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THE CEASELESS ACT
BY REV. WILLIAM BURGESS,

OF THE ALMIGHTY.
L C. P.. EDGEWORTH, C.W.

And God divided the light ‘from the darkness.”—Gen. i., 4.

“The works of the Lord are great;
Bought out of all them that have pleasure
erein.”  And those works are not merely
Creative, but restorative,—works of salva-
tion and of regeneration: great in their
- O%ign—great in their accomplishment—
Breat in their results. Such were his
Works of creation, as set forth in the chap-
containing our text,—the visible hea-
Vens—the earth—the waters under the
Carth—the light—the darkness; these
15play his wisdom, power, and goodness,
8 of a very small but distinet portion
of his doings "in the stupendous work of
Creation that we purpose to speak; not,
“Properly speaking, a creative act, but an
Ugement of tbat which had already
0 created. “God divided the light
from the darkness.” What Jehovah then
94, in the exercise of his wisdom and
Power, he still performs thronghout all his
T any Jrangements. I form the light,
Create darkness; I the Lord do all
u.'e?ﬁ things.” It is his ceaseless act to
divide the light frown the darkness.
Vl T\ls consider,—~— .
.and:‘he things spoken of in the text;

2. What is affirmed concerning them.,

K 1.—The things spoken of in the text,
8t and darkness, To each of these
T there are different significations.—
bere i what we term natural light; there

~ 880 mental and moral light (the illu-
;lm'“ltlon of the understanding and of the
Sart); there are also providential, spiritual,
-8ud Sternal light: each of these has its
:pp"‘“ﬂ state of darkness. It is true that
a:r t speaks only of light uatural; yet,
t t.he works of God in nature are often
Ypical of 1q works of grace, we may fol-
éxample of Secripture, and in trac-

which we could not well exist; yet, per-
haps, we have never been sufficiently sensi-
ble of its value; perhaps we have not received
it, walked i it, enjoyed it, and rejoiced in ;
it as the gift of Him who gives us richly
all things to enjoy. Like all the gifts of
our Heavenly Father, it is beautiful, and
that beyond description. It cheers the
heart of the prisoner when it shines through
the grating of his solitary cell. It glitters
in the frozen skies of Lapland, and sheds
it golden lustre on the inhabitants of the
torrid zone. It makes manifest, “ for what-
ever doth make manifest is light.” It en-
ables us to avoid dangers aud obstacles,
and to travel safely in the most intricate
paths. It frustrates the designs of wicked-
ness: without it no profitable or useful oe-
cupations could be pursued; all would bae
confusion and danger; creation would be
one viewless, cheerless, colourless,unvarying
blank, and our lives would terminate in
despair; for no ground could be cultivated
—no harvest reaped—ro comnierce-carried
on—no word of God perused,~no knowled

of God conveyed to heathen lands. But
Jehovah raid, «Let light be, and there
.was light”  The lovely transparent fluid
sprang from nothing.into existence—glit-
tered amidst the darkness—shone in the
firmament—was treasured up in the sun,
and for thousands of years hasflowed thence
as waters from a fouatain, unceasing in its
emanations, free to all and without dimin-
ishing in quantity or lustre. It is true the
revolution of our earth around the sun and
on her own axis gives us various gradations
of light—the twilight, the morning, and
the meridian day; but the sun is ever the
same, like that Saviour whom he feably
shadows forth,—always glorious—always

OW the

:;g Ut the truths it teaches, may endeavour

ta Prove, that in the whole economy of na-
' h::' Providence, and grace, it is the prac-

bigh and prerogative of God to divide the
t from‘ the darkness. . 1

Light i creaturs of God, without

& blessing to mankind, « Truly the light
is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is to behold
the sun.”  But light is also pure; though
it dwell in the most poliuted places and
shine on the filthiest dunghills it coutracts
no pollution,—it cannot be defiled. Such

is light upon earth; what must it be in
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heaven! There is excess of light. How
feeble and how faint are the rays of the
sun compared therewith! There it cheers
every soul and clothes every object with
glk;gy and with beauty, It sparkles in the

iadem of Jesus; it composes alike his
sceptre, bis robe, his throne; and all in
that world of love, is brightness ineffable
and eternal.

But we live upon earth, and have there-
fore darkness as well as light; natural
darkness. Not that there is any substan-
tial darkness in our' world: darknesss with
w4 we apprehend, is ajmere negaiion—the
mere absence of light. Like light i has
ita degrees; there are dark days; there is
the common darkness of night; and there
is the black gloom of an exceeding dark
night. But in hell, there is, wo apprehend,
material darkness, horrible and utter—
darkness that may be felt. In this world
there is perhaps, no place or time so utterly

-dark as not to have some small degree of
light mixed with it, but there, is the black-
ness of darkness, for ever, These, Jight
and darkness, were mingled with the chaos
of materials which God spake into exis-
tence when “the earth was without form
and void, and darkness was upon the face
of the desp.  And the Spirit of (God
moved upon the face of the waters. And
God said, Let there be light, and there was
light; and God divided the light from the
darkness.” It was his work to banish
the one, and to shed abroad and display
the other. ’ !

Thus far in reference to natural light in
darkness. There are also mental and moral
light (in the understanding and in the con-
science). Wisdom and knowledge are light,
and the absence of these (folly and ignor-
ance) is darkness. “If the light that s in
thee be darkness,” said Jesus to the

. Pharisees, “how great is that darkness.”
i. &, “If your very understanding is per-
verted by the influence of sin, how great
must be the darkness that reigns within
you,and hinders your reception of the
truth.”  Mental and moral darkness are
the sad consequences of the fall; so
that in a state of fallen nature the
very light within us is darkness. It is
willul ignorance in the understanding—it
18 error in judgment—it is perverseness. in
the will—it is corruption in the heart—it
e pollution and death in the soul. 'What

THE GOOD
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shall we say of errors in the Jjudgment f—
Are we entirely blameless  in judging
wrong concerning things of the utmost im-
portance, in puiting a wrong construction
upon the divine commands, or in forming
a wrong estimate of the velative value
of the things of time and eternity, or in
jndging  wrongly concerning the way of
salvation by Christ Jesus? Are we Llame-
less in judging wrongly about these things -
when our Heavenly Father,in compassion
to human ignorance, is holding out 0 us
the torch of truth, the light of his divine
word? If we would form a eorreet esti-
mate of any object in common life we
bring it to the light, that we may examine
iton every side: do%o by all your pursuits,
my friends; do so by your opinions, your
motives, your hopes and fears, your souls
and your eircumstances, your plans and
habits; all you have, all you are—bring
all to the light,—the light of Seripture.—
The individual whose judgment of things
8 erroneous cannot be innocent; his is
guilty error, unless he has brought every
thing to the light of divinetruth, and has
besought that light of heaven may shine
into his soul. « Thy word is truth,” said
the psalmist, « the entrance of thy word
giveth light” said he, Gospel light and
truth then are one.

¢« When once itenters to the mind,
It sheds such light abroad:

The meanest souls instruction find
And raise their thoughts to God.”

The children of spiritual Israel still dwelk
in Goshen; Hght is in their dwellings and
amony them.  Yes, there is a mental and
a spiritual Goshen in which God causes
his people for the most part to dwell. It
still stands on record, «All thy children
shall be taught of God” «1 am the
light of the world,” saith Jesus, ¢ he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness.
but shall have the light of life.” .

There is also divine providence both in.
its bright and gloomy dispensations. If.it
@ true (a8 it certainly is) that Jehovah
fixes the bounds of his people’s habitations
—that the verv hairs of their heads are
numbered—that he has them under  his
special care and protection; it is equally
true that their path through life is a che-
quered scene: itis not all light; not alk
enjoyments, and peace, and purity, and love
with them in this warld; but on the
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other band, néitber is it all gloom and son
row: there is light amidst the darkness,
ob for a time njoyed much prosperity
and peace; and it was an affecting view
he took of it afterwards, when he said,
** Oh that I were as jn months that are past,
38 in the days when God preserved me:
When his candle shined upon my head;
and when by his light I walked through
arkness” The dispensations of providence
¥ith which he was  visited were very
gloomy ang dark, so that he was brought
0 exclaim, «Heo hath brought me into
arkvess and not into light” Al was
Obscurity: he conld not see why God had
S0 grievously afflicted him, nor could he
any prospect of an end to his afflictions;

all wag shrouded in mystery.  Sorrows
and suffering abounded towards him—
et light was sown for him, it s rang u
nd bare fruit even in this dark world:
Bladness ang DPeace once more took posses-
8lon of hig heart; and such was his sub-
Sequent prosperity that it exceeded all he
bad kgwy, before,

<81t darkness with any of the Lord’s
People present? Are his dealings myste-
Toug? A, their state and prospects full
f gloom ang obscurity ! Child of sorrow,
Strive to bow with submission to the will of
Your Heavenly Father. .
“ Whate’er thy lot, whoe’er thon be,
oW to affliction; kiss the rod:
And in thy circling sorrows, gee
The hand of God.

* The bruised reed he’ll never break;
iction all his childrer feel:
€ Wouads thee for his mercg’s sake, R
He wounds to heal,
” Ifet Patience have her perfect work.”—
Light s sowu for the righteous, and glad-
t}?& for the upright in heart.” « Whyart
ou wn oh my soul! and why art
thoy disquisted within me?  «“Hope in
g“dr for thou shalt yet praise him who ig
© health of ¢ y countenance.” « Ag
*bing time it shall be light.” Y,
t in, When you are expecting the darkpess
o

Sems i

8 ave set for ever,~-then, « g¢
7ettime it shall be Bght”  «Who 58
obe "8 you that feareth the Lord ang-
Yeth his servant: that walketh n dark.
and hath no light; let him trugy 3

%f the Lord, anl;i stg upon hig
“Unto the upright ere ariseth

”

Uigh s,

' heart, we see and feel
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There are also spiritual and eternal lights,
with their opposite states of. darknesa,—

“With thee is the fountain, of life,” said
the sacred  writer, and *jn thy light shall
we see light.”  While we are in the  dark-

ness of natural corruption wnd alienation
from God, we know nothing aright, noth-
ing of the evils of 8in, nothing of .the
astonishing love of Jesus, we have no .just
conceptions of the amazing and stupendous
work of redlemption, or of the work of the
Holy Spirit upon the soul of man. Bus
whenin infinite compassion Jehovah enlight-
ens the understanding and tonches .the
the reality and vast

importance of eternal things——we see at
what an awful distance sin has placed ue
from a God of Spotless parity—wae - feel
how deeply we are steeped in the poiron

p|and pollution of iniquity—we adore the

infinite wisdom manifested in the plan of
redemption, that stapendous plan, which
while it redeems, pardons and  sanctifies
the sinner: satisfies also the high claimss of
divine justice, magnifies the divine perfec-
tions, and brings Glory to God in “the
highest.”  Some of us, we trust, have
been made partakers of this spiritual light;
it has shown to us our need of salvation
and of sanctification, jt has revealed to us
the Redeemer—his suitabloness to our
soul's need, the preciousness of his blood,
the free grace of God in Christ Jesus, and

. {the utter worthlessness of any remedy
but this for the woes of a sip-staimed
world,

Permit us 10 ask each of you, has the
Sun of Righteousness arisen upon your
soul? 1f so, his bright beams have chased

away the night of sin, of error, of rebel-
Ton, 4nd of unbelief, « Y weré sorre-
time darkness, but now are ye light in
the Lord; walk as children of light, and

when the sun of enjoyment |,

have no fellowship with the uofruithal
works of darkness, byt rather reprove
them.” '

Need we inform you what spiritual
darkness is?  Ajas) it is to be feared that
in moet assemblies there are some who are
living in darkness, with souls dead t> the
experimental knowledge and enjoyment o
spiritual things: and a state of death is
a state of darkness—we say dead to -al)
szperience and enjoyment of spiritual

thiugs, becanse there may be a thooroti_c
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knowledge of them without experience—
we may comprehend and explain that
which we do not ; but the light

Jesus imparts to his followers is the light

of experience: they know, because they

feel—they believe, because they experience

—they have the witness within; and the

spiritual they possess leads on to light eter-
nal: it begins on earth, it is perfected in

glory. My friends, there is also eternal
darkness; we warn you that you may es-
¢ cape from it. *“Flee from the wrath to

- come.” We vead of those to whom the

blackness of darkmess is apportioned for

ever,—but that eternal state of bliss which
is ip reverse for the people of God has no

- cloud of error, sorrow, sin, or pain; no

darkness of soul or of dispensation, for the

former things are passed away, are exchang-
ed for light and joy eternal.

: 2.—We have now to consider, more
briefly, in the second place, what may be
affirmed concerning the objects here set
before us: God divides the light from the
darkness. He is accomplishing this upon
earth by a mysterious but infinitely wise

rocess. Much light aud darkness dwells
m the minds of individuals—in the vari-
ous religious sects throughout the land,
and among the different nations of the
world. Whatever true light is in the world,
it 8 of God. He isits Author. By na-
ture all are under the dominion of the
prince of darkness, and are enslaved by him.
But & stronger than he comes upon him
and delivers the captive from the dark
dungeons of iniquity. Speaking of some
of the most notorious sinners, the apostle
says, “ Among whom we all had our con-
versatiou in time past, and were by nature
children of wrath, even as others.”—

Jesus came tobe a light to them that sit
in darkness; he sends his Spirit with his
word to subdue the rebellious heart, to
awaken the insensible heart—to pour the
light of celestial day upon the benighted
spirit—to shew the sinuer to himself, and
to reveal the saving merey of God in Christ

“to reveal the dangers that lie in his path-
"way to eternity— to give him right views
"of every essential truth conmected with
salvation and eternal life—to teach him
everything it is requisite he should know
and experience ere he ean inbabit the
zealme of light above—in short, toseparate
the light from the darkness, Hitherto the

THE GOOD NEWS.

very light had been darkness; there had
been light in the intellect perhaps, but
darkuess in the soul (for in many an un-
renewed character the one is strangely
mixed with the other). There may even
possibly exist a ‘theoretic kunowledge of
divine things where the blackest crimes
dwell in the heart and are perpetrated
in  the life. But  where Jesus
shines forth in mercy——where the
Holy Spirit exerts his power, the light is
separated from the darkness; there is no
longer that heterogeneous mixture of know-
ledge and sin, of divine trath in the intel-
lect and sin in the life, which formerly ex-
isted. Jehovah has wrought his wondrous
work, has divided the light from the dark-
ness, has separated the sinner from his
sins, “and behold all things are become
new.”

Is there a soul in this audience that feels
its own state to be a state of spiritual dark-
ness? a soul only saying, « Oh, that God
would regenerate me! Let bim turn that
wish into a prayer, «Let him ask of God
who giveth to all men liberally and up-
braideth not, and it shall be given him.”—
Yes, while our gracious God, the fountain
of light, imparts wisdom and knowledge.
in answer to prayer, “ he upbraideth not,”
he will never uppraid us for our ignorance,
if it be not wilful ignorance i. e., ignorance
in which we allow and encourage ourselves.
There are those who choose to remain
ignorant of religious truths, that by their
ignorance they may extenuate their guilt;
but ignorauce is no excuse for guilt. It 8
written in holy scripture concerning some
who wished not to retain God in their
knowledge, that «this they willingly were
iguorant of, that by the wotd of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth stand-
ing in the water and out of the water.”—
"They did not wish to know this, or anything
else respecting God, or to retain him in
their knowledge; what a sad and a ruin
ous state of mind—yet alas! how many
there are now who wilfully put from them
the remembrance of Jehovab, desiring not
the knowledge of his ways. Will their ig-
norance excuse their guilt? it will not, be:
cause Lheir ignorance is wilful. Let u8
never shun the light of truth, let us seok
to know truth even though truth should

condemn us, seeing that there is no 9:; ﬁ.

of darkuess from which Jeeus ia mot
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and willing to deliver us if we come unto
God by him. :

Allow us to ask, my friends, what is the
State of your souls in the sight of God?
(for all” our hearing is of little use
unless the word is applied to the con-
Science.)

Those of you who attend the preaching
of the gospel in this place, certainly have
thedight of truth in your intellect. If you
are still ignorant of the doctrines of divine
8race, of the character of Jesus, of the way
of salvation by him,
of your nature, the value of your souls,
the vast importance of eternal things, it
Must be your own fault. There i lightin
your intellect, but where is your heart ?
8 it grovelling in the darkness and pollution
of iniquity ¢ or have you experienced the
SWeetness of spiritual light—light from

ount Calvary, revealing to you the love
of Jesus t Light from: Mount Tabor, re-
Vealing the Saviour's excellent glory 3—
-ght from the Spiritand the word, point-
g out the pathway to eternal bliss ! filling
Jou with love to God, and with desires to

¢ conformed to the image of HIM that
died for you? Has light imparted shown
you by contrast your natural darkness
3ud poljution? Has it eaused Jou to re-
Pent of, to confess, to forsake, and loathe
Ihiquity, and carefully to avoid all appear-
ance of evil? If not, the light that is in
1% i8 as yet darkness, Go, poor sinner,
£0 t0 him who said, “Let there he light,”
and there was light, and he will shed it
8broaq ip your heart, separating you from
¥y our sing, and bringing you into the glori-
Ous liberty of the sons of God. But dark-
and light are strangely mixed in our

W0 gospel land. What glorious truths
?l:e Proclaimed every Lord’s-day from
th"“Sands of pulpits!* What bundreds of
‘ th"“&’md hear these truths and rejoice in
. evem‘! bat numbers of souls are brought
v ﬁ’y Year out of darkness into God’s mgy.
Re ous light, by the preaching of the word,
+ 8nd othey instrumentalities! What g,
a“d"' of books containing pure gospel truth
™ Put into the hands of childhood and of
ty'u?th 10 the present day! Whgt a pro:
nugy there is of the word of Jife What
:'"nb’{ﬂ of excellent christians, of various
- R adorning the doctrine of
. 'ﬂ:'ldo their Baviour, are to be found in
U parts of the pation! All this iy

of the corruption of

_hastening on the period

good, this is the progress of light, this is

cause for rejoicing, this is from God, this

is the work of the Spirit. But then, o,
the other hand, what numbers live in the

land as if there was no God. What pro-

fanation of the Sabbath! What unblush-

ing profligacy! What opposition, covet-

ousness, and deceit! What empty profes-

sion, substituting the forms of religion for-
religion itself! at numbers have their

minds poisoned by infidel publications,

corrupting fictions, or pernicious errors,

circulated through the land! AJl this is

darkness, and it emanates from the prince

of darkness. But God, “ who moves in a

mysterious way,” is even now separating

the light from the darkness; truth is from

heaven, and it must prevail.  Jehovah

frequently accomplishes his gracious designs

by his preached word. Hence he said to

the first preachers of the ospel, “Ye are
the lights of the world.” It is the duty of
those who have received the divine light to

impart it to others. Ye who are stewards
of the mysteries of God, it js yours to point
out what is truth and what is error—wlhiat
sin is, and what is true righteousness, and

thus distinguish between and separate the

light from the darkness. "

But consider the world at large—con-
template China; look at India; turn to the
isles of the vast Pacific; regard Madagascar,
and Africa—the mysterious and mereiful
process is carrying on among these; they
shall not always lie in darkness, the divine
word is beginning to illumine them, souls
are being won to the Redeemer, there is a
gathering in of those who are to be heirs
of salvation, separating the heathen from
their abominations—shewing them the
difference between light and darkness, -
pouring the bright beams of gospel day
upon millions who had hitherto sat in the
region of the shadow of death, and thus
of final sgparation.
The most superficial chserver of transpiring
events may see that things are tending to
& greater and more effoctual display of
gospel truth, especially in reference to China,
Madagascar, and Indin. All this is the
work of God; his providence is removing
every obstacle to the triumphs of his grace ;
even in the cloud"which overhangs Europe
at present, Johovah is at work; swayi
the scoptre of his omnipotsuce over' the
kingdoms of this world, he is bendipg all
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the affairs of nations, all transpiring events,
all the designs of sovereigus, into subser-
vience to His gracious designs; causing all
inmiprovements in art, all discoveries in
science, all increasing facilities for interna-
tional intercourse, to further his vast designs
of mercy in the regeneration of a dying
world. The conversion and restoration
of that world unto himself, is as solely and
truly his work, as creation was at the first.
What is the apostle’saccount of it?  « God,
who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Christ Jesus ;7 thus light
was given to them, that they might impart
it to others. They preached and wrote
the word under divine inspiration, that
word and spirit are now the instruments
of spreading divine light throughout the
earth, and thus all things are of God.

To conclude,—~The day of final separa-
tion is hastening on, then, for ever and at
once, God will divide «the tight from the
darkness,” truth from error, holiness from
iniquity, the righteous from the wicked.
Truth and righteousness shall dwell in
heaven, error and iniquity, shall sink to
hell. The wicked will then be all darkness,
the righteous will then be all light.  Yes,
“ then shall the righteous shiue forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father.”—
“Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”—
Who bath a heart to feel, oramind capable
of reflection, let him consider what will
then be his portion; let him not dismiss
the thought, let him ask himself whether
he is now in the light, walking in light,
loving and reflecting divine light, or whether
he loves the deeds of darkness, the ways of
error and of sin, and if he does, how he

will bear to dwell amidst the horrors of |

eternal darkness.

“But, beloved, we hope better things of
you, and things that accompany salvation,
though we thus speak.”

— e

PAUL GERHARDT.

~ Psa xxxvii. 5, « Commit thy way unto the Lord;
trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.”

This distinguished hymn writer of Ger-
_many was a preacher in Brandenburg.
His style of preaching did not please the
Elector, who ordered him to quit the coun-

THE GOOD
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try or change his doctrine.  Gerhardt
chose the former course, and left the scene
of his Jabours, accompanied by his wifs
and children. The sequel is thus related
by Rev. J. Curwen, in a little book for
children, entitled *Sketches in Nassau:”
—* At the end of their first day's journey
they came to a wood, and rested at a little
inn they found there. The little children
were crying and clinging to their mother,
acd she, t00, who had kept up all day,
began now to weep. This made Paul
Gerhardt have a_very heavy heart, so he
went alone into the dark wood to think
andpray.  While he was in the wood, this
text came into his mind and comforted
him, ¢Commit thy way unto the Lord:
trust also in Him; and He shall bring it
to pass”  He was so happy that he had
remembered that text, and so thankful to
God, that he tried to make the text into a
hymn as he paced up and down benéath
the trees. When he went into the house,
he told his wife about the text, and began
to repeat to her hishymn. She soon dried
her tears (the children had already gone to
sleep), and became as hopeful and trustful
as Paul Gerhardt himself,

“ They had scarcely retired to rest, when
they heard a great noise at the door. It
|'was a man on horseback, who said, ‘I come
| from Duke Christian, of Musebnrg, and I
am in search of Paul Gerhardt; do you
know whether he has passed this way?
‘Paul Gerhardt! said the landlord, ‘yes,
he is in this house” «Then let me see
him instantly,’ said the Duke's messenger.
And the messenger handed to the good
man a large sealed letter; it came from the
good Duke Christian, and it said, ¢ Come
nto my country, Paul Gerbardt, and you
shall have church, and people, and house,
and home, and livelihood, and liberty

to preach the gospel to your heart’s con-
tent.”

Prayre,—~Sometimes there passes over
the fields a wind which parches the plants,
abd their withered stems will droop toward the
earth; but if watered by the dew, they recover
their freshness, and lift up their languishiog
heads. Qo there are always burning
which 5::35 over the soul, and wither it. Prayer
is the dew which refreshes it again.
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THE WHOLE HEART.

——

BY REV. T. L. OUYLER.

A rew years ago a distinguished
merican naturaliat was discovered by one
of our vessels wandering alone on the silent
Shores of the Pacific Ocean. He was strol-
g by the water side on a sharp search for
8pecimens of natural history for the cabinet
of Harvard University.  Five thousand
9ng miles separated him from his comfort-
able Boston home, But what were priva-
008, or loneliness, or scanty fare, or the
Absence of loved faces to him ¢ Was not
1 whole soul embarked in the search for
Tare flowers, such as flame on Californian
Plains, and for the cunning shells that the
Acific waves east up on the pebbly strand ¢
18 heart was invested in the enterprise:
ee Was a self-devoted miissionary of sci-
nea,

“This was the secret of Newton's imperial
SUccess, He gave his days and nights to |
Physiea] science.  And when his magnifi-
®nt discoveries had heen achieved, and

the heavens had yielded their hidden secrets

18 telescope—when the solid globe had |
a balance—then|

0 weighed by him as in
the genius of truth erowned his heonoured |
°ad with the benediction—s Thou hast ,
Ought me, and found me, for thou didst ;
Search for me with all the heart.” |
I wopV me the effective Chuistian, too, and |
; Will show you a man whose whole heart |
S n ]9\'e with Jesus. The will to serve |
; od (implanted by the converting Spirit) |
> 3% 00 Joss to find ten thousand ways to i
w9 . He ig« always abounding in the |
aOrk of the Lord.” 'On the Sabhath he ;
8 VAYS Manages to get to church, however |
reely the sun streams down its fire, or |

d;’l‘"ever violently the rain-cloud pours its ;
U6 upon the pavements. His heart so

:::hes for the poor waifs gathered into his |
i's“loﬂ-ﬂcbool class, that a headache is no
n.“gmnce to him. When the Wednesday
dlag’t Comes, it finds him weary with a long
leey S work ; but the bell rings for the weekly
ture, ang 4 heart-bell within responds to
aft l.:'iveleom‘e music.  He says, ] cannot
e L miss my soul’s food to-night;” no
"8 can hig pastor afford to have him
MML 1t is soon the night for the prayaer-’
con ¥ing. He will be missed if he takes
P%l with tired limbs or sleepy  gyes,
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meeting too, and he
So he fires up the

His soul will miss the
the Jeaner for the loss,

| engine once more, and with a wide-awake

heart in a weary body, he sallies off to the
prayer-circle. The neighbour who drop-
ped in to go over the news, or to inquire
about stocks, or to take a game of chess,
does not detain him. His heart is with
Jesus and the disciples in the prayer-meet-
ing already, and his body “follows suit.”
Does a lover ever find the night too cold,
too stormy, or too dark for him to venture
off to find her *in whom his soul delight-

eth ¢”
Such service of Christ is downright en-
joyment. It isa daily luxury. It is none

the less enjoyable because it entails some
hardships and self-denial—because it some-
times sends a head-wind of unpopularity
into his face—because it requires him ta
wear an old coat, the longer, in order tq
have a few extra shillings for a work of
charity—or because it involves some sacri-
fice of money-getting or of social comfort.
He turns work into play.  His soul Jives in
a constant sunshine; and the bad digestion
of a spiritual dyspeptic he knows no more
of than of the plague or the Jewish leprosy.
But take the Zeart out of a man’s religion,
and it becomes the most pitiable penance
and the dreariest of drudgeries.

Perbaps too, we may find in thig very
spot the reason why so many awakened
and once anxious sinners have never yet
found the Saviour. They only sought the
infinite blessing with but a fraction of the
heart. God wasin earnest when he invited
them; they were not. The Spirit of grace
was inearuest when he strove with them;
they were not. A fragment of the heart,
a few hours of the Sahbath, an accasional
fitful thought, they were willing to give ta
Christ, if he would ensure them a safa
escape from perdition. But the very least
and lowest terms which the blessed Saviour
could ofter them were—« Ye shall seek ma
and find me, when ye search for me with
all yaur heart®

Unconverted reader! does not this touch
the very** sorespot” with you? Is not thig
your very sin and danger? You ask every-
thing from God; you will not give every-
thing tahim,  Just as surely 88 the day of

Ju%gment comes and finds you hopeless
an

Christless, take up a bitter

you will | ,
lamentation in wards like thesg—«T ag



316 THE GOOD

lost—lost for ever. I might have been
saved. I often came near to heaven;I wae
more than once at the threshold. Others
passed by and wentin. My intimate friend
went in. A brother entered in at my very
side; my wife, with a tearful pleading to
me to follow her, passed through the open
door. I might have gone. Conscience
bade me go. Reason urged it. A cruci-
fied Saviour, with pierced hand, opened
wide the gate. I exzpected to come in ere
it should close. The Spirit strove with
me, to give God my heart.  But the con-
ditions of salvation were—‘Ye shall seek
me and find me, when ve search for me
-with all the heart” This I would not give.
1 kept back what God asked, and I have
lost everything/” To sink into perdition
is a fearful doorn at best, but infinitely more
barrowing and awful for the sou) that re-
members that it fell there from the very
threshold of heaven!

FORGIVENESS.

That mercy I to others show,
That mercy show to me.

Surely the recipients of mercy should be
manisters of mercy, and the mercy which
follows them, in divine bestowment, should
be the mercy they follow in humsn imita-
tion. When He forgives, it is with ne re-
servation. It is not a qualified thing, car-
rying with it some terrible adjunct, which
cuts off from the value of the gift, dimming
its lustre, and embittering its sweetness.
But it is clear, and pure, and rich, and
comes streaming down from the heaven of
heavens—a flood of light. “I, even I, am
he that blotteth out thy transgressions for
mine own sake, and will not remember thy
sins.” And thus human mercy is to show
* Mself without that cruel abatement, “1 can

forgive, but not forget.” Frank, cordial,
bearty, should be every pardon of unother’s
offence ; thus carrying the stamp of heaven’s
.mint upon it, and having in it a ring of
love as the coin of God. -

God will multiply pardons. For thou-
sands and thousands of years has he been
forgiving rebels, and acquitting debtors.
Thiuk of the pardons which fill a lifetime,
the pardons which cover a century, the par-
dons bestowed on the individuals of a na-
tion or a race!  On the other hand, how
woon is our pardoning power exhausted !

NEWS-

Some one offends; we forgive him. He
offends again ; we forgive again. But now
the fountain ceases; the water in our mercy’s
well fails. Yet the Saviour teaches us that
merciful Jove in us is to be the counterpart
of the merciful love of our Father in
heaven. ¢ Then came Peter to him, and
said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? till seven
times?  Jesus raith unto bim, I say not
unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until
seventy times seven.”  Not only do pardons
come when the children of men turn to their
heavenly Father, saying, “I repent;” but
while they continue obstinate and rebellious,
he forbears to strike them with the rod of
bis flerce anger. He is long-suffering, and
not willing that any should perish, If
that be a model for us, then our wrath is
not to be let Joose against out enemies until
they come and submit themselves; but
rather mercy is to curb resentment, and to
triumph over judgment.  Let no one say,
“Iwill wait til) some overture of repentance
be made;” for God's method is to anticipate
by overtures of forgiveness. It is common
to cry, “ He ought to be the first to come
to me;” but a Christian shoyld not be
loth to say, «“ I will be the first to go to
him.”  Allay irritation—pacify tempestu-
ous temper—send an embassage—invite
reconciliation.

THE JEWS.

When we see gus pipes laid through a
city, waiting only for the gas to be turned
on, we see at once the design, although at
presentthe pipes are buried and apparently
useless. 8o it is with the Jews. They
are laid in every nation ofthe world, speak-
ing its language, familiar with its usages,
penetrating to its utmost core. At pre-
sent they seem buried and useless. But
they are to be the great future preachers
of the gospel, xnd when the light is turned
on, they will illuminate the whole world.
It will require God'’s miraculous power to
produce this; but it has required God's
miraculous power to placethem where they
are. Shall we refuse to see that purpose
in the p tion, which we would at onee
recognize in the result?

The longest meditation on our evil for-
tunes will not better them. An act, in the

right direction, outweighs a eentury of

good resolutions.
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“WHAT AM I WORTH

A ¥Ew months ago, a poor working
™ason, a foreigner, and a Frenchman, a
Stranger in London, went to a builder’s
Yard, in that city, and requested work,
The foreman to whom he applied hesitated
3t granting his request, but the foreigner
Persevered.  “IfIam not worth sevenpence
20 bour,” said he, « give me sixpence; if I
am not worth sixpence, give me fivepence ;
1 am not worth fivepence, give me what
You think I am wotth, ouly let me have
Some work.” He gained his point, and
Teceived work, at first at a low rate of pay,
bflt Pproving himself to be a good workman,
' Wages were advanced, and he is now
getling on very well. This man knew
What he was worth, and felt sure that if he
Were tried, others would soon know also.
H? Was willing to stoop at first that he
Might rise at last. His example appears
Me worthy of imitation, and that we
way gain something by asking the questioh,
“What am I worth §” Perhaps the answer
Y385 not be so favourable as we expected,
Ut let us be honest and willing to work
What we are worth, False appearances

or answer; if we try to pass off ourselves
Mere than our real value, we shall soon
be detocted. Fulse coin will not long pass
3 8euuine, and we shall soon sink

lgvel.

But let us not be discouraged,
Sven if

Wwe are not worth so much as we
t we were—«It is never too late to
mmend.” Every day we may learn some-
th‘,"g. 0O natter how little; and as “mauny
a litge makes & mickle” we may soon find
;""‘ Value to ourselves and to others greatly
by 80 much for our business val ue,

blet us agk the question, “What am ]
;‘“h" With another meaning—“What am
worth What is the value of my real
%lf, of that part, without which the most
orful frame bacomes 8o much lifeless
bez,\we Bre at a loes for an answer, it has
furnished to us by One who spake as

- man spake. These are his words,
b bat shall it profit & man, if he gain the
(xf:‘ world, and lose his own sou] §"—
k viii. 86) This estimate must be

. The soul i worth more thun the
“lo world. Lot us then be deeply ir-

to our|

7

pressod by the value of our souls. ' Let us
not barter them for Plessure, not sell them
for gold, but commit them unto Him who
is both able and willing to keep them in
safety, both here and hereaftor, Truly
We may return a solemn answer to the
question, “What am I worth ”

Tt
GOD IN ALL, AND ALL IN GOD.

Thee in the loving bloom of morn,
Thee in the purple eve we see: .
All things in earth and heaven, O Lord,
Live and move in Thee! .

Thee in the spring’s fresh joy oflife;
Thee in the May-dew’s timid glow;

Thee in the autumn’s mellow blugh;
Thee in winter’s snow!

Life is not life without Thee, Lord;
Thou fill'st creation’s wondrous whole;

Light is not light without Thy love;
Blank this boundless sonl !

Thee, Lord, without, this seeing eye

: Looks on a mist, a void, a blot;

Thee, Lord, without, this hearing ear
Hears, yet heareth not!

No, not the beauty of the earth,
Not the wide splendour of the sea;

No, not the glory of the heavens;—
Save a8 seen in Thee!

No, not the fragrance of the woods,
Nor the deep music of the breesge.
Notall the hues of field and flower;—

But Thyself in these!

No, not the valley nor the hill,
The lake, the stream, the waterfall;
No, not the girdling zone of blue;—
But Thyself in all! :

No, not the flash of diamond,
The glow of pale or Tosy gem;

Not the fair marble’s polish’d front;—
But Thyself in them!

Without Thee day is darkest night,
With Thee the deepest night is day;

Earth's only sun, 0 Lord, art Thou;—
Shine our gight away.

Being of beings, Lord. and God,
Thee in all things these eyes would see,
And all things round, beneath, above,
Lord in Thee, in Thee!

Mont blessed Lord, great God of all,
My dawn, my noon, my day, my eve,
My light, my glorrv. and my joy, ‘
Lord, in whom [ live.

Give me every day and hour,
Some newer, holier, happier ray,
T Eor o Thy e gag o8 b
[ true day. .
by " Hoaarive Bowag.
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THE LAMB OF GOD.

——
“T1ay my sins on Jesus,
.. 'The spotless Lamb of God;
Be bears them all, and frees us
From the acoursed load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus,
0 wash my crimson stains
White in His blood most precious,
Till not & spet remains.

“I lay my. wants on Jesus;
All fuloess dwells in Him:
He heals all my diseases;
‘He doth my soul redeem.
Tlay my griefs on Jesus,
My burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases,
He all my sorrows shares.

“I rest my soul an Jesus,
This weary soul of mine;
His right band me embraces,

I on His breast recline.
T love the name of Jesus,
Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes
His name abroad is pour'd.

“I long to he like Jesus,
Meek, loving, lowly, mild;
I long to be like Jesus,
The Father's holy child.
Tlong to be with Jesus
Amid the heavenly throng,
To sing with saints His praises,
To learn the angels’ song.”

—_—— e

THE BOOK OF BOOKS.

GOOD NEWS.
and memorial of by-gone days but unsuit.
able for an age which has superseded the
cruder views of theseold “ chroniclers,"and
inaugurated a new era of religious develop-
ment.  Vain dreamers! «For ever, O
God, thy word is settled in heaven.” «The
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple.” “The word of
the Lordis tried.” «Thy word is very
[sure, therefore thy servant loveth it.”
What a crowd of witnesses could be sum-
moned to give personal evidence of its
ﬁreciousness and value. How many aching
eads would raise themselves from their
pillows, and tell of their obligations to its
soothing ‘messages of love and power!
How many death-beds could send their
occupants with pallid lips to tell of the staff
which upheld them in the dark valley !
How many in the hour of bereavement
{ could lay their finger on the promise that
[first dried the tear from their eye, and
brought back the smile to their saddened
countenances! How many voyagers in
life’s tempestuous ocean, now landed on the
heavenly shore, would be ready to hush
their golden harps, and descend to earth
with the testimony that this was the bles-
sed beacon-light which guided them to
» their desired haven!

Ah, Philosophy! thou hast never vet,
ias this book, taaght a man how to die!
! Reason! with thy flickering torch, thoy
‘hast never vet guided to such sublime

Auip the duties and difficulties, the:
cares and perplexities of life, how many a '
pang and tear would it save us, if we went '
with chastened and inquiring spirits to "
these sacred oracles! How many trials |
would be mitigated, how many sorrows '
soothed, and temptations avoided, if we
proceeded every step in life with the in quiry,
* What saith the Seripture?” How fov,
it is to be feared, make (as they should do),
the Bible a final court of appeal, an arbiter
for the settlement of all the vexed questions
in she consistory of the soul? God keep
us from that saddest phase and dogma
of ‘modern infidelity—the sacred volume
classed among the worn and effete hooks
of the past—God keep us from regarding
his lively oracles with only that misnamed
* veneration,” which the antiquary bestows

an some pieco of medizval armour, a relic

mysteries, such comforting truths, as these !
Science! thou hast penetrated the arcana
of nature, sunk thv shafts into earth’s reces-
ses, unburied its stores, counted its strata,
measured the height of its massive pillars,

;down to the very pedestals of primeval
j granite.  Thou hast tracked the lightning,

traced the path of the tornado, uncurtained
the distant planet, foretold the coming of
the comet, and the return of the eclipse.
Bat thou hast pever been able to guuge
the depths of man's soul, or to answer the
question, “What must I 4o to be saved 2”
No, no: this antiquated volume is still
the “ Book of books,” the oracle of oracles,
the heacon of heacons; the poor man's
treasury; the child’s companion: the sick -
man’s health ; the dying man’s life ; shallows
for the infant to walk in; depths for giant
intellect to exploreandadore!  Philosophy,
if she would but qwn it, is indebted hers-
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for the noblest of het maxims: poetry for|  So nigh, so very nigh to hod;
e loftiest of her themes, Painting has F:rci:"&?;',‘::s?; it Son,
Zathered here her noblest inspiration, Tam as near as he.
usic has ransacked those golden stores for

the grandest of her srains. And if there s‘ﬁ‘:x’dig,v T Year to God,

@ life in the chureh of Christ, if her mis- The love wherewith He loves the Son,
Slonaries and ministers are carrying the Such is His love to me,
torch ofsalvation through the world, where Why should I ever carefal b,

1§ that torch ]ighted but at these same un- HSinc;a ;nch a God is n;ljtne?d a
Ying altar fires! When a hilosophy, Coyatehes o'er me night an lay,
ly so called, shall become dorlzzinant,};n):l | And tells me, “Mine i thine. "
seek with its proud dogmas to supersede , T—— N
this divine philosophy ; when the of Bible A TOUCHING SCENE.
OfJoshua, and David, and Timothy, and," .
8ul, is clasped and closed; the” only | . Rev. Horace Bushnell, who is blind, a
Morality and philosophy worth Speaking | City missionary for twenty years in Cincin-
of will' have perished from the earth 1 batl, in his last report relates the follow-
gon will have taken the place of God’s" mg; .
kS the world’s funeral " pile may be *Leaving the omnibus one day, and feel-
lIindled. | ing for the sidewalk with my staff, a wo-
Love your Bibles, as they are the | man’s voice inquired;
Souvenips of your earliest childhood ; the| “Are you blind sir
&ift of 4 mother's love, or the pledge of a| “Quite blind.”
i.ﬂ»ther’s affectjon; 80 Jet them be your last ! ¢ Wel], here’s the sidewalk; but ean you
and fondest treasure; the keepsakes and | guess where you are #
r-looms which You are most desirous: “Yes, at the corner Of ~meg and —u
0 transmit to your children.—J, R | streets.” '

i, D.D. { “Well, you are good at guessing; but
o : can you tell why God has deprived you, a
LABOUR FOR CHRIST, holy man, of sight and left me, a drunken
3 _— sinner, with my evest” ,
Abways sbounding in the work of the Lord."— | «Even so, Father, for so it seemed good
1 Cor. xv. 58. s : ”
in thy sight,

Come labour og! «Y, - i
ggo dare stand idle on the harvest plain, . ¥ by ,Iyle may be your Father, but hei
A {le all around him waves the golden grain; not mine.

24 %0 each servant does the Master say, “ Have we not all one Father! Hath

“Go, work to day!” ol one God created us al]

The 1., COme, labour on ! “One God created us, but I am now an
w‘;g:}lrers are few, the field ig wide, X enemy and not a child.”

O land T sy e s | Y Bhd no 50, yet through the blood of
he call ig, «Come 1" Jesus they who were sometimes alienated
The . Come, labour on! and. enemies by wicked works; become re-

Ang Work g Pleasant, the reward is sure, conciled to God.”
now'}}ﬁ‘;‘“;x';rtl{gse Who to the end et el be. | Tt may be you would be offended if I
, Lord with TaoseP ot shall be, | o rered to lead you over this rough place "

Church Mise. Juv. Fuetructop, Now Simon, the Pharisee, said silen
— in my heart, if this man were of (God, he
“PERFECT PEACE.” would know what manner of woman this ia
—_ that toucheth him, for sheis a sitiner
4 Zind st « pertect pease” with God; but the scane of Bethany was present, and
O, what o word is this!

id, «I wj j ; take m
PuLeF reconciled through blood;— T said, “I will not be offended; ¥
Thia, this, indeed, 15 peace! arm.”
‘ Bhe did g0, saying, « Thank God! thapk
*‘mmdlp Ppractice fap— God!?

Yat ey M from Cods " For what 9
Torongd st bronghe nieh e Him “That I may guide the et of one of
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his servants, for ¥ am not fit to touch the
hem of his garment. Ihad a brother
once, and he was a minister of God like
you?t”

She was weeping. The hearse
before us. She said, “ You can’t see that §”

“No, what is it ”

“ That is the pauper’s carriage. Even
we drunken paupers ride home in that when
life ends.” -

“To what home "

* The grave.” .

“Is the grave the sinner’s home #”

“Would to God it were; then I could
have a hape of rest at last.”

“ Have you no hope?”

“No hope! Their worm dieth not and
their fire is not quenched.”

“ But you should hope #”

“ Why should I hope{”

“ God is good I”

“ But I have abused his goodness.”

“ Qod is merciful I”

“1 have despised his mercy.”

“ But God is love!”

For a short time she was silent, and then
resumed : ** How can such a sinper as I
have hope”

“ It is a faitbful saying that Jesus Christ
came to save sinners.”

“But I ama great sinner.”

“ His blood cleanseth from all sin.”

*I'm a lost sinner!”

“ But he can save to the uttermost all
that come to God by him. Now go and
put this trembling hand into_the hand of
Jesus. At his feet confess your sins and
ask for mercy, and you shall obtain it.”

She wept aloud, and with a voice of
agony exclaimed, « Oh! that I knew where
T could find him. I would kneel at his
feet and wash them with my tears, and

never leave the place till the paupers’ car-
~ riage came to bear me to the grave,

Here I parted with the despairing stran-

r, whom I had pever met before; but, !
ggently, when passing an unfrequented !
street, that same voice called, « Fod bless
you, sir! God bless you! Let me help
Eou over this broken way, for I have found

im!”

« Found whom ¥’

“He that can save to the uttermost ; and
Llessed be his holy name, for his blood
cleanseth us from all sin,"— Congregation-
alist,

THE GOOD NEWS.

SPECULATIVE AND PRACTICAL
THEOLOGIANS.

To the speculations of the cloistered thinker,
on all spiritual questions, we attach but little
value. His God is in danger of becoming s
theory—sgalvation a theory, sin a theo
everything a theory. One single day’s actnal
contact with the world as it is, and of real
endeavour to raise it, or to chase its woes from
its saddened heart, would explode the dreamy
creation, It is like some theoretic machine
with hidden flaw, which no sooner becomes
embodied in steel than it is seen that it has
not & lever which will lift nor a wheel that
will revolve. And if we must take our the-
ology from any man—which God forbid e
give us the village pastor who is living n
intimate fellowship with God by prayer, and
is instant jn season and out of seasonin the
preaching of the Word, and in the private
ministration of its warnings and consolations
to his flock, rather than the most learned
professor, whose speculations and researches,
carried on in seclusion from all the tests and
checks and eonnections of actual life, may be
as false as they are brilliant and as deceitful
a8 they are profound. If, then, we would
have strong faith let us not forget that this
depends far more on spiritnal sympathies
than on intellectual penetration; that it is
rather by prayer than by thinking that we rise
into the light—that the culture of the affec-
tions and the conscience must not be accounted
of less value, but rather of more, than that of
the logical understanding, and that he alone
who doeth the will of God cau know of the
doctrine.  Give us a strong faith in the gospel,
and a corresponding enthusiasm, and other
qualifications, will grow out of these, in many
cases, as their nataral product. Possessing
these a preacher will feel constrained to free
himself as far as possible from every defect
which impairs his usefalness, and to aequire
every element that wiil increase it. He will
not waste his time in collecting flowers of
rhetoric, often faded or artificial, when the
people are famishing for want of the living
bread. He will not strain after an intellec-
tualism which is neither intelligent nor intel-
ligible, and which, instead of revealing pro-
fundity, betrays shallowness and covceit. = He
will know that the highest teacher is he who
can simplify the great, and not he who obscures
the little; that he who would hit the heart
must not shoot above the head. A plain
gospel, delivered to our people in plain Eng-
lish, with a plain purpose, will, with the bene-
diction of Heaven, give us a ministry tha$
will crowd the narrow way with pilgrims
fill our Redeemer’s heart with joy.—Row B
Mellor, Liverpool.
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THE PRAYING WIFE.

Years ago in our western cou ntry a young
Couple were united in marriage. They at
oaca entered their humble abode, containing
two rooms, one serving as kitchen and

ining-room, and the other as sleeping
partment. The bride was a simple-hearted
¢hild of God, but the husband knew of re-
ligion only by the hearing of the ear. It
Was not long before the latter discovered
4t at & certain time every morning his
¥ife disappeared, and was nowhere to be
found. " 'The mystery was soon solved.
is was her hour of secret prayer. Here
Was a new and no very welcome revelation.
One in affection, one by ordinance of God
1 bouds which only crime or death could
®uuder, between them yawned a gulf wide
2 between heaven and earth. To the wife
¥as open a world of hopes and joys to
which the husband wasa stranger. ~ While
® was engaged in such reflections, every
ay the silent sermon was preached. At
longth he could endure it no longer. By
W¥ine grace he was drawn step by step to
Ath and repentance, and ere long he
found himself by the side of his companion
8t the same marcy-seat, and at the same
Communion-table.

NAME AND SURNAME.
&

I ¥18p my name and surname in the
Bible,” ggid one. “The Son of man came
Sek and to save that which was lost.
O_hmt Jesus came into the world to save
Shbers  Lost Sinmer; that is my name
and Surname.” €hrist did not come to
::"e "ghteous people—if there are any of
b %M anywhere—His errand is not to them
; l}t if there are sinners anywhere, the gospel
S1or their souls. It was not Jews Christ
gg”f’ to save. It wasnot grown-up people
"8t came to save, It was sinners, be
Qlf'y Jews or Gentiles, men, or women, or
. ildren, It was ot great sinners, old
Dhers or young sinners; it was not any
f?ftlculafsort of sinners, but sinoers simply,
8a any person be s sinner, Christ is'a
Viour for him; for the word is, Whogo-
believeth shall not perish, but have

ting life,

Jou observe Paul's note, a ended
tz. 2 true, good, plain sayin pgf the
gnmlf » He says, “Sinners, of whom [
ma d'“‘f- Was Paul, then, so very bad a

¥ Was he worse than all others !

821

Well, he felt so about himself, estpeciully
because he was once a persecutor of ‘Christ
in his people.  Most people who know their
own hearts have a feeling that no one can
be worse than themselves. Butdid Paul
shut himself out from the good news that
Christ camne to save sinners, because he felt
that he was so very bad—because he called
himself the chief? The very contrary.
Heimmediately goes on to say, “ I obtained
mercy.” I€hedid, why not others # Why
Dot any onef “Why not,” said the poor
man about whom a well known tract has
been written, “why mot poor Joseph ¢”
“Why not I each of you should say.
The good news is for you—your very

selves; for you, John; for you, James; fop

jou, Mary; for you, Elizabeth; for you,
ifillup the blank with your own
name, whatever that be, and still the sen-
tence would read true. «To you is the
word of this salvation sent.”

THINE,

It is the language of the believer to his
God, I am thine.
the mere indulgence of selfish feelings, nor
the world’s, to be devoted to itsemn ty pur-
suits and pleasures, but thine. Not only
50, but thine altogether, with no divided
heart, no two masters, no double allegiance,
part earthly and part heavenly, but supreme-
Iv, exclusively thine. Thine, too, at all
times, whether flattered by the world, or
frowned on by it, engaged in business, or
employed in worship. Thine in affliction
and prosperity, in sickness or health, life
and death.  Thine, too, 2 all places; not
ouly when surrounded by congenial Chris-
tian friends, but amidst the hostile elements
of the world; whether in thy holy temple,
or in the solitude of the desert; whether in
the quietude of the family, or in the fierce
conflict of the battle-field. Thou art the.
ever-present God in all places; and in all
places I find Thes, even in the most un-.
likely and improbable.  Thine, also, for-.
ever. I have given myselfto Thee beyond
recall, not for a season, but for all 8easons._

The bond is indissoluble; earth cannot
wean from it; Satan cannot break the tie 5
death cannot dissolve it. Now thine by a,
willing surrender, eternity will perpetusta.
the union.  Glorious distinction | Thina.

altogether, thine at all times, thine in al
places, thine forever.— Presbyterian,

L

Not my own to live for
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THE GOOD NEWS,
JUNE 15th; 1863,

AN ADDRESS TO THE CHILDREN.

ON THE TWO BOOKS,

My young friends, I wish to draw your
attention to the two Great Books,—the two
greatest and best books in the world,—
What books do you think these will be?
Books, you all know, difter in their merits;
and surely none of you are so foolish, as
to estimate a book simply by its size. It
is not the number of pages which determines
their value, but it is what is written upon
these pages. There are many books pub-
lished, and some of them large ones too,
that only live a few vears in the world, and
then they are laid past upon the shelf, to
lie unnoticed, amid cobwebs and dust.—
There are only a few, such as the Bible, the
Pilgrim’s Progress, Homer, Milton, and
Bhakespeare which will be handed down to
the end of time. But what do you ask are
the two great books,amid so many good
ones? I haveheard of an old woman, and
she was a good old woman too, who said
if she had the Bible and Shakespeare, she
would ask for no more. In this woman’s
choice we have one of the great books, but
Shakespeare is not the other. The Bible is
undoubtedly one, and the other is that
book to which the North American Indian
referred, when the missionary asked him
to accept of a Bible, as the book that would
make him wise. ¢ Dat book,” he said,
“be good enough for white man,” but
Réd skin no need such book.” «Red
skins book lie all around. It be on 'de
ground, where hecan track de buffalo and
"de deer. It be up on’de tree, where he
can find out where ’de coons and 'de bears
slecp. It be up in 'de blue heavens, where
he reads in ’de clouds 'de coming storm,
’dat sends him running to his wigwam,—
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'Dat be Indian’s large book, in which 'de
Great Spirit speaks to him.” This book
which the wild Ihdisn claims ae his, but
which is yours as well, is the other book of
which I am to speak. It is called the
Book of Naturé: By the Book of
Nature is meant everything that you
can see around you,—the earth and all
that it contains. It is styled a beok, be-
cause it teaches us many things just like
other books. And it is better than all other
books in this respect, it is always open, and
every one of yon ean read mwuch of it,
without going to sehool. It was God who
gave us the Bible, and it was he also,
who spread out wide for us the pages of
the Book of Nature. Both coming from
the same author, we would expect in them
similarity of style ~We would expect
them to agree in many points; and so
they do. It is to a few of these points of
resemblance that I intend to turn your
thoughts for a little.

I BOTH BOOKS HAVE AN OLD AND A
NEW ECONOMY.

If any of you have ever been in a mu-
seum, you might there have seen plants,
shells, fishes, and bones of strange animals,
such as do not now exist, all turned into
solid stone. These which are called fossils,
have been dug up out of the rocks. They
once lived upon the earth’s surface, and
although they have been buried for thou-
sands of years, geologists, who have studied
this obsolete language of the Book of Na-
ture, can decipher the writing upon these
old stray leaves. Baron Cuvier was so
expert at this, that if a single bone were
given to him, he could givea correct draw-
ing of the animal to which it belonged,
even although he had never seen snything
similar, And Hugh Miller, the stone ms-
som, spent the greater part of his life, in
studying the ancient part of the Book of
Nature, and he bas told us much aboué
the rocks and their formation, but nftes
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all that has been said about them, this
Part of the Book of Nature i misty and
Obscure, It is the present state of affairs,
Which we can read best, and by which we
©an best understand the present, where no
8tone fishes Jie sleeping in stone shells, and
Where no stone birds aie perched upon
Stone boughs, but where all is life, and
uty, and harmony. That the Book of
velation has also got two distinct parts,
very Sabbath school scholar knows. And
You are also all well aware that, of the Old
®tament and the Now, the latter is the
Most easily understood. And it throws
Immense light upon the old, which would
Ve remained to us a sealed book, had it
Bot been followed up by the ‘new. Its
p"ophecies, its types, and its symbols would
Ave been a riddle to the world, had the
be of Bethlehem not been born, and the
alilean carpenter not been crucified, when
te fulpess of time arrived. The Old Tes-
Ment without the New would have been
3 lock without a key, no one could have
“Pened it But blessed be God, the New
hag been given, and the wayfaring man,
Ough a fool cannot err therein. “God
0 at sundry times, and in divers man-
;e“» Spake in times past unto the fathers,
hf‘th in these last days spoken unto us by
18 Bon,»

. Botr' Booxs ARE FULL OF WONDERS.
T’ley Bt 10 replete with wonders,

, t the difficulty is to make a selection.—
3 few random illustrations in each suf-
B::; But where shall we turn to in the
- of Natare, for all God’s works are
'Wdel'ful ! We ourselves are fearfully and
m?“d“fuﬁy made, more so than any anato-
" has ever yettold us of. We have
-'fh' W0 eyes, and yet we do not sea double,
Doither do we #ea things in & reversed posi-
gh they are so painted upon

the voging of the e;e; And isit not El’;o
;:og"’ thas the fuir European, the swarthy
Pian, the eopper csloured Fudian, the
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yellow Mongofian and the Malay have all
sprung from the same stock, although they
differ so much in appearance and in eolor
Every little seed is a great wonder. Life
lies wrapt in it, in a mystery. To
look upon it, one would think it was com-
pletely shrivelled up, and withered, and
yet life has Leen known to lie securely
!lodged in the sced, for thousands of years,
{and then the plant to which it has given
! birth, came ‘up fresh and beautiful like a
' person from the grave.  For you may
} have read that a few grains of wheat were
tonce found in a mummy case in the pyra-
Imids of Egypt, and, although ages had
elapsed since they had been placed there,
{ when taken out and cast into the grouud,
| they sprang up and grew, giving to the
jthe world one of the best kinds of wheat
llwhieh we now have. You all know the
)name of nuture’s green carpet, the grass,
where the crickets dance and sing all the
| long summer days, and where children love
i to play.  You may beable to tell a volume.
about. it,—that it is a plant of the same
nature as the tail sugar cane, the reed that
sighs to the breeze by the river side, and
the yellow corn that waves in the meadow
—~how that, unlike other plants, the oftener
you cut it down, the thicker and thegreener
it grows—how that it is at once the couch

1
|

and the food of hundreds of thousands of )

living creatures.  You may know a vast deal
aboutit, but one thing you cannot tell, how
a blade of grass grows. This is a wonder,
which the most learned have not been able
to solve. The learned and vaingloricus
Buffon caused to be inscribed upon his
own statue, “a genius equal to the majesty
of nature,” but a blade of grass was a pro-
blem too much for his boasted pretensions.
It would be an endless task to enumerate
all the wonders in Nature's Book, and in-
stead of disappearing, they thicken around
us when we turn to the Bible. There we

see its bushes burning, bmt vemaining am-

|
|

¥
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cousumed. Its jron contrary to nature
8wims like a feather on the wave Its
rivers run blood, and its waters bubble into
wine. Its lions erouch like timid lambs
before its prophets, and its ravens bring
them food. God’s people walk unscathed
amid its fires, and find for themselves an
high way paved with deep sea weeds, and
shell-fish. They feed upon the dews of
the night, and drink of the rock-born
stream. At one time, its cities disappear
amid the flames of heaven, at another, they
fall down fast at the trumpet’s blast.—
Augels, equipped for war, come forth as the
captains of its armies, while the sun and
the moon stand still to see its victories won.
But why enlarge? What are all these
wonders compared with the great one it

contains? The greatest wonder that the |

world ever saw is to be found in the Bible,
Go to Bethlehem, and you behold the God
of Nature born, surrounded by the mean-
ness of a stable. Follow him to Calvary,
aud you find him dying upon a tree.—
Surely this is the wonder of wonders'—
the king of wonders! And well may you
exclaim, “Wonder, O heavens, and be as-
tonished, O earth, that the Lord of life
aad glory should thus empty himself for
rebel man !”

IIl. BOTH BOOKS ARE FULL OF RICH

) VARIETY,

In the Bible we have diversity without
. ead, histories, biographies, plain truths,
profound doctrines, poetry, songs, and
keen cutting proverbs, We have an ac-
acount .of births, marriages, deaths and
murders, honest actions and dishonest ac-
tions. We have sweet promises, and severe
threatenings, rejuicings, and wailings. It
tells us of gardeners, shepherds, ploughmen,
buttlers, bakers, warriors, fishermen, sailors,
custom-house officers, doctons, priests,
princes, and kings. Thaere is no other book
in which there is such variety, except the
Book of Nature. There we have the
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mighty awelling river, the dew-drop and
the ocean, the green hillock and the snow-
clad mountain; the yellow gold, the white
silver, the brown copper, and the grey
iron, the plant which the band of a child
may uproot, and the oak with its fibres
striking straight and deep into the soil,
grasping tightly the rock, laying the foun-
dation for a tree, that is to laugh at the
winds for a hundred years.—The fir,
with its roots running along the ground,
scarce buried in the soil, while its trunk
rises straight like an arrow pointing heaven-
ward, emblem of an upright man, and like
him toowhen storms shake the forests, it is
the first to fall a vietim to its violence, while
the crooked bough sneaks low until it is
past, when it again lifts its proud head, a
if it had braved itall. Buttime would fail
us to speak of the willow, weeping by the
river side, where the flag and bulrush nod,
of the apple, the cherry,and the palm-
trees, with fruit cooked by nature's own
hand,—of the maple, sucking sugar from
the soil, and the wild vine, clazping them
all in its arms, and trailing its tendrils
through the flowers, whose name is legiou;
and how beautiful are these flowers!—
Like boys and girls, and I mean colored
ones as well as white skins, all are beauti-
ful, and when I speak of flowers, I do not
mean those only that are found in the
nicely cultivated garden; there are 28
beautiful ~flowers scattered broadcast
on every village common, trampled down
by the horse’s hoofs, as ever graced a lady’s
flower bed. And I like them all the bet-
ter because every boy and girl may gather
them by the bunch, and every one knows
that children like flowers. The reasod
probably is, that like draws to like, fof
children themselves are flowers, and peetty
flowers too, and like the wild flowers. thef
are heaven'’s favorites, and you find them
everywhere. But returning to our subjsot
from which I have wandered. ,

!
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IV. POYH BOOKS PRESENT GRADUAL DE-
VELOPMENT, AND COMPLETR HARMONY
IN ALL THEIR PARTS.

Although the Bible speaks to us of many
things, it dwells upon one in particular,
¥lvation is its great theme. This is the
Bood news— the gospel, which pervades the
“hole book. No sooner had our first
Parents fallen, than we hear of % It

ms forth clearer and clearer, from the
first promise made in the sinless garden,
that the seed of the woman should bruise
the head of the serpent, down to the ful-
986 of time, when symbol and type van-
b, as it bursts forth into a bright halo of
*plendour, on Calvary’s Mouat, in that un-
Wistakable tragedy, when the earth trem-
bled to0 its centre, and the sun hung black
! air at high noon. So in the Book of
Ature, life which may be fitly likened
Unto the gospel, may be traced from its
"t dawn in the vegetable kingdom, until
"'_ Merges into perfection in man. And the
fforent phases of it are also gradual.—
Sgetables grow and live, but life with
them ig ever on the ascending scale. And,

2 there be no gap between them and

® animals, which might have betrayed a

X of resources, on the part of the Crea-
o1 Vegetable life is elevated, and animal
lifg depressed. So that they may blend
% one another barmoniously. There are
*ole animals so low in the seale of exis-

"¢, that philosophers are not yet agreed,
Whether they belong to the animal kingdom
O not.  And there is one plant that seems
t,o Partake of animal life, for if you touch
1 it shrinks back, as if it felt, hence it is

od the sensitive plant. Again, we have
® flying fish, linking the fowls and fishes
Bother. 8o with the bat, it unites the

s and the quadrupeds, partaking of
' Dature and the formation of both. Life,
*ll on the ascending scale, brings us to

Monkey and ourangoutang or wild man
woods, baving «the human form

divine,” and fable tells us that they would
speak, were they not afraid that they would
be made work. In theinstinct of the dog,
we see man's sagacity oozing out, and in
the parrot we hear his voice. Man, howey-
er, is the cope-stone of the whole. Hia
reason sets him high above all the others,
and counects him with the throne of God,
and with hin who sits upon it.

V. BOTH BOOKS DISPLAY A GLORIOUS
SUN.

You all know the sun referred to in the
Book of Nature. It is that orb which
Yyou see rising every morning in the east,
and setting at uight in the west. It is this
sun which enables us to read the Book of
Nature, and without it every one would
die, all the rivers would soon get bound up
with ice, and our beautiful earth would be-
come a wilderness of darkness and desola«
tion. But wonderful as this sun is, there
is another sun which is far more glorious.
And if you would see it, you have to turn

to the Book of Revelation. There you.

behold the Sun of Righteousness, arising
upon the nations, with healing under his
winge.  And, but for this Sun, moral
darkuness would havestill reigned supreme;
for Jesus Christ is the true light, which
lighteneth every man that cometh into the
world.  He shines with a glory, all his own.
Like the bright Juminary of day, « He
gives, but borrows none.” The excellent
of the earth, like attending planets, shine-
only with a reflected light from him, who
is the chief among ten thousand, and the
altogether lovely. And just as the rays
of the natural sun, make bright wherever
they find an entrance, so do the beams of
the Sun of Righteousness. . There is no
heatt 80 black, or so hard, but if opened to
receive them, will be illuminated and
cheered; for Christ’s language is “ Behold
I stand at the door, and knock, and if any
man open I will come in.”

But to conclude, it must.now be ¢vident
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to each of you, that the Two Books are

very much alike: they are both full of in-
struction, and they both damand our care-
ful study. The Book of Nature tells us
much about God, and if we love him, we
will not fail to peruse it, Everything init
. was made for a purpose, and he who dis-
covers the nature and use of even the smal-
lest of God’s works, whether it be a snow-
flake of winter, or asummer insect, honours
God, no less than he, who enlarges our
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ges should be committed to memory, and
laid up in the heart; for when the sight
begins to fail, the almond tree to flourish,
thesilver cord to be loosed, and when the
wheel is giving way at the cistern, they
will then be to ussweeter than honey, than
the honeycomb, better than rubies; and
all the gold that is to he desired is not to
be edmpared to them. Go and learn wis-
dom from that little Frish boy, who had
his Bibleburnt. A priest once entered his

knowledge of the Bible. God is, and can | cabir‘), and found him busily engaged in
be worshipped, everywhere. And while| 'eading. He asked him what book that
you enjov yourselves amid the works of his | Was, which was so engrossing his attentign,
hand, if you are led, through them, to con- : Tl?e boy re!)lied “Itis t';he Bible.”  The
template his goodness, his wisdom, or his, Priest told him to throw it away, for it was
power, you are worshipping him as truly, | not a bock for boys. The boy refused,
as if you were singing psalms in his praise. | adding that it was  the best book in the
While you gambol on the lea, then, think | World, and the best book for boys. At
of Him who decked the green sward for | this, the priestsnatched it out of his hands,
you to frisk upon. While you listen to | 20d threw it into the fire, and stood by,
the songs of the merry birds, mp in the until' he had seen the last of it. But on
branches, think of Him who taught them i’tur'n}ng round to the boy, he saw him
to sing. While you chase the butterfly | Siling. « Why is it, he asked,” that you
from flower to flower, think of Him who | sile, Whi.]e T'burn your book #” « Ah [
painted its wings. Aud as you gaze at ; 2id the Jittle boy, “you have burnt the
the bright sun, think of Himn who hung it  book, but you eannot burn that verse, that
out in the sky, in all its glory, and tell me, I learntabout Jesus, how he says, ¢ Comé
is not the God of Nature, good, and wise, / Unto me  all ye that labour, and are
and great? Is be not a God worthy to be heavy laden, and I will give you rest,’ yol:
feared? But if we are to study the one | ¢an never burn that verseout of my mind.’
book, we are not to neglect the other.— | O! be advised to imitate that boy, get
The Bible is God’s second issue to us, and | the precious texts of Seripture riveted
if we may so speak, it is his best. It is a.i" your hearts, when you are young, and

gift from the heart, and it is stamped with
Love. He has sent it down to us from
heaven, on different occasions, and the
least we can do, is to vead it, and to read
itall. If afriend were to send you a letter
from a distant country, what would he
think of you, if he heard that you never
bad taken the trouble to peruse it He
would have just reason to be offended.——
And so has God if you never read his Bi-
ble. It isthe bounden duty of each of us, to
study it well. Many of its consoling passa-

they will go with you through life, and
land you safely in eternity. Study the
Scriptures, for they alone are able to make
you wise unto salvation,

XYZ

Knowledge and good parts, under the
Mmanagement of grace, are like the rod in
Moses’ hand, wonder-workers; but turn 0
sorpents, when they are cast upon the
ground and employed i promoting earthly

erigns, ' ‘ ,
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THE HIDDEN TREASURE.

A TRUE STORY.

ma}iot .xlllmny years ago, in a small Ger-
At} h ived a
Named age, there lived a poor woman
v‘“b&nd was dead, and she often felt lone-
7 3nd sad, as she remembered the happy
Y V8 that'were past; but still amid her tears,
¢ could thank God for even the bitter
TOps which he had seeu it right to min-
bri]vn ber cup of joy; and with a strong
-le‘e heart could go forth to meet
"Icertain future in_simple dependence
try '™ whom she had long known and
Sted,
dw?l(l)'ntent was the atmosphere of Martha’s
~ling s trae, it was very small, but then,
]itflle were but herself and her boy; the
“'hi? garden supplied her with vegetables,
Cow € 1n the adjoining meadow she kept a
cary, and by the sale of its milk generally
“'Omed sufficient to supply he.r gimple wants
for hWeek to week; and this was enough
by, €r, although she had nothiug o lay

rl’ll!sting in Hin whose ear is ever
diﬁ"}: éven to the hungry raven’s cry, her
to o Prayer was that she might beenabled
al] IETOVl’t;Ie things honest in~ the sight of
day CD3 .and so she lived from day to
Seun; Her* faith was simple but it was
e, and daily did she find fresh reason

t . .
Av l*t:‘s]t the loving kiudness and the tender
'l

gm; tyl l‘v%l through life had been her con-
a ilne”f d and gyard. At last, however,
ey “me when her faith and courage
. be tried to the very utmost,

Mice zas lhe.C!ose of the year 1847, the
lgha, FPrOVisions kept rising higher and
‘a"és] . while at the same time the rate of

ar't;““amed as low as before, )
Woma, 13 Was a hard-workiug, m\lugtr;ous
k ' 1t had always been her pride to
lopy, U Ut of debt, but she could now no
She rose earlier, and work-

£er do g,
hour of the night;but with

We

on to 4 'ate
iligence she was never able to
¢ than a bare sybsistence, and

¢ Nothing towgrds the rent of hey
ttage,

al]

artla’s wel] 1k
?ty and ol kn
Vom‘ a

Uhorg £

own character for hog.
Punetualicy weighed much in her
od her landlord, while he pressed

Martha, with her little boy. Her|

O payment, promised he would |
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I wait for her convenience; but now a whole

year had passed, and fearing he might lose
the whole amount, he said he could wait
no longer, and threatened to proceed against
her unless the amount were paid at
once.

In vain the poor woman eatreated for a
little further respite: she told him exactly
what her circumstances were, and showed
how absolutely impossible it was for her to.
pay. He would not listen.

“I have already waited too long,” he
said, “ I believe you might bave paid it
i long since if you had chosen to do so.—
| For my part, I believe that truth and
i honour are no more to be found amongst
i men; every one seeks his own interest, and

you are not one bit better than other people,
5o far as I can see, though you profess to
i be 80 zood and honest. To speak plainly,
“once for all 1 tell you, that unless I have
“the rent to-morrow, I shall either bring the
" ease before the magistrate,or send the bailiff
i to take what he can tind.”

i He went away, and poor Martha was

{left alone in her distress: yvet not alone,

i for He who was with the lone widow of
, Zarephath, was nigh and ready to deliver,

though as yet she saw him not.

. The iandlord’s cutting specch dwelt upon,
"her mind, and as in the bitternoss of her

i grief she paced up and down her room,

sbe eould not help murmuring to herself:

¢ Qh dear, oh dear! how is it that we poor

[ people are so hardly dealt with?  Why do.
they blame us as if we had no feeling 2—

Asif we did not suffer enough in not be-

jing able to pay onr debts honestly, as we

would so gladly do!  If only 1 knew where

I could get the money ! but in times Jike

these who is there that would be likely to

lend it to a poor widow woman like me?

Haven't I been already to every ome I

could think of, and been refused every-

where ?”

Notwithstanding this, poor Martha did
try again, Lut without success:; and the
next day came a summons for her to ap-
pear in court. :

The magistrate, however, was a reason-
able man, one who feared @od, and
had learned consideration for others;
and when he had heard the case,
he appointed a time by which she- must
endeavour to obtain the money ; but,failing
this, there wasno help—the cow, her only

l
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m&ining means of subsistence, must be

« I pity you very much, Martha,” said
the kind man, “and would willingly have
spared you, but I have not the power to
doso. I can only bid yougo to Him who
is the refuge of all his people, their very
present help in trouble. He may yet open
out a way, by which you may get the
money before the time which has been
fixed.”

But the days passed only too quickly
on,—no help came; and, on the last, poor
Martha sat silently weeping by her little
table; her head resting on her hand, brood-
ing over her poverty, and thinking what
she could possibly do, now that the cow,
ber only means of support, was going to
be taken from her.

Sharing her grief, though hardly able to
understand it all, her little boy stood close
beside her; but she seemed to take no notice
of him, and her tears flowed faster and
faster. At last he broke the silence:
“ Motler, you have never heard that last
hymn I learnt; may I say it now? it is so
pretty.”

There was no answer, so the little boy
began—

*“ Commit thou all thy griefs
And ways into his hands,

To his sure truth and tender care,
Who earth and heaven commanda.

“No profit canst thou gain
B{ self consuming care;

To him commend thy cause, his eay
Attends the softest prayer.

“Through waves, and clouds, and storms,
He gently clears my way:

Wait thou histime; so shall the night
Boon end in joyous day.”

Martha raised ber head; the sweet words
had come with strength and power to her
beart, as a message of comfort from One
who really cared for her, and she knew
that one was mighty. Then she remem-
bered in how many ways he bad already
appeared for her help, when the way had
seemed so dark that she could not see the
faintest ray of light; and had she not sinned
in doubtiug his present power to deliver}
Oh yes, she knew she had; but she would
seek him again, for had he not said, «* Call
upon me in the day of trouble and I will
answer thee!”
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So kissing and thanking her little boy,
and making him bappy by permission to
go and play in the garden, she knelt down,
and with a full heart spread out all her
trouble before her God. She told it all to
him whose ear is never closed to the cry of
the needy; and sweet peace filled her
heart. Thus lightened of the heavy load
of care which she had borne alone for 80
many weary days, she felt no longer for-
saken and desolate, now she had shared
her sorrow with her truest Friend.
¢ Lord, what a change within ns one short hour
S‘})ent in thy presence can avail to make.

We kneel, how weak; we rise, how full of power.
We kneel, and all aronnd us seems to lower;
We rise, and all the distant, and the near,
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and clear!
‘Why should we ever de ourselves this wrong,
Or others—that we are notalways strong?
That we should ever weak or faithless be?
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer,
And joy, a}rr;:l st’.fength, and comrage, are

ee !

Meanwhile, the little boy. was playi
in the garden. He had very often noti
a large molehill just beneath the apple tree,
and hethought this would be a capital op-
portunity to level it with the ground.

Accordingly he set to work. One beap
of earth was soon shovelled away, thes #
second, and a third; and just as he was
going to take his little pickaxe to cut
through the harder soil, he saw gomething
shining amongst the earth he had already
thrown up; he stooped to pick up the
glittering thing—a second lay below .—
Although Le Thad never before seen thes?
round, bright yellow pieces, he though?
they must be money; and it was becaus?
she had no money that his mother cried

With sparkling eyes he ran to the cot
tage, and held them exultiugly before bi#
mother’s eves; “Only see what I havé
found in the garden ! gold ! pieces of gold'
and now, mother, you can pay the landlords
and we can keep our cow !”

Martha looked at the coins, the stamp
was unknown to her, but they were %"
dently gold. She followed her boy, bid
him show her the place where he
found them, and taking the pick, she d®§
up ten more similar pieces bearing
same mark. v

Oh how inexpressibly happy did b
now feel! Her Eeavenly Father had i
deed appeared for her; he had heard 1
prayer. -Tears of joy stood in her 63®*
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the folded her hands, and from her inmost
Youl thanked him for this new proof of his
Ov¢ and care. While she stood thus,
g‘"ng free utterance to her happy, grate-
Ul feelings, the gate opened, and the %:il}iﬁ‘
®Btered with his men to take her cow; but
10W a bright smile was on her face, as she
*howed the glittering pieces and told him
€Te was no need to part with Schatzlein,
for she could pay the rent in full.
The bailitf carefully examined the picces,
veturning them to her with a smile:
ongratulate you, my poor woman you
0 Now certainly keep your cow, and wheu
¥ou have paid the rent, you will still have
3 little fund remaining, to lay by for another
“Ainy day. These are real genuine ducats,
;h]ch were coined towards the en.] of the
h"‘ﬁy Years’ War. 1 thmnk, my friends,”
Continyeq he, turning to the men who ac-
®ompanied him, « we may mow go home
leave this poor woman to enjoy her
Uats”  But when the men were gone
304 Martha was alone with her boy, a
bt came over her, whether this mouey
o€ really her own. In her perplexity
B‘e temembered her minister, a kind, true-
“arted inan, and determined to set off at
L% to ask hie advice and tell him all
koot it.  The good man received her
kmd])’» assured her that she might safely
%P them, as they were honestly hers,
F"Omising at the mame time that if she
el ®d t6 Jeave the coins with him he would
hxcha_"ge them for her. “Some of them,”
a“ Jad, “ appear to me to be very rare,
™ therefore more valuable than the rest;
lik, any one curious in such things will be
. ely t give you far more than the mere
Orth of the gold.”
l»rA few days afier this, the wminister
oU2ht her one hundred florins,  “There,
90d woman,” said he, «is a nice little
B of money which will not only suffice
' Your present necessities, but make a little
™ for future need. It is your heavenly
Ather who has so wonderfully delivered
% from your trouble by means apparently
try Simple; learn, therefore, to love and
% him more than you have ever done
oun .1ever again, even in your darkest
‘m‘im’ doubt his power to scatter the clouds,
he | l’nng the sunshine baek. Be. assured
Wane - 0Me wise pu to fulfil in eve
" na X O pain he suffers you to feel. He
forsakes or forgetshis children. The
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beart that trusts in him can never be wholly
desolate.”

Now, dear readers, this little tale is ended ;
may I hope that to some of you it has been
a word in seasou, bidding you hope on,
and trust even when you cannot see,

Perhaps, even now, like this poor woman,
you feel forsaken of all; difficulty and dis-
tress hem you in on every side, and you
see no way of escape—oh then turn to the
Saviour, he is all powerful, and he is all
loving; he can and he will deliver. In all
your afflictions he is afflicted, the angel of
his presence will save you; but it needs
that you ask him, that “you come in the
full belief that he has the power to deliver.
Only draw nigh to God, and he has promis-
ed to draw nigh to you.

But some of you, perhaps, do not yet
know the Saviour as a friend. Oh, then,
I'would tell you of a treasure, a hidden
treasure, which each one of you may make
his own; a treasure far better than silver
or gold, one which can make the poor of
this world rich for ever—heirs of a glorious
kingdom.  That treasure is the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge; it is to
be found in God’s holy word. Seek for
yourselves—seck earnestly, and the pearl
of price is yours. The earnest of the fair
inheritance awaiting you in your Father's
house above, where you shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more ; for the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed you, and God shall wipe away all tears
from your eyes.

“JESUS ONLY.”

*“ And when they had lifted up their eyes, they
saW 00 man, save Jesus only,”—MATTE, XVii. P,

WHAT a mine is here! In these two
words what wonders upon  wonders rise.
How great, how grand the announcement,
“Jesus only!”—Aud whither shall we
look, and not see it inscribed, when by
“ Jesus only” were the worlds made.

On rock, and hill, and vale, on river, sea,
and ocean, on firmament, with all its popu-
lation of sune, and moons, and stars, this
sentence is inscribed, * Jesus only.”

And what stamps such value on the
Bihle, what exalts it above all other books,
what glorifies it above all God’sgreat name
as displayed in the books of nature and of
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providence? Tt is that « Jesus only” is its
theme. From Genesis to Revelation,

“ Jesus only” is its text. In its doctrines
and sacrifices, its types and ordinances, its
predictions and promises, ¢ Jesus only” is
held up to view as all our hope, all our
salvation.

In the experience of the Christian, also,
it is “Jesus ouly.” Is he quickened—it is
Jesus only who did it. « You hath he quick-
ened,” &e.
“Jegus only,” in whom we have redemp-
tion through his blood, even the for-
giveness of sins. Is he justified, but he
18 80 freely by the grace of “ Jesus only.”
Is he adopted, but he is brought nigh by
the blood of “ Jesus only.” Ishe glorified,
but it is by “Jesusonly,” who comes again
and receives him to himself.

Thus it is ©* Jesus only” wha of God is
made unto him wisdom, righteousness,sanc-
tification, and redemption.

In allthe Christian’s acts of worship and
devotion, itis “ Jesus only” he would enjoy.
It is “Jesus only” in the closet. *Jesus
only” at the family aitar, .« Jesus only”
in the sacred Seriptures.  “Jesus only” in

3
the sanctuary. And «Jesus only” at the

communion-table he would meet, behold |

his glory, and rejoice in his salvation.

In all of these the outspoken language
of his beart is, « Sirs, I would see Jesus.”

In heaven it is«Jesus only.” What
makes heaven so desirable to the Christian $
Whatis to him its chiefattraction?  “Jesus
only.”  Take him away, and with all its
crowns, and harps, and robes, angels, and
arch-angels, cherubim and seraphim, to the
ransomed soul what would it be without
him# ¢ A place of weeping.”

“Jesus only” is likewise the subject of all)
gospel preaching.  The preaching, wherein |

Jesus is not the Alpha and Omega is no
gospel preaching. ~ It is “Jesus only”
which constitutes the gospel ; « Jesus only,”
who brings “good tidings of great joy” to
man.—Away from Jesus, the acerelited
winister of the cross cannot, dares not turn
aside and be guililess, there being “none
other name wnder heaven given among
men by which we can be saved.” Uunder
no temptation, therefore, at the solicitation
of 10 ove, must he turn aside from Jesus,
to meet some question or novelty of the
day. He may be told of its vast impor-
sance, of its great influence on the mind

Is he pardoned, but it is by |

NEWS,

of the public; but compared .with the gospel
of Christ, all such things are really nothing
but bubbles of an hour.

The theme of the ambassador of Christ
is not a discretionary one, but one put into
his mouth by his great Master, to which
he must stick, and by which he must abide.
i Nor is it made up of odds and ends, of
this thing, and that thing, and the other.
It is one—only one. It is *Jesus only.”

But though one, it is an infinite oue.

It is nothing less than the *Word of
Christ.”—O what height and depth, and
length and breadth is in the  Word of
Christ?” Who has ever explored it?
| Who has over exhausted it by preaching?
| Ab! the halfof it has never yet been
| preached.
«Jesus only” is a theme for eternity.
i —There thought can never feel hampered
—reiteration can never weary inquiry. 1t
'is a large place, a mine of wealth, a firma-
i ment of power; whither would the ambas-
"sador of Christ go from it? It is the un-
“ winding of all great principles, the expansion
- of all glorious thought, the capacity of all
“blessed emotion.

O Calvary! O Lamb of God: theré
imade the *sin-offering” for guilty man!

we turn to thee—to thee only. Where
“ean we go but unto thee; thou only hast
“the words of eternal life.  Our eves aré
“still lifted up to thee as to the hills whence
" cometh our help— Jesus only.”

i . % None but Jesus
| Can do helpless sinners good.™

Rev. Jokn Gray

t
}
'

David Brainerd said, that when God
. awakened his whole congregation of Indianss
he stood by amazed, and felt that he was
| as nothing—that God alone was working-
1 Oh! it is this, dear friends, that we desire
‘and pray for; that the Lord, the Spirit
I would himself descend,and with hisalmight¥
| power tear away the veil from your hearts:
{ convince you of sin, of righteousness,,ﬂ“d
| of judgment; that Jesus himself would
'take his sceptre, and break your hard
| hearts, and take.all the glory——that we wsy
lery ot, “Not wato.us, © Lord, nop wp¥

'us, but unto thy name give glory.”
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Sabbath School Lessons. 80 bad aiter all.” They may even seck by a
i I wresting of Scripture, to excuse their errors,

from the word of God. Tuke the first word

June 2st, 1863. . ’ of conscience, the first meaning of the Bible
BALAAM'S JOURNEY. ;:l?‘ei second i3 often made to please our-

Numb. xxii. 15—35. 4. Never make religion a cloak for covet-

ousness.  Balaam did s0. Simon Magus
| sought to purchase the Spirit, that he might
. P .| muke religion a means of gain. The hypo-
oti]ll)';;'z):s :'}:l d mor_': ho;u;zmble-—h'l‘g ﬂat’tel‘ ! crites who thus acquire riches will ultimately
Mothing hinder thee neithes propoet. Let] find that their gold and silver will perish with
love g hinder thee—neither the fear nor the‘, them.
b of God. He bad been told that God ;
"2d hindered him. His house full of silver |
cal gold. Balaam’s words were fair. He '
I8 God the Lord, and his God. He profes- i
1

1-‘THE SECOND MESSAGE TO BALAAM.

——————— - —

June 28th.

8 strict determination to follow the word | JESUS FORETELLS HIS DEATH AND

od: but his heart was given to covetous- | QTR REOT Y 3__9Q
OFS&‘ Tarry ye here thiag night.  Tnstend RESURRKCTION.—Marr. xvi. 23—23.
blddmg them jat once, Begone! he would | 1—CHRIST FORETELLS HIS SUFFERINGS.
Arley atill further with his tempters. His | L
g}“gﬂage seems to imply the blasphemous wish -~ 7'0 show unto his disciples—Jesus began
R!}t the Lord would change his purpose.— ; 00w to instruct his disciples in a most difficult
8¢ up and go with them. His mind was . lesson—to foretell to them his sufferings.—
?lfendy with Balak, God allowed his body to | This doctrine was particularly unpalatable to
Ollow.  Roge up in the morning~—He could | them, being opposed to their Jewish prejudi-
0t wait till the men called him. ! ces. That Christ knew every detail of his
| sufferings from the beginuning, and that it was
ever his fixed deliberate purpose, from which

God's anper . he never for a moment shrank, to drink the
ger was kindled because he went, | o ite very dre i
Balaam’s sin was in the motive—he loved the | bitter cup of sorrow to ite very dre gs for guilty
8ge4 of unrighteousness. God account his | Mman, should greatl}%' enhance our idea of our
Owp g y aecounts his - g viour's love. Ruised again—to comfort -

Demies, the enemies of his people.— | v
Alaam wag now separate from his company. l. ?}ig:;ssnglsa ;1:)1 f‘t)llll‘g:,' be tells them of the glory

th £ @338 saw the angel of the Lord thrice; !
Bmlgct: ﬁhe saved her master's life; thrice he | 2. PETER REBUKED BY CHRIST.
the ggp ers.u T;he Lgrd opemlad tI;]e ";g”t}:' of‘ Peter took him. Urged on by his nataru}
Bumploq ooncy Such & miracle should have | temperament, and perhaps inflated by the con: -
'!’een infa;';] iezinls)tructed_ Balaa}‘nhlf h;ahhag no‘; ! meéndation he had just received, ver.18—14.
] lhe;l . pralssmn. B: len € 4974 | How frail are even the best of men! Peter, take
hig awfy] dasxlz Wfau‘(li afalrln;l y aaﬁ] o §a\¥  itupon him to be the Lovd’s adviser! Beit fir.-
repmached foger' It € dotvl;m' e 18 dn;s { from thee,or.as itis in the origimal, pity thysel/
hig dewrminaiig;uioy’ uny 1 Zz reprove d T |"Get thee behind me—This was Christ’s shary)
Ris Soufession indi sin. ve snned.— | ohnketo his erring disciple for presumingt.
but p, ssion indicates fear of punishment, | divert him from his great object in coming 1.5
k. ﬁ?ﬁ?swigoiﬁfe sin. fl(;hatt t;w':h"ha”: this world—salvation to the human racg;
Commayg, r & prediction than & ! gusun, When Peter acted Iike Satan Christ

gave him Satan’s name. It was one of our

in37e By a fair exteri ou may, . Lord’s_ great trials, that those wh'o loved him
md\ugmﬁeii secret & sinfu?;rzpensity),, imv;l:;: sometimes helped the enemy unwittingly.
Bpon "oy ™S, you may deceive yourself, byt | 3 All are invited to share Christ’s sufferings
Cannot deceive God. . and glory.
M, Th“ 6?04 ts angry at sin though he If any man. From Mark viii. 34; we learn
{’oelrmt t in his providence. For good | that this was addressed to all the people.—
Permj, Y ends the Lord is often pleased to Deny himself. The language of the human - .
%ts."” Devertheless his anger is kindled | heart, and of Satan is “ pity thyself.” Christ
homeg 1%, he cannot look upon it but with ab- | says, * Deny thyself ” whatever is in the way-
) "'3./3%' : . of duty. Take up his cross. Christ mukes .
By the 20" 9f seeking God's leave to sin, | oir cross light, he helps us to bear it.—
* blingeg pa-;. of evil desires many become so | Ohrist's cross was heavy—he had to bear the .
ST M to think the sin they cherish “not { curse. ‘The consideration of the judgment tq .

II.—THE JOURNEY.

.

! 1. Never cherish secretly a sinful
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come, and of a futnre state of rewards or
punishmeuts, should make us the more willing
to close with Christ's gracious terms. The
coming of the Son of man, v. 28, probably
refers to the wide-spread Christianity which
some, who were standing there, lived to sce
established.

Learn.—1. Satan often temptsus through
our mearest friends. Adam was tempted
by Eve, Job by his wife, and here Christ by
his beloved Peter.

2. The things of the devil and of man
are alike. 'The natural man resembles Satan
in pride, vanity, enmity to God and man’s sal-
vation.

3. No crossno crown. The internal con-
flict, the opposition he meets with from Satan
and the world, his temporal sufferings, are the
Christian’s cross; the peace, the joy, the fa-
vour of God which he experiences in this life,
and the glory he enjoys in the next, are the
crown. The two are intimately connected:
it was through the cross that Christ himself
was exalted. Phil. ii. 9.

4. Whatever we lose for Christs sake is
gain. Nothing that is sacrificed for Christ,
from a cup of cold water to life itself, is lost.
If it were possible, the martyrs, in heaven
would die again for Christ.

5. The soul 13 most precious. Though
-wrecked it bears God’s image. It is immor-
tal. It is capable of unspeakable bliss, or of
unspeakable woe. So precious was it in the
sight of Christ, that he redeemed it with his
own blood—gave lis life as its ransom. O
barter it not away for the fleeting vanities of
time !’

—e

MOTH-EATEN.

In great dwellings there are many apart-
nents.  There are long and dusky ~halls.—
There are closets and storing-rooms that are
not often visited. There are spare-rooms, at-
tics, lamber-rooms. While the faithful house-
keeper watches in the living-rooms against
dirt and insect foes, the insidious enemy has
silently retreated to these remoter camps where
broom and brush seldom come. There they
rear their undisturbed fumilies, They nest in
corners, They brood in old garments. They
make cities of refuge of rolls of cloth. These
children of moth wake to raven and fatten up-
on the juiceless thread. Dust and sweepings
are good enough for their ordinary food, but
woolen is a bigh living, while fegthers and fur
are a banquet and a luxury to them. The old
maon dozes below, ahd dreams his battles over
again, while the silent moth up stairs is eat-
ing bis feathers, piercing his hat, and wasting
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the threads of his uniform. So, while men
doze and dream, their honours fade away, an

their glory is consumed. For when on som®
anniversaryday,the garments are brought forth,
the feathers fall to powder, the coatis cut with
‘a sharper tool than the sword, and the whole
suit is perished away forever. Sharp is the
needle, but sharper is theinvisible tooth of the

moth, and no needle-skill can repair its cun
ning desolations.

And so it comes to pass often that ene
mies, individually weak, are more dangerous
on that account. We can watch against 8
thief, scarcely against the miller. We suspect
the sounding elements. Sun and air are ou’
friends against mould and must. But thesé
soft-winged motes that hover between day-light
and dark, that bring forth without wafts, the
rear their brood by their teeth, that hide by
the very process of eating, and build burrow$
by the very masonry of their teeth—these ar
most fatal to our hidden possessions. HoW
many carpets are cut and scissored that qﬂu
look fairly to the eye, and reveal no mischief!
How many apparelings of reserved room?
hang in all their folds with seeming soundness:
that needed but to be shaken to show all the
mischief done.

Could there, then, have been selected a fi*
gure more pertinent, more striking in its analo*
gies than this? Could anything more clearly,
show to us the power of sins of neglect; 0
sins of indolence and of unuse; of sins of 80
and gentle presence, that in themselves are no
! very harmful, but that are the breeders O
 others that are; of silent mischiefs, or the uf”
used faculties or rooms of the soul, that ar
not ventilated, and are not searched with th®
' broom or the brash. Men do well to watc
and fight against obvious and sounding sio®
They are numerous. They are on every han®
They are dangerous. They are armed 8%
are desperate, 'They swarm the ways of bfe:
Not one vice, not one crime, not one tempt?®
tion, and not one sin of which the Son of
warns us, is to belightly esteemed. They “’z
to be esteemed, and in armor, we are toD
proof against them,

But these are not our only dangers. Tes®
of thousands of men perish, not by the h‘!“”
 stroke of temptation, but by the insidious t:,d

of the hidden serpent; not with roar
strength, but with subtle poison. M°f
men are moth-eaten than lion-eaten in life 0
And it behooves us, at times, to give hee 4o
these dangers of invisible and insidious 1
enemies.—H, W, Beecher.

Consider mine enemies, for they as?
many. Ps, xxv. 19, '

If God be for us, who ean be against U
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TO THOSE CHURCHES
WHICH HAVE NOT
Experienced “Times Of Refreshing.’

DeAr Chrisrias Brerures,—Any of
You who have noticed the course of events

receding the gracious blessings mercifully
®stowed upon many places, must have
Observed that those reviving showers have
€eh—as [ liesitate not to say—invariably
Sent in answer to prayer: a manitest proof
of the Lord's faithfulness to his Word.

2d how has it affected us who have not
Shared in those blessings ? ]

I belong to a church that has about as
Much Jife as a zoophyte: we have the gospel
fa“hfully preached, but no quickening, no
awz}kening; aud why ?  Because (as Lverily

eheve) there is amongst us the absence of
€ spirit of prayer. I need not enumnerate

¢ many indications of this, but one I
must. mention, our week evening prayer-

Seting is not attended by five per cent.
Mour church members. How can there

S a blessing!  And this, or nearly this, is
the case with many churches.

Ob, my dear fellow Christians, let me
aﬂ‘%tionateiy urge a few considerations. In

_ candour let me ask you are you quite
si‘;(RE -that you cannot spare one Lour in
i dﬂ}'§ to join in supplicating that bless-

8¢ which you doubtless feel that both
OUrselt and” your fellow-members need.
81t consistent with your profession of de-

Odence on divine assistance, when you

0 aot seek thatassistance in his appoiuted
ay? and not only so, but disregard his
OS“‘I_VE coMMAND—¢ Forsake not the as-
Tbling of yourselves together.”
‘VG::U! I uncharitable in saying that if you
WOuldwe" ass.ured that your being there
inten materially further your worldly
stam?sm’ jour seat would not be so con-
iove Y vacant? T candidly confess T be-
Bcieneso. And I appeal toyour own cou-
Solon, e—am I not speaking truth? Tn all
is il nmty and seriousness let me ask you,
morg 0;: Patent to you that the world has
or, in Of your heart than your Redsemer?
&n’d tkOther words, that you.lovq the world
15) erefore not your Saviour (1 John ii,
o I “am well aware of the constant
*eompels We must live,” ¢ competition
whi 5: such extra exertlona,’f éte., all of
Pro 8imply amounts to this —that the
+ogres of Camisr’s kingdom, and your
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own personal piety, are not of sufficient
interest to claim from you one kour or so
in six days. T will not permit myself to
call it (as others have done) a sucrifice of .
of time;and I am well assured there would
be no pecuniary sacrifice that would not
be more than compensated for by “the
blessing that maketh rich.” Has He not
said, “Seek ve First the kinglom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things
shall be added”?

The coustant neglect of united prayer is
a certain indication of the absence of private
devotion; and I may say too, of personal
dedication to the cause of Curist: in fact,
the absence of heart service. How, then,
I entreat you to solemnly ask yourself, can
a ministry be blessed, or a cliurch grow in
graceor in numbers? Ob, mv dear Chris-
tian brethren, do let us get out of this rut
of Sunday piety—this kind of conscience
service that inany must feel grows more and
more stunted every day.

I grieve to know that any Christians

make the prayer-meeting the last thing to
be considered in their arrangements, instead
of making everything bend to it. They
ask parties, and go to partieson that evening,
| but never can find time to go to the prayer-
; meeting- Oh consider! what contempt of
; God’s merey! and think also of the
| incalculable injury your example must exert
| upon others; its depressing and chilling
effect upon our ministers is immense.

Let me very solemnly entreat of you to
take this matter with you into your closet,
and there, seriously, before the “Searcher
of hearts,” make it a matter of constant and
deep earnest self-examination; and God in
his merey guide you to that decision which
He will approve on that great day when
all hearts shall . be laid bare,~~From the
“ Revival.”

o >

«1F THOU KNEWEST THE GIFT
OF- GOD.”

A weary one sat at Jacob’s well; He
had left the land of the Pharisees. It was
Jesus. He came in love to His own, to
save them from their sins; but they receiv-
ed Him not. Weary and grieved was His
tender heart as He sat about the sixth hour
at Jacob’s well, .

There is a woman coming with ber

|
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water-pot to the well.  Sheis one to whom l ‘“He that hath the Son hath life; he that
the proud Pharisee would scorn to speak. | hath not the Son of God hath not life,”
She is a despised Samaritan, and that is My reader it is a4 gifi, '« gift, a gift; ob
uot all, she is a poor wretched being, living | if thou knewest this!" Thou canst not buy
inopen sin.  She little knows that she is!it: thon eanst not merit it. He that
about to meet the eye of Him who knows 'knows all that ever thou didst; all that
all that ever she did. She arrives at the I thou art} sets before thee Jesus the crucl®
well, and is astonished that Josus, being a ! fiéd; Jesus the risen one; Jesus the glort
Jew, should ask her to give Him to drink. { fied. Dost thou know Him, the gift of all
“desus answered and said uuto her, If thou ' gifts?
knewest the giftof God, and who it is that ' Dost thou say, “But my sins are heavy
saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou' ey press me .down, what must I dp!”
wouldest have asked of Him, and He wowld « If thou knewest the gift of God.” Yes,
" have given thee living water.” rif thou hast committed every sin that ha$
He did not sav, if thou wert not so great: been done in this dark world ; yet God’g
a sinner.  He did not say, if thou wilt re-" gift, « redomption through his blood,
form and become a lioly woman, then I|aboundsaboveitall «Tha blood of Jesus

will give thee living water. No! No!, Christ ilis Son cleanseth us from all sin.’
No! "He let her know, that He knew all | His very business was saving just such
that ever she had done. But there was | burdened, weary, heavy-hearted sinners a8
such a depth of pity, grace, and compassion ; thou art. Blessed be His holy name, the
in the wondyous countenance; such tender | work is finished. May God reveal to thy
fove to the sinner in those words, that it ' soul, my reader, Christ Jesus. Change of
"wou her heart, it converted Lier soul. Christ | life and holiness of life will follow. But theé
was revealed to lier; and leaving her water- | first thing is The Qift of God.

ot she went to the city so full of Christ, C.S.
that forgetting her own shame, she said

* Come see a man which told we all that GRANDEUR OF THE BIBLE.
ever I did: is not this the Christ ?” !

My reader, can you meet the eye of Him INTERESTING TESTIMONY.
who knows every thought of your heart
from childhood ?” All that ever you did. ' If you have ever tried it, you must havé
open and naked to His eve. And can you | beer struck with the few solid though!s
say that youare notasinner?”  How wasit, | (he few suggestive ideas which survive the
think you, that there was nothing in Jesus i perusal of the most brilliant of humad
to repel this wretched sinner? Aund what i books.  Few of them can stand three read’
can those words mean, think you—<Iflings; and of the memorabilia which you
thou knewest the gift of God, de. 2 Is ' had marked in your first reading, o8
this the one great thing needed by a poor reverting to them, you find that many of
wrepched sinner? 1tis; there can be no those were not so atriking, or weighty, of
mistake about it, for Jesus says it. Of | original as you thought. But the ‘zo"d
whatever nation the reader may be; what- | of God is solid; it will stand a thousad
ever the sins you may have commitied, the readings; and the man who has gone over
first thing you need, is not the waters of | it the most frequently and carefully, 1
the Ganges, or intercession of saints, or| surest of finding new wonders there.— Revs
works of amendment; no, the thing you | James Hamilton.
peed is to KNOw the gift of God. When I commenced my duties of pro”

Do you ask who and what is that gift of | fessow of theol y, I feared that the fré*
God? The man that met that poor| quency with which Ishould have to pa*
Samaritan sinner; Jesus the Son of God; | over the same portion of Seripture WO“!d
as also it is written, “ For God so loved | abate the interest in my own mind 1?
the world that He gave His ouly-begotten | reading them; but after more than ffty

- Son, that whosoever believeth in Him years of study, it is my experience thsb
should not perish, but have everlasting with every class my interest incresses—"
Jife”  “Tug Grrr of God is eternal life, Peof. Leonard Wood,




THE GOOD NEWS.

I have always found in my scientific
*udies, that when I could get the Bible
8ay anything upon the subject, it atforded
e a firm platform to atand upon, and
Another round in the ladder by which I
€0uld safely ascend.— Lieut, Maury.
tioa L2¥€ for many years made it a prac-
'€ to read through the Bible once a year.
evy Custorn is to read four or five chapters
frc?ry Morning immediatety "after rising
of m my bed. It employs about an hour
s“i‘"‘g time, and seems to me the most
Wha le manner of beginning the day. _In
what light soever we regard the Bibls,
Sther with reference to revelation, to his-
inry Or to morality, it is an invaluable and
“*hausiable mine of knowledge.—Jokn
ey Adams.
one 20 easily conceive why the Bible was
¢ of
£11 Vron’s tablg; and i't wm.xld be easy to
: u“wa' lect.ure .v«uth t_estmomes, wntlen or
g Ntten, which painters, sculptors orators
thoy Poets, have rendered to the most
Hy gut Suggesting book in the world.—
Milton.
oM the time that, at my mother’s
o on my father’s knee, I first learned
the SP verses from the Sacred Wr‘iti.ngs,
Contg Ave been my daily study and vigilant
Iy gtn?l)]atlon. If there be anything in
the ér}lff or thoughts tp'be commepdgd,
sti;line 1t is due to my kind parents in in-
Sepi 8 nto my mind an carly love of the
?tums-‘Daniel Webster.
11,0,.:"’ of opinion that the Bible contains
beq,. true sensibility, more exquisite
tne 1 More pure morality, more impor-
Slory, “and finer strains of poetry
all o, duence, than can be collected from
ua%‘t@l“ books, in Whatever age or lan-
"071{;3_ '¢¥ may be written.— Sir William.
Lwilp
er gig

fee
tr.) ]tl,

Azard the assertion that no man
. OF ever will become truly elo-

n .

th:nlts'.l:mlout being
ble, ang ap admirer of the purity

i © :
dme;ubhmlcy of its languags.—Fisher

1 Fest 3

., S8t
“hl(‘.ll Ix fi
-~ P

n the Bible as the only Book in
und trye eloquence and wisdom,

toug Mza'arzdula.

lere g 10 bopk like the Bible for ex-

L leaz-m;;g, wisdom and use.— Siy
a

fram the invention of letters
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to the present time, are equal to the pen- -
man of the books of the Old and New
Testament, in true excellence, utility, and
dignity.— Dr. Hartley.

Every word and syllable of the Bible
ought to be adored; it not only cannot be
enough admired, but it cannot be too much
admired.— Boilean.

R —

“NOTHING.”

ths four volumes which always lay '

a constant reader of |

i Ir is very hard for even many truly
; saved oues to cease trying to be something

;in the flesh, and be willing to be reckoned

| nothing in the world, ~«Though I be

| NOTHING,” was the language of one whe

rhad been in “the third heaven,” and who.

. could say, « 7 knew a man in Christ.’

" To be “Noriine” here, and glory in it,

“we must know our position as « guickened

together with Christ,” and seated with Him .
Jin heavealy places.  If we know that “our

citizenship is in heaven,” we can afford to

“be nothing here.  But there can be no

{-peace tor our restless hearts unless we are

“in Christ Jesus,” and consciously lifted

i out of self, sin, and circumstances,-and are

living above the good or bad opinion of
“this present evil world”

Oh, how sad that any follower of the
rejected  Jesus should court the smile of
| His murderers, and regard it as a great point
| gained to stand well with the world that
despized and crucified their Lord!

When heartily willing to be nothing in
the flesh and to be nowhere in the world,
[ the peace of God shall rule in our hearts,
iaud we shall then live above the power of

oirculustances, as pilgrims  and strangers
+ seeking a eity that Lath foundatious, whose
| builder and maker is God.

Jesus, our beloved Redeemer, « made
Himself of no reputation,” and He said,
“The servant is nof greater than his lord.”
If « He humbled himself and became obe-
dient to death, even the deatb of the cross,”
surely we ought to do the same. We are
followers of one whom the world put to
death on a cross, as an expression of its
batred and rejection of Him; and are we.
i not by faith identifiel with Him? What
ysays the apostle? « 7 qm crucified with
Christ. . . . Godforbid that I should glory
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
whereby the world s crucified unto me,
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and lunto the world” We are risen
with Christ, and His cross stands as the
measure of separation between us and the
world.

A pilgrim through this lonely world,
The blessed Savieur passd

A mourner all His life was He,
A dying Lamb at last.

That tender heart that felt for all,
For all its life-blood gave;

1t found on earth no resting-place,
Save only in the grave,

Suck was our Lord—and shall we fear
The cross with all its scorn?

Or love a fuithless, evil world,
That wreath'd His brow with thorn?

No! facing all its frowns or_smiles,
sLike Him, obedient still,
We homeward press through storm or

calm,
To Zion's blessed hill,

{1 tents we dwell amid the waste,
Nor turn aside to roam

In folly’s paths, nor seek our rest
Where JEses had no home.

Dead to the world with Him who died
To win our hearts—our love,

We, risen with our risen Heud,
In spirit dwell above.

The British Herald.

A WILLING SAVIOUR AND UX-
WILLING SINNERS. v

# Ye willnot come to me, that ye might hawe
life"—Joun v. 40.

- The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
is the ouly almighty, and loving Saviour
of fallen, guilty and lost mankind. He
came into the world to save, he died on
the cross to save, he is exalted in heaven
to save, and “ he is able to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by
him”—Heb. vii. 25,

And his love is as great as his power;
he is as willing as he is able. Do you
doubt this? Then why did he come into
this world at all? why the labours of his
‘life, and the sorrows of his deathf and
why this language of his lips, « Ye will not
eome to me, that ye might have life "

Yes, life, eternal life will be found by all

THE GOOD NEWSR,

who come to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
seek for that inestimable blessing, that
saving, sovereign and crowning good.—
¢This is the record, that God hath given
to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and
he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life"—1 John v. 11. 12.

But coming to Christ is indispensable
to the obtaining of eternal life by Christ.
“Come,” he says, “and I will give you
rest.” “ Come unto me and drink,” and
in no wise shall any be cast out who do
come. The Spirit says come, the Church
says come, and all hearing the word are
authorised to repeat it until the whole
world shall hear.  All who come shall live.
but all refusers are doomed to die, and to
perish for ever.

O then, for the grace of a willing heart
and mind to listen to the Saviour’s voice,
believe in his name, and trust in his blood
and righteousness for forgiveness, cleansing
and acceptance in the sight of God! Sure
each possessor of that grace will say—

“Now, Lord, I would be thine alone,
And wholly live to thee ;

But may I hope that thou wilt own,
‘A worthless worm like me ?

Yes; though of sinners I'm the worst,
I cannot doubt thy will;

For if thou hadst not loved me first,
I%had refused thee still.” -

But on the other hand, how infinitely
deplorable is an unwillingness to come t0
Jesus Christ for life—life eternal! No
groan is deep enough to deplore it, n0
power of language is sufficient to depict 1
—the ignorance, insensibility, ingratitud®
madness and wickedness, of such unwilling
ness here, and the frightful consequence®
hereafter. Ye backward, unwilling, delay”
ing sinners, will ye hear and heed th®
Saviour's language of - rebuke and lamer”
tation, as with mournful attitude, ha.vﬂfg
beart streaming eyes, he says, “Ye W
not come to me that ye might bave life.
—Gospel Trumpet.

>

If good people would but make good'
nessagreenble, and smile instead of frow?®”
ing in their virtue, how many wonld they
win to the good cause.— Archbishof
Usber.




