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SESSION XII.

DIET 1.

St. Paur's Cuurcs, MoNTREAL,
Thursday, July 7th, 1842,
Tue Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in g..04 constitated
connexion with the Church of Scotland, met this day,
according to appointment, and was constituted with prayer

by the Reverend James George, Minister of Scarborough,
Moderator for the preceding year.

Attested Rolls of the several Presbyteries were produced Synod Roll.
by the Clerk of Synod, and the Synod Roll was made up
and read as follows. [An asterisk is prefixed to the names
of the Members who were present in the Synod) :

1. Presbytery of Glengarry.
MINISTERS, ELDERS,

CONGREGATIONS, :

*John McKenzie, A. M. AT ;

Coll. Reg., Abe’rd.,M. ?. ¢ *Hon. John McGillivray Williamstown, f
*Hugh Urquhart, A. M. ’ £

Coll. Reg., Aberd...... Hon. Justice McLean ., Cormwall, %
John Mclsaac, A. M., Glasg............ ekt i Lochiel, #
DA OIAIE oo vooeeconoorcsescnncnces nnr s Indian Lands,
*John McLaurin, A. M.,

e ey s He SRRy MeRsial 1

John Dickey....
Isaac Purkis .

...............................

................................................

—_—

2. Presbytery of Hamilton.
MINISTERS, ELDERS, CONGREGATIONS,

*Robert McGill.......... T A R L e Niagara,
COORER RIS v voa053 5550005000 5080000pncs e Amﬂwy.
James Bmith ..ooiairiiininiiiennnnrmnirnrnd Gauelph,
l\j(aark Y.dSta(r}k,l £ ’I.\ri ++.. William Craigie ....., Dundas and Ancaster.
*Alexander Gale, A. M., ) :

Coll. Mar., Aberd. .. . } Alexander Drysdale .. . Hamilion,
Donald McKenzie ................... Beicnnipes Zorra,
John Bayme ......... Qe bitias SOV €4083ss Galt.
Angus Mackintosh . ........ Vesiiaes YRR I LTC LT Thorold.
DRI o8 V0T 046065444690 656 500 8atns S&rm
William MecKillican ... .... AU PR e isiiibinens St. X
Duncan McMillan ., J
Lot R ROt
g, PSRRI DO N e T

John B

.....................




Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 1842,

Presbytery of Hamilton.—CoNTiNvep.

MINISTERS, ELDERS, CONGREGATIONS,
DIl Bastinal . ooovoivveoideiosions bispeioNene Grimsby.
P TR T e | AR STl oR R o o Aldboro’,
R R i e T T G S R S e et Fergus.
' Ordinary Meetings—held at Hamilton—on the second Wednesday in
January, May, and October.

The Rev. Marx Y. STiRk, Presbytery Clerk,
3. Presbytery of Quebec.

MINiSTERS. ELDERS, CONGREGATIONS.
John Clugston ,.....cuu... Joun Munn ......... ««St. John's, Quehec.
*John Cook, D. D, Glasg. . .John Thomson ........ St. Andrew's Quebec.
*John McMorine ......... David Mathieson...... Melbourne,
James Geggie .....oi0u00 ‘William Brown ....... Valcartier,

MINISTERS,

The Rev. yames Geaais, Presbytery Clerk,

4. Presbytery of Bathurst.

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS,

#John Cruikshank, A. M.,
Coll. Reg., Aberd. ..... ; Hon, Thos. McKay ...Bytown.

ERRURARE B8 WRMIOR s s v on0snsossnonesbrisssntine Perth.
William McAllister .. covvivins’doivee bodoeh s dvs Lanark.
Lo E T RS e R R T R e ov o o s Beckwith,
SRR F—, A. M., ¥ Russell Bartlett ....... Smith's Falls,
William Bell ..... PR Donald McDonald ....Perth.
*William Smart «voovvua, John McCrady........ Brockville.
*Robert Boyd, A, M., Glasg. Robert Campbell ...... Prescott,
John Gemmell ............ George Easton ........ Lanark.
#Joseph Anderson, A. M., South Gower

GIASE. +vrunsirnnsan, €500 0t s es s iniinanas )
*Alexander Mann, A, M. Ay

Coll. Reg., Aberd. ..... ¢John Robertson ....... P@m. am,
R R R R R R P PN Richmond.

The Rev. Tuomas C. WiLson, Presbylery Clerk.
5. Presbmr;l Kingston.
MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.

*John Machar, A. M. e :

Coll. Reg,, y oo e }Wlllmm Fergusson .. . .Kingston.
*James Ketchan ,......... Peter Graham ........ Belleville.,
John M. Roger, A. M. }

Coll, Mar,, Aberd, ... € terrertiniiiinii, o« « Peterboro’ and Cavan,
Thomas Alexander ....... Andrew Jeffery ....... Cobourg.
Archibald Colquhoun ................ .gummmaomlm
Henry Gordon UoViit ¢ o o 8 80l S G20 da s ananoque,
Robe?t R ST DAy Seymour.
‘William Reid ............ Robert Johnston....... Grafton and Colborne,
SUOE TIOBEIE o 4ir e d¥id 0 005 0 ¢ 6365881490908 T South Cavan, g
ST TR « ¢ Govatonih s .92 016 80 581 < A8 £ 4 ¢ A 440 0ite Demorestville and Hillier,
WHHam FINAIRY <6 o vo0 e seaaessnossosncsnssens Fyredericksburgh,
Thos, Liddell, D, D., Edin., Principal and Professor :

OF MAVIMIRY Gcaie ot s ¢5505 55 10 s buavine sissses Queen’s College, Kingston.
*Peter C. Campbell, A. M., Edin.,, Professor of '
Classion] TEAMIN oo oocorvanescssncesssns Queen's College, Kingston.

The Rev, WiLLiam Reip, Presbytery Clerk..

Minutes

—_

MINIST

Peter Fergu:
William Rit
+James Geo;
Peter McNa
*William T,

Edin. ....
Thomas Joh
John Tawse,

Mar.,, Abe;
George Gall
Alexander L
James Lamb:
John McMuz

Ordinary N
May, Aagust

MINISTE

~ *Henry Essor

Coll. Mar.,
*Alexr, Math
Glasg. ....

- *Edward Blac

Andrean ..
Duncan Moo
William Maij
*Walter Roac
‘W. Montgome
*John Taylor
*James Ander
*James C, Mu
*Thos. McPh

Coll. Reg., J
*David Blac
*William Sim
David Shanks
*John Marlin .
*Emile Lapell
*Thomas Hen:
*Henry Taylo:

-------------

Presbyter




al, 1842,

GATIONS,

ednesday in
tery Clerk.

GATIONS.
uehec.

' Quebec.,
tery Clerk.

IATIONS,

ery Clerk.

ATIONS,

Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 1842. 7

WAL : =
6. Presbytery of Toronto.
MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
iiam Rinioul, A, M, } Ephraim Steen .. .... .. Streetsville,
*Andrew Bell, ........... +Edward W. Thomson . . Tvronto Township,
Peter Ferguson ....... +es.John Bums ........... Esquesing,
RO TOOIED 404« o« o0 ash o o 5oh oo dotidns st onns Newmarket,
+James George .........., Andrew Telfer......., Scarboro’,
Peter McNaughton ......,, Donald Cameron....., Vaughan.

----------
----------------

TR e adiniend SOOI T T I A King.

George Galloway ........, John Canning . « » o« Markham,

Alexander Lewis ............,....... v+« « Momo,

SRR o+ 0042000t sernenunano s e Pickering and Whily.
John McMurchy . ......... Hugh Steele .. ......., West Gunllimbury.

Ordinary Meetings—held at Toronto—on the third Tuesday in February,
May, Aagust, and N ovember, at three o’clock, P, M.

The Rev, ANDREW BeLv, Presbytery Clerk:

7. Presbyter_y_ot Montreal.
MINISTERS, ELDERS, CONGREGATIONS,
~ 4 A. M. ;
%«?1?1&2?,” Aberd, ..., § *Thomas Blackwood .. St Gabriel’s, Monirea,
*Alexr. Mathieson, D, D,,

AR ... *Hugh Brodie ..... «««St. Andrew’s, Montreal,
'Eg: ;:gafla(:k: D D' L RTIQUN BN L. St. Paul's, Montreal,
Duncan Moody ............... A wud ke s e s h Dundee.

WA Ml o0 L e T et e Chatham.
*Walter Roach, ........... *James Lang ......... Beauharnois.
W. Montgomery Walker ........,........oeennn, Huntingdon,
STORY TRPBOE s ¢33 e e vevacnosssnosyssr g iroatne Lackine,
*James Anderson ...,...., Jobn Graham .....,.., Ormestown.
SRR EBIE. o von s cumrivnit o« 2ok, s e s+ eveee . Georgetown,
*Téxg]s]. %:5 }‘th):?é A.M, } John Ainslie .......... Beech Ridge.
DRSS Baek .. 5 0 et s i St. Therese,
b o ) fodan Cowan’s Mills,
BN BN oo oo cocronace .- onen o, ue St. Eustache,
*John Marlin............... v o Ve SV IETRTRE Hemmingsford.
SERNE BAROIINNS x40 v viduonn . - nuass oms cninonsn | French Cong'n Montreal,
v el ey S Lachute,
CRINRY TR o c- it uivecness sin, DR 000104 4 Missisquoi.
........ Hetessssitistsissiesiiiinninaii e on oo o Laprairie.

The Rev. WaLter Roacn, Preshytery Clerk.

SYNOD RoOrL-1842,
Prabyury of Glengary «v «v .. os o0 o0 7 Ministers,
'000000000:{ Hae:;giaoz 8 80 20 00 00 b 17 cesevses
Sesencsennes Qucbgc $0 0% s e e e 4 cooee os
LA AL L N TN Bamur“ 86 8% 04 00 20 e 12 LA LN
LA AL LN N King“on % 20 20 00 8e e ls LA LR LR TN
Stssvnenany Toronlo 8 806 40 00 00 e 13 cevvenee
Shesn v MM‘GI L R N T TR T ) ]8 LA N Y

84  Ministers.
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Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 1842.

The Synod :proceeded to the election of a Moderator

Moderatorchosen ¢y the ensuing year, when the Reverend Henry Esson,
' Minister of St. Gabriel Street Church, Montreal, was

Documents given
in by late
Moderator.

unanimously chosen, and at the Synod’s desire took the
Chair.

The Minutes of last Session of Synod, and of the Com-
mission of Synod, were read.

Mr. George reported arrangements for special religious
exercises during the present Session, which were amended
and adopted, and the order of business and devotional
exercises was agreed on,

The following documents were given in by Mr. George,
viz :=I. Answer of His Excellency the Governor General
to Synod’'s Address at last Session, and acknowledgement
by His Kxcellency of Synod’s memorial and petition in
regard to Sabbath desecration, and use of the Holy Scrip-
tures in schools. II. Despatch signifying Her Majesty’s
gracious reception of the Synod’s petition in behalf of the
rights of the Church of Scotland. III. Letter from the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland to the Pres-
byterian Churches in the Colonies. IV. Letter from the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States to the Synod. V. Copy of Resolutions passed by
the General Assembly in the United States, in regard to the
present contendings of the Church of Scotland, and the
commemoration of the Second Centenary of the West-
minster Assembly, VI. Various Communications from
Government Office respecting the appropriation of the
proceeds of the Clergy Reserves, under the Imperial Act;
the Charter of Queen’s College, and the claim for a Theo-
logical Professorship in King’s College in connexion with
the Synod, as also in regard to allowance to Presbyterian
Clergy for services to the Military., VII. Communication
from Government Office, requiring list of Ministers enjoying
Government allowance, with Moderator’s reply. VIIL
Letter of Moderator, respecting the application of Govern-
ment allowance in case of the death or removal of Ministers,
with reply of His Excellency the Governor General, - IX.
Communication from Government Office respecting the
appointment of Commissioners by the Synod, for the distri-
bution of the Clergy Reserve Fund, &c., under the Imperial
Act. X. Letter of Moderator to Colonial Commuttee of
General Assembly, soliciting farther aid in behalf of
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the satisfaction they derive from the affectio
interesting letters received from the Parent Ch
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States,~—and their cordial desire t
correspondence with these and other Churches. The Synod
appointed the following members a Commit ——
correspondence of the Synod with other Ch ted.

instructions to report their views generally on {
a3 also, on the course which the Synod. ought

Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 1842.

unendowed Ministers. XI. Letter of Moderator to the
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in Irelund, soliciting aid in behalf of unendowed
Ministers,

The foregoing documents were read. No's. I. and 1L
were ordered to be kept in refentis. No's. IIL, 1IV., V.,

VI, VIL, VIII, IX., X., were referred to a Committee
for the arrangement of business,

Comuiittees were named for Bills and Overtures—for Oommistons
revising Records of Presbyteries—for Synod Accounts, &¢, named.

Leave was granted to Presbyteries to meet in Montreal,
duriug the Session of Synod.

Adjourned till to-morrow at ten o'clock, A. M,—~it being Adjournment.
intimated by the Moderator, that the Synod Sermon will be
preached this evening at seven o’clock.
A AR ANt
DIET 11,

St. Pavr’y Crurcs, MonTrEAL,
Friday, July 8th, 1342,
TuE Synod met and was constituted, Divine Service was
conducted by the Reverend George Romanes. The Minutes
of yesterday’s diet were read ;=and, it was ordered to be
recorded, that the Reverend James George, Moderator of Synod Sermon,

Synod for last year, preached before the Synod yesterday,
from John i. 18.

The Report of the Committee for Bills ané Overtures and » sport of

the Arrangement of Buiiness, was called for, read, and Sommittee of
received.

Bills, &e.

On a motion, the Synod unanimously resolved, to record

nate and
urch, and

0 maintain

tee on the Committee on
urches, with appoin

this matter,

to pursue, in

regard to the commemoration of the Second Centenary of Centenary of

the Westminster Assembly, and to draft o letter in reply to v "
B

ssembly,
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Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 1842.

that of the General Assembly of the United States, viz t=
Mr. Robert McGill, Convener, Doctor Mathieson, Mr.
' John Machar, Mr. James George, and Mr. Robert Boyd,

Ministers, and Mr. John Bruce, Ruling Elder.
S On a motion, the Synod appointed the following members

mitfee on 2 :
temporalitis & Committee to take into consideration all matters before the
N— Synod, respecting the temporalities of the Chureh,—and
especially the documents given in by the late. Moderator,
marked VI., VIL, VIil, IX. and X., viz:~Mr., William
Rintoul, Convener, Doctor Cook, Mr, Hugh Urquhart, Mr.
John Cruikshank, Mr. George Romanes, and Mr. Robert
Boyd, Ministers, and Mr. Thomas Blackwood, and Mr.
Hugh Brodie, Ruling Elders.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee
Overtare respoet- of Bills and Overtures, an Overture signed by several

ing admission of

Principaland  members of the Synod,—~¢That every Professor in Queen’s
Professors of

Sussa’s Oallege College, Kingston, being an ordained Minister of this Church,

Presbyteryand  shall be a constituent: member of the Presbytery of

g Kingston, and as such, entitled to sit in all meetings of
Synod.” The Overture having been considered, it was
moved by Dr. Mathieson, and geconded by Dr. Cook,—~That
the Bynod ordain in terms of the Overture. It was also
moyed by Mr, Rintoul, and seconded by Mr, McGill,~That
the Principal of Queen’s College, andthe Professor of
Divinity therein—when he is distinct from the Principal,
shall be ex-officio Members of the Presbytery within whose
bounds the College is situated, and of this Synod ; and that
the Senate of Queen’s College be, and hereby are authorized,
to commission a Minister or Elder to represent them in
Presbytery and Synod. After reasoning, the vote was
called for, and taken,—when the first motion was carried by
a large majority. The Reverend P. C. Campbell, Professor
of Classical Literature in Queen’s College,—being present,
~~then took his seat in Synod, on the invitation of the
Moderator.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee
2:;3,':,'," °  of Bills and Overtures, an Overture from the Presbytery of
Bathurst, respecting the due observance of the Law' of

the Church, in regard to the public administration of the
Ordinance ‘of Baptism—and the necessity of enjoining uni-
formity in the public dispensation of this Sacrament, on all
Presbyteries and individual Ministers. * This 'Overtare,
having been read and' considered, was referred to a

{‘j.,.‘".:‘.’..":.‘ Committee, to prepare a minute on the subject thereof.
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———
The Synod had transmitted to thom, by their Committes ki B
of Bills and Overtures', a scl?eme for the more effectual ;;'Ll’m‘% pa £
temporal support of Missionaries ; drawn up by Mr. John petition from g
Brace, Ruling Elder, which was referred to the Standing o froms womed
Committee on Home Missions, A petition from the Presby. Committes.
terians of Belmont, respecting their religious destitutionic

also transmitted and referred to the Committee on Home

Missions.

The Synod had transmitted to them by their Committee Reference from

for Bills and Overtures, a reference from the Presbytery of r,n':{,z’ -
Hamilton, for advice respecting the

subject of a petition
addressed to them by Mr. Alexander Ross, formerly Minister u;. A. Ross.

at Aldborough, praying for the removal of the act of
suspension formerly passed against him, by direction of B
the Synod, and his restoration to the exercise of the 2
Ministry. - Parties being called, Mr, Gale appeared, and was :
heard for the Presbytery of Hamilton. The reference and
petition, together with various certificates from the Kirk
Session of Aldborough, and several Ministers, testifying in
favourable terms, as to Mr. Ross’ deportment, were road,—
it was thereupon moved, secouded, and unanimously agreed
to,~That the Synod, having considered the reference from
the Presbytery of Hamilton, in the case of Mr, Alexander g"'e:::":'“

Ross, and having heard with satisfaction the various fi

avour- : I8
able statements and testimonialg adduced in regard to hig i
deportment—instruct the p

resbytery of Hamilton to deal
shall see meet,—and authorize

a Minister of the Gospel—before the next meeting of Synod, \
should they find it expediéent to do so,

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee Reference from
of Bills and Overtures, a reférence from the Presbytery of sm ton, -
Hamilton, for advice in the case of Mr. J. F, A, 8. Fayette Mr. J. Fayete. o
—an applicant for admission as a probationer within thejr 44
bounds. The reference, with relative documents, having f
been read,—it appeared that Mr. Fayette had been admitted
to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, by the College of the
Western Reserve, Ohio, and licensed as u preacher of ‘{he
Gospel by the Presbytery of Cleaveland i that he possesses
a satisfactory Presbyterial certificate, upto the date of hig
leaving the bounds of the Presbytery of Cleaveland; oy
Canada,~—where he has now regided, for nearly three yoars,
within the bounds of the Ptesbytery of Hamilton




Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 18432.
)
maintaining, so far as is known to that Presbytery, an
irreproachable character, and that he is now taking the
" necessary steps to obtain an Act of the Provincial Legisla-
ture for his naturalization. The Synod appointed the
Cofersd 2% following Members a Committee to consider the case of
LIr. Fayette, and any similar cases that may be brought
up by Presbyteries, during the present Session, viz.:—
Professor Campbell, Convener, Mr, James C. Muir, Mr.

John McMorine, and Mr. Walter Roach,
Report on The Synod next called for the Report of the Committee to
Ministers stipends congider the means employed for raising Ministers stipends.
'The Report was given in by Doctor Cook, the Convener,

illofme:_to_ and read,—and after reasoning, was referred to the Home
jon g " . . .
Committee. Mission Committee. The Committee was authorised to

print such portions of the Report as they may see meet for
the use of Members. Doctor Cook and Mr. Bruce were
Vote of thanks to &dded to the Home Mission Committee. On motion by Mr.
ok Urquhart, seconded by Mr. McGill, and unanimously agreed
to, the thanks of the Synod were given to Doctor Cook and
the Committee for the valuable Report submitted by them.

TN On a motion, the Synod unanimously resolved to present
Queen. an Address to Her Majesty the Queen, and appointed
Doctor Mathieson to draft the same.

Address to On a motion, the Synod unanimously resolved to present
Govemor Genertl o Address to His Excellency the Governor General, and
appointed Mr. George Romanes to draft the same.

The Moderator intimated, that according to arrangement,
an address would be delivered this evening by the Rev. Mr.
George, on the best modes of Missionary labour in the
more recent and destitute settlements in this country.

Adjournment. The Synod adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o’clock, 4, m.

DIET 11I.

St. Paur’s Cauorcr, MONTREAL,
Saturday, July 9th, 1842,

The Synod met and was constituted. Devotional exercises

were conducted by the Reverend Joseph Anderson The

Minutes of yesterday’s Dict were read. The Hon. John

McGillivray, Ruling Elder, appeared and took his seat. It

Address on Mis- wag ordered to be recorded, that an address was delivered
".:.“35‘:."‘“:..7" last evening by the Rev. James George, on the best modes
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of Missionary labour in the more recent and destitute
settlements in this country.  On a motion by Mr. Mann, Voteof thanks to
seconded by Mr. Evans, and unanimously agreed to, the M George.
thanks of the Synod were given to Mr. George for the
highly interesting and able address delivered by him last
evening, with a request that he would prepare his address
for publication,

The Synod called for the Report of the Presbytery of
Bathurst, on the Overture referred to them as a Committee Report on with-
of a former Session of Synod, respecting the withdrawing f..'zg',:f.?rﬁ,mh
of Church Members, and their reception into communion by
other bodies without certificate. Mr. John Cruikshank
reported verbally for the Presbytery, and after reasoning, g““‘l"'i"‘;_
the Synod agreed that the Committee be discharged.

The Synod next took up the Reports of Presbyteries on
the scheme of Ordinary Presbyterial Visitations. Reports Reports on Pres-
by the Presbyteries of Hamilton, Quebec, Bathurst, Kings- Pyterial visitation
ton, Toronto, and Montreal, were given in and read. After
long reasoning, the Synod appointed the following Members
a Committee to prepare an Act on the subject of Presbyterial
Visitations for the consideration of the Synod, viz:—Mr.
Robert McGill, Mr. William Rintoul, Doctor Mathieson
and Mr. Alexander Gale.

The Synod called for the Report of the Home Mission
Committee. An interim Report was given in by Mr. Gale, jjomim roport of
the Convener, and read, whereupon it was ordered, that all Committee.
Reports and Documents connected with the business of the
Home Mission Committee, be given in to the Convener
forthwith—and that the consideration of that Report be
deferred till Tuesday next.

The Synod then called for the Report of the Committee Report o Synod
on the Synod Library, as to the transference of the books Um-
and fands to Queen’s College. Mr, Andrew Bell reported
verbally, and it was ordered that the books and funds
belonging to the Library be transferred forthwith by the
Committeo to Queen’s College, as formerly directed.

The Synod next called for the drafts of an Act of Incor- pop, of set of
poration, and of a Constitution for Churches, ordered to be o lomies ops
prepared at iast Session of Synod, and the same were given Churches.
in by Professor Campbell, and read. Professor Campbell
and George Malloch, Esquire, Barrister, who, at the request
of the Synod, assisted in the preparation of the drafts,
were heard in explanation of the same, Thereafter, on a
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Judge Malloch.
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gnnu for Church
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Deliverance

Reference from

Mr. Colquhoun.

motion by Doctor Cook, seconded by Doctor Mathigson,
and unanimously agreed to, the thanks of the Synod were
' given to, Professor Campbell and Mr. Malloch, for the
efficient manner in which they have discharged the duty
entrusted to them. It was ordered that the printed copies
of the drafts provided by the Committee, be distributed
among the Members of Synod, and that the.consideration
thereof be resumed on Monday next, at one o'clock, ».m.

The Synod had read the Reports of Presbyteries on
the expediency of grants of money from the Colonial Com-
mittee of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,
for the building of Churches in the Colonies, and the
following deliverance théreon was unanimously agreed to :
The Synod find that the majority of the Presbyteries are
of opinion that in the present condition of the fands at the
disposal of the Colonial Committee of the General Assembly,
and the urgent necessity existing for the extension of Mis-
sionary labour in the Colonies, the application of these funds
to church building is inexpedient. ' The Clerk was insteucted
to communicate a copy of this deliverance to the Secretary
of the Colonial Committee of the General Assembly.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee
of Bills and Overtures, a reference from the Presbytery of
Kingston, for advice in the case of the Rev. Archibald
Colquhoun, Minister at Otonabee and Dummer, The refer-
ence having been read, and parties heard, the Synod remitted
the case to the Presbytery of Kingston, with instructions
for their guidance therein.

-

The Convener of the Committee, to whom the Overture

Injosction res. 0N the public administration of Baptism was referred, pre-

Ty

sented a Report, which was read and received. Whereupon
it was moved, seconded, and, after reasoning, agreed to,—
That the Synod renew, as they hereby do, their injunction to
Presbyteries, fo see that the laws of the Church, in regard
to the public administration of the Sacrament of Baptism,
be duly observed throughout their respective bounds.

The Committee appointed to draft an Act on the Visita-

:fe(t {u visitation tion. of Churches, presented a draft, which was read and

considered, = After long.reasoning, the draft was variously

amended, and, on the votes being taken, adopted by a large
majority, as follows :

Minutes

The Rep
Visitations,
that & maje
scheme of ¢
circumstanc:
and necessx
discipline, a
Ecclesiastict
acquire a m
individual co
attained, the
this Church
Ordinary Me
Synod, one
respective b
congregation
they are res
given by the
Visitation is
congregation
to meet with
to inspect tl
discharge of ¢
congregations
Sabbath Scho
young, and ot
of annual cor
to obtain ans
Statistical Sc
mation in reg
duties have b
by the Synod
or Visitors gl
interests of c

and in conjune
the state of r
the Presbytor
at the meetin,
of Synod, su
specified, toget
to the Synod a

Mr. Roman
Excellency the
and adopted, a.



al, 1842

Mathieson,
Synod were
ch, for the
d ‘the duty
nted copies
distributed
nsideration
clock, ». M.

byteries on
lonial Com-
f Scotland,
8, and the
agreed to :
yyteries are
unds at the
| Assembly,
on of Mis-
these funds
s instracted
' ‘Secretary
mbly.

Committee
esbytery of

Archibald
The refer-
d remitted
nstructions

e Overture
erred, pre-
Vhereupon
rreed to,—
junction to
, in regard
{ Baptism,
ds.

the Visita,

read and
) variously
by a large

Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 1842,

The Reports from Presbyteries, on Ordinary Presbyterial

Visitations, having been called for and read, the Synod find
that a majority of the Presbyteries are adverse to any
scheme of ordinary Presbyterial Visitation in the present
circumstances . . this church,—~but inasmuch as it is desirable
and necessucy, in order to the better administration of our
discipline, and to a greater unity of operation in our
Ecclesiastical measures that Presbyteries and the Synod
acquire a more perfect knowledge of the state of every
individual congreation under our care than has hitherto been
attained, the Synod authorise and enjoin the Preshyteries of
this Church severally,—to appaint annually, at their first
Ordinary Meeting after the Ordinary Annual Session of the
Synod, one or two of their members as Visitors for their
respective, bounds,—~whose duty it shall be to visit every
congregation under. the care of the Presbytery by whom
they are respectively appointed, due notice having been
given by the Visitor, or Visitors, of the time when such
Visitation is to be held in each congregation ; to address
congregations on the relative duties of pastor and people ;
to meet with the Session,—deacons, trustees, or managers;
to inspect their records, to enquire generally as to ‘the
discharge of duties by the office-bearers and members of the
congregations, and in particular to ascertain the state of
Sabbath Schools and classes for the spiritual training of the
young, and other modes of pastoral agency—and the amount
of annual contributions for Home and Foreign Missions ;
to obtain answers on the various points embodied in the
Statistical Schedule ; to direct attention and obtain infor-
mation in regard to all matters respecting which special
duties have been devolved on Sessions and Congregations
by the Synod or Presbytery ; to give counsel as the Visitor
or Visitors shall see cause in any matter affecting ‘the
interests of congregations that may be referred to them,
and in conjunction with the Minister to prepare a Report on
the state of religion in each congregation, to be laid before
the Presbytery of the bounds for their deliverance thereon
at the meeting thereof next preceding the Annual Session
of Synod, such Report including all particulars above
specified, together with said deliverance, to be transmitted
to the Synod along with the Records of the Presbytery.

Mr. Romanes presented the draft of an Address to His

9 \ddress b0 1w
Excellency the Governor General—whick was read, amended Bxcellency the

Go
and adopted, and ordered to be engrossed for the signature o

e ———




Minutes of the Synod at Montreal, 1842,

Devotional
exercises.

Various docu-
ments referred to
Committee on
Temporalities.
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of the Moderator,—(See Appendiz for the Address. ) The
Synod appointed the members of the Presbytery of Quebec

. 88 a deputation to present the Address to His Excellency

the Governor General,

Adjourned till seven o'clock, ». m. The Synod met at
seven o’clock, p. m., and, according to previous arrangements,
was for some time engaged in devotional exercises, which
were conducted by the Reverend Messrs. Machar, McMorine
and Campbell. Thereafter the Synod proceeded to business.
An Overture from the Presbytery of Toronto, in regard to
the condition of the unendowed Ministcrs of the Syncd : a
Memorial from the Trustees of St. Andrew’s Church,
Toronto, respecting the future disposal of the Government
allowance, heretofore enjoyed by the Ministers of that
Church : and a Memorial from the Elders and Trustees of
the Congregation of Osnabruck, respecting the Government
dllowance heretofore enjoyed by Mr. Lyle ; transmitted to
the Synod by the Committee of Bills ahd Overtures—were
read and referred to the Committee on Temporalities,

A letter addressed to the Synod by the Honourable
William Morris, was read. s

On a motion, it was ordered that the Committee of Bills
and Overtures meet on Monday, at 11 o’cock, a. M.

Adjourned till Monday, at twelve o’clock, noon.
DIET 1V.

St. Pavr’s Caurcr, MoNTREAL,
.Monday, July 11th, 1842,

Tae Synod met and was constitutad. The devotional
exercises were conducted by the Reverend James Anderson.
The Reverend E. Lapelletrie, Minister, and Mr. Jamrs
Lang, Ruling Elder, appeared and took their seats in Synrd,
The minutes of Saturday’s Diet were read. The Synod
resumed consideration of the Draft of a Constitution for
Churches. The same was read clause by clause—maturely
considered, and variously amended.

It was then moved, seconded, and agreed to,~that the

- draft of a Constitution for Churches, as now amended by

the Synod, be transmitted to the Presbyteries,—in order that
they may consider the same, and report their observations
thereon to the Synod at next session.
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On a motion, it was ordered, that the amended draft of a
Constitution for Churches, be printed under the direction of
the Clerk,-and a copy thereof furnished to each Memnber of
Synod.

The Synod then resumed consideration of the draft of a prap of e
Bill to provide for the management of the temporalities of poralicies Bill
the Church, and several clauses were read and amended,

On a motion, it was agreed, that the farther consideration
of the draft be deferred tll to-morrow evening,
Adjourned till to-morrow, at 9

ClO(‘]\', A. M, Adjournment.

DIET v,
ST. Pavr's C

HURCH, Mo.\"ml-:u,,
T'uesday, July 12th, 1842,
The Synod et and Was constituted. The devotional
exercises were conducted by Reverend John Marline, The
Minutes of yesterday's Diet were read,
The Synod called for the Re
appointed to superintend the French Protestant Mission jp Mission.

Canada East, which was given in and read by the Convener,
the Reverend Doctor Mathieson,

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed to,
that the Synod approve of the Report on the French Mission
generally ; re-appoint the Members of the Presbytery of Committee
Montreal a Committee to conduct the farther operations of ™PPoiated.
the Mission, Doctor Mathieson to be Convener ; authorise
the Committee to carry into effect the suggestions contained
in the Report as they shall find expedient, and to cause the
Report, or such portions thereof as they may deem fit, to be
printed for general circulation. The thanks of the Synod
were given to Dr, Mathieson and the Committee for the
diligence, zeal and prudence with which they have hitherto
conducted this interesting and important enterprize,

On a motion to that effect,
collection to be made in all th

port of the Committee Report on French

the Synod appointed.an annual Annual céllection
€ congregations of this Church #ppointed.

in aid of the French Protestant Mission—and enjoined that

an early collection for it be made in those congregations in

Which this has been omitted for the past year,

The Synod next called for the Report of the Committee Rt o
appointed to examine the references from Presbyteries Q‘“dz:'t;"&t
respecting Students for the Holy Ministry and Candidates License.

c
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for License, and the same was given in by the Convener,
Professor Campbell, read and received. After reasoning, the
Synod adopted the following resolutions, viz. 1=

1. That the case of Mr. Fayette be entrusted to the
Preshytery of Hamilton, to dispose of it as they shall see fit.

2. That Mr. William Bain, Teacher of St. Andrew's
School, Quebec, who has been studying for upwards of two
years, under the Presbyteries of Glengary and Quebec, be
permitted to enter the Divinity Hall in Queen’s College on
condition of his attending also the Literary and Philosophical
Classes, as he may be directed by the College Senate ; and
that any Presbytery be permitted to take him on trials for
license, on his producing evidence of having attended the
Hall during three Sessions.

8. That the Presbytery of Bathurst be permitted to take
M., J. Corbett on trials for license, on his producing evidence
of having attended one Session at Queen’s College, studying
such branches, in addition to Divinity, as may be enjoined by
the Senate.

4, That Mr, Peter Gray be permitted to continue his
studies under the Presbytery of Bathurst for two years ; to
be then admitted, if found prepared, to the Divinity Hall ;
but that during his attendance at the Hall he shall attend
the Literary and Philosophical Classes, under the direction
of the Senate.

5. That Mr. John Davidson, who has attended two years
at the Divinity Hall in Glasgow College, be admissible to
trials for license by any Presbytery, on producing evidence
of having attended one Session at the Divinity Classes in

Queen’s College. -

6. That Mr. Thomas Henning and Mr. Alexander
Wallace be permitted to enter the Divinity Hall after one
year’s attendance on the Literary and Philosophical Classes
at Queen’s College, under the direction of the Senate.

7. That all the above-mentioned Students, before being
taken on trials, be required to conform to the regulation of
last year with respect to examination before the Synod.

8. That Presbyteries be enjoined to take such steps as to
them may seem meet for the establishment of Bursaries at
Queen’s College for deserving Students for the Ministry.
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The Synod then called for the Report of the Committee"nemn b
on Temporalities, which was given in by the Convener, Mr, Temporalities.
William Rintoul, —read and received. In accordance with a Nine i
2 . Commissioners
recommendation thereof, the S ynod proceeded to the election under Imperial
of nine Commissioners as required by the Act of the Imperial 5 3
Parliament, III, and IV, Reg. Vie. Cap. LXXVIII;—
whereupon the following individuals were duly nominated,
elected and appointed as Commissioners under the said Act,
in behalf of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada
in connexion with the Church of Scotland, namely :—The
Reverend Thomas Liddell, D.D., Principal of Queen’s Col-
lege and University at Kingston; The Reverend Alexander
Mathieson, D.D., Minister of St. Andrew’s Church at
Montreal; The Reverend John Machar, Minister at Kings-
ton; The Reyv. Hugh Urquhart, Minister at Cornwall ; The
Reverend Peter C, Campbell, Professor of the Greek and
Latin Languages in Queen’s College and University at
Kingston ; The Honourable John Hamilton, of Kingston ;
James Morris, Esq., of Brockville; John Mowat, Esq.,

Merchant at Kingston, and John Smith, Esq., Merchant at
Montreal,

A series of Resolutions was then unenimously adopted
in connexion with the Report of the Committee on Tem-

poralities;—to be communicated by the Clerk to the Com-
missioners,

The Synod next called for the Report of the Committee Report on Rules,
appointed to prepare rules for the ordering of business, and &c.
for securing uniformity and correctness in the manner of
keeping and revising records—which was given by the Con-
vener, Mr. Andrew Bell, and read. The Synod approved of
the report generally ;—and in particular, as to the suggestion *pproved.
contained therein as to the compilations—from the standard
authorities on the government, discipline, and worship of
the Church,—of & book of forms and directions, adapted to
the circumstances of the Church in this country je— .
re-appointed the committee, with instructions to carry this ﬁ":,‘,',’,’“;&
suggestion into execution as soon as possiblé, and, when
completed, to submit their compilation to the Commission, or
to the Synod, at next Session.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Report on Home
Home Missions,—which was given in by the Convener, My, Misions
Gale, snd resd. The Synod approved of thcroport,udofm;.m
the operations of the Committee generally—re-appointed re-appointed.
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the same, and added the Rev. James George and the Rev.
, Jamés Lambie to the Committee. And, in particular, the
Synod approved of the suggestions issued by the Committee
in October last, and enjoined Presbyteries to proceed with all
diligence in carrying them into effect, in so far as
circumstances will permit, both as to the arrangement of the
Missionary ground, within their respective bounds, into
Missionary stations and districts, as detailed in said
suggestions, and as to the establishment of Home Missionary
Associations in each of the organized congregations under
their care—authorizing the Home Mission Committee to
correspond with Presbyteries, in regard to their procedure
in this matter, and to communicate such farther suggestions
as may from time to time occur,—and to require from
-Presbyteries such information as may seem to them necessary
fer the more effectual working out of the scheme. The
Synod farther agreed to record their regret, that several
Presbyteries had failed to furnish to the Home Mission
Comnmittee, the returns and statements required by the act of
Synod at last Session ; and that, in consequence, a synopsis
of Home Missionary operations, throughout the bounds of
the Synod, is not submitted—enjoined the Presbyteries which
have failed in this respect, to transmit forthwith to the
Convener of the Committee, their answers to the queries
issued by that Committee, with such other statements as they
may be able to draw up, respecting the religious destitution
within' their bounds—and authorized the Committee to
prepare and publish the synopsis as originally eontemplated,
and renewed the injunctions to Presbyteries to furnish similar
returns and statements to the Mission Committee, as directed
at last Session, in order that the Synod may have submitted
to them, at next Session, a full view of ‘the religious
destitution and Missionary operations throughout their
bounds. The Synod, in view of the distressing insufficiency

of Missionary labour, authorize and instruct the Committee -

to apply their utmost efforts to obtain a more adequate
supply, and for this purposs to avail themselves of the services
of the Rev. John Bayne, of Galt, in such manner as they
may find practicable and expedient. The Synod referred to
the Committee the docurgent prepared by Mr. Bruce,
respecting the support of Missionaries/~and instracted the
Committee to collect information, and mature their views,
in regard to the obtaining of manses, glebes, and schools, in
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connection with the organized congregations of the Church
—and te report on this and other matters entrusted to them,
at the next Session of Synod.

On a motion, after reasoni 12, it was resolved,—That it Endriolini
be an instruction to the Visitors, who may be appointed by Visitors.
Presbyteries in terms of a preceding act of Synod, to use
their utmost exertions to stir up the congregations they
respectively visit—so that every communicant, and such
adherents as may choose to do s0, may be induced to
contribute something according to their means, towards o
general Synodical fund for the suppor{ of the Gospel, to be
applied in aid of the weaker congregations of the Church—
and that the contributions for this object be obtained in the
manner suggested by the Home Mission Committee—and
that in the preparation of their Statistical Reports, the
Visitors avail themselves of the third section of said sug-
gestions,—and farther, that they shall forward to the
Convener of the Home Mission Comunittee, stitements of
the religious destitution passing under their observation,
and of the success of their efforts in promoting the estab-
lishment of ‘the proposed fund,—(See Appendiz for copy
of suggestions issued by Home Mission Commiltee. )

On a motion, the Memorial from Belmont, was ordered Beimont
to be transmitted to the Presbytery of Kingston, and wag Memorial.
recommended to their favourable consideration.

The Synod had transmitted to them by their Committee Ovedbie
of Bills and Overtures, an Overture respecting the estab- 'Rf:’::;::'.l
lishment of a Religious Newspaper—and the same having Newspaper.
been read and considered, the following resolutiohi was
unanimously adopted :—That the Synod having had brought
under their consideration, the subject of a Religious News-
paper, express their unanimous conviction of the great
importance of such a vehicle of Christian instruction and
information,—and while the Synod do not feel themselves
warranted directly to originate such an undertaking, they
do yet earnestly recommend to the Members of the Court
from Montreal, together with the Ministers of Quebec,
to form themselves into an: association with such other
Members of the Church, as they ‘see fit to associate with
them, for commencing and carrying on the same,~fully
confiding in their zeal and discretion to call a competent
editor, and to ‘make all necessary arrangements: for the
efficient management of the paper. . And farther, the Synod
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recommend the Office-bearers and Members of the Church

, generally, to give, as they severally can, all countenance

and assistance to these brethren in the prosecution of this
important undertaking.

The Synod called for the reports of the Committees
appointed to revise the records of Prebyteries,—and the same
were given in, read and received. It was ordered that the
records of the Presbytery of Glengary be attested cum nota,
—and that the records of the Presbyteries of Hamilton,
Quebec, Bathufst, Kingston, Toronto and Montreal, be
attested in the usual form. It was further ordered that the
records of the original Presbytery of Quebec, be attested up
to the period of the division of that Presbytery ; and that
said record remain in the cusiody of the Presbytery of
Montreal—open to the. inspection of the Presbytery of
Quebec.

On a motion, the Synod resolved—That the attention of
the several Congregations of this Church be directed to a
clausein the Royal Charter of Queen’s College, respecting
the nomination by them, of persons eligible in succession as
Trustees of said College, which will now come into operation,
and ought to be acted upon before the next meeting of
Synod. The clause is as follows :—~% Each Congregation
admitted on the Roll of the said Synod, and in regular con-
vention therewith, shall, at a meeting to be specially called
fror the pulpit, for that purpose, in every third year, nominate
one fit and discreet person, being a member in full communion
with the said Church as eligible to fill the office of Trustee of
the said College ; and, the persons’ names so nominated,
being duly intimated by the several congregations, to the
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, in such form as the said
Board may direct, shall be enrolled by the said Board, and
constitute the list from which lay Trustees shall be chosen,
to fill the vacancies occurring at the Board during each year,”

The Synod then called for the Report of the Committee
on Correspondence with other Churches,—which was given
in by the Convener, Mr. McGill,—read and received. “Aftet
deliberation, the Synod approved of the suggestions con-
tained in the Report generally ; appointed a Standing Com-
mittee for Correspondence with other Churches, and re‘arred
to them the Report with the documents accompanying it,
authorising and instructing them to prepare forthwith, for
the signature of the Moderator, and in accordance with the
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teror thereof, letters to be transmitted by the Moderator Lettom b ke
to the following Churches, viz.,—to the Colonial Committee transmitted,
of the General Assembly of the Parent Church of Scotland ;

to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

Ireland ; to the Synod of the Presbyterian Church in
England ; to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States ; to the General Synod of the

Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North America ; and

to the Synod of the Associate Reformed Church of the

State of New-York, The following members constitate

the Standing Committee of Correspondence, viz.,—the ——
Moderator, Doctor Mathieson, Mr. Robert McGill, Mr. Commitiee of
William Rintoul, Mr. James George, Mr. Robert Boyd and Comesondence
Professor Campbell.

In accordance with a recommendation of the Report on
Correspondence with other Churches, the Synod appointed
the Rev. John Cook, D, D., and John Thomson, Esquire,
Ruling Elder, as a Deputation of this Synod, to attend the
next meeting of the Synod of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, and to invite a Deputation of that Synod to be
Present at the next Annual Session of this Synod.

In accordance with farther recommendations of the

Report, the Synod unanimously adopted the following
resolutions, viz, ;= ;

1. That the Synod, having derived great satisfaction and geyoiutions
profit from their Correspondence with other Churches, and :g:l;:;‘;n‘:;;n e
being persuaded that the maintenance and extension of such
Correspondence is conducive to the best interests of the
Christian Church, resolve that it be continued on their part
annually ; and in order that this may be accomplished with ;,..n. orretters to
due care and regularity, instract the Committee of Corres- pent iy
pondence to prepare drafts of Letters to the before-named
Churches, to be submitted to the Synod at its next Session.

2. That the Synod, continuing to cherish the senti- Chureh of
ments recorded by them during last Session respecting the Scotland.
struggle which the Parent Church is at present maintaining
against the encroachments of the Civil power, and cordially
concurring in the great principles asserted in the resolutions
passed by the Commission of the General Assembly, at
their meeting held on the 25th of August, 1841, and com-
municated to this Synod, instruct the Committee of Corres-
pondence to give unequivocal expression to the views of the
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Commemoration
of Second
Centenary of
Westminster
Assenibly.

T RERE T TR S

Committee on
Centenary.

Synod in this respect in the letter which is now to be
transmitted to the Colonial Commiitee of the General

' Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

3. That at a time like the present, when there is so
much reason to apprehend an alarming defection from the
principles and doctrines of the true Protestant faith, on the
part of many who have hitherto “held a place among the
Churches of the Reformation, this Synod judge that the
Presbyterian Church is epecially called upon to bear a
distinct and united testimony in behalf of these principles
and doctrines, to defend them from the numerous misrep-
resentations which are daily heaped upon them, and to set
forth their conformity with the oracles of God : and farther,
as the meeting of the A isembly of Divines ut Westminster
forms a memorable era in the history of the Reformation,
and the Second Centennial Anniversary of that Assembly is
approaching, the Synod receives with the utmost satisfaction
the resolutions on that subject transmitted by the General
Assembly of the United States, judges the occasion most
appropriate for a full, simultaneous exposition and vindica-
tion of the principles and doctrines of the Reformation as
held by the Presbyterian Church, and appoints the first day
of July, 1843, for the commemoration of the said Anniver-
sary of the Westminster Assembly, and enjoins on all its
Ministers and Sessions to make suitable preparation for its
solemn and religious observance, and that Ministers shall so
frame their discourses to the occasion, that gratitude to God
for the blessings of the Reformation may be awakened, and
the Church aroused to a proper feeling of its obligation to
promote this grand work : and farther, that this Synod shall
at all times be ready to unite with the different branches of
the Protestant fumily in testifying against the heresies and
corruptions of the Romish Apostacy, and in earnest prayer
to God that he may be pleased to restore the Church to truth
and purity, that everywhere throughout the world she may
become a faithful witness for the Glory of His Name.

On a motion, the Synod, with reference to the third
resolution now passed by them, appointed the following
members a Committee to prepare and publish an Address to
the Office-bearers and Members of this Church, on the
subject of the contemplated commemoration, conveying
therein such suggestions as they may deem necessary for
the suitable improvement of the occasion : and farther, to
invite the co-operation, in this matter, of such other Bodies
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e ——
in this Province as acknowledge the standards agreed

upon by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster,wviz, :

Principal Liddell, Mr. John Machar, Mr. Robert McGill

and Mr. William Rintoul, Ministers, and the Honourable

John McDonald, the Honourable Thomas McKay, and
Willam Fergusson, Esquire, Ruling Elders.

Adjourned till seyen o'clock, P, m.; at which hour the
Synod resumed, i

The Synod called for the draft of an Addre
Majesty the Queen, which was given in by Doctor
read, amended and adopted, und ordered 1o be en
the signature of the Moderator,
instructed to transmit the Address
Queen to His Excellency the
request that His Excellency will be pleased to cause it to
be laid before Her Mujesty,—.(See Appendizx. )

The Synod next called for the Report of the Committee
on Psalmody, which was given in by the Convener, Mr,
McGill, and rexd ; after long reasoning, it was moved by
Doctor Mathieson, seconded by Mr. George, and agreed to
without a vote,~that inasmuch as no Correspondence has
been had by the Committee with the Parent Church on the
subject entrusted to them, the Synod take no farther pro.
ceedings in the matter for the present, The Committee
was accordingly discharged,

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee

of Bills and Overtures, o Petition from the Presbytery of ,'f.i'.'.'.',‘,’,? ?rr [ 5
Bathurst, for leave to divide themselves into two Presby- Presbytery of
teries—the one to comprehend the townships now under the Bathurst
pastoral charge of Messrs. Cruickshank, Evans, Smith and

Mann, and the township of Ramso.y—together with the

county of Russell, presently within the bounds of the
Presbytery of Glengary, as also the townships on the north

side of the Ottawa, commencing with the township of
Buckingham, and extending upwards so as to include that of

Mansfield, and the nev; iy sarveyed townships adjoining—

this Presbytery to be named the Presbytery of Bytown, and

to have Bytown as its seat : the other to comprehehend

the remaining portion of the bounds of the Presbytery of

Bathurst, and to remain in other respects as it is at present

ss to Her Address,
Mathieson,
grossed for
The Moderator was
to Her Majesty the
Governor General, with a

in regard to the petition, it was Deliveraos
moved, seconded and agreed to, that the particulars specifieq thereon-
0




Minutes of the Synod at Montreal; 1842.

therein be entered in the minutes ; and that the Presbytery

. of Bathurst be authorized to make the proposed division, in

Overtures to be
transmitted to
Presbyteries.

Report on Synod
Fund. ’

terms thereof, whenever they deem it expedient to;do so.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee
of Bills and Overtures, an Overture respecting the adminis-
tration of Church Discipline : and, an Overture respecting
the instruction of Catechumens, and their admission to the
fellowship of the Church, and, the same having been read
and considered—it was, on a motion, agrced, that these
Overtures be transmitted to Presbyteries, in order that
they may report their views thereon to the Synod at next

Session.

The Synod next called for the report of the Com-
mittee on the Synod Fund, which was given in by Mr.
Bruce, read and received. The Treasurer was instructed
to furnish Presbytery Clerks with statements of the arrears
due to the fund, by the Congregations within their respective
bounds, and enjoined them to use diligence in the collection
of the same, and to remit to the T'reasurer as soon as possible.
It was ordered that the accounts as examined and now
presented by the Committee be paid by the Treasurer ; and
that half the travelling expenses of members attending the
meeting of Synod be paid, in the case of those Congregations
which have duly contribated to the Synod Fund. ' (The
Treasurer will transmit a separate printed statement of the

Synod Fund Accounts to each Congregation.)

The Synod then resumed consideration of the draft of a
bill, to provide for the management of the temporalities in
Congregations, and thereafter appointed the following mem-
bers as & Committee, with authonty to take the necessary
steps for obtaining the sanction of the Legislature to the
game, viz. :—Mr. John Machar, Convener, Principal Liddell,
Doctor Mathieson, Mr. Alexander Gale, and Professor
Campbell ; the Hon. John McDonald, the Hon. Thomas
McKay, and Edward W, Thomson, Esquire.

The Synod appointed ‘the following members as their

Commiseioners to watch over the general interests of the
Church, and for conducting such business as has been

devolved on the Commission, during the present Sessiony

viz, :
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Mr. Hengy Esson, Moderator ; and,
Mr. Avrexanpes Gavg, Clerk of Synod.

AND FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF GLENGARY:
John McKenzie,

Hon. John McGillivray,
Hugh Urquhart,—Ministers,

Hon. Justice McLean,—Elders,

FROM THE PRESBYTERY oF HAMILTON
Robert McGill,
Mark Y, Stark,
William Meldrum,
William King,— Ministers,

William Craigie,
Alexander Drysdale,— Elders,

FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF QUEBEC:

John Clugston, John Munn,
John Cook, D, D.,—Ministers, John Thomson,— Elders,

FROM THE PRESBYTERY oF BATHURST;
John Cruikshank,
Thomas C, Wilson,
William Bell,

Robert Boyd,—Ministers,

Hon. Thomas McKay,
John McCrady,— Elders,

FROM THE PRESBYTERY oy EKINGSTON:
John Machar,
James Ketchan,
John M. Roger,
Thomas Liddell, D. D,
Peter C, Campbell,—Ministers,

William Fe rgusson,
Andrew Jeffrey,
Robert Johnston,— Elders,

FROM THE PRESBYTERY oy TORO
William Rintoul,
Andrew Bell,
James George,
William T, Leach,
James Lambie,— Ministers,

NTo:
Ephraim Steen,

Edward W, Thomson,
John Burns,— Eiders,

FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF IONTRBAL;

Alexander Mathieson, D, D, Thomas Black
Edward Black, D, D, Hugh Brodie,
Walter Roach, John Bruce,

James C, Muir,— Ministers, James Lang,— Elders,

The Commission was appointed to meet to-morrow, at

nine o’clock, a, w,, in St, Paul’s Church, and thereafter by
adjournment ag they may see fit,

wood,
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The Synod appointed their next Session to be holden in
the City of Toronto, and within St. Andrew’s Church there,
von the first Thursday in July, 1843, at 12 o’clock) noon.

After an address by the Moderator, the Synod concluded
with prayer, praise, and the Apostolic benediction,
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(L]
ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN.

'To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty.
MosT Gracious Sovereren :

Your Majesty’s Most loyal and dutiful Subjects, the Ministers

f the Presbyterian Church of Canada in Connection with the
Church of Scotland, gladly embrace this opportunity of our annual
Synodical Meeting to renew the expression of our devoted attachment to
Your Majesty’s Royal Person and Government.

The late atrocious attempt against your Majesty’s life, a life so precious

people, has aroused a universal feeling of indignation

i inions, while its

unanimous feeling

of devoutest gratitude to Almighty God, for His merciful deliverance of
your Majesty from so imminent a danger.

The auspicious birth of a Prince to perpetuate the Protestant succession,
and to continue in the firm possession of the sceptre of this mighty Empire,
that illustrious line from which your Majesty is descended, and under whose

beneficent sway, our country has risen to an unparalleled height of glory
an%prosperity, affords us a new and delightful occasion of pious thankfulness
to

od, and of heartfelt sympathy with your Mafesty in this accession to

your Majesty’s domestic felicity, and to the stabi ity of your Throne.

We rejoice that in this important Province of the British Empire, the
inestimable blessings of peace, prosperity and contentment, have ha pily
alamities of civil war and hostile invasions by which we
were recently afflicted ; and, deeply sensible how much we owe our
deliverance from these evils, and our present cheering prospects, to your
Majesty’s wise, magnanimous and beneficent rule, we earnestly pray that
it may please the Supreme Disposer of events to strengthen and maintain
the bond which unites us with the Parent State, as the best security, under
His Providence, of our peace and prosperity.

And while we offer up our united thanksgivings, to the Almighty Ruler
of nations for all the distinguished blessings with which it hath hitherto
pleased Him graciously to crown your Majesty's life and reign, we pray
that of His abundant grace He would enrich your Majesty’s heart, and
the hearts of your Ministers and People with the spirit and the principles
of Religion pure and undefiled, by which alone thrones are establis ed
and nations exalted,

At Montreal, this twelfth day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and forty-two, in hame, presence, and by appointment of the
3]

ynod.
HENRY ESSON.
Moderalor.

P

Al B Bt

R 1

e e S e A WA s tpar
Shash

-




APPENDIX,

(I1.]

ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL.

T'o His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir Cuarigs Bagor, G. C. B,,
One of Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, Governor
General of British North America, and Captain General and
Governor-in-Chief in and over the Provinces of Canada, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward, and
Vice Admiral of the sume, . §c. gec.

May 11 PrEase Your Excerrexcy :

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada. in Sypod assembled, approach your Excellency to express our
respectful congratulations on your assuming the Government of these

Provinces, and our most sincere wishes for your personal happiness and
the success of your administration.

We rejoice in the peace and tranquillity which now, so happily prevail
in this part of the British Empire, in the abundant plenty with which a
kind Providence has blessed our land, and in the increasing improvement
of this vast and beautiful Province : and we earnestly hope that all classes
of the community, laying aside party animosities and cultivating the
virtues of loyaity, contentment, and peaceful industry, will unite their
efforts for the promotion of the public welfare.

As Ministers of the Gospel of Christ, it will be, as it always has been
an endeavour to plant in the minds of our people, those principles of piety
and heavenly wisdom from which alone true virtue can spring, and which
therefore, afford the only sure guarantee for social peace and order—for
national prosperity and happiness.

The great number, and rapid increase of the Presbyterian population of
this country, and their firm attachment to the institutions of their Church,
create a deep anxiety, on our part, to extend to them the means of religious
instruction, ut present so inadequate to their wants,~and, we may venture

to add, constitute a powerful claim to the countenance and protection of
the Government of this Province,

It will ever be our fervent prayer, that God, the giver of all good, may
enrich you with every blessing, guide you with wisdom from on high
direct and prosper all your measures, and confer upon you an eternal and
unfading crown.

Signed—In name, presence, and by appointment of the Synod, at
Montreal, this ninth day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and forty-two.

HENRY ESSON,
Moderator,
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Letter from the General Assembly to the

Preshyterian Churches in the
British Colonies, in Connection with the Church of Scotland,
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But, while we decline all authoritative jurisdiction over the Colonial
Presbyterian Churches, we can never cease,to cherish the warmest interest
in their welfare ; and we consider ourselves authorized—as our Christian
sympathies may prompt, or as their circumstances may require—to address
to them the words of counsel and exhortation, of encouragement or reproof’
and when offered in the spirit of love, we feel assureg that they will be
received in the same spirit.

To the Ministers of the Gospel, then, we would at present address our-
selves. We appreciate, to the fullest extent, the zeal that prompted you, as
individuals, to forego the many comforts and blessings of home, for the pur-

ose of carrying the glad tidings of salvation to your countrymen in distant
lpmxds. We sympathize with you in the difficulties and privations to which
many of youaresubjected ; and we regret that the pecuniary remureration
for your sacrifices and services is, in many instances, inadequate to your
reasonable comforts and necessities, But, believing that it was not for the
sake of temporal advantage that you dedicated yourselves to the service
of your Master, we trust that you are not left without the experience,
that godliness is profitable unto all things. And be assured, that the more
entirely you divest yourselves of all undue anxieties in regard to your
temporal condition, the more unreservedly you consecrate the whale tenor
of your life, and direct the whole current of your thoughts to the work of
your Heavenly Father, the more you will experience that God is not
unrighteons to forget your labour of love. In your toilsome Sabbath
journeys from church to church, to afford to all among whom your lot is
cast on opportunity of gathering themselves together for public worship,
in your weekly rounds of visitation to the.members of your flock, widely
spread in a population of many denominations, or in the thinly scattered
hovels of the wilderness, on the borders of savage tribes, or mixed up:with
the outcasts of gociety, more savage than they—in journeyings often in
perils by your own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, i perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils among false bretheren,—in these
abundant labours you will still find much to support and to cheer you.
“The servant is not greater than his master ;” and, in your self-sacrificing
efforts, you encrease your resemblance to the master to whom youn have
devoted yourselves; nay, in your toils and privations, you have the privilége
of filling up the sufferirigs of Christ for his body’s sake, that is, his Chureh,
Even in this world, you will in no wise lose your reward. Your labour of
love will call forth a return of grateful feeling among your people ; and in
the cordial welcome that greets your approach, in the kindness manifested
to your person, in the readiness with which, to their power, and beyond
their power, they minister to you of their scanty substance ; in'these or in
other blessings that the Father of lights will bestow, you will acknowledge
that, for all that you have surrendered, you receive even in this present life,
“manifold more.” And then, in the world to come, you have souls for
your hire. Your labours, however little recognized in the history of men,
have been recorded in heaven ; and you will be prepared to partake of the
joy of the Saviour himself, in seeing of the travail of his soul and being
satisfied. To each individual among you, then, we would urge upon you
the remembrance of the duties, responsibilities, and privileges of  the
Gospel ministry, and of the great object for which you received your
ordine .. from us. Preach the Gospel ; be instant in season and out of
season ; and at no time, and in no place, neglect to stir up the gift that is
in you by the putting on of the hands of the Presbytery. T
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But it is chiefly as members of ecclesiastical judicatories that we would
at present address ourselves to you. While your first and great dnty
must always be, to preach the Gospel, to recommend yourselves to the
consciences of men by manifestation of the truth ; there is a sacred
abligation upon you to connect the faithful preaching of the doctrines of
the Gospel with the observance and maintenance of the worship and

vernment of the Church from which you have received your commission,
ﬁu have professed your adherence to the principles of our ecclesiastical
polity, and to its simple rites and observances as being founded upon,
and agreeable to, the word of God. These institutes and forms address
themselves to associations and remembrances that must ever continue
dear to many among whom you labour ; and in this way they may be
rendered subservient to the promotion of your great object—the reception
and the happy influence of the truth, But this is not all—and by the
vows that ‘are upon you, you are called upon to give full effect to the
Presbyterian system, by bringing into exercise all its capabilities of good,
and recommending it in the worl , by the exhibition of its excellence,

As honoured to bear rule in the Church of Christ, keep constantly in
mind the great ends for which the great Head of the Church has committed
a system of government to the office-bearers in his spiritual house—that
ordir should be maintained, that ordinances be rightly administered, that
due means be employed for repressing vice and error, and for encouraging
the progress of knowledge and righteousness—and in the meet'ngs of
your courts, let all your proceedings, whether legislative or Jjudicial, be
conducted with an eye to these important ends. Let the different Courts,
Kirk Sessions, Presbyteries, Synods, be kept in due subordination the one
to the other. It is essential fo the existence of the Presbyterian system,
that individual members of the Church, and that inferior Judicatories, should
yield a ready obedience to their spiritual superiors ; so that, while no one

individual possesses Jurisdiction over the rest, all should be subject to the
voice of the whole.

In your Supreme Courts let a vigilant and effective superintendence be
in constant exercise, in regard to all inferior Courts, and still more in
regard to every separate congregation or parish. Take effectual measures
for satisfying yourselves that the ecclesiastical machinery in each
congregation is complete, and that it is in vigorous and healthful operation——
that the Gospel is faithfully preached—that the dispensation of the
Sacraments js not delayed beyond stated and suitable seasons—that diets
of visitation and examination are held as circumstances admit—that
discipline is duly exercised—thas the state of the young is attended tom—
that all means within your power are employed for the establishment of
schools where they are wanted, and that, when established, they are
regularly visited—and especially, that elders are ordained, and, where it is
practicable, that districts are assigned to them, and that they are diligent
in the performance of their special duties. It is of great importance that
it should be pressed upon your separate congregations, and that it should
come before your people with the weight of your united authority, that
individuals possessing the requisite qualifications, should undertake the
duties of the eldership ; and that, having accepted of the office, they should
diligently fulfil the trust committed to them,~—and, fulfilling it, that they
should  receive double honour. Returns should be required from eve
congregation respecting all these iculars ; and, where a deficiency is
observed, every prudent means should be employed for securing aTemedy,
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Consider, as you indeed do, the condition of the vacant stations within
your bounds or in your immediate neighbourhood, and use all diligence for
the extension of your Church. For this purpose, it is desimble\ti:t there
should be accurate statistical information as to the number of Scottish
Presbyterians in each Colony, and in regard to the best situations for the
establishment of new Churches. Let arrangements be made to secure
the occasional, and, if possible, the periodical, ministration of ib» Word
in such stations, by the Ministers of your own Presbyteries, or by the
services of Missionaries, till an appeal throughout your own Colony, or to
the Mother Country, may prove effectual for securing the blessing of a
fixed Pastor in such localities.

In this department much benefit may be derived from the judicious
employment of Elders of the Church. Individuals of known piety and of
tried worth should be anxiously sought out in situations where there is not
a regular ministry, and their gigs for reading, exhortation, and prayer, when
exercised under the authority of the Charch, may be signally b{eued, in
such circumstances, for keeping alive the remembrance of the Gospel.
With their assistance, meetings on the Lord’s Day, for social worship,
may be organized to a great extent, and with the prospect of great benefit.

Much also may be done in destitute localities, by the distribution of
tracts and religious publications ; and care should be taken that the Word
of God should be in every house. And you will find us ready, upon all
occasions, to assist in furnishing you with supplies of works for distribution,

The difficulty of obtaining individuals, with suitable qualifications,
disposed to go forth to the Colonial situations, has long been the cause to
us of great regret. We bless God, however, that a better spirit beging

to manifest itself, and you may count upon our availing ourselves of this
spirit to the utmost limits of our power. We are anxious to give
assistance in the case of every individual who presents himself to us, if
we find that he is deserving of our confidence. And this being the case,
we would interpose the caution, that, great as your wants may be, no
individual going to you from this country should be admitted, far less
ordained, to the ministerial office, who does not bring a special recoms
mendation by our authority.

Though we have alluded to the prospect of an encreasing number of
labourers for the Coloniul vineyard presenting themselves to our notice,
this does not alter the conviction that has long been forced upon us, that
it is to the Colonies themselves, that recourse must ultimately be had for
the supply of the spiritual wants of their people. It is the duty and
privilege of the Colonial Churches to call the attentiion of the youn
to this important subject. And you may be assured of our co
co-operation in every prudent scheme by which the wishes of those dipose
for the work of the ministry, who give the promise of suitable qualifications,
may be carried into effect.

Such are some of the subjects connected with the welfare of your
people, which may be deserving of the attention of your judicatories.
And, for success in the important objects we have referred to, we would
have you to believe that, next to the blessing of Almighty Ged,
is more essential than that you should exercise a diflgcnt scru
regard to the members of your own body, and that your authority should
be exerted, that their walk and co.. .rsation are becoming their profession.
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Be careful not to admit a low standard of professional qualifications, or of

professional labour. Suffer none of your number to engage in any

occupation that interferes with the ministerial office. Especially be strict

in putting down every appearance of immorality, Seek to merit the

higher character of not being able to bear them that do evil. Exhort and
uke with all aathority. Let no man despise you.

It is of great consequence that the character of the Clergy for learning
and diligent application to study should be maintained ; ang the authority
of your Courts may, with propriety, be exerted towards securing this
important end. The practice which originally prevailed in our Chureh,
and which has been revived in some of our Presbyteries, of emploly)'ing a
part of the time of every meeting in exercises upon the Scriptures, by the
members of the Court in succession, might be adopted with advan

among you. And the formation of libraries for every Presbytery ong.t
also to be made an object.

One of the great excellencies of the Presbyterian system of Church
gl?vemment consists in the scope afforded by it in the developement of
the talents of every member of the Church for the benefit of all. Qur
liberty, however, is always in danger of degenerating into licentiousness :
and it is with great sorrow of heart that we have heard of the violences
and divisions in the Presbyterian Church Courts in some of our Coloni
that have proved injurious to the interests of the Scottish Church, an,
even to the cause of religion itself. Bethren, let this cause of offence be
removed; consider whose servants ye are, and let not the Ministers of the

| of peace be chargeable with walking disorderly. Pursue ye those

that make for peace; and while you assert your right to defend

each his own opinions freely, defend them at the same time with the
meekness of wisdom, and let all things be done in charity.

Brethren, we feel that & solemn trust is committed to you ; an awful
monsibllg is imposed upon you. In love for the souls the thousands
tous of thousands year after Im leaving our shores, we cannot but
earnestly pray for the zeal and fi elity of our Colonial Churches. And
when we think of the destinies of the empires that may yet arise from the
ons that are now laid, and the influence they may have in the

future developements of society itself, under new forms, and in different

cireumstances, we are still more deeply im essed with the importance of
tboworkin:iﬂehyounreengnged. Yish

Our hearts desire and prayer is that the Great Head of the Church may
strengthen, stablish, settle you.—Be strong in the Lord, and in the
of His mi
of en
you.

His % quit you like men, be perfect, be of ood comforty
Eﬁ e:’mhme in peace, and the GodP:t‘rflove and gmelhll be

Signed at Edinburgh, this twenty-third day of May, eighteen
bundred and forty years, in our name, in our presence, and at
our appointment, by

ANGUS MAKELLAR,

Moderator.
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[IV.]

T'o the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States
of America, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in
connexion with the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, Grace, Mercy
and Peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Dearty BELOVED BRETHREN :

Once more our joy has been increased by your annual Letter, read
to us in Synod assembled, and we give thanks in your behalf to the Lord.
Jesus Christ, the King and Head of His Church, for all the blessings
wherewith He has blessed you. The position you occupy in His Chureh
on this continent is one of great prominence, involving responsibilities of
the highest order, and our earnest prayer is that you may be found faithful
in the trust that has been committed to you. Possessing, as you do, in
common with ourselves, standards of doctrine so Scriptural, and'a form of
discipline so primitive and pure, to which you are careful that your
teaching and government shall be conformed, we seem to behold you.in
the front rank of the faithful witnesses for the truth, whom God will bless
and honour in extending that spiritual kingdom which consists not in
meats and drinks, but in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost.  On these grounds, the pleasure we derive from a fraternal
correspondence with you is deep and unfeigned. Our spheres of labour
are in the same vineyard, and not so distant but we can speak to each
other in words of encouragement and love,

We forward to you a copy of the abstract of the Minutes of our

esent Session, now about to close, from which you may form a
Judgment of our state and the course we are endeavouring to pursue
for the advancement of the Saviour's kingdom. . Our Home Missio
operations we are using our best efforts to extend, but the field is so wi
and the labourers so few, that our hearts are like to sink within us when
we survey the very inadequate supply of spiritual ordinances we can givey
and that only in a small portion of our territory, while a still larger
portion of it is but rarely refreshed, even with a passing visit of those
whom we have commissioned to preach the Gospel 'g'his destitution
does not arise from any great disproportion between the number of our
ministers'and that of our adherents. 'The number of Ministers upon our
Synod Roll is eighty-two, and we estimate our adherents at one hundred
thousand, giving a proportion to each Minister not greater than his
pastoral labour might overtake in a flock compactly located. = But
scattered as they are throughout this extended province, and separated
from' each: other by large uninhabited forest-tracts, it has beén found
impracticable to embrace more perhaps than ene half of our people within
our stated pastoral charges. To relieve in some degree this mournful
destitution of Divine ordinances, we have devised a scheme of missionary
and itinerant laboar, in which the occasional services of all our Ministers
may be rendered available for the more thinly settled townships contiguous
to them. Our attention has also been directed to the condition of
our fellow-subjects of French extraction, who are immersed in Popish
darkness, and o'r hope is that we shall soon be sble to bring into ¢hat
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portion of our Home Mission field Protestant Missionaries from Europe,
speaking the French language, who shall not be chargeable with keeping
back the word of God, from the people, nor of handling it deceitfully, wheo
shall by manifestation of the truth commend themselves to every man's
conscience in the sight of God.

We have also been moved during the present Session to take a more
decided part with the Parent Church in her missions to India and the Jews.
Although our temporal resources are far from being adequate to our own
Decessities, we. are nevertheless constrained to some acknowledgement, of
our, obligation to relieve-a spiritual wretchedness still more aggravated
than our own, putting our trust in Him to whom the kingdoms and wealth
of the world belong, believing that he will accept our sacrifice and requite
a, thousand fold into eur own bosom. Experience has taught us. that
efforts for the salvation of the heathen at a distance, when wisely directed,
tend rather to increase our energy in removing the heathenism existing
around us, and our endeavour is that our liberality may be as extended as
our desire, when in our daily prayer we say, “ Thy kingdom come; thy will
be done in earth as it is in heaven,”

At a crisis like the present in the history of the Church of Scotland,
when we are looking with anxious solicitude for the developement of the
divine purposes regarding her, we cannot but be deeply affected with the
expressions of your kind sympathy in her behalf. In her assertion;of
spiritual independence, in her struggles to cast off the injurious usurpations
of secular power, she is once more revived to the spirit which actuated her
in the best periods of her history. But when we consider the principles
which govern those who dusire to retain her in bon and the power
which, they can wield to accomplish their end ; and when we look at the
Popish and semi-infidel liberalism so eagerly combining with the Erastianism
of jthe State to werk her averthrow, we cannot altogether suppress the
apprebension. that momentous changes will result in some of her external
relations. . But for her suffering in such-a cause and its issue we give way,
no, not.for,a moment either to fear or des ncy.  On the contrary, we
cherish the hope that she will come out. of the trial as gold purified by the
fire, and that her martyr-testimony will awaken a reforming spirit in those
lands. where the. domination of the civil power has long subverted the
liberty and corrapted the purity of the Church of Christ.

Among the many circumstances in the general aspect of Christend
that awaken within us concern and vigilance, we may advert to the b
pretensions which have of late been set forth by numerous adherents of
the prelatical authority, and the more eager grasping of the Church of
Rome to regain her former tyranny over the consciences of men. At
such a time, we feel it to be more peculiarly incumbent on us to be fu
on gur guard against the ambitious machinations of the man of sin, under
whatever guise they are detected. In so far as Popery is a_political

ioation agaipst the rights and well-being of the ciyil community, we
fwve it, ta be dealt with by those to whom the guardianship of ciyil
freedom. is ing up fervent prayer unto God  that all
wrigtian rule to resist the insidious encroachments of

) that they be not overwhelmed in the just judg !
. But in so far as Po is a sﬁﬁimd usion,
to. the souls of men, we. feel it to be our duty, both. in our




40 APPENDIX.

————te
ecclesiastical judicatures and in our public teaching, to testify against it ;
to expose it deformity, and to rescue men from its degrading bondage
and while thus contending for the faith once delivered to the saints, we
trust we shall never use any weapons save those which it sanctions, and
that we shall never fail in the benevolent spirit which it inspires,

It affords us sincere gratification to review, on such an occasion as this,
the many ties by which we are united. We place some value on the fuct
that we possess a common origin and 'a common language, but fur more
that we are partakers of a like precious faith. The revival of your
correspondence with the General Assemblies of Scotland and Ireland, with
which we are so intimately united, we hail as the omen of perpetual
affection and fraternal remembrance. Itisa worthy object of desire that
Presbyterianism may be one throughout the world:' The faeilities of
intercourse, and the many bonds that unite the nations of the éarth into
one great commonwealthy seem to us as the voice of Providence, inviting
the Church to proffer the alliance of brotherhood to all who in every glﬂlce
¢all upon the name of the Lord Jesus, both theirs and outs. The & e
influence that is to subject the world to his domtinion operates evéry whers,
and unites intd one body all who believe ; and, although an intimate
fellowship be impracticable, united heatts and fraternal correspondence is
the undoubted duty and privilege of the Churches of ' God.

Longing and praying, as we do, that we all may be one, and labou
In our own sphere, with efforts on which the blessing of God hath y
to heal divisions that have arisen in our fatherland, in the olden titnie, out
of peculiar circumstances, we cammot repress our fervent hope, that the
div{:i:n which in late years has afisen'in the Presb{teritn Churoh of the
United States, will yet be cemented in the spirit of brotherly love, and on
the basis of truth and scriptural order, as they are set forth in the common
standards, ' In your late arduous struggle to presérve the putity of the
Chureh, we cannot doabt that you were actuated with an edrnest desire
t0 maintain your allegiatice to its adorable Head ; but if it should appedt
how, that you are further removed from turmofl of the battle, that th
heat or misapprehension, any offence has been causelessly given, oconsion
is presented of humiliation and sorrow on the part of the nding, and of
forgiveness and charity on the part of the offended. The affairs of haman
life are often so oomplyicued that a mixture of evil seems inseparable from
our best conducted measures, and our rejoicings at success are not
unfrequently mingled with our teats. That many, who, from their local
connections, are at present discommected with your Auemb!'v, are yet
cordmll! Jjoined with you in the same mind and in the same ju Mgmt, we
dre fond to believe ; and that in so far as efror and irregularity of discipli
has prevailed among them, they grieve and are stirred up to a more d
testimony against them, we have had some sr-tifying evidence.
a8 we do, truth above unity, and unity as it testlts from trath end
subservient to it, .- shall hold that as « day of jubilee, when beth are fiilly
testored among you ; and 'wé will nét ¢ease 16 offer up our prayeérd inte
Him, who still intercodes with the Father «that we may all be one,” that
He may remove every obstaclé out of the way, and lead yoii hy:ehm
to our scriptural standards, and the good old wayw i out
fathers trod to a real and visible tnity—a anity that will not bé leis real
and visible, though you should resolve to subsist in distinet oechlhnﬁ
organizations i your distinet territories, manifesting your unity
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In the name, and by appointment of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, in connexion with the Church of Scotland, at

Kingston, this sixth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and
forty-one years. (1841.)

JAMES GEORGE, Moderator,
ALEXANDER GALE, Synod Clerk.
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LETTER FROM THE AMERICAN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1842,

Thc General Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh in the United States

1 of Anierica, to the Synod of the Preshyterian Churck of Canada,'in
connexion with the Church of Scotland.

Dranry Brrovep BrETHREN

Your truly fraternal Epistle we have received, and read, and
welcomed., . We' thank you for its Christian greeting and interesting
intellj We rejoice in the opportunitty afforded by thig correspondence,
of caiuing Ifh(“ ties to b: more deeply felt, whichhbind us together; n:;.
merely as Presbyterians, but especially as parts of the great family of t
redeemed. . ; And realizing, as we trust, in some good degree, the
Pprecioueness of these bonds, we hail you as brethren, throngh Him who

18 “the first-born: of every creature,”-——as. co-workers in ;the same field,
and as expectants of the same everlasting reward. »

» |

sent into it t6 labour in paratively few. "The man of gin
hasa hold’ upon your country, and its institutions ; and your cloge
connection with  the agitated, suted Church of Scotland, causes youl
to be afflicted’ with her afflictions, But we thank our commion Lord for
th ' ' i by your letter, that you are not
and exercise that faith

, around is confusion and
arkness. Brethren stood, s0 now stand'in this
evil day, and havi all, stand ! " «The Lord God in the midst of
you is mighty.” e8¢ agitations which affect you and us, and the Church
-
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e
e

of Christ throughout the worldy but indicate the presence and the power
of our Covenant Redeemer, fulfilling more perfectly than He: did in the
abolition of the Mosaic ritual, His ancient promise, . Yet once morel
shake not the earth only, but also heaven—and this word ¢ yet once more,’
signifieth the remdving of those things that are shaken, as of things that
are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.” And
if, under the jnfluence of His mighty hand—we, seeing many things around
us tottering and falling, which we have heretofore regarded as venerable,
and sacred, and stable, ought we to be'either surprised or cast down ?
Ought we not rather to thank God and take courage, assured that their fall
will be the salvation of* the world %=that by their removal, not only men,
but “ principalities and powers in hedvenly places,” will be enabled to see
more clearly the immutability of our Jehovah's counsels, and promises
and kingdom,

We would that ye should understand, brethren, that the things which
happened unto us, during our late trials, have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance of the Gospel. “ When our hearts were failing us for fear—
and for looking after those things which seemed likely to come upon us,” we
were constrainéd to inquire, with increased earnestness, “ What is truth?”’
to cry after knowledge, and lift up our yoice for understanding, to seek her
as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures. And the result, as we
believe, is, that the great doctrines of ¢“the Gospel of the Grace of God,”
are more clearly perceived and extensively tanght, and eordially loved by
the mass of our Ministers and people than they were before. And thus we
have not only got rid of many who were bringing in practices of questionable
propriety, and erroneous and dangerous dectrines, byt have heen brought
ourselves to tread the pathway of truth, withinore confidence and; comfort.

It is true that we have to join with you'in lamenting theseparation from
us, of some in whose piety and doctrinal soundness we have had, and still
have confidence,~men with whom we would'gladly labour:on earth,
and with whom we hope to rest in heaven. Controversial excitement,
peculiarity of location, personal frieridships and sympathieés, andj as we

prehend, mistaken views on'their part of the impor question of
E?humh Government, which was the final, though not thé chief ‘caunse of
the division, have all contributed to this result. t from past'and present
indications, we have reason ‘to hope, 'that our's tion' from all sound
meh who may have gone out from us,’ will be' but shoft;~that they will
be shocked with the teaching of errorists, who emboldened by the removal
of the restraints which they once felt'around them, are throwing out their
errors with l:gs reagm-—that excitement will pass away; that the mere

uestion of order and discipline will dwindle into comawn tiveinsignificance,
?vhen leisurely and calmly contemplated by the. side of  other things,. in
which these brethren believe us to%e right,~that criminations will cease,
and that mutual mistakes will be corrected, and, that thus we will be
ﬂ:rmitted to stand once more, ip.an. unbroken rank-side by side with

ose brethren from whom we have been so unhappily divided, Nay, v:g
hope better things than even these ; :the question is every where aski
~Is there no common ground on which all who sincerely the
Westminster Confession as the foundation of their faith; and the m
of their government and discipline, may meet and hqrmoniﬂ? Are thei
peculiarities. worth the expense .of  their. &c;r‘fetuu.tion! ay. not such
concessions be made as will enable us, without the sbandonment of an
scriptural principle, to dwell together in unity? And we are rejoi
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to know,  that other Presbytetians have this matter under ; prayerful
consideration, and we hope that they will not dismiss jt from their minds,
until it shall have undergone a thorough exa

mination, and, if possible, the
Union ultimately and fully consummated.

From the copy of our Minutes, which accompanies this letter, you will
Le:‘m more fully our state. ' We solicit a continuance of the correspondence
ween us. '

Finally, Brethren, farewell ! May the God of Peace b
may He “establish your hearts unbl
our Father, at the coming of our L,

e with you,~—
ameable in holiness, before God even
ord Jesus Christ with all His Saints.”

JOHN T. EDGAR, Moderator,

Wu. M. ENGLES, Stated Clerk,
JOHN M. KREBS, Permanent Clevk.
WILLIS LORD, Temporary Clerk.

Philadelphia, June rd, 1342,

Ao st s it et

[VL.)

Suveersrions for the mare effectual prosecution of Home Missiona

operations by the Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,
in connezion With the Chureh of Secotland.

The prineipal’ objects contemplated by the Synod in appointing the
Mission Cdam'lttee,je::em to be' the ‘following :—To  obtain morg full
and ' distinct information ay to the religious wants of the Presbyterian

lation ‘of ‘the’ Province, to ‘devise adequate means for the support of

ﬁ Onaries, to prodiire ' sufficient supply of missionaries,
the a tion of ‘missionary labour, The ' followi
ully submitted for' the consideration of' Py
to the attainment of these important objects : * ,

L ey

L It is recommended thuenth’tnbymy proceed, as soon as possible,
. ounds, which contajn
8 considerable, number, of, Presbyterians, and

that a mi . : over the

iot . may. officiate at,each of the stations. within it, at least once a

month, om Sabbath, A Imissionary distriet, containing eight preaching

Stalions, would be:aupplied.at, this mig by, one Missionary preaching every
Witwo,contiguous stations. .., | ) .. \

Hiovadh
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[The propriety of thus defining and limiting each missionary’s field of'
labour, is established by the consideration, that if his services are more
widely ‘extended, they will prove comparatively ‘ineffectual for religious:
instruction and edification, and the people will not contributé to hig
support. ]

|

IL It is recommended that each Presbytery, after having divided and:
arranged their missionary ground according to the foregoing suggestions,’
take immediate steps for the visitation by their ministers of the several
preaching stations, within each of the missionary districts, for the following
purposes :—1. To explain to the people connected with each statioh the
division and arrangement which ‘the Presbytery has made, as above;~the
exertions which the Presbytery is making to procure an adequate supply of
missionaries,~~and the necessity of fixed amr regular contributions by the
people to secure a suitable provision for missionaries. 2. To organize the
people connected with each station by superintending the election and
appointment of a small committee of their aumber, (the members of which
might be ordained as Elders, if suitably qualified.—See Synod’s minutes,
Session X1, Diet TII,) whose duty it shall be to watch over the religious
interests of the station; to meet with the people thereof on vacant
Sabbaths for devotional exercises; to establish and superintend one or
more Sabbath Schools in connexion with the station ; and to collect
quarterly the contributions of the members and adherents of the Church, for
the support of the missionary. 8. To intimate to the people at the several
stations what supplies of preaching the Presbytery will give them until a
missionary be obtained for their district.—(See Synod’s Minutes, Session
XI, Diet V, Itinerant preaching by Ministers. )

III. It is recommended that the committees of the several stations
proceed immediately after their appointment to make up a roll of the
adult members and adherents of the Church, male and female, connected
with their stations, and of the contributions they may agree to give
quarterly in advance, for the support of a missionary, when he enters
on his labours in their district, adopting such arrangements as they’
may, see \meet. for the regular collection of these contributions. These
contributions should be paid over quarterly to_the missionary by the
committee, anu a regular account kept by them of their receipts and
disbursements.. It would be desirable, after the proposed organization has
been efiected, and before any missionary has been appointed to the districty
that two quarterly contributions be collected from every station. and, pus
in to thegl‘teasurer of the Presbytery’s Mission Fund, to lie,in his hands
until a fissionary has been appointed to. the district, and to be, applieg:
exclusively to his support when he is appointed. , Forms for the WJJ; and,
accqunts referred. to. ought to be furnished  by. the Pres:gtery,m the,
station committee, and quarter]y returns. should, be required  of them jtg,
such queries as the following :—What is the total number of souls
professing adherence to the Présbyterian Church' coninected with' your
station? " What 'is the nuniber of persons connected  tith ‘Your station’
whose names’ stand on your roll as contribators to' the support of your:
mission?" 'What is the amount teceived by you from these contributors’
for the quarter beginning — . ' Has this amount been paid ovér to'the
missionary ?  Are thére any on ‘your toll, and how many, who have fuiled’
to ipay their quarterly contribution 1" 'Have yéu fuiled to call on' uny
of the contribators for their quarterly contributions? ' Are there aty"
members or adherents of the Church eonnected with your station whow
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APPENDIX.L
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ou have mot yet visited and solicited for their support of the mission 7.
;Iow many' attend the meeting of the station for worshipon vacant
Sabbaths ¥  In addition to prayer, praise; and the reading of the Seriptures,
are'there any other exercises engaged in on the vacant Sabbaths, and what
other * 'How mahy Sabbath Schools have beén established by you in
comnexion with ‘your station?' How many children’ attend yo
Schools ? " Have' you any other information or suggestion'to: make to the
Presbytery in regard to the intefests of 'your station or mission ?

: {For the, illustration " and  confirmation . of these suggestions, the
following . brief. hints are respectfully submitted. Every adult member,
and adherent of the Church, and as many others as may be disposed to
avail, themselves of jts services, at each station, ought to he indjviduo.lly'
solicited to :enpol themselves, as _quarterly contributors, The quarterly;
contributions onght to average 2, 6d. cy, from each contributor ; and
evan,if the average were below this, a large proportion of the missionary’s,
support would be  obtained in, this manner. Regularity must be insisted,
on, in, collecting the contributions quarterly, in keeping the accounts
thereof, and in transferring the sums collected to the missiongry, Except
the, two preparatory quarterly payments, it is of coiirse to be understood
that nothing farther will be collected until the missionary, has entered on!
his labours in the district., An annnal visitation of the various stations
in_each missionary district ought to be held by ministers under. th
appointment “of Presbytery, for rectifying irregularities, and incitingl‘al
parties to diligence in their duties.—It may be objected that these
rrangements can only 'be attempted advantageously after missionaries
have heen proctired ;' that ‘w safficient number of missiondriés will not bes
found within dny rehsoliable time to' take charge of all ‘the districts that
would' be formed according {0 these suggestions ; that the duties imposed
on Presbyteries are' 5o extensive as to be impracticable, and that the
people, and especially the members of : the station committees; will fail in
their ‘daties.’ It is ‘admitted that the difficulties are considerable, nay
formidable's but the'evils for which & remedy is mow proposed are great
and manifold, and a vigorous: effort' must be made to alleviate them, -l
particglar let it be considered, with reference to the fore‘goi_ng objections,
whether missionaries will ever be procured in any adequate number, unls

a suifable 'ré’visi}?n s made for them, and that secured by somp efficient
J) whether Pre

system, an sbyteries and individual ministers would not exert
themselves more vigorous Yy in applying for ‘missionaries ‘and inyite_them

to the country with more earnestness and unhesitating confidénce, 'alll
with much greater probability of success, i ha, 1N Were ious
established,g—whether the d)l'nies expectb&""l’ct“ Plzg;etlgri\:: ?llnp’gmng
these suggestions into effect are not incumbent on them, and may not be
accomplished by a proper distribution of labour, and whether our people
must not be taught, sooner or later, and are not capable of being taught,
to perform the duties and make the exertions proposed. ]

IV. 1t is recommended that each Presbytery institute forthwith, a
general Presbytery Mission Bung, 1to; e mpplied in supplementing the
salaries Miqsionuiep, as ma l:‘efo d necessa y, in_addjtion to the
contribiif péid to' thern'b: !Kbi d Districts.” This'; eral Tund
would be raised and sustaified s follows skl —By an annual Sabbath day

collection, in, eve ' congregation within e bounds of the, P tery, d
Hotico theboo VN Hoal given on the rebodiny MAbILE oL, dus
appeal being made to the congregation on the ‘subjeet,” It is thought
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desirable that this collection be made in an early Sabbath in Jmu::fy.‘ L.
~On an early day after the annual collection, a meeting. of each
congregation should be held to afford the minister and session, and any
others they may associate with them, an opportunity of laying: before: the
ple a statement of the rehgious destitution existing among' their
rethren, within the bounds of the Presbiytery ; of the arrangements and
efforts the Preshytery are making: for supplying that destitution ; - of the
engagements they have entered into for that pu of the amount and
application of the contributions to the Presbytery’s Mission Fund, and an
estimate of the sum required for the Presbytery's missionary operations
during the ensuing year, &ec., after which the élders, or such other persons
ag the Kirk Session may appoint, ‘shall personally solicit cont utions
from all the members of ‘the congregation, the names' and’ contributions
being entered in a ook provided unﬂept by the Kirk Session, and the
amount of such collections and contributions paid over to the Treasurer of
the Presbﬁt:;{’q General Mission Fund.  8.—Annual collections' for the
General Migsion Fund shotld be made at all'the preaching stations in'the
several Missionary Districts established by the Presbyteries at the atihual
visitation of them, suggested in article I1I., and the proceeds recéived and
Em‘d over by the visiting ministers to the Treasurer. 4,—The aid given
é the ‘Colonial Committee of the Gereral Assembly of the Church of
otland, or by the General Assetibly of the Presbyterian Chureh of
I;'e{;r.nd,f fo‘; the support of missionaries, would also virtually form a part
of this fund.

V. In order to obtain a more adequate supply of missionaries, it is
recommeénded that besides the applications which may be made to the
Coloninl Committee of the General Assembly of the Chureh of Seotland,
and to the Preshyterian Chureh  of Ireland, - an -active and extensive
correspondence should be immediately commenced and persevered in by
miisters in this country, with individual ministers and preachers of
their aoquaintance in Scotland and Ireland, setting forth the religjous
destitution of the Colony, and the prospects which it presents to
missionaries, as to usefulness and temporal support, . ,

Correspondence with individuals hes already proved sue , in

(, g useful migsionaries into the country, when more ft applications
were Méa and there is much reason 1o helieve. that, if it were more
g :(?ll, ed, a more sbundant supply of labourers would be brodght

our g, 0® by i P ;
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