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THE BYFECTS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION AN RVI-
: DENCE OF 1TS DIVINE ORIGIN.

In order to the right illustration of this argu-
ment it i8 neceesary to premise that the Chrisuan
religion has substantially existed, and does suh-
stantially exist, under a variety of distinctive ays-
tems, differing from each other on some unport-
ant points, yet agreeing in the doctrines that
-essentially counstitute the christian faith.  Christi-
anity is & system comprehending a great variety
of truth. Although we were sure therefore that
we could point out ohe denominationin the Chris.
tian Church that holds all revealed truth without
Qymixtum of error; we would be very much dis-
inclined to call this the only church, or to affirm
that other denominations, less enlightened and less
pure, were not comprehended within the pale of
the Church Catholic.  The utmost, perhaps, that
we could affirm,would be, that those wha departed
from this standard had admitted in various degrees
some portion of errorinto theirrespective systems,
which counteract in various degrees the moral
‘efficacy of a pure gospel, But in so far as they
adhere to what the gospel teaches, they will be
efficient instruments for regenerating the world,

In this view of the case we separate the gospel
from those who profess it ; we view it abstracedly
as it is in itself ; we behold different classes of
men drawing from its pure tressure.house in dif-
ferent quarrities; we discover whatis pure pro-
ducing its proper effect under the various encum-
brances with which it is loaded ; and of the
combined result we are able to say—~this hes been
effected by the christian religion,

In tracing out the proper effects of christianity,
it seems essentialthat we should keep thisinview;
for it enables us to explain the cauges of success
and failure in different communities, and to refute
objections nlleged against its heneficial influence
on account of certain sbuses which have grown
up under its venerated name. It has sometimes
been alleged, for example, that christianity has
promoted persecution, and what have been termed
religious wars, It is perfectly evident to those
acquainted with the gennine spirit of the chris-
tian religion, that it is opposed to bnth ; and if
under its hallowed name persecution and wars
have arisen, this conld only be from the darkness
and corruptinn which its professors had contrived
to mix up withit.  After it had gained an exten.
sive fooling in the world, worldly men began to
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ply their ambitious schemes under the mask of its
name; andto this couse mainly is to be attributed
all the calamitics which have arisen under the
pretence of promoting it. As to the other disor-
ders still existing in christiun countries which it
has failed tv rectify, they have arisen not from
christiznity, but in opposition to it ; and where
they huve not been fully eatirpated, they havebeen
muca counteracted in thewr baleful effect. It 1s
the design of this article to trace all that is good
in christian society to the operation of christian
principles, and to demonstrate that the cvil can
in no sense be attributed toit, since it is its nuiural
and prufessed design to remove it.

‘T'his subject may properly be divided into two
parts.

First, A view of' what christianity bas actually
done.

Secondly, What it shall accomplish by its ulti-
mate triumph.

L It is upon individuals in the private walk of life,
that the eflicacy of the christian system has been
first practically felt, in reclaiming the profane and
immoral to sobriety, justice and devotion. Ila
ving been made free from sin, and become the
servants of God, they have their fruit unto holi-
ness; and after, a pauent continuance in well
doing, they are checred in death with the hope of
eternal life.

It extends its blessed influence to the indivi-
dual inevery rank and station of life. Is the
christian favoured with temporal blessings ~he
is instructed to enjoy them, and to distribute to
the necessities of those who are in want. Are
his circumstances contracted 2—it preserves him
from repining. It not only produces contentmen,
but it confers a certain dignity and authority which
the greatest can never acquire withoutit. The
chrigtian 13 euabled to glory even in tribulation,
and cordially to approve all the divine dispensa-
tions towards him, He knows that he is the
object of a divine love, and what trouble can
overwhelw, or fear discompose him who is the
object of such a love? What earthly power can
mnake such 2 man unhappy 7 Will you take away
his nches 1—tus treasure is inheaven. Wil you
bamish hun from home *—his country is abave.
Will you bind hwn in chains 2—his conscience,
his spirit, lis affections, are all free. Will vou
destroy his body ?—his body shall be raised in-
corraptible at the last day, and his soul willimme-
diately return unto God who gave it.

. This is the natural effect of ehristian principles ;
and we may appeal to history and experience for
the actual results of their operation upen man-
kind, \Whatdocssacred history record 7 Paul thus
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speaks ¢ \What fruit hed ye then in those thinge
whereof ye are now ashumod ? for the endof those
thingsis death. But now being made free from sin,
and becowe servants to God, ye have your fruit
unto holiness; and the end, everlasting life,"*
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
wherit the kingdom of God? De not deceiv-
ed ; neither fornicators, nor idolaterg, nor adul-
terers, nor cfleminste, nor abusers of themselves
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covectous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall
inherit the kingdom of God. And such were
some of you: Dbut ye arc washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our God.”t
and Peter thus alludes to the reformation wrought
aumong the Jewish convicts in Pontus, Gallatia,
and other places :—¢For the time past of our life
may suffice us to have wrought the will of the
Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness,lusts,
excess of wine, revelhings, banquetings, and abo-
minable idolatries : wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the same cxcess of
riot, speaking evil of you.”"}

And how does this correspond with our own
observation and experience of the effects of chris-
tian principles vpon the individual? Is it not
matter of familiar remark among us, when we see
a person who professes christianity acting immo-
rally, that he is a hypacrite and insincere in his pro-
fession? ‘Thus our condemnation of his inconsis-
tency is aun acknowledgement of the holiness
of his creed, and we do not simply condenn
his conduct as immoral, but our reprobation
is the more severe, because we try the incon-
s'stent christian by that holy law winch he pro-
fesses to believe and obey. When, on the other
hand, we behold one whose deportment is worthy
of his Christian profession—~a man of humility,
devotion, integrity, whose pur and dignified de-
meanor befits one whose hopes rise toimmortality,
and whose right of citizenship is in heaven—do
we not at once acknowledge that it isChrist's gos-
pel which has transformed his character, andis the
very life-spring of all his virtues? And even
when we mecet with a man in society of unim-
peachable integrity, and of unstained honour, who
has not founded these qualities on christian prin-
ciples, we feel less secure in their genuineness
and stability. We can see no very strong mo-
tives for their continuance, where dercliction
might bring gain without exposure. When we
lovk on his amiable or honest character, we feel

* Jtem. 6, 21. 22,
{ 3 Cur. vi.9, 10, 11,
4 L Peter,iv. 3,4
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as if welooked on a house fair cnough it, may be,
but founded on a quicksand, and concerning which
fall and trial are inseparably associated in our
thoughts. Or to illustrate by enother scripture
allusion ; tho seeming virtues of a man carcless
of christianity,are like vegetation upon the rock—
the rain washes it away, or the sun withers 1t,
and at best it spreads ite short lived verdure over
a surtace thut counot nourish it to perfection, ft
is not so with the real christian. His, virtuous
qualities spring naturally out of his principles ;
ard his principles are the samein every condition—
in public life, and in povate. In his actions he
has only & subordinate reference to man’s judg-
ment; for lie bears about with him a habitual
consciousness of the omniscient inspection of
Deity, and a habitua! desire to please him—senti-
ments than which none can be more powerful in
counteracting all temptations to sin. We have
only to beassured, thercfore,that a man is a chris-
tian, to enable us to predict what his conduct
phall be when the hine of duty 18 plain; for of
him who loves Christ, it may cver be snid, that in
the habitual tenor of his conduct he will keep his
commaudments,

On this point too we might appeal not merely
o every individual's observation, but to his own
personal experience. At what period, and in what
circumstances of your life, has your love of good-
ness been most ardent? Was it not when you
applicd most humbly and devonutly to the book
of God, that you might imbibe its pure and hea.
venly spirit? Did you ever fecl more inclined to
sbstain from all sinful indulgences, more disposed
to fulfil all righteousness than in those periods of
your life when the private and public exercises of
religion were most solemnly regarded, and when
your mind in this spiritual communion, lived as it
were in the presence of Deity, and enjoyed a
fellowsbip with his pure worshippers both in
heaven and earth 2 Ah! who is there that knows
not well the spiritual insensibility that steals over
the heart, when the truth and the ordinances of
religion are neglected, and how incffectual all other
meang are to kindle and preserve alive inthe bosom
that love of moral excellence which carn alone
guide to its attsinment. And I am sure that]
carry with me the assent of every heart when I
affirm on the other hand, that we know no other
or more effectual means for producing in the
sou), that moral perfection of which it is naturally
destitute, than those pointed out in the gospel—
the belief of its doctrines, the observance of
its duties, the cultivation of its spirit, the anti
cipations of that pure and blessed world which it
discovers to the view of faith—these have pro-
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duced upon the character of myriads of our fel-
low-men, such a moral transformation as evident-
ly demonstrates the divine origin of s system
possessing such moral power, Hence it is that we
consider the effects of the christian religion upon
the individual as a manifest proof thatit comes
from God,

Consider next the effects of the christianreligion
on socicty as a corroborative proof of ita divine
excellence.

When we look at the means that are at present
employed in christian communities to promate
their improvement, we discover & number of agen-
cies at work, which are not strictly speaking
religious. "' .cre are scminaries of education,
and schools of science—there is the diflusion of
knowledge by that mighty engine, the prese, by
which the labours of those who have leisure
and talent, are rendered servicesble to those who
have less ; and through their agencies, an impulse
is given to mew's intellectual and moral improve-
ment, These agencies, we say, are not strictly
speaking religious, but we ask what has chiefly
brought then: into play? We can have no hesi-
tation in answering—~the christian religion has
called them into existence. To the demand for
Bibles in the 15th century, we are mainly indebted
for the art of printing. The more the scriptures
are known inany country, the more is education
desired. It is the consequence of the dissemina-
tion of sacred truth, that christian nations have so
far surpassed others in the march of civilization
and intellectual refinement., Christianity alone
has planted 2 echool in every village and hamlet
of most protestant countries, and rendered their
population superior to others in intelligence and
morality. Christianity alone, of all forms of reli-
uion, enjoins upon its fullowers to devote the
seventh day to intellectual and spiritual improve-
ment, to meditation on the works, ways, and
word of God, to the worship of the Deity, and
preparation for a world that is purely spiritual.
The influence which such institgtions must exert
upon a community can only be estimated by com-
paring it with another community where these are
not enjoyed. And were we to bring a village of
our native land into juxta-position with one in
a heathen country, the contrast as to intelligence
and moral feeling alone,would strikingly impress us
with a sense of our infinite obligations to the
gospel.

Besides promoting intellectual and moral im-
provement in communities, the gospel serves aga
bond of union hetween independent nations—it
has moderated the ferocity of war—~it has check-
ed pride and revenge, and promoted humility
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and forgiveness, It has descended into families,
and carried with it peace and happiness. It has
banished polygamy, and guarded the nuptial con
tract from the eflects of levity, caprice, or profli.
gecy. It has raised the female sex from a state of
degradiition ard oppressiort to a tank and influence
in society, which they possess only in christian
countties; whete theic interest and hapyiness are
consulted in every important concerst of life, Its
Jjust and gentle epirit has banished in a great
measure the infamous traffic in humun beings,
and will ultimately triumph by the abrogation of
slavery in every form, It has raised and main-
tained hospitals fur the sick and the infirm—shas
erected asylums for almost every form of human
misery—for the poor, the widow, the orphan, the
#ick; and the insane, Its beneficence has extended
itself even to the abodes of guwlt and crime~
to prisons and penitentiaries, to ameliorate and
yeclaim their miserable victims. Christianity alone
has produced in the most refined nations of the
world, all that honourably distinguish them ; and
what tonttibutes so nobly to the improvement
of human goclety, toits moral regeneration, to its
felicity, is sutely a pift worthy of God who be-
stowed it

1f we take a more extended view of the effects
of the gospel on the political governments of
nations, its claim to a divine excellence and origin
Will be still farther strengthened. Wherever it
phevails, polytheism and idolatry and all their atten-
dant cruelticsand proﬁlgate immnralities, have been
sbolished. As soon ds nations and governments
betame christian, they were actuated by it mild,
tenovolent and generous spirit. Rulers blended
the chmum morality with their citil institutes, and
trenséribed } into their polmcal codes the humanity
and benevolenée inspired by rehigion ; they Jearn-
ed from it that the proper object of their appoint-
ment was to promote the welfire of society, and
preserve the nioral interests of the community over
which they presided. It has not yet indeed
always been successful in blotting out every un-
just law from the civil code of christian nations,
bat in proportion as its influence is extended, this
yeformation shall be perfect. Nor has it always
been successful in tepressing unjust wars. How
couldit# It has never vet been cordially embrac-
ad by the majority, sior perhaps by the preponder-
ating part of any nation, Neverthelessit has had
great influence, and that influence has been of
the most beneficial kind for the happiness of man.
For it has banished in a great degree the cold in-
humanity which consideréd war, not as the great
est scourge of the human race, but as the prime
business and most exquisite gratifitation of life ;
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it has checked the restless ambition, the passioit for
martial atchievements, and the ferocious rapacity
which produced aggressions the most utiprovoked;
it has restrained the implacable and vindictive
spirit with which wars were carried on, and which
for many ages overwhelmed the world with
bloodshed, ruin, and dusolation ; it has restrained
thut relertless cruelty which condemned the
unhappy captive to perpetual slavery, to torture,
to an ignominious death by the hand of the execu-
tioner ; it has banished from the practice of war
the desolation of whole couniries, and that relent.
less cruelty which spared not from massacre and
extermination the unoffending female, the helpless
infant, and the decripitude of age. These out-
rages are seldom heard of in wars carried on by
nations professing christianity, though nothing
was more frequent among the most polished and
humane of the nations of antiquity, Thus has
christianity restrained evils which, from its ay yet
partial iofluetice; 1t has not finally extirpated, and
1t has communicated so much good to the politi-
cal govermnents of nations as warrants us to call
it the best blessing ever conferred on the world,
and evidently in a special sense the gift of God.
—Thus have I stated briefly and generally some
of the blessed effects which the christian reli
gion has produced o individuals,communities, and
political institutions. -

11, But let us ihquire what the christian scheme
is, from its very nature, calculated to do when its
influence shall be universal and supreme. It must
prompt to the most vigorous &xestion for the im-
provement of mankind,—There are some kinds of
improvement which it will continue to promote
indirectly, Science and hterature are of this
class. It isnot the professed desiga of réligion to
promote these; but they owe their present advance-
went mainly to its influence. It has been so,and it
must be so in future. Christianity discoversto man
how high he stands in the scale of intelligence, and
thatan endlesscareer of existence and improvement
is beforehim. This discovery mustdirect him to the
cultivation of his miud as his noblest part, Besides
the christian religion unfolds more clearly to him
his obligations to love and worship the Deity,
und consequently it tnust create the desire to know
more of his nature and his works, Now scienceis
just another name for the knowledge of these, and
therefore it will be cultivated by all christiana to
whom Jeisureand ability ave given, withsuch a zea-
lons and affectionate disposition as shall be most
likely to ensure success. Hvery new discovery
will in the christian's eye appeat asa new ray of
glory from the Creator’s attributes. He will cast
a look over the wide field of nature to examine
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evety objoct } &nd every manifestation of wiso and
benevolent design will rivet Ins thoughts and aflec-
tions moro securgly on its almighty contriver. Be-
sides, christiaa principle may lead to the cul-
tivation of such brauches of kuowledge from
their great utility to mans Knowledge is pow
er, and such power a good man will be ambi-
tious to attain because it may be exerted for
good ends. Such exalied motives as these can-
pot fail to inspire enthusiasm and diligence in the
studies of' science, and in thair application to the
benefit of man; and when the minds of phileso-
phers are more decply imbued with the spiritof
the gospel, it will not ouly withdraw them fromnthe
vain dreains and visionary pursuits in which too
many of them now uselessly consume their days,
but it will concentrate their energies upon the pur-
suit of useful inquiries with a zeal and vigor which
no other motives could exert,and with a view not to
mere personal gratification,but to the advantage of
the world. They will labor not to discover the
useless art of transmuting other budies into gold,
but the better art of applying the various proper-
ties of bodies to the real comfort of man, and of
teriving fromallsuch food for devout contemplation
as may aid in a higher degree that regenerating in-
fluence which the gospel is destined to exert on
the humancharacter. Plulosophy will then take
her proper status as the handmaid of religion, and
under the combined and full influence of both, the
moral regeneration and happiness of the world
will increase with a rapidity as yet unknown
andunexperienced, Inlike manter shall literature
be pressed into the service of this great cause of
promoting the improvement of mankind, by ren-
dering more efficacious the methods of instruction,
and extending the knowledge of Christ's gospel
over the many tongued carth, and hastening on-
ward its ultimate triumph, True religion, wiile
it thus indirectly tends to the promotion of science
and literature, will render then a blessing by therr
most benefizial application.

But more directly the christian religion will
operate on the moral improvement of the world.
This is its proper and main design<sto establish a
kingdom of universal righteousness. Tlusis not
an utopian or visionary speculation, The perfect-
ability of man hss been advocated by writers not
christian; and certainly when we cousider the ad.
vancement already made, away from the ignorance
and demoralizationof formerages, we discover fa-
vorable prognostics of the future,and can set in our
imagination no limits to his probable improvement,
The christian,far more than the mere philosopher,
has reason to rejoice in the approach of a better or-

der of things—a millenium or golden age restored; J
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becausehe believes that such an era is predicted,and
that a series of means are set in operation to ushv
erit in, It is predicted in such Junguage ae this—

“In Ins days shall the rightcous flourish ; and
ubundunce of peace so long us the tnoon endureth,

1Ie shall have dominios ulso from sea to sou, and

from the rever unto the ends of the earth;"—-¢Ask
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for thy possession;”’—4For unto us a clnld 1s born,
unto us a son is given, and the government shall
be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called
wondertul, Counsellor, the mighty Gad, the ever-
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace;"—¢{le must
reign till he huth put all encwies under his feet.

And when all things shall be subdued unto him,

then shall the Son also bitself be subject unto him

thut put all things under him that God may besll

w all;"—wThe kingdom of lieavenis like to a grain
of mustard-seed, which a man took and sowed in

his field : which indeed 13 the least of all seeds ;

but when it is grown, it is the greatest among

herbs, und becometh 2 tree, so thut the birds of the
air come and lodge in the branches thereof;”—and
again,“The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven,
which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, till the whole was leavened.” These passa-
ges declare the purpose of God, that the gospel
shall ultimately prevail throughout the world, The
wstrumentality by wlich tins 1s to be cffected is,
the exertions of those who have themselves expe-
nienced its saving efficacy. This renders the real
chnstian desirous of imparting to others the bless-
ings he enjoys ; and 1t 13 truly amazing what an
amount of benevolent enterprise has sprung from
this pranciple withim the last half century, Not few-
ery 1t 15 probable, than five millons of copies of the
Sacred Scriptares have been issued by Bible So-
cieties alone. Numerous missionaries bearing the
tidings of the everlasting gospel, have planted the
standard of the cross m many countries where a
Savieur's name had never been heard of. The poor
Greenlanders, though dwelhng in the most inhos-
pitable climate, have felt the blessed influence of
the gospel, and now exlubit the cheering prospeot
of a christian population, rising in the comforts
and arts of cuvilized life, and taking their station
within the pale of the christian commonwealth.
The degraded inhabitants of Sonthern Africa, con-
cerning whom some men pretended to dispute
whether they belonged to the family of rational
beings, have proved their title to the rank of men
by their capacity for religion,and amidst their scat-
tered villages,schools are established to train them
to reason, and sanctuaries are erected to lead them
to God. Proceeding onward to British Indis,we be-
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hold a lieathen population of one hundred millions
subjected to the dominion of a christian power—a
power operating, we trustsilently and gradually in
undermining that degrading superstition by which
they are cnthralled. ‘e hurning of widows on
the funcrai pile of thair dead husbands and the
crime of infunticide are now abolished, Under the
auperintendence of chiristian missionaries a regu-
lar sy<tem of education for the young is in opera
tionin numerous villagesof British India, the know
ledge of scripture truth is being difused among
them, couverts are made to the cluistian faithyand
success dawns through the darkness and opposi-
tion arising from long established superstition. By
the labors of christian missionaries among the Is-
lands ofthe Pacific Ocean, whole tribes have em-
braced the christinn faith, and exinbit one of
the most pleasing triun:phs of christianity which
the human mind can contemplate, These and
innumerable other facts that might be men-
tioned, show what the gospel in the present
day is accomplishing ; they demonstrate that
it has lost none of its moral power, and con-
firm our belief thrt its predictions of umversal do-
minion will yet be verified. VWe may form sume
conception of the general blessedness of this tri-
umph, from tracing its results from individuals to
gocieties and nations. The eff:ct of christian prin-
ciple upon the indwvidual is matter of daily obser-
vation, It rezulates his appetite, it leads to in
tegrity, it exalts his reason ; implanting the love
of God, it fosters piety : implanting the love of
man,it confirms justice and benevolence. No man
doubts that the true christian will prove the best
child, the best parent, the best subject, the best
magistrate. It is obvious that a commumity of such
individuals would be free from envious pride and
dishonorable rivalghips, would dwell together as
brethren, would bear each other's burden, and
would escape many of those disorders that em-
broil snciety n its present corrupted state.  With-
out claiming therefore for christianity the power
of making men perfect, in an ymperfect world, it
i8 not too much to affirtn that a system which
confers moral purity upon the ndividual,would also,
if umversally adopted,diffiise moral purity over the
community, and that when each individnal com.
posing it, is raised to a participation of the divine
nature, theaggregate will be a kingdom consisting
of righteousness, of peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost,

From this brief statement of what christianity
has already accomplislied in the world, and what
fromits very nature it must yet achieve, we arg
warranted, I think, to draw the following conclu-
asion in corroboration of its divine origin, that its
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design to reclaim the whole human family from
that condition of moral disorder and nisory in
which they e evidently plunged, is worthy of a
beneficent and oly God ;—that the comprehen.
stveness of' the design bespeaks the eamne high ori-
gin—it reaches from the begmning to the end of
ume, and is destined to embrace every family of
Adam j—that the means are most fitly adapted to
the end—it employs no compulsion, for mind
cannot be forced; 1t enlightens, persuades, sancti-
fies, by the apphcatiun of truth to the soul of man;
it brings into play the energies of those who em-
braceity and renders them the istruments of trans.
mitting it to their fellow-men. Where utility and
happiness are thus identified with acuvity,the mov-
ing power of activity can never fail. Further, that
neither in the composition nor execution of this
plan is there any admxture of evil.  Christianity
aspires after universal dominion, but its name is
not preceded by fear, norits path tracked by de-
sulation—terror and the sword are nnnc of its wea«~
pons of conversion. No portentous signs of disas-
trous revolution or sudden change heralds its ap-
proach. It overthrowserror; but it does not up-
oraid the erring. It docs not meet opposition with
violence ; but in meekness instructs those who
oppose themselves, and brings them to an acknow-
ledgment of the truth.  The kingdom of God like
the airs of summer stealing softly over the world,
or rather like the mighty silent processes of mate-
rial nature, cometh not with observation, Itmay
find intolerance and stnfe, disorder and misery,
in its path, but it docs not create them—these are
among the number of evils it comes to rectify by
diffusing charity, and peace, order and joy throngh.
out the whole family of man,

These are conclusions which cannot well be gain.
sayed concerning the influence actual and attaina-
ble, of the christian religion on political communi-
tiesand individuals, The only point concerning
which any question can be made is the origin of
that blessed cconomy, which has produced a part,
and shall accomplish the whole, Shall we say with
the unbeliever,that itis 2 cummingly devised fable?
A strange fable it mustbe,which has produced such
magnificent, such beneficent results!—strange that
the humble fishermen of Gallilce should invent &
moral engine more potent in its power of reforma-
tion and production of happiness,than any that the
wit of the most rencwned philosophers ever dream-
ed of'——stranger still that a Book which, if the
sceptic’s suspicion be true, isnothing else than
a forgery, should yet in a world over which God
rules, achieve more advantage to mankind than all
the truths that have ever been told! But syrely
with the evidence which has now been presented to
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out minds we are prepared to dismiss suspicion.and
to say of the gospel, it is the power of God and
the wisdom of God; it is the divinely appuinted
antidote to man's depravity and wretchedness; 1t
is the lever by which a redecmed worid is to be
raised from earth to heaven; it in a manifestation
of the love and merey of God winch shall engage
the thought and the love of the umverse of telh-
gent beings for ever. Oh then ! beware of permit-
ting the objections of the caviller to prejudice you
agi‘mst its excellence, or cheek its woral inflo-
enceupon your own lieart, Study it more, and
practise it more; and it will rise before your mind
ina more glorious magmficence, and proclaim its
Author s plainly to the eye of taith, as this mate-
rial universe that surrounds us proclawmsg lus God-
hiead to the eye of reason,
N. M.

THE RISE OF THE PAPAL IIERARCHY, BY THE REV. ROBERT
LEE, MINISTER OF CAMPSIE, SCOTLAND,
From the Church of S:otland Magazine.
{Continued from paye 181.)

CHAP. IV
Pretexts of Succession from the Apostles.

125. The ambition of the clergy was doubtiless the
<hief primary cause of the rise of the papal hierar-
chy. The hidtory of the Popes presents one continu-
ed iftustration of this great ruling principle, by which,
since the first century, the Roman bishups bave,
almost without exception, bren actuated.

In the potitical events with which a former chap-
ter was occupied, the Popes appeared in general as
secondary agents, as turningto theirown advantage
resolutions over which they had little or no coutrol.
Ia the transactions now 1o be enumerated, the ponitis
were under no constraint, and these, therefore, atiord
a less fallacicus index to the motives by which they
were influenced.

126. As their succession from the apostle Peter was
wery early a favourite topic with the pontils, which
they advanced successively as the ground, fiest, of the
superiority, then of the supremacy, and lastly, of the
wfallibility of their see, it will be necessary, be-
fure proceeding to the proper subject of this chapter,
to examiue the validily of an argument of which so
wuch use has been made.

197. That St. Peter was at Rome, andthat, together

‘with St. Paul, he preached the gospel, and suffered

martyrdom in the mperial city, arc affirmed by tra-
ditwn alone, unsupported by any historical evidence
Not anly so, the story is loaded with circumstances
manifesily fabulous,* which, notwithstanding are
supported by the same traditivnal authority as the
ministry of Peter in the capital.

128. To the silence of ancient writers may be
added that of the New Testament, Iuthe Actsof the

* The story of the destryction of Simon Magus by Peter, is
probahly founded on o fact related by Suctonius, Vit. Ner.c
31l of & person who was killed plingto fly inp of
the empezor,
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Apostles, Peteris said to have visited Samatia, Lydia,
Jup pa, Cusavia, Antioch, Corinth, Babylon, but of
his presence i flone no wention 1s made. ‘This s
the negative evidence against the fact 1 question ;
what ay be called the positive, arises (rom the
sulence of Paul onthe subject, when occasions of in-
troducing it prescied themselves.  From Rowe, the
apistie of the Gentiles addsessed letters to the Galas
tians, tu the Ephesians, to the Philippians, to the
Culossians, 1o ‘Limothy, and to Plulewon.  In such
amuhiplicity of cortespondence, it 1y incuneeivable
that, if Peter were at Itume no uveecaston should oceur
ol mentioning a person so celebrated in the church;
and parucalatly, that Paul should it to send his
siatutation t those churehes to which his own letters
were addressed.

That Peter was not in Rome when the Epistle to
the Collosians was written, appears demonstrably,
frum the following passage, 1n which, atter the enu-
meration of * "Lychicus, Onesimuy, Aristarchus, and
Justus,” there follows this express declaration :—
*“These alone ave my fellow-workers uito the King-
dom of God, who have been a comtort unto me,”

129, The same tradition on which the ministry of
Peter at Rome is founded, asserts that the two apos-
tles already wentioned, were hound in the same
prison, and together sufleied the pains of marnyrdom.
&n Paul’s second Epistle to ‘T'imothy, however, writs
ten, as himselt’ assures us, when * the time of his
departure was athaml,” it s stated that, “at bis first
answer no man stood by him,” but that, ** all men
forsoolk him ;% and, in the same chapter, he inforins
Tunothy, that “aid the brethren did salute him,”
namely, Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, and Claudia,” The
omission of Peter in a list containing olt the prin-
cipal Christians then at Rowe, proves that that apos-
tle was not there.

130 Fhe only seriptural argument, which the Ro-
manists Lave been able to ofter in oppousition to those
now adduced, arises lromn a conjeclure by some of the
fatiers, that ** Babylon,” in 1 [JchI v. 13, is intended
o denote the Romtan city, other ancient wrilers, it
may be objected, mterior to the former neither in
namber nor authority, suppose, that by Babvlon the
apostle meant Jerusalem, the scene ot our Lord’s sufs
ferings and death.

But both of these opinions depend wholly on cons
ljccture, there being not the least reason lo imagine,
Ithat in a didactic letter, the apostle would contound
lits readers by cmpoying the name of one city to
signity another.  The ancient Babylon, too, not only
existed at the periud in question, but was a place of
constderable importance, and contained multitudes of
Jews.  In whatever degree, therefore, itis probable
that Peter, to whom the apostleship of the ¢ircum-
cision was peculiarly entrusted, should resort toa
city, in which the greatest nuaber of his dispersed
countrymen was 1o be found, in the same degree it is
prubable, that the letter under discussion wa. written
from that place.

A cousiderable city of Egypt called also Babylon,
existed at the time of which we are speaking, and
trom 1t the apostle might send his Sccond General
Episile.

131. If, finally, St. Peter were really in Rome, or
suffered martyrdom there, these events must have
happened posierior to the perivd embraced by the
Beok of Acts, and to the writing of St. Paul’s epis-
ded); and if so, Peter could neither be the founder,
o'l one of the founders of ihe Romijsh Church.
“Y132. But should we concede the pomt in disnute,
-;. Colos. iv. 11,

{72 Tim, iv. 6,
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it will not follow as a consequence, that Peter was
the Bishop of Ilome, vinch lexs that the popes derived
from him the supreme authority, to which they atter-
wards laid claim.

Toa bishop is committed the care of one particular
flock. ‘The commussivn, on the contrary, with which
our Lord intrusted his disciples was *Go through-
out all the world,” * Cunvert all nations,” * Preuch
the gospel to every creature.” 1t any, therefote, to
ahom this command was ad lressed, should undertake
& fixed charge he would, by the act, forteitthe charac-
ter and office of an aposile.  ** T'o suppose that one
who had received this express comnission, as the
last orders from the mouth of his master, should be
confined to the charge ol a particular flock, is to sup-
pose him either volumarily to resign his important
commission, or to bedeprived of it,and thus to under-
80 a real degradation. ~ For besides the difference in
respect of cxtent between tle two commissions, the
department of an apostle is chiefly among infidedls,
whom he is commanded ‘(o convert,” matheteuein
the department ot abishop is chiefly among believers,
whom he is appointed didaskein, **to teach."*

133. That Peter could nut be bishop of Rome, may
be evipced from the Epmstle to the Galatans,t in
ahich heis termed * ll\c Apostle of the circumei-
sion,” in contradistinction to Paul, who was pre-
eminently intrusted with the conversion of the Gen-
tiles, It is inconceivable, therefore, that, appointed
‘o endeavour the sulvation of “ his brethren according
tothe flesh,” Peter should undertake the fixed super-
intendence of a church, composed almost entircly of
converts from heathenism,

134, Irenzus in the sceond cemtury, Ruffinus,
Epiphanius, Eusebius, in the fourth, and the apostiolic
constitutions, referred to the beginning of the filth
century, concur in s'ating that foth Peter and Paul
were founders of the Roman chureh, and that Linus
was ordained by them as -first bishop. At the end of
the fourth century, therefore, though both the abuve
mentioned apostles were regarded as founders ot the
«church at Rome, netther was believed to have been
Jts bishop.

135. The argument founded on the application of
the epithet, ** apostolie,” to the see, and ot * pope”
to the bishop of Rowne, is confuted by the fact, that
during the first three cenwrnies, these terms were
unappropriated. All the churclies planted by the
apostles were, for that reason, denvminated * uposto-
dieal ; and papa or father, was common, perhaps to
all bistiops, certainly to aif metropolitans and patri-
arche. ‘The titlesas well as the power, which had
.originally been vested in many, were, by successive
encroachments, finally engrossed by the Ponufs.

136. The opinion which we are endeavouring to
xefute, seems to have arisen from an inaccurate ap-
plication of the word * bishop.” The same hislo-
.rians, among others Epiphanius and Eusebius, who
assert, that “Linus first exercised at Rome the
episcopal office,” with which ke was intrusted during
their life-time by Peter and Paul, terin these apostles
also «* bishops of the church of Rome.” Recourse
must be had, therefore, to one of the wwo following
suppositions; either there was a plurality of bishops
inthe Romish church, or though Linus was the fixed
,overseer, the apostles Peter and Paul exercised, while
in the city, a general inspection over those who by
,#heir means had been brought toa knowledge of the

\ .

. ee s t
This suppositiou is confirmed by the New TcHa-
ment, and is consistent with the office of an apo;‘ F
—— ‘("G

¢ Campb. Lect. xii,

¥ Cb.iL. 7. & seq. i
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The “advocates of the hicrarchy will feel equaily
disinclined to admit either ajiernative. The former
would subverttheir whole systemn, By the latter 1t
appears, that the apo«tles took the same interest in
the spiritual prosperity of the church of Rome, as
their letters testify they entertained for all the Chris-
1an societies which they planted.

137. The same arguments, it may be added, by
which it is attempicd to be shown that Peter was
bishop of Rume, would prove himto have heen bishap
of atner churches, particularly of that of Antioch.

138. “Bu,” it will be objected, '‘if James was
bishop of Jerusalem why might not Peter e bisho
of Rome?” If the premises were certain, the possi-
bility of the fact for which Papists contend, and not
the eertuinty of it would be established. But that
James the Just, bishap of Jerusalem, was an apostle,
is by no means ascertained, The contrary was held
by Eusebius, Hegesippus, Epiphanius, Jerome, Gre-
gory of Nysse, Chrysostom and others, all of ‘whomn
considered the individual in question to be one of the
seventy disciples.  \When the premises are determin-
ed, we shall, without hedtiation, admit the conclusion,
which, however, will be found allogether insuffi.
cient lor determining the question at issue.

139. We have endeavoured to show that Peter was
nesther a dishop, nor the bishop of Rome; but even
conceding these points, it were not dilicult to refute
the clauns which the popes have tounded upon theie
supposed suecession to that apostle.

‘T'hat Peter was honoured to be the president of the
apostolie college, appears evidently fromn the epithet—
protes, apghed to hun by Matthew,

That this title did not refer to the time of his con.
version 1s rendered certamn by the fact, that Andrew
was called betore hitn, and that it has no reference to
the order in which the names are enumerated, ap-
pears from the word itself, which is not proton, but
protus, an epithet, * the first.”

The same is also apparent from the language em.
ployed by Luke inthe Actsol the Apostles, *Peter
and the eleven,” ¢ Peter and the restof the apostles,”
“ Peter with the rest,” are expressions which appear
to indicate that, on suae ground or other, this apostle
was considered the first of his order. This honoyr
was doubriless conterred as a reward for the import-
ant confession first made by him.

140, The observations formerly appliedto the rela.
tive dignity of bishop and preshyier in the early
church, may, without impropriety, be cransfecred o
the case now F:fore us. Peter was * the first” of
the aposiles; but peither in diguity nor authority
superior tothem; though the first he was one of the
order.

To prove that no power was possessed by Peter,
with whichthe other apostles wére not equally in-
vested, it may not be improper to instance the very
words from which the popes, by a speices 6f reason-
g, the singularity of which has ‘been equalled only
by its success—have deduced their possession of all
power, in heaven and on earth. “ Thou art Peter,”
saul our Lord, * and upon this rock I will huild mye
church,” &c. But Paul informs the saints at Ephe-
sus, that ey were “built on the foundation of the
apustlest in general.

141. The power of Jinding and loosing, whateyer
meaning we attach to these words, was first confer-
red on Peter; but our Lord shortly after addressed
the following fangnageto af/the disciples:—* What-
soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound an

* Math, xvi. 18,

t Eph, il.20,
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::av‘m; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall

P [00sed in* heaven:” and the power so arrogantly
aimed by the popes, is thus expressly delegated {0

re the aposties: ¢ Whose soever sins ye remittney are
Mitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain
€Y are retained.”t

00}1112' As the apostleship, it may be added, was in-
to Municable, so no person could claim, on the
i und of succession, the privileges or powers which
&n?towed? He only was an apostle who had been
eith Yy Christ himself to preach the Gospel, nor eonld
€r the character or the office be iransferred or
®Seend 10 others. So that, could the Romanists de-.
Onstrate both the supremacy of Peter, and his es-
not l}?hmem as bishop of Rome, their argu ment wn.ul‘d
ta) ave advanced a step, as no power, either spiri-
Po Or temporal, would in consequence accrue (o the
Pes.
'e143 The superiority to which the Roman bishops
Ty early a.pired, and to which by dexterous man-
!h:mem ofa forgu'nate concurrence of circumstances,
fo Y at )ast attained, was arrozated and accounted
T at different periods, on very different grounds.
ting the first four centuries, it is notorious, the
ln:'i‘{(:i‘ltes of the Roman see, recurred to the dignity
Fese Imporiance of the city, to the imperial edicts and
wu;lpts, and to the decrees of councils—particular-
0se of the obscure council of Sardica.
14

Yotice, Their succession from Peter bezan first to be
¢

ed by the popes shortly before the accession of
‘h°nStantine to the government of the empire; but
fe: Peculiar privileges which it wax supposed to con-
ang "ere allogether unknown till the fifth century,
illd Were gradually increased in number, and ampli-
“ed in extent, during many succeeding ages.

In his Jetter to Cyprian, Stephen First commeats on
the dignity of his see, and his succession from St
Epeler, but founds no definite claim on either. The
enious argument, which contributed so powerfully
““only to rear, but, during many ages, to supporl,
%9 hierarchy, was first seriously urged by Innocent.
?le Gulness which the popes had shown in arriving
»ixﬁ‘,his important discovery was amply compensated
Y the zeal with which they employed it afier it was
we' The authority which before they willingly
'kul:l"«d to the emperors and Councils, was now
niy ly demanded as the gift of heaven. They natu-
lh'e’ ceased to allege. the wealth of their see, and
,im’fpk'ndour of the capital, as the grounds of supe-
iy Yy When they could evince a positive warrant,

h::egh Peter, from the great Founder of Christianity
'mll‘. What, before, men might attack as im-
% T or inconvenient, was now raised above such

- Y the sublimity of a divine appointment and

x'e:;“:‘mpl the demolition of an edifice so reared,
T8 T to fight against God.”

The power moreover, which had rested on the

: ‘iel‘lam foundation of rescripts and decrees, might,
'€ removal of them, fall to the gronnd. - No such

Tow, ity eould attach to the Papal dominion, when

a ju‘."d}S_t:overed to stand,on the iminutable basis of

dwmum.

l’e‘]i‘g’ The kind and degree of power, also confer-
of %7 the rescriptsof the emperors, and the decrees
e—x“nclls, were perfectly ascertained. It would,
shoy, S‘mple. havp required no common mgenuity to
ed o al the “liberty of jndging bishops,” bestow-
Tight ofe papal chair by Valentinian, incladed the
the | dqusmg kings; orthat a “supetiority as to,
1ghts of the apostolic see, and an equality ©s to

> Math, ryi;
 don gy 1
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the* ministry®
forgive sins.

There was, on the contrary no species or extent of
power which the divine right might not easily include.
Ap unlimited jurisdiction in heaven, in earth, and
under the earth, was conferred by the custody of the
keys which could with equal facility unlock the gates
of’ paradise and of purgatory.

146. The ancient mode, however, of asserting the
superiority of the Roman see, was not relinquished
immediately on the discovery of another and a more
eflective method. Time was required, during which
the new argument might acquire weight, if not by
its intrinsic validity, at least by the effeet of continual
reiteration.  Zosimus, accordingly, the sucecessor of
Innocent, deigned to imitale fermer popes, in found-
ing his right of interference with other churches, on
the vulgar grounds of decrees, rescripts, and his resi-
dence in the capiral,

147. Bat the necessity of fa change in the grounds
on which the popes should raise their see to a supre-
macy in the church, became, afier the commence-
ment of the fifth century, every day more apparent,
“ The city of Constantinople was now supetior in
dignily to that of Rome. It was the sole imperial
city in the whole chrisiian world, and Rome only
the metropolis of a small kingdom; the kingdom of
Lialy. The councils hudall founded the pre eminence,
honours, and privileges, granted by them 10 the see
of Rome, on the dignity of the city, and the regard
and respect that were due to the metropolis, and seat
of the empire. That foundation wus not withdrawn,
and Gelasius did not know but as two cecumenical
councils, of Constantinople and Chalcedon, had
placed the rival see next in dignity to that of Rome,
athird might upon the same principle, raise il above
the see of Rome, as it had been already raised above
that of Alexandria and Antiveh. To prevent this,
and lay a new foundation that could not be removed,
and at the same time might support the primacy,
whatever became ol the eity; he, Pope Gelasius,
enacted a decree, boldly decliring, as it all records
had been destroyed, and men knew nothing of what
happencd but a few years before, that ““ it was not to
auy councils, or the deercesof any, that the Roman
Catholic and Apostolic Church owed her primacy,
butto the words of oor Saviour, “Thou art Peter,
&ec. aud thereby building the church upon himn as
upon a rozk, that nothing could shake; thai the Ro-
man church, not having spot or wrinkle, was conse-
craled wbove all other churches, by the presence, as
well as the death, and martyrdom, and glorious tri-
umph of the two chicf aposiles, Peter and Piul, who
suffered at Rome, uider Nero, not at different, as
the heretics say, but at the same time and on the same
day ; and that the Roman church is the first clureh,
because founded by the first + Apostle,” &e

This event, one of the most audacious in the his-
tory of the hierarchy, happened in the conclusion of
the fitth century.

14R. When first the claimof suceession from Peter
was set up, the persons themselves by whom it was
made did not prob:bly foresee ils consequences.
The only purpose which Innocent appears to have
had in view, was to refer the power he fhen possessed,
not to those sources from which it was undoubtedly
derived, buttoadivine right. Buttheplea which would
jnstity the dezrie of superiority alveady atained,
mizht be cquadly urged forthe purpose of arrogating
and jusiifying any greater degree  The imporiant
ay vantage Which he conferred upon the successors

i

comprehended an absolute power to

* The words of a letter addressed by an Italian synod to
Gratian, A, D, 275,
{ Buw. Hist, of Popes, vol ii, p. 233,
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himself of and St. Peter, was far {rom being (ully
understood eithier by Innocent himsel(, or byany who
immediafely foilowed him.

149, Thatin the times of Gregory the Great, than
whom none of the Popes laboured more dilizently for
the aggrandisement of lus see, not even an ecelesias-
tical supremacy had been deduced from the divine
right, appears incontrovertibly from the declaration
of that prelate himself who denounces as * anti-
christ,” “whoever should assume the title of - uni-
versal bishop.” This designanon 1t is well-known,
was, shortly aftcrwards, conferred on the puntifls,
and justified by the never-failing argumentof their
suceession from Peter.

150 Their encroachments on the authority, not
only of their own order, but on that of the civil
magistrate, were doubtless prompted by the unbaund-
ed ambition of those aspiring churchmen, for the
exercise of which, the taial ignorance and consequent
credulity of the times afforded ample scope; and the
scriptural arguenent, * Thou art Peter.” &c,, quoted
on all occaston by the favourers of the hierarchy,
served as a convenient pretext, under which their
usurpations were atempied to be concealed.

The plea was perhaps considered by 2 great majo-
rity of the popes, as a sott of pious fraud, which,
though it had eo foundation, yetsubserved the land-
able purpos: of blinding the laiiy, and of exalting
the cﬂurch; and that ““ the end sanciifies the means,”
probably passed frum a principle acted upen, rather
than avowed, into a speculative dogma 1n the Rotnish
communion.

To proceed further on thic subject were to repeat
what has bzen already said. ‘I'he argument now
spoken of became gradually more popular, till it
sanctioned all the measures which it swited the inter-
est of the pojes 10 pursue, or the crimes they felt dis-

sed to commit  Under its ample authority, they
f:oeed sabjects from their allegiance to their law{ul
sovereigas, deposed kings, pardoned sing, and finally
sold indulgences for crimes, which, to the honour of
human natare, are almost unknown, and could sug-
gest themselves only to the impure imagination of a
Romish casuist.

IR JAMES GRARAM'S OTINIONS OX SCRIPTURAL
EDUCATION.

(FYom In<ugural Address an being installed Lord
Reclor of the Universily of Glasgo.)

It t be nezessary to stimulate you to the
constant study of the classics, Who, with a pure
mind and good understanding, has tasted this plea-
sure, and is willing to renounce it This admis.
sion, nnt to the learning only of the great men of
antiquity, butto the inmost recesses of their thoughts,
this paricipation in their noble sentiments, thisknow-
ledge of their heroic decds, this conimunion, as fit
were, with their struggles for freedom, theic love of
glory, their passion for the arty, their taste in poctry,
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their matchless cloquence, all this is & continual feast,
which never cloys ; on the contrary, as age advances,
the appetite for it is more keen, the relish of it more
refined.  T'he knowledge of theclassics is the know-
ledge of the nobiest sentiments the human mind can
conceive, conveyed in the purest language the human
tongue can uiter.  Thas is the parpetual fountam of
pure water, the * Fons Blandusiwe splendidior vitro,”
from which I would advise yuu constantly to draw
—this is the sced-plot for every garland which tuste
may cull for the chaste ornament of the brightest
verse, or most impassioned cloguence—

¢« Juvat integros accedere fontes
Atgue haurire; juvatque noves excerpere flores,
Insiznemque meo caputi petere inde coronam,”

Yet you may be the most profound mathematician,
the most accomphisked scholar, you may pessess all
knowledge, you may be blessed with the finest under-
standing; but all this availeth you nothing, if you
gain the whole world, and lose your own soul.
Learning, if it be not based on true religion, is worth-
less and unsound ; it isthe compass without its pola-
vity, the watch without its regulator, the steum-engine
without its safety-valve. I have ever cordially cin-
Lraced the beautful declaration with which Junus
concludes his letiers:—

“I am grateful to the Supreme Being who hag
given me this reasoning faculty, whatever itis : and
[ hold wysclf proportionably indebied to hum from
whose enlightened understanding another ray of
knowledge is communicatrd to mine; but neither
should I think the most exalted faculties of the human
nund a gift worthy of the Denty, nor any assistance
mn the culiivation of them a subject of gratitude tor
my fellow-creatures, if I were not convinced that
really to improve the understanding, corrects and en-
larges the heast,”™ -

God himself has provided the means for this happy
end; you may improve the understanding, and, at
the same time, correct the heart; but without the uss
of the appointed means the end cannot be attained.
Yon are just beginning to look forth on this dreary
world you are about to enter.  Think what it woulld
bs, not carth but hell, if unbridled license were given
to the dark passions of the human heart ; if lust, and
malice, and latced, and selfishness, reigned trium-
phant, without the balauce of the compensating vir-
wmes; yey, these evil affections have taken such root
in our natwre, that nothing but the hope of an eternal
reward, nothing but the fear of an cternat punishment,
can bring them into subjection. I have used the ex-
pression, true rehigion; we are ascustomed often 10
ask, in a hight and casy manncr, * and what istruth?”
But it was not unul Paul reasoned of nightuousncss,
temperance, and judgment to come, that Felix trem-
bled. Evan so now, we hear the truths of God's
Word unmoved and unreformed; but we tremble at
his judgments, and anticipate with awe the terrors of

of his vengeance. Whicre, then, is the saving dac-
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trine to be found which can enlighten our understand-
ing, and amend our corrupted nature ?

Search the Scriptuses, and you will find itin every
page—search the Scripuares, which alone are able to
make you wise unto salvation,

Doubtless, in this search, you will find many things
hard to Le understaod ; but these things were wiitten,
not so much for our learning s fur our edificauun,
since we must approach diviue truth with the sun-
plicity of childien ; we inust crucify the pride of -
tellect as well as the corrupt affections, and submit
even the understauding itself to the perfuct law of
God.

In thus searching the Scriptures, learning is uscful
10 overcome the difficulty of the dead languages in
which they are written; reason is useful to weigh the
evidence of the authemicity of the Divine Record;
but the purity of the text, and the authentzeity of the
Holy Writ, once established on evidence, which no
candid ind can resist, fuith, bumble wplictt faith,
alone is nceessary to cmbrace the blessed doctrines
therein contained.

The grand fundamental declsration is set forth by
our Lord himself with remarkable brevity—* ‘Thy
Word is truth.”  Mauke but this declaration in hon-
est sincerity, with a pious and heart-felt conviction,
punfying your thoughis, your tempers, your conver
sation, and your manners, and yours 1s the promise
of clerual Wfe; for, inthe context, we are assured
shet “this is life cternal to knew thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent ?

It is aranark, 1 thick, made by Bishop Warbur-
ton——$¢ that of the immense iutellectual system dis-
closed in the Bible, un extremely small portion lies
within our rcach; the infinitely Jarger part resides
near the source of light itsclf, whose effulgence le-
comes darkiness 10 the dazzled cye of the impozent
intruder,”

Yet, what a cloud of witnesses can I bring befors
you, of men pre-cminent in their day, and searching
in their philosophy, who rejoiced to testify their belier
inthe divine dispensation.  The time would fail me
3t I enumcrated them; but I canno: negleet to bring
before you some striking examples,

I will begin with Bacon, at once the pride and the
shame of poor human natsre; a god-like genius, de-
based by gnawing avarice and restlesz amlution ; as
Sie himself said of another, ¢ scientin tanguaim angelis
alaws: cupiditatibus, tanquam serpens, qui  humi
septat:” the author of the Novum Organum; the
improver, if not the inventor, of that power of in-
duction, which cnlarged the bounds of human know-
ledge, which reasons up to fiest principles and geacral
laws, and down to just consequences and practical
results: “ ascendendo ad axiomata, descendendo ad
opera,”*—a sirict cuquirer by uature, fond of demon-
stration, and delighting to bring truih itselfl to the
test of experiment. Now, mark his observation -
~—*It isthic fool alone wiho lath said i his hean:
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there is no God ;”  and he remaiks—* 1t is not said
the fool hath thought in his heat; hie rather saith it
by 10te to himself as that he would have, than that
he can thoroughty Lelieve it, or Ue persuuded of w”
Again, he says—* None deny there is a God, but
those fuor wliom it waheth, thut there were no God.”
And, again— Man, when he resteth, and assureth
mmsolf on the Divine protection and favour, gather-
eth o force and faith which haman uature o wself
cannot obtain,  Thcrefore, as athersm 1s 1 all res-
pects hateful, so especially m this, that it demiveth
lusn nature of the means to exalt itsclf above
Luman frailty.”

Shall I speak to you of Newton, who discovered
the law on which the harmony of the spheres depends,
who pushed the extrente boundary of luman Know-
ledge 10 the confines of the dvine, and wlho pene-
trated farther than the human eye had ever reached
into the counsels of the wost high? Yot he too
scarched the.Scriptures; he commented upon them ;
and, by his example, he has taught the philosophic
waorld to belicve and tremble.

Need I remind you of Locke, the great guide in
the conductof the human uiderstanding, the most
acute logician, the most profound philosopier T When
asked, in a letter, by Mre. King—* What is the surest
way to ubain a true knowledge of the Christiun te-
ligion?”  NMr. Locke replies—« I have a short and
plsin  answer to your question.  Study the Holy
Secriptures, especially the New Testament ; therein
are contained the words of eternal life. It has God
for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without
any mixture of crror, for its matter.” A noble testi-
mony, worthy of bring remembered by every ono
who would give an account of the hope that is in
him{

Hlerschel, in our own day, no unworthy follower
of Bacon and of New:on, in his beautiful discourse
on the study of Nutural Philosophy, wherein he
illustrates the powrr of wduction over trutly, has de-
clared that ¢~ the character of the true philosopher is
to hope all thinga wot impossible, and to Lelieve all
things not unreasonabic;” and lic adds this assarance
in favour of veveluion—* Sourd philosophy does
not teach men to doubt the innnortality of the soul, or
to scoff at vevealed religion.  Revelation places the
existence and  principle aitnbutes of the Deity on
such grounds as to render doubt absurd, and utheism
ridicutous,

Nor can I forget our own Chalmers, once the pride
of Glasgew, now the ornament and Lulwack of the
sister University, who, rising to the neight of tlus
gieat argunent, has assated clerual Providence, and
proved, in the stoblest strain, al * thic keavens de-
clare the glory of God, aud the fauzman showeth
his handy-woik.?

I Liave called to your recollection some of the great-
est of mankind, who Were truc and sincere believers,
{ caunut omit to mention a remakable testimony
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borne to the danger of living without God in the
world, by the worst man at the woist moment of the
Freach Revolution.

Tn that blood-stained scene of horror and of crime,
thie iinpious attempt had been made to eanlt Reason on
the altar of the Most 1igh, and to dethione the King
of kings, ond the Lord of loids,  Laobespuerre,
whot no vice disgusted, and no crime appalled, saw
at once the madness of the praject of reducing a
great people to the sink of atheism.  Ife reasoned
againstit; the idea of an all-powerful Being, who
watches over innocence oppressed, and is the avenger
of wickedness triumphant, is so popular, us he termed
it, 80 congeniul to the feelings and the wants of the
poor and the unfortunate, alus! the great majority of
mankind, that opposition to it might be expected
from the rich and the criminal—not from the honest
and the destitute In his own words he exclaimed
~—48i Dicu n'existait pas, il faudrait Vinvanter;"—
if we had no Ged, wemust have made one.

Benot deceived ; there is nothing saivile or degra-
ding in the refoimed religion which we profess; on
the contrary, to humble human reason, but to clevate
humun nature, is the wotk of genuine picty and of
sound philosophy ; to exalt human pride, and to de-
base buman nature, is the low aim of unbelicf—the
sud eflect of vicwus scepticism.

It is the religion of freedom; where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liverty 5 liberty of conscience;
right of indsvidual judgment; freedomof will; free-
dom of reading and interpreting the Senptures, tunit-
ed always by conformaty with the articles of fauh,
and regutated and  contsolled by the supreme govern-
ing uathority of the Churchito which webelong; and
as to civil rights, 1 will use the magnificent words of
an Euglish Prelate, in which even a Scoitish Cove-
nanter might rejoice:—* There is a grandear and
elevation of mind, a sublimity of sentinient, a consci-
ous dignity of nature, redeemed at so great a price,
which true eoligion keeps slive, which holy Seriptase
dictates, und which the Spirit of the Lord inspires,
that il be pushing us on to the attainment and pre-
_s‘ﬁm of thosz civil rights which we arc taught,

“by rcason, ta know are ous, and of all that we pos-
sess, are most izdispensable to haman happiness.”

1t is thercligion of reeson. "W agh now we sec
through a glass darkly, though wumy things be hid.
den from our view ; * though truth, no more than s
Divine Author, can sk to the level of our ignorance,
yet we, by the proper caltivation of our reason, may
risz to truth, may reach its suluimest heiglts, its place
nzar the footstoul of the Almighty.”

It is the religion of hope. the balm of hurt minds,
the conforter indeath; it has the promise of e life
which now is, aud of that which isto come.

It is the religion of peace. I [ could for a mo-
ment doubt its divine origin, I should be convinced
by this single precept, which breathes an air fron?
Heaven :—* Beye kind oncto another, tender-hearted,
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forgiving one another, as God for Christ's sake hath
forgiven you.”

It is thereligion of your forcfathers.  The question
isnot, shall it now be established 4 but having been
esiablished, shall it now be overthrown ?

Where am [ addiessing yon ? In Glasgow, which
oueshed by the preaching of thewards  Whom am
[addressing? - “The youth of Scotland ; the descer-
danis of those pions and gallant men who sought
emancipation from Popery, und found it in the desery;
who worshipped on the mountain top and under the
canopy of heaven—iegarding home, and kindred, and
property, and life itself as worthless, compured with
the hape of establishing, in their native land, the pure
teligion which their hearts embraced.  The youth of
Scatland, the immediate offspring of more happy
parents, who, inheriting the religion thus established,
hawve cultivated thcir Jand in peace, and by the exer-
cise of the domestic and sociul virtues—the sure and
caitain finits of that religion—have converted this
island, which was a bowling wilderness, into a plea-
sant garden.

* But thisis a day of durkness and of gloominess,
of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning
spread on the mountains.”

A dim cclipse disastrous twilight sheds
O'er half the nations, and with feur of change
Perplexes monarchs.”

Men’s hearts arve fuiling them for fear, and for looking
after those things which arc coming on our land.  Buz
in the midst of danger and of doubt, of chinnge ang
of uncestainty, I bid you take vour stand on the Rock
of Ages, and be true 1o the Church of your fore-
fathers.

LETTEBR ON SOME TOINTS CONNRCTED WITH THE
RELIGIOUS TRAINNG OF CHILDREN,

BY A PARENT.

CHrISTIAN PARENTS,—

The most interesting and
endearing relation in pature is that of parent and
cluld ; and to be without the affection proper to the
relation, is one of the charactenstics given by the
Apostle Paul, of the very lowest state of woral
degradation.  Cluldren are a sacred trust, com-
untted to parents by God—imimortal souls to be
teained up to glonfy Ihm in the present life, and
10 enjuy n his presence and communion hereafter,
the highest privileges aund the greatest blessing:
which can be enjoyed by creatares. And are not
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the consequences of the neglect of this duty, |f"« san utter the words which express them ; and this
rightly brought before the mind, suflicient to Hfirst hegmping of edneation, the most important in
appal every nouh'rcnt porent 2 Yet, alas, by how the \\'hok, process, from the advantage of early
few parcots comparativelyis tins respmx\xbnlm'hnh, preparing and accnpying the soul, x|eu-s>:\r\ly de-
and how few, in consequence, faithiully perform volves upon parents and guardians of the infant
the dutics to which it cails thewm ! Anditis especi- ' years, The mother of a fanuly, especially, from
ally one of the besetting sins of this country tiat bemg most exclusively oceupied, and most con-
so little control and superintendence is exercised :lmLh' present, with the youthiul members of the
by pareuts over their children, and so little is, humh, has most intluence aud vpportumty for pro-
done to forward cither their intellcctual or religi- mutm'r this carly teaumng of the heart.  Observa-
ous education  We find that thuse who, on innm- | ton '\nd inntation are the prinaipal faculties deve-
gm[mg to the country complam loll("\' at first (,f lu,’)(.ll i c!nldrul and but very few weeks clnpse
the want of schools and of churches, too seonfall| "hefure these are m active operation, The great
into the prevailing apathy and inditlerence. Nor, 0“.;\01, therefure, of the parent ought to be to
are the causes which afford but 100 plausible excu. ! rdirect them into proper chanuels, l‘or instance,
ses for the neglect of the duty very difficult to dlb-f” a chld find 1ts wnportumiy and its tears
cuver. Ininany cases the hardships and privations -tlways yiclded to, and its wishes indulyged, it
of a new settler are great.  The whole labour of ! Wil soon Jearn to know its power; and thos &
himself and fanily is oftenrequired to secure even ,Spirit of self-will and of seltindulgence will be
the necessaries of hife ; and after the work of the !tostered and gradually watured, while by an
day, both parent and child feel averse from 1|,exoppo~ilc line of conduct the habit of seif-com-
task of communicating and receiving instraction ;;wand and sclf’ denial may be engendered. If
the habit of md;ﬁlgrcm,c grows upon them, m,(,'p.xrcnts are careless shout adiering to the truth,
when circumstances afierwards might enable them ' or in tuifilling their promises to their children,
to spare the time, and schools may affard the op- jeven in regard to the most triling matters, it can-
portunity, they have become less uble to appreci-; ot be expected that they should consider as im-
ate the value of education, and are conscquently  portant what theysee thus practically despised; but
more indisposed to exert themselves 1 affording (they will naturally mmtate the example. The
it to their childrew, or to sacrifice cither their tune idea of property 1s very saon formed in the minds
or their profits for an object wiich they see so,of children 5 they very soonbegin to regard thew
generally disregarded by the community around | (toys mthe h"-ll. of a possession, and thus by jndi-
them. DBut eventhe worldly advantagesof a guud Crous management on the one hand, principles of

education—and I include in this, not merely intel-
lectual education, but the moral training and reli-
gious instruction of’ the young—are so great and
manifest that every possible sacritice ought to be
made to afford it; and, if thisought tobe donceven
from worldly considerations, how much greater
are the motives afforded from its conncction with
the spiritual and eternal iuterests of those who are
most near and dear to us by cvery tie of nature
and of duty! Much as the advautages of’ moral
and religious, as well asintellectual, edueation
may depend upon the aid of other teaciiers, the
amost  sacred, the most imjportant daties of an in-
structor ust devolve upon parests and guardians.
The education of a child may be said to com-
mence atthe veryecarliest perind at which it begius
to observe or imitate the confuct of those arvamd
it. Long before it acquires the power of spcech
may the seeds of moral principle be sown i the
mind. If the good sced be not sown, noxious
weeds, which it will cost much trouble afterwards
to eradicate, will take its place. Principles ot
truth, of lhonesty, of justice, of gencrosity, ot
kindness, may be infuscd long before the tongue

honesty, of justiee, of generesity, may be implant-
ed, or by injudicious conduct on the other, a disrc-
gard of these virtues may be allowed to spring up
to the fostering of the opposite vices. By these
examples it will be seen how important a part of
education may be accomphshed by the parents,
especiadly by the mother of a family, even belore
a child acquires the power of receiving instruction
in words 3 and a child will understand much of
what way be said to ity even before it canatself
speak.  Whal an important trust is thus commit-
ted to parents and guardians, which cannot other-
wise be fuliilled! In place of scekwng to rid
themselves of' the charge of their cmtdren, and de-
valve it as much as possible upon servants, how
ought they to feel bound to study the duties of
their office, and carefully and zcalously to fulfil
them—1to leave so mmportant a duty as little as
possible to athers, aad to feel and to assume all
its responsibihity ! It s ablessed dispensation of
God that this most momentous part of cducation
which can best be fulfiled by a parent, requires no
extent of mental acquircment, aud may be per-
formed under auy circumstances. It requires
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merely a heart under the direction of gond princi-
ples, affection, and zeal for the welfare of the
child, and discernment and steadiness of” purpose
inall the intercourse wluch takes place between the
parent and child, and a cace that the conduct of the
former towards the lattershould be such ax to teach
good principles by affording good exampie. The
duty of the parent in Vns respect may be fulfilled
by all who are heartily imterested in the object, Tt
requires no additional time, it requires no peculia
faculty of communicating knowledge, it requires
no more than a strict observance of principle in
ull the transactions of life which may cowme under
the observation of the child, that it may be led to
the formution of similar habits,

Theimportance of this early culture may be ex-
emplificd by what is often exhibited in this coun-
try inthe cultivation of the carth. The infant
mind may be comnpared to the soil just cleared of
the original forest. Productive crops must be sown
at once before the noxious plants of which it con-
tains the seeds have ume to vegetate ; otherwise
an after-growih, not merely uscless but hurtful
springs up, whichis not only with diffienlty cradi-
cated afterwards, but leaves the soil vitiated and
‘exhausted.  Let e impress this, therefure, upon
parents who think that children can learn nothing,
Be assured that cven at the carly age referred to
they may learn much that may afterwards prove of
infinite importance, and that much trouble, wuch
grief may be saved to the parent in future, by
attending to this advice—to occupy while it is yet
free and unencumbered by evil, the tendeacy to
which lies dormant there, the soil of the youthful
mind with seeds of good things to come. The
early instilling of gaod principles gives the best
earnest of 2 harvest of good. Aad this part of
cducation, early begun, must be steadily carried on
and persevered in. As the mind opens and expands,
uew exertions will be required to occupy it with
what is good, to cultivate what hath been sowa,
and to weed out and destroy the evil that, notwith.
standing every care and uttention, will at times
epring up ; and the great defect in education as
far as regards the instithng of hubits and of prin.
ciples is, that the woik is not begun early enough.
We allow the ground to be pre-uccupicd with evil.
Itis sstonishing how soon the mind, ift properly
directed, will begin to apprehend and acquize the
habit of cxercising good or cvil prinaiples, and
how soon the hmpressions of piety and reli-
gion may be made upon it, Some children have
a greater forwardness and nutusal capability than
others ; but far more than is generally believed
depends upon the curly exertions and endeavours
of the parent. Iow soon do we find the mfaut
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eye directed in wonder and admiration to the mild
clear lustre of the unclouded moon, and the infant
iland pointed with delight to the sivery stars
shining from the blue expange of heaven, and how
casy to impress the mind with the conviction that
a great though unscen power made and directs all
these glorions works ! How appropriute the ris-
ing of the sun amid a gushing flood of purple
light, or his setting amid a crimson canopy of
clouds, to instil the principle ot worship, and the
expression ol gratitude and love to Lin who or-
dained for our benelit both the day and the night,
and who thus gives evidence of s superintend-
ing and cver watchful providence und supreme
power ¢ YWhen first the childish step wanders
through the garden, or strays along the flowery
meadows, every painted blossom, every glittering
msect, is an ohject of delight, and may be wmadea
vehicle of instruction and improvement, evulencing
alike the power und the goadness of the beneficent
Creator; and o a child trained to regard universal
uuture in this light us an emanation from a great
and good Being who ordains and orders all for the
goud and happmess of the creatures hie has made,
and who is thus habituated to regard him as the
Author of all our joys, how easy is it to exhibit
the ingrattude and guilt of man in disobedience !
Disobedicuce to parents, the irst und almost only
sin of vur catly years, comesto be regacded in
its true light as sin against the all-good and
all-secing God.  ‘I'he conviction of sin once es-
tablished, it is an easy task to unfold to the well
disciplined, though tender and impressible heart,
the great and wondrous love of the gospel scheme,
Can the impressions of a heavenly Father's
merey towards his dcluded, ungrateful, rebellious
creatures, be made deeper than in the heart where
filial love glows? Can the sacrifice of God
ta sending his Son to sullfering and to death, and
thiclove of the Son in submitting to these on behalf
of gmliy and helpless sinners, be unpressed on
minds more likely to receive and profit by them?
Itisa very common error to suppose that such
vicws are not suited to the tender years and uuex-
ercised understandings of children ; but we have
a warrant for endeavouring to impress them upon
such in the command of our Lord, “Suffer litle
children to come unto we, aud forbid them not, for
of such is the kingdom of heaven;” and the expe-
sience of these who have been conversant with
the instruction of the youthful mind, shows how
deeply, and how savingly the impressions of divine
trath may be made upon it. I have heard it
stated, in regard to a Sabbath-school admirably
conducted by = most zealous and devoted teacher
and servant of the Lord in my native land, by one
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advanced in the knowledge and experience of the
truth—aund I hiuve myself felt fully the torce of the
remark—that he never visited that school without
afeeling of’ decp humilety at his own comparative
jgnorance, and his own comparative deficiency in
the practical experience of religtous truth, Where
the lieart 1s as yet unhardened by evil, nusophist.
cated by the world, and where the affections are
ardent, sincere awd generous, are not the truths
that God so loved the world that he sent his only
begotten,his beloved Son,to save perishing sinners
by enduring the punishment consequent upon ther
transgressons, amd that Christ willingly took
upon him this benevolent ofiice, and suffered and
died tha  he might reconcile us to God through
his blood, and restore us to happiness, most likely

to beappreltended and appreciated? At alleventsa
foundation of such views ani impressions will be
favourable for the ercction of the christian fabric,
and to its stability. Parents have the bestopportu.
nity of iustilling such views ; and surely this con-
sideration ought to be a stimulus to them to pre-
pare themselves for fulfilling this duty in the
most effectual manner. Mutual regard and aflection
render the task of theteacher and of the tanght more
pleasing and efficacious. Instruction is communi

cated with greatet freedom and plunness, and re-
ceived with greater willingness ; the task becomes
& pleasure to both frein the influence of mutual
Jove ; and how can the time or the intelligence of
a parent be better employed than in iplanting
and fostering the sceds of carly piety in their off-
spring, or what object of greater interest to the
well conditioned mind can be conceived ? It s in.
deed the most appropriate and the most import.
ant occupation of the parent.  Yet how httleare
the obligations to the duty felt! To devolve
the task on mercenary teachers can never relieve
them from the charge. The parent may indeed,
from ignorance and from immmoral character,
be unfit for his office. In such cases it may
be fortunate for the child that the chargeis devolv-
ed upon persons better qualified. Yet ought it
ever to be impressed upon the minds of parents
that they arc responsible to God for the duties
incuinbent on them in the parental relation. In
presenting their children at the baptismal font,
they have confessed the ties of nature and the
obligations of thewr christian calling ; they have
dedicsted their offspring to God through the
Saviour, and have vowed to use their utmost exer-
tions and endeavonrs by His grace, to train them
up in the nurture and admenttion of the Lord
And does the parent delight to behold aud foster
the increasing staturey the growing intelligence,
and ripening affections of his child, and shall l:e
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uot moure sensibly rejoice to witness and promote
his moral  and spintnal progress 2 Can any
strange teacher uufold the lessons of gospel
Knowledge and gospel piety with tie same effect
as a parent T From whose tips will theyflow with
s0 appropriate and so powertul an applicaiion?
Can any task be more pleasing to the nund,
unbued with the doctrine and spirit of chnistianity,
thanto rehearse and exhibit to so beloved a charge,
the wondrous lustory of God's dealings with
our relelhous race, to watch the varied interest
which beaws 1n the countenance while he relates
how Adam, the friend of God, walked in the en-
joyment of the privileges of’ an carthly paradise,
ull disubedience amd sin wrought death and alt
his woe—how God, notwithstanding, procluwmerd
a covenamt of mercy—how wicked Cum, filed
with envy at the reward of tns brother's niglteouns-
ness, rmsed s murderous hand aganst b, and
wandered a fumuve and a vagabond, uuder the
reproach of conscience, and the curse of God—
itow the wickedness off man mereased upon the
cazth till it calied duwa the wrath of God in almost
universul destruction, preserving the family of
the nghteous Noah amul the waters of the flood,
that he smght fulfil ks covenant and his promise
to generations yet to come—how Joseph, sold into
hondage, becamne the dehwverer of his brethren
and his aged father from the famine—how their
postenty became bondmen in Egypt, and were
rescued by Moses, the heaven-preserved and
licaven-ingpired dehverer of his nation—of the
wanderings and sufienings, the rebellions and re-
pentance of the people in their journcy through
the wilderness, and their arvival after forty years
of hardslup and struggle in the promised land—
of Samuel and Damel, the Shepherd King, and
Solomon the powerful and the wise—of the
building of the temple—of the rebellion against
God of the people,and of their heing sent captiveto
Babylon—of the prophets foretelling the glori-
ous oppearance of the Messiah and his eternal
reign—of the fulfillment of this event—of the
Saviour’s lowly birth—of his humble state—of his
beng amid all bis work and labour of love, de-
spised and rejected of men, a wan of sorrows and
acquainted with grief—of his betrayal, hisagony,
his death upon the cross, his undying love,
his resurrcetion from the dead, and his ascension
to glory, where he ever lives at the nght hand of
the Majesty on high, the Mediator between God
and his offending creatares, our Advocate and In-
tercessor with the Father.—All these form sub-
jects of pleasing instruction, of warm interest,
and of profitable knowledge to the youthful wind;
by the very interest which they excite, planting
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more deeply the roots of principle, and fostering and [means of education are so diffused, 50 open to all,
nourishing the sceds of piety and virtue.  And the that scope is given to the developement of talents
impression is mutnal ¢ the warm and ardent feel--and of piety in the most obscure and humble
ings of'the child often give I and vigour to thosetrank ? How many who have been regarded us the
of his instructory ns a person will never feel the ‘arnamets of learning, who have filled the most
puwer of the truth more cticetuaily hunsell than pramment and uscful stations in the chureh of
when he feels that e successfully impresses 1 Chnst have had no  other advantage than a
upon the mind of another ; expeenlly where in-!,mc..g‘s fostesing care, and the teaching of a
terest in the object of' lusinstructions dictates and  Purish or Sabbath School, united with their own
animates his ctlorts. ardent diligence, excited by the prmciples and
But while the duty and ldours of the parent wotives instilled into their uunds by early admon.
are paramount, other means are not to be disre- Uon and example ! And let me, my friends, excite
gurded.  For seconding aud carrying forward the. you by the hope that vour chuldren mny be honour-
work begun by them  schools are established, od and useful, to devote yourselves, inas far as
and teachers appointed, who by the entire and ex- [Sour circumstances and eapacity will permit,to the
clusive devotion of thewr tune and thew acquire- trithiul fultilment of your baptismal vows to train
ments to this object, cau effect for many pupids 'up your children in tie knowledge and fear of the
what some pareits would not do, what uany are Lord, as giving the best guarantee and assurance
unable to do, and what many who, though both ;that they will not depart from them. Knowledge
able and willing, could not, frum other avucations and good prineiples, drawn frow and founded tpon
and engagements overtake and accomplish,  Phe,/0-d's word, will be by his grace the surest defence
advantages of intellectual education, as 1 belure j”"lh“ youthful mind against the snares of an evil
s1id, are great. e who denies Lis child these, heartand anungodly world, and the firmest ground
denies him a fuir start in the race of life which 't efcourag wient and hope throughout all ther
he will scarcely afterwards mahe up ; aud no lecos jartlly pilgrunage ; and above all, it will prove
does he deny him a fuir start in the purswt of  their bust preparation for that cternal and un.
moral excellence.  For intelleetunl attaminents, :ch.lugc«blu slate ot bewg, which after the lapse
though they may be frequently abused, will always o a fuw sliort years, at most, must open upon
insure, where rightly emloyed, a lugher standard | them.
of moral attainment, and a larger capacity of | As an important auxiliary to the exertions of
usefuluess. The more sound knowledge that a "parents, Sabbath-schools for the instraction of
man possesses the firmer wall be his prmciples, ithe young in the knowledge of divine things, have
the more secure and steadfust the foundation of(bccn very advaniageously empioyed. But let it
his faith and lope, the more cflectually wiil he ever be remembered by parents, that the respoust-
secure the respect and regurd of men, and the bility is not thus taken off' themselves—that Sab-
more eflicient, will be his means of promoting the [batheschioul instruction is rather designed to aud
great object of glonfying his Saviour in advanc-'and carry furward, than to supersede, parental
ing the cause of his gospel, sud promuting the jinstruction aud dizcipline.  Let 1t be wopressed
best interests of his fellow-men. As the best jupon the minds ¥ the teachers 1o such mstitutions
inheritance which a man can leave to his children jthat they vught inas far as possible to fill the
isa good name, so the best gift which he can be- jplace of the parent both in the objects, and in the
stow upon his cinldren, is a good education ; by jmanties, of instruction.  Their Jabours must be
which I mean the mieans of acquiring knowledge |dictated by devotion to the cause of Chnst,
and the principles to improve it.  Mere intelec- |2 desire to promoie s glory by zeal for the sal-
tual education without rehigious principle, careful. | vation of souls, and an anxious wish to be instru.
ly inculcated aud firmly rooted, may be a curse jmental in raising up aveed among their, as it were,
rather than a blessing., While it leads to the adopred children, to serve the Lord, They must
height of worldly eminence it may lead to the jexcreise the love, the gentleness, the anthonty of
ruin of the soul, by putting away in pride the [+ parent, in order to be successtul, aud they wust
only source of true wisdum which can sme the jrcek to mamfust in their own temper and conduct
soul.  But where intellectual acquirement ishe holy ulicacy of the ductrmes and precepts
united with the spirit of’ piety, man nses to the | which they nculeate, They will find their re-
noblest eminence of his condition—tie highest | vard intle counsciousiess of talents and advanta-
point of religious attainment, the highest sphere |2os dedicated to the cause of the Saviour, and to
of moral usefulness. Ard isit not the privilege Jthic best interests of their fellow creatures,
and the boast of the land of our birth, that the Dundus, Junc 2 1th, 1359.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SXETCH oF THE

BIOCRAPIICAL SRETCH OF TIE LATE REV,

RODERT HaLL, A, M.
(From the Scottish Christian Herald,)

Turs distinguished individual, ane of the biightes:
ornaments of his age and country, was born at Arns
by, a small village n the neighbourhand of Leicester
His father, who was pastor of a small Bapist conzre.
gation, is well known as the author of the “Help to
Zion's ‘Pravellers,” a work swhich has been i held
in high esteem among Christians of all denominations
Robert, who was the youngest of fourteen chibdren,
was, fromn his ctuldhood of a tender and deliente con-
stitution; so much so indeed, that it was scareely et~
pected he would reach maturity. At a very early
period he began to exhibit proofs of an active and ar-
dent mind, As saonas he had acquired the ability
to spenk, he was incessantly asking questions, anx-
ious to understand every ohject around hmn.  The
first part of his education, which was received under
the care of the village school-mistress, seems to have
excited in him an extraordinary thivst for knowledge.
In summer, afierthe school-hours wercover, he would
steal into the grave yard, where, in fact, by means of
the inscriptions on the tomb-stones, us nurse had
taught him to read, and there lying upon the grass,
would pore over his books until the shudes of evemng
compelled him to return home. At the age of six, he
was placed at & school under the charge of a Mr
Simmons of Wigston, a village about fuur nules from
Arnsby.  While there, Robert seems not merely to
have prosecuted his regular studies with diligence,
but to have spent his leisure hours in reading,  And
the books which hie selected for perasal, werse not such
as merely amuse and interest the mind, but such as
require deep and serious thonght,  The woiks of

Jonathan Edwaids he pacticulacly esteemed, and was |
accustomed to peruse themr with the greatest vehish. |

Bishop Butley’s “Analugy™ also be read wuh the most
intense delight,

found and sulnle metapliysicinns, a taste viuch con-
tinued through life.

When he bad reached his cleventh year, My, Sin-
mons with a conscientiousness and candour troly re-
markable, confessed to Mr. Hall, that he was quite
unable to keep peace with his pupil, declaring that he
had been often obliged to sit up all night 1o prepare
the lessons for the morning, a practice he could no
longer continue, and must therefore, relinquish his fu-
vourite scholar.  Itis gratifying to vemark, however,
that along with this rapid advancement in knowledge
and intellectual power, Robert displayed also a grow-
ing velish for sviritual and divine things. In thes
circumstances, his father was anxious to devote hiwm
to the sacred office ; but the delicate health of the son,
and the scanty income of the father seemed to be al
most insuperable obstacles in the way of an object so
desirable. Mr. Hall, therefore took, his son to Ket-
tering, that he might avail himself of the advice of
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an influential friend, Mr. Beeby Wallis.  The inter-
view terminated in the choice of a suitable boarding
school, but Mr, Wallis, struck with the sickly ap-
pearance of the boy, requested his father to allow himn
‘to remain with himn for a few wecks, that he might
have the henefit of a change of nir.  While residing
there, Robeet was often requested to display his pow-
ors of oratovy before an auditory invited (o witness
he exlibition.  The young orator frequently advert-
ed in after Hife to the injary reculting from such an in-
jrdicons practies,  “NMr Wallis,” said he, “was one
whom every body laved.  IHe belonged to a family
in which protity, candourand benevolence, constituted
the general likencss; but canerive, Siy, if you can,the
eetegious impropricty of setting a boy at eleven, to
preach to a company of grave gentlemen, full half of
whom were wigs. [ never call the circumstance to
mind, without grief at the vamty it inspired ; nor
when I tlink of such mistakes of 3ood men, am 1 in-
clined to question the correctness of Baxter’s lanzuage,
strong as it s, where he says, ‘Nor should men turn
preachers as the river Nilus Lreeds frogs, (saith He-
vrodaing,) when one-half raoveth before the other is
made, and while it is yet but plain mud!'”

After having spent & few weeks at Kettering, Ro-
bert was placed by his father, ns a boarder at the
schoo' of the Rev. John Ryland, in the neighbouring
town of Nurthampton. Here he remained for & year
and a-half, during which he made great progress in
nis kno vledge of the ancient classics, and in the va.
rious departme-nts of clementary science.  Afler stu-
dying for some time under Lis father’s cars, Robert,
now in his fifteenth year, was sent to the Bristol {n-
stitution, where young men in conncction with the
Baptists, were trained for the nunisterial office. In

Tlws carly did the mind of Roberty
Hall evince ataste fur the wrnings of the most pro-|

Uns academy, he maderapid progress in the study of
theolagy, but he anpears to Lave estunated 1ntellectu.
al attnaents at perhaps too figh a value. And
Linee he was subjicted to a salwary  moruification.
1:ving been appuintsd to deliver an addeess in the
vrstry £ Bioadmead Clapel, founded on a passage of
Serspens, he siddenly pansed in the course of i, cova
cred his face with his hands, exclaiming, “Oh { I have
lost all my ideas,” and sut down abashed and con-
founded.  On the following week, the same sulyjees
was pieseribed to him, but his second failure was if
possible still more humiliating,  Ile rushed from the
vestry, and on  returning to his room, excluimed “ If
tins does not humble me, the devil must have me "
Such were the early efforts of oac, who, for nearly
half o contury, was held in the highest estimation as
one of the most distinguished preachers of the age.
While attending the Bristol Aeademy, he usually
spent the summer vacalion at Avashy, under his fa.
ther’s voof. It was an his return home in the summer
of 1780, that Mr. Hall resolved to examine his son,
with the view of setting him apar, if found qualifivd,
to the sacred office of a minister of the Gospel of
Christ.  Afraid lest his own partiality might warp

his judgment, he conducted the examinuion in the
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presence of the congregation over which he kimsel!
was pastor, and accordingly, having acquitted himself
to their entire satisfaction, Robert Iall was set apart
“by liting up theiv right hand and by prayer.”
Though thus nominated to the ministey of the Gospel
by his futher, and the congregation at Avnsby, he stilt
eontinued to pursue his studies at the Bristol Institu-
tion, and was at length appointed to King's College,
Aberdeen, on De. Ward’s foundation,  On his way
to the north, having received a letter of fntraduction,
he waited upon the late venerable Dr. E-skine of Edin.
burgh, by whom again he was supplicd with intro-
ductions to two distimguished ornaments of Marischal
College, Drs. Campbell and Beasttic. For many years
afterwards, Me. Hall used often to spesk of the kind-
ness shown Lim by Dr. Erskine on thatoceasion, and
of his own feclings when, on taking leave, “the venc-
rable man of God exhorted Inm to self-vigilance, kiss-
ed mm, laid his hand upon his head, blessing him,
end commending him to the care of the great Llead of
the Church.”

It was while attending College at Aberdeen, that
Me. Hall first beecane acquainted with the late Sir
James Mackintosh  They were fellow-students, and
thaugh in many points they did not comeide in sen-
timent, they were inseparalle companians.  “They
read together; they sat together at lecture, if possible ;
they walked together.”  They read the ancient clas-
sics together, and so well was theic intimacy known
to their fellow-siudents, that it was not urusual to
hear the remark made concerning them as they went
along,  There go Plato and Herodotus.”  Though
destined afterwids to mave in far different spheres,
these two distinguished individuals continued through
lifo to entertain towards cach other sentiments of the
atrongest esteem and respeet.  Sir Jamesaileged that
to his intercourse with My, Hall he could trace more
of his knowledge, in so far as princinles were con-
cerned, than to any ather guarter.  Mr. Fall, on the
other hand, declared agzain and again, that he consid-
ered his early friend as possessing an intellect more
snalogous to that of Bacon, than any person of mo-
dern times,

In 1783, while Mr. TIall was still pursuing his stu-
dies at Aberdeen, he reccived an invitation fiom the
Baptist congregation of Broadmead, Bristol, to be-
come assistant to Dr. Caleb Evans, their pastor. Tlus
snvitation he accepted, with the express understand-
ing, that while ke should reside at Bristo} during the
summcr, he should be permitted to finich his theologi-
eal caurse at College duving the winter. At icngth,
after having completed his studies, ke commenced his
pastoral duties at Broadmead, with every prospect of
extensive uscfulness.  Idis preaching was much ad-
mired. Crowds flocked to hear him, and many of
the most distinguished mien in Bristol, including sz-
veral clergymen, were his occasional hearers,  Amid
all this popularity, however, Me. IIall, as he often
used to remark at an after period, wasyet unacquaint-
ed with the grand peculiarities of the Gospet scheme.
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In his discourses he dwelt much on generalities, and
seldom, if ever, adverted 10 the cardinal doctrine of
justification by frce grace, or the equally important
truth, that we are renewed by the operation of the
Spirit of God. Nor wasit favourable to Mer. Hall’s
progress in the knowledge of the truth, that in thres
months after he settled in Bristol, he was appointed
classical tutor in the Bristo! Academy. This com.
bination of two offices in a young man of twenty-one
years of age, could nat fail to prove injurious in every
point of view, yet he endeavoured for five years to
discharge the dutics of hoth with conscicatiousness
and fidelity, The sentiments of the young pastor of
Broandmend, however, appcar at this time to hava
been characterized by atendency to free and daring
speculation, which betrayed a mind not duly exer-
cised in spiritual communion with his great Lord and
Master,’

At length, in 1783, a serious trial awaited Mr,
II.lt from n quarter the most unexpected. A misun—
derstanding unfortunaicly tock place between him and
his colleague, Dr, Evans. The congregation, of
course, split into two parti.s, cach becoming the par-
tizan of its fuvourite minister. For nearly two years
this dispute continued, and feeling his sitvation be-
coming every day more uncomfortable, not only from
the quarrel now referred to, but also from some al-
leged difference of opinion between him and his peo-
ple, as to the necessity of re-baptizing adults who had
been baptized in infancy, he came to the resolution of
relinquishing 2 charge which he could no longer re-
tain, cither with honour to himself, or advantage to
the congregation,

While matters were in this state of uncertainty
and suspense, an event occured, which in the course
of providence, opened up to Mr. Hall 2 new and ve-
vy imporant sphere of ministerial usefulness. Me,
Robinson, the pastor of the Baptist Church of Cam.
bridg~, who had adopted sentiments barderingon infic
delity, died suddenly while on a visit to Dr. Priest-
ley at Bivmingham.  From the heretical and semi-in-
fidel viewsinculcated upon them for a long time pre.
vious to Mr. Robinson’s death, the congregdtion at
Cambridge had unhappily imbibed a similar spirit.
In these ciccumstances, Mr, Hall, who had aiready
acquired a high reputation as a preacher, was invi.
ted to preach for one month, and afterwards for a long-
er term. At length, in July 1791, ke was invited to
take the pastoral charge, and veadily accepted. The
death of Mr. Hall's father, which aceurred about this
time, impressed his mind with feclings of peculiar so-
lemnity in entering upon his new charge. Often had
his affectionate parent urged him to avoid barren and
profitless specuiation, and the recollection of the pre.
cepts, as well as example of his now glorified father,
exerted a most salutary influence upon his mind.
At this period, particularly, he renounced his belicfin
materialism, which he often declared he “buried in
his father's grave.”
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His first sermon at Cambridge, was on the doctrine
of atonement, and its practical tendencies. Accus-
tomed as the congregation had been to the worse than
Socinian views of their late pastor, the subject select-
ed was one which could not fuil to give oftence to
many of the hearers.  * Immediately after the con-
clusion of the service,’ accordingly, * one of the
congregation, who hud followed poor Mr. Robinson
through all his changes of sentiment, went into the
vestry and said, ¢ Mr, Hull, this preaching won't do
for us; it wWill ouly suic a congregation of old women.’
¢Do you mean my sermon, Sir, or the doctrine ¥
¢ Your doctrine.’ Why is it that the doctrine is fit
only for old women? ‘Because it may suit the
musings of people tottering upon the brink of the
geave, and who are cagerly secking comfort.’ ¢« Thank
you, Sir, for your concession.  The doctrine will not
suit people of any age, unless it be true; and if n
be true, it isnot fitted for the old women alone, but is
equally important at cvery age.'

The winisterin! lubours of Mr. Hall, were becom-
ing every day more suceessful, and the people increus-
ing in attachmant to the evangelicatl trwh, when un-
fortunately he was dragged into keen political dis-
cussion. The French Revolution which occurred
about this time, threw the minds of ali classes of
society into the most intense anxiety, and Mr. Hull
was prevailed upon to take a prominent part, by the
puoblication of his well known “Apology fur the
Freedom of the Press.”  His political celebrity, how-
ever, soont led him to be classed by multitudes with
the adherents of Dr. Priestley, and, more especially,
as in the cowrse of his fivst pamphlet, he had pro-
nounced a warm eulogium upon thut nated individual.
And yet, whatever might be Mr. Hall’s personal re-
spect for Dr. Priestley, no two individuals could be
more opposed in religious sentiments.  For Socin-
iznism Mr. Iall had the uumost horror, and could
neser speukk of it but with cvident detestation,

In his pastoral duties, Mr. IHall was remaikably
exemplery. Forsome yearshe visited evesy member of
his Church ouce a quatter.  These were not calls but
visits, and paid usually in the evening, that he migiu
mecet the whole ossembled family.  Among the lower
classes, to make them quite at case, he would sit down
with them at supper, and iut this might javolve them
in no extra expense, he took care that they should ali
know that he preferred a basin of milkk.  In visiting
the poorer widows, it was his practice to carry tes
and sugar with him, taking especial care that there
should be more than was needed, and requesting per
mission to leave the remainder behind him. He
Ppersuaded the poorer members of his flock to form
little meetings, for reading, veligious conversation and
prayer, going from house to house, Thesc meetings
he himself srequently attended,

While thus exerting  himself for the benefit of his
people, Mr, Hall was anxiously secking also his own
improvement, e devoted six, and sometimes even
eight hours a-day to reading. The classics, both
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Greex and Roman, engaged his peculiar attention,
and his theoiogicul studies were conducted with the
utmost ardour and zeal.  About this time, he come
menced the study of the Hebrew langunge, which he
had neglected at College, and such was his assiduity
and diligence, that he scon beeame n thorough profis
cientin it 1his intellectual acquiremnmts, however,
hs did not permit to cntrench upon s devotional
habuis,  Iis discourses, on the contrary, eviaced a
growing seriousness and spirituality of thought and
lecting, His usefulaess and popularity rapidiy in-
creasad, and in 1793, it was found necessary to en-
large his place of worship, so as to acconunodate two
hundred more persons.

The usaal effect of his discourses, while at Cam-
bridge, is thus graphically described by his biogra-
pher, Dr. Gregory.  © From the commencement of his
discourse an almost bicathless silence prevasted, deeply
impiessive and solemmnizing from its singular intense.
ness.  Not a sound was heard but that ol the preach-
er's voice—scarcely an eye but was fixed upon hun—
not a countenance that he did not wate., and wead, and
interpret, as he surveyed them agam and agam, with
Lis rapid, ever-excwmisive glance. As he advanced
and increased 1 ammauwn, five or s1x of the audi
tors Would be seen to rise and lean forward over the
front of their pews, still heeping ther eyes upon him.
Some new or stking seulintent or exp.ession would,
in a few wminutes, cause vtliers to rise w ke manner;
shortly aficewards still sore, and so on, unuly long
befure the closz uf the scruton, 1 olicn happened that
a considerable portion of the congregation were seen
standing,—every eye directed to the preacher, yet now
and then for a moment glaneng tiomy one to anather,
thus transmiting and recprovating thought and  feel-
wg; M Hully humseif, though mamfestly absoibed
in bis subjeet, conscivus of the wile, 1ecciving new
animaton from what he thus witnessed, reilecting it
back upon those who were uirendy alive 10 the inspi-
ration, untat all that were suscepunle of thought and
cmotion, seemed wound up to the utmost limit of
elevation on carth,—iwhen be wouia close, and they
reluctanily aud sluwly resume thor sews”

In the beginng of the year 1799, Mr, Hall had
the “pleasure of' enjuying fur some tune, the society of
his old friend, Si Janwes Machintosh, and ulso the
celebraied Dr. Patr, budh of whom were o a visit at
Cambridge. It wasn the company of tue lutter, that
My, Hall acquired the habit of smoling, whieh so
mcereascd as at fength 1o become seterate,

About thus time, Mr. 1Iall, to counteract if possi-
bie, the prevauling iufideluy of the age, winch had
been nurtured by, if it did  pot origtnate in the
Prench Revolution, preached aud published lus cele-
Urated sermon “on lnfidiliy,” which soon raised
his character both as a profound thinier and an
clegant wiiter.  His place of worshup now becawo
Wie resort of multitudes eager to listen to the pulpit
wstructions of a man of such high cclebrity. Mauny
of the members of the Uaiversity wieie to be seen



216

mingling with the crowd, and men of all classes|

vied with one another in extolling his extraordinary
powers, bLoth as a pulpit orator and us an nuthor.
His fame in the lutter capacity received considi rable
enhancement, by ths publication of his sermon *“on
War,” and that entitled ¢ Ths sentiments proper to
the Present Crisis,” bothof which have always been
regarded os highly finished productions.

No sooner, however, had this extraordinary man
reached the summit of his fume, than in the inscruta-
ble arrangements of divine providence, he expericnced
one of the most distressing calamities which can af-
flict humanity—a tempovary derangement of wind.
During the grester part, nay, shinost the whole of lis
life, Mr. Flull had been subject to a severe pain in his
back, which often deprived him of rest, and depressed
his spirits, Thissore maludy increased to an alunn-
ing extent in the carly mouths ofthe year 1503, and
by the advice of his physician, he 100k a houseut Shel-
ford, a village about five miles from Cawbridze, The
change afforded a partial relief; but being deprived of
the usual cheerful society which thetown afforded, he
devoted much of his time to study. Tle effect of the
severe mental exertion, it is melancholy to think of.
His brilliant intellcct was for a time obscured; rea-
son recled, and he became insane. During this afflict-
ive dispensation, which lasted for nearly two months,
his congregation evinced their sympatly ina way most
creditable to themselves.  They set on oot a sub-
scription, which, with the aid of other friends, became
sufficient to produce, besides a life annuity of one hun-
dred pounds, a farther sum nearly equal, vested in
Government securitics, the latter to be at his own dis-
posul at death: cach sum being properly vested in
trustees,

After labouring for some months among his people
on his recovery to mental health and vigour, symp-
toms of the same disorder began to Show themseives
anew, but by the judicious care and attention of s
physicians, he completely regained tus former trarquil-
ity and composure of mind. It wus judged necessa-
vy, howeyer, that in present circumstances he should
yesign his cherge st Cambridge, and for a year at
least give himself up to the enjoyment of retirement
and ease, He accordingly tendered his resignation,
and quitted a sphere of excrtion in which he had been
singularly useful for filtecn yeurs.

In consequence of the two visitations of Divine Pro-
vidence to which we have just referred, Mr. Hall's
wmind appears to have become more than ever impress-
ed with a sense of his entire dependance upon God,
his habits were observed to Le wmore devotional, und
his exercises more fervent and more elevated  His
own decided persuasion in fuct was, that 1o the first of
these atiacks was to be referred the era of the com-
plete renewal of hus heart and affections.  Under this
persuasion, one of his first acts on regaining the full
balance of his mental powers was tvmake a solemn
dedication of himsclf to God—an act which he re-
newed every year on the recurrence of his birth-day.
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Afier spending some time in calm retirement and
occasional study, combined with frequent exercise, he
wrodnally 1egained his bodidy health and mental tran.
quility, so as to preach occastonally in the villages -
round lus residence in Leicestershire. At length ke
uccepted an invitation to become the stated pastor of
a small congregation assembling at a chapel in Flar
vey Lane, Leicester, formedy under the care of De,
Carcy, whose prasse is in ail the churches usa fiuthe
ful and devoted Missionary at Serampore.  “7The
people,” saud lie, in & letter to Dr. Ryland, *are a s
ple-hearted, affectionate, prayug people, to whom [
preach with more pleasure than 0 the more refined
audience ut Cambridge.” Awong this people he ta-
boured with great comfort and remarkable success fer
nearly twenty years.

Shortly afiec entering upon his charge at Leicester,
Me. Hall urited Liwself in marriage with a partncr
of whose piety, pruucnce, and affection, he was often
accustomed to speak in the highest terms. Amid hus
bodily weaknesses and frequent perplexities she sootii-
ed, comforted, and encouraged him. His exertions
not only among his own pcople, but in every good
work, were indefatigable; and it was pleasing to pes-
ceive that they were highly appreciated. Every new
woik which issued from his pen raised still ligher
his celcbrity as an author. Wherever he went to
preach, crowded congregations hung upon his lips,
Churchmen and Dissenters, men of all classes and of
all opinions, flocked tohcar one who was justly regard.
ed as a most accomphshed and elegant preucher.
Whether at Leicester, at Cambridge, at Bristol, or in
London, he was called to address overflowing congre-
gations, and commonly ofa very mixed character. In
the midst of this well merited popularity, the Faculty
of Marischal College, with a discrimination which
docs them the highest eredit, conferred upon him the
degree of Doctor of Divanity, in testimony of their
high admiration of his talems and character, He felt
much gratificd by this murk of their good opinion ; but
having u conscieatious objection to the title, he never
adopted it.

Mr. Tiall's public duties were numerous and heavy,
but ke never permitted them to infiinge upon his Lours
of private devotion.  About the year 1812 he com-
menced the practice of sctting upast one day ina
month for special prayer and fusting.  On these oceg-
sions he yetired into his study immediatcly after the
morning domestic worship, and remained there until
the evening.

The death of Dr. Ryland in 1825 led to Mr, Hall's
invitation to tuke the pastoral charge of the congrega-
tion at Broadmead, Bristol.  After some months spent
in anxious deliberation and prayer, he at length agreed
to accept it.  The scparation between him and his
people at Leicester, was deeply affecting. It occurred
on a Sacramental Sabbath. He went through the or-
dinary public duties of the day with great composure;
out at the Sacramental service his feelings completely

overcame him, He sat down, covered his face with
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his hands, and wept ; the people, sharing iw his distress,
weye also dissolved 1n tears.

Br. Hall wasn hus sixty-sccond year when he re-
moved to Bristol, the scene of s enrhiest, and des-
tined also to be the scence of s last, ministeiial labours
During the few yeurs of lus resdence there, the con.
gregation rapudly ucreased, und e felt himself sw-
younded with every comfort.  His happiness was al-
g0 not a little promoted by the society of his distin-
guished fricnd, Mre. John Iosier, in whose pow-
erful nind be felt u kindred sympathy,  Dut amid oll
his outward enjoyments, Me, Lall sull sutfeved from
the complaint in his back, waich bad been his constant
compamon through hfe, T'o this, as he advanced in
years, was superadded a fiequent spasmodic affcction
of the chest.  For a time he sought relicfn a change
of scene and cessation froin labour; but the favourable
symptoms wers of shiort duration.  Vhe disease made
rapd inroads on lus consttution, and it soon became
but too appareut that lus end was approaching. ‘L'bic
patoxyms of pain i the chest becime more frequent,
as well as more severe, But lus fuith and confidence
in the divine promises werc unshuken, His mind was
At perfect peace, trusting in the Lord.

The account of the closing scene of this great and
good man, 1s thus given by his medical attendant.

“¢In avery shott time, and before I had reached
home, I was summoned to behold the last agonizing
scene of this great and extiaordinary man. Flis dif
ficulty of breathing had suddenly increased to a dread-
fu) and final paroxysm. It seems the lust paioxysm
came on more grudually than was usual with those that
preceded.  Mr, Elall finding his breathing becoming
much worse, first rose more on his elbow, then raised
his body, suppoiting himsclf wi h his hand, ull the in-
creasing agitation obiiged him to rise completely on
the sofa, and to place his feet in hot water—the usual
means he resorted to for relief in every paroxysm.
Mrs. Hall, observing a fixution of his eyes, and an
unusual expression on his countenance, and indeed in
his whole manner, became alarmed by the sudden
impression that he was dying ; and excinimed in great
agutation, *T'his can’t be dying ! when hereplied, ‘I
is death—it is death—death! Oh the sufferings ofthis
bodyt Mrs. Hall then asking him, ‘But are you com-
fortable in your mind? hie immediately unswered, Ve
ry comfortable—very comfortable:® and exclaimed,
‘Come,Lord Jesus—~Come . He then hesitated,as
if incapable of bringing out the tast word; and one of
his daughters, involuntaiily as it were, anticipated
him by saying, ‘Quickly '’ on which her depasting
father gave her & Jook cxpressive of the most compla-
cent delight,

“*On entering his room, I found him sitting on
the sofa, surrounded by his lamenting family; with
one foot in the hot water, and the other spasmodical-
Iy grasping the edge of the bath; his frame waving
1 violent, almost convulsive heavings, sufficiently in-
dicative of the process of dissolution. I hacened,
though desparingly, to administer such stimulants as
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might possibly avert the threatening termination of
life: und us 1sat by his side for this purpose he threw
his arin over wy shouldars for support, with a look
of evident satisfuction that I was near lnm,  He sid
w e, 1w dying. death i3 come ut last: all will
uow be uselrss.”  As I press.d upon him draughts of
stimdians, he utimated hat e woull take thew i€ L
wished 5 but he believed all was usceless. On miy ask-
w bim i€ he sultired much, he cephied, *Drecadfully.’
The vapidly nercasing gasping svon overpow@ied his
ability to swallow, or to speak, cxeept in monosylin-
bles, fw in sumber, which 1 could not collect; but,
whatever might be the degree of his suffering,(and great
it must have been,) there was o fuilure of his men-
tal vigour or composure,  Indeed, so peifect was his
consciousuess, that in the midss of these lnst agonies,
he mtimated to me very shoutly before the close, with
his accustomed courtevusness, u fea fest hie should fa-
tigue me by bhis piessure; and when his family, one
afier another, guve way in despar, he fullowed them
with sympathizing looks, as they were obliged to be
conveyed from the roont.  This was his last volun.
tary movement ; for hamediately, a general convule
sion scized him, and he quickly expired.””

It is unnecessary to dwell upon the character of one
who so long held a very high place in the estinauon
of the Clwistion community in England.  lis nama
is hallowed 1n the remembrance of maultitudes ; and
whether we view him us a man, o scholar, a Chnistian,
or a minister of the Gospel, we feel ourselves ectutled
10 say, that few men have earncd a prouder, a moro
honourable, or more enduring reputation, than Robers
Hadl, ’

1OW OUGHT THE CLRRGY RESKRVE QUESTION
TO BE SHITLED?
BY DR. JOHN RAR, OF HAMILTON.

We need not tell our readers that the subject
of this article is one wiich,if wecan worthily treat
of'ity is deserving of all their attention. It 18 one
of too engrossing tmportance,it too sensibly affects,
it too lurgely atfects all who bave made this pro-
vince their home—more thau this, perhaps it is too
universally felt so to do,to need any such preface.
We would fain hope that we shall be able so 1o
treat of it, as to carry along with us the great ma-
jority of our readers of that church, whieh, planted
in these transatlantic regions by our brethren, we
have clung to and endeavoured to uphold—so too
to treat of it as to satisfy such of our readers as
are not of our communion that we aim at nothing
but. what is consistent with the well-being of Cana-
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da, nothing but what is consistent with those
germs ot ficny, and liberal, and righteous principle,
which even uuder the darkness of the cloud that
lias overshadowed us, we have rejuiced to sce ri
sing into pramigent view amidst the workings oi
the passing storin, tothe present glory of the land,
and we trust in augury of its future prosperity,
While we thus speak, however, we are not by
any means inseusible to the difliculties which en-
viront the subject. It is one mdeed whicli has been
long present to our thoughts, one, tuo, to whicn
we huave given much consideration, which we

have viewed under al the aspects that change of

personal circumstances could mduce, and whick
has yet always scemed to us the same, But it is
one also that comes on us, beartng with it its ful)
share of thuse couthicting arguments " and opimons,
aud obstinate precouceptions, winch encamber
most practical questions of mnportance. It may
be said to be essenual to the nature of such ques.
tions to generate prejudices.
ten, the attention of mdividuals is first drawn to
themn by the practical experience of some actual
good or evil resuiting from the mode in which
they have been deterinined i the society to which
they belong. Such wdividual experiences gene-
rally stnke us more forcibly than whautever else
can be preseated to the intellect. They are pro-
bably the first things connccted with the subject
which have caught the attention. L'y are known
to be realities.  And thus, instead of being viewed
as anly single instances out of a mass of facts that
ought to be exanuned, compared and generalized,
they are held as prime truths. ‘They become the
centre round which the whole vpinions of the man
cluster—the common poiut of unon of his argu-
ments and reasouings, from which he issues to the
field of controversy, and to which, when pressed
by opposing instances and arguments, he retreats,
&8s to an impreguable fortress,from which no foree
of logic can ever have power to drive hitm. “T'his”
he says, “I have seen and felt,and canuot be in er-
ror about. lere you cannot shake me.” llc may
be brought to doubt whether it 1s that you really
wish dishonestly to deccive and lead him astray,
or whether you uce not yourself deceived ; or,
he may be even lud to admire the art und sceming
sliow of reason with wiich you support what he
estcems a fantastic hypothesis ; but to doubt of
hus own principles, to question the stability of the
patticular point on winch he has taken his stend—
that no more enters into his thoughts, thau it came
intothe conceptions of our sunple fathers to ima
gine thot the earth was other than a solid plane,
yound which sun, moon, and stars perfonmed their
appointed circuits.

In nine cases out of
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Hence it i3, from this tendency of mankind to
shut up their scnses to all but one sided views of
such questiong, that they come to us surrounded
by a multitude of contlicting sentiments, and so
encompassed by prejudices, thut the light of truth
with ditliculty penetrates to them, and is scarcely
everuble to show them to us under a perfectly
clear and cuchangimg aspect.  Hence it were vain,
m any such questions, tu expect perfect unammity
of sentiment.  ‘T'he most we can hope tor, isthe
concordance of a considerable majority. To this
extent do our hopes reach as to the assent to be
given by our readers to the opinion which we are
to place befure them on this question, Wetrast
that such of them as may entertain different
views, will not ot once start off from us; that
they will ponder our reasons, and, shouid our
general couclusions after all differ from theirs,
that they will consider whether or no the par-
ticular cases to be determined, are not to be
held excepiions to their general rules, while we,
perhaps, should hold the cases they bring forward,
us exceptions to our general rules. It so, it must
be adm:tted that the dispute is really not about
things, but sbout names ; and we shall have
hberty to apply what the one calls vules, awd
the other crceptions to rules, to the particular ca.
ses belore us.

Our convictions on this ubject are embraced un-
der the two following heads, Frrst, there ought in
these Proviuces to be a provision for the support
of religion.  Secondly, thereis a scheme devisable
or disposing of the funds already set apart for
this purpose, that ought to satisfy all parues.

L. ‘The former of these presents tself naturally
tous as the result of the more general principle,
that the state or community ought to provide for
the moral and religious instruction of its wembers,
‘This again is a prnciple wihich we hold directly
deducible, in the fiest istance, from what is ese
senually embodied in the very notion we have of
what we call a state. Let us see whether this
conclusion can be fairly drawn from the premises,
by considering first what a state is not, and se-
condly what it is,

In the first place then,it isapparent that we can-
anty by this term, mean to indicate any body of i,
dividual men. This is obvious, because, even win
we are speaking of a state, the chances to which
humanity is sabject have, in all probalility, chan-
ged the individuals composing it.  Death or ex-
patristion has taken some out of the community ;
soine have been born mto it or have come intoit
Jrom other communities. A twelve-month brings s
considerable alteration over the individuals whose
agency is promiuent in the conduct of affairs, In
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twelve years, oty at most, in twice twelve years, a
gociety is no longer recognizable by the sameness
of its members. A new race has arisen, the old
has passed away, or, il we sce some of them re
maining, time and fortune have so wrought on
them that they arc no longer the same wmesn,
Tempora ur et no’ in itiis,

What things then are recognized as the same?
We answer theinstitutions and manners of the pea-
ple, their modes and principles of action.  These
canstitute the real identity of nations They make
England, England, and France, France.

The sitile is an ancient one that likens the race
of men to the trees of the furest, I we conceive,
asis the fact, that each bud is an indwvidual—is ca
pable of separation from the parent stem—hes a
life and death of its own, and if we take us an in-
stance o tree from sone clime where there is no
&0 son of torpor or lifelessness, it will furnish a
good illustration of this notion ofa gtate, Therewe
sce on the same plant, buds and blossoms, fruits
andoff-dropping leaves—individval hfe initsstagos
of infancy, maturity, and old age—a continuity of
existence preserved thronghout the bhody though
theindividuals making it up arechanged. As years
hold on their conrse so the old pass away, the new
come on; but, thronghont, thoneh leaves, flowers
and fruit change, che treeis still the same. A similar
view meets the Nestor who contemplates the iden-
tity of nations through successive gencrations. Ie
secs amid rapid individual change and death, iden-
tity and continmty of existence rewnining; nay, as
it were growing out of theut.

The next question is, what is it, that uniting in-
dividuals into one body politic preserves that body,
and preserves in it that identity of manners, morals,
feelings, modes and principles of action, which
make up and preserve its dist'uctive character
and life.  We answer—the existence of re.
ciprocal obligations,the dischiarge of reciprocal du-
ties.

There is no member of any society or body poli-
tic, who is not under large obligations to that socie-
ty. He hasbeen indebted to it, from the first mo.
mentof hisexistence,for protectionfromthe wrongs
and injuries to which the selfish passions of Ins
fellow citizens,or the citizens of other states, might
have subjected him ; he is indebted to it for the
growth and propagation of the arts of civilized
life, and for the accumalation of capital—their re-
sulty the benefits arising from which each mem-
ber of the society pastakes ; be is indebted to it
also for the amount ot inteilectual, wmoral, and re-
higious instruction which he has received, Were
the directing and controlling force of the state to
cease, were its protecting power to come to an
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end, the reign of secority and order would termi.
nate, and a scene of anarchy and violence com-
weniee, in which neither life nor property would be
<afe, neither intellectualy moral or religious cul.
ture conld have place.

The olligations are mutual: as every citizen has
received benelits from the state, so every citizen
has duties to perforim to the state.  tle is bound to
obey its laws, to bear his share in supporting the
txpense of 1its various insututions, and, when oc.
casion requires, to penl life and fortune initsde-
tence, As each bud in a tree, in return for having
heen ted by the juices, and supported by the sub-
stance of the stack, on attmning maturity, and its
leavez unfulding, cluborates sts siare of the circu-
fating thuids,and fits them for making the sceretiong
necessary tor the growth and preservation of tho
plant, so every citizen, high and low, rich and poor,
13 called on to contribute Ins share to the pros.
perity and permanence of the commonwealth, To
the fulfillicent of this great duty there is no excep-
tion. It may be—in well reguluted communities it
often is—that be hives unconscious of the functions
he discharges; buty in allcommunties, every citizen
mactive hte, whether he revels in wealth, or that
the sweat, daily starting from his brow, day by
day, carns for him his daily bread, does in fact
contribute a share tor the support of'the state,

These reciprocal dutics and obligations must be
fultiled. lu 1s essential to the well-beng, to the
existenee itselfy, of every cominmnity, that they
be dischargzed.  In well regulated commauni-
ties, it often—indeed it generally—happens, that
they are so discharged ; that what we may call
the mere machinery of the state carries on the ne-
cessary processes without any prominent agency of
the individuals whose lot it is, for the time, to hold
the position either of governors or of the governe
ed, It is always either from some defect, or from
some sudden emergency, when the preconcerted
machinery failing, recourse of necessity is had to
the clementary principles of things, that the power
of'this principle is so tested, and its force felt, that
all men perceive and acknawledge its reality.—The
territory is invaded by a hostile army. Every
citizen becomes a soldier ; however little the pre-
ceding course of his lifemay have fitted him for
encountering the hardsinps and dangers of warfare,
he quus the comforts, breaks from the ties of
home, aud marches to the field ; and were lic to
refuse so to do, he wonld justly be esteemed guilty
of a crime, and worthy of the severest punishment,
Some foreign power, again, maltreats a citizen ;
forcibly, for instance, seizes on him within the
territory of the state, removes him to its own, and
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there arbitrarily deals with him. Ilis country is
onthe instant ready to take np arms in his behalf.
It sigmfies not what raank he has held; Lie may
have been of the lowest, he wmay have been
actual beggiry 5 but, no matter who or what e is,
heis a citizen, and thewhele state is pledged to
redress oravenyge lus wrongs,  Wera it to fail in
this—were it unhappily from internal or externni
weakness, to fail inns clear duty, the procedure
were not only disgrraceful, but alimost rumous ; the
state woild not oaly immediately lose caste among
othier states, not ouly externally would it siuk in
rank, but internally its strength would be dimin-
ished. The bouds of brotherhoad among its mem-
bers wonld be sensibly loosened.  Every man
wauld feel that lus own rights had been comnpro
mised—that he was no longer under the shelter,
he had conceived—that the state would give him
less, and that therefore he owed it less than he
had thought. A national war were preferable to
the degradation, disgrace and positive weakness
induced by such a procedure.

When we recur to such likeinstances, to instan-
ces in which states, in their actions, are bronght
before our view, asit were under a pracess of ex
pesiment, the fact that the state and the imbividual
are bound to one another by the strongest recipro
cal duties and obligations clearly appears to us.

Qur readers, we suspeet, will think wedwell too
Jong on truthsso plain that none wanld seek to con
trovert them. We doindeed, as we think,speuk only
of plain trathy, and of such only would we wish to
speak ; but, at the same time, they 2re truths of so
great moment, that, in what we say concerning
them, we had far rather be estecemed tedions than
felt to be obscure.  Yet must we take cale no
to insist on what is plain, to very weariness, It
will then be granted that the state dees not
consist of the given nuwmber of citizens at any
particular instent acting init.  These represent
itindeed, for the moment, but they do not make
itup. That which makes it up, is that from
which they themselves sprung, from which others
like themn are rising, and which when their ephe-
meral carthly existence is over, is, they trust, to
send forth numerous, nay, innumerablic successions
such as they—that great trunk, out of which they
have grown—that congregated mass of institu-
tions, capital, manners, morals, feclings, modes
and principles of action, that gave furm and life
to the tide of previous population, out of which
the individual existence of cach has procecded,
and thaugh of which, to the observer, it be now
the eye-meeting token, it is yet only in so far so,
sa the wave glancing ia the sun-beam before him,
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is of the accan from which it,with its fellows, has
“een uphcaved to rol) along for the moment on its
-urfiace, but within the depths of which it and they
re to be immediately re-absorbed.

When, then, the statesman, and by this term
we wonld now understand, each man whose voice
has a direeling power in the state,a term inour
emprre nearly equivalent to every reflecting mag
witiin it—wnen such a one traly seeks to diseo.
ver what,concerning any particular question,ought
10 be Ins conduct as an honest representative for
ihe time of all that is embodied in the vast mean.
wgs of the word country, we conceive we are
Justified in telling him that he cannot reasonably
hope to do so, if he set before him the immediate
benefit of himself and his compeers as the mark
at which he ought to aim. Ia adopting such a
<tandard, he confines himself to the mere surface
of things, and it thereYorein the affuirs on which
ue sits i judgment, he catch the true and ngh,
it 18 as it were by chance, and not from his view
compassing the real principles, forminyg thewm, and
dividing them from the false and pernicious.  For
it necessarily fullows from the very simplest 1dea
of what we term a state, that questions concern.
ing it do not hinge on what is to advantage the
present living and acting men ; but on what tends
1o produce successions of men, having all that s
possible of what we estcem good in and about
these, and divested of all that we esteem evil,

When one thinis he las fathomed the depths
of the question, and exhausted it, by considering
the immediate cffects of any determination of it
on the men of his particular period, he dexcives
hunsel!” in two ways.  Ile takes not into account
the tinngs that have produced these wen and al
that belongs to them, aud the effects which the
weasure he advocates would bave had on these
When asked, therefore, what would have
been the consequence had such a measure beea
mtroduced at some distant period—say two hun-
dred years ago—would we of this generation have
been the men we are—or, i€ it had changed uy,
how would it have changed us ? he is either ure
able to answer, or he answers at random, with-
out any recurrence to history, without any attempt
to trace ont effects to their causes. Again, he
deceives himself in not counsidering, that, inas.
much as it alters the coustitution of society, it
must alter the men, in after days to have being
in the society, and that until he has traced out
what would be the nature of the alterations it
would produce on the gencrations thus progres-
sively changing under its influcnce, he hes by
no mcans ascertained what really is in it @

things.
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good or evil.  Thus, let us suppose a society of
correct morals, industrious hatite, and prosperons
condition, in which the instances were exceeding~
Iy rare where men sought to get what they had
not carned, and where, secking to earn a return
for labour or capital,they were not disappointed, In
such a society the distresses of destitution and
poverty would be rare; but though rare they
would still exist; there wonld be individuals even
there, whom infirmity of body or mind, or dis-
case, or misforiune had brought to want. ‘Ihiese
indeed might not experience the extrene miseries
that in less happy conditions poverty brings with
it; for there would be hands ever ready o relieve
then,  Still they would be experienced. There
would beindividuals whose distresses no one knew;
even whose persons were unknown,  These would
silently have to endure the horrors of want, or to
feel the painful sensations occasioned by soliciting
charity—soliciting ciarity,it unght be,from strang-
ers. Even after these had been endured, they
might have been endured in vain, for application
might ignorantly be made to individuals, nearly
as poor as they who sought aid, There would
also be the injustice of an unegual burden impas-
ed. Insucha state of things, the very charitable
would sustain the whole load, those of less zeal-
ous benevolence would bear none of it.

Suppose now, that,in such a state of things,
some one were to propese a measure to the legis-
lature to end as he concerved all this suflering and
all this unfirness.  Suppose that he were to pro-
posc, that a small general tax should be levied,
guch as hiterally to meet the waats of all individu-
als whose meaus of hving had faled. He might
argue that thus what all acknowledged a duty,
would be discharged by all in common, and would
not press on indwiduals @ that thus it would e
effectually discharged, and that thus too the waste
of time and distress of mnd accasioned by going
abaut solicing assistance would be prevented. It
camot be said that such arguments might not
prevail. They might scem sound to the majurity ¢
and they would be sound, as concerned the men
at the moment existing in the socicty.  Their fal.
sity would Jie in their not taking into account the
wen to exist in after times, amd the conditions of
whose existence would be wodified by the very
measures under consideration.  We put not, as
our readers are douatless awnare, amerely hypo-
thetical case.  In the reign of Elizabeth, the Ba.
alish legislature came to such a conclusion, or
formally acknoswledged it had previonsly come to
. Hence the English poor laws. The evils can.
neeted with that systein of laws were not felt, or
wcrcaBot sensibly felt for a lengthened period ;
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bat, asis indeed the rature of such things, advanc-
ing with a velocity at first slow, but continually
accclerating, they have wathin this century spread
throughout the land, pressing heavily on the re-
sources of the state, and sensibly deteriorating
the character of the people. Many who lave
looked into these matters most closely, and are
best entitled to speak on them, afficin that the evils
resulting from these poor laws, are greater than
those that havebeen brought on thecountry by any
other cause. Thatthe whole force of Enrope,wicld-
edtor the ruin of the Istand by the greatest mintary
genius of modern times, produced not the mischief
that has arisen from wistaken legislation in this
watter. This view of the cenorumty of the evil
may or may not becorrect.  We believe it is per.
tectly correct ; but it is at least allowed on all
hands, that either by the original poor laws, or by
the ruies adopted in their munagement, a great
calanuty was brought on the nation, the mischiev-
ous consequences of which it will be, to say the
least, exceedingly difficult to cradicate.  An uniuni-
ted fund was established to succour misfortune ;
to ward off the dread of destitution from honest
industry ; it may be, to manifest the greatness of
a nation holding forth a louded table to its very
paupers : that find has been perverted to the pur~
pose of supplying the dewands of disselute prodi-
gality ; of snatching its just reward from toil-
wora industry ; of bumbling the moiety of a nolle
people to the posture, and, alas! to the feclings of
ont-worn begaars. It will also be allowed 1hat
this mowmentous error has urisen from the fallacy
we lave been endexvouring to puint out—fromthe
fallacy, of which they are guilty, who, holding the
office of statesmen and legislators for the penod,
luok merely at what is nyght for the existing men
of the period, und conceive that tns 1s of neceg-
sity goud fur the country ; not discerning the
confusion of terms, nor reflecting that, as 1hese
laws must produce 2 change i sociely—a change
m the generations conung atter theus, they are in
truth tegislating for an order of Unngs, winel, it
15 probable, wil! be very difterent from that around
them—{rom that which these luws are sunted to
operaie upoi,

Though many other instances press on our
windy o crrors ansing from this sonrce of fallacy,
the space we have accupred on this one, warus
us that it is the only one  winch the limns of the
patience ¢f our readers, and of our own pages,
will aliow us toadduce.

The next truth that we have held forth as very
evident is, that the great bond of commaonwealths
and individuals—the great cementing principhe,

uniting al! into onc whole, and connecting the men
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of the present with the men of-the most distant
agesy past_and to come, cousists m anexisting
seeiprocity of duties between the state and the
existing generation. It is on this, we conceive,
that the sounduess or unsoundness of any legista-
tive measure mainly depenis, and by it that us
fitness is to be tested, rather than by any rash as-
sumption that what may be good for the existing
men of the weriod, is necessarily good for the
state. It very often, mdeed, we may almost say,
it ganerally happens, that what is for the real
goud of the state is opposed to the immediate
interests of many individuals. The real interest
of tie state requures the maintenunce of greut
principles and moiives of activn, of expensive
institutions, and of rights often not to be made
good without severe contests with rival nations.
These things ‘demand sacrifices ; they demand a
yielding up of property, or of prejudices, a devo-
tion of self’ to the general good, to the good of
men {ar separated from the individual, not only by
distance of “space, but by distance of' time. By a
guccession” of generations of 1cen im!),uc.d with
such a spirit, cach reaping e frunts of what was
sown by their pr«.dc.cc.»on, aml i return, them-
selves sowing for posterity, tations becoie great
aund glorious. By adefect of such a spirit in suc-
cessive generations, they inevitably full to Cecay.
The true patriot has ever, thercfore, held.at Ins
part zealously to mawtan whatever the state
way nghifully clan of individuals—whatever
mdmduala may of night claim of the state,

If on this question, we are to act on sucha
principle we would ask, inthe first place, it the
prospetity und happiness of the community be not
the aim of all governmeni. ‘This we presume
will be granted.  Then wousld we ask if it be nnt
essential to the prosperity and happiness of com-
wunities, that they be virtuous; nay more,
if the prevalence of the moral virtues is not ac-
tually, visibly, sven to conferthat prosperity and
happiuess.  Inthe case of individuals indeed, the
reverse of this sometimes strikes us.  We see the
worthiest ey, in all that meets the outward view,
amongst the most ushappy, But as concerns
nations, search the whole carth, and we give up
the argument if yor find not that every state
in \"luch the meral vir' »s prevail, seems prospe
rous and happy 5 vay, of compared with cach
other, cacleris paribus, tie prosperity and happi
ness of states 1s sot exaclly prevartionate to the
extent in which the woral virtues do prevail.
Again we ask if morality is not grounded on rehi-
gion. Tie mere intellect of man may be exerci-
sed on the contemplation, and may grow strong in
contemplating the things presented to it by the
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world of matter alane ; but-we soe not that thers
isany soil on which the moral v:rtues can _flourigh,
ot even any foundation on which they can rest, if
his powers comnprehiend not something beyond this.-
it they do not lay hold on the truths connected
with that eternity out of which he sprung, and
to which lie hastens, Does any one affect doubts
on tlns subject. We would appeal m proof of
1t to his own real belief. Let him make choice
of any existing community with which he is well
acquainted, and suppose that by some miracle of
cvily the behef of aught religious—of aught be-
youd what strikes the seunses, is blotted out ; and
that no man hasa conception of any being but
what mcets the eyce, or of any existence but what
is bounded by the epochs of birthand death, We
would ask him to ponder the matter well, and then
ta say i’ he wauld not have just reason to dread
that'such motives to good, such restraints on evil
being removed, hopes so ennobling being destroy-
ed, a host of malignant and licentious passions
would not be let loose that would devastate
society. If an experiment so tcrnble could be
made, would any reward bnbc fim ' to make his
hiome ameng such a pcuple? ‘would he not bein
dread even to passthrough them L3

A
Ifahen.it be granted, as it necessarily must,
that the prosperity of states is the great aim of
the governors and the governed ; +f expenence
suows us that all which in states bears even the
outward show of happiness, is commeusurate
with the prevalence of the moral virtues ; if our
knowledge of man makes it evident to the most
sceptical of us, that these moral virtues do nat
thrive—do not cven subsist but on the basis of
rehigion—then, assuredly the active support of
rehigion must be Jad down as the duty of all
govanments. But in the present instaunce, we
hmve stronger ground than even this.  'We speak
not enly of what might a priori be proved to be
nght to be done, but what actually has been done.
In Ureat Britam, rehgion has ever reccived the
direct support of the state, 1t has constituted a
part of tnat great and glorious whole out of which
we have grown, and to which we pride ourselves
1o belong.  On what principle then can any of us,
the men of a day, the present representatives of
unghty terests stretching before aud behind us
tor centuries, seek to tear out that which has come
<o us embodied and wrought into that great fabre
which it is our part to transmit to postenty, at
least unweakened aud ummpaired.  Is it because
there are defects in this part of the edifice? There
ever have been defects in every part of it, there
ever, we may venture to say, will be defects init.
But if there are defects, are there not also things
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admirable? Is not & large portion of what has
been, and is, excellent in the empire directly
deducible .from itg rehgious establishments, and
ghall we affirm fhat here, as elsewhere, it is not
the part of the patriot to correct, rather than
to destroy, to build up rather than to demolish ?
But some-one says, in these days of great dis-
coverics, we have come on'one that'altogether
overturns your arguments. It has been found,
that governments are established for the preserva
tion of life and property, and, not’ for uny other
purpose.  They have nothing therefore to do with
religion.  As concerns it, their salest policy is to
Jetit alone. We doubt the truth of this discovery.
We doubt the truth of any discovery, that
would separate .the, intellectual from the moral
man ; because we conceive they ate not, and can-
not be separated—=that the'lives and properties of
men are, and can alone- be; safe in “auy SOLIEL,
through the sustaining and restrainiig power of
morality and religion. We maintain also, that,
practically, you do, and must hold this to be a fact,
end act accordingly, that every society is bound
together by the trutiis of religion, and that in the
daily working of its wmachinery, a behef in the
truths, and the ivfluence this has on the woral
man, cannot be dispensed with for a moment. On
what, in fact, does thedecision of the majority of
cases involving the lives and properties of meu
ultimately -depend, but on testimony ? aud ou
what else than religious belief is the validity
of testimony rightly made to rest? When an
individual is brought into court to give bis testi-
mony, arc the only questions that can there be
put to lnm, those thut concera life and property ?
or way he not be questioned concerntng death and
cternity 7 Nuy, if he cannot give a satisfactory |}
answer, both us to his knowledge and behef, in the
lauter, 1s he cven permitied to speak concerning
the Sormer 7 1le will not be heard onthe question,
though it may intimately concern his own proper-
ty, or the lives and property of those dearcst to
him. He is debarred from the privileges of
other citizens, and lield an out.cast in thai com-
munity, for the beneft of which hie is neverihe-{i
less compelled to devote Jabour or property,
orit may be life itself. Nor cau such a proredure
be justly censured. We know and feel that onr
whole civil rights, our lives and fortunes are pro-
tected, and can only be protected by the sanctity
of an oath that comes from the lips of one whe
has some just conceptions of his relations to ano.
ther world than this,” Tt were gross neglect
thercfore in the laws, were all that is dear to wen
entrusted to Lim, who by some singular unhappi-
ness in his lot, or perversity in his nature, has dot.
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been alle to attain to any such conceptions,
If the state requires its citizens to respect the
property of others, it must be able to prutect
cach one whose property ‘is invad=d, or 1t can
expect nothing else but that, as in some purts
of Italy, the' pepaiation will be converted *into
disguised hoards of banditti. I it require them
1o leave to the Jaws the punishwment that murder
demands, then must 1t tuke cure to inflict that
pusisiunent when due ; else way it coufidendy
anticipate the revival of u state of socicty hke that
which prevailed. when the nght of prvate war
was formally recogmzed.

(To ke conticued.)

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE,

MEETING OF THF SYM D CF THE PRFSBYTLRIAN CHUR(T
OF CANADA IN CONNENTON WI1TH THE
CuvReil uF SCOTLAND,

The anuu:] Meeting of Synod was held, ac-
con.uw LZURTTH TR x.m(-.u, at K.g aston, cotmmencing
an, the fisst Pawssday (the 40 h) of July, and terma-
n:mu"on the cveunng of Tuesday the Ydis At noun
of the 4 y e ~\nud, wats Lousitued by the kc\.
Dr. Co:uI\ ul Quebee, Maderator for the preceding
vear, sud the Syned Roll haing hccn made upan
the wsaal manner, ke Rev, Robert MeGil of Nia-
gard, was wisite o\ chosen .'lodu.«lur for the
current year, wd ol “Uie cluur.

Witheut attempting to trace winutely the course
of business as {cllowed by the Syaady it may be
meaticned that the first diet was pricapaily spent
in readu.g the i ules of lastsceaion 2ad 1he uns
nuies of :..c Comnuiseton’s procecdags during the
vear, in rece.vi

and reading vanous ducnments
transnticd by the Comuneston and by the late
Muderator and the Clerk, .nul 1 appointing Come
mlt:us fur rovising the Records o) Sy, Cote
wissian, and P ruh\xcm.a. Cunmittees were also
appomted fur the \'-t.c..ll cousiderition of varigus
suhu.ch of” fmportance arising out of ducaments
tud anthe tile; and arrapgeuenis were made as
o the tune o lnc devoted to rehigions exercises
and to lm\‘uc:z, duning the session. On the even-
mer of Thaussiny, Pr. Couk pn..xdu dthe syuod ser-
wany an eNe: HY nl andap )mpn H l.'.\u).,l.\'., from
zokiciii. 4=¢1 3o sead ilee nnto them amd thaa
shadt say usto them Thas gath the foord? Dae
nr-' luc retainis HI3 da Vs o the «1‘~~:(\!1, an hour wag
SRt overy mureing by the Synod s poadayr tle
~cr|ptnn sandin prajs u,lmfurc pruceed u.gr 1o busi-
nesy, and at seven alekock every evei ity wchgeus
SXEICISES WETE eargringedd Hle—0 serinon S 1ra past
of them ; the sery ees in both cases bcm-f col-
ducicd by muns.ers tuuer ths ap; vnlmest “of th
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Moderator. This arrangement was felt by all to
be judicivus_and profitable ; und with the view of
is bewg fullowed with gieater advantage at
future s ssiolly, it was resolved that the Moderator
for the time bewg, ehould muke the necessury
appmintinents of preschers, previously to the mect-
ing of Synod. On Piuday the Syunod was princi-
pally ocengpied with rontine business of less gene-
salimterest, "U'wo subjects huwever came under
const leration, whieh catled forth fengthened dis-
cussion,  ‘L'ue first wasthe expediency of institu-
Ly a system ot ordwary presbytensl visitations
of congregations,wh.ch was introduced by the read-
ing of repurts from Presbyterics on the overture
on this subject, transuntied by last Synod. It was
moved by Dr. Cook, and seconded by Mr, Murray
of Qakuiie ; Thut the pracuce of vrdinary pres-
bytertul visitatious being wexpedient w the present
sate of tus Churcehythe Synud refer the repoits of
Presbytenies on tue subject to the Presbytery ot
$Haankion, andastruct them to prepare for the con-
sude ralion of next Synod, a scheme for the annual
presbyterial exanunation of nnisters and ruling
elders. A second motivn was made by Mr., P. C,
Campbell, of Brockville,end secunded by Mr. Jagaes
George of Scarborough 3 That & scheme of ordi-
nary presby tenal vistahions wodified to suit the
cirenmstances of tins church is expedient,and ought

10 be prepared ard pur an practice without loss of

time.  After measonn g, the vote was called tor,
ang the eccoml motion carnted by a large majoruy.
The presbytery of Turonio were appuinted o pre-
pure a scheine for conducting ord:nury presbyteral
visitations to be submntied at peat meetng of Sy-
nod.

The other subject of general interest which was
discussed in Syrod on Friday, was an overture
from the presbytery of Torouta respecting the du-
1y of this chiich to adopt more energetic measures
tor exposing the ervois and repressing the nttuence
of popery, After lengthiened discussion, tins over-
ture was referred 10 a cumuntiee, wlich reported
on Saturday ; and the Synud eventually adopted
the tollowmng Resolutions on the subject without
u vole.

1. T'o enjuin ministers to point out to ther peo-
ple the pecubar and futal errors of popery as they
nay sce ituseful and expedient so to do.

¢, T'o protest inany petition which may be pre-
gented on the part of the Syaod to the Iumpenal fe-
gislature ot the subject of the Clergy Reserves,
agrnst any portion thercof beng wllotted to the
Rowan Catholic Church :—firstyon the ground that
these reserves have been solemnly set apart for
the waintennnce « £ a Pratestant Clergy, and see-
oudly, because 1t 15 uttarly mconsistent with the
duty which a protestunt Government nwes to God
und to truth, to support the Rumsh Church,

3. To eujoin watisters and preshytenes to op-
puse by ali Tawtul meassw y sehene of national
education Which way be proposed, by wiich the
uge of the entire word «f Ged 15 not made 2n ¢s-
sental past of the education of ke cinleren of gro-
testants durig the ordmmy schoul hours.

4. To appoit [dr, Couk and Mr. lunten? to cor-
respond with the Convener of the General Assem-

MERTING OF TIE SYNOD.

bly’s Committee on popery, and to furnish inform-
ation on the subject 1 so far as these provinces are
concerned.

9. ‘T'o enjoin the Presbytery of Quebec to take
steps for obtoming and supporting French Protest-
ant Missionuries in the provinee of Lower Canadu,
In the discussion of the second of these resolu-
tions, reference was made by several members to
a Bl passed by the Legislauve Couneil of Upper
Cunada lost session,by wineh the Clergy Reserves
were to be divided uinong vanous denominationy,
Roman Catholics bewy wcluded; and strong appre.
hicusions were expressed that although tins Bill had
not passed intoa law in the provincial Legislature,
powerful wfluence would be apphed m taveour of
us adoption by the Impenal Government. , . On
Friday, several vvertures were reported and read
on the subject of the rehigrous census ot the Usppes
Province, complating of 1ts inaccuracy, and call-
g on the Syuod to take steps for exposing such
inaccuracy,and to guard against its being assumed
asa sale ground forlegislation on the ecclesiastical
affarrs of the country. In discussing these over-
tures, wany instances were brought forward of the
extraordinary and undue etforts that had been made
by certain partics, te swellthewr numbersin the cen-
sus, and to misrepresent its results.  They were
eventually referred to a Committee previously ap.
puinted, on the present state of the relations of
the Synod co the civil government.

On Saturday the Synod was engaged for a con-
siderable part of the day in heaning and deciding
an appeal on the part of the Rev. Alexander Ross,
mimster of Aldbvrough, in the London Distnct,
against a sentence of deposition for drunkenness,
passed on lum by the Presbytery of Hannlton on
the SOth ult.  Ata certam stage of the procedure
in the case, Mr. Rass presented imself at the bar
of the Synud, and eapressed s desire to with-
draw lus appeal, and 2o be pernatted to demnt ins
chiarge at Aldborough, on the ground that tus con.
duct 1 the matter charged aginst hum, had been
such as to gne offence to the chureh, and to pre-
vent his usefulurss i bis congregation.  After de-
liberating, the Synod appointed the Presbytery of
Homilton to meet forthwith at Kmgston, and re-
ceive Mr, Ross’s demussion. T'hey farther agreed to
rcmo ve the sentence of deposition agawmst Mr.
Russ, aud enjovined the Presbytery to suspcud hun
immediately from the office of the holy miunistry,
sine die, awd strictly (o prohibit him from exerciang
the smd office, or any part thereof, and to intimate
said dewassion and suspension to the congrega.
tion of Aldborough witheut delay.,

After disposing of this painful case, the Synod
had umler consideration several overtures of great
importance to the prospenty of the Churceh § such
asthe ordaining of unssionarics, over definite dis-
tricts of the country, and the organizing of the nu-
werons congregations which are at prezent desti-
tute of wimsters and clders, and the extending to
such congregations a more close preshytenal in-
spection,  Both of these measures were approsed
by the Synod, and Presbyteries received instrue.
tions for their guidance in carrying them into of-
fect,  Anoverture from the Presbytery of oron-

tey of the following tener was also considered—
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“Inasmuch as many persons, after having become
members of the Church, and after having continued
in communion with some congregation thereof fur
several years, withdraw without assiguing any rea-
sons,and returnto the world—itis respecttully over
tured, that the Synod advise and determine what
course ought to be pursued in regard to such per-
gons; teeing it is plamn to this Presbytery that the
conduct of such persouy does great injury to the
cause of religion,from the cquivecal character they
sustain, and contnibutes to mvolve themselves
very great delusion regarding their own spintual
state.” The discussion of” this overture drew forth
much valuable information respecting the practice
pursued by the Sessions of various congregations
in such cases as are therein referred tesandt even-
tually appeared to be unnecessary to prescribe any
gpecrfic cuurse inregard tosuch cases—they bemy
sufficiently provided for alrcady in the disciphuary
laws of the Church,

Ou Morday, the Synod went through a great
deal of business, wlnch as being of less general in-
terest,teed not be particularly detwled mths has-
ty sketch  The following overture which was
unanimously adopted, ought not however to be
omitted. ¥\Whereas the prevalence of intemperance
throughout these provinces 1s productive of the
most Fuinous consequences to e best interests ot
society, greatly tending to the merease of crime
and to the frequent destrection ot hfe and property,
proving moreover a powersful hinderance to the
suceessful preaching of the gospel, by hardening
the minds of many agamst ats hcavenly teuths, and
Jeading them away from the house of God; the
Synod enjoins all the ministers under its juris-
diction to take un early epportumty of calling the
attention of their respective congregatiuns to these
great evils, by preaching on the subject,end to use
such other means as they may judge to be necessa-
ry to check the progress of itemperance throughi-
out their bounds.”—After a good deal of discusston,
the Synod also this day appotated a Comuuttee to
consider whether any, and what additions may be
made to the Psalimody in usein this chureh ; it be-
ing understood that no addition shall be made with-
out the concurrence of the General Assembly of the
parent Church.

Ou Tuesday the report of the Committee on mis-
sions was taken up,and ofterdeliberationwas refer-
red with the varions documents accompanying it to
the Presbytery of Hamilton,as a Comtuittee on uns-
sions—the Synod authorising and instrucung that
Presbytery to tuke all necessary steps,and use thesr
best endeavours to obtain a more adequate supply
of missionaries from Scotland; and with thus view
to ascertain from the several Presbyteries in con-
nexion with the Synod, the sumber of missionarnies
tley will engage to support, and the amount of sa
lantes for which they will become responsible,
order that these obligations and statements may be
thsectly subnntted to the Preshyteries in Seotland,
tagether with an account of the religious destitu-
tion of these provinces—cspecially of the presbyte-
nian populativn, and an appeal m behaif thereof, ur-
gng on cach Presbytery of the parent Church the
duty of taking active steps for the refief of this
deatitution, “The presbytery of Hamilton were fur-
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ther authorised and instructed ta aval themselves
of the services of the Rev. John M. Roger of Pe-
terborough 1 behalt of” Canadian nussions, during
his vistt to Scotland; as also to solicit the appoint-
ment of a deputation of munsters from the parent
Cliurch to visit tise churches i tns country. 1t
was also resolved to obtamf possible, one nssion-
ary from Holland, of the refoned Dutehh: Chureh,
to be supported i’ necessary by the Syrod, with a
view to the partial reliet ot the religous destitu-
tion of’ the nutnerous members of that presbyterian
clisrch i ties country,

The union of presbyterians in these provinces,
with specimal reference to the incorporation of
the mmbers of the United Synod of Upper Ca-
nada, cas the next subject of’ discussion m the
Synod, on Tucsday. ‘T'he Commitiee to whom
this matter had been previvusly referred, report-
ed that they had had a conference wuh the Rev,
Messrs, Smart and Boyd and two ruling elders,
on the part of” the Umted Synod, end thatst ap.
peared to the Comuittee to be the view of these
gentlemenyihat the Umted Synad were not disposed
to jom the Synod of this churchyexeept as an nde-
pendent body, and without presenting any docu-
ments which the members of tins Synod should
not also be bound to prescat to them. After ma-
wre dehberation on this report, and on the whole
crrcumstances of the case, the fullowing motionwas
carried by a large majority, “I'hat thts Synod con-
unue to regurd the wisible unity of the Presbyte-
nan Churchn these Provinces us an object of the
greatest importance, that they find nowwithstanding
that difliculties al present exist to the admission of
the mumnsters of the United Synod as a bady, and
therefure appoint the Comnussion of this Synod to
confer wath the Committee of the United Synod on
the subject of these difliculites, as also to corres-
pond with the General Assembly’s Committee on
Colutial Churches on the same subject, and resolve
meanwinle to receive such mmisters of the Umted
Synod as present to the Presbyteries of this Church
the necessary credentials of ordination and charac-
ter,and whowith theircangregations grive adherence
to the tormulas of the Church of Scotland.”  This
question excited a very hisely interest in the Synod,
and alf partics scemed to be much impressed with
the desirableness of the general objcct in view. It
may therefure be reasonably hoped that further
cunference between the two bodies,wall remove the
ubstacles which at present stand in the way of their
incorporationyand prepare thematter for a more fa-
vourable tssue at a future session.

In the latter part of the day, an interesting re-~
port was given w on the cducation of candidates
for the mmustry, 1 which was incinded "a draft of
an act of iwcorporation to enable Trustees to hold
lands and other funds for the establishment and
support of an acadenucal institution {or the educa-
tion of youtl, and particularly for the education of
candidates for the holy mumstry.  ‘Lhis draft was
minutely and debberately exumined and amend-
edy andat length unanimonsly agreed to,  King-
ston was chosen as the site of the contemplated
wstitntion.  Full authority and instiuctions were
given 1o the Commission, in regard to the intro-
duction of a bill into the Legislature of Upper
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Canada, in according with the above mentioned
draft, as also in regard to the collection of' the ne-
cesgsary funds; and as the parent church lus taken
up this matter with a degree of energy worthy of
its vital 1mportance, there 1s cevery gound to ex-
pect that by the blessing of God on the combined
exertions of the Genersl Assembly, and the preshy-
terian cotmnuntty in Cunada, the all important ob-
ject in view will be attuined at no distant peniod.

‘I'he Synod,in conformity with this reportyrecord-
ed their approbation of the conduct of the Presby-
tery of Hauniton regard to the young men pur-
smng theirstudies under their superitendence, and
their great satistuction with the progress which
these students appear to have tnade, nud wstructed
that presbytery to continue their superintendence;
and in dirccung the farther progress of the stu-
dents to adhere as closely as circumstances may
permit to the plan of theological education pre-
pared by the committee of last Synod. Sumlar in-
structions were given to the Presbytery of King-
ston with reference to certain students under their
charge.

The report of the committee on the relations of
the Synod to the civil government is the ouly other
matter of which we can give a particular account
at present. It included three several points of
leading inportance, First, the census of the reli-
gious denommations in Upper Canada, its inaceu-
racies and defects. In contormity with the recomn
mendation of the report, the Synod appomnted a
standing Comuiittee to collect information respect-
ing the census, with the view of exhibiting in the
proper quarters its true character and value. Sec-
ond, the Rectories and Reserves.  On this subject
considerable discussion was occasioned as to
whether the membes s of the church generally should
be called upon to sign a petition to the Imperial
Parliament, or whether in the present unsettled
state of the conntry such a petition shouldnot ema-
nate from the Synod exclusively, through the Mo-
derator. On the one hand it was argued that other
parties,unrestrained by any scruples of the sort now
urged, were actively engaged 1n procurmg signa-

ures to a petition on tins subject, and that thusan
influence mjurious to the fair deterannation of the
subject in dispute would be exercised on the hu-
periul Legislature, On the other band it was urged
that the course referred to as pursued by others,
was producing very injurious cffects on the pub-
lic mind, and that even were its tendencey in this
respect less objectionable,the necessity and advan-
tage of pursuing it were questionable. It was
eventually determined that a petition to the Impe-
7ial Legislatare in behalf of this chureh should be
prepared-and signed by the Moderator, and a draft
of the samewas given in, examined and approved.
The third poiut viz: the incorporation of the Cburch,
was on the recommendation of the committee de-
ferred to another session, the present state of the
country being dcemed unfavourable for the prose-
cution uf such a measure,

Among the various articles of business not in-
cluded in the foregoing statement, we may men-
tion the appointment of a Cummittee to consiler and
enquire as to the expediency and practicability of
estehlishing 2 depository of books for the supply
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of the church in this country, and of procuring &
printing press for the use of' the church, 1Instruc-
'ions were also given to the Maderator respecting
the preparation and publication of a pastoral letter
by him to the church on behalf of the Synod; as
also to the Commissionrespecting the maintenance
of the ecclesiastical correspondence of the Synad.
In connexion with the latter point, it ought to be
stated 1hat the Synod heard with great interestand
gratilication a letter addressed to them by the Ge-
neral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States, of which a copy is subjoined. An
address to his Excellency the Lieutenant Gover-
nor was also adopted, and the Moderatorand a de.
putation of members appointed to present it.

After hearing an impressive address from the
Moderator, and usiting in devotional exercises,
the Synod was closed at a late hour on Tuesday
the 9th,—Next meeting is appointed to be holden
at the City of Toronto, on the first Thursday of
July 1840,

ADDRESS OF THE SYNOD OF CANADA TO HIS EXCELLENCY
THE LIEGTENANT GOVERNOR.

To His Excellency Sir George Arthur, K. C. H. Lieu-
tenant Governor of the Province of Upper Cana-
da, and Major General Commanding Her Majes-
ty’s forces therein, &e. &c, &e.

May it please your Excellency,

We the Ministers and Elders of the Pres-
bytesian Church of Canada, in connexion with the
Churclh of Scotland, in Synod assembled, beg leave to
express to your Excellency our warm sentiments of
loyalty aud aitachment to the British Crown and Con-
stitution, and our carnest desire that the connexion be-
tween this Colony and the British Empire may remain
inviolate and perpetual.

We rjoice that the attempts lately made by unprin-
cipled and lawless men to disturb the peace ofthis and
the adjacent Province have been so signally defeated ;
and we have no doubt that should such wicked and
desperate attempts be again repeated, they will be in-
standy repelled by the wisdom of your Excellency’s
adininistration and the loyalty and valour of the peo-
ple.

Bdlieving as we do, that the ndvancement of truth
and rightcousness is one of the great ends of crvil
government, as ordained of God, we trust, as we
humbly entreat, that your Excellency will vigilamly
exert all the power of the Government to promote
these objecis—especiatly in the adoption and mointe-
nance of an efficient system of rehigious, moral, and
intellectual instruction, adapted to the wants and cir-
cumstances of the country.  And as a means of pro-
moting oider and morality among the people, we
would call your Exccllenty’s attention 10 the ne-
crssity of coution and discernment in the appoint-
ing of Magistrates and persons to fill pubhic and res-
ponsible offices—that these honours and offices may
be bestowed only on inteli~~nt and good men who
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will be fuithful to their trust; as upon this greatly
depends the preservation of good feeling and respect
towards the Government, the maintenance of the effi-
cient authority of the laws, and the suppression of
vices, such as Sabbath-breakmg, profanencss und in-
temperance, which, in proportion as they prevadd in
any conununity, must be decrimental to s best tnterests,
" That Almighty Gud may cver defend and protect
your Excellency, bestow upon you every temporal and
spiritual blessing, and prosper your administration 1s
our sincere and constant prayer.
In name and by appointment of the Synod,
ROBERT McGILL,
Moderator.
At Kingston, July 9, 1639,

To which Ilis Excelligney was pleased to make the
following reply.

’ Niagara, Ist August, 1839.
GENTLEMEN,

‘The expression of your sentiments of loyalty
and attachment to th: Britssh Crown and Constitu-
tion, and of your earncst desire, that the connexion
between this country and the British Empire may re-
main inviolate aad perpciual, are highly gratfying.

That the attempts which have beenmade by lawless
and unprincipled men, todisturb the peace of Canada,
have been so signally defeated, is a subject, indeed,
of thankfulness; and from the past, the best assurance
may be drawn, of the determined valour, with which
Hee Majesty’s subjects are resolved to defend their soil.

1 most cordially concur with you, that the grang
end of Civil Government is the advaucement of truth
and righteousness; and that, whilst those Institutions
are the wisest which have the greatest tendency to such
an end, the most weighty responsibility is involved
in the selection of public functionarics, since s0 much
depends on thewr iategrty and ntethgence.,

As I lighly esteem the Ministers and Elders of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, and know that their
hearty support is of great importance to my govern-
ment, your kindly sentiments towards myself aie
highly acceptable,

, GEORGE ARTHUR.

The Ministers and Elders of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada.

The following is a copy of the letter addressed to
the Synod by the General Assembly of the Presbyte--
rian Church.in the United States.

THE GENERAL ASSEMGLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CRURCH,
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, TO THE SYNOD
OT THE PRETBYTERIAN CUURCH OF CANADA, IN CON-
NEXION WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Beloved brethien in our common Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ :—

We have reccived the fraternal communication of
the Commission_of your Synod, dated at ‘Toronto,
the 24 day of May, 18397 and have been highly
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gratificd with the christian sentiments, and the just
views of evangelicat truth, with which it is filted.
We have not marked in the whole of your leuer,
an opinion, or an expression, which dues not receive
onr cordial approbation: and yon may well suppose,
that 1 the imdst vt the misrepresentations and cen-
sutes, which the aduption of measuies for the retorm
and purification of our church hus brought upon us,
the ‘unequivocal approval «of an vnihodox  Syned,
sabject 1o no just susp:cion ol bias, other than that
which is produccd {:y an ardent love ot truth, js
grateful to our hearts, and cieers us onward n the
course on which we have entered.

The information will probably have reached you
before the reception of l{:is letter, that the adverse
verdict to which you refer, has been set aside by the
Supreme Court olthe State of Pennsylvania, sitting
in Bank. ‘The reversing decison was  delr-
vered by the Chiel Justice, two otner judges asree-
ing with ham fully; and it comtains a vindication of
our whole proceedings, relative to the disowned
Synods, It sanetions, morcover, all the great prin-
ciples, on which religious liberty depends, declaring
it to be beyond the provinee of the civil tribunals 0
interfere with the awards of pure ecclesiasiical
discipline.  'While we 1qjuice 1n this, and give
thanks to God for our deliverance, and that our
whole nation has escaped trum the odium, which it
wonld have incurred from the cntire christian
world, if the verdict agamst us had been zonfirmed,
we have an additonal gratification in the ample
proof which that verdict usclf has furnished, of the
unwavering attachinent of our ministers and people
to the precions doctrines and gospel order of our
church, as set forth in our public ftandards. We
have lust no members, whom it would have been
advantageous to retain, if we had not been placed
under the ban of the civil law; and several com-
missioners to the present Assembly, who have come
to it from more than the distance ot a thousand miles,
do not hesitate to say, that their presence with us is
to be auributed to their determination to avoid all
appearance, and every suspicion, of deserting the
church in her hour of trial. ~ Such desertion, indeeg,
would be peculiarly criminal and reproachiu), in
the descendants of our common ancestry—of men
who sealed their testimony to the pure ductrines of
the gospel, with their blood.

Your attachment 10 the form of government undcr
which you live, ought 1o give us no ofience, since we
ossess the like decuded preference for our own. Po-
itical refations should not, in our judgment,and you
have shown that they do not in your’s, weaken sym-
pathies that relate 1o that great cause, in which all
the nations of the carth have an equal concern. God,
we are assured, ¢ so loved the corid, that he gave
his only begotten Son,” for the salvativn of all who
troly believe in him; and hence, every true believer
sces, in all who possess the like character with him-
self, beloved brethren in Christ, whatever may be
the people, or kindred, ortongue, by which they may
be distinguished. But in additon to this, you and
we loo% to the Scottish church as to our common
mother; we acknowledge the same symhols of faith
and church order; we speak the same language,
and we are fellow-labourers, in our endeavours to
propagate the gospel, on the same continent, and in
the neac neighhouri\.‘sod of each other. It would
therefure be peculiarly unchristhian, if our political
preferences shoeuld prevent the most fraternal inter-
change of sentiments, on subjects which relate to
our common christianity ; and with no other subjects
will our correspondence intcrmeddle.

‘The manifestly increasing prevalence of evangeli-
cattruth, and vital piety, inthe whole Island of Great
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Britain, within the last half certury is matter of
lively gratitude to God.  You may well rejnice with
a peculiar joy; and be assared that we veyoice with
you, wt contemplating the checiing aspeet which re-
liz¢ion at the present time manitests within the chureh
ol Scatland.” Weaccord with you oullrcl{, i at-
buting ths happy state of things m that chureh to a
“sunple, frequent, tull, and zealous announcement
of the docirine ot the cross—10a steadtast adherence
to that methud of preaching, which the great Apostle
of the Gentiles avowed (o be hisown, when he said
to the Corinthians, * I determined notto kuow any
thing among you, save yesus Christ and him eruci-
fied.” We are persuaded that on this method of
prorlaiming and urging the great truths of divine
revelation, that is, by hanging them all, so to speak,
on the cross of Chnst, genwine revivals of religion
must forever depend ; together with all holy zeal 1n
missionary enterprise, whether for the supply of the
destitute 1 christian lands, or fur the evangelizing
in foreign lands, of the Heaihen, the Mahomedans,
the Jews, the false religionisis of every name—for
the entise subversion of the Man of Sin, and the
eventual conversion of the world to God, in the
millennial age of the church,

We arc glad to learn, that the number of yonr
settled munisters is greaier than we had supposed 1
to be, previously lothe reception of your letier. his
inadequacy to the supply of the spiritual wants of
your people is indeed « deplorable evil; and an evil
which exists, perbaps as extensively among us, as
among yourselves. There is an immense region of
our coumry, mthe West and South of the American
Union, almos: entirely destitute of the stated adminis-
tration of gospel vrdinances ; and which is butscan-
tily supplied, even with the occasional services of
missionaries. Inthe aid you rececive from abroad,
you have une sunrce of which we are destitute.
Butiruly when we contemplate the rapidly increa:-
ing population of tins vast continent, su grealy dis-
propottioned to the inereasc of suitable rehgious
teachers, the prospect Seems to be one ot deep gloom,
and may wcll add fervency to our prayers, to *“ihe
Lord ofthe harvestthat he would sead forth labourers
jnto his harvest.” In the mean time, our prayers
should be accompanied by our most strennous excr-
tions, to diminish the destitution, which we canuot at
onee, entirely relieve.  We rgjuice to hear that Sab-
bath schools, Bible, ‘I'ract, and Missionary Suciclics
are supporied among you, “with a considerable
degree of liberality.”  ‘I'hese institmtions, e<pecially
inthe absence of a stated ministry, are ol incaleula-
bic value. But you have done well, and from out
hearts, we bid you Gad-speed, in your carly auemnpt
to found, and <ustain a Theotogical Seminary. Our
own experience has satisficd us that a ninistry the
best adapted to the peculiar habits, not only of a
nation at large, butof certain sections of that nation,
can, in no way, be so advantageously furnished, as
by a provision for the education of pivis youths,
who have themselves grown up in the habits, which
they will be calied to consult, and practise, during
their future ministerial life,

You, dear brethren, have your peculiar trials, and
we have ours. But there are many which are
common to us both, and which indeed have, 1n great
part, been common to the church, when valiant for
the truth of God, in every age. The origin of the
evils from which we have recently been delivered,
musi be attributed to the want ol a suitable vigilance,
and the indulgence of a spurious hberahiy—a mis-
named charity; and our criminality will be without
excusc or apology, if we yield to the like ervors, in
time to come. While it is doubtless our indispensa-

ble duty, carclully to avoid all just _cause of offence,
we vught never to furger, that offences will comne,
‘I'he carnal mind is cinity against God ; and while
this enmity remains unchanged, it can never cordi-
atly receive the gentine truths and dyctrines of ihe
gospel.  The ailempis that have been made, 10 bring
about this impossible result, have given rise (o a
large portion of the heresies, and talse systems of
rehigion, which have harassed, and polluted the
chureh, from the times of the Apostles to our own,
We have no alternative here, but totake up our cross.
And yet, allbongh it may seem a paradox to the men
of the world, it is an unquestionable fact, that
orthodox truth, while it is the most offensive, is
nevertheless the most eficient and successtul. The
reason is that God blesses his own truth, and will
Ol‘dlllﬂrll{' less nothing else.  'When preclaimed
with fidelnty, Purity, and perscverance, he never fails
to bless W 10 2 certain extent; and sometimes imme-
diatelys and always eventually, he so Dblesses it,
that 1t bears down alt oppostion. Let us thon be
tound the firm and fearless, yet pradent and circum-
spect advacates of the truthasitisin Jesus. Let us
preach it, Jet us praciise it, let us sustain it by disci-
pline, and by all the means and ordinances of divine
istitation ; aml let us constantly and earnestly pray
for God's blessmng to atend it, and to render it {ruit-
tul—mindtol ever, that Paul may plant, and Apol-
los water ; but that neither is he that planteth, any
thing 3 nesther he that watereth 5 but God that giveth
the 1acrease.  Acting thus we may quietly leave afl
consequences, to the disposal of our covenant God,
assured that e loves lns own cause, better than we
tove it; and that though Ins way may sometimes be
in the sea, anu his footsteps not known; yet he will
eventually rulfil every promise he hath spoken, and
make his'own Zion the praise and glory of the carth.

Brethren, may the peace of God which passeth all
nnderstanding, be multiplied unto you. Farewell,
You share in our prayers, letus have a ceinembrance
in yours.

Signed by order of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States of Ame-
riea.

JOSHUA L. WILSON,
Moderator.
Jorx M. Kners, Permanent Clerk.

Philaddplaa, May 23th, 18239.

Teertify the abnve tobe a true copy of the original
letter, signed by the Moderator and Permanent Cl. rk
of the Assembly, and directed 1o be transmitted to the
Synod of the Presbyierian Church of Canada, n
conhexion wihthe Church of Seottand.

ATrEST.

John McDowell, stated clerlks
of ihe General Assembly of the
Presbyerian Church. U.S. A,

Philadelphia,
Junes, 183).
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TIE CHURCIt OF SCOTLAND.
Estracted from the réports in the Scottish Guardian,

This supreme ecclesiastical judicatory met in
Edinburgh on Thursday the lGlL May. ~The Rev.
Dr. Muir, the Moderator of last General Assembly,
preached in the High Church from Ist. John, v.
chap. verse 1, 2, 3. Public worship having been
concluded, Lord Belhaven, Her Majesty’s High
Commissioner, and suite, walked in procession to
the Tron Church, when the Assembly was consututed
by prayer.

The Monrrator (Dr. Muir) s2id—The time is
now come, fathers and brethren, when I amn to leave
this chair, in which, I may well say, no deservings
of mine could ever have put me; and the conscious-
ness of this prevented any wish of mine to be ap-
pointed. It was the great "indulgence and kindness
of my much respected fathers and brethren, which
formed the sole basis for distinguishing me with such
honour. For the courteousness and (riendliness to
which my own conscious shortcoming made me the
more keenly alive, and which I have so uniformly
received, I am, and will, while I live, feel decpiy
grateful. The remembrance of last General As-
sembly, during which so muchr good spirit and good
order were maintained, is strongly impresscd on my
mind; and my fond persuasion is, that as much,
nay, that even more, of that good spirit and good
order will prevail during this® Assembly, and will
secure calm de}iberation on matters with regard to
which a false step may produce tremendous conse-

uences. With regard to a successor in this chair,

beg leave tostate that my attention has been direct-
ed to Dr. Henry Duncan of Ruthwetl—one who is
eminent in the Church, and distinguished, most cre-
ditably for himself and the country, by his writings,
and by his practical improvement on parochical eco-
nomy, which have done so much to promote the pub-
lic interest. ¥ begto move that Dr. Duncan be ap-
pointed Moderator. (Cries of ** Agreed.”)

Dr. Duncan wasclected Moderator by acclamation,
and having been installed, the Commission of his
QGrace the Lord High Commissioner, and also the
Queen’s letter, were read and ordered to be en-
grossed,

His Grace the Commsstoyrr then addressed the
Assembly :—Right Reverend and Right Honourable,
the Queen has again conferred upon me the distn-
guished office of representative to the General As-
sembly of the Churcg of Scotland; and her Majesty
ecommands meto expressto you her undimimshed
confidence in your Joyalty and attachment to her
throne, and of vour zealous and anxiwus exertions to
guide the people committed to your care 1n those
moral and religious duties which are ever the suiest
safeguards of the altar and the throne. Her Majesty
continues resolved to support the Presbyterian
Churchas by law established; and I have the plea-
sure to present yon with £2000 for the moral and
religious instruction of her people in the Highlands
and Islands of Scotland. I am commanded to afford
you every aid apd assisiance in the due cxercise of
your undoubled rights and privileges; and I trust
that calmness, and moderation, and brotherly love,
will pervade all your deliberations. Iam command-
ed also to express to you her Majesty'’s regret that a

roper place of weeling has not yet been prepared

or you; but at the same time I am desired to inform
you that Her Majesty’s orders have been issued (o
arovide such with as’litle delay as possible.  Right

everend and Right Honourable, it will afford me
the most unfeigned gratification to do every thing in
my power that may conduce to your comfort and
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convenience during the siting of the Assembly;
and I hope your Moderator will cinmumeate your
wishes 1o me onall occasions without the smallest
hesitation.

The Moberaror then addressed his Grace in reply
and said—The appointment of your Grace as Cumn-
missioner by her Majesty is felt, I am sure, by the
General Assembly, as @ new pruot ot her Majesy's
regard, Past experience of vour Grace's Kindness,
and long knowledge of your Grace’s exeellent char-
acter, have won for you the respect and attachment
of the members. It atfords us high satisfac.ion to be
assured of her Majesty’s nnduninished confidence in
the loyalty and Christian zeal ot the Church of Seot-
land; anr{ we will endeavour to earw the approbatien
of her Majesty, as well as the approbation of our
uwn consciences, by promoiing 10 the utnost of our
power, 1o humble dependence upon Divine assistance,
the moral and rehigious welfare of the people com-
milted to our charge. We rejoice in the rencwed
assurance that Her Majesty will continue to maimain
the undoubted rights and privileges ot var National
Church; and we receive as an aceeptable assurance
of her Majesty’s good will, that your Grace has heen
commauded to aflord the General Assembiy your aid
and countenance in the exercise of these rights and
privileges. We do trust that the delibetations of this
Assembly will be cunducted io such a spiest of Chris-
tian meekness, moderation, and brotherly love, as
may deserve and meet with your Grace's agprobation.
We accept with gratilude the munificent donauon
of £2000 for promoung the moral and religious im-
provement of the spirstaally destilute populatron in
the Highlands and [slands of Scotland ; and we shall
endeavour faithtully to arply that fuad fur the :m-
portant purposes for which it has been granted. The
expression of your Grace’s persunal desire to pro-
tmote the comfurt and cuenvenience of the Assembiy
is pecuiiarly gratifying; and I beg 10 assure your
Grace, thatthe Assembly feels a corresponding anx-
iety to render the duues of your high vfhce as lutle
burdensome as pos:ible,

PRESEYTERIAN CHURCHES IN TIE COLONIES.

Piincipal MacrarLaN gave in the report on Colo-
nial Churciies, which generally presented a favourable
view of their progress, but the particulars could not
be obtained. The report was understood to state that
the differences in the Scotuish Church in New South
Wales were healed ; and it noticed with muclh saus-
faction that Government had conceded an annual
grant to the clergymen of the Church of Scotland in
Lower Canada,  Principal Macfarlan, while he per-
sonally expressed the delight he had always felt in
holding the situation of Convener, intumated that it
was his wish to he relieved of its duties, which, fiom
the variety of his more inmediate avocations, com-
mensurate as they were with the hours of esery day,
and his residence in Glasgow frequently rendering a
double communicativn necessary, and being produc-
tive of tnconvenicnce to those with whom he had to
transact the Lusiness of the Committec, had been too
inadequately discharged ; and he expressed his fear
that ke was rather standing as an incubus an the in-
terests of the Committee than promoting its cause as
he couid wisiito do.
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The adoption of the report was moved by Mr.
Thomson of Dundee, and seconded by Dr. Laind of
Portmoak, both of whom entreated the Very Rev.
Principal to continue in the discharge of the impost-
ant dutics of the Convenership.  Sir Charles Fergu
son also spoko to tho same effect, and suggested that
some arrangement might be made by the Committee
to lighten the labours of ths Convener. The Ilouse
cordinlly respanded to the desive of the speakers that
Principal Maefarlan should withdraw his resignation.

The Moberaror conveyed the thanksof the As.
sembly to the Very Rev, Principal for his able, zcalous,
and effective dischargaof the duties of the Convener-
ship, and their desirs that he should continue in the
office.

Principal Macrarray acknowledged the kindness
of the Assembly. Certainly if it was the wish of the
Assembly to appoint lumi again to the office of Con.
vener, he would not allow motives of personul con-
venience to interfere with public duty—but he trust-
ed the Fouse would indulge him with some such assis-
tance as several members had had the goodness to
suggest.

Mr. Dustor proposed that the Assembly should
record their condiu!l sense of the kindness the Commit-
tee had received fiom the Government in the recent
grants they had made, and in their frank vccognition
of the co-ordinate claims of the Clurch of Scotland
with those of the Church of England in the Colonies.

‘The Commilttee was re-appointed.

CANADIAN CHGRCRES.

Mr. Desvor moved that the Assembly should hear
a stat-ment from the Rev. Mr. Machar, who had just
arrived fron Canada, on the state of the Canadian
churches.

Me, Macuar then addressed the Assembly as fol-
lows:—

Mopenator,~I am deeply sensille of the kindness
of the Assembly in granting we this audience. It s
8 kindness to which assuredly [ am not indifferent.
'The voice of India has been heard here—the voice ot
Ireland has been heard: is 1t not natural for me to de-
sire that the voice of Cunada should ulso have a heas-
ing 3 1 stand here as the representative of the Synod
of Canada, to entreat of this vencrable Iouse that they
will be pieascd, in the way which to their wisdon
seems best, to direct the attention of their probationen
to Canada, as one impoctant ficld of lubour fur then
to occupy—as a field grewtly vequuring  spiritual la
bour: r3 1o be sent into it Cunada has long appeules
to you as a land of great spirntaal destitution, and u-
a land of great spiritual dustitution it appeals to ym
stil.  Let it not be fwagined that we thwk Ltle o
what you have already done forus.  We think muei
of it—we regard it with the warmest emotions o
gratitude to you, and of thankfulness to Him who pu:
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it into your hearts to doit. To you it is owing un.
der God, that we are a regularly-organised ecclesiani.
cal body, constituted according to the platform we love,
and which we believe to approach more ncarly than
any other to apostolical sumplicity, with our Synod,
and Presbyterics, and Kirk-sessions,  To you we are
indebted for our from fifty to sixty ministers, who are
now distributing the bread of hfe in various localities
within our borders. The labours of so consideratls
a Lody of mimsters~-for constderable it is, if regard
he had to the Lricfspace of time within which the at.
tention of the Church has been directed towards Ca-
nada—are no doubt a vast blessing to the land, nor is
it too muchto say that, in many an instance, the wil-
derness and the solitary place have been made glad
for them, and the desert has rejoiced and blossomed as
the rose.  Still 13 ourland a land of fearful destitu-
tion,  Still, when we look at our far-spread and ra.
pidly-growing population, and think of the existing
number of our ministers, the depressing questions are
ever forcing themselves upon us—what are thesea-
mong so many 7—and what must become of the mul-
titudes in every corner of the land, whom, let them ba
cver so indcefatisable, their preaching can by no possi-
bitity reach? We ask, what are our existing minis-
ters among so nunierous a people <o scattered 3 The
Scottish settlers 1 both the Canadas are somewhere
between oneand two hundred thousand souls. Now,
just think of thus population as diffused, in masses of
greater or less density, over a territorial range equal
to twice the size of Great Britain, with means of com-
munication of the most impertect description, and you
will at once pereeive what amiserably iadequate sup-
ply, to such a population, fifty or sixty ministers must
be; aud that, let each one of them labour with apos-
to.ical fidehty and assiduity, and still there must be
vast masses of destitution not so much as touched by
them—stll there mustbe vast tracts left by them in
dieary und hopeless abandonment, where the hapless
dwellers may dream how beautsful are the feet of them
that brng good tidings, but may never perhapsin &
Ifetime have the vision realised. The ministers of
Canada fedd how melancholy a tale thisis to tell: they
so feel, because they know they have seen the sad ef-
fects of this destitution,  To you these effects are mat-
ters of report ; to them they are matters of sorrowful
experience.  When the emigrant vessel sails from
your shores with hier numerous complemens of passen-
sers, we know that you regard the depariure of so
nany of your bret-ren for a foreign land with deep
oticitude ; but did you possess a foller knowledge of
the unfavourable circumstances, as respects their souls,
1o which many of them were to puss, your solici-
wde for them would be deeper sull  Deprived  theic
iew seitlunents of those means of grace, whose bene-
fts they enjoyed at home, it is inconccivable to all,
save those who have witnessed it, with what rapidity
hey sink into a state of spiritual torpor and death.
Not that those who have ever had any deep sense of
the valye of their souls yicld themselves to this down-
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ward course without many strugglings of conscience.
At first, perhaps, they are keenly alive to the disad-
vantageous chauge they have made 1 respeet of spi-
ritnal things; and under a feeling of slarm at the in-
difference which they perecive to be steahng over them,
they send forth many an imploring cry to the peopl
of this country 10 come over and help them; Lut ere
long, accustomied to the wunt of the preachung of the
Gospel and of pastoral superintendence, those uneasy
feelings pass away, and they become so dead as
scarcely to b2 sensible of any spinnnal want. M
gled with the adhicrents of the Man of Sin, and wuh
various denowminations of Protestants, many of whaon
it is to be feared have nothing of Christiamty but the
pome—exposed, 100, in many cases, to some of the
darkest forms of fanaticul delusion, they sink into the
habits and heahenism of those around them; and
their young fumilics that have been baptised mto the
name of Christ, are brougin up not for 1lim, but us s
they were the rightful subjects of the Kingdom of dark-
ness.  Deeply fecling those evils, the Church in C.-
nada hes thought of several 1emedies for their relicf.
One of these, und one m favour of which my breth.
ren are most desirous of enlisting your sympathies
and exertions, is the adoptio s of an enlarged 1unera
ting missionury scheme.  The adopuion of some such
scheme as this is loudly demanded by our neeessitaes,
in order that our people in  the vewoter and mme -
cessible distiicts may be prevented from sinking ino
utter spostasy.  Were these visited prompily by mis-
sionaries, many of them at lenst might Le reclaimed,
whereas, if let alone much longer, they will in al} tike-
lihood Le lost to us, as welt as to every other Church—
the feeble light yet ingeung among them will go whot-
ly out,and uttes darkness succeed. Aund heie it may Le
proper to explain why itis that my brethren have re-
commended it to me to direct attention to # scheme of
missionary rather than of ministerial labour.  Itisno
that ministers ave not wished for by the people, and
in muny iostances also by our ministers, but that a nus-
sionary agency is deumed moresuitable to the countsy
in its present state, At this moment there age many
bodies of people, in various purts of Loth provinus,
who wish to have regulurly ordamed nutistas saued
emong them,  In my own Presuytery, viz., tint ol
Kingston, there are four or five such bedies; and i
each of the other Presbyteries there is a gicater num
ber. 8o that were we to be guded soldy by the ex.
pressed wishes of the seutlers 1 muny places, not u
few pastors, if they could be found, might be mnme
diately settled.  Respecting the expediency of any ve
1y considereble number of such scitlewments, how-
ever, in the actual state of tlungs among us, giemt
hesitation would be felt.  Experience shows that ma-
ny evils may spring from a premature formation of the
pastoral relation ; that discomfort, and disappointment
and danger, both to minister aud people, may attend
the establishment of a Church where as yet there are
not spiritual materials 10 form one.  V'he desire for
pastors in  Canada is not ulways to be confounded

with a hungering for the bread of life; this were to
suppose the people vlready true Christians, w liercas
they are hut too generally yet in a stute of alienation
from God, aud nced to be converted.  In these circum-
stances the great desideratum for Canada, in the first
wstance, is felt 1o be u work of evangelisntion by pi-
ous and zealous missionaries, appointed for o longer
or mare limited period, to a certain assigned district,
wherewn they could form preaching stations for met-
g at on the Sabbath, and throngh the lengih and
breadth of which they enuld jtinerare at intervals,more
or less frequent—visiting  the scaticred homlets and
famities, encouraging and aiding them to form Sabbath
sckools and associutions for prayer, and teaching and
meacking i then as opportunicy was given. By this
means the whole lund might be reachied, and those of
our people, even in the most distant and neglected dis-
tricts, nught be awakened and insivucied ere yet they
were utterdy fost 10 the Church. By this means the
way might be opened up for the settlement of regular-
ly oidsined pastors, in pluces where at present such a
setthement would be of very doubtful expediency.
Since it still pleases God, by the foolishnesy of preach.
g, to save them that believe, and fuuth cometh by
hewring——as the fsithful missionary paformed his
wonted circuits through his assigued lovalty, saving
impressions would from time to time be left upon the
h aet of this and the otber individual or family, unul
assem lages of persons, readly concerned for their souls,
gather-d wound him in his progresses; and these, by
his panful and oft-vepeatrd lissons to them in the
trath of the Gospel, and in the order and discipline of
a Chliristinn Church, he might ere long Le able to form
into socictics really holding the truth—living upon it
themselvs s, and eag abile of holding it furth to thaar per-
ishing brethien mound them,  Shall 1 be here met
with’ the cold saying, “This is all wery well; Lut
where arc the means and the men necessary for the
prosecution of such an enterprise to e found?” That
the necessary means would be awamting, 1 do not be-
heve—all that 1 see in this land convinces me of the
contrary : and as to wen——in these times it has come
even to eas beyond e brond Atlantic how greatly the
Chuwich of Scoiland is revived—is it to be presumed
for o moment that the missionary spazit will cominue
at 50 low ap cbb, that few of ker preachieis will devole
themsulyes to the work of wirmag souts to Chiist in
a forergn land? Notwithstanding that she now necds
wany mose atourers for her home ministry than for-
merly. she has stfl u considerable body of unemployed
preachers ; and at o time bike this it might be expect-
od that nut a few of these would offer themselves to go
frth as mussionaics even 10 the heathen,  How
much more, then, might it be expected that they would
be made wiling 1o carry the message of salvation to
th.ir own people and kindred in the Colonies? Surely
when the Lord is pointing so distizetly to this field of
unssionary enterprise, and saying, “Whom shall 1
send, and who will go for us?” the Church will, at
this scason of awakened zeai and rekindled love, find
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many of her youthful sons to respond tothecall, # Here
am [, send me.” If we could not make this supposition,
waould 1t not s2am—] speok w.tha.l deference and hu.
miluy—as 1f the Licssedness thatis spoken of might be
called 1 question—as if, after all, there were not so
siear an approach to apostohc zeal as Liad been suppo-
std, That zcul endures not 1n quictness to see the
aesteuction of g people, its kindred.  Its breathings
are the breaslnngs of Paul——fur iuferior, indeed, 1t
may be, in degree, but yetthe same in kind, and, as
3n his case, they will be followed by vigorous action
~—* 1 suy the tewth an Chrst, 1 hie not, my conscience
bearing me witness 1 the Holy Ghost, that 1 have
great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heait;
for I could wish that myself were accursed from
Chuist fur my brethren, my kinsmen according to the
flesh.” 1 pray this Assembly to consider who are
the people fur whom their sympathy and their sacri

fices are claimed, They are your parishoners—scaice-
ly, perhaps, 15 there a parsh in Scotland that has
not sent foith more or fewer of them. God hath
wade of one blood alt the natons that dwell on the
face of the whole earth ; but those of whom we now
spenk to you are of your own blood in a stiict and
gpecial sense—they are bone of your bone, and flesh
of your flesh,  And have they not peculiar claims
upon your sympathy and your exeruons? Ilave
they not steopg rensons for expecting that you will
come over and help them under the infchestics of
thar condition in a foreign land—that you wall aud
lo obtain those means of grace wiuch shall gladden
ahe dieariness of their exile, and guide their steps
gowards the bLetter country beyond the grave? We
would dreprecate the recommending of one excellent
olject at the expense of another.  We have no wish
40 sce less done, but more, 1n any of those grand de-
paruments of Chnisuun phlanthropy that distinguish
tlus our day; yet we st say, while the Clurch at
Lome 15 awuakemng from her long lehargy, and feel-
Jng the obligation that is la.d upon her an this gene-
rut1on 10 repauir hey own desolations, to build new
eliurches, and to send forth addiuonal labuurers to
guther 10 and struct those of her cluldren who
have bien wandening as shicep without a shepherd—
and wlile she s also sending forth the hight of the
glorious guspel to the Heathen, shall she not feel
yet more decply her obhigation to gave of lier sub-
stance, and send forth spanitual labvurers 1nto these
most neglected regions of which we now speak, with
wlnch she 1s cunnccted by tics of such peculiar close-
ne>st Were shicto reluse to own and to act upon
this obligution how inelancholy the verdict that, ou
Sunptmal principles, nust then be pronounced upon
her!  “ I any piovide not for lisown, and especi-
ally for these of Lis own house, he hath denied the
fuith, and is worse than au infidel.” 1 pray you 1o
consider, not ouly whu those are for whom 1 plead,
but also what their circamstances have now for a
length of ume been. They have lung Leen suffering
under heavy afiliction, The lwnd of the Lozd has
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been heavy upon them, in common with the other
settlers, for a series of years past, Twice were they
visited with cholera, and that not in the comparatively
nuld form in which it was experienced here, but with
a virulence so great as to sweep away a fearful propor-
tion of the whole population.  Aid more recently, as
unhappily there is no need to inform you, they have
been kept in a state of continual alarm, partly from
civil commotion within, but more from hostile aggres-
sion on their borders by unprincipled and ruffian hordes
belonging to the United States, whose pretext has been
sympathy witn the suffering patriot, but their real de-
sign the murder and pillage of the subjects of Great
Butain, and that for no other reason than that they
were the subjects of Great Britain, fondly attached as
they well may be, to her invaluable institutions. And
i addition to these calamities, shared with the whole
population, the Presbyterian setilers have had afflic.
tions peculiar to themselyes. It is foreign tomy pre-
sent purpose, and happily it is rendered unnecessary
by the statements of your Committce in regard tothe
clergy reserves, to enter upan that subject, yet I may
stute that it has been a source of heavy trial to the set-
tlers of the Church of Scotland, to be not only excluded
from their undoubted constitutional right in this mat.
ter, but even loaded with the bitterest opprobrium for
asserting it. Do not these things plead powerfully
for your mterposition in our behalf in the way we
have asked 7 When one of the members of a rightly.
constituted family suffers, all the other members suffer
wuh 3t, and suffering wath it, seek its relief. It
15, alas! 100 true, that many of them, from having
been left so long destitute of those means of grace by
which the soulis quickened and kept alive, have sunk
into the slumber of indifference, and lost al) appesency
for the word of life fiom any quarter. But thisis
not the state of all, or even ofthe majority of our peo-
ple; and such is the strong attachment of the grent
proportion of them 1o the Church and forms of wor-
ship of their futhers, that the arrival among them of s
nussionary fiom Scotland is hailed with joy. Wha
astiong encouragement to this Church to send then
wssivnaries! True, this longing desire jn them fr
nunisters from you: may not spring from any real lore
to Gospel truth, but have its source merely in that fond:
ness with which they cling to apy thing associated
with the land of their natvity—with the home and
the habuude of their youth, but yet it furnishes &
great vantage-ground for bringing the Gospel to hes
upon them with effect, and should therefore come to
you with all the urgency of a direct call from Godto
sncroased zeal in devising and providing the means of
unnging the Gospel to their ears.  Shall this Chureh
sufuse the cali? Shall she hung back from the work
which her Lord hath committedto her, and with which
He hath given her every encouragement o proceed?
She may stand idle, but Satan will not be idle. 0o
the field where she declines 10 labour, he will have his
agents at woik, wheie she might have sownthe gool

seed, he will sow his taws; and where the happy
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fruits of righteousness might have grown, there will
be nothing but the noxious luxuriance of crror and un-
godliness deforming all thesoil. 1 nerd not inform
gou in what strength the Man of Sin hath entrenched
Jimself in the Cansdian provinces, or with what ae-
tivity he improves every advantage for extending his
conquests among our neglected population.  This is
only nne form of danger. Mormonism and other dark
forms of delusion have found their way into our land
from the neighbouring States of the Union, and have
led away many. The eucmy pauses not in his ope-
rations, and those who would come to our rescue
should know that they must come soon, or they will
come 100 late. At this moment the Church of Scot-
Jand hus an opening to the heaits of our people, more
favourable than is presented to any other Church, of
whichithe happiest advantage might be taken to bring
nigh 10 them that Word which subdues the heart to
the obedicnceof Christ. Butlet the Church of Scot-
land delay to improve this opening,and she may soon
find it shut against her.  In the interval of lier aban-
donment of those whom it was herduty to keep, the
wicked one may subject them to lis power, and shut
her out from their heasts, so that when she would
call them, they wiil not answer—when she would
atretch out her hand to them, they will nothear, 1have
tiespassed far too long upon the indulgence of the
House, but let my fathers and my brethren permit me
10 make one remark more, and I have done, Should
the Church of Scotland, at this season of apprehende
trouble, be little concerned to exemplify that liberal
spirit, #devising hiberal things,” with which establish-
ment and enlargement are so strikingly connected in
the whole Word of God,and inall the dispensations of
his providence? Rather is not this the only thing about
which she needs to be concerned? Be it that the fears
of many who love her are but too well founded—
that aflictions await her, Let her only be employed
in advencing the kingdom of her Lord throughout the
garth—let her only care be to approve herself a good
steward of the manifold grace of God—a fuithful mis-
sionary Church—a light in the world, holding forth
the Word of Life, and she may await in calmness the
fiery trial, for she shall sustain no real damage ; if
pass shenust through the blackness and tempest, the
preserce of Jehovah shall go with her, and she shall
‘come forth unscathed, to be yet more thaa in the times
that are pas, the joy of this land, and a praise in the
carth,

Rov. Mr. Crsrr moved that the Moderator do
from the chair express to the member of the Synod of
Canada, who has now addressed the House, the
thanks of the Assembly, and the deep interest which
the Assembly takes in the spintual condition of the
charches in connexion with the Synod of Cunada,
and their anxiety to do their utmost to promote the
spiritual intercsis of the Scutush settlers in that inter-
csting country,

Rev. Mr. Rosertsox of Ellon seconded the motion,
and begged to suggest, 1n addinon, that De. Lee should
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be requested to address n pastoral letter to the mem-
bers of the Synod of Canada.—Agreed.

Dr. Dewa said that justice would not be done to
the Synod of Canada until & deputation be sent to 12
under tl.e sanction of the General Assembly, and be
instructed to bring back such information as they
could collect regaiding the state of religion in those
provinees,

The MoperaTor—Mr. Machar, it isquite unneces-
sary for me, after the expression of fecling which
you have witnessed from every part of tins House,
1o say that the Gencral Assembly return their sincere
thanks to you for the communication you hiave now
made, aud thut we feel 2 most deep and most broth-
crly interest towards the Synod of Canada, and for
all of our countrymen who sojourn 1n that interesting
country ; thut we will doall wecan to promote their
spiritual interests; and that our regret 1s that wecan
do so linle, The interesting statement you have made
will stimulate our destres ; and Ido hope that in &
short tme you will find the voice which you have
brought across the Atlanue, calling on us to come
over and help you, responded to 1 the manner you
have yourself pointed out.

—

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN ENGLAND.
On Tucsday the 21st May, the Assembly, frter alia,
procecded 1o the consideration of a petition, state-
ment, and overiures anent the Synod ot the Presby-
terian Church in England in cunnexwon with the
Church of Scotland.

“That f'our petitioners have already received cer-
tain privileges at your band—thatthe ordained minis.
ters ul the Synud, by being licenuates of Piesbytenes
in Scutland, do olready enjuy pulpit and sacramen-
tal intercourse with their brethren—that, by a deliv-
erance of your Venerable Court in 1836, they possess
the privilege of giving an account of the state of reli-
gon amung them, and ol receving advice—and the
Synud is declared tobe abranch of your Church.

“That for reasons which they are prepared tostate,
your petitioners consider these privileges to be dnsuf-
ficient for the greatends of editying that part of the
budy ot Christ 1o which they have been sent—that
they are desirous of being placed 1n sull closer con-
nexion with the Assembly of the Church—and that
they humbly conceive that, were two minisiers and
two elders from the Synod in England, to be received
as currespunding members into the General Assem-
bly, with power tu deliberate and vote, tns would be
satisfactory to them, profitable to their people, and be-
neficial to the Church at large.

+May your Venerable Court be Elcased to grant
the prayer of their petilion, to the above effect.
+And your peuuoners will cver pray.
« Cuarues Tnomsox, Mods.
Avrexanper Musgro, Clk 8.
WirLianm Hasuwroxn, Elder.
Heon Rawen, L. L. D.
James R. Brown, D. D.”

This petition was followed by overtures {rom the
Presbytery of Aunan, the Synod of Stuiling, the
Synod of Glasgow and Ayrs, the Presbytery of lnver-
ness, the Presbytery of Sivauraer, and the Synod of
Moray, to grant to the Synod of Presbyterian church-

es 1 Englend the prayer ot their vetition,
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Ou the maotion of Mre Caudlisk, the deputstion
(the mipisters and elders who signed the penion)
were allowed to be heard at the bar,

Dr. Jases R, Brows said that not being awaire
that such a privilege would have been grantd tv the
depmiativn, he appeared before the Hoase withou,

reparation, and his stireamient Kould counsequen.y

¢ brief, It appears wus (aid Dr. 8.) vhat there
are cerlain great evils conuceied wah the »aie of
the Scoutish churches in Bagland—evils whiw
affect thu:e churches themselves, and wach we
humbly venture tu tiink aflcet cery materially tin
interests of the Chunh of Scotlnad ar laige.
“Whatever credat I may receive frum tius stateimens,
T beg 1o say that I concaive 1 am fully posutied m
waking #t from an earensive dequainiaie Wit the
opinions aof my bretheen ; and did they not conceive
that the interests of the Church at home were buphe
cated in the matter, their own persune! cubierns
would pot have mduced them to come forvand Wk
this petition on the present accasion,  Nowould be
absurd 1o deny that we bave not personal mileresis
involved in it, and ial we are auxons 10 advatice
them. Lt i3 well Koown to the magonty of the nea-
bers, that onr Chureh in England exesed antecedent
ta the Act of Union, bat ina very fanguid, teeble
ond ansatisfactory state. R is well Enowa, thast fram
temptations aud inducements which tanshatious o
Scotland presented 1o ordamed mnis.ers m Eglad,
that they very sarely fur any lengihened pertud eon-
tinsed i their churchies; and as changes are yei
constantly tuking place, the Scoutish per ple in Eug-
land are prevemed teum selting their sflecuuns vay
strongly on one individoal, aiways fearing that i
soon as they become altacked 1o Weir mamsicss, the
sacred and tender bond which would exi! betwern
them might be severed by the rewmovat of thest mn-
isters to the north. 1t wax in coaseguetsee of this thay
ocur Church bad for so long a prised remamned sn a
feeble and languid sime. I ightal o wienion nany
otlier evils conuected with our pecnliar Church, spen
as the extreme difliculty nhich e musters had 5o
carrying ovt in a proper way the full regulariy and
discipline of our nnioual Church. lu une well
known case the Presbytery of Lundun were obliged
10 proceed 1o actual deposition; but that was acevin-

lished nat by viviue of an inberent judicial poner
n ourselves as 3 court, but in virine of 4 el
docwment which had intrusted to us that paicular
sight; and inthe abhence of the powers and privi-
Jeges of a Presbytery i connexion with the Cutiee.,
various instances of heeesy had arsea wilan wur
baunds, imo whiclh the heentiates of the Clinich of
Scotland had fallen—~into grievous crrots tuspectiny
the person_and works of Christ, having gone il e
length of Socinians and Unitarians, and sall con -
nued to exercise an intluenee over a circds of var
Scottish communicams, all e while maiutauang
their license, and neglecting your otders, withuut 3t
being in vur power 1o put asiopothe evsl. I bigto
state to you the cxisience of cesiain other evils ol o
stilt more grievous characier, as sclahng mote an-
raediately to the Chureh at home. At the begintung
of the lant century, when the gquestivn of umiing i
two Kingdoms began to be agitaed, it iy well kuown
that the Chitreh of Scodaud was cxiennively opjraed
10 the Union of the two Ringdoms, A\ great ealomsy
existed lestthat measure by some means or ather
should be iurned to the prejudice of vur Natiunal
Establishunent, or cad in ity ultmate subversion,
Accordingly the Governmnent of that day were dis-
posed 10 go great lengihs in propitiating and in doing
what it could to disaom the natural projudices whics
the Church enicriained ; and oue of 1ie means was
the well Ruown one of pruviding that the Suversign
of the United Kingdom, on aceeding to theihrone,
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shonld, first of :d, 1ake the oathto the Church of
Suotland, and tins is the practice up to the present
day. Batwhat §wistoo maistain is, thay by passing
e Aet o Umon, the Scotish Parbiament became
moutporated with the Brish Parbiamsent. o virtge
at thes adaege praporinon vf eur nobniny and genury are
sent tpdu the mewvpals every vear, where, conting-
18w rescle tur o camiderable porion of each year
0 the diaeharge of the duties mctusted to them withe
v the aceredued ordinanees of the Clurch, the
restlt Lo been, that as you huve not these ordinances
{os hicny ty atiend, they have to a very considerable
extent felt vuur Chosch altozether, large portion
ol the Lusied moprictes of Scotland are now trens.
ierred Hrom your commamun o the communion of
ano her Charch, and, 1 reference o the Scottish
sobiliy who attend the Upper ttouse of Parliament
although they profess w by mensbers ot the Church:
o’ Seutlasad, ot more than uie or two of them cons
e to ateud wour uedinaticesin London. 1 conceive
tiat uns Chareb, o, ot the passiny of the Unon, she
bad terescen such an sstie, would have insisted
shat there <Louid be recugnised in London the accre-
dned wrdisances ot bier veligion, ot only for the zd-
camage ol her senawss and vubsiny, b ske would
fave wissted for 2 rentain wodticam of cadowed
churches in Loadon fur the spicitunl interests of her
uubiiiy atd gentry, whoare draficd away every year
troth Siwde neaessaty, that putemptaion mght be pre-
sended o them of abandening the communion of the
Church ot Scatland  Dow, weare told it 10 ask-
2 10 be copresented o tiis court as a Presbyiery of
the Courch of Scotland, we are puinng locth an
wiespedient claime~that we are propossng whatss an
aggiessive aut o the Church o) Englond.  ftis not
sy our case is amsutderstoud; at is not an aggres-
S0 a1t i> 2 Yemedia) aet wineh the Chareh vver-
lovked at the pasing of e Yuion, by not insting
att arraugements of the nature to which 1 bave alfud-
ed. “Fhe tune is now come when you shonld remedy
that orersigli ; and 1osicad of making an aggression
un the Church of England by deing su, you arconly
resarting o & reundeal measnre o prevent the withe
,dz.m.—:luf the prople of the Churel of Scotland from
by communion, o Keep them v wlnn your own pale,
which i yuur iy ig endeaveur to do by every
weans i your power.  What s the state of maners
e regaid 0 the Scatiish poprdavion in London at
this wmumunt b Phey constmne 2 farge and weahhy
putiv ol the counsntuay—ihey coustitute some of
the Most ctpent and vptent merenants in London—
Jihey consdtine the suss and daughicers of 1he mem.
bers awd nunisiers ol our Chureh, possesang large
iosonrees, iwal profesmng handly attachment to therr
wthive Church. You tul w teceiving from themn
dhatsupporion ihe proseeutivn of your great schemes
wiich you would recoive from them it your ordi-
uances were accradsted ahere.  Fhe nine asnow come
fur such a change—in regard 1 e preseat lemper of
the Unes—ia 1Tegasd (o antiens of great unport which
are aguased, and which are presed forward toaffect
the vitals of dis estabibmeat-the  tme is come
whea the Choreh vigit to be sepresented m London
axahie never fas becty, wnd there o bave a portion of
the taleut and Jearming which she can produce, 1
the Canrcih were put on a praper fovlinge:f we
were ta have the rightol beiny represented in the
Assembly, you wonld remove vhjechions which emi-
next nanisters have o coatining in the inetropolic
Nuow, although provision for the clergy there might
not he placad on a permanent faundation, yct, I may
add, from the history of the Church there for a
handied brgone years, all the mumsters have been
most steadity sod most vespectably supporied, and ia
many insances congregations have been adlels inain.
taia collepiate charges. 1 hunbly conceive these are
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indacements why the Church should cndeavour to
have lierself represented in the metropalis, by the
best tatents, and leaning, and piety whiet ske produ-
ces.  Atpresent you are put to the inconventenee ¢l
sending up deputations w Guvernaent, o tegard w
the Churches in your colonies, iu regaid to chuieh
extension. and o' her matters ot wnoiment  This it
be remedied it you had eninent indaviduals o yow
Chureh at the seat of the Coart, who could act as
your deputies, and thus save lhe Assembly much
wrouble and expense, and secure alswe to war Chiweh
there a supply of discreet and competent mipsters
Twill not intrude fatther on your time. T anght hiave
stated to you thatthe members of the Chureh vl Seot.
land, belonging to the Presbytery of Leondon, are
cordially attached to your constitution, and enxivus
to remain within your pale. L nay menton, also,
that within the last two or three years tius Presby-
tery has contributed £2300 to yuur fodian Mission.
If the Assembly are under any appacheasion that
they might be put o inconvenicnce and troable by
the bringing up of business from vur Courts an Eng.
land, were the prayer ot our petition gramed. mat-
tees could easily be arranged wihereby they would
be saved from any inconvenience or loss of tune
arising therefrom.  Qur condition i Esghand is por,
1 tear, generally aaderstood.  Therz is no jealonsy
in the Church of England in rezard to this muatier.
I have heard inquivies made by clergsinen ol the
Church of England whether we hud cuutiezwon wih
the General Assembly, and upoa being answered in
the negative, have expressed surprise that this was
not the case. Considerinz what we ask, [ do not sce
that it is an extravag.nt requeston our part, or that
it would be inexpedient in yoa o grant at, or that it
would be ctherwise than conducive to the very best
interests of the Church of Scoilanil.

Dr. Ruwraof Liverpoul saad, he was mowilling to
ke upthe time of the Assembly, atter the manner
in which the sabject had been wraduced by fus reve-
rend fricnd Dr. Brown; bat he should exeeedingly

sentences, he should be thought to show wamt of zeul
inan object so very dear to hun,  the pursait ol
which much of lusime bad been oceupred, at some
expense in money, and at sowme toss, penaps, in other
nol Unimporiant enjoyments,
is asimple one.  ‘The mhabuants of your parishes
are migrating to the metropohis and to the commer-
cial districts of England from time totime. Thereare
Scottssh churches exisung wn the ditierent large dis-
tricts who have ordained muniste)s, hut for the want
of that stinple union which we pray for, Seotseen
do not feed thaw sccurny that they wounld feel in com-
ing to the churches of thewr own communions We
want hut two wministers and two elders to tepresent us
inthis House. We only want some cviernal brdge
held wut to the peoplethat are m connexion with you.
We meet, no doubt, with an expressional’ yous pity
and your sympathy; but we are so circuwnsaneed
asto b= above your pity, however much we rejoice
in your syippathy ; and our fervent wish is that you
would cxercise pity on your own countzy peaple
who come into vurs, by providing them with §pwraual
advantages after the manner of theiv athess.
Jaave it to our frivnds in this Court to vindicate our
<ause.

Wintan Hamsirow, Esq., clder, said his great
anxicly for such a connexion as the Presbywcrian
Church in England so fervemly desired, was the
feeling he had on bebalf of the many voung men
who from ycar 1o year were sent fioin Srovland 1o
Loadon and the othier large conunercial eities in
England in pursuit of canployment, and but for thewr
spititual well-being he would not troubie the Youse

regret if, by abstaming from ofiering a few brel

The case (~aid Dr. B!
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by alling a word to what had been already stated.
1t had been often to him a subgect of the deepest sor-
row o witness, during the many years he had been
i Lemuton, the muhitudes ol promising young mnen
whocome in the pursuit ol an honest and honour-
WDle hiveliigod, withiont an intraduction to cunnect
thest with any of the Scotush elergymen seiiled
where, to guide them in ther spintual nterests,
though careving with them abundance to promote
tien worldly interests, ‘The consequence had been
that they seon began to spend the Sabbath-day in
pleasures oo eongenial 10 corrupted human nature,
wineh inereased with them to 2 habng, till at last they
left the Churches to which they were induced to go
at it and teo frequently, he was sorry to say, cast
oft a'tazether the restrinnts of religion. The great
object he had in view in appeanng in that House,
was a desire o promote the bestinteresis of his young
countrymen who sojouraed in London; and he'would
appeal to the eonscicnce of every member of the
Charel of Scouand, when he asked, what, as a
Chureh, had ske done tur the spirhual interests of
those mehividuals?  1le camesly entreated the Ase
setbly to extend their regatds to those individu-
als, that they might be encouraged to lollow the cx-
ample of their fathers.

Roev, Mo Ankx. Muenro, Manchester, alluded to
the dehiverance of the General Assembly in recog-
nising the Presbyteriag Chanch in England as be-
tonging o the Church of Scotland, and of giving
them e privilege ol coming to the Assembly for
advice 1 dutlicult matters, for which they felt grate-
tal; Lutthere was one areat objection in'the onlset—
the trath was thae they could not work out their own
deliverance~they did not know how to put into ope-
ration the machmery which the Assembly had given
them.  ‘There was no statement given in the delivers
ance ot the Assembly howthey were to come forward,
whether by petition, by delegates, or otherwise. To
yenable them o work out their deliverance, the As-
isembly auzht 10 allow them to be represented here.
What were their congregations bt the sons, and
daughbtess, and brothess of the Chureh of Scovtand ?
and it was of numense consequence to their congre-
gations that they should be placed on such a constitu-
ondl fuating, that they should be enabled to cometo
the Asscinbly and state what was most importaunt to
them, and also 1o the Assembly.  They did not wish
winerfere wuh the Assembly's conclusions, lacally
speaking=—they wished merely 10 be conuected with
the Chureh insuch a way as 1o cause their people to
feel a more hively mnterest in it—that they might feel
Leatiug Withan them the pulse of life that beats in the
heart of their mother Chureh.  In reference to cer-
tain ubjections that had been stated from time totime,
he would say that e considered it perfectly compe-
tent dour a Lunited number of correspondent members
to it with e Assewbly.  ‘They had members from
the fudian Charch. they had also sitting with them
thove who had been lately ministers of Chapels of
Ease; and he held a fortwori that it would be consti-
wtiunal fur the members of the Presbyvterian Church
af Eaglaod, their own l:icentiates, and perfeetly com-
petent, that they should sead a limited number to
represent them o the Assembly of the Church of
Sculand.

}

(To Lc continued )
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POETIRY.

REGISTER FOR JTNZ, ANCASTER, 1839,
WIRD.
M. A M P N,
93 Mostly cloudy, some rain in the evening,cececececseece W, N. E
83 Cloudy, orcasional rain, (slight,) ceeceiees ceeansennas Nu N,
90 Fair and cledr,ccceieiesscssavssovsrsancssnsavocscane 5. W. W,
93 Slight shower in the morning, day fair and cleaf,cveee ..

2

. N.W.
96 29. 0 .\Iistr, some drizzling rain,ceccseccccscsaccscsccesesss N. E. N, E.
59 62 29.05 *. 10 Partly cloudy, some moderate thunder showers,cesessaee W, S. w.
66 63 . 20 ¢ 03 Fair,partly cloudy,eeeeeeee svoseesteeecsccescssssccss Wo W,
58 67 “ 0028, 86 Misty, rainy A. M. cloudy fair P. M ciieevrniases W. W,
65 63 28.85 ‘L 92 Clully,.ceseenctccacsscsscasconsecsccase S. W.wW,
10 706 70 . 98 « 95 Parlly cloudy,... W. W
11 68 63 ‘. 93 * 99 Cloudy, sseouscas .o ..o N W.N. W,
12 49 50 29. 05 29. 01 Misty,withdrizzling rain,and thunder,A.M. clondyP.M. N, E. N. E
13 57 52 25. 87 28, 95 MiStY,eceeseceresecosctsessscassasssscasssscssesasess B S. E
14 60 60 29. 00 *, 93 Fair and clear,...o.s. «N. W.W.
15 65 52 98.93 «. 88 Windy, a shower P. M «.S. E NW
16 61 62 . 94 « 93 Fair, partly cloudy,.... .S. E S E
17 63 60 . 95 * 85 Fair, slight haze, Windy,ceeeeeecoscorscacecas «S. W.W.
18 63 53 « 70 * SO Windy, cloudy, a shower in the MOINING,eceseee coveseee W. N W,
19 60 61 . 83 ¢ 83 Fair, partly cloudy,Windy,cecssvsevesesssscecssesscess 8. W.S. W,
20 61 39 .86 . 83 Smoky, A. M., rainy,P. Mejeacesceoieiacscescscsscase No N. W.
21 61 60 .81 ¢, 6] Cloudy, cacerenrioressrsserecsasacccasoscsocasareeceer S W.S.
22 53 57 .83 . 92 Fuirand €ledl,e secesescsscscscsscresaccsssaccccsane S S.
23 57 62 .95 * 96 Do. O.co0oreteecstetcsacecatescvasccssscscses W.W.
24 60 61 29 0029. 05 Do. Oveeeocssovercccastsccssoe sasonasossscce We W.
2 64 63 . 14 13 Do, d0icececsccrcactene sosoresasctsisccsccans S.
2% 672 63 ‘.13 *“ 05 DO,  d0.tecscereccccscasicesascsvacscssccsccoce N.
21 58 60 28. 88 28. 78 Misty, rainy, thunder,seeecceccsrcccsisosesssnsacssass No N.
28 61 62 . 77 . 93 Misty,some drizzling TaiNjecssseccrtcicscscecsssssese N E. N E
29 66 71 29,0329 07 Fair and CledT,cceceesecesecessscscesssscscssasassssse S0 W. S,
30 72 71 .12 %13 Do, Oiocoeecsccaatacscecsceasssstosasssscnss S

— ———

Means, 60 7 59 8 28,945 28,945.

Mean Temperature of Month 60 25—highest 83 2 —lowest 422,

e S ————— ey

POETRY.

THE EVENING SACRIFICE.
From the Chtistian Keepsake.
Calm is this hallowed hour!
And swect the sacred joy our spirits know,
‘When we approach to that Eternal power,
Before whose footstool thus welove to bow.

Lowly we bend the knee
Before that God whose arms the world uplold,
His worship sacred, and his service free,
His mercy boundless, and his love untold,
Then, earth, how vain thy toys!
How short and momentary all thy bliss !
How feail! how tr t all thy b

Saviour of sinners, hear!
Beam on our souls with thy divinest light;
Implant within our hearts thy holy fear,

And guide our loitering, wandeiing footsteps right,

THE CELESTIAL CITY.—Rsv. xxi.
From the same,

There is a city built on high,

In that bright world where seraphs sing;

And there the children of the sky

Their honour and their glory bring.

Tis wallg al! precious stones combine

{ts gates their leaves of peard unfold,

'™ | joys ]
How sad thy happiest hours compared with this !

Its holy mansions far outshine
Transparent glass and burnished gold,

‘Within its streets no temples rise,
Tts temple is the God of grace;
No sun is needed in its skies,

Its light is from Immanuel’s face,

There dwells the church in heavenly rest;
Their glorious bodies formed anew ;
Their spirits with his image blest ;

Their numbers more than morning dews
In that bright city T would dwell ;

‘With that blest church the Saviour praise,
And safe, redecmed from death and hell,
Sit at his feet through endless days.

Rev. Joux AvexaNprz.
¢« THY KINGDOM COME.”
From the same.
Hnsten, Lord, the promised hour,
Come in glory, and in power,
Stil] thy fires are unsubdued,
Nature sighs to be renewed,
Time bas nearly reached its sum,
Al things, with thy bride, say come !
Jesus, whom all worlds adore,
Come, and reign for evermore.



