon as possible.

Mr. AYLMER did not wish any
great expense to be incurred. He
would be satisfied if for the future the
two items were kept separate.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said that had
been done this year, and would appear
in the next report.

Hon. M1r. MACKENZIE said the
hon. gentleman might be interested to
know that until within the last few
months a particular class of slates could
not be obtained in Canada, and had to
be imported for the botter class of
buildings. That was the quality used
making various figures on the roof.
He doubted if it was known now
throughout the Dominion that slates
of all qualities can be obtained at our
own quarries. With regard to marbie,
ho found on examination nearly $50,-
000 was brought from Italy-a kind
which could not be obtained on this
continent-and the balance, between
$60,000 and $70,000, was procured
from the United States, a great portion
being superior in ità working qualities
te what has been found in Canada.
Aithough we have a great variety in
tiis counfry it had not been worked to

Mr. AYLMER.

Barracks.

such an extent as to fairly develop the-
best qualities to be obtained, but hce
thought in a few years we would o.
able to produce marble quite as good
and cheaper than any now obtained in
Connecticut.

The motion was carried.
THE JESUIT BARRACKs.

Mr. MASSON moved for an Address
to Ris Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral for a copy of all corespondence
between the Dominion Governmént
and the Governinent of the Province of
Quebec, relating to the Jesuit Barracks
in the City of Quebee, together with
all memorandums and Orders in Coun-
cil relating to the saine. lie said
those who had visited Quebec would
have observed an immense block in
the upper part of the town, which
looked like an old prison, was delapi-
dated, gloomy and an eye-sore to all
observers. The building had been.con-
demned, but owing to a want of agree-
ment between the Local and FederaI
Governments, nothing had been don
in relation thereto. It had formerly
been the Jesuits' College, formed
part of the estate of the Society
of Jesus, and had been for many
years devoted to the higher
branches of education. Ever since the
dissolution of the Order in 1774 the
building had been occupied by the
Imperial troops under Royal instruc-
tions, and the whole of the Jesuits'
Estate devoted to any purpose
the Crown might think fit.
It was known to every member in the
House that the greater part of the
property had been appropriated for
educational purposes in the Province
of Quebec. Up to 1831 numerous
complaints were made that some part-
of tle estate had been diverted from
the purpose for which it was designed.
In 1832 the circumstances culminated.
The Legislature of Lower Canada sent
a petition to. England setting forth
these facts. The answer was a dis-
patch from the Imperial Government
appropriating all the estates belonging
to the Jesuites at the time of the con-
quest, to the purposes of education.

The barracks alone were reserved, bat
they were reserved only temporarily.
The Mimster of Justice would be ar
him out that according to tle diàpatch
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the whole of the Jesuits' estates should
go to educational purposes in Lower
Canada, and that the barracks were re-
served only temporarily, because they
were occupied by ler Majesty's troops,
las they would not put them to any
inconvenience by taking them from
them. This implied that as soon as the
troops were withdrawn from Quebec
this property would revert to Quebec
for educational purposes. The rights
-of the Province of Quebec to these
buildings bad never been contested ;
they had been admitted under the
old regime before .1841. It would
be very easy to prove that
since then under the Union by
different resolutions of the House
and by Acts of the Legislature these
buildings were recognised as belonging
to the educational fund, exclusively for
the Province of Quebec. Since Con-
federation had been established it was
easy to prove by Orders in Council and
otherwise that it had been admitted
that the change in our constitutior did
mot take away from the Province of
Quebec the rights which they had
in these buildings. The despateh of
Lord Goderich in 1832, stating that
they were occupied only temporarily
-for the convenience of the troops, stood
good at the present moment. ln 1870
the troops were withidrawn from this
country. In consequence of the with-
drawal of these troops it was found
necessary to transfer to the Dominion
authorities, not the proprietary rights
-of the Imperiar Government which did
inot exist, but the possession of those
barracks. The trarisfer was made ut
the time at the request of the Imperial
Parliament on the condition that the
Dominion Government should provide
barrack accommodation for the troops
should they ever have to return to this
'country, thus implying that they were
,dispossessed of this barrack property.
The buildings had been examined by
-engineers lately, and they were found
to be little better than a ruin. Since
the transfer of those properties to the
bominion Government there was a
feeling in the Province of-Quebec that
as the buldings were no loniger required
fb barrack purposes, they should be
iAnsferred to the Local Government.
The made application for them seve-

Ilt times, asking to be put in posses-

sion of the property. In answer to
this application there was an Order in
Council, passed in 1873, giving to the
Local Governinent the possession and
occupation of the barracks, the only
condition being that they should be
kept in repair until the formal question
of title should be decided. Moreover,
if he was rightly informed, that Order
in Council requested that the Minister
of Justice and the Attorney General
should prepare a memorandum on the
question, and interview each other on
the point. The Local Government did
do what they were required to do by
the Order in Council; and finding that
it was absolutely necessary for them
to construct departmental buildings in'
Quebec, they renewed their application
to this Government. It was not surpris-
ing that they were anxious on the sub-
ject, as they had had po place for the
safe keeping of the valuable documents
in their possession, and they did all in
their power to obtain speedy possession
of the building. Under the conviction
that the barracks property would b
transferred, plans were made for the
iew buildings, and tenders were called

for. Notification was given to the
Federal Government; but the answérI
was that nothing could be done, and nô
further action could be taken by the
Local Government. The people felt
that there was a denial of their
rights, and the Local Government
were aocused of being negligent of
their duty-that they were not doing
all in their power to secure the con-
struction of the buildings. They were
embarrassed, and that embarrassment
came from the Federal Goverument.
Some political capital had been madé
out of it; they had tried to ruin the
Local Government in Quebec by
making it appear that they had been
recreant to their duty, and some went
so far as to say if a better Government
existed in the Province the claims of
Québec would have a better chance of
redress. le did not bolieve this, but
if it ever entered into the minds of thé
friends of this Government that thee
w#ould be a change in the Administra-
tion in Quebee they might abando
that hope as they were finally estab-
lished. 1je would be answered 'that
the diàcuty.was the title. -le coa14
not understand how a question of titto
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to the Jesuit's Barracks coild have
caused delay from the fall of 1873 up
to the present moment. If it was a
property acquired from a private indi-
vidual and the title deeds were lost lie
could understand the delav, but this
title came from the proclamation of
the Imperial Governinent and it did
not take two years to confirm such a
title. This was a question of vital im-
portance to the people of the Province of
Quebec,who were expectirig the transfer
of these buildings, which were useless
to the Imperial Government and did not
belong to the Federal Government. He
thought if there were any guilty parties
in this matter it was time the country
should know it. That was the reason
why he had moved this motion, and
he hoped the papers would show the
reasons why these buildings were not
transferred to the Local Government,
and why it was that the Local Govern-
ment were not able to take possession
of the Government property and erect
new buildings in the Province.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there,
was no objection to the motion passing.
His hon. friend from Terrebonne had
chosen to assume, with his usual
charity, that the only object the
Government of the Dominion had in
not a t once making over this property
to the Local Government, was with the
hop that they might make somé
political capital out of it, and lie
a pealed to them to-night, now that

e Local Government were so firmly
-established that there was no hope of
overthrowing them by anything that
this Governmeut could do, that they
should now do them justice. He was
sorry that the hon. member should be
so uncharitable in his remarks towards
them. He assured the hon. gentleman
that this Government would from no
consideration whatever abstain from
doing an act of justice merely because
the Local Government happened to be
at variance with them. They had
nothing to do with the Local Govern-
;went; they had never interfered with
tbe Local Government, and they had
#o reason to interfere with them; but
there' was a question in connection
with the title to the iproperty, and the
question muet necessarily have to be
zivestigated before a decision% conld be
arrived at. On the occasion of the

Mr. MASsoN.

Barracks

calamity by fire at Quebec all the public-
buildings in the city had been placed
at their disposal, and they had been oc-
cupied by the Local Government to.this
day. So instead ofmaking any complaint.
the Government of Quebec ouight to feel
that the Government had endeavoured
to act in the most friendly manner to-
them, and had done their best to expe-
dite the public business in that Province
in that and all other natters. With
regard to the papers, he was not sure
that they all could be brought down,
but such as it was in the public
interest to bring down would be,
and the hon. gentleman would find that
lie was entirely mistaken in attributing
evil motives to the Government in
relation to that property.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN hoped that
when these papers were brought down-
they would see the matter had been So
advanced that the Federal Government
would be in a position to transfer that
property to the Quebec Government.
It was very important that that pro-
perty should be transferred, and surely
the title between the Imperial Govern-
ment and the Federal Government
could not be in the way ofthe transfer.
Lt would be a great boon to the Pro-
vince of Quebec if that transfer took
place without any long delay. The
Quebec Government were ready to
erect the new Parliamentary and .De-
partmental Buildings. They were only
awaiting for the transfer ôf the pro-
perty to give contraets and -then pro-
'ceed with an important work, the bon-
struction of which would be a great
boon to the labouring classes in Quebec.
We might add that the Minister of
Public Works was in error in stating
that the hon. member for Terrebone
had said that this matter had been
uaed by the Federal Government to
make political capital out of it. His
hon, friend had only stated that the
Liberal candidates had used that ques-
tion as a weapon againt their -oppo-
'nents, whioh was Ve tet.

Hon. Mr. ÇAUCJION said if any
capital was made out of this s7b;ect it
bad been made by the local candaâ'tes.
He *ought that if the Local Golvrn-
ment desired to give any ioFr4 to the
artizans of Quebec,4tI1mg migLt 4oo0
the erection of the Cdrt House which
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was burned down a few years ago.
They-had transferred the Court House
to the Hospital, and those who had
occasion to attend the Courts were ex-

o sed to the risk of diseases froin the
Hospital. The money had been voted
for a Court House, and if the local
authorities were desirous of giving the
people work they could do so. With
regard to the question of title to this
property they had nothing to do-it
was a question of law. The question
as to whether these Parliament Build-
ings should be built there or further
west of the St. Louis Gate was one for
the Quebec authorities to settle. He
was of opinion that this site was a
more valuable one than that which
was now occupied by the old barracks,
and he was satisfied that it would give
botter satisfaction to the public.

Mr. BABY did not consider that the
site of the new Parliament Buildings
was a matter for the consideration of
this Parliament. The question for them
to consider was, sh->uld they give that
property to the Local Government
which belonged to the Local Govern-
ment? That was the question, and he
hoped the hon. gentleman would look
into it, as he believed it would
be botter for the Local Govern-
ment to build their Parliamentary
Buildings on that lot.

Hon.Mr.BLANCHET said that itwas
now three years ago since the Court
of Justice was transferred to the
building where it then was; and there
were a good many members of the
Hlonse who practiced in that Court, but
he could not see in what way they are
now the worse for the change. As far
as the site for the construction of the
Provincial Buildings was concerned, it
had nothing to do witb the question
)etore the House. The question was

were the Federal Government ready to
rendérjustice to the Local GToyernment ?
IÈ *as now one year since the former

.Governient had .made application
for this buiJding and as yet no
decision had been arrived at. He could
not see why it shouild take long to corne
tQ ý,decision in rega rd to this matter.
±îh 1ýult did not lie with the Local

erament, but with the Feder4i
r hich was not always

dped torender justiée to Quebee.

Mr. MASSON said he had received
no kind of answer or encourarenent
from the Hon. Premier. The hon.
gentleman had not told them why this
property had not yet been transfin ed,
and ho did not say whether he woul d
be able to bring down the whole cor-
respondence. He thought the House
was entitled to hear soiethiig
from the Government with regard
this important question.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said ho
was sorry that the hon. gentleman was
so difficult to satisfy, and also that his
hon. friend the member for Bellechasse
had spoken as he had. He seemed
unable to say anything without attri-
buting to the Government a desire not
to do justice to Quebec. Anyone who
knew anything of the facts in this
matter, knew there had been
nothing like a desire to do injustice
tV Quebec or any other Province.

On the contrary, they had avoided
the very appearance ofdoing anything
that could by implication be under-
stood as interfering in any way what-
ever in the affairs of any Local Gov-
ernment. With regard to the particu-
lar matter in hand, he would not give
an opinion, and if the hon. gentleman's
idea was to elicit a legal opinion from
him (Mr. Mackenzie) on a matter of
this sort, he made a great mistake.
Even if the Government of the Domin-
ion held absolutely this or any other
property, they would be bound to con-
sider any representation made to them
by the Quebec .Government in regard
to the location of public buildings and
that Government would be equally
bound in the same honourable way to
consider any represontations made
by the Dominion Ministry if
they desired to obtain some pro-
perty .held by the Province in
order to accomplish some federal pur-
pose. In that spirit this Government
had sought to conduct the affairs of
the country; in that spirit they would
deal with every other matter with the
Provinoe of Quebec as with other Pro-
vinces, and he hoped they would do it
in such a wuy. as to convince the
public, if not the hon. gentleman that
they were not . actuated by the
motives attribqted to them.

Mr. MIASON. said he did not ask
for a leg decision, but the Hon. Pre:-

The Jesuit [MAaca 27, 1876.]



-864 The Plimsoll [COM

mier had not even said there was a
legal question.

Mr. CASGRAIN said the title to
that property might not be quite so
clear as the hon. member for Terre-
bonne seemed to think it was. If he
would look over the long and elaborate
memorandum of Baron Mazeres he
would see how far the Local, or even
the Imperial Governiment, had a just
title to these properties. There were
some parts of these properties which
had been given by private donors for
purposes of education. He did not
think when theseproperties became
vested in the Crown, such parts of them
as had been given to the Jesuits by pri-
vate donors could be held in the same
way as the rest. When the last of
these Jesuits died, Le made a will
in favour of the then Bishop of Que-
bee, and as far as the title of the pro-
perty could be thus transferred, a ques-
tion of law might arise as to how far it
affected the right of the Crown to the
property. It was true when the Com-
missioners wer e appointed to regulate
and settle the Jesuits estates, they
notified the heirs of original donors of
the property, but how far this had been
done he could not say. It was also a
-question how far under our Municipal
Law the Crown Inherited the estates of
the Jesuits. All these points he sup-
posed would have to be submitted to
the Minister of Justice when the pro-
perty was to be transferred to the
Government of Quebec, if ever a trans-
fer was made.

The motion was carried.
THE PLIMSOLL MOVEMENT.

Mr. PALMER moved that the House
go into Committee of the Whole to
consider the following resolution:-
That in the opinion of this House the
right of Legislation to affect Canadian
ships and the rights and liabilities of
the owners thereof belong exclusively
to the Parliament of Canada, and that
any Legislation on thôse subjeets by
the Imperial Parliamçnt (except sofar
as ynay equally affect Canadian ships
with the shlips of ail other countries in
ports of Great Britain, and such as
may affect Imperial interests) would
be inconsistent with such exclusivé
right of the Canadian Parliament, and
a violation ofresponsible Government

Mr,. MassoN.

MONS.] fovement.

as conceded to Canada. lIe said it
could not be denied that recent Impe-
rial Legislation in England had ma-
terially injured the interests of Cana-
dian ship-owners. It could not be
denied that it was immensely in the
interest of Canada that the largest
amount of capital should be invested in
the shipping trade, which was so im-
portant to a nation. It would iii
become persons who were descendants
of the British race to deny that the
mother country rose to its present emi-
nonce almost entirely becanse it was
mistress of the seas. He believed
Canada stood in a much more favour-
able position to become the great ship-
owning country of the world than ever
Great Britain did. In fact Canad
to-day exceeds every other country in
comparison with the number of its in-
habitants in the extent of lier shipjing
interest. Representing, as he did, the
largest ship - owning community in
the Dominion, he felt bound to assist
as far as he could the forwarding of that
great industry. The proposition before
the Flouse denied the right of the Im-
perial Parliament to deal with subjects
they have legislated upon. lt was
entirely inconsistent that two bodies
should have power to legislate on the
same subject. It would be very much
better to have the jurisdiction vested
in one, because with two, inconsistent
provisions necessarily folow. What
might be declared the law under one
system might be declared not to be the
law under the other. If he could prove
that the Imperial Parliament had given
Canada the right to legislte on certai»
subjects, it would show that they had
deprived themselves by that Act of thi
power of legislating on the same sub
ject. He did not deny, so long as we
were a portion of the empire, that it
mere point of law the Imperial Parlia-
ment had the power to pass a law
affecting our shipping. lie did nto
deny the right of the Imperial Parix-
ment to legislate with reference to our
ships in their own ports. 1e had never
argued that they had not that right.
On the contrary, .he clainied th
right of Canada to legislate as diý
England in her own ports, affe
not only her own shipping, but that4
lier own colonies and of every foreWg,
country. is resolutions on this polt
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stated ellearly that the prerogative of the
Imperial Government was, and ongh t to
be, coniined to the general legislation.
.He would not go over the argument
he adduced the other evening,
but simply state his proposition that
this Parliament had the exclusive right
ýof legislation with reference to
Canadian shipping; and this right had
been distinctly recognized by England.
A Canadian ship on the high seas was
exclusively under Canadian jurisdic-
tion; this he contended was ai simple
rule of international law, which must
apply to the different limits of legisla-
tion between England and lier colonies,
.and entirely consistent with the de-

f"ndence of the latter on the former.
twas of course regulated by the terms

-of the ]British North America Act
-and of despatches that inight have
passed. It had been objected, that if
we did not allow the Imperial Govern-
ment to legislate respecting Canadian
ships outside the ports of Great Britain,
we would be obliged to send Consuls
and vice-Consuls and agents to the ports
of all countries to protect Canadian in-
dustries; but in this difficulty he did
not see the slightest weight. The
Canadian, under sih eircumstances,
would -not less be a IBritish subiect; and

ce would enjoy the same rights as if
the Domiiinion was' a Crown colony.
The regulation in question would only
exist às betw'eon England and her
tolonies, with whéh 'freign nations
woúld have nothiiig to do,; we would
Atill have the pPv ege "of flying the
Old Flag; and rather than loose this
dearly prized right, he was sure that
many a man would rather revert to
the condition of, a Crown colony. He
thought that England woild be glad to
get rid ofthe trouble of governing us in
this relation; the people of Great Britain
had no other desire than to see us pros-
per in every way; they could not tell
what was for our own good, and would
prefer to let us work out our own
lestiny. No distinction could pro-

perly be drawn between a ship, any
other piece of property, or a person
with i-egard to the right of nationality.
Ie hoped that this would always be so,
and that we would ever possess the
glorious rights of Britons and British
subjects. the Consuls appointed by the
mpeiIal Government rppresented Brit-

ish interests wherever they were sta-
tioned, and consequently ie could not
perceive the slightest foundation for
the difficulty in question, which was
by some suggested. It did not matter
to foreign countries whether regula-
tions which concerned us were made by
England or ourselves, and consequently
the presumed obstacle to freedom of
action on our part was merely a bug-
bear. If we were allowed to govern
ourselves-or, as a celebrated statesman
had remarked, to misgovern ourselves
-he held that we should be able to do
so regarding our, shipping interests;
and the moment that this right was
fully recognized, that moment an im-
petus would be given ti ship-building
in Canada, which would surprise, ho
believed, many foreign countries. lé
was satisfied that this was not retarded
so mach by any legislation on the part
of England, or by anything it threaten-
ed to do in this respect as by the fear
of what might be done. No
man was willing to put money in pro-
perty when lie did not know what
would become of it; and this uncer-
tainty prevented such iivestment.
Then this protection was afforded by
the Act of 1854:--The owner not him-
self in default, was not liable for any
damage dope to any further extent than
£15 peu ton ; and this sum, by amend-
ment introduced in 1862,was reduced to
£8. What was now proposed ? To
make this liability under certain cir-
cumstances unlimited. And what
would be the result? No person would
dare to invest his money in a ship un-
less he himself took charge of it, since
those having control of it might
wilfully commit some injury that
might utterly ruin such owner, him-
self innocent of any complicity
whatever in the matter. Would this
not affect the right of Canadian ship-
owners? It would certainly do so, for
if such legislation did not concern
Canadian interests he could not
imagine what could. It might be
good policy, but it was à matter in
connection with which the ship-owners
of this country ought to have a voice.

He had carefully excepted in hie
resolution the rights of the Imperial
jParliament in legislating with regard
to the ports of Great Britain and legis-
lation that might affect 'Imperial in-
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terests, but he did not know that this
was necessary, because it was pro-
bably amply secured through the right
of veto.

The privileges in question once se-
cured, we wouild enter into the struggle
for supremacy and to obtain the carry-
ing trade of the world, with just such
restrictions as we chose to place on our
tonnage. Under such conditions he
did not hesitate to affirm that
we would be able to outstrip
ail other nations in this particular
industry, if not in connection with
-anything else. He did not cast the
slightest reflections on the Govern-
ment. le thought that they had done
ail they could in this relation, being
actuated by a sincere desire to benefit
the country as far as was in their
power, his sole object being to assist
them in attaining this desirable end ;
and he felt that until such privileges
as he had mentioned were obtained,
their efforts in this direction would be
impeded. If it could be pointed
out to him that what he proposed
would in any way at ail injure, instead
of helping them in this relation, they
would find him most willing to take
any course to aid them in any possible
direction which had in view the ac-
complishment of what was desirable in
the interests of ail parts of the country,
and what the people of the section
from which ho came felt was abso-
lutely necessary to ensure the pros-
perity of the Maritime Provinees.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
listened to the hon. gentleman's re-
marks on this subject with great pleas-
ure. le did not suppose there was a
very serions difference between the
hon. gentleman's views and his OWD
as to the desire to assert and maintain
the right this Parliament had to logis
late on certain subjects. He did not
think it desirable that the question
now before the Uouse should at the
present time be discussed at any length,
or that it was wise for this louse tô
pass strong resolutions asserting a
principle upon which there might be
some difference of opinion with the
Imperial Government. The British
Parliaiment had tho Ship ng Bill un-
der consideration at present, and the
Canadian Government were in corres-
pondence i*with tho Imperial authori-

Mr. PALMEL

ties on the subject. He put it to the
hon. gentleman if he did not think it
wa.s wiser to avoid pressing the mitter
upon the attention of the Louse. le
might depend upon it the views he had
enunciated now and on previous occa-
sions would be thoroughly representod,
and every effort made to have the
Shipping Bill placed on such a footing
as would be satisfactory to this coun-
try and other parts of the empire.
We must remember that the British
Agents look after our shipping in for-
eign ports, and we must take care i
asserting our independence of Imperial
legislation we do not throw ourselves
outside the pale of that protection it
must have in foreign countries. We
are not in a position to defend our own
shipping. That is done by the Mother
Country, and we must not seek to p ut
our own shipping in a more favourable
position than that of the Mother
Country. As far as we could accom-
plish the placing of our own shipping
on the best possible footing, and main-,
tain that intimate relationship with
the Imperial Govornment that was ab-
solutely natural from a moral as well
as a business poiat of view, this Gov-
ernment would do it, and he asked the
hon. gentleman to withdraw his reso-
lution and leave the matter in the
hands of the Administration.

Mr. PALMER thanked the First
Minister for the manner in which hie
had treated the question; ho was
quite willing to be guided by what the
hon. gentleman had said, as ho would
be advocating his own cause very badly
if ho did not do exactly as the hon.
gentleman suggested. lHe would 1ke
the hon. gentleman to state, bowever,
if ho did not think that it was the;duty
of the British Government to protect
ail Canadians.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Certa inly.
Mr. PALMER stated that the Im

perial Government protected our ship-

ping, and that we were quite willing,
if necessary, to sacrifice iourselves on
behalf of the Mother Country at any
moment.

Mir. MILLS wished to call the Mttei-
tion of the House to the fact tlpt a
vessel.upon the lakes whre the Can-
dian Government exereieéd the sole
right of logislâtion, "whenâle sailed
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from a Canadian to an American' port,
was as much in a foreign country as if
she had sailed from St. John or Halifax
to Lisbon, or some other foreign port.
There was no greater impropriety il
asserting the right of legislating
for ships sailing on the sea,
than for those sailing on the lakes.

Mr. GOUDGE, as a representative
of a constituency largely engaged in
shipþuilding, desired to thank the Pre-
mier for the statement which the hon.
gentleman had made that night, as it
would go very far towards reassuring
the ship-owning and ship-building com-
munity of the Maritime Provinces,
perceiving that the Government had
this matter so thoroughly and so com-
pletely under their consideration. He
assured the House that the subject of
taking the matter of legislation with
regard to shipping into their own
hands, had engaged the attention of
some of their largest ship-owners;
and while this might involve some
difficulties, and although certain
benefits were to be derived from
connection with the Empire, parti-
cularly when our ships went abroad,
nevertheless, the difficulties connected
with the legislation of the Imperial
Government under the Plimsoll Bill,
so-called, became a matter of such se-
rious importance to our ship-owners
that they were even willing rather to
sacrifice these benefits rather than suf-
fer to the extent which might yet be-
come inevitable under existing circum-
ptances. He was happy to observe that
the Governnent were in communica-
tion with the British Government
1touching this subject, and to learn that
the rights of Colonial ship-owners
agon1d be so thoroughly considered
that they would not suffer in any re-
spent in this relation.

The motion was withdrawn.
The House adjourned at Thirty-flve

minutes past Eleven o'clock p.m.

HlOUSE 0F-CGOMMONS.

-TvEsDAv, March 28, 1876.
The SpAxaE took the Chair at three

o'clock.
THE CASE OF JUDGE LOBANGER.

On the motion to receive the petition
against Judge~Loranger,

Hon. Mr. CAMEIRON (Cardwell)
said there could be no doubt unless the
petitioners withdrew it or the House
decided unanimously not to hear it, the
petition must be read, unless it contain-
ed something of a character which ren-
dered that course improper. In the
case of Chief Justice Duval the petition
contained expressions which should not
be read, and it was witbdrawn. A simi-
lar course was pursued in the cases of
Justices Drummond and Badgley. He
merely mentioned these as analogous
to the case before the House. There
were, however, schedules to this peti-
tion against Judge Loranger which
would prevent its reception indepen-
dent of any other cause.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said his attention
had not been directed to the technical
point with reference to the schedules.
On the general question as to whether
the petition could be read and received,
of course the hon. member had prac-
tically conceded there could be no objec-
tion.. The hon, gentleman had referred
to other petitions which, having been
withdrawn, the House was not possess-
ed of. There was, however, one peti-
tion which had been received and acted
upon at two Sessions, having been
referred to a Committee of which the
hon. member for Cardwell was Chair-
man. The prayer of that petition was
practically the same as this. There
had been a recent discussion in the Im-
perial House of Commons or a petition
against the Lord Chief Justice and two
other Judges, which contained the
strongest possible charges against them
and prayed for their removal. It also
contained, however, references to lan-
guage used in the IHouse of Commons,
and on that ground, and that alone,
was rejected. It seemied to him itwas
impossible for this House to 'do other-
wise than. receive this petition, apart
from the technical objection with re-
gard to the schedules.

Mr. SPEAKER said he did not know
whether it was lis official duty to Qx-

amine the schedules attached tothe
petition or not.

Sir -JOUN A. MACDONALD t'e-
marked that the practice in dag1and
was exception4l Q examiners there
looked over petis, dichldaty was
supposed to bh, done hre by the
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Speaker, who was responsible as far as
knowing what was in the petition was
concerned.

Mr. SPEAKER observed that there
was a difference between reading and
receiving petitions ; this was the point
at issue. The ordinary reading merely
comprised the recital of the prayer of
the petition and the name of the pe-
titioner by the Clerk; and when he
declared that a petition could not be
received, he or somebedy was supposed
to have read it. Whether at this stage
it was within his-competence to do so,
he was really not prepared to say.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-The reading is
the necessary preliminary to the re-
ception. We must know what is in it
before we determine whether we will
receive it.

Mr. SPEAKER-The question being
altogether technical, I am bound to
consider technicalties.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
stated that the authorities clearly
ruled that a petition with affidavits,
appendices or any other documents,
attached, could not be received.

Mr. SPEAKER-The ònly question
that arises, is whether 1 should not
have knowledge or cognizance of the
fact that there is anything attached
to it.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)-7
I leave that altogether to yourself.
- Mr. SPEAKER-None of the ordi-
nary rules make the Speaker examine
the petition, that I am aware of.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Let it be taken
as read.

Mr. SPEAKER-This should not be
the case unless its reading is moved.

The petition, which charged Mr.
Justice Loranger with gross partiality
and injustice, being read

Mr. SPEAKER stated that it was
now for the House to determine
whether, in a matter of such gravity,
the petitioner shoutld not be allowed to
detach from the petition what seemed
fo be appendices within the meanihg
of the law ; he thought that cases
existed where such permission had
been given.

Hnon. 1fr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
doubted whether this could be done;

Sir JoHN A. MAcñoNALn.

he considered that the schedule was
one of the most material parts of the
petition.

Mr. SPEAKE R observed that this
was a matter resting entirely with the
House.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)-
The petition is either regular or ir-
regular.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
petitioner, it appears, states in the
body of the petition that he desires té
establish his charges against Mr. Jus-
tice Loranger by certain schedules at-
tached.

Mr. SPEAKER-The schedules con.
tain the details of the case, the char
is substantially in the body of t e
petition.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD--Then
the petition must fall to the ground?

Mr. SPEAKER-The details are
specified in the statement, A. B., an-
nexed.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I think it im-
portant that the ground for your ruling
should appear.

Mr. SPEAKER-The reception of
the petition is refused on the ground
that appendices are attached to it.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton),
previous to the Order of the Day being
called, rose to make a personal expla-
nation connected with a statement
which had appeared in a newspaper
over the signature of a member of the
House. It was to this effect, touching
the transfer of the Pictou and Truro
Brandh of the Intercolonial Railway to
the Local Government, with a view to
the extension of the line eastward:-

"I have done all that could he done, and
have stood alone for. the extension. Ea4 it
not been for me even its name would not #ave
been mentioned.

(Signed), "N. L. MAoKAY."
His explanation was this :-When

this question was before the louse he
stated distinctly from his place that
he was opposed to the transfer of this
road by the Administration to the
Local Government, unless with the
condition that the road should be
extended all the way to Louisburg;
that it would be unjust, particularly to
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the county of Cape Breton, which lie
represented, if the transfer were made
with the 'view of having the road
merely extended to the Strait of Canso;
that the impression prevailed in his
county that the lon. Premier had
during the past year resisted a good
deal of pressure intended to induce
him to consent to such limited exten-
sion, and that the hon. gentleman had
obtained more credit for this in Cape
Breton than for any other of his acts
since his accession to office ; that the
transferwould be unjust to his constitu-
ency, particularly because it at present
owned a large portion of the road the
Dominion Government proposed so to
be transferred, and that if it was only
extended to the Strait of Canso this
would be of slight importance to the
county he represented. He might
also st4te that if his hon. colleague had
not placed a notice on the paper ask-
ing for the correspondence touching
this matter, he would have dcne so
himself.

Mr. MACKAY-I was about to
speak when the Speaker said I was
out of order.

THE SUPREME AND EXCHEQUER COURT
OF CANADA.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved the third
reading of the Bill to make further
provision in regard to the Supreme
Court and the Exchequer Court of
Canada. He said he had considered
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Montmagny, but had not thought it
advisable to make any alteration in the
Bill in regard to the quorum or the
appointment of ad hoc Judges.

The Bill was read the third time, and
passed.

THE INLAND REVENUE.

On motion of Bon. Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, the House went into Com-
iittee on the Bill from the Senate to

amend the Act respecting the Inland
Revenue.

The Committee reported the Bill
without amendment, and the Bill was
read the third time, and passed.

INDIAN 'LEGISLATION.

lon. Mr. LAIRD moved the louse
in to Committee of the Whole on the

Bill to amend and consolidate the laws
respecting Indians.

The first and second clauses were
adopted without amendment.

On clause 3,
Mr. PATERSON suggested that the

word " male " bc struck out.
Hon. Mr. LAIRD said it made no

difference, because when an Indian
man murried a white woman she be-
came a member of the band, but when
an Indian woman married a white
man, her children did not share in the
lands.

Mr. PATERSON doubted if it
was wise to impose a penalty on an
Indian woman for marrying a white
man. le contended it would be a
benefit to the country to encourage
such intermarriages.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said there was a
great deal of force in the remarks of
the hon. member, and an endeavour
was made in another sub-section to
meet the objection. It was proposed
to allow an Indian woman who
married a white man to retain her
annuity moneys during her life time,
and if she wished to receive the capital
sum, she could do so by drawing ten
years' purchase of annuity moncy.
Of course she and her husband would
then cease to have any connection with
the band, and their children would not
be considered.

The sub-seetion was passed.
On sub-section B, which was as fol-

lows:-Provided that any Indian
having for five years resided princi-
þa11y in a foreign country, or having
for a like period very rarely resided
witL or visited the band to which he
or she belonged, shall cease to be a
member thereof, and shall not be per-
mitted to become again a member
thereof, or of any other band, unless
the consent of the band with 'the ap-
proval of the Superintendent General
or his agent, be first hlad and ob-
tained; but this provision shal not
apply to any missionary, teacher or
interpreter, while discharging his or
her duty as such.

Mr. SCRIVER objected to any mem-
ber of a band being thus deprived of his
annuity.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD explalned in
some cases Indians went to the United
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States and shared the annuities there,
only returning to Canada long enough
to draw- their annuities here.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD objected
to this proposition, which would have
the effect of dealing with the Indians
as serfs of the soil.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said they should
belong to one country or the other.

Mr. BORRON contended that it
would be an arbitrary exorcise of power
to deprive Indians of their birth-right
because they spent a portion of their
time in another courtry, where, per-
haps, they found it most convenient
and profitable to reside and work.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD quite
understood that it would be convenient
for the department to have such an ar-
rangement as this; and that the In-
dians w ould approve of it, because
the fewer there were in a band the
more its mjembers would receive ; still,
it was their birth-right, and they should
not be deprived of it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE reminded
the Hoise that many of our Indians
were adopted into United States tribes,
while Indians from that eountry were
adopted into bands in this country.
There was a sort of reciprocity among
the tribes in this respect.

Mr. PATERSON said our Indians
had a perfect right to adopt
any number of outsiders they pleased.
Their money was their own, and they
could do what they pleased with it.
Every inducement should be offered to
the Indians to leave their reserves and
mix with the whites. He suggested,
therefore, this sub-section should be
dropped out altog.ether.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said in the North-
West, the Blackfeet Indians roam on
both sides of the boundary line, and it
was very possible some of them would
have to be roceived into our treaties,
and some into the treaties of the United
States. le did not think any Indian
entitled to receive annuities on the
other side of the line should have the
same right here. The clause was there-
fore necessary.

Mr. PATERSON remarked that it
was not a question of dealing with our
money. If it did, there might be some
reason for directing that if an Indian

iHon. Mr. LAran.

-went into a foreign country he should
not share in it ; but on the contrary,
this legislation would deprive such
Indians of the enjoyment of their own
money. This money, at all events,
belonged to the Indians in his (Mr. P's.)
own county, who had never received a
cent from us. Their affairs were ad-
ministered by the Government, aad ho
could not really sec the justice, under
the circumstances, of taking from them
thoir own money.

lHon. Mr. LAIRD-We do not let
them use their money as they wish.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-But
you have not the right to take it away
from them.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-We do not take
it away.

Mr. FLEMING thought it strange
that Indians should be prohibited from
obtaining land in the North-West,
whei the most ignorant and illiterate
immigrant could enjoy that pre-emption
right.

Hon. Mv. MACKENZIE-It will be
more convenient to discuss that matter
when we cone to the clause in ques-
tion.

Mr. FLEMING - I allude to this
clause.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) stated
that the wording of the clause was per-
fectly clear. Indians were precluded
from the enjoyment of such a right
after an absence of five years, but yet
not entirely, as it could be restored
with the consent of the Superintendent
and of the band as well.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD-They
will not consent to give up their own
money.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-After an absence
of five years an Indian is not reputed
to beloig to a band, but 'in our experi-
ence, when an Indian returns and really
wishes to . live with the band again,
he is generally received with open
arms.

Mr. BOWELL-I understand that
this clause is to stand.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-Yes.
Mr. BOWELL-I aiso understand

that the words "professional man"
are to be added after the word "inter-
preter."

Legislation.[COMMONS.] ý
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Hon. Mr. LAIRD-Yes; that will be
one amendment.

The clause was allowed to stand.
Clause D,--Provided that any Indian

woman marrying any other than an
Indian or a non-treaty Indian shall
cease to be an Indian in any respect
within the meaning of this Act, except
that she shall be entitled to share
equally with the members of the Band
to which she formerly belonged in the
.annual or semi-annual distribution of
their annuities, interest moneys and
rents; but this income may be com-
muted to her at any time at ten years'
purchase, with the consent of the Band,
.being taken up,

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN enquired if
this was at present the law ?

lion. Mr. LAIRD replied that it was
not at present. Any Indian woman
marrying a white man was entirely
-ot off from her former rights. This
amendment was added at the request
of the Indians, who were greatly
pleased with it.

The clause was then adopted.
Clause E provided also that no half-

breed in Manitoba who has shared in
the distribution of half-breed lands shall
be accounted an Indian ; and that no
half-breed head of a family (except the
widow of an Indian, or a half-breed
who has already been admitted into a
treaty), shall, unless under very special
circumstances, to be determined by the
Superintendent General or his agent,
be accounted an Indian, or entitled to
be admitted into any Indian treaty,
being taken up,

Hon. Mr. LAIRD explained, in
reply to the Hon. M1r. Langevin,
that the reason for introducing this
provisioni was this :---Persons of mixed
blood had desired to join in the bene-
fits of treaties made, and had attained
their object, receiving their annuities
annually. Lands had been given to
the half-breeds in order to extinguish
their titles.

Sub-sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
aend 12, and section 4 were adopted
without discussion.

Section 5 - " The Siperintendent
General may authorize surveys,
plans and reports to be made of any
reserve for Indians, showing and dis-
tinguishing the improved lands, the
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forests and lands fit for settlement,
and such other information as may
be required; and may authorize that
the whole or any portion of a reserve
be sub-divided into lots," being taken
Up,

In reply to Mr. Paterson, the Hon
Mr. LAIRD stated they would be only
too ready to quthorise surveys, when
these were desired by the Indians.

Mr. PATERSON remarked that a
large minority might be opposed to this
proceeding, and the Superintendent
General might feel a delicacy about
doing so, under such circumstances,
whereas if the lattèr had simply to
carry out provisions of law, he would
relieve himself of any possible odium,

lon. Mr. LALRD-We might, how-
ever, require surveys for central loca-
tions, and disputes might arise between
Indians on the reserves, necessitating
the ordering of surveys being made
on our part.

Mr. FLEMING said h was of opin-
ion that before any steps were taken
towards the enfranchisement of the
Indians, that the clause should be
amended as follows :-" That whenever
the majority of the male members of
a band, of the full age of twenty-one
years, assembled at a meeting or coun-
cil thereof, summoned for that purpose
according to their rules, and held in
the presence of the Superintendent
General or his agent, shall decide
upon liaving the whole or any por-
tion of their reserves subdivided into
lots and held by them in severalty,
the Superintendent General may
authorize surveys, plans and reports
to be made, showing and distin guishing
the improved lands, the lorests and
lands fit for settlement, and such
other information as may be re-
quired."

Mr. PATERSON was unable to agree
with his worthy friend in this matter.
He had no objection to the clause
being added, but to take the power
from the Superintendent General and
rest it in the band alone he did not
think was desirable.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD objected to the
amendment on the ground that what
the hon. gentleman asked for was in
the enfranchisement clauses.
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Mr. BANNATYNE said that some
Indians in Manitoba had sold land to
settlers in good faith, and there seemed
to be a difficulty as to the titles of the
land on which no improvements had
been made. le thought something
ought to be donc in regard to the mat-
ter before the clause was passed.

Mr. SMITIH (Selkirk) thought it
was only fair that something should
be done to legalize these sales.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said this would be
opening up a wide field. If they ad-
mitted the right of giving titles to the
Indians, they would probably find the
whole North-West in the hands of
other persons. He found in an old
proclamation of the British Government
that purchases of lands from Indians
were strictly forbidden. It was under-
stood that Indians could not dispose of
land except by treaty to the Crown,
If an Indian occupied a piece of land
outside a reserve, although he was
allowed to enjoy the results of his im
provements he had no right to sell the
property.

Mr. SMITII (Selkirk) said this land
had been given to these Indians by
Lord Selkirk for services rendered.
The lands were situated below Sugar
Point, and permission was granted the
chief at the time the lands were given
to the band.

Mr. BANNATYNE reiterated the
statement.

Mr. FLEMING was willing to with-
draw the amendment, but he regarded
it as an essential one.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD again called the
attention to the fact, that what the
hon. gentleman. desired was provided
for in the Enfranchisement Clauses.

The clause was adopted.
On Clause 6,
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he

thought it would be a great hardship
to deprive some Indians of their ac-
quired rights as would be the case by
this clause. Some Indians had bought
lands from others.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said that such a
purchase was illegal.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN thought that
they should do something more than
merely pay those Indians for the im-

Hlon. Mi. LAIRD.

provement of those lands in which
they had acquired right.

The clause was adopted.
On the 10th clause,
Mr. SCHULTZ said there were some

men in the North-West who were al-
most pure whites, who had taken treaty
money under the belief that they would
not thereby be placed in the position
of Indians. He believed they should,
not be so classed.

lon. Mr. LAIRD thought they
were in a better position to have their
lands as they were, protected by the
Government.

Mr. SCHULTZ said these men were-
not Indians and it would be a hardship
to give them no opportunity to with-
draw from this treaty.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD remi nded the hon.
gentleman that they could have with-
drawn under the Act of 1874. Those
who did not choose to withdraw had
to be treated as Indians. He did not
see why half-breeds in Manitoba should
be treated differently from half-breeds
in other Provinces.

Mr. RYAN said there were some
Indians of the North-West who culti-
vated lands and who were not allowed
to participate in the treaty moneys.
They were not very numerous and
they should be encouraged. They
should either be allowed to share in
the treaty money or in the half-breed
lands.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said Indians who
were not half-breeds were always
allowed to come into the treaties, and
some who had lately come in were
even given back pay. There was
therefore no ground of complaint on
that score.

Mr. RYAN expressed himself per-
fectly satisfied with the ex1anation.

The Committee rose and reported
progress.

At Six o'clock the House rose for
recess.

AFTER RECESs

TUE PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Hon. Mir. CARTWRIGHT moved
that the louse go into Committee of
supply.

[,COM-XONS.l Raulroad.,
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Mr. DZCOSMOS, in amendment,
moved that the Speaker do not now
leave the Chair, but that it be

" Resoived: That in 1871 the public faith and
honour of Canada was pledged in the most
solemn manner to British Columbia ' to secure
the commencement, simultaneously, within
two years from the date of Union, of the con-
struction of a railway from the Pacific towards
the Rocky Mountains, and from such point as
might be selected east of the Rocky Mountains
towards the Pacifie, to connect the seaboard of
British Columbia with the railway systeni of
Canada; and further, to secure the completi on
of such railway within ten years from the date
of Union.'

" That owing to divers causes the construc-
tion of the said railway was not commenced in
British Columbia or elsewhere at the time
agreed upon.

" That in 1874 the Government of Canada
applied for to British Columbia and afterward
secured and accepted, through the intervention
and upon the recommendation of Her Majesty's
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,
an agreement for the relaxation of the railway
clauses of the terms of Union ; and the public
faith and honour of Canada now stand pledged
to carry the said agreement respecting the said
relaxation of the Railway clause of the terms
of Union, forthwith into operation.

" That notwithstanding the 1 ublic faith
and honour of Canada stand twice solemnly
pledged to construct the said railway and
commence the actual construction thereof in
British Columbia and elsewhere, and notwith-
standing nearly -five years have passed since
the date of Union, and nearly three years have
elapsed from the date at whych Canada agreed
first that the actual construction should be
commenced, and nearly eighteen months %ince
she agreed the second time to commence the
construction, yet the Govérnment have not, up
to the present moment, commenced the actual
construction of the said railway in the said
Province.

" That, therefore, this Huse is of the opinion
that the Government should forthwith promptly
commence and vigoro.usly and continuously
prosecute the work of the actual construction
of the said railway within British Columbia in
accordance with its solemn pledges to that
Province."

He said he had no wish to discuss
the question if the Government would
let the resolution pass. He saw, how-
ever, they were unwilling to do so,
and he would, therefore, proceed to
address the House. On the 1st of
April, 1871, an Address to Ier Majesty
passed this louse providing for the
Union of the Dominion of Canada with
British Columbia, and on the 5th of
the same month it passed the Senate,
British Columbia having passed its
Address sornetime in January, 1871.
The two Addresses were then beyond
the control of this Parliament or the
legitslation of that Province. In ac-
cordance with the 146th seetion of the

62

Union Act, an Order of the Governor
in Couneil was passed uniting British
Columbia to th e Dominion. It had
been alleged by hon. gentlemen
on both sides of this House that
a certain resolution which passed the
House of Commons on the 11th of
April, 1871, must be considered part
and parcel of the terms of Union with
British Columbia. Now, if the flouse
of Commons could by any possible
action of its own import a new condi-
tion into the terms of Union without
the assent of British Columbia or Her
Majesty's Government, or even with-
out notifying either of them, they
could do the same to-day, and if Canada,
as one of the contracting parties to the
treaty, could so make new ternis and
conditions, the Legislature of British
Columbia could upon its own motion
and without the assent of any of the
parties to the contract, do likewise and
expect the Dominion to carry out the
new terms. He wished to remove
from the minds of the hon. gentle-
men in this Parliament and throughout
this country the idea that the resolu-
tion passed in the louse on the 11th
of April, 1871, could be construed to
be of more vital force or effect than
this-that it was a scheme prepared
by the then existing Government to
construct and operate a railroad fron
the Pacifie Ocean to the railway system
of Canada.

He defied the Minister of Justice,
his (Mr. Blake's) leader, or any of his
party, by any principle of logio or
any sound .rule of interpretation of
Statutes, or by any rule of ordinary
common sense, to import that resolu-
tion into the terms of Union. He
threw down the chall3nge to the hon.
gentlemen or to any one in this re-
spect. Hiaving said this he left the
subject where it was, but if any one
did affirm that the delegate fron
British Columbia, Gov. Trutch, a, sent-
ed to this resolution, he could inform
him that he had the authority of that
gontleman to state that in the first
place he was not authorized to inter-
fere with the terms of Union, and that
in the next place his mission had no
relation to any such interference. le
would read from the despatches, to
remove from the brain of the Minister
of Justice a pa.rt of the vapour clouds
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tloating through it. Hon. members
were to bear in mind that some-
time in January, 1871, British
Columbia passed the Address for the
Union; on the lst of April it was
passed in this House; on the 5th of
April it passed the Upper House; and
on the 11 th of April that resolution was
adopted by this House. It was altedged
that Gov. Trutch, thon on a visit here,
assented to the resolution as to be
considered henceforth a part of the
terms. He quoted from Volume 4,
Sessional Paper No. 4, Paper 18, 1875.

" GOVERNMENT floUsE,
"BRITisu COLUMBIA, Jan. 23rd, 1871.

"My Loin,- have the honourto forward for
the information of your Lordship's advisers,
printed copies of the Address to the Queen,
which has been passed by the unanimous vote
of the Legislative Council, praying that Her
Majesty wili be pleased under the provisions
of the 146 section of the British North Ameri-
ca Act, to admit British Columbia into the
Dominion of Canada on the basîs of the terms
and conditions offered to this colony by the
Government of the Dominion of Canada there-
in set forth."

This was not thon on the basis of a
resolution passed on the 1 Ith of April,
after the Address had been adopted by
the Legislative Assembly of British
Columbia.

The despatch continued:-
"Gov. Trutch, who is already known to your

Lordship as one of the delegates who conferred
with them on this subject last year, will pro-
ceed to Ottawa next month for the purpose of
affording any details or information which may
be required during the passage of the corres-
ponding Address through the Canada Parlia-
ment."

It was not an Address thon different
from that of British Columbia, but
a corresponidng Address. -Gov. Trutch
was empowered merely to confer
as to details, and not as to char'ging
any condition of the terms of Union ;
and also to adjust such matters of
arrangement between the two Govern-
ments as might have been necessary
before the declaraction of Union.
He would state one of tho details:-
An Act was passed, he believed, in
1870, imposing fifty cents per gallon
on spirits for one year, with the view
of providing for the support of the tele-
graphic system of British Columbia.
In conformity with the instructions
given by the Legislative Assembly,
those who belonged to the executive and
official staff and the heads of Depart-
imeats had expected pensions, and the

Mr. DgCosmos.

County Court Judges, who also ex-
pected pensions, were anxious to have
the matter settled and the arrange-
ments concluded here, as well as in
England ; and so Gov. Truteh was sent
as a delegate to secure the final con
clusion of the preliminaries to Uni mn.

He thought that ho had shown that
the resolution referred to, and frequent-
ly mentioned in this House-and on
some occasions he had already denied
that it formed part ofthe terms-could
not by any rule of'construction,moral or
otherwise, be included as part of the
terms of Union. What was next found ?
That the Government of Canada on
the 20th of July, 1871, when the
Province was united with Canada, in
accordance with the provision in the
resolution, which ho had copied verba-
tim from the Union Act, sent to Brit-
ish Columbia surveyors and surveying
companies; for two years they con-
tinued to make exploratory surveys
of the Province with the view of
running the railway through it,
and on the 20th of July, 1873,
they expected that . this line would
be commenced. In the meantime
Sir Ilugh Allan and his associates had
received the charter to build the road;
subsequently, owing to divers causes
this charter was surrendered, and then
followed the resignation of the late
Government.

The present Administration had not
been long in power when they sent an
agent to British Columbia to request
its Government to, consent to a relaxa-
tion of the terms of Union.

le would not occupy the attention
of the House with an explanation as to
the real causes for the breaking off of
these negotiations; but one fact As
very certain: they w ere broken off,
and there ended the matter for the
time. British Columbia then peti-
tioned Her Majesty the Queen to urge
the Dominion Government to carry out
the terms of Union, and possibly six
months were occupied in the-negotia-
tions between this Government, the
agent of British Columbia at London
and Lord Carnarvon, Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

In November, 1874, ho thought Lord
Carnarvon made his recommendation;
and in December of the same year-
these facts might be easily verified-
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this Government agreed to carry out
this recommendation, with which Brit-
ish Columbia was content.

An Hon. Gentleman-No!
Mr. DECOSNIOS-Some hon. gentle-

nan said, " No." Well, it was a very
small gun that blew off " No."

le was willing to believe that the
Premier intended to do so faithfully;
but a split occurred at the time in the
Ministerial party, and although the
Bill necessary to make these condi-
tions operative was carried yet, when
it went to the Upper House, the friends
-of the Hon. Minister of Justice joined
the Opposition, and by this means
threw it out.

Hon.Mr. BLAK E-I bave no friends.
Mr. IDECOSMOS-The hon. gentle-

man said that he has no friends. If
the hon. gentleman pursued his vacil-
lating policy any longer he would not
have many friends. If the hon. gen-
tleman was prepared with his new de-
parture and wished to get rid of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; if he was also
prepared for minority representation,
if he was ready for compulsory voting,
besides supporting his hon. friend from
Botbwell in his motion regarding the
Senate, and to induce the Leader of the
Government to concur in it so far as to
say he would vote for it and then pro-
mise to take it into consideration and
bring it down to the House, the hon,
gentleman would have few friends.

The hon. gentleman's bond fide leader
had not mentioned one iota of the vagar-
ies of the hon. gentleman in the Speech
from the Throne; and under these
circunistances the hon. gentleman
night well say that he had no friends.

Let them look at the friends of the
hon, gentleman; the Hon. Mr. Mac-
Master and the Hon. Mr. Penny, both
he believed life-long supporters of the
Ministerial party, voted against the
Bill introduced by the Leader of the
Government. The next day SeDtor
MacMaster, however, withdrew his
vote, although it had then appeared
printed on the Journals, but taking
this view of the case, it still stood 22
to 21. If the friends of the Minister of
Justice had then voted for the Bill it
Would have been carried, and the diffi-
eulties which now existed would not
have occurred.

62~

What more did they do? The Minis-
try induced the Government of British
Columbia to pass an Act to enable
them to take a certain belt of land for
the construction of the Railway.
But what did the Dominion Cabi-
net do? Why, nothing save • that
on the 20th of September they assent-
ed to a Minute in Council passed on
the 14th, proposing to the Govern-
ment of British Columbia to surrender
their right to the building of a road
between Esquimalt aind Nanaimo,
compensation to the amount of $750,-
000 to be given, not for delays that
had taken place, but for delays that
might occur. Naturally enough the
Government of that Province refused
to accept this as an equivalent for the
possible expenditure of two millions of
dollars.

That Minute of Council was publish-
ed in the Provincial Press, and then the
Globe, the great organ and oracle of
the Ministerial Party stated, evidently
according to the information contained
in the letter of Sir Alexauder T. Galt,
that it was on the one part a surrender
by British Columbia, and by the Domin-
ion Government on the other part, for
some indelinite period for the con-
struction of the Pacific Railway.

Now, having found the interpretation
put upon the despatch in British
Columbia corroborated by a review of
that Minute in Council in the Globe,
how could they by any possible means
understand anything else than that the
review of the Globe was a matter of
inspiration sent to them by the Gov-
ernment at Ottawa ? The Opposition
papers having taken the matter up,they
knew there was no escape from it; and
so they said it meant so and so, but
any one reading that Minute in Council
could not put any other construction
upon it than that to which he had
referred. The Legislature of British
Columbia met, and having considered
the Minute in Council forwarded to
Her Majesty's Government an Address
asking her to urge the Dominion
Government to carry out their pledge
to British Columbia. There the matter
rested. He had stated that the Gov-
ernment had done nothing except pass
this Minute in Council. He would,
however, tell them some things the Gov-
ernment did do. At the time when thia
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docurnient was in the breeches pocket
of the hon. gentleman at Ottawa they
had ordered two survey parties out,
one starting in Nanaimo and the other
Esquimalt, to make a location survey
on that road. in addition to that the
Government ordered previously £5,000
worth of steel rails, which were landed
in British Columbia at the very mo-
ment this Minute in Council was in the
hands ofthe hon. members of the Exec-
utive. The Privy Council at that very
moment showed a degree of duplicity
that was quite astonishing. The people
of British Columbia thought the railway
was going to be built. There were the
rails, there were the surveys and there
was the despatch which was witheld
for some six or seven days after
it was agreed to in Council. Now, the
Government of British Columbia
having promptly refused the offer of
670,000, that was supplemented by the
Minute in Council, going at length,
into the merits of the case, and
that was forwarded here. That left
British Columbia on Februrry 2nd
and would arrive in Ottawa on
the 16th of the month. A month
later a Minute in Council was passed
here in reply, thus prohibiting the
Parliament from having an oppor-
tunity of hearing the report of Her
Majesty's principle Secretary of State
for the Colonies on the two Minutes of
Council of February 2nd, of British
Columbia and that of the Dominion
Government. Where the matter stood
at the present moment was this. The
people of British Columbia were dis-
satisfied and the Government of Canada
was recalcitrant. The people of British
Columbia were so much dissatisfied that
in his latest letterg from that Province
he was told that if there was no bonâ

fide work commenced within thatProv-
ince immediately, an agitation would
commence that would end in the
secession of the Province from this
Dominion.

Mr. RYMAL--They do not mean any-
thingr,

M. DECOSMOS said he sincerely
hoped they did not mean anything,
and that they would not carry their
threats into execution; and if the Gov-
ernment were prepared to (o the Prov-
ince justice they would not.

Mr. DECoSMoS.

Railroad.

Mr. JONES (HIalifax)-They had
better settle up first.

Mr. DECOSMOS desired to state in
reply to the senior member for Halifax,
that in looking into the public accounts
he found that much abused Prov-
ince called Nova Scotia, which that hon.
gentleman had laboured hard to take-
over to annexation or anywhere else,.
had received up to July 30th, 1873,
82,500,000 more out of the Treasury
than they paid into it, and he would
like to know whether the hon. gentle-
man, when he was moving at that time
to go out of the Union, would have been
prepared to pay over that $2,500,000.

Mr. JONES-Of course.
Mr. DECOSMOS was very sorry that

this duty had been imposed on him. It
was a painful duty to him to have to
call the attention of the Government
and the House to a violation of the
terms of Union. He was one of the
first to move for Confederation with
the Dominion, and had had in conse-
quence to bear more abuse and exper-
ience more difficulties than any other
man in his Province. He contended,
right or wrong, in season or out of
season, that the people of Canada were
an honourable people and would carry
out whatever they agreed to, and that
they would not on any occasion be
unfaithful to their pledge. But it was
his lot again after the Union had ben
consummated, after they had been
united for five years, to rise up in the
House and say faith had not been kept
with British Columbia. He would like
to know whose fault it was that faith
had not been kept with British Colum-
bia ? Was it the fault of the people of
that Province ? 'The hon. member
for Bothwell said yes, but he could as-
sure him that there were utterances
even of members of Parliament that
could not be believed, and he had
not the slightest doubt that there were
oaths of some members of Parliament
that would not be believed, but he
hoped they did not belong to this'
Parliament. Before he went any
iurther he desired to call the attentiol
of the House to its own acts. The
resolution he had offered asked that
the Government should forthwith
cause this railway to be proceeded
with. Now, what did the House and
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the Government do last year ? The
Goverament recommended, and the
House voted $6,250,000 for works of
construction. The funds having been
placed at the disposal of the Gov-
ernment lie could not for one moment
conceive why the Government did not
go ahead and commence the work of
construction in British Columbia. The
Government not having done so, he and
the people of British Columbia regard-
ed it asj a legitimate grievance. The
Minute of Council of September 12th
said this:-" The proposed railway

from Nanimo to Esquamalt does not
"form a portion of the Canadian Pacific

Railway as defined by the Act."
Now, it was within the knowledge of the
House, and it was within the knowledge
of the hon. member for Charlevoix, that
in the Session of 1872, on the floor of
this Hoube, after the point had been
settled respecting the eastern ter-
minus of that road, that he put a ques-
tion to the Government asking where
they intended to make the western
terminus of the road ? The hon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix, then Minister of
Public Works, stated that the Govern-
ment intended to make Esquimalt the
terminus, and he afterwards learned
the hon. gentleman had made that
statement after consultation with his
colleagues.

On the 7th of June, 1873, an Order
in Council, on the recommendatiDn of
the chief engineer, was passed making
Esquimalt the terminus. In addition
to that a belt of land was reserved,
and was still held, on the east coast of
Vancouver Island at the request of the

cminion Government and to some
extent in conformity with the Statute
of Union. When Mr. Edgar was sent
to British Columbia, authorized to make
a proposition to that Province, he
stated the Government would build
that portion of the railway from Es-
quimalt to Nanaimo, and in another
place he speaks of the whole line.
Now the word " portion" implies being
a part of the whole, and therefore the
interpretation put upon this by the
agent of the Dominion Government
was simply carrying out the idea of
the lon. ex-Min ister of Public Works.
It would be unreasonable to end that
railway on a bluff on the sea coast or
on the top of a mountain, or where

there is not a harbour approachable at
all hours of the day and al] sea-
sons of the year. The road on
Vancouver terminates at the only port
which can successfully compote with
the rival railways in the United States,
five of which are now in course of con-
struction and one in actual operation.
The Order in Council offering $750,000
to British Columbia repudiated this
branch of the trans-continental railway,
and after the Government of that Pro-
vince had refused it, the Dominion
Government, instead of commencing
the work of construction and prosecut-
ing it vigorously, had done nothing, and
in the estimates had put down nil
instead of a million. It merely showed
this Government had no intention
whatever to commence the construction
of the railway this year in British
Columbia. The Minute in Council said
this road on the Island was offered as
compensation for the delay in construct-
ing the railway. He denied this, and
challenged the Minister of Justice or
any of his colleagues to produce a
solitary letter, telogram or communica-
tion sbowing that this Government had
offered to build this portion of the
road as a matter of compensation.
In order to convince ler Majesty's
Government they had done all they
could and more than should be expected
of them, a financial statement was at-
tached to the Minute in Council. The
Minister of Justice stated that British
Columbia, with a population of 10,000,
paid into the Dominion Treasury for
the last six months of 1876 the sum of
$275,333, which would give for the
financial year, if an equal amount
should be paid in the next six months,
$550,000-equal to $55 per head, ac-
cording to the hon. gentleman's own
figures. In 1871-2, British Columbia
paid $36.29 per head (according to the
hon. gentleman's basis), in 1872-3,
$38.53; in 1873-4, $39.11; in 1874-5,
$46.40; and in 1875, $55.06.

Mr. MILLS-What is the popula-
tion?

Mr. DECOSMOS said he took the
Hon. Minister of Justice's own figures
as they appeared in the Minute of
Council sent to Her Majesty. In the
heat of an election in West Toronto,
the same hon. gentleman said the popu-
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lation was one-third of that constitu-
ency, which would give 6,700 as the
population of the Province. At Walk-
erton or Aurora, the hon. gentleman
said there were not two thousand
men in British Columbia. His last
estimate was 10,000, and if the hon.
gentleman kept on he would be able to
form more statesmanlike opinions than
he had apparently yet entertained.

In 1874 Ontario paid into the
Treasury $2.69 per head; Quebec,
$5.55; Nova Scotia, $3.63; New Bruns-
wick, $4.89; Manitoba, $5.69; British
Columbia (according to the figures of
the Minister of Justice), $39.11. It
appeared somewhat extraordinary that
one tax payer in British Columbia was
equal to 13 tax payers of the great
Province of Ontario. British Columbia
had paid into the Dominion Treasury
since the Union $1,879,226, and re-
ceived from the Dominion $1,204,338
more than that amount. This was
advanced as a reason why that Pro-
vince should not complain. That
would be very good for a special plea
to put before people who knew nothing
about settling new countries and build-
ing up a nationality, but it would not
deceive the people of this country who
took large views of such matters.
When British Columbia came into
the Union her people had full
faith in ber future, but she was a
young and struggling colony. They
were prepared to barter ber future for
assistance in.the present to construct
public works and settle the country.
For that assistance she would after-
wards pay a hundred or even a thou-
sand fold. To illustrate this, he show-
ed that a gentleman purchases an estate
and bas money enough to pay for it,
but not to improve it. He borrows
money paying interest on it, and by-
and-by receives not merely in rents his
interest on the capital invested, but his
estate is so increased in value that it
gives him a profit on his outlay. Now
this Government in looking at British
Columbia, Manitoba and the North-
West should take the same view and
say : " We are real estate buyers. We
" inter.d to be real estate owners. We
"eau buy this estate from the western
"boundary of Ontario to the Pacific
" by the payment of a small sum an-
« nually, and we will invest money in

Mr. DECosmos.

"it from time to time by borrowing."
Now, coming back to British Col-

umbia, instead of these moneys being
charged against the Province as a
sum of money paid out of the con-
solidated revenue or out of the income,
it should be charged to the account of~
capital, and then it would show that
the Dominion had paid $1,200,000
more than was received from British
Columbia, at 4 per cent. for interest
and j per cent. for sinking fund; all
British Columbia would have against
ber to-day would be $54,00»-
per annum. Any statesman would
take this view of the matter, that the
money necesgary to keep the Govern-
ment of British Columbia moving
under the Federal system should be
considered as money paid ont of capi-
tal instead of out of income. Still
further he wisbed to draw the at-
tention of this House to some simple
facts, and he would leave the hon.
gentlemen to draw their own con-
clusions. In 1872-3, the revenue paid
to this Dominion by British Columbia,
was $385;330. By the statement
brought down by the Hon. Minister of
Justice for 1875, it was $550,666 to the
end of that year. Deduct the revenue
of 1872-3 from that and they had an
increase of revenue in that Province
of $165,336. Within a period. of
three years they had the revenue
of that Province increasing nearly
fifty per cent. According to the same
ratio-taking the hon. gentleman's
10,000 as the pDpulation of that Pro-
vince, which he need not sav was
incorrect, add 5,000 more to it and it
would bring the annual revenue paid to
the Dominion up to nearly $80,000.
It might be well for some hon. gentle-
men to sneer at a Province that was
increasing so rap idly in revenue, but
they who drew their conclusions with-
out prejudice would see that British
Columbia was one of the most promis-
ing Provinces, and one that it was the
duty of the Dominion by all possible
means to sympathise with and sup-
port. Another item in these expenses
charged to the Province was this:
That Province did not require all the
expenditure that the Federal Govern-
ment had gone to, and which they
would not have incurred if they were
alone. But the federal system of Gov-
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ernment entailed extra expenses on
each of the Provinces that they would
n:>t have if they controlled their own
legislation. These additional expenses
he considered should not be charged
to the Province. So far as the railway
expenditure was concerned, British
Columbia had no control over it ; it
was an expenditure entirely within
the bounds of the Dominion Govern-
ment, and in his opinion one-half the
money was wasted inuseless explor-
tions. He believed they were wasting
money in useless surveys there to-day.
There were only two or three places
where they could get through the
Cascade range with a railway, and
any one of sound judgment would
see at once, if he were not an engi
neer, where that road ought to go.
But what was the case? They had
been now nearly five years exploring
for a route, and up to the present time
the hon. Minister said they had not
found one, and the Minute in Council
says they had not found a lne. By some
strange means or other they had no
report brought down to this House of
the surveys for 1874, althouglh the last
surveyors from British Columbia re-
turned to headquarters in November,
and the chief of that division came
here early. Up to the present time
five months had elapsed and no report
had been brought in. He was prepared
to say that these reports had been kept
back designedly. When the reports
were brought down in 1874 they
were also kept to the last moment
and it was now just as the House was
about to close and when no one would
have an opportunity to move a resolu-
tion or ask for information, this rail-
way report would have to be brought
down and they would be asked to act
upon it. He regretted the course which
the Government had taken to-day, as
nothing more or less than using this
House to register their decrees. 11e
thought Parliament, whether under the
control of a majority or not, ought to
be a deliberative body, and they should
lot be compelled to sit there night and

day simply to register the decrees of
the Goverument without having an op-
portunity for fairly discussing every
guestion that came before them.
f he had supposed for a moment that

any opportunity would have been al-

lowed him to bring forward this reso-
lution during the present Session at
any other time, he would not have
taken advantage of the motion that
Mr. Speaker leave the chair and that
the House go into Committee of Supply
to put it before the House. He hoped
hon. gentlemen would give it the full
and fitir consideration which its im-
portance deserved and prove to the
people of this Dominion, to the people
oC British Coluinbia and to the people
of Great Britain that the Parliament of
Canada, or at least a large majority of
Parliament, are men who are not pre-
pared to tarnish their honour nor vio-
late the public faith.

Mr. CHARLTON said the question
was one of great importance to the
Dominion of Canada; it was a question,
the consideration of which ought to
engage the grave attention of this
House and country. . As to the respon-
sibility of the Uovernment for the
speedy construction of the road, lie did
not propose to enter into it; but lie
proposed to briefly look at the question
upon its abstract merit, to look ut it
apart from any complication or any
agreement that may surround it
just as if we were upon the
threshold of the negotiation and about
entering into the construction of the
Pacifie Railway at this moment. If
no elements entered into the discussion
but the feasibility of tbe project, and
the proper time to build the road,
what would be the probable course this
country would take in this matter ?
He thou<ht it would be held to be an
absurdi y to agree within a stipulated
time, without consideration of the re-
sources or ability of the country or
the difficulties of the route, to build that
railroad through 2,700 miles of wilder-
ness. He believed that the agree-
ment to build a road 2,700 miles
for the use of 22,000 inhabi-
tants, or less than ten to the mile,
would be looked upon as the height of
absurdity. Of course it might be held
that the railway would.develop busi-
ness and increase the population, but
he apprehended that we should be
guided in the celerity with which we
prosecuted that.project by the amount
of business that might be developed on
that road as it proceeded in its con-
struction. Of course the projectors
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and promoters of the enterprise would
claim that after the road was opened
from ocean to ocean a large amount of
through business would be developed,
but ho thought there was a great deal
of fallacy in the estimate of the probable
amount of through freight. He be-
lieved that the estimate of Asiatic trade
likely to be secured was greatly ex-
aggerated. The popular impression
that the Union Pacifie Railway was
largely supplied 'vith freight from the
China and Japan trade was erroneons?
There was a line of steamers from San
Francisco to China and Japan, sending
a ship once a month each way, and the
amount of business furnished by these
steamers to the Union Pacifie did not
amount, in his belief, to one full train
per week ; and that was not all through
business, but partly business for the
.Mississippi valley. The United States
commenced canvassing the project of
building a railway' from the western
limit of their railway system to the
Pacifie, not when the country had a
population of four millions, but of
twenty millions, and then they felt
themselves unable to cope with such a
gigantie undertaking. It was not until
the United States had over 30,000,000
inh abitants, and a population of 750,000
on the Pacifie slope and the Western
Territories, that they ventured on the
construction of the Pacifie Railway.
They did not commence that railway
apy too late; the time had come, but
not more than come, for entering into
such a project, and the line to be built
was only about 1,700 miles in length
instead of 2,700 as in Canada. The
construction of the Noithern Pacifie
Railway was not commenced and pro-
ceeded with until the rails had been
laid from the head of Lake Superior to
the Missouri River, and then the pro-
jeet failed, carrying down its promo-
tors to ruin, demonstrating that the
time for the construction of that road
had not come. The portion of that
line constructed had the business of
Manitoba, the Upper Missouri and of
Montana. It had not paid running ex-
penses although it was infinitely more
feasible than the Canada Pacific was
to-day.

In 1872 a great panie swept over
the United States; it prostrated the
business of that country, and it was

Mr. CHARLTON.

felt by every commercial nation on the
face of the globe. What was the im-
mediate cause that led to that prostra-
tion ? It was the building of railways
in advance of the requirements of the
country, through sparsely settled dis-
tricts. It was the sinking of money
and means in unproductive enterprises
-capital that was practically lost and
squandered, and that was what con-
tributed more largely than any other
cause to the panic in the United States.
Without building the Canada Pacifie
Railway the Dominion was now verg-
ing upon the condition which the
United States were in at that time,
with regard to railway expenditures,
when the panic overtook them. We
had built railways now that were not
required. The Government were opera-
ting railway lines that were an
expense to the country, and they were
about to open another railway that
would be a tax upon our resources and
a charge upon the revenue of the coun-
try for an indefinite period. The
Dominion was perhaps on the verge of
disaster from unproduct ive investments
in public works, and the time had come
to consider our position and go
cautiously on in the course we
had now taken. If we were on the
threshold of this great enterprise, and
were governed by the dictates of
reason and by the extent of our ability
and our resources, what would be the
course we would take with regard to
the Canadian Pacifie Railway ? At
first, in bis opinion, we would build a
line of road from Lake Superior to
Lake Winnipeg, and there we would
pause, as we would have afforded com-
munication from the Winnipeg basin
to the great lakes of America, and
would have given to the entire valley
of the Saskatchewan an outlet to the
markets of the world. Then it would
be natural for this country to wait
until settlement had increased in the
country and its resources were de-
veloped and until further communica-
tion was required for the people of the
North-West. When that time arrived,
if it were ten, twenty, thirty or fifty
years, ho would then proceed with the
construction of that road to the interior
of the continent, and not before.

It was a mistake, a fallacy, to sup-
pose that the construction of railway
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lines made a nation great or added to
its wealth or prosperity unless they
were constructed for a legitimate
purpose to afford the population and
produce of a country egress and in-
gress and the means of inter-com-
munication ; otherwise what was in-
vested in a railway was money lost,
until it began to make returns for the
investment.

Although we had in the North-West,
as he was proud to state, an extensive
and fertile region, for certain reasons
he believed that its settlement must
necessarily proceed slowly. le did
not believe that a great exodus of the
inhabitants of Europe would pass to
theie plains, as had been the case with
the Prairie States of the American
Union. Quite a large proportion of
European immigrants would avoid it;
the Germans would naturally go
further south; the residients of the
British Isles, to a great extent, would
follow this example. Though the Scan-
dinavians would likely go there, still
it would fill up slowly, and until a
great influx came into that region it
was folly to make provisions for their
wants. Ie had often heard the griev-
ances of British Columbia aired on
the floor of this House. A stranger un-
acquainted with the circumstances
might suppose that it Lad been griev-
ously treated and that the policy of
Canada toward it had been one of par-
simony and severity; but this was not
the case. Six members from that
Province representing in al] one-halfof
the population he represented, had
seats here, and they made more noise
than the delegates from any other
Province. His hon. friend from Vic-
toria admitted that British Columbia
Lad received, since the Union. $1,300,
000 more from our revenues than it had
contributed to them-or $130 per head,
counting men, women and children;
and the Government had offered that
Province $7>0,000, or $75 per head.
Yet this had been spurned with con-
tempt, though it was equivalent to $300-
000,000, if settled in the same propor-
tion on the whole population of
the Dominion. The Government
were disnosed to treat British
Columbia with the utmost liberality,
recognizing the fact that it was still
young, with extensive but undeveloped

resources; they were indeed anxious
to do so, looking upon it as a portion
of the Dominion which should grow
powerful, populous and great, and to
any reasonable demands on its part
they would cheerfully accede. But
they did not hold that this was to be
secured at the expense of the prosper-
ity of the entire Dominion; the inter-
ests of 10,000 people on the west side
of the Rocky Mountains were not of
more importance than those of four
millions on the east side. The Pacific
Railway policy of the Government was
as liberal as the people of Canada
would sanction in connection with an
enterprise likely to be barren in
ecònomic results, and if such a
policy was adopted as would increase
their burdens, the Government that
did so would be overthrown in disaster
and disgrace. The accumulation of a
great debt, and the imposition of in-
crased taxation in this relation would
defeat the very object they had in
view.

Some twenty years a o, in Iowa,
there was a railway mania similar to
that which at present afflicted the Do-
minion ; every county and town ofany
consequence must have railway com-
munication. To secure this the system
of bon ding counties, muunicipalities,
cities and towns was entered into, tax-
ation grew to 2, 3, 4, and 5 per cent.
per annum, and the grass grew in
many of their streets. The heavy
burden of taxation kept away immi-
grants and the railways did no busi-
ness. Liabilities had been incurred to
the extent of $15,000,000; and so it
would be in our case if a similar policy
were pursued. The proper policy of
the Government was to build this road
as fast as the means at its disposal
would permit, without adding to the
burdens of the people; and any Gov-
ernment that taxed too severely the
resources of the country in the prose-
cution of this work would be recreant
to their trust and would receive in due
time the condemnation of the people
for such an act of folly.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) was
glad, for the sake of honesty and fair
play, to see one of the supporters of
the Government tear off the mask
in this connection, and openly favour
the repudiation of the solemn obli-
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gations of Canada. When he read
the precious Minutes of Council of the
20th of September and 13th of March,
-especially the latter-he became
Cmvineed that although couched in
the most enigmatical language, they
naturally meant nothing save repudia-
tion ; and the hon. member for Norf olk
had boldly come forward and stated
that he was not in favour of preserving
Canada's honour intact, proving to the
world that Canadians could not be
bound by treaties. He had hoped that
this would never have occurred in the
bouse; but he was'glad to see it now,
as it showed what they had to expect
from the party in power. The people
of British Columbia now clearly knew
who were their friends and who their
foes. lis hon. frierid had spoken
about 10,000 people ; but this kind of
nonsense should be stopped. It was
no business of that or of any other
hon. gentlemen, whether the popula-
tion of British Columbia was 10,000 or
one million. An article of agreement,
whieh they were called upon to ratify,
was simply in question. They were
not to decide whether 10,000 people
should have six representatives or not;
or whether these six possessed as
much brass as the hon. mem5ber for
Norfolk; he did not think, however,
that they possessed as much. The
hon. gentleman proposed to treat
this question on its abstract merits ;
but this road was not intended to bene-
fit 22,000 people, but the whole Domin-
ion. The hon. gentleman said that
the Unit:d States had not built a
road 1,700 miles in length until they
had thirty millions of people ; but this
railway was nearer 2,000 than 1,700
miles in length ; and the hon. gentle-
man forgot to mention the connecting
lines west from Chicago to Omaha, and
the bridging of the Miissouri in this
connection. The Western States had
been developed by means of railways ,
and this must also be the case in the
North-West. The doctrines of the
hon. gentleman would never serve to
settle the country.

The Hon. Minister of Justice four
years ago proclaimed that ho was will-
ing that the national faith should ho
k ept, but since that date the hon. gen-
tleman had adopted another course,
coinciding in opinion with the hor.

Mr. THOMPSON.

Railroad.

member from Norfolk. The hon. gen-
tleman had accepted office, and he
understood from the hon. gentleman's
utterances that the other Ministers had
adopted, in a great measurie, his doc-
trines in this connection.

The Cabinet bad exhibited a want of
energy-he would not say duplicity, as.
it would be unparliamentary -with re-
gard to carrying on the surveys for
the railway, and the people of British
Columbia were disgusted. MLany had
there opposed the acceptance of the
terms of Union on the ground
that the Canadians would not
keep their promises. He had fouglit
for the Union, and he regretted that the
predictions of its opponents had proved
true. The people of British Columbia
had taken up lands and made prepara-
tions for the building of the railway;
but now all their hopes in this relation
were blasted. The Premier had last
year made a promise as to when the
road would be commenced ; but the
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway Bill
had been afterwards defeated, and the
hon. gentleman had thon stated that he
would proceed in a very short time
with the construction of the main line.

In reply to a question asked by the
hon. member for West Westminster as
to whether the Government intended
to lay before the House that season
the report of the Pacifie Survey in
British Columbia during the past year,
and whether they intended locating-
the proposed railway on the main
land during the ensuing year, the hon.
Premier made the following reply:

The report for the last year up te
"30th June is a ready Uefore the
"House, the report of the latter half
"year is not prepared and therefore
"cannot be presented to the House.
"It is only a week, I think, since the

last of the parties returned who were
"out on the last exploring survey, but

I hope to be in a position within a
"fortnight to give a summary to the
"House of what has actually been done
"during the past season up to the first
"of January, which will practically

lay the present position of the sur-
"vey before the House as fully as it is
"possible to do before Parliament
"rises." Again on March 5th, the
Hon. Premier went in to a very full

882 The Pacific



[MARca 28, 1876.]

discussion of the subject, and in the
course of his remarks said :-

" A complete instrumental survey has been
made from Tete Jaun Cache down the valley
of the Fraser River, that is following the north
bend of the Fraser by what is known as route
No. 6, down to Fort George, where the Ne-
chaco river falls into. the Fraser. At that
point it civerges somewhat west, but still fol-
lowing the valley of the Fraser, but ascending
the Tete Jaun Cache. The distance from
Yellowhead Pass to Fort George is 245 miles,
with extremely favourable gradients and light
works of construction. This result is obtained,
as I remarked, by following the sinuosities of
the Fraser river in a general way, and after
leaving the Fraser the route is marked No. 7,
although it is No. 6 down to a certain point
called the Old Fort. A survey was projeeted
from Fort George across the Chilcotin country
to connect at Lake Tatla with the surveys
made in 1873 to Bute Inlet. The whole distance
from Fort George to Bute Inlet is about 305
miles, but a small portion of that route is still
unsurveyed, being a portion of the country at
the head of Nechaco River, a distance of fifty or
sixty miles. Except over this small distance
there is no practical difficulty whatever to be
encountered in passing through the country,
following the valley of the Fraser as I have
stated, and this gap is being at present sur-
veyed by a party on snow-shoes ; the only
reason for doing that is to enable the Govern-
ment at once to determine whether this part
of the ioute presents any formidable physical
obstructions, for if it does not we shall then
be able to locate at once the whole of the line
through British Columbia, if we decide to
adopt this route. We have no reason to
believe there is any serious obstruction in
those fifty or sixty miles of country; but as
the engineers were formerly deceived by the
loose reports of Indians about the Clear Water
country, it was thought best not to assume
that no difficulty existed, but to make ourselves
certain as to the true facts we sent a party
through the country to make surveys."

Now, when they had such a state-
ment made to the louse a year ago by
the Hon. Premier, it certainly was very
strange that nothing should be known
of the 50 or 60 miles being surveyed a,
year ago last winter. It seemed the
Governmnent were determined to in-
definitely protract the surveys from
season to season, and no doubt another
year would be added before anything
would be done. When he told the
people of British Columbia that Parlia-
ment would proceed with the work as
soon as they could, the people ridiculed
the idea and asserted that the Govern-
ment never intended to build the road.
le considered that in passing this

resolution the House would simply
express the opinion that the Govern-
ment had not done their duty in carry-
ing on the surveys in British Columbia,
and it called upon the Government to

proceed vigorously with those surveys'
He thought if the Government would
look to the future interests of the
country they would proceed with the
road at once. The hon. member for
Norfolk had told the House that the
Northern Pacifie Railroad had been
abandoned, and that it was a far more
feasible undertaking thari the Canadian
Pacifie. But that statement was not
borne out by the facts. On the con-
trary it was known that the Canadian
Pacifie had far superior advantages,
both as regards the building of the road
and the opportunities for settlement
on its route than the Northern
Pacifie, which had to pass through the
great American desert ; whereas the
Canadian Pacifie, for the great part, ran
from Red River to the Rocky Mountains
through a fertile country capable of
settlement and the production of cereals
to a high degree. If the Government
would only follow the example of thee
neighbouring Republic they would see a
way of building the road. There they
were trying to reorganize the Northern
Pacifie, and if the Canadian road was
not built before the Northern Pacifie,
Canada would be the loser. The South-
ern Pacifie would probably be pushed
along with vigour,and when they found
a country able to build a road from the
Missouri to the Pacific in 3½ years,
encountering most serious obstacles in
the Rocky Mountains, and then in the
Sierro Nevadas; and when they saw
the immense traffic and freight going
over the road, it should stimulate
the Government to proceed with
this at once. The hon. member
for Norfolk had said that the
trade with China was insignificant.
The hon. gentleman ought to have
known that beside the one steamer
monthly, there were a very large num-
ber of sailing vessels from China, Aus-
tralia, the Pacifie Islands and other
places, and the productions of Califor-
nia were sent over the road to the east.
But he maintained that the road would
create a traffie for itself. When they
looked abroad they saw the Russian
Empire pushing their road from the
Baltic to the Pacific in one continuous
lino. It would be said that this Do.
minion was behind the age and an ob-
scure settlement if it failed to construut
this road. He hoped the Government
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would see their way clear to go on en-
ergetically with this work. The hon.
member for Norfolk had told them that
any Ministry that launched into so
wild a scheme would be false to the
interests of the country, but he (Mr.
Thompson) would say that if no Min-
istry could stand without violating the
plighted faith of the country then the
sooner such Ministry, or 10,000 such
Ministries, were swept away the better.
If the country was only to become
great by repudiation and national
bankruptcy, the sooner his Province
retired from the Confederation the
better it would be for itself.

iMir. RYMAL said he was well aware
of the views he had always held on
the question. He never did believe
that the Canadian people were in a
position to undertake the building of
so gigantic a work without ruin to
themselves, and the more he had
studied over this matter the more con-
fidently did he th'nk he was correct.
So far as his friends in British Colum-
bia were concerned, he had the kindest
feeling imaginable towards them. H1e
wished them all the prosperity it was
possible for them to enjoy, but he was
not willing that all Canada and her
interests should be sacrificed in order
to please British Columbia in this re-
spect.

Let us consider the position the
people would stand in were the Gov-
ernment foolish or mad enough to un-
dertake to build thisgreat work. Our
present debt is $140,000,000. If our
Canadian Pacifie Railroad should cost
at the same rate as the
Union and Central Pacific railroad,
it would involve an outlay of $300,(00,
000. 11e was willing, however, to
place it at $200,000,000. Then we
had entered into engagements in the
way of canals and other public works
that would add another $60,000,000 to
our debt, and if our railroad should be
completed in ten or twelve years, our
publie debt would reach $400,000,000.
t was as easy to say $400,000,000 as

400,000,000 cents, but not so easy to
get it out of thepockets of the tax-
payers. Let us see what that means.
Interest on $380,000,000 at five per
cent. would be $19,000,000 annually.
Moreover, the First Minister when
speaking on this subject two or three

Mr. TiiompsoN.

years ago, said if the road were ever
completed it would take a subsidy of
$6,000,000 annually to keep it in run-
ning order. This would make an
annual charge on the people of Canada
of $25,000,000. He had made a calcu-
lation of the number of teams it would
take to move the interest on our pub-
lie debt. Suppose twenty silver dollars
weigh a pound, and a team is able to
draw a ton, it would take a string of
teams 3Ï miles long, one team to
every two rods, 160 to the mile, in all
600 teams. To move our entire debt
would require 9,600 teams, forming a
string of 60 miles. Fancy what a
caravan it would be extending from
this city beyond Prescott, drawing the
public debt of 4,000,000 of people.
He did not believe he had overdrawn
this picture, and when people
told him the 4,000,000 inhabiting
this Dominion were able to bear such
a burden of debt, he had come to
the conclusion they were mad or
crazy. He believed it would be ut-
ter madness for the Government at a
tim-e like this-yea, Le was going to
say, within the lifetime of anyone in
this Hlouse-to attempt to build this
entire line of railway. He was willing,
nay, anxious if it could be shown to
be in the public interest to go step
by step with these improvements,
but it was utter madness or worse
to undertake to do so at the pres-
ent time. He called upon the Gov-
ernment to beware if they wished
to retain their seats. Everything sur-
rounding the inception of the Paci-
fie Railway had caused grief, ruin and
shame to one great party, and if the
Government ventured to follow in their
footsteps they would meet the same
results. Unless they made haste slow-
ly they would find themselves, as
Paddy said, " standing prostrate."
He approved of the economical policy
of the Government and advised them
to continue it until more prosperous
times came. If he remained in this
House he would give a parting kick
to one Government after another until
he could find one that would learn the
secret of economy-the true success of
a people. Extravagance was as dis-
astrous to nations as to individuals.
This resolution would have the- effect
of drawing the attention of the people
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to what they had to expect, and British
Columbia would know that while the
Dominion was willing to treat them
fairly, generously and justly, it was
not willing that the entire interests of
Canada should be sacrificed to their
needs.

Mr.WORKMAN said he had opposed
this scheme as strongly as he could
when it was first brought up in this
House, and the more he thought of the
subject the more he was convinced of
the wisdom of the course he then pur-
sued. He was quite certain if this
railway were carried out in the manner
proposed by the late Government, our
country would be sunk to a state al-
most of bankruptcy. This question
ought to be met in a spirit of
kindness and conciliation, because
the people of British Columbia had
some claims upon us. The bon. mem-
ber for Wentworth had very clearly
shown the amount of debt this under-
taking would impose upon this coun-
try. Our debt was $140,000,000 al-
ready. Were we prepared in order to
construct a railway for some 9,000, or
at most 12,000 people to double that
debt ? He could conceive of nothing
more disastrous than the reckless
spirit that seemed to take possession
of some members of this House. They
seemed to think so long as they could
borrow money in England at a low
rate of interest and spend it here rock-
lessly the country would be the gainer.
There never was a greater mistake,
because if we' wish to maintain the in-
tegrity, honour and credit of Canada
abroad, we must guard with the strict-
est economy and care our public ex-
penditures. Suppose this railway were
constructed and in running order to-
morrow, was there any company that
would undertake to run two trains per
day over it for less than $5,000,000 a
year bonus and all the earnings of the
road in addition? He did not think there
was. During this very inonth of March
it would require over 1,000 men to keep
that road in running order, and what
would it be for? To keep up commu-
nication with some eight or ton thou-
sand people on the other side of the
continent. He approved of the opening
of rail and water communication to
Manitoba as quickly as our circum-
stances and credit would permit, and

when that great work was completed
it would be time enough for the Gov-
ernment to look the other question
fairly in the face. He had seen in his
own experience young houses
entering into business, raising money
on paper and showing large balance
sheets; but this past year, and the last
three months especially, had shown to
the commercial community the utter
folly of such a course. Such would
be the result of carrying out this great
undertakmng. The hon. inember for
Cariboo remarked that we were
entering upon a state of bankruptcy.
If we were not so now, it arose from
the fact we had men at the head of the
Government who would look carefully
to the reveuue of the country before
undertaking to carry out this enter-
prise. He (Mr. Workman) was as loyal
a British subject as any member of
this House, but ho thought it would
have been very proper if the Govern-
ment of this Dominion had told Lord
Carnarvon when he interfered in this
matter we were at all times prepared
to receive kindly advice from the
Mother Country and to act upon it
whenever we found it in the interests
of the country to do so, but we would
refuse to allow Great Britain to interfere
in our domestie matters. That was the
policy he advocated here and which
he hoped would be advocated
hereafter. Ie had heard the
grievances of British Columbia aired
extensively, and one would almost
suppose that Province formed the
whole Dominion. The louse had.been
told over and over again that the Cus-
toms revenue of that great country was
about $550,000. That much had been
paid into the Customs in Montreal in a
week, but there -was no demand from
that city for large expenditures on
public works in consequence of it.

Mr. ROSCOE thought it would have
been much botter to have brought up
this discussion in Committee of Supply.
At all events, the hon. the senior
member for Victoria . should have
waited until the Ministry had explain-
ed their policy before bringing forward
any resolution. He would make a still
greater mistake if ho forced his resolu-
tion to a vote. He hoped the hon.
gentleman could be persuaded to with-
draw it after discussion, as he did not
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see what good it would accomplish.
He (Mr. Roscoe) would vote for it,
however, for this reason, the Govern-
ment were bound to commence the
road at Esquimalt. They ought never
to have undertaken to construct the
island section exce pt as part of the
Pacific Railway. Although an attempt
was made to represent it as a mere local
road,it would be seen in the letters of in-
.struction from the Premier to Mr.Edgar
it was distinctly stated it was part
of the Pacific Railroad. Lord Carnar-
von also referred to it in the same
manner. Thus: " That the section of
4 the railway from Esqui malt to Nanai-
"Imo should be begun at once," mean-
ing the Canadian Pacific Railway.
lie (Mr. Roscoe) maintained that the
Government should not have offered
to bui!d the road from Esquimalt to Na-
naimo except as part of the Pacific Rail-
road, and they should not have brought
in a Special Act for the purpose. Even
when that Bill was thrown out of the
Senate the Government, he considered,
were still bound to commence the road
at Esquimalt under the Railway Act
of 1873, and for that reason he would
vote for this resolution.

He thought that the history of what
had taken place with regard to British
Columbia since the present Govern-
ment came into power would be
acknowledged to have been the history
of a series of mistakes. The Hon.
Premier in bis speech at Halifax,
after his return from England, called
the Terms of Union with British
Columbia, which he received from the
late Government, an elephant, referring
no doubt to the story of the man who,
in a raffle, won an elephant which he
did not know what to do with. They
(British Columbia) were afraid at one
time that the hon. gentleman was go-
ing to adopt an easy mode of disposing
of that elephant by simply giving it a
kick and letting it go. The hon. gen-
tleman, however, had provided an apt
illustation of the mode in which his
Government had dealt with this ques-
tion, whi -h strongly resembled the
mode of treatment adopted toward
the elephant by the unfortueate spec-
ulator. If they went as far back
as the first negotiations through Mr.
Edgar, the House would admit the
whole affair was most unfortunate, but

Mr. iRoscoE.

he had less reason to blame the Do-
minion Government, as the then Pro-
vincial Government had behaved fool-
ishly in the matter also. Then he
thought it was a mistake to agree to
the building of the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway unless they were
certain of being able to carry it out.
Then they subsequently made up their
minds that they were not in a position
to build that road, and they determined
to offer some other compensation for
the delays that were agreed upo,.
That proposition might have been
made in a very few words, simply pro-
posing instead of building the Esqui-
malt Railway to give a certain sum
of money and clearly stating that the
other terms of Lord Carnarvon's ar-
rangement to expend two millions of
dollars a year on the mainland should
be strictly carried out. Thiï would
have prevented aiy misunderstanding.
But instead of doing that a long rig-
marole of a document was prepared,
which finished up by offering a sum of
$750,000 for any delays which may take
place in the construction of the Pacific
Railway. The universal opinion
throughout British Columbia was that
it meant the abandonment of the whole
of the Carnarvon terms.

To show how impossible it was to un-
derstand the exact meaning of this
Order in Council, they found the news-
paper that was the chief supporter
of the Government took the same view
of the matter as the people of British
Columbia, that this offer was made as
a veritable abandonment of the whole
Carnarvon Arbitration. Then there
was another great mistake, that was
waiting for some months until this
Minute in Council was written, for the
Govern ment made up their minds
shortly after the prorogation of. Par-
liament and they should have sent out
their decision at once. There should
have been no private negotiations be-
tween themselves and the Government
of British Columbia. When he left
the people of British Columbia knew
nothing about any private communi-
cation, and he believed the Lieut.
Governor himself knew nothing about
it. There were several points in the
Minute in Council which he wished to
refer to. Reference was made to the
resolution passed in this House regard-
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ing the new incr 4 se of taxation-and
which resolution they had con-
stantly brought to their notice-and
it is stated that this resolution was
p assed " eontemporaneously" with the
Terms ofUnion; but on reference to the
Minutes of Proeeedings he found that
it was not passed until ten days after
the Terms of Union had been adopted
by the House and had in fact gone
forth beyond the control of this Parlia-
ment. It was said, moreover, in the
second Minute in Council :-

"The Committee would obqerve that the
resolution in question was passed within a few
days of the time at which the Ternms of Union
were assented to by the Hiuse of Commons;
that it was well known that in order to secure
trie consent of a majority of the House to
these riino>us terms the Government of that
day were obliged to promise to their support-
ers the introduction of such a resolution ; and
that the then delegate, now the Lieutenant-
Governor of British Columbia, was present and
aware of, and doubtless an assenting party to
the arrangement."

Weil known to whom ?
It was well known to the Govern-

ment, no doubt, and to the members of
this House, but be denied that it was
known to the people of British Colum-
bia when they went to the polis with ,
the Terms of Union in their hands to
vote for Union with Canada, and it
was quite absurd to suppose that they
should be bound by it. Tbey were
bound to a certain extent to consider
the resolution,but they were not obliged
to regard that resolution as legally'
binding. It need hardly, however, be
considered, because if the terms of Lord
Carnarvon are carried out there will
probably be no necessity for increasing
taxtaion in order to build the railway.
The Minute of Council also argues that
Mr. Trutch, the present Lieutenant-
Governor of British Columbia, who
happened to have been one of the dele-
gates at the time the Terms of Union
were arranged, was then in Ottawa,
but the people of British Columbia could
not be bound by that resolution because
Mr. Truteh was at Ottawa and at that
time he did not object to it. What
could Mr. Trutch do ? Was he to rise
Up in the gallery of-this House and ob-
ject to it and subject himself to being
expelled by the Sergeant-at-Arms? He
had Mr. Trutch's authority for stating
that he was not in a position to object

or assent to that resolution, as he was
not in the Flouse at the time it was
passed; and it was too ridiculous to
think that the people of British Colum-
bia should be in this way bound by it.
It was absurd that the representatives
of British Columbia should have to get
up Session after Session and be obliged
to discuss the question whether the
railroad should be built at all. Hon.
members seemed to overlook the
fact that the people of British Colum-
bia joined the Dominion on the agree-
ment that the railroad should be built,
and they treated the building of this
railroad as if it had nothing to do with
the Terms of Union. It was simply
absurd to have any connection between
Canada and British Columbia unless
that railroad was built. British Colum-
bia might as well be federated with
Australia or New Zealand as with the
Dominion without a railway. He
could show that the construction
of' the road in British Columbia
to the extent of two million dollars a
year would pay for itself. It had been
shown by his colleague that every
white person in that Province was
paying to the revenue something like
$30 a head. They had in British
Columbia a chain of mountains ex-
tremely rich in mineral wealth, being
a part of the chain extending from
Central America almost to the North
Pole. A railway through that country
would open up mines and the country
generally and would bring in popula-
tion to a large extent. If they had an
expenditure of two millions a year in
the construction of that road it was all
they expected. The interest on that
amount at the low rate paid by the
Finance Minister would be only $80,-
000 a year, while the expenditure of
the two millions a year would probably
add to the population of British Colum-
bia at the average rate of 2,000 a year,
the additional revenue derived from
whieh would pay the interest on the
amount expended in construction.
He would probably have some further
remarks to make in Committee.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the hon.
gentleman who had just sat down had
stated that since the Government
came into power a series of blunders
had been committed by them with
regard to British Columbia. He quite
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agreed with him. When the Govern-
ment occupied seats on the other side
of the House they took the position
that the Terms of Union were incapable
of fulfilment. The amendments which
the party then moved, the objections
which they urged and the mistakes
which they pointed out had all received
moral vindication and fulfilment. He
thought therefore when the Govern-
ment came into power it should have
beon their first duty to have repudi-
ated that agreement. He thought the
Government should have said to the
peoplo of British Columlia : " We
" were opposed to the policy of Union
"on these terms, and we are quite
"willing that you should go back as
"you were ; we are determined to hold
"in power the opinion we held in oppo
"sition, and we are convinced that the
"country will maintain us in our
"views. But if you think you can do
"better without us unless we fultil
"these terns you are quite at liberty
"to go." He thought the Govern-
ment and the people of this country
should bc the judges of what was for
the interest of the people of Canada in
everything that concerned the Domin-
ion, and that they should never have
allowed Lord Carnarvon or the British
Government to force them into a
second arrangement, which he believed
the people of this country did not
approve of, and would not sustain the
Government in carrying out. We
should be quite willing to accept the
advice of the British Government on
matters where Imperial interests were
concerned, but in questions of a
peculiarly domestic character such
as this, involving the question of
burthens on our own people, we must
claim to be the best judges of our own
policy, and he thought the Government
would have occupied a much stronger
position had they taken the ground
with reference to the arbitration of
Lord Carnarvon which was suggested
last year. On these two points he quite
agreed with what the Govern ment pro-
posed, although they did not exactly
accord with the views he would like to
have seen adopted. The hon. gentle
man had moved a resolution asking the
H1ouse to express an opinion in favour of
the immediate commencement of the
railway. It was high time that

Mr. JONES.

hon. members should speak out freely,
frankly and fully on the subject, regard-
ing which there should be no misunder-
standing ; and the Ministry should have
the benefit of the opinions and advice
of the representatives of the various,
sections ot' the country.

When the Terms of Union with
British Columbia were being decided
upon, he had moved an amendment
stating that they were too onerous;
but though the Government voted it
down, and subsequently also an amend-
ment proposed by Sir Alexander T.
Galt, it was only after they promised
their supporters that if they did so, a
provision would be introduced into the
Pacific Railway Bill to the effect that
the road would not be proceeded with
if it increased the taxation of the
ciuntry. This was done; a company
was formed and aù attempt was made
to obtain the requisite capital ; and
they all well knew how disastrous was
the failure, finally involving the down-
fall of the Administration.

The present Government had nade
a mistake in notrepudiatirig,when they
came into power, the whole arrange-
ments ; but brought in another Bill in
order to carry out in a more gradual
way such a policy. A proviso similar
to the one he had mentioned was aiso
included in this measure ; but they
knew that nevertheless the burdens of
the country had been increased.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-But not on
that account.

Mr. JONES-Yes, on that account.
The hon. gentleman would surely
not pretend to say that if ex-
penditures had not been made in
connection with this railway, we
should not have had so much the more
money in the Public Treasury; an
additional burden had been imposed,
and the stipulation of both the late
and present Ministry had been violat-
ed, 10,000 people desiring the construc-
tion of this road.

An Hon. Gentleman-No!
Mr. JONES-An hon. gentleman

said no; he would make the number
30,000 if the hon. gentleman wished
.it, but still they knew it was 10,000
people who asked them to expend from
8200,000,000 to $250,000,000 in building
this line, this conld nit be done without
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-ensuring our financial ruin. If tho4000-
000, residing on this side of the2aŠcific
State, burden themselves forevin this
inatter and mortgaged our resources for
all time in order to reach these 10,000
by rail, the policy would be found to
be most ruinous. He wished, o % the
ceontrary, to make of this a cheap coun-
try to live in, in order to attract immi-
gration; and we knew that our neigh-
bours were endeavouring to reduce
their expenditure and their taxation.
He would communicate to the House
the opinions of a gentleman botter
.qualified than himself to speak on this
subject-a gentleman who had passed
through that country and who was
possessed of great ability and a large
.amount of information regarding its
agricultural and other resources-Rev.
George Mv. Grant, of Halifax, the
author of " From Ocean to Ocean,"
and the Secretary of the first railway
engineering expedition that had cross-
ed the Contient, accompanied more-
eover by the engineer-in-chief only last
week. Rev. Mr. Grant in addressing
.an audience at Halifax, regarding the
future of the North-West, said:-

" What is the true Canadian Pacific Railway
policy ? Two preliminary points are clear.
First, that our views should be determined by
-our present and not by our past knowledge,
still less by what this or that Government has
said or done. The past and the present Gov-
ernments deserve both praise ani blame for
,what they have done in this matter, but we
need not be anxious to apportion either praise
or blame. I doubt if a Fisk or a Jay Gould
would have been adventurous enough to agree
to build the railway in 10 years ; but thc pro-
vision that it must be built without imposing
additional burdens on the people of Canada
was the aot of a statesm fn."1

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD -

Hear! hear!

Mr. JONES - The hon. gentleman
said hear, hear, but the reverend gen-
tleman stated, that provided no addi-
tional burdens were placed on the
country, this wou!d be the act of a
statesman.

.Rev. Mr. Grant thus continued-
" Whether the Government or a company

should build the Canada Pacifie Railway is a
fit subject for debate, but of this there can be
,no doubt. The best emigration and colonization
Policy is also the best railway policy of the Do-
minion. And therefore the proposal to build
the railway in ten years seems so me unwise, if
'lot chimerical. It should not be built at ail,
if population does not flow into our North-

63

West. Population is certain to flow there if
right means are taken to attract the current
but at what rate who shall venture to predet #
And the railway should keep ahead of the cur-
rent only sutticiently to attract ·and direct
its lurching flow."

The Rev. gentleman pointed out that
the rai lway should be built as the set-
tlement of the country progressed. He
(Mr. Grant) further said

" The firet great step to be taken, therefore,
in a true Canadian Pacific Railway policy, is
to secure easy access by mail or steamer for
emigrants, if possible, through our own terri-
tory, at least during the summer months, into
this Great North-West of ours, and to work
in connection with this a vigorous emigra-
tion and colonization policy The Canada
Pacifie Railway should not be commenc-
ed from the Pacific side until at least
one million of Canadians are settled west
of the Red River of the North. On the
basis of the debt allowed to each Province
under Confederation, one million of people
would be entitled to a debt of $24,000,000; and
the expense of providing access to, and of
opening up the North-West would be fairly
chargeable to the first colonists of the conntry."

It was the deliberate conviction of a
gentleman who had travelled through
the country that the road should not
be commenced until at least 1,000,000
people were settled on the west side of
the Rocky Mountains.

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL-What does
he know about it?

Mr. JONES-He (Mr. Grant) has
been there, where my hon. friend has
never been; and he had a great repu-
tation to sustain. le (MIr. Jones)
hoped that the House would at once
arrive at a conclusion on the sub.
ject, and instruct the Government
perhaps more strongly than they
desired. Hon. members should express
their opinions frankly, and not allow
either this or any other Government--
because Governments were always dis-
posed to spend money in, order to meet
the pressure brought to bear upon
them by the representatives of a whole
Province like British Columbia-to
commit any act of folly. Hie did not
wish to say anything disrespectful con-
cerning the hon. members from that
Province, but he could not abstain
from observing that the pretonsions of
these hon. gentlemen were rather pro-
minently placed before the House,
considering the number of people the
hon. members represented, and the dis-
tanet they lived from these Provinces.
These six hon. gentleman argued their
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case, generally with great ability, but
not always with great moderation, and
he thought that the retorts they
occassionally drew upon them-
selves were perhaps justifiable,
if not allowable. We must, however,
look to our future and not burden our-
selves forever with debt. In Nova
Scotia, national works of great publie
utility existed ; there was for instance
the proposed extension of the railway
from Yarmouth, an important section
of the Western country for which they
had a short time ago asked for assist
ance. The Government could not help
them, because they could not aid a local
railway, and for this they had not
blamed the Ministry. Many hon.
members again thought that the
Pictou and Truro Branch of the
Intercoloniol Railway,running through
the coaling section of Nova Scotia,
should be extended by the Government
from New Glasgow and the Strait of
-Canso, and ultimately to Louisburg,
holding that this would be a wise
policy. le was of the same opinion,
that this was a nationi work, but the
Government could not undertake it.
Doubtless other bon. members could
make similar observations with regard
to public works in tieir own Provinces.
Hle bad sufficient confidence in the
good sense of hon. members to
1 elieve that they would not vote for
buch a monstrous proposition as was
contained in the resolution-and if the
people of the country believe that, the
latter would sustain hon. members in
recording such a vote. For these
ieasons, lie was glad that the hon.
member had brought up the subject,
and he trusted that it would receive
at the bands of hon. members the
nost emphatic condemnation.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Elgin) stated
that this was a matter of very great
importance. It had eccupied the at-
tention of the country for several years,
and it had been discussed in the I[ouse
on numerous occasions. -During the
short pei iod that he had had the honour
of a seat in the House lie had heard
the name of British Columbia repeated
beyond his power of enumeration. As
he understood the question, that Pro-
vince was a part of the Dominion,
which was, of course, entitled to as
much consideration at their bands as

Mr. JoNES.

any other portion of it. The origi-
nal intention had been that the
Pacifie IRailway should be built
within ter years, but ho thought
that scarcely any person in this.
country expected at the time that
this promise could be realized. When
that proposition was made he was quite
sure that the hon. member for Victoria
did not anticipate such a culmination.
We had, however, this question on our
bands ; and he was free to conf*ess, as
far as he was concerned, that it was a
white elephant on the hards of the
people of this country.

The building of the Pacifie Railway
was an immense undertaking in every
respect, and a great national under-
taking. He listened to the remarks of
the hon. member for Halifax with a
great deal of attention, when he said he
though t th e Government were to blame
for not repudiating the arrangements
entere:1 into by the previous Govern-
ment with respect to this railway.
However unwise the policy of the pre-
vious Government might have been,
they were supposed to represent the
public feeling of the country. The
faith of the country was in their hands
and they had pledged that faith to the
people of British Columbia and to the
world that they would construct this
road within a certain number of years.
It was true that the present Govern-
ment, when it came into power, very
sensibly came to the conclusion that it
was·impossible to build the road in that
time. H1e believed the policy of the
present Government to be perfectly
correct. Reference had been made to
the Nanaimo and Esquimalt Railroad
and the action ofthe Government with
regard to the building of that road. He
knew there was a difference of opinion
on the subject even between the First
Minister and some of his supporters.
But that difference was easily under-
stood. It consisted, as was very dis-
tinctly stated by the present Minister
of J ustice, with respect to how far
they should carry out the suggestions
that were made by the Secretary for
the Colonies. The proposed building
of this road was not, as he under-
stood it, a part of the Pacifi
Railway. Had it been a part of that
road,he (the First Minister) would have
stipulated for the construction of the
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railway. Not receiving the authority
of both branches of the Legislature,
like practical men, the Government
did what was the next best thing to do.
He would appeal to the hon. member
for Victoria to say as to what other
course the Hon. the First Minis-
ter could possibly pursue in
order to meet the claims of the
people of British Columbia. The Ad-
ministration had made a proposition
to give them $75,000 of the moneys of
the other portion of Canada, for very
little of that sum would be contributel
by the people of British Columbia.
But the people of this portion were not
content with this offer. They were de-
termined to demand a literal fulfilment
of the Terms|of Union and the building
of the railway froi Esquimalt to
Nanaimo, which under the circum-
stances they knew to be entirely im-
practicable. The demands of British
Columbia were, forsooth, exceedingly
modest in that respect. In every
other part of the Dominion the people
were denying themselves the expendi-
ture of moneys for the purpose of
carrying on public improvements on
account of the stringency of the times.
But Britisi Columbia said " You must
be burdened to a still greater extent
for the purpose of carrying on public
works in our section of the country or
we will secede." The Nanaimo branch,
he contended, was not a portion of the
Pacific Railwav proper,for if it were the
Premier would have come down to the
House with a Bill to enable him to build
the road. Had the road been a portion
of the Pacific Railroad the. Act of
1874 would have been sufficient to
enable him to construct it without
further legislation. Now the hon.
member for Victoria told them tbat
the pledge given by the late Govern-
ment should be carried out. As far as
the House was concerned they had
done all they possibly could to carry
out the policy that was commenoed by
the late Ministry, but their efforts were
repudiated in the other branch of the
Legislature,. Why was this proposition
made ? It was made for the purpose
of the consideration for the relaxation
of the terms originally ontered into
between Canada and British Columbia
as to the time. He did not agree with
the remarks of the non. member for

6sak

Halifax with regard-to Imperial inter-
ference. He thought as long as we
remained a part of the British Empire
that the Imperial Government had a
right to make suggestions on the ad-
ministration of our affairs, and the
First Minister had a right to listen to
those suggestions. ie was happy to
hear that the hon. gentleman had
listened to the suggestions of the Im-
perial Government, and he (Mr. Mc-
Dougall) had supported him for doing
so in regard to the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Raillway. He thought
it would have been well for the
hon. gentleman who introduced the
resolution to have examined the
Pacific Railway Act of 1874 before
he came down with a resolution asking
this Ilouse and the country to expend
a large sum of money in British Col-
umbia. lie had introduced a resolu-
tion condemning the policy of the
(Government in terms expressing want
of confidence in the Government. The
first enquiry xas how far the hon.
gentleman was justified in doing so
with the Statute of 1874 before him,
the terms of which were that the build-
ing of the Canada Pacific Railway
should be carried on as rapidly as
possible and without increasing the
burdens of the people? Was the hon.
gentleman prepared to say the policy
of the (overnment was not sustained
by that portion of the Statute ? He
was quite surprised to hear the hon.
member for Victoria say that unless
the demands of British Columbia were
met that there would be a disturbance
in that Province which possibly might
end in secession. le wished to teil the
hon. gentleman that the whole people
of Canada felt interested in British
Columbia and she could not secede.
She was now a part of the Dominion
and would remain so as far as he was
concerned. He deprecated the dis-
cussion of any subject from a purely
sectional point of view. They were
not there to represent sections or
Provinces. Our system of Govern-
ment was of snch a character that they
were interested in every part of the
Dominion, and were sent to Parlia-
ment to legislate for the general
benefit of the whole Union. One
opinion whieh had gained ground in
regard to this matter was that British
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Columbia was anxious that a larger
amount of money shôuld be expended
in order to have the money of the
rest of the Dominion expended there,
in order that those who were there
might reap the advantage-that they
might dance while the rest of the
iDominion would have to pay the
fiddler.

Mr. BUNSTER-No, no.

Mr. MACDOUGALL observed that
as the hon. gentleman said "no, no," he
was inclined to think the hon. gentle-
man would not have given that response
unless the remark he had made was
pretty nearly correct. Now he was as
desirous as anyone that the faith of
the country should be preserved. He
was desirous to see the railway com-

peted as early as compatible with the
interests of the country, but he believed
with the hon. member of Norfolk that
to build a railroad before there was
anv occasion for it was a very unprofit-
able speculation. He was of opinion
that the proposal of the Government
would meet with the general approval
of the country and should be accepted
by the House as the most reasonable
course to pursue under the circum-
stances. At present to carry this rail-
road across the Rocky Mountains was
out of the question. .1e had no doubt
that there would be a time when if it
was practicable to proceed with this
work it would be desirable it should
be done, but that would be when the
great North-West became settled up,
and when the inhabitants of that terri-
tory would need an outlet at the West
as well as at the East. To expect this
to be donc at the present time was more
than the cou ntry was capable of carry-
ing out.

He thought, therefore, under the
peculiar circumstances of the case, the
condition in which this enterprise
stood and the financial position of the
country, that the proposition of the
Government to the people of British
Columbia should have been accepted
by them. The course now being pur-
sued was in harmony with the general
opinion of the country at large, and
was as much as could be expected by
those who felt most deeply interested.
Consequently the Government should
be sustained on this occasion.

Mr. MACDOUGALL.

Mr. DAVIES said it was higlh time
a decided opinion should be expressed
on this great question. It was entirely
beyond our resources, and would in-
volve us in financial ruin to build
2,700 miles of railway through a wil-
derness. From the very flrst he had
been in favour of a Federal Union of the
Provinces, but it would be better to let
British Columbia secede than undertake
such a work. It would have been
better if the Government had consulted
their followers on this subject. We
have already got the Intercolonial Rail-
road on hand, which ho considered
a useless work. It would cos4 $2,500,
000 a year to run it. He utterly re-
pudiated it as a Maritime work. If in
addition to that we had to pay the
working expenses of the Pacifie Rail-
rord, and interest on the debt, it would
rain the country. The people are
already overtaxed and could not bear
the additional burden. Botter let
British Columbia go back to Downing
Street. No doubt the country about
Peace River was very fine, but even
though it were settled, the cost of
getting grain to market would be so
great as Io render the shipment of it
unprofitable . We could not expect
much merchandize from China or other
Asiatie countries, because we could not
compete with steamships. The amount
otfered to British Columbia was, per-
haps, too small. It would be better to
increase it to two or three millions, and
let them give up pressing us to con-
struct this gigantic work which would
land us in financial ruin.

Mr. METCALFE said during this
debate he had been reminded of the
old heathen maxim-"Whom the gods
wished to destroy they first made
mad." Certainly, it was infatuation
in the extreme to expect 4,000,000 of
people to construct 2,700 miles of rail-
way in such a short time without
inc easing the rate of taxation. We
had the example of the American
Pacifie Railway before us. With
40,000,000 of people at one end, and
more than 1.000,000 at the other, with
large commercial centres like Chicago
on the line, it was anything but a
financial success. What might we ex-
pect from the proposed road with
4,000 000 of people at one end, and ten
or twelve thousand white and a few
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thousand Indians at the other, con-
structed through a vast wilderness,
with rocks and hills of stupendous
magnitude, sufficient to appal the most
energetic and sarguine contractor in
the world. Certainly the expense
would be immense. It was difficult to
estimate its cost. There could be no
doubt it would reach $200,000,000.
Considering its inaccessibility to sup-
plies there was no doubt it would cost
more than that. Then supposing it
were constructed and ready to run, it
would cost at least $8,000,000 a year
to operate it. Added to the interest
on the cost of the road, it would equal
nearly the whole revenue of Canada.
And what freight would there be ?
There was no local traffie, and he very
mach doubted whether a single train of
freight from Japan or the East Indies
would cross the continent in a year.
Consider the time it would take to run
from Calcutta, Canton and Melbourne
-35 days by steamer to the western
terminus, theni 12 days across the con-
tinent and 12 across the Atlantic, in
ail 59 days without including the
time lost in transhipment. A vessel
couild transport a cargo fromi London
to the East Indies or China in 31
days by the Suez Canal, or by
the direct route in 65 days. Even
the old clipper ships sailed it ini
70 days. It was unreasonable, there-
fbre, to suppose this traffie could be
secured for our railroad. This G-ov
ernment would not be doing its duty
if it entered into such an immense
undertaking and agreed to complete
it in such a short time. If it was
to be constructed at ail, it could only
be in short lengths, as the resources of
the country would justify.

Mr. PLUMB said that lie could not
vote for the resolution of the hon.
nember for Victoria, that he did not
assume to speak upon the question in
behalf of his friends in the Opposition
benches, but for himself only, and he
deeply regretted that such a resolution
had been brought in drawn in such a
form as to preclude him from support-
ing it.

When the Government resolutions
for the construction of the Pacifie Rail-
way were introduced two years ago,
they were sustained by a very large
najority of this House, and he was

surprised at the line of argument now
pursued by gentlemen fbrming that
majority, who had accepted the resolu-
tions forming the Railway Act cf
1874 without objection or criticism,
because it was not followed by them
before. He was not dpisosed to believe
those resolutions were brought in as a
sham, but that the Government were
earnest in theiî determination to build
the railroad in a reasonable time. The
Opposition did not consider themselves
responsible for any legislation with
regard to the Pacific Railroad since
1873, and as far as keeping faith with
British Columbia was concerned it
must rest with the Government that
made and accepted the intervention of
Lord Carnarvon. A good deal had
been said about the impossibility of
building the Pacific Railway, and tie
line across the continent now in opera-
tion south ofus had, been referred to as a
warning by the hon. member for North
Norfolk. Now the nct earnings of the
Union and Central Pacific Railroad in
1874 amounted to $14,374,751. The
capital stock was $92,020,000; debt
$131,719,000-total cost $223,739,000.
It nust be remembered that these
roads were constructed during the war
in the United States, when labour was
dear, and the inflation of American
currency had enhaneed the cost of all
railway material. The stocks of these
companies had been very extravagantly
" watered,' and the whole construction
was of the most improvident character.
Therefore, 40 or 50 per cent. miglht be
deducted from the co>t. which would
give for building the 2,260 miles of the
main line, and 243 of branch lines,
$150,000,000. At that rate the net
earnings of the road in 1875 would be
nearly ten per cent. on the outlay.
Therefore it did not look like the
financial failure it was represented to
be by the hon. gentleman from North
Norfolk. The capitalists who con-
structed this road, notwithstanding
the financial panic, were running one
down froin San Francisco to Southern
California, and were turning it east-
ward, intending to cross the mountains
again in the direction of Texas. He
had seen a proposition from the Presi-
dent of that road, undertaking to con-
struct a line to Texas if the United
States Government would give him a
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grant of about 15,000 acres per mile of
land in the vicinity of the line without
any other subsidy or assistance, and
stating that he had 2,000 men on the
road and had spent $5,000,000 already
in its construction. That was
undertaken by capitaflists who under-
stood their own interests and knew by
experiment what was profitable. As
to the cost of constructing our Pacifie
Railroad, the best test of that was the
practical experience of those who had
bmult the great road over the Sierra
Nevada and Rocky Mountains and the
difficult country intervening, certainly
as formidable a route as ours.

He was not arguing that we should
undertako the Pacifie Railway now or
that we should throw a burden of
increased taxation upon the people for
the purpose of building the road. He
was not aware that anvone proposed
to bauild faster than the resources of
the country permit. le did not know
any statesman who had ever been mad
enough to argue that th, road should
be forced through within the space of
a few years. British Columbia, he had
no doubt, would be satisfied if it was
completed in a reasonable time. From
the initiation of the undertaking it was
expressly stipulated that no onerous
burden should be thrown upon the
people by its prosecution, and that
principle had been reiterated in every
-Bill brought forward on the question.
No statesman in Canada, ho thought,
would dare to advocate the construc-
tion of the railway in contravention
to that principle, whieh bad been
i'dopted by both sides of the House.
The grave objection of the resolution
was that it committed the Opposition to
a policy which they had never in any
respect sanctioned. They never
proposed that the road should be under-.
taken by the Government, but that a
proper subsidy should be granted a
private company for building it. They
believed that the construction of a rail-
way by the Governmont was an ex-
pensive .and wasteful process, but their
policy had been entirely reversed and
changed, and the responsibility of the
change of course rested with the large
najority which sustains the present

Ministry. It did not rest with the
minority to suggest any policy on this
question now, but they were certainly

Mr. PLUMB.

prepared at any time to support a pro-
per scheme for the construction of the
great work in question. They bad not
ceased to believe that the road was de-
sirable for the country-that it would
enrich rather than impoverish the
Dominion if it were constructed with
proper economy on the bases adopted
by this side of the House-that it
would throw a population more rapidly
into our possessions in the far West than
could be settledý there by any other
m'eans. This had been proved by the
railways constructed in the northern
part of Iowa and some parts of Minne-
sota, which had peopled the districts
through which they passed, and had
been a great commercial success. A
terrific picture had been drawn by the
hon. member for Wentworth of the
burdens whieh would be imposed upon
the people if the road were constructed.
He had loaded an imaginary train of
waggons with the silver representing
the expenditure. That was a sort of
calculation which might be amusing,
but it did not deal with th facts nor
advance or retard the argument. He
was astonished to hear the sentiments
uttered on the other side in regard to
the driving away of British Columbia
from this Dominion. - He did not sup-
pose that the House was prepared for
the utterance of such sentiments as he
was grieved to hear from bis hon.
friend for Halifax; and he was'sur-
prised that they were not received
with some expression to show that the
opposite side of the House was not in
accord with that hon. gentleman.
He trusted before the debate
terminated ho would hear those
sentiments repudiated by the
majority; at any rate he had no
doubt that the large majority of the
House were not in sympathy with the
remarks of his hon. friend on this
point. He regretted that the resolu-
tion was not so framed that he could
vote for it; the hon.- mover might
have drawn it up in such a way as
would have brough t to its support those
who like him (Mr. Plumb) adhered to
the principle that the railway should
be constructed in accordance with the
original agreement with British Col-
umbia, even though they might dis-
agree with the mover in the policy of
placing such a resolution upon the
louse.
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Mr. BURPEE (Sanbury) said there
-was no doubt the question before the
Ilouse was of the greatest importance,
and attracted the attention of the Gov-
ernment as well as the country. The
position to which the Government
stood to British Columbia and the rest
of the Dominion, as well as the stand
taken byLord Carnarvon,must render it
difficult and embarrassing to dealwitb.
If the demands of British Colum-
bia were acceded to, a very large
amount of debt would be entailed on
the country. We owed already $140,-
000,000, and the completion of the
road prematurely would increase the
debt to n early $409,000,000. This was
most appalling to conte mplate, as a pub-
lic debt must resuilt in increased tax-
ation, and in time our tariff, which
would be found inadequate, when in-
creased to any great extent would be-
come prohibitory, and revenue would
ultimately be collected on the neces-
saries of life or by direct taxation.
Everyone knew that increased
taxation meant increased cost of
living, and embarrassed manufac-
turers on account of the advance in
the cost of production. Such a state
of affairs woùld deter immigration,
and in fact would render the country
undesirable to live in. If it was the
fact that we had incurred a solenin en-
gagement to build the road in ten, as
by first arrangement, or in nineteen as
by last arrangement, our position
would be appalling and disastrous. He
had heard our engagement on this
subject termed the "mad act of a mad
Government," but that was not the
fact, for the former Administration put
a rider to their Act, to the effect that
they would not carry on the work be-
yond the resources of the country, or
in such a way as would increase the
burden on the people; and the present
Government in their late Act had a
similar rider. This was a safeguard.
H1e would remind ho î. gentlemen that
while we were under an obligation to
Biitish Columbia to carry out the work
as far as possible, we had made a
solemn engagement with the rest of
the Dominion that we should not by
so doing increase the burdens of the
country. That being the case, he did
not, think they need be under very
mnuch apprehension. The Government

would not make themselves liable to
censure on that score, but would con-
struct the Pacifie Railway as fast as our
resources would permit. He was
anxious to see the road commenced
and that it should proceed to Manitoba
with all possible speed and give facili-
ties for peopling the North-West Ter-
ritory and thus increase our popula-
tion which would enable the Dominion
to proceed with the building of the
Pacifie Road to the Pacific slope. To
proceed recklessly would only hope-
lessly mortgage the Dominion beyond
redemption, which, as it would in the
case of a private party mortgaging his
farm to the full amount of its value, re-
sult in embarrassment and disaster.
Some severe strictures lad been made
use of that evening as to the part
which Lord Carnarvon had taken in
these negotiations. He did not think,
for his own part, with all due respect
for the British C-vernment, that they
understood the interests of this coun-
try as well as we did. He believed we
understood our own resources and our
own political and social requirements
as well as anybody on the other side of
the water, and while we were willing
to give every deference to their
opinions, we were in a better position
to form a correct estimate of our own
affairs. He had always thought that
the British Government should have
been a party to the building
of the Pacific Railway, as it
was an Imperial as well as a national
work. He did not see how the late
Government should have left them out
of the contract, as they should have
borne a fair share of the burthen of
constructing a railway froni the At-
lantic to the Pacific.

Mr. DYMOND said he would not
have arisen at that late hour to address
the House had not his opinions in cer-
tain respects differed slightly from
those of some of his friends who had
preceded him. He thought it was
quite too late in the day to discuss the
abstract question of the propriety of
building an Interprovincial Railway.
It was not one party nor another party
alone that was responsible for this
work, for certainly before the Terms
of Union were made or proposed, or
even contemplated with British Colum-
bia, they might have heard or read
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expressions of opinion of a more or
less authoritative character, pledging
Canada in due time to the construction
of such a road. Nor did be believe it
possible to conceive a Confederation
similar to that under which we lived
without such means of communicetion
stretching from one end to the other.
In that debate it must have been satis-
factoiy to everyone to observe that
anything like recrimination had been
to a large extent avoided. He believed
they were all impressed with what he
might almost call the solemnity of the
responsibility resting upon them on
that occasion, and although they might
have as matters of history to refer to
some things which many would gladly
forget, there was no necessity
on that occasion for reviving old sores.
Nor did he think on the floor of that
House they should speak slightingly
of any portion of the Dominion. If
the people of British Columbia were
few and numerically a feeble folk, so
much more was it necessary for those
who represented great and powerful
communities to allude to their foi bles or
their weaknesses with all moderation
and generosity. They did not stand be-
fore the world in a favourable light as
regarded their relations with British
Columbia. They were in a position
more or less humiliating. They pledged
themselves to a certain great work,
and in the attempt to carry out that
engagement they very early broke
down. He supposed they were all pre-
pared to admit that there was an error
of judgment in the original inception
of this scheme; there was a compact
made which those who made it knew
it was impossible to carry out. There
was a blunder also in giving out the
contract for the construction of this
road a year and a half later, without due
consideration or knowledge, on the part
of those who made it; as to the diffi-
culties or as to the cost of the work to
be undertaken. If they wanted any-
thing to prove to a demonstration how
indiscreet-to use no harsher term-
was that proceeding, they should find
it in the fact that it was left for the
Government of the day, after that
charter was issued, arbitrarily to deter-
mine where the terminus of that road
waa to be. Was there any member
even of the Township Council, or any

Mr. DYMOND.

person accustomed to give out contracts,
who would issue a contract to a con-
tractor who was afterwards to,
be told what was the work to be accom
plished ? Monthe after the Allan con-
tract had been signed an Order in
Council was passed which made the
terminus of the road 260 miles
from the point at which, under the
original conditions, this road might
have terminated, and that 260 miles as
they had heard recently from the Prime
Minister and from the report of the
Chief Engineer involved, perhaps,
the most tremendous engineering
difficulties in the world. That
portion of the line would have
cost not less than thirty millions-
every dollar, in fact, of the money
subsidy which was to bc paid to the-
contracting company for the entire line.
Then there was a blunder committed in a
political sense, in making Esquimalt the-
terminus by Order in Council before all
the difficulties involved in carrying the
line to that place could be known.
That step had led to many of the-
difficulties in which we were involved
at the present moment. Nor did he feel
any particular pleasure in contemplat-
ing some of the steps which the present
Government had been constraii ed to-
take since they had come into power.
But while he regretted the necessity
of having recourse to the counsels of
the Colonial Secretary, and while he
regretted their having been obliged to
consent to build the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo road, the House was justified
in regarding the original errors of those-
who made the bargain and first attempt-
ed to carry it out as being the main
cause of any difficulties that had
taken place afterwards. There could
be no reason for pointing one single
word of censure at the piesent Govern-
ment for their honest endeavours to.
carry out in good faith the original
bargain with British Columbia as far
as human means would permit. They
had now arrived at a point at which
it was absolutely necessary, not
only to have the candid oponion of"
the House, but also to come once for
all to a policy by which their
course should be guided in future-
that, to use a common phrase, they
should touch bottom in this matter.
Having regard to ail that had passed ;
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-having regard to the solemn pledge
given to the people of British Colum-
bia, he did not feel that for one moment
they should recede from the position
that this railroad was at sometime or
other to be constructed; but the ground
upon which he proposed they should
stand was this :-That from that mo-
ment they should ignore altogether the
local question ; that they drop out of
sight utterly the wants and wishes of
British C#lumbia as being separate and
apart from this Dominion, and that
they should proceed to build the work
as they should have built it if British
Columbia had never existed as a sepa-
rate Provinco but had tormed a part of
the original Confederation in 1867. Of
course they had to recognize that
British Columbia was to be compen-
sated. When an impossible bargain
was made those who made it had
to bear the responsibility. They
should therefore proceed to con-
struct this road purely as a national
work ; compensate British Colunibia
for the delay ; pay her in cash or in
kind whatever it was right to pay, and
forget from that moment every (laim
or convideration of a local or sectional
character. In considering tho time in
which the work should be constructed,
they should consult the interests of the
whole Dominion of Canada alone. He
would appeal in support of that policy
to tne resolution placed on the Journais
in 1871 by the present Premier, then
Leader of the Opposition, which, lad it
been carried ait that time would have
saved them all the trouble to which
they had since been exposed. But he
would appeal also to Lieut.--overnor
Trutch's own words, in which he gave
expression to what he described as the
interpretation of the Terms of Union,
uttered at a banquet given in Ottawa,
on the 10th day of April, 1871, in
honour of the settlement of the terms.
On that occasion, Mr. Trutch said :-

" He desired in conclusion to express what
was bis interpretation and that of the people
of British Columbia, of the engagement
entered into for the building of the road.
When he came to Ottawa with his co-dele--
gate last year, they entered into a computation
with the Privy Council as to the cost and
time it would take to build the line ; and they
came to the conclusion that it could be built
on the terms proç osed in ten years. If they
had said twelve or eightaen years, that time
would have been accepted with equal readi -

ness, as all that was understood was that the
line sbould be built as soon as possible.
British Columbia had entered into a partner-
ship with Canada, and they had united to cons
strnet certain public works, but he for one
would protest against anything by which it
should be understood that Goveinment were
to borrow one hundred millions of dollars or to-
tax the people of Canada and British Columbia
to carry out these works in a certain time.
Not even Shylock would have raised his
pound of flesh if it had to be cut out of his own
body."

That declaration of Lieut.-Governor
Trutch that Canada was not to be taxed ,
that the people of Canada were not to
be oppressed or ruined by taxation in
order to carry out the terms, was ae-
cording to him the true interpretation
of the bargain just consummated, and
was perfectly consistent with that
resolution so often referred to, recorded
on the Journals of the House, which de-
clared that the work should be con-
structed without adding to the existing
taxation of the country. They knew
by the despatch lately laid before the
House that while the Governmrent
would proceed, Qr desired to proceed
in the spirit of (overnor Trutch's re-
marks and in the spirit of the resolu-
which pledged them not to oppress the
people of Canada with additional taxa-
tion to carry out the work, thev
declared that "it remained only to
"endeavour to construct the Pacific
"iRailway as rapidly as the resources of
"the country would permit." le ven-
tured to subm1it that in that declaration,
the last they had heard from the lips
of the Government, a Government
which no one in that House seemed
inclined to censure or condemn, was to
be found an assurance that should
satisfy the most eager of the British
Columbians and not cause alarm to the
most patriotie of Canadian citizens.
He hoped that his hon. friend behind
him would be prepared to adopt that
policy. He did not think that the hon.
gentleman expected to accomplish
much by his resolution, and he trusted
that the debate, when it reached British
Columbia, would induce the people to,
be more willing than they had pre-
viously shown themselves to be, to-
take a sound and sagacious view of the
subject and enter into the partnership
heartily, earnestly and honestly, pre-
pared to receive their fair share in the
great prosperity which he believed
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belonged to this country, and of which
we desired that they should enjoy no
meagre part.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM, urged the hon.
member for Victoria to withdraw his
motion, satisfied with the expressions
of opinion he had obtained. He
thought that a division on the subject
at the present stage would be prema-
ture. A vote would place some hon.
members in an awkward position. The
hon. member for Victoria had made
many statements about British Colum-
bia in an eloquent manner, but some of
them he was not prepared to endorse.
Public opinion was divided in the Pro
vince on this subject. There was the
party of the mainland and the party of
the Island. Different opinions were
entertained there with regard to the
manner in which the terms should be
carried out. le trusted that certain
hon. members had not expressed the
views of the Government in this con-
nection. If they Lad, the result would
be disastrous for British Columbia, but
he was prepared to wait until the Gov-
ernment brought down their policy in
this regard-then Le would take. the
liberty of speaking on this question.

Mr. BUNSTER stated that if any
question deeply agitated the Dominion
le thought that it was the question of
building the Pacifie Railway, which
would tend to make of Canada a nation.
An hon. gentleman had said that the
representatives of this Province pos-
,essed considerable brass; this was not
very complimentary; but he assured
the hon. members that it required some
mianhood to assert their rights. Brit-
ish Columbia had never askel for bot-
ter terms, but only desired the Govern-
ment of the day to evince a disposition
towards carrying oi t the terms on
whicl it entered into Confederation.
The contract bound the Administra-
tration to build this road within ton
vears. An hon. gentleman asserted
that it was an unfavourable agreement;
but this he denied as far as these
Provinces were concerned, though it
was so for British Columbia, which
had made many sacrifices in the in-
terest of the National Flag and of the
Dominion. Seven millions had been
paid for Alaska; and this being the
case, the value of British Columbia,

Mr. DYMoND.

which was far, far superior to Alaska,
might be estimated. This Province
had been termed inhospitable, and
callod a set of mountains, and described
as unfit for human beings to live in;
but hon. gentlemen who made such
statements were deeply ignorant of the
geography and character of their own
country.

The fact that the altitude of the
Canadian Rocky Mountains was 5,000
feet less than that of theAme ican range
should also be taken into co sideration,
as against the high latitude of British
Columbia, which made it a very desira-
ble place, in order to form a proper
opinion as to the importance of this
Province as part of the Dominion.
The Minister of Justice had exclaimed
-" Let British Columbia go ; " but
they were not to be cuffed and kicked
about. They had made a bargain and
they intended to stick to it until the
time for its fulfilment was expired, and
then if it was not carried out they would
claim damages.

He observed that the Premier laugbed
when he said this ; but the claim
of British Columbia, under such cir-
cumstances, would be perfectly valid.
When the Alabama claims were first
mentioned the British nation laughed ;
but they all knew that damages were
secured and to what extent-yes, to
millions sterling.

Lieutenant-G-overnor Trutch had
said that the Dominion should not be
expected to adhere to cast-iron terms.
There might be something in this; but
le questioned whether Mr. Trutch had
the right to state that this view was
endorsed by the people of British
Columbia. British Columbia was
ready to sympathise with the rest of
the Dominion when circumstances
might demand it; but what did would-
be statesmen bere do when they
went on the hastings ? They ridiculed
that Province, the best friend of the
Dominion, in order to serve political
and party purposes. This Province
had been swindled because the Terrms
of Union had not been carried out.

A certain newspaper had -spoken
against its interests ; but was it to be
supposed that British Columbia could
be obtained without the expenditure
of money. The same journal had not
mentioned what other Provinces coSt,
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and hence he had put a notice on the
paper in order to obtain this informa-
tion; when it was secured he.would
show that it had not cost a greater ex-
penditure than was proportionate to
the revenue it contributed to the Do-
ininion. Something like six millions
had been paid, he believed, to Quebec,
besides the cancellation of a debt of
over a million. The surveys which
Lad been made of the line, had extend-
ed over too great a period of time, and
had necessitated too heavy payments
altogether; the work in his opinion
should have been completed in half
the time at present consumed upon it.
With a portion of the money so spent
a part of the road could have been
built. and plaeed in running order.
Three residients of Sacramento, in-
cluding MIr. C. P. iluntington,
a relative, Le believed, of the Post-
master-General, and Mr. Theodore D.
Judah, had with the assistance of two
or three men, in two years, surveyed
the route of the Central Pacifie Rail-
way, while we had a large staff traver-
sing a far less difficult section of coun-
try and engaged on similar work
during the past four or five years. The
Central Pacifie seheme had been held up
to ridicule by the San Francisco news-
papers, in the same manner as certain
gentleman cried down this project ;
but, nevertheless, it had suceeeded to
the great credit and honour of every
man connected with the undertaking.
Some men were constantly grnmbling
and running down the Canada Pacifie
Railway scheme, but this was because
these persons did not possess sufficient
brains, or intellect, or statesmanship
to understand that it was necessary to,
make of Canada-a nation. The Gov-
ernment should take into consideration
the large increase of population i!s
construction would ensure. The pro-
jeet of building it with thirty millions
of dollars and fifty millions of acres of
land was quite feasible-say it cost
$14,000 per mile, being 2,700 miles in
length-it would require an expendi-
ture of something like $38,000,000. His
estimate was somewhat like that of the
chief engineer, as announced by the
Premier in the Session of 1874, the
latter being about one hundred mil-
lions; but he believed that was a long
way-above the mark. The hon. mem-

ber for East York assumed to know
more aboutit than the chief engineer
and supposed that the road would câst
two hundred millions. The correctness
of this supposition he denied in toto.
The hon. gentleman had also made
another erroneous statement, and lie
was satisfied that the hon. gentleman
h'd never reduced these calculations to
figures, or otherwise he would never
have submitted them to the House.
The hon. member said that it required
thirty--five days to cross the ocean from
Japan to this continent; but it was
well known that this necessitated onlv
twenty or twenty-seven days at the
furthest. Then, with regard to the
time required to cross the continent, lie
regretted to see that the hon. gentle-
was not better acquainted with the
geography of this country. The hon.
gentleman computed this at twelve,
when it was in reality only six and a
half or seven days. He had travelled
frequently over this route, and could
speak from experience. The hon.
gentleman moreover said that it
took twelve days to cross the
Ocean to Europe, when, in point of
fact, this only required eight days,
enabling the entire trip to be made in
thirty-six instead of fifty-nine days
as the hon. gentleman had calculated.
On future similar occasions le hoped
that the hon. gentleman would be more
careful and furnish the House with
more exact information. He had figured
the matier up very scrupulously and
le had found that passage to the
Pacifie Ocean from Liverpool over the
Pacifie Railway, if built, could be
effected in less time by two days and
nine hours, than over the American
route. This was something of which
we might well be proud, but unfortu-
nately in this country we were slow in
taking advantage of the great resources
we possessed. Mr. Disraeli had pur-
chased a portion of the Suez Canal
in order to secure for England the
carrying trade of the world, and he
did not doubt this great English states-
man would aIso give assistance
towards building the Canadian
Pacifie Railway, if that matter was
brought before him in a proper spirit,
with a view to improving traffic com-
munications over British territory
and o>m)peting in this respect with
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the United States. The Right Hon.
Benjamin Disraeli would require
more than one string to his bow in this
connection.

One hon. gentleman had spoken in-
telligently and carefully on this ques-
tion; and he thanked that hon. gentle-
man for having placed such telling
facts before the louse. The hon.
member for Niagara was always care-
ful and precise in his figures, and no
one could dispute their accuraey.
le thanked the hon. gentleman

for supporting the project. The
hon. member for Halifax had
alluded to the population of British
Columbia as being ten thousand, but
the hon. gentleman was probably not
as well acquainted with these people as
he (Mr. B.) happer ed to be, and he could
state that they were progressive and
were possessed of -wider views than
some people who were engaged in the
exportation of codfish. If many hon.
gentlemen visi*ed British Columbia
they would be more favourably im-
pressed with its capabilities, resour -es
and importance than they were at
present. It was pretended that the
Province was inhospitable, but ho
challenged any one to make good this
assertion. The contrary was the case;
the people were more enterprising,
and they did not like to be abused by
hon. gentlemen who knew nothing
about them. lon. members renudi-
ated and the Governiment declined to
carry out the arrangement made
through Lord Carnarvon. He would
read a few remarks madle by the hon.
member for South Bruce in this rela,
tion -

" He would now tounh upon a qu sten
with respect to which he had not been entirely

in accord with the gent emcn who were con
ducting the affairs of the country. H e referred
to the settlement attempted to be made
through the Earl of Cartarvon with British
Columbia. He had b ýen of opinion that that
settlement was more onerous to this country
than it was a 1vaîntageous to agree to, and he
was happy to be able to say that previous to
his accepting offi -e, discussions had been
enter< d upon which had r sulted in an gre -
ment up in a p(licy satisfacory to himself,
and which, when deve'oped at the proper time
and place la Parliamerit, would, he be ie' el,
be satisfactory to tht c inntry. He was unable
to develop that now to them for very obvious
reasons, as it was depetident in part upon the
result of n'got aions now going on, but he
would say that what ver was done, would be

. Mr. BUNSTER.

done subject to the deliberations and view s of
the people's r presentatives."

He' did hope that hon. gentleman
would have done British Columbia
justice, but from the speeches delivered
on the public hustings they had not
much reason to hope for justice. He
took this opportunity of alluding to,
these renarks in order to show hon.
gentlemen that it was necessary to,
adopt somne other mode of getting into.
Parliament than by running down
British Columbia. The remarks made
about that Province had a tendency to,
discourage emigration and were not in
the interest of the whole Dominion.
He was very sorry the hon. member
for Victoria had moved this resolution.
but it was the only way the opinion of
the country could be had, inasmuch as
the end of the Session was so close at
hand. He would support the motion,
but he was of opinion that it would
have been more prudent if lie had
waited until the Government hal
brought down their policy on the sub-
jeet, and then taken action in the
matter. Ho regretted that the Gov-
erment had not desired from the
British Columbians in what way a
modification of the terms could be
made. But instead of this they had
been insulted by the paltry offer of
$750,000 as a bribe. He maintained
that the geographical position of the
Province was a great advantage to the
Dominion, and had heard it observed
that the road was not built because it
was feared that Ontario and Quebec
would be depopulated. le, however
was satisfied that the construction of
the road would be of great val îe to the
whole Dominion.

Mr. POULIOT stated that lion.
members that evening, as on several
occasions during this and other Ses-
sions, had been reminded that the
Canadian Government hadl mado. a
solemn contract with British Colúmbia
concerning the building of the Pacific
Railway; but the representatives of
that Province had forgotten to state
under what circumstances this agree-
ment had been concluded. If these
engagements had not been fulfilled
the hon. members from British Colum-
bia should impute to themselves the
cause iii having, like usurers, profited
from the extraordinary needs of the
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late Government at the time the con-
tract was passed; and they ought to
have understood that in this relation
the present Administration could not
perform impossibilities.

Hie thought that the louse would
remember under what circumstances
the arrangement with British Columbia
had been made. The hon. gentleman
then at the head of the affairs had
been caught in a storm at the time,
:and as was the case with unfortunates
in imminent danger of shipwreck in a
tempest, the hon. gentleman had
snatched at anything by which he
might ensure to himself safety; under
such circumstances the contract had
been concluded, and it had been too
favourable for British Columbia.
LIter it was found impossible to fulfil
its conditions. There was another rea-
s bn for this prooeeding. England
thm desire I to rid herself of that
colony. That Province with a popula-
tion of 10,000 souls had been granted
six representatives, when it should
4»ly at most have had one member;
and these six hon. gentlemen took up
more of the time of the House than
aIl the members fb 'r the Province of Que
bee. These hon. gentlemen had threat-
ened that British Columbia would
secede from the Union if the Govern-
ment did not construct the Pacifie Rail-
way; but for his part he believed that
this would be good news for the Pro-
vince of Quebec. In his county, at all
events, it would cause general rejoicing
and be the occasion of an illumination.
The execution of the terms of agree-
ment with that Province was simply
impossible.

Mr. TROW agreed with the hon.
member for Westminister that this reso-
lation had been prematurely submitted
to the House. A il Governments should
,carry out, as far as lay within their
power, the contracts made by their
predecessors. The engagement effect-
cd with British Columbia, at the time
of the Union, seemed to him to be im-
practicable-more particularly as to the
time specitied.

Ie presunred the line of railroad
would ulti mately be coinstructed to the
Pacifie, but great works should be
c-arried on gradually. We have mag-
nificent stretches which can be utilized
with a trifling expense compared with

the cdst of building a railroad, and
would answer our people for the next
quarter of a century. The Premier
could not be charged with delaying
this matter, since he had purchased the
rails and material required for it. It
was desirable that the Government
should proceed at once to connect
Manitoba with Lake Superior, but they
would not be justified in undertaking
work without surveys, which were not
made on the Pacifie slope. Water com-
munication was at all times cheaper
than raii, and the Dawson Route had
magni ficent water stretches which
could be utilized. le thought it would
be the height of folly to budd 2,700
miles of railway in advance of settle-
ment, 1,000 of which would pass
through the inhospitable country north
of Lake Superior. There was little or
no land fit for settlement before reach-
ing the fertile lands of the North-
West, and it would be difficult
to keep the line open during the
winter months. There had been a
railway mania in this country of late,
and during the last five years Ontario
had gone in debt upwards of $40,000,-
000 in constructing lines of railway.
It was easy for a Province like Ontario
to borrow money, but a re-action must
take place when this money had to be
re-couped. le thought the Goverii-
ment were doing all they possibly could
for British Columbia, and the latter
should wait patiently, believing in the
good faith of the country to carry out
their engagements as best they could.
The Government had nearly ceompleted
a line from Pémbina to Winnipeg;
they were also constructing a line from
Lake Superior to Shebandowan and
from Rat Portage to Red River. Large
numbers of surveyors were now locat.
ing the road across the Rocky Moun-
tains. The Governmnent had also at a
very large expenue establisbed a line
of telegraph to British Columbia. He
though the inhabitants of that Pro-
vince should be the last to complain of
bad treatment from the Dominion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD did
not feel at all inclined at one o'clock
in the morning to enter into the ques-
tion of the construction of the Pacific
Railway, nor itideed would he feel dis-
posed to do so at any hour on a motion
of this kind. He had no doubt the hon.
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member who brought forward this
motion was actuated by the most pat-
riotie motives; but still he thought the
hon. gentleman was unwise and was
not acting in the interests of bis own
Province or of the construction of the
Pacific Railway in pressing it as an
amendment to the motion to go into
Committee of Supply. He agreed
with the remarks made in the exceed-
ingly sensible speech of the hon. mem-
ber for North York-that the construc-
tion of the road was nj longer an open
question. It was in fact a portion of
our constitution that the Dominion as
now formed is eomposed as much of
British Columbia as of the other Prov-
inces. The constitution as it now
stands has as one of the bases the
agreement made with British Colum-
bia; this was engrafted and enterwoven
with it, and could not, without dis-
ruption of that constitution, be set
aside or waived. He was glad to find
from the remarks of every gentleman
who had spoken, with the exception
of the hon. member for Halifax, that
that stipulation was admitted to exist.
Some hon. gentleman had expressed
his views strongly that the construction
of this road ought not to be un-
duly undertaken, that the resources of
the country should not be unduly
pressed, and that the taxes ought not
so be unduly increased for the purpose;
but all, with a single exception, had
admitted that the Pacific Railway
is a necessity, and even if it
were not a necessity as a matter
of constitutional principle it must
be constructed. It reinained only
fOr the hon. member for Halifax to
cast the first stain on the honour of
Canada. For thirty years or more he
had been -a member of the Parliament
of Canada, and except from the lips of
that hon. gentlemen he had never
heard repudiation recommended. The
mover of the resolution had assumed a
great responsibility in pressing and
refusing to withdraw it, contrary to the
xishes of one member after the other
from bis own Province as much
interested and pledged as h.mself to
their constituents to agitate the
interests of British Columbia. Upon
him (Mr. DeCosmos) perhaps might
fall the blame of an adverse vote. If
he would only look at the papers laid

Sir JoRN A. MACDONALD.

before the bouse he would see the
Government had stated as a ground
for the abandonment of the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Railway that the Senate
had thrown out the Bill. He would
find hereafter that the vote whieh he
himselfhad provoked would be quoted
against British Columbia, and he (Sir
John) thought they would have the
right to do so against the views placed
in the resolution. While he must
attribute to the hon. gentleman the
most patriotic motives in offering the
resolution, he must say he had no,
sympathy with it.

This question ought to have been
brought up on its own merits, and
postponed until after the Government
had an opportunity of expressing their
views on the present situation of that
road, the policy to be carried out, and
the progress they proposed to make
with respect to the route during the
immeditte future. Until the G-overn-
ment had an opportunity of express-
ing themselves fully, this motion
ought not to be made. While, there-
fore, he considered that the faith of
the country was pledged to the con-
struction of this road; while it should
be his duty as well as his pleasure so
long as ho was a member of Parlia-
ment to press at ail convenient sea-
sons for the carrying out of the obliga-
tions entered into at the time of' the
Union with British Columbia; while
he was convinced that the people of
the Dominion would recognize the obli-
gation and the duty of the Govern-
ment who led Parliamont and public
opinion, and exact from them the ful-
fillment of the promise, and say to them,
they must not allow any engagement,
provident or improvident, to which the
honour of the country is plodgod, to be
repudiated, rejected or broken; he
had looked at this resolution with
a view of seeing whether ho was forced
to vote for it, because he thought the
hon. gentleman had deprived himself
of all sympathy. Ie had forced the
House to consid2r this question pre-
maturely, and acted on bis own
responsibility. He (Sir John) could
not vote for it, and would not vote for
it. After reciting the original agree-
ment relating to the construction of
the railway, it said " owing to diverse
" causes the actual construction of said
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"railway was not commenced in Brit-
"'ish Columbia at the time agreed, nor
"lias it been commenced since." It
alleged there were several causes not
mentioned why the road was not com-
menced, and concluded with the illogi-
cal sequence that therefore " this
House is of opinion " the Government
should promptly and vigorously pro-
ceed to the construction of the road.
The Government in their report
of the 13th of March, 1875, said
they were not even yet in
a position to determine the
location and were not able to proceed
with the work. Those causes still ex-
isted, the hon. member knew they ex-
isted, and yet he asked the House to
declare that because of their existence
the work should be proceeded with at
once.

But there was a substantial objection
from his (Sir John A. Macdonald's)
point of view-that this was not a
mere arrangement by which British
Columbia agreed to enter Canada. It
was a mutual dgreement and partner-
ship by which the Dominion and Brit-
ish Columbia joined hands and became
one Dominion. British Columbia was
pledged to the rest of the Dominion
to the construction of this railway just
as much as the rest of Canada was
pledged to British Columbia. It was
not merely for the benefit of British
Columbia, but for the common benefit.
If it had been otherwise no such agree-
ment could have been made. All par-
ties recognized it as political expedi-
ency for both colonies. It was in a
spirit of perfect equality the compact
was entered into. It was not only for
the sake of spending money in British
Columbia but for the purpose of ren-
dering what wQuld be merely a union
on .paper-one in reality. Therefore, it
was agreed that the road should be
constructed in British Columbia and
also othe1: parts of Canada, and that it
should be commenced at both ends at
the same time. What did this pro-
position mean ? It condemned the
Government for not commencing the
"actual construction of said railway
Within British Columbia, etc.," and>
therefore, he, a representative of
Ontario, and all the members coming
from other provinces, were oalled up
to vote a resolution ordering and en-

joining the Government to commence
and vigorously continue the road in
British Columbia without reference to,
any other portion of the road in any
other portion of the Dominion. The
language that had been used fully
justified the tone of the despatch, which
was as follows:-

» The COnmmittee must further observe that
the tenor of the representations now under
consideration would seem to indicate that the
object of the Legialature of British Columbia
Is less to secure the completion of the work as
a national undertaking in such a way and on
such terms as may best conduce to the welfare
of the whole community, than to enforce the
immediate and continued expenditure within
their own Province, at whatever cost to Canada,
of many millions of money, for which they
cannot pretend to have given an equivalent ;
and that their chief grievance is that their
people have not as yet de, ived, in addition to>
the other financial benefits of Union, the
gains and profits to be expected from the ex-
penditure of these millions in their midtt. To
these views must be mainly referred the alle-
gations, unfounded as they appear to the Com-
mittee, of disa>trous and ruinous delays, ard
as to all classes of the population having suf-
f.red loss and deprivations."

How could any hon. gentleman coming
from any other province justit him-
self in voting for the resolution. Upon
that ground alone he would vote
against it. The hon. gentleman might
perhaps have prepared a resolution
that lie would have been forced to vote
for, and he was glad, under the cir-
cumstances, that the amendment was
so drawn as to enable him to vote
against it. He voted against it pre-
cisely and exclusively on these two
grounds : first, that the whole pro-
position was illogical; and second, that
it was limited to British Columbia, and
called upon the Government and the
whole of the House to build the road
in that Province and to leave the
rest of the project to shuffle for itself.

The members were then called in,
and the question was put, with the fol-
lowing result:-

Bunster,
DeCosmos,
Jones tLeeds),
Roscoe,

Appleby,
Archibald,
Baby,

Yms :

Messieurs
Thompson (Cariboo),
Wallace (Norfolk),
Wright (Pontiac).-7.

NAYS:

Messieurs
Kirpatrick,
Laird,
Lajoie,
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Bain,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blain,
Blake,
Blanchet,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowell,
Bowman,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Cameron (Victoria),
Carmichael,
Caron,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cauchon,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cimon,
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Cook,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Cunningham,
Cuthbert,
Davies,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De St. Georges,
Dewdney,
Dugas,
Dymond,
Fariow,
Ferguson,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fraser,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Gaudet,
Gibson,
Gil,
Gillmor,
Gordon,
Goudge,
Hagar,
Haggart,
Hall,
Higinbot:iam,
Holton,
Horton,
Hirteau,
Irving,
Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,

The original m
and carried.

Landerkin,
Langevin,
Laurier,
Little,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Kingston),
Macdonald (Toronto),
McODonald(C p. Breton),
MacDannell( Inverness)
Macdougall (EIgin),
MeDougall (Renfrew),
McDougall (Three Rvs)
MacKay (Cape Breton),
McKay (Colchester),
Mackenzie,
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McCraney,
McGregor,
McIntyre,
McIsaac,
McLeod,
McNab,
McQuade,
Maison,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Norris,
Oliver,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pickard,
Pinsonneault,
Platt,
Plumb,
Po uhot,
Pozer,
Ray,
Richard,
Robinson,
Robitaille,
Ross (Durham),
Ross (Middlesex),
Ross (Prince Edward),
Rouleau,
Ryan,
Rymal,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Sîcinner,
Snider,
Stirton,
3t. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thibaudeau,
Thomson, (Welland),
Tremaine,
Trow,
Tupper,
Vail,
Wallace (Albert),
White (Hastings),
White (Renfrew),
Wood,
Workman,
Wright (Ottawa),
Yeo,
Young.-154.

otion was then put

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

The House went into Committee of
Supply-Mr Scatcherd in the .Chair.

Item 79, Intercolonial Railway com-
pletion, $915,000, was passed.

The Committee rose and reported,
and asked leave to sit again.

The House adjourned at Fifty
minutes past One o'clock, a.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, March 29, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the
Aet 31 Victoria, cap. 5, with respect to
public accounts. le explained that he
proposod to give the Governor in Coun-
cil power, on sufficient cause being
shown, to extend the appropriations in
the supplementary estimates, for a short
period, in no case to exceed three
months.

The Bill was read the first time.
lon. Mr. MACKENZ[E introduced

a Bill to amend the Act relating to the
indemnity of inembers of both Houses
of Parliament. He explained that
when members received $G per day,
they were paid fron time to time at
the rate of $4. Now, that it was $10,
ie wished to make the proportion the

same, that was, $7.
Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that

the 30 days' corner ought to be shifted
forward to 50 or 60 days. It would
contribute very mach to the p-oper
deliberation the Flouse was bound to
bestow on the public business.

The Bill was read the first time.
Mr. LANGLOIS introduced a Bill

to prevent parties from breaking up
the ice bridge between Quebec and
Levis.

Mr. SPEAKER said on looking into
the point he had raised on a former
occasion with respect to this Bill, he
found the modern practice did not
require such a measure to originate by
resolution in Committee of the Whole
when the penalties it imposed were for
the purpose of giving etfect to, the
measure itself.

The Bill was read the first time.
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Business. 1 05

THE HARBOUa OF ANTIGONIS3.

Mr. McISAAC asked whether it is
the intention of the Governmet to send
an engineer next summer to make a
survey of the Harbour of Antigonish
with the view of ascertaining and mak-
ing the improvements required ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The De-
partmental Engineer has received
instructions to make the examination
referred to.

THE ELECTION FOR DORCHESTER.

Mr. ROULEAU asked what are the
reasons why the writ of election for
Dorchester was not issued until sevoral
mniths after the judgment annulling
the election which took place in 1S74 ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE- have
already told the bon. gentleman I eould
not tell him without consulting the 1 ite
Minister of Justice, who is not in the
city.

THE RIULES OF THE HOUSE.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Taschereau in the
Chair, to consider proposed changes in
the Rules of the House.

. Mr. SPEAKER remarked that the
old and new rules had been published
fir the convenience of members; the
first five remained as they ut present
existed ; in No. 6 a change of very
considerable importance hal been made
with reference to what had been re-
garded as the privileges of individual
inembers. The old rule allowed memn-
bers to secure the immediate clear-
ance of the galleries of strangers ; the
new rescinded this rule as far as the
individrial was concerned. A memnber
could call attention to the matter, and
the Speaker or Chairman, as the case
might be, should forthwith put the
question as to whether the strangers
should be ordered to withdraw, no
debate, however, being permitted.
The alteration would be that strangers
could not be removed from the galleries
On the motion of any individual
member. The Speaker or Chairman
would still have the power of ordering
the galleries to be cleared. He moved
that rule six be rescinded, and that the
new rule printed on the margin be
adopted.

64

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
goted that the rules should be adopted
from the beginning.

Mr. BLAIN urged the importance
of so framing the rules as to enable the
House to meet at an earlier hour, in
order to expedite business to a very
considerable extent. He did not see
why they could not meet at noon for
example, and adjourn at six p.m., the
Committees meeting at nine a.m. He
desired to obtain an expression of
opinion fromn hon. members on this
point, as he could not understand why
Parliamentary business could not be
transacted in a similar manner asother
business.

Mr. SPEAKER said he was sure
that every hon. member would agrree
with the hon. gentleman, if lie (Mr.
Blain) could propose any means of
shortening the sitting, but for his part
he confessed that ho could not see his
way towards the attainment of the
object.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) held
that the hours of Session should
be limited, for no man, except he were
endowed with an extraordinary con-
stitution, could r main iii the IIouse
until two or three o'clock every
iorning, and still not sutfer from it,

as the Committees besides sat in the
morning. If it was neuessary that
the Sessions of Parliament should be
longer, and be near three instead oi
two months, it oaght to be done.

lon. Gentlemen! No, No !

Mr. McDOUGALL did not say
that three months Sessions we:e nece-
sary, but if they were re(uisite in
order to have the woik properly done,
they out to be so extenuied. The Ses-
sional allowance should not be inci eUs-
ed, however,under sueh circumstanCes
if the hon. miembers did not wish it ; at
any rate, it was impossible to have the
work well done under the present
system.

Sir JOHN A. MACDIONALD
hoped that the time of the Comminee
would not be taken up with the dis-
cussion of this subject, which. ncver-
theless, was extremely important. It
should be subsequently considered as a
separate and distinct question.
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Mr. YOUNG thought that this was
a reason why they should not re-adopt
rules at present in existence, as i-
ness would be greatly facilitated if
they confined their attention to the
mere changes proposed.

Mr. SPEAKER-That would be
better.

The sixth clause, as amended.
"If any member shall take notice that

stran gers are present, Mr. Speaker or Chair-
man (as the case may be), shall forthwith put
the question that strangers be orde:ed to with-
draw, without any debate or amendment:
Provided, that Mr. Speaker or the Chairman
may, whenever be thinks proper, order the
withdrawl of Strangers,"

was then taken up.
Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell);-

whatwas the neanng of " Chairman"
in this rule ?

Mr. SP EAK ER-It means the Chair-
man of the Committee of the whole
House. It is an exact copy of the
English Rule.

The Rule, as amended was adopte 1.
Rule 19, as amende], was thon taken

up; it read as follows -
The ordinary daily routine of business in the

House shall be as fIllows

Presenting Petitions.
Reading and Receiving Petitions.
Presenting Reports by Standing and Select.

Committees.
Motions
The Order of Business for the consideration

of the House, day by day, after the above daily
routine, shall be as follows:-

MONDAY.

Private Bills.
Questions put by Members.
Notices of Motion.
Public Bills and Orders,
Government Notices of Motions.
Government Orders.

TUESDAY.

Government Notices of Motions.
Government Orders.
Public Bills and Orders.
Questions put by Members.
Other Notices of Motions
Private and Local Bills.

WEDNESDAY.

Questions put by Members.
Notices of Motions.
Public Bills and Orders.

(From balf-past seven o'clock p.m.)
Private Bills for the first hour.
Public Bills and Orders.
Government Notices of Motion 3.
Government Orders.

Sir JorN A. MACDOALD.

TRURSDAY.

(Un til the hour of air o'clock p.m.)
Questions put by Members.
Notices of Motioni'.
Pablie Bills and Orders.

(From half-past seven o'clock p.m.)
Government Notices of Motions.
Governmient Ordeis.
O t her Notices of Motions.

FRIDAY.

Government Notices of Motions.
Government Orders.
Public Bills and Orders.
Questions put by Members.
Other Notices of Motions.

(From half-past seven o'clock p nt)
Private Bills for the first hour.

Mr. SPEAKER explained, that it
was proposed to make the fixel rule of
the House what had been their practice
for sone years. He requested hon.
mem bers to read the changes over very
carefully.

Mr. ROULEAU thought that hon.
members when questioning the Minis-
ters should be allowed the opportunity
of making explanations. He bad
asked the First Miniister why the writ
for the last election in the County of
Dorchester had been delayed ; and the
answer had been that the hon gentle-
man could not state the reason as he
had no communication with the late
Minister of Justice, who issued the
writ. le considered that this state-
ment was incorrect.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I call the
hon. gentleman to order, as this is no
time to debate that matter.

Mr. PALMER-The hon. me:nber
has a right to allude to it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Cer-
tainly; as an illustration.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
member lias controvertod the state-
ment made to this House, and he has
no right to do that. He cannot now
enter on a criticism concerning what
I said. I call the hon. gentlemaa to
order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
take it that the hon, gentleman is
amenable to criticism; he is there for
that purpose.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-But not
at this purticular time.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-If
there is an inadvertent orror, the hon.
gentleman should be allowed to point
out in the way of illustration. The~hon.
gentleman is not out of order.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman is endeavoring to evade a
ýdistinct rule of the House.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-The hon.
gentleman can certainly allude to this
matter in the way of illustration.

Mr. ROULEATJ-I would state this
icase merely as an example.

Mr. TASCHEREAU-The bon gen-
tleman can cite his own case, but he
cannot discuss the merits of it.

Mr. ROULEAU-The First Minis-
ter told me that he could not answer
my question, but the present Minister
of Justice took office on the 9th of
May, and my election took place on
the 8th of last July.

Mr. SPEAKER remarked that it
had been the practice for two or three
years past to allow Government
notices of motions and orders to be
taken up on Monday, but it was open,
nevertheless, to any individual member
to object and prevent it under the rie
as amended; it would not be so possi-
sible any longer to obstruct business.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD agreed
in the expodiency of altering the rule
in this respect, and explained that it
had been decided in Committee to in-
sert notices of motion on the order for
Thursday immediately after half-past
seven o'clock.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that diffi-
calty was experienced in regard to
these notices of motion principally by
the want of diligence on the part of
bon. gentlemen themselves. If they
were to put their notices on the paper
at an early part of the Session when
there was not much business before
the Ilouse, business would be greatly
facilitated. In the second place the
notices after they hiad been put on the
paper were allowed to stand until the
-end of the Session was approached., and
it was impossible for them to be
brought up.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL granted that
there was a good deal in this; but would
state that there was a very important

64

m Ytion of his on the paper, which was
placed in such a position that it was
questionable if it would be reached this
Session. He was of opinion that notices
of motion should be resumed after half
past seven o'clook.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE thought the diffi-
culty in regard to notices of motion
might be remedied by adopting a sys-
tem of classification, by which they
could divide the motions into opposed
and unopposed motions. Such an ar-
rangement le was satisfied would keep
the paper cleared of these incum-
brances.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said be re-
membered some conversation having
taken place on this subject in the Com-
mittee, and inasmuch as there might
have been some misunderstanding as to
his reply, lie would make the concession
desired. The orders for Thursday
would, therefore, be as follows:

Questions put by members.
Public bills and orders.
Notices of motion.
Government notices of motion.
Government orders.
Otber notices of motion.
The words 1'until six o'clock," would

be struck out.
The orders for Thursday were then

adopted.
lIon. -Mr. IMACKENZIIE moved the

adoption of the following in lieu of the
58th Rule -

"Any person seeking to obtain any Privatc
Bill, giving any exclusive privilege, or profit,
o private or corporate advantage, or for any
amendment of the former Act, shall be requir-
ed to deposit with the Clerk of the House, eight
days before the meeting of the House,a copy of
such Bill la the English or French language,
with a sum sufficint to pay for translating and
printing the same-600 copies to be printed
in English, and 200 copies to be printed in
French-the translation to b done by the
Officers of the House and the printing by the
Contractor. The applicant shall also be re-
quired to pay the Accountant of the House a
sum of $200, and the cost of printing the same
for the Statutes, and lodge the receipt for the
same with the Clerk of the Committee to
which su h Bill is referred -such payment to
be made immediately after thesecond rearling,
and before the consideration of tie BiIl by such
Committee."

lon. Mr. HOLTON said those who
had to deal with the Private Bills
coming before the House feit the
necessity of an assistant-some legal
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expert, competent to draft and pre-
pare the clauses of such measuwes.
Such an officer should be appointed
to he absolutely at the disposal of
the Private Bills Committee during the
Session of Parliament. -He had felt,
during the present Session, it was
utterly impossible for even the profes-
sional members of the House to give

proper attention to the numerous
Private Bills brought under their notice.

lon. Mr. CAMEIRON (Cardwell)
concurred in this opinion. Either the
promoters of Bills must have the clauses
reconstructed by their legal advisers
and returned to the 'Comnittee for
further consideration, or some legal
assistant must be employed to attend
to such work. The time had arrived
when the Government itself must have
more assistance. He believed the
Minister of Justice should have the
assistance ofanot ber officer. He hoped
the Government would take this matter
into consideration.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
subjeet had oeeupied the attention of
the Government on several occasions.
lie had felt the pressure ot this kind of
work very much while sitting on Ihe
other side of the louse, and a litile
more since he3 had becone a Aliister
of the Crown. le would be very gtlad
to have privaie memibers of this Iouse
relieved from the pressure brought to
bear on th i in shaing tiese Private
Bills. There had bven negligence of
late years in the preparation of some
of thos-e bills, ant the vork of recon-
structing them devolved upon a very
limited numbLier of the active mem bers
of the House. le was not propared
at the moment to sugoges-t any decided
plan of action, though he would be
very glad to hear the opinion of the
hon. gentleman on the subject.

Sir .) I1N A. MACIONALD) said
a scheme nigit be devised by which,
without any material increase of ex-
pense, the object ofthe hon. member
for Chateauguay might be attained.
The Senate had a law offlcer who could
not be very busy; the Ilouse of
Commons also had a law clerk. Three
men would ie quite suliejent loi the
work. The : ssistant to the t-wo law
offisers shoild be at the service of the
Private Bill,' oommittee during the
Session.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT entirely
concurred with the bon. member for
Chateanguay regarding Private Bills,in
which, under the present system,
clauses were at times introduced of a
conflicting, or directly contradictory
character. He doubted whether this
class of Bills would decrease in number.
Companies who desired to borrow
money abroad would always come to
this House, and as the country grew,
these would rather increase in number
in his opinion. The rule with refer-
ence to the reception of Private Bills
shouild not be relaxed during the
Session. The suggestion of the right
hon. member for Kingston would pro-
bably go a very great way towards
remedying the evil of which complaint
was made, but how far, he was n )t
prepared to say.

Mr. PLUMB supported the prop >si-
iion of the hon. member for Chateau-
guay. Clauses under such circum-
stances were inserted in Bills, ,o ne-
tirnes, perhaps, inadvertently, and
these were cited as precedents, render-
ing it almost impossible to reject others
of a similar nature. The matter was
very important, as companies by means
of these Hils sometimes obtained large
sums abroad ; and they required the
cai elul consideration of the G3vern-
ment.

lion. Mr. BLAKE said it was of the
utmonet moment that some effort
should be made to promote unifornity
in the bills passed. If th3 most
obvious exerecenses were remov-e i
fron them, it was about as much as
they couild ettect under the piesent
system. A geicral standard for these
measures should be settled ; and they
should be ceuehed in the same piirase-
ology in order tiat they might obtain
the,- ane construction in cours o' law.
A parliameitary officer might be de-
puted to attend to bills, and put them
in some sort of shape. The Sessions
were short, and owng to very great
preu e on their tme, partieularly on
BIill which were tubmitted at a late
lotir, did not receive the same atten-
tion as they would have obtained at
an earlier period, the assistance of
prîofesionail draughtsmen should be
ksecured; and publie measures passed
by Parliament should bo madle pract'-
clly Government measure 3. The same
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remarks applied to Government legis-
lation; measures were prepared long
after the fHouse opened iit consequence
of the representations of hon. mem-
bers; and if trained draughtsmen were
.employed, their legislation would be
more creditable than it now was.
Money could not be spent better than
in carrying out this reform, as obscure
Acts of Parliament led to law-suits,
and cost the publie countless sums. He
believed that this Assembly possessed
admirable machinery for its purposes;
but no machinery was more imperfect
than the Committee of the whole
House.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thought hon.
members would admit that when ho
was Minister of the Crown, he sub-
mitted to the House a fair share of
Bills for their consideration. Indeed,
the hon. member for Bruce had on one
occasion remarked that there was quite
a plethora of them. He at that time
had been very largely indebted
to the Law Clerk of the Senate
as regarded the preparation of these
Bills; and ho thoroughly endorsed
the view, that experienced men
,hould be employed to do this. It
would moreover require very little ad-
ditional expense to carry the sugges-
tion of the hon. momber for Chateau-
guay into effect.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
agree with the opinion, that eight
days, as mentioned in the clause, was
too short a time for the purpose in
question, as a charge might interfere
with the intentions of persons desirous
of promoting Bills.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON, in reply to
Sir John A. Macdonald, stated that the
hon. gentleman had educated the
House into the belief that sixty days
should be the normal length of Par-
liament; of these sixty thirty were
passed before any Private Bill could be
referred to the Committee, leaving a
similar period for their passage through
both Houses. Many of these Bills were
highly important, and the Committee
could not sit daily. It was perfectly
impossible to consider them in detail,
under the present system. The Ses-
sions of the old Parliament lasted for
three, four and six months; and more
time was accordingly at their disposal

at that period for these purposes. Then,
besides,they had the advantage of hav-
ing two subordinate law officers, soli-
citors, one from each Province, who
supervised the legislation. The Gov-
ernment was moreover held responsi-
ble for the whole legislation, including
Private Bills.

Mr. MILLS enquired whether this
clause-" the fee payable on the second
reading of any Private Bill is paid only
in the House in which said Bill origi-
nates, but the cost of printing the same
is paid in each House"-was omitted
from the new rule.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
it was, as its insertion was unnecessary.

Mr. BLAIN urged that the services
of legal gentlemen to examine Private
Bills should be secured, to prevent such
improper provisions as ho had recently
noticed in connection with an Insurance
Bill and an Investment Bill. In the
latter instance a provision was intro-
duced, enabling the company to borrow
to the extent of the paid-up capital and
of the securities they held, and besides
this to take unlimited deposits. The
time for disposing of these Bills by the
Committee was exceedingly limited;
and such assistance as he had men-
tioned should be secured, in order that
a uniform charactar of some sort might
be given to these Bills.

Hon Mr, MACKENZIE at this point
explained that the 49th Clause, as
amended, should read:-

"No iPetition for any Private Bill is re,
ceived by the House after the first ten days
(not three weeks as printed) of each Session;
nor may any Private Bill be presented to The
House after the first three (not four) weeks of
each Sessio n; nor may any Report ofany Stand-
ing or Select Committee upon a Private Bill be
received after the first five (not six) weeks of
each Session," &c.

On motion of hon. Mr. MACKENZI E>
Section 49 w as amended to read as
follows :-

I 49. No Petition for any Private Bill is re-
ceived by the House after the first ten days of
each Session; nor may any Private Bill be
presented to the House after the first two
weeks of each Session; nor may any Report of
any Standing or Select Committee upon a Pri-
vate Bill be received after the first six weeks
of each Session.

" 59. Every Private Bill, when read a second
time, is referred to the Standing Committee
charged with the consideration of such Bill.
Bills relating to Banks, Insurance, Trade ana
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Commerce, to Committee on Banking and
Commerce; Bills relating to Railways, Canals,
Telegraphs, Canal and Railway Bridges, to the
Committee on Railways; the Bills not coming
under these classes to the Committee on Pri-
vate Bills, and all petitions before the louse
for or against the Bills are amended as referred
to such Committee."

Section 2 of Section 60 was amended
as follows:-

" On the day of the pnsting of any Bill under
this Rule, the Deputy Clerk of the Flouse shall
cause a notice of such posting to be appended
to the printed Votes and Proceedings of the
day."

Section No. 70 was amended as fol-
lows :-

"Except in cases of urgent and pressing
necessity no motion for suspension or modifica-
tion of any rule applying to Private Bills or
petitions for Private Bills shall be entertained
by the House until after referencë is made ta
the several Standing Committees ch arged with
the consideration ofPrivate Bills and reports
made thereon by one or more of such Com-
mittees."

On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE,
Section 70 and 71 were arnended so as
to read as follow:-

"70. A Book, to be called "Private Bill
Register," shall be kept, in which Book shall
be entered by aClerk appointed for that business
by the Clerk of The House, the name, descrip-
tion and place of residence of the parties ap-
plying for the Bill, or of their Agent, and all
the proceedings thereon, from the Petition ta
the passing of the Bill-such entry to specify
briefly each proceeding in the house or in
any Committee to which the Bill or the Peti-
,ion may be referred, and the day on which the
Committee is appointed to sit-such Book ta
be open to public inspection daily during office
hours.

" 71. The Clerk of The House shall cause lists
of all Private Bills and Petitions for such Bills
upon which any Committee is appointed ta sit,specifying the time of the meeting and the
room where the Committee shall sit, to be pre-
pared daily by the Clerk of the Comnmittee to
which such Bills are referred, and shall cause
the same to be hung up in the Lobby."

Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the following Section be inserted in
the Rules:-

"87. This House will, in future, appoint the
Committees of Supply, and Ways and Means,at the commencement of every Session, so soon
as an Address bas been agreed to, in answer to
His Excellency's Speech."

Mr. SPEAKER explained that this
clause had been a Standing Order. It
was out of place there, and they had
decided to convert it into a rule.

The motion was carried.
Clause No. 93 was amended as fol-

lows:-
" Al Bills shall be printed before the second

reading, in both languages, except Wlils mere-
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

!y continaing a ets or other short Bills of minor-
importance, with the printing of which the-
Speaker or the House may dispense."

Mr. SPEAKER said with regard to-
the Standing Orders in reference to the
Library, that it had been mooted in the
Library Committee that as they had a
statute conferring certain powers upon
the Committee, the Standing Or-
ders might be dispensed with. The
Library Committee had not reported,.
and ho merely mentioned the matter
in order that the hon. gentlemen might
give it some consideration.

The remaining sections were passed
with verbal amendment.

The Committe rose, and reported the
resolutions as amonded.

The resolutions were read the third
time, and passed.

TRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

The following Bills were referred
back to Committee of the Whole for
the purpose of making certain amend-
ments-To incorporate " The National
Exchange Company;" to incorporate
" The Scottish Canadian Loan Com-
pany;" to incorporate " The Trust
Company of Canada."

On motion of Mr. Workman the title
of the latter was changed to " The In-
vestment Company of Canada."

Mr. OLIVER asked what the amend-
ments were.

Hion. Mir. HOLTON said in the
clause relating to deposits, it was pro-
posed to restrict them in receiving de-
posits to one-half of their paid-up capi-
tal. There vas also a clause by which
the parties accepting these charters
agreed to come under the provisions of
the general law which he sincerely
hoped would be submitted to Parlia-
ment next Session.

lIon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
whole question would be discussed next
Session, when he hoped to bring down
a general Act under which all these
companies should be incorporated.

Mr. YOUNG was very glad to hear
this announcement. lt was evident
that the general principle with regard
to the borrowing power of these com-
panies ought to be definitely settled by
the Government. It had become a
matter of necessity that there should be-
a general measure, and one of such a
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nature as would ensure success in
the management of these companies.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK stated that
with the member who had first spoken
he approve 1 of the policy of the
Government in lmiting the power of
companies in making deposits; at least,
these should be limited to the extent
named, fifty per cent. of the paid-up
capital. He would, however, as soon
sec this power struck out altogether,
as itwould be beneficial to the com-
panies themselves. He would, as an
instance of this, mention that he had
been entrusted with a Bill the pro-
mot(rs of which had requested hin to
take out the deposit clause. As to
the borrowing powers, concerning
which the Governnent had changed
their policy to a considerable extent
since the Bill had been before the
Banking and Commerce Comnittee, he
thought that if the Miiiistry intended,
as they have announced, to introduce a
general Bill next year, restricting
them and making them more stringent,
at all events they had made a
mistake in now granting greater
powers than they proposed to do
in their Bills, as it would be much
more easy to reduce them at present
than in the future. If they now gave
power to the extent of 10 per cent., it
would be very difficult next year to
oblige companies to pay up 25 per cent.
or cease doing business. If such was
their idea they should now insist on
limiting these powers to the paid-up
capital. If these powers were to be
only 10 per cent. at present, they
should be restricted to the unpaid and
not to the subscribed calital. The
Trust and Loan and another company
had found more restricted powers very
beneficial. If wider powers were gen-
erally allowed, it was possible that, as
an hon. gentleman had remarked, one
of these companies would one day
make a grand smash-up, entailing un-
told grief and misfortune. It would
have been better had the Government
adhered to the 25 per cent. paid up
clause, limiting the borrowing powers
to the amount of the unpaid capital.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-What
was the amount of capital paid-up of
the company the hon. gentleman is
interested in promoting?

Mr. KIRKPATRICK - Ten per
cent.; but they are seeking to have
the borrowing powers restricted to the
unpaid capital.

Mr. BLAIN entirelyapproved of the
extensive borrowing powers which had
been conferred. He could understand
very well that people might incur
serious risks if such powers were
granted in cases where companies
were pernitted to receive deposits;
but there could be no possible risk in
connection with companies of this
character, the deposit clause being
struck out. Such a company could
go into the market with $100,000
paid-up capital, and tell capitalists
that the remaining portion of the stock
-- in one case it amounted to a million
-could be mortgaged as security, for
any loan made. They might as well
try to limit the farmier to the sum he
might borrow on his property, as to
limit the power of sueh companies in
this relation. Gentlemen who had
$100,000 to '$900,000 to lend, would
take very good care that they obtained
for it ample security.

The principle was different, however,
when the deposit clause was in ques-
tion. One of the Bill which beloigel
to Montreal had permitted to boý»-
row to the extent of the paid-up
capital and the face of the securities
held by the company, and after they
had pledged everything they had, they
were allowed to take deposits to an
unlimited amount. Suppose advantage
was taken of this liberty to the extent
of $500,C00; when the poor people,
who really ought to be protected in
connection with this class of legisla-
tion, and who had laid up $50, $100 or
$200 to fall back upon in case they
were out of employment, come to
draw it, they might be unable to ob-
tain a single dollar. It was their duty
to protect these people, but he did not
feel that there was any necessity for
protecting men who had $100,000 to
loan.

He truited, that when the Govern-
ment settled upon a general policy, it
would not be based upon the view of
the hon. gentleman froni Waterloo.
Companies should be allowed to pledge
their credit on the principle that they
had the power of calling up the unpaid
capital in order to meet their liabili-
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ties; this, in his opinion, was sufficient
security. Another class of investment
companies ought really te be enceu-
raged by the Government. They were
organized . in Great Britain, where
money was obtainable at a very low
rate of interest, and they came here to
invest it. Our companies could thus
borrow on debentures of five per cent.,
whereas when they paid on the stock,
and not on the bonus, they paid from
ten and twelve per cent. B-e hoped
that the policy of the Government
would not be one that would prevent
these companies springing up all over
the country, as competition might les-
sen the rate of interest.

The Bills were reported from the
Comm ittee, read the third time, and
passed.

.THIRD READINGS.

The followiig Bills were passed
through Committee of the Whole, read
the third time, and passed:-

An Act to amend the Act incorporat-
ing " The Ottawa Gas Company,"
to confirm a Resolution of their share-
holders placing preferential and ordin-
ary stock on the same footing; and to
confirm, amend and extend their cor-
porate powers (as amended by Standing
Committee on Miscellaneous Private
Bills).-Mr. Currier.

An Act respecting " The Mechanies'
Bank " (as amended by Standing Com-
Mittee on Banking and Commerce.)-
Mr. Workman.

An Act to confirm the amalgama-
tion of the City Bank and the Royal
Cafiadian Bank, and to incorporate
the Consolidated Bank of Canada,
(from the Senate) as amended by
Standing Committee on Banking and
Commerce.)-Mr. Bowell.

An Actto incorporafe " The British
Canadian Investment Company (Limit-
ed)" (as amended by Standing Com-
nittee on Banking and Commerce.)
Mr. Macdonald (Toronto Centre.)

On motion of Mr. Macdonald the
title of this company was changed to
that of the London and Ontario In-
vestment Company (Limited).

An Act to extend the Act of last
Session intituled; " An Act relating
to the Upper Ottawa Improvement
Company" (as amended by Standing

Mr. BLAIN.

Committee on Banking and Com-
merce.)--Mr. White (Renfrew.)

An Act to incorporate " The Natiqual
Trust anàI Investment' Company of
Canada " (as amended by Standing
Committee on Banking and Com-
merce.)-Mr. Blain.

An Act te extend the time for the
commencement and completion of
" The Canada and Detroit River
Bridge; and for other puiriposes " (as
amended by Standing Committee on
Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines.). -Mr. Wood.

The amendments made by the
Senate to the Bill (No. 38)-An Act
to amend the Act to incorporate " The
Canada Shipping Company."-(Mr.
Workman)-were concurred in.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were read a sec-
ond time and referred to Committee:

An Act to incorporate the British
Canadian Loan and Trust Company
(Limited)-Mr. Bowell.

An Act to amend the Act of incor-
poration of the " Banque Saint Jear-
Baptiste." (From the Senate)-Mir.
Jetté.

FISHING LEASES.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved for a
statement shewing the names of the
Rivers for which fishing leases have
been renewed or granted since the lst
December, 1873 ;-when;-in favor of
whoin;-for what period, and for what
yearly sum each of these leases has
been thus renewed or granted.

The motion was carried.

RAILROAD FREIGHTS IN NOVA SCoTIA
AND NEW BRUNSWICK.

Ho n.Mr.TUPPER moved for a return
of all special rates accorded to any com-
panies or individuals for the convey-
ance of freight over the Railways in
Nova Sco 'ia or New Brunswick, with
the names of the companies or indi-
viduals, the privileges accorded, the
dates at which such special rates were
given, with any correspondence be-
tween the General Superintendent of
Railways or any other officer of the
Government, and any persons on the
subject of special rates since the lst day
of January, 1874, to the lst day of
January, 1876.
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He said that item in the estimates
upon this subject which had been left
over would enable the discussion to
come up when it was submitted to the
House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
would have no objection to the motion
if " January, 1872," was substituted.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER - I am quite
willing!

The motion was carried.
THE TRANSFER OF PORTAGE ISLAND.
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved for an

address to His Excellency the Governor
General for all papers and correspon-
dence between the Government of
Canada, or any Department thereof,
and the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, or any person or persons
acting for them, for the transfer of Port-
age Island in the Bay of Miramichi to
the Canadian Government.

The motion was carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY CLAIMS.
Hon. Mr. ROBITAIL LE moved an

Address to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General for 1st. A statement
of all claims made by private in-
dividuals or Corporations in re-
lation to the Construction of the
Intercolonial Railway within the
limits of the Province of Quebec ;-
showing the claims which have been
settled, the amount of each such claim,
and the amount of the award; also
the claims which have not been settled,
the amount of each such claim, and
why the same has not been settled.

The motion was carried.

WALLACE MAIL CONTRACT.

Hlon.Mr.TUPPER moved for a return
of copies ofthe contracts for the convey-
ance of Mails between Wallace, in the
County of Cumberland and Greenville
Station on the Intercolonial Railway,
supplying the several way offices at
Wallace Bridge, Six mile road, Wal-
lace River, Henderson Settlement,
Streets Bridge, Middleboro, and Head
of Wallace Bay, to lst November last,
when the delivery for these offices was
changed to Wentworth Station, with
the contract for the latter service and
the amount paid therefor; also a state-
ment of the new services now required
to supply the before mentioned offices

and the cost thereof with the tenders
receive therefor, and all corresponded
ence and communications with the Post
Office Department connected there-
with.
Hon.Mr. MACKENZIE asked the hon.

gentleman to postpone his motion until
the Postmaster General was present,
whom he thought might desire to bring
other papers down than those asked
for.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I should be
willing to have any papers brought
down that the hon. gentlemen wishes.

The motion was carried.

THE WALLACE AND MALAGASH MAIL.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved for a return
of a copy of the contract recently made
for the conveyance of the Mail between
Wallace and Malagash, in the County
of Cumberland, with the tenders re-
ceived therefor and the notices calling
for such service specifying when and
where such notices were posted, and
also a statement of the amount pre-
viously paid for the same service.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Of course
this motion will pass on the seme con-
dition as the last one. I doubt if it
will be possible to tell when the notices
were posted.
Hon.Mr.TUPPER said he had been in-

formed that no notices had been posted
and that, consequently, no tenders had
been sent in. He did not blame the
Post Office Department for this pro-
ceeding. He merely wished to bring
the facts of the case to the notice of
Postmaster General. He would agree
to the conditions required in the pass-
age of the last motion.

The motion was carried.

COMPLAINTS RELATING TO POSTAL
SERVICE.

Mr. DESJARDINS moved for an
order of House for correspondence,
petitions and complaints relating to
the Postal Service in the fbllowing
localities in the County of Hochelaga:
Hochelaga, Cote Visitation, Coteau St.
Louis, St. Jean Baptiste Village, Notre
Dame de Grace, Town of St. Henri,
Cote St. Paul and St.Gabriel Farm, with
copies of any departmental orders re-
lating to the same.
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lion. Mr. MACKENZIE--I cannot
promise as to copies of departmental
letters relating to the same. There
may be letters or orders that are not
intende-1 to be made public. The
motion can only pass with that quali-
fication.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-That
qualification is always understood.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[E-Very well.
The motion was carried.

VACCINATION OF INDIANS.

Mr. CIMON moved for an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General
for--lst. Copies of the instructions given
to François Xavier De Sales Laterrière,
Esq., Physician, of Malbaie, to go and
vaccinate the Indians on the North
Shore of the St. Lawrence, in the
County of Saguenay, during the year
1875; 2nd. Reports and accounts pro-
duced by the said François Xavier de
Sales Laterrière, Esq., in this matter,
and all correspondence between him
and the Government respecting these
accounts ; 3rd. A statement of the sums
of money paid by the Government to
the said François Xavier De Sales
Laterrière as such vaccinating Physi-
eian.

The motion was carried.

EXCHANGE OF PROPERY IN QUEBEC.

In the absence of Mr. Masson, Mr.
Desjardins moved for an Address to
His Excellency the Governer General
for copies of all correspondence between
the Dominion Government and the
Goverument of the Province of Quebec,
relati g to an exchange of the pro-
perty called " Vieux Chateau St.
Louis " in the City of Quebec, for that
of Hospital and Officers' Quarters in
St. Louis Street of the said City, to-
gether with all Orders in Council
relating to the same.

The motion was carried.
DAMAGES FROM INTERCOLONIAL RAIL-

WAY.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General for all papers and correspon
dence in connection with payments
made to J. G. B. McCready and others,
in King's County, for alleged damage
sustained from the Intercolonial Rail-
road from fire and other causes.

Mr. DESJARDINS

lHon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The word
"alleged " must be struck out of that
motion. Whether they were alleged
damages or not, the case was referred
to the Dominion Arbitration and set-
tled, and after a judicial decision in the
matter, the word " alleged " should
not be used.

Mr. DOMVIL LE -Strike it out then.
The motion was carried.
THE HALIFAX PASSENGER STATION.

Mr. MCKAY (Colchester) moved for
an Address to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General for copies of all ten-
ders received for the erection of the
Passenger Station at Halifax; all cor-
respondence relative to said tenders ;
to any change in plans and specifica-
tions before or after such tenders
were received ; to whom awarded, and
amount of such contract 's awarded.

The motion was carried.
THE PACIFIC RAILWAY TELEGRAPH LINE.

Hon. Mr. LANG3 VIN moved for an
Order of The House for a copy of any
new contract or instructions given to
F. Barnard, Esquire, in relation to the
Telegraph Line in connection with the
Pacific Railway line, and especially
with that portion of the line which
goes through " Téte Jaune Cache."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-There are
no new contracts.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Are there
any new instructions.

lion. Mi'. MACKENZIE-There can
be no instructions, but only the ordin-
ary directions about the work.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN- I was in-
formed there were new instructions.
I shall therefore withdraw the motion.

The motion was withdrawn.

MJTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved for
an Order of the House for all papers
and correspondence between any in-
dividual and any Department of the
Government in relation to the Mutual
Fire Insurance Company of Clinton, or
between any officer of the said Com-
pany and the Government ; also a copy
of the license, if any, issued by the
Government to the said Company with
a statement of the amount of deposit, if
any, lodged by the said Company with
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the Guvernment, and whether the same
is available to the creditors of the said
Company for the liabilities of the said
Company ; also a statement as to
whether the said Company have com-
plied with the requirements of the law
in relation to Insurance Companies.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I will
make the enqniry, but-I doubt whether
there is any correspondence between
that Company and the Government.

The motion was carried.
VALUATORS ON THE INTERCOLONIAL.

Mr. FISET moved for an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General
for the Returns showing the names of
the valuators employed on the Inter-
colonial Railway, in the Counties of
Temiscouata and Rimouski, for the pur-
chase of lands, the valuation of damag-
es, &c., the period of time during which
each suh valuator was employed, and
the salary paid in each case; also a list
of all claims fyled with the Government
for damages caused by the expropri-
ation of lands or the passing of the line
of Railway through the said counties ;
the amount allowed by the valuator on
each of the said claims, with the names
of those who accepted the offer made
to them and the names of those who
refused.

The motion was carried.'

THE BARQUE "N. CHURCHILL."

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved for an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General, for all papers, correspon-
dence and communications between
the Government of Canada and the
Collector of Customs at the Port of
Quebec, or any other person, in relation
to a violation of an Act intituled "An
Act respecting Deck Loads," 36 Vic-
toria, Chapter 56, by the Barque " N.
Churchill;" also any communication
between the Port Warden of the Port
of Quebec and the Commissioner of
Customs of said Port in relation to
said violation; also the official record
of any investigation had by the said
Collector of Customs and the steps
taken to verify the truth of the charges
of said violation of said Law; also a
statement of any steps taken by the
said Collector or other officer of Gov-
ernment in verifying the truth of the
charges of violation of said Law; also

copies of any certificates furnished by
the officers of Customs, if any, and re-
quired by sections 5, 6 and 7 of said
Act before clearance of any vessel ; also
copies of any proceedings or record of
judgment had against the master of
said vessel for any violation of said
Law.

The motion was carried.
THE DEBT OF CANADA.

Mr. BOWELL in the absence of Mr.
Kirkpatrick moved, for an Order of
the House for copy of statement shew-
ing the debt, &c., of Canada, issued in
London on 19th October, 1875, by the
Hon. the Finance Minister on the occa-
sion of placing the last loan on the
English Market.

The motion was carried.
NATIVE WINES.

Mr. SMITH (Peel) for moved an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General, for a copy of all correspon-
dence between the Govern ment and the
Vine Growers' Association of Canada,
in relation to any infraction by said
Company of the Revenue Laws of the
Dominion since 1870 ; also a return of
the quantity of wine and brandy
manufactured by said Association since
that period, and the amount of excise
or any other duties paid thereon.

The motion was carried.
THE GOvERNMENT STEAMER " SIR JAMES

DOUGLAS."

Mr. DEWDNEY moved for an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General, for all correspondence between
the Honorable Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and the Agent of that Depart-
ment iii Victoria, or any other parties,
in reference to a complaint made from
the Canadian Pacifie Railway Office,
Victoria, shewing the inconvenience
occasioned by the Government steamer
"Sir James Douglas," being allowed
to carry passengers when engaged in
Government service transporting sur-
vey parties.

The motion was carried.
COUNTY COURT JUDGE FOR NEW WEST-

MINSTER.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM moved an Ad-

dress to His Excellency the Governor
General, for copies of all correspond-
once between the Dominion and British
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Columbia Governments with reference
to the appointments of a County Court
Judge for New Westminster, British
Columbia.

The motion was carried.

OLD RAILS IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved for an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General, for a Return of the
quantity of old Rails now on hand
and in the possession of the Govern-
ment, and shewing whether the same
are of such a character as to be made
available for the ordering of the con-
struction of Branch Lines.

The motion was carried.
AID TO PRIVATE RAILWAYS.

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL moved for
an Address to His Excellency the
Governor General, for copies of all
correspondence between the Govern-
ment of Canada or any of their
officers and any person or persons,
company or companies in New
Brunswick since the lst day of
January, 1874, in relation to aid to be
given to the construction of Railways
in that Province by the supplying of
Rails or other Plant or Rolling Stock
for such proposed Railways.--Carried.

SEIGNIORY NICOLAS RIOUX.

Mr. FISET moved for an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General,
for the correspondence between the Gov-
ernment and the Censitaires of the
Seigniory Nicolas Rioux, in the
County of Rimouski, in the matter of
the tax which they pay to Seigniors,
instead of Statute days' labour (les
journées de Corvée.) -Carried.

LACINE CANAL CONTRACT.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER moved an
Order of the Flouse for a Return of
copies of all tenders for No. 3 Con-
tract on the Lachine Canal, and all
correspondence connected therewith;
also a copy of the contract entered
into for that work, and the amount of
money paid thereon for that service.-
Carried.

CUSTOMS AT MONTREAL.

lon. Mr. TUPPER moved an Order
of the Flouse for a return of all ex-
penses connected with the collection
of Customs at Montreal during the

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.

Fiscal Years 1873, '74 and '75 re-
spectively; and also a statement of
tho revenue collected at that Port
for the same years respectively.-
Carried.

POST OFFICE MAIL CONTUACT.

Mr. ROULEAU moved for an Ad-
dress to Ris Excellency the Governor
General for copies of all tenders, corres-
pondence and documents of whatso-
ever nature, between the Inspector of
Post Offices for the Quebec Division,
the Post Office Department at Ottawa,
and any persons whomsoever, in
relation to the contract for carrying
the Mail between Scott's Junction in
the County of Beauce, and Parish of
St. Bernard, in the County of Dor-
chester.-Carried.

RAILWAY TRAFFIC RETURNS.

Mr. IRVING moved that an Order
of the House do issue to require the
.Minister of Public Works to lay be-
fore this House returns of the Capital,
Traffic and Working Expenditure of
the Railways of the Dominion, in
accordance with the requirements and
provisions of the Law in that behalf.-
Carried.

GEORGE ROCHESTER's CLAIMS.

Mr. MoDOUGALL (Renfrew) moved
that an Order of the House do issue for
the evidence taken before the Dominion
Arbitrators on the claim of George
Richester against the Government.
Carried.

FISHING RIGHTS IN L'ISLET.

Mr. ROULEAU moved for an ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General for copies of all documents, cor-
respondence and copies of the instruc-
tions given to Clovis Caron, Fishery
Overseer, having connection with the
fishing rights of Eugéne Damas,
Joseph Levesque and Zephirin Duval,
in the Parish of St. Jean Port Joli,
County of L'Islet; and also copies of
the enquéte held by one Grondin, or a
person called Damase Guay, formerly
Fishery Overseer.-Carried.

BURLINGTON BAY FIsHERIES.

Mr. BAIN moved for an Order of
the Flouse for a return of all licenses
issued by the Inspector of Fisheries for
fishing in Bnrlington Bay and the
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Dundas Maish during the years 1872,
'73 '74 '75; the names of the put ties
to whom such licenses were granted;
for what periods; and in what way
the proceeds from said licenses have
been applied; the return to include
all manner of catching, taking or
spearing fish. Also for a copy of all
instructions issued to John W. Kerr,
Inspector of Fisheries, as to the
rights, rules and regulations for tak-
ing fish in said waters during such
period.-Carried.

BOARD OF TRADE.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Macdonald (Toronto)
in the Chair, to fiirther consider the
Bill entitled an Act to amend the Act
37 Victoria, Chapter 51, entitled : "An
Act to authorize-the incorporation of
Boards of Trade in the Dominion," and
reported it with an amendment, which
was read the second time.

DOMINION BANK DEPOSITS.

The motion of Mr. Bowell for an
Order of the House for a statement of
all moneys lying at the ciedit of the
Dominion, in any Bank, or in the
hands of any financial agents, &c ,
being taken up for furiher considera-
tion,

lon. Mr. TUPPER stated that he
intended to take advantage of the pre-
sen t opportunity to make a few re-
marks in this relation. The hon.
inover of the resolution had gone into
the subject at such great length, as to
make it unnecessary for him to do
more than glance at some ofthe state-
ments thathad been made. The point
lie had raised on foimer occasions. in
connection with the practice of the
Government in making deposits in the
banks, was in the first instance that it
was unfair. The admission which they
already made, as to the mode in which
that power Lad been exercised, he
thought would render it unneeessary
to offer any labored arguments to show
the imposibility ofcarrying on ban king
on fair and equal terns, while the
Government followed their present
(ourse in this regard. Though the.
Finance Minister made an exception
10 the statement, which was assuned
to be correct,that the amount of money
entered in the column asked on demand,

represented tho same not bearing
interest, Le thought he was safe in say-
ing that it was not only so regarded by
the hon. members of the House, and
the people of this country, but that it
was substantially correct that banks
would not pay interest for money on
call. In the second place, althoug-h
there might be some exceptions to
-the rule, yet the amount of money held
on demand represented the amount
held as not bearing interest, while the
amount payable after notice on a cer-
tain day, represented the money bear-
ing nterest.

The admission of the Finance Min-
ister, that one Bank in the country had
on the averrge for an entire year, $360,-
000 without interest was sufficient in
his opinion to establish the point he
wished to submit to the H1ouse. lie
drew the attention of the hon. mem-
bers to the faut that the practice of
which le complained had grown UT)
under tLe present Administration, and
was fraught with all the inconvenien-
ces and dangers to which he had direct-
ed notice. le was quite aware that
the Government must necessarily h.ve
allowed very large allowances to accu-
mulate, owing to the fhct that large
payments of interest had to be made
semi-annually, and also the sub-divi-
dends for the diffèrent Provinces ; and
the course he contended the Adminis-
tration should have taken was to use
their own bank in this connection,
their own fiscal agent in tiis country,
the Bank of Montreal. This was
not because he had any partiality
for that institution, or because he
wished to give it any advantage over
any other banking institution, but be-
cause it was regarded as one of the
strongest in the country, and occupied
the poition of being the Government
Biik. Throuigh the Bank of Montreal,
to a very large extent at least, all col-
lections wer e made, and if the dealings
of tlie iMinistry were with their own
banking and fiscal agents in the coun-
try, it i enwored the objection to which
lie had drawn the attention of the
llou-e--the faivoritini t bat could be
practised by the Government. lie had
said that this was unfair. anid when it
was shown by the Finance Minist.er's
admission that one of our banking in-
stitutions, the Bank of Ontario, receiv-

Routine [MAnCa 29, 1876.]



918 Dominion Bank

ed from the Government on the average
no less than $360,000 during the entire
year, without paying interest on it, he
thought that he had established a fact
which required nothing further to sus-
tain the charge made concerning the
favoritism that could be practised, and
the unfairness shown to other banking
institutions which were obliged to
compote with Banks enjoying such
great advantages.

Thon they had complaiued that the
policy of the Government in borrow-
ing a large sum of money in the
English market, at a time when it was
not required by the circumstances of
the country, and spreading it about
over the Dominion in the hands of
tie banks lead to undue inflation. The
lon. Finance Minister himself admitted
that one of the most serious causes of
the commercial depression from which
the country suffered was the undue in-
flation caused by the Banks putting out
so) much money. H1e did not sec any
mode of extending and increasing that
inflation more surely than by Govern-
ment placing in the hands of the
Banks fourteen and a half millions of
public moriey. The Banks naturally
wished to make use of that inonev, and
they placed it in hands whicl, but for
the plethora of cash, they would not
have trusted it with, and the conse-
quence was great injury to the country
by the inflation which it produced. lie
had before stated that this policy was
an unsafe policy, for just in proportion
as the Banks were getting into trouble
or weakening they would bring all the
pressure they could bring to bear to
get further deposits, and the Govern-
ment in granting these deposits exposed
the country to severe losses of public
money The admission of the Finance
Minister that ho could not get his
money when ho wanted it-

lon. Mr. CARTWR[GHT-I made
no such admission.

IIon. Mr. TUPPER said the hon.
gentleman had admitted it in terims
stronger than words, when he told the
Ilouse that ho had put a larger loan on
the market than was thon required,
because he did not want to go back
again for some years, as it was not
only inconvenient but disadvantageous
to go borrowinr frequently in the

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

m yney market. But the hon. gentle-
man went bacc in another year and
borrowed again more money than the
country roquired, because, as ho told
them, if he had called in the money
from the Banks the result would have
been disiastrous to the commerce of the
Dominion. He considered that this
establishod the fact that not only infla-
tion was produced at a most unfortun-

-ate time, but that the practice was an
unsafe practice, for as the member for
Montreal West had said, it was not
only known to the Minister of Finance
but to every business man in the coun-
try, that if the money had been
demanded and the parties were
obliged to pay it back, the result
would have been a financial crisis in the
country, and Bank after Bank would
have been tumbled down, producing
disaster to the country. There was
nothing else to warrant the hon. gen-
tleman in going back to England for a
new loan, but to avoid pressing the
banks for this money. If the Govern-
ment were allowed to thus go to the
markets of the world and sell our de-
bentures to place fifteen millions of
dollars in the hands of the Banks, a
large portion of it without interest, it
would be the most fatal blow at the
principles of responsible Government
that could be conceived, as it placed
the Government in the position of being
enabled to borrow unlimited surns of
money and distributing it among the
Banks on the eve of a general election,
to influence the country. They had
seen Mr. Thompson, President of the
Bank of Ontario, issue a circular to
the cu.4tomers of that Bank, telling
them the value it would be to that in-
stitution if the party in power were
sustained ; and they had seen the Man-
ager of that Bank again issuing a cir-
cular telling the customers the value to
them of sustaining the Govern-
ment, thereby getting the means
by which they could make discounts
easier. Could any evidence of a more
startling character be given of the dis-
astrous effect of the Government hav-
ing the power to mortgage the reven-
ues of the country to obtain money to
distribute among their friends ? It was
unfair to the banks that were not fav-
oured in this way, and ho thought ho
had said enough to show that it was
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an exceedingly corrupt arrangement.
le did not wish to go outside of the
strict record, but the merie fact they
had a great monetary institution of
this country on the ove of a general
election urging upon the customers the
necessity of sustaining the Government
vas evidence that the whole system

was corrupt. When lie showed that
this very bank received $360,000 of
the people's money for a whole year
without interest, takihg out of the pub-
lie purse at least $30,000 per annum, it
was sufficient to prove that the system
was not only unflair, but it was unsafe
and essentially corrupt. These insti-
tutions had power enough, and influ-
ence enough in relation to public af-
lirs without any such extension
-of it, and such unfair means
of putting it into operation. They
had an independence of Parliament
Act, but under this system it was an
absurdity to ke p the law on the
Statute Book. Under this law any
member of this House receiving a
benefit from the Government to the
extent of one dollar, his seat becomes
vacant, and le was obliged to wallk
out. But this was a perfect farce, if a
president of a bank could receive
830.000 a year of public money from
the Governnent by means of their
deposits. le was told that the late
Gjvernent pursued this policy, but
he challenged the accuracy of that
statement. H1e found that the Globe
iewspaper of the 7th of March ven-
tured upon the statement that under
the late Government just before they
vent out of power, they had no less
than $701,000 in the Montreal District
Savings Bank, ' which large sum was
not pa3 ing in the shape of interests a
single dollar." The Government must
of course necessarily accumulate large
balances at certain periods, but ho pro-
posed to show that the course of the late
Govern ment was d iametrical ly opposed
to that of the presenit Government.

The late Government had a bank,
that of Montreal, and their collections
were made through it. The only ex-
ceptions while the late Government
were in power, in which the collections
wore not made through the Bank of
Montreal and its agencies throughout
the Dominion, were in a few cases
where the Morchant's Bank had

agencies and the Montreal Bank had
none. Then he came to another point
which he thought he was safe in Baying
was about the only exception in rela-
tion to the prospects of money. For-
merly when exchange was wanted the
Government bought from the Bank of
Montreal and sold to the Bank of Mon-
treal at carrent rates. Sir Francis
Hincks changed that systen and issued
tenders when he wanted exchange, and
accepted the lowest; in the same way
ho issued tenders-when he wanted to
sol, and accepted the highest with
the understanding that the money,
until it was required, would remain
with the successful tendoirers. The
Government thus obtained a higher rate
than they otherwise would, and no one
banking institution had the least ad-
vantage over another, because tenders
were ivited from ail the banks, and
the one that offered exchange at the
lowest rate had their tender accepted,
and the one that offered to purchase at
the highest rate had their tender accept-
ed. There was another manner in which
the banks obtained small deposits of
Government money. The Government
had passed a law taking the circula-
tion of small notes into their cwn
hands, under the operation of which
law the Government were receiving
$300,000 per annum.

Under that law, of course, it was im-
portant to put the small notes of the
Government in circulation, and any
bank that asked for $40,000 or $50,000
of the $1 and $2 gave a de posit cer-
tificate to pay the money back at any
moment that it was required. With
regard to the statement made by the
Globe in referoence to the City and Dis-
trict Savings Bank, he would state
that institution was far more available
for the redemption of their small
notes. The statement that the Govern-
ment did not receive interest on the
$70 1,000 deposited with that Bank was
an entire misapprehension. Five per
cent. interest was recoived on that
money.

Hon. Mr. CARTWR[GIT-Does the
hon. gentleman mean to say the Gov-
ernment received interest on th at
8701,000 ?

Mr. TUPPER-Yes, Sir, and I have
the authority of Sir Francis Hincks fgr
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making the statement. When the
Globe published the statement he wrote
to that journal showing the fallacy into
which it had fallen.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I would
say there are two sums; one of $400,-
000 which did beaur interest and another
of $701,000 which did not beur interest.

lon. Mr. TU PPER said he was only
giving the statement he had received
fromi Sir Francis Hlincks, and knowing
his general character for accuracy he
thought it would have been sufficient.
He then proceeded to deprecate the
dangerous policy of the Government
in distributing this money in the Banks
of the country without interest.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIG IT desired to
send the hon. gentleman over a paper
from the Finance Department in which
the two sums were stated.

bon. Mr. BLAKE said that paper
s'Io wed that on Octo ber 31st the money
deposited with the Montreal District
Savings Bank w-as $701,000 ; not
at interest, and $400,000 at interest,
making $1,100,000 dep'sited in that
institution. It showed that public
deposits of the country were in thirty-
seven banks in various suins, those on
call amounting to $2,100,000 and those
not on cali to $3,300,000. le said the
louse should understand that when

these enormous amounts were dep'sit-
ed in the City and District Savings
Bauk of Montreal, the lon Finance
Minister, Sir Francis lincks, was a
Director or Prosident of that institution.
He only alluded to this becaue the.
hon. gentleman had deniedi the poisi-
bility -f maintaiuing the independence
of Parliament as long as the Director
of a bank was allowed to be a member
of Parliament, while G rvernment de-
posits were made in that bank.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-J- object to
Government dep-)sits being extendel to
banks at ail ex3ept the Governnent
bank.

l c). Mr. BLAKE said the hon.
gentleai Li deniel a systen which
must have obtamued under the late
(iGvernment ot which 1e was a menm-
be.-, namely that a member of Pailia-
mont m.it n t be a shareholder in a
bank th-it receivel (overnment de-
p sits. The deposits were spread over

lion. Mr. TuTPPm.

37 different institutions, and of course
members of Parliament were likely toý
be shareholders in the larger and more
stable institutions. This was a new
view which never occurred to hini
while he was on the Government side
of the House but one which he had
learned in the abstractionus of opposi-
tion.

Mr. BOWELL thought the hon.
Minister of Justice vrong in the re-
marks which ho had just made with
reference to the Finance Minister of
the late Govornment. if .his recollec-
tion served him right, Sir Francis
Hincks had no connection with that
bank at the time he held office.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-But he was a
member of Parliamont.

Mr. BOWELL said ho spoke under
correction, but ho would say that the
hon. gentleman ' as in error in the
impression which le evidently desirel
the House to forn in reference to the
position held in that bank by Sir
Francis Hincks at the time ho was in
office. The charge was made on a
previous occasion, and he (Sir Francis)
immodiately wrote to the paper which
made the accusation and gave a p >si-
tive and distinct denial.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Surely the hon.
gentleman does not mean to sav that
Sir Francis was not a member of Par-
liament then.

Mr. BOWELL-I do not say any-
thing of the kind ; I preni,ed my
remarks by stating that I was n"t
positive as to the position he held, but
I am quito satisid, from a conversa-
tion I had with him fbur days ago', that
he was not in the position which the
Hon. Minister ot Justice would lead
the House to believe he was when these
deposits were made.

Hon. Mr. BJAK E said he halstated
he was in error on that pint; he for-
got at the moment that Sir Francis
Hincks had retired. The fact re-
mained, however, that he was a mem-
ber of Parliament.

Mr. BOWELL said that may be.
Returning to the question before the
lHouse, he said ho had no objection to
the return boing carried back just as
far as the lon. Minister of Finance or
the Government desired; it would only
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show the correctness of the position he
assumed when he made the motion-
that the system in vogue should be
changed. If the Hon. Finance Minis-
ter desired to do full justice in this mat-
ter, he would state also in the return
that when the late Government found
that they had large surplus deposits in
the banks, for which they had no use,
they came down to the House and
reduced taxation to the extent ofnearly
$3,000,000. 1e wished, however, more
particularly to call attention to the
explanation of the hon. gentleman in
reference to the difference between the
returns made by the banks and pub-
lished in the Oficial Gazette and those
which were laid before the House by
the Finance Minister's officer, Mr.
Langton. The hon. gentleman said
that these inaccuracies were entirely
attributable to the fact that they were
made up to a different date.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-That is
precisely what I did not say.

Mr. BOWELL--That is precisely
what you are reported to have said.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-4 said it
was owing to two things-one that
they were made on the different dates
and another that the entry warrant-
were included in one account and not
in the other.

Mr. BOWELL said ho was reading
from the Ilaânsard. On page 779 the
hon, gentleman was reported to have
said: " In the first place, the discre-
"pancy between the statement of
"bank balances as brouglit clown by

"iMr. Langton in obedience to the de-
"mand of the Public Accounts Con-
"mittee, and those published in the

Offcial Gazette was entirely attri-
butable to the fact that they were

"made up to different dates, and dates
"at which there would be always a
"considerable variation in the bal-

ance."
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked if

the hon. gentleman could not read
the following sentence also : " There

were conveniences attendant upon
"it, but the disadvantage inherent-'in

the system was this : the Govern-
" ment were always obligel to keep,

in addition to the gold re.ser-ve, a
very considerable amount absolutely

65

"at call, and he doubted very much
"whether it would be expedient for a

Government, however it might for
"an individual, to demand interest on

sums so deposited."
Mr. BOWELL said the additional

explanation did not affect, in the least,
the point to which he stated he
desired to call the attention of the
House. Any ordinary intellect could
understand in taking up those accounts
and being told that one was made up
to the end and the other up to the first
of the month how discrepancies might
have occurred for a month. But he point-
ed out that these discrepancies contin-
ued for months in succession, the figures
remaining almost precisely the same as
when they first occurred. In Mr. Lang-
ton's return, $340,000 were given as
being in the bank in Mardh, 1875,
while the bank returns should $547,000.
The same discrepancy only to a larger
extent existed also in the months of
April, May and June. Il it had oc-
curred but once he could easily under-
stand that the explanation given by
the Finance Minister would be the cor-
rect one, but how the discrepancy
could remain for four or five months
in succession he could not understand,
and the Finance Minister had not, and
apparently could not explain. On
looking over the accounts of the money
not bearing interest he found precisely
the same state of affairs.

lIe found, referring te the Gazette re-
turns of July, 1875, the non-bearing
interest deposits were $611,302, whil
Mr. Langton's statenient showed only
$2 J d,230. How was this large differ-
ence.of $337,071 to be explained ? There
was another point to which the hon.
gentleman had referred in his explan-
ations the other evening in reply to the
hon. member for Cumberland. He stated
"that up to June 30th, 1875, instead
" of $600,000 deposited in the Ontario
"Baik without interest there was
" only about halfthat amount." Now,
the only inference to be drawn from
that statement was that lie (Mr. Bowell)
had said that previous to June there
was a sum anounting to $600,000 in
the Ontario Bank not drawing interest.
He (Mr Bowell) h-.d made no such
statement, but had given the figures
precisely as ho found themn in the
Official Gazette, and also in the return
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laid before the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. What he had stated was that
the sum to the credit of the Dominion
in the Ontario Bank in June, 1875,
bearing interest was $669,000, while
the sum on demand was but $389,000,
and he had pointed out this remarkable
fact that in July, the month following,
the interest bearing deposits were re-
duced from $669,000 to $206,000, while
the non-bearing interest-account was
run up to $611,000; and in explan-
ation the hon. gentleman said that
the Ontario Bank had probably
included sums which it had on de-
posit in its foreign branches. If
that were truc, lie (Mr. Bowell) could
not understand why the aggregates
should not agree. If that statement
were correct the Finance Minister in
bringing down his returns should have
shown that the banks held sums in
other parts of the world as well as in
the Dominion, and those who had the
returns in their hands would have un-
derstood how matters were. Unfortu-
nately when these ret.urns were asked
for just as little information was given
as they could possibly furnish. There
was one other point referred to by the
lion. member for Cumberland as to
these deposits having been used by the
banks for commercial purposes. The
Finance Minister the other night ex-
plained that he gave instructions to
the banks not to use this money on
which no interest was demanded; yet
when he issued his circular informing
the banks he would require that money
and they would have to pay it, the
fact of putting that request into force
wt uld have so crippled some of them
as to injure their standing in the
country ; and the result was that in-
stead of the country receiving the be-
nefit of its own money, ho (the Finance
Minister) had to go to England and
borrow, on which the public were now
paying interest. His (Mr Bowell's)
object in bringing this matter before
the House was to show that certain
banks which had rendered political
services to this Government had re-
ceived benefits from the public trea-
sury to aid in giving large dividends
to their stockholders which they
should not receive. That was a dan-
gerous power to place in the hands of
any Finance Minister, and this House

Mr. BOwELL.

should insist on some other course
being adopted to prevent such acts
being perpetrated in the future. The
Government owed it to itsolf and to
the country to adopt some system by
which these returns could be made in
a way that they could be understood,
and to prevent public money being
used to reward political supporters.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said there
was no objection to giving the infor-
mation required, provided it extended
from the 31st December, 1871. The
amount on deposit at that date was
nearly $8,000,000, of which $4,300,000
bore no interest, an amount quite as
large as any on the average that has
been kept since then. As to the rea-
sons why it was necessary to keep a
large amount of money without inter-
est, he had sufficiently explained this
already, and le did not want to go
over it again. Hon. gentlemen who
desired to read his explanations would
find them in two places in the Hansard.
What ho wisbed to point out was that
both Governments-and he did not wish
to be understood as censuring the preced-
ing Administration--h aving enormous
works to carry on, with expenditures
varying from three to twelve millions
in a single month, and having to
prepare for the redemption of a large
amount of legal tender notes, were
obliged to keep heavy deposits in the
banks without interest. As to the
soundness of that position, no gentle-
man who had watched the Government
business of this country was likely to
differ in opinion from himself.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the Govern-
ment having adopted the policy of
issuing Dominion notes, could only
make that available by getting them
into circulation. Any bank could get
forty or fifty thousand dollars of those
notes at any time on the same terms---
to have them ar money on call--but the
Government was not losing interest on
the money because it had then
circulated and obtaiî:ed the advantage
of that circulation.

In the other case, the City and Dis-
trict Savings Bank, as had been already
explained, had been used by the Go-
vernment as a bankirg Qgency in
Montreal because, at all events, they
circulated Government notes; and
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when they had a considerable amount
of money accumulated it was charged
to them at 5 per cent interest.

His hon. friend, he observed, shook
his head, but he had the authority at
all events of Sir Francis Hincks for
stating this; he held the letter of Sir
Francis Hlincks in - his hand dealing
with this matter, and he was sure that
they would be glad to hear it read in
that gentleman's absence.

The hon. gentleman said, that on the
ý31st of October $4,500,000 had been
distributed among the banks; but
turning to the returns what did they
lind ? The hon. gentleman referred to
a ver y large number of banks, but he
had aL ready explained that it was for
the purpose of circulating our small
notes that they got any amount of
moneyon call; and the hon. gentleman
woruld observe that these were sums of
$100,000, with very few exceptions,
precisely the amounts required for one
and two dollar notes. The $701,186
had accumulated in the Montreal City
and District Savings Bank, the Govern-
ment's banking agency for the purpose
of redeeming our small notes-for
which object they had had to establish
an expensive department at Toronto,
making the Government's relation en-
tirely different (a purely business
relation) with any other bank in the
country save the Government bank.
Then they subtracted the amount
deposited in the Bank of Mon-
treal, $1,215,786, and his hon.
friend would see that at St. John,
where there was an assistant Receiver-
General, there was in the hands of the
Government itself $225,261, the same
as if it was in the vaults here ; because
it was in the custody of a Government
officer, who held it for the redemption
of our small notes.

lIon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - The
hon. member is mistaken ; he will
perceive . that this deposit is in the
hands of the Bank of Montreal.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-It was then
the Bank of Montreal agency at St.
John and the same at Halifax. It was
still, however, held for the Govern-
ment. He knew that we had an As-
sistant Receiver-General, at St. John
and Halifax.

65j

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-It was
just a deposit with the Bank of Mont-
real and nothing more.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-In Halifax
there was also an Assistant Receiver-
General.

lIon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT-No, Sir;
I will explain. Those statements
simply show the amounts held at
Montreal, St. John and Halifax by
the Bank of Montreal.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-This was not
so stated there. The statement there
was improperly made. Among the
banks the Bank of Montreal was men-
tioned.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - The
statement which the hon. gentleman
has read fron is one made by his own
Finance Minister.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-All lie could
say was this : he was aware that there
was an Assistant Receiver-General's
Department at Halifax, and he
had known a million of the public
money to be in that gentleman's hands.
A change might have taken place, and
the Bank of Montreal might have been
exclusively used. He would now show
the deductions from the amount there
stated :-Bank of Montreal in Mon-
treal, $1,218,786 ; Bank of Montreal at
St. Johns, N.B., $225,251; Bank of
Montreal, Moncton, N.B., $131,948;
and the Bank of Montreal at Halifax,
$525,905. They had besides in the
British Columbia Bank, $300,000; and
the hon. gentleman, of course, knew
that this was also exceptional. The
Pacific Railway surveys were progress-
ing, and it was necessary for the public
service to have a deposit in this bank
for that purpose, so that out of the
total $4,552,676 not bearing interest,
the House would perceive that 82,897,-
879 was to be taken, leaving $1,654,797
as the total amount held outside the
direct Government agencies to meet
the amount of money distributed
among the banks which had one and
two-dellar notes for the purpose of
putting them in circulation, to which
he had already drawn the attention of
the House; and the exchange sold by
us, it remained with them until it was
required in order to obtain a higher
price for it, so that the hon. gentleman
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would see that the greatest service he
could do them was to extend these
returns and bring them down in
the mode in which he had amended
the resolution, because this would
establish fully and completely
the case-that this distribution of
fifteen millions of money among the
banks of this country, some five
and six millions of it drawing no
interest whatever, was a inew policy,
entered upon by the present Giovern-
ment, for which no authority and no
precedeli t whatever from the former
Government could be discovered. As
Sir Francis Ilincks was not present to
defend himself against the statement
which had been made, he would take
the liberty of reading an extract fron a
letter addressed by Sir Francis him-
self-

"MONTREAL, 27th Nov , 1875.
"MY DEAR DR. TUPPER-
"In accordance with your request that I should

write you on the subject of the Bank Policy of
Sir John A. Macdonald's Government while I
was Minister of Finance, I now beg to state
that we adhered strictly to the principle of
keeping the Governmetit account with the
Bank of Montreal. I madea change in the pre-
vious practice, which had been to purchase our
sterling exchange from that bank, and I put it
up to competition, taking it from the bank
which charged the lowest. The same rule was
followed when we sold exchange, and in that
case, in ord -r to obtain the highest rate, we
invited tenders the money to remain with the
successful competitors at 5 per cent. until re-
quired. The only other way in which banks
obtained deposits was when they circulated
our one and two dollar bills. A bank apply-
ing for, say $100,000 in small notes, would get
them on a deposit receipt at call. I have no
recollection of a case having ever occurred in
which we took money from our own Bankers
to place it elsewhere. The Bank of Montreal
received the revenue at all points, but in a few
cases, at very small towns where the Mer-
chant's Bank had agencies and the Bank of
Montreal none, Collectors were anthorized to
deposit with the Merchant's. I recollect a case
in which Gooderham & Worts in Toronto, dis-
tillers, who paid a very large amount of rev-
enue, asked to be allowed to deposit their
duties in the Bank of Toronto where they kept
their account. I explained the impossibility of
meeting their wishes, as it would either ex-
pose us to the charge of obliging our friends,
or involve the necessity of allowing other dis-
tillers or importers to pay thei. duties at their
own banks. I believe my explanation was
considered satisfactory and the matter drop-
ped. I do not recollect a case of favouritism
and I think it would be safe to assume that no
mach case occured. * • * "l

"(Signed), F. HINCKS."
So much for the policy of the late

Government, stated in distinct terms
by Sir Francis Hincks, and it was as

Hon. Mr. TUKPPER.

wide as the poles are asunder fron the
policy of the present Administration.
He now came to the statement about
the $701,000 which the hon. gentle-
man had stated was deposited in the
City District Savings Bank without
paying inr.erest, and the hon. gentle-
man would find that this also was
another misapprehension. Sir Francis
wrote to the editor of the Globe as
follows :-

" SIR,-In your leading article yesterday
you stated that on the 31st October, 1873, the
Goverriment had $701,000 in the hands of the
Montr al City and District Savings Bank,
which large sum did not pay in the shape of
int rest a single dollar. Permit me to correct
this statem-nt At the date in question the
City and District Savirgs Bank were paying-
f>r $700,000, five per cent. They had a much
smaller amount withont interest. It may be
proper to explain that the Government credits
at the Savings Bank arose solely from the
paym nt of Dominion one and two dollar
notes over the counter. Ihe practice has.
always been !or the (overnment when not
immediately requiring the money, to tranfer
round amounts to the interest-bearing account
and it was the practice which was not, so
far as I am aware, changed by the present
Govurnemunt on their assuming office."

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - The
statement I have just submited, is a
statement made by Mr. Tilley, and
being his official statement, I must
presume that it is correct. Sir Francis
Hincks must have forgotten it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER did not doubt
that the hon. gentleman thought that
the statement was quite correct-

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-It is
that of your own Finance Minister.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-It appeared
from Sir Francis Hincks' letter that
the state of the facts was as follows :-
This was an agency of the Govern-
ment, and all the money belonging to
them was in one and two dollar notes,
paid over the counter, and issued for
the Government ; and whenever any
amount of money accumulated in
round numbers, they placed it to the
charge of the bank at five per cent.
interest. This was the arrangement
then made; and he presumed that it
still existed. le was glad that he
had had the opportunity of turning
up this paper, when this subject was
under consideration, in order that
the facts might be laid clearly before
the House.

Depositî.(COMIMONS.]
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Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that ho believed Sir Francis Hincks
stated, what he believed to be the case;
ho understood this, and he must con-
elude from the ofiltial statement which
the hon. gentleman held in his hands,
that Sir Francis had confounded the
4100,000 with $700,000.

Mr. DOMVILLE remarked that cer-
tain banks did not send returns to Par.
liament; ho believed that a portion of
these institutions were not obliged to
comply with the law on this subject.
He saw that the custom existed
before the present Government acced-
ed to office, and it had continued. Ho
did not think that the Government
should place money in the hands of
banks that did not make returns; if
these were of any value they sbould
certainly be made ; and if they declin-
ed to conform to the laws the Min-
istry should not afford them any facili-
ties.

As regarded the Lower Provinces,
there could be no reason why the
banks there should receive money in
this way as sone of them had the
power of issuing one and two dollar
bills. Ho might say thore was no ex-
cuse for placing money in the hands
of certain banks, on the plea of getting
it into circulation, if they obtained
their charter bofore Confederation.
Secondly, these banks had no rigbt to
the money unless they made certain
returns ; they did not require circula-
tion because they had it already. It
was, at all events, no argument in
favour of their financial position and
policy if they declined to do what
other similar institutions did.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
hon. gentleman was, no doubt, aware
in many cases it was more a matter
of convenience .to the Government than
to them.

The motion was carried.

WEIGHTS AND MEASUREs.

Bill " An Act to amend the Weights
and Measures Act of 1875 " (Mr.
Oliver) was read the second time.

BRITISH MERCHANT SHIPPING.

On motion to resume the adjourned
debate on the proposed motion of Hon.
Mr. Mitchell for a resolution ojn which to

fàund an Address to Her Majesty on
the subject of proposed Legislation by
the Imperial Parliament affecting
British Merchant Shipping and its
operation on Canadian tonnage; the
motion of Mr. McLeod in amendment
thereto, and the motion of Hon. Mr.
Langevin in amendment to the said
amendment,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said ho
hoped his hon. friend would consent to
the withdrawal of this motion. As lie
had pointed out the other evening, in
the hon. gentleman's absence, it was
somewhat inconvenient at present
when the Government were in corres-
pondence with the Imperial Govern-
ment in this matter to have any
positive or strong motion passed in this
House. There was no material difference
between the hon. gentleman's views
and those of the Government, as he
would probably find ; and it would be
much more convenient and conducive
to the public service to withdraw bis
motion.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said after the
hon. gentlemen's statement that there
was no material difference of opinion
between them, he would withdraw his
motion.

The amendments of Mr. McLeod and
Hon. Mr. Langevin were also with-
drawn, and thie order was discharged.

CONCURRENCE.

Hon. Mr. CARTWIIGHT moved
concurrence in the various reports of
the Committee of Supply.

Items No. 1 to 48 were concurred in.
On item 49, Printing, printing

paper and book-binding, $70,000.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked the cause

of the increase of $20,000 ?
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that

it was the printing of the House,
which was not so much under'the con-
trol of the Government as the Printing
Committee. This amount was a more
estimate judging from the expenses of
the previons year and what had al-
ready been incurred ; unless the House
greatly restricted the amount of print-
ing the sum asked for would not be
sufficient.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked if the
amount voted last year was insufficient ?
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Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
,that it was; there was a deficit of
about $15,000.

The item was passed.
With reference to the previous item,

48, Consolidation of the Laws, $8,000.
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL enquired

whether that sum would cover the
whole expense ?

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
in the negative ; this was merely the
commencement.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL asked if any
idea could be given of the to'al cost ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWIRIGHT said it
was impossible at present to form an
opinion; the work would extend over
four or five years.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE concurred in this
statement. This estimate was only a
beginning.

Item 50 was then concurred in.
The House adjourned at Thirty

minutes past Twelve o'clock, a. m.

HOUSE OF COMMßNS.

TIIURSDAY, March 30, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three o'clock.
QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMIsSIONERS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the louse resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole on Saturday next
to consider the following resolution :-

" That as the duties formerly discharged by
the Trinity House of Quebec, whose Warden
was a salaried officer, now devolve on the
Quebec Harbour Commissioners, it is expe-
dient to provide that the said Harbour Com-
missioners may from time to time appropriate
out of the Harbour Revenues a sum not
exceeding two thousand dollars to the pay-
ment of an annual indemnity to the President
of the Board of Harbour Commissioners2

The motion was carried.
GOVERNMENT ORDERS.

The following Bills were read the
second and third time and passed:-

To amend "The Trade Mark and
Design Act of 1868," (from the Sen-
ate).

To extend the provisions of the Act
31 Victoria, chapter 33, respecting the
retiring allowance of Judges, to the
Chief Justice and Justices of the Court

lon. Mr. TUPPER.

of Error and Appeal for the Province
of Ontario.

Respecting the attendanees of wit-
nesses on criminal trjals.

THE INDIAN LAWS.

The Iouse went again into Commit-
tee on the Bill entituled " An Act tp
amend and consolidate the Laws re-
specting Indians," Mr. Laurier in the
Chair.

Sec. 10 was passed without discus-
sion.

Section 11,
< No person, or Indian other than'an Indian

of the Band, shall settle, reside upon, oc.
cupy, or otherwise use any land or road, or
allowance for roads running through any re,
serve belonging to or occupied by such Band;
and all mortgages or hypothecs given or con-
sented to by any Indian, and all leases, cons
tracts and agreements made or purporting to
be made by any Indian, whereby persons or
Indians other than Indians of the Band are
permitted to reside upon such reserve, shall
be absolutely void,"
being taken up,

Mr. PATERSON stated that it con-
tained one of the four .or five princi-
ples of the Bill which requirod particu-
lar consideration. This section abso-
lutely prohibited any one not being an
Indian settling or residing on these
reserves.

le considered it very desirable in
the interest of Indians that power
should be given them under certain
circumstances to lease their lands for
cultivation to whites ; despite the pres-
ent prohibitions, contracts have been
made, and whites who were not re-
putableslived on the reserves. It
must especially be in the interest of
Indian widows to allow them the power
ho had mentioned.

Mr. FLEMING remarked that it
was stated in the report of the Minister
of the Interior that many of the Mo-
hawks leased farms to whites who
lived on the reserve. The children of
the two races, moreover, went to school
together; this band numbered 804
persons. The statement of the Local
Superintendent of the Six Nation In-
dians showed that it was necessary to
permit Indian widows to lease their
lands to white people; such a proviso
should be introduced, the consent of'
the Superintendent to this proceeding
being made requisite.
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Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - That
would never do. To allow the Indians
to lease their lands to white people
would be practically to dispossess
them of the principal part of their re-
serves. It has always been found ex-
tremely inexpedient to permit whites to
enter the reserves, and it would be
much better to let them keep their
lands for themselves, until relieved by
the process of enfranchisement.

Mr. FLTEMING considered that it
would be hardly possible to carry ont
this Bill in connection with tlhe small
bands who lived throughout the Do-
minion. Some numbered only one or
two hundred persons, and a widow
might be unable to find an Indian who
would work her land.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
certain exceptions from this rule were
allowed in the following sections.

Mr. FLEMING, neverthelessthought
that such a proviso as that to which re-
ference had been male, should be here
introduced.

Mr. BOWELL asked whether this
was an amendment of the old law ?

lon. Mr. MACIENZIE explained
that it was the 17th section of the old
law, with one or two verbal alterations.

Mr. BOWELL observed that the
Mohawk Indians had leased their
lands to whites for a great many years,
but never he believed without the con-
sent of the Department. He doubted
very much that it would be to their
benefit if they could lease their pro-
perties to whom they miglt think
proper.

Mr. PATERSON stated that the
first part of the 12th clause did not
cover the ground he desired ; it per-
mitted whites to settle on land
not belonging to any particular
Indian, while the 11th section
absolutely prohibited any Indian man
or woman under any circumstances
leasing their land to other parties,
when the contrary course should be
permissible in certain instances, pre-
venting disreputable whites entering
the iReserves and enabling the Indians
to benefit from the examples which
could be thus afforded them. He
wished to secure an improvement on
the old law.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE could not
sec that such a change would be an
improvement. The Reserves shoulde
be preserved exclusively for the In-
dians. If they possessed more land
than they desired, to agree to its sale
or being leased was an entirely differ-
ent matter, and should be left wholly
within the control of the Indian De-
phrtment. The bands should not be
empowered to sanction leases, as they
might be exposed to highly improper
influences, judging from experience,
enabhng worthless whites to settle in
the heart of the Reserves and demora-
lize the Indians. Lately a high and
estimable functionary in the North-
West, in one of the most remote dis-
tricts in the Dominion, had written
to him a letter wbich contained a
pungent comment regarding the influ-
ence of whites among Indians. This
gentleman had no doubt that if whites
were kept away from these Indians for
a few more years they would be civi-
lised.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the ob-
ject of this Bill was to protect the
Indians anR prevent their lands being
tampered with by white men. If white
men were allowed to settle on the Re-
serves, the Indians--who, as a rule, did
not like to cultivate land-would lease
their lots for a trifle. He did not think
it would be for the benefit of the
Indians at all to admit white men
among them.

Hon. Mr. MITCIIELL asked what
effect this legislation would have upon
white men who held lands by lease
from the Indians on reserve in New
Brunswick ? Some of them were occu-
pants of their lots for thirty years, and
many held them with the sanction of
the Departmcnt. He suggested this
Act should not have a retro-active
effect.

lIon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That has
been the law since 1868.

Hon. Mr. MILTCHELL said it would
be well to meet cases where white men
had been settled on those lands for a
number of years, had put up buildings
and made improvements, and who
held their leases from the Indians
either with the approval of the depart-
ment, or at least without their disap-
proval. By this section they could be
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turned out of their homes at any mo-
ment.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman surely would not propose to
legislate specially for parties who had
acted in defiance of the law.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said they
had not acted in defiance of the
law, but in New Brunswick, prior
to Confederation, a very loose sys-
tem had prevaiied in the manage-
ment of Indian lands. What he wanted
was to protect those who had leased
lands from the Indians prior to 1868,
in their occupancy.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the Dopart-
ment held that any bargain with the
Indians irrespoctive of thé Department
was not valid. Still, where an ar-
rangement might have been made
prior to Confederation, it was respected
until its term expired. As there had
been no reason to complain since 1868,
there would be no ground for a
grievance hereafter. The clause vas
a transcript of the provision in the Act
of 1868.

Mr. PATERSON contended that an
Indian should be empowered to enter
into a covenant with a white or other

person, subject to the sanction of the
Superintendent General. There could
be no exception taken to that. Under
the clause as it stood, an Indian woman
who possessed a piece of land which
she could not cultivate, would not be
allowed to lease it, even with the
sanction of the Superintendent General.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said ho was willing
to go this far: whore an Indian woman
was unable to manage her farm for
her support she might, with the sanc-
tion of the Superintendent General,
lease her land. le would not go far-
ther than that.

Mr. PATERSON said he saw no
reason why the hon. gentleman should
seek to limit his own power. It should
be restricted to no one class, because it
was a provision which would have a
beneficial effect. The meaning of this
Bill was that the time had come when
the system of tutelage should be broken
in upon in the interests of the Indians
themselves and of the community
generally. This legislation should be
in advance of the Act of 1868.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
undoubtedly the 12th Clause gave the
Su erintendent General power to give
and revoke a licence, but if the hon.
gentleman opposite thought it of any
consequence the words " without the
authority of the Superintent General"
might be inserted. He entirely dis-
sented from the views of the hon.
gentleman in thinking it was advisable
to have Whites settle among Indians,
and the policy of the Government
would bo to prevent that as far as
possible. With regard to the widows
there would be no difficulty in their
obtaining white labour in the usual way.

lIon. Mr. LANGEVIN regretted
that the hon. gentleman had made this
concession, as ho preferred the Clause
as it originally stood.

Mr. SMITII (Selkirk) was also
opposed to the amendment.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he also
preferred the Clause without the
amendment. It might do well to pass
the Clause without the interpolation,
and before the measure reached its
next stage they would consider
whether it was advisable to yield to
the suggestion of the hon. member
for Brant.

The Clause was then adopted with-
out amendment.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN, with refer-
rence to Section 26th which provides
for the release or surrender of Reserves,
held that the majority of the band
should be required to be prosent when
this was in consideration.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE remarked
that an officer of the Government would
be present on such occasions, prevent-
ing any chance of a mistake.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD was of opinion
that the section gave more protection
than when simply the presence of the
majority of the Chiefs was required.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN - At all
events the majority of the band should
be present.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It will
never be done without the assistance of
the majority.

Mr. SCHULTZ entirely agreed with
his.hon. friend from Charlevoix in this
relation. It was perfectly well known
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that some of the recent difficulties with
Indians in the States has arisn from.
the fact that such assent was not
obtained.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-The provision
confers quite sufficient protection; an
officer of the Government will be in at-
tendance, and if any serions complaint
is made attention can be given to it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That is
substantially provided for in another
part of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-In what
part ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-In the
Clst section.

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN-I cannot
prevent the clause from passing but I
say once more that the protection is
not sufficient. When I was at the
head of the Department, complaints
were preferred against our officers.
They were very jealous-and properly
so-of their rights.

lon. Mr. MACKENIZE-Is the
hon. gentleman satisfied with a ma-
jority ?

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-The major-
ity of the band should be present.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That is
is required in the 61st Section.

The section was passed.
Sections 27 and 58, inclusive, were

passed without discussion.
Mr. PATERSON complained that

accrued interest on lots sold for the
Indians had been added to the captial
account, and that they received only
interest thereon, instead of having the
arrears of interest distributed among
them. He suggested that the 60th Sec-
tion should e amemded by adding a
provision that where accrued interest
moneys from the sale of lands are paid
in by the purchasers, that said interest
money shall be paid out as soon as it is
received by the Department. Such a
provision should have a retroactive ef-
fect.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said what-
ever the Government might feel dis-
posed to do in the future it would be
quite out of the question to give such
a provision a retroactive effect, because,
in some instances, the indians would
lose their money in a day or two. At

present it was invested for their bene-
f and they received tho interest on it

every year. In some instances this'
accrued interest amounted to nearly
half the capital sum standing to the
credit of the Indians.

Mr. PATERSON said many of the
Indians had been kept in a state of exist-
ence by the credit which the merchants
had extended to them. He could not un-
derstand why men in such a condition
should not be allowed to use their own
money when they were unanimous in
asking for it. It was desirable that
this clause should be so amended that
the Government could have no hesit-
ancy, in the future at any rate, in
giving the Indians the full benefit of
their interest money.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
could not agree to make such an
amendment in the Bill as the hon.
gentleman desired, rendering it impera-
tive, under all circumstances, to pay
out the accrued interest. It would be
the desire and the duty of the Govern-
ment to distribute ordinary accrued
interest, but there were cases he was
aware of in which very large sums
were involved that the Government
would not be willing to have it obliga-
tory on them to divide it among the
Indians.

Mr. PATE RSON said the amount
of aecrued interest witheld from the
Six Nations Indians in the last twenty
years was $108,492. He could sec no
equity in a system which did not allow
the Indians the use of their money as
it fell due.

Hon Mr. LANGEVIN said this was
a difficult question to decide, and one
that would require the earnest con-
sideration of the Government, and he
had no doubt that if representations
were made by the Indians to the
Government at the proper time,
the matter would be considered and
that money might be given to the
Indians if they wanted it.

Mr. PATERSON said the Indians
were merely asking for ioney that
belonged to them. All the money and
property they enjoyed was their own,
and it would be an injustice not to
make this concession. •

Mr. MILLS did not agree with his
hon. friend from Brant. An Indian
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had no individual right that was not
the interest of the band. The duty of
the Government was to judge as to
what was best in the interest of the
band. It was their duty to judge as
to whether it was in the interest of
the baid that this mnney should be
distributed amongst them or whether
it should be made a part of the fund.
He was of opinion that it was unques-
tioanbly best to make this money a
part of the fund. If the argument of
the hon. gentleman were correct,
and the Indians had a right to
say that the accrued interest should
be paid over to them, they also had a
right to say whether the principal
from which the interest accrued
should be simi larly paid over. The Gov-
ernment must exorcise their own judg-
ment in governing bodies of Indians.

Mr. PATERSON held that the
hon. gentleman's reasoning in this par-
ticular was entirely fallacious. It was
an unjust reflection on the Indians,
whose cause he was advocating, to say
that they were incapable of judging
for themselves and required the
Government to do so for them. lie
had no doubt that the Government
thought they were acting in the inter-
est of the Indians; and ho would give
them credit for that, but at the same
time ho would tell them that they were
making a great mistake.

Mr. MILLS said the hon. member for
Smuth Brant had contended that bis (Mr.
Mills') observations did not apply to
Indians in the neighbourhood of Brant-
ford, so far as they related to the
unfitness of these people for enfran-
chisement. The argument had no
force at ail, except so far as it went in
favour of taking their property out of
the hands of the Government.

Mr. PATERSON said ho was in
favour of this just so soon as the In-
dians were fitted for the application of
that system.

Mr. MILLS said whenever that
change took place the trusteeship of
the Government was at an end; but
this was altogether a different matter
from that to which the contention of
the hon. gentleman referred-that is
to say, that the accrued interest should
be divided up amongst the Indians. In
reply to the charge that ho had argued

Mr. MILL S.

in favour of reserving this property for
posterity, ie had to say that he had
made no reference to the matter at all.
So long as the Indians maintained their
distinction as a band, the Government
must deal with them-deal with them,
too, as they thought best ; and in this
case it was a question for the Govern-
ment to decide whether it was in the
interest of the band to pay over at once
this accrued interest, or simply pay
them the interest arising upon it as an
investment. There were, say, $500
of principal ihvested on behalf of each
member of the tribe, and $300 of ae-
crued interest--$800 in all. There
was no principle of justice, he
contended, which required that the
$300 should now be divided up which
did not also apply to the $500 with
equal force. Besides, the Indians
who were now dead could not be
recalled in order that they might
have thoir legitimate share of the
money. He repeated, however, that
there was no obligation upon the
Government to adopt any particular
line of policy. The law was that they
should do what was best in the interest
of the Indians, and he believed they
were doing what was best now.

Mr. PATERSON, in order to put
the case to the hon. gentleman as
strongly as possible, desired to be
supposed for the moment as a minor,
and the hon. gentleman his guardian.
Suppose there were a sum of money
invested by the guardian on the mnor's
behalf, and that it yielded $300 pc'r
annum. Would it be fair, would it be
just that the guardian should pay the
ward but $100 per year, and content
himself with paying him the interest
on the odd $200 next year and thence-
forth. The compact must 15e carried out
in good faith.

Mr. MILLS said ·there was no such
compact with regard to the Indians.
The Government were required to do
what they considered best.

Mr. FLEMMING said it was well
known that the Six Nation Indians
obtained a large tract of land
from the Government for services
rendered during the war. Efforts were
made at various times to induce them
to surrender a portion of that large
tract, which they refused to do until
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representations were made to them that
it would be to their advantage to do so.
It would be recollected that a number
of individuals who made purchases of
this land neglected to pay for it.
It was merely from the accident,
that the money was not forthcoming
at the proper time, that this money
was now brought into the question at
all. If the lands purchased had been
paid for promptly there would have
been no accrued interest.

The clause was then agreed to.
On clause 59,
Mr. WHITE (Hastings) enquired

whether the Government appointed
solicitors to act on behalf of the In-
dians in cases where tenants failed to
pay rents, or other instances involving
disputes on subjects likely to affect their
interests prejudicially ?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the agents of
the Department generally looked into
taese matters.

Mr». WHITE said he had put the
question because one of the chiefs who
was here the otber day complained of
his band having lost several hundred
dollars of rent on account of the Gov-
ernment having refused to allow them
to employ a lawyer, appointing an
agent on their behalf, and this agent
failing to collect.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said no case of this
kind had ever been brought under his
notice, but he would institute enquiries.
- The clause was then agreed to.

Clauses 60 to 65, inclusive, were
passed without discussion.

On section 66, providing that no
mortgage be taken from an Indian,

Mr. PATERSON suggested that
this section should be struck out. It
would prevent any one fromselling to
Indians on credit, and there were times
when they required implements, cattle,
&c., for which they were not able to
pay cash, but on which they would be
glad to give a chattol mortgage.

Mr. SCHULTZ entirely agreed with
the hon. membei for Brant. Persons
furnishing stock or implements to
Indians on credit should be allowed to
take a chattel mortgage on the articles
sold.

Mr. *PATERSON could not see
what possible injury this would do the

Indian. On the contrary, he would
have the benefit of the article for the
time it was in his possession, and the
merchant would have security which
would not extend beyond the goods
sold.

It being six o'clock, the Committee
rose and reported progress, and the
flouse rose for recess.

AFTER RECESS.

The House resumed consideration of
the Bill to amend and consolidate the
laws respecting Indians.

Mr. FLEMING° said this clause was
unfair to the Indians, and the system of
tutelage in which they were kept de-
prived them of the spirit of self-reliance
and independence. An Indian might
go to a manufacturer of agricultural
implements to purchase a plough but
could not get it on credit. He would
be obliged to wait until his neighbour
was done ploughing, which being past
the proper season, the result would be
failure. The suggestion to allow chat-
tel mortgages to be taken on articles
purchased in that way was only fair
and right.

lon. Mr. LAIRD said the Indians
could purchase all the implements
they needed with their'annuity noney.
In 1869 a clause similar to this was in-
advertently repealed. The Indian
Agents considered it was highly noces-
sary, and that was why he proposed
to re-enact it now. Unfortunately the
Indians seemed to get too much credit
already, and if the suggestion of the
hon. member for Brant were adopted
it would only increase the danger.

Mr. PATERSON said it was al'
nonsense to suppose that the annuity
money was sufficient to purchase im-
plements. This clause would inflict
serious injury on the Indians. Instead
of this Bill being in advance in this re-
spect of previous legislation, it was
retrogressive. He could not change
it, of course, but he protested against
this clause.

Mr. FLEMING said many of the
early white settlers of Canada would
have been in a very unfortunate posi-
tion if they had not been furnished
implements and stock on credit, and
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he thought it was unfair to leave the
Indians in a worse condition.

The clause was passed.
Clauses 67 and 68 were passed with-

out discussion.
Clause 69-
" No presents given to Indians or non-treaty

Indians, nor any property purchased or
acquired with or by means of any annuities
granted to Indians or any part thereof or
otherwise howsoever, and in the possession of
any Band of such Indians or of any Indian of
any Band or irregular Band, shall be liable to
be taken, seized or distrained for any debt,
matter or cause whatsoever. Nor shall the
same be sold, bartered, exchanged or given by
any Band or irregular Band of Indians or any
Indian of any such Band to any person or
Indian other than an Indian of such Band,
and any such sale, barter, exchange or gift
shall be absolutely null and void, unless such
sale, barter, exchange or gift be made with
the written assent ot the Superintendent-
General or hýs agent; and whosoever buys or
otherwise acquires any presents or property
purchased as aforesaid, without the written
consent of the agent as aforesaid is guilty of a
misdemeanor, and is punishable by fine not
exceeding two hzundred dollars, or by imprison-
ment not exceeding six months, in any place
of confinement other than a Penitentiary,"

being taken up,
Mr. PATERSON declared that it

was all wrong, for how was any one
under suci circumstances to know
that annuity money had been used.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD replied that this
provision had been found to be abso-
lutely necessary in the North-West
and in other districts. It was never
enforced save in connection with grow-
ing abuses.

Mr. FLEYIi[NG stated that the por-
tion which followed line 45, commenc
ing-" Nor shall the saine be sold or"
was new, and at the same time objec-
tionable. This was not contained in
the Act of 1868.

Hon. Mr. LAIIRD-It is taken from
the Act of 1874.

Mr. FLEMING thought that
while it might apply to Indians in
the North-West, it should not have
relation to those in Ontario who
were semi-civilized. The Six Nation
Indians chiefly obtained their subsis-
tence by raising cattle, sheep and hogs,
and how were they to sell them with
this provision on the Statute Book ?
How were whites to know that cer-
tain articles had been purchased with

Mr. FLEMING.

annuity money ? The result would be
that the Indians would be unable to
dispose of what they had for sale. It
was preposterous to suppose that an
annuity of $14 a year could keep a
family.

Mr. PLTMB stated that it was diffi.
cult to separate these cases; neverthe-
less, this clause left the door open for
constant litigations and troubles. If it
was intended to be enforced it must
apply to the Indians in these Provinces
as well as to those living in the Far
West, though it seemed to be devised
in favour of the Indians on the frontier.
It would be very pernicious if carried
strictly into effect.

Mr. BORRON agreed with the views
of the bon. members from North and
South Brant. A great injustice might
be inflicted on whites o wing to the ex-
istence of this clause, as some Indians
were as white as any of the hon. mem-
bers of the House, and the articles
bought with their annuities, or re-
ceived as presents, not being branded
in any way, parties might unknowing-
ly buy them and thus be exposed to
penalties.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN remarked
that there was a great deal of force in
what the hon. member for Brant had
stated. In 1868 the first portion of
the clause was inserted in the Act, and
the latter portion in the Act of 1874.
The former agreed to a tolerable extent
with a portion of the law of 1866. The
latter seemed to be in the way of In-
dians who had property to sell. He
thought that the better course would
be to let the clause stand over until
these objections could be considered.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sup-
posed a case in connection with which
a difficulty might arise: a squaw might
buy a hen which might lay half a
dozen of eggs ; she might take these to
market, and if any one bought them
without a certificate in writing from the
Superintendent he ran the risk of
being sent to goal for six months.
This was rather a hard law.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) related an
instance in which a difficulty had im-
properly arisen owing to the existence
of this provision. Unless the4 encou-
raged Indians in being honest, he)
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added, they would not be honest; and
unless they encouraged them to work
for their own support, they would not
do so. The clause ought to be changed,
as it was detrimental to the interests
of the Indians.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-I
think that the last part of the clause
ought to be struck out.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-It formed a por-
tion of the act of 1874, which was care-
fully drawn. It had been in force for
two years and it had not done any
injury as yet.

Mr. MASSON said if they consider-
ed Indians as children they must ad-
mit that there were big and little child-
ren, and could not treat them all alike.
The law which would apply to the Crees
and Souixs of Manitoba ought not to
be made applicable to the civilized and
educated indians.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said an intelligent
Indian would not try to evade the law,
and ho believed that Indians were
generally quite as intelligent as other
people.

Mi. MASSON said it was not a
question of honesty, it was a question
of education.

Mr. BOWELL was somewhat sur-
prised to hear the hon. gentleman give
the reason, that because some of the
Indians were educated they would not
take advantage of that clause of the
law. Unfortunately there were many
white men who were highly educated,
who would cheat their neighbours when
they could. He was of opinion that
some distinction should be made be-
tween the Indians in the North-West
and the civilized Indians of Ontario.

Mr. PATERSON moved that the
clause be amended by striking out ail
the words after "whatoever" in the
44th line.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said that wo.uld
reiove the sate-guard it was consider-
ed necessary to put on the Bill in 1874.
Atter two year< experience they had
lot heaid of one complaint of the

working of the clause.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-We
have just heard the complaint which
las been made by the houh. member for

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE suggested
that the clause should be passed pro
forma, and promised that they would
take the matter into consideration.
They would, perhaps, make it applic-
able only in certain cases.

The clause was carried.
On clause 70,
Mr. SCHULTZ said this clause

would prove a great hardship to some
of the more intelligent Indians, who
did not wish to be considered as In-
dians and who did not take the treaty
money.

lion. Mir IMACKENZIE said they
would consider this matter before the
Bill was passed.

Mr. FLEMING did not see why an
Indian had not as good a right to emi-
grate to Manitoba and get a homestead
as a white man.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
clause was evidently intended to apply
to the North-West alone. It could be
so amended as to express the object
intended.

Mr. SCHULTZ said it seemed to be
held bv the Government that because
they gave the Indians an annuity of
$5 per head the latter were to be de-
prived of every right and privilege
which a white man holds dear. He
did not see why the Indians of the
North-West, when they became as in-
telligent as those in Brant, should not
have the right to get homesteads for
themselves.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said the Indians
must either be treated as minors or as
white men. If they should be found
intelligent enough to exercise the
rights of white men they could become
enfranchised.

The clause vas passed.
On clause 71, which provides that

Indians undergoing punishment by
imprisonment shall not receive their
shar-e of annuity,

Mr. PATE RSON said he could sec
no reason why an Indian who is subject
to the same laws as white men should
be punished with greater severity for
infractions of the law. A white man
when convicted and imprisoned for the
perpetration of a crime does not forfeit
his income; but the Indian for a simi-
lar oflence, not only undergoes the
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same punishment, but loses his income
while hiis term of imprisonment lasts.
He considered this unjust. He also
complained that the Indians of Brant
were not only exempted from munici-
pal burdens, but they did not pay their
share of criminal prosecution. Now,
he contended this should be remedied
by making the Indians pay the legal
costs incurred in the prosecution of
any of their number or in carrying
out any sentence which might result
therefrom.

Mr. FLMEING hearti!y indorsed
this suggestion.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said this
would be punishing all the innocent
members of the band for the offences
of the guilty. While it was true they
contributed nothing towards the ex-
penses of administrating justice, it must
be remembered there was very little
crime among them. There were some
400 Indians on a reservation in his
own county, and they were almost a
model to the whites.

The cla-se was passed.
Clauses 72 and 73 were passed with-

out discussion.
Clause 74, with the heading "Evi-

dence of Heathen Indians" being taken
up,

Mr. BOWELL remarked that the
Indians objected to the term "Heathen
Indians."

A change to "Non-Christian In-
dians" was made, and the clause was
passed.

Clauses 75, 76, 77 and 78 passed
without discussion.

With reference to clause 79, which
provided that

i Whoever sells, exchanges with, bar-
ters, supplies or gives to any Indian
or non treaty Indian in Canada, any kind
of intoxicant, or causes or procures the
same to bc done, or connives or attempts
thereat, or opens or keeps, or causes to
be opened or kept, on any reserve or sp3cial
reserve, a tavern, houcs or building where any
intoxicant is sold, bartered, exchanged or
given, or is found in posse-sion of any
intoxicant in the house,tent, wigwam or place
of abode of any Indian, or non-treaty Indian,
shal ',on conviction thereof before a y Justice
of the Peace upon the evidence of one credible
witness other than the informer or prosecutor,
be liable to imprisonment for a period not
less than two months or exceeding two years,
with or without ha d labour, and be fined not
less than fifty or more than five hundred

Mr. PATERSON.

dollars, with costs of prosecution, one moiety
of the fine to go to the informer or prosecutor,
and the other moity tol Her Majesty to form
part ol the fund for the benefit of that body
of Indians, or non-treaty Indians, with
respect to one or more members of which the
offence was committed ; and the commander
or person in charge of any steamer or other
vessel, or boat, from or on board of which
any intoxicant has been sold, bartered,
exchanged, or supplied or given to any
Indian, or non-treaty Indi in, shall be liable,
on conviction thereof before any Justice of
the Peace upon the evidence of one credible
witness other than the informer or prosecutor,
to be fined not less than fifty or exceeding
five hundred dollars for each such offence,
with costs of such prosecution, the moities of
the fine to be applicable as hereinbefore
mentioned ; and in default of immediate
paym nt of such fine and costs any person so
fined may be committed to any common gaol,
house of correction, lock-up or other places
of confinement by the Justice of the Peace
before whom the conviction has taken place,
for a period of not less than two or more than
twelve months, with or without hard labour,
or until such fine and costs are paid ; and in
all cases arising under this section, Indians or
non-treaty Indians, shall be competent
witnesses ; but no penalty shall be incurred
in case of sickness where the intoxicant is
made use of under the sanction of a medical
man or under the direction of a minister of
religion."

Mr. BOWELL suggested that the
word " may " in the 34th line having
relation to imprisonment should be
altered to " shall."

The change was agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD call-

ed attention to the extraordinary
powers given in this clause to a single
magistrate who could sentence to two
years' detention in the penitentiary ;
this did not apply to stipendiary
magistrates, and the power was
certainly too great.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE---In the Act
of 1874, the magistrates contemplated
wore stipendiary magistrates, who
have the power, rank and standing of
County Court Judges.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD----But
the clause does not mention stipendiary
magistrates, and it applies to all parts
of the Dominion, to the County of
Brant as well as to Manitoba.

Mr. BORRON agreed with the right
hon. nmember for Kingston that this
provision was not sufficiently guarded.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied
that in certain circumstances the
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power of magistrates could not be too
great. American traders who had
brought whiskey into the North-
West Territories had recently been
punished as extremely as the law
permitted, and the entirely salutory
effects of this step had ever since been
felt in that region. Some amendment
might be made ; but that extensive
power should be given to these magis-
trates w'as, he thought, beyond a doubt.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ob-
served that it applied to Lambton as
well as to Manitoba. He quite agreed
with the Premier that no punishment
could be too excessive for the descrip-
tion of persons to whom the hon. gen-
tleman had alluded, for whom hanging,
indeed, would not be too severe a pun-
isbment.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE, with reference to
the Province of British Columbia, re-
marked that the hon. member for West-
minster bad pointed out, some months
ago, a want of stringency as existing
there in this relation, as persons con-
victed of this offence could not be sen-
tenced to hard labour. It was un-
doubtedly necessary that the ordinary
unpaid magistracy should have moi e
extensive powers even than stipendiary
magistrates in these remoter districts.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD-There
are stipendiary magistrates in British
Columbia.

lIon. Mr. BLAKE-True ; but the
area is very extensve, and recourse
must often be had to other magistrates.

The clause was allowed to stand.
Clause 80 was passed without discus-

sion.
Clause 81-
"When itis proved before any Judge, Stipen-

diary Magistrate or Justice of the Peace ti at
any vessel, boat, canoe or conveyance of any
description upon the sea or sea coast, or upon
auy river, lake or stream in Canada, is
employed in carrying any intoxicant, to be
supplied to any Indian, or non-tiea y Indian,
such vessel, boat, canoe or conveyance so
employed may be seized and declared forfeited,
as in the next preceding section, and sold,
and the proceeds thereof paid to Her Majesty
for the purposes hereinbefore mentioned,"

being taken up,
Mr. BORRON suggested that the

words, " with the knowledge of the
owner and master of the vessel,"
should be inserted.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It cannot
be done without the knowledge of the
master, of course.

The clarse was passed.
Clauses 82 and 83 were passed with-

ont discussion.
Clause 84-
" No appeal shall lie from any conviction

under the five next preceding sections of this
Act, except to a Judge of any Superior Court
of law, Couuty or Circuit or District Court,
or to the Chairman or Judge of the Court of
the Sessions of the Peace, having jurisdiction
where the conviction was had, and such appeal
shall be heard, tried and adjudicated upon
by such Judge without the intervention of the
jury; and no such appeal shall be brought
after the expiration of thirty days from the
conviction,"
being taken up,

Mr. BORRON stated that when such
severe penalities were in question,
an appeal to a jury should be allowed.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-When an
appeal is taken before a Judge, the ap-
pellant is quite safe.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Such
an appeal is contemplated in connec-
tion with an error regarding points of
law, and not with respect to evidence,
no matter how improper or insufficient
it may be.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The prac-
tice has shown that it is a matter of
extreme difficulty to obtain a convic-
tion.

Tne clause having passed; the Com-
mitee rose, reported, and asked leave
to sit again.

DUTIES ON PETROLEUM.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
the House into Committee of Supply.

Mr. COLBY then rose to propose an
amendment, of which he had given
notice some weeks ago, in reference to
the duties on petroleurn. He made this
motion believing it to be his duty in
the public interest. He had given
ample time for the consideration of the
subject in order that no one might be
taken by surprise, and that certain
interests might have an opportunity of
being represented in the House and
presenting any reasons from their
stand point why this resolution should
not be favourably entertained. it was
well known for every member of the
House was practically a consumer of
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petroleum, that the duties which had
been paid on this article for many
years were now exceptional in their
character and a grievance to the con-
sumers of the country. At the time
the present specific Customs duty
of 15 cents per gallon was imposed,
refined petroleuni was worth in
the market 40 cents a gallon. At
that time there was also an excise
duty of five cents per gallon, so
there was a protection to the infant
manufacture of that day of ten cents
per gallon, which would be twenty-five
per cent. on the product. The duty at
the time it was arranged was not at all
disproportionate to the general policy
of the then Administration; but it had,
by accident it migbt be said, or by the
great decline in petroleum, become at
the present time exceedingly dispro-
portionate to all other duties which pre-
vailed in the country. On examining
the Blue Books he found the quantity of
petroleuin refined in Canada last
year was 5,135,395 gallons. That was
subject to an excise duty of five cents per
gallon. The quantity imported from
the United States upon which custom
duty was paid was 69 1,960 gallons.
A large unknown quantity was
brought into Canada which paid no
custom's duty, owing to our extended
frontier. That was an amount it was
impossible by any statisties to ascer-
tain; but any gentleman resident upon
the frontier knew that the quantity
which appeared by the public returns
to be imported from the United States,
was very small as compared with
that actually brought into the
country. For the purpose of the
present discussion they might as-
sume that the quantity which was
smuggled into the country was twice
the quantity upon which duty was
paid. Upon that assumption, then,
the total amount of petroleum con-
sumed in the country would be some-
what over seven million gallons.
The present revenue from excise was
$268,552, and that from custoins $103,-
665, making a total of»$37:,217. lis
proposition was to reduce the Custom's
duty fioni 15 cents per gallon to 7½
cents; and he believed that to any
gentleman who carefully considered
the data he had submitted it would be
apparent that this reduction of duty,

Mr. COLBY.

instead of being attended with a loss
of revenue, would result in an increase,
because the House would remember
that the amount imported, and which
paid 15 ets. per gal., was insignificant
as compared with the amount produced
at home which only paid an excise
duty of 5 cents. To illustrate this
point, supposing the change of duty
from 15 to 7j cents did not affect the
ratio of production and consumption in
Canala as compared with the importa-
tion into this country, they would
get from the five millions which was
produced and consumed in Canada
$268,000.52, the same sum as at pre-
sent. It must be evident that a
very high duty was productive of
smuggling, and that a low duty would
nearly annihilate a contraband trade;
therefore, it might be fairly aqsumed
that double the amount from the
United States would pay duty. If we
receive from the United States twice
the quantity now entered at the Cus-
tom House we would get precisely the
same revenue as that we now obtained.
le, however, thought that the reduc-
tion of the duty would result in a larger
importation from the United States,
and the revenue would be increased.
For every gallon so imported, and
which would displace an equal quan-
tity, we would derive a revenue of 7±
cents instead of 5. le thought it was
clear that this reduction would not
lesson the amount derived by the Trea-
sui y from the duties upon this article.
At the same time it would give to the
refiner a higher degree of protection
than any other industry the country
enjoys. The amount of protection
would be the excess of the Customs
over the Excise duties, and would
be over 2ý cents per gallon. Oil
to-day at Cleveland, which might
be considered one of the great marts,
and which established the value of oil,
was 10 cents per gallon, United States
currency. Upon that basis, the refiner,
under 7j cents duty, would receive a
protection of from 20 to 25 per cent.
Other manufactures in the country
wero genrally protected to the extent
of 17f per cent.; and oil refiners,
instead of being placed in a worse
position by the reduction than other
manufactures, would still remain in a
more favourable one. It was a fact
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demonstrable beyond contradiction
that the consumer in this country had
for the past three years paid 15 cents
more per gallon than equally good oil
could be bought for in the United
States. It was clear, from comparison
of prices on the other side of the line,
that the Canadian refiner had added
15 cents to the cost of American
oil regardless of the cost to himself.
In order that he niight make it more
evident, lie would read from a recent
commercial article published in the
Montreal Ilerald, which was as fol-
lows:-

"The trade in petroleum during 1875 has
been on a somewhat considerable scale; but
the article has been mostly manipulated by the
Western combination, a very large proportion
of the oil used in this city and neighbourhood
being supplied through their agents. The
stock being thus during almost the whole year
under the control of the association, a higher
range of prices was charged."

He had, moreover, a statement of
prices paid in the United States, and
of those paid in Montreal at the same
time. The average price in Montreal
in September, October, November and
December, 1873, according to the
Montreai ferald, was 29 cents, gold.
The average price in Vermont, further
east than Montreal, was 14 cents
nited States currency, leaving the
price of oil in Canada 15 cents more
than across the line. For the same
montlis in 1874 and 1875, the price of
petroleum in Montreal was 24½ in gold.
In Vermont during the same months it
was 12a United States currency,
inaking a difference that year of 11¾.
lu Montreal for the saie months in
1875, it was 27 cents in gold ; and in
Vermont 11 cents United States curren-
cy, being a difference in favour of the
American consumer of 16 cents gold.
Taking these three years and consider-
ing the difference in currencies, he
laid it down as a fact that the
Canadian consumer for the last three
years had been paying 15 cents more
in gold than the United States con-
sumer. From these figures it would be
seen that the loss to the country was
$1,100,000, in consequence of the con-
dition of affairs he had explained, being
a net loss over and above all revenues
derived from that source of $750,000.
Canada now and during the period he
referred to, had been paying higher

66

for this most necessary commodity
than any other civilized country oa
the globe.

This tax fell very seriously on the in-
dividual consumer as well as on the
whole country. The man who con-
sumes a gallon of oil per week-and
thousands do that, and more-pays $5
a year as a tax to support the
refiners who control the prices in
Canada. The estimated individual
taxation in Canada is about $6 per
head for all purposes, and this is
therefore a serious condition of affairs
worthy the most careful consideration
of the Government. If a new Budget
were coming down it might be urged
with great propriety that light should
be placed on the same basis as
other necessaries of life. There is
nothing that contributes more to the
comfort and happiness of our people,
especially the poorer classes, than
cheap light during the long winter
evenings. A duy of 7½- cents would
be almost 100 per cent. on its market
value ot 10 cents United States
currency. If a tax or 80 or 100 per
cent. were imlposed on articles of food
it would be considered preposterous.
The present condition of the trade is
due to what is called the London Com-
bination. It is well known there
exists a combination of gentlemen who
have taken advantage of the liberality
of the Legislature and the high rate of
tariff to control the entire market in
this country. In order to accomplish
this they have subsidized and closed up
all the refineries of the country, but
the very few which are now in oper-
ation in their interest. Of forty-four
refineries only about four are in oper-
ation, and the rest, which are closed
up, are paid from two to four thou-
sand dollars a year. They have
bought off all competition and or-
ganized a system of extortion upon
the people of this country. There
they stand between the producer and
consumer, dictating to the producer,
on the one hand, what lie shall receive
for his crude oil, and to the consumer,
on the other'hand, what lie shall pay
for his refined petroleum. For the
first time in Canada a ring has been
organized for the purpose of regulat-
ing and controlling prices. This arises
out of the exceptional condition of the

.Duties on [Mancai 30, 1876.]



938 Duties on

tariff-the fact that this was made a
specific instead of an ad valorem duty.
Owing to the rigidity of the rate
they could see, no matter what the cost
of production might be, precisely the
margin of profit, and availed themselves
of it to dictate to the consumers what
they should pay. Under the circum-
stances it is the duty ofthe Government
and ofParliament to administer a lesson,
quick, sharp and decisive, to those
gentlemen who. for the first time in
the history of Canada, have organized
a ring for the purpose of preventing
competition and monopolizing the
market.

Mr. JONES (Halifax)-That is the
fruit of protection.

Mr. COLBY admitted it was the fruit
of excessive and undue protection, and
not of the reasonable policy which had
been advocated by the Opposition in
this louse. It was the fruit of the
protection which he had repudiated,
and the Protectionists were consistent
with their principles in denouncing this
libel on a sound policy. It was their
duty to remove this blot from the tariff
and not permit those who differed from
them to point ta it as the fruit of pro-
tection. •fHe doubted whether the hon.
member for Halifax would be equally
consistent with his free trade princi-
ples, when he came to vote upon this
question. It was clear the present
rate of 15 cents per gallon was in-
jurious to the consumer of oil in this
country, and it was also injurious
to the revenue of the country.
A larger amount could be collected
fron a 7ý per cent. duty, because there
would be less smuggling. But if no
change should take place in the volume
of importation in consequence of this
reduction the loss to the revenue
would be only $50,650 at the very
worst. It was not only injurious to
the consumer and to the revenue, but
also to every town in which the
refineries were closed in consequence
of this combination. In short, it was
injurious to the whole community
with the exception of those gentlemen
who now controlled the trade.

In bringing forward this resolution
he did so purely in the public interest
and with no desire to embarrass the
Government. Could any one doubt it

Mr. CoLBY.

was in the interest of the country to-
have this inordinate tax upon one of
the necessaries of life lessened, and the
cost of it to the consumer reduced one-
third ? low could hon. gentlemen de-
cline to remedy this unmitigated evil?
How could they go to their constitu-
ents and say they had voted te allow
this abuse to continue twelve months
longer ? But some might say this mo-
tion would inconvenience the Govern-
ment. le would be sorry that any
man's convenience should stand in the
way of the publie good. However,
this Government had not taken the
position that they would not remedy a
grievance of this kind. They had de-
cided not to increase taxation, but
they had never declared they would
not consuit the interest of the
people in a case like this. It
might be said it would not do to
open the door for one change lest
others should be proposed ; but this
Government was strong enough to
remove this abuse without touching
the tariff at any other point. If they
would say to their followers "vote
according to your convictions," ho
believed there was not a man in this
House who would not vote for this
proposition or something similar. Such
a course would strengthen the Govern-
ment, and lie hoped they would pursue
it. He moved :-" That the Speaker
" do not now leave the chair, but that
" it be resolved it is expedient in the
"public interest that the Castoms duty
"on refined petroleum be reduced
"from 15 cents per gallon to a rate
"which shall not exceed 7½. cents per
"gallon."

Mr. SCRIVER, as the seconder of
the motion, desired to say a very few
words on it, though fortunately the hon.
mover had so fully explained his
grounds, and so clearly established the
justice of his cause as to make it
unnecessary for him to speak at any
length. In consequence of the present
high duty, an illicit traffic prevailed to
an alarming extent, to his own knowl-
edge, along the frontier; and he had
learned since he came to Ottawa that
it was even more extensive than he had
supposed. He was confident that if the
duty were reduced to one-half of its
present amount, the revenue from this
source would he greatly increased. The
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illicit trafic was due to the fact that
the American was far superior to the
Canadian oil; and though it seemed
unpatriotic to say so, yet he was bound
to tell the truth and state this circum-
stance. Any one who used the Ameri-
can would never use the Canadian
article. Loss to ý the revenue was not
alone the result, but the effeet of this
practice on the morals of the pe'ople
was very injurious. Conflicts had even
occurred between the smugglers and
revenue officers; and one of the latter
who had been injured in a recent
encounter-not in his own constituency,
however-had not yet recovered. He
did not desire, as might be supposed,
to embarrass the Government in any
manner; but he had not understood
that their declared policy would · ex-
clude a case so plain as the present,
and he hoped that they would take it
into consideration and suggest aný
measure of relief that they might con-
sider advisable.

Mr. MACMLLLAN was rather aston-
ished to find the hon. member for
Stanstead proposing such a motion.
As on all previous occasions when an
amendment was moved to the tarif, the
hon. member had consistently voted for
protection. le (Mr. Macmillan) for his
part,intended to continue consistently in
the course on which he had set out, and
oppose this motion. The hon. mem ber
for Stansteadi had singled out two or
three constituencies in the Dominion-
those of the Premier, the hon. member
for Bothwell and his own, at which to
direct bis attacks; but the lion. mem-
ber had been, iii his argument, in a
great measure mistaken. Operations
at the Oil Springs, had begun about ten
or tifteen years ago, and a very large
number of people were now iii conse-
quence furnished with enploynient
in that connection. lu the in-
fancy of this manufacture the quality
of the oil did not compare favourably
with the American, and it was only in
1870 or thereabouts, that a solitary
gallon of it was exported. During
that year ten millions of gallons were
manufactured, and considerably over
one-half of it had been exported,
bringing into this country actually
One and one-quarter millions of dollars.
In its manufacture it was noreover to
be remarked that no raw material was

66j

purchased, as was the case in the re-
fiming of sugar. In 1872-3 we exported
very nearly ten millions of gallons of
oil, for which about two millions of dol-
lars were paid. His hon. friend had
stated that when this custom's duty was
levied on oil, there was also imposed
an inland revenue of five cents per
gallon ; this was not the case,as this was
not ordered until a considerable period
after the manufacture of this article
was commenced.

The inland revenue and the inspec-
tors' fees raised this duty to something
like six cents per gallon. His hon.
friend proposed to reduce the customs
duty one-nalf; but when we were com-
peting in a foreign market with lie
American oil, we had invariably had
from 1½ to 2 cents per gallon against
us, and why ?-for the reason given by
his hon. friend fiom Iuntingdcon : the
stronger odour of the Canadian article,
and the fact that it occasioned a dis-
coloration of the lamp chinmeys.
By reducing the duty to 7½ cents per
gallon, with the inspectors fees and
the inland revenue, ncarly 6 cents per
gallon, we would apparently have
1- cents per gallou iii favor of tbe Cai-
adian oil, while in reality, there would
actually be from î to ets. per gallon,
in favor of the Anerican article. During
the tirst years of the existence of this
manufacture, from 1,000 to 1,500 people
were directly and indirectly engaged iii
it; this number waîs inrerased in 1872-3,
to 3,000 or 3,500. Owing to the over
production of oil in Pennsylvania iii
1873--4, and to the striking of the
strata known as the fourth sand rock,
when thousands of barrels flowed
daily, the price had materially de-
creased. In Canada, however, the wells
were far from beiing so productive, and
we were consequently shut out of the
foreign market altogether. Although
we had exported( so largely it had all
gone to German and Mediterranean
ports. Anbther reason for a strong
protective duty was that the American
crude produced some 92 per cent. of
refined against from 62 to 65 per cent.
produced from our Canadian crude.
The Americans enjoyed another ad-
vantage; the Canadian manufacturer
could only charge their stills twice a
week, whilst thev were using the same
labour and the same amount of fuel.
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The Americans, on the other hand,
eharged their stills six times, and
ranoff 90 per cent against our 62
to 65 percent. Therefore, they had
.a very great advantage, and unless
it was the intention of the hon.
anember for Stanstead to crush the
Canadian trade out it would be
utter folly for the House to undertake
to reduce the duty to the extent that
he proposed. If the hon. gentleman
desired to be generous to the consumer
of this product let him introduce a
measure repealing the imposition upon
Canadian oil of the inland revenue tax,
as well as reducing the customs duty to
7 cents. He would be happy to
support such a measure, but it
was utterly impossible for their
refineries to remain open one day if
this amendment passed. He sincerely
hoped, and he had iot the least doubt,
the Government intended to oppose
this measure, and in doing so he would
accord them his hearty support.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he
was not disposed to deny that there was
considerable weight in what had been
said by the mover and seconder of this
motion. There was no doubt that the
duty on this article was somewhat
high, and it was true there was a con-
siderable amount of this product
smuggled into the country, but
not to so large an extent as the hon.
gentleman believed. Sufficient had
been said to induce the Government
to take the matter into consideration,
and to make them anxious to take such
steps as would protect the revenue,
and if possible remove the cause of
complaint. But it was absolutely
necessary for the Iouse, in taking
the customs duty into considera-
tion, to also consider the advisability
of reducing the excise tax. With re-
spect to the general question, he
thought hi% hon. friend from Stanstead
had rather exaggerated the amount of
the tax paid when he put it at as
high a figure as $11,000. He did
not think that statement was
quite warranted in view oF the facts.
ln 1873 Canrda produced for home
consumBption, -id which had paid a
duty, 4,.500,000 gallons ; in 1874,
5,200,000 gallons; in 1875, 5,135.000
gallons; andin the eight m miths ending
March 1, 1876, they produced 3,80,-

Mr. MACMILLÂA.

000, as nearly as might be, which paid
a duty to the Government. It would
be seen they had produced during
these eight months quite up to the
average quantity, while they had
actually imported during the six
months ending December 31, 1875,
a few thousand gallons more than was
imported during the six months end-
ing Dec. 31, 1874. He thought the
fact that their native consumption
which had paid a duty, had lately in-
creased, and that the article imported
had also slightly increased, would go
to show that the supposed amount of
smuggling had been considerably
exaggerated. Of course it was a
matter of extreme difficulty to arrive
at the extent of the illicit trade. No
doubt in the country along the frontier,
a very considerable amount of smug-
gling was carried on. It was possible
also that in certain portions of the Mari-
time Provinces a considerable amount
of smuggling went on. He was not
disposed to deny these facts, nor that
there -was a case made out for the
consideration of the Government. That
consideration the Government were
disposed to bestow upon it, but he did
not think it wise or expedient for them
at that late period of the Session to be
called upon to enter upon the considera-
tion of a question which he could
assure the louse was more compli-
cated than his hon. friend supposed.
The Government did not think this
was an expedient time to go into a re-
construction of tariff. Looking at all the
circumstanccs of the case, he thought
his hon friends, the mover and seconder
of the motion, ought to be satisfied with
the assurance whiclh on behalf of the
Government he was willing to give
that they were disposed to consider the
question. The Government thought a
sufficient case had been made out for
their consideration, but they did not
think it was in the public interest that
they should be called upon to re-open
the tariff question. There was no doubt
that whenever there was a large differ-
ence between the value of the article
on one side of the line and the other,
there was a very considerable
temptation to smuggling. That part
of the lion. niover's remarks he
thor'oughly endorsed. In such cases
the inerease of the taxation of the
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country would not tend to in-
crease the revenue. Petroleum
was a very bulky article. A 40 gal-
lon cask would only pay a duty of about
$6, and if petroleum was smuggled with
so small a profit, what would be
the benefit if they added to their
tariff on articles which were of much
smaller bulk and could be smuggled
with a greater profit and much greater
case. He did not think it desirable to
enter upon the discussion of the minor
points named by the hon. gentleman,
but begged to state to the House that
the Government was quite willing to
consider the matter, but they could not
bring down any measure in the direc-
tion indicated at this period of the Ses-
sion.

Mr. GILMOR thought many of the
grounds taken by the hon. mover of
the resolution in regard to the high
duties on this article were good, but
there were other circumstances con-
nected with this motion. The motion
was one that was very embarrassing
to many hon. mnembers in the House,
and the fact of its being an attack on
the Government influenced his vote to
a very considerable extent. It was
well known that the policy of the
Government, as aanounced on the in-
troduction of the Budget Speech, was
one which met with his hearty support,
and one that lie thought was fully en-
dorsed by the Maritime interests. He
had never seen a Government pressed
so closcly since lie had been a member
of the House as they were on that
question, and he was proud to say that
they resisted that pressure although
they probably went contrary to the
wishes of many of their supporters in
Ontario. He felt that the Maritime
members were now called upon not to
desert the ship. He did not profess to be
a very strong party man, but it was
impossible to be blind to the fact that
there were two parties in the Dominion.
A compromise had to be m.-de on
that occasion, and if they expected to
sail their vessel safely they would have
to stick together.

The arguments urged were very
good, but the motion was calculated to
embarrass the Government and force
them to re-open the tariff question. If
they undertook to adjust the rate on coal
oil, they would be asked to do more.

The policy of the Government being in
the interests of the whole country and
of the Maritime Provinces especially
the representatives from that section
were called upon to oppose any attempt
to re-adjust the tariff. He thought
there would be more revenue collected
under a lower rate of duty. At St.
Stephen, the merchants had very little
trade in petroleum, the opportunities of
going to the other side being so con-
venient. Most of the oil' consumed in
that section was no doubt smuggled
into the country. It was the general
expectation at the meeting of Parlia-
ment, that the tariff would be increas-
ed, but since the Government had de-
clared they could carry on the Govorn-
ment without increasing taxation, and
in consequence of the promise of the
Government, that between now and
next Session the subject of duties upon
petroleum would be considered with
a view to meeting the complaint, he-
would vote against the motion.

Mr. FARROW said he was heartily
in accord with the mover of this
resolution. The members from the
Maritime Provinces seemced to be
averse to having a tax put upon any-
thing they used-salt, for instance, of
which they used large quantities-yet
although this tax on petroleum
weighed heavily on them, in order to
support the Governiment they would
swallow it. If there was one planlk in
the platform of the Reform Party on
which hon. gentlemen had insisted
more than another, it was " a cheap
breakfast table and encouragement to
the farmers." Now fairmers rise early
and use a good deal of coal oil, yet
their professed friends refused to
cheapen it by reducing the tax on it.
The present duty on coal oil is about
100 per cent. It should be reduced to
say 25 per cent. If the salt manufac-
turers could only get that much pro-
tection they would be satisfied. The
defence of the Finance Minister was
lame, and would not satisfy the coun-
try. It was an admission that his po-
licy was wrong, and a request to leave
the matter untouched till next Session.
The evil was one which 'required a
prompt remedy.

Mr. SINCLAIR said the hon. mem-
ber for Stanstead had used strong argu-
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ments against protection to the manu-
facturers of the country. He had
shown it would even corrupt the
morals of the people by encouraging
smuggling. Hon. gentlemen opposite
had advocated reciprocity in tariffs.
Here was an illustration of what the
effects of it would be. In the United
Stats the duty on coal oil was 40 cents
per gallon; on this side 15 cents, or
about one-third of that rate; yet the
effect of it was to increase the cost of
the article to the consumer and to
create monopolies. This one instance
of protection should be kept as a beacon
light to show the practical effects of
such a policy. He was not in favor of
protection, and he did not think this
interest should continue to be more
protected than any other, but for one
year he believed it was better that the
people might know what they had to
expeet if the Opposition should succeed
in carryi ng out their policy.

Mi. MACDONNELL said he in-
tended to vote against the motion. He
woukl do so on the promise of the
Finance Minister that the Government
would take this matter into considera-
tion.

The House then divided on the
amendment, which vas rejected on the
foll'wing division:

YEs:
Messieurs

Appleby,
ýAylmer,
Babv,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bertram,
Blanchet,
Bourassa,
Brooks,
Camero: (Victoria),
C aron,
Cimon,
Colby,
Coupal,
Currier.
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Desjar4lins,
Domville,
Donahue,
D ugas,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Fiset,
Gaudet,
Gil!,
Greenway,
Rarwood,
Hiirteau,
Jones (Leeds),
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Langevin,
Lanthier,
Little,
McDonald (Cp. Breton)
McKay, (Colchester),
McCallum,
McQuade,
Mas4on,
Mitchell,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Pett"s,
Pinsonneault,
Plumb,
Robinson,
Robitaille,
Rochester,
Rouleau,
Scriver,
Skinner,
Stephenson,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Tupper,
Wallace (Norfolk),
Vhite (Hastings),
White (Renfrew),
Wright (Ottawa),
Wright (Pontiac). - 60.

NAYs:
Messieurs

Archibald, Kerr,
Bain, Kirk
Bannatyne, Kirkpatrick,
Barthe, Laflamme,
Bernier, Laird,
Biggar, Lajoie,
Blackburn, Langlois,
Blain, Maurier,
Blake, Macdonald (Cornwall),
Borden, Macdonald (Toronto),
Borron, MacDonnell, (Inv'rness)
Bowell, MacDougall (Elgin),
Bowman, McDougall (Renfrew),
Boyer,. MacKay (Cape Breton),
Brown, Mackenzie,
Buell, Macmillan,
Burk, McCraney,
Burpee (St. John), McGregor,
Burpee (Sunbury), McIntyre,
Cameron (Ontario), McIsaa-:,
Carmichael, McLeod,
Cartwright, McNab,
Casey, Metcalfe,
Casgrain, Mills,
Cauchon, Norris,
Cheval, Oliver,
Christie, Paterson,
Church, Pelletier,
Cockburn, Perry,
Coffin, Pickard,
Cook, Platt,
Cunningham, Pouliot,
Davies, Power,
DeCosmos, Pozer,
Delorme, Ray,
De St. Georges, Richard,
De Veber, Roscoe,
Dewdney, Ross (Durham),
Dymond, Ross (Middlesex),
F"rris, Ross (Prince Edward),
Fleming, Ryan,
Flesher, Rymal,
Flynn, Setcherd,
Forbes, Sinclair,
Fraser, Smith (Peel),
Fréchette, Smith (Selkirk),
Galbraith, Snider,
Gibson, Stirton,
Gillies, St. Jean,
Gillmor, Taschereau,
Gordon, Thibaudeau,
Goudge, Thomson, (Welland),
Hagar, Tremaine,
Hall, Trow,
Higinbotham, Vail,
Holton, Wallace (Albert),
Horton, Wood,
Irving, Workman,
Jetté, Yeo,
Jones (Halifax), Young.-120.

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC MONEY.

Mr. CIMON stated that before the
Speaker left the Chair, seeing that it
was the moment afforded them for
making any complaints which they
had to prefer against the Government,
he desIred to protest as strongly as was
in his power against the unjust Man-
ner in which the Province of -Quebec
was treated by the present Adminis-
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tration. At the risk of being accused
of sectionalismhe wished to allude to
the rights of the Province from which
he came, and to claim its legitimate
share in the distribution of the public
moneys. He wished to declare boldly
in the House, what all bis friends the
Liberals of Quebec, including Hon. Mr,
Cauchon, said in the Province, but what
they had not the co.urage to proclaim
with energy her-, that Quebee
was badly treated by the present Gov-
ernment, and refused the grants which
were its due, for the construction of
its public works.

He knew how delicate was the ques-
tion which he was about to raise, but
with a Government like the present,
containing Lower Canadian Ministers,
who possessed so little of energy, and
who showed such a want of zeal in
securing the rights of their Province,
he believed that he was justified in de-
inanding justice for it, and in laying it
down as a principle that the Govern-
ment as far as was possible, should
cause to be executed in each Province
proportionately the Public Works
which are required, and it was high
time that the rights of Quebec ceased
to be misunderstood.

Certain hon. members would un-
doubtedly accuse him of sectionalism.
Last year, when the hon. member for
Terrebonne demanded justice for
Quebec, lie was also so charged; but
this accusation had only served to raise
him in the esteem of his fellow citizens,
and hiad only increased his influence
over the electors of that section of the
country.

Daily they heard hon. members from
Ontario, the Maritime Provinces, Mani-
toba or British Columbia, taking such a
position with regard to tbeir respective
Provinces; they did not fail to do so,
and that in a bold tone, and why
should not hon. members who cone
from Quebec do as much ? This was
no sectionatism. Each Province had
its representatives in this House, and
why ? To consider the interests of the
whole Dominion he would be told, un-
doubtedly, but also particularly to
guard the interests of their respeotive
Provinces; and this lion. members of
the other Provinces were doing, in
fact, every day in this House.

He was bound to admit that the

President of the Council had advised
him to take such a stand. In point of
fact, some time after the closing of last
Session he h ad read in th e Journal de Que-
bec an article written by the President
of the Council on the subject of
the two first Budgets of this
Government in which he stated,
"Let us say at once that Lower
"Canada is far from obtaining its legiti-

mate share in the distribution of the
"1public moneys, and that it is the duty
"of every publc man and of every elec-

tor to claim it energetically."
The President of the Council then

made this admission, which every per-
son who examined the Public Accounts
and Estimates, would corifiri.

In opening the report of the Minister
of Public Works, for the year ending
the 30th of June, 1875, the first entire
fiscal year during which the Liberals
were in power lie found on page 3 a state-
ment indicating the amount expended
on public works during the year, when
in the Dominion was so expended the
sum of $10,<15,429.19. Everyone
would admit that Quebec should have
obtained, at least, one quarter of this
amount; this was only just. He had
made a calculation, an easy matter,
and lie discovered that of this amount
Quebec only received $720,674; not
one-twelfth of the whole. le should
add that this $720,G74 was em-
ployed in completing public works
which were commenced by the
Conservatives. If this had not been
the case how much would the First
Minister have expended iii Lower
Canada? Almost nothing. if they
were to judge from the estinates sub-
mitted to the flouse.

In order that he might be the better
understood lie would imiake a com-
parison between Lower and Upper
Canada, and defied any one to deny the
accuracy of the following- figures in
connection with publie works con-
structed during the year ending 30th
of June, 1875 ; and he found in the
report of the Minister of Public Works
that there had been spent in Ontario
exclusively during that year in con-
nection with the following three
items : On canais, $1,300.318.84; on
harbours, $241,383.89, and on public
buildings, $639,783.75 ; a total of $2,-
181,486.46. Similar expenditures in
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the Province of Quebec during
the same year were : On canals, $335,-
290 ; on harbours, $12,093.33, and on
public buildings. $179,025.78; total
only $546,409, leaving the enormous
difference of $1,635,077.35 in favour
of the Province of Ontario. The grand
total was $2,727,895.57, and on these
three items only, Ontario had so re-
ceived five times as much as Quebec.
The other items would be judged after
the same standard, and in consequence,
it was clear that the Province of
Quebec had not obtained its rightful
portion.

During the same year, in the Mari-
time Provinces, on Public Works, about
four millions of dollars were expended ;
also considerable Fums in Manitoba and
British Columbia ; Quebec alone had
been badly treated in this relation.

He did not complain of the expendi-
tures made in the other Provinces ;
without doubt they had been usefui and
necessary, but on the other hand Que-
bec formed a great part of the Domin-
ion, and was in need of the execution of
important and necessary Public Works.
He merely made complaint because
this Province was sb amefully neglected.
Taking up the Eatimates they would
see what the G-overnment proposed to
give to it during the following year.
He did not meanwhi le take into aceount
the sums which, having been voted
during preceding Sessions had not been
spent, and which were to be found
anew in the Estimates of 1876 as re-
votes, because this would be an unjust
comparison. During the past vear, for
instance, the Estimates contained the
item of $1,600,000 for the Lachine
Canal and $2,000,000 for the Welland
Canal, while the Govern ment were only
willing to lay ont $400,000 on the
former during the present year, though
on the lutter $1,900,000 were to be ex-
pended. The estimates under consider-
ation contained as a re-vote, $1,200,000
for the Lachine Canal, only the balance
of the sums voted by the Conse; vatives
during former years which the Liberals,
since they had attained office, had not
yet expended ; whilst of $2,000,000
allotted to the Welland Canal only
$100,000 was a re-vote-hence within
two years the Welland Canal received
$3,900,000 against $1,600,000 for the
Lachine Canal. le would add that

Mr. CIMON.

the estimates they were to vote did
not comprehend a single additional
sum for the Lachine Canal, while the,
Welland had $1,000,000 additional.

The Government proposed to spend
during next year on public works in
the Dominion, nQt including re-votes.
$4,441,000 on capital account, and
$978,950 to be laid to the account of
revenue, making in all $5,419,950, a
heavy decrease compared with the
year ending 3Oth of June, 1875. This
was the economy assumed by the
Government, effected to the detriment
of Quebec, as he would establish. Of
this $5,419,950 how much was allotted
to the Province of Quebec? It was in-
credible, but, nevertheless true, that
it would receive only $100,000, distri-
buted as follows :-On public buildings,
$60,000; on fortifications, $$5,000, and
for divers matters, $35,000. This was
all; not a single cent for theirharbours,
their wharves, their telegraph lines
and their other necessary public under-
takings-not even a fiftieth part of
what the other Provinces obtained.
Ontario, bowever. was not forgotten ;
it was well provided for, and the other
Provinces were treated liberally.

He again selectetd as points of com-
parison between Quelec and Ontario,
in connection with the Estimates for
the approaching year, the three items
which lie had already mentioned. For
the latter, besides re-votes, there were
allotted for canals, $1,900,000; public
buildings, $410,000, and harbours
$62,000-in al] $2,372,000; and for
the former, in addition to re-votes, for
canals, nothing ; for public buildings,
including fortifications, $5,000, and
for harbours, nothing-in all only
$65,000 for Quebec against $2,372,000
for Ontai io.

To the Maritime Provinces, Manito-
ba and British Columbia were appor-
tioned considerable sums. larger in
proportion than the amount accorded
to Ontario. Quebec alone was ne-
glected and forgotten. He did not
know why; and d'spite this fact
he was glad to observe what
was being done for Ontario. He
was not jealous on this account, but
on the other hand Quebec had aiso
rights which should be respected by the
Government. Hon. members should
understand that Confederation could
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not prosper if Quebec was forgotten or
its claims assailed ; all could not be
given to the other Provinces and noth-
ing to Quebec.

The supplementary estimates were
not yet submitte'd, but Quebec would
certainly not have much consideration
in them, and $60,000 would not be suf-
ficient to satisfy this Province. It was
true that the President of the Council,
during the unfortunate excursion which
he made to Charlevoix on the occasion
of the last election, declared at Eboule-
ments that Quebec had been ill-treated,
but now that he was in office would it
secure its share ? They were aware of
the influence exercised by this hon.
gentleman-this he had shown in suc-
ceeding so cleverly in ratifying a con-
tract of $1,500 he made with Mr.
De Celles, hence they could count upon
the influence and energy which the
hon. gentleman had exhibited under
these circumstances.

The injustice which was committed
could hardly be magnified if the name
of the Province of Quebec was struck
from the list in the Department of
Public Works. The time had arrived
to protest vigorously in this relation.
Without granting anything in return,
the Government, nevertheless, collected
the last cent of the revenues which
Quebec contributed to the Federal
Treasury. And what were these reve-
nues ? It was time to make them
known, for they had no reason to be
ashamed of them.

To this end he opened the Public
accounts. The only two sources of
revenue which it was desirable to
consider were those obtained from
Excise and Customs. There were
besides the postal and canal revenues,
&c., but these could not serve the pur-
pose of comparison, for if in one port
they were very considerable, the ex-
penses equalled or exceeded them.

He had calculated the Customs and
Excise revenues for Quebec and On-
tario from the 30th of June, 1870, to
the 30th of June, 1875, and the
figures were as follows:-

Quebec-.Customs, $31,501,689.83;
Excise, $7,949,815.85. Total, $39,451,-
504.69.

Ontario-Customs, $21,047,426.44;
Excise, $14,476,618.61. Total, $35,-
524,045.08.

Thus during this period Quebec had
contributed $3,927,460.61 more than
Ontario to the Federal coffers. If the
public moneys were apportioned accor-
ding to the revenue of each Province,
Quebec should receive the largest al-
lotment. He might be told, as the
First Minister gave them the other day
to understand,-that no Publie Works
were really required at present in the
Province of Quebec. To this he would
reply-ask the Lower Canadian mem-
bers, and he would say to them, rise and
speak. Say whether in your respective
counties public works are not needed.
The hon. member for Sorel, those from
Soulanges, Joliette, the Ottawa district,
the district of Three Rivers and the
Eastern Townships, would assert that
in their counties there are improve-
ments required which they had long
been asking the Government to have
executed, but which the Government
refused to execute. Were there not in
Montreal and Quebec public works
which the Government knew it was
their duty at once to proceed with ?
The President of the Council knew well
what the city of Quebec awaited as the
price ofhis election. He defied the Hon.
the President of the Council to say
before the flouse that the City of Que-
bec is not crying out for the execution
of certain public works which the Gov-
ernment neglect to carry out; and
could not the member for Levis convince
the First Minister of the necessity of
building a post office at Levis, and to
construct there the terminus of the In-
tercolonial Railway? The counties of
Saguenay and Chicoutimi, which he
had the honour to represent, had sent
to the Department of Public Works
numerous petitions for improvements
needed in the interests of commerce and
of navigation. In the interest of navi-
gation they required a line of tele-
graph from Anticosti crossing to the
North Shore and then up to Malbaie.
In the interest of navigation and fish-
eries the Government ought to con-
struct a maritime route from Sant au
Cochon to Moisie; a breakwater was,
moreover, required at Escoumains and
another at Tadousac. Piers were also
required at l'Anse St. Jean, Grande
Baie, St. Anne and St. Fulgence. For
two years he had been beseeching Gov-
ernment to send an engineer to the
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Saguenay River to examine that point
known as the Bras de Chicoutimi and
report how vessels could be enabled to
reach Chicoutimi at all tides. Chicou-
timi is the best commercial point on
the river, with a population of nearly
4,000 and is the chief county town.
Every year it was visited by about 50
sea-going vessels which loaded wood
manufactured there. The population
of the county is 22,000, and the county
is abont 180 miles from Quebec and 75
from the- St. Lawrence; the only means
of communication with the rest of the
Province being through the Saguenay.
The works required were the removal
of boulders and the deepening of the
channel. It would be idle of the
Government to attempt to excuse itself
on the grounds that no public works
are required in the Province of Quebec.
Last year the Government made a
grant to the Northern Railway Co. of
upwards of $2,000,000; and, moreover,
had undertaken to construct a branch
line of the Canada Paciflic Railway
from Georgian Bay to the Eastern
extremity of Ontario. Within three
years Ontario had received for public
works at least $7,000,000 more than
Lower Canada. In the Maritime Pro-
vinces, under the pretext of the Inter-
ýcolonial Railway, we are building up
branches which form a net work all
over New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
Indemnities had been paid to these
Provinces and to Manitoba; a railway
had been made in Prince Edward
Island, but all the while Quebec was
ignored. The last-named Province
is contributing to the utmost of her
resources towards the completion
of the North Shore Railway and
the Northern Colonization, notwith-
standing that these lines are under-
stood to form part of the Pacifie line.
When the Liberal party came to power
their chiefs asserted that these lines
would be completed at the expense of
the Dominion Government as forming
part of the Pacifie Railway, and if he
was not mistaken, even the President
of the Couneil had made this assertion.
The Quebec Liberals, including Mr.
Joly said likewise. In November last
Mr. Joly presented the following motion
which received the support of the
Liberal party in the Local House, in
regard to these lines:-" This House

Mr. CIMoN.

"is of opinion that after the great sacri-
"fices made by the Province of Quebee
"to promote this great enterprise, the
"Dominion Government should assist
"us in view of the fact that the North
"Shore and Northern Colonization Rail-
"ways are virtually part of the Pacifie
"iRailway." The Prime Minister in his
address to the electors of' Lambton
gave utterance to something in the
same sense. H1e said, after having
stated that he will construct the
Georgian Bay Branch: " This included
"the construction of a short line from
"the mouth of the French River, on the
"Georgian Bay, to the south-east shore
"of Lake Nipissing, and a grant to en-
"courage the extension of the projected
"lines from Quebec and Ontario."
Doubtless the Premier did not offer
these remarks solely with a view to
carry the elections of 1874. Up to the
present the hon. gentleman's promise
so far as Ontario is concerned, has
been fulfilled. If the Liberal party of
Quebec were as sincere as they pro-
fessed, the Province of Quebec, in con-
sideration of the building of these two
railways, would receive an indemni-
ty of some millions. Thus the Local
Government after having built the
North Shore and the Northern Coloniza-
tion, would be in a position to com-
plete promptly the other necessary
lines in the Province, amongst them
the Quebec and Lake St. Jean Rail-
way, which would open up a country
capable of sustaining half a million
souls. The Abbé Maurault thus writes
of this territory : .

c What a fine country is this Lac St. Jean.
Arriving on its beautiful shores one is struck
with admiration. The eye cannot reach
the extent of the immense sheet of water, for
the atmosphere must be perfectly clear to see
the oppoite shore. The lake is 40 leagues
in circumference ; and the lands which are
bathed by it, rising several leagues, are
covered with maple, beech, poplar and elm,
all attesting the fertility of the soil. The
temperature is as mild as at Montreal ; and
grain and fruit ripen easily. There are to be
found grapes, apples, plums, and such other
fruits as we have in .the district of Three
Rivers. What a number of poor Canadian
families could find a home and abundance
there."

bis object in thus diverting te this
subject was to give an idea of the
country he represented. Apart from
the county of Simcoe there was none

Public Money.(COMMONS.]



Public .Money. 947

*other in the Dominion which produced
:so much corn, as was testified by the
--census of 1871. The railway from
Quebec to the Lake was necessary to the
future prosperity of the Province of
Quebec, as he could demonstrate were
he permitted by the rules of the Hlouse.
He protested against the injustice done
his Province. The Lower Canadian
Ministers who slept in their chairs, in-
stead of watching the interests of the
Province, were to be blamed for this
injustice, for they seemed to have at
heart everything but the interest of
the Province. Better times would
come. At present those on his side of
the House could only protest. That
is what he did, and what the people in
their turn would do at the next
-election.

Mr. BARTIIE said there were many
things pointed out by the hon. gentle-
man which really ought to receive the
attention of the Government. The
complaints, he understood, were not
new, and the grounds for them existed
under the administration of the old
Government. That they had so ex-
isted he very greatly regretted, as he
also did that they should bave been
continued by the present occupants of
the Treasury Benches. He had some
time ago heard the hon. member for
Bagot make a speech, in which he
threatened the Administration with
1he vengeance of the people of
the Province of Quebec-in which, in-
deed, he predicted that the Liberals
would be swept from the polls, and all
who supported the Governmerit would
be beaten. He did not believe that,
but if anything would tend to defeat
supporters of the Government in Que-
bec this would. The people of that
Province paid a large share of the tax-
ation of the country, and the same
justice should be done to then as to
the people of the other Provinces. He
understood the task of the Govern-
ment in this large Confederation was
a difficult one, but the rural districts
of Quebec wanted but little and on.y
what was fair and just. Justice ought
to be rendered to them accordingly.
'The Maritime Provinces Lad bad
better terms and a large share of
the public money, and it was
time some attention was paid to
the demands of Quebec. He would

not vote for any motion which could
be interpreted as a motion of want of
confidence, but he appealed to the
fairness of the Government to do
justice to Quebec. He appealed to
the members of the other Provinces to
grant the same justice to Quebec as
this Province has rendered to the
others. This was the only way to
maintain harmony in this great Con-
federation.

Mr. GAUDET said that in looking at
the Budget of this year, he was obliged
to say the Government, like an indi-
vidual after some years of extravagant
expenditures, was now in a bad pecu-
niary position. It was really to be
regretted that a larger sum was not
this year appropriated for publie
works, for the people of this country
are in great misery, crying out for em-
ployment. The City of Montreal
proved it in asking the Government to
commence without delay the works on
the Lachine Canal, in order that the
poor people could have some means of
gaining their subsistence. Quebec has
also proved the same thing, for its
highest dignity, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor, instead of giving his annual ball,
sent the costs of it to a committee of
relief to the poor. This was a gener-
ous and noble action which will pass
to posterity, to his and their honour,
and will show that this high dignitary
is not a Conservative as described by
the member of Drummond and Artha-
baska, whose time was devoted to sav-
ing his own soul and damniiig his neigh-
bours', but a true Conservative doing
good among the people. le thought
that his hon. friend from Chicoutimi
complained with good reason, regarding
the relative treatment of Ontario and
Quebec. He would draw attention to
another matter. One of the past cries
on the hustings in the Province of Que-
bec, among the Liberals, had been di-
rected against the extravagan: e of the
Conservative leaders, and about the
alleged waste of the public moncys;
but what proved to be the case when
one glanced over the Estimates with
regard to the boasted economy of the
present Administration? They found
that the -expenditure had.been increas-
ed in connection with the various De-
partments in the following inanner:-
In legislation, $92,345; contingent ex-
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penses of Senate and Commons, $23,
931, staff of the Sergeant at Arms
$2,321 ; expenditures authorised by
statutes, $5,000 ; Secretary of the Gov-
ernor General, $2,198; Privy Council,
$2,890; Department of Justice, $6,650,;
Department of Militia and Defence,
$4,676; Seeretary of State, $2,412.50;
Secretary of the Provinces, 822,760;
Receiver General, $3,472.50; Finance
Department, $2,796 ; Customs, $2,665;
Inland Revenue, $5,207,50; Public
Works, $6,374; Postal Department
$18,580; Marine and Fisheries De-
partment, $3,805; Department of the
Treasury, $150; and contingent expen-
ses $25,000; total $273,231.50. If he
had looked more in the two budgets,
probably he would have found some
things yet more extraordinary; but
he thought he had said enough to
call the attention of this House to
this extravagant increase in the
Departmnental expenditures. If this
amount was to-day added to expen-
diture for public works, we could em-
ploy a large number ofpeople and thus
give them assistance. The decrease of
expendituîre for public .works and the
general misery prevailing, were the
causes of the exodus of Canadians to
the United States through the Prov-
ince of Quebec; and surely, if a pro-
per policy were pursued, the contrary
would be the case.

sUPPLY.

The lHouse then went into Commit-
tee of Supply,-Mr». Scatcherd in the
chair.

On item 80, Intercolonial Railway
Extension into Hlalifax, 8175,000,

Mr. YOUNG asked if it was the
intention of the Government to have a
formal opening of the Intercolonial ?

Mr. PICKARD suggested if there
were such an openxig, it should be
deferred until July, when the snow
might be off the ground.

Hon. Mr; MACKENZIE supposed if
the hon. member for Halifax invited
them they must go to that city. See-
ing the hon. member for North On-
tario in his place, in justice to the
officers of the boundary survey he
would take this opportunity of stating
that he had received a letter from
Edward Eûles denying that Sunday

Mr. GAUDET.

was systematically desecrated on that
service. From previous knowledge he
had reason to believe that Major Cam-
eron had devoted a great deal of care
to this particular point, and it was but
fair to that officer and those under him
to make this statement.

Mr. GORDON said he would have
been glad if this question had been set
at rest by this letter. The writer had
made statements directly at variance
with his information, and he would
require stronger proof before he receded
from the position he himself assumed.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked if the
item before the House included the
purchase of the right of way ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
had been paid over. The work was
mostly under contiact.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN enquired if
that sum would complete the work ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it would
complete all under contract.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked whether
it was'proposed to deal with the inter-
ests of the Halifax City Railway Com-
pany by referring their claim to arbi-
tration ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE was not
aware that they had any claims ; but if
they had they must be dealt with ac-
cording to law, A letter had been re-
ceived from Mr. O'Brien complaining
that certain rights would be violated
by this extension; but no formal
claim had been preferred.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he had re-
ceived a communication from Mr.
O'Brien stating that the company had
certain rights under the Provincial
Act with which this Act seemed to
conflict.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said Mr.
O'Brien consideredhe had the right to
the whole line of Water street, and
that the Government had so right to
intercept his track without offering
compensation. He proposed to make
a claim for damages. The line not
yet having ,crossed the track of the
company, he could understand why the
Government had no-formal intimation
of their claim.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE pointed oat that
there was no special legislation iwith,
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reference to the Halifax Street Rail-
way; the same generail laws applied
to that company as to others.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he would
bring the matter up again. on concur-
rence.

The item was then adopted.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RAILWAY.

On item No. 82, appropriating $200,-
,000 for the Prince Edward Island
Railway,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
state of this railway when it came into
the hands of the Government was
most unsatisfactory. Messrs. Brydges
and Ryder surveyed the road and re-
ported that it would require at least an
expenditure of $84,000 in order to put
it in an efficient state of repair. After
some negotiations with the Island Gov-
ernment another examination of the
road was made by well-known engi-
neers who reported that $500 a mile
would be required to put it in a
proper condition, and $5,000 to do work
that the contractors were required to
do by their contract. The first winter
the Dominion Government had the road
under control an extent of snow was
developed that was quite astounding. It
made it utterly impossible to work on
the road. During the present winter
great difficulties had been experienced,
and it had been necessary to have
snow protection in the shape of high
fences. New fences had been put up
along the road, but they had been
found to be entirely useless, and they
had to refence tho entire line. The
sum required would be expended as
follows: high fencing for snow protec-
tion, $70,000; engine-house, Charlotte-
town, $20,000; additional rolling stock,
$75,000; trackmen's houses, $10,000;
additions to stations and some new
stations, $10,000 ; other improvements,
$15,000. This expenditure was con-

sidered to be absotutely necessary in
order to work the road.

Mr. SINCLAIR said the Prince Ed-
ward Island Railroad had been taken
off the contractor's hands in a bad con-
dition. The rolling stock -was inferior,
and the engines were breaking down
before they were three months work-
ing. The depth of the snow the first
winter vas so great the road was

entirely blocked, and this winter it
was only partially in operation. Ho
hoped, however, when it was put in
proper working order it would cover
the working expenses, and after a few
years might yield a small revenue.
The Province was charged with the
full amount for the construction of the
r oad ; whatever was gained by the
building of the road being imperfect
was by the contractors.

Mr. McKAY (Colchester) asked why
the Government had built houses for
the trackmen employed on the rail-
road ? It was not done on the Inter-
colonial.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
necessary to build them where there
were no houses for them to live in.
There were several built by the Gov-
ernment on the Intercolonial Railroad.

Hon. _Mr. MITCHELL said there
were great complaints among respect-
able people in the neighbourhood of
Bathurst at the manner in which water-
tanks and other works on the Inter-
colonial had been built. It was alleged
that instead of calling for tenders and
giving them to the contractors who
offered to do them for the lowest price,
they were built by days' work and
private jobbers. He merely mentioned
this to the Premier that he might
investigate the matter.

Hon. M1r MACKENZIE said he ad
examined the buildins liiself and
found the cost of construction very
moderato indeed. With regard to the
station at Capiibellton, which was
built of brick, lthe party who originally
took the contraet failed, and the build-
ing was put up by days' labour at a
lower price than the original contract.
There inight have been some irregu-
larities, but if so he did not know of
them. Soine of the complaints re-
ferred to had reached him, and he had
given strict injunctions to Mr. Schrie-
ber, an able an honest engineer, not to
give out any work wlatever except by
public tender.

Mr. DOMVILLE - Who were the
locomotives ordered from?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - The
Kingston Locomotive Works, as being
the lowest tenderers.
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Mr. DOMVILLE asked what was
the policy of the Government in diB-
posing of old material on those rail-
roads ? He asked this because there
was a very large amount of iron that
came off those roads, and the Premier
had laid down as the policy of the
Government that they would ask for
tenders for the sale of such material.
He (Mr. Domville) did not think that
had been carried out, a very large
amount of old stock in the shape of
rails, wheels, &c., having been sold
privately.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said his
policy was not to sell any rails except
such as were unfit for use. Those
the Government sold had brought
about $20 a ton, but they proposed, in
the course of a few days, to ask the
sanction of Parliament to furnish such
rails to the lines immediately connect-
ing with the Intercolonial, which would
be supposed to bring traffic.

Mr. DOMVILLE wished to know
how the Government intended to dis-
pose of such old material as could not

e re-used. What was the policy of the
Government ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Our policy
is to take the highesu price we can get.

Mr. DOMVILLE-By tender or
otherwise?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
price was originally fixed by tender.

here were no rails sold that he was
aware of. The Government were using
a good many of them for the Prince
Edward Isiand Railway.

Mr. DOMVILLE ,said he wanted to
know whether the employés and officials
under the Premier had a right to dis-
pose of old material by private sale ?
He (Mr. Domville) was credibly in-
formed that a large amount of these
rails had been sold without being
offered to public competition, no proper
valuation having been arrived at. Ie
wished to know the policy of the Gov-
ernment on this point.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-My policy
is to get the biggest possible price. If
we can get a larger sum by selling to
an individual than by public competi-
tion, we will take it. The price bas
been $20 per ton, and I happeii to know
that is what the Grand Trunk Railroa<

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Company have been selling their-
rails at.

Mr. DOMVIL LE said hehad private
information which he beheved would
be sustained by the papers which the
Government would bring down short-
ly, that a small amount of rails was
put up to publie competition and a
certain price having been obtained for
them the remainder were sold at the
same rate. At Halifax the same per-
nicious system was carried out in pro-
curing supplies, and in the purchase of
the iron roof for the station at that city.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the iron
roof was bought for $12,800; it
was 400 x 80 feet span. The reason
why no tenders was asked for was
that it could not be purchased in
Canada, and the Philadelphia firm
from whom it was obtained had the
patterns that suited the Government.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said it was
desirabie that old stock should be sold
by public tender, as was the case with
private railroad companies in Ontario.
With regard to the iron roof, lie agreed
with the Premier, there was no chance
of getting it in Canada, for the iron
used in such a work as the Chaudiere
Bridge at Ottawa was taken from this
very section, sent to Cleveland and
brought back in a manufactured state.
Without protection there would be no
such industries in Canada.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said lie knew
that a large amount of old stock had
heen disposed of at Halifax last year
by public auction. With regard to
supplies he also happened to know
that down to the smallest article con-
tracted for, public tenders were in-
vited. The complaint was that all this
business went to St. John, although
tenders were asked for at Halifax.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said it
did not follow because there was
no establishment in Canada that
manufactured iron roofs, that tenders
should not be invited. There was sharp
competition in that business in the
United States. With regard to old
rails, he had stated the other day that
he entirely approved of the Govern-
ment policy with regard to the disposal
of them. It was a mistake to seli old
rails that would answer branch roads,
which would be feeders of the Inter-
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colonial. The correspondent of a news-
paper in Et. John, who misrepresented
almost everything he said, had stated
he (Mr. Mitchell) was opposed to the
Richibucto branch of the Intercolonial
getting the old rails for the completion
of its track. He wished it to be dis-
tinctly understood that he had never
said anything of the kind, but, on the
contrary, was in favor of this important
feeder getting the old rails. It was a
matter deeply to be regretted that the
road did not pass nearer to Richibucto.

Mr. DOMVILLE said one company
had owed for rails 12 months. Tfhese
sales should be by public tender, so
that there would be no chance of buy-
ing rails in this fashion. He was sure
the Premier did not endorse the trans-
action.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he did
not know of any private sale.

Mr. DOMVILLE-Then the hon.
gentleman ought to know.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Does the
hon. gentleman think he can stand
there and make every sort of insinua-
tion without any definite charge ?

Mr. DOMVILLE-I make the
charge now.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Let the
hon. gentleman inove for his papers.
These continual insinuations are im-
proper and intolerable.

Mr. DOMVILLE-I am not pre-
pared to be brow-beaten. I am
able to make a charge as well as any
other man, and I make the charge that
a quantity of old rails were not
paid for for 12 months. Furthermore,
I make the statement that they were
not paid for 30 days ago. The hon.
gentleman had no right to say I made
an unfair charge; I did not wish to
make one ; but I now place that
charge flatly before the liouse.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE supposed the
hon. gentleman meant 100 tons which
were bought by Mr. Fairweather.
The rails were sold by public auction
at $26.26 per ton, and not the slightest
advantage was given the purchaser.
With reference to the iron rail matter,
Mr. Shanly said the contract had been
fulfilled. If tbey desired to change
the grades, covers, &c., it was their
own fault.

Mr. DOMVILLE said lie made no
charge against Mr. Fairweather of buy-
ing rails at improper or low prices.
Furthermore, ie would state that Mr.
Fairweather never bought one ton of
rails, and the hon. gentleman knew it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
hon. member for King's County, N.B.,
first made a charge in blank. If his
charge related to Mr. Fairweather, ho
could say that that gentleman's com-
pany obtained a small quantity ef rails.
They asked first if they could obtain a
loan of the rails, and this he declined.
He enquired several times about pay-
ment, and then directed Mr. Brydges
to enter suit unless the amount was
paid immediately. That was some
months ago, and lie believed the money
was paid.

Mr. DOMVILLE said lie was pre-
pared to prove, from public documents,
that that gentleman never got one ton
of rails, and the hon. Minister knew it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
Mr. Fairweather's letters on the sub-
ject.

Mr. DOMVILLE said the railway
that got the rails was the River du
Loup.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Well, he
was the party who applied for them.

Mr. DOMVILLE said there was no
item in the Public Accounts to show
that Mr. Fairweather bought the rails.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-They are
charged to the company.

Mr. DOMVILLE-He is not the
company.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-He is the
President of the company.

Mr. DOMVILLE-He is not the
President.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-At any
rate he acted as business man for the
company, and communicated with the
Government. The hon. gentleman
might quibble out his point until he
was tired, that fact remained.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he had been
accused of making vague charges, but
he should be backed up when he stated
fact. He asked the hon. Minister to
confine himself to the letter. There
could bc no harm done; he merely
asked that the Government should

Prince Edward (ManCH 30e 1816.]



952 Lachine

have a proper system of doing this
business. The rails were 'not sold at
the highest prices.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-They were.
Mr. DOMVILLE-They were not.
Ion. Mr. MACKENZIEý-Then I

give a flat contradiction to the asser-
tion.

Mr. DOMVILLE-The hon. gentle-
man may contradict as much as he
pleases; I should like him to show
during what period lie based his prices.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE reiterated
his statement, the rails were sold at
the highest price.

Mr. WORKMAN claimed to know
something about the price of rails.
Hie negotiated for the purchase of 2,000
tons of second-hand rails, and he re-
fused them delivered in Montreal at
$16.50 per ton.

An Hon. Member-When was that?
Mr. WORKMAN-During last year;

I had my choice of several kinds.
An Hon. Member-Were the rails,

sold to Mr. Fairweather?
Mr. WORKMAN-They were rails

used by the Grand Trunk.
In answer to an hon. member,
lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he

could not state the price obtained for
the rails in question.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE-They were sold
at $26 per ton.

Mr. WORKMAN-That is $10 more
than what I refused rails for.

Mr. DOMVILLE said it -was a most
pernicious system when a member of
the Government should be a co-partner
in a company, and that rails should be
sold to the conpany, which did not
pay up for months.

The item was thon passed.

LACHINE CANAL.

On item 85, Lachine Canal, $1,-
200,000.

Hon. Mi. LANGEVIN asked the
First Minister to explain the position
of that work.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said sections
Nos. 1 and 2 were in the hands of the
contractors to whom the hon. gentle-
men had let the work, and they had
made very bad progress indeed. A

Mr. DoMVILLE.

re-arrangement was made with an ad-
ditional partner this last season. They
were about cancelling the contract,
but hoping that botter headway would
be made, they allowed this new ar-
rangement to be entered into and the
work had progressed better since. On
No. 3 very little progress has been
made, and very little could be done.
Nos. 9 and 10 were let about the time
the Ilouse met. Nos. 11, 8, 9, 7, 4, 5
and 6 are all being let at the present
moment, and they hoped they would
be under contract before the House
was prorogued.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked whether
the policy of the Government had not
been changed with reference to the
widening of the canal, instead of
making a new eut.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
bon. gentleman would remember that
Mr. Page, in his report of 1874, recom-
mended a new canal a little above St.
Gabriel's Lock, to enter there on the
north side, and traverse the whole
distance to Lachine. Mr. Page after-
wurds modified his opinion, and be-
lieved it was botter to have one canal
-with a larger sectional area, than two
canals with the area as at present ; in
other words, that two canals of the
ordinary width would be equal in
carrying capacity to one 175 feet wide
at the top, and 100 feet at the bottom.
A great deal of discussion took place
on the point, and it was finally re-
solved to adopt Mr. Page's later recom-
mendations-to make the canal wider
than was originally intended, and have
one instead of two. The engineer had
a fear that by passing into the low
ground between Montreal and Lachine
he would get into a place where it
would be difficult to find a good
bottom, and that after an artificial
bottom had been made the fissures in
the rocks above would cause the
water to escape, and there would be
complaints for damages. The present
canal passed a little above Coté St.
Paul, which was chosen on account of
the good bottom, and the plan was to
enlarge that and thereby avoid possible
suits for damages from the escape of
water through porous soil.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL asked to
what extent the working of the canal
would interfere with the mills ?

Canal[COMMONS.]
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Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
one of Mr. Page's objects in the first
place, in recommending 'the double
,canal, that after a certain time the
water miglit pass through the canal
:and supply the mills, but ho came to
the conclusion that the utmost good
was to be gained by the present
scheme. The mills would be inter-
fered with for one winter.

Mr. JONES (Leeds)-What arrange-
-ments have the Government made
with reference to the mills ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Some of
them have the lease of such vater as
the Government can spare. Some
have a claim for damages on that
account. I am not prepared to say to
what extent it may or may not be the
case. It involves a legal question, and
it would scarcely be proper for me to
give any opinion on it.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK enquired
.whether the Government had changed
the plans with reference to the enlarge-
-nent of the Lachine Canal?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE I have
already explained all, that we are not
going to make a new eut, but enlarge
the old canal.

iMr. KIRKPATRICK-Will it be
necessary to purchase any property ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Oh yes;
a little bore and there.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK--On each side?
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-On both

sides. In some cases, we have a great
deal more than we want, anq in others,
we have not enough.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, as he had
done on a previous occasion, asked
whether No. 3 section of' the Lachine
'Canal would be deepened to 19 feet, as
-sections 1 and 2 were to be-in order
to meet the requirements particularly
of the coal trade between Montreal and
the Maritime Provinces ? This was

*also a matter of gieat importance
in the interest of the manufacturers;
as such an improvement would save
'heavy expense in the way of cartage.
At all events, this should be done at
some future time.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
consider that it was the duty of the
Dominion Government to furnish a
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harbour for Montreal, but they were
bound to provide a canal suited for the
traffic carried on along the River St.
Lawrence and on the Lakes. From
St. Gabriel's lock down, it had however
been thought advisable to make two
large basins, and one large, triangular
basin, of sufficient depth to enable
heavy craft to enter to that distance;
but to add another mile and a half, or
rather three miles of wharfage to Mon-
treal harbour, soemed to him to be a
work entirely outside of the responsi-
bilities of the Government. This the
Harbour Commissioners should do ; the
lock on section No. 3 would, however,
have a depth of 14 feet on the mitre
sills,in anticipation of having this depth
at a future time.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked whether
the proposed enlargement of the canal
according to the present plans, required
an expropriation of any land involved
in the suit which caused considerable
comment last suminer?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - We will
need very little of this land, but I
think we must take a little in two or
three points. Our own border is irre-
gular there-in a zig-zag line; some
must be taken from both sides.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-But a very
small portion ?

Hon. Mr. MACK ENZIE--Yes; from
25 to 30 feet, and in some places, per-
haps, 40 or 50 feet.

Mr. MASSON-But for an incon-
siderablo distance?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-We are
makîng the canal wider-to Coté St.
Paul 200 feet, and 175 feet, I think.
above. I cannot tell the exact quan-
tity of land which we will need.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, with regard
to section 13, thought that the Pre-
mier's reasons for not deepening it to
19 feet were not very logical. The
hon. gentleman did not conceive that
it was the duty of the Government to
incroase the harbour accommodation
to the extent of 14 miles, but this the
hon. gentleman had given, although
sufficient accommodation was not pro-
vided, in his opinion, taking the re-
quiremeets of our future trade into
consideration.
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Hon. Mr. MACK ENZIE - This
would not be providing for the com-
merce that passed through our canals,
but for that which, coming from the
east, cannot pass up the canal to the
point desired.

Hon. Mi. MITCHELL-The hon.
gentleman has stated such provisions
must be made by the Harbour Trust ;
but this Commission is the creature of
the Government, which was' not satis-
fied with the system adopted under the
late Administration, when the ship-
ping, the city and other public inter-
ests had the majority on the Board
which public opinion controlled.

Now, public opinion has no control
over the Board which is a croature of
the Governmont, and subject to its will
and law; and you ought not to tell us
that it is their duty.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Why
should I not ?

Hon. Mr. ITCHELL-For this
reason-they are under your control.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No; not
as to the harbour.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-The hon.
gentleman knows what has happened;
he has removed some of them, and ho
thus controls the majority. lis die-
tum is law on the Board. If the latter
had been left as it was it would have
been controlled by public opinion; now
this is not the case.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--Bocauso
public opinion did not control them
they were removed.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-My impres-
sion was that it was for an entirely
different reason. If I chose I could
give it, but that is not the point I am
now discussing. The great shipping
interests of the country demand the
deepening of the Canal as rnentioned;
and if this was done it would be lookod
upon as a boon.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER called attention
to the hour, and thought it was a
great mistake to endeavour to press
forward the work of the Session too
rapidly, as they could do justice after
this fashion neither to the country
nor to themselves. The items under
consideration were important, and re-

Hon. Mr. MITerELL.

quired a good deal of attention at their-
hands.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Hon. gen-
tleman are beginning to ask when we
are to get through. Thirteen days
have a!ready been spent over the
Estimates. Never on any occasion since
Confederation has so mach time been
taken up with them.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-There has not
been mach discussion on the items.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gentle-
man's supporters occupied the time of
the louse at considerable length be-
fore we went into Committee of Sup-
ply.

Mr. MASSON-What are we here
for if not to lay our views before the
country? We are not here to register
the docrees of the Government. If,
any complaint is to be preferred it
ought to be made in Parliament.

On item 86, appropriating $60,000»
for the St. Lawrence Canal,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated that
the entire estimatod cost of working
these canals, 10 feet draft, excluding
the Welland Canal was $18,058,347.

Hon. Mr. T UPPER-Does that in-
clade the deeponing of the river ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied in
the affirmative. . The cost of deepening
the canals to 12 feet would be, 12,540,-
900, makingr a difference of $5,000,000.
The estimatei cost of deepening the
Welland Canal to 12 fet was $9,250,-
000, and the 14 feet estimate was $12,-
250,000 ; total cost for the 1t feet draft
$30,290,347,and for the 12 feet naviga-
tion $21,790,000. lie might as3 well
say that they were making certain
works on the Welland Canal 14 leet,
whilst the ioiks facing the mountains
would be made to 14 foet by raising
the walls. In all places where they
could raise the walls two fet they
would do so. The Government had
decided to test the power of a chain
tug at Willianisbarg, and it was said
that a chain tug would ovorcome the
Cedar Iapids. If this were so it would
have the effect of materially lessening
the cost of the locks.

The House adjourned at Thirty min-
utes past Two o'clock p. in.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

FRIDAY, March 31, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Ten

minutes past Three o'clock.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that

when the House adjourns it shall stand
adjourned to Saturday, April Ist, at
two o'clock in the afternoon, and that
Government Measures shall have pre-
cedence on that day. H1e remarked
that he did not propose that the House
should sit in the evening.

The motion was carried.

THE STEEL RAIL PURCHASE.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT having
moved the House into Committee
to consider the ways and means for
raising the supply to be granted to Her
Majesty.

Mr. BOWELL stated that before the
Speaker left the Chair, he begged to
bring under the notice of the House a
question which in all probability would
have been brought before it in another
shape had the papers, which were
moved for by the hon. member for
Cumberland sometime ago, been
brought down. On the 18th of Feb-
ruary, the hon. member for Cumberland
had placed on the notice paper a mo-
tion asking for all papers and docu-
ments, and advertisements and all other
matters connected directly or indirectly
with the purchase of a large quan-
tity of steel rails. A short time after-
wards the motion was made by his
hon. friend, and passed by the flouse.
Since then, however, they had not been
brought down.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-What bas
iot been brought down ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The papers
connected with the steel rail purchase.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I laid the
whole of the contracts on the Table
six weeks ago.

Mr. BOWELL-The Hon. Premier
is in error. The papers asked for have
not been brought down. What was
asked for was contained in the motion
which was carried, and was as
follows

"Return of copies of all correspondence re-
lating to the contracts entered into by the
Government of Canada or any Department
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thereof, for the purchase of steel rails in the
year 1874, including correspondence, if any,
with parties before the advertisement for
tenders---copies of al the advertisements and
names of newspapers in which they were
published, with date of first insertion in each
of them ; all correspondence on the subject of
further delay in the time of receiving tenders,
copies of all advertisements postponing the
time for receiving tenders, with naine of
newspapers in which such notice was pub,
lished ; copies of all tenders received for the
supply of steel rails, with all correspondence
in relation to them ; and naines of persons by
whom or through whom such tenders were
submitted or made ; all correspondence with
any of the parties tendering, as to the
quantity of rails to be supplied by them ;
copies of contracts entered into and of all
correspondence relating to them ; copies of
contracts for the transport of steel rails from
Montreal to the different parts of the Dominion,
with any changes made in such contracts, and
correspondence relating to such changes at
the time the contracts were entered into,
with a statenent of the dates of payment of
all moneys on such contracts, the present
location of the rails, and all charges for trans-
port or storage of the same."

Surely the Premier did not pretend
to say these papers had been laid
before the House. Had they been,
they would have been laid before the
Printing Committee, printed, and dis-
tributed anong members long before
this.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I an quite
sure that I called the attention ot the
hon. member of'Cumberland at the time
to the fact of their being there.

Mir. BOWELL-To what do you
allude ?

Hon. MIr. MACKE NZIE-I remember
handing the bon. gentleman the report
of the Chief Engineer, and stating as I
laid them on the Table, that it w(ould b
difficult to obtain any further report,
until towards the close of the Session,
if even then. I perfectly recollect mak-
ing that statement.

Mr. BOWELL did not remember
this ; but supposing that this was said,
it did not change the fact, that the
papers asked for were not laid on the
table, nor did it meet his point. The
motion asked for certain papers, which
had not been submitted. The only
document he had seen in this relation, he
held in his hand, and it was nothing
more nor less than what appears in the
Public Works' report. There must be
some correspondence in this connec-
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tion, and it could not be so voluminous
ns to require a couple of months to get
it ready. Hle should, therefore, before
the Speaker left the Chair, make the
following motion, seconded by Mr.

irkpaitrick :
That the Speaker do not now leave the

chair, but that it he resolved, that the
purchase ly the Government of 50,000 tons of
steel rails, without the previous consent of
Parliament, was an unconstitutional exercise
of the Executive power, and that such purchase
was premature and unwise, and has caused
great pecuniary less to the country."

The best evidence-it ought to be at
least, to those on the TreasuryBenches
to show that this motion embodied the
views whici had been held by the gen-
tleman who lias now governied the
country, could be given by reading
short eýxtracts from the Premnier's owni
specelics, containing these dec larat ions
of opinion and principle when in
Opposition. It must be in the recol-
lection not only of every member of
the House, but of every elector, par-
ticuliarly in Ontario, that during the
late elections one of the principal planks
in the platform of th- hon. gentlemen
opposite, when they went to the peo-
ple was, that public money should not
be taken or used by any Administration
without the previous conscrit of Parlia-
ment. They remembered very well
that the Parliament of Ontario had
passed an Act, placing at the disposal
of the then Administration, of which
the late Hon. John Sanfield Macdonald
was leader, the sum of $1,500,000 to
aid in the construction of railways in
that Province, and the principal objec-
tion taken to the constitutionality of
that Act, by the gentlemen now in
power, was that the Government was
empowered by Parliaient to distribute
that money without first coming down
to the House, and asking for additional
authority to do so. Not only was this
said to be a breach of the constitution,
but also a usurpation of power, that
could be used not only to the detriment
of the people, but to keep them in
office, and no man denounced the
principle more strongly than the
Minister of Justice. Disenssing this
matter, the Premier on the 5th July
1872, in the city of Montreal, employed
the following language:-

"The policy of the Liberat Party is to m- ke
Parliamentary Government supreme, toplace

'Mr. DOWELL

the Cabinet directly under the control of Par-
liament, and ta take from them the power of
using any portion of the people's money with-
out a direct vote for its service. I might
point out as an instance of the course the
Liberal Party will pursue, that in Ontario,
when the Reform Government came into
power, they repealed a portion of the Act
granting aid to railways, so that all grants
had to receive the sanction of the House
before a farthing could be paid."

This declaration of opinion held by
the hon. genâtl eman when in Oppo-
sition, was received, as the report
mentions, with immense chering and
thundering applause. At a later
period the same lion. gentleman made
use of the foIllowing language:-

"What had been the great issue during the
election. It was the sanie as duîring the On-
tario election of 1871. It was simply to decide
whetler the thirteen ministers at Ottawa were
to usurp legislative as well as administrative
authority-were practically to become a politi-
cal obligarchy at the head of our system of
Gorernment. They assumed to have the right
to have the money not only voted to them as a
Government, but voied to them in such a way
AS tO GIVE THEM THE DISPOSAL OF IT ACCORDING
TO THEIR OWN VIEWS."

This was also received with great
cheering as the fundamental principal
of the party. In this instance not
only had the present Premier spent
moniey without it having first been
voted by Parliament, but lie had enter-
ed into contracts fbr the supplying of
large quantities of inaterial to the
value of nearly $3,000,000, portions
of which, it was supposed, would be
required beflore this time, but other
portions not for years, and on this lie
spent a sum of money amounting to
between $2,000,000 and 3,000,000 with-
out consulting Parliament until after
the contracts hnd beei entered into.
It had been said in justification of that
purcliase iliat the market at that time
was falling, and that a great saving
was affected by their going into the
market at that time. Exception, how-
over, was taken to that declara-
tion, and subsequent events have
shown that those who took the objec-
tion were right. The Finance Minister
in his budget speech of 1874, prognos-
ticated in doleful language a stagnation
in trade. It was evident from that
fact that he must have considered that
the prosperity which had created the
high prices paid for all kinds of goods
was likely to take a turn downward.
And if the Premier had paid
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any attention to the mnarkets of the
world, he must have cone to the c>n-
clusion that ho was going into the
market to make a heavy purchase
when ho was not justitied in doing so.
Perhaps there was no better authority
than the London Economist, from which
he would read to shew that the market
was then rapidly faliing, the issue of
which for October 10th, 1874, said

" If prices are any guide in the course of
business in th, iron trade, that industry is
still on the deeline ; buyers are naturally un-
willing to place orders for iron now when the
market is continually bcoming more favour-
able to them."

The same paper also made the fbl-
lowing statenont with regard to the
mnarket :

Noveiber 7th-" Finished iron, especially
rails and heavy iron, is in so extremely low
demand that many fa tories are closing."

December 5th-" No revival has occurred in
the demand for finished iron, prices still
giving way.'

December 26th-" The production of finish-
ed iron, though sustainedat fair rates in some
districts, is on the whole dull and depressed."

January 2nd, 1875-" The gloom and de.
pression now reported in the iron trade on
the whole appears to arise from the poor
prospects manufacturers see of returning
activity at anything like profitable rates."

February 6th-" Notwithstanding the cessa-
tion of work in two counties of South Wales
district, no special activity is apparent in the
others. In the finished iron a ftir trade is
reported, but the same consideration as to
dropping prices of fuel have effect."

March 6th-- Prices of iron are held up by
the cessation of work at South Wales, but the
tendency would otherwis3 appear to be still
downward. Orders given cut are all reported
small, and of the kind denoting a restricted
demand in the absence of confidence as to
prices."

April 3rd---" Consumers await a further re-
duction of quotations, and producers find coal
getting cheaper and cheaper, and wages are
steadily tending in a downward direction."

May--" Market steadier."
June--" Assumed a more demoralized ar.-

pearance."
July-" Duil and unsettled."
August 7th---" Prices still tend downward."
September---" More orders, but for prompt

delivery prices still tending down."
October 2nd--" Little appearance of ac-

tivity."
November 6th---" Large manufacturing firm

closed for want of orders."
December 4th-" A little increased activity

to complete contracts before Christmas, and
partly from a fall in prices."

January lst, 1876 -.1 Iron manufactures
remain depressed."

February 5th-..." The price of iron i! still
giving way."

February 26th-" In the iron trade there is
increased dullness. Prices continue to fali
without showing the least teniency to check
themse!ves "

That depressed state of the trade
should have been known at least to
thosýe who weroe going to invest
so largely as the Government had
done. It was also well known that
the high prices paid in 1871. 1872 and
1873 had the elbeet of establishing
sone 14 new Bossemer steel works in
the United State, and the resuilt of
such increase in the manufacturing
power of' the country ought to have
suggested to the Hon. Premier that
prices would go down. Sarely tho
Hon. Primo Minister befbre entering
upon an expenditure of two or three
million dollars should have obtained
information on tho subject. If mcm-
bors would tarn to the report of Mir.
Brydges in regard to the purchase of
rails for the Intercolonial Railway
they would find that ho uosed the fi-
lowing language:--

There is no doubt whatever that at the
close of 1873 and the beginning of 1874 that
the steel rail market in England was well
known to be in a ieclining condition, and no
prudent man would buy rails at that time
unless he wanted them for immediate de-
livery.'"

Yet this report made by his owrn
offleeri, in his hand, he rushed into
tie market, and did that which Mr.
Brydges said no prudent man would
do. The price paid for these 50,000
tons of stoel rails was $54.60 pe
ton delivorecd in this country. That
amounted to the suma of $2,730,000.
None of those rails, so fhr as tho
knew, had vet been used for the
purpose for which they were pur-
chased. It was true it was said
that a portion of theso rails were
to be used in the completion of the
Intercolonial Railroad. But it was
evident the Government having got
into the difficulty were desirous of
gotting those rails out of the way in
some manner or other, and this was
the mode they had adopted to do so.
It was stated that rails had been bought
in England free on board for £7 15s.,
or $37.72 Canadian currency, per ton.
If they allowed, what was giving a vide
margin, $4 a ton for freight and
insurance, that would give as the
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price at the present time, $41.72
per ton, making a total of $2,086,-
000, or an actua.l bona fide loss,
without considering the question of in-
tere4t, of $644,000 in this purchase
alone, but when interest was considered
it would be found to exceed $1,000,000.
He knew it had been denied that
such rails could be purchased for £7.15
po ton, free on board, at the prosent
day.

Mr. WOOD-You can getthem cheap
if you get them for that.

Mr. BOWELL said ho made the
statement on the authority of Senator
Maepherson, who had given that as the
price in a speech dolivered recently in
the Upper House. That gentleman
had assured him (Mr. Bowell) that he
made the statement on the authority
of the contractor who had made the
parchase, and whose name could be
furrished if necessary. One of the
principal reasons givern by the
Minister of Publie Works for gong
into the English market at the time
ho did, was that hie had been strongly
advised to (o so h Mr. Darling and
Mr. Workmnan of Montreal. That
statement was made in the House of
Commons on the 12th of March, last
Vear. Now, it seened to him (Mr.
BCowell) that the report of Mr. Brydges
should have guided the Premi r. instead
of tle advise of hardware men, if any
werc given, who were expecting to
maike a profit out of the transaction.
in a letter written by Mr. Darling and
pubilshed in the Miontreal papers on
the 15th October, 1875, that gentleman
an used those words:

"On the third of October I obtained an
interview with the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie for the
purpose of requesting that the time for re-
ceiving tenders be extended to such a date as
would permit parties here corresponding with
the manufacturers in Europe which could not
have been done in suficient time had the date
originally fixed upon been adhered to."

It was evident that Mr. Darling
knew nothing whatever of the inten.
tion of the Government to purchase
these 50,000 tons of steel rails until
after he had seen the advertisement
in the Montreal Herald. Immediately
after reading it ho proceeded to Ottawa
and had that interview with the
Premier. Mr. Workman also, during
the contest in Montreal' West, was
reported in the llerald to have said

Mr. BoWELL.

Mr. WORKMAN said ho had no
fixed date in his mind when ho made
that statement. He might also be
permitted to say the report as given
in the Uerald was not taken verbatim,
but was carried to the office without
any notice having been taken at the
tinie.

Mr. BOWELL said it was not a
question as to date. What ho wished
to point out was that the hon. member
for Montreal West, like Mr. Darling,
had not given any advice to the Pre-
mnier upon the propriety of the pur-
chasing of these steel rails until after
ho had seen the advertisement in the
Hcrald. The hon. member was re-
ported to have said:-" He saw at once

that the time was too short, as hard-
"ware men could not acquire the

proper knowledge to enable them to
make the tenders properly." These

declarations showed that there was a
discrepancy between the Premier and
the hon. member for Montreal West
and Mr. Darling, who had had an in-
terview with the lon. Minister of
Public Works, and le (Mr. B.) would
leave the contradiction to be settled
between them.

Mr. WORKMAN-I never Lad any
interview with the Minister of Public
Works on the subject, and I never said
I had.

Mr. BOWELL-That only makes it
stronger against the Minister of Publie
Works, because we are told by him
that Messrs. Darling and Workman
strongly advised the purchase.

Mr. WORKMAN-I did so in a
letter, but had no interview.

Mr. BOWELL asked if that letter
had not been sent after the appearance
of the advertisement.

Mr. WORKMAN-It was after the
advertisement came out. I have no
copy of the letter. It was one of those
impromptu letters.

Mi. BOWELL said it was after the
appearance of thle advertisement, and
consequently after the G ovornment
had decided on their policy, and there-
fore the advice alluded to could not
have been given. Tho Premier had
also iemarked that ho was guided by
Mr. Fleming's advice, while on the
other hand, Mr. Brydges, who had
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eertainly paid closer attention tc
the markets of the world, and who
had groat experience in the purchasc
of railway iron, reported to the
contrary What made the matter
look soncwhat singnlar was the fact
that the policy having been adopted
to purchase two or thrce million dollars
worth of rails, the notice for tenders
should have been advertised in only
on1e paper, so far as he could learn,
and for a period of seven days only,
ineluding the dlate ofits first appearance
and the day on which the tenders
should be at the City of Ottawa. The
advertisement though datec Ottawa,
Sept. 29th, did not appear in the Mont-
real Iferald until the 2nd of October,
and the tenders were to be opened on
the 8th of October. When the Minis-
ter of Militia required some $150,000
worth of' military elothin, he had
advertised in newspapers ail over the
country, payng some seven or eight
hundred dollars for that purpose; and
yet the Minister of Public Works,
ealling for tenders involving an expen-
ditare of two or three millions of dol-
Jars, advertised in but one paper and
for only seven days. . In a telegram
)ublished by the hon. gentleman in the
Ministerial press, the follow'ing sen-
tence occurs:-"No steel rails were
" purchased by me fron any Montreal

firm." The impression left on his (Mr.
Bowell's) mind on reading that was,
that the contracts had been entered into
with the English firms exclusively,
without the intervention of the Mon-
treal merchants.

But before passing to that he desired
to rofer to all facts con nected with this
matter, for fear that he might be mis-
understood. After Mr. Darling had
had an interview with the Minist>r of
Public Works, and after the letter was
'written by the hon. member for Mon-
treal West to this Minister, asking for
,an extension of time, which was given,
advertisements inviting tenders were
inserted in a number of papers in Mon-
treal and elsewhere. He had omitted
this fact when dealing with that point.
Coming back to where he started, ho
found that immediately after that tele-
gram had appeared, the hon. member
for Montreal West was reported to have
said in one of his election speeches:

• That the firi of Cooper, Fairman '&

Co. tendered at £11 5s., or £11 4s.9d.
"under hin (Mr. Workman) and they
"obtained a contract foi' a certain
"quantity of those rails." Now, no
one havingi read the statement of the
hon. member could come to any but
one conclusion.

Mr'. WORKMAN-Would the hon.
gentleman allow me to make a remark.
I did not knowv the facts of the case
vhen I made those statements. That

report is not correct; that was not
what I stated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD -
What did you state ?

Mr. WORKMAN - That Cooper,
Fairman & Co. were agents of a Com-
pany in England, and merely acting
as agents. I believe it was the Mersey
Steel and Iron Co. which obtained
a conmission-this was what I said.
I beg the hon. member not to quote
remarks which I never made.

Mr. BOWELL-It is somewhat diffi-
cuit for one to know what the hon.
gentleman did say, as ho denies the
correctness of the report of his own
paper.

Mr. WORKMAN-I tell you what I
did say.

Mr. BOWELL was very much
afraid, if the hon. gentleman's inter-
pretation was correct, that be could not
discover what ho really did say duringc
the election. This course was apt to
justify7 the charge too often made, that
gentlemen seeking the suffrages of
electors indulged in language which
they should not use, and stated as facts
that which were not such. The hon.
gentleman should not complain when
quotations are made from reports of
speeches made by the hon. gentleman
which were published in the organ of
the party of which ho was a member,
and which had given him its undivided
support during that election.

Mr. SPEAKER-The hon. gentle-
man stated distinctly that he was not
correctly roported ; and I think that
this is sufficient.

Mr. BOWELL-I understand that;
but the main facts as stated in the report
are nevertheless the saie.

Mr. WORKMAN-Yes.
Mr. BOWELL-That Cooper, Fair-

man & Co., did tender and receive a
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contract for these rails, and although
he might not have stated sô distinctly
a contract for rails had been reserved
by them. The hon. gentleman now
tells the House that this company acted
as an agent for an English firm. He
did not suppose that any one in the
House or country supposed for a
moment that Cooper, Fairman & Co.
manufactured these rails, as it is
known that a large proportion of the
wholesale mon act as agents in con-
nection with such matters. If be re-
collected right, the hon. gentleman
stated in another speech that ho (Mr.
Workman) was an agent for a large
number of persons. He found that the
hon. gentleman stated also during the
same contest that ho had hoped to
have received a contract.

Mr. WORKMAN-Yes.
Mr. BOWELL-But others were

lower, including the firm. of Cooper,
Fairman & Co., of which Mr. Work-
man said in his speech one
"(Charles Mackenzie was a partner,

although not a full partner, and that
this firni were the agents for the West

"'Cumberland Iron and Steel Co."
Mi. WORKMAN-That was a mis-

take. I afterwards learned that itwas
for the Mersey Iron and Steel Co.

Mr. BOWELL was quite prepared
to accept this explanation, but what le
desired to point out was, that though
the purchase was made through these
agents, they benefitted )y the trans-
action, and that it was an actual pur-
chase from or through them. le had
shlown by quotations from the
speeches of the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site-which conld be multiplied by the
score, not only of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, but also the Minister of
Justice, that the use and expenditure
of public money, without the assent
and vote of Parliament, was an uncon-
stitutional act, deserving condemnation
at the hands of the country; by
reading extracts from the London
Economist, showing that the markets
were continually falling, when this
purchase was made; by quotations
from Mr. Brydges' letter, that at
the very time the Government went
into the market for this purpose, he
(Mr. Brydges) had reported strong-
ly against purchases b~eing effected,

Mr. BOWSLL.

and that too, sometime previously-
to the actual purchase, on the ground
that the markets were steadily de-
clining, and that no " prudent man "
would then buy rails; and further,
from public documents, evidence that
the declarations of the Minister of
Public Works in the House last
year, and the letters of Mr. Darling..
and the speeches of the hon. member
for Montreal West, that the statement
of the Premier was not accurate.-
These gentlemen could decide among
themselves who was wrong and wh>
was right. He had also established
from facts, and the circumstances sur-
rounding the giving of the notice
and the advertisements for tenders,
that if it were done by any others
than persons connected with the
Government, it would be looked upon
at least with grave suspicion ; for ho
could not conceive, nor did ho think
the country could understand how any
commercial man, or any business man,
much less the Government, wben ask-
ing for tenders for the supply of mate-
rials to the value of two or three mi!-
lions of dollars would give only three,.
four or five working days, or seven at
the extreme, for tenders to be sent to
the city ofOttawa; also, that none of
the rails purchased for the Pacifie
lailway liad been used for the purpose

for which they were purchased. And
more, that the contracts for the con-
struction of the road which had been
given out were of a very limited
character ; consequently the rails could
not be used, perhaps, for one or two
years to come; the result being an
actual loss to the country of over a
million of dollars. That those who
supported the Government would sus-
tain this policy he had no doubt ;
still ho was quite satisfied that no
prudent man, to use the language
of Mr. Brydges, would bave gone
into the market under the same cir-
cumstances, and no matter what the
vote of the Bouse might be, the coun-
try would echo the sentiment that no
Government had the right to use the
public money as it had been employed
in this instance without the consent of
Parliament, more particularly when
the articles purchased were not needed,.
and would not be required for years to
come.

Purchase.(COM)MONS.]



Purchase. 961

Mr. WORKMAN hoped that he
would say nothing during this discus-
sion that would irritate or annoy any
hon. member. The continual harping
on this subject which had taken place,
was, in his opinion, both unaccountable
and unjustifiable. He had read the
Government's advertisement for ten-
ders in the Montreal Herald in the
beginning of October, and seeing that
the time allowed was too short, he
wrote to the Premier accordingly, and
before he received a reply, which was
within two days, the time was extend-
ed nearly tive weeks, showing clearly
that there was no disposition on the
part of the Premier to give the contract
to friends. Having large transactions
in iron he was naturally anxious to
secure a part of the contract.

Mr. BOWELL----Was that after the
interview with Mr. Mackenzie?

Mr. WORK-MAN----I did not see or
speak to Mr. Mackenzie on the subject,
as he was in Ottawa and I in Montreal.
I wrote to him, however, and received
a prompt reply. He (Mr. Workman)
now held in his hand a letter from his
London bankers, dated October 24th,
1874, in reply to one he had written on
this steel rail contract, which showed
the then state of the mark-et, and the
means taken to secure the fullest
information on the subject. The follow-
ing is an extract from that letter :-

c We have taken the greatest possible pains
with the view cf getting quotations for the
steel rails. In most instances we have found
mastei s decline to quote, on the ground of not
desiring to commit themselves so far ahead.
la the few cases where we have been able to
get o«ers the price has been put up to the ex-
orbitant figure of £12 per ton. The only
way in which, as far as we can see, you would
have any chance of doing business is, if you
are willing to buy the rails now, to be started
at the works during the winter, and shipped
to Canada in the spring if you got the con-
tract. On these terms we could buy 5,000
tons atabout £9 los. per ton, and we would
be willing to grant our six months' acceptance
for a small commission. If you failed in
getting the contract, the rails would be suit-
able in pattern for the American market. We
have not been able to get much information
regarding the price at which markets are
likely to tender. They are losing money at
present prices, £9 10s., and it is difficult to
believe they will take so large an order at a
loss. You should cable us if you desire to
operate in the manner instructed."

In reply he had cabled as follows:-

U Purchase the rails as specified in your let-
ter of 24th, at price quoted. Please give
makers' names."

To which he received in reply
"Present price £10 net; we -wait your

reply; do you notice the stipulation regard-
ing inspection. Reply by cable."

Acting on this telegram. he again
cabled, and ordered the purchase at
the rate named, but he did not even
thon succeed, becaùse in the meantime
he had applied to Ottawa for the Gov-
ernment specifications concerning these
rails.

That specification required the rails
to be of best quality, and that 90 per
cent of them should be in lengths of'
24 feet, 26 feet, 28 feet and 30 feet.
These were very unusual lengths.
They were more easily laid and more
difficult to make. The stringent con-
dition of the specification undoubtedly
added to the price of the rails, probably
to the extent of six shillings a ton.
With regard to his statement at
a public meeting in Montreal, in
reference to the unjustifiable charge
against the Premier, he desired to say
that he made it at a moment's notice,
without looking to dates or consulting
any one upon the subject. He con-
sidered it only simple justice to vindi-
cate at once the Hon. Premier's action
in this matter.

In reference to the contract, he main-
tained that it had been accepted with
the possibility of only a very small
profit. He, himself, was willing to-
accept a profit of one and a half per
cent.; yet he did not get the contreet,
and he did not complain, because his
tender was not the lowest. le took a
good deal of trouble before tendering,
to ascertain what the freight would be,
and he was unable to make a contract
with either Messrs. Allan or the Do-
minion Steamship Company on this
side of the Atlantic. The Canada
Shipping Company undertook to con-
tract for 5,000 «t $22 a ton by steamer,
and $20 a ton by sailing vessel. Bar
iron they undertook to carry for $17 a
ton by steamer, and $15 by sailing vos-
sel, and this difference was caused by
the rails being more difficult to handle.
When he (Mr. Workman) saw the
amounts of the lowest tenders
accepted by the Government, and
published in the Montreal papers, he
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then stated that they were the lowest
prices at which steel rails had been
purchased within his 40 years' exper-
ience. At this time he wrote to the
Hon. Premier congratulating him as
having made the best purchase of steel
rails that could be made at that time,
or ever had been made, quality and
specification considered.

Mr. BOWELL-Would you purchase
them urder the circamstances when
they were not required for many
.years ?

Mr. WORKMAN said that was
another question. The hon. member
for Hastings had given them a re-hash
of a speech delivered in the Senate a
few days previously, and he had stated
that steel rails could be bought in
Liverpool now at £7 15s. sterling. The
previous day ho had received a circu-
lar from England, dated 15th March,
in which steel rails were quoted at
£9.10. This was for the same quality
as required by the Government. There
were what were called "job lots " of
rails which could be bought for
less than the market price; but
during the present months when
the hon. gentleman said steel rails
were £7 15s., Staffordshire bar iron
was £8 10s. The hon. gentleman
had said that no prudent man would
have made the purchase at that time.
He (Mr. Workman) called himself a
prudent man, but ho had entered into
contracts when the market was as low
as ho thought it would go in ail human
probability. It, however, continued to
fall, and to-day ho could replace the
same goods at prices far below what
ho then paid. In conclusion. ho reiter-
ated that these rails were of the best
quality, and had been bought from
some of the best makers in the world,
and at the lowest possible price at
which they could be obtained at the
time.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said ho had
proposed to devote a little time to this
matter on going into Committee of
Supply, but as the hon. gentleman had
again endeavoured to block the way,
he would deal with it now. Perhaps
it was better to consider the events
consecutively in the order of their
occurrence. He would in the first
place read the memorandum of the

Mr. WORKMAN.

Chief Engineer on the subject. It was
as follows:

" CANADIAN PACIFIc RAILWAY,
"OFFIcE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,

"OTTWA, March 24, 1876.
" M.lemnorandum-Steel Rails.

"During the summer of 1874, advices from
England shewed a great decline in the price
of steel rails. It was generally considered
that they had all but reached the lowest rate,
and that an excellent opportunity presented
itself of providing a quantity of rails at lower
prices tIan they could in all probability be
obt .ined for at any future period.

"Early in August, 1874, the Chief Engineer
mentioned the matter to the Minister of
Public Works, and advised that steps should
be taken to secure such quantity as might be
deemed advisable. On the 13th of the same
month he renewed his recommendation and
furnished a draft specification to be acted on
if thought best.

" The Chief Engineer was absent from
Ottawa until near the end of September, when
he again renewed his recommendation to
stcure the rails.

" A notice calling for tenders on the 8th
of October was advertised on the 29th Sep-
tember. On the 3rd of October the time was
extended for receiving tenders until the 16th
November, and specificcations, dated October
3rd, were printed; by the latter, a copy of
which is attached hereto, it was provided that
tenders would be received on the 16th Nov.
f llowing.

" It was felt that to advertise for tenders for
rails for the Pacific Railway,or for any consider-
able portion of it, would defeat the object in
view, viz :-to secure rails at a low rate-and
hence the character of the advertisement and
specifications-" Pacific Railway" is not
mentioned in either, and tenders for a large
quantity are not invited.

" Tenders for the delivery of 350,000 tons
were received, the prices ranging from $53.53
to $82.73 per ton, delivered in Montreal.

" The average rate was $57.00 per ton.
" The lowest tenders were:-

From Cox & Gre-n, for West
Cumberland Co...... $53 53 perton

" Jos. Robinson, for Ebbw
Vale Co ............. 53 53 "' "c

" Cooper, Fairman & Co,
for Mersey Co.... ... 54 26 "

" Post & Co., for Guest &
Co.................... 54 62 " "

"Contracts were entered into with these
parties at the above prices for all the rails
they were willing to deliver, viz -

Wtst Cumberland Co....... 5,000 tons
Ebbw Vale Co............... 5,000
Mersey Co.................. 20,000 "

Guest & Co................ 10,000

Tgtal............ 40,000 tons.

"In addition to the above, it was arranged
to accept the most favourable terme for the
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delivery of rails, f. o. b., in England, for trans-
portation to lritish Columbia. Accordingly
contracts weremade as follows -

F. 0. B.
"West Cumberland Company 5,000

tons at..............$48 67 per ton.
"Taylor, Benyon & Co., 5,000 tons

at............ .... $51 10per ton.
l'It may be stated that it is no uncommon

occurrence to secure rails for a great public
work in advance of the time that they can be
used.

i The case of the Intercolonial Railway
might be mentioned. On the 21st November,
18 70, tenders were received for steel rails. and
it was stipulated that they should be delivered
as follows:-

6,000 tons must be ready for shipment not
later tban 15th March, 1871.

6,000 tons by the 15th July, 1871.
10.( 00 tons by the 15th March, 1872.
logo 0 tons iy the 15th April, 1872.
8,(00 tons by the 15th May, 1872.

40.000 tons-Total, 1872.
" Thus it will be seen that 12,000 tons were

to have been ready by the 15th July, 1871,
while the quantity actually laid duripg the
whole of 1871 was only 1,092 tons.

I Again, the whole 40,000 tons required for
the Intercolonial Railway, were to have been
ready by the 1 5th May, 1872 ; while the quan-
tity actually laid eighteen months afterwards,
viz: to the end of 1873, was less than 15,000
tons, and the whole quantity contracted for
in 1870, was not actually used before the end
of 1875.

" The geographical position of the Pacifie
Railway is so different from that of the Inter-
-colonial, that there is far greater necessity for
an early purchase of the rails in the one case
than the other.

" On the Intercolonial, the line can be ap-
proached by sea-going vessels at many points,
while the Pacific Railway is a long way inland,
and it is consequently a difficult and expen-
sive matter getting the rails taken forward to
points where they can be used, involving a
great deal of delay.

" It is not always advisable to wait until an
article is wanted before it be secured-an
enormous additional expense may be, and
often is, the consequence of such a policy.

" In building railways, a degree of foresight
iq indispensable. This is especially the case
la a railway situated like the Pacific line. If
the purchase of rails was put off until the road-
bed was ready for them, a much larger price
would almost certainly have to be paid, not
only for the rails but also for their transpor-
tation.

' There can be no doubt that the mode and
timle of purchase of the rails was by all con-
sidered most judicious. In the public interests
nothing could have been more carefully con-
sidered.

" If it should have turned out contrary to
all expectations, that the price of rails has
(lot rebcunded to its former high rate, this

circumstance cannot in any way detract from
the provident intention of the whole transac,
tion.

"(Signed), I SANDFORD FLEMING,
" Chief Engineer.''

Had the purchase of Intercolonial rails been
put off about a year the increase would
have been about £2 per ton, which would
amount to $400,000 ; if put off two years the
increase, £5 per ton on the whole purchase,
would amount to $1,000,000.
"Statement of the number of tons of Rails

delivered and laid, up to the end of each
year on the Intercolonial Railway:-

Tons Delivered. Tons Laid.
1871...... 4,787 .... 1,092
1872.... .. 14,770 .... 10,018
1873 ...... 3,436 .... $,832
1874 ...... 12,980 .... 12,012
1875 . 8,617 .... 16,516

Total.... 44,590 .... 43,460

(Intercolonial Rails.)
Price delivered this side :-

Barron Co.......... $58 30 per ton
EbbwVale.......... 60 07 "

If the Intercolonial rails had not been
contracted for at the time they were
-if their purchase had been put off for
a year, as it might have been-if the
policy had been not to buy any rails
until they were wanted-(and having
been bought they could be delivered
on the Intercolonial at any time on
six weeks notice)-400,000 would
have been lost; and had the purchase
been put off for two years, a million of'
dollars would have been lost on the
40.000 tons required for that lino of rail-
way. Hle night rest the case there.
lis accusers had done precisely

what they accused him of doing.
They bought rails before they
were required, and the rails lay for
years without being ised, and were
none the worse ftor it. The iron
work for the Miramichi bridge was on
the ground and paid for three years
before a single particle of it was used,
and the Crovernment had to pay
$2,000 for the rent of the place where
it was piled. An lion. gentleman
opposite would know where it was
situated. The advertisement was said
by the member for Hastings to have
been inserted only in one paper ;
instead of having been published in the
.Herald orly as stated, it appeared in the
following papers:-The Ierald, Wit-
ness, National, Bien Public, Trade Re-
view, and Neqociant Canadien of Mon-
treal; the Mercury, Journal de Quebec,
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and L'Evenement, of Quebee; the Times
in Ottawa; the Nation and Globe in
Toronto; the Coal & Iron Record, the
Ierald, and the Scotsmnan of New York.
These papers were recommended as
amply sufficient, and there was no ne-
cessity for inserting it in a large num-
ber of papers inland where iron firms
were not represented.

Mr. BOWELL-Was that the first
advertisement, or the one published
after the postponement ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It was
both the first and the last.

Mr. BOWELL-No !
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he de-

pended upon the report of his officers,
and he had no reason to suppose it
was incorrect. At all events, those
were the directions, and the officers as-
sured him thev were carried out. The
advertisements were sent by telegram
to -New York. The chief engineor in
the first place pressed upon his (Mr.
Mackenzie's) attention, the necessity of
procuring these rails. The price had
been £12 ; it reached £10.or nearly so at
the time the advertisement was decided
upon. It had never reached that
point on any previous occasion from
the very commencement of manufac-
turing steel rails, except in April,
May and June, 1870. It was £10
then: but the actual cost of the rails
purchased for the Intercolonial was in
excess of that. The amounts paid for
Intercolonial rails were $58.30, for
37,600 tons; and $60.07 for 7,000 tons.
The very fact of requiring a rigid
inspection and long . lengths made
prices dearer than the ordinary market
rates, by at least 10s. sterling. If it
had turned out subsequently that the
rails could have been purchased lower,
he would never have dreamed of
blaming the Government. The present
Administration had given out contracts
on the canals a year a and half ago,
which could be given out now twenty
per cent. lower, yet no one would think
of casting a reflection on the Govern-
ment on that account.

In an article published in the Mon-
treal Gazette, he had been charged
with " purchasing 40,000 tons of steel
rails from a firm in that city, of which
his brother was a partner." Ho had
characterized the statement thon, as he

Hon. Mr. MAoKENZIE.

did now, as a deliberate falsehood. He
considered a purchase meant going
into some person's 4 office and
buying a quantity of anything
at a price agreed upon there and then ;
but this was no more a purchase than
the contracts given out on the canals.
Tenders had been deliberately adver-
tised for and received, and contracts
were entered into with those who
offered to supply the rails at the low-
est prices. The practice of his depart-
ment was to let his chief officers open
the tenders, and it was only when the
tenders were afterwards brought before
him with the recommendation of his
chief officers that they were dealt with.
He invariably took the lowest; and iii
accordance with that practice Mr. Tru-
deau placed himself in communication
with Messrs. Cox &- Green, the lowest
tenderers, and they were offered the
whole lot at the same price, but they
refused to take them. They then
passed on to the next lowest. It was
the usual practice of iron firms in
England to act through agents
in this country. The Government did
not receive a single tender from any
of the principals in England. There
were two from manufacturers in the
United States. lIe believed all, or
noarly all, the tenders were sent in
through agents.

Mr. WORKMAN--I sent mine in myW
own name.

Ilon. Mr. MACKENZIE said lie
had declined to make any contracts
with agents. The contracts were
sent to England for approval,
and deposits were made as secur-
ity for the performance of them,
and then they were signed. Greater
care could not possibly have been taken
tQ guard the publie interest and insure
the fulfilment of these contracts. The
advertisement calling for tenders pro-
vided that about one .half should be de-
livered in 1875, and the remaininlg
half in 1876. Considerably more than
half had been delivered. About 32,-
000 tons -had been delivered here and
in British Columbia, leaving 17,500
tons yet to come. The Government
knew in connection with the purchase,
that in the event of rails getting
higher, or in the event of their not
being able to use them as fast as they
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Lad anticipated, they would require a
very considerable quantity to complete
the Intercolonial. The hon. gentle-
man opposite had insinuated that the
Government were taking up old rails,
and giving them away for nothing, in
order to find a place for a quantity of
the new rails. It had beon the policy
of the late Governnent, and was the
policy of this Government, to proceed
as fast as possible in laying steel rails
on the railroads of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, and that policy bad
neither been delayed nor accelerated
by this purchase. Work was going on
steadily, and 10,000 tons would bc re-
quired in addition to what was on
the ground there. Now, as to the
price. le had made an eniquii-y very
recently, through a friend, of the
President of the Great Western Com-
pany, the Right Honorable Mr.
Childers, and found the Great Western
Company had very recontly purchased
some 11,000 tons, requiring them to be
inspected in lengths, something liko
our own, and they had to pay £11
sterli ng, dolivered in Montreal-almost
exactly the same price as was paid for
those which this Government had con-
tractod for in the winter of 1874. le
believed iow, as ho did thon, that the
transaction was a wise one. Hon.
gentlemen opposite, however, had
asked what right the Government had
to make this purchaso without the
authority of Parliament. Well, it so
happened they did not pay any money
without the arthority of Parliament.
Not a dollar was paid on these contracts
until the 13th of April, 1875, and the
louse adjourned on the 7th or ,-th of
that month. The contracts for the
steel rails were laid on the table in
due course. lon. gentlemen might
-conscientiously say that they had no
eonstitutional right under the Pacifie
Railway Act to do as they had done;
but he maintained the contrary. It
vas for the House to determine who
vas in the right.

As to the wisdom of making the
purchase at that particular time, he
vould say that he had been guided by
the views of prominent officers in his
department, when they at all accorded
with his own, and he had never seen
any reason to deviate from that rule.
The Chief Engineer had advised the

purchase as absolutely necessary.
Tþey discussed th. matter
for many days, and ho came to
the conclusion that the Chief
Engineer was right. They thon ex-
pected to be able to lay the entire
Pembina Branch during the past year,
but it would be observed that if they
had obtained connection with the
United States railway at Pembina,
notwithstanding the time of the pur-
chase, they could not have got the
rails on the ground in time and laid
60 miles. They had also expected
last summer to transport them from
Montreal to Duluth, and from thence
into the interior; but with all their
exertions, they were only able to have
2,180 tons delivered at Rted River;
and if they had connection made as
they anticipated at Pembina, they
would bo unable to have railwav
communication with Winnipeg until
nearly the close of the sumnimer. At
present somo 2,600 tons of rails were
at Duluth, and several months would
be roquired to removo them to the
spot where they wero wanted; and
even thon when there these would not
be sufficient to complete this one
branch from Pemubina to Fort Garry.
They also hopod, when the poliey was
adopted of which ho should speak (ho
dwelt upon it during the last previous
Session), concerning the construction
of the Pacifie Railway, they thought
thoy vould have at least 70 miles oast
of Red River graded during this con-
ing summier. About 25 miles were
now completed, gradod and roady for
the ties and rails, and before the end
of next summer the ontire 70 or 77
miles would bo so prepared. It would
be utterly impossible for the Govern-
ment, notwilhstanding all the exer-
tions which they might make during
the coming year, to get the rails there
for laying this part of the road. They
expected also previous to, next summer
to have the road graded to Lake
Shebandowau fromn Fort William. He
would deal with this question more
fully in Committee, and he would sim-
ply say this-that twenty-five miles
were now completely graded, on which
rails would be laid the moment spring
openod. The forty-five miles embraced
in this contract could be easily graded
during the coming season; this would
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show tho extent to which they were
prepared to use the rails, and the fore-
sight and wisdom of the Chief Engi-
neer in making the recommendation
he did. H1e would read a memorandum
prepared by the Chief Engineer only
two or throe months ago, which had
lain in his office, but of which he was
not aware until two or three weeks
after it was there:-

"CANADIAN PiCIFIC RAILWAY,
" OFFIcE OF TH ENGINEER IN CHIEF,

I OTTWA, Jan. 21 1876.

"F. Braun, Esquire,
" Secretary Public Works Department:

"SIR,---I would wish to draw the attention of
the Department to the necessity of making
arrangements for the transport if rails, as soon
as the navigation opens.

" The rails are required at places so far in-
land that it becomes necessary to forward
them in advance of the time when they can
actually be used, in order to prevent delays.

" To illustrate what I mean, at the close of
last season we had graded and ready for track-
laying about 80 miles in the Province of
Manitoba, requiring, with provision for sid-
ings, about 7,500 tons of rails ; but the total
quantity of rails we succeeded in getting to
Red River, up to the end of last year, was only
2,188 tons.

" In the event of the Government deciding
to contract for extending the construction of
the line to Rat Portage and to Lake Manitoba,
a great extent of the grading is so light, espe-
cially between Selkirk and Lake Manitoba,
and that itis quite possible to have 280 miles in
all, ready for rail-laying in the Manitoba Dis,
tricts before the end of the present year ; so
that if a tot-il of 26,000 tons of rails could be de,
livered tbere this year, it would b, quite
possible to use them. I do not think, however,
it would be practicable at any reasonable cost
to deliver so large a quantity by the existing
means of communication; but I desire to direct
the attention of the Department to the import-
ance of entering into arrangenments without any
loss of time, for the transportation of as large
a quantity of rails as possible during the
coming season.

" Immediately northwest of Lake Superior
we have already graded about 18 miles, re,
quiring (including sidings) about 1,700 tons.
By the end of the present year we may possi.
bly have 50 to 60 miles in all graded, requir-
ing 5,000 tons of rails, in that district.

" These two estimates would give a total of
31,000 tons, which if forwarded before the end
of the present vear, might be laid as they ar.
rived, or soon afterwards.

The total quantity of rails sent forward to
Duluth and Thunder Bay (of which 2,188 tons
have reached Red River) for the work above
referred to in Manitoba and northwest of Thun-
der Bay, is 10,383 tons, so that the forwarding
of an additional quantity of 20,000 tons may
soon be required.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

" The following quantities of rails have, up
to the end of last season's navigation, been
received:-

Tons.
" Piled at Lachine Canal..........10,978

" " Kingston ............... 4,806
" " Montreal............... 311

Tons....... ...... 16,095
" If from those be deducted 8,000 tons which

the Government bas undertakeri to furnish for
the Georgian Bay Branch, there would remain
only about 8,000 tons to go West, and I would
advise that steps be immediately taken to
secure the transportation of at least that
quantity on the best terms.

"I am, &c., &c.,
"(Signed), SANDFORD FLEMING."

He gave these statements from the
officer in charge to show what was
his opinion of the transaction, and the
necessity of making the purchase at
that particular time. If it should
pr-ove otherwise, if this officer was
thon as greatly deceived as had been
the Commissionersý of the Intercolonial
Railway, and if the Governmient were
deceived as to the quantity they could
use on the Intercolonial Railway-the
cases were entirely parallel----what
was there in this ? Was it supposed
that they were to be infallible, and
that it was impossible for them to
make any error ? He did not believe
that ho had erred ; lie was prepared to
defend his course, and ho defied any
man-there or anywhere else-to show
a single improper action or a single
wrong statement in connection with
the transaction from first to last. He
knew the object many gentlemen
had in view ; they had been quite
willing, if they could, in order to nake
political capital, to attack and sacrifice
his personal character; but lie hoped
that in his course, as Minister and
member of the Ilouse, he had carefully
avoided anything which could, by the
remotest possible implication, subject
him to the just censure of any honest
man.

le had nothing further to say on
the matter, save again to express his
earnest hope and firm belief that the
large majority of the members of the
House (and inight, he iot also hope a
majority of the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, who were opposed to him politi-
cally ?) would not hesitate at once to
record their disapproval of the means
taken to attack the Government and
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himself personally, for political ends,
with reference to this transaction.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER was not surpris-
ed to find that hon. gentlemen opposite
were quite as ready to accept in ad-
vance the defence of the hon. gentle-
man as to endorse it after the hon.
gentleman had taken bis seat. The
enthusiasm with which the hon. gentle.
man, on rising, was greeted, was he
thought if anything greater thon
that which accompanied the conclusion
of the hon. gentleman's statement. He
was not at all surprised, because he
vas certain that there was not one

hon. gentleman on either side of the
louse, who with the facts and history
of this tranasaction before bim, could
for a single moment erlorsc the state-
ment with which the hon. gentleman
closed bis remaarks-that ho was now
prepared to defend what lie had done.
When the hon. gentleman said that
ho was not infallible, and that he was
liable to make mistakes, he (Mr.
Tupper) thought that ho (Mr'. Mac-
kenzie)had carried the House with him;
when in view of the faets as they
now stood before the people of this
country with relation to this transac-
tion, the hon. gentleman said that
he had nothing to regret in this
connection and that ho was pre-
pared to defend it. He (Mr. Tup-
per) maintained that the hon. gentle-
man took a position which no
commercial man in this country
would endor-e. When the hon. gen-
tleman complained of somo state-
monts made by his hon. friend from
Hastings when opening this dis-
cussion, the hon. gentleman ought nlot
to forget that if mistakes were made
no one was so much to blame for it as
the hon. gentleman himself. The hon.
gentleman ought to remember that on
the 18th of February he had put a
motion on the notice paper calling his
attention to the fact that the most
minute information touching the whole
of this tr>nsaction was to be asked for
by the House; and yet, though this was
the 31st of Mai-eh, and the infor-
mation required could have been
laid on the table in twenty-four hours,
this motion, carried by the House, re-
mained unanswered. The hon. gentle-
man had not been just to himself; if
the hon. gentleman felt that the course

he had pursued could not be success-
fully impungned, and that he had
nothing to regret in the whole of this
transaction, it was due to himself, to
the great party lie led, to the Govern-
ment of which he was a member and
to the characters of the publie men of
all parties that ho should have laid on
the table, in response to the demand of
Parliament, the most full and explicit
information. The hon. gentleman in-
stead of regarding bis motion as an
attack ought to have accepted it in the
spirit of friendship. The hon. gentle-
man knew the condition of the public
mind as well as any person in or out of
the House, and it was no secret to the
hon. gentleman that there had been
widely diffused over this cou.ntry, in
fact from one end to the other, the im-
pression that there were features con-
nected with this transaction which
were not creditable to him as a publie
man, or to the high position he occu-
pied.

lon. Gentlemen- No! no!

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Was there a
man in the Hiouse, who would deny
that abroad, over the face of this coun-
try, were hundreds and thousands of
men who had been most painfully
impressed with this transaction ?

The hon. gentleman himself would
not endorse a statement to the con-
trary ; the hon. gentleman had stood in
his presence on the hustings, when
men of the highest respectability and
of the highest character had impugned
the hon. gentleman's motives with re-
gard te this transaction. He accord-
ingly asked the lon. member for
Hamilton if he or any other hon.
gentleman dared to assert that he
(Mr. Tupper) was not speaking with-
in the strictest bounds of accuracy
when he said-whether rightly or
wrongly, however mistaken their
impression might be-there did exist
a most painful impression, spread
broadcast over this country, that fea-
tures were connected with this trans-
action, which wore most reprehensible
and indefensible. They were, neverthe-
less, left in ignorance, without a par-
ticle of information with relation to it.
le could not undertake to controvert

the statement of the hon. gentleman
that this first advertisement was
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published in the papers the hon.
gentleman had mentioned; but he
believed the hon. gentleman to be
entirely in error. The hon. member
said that he did not speak from his own
personal knowledbe, but that he had
instructed officers in the department
to do so, and that he assumed it was
done. He (Mr. Tupper) did not
believe that the first advertisement
had been sent to New York,, and he
would give his reasons why. It would
seem simply absurd to advertise- in
Ncw York for the purpose of obtaining
tenders, on the 29th of the month, to
be roceived on the 8th of the month
following. Was this possible? Why,
the hon. member for Montreal West
had stated that he was obliged to
come up here for the purpose of ex-
amining the specifications on which to
base bis tender.

Mr. WORKMAN-Pardon me ; I
never came here at all.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Very well.
He said Mr. Darling came up for the
purpose ofexamining the specifications.

M)Ir. WORIdIAN--I beg your par-
don; Mr. Darling came up on other
business.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-I would like
to ask on what he tendered if' he had
110 specifications?

.Mr. WORKMAN--I wrote up from
my office, and I asked for a copy of
the specifications, which I obtained.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER----That would
do. The hon. gentleman, who lived
within a day's communication of
Ottawa, wrote to secure information in
relation to the specifications; but
what would people in New York do
under such circumstances.

The hon. gentleman knew that in
Chicago one of' the largest rolling
mills on this continent was to be found,
and he believed that if the hon. gentle-
man would investigate this matter ho
would learn that lie could have bought
and delivered rails for the Pembina
road cheaper in Chicago, and of the
same description, than throug-h the
mode the hon. gentleman had adopted
for the purpose. These mills rolled out
something like three miles per day;
at least they possessed such capacity.

He would now draw the attention
Hon. Mr. Tuppi.

of hon. gentlemen of the House, to a
circumstance which had produced the
most painful impression on the public
mind with regard to this transaction,
which was utterly unworthy of the busi-
ness talent, to say the least of it, and of
the public character the hon. gentle-
man enjoyed in Canadae This was a
matter of fire-side gossip all nyer the
country. and therefore the hon. gen-
tleman, in his own vindication and in
vindication of the high position he oc-
cupied, of the reputation of Canadian
public men, to whatever party or sec-
tion of the country they belonged,
vas in the best possible position

to meet these points, and to deal
with the things which suggested
themselves und* the circumstances
if' lie was satisfied that everything
in this connection was not only
pure and straightforward, but reflected
credit upon the high position he occu-
pied. They had the fact that when
the hon. gentleman was sitting on that
side of the House lie voted for the
resolution declaring the Pacifie Rail-
way must be built by a private com-
pany aided by a grant of' public lands
and money, and that it never should be
built in any other way. He gave his
pledge as a statesman in regard to the
mode of carrying ont this work to the
people of this country. But imme-
diately after he obtained power he ig-
nored his pledge and changed his policy
in an hour. During his Ministerial
election lie declared that they had
determined to build the road as a pub-
lic work. When Parliament anet one
of his first measures was to abolish
the Commissioners of the Intercolonial
Railroad and put that road under
the sole control of the Minister of
Public Works. He did not say the
hon. gentleman did not do this
in the public interost. He was
merely calling his attention to the
sequence of events. The hon. gentle-
man, when he brought forward his
Pacifie Railway policy, repeated his
plodge that no expenditure of public
money should take place without a
direct vote from Parliament. On the
9th of May, 1874, he said:-" They
" proposed to do nothing by this Bill
"without Parliament directing them
"(hear, hear). What did they move
"time aftor time when on the other
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"side of the fouse, and when the hon.
"gentleman was sitting on this side ?
"They submitted that the plans and
"contracts should be submitted to

Parliament and approved of (hear,
"hear), and that, too, before a single
"dollar would be expended upon the
"work. The hon. gentleman said they
4only provided certain contracts, but
"lhe must have failed to read the first
"clauses of the Bill, or he could not
"have made the assertion. The Gov-
"ernment proposed to ask a vote
"of the HRouse for every cent of
" money before it was expended."

The House would agree with him
that after such a declaration as that
the country would be naturally startled
when they heard that this same gen-
tleman had, without a vote for a single
dollar, made a contract for 50,000 tons
of steel rails costing $2,665,000. In
another place the government had
undertaken to meet this statement by
saying that the money was voted before
it cane due. The lion. gentleman
would hardly venture to make so
pucrile a statement as that in the
House, because he knew he was bound
to make no engagements to spend a
single dollar without the consent of
Parliament, His hon. friend from
South Wentworth amused the House
the other day by putting the public
debt in silver and then calculating the
number of teams it would require to
draw it. Hie would like the lion. gen-
tleman to put these $2,665,000 into
cents and then calculate the number
ot teams it would take to draw this
violation of the law by the Ministry he
so faithfully supported. The next
event in the course of this transac-
tion whic attracted public attention
was the fact that the brother
of the hon. gentleman left his home at
Sarnia and went some 500 to Montreal
to form a special copartnership for
four years with the tirm of Cooper,
Fairman & Company.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is not
truc that he went there to form a co-
partnership.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-What is the
fact ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[E -Whatever
partnership there was, was formed two
years before and was then about term-
inated.

68

Hon. Mr. TUPPER was glad the
correction had been made, because he
was under the imp, ession that the
partnership was forme I subse1 uently.
The .act, however, remained that the
hon. gentleman had a brother in com-
pany with Cooper, Fairma i & Com-
pany. He regretted having to refer
to this portion of the subject at all, but
the hon. gentleman had made a most
unjustifiable assault on a gentleman
who was not in the House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE--Yes; and
I would do it again.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER, after condenn-
ing the conduct of the Hon. the First
Minister in this respect, said t ie hon.
gentleman had undertaken to justify
the steel rail contract by reference to
the Intercolonial Railroad, but there
was no analogy between the two. The
rails for the Intercolonial were not
ordered until it was supposed, in accor-
dance with the mode in whieh the
works were being carried on, that they
would be required. The contract
under consideration involved the pur-
chase of rails and their being delivered
years before they could be used. He
had in his hand a niote fron one of the
Intereolonial Railroad Commissionerîs.
It was as follows:- -" The arrangemen t
" with manufactuirers foi IntercoloniaI
"rails wa- to manufacture and deliver
"as they were required for laying.
" The figures named prevented Gov-
" ernment fron ealling for more than
" that quantity within the time (to
" save interest aud rust)." He trusted
this would show the hon. gentleman
that ho had quoted this contract in
vain as a comparison. He had over-
looked the tact that the Intercoloijal
contract was made on a rising market,
while the one under eonsideration was
made on a falling market, aid was,
consequently, an unsound commercial
transaction and utterly indefensible.

It being six o'clock the House rose
for recess.

AFTER REcESS.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

Bill to enable Ozro Morril to obtain
a patent for certain inventions and im-
pr-ovements in sewing machine shut-
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ties passed through Committee of the
Whole.

Bill to change the naie of the
the Securitv Permanent Building and
Savings Society to that of • The
Security Lonn and Savings Company,
was read the second and third time
and passed.

THE STEEL RAILS CONTRACTS.

Hon Mr. TUPPER resumed his
speech. He said he had been calling
attention, when the House rose for
recess, to the uncominercial character
,of the transaction, and the discrepancy
between the statements of the Premier
and of Messrs. Darling and Workman.
He (Mr. Tupper) did not impute in-
tentional inaccuracy to the hon. gen-
tleman, having seen enou'gh in Parlia-
ment to be convinced that such
imputations were gene rally made to
sustain a weak cause. The Chief En-
gineer had been quoted by Mr. Work-
man as the principal one who had
advised the purchase. From the fol-
lowing statement of Mr. Workman in
his elective address, it would appear
that the Premier had sent for Mr.
Fleming. The circumstances attending
the purchase of the rails were as fol-
lows :--" About September, 1874, Mr.
"Brydges, the Chief Commissioner of
"the Intercolonial Railway lad repre-

sented to the Minister of Public
Works, who was the Premier, that a

" certain quantity of steel rails were
required, and that the price being

"very low, that was the best time to
"make the purchase. Mr. Mackenzie
" sent for Mr. Fleming, an engineer of
"the highest repute and Chief Engi-
"neer to the Government railways,
"and le also advised it vas a judicious

time to make the purchase." That
was the account of the transaction given
by the hon. member for Montreal West,
who had evidently been instructed
either by the Premier or by Mr. Brydges
himself. ie (Mr. Tupper) was very
much surprised to hear the Premier
quote as a precedent for this that the
late Government or the Commissioners
of the Intercolonial Railway had pur-
chased iron for the Miramichi bridge
a long time before it was required.
The hon. gentleman knew that the
dejaf in connection with that brid:gc
arose from the discovery, as the work

Hon. Mr. TUPPER.

proceeded, of what at one time was
supposed to be an insuperable difliculty
that threatened to prevent the building
of the structure at that place at all. It
was scarcely in point to quote this as
a justification.

The hon. gentleman had ordered
50,000 tons of rails, sufficient to lay
550 miles of roadway, and it would be
years before they would be required,
judging from the present position of
the Canadian Pacifie Railway for which
they were purchased ; and he did not
tbink that he went too far when he
said that they would not be required
for several years. He would assume
that interest only required to be paid
for two years, and this allowed, he
thought that all he or any party had
ever claimed, that from a commercial
point of view a loss to the country had
been incurred in connection with this
transaction, would be fully established.
He did not think that any hon. gentle-
man on the Treasury Benches, or any
hon. member who had any knowledge
of the present position of the railway,
would venture to say that it would be
possible, with all the exertions which
the Government could make, to pre-
vent a loss in this relation of interest
on the average of two years. The
portions of the Canadian Pacifie which
at that time it was proposed to con-
struct comprised 45 miles, from Thun-
der Bay to Shebandowan ; 144 miles
from Rat Portage to Red River; 55
miles on the proposed line from
Nanaimo to Esquimalt, and 85 miles
from Burnt Lake to Georgian Bay-in
all 339 miles. The construction of 65
miles of railway between Pembina and
Fort Gary was also intended ; and yet
the extraordinary course was adopted
of providing for the 339 miles of road
sufficient steel rails for 550 miles. The
Minister of Public Works knew, when
he laid the contract on the table of the
House two years ago for the building
of the Georgian Bay branch, he (Mr.
Tupper) ventured to tell him that what
he proposed was wild in the extreme.
This contract provided for the building
of 85 miles of road through an un-
known country, over which the foot of
an engineer had never travelled ; and
yet its construction within eighteen
months was pledged. No person
c>uld expeet that this was pos-
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ýsible to be accomplished ; and
what was the result ? These 85
miles were abandoned, and not even
one mile of it had been located. This
was a standing monument of the hon.
gentleman's incapacity, to say the least
of it. Where, also,was the Nanaimo and
Esquimalt Railway ? He would not
have felt it necessary to dwell on these
matters as he was doing if the hon.
gentleman had frankly told the House
that he had acted with the best inten-
tions; that he, as were all men, was
liable to err, that he had made a serious
mistake, and thrown himself on the
House to be judged by his intentions
and not by his success ; but this was
not the course the hon. gentleman had
pursued, On the contrary, the lion.
gentleman bad de-lared that he was
prepared to defend the course he had
fbllowed, and refused to admit that he
had committed the slightest error.
What had the hon. gentleman to say
to the British Columbia feature of the
question ? He thought that he was
correct in saying that from 5,000 to
10,000 tons of rails-lhe could not say
which, but he believed that it was
the former figure-had been shipped
from London to British Columbia after
the defeat of the Bill in the Senate
The fact remained that this road had
been abandoned, and to retrieve the
blunder he had committed in plac-
ing the Act in this regard on the
Statute -Book, the hon. gentleman
had attempted to buy his peace
with $750,000 more of public money.
They had lost besides $750,000 at least
on the steel rails, and this made in all
one and a half millions.

They had been told that the great
policy of the Government was to uti-
lize the water stretches, as otherwise
we would in vain seek the means of
Iconstructing the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way at all. While the hon. gentleman
and his colleagues were proclaiming
to the world that Canada was in a most
disastrous and ruinous position in con-
sequence of the engagement to build
this road, the hon. gentleman volun-
teered to locate 65 miles of railway
from Pembina alongside of the finest
water communication to be found in
any part of the country and equal to
any traffic. The resuit was that por-
tions of the road were being washed

68½

away. It was utterly useless to pro-
ceed with the work and lay the track
unless the hon. gentleman had some
assurance of an immediate intention to
provide railway communication be-
tw;een the American line and Pembina;
and the hon. gentlemaan who rushed
into these wild, extravagant and irra-
tional contracts so incapable of comple-
tion, bought 50,000 tons of rails on the
English market to be laid on roads
which it was well known could not be
built, and which in two cases had been
abandoned and in another deferred ;
yet the hon. gentleman defended his
policy and claimed credit for making
an excellent bargain. It was insult-
ing to the intelligence of any hon.
member to tell him at this moment
that the evidence in this connection
did not stand as if written with a sun-
beam, clear and incontrovertible ; that
a great mistake had been made, and
that a great loss had been inflicted on
the country by the purchase of these
rails on a falling market. The Inter-
colonial Commissioners had purchased
on a rising market, showing their
wisdom, and thus had succeeded in
their venture. The hon. gentleman,
however, had bought on a falling
market, and the transaction would
remain as long as Canadian history was
read as one of the gravest blunders
any publie man in Canada ever con-
mitted. The lon. Mr. Smith, speak-
ing in another place, stated that
within his own knowledge, steel rails of
good quality, to the amount of 25,000
tons, had been purehased for £7 15s
per ton ; and before he (Mr. Tupper)
had ventured to say a word in public
on this question, he had the authority
of a contractor engaged in building a
railway, for his statements. Without
reference to this transaction, he had
asked this contractor what his prospects
were, and the reply had been that if
he (the contractor) only could raise
the money now, he could get the rails
on the most advantageous terms. The
best of steel rails at this moment made
by the Ebbw Vale Company could be
purchased for £8 per ton.

They had heard the statement of the
hon. member for Montreal West, who
said that he was prepared to stand
up and pledge his reputation as a sound
financier and a commercial man of
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high standing, that this transaction
was a good -one. The hon. member
had been a remarkably cautious and
successful merehant, but could not claim
infallibility as a commercial man. when
everybody knew that within the last
two or three years the hon. gentle-
man himself, in one transaction, hav-
ing bought in a falling market, had
sunk $97,000 of his own money; hence
the hon. gentleman must not expect
his ipse dixit to be accepted as infallible
evidence that a transaction must be
good because be ventured to express
such an opinion. He held in his hands
some correspondence that had passed
betweeii Mr. Bickford, of Toronto, and
one of the largest and most successful
iron merchants in this country. It
was dated Suffolk Lane, Cannon Street,
London, 1lth of February, 1876.
When he mentioned the name of that
gentleman, he mentioned one whose
opinion was as valuable an authority,
certainly, as that of the hon. member
for Montreal West or the hon member
for Hamilton, who seemed to question
bis opinion. In this it was stated-
"Steel rails are very low." le asked
the hon. gentleman whether any one
undertook to controvert the truth of
this statement made by a man on the
spot in London ? Was notthe Great
Western Railway of England the finest
in Great Britain, and was it not most
particular as to its rails and locomo-
tives, &c., everything being of the very
first quality?

This gentleman continued :-" The
"Great Western Railway Company
"wanted some 13,000 tons, which
"they got from the Dowlais Company of
"Ironmasters, one of the first in Great
"Britain, at £8 3s. 6d." He asked
whether, with evidence of this kind,
any person in this country could stand
up and endorse the statement of the
First Minister that he had secured
these 50,000 tons of steel rails at a
favourable price. At the very low-
est calculation over $500,000 was
sunk in the purchase. They must,
moreover, pay interest on these rails
for two years at least; and at four per
cent. on the amount mentioned by the
First Minister, this would be $133,250
a year, or 6266,500 for the two years.
It was impossible for any person with
the slightest knowledge of the present

Hon. Mr. TuppER.

condition of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
road to come to any other conclusion
than that we had lost two years
interest on this transaction. He was
satisfied that he was below the figure
when he said $750,000 had been lost to
the country through the want of
judgment on the part of the Minister
of Public Works. With regard to the
amount paid for steel rails for the In-
tercolonial Railway,the General Super-
intendent had authority to purchase
everything required for the mainten-
ance of the road, and the late Govern-
ment had nothing whatever to do with
it, and more than that the quantity
was purehased after the present Gov-
ernment came in. The lon. Minister
of Justice had stated at a public meeting
in Toronto :--" Instead of that they
"had, with regard to the Intercolonial
"Railway, one of the finest finished
"roads in point of construction on the
"continent, and laid with steel rails of
"a very good quality, as they ougiht
"to be, seeing they cost about 50 per
"per cent; more than the first class
"rails which were now about to be
"laid on the Pacifie Railway.
"(Cheers.)" An addition of50 per cent.
to $54.65 would give $81.97, but
the record showed that the rails
used on the Intercolonial cost
only $58.16 per ton, $3.51 more
than the cost of the rails purchased for
the Pacifie Railway. The hon. member
for West Montreal had referred to a
circular as an authority for the price
of iron, but a circular was no evidence
as to the lowest rate at which iron
could be bought. In proof of this
statement he referred to a statement
made by Mr. Crawshay, an influential
iron master in England, to his opera-
tives, in which he said that while the
prices were put in the circular every-

ody knew that those prices were not
obtained, and that the actual purchases
were made at figures altogether below
those contained in the circular. But
it was stated by the hon. gentleman
that it was intended to use some of the
steel rails for the Intercolonial Rail-
way. Now, under the law, he was
precluded from using a single rail for
any such purpose. Parliamentary
Government was not worth a rush if
Government could ask for a vote for
rails for the Canadian Pacifie Railway
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-and use them on the Intercolonial
Railway.

Everyone had an interest in protect-
ing the reputation of our public men.
A party could not be struck down by
assaulting the characters of its leaders
without inflicting an almost irreparable
blow on the whole country. If there
were people all through the Dominion
who were ready to believe statements
against the reputation of our public
men, it was largely owing to the fact

*that hon. gentlemen opposite, in their
anxiety to obtain power, had set the
example. He was not disposed to
follow the same course. It was in the
interest of Canada that those who
occupied the Treasury Benches should
be able to show a clear justification of
their public acts, and no one would be
more happy than himself(Mr. Tupper)
if the hon. gentleman could free him-
self from the charges made against
him. As for the commercial character
of the transaction, it was but right
that public attention should be drawn
to it, and public sentiment should be so
expressed as to prevent this or any
future Government from dealing with
the funds of the people in sueh an utterly
indefensible manner, and not only
expend public money without
authority, but at the same time injure
the very principles of Parliamentary
Government upon which our free
institutions are based.

Mr. WOOD believed the vindication
of the Premier would be satisfactory to
everybody who wished to look at this
matter in a fair light. It had been
said that steel rails could be bought for
£8, but it was not stated how they
were made or to what inspection they
were subject. First-class rails could
not be had for any such price. He
had had 30 years experience in the iron
trade and handled a good deal more
than the hon. members for Hastings
or Cumberland, and ho denied that
first-elass steel rails could be bought
for £8 per ton. When the hon. mem-
ber for Hastings, during this debate,
made the statement that they were
sold for £7 15t.. he (Mr. Wood) was
astounded, and telegraphed to his
buyer to ascertain the quotations in
Liverpool. This was the reply:-" No

bonâ fide quotations lower ths n
4' £7 17s. 6d. for bar iron." The last

circular, dated about the same time as
the quotation given by the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland, gave from £9 to
£11 per ton as the priée for steel rails
in Liverpool, f.o.b. The rails pur-
chased by the Premier were dclivered
in Montreal at $53.53. The quotations
given by the hon. member for Hast-
ings were no criterion at all, because
the length of rail and inspection en-
tered into the cost of rails. The steel
rails which could be purchased for £8
per ton were not fit for the Intercolo-
nial or the Pacifie Railway. It had
been asserted that in Chicago there
was a rolling mill which would deliver
rails at Thunder Bay, Duluth, or the
mouth of French River cheaper than
they could be supplied by English
firms. The same firm had a rolling
mill at Cleveland,, and while visiting
that establishment he had enquired
what they would deliver rails for.
They replied $75. When he reached
home, supposing it might be 875 ;ur-
rency, he telegraphed to the firm and
received a reply that it was gold, and
the price of rails were very little lower
now than when the Governmer t bought.
He denied that the iron market was a
guide to the price of steel rails.. He
had seen iron selling at £6.15s, while
steel rails cost £16. The transac-
tion was most advantageous. As a
business man, he heartily approved
of it. About the same time lie had
purchased some iron himself thinking
the price low, but he could have bought
it cheaper if he had waited a month
longer. The Government had acted
wisely in the matter and were entitled
to the thanks of the country for their
prudence and forethought.

Mr. THOMPSON (Welland) said he
was slow to believe charges against a
Government. They might err in
judgment, but he believed they always
acted in the best interests of the coun-
try. It could not be said that the
purchase of twenty or thirty thousand
tons of rails involved a matter of prin-
ciple. In his opinion the Govern-
ment had acted according to their
judgment, just as any merchant might
have done. Even if the Premier had
made a bad bargain he was not deserv-
ing of censure on that account, but the
hon. gentleman had shown it was no
mistake to buy at the time. As there
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was no trick or dishonesty about the
transaction, it was a paltry thing for
the Opposition to make sucli a charge
against the Governme-at.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) said the
hon. member for Hamilton seemed de-
sirous to atone for his late rebellion
against the Government. The hon.
gentleman no doubt had considerablo
experience in the purchase of iron, but
it was doubtful if lie had ever bought a
rail in his life. He (Mr. Cameron) was
quite satisfied the hon. gentleman did
not understand that market.

The hon. member for Cumberland
had stated that the rails the price of
which he quoted, were supplied to the
Great Western Railway of England,
and he thought that this was quite
sufficient to show that their value and
quality were at least equal-and more
probably far superior-to the quality
furnished for the Pacific Railroad.
The iMersey Company steel rails were
of very inferior quality, for he hap-
pened to have some knowledge of
these matters, and he knew also
that his hon. friend from Hamilton
must be entirely ignorant of the sub-
ject. Steel rails were not at present
quoted at £9 11s per ton ; this was a
great exaggeration, for no such quota-
tion had been made for many months
-at least not during the past twelve
months. There had never been such
a difference between the highest and
lowest ratings as from £2 to £3 per
tQn; the usual difference between
the inspected and the ordinary rail in
England was from 5s. to 10s.

The hon. member for -Hamilton
showed that he was not familiar with
the subject; trie hon. gentleman had
been led on to say what he did by a
desire to atone for his act of rebellion
a short time ago.

Mr. DYMOND wanted to know what
dependence was to be placed on the
statements of a gentleman who, like
the hon. member for North Victoria,
showed a purely partisan spirit by
prefacing his speech on a simple and
practical question by an offensive
attack on the motives of an hon. gen-
tleman who happened to differ from
him. There was no ground whatever
for the insinuation that the hon. mem-
ber for Hamilton was seeking to atone

Mr. THoMJPSoN.

for a vote cast conscientiously on a
recent occasion against the Govern-
ment. He did not know how wise the
hon. member for North Victoria might
be on the subject of steel rails, but he
fancied that the hon. gentleman's in-
formation was, after all, only obtained
at second-hand. The real question at
issue was not the price at which rails
could now be purchased, but what was a
fair price at the time they were bought.
They knew now that there had been
the fullest advertisement of the tenders,
the most ample time for communica-
tion with the manufacturers inEngland,
and that so far from any favouritisn
having been shown by the Govern-
ment to the successful contractors, the
tender of so warm a supporter as the
member for Montreal West had been
rejected, although he had been willing
to supply the rails at a mere com-
mission profit of one and a half per
cent. But the fact was this whole
agitation hd its origin in politi-
cal feeling, as was clearly shown
by the time and manner of its
first introduction into public notice
LIn the report of the speech of one
of the candidates for Montreal
West, and which was reported in the
Montreal Gazette, the accusations were
in effect that the first thing the Pre-
mier did after attaining power was to
purchase these rails without tender
and without contract; that the Pre-
mier bought 40,000 tons from a firm of
which his brother was said to be a
partner; and that thonglh ostensibly
obtained for the Pacifie Railway, they
were then lying on the banks of the
Lachine Canal, all of which was un-
true. On a subsequent occasion, he
believed, the gravamen of the charge
was qual ified by its originator, who had
argued that no specifie accusation
of corruption had been made;
but looking at the political use made
of this affair in every part of the
country it was impossible to sec in the
motive any other than a direct and
deliberate attack on the character and
honour of the foremost public man in
the Dominion. He thought that lion-
est and respectable people were
generally disgusted with the conduct
of the Opposition in this matter. He-
had no fear for the result of the vote,
and he hoped that for once even some-
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hon. gentlemen opposite would rise
superior to pure partyism, and show
that they did not endorse this miserable
steel rail slander. The speeches of the
hon. members from Hamilton and
Montreal West had made it unneces-
sary to ask whether there had been
scandalous negligence, gross ignorance,
rashness or recklessness shown by the
head ot the Government and Minister
of Public Works. There was no
longer a shadow of reason for any such
imputation.

The motion, in effect, asked the
flouse to turn out the present Gern-
ment and put in the hon. member for
Cumberland. Now, what did the hon.
gentlemen opposite do when they were
in [power, and when they required
steel rails for the Intercolonial Rail-
way ? They required rails to the
value of £100,000 stg., and the Govern-
ment manager of that road was
empowered to make the purchase, not
only without contract or tender, but
even without reference to the Minister
to whom he was directly responsible.
He obtained a bill of exchange for
£6,000 fron the financial official
of the railway, which was placed
in the safe of a Liverpool firm, of
which his own brother-in-law was
the head, without one dollar of security
being given that the transaction would
ever be consunmated, the firm in
question being instructed to use thcir
own discretion in giving the order for
this large quantity of material. The
policy of the late Government with re-
gard to that business was sufficient
evidence to the House that it would
be better to sustain the present Ministry
than replace them with gentlemen
who were concerned in such transac-
tions as those which took place in
regard to the purchase of steel rails
from the firm of John Haivs &
Company.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
the hon. member for Hastings had (
moved an amendment by which it was t
evidently intended to leave the impres- c
sion upon the minds of hon. members c
that the advertisement for steel rails t
had only appeared in one paper; that
it appeared in that one paper for not 1
more than five days ; and that as a 1
result of the hasty way in which the
matter was negotiated, the country had f

sustained a loss of a million dollars.
The hon. member for Montreal West
had stated that he called the attention
of the Premier to the fact that the time
was too short, and that it should be
extended for four weeks ; but it had
been extended for five weeks before the,
First Minister's reply was received ;
while the latter gentleman explainýed
that instead of the notice being in one
paper only, it appeared in fifteen. It
was a matter for gratification that
gentlemen like the hon, member for
iVontreal West, were able to give
explanations as to the value of rails,
which were not only satisfactory to the
Ilouse but to the country; and the
fact that hon. members who were
perfectly conversant with the subject
were able to refute these statements,
precluded the possibility of a wrong
impression going to the country. The
hon. member for Montreal West, as well
as his hon. friend from lamilton, stated
that this'transaction was one not only
to be defended, but was a transaction
altogether unprecedentcd in the com-
mercial world for cheapness, consider-
ing the relative value of the material.
It had been said by the hon. member
for Cumberland that no co mmercial
man in the Hoiuse would have sustained
such a transaction. He w-as prepared
to defend it upon commercial prin-
ciples. He maintained that it was
highly uncommercial for anyone to
wait until he wanted a certain article
before ho bought. A commercial man
anticipatod his wants; if he desir'ed to
act prudently and buy carefiully, ho
took time to ascertain up what con-
ditions the goods could be delivered.
He considered that the Government
acted wisely in purchasing when the
chiof officers of the department re-
ported that the market was favourable.
They learned from the First Minister
hiimself that long and earnest delibera-
ion took place in reference to the pur-

chase of these rails, and he considered
hat any unprejudiced man on the floor
f the House must in view of the whole
ircumstances be prepared to defend
he purchase.

The First Minister had stated that
portions of these rails had to be de-
ivered in British Columbia and at the
Pembina branch, and that even with
al the care and management they
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eould exercise, it would require the
*hole of next season to have the rails
now at Duluth delivered at the latter

lace. What a mistake it must have
een, therefore, to have delayed the

purchase of those rails until they were
wanted.

Refei ence had been made to the low
price of rails at present. H1e callenged
any member of this House to prove
that contracts could be made based
upon present prices for delivery 12
months hence. In view of the facts as
they presented themselves to his mind,
he would in the interest of this House
and of this country vote against the am-
endment.

Mr. DOMVILLE said that before
voting on this question he wished to
state that he considered the purchase
was a bad one. It was true that suc-
cess was the touchstone of merit, and
by the world the end was considered
to justify the means-he meant to say
that if a man made a great coup and
and was successful, the world endorsed
him, but if he failed he was blamed.
'That was one ground why he would
vote against the Premier that night.
A good deal of money had been lost to
the country by this transaction, and he
contended that the Government should
have waited until they wanted the
rails before they made the purohase.
With regard to the transaction to
which the hon. member for North
York had referred, he desired to state
that the bill of exchange was not en-
dorsed when it was put in the safe
of the firm at Liverpool, and
that it was not endorsed until it was
required for use.

The question was, did the Premier
buy those rails properly? Was the
transaction constitutional ? Did he
make a good bargain ? Being a young
member, lie would leave such exper-
ienced gentlemen as the hon. mem-
bers of NortI York and Hamilton to
discuss the constitutional point. As a
business man, representing a business
.community, he (Mr. Domville) could
not endorse this purchase of steel rails.
Ue might go further and say be did
.mot endorse the building of the Pacific
IRailroad, but the faith of the country
was pledged to it, and if it should break
as the work must go on. If the road
had been constructed under the first

Mr. MACDONALD.

arrangement, the cost of it to the treas-
nry could not exceed $30,000,00) and
50,000,000 acres of land. Companies
might be ruined but the country would
be the gainer. Now, however, the
country was saddled with the under-
taking and might be ruined in carry-
ing it through.

He thought before those rails were
bought it would have been better to
see if we could not manufacture them
in our own country. By anticipating
the requirements of the country, not
only hVas a large sum lost to the Trea-
sury, but a grievous wrong was done to
our people, especially those of Nova
Scotia, who possessed all the materials
for manufacturing rails.

Mr. PLUMB said that iin voting in
favour of the resolution he disclaimed
any intention of imputing improper
motives to any member of the Goveru-
ment connected with the transaction in
question, but he desired simply to speak
of and judge it as a matter of business,
and to support the resolution because
it affirmed a sound business principle,
which he trusted would be emphatically
endorsed by this House. It was the
duty of the Government to buy its
supplies when they were required
within a reasonable time, and no
Ministry was called upon or expected
to be responsible for a rise or fall in
the market, if this principle, the only
safe one, were adopted. The Govern-
ment was a strong purchaser, buying
for cash, and could always obtain the
most favourable terms. It ought there-
fore to be governed only by its require-
ments, and should not be tempted to
buy in advance of its needs. It was
evident there was a great departure
from this principle in the purchase now
in question, because although the
contracts were entered into in the
autumn of 1874, the rails were still
unused, and although the House was
informed that 26,000 tons would
be laid, probably, in the course of
this summer and autumn, that did
not show there was any necessity
for purchasing them when they
were bought. He thought it would
be a very dangerous principle to
establish, even by implication, that
the officers of the Government were to
judge speculatively what would be the
proper time for-purchasing the articles
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require- for the publie use. He did
not agree with the hon. members for
Hamilton and Centre Toronto in the
opinion that the Government should
act as commercial men. It was a lame
argument for the Premier to use in ex-
cuse for not having obtained the sanc-
tion of Parliament for the purchase,
to state that no payment was made
before the contracts were submitted to
Parliament. The contracts were
entered into six months before Parlia-
ment met last year, and nobody, of
course. would think of repudiating a
transaction which was completed. A
good deal had been said about the
quality of the rails; but about one-balf
,of them had been purchased from the
Mersey Company at $54 26. There
wore other manufacturers who turned
out i ails much superior to theirs. The
member for North York had ridiculed
the'hon. member for North Victoria
for assuming to speak about the mar-
ket for rails. It was a mistake to
assert that because the hon. member
for North Victoria was a lawyer he
knew nothing about steel rails. The
hon. gentleman had long experience
in the business, and during the last
few years had purchased over 15,000
tons, and was in constant communica-
tion with the large English iron bro-
kers. Though this transaction had, no
doubt, been made in good faith, this
House ought to mark distinctly and
emphatically its judgment upon a pur-
chase made so far in advance of the
necessities of the country and which
was speculative in its character. Such

ýa large transaction as this made so
hastily, apparently under pressure,
should be condemned. The very fact of
going into the market in that way, and
for such a large quantity of rails, was
enough to realise a difference in prices
and cause an advancé in the market.
Comparing the prices paid for the rails
with the prices now ruling, and the
ocean freight with the present low
prices of freight, stated to be from ten
shillings to twelve shillings a ton, the
loss, including interest at five per cent,
would be nearly a million ôf dollars.
The Premier cited the neglect to pur-
chase the rails for the Intercolonial in
1870, and the purchase at a higher
price in 1871. This argument goes for
Mothing, as he stated also that the rails

were not then needed. He also aJIided
to the Welland Canal contracts which
he said could now be made for twenty
per cent. less than when they were
entered into. This argument does not
strengthen his case. If the contracts
were made for work then to be under-
taken at prices then ruling, and if
they were made under the usual regu-
lations, no blame can be attached to
the Government if the prices of such
work have since declined. The hon.
members from Montreal West and
.Hamilton had given us a history of their
own purchases, and they had been so
much alike that we might have sup.
posed that they had been operating in
joint account. They liad intended to
justify the Government purchase by
asserting that although prudent busi-
ness menthey had lost money on theirs,
and at the same time they had urged
that the price of iron had not declined.
In fact they had either proved too
much or too little.

The hon. member for Welland
thought it was not worth while to
take. up the time of the House with
such a trifling matter. It might
appear so to that hon. gentleman, but
to persons of more limited ideas the
sum involved, involving a loss of nearly
a million of dollars, seemed quite
worthy of consideration and discussion.
Rails had been purchased for about
600 miles of railroad, apportioned at
the rate of 90 tons per mile, but where
was such a railway being built ? There
had been no route, no location deteirmi-
ned upon. He wished that this rail-
way would be vigorously pushed for-
ward, he would be glad to see the work
go on, but it was impossible under the
circumstances to utilize within reason-
able time the large puichase which
was under discussion. He should feel
bound to support the motion, and ho
did so merely upon the grouinds lie had
mentioned, as a mattere of duty and
with great reluctance. le did not
wish to cast the slightest suspicion
on the conduct of any hou. gentleman
on either side of the House.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) thought
the discussion had elicited the Icat
that the price paid for the rails was
reasonable.

Mr. SCHULTZ remarked that owing
to the contradictory statements that
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had been made by hon. members, who
might-be supposed to know something
about these matters, it was almost im-
possible for any one not familiar per-
sonally with the questions at issue to
form an opinion ; in view of this diffi-
culty, the only course left to pursue
was to do as had been done in many
other cases, give the accused the benefit
of the doubt. Arraigned by his hon.
friend from North Hastings, the Pre-
mier, while admitting a portion of the
charge, had pleaded in extenuation
that ait urgent reason in favour of the
purchase ot these rails lay in the ex-
pectation that they would almost im-
mediately be required for the Pembina
branch. If this was the case, lie would
admit that the excuse was reasonable
and a good argument, but he was
obliged to take the hon. geutleman to
task regarding this matter. Sometime
since a deputation from Manitoba had
waited on the Premier in connection
with this matter and the erection of a
bridge over the Red River, but
while giving them a flat and not very
courteous refusal to all requests made
him, the hon. gentleman stated that it
was useless to lay the rails on the
Pembina and Fort Garry branch while
there was no prospect of the rails being
laid from St. Paul, on the Northern Paci-
fie line, to conneet with it. After this
deliberate statement, scarcely had the
gentlemen who composed that delega-
tion returned to their homes, when
thev heard that a contract had been
given for the transport of rails to be
laid on this brancdi and this was done
without any other information being
had that there was any change in the
Dosition of the railroad to which he
had referred. Even supposing, how-
ever, that the hon. gentleman had re-
ceived private informations during the
month intervening, that it was likely
these rails would be required, another
difficulty arose: if they were needed,
as the hon. gentleman stated, for the
Pembina branch, how was it that the
hon. gentleman had made the contract
for the delivery of rails not for that
branch but for the main line of the
Canadian Pacific Railway in Manitoba,
where it crossed Red River, 23 miles
away from any portion of the direct
Une between Fort Garry and Pembina ?
This showed clearly that there was

Mr. SCHULTZ.

nothing whatever in the argument usec
by his non. friend, and this plea must
be dropped by the hon. gentleman-as
he thought it would be done-from the
line of defence the hon. gentleman had
chosen to take, when accused in this
relation by his hon. friend from North
Hastings.

A vote was taken with the following
result:

YEÂS:

Messieurs
Baby,
Benoit,
Blanchet,
Bowell,
Brooks,
Cameron (Victoria),
Caron,
Cimon,
Colby,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Currier,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Desjardins,
Domville,
Dugas,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Flesher,
Fraser,
Gaudet,
4ill,

Haggart,
Harwood,
Hurteau,
Jones (Leeds),

N
Me

Appl ,by,
Archibal d,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Bannatyne,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Bunster,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Snnbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
casgrain,
Cauchon,
Charlton,

Langevin,
Lanthier,
Little,
Macdonald (Kingston),
McDonald (C. Breton),
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McQuade,
Masson,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Orton,
Palmer,
Pinsonneault,
Platt,
Plumb,
Pope,
Robinson,
Robitaille,
Rochester,
Rouleau,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Tupper,
Wallace (Norfolk),
White (Hastings),
White (Renfrew) and
Wright (Pontiac).-54.

AYs:

ssieurs
Huntington,
Irving,
Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Laflamme,
Laird,
Lajoie,
Langlois,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Toronto),
MacDonne] 1(Inverness)
Macdougall (Elgin),
MeDougall (Renfrew),
MacKay (Cape Breton)r
Mackenzie,
MeC raney,
McGregor,
McIntyre,
McIsaac,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Pettes,
Pickard,
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Cheval, Pouliot,
Christie, Power,
Church, Pozer,
Cockburn, Ray,
Coffin, Richard,
Oook, Roscoe,
Cunningham, Ross (Durham),
Davies, Ross (Middlesex),
DeCosmos, Ryan,
Delorme, Scatcherd,
De St. Georges, Schultz,
DeVeber, Scriver,
Devlin, Shibley,
Dewdney, Sinclair,
Dymond, Skinner,
Ferris, Smith (Peel),
Fiset, Smith (Selkirk),
Fleming, Snider,
Flynn, Stirton,
Forbes, St. Jean,
Galbraith, Taschereau,
Gibson, Thibaudeau,
Gillies, Thomson (Welland),
Gillmor, Tremaine,
Gordon, Trow,
Goudge, Vail,
Hagar, Wallace (Albert),
Hall, Wood,
Iiginbotham, Workman,
Holton, Yeo and
Horton, Young.-124.

The House went into Committee of
Supply-Mr. Scatcherd in the chair.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

'On motion of lon. Mr. CART-
WRIGIT, the House went into Com-
mittee of Supply.

On item $2,810,000, Pacifie Railway,
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said-In

submitting this item to the Committee,
I desire to make a very short state-
ment in regard to the present position
of the surveys and works of construc-
tion of the Pacific Railway, and the
policy which the Government have in
view for the future, as well as some
reference to what we have had in view
in the past. At the time we assumed
office we found, nothwithstanding our
earn est protestations, the extraordinary
obligations assumed by hon. gentle-
men opposite staring us in the face.
From that day to this our single en-
deavour has been to go as far as it was
possible, having due regard to the re-
sources of the country, in carrying out
the solemn obligations to which the
late Government had committed the
Dominion. We have endeavoured to
do this in the face of, perhaps, the
most violent opposion that was ever
offered to any Government-offered,
too, by the very parties who originally
created the obligation and caused all
the trouble and expense to which the

country had been put. I cannot say I
have been much surprised at this,
though somewhat different treatment
might have been accorded to a Govern-
ment coming into office with such diffi-
culties staring them in the face. We
have felt from the first that while it
was utterly impossible to imple-
ment to the letter the engagements
entered into by our predecessors,
the good faith of the country demand-
ed that the Administration should do
everything that was reasonable and in
their power to carry out the pledges
made to British Columbia, if not the
entire obligation, at least such parts of
it as seemed to be within their power
and most conducive to the welfare of
the whole Dominion, as well as to
satisfy all reasonable men in the
Province of British Columbia, which
Province had fancied itself entitled to
complain of apparent want of good
faith in carrying ont these obligations.
In endeavouring to accomplish this re-
sult we have had serions difficulties to
contend with, to which I shall shortly
allude. I called the attention of the
hon. members for British Columbia, in
the first Session of this Parliament, to
the utter impossibility of commencing
the actual works of construction then.
This Governm ent succeeded to office
some five or six months after the time
had elapsed within which the Govern-
ment of Canada were bound by the
Terms of Union to commence the con-
structionof the Pacifie Railway. And
yet, at that time we found that
the surveys in no part of the
territory, from Lake Nipissing to
the Pacifie, were in such a condition
as to justify the Governmient in
taking any steps whatever towards
placing any part of the line under con-
tract. I believed, and so expressed
myself at all times, that it would be a
fatal mistake to do what the late Gov-
ernment had done-give the contract
for building the road to a mere specu-
lative company that never intended to
invest one dollar of their means in
it, but merely to use it as a stock jobb-
ing undertaking, without much refer-
ence to the ultimate operations to be
carried out.

I also believed, so expressing myself
at all times, and Parliament supported
me in that opinion, that we were
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bound to obtain a thorough exploration
and if possible an instrumental survey
of the country to be traversed by this
long line of railway.. Let me say so
far as the work itself is concerned that
I have always been an advocate of the
construction of a railway across the
Continent, but I have never believed
that it was within our means to do it in
anything like the period of time within
which the hon. gentleman bound
Parliament and the country. I believe
the bargain was an act of madness-of
utter insanity, and an evidence of
political incapacity that has had no
parallel in this or in any other coun-
try, that I am aware of.

Under these circumstances we had,
as I have remarked, to face these diffi-
culties imposed on us by the preceding
Administration. After careful exam-
ination, I found that while there was
comparatively little difficulty in ascer-
taining the probable character of the
prairie country, say from Lake of the
Woods westward to the Rocky Moun-
tains, it must be a work of Hercu-
lean magnitude to ascertain the exact
character of the country through
British Columbia and from the
Lake of the Woods eastward to Lake
Nipissing. I have stated in my
speeches on this subject in the country
and during the first Session I had the
honour of leading Parliament, that for
the present we should abandon the
construction of the road from the
western end of Lake Superior to Lake
Nipissing. Not that it should be
entirely given up, but that for the pre-
sent it was to be considered a part of
the line altogether unnecessary to be
constructed, and that in the meantime
we should use the water which Provi-
dence has placed at our disposal with
such munificence.

. Mr. BOWELL-To use the water-
stretches ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Yes, the
phrase was not mine, though I used it;
and I consider the idea is an exceedingly
happy one. We desired as far as
possible in the first place to utilize the
Lakes on the east as a permanent
highway, for perhaps many years to
come, as a means of reaching the
western end of Lake Superior, and
afterwards to utilize the smaller lakes

lon. Mr. MoKENZIE.

and rivers in the interior of the conti-
ient, where they might lie in the

line of the ultimate road, and be used
temporarily for the purpose of furnish-
ing a complete line of travel
between the two extremities of the
continent, pending the completion of
the railway across the entire country.
I am aware there has been a great
deal of misrepresentation concerning
our intentions with regard to the use
of these water-stretches. It had been
stated over and over again that we
proposed to build a link of railway
here and there, without any intention
ultimately to make a complete ail-rail
route, or without considering the
distances to be traversed between
one point and another, which would
ultimately become leading places on the
railway when it was finished, if it ever
were completed in our day. : The
shortest route had always been kept in
view. British Columbia has felt her-
selfpeculiarly interested in this matter,
more so, perhaps, than any other
Province in the Dominion, and the
Columbians were inclined to look upon
the Terms of Union more as a contract
to build the railroad within a given
time than as a joint compact to be
observed for the benefit of theDominion.
I need not further refer to our policy
as it is sufficiently explained in the
papers recently presented to Parlia-
ment, which papers continue the
narrative from previons corres-
pondence.

I have now to refer to the difficulties
encountered in making these surveys.
During the time which has expired
from the initiation of the project to the
present time, there lias been expended
in surveys the following sums, up to
31st December, 1875, east of the Rocky
Mountains :-
From beginning, te June 30, 1872 $194,125 40

June 30, 187, to " 30, 1873 345,967 52
do 36, 1873, to " 30, 1874 199,156 29
do 30, 1874, to " 30, 1875 290,873 82
do 30, 1875, to Dec. 31, 1875 246,769 13

Total ........... $1,276,892 16

The amount expended in British
Columbia:-
From beginning, to June 30, 1872 $295,302 76

June 30, 1872, to " 30, 1873 215,850 92
do 30, 1873, to " 1874 111,068 59
do 30, 1874, to ' 30, 1875 183,656 07'
do 30, 1875, to Dec. 31, 1875 204,137 04
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Making a total expenditure, west
of the Rocky Mountains, of...... $1,010,016 38

The total expenditure on surveys
over the whole line ................ $2,286,907 54

So that the survey of the 600 or 700
miles west of the Rocky Mountains,
cost within a quarter of a million of
the entire amount expended from these
mountains to Lake Nipissing.

Now, Sir, with regard to these sur-
veys, let me say that when I first had
to give my personal attention to this
subject, it appeared to be all but settled
that the Jasper House Pass would be
the one by which we might pass the
Rocky Mountain range, and that any
road that was likely to be built would,
reach the point known as the Tête
Jaune Caché to the west of this
pass, and that it would diverge south-
ward till we struck the North Thomp-
son and, generally speaking, follow
that river down to the Frazer River.
Thence, it was believed, we should fol-
low that river till we reached the delta
below Westminster, or else that we
should turn sharply to the west, 60
or 70 miles from Tête Jaune Caché,
by the Clearwater Lakes, to near the
mouth of the Chilcotin River, and from
there seek an outlet at Bute Inlet, or
some other point to the northward.
It was supposed when the surveys
were first commenced that a nearly
direct cut from Tête Jaune Caché to
the Chilcotin would be found, but the
explorations developed the fhet that
on this particular line there were
mountains 9,000 feet high, with enor-
mous glaciers, interposing physical
difficulties which it would be quite im-
possible to overcome. We therefore
abandoned all attempts to seek an out-
let in that direction. We afterwards
made a careful examination of the
Upper Frazer valley, as well as the
Thompson River route. From Tête
Jaune Caché, northwestwardly to Fort
George the distance is about 200 miles;
here the river turns gradually nearly
due south. From this point down-
wards what is known as the Frazer
Yalley can scarcely be called a
valley in the ordinary acceptation of
the term. There is the water-shed of
the Frazer, to be sure, traversed by
numerous large rivers from east and
west falling into the Frazer, but the
valley itself is rather a gorge or cleft

in the plateau which constitutes the
interior of British Columbia. The
route by the Thompson and Lower
Frazer Rivers, first mentioned,
proved by the surveys to be the
most expensive one by whieh to
reach the ocean ; but this much
could be said in its favour, that bet-
ter grades could undoubtedly be ob-
tained by their taking that cleft and
following it down to the sea than by
any other route ; but an enormous
amount oftunnelling would have to be
done, as well as a large quantity of
other expensive works, such as high re-
taining walls and deep excavations in
the hardeit of rock. These difficulties
provod to be so numerous and so great
that we were, with considerable reluct-
ance, obliged to seek a more favourable
route. Our attention was then direct-
ed more particularly to the route from
Tête Jaune following the Frazer River
towards Fort George. The route along
this part of the Frazer River, a dis-
tance in round numbers of about 200
miles, proved singularly favourable;
that is so far as getting a comparative-
ly easy grade was concerned, while
the works would not be nearly so
rough and heavy. From Fort George
there were several routes possible,
one was to follow up the Stewart river
which flows almost due east into the
Fraser at this point, and reach the
upper branch of the Gardner Inlet
at the mouth of a small river called
Kemano. This was a very short
route, it reached a part of the ocean
which for all eastern, or as we might
call it, western trade, it is doubt-
less the shortest line on the sea to
Japan and the Asiatic Coast, while
it is somewhat shorter by land; but
the difficulty of obtaining an easy
gradient for the last few miles proved
almost insuperable although it
is not impossible. It may, perhaps, be
feasible, and we intend to make a
further examination in order to satisfy
ourselves more fully as to the rocky
range on the sea coast at that point.
In making the exploratory surveys,
we have always borne this in mind
that if they should turn out to be
comparatively useless for railroad
purposes, they give us an intimate
knowledge not merely of the topo-
graphy of the country, but also of its
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agricultural resources, its mining
wealth, the character of its rocks, and
fauna and botany. This knowledge, il
nothing else were gained, would
undoubtedly be of considerable service
to British Columbia as a province and
through it to the Dominion as a whole.
Another route followed the Stewart
River a short distance, and then
diverged southward, touching on
the Nachaco River and reach-
ing the south branch of Gardner
Inlet by the valley of a small river
called the Killope. This route has
already been partially examined, and
it is being further surveyed, but our
information at present is not such as
to justify as in coming to a conclusion
as to the character of the line to be
obtained there. The next route was
one which crosses the Frazer River,
also at Fort George, ascends the Stewart
River till it reaches the junction of
the Chilacoh river, which river it
ascends to the junction of the Black
Water River, and ascending to the head
waters of that river very nearly due
west, it reaches the valley of the
Kamsquat or Salmon River, and de-
scends into the north branch of
Dean Channel. This, I may say, so
far as our present explorations go, is
shown to be the mos: favourable route
for reaching the ocean from Fort
George west. It traverses the same
route for a distance of about 70 or 80
miles from Fort George, as that taken to
reach Bute Inlet; then it trends directly
westward, or very nearly so, from that
route, and descends by a tolerably easy
grade to the sea, at Dean Inlot. The
highest grade upon this line is a little
under a 100 feet to the mile, while
highest grade on the Bute Inlet
route is 107 feet. There is also
a less distance to traverse with the
higher grades on this line than by the
Bute Inlet route; but the sea is reach-
ed at Dean Channel, through the
Kamsquat Valley, by a distance of 50
miles shorter than the route by Bute
Inlet. I have been thus bomewhat par-
ticular in describing operations in Brit-
ish Columbia in detail, as they have a
most material effect on the ultimate
realization of the project of building
the Pacifie Railway and its ultimate
use to that Province and the Dominion.
There is this difficulty to be remem-

Hon. Mr. MAcKENZIE.

- bered in comparing the Bute and Dean
Inlet routes; that the former may be
said to strike Vaucouver Island 'very
near the middle, while the latter, into
which the Kamsquat River falls, is
about 100 miles north of the extreme
end of the Island, and that route trav-
erses a portion of British Columbia
which is little settled, if settled at all
except, indeed, where it passes down
the Fraser Valley in the neighbour-
hood of the gold mines of Cariboo Dis-
trict and the settlements near the
mouth of Quesnell River.

The Bute Inlet route was surveyed
almost completely last year, except
a distance of some sixty or seventy
miles, regarding which we obtain-
ed some information after Parlia-
ment rose last Session. This route
is one that we knew tolerably
well last year. It has been some-
what carefully surveyed fron the head
of the Inlet by the valley of the
Ilomathco River. Between thirty and
forty miles from the head of the
Inlet the river divides into two
branches. The west branch was sur-
veyed to Tatlayoca Lake. On this route
we found the most favourable grade
that could be obtained was about 115
feet co the mile, for a distance of about
15 or 16 miles, with a considerable
amount of tunnelling. This river
passes through a very narrow gorge.
It is comparatively small, but
in some places there are enormous
canôns to be encountered, with rocky
sides rising several hundred feet above
the water, perfectly precipitous. It
was thought desirable to examine the
east branch of the river during last year
and make an instrumental survey of it.
This has been completed, and we now
know we can get a more favourable
route by the east branch, the highest
grade being about 107 feet to the mile,
and that for a distance of 2 or 3 miles
less than the high grade by the west
branch, with the additional advantage
that there is a level rest ofabout three-
quarters of a mile in tne long, steep
grade whieh makes it very favourable.
It requires, I think, somewhere about
70 miles to reach what may be called the
summit level, or what we regard as
that, the height there being about
3,460 feet. Between that point and the
place where this line would touch

(COMMONS.] Railway.



. Railway. 983

-Stewart River, a few miles west of Fort
George, the line is comparatively
favourable, although a considerable
detour will have to be made to avoid
some hills that rise in the middle of
the plateau. The lowest level reached
in any place between the summit at
L4ke Tatlayoca and Fort George is
2,800 feet above the sea, and the
highest point passed over is 3,750
feet. This was supposed last year to
be the most favourable route that could
be obtained. It is in some respects the
most favourable yet.

We thought it advisable last spring
to send out the Dominion geologist
with a party to examine the country
in various parts of British Columbia.
'That officer was also directed to make
an exploration of the pass known to
exist, and of which very little informa-
tion could be obtained, except some of
a comparatively little consequence
from Indian tribes. This is known as
the Pine River Pass, which crosses,
or is supposed to cross the Rocky
Mountain Range sixty or seventy
miles south of the great bend of
the Uace River where it passes
through the Rocky Mountains. An
examination of this locality developed
the fact that at this point the Rocky
Mountains practically disappear, and
though the country is somewhat rough
with an undulating hilly surface, there
are no mountains properly so called.
The highest hill examined was only
1,900 feet above the level of Pine River
while that stream itself, at this place
is probably 1,600 or 1,800 feet above
the level of the sea. This party ex-
amined the Pass and also Peace River
and the country bordering on it for a
considerable distance eastward. Much
of that information has been given in a
lecture recently delivered, and by
newspapers which had information
from the party. I refer to that chiefly
for this reason, that the attention of
the Engineer-in-Chief was directed to
this part of the country some years ago,
and he dispatched one of his staff in
that direction who obtained a consider-
able amount of information respecting
the country near the Peace River, but
not of the Fine River pass. The
knowledge we now have is probably as
much as can be gathered by a mere
exploratory survey, and further inves-

tigation will not bo proposed unless it
should be found desirable or expedient
in the publie interest to undertake a
more elaborate instrumental survey,
with a view of adopting a new line fur-
ther to the north.

Of course as you ascend to the north
you traverse the continent by a much
shorter route, as the lines converge
towards the pole, and it is considered
by many who are intimately acquaint-
ed with the country that the true line
for a Pacific railway would be to cross
the North Saskatchewan in the neigh-
bourhood of Fort La Corne, proceed
somewhat north of Beaver River and
Lac La Biche, pass Lesser Slave Lake,
crossing Smoky River, probably 15 to
20 miles from its junction with the
Peace, and proceeding to Pine River
Pass, reach the western slope of
the Rocky Mountain Range, thence
ascend the Parsnip River, which
is the south branch of the Peace River,
and from thence descend almost due
south by Lake McLeod to Fort George.
Fort George appears to be the objec-
tive point for all the lines converging
from the east if the Thompson River,
route is abandoned. I may say that a line
taken this way is supposed to traverse
the best agricultural country of the
North-W est, and is quite as short as
the one we have adopted so far by
Jasper House Pass, with this additional
advantage, that it would cross the
Rocky Mountains, or what was sup-
posed to be that range, at a much
less elevation. But this route is open
to the objection that if we were to de-
cide upon surveying that country, it
would be practically putting off the
construction for some time longer than
would be necessary by adopting
the line we have already surveyed. If
British Columbia were to act with
consideraiion for national interests
with regard to the obljgations assumed
by the Dominion at the time of the
Union, it undoubtedly would be the
policy any administration would seek
to carry out to examine the country
more thoroughly before action.
With the irritation that is felt by many
in British Columbia, and the constant
complaints made, it is doubtful whether
the country would be justified, even for
a permanent advantage, unless that
were of so very decided and conclu-
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sive a character as to be apparent at
sight, in pursuing such a policy. As-
suming, therefore, for a moment-
and' assuming what I may call almost
a certainty-that the Jasper Honse
Pass will be the crossing place in the
Rocky Mountains, we have the line
tolerably clearly defined from east to
west.

I have observed from the debates
in another place, that there has bee1
an extraordinary amount of - I was
about to say ignorance-if that
would not be too strong a term
to apply--I mean a manifestation
of extreme want of information by
certain gentlemen who have spoken
with the greatest positiveness with re-
gard to the route in the neighbourhood
of Lake Superior. It has been assumed,
as a matter of course, that it was a
great mistake to begin building a road
at Fort William, and that it necessita-
ted a branch of from 70 to 100 miles
long before it would reach the main
line passing Nipegon River. The fact
is in this particular quarter the main
line can pass by a shorter route from
Red Rock at the mouth of Nipegon
River, onwards toward the west than
it could by ascending the Sturgeon
River and pursuing the tortuous course
of that stream and its tributaries im-
mediately west of Lake Nip.egon. The
line we have adopted now from Fort
William will ascend the Kaministiquai
Valley for about twenty miles, in round
numbers. Then div'erging somewhat
sharply to the right and touching the
north-east corner of Lac de Mille Lacs.
Up to this point the gradients have
been found most favourable and the
country highly so. From that point
westward to within forty miles of
Rat Portage we have found, perhaps,
the most favourable country for build-
ing a railroad that has been surveyed
anywhere on the whole route, unless it
be some parts of the prairie country,
which, of course, cannot be equalled by
any portion of the wooded region.
The line here can be made so straight,
the grades so easy and the construction
will be so light that we will be able
from Red Rock to reach Red River by
a distance not any longer, cortainly,
and I believe somewhat shorter than
by the former route that was proposed
ascending Sturgeon River, near Lake

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Nepigon, and proceeding in a northerly
direction for a long distance in the.
effort to obtain a passable line.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Where do you.
strike the line between Thunder Bay
to Red River ?

Hon. Mr. M A.CKENZIE-About that
we have no exact information, es
no exact surveys have been made
from Nepigon to Dog Lake, but so
far as we are able to form an opinion,
at present, it will roach that line,
probably 25 or 40 miles from Thunder
Bay. It may be twenty-five, it may
be twenty; we are not absolutely
sure, but it will not be more
than the highest figure I have
given. It will be remembered, also,
that east of Nepigon there is a long
lake called Long Lake, which lies
very nearly due north and south. The
lake is sixty to one hundred miles
long, its exact length is not doter-
mined, but any line must pass oither
north or south of it. The route origin-
ally surveyed passed north of this lake
and had to take a sudden bond in a
southwesterly direction in order to
reach the crossing between LalINepi-
gon and Lake Superior or pass to the
mouth of Lake Nepigon. In 1874 we
had a survey made from the Nepigon
along the shores of Lake Superior to
the Pic River where we found a lino
quite practicable. From that point
the country has been partially exam-
ined on a line very nearly as straight
as it cari be drawn from Pic River to
Lake Nipissing. Taking Fort William
as the objective point, from there by
the old line via Long Lake to the
eastearn terminus, the distance is 660
miles. From Fort William by the
Pic River (the new line) the distance
is about 620 miles. Then, if the lino
were to deflect from the Pic southward
so as to follow the general outline of
Lake Superior and reach the Sault and
there traverse the borders of Georgian
Bay to Lake Nipissing, the distance
from Fort William would be about 720
miles, as near as can be ascertained,
A party was sent out by the Chief
Engineer to examine the country be-
twee the Pic River and the Sault. That
work is not yet complete, nor is it in
such a state as would justify us in-
givin- 'rny positive opinion upon it. I
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have no doubt, however, that it is prac-
ticable; but the other route I have in-
dicated is one there is no doubt about.
I believe it is quite as easy as the
former one, while it is shorter.

Hon. Mr. TUPPEiR-Where are
these 720 miles route ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-From Fort
William round by the Sault Ste. Marie
to Nipissing; but by leaving Lake
Superior at Pic River we can reach
Lake Nipissing in 620 miles. The old
line north of Long Lake was 660 miles.

Of course these distances in each
case are based upon rough calculations.
We know the exact distance from
Nipigon to the Pic River, but from
that point eastward the distances are
calculated, allowing to a certain extent
for curvatures. To this extent the
eastern portion of the road, from Fort
William to Nipissing, has been con-
sidered. Though that portion in the
present condition of the country is not
necessary, we still consider it desirable
in the publie interest to ascertain its
probable route. The surveys, so far
as they went, gave us a good deal of
information about that country which
may be of service in the future.

As to the present position of the
works, the contractor for the Georgian
Bay Branch, as has been stated to the
House some time ago, has had his con-
tract cancelled. ie bas, however,
made a very considerable exploration
of the country, and to a great etent,
an instrumental survey; and as ho
would probablyrefer to this matter at
another time in the House, he would
now simply say this-that what was
published in many newspapers, as to
engineering difficulties encountered in
this relation, was entirely fallacious.
No difficulty had been experienced in
obtaining the grade that was required
in the original contract. The gradient
not exceeding 26 feet per mile for
the country eastward, and 52 feet.
per mile for the country westward.
In only two places was there
any difficulty in securing ihese
gradients; and these, the engineer
assures me, can easily be overcome.
The explorations in the immediate
vicinity of French River shows that
the line traverses a rocky, though not
a hilly country. The navigation of

69

this river is very good for 26 miles up
to a bay known as Canton's Bay, and
this might suit very well as a terminus
of the road, especially as crossing the
river at that point or one near it would
ultimately be more favourable for pro-
ceeding westward than crossing at its
mouth as was originally intended.
The modifications required in the con-
tract were so serious that the Govern-
ment did not consider it proper to go
on with it, and they therefore decided
upon its cancellation. From Fort
William westward, as I have already
stated, we have found a singularly
favourable country for constructing
the road.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-What does the
hon. gentleman propose to do with re-
lation to that matter?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I will state
that at a future time.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-To-night?
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No. For

twenty-two miles west of Fort William
the road is completely graded, at an
expenditure so far of $111,417. This,
however, does not pay the entire cost
of grading the twenty-two miles. A
percentage bas, no doubt, been kept
back, but still it is pretty close to the
real figure.

The 13th contract was to build 45
miles towards Lake Shebandowan, it
being supposed that this would be the
shortest route westward; but the ex-
plorations made show that it would
have to wend northward, and we de-
cided to stop short of it about 15 miles.
The contractors had the option of
taking those 15 miles in the direct
line, but this they have declined to do,
and at this distance the contract will
now cease. From that point westward
the road, passing by Lac des Mille
Lacs, would become the subject of a
new contract, if we consider it wise to
ask Parliament to take this step. This
matter must be considered at a future
time. On the 14th contract, from Red
River coming eastward, about 25 miles
have been completely graded and a
considerable amount of work has been
done between that point and Cross
Lake. The entire length of this con-
tract is 77 miles. The expenditure on
the 14th contract for these 25 miles
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has been $94,221, which very nearly
represents the cost of the grading.
The location of the line, it will be
remembered, from Rat Portage to the
junction of the 14th and 15th contracts
at Cross Lake, has been carried on
during the summer. It will be recol-
lected that the Government asked
authority, during the last week of the
Session of last year, to let this as soon
as we should complete the surveys.
The tenders received for the contract
as originally advertised were all so
very high that the Government de-
clined to accept them without making
further surveys. Two lines have been
surveyed during the last season-one
to the south of the original line and
the other to the north. The former
presents a somewhat more favourable
country, skirting the shore of the Lake
of the Woods ; but, on the other hand,
it is the longest route by five miles.
The line surveyed to the nor hward is
fully longer also, and does not present
a much more favourable appearance
for construction than the original line.
It is probable, therefore, that we will
adopt the line originally intended, but
raise the surface of the road in order
to avoid, as far as possible, the excava-
tion of rock, and we hope by this to
very materially reduce the costas com-
pared to the estimates of last year.

Hon. Mr. TJPPER-What is the
number of miles?

Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE - Thirty-
seven miles between Rat Portage and
Cross Lake.

lon. Mr. TUPPER-No, no; from
Red River eastward, and how many
miles north ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Seventy-
seven miles are already, and 37 miles
more are to be placed under contract.
The branch line from Pembina down
to Winnipeg is all but completed lor a
distance of nearly sixty-five miles.
The entire amount included in the last
certificate paid for these sixty miles,
is $178,483, from which it will be seen
that the grading of the road has been
done with singular cheapness, and I
am told that the character of the work
is equal to the very best of English
railways. A further expenditure of
$5,00 is, however, required to build
some small bridges, not included in

Hon. Mr. MÂomzIE.

the contractor's agreement. This con-
tract has ail been performed on sched-
ule prices.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-What is the
distance between Pembina and the
main line ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-About 85
miles altogether. These three prices
represent the amount of work and ex-
penditure upon the only parts of the
line, the grading of which had been
proceeded with. The construction of
the telegraph line has necessarily made
a progress equivalent tc that of the in-
strumental surveys. The section be-
tween Lake Superior and Red River is
being built from both ends. The last
certificate for work done amounted to
$47,907. The length from Fort William
to Selkirk will be 414 miles. The work
of erecting the telegraph between
Winnipeg and the town of Living-
stone, known as Fort Pelly, being very
near the latter, has made considerable
progress. The wire is now about hung
from end to end of this section.- Only
a smail gap requires to be completed
at the crossing of the narrows of Lake
Manitoba, and this, I presume, is fin-
ished by this time. Still, however, a
considerable amount of chopping and
cleaving has to be done in the wooded
quarter through which the lines run.
A large portion of this country has
been found to be very heavily wooded,
to a much greater extent than was
anticipated, and the contractors have
not eut out the full width of two
chains, so that the chopping and
clearing is not all done. The
amount paid under this contract
is $56,677. The entire length of the
line from Selkirk to Livingstone is 266
miles, and for this distance we have
the survey of the railroad entirely
completed. In profile this part of the
country is perhaps t'he most favour-
able for the construction of a railway,
as far as cheapness is concerned, known
in the world. The line of the railway
has been approximately located from
Livingstone to the longitude of Edmon-
ton, or near there, to a place known as
the Hay Lakes. It will not go to Ed-
monton, but will strike the Saskatche-
wan at a small river, the White Mud
River, about 15 or 20 miles south of
Edmonton. The exact location survey is
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nearly completed to the Saskatchewan
crossing, west of Edmonton, and the
telegraph line is erected to a little be-
yond BattleRiver,a distance of354miles.
This, added to the 266 miles mentioned,
will make the entire distance over
which the telegraph line is erected, 620
miles. The section from Battle Ri er,
westward, to the crossing at the Sas-
katchewan, where the line is not actu-
ally located, passes through an easy
country, and although we have no pro-
file surveys, may be said to be located.
Last year it was supposed, judging
from some passages in the work of
Lord Southesk, that a route would be
found up the valley of the Brazeau
River fron the junction with the
Saskatchewan, and reach the valley
west of the Jasper House Pass by a
somewhat shorter line. Mr. McLeod's
party explored this part of the country
but found the information referred to
was entirely erroneous and that no
pass existed in that direction. We are
therefore obliged to cross the Saskatch-
ewan and turn somewhat suddenly to
the northward, crossing the water-shed
of the Frazer River and of the Sas-
katchewan some 30 or 40 miles from
the latter river. We will then pass by
Chip Lake across the McLeod and
Arthabaska Rivers, somewhere about
50 or 60 miles northwest of the Jas-
per House Pass. From this point,
westwards, we are at present directing
our surveys. Parties are engaged
there at the present time ; and proba-
bly the survey will be completed with-
in a few months. The telegraph line will
again proceed w.estward from thence
without difficulty, and be continued
down the Fraser River. I may say
that from Jasper House Pass,westward,
engineers are engaged in the work of
locating the line, and the instrumental
surveys, as I stated before, have pro-
ceeded very favourably,considering the
general rougi character of the country
through which the line passes in British
Columbia. It will be seen from what
I have said that the route of the rail-
road is practically determined from
Lake Superior to Fort George in British
Columbia, and assuming what I have
stated to be the ultimate policy of the
Government, which is more than pro-
bably, the total distance is about 1,730
miles. The constction of the tele-

69_

graph line over this distance has made
considerable progress, the ines having
been strung over 700 miles. The
distance from Fort (George to Bute
Inlet, assuming that to be the terminus,
is about 300 miles, and I have already
explained the various surveys which
are being made and the re-uits which
are being obtained in that section.
From Lake Superior, westward, as far
as the line is located, the grades, both
west and east, have been singularly
favourable, the only places where
physical difficulties have been encount-
ered-and certainly they are very
great-are on both sides of the Winni-
peg River, or what is known as Rat
Portage, for a distance of, probably, 40
miles on each side.

Before concluding, I will say a few
words about the policy the Government
has pursucd in reference to letting out
the contracts in regard to the purchase
of steel rails, about which so much lias
been said to-day. Our policy was this:
It is utterly impossible to commence
the construction in British Columbi.a
until we have overcome the initiatory
difficulties by carefully surveying the
country and ascertaining the line which
would have ultinately to be adopted.
From the statement I have made, it
will be seen that an enormous for-ce has
been engaged and a large amount
expended in surveys in that Province,
and it is unjust in the people of British
Columbia to coinplain that we have not
prosecuted this work with all due
dilegence. Directions were given by
the Government to the chief engin-
eer, and by him to his staff,
that everything that could be
donc, was to be done in order to
push the work fbrward as rapidly as
possible. But pendxng the settlement
of the route in that section-pending
the settlement of difficulties which ne-
cessarily arose in conection with
crossing the Rocky Mountain range-
the Goveranent felt it was desirable
in the meantime that we should make
some progress with the work in other
directions; and as it was comnparatively
easy to obtain labour, materials and
surveys east of Red River, and to have
the Pembina branch graded, we deemed
it advisable to have these works carried
out. The Act of 1874 prescribes that,
the Governient may build the road
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on contract in the ordinary way, or it
may be built on the terms set forth in
section 8, which provides that the
Government may pay $10,000 in
money and grant 20,000 acres of land
per mile, with four per cent. for twenty-
five years upon any additional amount
in the tenders, to a company to con-
struct portions of the line. The inten-
tion of the Government was, as soon as
the surveys were in a sufficiently ad-
vanced state, to invite tenders for the
construction of such portions of the
lino as, in the judgment of Parliament,
it might be considered desirable to go
on with; and that in the meantime the
money that has been spent in grading
should be held to be a part of the $10,-
000 a mile, referred to in section 8.
Whether the Government would be in
a position during the coming beason to
have contracts obtained and submitted
to Parliament for the whole lino at its
next Session is, perhaps, problematical.
We can only hope for the best, and by
pushing on the work we are placing
ourselves in a position to do this as
rapidly as possible. All the money
expended in the meantime will be a
charge on the $10,000 a mile for which
we suppose we will be able to obtain
some parties to construct the portions
of the lino which are most necessary
as parts of the ultimate great Pacific
Railway. Whether it would be wise to
proceed with the construction of the
railway west of Red River, which
could be done for a considerable dis-
tance at a cheap rate, is a matter for
consideration ; but in view of its pro-
bable constructiôn at an early day, it
certainly is necessary that we should
get steel rails carried into the interior
of the country. It took the whole of
last season to get 2,108 tons to the
banks of Red River, and it will take a
great portion of the coming season to
get the same quantity carried inland,
transportation being very slow.

With regard to the section of rail-
road proposed to be built between
Esquimalt and Nanaimo, an Act for
the construction of which this House
gave its assent to last Session, that
question was determined when the Bill
was thrown out of the Senate, and cer-
tain action on the part of the Govern-
ment was rendered necessary, regard-
ing which I do not deem it necessary

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

to speak to-night, for our policy has
been sufficiently declared, and may
form the subject of approval or attack
by the hon. gentlemen opposite. It
has been assumed that as this road is
not to be constructed, the rails shipped
to British Columbia are therefore ut-
terly useless. That is a great mis-
take. If we are able to commence the
work of construction this coming year
in British Columbia these rails would
be required. It may be said to be
impossible to commence the construc-
tion of the road in British Columbia
without having rails on the spot.
From Bute Inlet up the Valley of the
Homathco there is not an acre of
groRnd for seventy miles where it is
possible to grow anything for the
sustenance of life ; so al that is required
in the way of supplies for the force
will have to be transported to wherever
they are at work. It fortunately happons
that there is some good timber at
almost every place where timber wili
be required. But anything else must
be taken from the seaboard, and it is
of the utmost importance-in fact a
necessity-that the rails should be on
the spot in order to enable us to
proceed with the work and carry sup-
plies and materials forward as the
work proceeds There are five
thousand tons in British Columbia
and if we have erred in sonding them
thore, we have simply erred in our
earnest desire to show the people of
British Columbia that we are desirous
of keeping faith with them, that our
speeches were not mere empty promises
and that we were resolved to place
ourselves in a position they
could not misunderstand. I will
not say anything further to-night. I
confess after a week's work I feel a
little tired, and I shall be glad either
on this or any other item of the Esti-
mates, to offer the fullest information
I can to any hon. gentleman who may
desire it.

Mr. BUNSTER said ho was astound-
ed at this item being so small. In the
place of its being a little over two
millions it ought to have been five
millions at least. It was well
known that there was a large
sum raised in England last season
with a view of building the
Pific Railroad; therefbre it could
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not be on account of the want of money
that the road was not proceeded with.
The item was particularly small as it
related to British Columbia. Another
item he saw was nü, the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Railroad. There had
been a good deal said about it, and the
sooner the Dominion set about build-
ing that road the better, as in his opin-
ion it was part and parcel of the Ca-
nadian Pacifie. le was glad to see
there was a feeling growing in Canada
that would force the Government to
build this road and carry out its pledges
to British Columbia. The sooner the
Dominion Government built the Esqui-
malt and Nanaimo road the better.
The rails were on hand, and he was
sorry that the Government did not
proceed with the work notwitbstand-
ing the adverse vote from the other
flouse.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the lIon.
the Minister of Public Works had given
the Committee some very interesting
details in regard to the progress of
the survey, but he had left them in
entire ignorance as to the policy of the
Government, and he had been very
careful to conceal any intention of the
Government in reference to the work.
They were then as completely in
ignorance of what the Government
proposed to do as they were when the
hon. gentleman rose to address the
Committee. He contended that the
Committee could not pass this item
until the hon. gentleman took them
into lis confidence with reference to the
above question. The hon. gentleman
had refused td take the Committee into
his confidence and furnish them infor-
mation relative to the Georgian Bay
Branch and the intention of the Gov-
ernment with regard to the contract.
That was the essence of the whole
question.

He (Mr. Tupper) was prepared to
show that if the railway were to be
carried to Sault Ste, Marie, the expen-
diture on the route between Thunder
Bay and Red River would be $20,000,-
000, as completely lost as if ithad been
thrown into Lake Superior. The hon.
gentleman should say what he proposed
to do. Then, with reference to British
Columbia, elaborate correspondence
had been laid on the table shewing
everything had been brought to a

dead-lock there; but he had not told the
House what he intended to do to meet
that difficulty. He could not ask this
Committee to discuss this question
without giving some slight insight into
ýhe policy of the Government.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
stated distinctly the Government had
no intention of building any portion
of the road from Fort William to Lake
Nipissing. The British Columbia
question had been before the House
for weeks, and was perfcetly under-
stood by everyone who de8ired to look
into it. With regard to the Geoi gian
Bay branch, the policy of the Govern-
ment was in nowise changed.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he had fol-
lowed the hon. gentleman closely and
failed to learn what was proposed to
be done in regard to the great question
of the Canadian Pacifie Railway. The
British Columbia papers merely
showed that the Governrment had suc-
ceeded in bringing matters to a dead-
loek, and the Premier was bound .to
tell the House, before isking it to vote
this large ainount, wlat he intended
to do.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The last para-
graph in the papers will show.

Hon. Mr. [ACKENZI-I said
our policy from the first was to do
everything in our power to keep the
bargain the hon. gentleman and his
friends made, and nothing will be
lacking on our part to bring it to a
suc.cessful conclusion in British Colam-
bia. I have shown pretty conclusively
that nothing I am aware of has been
left undone that could be done. I do not
know what the hon. gentleman wants.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said if the Pre-
mier insisted on going o'u with the dis-
cussionhewould be obliged to address
the House, even at this late hour. The
hon. gentleman had begun bis remarks
as usual by denouncing the late Gov-
ernment ior entering into serious
obligations with British Columbia.
According to the most recent declara-
tion of the hon. gentleman on this
subject, no such obligations were im-
posed upon him by the late Govern-
ment. The difficulties were of hi8 own
assuming. lnstead of lessening the
obligations he had increased them in &
most extraordinary degree. From te

(Maan S1, 1876.]The Pacific



rCOMMONS.]

day this Government was formed,down
to the present time, they had flounder-
ed from one difficulty into another.
Only the other day, as it were, the
Premier quoted a resolution passed by
the late Government, to show that
whatever obligations were imposed
upon the country by the admission of
British Columbia were subject to cer-
tain qualifications. In a Minute of
Council, dated Sept. 20th, 1875, the
following appeared :-

" It must be borne in mind that every step
in the negotiations was necessarily predicated
upon and subject to the conditions of the
Resolution of the House of Commons, passed
in 1871, contemporaneous1y with the adop-
tion of the Terms of Union with British
Columbia, subsequently enacted in the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Act of 1872, and
subsequently reenacted (after a large addition
had been made to the rate of tax tion) in the
Canadian Pacific Railway Act of 1874; that
the public aid to be given to secure the accom-
plishment of the undertaking ' should consist

of-such liberal grants of land and such
subsidy in money or other aid, not increasing
the then existin7 rate f taxation, as the
Parliament of Canada should thereafter

"'determine."

He asked the Premier if the Gov-
ernment could shelter th emselves under
that resolution, and at the same time
continue to charge the late Adminis-
tration with having imposed such
enormous obligations on the country.
Those who would read the able
speech delivered by the honorable
member for Kootenay would notice
that the hon. gentleman had not
only quoted that resolution, but
shown that Mr. Trutch, who was pre-
sent when it was passed, had expressed
his entire concurrence in it. On the
same occasion the hon. member for
Kootenay had remarked that the
people of British Columbia, provided
.a straightforward and systematic effort
were made to redeem the country's
pledge, would be entirely satisfied.
But the Government on obtaining
power changed their whole policy in
relation to the Pacific Railway. Their
predecessors had limited the obliga-
tions of the country to the use of cer-
tain limited and definite means for the
construction of the railroad. When
the present Government, came into
power they found, as they admitted in
this Minute of Council, that the obli-
gations of the country were qualified

Hon. Mr. TUPPzR.

Railway.

and limited; that the road should be
built by a private company, and the
subsidy should not exceed $30,000,OOO
and 50,000,000 acres of land. The
Premier now spoke of some future
effort being made to obtain a company
to take it up, but he knew very well
everything lie had said when intro-
ducing his Bill relating to the con-
struction of this work was calculated
to deter any private parties from ever
undertaking it. That was the first
difficulty, and the Government
were hardly able to take advantage of
this resolution they quoted, in connec-
tion with the law they had now on the
statute book. The preamble of that
Act recited the resolution declaring it
should not be done by the Dominion
Government but by a private company.
They then declared and quoted the re-
solution thatno increase should be made
to the existing rate of taxation. They
then introduced another preamble de-
claring the rate of taxation had al-
ready been increased, and they went
on to take power to build the road as
a Government work. The effect of a
law which conflicted with a resolution
in the preamble was to destroy the
resolution.

Then there came Mr. Edgar's mis-
sion, to negotiate new terms in British
Columbia. The Premier had declared
there was no obligation to carry the
road west of the head of Bute Inlet.
Mr. Edgar proposed to entail upon the
country the cost of constructing the
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railroad.

le (Edgar) coupled that announce-
ment with a letter, in which ho stated
that the Ottawa Government would
not secure any alteration in the terms
without the sanction of the people of
the Province. Here was such a declara-
tion on the part of the delegate from
this Government, and yet hon. mem-
bers had the fact before them in con-
nection with the proposal to abandon
the whole of the arrangements made
with Lord Carnarvon, with relation to
the Nanaimo and Esquimalt Railway,
that the hon. gentleman withheld this
information from the people of British
Columbia although the elections were
about to take place, until it was too
late for the people themselves to have
any opportunity of expressing an
opinion regarding the matter.
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A Bill was introdiced last session
for the purpose of providing for the
-construction of the branch from Nan
aimo to Esquimalt. The hon. gentlemar
.said that evening that the Governmeni
was unable to act upon it because il
was defeated in the Senate. There was
a very curious feature in connection
with this question, and it was
this: In the first place the hon.
gentleman never required to go to the
Senate with this Bill at all. The hon.
gentleman had stated in reply to the
hon. member for Bruce-now Minister
-of Justice-when the latter enquired
what he proposed to do with regard to
the terms agreed upon with Lord Car-
narvon, that lie (Mr. Mackenzie) had
nothing to ask from the House; and
that he relied upon the House to sus-
tain the Government in the policy
they might follow. The fact was,
that under the Bill which the late
Administration had placed on the
statute book, the Government had
the power to fix the terminus of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway on the
Pacifie coast, where they pleased, by
an Order in Council-at Esquimalt for
instance-and they could bave con-
structed a railway from Nanaimo to
Esquimalt without further authority
from Parliament, yet the hon gentle-
man had come before the House, and
having passed his Bill through it, sent
it up to the Senate, where it was de-
feated by the friends of the Govern-
ment-by the votes of the two of the
strongest supporters they had in the
louse.
Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Twenty-two and

not two defeated it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The twenty
without the two could not have defeat-
ed it.

The majority that defeated the mea-
-sure was secured by the support of two
of the strongest and most confiding
supporters that the Government have
in that end of the building ; and taken
in connection with events which trans-
pire in this House, the people of British
Columbia might naturally cone to the
conclusion that this was not unexpect-
.ed and not undesired by the Adminis
tration itself.

What was the next change in the pro-
gramme, and the next blunder commit-

i ted ? The first was to have constructed
this work as a Government work; and
the repeal of the clause which pro-
tected this country from incurring any
obligation whatever, or being brought
into any ruinous financial difficulty in
connection with the construction of the
Canadian Pacific Railway. While the
terms were adhered to that the late
Administration had embodied in the
Statute Book, and while the resolution
placed by them on the Journals of the
House remained in force, it was impos-
sible that the interests of Canada
should suffer financially with reference
to any obligation they had imposed on
the country or assumed. The second
blunder was the mission of Mr. Edgar,
who was authorizedto change the Terms
of Union and add to the enormous
work of building the Canadian Pacific
Railway, the construction of a road
from Naniamo to Esquimalt. An hon.
gentleman, who he believed was a civil
engineer of very considerable ability,
had given them the benefit of his opin-
ion in reference to this matter; and
what did the hon. gentleman say?
That it was stated in this House that
the Island road could be built at
the rate of $30,000 per mile, and that
upon a survey being made it was
found that it would cost nearly three
times that amount. What would this
add to the expenditure ? Take sixty.
five miles at $90,000 or $80,000 per
mile, which was considerably within
the estimates of a gentleman well
qualified to judge, and it would be
found that this Government had added
to the cost of the building of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway a work which
would cause the expenditure of no less
thlan $5,200,000. le thought this was
pretty good evidence that the position
of the gentlemen on that side of the
House who voted that the contract
should not be made, and would have
deprived the Government of the power
of making it, without submitting it to
the House, was well founded; they
were well warranted in taking that
course, and fully justified when the
Government refused to bring before
the House the information desired as
to what the road could be con-
structed for, in with-holding their
support from such a measure.

This was not all; they had the Geor-
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gian Bay Branch. The Government
had undertaken to construct this road
through a section of the country on
this side of the terminus fixed by Par-
liament for the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way, involving the construction for 85
miles of roadway. He had at the time
ventured to tell the Minister of Public
Works, who professed to have such
great familiarity with these matters,
that this was a monstrous absurdity,
and, to use bis hon. friend's expression
with reference to the late Government,
" an act of insanity," to build a road 85
miles in length where no survey had
ever been made, and over which no
person had gone with a view of locat-
ing such a line. The hon. gentleman
had, however, forced it on the louse
and insisted in making the contract.
The hon. gentleman placed on the table
of the Hlouse a document, binding the
contractor to agree with him to com-
plete this line within eighteen months.
They had beard a good deal about the
ten years' limit, and about the extrava-
gance of supposing that it was pos-
sible by any power to construct a road
to the Pacifie within ten years. Yet
the hon. gentleman was prepared
to provide for the construction of
the Canada Central ine of 120
miles in length with a subsidy of
$12,000 per mile, and of 85 miles of
railway through a most difficult
country-so difficult, indeed, that de-
spite the enormous subsidy offered by
this Government, the contractor found
it impossible to obtain money in Eng-
land to go on with the work whicli he
was obliged to abandon.

He would like to know whether the
hon. gentleman had carried out the
principle he (Mr. Mackenzie) had laid
down, that contractors must deposit
with the Government certain sums of
money, which if their contracts were
not performed were forfeited. The
fact, however, remained that although
the Government had such an enormous
and gigantic undertaking on their
hands, the hon. gentleman had, in addi-
tion, taken on his shoulders the con-
struction of some 90 miles of railway-
the length this Georgian Bay route
turned ont to be in reality, instea 1 of
85-at certainly not less than $50,000
per mile, which would involve the ex-
penditure of $4,500,000. The hon.

Hon. Mr. Tuppa

gentleman had also provided a subsidy
of $1,500,000 for the Canada Central ;
but this had been found insufficient-
so insufficient, indeed, that not a blow
had been struck, k ad not a mile had
been graded, although only one year
now remained, a six months of summer
he might say, for the completion of
this whole. line of 225 miles in longth,
from Douglas to the Georgian Bay.
The whole of these undertakings had so
far ended in nothhing.

The fact remained-the hon. gentle-
man himself made a contract and led
this House to believe by making this
binding agreement, which was laid on
the table, that on the 1st of January,
1877, this road would be finisbed and
in operation; and despite all this
they were told that no progress had
been made and that the matter was
begun de novo, though they were
denied information as to what the
Government proposed to do; this, how-
ever, being essentially pertinent to the
subject they had under consideration.

Then they had the Pembina branch.
As if it were not sufficient to undertake
to build a road 225 miles in length
from Douglas to Georgian iBay in con-
nection with the gigantic work of the
Canadian Pacifie, the hon. gentleman
added to it the Pembina branch. The
hon. gentleman might say that pro-
vision was made for this enterprise by
the late Government. True, this was
done, and very properly done,
beeaùse the late Administration con-
sidered that the parties who undertook
to construet for a certain amount the
Canadian Pacifie Railway from end to
end, were entitled to connection at that
point. It was then known that efforts
were being made to bring the Ameri-
can railway down to Pembina.

And while he was entirely of the
opinion that when this was effected it
would be wise to have railway connee-
tion with Fort Garry and the Canada
Pacific wherever it might be, there
was no necessity whatever for the
Government loading the public Exche-
quer and burthening the revenues ofthis
this country with the expenditure re-
quired for thatwork. An Act was plaeed
on the Statute Book in reference to
this matter-placed there through exer-
tions of men of ability, of means and
of influence in'the money market of the,

Rnailway.[COMMONS-1



Railway. 993

world-and all that was required was
simply the passing of an Order in
Council making this law and enabling
these gentlemen to take up and com-
plete the road for themselves, without
the assistance of the Government, cer-
tainly, as far as money was concerned.
All who knew anything of this ques-
tion were perfectly aware that had
the Government given 20,000 acres of
land per mile in the North-West for the
line from Winnipeg to Pembina, these
parties, who had already obtained an
Act of incorporation, only required
in addition the passage of the Order in
Council he had mentioned, to enable
them to push forward and complete
the undertaking ; but as if determined
to load the Exchequer down and des-
troy the country by an enormous debt,
this Government had undertaken, in
the first instance, to build these 65-
which are now 85-miles, as a main line
running along the side of the Red
River; and this, too, when the people
of that settlement themselves would
have been better pleased if they had
the opportunity of dealing with it
themselves; and if a land grant had
been made, no difficulty whatever
would have been experienced in this
relation.

Then there was this Thunder Bay
Branch. The hon. gentleman that
night had spoken in very harsh terms
of the ignorance alleged to have been
exhibited in another place by an hon.
gentleman who bad discussed this
question. Did not the hon. gentleman
think that there was some excuse for
ignorance touching this matter ? For
this House down to the present moment,
and during a long period, had not pos-
sessed a particle of information, either
from the report of the Chief Engineer
or from the Government. or from any
other source as to what had been the
result of the surveys made. He
thought that the hon. gentlemen had
forgotton himself a little when he
charged people with such ignorance
and with inability to debate these mat-
ters intelligently in the absence of such
information. It now appeared that
this binding contract had been aban-
doned; also, that at about 22 miles
from Thunder Bay they had deviated
from fthe route which had been chosen.
He had followed the hon. gentleman as

carefully as he could; but he failed to
see how he was going avoid increasing
the lèngth of this portion of the line by
70 mile-,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No.
Hon. Mr. TUJPPER-What was it

then ?
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-How does

the hon. gentleman calculate it?
lon. Mr. TUPPER had taken the

calculations of the surveyor, and he
could take the map and show that the
hon. gentleman co~uld not build a line
from Thunder Bay without traversing
a distance of something like 70 miles ;
not only that, but there were 60 miles
between Red Rock at Nipegon and the
mountain. So they must either come
down to Thunder Bay, according to the
surveys and maps prescribed therein,
lengthening the distance something
like 70 miles, or have a branch of 70
miles. Then taking the 85 miles of
railway from Pembina to the main
line at $40,000 per mile, and as the
hon. gentleman himself had stated that
the railway from Duluth to Red River
traversing a prairie country had cost
$18,000 per mile, he would see that he
was taking the figures the hon. gentle-
man had himself furnished in his
speech submitting the Canada Pacifie
Railway policy, and that he (Mr. Tup-
per) was under the mark when lie
said this would involve an expenditure
of $3,400,000 in all, or something like
$17,000,000 in addition to the cost of
building the Canadian Pacific Railway
proper. Then they had the terms made
with'Lord Carnarvon. The hon. gen-
tleman complained that although the ob-
ligations the late Administration had
incurred were qualified by the resolu-
tion they found it very convenient now
to quote, under this they could not
shelter themselves ; and notwithstand-
ing that resolution, the hon. gentleman
knew that the question was re-opened
and that he (Mr. Mackenzie) had un-
dertaken on the part of the Government
to make a binding contract with Lord
Carnarvon for the construction of this
road,which according to the hon. gentle-
man's own statement that evening was
over 2,000 miles in length from the
shore of the Pacifie Ocean to the shores
ofLake Superior,within 15 years. Four-
teen years of this period-up to 1890
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-remained to expire, within which the
faith of Canada was pledged, not only
with British Columbia but with the
Imperial Govern ment to carry out this
great work. Hon. gentlemen would
observe that this agreement was en-
tirely unqualified, and what had been
placed on the Statute Book had natu-
rally repealed the resolution passed by
the late Administration to qualify their
obligations. He had examined the
papers submitted and had been unable
to find any qualification whatever in
these terms. The hon. gentleman had
himself stated in Parliament last Ses-
sion that the conditions imposed by
Lord Carnarvon had been accepted,
requiring an expenditure of $2,000,000
per annum in British Columbia, the

uilding of the road from Nanaimo to
Esquimalt, and the completion of the
line from the shores of the Pacifie to
Lake Superior by the year 1890. So
that these hon. gentlemen who com-
plained so loudly of the great obliga-
tions imposed on the country by the
late Government and of the ten years'
limitation had undertaken to make an
unqualified contract with the Imperial
Government and British Columbia to
build these 2,000 miles of railway in
the course of 15 years, of which 14
had yet to elapse.

They had in connection with that
matter the statement that at the end of
two years the hon. gentleman had suc-
ceeded in grading 23 miles of road from
Thunder Bay to Lake Shebandowan,
and 25 miles from Red River eastwardly.
Out of the 2,000 miles to be completed
by 1890, according to the terms of the
unqualified pledge given to the Imperial
Government, they had now only 47
miles of the road graded in two years,
and yet the hon. gentleman ventured
to speak of the improvidence and
insecurity of the- late Government in
making the engagements they did.
There was a more important feature
connected with this than any he had
yet referred to. Before the hon. gentle-
man brought down his plan for carry-
ing the road to French River, he (Mr.
Tupper) hoped he would take into
consideration the question of reaching
the navigable waters of the Georgian
Bay by a more expeditious and econom-
ical road. The completion of that por-
tion of the Ottawa navigation, from

lon. Mr. TUpPZ.

Ottawa to the Georgian Bay, between
that Bay and Nipissing, could it
had been estimated be effected for
under $ 1,000,000, probably about $800,-
000. It was perfectly obvious that the
proposition of the Govornment woùld
cost from $4,000,000 to $5,000,000.
The line of railroad could only be op-
erated during the summer months, and
consequently the completion of the
water route would be equally as avail-
able, and save to the country three or
four millions of dollars. He could not
see the object of having a road to
French River, unless it was intended
to carry it to the Sault Ste. Marie. -

Hon. Mr. MACKIENZIE-My object
is to get the cheapest line.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he would
show the House that Sir Hugh Allan
proposed, a long time ago, in a speech
at Peterboro, that it would be a wise
thing to carry a line to Sault Ste. Marie
and there form a conjunction with the
American lines. The Globe immedi-
ately denounced that plan as fatal to
Canada, as it would leave Canada de-
pendent upon a foreign country, and
that if that policy were carried out it
would only be a question of time as to
how soon that vast North-West Terri
tory would be a part of the United
States. If that was good logic then it
was good logic now. -The Globe in com-
menting on this said, (Feb. 21st,
1873):-

"A very cursory examination of the country
to be traversed by the American road from the
head waters of Lake Superior will show how
fallacious all such arrangements are, and how,
not only the line throug h British territory may
be carried through from strictly commercial
considerations, but must be, if British author,
ity is to be maintained on this continent, and
our new Dominion made practically as well as
in theory a great fact. Apart from all other
considerations, the very fact that the line
under consideration is through American ter-
ritory would be a fatal objection to its being
made the grand trunk line for the Canadian
North-West. Those who had the command of
it would in a very few years command the
country. All the intercourse, both social and
commercial, of the people of the NorthWest
region would be directly with and through a
foreign people, and what might at any mo-
ment become a hostile country. By a mere
stroke of his pen a foreign ruler might lay an
embargo upon the whole intercourse of that
part of Canada with what lies to the eat.
The bonding system, as we have lately had
hinted at in connection with a region nearer
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hand, might be stopped capriciously, and on
very short notice; the tide of emigration
might be turned away from our border, to a
certain extent at any rate, while everything
would conduce to make the absorption of the
whole territory by the States a mere questiou
of time, and of time very short at the
longest. The connection of all that region
with the more eastern parts of the Dominion
would be merely nominal, and when the pear
would be ripe, it would naturally fall, as from
the first had been desired, into the lap of our
very astute and enterprising cousins over
the way...........The proposed route for
that undertaking is, on an average, four
hundred miles north of that now being
made from Duluth, and instead of being,
as a large part of both American lines must
be, through an irreclaimable desert, it runs
through a country which in fertility and cli=
mate will compare favourably with any part
of the North American continent.

il When this has been stated, nothing else is
necessary. Any pers;on of ordinary intelli-
gence can see at a glance thata railway which
never throughout its whole course comes
within a hundred miles of the border lines of
a country can do very little to develop the
resources ofthat country. it is better than
nothing, but that is a 1 that can be said in its
behalf. The immediate territory through
which it runs would be benefitted chiefly and
in the first place, and all beyond only inci4
dentally, and after the lapse of many years.

" Instead of the fact that the 'North Pacifie '
is under construction, being an argument for
allowing the Oanadian project to lie in the
neanwhile in abeyance, it affords the strongest

reason possible for its being pushed through
without delay. Politically, it is a manifest
and pressing necessity, while commercially it
is as evidently of the very highest importance
for Canada. In this way alone can this coun,
try have any chance for her fair sharp in the
lucrative trade with the North-West which
will assuredly spring up, and in the varied
traffic with the Pacifie world which to a great
extent will pass through Canadian territory,
if once what will be the shortest and easiest
route from ocean to ocean is in working
order.

"Our neighbours know the value of the
prize involved, and are making gigantic efforts
to secure it exclusively for themselves. Our
rulers will be traitors to their country and to
British connection if they lose a single season
in making it practicable and convenient for
settlers to go to Fort Garry through our own
territory, and in putting things in a fair way
for the Canadian Pacifie Railway. It is a
question not merely of convenience but of na-
tional existence. It must be pushed through
at whatever expense. We believe it can be
80 pushed through, not only without being a
burden pecuniarily to Uanada, but with an
absolute profit in every point of view. With-
Ont such a line a great British North America
would turn out an unsubstantial dream ; with
it, and with ordinary prudence and wisdom on
the part of her statesmen, it will be a great, a
glorious and inevitable reality."

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Has the hon.
gentleman ever quoted from that
before ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he had, and
lie would keep it ringing in the ears
of the people of the country until the
Government were brought face to face
with the fact that they would be
branded as traitors if they subordinat-
ed means of communication between
the great North-West and the older
settled portions of Canada to the
Northern Pacifie Railroad. But the
hon. gentleman bas at last decided as
rapidly as possible to build the road
from Thunder Bay to 'Red River. The
House must be glad to learn that the
more that line was explored the
less difficulty would be experienced to
get it through. But what position
would this conntry be in after expend-
ing $20,000,000 on this line when the
railroad was extended to Sault Ste.
Marie? Would any one leave the
railroad at the Sault, embark in a
ship and spend days on the lake, then
disembark at Thunder Bay and take
the line to Red River, when he could
continue his journey without changing
his car by the Northern Pacifie Rail-
way and be landed at Winnipeg in two
days.

The Premier was bound to announce
his policy with.reference to this exten-
sion to Georgian Bay, and whether
that is a link of the chain to the Sault
Ste. Marie. If the Government has
not taken us into their confidence the
Toronto Globe has announced their
policy in the following terms. On the
21st of last month that organ of the
Government says :-" The railway to
" French River is a part and a mate-
"rial part of the whole scheme. It is
"one link in the chain. Another will
"take us to the Sault Ste. Marie neigh-
"bourhood, and so on to the head of
"Lake Superior." This statement re-
quires no comment. The other night
the House had heard leading supporters
of the Government, one atter another,
denouncing in the strongest terms the
construction of the Pacifie Railway on
any terms, yet only two short years
ago they had sustained the Govern-
ment in putting a law on the Statute
Book making it a Government work,
and adding to it a provision for the
construction of 360 miles additional
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Only a year ago the same gentlemen
ratified an agreement with the Impe-
rial Government to construct the whole
of this gigantic work in fifteen years.
It was too late, with the facts patent
on the records of this conntry, to say
that the undertaking of the late Govern-
ment was not a rational one, and that
the scheme of the present Administra-
tion was not extravagant and danger-
ous in the extreme. The people of
this country would hold the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite strictly responsible for
wasting the public money and accom-
plishing nothing except to grade some
forty-seven miles of road and pur-
chase $7,665,000 worth of steel
rails. On a former occasion the
Premier had stated the life of an
iron rail was 8 to 10 years, and of a
steel rail something longer; but the
hon. gentleman did not seem to be
aware of the fact that any rails last
longer in moderate use than'when
they are piled up, as oxidation proceeds
more rapidly in the latter case. The
Premier would find it hard, with the
faets now before the country, to show
that economy entered into any part of
his policy in relation to this great
work.

Mr. COCKBURN expressed himself
well pleased with the explarations
of the First Minister as far as they
went, but ho would like to have heard
the Premier's views on his intended
policy with regard to the Georgian
Bay branch. It appeared, however,
that the hon. gentleman was deter-
mined to be reticent on that question
to-night. With reference to the Gov-
ernment policy to be pursued in the
remaining portion of this great scheme,
he thought that the Government were
doing all they possibly could to keep
faith with British Columbia, a step ho
heartily approved of; and he desired
here to express his sympathy and
goodwill towards the people of that
Province and their representatives in
this Bouse. He (Mr. Cockburn) strong-
ly urged the Government to lose no time
in constructing a railway from Lake
Superior to Lake Winnipeg, in order
to provide a cheap and expeditious
course into the heart of the Prairie
Province. He thought that Canalians
had just reason for feeling a strong
national pride in the country of which

lIon. Mr. TUPPR.

they are the happy possessors. We
have the largest extent of unoccupied
lands, well adapted to sustain human
life, of any country in the world. The
boundless fertile regions of the Peace
and Saskatchewan Rivers of the great
North-West, the vast wealth of timber,
mines and fisheries of British Columbia
were a great inheritance and demand
the intelligent and energetic attention
of our people with a view to their
development at the proper time.
Coming nearer home he was amused
and astonished to hear the opinions of
some prominent mon in another place
with reference to the expediency of the
construction of a railway from the
Ottawa Valley to Georgian Bay. It
had been alleged that the country
lying between the Capital and the
Georgian Bay was worthless and would
never furnish any traffic to a railway.
He spoke advisedly in the emphatic
contradiction of these views. There
exists a large area of valuable lands
for agricultural purposes, with groves
of valuable pine scattered throughout.
Even without any through traffic
from the North-West or United States,
a large local business will be done in
the settlement of the country, the
transportation of settlers and their
goods, supplies for lumbermen and
probably square timber and sawn
lumber. His experience was that
railways through a new, well-
timbered country often paid better
than lines through a pretty well
settled country. This proposed line
when built would confer immense ad-
vantages upon the Dominion, and upon
the Province of Ontario in particular,
but while he approved of the construc-
tion of a railroad from the Captial to
the Georgian Bay, he did not think
that the Premier bad made a judicious
selection of a western terminus and
harbour. He would advise the hon.
gentleman to change his terminus to a
more southerly place where he would
find everything well establis-ed, ready
to hand, with an excellent harbour suf-
ficient to accommodate the marine Of
all the great lakes; also with coloniza-
tion roads in every direction, and the
country pretty well settled and organ-
ized, which would greatly facilitate
railway construction. But the great-
est reason of all he urged in favour of
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the adoption of Parry Sound harbour
was that it would involve much less
expense, as the mileage to this point
was shorter than by any other route.
He hoped that the First Minister would
give these suggestions serious, impar-
tial and favourable consideration, which
would result in a large saving of money
and afford satisfaction to the settlers of
the free grant lands.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL enquired of
the Premier whether the hon. gentle-
man alluded to him when he spoke of
$2,000 having been paid for the rent
of a place where the iron for the Mira-'
michi bridge had been stored for three
years ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
he had merely referred to the hon.
gentleman, knowing the iron was there,
as placed on his property. They had
paid the rent because they considered
it was due, the material having re-
mained there so much longer than was
necessary before it was used.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-The hon.
gentleman does not mean to say that
the Government paid me any rent ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE -No; I
merely said that an hon. gentlemen on
the opposite side of the House knew
something of the matter.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL complained
that $2,OO had been paid to Clarke,
Reeves & Co. which should not have
been paid.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE stated that owing
to the lateness of the hour, in answer
to the hon. member for Cumberland,
he would merely notice the salient
points contained in the speech of the
hon. gentleman. He trusted that
the hon. membors for British Columbia
and elsewhere, and the country at
large would thoroughly appreciate the
declaration which the hon. momber
had made in opening his remarks, and
which they were to assume, unless it
was repudiated, was endorsed by those
whom the hon. member frequently led
in the House, and foi whom the hon.
member was an active and energetic
spokesman. The hon. gentleman, on
behalf of his late colleagues, stated that
il, connection with their obligations to
British Columbia they were absolutely
controlled by the resolution which had

so frequently been referred to. He
trusted the country would now under-
stand what was alleged by the hon.
gentleman - that those were the
terms comprised in the articles of
Union providing for the comm encement
of this railway within a period of two
years, and its completion within ton
years; if they had found it impossible
to do so without increasing the taxa-
tion of the country they would not
have been under any obligation what-
ever to British Columbia to build a
mile of this road. This, at present,
was the statement of the hon, gentle-
man. ie knew that the hon. gentle-
man had previously made the declara-
tion in the country, but this was the
first time when this interpretation had
been made in the House by a gentleman
occupying his prominent position in
his party. With this he would con-
trast a statement made by the hon.
gentleman's leader on the occasion of
the general elections of 1874, when the
the right hon. gentleman addressed
his constituents with reference to a
declaration made by his hon. friend
(Mr. Mackenzie) to the electors of
Sarnia regarding the Terms of Union,
to the effect that the compact made
with the late Government was impossi-
ble of fulfilment, and that some relaxa-
tion of these terms was requisite. The
right hon. member for Kingston then
held that this declaration would entitle
British Columbia to secode from the
Union ; that the faith of the country
was pledged to the fulfilment of these
conditions-not as the hon. member
for Cumberland had qualified them a
few moments ago, but to the com-
mencement of the railway within two
years and to its completion within ten-
years. He would also contrasl the
statement of the hon. member for Cum-
berland with another statement made
by the right hon. member, and they
knew these contrasts were sometimes of
the most striking description. The hon.
gentleman had made a speech during
the previous Session with regard to the
exposition of the Pacific Railway policy
of the Government by his hon. friend
the First Minister, and he had then
alluded to the arrangements made with
British Columbia which he qualified in
another tone this evening. The hon.
gentleman now held that the arrange-
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ments made with Lord Carnarvon were
onerous, extravagant and improvident,
and that the contract made with the
the Imperial Government largely in-
creased the burdens of the country as
they existed under the terms in ques-
tion. On page 514 of the Kansard
would be found these remarks, made
by the hon. gentleman:-

" But, Sir, the fact that the engagements
which the First Minister has just stated were
entered into with British Columbia during
the past season, sets at rest forever any
question as to whether we are in a position
that would allow to doubt and hesitate a
single instant, what course to pursue. I arn
not going to call in question the propriety
of this engagement for a moment :-onerous,
extravagant and improvident and unneces.
sarily and largely increasing the burdens of
the country, as the hon. gentleman now held
should be. The hon gentleman continued:
I feel that the Ministry of the day are entitled
to the support of this louse, and especially
the gentlemen who sit on the Opposition
benches, in any measure which is required to
carry out the pledge-perhaps a somewhat
imprudent pledge-that was given by their.
predecessors in relation to this great work ;
and I feel they may look with confidence to
this side of the House for the most energetic
support of the measures they have taken-I
believe wisely taken-for the redemption of
that pledge."

He (Mr. Blake) had not occupied the
position of an enthusiastic admirer of
the Carnarvon terms at that time,
although a devoted follower of his hon.
friend the Premier; he had never hesi-
tated to say so, but the position taken
by the hon. member for Cumberland
then did not agree with the position he
took to-day. While dealing with the
question of past and present utterances,
he would make another elegant extract
from the utterances of the bon. mem-
ber upon the second reading of the Bill
touching the Carnarvon conditions. A
motion was made by an hon. gentleman
who sat behind the hon. member for
Cumberland, that the Bill should not be
read the second time that day, but
that it be read the second time that day
three months; the hon. gentleman and
his leader voted against that motionand
for the second reading. Immediately
afterwards the hon.member for Cumber-
land said :- " That although this road
"from Esquimalt to Nanaimo was out-
"side the obligations entered into by the
"late Government witli British Colum-
"bia, lie regarded it as an effort made

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

"in good faith to arrange for the
"redemption, as far as possible, of
"pledges made with British Columbia,
" and such being the case, he felt
"obliged to give what support he could
"towards carrying out those arrange-
"ments."

The hon. member for Cumberland
then stated that the measures wisely
taken by his hon. friend the Premier
received his hearty and energetic sup-
port and were entitled to receive such
from his friends; nevertheless the
great mass of the bon. gentleman's
supporters voted against the Bill.
H1e (Mr. Blake) had no doubt
that the hon. members from Kingston
and Cumberland did all in their power
to secure a contrary result; after their
public declarations this was their duty,
and their situation was indeed painful.
H1e was, however, obliged to hold the
hon. gentlemen on the other side of
the House responsible for the loss of
the Bill, because their friends in the
Senate voted against it, with one
or two gentlemen who usually
supported the Government. The hon.
gentlemen were in some embarrass-
ment in dealing with the question of
the construction of this railway owing
to divisions in their ranks ; and the
opinion of the right hon. member for
Kingston was known to be directly op-
posite to that held by the hon. member
for Cumberland. The right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston had publicly declared
that he always thought that the road
might be constructed and operated as a
Government work; and that advantage
had been taken by his absence at
Washington on public business to in-
troduce a contrary provision.

The bon. gentleman stated that the
mission of Mr. Edgar to British Col-
umbia had relation to an additional
charge upon the people of this coun-
try with reference to the proposal to
build the Nanaimo and Esquimalt Rail-
way, and also that the Government had
the power by an Order in Couneil to fix
the terminus at Esquimalt. Was there
then an additional burden proposed ?
No. They stated that under the
Terms of Union the Railway was
not proposed to be carried beyond
the bounds o the Pacifie, and lie
said so still ; but the policy of
the late Government was to go beyond
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the Pacific seaboard. Their policy
was to go to Esquimalt, and it was
unnecessary to consider what patriotie
motives dictated that policy, what was
the situation of members in the House,
and what amount of pressure was
brought to bear from British Columbia ?
It was surely extreme audacity for
the hon. gentleman who deliberately
added this to the other obligations
of the country, to complain because a
part only of that which he endeavoured
to engraft upon the arrangements was
proposed to the British Columbians
with a view of getting some relaxation
of the other too tightly arranged Terms
of the Union. The hon. gentleman
answered that very easily by saying
that the pledge to the Province was of
no consequence at all. The position
assumed was that to construct the road
by the Government was a ruinous
undertaking, but it would be profitable
for a company.

Then the hon. member stated that
the Pembina branch was needlessly
added when private enterprise would
have constructed it. The line was
valued at $40,000 a mile, but lie be-
lieved as it was being built, with rol-
ling stock, it would only cost about
$13,000 per mile. The hon. gentle-
man also said the arrangements as to
the Thunder Bay branch have already
been altered and a binding contract
broken up. The contract was a schedule
one, and was prepared to meet the ex-
igencies of the situation. The con-
tractors were required to go as far as
they could with the work, and their
maximum amount of work was per-
formed. Then, it was alleged that the
arrangements made with Lord Carnar-
von were extravagant. As to some
provisions of that arrangement every
one knew his opinion; lie thought it
an imprudently liberal bargain. The
hon. member for Cumberland was in
favour of the agreement last Session
because he thought it wise, and now
he opposed it because he thought it
foolish. In their Minutes of the 20th
December and the 30th March, the
Government stated clearly and dis-
tinctly what they thought that arrange-
ment to be--that in their view, as ne-
gotiators entrusted with executive pow-
ers, they were not enabled without the
consent of Parliament to alter stipula-

tions, and they conceived that the terms
were based upon the resolution
that the taxation should not be in-
creased in the prosecution of the work.
Had it been otherwise they would have
come to Parliament in order to obtain
assent. This was the interpretation
they gave to the Carnarvon terms and
upon which they were prepared to act,
as clearly stated in the papers,
which had not, to his mind, been satis-
factorily impugned. The hon. gentle-
man complained that the Minute of
20th September was withheld
until after the general election. The
papers brought down stated the facts
on this point, which it was unneces-
sary to reproduce. It would be un-
worthy of the Government to answer
such a statement as that made by the
hon. member. The hon. member, if
he held that view, should formulate his
charge in a proper way, and not bring
it up in debate ut 2 o'clock in the
morning. If they had been guilty of
the alleged offence, let them receive
the punishment, which, under the cir-
cumstances, would be due to them.

What was the policy of the Opposi-
tion, as the hon. gentleman propounded
it ? First of all, to affirm there never
was a contract with British Columbia
which bound this country to build
a mile of railway, unless by a
private company on the specified terms
of $30,000,000 and 50,000,000 acres of
land. They had made no bid 'for the
support of the British Columbia mem-
bers. They had been longing to do
their duty to the Province and fulfil
their pledges. Their view of the resolu-
tion was that although it was not
inserted in the contract, it had the same
binding force as if it had been inserted.
He had always stated that the country
was committed to the construction of
the road; but the Terms of Union did
not imply that they should drag the
country into ruin, and the Government
would not do that. No power should
induce them to bring down any pro-
position they -conceived the country
was incapable of bearing. But at the
same time they would do what they
could.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked what the
Government would have done had the
resolution carried which declared
that the road should be built
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by a private company, and not
otherwise. Wbat would hon. gentle-
men have done had they been pledged
to that course and been unable to fmnd a
private company to carry on the works.

e proceded to condemn the Govern-
ment for taking the work into their own
hands after their accession to power,
and stated that he voted for the first
reading of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo
Railway because lie was satisfied the
work would be put up to competition;
but when they found the Government
were going to assume all the power of
making the contracts for the construc-
tion of the road, they claimed they
were entitled to use all their influence
in order to defeat the Bill.

But the hon. gentleman could not
suppose that it was necessary to for-
mulate an accusation against this
Government. After what hal been
witnessed of the readiness of hon.
gentlemen in this House, who, a few
nights ago, were loud in their de-
nunciation of any expenditure on the
Pacific Railway, to endorse such a
transaction as the purchase of the
steel rails, the Governinent could
court the gravest charges that could
possibly be formulated, with a full
assurance they would be sustained by
their supporters. But charges would
be formulated before a tribunal to
which the Opposition had appealed,
and not in vain, on several occasions
during the past two years. The hon.
gentleman must suppose his friends
were easily convinced, if he thought to
persuade them there was any parallel
between a proposition to take money
out of the public Treasury to build 65
miles of railway and a proposal which
only required an appropriation of $20,-
000 per mile for the whole of
that line on the Island.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Where was
the rest of the money to come from?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the lon.
gentleman should ask Senators Christie
and MeMaster and the -Minister of
Customs behind him. All these gentle-
men-his (Mr. Blake's) own friends-
were fighting for the possession of this
contract. While this was the case it
would not do to say the proposition of
giving 50,000,000 acres and $30,000,000
was entirely an unpractical and sense-

Hon. Mr. TUPPEE.

less scheme, and this country would
never see the Pacifie Railway construct-
ed by any other means. If that great
work should ever be accomplished, as
lie trusted and believed it would be by
wise and judicious measures, it would
be by bringing the great capitalists of
England into the scheme by means of a
company, organizing immigration and
utilizing the immense resources of the
Saskatchewan country. There was
every reason why a work of such
national importance, not only to
Canada, but to the empire to which we
belong, should attract capital from
abroad, but would it ever be done by a
Government who abused the position
they occupied by proclaiming to the
world that this was so utterly ruinous
that no persons would be found so
senseless as to undertake it with a grant
of 50,000,000 acres of land and $30,000,-
000 ? If the people of British Columbia
were ever to have a railway connection
with Eastern Canada they must get it
by the means provided by the late Ad-
ministration, and by the people of this
country bringing back into power
men who had confidence in securing
the success of the great undertaking.

At the request of Mr. DEWDNEY,
the debate was allowed to stand over.

The item $2,000,000 for Welland
Canal was passed without discussion,
and the Committee rose and reported
progress.

Mr. SCHLUTZ requested permission
to return to an item in the Estimates
already passed for the purpose of ask-
ing a question. It would be seen that
the enormous reduction of $170,000
had been made in the vote for Domin-
ion Surveys, while all the other votes
which affected Manitoba had been de-
creased in the same a4arming propor-
tion. le desired to know whether
the amount voted would be increased
in the supplementary Estimates ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
it would not be increased.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that he must
protest against such wholesale redue-
tion in all the Estimates affecting
Manitoba, and enquired whether, the
Government intended to increase any
of these amounts in the supplementary
Estimates ?
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Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
expenses connected with the Province
were already so great that he could
not increase any of these amounts in
the supplementary Estimates.

The Committee rose and reported,
and the House adjourned at Fifty
Minutes past Two o'clock a.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

SATURDAY, April 1, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Two o'clock.

RAILWAY LANDS IN TIHE NORTH-WEST.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD introduced a Bill
respecting Dominion Lands on the
line of the Pacific Railway in the
North-West. He explained that its
object was to enable settlers to go on
the land reserved on each side of the
railway. Eighty acres would be given
as # homestead on three years' settle-
ment, and the settler could purchase
as much as 320 acres, on the under-
standing that he would have to pay
the price subsequently arrranged by
the Govehnent with the contractors.

Mr. BUNSTER asked if this applied
to the valuable lands reserved for
railway purposes on Vancouver Island ?

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said he did not
understand the Government held any
lands on the Island.«

Mr. SMITII (Selkirk) thought it
very desirable that settlement along
the line of railway in the North-West
should be encouraged.

Mr. SHULTZ was pleased that the
Government had introduced the Bill,
but regretted that homesteads could
not be made in the usual way, and
urged that no restrictions be placed on
the portion applicable to Manitoba.

The Bill was read the first time.

RETURNS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD com-
plained of the delay in bringing down
ret, ns. Some 108 had been granted
and ess than one-half of them were be-
fore the House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
were piles of returns being made out
in the departments,which required some
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time and supervision. He gave eighteen
hours a day to attending to his duties,
and the fact was the returns were
brought down as rapidly as ever they
had been in former Sessions. Many of
them were merely nominal, having
been moved for the purpose of bring-
ing the questions they referred to be-
fore the House. It was utterly im-
possible to have all the returns asked
for brought down promptly.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re-
plied that the trouble was his bon.
friend represented a one-man power,
fancying that he must surpervise and
overlook everything. His bon. friend
undoubtedly gave a great deal of time
to his duties---probably more than the
country could claim, or had a right to
expect. His hon. friend need not take
the course he did, for surely he
could trust his chlleagues. At the
time his hon. friend (Mr. Tupper)
moved for the papers, lie (Mr. Tupper)
enquired whether he should give his
reasons; lie replied, no, certainly not,
as the discussion would take place
when the return was made.

THE INSOLVENT ACT.

ion. Mr. BLAKE moved the second
reading of the Bill to amend the
Insolvent Act of 1875.

Mr. PALMER suggested that an
amendment should be made to enforce
the orders of County Court Judges in
New Brunswick. It was entirely use-
less to empower them to issue orders
which theycould not enforce.

Mr. BARTHE suggested that sec-
tions 4 and 9 were somewhat anomal.
ous, and he hoped that section 9, which
was very hard upon many people in
Lower Canada, would be repealed.
He poiited out that the assignees got
such a large percentage of the estates
in their charge, that with the other
numerous disbursements necessary, a
very large proportion of the assets
were swallowed up before a cent
could be apportioned to the creditors.
Since the Government appointed
official assignees, the Government
ought to pay them. This, at any
rate, would meet the requirements
of the smaller creditors; whether
it would be equally welcome to the
larger ones lie doubted very muc.h. He
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also suggested a change in regard to
the publication of insolvent notices,
whicti he contended ought to bo pub-
lished, inat lcast, in one local newspaper
as well as in the Official Gazette. The
Gazette was but. little read by the pub-
lic, but if it were insisted upon that
these notices should appear in that
publication, the law ought to be that
they should appear there once and
once in a local newspaper. The great
objection against the Insolvency Act
in Lower Canada was that it was too
expensive, and as one of the provisions
which led to this result be called atten-
tion to the faet that an assignee could
only appoint his deputy upon the order
of the Judge. To get an order of the
Judge required the services of an
attorney, and of course the attorney
required his fees. He suggested that
this provision be amended so as to
simplify the law and render the
expense in question unnecessary.

The Bill was read the second time.

THE QUEBEC TRJNITY HOUSE.

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. MAC-
KENZIE, the House went into Commit-
tee of the Whole to consider the fol-
lowingresolution :-That as the duties
formerly discharged by the Trinty
House of Quebec, whose warden was a
salaried officer, now devolve on the
Quebec Harbour Commissioneis,it is ex-
pedient to provide-that the said iHar
bour Commissioners may, from time to
time, appropriate ont of the Harbour
Revenues, a sum not exceeding two
thousand dollars to the payment of an
annual indemnity to the President of
the Board of Harbour Commissioners.

The resolution was agreed to in Com-
mittee and reported, and notice was
given that it would be referred to the
Committee of the Whole on the Trinity
House Bill.

PLANTING TREES IN THE NORTH-WEST.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD moved the second
reading of a Bill to amend the Do-
minion Lands Act, whieh he explained
was intended to encourage tree plant-
ing in the North-West. In the United
States, and especially in Minnesota,
they had done a great deal in this di-
rection, and about half a million of
acres had been set apart for that pur-
pose. From the reports which had

lut BARTKM.

been published on the subject, it ap-
peared the attempt had, on the whole,
been eminently successful. As to the
desirability of doing something in the
saine way in our own North-West,
ho quoted from the report of Mr.
G. W. Dawson, of the North-West
Boundary Survey, and he mentioned
that to the suggestions of that gentle-
man were owing the leading provisions
of this measure. There were other pro-
visions in the Bill which would be ex-
plained in Committee.

In reply to Sir John A. Macdonald,
Hon.Mr. LAIRD stated that the Law

was pretty much the saine as in Min-
nesota, but scarcely so exacting.

The second reading was carried and
the Bill referred to Committee of the
Whole-Mr. Young in the chair.

Clauses 1 and 2 were carried with-
out discussion.

On clause 3,
Mr. SCHULTZ thought the pro-

visions were very unfair to, the
recipients of bounty warrants, to
whom the grants had been made with-
out any such conditions as were now
proposed to be imposed.

Mr. SMITI (Selkirk) said if those
warrants were in the hands of those
to whom they were originally granted,
there would be some force in what was
said by the hon. member for Lisgar;
but, unfortunately, they were too fre-
quently in the kands of speculators
who held them for speculative pur-
poses and prevented settlement.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
was manifestly unjust to any party
who had purchased these warrants that
their acquired rights should now be
interfered with in this way.

Mr. SCATCHERD agreed with this
view of the case, and could not under-
stand upon what principle his hon.
friend could propose such an inter-
ference with vested rights.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD contended that it
was in the interest of the country
that there should be some restrictions
upon the power of speculators holding
those warrants to prevent settlement.
If the rule laid down by the right
hon. member for Kingston were
to be strictly applied, it would prevent
the reservation of lands for railway
purposes in the North-West.

[COMMONS.] Business.
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AMr. SMITII (Selkirk) urged that
there should be some means of pro-
venting speculators from locking up
whole townships, which there was a
tendency to do with a view to holding
them until settlement around thein
would make then more valuable,
which really interfered very seriously
with populating the country.

Mr. SCHULTZ said he had studied
the section over tire more carefully on
account of the anxiety of the hon.
member for Selkirk to have it passed,
.and that anxiety was accounted for
by the fact that it affected the Hud-
son Bay Company's lands, and which
could thus be held until they were sur-
rounded by settlement, and thereby
greatly enhanced in value.

Mr. SMITH said his hon. friend had
at one time likened him to a celebrated
character in history, " the ancient mari-
ner." He might liken the hon. gentle-
man to another character of some
note -a character who was always
professing his readiness to fight-he
referred to Sir John Falstaff.

Mr. SCHULTZ suggested that the
following words be added to the clause:

After the passing of this Act."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
clause would be allowed to pass pro
forma, and the amendment of the hon.
member for Lisgar, as well as one sug-
gested privately by the right hon.
gentleman from Kingston, would be
considered before the next stage of the
Bill was taken.

The 4th and 5th clauses were passed
vithout discussion.

On the 6th clause, providing that
claims to homestead rights on account of
actual settlement must be made to
the local officer within three months
from the completion of the survey,
* Mr. SCHULTZ thought the time
was too short.

The section, after some discussion,
was allowod to stand over.

On section 9, with respect to set-
tlement by communities,

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) suggested the
addition of the following words:-
"Provided always, that in such com-
"-munity the provisions respecting im-
"provements by cultivation and other-

wise shall not bc less stringent than
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"those exacted in the case of indi-
"vidual homesteads."

lHon. Mr. MACKENZIE promised
that the suggestion would be considered
before the noxt stage.

The remaining clauses of the Bill
were passed with little discussion.

The Bill was then reported, and the
amendments read the second time.

The Bill was then read the third
time and passed, an amendment hav-
ing been added providing that the pro-
vision referring to county warrants
would refer only to those issued after
the passing of the Act.

SUPPLY.

The House thon went into Commit-
to of Supply---Mr. Scatcherd in the
Chair.

Item 88, providing $160,000 for St.
Anne's Canal, was agreed to.

On item 89, $330,000, Carillion and
Chute à Blondeau Canal,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
progress of the éontractors was very
unsatisfactory, and he had been doing
all he could to hurry they up.

On item 90, $200,000, Grenville
Canal,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it vas
hoped the whole work would be com-
pleted this year. The late Minister
had left a very disagreeable legacy
upon his hands in this connection, but
the work was now progressing very
satisfactorily.

On item 91, $6,000, Rideau Canal,
lion. Mr. MACKENZIE said this

work would undoubtedly demand
the attention of Parliament at
an early day. Its usefulness was
now nearly at an end, the rail-
ways having taken away its traffic.
It cost the country a considerable
amount more than its revenue, and it
was neither useful nor ornamental.

On item 92, $35,000, Culbute Canal,
lIon. Mr. MACKENZIE said a

greater amount would be required to
complote the canal than was now asked,
but the vote under consideration
would, he thought, enable them to have
the canal open for navigation. His
information was not very distinct, but
he understood that during the coming
year the canal'could be used.
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Item 93 was passed without discus-
sion.

ST. PETER'S CANAL.

On item 94, $50,000, St. Peter's
Canal, and in reply to Hon. Mr. Tupper,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated he
had directed enquiries to be made as to
the larger sizes of vessels likely to pass
through this canal, and it was very
probable the plans would be changed
to meet the case. He could not say
exastly what the width would be, but
in all probability it would be such as
would accomodate all the vessels in
question. ý

Hon. Mr. T UPPER said h e was glad
to hear there was a probability of such
a change, but he took the opportunity
of protesting against the principle in-
volved in the decision of the Premier.
le admitted the right of the hon.
gentleman to change the plans of his
engineer, but after this House had
agreed to vote a sum of money for a
public work, based upon certain speci-
tications, he held that it was unconsti-
tutional and deserving of censure to
alter these specifications. Ilere was
an instance in which this had been
done, and the result could not fail to be
a considerable loss to the country.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
would be no loss.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER contended that
loss must inevitably result from the
change, it having been made not only
after Parliament had voted an appro-
priation for it, based upon certain
specifications, but after the work was
under contract.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said
hon. gentleman evidently did
know what he was talking about.

the
not

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said it was a
habit of the First Minister to throw
insulting taunts across the House in
this way, and if other hon. gentlemen
had made up their minds to tolerate it
he for one was not going to submit to
it without complaining and protesting.
He appealed to this Conmittee to
know whether he -was stating that
which commended itself to their judg-
ment-

lion. Gentlemen-No, no.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said hon. gen-
tlemen were ready to "yes" or "no" just
as their leaders on Treasury Benches
directed, and upon this occasion they
had not waited to see whether what
he was about to say commanded their
approval or not. What he did desire
to knôw was whether he was not say-
ing that which would commend itself
to the judgment of the Conmittee
when he asserted that the change of
a plan by the M inister of Public Works
after it had been passed upon by
Parliament, and after the work to
which it had reference was under con-
tract, was not likely to result in loss
to the Public Treasury. And when he
made that statement the First Minis-
ter told hini he did not know what
he was speaking about. The hon.
gentleman's information on this sub-
ject was evidently deficient, and
when he (Mr. Tupper) put it to the
House whether the course being taken
was not likely to involve a loss of pub-
lie moncy, the hon. gentleman had
no answer to give except that he (Mr.
Tupper) knew nothing concerning
wbat was under discussion. Conduet
like this was unbecoming any person
holdin: the position of Leader of the
House, and was calculated to degrade
Parliament in the eyes of the country
and of the whole world. It was cal-
culuted to degrade the House itself.

Hon. Mir. MACKENZIE said lie had
only to reply that nothing the hon.
gentleman could say would degrade
any meinber of the bouse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the language of the First Minister was
unbecoming any member of Parlia-
ment, and especially unbecoming the
Leader of the House. It would not be
tolerated in the British House of Com-
mons, wheze even Dr. Kenealy would
be protected from such insults as were
thrown across this House. In fact, the
language was not fully characterized
when it was called insulting. The hon.
gentleman forgot himself-forgot the
position ho held, whcu he used language
of that description. It would be un-
parliamentary in a private member to
utter such expressions, to say nothing
of the gentleman who was the guardian
of the rights and privileges of the
House. During his (Sir John's)
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flong experience in Parliament h
had never knowr of a case o
more wanton insult than that o
which the First Minister had beer
,gnilty just now. He condemned th
policy of interfering with plans afto
noney had been voted to the works to

which they referred, and held it to be
,en abuse which might lead to very
<lisastrous consequences. It was, in
fact, as much an unauthorized expendi-
ture as if there had been no appropria-
tion at all. The Government night
-as well decide that a railway for which
Parliament had set aside certain
moneys, believing it was to be a 4½
fbot gauge railway, should at their
pleasure be changod to a narrow gauge.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he did
not even know the width of the canal
.at the tine the vote was taken, nor
until the dimensions had been
reduced and the House had met.
The estimato was based upon
the schedules, without any reference
to plans. As to the lecture read by
the member for Kingston, he thought
he could find the right hon. gentleman
some specimens of his own language
which would show Le had little room
to speak. The hon. member from
Cumberland never spoke without
wounding the feelings of hon. gentle.-
man upon this side of the Honse, and
if ho thought he could indulge in those
offensive epithets-a kind of warfare
that would disgrace a Hottentot Legis-
lature--without hon. gentlemen retali-
ating, ho was much mistaken.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER appealed to the
House to say whether ho had used any
expression justifying the language of
the Hon. the First Minister. When the
hon. gentleman was at a loss for an
answer he fell back upon insults,
.and if he persisted in that course, he
(Mr. Tupper) would, not fail upon
-every occasion to bring it before the
House. He called attention to a dis-
,crepancy between the explanations of
the First Minister with regard to St.
Peter's Canal and the statement of the
hon. member for Richmond, who was
reported in the Official Report on the
-occasion of his having brought the
subject before the House to have stated
in the most distinct terms that the
plans and specifications were before

the House when the money was origi-
f nally voted lor this purpose. The hon.
f member had upon bis arrival at Otta-
i wa this Session invited his (Mr. Tup-
e per's) co-operation in this connection,
r and le had a right now to sustain

what had been said.

Mr. FLYNN said he felt grateful to
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Tupper) for
the assistance ho had received from
him, as would every hon member for

> Cape Breton. In 1874 lie (Mr. Flynn)
hadi inspected the plans of the St.
Peter's Canal, and during that Session
$75,000 was voted for the work based
upon those plans. This was what ho
had said upon that subject. With regard
to what the bon gentleman said about
inviting his (Mr. Tupper's) co-oper-
ation, le had met the hon. gentle-
man after arriving bore, and was in-
formed by him that ho had a motion
prepared on the subject for submission
to the louse. He (Mr. Flynn) had
thon suggested to the hon. member
that the subject would bc botter
brought up by a member from Cape
Breton, which was agreed to between
them. Beyond this he had not invited
the co-operation of the hon. gentleman.
The hon. gentleman had also stated
that it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment of which he was a momber to
carry out the plans of Mr. Perley.
There was no discussion at the time
these estimates were passed in 1874
and 1875.

lon. MIr. MACK ENZIE quoted from
the reports published in the news-
papers to show that, in 1874, when
asked for the plans and spocifications,

e had distinctly stated there were
none then prepared.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the hon.
member for Richmond had stated dis-
tinctly that " plans were thon laid on
the table of the House," which vas
certainly a contradiction of the Pre-
mier's statement. The hon. member
had correctly stated the arrangement
that had been mutually made as to
bringing this matter before the House.
This work, however, was not a local or
Provincial undertaking, or only affect-
ing local interests; it was a Dominion
work, and the hon. member was awaro
that the Provincial Government of
which ho (Mr. Tupper) was a member
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was the Government which had con-
structed it, and that it was being rapid-
ly carried to conclusion at Confedera-
tion, after which it was followed up by
the then Dominion Government. He
repeated the history of the circum-
stances which had led to this matter
being passed over without explanation
for the past two Sessions, showing that
it was laid aside, from time to
time, at the request of the Pre-
mier. He had heartily co-operated
with the hon. member in respect
of this work, for which he had
been repaid by having his motives in
agitating the subject impugned. He
hoped the hon. member would not
abuse a favour of this nature in the
future no matter by whom given. He
remarked that it was perfectly evident
the Minister of Public Works had
based his advertisements for tenders
upon the information before the House
in 1874.

Mr. MACDONELL (Inverness) said
the same assurances given to-day upon
this subject had been given already. He
saw no good arising out of this discus-
sion. In fact, it was clear that it was
brought about for some other object
than merely to forward the interests
of the people of Cape Breton. The
hon. gentlemen had referred to
unparliamentary expressions, and in
the same breath he had insulted hon.
members by telling then they were
ready to say yes or no to anything the
Government might desire. If the hon.
gentleman did not speak of what he did
not know, he would have remembered
that only the other day the Minister
of Public Works had distinctly stated
that the schedules only were laid upon
the table when the vote was asked for
in 1874.

Mr. FLYNN said in his remarks
asking for papers regarding the St.
Peter's Canal, he had made use of the
term " plans and specifications," and
had said these were laid upon the
table. It would be remembered, how-
ever, that his complaint was directed
to the width of the canal, which had
been reduced, and although he
made use of the terms in question, what
he meant to have spoken of was the
engineer's report. He thought this
explanation would be sufficient to meet

Hon. Mr. TuPPER.

the chairge of contradictory statements
as between himself and the Hon. the
First Minister. 'He was ready to give
the hon. member for Cumberland all
due credit for what the Government, of"
which he had been the leader, did for
the St. Peter's Canal, but the work had
been undertaken, although for certain
reasons abandoned, before the hon.
gentleman was in public life.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
the members from Cape Breton were
satisfied with the explanations of the
Premier, and so should the member
for Cumberland, who appeared to be
very deeply concerned about that
county, for what reasons it was easy
to understand. Hie thought they might
well say, in the agony of their spirits,
in this case, "save us from our friend."'

Mr. MACDONALD (Cape Breton)
said he was not satisfied with the expla-
nations of the Premier, and he was
doubtful if all the other members from
Cape Breton were. This discussion was
caused by the Minister denying that in
1874 the dimensions of the canal were
known and fixed. It was according to
his (Mr. Macdonald's) remembrance
that in 1874 these dimensions were
publicly stated, and that the discus-
sion with regard to them was taken
part in by several members from
Ontario. It was currently reported
that the Premier had changed the plans,
not only without consulting the mem-
bers from Nova Scotia, but even with-
out consulting his own colleagues. That
statement was not contradicted up to
the present time.

The item then passed.
Item 95, $10,000, miscellaneous

canals, was passed without discussion.

THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

On item 96, $331,000, Public Build-
ings, Ottawa,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated
that he hoped the library would be
completed within the fiscal year.
$18,900 was a revote which had not
been expended, and there was a new
vote of $6,000, which it was roughly
calculated would suffice for the com-
pletion of the work. The amount of
$296,000 was required for the exten-
sion of the Western Block, now under
contract, and that building would be
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fully required for the accommodation
of the engineeing staff of the Public
Works Department. He remarked
that a mistake had been ma4e in
laying out the interior of the De-
partmental Buildings from the be-
ginning. The rooms were too small,
and in most cases quite unfitted
for the work to be done in them.
There ought to have been several
large rooms where the majority of the
clerical work could be done, and where
supervision would be much simpler
and more complete. This had beon
attended to in the new wing.

The item was agreed to.
MILITIA ESTIMATES.

Unopposed items under the head of
Militia were then taken up. Items
62, 63, 64, 65, 66 and E7 were passed
without much discussion.

On item 68
Mr. IRVING suggested that some

militia officers, young men not below
the rank of captain, might have ac-
companied the Major-General in his
trip across the country, and the cost
of it would have been small in com-
parison to the advantage. The
Major - General might at an
early day go to some other
quarter of the globe, and the informa-
tion he had acquired would thus be
lost. Instances of this kind happened
already.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL desiredsome
information as to the expense of that
trip, which the Minister of Militia said
he would give, but it would not be in
the Public Accounts until next fiscal
year.

Mr. BOWELL ealled attention to the
inferior character of the cloth used in
making the uniforms of the force, on
which subject he quoted from Major
General Smyth's report. He also
stated with regard to that report that
it contained many excellent practical
suggestions, from a man who evidently
knew what he was writing about,
more so, indeed, than was shown by
any similar report presented to Par-
liament.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the defect in the cloth to which the
hon. member for Hastings had called
attention required some explanation

from the Minister of Militia. There
could be no excuse for this, and he
was sure if it had been inspected by
Col. Walker Powell he would never
have allowed such clothing to be taken
from the hands of the contractor.
There was no reason why cloth should
be accepted that a single rain would
change from scarlet to black, and re-
duce the caps to pulp. The Minister
should explain who was the contraetor,
who was the inspector, and how such
articles were allowed to pass.

lon. My. VAIL said the object in
the first place in getting the militia
clothing made in this country was to
give to Canada the benetit of the work.
It originated before he came into office,
and ho was happyto endorse that policy.
Tenders for cloth maufactured in Can-
ada had been extensivcly advertised,
tenders to be received by sample,
the lowest had been accepted and the
contract was carried out in good faitb.
It must be understood that Canadian
manufacturers had not arrived at
the same degree of proficiency in
making cloth as they Lad in England,
especially scarlet cloth, whicl was the
most difficult in the world to manu-
facture so as to stand the effects of sun
and rain. The fact was the Canadian
cloth had not come up to his expecta-
tions. As to the caps, they had been
bought cheap as an experiment, as a
substitute fer the Glengarry caps which
in hot weather exposed the men's
necks and faces to the sun too much.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) ob-
jected to the statement ot the Minis-
ter of Militia going abroad respecting
Canadian cloth, as it would have a
prejudicial effect. Canadian cloth was
equal to cloth made in any part of the
world. It was quite truc that we had
not arrived at the same proficiency in
dying as they had attained in the old
country, but it did not necessarily fol-
low that because British solaiers wore
scarlet uniforms that our militia men
should be dressed in scarlet also. Why
not dress our men in national grey
cloth, that could be produced here most
effectively. Give the manufacturers
a chance and they would produce an
article equal to anything manufactured
in the world for durability and com-
fort.

The item was carried.
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On motion of Mr. MILLS, the time
for receiving reports of Committees on
Private Bills was extended until the
8th of April.

The House adjourned at Ton minutes
past Six o'clock p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, April 3, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

d)Clock.

INSOLVENT ACT ANIENDMENT BILL.

Mr. CARON moved that the Bill to
amend the Insolvent Act of 1875 be
read the second time on Thursday next.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE questioned
whether sucli motion was in order
without due notice being placed on
the paper, the Bill having been nega-
tived on a previous occasion.

After some discussion,
Mr. SPEAKER not having had time

to consult the authorities, was disposed
to rule that the motion was in order.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE then moved in
amendment that ail after the word
" that " in the motion be struck out,
and the words " three months " insert-
ed instead thereof.

Mfr. CARON said non-trad ers were
excluded from the operation of the
Insolvent Law of 1875, and if it were
decided that this provision must con-
tinue a portion of the Act, it was
only fair that they should not be
obliged to accept any compromise
or composition which night be appor-
tioned to traders under that Act. If
they could not avail themselves of the
advantages of the Act, if advantages
they were, they ought not to be sub-
jected to its disadvantages. What
would be the result if they were ? ?I he
result would be that while a farmer
was compelled to accept a compromise
-to accept a very small proportion of
the debt due to him ---ho was himself
compelled to pay to the very same
class of men one hundred cents on the
dollar, and could be forced to pay
whatever balance might be due at any
time he could be got at. It was but
right and just under tho circumstancei
that a farmer should only be compelled

Mr. MACDNALD.

to accept a dividend upon an insolvent
estate as part payment o'f the debt due
to him, and that he should be entitled
at any opportunity to claim payment
in fuil.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
it was very clear that the passage of
this Bill would simply render the In-
solvent Act utterly inoperative, and
would prevent a merchant who had
got into difficulties from getting a
new start. A non-trader refusing
to give discharge would prevent
an' insolvent trader from getting a
settlement, and from beginning
business again. He thought it a
great pity that minor amendments
should be forced upon the consideration
of the House in regard to a law so
recently passed. He had received
many suggestions from his constituents
for amendments, but ho regarded it as
the better course to take all these sug-
gestions into consideration during the
recess, and if alterations were neces-
sary, to have them made after the law
had been fairly tried.

Hon. Mr. POPE was quite in favour
of providing that the farmers should
not be put in a position to become
bankrupt, but he also thought they
should not be obliged to accept as a
final payment of a debt any compro-
mise which might be offered by an in-
solvent trader. If the farmer was to
bo compelled to accept of such a divi-
dend as final payment, ho ought to
himself have the beiefit of the Insol-
vent Act.

Mr. COLBY did not think the Insol-
vency Act was for the public benefit,
but if we were to have it at al], it
would be better not to engraft such an
amendment as this uapon it. With
such a provision as this ho could not
conceive of a more mongrel law than
the Insolvent Act would be.

Mr. PALMER thought it would be a
pity if such an arbitrary precedent as
that which the motion cf the Minister
of Justice constituted were to be es-
tablished. He, however, thought it a
perfect monstrosity to pass such an
amendment as this, and he was in
favour of giving the farmer the benefit
of the Act, if any benefit there were.

Mr. POULIOT supported the Bill
upon the ground that the farmer was
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at present placed in a very unfair and
unjust position, and ought not to be
compelled to accept a dividend of an
insolvent trader as final. ,

Mr. WOOD said this matter was re-
ferred to a Special Committee last year
and received very careful consideration
and the Bill as reported aiso received
careful consideration by the House.
He thought therefore it would be
unwise to tamper with the measure
now. If the law was changed as pro.
posed they might as well sweep it off
the Statute Book altogether. It would
be a great calamity to allow any far-
mer to go into insolvency. The law
should not be interfered with until after
a proper trial as to its-utility.

Mir. WI[TE saw no objection to the
amendment, and indeed thought it
would be in the interests of the agricul-
tural community. It was only just
that faà mers should have the same
rights and privileges as merchants,
and ho hoped the hon. Minister of Jus-
tice would allow the motion to carry.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
during his long Parliamentary experi-
ence he had never heard a motion
like that of his hon. friend for Quebec
County objected to before. When the
motion was placed on the Orders of the
Day would have been the proper time to
introduce the amendment. The course
of the Minister of Justice might intro-
duce an undesirable precedent.

Hon.' Mr. BLAKE thought the
right hon. member for Kingston was
scarcely correct in suggesting that
the course was unprecedented, and
gave two instances of similar mo-
tions. He quite agreed that they
should not avail themselves of such
an amendment unless the House
had an opportunity of discussing the
matter - but this bill had already
been debated and decided adversely.
There was another Bill in respect to
the Insolvent Act which was now in
Committee. Tho Government had de-
clared its policy in regard to this Act
at an early stage in the Session, which
was to allow it to operate for another
year with only the slight amendments
which it was generally necessary to
incorporate into such measures. He
thought the second reading of the Bill
in question having been negatived, he

was consulting the ceonvcnience of the
House and country by proposing to
reach a conclusion at once on the stib-
ject.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER suggested that
the motion should be allowed to go on
the Notice Paper, when the principle
for which the Hon. Minister of Justice
was contending could be more properly
discussed.

Mr. GALBRAITH thought the
farmers, who did not come within the
provisions of the Act, had no right to
suffer from its operation. Wholesale
merchants in dealing with the agricul-
turists generally realised a large profit,
but the latter made very little by these
transactions, and ho did not believe it
was fair or right they should suffer.

Mr. SPEAKER quoted from the
English IHansard of 1864 with regard
to the question of procedure, and ruled
the present motion in order.

Mr. SCATCHERD thought the ques-
tion invoked by this Bill had received
but little consideration ; at any rate it
had not*been brought jforcibly to bis
attention before. He did not under-
stand the principle that one man
should be discharged from bis debts
and another man should not have the
same privilege. He was opposed to
the Insolvent Law, which he did not
think was required- in this county, and
as the motion was in the right direc-
tion and favoured the placing of the
farmers on an equality with the mer-
cantile community, he would vote
against the amendment.

Hon. MIr. BLAKE withdrew bis
amendment, and the motion was car-
ried.

SEWING MACHINE sHUTTLES.

Mr. COLBY moved the second read-
ing of th* Bill to enablo Ozro Morrill
to obtain a patent for certain inven-
tions and improvements in sewing
machine shuttles.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Department would take means of
satisfying itself that the improve-
ments were of such a nature as might
reasonably cause a doubt to be enter-
tained as to whether the former patent
did or did not cover the object sought
by this measure. If not, the patent
would be granted, but othervise the
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present arrangement would not be in-
terfered with.

With this understanding the Bill was
read the third time and passed.

LONDON AND CANADA LOAN AND AGENCY
COMPANY.

The House went into Committee on
the Bill to amend the Act 35 Victoria,
chapter 108, intituled: "An Act to
amend the Act incorporating t he Lon-
don and Canada Loan and Agency
Company (hmited)"-Mr. Milns in the
chair.

The Committee rose and reported
the IBill, and the third reading was
fixed for to-morrow.

ST. LAWRENCE BANK.

The House went into Committee--
Mr. Bowell in the chair-on the Bill
to amend the charter of "The St. Law-
rence Bank," and to change the name
of the said bank to that of "The Stan-
dard Bank of Canada" (as amended by
Standing Committe on Banking and
Commerce).

The Committe rose and reported the
Bill,'which was read the third time and
passed.

DIOCESE OF RUPERT'S LAND.

On item four being called,

House in Committee on Bill (No. 71)
----An Act to incorporate the Synod of
the Church of England, Diocese of
1Rupert's Land (as amendod by Stand-
ing Committee on Private Bills,)

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said this Bill, with
measures of a similar character, had
been under the consideration of the
Government, and he would suggest to
his hon. friend from Cardwell the ex-
pediency of not proceeding further
this Session. It would be within the
recollection of the House that a year
since a measure was passed to incorpo-
rate the Wesleyan Methodist Mis-
sionary Society, giving them power to
hold lands throughout the Domin-
ion, and to carry on their
operations. Another measure was
introduced at an earlier period, con-
taining similar provisions. These
measures were not much debated at
the time, but there was cousiderable
doubt on the part of the legal mem-
bers as to the constitutionality of the

fon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Federal Parliament dealing with ther
subject. It was obvious that if this
present unsatisfactory condition of
affairs continued, the difficulties sur-
rounding such legislation would become
greater, year after year, as those appli-
cations would become more numerous
and the demands with reference to-
land holding, &c., would become more
exacting. The Government proposed,
during the recess, to look into the
question of constitutionality, and to
obtain an opinion on the subject from
the Judges. If it were determined that
Parliament had the right to grant the
powers asked by this and other Bills,
a general law dealing witb the ques
tion would be introduced. To attempt
to pass an Act this Session would, in a
measure, defeat the end of carefully
considering the subject, and would
leave the door open fbr injurious con-
sequences.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
said he would not press the measure in
the face of the objections raised by his
hon. friend the Minister of Justice.
He, however, remarked that this Bill
really provided for nothing which was
not contained in the Bill for the union
of the Synod for the Lower Provinces
with that of the Upper Provinces,
which had been agreed to in this
Parliarrent. He moved that the order
be discharged.

Mr. MILLS said, with the amend-
ments proposed, he had supported the
measure in the Private Bills Commit-
tee, but the hon. member for Cardwell
would remember that he had already
expressed an opinion adverse to it on
the constitutional point.

The order was then discharged.

MISCELLANEOUS PRIVATE BILLS.

The flouse then went into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the Bill to in-
corporate the National Loan and Life
Assurance Company of Canada-Mr.
Blain in the Chair.

The various clauses of the Bill were
agreed to, and reported with some
verbal amendments.

The Bill was then read - the third
time, the name 'having been changed
to the Union Assurance Company of
Canada.
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The Bill to incorporate the Canada
Assurance Corporation also passed
through Committee of the Whole,
was read the third time and passed;
as were the Bill to incorporate the
Chartei-ed Bank of London and British
America, and the Bill respecting Loans
by the British American Land Com-
pany.

BRAS D OR LAKE LIGHT-HOUSE.

Mr. TREMAINE enquired whether
it is the intention of the Government
to build a dwelling for the keeper of
MacKenzie's Point Light House, no-th
side Bras d'Or Lake, County of Vic-
toria, N. S., and if so, when ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is the
intention.

VETERANS OF 1812.

Mr. BARTHE enquired why the
Government have refused to pay to
the Veterans of 1812, who reside
temporarily in the United States, their
share of the bonus voted in 1875, the
Act making no distinction ? Why the
Government have refused to pay to
Michael Heroux, of the Parish of St.
IRobert, County of Richelieu, the
amount of his claim ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL-I stated some time
ago in answer to a question, that we
found the English practice is not to
make payments in cases of this nature,
and I fancy the same principle will
apply with propriety in Canada.

QUEBEC POST OFFICE.

Mr. CARON enquired why, and in
accordance with what instructions
does thé Postmaster of Quebec refuse
to sell postage stamps at the said office,
contrary to the Act regulating the
Postal Service ? Also, whether it is
the intention of the Government to
provide a remedy for this breach of the
law ?

Hon. M:r. HUNTINGTON-The
Government bas no knowledge that
the Postmaster at Quebec refuses to
comply with the law. On the contrary,
the Government is under the impression
that ho is acting in accordance with
the law.

Mr. CARON said ho doubted if the
Postmaster General understood the
question, from the nature of bis reply.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON-The
Government is under the impression
that the Postmaster of Quebec is acting
according to bis instructions.

MINERAL RESOURCES OF CAPE BRETON.

Mr. TREMAINE enquired whether
it is the intention of the Government
to send a geologist to Cape Breton to
report upon the mineral resources of
the Island.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-The Department
bas had a geologist in Cape Breton for
the last two years, and it is probable
there will be one there for a short
time this season also.

DUTY ON BRITISH COL UMBIA FISH1.

Mr. DECOSMIOS enquired whether
negotiations are now pending or do the
Government intend to open negotia-
tions with the United States with the
obiect of extend ng the Treaty of
Washington to British Columbia, in
order that the fish and fish oils of that
Province may be admitted into the
United States, duty free ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---There are
no negotiations pending at the present
time with that object. Very recently
it was decided by the United States
Government that the Columbia fish
could not be admitted to their
markets under the Washington Treaty,
which opinion was coincided in by the
Imperial Government. I may add,
however, that we will be very glad to
do anything we can to hive the privi-
lege extended to British Columbia
also.

ST. OUR'S LOCKS TOLLS.

Mr. CHEVAL enquired whether it
is the intention of the Government to
continue in force the unjust law regu-
lating the amount which each steam-
boat bas to pay in order to pass through
the St. Our's Lock, under which two
steamboats of the same size pay, the
one 32 cents and the other $1.95 ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---The inten-
tion of the Government is, of course,
to conform to the law. As I under-
stand it, some of the vessels have been
meas'ured under different Statutes, and
in this way an apparent injustice arises.
The matter bas been under the consid-
eration of the Fishery Department and
the Department of Justice.
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REPRINTING OF THE STATUTES.

Mr. POZER (in the absence of Mr.
Béchard) enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government to cause
to be printed in French and published
in a separate volume, all the Criminal
Laws relating to the Dominion ; as
was donc in English last year ? Also,
whether these two volumes, English
and French, vill be distributed like
the ordinary Statutes ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the circum-
stance which called for the reprinting
in English of the Criminal Statutes
last year arose out of the admission of
British Columbia, Manitoba and Priice
Edward Island after the passing of
these laws. Application for the Crimi-
nal Statutes had been made by some
of these Provinces, and the reprinting
was nainly to meet this want. The
attention of the Government had not
been called to the subject suggested by
the hon. member's question.

RAILWAY TOLLS.

Mr. OLIVER rose to move that
the House go into Committee of the
Whole to consider the following reso-
lations:-

il st. That whenever the tolls on any
Railwaty in Canada, now or to b2 hereaftter
constructed, and subject to the jurisdiction of
Canada as reepects the matters hereinafter
mentioned, are reduced or raised by by-law in
accordance with the provisions of any Act of
the Legislature of the late Province of Canada,
or of the Parliament of Canada, such reduction
or raising of the tolls shall in no case be made
to apply to any particular section of the
railway, but shall apply pro raaj t> the entire
length thereof.

" 2nd. That every railway company shall,
according to their respective powers, afford all
reasonable facilities to ail corporations and
individuals for the receiving and forwarding
and delivery of traffic upon and from their
railway ; and no company shall give or con-
tinue any preference or advantage to any par-
ticular corporation or individual in any respect
whatsoever, nor shall any Railway Company
subject any particularcorporation or individual
to any prejudice or disadvantage in any re.
spect whatever ; and any agreement made be-
tween any railway company and any corpora-
tion or individual contrary to the foregoing
provisions, shall be unlawful, null and void.

" 3rd. That if any railway company, or
any officer, servant or agent of any Railway
Company in any way contravenes the provi-
sions of the next preceding sections, such
railway company, or such officer, servant or
agent, personally, shall, for each such contra-

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

vention, incur a penalty not exceeding fi/qy
dollars over and above the actual damages in-
curred, which penalty may be recovered with
costs, in a summary manner, before any Justice
of the Peace, by the party aggrieved by such
contravention, to and for the use of such party
aggrieved.

" 4th. That every railway company here-
tofore, or which may be hereafter incorporated,
or whether their railway has been heretofore
constructed or is hereafter to be constructed,
having granted any facilities to any express
company, shall grant equal facilities on equal
terms and conditions to any other express
company now incorporated, or hereafter to be
incorporated in Canada, demanding the sam."

In doing so, he said this subject had
already engaged the attention of the
fHouse on two occasions. It had also
engaged the attention of the Committee
on Railways and Telegraphs; and from
statements made by Ministers last
Session before that Committee, he had
no doubt it had also entered into the con-
sideration of the Government when they
were preparing their Com mon Carriers'
Bill-a Bill which in his estimation was
of very great importance to the people
of this country. He very much regret-
ted that the House vas not to have an
opportunity of passing the measure in
question through this Session. He had
no doubt some of the resolutions he had
put upon the notice paper some time
ago found their way into that Bill, al-
though what he conceived to be the
principal one did not. The subject had
commended itself of late to the earnest
consideration of the commercial eom-
munity, and the Dominion Board of
Trade had it brought before them at
their late meeting in this city the fol-
lowing resolution:

"Mr. Farrell, then moved, seconded by Mr.
Lukes :-' That, considering the injustice
done to the majority of shippers of produce in
Canada, a memorial be presented to the Gov-
ernment, asking them to take the subject of
preferential railway freights into their con-
sideration.'"

This resolution had been carried, and
althouglh he was not aware that it had
been pressed upon the attention of the
Government by the Board, he had
corne to the conclusion that the simple
fact of their having passed such a mo-
tion was enough to impress the Ad-
ministration with the reasonableness of
the proposition. Another very im-
portant body, the Millers' Association,
at their meeting in Toronto last year,
had also arrived at similar conclusions
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in regard to the existing state sof the
carrying trade, and agreed to the fol-
lowing motion on the subject:-

" Whereas some railways of the Dominion
being largely subsidized by public funds are in
the practice of giving preferential shipments
and rates on foreign freight ; also, private
preferential rates and shipments on local and
through freights to certain individuals of the
Dominion, the former being a manifest injustice
and flagrant breach of faith towards the peo-
pie of this country by the diversion and use of
public moneys for purposes which were never
intended or designd-the latter as being un-
fair toward the majority of producers, manu-
factur-rs, and shippers by monopolizing prices,
markets, and freights. And, whereas, the ag-
grieved parties who are daily suffering and
being imposed upon are powerless in their in-
dividual capacity or influence, to remedy the
abuses, that this Association do instantly and
earnestly call the attention of the House of
Commons and the Government to the palpable
injustice to the community at large."

It appeared, however, that instead
of pressing this wise resolution upon
the attention of the Government, in-
stead of coming down here and asking
for justice with respect to railway
rates, they had petitioned Parliament
for protection.

There vere many grievances against
the railvays of which the people of this
country very justly complained in re-
gard to the carrying trade. Foreign
freight was carried at a very much
lower rate than Canadian freight,
there were local differential rates
distinguishing between places in
Canada where there was and -was
not competition, and different in-
dividuals even, although residing and
doing business in the samo town, were
accorded different rates. The rolling
stock of the throulgh railways were for
the most part employed in carrying
foreign produce to the markets of the
Eastern States, and it was impossible
for the Canadian shippers to get ac-
conmodation. These complaints were
heard upon every hand, and referred to
in strong terms in the public prints.
That the produce of the Western States
was carried at a very much lower rate
over Canadian railways than was Ca-
nadian produce would not ho presumed
be denied, but he would point out a
few notable cases. Let us take
the article of wheat, an 1 it would
be found that it had been car-
ried over the Grand Trunk from
Chicago to Liverpool for less than
Canadian railways carried it from

Guelph to Toronto-less, indeed, by
one cent and a half per hundred pounds.
This was stated, not only on his (Mr.
Oliver's) own authority, but upon the
authority of Mr. Boulton, a prominent
gentleman engaged in the grain trade,
whose opinion was thus reported in the
newspapers -

" Mr. Boulton said that the railways were
continually apologizing for the necessity of
their cultivating a through trade, but he did
not see how the rates could pay them; if they
did, then by the local rates they must be
making fortunes. He said that wheat had
been carried f rom Chicago to Liverpool at
one and a half cent less than it had been
carried from Guelph t, Toronto."

It was also stated upon good authori-
ty that grain had been carried from
Detroit to Portland over the Grand
Trunk for $13 per car load less than
from Toronto to the same place. Pork
had also been carried from Chicago to
Ottawa for 25 cents per barrel less than
fron the city of London to Ottawa.
It was stated upon authority which
could not be disputed, that the
freight per barrel of flour from
Chicago to Portland was 69 cents,
while from Toronto to Portland it was
70 cents. At a manufacturer's meet-
ing in Toronto recently, it was stated
that the invariable practice of the
railway companies in this countrywas
to carry all kinds of manufactured
goods fron the -United States to all
points in Canada at a less rate than
they carried goods manufactured in
this country. If any one were inclined
to dispute this, they had but to ex-
amine the published proceedings of the
annual meeting of the Great Western
Railway Company in London. It was
there stated that there were eight
through freight trains from the west
to the east and but two local freight
trains. lhe earnings of the through
trains were 60 per cent. of the whole,
while the earnings of the local trains
forméd 40 per cent., thus showing that
each through train only earned 7½ per
cent. of the income from freight, while
each local train earned 20 per cent.
There was no room to doubt that the
rolling stock of the Canadian railways
was being used to convey foreign
freight to our own and foreign
markets, to ihe utter neglect and
great disadvantage of our own pro-
ducts. It would be remembered that a
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few years ago the City Council of
Montreal appointed a Committee to in'-
vestigate this matter, and a very valu-
able report was published, in which
there appeared a correspondence which
had taken place between themselves
and the Manager of the Grand Trunk.
At that time it was proved that the
commercial men of Canada had lost an
immense sum of money in consequence
of the proportion of our Canadian roll-
ing stock employed in carrying the
produce of the Western States to the
markets of England and the Eastern
States, to the exclusion of Canadian
produce. At non-compoting points it
was ascertained that freight had to
wait the convenience of the railway
companies, and that the necessary
facilities were afforded only after the
Western produce had been carried to
market. That was a grievance of
which the people of this country had a
right to complain. The people
were being yearly taxed to a
great amount on account of
these railways. The Grand Trunk
owed us, principal and interest, some
thirty millions, having received a sub-
sidy of $ 15,000,000,or $ 15,000 per mile ;
and we loaned money to the Great
Western, cancelling $1,250,000 in the
settlement of the debt. Surely when
all this was remembered it would be
admitted to be a fair and reasonable
proposition that these railways should
carry the products of this country upon
àt least the same terms as they offered
to foreigners.

Another complaint made by millers
was that the railways gave preference
to wheat as compared to flour in the
matter of rates, The milling interest
in this country was of great import-
ance. We have about 1,000 mills of
different capacities, in which there are
perhaps six millions of capital invested,
giving employment to some 16,000 or
17,000 hands directly and indi-ectly.
It was stated upon good authority that
during the time navigation is closed,
the railways did everything in their
power to favour the English manufac-
turer of flour, and that they carried
220 pounds of wheat for 25 cents from
Toronto to the seaboard, while for a
barrel of fiur of the same weight they
charged 40 cents. This -was a direct
bonus to the manufacturers of England

Mr. OLIVER.

and the Eastern States, and operated
injuriously against the millers of this
country, without benefitting the pro-
ducer of wheat a single cent. Hle took
three points on the Great Western
Railway as an illustration of the unfair
system upon whieh rates were levied.
Barley, per 100 pounds, from Paris to
Detroit, 160 miles, costs 16 cents; from
Woodstock to Detroit, 140 miles, 19
cents; from London to Detroit, 160
miles, 13 cents; thus showing that
there is a preference given to compet-
ing points against those which are not.
Another instance was quoted by the
President of the Millers' Association of
a dealer who had a contract to fill a
large order for a firm in Boston. le
had a quantity of flour at Guelph and
another at Rockwood, seven miles to
the east. The freight from Guelph
to Boston was 50 cents per barrel,
and from Rockwood to Boston 78 cents.
What this trader did was to ship that
portion of his consignment lying at
Rockwood to Guelph, re-shipping it
from thence to Boston, and thereby
realizing a handsome profit.

Dairy producers, in his (Mr. Oliver's)
constituency had to ship their cheese,
intended for export, to London-a
competing point-- -and thence re-ship
it to Liverpool, in order to have
the advantage of a reasonable rate.

Ie might also state that it was
found on certain sections of the Great
Western Railway, in consequence of
the enormous rates for local freight,
more profitable to resort to the old
system of conveying articles of manu-
facture from one point to another, and
not to make use of the railway at all.
As an instance ho quoted from a Dan-
das newspaper the following oxtract :

Mr. J. P. Bellin ton, of Dundas, who is
extensively engaged In manufacturing grain
drills, and who sells largely in Waterloo and
Wellington counties, is now shipping hie drills
to Galt, Preston and Guelph by teams and sav-
ing about $1 on each drili ; and this, too, over
bad roads and with tolls to pay every Ive
miles."

It was unnecessary for him to go
over any more instances wherein rail-
ways had been unjust to the people of
this country. It was universally ad-
mitted that such was the case, and
that the injustice was done, not sinply
to one interest, not sim ly to one lo-
cality, not simply to particular indi-

TOlUS.(COMMONS.]



ToUls. 1015

viduals, but to the general public. le
would make one honourable exception.
He found the Canada Southern, built
with foreign capital, and controlled by
Americans, did more justice to the peo-
ple of' this country than roads which
were built with Canadian capital and
worked by parties sent out from the
old country to manage them.

It was easy to sec how one district
was placed at disadvantage as compared
with another. London, for example
was a competing point. Every effort
was made to draw traffic to that citv.
It was an easy matter, when a railway
company owned property in any town
or city which it was desired to make
valuable, to draw traffic to that
point at the expense of other places.
If one commercial man had the ear
of the eompany, too, it was quite pos-
sible for him to drive all his compe-
titors out of the market. This was
more especially the case in the com-
mission business. In this way one or
two men were able to control the mar-
kets in the towns, and get prices
regulated just to suit themselves. Mr.
Boulton, of Toronto, in a recent
letter to the press, gave the following
instance:

I Within tne last fortnight two brokers
were negotiating for the purchase of a lot of
flour for shipment to the Maritime Provinces.
One of the parties on application to the Grand
Trunk agent here, was refused a concession of
five cents per barrel which would have enabled
him to fill an order for the purchase, and his
chance fell through ; the other, for some
reason best known to themselves, was granted
the' very same abatement. Surely it is a
glaring impropriety that these discriminations
should be made in matters of personal compe-
tition; but I contend, moreover, that the
public, from their peculiar interest as inves-
tors in the Grand Trunk stock, have a right
to insist that from the highest to the lowest
all should be treated alike."

It was stated it was nothing but fair
and right that competing points should
have the advantage of reduced rates
which competition gave them. That
might be very well if the railways
were private commercial undcrtakings,
but tbey were the property of the
people, and more or less under the
control of the legislature of this coun-
try. In Oxford County they paid
about $12,000 intorest yearly on the
debt of the Grand Trunk and Great
Western Railways, and yet they had

to pay $50,000 a year more for the
carrying of their produce than if thev
were placed at a competing point. So
long as these railways were built in
the interests of the people, they ought
to deal with the public in all sections
upon equal ternis. It was stated in
extenuation of the conduct of the
railways that they were bankrupt, or,
at any rate, in greatly reduced cir-
cumstances. He need scarcely ask
from what this arose. He need not
inform the House it was not in con-
sequence of carrying the freight of
Canada, but of the ruinously low rates
at which theycarried the freight of other
countries. The recent investigations
with reference to the Great Western
and Intercolonial Railways revealed
a sort of management which, if the
same were carried out upon all the
railways in Canada, it was no wonder
they were bankrupt. Why, the Great
Western had invested in some of the
most extraordinary and unproductive
works. When the idea of building
the Canada Southern was mooted, the
Great Western undertook to prevent
it, and, failing in that, built a compet-
ing line from Glencoe to Fort Brie,
which was quite unnecessary for their
work. The» toll by-law was a dead
letter, in so far as it was supposed to
afford protection to the public interest,
for the railway companies just charged
what they pleased.

Hie might be allowed to say that lie
was not wedded to the resolutions he
had placed on the paper. A grievance
existed, and he was not particular as
to the remedy so long as one was ap-
plied. His*resolutions were not intro-
duced, as had been stated by some hon.
gentlemen, with a desire to bring about
a pro rata Bill; they simply provided
that if any reduction took place it
should be pro rata, and that if there
was any increase it should be pro rata.
So far as the people were concerned, ho
believed such an arrangemènt would
remove their grievance. If any hon.
members had a more preferable posi-
tion, or if the Government would state
that they would take the matter under
serious consideration, ho would be per-
fectly satisfied. In certain sections
the people had endeavoured to cure
the existing evil thomselves by building
local railways to compete with the

Railway {APRIL 3, 1876.]



1016 Railway

Trunk lines. But the latter brought
all their power to bear on the destruc-
tion of those projects. Even when the
inhabitants of varions sections were
willing to tax themselves for the con-
struction of lines, with this object the
Great Western and Grand Trunk rail-
ways tried in every way tu defeat that
laudable object----even going as far as
to destroy the railway credit of. the
country in the English money mar-
ket. We were at present, and
would be for some time to come,
at the mercy of the Trunk roads,
and every effort should be used to
break up their disastrous monopoly.
The Lcal Government of Quebec had
done all they could in this direction,
coming down with a bold policy, and
declaring they would not have the
local lines, which were calculated to
benefit the people, destroyed in conse-
quence of the influence of the Grand
Trunk road in the English market;
and they introduced a scheme by'
which those lines should be constructed
by the Local Governmont. In Ontario
certain lines had remained in abeyance
owing to the exertions of the trunk
railways, and would probably not
be completed until thc- were willing
to withdraw their opposition. Thero
was no other remedy but an appeal to
the Federal Government at the pre-'
sent time, and ho trusted they would
make every effort to assist the people
in this very desirable way. It had
been stated at Boards of Trade and
Miller's Association meetings that the
Government have no control over rail-
ways, but no railway in this or any
other country could be constructed
without the permission of the Govern-
ment ; railways could not levy a
dollar toll without the consent of
the authorities, and were, in fact,
completely under their control.
Th3 same grievanoes from which
Canadians were now suffering were
experienced in England. Previous
to 1873, all disputed cases were refer-
red to the courts, which was found a
tedious operation, but in that year
commissioners were appointed to in-
vestigate into every grievance from
railways, canals and shippers, and such
matters are dealt with promptly at the
present time. If our Government
would follow the example of Great

Mr. OLIVER.

Britain in this particular, as we ought
to follow it in everything which would
conduce to our good, he was confident
they would confer a great boon on the
country. When prices went up in
England or in Boston and other east-
ern cities, we are at the morcy of the
trunk linos; we cannot get our pro-
ducts into those markets in time to be
benefitted by the advance. The pro-
ductions of the Western States are car-
ried in until the narkets become glut-
ted, and we have to wait until it suited
the convenience of the railways which
the people of Canada built to transport
our products. This was a state òf
affairs which should be remedied, and
ho trusted the Ilouse would favorably
consider the resolutions he now moved.

It being six o'clock, the House took
a recess.

AFTER RECESS.

On the debate on Mr. Oliverls motion
being called,

lHon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
quite admitted many of the grievances
complained of by his hon. friend from
North Oxford, and had hoped that
they would have had an opportunity
to discuss those matters relating to the
carriage of goods upon a Bill, which,
however, had not passed the ordeal of
another place, and would consequently
not be brought before them for discus-
sion. le supposed from the remarks
of his hon. friend that he also expected
to reach a debate upon the introduc-
tion of that Bill promised in His
Excellency's Speech to Parliament.
At prosent he could only say to him
that they had had the matter under
consideration, and would have it again
under consideration, but ho was not
able to say precisely what they might
be able do in the promises. It was,
however, entirely too late in this ses-
sion to attempt to introduce any mea-
sure with the slightest prospect of
success, and while ho was not prepared
to say that the Government would be
able to do anything except to direct
the attention of the proper officer to
the table of rates and charges of the
reqpective railways, he hoped ho might
ask his hon. friend not to press the
motion upon the louse at the present
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time. The hon. gentleman could
accomplish nothing by it; he had
brought the subject very fully before
the House and the country, and had
exposed the necessity that to bis mind
existed for some change which would
ensure absolute justice to every per-
son having goods to carry on the
railways. He did not agree with the
hon. gentleman that it was possible to
obtain apro rata system throughout, be-
cause our leading railways have to con-
tend with leading railways carrying the
produce of the Great West to the ocean,
and greater or less divergence from the
pro rata system was necessary, in order
to give them any business to do. With
regard to the carrying trade within our
(;wn borders, the case might be differ-
ent. He was aware the pro rata is in
existence in regard to passenger traffic,
with a slight difference in favor of long
distances, and while it was more diffi-
cult to apply it to articles of merchandise
carried on local railways, still there
might be abuses that could and ought
to be redressed, and so far as they could
effect that purpose, the Government
were willing to direct attention to it.

Mr. IRVING (Hamilton) said the
question was one of considerable diffi-
culty, in consequence of the impossi-
qility, or rather impracticability or
want of will on the part of Parliament
to legislate at variance with what are
recognised as vested rights. We had
in the first place chartered railways,
giving them authority to collect tolls at
certain rates, viz., tolls which they shall
fix subject to the assent, or disapproval
of the Governor in Council. Hlaving
permitted the railway to borrow
money upon the faith of those tolls,
it became almost an impossible
task to a Legislature such as
this to legislate in a way which might
almost be looked upon as confiscation.
But although the railways generally in
the cases complained of did not.levy
tolls to as high a rate as they could by
law, the difficulties arose by reason of
their charging freights which are too
low in one sense, and yet not low
enough for those localities which have
not the benefit of competition. The
question that was open to examination
was whether or not the rates they
levied are at variance with that branch
of the law which directs that they
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shall not levy tolls giving preference
to one party over another. The law
is that " the same tolls shall be payable
" at the same time and under the same
" circumstances upon the goods of all
" persons, so that no undue advantage,
" privilege, or monopoly may be
" afforded to one person or class of
"persons by any by-laws relating to
"tolls." Many of the complaints
which the hon. member for North
Oxford made resolved themselves into
an undue preference given to certain
classes of traders, therefore the only
way of altering that was by giving
the public some simple and easy
remedy whereby the difficulties com-
plained of might be easily adjudicated
upon. At present there is no tribunal
by which the suitor or wronged party
can conveniently take up the matter.
So seriously was this felt in
England that a tribunal of three
experienced men was appointed to
sit all the year roand as arbitra-
tors, to examine into the details of
these questions, and make certain rules
which are capable of being carried
into effect. He was not proposing
that this very expensive system should
be introduced into Canada, but he
thought some simple practice and pro-
cedure might be 'adopted whereby
judges of experience might have thc
power to deal similarly with a question
of'this kind subject to appeal to some
tribunal in cases of doubt. He was
inclined to think if the Government
took up this question they would allay
very extensive dissatisfaction which
prevailed among all persons who are
in the habit of shipping goods over
railways. There would be nothing
revolutionary in such a system; it
would be but the providing of' means
to carry out the law, and would in no
way encroach upon the vested rights
of the railways. It would prevent
them from making mistakes on the
one hand, and shippers from making
unjustifiable claims on the others. With
reference to the statements of the hon.
member for North Oxford, we only
heard of those matters frorn newspaper
letters and correspondence. There had
not been, that ho was aware of, any
petitions emanating from Boards of
Trade and so forth, calling upon Par-
liament to take up the question. No
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doubt some of those newspaper state-
monts had some foundation in fact, but
he was not aware that ever the matter
had been brought before the attention
of Parliament in a way that it might
be considered a living,burning question
except through the occasional remarks
of the hon. mover. He thought the
matter was of sufficient importance,
however, to induce the Govornment to
give it full consideration by the next
Session of Parliament.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
hon member for Hamilton had referred
to the inopportuneness oftho time for
making those charges, considering the
position of the several railways as a
very important element in the discus-
sion. Some of the leading companies,
as was well known, were in financial
difficulties on accoun-t of the depression
in the carrying as well as other trades,
and any legislation looking to an abrupt
termination of rights, if exercised
at the prosent moment, mir lit have a
prejudicial effect on railway securities.

Mr. IRVING said nothing would
justify interference with their vested
rights, but bis argument was that if
they-were required to carry out the
law, it should be carried out in its in-
tegrity, and there should be no discri-
mination.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government had given their attention
to obtaining accurate railway statis-
tics, which seemed to him to be the
firstrequisite to enable them to deal
with the railways. Those statistics
had hardly been obtainable up to this
time, and it was scarcely possible yet
to obtain them without statutory
power. They might find it necessary
to have some further authority to ob-
tain the perfect information roquired,
and which it was in the interest of the
public in the first place, and ultimately
in the interest of the companies, should
be furnished. He had given some
personal attention to this matter, and
intended to devote even more atten-
tion to it. In the meantime it would
be in the public interest if the bon.
member for North Oxford withdrew his
resolutions.

Mr. OLIVER said he was aware it
was too late in the Session to press an
important measure of this kind upon

Mr. IEING.

the House. He was was also cognizant
of the fact that if it were pressed now
it could not reach maturity. He might
state that the hon. First Minister was
rather mistaken with reference to the
meaning of the resolutions. le did
not ask for a pro rata rate, but that the
rates fixed by the Governor in Council
should be adhered to, and if any
deviation took place, if a reduction
was sanctioned, then that reduction
should be pro rata, and the saine with
any inerease. That was the real
meaning of his resolutions, and his
opinion was that instead of being
injurious such arrangement would be
beneficial to. the companies. The
country was not opposed to the rates
fixed by the Governor in Council, but
they were opposed to one individual
having to pay those rates and another
getting bis freight carried for, about
one half. With reference to the state-
ment of the hon. member for Hamilton
that the companies had obtained
money upon the assurance that those
rates would be continued, ho did not
think that was the case. He believed
every railway charter was subjeet to
any legislation that might in future
take place with reference to such
railways. The bon. member stated
that no petitions had been presented
to the House. Very strong resolutions
were passed by the Board of Trade in
favour of the idea embodied in the
resolutions, and an expression of an
important body like this was equivalent
to a great number of petitions to Parlia-
ment. He hoped that the Government
during the recess, would take this
subject fully into consideration, and
ere long give the country the benefit of
a proper Common Carriers Bill. At the
request of the First Minister he would
asic leave to withdraw the resolutions.

Leave was granted, and the subject
dropped.

THE SUGAR REFINING INTEREST.

Mr. DESJARDINS moved for copies
of correspondence, petitions and memo-
rials relating to the Sugar refining
interest. lie said that some remarks
were necessary with a view to the pro-
per understanding of this matter. It
was a well known fact that after the
Budget Speeh of the Finance Minister
the most important sugar refinery in
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the country had to close its doors,
leaving useless an invested capital of
.over $1,000,000; and 300 men perma-
nently employed were left without
further occupation. The census of 1870-
'71 shows that the annual products of
that establishment amounted to $2,620,-
000 ; $2,400,000 being the value of
importations; that the salaries then
paid in the establishment amounted
to $71,000; that $120,000 was paid
.annually for cooperage, and $14,000
for iron works and general repairs.
When the establishment was in opera-
tion 14,000 tons of coal, carried by our
ships from the Pictou Mines, were an-
nually consumed. In view of these
facts it would be idle to contend that
in this case a private interest merely is
concerned. On the contrary not only
was our-home trade seriously affected
thereby, but also our commerce with
foreign countries, more especially the
West Indies. Moreover, our merchant
navy was deprived of the benefits to be
derived from the transport each way
-of material. After the abolition of
the Treaty of Reciprocity in 1875,
when it became known that the Ame-
rican market was closed to our pro-
,ductions, a Commission was appointed
by the Government then in power to
visit the West Indies, Brazil, and
-other countries, with a view to ascer-
taining whether it would not be pos-
sible to establish direct commercial
relations with them, in order to replace
the trade until then maintained by the
intermediary of the United States. It
was thon established beyond doubt
that if we could export some of our
produce, such as timber, beef, &c., and
bring a return cargo, we could diminish
the cost of transport, and compete suc-
cessfully with the United States and
other countries. The principal pro-
duct of the West Indies being sugar,
the attention of the Government was
directed to the fact that by establish-
ing and encouraging the development
of sugar refineries here, a fleet of ves-
8els would find employment in carry-
ing home produce to the West India
Islands, while they brought return
cargoes of raw material for the re-
fineries. There already had existed
for a number of years a refinery at
Montrea!, which the census of 1860
shows manufactured to the value of
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$450,000 only. It would, therefore, be
evident that trade had very consider-
ably developed- up to the year 1871,
when, at Montreal, the value of sugar
refined there rose to nearly $4,000,000.
Since that period, instead of increas-
ing, this branch of industry had lan-
guished year by year, and one
establishment, that of Messrs. Mol-
son and Smith, had to be closed. The
cause of this decline is very generally
attributed to the changes which were
made about that time in the tariff.
The other refinery continued in opera-
tion with some difficulty, while peti-
tioning at frequent intervals for an
alteration in the duties. For some
months past the latter establishment
had struggled for existence in the hope
that that had been awakened by sup-
porters of the Government, that this
Session would bring with it the much
required change in the tariff. Unfor-
tunately for that establishment and for
the country, they were deceived in
their expectations, and the establish-
ment has been compelled to close
rather than to carry on at a direct
loss. In order to show that by the
closing of this establishment more than
the proprietors and employees were
the losers, he would read from a letter
already brought under the notice of
this louse. It was addressed to his
hon. friend from Montreal West, and
signed by the largest sugar importers
of Montreal. They said:-

" We desire to bring under your notice, and,
through you, under that of the Minister of
Finance, the difficulty-we might say, the
impossibility-which we experience in carry,
ing on direct trade with Canada and the
West Indies. The difficulty to which we
refer is the want of modification here for
Mascavado sugar, which constitutes the main
expoi t of the West India Islands. This article,
which must be regarded either as a raw mate-
rial for manufacture or as a necessary of life,
is now subject to a combined specific and ad
valorem duty equivalent to about 50 per cent.
on its tirst cost. It may fairly be etimated
that, were the tariff modified as we suggest,
not less than 75 additional vessels would
annually arrive at Montreal and Quebec."

Since 1872 our commerce with the
West Indies has been stationary,
never exceeding $6,700,000. But
in the four years succeedirg our
trade amounted to $25,000,000, being
$16,000,000 worth exported against
$9,000,000 imports, leaving a balance

The Sugar (APRIL 3, 1876.]



1020 The Sugar

in our favour of $7,000,000. The
transport in connection with this trade
was done by Canadian ships, which
adds to the balance in our favour.
The importance of fostering by every
means in our power relations with the
West Indios, and of promoting and
extending this trade, could not more
forcibly be shewn than by the figures
just quoted. As to the manner in
which the maintenance of sugar refin-
eries in this country affected the in-
terests of retailers and consumers res-
pectively, he quoted from the letter of a
gentleman, who, from his long ex-
perience, was eminently qualified to
form an opinion.
' Mr. Alex. McGibbon in a letter lately

published, says:-
" The question is now asked, Will the con-

sumer be as well served with or without a re-
finery of our own? After a long experience it
can be said without a doubt that should the
refinery have finally to close up, the consumer
will iot be as well served as if in full working
order, for, so soon as it is closed, just as mure
will prices advance."

In the same letter, dealing with the
objection that sugar bas never been
cheaper than at present, he says:-

"I would remark that when Redpath made
dry crushed or broken loaf, it was supplied at
the same prices as the ground sugar; the price
of the latter is now; Redpath's, 8c; Imported,
8ic. to 8¾c.; but the moment Redpath stopped
making dry crushed, the price of the imeorted
advanced to a cent, and sometimes a cent and a
half more than the ground."

* Thus the general interests of im-
porters, retailers and consumers are
clearly shown to be identical; and the
bounden duty of the Government was
to afford the necessary measure of pro-
tection to this struggling branch of
industry, which had so repeatedly been
asked for. Amongst the anomalies
pointed out as the cause of so much of
the uneasiness that prevailed, was the
difference in duty on- raw material,
and imported refined sugar. While
the imported refined article is taxed
ouly 40 per cent, the low grade is only
taxed at 50, giving thus an advantage
to foreign industry. Add to this the
heavydrawback accorded by the United
States Government to exporters, and
it caun easily be understood at what
disadvantage Canada is obliged to
compete. As regards the workmen em-
ployed in these establishments, claims
on the consideration of Government
are very strong. After some years'

Mr. DEJARDINs.

labour in this line, a man became·
totally unfitted for any other branch
of trade, on account of the high tern-
p erature in which he is accustomed to
abour: so that the closing of the re-

fineries would have the effect of driving
hii to seek elsewhere a field for his
labour, which could not be had at home.
Our annual expenditure for immigra-
tion being so considerable, there could
be no reason why a diminution of re-
venue should not be suffered rather
than permit these valuable hands to.
quit the country. To conclude, pro-
tection in this case cannot meet with
objections from free traders, since it
implies not taxation, but reduction
of taxation in favour of the consumer.
He concluded by moving his motion.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) stated that lie
bad listened to the observations of the
hon. member for Hochelaga with great
interest, and he only regretted that
the bon. gentleman had spoken in a
language which all the hon. members
did not understand. His hon. friend
and himself did not usually agree on
publie questions, but at last they were
able to meet on common ground. The
considerations involved in this ques-
tion did not apply to perhaps any
other branch of trade, and iii it the
Maritime Pro7inces were largely and
peculiarly interested. It had a Do-
minion aspect besides, as it very close-
ly affected our foreign trpde, and un-
doubtedly if we lacked this, the pro-
gress of this country would be very
seriously retarded. An honorable mem-
ber had suggested the importance of
opening up trade relations wi th theWest
Indies by ineans of subsidies to be given
lines of steamships ; but he (Mr.
Jones) contended, that the only means
of establishing such a traffic in a satis-
factory manner, was for the Govern-
ment to arrange the sugar tariff so as to
enable our ships to bring return car-
goes. The trade of tho Maritime Pro-
vinces with the West India Islands
amounts annually to three and a half
millions of dollars. Previons to the
existing depression, this branch of
our commerce had been in a flourishing
condition, but the chango in the tariff
had considerably interfered with it,
and at the same time be had heard
that since the change he had mention-
ed had occurred, the consumers in
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Xthis country have been obliged to pay a
higher price for their sugar. The
French and Belgian Governments hav-
ing established drawbacks in favor of
their refiners, a deputation represent-
ing the British sugar interests had
waited on Lord Derby and represented
that the trade relations of Great
Britain with the West Indies would be
seriously affected by their continuance,
.and the Imperial Government announ c-
ýed that while they were willing to
trade with all nations on fair terms,they
were not willing to allow foreigners
to possess undue advantages over their
own manufacturers, nor to consent to
the utter annihiliation of Eng ish in ter-
ests. A correspondence took place
with the French and Belgian Govern-
rnents, and the result was a convention

.and the abolition of these draw-backs,
the agreement having taken effect on
the lst of last March.

While a Free-Trader ho (Mr.
Jones) thought that they had abun-
dant proof that whereas in this case
on the raw material 50 per cent. duty
was paid, only 40 per cent. was paid
on the refined article, affording foreign-
ers a very considerable advantage.
The Government would be justified in
asking the House to authorise them to
impose on refined sugar a duty equal
sto the bounty granted to their refiners
by foreign governments. le was wil-
ling that we should trade with the
,United-States on fair terms, but if by
.a bounty systen they tried to control
our market and utterly ruin our inter-
ests, it was the duty of the Adminis-
tration to levy such duties as to place
Canadian on an equal footing with
foreign manufacturers. He gathered
£from fhe observations of his hon.
friend that the abolition of the sugar
duties had had the effect on the sugar
refinery at Montreal which ho had an-
ticipated, and the result had been an
advance of one per cent., or 1½ cents
per pound, on the sugars manufactured
in this refinery. This was natural and
-was to have been expected. The
qualities of sugar which had been
manufactured in Montreal were excel
lent; and it was to be remembered
that inexperienced people could, with
ýease, be led to believe that sugar was
-of high, when it was in reality of an
inferior quality. A Custom's duty and

a bounty were very different things,
and were to be dealt with very differ-
ently. He was happy to flnd that the
session had not been allowed to close
without discussing this very important
question.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he had at
last heard a speech frorm his hon.
friend from Halifax to which he had
listened with very great pleasure.
There was a time ii the past when the
hon. gentleman and himself were suffi-
ciently in accord toenablehim to listen
to all bis utterances with pleasure,
and from the sentiments which he had
just given expression to, there was
apparently room ta hope that such a
time would come again. As to the
question before the House, ho contend-
ed that if this Dominion is ever to
secure this valuable West Indian trade
which lies ready to be secured, if
proper stops to that end were taken, it
must be by adopting the policy just
enunciated by the hon. member for
Halifax. Canada furnished all the staple
articles imported into the West*Indies
-fish, coal and lumber-and we had
the shipping of Our own to convey them
there. He was not now going ta dis-
cuss the question of consistency or in-
consistency, and he hoped that, having
the able co-operation of the hon.
member for Halifax, the advocates of
this policy would be able to make a
stronger impression upon the Govern-
ment than they had succeeded in doing
heretofore. The hon. mover of the
resolution spoke in a language with
which he (Mr. Tupper) was unfortun-
ately not very familiar, and the hon.
member for Hochelaga would there-
fore excuse him, if in his remarks ho
referred more particularly to what
had been said by the hon. member for
Halifax. It was not unimportant
to see that capital should be kept in
this country, and not carried away and
invested in foreign nations. If that
result were to be obtained in this
instance, it must be by a radical change
in the legislation of the Government.
We had a practical illustration of the
ruinous effects of tbat legislation in the
removal from this country of the skilled
labour necessary to produce refined
sugar, which went to build up the
manufactures and commerce of our
neighbours across the line. With a
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wise policy on the part of the Admin-
istration, the vessels which transported
our staple articles to the West Indies
would be able to take return cargoes
of raw sugar, whereas they were now
compelled to come back in ballast, or
take freights for United States ports.
It was important in this connectionto
know that such a reduction in the rate
of duty on the raw material as would
enable this industry to be carried on
in our own country would not noces-
sarily decrease the revenue. As a
practical proof of the correctness of
this position, he referred to the case in
which Sir Robert Peel made such a
large reduction in the sugar duties, the
result being such an increase in the
consumption of the article and the
amount of duty paid thereon, as to
to actually leave the revenue from that
source in its normal condition ; and
he contended, as a general principle,
that any reduction in the cost
of the necessities of life necessarily
stimulated the consumption to a
very great extent. The reduction
of duties and the increase in consump-
tion having, in England, pretty well
kept pace with each other, he thought
the same thing would hold good in
Canada. The duty upon this article in
England had been greatly reduced until
it was altogether removed, and in that
ratio the amount consumed had gone
on increasing. Sugar was not a mere
luxury, but necessary to the health and
comfort of all classes of the commu-
nity, and a re-adjustment of the tariff
in order to secure the successful prose-
cution of the refining business was
what the country and the country's
interests called for. His hon. friend
from Halifax had called the attention
of the Government to* a very strong
illustration of the necessity of' a change
of policy in the closing of the Redpath
refinery in Montreal, which had
already had the effect of increasing the
cost of certain brands of sugar in that
city, and he would ask the hon. gen-
tleman to say if the same principle did
not apply with equal force to other in-
dustries in this country. Had the
hon, gentleman not adduced the most
cogent reason that could be adduced
thai we must foster our young and
struggling industries in order to enable
them to lve ?

Hon. Mr. TVpURa.

Mr. JONES-Other industries have
a tariff of 17J per cent in their favour,.
while this one has ton per cent. against
it.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the principle
was still the same. The hon. gentle-
man had given an illustration, and ho
could not confine it to this particular
case. Perhaps the principle applied
more strongly here than to the others,
but the illustration was pregnant of'
information as to the inevitable
consequences of persisting in a policy
which drives our own manufactures
but of the market and leaves us at the
mercy of foreigners. It was quite
evident by taking the other course we
should be protected from loss in the
long run. Although no gentleman
could possibly have gone further in his
advocacy of protection than had the
hon. miember for Halifax upon this
occasion, still it was hoped that there
would be no hesitation on the part of
Free Traders in joining hands with
Protectionists in regard to this matter.
He believed himself that the Govern-
ment should be armed with power to
meet such exceptional legislation on
the part of foreign countries as that
which affected our sugar refineries at
the present moment in a fitting manner,
-come that legislation from where it
may-so that they might be enabled to
exercise that control which would
preserve to us one of our most
important industries-an industry by
means of which a very large foreign
trade might be built up.

Hon. Mr. IIUNTINGTON said, as
might have been expected, this ques-
tion had received a fair and most dis-
passionate discussion by the hon.
member for Hochelaga. He had not
heard the -whole of the hon. gentle-
man's argument, but ho assumed its
effect was that the policy of this Gov-
ernment had closed up the sugar refin-
eries of the country, and put an end
to our manufacture of the article in
Canada. But when the fact was
known that the manufacture of sugar
had for a considerable time been con-
fined to one establishment, and that
one doing a very limited business in
comparison to its capacity, the resuit
would appear much less startling. The
Government, indeed, had undertaken,.
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at the expense of considerable unpopu-
larity, to reach out a helping hand,
and endeavoured to keep that one
establishment alive. It would still be
fresh in the mrnemory of hon. members,
how the Administration were attacked
last year when, with this end in view,
they had given that refinery all the
assistance it was in their power to give
without going that extreme length
which was resorted to in the United
States. Immediately after this
arrangement was made he (Mr.
Iluntington) met the leading partner
of the Company in Montreal. The
latter remarked that the Governnent
were being very much abused for what
they had endoavoured to do on behalf
of the sugar refining interest of
Montreal, but there was nothing that
could be done for them which would
enable them to get on-

Mr. JONES-Except my proposal.
Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said the

gentleman had not mentioned that
proposal, but had simply stated that
nothing the Government could do for
them would enable them to continue
in face of the drawback system of the
United States. So long as theAmericans
were prepared to sell sugar to the
people of this country at the expense of
their Treasury, he (Mr. Huntington)
believed it would be a very difficult
matter indeed for us to establish sugar
refineries. The extent to which the
Government went last year in their
endeavour to preserve and protect this
industry was the utmost limit to which
they would feel justif'ed in going, and
yet we haid the evidence of the refiners
themselves that it was impossible for
them to continue with the United
States system of drawbacks.

Mr. WOOD rose to congratulate the
louse upon an important acquisition

to the Protectionist party in the per -
son of the hon. member for Halifax,
and from the able way in which the
hon. gentleman had presented the
question to the House it would no
doubt secure the support which it so
clearly deserved. He (Mr. Wood)
hoped that by the meeting of Parlia-
ment next year the tariff would be so
rearranged that justice would be done,
to all parties, and that then the hon.
gentleman would be willing and able
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to support a measure which would be
fair to the manufacturing industries of
this country. He would be ready to
support the hon. gentleman upon this
question, and hoped there would be re-
ciprocation to the extent which be
(Mr. Wood) had demanded from the
flouse on more than one occasion.

Mr. YOUNG understood the hon.
gentleman from Halifax disclaimed
asking for protection to the sugar in-
terests in the case he had just pre-
sented to the House. At the sLme
time what his hon. friend asked would
have the effect of raising the price of
sugar throughout the country, and
would be a direct violation of the prin-
ciple that the people should not be
prohibited from buying in the cheap-
e:t market. The argument in favour
of protection to the sugar refining in-
terests was very small indeed. In
fact, the industry in question was in
quite a different position from any other
throughout the length and breadth of
Canada. There was but one reûnery
in the Dominion, and but about hree
hundred people found employment,
either directly or indirectly, in connec-
tion with it. There was not a single
one of what were termed our strug-
gling industries on behalf of which
so little could be said. It must be re-
membered, too-indeed, it was per-
haps the most important consideration
in discussing this question-that a very
large proportion of ourwhole revenue
is derived from the duty upon sugar,
and if we consent to such a rearrange-
ment of the tariff as would compel the
people to consume sugar manufactured
in Canada, that large proportion of our
revenue would disappear, and ad-
ditional taxation to meet the defic-
it-taxation of a more burdensome
nature, too-would at once become
necessary. .It was stated by the hon.
member for Cumberland that the direct
result of the reduction of sugar duties
in England, by Sir Robert Peel, had
been to produce a corresponding in-
crease in the consumption of the article.
The same result would not necessarily
rollow in Canada, for the simple reason
that the purchasing power of our
people was considerably greater than
the purchasing power of the people of
England, especially in the time of Sir
Robert Peel, and therefore not so
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easily affected by slight reductions
in the cost of an article of this des-
cription. He (Mr. Young) felt satis-
fied that the arrangement of the
tariff as proposed, would cause a serious
falling off in the revenues of the
country, and entail the imposition of
fresh duties upon a great many other
articles. If the effect were to give
oemployment to a large number of mon,
:nd the investment of a large amount
ýof capital to build up the trade of
3fontreal, there would be at least a
.stronger ground for the appeal now
imade to the House and the Govern-
tment; but to make such an appeal on
bebalf of an interest which only, at the
high est calculation, gave emiployment
to some 300 men, would be simply
absurd. It was, in fact, a proposition
to compel the whole people of Canada
to pay more for an article of which they
each consumed a large amount daily
in order to give employment to 300
people, and make fortunes for the one
or two individuals who would reap the
profts. He could scarcely think the
hon. member for Halifax would advo-
cate legislation of such a purely and
strongly Protectionist character. He
bad only to say in conclusion that
those who really believed this interest
ought to be protected, so that we could
produce the article consumed by our
people in Canada, should go in for
protecting everything brought into the
country; for the Protectionest argu-
ment with res'pect to this was weaker
than when applied to any other
interest in the country.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he might
be labouring under a misapprehension,
but he understood the hon. member
for South Waterloo on a former occa-
sion. when he introduced his motion
relating to the West India trade, to
allude to sugar refining, interests as
likely to be greatly benefitted thereby.
If the hon. member was in earnest in
his proposition to subsidize a line of
steamers then, ho could not understand
his position now. The hon. gentleman
had said that but 300 persons were
interested in the sugar trade, but if
the number of vessels engaged in this
large commerce with the West, and
the men indirectly connected with the
business were taken into account, we
would find that number swell into

- Mr. YoUNG.

thousands. 11e thanked the Hon
Postmaster General for the stand he
had taken on this question. If the
refinery in Montreal could have
worked under the present system no
application would have been made,
but it hîrd been sufficiently demon-
strated that it was impossible to keep
open refineries in the face of the
bounty allowed by the United States.
It was no use tinkering with the tariff,
but the Government should be prepared
to deal with the American system
which was annihilating our trade.
When $2.50 duty per 100 pounds was
paid, and a drawback of $3.60 was
allowed, which was equal to half a
cent per pound, it was plain to be seen
that no tariff would enable a refinery
to exist in Canada. Unless aduty was
imposed equal te the bounty it would
be no use trying to do anything. He
was glad to hear through the Post-
master-General that the Government
comprehended the situation, and he
hoped that they would deal with it in a
way which would build up this import-
ant industry.

Mr. MILLS drew attention to a
statement made by the hon. member
for Cumberland, that the United States
Government had allowed sugar refiners
a large drawback, and that it was im-
possible, under these circumstances, to
carry on this business in this country,
unless we granted a bounty or some
other compensation. He (1r. Mills)
vas unable to perceive that any draw-

back was given in the States, and he
would quoto figures from the Trade
and Navigation Returns which proved
that this was the case. No refinery in
the Dominion could be closed owing to
the policy pursued by the American
Government. Supposing that the
American refiner obtained 55 cents of
drawback per 100 lbs., ibis put $2.50
into the Public Treasury. What
system must be followed to secure, in-
stead of 70 lbs. or 88 lbs. of the highest
quality, 13ý Ibs. of inferior variety,
and 11f lbs. of syrup from 100 lbs. of
the unrefined article ? and if an in-
ferior article was used a larger quantity
must be produced to obtain the same
result. This was sufficient to show
that the statement with reference to
the bounty afforded under that system
was preposterous. With regard to the
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tax on sugar he found, from the Trade
and Navigation Returns, that on the
sugars ranging above No. 13 Dutch
standard a duty of something near 43
per cent. was levied; or Nos. between
13 and 9, 40 per cent.; and on Nos.
below No. 9, something like 39 per
cent., while on Melado the duty was
36 per cent.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) could not agree
that this question should be put off
till next Session. He could not at all
understand the object of the remarks
of the bon. member for Waterloo, who
said in effect that because it would
only help a few hundred people, there-
fore they should not receive fair play,
nei ther could he understand the figures
laid before the House by the hon.
member for Bothwell. Looking at the
question in a plain matter-of-fact sort
<>f way, lie (Mr. Jones) thought when
we were paying 25J per cent. per
pound on the commonest grades of
sugar coming into this country and
the United States were allowing a
drawback of21 to 3½ per cent, theywere
thereby ruining us. Not only were the
manufacturing mdustri es depressed by
such a policy,but our shipping trade was
not fairly encouraged. We were losing
the West India trade by the course we
pursued, and what was true of the
sugar interest, applied to other
industries. A readjustment of the
tariff was necessary in al], because
drawbacks were allowed to everything
nanufactured in the United States. He

felt that the Government of the day
had not done their duty with respect
to the tariff. The last hours of the
session were approaching, and hon.
gentlemen were beginning to say we
must leave this matter until next yeari,
but the Government ought to have taken
it in hand promptly and given relief
to the suffering industries of the
country.

Mr. BLAIN expressed the great
satisfaction with which lie had seen
certain gentlemen adopting the prin-
eiple of political economy he held, and
he hoped he would soon be able to
congratulate the Government on a pro-
tective policy-on a desire to legislate
in the interests of the country regard-
less of what might be in the interest
of other nations. It was idle to talk as

the bon. member for Bothwell was dis-
posed to do, about settling this question
by figures; the question to be answered
was-Why did the refinery close ?
There was a logic in this event prov-
ing a fact which no amount of figures
could destroy. If the Government
admitted it was their duty to legislate
on this question, the whole principle
of protection was conceded by them.
If it was tound that it is our duty to
put on a drawback equal to the bounty
allowed by the United States, that
would be conceding all the Opposition
had claimed on this question of pro-
tection. le congratulated the House
and the country on the reversed action
of supporters of the Government in
this respect.

Mr. WORKMAN was glad to find
that the hon. member for Hochelaga
had brought forward this question,
which was of the utmost importance,
and he hoped that it would receive
most earnest consideration both from
the Government and the House. The
astute calculations of the hon. mem-
ber for Bothwell had been founded
on the results of a commission of
American experts ; but it was well
known to those who were engaged in
the business, that these experts had
laboured purely in the interest of
American Refiners, acting on false
principles, and not giving a correct
statement of the facts of the case; con-
sequently the hon. gentleman's deduc-
tions were erroneous. If the large
American bounty did not afford a pro-
fit to the American refiner, how was it
that their trade had increased so enor-
mously ? And to such an exten thad this
been the result, that they had closed
up many British refineries owing to
their large exportations to Great
Britian, despite the great facilities it
offered to its refiners. The Americans
notwithstanding the cost of exporta-
tion, realized a largo rrofit; and the
export of sugar had advanced from
one million to eight million pounds
per month. It had been said that only
300 persons had been employed in the
refinery at Montreal, but the Premier
had in his possession a petition in this
connection, signed by 2,800 persons,
who had been either directly or in-
directly employed by the proprietors
of this establishment. Two refineries
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hal formerly existed in Montreal
-one was compelled to close ow-
ing to the change in the tariff,
and the other had lost money
during the past five years, the opera-
tions failing to realise five per cent. on
the amount of capital invested. It
had also ultimately been obliged to
shut down, necessitating the discharge
of its employés, and producing a great
deal of distress and misery in the city.
The interests of our commercial
marine were largely concerned in this
matter, for if the sugar refining busi-
ness was transferred from Montreal to
New York, our West Indian trade,
which was very important, would be
wholly destroyed. If the hon. member
for Waterloo had stated that 30,000
instead of 300 mon were given employ-
ment in connection with thiá business,
ho would have been much nearer the
mark. The refineries in Canada did not
demand protection,but they simply askd
to be placed on the same footing with
other manufacturing industries in this
country. At present a direct bounty
of 30 cents per 100 lbs. was given by
the American Government on sugar
exported into this country; and it was
quite impossible, under these circum-
stances, for the Canadian to compote
with the American refiners.

When the French and Belgian Gov-
crnments granted large drawuacks to
their refiners, what did Lord Derby
do?-IHe warned them that if this
systom was not altered, a duty equal
to these bonuses would be imposed on
their sugars imported into Great
Britain; and what was the result ?-
these drawbacks were at once removed.
The consumption of all sugar, including
that of the maple, in this country,
amounted to something like 27J lbs.
per head, compared with 56 lbs. per
head in the British Isles. It was true,
that this consumpticn had there
increased enornously when the duty
was abolished, but nevertheless it was
to be borne in mind that the British
refiners could not compote at present
with those of the United States. If
the Government did not introduce
some measure with a vie* to counter-
act the depressing influences ho had
mentioned, our West Indian trade, as
well as our Canadian sugar refining
business, would be totally annihilated.

Mr. WORKMAN.

Mr. SNIDER did not consider it
wise to adopt the system asked by the
refiners. Sugar was never sold so
cheap as it is to-day, and he did not
see why the majority of the people
should be taxed for the benefit of the
few. His principle was to buy in the
cheapest and sell in the dearest market.
In fis opinion the Government bad
acted wisely with regard to the tariff,
and they deserved a great deal of
credit.

Mr. PLUMB said the hon. member
for N-rth Grey had enunciated one of
those popular fallacies which had taken
public attention for many years in re-
gard to all questions of free-trade and
protection. It was easy to say we
should buy in the cheapest and sell in
the dearest market, but all the condi-
tions of production, and the necessities
of taxation and the tariff were to be
taken into consideration when that
maxim was announced. Until we
knew these conditions we did not know
how to deal with this question.

Mr. DAVIES said no doubt the
sugar refiners had a great deal
to complain of as compared with
other manufacturers. Take the
manufacturer of iron for instance.
Pig iron came in free, but the raw ma-
terial of sugar had a duty of 1 per
cent. imposed. If that duty were
taken off we would see a number of
refineries spring up. But where would
we get our revenue if that policy were
adopted? We would have to resort to
direct taxation, and allow everything
to be imported free. He could not
agree with the hon. member for Hali-
fax, and would indeed be sorry to see a
system of bounties inaugurated.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said ho merely
advocated the imposition of duties
equal to the American bounty.

Mr. DAVIES said that was the same
thing. It would be bad to establish a
principle of that kind, as other manu-
.facturers would apply for bounties.
We had better adhere to the principles
of free trade. The Province fie came
from was isolated for manufacturing
purposes, and it would be hard for them
to pay extreme duties in order to bol-
ster up manufactures in other parts of
the Dominion.
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Mr. DESJARDINS thanked the hon.
member for Halifax for giving the
weight of bis influence in support of
the resolution. le was surprised at
the attitude assumed by the hon. mem-
ber for Waterloo, which was antago-
nistie to the position ho took in regard
to the West India trade on a former
occasión. All they had asked was to
diminish the duties upon the raw ma-
terial and those qualities of sugar that
enter into the consumption of the great
mass of the people. This question in-
volved large interests, and he vas glad
of the general concern which had been
manifested in it.

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said he
had no objection to the motion going,
but he was afraid it would not obtain
all the information ho desired. The
correspondence on the subject had been
rather limited ; there had been a good
deal of verbal discussion, but not much
correspondence. With respect to the
general question, ho would simply say
that the consideration of the Govern-
ment for a considerable time had been
given to the two-fold question of
whether they could make any altera-
tion consistent with the present tariff,
and also to see what could be done for
the encouragement of the direct trade
with the West Indies, which, as the
House was well aware, the Govern-
ment were naturally anxious to en-
courage. At the same time ho might
remark that where a revenue of $3,000,-
000 was concerned, the House under
the present circumstances of the
country must necessarily proceed with
very great caution. A very small
reduction in the duties now imposed
would cost $500,000 to $600,000
to the country, a loss which we were
not at the present moment in a position
to stand. As to the assertions made
with respect to the consumption per
capita of sugar, and the large increase
in the price within the last few days
in Montreal, all ho could say was, that
very different assertions had reached
the Government. They were informed
on equally good authority that this
increase, if it existed, was entirely
local, and this was a matter which
would settle itself one way or the
other in a very short time. In regard
to the direct question involved, whether
they could safely reduce the duty

with the expectation of deriving pro-
portionate terms from the increased
consumption which might follow, he
entertained great doubt whether this
would result. The consumption per
head in Canada was, if not as large as
as that in England, much nearer to it
than the bouse was probably aware.
During the years 1864 to 1868 the
highest point reached in England,
while they had any considerable tax,
was about 40 lbs per capita. In
Canada, in addition to the consump-
tion of sugar imported from abroad,
there was a very considerable, al-
though uncertain amount of maple
sugar manufactured. This had been
put a4 high as 20,000,000 to 24,000,000
lbs per annum. He was not prepared
to say these figures were literally cor-
rect, but he believed the amount was
much more considerable than some
hon. gentlemen supposed. Then there
was another thing to be considered.
We imported nearly $1,000,0(0 worth
of molasses, which answered in many
respects the pùrposes of sugar, and
which was larger relatively than the
amount imported into England. In
estimating the amount of saccharine
matter consumed by our population,
we had to take these two points into
consideration, and when this was done
our total consumption per capita would
not fall short oftLatin England. Then
the consumption of meat iu the
two countries was very different, and
it was not to be supposed that cur
people would consume, even if it
were free of duty, as much sugar in
proportion as the people of England.
Taking all these things into considera-
tion, he thought the House would see
that no great reduction in the
duty on sugar could be effected without
a considerable loss of revenue, and that
we are not in a position at the present
time to encounter. There was no
doubt, on the other hand, that the duty
on sugar-which is one of the noces-
saries of life-is high, and if the cir-
cumstances of the country would admit
they would be glad to reduce it; but
whether it could be reduced in the
direction indicated by hon. members
on both sides of the House was another
question, and one on which at the
present moment he must reserve an
opinion. With respect to the report
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of the American experts referred to,
without at all pledging theiselves to
its accuracy, he might state that it was
made in the special interest of the
American Government and had resulted
in a reduction, although not a large one,
of that drawback which the United
States have been in the habit of giving
on refined sugar. Whether this draw-
back does or does not exceed the duty
paid on the quality of sugar manufac-
tured by retiners, was a very moot
question; but however that might be,
taking any scale of figures the House
liked, lie thought theyv would find that
the duty paid on the raw naterial
used in manufacture is cosiderably
less than the duty we levy on the pro-
ducts of that raw sugar inipoi*ed into
this country, and the higher the
American drawback is, the higher
would be the import on the products
of eaeh 100 lbs imported hore. There-
fore, in any case, he thought it would
be found that the Canadian refiner is
not heavily weighted down in the com-
petition with the American. The United
States are much nearer to the sugar
producing countries, with which they
carry on a large trade, and it was pos-
sible in this way they obtained advan-
tages over the Canadian manufacturer.
He was glad on the whole that this dis-
cussion had occurred. It was desirable
that the attention of the House and
the country should be directed to this
question and that it should be venti-
lated as much as possible. Every one
knew that the question was one of the
most complicated and perplexing in
the whole realm of finance, and that
the British Government were to a
great extent influenced in their final
determInation to abolish the duties
through the extreme difficulties they
found in arriving at a satisfactory con-
clusion as to their mode of levying
them on that article.

THE WALLACE ACCOUNTS.

Mr. BERTRAM moved for an Order
of the House for a statement of the
condition of the Wallace Accounts,
shewing whether they have been
balanced or not, said Accounts being
a record or part of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Survey expenditure.

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk) said be-
fore this motion was put to the House,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGaRT.

Accounts.

ho desired to say a few words. He
agreed with this step, because the
more thorough the investigation, the
better it would be for him. He had
no fear of investigation, for he knew
nothing could be truthfully shown that
would prove he had donc a wrong in
connection with this matter. If this
had been a question porsonal only to
himself, he would iot have intruded
upon the House, but would have sought
redress elsewhere and in anotherway;
but ho felt it was due to the constitu-
ents he had the honor to represent,
who had so generously sustained him
in the face of the basest calumnies, that
ho should exonerate himself from the
blame attached to him in this particu-
lar. It was said he was a defaulter to
the extent of something like $60,000,
and this was stated upon the strength
of a letter written by the hon. Pre-
mier. Although the letter that gen-
tleman wrote might not have justified
the inference drawn from it, when he
saw, as ho must have seen, the infa-
mous use which was made of it, the
First Minister had not the manli-
ness or honour to come forward and
declare the inference was incorrect, but
allowed it to go abroad throughout the
country that he (Mr. Wallace) had
been guilty of misappropriating the
public funds of the country with which
ho had been entrusted. To endeavour
to secure'the election of a supporter
by unworthy and dishonourable means,
as the Premier had done, was a wrong
to Norfolk and to Canada, and unworthy
of that hon. gentleman himself.

If he had sought revenge, he had got
it, when, having written this letter the
Hon. Premier stated in this House,
that ho did not know there was any
deficiency in his (Mr. Wallace's) ac-
counts, when he said he did not know
there was any charge against him, and
when before the Committee ho said in
reply to a question from the hon.
member for North Hastings, that ho
had no reason to suspect Mr. Wallace
of peculation, and that he never said
so or thought so.

It must, he thought, be evident to
every one that the letter was written
to influence the election in Norfolk. It
was especially unjustifiable when ho
was sustained by so large a majority in
this House. All men are liable to err,
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but he is a true man who acknowledges
and apologises for his wrong. This the
Hon. Premier never had done, and his
conduct in this matter had been de-
grading to his high position and to his
country. The Committee formerly
appointed to investigate the matter
had found no deficiency in the
acounts, and for the Premier to prefer
an infamous charge against him was
unworthy of him and the position he
held.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE was sur-
prised at this ebullition of the hon.
member for Norfolk. He (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) stated the accounts w-ere
shamefully mismanaged, and he re-
peated it now. lie had alleged noth-
ing improper against the hon. gentle-
man other than that, and the accounts
proved that fact beyond question. The
hon. member drew money from the
department of Public Works without
his knowledge, and held public money
in his name at one of the banks at a
time when it ought to have been paid
over to the country. This fact was
developed in the Committee, and he
said it was an improper transaction.
He never allegced any other impro-
priety.

Mr. WALLACE said the accounts
were not shamefully mismanaged.
Every cent of the money ho had re-
ceived had been accounted for; and as
to having money in one of the banks,
ho had no settlement with the depart-
ment. He could tell the hon. gentle-
man that the department owed him
money in connection with the survey.

Mr. BERTRAM said ho had endea-
voured to get down to the motion some
time, but Lad been only able to reach
it to-night. It would be remembered
that a special committee inquired
into this matter last Session, when
it was found impossible to obtain
any definite and complete knowledge
as to the condition of the accounts. The
ledger could not be balanced hy 8116,-
000, and an accountant was engaged to
write up the books. It was understood
that this operation would take some
time, and what conclusion had been
arrived at ? le had placed his
motion ou the paper in order to have

put on record the statement of that
clerk. It was quite as much in the

interest of the hon. member for Nor-
folk, as the public, that a proper state-
ment of the accounts should be made.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD had no
doubt the hon. member for West
Peterborough w-as anxious to have this
matter cleared up; his kindness was
worthy of appreciation, and he had no
doubt it was appreciated. It was un-
fortunate, however. the hon. gentle-
man did not move this before. and not
have postponed it until the end of the
Session when there was no opportunity
of having the matter thoroughly ex-
amined. The hon. member said they
had not come (1ow-n to the motion be-
fore, but that was not the case. They
had gone over the list several times
and the hon. gentleman said "I let it
stand."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
due to the hon. member for West
Peterborough to say that he had
asked to have this statement on the
Public Accounts, but ho was informed
that it had no right to a place there,
not having any connection with the
current year.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD said the
hon. gentleman had had an opportu-
nity of moving this motion over and
over again. The House appreciated
his kindness in making it at the pre-
sent time.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said this
motion was never reached before. It
was agreed one night to go over the
unopposed motions, and when this
notice was called the hon. member for
Norfolk got up to speak, and it was
passed over.

Mr. PLUMB said the Premier had
admitted there was no imputation of a
stain upon the character of the hon.
member for Norfolk. It was a mere
matter of account. It must be satis-
factory to the hon. member to know
that even the First Minister was now
fain to admit that no more serious
charge could be issued against him
than a mere irregularity in his ac-
counts.

Hon. Mr. MACK ENZIE-I said im-
propriety.

Mr. WALLACE-I know that no
attempt bas been made to balance
these books. I know that they must
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and can balance. I know that when
the Departmental clerk who appears
to have charge of them was before the
Committee, he said ho had only once
gone over the ledger, and that he had
not undertaken to compare it with the
entries in the journal. We are told
they are writing up nxew books from
the same data. The thing is an ab-
surdity. If the data of the books can
be used to make new books balance,
there is no reason why the old accounts
.should not be balanced without new
books. Whatever may be the opinion
of the hon. gentleman at the head of
the Governmont as to ny book-keeping
capacities, this I do say, I defy any
man to say that I have donc anything
wrong, anything of which I have
reason to be ashamed, in connection
with this transaction.

Mr. BOWELL said there was another
consideration involved in this matter
with which ho thought this House had
to do-something beyond the vindica-
tion of the personal honour of the hon.
member for North Norfolk. le (Mr.
Bowell) was a member of the
'Committes on the Wallace accounts,
and when the hon. member for
West Peterborough stated that these
books would not balance, ho
ought to have stated that even up to
date of the sittings of the Committee,
all the accounts necessary to make the
books balance had not been sent in to
the Department, and that when the
hon. member for South Norfolk ceased
his connection with the Pacifie Railway
survey, it would bo impossible to have
the accounts squared. Tho Premier
had distinctly stated before the Con-
mittee that ho never had any suspicion
that the hon. gentleman had donc any-
thing wrong, and the Chief Engineer
went even further, stating that the
hon. niember for Norfolk had only
been.too economical-that if he had
not been so strict and so saving of the
public money, the probabilities were
that the books would have been written
up and balanced.

But the point to which he dosired to
direct especial attention-what the
louse and the country had te com-
plain of-was this :-Tnat the Minister
of Public Works, leading the Govern-
ment of this country, should have lent
himself to the furnishiing to a candidate

Mr. WALLACE.

at a Parliamentary election of infor-
mation that could have been only with-
in his own knowledge, and for the
purpose of influencing the election. In
1872 the First Minister placed upon
the Journals a resolution declaring
that it was not only improper, but that
any Minister of the Crown who would
interfere or use his influence to assist
in the election of any candidate for a
seat in Parliament, deserved the con-
demnation of this House; and yet we
find the same gentleman actually fur-
nishing information that it was impos-
sible to find except from his own books
-furnishing it to a political supporter
of his own in order to influence the
electors of South Norfolk. A few
evenings ago the Premier had informed
an hon. member that ho had no right
to see the books of any Department,
and yet what was refused to a member
of tis House was considered quite a
proper thing to give to a political sup-
porter durng an election contest.
Whether this was consistent with the
professions of the Hon. First Minister,
or the principles which ought to guide
a Minister of the Crown, he would
leave it to the House and the country
to judge.

There had been a regular system of
persecution of the hon. member for
South Norfolk, which was unworthy
alike of those who inaugurated it, and
those who followed it up. He was not
going now to enter into the manner
and mode in which the investigation
by the committee had been conducted.
If the gentleman who aoted as chair-
man had a seat in the House, as ho did
not now have, ho (Mr. Bowell) would
have no hesitatiori in expressing an
opinion of that matter freely, and it
was enough to say that the nanner in
which the hon. member for South Nor-
folk had been treated was something
of which there was great ground for
complaint. If he were a defaulter.
as the lotter of the Minister of Public
Works indirectly intiniated, it was the
Minister's duty to prosecute for the
crime. It was all very well after that
letter had failed in its object, and after
every effort to ruin the character of
the member for South Norfolk hal
turned out to be fruitless, now to turn
round and say ho had donc nothing
wrong. That was neither a just mode,
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nor a mode which would satisfy the
country, of receding from a charge
which had been fulminated with so
much recklessness and to a certain
point prosecuted with so much bold-

Mr. MILLS said he was not going
to make any observations with regard
to the manner in whieh the accounts
in question had been kept, for ho knew
nothing about that. It was, however,
a proper subject of inquiry if they had
been irregularly kept, although such
an inquiry implied no imputation
upon the character of the hon. mem-
ber except that he kept his accounts
badly. But there was another aspect
of the case which appeared to him to
be very much more serious. At the
time Mr. Wallace was keeping these
books ho was a Member of the House
of Commons. There was a law upon
the Statute book which made it illegal
for any hon. member of this House to
hold an office of emolument under the
Crown, and yet the hon. member for
South Norfolk while representing a
constituency in Parliament was draw-
ing a salary from the public treasury.
Whether the books were properly or
improperly kept, the other was an act
which was not only illegal but wholly
unjustifiable. The hon. gentleman
ought to have resigned his office the
moment he became a candidate. But
the law went further than that, and
enacted that a penalty of two thousand
dollars per day should be imposed for
every day any hon. member sat under
such circumstances. That in his opinion
was the most serious aspect of this
case.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) said
he had heard the Premier's letter re-
ferred to frequently before. He de-
sired the hon. member for South Nor-
folk to say whether ho was prepared
to say that the allegations contained
in that lette r were false in fact. As to
the inferences which might be drawn
froi the document, the Premier was
not responsible for them. The im-
pression had been attempted to be
created outside of this House that the
allegations were false in fact, and if
the hon. member was prepared to
say se, or any one was prepared on his
behalf, now was the time to say so.

Mr. IMASSON said that was not
the question, nor was it the ques-
tion whether his hon. friend trom
South Norfolk had the right to sit
in this louse and hold that office.
The question before the flouse was-
Why did the Premier write that letter ?
When he (Mir. Masson) became aware
of its contents, he must confess he
came to the conclusion that there was
something wrong about the accounts.
Both the Premier and his friends had
been afforded an oportunity of' giv-
ing the necessary explanations, but
had not taken advantage of it. The
real question before the House was as
yet unanswered.

Mr. BUNSTER hoped this matter
would be dropped and the more impor-
tant business of the House gone on
with.

Mr. BERTRAM desired to make a
personal explanation with regard to
what had been said by the right hon.
member for Kingston, but was not al-
lowed to proceed.

lion. Mr. POPE said it appeared to
him clear that the Premier's letter
was written with the intention of
affecting the election, and the hon.
gentleman was bound to make any
explanation respectingit. Although the
First Miniâter was forced to admit the
hon. member for South Norfolk had
done nothing wrong, still ho had not
apologisecd in any way. The Conmittee
on Public Accounts last year, doing
what they had never done before, had
appointed various Sub-Comnittees
nainly to enquire into charges against
the predecessors of the present Minis-
ters, and to one of these Sub-Committees
was referred the Wallace Accounts.
After a most rigid examination into
the matter, they dared not make a
report against the hon. member for
South Norifolk, yet after a whole year
had been passed over, the subject must
again be dragged up by the hon. member
from West Peterborough, and that not
early in the session either, but at the
last moment when hon. members were
getting impatient and desirous of
returning to their homes. And then he
spoke of the hon. member for Norfolk
as if ho were a criminal worthy of being
held up to the reprobation of the
people of this country. The hon.
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member for Peterborough had gone a
little too far, and it was anything but
creditable to the hon. gentleman to
stir this matter up again.

Mr. CHARLTON said lie had
imputed no dishonesty to the hon.
member for South Norfolk, but the
position in which the case now stood
reminded him very much of the boy
when he went to see the elephant. He
was very anxious to " see the mena-
gerie," and he got his father's consent.
He got up very early in the morming,
would wait for no breakfast, and instead
put a piece of gingerbread in his
pocket. On arriving at the menagerie
he saw the elephant, and going up
close to inspect him, the animal
quietly put out his trunk and took
the gingerbread from the boy's
pocket. The boy was astonished.
There was the trunk on one end and
there was the tail on the other.
" Confound you " said our young friend,
" if I knew which end of you was your
head I would hit it." So it was with
the accounts of the hon. gentleman
f4rom South Norfolk. He could not tell
which end of his financial elephant the
head was. The fairest way to treat
this question was, perhaps, to say that
these accounts got so hopelessly
muddled that they could not be
straightened up, and that they furnished
an evidence of wretched book-keeping
rather than of dishonesty.

The motion was thon carried.

SEIZURE OF NETS BY INDIANS.

Mr. COOK moved an Address to lis
Excellency the Governor General for
copies of documents relating to the
forcible seizure and detention of nets
and fish belonging to British fishermen
by Indians residing on the shore and
Islands of Georgian Bay, and all cor-
res ondence resulting therefrom.

'he motion was carried.

HALITAX STATION-IRON ROOF.

Mr. CARON, in the absence of Mr.
Domville, moved an Address to His
Excellency the Governor General for
a copy of the contract for the iron roof
of the Station House to be erected at
Halifak, together with tendcrs for the
same.

The motion was carried.

Hon. Mr. POPE.

Business.

ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE TREATY
OF WASHINGTON.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General for copies of all correspon-
dence between the Government of the
Dominion and the Government of the
United States respecting the alleged
violation of the Treaty of Washington.
In inaking the motion, he said that last
year be called the attention of the
House to what was admitted by all
hon. members who took a part in the
discussion was a gross violation of the
Treaty of Washington, with regard to
the duty which the American Govern-
ment had placed upon packages con-
taining certain kinds of fish. The
GoveWment then promised to draw the
attention of the Washington authori-
ties to the subject; and he now moved
for the correspondence in order to as-
certain in what position the question
stood at the present time.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
cause of the correspondence was that
a vessel attempted to land a cargo of,
he thought, canned lobsters at Phila-
delphia, and duty was charged upon
the cans. If the owner of the vessel
had paid the duties under protest, it
would have left the Governient in a
better position to deal with the diffi-
culty than they were in as it happened ;
but instead of that, the owner with-
drew his invoice and left it open to the
United States authorities to allege
that the lobsters were cured in oil, and
therefore subject to duty. The pre-
tence that they were able to charge
duty on the packages wvas another
branch of the subject. For this they
excused themselves by quoting an Act
of Congress passed since the ratifica-
tion of the Treaty. They seemed to
attach more importance to their own
law than to treaty obligations, whereas
their statutes expressly gave prece-
dence to treaty provisions.

It seemed to be all but impossible to
procure an enlightened carrying out of
the Treaty of Washington by the
Americans. The papers would show
how the various difficulties arose,
as well as the fact that had the Treaty
been worded differently with respect
to canals w-e might have had a better
hold upon them. A disposition had
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been manifested to give as little as
possible and take as much as they
could. This must be attended to in
future negotiations, so that no obliga-
tion could be avoided.

Mr. JONES (Hlalifax)-Will the
United States Government levy this
duty in future ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am not
in a position to say exactly, but I think
it would be better that our people
should act as if they had no right to
levy it, and if it is insisted upon, ap-
peal to their own Government for pro-
tection.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the rirst Minister was right as to the
effect of withdrawing the cans, ivhich
left no question to be submitted to the
American authorities. The suggestion
of the Premier was the right one. He
believed the Canadian Government
would be quite justitiable in pressing
the matter before the Supre me Court of
the United States. Treaty obliga-
tions were considered by al] coun-
tries paramount to their own laws,
and were the question tried before the
Supreme Court of the States-a tribunal
which was above suspicion-he had no
doubt it would be so decided. The
wording of' the Washington Treaty in
regard to the use of the canals, was the
same as in the original Reciprocity
Treatv.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
wording of the 30th clause of the first
mentioned Treaty, wlien used in con-
nection with the wording of the 27th,
placed us at a disadvantage. The 27th
provided that the Government of 11er
Britannic Majesty undertook to urge
upon the Government of the Dominion
to secure the use of the Welland, St.
Lawrence and other canals in the
Dominion, to the citizens of the United
States on terms of equality with the
inhabitants of the Dominion; while
the Government of the United States
engaged that the subjects of Her
MNlajesty should enjoy the use of the St.
Clair Flats Canal, and further engaged
to urge upon the State Governments
to secure to Her Majesty's subjects the
use of the State Canals connected with
the navigation of the lakes or rivers
traversed by or contiguous to the
boundary line. On the other hand, in

72

the 30th article, we had this express
provision :-

The Government of the United States may
suspend the right of carrying, granted in
favour of the subjects of lier Britannic
Majesty under this article, in case the
Dominion of Canada should at any time de-
prive the citizens of the United States of the
use of the canals of the said Dominion, on
terms of equality with the inhabitants of the
said Dominion.

No matter what the United States
might do, they were not subject to any
penalty or bound to represent to the
different States anything further than
giving us the use of their canals con-
tiguous to the boundary line. Under
the provisions of the Treaty American
vessels now came up the Hudsor, the
Champlain, Chambly and Ottawa
Canals, and could be scen loading at aur
wharves in this city every day, while
our vessels were compelled to unload
at Whitehall when carrying freights
for the same destination. The authori-
tics of the State of New York, when
applied to for the use of their canals,
very promptly and liberally informed
tho Government that there was no re-
striction in their State Law which
would prevent Canadians using their
canals, and they also offered to pass
any measure which night be consider-
ed necessary in order to give us that
advantage. But the Federal Authori-
tics, who at first shielded themselves
behind the State Aufhorities, immedi-
ately upon this decision being arrived
at, found that their Customs Laws-
which they placed ahead of their
Treaty obligations-prevented any of
our vessels passing the first port on
American territory, where they had to
unload. At first, when remonstrated
with, they denied that any of our ves-
sels had been prohibited from going
freighted through the first port, and
when the Government of the State of
New York replied that no such hind
rance had been imposed by them, the
Canadian Government were asked for
evidence. That was furnished, and it
was then that it was discovered that
their Fedral Laws did not allow vessels
of a foreign power to pass the first port
without un loading. Sabsequently
they found a law upon their own
Statutes which permitted this to be
donc ; but it had never been allowed,
and it was not likely to be.
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Mr. JONES (Halifax) asked if the
Treaty granted thom the use of our
rivers ? If not, we had the matter in
in our own hands.

lon. Mr. BLAKE said when we
granted ilhe use of the canals, he
thought we must also grant the inter-
vening space. It was only the parts
above the canals there could be any
doubt about.

Mr. MILLS said the question really
seemed to hin to be whether any other
canal than that which belonged to the
State of Michigan was meant. He
thought more than that was intended.

In reply to Mr. Jones,
lion MIr. MACKENZIE said he was

inclined to think a number of entries
ofcanned fish had been made, since the
cargo to which ho had referred in an
carlier )')rtion of the discussion, upon
which no doubt the duties had been
paid under protest, but the information
had not yet reached the Government
in an official way.

The motion was thon carried.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PENITENTIARY.

Mr. OUIMET moved for an Order
of the House for copies of' all official
correspondence and of all instructions
issued in relation to the completion or
finishing of the buildings and out-
buildings of the Penitentiary of St.
Vincent de Paul (Quebec), and in rela-
ton to the building of a house for the
keepers and employees of the said
Penitentiary ; also a statement show-
ing the amount expended for repairs
on the residence of the Wardon of the
said Penitentiary-the whole from the
establishment of the said Penitentiary
to 1st January, 1876.

The motion was agreed to.

HARBOUR ON LAKE ERIE.

Mr. STEPHENSON moved an ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
General, for copies of all Reports of
Engineers, plans and correspondence
in possession of the Government re-
lating to the construction of a Hlarbour
at some point on Lake Erie between
Rond Eau Point and the Village of
Clearville, in the County of Kent.

The motion was carried.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

ESQUIMAL T AND NANAIMo TELEGRAP H
LINE.

Mr. BUNSTER moved for an addres s
to His Excellency the Governor Gene-
ral for all correspondence between the
Government of British Columbia and
the Dominion Government respecting
the construction of a Telegraph Line
from Esquinalt to Nanaimo; also all
Orders in Council or correspondence
with any other officer or person
respecting the same.

lon. Mr. MIACKEiNZIE said he was
not aware that there was any corres-
pondence on the subject. If there was
any, it would be brought down.

Mr. DEWDNEY said he was under
the • impression that application
had been made for the construction of
the line. le believed such a linewould be
in the interest not only of that section of
the country, but of the whole Dominion,
for the existing cable, which was laid
in a very unfavourable part of the
channel cost, $9,000 or $10,000 last
year. A much more favourable route
could be found between Nanaimo and
Barrard Inlet.

The motion was carried.

THE APPLE BARREL.

Mr. OLIVER moved that the House
go into Committeo of the Whole to
consider the following resolutions :-

1. A barrel of apples or other fruit
shall, from and after the first day of
July, 1876, be held to mean a barrel of
the following dimensions, that is to
say: Diameter at each head seven-
teen inches, diameter at midlength of
the stave twenty inches, length between
the heads twenty-six inches, or of such
other dimensions as will give a capacity
of not less than twenty-five gallons.

2. Every bargain for the sale and
purchase of apples or other fruit by
the barrel shall be for barrels of the
above dimensions.

3. Any persori who shall use for
packing apples or other fruit, for sale,
barrels of less dimensions or capacity
than are herein stated, shall be guilty
of an offence, and shall for the, first
offence incur a penalty of five dollars
for every barrel so used, and a penalty
of double the amount for every
subsequent offence.
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4. All such forfeitures and penalties
,shall be imposed and appropriated in
the same manner as forfeitures and
penalties are recoverable and appro-
priated under the Weights and
Measures Act of 1873.

le said the resolution required no
explanation. He had been petitioned
by those of his constituents interested
in this matter to make the amendment
in question to the law last year, but it
vas then too late to think of it. The reso-

lution would compel those selling ap-
ples to use a uniform size of barrel.
The amendment had the sanction of
the Acting;Minister of Inland Revenue.

Mr. GOUIDGE said there was a
Statute of Nova Scotia regulating the
size of the barrel in that Province, with
which this might conflict.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER also urged the
same objection, which he claimed was
worthy of great consideration in view
of the importance of the apple trade in
Nova Scotia.

The resolutions were then agreed to
in Committee, and a Bill founded upon
them introduced and read the first
time.

THE POSTMASTER OF BLOOM5sBURY.

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk) moved
for an Order of the House for all cor-
pondence with the Postmaster General
or with the Department, in reference
to charges preferred against the Post-
master at Bloomsbury, in the County
of Norfolk; also for the evidence taken
by the Inspector who investigated the
charges, together with his report there-
on. le said the investigation in ques-
tion had revealed sufficient to justify
the dismissal of the Postmaster, yet he
was still continued in office.

The motion was carried.

DOMINION LANDS IN BRiTISHI COLUMBIA.

Mr. BUNSTER moved :---That owing
to the location survey having been
made on Vancouver's Island, B.C., for
the railroad from Esquimalt to
Nanaimo, the Government are enabled
to select their lands according to the
Carnarvon terms, which have been
agreed to on the part of this Govern-
ment and the Government of British
Columbia, it is very desirable that the
Dominion Government shotild at once

72J

take steps to have the Dominion lands
of the Island sold, and that the
Government instruct their agent in
the Province to dispose of them to
intending settlers and purchasers with
the utmost facility.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government could not allow this
motion to pass, and it was withdrawn.

OFFICERS OF THE HoUSE.

Mr. 3OWELL, in the absence of
Mr. Kirkpatrick, moved that the Clerk
do lay on the table a statement shew-
ing the ages, names, present salaries
and length of service of each officer
and permanent clerk in his Depart-
ment.

Also the age, names and salaries of
the Extra or Sessional Clerks at pres-
ent employed in the service of the
House of Commons.

Also a statement shewing the ages,
names, salaries and length of service of
the Officers, Clerks, Book-keepers and
Messengers of the Department of the
Sergeant-at-Arms whether employed
permanently or otherwise.-Carried.

EXPENDITURES IN THE DIFFERENT
PROVINCES.

Mr. BUNSTE R moved for an Order
ofthe House for a return of the revenue
and expenditure on account of Consoli-
dated Fund for each year since Confed-
eration in the Provinces of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick and in the Pro-
vinces of Manitoba and British Colum-
bia for each year since they became
Provinces of the Dominion; also the
amount of expenses in each of the said
Provinces yearly during the same
periol on Capital Account.-Carried.

BOARDS Or TRADE.

The amendments made in Committee
to the Bill amending the Act relating
to the incorporation of Boards of Trade
were jead the second time and con-
curred in, and the Bill read the third
time and passed.

RETURNS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Goverument had been charged with
being remiss in bringing down re-
turns. H1e had taken the trouble to
compare the results of the present with
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previous Sessions, and he found the
following facts to bear out the posi-
tion he took when formerly attacked:
At this period of the Session in 1868
there 49 returns brought down ; in
1869, 33 returns; in 1870, 26 returns;
in 1871. 46 returns; in 1872, 44 re-
turns; in 1873, 45 returns; in 1874,
41 returns; in 1875, 49 returns, and
in 1876 (the present Session), 52, be-
ing three more than the highest num-
ber that had ever been brought down
in the same time. Some of the re-
turns this year were very voluminous,
too. The highest number previously
granted was in 1874, when 104 were
allowed, and 41 brought down up to
the same time.

The House adjourned at Five min-
utes past Twelve o'clock p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TUESDAY, April 4, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three o'clock.

MONTREAL HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE introduced
a Bill respecting the Harbour Commis-
sioners of Montreal. He said the Bill
of last Session was amended in the
Senate only a day before the proro-
gation, and it was to remove doubts as
to that amendment that this Bill was
introduced.

The Bill was read the first time

CUSTOMS IN MANITOBA.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE introduced
a Bill to amend the Act relating to
customs in Manitoba. He explained
that its object was to empower the
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba,
under certain circunstances, to issue
licenses to persons carrying liquors
into or out of the North-West Terri-
tories.

The Bill was read the first time.

THE DESJARDINS CANAL.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
respecting the Desjardins Canal. le
said the charter of the company which
constructed this work would soon
expire, and by its terms, the canal
would thon become the property of
the people. Thi.s B:l was to emnp.wver

Hon. Mr. MACKENZm.

the Governor in Council to . deal with
the work as was thought best.

The Bill was read the first time

THE NORTIIERN RAILWAY.

HIon. Mr. MACKENZIE introduced
a Bill to amend the Act of last Session
respecting the iNorthern Railway Coi-
pany. le explained that it was sim-
ply to extend the time in which they
should furnish the amount specified in
the Act of last year.

RAILWAY STATISTICS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE introduced
a Bill to anend the Railway Statisties
Ait. He explained that it was to en-
able the Government more effectively
to carry out the Act of last Session.

RAILwAY LANDS IN THE NORTH-WEST.

lHon. Mr. Laird moved for a Com-
mittee of the Whole for to-morrow to
consider the following Resolution:-

" That it is expedient to make special provis-
ion respecting Dominion Lands withdrawn
from the general provisions of the Dominion
Lands Acts, as to sale and settlement, for
purposes connected with the Canadian Pacific
Railway, and to provide that two-thirds of all
cash received for such Lands shall be carried
to a special fund for such purpoces as aforesaid,
to be dealt with in such manner as may be
deemed expedient by the Governor in Council.'

Carried.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

lon. Mr. MACK ENZIE noved, that
for the renainder of the Session Gov-
ernient Measures shall have prece-
derce of all other business after Routine
Pr-oceedings.--Carried.

THE INDIAN LAWS.

The louse resumed consideration of
the Bill entitled " An Act to amend
and conîsolidate the laws respecting
Indians," in Conrnittee of the Whole,
Mr. Young in the Chair. Clause 86.
Whenever any Indian man, or unimar
ried woman, of the full age of twenty-
one years, obtains the consent of the
Band of which he or she is a member
to become enfranchised, and whenever
such Indian has been assigned by the
Band a suitable allotment of land for
that purpose, the local Agent shall
report such action of the Band, and the
name of the applicant to the Superin-
tendent-General; whereupon the said
Superintendent, if satistied that the
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proposed allotmiient of land is equita-
ble, shall authorize some competent
person to report whether the applicant
he or she is an Indian who, froi the
degree of civiliza';ion to which he or
she bas attained, and the character
for integrity, morality and sobriety
which he or she bears, appears to he
qualified to become a proprietor of
land in fec simple ; and upon the fav-
orable report of such person, the
Superintendent-General may grant
such Indian a location ticket as a pro-
bationray Indian, for the land allotted
to him or ber by the Band, boing taken

lon. Mr. LANGEVIN stated, that
after three years of probation, if he
remembered right, the Indian would
obtain ur.der this Act full title to his
property; consequently ho mighlt sell
it at any tinie, and white men purchas-
ing mioht intrude on the reserves.
11e knew that this had been the objec-
tion to the law as it now stood, and
which was enacted in 1869. The con-
sent of the band to enfranchisement
would not be obtained for this reason:
it would introduce whites on the roser-
ves, and bring about all the evils wbich
followed the mi ngling ofthe two races.
Great difficulty, at least, would
be experieneed in obtaining the
assent of a band to the enfranchise-
ment of one of their number
fitted to enjoy this privilege. He was
aware of the delicate nature of this
question, but it nevertheless must be
settled. They should have in view the
gradual enfranchisement of all the
Indians living amongst us. He thoughlt
that the intention of the Government
was good, but he did not consider that
the result would meet the views of the
Minister of the Interior. He drew
attention to these matters, because this
-clause of course contained the principle
of this section of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD agreed with a
great portion of the rernarks of the
hon member for Charlevoix; but in the
first place the Government thought that
it would be very undesfrable to frame
any scheme for enfranchisement which
would not be acceptable to the Indians.
If this were done regardless of the
,consent of the band. confusion, want of
harmony, and dissatisfaction would be

produced. They knew fron experi-
ence, and from the deliberations of the
Council hold the other year at Sarnia,
that the Indians gencrally in these
Provinces, were willing to accord en-
franchisement to intelligent members
of. these Bands. By the 88th clause of
the BiH, while the enfranchisement
enabled them to hold their lands
in fee simple, they also. lad
the right to sit in Council and
draw their annuities; and this was
precisely what the Indians desired.
The hon. member remarked that white
men might settle on the reserves if
these provisions were enforced; but if
the great privilege in question was
not accorded they would run counter
to the whole policy of the Government
regarding the surrenders which had
existed for years. It was our boast
that we did not take an acre of land
from the Indians without their con-
sent; and if this privilege were de-
nied them, they would have a right to
complain. This Act was in entire
harmony with the surrender principle;
and he did not think that much trouble
would be met in carrying it into effect.
The Six Nation Indians did not seem
quite prepared for it, but when they saw
other Bands accept it. they would soon
follow their example. As regarded the
North-West Territories, Manitoba and
British Columbia, they did not expect
that these provisions would be appli-
cable to the Indians living in those
regions for some years to com. This
was the best that they could do under
tho circumstances ; and while they
could offer counsel and advice to the
Indians at all times, he thought that
they should not attempt to act in any
way contrary to the views of the
Indians, at least as far as their rights
to property were concerned. This was
the policy of the Administration.

Mr. PATERSON remarked that in
1857 the right hon. member for
Kingston had introduced a Bill, in
which this feature of enfranchisement
was recognised. This law was amended
by the hon. member for Charlevoix in
1869, and though the principle was
recognised, the law had remained in-
operative-in fact a dead letter in this
respect. Only one Indian lie believed
had sought to obtain this privilege
under it, but when he had secured it.
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no land w as allotted to him. The
Minister of the Interior dwelt upon
this subject in his report in language
full of eloquence and of truth, stating
that he was firmly persuaded that the
true interests of the aborigines and the
State alike require that every effort
should be made to aid the red man in
lifting himself out of his condition of
tutelage and dependence. It was the
duty of the Government then to con-
sider whether every aid was given the
Indian seeking enfranchisement. He
feared that in some of the tribes the
consent of the majority of the Band
required by the Acts would not be
given, and thus the desire of the Indian
seeking enfranchisement be denied.

He would suggest that it should be
so amended that when the majority of
the tribe refused to allow one of their
number the right of enfranchisement,
he could have the right of appeal to
the General Superintendent ; without
such a remedy the Bill would, he
feared, be defective.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said this Bill
was found to meet the wishes of the
Indians themselves, and consequently
they expected it to be more effective
than the Bill of 1857. If it was found
after a year or two that the suggestion
of the hon. gentleman would be any
improvement the law would be easily
amended.

Mr. FLEMING said the Indians of
the Six Nations were too shrewd and
intelligOht to accept of the enfranchise-
ment offered under the Acts of 1857
and 1869. If we would enfranchise
the Indians we must offer them such
inducements as would make it worth
their while to ask for. Thev should
first be located on their reserves ; first
decide what land they should have,
and let them feel that this lard was
theirs forever, but do not give them
the power to alienate it to white men,
and as soon as they knew exactly
what they possessed then they would
look for enfranchisement ; but the
most intelligent Indians were debarred
from it by this clause, which would
put them in a worse position than they
now occupied.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that as the dis-
cussion on this Bill had already occu-
pied much time, he would content

Mr. PATERSON.

himself with making some observa-
tions generally on the clauses under
the beading of enfranchisement. The-
clauses under this head, he thought
objectionable for the following rea-
sons :-They are merely a repetition in
a modified form of existing rules
which have been found to be utterly
inapplicable, and are so complicated
and cumbersome that it would be next
to impossible for an Indian, however
well qualified otherwise, to become
enfranchised under them; and this is
proven by the fact that although the
law has been long in existence, no
Indian, as far as he knew, has ever
availed or attempted to avail himself
of its provisions. Again, these clauses
would make enfranchisement con-
tingent, not only on the breaking up of'
the reserves into separate freehold
allotments, but also on the Indians
ceasing to be Indians under the mean-
ing of the Statutes. It would, there-
fore follow that Indians, no matter
how wealthv, intelligent or well-
educated, must continue to be without
civil rights, unless they comply with
rules which, even if they could be com-
plied with, would have the effect of
breaking up the whole system of
Indian management, thus depriving
the Indians of the protection they
have hitherto enjoyed, and it is well
known, or at least, generally supposed
that these rules were adopted in the
first instance, with a view to breaking
up the tribal system and enabling the
white man to get possession of the
lands of the Indians.

Again-these causes being, as proved
by practical experience of similar cnes,
inapplicable, will continue to be in-
operative, in fact a dead letter, except
in so far as that they will, as heretofore,
deprive a large number of very deserv-
ing people in Ontario at least, of civil
rights, and a well-to-do Indian will still
have the mortification of seeing his
white labourers voting at elections,
while be, the son of the soi, finds him-
self in an inferior position, branded in
fact as an outlaw, and unfit to share in
the common privileges of a white man.
The Act will thus have the very op-
posite effect to that which was no
doubt intended. Instead of imbuing the
Indians with a sense of self-respect, and
leading them to feel that when they
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have advanced in civilization they are
to stand on an equal footing with the
white man, it will have a tendency to
degrade them in thoir own eyes and in
the estimation of those around them.
The Indians are everywhere so attach-
ed to their tribal system that they will
not abandon it, and some way should
be found of leading them to civi lization
and independence without trenching on
this, their most cherished institution.
In Ontario the Indians have, in many
cases, passed the probationary period
and are in a position to exercise the
franchise as judiciously as the majority
of white men.

The interpretation of the word
enfranchisement," section 3, sub-

section 5, does not make the matter
any better, but the clause might be
relieved to some extent of its objec-
tionable features by using the words
" freehold" and "freeholder" for
"enfranchised" and "enfranchisement ;"
and it should be left entirely to the
Provinces to say who shall, or who
shall not vote at elections, which is the
spirit at least, of the present election
law.

lon. Mr. LAIRD said that the term
enfranchiscd " was defined in the

Bil, and in view of his hon. friend's
representations he proposed introdue-
ing an amendment.

Mr. SCHULTZ said he was aware
of it, but the definition did not
relieve the objectionable features of
these clauses. lowever, lie was glad
to learn that, in view o-f the dif-
feront condition of the Indians of the
North-West as compared with those of
the older Provinces, the hon. Min-
ister imtended to make an amendment
to the Bil, and as he (Mr. Schultz) had
before explained the different circum-
stances of the Indians of the North-
West, he hoped the amendment would
be of such a character as would ronder
the Bill applicable to both.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Min-
ister of Interior would agree with him
it would not be wise to give the Super-
intendent General the power to en-
franchise Indians who had been refused
that privilege by the band. It would
be better to fix a time-say a period of
fifteen years-at the expiration of
which all the members of a band
should be enfranchised.

lion. Mr. LAIRD--They would not
all be fit.

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN said there
were nany white men who were not
fit for enfranchisement, yet they en-
joyed all the rights of freemen. By
being educated all the members of a
band would become fit for taking their
places in Society. The object of this
Bill was to keep the Indians, with the
exception of a few, mn a state of tute-
lage. Looking to the future of the
race, he believed the true policy should
be te do away with that systern, by the
gradual emancipation of all the Indians
who lived im villages and were settled
on lands.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD said that would
offer no inducement to them to become
fit for enfranchisement. Under this
Bill they were given some aim to bet-
ter themselves, and lie believed that
was the true policy.

Mr. PATERSON said at the same
time it struck a blow at the very root
of the tribal relation. The very fact
of an Indian secking enfranchisement
implied that ho no longer wished
to be reeognized as an Indian.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD-An Indian is not
eut off from his band by enfranchise-
ment. le belongs to the trnbe as
much as ever he did.

Mr. PATERSON said it was impos-
sible at the sane time to preserve the
tribal relations and facilitate the en-
franchisement of the Indians. If the
Government were prepared to take the
position that the tribal relations mîust
continue for all time to come, then it
was a mistake to do any tling in the
wav of enfranchisement at all. It was
evident the proposition ofc the hon.
member for Charlevoix would have to
be a(lopted ere long--a time nust bo
fixed when all Indians living in the
midst of civilized communities and
refusing to move to the North West,
must be enfranchised. Take the Brant
reserve for instance. The Indians there
are increasing rapidly, and something
must be done to meet their case. They
would not renove to a larger reserve,
and there remained only the alterna-
tive of enfranchising the whole band
at a certain time.

The clause passed.
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On the 88th clause,
lon. Mr. LAIRD proposed an addi-

tion providing for the child's right to
the land, if, at the end of the proba-
tionary period the Indian was not
qualified for enfranchisement.

The clause, as anended, was carried.
Ont the 89th clause.
Hon. Mr. LAIIRD proposed to add a

clause to carry out the principle of the
preceding provision, declaring the
forn in which the child should hold the
land.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN asked if it
would not be well to introduce a clause
to allow a medical man or educated In-
dian to hold land and have the privi-
leges of enfranchisement outside of the
reserve of his own land.

Hon. Mir. Laird explained that there
was nothing in the present law to prc-
vent an Indian enjoying this privilege.

The clause, as amended, was carried.
The 90th cliause was carried without

discussion.
On the 91st clause,
Hon. Ir. EAIRID moved to strike

out the wor-ds allow for eaci single
Indian a like proportion."

The clause was carried with this
amendment.

Clauses 92 and 93 were cari ied with-
out discussion.

On clause 94,
lon. Mr LAIRD introduced a new

section, providing that this enfranchise-
ment clause should not apply to Mani-
toba, British Columbia, or the North-
West, until by proclamation of the
Governor in Council.

The clause, as amended, was carried.
Clauses 95 and 96 were carried with-

out debate or amendment.
The 98th clause, the Governor may,

from time to time, appoint officers
and agents to carry out this Act, and any
Orders in Council made under it,
which officers and agents shall be paid
in such manner and at such rates as
the Governor in Council may direct
out of any fund that may be appro-
priated by law for that purpose, being
taken up.

Mr. COSTIGAN called the attention
of the Minister of the Interior to a
matter which he Lad previously
brought before the Committee. The

Mr. PAT]RSON.

appointment of the agent in New
Brunswick was at present not con-
venient to the Indians, whose monev
to a large amount was used to pay this
officer, who resided at a great distance
from the reserve. He had understood
from the Minister of the Interior to-day
that no change had been made be-
cause this state of things existed
under the late Government. This was
correct. The late Mr. Howe had
divided the Province of New
Brunswick for these purposes into two
districts, to which he had objected at the
time without avail. The Indians had
afterwards petitioned against it with a
like result ; and ho had during the
following Session directed the atten-
tion of the Government to the question,
showing the inconsistency of appoint-
ing an officer with a high salary to do
what had been performed by resident
commissioners previously without sal-
ary. A Mr. Craig, who lived on the re-
serve, was to have been appointed when
the late Government was defeated;
and that gentleman unfortunately died
before any steps were taken in the
matter. He had then fully discussed
this question.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD fully appreciated
the hon. gentleman's remarks. The
state of affairs with reference to the
New Brunswick agen cies was not satis-
factory, but as yet he had not been
fully prepared to recommend any
change until the Superintendent had
settled on a certain plan regarding this
Province. It did not seem desirable to
dismiss officers or lower their salaries.
An official report was required before
anything could be done, and the map-
ping out of the whole Province with a
view to a new arrangement. He had
thought that he would have been in a
position last summer to visit that
section of the country for this
purpose ; but this had been impos-
sible, and he would send an agent
of the Department to look into the
matter. It was not a pleasant thing,
as the hon. member for Cumberland
knew, to dismiss officials.

Mr. COSTIGAN added, that com-
plaint was made because this matter
seemed so difficult to deal with; he did
not ask for the dismissal of any officer.
A Commissioner, resident on the

Laws.(COMMONS.]



Business. 1041

reserves, could be appointed with a
salary of $100 a year, whereas the
present officer received $400. He
could not see why they should wait for
a change until the locality was visited
by a Ninister or an agent. He had
received a number of letters on the
subject, during the present and the
last Session, expressing a hope that a
resident Commissioner would be named.
The sum of $1.-a very high rate-
per thousand was now paid on the
reserves for stumpage, and the agent
in addit;on charged 98 cents per
thousand for travelling expenses.
The only party who was benefited
under th'e present system was the
Commissioner. le had drawn up
petitions in this connection, and pre.
viously stated the facts of the case;
nearly three years had elapsed since
the question was first mooted, and the
Indiars could not understand why
their demand could not be granted.

The clause was passed.
On clause 66,
Hon. Mr. LAIRD said he proposed

to amend it so that any person selling
an article to an Indian who could not
advance more than one-fourth or one-
half the payment should have the
right to take security for the balance
on such article alone. For instance, a
person selling an Indian a horse, and
receiving one-fourth down, could take
security on the animal for the re-
mainder.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that while
they generally treated the Indians as
children, in this matter it was proposed
to treat ,them as men, which was
inconsistent with the general policy.

The Committee rose and reported
the Bill with amendments, which were
concurred in.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were read the
t-hird time and passed:-

An Act to amend the Act 31 Vic-
toria, Chapter 5, as respects the Public
Accounts.

An Act to amend the Act 31 Vic-
toria, Chapter 3, respecting the indem-
nity to Members of both louses of
Parliament.

An Act to remove doubts under the
Acts therein mentioned respecting the

Corporation of the Quebec Harbour
Commissioners (from the Sonate.)

SUPPLY.

The House went again into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Young in the
Chair

At Six o'clock the House took recess.

AFTER RECESS.

The Ilouse went again into Commit-
tee of Supply--Mr. Young in the Chair.

MILITIA ESTIMATES.

On the item $40,000 for mihitary
stores,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained
the item had been reduced from $60,-
000 to $40,000, which was the smallest
sum that would answer for the pur-
pose.

The item passed.
On the item $52,000 for public ar-

mories and care of arms, including the
pey of storekeepers and caretakers,
storemen and the rents, fuel and light
of public armories,

Mr. MASSON asked if it was the in-
tention of the Government to carry
into effect the recommendation made
by the Major-General-that a skilled
armorer should go round and see to
the arms-and whether it was their in-
tention to follow the suggestion made
by Col. Jackson with respect to the
care of arms ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the suggestion
was a good one, but he could not say
whether it would be carried out.

Mr. MASSON said it was a recoin-
mendation made last year, and the
House ought to know whether it would
be acted upon or not.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said it would be
carried into effect as soon as the Gov-
ernment thought it was for the advan-
tage of our militia system.

Mr. FLESHER said a great deal of
the deterioration of arms arose from
climatie causes. They were stowed
away in places which were unfit for
the purpose, and being exposed to
damp were speedily covered with rust.
Proper places should be provided for
the storage of arms.
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Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said somo
636 armories would have to be built if
that suggestion were adopted.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thought the
Minister of Mibtia had not treated the
bon. member for Terrebonne fairly in
not stating specifically whether the
Government intended to adopt the
recommendation of their responsible
officer or not.

Mr. BROWN did not sec bow the
present system could be improved
upon without a large increase in the
expenditure. The captain of a com-
pany was held responsible for the
arms. He received $40 or $50 for
looking after them, and this money
was paid to soine trustworthy man to
discharge the duty.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) enquired
what had been the result of negotia-
tions between the Minister of Militia
and Defence and the corporation of the
city of Ottawa, respecting the present
armories, which were quite inadequate
for the purpose ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL replied that nothing
definite had as yet been donc. The
matter was certainly important in the
interests of the city, and he could not
but say that the armory and drill shed
were in a disgraceful condition.

Mr. FLESHER thought that it was
neither expelient nor necessary to es-
tablish new armories at every point;
but he fancied that the arms in those
which now existed could be botter pre-
served by sccuring greater isolation
from the damp, at slight expense.

Mr. BOWELL thought that it would
be more satisfactory to the House and
country if something like an answer
were given to the question of his hon.
friend from Terrebonne. The sugges-
tions in question were not new; they
were made last year with refe-
rence to the care of arms, and the
appointment of sergeant-majors or
permanent adjutants, in the different
districts, to look particularly after
Government property. The bon.
gentleman stated that ho had the
matter under consideration; one year
had passed, and he supposed that
another year must be allowed. The
Major-General reported that a large
portion of the arms were unfit for

Mr. FLESHER.

service. It was impossible to take
arms to and from, and use them at
camps without injury; and the saving
that would be effected in the depart-
ment by a skilled armorer would far
exceed the remuneration received. A
great waste was due to the circum-
stance that volunteers were permitted
to retain their military clothing in
their possession, particularly with re-
gard to great-coats, which were used
for common wear. He supposed that
they would be compelled to be satisfied
with the reply wbich had been ob-
tained.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-We ought
to have a more explicit answ'er.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-The hon.
gentleman has stated that he bas taken
the matter into consideration.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I do not
think that this is au answer which
a free Parliament should be satisfied
with. The hon. gentleman should sav
whether ho intends to carry out
the recommendations of a responsible
officer or not. The hon. gentleman
bas no right to make the reply he bas
given.

IHon. Mr. VAIL-I am afraid that
no answer which I can give will be
satisfactory to the hon. gentleman. It
is not the time to appoint a permanent
salaried officer when we are reducing
the expenditure in connection with
this item. This is a very good reason
for not doing so at present; another
is, that $40 is allowed per company,
which is paid on certificate of the
Brigadier-Major, who is responsible for
the arms. The matter will be looked
into and the suggestions in question
will be taken into consideration.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I quite ap-
prove of the explanation as far as it bas
gone. I do not think that it is desir-
able to add additional officers to the
staff of the militia, and I believe that
if a good many of them were discharged
it would meet with the approval of the
country. I understand that the hon.
gentleman does not intend to accept
the suggestions of bis responsi-
ble officer. I hope, however, that
whatever he may do, ho will not in-
crease the expenditure with relation
to the militia service, or add to its
charges on the revenue of the country.
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Mr. MASSON said the reply of the
Minister of Militia was almost an
attack upon himself, that ho had
recommended a course that would
create a great deal of extra expendi-
ture on the Militia force. le had had
somo experience in Militia affairs, and
had to see that the officers under him
took care of their arms. If the hon.
gentleman thought this was not a pro-
per time to take care of these arms he
would tell him it would be far botter
to withdraw them from the force, and
store them in the Government armories.
The arms could not be properly taken
care of without the expenditure of
money, and he feared if the course he
had suggested were not adopted the
House would sec next session the arms
would be reported as being in bad
order.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said the
Captain of each particular Company
should be held responsible for the good
condition and state of the arms in his
charge.

Mr. BOWELL said ho fully con-
curred with the Hon. Minister of
Militia that this was not the time to
add permanent officers to the staff. He
thought it vas already too large
and expensive for the work whicl1
they had to perform. He had under-
stood the lIon. Minister of Finance to
state a few minutes ago that there
were 636 armories through the country
to be looked after, to each of which he
proposed to give $40 towards liooking
after and taking care of the armts.
That amounted to $26,440. Two or
three well skilled armory sergeants
could perform the duty more satis-
factorily and keep the arms in botter
condition for a very much smaller
sum of money, and then more could be
saved by dropping out a portion of the
staff.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said the House
sbould have some statement from the
Government as to their policy with
regard to the care of these arms. The
Major General had made a very serious
charge, that a large part of these arms
were unserviceable, and this House
should consider the best means of
remedying the evil. The present
system was not satisfactory, and the
arms should either be called in from

the country companies and concentra-
ted in the battalion armories where
they could easily be inspected; or if it
were considered desirable that the arms
should remain at Company head-
quarters, then there should be
an inspection once or twice a year by
a competent armory-sergeant. In
cases of isolated companies the arms
should be treated in the same way.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said the
arms were so simple that they could not
get out of order, and all that was
necessary was to keep them well oiled
and free from rust.

The item was passed.
On item, $50,000, for contingencies

and general service not otherwise pro-
vided for, including assistance to Rifle
Associations and bands of efficient
corps,

Mr. WRIGIIT (Pontiac) enquired if
there was any of that amount for the
W i mbledon team.

iIon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said pro-
vision was made for the different Rifle
Associations of the Provinces in a gen-
eral way amounting to some $18,000
or $20,000, but he did not think a vote
for that special object had ever been
taken specifically.

IIon. Mr. MlTCHELL asked for an
approximate statement of the cost of
Major G-eneral Smythe's trip across the
Rocky Mountains.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIT said it
was distributed over two or three De-
partments, the Mounted Police, Militia,
&c., but he would be able to get the
statement before concurrence was
taken. le was of opinion that it
would not exceed $7,000.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said ho had
heard the expenses of the Major-Gene-
ral and staff across the continent
amounted to between $30,000 and $40,-
000. le hoped it was not true.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGRT thought
this was a great exaggeration.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL would be glad
to hear so, and hoped a detailed account
of the cost of the expedition would be
submitted to the House.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT promised,
if possible, to bring down the items on
concurrence.
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Mr. FLESHER remarked that it vas
an essential condition to the efficiency
of r corps that it should possess a tar-
get, and enquired what steps were
taken to supply regiments.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said they were anx-
ious to provide targets wherever their
necessity was pointed out. There had
only been two applications, and the
amount expended was less than the
appropriation. It was necessary to
apply for them through the ordinary
channel and not to the department.

Mr. BUNSTER called attention to
the fact that the Nanaimo corps had
neither drill shed nor target. The
Captain bad. informed him the coin-
pany would be disbanded unless they
received some consideration in this
respect.

The item was carried.
On item 75, Military College, $26,-

000,
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT gave the

items of this estimated expenditure,
and remarked that this was purcly an
experimental vote, and the whole
amount might not be required next
year.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER enquired if the
professors were appointed, and when
the college would open.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the college
would open by the 1 st of May or a
little later.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT stated
that all the professors had been ap-
pointed with the exception of the pro-
fessor of modern languages.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN wanted to
know how many cadets bad passed
their examinations, and whether the
regulations, conditions of examination
and qualifications had been changed.
Those conditions originally militated
against the young men of the Province
of Quebec. Unless a candidate could
translate French or Latin into English
he could not pass his examination,
which was scarcely right, as a college
of this kind should be for the benefit of
all classes of the community.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said there was no
intention to shut out any one from the
advantages of the college. The great
difficulty last year was that the cadets

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

who came forward were not up to the
French requirements. Ie did not see
how the regulations could act detri-
mentally to the interests of any youth
in Qaebec, as he was sure the ordinary
course of instruction in that Province
would enable him to pass the examina-
tion. Provision was made for 20 cadets.
Last year there were 12 candidates, but
only eight came up to the required
standaad. The standard had been
placed rather high. It was fixed at
an average of 50, but at the next ex-
amination, whieh would take place on
the 28th of May, it would be lowered
to 35 or 37. If the hon. gentleman had
some better arrangements to suggest
he would be glad to listen to them.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the
conditions were much too stringent,
and they were not just to the French
population. To translate Latin into
English, it was necessary to have a
complete knowledge of the latter lan-
guage; yet this was what French
Canadian candidates were required to
do before they could be admitted to the
college.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT admitted
there was force in what the hon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix said, and no doubt
it would be taken into consideration.
The hon. gentleman, he supposed, did
not object to a reasonable knowledge
of English. That would be admitted
to be a necessity.

Mr. BABY said there was a great
difference between asking a candidate
to know the English language, and to
know it so perfectly that he would re-
quire to have so many marks at an
examination and not less. It was very
well to say, "we will have English
officers ;" but the French Canadians
should have leaders in whom they had
confidence, and there were none who
would be likely to lead them so suc-
cessfully as their own countrymen.
He hoped the Minister of Militia would
not exact a more thorough knowledge
of English than would enable the can-
didates to understand their instructor,.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the matter
would be taken into consideration, and
although a great deal of attention had
been given to the subject, it was quite
possible they might be able to make a
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change in the direction suggested,
before the next examination.

lon. Mr. TUPPER said it was
evident the conditions of admission
were too rigid, and it was a question
whether they should not be nodified
in some respects. The very fact that
only twelve persons Lad applied for
admission to the institution, indicated
that the difficulties to be encountered
were too great.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it was
now too late to consider whether or
not it was expedient to establish the
Military College. Both parties in this
House were committed to it and Lad
voted for the Bill establishimg it. It
could not be denied, but that there was
an impression that it was in advance
of the times. He, however, believed
that it had every prospect of success.
The professors had been well chosen.
and were well qualified for their
positions. The only rock of danger
ahead was the want of students, and
that must be avoided by holding out
greater inducements to young mon to
enter the College. What was offered by
the present rogulations to the best
student after finishing his course of
instruction was a sword, to the next
best to antedate bis commission
in the Militia one year. This
was altogether inadequate. Parents
would not send their sons to
spend four of the best years of their
life-from 16 to 20-in a college where
they were not specially trained for
any profession or occupation that
would enable them to earn their for-
tunes in this country. The Govern-
ment should offer thom some induce-
ments. The staff should be selected
from tie first students of the college,
and the scientific men required on the
great publie works likely to go on f(ôr
years to cone should receive their
education there. He offered these
suggestions with a desire to aid the
college, and he hoped they would be
considered by the Government.

Mr. WRIGIT (Pontiac) s'id the
Government had removed the highest
prize in the service-the position of'
Major-General - from the reach of'
Canadians. He had no fault to find
with the gentleman who now filled the
position, but what he did object to was,

that nobody could aspire to the posi-
tion who lad not attained a certain
rank in the regular service of the
Empire. It was a practical exclusion
of Canadians from the position. With
reference to the suggestion of the hon.
member for Frontenac, tlhat parents
should be offered greater inducements
to send their sons to the college, he
(Mr. Wright) thought the country was
doing enough in giving them such an
excellent education.

HIon. Mr. LANGEVIN stated that
the Minister of Militia and Defence
would sec at once that the regulations
were framed without any regard what
ever to the interests of the French
population, and in such a way as to lead
to the supposition that the race did not
exist in the country. lie did not say that
this was intentional, but it was the
result. Successful candidates were
obliged to be able to write English
correctly and in a legible hand; if
French replaced English he wondered
how many English-speaking young
men could pass this test; probably not
one ont of a hundred. Then they
should be capable of writing an essay,
exercise, or letter in English; this was
not fair to French-speaking youths. He
did not like to speak of these distinc-
tions of nationality, ho never did; but
both populations were on an equal foot-
ing, and this college was intended to
supply training for our young men
generaliy. These regulations would, in
fact, exclude French Canadians from
the college. He asked wh,ether out of
the six or eight candidates who had pre-
sented themselves there was one a mem-
ber of this nationality. French and Ger-
man, under clause 13, were to be con-
sidered as alternative subjects, and pro-
ficiency in either was sufficient; and if
this was so arranged as to permit the
writing of translations and essays in
French, a knowledge ofEnglish or Ger-
man otherwise being optional, it would
be satisfactory. The officors who
commanded the French Canadian
militia should speak their language;
and they all knew that effective service
could not be expected if the mon had
no confidence in or sympathy with
those who commanded them. He
hoped that the regulations would be
changed to meet these suggestions ;
they were also too stringent-more so

JMilitia (Armtii 4, 1876.]



1046 Veterans of

even than those prescribed in connec-
tion with the liberal professions.

Mr. IRVING- had understood the
Minister of Militia and Defence to
concede the propriety of the remarks
of the hon. member for Charlevoix.
Nothing would be more gratifying to
the English-speaking population of the
Dominion at large than to hear that
their fellow-subjects of Quebec could
enter the College at no disadvantage
whatever compared with themselves.
He did not think that the standard* of
examination should be lowered; it
should equal those required of boys
who sought to pass from the High
Schools of the Provinces generally into
the Universities. He ished to draw
the attention of the hon. and, he would
add, accomplished member for Charle-
voix to the fact, that the student who
stood highest on the list, and who had
outstripped his competitors almost in
the proportion of 2± to 1, was a young
gentleman from the Province of Que-
bec, educated in the City of Quebec.

Hon. Mr. VAIL replied that he
would take a note of the suggestions
made and would consider the subject
more fully, if that were in bis power.
The examinations, when they next
took place, would be less rigorous ; but
tbey desired to keep them at as high a
standard as possible. The hon. mem-
ber for Frontenac wished then to
make promises and offer inducenents
to these students, but it was to
be remembered in this relation
that we did not have a standing army.
The object was to give as good an edu-
cation as could be obtained in ordinary
colleges at five times the expense and
ho was sure that the institution would
be a great advantage to the country.
It would besides be dangerous to make
promises, which a future Government,
if there was a change, inight refuse to
honour.

Bon. Mr. TUPPER remarked that
the hon. member for Frontenac had
brought forward a very important
question. It was not to be forgotten
that we were attempting to establish
something like another West Point in
Canada, and the latter had been
extremely successful, not alone because
it furnished students with a first-class
education, but also because they had an

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.

army in which the young men could
secure situations. We, however, had
no standing army, and he hoped that
i,t would be very long before this
would become necessary. The College,
to be a success, must attract young
men of character and standing, and of
talent. For many years to come this
country would have extensive public
works in progress, and the preference
might be given by the Government in
bestowing employment to engineers
who had passed through this institu-
tion ; while a similar system might be
adopted in connection with the Civil
Service. There vas an additional
reason-the ulterior object of the
administration should be, to put it in
their power when any emergency
arose, to lay hands on trained and
skilled officers for the defence of the
country.

If these young men after being
educated in this Military College had
no inducements held out to them to
remain in the country, they might be
attracted over to the neighboring
republic, and their skill would not only
be lost to the Dominion Government,
but in certain contingencies it might
be turned against us. Measures should
be taken to keep these young men
in the public service, so that their
services might at any moment be
available to the country.

The item passed and the Committee
rose, reported progress and asked
leave to sit again.

VETERANS OF 1812-14.
On concurrence, on item $50,000 to

meet the probable amount required
for pensions to veterans of the war of
1812,

Mr. MASSON said some of the vete-
rans were not paid last year because
the vote was exhausted; lie wished to
know if the vote of this year provided
for the payment of such arrears, or if
in the meantime a veteran who was
unpaid had died, could his family
receive the amount.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said it would be
impossible to make a payment under
the circumstances, as the man might
leave a wife and children, and it could
not be decided who was entitled to
receive the money. In the first place
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the Department had advertised in
every direction to give every veteran a
chance to prove his claim. A large
number did prove their claims and
others did not, and an advertisement
was published in the papers to the
effect that all claims that were not
proved on or before the 14th or 15th
November could not participate in the
pension of that year. After the expi-
ration of the term indicated the
$50,000 were divided amongst the
veterans to the number of 2,500, giving
them $20 each. Every man who
proved his claim was paid, and if
others were not it was their own fault,
as they had been given sufficient
opportunity to do so.

Mr. GORDON said the method of
paying the veterans last year at the
centres rather acted to their disadvan-
tage; last year some of those paid at
Toronto came from Napanee. The
consequence was that a large portion
of their $20 went in travelling expen-
ses.

Hion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT thought
there -was some mistake in this; the
veterans from his own knowledge were
paid at the chief places in each county
in Canada, and he believed in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

Hion. Mr. VAIL would be glad if
when the members returned to their
constituents if they would. furnish him
with any information they could ob-
tain with regard to the old veterans.

Mr. BOWELL asked whether
there was any date as to which
the distribution of the noney should
be made, and whether the Govern-
ment intended to adhere to the
sum of $20 as the gratuity to be
paid to the veterans, or whether the
same vote would b distributed among
those living at the time of the distribu-
tion.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the money
would be payable after lst July. If
the party died between that time and
the receipt of the money, ho did not
think the Government would enquire
as to who obtained the money. 1e
did not think out of the present grant
ho could promise to pay more thai $20,
but he was not prepared to say what
the Government would do in the future.

THE DAWSON ROUTE,

On item 98, $75,000 for Lake Supe-
rior and Red River route,

lon. Mr. MITCHELL said he under-
stood the policy of the Government
was practically to abandon this route

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said even
for the use of contractors where work
on the railroad was going on, this
route would be valuable.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN regretted that
this route was not to be maintained for
general communication between the
east and west. The result of this new
policy of the Governmont would be to
throw our traffic into the hands of the
Americans,and to subject our emigrants
to the North-West to the temptations
of the United States agents who might
wish to induce them to settle in Minne-
sota. We should not be dependent
upon the neighbouring country for
means of communication with Mani-
toba.

Mr. MILLS did not at all concur in
the opinion of the hon. member
for Charlevoix. The route had been
kept open for a very long time at
a heavy expense, and very few
passengers had availed themselves
of it. People could not be induced
to forsake the all rail route for
such a road as that. Even though it
were maintained at a great outlay, as
un(er the old regime, nine-tenths of
the emigrants to the North-West would
go by Duluth. The temptation to settle
in the North Western States had been
over-rated. No difficulty of that kind
had been found to arise from a portion
of the route of the Grand Trunk lying
in Maine. Our people did not inter-
fere with United States emigrants who
passed through the western section of
Ontario, and no sensible American
would think it at all unpatriotic to
travel on the north shore instead of the
south side of Lake Erie. The idea was
preposterous, and Manitoba would be
likely to suffer more from the Govern-
ment undertaking to send emigrants
over the Dawson route than from all
the temptations to which they might
be subjected by American agents.
He had conversed with persons who
had travelled over the Dawson route,
and they said when they reached Man-
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itoba there was not an article of cloth-
ing in their trunks that was not rot-
ten.

The sending out of such reports by
persons who had gone over the road
would lose to Manitoba ten immigrants
to the one that would be lost by Amer-
ican influence in going through Amer-
ican territory. He thought there was
very little danger from any such influ-
ence, for when a man left his home in
Europe to go to Manitoba, where possi-
bly some of his relations had gone be-
fore him, he was not likely to be in-
fluenced to stop at any intermediate
station as long as ho had a comfortable
journey, and he would not care much
whether it was through American or
Canadian territory he was travelling
to his destination. He thought it was
only a waste of money to keep such a
road open to show our loyalty and in-
convenience travellers.

Mr. McCALLUM said if this proved
anything it was the death blow of the
Premier's water stretches policy, and
that we should have a through rail
route to Manitoba in Canadian terri-
tory.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said the posi-
tion which he took was this: that if
the road was to be abandoned the
expense should also, be abandoned, and
the $25,000 wiped out of the estimiates.

Mr. MASSON said the remarks of
the hon. member for Bothwell were a
direct attack on the Minister of Public
Works, as that hon. gentleman had ad-
vocated the keeping open of the Daw-
son Route to pr.,vent immigrants to
the North-West from being subjected
to American influence by going over
their roads. It was for the same rea-
son the Government adopted their rail-
way policy, in order to have the route
through our own territory opened up
as rapidly as possible. The hon.
Minister of Agriculture had statel in
the Senate:

" That the Governrment was now in com-
munication with the steamboat companies to
obtain the lowest p: ice at which immigrants
could be carried to Prince Arthur's Landing
or Duluth. Precautions would be taken to
prevent combinations of American railway
companies from taking advantage of, or impos-
ing upon our immigrants passing over their
lines. The Dawson route would b. kept open
and a regular mai[ service would be establish-
ed, so that if any attempts were made to put

Mr. MILLS.

up the prices on American lines the immi-
grants could stili avail themselves of that
route."
This was a proof that the Hon.Minister
cf Public Works was not in accord
with his colleagues in the other House.

Mr. SPEAKER called the hon. gen-
tleman to order, as it -was against the
rules to refer to what had been said by
an hon. gentleman in the other cham-
ber.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said reference
could be made to speeches made in the
other House, by avoiding saying that
a member of the Senate lad made the
statement in the Senate.

Mr. SPEAKER said he knew there
were Parliamentary modes of avoiding
Parliamentary rules.

Ion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said there
vas no discrepancy betwreen the state-

ments of the members of the Govern-
ment in this mïatter. They deemed it ex-
pedient to keep the route open and have
a weekly mail service established
across it. The louse would observe
there was good reason for this policy
of maintaning communication with
the North-West through ou r own terri-
tory, for the purpose of sending over
troops or emigrants if necessary. The
cost of the road in 1872 had been
$165,000, next year $198,000, the year
following $120,000, and the year after
that $100,000. They now had parties
employed at the two ends in repairing
the road, and they though t that $25,000
would be sufficient for the Dawson
route this year.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that he had not
had an opportunity of discussing this
item in Committee, he would
have called attention to the item of
$25,000 for the Red River bridge, which
had been dropped from the estimate
immediately preceding it. Ho had
hoped till he heard the explanation of
the Minister of Finance, that perhaps
this vote related to it, for it would be
remembered in connection with this
Red River bridge that under the late
Administration, $50,000 had been voted
for it, and that soundings had been
taken in the Red River with a view to
its expenditure as a partof the Dawson
road. This amount had been revoted
once; then it was eut down to $25,000
and its connection with the Dawson
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road denied, and now it was taken out
of the estimates altogether. He feIlt
that the Province, and particularly the
city of Winnipeg, had been badly used
in the matter. It would be remem-
bered that last winter a deputation
waited upon the Premier, and in urging
the propriety of the Pembina Branch
crossing at Winnipeg, made on behalf
of the city of Winnipeg the extremely
liberal offer of one-half of the cost of a
railway bridge. In effect the Premier
replied that if the lino was found to be
no longer, or not inconsiderably
longer ho would be disposed to meet
their views and promised to have a
survey made. This survey ho (Mr.
Schultz) believed had been made, but
no reports had been made to the louse,
no answer given to the Council of the
city of Winnipeg,and the first indication
of the action of the Government is the
cancelling of the amount voted in the
Estimates of last year. He con-
tended that this was not acting in
good faith, nor even im courtesy to
W mnnipeg, that the line was searcely
any longer with a crossing there, and
that it was im every way the best route
to take ; and would urge strongly that
an amount sufficient for one halt of a
railway bridge be put in the
supplementary estimates, or if that
could not be donc that there should be
at least a revote of the $25,000.

In the matter of the Dawson route
itself, he believed the vote would not
be sufficient to put the road in repair,
and that the contract to Carpenter &
Co. must now be conceded to have
been an utter failure. Out of 5,000
immigrants last year only 38 came by
that route, and it could easily be
accounted for by the treatment which
immigrants received and were likely
to receive f'rom parties, whose interest
it was not to carry, rather than to
carry the immigrants. It was urged
that the stipulated rates for freight at
$2 per hundred made with the
contractors served to keep down the
rate by other routes, but this was not the
case to any great extent. Raturns just
brought down showed that while the
rate over the Dawson route was $40
per ton they had without allowing
other lines to tender, contracted with
Kitson line for the transpor'tation of'
5,000 tons of rail froin Daluth to Fort

73

Garry at $15 per ton, while at the samo
time by the Merchants line on the lied
River other parties were importing
heavy freight the same distance for $10
per ton, thus showing that 825,000 of
public money had been uselessly spent
by the failure of the Government to put
this large contract up to competition.
Notwithstanding the large cost of the
Dawson route under the old Adminis-
tration, the services it rendered
must not be forgotten, and apart from
those he had montioned on former
occasions, the settlements on the iainy
Lake River, and elsewhere along its
line must be placed to its credit. le
trusted the matter of the bridge at
Winnipeg would receive consideration.
and good faith be kept with the people
of Winnipeg.

Mr. PLUMB observed that the
argument of the hon. gentleman from
Bothwell haI beeni quite unfair ; the
immigrants should pass through and
remain in our own territory. There
was immense competition in the
States to socure the saie of chjeap
lands. Immigrants were subject to
every kind of inflience in this conec-
tion. Riepresentations were made to
them at every turn and corner, and
every inducement held out te thoe to
romain in the United States. The
First Minister had acknowledged that
this road was complotelv impracticable
as it stood ; if this $25,000 was inten-
ded to make the route available for
the purposes for which it was originally
intended, it was too little, and if sim-
ply to provide for the transport of the
mails too much, the vote being about
$1,000 a week during the open season.
If the Government desired to keep the
route open during four, five, or six
months, when the inagnificent water
stretches in this region were not ice
stretches, the appropriation was alto-
oether too limited.

Hon. Mr. LAIIRD explained that
ho had passed over this route during
the season, whon the hon member for
Terrebonne went to Manitoba. A large
number of Mennonites had gone over
it at the same time, and as far as ho
could see, they were kindly and woll
treated. He saw no inducements held
out to prevail upon them to settle in
American territory; at all events, it
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was without success, because every
one of them went to thoir destination.
Iad the Government spent $500,000

a year to keep this road open,
following the example of the late
Administration, he did not believe that
the immigrants would have passed over
it to any great extent, nor would this
be the case until we possessed tbrough-
rail communication with the North-
Wes L The railway would be built as
soon as possible, and this was the
intention of the Government. As to
the lines of steamiers running on Red
River, the opposition line was only
started last year, and then he also
understood late in the season, and one
of its boats had sunk. It was the
interest of the Government to sec as
much competition as possible, but
every company could not expect to be
encouraged in the manner mentioned.
It was simply absurd to talk of
shipping steel rails over this route,
and in this relation he could not but
think that the hon. mem ber for Lisgar
had been perpetrating a hugo joke.
He did not consider the road at present
was in a worse condition than when
the late Government left office.

Mr. TRIOW thought that when the
hon. member for Lisgar said that pass-
engers were sent by way of Duluth, by
the contractors of the Dawson Route, ho
had been drawing on his imagination.
He had made a trip in that direction
last year, and he was satisfied that
passengers would not, under present
circumstances, pass over the Dawson
Route, and they would, moreover, be
great fools if they did. They wished to
go by the quickest possible route, and
with the least possible inconvenience;
and to try to induce then to go by this
route to Manitoba would be the best
means to ensure their ssttlement in the
United States. It was absurd to think
of sending steel rails over this road ;
and in urging this as possible, he was
also of opinion that the hon. member
for Lisgar did it as a joke.

Mr. SC ULTZ observed in reply
that steel rails were not longer than
the boats or heaver than articles which
had been conveyed over the Dawson
Route. As to the charge with regard to
the rate of freight, he would venture
the statement that the First Minister

Hoi. Mr. LAIR.

would not get the rails shipped at the
lowest possible rate.

Mr. BOWELL remarked that the
question with reference to the returns
showing the rate as $10 per ton, while
the Government paid $15, had not been
answered.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that
had nothing to do with the question
under discussion. All questions arising
out of that would corne up with much
more propriety on the Pacifie Railway.

The item was concurred in.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The report of the Committee of Sup-
ply of the 22nd March was next taken
up.

Items 119 to 124, inclusive, were
concurred in without debate.

On item 125,winter service of steamer
between Prince Edward Island and the
Mainland, $15,000,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked what ar-
rangements had been made for this ser-
vice.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT thought
they would have to undertake it them-
selves. His impression was that they
would have te bauild a steamer especi-
ally adapted for the purpose.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL remarked
that there was a report that a con-
tract had beon given te a gentleman
to construct a steamer for $50,000.
Was there any foundation for this state-
ment ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT could
simply say that negotiations were
going on with a view of procuring a
boat fit for the service, but no arrange-
ments had been made, and the assent
of the Hoiuse would have to bo obtain-
ed before they could make any such
arrangement.

The item was concurred in.
Item 126 and 127 were concurred in

without discussion.
On item 128-to provide for the

examination of' Masters and Mates,
$4,250,

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET wished te
know whether the Government intend-
en to close the School at Quebec.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said Le
believed that was the intention of the
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Government, the number attending
being so very small.

The item was concurred in.
Item 129 was also adopted without

discussion.
On item 130, to provide for investi-

gation into wrecks and casualties, an%.
collection of information relating to
disasters to shipping, $1000,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said he knew
of but one case into which any enquiry
was made into such casualties. Either
these investigations should be made or
the item should be wiped off.

The item was concurred in, and the
remaining items under the same head-
ing were adopted without discussion.

THIRD READING.

Bill to amend the Act 35 Vie., Cap.
108, intituled: " An Act to amend the
Act to incorporate the London and
Canada Loan & Agency Co. (limited,)
was read the third time and passed.

The House adjourned at 12 o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, April 5, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.
THE INDIAN BILL.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD moved the third
reading of the Bill respecting Indians.

The Bill was read the third time and
passed.

PACIFIC RAILWAY.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Cartwright,
the House went into Committee of
Supply.

On item No. 83, appropriating
$2,810,000, for Pacifie Railway Survey,

Mr. McCALLUM said he was in
favour of building a railroad through
our own territory, from ocean to ocean,
but he was not in favour of pushing the
work on so fast as to embarrass the re-
sources of the country. He said he
would like to see this money expended
on the main lino berore these branches
were undortaken. He objected par-
ticularly to the Goorgian Bay branch.
The Hon. Premier said the other day
that the building of the Pacifie Railway
was an insane scheme, but ho (Mr.
McCallum) was of opinion that if ever

there was an insane undortaking it was
the building of the Georgian Bay
Branch. The road would be of but
little use, as no freight from the North-
West would come by this route. It
would involve a large expendi-
ture, and be less available than
the existing routes, for no vessel coming
from Lake Superior with a cargo would
go to French River when they could
get a botter harbour at Collingwood,
Southampton, Kincardine, Goderich
and Sarnia, and these places are al-
ready connected with railways run-
ning east. When the Welland Canal
was finished large vessels could go
down by the lakes to Montreal, and the
completion of this canal would revolu-
tionize the carrying trade of our inland
waters and of the country. He visited
the French River section last summer,
and thought it a very inhospitable
country. He would advise the Hon.
Minister of Public Works, if ho sent
any employees up there, to enter into
a contract to have their bodies cre-
mated, as soi enough to bury a man
could not be found in twenty miles
square. He wanted to see the main
lino from Lake Superior proceeded
with. He condemned the policy of
the Government in proceeding with the
construction of the lino as a Govern-
ment work, and said that when the
policy was first adopted the Govern-
ment held that the profits, which would
otherwise have gone to the contractors,
would under their scheme accrue to
the country. They had got the first
instalment of these profits in the loss
sustained by the steel rails purchase,
and they would have the second in the
expenditure of a large amount of
money unnecessarily in the useloas
Georgian Bay branch of the Canada
Pacifie line.

Mr. IDEWDNEY complimented the
Premier on his clear description of the
Surveys that had taken place during
the last year on the Canadian Pacifio
Railroad, especially through the
Province of British Columbia. He wais
sorry that the members of the House
had not been put in possession of a
synopsis of the work, together with a
skeleton map of the different routes,
as it would have assisted them to
follow the Premier more intelligently.

He was glad to find that the surveys
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were so far advanced as enabled the
Governiment to state that a favorable
line had been obtained and practically
located between FortWilliam, on Lake
Superior, and Fort George, on the
Frazer River. He had been astonish-
ed to hear the exorbitant estimate of
the cost of a Pacifie Railway given by
some hon. gentleman the other evening.
-He proposed to give what he consider-
ed it could be built for. The Minister
of Justice had stated that the line
between Pembina and Fort Garry
could be built for $13,000 per mile. It
was well known that 800 miles of the
road on the main line between Fort
William and the Pacific coast were quite
as easy. However, placing it at $16,000
per mile, it would give $12,800,000
for that portion. Then the 800 miles
of rolling country could be built at
$30,000 per mile, giving $24,000,000
for that portion. The 400 miles of
mountain ceountry be estimated at
$45,000 per mile.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Is that in
British Columbia?

Mr. DEWDNEY said the greater part
of it was. This would cost $18,000,000;
the total cost of the 2,000 miles from
the Pacifie to Fort William being $54.-
800,000 to be faced by the Dominion
Government between now and 1890-
(Lord Carnarvon's agreement) or about
$4,000,000 per annum. Mr. Fleming
had estimated the cost of the line
from British Columbia to Lake
Nipissing at $100,000,000. The
section from Fort William to Lake
.Nipissing, 550 miles, described in Mr.
Flerring's report as having only 30
miles of heavy work, he contended
might be built for $30,000 per mile or
$16,500,000-add to this the estimated
cost of the lino fromn Bute Inlet to
Esquimalt (which is now abandoned)
$27,500,000 and the $54,800,000
estimate from the Pacifie to Fort
William, would give you a total of
$98,800,000. His impression was the
road could be built for that money and
he would give his reasons for saying
so. It was well known the Union and
Central Pacifie Railways were built for
the money raised on the first bonds
received from the United States Gov-
ernment. They got $16,000 per mile
-br the portion west of the Sierra

Mr. DEwDNEY.

Nevadas, $48,000 per mile for the
mountain district. and $32,000 per
mile for the section east of the Sierra
Nevadas. The men who built.that line
were now all millionaires. When they
commenced the undertaking they had
great difliculty to raise $20,000 to lobby
their charter through Congress. Tho
work was now a commercial success.
Three years ago it paid six per cent.
on the amount it cost, and the traffie
was increasing wonderfully. On the
Union Pacifie it had inereased last
year $1,275,000, and on the Central
Pacifie in ten months $2,259,000 making
a total for the two of $3,534,000. The
same parties who had built the Ameri-
can road had made an offer to build
a lino on the 32nd parallel for 12,800
acres of land. The experience they
have gained on the northern route no
doubt induced them to make that offer.
He would now ask the attention of the
Minister of Public works to the routes
in -British Columbia. Two years ago,
at his (Mr. Dewdney's) request, the
Premier hîad consented to have a
survey of the Frazer River route niade.
During the summer instructions were
forwarded to the ongincer to carry on
that survey, but, untortunately it was
delayed, and ail that was donc that
vear was to locate sixteen miles. The
same vear a party iade a trial line
fromi Yale to Burrard Inlet, but it was
not in connection with the Frazer
River line. The distance froni Tète
Jaune Cache to Burrard Inlet was 466
miles, and of this the Government
could have infornation respeeting only
the sixteen miles loeated by Mr. Cam-
bie in 1873 or '74. Thee were the
sixteen miles which the Premier
had spoken o4 as a fair average of work
on the Frazer route. So far from that
being the case, it was'the most difficult
on the Cascade range section. If the
line had been run twenty miles further,
it would have taken them out of the
most difficult portion of the canon, and
up the country was much more favor-
able. He therefore. urged the Premier
to continue the survey of that route.
The only way to reach the northern
seaboard of British Columbia was by
building round the big bend of' the
Frazer, but the banks of the river are
flooded at high water and a lino would
hve to be forced back to the moun-
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tains and very heavy land slides would
have to be contended with. There was
nothing equal to it in the lower coun-
try.

Then as to distance, it was 466 miles
from Tête Jaune Cache to Burrard
Inlet, while the distance between Tète
Jaune Cache and Bute Inlet was 546
miles. The grades on the Frazer
River averaged but eight feet per mile,
while on the Hlomiethea River they
were 104 feet to the mile. The line
from Tête Jaune Cache to Kamloops
-216 miles--was of a very easy de-
scription, while on the route from Tête
Jaune Cache to Fort George it would
be found much heavier than the Gov-
ernment had anticipated. The distance
for which there would be heavy work
on the Frazer River route would be
about 80 miles; on the Bute Inlet route
about the same, probably a littie less,
but the advantage in favour Of the for-
mer was that it terninated at a har-
bour unequalled in British Columbia,
whereas there was bad anchorage at
the harbour of Bute lInlet, the proposed
terminus. Navigation fron the South-
ern part of Vancouver Island to Bur-
rard Inlet, was excellent. Of this he
would give an illustration. A ship
called The Iation's Hope sailed from
Australia to this inlet by the chart,
entering without a pilot on board. It
carried an order for luiber at Moody's
Mills, and when the captain asked
where lie should anehor, the answer was

anywhere." This harbour was two
or three miles in width, and ton or fif-
teen miles in length. It was approach-
able at any time, and far superior to
Bute Inlet. Last year Admiral Coch-
rane made a trip to Bute Inlet in a
small gunboat, admirably suited for
this purpose, in com pany of Lieutenant
Governor Trutch, and on his way the
former remarked that if Bute Inlet
became the terminus of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway it. would b irnpossible
for the eastern trade to pass by it, as
accommodation for steamers 300 or
400 feet in length should exist, and it
was difficilt for that small boat to
make the passage. The day was foggy,
and they were compelled to pass from
one side of the Island to the other. He
had mentioned this matter to the Min-
ister of Marine as soon as he had ar-
rived at British Columbia, and he had

advised the hon. gentleman to corn-
municatewith the Admiral regarding
Iis matter. Another point in favour
of this route was that the land in this
vicinity was equal to the nmost magnifi-
cent in the world. The delta of the
Frazer River -was situated within a
few miles of the Inlet. le had made
estimates for a California Company,
which had proposed to purchase and
reelaim a certain number of acres.
These were tide lands and eomprised
1,500,000 acres. The Premier had ad-
mitted' that for 70 miles near Bute
Inlet the land was not sufficient for
their purposes, but the hon. gentleman
had not stated that after the 70 miles
thev reached a plateau where the water
froze in July, and where it was im-
possible to raise anything to assist in
supporting settlements. Another mat-
ter in faxvour' of the route Le advocated
vas to be considered-the distance was

shorter by 82 miles than the Bute
Inlet route, and 34 miles shorter than
the Dean Channel route, and the ex-
pense would be considerably lessened
if it was chosen.

le would read what the Minister of
Public Works said last year with refe-
rence to these Northern routes:-

" Several passes through the Cascade Chain,
from Dean and Gardern's Inlet, have also
been explored; but no route entirely favour-
able far the railway has yct been reported.
But even if it had been found favourable, any
route so far north as this is open to the serious
objection that it would reach the Pacifie froni
fifty to sixty miles north of the northern ex,
trematy of Vancouver Island ; it would bc en-*
tirely beyond the present populated portion of
the country which is further to the south ; and
it would be so situated that we could scarcely
hope to compete for certain branches of the
transscontinental trade which a more southerly
line would secure.

Besides the shortness of route, he
must draw the Minister's attention to
the cost of operating these long lines
for all time. He trusted that the hon.
gentleman would consider what ho said,
and order further surveys to be made.
When he brought up this question two
years ago, he had made a statement
which he would repeat:-" A railway

terminating at Burrard Inlet could,
"without difficulty, connect with the
"lines running through Washington

and Oregon territories, but this would
"be impossible if the terminus was
"fixed north of that Inlet."
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He would now refer to the British Col-
umbia question generally. He deeply
regretted the step taken by the hon.
gentleman from Victoria last week,
and he thought that this hon. gentle-
man's resolution deserved its fate.
Several hon. members during the
debate had complained that the British
Columbian members spoke very
frequently on the floor of the House.
Many remarks had been made in this
relation which were uncalled for and
not calculated to bring about such a
feeling as should exist between their
Province and the rest of the Dominion.
He did not think that they took up a
great deal of the time, and as regarded
the hon. member for Vancouvor, he
did fnot see why that hon. gentleman
should nlot speak when he felt inclined.
Again, they had only one Bunster,
while the hon. gentlemen opposite had
many Bunsters. British Columbiahad
also been greatly misrepresented in
the Press of the Dominion. A short
time since, a letter full of the vilest
misrepresentations and falsehoods in
this regard appeared in the Globe. A
gentleman well acquainted with tho
Province refuted these false statements,
but the Globe nevertheless, in reply,
went out of its way to abuse still
further this Province. A great deal
could be said on both sides touching
the British Columbia question. One
thing was certain-the Province had a
certain aniount of right on its side. A
contract had been made and broken,
though British Columbia had faithfully
carried out lier part of the agreement.
He had examined the matter carefully,
and ho could not perceive where either
the present or- late Government had
intentionally wronged the Province.
The magnitude of' the engineering
difficulties encountered--which were
greater than were anticipated---was the
real cause of the troubles that had
taken place. It was well known when
the contract scheme of the late
Administration failed, that it would
be impossible to carry out the ternis of
the union. About that time the Reform
party came into power, a party who
from the first, although as far as he
recollected never opposed the admission
of British Columbia in the Union, or
the construction of the Pacifie Railway,
took very strong grounds in opposing

Mr. DEWDNEY.

the time limit for the completion of
that Railway. They fought that through
every stage and at every opportunity,
and it had been stated by a mem-
ber of the present Government and
not contradicted by any member of
the late Government that the 10 years
limit clause could not have been
assented to by the House without a
promise that a resolution should
simultaneously be passed stating :

" The aid to be given to secure the under-
taking should consist of such liberal grants
of land and money not unduly pressing on
the resources of the Dominion as the Parlia-
ment of Canada shall hereafter determine.

He also found in the last minute of
Couneil of March 13th, of the Domi-
nion Government, in answer to one of
January 4th fron British Columbia:-

" The Committee would observe that the
resolution in question was passed within a
few days of the time at which the terms of
Union were assented to by the House of Com-
mons; that it was well known that in order to
secure the consent of a majority of the louse ta
these ruinous terms, the GJovernment of that day
were obliged to promise la their supporters tlie
introduction of such a teeolution; and that the
then delegate, now the Lieutenant-Governor of
Brititih Columbia, was present and aware of; and
doubtless an assentingparty to the arrangement."

He had heard both members from
Victoria say that they had the author-
ity of Lieutenant-Governor Trutch for
the statement that ho (Mr. Truteli)
had never been iii a position to give
his consent to this resolution.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I under-
stood the hon. member for Cumberland
to say, the other evening, that Lieut.
Trutch was a consenting party to that
resolution. I may, however, have
misunderstood the hon. gentleman.

lon. Dr. TUPPER-And more than
that; I quoted from the speech of
the hon, gentleman himself, giving
evidence that Mr. Trutch was a con-
senting party, and that he cordially
assented to it in public after the reso-
lution had passed.

Mr. DEWDNEY replied that Mr.
Trutch had assured him more than
once that in the speech to whicl
reference was made, he (Mr. Trutch)
expressed the feeling concerning this
resolution which ho still entertained.
The hon. member for North York
had not the full text of the speech
in his hand when ho referred to it
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the other night. The House must
remember that that was the only
opportunity Mr Trutch had to give
public expression to his opinion with
regard to the terms. At a dinner
given to him in Ottawa on the 16th of
April, in referring generally to this
question, Mr. Trutch said:-

"Now, Sir, I speak witl special care, as I
desire that full weight should be given to
every word I utter on this point."

This statement was meant to go to
British Columbia as his interpretation
of the resolution. He continued : -

"That is to say, as to the unlerstanding
which I had when this clause was franed, and
still have, of the intention of this engagement
by the Dominion to construct the Canadian
Pacific Railway within ten years. When we
came to you in June last, we proposed that
you should at once build a coach-road from
Fort Garry to the Pacific, and within three
years begin a railway, and we sought to bind
you to spend $1,000,000 annually on the
section of this railroad in British Columbia,
and complete its construction with the utmost
possible despatch. We fully understood then
that when once the road was commenced, it
must be urged to its completion as a matter of
course, as a business necessity, and that instead
of $1.000,000 being spent, probably $5,000,000
would be yearly expended in British Columbia.,
We knew, in fact, that if the road were to be
completed at all it wouldhave to be proceeded
with at a far faster rate than$1,000,000 a year
would insure. But there were those in British
Columbia who thought that Canada would not
undertake the work at all, and it was to satisfy
their doubts-to secure their adhesion to the
scheme that the guarantec of the expenditure
of the $1,000,000 annually was asked. The
Government in the conference with our dele-
gation, at onee expressed their readiness to
commence at once the railroad to the Pacific
and to complete it as soon as it was practicable
to do so, but the coach-road was objected to as
an unnecessary expense, in view of the
immediate construction of the railroaß. We
from British Columbia were pressed to accept
the amendment of the scheme, and we
accordingly proceeded to calculate the time it
would probably take to build the railroad, and
we agreed upon an etimated period of ten
years. If it had been put at twelve or fifteen
years, British Columbia would have been just
as well satisfied, and if the eslimated period
had been reduced to eight years she would
scarcely have been better pleased. But some
definite period for the completion of this work
the British Columbians required, as a necessary
safeguard to our colony in entering into the
proposed union. To argue that any other
interpretation will be placed upon this
railway engagement by British Columbia than
that which I have given to you as my con-
struction of it ; to argue that she expects it to
be carried out in the exact interpretation of

the words thermselves, regardless of all conse-
quences, is a fallacy which cannot bear the
test of common sense. [Hear, hear.]
The case stands thus :-British Colum-
bia is about to enter a partnership with
Canada, and one of the terms of the articles of
partnership is that we are, under the partner-
ship, to construct a railway under certain
conditions. Is British Columbia going to
hold her partner to that which will bring
ruin and bankruptcy upon the firm ? Surely
you would think us fools indeed if we adopted
such a course. I would protest, and the
whole of British Columbia would protest if
the Government proposed to borrow $100,-
000,000 or $150,000,000 to construct this road
(hear, hear), running the country into debt
and taxing the people of British Columbia, as
well as the rest of the Dominion, to pay the
burden of such a debt. Why, sir, I heard it
said the other evening that Brtish Colunibia
had made a most Jewish bargain with you in
these terms, but even Shylock himself would
not exact his pound of flesh if a portion of it
had to be cut from his own body. (Loud cheers
and laughter.) I am sure you will find that
British Columbia is a pretty intelligent com-
munity, which will be apt to take a business
view of this matter ; she will expect that this
railway shall be commenced in two years, for
this is clearly practicable, and she will also
expect that the financial ability of the Domin-
ion will be exerted to its utmost, within the
limits of reason, to complete it in the time
named in the agreement ; but you may rest
assured that she will not regard this railway
engagement as a cast-iron contract,' as it bas
been called, or desire that it should be carried
out in any other way than as will secure the
prosperity of the vhole Dominion of which
she is to be a part. (Cheers,) I have under-
stood this railway engagement in this way
from the first, and I still so understand it.
I believed when we negotiated this clause in
the terms of union last year, and I now be-
lieve, that it is not only practicable for this
road to be built by a liberal land grant and
moderate money subsidy, but that it will be
so built and completed within the estimated
period of ten years. But if a mistake has
been made in this estimiate, do not think that
British Columbia is going to put a strained
interpretation upon it to her own material
injury; that she is likely, as the saying is, to
bite lier own nose off to spite her face,'

That was what he (Mr. Dewd-
ney) considered a fair interpretation
of that resolution, and as it ought to be
considered by British Colunbia.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ-Did I un-
derstand the hon. gentleman to state a
little while ago that he was authorized
by Mr. Trutch to deny that this was
his opinion?

Mr. DEWIDNEY-Oh, no; on the
contrary, I stated that in conversation
with the Governor he said:-" These
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are My opinions still in regard to the
time limit-that the work should be
carried on so as not to be detrimental

"to the whole Dominion."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - Then
another hon. member for British Col-
umbia-I am not sure whieh-said he
was so authorized.

Mr. DEWJDNEY-I think the hon.
member for Victoria stated that he was
authorized to say that the Governor
was nover in a position to agree to this
resolution. le (Mr. Dewdnoy) had
been attacked in British Columbia for
attaching too much importance to the
reso1ution, being told that as it was
not in the terms it could not affect the
Province. le thought the resolution
was a very proper one, and he had,
moreover, taken every opportunity to
explain to his constituents that it w-as
in existence. lie was rather surprised
to hear the inember for Victoria state
that he was not aware of its existence
1ntil he became a menmber of this
lIouse, and that quite a number in the
city of Victoria were in exactly the
saine position. When the Minute of
September ilie 20th reached that city,1
his little pamphlet was distributed, and
many persois told him that it was the
first time they had heard of the resolu-
tion. Al that a great portion of the
people of the Province knew was that
an agreement had been made to coin-
mence a railway in two years, and to
finish it in ton. They did not look be-
vond that; they did not consider the
political difficulties or the difficulties
brought about by the failure of the Allan
scheme, nor take into consideration, as
they should have donc, the financial
aspects of the case. One section of the
countrv endeavoured to force the Gov-
ernment by every means in their
power to commence the railroad on
Vancouver Island, believing it to be
part and parcel of the Pacifie Railway;
another party knowing that a severe
blow would have been dealt to them had
that policy been adopted, opposed it.

Had it not been for this section al feel-
ing, he believed the people of British
Columbia would have held, as the major-
ity do to-day, that until the engineers
were in a position to recommend a line
it would be impossible to commence the
work of construction.

eMr. DEWDNEY.

The first protest that came fron
British Columbia was as soon as the two
years werc up, and the Local Govern-
ment did (what ho believed was their
duty) put on record a protest against
the non-fulfilment of that part of the
agreement, but when they went further
and endeavoured to force the Domin-
ion Government to commence work
before the surveys were completed,they
acted, to say the least, with very poor
judgment, and not in the interest of
the Dominion or of the Province. The
louse would remember the continual
protests that were made, and eventu-
ally, to satisfy the people of the Pro-
vince, a gentleman was sent from Otta-
wa, whose advent he looked upon as an
earnest that the Federal Government
wanted to come to an understanding,
and to stop the continuai insinuations
that they were ende-vouring to break
faith with a weak Province, when
everybody acquainted with the facts
knew that the fulfilment of the terms
was really impossible. It had been
stated that Mr. Edgar went to British
Coluibia without credentials. le dis-
tinetly denied that. When their Pre-
mier went to London to negotiate with
Lord Carnarvon, they never heard of
Mr. Edgar's want of credentials. The
day that gentleman arrived in the Pro-
vince, he was waited upon by the Pre-
mier, to whom lie showed a letter fron
the Hon. First Minister, and stated
ho had letters from lis Excellency
the Governor-General to the Lieuten-
ant-Governor. He also produced a lot-
ter from the Hon. First Minister to
the Lieutenant-Govornor. Mr. Walkem
felt at that time that in cas2 an offer
was made (in case there was any
alteration of the teris) they would
have to go to the country. With that
knowledge, he told Mr. Edgar that
there were reasons why he should not
deliver the letter to the Lieutenant-
Governor. And while that interview
lasted, lie explained to Mr. Edgar that
there were reasons for not delivering
Mr. Mackenzie's letter to Mr. Trutch.
He stated thit an unfriendly feeling
existed on the part of the Governor to
Mr. Mackenzie, and contended that ho
was the proper party to be consulted
in the matter. About that time Mr.
Walkem, in his public utterances, had
claimed to be friendly with the Domin-
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ión Government, and no doubt Mr.
Edgar thought it was immaterial
whether the letter was delivered ; that
he had other documents which explain-
ed bis mission, and consequently he
did not deliver it.

For two months Mr. Walkem nego-
tiated with Mr. Edgar, and the latter's
authority was never questioned, but
wben a definite proposition was made,
he turned round and said:--" Where
are your credentials? " This difficulty
was the cause of considerable corres-
pondence, and it ended very properly,
he thought, in Mr. Edgar being recalled.
It might be said that it was not bis
place to show up the delinquencies of
bis Province, but when he saw the
people of British Columbia attacked
and called unreasonable, it was time
that the blame should be put on the
shoulders of the parties deserving it.
iNext came the appeal to England,
which Le believed was made contrary
to the wishes of the majority of the
people of British Columbia. At that
time there had been formed atVictoria
what is known as the " Terns of
Union League." By paying $2.50 one
could become a member and be enabled
to vote. When this question of appeal
to England was brought up, Mr.
Walkem was looking to the League for
support. A meeting of the League was
called, and after considerable discus-
,sion, the matter was deferred until the
members for British Columbia return-
ed. He thought the majority of these
members urged the Governmrent not to
send the petition to England, and ho
himself expressed the opinion that
they would be acting contrary to
their own interests, and that they
would never see a line on Vancouver
Island if thoy did petition the Queen.
He thought it looked now as ifhis prog-
nostication was about to be fulfilled.
At the time this question was brought
up before the League, the meeting was
packed by the union supporters of Mr.
Walkem and a vote was carried favour-
ing the appeal. That was the only,
support that British Columbia gave to
that transaction that ho was aware of.
With regard to the adverse vote given
in the Sonate to the Bil, by means of
which it was intended to give effect to
the promise made to Lord Carnarvon,
both parties in the House shirked the

responsibility of the defeat of the Bill.
The Government laid the responsibiity
on the Conservative majority, and the
Conservatives said that if it bad not
been for two or three Government sup-
porters the Bill would have been
carried. He, however, was not desirous
of shirking any responsibility in the
matter. He objected to the road be-
cause he considered it a part and parcel
of the Bute Inlet road. That road
would not have been in favour of bis
constituents, and would never have
paid expenses. After the defeat of the
Bill, nothing further was made public
in British Columbia until the publica-
tion of the Minute of Council of Sop-
tomber the 20th. That Minute was at
any rate capable of two interpretations,
and he objected to the action of the
Local Government in reference to it,
because it placed on it an interpreta-
tion he did not think it capable of bear-
ing, namely that the Government in-
tended repudiation. They stated " that
" an indemnity, however, to theamount
"of $750,000, the cost of about twenty
"miles of railway, bas been offered to
"British Columbia for any future delays
"which may occur in the construction

of the railway, and that this suni will,
"subject to the assent of Parliament, be
"paid as a cash bonus to the Province,
"if the agreements foryearly railway
"expenditures and for completion of the
"railway to Lake Superior by 1890 be
"surrendered by the Province." That
be regarded as a forced interpretation
of the Minute. They also said " that

by reason of the repeated violations
"bv Canada of its railway engage-
" monts with this Province, all classes
"of our population have suffered loss;

provident anticipations, based upon
" these engagements, have resulted in
"unexpected and undeserved failure,
"and in disappointment of a grave and
"damaging character ; distrust had

been created where trust and con-
"tidence should have been inspired;
"trade and commerce had been mis-
"chievously unsettled and disturb-
"ed." Now, he contended that was
not the case. The bon. member for
Victoria had spoken of the Province
being exceptionally prosperous this
year; that their revenues had increas-
ed, and that they were the most pros-
perous Province in Canada, and the
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Local Government were wrong when
they made that statement. They also
said "that with respect to the pro-
" mised active prosecution of the sur-
" veys, your petitioners have no au-
" thoritative information upon which
" a correct opinion can be based."
Now, there was not a gentleman in
that Ministry who did not know
the exact number of men there were
naking surveys that year. There

were eight sûrveying parties out,
ceonsisting probably of 240 men;
therefore he thought that statement
was altogether unreasonable. The
Minute in Council and the memorial
were both drawn up by the Walkem
Government. The agitation which had
been created by Mr. Walkem and his
friends forced his successor in office
net only to forward the memorial but
to use every exertion to obtain the
construction of the Vancouver Rail-
way, and ho (Mr. Dewdney) had no
doubt that ho would use his best en-
deavors to do so. le thought several
mistakes had been committed with re-
gard to their Province. The first mis-
take was with regard to the terminus
selected by Order in Council by the late
Government, and the second was that
IMr. Edgar was sent to British Colum-
bia and authorized to make propositions
for the construction of that piece of
road. Bv his doing so the Government
admitted that British Columbia was
entitled to some compensation. He
did not think she had any right to ex-
pect any compensation; all they would
ask was that the work should be pro-
eeeded with as rapidly as possible consis-
tently with the interests of the Domin-
ion. As the right of British Columbia's
receiving compensation had been admit-
ted, h)e trusted that as soon as a com-
munication had been received from
Lord Carnarvon, who could not but sec
the memorial to Her Majesty was
framed on a false basis, an amicable
arrangement might be arrived at; and
ho hoped the Local Government of his
Province would be relieved from the
financial difficulties left them as a leg-
acy by their late improvident predeces-
sors. He still entertained the same feel-
ing of attachment to his first political
love-the late Administration--and ho
believed ho would continue to do so;
but with regard to this railway matter,

Mr. DEwDNEY.

as long as ho found the Government
were endeavouring to use every exer-
tion to carry out their engagements, he
would only be too happy to give them
his assistance in this House, and also in
the Province friom which he came. He
was in hopes that the surveys were so
far advanced that a portion of the road
might have been proceeded with. He
thought there was a portion of the
contract which might be proceeded
with, and ho thought if this were done
it would go a great way towards quiet-
ing the agitation that had been threat-
ened in British Columbia.

Mr. MASSON regretted that this
question should have come up at so
late a period in the Session, when every
member in the House was desirous of
leaving. He deprecated the attack
made by the Premier, not only on the
preceding Government, but on those
who voted with that Government.
He was one of that solid phalanx
which had voted for the late Gov-
ernment's policy in reference to the
annexation of British Columbia, and ho
desired to givo to the House some of
the reasons why they voted for that
policy. When the terms of union were
first submitted in this House, the Do-
minion had just acquired an enormous
territory in the North-West, and it was
well understood that it could only be
peopled by building a railway to con-
nect with it. Consequently, when the
British Columbia resolutions were sub-
mitted, the - Dominion was morally
pledged to build a railway to the
North-West. We had acquired half a
continent, and we proposed to settle it
as our neighbours peopled their vast
country-by running railroads in ad-
vance of population. The day for car-
ryng emigrants by a train of carts
had passed, and a railroad was now
requisite to settle a country. That was
why the majority from Quebec ap-
proved of the construction of the rail-
way. The scheme of the old Govern-
ment was a wise one. There are two
ways to build railroads:-In a small
but wealthy and populous country, by
money; in a vast but comparatively
poor and thinly-settled country like
ours, by giving lands. The late Gov-
erament proposed to build our Pacifie
Railway principally with the lands in
the North-West; and if the Hon. Pre-
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mier considered they were not worth
enough to build the road, why did he
join hands with the right hon. member
for Kingston for the annexation of the
North- West Territories. An effort had
been made to discredit the idea of the
late Government of putting a price of
$2.50 an acre on the land in the vicinity
of the railway, in order to give value
to the land grant given to the com-
pany in aid of construction. le did
not see that the intending emigrant
could complain of such a condition;
and if the hon. Premier vould ask the
tax-payers of the old provinces if they
would object paying $2.50 an acre for
land, provided they had a railvay,
he would soon convince himself that the
former plan was a just one, both to the
settlers and the inhabitants of the older
Provinces. Everybody knew that no
difficulty was found in getting coni-
panies to undertake the work ; in fact,
the only difficulty arose from the
rivalry of two parties of capitalists
who wished to get possession of the
contract. Sir George Cartier had re-
marked to the people of Quebec that
it would not do to merely build up a
nation in the great North-West, but
we must create it for Canada. If we
must spend our wealth on it, it was not
to contribute to the trade and great-
ness of the United States. The Con-
servative Party thought it would be
suicidal to build the railway if they
did not run it on the north shore of
Lake Superior. To create a nation in
the North-West and have it dependent
on the United States would be to lead
to the belief that its interests were
identical with theirs and not with ours.
The ultimate result of such a sentiment
would be separation from the Dornin-
ion. There was another reason why
it was desirable the route should pass
north of Lake Superior. We have
two Wests on this continent-the
Great American West, and our Great
American North-West. The trade of the
latter naturally belongs to Canada,
and its natural channel is through
Canadian territory; the more trade
was allowed to go by way of Duluth,
the more it would be diverted from
Canada. The people of the United
States were moving to secure that
trade, and the only way we could
counteract it vas by making the dis-

tance shorter to reach our vast terri-
tories in the North-West. Everything
done to influence trade to pass to the
south of Lake Superior was so much
done to the detriment of the Domin-
ion. One of the great difficulties in
building the route north of Lake&
Superior was suggested on second
thought by the Premier himself. He
(Mr. Masson) said " second thought "
because the hon. gentleman, before
this question bore a political aspect,
had re-echoed the words of the Globe-
that a route from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, a grand Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, was easier and cheaper of con-
struction and far shorter completely
on British territory than any other
trans-continental route; but when the
late Government came to give effect
to this very idea, the present Premier
immediately contended that a road by
the north of Lake Superior was an
insane enterprise. But on that, as on
many other questions, the hon. gentle-
man had spoken too dogmatically.
Explorations having been made, Mr.
Fleming reported:

l It is now established beyond a doubt that
a favourable and comparatively easy route,
considering the line as a whole, has been
found from the Ottawa to Winnipeg, on the
north side of Lake Superior. This result is
most satisfactory, as unfavourable impressions
had been created regarding portions of that
line, many considering it impracticable for
railway construction ; that it will be possible
to locate a line direct from the north side ot
Lake Superior to the prairie region without
immense and expensive works."

Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE - lear!
hear !

Mr. MASSON said the hon. gentie-
would hardly undertake to say that
it was as bad as British Columbia. Ie
would read the concluding part of this
report, relating to British Columbia,
and he would show that either Mr.
Fleming spoke of what ho knew nothing
about, or that the Premier was wrong
in the position he took :-

IThe practicability of establishing railway
communication across the continent, wholly
within the limits of the Dominion, is no
longer a matter of doubt. It may indeed now
be accepted as certain that a route has been
found generally possessing favourable engineer-
ing features, with the exception of a short sec-
tion approaching the Pacific coast, which
route, taken in its entire length"-he drew
particular attention to this remark--"including
the exceptional section alluded to, will, on the
average, show lighter work and require less
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cost in construction than has been necessary
on many railways now in operation in the
Dominion."

If this settled the point at issue for
British Columbia, it must also settle
that of the route by north of Lake
Superior. Another reason had been
given in favour of the present policy-
that the road would cost more if it was
built north of Lake Superior ; but
suppose that it, in consequence, cost
$2O,000,000,it would be cheaper for us-
as it would secure the passage of the
trade of the West through our own
country-than if it cost $10,000,000
and the trade was thereby thrown into
the hands of foreigners. If we wished
to build up the North-West Territory,
the Pacific Railway must be construct-
ed. Prudence should be observed, of
course, and it should pass the north of
Lake Superior. The late Government
fell ; the plan was changed, and the
time for recrimination arrived. The
Premier then found his past poliy in
his way, and accordingly, to-day,
matters were at a stand-stil], and the
only thing to be donc was to cast
recriminations on the policy of the late
Administration. The only fiaw dis-
covered in it was the time limit. Every
member from Quebec and Ontario
knew what ridicule Lad been made of
the idea of the late lamented Sir George
Cartier with reference to this limitation.
In everv transaction, however, a time
limi' must be entered. This was
done in all ordinary transactions of
life, and in dealing with all public
questions of the kind. It had merely
been made to show that -e were
thoroughly in earnest, and it had been
so understood by the people of British
Columbia. le Lad been present at
the dinner when Lieut.-Governor
Truteh, in eloquent terms, communi-
cated to them the wishes of the
people ofthat Province. That gentle-
man had said that if they enforced a
Shylock bond with Canada, they were
well aware they must themselves
furnish the pound of flesh. Another
proof could be supplied of this under-
standing. When the contract was
passed with Sir Hugh Allan, as
the Premier well knew, provision for
an extension of time, to be fixed, if it
were necessary, by Parliament, was
made. The Liberal press had charged

Mr. MAssON.

the Conservative leaders with the com-
mittal of an insane act in limiting the
time as mentioned. We had before us
the example of the United States, and
he did not sec why, when Quebec
was charged with being in so back-
ward a state by Liberals, the latter
were not willing to follow this example.
The Americans, notwithstanding the
fact that they Lad just passed through
a serious war, had built. their Pacifie
Railway in less than five years in
reality, because almost nothing had
been donc on the line botween the
years 1S62 and 1865 ; and had we the
money, the Premier would admit that
the road could as easily be built, if the
surveys were completed, in ten as in
fifteen or twenty years. le wished
this question to be set at rest once for
all. When the Government were la-
bouring to obtain a realization of terms
from British Columbia their best argu-
ment appeared to be that the right
hon. member from Kingston had taken
a sound position in this relation, as
the ten years' limit was not binding on
the Dominion, being directory, not
mandatory, and yet to-day, the fol-
lowers of the Premier reproached the
Conservative leaders with binding the
country hand and foot with regard to
the construction of the railway within
that period. Nevertheless, the friends
of the Government had approved of a
treaty with the United States, which
contained a similar provision, requir-
ing the completion of the Caughnawaga
Canal within five years, and this was
not on conditions agreed upon with a
part of the Dominion, but with a for-
eign country. Its fulfilment was also
considered by many an impossibility.
A great deal has been said about the
clause providing that the taxation
should not be increased, prudently in-
troduced by the late Sir George E.
Cartier. The Conservatives had not
intended to exaggerate this stipulation.
At the time our finances were in a pros-
perous state, and it was believed the
road could be built without increasing
the taxes, but it was never stated-
never meant, and never dreamt of that
it should not be constructed if taxation
was increased; it was simply intended
that this increase should not be due to
the carrying out of this great enter-
prise. The intentions of the Conserv-
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atives in this relation were fair and
honest. The Conservatives were not
responsible for the present state of
thirgs ; they had acted prudently and
wisely ; events had disappointed their
expectations, but this was not their
fault. The difficulty experienced had
not been produced by the Old Pro-
vinces, but by British Columbia, be-
cause its people did not believe that
the Government were sincerely desir-
ous of building the line at all-with
good reason. When the Premier de-
clared that he was determined to con-
struct the railway, he would be the last
man to question the gentleman's word,
but events were against the hon. gen-
man. The Premier's first remark
when the enterprise was mooted, had
tended to disparage that Province in
the face of its envov, seated on the
floor of the House. The hon. gentle-
man declared that the country was not
worth buying, and that it was
too rocky and mountainous for advan-
tageous se4tlement, quoting the Hon.
Alexander Mackenzie. Sir Alexander
was a great man, of whom Ca-
nada and England might well be proud,
but he had gone up the Peace
River and had seen only a very small
part of the section of' the continent in
question. The hon. gentleman refused
to accept what more modern visitors
had stated, but there was no room for
doubt as to the value and importance
of the Province. The whole Liberal
press, at least in Quebec, at every elec-
tion, both Local and Federal, denounced
the payment made in favour of British
Columbia in disparaging language, in-
cluding Manitoba also in their adverse
criticism, and could the people of that
Province, under these circumstances,
have any confideneo in the good will
of the Administration in theil regard,
especially when an hon. gentleman oc-
cupying so high a position as the Min-
ister of Justice used such imprudent
language-to say the least of it-con-
cerning 3British Columbia, which would
one day be an unquestionable source of
wealth to the Dominion ? le denied
the correctness of the lion. gentleman's
criticism; it might be all very true,
but it was not a tit statement to be ut-
tered by a gentleman in his position,
and he quite understood that the people
of the Province should have their con-

fidence shaken in the present Adminis-
tration. The mission of Mr. Edgar was
sufficient to take away the last particle
of their confidence. An envoy was not
usually sent to a people having consti-
tutional government, but to the head
of affairs. It was not usual, as the
Hon. Premier had donc, to tell an en-
voy to feel the pulse of' the people to
sec what they wanted on the subject,
and after Mr. Edgar had made his pro-
position, Le thought the action of the
Hon. First Minister in withdrawing
hin was-he would not sav coarse or
rude, but impolitie under the circum-
stances.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
inember for Yale differs from you.

Mr. MASSON-That may be, but I
am giving my opii>n, and Ithink the
country will approve of it. The coun-
try does approve of what we are doing
this moment. Mr. Edgar, continued
the speaker, should have been furnish-
ed with credentialS, which he could
produce wheni nec'essary, and the Gov-
ernment in British Columbia informed
that his ofler when mnade would be
binding on the Dominion.

Hon. Mir. MACKENZIE-We did.
Mr. MASSON-I deny it.
lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Well, the

hon. gentleman may deny it, but it is
the fact.

Mr. MASSON said British Columbia
had another reason to distrust the Gov-
ernment, owing to the act of' the en-
voy. The hon. mnember for Yale said
they had never dreamed oi the Nanai-
mo and Esquimialt line beinîg part of
the Pacifie lailway. Any person who
read the letter of Mr. Edgar to Mr.
Walkem, which expressed the real
wishes of the Government, would have
no difficulty in coming to the conclus-
ion that it was intended that that line
should be a portion of' the Pacifie. In
that letter the following passage occur.
red:-" Feeling the impossibility of

complying witi the time litmited for
completion, the Government is pre-

"pared to make new stipulations a'nd
to enter into additional obligations of
a definite character, for, the benefit

"of the Province. They propose to
"commence construction from Esqui-

malt to Nanaimo immediately, and
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" to push that portion of railway on to
complotion with the utmost vigor and
in the shortest practicable time."

What was that a portion of, if not a
portion of the Pacifie Railway ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It means
a portion of the Esquimalt and Nan-
aimo.

Mr. MASSON-Oh, thon the railway
from Nanaimo to -Esquimalt is a por-
tion of the railway from Nanaimo to
Esquimalt? The people of British
Columbia understood this question as
he did, but there were other things
which confirmed the impression that
the Government were not anxious to
keep faith with the Province; there
was no greater enemy of the railway
than the hon. member for Montreal
West, but the hon. First Minister had
holped that gentleman in his candida-
ture, knowing him to hold the views ho
did on the question. There was still
stronger proof; as soon as the Hon.
Premier passed his Bill in 1874, it was
said in the Province of Quebec that the
plan was such an ingenuously contrived
one that it would ruin the Pacifie Rail-
way entirely. The organ of the party
in Quebec, whose editor would pro-
bably before long have a seat in the
Government, in another chamber said:
-" The resolutions relating to the
"Pacifie Railway will be discussed on
"Tuesday. The resolutions have been
"prepared with the greatest care, and
"the arrangements to protect the pub-
"lie interest have been so well taken
"that I think the enterprise will be
"smothered in the narrow meshes
"tightened together by the hand of Mr.
"Mackenzie; the misfortune would not

be very great." This was the posi-
tion taken by the Liberals of Quebec,
and did the hon. gentleman mean to
say that the public opinion of that
Province did not pass over the Rocky
Mountains into British Columbia? lie
knew the opinions of Conservatives
penetrated that far. Such utterances,
together with the general attitude of
the Ministry, justified him in saying
theâpeople of British Columbia had
no faith that the road would be
constructed. If they had seriously
thought there was an intention on the
part of the present Administra-
tion to build the road, tàe difficulty of

Mr. MAssoN.

to-day would not exist. The people of
that Province are as reasonable as any
others, and they would have agreed
that the work should be undertaken
and prosecuted with the prudence the
affairs of the Dominion demands at this
moment. We had to construct the
railway. now as a Government work
and had to proceed with caution; but
if British Columbia had confidence in
the Administration they would not
press that anything should be done
until the completion of the surveys.
He thought the policy of the Hon.
Premier on that point was wise, and
would be so recognized by the people
of the Province. The majority of the
people of the Dominion were doter-
mined that the road should be con-
structed, if not in ton or fifteen years,
in twenty years, but not to burden tie
country thereby. British Columbia
would understand that their interests
and ours are welded together, and
would not press for too much; the
pound of flesh would be taken from
their breast as well as our own. A few
days ago, as everybody remembered,
the Hon. Premier announced the grave
fact of the cancellation of the Georgian
Bay Branch contract. If there was
any enterprise entered into recklessly
and in spite of the remonstrances of
engineers and all interested in the
work, it was the Georgian Bay Branch.
To-day we were reaping the result of
that improvident and reckless conduct.
Mr. Foster had given up his contract,
and required 26 miles of water-stretches
to be used for the railway; they were
at the end of the Session, but had not
received any information from the
Government on this matter. Why was
this ? Because it had been found dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to reach the
mouth of French River: at any rate,
they had found it was much easier to
reach the French River 26 miles above
its mouth. The contractors required
other alterations, and it had been
proved that the road could not be
constructed according to the termi
of that contract. He called the
attention of the House to a reso-
lution he submitted last year. That
motion, however, was lost, and he
bowed to the decision of the House;
but what was the position taken by
hon. gentlemen opposite. He was
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taunted by an hon. gentleman opposite
who held a high position-and his
views were re-echoed by his sup-
porters-that he was animated by
a sectional feeling, and that he
was only looking to the interests
of Quebec. He, however, merely
asked fair play for the Province, and
the result of the effort of the Govern-
ment proved that the hon. gentleman
had recklessly changed the policy of
the late Administration; in changing
that policy, they stated that the course
that they intended to pursue would be
just as favorable as that of the late
Government, and that lines would be
subsidized in Ontario and Quebec to
join the terminus of the Pacifie Rail-
way. It was said in this House last
year, by the Hon. Minister of Justice,
that the plan which had been pro-
pounded by the Government at the
polls and in the Lambton address, had
been conducive in carrying the elece-
tions; therefore that should be the
policy of the Government, and that
the Government had no right to alter
that policy. le maintained that the
duty of the Government, before pro-
ceeding with the Georgian Bay Branch,
was to have had the surveys thorough-
ly completed, in order that they could
give the contractors some idea of what
was before them. Unfortunately this
had not been done, and the result was,
as he had anticipated. le (Mr. Mas-
son), bas accompanied a deputation to
tho Minister of Public Works, in 1874.
The bon. gentleman said that deputa-
tion went away satisfied. He (Mr.
Masson), could prove they did not,
and they would have been very
foolish if they had, because they
were refused everything they ask-
ed. They stated that Mr. Legge,
an engineer of the greatest ability, had
informed them that by adopting an-
other route the road could be built for
830,000 per mile, whereas, by the
height of land route, it would cost at
least $40,000. When the Premier
came to the louse, lie said the engi-
neer did not know what lie was speak-
ing about; that the route by Burnt
Lake vas the very best that could be
adopted and had the easiest grades. It
was only necessary to look at the map
to see where the beight of land was,
and when the deputation pointed it out

as the place where the Bonnechere,
Madawaska, Muskoka and other rivers
took their rise, the Premier turned
round and said they did not know what
they were talking about. The bon.
gentleman did more ; when lie (Mr.
Masson), in this House, cited the opin-
ions of Sir William Logan and Mr.
Shanly, and said these gentlemen knew
more of the subject than Mr. lazle-
wood, who was stopped by the smoko
and only made a cursory survey of the
greater part of the route, the hon. gen-
tleman was discourteous enough to say
it was not true. Here Mr. Masson
quoted from page 528 offfansard.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE -I am quito
sure I never -was guilty of the discour-
tesy of saying that the hon. gentle-
man's statement was not true, and if I
had been, I would have apologised to
the hon. gentleman for doing so.

Mr. MASSON said ho was happy to
hear the hon. gentleman say so, and ho
(Mr. Masson) withdrew the charge of
discourtesy. The hon. gentleman now
informed the louse the route was to
be changed, and French River was to
be utilized for 26 miles from its mouth.
Under the circuinstances, that was a
stop in the right direction; but would
it not be wiser and botter to improve
the navigation of French River up to
Lake 1Nipissing ? Mr. Shanly, who
surveyed the river with a view to re-
porting as to the feasibility of the
Ottawa Canal, estimated the cost of the
entire work froin Georgian Bay, on the
lower Ottawa, at some twenty odd
millions, but did not give an opinion
as to wbat sum would be required
for the improvement of French River ;
but Mr. Clarke, the eugineer who made
the survey in 1860, reportod the cost at
about $860,000. No doubt a larger sum
would bo required at this day, but it
could not exceed $1,500,000. By this
outlay the Georgian Bay Branch would
be rendered unnecessary. While it
would be a commencement of the
great Ottawa Canal, it would enable
lake craft to reach the south-east
corner of Lake Nipissing, the original
eastern terminus of the Pacific Rail-
way. The question would then natur-
ally rise whether the Premier should
subsidize existing and projected linos
in Ontario and Quebec to reach that
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point, as had been indicated in the

poliey announced to the electors in
December, 1873 ; if he would subsidize
but one, let the hon. gentleman decide
in his own mind the one which it
would be most in the public interest
to aid and by which the seaboard
could be most directly reached. He
hoped the hon. gentleman would
order further explorations, and if it
then appeared that the line the hon.
gentleman had chosen was best, ho
would have no objection to it. He
did not wish to be sectional, and such
lie never had been ; he was completely
in accord with the Legislature of
Quebec in this connection, and it only
asked for fair play with regard to
Lvower Canada. The line which passed
through Quebec was the shortest and
best, and if this was selectod, he was
sure that the people of the Lower
Province would not demur if a line
running through the centre of Ontario
was also subsidized. If the Govern-
ment kopt faith with British Columbia,
without ruining the country, and se-
cured through rail communication with
the North-West via Fort William and
Fort Garry, as soon as possiblie,--kept
in view the building of the line by the
north of Lake Superior, and so arranged
their policy that every step taken at
the present moment wouldt ultimately
ceonduce to the completion at a future
day of that part of the undertaking, and
the commencement of the Ottawa Ship
Canal, he thought they would deserve
the hearty support of the country in
that undertaking, and would at all
events have his support.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew), as a repre-
sentative of an Ottawa valley constit-
uency, desired to say a few words
touching this question, and the con-
struction of the Georgian Bay Branch.
As long ago as Gth March the Premier
had informed the louse that the con-
tract for the building of this branch
had been cancelled, and up to the pre-
sent, although he had carefully read
the newspapers of the country, he had
not been able to discover that adver-
tisements had bcen issued inviting new
tenders. This fact led him to the in-
evitable conclusion that some modifi-
cation iii the plans was intended by
the Administration. Though it vas
true that the hon. gentleman had not

Mr. MAssoN.

communicated his policy in this rela-
tion, for which the vote of a million
was requested, as had been stated by
the hon. member for Terrebonne, the
indications were that this policy would
be changed to the extent of providing
for the improvement of the navigation
of French River from its mouth
to a point sone twenty-six miles
distant, upwards. He thought that
if the plan montioned by his hon.
friend from Terrebonne was adopted, it
would not only he in acc-rdance with
the views of the constituency ho repre-
sented, but also with those of the
whole country. Heo desirel the im-
provement of navigation up as far as
Lake Nipissing; and he did not think
that it could be shown that this would
not afford ail the advantages obtain-
able bv building the Georgian Bay
Branch to the mouth of French River,
while a considerable saving would
thereby be eff'cted. The distance
from the eastern terminus of this
branch line to the motuth of tlic river
mentioned was 99 miles; and the cost
of the line, ut the rate of $40,000 per
mile, would be $3,960,000. The distance
fi-om this point to the south-oastern
corner of Lake Ni pissing was 25 miles -
and at the rate of $40,000 per mile ; the
cost of a railway connecting the two
points would be $1,000,000. The
expenditure required, according to Mr.
Clarke's estimate, to improve the river,
with locks 250 feet in length, 45 feet in
width, and 12 feet in depth, would be
$886,1 17; and if they comparoI this
with the $3,960,000 to be expended on
the branch line in question, it would
be seen that the adoption of this
plan would effect a large saving. The
improvement of navigation from the
mouth of French River to Cantins Bay
would cost according to Mr. Clarke's
estimatc. $139,870; and of building 86
miles of railway to Cantins Bay, $3,-
440,000, making in ail $3,579,870; the
saving which would be effected by
adopting the plan of the hon. member
for Terrebonne would be $1,693,753. it
might bc said that MUr. Clarke's estimate
with reference to the improvement of
the Ottawa navigation was very much
less than that of Mr. Shanly, and this
he was prepared to admit, but the
whole length of canal required accord-
ing to Mr. Shanly, exclusive of the
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Lachine Canal, was 49J miles, and the
canal on French River one mile in
length; while Mr. Clarke estimated that
the whole length of the canalization
would only amount to 20 M miles, and
M of a mile for the canal on French
River. Mr. Shanly estimated the canal
on French River as 1-49th part, and
the distance according to Mr. Clarke
was 1-25th part; the cost as estimated
by Mr. Shanly doubled the estimate
of Mr. Clarke. Hie thought that it
would be readily seen by any person
that the cost of improving French
River would not be doubled by Mr.
Shanly's calculation compared with that
of Mr. Clarke ; but if it were, it would
be found that a saving would be
secured, by this plan, compared with
the cost of building the road from the
eastern terminus to French River over
1,000,000, and from thence to Cautin's
Bay, $950,000. It had been stated by
the leader of the Government that it
was not the intention of the Govern-
ment at present to undertake this
work-the improvement of the navi-
gation of the Ottawa and in view of
the large extent of the Publie Works
undertaken by the Administration, and
the present state of our finances, ho
did not blame the Government
for refusing at this particular juncture
to undertake a work of such great
magnitude ; but if any part of the
scheme be broached, could it be ex-
tended by the present Aministration
without involving the country in any
undue expenditure it should be done.

APTER REcss.

The following Private Bills were
read the third time and passed:-

To amend the Act of Incorporation
of the Banque St. Jean Baptiste.

To amend the Act Incorporating the
London and Canada Bank.

To Incorporate the British Canadian
Loan and Investment Company,

SUPPLY.

On motion of lon. Mr. Cartwright
the louse went into Committee of
Supply.

Mr. WHITE (North IRenfrew) re-
sumed the debate. Ie stated that the
question of Ottawa navigation was
one which must engage the attention

74

of the Government of this country, as it
had engaged the atteation of former
Governments. In 1858 a report was
made by Mr. Walter Shanly in which
he made a comparison between the
cost of transportation from Chicago to
Montreal by the Ottawa rouwe and by
the Lachine Canal. He made the dis-
tance 368 miles in favour of Ottawa; in
time the difference was 44 hours, and
in cost 37i cents per ton. He had
heard the hon. member for Monck
state during this debate that there were
very great inipedi ments in the way of
obtaining an entrance to the mnouth of
French River, and that there existed at
that point no good harbour. He also
stated that there were other harbours
on the shore of the Georgian Bay which
were much preferable to that harbour.
lHe might, perhaps, be permitted to
quote from the opinion of Mr. Shanly
with reference to the harbour at the
mouth of French River:-

" The Indians of Lake Nippissing in going
to and from their homes and Shibewhenaning,
on the Sault Ste. M rie, commonly enter or
descend the French River by the ' Mouth,' so
designated by Bayfield, that route affbrding the
best shelter for their canoes; in going to or
returning fron Penetanguishene they as com-
monly choose the passage by the 'Key,' the
waters of whch, although they do not belong to
the French River, approach so near to it at some
distance up as to render it accessible for canoes
by an asy port4ge In pursuing mg exam-
ination of the coast I placed myself entirely in
the hands of my pilot, a sagacious Algonquin
of Lake Nippising, perfectly familiar with
every rocky island and inlet of the myriads
that stud and indent the inhospitable
Coasts of the Georgian Bay, merely giving hini
to understand that my desire was to enter the
river by its widest and deepest outlet. Pass,
ing the ' key,' which he indicated as the short
est route to Nippising, my guide bent his
course for the Bustard Islands ; and from
thence steered diroectly for the 'larg river'
already referred to, the way into which from
the Island being perfectly clear and unem'
barrassed. It thus for the first tine became-
known to mue, that the French River had at
least one ontlet independ nt of those assigned
to it by the chart, and that the large river
which was most probably considered by Bays
field as a distant stream, is in reality that arm
of the former by which, if ever it is to be
adapted to the purpose of moder commerce,
vessels will have to enter it. As for the other
mouths, I have ascertained that they were
rightly pronounced to be inaccessible, save,
as before observed, by the Indian in his canoe.
On reaching the mouth of the river I landed,
and looking back upon the bay over which I
had just passed, it certainly did seom to fulfil
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,all the conditions of a noble habour. The
Bustard Group completly protects it on the
south and south-west, while a heavy sea,
grinding angrily against a projecting headland
of granite on the north-west seemed to an,
nounce some shelter against the violent gales
which so frequently assail the lake from that
quarter. The bay within was perfectly smooth
and unruffled, while without the water was
still heaving and swelling from the effects of
a night of stormn."

" The entrance to the harbour is studded
across from the Bustards towards the main
shore on the north by a few rocky islets, great
broad channels between which give every in,-
dication of very deep soundings."

" A vessel of whatever class, steamer or
£ailing craft, once within the Georgian Bay,
could in any weather at least as easily make
the Bustard Islands as any of the more south,
erly ports, Owen :ound, Collingwood or
Nottawassaga, while in the sweeping gales
from the North-West, the scourge of LakeHu,
ron, the run from Cape Hurd to to the Bustards
having the shelter of the Great Manitoulin
Island, would assure ily be far safer than that
to any of the three lower harbours named.
Under the lee of the Bustard Orange, vessels
could anchor or moor in the most complete
saf ty, blow the wind from what quarter it
might, and to drop thence into the river, the
depth and directness of the channel being
assomed as sufficient, would be practicable
under any condition of weather short of actual
storm."

He thought that settled the question
as to whether a good and available
harbour was to be obtained there. It
was also stated that there vas no land
fit for settlement in the locality which
would be opened up by this railway.
He was not prepared to say what the
quality of the land might be in the
immediate vicinitv of the (--eorgian
Bay, but it was a well known fact that
in the vicinity of Lakîe Nipissing, and
especially north and west of the Lake,
large tracts of arable land existed.
Mr. Walter Shanly made a report to
this effect in 1857, and he had in his
hand a letter from a gentleman em-
ployed for many years by the Gov-
ernment of Ontario surveying this
country. He referred to Mr. Bell,
the Provincial Land Surveyor, who
said:-

'' Along the Amable du Fond River and
several miles west of it, there are extensive
fiats of rich loamy soil, thence, westward, a
beautiful uudulating country extends Io Lake
Nipissing and South River, and a considerable
distance west of that river. The soil is gen-
erally a sandy loam on the higher lands and
clayey loam on the flats. In some parts the
timber is pine, mixed with hardwood, and in

Mr. WmiTs.

many places hemlock, hardwood and balsam.
From Lake Nipissing the country ascendg
gradually to the south, and at a distance of 15
miles from the lake in that direction, exten-
sive ridges of maple, bireh and beech occur,
mixed occasionally with hemlock and balsam,
pine being seldom met with. The soil is a
sandy loam. The whole country described
above is fit for settlement. On the south
side of Lake Nipissing and Mattawa River a
large tract of country extending northerly to
Lake Temiscamingue is covered chiefly with
hard balsam and spruce. Pine is most abundant
near the Ottawa, but a few miles west of that
river it becomes scarce. Over a large propor-
tion of this tract th. soil is a clayey loam of
good quality, and nearly all of it is suitable
for settlement.- In my opinion there is no
part of the unoccupied lands of the Crown
which affords so large an unbroken tract of
country suitable for settlement as the terri.
tory described herein."

That was the opinion of a practical
land surveyor who had explored this
country year after year. By adopting
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Terrebonne and locating the terminus
of the road on the shore of Lake
Nipissing, a large tract of country
suitable for settlement would be opened
up, and a large quantity of valuable
timber now inaccessable would also
obtain an outlet to the markets of the
world. In discussing this question it
was his desire to do so entirely free
from party ties and without
any wish to do and say any-
thing which migh-t tend to em-
barrass the Government. It had
been said in a discussion which arose
upon this question in another place,
that the result of thd election which
recently took place in his county was
a condemnation of the Government
policy in reference to the opening up
of the communication with the eastern
terminus of the Pacific Railway. He
denied that proposition, but admitted
that there might have been some
colour for the statement. It had also
been stated that the people of North
Renfrew desired to have the commu-
nication made by way of Pembroke,
because the people of the South Riding
desired it should be made by way of
Renfrew. In discussing this scheme
he did so without reference to this
means of communication. Much could
be said in favour of the Pembroke
route, but he had carefully avoided
discussing that particular line, as the
Government had given no indication
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that they proposed abandoning the
Bonnechere route, and he thought lie
was reflecting the opinion of the peo-
ple ho represented, when lie said
they did not desire to view this
question from a local or sectional stand
point. Upon the Government, and on
the Government alone, must rest the
responsibility of determining the route
which they believed to be the best 'n
the interests of the country, and if
they honestly intended to carry out
this project of opening up communica-
tion between the existing system of
railways in Ontario and Quebec and
the great lakes of the West they would
receive his support whether they
adopted the suggestion of the member
for Terrebonne by improving the
French River navigation (which lie
believed would be most conducive to
the interests of the country) or whe-
ther they carried out the original
scheme.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said before
the House met, a portion of the Cana-
dian press had given the public to un-
derstand that the Government were
about to repudiate its agreement with
British Columbia. T7here could be but
one opinion, that the faith of the coun-
try was pledged to British Columbia
and must be maintained. He was ex-
ceEdingly pleased to hear from the hon.
members for Yale and Terrebonne that
while they expected the road should
be built, the burdens of the people
ought not to be increased in order to
do so. Any other policy would not
commend itself to the people. It had
often been asserted, however, that this
Government intended to break faith
with British Columbia. He had watched
their policy closely, and failed to ob-
serve any indication that they intended
to do anything ofthe kind. They had
expended large amounts in surveys,
purchased a quantity of steel rails, and
shown every desire to push forward
the work as fast as the resources of the
country would permit them to go.
Some hon. members from British
Columbia-and especially the hon.
member for Vancouver, who seemed
to be the champion of the Province-
had charged the Government and their
supporters with attempting to depreci-
ate that portion of the Dominion, but
lie (Mr. Ross) failed to see anything of

74J

the kind. The road must be regarded
either as a commercial undertaking or
a national work. If it was viewed in
a commercial light, the louse was
obliged to look at the resources of
British Columbia. When they came to
consider that the trade of that Province
-including imports and exports-was
about $4,OO,000, they at once enquired
what traffie there would be for this
railway, and how far British Columbia
could contribute to make this commer-
cial undertaking a success. Again,
looking at it from a national standpoint,
it became a matter of sentiment, and the
House was obliged to consider whether
for the mere sentiment of connecting
British Columbia with the Eastern Pro-
vinces the Government would be justi-
fied in entailing such burdens on the
people as would retard the developnent
of other sources of wealth and cripple
the commerce of the country. For his
part lie was not prepared to sustain
any such policy. There were some in-
dications of a change of opinion on the
other side of the House, and they were
now talking of utilizing the water
stretches which they had spoken of so
contemptuously when the policy of
the Government was first announced.
This frequent change of base indicated
the Opposition had no settled policy on
the subject, and that the only judicious
course was to endeavourbymoderate and
common-sense measures to constriuct
the road withoutunecessarilyincreasing
theburdensofthecountry.Thehon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne was exceedingly
anxious to imitate the Americans and
push rai lways in advance of settlement,
the reason given being that it would
settle the Valley of the Saskatchewan.
He (Mr. Ross) admitted the Illinois
Central and otherrailroads intheUnited
States had been built in that way, but
before adopting such a policy here, we
had to consider whether the tide of
immigration was as great now as it
had been in the past. Any one who had
watched the flow of immigration for the
last four or five years must admit it
was beyond the range of probability
that anything like the number of emi-
grants would settle in America during
the next ten years as in the last decade.
The immigration of the last year was
not one-third of what it was the pre-
ceding twelve months; and it was un-
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likely to increase in the future, the
wages of the working classes in Great
Britain and other European countries
having largely increased of late, and
their condition being much improved.
The inducements for people in the old
world to emigrate were, therefore, not
so great as they had been in the past.
Looking at these facts we could not ex-
pect the same results to follow the
adoption of the system by which
Illinois had been settled.

It had been said it was a great mis-
take to undertake the construction of
this railroad-that the resources of the
country were not sufficient for the
work. That was not the question now.
This House had to consider that
in order to keep faith with British
Columbia, and discharge the obliga-
tions we had undertaken with that Pro-
vince, we were bound to proceed with
the construction of the road as quickly
Ps possible, acting with prudence and
forethought in carrying on the work.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN did not
think this could be considered a ques-
tion of sentiment. It had never been
so considered by the late Government
or Parliament, nor did he think it was
so considered by the present Adminis-
tration or this House. It was regarded
by the late Government as a work of
necessity. This Dominion was bound
by a solemn treaty with one of the
Provinces to build the railway within
a certain time. Some had said it
could not be donc within the specified
lirmits. That might be. but the people
of British Columbia would be satisfied
with a reasonable effort to do it. The
policy of the late Government was to
build the road by means of a private
company, aided by land grants and a
money subsidy. He was still of opin-
ion the lands of the North West should
contribute largely to the building of
that railway, and that the country
should not be called upon to aid it
with a larger sum of money than
$30,000,000. It was a treaty obliga-
tion entered into, not for the sake of
British Columbia,but for the sake of the,
Dominion. It was entered into by the
late Government because they knew il
was necessary for our national existence
They knew that such a railway would
be required to knit together the Pro-
vince4 of the Dominion, and extend

Mr. Ross.

their authority completely over ther
country from the shores of the Atlan-
tic to the Pacifie Ocean ; it would also
be a connecting link between Europe
and Asia. The hon. member spoke of
this as sentiment; the hon. gentleman
might use that term, but others
would term it practical common sense.
This line would yet bring-for it must
be constructed-through the Dominion
the trade of the two continents,
Asia and Europe, besides the local
traffic of our Provinces. He had lis-
tened with astonishment to the quota-
tion by the hon. gentleman who had
just spoken of the trade of British Co-
lumbia, as a reason why he (Mr. Ross)
supposed that the late Administration
intended to build this road. This cir-
cumstance had not entered into their
calculations. They did not consider
whether there were ten or twenty
thousan'd people in the Province, or
whether its trade was small or large.
They knew full well that this railway
would build up British Columbia--a
wealthy region, full of resources-and
though a distinguished member of the
Government had called it a sea of
mountains, yet if the hon. gentleman
visited it, he would see that this sea of
mountains was a sea which would give
a large revenue to this country. To-day
it was the weakest, but it would yet be
one of the foremost Provinces of the
Dominion. Its representatives could
under certain circumstances be hardly
heard in the House. This he regretted,
for humble though any of them might
be, he was entitled to the same atten-
tion and respect as any other, and as
any prominent hon. gentleman, when
ho advocated the rights of his Pro-
vince.

A few years ago another important
Province, Nova Seotia, occupied a
similar position, and the complaints
and grievances of its representatives
were heard nighbt after night with the
greatest attention and respect, and
even with a view of meeting them and
trying to remedy the evil; and though
some want of respect was shown in this
instance to this section of the Dominion
there must be, ho thought, in this Par-
liament a desire to meet its wishes and
remedy the evil which existed. This
railwav was considered by the prevous
Government and Parliament as a ne-
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cessity in view of eur position, and aE
required by treaty obligation. When
they gave the contract to Sir Hugh
Allan and his twelve associates, they
bound themselves to give the Conpany
$30,000,000 and 50,000,000 acres of
land to construct a railway from
Lake Nipissing to Esquimalt, between
which points lay the route of the Paci-
fic Railway. If reference was made
to the Act they passed incorporat
ing certain companies during that
year, it would be seen that they
were intended to build railways
from Lake Nipissing to the Pacifie
Ocean, with power of extension to
Esquimalt, and of building besides
branch lines. The portion of the line
from the inner waters of British Col-
umbia to Esquimalt, was not consid-
ered, and was not treated in these acts
as a branch, but as an extension and a
portion of the railway. He would go
further-and these were matters of fact
and history. When the Government of
which he was a member was called
upon in this House by the present
member for Victoria to state whether
we had determined upon the western
terminus of the line, he was instructed
by the Cabinet to announce-as he did
do openly - that they intended to
make Esquimalt the terminus. More-
over, an Order in Council was passed
to that effect, and in the correspon-
dence, laid the other day before the
House, it vas so stated in a Minute of
Couneil of the present Government.
When the question came up under the
present Administration, if he was not
mistaken, the same course was followed.
It was necessary at this stage to refer
to a report of a Committee of the Hon-
ourable the Privy Council, dated the
20th of September, 1875, wherein it
was stated:-" The proposed Railway
" from Esquimalt to Nanaimo does
" not form a portion of the Canadian
" Pacific Railway as defined by the Act;

it was intended to benefit local inter-
ests, and was proposed as compensa-

"tion for the disappointment experi-
" enced by the unavoidable delay in
"constructing the ]Railway across the
"Continent."

This did not apply to the late Gov-
-erninent, becanuse in their time no such
ýdisáppôiitmént was experienced. They
had begau to put the Act into effect,

s and, therefore, no compensation
i was required; this only occurred after-
L wards. Nevertheless, on the 25th of

March, 1875, the present Ministry re-
quested the Local Government togrant
a belt of land between Esquimalt and
Nanaimo for the construction of a rail-
road, evidently considering that this
was a portion of the Pacifie iRailway.
To obtain all the advantages possible
from this line, it must not be arrested
at the Pacifie coast. It was said one
of the two lines mention ed by the hon.
member for Yale must be selected-
either the line to Bute Irilet, or the
line to Burrard Inlet. The hon. gen-
tleman considered that if the railway
ran to Bute Inlet, the Nanaimo and
Esquimalt line mnust be constructed ;
but that if it ran to Burrard Inlet no
such necessity would exist. He differ-
ed with the hon. gentleman regarding
this important point; buthewould not
take this position had lie not visited
the Province. If the railway ran to
Bute Inlet, the liie to Esquimalt on
the Island must be built, and if possi-
ble, the Narrows should also be bridged.
If this, however, cost too much, or if
it could not be donc, a steam ferry, as
at New York, nust be established.
The railway on the Island would be
necessary, because if the line was stop.
ped at Bute Inlet, as the terminus, the
trade of the East could not be secured.
We must compete with the Americans
at their own doors ; Bute Inlet
was too far distant from the
point, the trade of the Pacific and of
the east would reach, as it would pass
by the straits of Fuca; but if the
course he urged was not followed, we
must be content with the local traffic
of our own Provinces. War vith the
United States was a contingency
which, of course must be takzen into
account, and in this event, the Straits
of Fuca, and the harbour of Esquimalt
would be inaccessible to us, but Bartiey
Sound being a harbour directly on the
Pacifie Ocean, could be kept open by
the fleets of Engtand, enabling us to
defy any attempts the Americans
might make ag. inst the terminus of
our railway there. If this were fixed
at Bute Inlet, we could not secure the
trade of the Pacific Ocean, because it
wotild pass by the American Sound,
and ships would not go around to
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Vancouver Island by the Straits of
Georgia to Bute Inlet, but to the most
direct harbour, which was in the hands
of the Americans.

Then with regard to the railway
coming from Bute Inlet to Burrard
Inlet. The latter, as the hon. member
for Yale had said, was a magnificent
harbour, but there we would have the
same difficulties as at Esquimalt, and
for this reason :--If there was a war with
America our vessels could not reach
Burrard Inlet without passing under
the guns of San Juan Island. We
could not escape that position, and we
ought to try and avoid having our trade
destroyed for a whole year. The true
policy was first to place the terminus
wherc we could easily reach the trade
of the east and compete with the
Americans and not be afraid of its in-
terruption in the contingency of a war
with the United States. Besides, if
we had the terminus at Bute or Bur-
rard Inlet, we would increase the in-
surance and the time required for the
trip from the east. He still adhered
to the opinion that it was a necessity
of our position that the Pacific Rail-
way be built not only to Bute Inlet
but on the island to Bartley Sound and
Esquimalt. At the latter place we
could compete with the Americans in
times of peace. If it should be deter-
mined that the road must come to
Burrard instead of Bute Inlet, we
would have to ferry across to Nanaimo,
which would occupy one hour and a
half.

He would now come to the east end
of the proposed railway, and speak of
the Georgian Bay Branch. The plan of
the Government was to build the road
to about 26 miles from the mouth of
the French river, and from there to
Sault Ste. Maiie, about 200 miles.
From Burnt Lake to French River, he
thought, was about 90 miles.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE -Who said
we would go to Sault Ste. Marie?

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-That is
what we understood last Session.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I was not
aware of it.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said judging
from the discussions on the su bject in
Parliament last year, that seemed to
be the policy of the Government.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE asked the
hon. gentleman to point this out.

Hon. Mr. LANGE VIN-If that is
not the policy of the Government, I am
glad of it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
gentleman must not state that that is
our policy unless he is prepared to
show it.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-My remark
on this point was more interrogative
than affirmative.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Then I
fail to understand English.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Perhaps
the hon. gentleman does not understand
my English ; perhaps he would under-
stand my French better. I know that
the hon. gentleman has supporters not
only in the House but out of it, who
take this view. Some of his supporters
are at the head of public prints which
are considered the mouth-pieces of the
hon. gentlemen of the Government.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Oh, no;
we have no mouthpiece.

lion. Mr. LANGEVIN said it was a
very easy thing to profit by the sup-
port of newspapers, and thon to throw
them over. He knew a newspaper, the
Toronto Globe, which was under the
influence of a gentleman who had
always been considered a great autho-
rity, and a power behind the throne.
That newspaper, in February, said:-
" The railway to French River is a
"part, and a material part of the old
"scheme. It is one link in the chain;

another will take us to the Sault St.
"Marie neighbourhood, and so on to
"the head of Lake Superior." He
thought that showed ho was not far
wrong. In his speech on this subject,
in March last, the Hon. Premier said:-

" We, therefore, fixed upon that part as the
terminus for two or three reasons-for the
reason just assigned, in the first place; and
in the second place, for the reason that if the
road should be continued westward, those 85
miles that would be built by the Government
as a Government work will be, generally
speaking, in the line to be followed; and
which may be carried out whether we pass
slightly north-east of Sault St. Marie ulti-
mately, or diverge northerly by the route to
Long Lake, and passing from the south of
Long Lake to Pic River, or by the north of
the Lake where the surveys of lat season ter-
minated.
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Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Certainly.
I say that now.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN-Well, well;
then we agree.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE-I think we
do not.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he stated
that the policy of the present Admin-
istration was to build the railway to
French River, and then to Sault Ste.
Marie, by which he meant in that
neighbourhood. The Government gave
the contract to Mr. Foster, under
certain conditions, whichî were con-
sidered very liberal at the time. It
nevertheless appeared that after nego-
tiations in England, the contractor
could not raise themoney, and gave up
his contract, and they were now
trying to have the conditions changed.
lie was glad the contract was not to be
iinished, not on account of the con-
traetor or the Government, but in the
interests of the line itself. It gave
time to the Government to reconsider
the matter, and see whether the
true interests of the country did
iiot require a change of direction.
When the contract was given to
Mr. Foster, if he was not mibtaken,
the line was not located, and if
he was rightly informed the sur-
veys had demonstrated that the
route would not be a favourable one,
but that a line more to the north
would be preferable. They were told
that a route had been found to pass
between the Rivers Ottawa and
Petewawa, which would bring us very
near the east or the south-east end of
Lake Nipissing. le hoped that such
was the case, and that we could be put
in communication with the lake in
Such a way.

If that course were adopted then
the line from Lake Nipissing to
French River in the direction of Sault
St. Marie might be saved. French
River could be so improved as to give
communication from the east end of
Lake Nipissing to the Georgian Bay.
As it had been said by his hon. friend
from Terrebonne, by the improvement
of Prench River and Lake Nipissing,
it would be so much done in the direc-
tion of the canalization of the Ottawa,
and it would be in accordance with the
policy of the previous Government and

of this Government as well; for they
were continuing it by the works at
Culbute, which were for the purpose
of obtaining a long stretch of naviga-
ble water on the Upper Ottawa. The
improvements that were being made
at this end, coupled with the iniprove-
ments on French River and Nipissing,
would certainly be in the proper
direction, and we might look forward
to a period when we would have
through navigation from the Georgian
Bay to Montreal via the Ottawa. The
advantage of this plan would Le to save
all that portion of the railway which
would be extended fron the east end
of Lake Nipissing to Sault St. Marie,
and would make so much more money
available for the main ine of the Pacifie
Railway, fron the east end of Lake
Nipissing towards the West, passing
North of the Lake as was originally
intended. If the railway w re con-
structed to Sault St. Marie the result
would be that when pas.sengers from
the East would be carried by rail to
that point they woild not care for tran-
shipient on bourd a steamer to be
carried to the other end of Lake
Superior, and then by railway again to
Fort Garry, when instead of doing so
they could continue their route by rail
from Sault Ste. Marie through the
United States. The half rail, hali water
route fron Thunder Bay would be too
expensive for freight, and it would not
satisfy the convyenience of passengers.
This was another reason why the rail-
road should not be built towards Sault
Ste. Marie. The sane argumentwoiild
apply to the line froim Thunler Bay to
Fort Garry ; unless tihe lino were
brought to Nepigon Bay where it
would conneet with the main line from
the East, it would be of no use, except
as a local railway, when the main line
was eonstructed from Nipissing to Fort
Garry. Tney knew from surveys that
had been made that a route had
been found between Lake Nepigon
and Lake Superior which would not
necessitate their going north of Lake
Nepigon. le considered it would be a
great mistake to bauild the railway to
Sault Ste. Marie, which would give
the benefit of trade that should
be ours to the United States

If the road was to be built to Sault
Ste. Marie, it was a proof that the Gov-
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eunment had no intention of even
b;àilding the Pacifie Railway from
Nipissing to Fort Garry, or they were
wasting money in constructing a rail-
way at Thunder Bay thatnever would
be a portion of the main line.

The plan he had suggested lie con-
sidered was the one that was best in
the irterests of the Dominion. They
were bound to build the road to Esqui-
malt on the west, which was the ter-
minus fixed upon at the time; he
would go further and say that they
were bound of necessity to build it to
that voint in order to compete success-
fullv with the American railway for
the trade of the east.

ir. ROSCOE said the hon. member
for Yale had called the attention
of the Committee to the fact
that two years ago lie had moved a
resolution asking for a fresh survey of
the Fraser River route, and that the
Government had accepted that resolu-
tion. Buthe had not stated that it was
agreed to reluctantly, and it had estab-
lished the fact that they could not
build the railway tiere without enor-
mous expense. He did not oppose the
resolution at that tirne, and would have
supported it, but now the hon. gentle-
man, after an interval of two years,
came forward again and asked for
further surveys of the Fraser River
route, he would have to oppose it.
.He would no doubt be told by the lion.
gentleman that he was actuated by a
selfish feeling for his own constituents ;
but it was not for the interests of his
own constituents, but for those of the
people of British Columbia that he
opposed it, as he considered such a
survey would be a useless expenditure
of money and a further loss of time.
The hon. gentleman being a Civil
Engineer had an advantage over him
in discussing this question, but he had
not yet met with an engineer connect-
ed with th e Pacifie survey or otherw ise,
who had not very strong opinions that
the railway could not be constructed
down the Fraser river without enor-
mous expense. If the Government
accepted the hon. gentleman's propos-
al they would be open to the charge
of wasting time and money in Britislh
Columbia; that they had no bona ßde
intention of locating the line
and proceeding with the work,

IIoi. Mr. LANGEVIN.

and that they were glad to lay
hold of any excuse for delay. If they
consented to have another survey of
the Fraser ]River route, it would be an
excuse for fresh surveys of other routes
-the Iowe Sound route, for instance
-being demanded, and he (lid not see
how the Ministry, if they were going
to reconsider the Fraser River route,
could refuse a reconsideration of
the others also. He did not believe
that any survey would be satisfactory
to the hon. member for Yale-Koote-
nay district or his constituents, that
did not locate the railway down the
Fraser River.

The hon. gentleman had made an-
other proposal te the Government,
however, which he would support. The
Government had located a part of the
line in British Colûm bia on which they
could commence operations this year.
Now, by the Railroad Act of 1874 the
Government could not accept con-
tracts without their being laid before
Parliament; but if the Government
came down and asked the House to
pass a resolution allowing them to
spend $1,000,000 in actual construction
this year he did not see how the
House could refuse. Nothing would
go so far to allay irritation which
existed in British Columbia as the
actual commencement of the work
in that Province. He was pleased to
hear that the Government had actually
located the line and had abandoned
the more northerly route. In speak-
ing of the reports of Professor Sel-
wyn he said such reports could not
be satisfactory unless they were made
by men who were engineers by pro-
fession. As an example of this, Mr.
Selwyn had reported that the road
could be made along a valley. It was
found by a subsequent survey that the
route he recommended would have to
cross perpendicular glaciers and rocks
1,000 feet high.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-What val-
ley is that?

Mr. ROSCOE said be did not re-
member; all he could say was that
he had received information to that
effect. It was also proved that
the route he had proposed would
have to be diverted in one place 24
miles in order to cross a gorge.
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He did not think that, with the
-exception of the* surveys made
on Vancouver Island by Mr. iRichard-
son, the geolo *cal surveys of British
Columbia had en carried on efficient-
ly. British Columbia had enormous
mineral wealth. Several valuable
silver mines had been discovered in the
country, and lie suggested that Mr.
Selwyn's services should be utilized in
making a geological survey of British
Columbia instead of being sent to find
a route for the Pacifie Railroad. If
Mr. Selwyn was sent out to find a route
for the Pacifie Railroad he could only
suggest that Mr. Marcus Smith, the
able and efficient chief engineer of the
railroad in British Columbia, should be
sent out to make a geological report.
le was sure that Mr. Smith's geological
report would be worth more than Mr.
Selwyn's report of the railroad route.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZE said be
thought bis hon. friend was unjust to
Mr. Selwyn. That gentleman had
never made any report about the loca-
tion of the line, nor was he ever asked
to do it. They simply made use
efhis opinion regarding the topography
of the country. He took a great many
photographs of particular places, and
the Government was desirous of ob-
taining a knowledge of the character
of the rocks and other deposits gener-
ally on the route from Fort George to
McLeod Lake, and along east Pine and
Smoky Rivers. Their information
with regard to these localities was
very indefinite. Their instructions
related only to the topographical obser-
vations Mr. Selwyn might make, and
were not about the construction of a
railway.

Mr. ROSCOE said he understood the
hon. gentleman to state that the Gov-
ernment had sent out Mr. Selwyn to
make a survey with the object of lo-
cating the line. We had heard from
the Minister of Public Works the satis-
factory statement that the line was
located from the Yellowhead Pass to
Fort George, and it only remained to
decide between Bute Inlet and Dean's
Channel. He had little to say about the
choice between these routes, because
he had always admitted that this
would have to be decided by the Engi-
neer's report. He would, however,

point out to the hon. gentleman one
important consideration, that is, it
was not known for certain whether
Dean's Channel did not get frozen up
during some winters. An expedition
had been sent there this winter to ascer-
tain this, but this winter in British
Columbia had been an exceptionally
mild one, and nothing, therefore,
could be satisfactorily ascertained
on this point. Dean's Channel is
considerably north of Bute Inlet,
and if the map be referred to, it
would be seen that the isothermal
line which passes the head of
Bute Inlet goes west, while the iso-
thermal line passing the head of Dean's
Channel runs north to Alaska. The
Government will have committed a
great blunder if they fixed the termi-
nus of the railroad at a place liable to
be obstructed by ice some winters.

The hon. member for Yale had re
ferred to the statement made by him
(Mr. lRoscoe), that Mr. Trutch had
told him he had never in any way
agreed to the resolution about not build-
ing the railroad if the rate of taxation
was to be increased, and the hon. gen-
tleman had stated that he was on more
intimate terms with Mr. Trutch and
was more likely to know the facts.
Now, he was not prepared to discuss on
the floor of the House this question,
but he could simply report what he
had stated before, that Mr. Trutch had
distinctly contiadicted the statement
that he had agreed to this resolution.
Mr. Trutch had certainly at the dinner
referred to, made some remarks about
British Columbia not wishing Canada to
incur a hopeless load of taxation to
build the railroad, and about not taking
the ten years as a cast iron obligation,
in which remark every sensible man
in Biîtish Columbia would agree.
With regard to remarks of the hon.
gentleman in relation to the first appeal
he agreed, but with regard to the
second appeal lie could not say the same.

With regard to the second appeal
the case is this :-The Government had
accepted Lord Carnarvon's arbitration,
and had agreed to do certain things,
among others to build the railroad
from Esquimalt to Nanaimo. They
now said that in consequence of the
Senate throwing out the Bill, they were
unable to build it, and offered a money
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compensation. Instead the Govern-
ment of British Columbia had adopted
the reasonable course of referring the
matter back to Lord Carnarvon and
leaving it to him to say what lie con-
sidered the Dominion Government
ought to do under the circumstances,
and lie hoped that when the answer
came back it would be treated by the
Government and even by the Hon. the
Minister of Justice with the respect
and consideration it deserved. The
lion. the Premier in Scotland, and
since ho returned, had made several
speeches containing strong expressions
of loyalty, and in favour of the contin-
ued connection of Canada with the
mother country. He hoped the hon.
gentleman would not belie these expres-
sions by-to use an eastern expression
-making the Secretary for the Colo-
nies " eat dirt."

With regard to the offer of $750,000
to the Province : it had been said
that the money if distributed would be
a large amount per head. Now, he
thought as that money was to be ex-
pended on Public Works, that the size
of the Province should be taken into
consideration.

It was said in the Minute of Council
that if a sum in proportion was given
to Ontario it would amount to an im-
mense sum. But he (Mr. Roscoe)
thought it would be just as fair to take
the size of the Province into consider-
ation and exclude the population. If
this were done, considering that British
Columbia was at least twice as large as
Ontario, $750,000 would only be equi-
valent to $275,000 being given to On-
tario.

In British Columbia the sources of
industry were so widely distributed
that roads had to be made for immense
distances. There were gold mines
800 miles from the sea, and away at
the extreme north of the Province,
and therefore the expenditure on pub-
works was very large in proportion to
the population. Then, again, there
was a balance sheet at the end of the
Minute of Council, showing the
immense benefits British Columbia
had received since coming into the
Union. Figures could be made to
prove anything. He objected to that

alance sheet as a specious and unfair
statement. There were many con-

Mr. RoscoE.

siderations which could not be actually
put into figures. The hon. member
for Middlesex had remarked this rail-
way was to be built as a matter of
sentiment. That was a mistake. No
undertaking could be more paying.
The fact that the emigration from
Europe had diminished of late did not
touch this question at all. One reason
for the diminution was this-in con-
sequence of the war in the States,
protection and other causes, living was
so dear in the neighbouring country,
that emigrants (especially artizans)
found they could do better in England.
But how did it happen there was such
a constant emigration from Canada
to the States. A manufacturer at
Boston had informed him that
all the men in his establishment were
Canadians, and large numbers of our
people were employed in other factor-
ies in the same neighborhood. Go
where you would in the States you
would meet Canadians, and it was evi-
dent there was a constant emigration
from this Dominion. The only way to
stop that was to open up the splendid
country in the North-West and Jet our
emigration flow there and to British Co-
lumbia. In a recent speech Mr. Disraeli
alluded to the colonial policy of former
Administrations in England as "that
narrow, sordid, creeping policy which
had governed England's relations with
her colonies so long." There could be
no better words to describe the policy
advocated by some hon. gentlemen op-
posite, who undervalued the resources
of British Columbia. That Province
was larger than Ontario and Quebec
put together, and possessed not only
coal and iron whieh fitted ber fer a
great manufacturing Province, but also
other valuable minerals and inexhaust-
ible forests of the finest timber. But
the great value of Brittsh Columbia to
the Dominion was, it gave Canada a
frontage on the Pacifie Ocean. With
that, and a frontage on the At-
lantic, the Dominion could stretch
forth two hands to grasp the commerce
of the world. Few people who had not
been on the Pacifie coast could imagine
the enormous development of trade
there within the last few years. An
Austrian Commissioner, in a book re-
cently published, remarked :-" The
Pacifie Ocean is the gigantic page on
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which is written the future history of
the race." If hon. gentlemen opposite
who talked of repudiation and allowing
British Columbia to go, could have
their way, he (Mr. Roscoe) could im-
agine a future generation calling down
the bitterest curses on the memory of
those mon whose sordid, creeping policy
had lost to Canada the only thing which
could make a great nation of this Do-
minion.

Hon. Mr. CAUCIION said if the
remark "there is nothing new under
the sun" were ever true, it was cer-
tainly so with regard to this question.
It had been discussed until the public
were tired of it. The hon. member
who had just -sat down spoke of the
great size of British Columbia. With-
out desiring to depreciate that Province
he (Mr.Cauchon) would remind the hon.
gentleman that if a country were
valued according to its size, England
and France would be very poor na-
tions. It was as absurd to judge
of the importance of a country by
its size as to consider a penny more
valuable than a sovereign because it
was larger.

He (Mr. Cauchon) had tried to
follow the hon. member for Terrebonne
and sec whether he could bring any
argument to show that the present
Government had not donc their utmost
to fulfil the engagements made by
their predecessors. The hon. gentle-
man acknowledged the late Govern-
ment had promised more than they
could give. They agreed to build the
road in ten years without adding to
the taxation of the people, but it was
impossible to accomplish the under-
taking witbout increasing very ma-
terially the burdens of the public. The
intention was evidently to deceive the
British Columbians, because they
knew the work could not be done in
the time specified. At the same time
another interpretation of that agree-
ment was offered, showing that it meant
nothing at all ; they declared they
were not to do the work by themselves
but by a company. They stipulated
that it should only cost thirty millions
with fifty millions of acres of land
added ; but supposing that it could
not be accomplished for this-and they
had seen that it was impossible-it was
not to be done at all. The consequence

would be that if the company had
failed to build the railway with the
means proffered, they would have
demanded further aid, and thirty
millions more must have been granted,
provided that the taxation were not
thereby increased. This would not
have been found sufficient, for the line
ran over 2,700 miles of country. through
remote regions, far from all com-
munication by water and rail, and a
further demand would have been made,
with the lands granted probably mort-
gaged, and compliance therewith must
have been the result. Was it not fairer
and more honest to say that this course
could not be followed, and that as the
Government must bear the responsi-
bility, they should conduct the under-
taking. He knew that railways
as a rule should be constructed by pri-
vate companies, but this was an
exception, justifying the policy pur-
sued. This was the truc state of things,
and this was why the position was
changed. The present Administration
had never said that they would abandon
the railway, but they had announced
that they would stand in this relation
by the declaration of their predecessor s,
forced on them by the latter's support-
ers from Lower Canada, after the Bill
was introduced. These hon. gentlemen
saw the danger to which they were
exposed, and they felt that the
undertaking would necessitate not
only an expenditure of thirty
but of three, perhaps of five times
thirty millions. It was accordingly
provided that the building of the rail-
way must not increase the taxation;
and this was a logical position. The
crisis through which we were passing,
and the difficulties of the times, how-
ever, were such that this could not be
avoided by any Government; and here
lay the point at issue. The hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, nevertheless, said:-
"You 'must do it; you have promised
to do it; and you are pledged to do it,
whether we are ruined or not in con-
sequence." Why should they not
swallow the whale ? Suppose it was
folly to undertake the operation, it was
promised, and it should be done.

He would tell another anecdote: He
was acquainted with a man (a presti-
digitateur), who was called Carrabora,
and wbo went to, Havana. As the fellow
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wanted to attract a large audience, he
promised that he would eat a man. An
immense crowd in consequence col-
lected, and the man went on with all
his acts of legerdemain, in order to
-amuse and astonish the people. At
this moment ho heard a spectator, with
as strong a voice as the hon. member
for Terrebonne, shout: " Eat the man."
The cry soon became general, and at
length the juggler replied: " Let the
"man who is disposed to be eaten

come up." A countryman of extra-
ordinary size responded, and the presti-
digitateur demanded of him if ho were
not afraid, brandishing before him a
rusty sword. No, ho was not; he was
prepared to submit to the ordeal, and
then Carrabora having retreated a
space, jumped forward and hit him on
the nose. The candidate for being
eaten thereupon took to his heels, and
Carrabora of St. Jean explained to the
crowd that ho could not eat a man in
one mouthful, but ho could accom-
plish the task if they gave him suffi-
cient time.

This was what the Government de-
sired; they could eat this elephant if
time were allowed for the purpose.
This night hon. gentlemen opposite
had more solemnly than ever
admitted that they could not have
built this road in ton years; they
knew nothing of the country, and the
engineering difficulties to be encoun-
tered were very great. It had also
been propqsed to bridge the Sound be-
tween the continent and Vancouver
Island, and this would incur an ex-
penditure of $20,000,000. The entire
line would cost them finished, ho im-
agined, at least from $150,000,000 to
$200,000,000 to Lake Nipissing, as first
projected. Then the construction of
the Ottawa Branch from Lake Nipis-
sing downwards was urged solely in
the interests of Quebec, as Ontario
naturally desired to connect with the
Pacifie Railway proper-which should
stop, it held, at the lake mentioned-
branch lines to Toronto, Hamilton
and other towns within its limits.
The only thing that all should
have sought to secure was a
fair proportion of the benefits of the
line to each Province. If ho was not
mistaken, however, the hon. member
for Cumberland had opposed the con-

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON.

struction of the Ottawa Valley Branch.
He was subject to correction, and this
he invited from the hon. gentleman, if
ho was in error.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER replied that
his views on the question were that
Parliament should have adhered to the
original policy fixing the eastern ter-
minus of the Canadian Pacifie Railway
proper at Lake Nipissing, the point
they had agreed upon, and that the
building of the line from Red River to
Lake Nipissing would have given a
botter subsidy, and have botter secured
the communication from lake Nipissing
down -o the Ottawa and also down to
the Ontario lines, connecting with
Toronto, than subsidising the line now
proposed. Two years ago Parliament
had provided a subsidy of $12,000 per
mile, to extend a railway up to Lake
Nipissing; but not a blow had yet
beer struck, nor a mile of the line
graded. He had nover objected to the
connection being made, but he would
say that the original policy of bringing
the trade of the North West to Lake
Nipissing would have secured the con-
struction of lines both to Toronto,
Ottawa and Montreal botter than by
any other means. He had maintained
that the extension of the line from
Lake Nipissing to the Georgian Bay,
was unnecessary, because the latter
was already connected with Montreal
by shorter routes.

Hon. Mn MACKENZIE-No! no!
Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Yes. The

waters of Georgian Bay were nearer
Montreal, via Port Hope, Lindsay and
Midland City, than by the line pro-
posed by the Government and sub-
sidized last Session. It would be botter
to spend a million or a million and a
ha!f, if necessary, to connect the waters
of Lake Nipissing with Georgian Bay,
by improved navigation, than to ex-
pend four or five millions in construet,
ing a branch line fron Lake Nipissing
to Georgian Bay. These were his
views.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-This expla-
nation was satisfactory, because it
justified what be had said. The hon.
mem ber favoured navigation improve-
ments, which was a new idea; and
the hon. gentleman said that the short-
est route was by Port Hope, but this
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was not the case. He did not pretend
that Quebec should get overything, but
it ought to obtain its fair share of public
benefits. The hon. member for Cumber-
land was at variance in this relation
with his Lower Canadian supporters.
The branch was meant for Lower Ca-
nada, and the question arose upon which
side of the Ottawa it should pass.
The report of Mr. Shanly had
also been spoken of, which was mixing
up the canal with the railway. That
report was to the effect that the canal
would cost $30,000,000, but he (Mr.
Cauchon) told him that his calculation
was within the mark, and that it would
cost $50,000,000-a fact which he
would not gainsay. But it was with
the railway they had to deal, and it
was his opinion that it would cost from
$150,000,000 to $200,000,000 before it
was completed. Where would we
findthemoney? We owe $14,000,000
now, and we had to curtail our ex-
penses and stop public works in order
to keep within the limits of our rev-
enue. The interest of the money
which it would cost to build the Pa-
cific Railway would amount annually to
$8,000,000 or $9,000,000. They were not
going to abandon the road, but it was
wise to wait for an increase of revenue
so as not to force the Government to
increase the taxation of the people.
The American Pacific roads, the
speaker went on to show, had cost
more than $200,000,000, and they
were only 1,700 miles long, whereas
our railway would be over 2,000 miles
in length. To think we could construct
the Pacifie railway with only $30,000,-
000 and the lands, which might be bad
or indifferent, was an absurdity. The
argument to-night was that the Gov-
ernment could not do what it was not
claimed the late Administration could
have done. This was not the time to
consider whether we had gained by
the union with British Columbia; it
was our duty now to stand faithfully
up to the engagement we made. The
hon. member for Charlevoix had stated
that the railway was not to be built for
that province alone, but for the whole
Dominion. Possibly that might have
been the theory at the time, but we
found such theories only in novels,
where the author could make the
heroine as beautiful as he choose to de-

scribe. The fact, however, was not in
the imagination, and we knew very
well that the road, which must be built
in time, would not be so much to our
advantage as to that of British Colum-
bia, which had a white population of
only 8,000.

An Hon. Member-No!

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON said the hon.
member who preceded him said the
population had decreased owing to the
depression in the United States. It
was supposed to be 10,000 at one time,
and of course in view of that fact could
not be so large now. He would be
pleased if the Province developed so
that they could overwhelm the whole
Dominion, and help us to build our
canals and other necessary improve-
ments. He did not accuse them for
not doing it, for nature had not done
for them what it had done for others,
but the tiie would come when there
would be a large trade from the west
side of the Rocky Mountains, when that
country had become opened up and
developed by immigration. After that
the railway could be built across the
Rocky Mountains as far as the country
was able to construet it. The difficul-
ties of reaching the Pacifie coast froin
the Rocky Mountains were very great,
but we were bound in honour to build
the road, the only difference of opinion
being as to the time in which we
should do it. How had the Govern-
ment sacriflced the interests of British
Columbia or of the Dominion? Was
it in trying to improve the navigation
of the West, and give greater facilities
for the transportation of freight and
passengers ? On the Pacifie Slope
they were doing as much as the means
of the country would allow; they were
doing more than could have been done
under the company systen proposed by
the late Government. Then what was
the crime of the Government that
there should be another vote of want
of confidence. If there was no other
accusation to be urged against the
Government it would be better to
abandon the charge ofmismanagement
altogether. There were gentlemen in
this House and in the Government who
were in a better position to settle the
route to be chosen for the railroad than
he was, and they were supported in
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their opinion that the route chosen on
the other side of Lake Superior was as
short as the other, and at least fifty
per cent. cheaper; and our means
were so limited that we could no
afford to expend money merely
for the pleasure of doing so.

As to questions of engineering, they
were to be settled by engineers. Mr.
Legge was spoken of as a man who
made no mistakes; if so, he was the
most fortunate man that ever existed.
The French General Turenne had re-
marked once when he heard a general
boast that he had never made a mis-
take in war: " That man is an ass."
And he found it was the same with
engineers. When engineers were em-
ployed by private companies they
stretched their consciences a great deal
in order to suit their employers; but
when they were einployed by the
coantry they did their duty as inde-
pendent men in the interests of the Do-
minion. The question before the House
was whether they should build the
work-and they were bound to d) it-
in a short time, or to do it as our means
would permit; the next thing was in
choosing the line to adopt-that route
which would be in the interests of the
Dominion and no.t in the interests of
any particular Province.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said he
hoped that the Hon. President
of the Council was not, under
the garb of friendship, endeavouring
to strike a blow from behind at the
enterprise in which he, in common
with himself, assumed to have a warm
interest. He had thought the Georg-
ian Bay branch was not proposed to be
built in the interests of the Province of
Quebec alone, but he had assumed that it
was to have been constructed in the in-
terests ef the Dominion generally, and
he as a Lawer Canada representative,
would be sorry to come to this House
and invite assistance towards a road
in which he and his constituents were
interested, and place it on the selfish
ground that it suited the interests of
his Province at the expense of all the
other Provinces of the Dominion. He
thought it would be dangerous to ad-
vocate the comstruction of a road
on such a ground. If he understood
the words of the President of the Coun-
cil this (eorgian Bay branch would be

lion. Mr. CAUCHoN.

inimical to the interests of Belleville,
Port Hope, Kingston, and other towns
along the St. Lawrence. He under-
stood the hon. gentleman as appealing
to the Lower Canada representatives
and asking them how they could still
occupy the position of followers of the
hon. member for Cumberland against
the Government, who were building a
road to suit Quebec against the inte-
rests of a large majority of the people
of Ontario. Hie would tell the Presi-
dent of the Council that he quite- dis-
agreed from the member from Cumber-
land if that hon. gentleman thought
this road should not be built. He
thought it was legitimate for the Pro-
vince of Quebec to support it, as she
had pledged ber credit and ber re-
sources towards the construction of a
line from Quebec to Aylmer, which
was ultimately to extend to Pontiac;
but she had a right to stop at the con-
fines of her own territory and not ex-
tend her enterprise into a neighbouring
province. But it was foolish to urge
such reasons as the Ion. President of
the Council had urged in favour of the
Georgian Bay Branch, because it would
bring down upon it the adverse vote
of the Province of Ontario on the
ground that the road was being built
in the interests of Quebec atone. The
Minister of Public Works dared not
endorse the sentiments that had been
advanced by his colleague, and say
that he was working in the interest of
our Province in the construction of
this branch. It would be exceedingly
dangerous to the interests of Quebec
if they were to enforce the sentiments
of the President of the Council, and
he for one repudiated them and asked
the House to agree with him in sup-
porting the construction of the
Georgian Bay Branch as a portion of
the Pacifie Road. le for one would
support that policy, because he believed
it to be a good policy, and because he
believed it would not only advance the
interests of his own Province, but the
interests of the Dominion generally.

Mr. PLUMB said they were asked
by the Government to vote a large
sum for the Pacifie Railway. On
the other hand there were utterances
from the Government side of the House
with regard to the impossibility of
building the Pacifie Railway and main-
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taining it, after it was constructed, that
from these contradictions he was in-
clined to doubt whether the Govern-
ment were at all in earnest in
their endeavors to carry out the
work. We had been told a
a short time ago by gentlemen on the
Ministerial side of the House that this
Pacifie Railway was only a sentiment,
a sort of romance, an impracticabilitv,
as he understood the President of the
Council to say, who had just spoken on
the subject. They had been educated
on this question of the Pacific Railway
by the utterances of the press of the
Dominion, particularly by the organ of
the Government at Toronto, whieh,
when this project of Union with British
Columbia came up, and the railroad be-
came a pressing question of public
policy, in its attempts to lead public
opinion, gave forth no half-hearted ex-
pressions, and did not argue that a
Pacifie Railway was a sentiment or a
romance. No, it was then spoken of
as a great, practical, immediate and
pressing necessity, and in support of
what lie had said on the subject, he
would read a few words ýpublished in
that journal in the year 1871

I1. The Pacific Railway through British ter-
ritory is a necessity, if the new Dominion is to
have anything like a fair chance of fulfilling
its destiny and aeveloping its mighty and
varied resources.

" 2. The line through British territory must
be carried through, if British authority is to
be maintained on this continent, and our new
Dominion made practically, as well as in
theory, a great fact.

" The desire of the Canadian people to
remain in connection with, and as an integral
portion of the British empire, has its root in
something far stronger than either tradition
or romance, and to maintain this connection,
they are prepared to make great sacrifices;
but it so happens that in this case the sacrifice
would have to be made and encountered not
by putting through a costly line of railway
over British territory, from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, but by refraining from the work.

" 3. Politically it is a manifest and pressing
necessity, while commercially it is of the very
highest importance for Canada. In this way
alone can this country have any chance for
her fair share in the lucrative trade with the
North-West, which will assuredly spring up,
and in the varied traffic with the Pacific world
which, to a great extent, will pass through
Canadian territory, if once what will be the
shortest and easiest route from ocean to ocean
is in working order.

" 5. Our rulers will be traitors to their coun..
try and to British connections if they lose a

single season in making it practicable and
convenient for settlers to go to Fort Garry
through our own territory, and in putting
things in a fair way for the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

"6. It is a question not only of convenience
but of national existence. It must be pushed
through at whatever expense. We believe it
can be so pushed through, not only without
being a burden pecuniarily upon Canada, but
with an absolute profit in every point of view.
Without such a line a great British North
America would turn out an unsubstantial
dream ; with it, and with ordinary prudence
and wisdom on the part of her statesmen, it
will be a great, a glorious, and veritable
reality.

The President of the Council had argued
against building the road, referring to
the financial history of the Pacifie Rail,
way in the UnitedStates,and had quoted
its enormous apparent capital as a
warning to us as to the cost of ours.
He (Mr. Plumb) had already on a
previous occasion referred to the pre-
cise figures as to these roads, and he
might now say briefly that they were
constructed during a period of high
prices and depreciated currency in the
United States, and the cost thereby
was greatly enhanced. It was also
notorious that the item of capital stock
had been made to represent a fur larger
sum than the actual amount paid in, by
what is called watering. These causes
had increasod the nominal beyond the
actual cost of the road to the extent of
at least fifty or sixty millions of dollars,
reckoned upon a gold basis. He then
proceeded to show that in the year 1874
the Pacifie Railway paid 6 per cent.
net upon the wbole debt and capital
stock, greatly swelled as these had been
by causes referred to, representing the
apparent, though not real, cost of the
line. H1e had not the precise figures
of the year 1875, but lie understood
that their net earnings amounted to
about $3,000,000 more than in 1874.
He thought they could not have a bot-
ter argument than this, in so far as the
practicability of building our road
is concerned, and upon the construction
of which we are called to spend large

The hon. nember for Middlesex had
argued that the road should not be
built in advance of population; but
that we must wait till the North-West
was fully peopled before we extended
the road through that country. To
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this policy, he (Mr. Plumb) took the
strongest exception, as being in direct
opposition to the enlightened expe-
rience of the present age.

He did not think, however, that the
route selected from Fort William to
Winnipeg would enable the line to pay
running expenses ; but he was glad to
learn from the First Minister that it
would not be rendered still more un-
profitable by the use of the great
" water interests" that lay between
Fort William and Winnipeg. When
the charter was granted in 1873 there
was a clause inserted which stipulated
that in carrying on the work there
should be no increased burthen of
taxation thrown on the people. In
the preamble of the Pacifie Rail-
way Act of 1874, which Mr. Plumb
read, reference was made to the fact
that taxation had been increased to
provide for the construction of this
railroad. That being the case, he
failed to see that the large amount of
taxation involved in the increased
tariff of that year had been applied
for the purpose of building the road.
Some part of it may have been applied
to the surveys, which he was glad to
see were being prosecuted; but he did
not regard the Fort William section or
the Georgian Bay Branch, upon the
construction of which we are called to
spend large sums, as any part of the
line of the Pacific Railway.

The hon. member for Middlesex had
argued that the road should not be built
in advance of population, but that we
must wait till the North-West was
fully peopled before we extended
the road through that country. Now,
it was well known to every one
who had the most casual know-
ledge of the subject,that the settlement
of the Western States would never have
gone on so rapidly if such views had
prevailed. It was impossible to settle
any large population in Manitoba and
the North-West without a railroad to
carry people there. It was admitted
that a large portion of the line could
be constructed for ten to fifteen thou-
sand dollars per mile at the present
prices of railway iron and labour, and
it was desirable, if the road was to be
built at all, to push it forward from
Winnipeg westward as rapidly as pos-
sible, instead of wasting the public

Mr. PLUrMB.

money in carrying out the halting,.
temporizing policy now pursued-a
policy dictated by a disposition on the
part of the Government to abandon the
work, on the one hand, and the well
understood desire on the part of the
people to proceed with it, on the other.

It had been said by the hon. member
for West Middlesex, that emigration to
the United States was falling off. That
fact was patent to everybody, but it
was due to the depression which had
prevailed in that country for the past
two years. Many emigrants, especially
artisans and skilled labourers, on ar-
riving there could find no employment,
and they returned to Europe. It was ad-
mitted, however, that Canadians were
being drawn to the United States, and
he believed we could direct that emi-
gration to our North-West country
by the construction of this road.

He believed the road could be built
without increasing taxation, because it
would develop our resources, especially
our coal and iron, and add to our
population. Everybody admitted the
Dominion was under sacred obligations
to build the railway; but some hon.
gentlemen asked why should such a
great work be undertaken for the 10,-
000 people in British Columbia. The
importance of British Columbia was not
to be judged by her 10,000 inhabitants,
but by her vast extent and unlimited
resources. 11e always regretted
to hear any taunt thrown against
that Province or its representatives.
If any mistake had been made it was
not their fault. But the construction
of this route was not a dream or a ro-
mance. It would be fulfilled, if not by
this Government, by one that would
succeed it. The road was a " manifest
destiny," and the sooner this fact was re-
cognizea, the better for the interests and
welfare of all parts of this Dominion.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) con-
gratulated the Premier upon his able,
exhaustive and comprehensive speech,
in which he had shown the feasibilitv of
the road. After hearing all this, ~and
turning to the estimates he (Mr.
Thompson) regretted to see the "lame
and impotent conclusion " of that
speech. After all that had been said
about the willingness of the Govern-
ment to build the road, and to carry
out the agreement withLordCarnarvonr
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why was there so smail an appropria-
tion in the estimates? On the open-
ing of this debate the Minister of
Justice was asked to explain the mean-
ing of the celebrated Order in Council
before the House? He said the sum
total of it was in the following words:-
"It remains only to endeavor to con-
"struet the Pacific Railway as rapidly

as the resources of the country will
permit." This could not be called

very satisfactory.
lon. Mr. BLAKE-Would the hon.

gentleman want us to build the road
faster than the resources of the coun-
try would permit ?

Mr. TIIOMPSON desired the hon.
gentleman to explain the limit of the
resources of the country, and to state
if the Ministry was willing to draw
upon these resources to their fullest
extent.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-Even if we have
a little more taxation ?

Mr. TIOMPSON thought that wc
could bear a little more taxation, if
necessary. By the Minute of' Council,
dated the 20th of September, British
Columbia was offered $750,000 ; it was
now stated by the Ministry that this
was in lieu of the construction of the
Nanaimo and Esquimalt Railwav, but
this had not been the belief of the
Ministty and people of British Colum-
bia. The Minute was written in lan-
guage which was unmistakcable. It
was stated that the _Ministry did iot
wish to break any portion of' the Car-
narvon terms; but these were mani-
festly violated, as onliy $500,000 were
placed in the estimates in this relation,
when the amount should have been
two millions according to the Carnar-
von agreement, nor was any proposal
submitted for expending even the
smaller suim. The Government had
acted in another instance towards
British Columbia in a manner which
was unworthy of them. Parliament
had passed an Act in 1874, empower-
ing the Goveinor in Council, at his
discretion, to advance to any Province
any sum of money not exceeding
the amount on which the Dominion
was paying interest to such Province,
for prosecution of public works. On
the strengfth of this assurance, British
Columbia undertook to make exten-

75

sive public improvements, believing
they could draw on the Treasury for the
sum of $900,000 or $950,000, on which
they now received interest at the rate
of five per cent per annum. They
obfained something less than $200,000,
and were then coolly informed that no
more would be advanced, but instead
a portion of the subsidy for the en-
suing year was offered. And believing
that the necessity of the Provinceo
would compel them to accept any
ternis they also proposed the $750,000
compensation. The Legislature and
the people of British Columbia lad
spurned the offer of $750,000 indig-
nantly; and had again appealed to
England. Whatever might bc the
resuilt lie thouglit it would be generally
adiitted that they had acted iii a
manly and straightforward manner
throughout. He was happy to sec
that the feeling among members on the
opposite side of the Hlouse, in this con-
nection, lad in some degree improved;
the bright and honorable ex ample
was the ion. member for Muskoka,
who had tendered the people of
British Columbia his sympathies,
but this would not build railways, or
make people prosper ; they desired
to obtain something more substantial.
He also thanked the hon. memler
for North York for the remi'arks
this lion. gentleman had made-
wbich presented a striking contrast
to those of the lion. nembers for Mid-
dlesex, Halifax, East York, and other
constituencies, including the hon. mem-
ber for Temiscouata, who lad declared
that British Columbia's secession from
the Union would be hailed in his
county with an illumination. It was
no matter for wonder that the people
of British Columbia thought that they
were treated with unfairness. The
President of the Council cxclaimed
that this Province only ceontained
8,000 people! But wihat mattered this?
It had never been made a point iii
argument on their part. They simply
demanded that the promises of Cana-
da should be as fairly carried out as
possible. They were perfectly willing
to agree with the sentiments of Gover-
nor Trutch when he saidthat if the road
were not built within rifteen or twenty
years instead of ten, they would be
satisfied, provided work was earnestly
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carried on. The Hon. Ministerof Justice
had himself admitted that the resolu-
tion, with refèrence to taxation, was
not binding on the Province. He
agreed with what the hon. member for
Victoria had said that evening; and
this hon. gentleman's remarks were
deserving of the greatest atten-
tion. The hon. member for Yale
had gone very fully into the
subject; but he regretted that the hon.
gentleman had dwelt upon local ques-
tions, which were altogether foreign
to this debate, showing his animosity
towards the late Government of Brit-
ish Columbia. He (Mr. Thompson)
thought that Ministry had acted
in a very straightforward manner in
their negotiations with Mr. Edgar
and the Dominion Government. He
agreed with the hon. gentleman that
the people of British Columbia knew
nothing of the resolution as to non-
increase of taxation, but the latter
were willing and anxious to do all
they could to assist the people of the
other Provinces in connection with
the construction of the Pacifie Rail-
way. The hon. gentleman admitted
that the terms of the Minute of Coun-
cil of the 20th of September were
mystifying; this being the case, was
it surprising that the Government of
that Province had been mystified by
them? The Government should show
that they were in earnest in this
matter, and construct a portion of the
line during the present year; they
should not spend the time in survey-
ing route after route, and keeping off
apparently as far as possible the reali-
zation of this great project. This road
would form a great highway, which
would not be a mere subsidiary line for
a small population in British Columbia.
It would aid in building up the Empire,
and would enable us to carry out great
and national aspirations. It was an
absolute necessity in the interests of
the Dominion, and ho implored the
Government on behalf of the people of
British Columbia to prove their sin-
cerity by putting a portion of the
line under actual construction at once.

Mr. FARROW stated that he had
peculiar views regarding this railway
project. The hon. member for Middle-
sex had viewved the scheme in two
lights-from commercial and national

Mr. THoMPsoN.

points of view, and the hon. gentle-
man affirmed, that as a commercial
speculation,it would prove unprofitable.
The .hon. gentleman did not tell
them exactly how he came to that
conclusion; he said the British Colum-
bians were small in number, and that
their total exports only amounted to
$4,000,000. He thought the hon.
member had a stinted idea of the
question. If lie had cast his eye west-
wards and taken in the vast trade of
China and Japan, which would be
attracted by our line, he would have
come to a different conclusion. There
was more to be looked to than the
trade with British Columbia. If by
building the road we could attract the
western trade, amounting to 8200,000,-
000 per annum, in addition to the-
trade of that Province and the local
traffic along the route, it would be a
commercial success. The question
of interest had been adverted to, but
the experience of the Americans,
should in a great measure guide us in
that respect. After an exhaustive
war which entailed an enormous debt,
theybuilt two Pacifie railways, and were
conteiplating the construction of a
third. What was the use of those
squeamish ideas which had been enun-
ciated; they were belittling to the in-
dividuals who gave them utterance as
well as the people who listened to
them and the country ? People talked
glibly about this undertaking, about
its grand results, and then added " But
are you willing to pay for it." We
had a Minister of Justice, who with
clenched fists and'the gestures of an
orator, pounded the desk and asked
" Are you willing to be taxed for it,"
and the poor farmers began to squirm
under it, and not understanding the
question, took all the hon. gentleman
said for gospel, and swallowed it down
as a gilded pill. But this was not a
fair argument. What was the original
proposition to build the road? An hon-
orable conpany was formed, pledged
to its construction *for a certain
amount of money and a certain quan-
tity of land, and there was to be no in-
crease in the taxation. It could be
built even yet on this principle, al-
though the plan was dishonourably
allowed to fall through. We had the
land and the money yet, and could
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build it without increasing the taxa-
tion. The delay in th, construction of
the railway was not only an injustice
to British Columbia but to ourselves.
Our young men were leaving the
country to settle in the United States.
We had better lands and could offer
better inducementa if we would only
push this road into Saskatchewan Val-
ley; but our Government had not shown
statesmanship equal to the occasion.
They were spending millions on the
Georgian Bay and Pembina Branches,
for which there was no press-
ing need. We ought to try and
keep our citizens in the coun-
try, and with this object we should
build the road fron the head of Lake
Superior right through to Fort Garry,
and on into the fertile Saskatchewan.
How long were we to wait for this,
and see the public money thrown
away on surveys ? The Great
Western had set the Government
a good example by building a
railway 70 miles in length in nine
months, at a cost of $1,000,000. It
was known that the United States
looked with a covetous eye on British
Columbia; they had their agents in the
country, who would gladly report the
dissatisfaction which prevailed. We
ought to remove the cause of this dis-
satisfaction. The people were the most
patient people in the world. They
had suffered greatly, and were willing
to suffer yet if the Government would
only bestir themselves and proceed
with the railway. The people were
not afraid of the taxation. There was
ground for the belief that it could be
constructed without any increase in our
burdens.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that when the
question of a Pacifie Railroad was first
discussed in this House, so far as he
knew ever1 speaker admitted its value
as a means of colonizing the North-
West. There were those who doubted
its value for the carriage of the pro-
duce of China and Japan, and who
hesitated at the great cost it was pre-
aumed the British Columbia section
would entail, yet upon the point of
its value as a colonization road all
were united. The value of the posses-
sion we had acquired in the North-
West was just beginning to be appre-
ciated, and when the first data shewed

that we now had in the Dominion of
Canada a larger wheat growing area
than was possessed in the United
States, a natural desire w as felt to
people these fertile valleys with the
surplus population of the Old World,
and entering fairly with the United
States into competion, deviate at least
a portion of that stream of immigra-
tion which was naking our neighbours
so powerful and wealthy. The Govern-
ment of the day wisely followed the
liberal policy of the United States in
the matter of homesteads-It even did
more. It passed such laws as regards
citizenship and holding of these home-
steads, as enabled our emigration agents
to offer more inducements to the in-
tending emigrant than could possibly
be offered from the United States. We
had the land, hundreds of thousands of
acres of the best on this continent,
possibly the best in the world.
We had the prairies different from
these of the Western States only in
the fact that a very much greater
portion of their surfaee was covered
with wood, and we lacked only one
thing - a means of communication.
The time had passed when settlement
meant the slow and toilsome cutting of
waggon roads through timbered coun-
tries as a mneans of access to the
scene of settlement. The colonization
Railroads of the United States had
changed all that. Preceding instead
of following the settler they were to
lighten his burdens and render easy
the task which enabled bim to write
to Fatherland that in a year or at most
two, he was enjoying the fruits of
what the most scientifie tillage in older
and worn out lands could not give him,
and to urge tlose with whom he lad
been assoeiated in poverty to cone and
join him in plenty.

We needed communication. The fer-
tile valleys of the Assiniboine and the
Red River were three hundred and
fifty miles fron Lake Superior. The
problem of the profitable growing of
the cereals was sufficiently solved by
the fact that wheat could be drawn
five hundred miles by rail from Chi-
cago at a profit ; and Thunder Bay, as
near tide water as the head of Lake
Michigan, might yet become as great
a depot for these grains as that place.
The Canada Pacifie Railroad solved the
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question of ingress and egress. When
finished from Lake Superior to Red
River we could send in the immigrants
to that country and transport its pro-
duce with the same ease with whieh
these services were being rendered
by the western American Railroads.
It was clear then that this portion of
the Canada Pacific Railroad was to be
the most important, and in view of this
fact, he could not understand the action
of the Government in regard to it.
Last year in the House the Government
polieywas announced to be,short lines of
rail at the ends, to connect the western
water stretches that intervened with
Lake Superior and the Red River, but
condemnation of any such scheme lad
so often met it both in and out of the
louse that the Giovernment were now
compelled to urge that they
would only use the water
stretches till an all rail route
could be conveniently bu-lt. Again
it was urged against the exten-
sion of the railway West of Red
River, that we had in that country a
magnificent stream, the Saskatchewan,
upon whose bosom the eominerce of a
nation inight sail, and it was in sueh
expectations as these that he (Mr.
Schultz), saw the danger of delay
in the first place, and the enormous
expenditure of mnoney useless in
the second. The Saskatchewan River
and Lake Winnepeg cou ld no more do
Lhe work of a colonization railway to
the West than the mixed land and
water, or what the hon. nember for
Marquette, had aptly termed the
"amphibious route," could take the
place of the through rail communica-
tion from Thunder Bay to Red River.
These views were utterly fallacious,
and any attempt to economize their
water stretches or the river referred to,
would only delay the building of the
road, cause a useless expenditure and
damage to the whole country, to an
incalculable extent. Let the road be
completed between Thunder Bay and
Red River. Let enoughi of the line
West of this be built to satisfy the
immediate wants of the settlers there,
and then, and not till then, let the
enormous ainounts be voted for other.
parts which were conceded to be less
important and often eondemned as
useless. The House had voted last

Mr. SCHULTZ.

Session five millions for the British
Columbia section, and seven millions
for the Foster contract,while the net re-
sult of a year's work in the line between
Lake Superior and Red River seems
to be about twenty miles of grading at
each end.

Westward the star of empire is
said to take its way, but ours seemed
to move ir. that direction very slowly,
in fact seemed likely to come to a full
stop at the western boundary of On-
tario somwhere about Shebandowan.

In the matter of the Pembina branch
of the Canada Pacifie Railway he felt
that the Government were in error in
not completing it, as that would, in his
opinion, have the effect of inducing the
Americans to make the connection
with it. which is only broken by about
forty miles, and in any case is needed
for Provincial traffic and settlement.
He thought also that the line from
Winnipeg to the crossing of the Canada
Pacifie should be completed, and that
it would be found, when all arguments
were dispassionately weighed, that the
true course was to cross with this
branch at Winnipeg, and effect a junc-
tion with the Canada Pacifie on the
west side of the Red River. It had
been found that it was only half a mile
longer to do this. The City Council
had made a most generous offer as re-
gards the railway bridge, and the feel-
ings of those who had been so disap-
pointed by the moving of the main line
should be consulted in this matter.

In conclhsion he (Mr. Schultz) could
only say that, without a railroad, Can-
ada would be better without the North-
west, for the money spent in its pur-
chase, in subduing its rebellion, and in
establishing and maintaining its gov-
ernment, was simply thrown away,
without the Dominion was in a position
te expect that return which a rapid in-
crease of population would cause, and
which could only be obtained by the
immediate construction of at least this
portion of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said lie thought
the hon. Minister of Public Works
would hardly expect the Committee to
carry this item without further explan-
ation. The item they were asked to
vote was $2,810,000 for the Pacifie
Railwav. -He turned to the next page

Supply.(COMMONS.)



Supply. 1085

and found what that anount com-
prised. The first item was the tele-
graph line and construction of railway,
$410,000; then steel rails and fasten-
ings, $2,000,000, voted in 1875-'76, and
nothing asked in the present year.
The Committee would remember that
the hon. gentleman had stated a year
ago that the purchase of steel rails and
fastenings for the Pacifie Railway in-
volved an expenditure of $2,665,000;
and now he asked the hon. gentleman
to explain why, as there were only
$2,0000,00 voted for that service last
year, the balance was not refund-
ed at the present time, although the
contracts were laid on the table last
year to the amount of $2,665,000 ?

Then he came to the Pembina
Branch, $100,000. It had been ex-
piained that it was intended to go on
on with the work from Winnipeg down
to the junction at Selkirk. But the
item which required explanation was
the Georgian Bay Branch, $1,000,000,
to be voted at the present time. A year
ago they had laid on the table of the
House a contract with Mr. Foster
for the construction of the Georgian
Bay Branch, and providing for certain
payments under that contract. That
contract had been cancelled, and the
Hon. Minister of Public Works had
not offered to the Committee a single
word of explanation as to how the
Government proposed to deal with the
subject; whether it was proposed to
enter into a new contract, or on what
understanding he asked this Commit-
tee Io vote a million of dollars, to carry
out a contract which the Government
had announced to the House had been
cancelled. If the Minister of Public
Works asked the Comrrittee to vote
this sum under these circumstances,
he would do what no Minister had
ever done before, and what he hoped
no Minister would do at the present
time. He did not think it could be
considered unreasonable on his part to
ask, after the House had been informed
that this contract had been cancelled
and had the statement of the contractor
that he had been unable to carry it
out, that it was impracticable, and that
the moans provided were inadequate. i
If they were not to get an explanation
their he knew of no possible object in
Parliament being called together, or in

there being a';ked to take into consid-
eration the provision of supplies for
the public service.

He found in the correspondence laid
upon the table ofthe Senate the con trac-
tor was under the necessity of seeking
certain modifications, that it would be
impossible to carry out some of the
stipulations of the contract; a prop osal
was made to substitute twenty-six miles
of navigation for twenty-six miles of
railway; that the proposal of the Gov-
erninent to have constructed ninety
miles of railway over an unsurvoyed
country with certain grades and curves,
was utterly impracticable; it was
found so utterly impossible of fulfil-
ment that the contractor lad not
located a mile of it and that the road
could not be built for the amount of
money proposed by the Governnent.

They had not only proposed to make
a large number of concessions or altera-
tions in this contract, but thev had any
announcement on the part of the
Government that they lad cimcelled
the contract, and lie would ask the
Government how they proposed to
deal with the question. Tliis was a
subject on which they were bound to
give information before the money was
voted.

Hon. Mr. BLA-KE-A Minute in
Council on the sub ject lias been laid on
the table in the other louse, which
shows the disposition of Government,
in the matter.

lion. Mr. TUPPER mentioned that
this lIouse was entitled to the sanie
information. le had not seen the
document referred to.

lon. Mr. MACKENZTE said the
papers had not been asked for, but he
was willing to give all the information
the hon. gentleman desired, and he
would do so when he resuned his seat.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said that as the
hon. gentleman did not intend
to carry the railway through
Sault St. Marie, that portion of the
line would receive the hearty
co-operation of every gentleman on
his side of the House. There was an
tem for $500 000 for expenditure on
the mainland in British Columbia and
he thought they had a right to know
where that money was to be expended.
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Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE said he was
sorry in the first place that the hon.
member for Cumberland should have
feit his explanations were so very un-
satisfactory the other night about the
condition of the road. If they were
unsatisfactory lie could only ascribe it
to what the hon. gentleman frequently
characterized as his (Mir. Mackenzie's)
incapacity. and he felt that an apology
was due to the Committee, as he had
done the best he could. There were
three points on which the hon. gentle-
man demanded explanation speci-
fieally. lIe demanded to know
why they were not asking for
a vote for something they did
not ask for. He did not know the
hon. gentleman was entitled to any
explanation on that point. As far as
they were asking for money they were
bound to state what it was lor. If
they did not put a vote on the estimates
this year it was simply because they
di not want anv more steel rails.
With regard to the Georgian Bay
Branch, he found that the papers gave
a full summary of the official
document. He did not remember the
precise words of his Minute, but he
remembered that sonie modifica-
tions were required which the Depart-
ment did not consider they would be
justified in making without a new con-
tract was entered into after proper
tenders had been put in. The policy
of the Government, then, was to in-
vite new tenders for that branch.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-According to

the proposition of Mr. Foster?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government were not in possession of
information enough to know whether
the precise spot at which they would
terminate at the French River was
Cantin's Bay. It might be further up
or down the river, but they did not feel
in a position to state precisely
without further information what
particular point of the river
they should reach. As soon as
they were able to get that, they pro-
posed to put the work under contract.
The hon. gentleman must remember
also with regard to that million of
dollars, it included payments that
might be made of any subsidy to the
Canada Central. The Government

Ion. Mr. Tuppmr.

had an arrangement with that com-
pany, and they (the company) made
the contract with Mr. Foster. That
obligation had to be met, having been
sanctioned by Parliament in the most
formal manner. A part of this million
was proposed to be expended on this
extension. A. good deal had been said
about this being a link. By stretching a
cord on the map from Montreal to Thun-
der Bay orNepigon,it would be seen this
line lay directly in the route of the
the Pacifie Railway. The Canada
Central formed the straightest possible
way from Portage du Fort and the
Georgian Bay Bran ch formed a contin-
nuation of that line in nearly the same
direction. He did not know the country
between that point on FrenchRiver and
the Pic, but was familiar with the coun-
try from there to Michipicoten. He had
always expressed his anxiety that the
line should go on the south side of
Nipissing. It was unquestionably the
shortest route and traversed the best
country. Whether it passed immedi-
ately south of the lake or at some dis-
tance from it was a matter of no con-
cern, because it would be an exact link
in the line. He had deemed it advis-
able, wise and proper, to have the
country examined along the whole
coast of Lake Superior for some dis-
tance inland, in order to ascertain,
if they found it desirable
or convenient at any time in
the future to have a road built nearer
the lake, coming pretty close to the
Sault, and touching, perhaps, at
Batchewana Bay, perhaps at Michipi-
coten Bay-perhaps at both, perhaps
at neither-to have as perfect know-
ledge of the topography of the country
as possible, not with a view to any
present action (because they did not
anticipate any for some years in that
country) but that they should have all
the information needed at the com-
inand of Parliament. By the Act of
1874 the Government were not required
to submit the contract for the Georgian
Bay Branch to Parliament for ap-
proval. When this contract was made
it was convenient to lay it before the
House, because the Session commenc-
ed soon after. If the Government
should find it convenient to enter into
a new contract before the next meeting
of Parliament, it would be submitted
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in the same manner. If they con
sidered it advisable to go on with the
work before the Session, they would
do so under the statute, withoït con
sulting Parliament as had been donc
before.

With regard to the next part, going
west, the hon. member had expressed
himself satisfied. The Government
proposed before Parliament rose to ask
authority to enter into new arrange-
ments for grading certain portions of
that line on what it was now deter-
mined should be the main line of the
railway. With regard to the $500,000
asked for British Columbia he could
not say how it would be expended.
The Government expected to be able
to have the line located in British
Columbia during the year. It might
be pretty early in the year, and they
might in the course of the twelve
months be able to place it under con-
tract. The contract would have to
be submitted to Parliament, but they
were taking money that might be ex-
pended before the lst of July, 1877,
and if a contract should be entered
into, it would be required before the
end of the financial year. He was
willing to tell anything he knew to tl.e
Committee. They were entitled to it,
and he was quite prepared to give it
even if they were not.

There was one remark of the hon.
member for Yale that bis (Mr. Mac-
kenzie's) information led him to think
was incorrect-that was as to the
length of the Fraser line as
compared with that to the Dean
Channel. The Engineers reported-
and their measurements were almost
exact-the latter to be some miles the
shorter. It was proper, of eourse, to say
the distances on the Fraser route had
not been exactly determined by in-
strumental measurements, and might
be a little shorter or longer than they
had been represented, but the distance
in both cases was believed to be about
the same. The grades of the Fraser
River route were the best of the whole
of the Pacific Road. Some bon. mem-
ber had asked why nothing was said
about the route to Howe Point. The
reason was the route was utterly im-
practicable.

lIon. Mr. TUPPER took exception
te the statement that no explan-

- ation was required to be offered for not
asking for money for certain purposes
in the estimates. The hon. gentleman
was wrong there. He stated a year
ago to the House that he had made
contracts which would require an ap-
propriation of $2,665,000, and the
papers subsequently brought down
showed that that amount would be con-
siderably exceeded for the steel rails
contract. The bon. gentleman said he
would only require a vote of $2,000,000
last year, because he did not expect
more money would be requii ed before
Parliament would meet again. The
bon. gentleman was bound to make
bis statement of last Session agree with
the statement of this Session. There
was a difference of over $500,000 in
the two statements.

With reference to the Georgian Bay
Branch, he (Mr. Tupper) was exceed-
ingly glad to learn it was not the
intention of the Go, ernment to assent
to the propositions made by Mir. Foster,
and that new tenders would be invited.
He could hardly imagine it possible
that the Government would pay Mr.
Foster for such improvements as
would give 26 miles of navigation, two
or three times as much as would be
required to make navigation perfect
up to Lake Nipissing. No explana-
tion had been given to the Ilouse as to
whether no alteration was proposed
in the direction of the Canada Central
extension, the contract made a year
ago having stipulated for the comple-
tion of that work by the first ofJanuary,
1877.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the contract
was made between the company and
the contractor.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said he was
aware of that, but he assumed the pro-
posal of the Government to give a
subsidy of $12,000 per mile to the
Canada Central was not to last forever.
The papers would show, lie believed,
that the work should be completed at
that time in order to entitle them to
the subsidy.

Hon. Mr. BLAK•E-The Order in
Council stated that it should be done to
the satisfaction of the Government.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-That is pre-
cisely the point-the Government re-
quired the company to make a contract
involving the completion of that work.
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Hon. Mr. BLAKE-To their satis-
faction.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-The contract
has been made, and had to be made in
such a manner as to satisfy the Admin-
istration, which bound the contractor to
build the line by the lst of January,
1877. This was now of course impossible;
and ho would like the Minister of Pub-
lice Works to state what modifications
were intended to be made with relation
to the subsidy of the Canada Central ;
also whether the line was to be
changed, as he hoped would be the
case. Instead of Douglas and Burnt
Lake, other points should be chosen.
It should take a northerly direction
to places south and east of Lake Nipis-
sing. The word " near" should be
made to mean it in reality, and not to
signiify 25 or 30 miles from the lake.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
the only object the Government had in
view in the first place in projecting
the construction of the Georgian Bay
Branch, and in subsidising the Canada
Central, was to obtain the most direct
line fron Georgian Bay to Montreal
and Quebec. The contract for the
branch line had been awarded on in-
formation furnished by an engineer of
the Department of Public Works, and
they had no reason to doubt its cor-
rectness. f he discovered that it was
inaccurate, and that a deviation from
the line proposed would be shorter or
better in any way, he would feel bound
in the public interest to adopt this
course.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Great difficul-
ties have been encountered on this line,
have they not?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No, never.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER - Mr. Foster
says so, however.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-But we
do not accept Mr. Foster as an engin-
eering authority at all.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER-Do you ques-
tion his accuracy ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not
bdoubt that Mr. Foster considered his
own statements accurate. His (Mr.
Mackenzie's)information was furnished
by Mr. Ryder-in which Mr. Fleming
entirely concurred-to the effect that

lon. Mr. TLrPPER.

while a grade of 80 feet would be
required for four miles, there -was no
necessity for so severe a generalgradeas
52.80 per mile; this he was bound to
accept. They proposed to act like
sensible men, and in the public inter-
est; the route in question was chosen
simply because it was the shortest, and
because they believed it to be the best.
Their object in every case was to secure
the shortest possible line from French
River to Montreal, connecting with
Canadian roads, either at Por-
tage du Fort or at Ottawa; this could
be accomplished without any trouble
at the former place. without incurring
a more severe grade than 52.80. or one
per hundred.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) regretted that
party feeling should have been per-
mitted in anywise to enter into the
discussion on this subject-one of vast
and general importance-a question,
the solution of which must in any case
be attended with great difficulty-an
undertaking of such magnitude as to
denmrand the cordial co-operation of the
whole country to insure its successful
completion, and which ought therefore
to be regarded wholly outside of party
considerations.
* The people of iM anitoba would be
gratified by the assurance-the reassur-
ance on the part of the Government
that thev intended to carry through,
or rather that they did not propose to
abandon their intention of constructing
an all rail road from Lake Superior to
Manitoba, for he distinctly understood
that their purpose all along was to
complete the road between these two
points with all possible despatch,
merely using the water courses in the
meantime during the progress of the
work, and not substituting them for
any portion of the road-More than
this it would be absurd to demand.

It was admitted on all hands that we
have undertaken an obligation towards
British Columbia to build a railway
through to the Pacifie, and he for one
held that everything that is practic-
able should be done to carry ont this
engagement.

British Columbia, in view of its
great natural resources, abounding, as
it does in mineral wealth, was well
worthy of their best attention and con-
sideration-and although less generally
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known, its agricultural and pastural
capabilities were also of a high order.
He considered that we had cause to
congratulate ourselves on having added
to the Dominion so fair a Pro-
vince, and trusted and believed that
however we might differ on minor
points, the people of British Columbia,
convinced by the determination of
Canada faithfully to fulfil all ber
obligations to the utmost extent that
the resources of the Dominion permit-
ted, would never seek to recede from
Confederation. British Columbia, with
her resources fully developed, would
greatly add to the importance and
prosperity of the Dominion, and the
main question then to be considered
was how far the resources of Canada
would warrant the vigorous prosecution
of this work. And here ho would give
it as his opinion that if it was to be
accomplished at all it must be directly
by the; Government, and not through
the instrumentality of a.Company, as at
one time proposed. The hon. meniber
for Nrth Huron sp oke of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway Company as having
been composed of most honourable
men, well qualified to carry out this
great undertaking, and who would have
accomplished it had tbey not been
interfered with by outside influences.
The gentlemen who composed that
Co apany were doubtless men of the
highest respectability, and some of
them possessed of great wealth, but he
(Mr. Smith) would have asked the
right bon. gentleman from Kingston
had he been in his place to-night, ifthe
gallant knight who presided over that
Company had not, before leaving this
country, misgivings as to the success
of the mission he was about to under-
take, and ho would now ask his hon.
friend from Cumberland, and the other
members of the late Government who
sat near to him, whether within eight
days after the deputation reached Lon-
don, those gentleman were not con-
vinced that it was impossible to procure
the money required on the terms pro-
posed, and in fact that nothing short
of a guarantee from the Government
of interest to some extent on the whole
amount of the bonds could induce
capitalists to embark in the enterprise.
This it must be borne in mind was
before any party influence had been

brought to play, if indeed such had at
all been employed, wbich ho was not
inclined to believeto thwart the scheme.
He had been in England about
that time, and had learned on what ho
believed to be the best authority that
the capitalists with whom the Company
wished to negotiate would not touch
the proposition on any other terms than
a Government guarantee, as just stated.

There was one point more on which
he would like to say a word or two.
The Hon. Prime Minister had stated
that the principal reason for carrying
the railway from the Red River north
of Lake Manitoba to Fort Pelly was to
shorten the distance; but ho hoped
now that the seat of Government for
the North-West Territory was to be
removed to a point some three hundred
miles west and somewhat south of that
first proposed. The hon. gentleman
might see his way to reconsider the
location of this portion of the line so
as to bring it south of Lake Manitoba,
an alteration which would confer a
very great benefit on the Province of
Manitoba, and would command the
approval and hearty thanks of its peo-
ple. He believed that the statement
and explanation of the Premier would
give general satisfaction.

Mr. McCALLUM asked if the hon.
Premier could give any information as
to the fall of snow in that county during
the winter ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
very deep, but not so deep as generally
imagined. He was sorry his bon.
friend had not mentioned this matter
sooner; if he had done so ho would
have procured some facts on the sub-
ject.

Mr. DYMOIND remarked that there
was sone interesting information on
that point in Mr. Fleming's last report.

Hon. Mr. ROBINSON would not
have risen had it not been for a
remark of the bon. member for
Terrebonne in his able speech before
recess. That hon. gentleman had
been accused more than once during
the Session of being the most
extreme man in both polities and re-
ligion of the French Canadian mem-
bers of the House. Addressing himself
to the Hon. Premier, and referring to
the Georgian Bay Branch, the hop.
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gentleman stated that when the in-
terests of the Dominion generally were
concerned, as he thought they were
in this case, he would be liberal,
and if the Hon. First Minister thought
fit to subsidize a road in the interest
of Ontario to connect with that Branch
he would not oppose him. The policy
of the Hon. Premier in the inaugura-
tion of the Georgian Bay Branch was
that it was to be constructed from the
mouth of the French River and extend
eastwards. This policy immediately
excited, attention throughout the
country, or at any rate the Province
of Ontario. Deputations from Toronto
and other cities waited upon the Hon.
First Minister to ascertain whether
in the intersts of Ontario he would
assist a road to join the branch of the
Pacifie Railway. If he recollected
right, the answer given was that it
was incompatible with the public inter-
ests of the Dominion that such an
extension should be made in the
interests of that Province. He wanted
the people to understand that if there
was any illiberality in this matter it did
not come from the French Canadian
members, but from a source from which
they were entitled to expect better
things. It was to lot the people of
Ontario know where the blame rested
in this particular that he rose on
this occasion. What was the policy
ot' the old Government as far as that
province was concerned ? It was said
iat when the road was completed from

the eastwards it would stop at a point
south of Nipissing, and that the
provinces of Quebec and Ontario could
come up to the point by their own
energy and enterprise if they wished
to take advantage of the commerce
which was expected to flow over that
road. But that state of things was
changed. The Hon. Premier had de-
clared it necessary to construct another
road, and the people of Ontario could
-not help asking why they should be
overlooked and a new route for this
commerce be instituted. The inhabit-
ants of that province had done much
towards purchasing and peopling the
North-West, and it was not right that
at the dictum of the present Govern-
ment they should be refused a share in
the advantages of the Georgian Bay
Branch. The colleague of the hon.

Hon. Mr. RoBINsoN.

member for Muskoka had stated some
months ago on his reputation as a gen-
tleinan that the trade of the North-West
would never find its way over the
French River Road supposing it were
built. Why? Because owing to some
change in the line, made by the pre-
sent Government, the Northern and
Midland Railways were as good a
branch of the Pacific Railway. The
road, that gentleman stated, would be
longer than the Midland and not short-
er than the Northern, and that the
commerce of the North-west would
onlv find its way to Toronto by the
present lines. Under these circum-
stances, he did not think the road if
constructed would warrant the expec-
tations of the Hon. Prime Minister.
There were two channels of communi-
cation from the North-west to the
East-one from the Red River country
through Winnipeg to Pembina, open
all the year round, and the Georgian
Bay route which was only open for
about six months in the year. In the
estimation of experienced men we were
about to give $6,000,000 or $7,000,000
for accommodation which was already
furnished by the Midland and the
Northern. Some supporters of the
Government might say that the road in
time would command a good local trade.
Business men of the country would
say if this is a local road let it be built
by local enterprises; why give to it
the money of Ontario in order that the
Government might not only have a
local road there, but by their influence
on the lake, and by their influence in
the construction of this branch compel
trade to go that way in oppositi' n to
existing and competing lines and the
commerce of the country. This was a
question that Ontario would require a
satisfactory answer to. He contended
if the road was constructed this Gov-
ernment ought to be liberal to Ontario,
where they got the money from. He
contended. too, that the Thunder Bay
Branch had a right to commence at
Prince Arthur's Landing instead of
several miles up the Kaministiquia
River.

Mr. COCKBURN (Muskoka) rose
to explain that Mr. Miller had come to
the conclusion before the present Min-
istry came into power that a short
line fron Georgian Bay east to Mon-
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treal was necessary for the accommo-
dation of the traffic of the lakes, and
lie had applied for a charter for the
Huron and Ontario Railway, but he
opposed French River as the terminus,
as he believed it had not a safe har-
bour.

Mr. BOWELL called attention to
the fact that in the correspondence sub-
mitted to the Senate respecting the
Georgian Bay Branch contract, the re-
port of Mr. Shanly did not appear,
although it was referred to in the
Minute in Council.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Mr. Shan-
ly made no report to us.

Mr. BOWELL-It was on that re-
port of Mr. Shanly that Mr. Foster
based his application for better terms,
and that report should be laid before
The House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
knew nothing about it. It was a do-
mestic matter between Mr. Foster and-
Mr. Shanly, who was Mr. Foster's con-
sulting engineer. The paper, he suppos-
ed, was a mere running comment upon
the others. -He recollected Mr. Shanly
reading a paper to him; but whether
he kept it in the department or not he
was not sure. It was a matter of no
consequence, however ; for he pre-
sumed the paper submitted by Mr.
Foster was drawn up by that gentle-
man and his engineer. He had no ob-
jection to the report being brought
down, if there was such a document.

Hon. _Mr. TUPPER said he wished
to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the position the Canada
Central subsidy was placed in, and that
there would be no power as the matter
stood to carry out that subsidy. The
minute in Obuncil provides :-

I That the company shall within one month
from the ratification of this order in Council
by the House of Commons satisfy the Minis-
ter of Public Works that they have entered
into a bona fïde contract or contracts for the
building of the railway, and have provided
sufficient meins with the Government bonus
to secure the completion of the line on or be-
fore the first day c f January, 1877, and also
that the company shall from the date of such
contracts make continuously such progress as
will justify the hope of the completion of the
Une within the time mentioned."

That Minute in Council was rati-
fied by resolution of the Hlouse.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he was
aware of it.

On item $500,O00, Pacific Railway
survey and engineering, in reply to
Mr. Schultz,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
result of the survey of the extension of'
the Pembina Branch line from Winni-
peg North, was that by going direct on
the east side of the river it would
shorten the line a mile and three-
quarters, but by deflecting in towards
Winnipeg it shortened it a mile and a
half, while if they crossed the river at
Winnipeg and continued the line up
the west side it would lengthen the
line two miles.

Mr. BUNSTER wished to know if
they were going to eut off further dis-
cussion on this subject. He for one felt
aggrieved. He deprecated the course
adopted by many members of the
House of continually insulting British
Columbia, and quoted the statement of
the hon. member for Quebec Centre
that the road as proposed to be built
by the late Government would cost
five times $30,000,000. He showed by
reference to the United States Pacifie
Railways that the Canadian railroad
could be built and run profitably.

The rails on this line w-ould last
much longer than on the American
road. The people of Canada should
become alive to the extent of the
interests involved, and to the quan-
tity of trade which was being
diverted from the country, even
though the purchase of the Suez Canal
by that able statesman, Mr. Disraeli.
It was not in our interest that our
public men should depreciate their own
country, or any part of the country;
this was not statesmanlike. The Pro-
vince of British Columbia had been
termed a sea of mountains-this was
not the proper way to consider these
matters.

The hon. member for Middlesex had
stated that the exports of British
Columbia were nil; but on the con-
trary, during the past Sesion, the gold
exported was alone valued at four mil-
lions of dollars, while the shipments of
coal, lumber, fish, &c., had been very
considerable. He regretted the fact
that a portion of the Canadian press
disparaged this province, and remarked
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that the Standard, of London, England,
had declared that Canada should fulfil
the terms of the Treaty, and stated
that Canada was the first British
colony which had repudiated such a
bargain.

The item was passed.
Several items under the heading of

Militia were taken up and passed with-
out discussion.

In this connection Mr. Schultz
desired to say that the reduction of
the forces in Manitoba had deprived
very many worthy offi-.ers of their
occupations. Most of these gentlemen
had faithfully served the Dominion for
six vears, and he desired to know
whether the Government intended to
grant them six months additional pay,
as in the case of the officers affected
by the last reduction ofthe force.

Hon. Mr. VAIL replied th at the Gov-
ernment would be disposed to take the
same favourable view, and would, pro-
bably, grant them six months' addi-
tional pay.

The House adjourned at Two o'olcck.

H1OUSE OF COMMONS.

TiiURSDAY, April 6, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were read the
third ime and passed :-

To remôve doubts under the acts
theiein mentioned respecting the Har-
bour Commissioners of Montreal, and
to amend the saine.

To anend the Railway Statisties
Act.

To amend the Act 38 Victoria, chap-
ter 23, respecting the Northern Rail-
way of Canada.

To amend the Act respecting the
Desjardins Canal.

THE INSOLVENT ACT.

The louse went into Committee of
the Whole on Bill to amend the Insol-
vent Act of 1875-Mr. Laurier in the
Chair.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-With regard to
the remuneration of assignees, of
which complaint had been made that

Mr. BUNSTER.

it was insufficient, proposed in amend-
ment to the 43rd section, the insertion
of the following words :-" The creditors
may, in case in their opinion the
remuneration of the assignee, under
the preceeding part of this section, is
inadequate, at any meeting called for
the purpose, fix such additional remu-
neration, to be paid out of the estate
to the assignee, as they shall think
reasonable."

Mr. BARITHE thought that the
Official Assignees, since they were
appointed by the Government should
be paid by the Government:; and hoped
that the Minister of Justice would con-
sider this matter during recess.

Mr. MACDONALD ( Toronto)
trusted that the entire clause would
be allowed to stand over until next
Session. The remuneration in ques-
tion should not be made so great as to
be burdensome for the creditors. It
might be, under the provision sug-
gested, that there might bc twelve
creditors, one or two of ,whom repre-
sented half the estate in value, yet
their wishes with regard to expense
might be over ruled by the minority,
who would feel it less. He would
prefer a fixed scale, according to which
the assignee might demand remuner-
ation of right.

Mr. YOUNG heartily approved of
the clause, as in the country, underthe
present system, it was generally felt
that assignees were not sufficiently paid
for their services. The increase of 21
per cent. to the 5 per cent. proposed
was desirable.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE explained that
the vote in this relation would be given
not according to numbers, but accord-
ing to the value represented ; if these
coincided, application was to be made
to a Judge.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) looked
with great disfavour on appeals to
Judges, as being extremely tedious.
The law would be perfect in propor-
tion as it was simple and speedy in
its resultaý.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE did not think that
a satisfactory scale could be arranged.

Mr. WORKMAN approved of the
amendment as a step in the right
direction. Ie was also pleased to ob-
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-serve that an Inspector was to begap-
pointed. He hoped that reveral of
these officers would, next year, be ap-
pointed in the interest of the creditors.

Mr. WOOD did not agree with this
suggestion.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) complained
that the remuneration offered in
Winnipeg was too low to secure the
services of good men.

Mr. YOUNG held that at least for
the country districts, the remuneration
in the creditors' interests should be
fixed at 7- per cent.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) urged
that the discretionary was a danger-

iOUs power. During recess all these
matters should receive most careful
consideration, circulars should be sent
to merchants and assignees, and all
possible information in this connection
obtained.

Mr. BARITHE maintained that the
only true remedy for existing defects
was to be obtained by repealing the
whole law.

The amendment being so altered as
to leave the power in question discre-
tionary, with the five per .cent provi-
sion retained, the section was passed.
The Bill was reported with amend-
ieuts whicl were concurred in.

TIE MILITIA.

The ouse went into Comnittee on
Supply, àMr. Ygung in the Chair.

On item, $29,400 to defray salaries
of military branch and district staff,

Mr. BOWELL said he was not a
little gratitied on reading the report of
the Major-General dealing with this
particular branch of the service. When
the Bill was introduced in 1868, he
(Mr. Bowell) took exception to the
clause which provided for the appoint-
ment of so many staff officers, and
moved several amendments which had
the support of hon. gentlemen who
now occupied the Treasury Benches.
At that time he had declared that the
staff was " useless," for which he had
brought down upon himself the con-
demnation of a former Adjutant-Gen-
eral, who went so far as to demand his
(Mr. Bowell's) dismissal from the force
for daring to give expression to such
views in the House. He was the more

gratified, therefore, to find so eminent
a soldier as the present Major-General,
after a couple of years experience in
Canada, using still stronger language
in reference to this staff. Now,did it not
prove that he (#r. Bowell) was right ?
He had hoped when the present Gov-
ernment found themselves in power
they would carry out their profesions
when in Opposition, and reduce this
useless and expensive staff. Every
year the cost of it was increasing. At
the present time, taking the staff in
Ottawa and the outside staff, it cost the
country nearly $100,000. In 1873-4
it amounted to $90,480; it was now
$99,640, showing an increase of about
$9,000, owing to the faet that there
were two or three men to do the work
of one in nearly every office. There
was a reduction of half a million
in the estimates for the militia this
year; but it was not of a permanent
character, being only in clothing, drill
and other items which might be added
again next year. The Major-General
in his report of 1875 drew attention to
the excess in the staff, to which he
would draw the attention of the Ilouse.
In his remarks respecting the staff the
Major-General said:-

"My subsequent experience in Canada has
given me no reason to alter the opinions then
ventured on. I shall very briefly recapitulate
some points, viz: Restriction of District Staff
appointments to 5 years,-allowing re-appoint-
ment of officers of proved qualiication.-&lec-
tion on account of professional qualification,
apart from any claim on account of local con-
nection or influence, Where the latter is ap-
plied, the best material is not always supplied,
and the efficiency of the service suffers. The
wide sphere of Canada requiring intelli-
gent, active, well-informed staff officers in.
whom full professional reliance can be placed.
Partial reduction of brigade staff,. Some of
the districts are overstocked with staff. most of
whom have almost a sinecure for three-fourths
of the year. The distribution also is unequal.

" It is suggested that the brigade staff'should
be absorbed, as vacancies occur, leavng one
Brigade Major to every 3,000 men of the quota
on the active establishment of each Military
District. The noney thus saved might be de-
voted to purposes more advantageous to the
force. It is proposed that no appointments to
the staff, unless in case of re appointments,
should be made without the officer having pre-
viously passed a qualifying examination and
received a certificate of fitness from Head
Quarters. The above reduction would leave
ample and to spare for general purposes, it
would give those left a more active life, and
impress theni with more responsibility. It
wouid! l-ave room for the temporary training
of intigent vo ng oflicers, soldiers at beart,
acting on the brigde staff at camps of exercise.
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Some of the brigade staff have but slight
qualification, and some are unsuited for the
position Two of those could be immnediately
spared without being replaced."

This report was true to the letter.
The Major-General also expressed the
opinion that the men s#buld be recruited
from the rural districts, and added that
the ' decayed gentlemen" were a fail-
ure. The battalions re2ruited from
the rural districts were in ninety-nine
cases out of a 100 the best soldiers that
could be brought into the field. The
late Government had been blamed for
appointing a man who was between
60 and 70 years old, but he (Mr.
Bowell) knew a case where a man be-
tween 60 and 70 was appointed a pay-
master, although he had no claims for
the position other than political, lie
never having been connected with the
volunteer force.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Hfe mar-
shalled his I columns " well.

Mr. BOWELL-Yes, he (the pay-
master) had marshalled the columns
of his newspaper so well in the inter-
est of the Government that he received
the appointment in preference to others
who deserved the position better. It
was that very policy which had been
pursued, not only by this Government,
but by the late one, that had done
more injury to the force than anything
else. It was downright injustice to
those who had spent time and money
in maintaining the dignity of their
positions and keeping of the force to-
gether.

While he thought the claims and
right of volunteer officers should not
be overlooked in the distribution of
these offices, he was not altogether in
accord with the sentiments given ex-
pression to the other night by his hon.
triend the member for Pontiac, that the
office of Major-Gleneral should of neces-
sity be filled by a Canadian born. He
did not believe in the Canada First senti-
ments. Every Canadian was a British
sabject, and entitled to the privileges
of the Empire whether in the army or
navy. He 'was in favour of the
appointment of a man who had served
in the British regular army to the
position of Major-General. He was
decidedly in favour of the appointment
of a Canadian, if one could be found
who had had the necessary experience

Mr. BoWELL.

and obtained the rank required by
statute to fill the office. He desired to
know whether it was the intention of
the Government to fill the vacancies
which existed on the staff, and also
desired information as to whether it
was intended to retain the Doputy
Adjutant General, or reduce the num-
ber of Brigade Majors. He thought
it would add to the efficiency of the
force to reduce this branch of the
service.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said
that he might state at once that
that the policy of tho Government was
to fI no vacancies occurring in the
staff until it was reduced to almost one
half of its present proportions, and
secondly that the positions vacant at
Kingston for some months had not
been filled, and it was not the intention
of the Government to fill them. It
was the intention of the Government
to reduce the staff, and it was a matter
of consideration in what way this
should be done. They were undecided
whether to wait for vacancies or reduce
at once, which was always an
awkward thing to do, as they would
have to dispense with officers who had
been in the service for years, or intro-
duce a measure making some allowance
to those whose services were dis-
pensed with. They thought it well to
take a vote this year without making
any reduction, and reserve for early
consideration the precise mode in
which this reduction could be affected.
That was the settled policy of the
Government. With regard to the em-
ployment of Canadians in the higher
offices of the militia, it was the inten-
tion of the Government when the
Military School was introduced, as
soon as that school furnished the
material required to fI the staff vacan-
cies, they should be furnished from that
material. It was the intention of the
Government, as the school was in-
tended to furnish not merely a thorough
military education, but also a thorough
civil engineering education, that when
there was a larger number of graduates
than was required for the staff
appointments, these officers should
have priority to other depart-
monts of the Civil Service. It was
intended to have a thoroughly trained
body ofgentlemen, thoroughly educated
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in the profession, and capable of doing
field engineering either in fortifications
or other works, so that at amoment's
notice they might be called into active
service if the events of the period
called for action in the field
by a trained body of officers. This
of course would Le a work of some,
years, but they desired to effect the
changes as rapidly as they could, and
at the same time deal consistently with
the parties who had held these posi-
tions up to the present time. Perhaps
eight or ten years might elapse before
a sufficient number of men could be
obtained to fill the vacancies. It
was desirable that the offices in the
various regiments of the force
should be in the hands of those
thoroughly trained for the work; and
it was hopod that the military college
would, in this way, exorcise a beneficial
influence in every department. The
impression was that in this way we
might get a skeleton force. As far as
the higher officers were concerned they
would be selected from among the
young mon of the country who received
a thorough training at the military
schools. A skeleton organization of
this kind would be more easily filled
up after organszation with non-com-
missioned officers, and the rank and
file which might be required for an
emergency. The precise iniumber of
men that might be required, would
be a matter they would reserve for
future consideration, as it was a subject
they were not prepared to speak on
with positiveness at the present
moment. The principal object the
Government had kept in view was the
obtaining of a thorough organization, so
that they could officer the force in the
best possible way, maintain it at the
least possible expense and at the same
time not have anything like a standing
army, but to have the material from
which a really efficient standing army
might in a short time be put in the
field. One of the great defects in the
militia, developed by the Fenian raid,
was that though the companies
were officered by brave mon,
they had not sufficient military
knowledge; and they did not un-
derstand field movements sufficiently,
although they might understand ordi-
nary battalion drill. He had no doubt

that one fact éaused what was very
nearly a serious disaster, and which
was a disaster when the Fenians
crossed the Niagara at Buffalo. That
would be prevented in the future, if
once the scheme the Government had
in view was put into practical effect.
He was very glad to be able to
frankly acknowledge that he had held
the same views as the hon. member for
Hastings, with regard to the numn-
ber of officers on the staff, and
the Government would endeavour to
effect areduction as speedily as possible
-in the first place, by not filling the
vacancies, and possibly in the second
place, by the removal of the least effi-
cient members of the staff.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said ho did
not wish to be misunderstood with re-
spect to the remarks ho had the hon-
our of offering to the Committee, and
which had been adverted to by the
hon. member for Hastings. He did
not take the position of Canada First,
but lie did take the position that Cana-
da should not be held continuotisly in
the back ground. He did not consider
that it was absolutely essential that
the commanding officer of the mailitia
of Canada should be a Canadian, but if
a Canadian of the neeessary rank
could be found ho should not be debar-
red from having the position. He was
morely opposed to discrimination
against Canadians who had seen the
necessary service to entitle them to
the position of Chief of the Canadian
Militia Service.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
hon. member for Hastings had called
attention to the great increase which
had taken taken place between the
years 1874 and 1876-7 in the Militia
Department. If the items of these
years were compared it would be seen
that the increase was statutory and
Parliament had no control over it.

Mr. SCHULTZ said by the reduction
of the force in Manitoba quite a num-
ber of deserving officers would be
thrown out of employment. In the
case of a previous reduction the Gov-
ernment wore liberal enough to grant
them six month's pay. Would
the Hon.Minister of Militia recommend
the same liberality in the present in-
stance.
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Hon. Mr. VAIL s4id it had always
been the policy of the Government to
deal liberally with volunteer officers
when dismissed. The matter had not
yet been discussed but their claims
would be fairly considered.

Mr. BOWELL said the great objec-
tion W the estimates was not the amount
paid to efficient officers at headquar-
ters, but the employment of an exces-
sive number of clerks and messengers.
He believQd if the Hon. Minister of
Militia would give his serious attention
to his department, he could apply the
pruning hook with great advantage to
the finances of the country and the
efficiency of the service.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said lie was some-
what surprised to tind so few hon. gen-
tlemen in the house willing to acknow-
ledge the debt of gratitude we owe to
the volunteer service ; and he was also
surprised that the only one who had
found any fault with the manage-
ment of Militia Department was
an old volunteer officer. That
in the future, we would perhaps
require a Volunteer Force to assist in
the defence of the eountry, no one
could deny ; and that we required sueh
a force at present to aid the authorities
to carry out the law, would be ackiow-
ledged by everybody when he remem-
bered that the Volunteers had been
called out to assist the civil powers in
three provinces, during the last year.
In regard to the small increase in the
expenditure referred to by the hon.
member for Hastings, he thought the
Militia Department was not singular
in that respect. Every public, office in
the country, local and general, had
been obliged to increase its expenditure
within the last three or four years.
Expenses of living had also advanced.
and it was necessary that something
additional should be allowed in order
to enable people to keep up their old
mode of living. A large portion of
the increase could be satisfactorily
accounted for. Since Confederation,
Manitoba, British Columbia and Prince
Edward Island had been included in the
Militia system, which ofc:urse necessi-
tated an increase in the outside staff.
But the following figures would satisfy
tic hon.gentleman thai the present staff

Mr. SCHULTZ.

was not large compared with previous
years when the amount of work devol-
ving upon them was taken into consi-
deration. In 1871, the amount was
$29,140 ; in 1872, $35,440, an increase
of $6,000, consequent on the appoint-
ment of the Inspector of Artillery and
the expenses of the staff of British
Columbia and Manitoba. In 1873, the
amount was $33,740, arising from a
decrease of $1,700 being salary of
Inspector of Artillery transfered to
A and B Battery vote in 1874;
and a decrease of $1,200 salary of
one D. A. G., transferred to the
Civil Branch. The following year the
vote was $35,000, the inerease being
for the salaries of the deputy-adjutant
gencral and paymaster in Prince Ed-
ward Island; and last year the amount
was inereased to the extent of $1,000,
salary of the A.D.C. of the Major-
General. It would thus be seen that
although there was a slight increase
from time to time, it was legitimate,
justifiable under the circumstances, and
could not very well be avoided. The
hon. member for Hastings had referred
to the appointment of an old man some-
where in the vicinity of Ottawa. H1e
presu med the hon. gentleman referred
to the paymaster at Brockville. This
gentleman was somewhat advanced in
years; but lie scarcely considered his
a strictly mlitary appointment-its
duties were more civil than military.
Since lie held office this was the only
appoitLment which had been made out-
side of the militia forces. It was
quite truc the appointmnents should be
conftined as much as possible to the
volunteer officers ; but in this country
there vere not the opportunities for
studying the profession as those trained
in the Imperial service-hence it was
thought for the benefit of the force to
appoint a major-general who had quali-
fied in England. Last yearhe had the
opportunity of learning some little
about our Volunteer system, and he
thought it was working as satisfactorily
as any system which could be intro-
duced ; the Militia officers and rank
and file stand second to none on this
continent.

The House then took recess.
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AFTER RECESS.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

The following Bills were read the third
time, and passed:-

To incorporate the Maritime Sav-
ings and Loan Society.

To incorporate the England and
Canada Mortgage Security Co.

To incorporate the United Empire
Forest Co. (Limited).

COUNTY OF LOTBINIERE.

A Bill, intituled an Act to detach a
certain portion of the County of Lot-
biniere, and to annex it to the County
of Beauce, was read the second time;
and the flouse having gone into Com-
mittee of the Whole, reported it with
an amendment, which was read the
second time, and concurred in.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT.

A Bill, entitled an Act to amend
the Criminal Law, being taken up,

Hon. Mr. ROBINSON explained
that it was intended to empower mini-
cipalities to employ prisoners outside
of the walls of prisons-a privilege
which many experienced in muni-
cipal matters thought would be an
adv'ntage to the conmunity. The
rules and regulations necessary were
to be adopted by the Lieutenant-
Governor in Couinil of eadh Province.
The Dominion Parliament alone could
pass such a measure as this, and he
hoped that its merits were sufficient to
commend itself to the Minister of
Justice, and that receiving the sanction
of that hon. gentleman, it would
become law. He- begged to move the
second reading of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE requested the
hon. gentleman not to press the
matter. The Bill had been introduced
at a late period in the Session, and he
hîad not lad time to make the enquiries
in this connection which he deemed
<esirable. He had already expressed
his views with reference to the criminal
law, and these had commended them-
selves to the sense of the louse. The
circumstances of our Provinces varied;
such a power as would be conferred
by this measure might be adapted to
some of them, but he wished before
making arrangements of this descrip-
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tion, to ascertain by inquiry whether
such a step as was proposed
should be taken. H-le was aware
that in one of the Provinces
not long since, it was the eustom to
send prisoners out in chain gangs, and
he had before him the case of a man,
who having been imrprisoned for a
libel published in a newspaper, had so
been obliged to labour on the roads.-
This he thought would be regarded in
Ontario as a shoeking punishnent un-
der the circumstances. He would re-
flect very seriously on the question
prior to coming to the conclusion that
Lieutenant-Governors should have the
power of franing regulations with
regard to such employment of prison-
ers. Uniformity of practice in this re-
lation was desirable. He was not in a
position to say that this was possible,
and a reasonable time should be allowed,
as the Dominion was an extensive
(ounTry, to pursue the requisite inves-
tigations regarding this matter. le
hoped that this was sufficient to justity
the request he made.

The Bill was withdrawn.

THE ICE BRIDGE AT QUEBEC.

Mr. LAN(GLOIS moved the second
reading of Bill to prevent persons
fiom breaking up the ice bridgc
between Quebec and Lévis. le
said the object of the Bill was
to prevent steam boats from destroy-
ing the bridge which formed every
winter. This nieasure was asked for
by the people of Quebece and Lévis and
neighbouring country.

Mr. CURRIER said it seemed to
him a most extraordinary thing to
pass a law to prevent steamboats run-
ning up and down the river.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thought the
Government should deal with this mat-
ter. It would be a great calamity to
cut off communication between Que-
bec and Lévis at any season of the
year, by legislation of this kind. The
Bill was dangerous in its character,
and if necessary at all should be dealt
with by the Government.

Mr. PELLETIER said he had no
doubt that the hon. member for North-
umberland took a great iàterest in
the City of Quebee, but was surprised
that representing a constituency so
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far from Quebec, and there being in
the llouse so many members repre-
senting counties near the City of Que-
bec, he (Mr. Mitchell) was alone to
oppose the Bill. All the members of
the district of Quebec knew the ad-
vantage of this Bill, and Le was sure no
one would oppose it. The Board of
Trade and the shipping interests of
Quebec were in favour of the Bill.
Telegrans had been received to-day to
that effect. The population of the
two cities of Quebec and Lévis de-
sired very much the passing of the Bill,
wbich was opposed only by the com-
pany owning steamboats which were
brcaking the ice bridge every winter.
De hoped that the House would consi-
der the Bill in the interest of trade and
commerce, and pass it without oppo-
sition.

Mr. KIILLAM said the Bill was a
step backward. It was quite on a par
with opposition to machinery. H1e
hoped the Government would not per-
mit such a Bill to pass.

At this point Mr. Speaker announced
that the bour for Private Bills had ex-
pired, and Governmient Orders had
precedence.

TIE MILITIA.

The Iouse resumed considera-
tion ot the estimates for Militia
purposes in Committee of Supply.

Mr. BOWELL said when the House
rose at six le was expressing his sur-
prise at the line of deftence which had
been set up by the Minister of Militia.
le (Mr. Bowell) would like to
know what complimenting the volun-
teers on their efficiency had to do
with an overstocked staff and the
outside service. lie was very glad that
the Government had determined upon
a policy which they Lad advocated
cd iii the past, when they were in
Opposition. It would meet with the
approval of everyone who had paid
attention to the subject. The Minister
of Militia would find ample room for
retrenchment in his own department.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL complimented
the Government on having made such
a large reduction in this estimate. He
entirely approved of the policy
announced by the Premier on this
subject and believed it would be satis-

Mr. PELLETIER.

factory to the public. It was necessary
to maintain some volunteer force for
the purpose of meeting emergencies
that inight arise at any time in the
country.

He did not agree with the hon. gentle-
man that the absence of any expres-
sion in relation to the volunteers was
a mark of disapproval. He did not
think that the time for praising the
volunteers was when the militia esti-
mates came up. The volunteers did
not demand any fulsome expression of
opinion from members of Parliament ;
their services to the country spoke for
themselves. What the country wanted
was that the skeleton of a force should
be maintained, round w-hich, when the
time came, a strong form could be
built. The people would always be
ready to come forward in defence of
Canada when required. 11e had never
been in favour of military colleges, but
he thought the suggestion of the hon.
Premier, with reference to the Kings-
ton School, was a good one. It was
perfectly right that a young man who
did Aot find an opening in the military
profession should receive the first
nomination for the civil engineering
service.

Mr». ROSS (Middlesex) said no item
was voted with more reluctance than
this under discussion. le did not say
this because the people had not suffi-
cient military spirit to defend the
country in a case of emergency, but
such was the feeling of security at the
present time that this expenditure
seemed in a great measure to no pur-
p ose. He wished to urge upon the
Hon. Minister of Militia the necessity
of following out the line indicated by
the Hon. Premier-the reduction of the
militia estimates as fast as possible.
There was a peculiar anomaly in the
reduction of the pay of the volunteer
officers, and the maintenance of the
full staff; and had it not been for
the explanations of the lon. First
Minister the item would be very re-
luctantly voted. Since Confederation
$9,321,654 had been expended on
military service, and of that sum, so
far as practical service to the country
was concerned, the amount expended
was $2,985,682. The only object for
which the service was established that
he could see was to train our young men
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for military service, and if the money
was expended in any other way there
was to his mind a large waste of the
public funds without the necessary
results being secured. Take the case
of the estimates of this year. They
would notice that the Civil Service
Department of the service was to be in
full blast, with twenty-seven officials,
Deputy Adjutant-Genierals, Brigade
Majors, and Paymasters, and all for
what ? Not that we should drill a
large number of volunteers, but in
order to keep up an organization which
this year would accoiplish practically
nothing. 11e understood there was to
be no camp drill, and little or no
battalion drill, but we were to expend
a large amoun t of money for the pur-
pose of keeping up the organization.
He admitted that the organization
must be sustained perhaps for some
time to come, but he would like to sec
the Minister of Militia exercise a little
vigour in the management of the depart-
ment to the extent of dispensing as
speedily as possible with useless and
unnecessary officers. le did not sec
why we should have ]Deputy Adjutant
Generals, Brigade Majors and Pay-
masters for the management of a force
which did not exist. If this staff was
to be maintained for the interest of the
force well and good, but le't the organ-
ization be put upon another basis so
that we might realize more practical
benefit. The lon. Minister of Militia
had referred to what appeared to his
mind to be a lack of enthusiasm in
Canada in regard to the Volunteer
system. In Ontario sufficient enthusi-
asm existed. In 1866 when orders
were issued for 12,000 men, 20,000
offered, more than seemed to be neces-
sary under the circumstan ces; and the
House would remember how readily
voluntary contributions were muade in
the large cities and towns for the main-
tenance of the families of the volun-
teers and ti make up any loss they
might incur through the service. The
monument to the fallen at Ridgeway
was also another proof that the people
symnathised with those who suffered in
the service. The general feeling in
Ontario was this-that if we were to
expend a large sum for the mainten-
ance of a military force, it should be in
a different channel than the expendi-

7 6

ture of the last few years. Every one
who had noticed the recent modes of
warfare would understanid that military
trainingwas tending almost en tirely in
the direction of rifle practice, and that
was the most difficult par t of the
routine. Our clever Canadian youiths
could learn camp and battalion drills
in 10 or 12 days, but rifle practice
equired great care and experience. If

our service was organized in such a
way as to have less camp drill and
more of this modern essential, it would
be made more effective; and if the
hon. Miaister of Militia would take
into careful consideration the whole
military system of the Dominion as
well as the systems of other countries
and the modern methods of warfare, he
would render national service to the
country in the reduction of expenses
and secure a higher degree of efficieney.

Mr. BROWN thought all the money
we had expended was amply repaid
for the good service the volunteers did
in 1864 and 1866. The service was
pretty well reduced just now, and il
should have every assistance to render
it efficient and useful. le thought the
staff had done its duty weil and fnirly,
but it might be that its cost was lai ger
than necessary. Under the old Militia
Act the duties at Ottawa here were
performed by Col. Powers at a nuch
less expense than at present. le did
not agree with the manner in which
the reduction was proposed. If we
were to economise at all we had better
give leave of a bsence to the Major Gen-
eral, suspend the district staffs through-
out the Dominion and relieve the vol-
unteers from faurther service for a year
at least.

Mr. McCALLUM said the objection
had always been against what was
believed to be an excessive and expen-
sive staff both at Ottawa and in the
outside service. Those at Ottawa were
the locusts eating up the public money,
and the grasshoppers were those of the
outside service. He thought the
money expended for drilling young
men was well applied. In discussing-
the merits of this question we should
consider the number of men in the
country who had been trained to the
use of arms. Everyone of those, ifthe.
safety of the country demanded it,
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would 'come forward, and then we
would experience the benefit of money
expended in past years in this respect.
The objection to the staff items had
always been because it was believed
that the men who really did the work
got little, while the large staff absorbed
the money. It was time thatthis was
stopped.

Mr. HIGINBOTHAM was sur-
prised ut the severe criticism of his
hon. friend from Hastings, who he
was sure must acknowledge the success
of our Volunteer service. The Hon.
Minister of Militia had regretted the
few persons who had raised their
voices in support of the force. That
was not because the people did not
take sufficient interest in it; he believ-
cd it occupied a warm place in the
affection of the country, and was
quite sure that the past success of the
volunteers would never be forgotten.
The hon. member for Middlesex had
stated that rifle practice w-as only
necessary for the efficiency of the
force. le admitted that it was an im-
portant requisite, but eamp and battal-
ion drill were extremely useful in
instructing the offleers in field duties.
There was no tine when tie volunteer
force had received more attention, fair
plav and encouragement than during
the three years of the present goverii-
ment. le had been connected with
the force and knew the difficulties
they had to contend with. At tirst
they struggled for existence, but the
last few years the volunteers had
been encouraged, and were in a stato
of efficiency. The hon. inember for
Hastings appeared to think that the
sooner the staff was reduced the
better. He differed froi the hon.
gentleman, and believed the better
plan would be to reduce the number of
men and sustain the staff in its entirety,
because it was an easy matter to form
companies if we onfly had the means of
officering them.

le could not approve of a general
reduction of the forcte. The small
ainount placed in the estimates he
1 o4>nusidered insufficient to provide for
the expenditure attending the aninual
drills. The position of Brigade Ma-
i or Adjutant Generail might be abol-

i shed, b ut a sufficient staff should by aill
maeans be keptup;--and the'volunteers

Mr. McCALLUTI.

should be called out for drill, once
every two or three years, at least, if
it was not intended to do so yearly.

Mr. ORTON also agreed that one of
the positions mentioned might proper-
ly be abolished. Great complaint had
been made, and he believed very fre-
quently with some reason, concerning
the manner in which the arms were
kept. Captains of companies might
easily keep surveillance over these as
well as over accoutrements. He
thought that as reductions -were being
effected in this regard, the item of $125,-
000 for the annual drills might also be
dropped, as it could not meet the ex-
pens - attendant on brigade or battalion
drill, and company drill was consider-
cd to be of very little use. If retained,
it would have another injurious effect:
-if the volunteers were inadequately
paid, it would create a great deal of
dissatisfaction in the force and do
more harm than good. Volunteering
might be encouraged under a different
system. We possessed large tracts of
land at present, of which volunteers in
the great North-West, and men who
had creditably served in the force for
five years, residing in this country
duringr the whole of such period, might
receive grants each of 100 acres. This
would be an inducement for joining,
and a better Class of volunteers would
thereby be obtained. Great complaint
was made in some parts of the charac-
ter of the men, and he had heard that
it had been the custoni of Americans
in some quarters to corne over, perform
the dril], receive the money, and then
return to the otherside of the river.
Medals might also be awarded to men
who served the term of tive years. It
was well known thatif it had not been
for the disinterested exertions of
offleers and men in the past, it would
bave been almost impossible to have
kept up the system at all, and that the
country should recognize those services
by grants of some of our lands in the
North-West, or by the distribution of
honorary medals.

Mr. GORDON quite agreed with
the hon. member for Middlesex re-
garding the expenditure of money on
the force; and believed that in many
instances the money spent in connec-
tion with annual drills had been badly
expended, as the ranks were frequent-
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ly tilled with lads to make up the
required numbers. He agreed also
with the hon. member for Middlesex
that it was especially desirable to
encourage proficiency in rifle shooting,
for which purpose medals might be
offered to be shot for by companies.
Liberv 1 prizes should further be extend-
ed to country associations.

Mr. PLUMB, judging from the
estimates, presumed that the usual
annual drills were not to take place
during the present year. H1e required
a small appropriation in order to ensure
the preservation from destruction of
the barracks in his constituency; a very
small amount would be required for the
purpose. He was very glad to hear
the hon. the First Minister say that
it was intended to create the
officers of the militia from the
young men who studied at the
Military Colleges. He was in hopes
that the policy of the Government
would have been to have offered some
inducement to these young men, some-
thing such as was given to the students
at West Point Academy. There they
were given a salary of $30 a month,
which was credited to them, and their
clothing and their expenses w ere charg-
ed at the lowest possible rate. This sum
was sufficient with proper economy to
pay their expenses, and after they left
the academy, they received an appoint-
ment in the army. The usefulnessofthis
institution was exhibited in the great
American conflict. All the men who
caine into prominence in the northern
or southern army graduated at
West Point. Many*of these gentlemen
served also in the civil service of the
country. He trusted if it were found
as ho thought it would be found, that
not sufficient inducements were offered
to students, the Government would
supplement the advantages by giving
some moderate sum which would
support them in a humble way. There
was every reason in the world why
they should secure the best possible
talent in the formation of a skeleton
army, and he thought the indications
were that it would not be successful,
unless the Government offered some
further iiducements.

Hon. 1r. LANGEVIN did not
think a military college would be suc-
cessful at once, but he hoped that it

would be sufficiently successful to
induce the Government to persist in
their course and better that system.
It had been suggested during the
debate that there should be no office
in the militia service that should be
elosed to the young men from the
Military College, but thev would find
that besides the theoretical knowledge
that the young men obtained, practical
knowledge in the regular army would
be required to fill the higher offices in
the Military service. The Govern-
ment, however, might find it necessary
to select a number of the most able
men to undergo the practical training
which could not be obtained in a
military college, and which must be ac-
quired in the European States. Without
going further into tbis subject he would
ask the Minister of iMilitia, whether
on concurrence lie would be able to
give the number of Militia miei that
were at that tine enrolled in the
different Provinces of the Dominiion.
le regarded it as necessary to obtain
this information, in order that they
migit ascertain if each Province fur-
nished a sufficient quota of men iii
proportion to the population.

H n. Mr. POPE did not agree with
the remarks that bad been made, that
this appropriation might have been
left out altogether. le thought we,
as a part of the British Empire, ought
to ho prepared to do something for
ourselves. He did not believe the
money appropriated was one dollar too
much, and he was sure it was endorsed
by the whole of the pefle e the
country. He desired to see the volun-
teers better paid and the staff reduced
to the lowest rate possible, whieb he
thought cost too much. He was of
opinion that every attention should be
given to the company drill, as the men
well up in this drill could easily be
prel)ared for the field.

lon. Mr. VAIL said in 1873 the
whole enrolled militia from 18 to 60
years of age was:- -Ontario, 352,145;
Quebec, 236,285; Nova Scotia, 84,746,
and New Brunswick 65,805; total 739,-
981. The quota for each Province
was :-Ontario, 19,437; Quebec, 11,-
691; New Brunswick, 3,264; Nova
Scotia, 4,284; Manitoba, 696; British
Columbia, 194; Prince Edward Island,
694; total 40,260.
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN wished to
know whether the whole 40,000 would
be drilled, or only a certain portion of
them, or whether the number of days
for drill would be diminished in pro-
portion to the reduction of the vote.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said only 28,845 had
been drilied out of the 40,000, with an
appropriation of $375,000. It was
evident the same number could not be
drilled this year with only one-third as
large an appropriation.

Mr. ORTON said the House should
know how that $125,000 was to be ex-
pended.

Hon. MUr. CARTWRIGHT said it
was not always conveilient to explain
how a vote like this would be expended.
It was well to provide againàt contin-
gencies that the experience of the last
four or five years had shown were
likely to arise at any time in this
country.

Mr. BOWELL said it was evident
the Government had no policy. They
did not know whether they intended
to drill any ofthe men or not.

Hion. Mr. POPE said the Govern-
ment would not condescend to tell the
louse what their poliey was, if they

had any; but they had the audacity to
ask for this large sum without a word
of explanation. The House had a
right to know whether the men wero
to bc drilled or not.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it was
verydesirable the louse should know
what the Government intended to do
with this money. The volunteers
would like to know whether they were
likely to be called out for drill this
year as usual. He supposed it was
not the intention of the Government
to do so. If so, Le approved of that
policy for this year. If, however,
it was intended to drill any of the
force this year, he hoped they would
not be exercised at their head-quar-
ters. The companies that should be
most drilled were those in cities and
towns where the services of a trained
force were sometimes required. The
force in large centres of population
should be kept together, and drilled,
and the money so expended would
be well spent. If this was the in-
tention of the Government it would
be well to let the louse knpw.

Hon. Mr. VAIL.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE explained
that the entry in connection with the
item explained precisely how the
6125,0 was to be spent. The Gov-
ernment could not, however, be
required to state precisely what bat-
talions were to be called out, for this
was a matter reserved for the Admin-
tration to decide. In all cases they
could spend more than was voted, but
they could not communicate minute
details concerning their arrangements.
The hon gentlemen who had last
spoken knew perfectly well that they
should not have put the questions they
had asked.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL held that the
Premier had gone back on the prin-
ciples which the hon. gentleman had
professed while in Opposition. The
hon. gentleman would not at that time
have been satisfied with the statements
now made to the Hfouse. -He thought
that his friend from Compton was quite
correct in maintaining that so far as
they could judge of the declarations of
the Hon. Minister of Militia, no definite
policy had been arranged. The Premier
said that tbis vote was entirely for
drilling purposes, and the Finance
Minister that it might be utilised for
any contingency that might arise.
The House as a constitutional Parlia-
ment had a righ t to know precisely the
conditions on which this vote was
asked, and the calculations on which it
was based, as the money belonged
to the people of this country. The
hon. gentleman had either forgotton,
or was ignoring the principles which
he (Mr. Mackenzie) once enunciated
on the floor of the House. le entirely
approved of the Government's policy
in this relation; it was a step in the
right direction ; and in consequence,
he was willing to vote for the
item, even though the explanations
which should have been given were
not offered.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE repliedthat
ho was sure, when in opposition
he had nover asked .for any such de-
tails as were now requested by hon.
gentlemen. He had then, in the
interest of the men only urged that
they should be paid better ; also that
if more of the money granted had
been spent on drill, and less for other
purposes, it would have been botter.
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lon. Mr. MITCHELL-There we
agree.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Min-
ister of Militia had stated that 28,800
men, out of the 40,000 were drilled.
The report of the Department was
before the House. If one-third of the
amount voted last year was asked for,
it follows that eiiher one-third of the
28,000 odd would be drilled if paid at
the same rate, or that two-thirds would
be drilled if the time were reduc'ed
one-half.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-The hon.
gentlemen may change their policy?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No change
whatever would be made. It was quite
open for the Government under the
law to fix the number of days for drill
and the number of men to be drilled,
and to decide whether it should be by
battalions or in brigades.

lon. Mr. M[TCHIELL-That is the
information we would like to have.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-That in-
formation has been given.

Hon. Mr. MITCEILL-I do not
think that I heard it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I am cer-
tain that I heard it.

Hon. Mr. POPE stated that he and
hon. gentlemen had vainly endeavoured
to elicit information from the Minister
of Militia, who they discovered knew
nothing of the matter at issue. He had
then appealed to the Finance Minister,
who explained that the Government
might do one thing, and again, that
they might take another course; it
seemed to depend altogother which way
the wind blew. Next up jumped the
First Minister to state that it was
-perfectly ridiculous for hon. gentle-
men to make these enquiries, as they
ought to be satisfied with the informa-
tion obtained. When the hon. gentle-
man was in Opposition, he (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) would not have been satisfied
-with the explanations made.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK did not desire
-to learn the minutiS of departmental
arrangements, but ho certainly thought
that the -House was entitled to more

Information than they had obtained re-
garding the intentions of the Govern-

unent; they should know whether one- 1

third of the force was to be drilled ' for
the usual time, or whether the whole
force was to be drilled for one-third of
this period.

Hon. Mr. VAIL could not under-
stand why so much more information
was now required than had been de-
manded during previous Sessions. The
item was simply reduced from $375,-
000 to $125,000-one-third the sum
expended when the late Government
was in power. After the louse was
prorogued a report was made by
the Adjutant General or the General
in command to the Minister of Militia,
who submitted to the Govei-irniment his
recommnendations, which lad to be ap-
proved of by an Order in Couneil be-
fore they could go into force. It was
then arranged how many mon were to
be drilled ; where this would take
place; and whether it would be per-
formed in battalions or iii brigades.
These were mere regulations, whîieh
the Governîment couild change from
time to time as they pleased.

Hon. Mr. MITCH ELL stated that
information in question had always
been demanded by the Opposition,
when the Government, of which
he had been a memlbor, was in
power; and had always been given
by the late lamented Sir George
Cartier, who was ever prepared to do
one of two things.

The late Governmnent were always
ready to state the settled policy of' the
Department frankly, but his hon.
friend opposite was niot prepared to
taze that course.

Hion. Mr. LANG-EV[N said it was
proper that the Committee shoald be
informed as to the quota that would be
required this year, whether it was
intended to follow the rule laid down
last year, and whether the militia
would be taken from ono or two Pro-
vmnces.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZ[E-The quota
will be distributed as nearly as possible
all over the country. The hon. gentle-
man might take that for granted.

Mr. SCRIVER did not think it de-
volved on the Dominion to provide
police forces for the cities. He thought
it was of much greater importance
that the volunteers on the frontier
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should be encouraged to keep up their
organizations, and he hoped that a por-
fion of this money would be devoted to
the drilling of country battalions.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said that he
had only recommended the expenditure
of a portion of the appropriation in
drilling the men in large centres.

The item was carried.

IMMIGRATION AND QUARANTINE.

On item No. 55, appropriating
$120,150 for immigration and quaran-
tine,

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that
the Minister of Agriculture desired to
have a vote that would enable him to
take precautions against the introduc-
tion of contagious diseases among ani-
mals. He, therefore, moved that after
the words " to meet expenses of fur-
ther precautionary mensures for the
public health" that the wvords " for the
prevention of disease among animals,"
be inserted. They did not desire to
increase the vote for this purpose,
which was $20,000.

The motion was carried.
Hon. Mr. POPE-We are not

expected to pass this vote without an
explanation.

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
in the negative, and proceeded to ex-
plain the salaries of a few enigration
agents and employés had been iii-
ci eased.

lon. Mr. POPE asked what was the
policy of the Governnent with respect
to the change in the Agent-General's
office.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that
the appointment of an Agent-General
was only an experiment, and it had
become quite evident that it was not
desirable to keep up that agency in
the sane expensive manner in which
it was being conducted, therefore they
decided to discontinue the office and
reduce the expense in that regard as
much as they possibly could. Mr.
Jenkins on finding the reduction had
taken place probably did not deem it
worth his while to continue in that
position, and le accordingly tendered
his resignation. He was not aware
that there was any other information
to be given on this subject.

Mr. SCrIVER.

Mr. BOWELL thought the only re-
duction in the department was the
abolition of the services of the Agent-
Greneral. Did he understand the office
was kept up in its entirety less the
Mr. Jenkin s office?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
office under Mi. Jenkin's supervision
had swollen to somewhat . larger pro-
portions than usual. Of course in con-
nection with the office there were
agents for the other Provinces, but
moreover, Mr. Jenkins, in addition to
his duties as emigration agent, con-
ducted certain minor matters for other
branches of the Government, which
the new agent would not have to per-
form. In this connection he incurred
additional expenses, and bis charges
were considerably larger than it was
intended the new officer shculd incur.

lHon. Mr. MITCHELL asked whe-
ther the diseontinuance of Mr. Jen-
kins was solely for the purpose of
economy? Was it not a fact that his
appointment was an entire failure, and
that he got above his business and
rather beyond the control of the Gov-
ernment in Canada ?

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said Mr.
Jenkins was Agent-General and
that office was discontinued, but he him-
self resigned the other office of General
Enigration Agent. With regard to the
other niatters he might just state that
Mr. Jenkins was a very zealous and effi-
cient officer, and only had the interests
of Canada at heart. He honestly and
sincerely strove to discharge bis
duty on all occasions to the best of his
ability. He (Mr. Cartwright) did not
think the hon. gentleman was as chival-
rous as usual with respect to Mr.
Jenkins.

Hon.Mr.MITCHELL said ifthe Hon.
Finance Minister put it on the point of
chivalry he had nothing more to say.
He had seen communications in the
public prints that led him to believe
there was something besides economy
which led to Mr. Jenkins' resignation..

Hon. M1r. POPE asked for explana-
tions regarding the Agent-Generalship.
He thought that Mr. Jenkins had tried
to do his duty. HRe believed that that
gentleman was carrying out to the
best of his ability the instructions which
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he received from the Government, but
while he held that view he could not
say that those instructions were wise
or judicious. H1e thought Mr. Jenkins
had been dealt with in a very summary
manner. In his report for 1874, the
late Agent-General states he was ap-
pointed to reorganize the office, and
that he found a loose, expensive and
inefficient organization on the other
side of the water. He presumed that
when Mr. Jenkins made use of this
language ho considered that he had
some justification for it, probably in
the instructions ho had received from
this side; but when it was stated that
a department over which he (Mr. Pope)
had presided was conducted in that
manner, he felt he had a right to ask
this House whether the results of the
Administration of which he was a
humble member warranted that decla-
ration, or that the results of the past
two years record in contrast with it
proved the assertion to be correct. He
wanted the House to consider this mat-
ter carefully. What was the result in
1873 ? He had heard it said in another
place that the present system was
exactly the same as that pursued when
ho controlled the department. le knew
that ho was responsible for everything
attempted while in office, and that
in a certain sense he was responsible
for those things which ho bound his
successor to carry out. This. however,
could not apply to passenger warrants,
as he did not bind his successor to con-
tinue the issuing or them, nor was it
any excuse for giving 12,080 warrants
in the year 1875, when not more than
10,500 emigrants arrived at all the
ports of the Dominion as intending
settlers in Canada. So far as the pas-
senger warrant system was concerned,
ho was responsible, and was prepared
to bear the responsibility for the two
years that he occupied the position of
Minister of Agriculture. He found the
passenger warrants issued in London in
1873, when ho had the largest immi-
gration-some 42,000 souls-numbered
only 9,000. In 1875 the number of
immigrants arriving at Quebec and
Portland, exclusive of Mennonites, was
only some 10,500, while the number of
passenger warrants issued in London
was over 12,000. The Mennonites
came under a different arrangement.

This required explanation. He (Mr.
Pope) was responsible for having initi-
ated the warrant system. He had donè
so with a view to bringing the employ-
ers of labour in this country nearer to
the emigrating classes of the old world.
We had cheap hands and dear labour.
To make this country prosperous we
needed people to occupy our waste
lands. With this view ho introduced
the Bill organizing immigration aid
societios, the object being to in-
duce our people to employ la-
bourers on the other side and
bring them to Canada to work for them.
To assist them the passage was reduced
from £6 6s. to £4 5s., and subsequently
in order to compete with Australia,
New Zealand and other countries, to
£2 5s. He was not at liberty to say
how much that had cost the country.
The arrangements were confidential,
just as arrangements now were confi-
dential, and ho would not imitate the
treatment ho had received from gentle-
men opposite, by pressing for explana-
tions upon them. The agricultural
labourers of England were unable to lay
up money enough to take them to this
country; and even when the tickets
were reduced to £2 5s., the immigra-
tion aid societies had to subscribe and
bring them out. The result was in
1873 the number that came to this
country was 42,000-the largest im-
migration we had seen for many years.
A great deal of that was due to the as-
sisted passenger warrants. He learned
that other countries were paying to all
the steamship agents a commission to
send emigrants to them. He at once
instructed our agent in London to give
as much to passenger brokers of stand-
ing and influence as was paid by any
other country. They numbered some
1,200 men, and exercised a great deal
of influence. His successor had car-
ried out that policy. He (Mir. Pope)
had also been charged with being respon-
sible for the Menonite immigration.
Well, ho was going to take that re-
sponsibility. He had received an in-
timation that there was a colony of
Germans in Russia that desired to emi-
grate. There was a great deal of diffi-
culty in organizing this immigration
owing to the unwillingness of the Rus-
sianGovernment to permit the presence
of agents or the distribution of pamph-
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lets. It was only after an agent was
sent to see them that he (Mr. Pope)
received a notification from the British
Government that it might cause trouble.
flie felt in an embarrassed position, but
withdrew the agent, asking the Men-
nonites to send a delegation to Canada,
and promising to pay their expenses.
They came, visited Manitoba, and cer-
tain conditions having been agreed
upon, 5,000 of them came and settled
in that Province, bringing with them
some $400,000 in one year. Mr. Pope
proceeded to explain the conditions,
whichlwere that the Menonites should
pay $30 for their passage from Ham-
burg to Manitoba, they providing their
own food. He had made such arrange-
ments that $25 paid the passage to
Quebec, leaving the other $5 te take
them to Thunder Bay, whence they
were to go on over the Dawson Road,
the transport thus costing the Domin-
ion practically nothing. He had
also been charged with sending
agents to Europe. Well, he had sent
them, but there his responsibility ended.
He was not responsible for the manner
in which agents had acted, nor for the
manner in which they had been
handled. He had no doubt but the
inefficient way in which they had been
instructed, and the redtapeism of the
Department through the London office,
had done much to enbarrass and dis-
courage them. He would like to con-
pare his policy with that of his suc-
,essor. Truc, circumstances were dif-

ferent. It could not bo expected there
would be the same emigration in these
times as there had been in the past.
Stili, the proof that the changes they
bad adopted did not meet with their owin
approval was in the fact they had
abandoned them. Ris policy his suc-
cessor condemned as loose, extravagant
and inefficient. He sent his agents for
short periods, as he didn't wish them
to feel they had a vested right to the
office, or that they had any claim on
the Government, to which thoy were
bound to look for approbation, and not
to the London agent. Reports were
required monthly. The policy of his
successor was quite different; reports
were to be made once a week to the
London agent, who controlled everv-
,thing. Here the great mistake in the
system had been committed, for it was

Hon. Mr. PoPE.

only by keeping a due and strict super,
vision on the part of the Department
over its employees that they could be
induced to perform their work properly.
His successor, he supposed, desired to
free himself from the trouble the
system he (Mr. Pope) had followed
entailed. He was not surprised at
this, seeing that the continued absence
from the department of its present
head made it impossible that he could
give it that constant supervision which
was absolutely necessary. Neverthe-
less, these things must have given his
successor a good deal of anxiety-more
than the London agent would feel.
His successor should have received the
reports and paid strict attention to
what Australia and other countries
were doing in connection with the
matter of immigration. Quite a large
number of immigrants had arrived in
this country during the year 1874, but
this was largely and naturally due to
the exertions made in 1873, as emi-
grants invariably made their arrange-
ments the year before they left home.
The extent of immigration in 1872 had
exceeded his expectations. Mr. Dixon
had audited accounts, and this was one
of the duties of that officer. Mr. Pat-
terson, Secretary of the Board of Trade
of Montreal, had inspected all the
European agencies, and had made a
satisfactory and complimentary report
on the subject to the Department.
In 1873 the largest sum ever ex-
pended on the part of this country
by the late Coverhment on immigra-
tion had been spent: it nearly ap-
proached the figures for 1875. Forty-
two thousand emigrants came from
Europe to Canada in 1873, costing
about $6.00 per head; in 1875 they
numbered 10,000, exclusive of Men-
onites, and cost about $23 per head.
These figures afforded sufficient justifi-
cation for the policy he pursued, though
it was termed " loose, extravagant and
improper." Control had been oflate left
to too great a degree in the hands of
the London agent, and a lack of
energy in this respeet had been
exhibited in the management of the
department. He would not say that
the immigrants to this country were
not worth all they cost, but he thought
that his successor should place himself
in more direct communication with
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his agents. The money judiciously
expended on emigration was well
spent. In the United States each
immigrant was considered worth from
$800 to $1,100 to the country, and for
a number of years it was ascertained
that each of these persons brought
into the Union, on the average, $70.
It might be considered that the present
period was unfavourable to immigration
on a large scale, but he wished to draw
the attention of Government and of
bis successor to the points he had
mentioned and to the necessity of
regarding closely what was taking
place in this connection in other
countries. There was no reason why
we should not have our fair share of
the emigrating classes of the old world.
lHe had read the report of Mr. Jenkins,
and he believed that the late London
agent had done the best he could to
carry out the instructions he received
from the Department; but he could
not approve of those instructions nor
of the extravagance inaugurated by
them. It might have been a mistake
to make the appointment, buu never-
theless a good deal of useful informa-
tion was contained in Mr. Jenkins'
reports. The latter said he had been
slandered and traduced, and he thought
the Government should have defended
their late official. While Mr. Jenkins
was extravagant, this expense was in-
curred with the concurrence and sup-
port of the Administration, who ought,
in consequence, to be held responsible.
He requested the House not to pass too
suddenly a condemnation on Mr. Jen-
kins for the acts in question. 11e was
afraid that the latter had been sacri-
ficed by the Government before Parlia-
ment met, to save themselves. lie
had but very recently, a few hours
previous, in reading Mr. Jenkins' re-
port, obtained the information which
led himself to express these views with
regard to the late Agent-General.

Mr. BOWELL remarked that there
was very little reduction in this item.
In the old country, at present, there
was great objection to emigration on
the part of the employers. The only
reduction shown was in the Agent-
Gen eral's salary; contingencies instead
of being lessened, were increased some

41,800.

Hon Mr. CARTWRIGHT--The con-
tingencies are not increased.

Mr. BOWELL-They are increased.
The estimates asked an increase for
the London office of $1,800, just where
reductions should take place. He
noticed that large amounts had been
paid to the Canadion -ews of over
$600, probably for advertisements and
literature. H1e hoped that the Minister
of Finance would explain why £226
10s., sterling, h ad been paid for sending
the Toronto Globe to tbis agency in
London. One man had been paid £596,
and then for maps, &c., £622. For the
holding of meetings the most extraor-
dinary charges had been made: one at
Manchester had cost £53 19s. 2d., and
another at Birmingham £24 6s. 9d.

Mr DYMOND-I would remark
that the Free-Trade Hall at Man-
chester costs £25 per night.

Mr. BOWELL was very glad to
learn this, as it showed how reckless
was the expenditure in this relation,
in order to secure an opportunity for
delivering speeches. Iii flie rural sec-
tions the cost would have been much
less; and the result might have been
much better-the emigration of that
class of people which was really re-
quired in Canada. He hoped that the
Minister who had charge of tbis de-
partment would in the future see that
money was not squandered after this
fashion-such, for instante, as £50
sterling for a door-plate, and £20
sterling for a die in which to cast but-
tons for the servants in the office. He
did not say that we did not wish arti-
zans to emigrate to Canada; but he
did maintain that to a greater extent
we were in need of men who could
settle upon and till oui unoccupied
lands. le desired an explanation re-
garding the payment of the expendi-
ture of £226 10s. for Toronto Globes
sent to this one agency in the city of
London. Was it to circulate Grit
literature in England.

Hon. Mr. CARTWTRIGHT replied
that these Globes had been dis-
tributed in various quarters in Eng-
land, among emigrants and per-
sons interested in promoting emigra-
tion. As for other items, these
expenditures had been made by Mr.
Jenkins with the best motives no
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doubt, but without previous consulta
tion with the Government. Every-
body knew, that at present, considera-
ble indisposition to aid the work of
emigration was shown, and conse-
quently it was necessary to make
greater expenditures, in connection
with lectures, and the distribution of
desirable information respecting this
country, than had been the case for
years. On the accession of this Minis-
try to power, a most extraordinary
panie took place in the United States,
and the result was the most wide-
spread distress, affecting in the most
serious manner emigration from
Europe to this continent. For the
first tirne in history, a steady stream
of artisans and even of agricultural
labourers, had been seen returnirg to
the British Isles. In every steamship
that had crossed the Atlantic during
the past two years and a half, numbers
of these persons of all classes and
creeds, unable to find employment in
the United States, had forsaken the
shores of this continent. In addition,
very great and extraordinary induce
ments were offered to British emi-
grants by Australia, and it was known
that they had always been considera-
bly disposed to go to that portion of
Her Majesty's Dominions. Now,
that had been by far the most im-
portant reason why emigration had
diminished. It was utterly impossible
iunder the conditions which had
prevailed in this country and in the
United States during the last two
years, to encourage emigration here.
Nor was it probably desirable to
encourage a large emigration of
of artisans who would merely be taking
the bread out of the mouths of those
already in the country. There was
an admirable opening for the
Menonites in the North-West, and the
policy of the late Government in that
respect the present Government
had carried out. He did not think it
was fair that Mr. Jenkin's should be
blamed on a comparison of the
emigration which flowed into Canada
and the United States during years of
extraordinary prosperity, with the
decreased emigration which naturally
and nevitably resulted from an extra-
ordinary depression. No doubt some
items should be retrenchedand to these

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

the attention of the Government had
been directed, and precaution would be-
taken to reduce them in the future.

Mr. BOWELL said that inas-
much as the Hon. Minister of
Finance admitted that the expenditure
would be unproductive, would it
not be advisable to omit the item alto-
gether?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
hon. gentleman would see that at least
$40,000 was for quarantine purposes,
and in connection with the public
health, and a large proportion of the
$170,000 remaining was intended for
the transfer of Menonites, and the
Government was obliged to be prepar-
ed to spend the money under the ar-
rangement made by the late Govern-
ment. And in addition to this,
if they were to have an emigration
system at all they could not upon a
temporary check disband the whole
emigration staff. Such a course would
be of a most unwise character.

Mr. DYMOND regarded it as a great
misfortune that an important question
of that kind should have been
taken up at that late hour and under
the existing unfavorable circumstances.
In commenting on the remarks of pre-
vious speakers, he stated that nothing
would b.e more injurious and fatal to
the interests of the Dominion than an
appearance of weakness on their part.
While the emigration to this country
during the past two or three years had
not been so extensive as previously,
they had the satisfaction of knowing
that the men who had been brought
hither were the persons best adapted
to the industries for which their labour
was required. le showed that the
number of steerage passengers which
arrived in New York during the first
nine months of 1873 and 1874, respec-
tively, was 237.921 and 124,000.
This exhibited a decrease of nearly
one-half under an unchanged system of
passage warrants and European agents,
and there was no doubt that every
American agent was just as
active as ever. This was a
larger falling off in proportion to the

population than had taken place in
Canada in the same period. With re-
gard to Mr. Jenkins, he thought that
there was nothing at home or abroad
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more likely to discourage those in the
emigration service than the manner
in which he had been treated, and he
was satisfied that he had endeavoured
to do his duty faithfully. An outcry
had been raised because some of the
meetings in Manchester had cost £30
or £40. That sum might seem ex-
travagant, but when it was considered
that it would tell all over England
and no small part of Scotland, it ought
not to be so regarded. He vas satisfied
that the amount of information convey-
ed to England with regard to this
country,had been enormously in creased
by Mr.Jenkins' services. With reference
to the emigration policy required at the
present moment, lie deemed it desirable
that we should bave a steady flow of
emigration into the country, and that
it sbould be of the particular class re-
required most in Canada. le
believed the present system was most
conducive to these results, and that for
a time at least it would be most politic
for the country to proceed with it.

Mr. KILLAM said he had visited
the London Agency, and he found it, as
far as his judgment went, well con-
ducted in every respect. le, lowever,
did not like the location, and thought
it might have been placed in a more
central position.

ion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
Imperial GT'overnment required the
present site of the London Agency,
-and that a more central position
would soon bc occupied by the Agency.

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk) did not
know why the member for North
York should enter into a defence
of Mr. Jenkins, as the member
for North Hastings lad not said
one word against that gentleman ;
he did attack the extravagance of the
London office, and he fully concurred
in the opinion that it was not desirable
to expend so much money iu bringng
emigrants to Canada in view of the
present condition of the country. The
only agricultural labourers that were
required in this country were men
with sufficient capital to settle in our
wild lands, and he thought the vote
for this expenditure ought to have
been considerably reduced.

Mr. McCALLUM was surprised to
hear the remarks of the member for

North York justifying the appointment
of the Agent-General Jenkins ; he was
the only man who had ever justified
that appointment, either in the House
or out of it even. The Government
had not defended it. The whole
scheme bas proved a failure as pre-
dicted by the right hon. member for
Kingston. He was astonished to learn
that over $1,100 bas been sqandered in
circulatng the Globe newspaper in
England. Now, what was it they paid
this moneyfor,ifnot to form the political
opinions of the emigrants before
coming to this country? It was
wrong. It was using the public money
to poison the minds of emigrants in
favour of the party in power.

Mr. PLUMB said the expenditure
had increased as emigration had
diminished. If the Government could
not bring out more than twelve or thir-
teen thousand emigrants for the large
amount they asked, it could be botter
expended.|

The item passed.
On the item $170,000 towards

assisting immigration and meeting
immigration expenses including esti-
mated expenses of transport of
Menonites,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked what
part of this would would be required
for the Menonites ?

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGIT said it
was utterly impossible to say.

Hon. Mr. POPE-What is the cost
of sending the emigrants viál Duluth?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said it
would be something like twenty to
twenty-five dollars over and above the
fixed amount they had to pay them-
selves.

Mi. DESJARDINS asked if any
portion of this was intended to aid in
the repatriation of Canadians from the
United states ?

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I an not
aware any applieatioim bas beci made
to the Department on the subject.

Hion. Mi. LANGEVIN said this was
a favourable time to induce the Can-
adians in the United States 10 return
hoie .nd settle on ouir waste lands in
Que bec and Mitoba.
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lon. Mr. POPE said in his time he
had sent an agent-the Rev. Mr. Gen-
dron---who made a very valuable report.
Through the exertions of that gentle-
man 100 families had been induced to
return to Canada from the United
States. He had not received the credit
ho deserved for that work.

The item was passed.

SPRING HILL BRANCR RAILWAY.

On items for Lower Province Rail-
ways, $1,600,000,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked if it was
truc the Governient had given away
the Spring Hill Railway, and on what
te rns ?

lon. Ur, MACKENZIE said the road
was built and graded by that company,
and the late Government had agreed to
put on the iron and work it. They fin-
ished the road and worked itata heavy
loss. The present Government agreed
to re-lay the road (taking away the old
rails and replacing them with new) and
gave it up to the company, they agree-
ing to work it to the junction and give
all their freight to the main line. By
this means the country was saved from
cight to ton thousand dollars per an-
num.

It was proper he should give a few
figures re<arding the nett results of
working the roads mentioned in this
item during the last two or three years.
The revenue in 1872-3 was $704,557;
in 1873-74, $893,430 ; in 1874-5, $861,-
591. This showed an apparent reduc-
tion in the last year, but ofthe amount
for 1873-4 the sum of $89,332 was
credited in the receipts, which was not,
of course, received. The nett cash
earnings for the year ending June 30th,
1874, were $804.097; the nett cash
earnings for the year ending June 30th,
1875, were $861,593.43. The expendi-
tures for the same three years, for
working expenses alone, were:-In
1872-3, $1,011,893; in 1873-4, $1,301,-
550; in 1874-5, $1,143,157. For the
Intercolonial Railway, in the Province
of Quebee-from St. Flavie to Rivière
du Loup, 83[ miles-the gross receipts
during the cight months it was in the
possession of the Government, were
$18,320.37, and the working expenses
$47,574.50, showing a deficit of $29,-
254.13. The stores on -hand on June

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.

30th, 1874, were $381,757; on June
30th, 1875, the amount was reduced to
$90,852. This showed they were effeet-
ing a saving in interest on sorne
$298,905.

In 1875 there were laid altogetber
3,583 tons of steel rails; in 1875-6,
3,528 tons, and 1,800 tons of iron rails
were laid down in the course of narrow-
ing the gauge of the Windsor branch.
It would require for relaying during
the next two years altogether about
12,428 tons of rails. A considerable
quantity-perhaps one half-of this
amount would be laid during the cur-
rent year. A very considerable saving
in the working expenses had been
effected in the price of coal. The
Albion Mining Company delivered it
at the pits' mouth for $2 per ton ; the
Spring Hill Company delivered it at
the branch junction, upon the Govern-
ment road, for $2.10.

A question was asked by the hon.
member for King's (Mr. Domville)
about the manner of purchasing stores
and selling old material. The state-
ment he then made was correct -that
it had been the invariable practice to
purchase all stores by tender, even
the small quantities, unless for minute
things in a particular hurry. For such
articles as castings they had almost a
permanent contract for the year, with
the right to renew tenders when they
plcased. It so happened, in reference
to the system of tendering, that the
hon. gentleman who was making the
complaint of tenders not being asked
for properly, received a contract for
bar iron reeently, being the lowest
tender.

Hion. Mr. MITCHELL-You mean
the company of which the hon. gentle-
man is a member?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-1 presume
so; at all events the factory ho manages.
The price, I think, was $2.37½ per 100
lbs. The practice with all smaller stores
is to send slips round to all parties in the
trade, and the lowest selected when
they are returned. The slips are
placed on file and subjected to a
regular audit by the auditor of the
road and to inspection by the Local and
General Superintendent. Any member
might look at the books any time ho
liked to inspect the stock. When
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quantities of rails and other old stores
are to be s'old tenders are invited and
they are sold invariably to the highest
bidder. The invitation is generally
by placard and advertisement if
large quantitis are required, if only
small quantities are wanted slips are
sent to the ordinary dealers.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said the
member for King's had stated that a
large quantity of old iron had been
sold, and that he had seen no advertis-
ment of the sale.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
was a sale of old iron at Richmond
Station; notice was given both by
placard and advertisement in the
papers.

H-on. Mr. MITCHELL said the hon.
member (Mr. Domville), had asked
the Hon. Finance Minister to get the
returns down. 11e alleged that he
had never seen or heard of anything
of the sale.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The pa-
pers were not asked for here, but in
the Publie Aecounts Committee, and
they were brought down.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-They
were placed in the hands of the Chair-
man of the Committee.

Hon. ly[r. MITCHELL explained
that the hon. member had gone away
yesterday and had no opportunity of
seeing' the papers.

Mr. WOOD asked if it was a fact
that a member of the House had a con-
tract with the Government.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It is the
Holbrook Iron Co., of which the hon.
member referred to is managing direc-
tor. Of course that is a very differ-
ent thing from a newspaper proprietor
doing printing for the Government.
I commend the hon. member for Hast-
ings for his investigation.

Mr. BOWELL-Probably the hon.
member for North Hastings will test the
opinion of the House on that question,
and he had no doubt the Hon. Minister
of Public Works would do precisely
what he did when he and the Hon.
Minister of Justice moved his motion
on a similar question-give it not only
his earnest consideration, but use his
eloquence and logic on what lie then

termed a great principle-and record
his vote accordingly.

Hon. Mr. MACKNZIE-C ertainly.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thought there
was nothing improper in a stock con-
pany of which an lion. member might
be a director or president accepting a
Government contract; he did nothing
contrary to the rules of the Ilouse, or
that invalidated his seat. It was,
however, quite different in the case
of a newspaper proprietor aecepting
Government printing.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE quite agreed
with the hon. gentleman; a meiber
of a stock eompany was exempted by
law fiom any liabilities of that kind.
He did not throw the sligltest reflec-
tion on the hon. member when lie
mentioned the fact, and if his words
implied anything of the kind he had
no such intentioi.

Mr. MIcKAY (Colchester) said it
would bc seen from the returns that
there had been a large falling off in
the receipts as eompared witl the pre-
vions year. This was a serious inatter
considering that it had occurred under
an increased tariff. 11e tlought the
advanced tariff had been a great injury
to the industry and trade of the
country; it had eaused several estab-
lishments to close during the season,
and material intended for use was
lying all along the railway. Besides,
farmers in his district had gone to
market with their teans solely on ac-
count of the inceased rate. The tariff
should bc inade to suit the wants of the
country; by encouraging traffic in that
way the receipts would increase. Then,
again, the system of speeial freiglit
was a grievance which should be re-
medied. He knew instances where a
difference of $4 had been demanded on
the same class of freight. This was un-
fair, and had created a great deal of un-
easiness and dissatisfaction.The Govern-
ment should impose a reasonable and
uniform tariff, so that any one could
understand the freight he would have
to pay, instead of being in dread of un-
just discrimination.

Hon. Mr. ]1[ACKENZIE said the
hon. gentleman was mistaken in think-
ing the revenue was less; it was $56,-
469 larger in 1874-5 than in 1873-4.
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The figures he first read, as had
been pointed out, were fallacious.
They included $54,951 for freight, for
which no cash was received ; whereas,
the $861,591 of last year represented
the cash receipts of the year. In re-
gard to the special rates, the hon. gen-
tleman would perhaps be surprised to
learn that no individuals got special
rates; those rates were from station to
station, and everyone who had the par-
ticular class of freight to which they
applied would be treated as others
were. As to the general rates being
too high, he could only say they were
2;) to 25 per cent. lower than on any
other road on the continent.

lon. Mr. MITCIIELL-How do
they compare with those of the Grand
Trunk.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-They are
mueh lower than any on the continent.
Anybody can sec this by looking at
the table.

Mr. MCKAY (Colchester) said when
he referred to the decrease, he took
the figures from the returns; the Hon.
Minister of Public Works had given
the House figures which did not appear
in the returns. He maintained that
his statement with regard to special
rates was perfectly correct. Ile had
made strict enquiries, and went to a
station with a gentleman and inquired
the freight on iron knees to a certain
point. He was told $7, but another
gentleman shipped the same freight to
the same place at $2.55. That was the
case on the 1st February, and he pre-
sumed it was the same still.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-There is
some mistake about that, and the hon.
gentleman had better make the state-
ment specifically in a letter and send
it to me. If it turns out correct, we
will soon call that station-master to
account.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked if the
Spring Hill Co. agreed to give their
railroad to the Government in consid-
eration of the latter finishing it and
putting on the rails ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Yes.
Mir. KIRIPATRICK said the road

then became a public work of the
Dominion, and he would like to know
if it was formally conveyed back?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIFE-There was
no formal conveyance of the iýoad.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said the pub-
lic money had been expended on the
road, and it was just as much a public
work as any other part of the Inter-
colonial or the Welland Canal. He
held that the Government had no right
to give it away. He would like the
opinion of the Hon. Minister of Justice
as to the legality of the transaction,
and whether the Government should
not have come down to the House and
asked some authority or ratification
of the bargain.

Mr. McLEOD said the company
would gladly make a present of the
road to the Government if they work
it on the same tariff as they are work-
ing the Intercolonial.

In reply to a question by lon. Mr.
Langevin,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said ho had
stated that the company built the
road themselves and the late Govern-
ment agreed to iron and work it.
The present Government put an end
to that arrangement, although losing
money by it, and decided to change
the rails to steel. The company thon
agreed to work the road themselves.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN enquired
whether the Minister of Publie Works
would inform the.House of the month-
ly disburseinents and revenue of the
railway.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I will
send it to the hon. gentleman.

THE WINDSOR BRANCH RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL asked whether
the Windsor Road had been transferred
to a company.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
this had not yet been done. The late
Government, when he was sure they
were otherwise fully occupied, had in
October, 1873, made an agreement with
the Western Province Railway Com-
pany; this was afterwards in the
spring of 1874 embodied in an Act.
It was then expected that within a
year such progress would be accomp-
lished towards Annapolis, as- to justity
the transference of the road ; this was
not the case, however. The Windsor
and Annapolis road, in the meantime,

Branch -Ra*lwcay.(COMMONS.]



T/w ictu [ARIL6, 176. Brn J. 111S

had been worked on a lease, though
the company was all but insolvent, and
had always been in a state of impecu-
niosity. It became absolutely neces-
sary to change the guage on this lne,
and also on the Windsor branch, or
else to run a third rail from the
Junction into Halifax. The road was
in such a bad state of repair, that it
was absolutely dangerous to run trains
over it ; and as the Government might
have been legally held responsible for
accidents, he was obliged to purchase
2,000 tons of iron rails to renew and
render it safe for travel. The Windsor
and Annapolis Companiy had in the
meantime leased the road on the terms
arranged by the late Administration ;
when the forme' were able to take it
over, it would be so delivered, but no
particular time was speeified for the
transforment.

THE PICTOU BRIANcH.

In reply to an enquiry of the Hon.
Mr. Mitchell respecting the Pictou
iBranch,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZLE explained
that its position was as follows:-The
hon. gentleman would remember that
the Government in 1874 had obtained

power to make arrangements with any
company for the transfer of this
branch, on condition of completing the
railroad eastward to the Strait of
Canso, and farther, if possible, to soie
point on the eastern coast of Nova
Scotia. The House unanimously
agreed to this proposition, and a
company did make an offer through
the Local Governmenit. This offer was,
however, withdrawn, and no company
appeared iniclined to 'accept the transfer
of the branîch on condition of' ils
extension to Louisburg, or soie port
in its viciniity. The Local Goverin-
ment and the local members of both
this and the other House, seemed,
morcover, to be under the impression
that no company could be induced to
extend the line beyond the Straits of
Canso. He had suggested another
plan to this effect-that the transfer
should be made on condition that the
company extend it to the Straits of
Canso; anîd that if any other company
would agrec within a certain time to
build a r'ailway from thence to Louis-
bourg, or some other point in that

77

neighbI 'ourhood, tlhy lv oud become pro
rata proprietors of 'he Truro and
Pictou Branch. Hie hoped that this
designî would be carried ut. M1r.
Kenealy and his colleagues had had a
number of interviews with lim (Mr.
Maekenzie) on the subject in London,
England. but hewas unable to n-ent to
their conditions for want of authority.
Recently an Order in Counicil had
passed, recommendirg Parliament to
transfer the road on condition of its
beinr extended lo the Sti ails ofCanso,
whieh would be ferried, if th company
acceptiig these teiirms wouîld not
undertake to build the line farther in
that direction. le believed fthat the
local Government lad granted a sub-
sidy of $7,000 per mile to any com-
pani that would coistruct a line froni
Canmpbellton to Louisbourg, or some
other place in its vicinity.

Hlin. Mr. MITCHELL regretted to
learn that this was the state of things.
The branch from Pictou to Truro was
one Of the principal arteries of coni-
municalion betwd'"en western Canada
and liaifax, and iiore particularlv the
easterni portion of Nova Seotia, and lie
thought tlat il would be exeecdingly
unîfortuînate if a portion of' the line fillI
into the laids of a private conipanly.
A very large proporiion of the flour
and provisions shipped eastwards fromt
Montreal passed over this line, and
siieli an arraigenent would add lo ihe
coast and iitelir witl trade verIy
materially.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE did not.
think that any such trouble would
arise. Trafie n ust pass over about
60 miles of ihe Government line,
and the (-overanett would control
the rails and rounning arrangements.

lion. Mr. MITCHELL enquired
what quantity of old rails were on
hand, and to what extend they could
be utilized for braneh lines ?

lion. Mir. MACKENZIE replied that
ho could not give an exactanswer until
lie was in possession of correet returns.
He could at present only give an ap-
proxinate statement of the quantity
(,in iand; probably it would not lay
more than 65 niles of railwav. A con-
siderable quantity of them were ai-
ready engaged for the Elgin and St.
Martin and Upham Roads.

[APRIL 6, 1876.1The Picteu



[COMMONS.]

lon. Mr. MITCH ELL asked how
-much business was done on the Monck-
ton and Miramichi branches?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
a statement at present would hardly
be fair to the District, as tho Miramichi
line had only been open for three
months during the winter. The traffic,
as indeed they had expected, had been
very light, and the receipts were not
quite equal to one-half the expendi-
ture.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK protested
against the promiscuoius granting of
rails for the use of branch lines. The
(Government elainied that by the re-
duction of the stores from 8360,000 to
$70,000, that a saving of $230,000 had
been effected.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No! no!
I said the interest was saved on the
difference between the large and
small amount.

Mr. PLUMB asked why this policy
was adopted ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
they not only found the stock abso-
lutely unntecessary, but absolutely pre-
judicial to the interests of the road.
Vast quantities of stores had been
lving there for years, and nany were
utterly !uined. There was no necessi-
ty for keeping so large a stock, as they
could get the ordinary supplies with
the greatest possible uelerity from
St. John or Halifax.

The item was carried.
The Committee rose and reported

progress.

THE SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATEs.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked if the
(Government intended to bring down
any Supplementary Estimates.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
Supplementary Estimates would be
brought down as soon as they could be
got ready. That was all the informa-
tion he could give.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-That is not
satisfactory. I would like to know on
what day they are likely to be brought
down.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The
Supplementary Estimates, as the hon.
gentleman well knows, are both for the

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE.

current and approximate year, and it is
very difficult until the last two or three
days of the Session to get al] the items
in, and it is rather unreasonable to press
for a statement of the day on which
they would be brought down.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL protested
against the answer of the Hon. Minister
of Finance as unreasonable.

The House adjourned at Two o'clock,
a.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

FRIDAY, April 7, 1876.
The SPEAKER toolk the Chair at three

o'clock.

THE INSOLVENT ACT.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved that the
Bill to amend the Insolvent Act of
1875 be referred back to Committee of
the Whole to strike out clause 15.-
Carried.

The Bill was reported with the amend-
ment, which was concurred in.

Mr. CARON noved that the Bill be
not now read the third time, but that it
be referred back to Comnittee of the
Whole for the purpose of making the
following amendment:-

" That in the statement of liabilities and
assets which the insolvent is required, under
the seventeenth section of the Act hereinbe-
fore cited, to furnish to the assignee, the in-
solvent shall discriminate between his liabili-
ties to traders and to non-traders. At any
time after the making of the assignment, or
the issue of the writ of attachment, and pre-
vious to the first meeting of creditors, any
creditor who is a non-trader may notify the
assignee in writing that such is the case, and
that he purposes to avail huniself of the provi-
sions of this Act; and no non-trader who shall
have so notified the assignee shall be bound to
accept the composition, or sign the discharge
of the insolvent, but the claim of such non-
trader shall nevertheless be ranked by the
assignee upon the dividend sheet for a dividend
or dividends in like manner as the claims of
other creditors ; and the receipt signed by the
non-trader for such dividend shall be a receipt
pro tanto in respect of such claim as aforesaid.

" That a non-trader-that is to say, any
farmer, grazier, common laborer, workman for
hire, er other person, who cannot be declared
an insolvent under the Act hereinbefore cited
-who has availed himself of the provisions of
this Act may attend at meetings of the credit-
ers of the insolvent, and may vote thereat in
the sanie manner as other creditors, except
that such non-trader shall not vote upon any
question touching the acceptance of any offer
(f composition, or the granting of the dis-
charge of the insolvent; and in calculating
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the number of creditors and the amount of the
claims against the insolvent upon which the
acceptance of a deed of composition and dis-
charge, or the consent to the discharge of the
insolvent is based, non-traders who have
availed themselves of the provisions of this
Act, and the amount of their claims shall not
be computed ; and no deed of composition and
discharge, nor any discharge from the Court or
Judge shall in any way impair the right of a
non-trader who bas availed himself of the pro-
visions of this Act, to recover from the insol-
vent any balance that may remain unpaid upon
the claim of sucli non-trader, but the said
balancd may be recovered in like manner as if
no proceedings in insolvency had been entered
into, notwithstanding the acceptance by the
non-trader of any dividend from the assignees
as hereinbefore provided : Provtded always that
no non-trader shall avail himself of the provi-
sions of this and the preceding clause in the
case of an insolvent, whom such non-trader
has required or forced to go into insolvency."

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said there were
two grounds on which the Government
desired this amendinent should not
pass. It was a proposition to change
the Act in a vital part before it had
been fairly tried. As at present advised,
the Government did not see its way
to assent to this amendment, inasmuch
as it would practically destroy the effect
of the Insolvent Act altogether. He
lookod to the House to vote down this
amendment.
"The members were called in,and a vote
was taken on the amendment, which
was rejected on the following division:--

m1cs:
Messieurs

Baby, Haggart,
Barthe, Harwood,
Béchard, Hurteau,
Benoit, Jones (Leeds),
Bernier, Langevin,
Blanchet, Lanthier,
Bourassa, Little,
Bowell, Hacmillan,
Boyer, McCallum,
Burpee (Sunbury), McQuade,
Caron, Mitchell,
Cheval, Monteith,
Christie, Montplaisir,
Cimon, Mousseau,
Costigan, Onime,
Coupal,
Cuthbert, Pinsonnea-ult.
Daoust, Pope,
Desjardins, Pouliot,
Dewdney, Robitaille,
Dugas, Rochester'
Farrow, Roscoe,

FergýsonRouleau,Ferguson, Short,
Ferris, Stephenson,
Fiset,
Flesher, Thompson (Carihoo),
Gaudet, Wallace (Norfolk),
Gibson,White (Hastings),

GuI, White (Renfrew),
Gillies, Wright (Ottawa),
{i-reenway, Wright (Pontiac).-62.

7s7ur

NAYs:

Messieurs

Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bannatyne,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Borden,
Bowman,
Brooks,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpes (St John),
Cameron (Cardwell),
Caneron (Victoria),
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Charlton,
Church,
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Colby,
Currier,
Davies,
DeCosmos,
Delorme,
De St. Georges,
Dymond,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Fraser,
Fréchette,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Hagar,
Ha,11,
Holton,
Horton,
Huntington,
Irving,

Jetté,
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Lafiamme,
Lajoie,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
McDonald (Cap-Bret.),
MacDonnell(Inverness)
McDougall (Renfrew),
MacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Colchester),
Mackenzie,
Mclsaac,
McLeod,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Power,
Robillard
Ross (Durham),
Ross (Middlesex),
Scriver,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Snider
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thibaudeau,
Thompson (Welland),
Trow,
Vail,
Wallace (Albert),
Wood,
Worknan,
Young.-86

Hon. M1r. MITCHELL said ho had
always been opposed to this Insolvent
Law. He had opposed it whenever he
thought opposition would bring about
any good result. His experience had
been, instead of promoting commercial
integrity or success, it had had an ex-
actly contrary effect. That was his
opinion, and though ho was aware no
immediate good could result from ex-
pressing it, he felt it his duty to an-
nounce that he still was opposed to the
Insolvent Law, and would be glad to
see it removed from the Statute Book.
Hie had voted for the amendment for
the purpose of expressing his opposi-
tion, not only to the existence of the
Law, but the very principles on which
it was based.

The Bill as amended w-a then read
the third time, and passed.
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CONCURRENCE.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
concurrence in the reports of the Com-
mittee of Supply.

On item $10,000 for slides and
booms,

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) said ho ob-
served the item for the Des Joachim
works, which appeared in last year's
estimates, was not revoted this year.
He wished to know why it was not ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
engineer's report was as follows:-

" At present I am under the impres-
"sion that a flat dam and boom will
" answer the purposes required, but it

is impossible to give any decided
"opinion until I have had an oppor.
"tunity of examining this portion of
"the river at the season of the highest
"water, which will be -done."

Mr. WHITE-Will the sum which
appeared in the estimates last year be
put in the Supplementary Estimates to
be expended if the engineer considers
the work should be proceeded with ?

lIon. Mr. MACKENZIE-It will
not. Although it is a usefil work it is
iot looked upon as a necessary im-

provement.
The'item was concurred in.
Item 146,providing $37,000 for mete-

rological observations, including in-
struments, and cost of telegraphing
wveather warnings, being taken up,

lHon. Mr. MITCHELL regretted
that it was not increased in order that
the staff might be rendered more
efficient, which at present was im-
possible. The United States in this
connection, spent hundreds of thon-
sands. and he hoped that the item
would next year be increased.

The item was concurred in.
Item 14S, providing $23,000 for the

Marine and Emigrant Hospital, Que-
bec. being taken up,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL enquired
whether the Government intended to
take the management of this institu-
tion into their own bands?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied in
thc ;dfirmative. As to the inmates it
w d be conducted precisely on the
s- e jprincipal as Rockwood Asyluin
at Xingson, under the-jurisdiction of

lon. Mr. MITCHELL.

the Local Government. Various com-
munications had been sent to the Gov-
ernment of the Province of Quebec,
pointing out the absolute necessity of
changing the mode of admitting
patients into this hospital ; but he
believed that no reply had been re-
ceived. As soon as Parliament rose,
they intended to place it on a proper
footing as a Dominion Government
institution, and if advantage was
taken of its facilities for treating the
iii, and persons who had met with
accidents, for whom it was bound in
no way to provide by the local author-
ities, their payment must be made pro
rata.

The item was concurred in.
Item 157 being taken up,
Hon. Mr. MITC1ELL stated, ho

thought that the grant of $500 simply
to provide for expenses with the view
of inspecting Prince Edward Island
steamers, was excessive, as the- steam-
ers to be inspected were few in num-
ber, and the distance not so great as to
necessitate the payment of so large a
sum.

lon. Mr. LAIRD replied, that the
steamers were not very few in num-
ber. He presumed that it provided
for contingencies and travelling ex-
penses.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL remarked.
that the Inspector for Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, who performed this
duty, was only required to cross to the
Island to inspect five or sixvessels and
ferry-boats ; this could be donc in a
week, and the amount was altogether
disproportionate to the necessities of
the case.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that hc would call the attention of the
Ministry who had charge of this de-
partment to the matter.

The item was concurred in.
Item 178, providing $40,000 for pro-

bable expensesin connection with new
treaties, being taken up,

In reply to Mr. Smith (Selkirk),
Hon. Mr. LAIRD stated, that they

expected to make a treaty with the
Plain Crees during the present year ;
and with the Indians on the line of the
Pacitie Railway over the Rocky Moun-
tains.

The item was concurred in.
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Item 183, providing 350,000 for un-
forseen expenses, being taken up,

In Peply to Hon. Mi. Mitchell,
Hon. Mr. BLAKE explained that the

services of four counsel, two senior,
and two junior, had been engaged in
connection with the Fisheries Commis-
sion enquiry; the former, Messrs.
Doutre & Co., were paid $1,000 each,
and Thompson & Co., $600 each. No
progress had been made in this relation,
as had been announced in the Speech
from the Throne.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL remarked
that he had noticed in the Washington
cori espondence of the Philadelphia
Enquirer, the statement that the
American Government had refused to
appoint the third, their arbtrator, on
the ground that some provision of the
Washington Treaty had not been ob-
served. Ie would like to know
whether there was any truth in the
report.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I have
not seen the article, and there is ah-
solutely nothing which I can commu-
nicate to the House on this subject at
the present time.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-No progress
has been made, I suppose?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No pro-
gress has been made.

The item was concurred in.

CANADIAN VESSELS IN AMERICAN
WATERS.

Item 186, under head of Cutoms,
being taken up,

Mr. CURRIER enquired whether
any representations had been made to
the United States Government with
reference to the extraordinary charges
at present levied on Canadian vessels
in the American canals. The charges
per barge were as follows:- -Custom
House at the first port of entry, $1.60;
war tax, $4; administering oath, 20
cents; inspector's fees, for each tip,
$3; custom's dues at Whitehall for
clearance, $1.60, and light-house
chiges, $1, the total being $11.40
from Rouse's Point to Whitehall and
return, while in our canals less than a
dollar was paid on American barges.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE replied that
these were matters lying wholly with-

in the province of American pffairs,
and of the American Government. No
correspondence whatever with the
Custom's Department had taken place
on the subject. Ie did not see how
the Governnent could interfere.

Mr. CURRIER thought that if there
was no other remedy similar charges
should be levied on American vessels
in our canals. Ie also renarked that
an American coal mining company
had obtained the monopoly of bringing
coal to Canada ma this route, lumber
being taken back; and in consequence,
our forwarding companies were unable
to obtain coal as return freight.

lon. Mr. BURPEE said that negoci-
ations had been going on with the
Federal Government in regard to the
impositions placed on Canadian
vessels going to New York. That
correspondence was going on now, and
while they could place restrictions ont
Americian vessels making use of our
waters, they did not want to put any
unnecessary restrictions on the trade
of the Canadian people simply because
they did so on the other side. The
Government hoped that the correspon-
dence which was then being proceeded
with would terminate in an amicable
and reciprocal traffie between the two
countries.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said this was
a most important subject, and recent
negociations had shown ihat it was
not the State Government that con-
trolled the canals, but the Feder1
Governments. That statenîcrit lie had
seen published on good authority.
The late war had given rise to a
bitter feeling against this country,
which feeiing he thought should be
now removed. If Canada pernitted
American vessels to navigate Canadian
canals, Canada ought to be granted
tho same privilege on American
canals. le trusted the negotiations
with the United States Government
would be proceeded with energetically
with a view of getting the required
concessions made.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
the papers brought down the previous
day on the subject gave the fullest in-
formation, both on the ground taken
by the State and Federal Governments.
The State Governments were admitted
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to have control of the State canals.
The State Governments had no objec-
tion to the navigation of their canals
by Canadian boats, but difficulties
were thrown in the way by the Fed-
eral Government.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL trusted the
Government would follow up the matter
energetically. The Federal Government
were not only bound in honour, but by
treaty, to endeavour to use their influ-
ence to obtain that concession from the
State. If these concessions were not
to be obtained, he thought the Canadian
Government should place on American
vessels coming into our waters such
restrictions as they could, legitimately
and fairly, for the purpose of com-
pelling them to adopt a more liberal
system in regard to Canada.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Federal Government did faithfully
fulfil their obligation under the
Washington Treaty to use their in-
fluence with the State Government.
The State Government acceded to the
request, but the Federal Government
shut the Canadians out from the canals
by the operation of their own laws.
The Washington Treaty was so ingeni-
ously constructed that if Canada refused
to allow American vessels to navigate
Canadian canals she was subject to the
imposition of certain penalties, but no
penalty was imposed on Americans if
they did not allow Canadians to use
their canals.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said Le noticed
by the papers which had been brought
down that no restrictions had been
placed on the navigation of these canals
by the State Governments. The diffi-
culty had come fron the Federal
Government itself upon the authority
of an old law passed in 1799. But it
was stated in these papers that a law
had been passed in 1850, by which the
former law had been abrogated, or by
which the old law could be over-rid-
den, and compel the carrying out of
the Washington Treaty. The principal
reason the American Government gave
for their present action was that Can-
ada had no right whatever to the
navigation of their rivers and canals in
the interior of their country, and that
Canada had a rigi t only to the navi-
gation of those waters and canals

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

which lay contiguous to the Canadian
boundary lnes. The 27th clause of the
Treaty, on which the contention was
grounded, ran as follows :---" And the
"several canals connected with the
"navigation of the lakes and rivers

traversed by or contiguous to the
boundary line between the possess-

"ions of the high contracting parties."
The Americans held that Canadian
vessels could not go further than the
first port of entry where they must
make their entry and unload. H1e was
glad the Government had taken action
in this matter, but le was afraid their
negotiations would not be brought to a
favourable termination.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) would ask the
Hon. Minister of Customs if it was in-
tended to establish Customs stations on
the Doulin near to Barton, and on the
Peace River District where it joins
British Columbia. Hie would remind
the Hon. Minister of Customs that the
Premier had stated in the House some
time back that duties to the extent of
several thousand dollars had been col-
lected within the past year in the Bow
River District of the country--and it
is well known that supplies to a con-
siderable extent are brought into the
territory by way of Minsa and Bar-
ton. It is also reported that an Eng-
lish merchant, having a business con-
nection with the North-West, proposes
this ensuing summer to have his goods
entered for sale in the Saskatchewan
District introduced by that route, and
in view of this he trusted the Hon.
Minister would consider whether there
ought not to be a regular Customs sta-
tion there, as well as on the Peace
River, by which latter channel sup-
plies were also taken in to no small
extent.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said this was
something new, and the matter would
be looked into carefully.

The item was concurred in.

EXCISE.

On item No. 187, appropriating
$235,800 for Excise Department,

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said he desired
to state, in answer to a question put to
him in regard to the reduction of the
salary of the collector of Inland Reve-
nue at Monckton, New Brunswick,
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from $700 to $600, that that officer
was appointed in July, 1,70, at a
salary of $500 a year ; and in July,
1871, the factory ceased a portion of
its operations. In the month of July,
1872, his salary was ircreased from
$500 to $700, notwithstanding that his
labours were reduced. The Govern-
ment, therefore, considered they were
justified in making the reduction.

The item was concurred in.

CULLER's FEES.

On item No. 188, appropriating
$81,500 for salaries, culler's fees and
contingent expenses,

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) called atten-
tion to the excessive charges made in
this branch. The Hon. Finance
Minister had stated last year that the
receipts of the Quebec office were very
little in excess of the expenditure. He
found by examining the public
accounts that the receipts in the
Quebee office were $86,486, whilst the
expenditura was $77,465; leaving
an excess of upwards of $9,000.
As the season of navigation was
about to open, he thought it would be
extremely desirable that the fees
should be put on such a basis, as early
as possible, that they would only meet
the expenditure required.

lon. Mr. CARTWRIGIT explained
that his former statement was mad'
whilst under a slight misconception as
to the receipts. He had called the
attention of the Secretary of State for
the Provinces to the matter, and he
had promised to give it his early
attention.

Mr. CURRIER wished the Hon.
Premier to direct his attention to the
Culer's office at Quebec. He was sure
that if the Hon. Premier did so he
would find some other mode of carry-
ing on this office than that which al-
ready existed. The management could
be so changed as to reduce the expen-
diture by one-half, without interfering
with the efficiency of the service.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said when
this was up before he had urged the
Government to abolish the office and
allow free trade in this matter. He
found many in the trade approved of
that idea. Some of the largest firms
doing business on the Ottawa and its

tributaries never employed the cullers
of iis office when they could avoid
doing so.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) said the
object for which this office was estab-
lished was to prevent disputes between
buyers and sellers. It would be a great
misfortune if it were abolished. AI-
though there were many abuses in the
office, he would be very sorry indeed
to see it taken from under the super-
vision of the Goveriment.

Mr. CURRIER said he did not think
it was possible to abolish the office.
The Government required it to keep a
check of the lumber that went down.
The office could, no doubt, be greatly
im proved, and the charges reduced.

The item was concurred in.

POST OFFICES.

On item $1,732,500, for post-offices,
Mr. WRIG-HT (Pontiae) urged the

Government to secure an additional
thirty feet for the lane back ofthe new
post office at Ottawa. It would not
only give greater security to the
building, but it would induce holder s
of property on the West side of it to
put up good struetuire-.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
was a very wide and handsone street
opposite the Parliament buildings and
the people of Ottawa had put up a row
of shanties on it.

Mr. WRIGHT' had no doubt the
owners of the property referred to had
done the b*t thev could. The people
of Ottawa had shown ihemselves able
to erect as good buildings as the
Premier's constitueint- wned.

Mr. CURRIER did not think it was
necessary to have the thoroughfare
wider than forty feet, but thirty feet
was too narrow.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government had bought all they
intended to use. If the parties wbo
owned the adjacent property wished
to give 30 feet of it for a street, the
Government would consid er whether
the 30 feet that belonged to them
would be added to it for thoroughfare.
At present it was intended to enclose
it.

The item was concurred in.
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

On the item $72,000 for salaries of
92 inspectors of weights and measures,

Mr. GORDON complained .of the
smallness of salaries paid to those
officials. Five or six lutndred dollars
was not enough for their services. le
hoped the Govcnrnent would incroase
the appropriation.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZLE said it was
nfot intended that the persons engaged
in this work should be engaged all
the time at it. The Government did
not expect the fees would at all recoup
them for the amount they would have
to pay in salaries.

Mr. G ORDON-The fees now charg-
ed are much higher than under the
Local Government.

lon. Mr. BLAKE-Thev are not
going to meet the expenditure, how-
ever.

In r3jply to lon. Mr. Langevin,
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE explained

that it would never do to give large
salaries in smail towns; in largecities,
however, il night be different. In the
countr listri -ts. for the inspection of
weights and measures, $500 would be
the minimum; and this amount would
vary to $1,000, according to the extent
of population.

The item was concurred in.

GAS INSPECTION.

Item 191, providing $18,600 for the
salaries of 32 Gas inspectors, being
taken up,

lon. Mr. MITCHELL remarked
that it was a new item, and enquired
whether this expenditure would be
recouped by fees?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that it was impossible, at present, to
know what the fees would be. This
would depend in a large measuire upon
the extent to which the inhabitants of
towns chose to avail themselves of the
services of inspectors, of -whom as yet
very few bad been appointed.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Are appoint-
ments to be made in every town that
bas a gasometer ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-I do not
think that this will be done. Thefe
offierrs will be nppointed as necessity
requir i.

lion. Mr. MAoKENZIE.

Hon. Mir. MITCHELL-Do the fees
come into the Treasury ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWR[GHT - Yes.
The item was coneurred in

TELE(GRAPHI LINES.

Item 201, providing, for the payment
of $194,666, fir telegraph lines be-
ween Prince Edward Island and the
nainland being taken up,

Mr. KIRKPATR1CK remarked that
the Premier had promised to bring
down the contract in this relation.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE - I did,
supposing that there was a contract;
but I find that the paymentis necessary
under the terms of Union.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK-Is it settled
in the terms of Union?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Yes.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK-And how

was it that it was never paid before ?
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I suppose

that it must have been paid under gene-
ral telegraphic expenses. i asked Mr.
Langton for an explanation, but i
have not seen him since.

The item was concurred in.
At six o'clock the Ilouse took

recess.

AFTER RECESS.

THE TELEGRAPH LINE ON TUE INTER-
COLONIAL.

Mr. GOUDGE asked whether the
Montreal Telegraph Company have the
privilege of constructing a line of
telegraph, for general purposes, upon
the Intercolonial Railway from the
Province of Quebec to Nova Scotia?
If so, whether the privilege is confined
to the Montreal Telegraph Company?
Have the above-named Company built,
and are they operating a line upon
said Railway ? What were the condi-
tions upon which (if granted) the
privilege was given, and if they have
fulfilled these conditions?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The Mon-
treal Telegraph Company have the ex-
clusive privilege by perpetual contraet,
with the Government, entered into
three or four years ago, to construct a
line of telegraph along the Intercolon-
ial Railway. That privilege has been
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-exercised, the Government paying a
certain pioportion per mile-my im-
pression is $16 per mile. This amount
has been paid, and the Montreal
Telegraph Company have the right
by the specific agreement regularly
entered into with the Government
of operatiing -the line. On some por-
tions of the road the Western Union
Co. have a line also, but I presume
they work in harmony with the Mon-
treal Telegraph Co. The precise con-
ditions I have no objection to state,
and I am willing to bring down the
pape-s if anyone wants them. We can-
not terminate the contract with the
company except by purchase. The
Dominion Telegraph Co., some months
ago, applied for the right to erect a line
along the Intercolonial, but I did not
feel we could grant their request with-
out terminating the existing contract.

Mr. GOUDGE-How is it the West-
ern Union has a line there?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I presume
by agreement with the Montreal Tele-
graph Co.

Mr. GOUDGE-JJow is it they do
work cheaper for the Government than
for the public?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-They are
bound to do the railway work withont
charge.

THE CARNARVON SETTLEMENT.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked whether any
despatches or telegrams have been re-
ceived from Her Majesty's principal
Secretary of State for the Colonies
respecting the Address to Her Majesty
the Queen, from the Legislative As-
sembly and Government of British
Columbia, forwarded February last,
urging Her Majesty's Imperial Gov-
ernment to move the Dominion Gov-
ernment to carry out the Carnarvon
settlement in reference to the Pacific
Railway? If so, what is the nature of
the said telegrams, despatches, etc.;
and will they be laid before the House
this Session ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-There is
no despatch that can be laid before the
House this Session.

SOREL CUSTOM HOUSE.

Mr. BARTHE moved an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General

for copies of any petition, correspon-
dence or other documents in thehands
of the Government in favour of the
building of a Custom House in the
town of Sorel, district of Richelieu.-
Carried.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PENITENTIARY.

Mr. OUIMET noved for an order of
the lHouse for copies of all official cor-
respondence and of all instructions
issued in relation to the completion or
finishing of the building and outbuild-
ings of the Penitentiary of St. Vincent
de Paul (Quebec), and in relation
to the building of a bouse for
the keepers and employés of the
said Penitentiary ; also a state-
ment shewing the amount expend-
ed for repairs on the residence
of the Warden of the said Penitentiary
-the whole from the establishment of
the said Penitentiary to 1st January,
1876.

Hon. Mi. MACKENZIE said he
could only agree to this motion in a
qualified way. He had no objection
to bring down all that was necessary
to give the information the hon. gen-
tleman wanted as to the expenditure
and other points, but he would not
bring down everything.

Mr. OUIMET said his object was
to know whether the Governnent
had decided to finish the addition to
the building in order to avoid the
necessity of transferrring the convicta
to Kingston.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
Government were making preparations
for building the wing.

The motion was carried.

MONTREAL HARBOUR COMMISSION.

Mr. OUIMET moved an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General
for a statement of all salaries, fees and
indemnity paid by the Harbour Com-
missioners of Montreal to any member
or employé of the said Harbour Com-
mission since 1872.-Carried.

LICENSING oF ENGINEERS.

Mr. COOK moved an Address to His;
Excellency the Governor General, for
copies of all correspondence with the
Quebec Board of Trade, Mr. Risley,
the Chairman of the Board of Steam-
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boat Inspection, and the Government
in reference to the passage of an Act
for the Licensing of Engineers else-
where than on Steamboats.-Carried.

TONNAGE DUES IN AMERICAN PORTS.

Mr. NORRIS moved an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General
for all correspondence between the
Governiment of Canada and the United
States, in reference to the regulations
imposed compelling foreign vessels to
call and report at Duncan City, in the
Straits of Mackinaw, before being
allowed to enter Lake Michigan; also
in reference to the payment of tonnage
dues on all foreign vessels in American
ports.-Carried.

PACIFIC RAILWAY CONTRACT NO. 15.

Mr. IIGINBOTHAM moved for an
Order of the House for copies of all
tenders, for the construction of contract
No. 15 Canadian Pacifie Railway; also
all correspondence with reference
thereto, together with copies of in-
struetions, if any, issued by the De-
partment of Public Works to the
En neer in charge having reference
to said contract.-Carried.

SECTION EIGHT,--INTERCOLONIAL RAIL-
WAY.

Mr. FISET moved for an Order of
the Ilouse for copies of all correspon-
lence between the workmen on section
8 ot'ihe Intercolonial Railway and the
Governinent, in relation to the non-
)ay ient of their wages for work done

under the direction of John O'Don-
nell, agent of Duncan McDonald, con-
tractor for the said section; copies of
their sworn accounts transmitted to
the Department of Public Works by
divers persons; also copies of all cor-
respondence which may have passed
between the Governnent and the
Superintendent of Dominion Railways
for the Governmen t, between the Gov-
ertinient and the parties interested.
-Carried.

THE CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE
LORANGER.

On the order being called for the
motion for a Committee to enquire
into the charges alleged in the petitions
respecting J udge Loranger,

Mr. CooK.

Ar. BECHARD said be would not,
at this late period of the Session, pro-
coed with a motion involving so im-
portant an investigation; but he gave
the House an assurance that the subject
would be brought up next Session.

THE RAILWAY STATION AT BIC PARISIH.

Mr. FISET moved for an Order of
the House for the correspondence be-
tween the Government or the Inter-
colonial Railway Commissioners, and
the interested parties of the Parish of
Bic, with reference to the change of
the site of the Railway station at the
said place; also for the correspon-
dence between the interested parties of
the parish of St. Octave de Métis, and
neighbouring parishes, and the Gov-
ernment asking that the station of St.
Octave be placed in a more convenient
situation.-Carried.

THE ALASKA BOUNDARY LINE.

Mr. ROSCOE moved an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General,
for copies of all correspondence be-
tween this Government and the Gov-
ernment of the United States regard-
ing the settlement of the boundary line
between Alaska and British Columbia.

bon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
correspondence was of a semi-private
nature, and he was not sure whether
it could be brought down.

The motion was carried.

THE DISTRESS AMONG THE F ISHERMEN

Mr. CIMON moved for an Order of
the Hou se for all correspondence with
theDepartment of Marine and Fisheries,
in the course of last autumn, in the
matter of the distress among the
fishermen of the North Shoie of the
St. Lawrence, and the replies of the
Department to such correspondence.
-Carried.

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT SOREL.

31r. BARTHE moved for, an Order
of the Flouse for copies of all corres-
pondence of whatsoever nature, tele-
Lrams, &c., between the Government
and the Reverend M. Dupré, priestr
Curé of Sorel, President of the B3oard
of the Directors of the Classical and
Commercial College, Sorel, Robert
Sewell, S. Hayden, Esquire, Provincial
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Land Surveyor, and any other person;
of any report by the said Hayden or any
other person, respecting offer to pur-
chase a piece of land belonging to the
Government, situated in the town of
Sorel, by the Corporation of the said
College of Sorel, together with copies
of all communications from any person
whomsoever, of whatsoever nature, in
relation to this matter, between Colonel
Coffin, an employé of the Government,
or any other employé of the Govern-
ment and any other person whomso-
ever, residing in the town of Sorel or
elsewhere, in relation to the said offer
to purchase the said piece of land.-
Carried.

DREDGING AT LAKE ST. CLAIR.

Mr. STEPHENSON moved for an
Order of the House for a return of all
expenditure in detail incurred in
dredging a channel at the entrance of
the Chenal Ecarté, into Lake St. Clair ;
also, the dredging at Johnson's Bcnd,
as well as in the River Sydenham,
together with the Engineer's Reports
connected therewith.-Carried.

THE POSTMASTER AT GLENCOE.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved for
an Order of the House for copies of
all the evidence taken by the Post
Office Inspector in regard to charges
brought against the Postmaster at
Glencoe, together with all reports
made to the Post Office Department in
connection therewith.-Carried.

COUNTY OF LOTBINIERE.

The third reading of the Bill entitled
an Act to detach a certain portion of
the County of Lotbinière and to annex
it to the County of Beauce, being
moved,-

Hon. Mr. LANGEVLN moved that
it be not read the third time, but that
it be referred back to the Committee
of the whole House to be amended as
follows :-

" Whereas the parish of St. Sévérin, in the
county and district of Beauce, including there-
in a portion of the seigniory of Beaurivage,
in the county of Lotbinière, has lately been
constituted, and whereas the said parish of
St. Sévérin formns a separate and distinct
municipality, and it is expedient to detach
the said portion of the seigniory of Beaurivage
from the county or electoral district of
Lotbinière and to attach it to the county or

electoral district of Beauce, for the purposes
of representation in the House of Commons ;
Therefore Her Majesty, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate and House of
Commons of Canada, enacts as follows :-

From and atter the comning into force of
this Act, that portion of the municipality of
the parish of St. Sévérin, now forming part
of the County of Lotbinière for the purposes
hereinafter mentioned, shall bu detached
from the said county of Lotbinière, and shall
be annexed to the county of Beauce for the
purposes of representation in the House of
Commons."

Mr. JONES (Leeds) explained that
he had opposed the second rcadiig of
the Bill, on the ground that Bills of
this nature should not be brought in by
private members, for if hon. gentlemen

egan changing their constituencies,
to suit their own convenience, he did
not know where this would end. It
had been said that there was a prece-
dent for it in the proceedings of the
Parliament of 1873; but the precedent
was bad ; and he had objected to the
measure because he had frequently
heard rumours about the House, to the
effect that alterations were to be pro-
posed with regard to electoral districts
in Ontario. Constituencies in Quebec
were, however, to a certain extent dif-
ferent from those in the sister Pro-
vince ; and under present circumstances
he withdrew his opposition.

The amendment being carried, the
louse went into Comnittee of the

Whole. The Bill was reported with
the amendment, which being read]the
first and second time, and concurred
in, the Bill was read the third time,
and passed.

CONCURRENCE.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
concurrence in the reports of Commit-
tee of Supply.

THE WELLAND CANAL.

On item No. 87, appropriating
$2,000,000 for the work of construction
on the Welland Canal,

Mr. McCALLUM said ho was of
opinion that it would be much cheaper
to raise the masonry of the locks dur-
ing construction, so as to prepare for
a fourteen feet draught, instead of a
twelve feet draught. He wished to
know whether it was the intention of
the Government to do this, as it eould
be done much cheaper now than after-
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wards; and, also, if they intended to
build a new aqueduct across the Wel-
land River or deepen the existing one.
He asked whether the Government
intended to deepen and pomplete the
feeder, as formerly intended. It was
totally useless as it was, and unless
about $100,000 more was spent upon
it the money which had already been
expended would be lost to the country.

He also wished to get information in
regard to the rock excavations-if they
would be able to complete this work
within a reasonable time, and at a
reasonable expense-and wanted to
know why the work was not let
before.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he did
not think the Government intended to
deepen the feeder. They expected to
get the rock excavations at Port Col-
borne executed as soon as possible. It
was intended to deepen the aqueduct
so that it would allow 14 feet of water
ultimately, and this work would be
placed under contract as soon as the
engineer could get his plans ready.
It was not the intention of the Gov-
ernment to construct any of the works
for 14 feet that could as well be done
afterwards. In places where it was
necessary to do any sinking to attain
the depth of 14 feet the excavation
would be done.

Mr.. McCALLUM contended that
the rock cutting was a work that
nught to have been let because it would
take a long time to complete it, and it
was questionable whether the work
.could be done ut anvthing like reason-
able expense. Mr. Page iii his report
on this subject said as to the aqueduct, it
was questionable whether they could ob-
tain a depth of 12 feet without injuring
the present structure, and he thought
it would be better to build a new
aqueduct at once than to make these
alterations at an expenditure which
would be thrown away. Now, in
regard to the feeder, the action of the
Government had been the means of
squandering $150,000 or $200,000 of
the people's money. Mr. Page said on
this point :-

" During seasons of very low water there
are, however, occasionally for short periods,
less than 12 feet of water on the present lock-
sills at Port Colborne. It is therefore pro.
posed when increasing the length of that

Mr. McCALLUM.

strucpure, or building another one, to lower
the sills say 12 inches.

4 The contemplated depth of the aqueduct
can be obtained by cutting dowa the crown
of the arches from ten to twelve inches for a
space of about 20 feet in the centre of the
channel through it.

" This can be doue without injuring the
stability of the structure, if strong bands of
wrought iron are let into the stone, extended
down into the haunches of the respective
arches, and throughout well fastened to the
masonry.

" The space above mentioned might then
be covered between the abutments with heavy
plate iron, well fastened to bands and bearers
and otherwise secured so as to prevent dis-
placement from any cause whatever.

" By adopting this course the present
aqueduct can be made available for the pas-
sage of vessels of the full draft of the enlarged
canal, and in this way one of the chief difli-
culties in carrying out the enlargement at
this important point would be obviated at a
very inoderate outlay.

" Means must, however, be provided for
supplying a laree volume of water for canal
service than could pass through the aqueduct.

And again Mr. Page says :-
" It is, however, important that the feeder

should be thoroughly cleaned out, the bottom
lowered about two feet, and some additional
passiug places made.

" By doing this, it is believel that a much
greater volume of water could be drawn from
the Grand River at its low stages, even in dry
seasons, and in this way the difficulties hith-
erto arising from short supply would doubt-
less in a great degree be obviated. In case of
a wet season oc urring during the enlarge-
ment of the main line, the deepening of the
feeder would admit of the trade passing tem-
porarily by that route, as was done when the
construction of the present canal was in pro-
gress.

" By adopting this course, it is probable
that the work connected with the rock cut-
ting below Port Colborne, instead of being
confined to the winter months of several
years, might be carried on at least one year
continuously, and would greatly facilitate the
operations and enable the pressing demand of
the trade to be met at the earliest possible
period.

"From this lock to Stone Bridge, and be.
low the latter place, there are rock cuttings,
in the aggregate fully l miles in length, and
58 feet in width, the bottoms of which are
from l¼ to 1½ feet higher than the present
mitre sill of the lock. To deepen this will be
a work of great difficulty, and will require
several winters for .its performance, as the
cuts are so situated that water pours in in
every direction from fissures in the rock, and
no drainage from them can be formed within
the limits of anything like a reasonable ex-
pense. It will therefore be necessary to divide
the work into short sections by means of cof-
ferdams, and have powerful steam pumps at
each end of a section so as to unwater it. In
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fact, it may fairly be assumed that the indis,
pensable unwatering of the work will cost
fully as much as the actual cost of removing
the rock."

The Hon. Minister of Public Works
had told the House last year, in answer
to a question by the hon. member for
Torcnto, that this work was to be fin-
ished by 1876, and yet they had the
statement of the engineer that
it would take several years to
finish works that had not at the pres-
ent been commenced. 'It was doubtful
to his mind whether they would be
able to excavate the rock or not, but
he thought they should go to work at
once deepening the feeder as was re-
commended in the engineer's report.
$100,000 more expended on the feeder
would be well expended. He was of
opinion that it would be years before
the carrying trade of the country
would be able totake advantage of the
benefits accruing to commerce by the
enlargement-and the present Govern-
ment is very much to blanie in this
matter.

Mr. NORRIA was satisfied that the
Welland Canal would in future have to
be deepened to t îe extent of 14 feet,
and le would suggest that while they
were building the banks of the canal
they should build them so as to allow a
depth of 14 feet, as they could not be
so well raised afterwards as at
the present time. If they did
not do this, a large sum would
be lost in casting aside the lock gates.
He hoped this would be taken into
consideration. As to the water in the
feeder, he agreed that the money that
had been expended there had been
thrown away, but the lion. member for
Monck forgot to tell the House, when
he was speaking on the subject, that a
large portion of that work was done
before the present Government came
into power at all. He had no confi-
dence in the scheme when it was pro-
posed by the late Government, and it,
had turned out as he had anticipated.

Mr. McCALLUM did not wish to
deny that the work was commenced
by the late Government, and that un-
dertaking was creditable to them, but
it was commenced at the recommend-
ation of their own engineer, and he
supported the Government in their
Canal policy long before the lion.

member for Lincoln had a seat in this
flouse.

The item was concurred in.

THE PARLIAMENT GROUNDS.

On item No. 66, apprepriating
8331,000 for the Publie Buildings at
Ottawa,

lon. Mr. MITCHELL asked what
course the Government intended to
pursue in regard to the embellishment
of the grounds in front of this building.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
immediately in front of the terrace
wall would be simply grass. Some
trees would be placed in the open
angles between the departmental build-
ings and the central building. Arouind
the building gardens would be laid out,
but it was deemed advisable to have
an unbroken lawn in front.

The item was concurred in.

MILITIA.

On item No. 12 appropriating $20,-
000 for drill pay and other incidental
expenses connected witb the drill
and training of the Militia,

Hon. iMir. VAIL explained in regard
to the eloth that had been selected
for the uniforns that some of it had
not given satisfaction.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)-Is
that the grey cloth manufactured at
Cobourg ?

Hon. MHr. VAIL rephed that it was
not. The cloth lie referred to was the
scarlet and green which had been
manufactured at Cornwall and Ottawa.
So far as he could learn, the grey cloth
manufactured at Cobourg had turned
out satisfactorily, but it had been found
that the red cloth could not be dyed
nearly so well in Canada or the United
States as in England.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) sub-
mitted that if an inferior article was
manufactured in Canada, the defeet
niust be in the dye. It would be oily
fair to oui' manufacturers to afford
them an opportumity for seeing whether
they could produce good scarlet cloth
or not.

In reply to Mr. Bowell.

lon. Mr. VAIL stated that every
yard of the cloth had been inspected
by Mr. Fingland, a merchant of Ottawa,
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who had performed this duty in th
most satisfactory manner. The ser
vices of a military tailor, who wa
employed in the Department of th,
Minister of Justice, had also been ob
tained in this connection. The cos
had been light.

Mr. BOWELL-What did Mr Fing
land receive ?

Hon. Mr. VAIL--$800.
Mr. BOWELL-How long was he

employed ?
ion. Mr. VAIL--I cannot say.
Mr. BOWELL--Had he a clerk ?
Hon. Mr. VAIL ---lie had an assist-

ant for a short time.
Mr. BOWELL---What did he obtain?
Hion. Mr. VAIL----$320.
'The item was concurred in.
Item 66 being taken up,
lon. Mr. LANGEVIN hoped that

a company of artillery at Gaspé, which
had been waiting for guns for four
years, would be shortly supplied with
them. The officers had passed
through the Military and Gunnery
Schools in Quebec. When he was in
office, the application was made, but
could not be satisfied at the time,
though the guns were promised as
soon as the Government had any at
their disposal for this purpose. He
hoped that the matter would be taken
into consideration.

The item was concurred in.

PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Item 83, relative to the Pacific Rail-
way being taken up,

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) stated that
he had taken occasion to express his
opinions in this relation, when the
House was in Committee of Supply.
There was but one opinion on his side
of the House; and this was, that faith
should be kept with British Columbia.
He was also exceedingly anxious that
no undue burdens should be thrown on
the people; and so strongly did he
possess this feeling that he wished to
place his views on record-and, accord-
ingly, ho moved that there be added
the following words:_

But while granting this ,sun this House
desires to record its view, that the arrange-
ments for the construction of the Canadian

Hon. Mr. VAIL.

e Pacific Railway shall be such as the resources
of the country will permit, without increasing
the existing rates of taxation."

e Mr. PLUMB did not doubt that the
- hon. gentleman was personally sincere
t in his desire to prosecute the building

of this railway. He was very glad to
- say that the policy proposed had been

adopted by the late Government, and
expressly stipulated in all the arrange-
ments they effected with regard
to this great national work. In sub-
sequent legislation this very important
clause was conspicuous by its absence;
and in the preamble of the Act of 1874,
special reference was made to increased
taxation as necessary to meet the ex-
pense to be incurred in the prosecution
of this important undertaking. There
was no recognition in it of the cardi-
nal principle of the Act of 1872. The

. railway should be built from ocean to
ocean within our own territories in the
interest of the people of this country;
and this the latter demanded. They
never supposed, expected, or intended,
as far as he was aware of the intentions
of the late Government, to embarrass in
any way the public credit, or place
undue burdens upon our population, in
order to build this line. lie believed
that it was admitted that the portion
between Winnipeg and the Rocky
Mountains could be built at less cost
than was estimated when the Act of
1874 was passed ; indeed it has been
stated that with the present price of
material and labour it could be con-
structed for less than 818,000 a mile,
but if it was located and ready for con-
tract to-morrow, lie undertook to say
that, under the obscure terms of the
Act of 1874, no one could be induced
to tender for it. If the Government
were in earnest as to building this
road-and he had very grave doubta
about it-he, knowing something of
railway enterprise and of railway con-
tracts, did not hesitate to say that it
would be impossible for an ordinary
contractor to understand the statutes
clearly enough to make a close tender.
He would be compelled to tender high
in order to make himself safe. If
the Administration were willing to
take advantage of the present opportu-
nity when the price of railway mate-
rial was low, as they seemed to be, of
the low price of steel rails in 1874, he

-Railway.[COMMONS.]



[APRIL 7, 1876.]

had no doubt that low offers would be
made, if invited, for the building of
the road, as would almost render their
refusal impossible.

In view of the number of railroads
being built across the continent he could
not see why there was such persistence
in urging the difficulties in the way of
constructing our Pacific Railroad. The
Union Pacifie had proved a success,
notwithstanding the fact that it passed
through a country inferior to ours.
Population followed railroads, and it
was only by running a road to our
great North-West that we could get
any adequate return from it.

Mr. DECOSMOS said the future
historian of the Canadian Parliament
would treat this resolution with perfect
contempt. Its mover would be
regarded as one who was willing to
repudiate the solemn obligation of the
Dominion with one of its provinces.

Mr. ROSS-No! no!

Mr. DECOSMOS said the question of
taxation should never be taken into
consideration in carrying out the
obligations of the country. Taxation
could only reach a certain maximum.
If it exceeded that, it became
oppression. It never was the wish of
the people of British Columbia that
such a burden should be placed on the
Dominion. Year after year the
resolution passed by the late Govern-
ment had cropped up and been
represented as part of the terms of
Union. The Minister of Justice had
denied the correctness of that idea, yet
one of his followers came forward now
with an amendment which was equi-
valent to repudiation. If it did not
mean that, it was worthless.

The speech of the Premier was excel-
lent, but when the hon. gentleman took
his seat he left the House in a fog. le
had not said where the railway would
be commenced on the Pacifie coast.
The hon. gentleman gave new evi-
dences every day of an intention to
build the road, but he should state
where it would begin and whether
work would be commenced this year.
The hon. member for Yale had put
down the en-ire cost of building the
road from the Ottawa to the Pacifie
eoast at $71,OOO,000. That was un-
doubtedly a more correct estimate than

had been hitherto made by other mem-
bers; but when he stated the portion
west of that, extending to Victoria,
would cost $27,500,000, he greatly
exaggerated the cost. It would cost
half that amount. The hon. member
for Yale had also stated that Burrard
Inlet was a better harbour than Bute
Inlet. It so happened, however, that
it could not be entered like other har-
bours. For the Vancouver Pilot, issued
by the Admiralty, says:-

" The strength of the tide in the narrowest
part of the First Narrows is from 4 to 8 knots.
The only directions for a steamer are to keep
the south shore aboard and to be quick and
carefal with the helm ; siall craft niay go
through with ease, the tide being favourable ;
to a sailing ship a knowledge of the locality
is necessary as well as a commanding breeze,
and should never be attempted with the full
strength of the stream."

There were two large saw mills fron
whieh a large quantity of lumber was
shipped. Vessels came to anchor off
Victoria in the first place, were tugged
into Burrard Inlet, and when they had
received their cargo they were tugged
into the Straits of Fuca opposite Vic-
toria, or into the open ocean. That
wafconclusive against Barrard Inlet
that it was not a first-class port, suit-
able for the terminus of the Pacific
Railroad. If it were suitable for a ter-
minus, vessels would never take a tug
to reach it and leave it, whether with
or without a cargo. This is the best
evidence that Burrard Inlet is unsuit-
able. The hon. member for Yale had
referred to Bute Inlet, and he would
read his utterances on the subject.
They were as follows:-

" Last year Admiral Cochrane made a trip
to it in a small gunboat, admirably suited for
this purpose, in company of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Trutch, and on his way the former re-
marked that if Bute Inlet became the terminus
of the Canadian Pacific Railway it would be
impossible for the Eastern trade to pass by it,
as accommodation for steamers 300 or 400feet
in length should exist, and id toas dißfcult for that
small boat to niake the passage."

He desired to eall the attention of the
Ilouse to be statementof theVancouver
Island Coast Pilot which said:-," Te
harbour at the head of the inlet is about
two miles in extent." Now, it was
a great absurdity to state that a vessel
3)0 or 40J fee' >nig euld not niove
r %ud in n b tw o mles in extent.
lic Ynew \mi( Ccehrane too well to
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suppose ho made such a statement; so
there must be some misapprehension on
the subject, inasmuch as a vessel of
that size could move round in Wad-
dington Hlarbour as easily as she could
in the harbour of San Francisco.
The hon. gentleman had also said that
Burrard Inlet was approachable at any
time ; but the statement he (Mr. DeCos
mos) had made on a former occasion
as to vessels going there for lumber,
proved conclusively that, in the judg-
ment of ship captains and shipowners,
it was not approachable at any time.
The hon. gentleman had made another
statement as reported in the Montreal
Gazette, that the delta of t he Fraser con-
tained 11,500,000 acres of arable land.
He hoped the hon. gentleman would
withdraw that statement. He knew
the delta of the Lower Fraser
well, and in his judgment there were
not more than 1,000 square imiles,
or 640,000 acres. He did not think
there should be any exaggeration in re-
gard to the resources of the country.
The hon. gentleman had also said:
"lHe would refer to the British Colum-

bia question generally; ho deep-
"ly regretted the step taken by
"the hon. gentleman from Tic-
"toria last week, and ho thought

that this hon. gentleman's resolution
" deserved its fate." That was candid
on the hon. gentleman's part, but at the
same ti me he was satisfied the people of
British Columbia wotuld think different-
ly. The hon. gentlemai had further
stated that " it was well known when

the contraet of the late Administra-
tion failed, that it would be im-
possible to carry out the terms of
the union. It had been stated that
unless the resolution of which they

"ihad heard so much, had been in-
"serted, the Address to her Majesty

would iot have been passed."
Hie, however, knew as a fact that the
leader of the late Government, when
the House was stunmoned in October,
1873, was in favour of constructing
that railway as a Dominion public
work. They had heard it stated by
the hon, member for Charlevoix, that
the road should be constructed by a
eompany with a su bsidy of $30,000,000
and $50,000.000 acres of land; and ho
had io doubt the hon. gentleman lhad
an object to serve when lie made the

Mr. DECOsmos.

statement. lis party apparently were
afraid thqt if it were constricted as a
Dominion Public Work it would place
in the hands of the Government so
much patronage that they would be
able to retain office as long as they
desired. In reference to Governor
Trutch, the hon. gentleman had said :

" It had been alleged that the said Govern-
ment was forced to assent to the passage of
this resolution, and he believed that this de-
claration had never been contradicted, and he
had heard both members from Victoria say
that they had the authority of Lieutenant
Governor Trutch for the statement that lie
(Mr. Trutch) had never been in a position to
give his consent to this resolution."

There were two witnesses, members
of the House, against the hon.
member for Yale. in regard to this
statement. and he would leave.
it to the House to decide with
whom lay the weight ofevidence. le
was surprised to hear the hon. gentle-
man state that ho (Mr. DeCosmos)
had said ho had never heard of the re-
solution with respect to taxation. The
hon. gentleman was incorrect. He
had never made that statement, for he
well remembered having read the reso-
lution as soon as the papers containing
the debates of Parliament came to
British Columbia. As far as the Legis-
lature of British Columbia was con-
cerned, when they passed the address
they knew nothing of the resolutiori,
and they were not then bound by it,
nor were they at the present time.
The hon. member had further said that
the petition to the Queen that resulted
in the Carnarvon settlement was cat-
rietl at a large meeting packed by Mr.
Walkem's friends. It so happened
however, that the Treasurer of the pre-
sent Local Government was a member
of that league, and had advocated the
position taken by the Walkem Govern-
ment in the hon. gentleman's own con-
stituency whilst on a special mission.
The existing Local Government had en-
dorsed the same thing, but so far as ho
(Mr. DeCosmos) was individually con-
cerned, lie always thought the wisest
course would have been to have
come to the Federal Government
and let by-gones be by-gones and en-
deavour to arrive at a satisfactorv con-
elusion before going to England. With
respect to the construction of a rail-
way he would say that there had been.
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:a great deal of disappointment and
loss to the Province through the non-
commencement of the work. He
showed that the terminus selected
for the Northern Pacifie Railway only
eontained one or two houses, whereas,
had the Northern Pacifie Railway Co.
decided at the start where the termi-
nus should be, they might have had a
largeAown there now, and be deriving
a large revenue from the town lots sold
to settlers. The same thing, the va-
cillation with respect to the terminus
in British Columbia, affected Victoria
to-day. Had the Government carried
out the original policy fixing the ter-
minus at Esquimalt, he had no doubt
that the population of Victoria to-day
would have been double what it is. The
statement of the hon. member for
Chalevoix that Esquimalt was the
only point for the terminus of this road,
would meet with the hcarty sympathy
of the people of British Columbia.
With regard to the question of routes,
the Fraser River route he found had
been abandoned. The question then
was narrowed down to the Bute Inlet
route and the route by way of Deai's
Channel. If the Government were
foolish enough to bring the railroad to
Dean's Channel they would affect little
or no good for the Province of British
Columbia, but some of the greatest
benefits would be derived by the Do-
minion if Bute Inlet were selected.
Bute Inlet was so situated ii respect
to Vancouver Island that vessels going
to China or Japan might pass through
Johnson's Straits to Queen Charlotte
Sound as easily and as quickly as from
Dean's Inlet through Milbank Sound.
If the road were taken to Bute Inlet
it would pass through the best and
most accessible portion of British Co-
lumbia, where settlement could be
easily effected. The region to the
north of Seymour Narrows was rich in
coal, iron and other minerals. The
climate there was not surpassed in any
country, not even in England. If it
ran by Dean's Channel it would not so
benefit and ensure the settlement of
the country. If this were accomplished
it would be an unfortunate act on the
part of the Government, as the land in
that quarter was sterile. If the line
was taken to Bute Inlet, the Govern-
ment might afterwards at any time

78

extend it to the head of the inlet, to
Vancouver Island. From Nanaimo to
the head of Bute Inlet was a water
stretch which the Government might
utilise. If the road was brought to
Dean Channel, the transpacific business
would not be so large as if it was run
to Alberni or Esquimalt. The Japan-
ese current flowed into and almost
struck the shore of Vancouver's 1sland
nearly opposite, thus making it most
fitvourable to ships passing eastwardly
from Yokohama or long Kong to Es-
quiniait; while, if going westward,
they would have to, undoubtedly, go
south of the Japanese current, as did
the Pacifie mail steamship running to
China and Japan, which took this
route in order to enjoy milder weatber.
The prevailing winds were, besides, in
favour of vessels passing westward
along the south route. If the Govern-
ment fixed the terminus at Alberni
and Esquimalt, it would not only be iii
the interests of the Province of British
Columbia and of the Dominion, but
alsc of the commerce of the world.
le hoped that the Government would
obtain the sanction of Parliament be-
fore the Session closed to the com-
mencement at an early date of the rail-
-way within the Province of British
Columbia.

The members were then called in,
the Ilouse divided, and the amendment
vas carried

vision:-
on the following

YEÂS:

Messieurs
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Baby,
Bain,
Bannatyne,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blake,
Blanchet,
Borden,
Bourassa,
Bowell,
Bowman,
Boyer.
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Cameron (Victoria),

Lajoie,
Landerkin
Langevin,
Langlois,
Lanthier,
Laurier,
Little,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Toronto),
McDonald (C. Breton),
MacDonnell (Invrn'ss)
Macdougall (Elgin),
McDougall (3 Rivers),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
McKay (Colchester),
Mackenzie,
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McCraney,
McGregor,
Mclntyre,
Mclsaac,
McLeod,
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Caron,
Cartwright,
Casey,
casgrain,
Cauchon,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cimon,
Coffin,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Davies,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De St. Georges,
DeVeber,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flesher,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Gaudet,
Gibson,
Gill,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Gordon,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Hagar,
Haggart,
Harwood,
Higinbotham,
Holton,
Horton,
Hurteau,
Irving,
Jetté
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Kirkpatrick,
Laflamme,
Laird,

[COMMONS.]

McNab,
McQuade,
Masson,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Mousseau,
Norris,
Oliver,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Pinsonneault,
Plumb,
Power,
Pozer,
Ray,
Richard,
Robillard,
Robinson,
Robitaille,
Rochester,
Ross (Durham),
Ross, (Middlesex),
Rouleau,
Ryan,
Rymal,
S criver,
Shibley,
Short,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Snider,
Stirton,
Taschereau,
Thibaudeau,
Tremaine,
Trow,
Vail,
Wallace (Albert),
White (Hastings),
Wood,
Workman,
Young.-149.

NAYs:
Messieurs

Currier, Platt,
DeCosmos, Pope,
Farrow, Thompson (Cariboo,
Jones (Leeds,) Wallace (Norfolk),
Mitchell, Wright (Ottawa)-10.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL rose to ex-
plain why he had cast the vote he had
given on this motion. He had been
prevented doing this previously, and
had been obliged to vote apparently
:igainst views he had supported several
years ago, when this question was
before the House, in connection with

Mr. DECosMos.

the entrance of the Province of British
Columbia into the Union. What was
the motive which inspired the present
motion ?-It would be unparliamentary
to state it ; but he would say that he
believed that its effect would be to place
in the hands of the Government the
right to say :-" By the vote of
the Conservatives in support of the
resolution of the hon. member for
Middlese- , which stated to the House,
that if there was the slightestincrease
in taxation involved in continuing
the construction of this road, we are
absolved from the obligation of carry-
ing out the agreement with the Pro-
vince of British Columbia." He
regretted that the members of
the great Conservative party, who
were around him, though he had
no claim on their consideration,
had fallen into the trap set for them,
and placed in the hands of the Cabi-
net a resolution which would be an
excuse for inaction. He was one of
those who desired to see the compact
with British Columbia carried out in
its integrity, in all its honesty, and to
the letter. While he entertained these
views, he was compelled by the force
of circumstances to vote practically
against them. He had voted for the
admission of British Columbia into the
Union; he had supported the terms
in question; and he thought, that if
this step bad not been then taken,
another flag would to-day float over
Victoria and Nanaimo.

He did not blame the Government
for its action; he would make no re-
flection on the Ministry ; they might
have erred, and he believed they had
erred; they had been appalled by the
enormous expenditure which they
imagined was required to carry out
this policy. They were weak-kneed;
for if they had a little more firmness,
stiffening in the back, self-confidence
and self-reliance, they would believe in
the ability of Canada to fulfil the en-
gagements which she had contracted.
If an opposite course were pursued,
more confidence would be created in
the outlying Provinces than to-day
existed, and a better feeling would
prevail between the different sections
of the Dominion. He had faith in
Canada's ability to carry out the-
compact in question.
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Hlon. Gentlemen-H-Iear! hear!
lion. Mr. MITCHELL-Hon. gen-

tlemen might say hear! hear! derisive-
ly, but such a faith he possessed; and if
the Government did not carry it out,
the time would come, and before long,
when men would tale their places who
would do so.

What was the present position ? the
Government askMl the House to vote
half a million for the completion of
surveys, and to fulfil the terms of the
engagenent; and wbat did they find
the Administration doing under these
circumstances? An hon. gentleman
who was known to be one of their out-
and-out supporters submitted an
amendment, the effect of which was
practically to enable the Government to
postpone indefinitely-simply because
it would increase the taxation of the
country-the building of this trans-
continental railway. Did they not
know that the Finance Minister looked
with fear and trembling on the pros-
pect for next year. Did they not
know that the hon. gentleman anti-
cipated that the imports would not
equal the estimates made; and if
in order to meet the expenditure
required on the Pacific Railway,
an additional fifty cents had to be
levied on the imports, was there not
sufficient in the resolution adopted to
justify the Administration if they
would not proceed with the construe-
tion of this line. He regretted that
the representatives iii this House of
the great Conservative party of the
country had chosen to adopt the
policy of the hon. gentlemen froin
Middlesex. He would not say that
this was suggested by the Government ;
ho would not affirm that the Premier
had advised and counselled the hon.
member, and suggested the wording of
the motion; but he would declare that
if there was any amendment which
could possibly be moved, that would
play more effectively into the hands
of the Administration in carrying out
their do-nothing policy, it was this.
Ie was prepared to stand almost alone
in the position he had taken, thouglh
he was sorry that this was the case,
but he had voted as he had done, not
because he was against the carrying
out of the railway policy, or in favour
of the repudiation of our engage-

7S

monts, but for the reasons he had
mentioned. The resolution would be
used as an exense by the
Administration, to delay indefinitely
the progress of the work. He might
be wrong; ho trusted that he was; but
he feared that ho was eight. He
predicted that there would be next year
a deficit of five millions, and ho based
his opinion on the views of experienced
commercial men. As a member of Parlia-
ment, who was in sone measure
responsible for the entrance of British
Columbia in Confederation, ho desired
to place his views on record.

Mi. OUIMET regretted that he had
not been able to vote with the hon.
muember for Northumberland. If ho

renombered rightly, the amendment
moved by the hon. momber for
Middlesex, was inserted in the Act
introduced some years ago with regard
to the Pacifie Railway. This had been
done by the Conservatives, not because
they were opposed to the construction
of this road, but because they did not
desire that the country should be
overburdened with debt in consequence.
They wero still anxious, as a party-he
would venture to say-to have this rail-
way finished ; but they did not want to
have too great an expenditure incurred.
For his (Mr. Ouimet's) part ho had
voted foi' the amendment for the rea-
sons he stated, and because he regarded
it as a want of confidence motion
against the Government and their pro-
ject. The Government had voted
against themselves, and in such a way
that they could not build the road
which they had Session after Session
asked the House to vote millions to
survey. The Government knew it
would require a large aumount of noney
to carry out their project, and an in-
crease of taxation would be necessary,
and the result of the adoption of this
amendiment would be to stop the work.
The Government, by their actions in
the past, had shown they were not in
earnest-they did not want to build
the road. They had abandoned the
through route and were constructing
one which would be useless for seven
months in the year, and which, the
Premier admitted, would have to be
replaced with another. The Conserva-
tive Party were consistent. BRy their
policy they would have built the road
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without in creasing the rate of taxation.
The hon. gentlemen opposite, however,
after expending millions every year
on surveys and declaring their inten-
tion to build the road, had put them-
selves in a position that would pre-
vent them from prosecuting the work.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) felt
that the hour was late, the flouse
impatient, and the subject exhausted.
The resolution affirmed " that the ar-
rangement for the construction of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway should be
such as the resources of the country
would permit without inereasing
existing rate of taxation."

If he understood the remarks of the
hon. member for Northumberland, they
meant that this country should under-
take obligations beyond its resources,
and should be subjected to rates of tax-
ation which would be oppressive. Much
had been said about the cost of the
road. He was not going to discuss its
cost, whether that would be as some
said $75,000,000, or $150,000,00, or
8200,000,000 as was claimed by others.
To his mind the case appeared to be
souething like this: A eontra' t is made
between two parties. The one agrees
to deliver .in Montreal say } of a mil-
lion of bushels of wheat iii a vesselof a
uertain size. Ie discovers, however,
that this vessel dra ws several feet more
water than will enable ber to reach
that destination, that in fact to do so
means the destruction of ship and cargo.
In smallet vessels and with longer
time, the cargo could be not only folly
but safely delivered, neither vessel nor
cargo being subjected to loss.

The other party insists that the
contract shall be carried out, and carried
out as arranged and in the larger ves-
sel, although he knows that loss must
be the result to all concerned.

Now what are the facts in reference
to the Pacifie Railway? Not a word
said about repudiation. The Govern-
ment are ready to build the road. To
build it in such a way as would ruin
the country? No ; but in such a way
and in such a time as would most
etrectually preserve the country from
ruin.

The hon. member for Northumber-
land desired to have the work carried
,out as originally proposed ; no one knew
better than than that hon. gentleman

Mr. OUIMET.

how unable this country wa8 to bear
such a strain, Whether was it more
honourable when one found he had
made a ruinous bargain to acknowledge
it, and to do what he could to rectify
it-or to continue madly in the vain
effort to carry it out, though he knew
it would result in the ruin of the con-
tracting parties.

Ie (Mr. Macdonale) believed that
the passing of this resolution was one
of the wisest and best things that had
been done this Session, theïeby affirm-
ing, not on the part of the Govern-
ment only, but by so large a majority
of this House, its policy on this matter
-; policy whieh could not but conduce
to the best interests of the Dominion;
and lie believed that in the morning
when the action of this louse would
be known, there would be a feeling of
satisfaction throughout the length and
breadth of the land, extending to
British Columbia.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said he
had supposed from the expressions
used by the Premier and some of his
leading supporters the other evening,
it was the bona ßde intention of this
Government and the people of Canada
to carry out the Terms of UJnion with
British Columbia, so far as the build-
ing of the railroad was concerned, in
such a mariner as would not be detri-
mental to the interests of the country.
It was never expected or desired by
British Columbia that the Goverument
should be bound by a cast-iron rule to
build that railroad in ten years, but the
people of that Province did expect
that it would be eonstructed within a
reasonable time. From the motion
just now passed, he had no hesitation
in sayinig that the people of Canada
had no intention ever to build the
road in this century or the next. He
had hoped they would show some re-
spect for the plighted faith of the
country, but his confidence was now
shaken, and he was forced to the con-
clusion that it was their deliberate.in-
tention to repudiate the obligations
they had so solemnly incurred. This
vote had convinced him that the people
of British Columbia could place no,
faith in the promises or professions of
either the Government or the Opposi-
tion. It was fortunate there was an
Insolvency Act on the Statute Books,
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and this Dominion ought to take ad-
vantage of it to rid ilself of its obliga-
tiors. le was surprised to find the
Conservative Party sustaining the
Government in their policy of repudi-
ation.

The hon. member for Centre Toronto
had said that the Government were
willing to complete the road so long
as they could do so without increasing
the taxation of the country. He did
not see that a slight addition to the
taxation could ruin the country; the
money expended for this purpose would
be returned with interest. He hoped
he should never see the day when
British Columbia would be under a
foreign flag; but if such conduct as
had taken place to-night was repeated
-if the people were deliberately in-
sulted, and the Government refused to
carry out their plighted faith-the
people of Canada, much as ho would
grieve over such an occurrence, need
not be surprised to see another flag
than that of the Dominion flying over
that torritory.

Mr. LANGEVIN said his hon. friend
from Cariboo was quite mistaken about
the result of the vote they had just
given. The hon. gentleman should
remember that the Conservative party,
to which he had alluded, were in office
when the law of 1872 was passed, which
secured the construction of the Cana-
dian Pacific, not for British Columbia
alone, but for the whole Dominion.
The promise to build the road, the
hon. gentleman should remember, was
made to the whole country after great
deliberation. The hon. member re-
garded the resolution as a repudiation
of the Terms of Union with the Pro-
vince; if ho reflected a few moments
he would find he was mistaken. This
resolution went farther than the Act
of 1872, which proposed to construct
the lino by liberal grants of land and
subsidies of money without increasing
the rate of taxation. When that law
was passed the hon. gentleman had
full confidence that the Government
would build- the road in accordance
therewith. By the passage of this
resolution we adopted the present rate
of taxation, which on alarge number
of articles was 2J per cent. more than
in 1872. The taxation was $3,000,000
more than in that year, and they had

decidëd by the resolution that the
railway should be constructed under
the present rate of taxation. The
hon. gentleman would thus see
that his speech was a reflection
upon the whole House and an injustice
especially to the Conservative Party.
This resolution more strongly affirmed
the principle of the former resolution
than anything previously adopted. He
was happy to hear the hon. gentleman
say he hoped never to see any other
flag floating over British Columbia,
but the hon. gentleman could scarcely
have been serious when he gave ex-
pression to the sentiments contained
in the last portion of his speech. He
(Mr. L.) had been among the people of
the-Province, and they wero as loyal as
any in the Dominion. They never
spoke of changing their nationality;
they might grumble, but that was the
prerogative of every Briton. If the
resolution was well understood by the
British Columbians it would reassuro
thein that Parlianent was (etermined
to built the road, and had gone a step
in advance of the previous resolttion
by agreeing to do it with an increased
taxation of $3,000,000.

Mr. BOWELL desired to take ex-
ception to the remarks his hon. friend,
the Leader of the Left Centre. He must
confess ho looked upon the resolution
introduced by the hon. member for
Middlesex in quite a different light to
that in whieh it was viewed by that
hon. gentleman. Its principle was
affirmed by the resolution of the late
Sir George E. Cartier iH the Act of
Parliament introduced in 1872, and.
passed, and recited again, in the
Act of 1874. Why the resolution of
the hon. member for Middlesex was
brought up at the present moment was
somewhat incomprehensible to him,
unless it was to elicit rcmarks from
those who had as little knowledg - of
what had taken place as his lion.
friend from Centre Toro'nto had dis-
played. He wý s surprised to hear that
hon. gentleman say the "vote would
" be received with great satisfaction
"and delight throughout the wholo
"Dominion." One would suppose
that the principle of the resolution had
never been affirmed before, and that
the people of the Dominion knew
nothing about it. The Hon. Minister
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of Justice, as usual in such cases, greeted
that statement with applause; but he
could scarcely suppose that the hon.
gentleman did not know that those re-
solutions existed ; nor did he suppose
he held so low an estimate of the intel-
ligence of the people of this country
that they did not know the position
the Dominion held in regard to this
great enterprise. lie knew the party
of whieh he vas a humble member
was desirous of seeing that grcat work
carried on, and they were not only de-
sirous that the road should be built as
rapidly as possible, but he bel ieved the
vast majority of the people would vote
down the s herne whieb was proposed
to be carried out, of a half railway and
half water communication, more-par-
ticularly when the resources of the
country were being absorbed in the
construction of branch lines, and sub-
sidising other lines not neeessary to
the comluietion of the main road. If
the (overnment were really desirous
of building the road at as early a period
as possible, and if they could not com-
plete the whole road of the West-
ward route, they might at least
have eonnected the head waters of
Lake Superior with Manitoba at Fort
Garry, and with very little more ex-
penditure, if any, than was being
made in subsidising the Canada Cen-
tral road and building the useless
Georgian Bay branch. If the road
was run to Sault Ste. Marie the Amer-
icans would soon make connections on
the south side of the lake with Duluth,
and then any one travelling to the
great North-West would take advan-
tage of that direct all-rail route in
preference to the route the Govern-
ment proposed. He believed the more
the matter was investigated the greater
would be the objection to thpse pieces
of railroad and water stretches. With
reference to the interpretation put
upon the resolution by the hon. mem-
ber for Cariboo he protested against it.
They had already affirmed the princi-
ple three times before, and if it were
submitted to the House fifty times more
by the Government it must receive the
cordial support of the Opposition. No
doubt the Government hoped when
they put the resolution in the hands
of their supporters, that the Oppo-
sition would vote against it, so as to

Mr. BoWELL.

enable them to go to the countiy, and
declare that they wished to build the
road no matter how heavily it trenched
upon the resources of the country, but
it was too transparent a trap to catch
any one.

Mr. DECOSMOS was sorry that the
motion in amendment of the hon.
member for Middlesex had been sup-
ported by the Governmenit, and he
thought they might have advised their
loyal follower from Middlesex to with-
draw it. The explanations of the Pre-
mier in regard to this railroad pro-
duced a better feeling than had been
prevalent for some time previously, but
this amendment just passed was cal-
culated to shake the new confidence
that was springing healthily into exist.
ence. -He regarded it, therefore, as an
injudicious step.

Hon. gentlemen on the other side of
the Iouse had a short time previously,
with two or three exceptions, voted
against the resolution asking for the
immediate commencement of the rail-
way in the Province of British Colum-
bia. The defence offered for their atti-
tude this evening was that they were
bound by the resolution respecting
construction of the railway and the
rate of taxation in 1871; but the reso-
lution introducec by Sir George Cartier
only extended to the building of the
railway by private enterprise and not
to its construction as a Dominion publie
work, and as such the G-overnment
had resolved, and were now carrying
on this undertaking. He regretted
that his hon. friend from Charlevoix,
who alone of the representatives of
the other Provinces, had visited
British Columbia, should have spoken
what was reported in the Montreal
Gazette :-

'' The policy of the late Government was to
build the road by means of a private company,
aided by land grants, and the money subsidy.
He was still of opinion that the lands of the
North-West should contribute largely to the
building of that railway ; and that the country
should not be called upon to aid it with a
larger sum of money than thirty millions of
dollars."

The state of the money market in
England now, and on the continent as
well, was such that no company, no
matter how good the names of its pro-
moters might be, could form a syndi-
cate and float the bonds necessary to
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raise the money for the construction of
this road. The position taken by the
hon. gentleman amounted to nothing
more or less than the sheer repudiation
of the contract made by the Conserva-
tive Party with the people of British
Columbia.

The present Government had taken
the only course left open to them, that
is as far as the construction of this
railway as a DominioX public work
was concerned. It was wise and states-
manlike.

When this matter came before the
House in 1872, he believed that he
was the only member who had dared
to say that this road ought to be so
built. When he returned the following
Session he found that the Allan charter
had fallen to the ground, even the
Leader of the hon. gentlemen opposite
favoured this view, and prominent
gentlemen in the other branch of the
Legislature, who were also interested
in securing a charter, had taken the
same position. It would never be
built for thirty millions of money, and
the balance in land. So large a sum
of money as 200 or 300 millions of
dollars would not, however, be re-
quired; 75 or 80 millions would be
sufficient for the purpose. The hon.
member for Hastings also spoke of the
traditions of the Conservative Party,
in which, even when rotten and worth-
less, the hon. gentleman had more con-
fidence than in a principle practicable
and workable, which it was the duty
of this Government to carry out.
Allusion had been made by his hon.
friend from Charlevoix to the utter-
ances of his hon. friend from Cariboo.
He sincerely hoped that he (Mr.
DeCosmos) would be the last to favour
secession; but without wishing to
threaten, he would tell the House and
the country that if faith was not kept
with British Coluinbia, and if the
Government did not act rigorously in
accordance with the resources of the
Dominion, the people of British
Columbia would demand of the Im-
perial Government separation from
the Dominion. They would not favor
annexation. They would never haul
down the British flag ; but if the
Dominion did not keep faith, the Pro-
vince would secede and drag down the
flag of Canada.

They would have a just and eon-
stitutional right to go to Great Britian
and say-" You have been a party to
this contract. You placed your seal
on it; we cannot prevail on the
Government of Canada to do its part,
and its duty; we have done ours, and
we ask you by an Act of the Imperial
Parliament to separate us as free as we
once were."

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) stated that
the arguments of the hon. member for
Vancouver were worthless. No oi e
was anxious to see the Province of
British Columbia leave the Confedera-
tion ; but what did it want ? Canada
was pushing to completion the erection
of a telegraph line, and was spending
millions in surveys. Since the Union
taxes had been incrcased from 20 to
24 millions ; and the hon. gentleman
must not forget that at the same time,
we were building the Intercolonial
Railway, and deepening canals. In a
year or so, our expenditures in other
respects would be reduced; and with a
more numerous population, and the
present rate of taxation, from six to
seven millions would be spent annually
on the line. He thought that British
Columbia should be satisfied, as it -was
receiving from four to five dollars for
every dollar it paid into the Treasury,
and from $25 to $30 would be expended
during the next ten or fifteen years
for each dollar so paid. Did they
suppose that we had nothing to do but
plunge into debt to build this road ?
The country was doing its duty by
British Columbia.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL had listened
to the remarks made by different hon.
gentlemen, and had waited for some
expression of opinion from some
member of the Government,-but in
vain. le had been surprised to hear
the observations of his hon. friend from
Toronto Centre,who gave an illutration
-about the only point to be found in
the hon. gentleman's statements. His
hon. friend had asked whether
any merchant would deliberately
send a vessel down the River, which
drew too much water to permit its
passage through the Lachine Canal,
knowing th at if it descended the rapids
it would be dashed to pieces on the
rocks. But how did this House or
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his hon. friend know that this country
would be unable to carry out the terms
of this contract? And if the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite entertained this opin-
ion, why had they voted two and a balf
millions for its construction. and the
vote of another balf million was to be
asked to defray the expense of survey-
ing and engineering. If the view in
question was correct these three mil-
lions would be thrown away; and the
Government should not countenance
such a proceeding.

British Columbia would not have
insisted on the observance to the very
letter of the agreement made; and if
it had not been for the course taken
by the hon. gentlemen opposite, and
for the Grand Trrnk Railway Com-
pany,whose interests were.unfortuinate-
ly, enlisted against the late Adminis-
tration, he believed that Canada would
have been able to have carried out the
arrangement made with British Colum-
bia substantially in its integrity. The
hon. gentleman spoke of a bad bargain
having been made, but there was no bad
bargain. If the Government tbought
that Canada could build this Railway
why did they act as they were doing
to-day ? and if they entertained an
opposite belief, why did they ask for
the vote ofthree milliors, wbih, under
such circumstances, would be virtually
thrown away ?

He deeplyregretted the action of the
Conservative Party that evening ; and
also the fact that the good faith of
Canada had been, with so much reason,
impugned by the bon. member for
Cariboo.

Mr. FLESHER said he was not at
all deceived by the little by-play on
the other side of the House. The
resolution was never submitted with-
out a distinct understanding between
the mover and the Government, but his
(Mr. Flesher's) impression was that no
other course was open than to vote for
it. To have voted against it would
have been to declare that a larger sum
of money should be given to the Gov-,
ernment to carry on the work than the
country could afford. In voting for
the resolution ho had not the most
remote idea of repudiating the arrange-
ment with British Columbia He had
no idea it would result in repudiation,

Hon. Mr. MTCHELL.

or as the hon. member for Northum-
berland had said it wouild.

Mr. SINCLAIR felt pleased at the
vote the House had given. It was
time that Parliament should express
clearly its opinion upon this important
question. He did not wish to sec the
railroad abandoned, but if this country
should attempt to comply with the
terms made either by the late Govern-
ment or the present one, within the
time specified, it would be doing an
injustice to the country. There was
some excuse for the late Government.
They did not realize the gigantic na-
ture of the undertaking, and it was
quibe possible they imagined it could
be completed in ten years at a maxi-
mum cost to the country of $30,000.000
and 50,000,000 acres of land. But the
present Government, with larger expe-
rience, Lad consented to have the time
limited to fifteen years. They should
never have submitted the case to the ar-
bitration of Lord Carnarvon. No coun-
try could build the road so cheaply as
England, yet the G-overnment of even
that wealthy country would not under-
take a work which would cost seven
times as much as the annual revenue.
He was very glad both parties in Ca-
nada were beginning to see it was in
vain to attempt to build this road
within a limited time. All the Gov-
ernment should undertake to do was

.to go on with the work as fast as the
resources of the country would war-
rant. lowever much people might
differ on public questions, when they
found the credit and character of the
country at stake, it was well they
should throw aside party feeling and
act in harmony for the good of the
whole comnmunity. For that reason
he bad supported the amendment.

Hon. Mr. POPE was understood to
say he would not vote for a resolution
which would place the Government in
such a position that they could say to
Lord Carnarvon, after failing to build
the road: "l We were anxious to com-
"ply with our agreement, but we have-
"had this resolution of Parliament
"staring us in the face." The Ministry
had put forward one of their own fol-
lowers to shelter them from the con-
sequences of their own agreement with
British Columbia and the Imperial
Government.

The item was concurred in.
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On the item, $500,000 for Pacifie
Railway surveying and engineering,

Mr. PLUMB moved the following
amendment:

" Resolved, That while concurring in this
vote, this House desires to record its opinion
that the country is pledged to the construc-
tion of the Pacific Railway in its agreement
with British Columbia, and that it is in accord-
ance with that agreement and with the public
interest that its construction should be pro-
ceeded with as rapidly as the resources of the
country will permit without adding to the bur-
den of taxation."

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said this vote vas
for the survey of the railroad, while
the resolution referred to the work of
construction.

After a briéf discussion, Mr. Speaker
ruled the amendment out of order.

Mr. PLUMB then moved that the
following words be added to the said
Resolution:-

"That while concurring in this vote, this"
House desires to record its opinion that the
country is pledged to the construction of the
Pacific Railway in its agreement with British
Columbia, and that it is in accordance with
that agreement and with the public interest
that the surveys be energetically proceeded
with, in order that the construction of the
road should be prosecuted as rapidly as the
resources of the country will permit without
adding to the burthens of taxation."

Hon. Mi. CAUCHON said this was
open to the same objection as the other
resolution.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that it was in
order.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE---If it is in
order it simply means this. Neither
Government has carried on the work
of surveying as fast as it could. This
Government has expended a great
deal more moneyin surveys in the last
two years than the late Government
did altogether. If this amendment
means anything, it is a censure on the
Government for not having spent more
on surveys, and we accept it as that
and shall vote against it.

Mr. MASSON asked if this was a
vote of censure, what was the resolution
that preceded it, yet the Government
had voted for it. One of their followers
had come forward and declared: "We
"have no confidence in the Government
"and we must bind them not to act in
"a manner that would be detrimental
"to the interests of the country." They
did not consider that a want of
confidence motion.

Mr. GOUDGE thought the resol-
tion of the hon. member for Middlesex
in the present state of this question
was most opportune, and he (Mr.
Goudge) had voted for it because the
Sonate had placed on record a vote of
censure against the Government for
not proceeding more rapidly with the
work. It was apparent that the Sen-
ate or that portion of it that voted to
censure the Government did not repre-
sent public opinion, and had gone bc-
yond their province, for we find in this
House to-night both Government and
Opposition members almost unani-
mously re-affirming the resolutions of
1871, subsequently enacted on tlie
Canadian Pacifie Railway Act of 1872,
and re-enacted in the Canadian Pacifie
Railway Act of 1874, viz: that the
public aid to be given to secure the
accomplishment of this undertaking
should consist of such liberal grants
of land and such subsidy in money or
other aid, nlot increasing the then
existing rate of taxation. When such
an attempt had been made to place the
Government in a false position, it was
proper for the hon. member for Nid-
diesex to move a resolution in this
House to re-affirm the policy it had
previously announced. He knew that
public opinion in the Maritime Pro-
vinces aproved of the course pursued
by the Government. He did not be-
lieve the Government had any inten-
tion to break faith with British Colum'-
bia, but that, in this under:aking, they
were proceeding with the work as any
prudent business man would in the
management of his own affairs.

A vote was then taken on the
amend ment, which was rejected on the
following division:-

YEAs :
Messieurs

Benoit,
Bowell,
Cameron (Victoria),
Caron,
Cimon,
Costigan,
Currier,
Cuthbert,
Desjardins,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Flesher,
Gaudet,
Haggart,
Hurteau,
Jones (Leeds),
Kirkpatrick,
Langevin,

Little,
McDougall (Three-R),
Macmillan,
McCallum,
MeQuade,
Masson,
Mitchell,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Mousseau,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Plumb,
Robitaille,
Rochester,
Wallace (Norfolk),
White (Hastings),
Wright (Ottawa).-36.
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Messieurs
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Bannatyne,
Barthe,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blake,
Borden,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sanbury),
Cartwright,
Casey,
Cauchon,
Charlton,
Christie,
Church,
Coffin,
Coupal,
DeCosmos,
Delorme,
De St. Georges,
DeVeber,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Gibson,
Gillmor,
Gordon,
Goudge,
Hagar,
Higinbotham,
Irving,
Jetté,
Kerr,
Killam,

Kirk,
Laird,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Toronto),
MacDougall (Elgin),
McKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
McGregor,
McIsaac,
McLeo:,
McNab,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Pelletier,
Perry,
Pickard,
Pozer,
Ray,
Richard,
Robillard,
Ross (Durham),
Ross (Middlesex),
Ryan,
Rymal,
Scriver,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Snider,
Stirton,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Tremaine,
Trow,
Vail,
Wallace (Albert),
Wood,
Workman.-89.

Tàe item was then concurred in.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. GOUDGE desired to ask at this
point if it was proposed to consider the
reduction of the present tariff of the
Intercolonial railroad? There were a
number of items in connection with
that tariff that required revision and,
he would be happy to learn that a
revision was to be made.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
stated last year that there were some
anomalies in the rates, and when over
the road a few months ago he requested
the Superintendent-General of railways
to make a note of such matters as were
complained of with a view to a
consideration of the abuses and
grievances that might exist, The road
would be open some time in June or
July, and by that time they would have

Mr. GOUDGE.

reviewed everything as regards the
tariff.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL asked what
was the policy of the Government in
regard to the running ofthe road? In
order to make the road attimactive to
tourists they ought to have a rate of
speed that would, with as much com-
fort as could be had, enable the journey
between Montreal and Hlialifax to be
completed within 36 hours. le
thought a rate of speed of 30 miles an
hour could be obtained. The stream
of travel which came to this country
every season from the States would be
attracted to the Intercolonial as the re-
turn route.

Hon. Mr. 11ACKENZIE said they
had not yet completed their prepara-
tions for the road. They had
made arrangements to have Pull-
man cars on the entire route. A reason-
able rate of speed would be maintained,
but not larger than any other road in the
country. A high rate of speed, as was
well known, was expensive to maintain,
but he thought it would be suffi-
ciently high to reach the two points
within the time named by the hon.
gentleman. The tourist traffic of course
must necessarily be looked to, because
on a large porlion of the road there
would be very little local business to
transact. There were many points of in-
terest to the tourists, and they must
necessarily depend to a certain extent
on the accidentail passenger traffic.

Hon, Mr. ROBITAILLE stated that
the nearest point at which the inhabi-
tants of the district of Gaspé could
reach the Intercolonial Railway was
Dalhousie or at Campbellton, New
Brunswick, and had to cross the River
Restigouche. Ie wanted to know if
the Government intended to place a
ferry steamer at either of these points ?

Hion. Mr. MACKENZIE said they
must, to a certain extent, depend on
private enterprise to make these con-
nections. They could not undertake
to put on ferry boats in all directions; it
would absorb all the resources of the
road.

The subject then dropped.

PISHERY REGULATIONs.

On the vote appropriating $78,820
for the Fisheries,
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lon. Mr. MITCHELL said that the
Fishery Regulations whieh had been
enforced the fishermen thought were
unjust, and they would give rise to a
good deal of litigation and trouble,
and litigation which every one would
desire to avoid. He suggested that
the matter be allowed to remain in statu
guo, and the regulations remain in
force which existed prior to the pre-
sent regulations, and that in the mean-
time a test case should be submitted to
the consideration of the Supreme
Court. If the Supreme Court decided
the fishermen had not the rights they
claimed they had, they would have to
accept wharever policy the Govern-
ment would determine upon.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he
would call the attention of the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
the question, and the matter could be
discussed on the Supplementary
Estimates.

The vote was carried.

THE GLENDON.

Item 129 being taken up,
Mr. DEVEBER said be wished

at this stage to correct a statement
made on the floor of the Ilouse by the
hon. member for Northumberland, to
the effect that one of the owners, or
the owner of the " Glendon " had told
him (M. Mitchell) that one-half the
amount-$20,000-paid by the Govern-
ment would have been accepted, rather
than have lost the sale. With the con-
sent of the House he would read a
telegram from the owners of the ves-
sel contradicting that statement. It
ran as follows:-

"ST. Jorn, N. B., March 30, 1876.
"To H. B. DEVEBER, Ottawa :

" We never stated to Mitchell would
rather sell at ten thousand ($10,000) ; sold
at twenty very reluctantly, and will make
affidavit to that effect."

The telegram was signed by the
owners.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Who are
they ?

Mr. DEVEBER-Daniel W. Clarke,
J. D. Macdonald and Robert J. Leon-
ard.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I repeat
that one of the gentlemen vhose names
are attached made that renlark to me.

Mr. DEVEBER-Which one?
Hon. Mr. MITCH1ELL-Robert J.

Leonard.
The item was concurred in.
The bouse adjourned at 1:40 o'clock.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

SATURDAY, April 8, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

Three o'elock.

OLD RAILS ON GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the Ilouse resolve itself into Committee
of the Whole on Monday, to consider
the following resolution:

" That it is expedient to authorize the Gov-
ernment to make a temporary disposition of
the Iron rails as they are removed from the
Government Railways by loaning them te
companies constructing railways which may
be regarded as feeders to the Government
Lines, such rails to be returned weight for
weight to the Government stores at tàe junc-
tion of such lines whun taken up."

The motion was carried.

THE SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

Hon. Mr. CARTWIIGIIT, in
moving that the House go into Com-
mittee of supply, said a very large
proportion of these estimates consisted
either of revotes or suis that had been
already expended, with the exception
of three items, for whieh special
warrants were taken and whieh were
laid on the table of the bouse. The
most important item as to magnitude
was for the additional rolling stock
on. the Prince Edward Island Rail-
way and for changing the gauge
of railroads in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. A considerable amountof
the cost of this change of gauge esti-
mated for would be repaid by the sale
of old rails. The next item in magni-
tude was $169,000, which was the un-
expended balance of the boundary sur-
vey between Canada and the United
States, and the unexpended survey
between Ontario and the North-West.
The former survey had been conducted
under the direct superintendence of the
British Government. Another item of
considerable magnitude consisted of
several sums for public works charge-
able to income, amounting in all to
$135,000. These had already been
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expended and appeared in the state-
ment which he had submitted to the
Blouse when making his budget speech.
The other large item was for
mounted police. It included $41,000
for arrears from 1873-4 and 1874-5.
The Ilouse would easily understand
in carrying out the organization ofthis
force at such a distant part of the
country, where communications were
often several months reaching the de-
partment at Ottawa, there was very
great difficulty in obtaining an accurate
estimate of what was required. It took
about $1,000 per head per annum.
This was not excessive when the
enormous cost of transporting pro-
visions in the North-West was taken
into consideration. In the United
States service the averago cost per
head was about the same, and the cost
of their service in the far West was
considerably in excess of that. He
had taken a larger estimate for the
future. A very considerable part of
these surms might be said to replace
other items they did not want. For
instance, the $ 100,000 for the boundary
between Alaska and Canada had not
been expended and it was not intended
to use it. He submitted a statement
of the receipts and expenditure on
account of the Consolidated Fund, made
to the 1st of April of the present year.
Tho receipts to that date were $17,-
2.31,546; expenditure, $16,489,828. A
certain number of items, brought down
under the head of unforeseen expenses,
were placed among the supplementary
votes.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK wished to call
attention to a matter of importance.
They had been under the impression
that they lived in a country which had
the benefit of a responsible Govern-
ment, and that this Parliament was
capable of enacting the laws required
by the people of Canada, It appeared,
however, from a return brought down
by the Government, that they had gone
back on the principles they had pre-
viously professed. He found that on
the 18th of February, 1875, when this

louse was in Session, the Government
had passed a Minute in Council recom-
mending that the Imperial Govern-
ment should be asked to pass an Act
to amend the "British North Ameri-
can Act," and to remove all doubts as

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

to the construction of one of its sec-
tions. The Imperial Government had
accordingly passed an Act repealing
the section in question-Sec. 18-and
re-enacting another in lieu thereof,
thereby legislating with regard to this
country without any wish to that
effect, being expressed by this Par-
liament. This was a most extraordi-
nary assumption of power on the part
of the hon. gentleman opposite. This
was not the first time that such a mat-
ter was brought up before the H1ouse.
In 1871, when doubt was entertained
as to the power of this Parliament to
pass the Manitoba Act, the Govern-
ment of that day thought fit to assume
to themselves the same power that had
been assumed by the present Ministry.
When attention was called to this fact
the Administration, led by Sir George
Cartier, in the absence of the right
hon. member for Kingston, was com-
pelled to acknowledge that they had
done wrong, and to ask the House to
pass an Address to ler Majesty, ask-
ing for such legislation as was in ques-
tion. On March 23rd, 1871, the pre-
sent Minister of Justice in his usual
able manner, said:-

"1He proposed, in these resolutions, to estab-
lish the principle that legislation on matters
affecting this country should only be under-
taken, by the Imperial Government, when
sought for by the people ofthis country, through
their representatives. This principle became
of still greater consequence when the legisla-
tion sought for was of a cuaracter which would
alter in a material point the compact upon
which the union itself was formed-which
violated, in its most important ingredient, the
question of the distribution of power-to re-
introduce the former evils from which the
people of old Canada suffered, and which led
to the introduction of the Constitution under
which we now lived. Not only that, but that
it should be done at the instance of a Minister
of the Crown, when there was nothing to pre-
vent them from asking the people of this
country, through their representatives, what
change, if any, should be made in the constitu-
tion of the country. That a Minister of the
Crown under such circumstances should have
ventured to apply to the Home Government,
and should have sent home a draft of a bill
which they asked Earl Kimberley to make law,
was without precedent, without parallel, with-
out excuse, without palliation. He asked the
House to agree that it was their duty to take
care that they should determine what legisla-
tion the Imperial Parliament be asked to enact
on their behalf. Hon. gentlemen opposite
might say that the sense of the Parliament of
Canada had already been taken on the Bill.

"SI GEORGE E. CARTIER-Hear 1 hear !
" Hon. Mr. BLAXE thought that was the paltry

evasion they would make, but he would telb
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them that the draft sent to England went far
beyond the Manitoba Bill.

" The question was whether the people were
prepared to surrender into the hands of the
Government of the day, that power which
the Government of the day was iesuming it
possessed-the power to ask the Imperial
Parliament to make laws for us; or whether
the Bouse did not think that every sense of
duty called upon them to determine that their
sense-that was the sense of the people-was
to be taken upon, and was to form tte basis of
that Imperial legislation.

"Sir ALEXANDER T. GALT spoke in the same
strain, and thought that the Government,
before taking the vote,should consider whether
it would not be better to decide that for all
time to come, no change should be made in
the British North America Act, except in the
usual approved mode of address to the Queen.

"l on Mr. HOLToN had remarked that, if the
0 overnment could take such action with refer-
ence to an unimportant measure, there was no
reason why this could not be done with regard
to the most important.

"Mr. Speaker, (who then had a seat on the
floor of this House,) had expressed his views in
his usual trenchant manner, and had ably in-
dicated the right of the House to ask for any
legislation which was to be undertaken.

" Hon Mr. HOLTON then moved, seconded by
Hon. Alexander Mackenzie,-" and this House
is of opinion that no changes in the provisions
of the British North America Act should be
sought for by the Executive Government with-
out the previous assent of the Parliament of
this Dominion."

'' The vote was :-Yeas 137; nays noue."

If the action that the Government
had taken, were permitted with
reference to unimportant matters, the
power might be assumed in regard to
questions of extreme importance to
the country. It was to be remembered
that Parliament was actually in ses-
sion when this violation of the con-
stitution occurred. They had read for
the first time this day a Bill sent
down from the Senate, to enable wit-
nesses to be examined on oath before
both louses of Parliament. In 1873,
Parliament passed an Act to enfable
Committees of both Houses to admin-
ister oaths to witnesses; and it was
disallowed, thus ceasing to be law.
Yet in this Act, they actually found
that the Imperial Parliament was
legislating for Canada. .-He would
like to learn the opinion of the Minis-
ter of' Justice regarding this matter.
They had gone further, and added
this clause:

"The Act of the Parliament of Canada,
,passed in the 31st year of the reign of Her
Majesty, Chap. 24, entitled, An Act to provide
for oaths to witnesses being adminis&ered in
certain cases for the purpose of either House
.of Parliament, shall be deemed to be valid,

and to have been valid as from the date in
which the Royal assent was given thereto by
the Governor General of the Dominion of
Canada."
The Imperial Parliament had no right
to legislate in this manner, without
the previous assent of the Parliament
of Canada. In order that some record
might be had of this circumstanîce, ho
moved, seconded by Mr. Bowell

" ' hat it appears from papers laid before
this House, that the Executive Government
by Order in Council, passed on the 18th of
February, 1875, while this House was in Ses-
sion, recommending the passage of an Imper-
ial A ct, to remove all doubts as to the right of
the Parliament of this Dominion to possess the
power of passing an Act, providing for the
examination of witnesses on oath, by mem-
bers of the S, nate and the House of Commons ;

" That in pursuance of such recommenda-
tion, the Imperial Parliament passed an Act,
Chap 38, Vic. 38 and 39, whereby section 18
of the British North America Act of 1867
was repealed, and another section was sub-
stituted for the section which was repealed ;

" That this House on the 27th of March,
1871, on motion of Hon. L. H. Holton, and
seconded by the Hon. A. Mackenzie, had re-
solved as follows :-' And this House is of
opinion, that no change in the provisons of
the British North America Act should be
sought for by the Executive Government
without the previous assent of the Parliament
of this Dominion ; that the previous assent
of the Parliament of Canada to the change in
the provisions of the British North America
Act sought for by the order in Council as
aforesaid, was not obtained ; and that this
House regrets that any Imperial legislation
affecting the British North America Act of
1867 should have been sought by the Executive
Government without the previous assent of
the Parliament of Canada expressed in the
usual manner by addresses from both Bouses
of Parliament to Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said as to
the general principle enunciated by the
hon. gentleman, of course he gave his
entire assent to it, but there vas a great
difference between the two cases cited.
The proceedings of a former Parlia-
ment were entirely diffèrent to those
connected with this motion ; in that
case Parliament had expressed its
opinion in a most deliberate manner on
the passing of an Act, the legality of
which was regarded as doubtful. But
this was not a change in the sense the
lion. gentleman had referred to. It was
adding to the powers that Parliament
possessed instead of changing any
powers they had. The position then
was that the Imperial Government
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were simply asked to implement an
agreement to which both houses of
Parliament had unanimously come and
which it was decided they had not the
power to come to. Therefore 'it was
simply legalizing their previous action.
It might have been better even then
to have proceeded by address. And he
admitted frankly it should be so when-
ever a change was wanted. If the hon.
gentleman pressed his motion they
could only say they must treat it in
the usual way as one that seemed to be
entirely uncalled for.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said as the hon.
gentlemen had admitted that they had
done wrong and vere sorry for it, he
would wilhdraw his motion as his ob-
ject had been accomplished by bringing
the matter before the House.

Mr. BOWELL objected to the with-
drawal of the motion. He thought it
was well to consider the position of
the present Minister of Justice and
the present Premier on this subject
when they were on the other side
of the House. They did not now ap-
pear to be so anxious to carry out the
principles they advocated then. 11e
could not see that any distinction
eould be drawn between the positions
in which the hon. Premier had placed
this question. He said that the Im-
perial Parliament had only made law
that which was not law and wbichwas
ultra vires in its character. Therefore,
they asked the Imperial Parliament,
without the consent of this Parliament,
to make that law which they had no
right to make law.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No!

Mr. BOWELL said it would not
have been law unless this course had
been taken, and it was conceding the
point that the Imperial Government
had a right to legislate for Canada.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the Act in
question was not referred to the Min-
ute in Council, and no recomendation
was made by this Government with
regard to the Senate Bill for the legal-
ization of gaths.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD depre-
cated any infringement upon the pro-
visions of the British North America
Act in a manner in which would in-
terfere with the rights of the different

Hon. Mr. MAcKENZIE.

Provinces of the Dominion. le be-
lieved, however, that there were occa-
sions when this Legislature might
fairly address Her Majesty in regard
to Bills, he validity of which were
questioned, without reference to the
Provinces, but with the greatest cir-
cumspection.

Hon. 1Ir. BLAKE pointed out that
that they had a common object in this
matter, and suggested that it would be
more advisable to withdraw the motion
than to allow it to be lost on a division.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said the
design of the Imperial Act was to
increase the power of the Dominion
Parliament, and it was in the increase
of power that be saw the danger. For
instance, if the Dominion Government
passed an Order in Council asking the
Imperial Government to give them
power to deal with questions of
education which were within the
purview of the Provincial legislatures,
what would the people ofthe provinces
sa.y?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I admit
the danger of it in relation to the
provinces, but this was not of that
nature at all.

Mr. BOWELL, in answer to the
statement of the Hon. Minister of Jus-
tice that the Act in question was not
referred to in the Minute in Council,
said that in the despatch signed by
Lord Dufferin and forwarded to Earl
Carnarvon, he found the following
language:- ,

" Although the point has not been touched
upon by my Privy Council, I am anxious to
draw your Lordship's attention to the fact that
the saine considerations which led the Crown
to disallow the Oaths Bill of the Session of
1873 seem also applicable to the powers which
for some time past have been vested in the
Senate under an Act of Canada of 1868 [31'
Vict., cap. 24.] "

In the report of a Committee of the
Privy Council, he found the follow-
img:-

" The despatch further stating that 1 by an
Act of the Canadian Parliament of 1868 [ch.
24], provision was made by the first section
for examining witnesses upon oath at the
Bar of the Senate, and that Act had been
allowed to remain ia force,, and pointing
out tbat that section was void and inoperative
as being repugnant to the provision of the
British North America Act, and cannot be
legally acted upon."
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This showed that although the
Imperial Government was not di-
rectly asked to legalize that Act
their attention was called to it in
such a way as to indicate to them
the necessity of allowing it to re-
main law. He did not desire to place
Parliament in a false position on the
question. It should be remembered
that when the hon. member for Cha-
teauguay made his motion in reference
to the North-West Territory Bill the
Ministry rose in their places and ac-
knowledged the error they had com-
mitted by the fact that they voted in
favour of the motion. They had the
saine power to have rejected that mo-
tion as the hon. gentleman had to re-
ject the motion before the House. But
the Government did not wish to have
their names recorded against a motion,
the principle of which they themselves
had affirmed. They said: " If you put
"it in the manner you now put it, it
"must be regarded as a vote of want of
"confidence." Now the late Govern-
ment accepted motions on going into
Committee of Supply, and declared
that they did not regard them as votes
of want of confidence.

Hion. Mr. BLAKE-But they were
not motions censuring the Government.

Mr. BOWELL said it was always
contended that this was the way in
which they could bring such questions
before the Flouse, and that the Govern-
ment of the day had no right to regard
them as votes of want of confidence.

The louse had an example that the
Governmont could, when it suited
their convenience, accept such motions
as votes of want of confidence. Only
last night they had voted down the
same principle they had before affirm-
ed. However, if those who had more
experience than himself did not believe
this motion should be pressed, ho did
not object to its being withdrawn.

The motion was accordingly with-
drawn.

THE BAIE VERTE CANAL.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) said ho
wished to draw the attention of the
Ilouse before going into Committee of
Supply to the absence of any item in
the estimates for the Baie Verte Canal.

Mr. BOWELL- Another want of
eonfidence motion?

Mr. BUIRPEE said it was not, but it
was quite as important as any subject
which had been brought before the
Flouse this Session. It had occupied
publie attention in th e Lower Provin ces
for many years. It had been brought
before this House several times, and
sums had been placed in the estimates
for its construction. The utility of
the canal would strike any person who
would take the pains to look at the
map of the country. It was requisite
to facilitate intercolonial trade, with-
out which the union of the Provinces
would be but nominal. Before Con-
federation a proposition was made to
the Local Legislature to charter a
company to build this great work. The
argument used at the time against
granting the charter was that Confed-
eration was about to take place, and
the Federal Government could under-
take the work. The two great improve-
monts spoken of in New Brunswick
bofore the union, were the Intercolonial
Railroad and the Baie Verte Canal.
The Intercolonial was made a condition
of Confederation, and although the
canal was not, it was understood it was
also to be constructed. Great stress
was laid on the Intercolonial railway
particularly,and it was distinctly under-
stood that a commercial route would be
selected. Mr. Tilley refused to become
a member of the Government until an
assurance was given that the road
would be built as a commercial work.
He (Mir. Burpee) did not hesitate to
say, if the people of New Brunswick
had not been satisfied that this point
was settled and that the construction
of the Baie Verte Canal would be
proceeded with, they would never have
consented to the Union. It was well
known that for the Intercolonial Rail-
way a military and not a commercial
route had been chosen. The line might
have been run by the southern route,
which would have brought it much
nearer to St. John without increasing
the distance to Halifax. If that route
had been chosen on lino No. 3 of Mr.
Fleming's Report, which is known as
the Northern line, the road would have
been 185 miles nearer St. John and one
mile nearer Halifax. By line No. 10,
one of Fleming's centre routes, 64 miles
nearer t6 both cities; No. 8 line of
Fleming's report, 142 miles nearer St.
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John and 21 miles nearer Halifax; No.
6 line, 106 miles nearer St. John and 12
miles further from Halifax.

The advantages to be derived from
the Baie Verte Canal were unques-
tioned at the time of Confederation.
Scarcely anybody raised a voice against
it, and Mr. Young, at the meeting of
the Dominion Board of Trade in 1871,
spoke as follows:-

"But there can be no doubt that the inland
propeller can descend the St. Lawrence and go
direct to Halifax, in Nova Scotia and this
fact brings up other important considerations.
Among projected canals there is the Baie Verte
Canal, to connect the Bay of Fundy, on the
Atlantic, with the Straits of Northumberland
in the Gulf, and the Murray Canal, to conneet
the Bay of Quinte with Weller's Bay on Lake
Ontario. If the Baie Verte Canal is possible of
construction, the work will be highly import-
ant, and, in its results, of a truly national
character in all its respects. The City of St.
John, in New Brunswick, as well as all other
places on the Bay of Fundy, would be brought
430 miles nearer Montreal, Quebec or Toronto
for the water-borne vesséls, than at present;
and if such a canal were constructed, the pro-
peller of 900 tons sailing from Lakes Superior,
Michigan, or Ontario, could proceed direct to
Halifax or St. John with Western States or
Canadian products.

" It would be difficult to point out all the
advantages which would result to Prince
Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, by the construction of the Baie Verte
Canal. If the 900-ton propeller could deliver
western or Canadian products at Halifax or
St. John, these places would thus become
cheap depots for such products. Assorted
cargoes of fish, hoops, shooks, lumber, &c.,
could be made up at these ports for the West
India Islands and South America, and could
bring back return cargoes from these countries
of sugar, coffee, hides, tallow, etc., to be again
re-shipped as return cargo to Canada and the
Western States by the inland propeller, and
thus be delivered at less cost by such means
than by any other possible route."

He also quoted from the report of
Mr. Patterson, in his report of the
commerce of Montreal, for 1869, as
follows:

"The value of the proposed canal, in more
intimately connecting all the Provinces, must
be evident to all who have examined the geo-
graphical situation. At present there is little
or no community of interest between the por-
tions of the Provinces on the Bay of Fundy
and those on the Gulf,-although separated by
but a narrow strip of land. For want of a few
miles of canal navigation, a profitable devel-
opment of the fisheries by the people of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia is seriously hin-
dered; the fishermen of Cape Ann, in Massa-
chusetts, being nearer the valuable mackerel
fisheries of the Gulf of St. Lawrence than the
Canadian fishermen who live on the Bay of
Fundy. By means of the proposed canal the
waters of the Bay and Gulf would be united,
and the fisheries brought within the reach of
the fishermen of all the Provinces ;-passing

Mr. BURPEE.

easilyr, so to speak, from one sea to another as
the fishing season might render necessary.

In 1870, Messrs. Allan, Gzowski,
Calvin, Laidlaw, Garneau, Stairs and
Jardine, were named, by the Dominion
Government. Commissioners to insti-
tute and make a thorough enquiry on
a comprehensive improvement of the
canal system of the Dominion, and
were instructed to report " On the
construction of a canal through the
Isthmus dividing the Bay of Fundy
from the Gulf St. Lawrence at Baie
Verte."

Those gentlemen in their report
stated:-

" Inseparably connected with the growth of
intercolonial trade is the construction of the
Baie Verte Canal. The advantages that must
accrue, not merely to the Dominion as a whole,
but to the commerce of the Maritime Provin-
ces, are so clearly pointed out by the Boards
of Trade of all the leading cities of Canada,
and by men interested in the development of
our commercial cities-not simply the mer-
chants of St. John and other places in the loca-
lity of the proposed canal, but merchants of
Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and
Quebec-that it is superfluous for the Commis-
sioners more than briefly to refer to a few
salient features of the scheme.

" A steamer laden with flour for St. John,
N. B., now goes down the Gulf as far as She-
diac, where the cargo is transported by rail
to its destination. The total distance by
water from Shediac through the Gut of Canso
and round the coast of Nova Scotia to the
Bay of Fundy, as far as the commercial capital
of New Brunswick, is about 600 miles, and the
consequence is that there is little or no direct
communication between the Bay of Fundy
ports and those of the River St. Lawrence.

"By a canal through the Isthmus, from
Shediac, the distance to St. John will not be
more than 100 miles. This fact will show the
insuperable obstacle that now exists to any-
thing like extensive commerce between Mont-
real and the Bay of Fundy ports of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and the great
impulse that must necessarily be given to the
trade by the opening ont of a route which will
shorten distance so considerably, furnish an
inland navigation from the lakes to Boston,
and consequently lessen freights between
those points at least twenty-five per cent."

In consequence of this report, sur-
veys were ordered and a vote was put
in the estimates. The Government
gave notice in the Canada Gazette that
at a certain date they would advertise
for tenders for construction of the
work. He confessed he was surprised
at the Opposition to that work deve-
loped in the House by some members
from Nova Scotia. It was also said
some of the promoters of the Caugh-
nawaga Canal lent aid to that Opposi-
tion.

(COMMONS.) Verte Canal.
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In this House the hon. member for
Halifax gave the work his unqualified
opposition, and other hon. members
from the same Province, one after
another, rose in their places and de-
nounced it, and were supported by some
influential members from other Pro-
vinces. Members from Cape Breton
gave as a reason why Government
should consider liberally the improve-
ments on St. Peter's Canal, and other
Nova Scotia public works, that they
Lad combined and killed the Baie
Verte Canal. Witnesses from Nova
Scotia, before the Commissioners, Lad
said that they would rather have the
88,000,000 spent upon their own pub-
lic works; and this avaricious princille
did more to destroy and weaken this
great work than all that was urged
against it. The canai, if built, would
cross the narrow neck of land near
the lino between the Provinces of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
the scheme was opposed by Nova
Scotia members, because they feared
that its construction would cause the
loss of considerable trade which Hali-
fax and various ports in that Province
at present enjoyed. Vessels were now
compelled to pass around the danger-
ous coast of Nova Scotia to reach St.
John, the western ports of Nova Scotia,
small ports of New Brunswick, and

ports east of New York on the Ameri-
can side. A strong rivalry naturally
existed between the cities of Halifax
and St. John, and this had its effect in
strengthening the Opposition in ques-
tion. The opponents of the scheme
had canvassed against it; and a mem-
orial signed by nearly all the members
for Nova Scotia, directed against it,
had been presented to the Government.
The inducement very generally held
out was, that if this project were killed
the appropriation of eight millions
could be utilized for the construction
of local works in the Maritime Pro-
vinces ; and this was a most vicious
and mischievous argumeqýt. He, with
certain hon. gentlemen from New
Brunswick, llad asked the Premier if
the canal was to be abandoned, and the
money appropriated for it so distri-
buted ; and the answel had been, that
if the project was given up it would
make no difference with regard to the
treatment of claims for the ceonstrue-

79

tion of public works. The rosult of
the Opposition had been this : a coni-
mission -was appointed to enquire into
the matter. The Commissioners were
Hon. Mr. Young, of Montreal ; Hon.
W. P). Howland, of Toronto ; Mr. C.
W. Lawrence, of St. John's, N. B. ,
and Mr. Jack, of' Halifax. Their con-
clusions were :-

" That the canal, if built, will be 15 feet deep
and 100 feet at bottom, and cost $8,000,o00.

" That, for the trade of Great Britain, South
America, the West Indies and Newfoundland,
the canal is not required.

"That the trade of Prince Edward Island
with Great Britain does not require the canal,
which would not be of much advantage to
that Island.

" That it would be difficult to say what would
be the effect of the enlargement ot the Wel-
land and St. Lawrence Canals when completed,
on the question of transportation between the
Upper Lakes and the Maritime Provinces.

" That it was doubtful whether a route via
the canal could successfully compete with
railroad routes now built and being built, or
routes by railroad and water mixed in vessels
now being used in those Provinces ; and that
the evidence taken and observations made
impressed them deeply with the vast resources
of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island, and the large increase that
may be reawonably looked for in their trade
and commerce'"

lie would remark that the Chairman
ofthe Commission, Hon. John Young,
signed the report without any refer-
ence to any other report, though one
of the Conmissioners, Mr. Lawrence.
dissented from it, and published his
reasons for doing so. He (Mr. Burpee)
had read the minority report with a
gre't deal of interest, and he thought
that the Chairman had done this Com-
missioner an injustice in abstaining
from making either a direct or indirect
reference to his report.

Hon. Mr. MACK ENZIE-Allow me
to state that Mr. Lawrence was re-
quested to send in a minority report
to be printed with the other. He refused
to do so, and no one is to blame for the
omission save himself.

Mr. BURPEE said that might be
true, but, notwithstanding, Mr. Young
should have given the fact in his re-
port that theComnittee were not unani-
mous He could not understand why
the question of trade with South Ameri-
ca and Great Britain had been consid-
ered by the Commissioners, as no one
had ever claimed that the canal, if
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made, would be of any advantage
in this relation. With regard to trade
with Newfoundland, it was a disputed
inatter, but parties claiming to be good
authority on the trade with Newfound-
land gave it as their opinion that if the
canal was constructed a considerable
trade would spring up between the
Bay of Fundy and that colony
The report statcd that the canal would
be of no benefit in regard to the West
India trade, but other high authorities
took opposite ground.

As far back as 1827, the New York
AIbion wrote:-

Would not the Mother Country grant a
sum in aid of the Baie Verte Canal, since it
would make St. John an excellent depot for
articles of prime n'cessity in the West
Indies ? If once opened, the produce of
Canada, Prince Edward Island, the coast of
Labrader, and that of her own soil, would
concentrat- at the Capital of New Brunswick,
it would be equally the mart for return
cargoes of West Indian Produce."

The agreement in sentiments be-
tween the President of the Dominion
Board of Trade, 1871, and the New
York Albion of 1827, is as striking as
the views are reasonable.

The Canal Commission, 1871, says:
The Ontario and Quebec merchants can sup-

ply the firms of St.John interested in theWest
India trade, with the description of merchan-
dise for which there is an ever ready and
remunerative market in the tropics, and in
that same way get back sugar, molasses, and
other West Indian and South-American
produce, which is now supplied indirectly to
so large an ext- nt through the United States.

"In the enquiry as to the probable prospec-
tive increase of trade with the West India
Islands and South America, the views of the
authorities cited above must carry grtat
weight. In their opinion, if Canada is to
build up a British and Foreign West India
trade for her Western products, she must have
Maritime depots.

" The Baie Verte Canal is regarded bythem
as indispensable to the extension of the
commercial relations of Canada with the
British and Foreign West India Islands.

" The construction of the Canal should not
be dependent on the extent of the existing
trade between the Dominion and these
Islands, but on the trade which the Canal
will create."

Mr. Young also gives it as his
opinion that very little trade would go
through the Canal from Prince Edward
Island at present. If there was reci-
procity with the United States there
would be a large trale through the

Mr. BURPEE.

Canal. At present there was not very
much trade there, although there was
a considerable amount of trade between
Prince Edward Island and St. John.
Reciprocity with the United States
was almost indispensible to the trade
of Prince Edward Island. With refer-
ence to the trade with the Bay of
Fundy he had already referred to
that. The fact was that trade with
the Bay of Fundy with the Upper
Provinces was almost entirely shut
out for the want of this canal.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that,
perhaps his hon. friend would postpone
his remarks until Monday. He did
not anticipate the hon. gentleman
would occupy so nuch time, and as
there was so much other business be-
fore the House, he would ask the hon.
gentleman to proceed with his speech
on Monday.

Mr. BURPEE acceded to the request,
and the inatter was postponed.

THE SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT -moved
the bouse into Committee of Supply
on the Supplementary Estimates,-Mr.
Young in the Chair.

THE NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

On item No. 6, appropriating $119,-
435.32, to provide for further expenses
for current fiscal year, in relation to
the North-West Mounted Police,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said this
seemed to be a very large amount.
He found that the sum already voted
for the nilitia service this ycar,showed
an increase of $107,000, and the sum
asked for now, added to the former
vote, would show an increase of over a
quarter of a million.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said that
these voles were up to the 30th June.
The votes the hon. gentleman had
referred to were for after 30th June.

lion. Mr. MITCHELL-Then the
amount actually expended during the
current year will be $345,000.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-Nearly
so, including arrears which were
carried forward.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE pointed out that
owing to the difficulty of getting in
these accounts they had run from one
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year to the other, and stated that there
really was only a slight increase this
year. This year they hoped to be able
to reduce the expense by raising grain
themselves.

Mr. BLANCH1ET asked whtit was
the approximate expense of the
Mounted Police since their formation.

Hon. Mr. BLAIE said the actual
-expenses for the three years ineluding
the current year, amounted to $878,-
803, as nearly as they could make it out.
That included a considerable amount
for supplies for buildings which had
been made by the mon, and which it
had been impossible to disentangle
from the accounts.

Mr. BABY said the United States'
troops sent out to the West during the
Indian War, cost $1,000 a head per
per year. le desired to know if the
Mounted Police had cost as much.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said if he had
anything to regret, i t was that they had
not been supplied enough. All that
could be done was being attempted to
raise grain around the posts or to pur-
chase it in the Territories. The Gov-
ernment were doing what they oould
to induce people to settle there, but
for a year or two supplies would still
be very high.

Hon. Mr. POPE asked if the horses
of the North-West would not live on
the grass of the praries where our
horses would die.

Hon. Mi'. BLAKE soid he had insti-
tuted enquiries as to the horses of the
North-West, British Columbia and the
Western States. They were not yet
'completed, but the information he had
led him to the belief that, except to a
very limited extent, they could not use
the native horses. They did not pos-
sess the size or the other qualities re-
quisite. Oxen were largely used, but
it was represented to him horses would
also be required.

The item was passed.
Items 8 and 9 passed without discus-

sion.
On item 10 to provide for cost of

increased staff, &c., for Parliamentary
Library, in accordance with the report
of the Committee, $4,000,

Mi'. KIRKPATRICK said this was
apparently a small sum of money, but

79½

it was an unnecessary appropriation.
A return had been brought down on
his (Mr. Kirkpatrick's) motion, and if
the Premier was acquainted with the
condition of affairs which it revealed,
it would be well the House should have
his opinion on the subject. In 1868 a
Committee sat to investigate the
expenses of the internal economy
of the House. They reported that the
number of extra clerks should not ex-
ceed ten. Since then election commit-
tees had been abolished, yet there were
37 extra Sessional clerks, five of whom
were permanent. The same report
also recommended the number of mes-
sengers should not exceed 40; there
were now 48. Now, where was the
necessity of having so many extra
clerks and messengers. This vote was
unnecessary. The amount could be
taken out of the contingencies vote.
He was so astonished at the facts re-
vealed in the return brought down,
that he thougiht it would be well to ap-
point a Committea next Session to as-
certain whether the abuses could be
remedied.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
hon. gentleman could not have read
the report of the Library Committee.
It showed this appropriation was neces-
sary.

Hon. J. H. CAMERON said it was
not enough. If' the hon. member for
Krontenac had any Augean stable to
cleanse, he should not turn the stream
into the library. Both louses had
unanimously resolved to give this ad-
ditional assistance to the librarian.
believing it would be necessary.

Mr. BABY said the Library Com-
mittee had carefully considered the
question, and had recomnended noth-
ing that vas unnecessary.

Hon. Mi. BLANCHET wished to
know if the officers to be appointed
were to bo paid by statute or under the
supervision of the Speaker ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it
was probable the new Library would
not b e occupied for some months yet,
but he had no doubt the additional
officers would be paid under Statute.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said ho did
not complain of necessary expenditure.
What he did complain of were the
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abuses in the internal economy of the
House. The Commissioners were not
expenling the money entrusted to
them wisely or well.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT eaid there
was a decrease in the estimate for
extra clerks and messengers for the
coming year.

Mr. BOWELL wished to know who
had given the Clerk authority to em-

ploy 32 extra clerks ?

The SPEAKER-I gave him the
authority.

Mr. BOWELL said if the rule meant
anything, it signified that when
the clerk found extra elerks noces-
sary, le should employ them,
or call the attention of the Speaker
to the fact, and select them with
the Speaker's approbation. It had
been stated in the lobbies that per-
sons were kept ou duty inti[ otLer-
wise provided for, and also that mcn
were put on the staff who really did,
and Lad donc, nothing. It was time
that the louse should take this matter
into its own hands, and, following the
example of the Imperial Parliament,
appoint a Committee to enquire into
the question. The salaries paid to
these extra clerks were enormouslv
high ; some received $600, others $500,
and others $400. He objected chiefly
to the system, because these elerks
were shufiled in bv the scoop-full with-
out regard to the necessity for their
appointment.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Cardweil)
thought that if these statemnents were
correct, they revealed the existence
of an extraordinary state of things.
He had always been Lnder the impres-
sion that the clerks were fully em-
ployed, and that they did their work
well. He was informed that at least
one sessional clerk had not even made
the pretence of doing anything for his
pay, but was attending all the Session
to his duties in the press gallery.

Mr. SP1dAKER stated that he was
surprised to hear these comments. He
was not aware that any employé drew
pay who did not work for it. Sessional
clerks were paid, he believed, $4 per
day, and compared with former years,
their numbers were not materially
increased. He and the Commissioners

Mr. KIRKPATRICK.

of Internal Economy had done their
utmost to reiuce, as far as possible, ex-
penditure in this Department; and
offices becoming vacant had not been
filled up. He could not imagine any
point to which the slightest objection
could be taken, save to the nuiber
of extra clerks which was per-
haps larger than there vas necessity
for ; but he believed it was not
larger than it Lad been for many
vears. It vas difficult, however, to in-
duce officials to accept positions in the
poet office even with increased pay, so
liard w-as the work. He had been under
the necessity of ordering one sessional
clerk to take a position in the Post
Office on pain of losing his appoint-
ment altogether. He had no ditfi-
culty in obtaining clerks, he was
sorry to say; applications were ex-
tremely nunerous, and nany were
the tales of distress which he beard.
He would be delighted to be relieved
from the very grave responsibility
and annoyance attendant on the per-
forniance of these duties.

Mr. BOWELL thought that this
difficulty was easily solved, as the
110th rule provided that the Speaker
had nothing to do with these appoint-
ments unless his attention were drawn
to them by the Clerk of the louse.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL hoped that
if these evils existed-and le did not
doubt it-tbey would be rermedied,
now that the attention of the Speaker
was drawn to them. He thought that
the appropriations in connection with
the library, particularly for legal
works, were rather large.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that they had found law books to be
very expensive.

ion. Mr. CAMERON (Cardwell)
stated,. that during recess the First
Minister had asked him whether he
would have any objection to assist the
librarian to go over the whole list in
the library, and give any aid in his
power to complete as far as possible
the list of legal works which it was
necessary to purchase.

He told his hon. friend that the
amount, he thought, which would be
required would be infinitely larger
than anything he had yet put in his
estimates. The expense of law books
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was very much greater than that of
ordinary books, and the amount asked
for was not nearly sufficient to make
the law library as c>mplete as was
necessary for the judges ofthe Suprenie
Court. He was quite sure his hon.
friend would only require that expla-
nation to know that it was not an un-
necessary item.

In compliance with the request of
theFirst Minister, he Lad given the
librarian, during the past summer,
what advice and assistance were in his
power in rcspect of the necessary se-
lection.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL said lie was
glad of the explanation that bad been
made by bis hon. friend, but he wishcd
the Government to bear in ind that
that was not a permanent vote.

The item was carried.

MILITIA DRILL.

On item No. 12, appropriating $20,-
009 for drill pay and other incidental
expenses connected with the drill and
training of the iMilitia,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIiT explained
that last year, owing perhaps to the
hard tines, or perhaps other accidental
causes. the number which presented
themselves for drill was larger tlai
usual. Conse Juently the appropriation
was exceeded by about $20,000, for
which amount they now asked.

iMr. POULIOT considered this ex-
pendituro, money thrown away, wh le
there were so mianv u-eful things on
which it might be expended. He sug-

ested that the Minister of Public
Vorks should be favoured with the

appropriation, thon he would be able
to do something for the good of the
Dominion. In bis constituency there
-was a harbour which needed improv-
ing, and ho hoped the attention of the
Government would be given to the
matter.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) was
of opinion that the bone and sinew
of the Volunteers should be botter
paid than they were. le saw an item
of $50,000 for Rifle Associations, but
he thought the money of the country
should rather be spent on those
who knew how to use the
rifle in an expert and practical
manner, than on those silver-headed-

i caned, patent-leather-booted and kid
gloved gentry to whom he regretted
this appropriation was being made.
The men on whom so much money
vas expended were not the men tbat

would do the most service to the
countrv. It was the men who had
served their country in 1865 and 1866 ;
and if they were called ont he would
venture to say that an army of 25,000
or 30,000 of theni could be obtained
within ten days. le thought that the
veterans of 1812 should be paid larger
pensions, and that the men who lost
their health at Erie should be taken
into consideration by the Government
next year.

Mr. CASEY said h-e couli rot agree
wth the reiarks whiei lad fallen
froin the ltn. gentleman who lad just
taken bis seat, but lie thought there
was sone truth in the view lie had
expressed in regard to drill. A good
deal of money was wasted, for the
reason that it was utterly impossi-
ble, with the amount of money
annually voted for militia purposes,
and in the time allotted, to make
efficient soldiers out of raw recruits.
H1e considered that if the Government
decided to take ont only a small pro-
portion comparatively of the volu nteers
of the country and drill theni for a con-
siderable time this year, not at bat-
talion head-quarters, but in the usual
brigade camps, the money would be
most economically expended. le
was sorry to hear the hon. gentleman
make the remark lie did in reference
to Rifle Associations.

Mr. ROSS-I repeat it.
Mr. CASEY said the only instru-

ment they had of keeping up enthusi-
asm amongst the volunteer corps was
rifle shooting, and many joined the
reciments for the purpose of practising
rifle shooting and being allowed to take
part in rifle matches. These matches
did more to keep volunteer corps to-
gether than any other agency. And
again, people called on suddenly, not
trained in the use of the rifle, would be
practically useless in the field although
they might be sufficiently enthusiastie.

Ur. ROSS said he did not mean the
Rifle Associations in the rural districts,
but those at head-quarters, where the
kid-goved soldiers luxuriated.
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Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton )
considered rifle shooting of more
importance to our volunteers than drill,
because the amount place at the dis-
posal of the militia for this year was
altogether inadequate to the wants of
the country.

The iten was carried.
On item 77 to provide for the cost

of building and equipping a steamboat
to maintain communication bctween
Prince Edward Island and the main-
land during winter nonths, in accord-
ance with the terms of Union, $30,000,

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET asked
whether any contract had been given
to Mr. Sewell ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Thcre will
be.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET .wished to
know where the engines would be
obtained ?

Hon. Mr. MACIENZIE said
enquiries had been made to ascertain
whether compound engines could be
made in this countrv. Hfe believed
the nachinery would oe got in Montreal.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET--Will the
vesse] be ready this year ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Yos.
Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said ho

was in Quebec not long ago, and was
told by a gentleman thero that the
vessel that was being built for this
service was wholly unfit for it. He
did not wish to find fault with the
Government ; ho merely desired to
call their attention to what had been
told hiim.

. Mir. DAVIES understood the vessel
was to be built under Lloyds survey.
He considered the model was perfect.
With regard to the engines he would
like to have them built at some place
where they had more experience of
building suen machinery than in Mon-
treal or Quebec. It would be better to
go abroad for the engines.

lon. Mr. BLANCHET said there
were manufacturers in Montreal and
Quebec who could turn out the very
best machinery.

Mr. FRECHETTE said there was
one of the best establishments in Lévis.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said
there never was a compound engine

Mr. Ross.

built there. Ie had letters fron
several manufacturers declining to
build the engines bocause they had no
experience in the manufacture of them,
and had no patterns. There had been
very few such engines built in this
country. Only two or three shops had
models of the kind that would suit.
The Government would take good care
that nothing should be made out of the
country that could be made in it.

T'he Committeo rose and reported
progress.
LIQUOR TRAFFIC IN THE NORTII-WEST.

Bill to amend an Act intituled: " An
Act to make further provision as to
Duties of Customs in Manitoba and
the North-West Territories; and fur-
ther to restrain the importation or
manufacture of Intoxicating Liquors
into, or in the North-West Terri-
tories," was read the third time, and
passed.

The House adjourned at 5.30 P.M.

HOUSE 0F COMMONS.

MONDAY, April 10th, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 1.30,

o'clock.

ORDERS DISCIIARGED.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD moved that the
following Orders bo discharged :-

Bill respecting Dominion Lands re-
served for Railway purposes.

Resolution-That it is expedient to
make special provision iespecting
Dominion Lands withdrawn from the
general provision of the Dominion
Lands Act, as to sale and settle-
ment, for purposes connected with
the Canadian Pacific Railway; and to-
provide that two-thirds of all cash re-
ceived for such lands shall be carried
to a special fund for such purposes as
aforesaid, to be dealt with in such man-
ner as may bo deemed expedient by
the Governor in Council.

The motion was agreed to.

LENDING IRON RAILS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the House go into Committee of the-
Whole to consider the following reso-
lution: -" That it is expedient to-
authorize the Government to make a
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temporary disposition of the iron rails
as they are removed from the Gov-
ernment railways by loaning then
to companies construetingr railways
Vhich may be regarded as feeders
to the Government lines, such rails
to be returned weight for weight to
the Government stores at the junction
of such lines when taken up."

Mr. BOWELL asked what railwavs
were referred to from which the rails
were to be moved and loaned to private
companies?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
road from St. John to Halifax was the
railway. The road from Moncton was
already laid with steel rails, and the
Government were replacing the iron
rails on the other portion as fast as

,they could.
Mr. BOWELL wished to know if

the House was to understand from that
that the rails which were being, taken
up were unfit for use. If so, they
would not be required by other corn-
panies; if they were not worn out
they should not be taken up. He was
aware the Act declared this line should
be laid with steel rails, but that re-
ferred only [o the new portion of the
road ; on the other portion the iron was
to be replaced with steel as soon as it
became necessary to renew the rails.
The principlie involved in this resolu-
tion was vicious. He did niot sec why
these rails should be given to local
roads, though they might be feeders of
Government railways, any more than
to others in different sections of the
Dominion. He could easily see how
the adoption of such a scheme as
lending these rails would lead to
abuses. No doubt the Government
were honest in their intention, but
the experience of the past did not
justify a roasonable expectation that
rails once loaned to private companies
would ever be returned. It would be
something like the municipal loan
fund. When the time would come to
demand that the rails be returned.
the companies would plead they had
been used in the public interest, and
claim exemption from returning or
paying for them. If it were the policy
of the Government to subsidize private
companies throughout the Dominion,
he had no objection to it. He would

cast his vote in favour of assisting all
railroads rnning i ito the interior of
the country, but le did not sece whv
comJ)anies in a particular part of the
Dominion should be spccially favoured
at the expense of other sections.. If
ther wished to avail themselves of
these rails which were beig renoved
from the Governmeit roads. lot theim
buy what they required and pay what
they were worth. Such rails as itwas
fônd necessary to reinove should be
sold for what thtey would bring, and
there world be an end of the matter.
le did not think the principle involv-
ed in this resolution was a correc(tone,
and in order to prevent the Premier,
in case anything should arise ont of
the lending of these rails, saying no
objections were raised to this ieasure,
le (Mr. Bowell) wished to place his
protest on record.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
were about ninety miles of iron rails
to be lifted yet. Of these about fifty
rniles inight probably be used for somne
years longer, but they wonld have to
be patceld and it would never do 10
repair with steel rails. The tra'k
mnust be laid entirely cither with iron
or with steel rails. It was quite in-
possible to mix the two kinds. It was
easier fbr rolling stock to pass
over steel rails, and there was
less liability to breakage. These rea-
sons had induced the late Government
to commence the process, of whihel le
quite approved, and which le was
earrying out as fast as possible. As
to the p>olicy of giving these rails to
private compaiies, which would act
as feeders to the road, lie tlugollut it
was a grood one. The cash value of
the available rails at present was
about 8117,000, assuming they would
conmmand as high a price in the future
as in the past. These feeders would
bring a large amount of trafle tu the
road. He thought this policy would
accomplish a great deal of go->d.

Mr. McCALLUM held that if this
ptwer was given to the Government,
they could use it to keep themsolves
in power. He opposed the resolution;
agd though he knew the Government,
would not make support a condition
for the loan of rails, it would be well
understood that they would expect
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the support of companies getting
the rails. It was said that com-
panies thus favoured would give good
security, but such security had been
sup plied by the Grand Trunk, Great
Western, and Northern Railway Com-
panies, yet last year the Northern
Railway Company had been forgiven
three millions. It was agreed that the
other mil!ion was to be paid within a
certain time ; but only the other day
the Premier had requested an exten-
sion of time touching this matter.
The Premier had not always been of
the opinion that it was necessary to
,use steel rails on the Intercolonial
Railway. He remembered the time
when in 1871, the hon. member for
Larnark had moved that it be laid with
iron ; and the hon. member for Lamb-
ton. had voted for this resolution.

The purchase of certain steel rails
was a monument of the Govinment's
folly ; and to bide their blundering
they now wished to make it appear,
that if these rails were not required
for the Pacifie, they were needed for
the Intercolonial Railroad. He entered
his protest against the passage of the
resolution which was wrong in principle
and would be wrong in practice. Our
revenue was not too abundant, and if
we did not want the rails in question,
they should be sold, after giving
proper notice.

Mr. MASSON enquired the meaning
of the following portion of the resolu-
tion, "such rails to be returned weight
"for weight to the Government stores
"at the junction of such lines when
"taken up."

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied that
when taken up, they were to be
returned to the depots at the junction
of their lines with the Intercolonial
Railway.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thought that
the wording of the resolution was
perfectly clear. If transient travel was
to be secured, a high rate of speed had
to be secured, and to ensure this, the
line should be laid from end to end
with steel rails. He was surprised to
observe the position taken by the bon.
member from Hastings, and he heartily
approved of the policy of the Govern-
ment in extending assistance to feeders
of the Intercolonial Railway.

Mr. MCOALLUM.

Mr. 'WHITE (Hastings) could not
see how the rate of speed could be
effected by the fact that a portion of
the road was laid with ir-on, and a
portion with steel rails; a long delay
would take place in the construction of
the Pacifie Railway if the poliy
proposed were pursued. The business
of the country should be conducted in
a sensible practical way, and these
rails, if they were not required, should
be sold.

Mr. IRVING maintained that the
Government proposed to follow the
course pursued under similar circum-
stances by the Great Western, Grand
Trunk and iNorthern Railway
Companies.

Mr. PLUMB was not aware that in
order to properly inaugurate this rail'
way and establish a uniform. rate of
speed, it should be laid entirely with
steel or iron. He was also not aware
that such competition was offered by
the great central lines as to necessitate
the preparations of which mention was
made. He thought that the rails in
question should be sold to the branch
lines. He could not understand ex-
actly how they could be loaned on
principles untinged with partizanship
or favouritism. He was of opinion
that the Government should not be too
hasty with regard to the laying of the
line with steel rails, as it was conceded
that their use was still a matter of
experiment, as far as advantage con-
ferred equal to the additional price
compared with the price of good iron
rails was concerned. He considered
that the objections raised to the policy
of the Government were well taken.

On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE, the
House went into Committee on the
resolution, Mr. Ross (Middlesex) in the
Chair.

The Committee reported the resolu-
tion without amendment.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
resolution be read the second time and
concurred in.

Mr. BOWELL moved, in amend-
ment :-" That the resolution be not
now concurred in, but that it be
referred back to the Committee of
Whole for the purpose of amending
the same so as to provide that the
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iron rails moved from the Govern-
ment railways shall be sold to the
highest bidder, after due notice shall
have been given of such intention to
sell the same." He moved the mo-
tion because ho dissented entirely from
the principle and ailso from the reasons
givea by the Hon. Prime Minister
in moving the resolution. He objected
to the loaning out to private com-
panies of' rails which were now worth
$25, $30 or $35 per ton,and having them
returned weight for weight when they
would only b of the value of scrap
iron. If it was to be the policy of the
Government to subsidize local linos
that policy should bo made applicable
to all sections of the country.

Mr. FLESIIER, in seconding the
amendment, said he objected to the
motion on the grourid that ho regard-
ed it as a subsidy of local lines. He
thought great difficulty would be ex-
perienced in ascertaining when the
rails were to be taken up by the local
lines.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he should certainly vote for the amend-
ment, as ho did not approve of the
principle contained in the original
motion. Property for which the coun-
try had no longer any use ought to be
sold to the highest bidder in the open
market. The principle of the resolu-
tion was contrar te the policy the
Hon. Premier had advocated both in
this House and the Legislature of On-
tario. When Mr. Sand field Macdonald in-
troduced a Bill asking for the sanction
of Parliament to a Bill providing for
guants to railways, the hon. gentle-
men then said that Parliamentary con-
trol was a farce unless they had power
to vote on each specifie appropriation,
and the principle of the motion before
the louse was a complete abnegation
of Parliamentary control for the con-
venience of the Government. If
they wanted to make a present of
these rails, the companies should
be specified. The rails would, most
probably, never be returned, for as
each rail became worn out it would be
thrown aside.

Mr. WORKMAN said that it would
be a very unprofitable transaction if
the Government were to dispose of
these rails now. Owing to the market

being over supplied, the price of iron
rails was only one-half what it was
three years ago. If they lent them
out now and sold them four years
hence the price that would be obtained
for thein would ho much greater than
that which could be got now.

Hon. Mr. IOLTON said it was a
question of public policy whether it
was fit and proper to aid these connect-
ing local roads which served as feeders
to the Government roads, and whether
they should not, in the loast expensive
and least objectionable manner, aid
these linos. He was preparod to vin-
dicate his vote on that ground.

Mr. MILLS did not seo a very great
deal of force in the observations made
by the right hon. menber for Kingston.
Ail the railways of this country might
be regarded more or less as publie
corporations. They were granted
powers which wero not conferred on
any other companies. They were
authorized to take away the property
of private individuals in the same way
as the State. What the Premier
proposed to do in this case was to take
iron rails and loan thom to cor-
porations whose existence was only
justified on public grounds. Those rails
would cost tho public nothing, since
the Government were to receive the
same quality in return, while the
country would be the gainer.

Mr. WALLACE hold that if these
rails were of any good they could be used
where they were, and the country would
have the advantage of them for some
years. This resolution was for the
purpose of subsidizing local railways.
In Ontario the way railroads were
built was by private companies which
were aided by municipalities and the
Local Legislature. The same principle
should be adopted in the Lower
Provinces.

Mr. PLUMB said there could be no
objection whatever to granting aid to
the linos which would be feeders to the
Government railways ; but before any
such subsidy was granted, no matter
how much it was, the names of the
lines thus aided should be given
together with the amount of rails they
were to receive. He had no doubt such
a proposal would receive every
consideration if rightly presented to
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Parliament, but it was too much to ask
the House to vote these subsidies
blindly.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE wished to
know the railways to be subsidized.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
would give the names of all the rail-
ways that could in any sense be con-
sidered as feeders. There was the
branch which might be necessary to
reach deep water at Dalhousie, six or
seven miles long; the road starting
fron Chatham, crossing the Inter-
colonial, and running towards Fred-
ericton; the road from the harbour of
Richibucto to the main line; the road
from the main line crossing the coun-
ties of Queens and York to Fredericton;
the St. Martin and Upham road, and
the road from Parrsboro' to Pugivash.
These were the whole of the roads he
knew of that lad connection with the
Intercolonial by crossing it.

lon. Mr. ROBITAILLE said there
was the Baie de Chaleurs Railroad,
which was intended to be a feeder of
the Intercolonial, and was intended to
Open up the whole district of Gaspé,
with a population of' 36,000 souls and
an immense trade. The hon. gentle-
man seemed to know nothing about
that road. He (Mr. Robitaille) wished
to inform the hon. gentleman about it,
,so that he could farnishi a few of those.
rails to the Company.

Mr. ROCHESTER was of opinion
that the mode of disposing of those
rhils proposed by the Premier was a
good one. When they were worn to a
certain extent they must be removed,
and if laid on the feeding lines the
Government roads would "indirectly
have the benefit of them. It could
hardly be expected they would be
taken fron that country and loaned to
railroads in Ontario.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) thought it
would be better to sell the rails to the
companies for old iron.

The House then divided on the
amendment, which was rejected on the
following division:-

YEAS:

Baby,
Benoit,
Blanchet,
Bowell,

MNr. PI.UmE

Messieurs
McCallum,
McQuade,
Masson,
Monteith,

Cameron (Victoria), Montplaisir,
Caron, Orton,
Daoust, Pettes,
Desjardins, Platt,
Farrow, Plumb,
Flesher, Pope,
G Uaudet, Robinson,
Haggart, Robitaille,
Harwood, Rouleau,
Jones (Leeds), Short,

J Langevin, Wallace (Norfolk),
Little, White (Hastings),
Macdonald (Kingston),White (Renfrew) and
McDougall (Renfrew),Wright (Pontiac).-37.
Macmillan,

NAYs:

Messieurs
Archibald, Killam,
Aylmer, Laflaime,
Bain, Laird,
Barthe, Lajoie,
Bertram, Langlois,
Biggar, Laurier,
Blackburn, MacDougall (Elgin),
Blain, MacKay (Cape Breton),
Borron, Mackenzie,
Bowman, McGregor,
Brouse, . McLeod,
Buell, Metcalfe,
Burk, Mills,
Burpee (St. John), Mitchell,
Burpee (Sunbury), Moffatt,
Cartwright, Norris,
Casey, Oliver,
Cauchon, Paterson,
Cheval, Pickard,
Christie, Pouliot,
Church, Power,
Cockburn, Pozer,
Coffin, Robillard,
Delorme, Rochester,
De St. Georges, Ross (Middlesex),
DeVeber, Ross (Prince Edward),
Dymond, Rvmal,
Ferris, Skinner,
Fiset, Smith (Peel),
Fleming, Smith (Selkirk),
F réchette, Smith (Westmoreland),
Galbraith, Snider,
Gillies, Stirton,
Gillmor, St. Jean,
Gordon, Taschereau,
Goudge, Thompson(Haldimand)
Hagar, Thomson (Welland),
Hall, Tremaine,
Higinbotham, Trow,
Holton, Vail,
1-lorton, Wallace (Albert).
Huntington, Wood, and
Irving, Workman.-87.
Kerr,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-Does
the hon. gentleman intend to found a
Bill on that resolution ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-No, I do
not.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD -This
will be a breach of the Constitution.

NEW BRUNSWICK FISHERIES.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT having
moved that the Speaker do leave the
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Chair, and the House go into Ccmmit-
tee of Supply,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL stated, that
before the motion was carried he
wished to cal] the attention of ihe
Minister of' Marine and Fisheries to
the question of certain rights and
privileges claimed by fishermen of bis
County and Province, in connection
with the enforcenent of certain rules
and regulations issued by the Govern-
ment. He had allowed the matter to
stand over to so late a period in the
Session, owing to the absence of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to
whon he had a suggestion to inake
which, if accepted, would save a great
deal of ill-feeling and bad blood, and
perhaps more serious results, as feeling
ran very high in this relation. The
fishermen had enjoyed these rights for
seventy-five or eighty years-in some
instances longer-and they believed
that they ought not now be deprived
of, theni, and it would be impossible to
remove this impression from their
minds unless a decision contrary to
their views was rendered in a court of
law. lis proposition was that a case
should be selected for subnmission to
the Judges of the Suprene Court,
whose ruling would be binding. le
made this proposal in the interests of
peace and order, right and justice, and
he trusted that it would be accepted.
lI case it was not considered favour-
ably he would move, " That it be
resolved that the Speaker do not now
leave the chair, but that this House
(o take into consideration the regula-
tions made by the Government in May
last, with relation to the fishery ques-
tion, and the fishermen's interests in
New Brunswick."

Hon. Mr. SMITH presumed that bis
hon. friend had authority to speak for
the fishermen of his country regarding
this matter. In framing the resolu-
tions, there was no intention and no
desire to interfere with any of the
riparian rights in question ; and lie
still held that these regulations did
not contravene any such right. He
would be glad to solve the difficulty in
any reasonable manner ; and le would
request his hon. friend to postpone the
matter until to-morrow, in order that
lie might cousult with his colleagues.

At ilie same time he migbt say that the
proposition would probably be accept-
ed ; but if it turned out that thev ceould
not agree on the statenent of fiets io
be submitted to the Court for decision,
it was to be understood that this ar-
rangement would go for iothing.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL observed that
he had been fr'equently corsulted by
the fishernien in this conneetion. le
had been present at four large met-
ings; and he lad advised tiieni to se-
cure tlie best legal counsel. Ie was
satisfied that if' bis proposal wtas ae-
cepted, as it was proposed-in good
ilith--it would be accepted by tlh
people of his county.

Mr. POULIOT urged that fishermncut
living on the banks of the St. Law-
rence, in bis county, possessed in this
connection a stronger claim for ceon-
sideration than the fishermen whose
case was advocated by the hon. mem-
ber for iNorthumberland; he strongly
recommended this natter to the f-
vourable attention of the Hon. Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisheries.

THE BAIE VERTE CANAL.

Mr. B3URPEE (Sunbury) proceeded
to resume bis speech on the question!
of the Baie Verte Canal.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL wished to be
understood that if the lion. gentleman
proceeded lie should claim the righi
of reply.

Several members >l-jected to the
hon. gentleman proceeding with his
remarks.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the hon-
gentleman was out of order in speak-
ing on a motion t* go into Committee
of supply on a subjeet of' which notice
had been given.

Mr. BROUSE moved the adjourn-
ment of the louse in order to put
matters right.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that it was
irregular to speak on a motion for the
adjournment of the House on a subject
of which notice had been given.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the matter
was of considerable importance, and
that if the hon. gentleman was allowed
to go on, a full discussion should be
permitted. He regretted that it had
been brought up at so late a period of
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the Session, as the subject was of a
character that entitled it to full and
earnest consideration.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that
as the discussion of the subject was
likely to develope into a long debate,
he would ask the hon. gentleman not
to proceed now, as a long debate could
not be indulged in without blocking
the pressing business of the House.

Mr. BURPEE consented not to pro-
ceed with his speech, and the matter
dropped.

THE AMBROSE SHEA CLADIS.

On motion of Mr. Cartwright, the
House then went into Committee of
Supply.

On item 37, appropriating 811,866
for the purpose of meeting the pro-
bable claims of Hon. Ambrose Shea,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIT explained
that this item was put in the estimate
to meet the possible expenditure which
maight be necessitated by the report of
the Committee of the House which
considered the matter. Of course the
Government would consider it their
duty to enquire into the grounds on
which the claim was based. The
amount in the Supplementary Esti-
mates was the exact amount without
either interest or commission on the
sum claimed by that gentleman.

The item was passed.

CHANGE OF GUAGE ON RAILWAYS.

Items 39 and 40 were passed.
On item 41, to pay for balance of

cost of change of gauge on railway lines,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ($38,-
758.12 from 1874-75) $168,768.12.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN asked what
the change of gauge would cost alto-
gether ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
had been expended up to the present
time $821,124, but there were credits
for old material sold, which would
make a considerable reduction on this
amount. There was expended on the
Windsor and Annapolis Railway in
repairs as well as in change of gauge,
very nearly $105,000. The reduction
in the expenditure would be about
$80,000, by the sale of old material.
The expenditure on the Windsor and

-on. Mr. VAIL.

Annapolis Railroad altogether was
$926,000, of which $126,000 was yet
to be voted, but the 80,000 was to be
taken from that amount for old
material. They had obtained 37 new
engines and other .new stock of the
very best description, and he supposed
there was no road on the continent
better supplied with rolling stock and
other material.

The item was passed.
Item 42 was passed without discus-

sion.

WHARVES ON LOWER ST. LAWRENCE.

On item 43, $124,777 (Vide public
accounts 1874-5, part 2, page 398),

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said ho did
not see in the details of this amount
anything about the surplus sum
required for the wharves on the Lower
St. Lawrence. The amount voted by
Parliament was 823,000 ; the amount
expended, $36,383, making a surplus
expenditure of $12,883, or more than
fifty per cent. If the Premier would
investigate this matter ho would see
the money had been squandered.
There were too many clerks, overseers
and foremen for the number of men
employed. The reason was the work
had been donc by days' labor. The
Premier must have been deceived or
he certainly would not have allowed
the work to be donc in that way.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he was
obliged to the hon. gentleman for the
manner in which ho had called atten-
tion to the matter. le promised to
look into it. He was desirous to have
the work of the Department done most
carefully and economically.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said if the
work had been done by contract the
appropriation would not have been ex-
ceeded. When other work was to be
donc down there-and he hoped the
Premier would se his way to making
some needed improvement in that di-
rection-he hoped it would be per-
formed by contract.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said ho would
not be present when the vote for
boundary surveys would be reached.
He wisbed to ask if it was intended to
have the boundary line surveyed and
defined between Alaska and Canada.
A good many Americans were en-
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croaching upon our territory while
they were very jealous of Canadians
going into theirs.

Hon. Mi. MACKENZIE said the
Government had made every effort to
get the United States authorities to

Join thein in obtaining a survey of the
boundary in that particular part, but it
was very difficult to get them to move
in the matter. That was the only
thing that Lad stopped them.

The item was passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTDIATES - MISCEL-
LANEOUS ITEMS.

The Supplementary Estimates for
1Si were then taken up.

Item 1 was passed without discus-
sion.

Oc item 2, for the salary of one
Stipendiary Magistrate, or County
Court Judge, to provide, if necessary,
for the vacancy created by the death
of the late A. T. Bushby, Esq., in
British Columbia, $2,425,

Hon. Mr. BLAKE, in reply to Sir
John A. Macdonald, said this was sim-
ply for one year, until the question of
the County Court Judges in British
Columbia was settled.

The item was passed.
With reference to item No. 8, pro-

viding for the payment of $200 to
Ensign Fahey, in accordance with a
report of the Medical Board,

Hon. Mr. CART WRIGHT explained
that this w-as the renewal of an old
grant. Ensign Fahey had been in-
jured at Ridgeway, and had been
granted a pension of' $200 for five years,
with the understanding that if Uc
(Fahy) remained in a disabled condi-
tion at the end of this period, it would
be rencwed for a similar time. The
Medical Board reported that this was
the case, and accordingiy the pension
was continued.

Mr. IRVING trusted that when oc-
casion arose, these graceful tributes
for services rendered the country
would be made more general in order
to afford encouragement to our volun-
teers.

The item vas passed.
Item No. 9, providing $10,000 to

purchase forage for, and for contingen-
cies in connection with the North-West
Mounted Police, being taken up,

Hon. Ir. POPE thought that this
service was managed at present in a
very extravagant manner.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE replied that ho
would be glad to hear any suggestions
as to the way in which the appropri-
ation could bc reduced. The original
estimate comprised only 4½ lbs. ofoats
per day foir each of the horses, based
on the supposition that large quantities
could bc raiscd at the post-, but fur-
ther information led him to believe
that this hope could not bc realized;
and this sum was in part intended to
provide for the deficieney.

lon. Mir. POPE-Could not the
force be reduced ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I do not think
that it could be reduced at present.
The military force in Manitoba has
been lessened one-half during the
present year, and that is something.

Hon. Mr. POPE urged that the vol-
unteer system should be introduced in
the North-West Territories, and if such
provision were made he thought a re-
duction in this force would be quite
feasible.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) held that they
must be dependent for some years foi
protection on the Mounted Police
Force.

The item was passed.
Item 10, appropriating $200,000 for

the Cornwall Canal, being taken up,
In reply to lion. Mr. LANGEVIN,
lon. M'r. MACKENZIE xplained

that origiially they had not intended
to do anything in connection with this
work during the present year, but they
had subsequently thought it advisable
to make a comncnement, in order that
they might next year proceed with it
more vigorously.

Mr. SMITii (Selkirk) enquired
whether it was the intention to make
any appropriation for the improve-
ment of navigation on Red River, be-
tween Winnipeg and Lower Fort
Garry. Were an interruption which
existed removed-vessels could pass
from Winnipeg and Fort Garry di-
rect to the mouth of the Saskatche-
wan. This would bc a very great con-
venience, and be thought that it could
be secured with the expenditure of
from $5,000 to $8,000.
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lon. Mr. MACKENZIE repliecd that
they were not in the possession of in-
formation which would enable them to
present an intelligent estinate in re-
gard to this matter to the House. It
was also to be remembered that a
bridge, which would not be a swing
bridge, was to be built across the river
some 23 miles below Winnipeg and
between this place and the Lake. The
vessels used on the river were utterly
unsuited for lake navigation.

Hon. _Mr. MITCHELL hoped that it
was not intended to erect a bridge
which would interfere with the freedom
of navigation, compelling the trans-
shipment of cargoes, a very serions
matter. He trusted that the Govern-
nient would reconsider its decision, if
such was its object.

Hon. Mr. SMITII (Selkirk) held
that the interruption of navigation by
ineans of such a bridge would cause
great inconvenience and hardship. A
boat at present plied between Lower
Fort Garry and the Saskatchewan.

The iteni passed.

MONTREAL EXAMINING WAREHOUSE.

Item No. 11, providing for the ex-
penditure of à50,000 in connection
with the erection of Montreal Examin-
ing Warehouse, being taken up,

Mir. DESJARDINS made reference
to the Martin Contract. He stated
that while Bourgoin and Lamontagne
-to whom the contract had since been
a warded-had tendered for excava-
tions at the rate of $6.50 per yard,
Alartin's tender for this portion of the
work had been $4.30 per yard. A
telegram was sent to the former re-
questing them to come to Ottawa on
this business; and on the 13th of May
a similar dispatch was sent to the lat-
ter. On the 2Ist of May, notification
from the architect, of a change in the
conditions of the contract with refer-
ence to the excavation work, was re-
eeived, and on calculation being made,
Martii's tender was found to be the
lowest by $ 1,084; nevertheless, a mcm-
orandum of the Minister of Public
Works, of date the 25th of May, stated
that the tender of Bourgoin and Lam-
ontagne had been accepted, on condi-
tion that the rate for the excavation,
walls, and foundations, was reduced

Mr. SMITIL.

from $6.5t9 to $5. A letter was sent
fron the Department of Public Works
on the 28th, informing Martin that
his tender was the lowest; but, not-
withstanding all this, the contract was
given to Bourgoin and Lamontagne.
Martin wrote desiring to know why
the Government had changed its first
decision, and rejected the tender which
had been accepted ; and this letter was
dated the 2nd of June. It remained
without reply. On the 8th of June
Martin wrote a second letter request-
ing the reasons why a change in the
conditions had been made, and why
such action had been taken as was
mentioned: but acknowledgment was
simply made of its acceptance. This
note was dated the 10ti of June. On
the day following, Martin wrote, stat-
ing that on the 13th of May he had
received a telegram desiring his pre-
sence at Ottawa. HIe had gone to
Ottawa, and had been informed
by Mr. Trudeau, the Deputy
Minister that his tender was the lowest.
He was asked several questions,
amongst others, what security he could
furnish. He had offered either a money
deposit or a mortgage. He thon wished
to know why the contract had been
taken from him; and he asked whether
this was due to the fact that ho had the
misfortune to be a Conservative. To
this letter no reply was vouchsafed. On
the 2nd of June the tender of Bourgoin
and Lamontagne was accepted, on the
4th of June the report of the Committee
of the Privy Council was approved of
by the Administrator of the Govern-
ment, and on the 25th of May an Order
in Council was passed, accepting the
tender of Bourgoin and Lamontagne
on condition that the price for extra
work was reduced to $5 per yard. He
did not pretend to say that Bourgoin
and Lamontagne were not as competent
as Martin to perform the work ; but
the matters of justice and impartiality
were in question. H1e hoped that the
Minister of Public Works could give
an explanation that would satisfy the
public. These questions had been
discussed in the press, and on the
hustings during the late local elections,
and it had been charged that the
change had been made owing to political
motives. When it was found that the
works would be more considerable
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than the architect had at first forescen,
it would be seen that Bourgoin and
Lamontagne had been informed that
they could change their contract prices,
while Martin had not been placed in
so advantageous a position, although
tho latter's tender was the lowest by
the amount of $1,084. Bourgoin and
Lamontagne did change their rates,
and they had received the contract.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE replied,
that it being discovered that extra
excavations would have to be niade, a
a second provision was made in the
tender to obtain the schedule of prices
at which these extra depths, which
were assumed, not positively known,
might be taken. Bourgoin and
Lamontagne were the lowest tenderers
for the superstructure, the main point,
by nearly a thousand dollars; and
provided that the outer work was
taken at lower prices, they considered
those persons were entitled to the con-
tract. Bourgoin and Lamontagne at
first refused to accept the price men-
tioned, considering it was too low ;
and the next tender was that of Mar-
fin, with whom they communicated.
Shortly afterwards, however, the for-
mer returned, and accepted the con-
ditions which were in question. lie
knew nothing about either of the con-
tracting parties; he made it his busi-
ness never to know anything about
people under these circunistances,
and contracts were awarded on pria-
eiples which admitted of no challenge.

Mr. MASSONremarked that Martin
was telegraphed to come to Ottawa;
when the latter arrived he was told by
the Deputy of the Departmnent that he
had received the contract. which
almost immediately was transferred to
Bourgoin and Lamontagne. H-e did
not wish to touch on the political

question, but he would observe that
Martin had a reputation to maintain.
They were aware that a kind of rivalry
existed between these contractors, and
he could not but think that Martin,
under such peculiar circumstances had
a right not only to demand, but to
obtain an explanation of the reasons
which had actuated the Governmcnt
with reference to this inatter. lHe
asked whether the Administration bad
acted in a business like manner.
Martin's tender was the lowest, but

despite this fact, Bourgoin and
Lamontagne had been placed in a more
advantageous position, and to them the
contract had been transferred. Should
such action be taken with reference to
contracts generally ? le thought not.
Martin had offered satisfactory secu-
rit-, and who knew but that if he
(Martin) had received the saine offer
that had been extended to Bourgoin
and Lamontagne, he would not have
lowered his rates for making the super-
structure, and thereby a real saving
for the country would certainly have
been effected. le considered that the
Goverunment had taken an improper
course. lis hon. friend from Chateau-
gunay remeimbered the question which
came up last year, when a Sub-Con-
mittee was appointed by the Publie
Accounts' Committee to investigate 1ihe
contract awarded for supplying with
wood the Penitentiary of St. Vincent
do Paul. A gentleman had tendered
at a certain prico, and had every expec-
tation of securing the contract, but he
was ultimately informed that a party
who had tendered at a higher rate
would obtain it on condition of lower-
ing it, and this was certainly not just.
It was a system which was consistent
with the duty of' a Governiment to-
wards the tendorer that he should know
that if he were the lowest tenderer he
should have the contract, provided he
could give sufficient security. In ihis
case the gentleman was nlot only to
give security, but to deposit the monoy
required as a guarantee that he would
carry out his contract. Mr. Martin's
contract vas proved to be $1,000 less
than the successful tenderers', who were
political friends of the existing Ad-
ministration.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he
knew nothing about the Penitentiary
contract the hon. gentleman had a-
luded to, furth er tlian it was let by one
ofthe hon. gentleman's political friends.
In this particular case he contended
the contract was let to the lowest ton-
derer. It was exactly as he had stated
it, and further explanation be did not
feel hinself called upon to give.

Mr. DESJARDINS pointed out
that the architect had said that on the
whole it was not only fair to assume,
but it was a real fact, that by a correct
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computation it was shown that the
Martin tender was $ 1,084 less than that
of Bourgoin and Lamontagne.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated that
in a tender let at Kingston, a poli-
tical friend of the hon. gentlemen
opposite tendered three dollars below a
political friend of the Administration,
and the lowest tenderer got the contract.
It was precisely so in this case.

Mr. MASSON said ho had no
complaint to make in reference to the
St. Vincent de Paul Peaitentiary
contract for wood, which had been

given to friends of the Administration.

lion. Mr. MACKENZIE said the
contract was given out by a political
friend of the late Administration.

Mr. MASSON said that gentleman
had no doubt changed his political
principles lately. When gentlemen
from the Lower Provinces and the
Province of Quebec and members of
the Crown changed rounai, it would not
be surprising that the Warden of a
Penitentiary should allow bis political
opinions to change. It had been proved
that the Warden of the Penitentiary had
awarded the contract upon the urgent
representations of the bon. gent's
political friends. Mr. Masson here
read extracts from the report of the
Committee which inquired into the
matter, and said that at one of the meet-
ings of that Committee the hon. member
for Chateauguay asked if it was not the
custom of the late Government to give
give contracts to their political
friends ? To this inquiry the wit-
ness replied that they invariably

gave the contract to the lowest
tenderer. lie next stated that under
the late Administration the Govern-
ment had always given the contracts
for supplies for the Government
institutions to the lowest tenderers, and
he could prove by the record that in
the majority of cases the contracts were
given to Reformers.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, as the
hon. gentleman bad referred to this
matter, he thought he should have
gone a little further and referred to
the enquiry which was made respect-
ing the purchase of a quarry at St.
Vincent de Paul.

Mr. MASSON-It is not in point.

Mr. DESJARDINS.

Mr. HOLTON said it was perfectly
in point, and be called upon the hon.
gentleman to read that report. With
regnard to the wood contract, the
Warden stated emphatically that he
regarded the party who had made the
lowest tender as not qualified to fulfil
the contract, but it had been
awarded. to one who had put in: a
higher tender, on bis accepting it at
the figure of the lowest tender. The

public had suffered no wrong, and the
Varden who had awarded the contract

was. when in this House, a supporter
of the former Administration, and had
been appointed to bis present position
by the right hon. gentleman him-
self. As the hon. member for
Terrebonne would not read the
report in regard to the quarry pur-
chased, be would do so limself.
The sub-Committee examined Mr. F.
X. Auclair, the proprietor of the fairm
on which the quarry was situated. and
other witnesses. The report w as
follows:-

" It appears from the evidence that the
quarry in question was offered to the Govern-
ment by its original propriètor late in Novem-
ber 1872, for the sum of $9,000 ; that no answer
to this offer was received ; that early in the
following month of December Mr. E H. Lemay
purchased the quarry from Auclair for the sum
of $9,000; that later in the same month of De-
cember, valuators were appointed by the Gov-
ernment or by the Directors of Penitentiaries,
under instructions from the Minister of Justice,
to report on the value of the quarry, which
was variously estimated at $29,750, and at
$25,750; that the quarry was offered by Lemay
to the Government for $18,000, at which price
it appears to have been finally accepted by the
Government in the month of January 1873,
and a vote for the money was obtained at the
next Session of Parliament; that Mr. C. A.
Dansereau, chief editor and co-proprietor cf
La Minerve, a jgurnal established in Montreal,
took an active part in the negotiation of the
Lemay, sale of the quarry to the Government by
and in consideration of lis supposed influence,
or the influence of his firm and journal, he was to
receive individually, according to Lemav's
evidence-but for his firm according to his
(Dansereau's) own evidence-one-sixth part of
the profits arising from the transaction; that
over and ahove one-sixth share of the profits so
stipulated for, Dansereau demanded of Lemay
the sum of $2,000 for an election fund, which
he (Dansereau) says Lemay had previously
agreed to pay, and that this demand was made
pending the election in the County of Laval,
in October 1873, and the money was intended
to be used in connection with these elections,
but it does not appear that Lemay ever paid
this sum of $2.000 or any portion thereof. It
seems to be established beyond dispute or
doubt that double the sum was paid for the
quarry that it was offered or might have been
purchased for; that the sale by Lemay was
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effected through the influence of Dansereau
with the Government, and that a considerable
portion of the sum paid for the quarry in
excess of the price at which it was offered to
the Goverument by Auclair was intended to
be used in the promotion of elections in the
interest of the political party then supporting
the Government.'

ie (Mr. Holton) did not intend to
go any further into this matter than
to call attention to the facts connected
with it.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN wished to
know why the hon. niember tried to
connect his (Mr. Langevin's) name
with this transaction.

Hon. Mr. IOLTON said it was
because reference was made to the
hon. gentleman iii the evidence.

Hon. Mr. LANGE[VIN said there
was malice in the lion. gentleman's
attempt to represent him as being
implicated in the matter. It was not
in accordance with the evidence to say
the quarry was offered to the Govern-
ment for $9,000. It never was com-
municated to them, and that fact
changed the appearance of the matter
'altogether. The Government having
been ignorant of any such offer, the
course they pursued was perfectly
right. If they had known it could be
bought for $9,000 they certainly would
not have paid more for it. Experts
were appointed to value the property,
and the matter was regu!arly brought
before Parliament. But this trans-
action had nothing to do with the
question bef4re the chair, and he
hoped the Hlouse would not be diverted
from it by the lion. gentleman.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON quoted from
the evidence o Messrs. Moylan and
Lemay to show that reference was
made to the Hon. Mr. Langevin by
them.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said this was
brought up as a screen to the other
matter. When lie, a short time before,
had brought to the notice of the Pre-
mier the fact that money had been
squandered on public works où the

Lower St. Lawrence, instead of imput-
ing wrong motives to the Government,
he merely directed attention to it.
The Premier had thauked him for the
manner in which it was referred to.

lie (Mr. Langevin) had been a Minis-
ter of the Crown himself.and he treated

hon. gentleman opposite as he desired
to be treated himself.

Mr. DESJARDINS said the hon.
member for Chateauguay b a a i empted
to justify one wrong by another.

The matter then dropped.

RAILWAY LANDS IN VANCOUYER ISLAND.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked :-Do the
Government intend to surrender to
British Coluinbia the belt of land re-
served for Railway purposes on Van-
couver Island, or do they intend to
perfect their title and offer the same
for sale in confrniity with the Domin-
ion Lands Acts ?

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-We do
not pretend to have any claim to the
land.

THE DEBT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked :-IDo the
Government intend to carry out the
agreement made in 1873 by and be-
tween the Province of British Column-
bia and the Dominion of Canada, res-
pecting the advance by the latter to
the former, of the difference betweein
the actual and allowed debt of the said
Province at the date of Union ? And
why did the Government refuse to
carry out the said agreement in 1875 ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-Tlie
agreement made by the Government
is defined very clearly in the Act of
Parliament of 1874, for regulating the
advances to all the Provinces. As to
the second Branch of the hon. gentle-
man's question, the sum of $189,000
was advanced to the Province of
British Columbia, but it was not con-
sidered expedient to advance any
furtber sum.

FISHERLES ON THE ST. LAWRENCE.

Mr. POULIOT moved an Address
to Iis Excelleicy the Governor Geri-
eral for a staternent of the fishingt
licenses granted since Confederation
for setting up fisheries on the beach of
the St. Lawrence in front ofthe parishes
of Notre Done du Portage, River du
Loup and Cacouna, shewing :-lsl.
The names of the persons to whou
licenses were granted, together witi
the amount paid fo>r each such license.
2nd. The ainount of fines and penalties
paid for infractious of the law ui set
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ting up such fisheries, with the names
of the persons who paid such penalties
and the amount paid by each of them.
-Carried.

THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved an
Address to His Excellency the G-over-
nor General for copies of all corres-
pondence between the Government
and the Lieutenant Governors of the
different Provinces regarding the re-
lative jurisdiction of the Dominion and
Provincial Parliaments over the manu-
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors;
together with all decisions of the
Courts in the different Provinces bear-
ing upon this matter. le said it was
within the knowledge of every mem-
ber of the House that the question of a
Prohibitory Liquor Law had been for
the last two or three years spoken of
everywhere as one of great importance.
Statistics had been laid before the
House from foreign countries bear-
bearing on the liquor traffic. In corm-
ing down, however, to legislation, the
advocates of prohibition had encoun-
tered difficulties of a nature to which
he proposed to call attention. It was
not -within their power, until the
establishment ofthe Supreme Court, to
settle the question of jurisdiction.
Owing to the peculiar nature ot our Con-
stitution the powers of the Dominion
Parliament and LocalLegisi atures were
so stated that it was impossible to say
whether this House could pass a pro-
hibitory liquor law or not. This ques-
tion had been before the Courts in New
Brunswick, where the power of the
Provincial Legislature was decided by
Mr. Justice Ritchie in the following
words:

" To the Dominion Parliament of Canada is
given the power to legislate exclusively on
' the regulation of trade and commerce' and
the power of ' raising money by any mode or
system of taxation.' The regulation of trade
and commerce must involve full power over
the matter to be regulated, and must neces-
sarily exclude the interference of all other
bodies that would attempt to intermeddle
with the same thing. The power thus given
to the Dominion Parliament is general, with-
out limitation or restriction, and therefore
must include traflic in articles of merchandize,
not only in connection with foreign countries,
but also that which is internal between differ.
ent Provinces of the Dominion as well as that
which is carried on withip the limits of an
individual Province. As a matter of trad,

Mr. POULIOT.

and commerce, the right to sell is inseparably
connected with the law permitting importa-
tation. If, then, the Dominion Parliament
authorize the importation of any article of
merchandize into the Dominion, and places
no restriction on its being dealt witti in the
due course of trade and commerce, or on its
consumption, but exacts and receives duties
En such importation, it would be in di-
rect conflict with such legislation and with
the right to raise money by any mode or
system of taxation, if the Local Legislature of
the Province into which the article was so
legally imported, and on which a revenue was
sought to be raised, could so legislate as to
prohib t its being bought or sold, and to pre-
vent trade or traffic th rein, and thus destroy
its commercial value, and with it all trade
and commerce in the article so prohibited,
thus rendering it practically valueless as an
article of commerce from which a revenue
could be levied."

According to the opinion given by
Mr. Justice Ritchie, it would appear
with the Dominion Parliament rested
the jurisdiction wholly. ln a case
tried in Ontario a different opinion
seemed to be expressed by one of
the judges. This was a case in which
the power of the Local Legislature to
pass such a law was decided. Chief
Justice Richards made the following
remarks :-

" We think, looking at the legislation by
the Province of Ontario as applicable to the
giving the powcrs of limiting the number of
taverns in a municipality or prohibiting the
sale by retail of spirituous liquors by shop-
keepers in such municipality, that this is a
power which nay be properly exercised by
the Local Legislature as a matter chiefly of
policy, of a merely local and private nature,
when it does not interfere with the sale of
imported or manutactured liquors otherwise
thau as by retaivl"

In their efforts to secure legislation
with a view to finrally prohibit the
liquor traffic, the advocates of prohibi-
tion were met with the conflicting
opinions of two learned Judges. In
view of these facts, and in view also of
the fàct that by one clause of the Su-
preme Court Act, the poweris adnitted
by the Government of referring cases
of doubtful jurisdiction to that Court,
it was thought desirable, in order to
prepare the way to further action, to
ascertain whether this Dominion Par-
liament or the Local Legislatures could
prohibit the manufacture and sale of
intoxicating liquors. That clause of
the Supreme Court Act was as follows:

"It shall be lawful for the Governor in
Coicil to refer to the Supreme Court for
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hearing or consideration, any matter whatso-
ever, as he may think fit ; and the Court shall
thereupon hear and consider the same and

-certify their opinion thereon to the Governor
in Council."

It would be universally admitted. so,
far as the importation of intoxicating
liquors was concerned, this House alone
had jurisdiction, but in the matter of
the manufacture and sale the conflicting
opinions of the two judges justified
them in seeking for the decision of the
Supreme Court. It might be said in
taking this course, the advocates of'
prohibition were abandoning the
ground they had taken. 11e contended
they had not. They had always insisted
that the liquor traffic, like others,
was capable of being regulated by law,
although it was surrounded by many
difficulties. They thought the power
of the law on behalf of temperance and
sobriety was sufficiently important to
justify them carrying on this agitation
to accomplish the object they had in
view. Every right-thinking man
would agree with him, that if this
question belonged of right to this
Parliament, they should know it as
early as possible, but if it was not
within their power to prohibit the
manufacture and sale of intoxicating
liquor, they should know this also, in
order that the time and attention
of hon. members might not be
occupied with the discussion of
subjects beyond their jurisdiction.
In moving the resolution, he hoped
that hon. members would consider
that he proposed taking the proper
course, preparing the way step by step
for the legislation which they and so
many in this country considered to be
iadvisable, and which he thought hon.
members would sustain the very mo-
ment they felt the country was ready for
the inauguration of a prohibitory liquor
law. Without further remark lie begged
to move the resolution.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE was not aware
that any correspondence on this sub-
ject existed, and of course over the
decision of the courts they liad no con-
control. Stops however would be taken
to procure reports of such decisions as
could be ascertained to have been pro-
nounced. As far as this was concerned,
the Government had no objection to the
motion ; but with reference to the sug-
gestion thrown out, and which be beg-

soi

ged pardon for supposing was the prin-
cipal object of the motion, he had to
point out that it was a very serious
question indeed to propose to utilize
for the purpose which the hon. gentle-
man mentioned the power by which the
law enabled the Governor in Council
to refer matters to the Suprerne Court
for consideration. This was an Ap-
pelate Court, formed for the purpose
of determining the correctness or in-
accuracy of the decisions of the various
provincial tribunals and that class of
cases which might be brought be-
fore those tribunals for adjudication,
and which miglit afterwards corne .be-
fore it in the proper and normal dis-
charge of its functions as a Court of
Justice. It was obvious that it would
be a serious matter, in the performance
of these duties, foi- it to give a pre-
liminary opinion under this exception-
al power, without all the advantages,
and witlout those aids to arriving at
a correct conclusion, to be found in lie
presentation of a case-narrowed, if
you will, but also made more cleai-
by the ordinary forms in which -ases
were presented to the courts, bot h as
to issue and as to argument; also by
the proeess ofdecision and of judgmen t
in the inferior courts; and lastly made
more clear by the argument in the
court above. Al] ou- notions of the
dispositions of our riglits before tie
courts, were based - and rightly
iii his opinion - on the theory
that even the most learned and most
intelligent of judges would but very
imperfectly dischagu-e their duty if
unaided by the reflections of counsel
on either side. No one, or few at
least, would be willing, ho fancied, in
important and delicate matters, to
entrust their interests into the hands
of a judge for his decision, on the bare
statement of the case, without taking
care to present an argument; and yet
he knew of no means by which, in the
exercise of this peculiar power invested
in the Governor in Council, they would
be able to have an efficient argument be-
fore the Judges of the Supreme Court,
and present all sides of an important
question like this, so as to be sure of a
judgment afLer a full discussion of the
matters at issue. There was anothei
strong objection to submit, as a general
rule, to such reference to the Supreme
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Court. A similar Court was estab-
lished at a period almost coeval with
the establishment of the Constitution
of the United States; and the princi-
ple had there been jealously pre-
served, that constitutional questions of
this description ought to be adjudged
of by the Court only on the presenta-
tion of a particular cause between
parties. Indeed there is no power,
and he believed that there should be
none, to dispose of a question on the
submission of a general case, as now
proposed. This point had been con-
sidered on more than one occasion. It
was presented the other day with refer-
once to a provision in a Bill, when he
gave his opinion as to its inconvenience,
He observed that the other branch of
the Legislature had come to a resolu-
tion in that sense on the subject; and
he believed that it was this day
presented with regard to another im-
portant question. He had ventured to
observe, although he did not say,
that a circumstance might not arise in
which it might be useful to avail
themselves of this power with respect
to such questions as might come before
courts of law, that the precedent set
them in connection with the United
States' Court, and also invariably, or
almost invariably observed with refer-
once to the Judicial Committee-and
it was a wholesome precedent, only
departed from on pressing emergen-
cies-that in all cases in which a
matter could come judicially before the
Supreme Court, it ought to be repre-
sented to come before it judicially, and
not in any other way and should be fol-
lowed faithfully in this country. With
regard to this class of cases, there could
be no difficulty about their coming be-
fore the Court judicially; they could be
raised in reference to any Acts
of a Local Legislature-as had
been done before local Courts. This
question had so been raised in New
Brunswick and Ontario, as bis hon.
friend had said; and he had some
reason to believe that an appeal would
be taken from one of these decisions.
At any rate, if this were not proposed,
nothing would be easier than to find a
case in which an attempt could be
nade to quash a municipal by-law;
or the object could be effected in
some other way with the view

Hon. Mr. BLAKE.

of testing the validity of the
local law involving this constitutional
point. He would venture to suggest
that his hon. friend, and those who
were similarly interested in this sub-
ject, should see that use was made of
the ordinary methods for bringing this
question before the Supreme Court ;
and he thought the louse would
agree with him in the opinicn that
they ought to hesitate before they pro-
posed to bring it in this extraordinary
and necessarily perfunctory manner-
before the consideration of that Court.

The motion was agreed to.

MR. RocHEsTER's CLAIM.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) moved
for the appointment of a Committee to
enquire into a claim made by George
Rochester and which had been consider-
ed by the Dominion arbitrators, before
whom a considerable amount ofevidence
taken. The claim he explained arose was
from the loss of timber belonging to
Mr. Rochester owing to the breakage
of a boom at Arnprior in the year 1871.
The booms there were owned and
under the charge of an officer appoint-
ed by the Government. It was quit e
true that it would be hard in all cases
to make the Government responsible
for damages occasioned owing to ex-
ceptionally bigh water, or other extra-
ordinary causes. He would show that
on this particular occasion, the person
who had charge of the booms had ne-
glected his duty; this was clearly
shown in the evidence. The lon. Jas.
Skead was one of the witnesses and ho
quoted from that gentleman's evidence,
as well as from the evidence of several
other witnesses, to show that the
officer in charge had been warned that
the boom was likely to give way. One
of the Arbitrators had, however, fa-
voured Mr. Rochester, and seemed to
feel that a very considerable injustice
had been done this gentleman.
He asked the House to consider
whether or not this had been the
case, and whether the neglect was wilful
or otherwise; he thought thatunder the
circumstances a Committee should be
appointed. It was true that the evi-
dence might imply that an injustice
had been wilfully done to this indi-
vidual, but he made no such charge,
let the inference be what it might.

aîm.(COMMONS.]
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The fact was-as every right-minded
person would admit-the decision
-was certainly extraordinary; and if
it were proved that the decision should
have been different, he thought that
justice should at any rate be done to
persons who deserved it. He moved that
the Committee be composed of Messrs.
Galbraith, White (Renfrew), Wright
(Pontiac), Archibald and the mover.

Mr. ROCHESTER supported the
resolution. Some five or six mdi-
viduals were directly interested in the
matter. From what he knew and had
seen, he thougiht ttat a Committee
should be appointed; and if owing to
the fact that the Session was on the
point of closing, this request was not
granted, ho trusted that the Govern-
ment would take this matter into con-
sideration and ascertain whether justice
had been done. The Government bad
an officer at Arnprior to take charge
of the booms and slides and see that
they were kept in proper repair; and
from the evidence it would be seen that
this official had not performn ed his duty
on this occasion. This officer had
been repeatedly warned that the boom
would break. and also that the east
wind - which had been blowing at
the tine for some days-had kept
the logs of lumber so close to the
had of the boom, that the timber
could not be got away. He was told
not to ]et down any more and, as far
as the evidence went and they knew,
this person paid a deaf car to all these
warnings. Further, he left the place
and came to Ottawa, where he remain-
ed for two davs before, and two or
threce days after the breaking of the
boom, to which occurrence he paid
little heed. He (Mr. Rochester)
fancied that. if the circumstances had
been different, the award ofthe arbitra-
tors would not have been what it was.
An election was in progress in the
County, and the Chairman of the Board
had repeatedly expressed hiiself
strongly in favour of the Conservative
candidate, Mr. O'Rielly. He did not
hesitate to say that the Chairman had
acted in a very partisan manner on
that occasion, and political feeling
was apparent throughout the entire
proceedings.

Five or six of the persons examined

before the Arbitrators were frien Is of
the present iember for South Renfeew,
and he had no hesitation in saying
not only from what lie had read of the
evidence, but what ho saw himself,
it was turned into a political atlair,
and that was the consequence of the
award being given as it was. The
amount that was clai med was not mach,
and from what he could learn the
claimants asked simply for what they
had lost. Their losses direct and in-
direct would amount to $14,000,
whereas they had only claimed $7,000.
He did not sec that there would bo
any necessity for appointing a Commit-
tee at this late period of the Session,
but he trusted the Government would
look into the matter, and they would
find that right and justice had not been
done to these people. He regarded
it as the duty of the Government to
see that justice was done them.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said this
was a motion to obtain a select Com-
mittee for the purpose of reviewing the
judicial decision of one of the bodies
created by Parliament to adjudicate on
certain matters. He explained that
this question was submitted to the Do-
minion arbitrators some years ago,
they rendered an adverse verdict, and
as he was desirous of having justice
donc in this matter it was recommitted
to the arbitrators, there being a change
in the meantime in the Board. The
arbitrators agrain came to the same
decision and refused to reverse
the verdict, the Chairman dissent-
ing from the award. To ask
for the appointment of the Com-
mittee under these circumstances
was what they coald scarcely assent
to. If it were to become a practice in
this House that a judicial decision
shouid be referred to a Committee of
Parliament with a view to its reversal
or with a view to sustain it, such
decisions in themselves would become
a farce. While ho had given every
opportunity of justice being done, it
was quite impossible that they eould
go any further in the matter. If there
had been an injustice done, he regretted
it very much, but there must be some
mode of obtaining a settlement in such
cases, and that mode of settlement hav-
ing been resorted to, these cases could
not be brought to Parliament, merely
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because parties were dissatisfied with
the decision.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
that as it was so late in the Session
they would only be able to make a par-
tial investigation if a Committee were
appointed, and, therefore, lie would not
feel justified in going into the matter
now. However, he did not think the
parties had had justice dealt out to
them, whether intentionally or other-
wise, by the arbitrators. With regard
to the statement of the Premier that
under no possible circumstances might
they review a decision of the official
arbitrators, lie hoped that between this
and the next meeting of the House
the Government should have reason,
on proper representation, to change
the view they had taken on this sub-
ject.

The motion was withdrawn.

THE AGRICULTURAL INTEREST.

Mr. ORTON begged to move the
adjournment of the House in order to
place on record a very important
matter in connection with the agri-
cultural interests of the country.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON called attention
to the fact that the hour for private
business had expired.

Mr. MASSON said the hour for
private business had passed ten minutes,
and that a motion for adjournment
was always in order.

Mr. SPEAKER-I have not called
the hon. gentleman to order.

Mr. ORTON, in proceeding, said he
desired to call attention to the action
taken by the Agricultural Committee.
He found by the report of that Com-
mittee that an immense amount of
testimony had been given by gentle-
men, both from Ontario and Quebec,
and some from Nova Scotia, setting
forth the views of the leading men
in those Provinces, in regard to the
agricultural interests of Canada. The
Printing Committee had seen fit to
decline publishing that evidence,which
lie thought was very weighty, coming
as it did from the presidents and other
officials of agricultural societies, or
from leading members of the grange
associations of the country. There
was also the evidence of the leading
millers of the country, and the reeves
of Township Councils, together with
the views of large meetings of farmers,
called for the purpose of answering
questions which had been promulgated
with a view to eliciting information
necessary for the Committee to become
possessed of. He would endeavour to
give to the House a digest of that
evidence.

Mr. YOUNG rose to a point of
order. The hon gentleman was not
speaking to the motion of adjournment,
and he would ask if this was the pro-
per time to discuss that report.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the hon.
gentleman had not up to that point
transgressed the rules of order.

Mr. ORTON then read the follow-
ing summary of the evidence to which
previous reference has been made:-

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

Interest.(COMMONS.]



The Agricultural [ApRiL 10, 1876.] Interest.

lsuruxv-
lon Iuânqý 1 -- . - 1-

JO @JuýjnD
JO

eV

"Mid

JO GJnIjBý aisin0aus log

qS.IWOO JO aDT.Idlemol
IGGIJ U.IOC) âulýllmpv Joj

4SUICY

put 113alqm no jjilvl
.11ýUIUIIJDSI laind jojP 1- -

m
4SU1132,v 

1
-PUOR ni Pillig

-ývaqm uo XýnR .10j

uo zp(j joj

ni oâuvr[o OX

- SIZ)npojdluiullnal.12V .10j
iv'L ni ;I!DoidiDell 101

-ISUIIXV
-UIH ýU"à.Aajd oý's;mnj

-Dl3jUUIBYZ G213MODUS -Joj

1SUICV

moij Ujoa UoXýu(j
joj OD CD

-Snvl si P91luil 
1SUI732 V

suilsio i)SI'600 UoXýu« 00 : CD 00
-Joj OD :

cq
ýsUm2v.4a3[ivR OIUOH 110 siquiiug ý)«&12 04 00

lod

1SUI132-fPUB s.IýamJ'ej
1poct saintui ino1j
JO UOI v4jodm1 Daidi joj 00

CD cli cq

Uo JO
Jodl

S0

C?



[COMMONS.]

He wished to read some of the names
of those who hadl given testimony upon
this important question, and he thoughbt
it would be conceded that the evidence
of these gentlemen was quite as weighty
as the evidence taken orally before th:t
Committee. which consisted chiefly of
the evidenee of'Memlers of Parliarnent,
and only t wo outside the H!ouse from
any distance were surmmoned. One
was the Master of the Dominion
Grange, and the other the President
of the Agricultural Society of Essex.
The names ivere as follows:-

John Shapmnan, County and Township of
Leeds, Gananoque Station; Joshua Legge, Jr.,
Leeds and Landsdowne, County of Leeds ; S.
Stanley Howell: Robert Garbutt, President
Ea4 Hastings A. S.; John Fuller; John A.
Kirk, Secretary-Treasurer, Glenelg A. S.
SamuAl Wilnot, Bownanville D.A.S.; Henry
Collins, le ve of North Monahan ; John
Walton, Peterboro' ; Thomas Tellford, Town-
ship Clerk, Ennismore; W. S. Sutherland,
Glenalan, farm'r and miller ; Thos. Harrison,
Presid nt of Hope A. S. : Matthew G-.
Miller, Deputy Reeve of Minto; William
Beaty, Township of landsdowne, Leeds, S. R.,
Ontario. W. Stewart, Warden, County of
Richmond: .J.P. Stockwell. Mayor of Danvi 'le,
County of Richmond, Quebec. J. H. Rankin ;
Thomas Lampon, Emily; John H. Bail,
Niagara; J. Thos. Murphy,SimcoeN R.,N.A.S ;
Jas. Cumming; J. M. Tyson & Co., Clarks-
burg, Grey P.O.; Wm. Gibson, Garafraxa,
County of Wellington; N. C. Ford; J. S.
Thompson, Brantford, Ontario Andrew Ray,
President Shefford, A.S., Quebec. David Pl ws,
miller, Brantford; Joseph Harris, farmer,
Township of Hope; Wm. Jamieson, Town,
ship of Horton, HR nfrew; Samuel Woolner,
President, Garafraxa A.S., No. 2 and six others;
Hugh Roberts, Reeve, Township of Pilkington;
J. P. Stitson, Ontario ; James Cross, Reeve of
Peel, County of Wellington and four others;
H. Underhill, Brant; John McRuar, South
Dumfries, County of North Brant; Thomas
Thompson, President South Victoria A. S. ;
Robert Shearer, farmer, Niagara; John .S.
Heaslip, Reeve, Township of Gainsborough,
County of Monck: Alexander Lattimor-,
Deputy Reeve, Township of Wainfleet; Francis
Cassidy, Garafraxa, Centre Wellington, Pre-
sident A.R ; Andrews and Bros., mer'hants,
millers, Thornbury, County of Grey; Donald
Douglass, Warkworth, Countv of Northumber
land; John Currie, President A. S., N. R.,
County of Perth ; John Challen, Townsend,
County of Norfolk; Wm. Leslie, Puslinch
P.O. ; Robert Crrie, East Wawanosh,Wenham
P.O.; John T.ylor, Jr, Clerk and Treasurer,
CQporatimn of Brockville; James Wilkon,
Fergus; James Laidlaw, Guelph; Henry W.
Mabee, Treasurer of Township of Charlotte-
ville A S ; Wi*lipm Dawson, Treasurer, A. S.
of South Norf lk; C. Edwin Cresswell,
Edmundville P.0; James Braithwaite, Hullet,

Mr. ORTON.

Interest.

County of Huron ; C. Kunrtson, Vic -Pre-
sident, E.B.A.S., Emily, County of Victoria;
J. Jeffe Dubbin, Deputy Reeve, West Gara-
fraxa, S.T., A.S. ; John Pearson, Sebringville,
County of Parth; Nathan Chwab, Ontario.
P. Power, M. P., Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Moses J.Ormstead, ex-Pres dent South Went-
worth A. S. ; William Pindale, farmer, ex-
President Centre Wellington A. S V. Pt.
Township Nichol ; Lo al Committee of
Association, County Lincoln, Township
Grimsby; R. S. Stephenson, Secretary-
Treasurer, Ancaster A. S. ; J. M. McDermott,
Palmerston Co, Perth; James Goldie, Guelph,
President Millers' Association of Ontario ;
Joseph Mumby, Reeve, Township of Moulton;
P. R. Randall; Andrew Milson, Maitland, Co.
Grenville, ex.President of A. S., Ontario.
H. G. Joly, M.P.P, Province of Quebec. John
Shaw, Port Ryan ; Morris C. L. Kitchen ;
Richard Gadden, Vice.President, Maldenet,
Anderson TownsIip, County of Essex ; Wm.
Lukes, P., Newmar- et, County of York ; Ro.
land Gregory, Secretary Grange No. 82, St.
Catharines ; Alex. McLaren, Grange Depot
No. 149, Chatham P.O. ; Jas. Tufe, Secretary
of Lumly Grang No. 215 : Edward Lee, G.
T. 0., Township Wainflcet, County of Monck ;
Thomas Graham, Township Nepean, County
ot Carleton, Ontario. D. F. Davis, Aylmer,
County of Elgin, Ontario. William McCain,
Reeve of Gosfield; Henry Botsford, Amherst-
burg; G. Morse, Leamington; J Misler, Co.
of Wellington; Ashfasny, Port Hope ; Pierre
Tremblay, Tilbury, West Essex; John B.
Carpenter, Simcoe; S. Wad', Master Grange
Division, County of Elgin; J. H. Broadfoot,
D. Reeve, Nichol : H. Audrson, Clerk, Town-
ship of Westminster; lames Patton, President
of A. S. of S. Bruce; Richard Rivers, M. G.
T. 0., Walkerton, County of Bruce; William
McEnery, farmer, G. Depot, R':eve, County of
Halton; John Warren, First Depot, Reeve,
County of Halton ; John Waldie, County of
Halton, Township of Wilson; John Beatie,
County Clerk, County of Wellington; John
Darby, Secretary, Division Grange No. 20,
County of Simcoe ; James Miller, County of
Peterboro', Ontario. John Burwash, President
A. S., Quebec. W. H. Leech, Bluevale P.O.,
of Elgin Division Grange ; William Stod,
dart, President South Simcoe A. S., On-
County of Huron; M. Sweetman, Township
of Howick; Johel Robinson, Deputy of County
tario. Leander Rand, Cornwallis, Kings Co.;
J. A. Pe:erson, Aylesford, Nova Scotia. John
Fletcher, Vic~.-President of Brunel A. S.,
Township of Essa, County of Simcoe; Arch.
Rankin, Lanark Agricultural Society, Secre-
tary; Thomas Duff, Cookstown, Master Grange
No. 89; Robert Gordon, ex-Reeve of Arthur,
North Wellington; Michael C. O'Donnell,
Deputy Reeve; Jas. Manning, Master Grange
No. 37, Tecumseth, County Simcoe, Ontario.
George Clavers, Missisquoi, President of A. S.,
Quebec. Thomas Kelly, PresidentEast Grey
A. S. ; Richard Blain, Dickson Mills, Galt;
Albert Rawling, Lambton; J. S. Brow, mer-
chant miller, Meaford; Wiiliam Windatt,
Reeve of Darlington; Daniel Dyer; M.
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ýBallantyne, President S. Perth A. S.; John
Hallenger, President Arthur A. S.; Tom

-Coveney, Secretary A. S., Township of Logan,
County of Perth ; Henry Graves,Vice-President
Innisfil Branch A. S., N. Simcoe, Ontario.
Hugh Daly, J.P., Kildare, County of Joliette,
Quebec. John Kain, Reeve, Howick, from a
public meeting held in Gorrie; J. Bt. Ruther-
ford, Reeve, ou behalf of his neighbourhood,
N. Perth; Henry Middleton, Grange room,
Orana ; John VanHorn, President County of
Kent A S. ; Edward McCallum, Duart, County
of Bothwell ; David Wilson, County of Kent
A. S.; J. S. Jarvis, farmer, Township of
Stewart, County of Kent; Robert Lowe, prac-
tical miller and dealer in grain, Chatham;
Framan A. Society, Township of Mara, N. R.
County of Ontario ; James Graham, President
Branch Port Perry and Scugog A. S. ; John
B. Leasby, President Uxbridge T. P. A. S.;
Charles March ; G. J. Miller, farmer, Niagara;
John Tolmie, Secretary of Bruce Grange
William Lees, owner of Fallbrook Mills
Township of Bathurst, County of Lanark;
Robeit Cleland, Reeve of Elora, County of
Perth; John Ross, A. S. C. C.; William and
J. Spink, Duffin's Creek, South Ontario; C. R.
Mallony, President HI. K. ; Platt Henman,
Grafton ; Walter Riddell, Cobourg, Ontario.
H. Davenport, Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova
Scotia. M. Sinclair, Secretary Thames Grange,
St. Mary's, Ontario.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.-(FRENCH.)

Antoine Paiment, Comté de Terrebonne;
J. H. Lecourt, prêtre, Directeur des Fermes
du Petit Séminaire de St-. Thérèse; Felix
Gouin, Président de la Société d'Agriculture,
Comté d'Yam iska; S. Bertrand, St. Mathias.
Louis Lévesque, Ste. Mélanie de D'aillebout.
Le Maire de St. Ambroise, Comté de Joliette;
Etienne T. Pâquet, M. P. P., St. Nicholas,
Comté de Lévis; Louis Pelland, Président de
la Soclété d'Agriculture, Comté de Berthier;
P. E. Dostaler, C.L. ; J. Bte. Dupuis; Louis
Lévesque, Président de la Société d'Agricul-
ture d Joliette; L. R. Bellerose, J.P., Comté'
de Joliette; Le Maire de St. Félix de Valois.
Isaac Barrette, Ste. Elizabeth; E. J. Guilbault'
Manufacturier et Maire de la Ville de Joliette.
Joseph Moreau, St. Aubert, Maire de Rich-
mond et plusieurs autres ; S. Tassé, prêtre,
Ste. Scholastique, Comté des Deux Montagnes ;
J. N. A. Archambault, Président de la Soiété
d'Agriculture No. 1, Comté de Verchères; J.
N. Messier, Rougemont, Comté de Rouville -
M. G. Hardv, Grondines; Joseph Picard, Cul-'
tivateur; J. E le Bilodeau; Ferdina Savary,
St. Raymond, Comté Portneuf; Thomas Roy,
Président de la Société d'Agriculture, Comté
de St. Jean; Joseph Massicotte, Champlain;
A. Archambault, et autres.

Aniong the replies was the following
from Mr. Joly :-

" QUEBEO, 24th March, 1876.

' G. T. Orton, M.P., Chairman Agr'l. Com.
" My DEAR DOcToR,-I only received to-day

a printed form of questions from your Com-

mittee, in the labours of which I take a deep
interest, and hasten to send you my answers.
I am afraid they are rather lengthy, but I
must acknowledge that I feel some satisfac-
tion in being allowed to give my views on the
subject, however little weight they may carry.

" It is a sort of a protest against the accusa-
tion of inconsistency which has been brought
against me during this Session in the House
of Commons and in the Press, for having given
up the main plank cf the platform of our
Parti National. We claimed, above all things,
a National Commercial Policy. My friends
haye been twitted with having given it up,
and 1 was brought in as the leader of the
Parti National, but I have not given it up.

" If I remem ber correctly, yot helped me in
1873 to obtain the exemption of duty for the
beet-root sugar manufacture, and I hope you
will approve my views on the subject.

"I remain, my dear Doctor,
"Yours sincerely,

I H. G. JOLY."

-Mr. Joly's replies were as follows:-
Is it in the interest of the Dominion that

we should continue to admit American
produce free, while Canadian produce exported
over the border has so heavy a tax levied on
it ?

A.-No, it is against the interest of Canada.
I humbly think we should not admit anything
fred of duty except the raw material required
for our manufactures.

What duties, if any, would you impose on
flour and various grains and other foreign
farm products ; or what guiding rule as to
such impositions of duties would you advise ?

A.-I would respectfully recommend to lay
aside all abstract theories and to adopt no
other rule but that of our own interest.

What effect has free admission of Indian
corn on price of coarse grains in your section
of country ?

A.-We are not much affecte I in our part
of the country, because unfortuniately we do
not produce much more than what is required
to supply our own wants ; but it appears to
me that wherever the farmer produces more
than he required for his own use, and hîs a
surplus for sale, he must suffer by the
comapetition. It is true the purchasers, among
whon the manufacturers and the workmen
ought to count for a very large proportion,
may buy a little cheaper than the farmer, but
as a natural consequene, they will have to
sell their goods cheaper to the farmer, whose
purchasing powers are diminished. It is not
by cheapening everything we can tope to
attain national wealth. The dearer we pay,
the better for us, provided our paying power
keeps pace with the increase of price. Ask a
workman which of the two lie prefers-flour
at $4.50 a barrel and no work or flour at $6.
and plenty of work. Farming and industry
are a good strong team when thvy are driven
together. Divide them and you have a one
horse concern or rather two that will not do
anything like the.work of a good strong double
team.
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Do you advise legislation with a view to
establishing and promoting in Canada, the
cultivation of sugar beet, and the manufacture
of sugar therefrom ; also cultivation of tobac-
co and fiax? And what legislation would
best conduce to the end in view?

A.-The House of Commons in 1873 ex-
pressed itself in favour of exemption from
duties for a certain number of years of the
beet-root sugar manufactured in Canada. I
think nothing could be more efficacious for
promoting that industry. True that, so far,
it has not taken root in the country, but
strenuous efforts are made to introduce it.
The difficulties are great, greater even than
in Francu, Beigium and Germany, but I trust
they will be overcome, and rely especially on
that exemption from duties as the greatest
encouragemernt that can be given. Asregards
tobacco the tax on Canadian grown tobacco
yields iut a very small revenue while it hin-
ders the cultivation. It ought to be abolished
and the tax on imported tobacco increased.
We can produce very good tobacco in Canad 1.
I see no reason why ours should be inferior
to the Connecticut or Kentucky. All we want
is experience, which can only be acquired by
practice, and no one will grow tobacco on a
large scale with the present tax.

As for flax its cultivation will never be
profilable without linen factories, and those
who have a practical knowledge of the subject
know how difficult it is to work profitably a
linen factory in Canada under present circum-
stanc s.

Do many of the sons and daughters of
farmers in your locality, whose taste or physi-
cal eapacity 1- ad them to desire other employ-
ment than farming, seek employment in the
United States ? If so, what remedy would
you advise?

A .- A great number of people leave our
part of the country every year for the factories
in the States, and will continue to do so as
long as we cannot give them wori. Of course
o ir market is too limited to employ them all;
but, limited as it is, we could employ a good
many more than we do if we kept our market
to ourselves, which we ought to do, since the
United States refuse to open their market to us.

Does the free importation of American
flour, with ut reciprocity, put you at a dis-
adv mtage as compared with American com-
petitors ? And if so, state reasons.

A.-I think those who have grain for sale
mnust feel it seriously.

Have you found grinding in bond con-
venient and practicable and tair to ail parties
concerned, and would you recommend it in
case of the impoition of a duty on foreign
wheat ?

A.-No.
As an ad valorem duty of 20 per cent. imposed

in the IUnited States on flour against the fixed
specific duty of 20 per cent. per bushel on
wheat, generally operates as a discriminatory
tariff against the Canadian miller, would the
establishment of discriminatory duties by the
Parliament of Canada, in your opinion, be
dvisable ?

Mr. ORTON.

A.-Yes.
Do you think the admission of Ameri-

can ho ned cattle, horses and sheep into
Canadian markets at a 10 per cent. duty,
while the United States impose a 20 per cent.
duty on similar animais sent from Canada,
acts injuriously on Canadian farmers ? And
would you recommend a similar duty to that
imposed by the United States ?

A.-Yes.
Can the Canadian farmer raise profitably

all the grain required to fatten his stock,
or will it pay him better to buy Indian corn ?

A.-With a good system of farming we
ought to produce enough to fatten our cattle.

What articles produced on the farm
require a home market for their sale ?

A.-All bulky articles.
What changes, if any, are required in

legislation to make agriculture a more
desirable and profitable occupation for the
people ?

A.--Give up ail abstract notions and
study the real interest of the farmer and
manufacturer; they ought to go together.

Mr. ORTON, having read this state-
ment, withdrew his motion.

THE BOURGOIN-LAMONTAGNE CONTRACT.

The House then resumed considera-
tion of item 11, in Committee of Sup-
ply.

Mr. DESJARDINS observed that
the prices were so nearly alike that it
was difficult at first sight to say
whether Mr. Martin or Messrs. Bour-
goin and Lamontagne should have had
the contract; but, nevertheless, to the
former should have been confided the
construction of the building. If we were
to admit the principles laid down by the
Hon. Premier that such works as the
foundation of a building must be con-
sidered as an extra work, it would lead
to many abuses, because it would
always be easy for a man abiding by
his political feelings to deprive a
tenderer of his rights in a contract.
In this particular case the Hon. Pre-
mier admitted that Bourgoin and
Lamontagne had at first refused to
accept the contract; that Martin was
called for; that he accepted the under-
taking according to tender, and yet we
find that not only are Bôurgoin and
Lamontagne intrusted with the con-
tract, but that they are even admitted
to modify their tender so as to putg
themselves in a like position as Maitin.

The item was passed.

[COMMONS.] Lamontagne Contract.
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STEAM COMMUNICATION TO PRINCE
]DWARD ISLAND.

Item No. 15, providing the sum of
$25,000 for the cost of building and
equipping a steam boat to maintain
communication botween Prince Edward
Island and the mainland during winter
months, in accordance with the terms
of Jnion, being taken up,

Hion. Mr. BLANCHET asked for in-
formation in respect to the conditions
of the contract made with Mr. Sewell
in this connection.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE regretted
that ho was unable to comply with
with the request at the moment; ho
would do so, however, to-morrow.

Mr. MASSON-Will the boat cost
$55,000.

Hon. Mr. MACKENKIE-That in-
cludes everything.

Mr. MASSON-Is the boat pur-
chased from Mr. Sewell ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I stated
distinctly on Saturday last, that no
contract was as yet signed, but that
it would be signed in a few days.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-Has any
report, or survey of the vessel which
is to be sold by Mr. Sewell, been made
for and to the Government.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I do not
think that the Gyovernment want any
such report. There is nothing up as
yet but the frame of the vessel, which
is, moreover, to be built under the eye
of Lloyd's officer, and of an inspector
to be appointed by the Government.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-Was the
price paid to Mr. Sewell, without any
report having been made to the Depart-
ment ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-The
price is not paid.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The price
is $50,000.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-Is the
model of the boat such as is suitable
for the purpose; and has there been a
specific statement of the cost received ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The price
will be $50,000, and the model has een
specially designed for the purpose
in view.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Have you
a report on that point.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I presume
that we have the ordinary report of
the departmentat officer at Quebec,
and of the Deputy Minister, Mir. Smith.
I do fnot know that any report bas
been made by a shipbuilder; that is a
matter of detail to be attended to after-
wards.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Neither one
nor the other of the officers named
know the first thing about the suitabil-
ity or unsuitability of a model. The
points are-first, whether the contract
bas been signed, or any sum fixed, and
secondly, whether the model is report-
ed to be fit for the service contemplat-
ed. I ask the Premier whether ho has
finally closed the contract; and whe-
ther he is in possession of a report, not
alone as to the extent to which the
work bas progressed, but as to the
capacity and room allowed in the frame
for the necessary engines, equipment,
and machinery; and whether the
model shows that the vessel will be
suitable for the work required. le
should have the advice of able and ex-
perienced men in this matter like
Lloyd's Surveyor, or practical ship-
builders of Quebec, and not of a de-
partmental officer, and of the Deputy
Minister.

Mr. BOWELL-Then the telegram
which the hon. member for Frontenac
read the other day, and which the
Minister of Finance said was not true,
was literally true.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-It was
not.

Mr. BOWELL-Yes.
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT-It was

not.
Mr. BOWELL-The telegram was

to the effect that a contract had been
entered into, and when the question
was asked, whether the statement was
correct, the reply was that we had
botter look to better sources for infor-
mation, certainly leaving the impres-
sion that not only did no contract exist,
but also that there was no truth in the
telegram at all.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT - Then
the statement was not correct, for no
agreement at the time had been made.
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Hon. Mr. BLANCHET-Has Mr.
Sewell given any security for the due
performance of the conditions of the
contract?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Of course
he has.

Hon. Mr. ROBITAILLE - I think
that this will be a useless expenditure
as we have an excellent steamer called
the Glendon, which would be useful for
the purposes in view, and which is fit
for no other purpose.

The item was agreed to.

INDIAN ANNUITIES.

On item No. 18, appropriating
$11,000 to bring up the annuities pay-
able under the Robinson Treaty to the
Chippewas of Lake Huron and Supe-
rior trom 96 cents to $4 per head,

Mr. BLAKE explained that under
this treaty the Dominion was respon-
sible for the payment of the money as
it was one of the debts of the old Pro-
vince of Canada. The money would
be first paid by the Dominion, and
afterwards it would be adjusted by the
Provinces of Quebec and Ontario.

Mr. BOWELL said in connection
with this he desired to call the atten-
tion of the House to some money that
should have been paid to the Mo-
hawks settled on the Bay of Quinte.
11e had called the attention of
the late Administration to it, and the
then Minister of Justice reported in
favour of the payment of the money.
Before the -clergy reserves were set
apart certain concessions in the Town-
ship of Tyendinaga were surrendered
by these Indians to the Government.
The proceeds of that sale were to be
invested and the interest paid by way
of annuity to the tribe, and was paid
on certain portions of the land. When
the clergy reserves were set apart a
portion of these Indian lands, as well
as Government lands, were taken for
the clergy reserves. The clergy re-
serves had been sold and the whole
amount had been put into the general
fund. The som realized on account of
that portion of the clergy reserves
which had been Indian lands should
have been put into the Indian fund.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he was not
:able to discuss the subject to which

Ron. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

his attention had been called, but 'if
the hon. gentleman would give h i m a
memorandum in regard to the matter
he would look into it.

The item was agreed to.

THE ARCHIVES.

On item No. 29 of the Estimates,
appropriating $3,000 to meet expenses
in connection with the care of
Archives,

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN called the at-
tention of the House that there were
important documents, both in
France and in England, in re-
lation to the history of this country,
under the French and the English
regime. He desired to know whether
the Government desired to have any
of these documents copied, and observed
that the expenditure of a small sum of
money for i he purpose, for one or two
years, would considerably enrich our
sources of information on the subject.

Mr. BABY said there was a large
amount of correspondence of a his-
torical character in the British
Museum which should be copied. The
United States had been allowed to
copy all the documents in the British
Museum in relation to their history,
he trusted that the Government would
grant a small sum for that purpose.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
subject *was an interesting one, and he
could imagine that both in the British
Museum and the French Archives
interesting documents with reference
ta the early history of this country
might be found. A sum voted for this
purpose would be well employed. A
portion of the vote under consideration
would no doubt be at the disposal of
the Government, and might be used in
this direction, and if it were found
insufficient, hon. gentlemen would not
probably object if they took a few
hundred dollars out of the amount
voted for unforeseen expenditures.

The item was carried.

THE DAWSON ROAD.

Mr. S.NITH (Selkirk) said before
the Coinnittee rose, he desired to call
the attention of the House to a state-
ment made by the hon. member for
Terrebonne in relation to Mr. Car-
penter of the Dawson road. That hon.

Busines8s.[COMMONS.]
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gentleman had said that Mr. Carpenter
had paid the Superintendent of the
American Line to take emigrants to
Manitoba by their line in pre-
ference to taking them over the Cana-
dian line. ie (Mr. Smith) had tele-
graphed to Mr. Kittson of St. Paul,
Minn., as follows:-

"Asserted here Carpenter, Dawson road, paid
you to carry emigrants rather than take them
himself. Is this true."

In answer to this telegram he re-
ceived the following reply:-

" St. Paul, Minn., lth March.
"To Hon. Donald A. Smith, M. P., Ottawa:

"I was under impression that such an arran ge-
ment was made at Winnipeg, but on consulting
our Superintendent, Halcomb, 1 find that it is
not the case." (Signed)

" N. W. KIT TsoN.

He regarded it as a matter of justice
to Mr. Carpenter to mention this, and no
doubt it was exactly the true state of
the case.

Mr. MASSON did not think he ever
spoke of an arrangement being made
with any company. His information
was that Mr. Carpenter paid a certain
sum, $11 he believed, to induce emi-
grants not to go by the Dawson road,
and to go through the United States.
He believed that the hon. gentleman
could get information on that point in
his own constituency.

Mr. TROW said this telegram bore
out what he had already stated. The
contractor could have no object what-
ever in inducing emigrants to go by
another line when they were a source
of profit to himself.

The Committee rose and reported.

THE MENONITES.

On the motion for concurrence in
the item $15,000, part of unex-
pended balance of 1874-5 for immigra-
tion and quarantine,

Mr. YOUNG said he had seen it re-
ported that in another place a disting-
uished gentleman hailing from Toronto
ha;l indulged in remarks condemnatory
of the introduction of the Menonites
into Manitoba and the North-West
Territories. Those remarks were cal
culated to give rise to fears in the
minds of the Menonites and prevent
them from settling in our country.
He was amazed to find such language

used in such a quarter. He knew,
as a matter of fact, from exper-
ience, there was no class of settlers
more desirable than those very Men-
onites. They were a most industrious,
thrifty and honest people, and made
the very best settlers. The objection
was urged that they were settling in
townships contiguous to each other.
He could sec no objection to that. It was
done with other classes of immigrants
with the best results. But the main
objection to the Menonites was that
they were granted the privilege of ex-
emption from bearing arms. It was
because they wished for such an ex-
emptiori that they had emigrated from
Europe, and they had a special agree-
ment with our Government securing
to them that privilege. Although it
was secured to them, there were many
of the young people who held different
views, and in case of war it was pro-
bable they would take up armis in de-
fence of their homes. It was most
unfortunate that such a question should
be raised. If any doubts were created
on this point, it would prevent the
immigration of those valuable settlers.
The members from Manitoba would
admit that the influx of Menonites into
this Province had done much to relieve
the distress prevailing last year by the
large expenditures they had made in
purchasing the necessaries of life.
lis own German constituents, who

had never seen and did not know
them, had taken such a deep interest
in those people that tliey had gener-
ously offered to become security to the
extent of $100,000 for the repayment
of the money advanced to them by the
Government. The statements made
in another place were too important
to be allowed to pass without a protest
from some one on the floor of this
House. He desired to state what he
believed to be the general feeling
throughout the Dominion, that these
people should be encouraged to settle
in our country. If there were 100,000
of them in the North-West, they would
soon make our waste lands blossom like
a rose.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) had much
pleasure in endorsing all that the
hon. member for Waterloo had said
with regard to the Menonites in the
North-West. From the moment of
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their arrival they had shown them-
selves a useful and industrious people.
Their presence had sensibly affected
the trade of Winnipeg, largely increas-
ing the business of the merchants.
The Menonites had shown themselves
to be a well conducted people. He
had not heard of a single case of dis-
order among them since they came to
the country. As to their objection to
bearing arms, he trusted there would
never be any necessity for it, but if it
should come, they lived on the frontier
and would be likely to help to defend
themselves. No better people had
been brought into the country and no
settlers could be more desirable.

The item was concurred in.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Ion. Mr. MACKENZIE-Last year
before the House adjourned the Govern-
ment asked authority to place that
portion of the Pacifie Railroad extend-
ing from Rat Portage to Cross Lake,
under contract. We expected at that
time the re-survey would be completed
in time to do so during the season. It
took the whole summer to accomplish
that and we are not yet in a position
to invite tenders. I have again to ask
the House for the authority we
obtained last year. We have had the
contract ratified from Fort William to
the neighborhood of Shebandowan, a
distance of 45 miles. As I said a few
nights ago in the House, we diverge
from that line some 23 or 24 miles
from Fort William, so as to reach the
North-West Angle of Lac des Mille
Lacs, from which we proceed
in a straight direction, and we
have the survey completed to Rat
Portage. I want authority to place
that portion under contract. We
offered for the contractors a distance
equivalent to that under the former
contract in the new line chosen from
the point of departure on the line from
Shebandowan. This they have declined,
as they have a right to do, and we want
authority to accomplish this. I give
notice of the following motion:-
"That the Government be authorized
"to enter into contracts during the
"Recess with parties sending in the
" lowest availablo tenders for the works
" of construction of the following por-
" tions of the Canada Pacifie Railway,

Mr. SMITH.

" viz: From Fort William westward
"towards Lac de Mille Lac and the
" crossing of Steel River from Rat
"Portage to Cross Lake."

Mr. CURRIER-Is that intended to
make an unbroken line, or is any por-
tion of the route to be by water ?

bon. Mr. MACKENZIE-This is the
main line. It will be all rail when it
is built, but it will pa.ss by the lake in
the meantime, but will not go an inch
off the main line. We do not propose
to place any under contract but these
two ends in the meantime, because we
hope to have an arrangement made a
year hence that we can get contractors
to take the line.

The House adjourned at 10.40 p. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TUESDAY, April 11, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Two

o'clock.

FEES ON PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. BLAIN moved that the fees on
the Bill to incorporate the United
Empire Loan Company be refunded, it
having been withdrawn in consequence
of the rough handling it had received
in the Senate.

Hon. Mr MITCHELL said he would
not oppose the motion, but he did not
approve of the principle of returning
fees for Private Bills withdrawn under
such circumstances.

Mr. YOUNG said it was asserted
that many persons applied for charters
of this kind for speculative purposes
merely. He thought care should be
taken to prevent this, and to see that
they were not granted to men of straw.

Mr. PLUMB thought care should be
exercised to see that those charters
did not fall into the hands of parties
who merely sold them for what they
would bring. He hoped the suggestion
of the hon. member for Chateauguay, to
employ an expert to look through
those Bils and put them in proper
shape, would be adopted.

Mr. BLAIN held it was the duty of
the flouse to pay no regard to any
man that applied for a charter, but to
grant every application that was

Business.(COMMONS.]
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properly made when all necessary for-
malities had been complied with.

The motion was carried.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the Government be authorized to enter
into contracts during the Recess with
parties sending in the lowest available
tenders for the works of construction
of the following portions of the Canada
Pacifie Railway, viz :-From Fort
William westward towards Lac de
Mille Lac and the crossing of Steel
River from Rat Portage to Cross
Lake.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) asked
whether it would not be advisable in
making this suggestion the hon. gen-
tleman should also include the western
portion of the road ? It might be ad-
visable before next Session to do some
work there.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
already stated the only thing that pre-
vented them having a general tender
asked for, was their inability to pre-
sent anything to tenderers in British
Columbia. Although the line for some
distance was presumably located per-
manently, an instrumental survey had
not been made. A vote had been
taken for the purpose, so that, if pos-
sible, they could have a portion of the
work commenced during the coming
season. It would be asking authority
they bad no probability of exercising
until late in the fall when they could
submit the tenders to Parliament as
provided for in 1874, if the hon. gent.'s
suggestion were acted upon.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD did
not see why the hon. gentleman did
not ask ihis authority when the House
was full.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had
mentioned, in making his explanation,
that he intended to ask for this author-
ity. It was put off in order that they
could get all the information possible.

Mr. CURRIER thought it was a
great pity the Government should pro-
pose to expend money on this route
between Thunder Bay and Fort Garry.
A land and water line could never
compete with the all-rail route between
Duluth and Fort Garry. This was a

matter every practical man must un-
derstand. Therefore, he thought it
would be much better to delay expen-
diture on that road until the time ar-
rived when an all-rail route could be
constructed to Fort Garry.

Hon. Mi. MACKENZIE replied that
it was to be an all-rail line from end
to end.

Mr. CURRIER-I understood the
hon. gentleman the other night to say
that it was not to be so.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-Not at all;
I never said so.

The motion wvas carried.

THE JESUITS' BARRACKS.

Mr. MASSON enquired of the Min-
ister of Publie Works when the papers
for which he had asked, with reference
to the Jesuits' Barracks of Quebec, and
their transfer from the Local to the
Federal Government will be brought
down. They should have been brought
down ere this, he remarked; and it
was a matter of importance, that when
this was done, they should be printed.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE stated that
it was quite impossible as yet to
bring themn down. The last com-
munication from the Government of the
Province of Quebee on this sublect was
dated the 5th of April ; and this they
had not had time to consider. They
might bring down the papers as they
were, but the correspondence would
be entirely incomplete. le had no ob-
jection, however, to do so.

Mr. MASSON-Do I understand
that we are not to have these papers
at all while the correspondence is going
on ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE-We can-
not bring an incomplete correspond-
ence before the House.

Mr. MASSON-The Premier will
remember that my motion was carried,
and under the ciicumstances, he is
bound to bring down the correspond-
ence up to date.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-I stated
explieitly when the motion was carried
that I was niable at the time to say
what correspWndence existed on the
subcet, and that I could only I)u]ng
down wvlhat waS con.sistent with the pub-
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lie interests. I guarded myselfcarefully
on that point. The hon. gentleman
can see any of the papers he desires;
but I think it would be absurd to place
an incomplete correspondence before
the House.

Mr. MASSON-It can be retained
for a century if that course be pursued.
'I'he question of title that is at issue
can only be decided between the Im-
perial and Federal Governments, but I
did not ask lor correspondence that
had passed between these Administra-
tions. There can be no secret to be
concealed, and I hope that when the
correspondence is brought down it will
be printed.

CONCURRENCE.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
concurrence in the reports of Commit-
tee of Supply, and the first item re-
specting fisheries being taken up,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL remarked
that he had the day previous called the
attention of the Government and more
particularly of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, to the state of the case,
with relation to the fishermen of New
Brunswick. He had made a proposition
which his hon. friend had kindly con-
sénted to consider, and he would like
to hear what his hion. friend had to
say on the subject.

Hon. Mr. SMITH replied that the
matter had been under consideration.
-He had also consulted with the Minis-
ter of Justice, who had no objection tO
the acceptance of the proposition in
question. It was to be understood,
however, that convenient despatch
would be made in this connection with
regard to the submittal of the case.

Hon. Mr». MITCHELL believed that
it was in the interest of the Govern-
ment and of the fishermen that a case
tshould not be chosen until he had had
an opportunity for visiting his constitu-
ents, and making personally an explan-
ation to them of the difficulties of the
position which both they and the
Government occupied. He thought
that if this was done, and if the view
entertained by the Government on the
one hand were contrasted with their
claims, this would lead to a proposition
that would bring about,a more easy re-
concilement of present differences than

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.

would be otberwise possible. lie did'
not think that le could pay a visit to
his county for this purpose until some
time during the preseut summer, but
he would endeavour to do so as soon
as possible, and secure the nomination
of some person authorized to act for
the fishermen, to prepare a case for
submission to the Minister of Justice,
and his hon. friend the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, for their assent,
concurrence, amendment or sugges-
tions, prior to being laid before the
Judges of the Supreme Court. He
fancied that this would be satisfactory
to his hon. friend.

Hon. Mr. SMITH lad certainly un-
derstood that the hon. gentleman
spoke on behalf of the fishermen, and
that the latter would undoubtedly as-
sent to the terms of the proposition.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that
on the day previous he had stated that
he had visited his county last year;
that by request he had attended public
meetings in four leading fishing dis-
tricts; that he had been asked to give
his advice and counsel, and that he had
complied; that he had no positive
authority to make a distinct proposi-
tion, and also that he had no doubt
whatever that the proposal he had
made, being as it was in the public in-
terest, and in the interest of peace and
order, right and justice, would be ac-
cepted by the fishermen when matters
were explained. le had never pre-
tended that he was authorized to
make any proposition; but he did
feel confident, from what had occur-
red between the fishermen and him-
self, that any proposal he might
make would be accepted by his
constituents. lie requested his ion.
friend not to be too hasty, but
to afford him opportunity for going
down and placing the facts before the
fishermen. Under these circumstances
he entertained no doubt whatever as
to the acceptance of the proposition in
question.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE-I understand
that this is a question of law. The
fishermen have some rights, the hon.
gentleman asserts, and this is to lead
to a final termination of the question.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I did not
assert it-the fishermen assert it.
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Hon. Mr. BLAKE-The hon. gentle-
man has raised a storm which he is
now prepared to calm. He told the
fishermen to assert it. I understand
that it is a simple question of law
which it is proposed to refer to the
Supreme Court.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-It is not a
simple question of law which is to be
referred to the Supreme Court, and I
wish my hon. friend to understand
that I did not rise a storm which I now
desire to calm. I never raised a storn;
and further, I never did assert that
the fishermen had rights, but that I
believed they had rights. Being a
layman I offer no legal opinion.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-I would call at-
tention to the correspondence which
passed between us, in which he asserts,
most positively, that the fishermen have
rights with which the Government
should net all interfere. I have no
objection to giving the hon. gentleman
a reasonable time. I suppose that a
month or two will be all that is noces-
sary; I do not want any unnecessary
delay to take place, as I desire the
question to be set at rest.

The item was concurred in.
On item No. 52, appropriating $3,000

to meet expenses in connection with
the care of Archives,

Hon. Mr. POPE said he was most
anxious that something should be done
in regard to the archives. There were
many documents of great importance
in England and France which oughtto
be copied, and they could be copied as
easily and as cheaply this year or next
as they could 10 years hence. The
sum in the estimates was not sufficient
to do this, and he would strongly urge
a larger appropriation for the copying
of these documents.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said ho
had informed the House on the
previous day that a considerable portion
of the $3,000 would be available for
that purpose, and he also intimated
that if that money was not found
sufficient that they might supplement
it from the vote for unforseen expenses.
He understood that the Minister of
Agriculture intended te have some of
the documents copied. It was not,
however, desirable to give indiscrimi-

nate authority to copy everything
relating to Canada.

The item was concurred in.
WAYs AND MEANS.

On motion of Mr. CARTWRIGHT,
the House went into Committee of
Ways and Means.

lion. Mr. CARTWRIGHT then
moved thc following :-

" Resolved, That towards making good the
supply granted to -er Majesty for the year
ending 30th June, 1876, the sum of $1,139,338.28
be granted out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of Canada.

" Resolved, That towards making good the
supply granted to fHer Majesty for the finan-
cial year, ending 30th June, 1877, the sum of
$19,486,602 be granted out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Canada."

The resolutions were adopted.
The Committee rose and reported

the resolutions without amendment.
The resolutions were read the second

time and concurred in.
Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT intro-

duced the Supply Bill founded on the
resolutions.

The Bill was read the second and
third time, and passed.

The louse then adjourned.

EVENING SESSION.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 9 p.m.
A Message was received from the

Senate, agreeing te the following Bills,
with amendments, viz.:-

No. 76. To amend " The Insolvent
Act of 1875."

On motion of _Mr. Blake, the said
amendments were concurred in.

No. 30. To amend and consolidate
the Laws respecting Indians.

On motion of Mr. Laird the said am-
endments were concurred in.

No. 34. To incorporate the Canada
Assurance Corporation.

On motion of Mr. Cameron (Vic-
toria, Ont.), the said amendments were
concurred in.

No. 48. To incorporate the Union
Assurance Company of Canada.

On motion of Mr. Cameron (Vic-
toria, Ont.), the said amendments were
concurred in.

No. 65. To amend the Charter of
"The St. Lawrence Bank," and to
change the name of the said Bank, to
that of " The Standard Bank of Ca-
nada."
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On motion of Mr. Cameron (Card-
well), the said amendments were con-
curred in.

Also.-agreeing to the following
Bills, without amendment, viz.:-

No. 61. To amend the Act 35 Vic-
toria, Chapter 108, intituled: "An
Act to amend the Act incorporating
the London and Canadian Loan and
Agency Company (Limited)."

No. 79. To further amend the Act
to incorporate " The London and Ca-
nada Bank," and to amend the Act
amending the same.

No. 96. To amend the Acts therein
mentioned, as respects the importation
and manufacture of intoxicants in the
North-West Territories.

No. 8. To amend the Act 37 Vic-
toria, Chapter 51, intituled: "An Act
to authorise the incorporation of Boards
of Trade in the Doeinion."

No. 80. Respecting loans by the
British American Land Company.

No. 45. To incorporate the Chart-
ered Bank of London and North
America.

No. 86. T<rdetach a certain portion
of the County of Lotbinière, and to at-
tach it to the County of Beauce.

No. 101. For granting to Her Ma,
jesty certain sums of money required
for defraying certain expenses of the
Public Service for the financial years
ending respectively the 30th June,
1876, andthe 30th June, 1877, and for
other purposes relating to the Public
Service.

Also,-agreeing to the amendment
made by this House, to the Bill (No.
82) of their own, intituled: " An Act
to remove doubts under the Acts there-
in mentioned, respecting the Corpor-
ation of the Quebec Harbor Commis-
sioners," without amendment.

Also,-agreeing to the following
Bills, with amendments, viz:-

No. 63. To incorporate " The Na-
tional Trust and Investment Company
of Canada (Limited.)"

On motion of Mr. Cameron (Card-
well), the said amendments were read
the first time.-Further consideration
to-morrow.

No. 4. To incorporate ' The Nation-
al Exchange Company."

On motion of Mr. Workman the said
amendments were read the first time.
-Further consideration to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

No. 46. To incorporate " The Lon-
don and Ontario Investment Company
(Limited.)"

On motion of Mr. Cameron (Card-
well), the said amendments were read
the first time.-Further consideration
to-morrow.

No. 27. To incorporate " The Scot-
tish Canadian Loan Company."

On motion of Mr. Cameron (Card-
well), the said amendments were read
the tirst time.-Further consideration
to-morrow.

No. 75. To incorporate " The Eng-
land and Canada Mortgage Security
Company."

The said amendments were read the
first time.-Further consideration to-
morrow.

The Bill (No. 100) from the Senate,
intituled: " An Act to provide for the
examination of witnesses on oath by
Committees of the Senate and House
of Commons, in certain cases," was
read the second time, considered in
Committee of the Whole, reported,
read the third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Mackenzie it was
resolved, that when the House ad-
journs, it do stand adjourned until to-
morrow, at 12 o'clock, noon.

The House adjourned at 10:15 o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNEsDAY, April 12, 1876.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 12

o'clock noon.
TRUST AND LOAN COMPANIES.

A message was received from the
Senate informing the House they had
made certain amendments to a number
of Bills to incorporate Trust and Loan
companies.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE said if the
companies had no objections to these
amendments, the Government had
none. He disapproved, however, of one
amendment which extended the time
for the sale of real estate from five to
ten years. He wished it to be under-
stood that in the general act which
the Governmenl would introduce next
Session they would adhere to the five
years limit.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it
was with the very greatest doubt and
hesitation the Committee or himself

Companies.[COMMONS.]
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had allowed these companies to take
power to borrow money on deposit in
conjunction with the power to borrow
on debentures. He wished it to be
very distinctly understood that the
Government did not hold themselves
in any way pledged to concur, in
future legislation, in that double
borrowing power. The matter required
careful consideration, but he could soe
great risk and danger in the powers
attempted to be exercised.

Mr. PLUMB trusted that all such
companies would be brought under the
provisions of a.general law, enabling
the Committee to deal with all bills on
the same basis.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE presumed
that the various bills in question had
better be finally read, as the Govern-
ment had no objection to any of the
amendments.

They were accordingly read the third
time, and passed.

THE OFFICIAL REPORTS.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON moved the
adoption of the report of the Commit-
tee charged with the management of
the debates.

Ilon. Mr. HOLTON-I do not think
that notice has been given of that
motion, and at this stage of the Session
I must take upon myself the unami-
able responsibility of objecting to any
motion being put of which notice has
not been given-at all events, with re-
ference to this important subject.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Surely the
hon. gentleman will not oppose the
Government in this matter.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-This is not a
Government measure.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-If this re-
port is rejected there will be no Han-
sard next year.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-That is pre-
cisely what I desire.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-Then the
hon. gentleman must take the respon-
sibility.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-I will take the
responsibility.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-I cannot
make the motionif thore is un objection
raised,

Mr. SPEAKER-The motion is not
in order.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-I hope that
my hon. friend, in a spirit of fair play,
will withdraw his objection.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-On this subject
I have made up my mind unalterably ;
and nothing will induce me to with-
draw my objection at the present
stage. My deliberate opinion is, that a
a large majority of the members of
this House are opposed to the con-
tinuance of the Hansard. The subject
has been postponed until only a mere
handful of members is present. I
know the frequency with which
important matters are brought up at
this period, and if I am here to-day, it
is because this is the case. I take the
responsibility, sitting on this side of
the Hlouse,-whieh I often took, when
on the other side-of insisting on the
observance of the rules respecting
matters I deem of sufficient importance
to justify that course.

lon. Mr. MITCHELL-I regret the
fact that a disposition is shown to
strangle this infant child of the Print-
ing Committee. I am not aware that the
report is adverse to the continuance of
the Hansard. The reports may
not have been as copious in
reproducing speeches as some hon.
gentlemen might have desired ;
but I would only say this-the man-
agers of it have very fairly done what
they could to give a correct represen-
tation of what has occurred in this
louse.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-That is quite
true. The work has been ver-y well
done; I do not complain of tlit at all.

Hion. Mr. MITCIIELL-If there is
anything defective it is to be found in
the carrying out of the details of the
system, which we should rather try to
improve. The hon. gentleman states
that owing to the thin attendance we
shouild not now deal with so important
a matter ; but Parliament has already
sanctioned the establishment of the
Hansard. Two years ago we voted a sum
of money for the purpose; and we did
the same thing last year. Therefore,
if there is any endeavour to obtain a
snatch judgment on the question, it is
not shown by those who wish to con-
tinue the system, but by those who*
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wish to prevent the carrying out of so
useful an institution-an institution of
which I am decidedly in favour. I
believe that we ought to continue itand
improve on it; and in the interest of
good Government, that a true and
faithful record should be had of the
statements of hon. gentlemen on either
side of the House. I cannot imagine
any other reason for the attempt to
kill it off, than a wish to prevent the
existence of such a record. As to the
expense, I do not think that the coun-
try should complain of it, for it is a
mere bagatelle compared with the use-
fulness of the Rlansard, which enables
hon. members authoritatively-if the
occasion presents itself-to quote the
hon. member for Chateauguay versus
the hon. member for Chateauguay, or
the hon. member for Northumberland
versus the hon. member for Northum-
berland.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON-When I dis-
covered that the hon. member was
opposed to the consideration of the
rep ort, I endeavoured to obtain a meet-
ing of the Committee, which I think
has the right to continue the system
under the existing Order of the House ;
but I was unable to secure a quorum.
Under the circumstances, we can have
no Hansard at all.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-The expres-
sion of the House, communicated to the
Committe, is sufficient.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-There is no
flouse.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-The Govern-
ment represent the House.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-I believe that
the majority of the House are opposed
to the continuation of the Hansard.
If I were not of that opinion, certainly
I would not assume the responsibiiity
of taking the course I am now pur-
suing. With reference to the
manner in which the reporters
have discharged their duties, I
have no fault whatever to find. I
think that these duties have been fair-
ly and faithfully performed. I strove
with others for many years to have
this system tried. It has been tried;
and to my judgment, it is a failure.
We are better without than with it;
and I think that this is the present

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.

sense of the House. Those who are
in favour of it ought to have moved
earlier in the matter. They had abun-
dant time, and this is one of the Stand-
ing Committees of the House. They
have always the ear of the Ohamber;
and there would have been no difficul-
ty in bringing up the report at an
earlier period when the benches were
filled. If this had been done, I should
have explained my views, and acqui-
esced with the decision of the majority
if adverse to my opinions with the best
possible grace.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-Why did
you not take the legitimate way to as-
certain what the opinion of the House
really was ; you may be wrong ?

lion. Mr. HOLTON-It was not for
me to take the initiative. I repeat
that I take the perhaps unamiable re-
sponsibility of enforcing the rules of
th H [ouse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-The
hon. gentleman from Chateauguay has
pronounced a most severe censure on
the Committee to which this subject
was relegated. The hon. gentleman
has pointed out that this Committee
wilfully allowed this very important
subject to pass over until the last
moment, when everybody must know
it was too late to come to any conclu-
sion on it. It was the duty of that
Committee not only to see that the
Hansard was attended to for this Ses-
sion, but that some policy should be
arrived at for its continuance next
Session. My hon. friend says ho feels
that the majority of the House are
against the Hansard. I beg leave to
differ with him, and to say I believe
that when the House meets next Ses-
sion the majority will be found to be
in favour of its continuance. The
country is in favour of it, and will not
be willing to give it up. This will be
a retrograde step in respect of a most
important subject. I an convinced,
now the country has had the advan-
tage of an official record, it will insist
on its eontinuance. The people have
a right to have a report of the debates
of their reprosentatives which has some
official character, and which is not
tainted by the supposed political pro-
clivities of the different newspapers
which would otherwise be the sole re-
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positories of the proceedings of this
House. It would be a great mistake,
an abnegation of the only means
the louse have, as representatives of
the people, of obtaining a legitimate
influence with the country, to stop
these reports. In England the
Hansard is sustained by private
enterprise, but I believe if it
were found that this were not
sufficient to keep it up, the people of
England would call upon the House
to grant a sum of money for the pur-
pose of having an official report of the
proceedings of Parliament.

Hon. Mr. CAUCIION said they
never supposed the report of the Com-
mittee would have been opposed. It
was thought that by making a ehange
in the organization of the staff they
would get a better report. When lie
saw the danger that it would be op-
posed, he tried to get a quorum ofthe
Committee together in order to con-
tinue the existing arrangement, but
failed. He hoped the hon gentleman
would not oppose the motion.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-I do object.
Hon. Mr. POPE thought he could

convince the hon. member for Chateau-
guay that he was wrong in stating that
the majority of the House was opposed
to the Jiansard. The hon. gentleman
said he did not like to take the respon-
sibility in this small House of allowing
this thing to go on. le wished to
assure the hon. gentleman that Le had
accepted a much graver responsibility.
The House had decided that they
should have the Hansard, and it was
not right for that small House to re-
verse the decision. le was sure his
hon. friend was wrong in taking the re-
sponsibility he did at the present time
Although he (Mr. Pope) was one of
those opposed to the establishment of
the Hansard, he would not do anything
to prevent the carrying out of the ex-
pressed will of the Hlouse.

The point of order was sustained,
and the House adjourned at 1.15
o'clock until 3 o'clock, at which hour
the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod entered and informed the Speaker
that His Excellency the Governor
General roquested the presence of the
House in the Senate Ch amber, to which
the members repaired wi t.h the usual
ceremony,

BILLS ASSENTED TO.

The Commons being in attendance,
The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery

read the titles of the Bills to be passed
severally as follows :-

An Act to provide for the appoint-
ment of Assistant Inspectors of
Penitentiaries in Manitoba and British
Columbia.

An Act to provide for the Salaries
of County Court Judges in the Province
of Nova Scotia, and for other purposes.

An Act to amend the CriminalLaws
relating to Violence, Threats and
Molestation.

An Act respecting the Intercolonial
Railway.

An Act to make more effectual
Provision for the Administration of
the Law relating to Corrupt Practices
at Elections of Members of the House
of Comîmons.

An Act to authorize the Share-
holders of '' The Union Permanent
Building and Savings' Society " to
change the name of the said Society to
that of " The Union Loan and Savings
Company."

An Act to authorize the Share-
holders of " The Provincial Permanent
Building and Savings Society " to
change the name of the said Society
to that of " The Provincial Loan and
Savings Company."

An Act to extend the Acts respect-
ing Dominion Notes to the Provinces
of Prince EdwArd Island, British Co-
lumbia and Manitoba.

An Act to amend the Railway Act,
1868.

An Act to provide for the payment
of a Temporary Grant to the Province
of Manitoba.

An Act to extend the Acts therein
mentioned, respecting Weights and
Measures, and the Inspection of Gas
and Gas Meters, to Prince Edward Is-
land.

An Act to supply an omission in the
Act 37 Victoria, chapter 42, extending
certain Criminal Laws of Canada to
British Columbia.

An Act to amend the Acts therein
mentioned, respecting the Militia and
the Defence of the Dominion of Canada.

An Act to provide for the more
effectual enquiry into the existence of
Corrupt Practices at Elections of Men.
bers of the House of Commons,
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An Act further to amend the St.
Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Act.

An Act to amend the Act respecting
Inland Revenue.

An Act to make further provision
for the institution, of suits against the
Crown by petition of right.

An Act respecting Roads and Road
Allowances in Manitoba.

An Act respecting the Capital ofthe
Great Western Railway Company, and
for the capitalization of certain charges
and liabilities.

An Act to amend the " The Trade
Mark and Design Act of 1868."

An Act to amend the Act to incor-
porate " The Commercial Travellers
Association of Canada."

An Act to amend the Act thirty-
eight Victoria, chapter ninety-thrce,
intituled: " An Aot to incorporate the
Canadian Gas Lighting Company."

An Act to enable the Welland Vale
Manufacturing Company to obtain an
extension of a patent known as " Rod-
den's Improved Capped Ferrule or
Socket."

An Act to amend the Acts respect-
ing " The Citizens Insurance and In-
vestment Company," and to change
the name of the said Company to that
of " The Citizens Insurance Company
of Canada."

An Act to amend the Act intituled:
An Act to incorporate " The Clifton
Suspension Bridge Company."

An Act to make provisions for the
crossing of navigable waters by rail-
way or other road companies incor-
porated under Provincial Acts.

An Act to make provision for the
winding up of Insolvent Incorporated
Banks.

An Act to amend the Act to make
better provision, extending to the
whole Dominion of Canada, respecting
the inspection of certain Staple Articles
of Canadian Produce.

An Act to amend the Act to
incorporate " The Canada Shipping
Company."

An Act to confirm the amalgamation
of the City Bank and the Royal
Canadian Bank, and to incorporate
"The Consolidated Bank of Canada."

An Act respecting the attendance of
Witnesses on Criminal trials.

An Act to amend the Act thirty-
fifth Victoria, chapter one hundred and

Hon. Mr. PoPE.

eleven, intituled: An Act to incorporate
The Mail Printing and Publishing
Company (Limited).

An Act to extend the provisions of
the Act thirty-first Victoria, chapter
thirty-three, respecting the retiring
allowance of Judges, to the Chief
Justice and Justices of the Court of
Error and Appeal for the Province of
Ontario.

An Act to extend the time for the
commencement and completion of the
Great Western and Lake Ontario Shore
Junction Railway ; and for other
purposes.

An Act respecting the North-West
Territories, and to create a separate
territory out of part thereof.

An Act to authorise the Shareholders
of " The Security Permanent Building
and Savings Society of St. Catharines,"
to change the name of the said Society
to that of "The Security Loan and
Savings Company."

An Act to extend the provisions of
an Act relating to "'The Upper Ottawa
Improvement Company."

An Act to amaend the Act Incorpor-
ating " The Ottawa Gas Company," to
confirm a resolution of their Share-
holders placing preferential and ordi-
nary stock on the same footing, and to
confirm, amend, and extend their cor-
porate powers.

An Act to continue for a limited
time therein mentioned the Canada
and Detroit River Bridge Company as
a Corporation.

An Act respecting the Mechanies'
Bank.

An Act to amend the Act 31 Vic-
toria, Chapter 3, respecting the in-
demnnity to members of both flouses of
Parliament.

An Act to amend the Act of incor-
poration of the Banque Saint Jean-
Baptiste.

An Act to amend the Act 31 Vic-
toria, Chapter 5, as respects the Publie
Accounts.

An Act to make provision for the
collection and registration of Criminal
Statistics of Canada.

An Act to amend the Railway
Statistics Act.

An Act to remove doubts under the
Acts therein mentioned, respecting the
Harbour Commissioners of Montreal,
and to amend the same,
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An Act to amend the Act thirty-
eighth Victoria, chapter twenty-three,
respecting the Northern Railway of
Canada.

An Act respecting the Desjardins
Canal.

An Act to amend the Act thirty-fifth
Victoria, chapter one hundred and
eight, intituled: " An Act to amend
the Act incorporating the London and
Canadian Loan and Agency Company
(Limited.)"

An Act to further amend the Act to
incorporate " The London and Canada
Bank." and to amend the Act amend-
ing the same.

An Act to amend the Acts therein
mentioned as respects the importation
or manufacture of intoxicants in the
North-West Territories.

An Act to provide for the examination
of witnesses on oath by Committees of
the Senate and IHlouso of Commons in
certain cases.

An Act to amend and consolidate
the Laws respecting Indians.

An Act to incorporate the Union
Life and Accident Assurance Company
of Canada.

An Act to incorporate the Empire
Fire and Marine Assurance Corporation.

An Act to amend the charter of
"The St. Lawrence Bank," and to
change the name of the said Bank to
that of The Standard Bank of Canada.

An Act to amend the Insolvent Act
of 1875.

An Act to detach a certain portion
of the County of Lotbinière and to
attach it to the County of Beauce.

An Act respecting Loans by the
British American Land Company.

An Act to remove doubts under the
Acts therein mentioned respecting
the Corporation of the Quebec Harbour
Commissioners.

An Act to incorporate the Canada
Fire and Marine Insurance Company.

An Act to amend the Dominion
Lands Act.

An Act to make further provision in
regard to the Supreme Court and the
Exchequer Court of Canada.

An Act to enable Ozro Morrill to
obtain a patent for certain inventions
and improvements in Sewing Machine
Shuttles.

An Act to incorporate " The Char-
tered Bank Of London and North
.&merica."

An Act to amend the Act thirty-
seventh Victoria, chapter fifty-one, in-
tituled " An Act to authorize the in-
corporation of Boards of Trade in' the
Dominion."

An Act to incorporate " The Scot-
tish Canadian Loan Company."

An Act to incorporate the " London
and Ontario Investment Company
(Limited)."

An Act to incorporate " The British
Canadian Loan and Investment Com-
pany (Limited."

An Act to incorporate " The Atlantic
and Pacific Fire and Marine Insurance
Company."

An Act to incorporate " The Mari-
time Savings and Loan Society."

An Act to incorporate " The Eng-
land and Canada Mortgage Security
Company."

An Act to incorporate " The Nation-
al Investment Company of Canada
(Limited)."

An Act to incorporate " The Nation-
al Exchange Company."

To these Bills the Royal Assent was
pronounced by the Clerk of the Housc
in the words following:

"In Her Majesty's name His Excel-
lency the Governor General doth assent
to these Bills."

THE SUPPLY BILL.

Then the Honourable the Speaker of
the House of Commons addressed His
Excellency the Governor General, as
followeth :
MAY IT PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENcY:

The Commons of Canada have voted
the Supplies required to enable the
Government to defray the expenses of
the Public Service.

In the name of the Commons, I
present to Your Excellency a Bill
intituled: " An Act for granting'to
Her Majesty certain sums of money
required for defraying certain expenses
of the Public Service, for the financial
years ending respectively the 30tb
June, 1876, and 30th of June, 1877,
and for other purposes relating to the
Public Service," to which I humbly
request Your Excellency's assent.

To this Bill, the Clerk of the House,
by His Excellency's command, did
thereupon say:

"In Her Majesty's name, His
Excellency the Governor Goneral
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thanks Her loyal subjects, accepts
their benevolence, and assents to this
Bili."

TUE SPEECH.

Then His Excellency the Governor
General was pleased to deliver the
following speech.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
I tbank you for the care and delibe-

ration with which you have discharged
the duties that have devolved upon you
during the Session.

The Bill you have passed relative to
the management of Indian affairs and
the gradual enfranchisement of Indians
will not only be useful as a consolida-
tion of existing Statutes, but will aftord
further evidence of the interest taken
by the people of Canada in the welfare
of their Indian fellow-countrymen. It
is interesting to know that many of its
provisions were suggested by the In-
dian Councils of the older Provinces.

It is my intention during the recess
to make treaty arrangements with the
Indian Tribes in the Western Saskat-
chewan country for the extinguish-
ment of their title, and thereby open
another large tract of fertile territory
for settlement and cultivation.

The formation of the new District of
Keewatin in the Eastern part of the
North-West country, and the progress
made in opening up railway and tele-
graphic communication to the interior
will, with the improvements effected in
our land system, further prepare the
way for the rapid settlement of those
vast regions, and will, at no distant day,
materially contribute to the trade, and
extend the prestige of the Dominion.
I am glad to be able to say that we
have now over 700 miles of telegraph
in operation west of Red River.

The amendments made to the laws
relating to elections for the House of
Commons will, I trust, have the result
of obtaining an unbiassed expression

of the opinion of the electors in select-
ing their representatives.

The measures you have passed for
the purpose of securing a careful re-
turn of Criminal, Insolvency, and Rail-
way Statisties will, I doubt not, be of
essential service in promoting impor-
tant objects, as well as in providing
much needed information on each of
these subjects.
Gentlemen of the House Commons:

I thank you for the supplies you
have voted for the Public Service. I
shall not fail to consider the clause you
have attached to the vote for the works
of construction on the Pacific Railway.

I am glad that a wise economy ob-
viated the necessity of imposing any
fresh taxation on the people; and I
trust that increased commercial pros-
perity will justify your confidence in
the future.
lHonourable Gentlemen of the Senate:

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
I regret I am unable to announce

that any further progress has been
made with the arrangements for the
settlement of the compensation to be
paid for our Fisheries, in accordance
with the provisions of the Treaty of
Washington.

I trust that on your return to your
respective homes you may flnd the
promise awaiting you of a prosperous
season, and that your labours out of
Session may be as useful and beneficial
as they have been during your attend-
ance in Parliament.

Then the Honourable the Speaker of
the Senate said:-
Honourable Gentleman of the Senate;

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
It is His Excellency the Governor

General's will and pleasure that this
Parliament be prorogued until Monday,
the twenty-second day of May next, to
be here holden, and this Parliament is
accordingly prorogued until Monday,
the twenty-second day of May next.
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ERRATUM.

In the report of the Debate, in Com-
mittee of Supply, on item 77, $30,000
for pay and maintenance of Dominion
Force in Manitoba, page 722, second
column, and between the third and
fourth paragraphs, the following re-
marks of Hon. Mr. Tupper were acci-
dentally omitted :-

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said the present
Government, by issuing advertisements
to the effeet that those who enlisted
and served for two years wou!d be
entitled to 160 acres of land, and draw-
ing no distinction between those who
enlisted for the first time and those
who rejoined, were guilty of getting
men to serve under false pretences.

Supply. Supply. 722
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The Insolvent Law, 223, 788.
Inland Revenue Laws, 506.
The charges against Judge Loranger,

1122.

BERNIER. Mr.:
Commercial Agencies, 212.

BERTRAM, Mr.:
The Financial Depression, 138.
The Tariff, 634.
The Trent Canal, 755.
Americans fishing in Canadian

Waters, 816.
The Wallace Accounts, 1028.

B[cTAR, Mr.:
Light HoIuse on Bald llead Island,

151.
Presqu'Ile HIarbour, 213.

BLAIN, Mr.:
The Financial Depression, 142.
Property and Civil Rights, 151.
St. Lawrence River I niprovements,

214.
The Budget, 333.
Translation of the Debates, 355.
Pensions to Veterans of1812-15, 768.
Rules of the Hlouse, 905.
Investment Companies, 911.
Sugar Refining luterests, 1025.

BLAKE, lon. Mr.:

Ministerial Changes, 55.
Assistant Inspectors ot'Pen itentiaries

Bill, 64, 188, 241, 360.
Criminal Statisties Bill, 54, 189, 241.
Petition of Rights Bill, 85, 463, 465.
Criminal Law Amendment Act

Amendment Bill, 85, 461.
The Financial Depression, 127, 148.
Refunds of Duties to the Great

Western Railway, 172.
North-West Territories Separation

Bill, 195, 461.
The law relating to Abortion, 206.

Corrupt Practices at Elections.
(More Effectual Inquiry) Bill, 207,,
561, 564.

Corrupt Practices at Elections
(More Elffectual .Administration>
Bill, 209.

British Columbia Fish and Fish Oils,
215.

Salaries of County Court Judges
(Nova Scotia) Bill, 240, 559.

Expenses of Election Trials, 240.
Supreme Court (Further Provision)

Bil, 291, 55e, d83.
Crossing INavigable Waters Bill, 344..
Relief of Distressed Settlers in Mani-

toba, 449, 714.
Criminal Procedure Bill, 530.
Felonies and Misdemeanours Bill, 532
Superannuation Act, 560.
The Member for Two Mountains.

688, 694.
Penitentiaries Estinates, 699.
Library Estimates, 703.
Insolvent Law, 704, 788, 1009, 1115.
Manitoba Subsidy Bill, 710.
The Charlevoix Election, 746.
Criminal Law, 789.
Dominion Elections Act Amendient

Bill (Mr. Taschereau), 789.
W. 1). O'Donoghue, 799.
Retiriing allowances of Superior

Couit Judges (Ontario) Bihl, 819.
The petition againist Judge Lo ranger,

867. 
Z7

Rules of the Hlouse. 908.
Government Deposits in Banks, 920.
Pacifie Railway, 997.
Diocese of luperts' Land. 1010.
Criminal Law Amendment Bill (Mr.

Robinson), 1097.
British North America Act, 1142.
The Liquor Traffie, 1163.
Indian Annuities, 1172.

-BLANCHET, Mr.:

Intercolonial Railway Commîiunrica-
tions, 152.

Translation of the Debates, 355.
Quebec Graving Dock, 431.
Number of Suits brought in tho

Supreme Couri, 506.
Mails in Bellechasse, 603.
The Charlevoix Electioi, 740.
Culling Timber, 831.
Pacifie Railway, 840.
St. Charles and St. Joseph de Lévis

Railway, 857.
The Jesuits Barracks, 863.
British North America Act, 1142.
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Bloomsbury Post Office, 1035.

Boards of' Trade Bill-
1 R., 149; 2 R., 357; 3 R., 782;

Amendment from the Senate,
917.

BORDEN, MIr.:
The Tariff, 654.

BOURASSA, M i. :
Insolvent Law, 788.

BOWELL, Mr.:
The Address, 39.
The Financial Dlepiession, 105.
The Coal Mining Interest, 235.
Translation of the Debates, 290, 344,

346.
The Budget, 428.
The Patent Law, 515.
The Agricultural Interests, 521.
Dominion Notes, 558.
Manitoba Subsidy Bill, 711.
Relief of Manitoba Settlers, 716.
Dominion Force in Manitoba, 723.
Public Buildings, 755.
Government Deposits in Banks, 774,

920.
W. b. O'Donoghue, 813.
Post Otlice Printing, 836.
The Debt of Canada, 915.
The Indian Bil, 927.
The Steel .Rails purehase, 955.
Militia Clothing, 1007.
The Wallace Accouits, 1030.
Officers of the louse, 1035.
Veterans of 1812-15, 1047.
The MIajor-Gener'al's Report, 1093.
Militia Nlatters, 1098.
Immigration Policy, 1107.
Intercoloiiial Railway, Spring Hill

Branch, 1111.
Pacitie Railway, 1133.
British North Arneriea Aet, 1142.
Extra Clerks and Messengers, 1148.
Lending Old Rails, 1151.
Indian Annuities, 1172.

British North America Act-

Res., (Mr. Kirekpatrick), 1141.

Br'itish Columbia-

Subs:dy to - Question, Mr. Banster;
Answer, Hon. Mr. Cartwright, 87.

Biundtiary Line - Question, Mr.
Roscoe; Answer, Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenIzie, 152.

1q

Esquimailt and Nannimo Railway-
Question, Mr. Dewdney; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 533.

Mail Service, 511.
Transporting of Freight and Passen-

gers in connection with the Pacifie
Railway Surveys, 513.

Public Buildings, 759.
Victoria Harbour Dredge, 767.
Victoria Post Office, 768.
Public Reserves and Buildings, 768.
Land Reserves, 768.
Vancouver Island Branch PRail iwa y-

Question, lion. Mr. Tupper;
Answer, lon. Mr. Mackenzie, 840.

County Court Judge for New West-
minster, 915.

Duty on Fish going into the United
Sutes, 1011

Dominion Lands, 1035.
The Carnarvon Settlement - Ques-

tion, Mr. DeCosmos; Answer,
H1on. Mr. Mackenzie, 1121.

The Provincial Debt. 1161.

Branchard, A.:
Question, Mr. Robillard; Answer,

lion. Mr. Blake, 728.
Bras d'Or Lake, 604.
Bras d'Or Lake Light louse, 1011.

BR OOKs, Mr. :
Criminal Statisti's Bil, 525.

BROUSE, M!e.
MIedical Statisties, 192.
The Thousand Islands, 50.
The Tariff, 587.
Veterans of 1812-15, 728.
Sanitary Statistics, 731.
Sabi ath Observance, ý53.

BRowN, Mr.:
The Tariff, -18.
Public Buildings, 756.
The Militia, 1099.

Budget, the-

Question, Sir John Macdonald;
Answer, Hon. Mr. Cartwright, 64.

Question, Hon. Mr. Tupper; Answer,
lion. Mr. Cartwright, 119.

Motion-That the louse go into
Committee of* Supply, (Hon. Mr.
Cartwri'ight), 124.

Debate thereon adjourned, 288.
Debate resumed, 306.
Motion in amendment-
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"Resolved, That this louse in maintaining
the policy adopted by the present and
past Governments in limiting the rate
osfduties upon the importation of these
t'1asses of articles which are produced
in the country, to the extent required
to meet the wants of the revenue,
fully appreciates the national benefits
arising from the degree of protection
to the existing manufacturing indus-
tries of the Dominion afforded under
that system, but observes with regret
that the fluctuations in price, resulting
from the uncertain condition of foreigu
markets, affecting the Canadian mar-
kets, and incapable of being foreseen
by the Canadian manufacturers, ex-
posed our manufacturing interests to
unfair competition, and tbis House,
while now ready to record its approval
of the general policy of the present
Administration, is nevertheless of
opinion, that the said manufacturing
interests deserve the continued foster-
ing care of Parliament, and that the
time has arrived wben the Government
of the Dominion should inform the
Imperial Government that the Parlia-
ment or Canada deems it necessary to
revive some of the features of a former
policy by imposing differential duties ;
and to indicate, further, that in order
to meet the difficulties against which
Canadian manufactures are struggling,
and in the general interests of the
Canadian public, and to bring the
British and foreign manufacturer on
nearer terms of equality in the Cana-
dian market, this House would be
prepared to approve of any measure to
be submitted to them by the Adminis-
tration whereby a rate of not less than
ten per cent. sliould be added to the
existing importation tariff against such
articles of foreign manufacture, of
which the same classes are manufac-
tured in the Dominion by way of
difference to that extent in fïvour of
like classes of productions of the
Mother Country."-Jfr. Irving, 31.

Motion in amendnent to the amend-
ment-

That all words afte r Il that " bc struck
out, and that it be Resolvel, That this
House deeply regrets to learn from
the speech of the Hon. Minister of
Finance on Friday last, that the
Government has not proposed to this
House a policy of protection to our
varions and important manufacturing
industries; and that the large amount
of capital now invested in these
industries, and their present de-
pressed condition, render such a
policy necessary to restore them to a
condition of prosperity. (Ruled out
of order.)-Mr. Workman---318.

Amendment of M. Irving negatived,
341.

BUNSTER, Mr.:
Ministerial Explanations, 62.
The Financial Depression, 128.

The Budget, 375
British Columbia Mail Service, 511.
The Tariff, 639.
Reports of the Chief Engineer, Pa-

cifie Railway Survey, 1874-75, 773.
Pacifie Railway, 898, 988, 1091.
Vancouver Island Telegraph, 1034.
Dominion Lands in British Columbia,

10,5.
Expenditures in the different Pro-

vinces, 1035.

Burlington Bay Fishing Licenses, 916.

BULRPEE, Mr. C. (Sunbury):
Baie Verte Canal, 52, 1143, 1155.
Agricultural Interests, 203.
Pacifie Railway, 895.

BURPEE, Hon. Isaac:
Duties on Locomotives, 514.
Custons Estimates, 697.
Deep Water Terminus, Intercolonial

Railway, St. John, 771.
Hudson and James Bay Imports and

Exports, 773.
Collection of Inland levenue, 823.
The Slate Industry, 860.
Lending of Old Rails, 951.
The Collector of Customs at Moncton,

1118.

CAMERON, lion. M. (Ontario):
The Address, 37.
The Tariff, 656.

CAMERON, Mr. Il. (Victoria):

Criminal Procedure Bill, 527.
Corrupt Practices at Elections (More

Effectual Inquiry) Bill, 562.
Domin ion Elections Act Amendment

Bill, 789.
The Steel Rails Purchase, 974.

CAMERON, Hlon. J. JI. (Cardwell):
Criminal Procedure Bill, 204, 524,

529.
The law relating to Abortion, 204.
Banks and Banking, 223.
Criminal Law, 462.
Petition of Rights Bill, 468.
The. Member for Two Mountains.

653, 687.
The Insolvent Law, 704.
The Li brary Commit tee's Report,724
Insurance Bill, 726.
Petition against Judge Loranger, 807
Rules of the House, 908.
Diocese of' Ruperts Land, 1010.
Extra Clerks, 1148.
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Canals-Reciprocal use of, 224.

Canadian Vessels in American Waters,
1117.

CARMICHAEL, Mr.:

Exemption of Canadian Shipping
from the Operations of the Im-
perial Shipping Bill, 100.

The Coal Mining Interest, 227.
The Tariff, 650.

CARON, Mr.:
Charlevoix Election, 179, 739.
Quebec Citadel, 360.
Quebec Graving Dock, 436.
Seignorial Claims, 728.
Insolvent Law, 1009, 1114.
Quebec Postmaster, 1104.
Halifax Iron Station, 1032.

CARTWRIGHT, lOn, Mr.:
Formal Motion in Supply, 49.
Submits the Estimates, [19.
Riefunds of Duties to the Great

Western Railway Company, 171.
The Budget Speech, 241.
Insolvent Banks, 342.
Reply to Criticisms on the Budget

Speech, 401.
The Tariff, 503, 577.
Dominion Notes Extension Bill, 558.
Official Gazette, 697.
Distressed Manitoba Settlers, 705,

713.
Halifax Penitentiary, 717.
Insurance Bill, 726.
Government Deposits in Banks, 779,

922.
Fishery Estimates; 816.
Excise Expenditures, 830.
Culling Timber, 831.
Post Office Expenditure, 832.
Public Accounts Bil, 904.
Rules of the House, 908.
Investment Companies, 910.
Duties on Petroleum, 940.
Sugar Refining Interests, 1027.
Kingston Military College, 1044.
Veterans of 1812-14, 1046.
The Dawson Route, 1104, 1107.
Supplementary Estimates, 1139.
Militia Drill, 1149.
The Ambrose Shea Claims, 1156.
The Archives, 1172, 1176.

CASEY, Mr.:

Motion for an Address to His Excel-
lency in reply to the Speech from
the Throne, 3.

Agricultural Interests, 187.
British Columbia Mail Service, 511.
The Tariff, 678.
Militia Drill, 1149.

Cascumpique Har bou-
Question, Mr. Perry; Answer, lon.

Mr. Mackenzie, 292.

Cask Marks-Notice of Motion, 366.

CA SGRAIN, Mr.:
Beach Lots on the St. Lawrence, 345.
Supervision of Banks, 431.
Jesuits' Barracks, 864.

CAUCHON, Hon. Mr. :
Debate on the Address, 25.
Ministerial Changes, 55.
Charlevoix Election, 178, 738.
Translation of the Debates, 290.
Quebec Graving Dock, 435.
The Library, 703.
Culling Timber, 831.
Jesuits' Barracks, 862.
Pacific Railway, 1075.
The Official Reports, 1179.

Charlevoix-
Government Surveys, 51.
Inspector of Weights and Measures,

361.
Election of a Member to the Ilouse

of Comnons-

Motion-
c That an Address be presented to His

Excellency the Governor General for
copies of the instructions issued to
Mr. Talbot, one of the employés or
Sub-Inspectors of the Post Office
Department in relation to his visits
to the Electoral District of Charlevoix
during the Dominion Election in the
month of January last.''-Ion. Mr.
Langevin, 175.

Motion-
"That the Honourable Hector Louis Lan-

gevin, the Member representing the
electoral district of Charlevoix in this
House, having stated from his place
in this House that he is credibly in-
formed and believes that he cain esta-
bl:sh by satisfactory evidence that the
Honourable Joseph Edouard Cauchon,
the Member representing in this House
the electoral district of Quebec Centre,
and the President of the Privy Council
of Canada, was instrumental in hiring,
or causing to be hired, a number of
men who are employed in summer as
members of the River Police at Quebec,
and in sending them or causirg them
to be sent to the electoral district of
Charlevoix during the recent election
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of a Member to represent that 'district
in the House of Uommons; and that
the said men were headed or accom-
panied by one Edmund Trudelle, an
officer or employé of the Customs
Department at Quebec, and that the
whole or a large portion of said body
of men were conveyed to said district
in vehicles, the cost of such hire being
charged to the said Honourable Joseph
Edouard Cauchon, who has promised
to pay, or directed or caused the same
to be paid, the said men so headed or
accompanied being sent to said elec-
toral district to interfère illegally in
said election, to diàturb said election,
and thus to deprive the electors or a
portion of the electors of said district
of their freedom as such electors ; and
the said Honourable Joseph Edouard
Cauchon having denied these charges;
it is ordered that the Standing Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections do
enquire into all the circumstances con-
nected with the above charges, with
power to send for persons, papers and
records, and with instructions to report
in full the evidence taken before them,
and the proceedings of said Committee
on the subject "-Ion. 3r. Lanyevin,
737.

Motion in amendment-
"That all the words between ' charge and

enquired' be struck out, and that the
following words be substituted :-' A
Select Committee be appointed to.'
-Mr. Fr che'ne, 738.

Amendnment adopted, and Comnittee
struck, 7417.

CHARLTON, Mi.:
Transportation of Cattle Bill, 150.
Debate on tie Budget, :12.
Obstructions in Niagara River, 446.
Pacific Railvay, 879.
The Wallace Aceounts, 1032.

Chenal Ecarte-

Question, Mr. Stephenson ; Answcr,
lon. Mr. Mackenzie, 505.

CHEVAL, Mr.:
St. Ours Locks, 1011.

Chicoutimii-

Deputy Colector of (Custoîms, 53.

CHRISTIE. 3Mr.:

Sanitarv Statisties. 735.

CHuRtcîi, Mr.:
Hlarbour Impr~ovc e:ents

Scotia, 840.

Christmas Island-

in Nova

Disnissal ofthe Potmaste r, 514, 5-15.

CîIMoN, Mr.:

Deputy Collector of Customs at Chi-
coutimi, 53.

Fog Whistle on the Saguenay, 223.
Beacon Light on the Saguenay, 223.
Quebec Government Railways, 292.
Grant to Quebec Provincial Rail-

ways, 346.
Navigation of the Saguenay, 533.
Buildings on Grosse Isle, 534.
Ports and Harbours of Quebec, 763.
Vaccination of Indians, 914.
Distribution of Public Expenditures,

942.
Fishernen of the St. Lawrence, 1122.

Civil Service Expenditure, 534.

Coal Mining Interest-

Motion-

" That an humble Address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor
General for a Return of the number
of tons of coal imported into Canada
during the past year from the United
States, and for the Correspendence
between the Canadian and the United
States Governments regarding the
removal by the latter of the duty
imposed on coal exported from Ca-
nada to the United States."-Mr.

lachKay, Cape Breton, 224.

COCKBURN, Mr.:

Licensing of Engineers, 359.
Postmasters and Polities, 535.
Pacifie Railway, 1091.

CoLîBy, Mr.:

The Tariff, 474, 640.
Duties on Petroleum, 935.
Insolvent Law, 1009.

Commercial Agencies-
Question, Mr. Bernier: Answer,

lHon. Mr. Cartwright, 212.

CooK, Mr.:

Cullers' Office, Quebec, 218.
Licensing of Engineers Bill, 358.
The Dawson Route, 455, 524.
The Tariff, 48S.
Culling Timber, 832.
Seizure of ]Nets by Indians on the

Georgian Biay, 1032.
Engineers other than on Steamboats,

1121.
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-Corrupt Practices at Elections-

Bill to make provision for more
Effectual Inquiry into, 1 R., 207;
2 R., 561; Consideration in Com-
mittee, 626; 3 R., 695.

Bill to make provision for the more
Effectual Administration of the
Law, 1 R., 209; 2 R, 695 ; 3 R.,
706.

-CoSTIGAN, iMr.:

Indians of New Brunswick, 603,
1040.

W. D. O'Donoghue, 712, 796, 814,
d19.

-Cranbourne Post Office, 533.

Criminal Law-

Bill respecting (Mr. Baby), 1 R., 504;
2 R., 789 (withdrawn.)

Bill to amend, 1 R., 85; 2 R., 461.
Question, Mr. Irving ; Answer, lion.

Mr. Blake, 65.

Criminal Procedure Bill, 1 R., 204;
2 R., 524.

Crimninal Statistics Bill, i Ri., 64;
189 ; Res., 241 ; 3 R., 367.

Crossing Navigable Waters-

2 R,

Bill to make better provisions res-
pecting, 1 R., 344; 2 R., 625; 3
R., 793.

Culbute Canal-
Question, Mr. White (Renfrew);

Answer, lion. Mr. Mackenzie, 212.
Estimated Expenditure on, 1003.

Cullers' Office, 217, 1119.

Culling Timber, 831.

~CUNNINGHAM, Mr.:
Laws respecting Indians, 224.
County Court Judge for New West-

minster, 534, 915.
Pacifie Railway, 898.

-CURRIER, Mr1.:
The Financial Depression, 112.
Cullers' Office, 218.
Sabbath observance, 856.
CanadianVesseis inAmericanWaters,

1117.
The Ottawa Post Office, 1119.
Cullers' Office, 1119.
Pacific Railwav, 1175.

CUTHBERT. Mr.:
Reciprocal use of Canals, 224.

DAOUST, Mr.:

The Member for Two Mountainz,
686.

DAVIES, Mr.:
Exemption of Canadian Shipping

from the operations of the Imperial
Shipping Bill, 97.

The Financial Depression, 122.
Steam communication with the West

Indies, 298.
Winter communication with Prince

Edward Island, 301.
The Budget, 393.
Sub-marine Telegraph, 537.
Winter Navigation of the St. Law-

rence, 544.
St. Peter's Canal, 7S6.
Appointments of the late Govern-

ment before resigning office, 826.
Pacifie Railway, 892.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1027.

Dawson Route, 450, 1047, 1172.

Debt of Canada, 915.

DECOsMoS, Nir.:
The Financial Depression, 124.
Fish and Fish Oils, 214.
Mail Service to British Columbia,

511.
Loss of the " Pacifie," 513.
Transportation of Freight and Pas-

sengers to British Columbia in
connection with the Pacifie Rail-
way Surveys, 513.

The Tariff, 679.
The Indian Bill, 754.
Dredging of Victoria Ilarbour, 767.
Victoria Post Office, 768.
Public Reserves and Buildings, 768.
Lands Reserved in British Columbia,

768.
Pacifie Railway, 873, 1127.
Duties on British Columbia Fish

Exported to the United States,
1011, 1034. #

Railway Lands on Vancouver Island,
1161.

Debt of British Columbia, 1161.
Deck Loads Law, 5.
DELoRME, Mr.:

Veterans of 1812-15, 53.
The Insolvency Law, 212.
Translation of the Debates. 346.
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Desjardins Canal, 1036.

ESJARDINS, Mr.:

Postal Communication near Mont-
real, 212, 838.

Translation of the Debates, 352.
The Member for Bagot (Question of

Privilege), 781.
Complaints regarding Postal Ser-

vice, 913.
Exchange of Property in Quebec,

914.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1018.
Montreal Examining Warehouse,

1158, 1170.

DEVEBER, Mr.:
The " Glendon", 1139.

DEVLIN, Mr.:

Debate on the Address, 32.
Debate on the Budget, 319.
Translation of the Debates, 355.
Submarine Telegraphy, 538.
Corrupt Practices at Elections (More

Effectual Provisions) Bill, 563, 566
Relief of -Distressed Settlers in Mani-

toba, 715.
W. D. O'Donoghue, 801.
Sabbath Observance, 854.
Immigration Poliey of the Govern-

ment, 1108.

DEWDNEY, Mr.:
Pacific Railway Survey, 213.
British Columbia Mail Service, 512.
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway,

533.
The Govern ment Steamer "Sir James

Douglas," 915.
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Telegraph

Line, 1034.
Pacific Railway, 1051.

Diocese of Rupert's Land Bill, 1010.

D.isallowance of Provincial Statutes,
360.

Distribution of Public Expenditures,
942.

Dominion Notes Extension Bill, 1 IR.,
558 ; 2 R. and 3 R. 795.

Dominion Elections Act Amendment
Bill, 1 R., 504; 2 R., 789.

DoMVIL LE, Mr.:

Palmers' Point, 293.
Steam Communication with the West

Indies, 296.
Halifax Station Iron Roof, 431.
The Tariff, 476.
Winter Navigation of the St. Law-

rence, 545.
Intercolonial Railway Terminus at-

St. John, 771.
The " Glendon," 817.
Harbour Impi ovements at St. John,

842.
Damages from Intercolonial Rail-

way, 914.
Government Deposits in Banks, 925.
Old Material Intercolonial Railway,

950.
The Steel Rails Purchase, 976.

Dorchester Election-
Question, Mr. Rouleau; Answer,

Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 905.

Dredging the Miramichi River, 361
Res., 784.

Duties of Postmasters, 293.

Duties on Imported Locomotives, 514.

DYMOND, Mr.:

Fishing Licenses in Lake Simcoe, 50
The Financial Depression, 75.
Criminal Statisties Bill, 192.
Coal Mining Interest, 230.
Extradition of Crirninals, 346.
The Budget, 380.
Sanitary Statisties, 736.
Pacific Railway, 895.
The Steel Rails Purchase, 974.

Elections-

Reports of Judges, 1.

Esquimalt and Nanaimo
Line, 1035.

Telegraphi

Estimates Submitted, 119.

Examination of Witnesses under Oath
Bill (From the Senate), 1179.

Excise Expenditures, 829.

Expenditures in various Provinces.
1035.

Expenses of Election Trials, Res.. 240
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Extension of Criminal Laws to British
Columbia Bill, i R., 652; 2 R. and
3 R., 749.

Extra Clerks and Messengers, 1148.

Extradition of Criminals-

Question, Mr. Dymond; Answer,
lon. Mr. Blake, 346.

FARROW, Mr.:
The Salt Trade, 507.
Duties on Petroleum, 941.

Felonies and Misdemeanours, 513, 526.

Fête d'Obligation, 840.

Financial Agents-

Question, Hon. Mr. Tupper; Answer,
·Hon. Mir. Cartwright, 213.

Financial Depression, the-

Motion for a Committee to inquire
into the causes of (Mr. Mills), 65.

A djourned debate resumed, 103.
Debate again resumed, 119.

Motion in amendment-
That all the words after 1 that' in the

original resolution be struck out and
the following inserted instead thereof:
' That the carly revision of the tariff
is very desirable, and that a revised
tariff discriminating to a greater
degree than the existing tariff in
favor of home industries and manu..
factures, but not unduly stimulating
one section of the country or one
industry against other sections and
industries, would be productive of
great benefit to the whole Dominion."
-fr. DeCosmos, 125.

The amendment of Mr. DeCosmos
having been withdrawn, it was
moved in amendment-
"That the word '1financial ' be struck out

of the resolution, and the words
' manufacturing and commercial ' be
inserted in lieu thereof."-Mr. Blain,
143.

After debate this amendment was

agreed to, 148.
It vas moved in amendment to the

resolution as amended (by Hon.
Mr. Tupper) that the word
" Mining " be inserted, which was
also agreed to, 149.

Fishermen of the North
St. Lawrence, 1122.

Shore of the

Fishery Privileges, 153.

Fishery Estimates, 816.

Fishery Regulations, 817.

Fishing Leases, 912, 1139.

Fishing Licenses-

Lake Simcoe, 50.
Province of Ontario, 363.
Province of Quebec, 364.
Provinces of Nova Scotia and New

Brunswick, 609.
At L'Ilet, 916.
At Burlington Bay, 91e.

FLEMING, Mr.:

The Tariff, 626.
The Indian Bill, 753, 926, 1038.

FLESHER, Mr.:

Pacific Railway, 1136.
Lending Old Rails, 1153.

It was moved in anendment by Hon.
Mr. Mitchell that the word " Ship-
ping " be inserted, which was also
agreed to, 149.

The resolution as amended was then
agreed to, 149.

Engagement of Shorthand Writers
to take down Evidence, 292.

Fire Engines Imported-

Question, Mr. Stephenson ; Answer,
Ion. Mr. Burpee, 213.

FISET, Mr.:
Intercolonial Railway Connections,,

212.
Telegraphic Communication with

the Gulf, 213.
Winter Navigation of the St. Law-

rence, 544.
Valuators on the Intercolonial Rail-

way, 915.
Seigniory Nicolas Rioux, 916.
Section 8, Intercolonial Railway.

1122.
Station at Bie, 1122.

Fish and Fish Oils, Res., 215.
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FLYNN, 1Mr.:

St. Peters Canal, 220, 1005.
Truro and Pictou Railway, 4-42.
Government Dredges, 534.
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total number of newspapers and other
periodicals in each county and city of
Dominion, which have paid postage on
paper 'sent from the office of pubhUca-
tion,' with the total revenue received
therefrom during the three months
ending the 3lst December last-Mr.
Young, 166.

Motion carried, 166

New Westminster County Court Judge,
634.

Nicolas Rioux-Seigniory of, 916.

Noiius, Mr.-

Financial Depression, 103.
The Tariff, 657.
Public Buildings, 756.
Canadian Vessels in American

Waters, 1122.
Welland Canal, 1125.

Northern Railway, 764, 1036.

North-West Council, 729.

North-West Mounted Police, 1146.

North-West Territory Separation Bill,
1 R., 86 ; 2 R., 194 ; Consideration in
Committee, 461; 3 R., 462.

INDEX.

Nova Scotia-
)use, Sehool for Indians-Question, Mr.

Costigan; Answer, Hon. Mr. Laird,
822.

to Harbour Improvements-Questions,
Mr. Church; Answers, lon. Mr.
Mackenzie, 841.

Obstructions in Niagara River, 446.

An- Ocean and River Service, 790.
O'Donoghue, W. D.-

Notice of Motion, 112.
Motion-

"That the House go in Committee of Sup-
ply."-Hon. Mr. Cartwright, 796.

Motion in amendment-
"That the Speaker do not now leave the

Chair, but that. it be resolved that
whereas this House did on the 13th day
of February, 1875, vote an Address to
Her Majesty praying that a full am-
nesty should be granted to all persons
connected with the North-West trou-
ble, for all acts committed by them
during the said troubles, saving only
Louis Riel, A. D. Lepine and W. D.
O'Donoghue, and that a like amnesty
should be granted to L. Riel and A.
D. Lepine, conditional on five years'
banishment from Her Majesty's Do-
minion, thereby excluding W. D.
O'Donoghue from the benefits of such
amnesty-and whereas the said W. D.
O'Donoghue has since written the fol-
lowing letter, &c. In the opinion of
this House the Government should at
one institute a thorough enquiry into
statements contained in said let-
ter, in order that justice may be doue
in the premises."--Kr. Co'stigan, 797.

After debate, the fouse divided, and
the amendment was negatived-
136 votes to 36, 816.

Official Reports, 222, 1179.

Official " Gazette," 293, 396.

Officers of the House, 1035.

Old Rails on Government Roads--
Question, Hon. Mr. Mitchell; An-

swer, H1on. Mr. Mackenzie, 604.

Res.---
"That it is expedient to authorize the Gov-

ernment to make a temporary disposi-
tion of the iron rails as they are re-
moved from the Government Railways
by loaning them to companies con-
structing railways which may be re-
garded as feeders to the Government
Lines, such rails te be returaed weight
for weight to the Goverument stores
at the junction of such lines when
taken up.'-ffon. Mr. Mackenzie, 1139.



On the motion for concurrence in
the foregoing resolution, it was
moved in amendment,-

"That the resolution be notnow concurred
in, but that it be referred back to the
Committee of Whole for the purpose of
amending the same so as to provide
that the iron rails moved from the
Government railways shall be sold to
the highest bidder, after due notice
shall have been given of such intention
to sell the same."-Mr. Bowell, 1153.

Amendment negatived, 1154.

OLIVER, Mr. :

Financial Depression, 112.
Coal-mining Interest, 233.
The Tariff, 483, 659.
Local Legislatures and the Franking

Privilege, 506.
Appropriations to different Pro-

vinces, 765.
Sabbath Observance, 854.
Investment Comp anies, 910.
Boards of Trade Bill, 1035.

Ontario, Lake:
Harbor of Refuge-Question, Mr

Gordon; Answer, Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, 151.

Opening of Parliament, 1.

Ordnance Lands, 720.

ORTON, Mr. :

Financial Depression, 123.
Agricultural Interests, 181, 517, 1166.
The Tariff, 485.
Militia, 1100.

Ottawa Canal:
Question, Mr. White (Renfrew);

Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 64.

Ottawa River Works, 766.

Ottawa Post Office, 1119.

Pacifie Railway:
Connections with - Question, Mr.
Masson ; Answer, Hon. Mr. Mac-

kenzie, 150.
Surveys-Question, Mr. Dewdney;

Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 213.
Telegraph Line, 362, 914.
Question, Mr. Thompson (Cariboo);

Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 431.
Observations respecting by ion. Mr.

Mackenzie, 460.

Cost of carrying Passengers and
Freight to British Columbia, 513.

Reports of 1874-75, 773.
Question, Mr. Kirkpatrick; Answer,

Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 840.

Motion-

"That the House go into Committe of
Supply "-Bon. Mr. Cartwright, 872.

Motion in amendment-

'<That the Speaker do now leave the Chair,
but that it be-

"Resolved, That in 1871 the public faith
and honor of Canada were pledged in
the most solemn manner to British
Columbia, to secure the commence-
ment, simultaneously, within twoyears
from the date of U nion, of the con-
struction of a railway from the Pacific
towards the iocky Mountains, and
from such point as might be selected
east of the Rocky Mountains towards
the Pacific, to connect the seaboard of
British Columbia with the railway sys-
tem of Canada; and further, to secure
the completion of such railway within
ten years from the date of Union.

' That owing to divers causes the con-
struction of the said railway was not
commenced in British Columbia or
elsewhere at the time agreed upon.

"That in 1874 the Government of Canada
applied to British Columbia for, and
afterward secured and accepted,
through the intervention and upon the
recommendation of Her Majesty's
Principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies, an agreement for the re-
laxation of the railway clauses of the
terms of Union; and the public faith
and honour of Canada now stand
pledged to carry the said agreement
respecting the said relaxation f the
railway clause of the termis of Union,
forthwith into operation.

"That notwithstanding the public f Lith
and honour of Canada stand twice
solemnly pledged to construct the
said railway and commence the actual
construction thereof in British
Columbia and elsewhere, and notwith-
standing nearly five years have passed
since the date of Union, and nearly
three years have elapsed from the date
at which Canada agreed first that the
actual construction should be com-
menced, and nearly eighteen months
since she agreed the second time to
commence the construction, yet the
Government have not, up to the pre-
sent moment, commenced the actual
construction of the said railway in the
said Province.

"That, therefore, this House is of the
opinion that the Government should
forthwith promptly commence and
vigorously and continuously prosecute
the work of the actual construction of
the said railway within British Colum-
bia in accordance with its solemn
pledges to that Province."-Mr. De.
Cosmost, 873.
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After debate, the House divided,
when the amendment was nega-
tived--154 votes to 7, 904.

Exposition ofthe Government Policy
by Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 979.

Adjourned Debate resumed, 1051.
Contract, No. 15, 1122.

Motion-
'That item 83 (Pacifie Railway Construc-

tion) be concurred in."-Hon. Mr.
Mackenzie, 1126.

Moved in amendment that there be
added the following words :-

"But while granting this sum this House
desires to record its view, that the ar-
rangements for the construction of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway shall be
such as the resources of the country
will permit, without increasing the
existing rates of taxation."-Mr. Roes,
(Middlesex), 1126.

The House divided, when the motion
of Mr. Ross was carried-149 votes
to 10, 1130.

Motion-
" That item 84 (Pacifie Railway Survey)

be ooncurred in."-Hon. fr. Mackenzie, 1137.

Motion in amendment, That the fol-
lowing words be added to the re-
solution :-

"That while concurring in this vote, this
House desires to record its opinion
that the country is pledged to the con-
struction of the Pacific Railway in
its agreement with British Columbia,
and that it is in accordance with that
agreement and with the public interest
that the surveys be energetically pro-
ceeded with, in order that the con-
struction of the road should be pro-
secuted as rapidly as the resources of
the country will permit without
adding to the burthens of taxation."
-Mr. Pumb, 1137.

The House divided, when the motion
of Mr. Plumb was negatived---89
votes to 36, 1138.

Section stretching from Rat Portage
to Cross Lake, 1174.

Resolution-
" That the Government be authorized to

enter into contracta during the Recess
with parties sending in the lowest
available tenders for the works of
construction of the following portions
of the Canada Pacific Railway, viz :-
From Fort William westward towards
Lac de Mille Lacs and the crossing of
Steel River from Rat Portage to. Cross
Lake."-Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 1175.

« Pacific," Loss of the, 513.

Palmer's Point:
Question, Mr. Domville;

ion. Mr. Smith, 293.
PALMER, Mr.:

Answer,

Compensation to St. John City for
Property appropriated, 293.

Steam Communication with the West
Indies, 296.

Translation of the Debates, 353.
The Tariff, 497.
Corrupt Practices at Elections (more

effectuali Enquiry) Bill, 566.
Shipping Certificates, 606.
Shipping Interests, 619.
Manitoba Subsidy Bill, 710.
Insurance Bill, 727.
Deep Water Terminus for the Inter-

colonial Railway at St. John, 770,
771, 1009.

Insolvent Law, 1008.

Patent Law, the, 306, 515.
Question, Mr. Landerkin; Answer,

Hon. Mr. Blake, 150.

PATERSON, Mr.:
Financial Depression, 109.
Agricultural Interests, 185.
Six Nation Indians, 361.
The Tariff, 646.
The Indian Bill, 750, 869, 926, 1037.
Public Buildings, 755.

PELLETIER, Mr.:
Annual Volunteer Drill, 534.
Free Delivery of Letters, 603.
Charlevoix Election, 740,
Quebec Ice Bridge Bill, 1097.

Pensions to Veterans of 1812-15, 293,
768.

PERRY. Mr.:
larbour of Cascumpique, 29.
Winter Communication with Prince

Edward Island, 299.
Land Purchase Act of 1875, 533.

Petition of Rights Bill, 1 R., 85; 2 &
3 R., 463.

Petroleum, Duty on-
Motion-

"That the House go into Committee of
Supply."-Hon. Mr. Cartwright, 935.

Motion in amendment-
"That the Speaker do not now leave the

Chair, but that it be resolved that it
is expedient to consider the duties im-
posed on imported Petroleum."-Mr.
Colby, 935.



After Debate, the House divided,
and the amendment was negatived
-120 votes to 60, 942.

PICARD, Mr.:

Public opening of the Intercolonial
Railway, 948.

PLATT, Mr.:

Toronto Harbour, 762.
Plimsoll Movement, The-

Motion-
That the House go into Committee

of the Whole to consider the follow-
ing Resolution:-
That in the opinion of this House the

right of Legislation to affect Canadian
ahips and the rights and liabilities of
the owners thereof belong exclusively
to the Parliament of Canada, and that
any Legislation on those subjects by
the Imperial Parliament (except so far
as ma equally affect Canadian ships
with t e s ips of all other countries in
ports of Great Britain, and such as may
affect Imperial interests) would be in-
consistent with such exclusive right of
the Canadian Parliament, and a viola-
tion of responsible Government as
conceded to Canada."-Mr. Palmer,
864.

After debate, motion withdrawn, 867.

PLUMB, Mr. :
Agricultural Interests, 201.
Debate on the Budget, 395.
Dominion Noies Extension Bill, 558.
The Tariff, 657.
Relief of Settlers in Manitoba, 716.
Post Office Receipts and Expendi-

tures, 839.
The Plimsoll Movement, 864.
Pacific Railway, 893, 1078, 1126,

1137.
Rules of the House, 908.
Steel Rails Purchase, 970.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1026.
Wallace Accounts, 1028.
Dawson Route, 1049.
The Militia, 1100.
Winter Communication with Prince

Edward Island, 1150.
Lending old Rails from Government

Roads, 1152.

POPE, Hon. Mr.:

Debate on the Budget, 399.
Relief of Distressed Settlers in Mani-

toba, 447, 449.
Dawson Route, 456.
Agricultural Interests, 519,

Manitoba Subsidy Bill, 711.
The Archives, 717, 1176.
Dominion Force in Manitoba, 723.
W. D. O'Donoghue, 814.
Insolvent Law, 1008.
Wallace Accounts, 1031.
Militia, 1101.
Immigration Policy of the Govern-

ment, 1105.
Pacific Railwav, 1136.
The Official Reports, 1181.

Portage Island, 913.
Question, Hon. Mr.Mitchell; Answer,

Hon. Mr. Smith, 505.

Postmaster of St. Henri, 363.

Postmaster's Salaries, 788.

Postal Irregularities, 532.

Postal Service-Complaints respect-
ing, 913.

Postal Extension, Montreal District-

Question, Mr. Desjardins ; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Huntington, 213.

Post Office Expenditure, 832.

Post Office Printing, 836.

Post Office Receipts and
ments, 839.

Disburse-

PoULIOT, Mr.:
Pacific Railway, 900.
Insolvent Law, 1008.
Militia Drill, 1149.
Fishery Privileges, 1155.
St. Lawrence Fisheries, 1161.

POZER, Mr.:

Reprinting the Statutes, 1012.

Precedence.of Government Measures,
366.

Precedence of Want of Confidence

Motions, 601.

Presqu'Ile Harbour-
Question, Mr. Biggar;

Mr. Mackenzie, 213.
Answer, Hon.

Printing Returns-
Question, Hon. Mr.Mitchell; Answer,

Hon. Mr. Smith, 150.

INDEX. xxi



Prince Edward Island-
Railway Fences-Question, Mr. Mc-

Intyre; Answer, Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, 50.

Winter Communication-Res.-299,
357, 1171.

Telegraph Lines, 840, 1120.
Subsidy and Expenditure, 949.

Private Railways-Governmaent Aid
to, 916.

Privilege-Questions of, 652.

Privy Council Estimates, 430.

Prorogation of Parliament, 1184.

Protection of Life on Harbours, 223.

Public Accounts, The-

Laid on the Table, 52.
Referred to Committee, 118.

Public Buildings, 755, 1006.
Bill respecting, 904.

Quebec City-
Harbour-Question, Mr. Fréchette;

Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 151.
Graving Dock-Question, Mr. Fré-

chette; Answer, Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, 151; Res., 431.

Medical Officers' Boat, 177.
Boats to Lévis, 346.
The Citadel, 360.
Fortifications, 758.
Embellishment of the City, 759.
Ice Bridge Bill, 1 R., 904; 2 R.,

1097 (dropped).
Exchange of Property, 914.
Harbour Commissioners, 926.
Trinity House, Res., 1002.
Postmaster - Question, Mr. Caron;

Answer,~ Hon. Mr. Huntington,
1011.

Quebec Province-
Railways-Question, Mr. Cimon;

Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 292.
Terminus of Provincial Railway-

Question, Mr. Masson; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 345.

Aid to Provincial Railway-Ques-
tion, Mr. Cimon; Answer, Hon.
Mr. Mackenzie, 346.

District Magistrates-Question, Mr.
Taschereau; Answer, Hon. Mr.
Blake, 533.

Piers and Harbours, 763.
Mail Contract, 916.

Railway Returns-
Question, Mr. Irving; Answer, Hon.

Mr. Mackenzie, 151 ; Res., 916.

Railway Freights in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, 912.

Railway Tolls-

Res., 1012.

Railway Lands in the North-West,1001.

Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1 R.,
625 ; 2 R. and 3 R., 748.

Red River Beacon Light, 768.

Registered Letters-
Question, Mr. Little; Answer, Hon.

Mr. Hluntington, 64.

Reprinting the Statutes-
Question, Mr. Pozer; Answer, Hon.

Mr. Blake, 1012.

Retiring Allowances to Judges (Ont.,)
Bill-

1 R., 819; 2 R. and 3 R., 926.

Returns to Addresses, 1011, 1035.

Revenue and Expenditure for 1876, up
to 10th February-

Return Laid on the Table, 239.

Rideau Canal, 1003.

ROBILLARD, Mr.:
Wharfage Charges, 608.
A. Branchard, 728.

RoBINsoN, Mr.:
Pacifie Railway, 1089.
Criminal Law, 1097.

ROBITAILLE, Hon. Mr.:
Submarine Telegraphy, 535.
The " Glendon," 817.
Oyster Cultivation, 818.
Claims of Intercolonial Railway Con-

tractors, 913.
Lending Old Rails from Government

Roads, 1154.

Rýochester's Claim, 916, 1164,
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ROCHESTER, Mr.:
Debate on the Address, 48.
The Financial Depression, 116.
Licensing Engineers, 358.
Debate on the Budget, 390.
Culling Timber, 831.
Lending Old Rails, 1154.
George Rochester's Claims, 1165.

RosCoE, Mr.:

Alaska -and British Columbia Boun-
dary, 152, 1122.

Pacific Railway, 885, 1073.

Ross, Mr. (Prince Edward):
Militia Drill, 1149.

Ross, Mr. (Middlesex):
Postal Irregularities, 513.
Sabbath Observance, 857.
Pacific Railway, 1067, 1126.
The Militia, 1098.
Glencoe Postmaster, 1123.
The Liquor Traffic, 1162.

ROULEAU, Mr.:

Pensions to Veterans residing in
Foreign Countries, 293.

Boats between Quebec and Lévis,
346.

Militiamen of 1812, 364.
Quebec Graving Dock, 432.
Cranbourne Post Office, 533.
Dorchester Mails, 533.
Civil Service Expenditure, 534.
Dorchester Election Writ, 905.
Rules of the House, 906.
Quebec District Mail Contract, 916.
Fishing Licenses in L'Islet, 916.

Royal Albert Bridge Bill, 558.

Rules of the House-

Select Committee to revise, 49.
Consideration of Committee's Report,

905.
Third Reading of Resolutions, 910.

RYAN, Mr..
Manitoba Subsidy Bill, 707.
Treaties with Indians in Manitoba,

821.
Indian Bill, 872.

IRymrL, Mr.:

Debate on the Address, 37.
Agricultural Interests, 523.
Pacific Railway, 884.

Sabbath Observance-
Resolution-

'' 1. That the interest of public morality
and the physical well-being of all
classes of the community alike render
it desirable and necessary that there
should be a strict and uniform obser-
vance of the Lord's Day on all public
works which are under the control of
the Dominion Government.

"2. That in the conduct of the Govern-
ment surveys and explorations, Go-
vernment employés should be enjoined
to abstain from the prosecution of
labour on the Lord's Day.

"3. That in the opinion of this House there
should be an entire closing and cessa-
tion of labour on all canals, railways
and other public works which are
under the control of the Dominion
Government, during the twenty -four
hours comprehended in the ord's
Day-save and except only such ser-
vices as may be of absolute and
unavoidable necessity."-lr. Gordon,
842.

Motion withdrawn, 857.

Saguenay---
Beacon Lights, 212-Question, Mr.

Cimon; Answer, Hon. Mr. Smith.
223.

Fog-whistle-Question, Mr. Cimon;
Answer, Ilon. Mr. Smith, 223.

Navigation of the River---Question,
Mr. Cimon; Answer, Hon. Mr.
Mackenzie, 214.

Salaries of County Court Judges,
(Nova Scotia) Bill, 1 R., 240; 2 R.
and 3 R., 559.

Salt Trade, The-
Res., 507.

Sanitary Statisties, 731.

SCATCHERD Mr.:

Postmasters and Politics, 549.
Precedence of Want of Confidence

Motions, 601.
Corrupt Practices at Elections (more

effectual enquiry) Bill, 695, 696.
Charlevoix Election, 742.
Post Office Printing, 837.
Insolvent Law, 1009.

SCRIVER Mr.:
The Indian Bill, 869.
Duties on Petroleum, 938.

Seigniorial Claims, 728.
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Shea, Mr., Claims of, 363, 1156.

Shipping-
Exemption of Canadian Shipping

from the operations of the Impe-
rial Shipping Bill--R,s., 87;
Certificates, 604.

Imperial Legislation in regard to----
Res. ;-

I That an Address be presonted to Her
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen,
praying thatany legislation affecting
British merchant shipping which
may be adopted by the Imperial Par-
ment should not include in its ope-
ration Canadian tonnage, or if such
legislat[on should be applied to
Canadian tonnage, it should also
include foreign tonnage, in order
that no advantage should be had by
the latter over the former by the
effect of such proposed Imperial
legislation."- Hon. Mr. Mitchell, 611.

Motion in amendment-
"That all words after ' that' be struck

out and the following substituted:-
' The despatch forwarded by the
Government of the Dominion to
Lord Carnarvon, dated the 8th
February, 1876, is approved, and
that the House express a hope that
the views therein contained will be
adopted by the Imperial Parliament
in any legislation affecting the
British Merchant Shipping.' " - Mr.
McLeod, 619.

Debate adjourned, 624.
Resolution and Amendment with-

drawn, 925.
SeHULTZ, Mr.:

Imports and Exports of the North-
West, 364.

Relief of Distressed Manitoba Set-
lers, 447, 473.

Dawson Route, 456, 1048.
Corrupt Practices at Elections (more

effectual enquiry) Bill, 566.
The Indian Bill, 566, 750, 872, 928,

1088.
Manitoba Subsidy Bill, 709.
North-West Council, 729.
Fort Pelly Buildings, 761.
Bed River Beacon Lights, 768.
Hudson and James Bay Imports and

Exports, 772.
Manitoba Roads Bill, 795.
W. D. O'Donoghue, 810, 813.
Treaties with Indians, 819.
Steel Rails Purchase, 977.
Pacifie Railway, 1083.
Militia Force inManitoba, 1095.

SINCLAIR, Mr.:

Winter Communication with Prince
Edward Island, 301.

The Tariff, 486.
Duties on Petroleum, 941.
Prince Edward Island Railway, 949.
Tree Planting in the North-West,

1002.
Pacific Railway, 1136.

"Sir James Douglas," The, 915.

Six Nation Indians, 361.

Siate Industry, Res., 858.

S3rIT, Hon. A. J., (Westmoreland):
Exemption of Canadian Shipping

from the operations of the Imperial
Shipping Bill, 93.

Fishery Privileges, 159.
Glace Bay Ilarbour Master, 506.
Loss of the "Pacifie," 513.
Submarine Telegraphy, 537.
Winter Navigation of the St. Law-

rence, 543.
Shipping Certificates, 604.
Shipping Interests and Imperial

Legislation, 623.
New Brunswick Fisheries, 1155,

1176.

SMITII, Mr., (Peel):
Agrieultural Interests, 202.
Sabbath Observance, 855.
Native Wines, 915.

SMITII, Mr., (Selkirk):
North-West Territories Separation

Bill, 200.
Relief of Manitoba Settlers, 449.
Dawson Route, 456, 1172.
Manitoba Subsidy Bill, 709.
W. D. O'Donoghue, 806, 813.
Indian Bill, 871.
Steel Rails Purchase, 977.
Tree Planting in the North-West,

1003.
Pacific Railway, 1088.
CanadianVessels inAmericanWaters,

1118.
The Mennonites, 1174.

SNIDER, Mr.
The Indian Bill, 753.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1026.

Sorel Custom Hlouse, 1121.

Sorel, Government Property at, 1122.
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IXDEX.

SPEAKER, Mr.-
Election Judges' Reports, 1.
Practice of Introducing Members, 1
Speech from the Throne, 1.
Translation of the Debates-Ruling

on a Point of Order, 289.
Precedence of want of Confidence

Motions-Ruling, 601.
The Member for Two Mountains-

Ruling on a Point of Order, 688,
695.

Salaries and Contingent Expenses,
703.

Library Estimates, 703.
The Petition against Judge Loran-

ger--Ruling on a Point of Order,
867.

Rules of the House, 905.
Extra Clerks, 1148.
Presentation of the Supply Bill to

His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral, 1183.

Speech from the Throne--
Opening of Parliament, 2.
Prorogation of Parliament, 1184.

Standing Committees, 3.
Steam Fire Engines, 737.

Steam Communication with the West
Indie--

lRes. -

"That an humble Address be presented to
His Exceliency the Governor General,
praying that there may be laid before
the House of Comnons a statement
shewing what steps have been taken
by the Government touching the
opening up of regular steam com-
munication between Canada and the
British, Spanish and French West In-
dies, with a copy of the tariff of any of
these islands which may be ln posses-
sion of the Government, with such
other information, if any there be, cal-
culated to increase the interest in,
and promote our valuable commerce
with these prosperous Islands."--Mr.
Young, 293.

Steel Rails Parchase, 362.
Motion-

"That the House go into Committee of
Supply."-Hon. Mr. Cartwright, 955.

Motion in amendment-
"That the Speaker do not now leave the

chair, but that it be resolved, that the
purchase by the Glovernment of 50,000
tons of steel rail , without the previous
consent of Parliament, was an uncon-

stitutional exercise of the Executive
power, and that such purchase was
premature and unwise, and has caused

great pecuniary loss to the country."-Mr. Boive, 56.

After debate, the House divided,
and the amendment was nega-
tived---124 votes to 54, 979.

STEPHENSON, Mr. :

Refunds on Imported Fire Engines,
213.

Chenal Ecarte, 505.
Steani Fire Engines, 737.
ilarbour on Lake Erie, 1034.
Dredging Lake St. Clair, 1123.

STIRTON, Mr.:
Agricultural Interests, 187.
Dawson Route, 455.
Public Buildings, 756.

St. Charles and St. Joseph de Lévis
Railway, 857.

St. Fidèle and St. Siméon Surveys, 51.

St. John City-Compensation to, 293.

St. Lawrence River-
Improvements-Question, Mr. Blain;

Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 214.
Canals, 360.
Fisheries, 1161.

St. Ours Locks-
Question, Mr. Cheval; Answer, Hon.

Mr. Mackenzie, 1011.

St. Peter's Canal, 220, 555, 783, 1004.

St. Vincent do Paul Penitentiary, 1034,
1121.

Submarine Telegraphy, 535.

Sugar Refining Interest, 1018.

Supervision of Banks, 431.

Superannuation Act-
Extension to the Judges and Officers

of the Supreme Court, 560.

Supplementary Estimates, 1139, 1157.

Supply Bill, 1 R., 2 R. and 3 R., 1177;
Presentation to Ris Excellency the
Governor General by Mr. Speaker,
1183.



Supreme Court (Further Provision)
Bill, 1 R., 291; 2 R., 559; Considera-
tion in Committee, 793; 3 R., 869.

Supreme Court-
Question, Mr. Blanchet; Answer,

Hon. Mir. Blake, 506.

Sydney Marine Hospital, 759.

Tariff, The-
Motion-

"That the House go into Committee of
Supply."-on. Mr. Cartwright, 472.

Motion in amendment--
"That all the words after 'that' in the

original motion be struck out and the
following inserted thereof:-'This
House deeply regrets that the Gov-
ernment has not proposed to Parlia-
ment a policy of increased protection
to our various and important manu-
factures, the large amount of capital
now invested therein, and the present
depressed condition of the country
rendering such a policy necessary to
restore them to a condition of pros-
perity.' "-Mr. Workman, 472.

After debate, the House divided,
when the amendment was nega-
tived-119 nays to 64 yeas, 504.

Motion--
" That the House go into Committee of

Supply."-fon. Mr. Mackenzie, 568.

Motion in amendment,-
"That the Speaker do not now leave the

Chair, but that it be resolved that this
House regrets His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General bas flot been advised to
reconmend to Parliament a measure
for the readjustment of the tariff,
which would not only aid in allevia-
ting the stagnation of business deplored
in t he gracious speech from the throne,
but would also a ord fitting encourage-
ment and protection to the struggling
manufactures and industries, as well
as to the rcultural products of the
conatry"-Sr John A. Mtlacdonald,
5713.

After discussion, the debate on the
motion and amendment was
adjourned, 601.

Resumption of the debate on the
motion of the lHon. Mr. Mackenzie,
that the House go into Committee
of Supply, and the motion of Sir
John A. Macdonald in amendment
thereto, 626.

The debate again adjourned, 651.
Resumption of the debate on the

motion ôf the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie,
that the Rouse go into Committee

of Supply, and the motion ýf Sir
John A. Macdonald in amendment
thereto, 654.

Af ter long debate, the House divided,
and the amendment was negatived
-116 nays to 70 yeas, 684.

TASCHEREAU, Mr.:-
The Address, 9.
Dominion Elections Act Amendment

Bill, 504, 789.
District Magistrates of the Province

of Quebec, 533.
The Member for Two Mountains,

652, 686, 689.
Supreme Court, 794.

Telegraphic Extension-
Question, Hon. Mr. Langevin b

Answer, lon. Mr. Smith, 87.

THoMPSON, Mr. (Welland):
Financial Depression, 81.
The Budget, 328.
Duties on Locomotives, 514.
Dominion Notes Extension Bill, 558.
The Tariff, 633.
Steel Rail Purchase, 973.

THoMPSON, Mr. (Haldimand):
Pensions to Veterans, 224.

THOMPSoN, Mr. (Cariboo)4
British Columbia Mail Service, 511.
Loss of the " Pacifie," 513.
Transport of Freight and Passengers

in connection with the Pacifie
Railway Survey, 513.

Dominion Notes Extension Bill, 558.
Pacifie Railway Surveys, 774.
Pacifie Railway, 881, 1080, 1132,

1175.

Thousand Islands, the, 509.

Tonnage Dues, in American Ports,
1122.

Toronto Harbour, 364, 762.

Transportation of Cattle Bill, 1 R.,
150; 2 R, 357; 3 R., 782.

Translation of the Debates-
Report of the Committee, 288, 342,

346, 355.
Question, Mr. Blanchet; Answer,

Mr. Bowell, 505.
Treaty of Washington, 1117.
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TREmAINE, Mr.:
Submarine Telegraphy, 540.
Grand Narrows, N. S., 604.
Bras d'Or Lake, 604.
Bras d'Or Lake Light House, 1004.
Mineral Resources of Cape Breton,

1011.

Trent Canal, 755.

TRow, Mr.:
Dawson Route, 457, 1050, 1172.
Agricultural Interests, 518.
Public Buildings, 756.
Pacifie Railway, 901.

Truro and Pictou Railway, 440, 868.

Trust and Loan Companies, 1179.

TUPPER, Hon. Mr.:
Ministerial Changes, 56.
Financial Depression, 103.
Mails to Ocean Steamers, 152.
Refunds of Duties to Great Wes-

tern Railway Company, 166, 173.
Claims of Hon. Ambrose Shea, 181,

863.
North-West Territories Separation

Bill, 199.
Commission (-f Financial Agents,213.
Coal Mining Týterest, 232.
Debate on the Budget, 262, 408.
Winter Communication with Prince

Edward Island, 303.
Money in the hands of Financial

Agents, 345.
Translation of the Debates, 353.
Montreal Custom House Superannua-

tions, 361.
Mails at Father Point, 363.
Dawson Route, 457.
Petition of Rights Bill, 463, 469.
Dominion Elections Act Amend ment

Bill, 504, 789.
Frames for the Centennial, 534.
Submarine Telegraphy, 536.
Postmasters and Politics, 550.
St. Peter's Canal, 555, 1004.
Corrupt Practices at Elections (more

effectual enquiry) Bill, 561, 565.
Gatineau Boom Contract, 607.
The Tariff, 666.
Official " Gazette," 696.
Department of Customs Estimates,

697.
Penitentiaries, 699.
Library, 703.
Maaitoba Subsidy Bil, 708,

Relief of Distressed Settlers in
Manitoba, 713.

Halifax Penitentiary, 717.
Ordnance Lands, 720.
Dominion Force in Manitoba, 722.
Charlevoix Election, 741, 743.
Wallace River, 754.
Appointments by the late Govern-

ment before their resignation, 824.
Excise Expenditures, 899.
Post Office Expenditures, 832.
Vancouver Island Branch Railway,

840.
Railway Freights in Nova Scotia

and New Brunswick, 912,
Lachine Canal Tenders, 916.
Montreal Custom Hlouse, 916.
Government Deposits in Banks, 917,

922.
Steel Rails Purchase, 967.
Pacifie Railway, 989, 1085, 1087.
Insolvent Law, 1009.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1021.
Kingston IMilitary College, 1046.

Unforeseen Expenses, 823.
Vaccination of Indians, 914.

VAIL, Hon. Mr.:

Debate on the Budget, 427.
Militia and Defence Bill, 625, 748.
Dominion Force in Manitoba, 722.
Veterans of 1812, 224, 728, 1047.
Charlevoix Election, 745.
Post Office Expenditure, 834.
Militia Clothing, 1007.
Kingston Military College, 1044.
Militia Expenditure, 1097, 1101.

Vancouver Island Railway-
Question, Mr. DeCosmos; Answer,

lon. Mr. Mackenzie, 1161.

Veterans of 1812-14--
Address to His Excellency, 53.
Question, Mr. Thompson (Haldi-

mand); Answer, Hon. Mr. Vail,
224.

Question, Mr. Brouse; Answer, Hon.
Mr. Vail, 728.

Question, Mr. Barthe; Answer, Ron.
Mr. Vail, 1011.

Estimates for Pensions, 1046.
Wallace Mail Contract, 913.
Wallace and Malagash Mail Con-

tract, 913.
Wallace River, 755.
Wallace Accounts, 1028.
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WALLACE, Mr. (Norfolk):
Financial Depression, 140.
The Agricultural Interests, 516.
The Tariff, 630.
Wallace Accounts, 1028.
Bloomsbury Post Office, 1035.
Immigration Policy, 1109.
Lending Old Rails, 1153.

Washington Treaty, alleged violation
of, 1033.

Ways and Means-Committee of, 1177.
Weights and Measures---

Question, Mr. Gordon; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 150.

Estimates, 839, 1121.
Weights and Measures Act Amend-

ment Bill (Mr. Oliver), 1 R., 430;
2 R. and 3 R., 925.

Weights and Measures Extension Bill,
1 R., 2 R. and 3 R., 748.

Welland Canal-
Res., 239.
Batimates, 1125.

West Indies-Trade with-
Question, Hon. Mr. Mitchell; An.

swer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, 152.
Steam Communication with, 293.

Wharfage charges, Res., 608.
WmTE, Mr. (Hastings):

The Address, 35.
The Tariff, 656.
Relief of Distressed Settlers in

Manitoba, 715.
W. D. O'Donoghue, 803.
Indian Bill, 931.
Insolvent Law, 1009.
Pacifie Railway, 1135.
Lending old rails, 1152.

WUITE, Mr. (Renfrew):
Culbute Canal, 212.
Cullers' Office, 217, 1119.
Georgian Bay Branch, 431, 840.
The Tariff, 684.
Ottawa River Works, 766.
Appointments of the late Goverù-

ment before their resignation, 828.
Culling Timber, 831.
Post Office Expenditure, 832.
Post Office Appointments, 836.
Pacifie Railway, 1064.
Winter navigation of the St. Law-
rence, 540.

WooD, Mr.:
Financial Depression, 79, 130.

Board of Trade Bill, 149.
Certificates of Masters and Mates,

224.
The Tariff, 662.
Publie Buildings, 756.
Steel Rails Purchase, 973.

,Insolvent Law, 1009.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1023.

WORKMAN, Mr._-
Debate on the Address, 37.
Financial Depression, 73.
Refund of Duties to the Great West-

ern Railway, 169.
Steam Communication with the

West Indies, 298.
Debate on the Budget, 314.
The Tariff, 471.
Sanitary Statisties, 735.
Pacific Railway, 885.
Steel Rails Purchase, 961.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1025.
Lending Old Rails, 1153.

WRIGHT, Mr. (Pontiac)-
The Member for Two Mountains,

694.
Dominion Force in Manitoba, 724.
Ottawa River Works, 767.
Culling Timber, 831.
Georgian Bay Branch Railway, 840.
Pacifie Railway, 1078.
Militia Brigade Majors, 1095,
Cullers Fees, 1119.
Ottawa Post Office, 1119.

YEo, Mr.-
Winter Communication with Prince

Edward Island, 300.
YOUNG, Mr.:

Financial Depression, 70.
Imports from the United States, 102.
Newspapers and Periodicals, 166.
Coal Mining Interests, 239.
Translation of the Debates, 351.
Debate on the Budget, 367.
The Library, 703.
Relief to Distressed Manitoba Set-

tiers, 716.
Insurance Bill, 726.
Bank Statements, 728.
Appropriations to different Pro-

vinces, 766.
Sabbath Observance, 854.
Investment Companies, 910.
Formal Opening, Intercolonial Rail-

way, 948.
Sugar Refining Interest, 1023.
The Menonites, 1173.
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