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Glaring Corruption

In Victoria Co.,N.S.

BRIBERY-TREATING- PERSONATION

By Conservatives in the 1914

By-Election

DOMINION GOVERNMENT BOAT ALERT' USED
TO CARRY LIQUOR AND CONSERN ATIVE

PARTY HEELERS.

F. B. McCURDYS (M. P.) MAN, MUIRHEAD. CHIEF
•BAG-HOLDER.' AND DISPENSED CASH

WITH AN OPEN HAND.

GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH LINES WERE FREE
TO PROMINENT CONSERVATIVES."

STARTUNG EXCERPTS FROM TF'E REPORT OF
MR. JUSTICE RUSSELL, GIVEN NOVEMBER

18, 1914.
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By-Election in Victoria County, N. S.

19M

"Corrupt Practices Extensively Prevailed."

"Abundant evidence was offered of acts of bribery and
corruption, and subornation of personation, on the part of agents

of the respondent " -Kxtnicis from tin' ii'pint of -Mi' .liisii.'-

I{iisscll, ill his ({.•I'isioM ill I 111' V'ictoi'iii ( N.S. i liyi'-i'li'ctiim trial,

ill wliicli lie iiiisi'aliil I'liilip Miii-lii'Oil. lliL' ('.insi'i'Viitivi' who had

keen cliietcd Ki'hruary I'J, 1!)14.

Whii iiri' Ihi' aiii'iits of Iin' Coiisi'i'valivi' rainliilal.'. thus lound

(riillty of such ilh'nal ami iiiiiiioriil (oiicliict " Mr. .Iiistii-.' Uiissi'll.

ill his .jiulsriiii'iil .Novi'iiilii'r IS. foiiiiil "s.'iiill.v "f a rorriii'!

prailii'i'" no hss tliiiii twenty-three of the most prominent Con-

servatives in Nova Scotia, iiii'luiiins;:

Dr. ., .isipli IIa,\c-s. .s.-cr.'tary of tlu' Xova Si-otia ( 'onsi'i-vativ.'

Association ;

\V. II. .Miiiih.Mil. ciii|iloy,' anil riKliMiaihl man of F. B. Mc-

Curdy, M.P., of Halifax; nii'iiihi'r for Shi'lliiiinc ami (^ucn's;

.1. it. McNeil, coniicillor. liny St.. Ijuwrcncc

;

lliifih Dan McLean, coniicillor. New Walcrfiinl. assislaiil. Con-

Kcrvativu orsiaiiizer. who adniitteil (fi'ttinjr *WI'I of which lie testi-

fieil. iimlcr oath, that $300 eaiiie from iliiirliea.l. F. B. McCurdy's
man; and

Nineteen other Nova Scotia Conservative workers,

others clnir^ed with eiiually (•iirriipl ami nefarious pra'iices

included: J. U. MiicLeod. president of the Nova Scotia ' iiser-

valive A.s.sociatioii. A. li. Davidson. t'cd''ral iiieinlier for Aniiiipolis:

.1. ('. Douglas. M.l'.l'. for Cape lirci'in. (whom ilie politicians

of Nova Scotia call tlie •lioli Kojji'rs" of tlie provinc.- : Howard
I'oriiing, M. P.I'.. Varinoiilh: and

One hundri'd and twelve other X.S. Conservatives. Tli.'y

escaped lejral responsibility, on tceliiiicalities. hnl not freedom

from the stain of iiioral oliliqnily.

Dominion Government Boat Carried "BOOZE".

It was aina/iiifrly easy for volers to procure liqiii} from Con-

serv.ilive workers and liaiifiers-on diii-in^' election day and tie

da.\s precediiis.'. Even in the mirthcrii part of the ridins lii|Uor

could he had a-plenty —because, on two occasions at least, the

Government boat "Alert" was used to carry barrels ni liquor

and parties of party heelers up the coast

!
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Ajjpaifnlly thf branil of liquor lakiii into tho north oountry
liy thf "Alert" was i.nt oi a i|iiality to satisly tin- piilal.s m'

c-ertaifi t'oiisfrvativi' i-nttiinissrur's. (Jaiiriiin lnut/.r roll'-ri ".

was the phrase \isv<] id niit- tt-lct'i-aiiK MilntiitltMi in •\itlcin'f, iirid

whic-li was SI lit, four ihivs lnfon' tli.- ili'ilicMi. liv rnuuc'illnr )I.

I). M.Uan to .r. f. l)oU(.'las, M IMV

Truly the North Victorin vol.rs w.r.- Iiar.l to sali>f,\ .

I'hili[i .MaeLcoil, the iiiiseiili.l. ilislioimrecl eipiidlilal' . \> Id -•

foully won his seni us the result ol the iiiaehiiiiitioTis of McCurdy,
Douglas, Muirhead. Hayes, et al, lolinitteii the trip to the Noiih

• ti the jroveniiiieiit l.oai Alert ". hut preteiideil mil to luive known
that any li(|Uor was on hoanl. lie was iiiimidiately "fluhlier-

Basted" when eiuifronleil willi the evideiee of a Sydney liii.k

man. who tistified ihai he wheeled two barrels of liquor, each

full, down to the Oovernment boat.

Tin- Captain of th.' ".\iert". .lohii N'ollier. said that the hoai

was really for a n f;ulai' trip noilli .laiiiiary 'Jtl. hut was held up
four days by order of Government Prevention Officer Young,

lor "|iassenf.'eis". ineliidiii}.' Ilie eaiididale liiniself. Dr. Ilayi-s.

touneillor McNeil, and others.

Nova .Seotia's most aiiiazinjr eleelioii trial op. in-d in the little

iiaddeek ediirlrooni. .Voveiiiher 4. and in tin' first threc> days'

sessions. Conservative lawyers made threi,' separate and distiiiet

efforts to tiiwart the c-nds of .justiee. .1. ,\. MeLaren. K.<.'., for

the respondent, asked that the seat he deelared vaoant and thf

eleetion voided, heeaiise his elient was willing to plead guilt.v

to knnwledsre of a teehnieal violation of tl leetion law: to wil.

payiii!.' for the drivinc <d' one infirm voter to the [lolls. It was
to'lauch. and Mr. .justiee KnssiOl. an "iiprifrht and honest .iudiie".

defeated the seheiiie liy orderinf.' the trial t.i [.roeeed. Me made
a similar rnlins; on Nnv. .'i. and Nov. C. much ti. the Conservatives

discomfiture.

Bribery and Corruption Rampant.

The offences of the Conservative party at tliis parlieiilar hy-

eketiciii leay irinsi easily Ire diseussed under the followins five

heads

:

Bribery, Treating, Personation, Intimidation, General Cor-

ruption.

Most amaziiif.' was the story unfolded hefore .Mr. .lustiee

Kussell. and in no phase of it was the eause of Conservatism
given a more rnthless exposure than in the allegations of bribery.

One of the leadintr witnesses at the trial was Couneillor .losepli

McNeil, of Hay St.. Lawrenee. who askerl the 'proteetion of the

eourt". He had he^-n !:i\TM a roll uf hills, at least *.')0 or *7"i.

wrhieh he was to spend on the ileetion. lie testifieil that he gave



ciisli to M.'V.Tiil vot.Ts. iiimI IIihI it «.•!» to buy their votes, nml thill

ili'iiil<iiil.' u.is so I'liiiiiii'iii iIkM 111- riiiil.l mil r.'iii.'nli.i- t" wlinu I'.'

lispi-JISr,l •|mii./,"

"Then you me J liquor and money quite extensively?" .vii-

llt'ss \yt\H Jiskcil.

"Sure!", !;. iionrliiiliinll.v n'|ili."l.

Iv A. M.A'.'il iiilniitt.'il .iiiili. fivly lli,-,i I,,- Iiiiii.II.nI tin- Iml'"
I'lii- 11 |i;iil (if hiMii. W. II. .\|iiiili..ii,|. th.' clii.'t' hiiir-lml'l"'-".

mill cmiiiIhi,. i.r F. B. McOurdy and Co., IIiilit'ii\. i.mv<' liim i>

|iiM-kHci' "1 iii"ii'-.v i-iiiiliiiiiinL' -liNi, .Mc\,.,l iiUm s\v.)m. tliiil li.-

iii'ti'd lis riiissi-Mifrr. iiml I'lii-rii'il ii |piii'l;;iii.' nl I'i.uh'.v. iiiiiniijil

iiiikiiowri. inirri Jruiili.iiii. McCurdy's "Man Friday", t" .lulm

II Wiillici'. till iictiv.' Cciiisi'i'viilivi-

M. I). Jlr.Ni'il. iilso of loiiii. Mils mil lifihiil in imsIi. ii., f.n'

lis is shinvii ill till- I'vi.ji'i liiit lie l.'slifiiil lliiit hi' uiis |iriiiiiisr I

thr |iosliiiiistiTslii|i ill lull: wlii'ii h.>- iliilii'l ir.i it lir i|i'i-iiii..l

to lio llliy Wlivk ill llli- 1III4 liV-rlii'l ion llllli'SS luirifinl ; liml llfl.T

liiis llinvit .1. C. Dou^'liis, AI.IMV. slimnMJ liiiii wli.it |iiii|ioi-;i-.l io

lie the ri'sifiiatioii of tin. postiiiiisl.r. Thi'ii hi' " linl to uorl; "

The Conservatives thus told him that they had gotten rid of a
faithful and efficient Liberal postmaster, to make room for him.

Siinily .McDoiiiilil I'liiuliilly iiiliiiiltiil thiit .Miiii'hi'ini hiimhi!

him i^'tiK till* ti'iiiisiiftioii t;ii<iiii: iiliin- wiMTt- so iii:iii\- o1i!i-r.s

i>i|iiiilly iii'f.irioiis lriiiisiiiri.||. at tin- 'rrli-i;rii|)li lloiisi', liiidili'i-k

McCurdy's imiii wns nlu.iys on thi> joli.

Ill nil, 138 cases of bribery wi'i-.- nlh'ni'.l. luid as luiin nfiiT miin

took till' stiinil to (-onli-itii)tr his ijiiotii to tin- stoi-y of tin- iiii-

iiuitifs of the Conserviitivis. ami tin' McOurdy-Hayes-Muirhead
system, it was jios.sihle to jfi't more tlinii a ijliiiipst' how i-oiiiph'te

had lieeii thoir dobanclu'rv of the electorate.

Liquor Even at Polls.

JIaiiy Coiisei'vatives liept open-house eleetioii iiii\ . disti-ihutiiii:

"boozp" with a prodigal hand. Sandy McDonald, ineiitioncd

above, the president of the Conservative A.ssoeiatioii in his dis-

trict, testified that he distributed liipior at the Xorth Shon- poll

election day. anil also at his own home. lie did this, he stated

under oath, in the interests of I'hilip MacLeod. Coiiservativc

candidate.
Charles Kempt, of lioiilarderie. testified that In- saw sevi-riil

Conservative workers dispensing liquor, election day, in a small
room, adjoining the polling booth.

l-^irther evidence showed that the ramifications of the trcatiii!;

s.\stem extended throughout all parts of the ridiuR. and *hi?

Conservative runners were busily engaged election day and the
days preeediiig in despatching "booze" to all sections of the
constituency—even by Government boat.
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'rwi'lilv I'iisi's of piTMiii.itiiiM. |.ririi-i|.Mllv ;ii Mi.l.lli' Ui\. r ii, !

SiMiih (int. wcro iiistiiin-.'.l In tln' Mllii.Mli"ii« ur.iti'' :iL'iiinsl ll;)>.%

D'Hiiflas iinil .Miiirliiiiil. McOurdy's henchmen. Tluit ilii^ |i|t:.«.'

nl' l!n' trill! wns not iiiurf •xlt'ii'.u i^ '_'"Mi- inlo \^il^ ilii- lo lln-

l\ii't that luori' lliiir tw.ntv \vilii.->i-. u.i,' Miiiii.,| .i\:iy ly
Mm; iiirciits of tlic n's|ii'ni|i'iit, Vfl iIm • . i.|. n.-.- u-n .m -I.iii.i

il.'iii'ly slioH-i'd to wliiit ili'plhs ilir Conservativa machine was
wllUng to sink in order to \ in.

Some of till' iiiTsunatlu. wru- so |.iil|.^ilily ali-.ur.l u.- lo Ui'

liiilicroiis: .Men wiili Mich > MIS as Mrilillii r;i> .I'l.! .\|. K.i\ \
•

iisi'ii lo iin|ii'i-soiial.' Kli ( 'oiniici' ami .lulcs I ).s \ .in\, lieu
liari'l'ai'cd siu-li i-ffronliTV is. on 111" viiy siiilai.'

Ill a wire, siuiii'd in •ode. rnviviil liy lliiirli liiin .Mrl.,Mii. i'i.

|i|jiasi- occMiisi •Wile IMiil{Mit to loni.' ami bring four ringers;
Imiidri'il coiifidi'Mlially". On tlir : land .\Iid,.:iii was ii.l>..l ulial

till' word "ringers" mcaiif. ami afliT roiisidi'i iilil.' |iri>ddini; In'

finally iidaiitli'd that |irolialil,\ it was siniilar to raii'-tracl; slanv.'.

and iiiiani "Voters" or "Personators.".

A buiH-li of fonrtri'M iimoi ^\^'^l• taUt-n Inoii .Mhldlf Wiv.i- to

South (lilt, ami tlic in.i.ioriiy used ,is personators. W.ili. r

'I'lM-liiiio-. ,! siddicr. ol .Ni'W Walrrfrnd. l.-slilii-il iIkiI h.^ »;is

L'ivi'n the iiaiiic of ".'^am Poriio" to vote, at Soulli (int. luit

111' was challi'iiKcd and. very si'iisilily. di'diiii'd to take tlie o;illi,

lint several others in hi.s piirty went to the |ioll and void on
iiaine.i suppU "d to them hy Conservative party worki'is

Promised Job by Cochrane, (^'nister of Railways

and Canals.;

Aiif;iis R. Canipliell. who had lieeii an einplovi' of the I. r K.

from ll)n2 to ]!)l:i. ami then disniiHsed. testified that he had I ii

promised his job hack, if he "voted rijiht". lie w.is shown a

telegram "fixinf;" this, purporting to be signed by Frank
Cochrane, Minister of Bailways. On the sii.nuth of this teles:i'aiii

he worked for the Conservatives, and also pulled all poss'Me
wires to t^et hi.s friends into aetion.

Later ill the eonrse of the I'videin'e. .1 C Donstl.is. M.IM'..
testified that the ahove-iiieiilioin'd lelesrram had been sent to

him: 111' stated that I. proliahly lia>l wireil to some Federal mem-
ber from Nova Scotia to "fix" it, though it was quite possible

that he had wired to the Minister of Eailway^i personally.

Thi' Fenian Baid Circular was one of the most important
issues of the eampai>;n, and came within an aee of endintr I'lilip

Jfaeheod's future jiartieipatioii in polities. Tl:e ( 'oiiservalive^

(on their own admissioiC sent out to about Hiil I'Vniai: veterans
a eirenlar. in wliieli ihe following extract was the salient fe.Unre:



'iliiTf m H ri'imrt tlml niiirii "1 ilh' M|>|.liiMrits urri' ucM

•'Hi sure Ihnt tiny ilrjil.il ii'Mh.Ii iiiiil April. iNlili. ;ii.i|

'>riM<|ui'iitl.v iiiid iii> I'iKlit til it. I think I can M*nr« jcm
that nothinif will b« done to our friendi in that oonntotton

'

',

thiri'liy I'ji'iirly liitliiintiiii.' Ili.il niili «> lli.' \ itiniiH viiliil tn-

Mai'liinii, prnsi'iMitlnn on ;i |ii'i'.|ni> i'liiii'>_'i' wnnlil rnlliiw.

Tills iri'iiliiv wiis siu'iiiil •|'liill|i .Miii|,,iiil". Iiiit tlio ran-

iliilali' ilriiii'il all IvmiiwIi'iIl'i' nt it tliiini.'li Miiiii' Iwiiity of tlir

Kii;natiin s wi-tf so like his own that he could not tell them from
lignaturei which he admitted ^vere hit.

Dr. llayi'M SiTii'lary nl' tin- l'rii\ iiii'ial ( uiiMivativi' Asxi
fiatiiiii tiiiik till' Htaml ami ailiiiilti'il t'lill i'i's|Hiij,sililllty I'ur tin'

prrparatidii and srndin^ out ot' tlir I'in nlai'N. lint said that he
•aw Mnirhead liern them. This was tin' first li that sm-h an
iili'a had hi'i'ii I'vi'ii siitrk-'i'sliil. and tin' hlann' was thrown rni

liuirhi'ad. Iii'i'ansi' this srapr ^nat '.' was in Kiiifland. I'liranipf'tJ

• n Salisliiiry I'laiiis. and tlii'ril'ori' rinilil nut appiar at tin' trial.

Uayi'S adniitti'd that Mnirlnads "forgery" was so liki' .MarlaodK
own siiiiiatnri', that hi' lia I riniarknl Ih.it Mnirlii'ad did it "eves
better than PhiUp himself.

'

'

Treated as a Criminal Case.

.Iinlfi' Hnssill tri'atiil tlir i|instioii ul' ilisi)inilitiration ui'

Mai'lji'od, on tlir sroro iil' tin: signature as a rriniinal ipii'stioii.

and Kitvi' the disipialiflvd fuiididatc the benefit of the donbt
always extended to accused criminals. Ilis Worship addi'd that

thr I'iri'iilar was. Iirynnd donlit. '1111 itfieicni piici. of niai'liiniiy.

tor the manufacture of political friendship, ami. as sneh. I'ami'

"within the prnhiliition of the statnti".

Two other i'(|iinlly Klariii<; pieecs of politieal ehieaiiery wi'ri'

exposed at Ihi' trial. It was shown thnt either l)r Hayes, or some
one netint! nnder his orders, had added to a sehool board eireular

the words: "Philip .MaeLeod I'issenting" to mislead and delude

the eleetors into thinking; that the eandidate hail voted in op
position to a motion to inerease the school rate. This, if true,

might have been a popular dodge, but it was an absolute lie, as

MacLeod had voted with the rest for the increase.

Hundreds of eirculars were sent out. sifrned hy tli ' name of

•lames 0. Diinlap. Seeretary of the Vietoria County ( 'oiiservatr.i'

.\ssoeiatioii. enelosins* a false nienio of estimati-s alleged to havi'

hi 111 made liy the Dominion Government for public works con-

templated in Victoria County. .MacLeod took the stand and
ilenii'd all connection with the "estimates ' circular: lie asserted

that it had Ih'iii prepared hy Hayes and iJout'las, without his

ciinsi'iit Hayes took the stand, contradicted MacLeod flatly,

and shifted tlie responsibility for this "estimates" circular to a
man who died a few weeks before the trial !

"



Maiiv iiiiiii/inir •.lai'ici"Mi« ui.i'l.- luiiinf tin- n->f ni lli'< trial

aiiiiHi'cl how calloiuly tb« Oonicrvattves, ukIikIiiii; IiikI'Ts .iI' ih-

party us ui'll iis rank iiml ul'-. treaUd the quMtion of coiruption

On. .xuiniilf: .(
(

'. Doiiitias M I' 1' l..r lain lli.i..ri. >ai.i U- had

no knowledge ol money beingf uied, but that he preiutned it wai

like other electioni, and the uiual amounti employed.

lailiT, lie Ifstilivil on tin- slainl llial ln' lii'il I'l l.-''|' away

from a knou l.-Ji;.' ul' i-.Ttaiti lliini.'^ Iliat n.'i.- i.'"!'.'; ..n II.' .|;r;

not want 111 havr aiivlliiiiij to ilii "illi Hi iiaiiilliiiL' ul li.jii.ir m-

miiiifv-iir kiHiwIiiJL'i' tli.Tc'Ol ami uilliiiiv alislaiiu'il rniiii au

(>|i|ii)Miiiiil.v 111 know alMiiit sin'li tlilnL'i A li'ji L'raiii. Iniiii .1 '

Dimillas. whii-li Hai iilai'i'il vi.j. n.-.., i-,a.l in |iaM
, if any

office-holders take part in this election against Philip MacLeod
adviie me and the result will undoubtedly be to their detriment' .

A MIlMlllIT (ll (l'lc){rUlllN [llll ill KM Ixhllul.H sliowill I llllt i I USk

Dan Mc'l.ian diil nut work "lor lov '
I In' i-.iiis.." oiil> Kor Hi-

l.-w ilays 111- was "on tli.' joli" ii.' sjol +liil(l: *:iMI t'nini Miiirln'ail.

McOurdy's hench-man and the 'bag-holder; ' lui.l * '•'»' irom .1 !;

M.l.eoil alliT ihi- .•l.MMioii

"Money No Object."

Wliili- |)r. Ilav,-s, CiMlsi'rvativr s •laiv. »a> on lli.' slali.l In'

Klali'il tiiat 111' hiiiisi'll' iliil mil ha! •• any n v llial was not

in his proviiu-i'. Kfaiiis anil r.'aiiis of InrlliiT rviiii'in-i' of intar

inns aKri'i'iiimts iiiiiihl In' r.'|iniil I lii'.'i'. I. ill may !•. iiMil in

111.- i-iinri ri'i'o, Is. ll'-r.' ar.' .insl a Irw : llii'hai-l '>, Mi-Ni'il sai.l

hi' \vas "|ironiisi'il pli'iity of ronlrai'l work afli' o' iliM-lion"

RohiO't Mi-Kay saiil hi' was paiil *'"ill lor Ihi' Iri' lorlini: of a

iinnihi'r of Kri'iirh iii'i'sonaloi's froiii (iriinil KlaiiL' lo .'sonlh (iiii

".Moiioy no oli.ii'ct ; «•' want lln- nn'ii '. Mrs. .Iiilii- T.rrio

li'lr^raph operator, said w.is om' pi I' informal ini shr In-anl

jfo ovor till' wiiv. hi'twi'i'ii iiroiniiii'iit ( 'onsi'rv .iiivi's in ISaihl'ik

anil Chc'ti'caiiip.

Xi'il .Mi'Donalil tostifieil that mi liii'li lav .Miiiilna.l. Mc-

Curdy's man, stuffed a roll of hills into his haml. Ili' did not

eoiint the roll, hnt hocain.' suspii'ioiis and riliirii'd .ill Iml •i^'.'ti

Ti'li'Krnpli operators testified that I In- Government telegraph

lines were "free to Conservative workers". Mrs Tenio eNliilni .1

twenty-five of these "frei,' l.-leni-.-inis" wliieh she had ha|i|ien.'il

lo kee|i. David l)iinla|). operator at I'.addeek. said lliai nnss.-n;.,,

»eie always taken free for prominent Conservatives II.- sai.l h"

seiii many free leleirranis for ( 'onservaliv.'s diii'iii..' Ih.' hy

eli'i'lion oampaifrn. and iiistniefed other opeialnrs ainni.' Ih" lin.'

lo do likewis.'. Ill' added, that for seventeen years, prior to 1896.

he had sent messages free for members of the Conservative party.



Such talcs of a ili'tiauclKMl cloctorato. a systfinatically il''-

liauflifii fonstituoncy, iiiiglit Ik' continued, aluiost willioiil riid.

merely with excerpts Iroiii tlio trial record. Why were not

prosecutions started and the ;.niilty hroiif-'ht to hook? is a (luestion

which iiati rally arises. I'.eeause. hy the provisions of the N'.S.

Election Act, no pro.seciition can be snstained. nide.ss lironjjht

within a limited time. And this time had expired before the

commencement of the trial.

liut. before the bar of [inhlie opinion, the Conservative party

of Nova Scotia, its rank and file and officers, has been adjudged

GUILTY.
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