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The Cloging Hear.

@;‘Eha years roll on with swift and steady,
pace We are making history whether
we will or not. 'We cannot sitstill in this
great and glorious Universe where God, our
Father, js ever working to bring to pass
His purpises. For our ewn Church, the
closing year has been one of deep peace
and earnest work. No part of the church
has fallen behind : no part but shows some
progress. From month to month our own
columns testify to the activity, the energy, the
liberality of ministers and people. Colleges
are being endowed, ehurches and manses
built, new congregations organized, new
missions opened, fresh ground broken. Qur
Assembly, our Synod and Presbyteries all
show how deeply in earnest our Church is
in the work the Master has given her to do.
She canBot betoo much in earnest. Ag-
gressive gvangelism is the condition of a
healthy and happy existence. Qur Church,
as & united church, is now over thirteen
years old, and each year has added strength
to the conviction that the union was from
the Lerd. It has been the means of widen-
ing the chureh’s sphere of usefulness,
increasing her influence for good at home,
and enabling her to enter with redoubled
snergy upon the heathen field, Looking
back one year or thirteen years, we find

ground enough to thank God and take
courage. The Church is true to her calling ;
the people show a healthy growth in Iiber-
ality ; the Gospel in its purity is preached
from our pulpits; »ultitudes respond tu
the Gospel call. That the coming year
may be a year of still more abundant bless-
ing,—that the Presbyterian Church in Can-
ada and all her sister Churches may have
peace and prosperity is our ardent prayes.

This has been a memorable year for the
Presbyterian Chureh. It is the two Lun-
dredth anniversary of the ¢ Glorious Rev-
olution of 1688.” In summer, a Presbyterian
Council assemnbled in which were represent-
atives from nearly every Presbyterian Church
in Christendom. A Union of Presbyterians
has been formed in Brazil and in Japan,
and negotiativns are in progress elsewhere.
Thus the old harriers are being removed,
and the Lord is preparing His Church for
increased labours,—perhaps for increased
suffering.—1It is the three hundredth anni-
versary of the defeat of the Invincible “Ar-
mada ” which was intended i0 sweep away
every vestige of Protestantism and liberty out
of the British Isles, and to bring the people
intv obedience to the Pope, by the thumb-
screw and the rack, the stake and the gallows.
The Lord blew, and they were seattered. It
becomes us this year to note the progress oi
our Church since the date of the Armada, and
especially since the Revalution of 1688,
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The Landing of SVl of Orange.

UST one hundred years after the des-
% truction of the Spanish Armada, came
the Great Revolution to which we owe our
civil and religious liberties and oux national
prestige. Charles II, one of the most
despicable monarchs that ever sat on the
English throne, died in Febrr -y, 1685.
Says Cunningham —“He degraded Eng-
land from a first class power into a pension-
er of France ; he inflicted greator sufforings
upon Scotland than any monarch before or
since ; he scandalized the whole country by
his open profligacy ; and finally he gave the
lie to the religion he had professed all his
life, by receiving on his death-bed the
sacrament from a Roman Catholic priest.”
James I of England, and of Scotland VII,
brother to the late King, succeeded to the
throne, and in his first address to his Privy
Council promised to * follow the example
of so0 good and gracious @ King!” Thishe
did with a vengeance. The most savage
persecutions ensued. Himself a Roman
Catholic by education, he determined from
the first to promote despotism and popery
in the kingdom. Things went on from
bad to worse, until firally they reached a
climax which a high-spirited and down-
trodden people could no longer tamely
endure. The kingdom was ripe for reve-
lution. Prince William of Orange belonged
to the house of Nassau ; by maternal descent,
he was & nephew of James II, and was
married to his eldest daughter ; but for the
claims of *the Pretender,” he was the next
heir to the crown of Britain. He was born
at the Hague in 1650, and while still a
young man had earned a brilliant reputation
as a soldier and statesmaa. In their cxtre-
mity, the Protestants of the United King-
dom instinetively set their Learts on this
illustrious prince, in whom they saw the
heroie qualities of head and heart that were
needed just then to meet the emergency.
For some time, William himself had been
weighing the chances of successin the event
of his throwing himself into the contest.
When, therefore, the invitation reached
him, asking him to take upon himself the
great enterprize of emancipating a nation
from spiritual bondage, he was prepared to
accept the responsibility. Against him, be-

sides James II and his minions, were Aus-
tria, Spain, France, and the Vatican; but,
on the other hand, he was encouraged by
the whole Protestant portion of Europe. In
order to justify his undertaking in the cyes
of the world, he published a declaration, in
which he enumerated the oppressions under
which the English nation groaned and the
reasons which moved him to undertake its
deliverance.

On the 19th of October, 1688, William
embarked at the Hague, and the Dutch
fleet, consisting of {fifty-two men-of-war,
twenty-five frigates, with other smaller ves-
sels, and an army of some 15,000 soldiers,
sailed for England. TFrom the mast-head of
his own ship floated an English flag, em-
blazoned with the arms of Nussau, surround-
ed with tho legendary motto, * Ifor the Pro-
testant Religion and Liberties of England,”
and beneath, the motto of the house of
Orange, * Je maintiendral” He had a
goodly following, Besides the Count of
Nassau and other Dutch and German com-
manders, there were with him many of
those English and Scottish noblemen and
gentlemen whom persecution had compelled
to flee to Holland and France. The fleet
cncountered a severe storm during eight
days and had to put bhack for repairs, but
at Jength, on the 3rd of November, it had
crossed the Channel, and on the 5th, it was
safely anchored «in Torbay. Assoon as it
was known that William had lenaded and
was advencing towards London, the enthu-
siasm of the common people knew ne
bounds. The next to declare themselves
for him were the landed gentry, and, lastly,
many of the nobility. Six weeks later,
James II was a fugitive, and the country
was free,

** Freedom's hattle once begun,

Bequeathed by bleeding sire to son,
Though baffled ott, is over won.”

Biissiomuey Culiwet”

Mgs. MARGARET WILSON.

;N a previous number of the ZRecord

(Fobruary, 1885) there is sketch of the
life of Rev. Dr. John Wilson of Bombay,
who commenced his brilliant carcer of nearly
half a century in India in 1828. In that!
year ho was married to Margaret Bayne, ay
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daughter of the Rev. Kenneth Bayne of
Greenock, Scotland, and sister of the late
Dr. Bayne, for twenty-five years a distin-
guished minister of tho Presbyterian Church
of Canada at Galt, Ontario. Mrs. Wilson,
who ranked among the noblest heroines of
British inissionaries, died in Bombay in
1835. Tho following memoir is taken from
the funeral sermon preached by her hus-
band on the 7th of May in that year—‘ It
was,” he said, “the desire of her heart,
when a union was formed between us, to
cheer and cncourage me, to take part with
me according to her ability and the giace
which God might give to her, in the great
work of evangelizing the heathen, to which
T had locked forward ; and with a view to
accomplish these objects, she presented
herself as a living sacrifice on the altar of
God, vowing in His sacred presence that she
would devote to His cause, her persen, her
acquirements, her time, her strength and
her substance. With a heart burning with
zeal for the glory of God and comspassion
for the souls of men, she crossed with me
the stormy ocean, and came to this cuuntry,
which she did not view, like many, as a place
of temporary and reluctant exile, but which
she adopted as her home, in which she
wished to live, to labour, and die. With the
greatest ardour she entered on the study of
the mnative languages and persevered in it
amidst every distraction, till her acquire-
ments in the two most important spoken in
this quarter, Marathi and Hindostani, en-
abled hexr with ease and effect to communicate
instruction respecting the true God and
Jesus Christ. The difficulties arising from
superstitious custom and corruptec feeling,
she found to be numerous and formidable;
but she resolved to encounter them. She
ingtituted and organized no fewer than siz
female schools, containing an average of
between 150 and 200.scholars. She trained
the teachers, making the most unlikely
instruments the most efficient in the mis-
sion. Principally at her own expense, and
with a great expenditure of strength, she
visited the scholars and parents at their
homes, thus engaging their affections and
securing their 1ttendance ; and she daily
spent several hours in the schools, pressing
home divine truth and praying with the
scholars. She frequented the asylums for
the poor, with the view of instructing their

destitute inmates, and was always ready and
willing to assist in the Sunday schools.
During the long jowrneys which I under-
took throughsut the country, she managed
with fidelity and prudence the general
concorns of the mission, and was a principal
attraction to many of my native visitors,
particularly to those distinguished for educa-
tion and intelligence. She wrote several
striking papers in native periodicals, and to
her pen the “Oriental Chyistian Spectator” is
indebted for its brightest pages. Sho has
left Marathi translutions and compositions,
prepared during the last year and a half of
her life, almost all in a «tate ready for the
press, in a quantity almost as great, if we
except translations from the sacred Serip-
tures, as were ever published by any mis-
sionary who has yet come to the west of
India. The graces of the Christian character
were conspicuous in her whole deportment.
Her prayers for the nourishment of the
divine life in her own soul, and for success
in the propagation of the Gospel, prevented
the rising sun, and engaged many of her
midnight houxs”

Services such as Mrs. Wilson rendered to
the cause of Christianity in Bombay could
not fail to be highly appreciated, for fow
females ever did more. They were sexrvices
which any man in the prime of life, and in
the vigour of health might be proud of
having rendered. During her last illness,
her prayers for her children were most
carnest and touching. ¢ She agonized with
God for their sanctification.” When she
could no longer guide her own pen she
dictated her last letter to her  beloved
Andrew,” saying o him,~In a few hours
I hope to be with Jesus, and with all the
glorious company of the redeemed. I am
transported at the prospect of what awaits
me. I have often commended you to Jesus ;
and I do so now in more solemn circum-
stances than ever, with nothing but eternity
before me. I have prayed God to inspire
you with zeal to become a missionary to the
heathen in this land. No work at present
seoms to me so important and glorious as
the work of a missionary. But my prayers
will be of no avail, if the divine spirit does
not put it into your heart. Pray then, my
dear children that the Lord may put it into
your heart to follow the footsteps of your
beloved father. What I say to yeu, I say to
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my beloved Johnny, I commit you to God.”
Having put her name to this letter with her
own hand, sho lail down tho pen never
more to take it up, and said “now I am
ready to die.” Two days before her death,
referring to this letter, she remarked,—*1I
view it as a legacy to my dear children,
immensely more precious than that of silver
or gold, houses and lands,” The Life of
Mrs. Wilson, written by her husband, is
one of the most inspiring missionary biogra-
phies in the language.

Houselold SPords..

FELLOW-LABOURERS WITH ST..PAUL.

“Those women which laboured with me in
the Gospel, and others of my fellow-labourers
whose names are in the book of life.”

They lived and they were useful; this we
know,
"And naught beside ;
No record of their names is left {o show
How soon they died;
They-did their work and then they passed
avay
’;}.n unknown band,
And took their places with the greater host
In the higher land.

Andwelge they voung, orwere-they growing

ola,
Or ill or well;

Or lived in poverty, or had much.gold,
No one can tell.

One-only thing is known of them : they wcre
Faithful and true

Disciples of the Lord, and strong . through.

prayel;r
o-save and do.

But what avails the gift of em(Pty fame ?
They lived to God.

They loved the sweetness oi(‘tanother name,
And gladly tro

The mugged ways of earth, that they- might he-
Helper or friend,

And in the joy of this their ministry

. Be spent and_spend.

No-glory clasters round their names-on-earth,
But in God’s Heaven
Is kept-a book of names, of greatest worth,
) And thereis given
A place for ail who did the Master pleass,
Although unknown,
And their lust names shine forth in brightest
© Tay8

Before the throne.

0 take who will the boon of fading fame
But give to me

A place»amonrg the workers, though my*name
‘orgotten be;

And if within the book of iife is found |

My lowly place,
Honour and glory unto God redound |
for all His grace! 4
MARIANKE FARNINGTAM,

JEHOVAH'S CHARIOTS.

‘When He rides out in His morning chariot
at this season, about six o’clock, he puts go:den
coronets on the dome of cities, and silvers the
rivers, and out of the dew makes a diamond
ring for the finger of every grass blade, and
bids good cheer to invalids who in tho night
said :—Would God it were morning.” Sfrom
this morning cloud chariot He distributes
light, light for the earth and light for the hea-
vens, light for the land and light for the sea,
groat bars of it, great wreathes of it, great col-
umns of it, a world full of it. Hail Him in
worship as every morning He drives outin
His chariot of morning cloud, and cry with
David, “My voice shalt Thou hoar in the
morning, in the morning will I direct my
prayer unto Thee and look up,” Irejoice in
these Scripture ejaculations, “Joy cometh in
the morning,” *“ My soul waiteth for Thee
more than they that watch for the morning,”
“If I take the wings of the morning;” ¢The
eyelids of the morning,” ‘“The morning
cometh,” “ Who is she that looketh forth as
the morning ?* “ His going forth is propared
as the morning,” ¢ As the morning spread on
the mountains,” * That thou shouldst visit
him every morning.” What a mighty thing
the King throws from His chariot when he
tbrows us the morning!{

Yea, He has His evening cloud chariot. It
is made out of the saffron and the gold and
the purple and the orange and the vermilion,
and upshot flame of the sunset. That is the
place where the splendours that have marched
through the day, having ended the procession,
throw down their torches and set the heavens
on fire. That is the only hour of the day when
the atmosphere is clear enough to let us see
the wall of the heavenly city, with its twelve
manner of precious stones, from foundation of
Jjasper to middle strata of sardius, and on up
to tho coping of amethyst. At that hour, with-
out any of Elisha’s supernatural vision, we see
horses of firo and chariots of fire, and banners
of fire and ships of fire, and cities of fire, seas
of fire, and it seems as if the last conflagration
had begun, and there is a world on fire.
When God makes these clouds His chariot,
let us all kneel. Another day past, what have
we done with it? Another day dead, and this
is its gorgeous catafalque. Now is the time,
for what David called tbe “evening sacrifice,”
or Daniel called the “evening oblation.” Oh!]

LI AN ey L
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oh! what a rhariot made outof evening cloud ?
Have you hang over the taffrail on the ocean
and reen this cloudy vehicleroll over the pave-
ments of & calm summenr eea, the wheels dxip-
ping with the magnificence? Have you from
the top of Ben Lomond or the Cordilleras or
the Berkshire Hills seen the Jday pillowed for
the night, and yet bad no aspiration of praise
and homage? Oh, what a rich God we have,
that he can put on one ovening sky pictures
that excel Michael Angelo’s “Last Judgment”
and Ghirlandjo’s “ Adoration ofthe Magi,” and
whole galieries of Madonnas, and only for an
hour and then throw them away,and thenext
evening put on the same sky something that
excels all that the Raphaels and the Titians
and the Rembrandts and the Corregios and
the Leonardo da Vincis ever executed, and
then draw & curtain of mist over them never
again to be exhibited! How rich God must
be to have a new chariotof clouds, every.even-
ingl—Talmage.

INSUFFICIENCY.

Brethiren, I am conscious that I have not
preached as I ought to have preached this
morning. Ihave Deen mastered by my sub-
ject. 1 could git down alone and picture my

ivino Master on the cross. I delight to do
go. It is my comfort to meditate on Him. I
see Him hanging on the tree, and carefully
survey Him, from His head, encircled with
the thorns, down to His blessed feet, made by
the nails to be fountains of crimson blood. I
have wapt behind the cross .t the marks of
the dread sceurging which He bore ; and then,
coming to the front, I have gazed upon His
pierced hands, and lingered long before that
opened side. Then I feel ag if I could die of a
plessing grief and mournful joy. O, how I
then love and adore! But here, hefore this
crowd, I am a mere ligper of words—words
which fall far below the height of this great
argument. :

Ah me! ahme! WI® among the sons of
men could £tly te!! you of His unknown ago-
nies, His piercing anguish, His distraction
and heart-breaking? Who can fully interpret
that awful cry of * Eloi, Eloi, lama sabach-
thani ?—My God, my God, wby hast Thou
forsakken me?” Alone, I can hide my face,
and bow my head; but here, what.can I—0
Lord, what can Thy servant do?

“Words are but air, and tongues but clay,
And Thy compassions are Divine.”

I can not tell of love's bleeding, love’s agony,
love's death! If the Foly Ghost will_ gra-
ciously come at this time and put me and my
words altogether aside, and setmy Lord before
you, evidently crucified among you, then shall
1 be content, and you will go homethoughtful,
tender, hating sin, and therefore more deeply
happy, more sincerely glad, than ever before.
The Lord graut it for hisname’ssake. Amen,
—Spurgeon.

SPEAK TO THEM.

...A young lady called to see a friend who was
ill, and on leaving, one ¢€the children, a sweet,
intelligent little girl, took hier down stairs, She
was her own especial favorite and pet, and yet,
being naturally of an extremely reserved dis-
position, she had never spoken one word to her
on the subject of religion. Looking down into
the thoughitful, loving eyes under asudden im-
pulse, she asked the quostion : “ Maude, my
darling, do you love Jesus?”

To her astonishment the child stopped ab-
ruptly, and drawing her into a room which
they were passing, she shut the door, and
clinging closely to her, burst into a flood of
tears. Looking up at last with 2 glad, happy
face, she said : “ Miss Alice, I have been pray-
ing for siz months that you would speak to me of
Jesus, and now you have! Every time I have
been to your house I hoped you would say
something, and I was beginning to think you
never would.”

It was keen reproach to her friend, and one
that she never forgot.

. How many poor, sad, seeking souls, like
little Maude, wonder why Christians never
speak tothem of the things nearest their hearts!
O Christian, why do you neglect to let your
light shine, and guide these weary wanderers
home to God.—Selected.

~ CONCERNING SIN:

Do you suppose that sin is to be driven-out
of the human heart by some fine fancy, some
sontiment, some easy method? Until youn
know what sin is, the Gospel will be an extra-
vagant and unmeaning tragedy. If thereisa
mystery in redemption, there isequally a mys-
tory in sin. This is the medicine that follows
thedisease. Herein ig the solution of the mys-
tery of the Cross. The ghastly Cross follows
the ghastly sin ; the tragedy of redemption is
God’s answer to the tragedy of crime. You
find nothing in the atonement in the way of
mystery that you do notfind in theway of sin.
God could not guide us away by <oft words
from the chains of hell. It could only be done
by blood. You havebeen thinkingsina trifle.
I wonder not, then, y~u have been thinking
the Cross a tragedy extravagant beyond the
necessity of the case. If you bave been call-
ing sin “‘infirmity,” “mistake,” I wonder not
that you are frightened by the awful transac-
tions that are here in the four gospels. You
need the whole blood of the whole heart ofthe
dying Saviour to help thee to get rid of sin
zland Kt; be delivered from its bondage.—Joseph

arker.

—A ledyonce asked Mr. Wesley : * Suppose
you knew that you were to die at12 o'clock to-
morrow night, how would you spend the inter-
vening time?” ‘“How, madam? Why, just
as I intend to spend it now. I should preach
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this evening at Gloucester, and again at fivel Dr. Burns, in replying to the address of

o'clock to-morrow morning ; after that Ishouid
ride to Tewksbury, preach in the afternoon,
and meet thesocieties in the evening. Ishould
then repair to friend Martin's house, who ex-
pects to entertain me, converse and pray with
the family as usual, retire to my room at ten
o'clock, commit myself tomy heavonly Father,
lie down to rest, and wake up in glory.”

The Guinvgelicad AUiance,

e

OT since the memorable meeting of the
Evangelical Alliance in this city, in
1874, has there been any thing like the
series of meetings held last month in
Montreal, for the discussion of the great
sacial and religious problems of the day. It
was truly an Ecumenical Conference, in
whieh all the Protestant Churches of the
Dominion were well represented, and in
which there was unfettered oxpression of
opinion without a single discordant note.
The programme had been very carefully
prepared, and was a most attractive one.
All the arrangements were excellent, and
were carried out without a hitch of any kind,
thanks to the skill and indefatigable in-
dustry of the Secretary, Rev. William
Jackson.

Sir Wiouiam Dawsox presided at the
inaugural meeting. Proressor SHaw of the
Montreal Wesleyan College delivered the
addressof welcome to the delegates, to which
responses were made by Rev. DR. Burns of
Halifax and Mr, W, E. Dobgsg, president
of the Evangelieal Society of the United
States. The topics discussed at the sub-
sequent meetings were the following :—
Current Unbelief, Capital and Labour,
National Perils, Roman Catholicism in
Cunada, Romanism in relation to Xducation,
Romish Dogma, a Source of Religious,
Social, and National Peril, Co-operation in
Christian Work, and The Church in Relation
‘to the Evangelization of the World. Those
of our readcrs who would like to have a full
aud aceurate veport of the proceedings,
should procure a copy of the official volume
published by Messrs. W. Drysdule & Co.
Montreal, in which nearly all the papers
and addresses are reproduced verbatim, Ip
will be found exceedingly useful for future
reference.

weleome, gave forth no uncertain sound. Hig
speech was brilliant, as it was uncompromising,
and riveted attention. Itwasa call“ Lo Arms”]
Speaking of the main objects of the Conference;
he assured the meeting that they wereen aged
in no mere sham fight, but in a stern and un-
bending roality. They had but to burnish and
sharpen up their weapons, and to consider
what farther should be adopted in prosecuting
this holy war. The Cuaptain called to arms,
but how many, he asked, in these compro-
mising times, would respond to the call? How
many of them, instead of donning their arms,
talked of charity and tolerance, which were
too often cloaks of corruption or woven guises
under which to betray with the Judas kiss.
In these days of seducing spirits no man
should deceive them with smooth words. The
enemy was at the gates,—unconditional sur-
render was the word. Let there bo a mighty
advance all along the line, and with one
decisive blow strike terror into the camp of
the evil one. Above all, they should be at
peace among themselves, and there should be
no fraternizing with the foe. What though
their regimental facings might differ? Their
Captain and their cause were all one, and
with unyielding faith in both let them battle
on to the end.

Dr. Macrae of St. JoLn, N. B,, was chairman
of the first business meeting and introduced
thie topic of the day—Current Unbelief in afow
well-weighed sentences. The papers read by
Chancellor Burwask, of Victoria University,
Cobourg, and Dr. H. J. Van Dyke of New York,
were both admirable. The Relations of Capital
and Labour were discussed from a practisal
standpoint by Rev. Dr. Washington Gladden
of Columbus, Ohio, Hon. Senator Macdonald of
‘Toronto, and Mr. George Hague of Montreal.
Differing in some of their premises, all three
came to the same conclusion, that “ employers
and employed are equally in need of the Gosa-
pel and the controlling influence of Christian-
ity.” Dr. John Hall, of New York, addressed
himself to Sabbath Desecration as one of the
most formidable and insidious of national per-
ils. In the course of his grand speech, he said
that it was comparatively unimportant which
day of the seven should be ohserved as the
day of rest. “We need a day of rest. The
physician says it i3 good for the budy, and
what is good for the body is good for the soul
Farmors say it is good for the beasts of the
field. Bianco, the poor Italian, who came to
Ireland peddling knickknacks, and afterwards
became the owner of the greatest transporta-
tion system of the United Kingdom, deposed
bofore a royal commission that far more use
could be had from horses by working them
six days and letting them rest the seventh,
than by working them all the week through.
For man and beast it is gcod to rest. ¢Re-
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
Holy in your house, holy in your private lifa,
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holy in everythin&; you do and think upon that
day. Keep the day holy. It matters little
whether it be the soventh or the first. The
disciples of Christ d'd not keep the day of His
death, the day of His entombment, but the
day of His resurrection, when He re-appeared
unto the multitude as the Christ of tho Sab-
bath. Perhaps yousay: ‘Have wonotheard
enough of Puritans and people who make their
children do things on Sunday which are dis-
tasteful to them.’ But because children find
the catechism difficult, is it a reason that they
should not learn it? and because they aro
ready to raise the cry, ‘the rule of three does
puzzle me and fractions make me mad, is it a
reason that they should not learn mathemat-
ics at all. 1 was brought up in that way. We
were not allowed to see a newspaper on Sab-
bath day, and were taken to church as often
as we could. Then we said the catechism to
our father, our mother answering lika the rest.
I found that a little irksome at times, but
now that I am a father, and a grandfather at
that, I call it the greatest blessing the Lord
ever bestowed upon me.” Bishop Fullvws, of
Chicago, spoke on the evils of intemperance,
and Dr. James Robertson, of Winnipeg, on the
disadvantages t¢ Church and State of promis-
cuous immigration. ¢ Canada,” he said, “ had
been made a ‘dumping-ground’ for some of
the worst criminal classes of Europe, without
any attempt being made, on our part, to ascer-
tain whether those seeking their homes in Ca-
nada had spent their former days in a work-
house or in a prison. The fureign element is
a standing menace to all free institutions; it
geoks to control the votes of the people, and
many existing evils may be traced to this im-
pure admixture.’ .

Roman Catholicism, under varied aspects, oc-
cupied a large ghare of the time anc attention
of the Conference. A whole day was devoted
to it, and it was handled ‘ without gloves’ by
such veteran chawmpions of Protestantism as
Principal Barbour, of the Congregational Col-
lege, Montreal ; Principal MacVicar and Rev.
Thecdore Lafleur, of Montreal; Dr. Wilkams,
Dr. Dewart, Dr. Potts, and_Rev. G. M. Miligan,
of Toronto; Dr. Lathern, of Halifax ; Dr, Moxom,
of Boston, and Dr. J. 3. King, of New York—
the speech of the last named being a master-
piece of eloquence, and, to ourown way of think-
ing, only surpassed by Dr. Macpherson, of Chi-
cago, in his splendid extemporaneous address
on the HoMp Bexprits oF FOREIGN MIissions.
Dr. Sims, Chancellor of Syracuse University,
N.Y,, also made a magnificent speech on the
Element of Personal Character in Christian
Usefulness.

The practical outcoms of the Conference was
the organization of a Dominion Evangelical
Alliance, of which the Hon. John Macdonald,
of Toronto, was elected President, which, it is
confidently beliaved, will prove to be an im-
portant factor in promoting Christian Union,
ra the diffusion of intelligent zeal for the pro-

motion of true and undefiled religion through-
ont the Dominion and throughout the world,
and in conserving the civil and religious lib-
erties of the people.

—

BENEFITS OFF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The following is an outline of Dr. Macpher-
son’s address, as reporled in the Montreal
Daily Witness :—

Dealiny directly with the wopic, which he
dealt with from the home standpoint, he said
it was a fundamental principle of Christianity
that every man ought to be a Christian, every
Christian a missionary, and

Every Crvrcrm A MiSSION STATION.

Any attempt to aggrandize either foreign or
home mission worl at the expense of the other
is a sinful mangling of the body of Christ.
The whole world is the field for every man.
‘The starting point is home —“beginning at
Jerusalom ”—charity may begin at home, but
if it is the genuine article it won’t stay there
long. This rule means beginning—for us—at
Montreal. Our duty lies at oo own door and
at every man’s door. Wenved to be in league
with the brethren round the whole world to
keep our own hearts warm. We may have
diflerent organizations, but it shouid never for
2 moment bo forgotten that we have the same
Lord. The Scriptures assure us that he that
watereth shall be watered, and that with the
same measure that ye measure shall it be
meagured unto you again. On the basis of
those promises we have a right to

Exrect Laree Rprurys ar Honn

for every missionary enterprise abroad. Time
would not permit more than the culling of a
faw scattered illustrations of the benefits we
at home derive frum such glorious work. Be-
ginning with the very lowest {and it should
always be remembered that it is the lowest)
rung of the ladder, its commercial value, it is
well within the mark to say that every dollar
subscribed to foreign missions makes an ac-
tual tenfold return to civilization. The dark
continent is just now exciting the curiosity
and speculative enterprise of rival European
countrieg, which have immense projectg for
opening it up. Stanley, an obscure newspaper
roporter, sought out and brought back that
grand old missionary hero. The missionary’s
mysterious absence was noticed by the New
York Herald’s nose for news, which saw in the
project & fat advertisement, and when Living-
stone was found he revealed to the commer-~
cial world an opening for enterprise which
made every business centre gluttonous with
hope. During the fifteen years which have in-
tervened, the sale of American—and he sup-
posed that embraced Canadian—ploughs alone
had brought to this country enough money to
support the whole of American missionaries.
When Livingstone went there, the ground
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was tilled with clumsy hoes, handled by wo- | India would have been a lerra incognita had

men, but the Gospel rescued the women, as it
always does, and opened a market for all kinds
of manufactured products, of which the ploughs
are only an item.

When in Syria, Dr. McPherson saw Ameri-
-can kerosene burning in American lamps, and
learned that though in common use naw it
was firgt

INTRODUCED BY AN AMERicaN MissioNary.
Strange way, you may think, for a missionary
to let his light shine! (Laughter.) InJapan,
missionary enterprise oened up a field for
commerce of immense value and extent. The
islands of the Pacific used to be dreaded by
the European and American seamen, because
the natives had such a taste for tender, juicy
sailors. The missionaries have changed all
this, and the trade with the Pacific islanders
has become enormous. The missionaries are
the unrewarded pioneers of civilization. When
a white man visits one heis treated as a guest,
all charge being scorned. Then the visitor re-
turns home and writes a criticism upon for-
eign missions for the newspapers. The yearly
profits on the trade with the Hawaiian Islands
alone amounts to thousands of dollars. Men
of business, pay the missionary societies what
youowe! The merchants owe a debt to the
missionaries for opening up new markets, and
for cheape.aing the cost of every kind of foreign
goods in use in western countries.

The second rung of the ladder is the intel-
lectual, waich is incomparably more precious.
Foreign missionaries have enriched the litera-
ture of travel, science and geography, beyond
measure, by carefally noiing and describing
their surroundings while dwelling in the land
of strangers. T.ook, by way of contrast,

AT THE AVERAGE TRAVBLLER.

He spends three months in our mammoth ho-
tels and Pullman cars, returns home and

writes an infallible criticism of Canada and}

the United States, including the systems of
government, the Canadian Pacific Railway,
and the Fisheries question. {(Laughter.) One
clerical gentleman arrived at Quebec, saw the
citadel, rushed off to Niagara Falls, and sailed
from New York exactly six days afterwards.
When he got to Liverpool he knew ail about
the Dominion and the States, and even all
about the Mormons. (Great laughter.) He
acquired his knowledge by “intuition.” The
foreign missionaries don’t acquire their know-
ledge that way. They live among the people
they describe. The first map of China was
made by a missionary, and the sources of the
Nile were described by missionaries in the
seventeenth century, with an accuracy which
has since been verified but not exceeded. The
astronomer Herschel tendered to the great
missionary Stoddard the thanks of the British
astronomers for important discoveries. The
American Oriental Society has admitted that
it depends very largely upon the missionaries.

it not been for thom. It ‘s not too much to
"8ay that missionaries have done more for geo-
graphy than all the geographical societies in
existence; that is true of botany also; and
they have given to meteorology data of the
offects of climates in every zone by their lives
and deaths. They have made A

GraNs CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCIENCB

of ethnology and archeeology, but in philology
their triumphs have been the greatest. As
linguists, they have surpassed all the colleges
on both sides of the Atlantic. Several Indian
tongues had their first alphabets composed by
the missionaries. The religious benefits de-
rived by Home Missions from foreign work
are far-reaching and glorious. Foreign mis-
sionaries have taught largely the ethics of re-
ligion. A gifted English editor wrote a poem
flashing with splendid jewels of thought. Af-
ter reading it, one would almost think that
Buddhism wculd have followers whose pure
lives would shine as the stars. But, a then
missionary, now the Rev. Dr. Kellogg, of Tor-
onto, dissipated the delusion in his work, the
“Life of Asia,” and demonstrated that the
lives of the followers of Buddha would not
stand the test. Foreign missions have created
a new epoch in the history of heroism. Take
Carey, or Henry Martin, whe left everything,
even his sweetheart, to lead & new crusada for

oor, old benighted India. When the sordid
ove of money enters our mind lst us think of
the great-hearted Livingstone, who died in a
migerable African hut, alone, upon his knees,
giving his life freely to heal the open sore of
the world. Knowing these things we ought
td be new men, for the missionaries have
taught us new possibilities in this humanity
of ours. The missionary spiritstrikesa death-
blow at selfish piety—at the idea that to be a
Christian is to possess a personal

UNTRANSFERABLE TICRET TO PARADISE.

Such Christianity as that is a sham. Thomas
was but in the A B C of Christianity when he
turned round and said, “ My God :” the zenith
of the missionary spirit was attained by Paul,
who was willing to be accursed for the sake of
his brethren. Foreign missions require the
exercise of personal faith and individual self-
denial. They shame the feeling that we, as
the Greeks thought they were, are alone civi-
lized, and all out of our denomination are bar-
barians. Foreign missions make us remem-
ber that while we may somewhat differ from
each other, we agree with God and.are one
through the blood of Christ, and stimulate us
to imitate the first foreign missionary and
take up His glittering, glorious, blood-stained
cross: that cross which, when it is lifted up,
will draw ali men unto it. The accomplish-
ments of foreign missionaries authenticate our
theories. When the blatant infidel of the
United States was confronted with the results

of missionary effort and asked toexplain thetn,
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he could do nothing but deny the facts. This:

injured him as a debater and damaged him as
aman. Christ was not an Eastern or a West-
ern man, He was and is the one true cosmopo-
lite, everywhere present. The foreign mis.
sionaries Bave created new relations between
the CRurch and the world. The everlasting
arms ached for ages because the unmotherly
Church would not let God’s children rush to
be clasped within them. Thank God, we are
ignoring more and more the non-essentials
and putting emghasxs on the great principles,
looking on cur King whose dying intercession
wus “that they may be one in Us, that the
werld may believe that Thou has sent Me.”

The Rission Grigis.

HIS is the title of an admirable paperin

The Presbyterian College Journal, Mon-

treal, by Rev. Principal MacVicar. Butfor

the pressure on our columns this month, we

would have gladly given it in full, though

the gist of it is contained in the following
extraets i—

This Conference was remarkable in all re-
spects. It was held in the greatest city of the
world, and in the very heart of it,—in Exeter
Hall—amid the din and roar of the Strand.
During ten successive days and nights, thous-
ands upon thousands assembled there to speak
and to hear of the progress of the Kingdom of
God among the heathen. It was appropriate
that the results of Gospel effort for a century
should be considered at the centre of. the
Christian world. Everything in that metro-
politan city, with its five million souls,—a
number equal to the entire population of Can-
ada—is upon 2 gigantic scale. Vice and vir-
tue, piety and godliness, learning and ignor-
ance, riches and poverty, activity and indo-
lence, courage and cowardice, benevolence and
meanness, Christian faith and heartless
scepticism—all reach their fullest growth in
London. And this lnternational Conference
was certainly the grandest assembly of
foreign missionaries and their friends ever
convened.

It was composed of about 1500 members,
missionaries and representative delegates from
Protestant churches, and from one hundred
and thirty different missionary societies. These
came from all parts of the world—from the
east and the west, the north and the south—
forming one grand sacramental host of godly
men and women of diverse creeds, nationalities,
degrees of culture and modes of thought—the
like of which I can scarcely ever ho}ge to see
agaim hd * G *

Lepaving Torics.

‘We considered :—1. Missionary comity,em-

hracing the need of having a proper under-

standing among missionary committees and
workers as to the fields oceupied by them, the
boundaries of districts, the employment aud
interchange of workers, and the transfer of
converts and congregations.

2. The place of education in missionary
work. This was alarge and intengely practi-
cal subject, giving rise to all the questions
which agitate educational circles at home—
such as the character and use of elementary
schools and higher insti‘utions of' learning as
instruments of Christian etlort; the training
of the children of converts as distinct from
thoss who ure still heathien ; the special place
and work of Sunday schuols ; the emplsyment
of non-Christian teachers in mission schools:
charging fees and gathering pupils into board-
ing schools, and thus removing them in sg-. 2
degree from pagan influence. These and kin-
dred points were all carefully considered. The
chief difficulty felt was that so keenly realized
at home, namely, how tu puvrmeate the entire
educational work of missions with the true
spirit of Christianity. As matter of fact, pa-
gan teachers are employed to give instructior
in secular branches,—a rule practically fol-
lowed in Christian institutions at home—and
yet it is acknowledged that pagan thought
learning and philosophy cannot save and ele-
vate men.

3. The training and support of native work.
ers. Should such workers be trained in the
vernacular or by nieans of the English lan-
guage? Should they be educated by individ-
ual missionaries—the method followed by Dr.
Mackay of Formosa—or be sent to central and
well equipped institutions? What should be
the precise course orcourses of study ?  Should
high attainments on the part of native teach-
ers and preachers be encouraged? Should the
American or European ideal in this respect be
followed? The prevailing opinion was, that
it was not the most profitable thing possible
for candidates for the ministry and for mission
work to become profound in their knowledge
of the mytaological trash of Greece and Rome.
To learn the names and vile escapades of the
heathen gods of the past, was not thought to
be, in any sanse, better training than pagans
now exrjoy in their own schools and at their
own idolatrous altars. And why should these
impure aud ccrrupting inanities be embalmed
and perpetually turned over, again and again,
in the class work and examinations of the
high schools, colleges and universities of Chris-
tian Jands? What wasfeli to be needed, above
all things, for the development of Christian
men and women fit to fill all stations in life,and
especiaily to be ministers and foreign mission-
aries, was a comprehensive and firm grasp of
God’s truth. And to this sentiment I most
heartily say amen, whether we have regard
to the work of the Church at home or abroad.

4. The organization and government of na-
tive churches. Should they be organized in
the same form as in the western world? Ub.
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der what conditions slisuld converts be laft to

manage their own ecclesiastical affairs ? What

of church architecture? How are mission

churches to be rendered self-supporting? It

was not considered advisable to insigt upon

following hard and fast lines in these wmatters.
5. Missionary methods.

6. Union and co-operation in mission work.
The desirableness of such was emphasized by
all; and the degree in which it has already
been found practicable was dwelt upon. But
the divisions of the churches at home, want of
fidelity in bolding and teaching the trath of
God ‘n certain quarters, the arrogant, unchris-
tian attitude of some of them in practically
excommunicating the rest, were felt to para-
lyze efforts in the direction of organic union
on foreign fields. * * * *

7. The missionary in relation to literature
Under this head the mission press was dis-
cussed—how far it should be restricted to
purely mission literature, and to what extent
missionaries should devote themselves to the
preparation of such. Should the distribution
of Christian literature and the Bible be gratui-
tous? To what estent should the printed
Scriptures be used in giving a knowledge of
the Gospel to mankind? ¥ peed scarcely say
that the unanimous opinion was that there is
nothing better for .nen than the word of God,
and that it should be freely circulated among
all nations.

8. Medical missions. I was specially inter-
ested in hearing all that was gaid on this sub-
ject, because our Canadian Church had entered
upon this work by the appointment of three
medical missionaries—Dr. McClure, an elder
of Crescent Street Church, Montreal ; the Rev.
Dr. Buchangn, ordained by the Presl, .oty of
Paris, Ont.,, and Rev. Dr. James F. Smith.
Those who discussed the subject wers them-
selves medical missionaries, some* of them
veterans in the field. TFirst of all, they made
vory clear the ibundant usefulness of the
work. The Saviour's method of caring for
soul and body together, was strorgly empha-
sized as the true one. Next they testified
with perfect unanimity to their belief that the
medical missionary must be first and chietly
& teacher and preacher of the Gospel, and sub-
ordinately a healer of disease. Some went
oven so far as to declare that a doctor in
heathen Jands who ignores the Gospel, who is
silent upon it, who never speaks in its favor,
i3 a great hindrance to the cause of God.
When asked why ? The answer was prompt
and decisive. The heathen are keen and logi-
cal in their reasoning. They say to the mis-
sionaries: “Do you not tell us that the king-
dom of God is first, that Christianity stands
before all things? That we shouid love and
adore Christ and speak of Him as our Sa-
viour?” *We do.” “Is the doctor who has
come from your country a Christian?” “He
i8.” « He never once mentions Jesus Christ.”
Thus the heathen reasop, and are led to scoff

at Curistianity, through the silence of those

who ought to be witnesses for their Sa-

viour. ¥ ® * . *
PracricaL CoNCLUSIONS.

1. The true spiritual unity of the Church
of God was made most apparent. We were
very far from witnessing organic eceles:astical
union under one outward form of goverpment.
We came together as Episcopalians, Presbyte-
rians, Congregationalists, Methodists, lg,ap-
tists, Lutherans, and so forth, and enjoyed the
utmost freedom of thought in taking counsel
about the things of the kingdom without being
drawn into the semblance of strife or conten-
tion. While not abjuring our distinctive be-
liefs or impinging upon the right of private
judgment in sacred things, but reserving tc
all full liberty of conscience, we were able cor
dially to recognize one another as brethren ir
Christ. We agreed, and I think most justly
to magnify the mighty facts of vital union tc
the Lord and of supreme love to our common
Saviour above all quesi. s of polity or church
order. We emphasized—and who can find
fault with us for us doing so—our points of
agreement rather than of difference. We
thought it better, on this obvious principle, te
close our ranks and present an unbroken pha-
lanx to the enemies of God and man, rather
than to spend our strength in maintaining
man-made distinctions or mutual recrimina-
tions. Aand at last we gave public testimony
to this belief by gathering around the Lord’s
table, and thus showing to the world a prac-
tical exaraple of the communion of saints irre-
spective of denominationnl lines, * ¥ %

2. The undeniable success of foreign mis-
sions, and the need of greatly extending them,
was deeply impressed upon us by facts pre-
gented to the Conference fromm many fields.
In estimating success, the nature of the work
done, as well as the money and labrur spent
upon it, must be taken into account. The
saving of souls is not a work the value of
which can be reckoned by our arithmetic and
recorded in statistical tables. Jesus Christ,
whosa decision in the matter none of us wiil
venture to challenge, declared that a man
would be guilty of unutterable folly if he ac-
cepted the world in exchange for his own soul.
Taking this as true, and learning, as we did,
of thovsands upon thousands of souls saved in
all for.ign mission fields, remembering also
the paltry sum expended on this divine enter-
prise,—being only eighteenpence per year for
each communicant—were we not right, from
8 business standpoint, in affirming success?
Missions are not costly, but the reverse. What
is the outlay upon them in Christian lands
compared with the capital expended on tobac-
co, strong drink, opium, injurious luxuries,
ships of war, and weapons of destruction? An
inappreciably smalldecimal fraction. Let the
nobles and merchauts, and bankers and mil-
lionaires of Britain and America give a
month’s income to missions,—without touch-
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ing their capital—and they will have done
more toreplenish the Lord’s treasury than has
been done, probably, in half a century. And
yet, in spite of carefully cultivated Christian
parsimony, there ars to-day 165,000,000 be-
longing to the Retormed faith, 30,000,000 of
them Presbyteriuns; 7000 foreign missiona-
ties, 3000 of the.n urdained, and 35,000 native
helpers. But ia forming an opinivn of Chris-
tian missions, other results than those purely
spiritual sl.ould not bo overlooked. We had
incontrc.ertible evidence submitted to us to
show .aat missionaries, viewed only in rela-
tion to secular matters, are the giea’est possi-
ble benefactors to the pagan wourld. They
stem the destructive tide of immorality
among the heathen. They improve their
food, their clothing, their Lomes, their domes-
tic and social rolations, a thousand-fold by
teaching them the ethics of Christ and the
arts of pure and progressive westorn civiliza-
tion. They reduce their barbarous languages,
in many instances, to written grammatical
forms. They impart scientific knowledge,
and create for them a literature permeated
with Christian truth. They teach them the
principles of the ten communlments as the
foundation of all jurisprudence, of national
and international order, as well as of self-gov-
ernment. They teach them the dignity and
sacredness of their bodies and the purity
which should characterize them as temples of
the Holy Ghost, tho true methods of hettling
with disease, the reverence due to woman and
to old aye, Lne compassion, the tenderness and
love with which the poor, the unfortunate and
the insane should be treated. ¥ * *

3. We were informed from all quarters that
the Church, in all her branches, had for the
last fifty years been praying God specially to
open the gates of the nations to the Gospel.
During this period, a8 everybudy lknows, un-
believers and scoffers and worldly-wise mep,
who looked to commerce and secular educa-
tion and the power of the sword to bring
about great changes for good, did not hesitate
to sneer at such appeals to heaven as utterly
useless. Buf what are the facts? Commerce
and war have played their part. Nominally
Christian nations have not been slow to ponr
out countless millions fur this purpose, and
with what effect? Did this envrmous outlay
conciliate the heathen in relation to tho Gous-
pel, or persuade them to open their hearts to
the gtory of the love of Christ? No. The
trath must be told. The heathen havo been
degraded, sunk to lower depths of immorality
than formerly known to themselves, by the
ropresentatives of commercial enterprise. Rum
and opium and European vices havelaid waste,
like a mammoth scourge, the heathen homes
of Africa, India, China and Japan. And it
goes unsaid that heathen nations have learned
to hate Britain and America for what they
have endured from their cannon and their
sword, their selfishness and greed. * * %

5. Finally, seeing all the fields of the world,
with the exception of two or three, are open,
and seeing the missionarics are waiting tc be
sent to them, the thought was borne in upon
our hearts that we should return to our homes
and ask the Churches to pray God to send
down His Spirit to teach men the right and
highest use of money, that there may be
means forthcoming to send out and sustain
thousands upon thousands to preach the
Gospel.

The belief was expressed that when the
claims of the heathen are understood, and the
urgency of saving the millions who are yearly
perishing is felt, and when the sacrifice which
Christ hag made is appreciated by those who
say they beheve in Him, and when men regu-
late their business and modes of life not by
selfish considerations but by the love of God
and supreme regard to His glory, they will
show as great eagerness to invest their capifal
in His mighty enterprise of saving souls as in
the best stocks now upon the market. And
when this occurs, and men count it not a hard-
ship, but a joy to invest millions in missionary
work, we shall be at no less in sending out the
coming thousands of godly volunteers sure to
present themselves, and the closing years of
this nineteenth century may witness the pre-
clamation of the Gospel to all the tribes and
kindreds of the world. :

TUE CHRISTIAN'S REWARD.

When Garibaldi was going out fo battle,
he told his troops what he wanted them to-
do, and after he had described what he
wanted them to do, they said :

“Woll, General, what are you going to
give us for all this?”

“Well,” he replied, “I don’t know what
else you will get ; but you will get hunger
and cold, and wounds and death. How do
you like it9”

His men stood before him for a little
while in silence, and then they threw up
their hands and eried: ** We are the men!
We ave the men!”

The Lord Jesus Christ calls you to his
service : I do not promise you an easy time
in this world. You may have persecutions
and trials and misreprescutations ; but after-
ward there comes an eternal weight of glory,
and you can bear the wounds and the
bruises and the misrepresentations, if you
can have the reward afterward. Have you
not enthusiasm envugh to cry vut? “We
are the men! We are the men.”
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avuel wnder Pudges. Gideow's Drmy.
Dzc. 2. B.C. 1426-1096. Jubc. 2 11-23. | Dxc. 9. B.C. 1222, JunG. 7:1-8.

Golden Text, Heb. 8 : 12.

@G\HE book of Judges contains a brief history
of a period of about 300years. It ispain-
ful to find that, notwithstanding the unanim-
ity with which Israel had renewed the coven-
ant with God, they were grossly unfaithful to
it. God’s laws and promises, God’s glorious
mercy in the past,seem to have beon soon for-
gotten. The fathers neglected telling their
children of these things, for, in v. 10, we read
that “ a generation arose which knew not the
Lord, nor yet the works which He had done
for Israel.” This is the usual consequence,
when family worship is neglected, or altogeth-
er omitted. Satan never stops his endeavours
to draw away the children of men from their
duty to God. If we do not oppose him, by
teaching them their duty, he has things all his
own way. V.1l. Baalim—Baal, or Bel, was a
god of the Canaanites and Pheenicians. He
represented the sun. Human sacrifices were
offered to him. Strange! that Israel should
worship a god that had not been able to pro-
tect the Canaanites, Jer- 2:11-12. Had they
obeyed God, in driving out these idolaters, this
might not have happened, vs. 2, 3. 1 Cor,
15:33. V.13. Ashtaroth—or Astarte, goddess
of the moon, the same as the “Isis” of the
Egyptians, called the * queen of heaven,” Jer.
7:18. Bread, liquors and perfumes were of-
fered to her. She was represented by the fig-
ure of & woman. V. 14. He sold them—Deut.
32:30, 1s. 5): 1, as insolvent debtors are sold,
Matt. 18:25. V. 15. As the Lord had said—
Deut. 30 : 17,18; 31:16,17. V. 16. Neverthe-
-less—God had pity upon them, not for any-
thing they had done, but out of His infinite
mercy, Xph. 2:3-5. V. 18. Their groanings—
God’s punishments often bring sinners to re-
pentance. He rversembers the work of His
ands, Ex. 3: 7; in justice He might have de-
stroyed them, in mercy He will save them, Is.
64 : 8. V. 19. When the judge was dead—the
ﬁgﬂe generally follow their leaders. When
el had a pious king like Hezekiah, they
gerved the Lord ; under Ahab, they were idol-
aters. More than their fathers—evil men get
worse and worse, 2 Tim. 3 : 13, Those who
forsake God, having once known Him, grow
desperate in sin. Their hearts get so harden-
ed that repentance becomes almoss an impos-
sibility, Heb. 10: 26, 27. They deceive them-
selves greatly who think <hey may sin with
impunity. Soonorlate, they find that * thorns
and snares are in the way of the froward,”
Prov. 22 : 5. Because God is long-suffering,
and sometimes delays punishment, many, in-
stead of accounting this long-suffering salva-
tion, by repenting in time, go on in their ovil
ways, till the day of retribution comes. God
is not mocked. Whatsoever 2 man soweth,
that shall he also reap, Gal. 6: 7, 8.

Golden Text, Zech. 4 : 6.

@;EHL Midianites were the most powerfil
enemies of Israel at that time. Their
country was east of the Dead Sea. They de-
scended from Midian, son of Abraham, Gen.

22.2. Moses had warred snccessfully against
them, Numb. 31 : 7. They now had invaded
the land of Israel, along with the Amalekites
and others, ch. 6 : 33. They had a very large
and formidable army, ¢h.7 12. They had
wasted all the southern part of Palestine, and
were now moving northward. The angel of
the Lord appeared to Gideon, a man of Manas-
seh, and commanded him to save Israel, ch.
6:14. Ar he hesitated, God granted him two
miraculous signs to en ‘ourage him, ch. 6 : 21,
36-40. V. I. Jerubbaal—i.e., the avenger of
Baal, see ch. 6 : 32, 7ose up early. Being sure
now that God was with him, he could brook
no delay. Harod—a well at the foot of Mount
Gilboa, 1 Sam., 31. The hill of Moreh—proba-
bly * Little Hermon,” near the valley of Tiz-
reel. V. 2. Too many—he had 32,000 men, v.
$, 2 small army compared to the host of Mi-
dian, but Gnd’s victories are not by might, nor
by power, but by His Spirit, 1 Sam. 14 : 6, Zech.
3:6. Vaunt themselyes—God wants His people
to walk humbly with Him, Micah 6: 8,1 Pet.
5:5. He that glories must glory in the Lord,
1Cor.1:31. V. 3. Jsfearful—there was alaw
as to their proclamation, Deut. 20 : 8. God
wants no cowards to fight His Dbattles, Phil.
1:27,28. Gilead—probably Gilboa, for Gilead
was east of Jordan. V. 5. Lappeth—takes up
the water in the hollow of his hand, drinking
in haste, disdaining to kneel down. V. 6.
Three hundred—a small army, indeed. Unto
his place—not home, but back to their tent-,
where they held themsslves ready to pursue
after the Midianites, when the three hundred
would have put them to flight, v. 23. V. 8.
Victuals in their hands—just what they could
carry with them. In the remainder of this
chapter we find how Gideon armed his men,
with trumpets, pitchers, and lamps, v. 16.
These strange weapons must have appeared
insufficient, had it not been for Gideon’s stron
faith in God's promises. If the enemy haﬁ
seon them before the battle, they would have
laughed them toscorn. The preaching of the
Crrss, likewise, is foolishness to many, yet the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, his weak-
ness stronger than en, 1 Cor. 1:25. The word
of God is the sword of the Spirit, Eph. 6 : 17,
Heb.4:12. When Jesus sent His apostles to
conquer the world fcr Him, they were also a
very small band, with no weapons buvi His
word, yet ancient paganista fell before their

reaching. That word of the Cross shall vet

ring the world to the feet of Christ, 1 Cor.
15: 25
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Death of Sansson.
B.C.1096. Junc. 16: 21-31.
Golden Text, Job 32 : 9.

o
:§'AMSON was the son of Manoab, of the
tribe of Dan. Ho is the last of the judges
of Tsrael of whom we have any account in this
Look. He was consecrated to God from his
infancy, as s Nazarite, Numb. 6 : 18-20. _ Naza-
rites never used wine or any intoxicating
drinks, ch. 13 : 14. The Israelites having once
more forsaken God, He had delivered them
into the hands of the Philistines, a warlike
people who dwelt along the west coast of Pal-
estine. Samson, who wasgifted with miraeul-
ous strength, had defeated them several times,
with great slaughter, ch. 15 : 8-15. Finding
that they could not successfully oppose him,
the Philistings hired a wicked woman, named
Delilah, to betray him, so that they could
make him a prisoner. Unfortunately for himn-
self, Samson loved Delilah. Night after night
she teased him, to know where lay the secret
of his great strength. Wearied by her persis-
tency, although he must have known how false
she was, he told her that if his hair was cut
he would become as weak as other men. She
put him to sleep, ch. 16 : 19, and had his hair
shaved ofi. The Philistines seized him, loaded
him with chaips, put out his eyes, and cast
him into prison, 16 : 21. V. 21. Gaza—a city
of Philistia, in the south of Canaan. Ithad
been allotted to Judah by Joshua, Jogh. 15:47.
V. 23. Dagon—a god of the Philistines, 1., e-
sented as a4 woman, with the lower parts of a
fish. V. 25. Make us sport—they laughed at
his stumbling and blundering, probably struck
him, Mic. 5:1. Asses kicking the dying lion.
Dearly was Samson paying for his guilty love.
V. 26. The pillars—the central supports of the
roof. He was inspired by God in asking this,
as the sequel shows. V. 28. Called unfo the
Lord—see the power of prayer, when made in
faith, Jas. 5:16-17. Be avenged—the fact that
God accepted and answered this prayer shows
that it came not from a feeling of personal
spite, but from a holy zeal for the glory of the
iod of Israel. V. 30. Let me die—he counted
not his life dear to him, provided the honour
of God was exalted. Acts 20 : 24, Phil. 1 : 20.
The house fell—crushing him as well as the
greater number of his tormentors. Samson
was a type of Christ, Who when He stretched
His arms on the cross, pulled down the power
of satan, and through death destroyed Him
that had the power of death, that is the devil,
Heb. 2 : 14-16. That Samson’s action here
was approved of God, is also shown by Heb.
11 : 32. God hearing his prayer teaches us
that although we might, by sinning, have
brought heavy punishment upon ourselves,
vet He is ready to pity and forgive when we
call upop Him. Let usbeware of fleshly lusts,
that war against the soul,1 Pet. 2: 11, Matt.

9

Dxc. 16.

Buth’s  Choice.
B.C. 1186. Ruru 1 : 16-22.
Golden Text, Ruth 1 : 16.

%UTH was thedaughter-in-law of Elimelech,
2° a3 man of Bethlehem, and of Naomi, his
wife. There had been a famine in the land,
about the timeof Eli. (Joseph, Ant) Elime-

lech and his wife moved away east of Jordan,
to the land of Moab, with Mahlon and Chilion,
their sons, ¢h. 1, v. 1-2, Both the young men
married there, but soon after their father and
themselves _died. Naomi, accompanied by
Orpah and Ruth, her sons’ widows, left Mcab
to return to Judah. She asked them to return,
each to her mother’s house. Orpah consented.
and tearfully left her, v. 14, but Ruth clave
unto her. Again Naomi urged Ruth to return
also to her people and her gods. V.16. En-
treat me¢ not—marg., “ Be not against me.”
Her mind was made up. She was ready to
forsake all, trusting in God for the future.
Whither thow gocst—although Judah was an
unknown country to her, she would follow
Naomi. Thus we should follow when Christ
loadeth, Matt. 10 : 38, Rev. 14 : 4.  Where thou
lodgest—a poor lodging with a true friend is
better for ber than a palace among the ene-
mies of God. Thy people—thy God—>Moab’s
gods will no longer be hers. She will serve
Jehovah alone, Josh. 24:15. When we love
God, we love God's people also,1 John5:1.
Where thou dicst—she wishes to die in the same
place, and with the same hope. Aught but
death—death may part us ih this world, but
not in the next, if God is as truly our God as
he was Rutl’s, Rom. 8 : 35-39, 1 Thess. 4 : 14.
V. 18. Stedfastly minded—as Christians must
be to follow Christ, 1 Cor. 15:58. V. 19. Beth-
lehem—the city where Jesus was born. Little
did Ruth think that she was destined, in the
Providence of God, to be an ancestress of the
Messiah, Matt. 2 : 1. V. 20. Call me not
Naomi—Naomi means “pleasant;” all the
pleasantness of her life seemed gone for ever.
Call me Mara—* bitterness,” Ex. 15-23. V. 2.
The Lord—Like Job, she acknowledged the
hand of God in all the circurnstances of her
life, pleasant or bitter as they might have
been,1 Sam.3:18,Job. 1:21.° V.22, Barley
harvest—in April. In this lesson is taught the
duty of devotion to parents, and in Ruth’s sub-
sequent history we may see how richly God
rewards it. Although, like Jacob, Naomi
thought that all these things were against her,
they were all working for her good, since she
loved God, Gen. 42: 36, Rom. $: 28. Blessed
are thoy that mourn, Matt. 5 : 4. Naomi
found the truth of these words, when the very
women who exclaimed, “Is this Naomi?’
blessed the Lord for His mercies to her, and
she fondly nursed Ruth’s baby, destined to be
grandfather of a great and good king, ch.
4:14, 22,

Dec. 23.
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owr Own Glaech,

A§’l" 'ENTION is called to the appoint-

ment, by the General Assembly, of
the usual collection on behalf of ManiTona
CoLLEGE, on the third Sabbath of December.
The collection is intended to assist in meet~
ing the sularies of the professors and lectur-
ers connected with the institution and in
defraying the running expenses, the salary
of the Principal being met by the Synod of
Manitoba and the North-West. There is
evely reason why the Church should honour
this appointment of the Assembly. The
attendance both in the departmoents of Arts
and of Theology is large —larger than during
any preceding year. Twenty students con-
nected with the College have been employed
during the present summer in the Manitoba
and tho North-\West mission field, thus sav-
ing a very large sum fur travelling expenses.
Fifteen of the number are now engaged in
the stady of Theology. It is more than
ever seen that the College is an important,
if not an indispensable, auxiliary of our
Home Mission work in the great ficld of the
North-West.  The larger numbers in attend-
ance have, moreuyer, necessitatod increased
expenditure in the way of providing more
adeguate teaching. Is it too much to hope,
in view of these facts, not only that the con-
gregations which have hitherto evineed their
generous interest in the iustitution will con-
tinue to do so, but that some, at least, of the
sthers,—many of them large—which have
thus far withheld their support, will begin
lo give it?

SaiLixg oF MisSIONARIES.—Miss Jennie
Sinclair and Miss Lizzie Scott, both of On-
sario, sailed from Montreal in the steamship
¢Paristan ™ for Liverpuol, en route to Ceu-
iral India, on the 14th of November. These
xake ninesent out by our Church this year—
Jour to China and five to India—six being
srdained missionaries and three ladies. At
cast jifty missionaries have gone forth from
Canada within the last twelve months.
Among these are two young men, Mr. James
3. Gale and Mr. Robert Harkness, who have
tecently gone to Koreaat the instance of the
Young Men’s Christian Association of Tor-
onto University. Mr. Gale isa grandson of
one of our pioneer Presbyterian ministers,

the late Rev. Alex. Gale, whose name is
associated with the congregations of Am-
herstburg, Lachine, and the original St.
Andrew’s Church, Hamilton. “The mission-
aries” wives are not included in the above
estimate.

[

PERSONAL~A7r. Jumes Maclennan, Q.C.,
an elderin St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto,
has been appointed Judge of the Court of
Appeal for Ontario. Licw. Dr. F. W, Archi-
bald, lately of St. Thomas, Ont., has gone
to Denver, Col., for the winter to recruit
his health. Rev, Alfred N. Suckling, for-
merly a minister of the Reformed Episcopal
Church, has, in terms of the remit of As-
sembly, been received by the Presbytery of
Newfoundland as an ordained minister of
this Church, and is at present residing in
Montreal with a view to ministerial work in
this neighbourhood. Rev. Robert Haddow,
son of the well-known Elder Hadduw, of
Dalhousie, N.B., lately returned from a
lengthened visit to Britain and the conti-
nent of Europe, passed through Montreal
last month en roufe, as we understood, to
the Pacific coast, but we notice that he was
caught on the wing, and is now the minis-
ter of Knox Church, Milton, Ont. Father
Chiniguy has been lecturing to large audi-
ences in Boston. In addition to her many
munificent gifts, Mrs. Nichols of Peterbor-
ough, recently contributed fwelve thousand
dollars towards the reduction of the debt on
the new St. Andrew’s Church in that city.
Mrs. Nichols is making good use of her
wealth ; and so is Miss Fraser, of Halifax,
who has given a thousand dollaxs to the
Presbyterian College there for a “ Robert
Pollok Scholarship.” The Synod of the
Maritime Provinces in connection with the
Church of Scotland has given $546 to the
Foreign Mission Board of our Church, East-
ern Division.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

Owex Sotyp, Ont.—Rev. E. Wallace Waits,
of Chatham, N.B., was inducted on the 2nd of
November.

Creiska AXp Hury, Oltawa.—Rev. George
Dempster was inducted on the 26th of October.

SPRINGFIELD, St. John, N. B.—Mr. J. D. Mac-
farlane was ordained and inducted in October.

GRAFTON AXD VerNoxviwLe, Peterborough.—
Rev. (. S. Lord, of Nova Scotis, was inducted
on the 8th of November,

Moxcrox, St. John, N.B.—Rev. J. M. Robin-
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son, of Springhill, N.S,, was inducted on the
16th of October. .

Summeksioy, P.E.I—Mr. Henry Dickie was
ordained and inducted on the 7th November.

Beorque, P.E.I—Mr. W. M. Tuffts was or-
dained and inducted on the 3rd of October.

Evpow, Lindsay, Oxt.—Mr. M. McKinnon
was ordained and inducted on the 7th of
November to the pastorate of St. Andrew’s
Chureh.

Mivron, Hamilion, Onr.—Rev, Robert Had-
dow, of Dalhousie, N.B., was inducted into the
chagge of Knox Church on the 22nd of Nov-
ember.

Caris.—Mr. A. L. Manson, licentiate, to Til-
bury East and Fletcher, Chatham Pres. Rev.
John Gillis, formerly of Eldon, Ont., fo St.
Andrew’s Church, Paisléy. Rev. T. J. Mac-
lelland of Shelburne and Primrose, Ont., to
Streetgville, Toronto. Demissions.— Rev. E.
Gillieg, of Cardigan and Dundas, P.E.I.  Rew.
. A.P.Logan, of WestCornwallis, N.S. Rev. Dr.
Mathews, of Chalmer’s Church, Quebec. Rev.
S. Rondeau, missionary at North Bay, Barrie.
Rev. Jobn Cameron, of Bridgetown, flalifaz.
Rev. A. Maclaren, of Springfield, Manitoba.

NEW CHURCHES.

Musquopopoir Harpour. — The church at
Mu-quodoboit Harbour, Nova Scotia, was de-
stroyed by fire last year. The people lost no
time in undertaking the erection of a new
church, which was completed and opened for
gublic worship early last montkh. v. John

TacMiilan, B.D., Halifax, assisted the pastor
in the dedication,services which were held on
the first Sabbath of November.

‘West Braxcr, Rivir Jery, Picrou Co—The
new church at this place was dedicated on the
21st October, Rev. R. McCunn and Reov. D.
Maclean officiating. ‘The building seats about
700, and cost $3,500. This is a Union church
for the joint accupation of the adherents of
the Chureh of 8Scotland and of the Presbyter-
ian Church in Canada. .

Dreent River, N.8S.—The Presbyterians of
this section of the Parrsboro congregation
number 15 families. They have built a neat
and commodious church, which was dedicated,
free from debt, on Oct. 21st, when Rev. E. M.
Dill, the pastor, was assisted by Rev. Thomas
Cumming, Truro. ‘The services were largely
attended. The Parrsboro congregation re-
cently raised $500 to wipe & debt off their
place of worship.

TasusinTac, N.B.—The new church at Tabu-
sintac, Preshytery of Miramichi, was dedicat~
ed on Sabbath Qct. 14. Itis seated for 200.
The services were conducted by Rev. Mr.
Robertson of Black River.

ANMNAPOLIS AND BRipGgETOwN, N, S—These
congregations have again been united as one

astgﬁ charge, the union dating from Novem-
or 1st.

L’OrigNAL AND HAwRESBURY in the Presby-
tery of-Ottawa, have been disjoined and erect-
ed into two separate charges.

THE COLLEGES.

Pressyrerian CorLiGe, Harirax,—The
session of 1888-9 was opencd on Wednes
day, November 7. The opening services
were held in Chalmer's Church, Principal
MacKnierT, D.D., presidicg. Rev. ]gr.
Currie gave a full and graphic account of
the resulls of recent Palestine explorations,
and indicated the apologetic value of the
discoveries that have been made. The at
tendance of students is thirty-two—a large:
number than in any previous session. The
financial position of the institution is better
than heretofore, as receipts balance expen
ditures. A considerable increase in the
Bursary Fund is asked.

ManitoBa Correce.—~The proceeding:
and prospects of this institution are set
forth in our ecstcemed correspondent’s
monthly letter from Manitoba.

QueeN's UN1vERSITY AND COLLEGE, at King
ston, has resumed work in all the Faculties.
Thereis likely to be lively times there abou
Christmas, before which time Prineipal
Grant is expected to be back again in re-
nowed health and strength to tell the story
of his circuit of the globe.

MorriN CoLLEGE, QUEBEC.—The vener-
able Principal, Dr. Cook, is lecturing this
winter to nine theological students with the
enthusiasm of younger days.

MANITOBA ITEMS.

“Labourers are few " for the migsion stations
in the Northwest this winter. A dozen more
than can begot are needed. Rev. J.M. Douglas,
formerly of Brandon, has been appointed for
two years to Moosomin. Rev. A, Maclaren, of
Springfield, has resigned. Rev. D. Munroe has
been appointed mi-sionary at Deloraine. Rev.
Mr. Wilson, of the U. P. Church, who has been
doing pood service for some time at Douglas,
Brandon Presbytery, has returned home to
Scctland, it is hoped only for a season. Bran-
don, Portage La Prairie, Stonewall, Rosedale,
and Dominion City, are eligible vacancies for
x‘zood men. Knox and St. Andrew’s Churches,

Winnipeg, are thriving under the new pastors,
Dr. Duval, and Rev. Joseph Hogg. The latter
church, at its late communion, received 50 new
members and the former 40. Knox Church is
enlarging its chapel and making other im-
provements at a cost of upwards of $5,000.
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New churches are being erected at Fort Wil-
liam and Holland. Xnox Church, Portage La
Prairie, is adding a Lecture Hall to its church.
Manitoba College, Theological Department,
was opened on Nov. 1st. After the usnal state-
ments as to University College progress by the
professors, Rev. R. Y. Thompson, B. D., Lectu-
rer on Bible Introduction, delivered an able
lecture on “ The Old Testament an Organism.”
The first year in Theology will contain ten stu-
dents, making sixteen theological students in
all, of whom eight, on completing this vear’s
course, will be B. A.’s. These have all already
approved themselves as faithful workers inthe
mission fleld. .

The studentsin Arts and Theology (exclu-
,8ive of Juniors) now in Manitoba College, num-
. ber abouty0, which is a larzer proportion to the

opulation of Manitoba, than the combined
niversity attendance of Toronto, Queen’s,
Victoria, and Trinity Universities to Ontario’s
. population. Sixteen students of the collego are
expected to take B. A. next spring. The col-
lege has, besides its three regular professors,
gix graduates engaged as lecturers and tutors,
four undergraduates. The great increase of
University work has given rise to an agitation
"in the Province in favour of the Government
giving assistance, in some shape, to the teach-
ing of some of the arts departments, especially
Natura] Science.

Rev. A. Campbell, of Prince Albert Academy,
Jhaving re-igned his position there, hasreturned
to QuAppelle. He has accepted the charge of
the Indian Boarding School. and mission at
File Hills. During the summer, a commodious
three-storey stone building has been erected,

and g good school is expected for the three Re-

gerves at thisagency. The File Hill Indiansare
a troublesome but “prainy” band. The new Iu-
dian Boarding School at Birtle has opened
under Mr.G. Maclaren. It isexpected to begin

with about thirty pupils. The people of Birtle us

take much interest in it. The Presbyterian
Industrial School at Regina, bas seen another
year of masterly inactivity on the part of the
Goverament. G. B.

’ Obitwary,

EV. Jomx Besyerr, D.D., minister of
St. Andrew’a Church, Almonte, in

the Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew,
died on the 7th of November, aged 50
years. Dr, Bennettwas a native of Kinross-
shire, Scotland. He received his theologi-
cal education at Morrin College, Quebec,
and was ordained on the 29th of June,
1869, as pastor of the congregation at Three
Rivers, Que. In 1872 he was translated to
Almonte, as successor to the late Dr. John
MecMorine, and has ever since occupied a

prominent pusition among the younger min-
isters of the Church. IXe was a sound theo-
logian, an eloquent preacher, and a diligent
pastor. A few years ago, in recognition of
his scholarly attainmnents and kLis successful
labours in the ministry, he received the de
gree of Doctor in Divinity from s Almau
Mater—Morrin Collere. Though naturally
of a robust constitrtion, Dr. Bennett had
been ill for a cons’lerable length of time
prior to Lis deccas., but he bore up unde:
his affliction with Christian fortitude and
resignation to the will of God, and passed
away to the better country in the full assur
ance of the truths he had so earnestly pro
claiimed to his attached people, and in the
certain hope of a blessed immortality beyond
the grave, Dr. Bennett originally belonged
to the Presbyterian Church of Canada in
connection with the Church of Scotland,
In 1875 he heartily joined in ths union uf
the Churches, and through his influence, no
doubt, many in that part of the country
were led to follow his example.

Our Fome Alissions.

THE WORK IN MUSKOKA AND ALGOMA.

By Rev. Arvax Fixpray.

Qj’;HE past season has been a busy one, filled

with many cares, and at times with much

anxiety, for the welfare of the work, yet we

can say still, * Hitherto hath the Lord helped
”

In Muskoka, during the past summer, we
have occupied twenty-four fields, as follows,
viz. :—Two by ordained missionaries, seven by
missionaries under appointment by the Stu-
dents’ Society of Knox College, and fifteen by
missionaries under appointment from the Pres-
bytery. In Algoma, fifteen fields were occu-
pied—four by ordained missionaries, three by
missionaries under appointment by the Stu-
dents’ Society of Knox College, and eight by
missionaries under appointment by the Pres-
bytery. Of these, I visited eighteen stations
in Muskoka. Ialso visited all the fields in Al-
goma, except the “Sault,” which did not re-
quire any special attention, and Burpee, which
was visited by the Rev. J. L. Campbell of Gore
Bay, who dispensed ordinances. The work
hasbeen earried on with manifest vigour in all
these fields. From Deebank I received word
in the spring not to send a missionary, as they
conld not support one this year. Contrary to
instructions, however, a missionary was sent
in the person of Mr. W. D. Kerswill. They
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pay the increased rate of $7 per week, and re-
coive $1 less por week of grant than formerly.
*They are building a church this season at this
point, and are starting one at Raymond, the

agsociated station, this fall. These results
most cheering, are due not only to the wise
zeal of the missionary, but also to the timely
assistance and encouragement given by mem-
bers and friends of our Church who visited
Windermere, a watering-place near by, during
the summer. We are sure that our friends
from Toronto and elsewhere enjoyed their holi-
days all the more that they were able to help
on a struggling cause. The same may be re-
ported of Rosseau, where timely assistance
was given by visiting friends. At Powassan,
the new church was opened by Prof. McLaren
in September, and at Tartle Lake by Rev. D.
D. McLeod. At Sand Lake, South River and
Chisholm, churehes are under way. At Wal-
ford, in Algoma, a church is being erected un-
der circumstances which ought to call forth
both the sympathy and assistance of those
more favourably situated. On the Providence
Bay field, church buildings are urgently re-
quired at three different points.

The most important requisite, in order to
keep up the interest in the work among our
people and to save our stations to our Church, is
winter supply. And for this many of our peo-
ple are urgently asking. That we may do so,
in many cases adjoining fields are being united
for the time being.

A new station at Cartier, on the Canadian
Pacific Railway, was organized in July with a
membership of nine persons. This station
will be supplied in connection with Sudbury.
Also at Serpent River, in connection with Al-
woma Mills, a station was organized in June
with a membershtp of seven persons. At this
station the number of members is not to be
taken as evidence of the strength of our cause.
It is purely a mill population. And while the
number of those who profess their faith in
Christ is comparatively small, yet a general
and widespread interest is taken in the enjoy-
ment of Gospel ordinances, as is evidenced by
the fact that they promise at least $70 for fort-
nightly supply during the winter months.

With regard tothose stations which are ask-
ing for suppiy during the winter, but are not
on the list of stations receiving aid from this
committee, the group krown as Algoma Mills
will require a grant of S2 per week for the
winter only, being under the care of the Stu-
dents’ Society of Xnox College during the
summer- At Watford our cause is not so
strong. However, there is a point up the line
of ratlway where the ground has not yet been
occupied by us, where we have prospects of a
strong cause eventually. This is at Webb-
wood, a station about forty miles below Sud-
bury. Although the settlement is entirely
new, yet around the station are 6 or 7 Presbyte-
rian families and others who are without the

meansof grace. Seven miles distant, at Birch
Lake, is another settlement, where there are
also seven Presbyterian families,—and as the
land here is reported of good quality, and just
on the line of railway, these settlements are
likely to grow rapidly. Besides this, the
woods for miles around are dotted vver with
lumber camps, and will be for some years to
come, in all of which our missionary would be:
made welcome.

The growth and spiritual life in our mission
fields may be in a measure faitly judged, not
only by the growing desire fur fuller supply of
ordinanceg, but also in the increased liberality
of the people, not only in supplying their own
wants but also in contributing to the mission
funds of the Church. This year, for the first,
the rate payable to catechists and student
missionaries is §7 yer week. The amount
contributed to the fund is—from communion
collections and subscriptions from congrega-
tions, $244.69, nearly double the amount so
cuntributed during the corresponding period of
last year. But while the repurtis thus favor-
able from the field as a whole, yet there are
points in it from which the word is not so
cheering. In Algoma the crops this yearhave
been fully up to average, enabling our people
to contribute in some instances handsomely
to the support of ordinances. But from some
parts of Muskoka comes the discouraging in-
formation of total failure of the crops. An
elder in one of the stations writes:—* We
“ don't wish winter supply this year; we can-
“not afford it. Our crops are a total failure,
“and the men are all going to the lumber
“ camps for the winter. Many of the settlers
“have cold off their cattle at balf value, as
“ they have nothing to winter them on.” An-
other elder in a different field writes:— No
“ crop with us this year. I have nota single.
“ gheaf of any kind. Some of our best sup-
* porters, discouraged, are moving away to
“other points.” It will not be surprising,
then, if fromn some other parts of this field, the
missionary reports contributions to the support
of ordinances less than might otherwise be ex-
pected. Other parts of the field report contri-
butions in excess of the amount necessary to
make up the missionary’s salary. So that the
average from the whole fieid, notwithstanding
this serious drawback, will be gnite up to the
amount required. 1 may also state that dur-
ing the summer I have supplied many of our
stations and Sabbath schools with Hymnals
and Catechisms, from funds supplied by friends
for this purpose, to the value of $26. Thustwo
important ends are gained—first, thatthe chil-
dren attending our Sabbath schools have an
opportunity of becoming acquainted, at least,
with the truths and doctrines beld by us as a
Church ; and secondly, that our missionaries,
in the newer part of the field especially, are
able to secure uniformity in the service of
praise.
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NOTES FROM THE NORTH-WEST.
By Rev. James Ropertsox, D.D.

The record in church building this season
has been on the whole satisfactory. Schreiber,
Fort William, Keewatin, Winnipeg Mission
Church, Pilot Mound, Holland, Treherne, New-
dale, Rosedale, Touchwood, Banff, Tarbolton,
Monteith, Sunnyside,Donald, Kamloops,Chiam
make a respectable list. The buildings are in
all cases frame or stone. Owing to the chapge
in the Act incorporating the Church and Manse
Board, theFund is now available for the wbple
Synod—-for North-western Ontario and British
Columbia as well as Manitoba. Thisenlarge-
ment of territory means heavier expenditure
and more revenue. The threshing machine
shows the loss sustained through frost to have
been quite considerable. The higher price of
grain this year, however, will more than offset
the loss, and the people ag a whole are well
pleased. The frost is not an unmixed evil,
were wheat-raising attended with no rigsks—
the whole country would be one vast wheat-
field, and constant eropping would soon ex-
haust the richness of the soil, as is the case in
large tracts of Dakota. Mixed farming is now
the rule, and cattle and their products more
than make up for grain losses. Immigrants
are entering the country this season in large
nwmbers. The Canadian is our best settler.
Crofters are doing well and certainly their
children will be a valuable acquisition. Ice-
landers and Scandinavians are rapidly acquir-
ing our language and will render great aid in
developing the resources of the country. Many
goud sottlers come from England, but a large
number of the English emigrants are not
suited to the country, become discouraged and
drift into our towns or leave us entirely.

The need of more missionaries still clouds
our winter prospects. There are about 1,200
Presbyterian families without ordinances just
now. Wae shall suffer if this continues. The
F. M. C. is obliged to decline applications for
want of funds. - Why not apply to go to the
North-West ? During the last year our villages
and towns have taken a decided start, and con-
gregations are strengthening, Carberry, Oak
Lake, Virden, Mooscmin and the rest, have im-
proved very perceptibly. A number of cor-
gregations are de-irous of calling pastors, but
they are not available. Owing to the extension
of settlement, new stations will require to be
§ened up in spring, and hence the state of the

ome Mission Fund is always of interest to us.
Missionary meetings are arranged for by Pres-
byterians, and the claims of all schemes will
be fully presented. The H. M. C. of the As-
sembly has generously voted grants toovertake
mission work among Icelanders, Scandina-
vians and other foreigners. These people are
religious, hold substantially the same doctrinal
views as ourselives, and must not be neglected.
The mission work along the railway from Swift
Current westward bore good fruit. The Pres-

bytery of Calgary dispensed the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper at the principal points, and
the additions to membership were cheering:

Few Hebrides.

1y
LBTTER FROM RBV. JOSEPH ANNAND.
Santo, New Hebrides, June 22nd, 1888.
THE DEATH WAIL

Dpar Eprror,—To-night the death wail from
the nearest house in the village is something
decidedly mournful. This afternoon a woman
in the prime of life was suddenly called away.
She was with her husband at their plantation,
and an artery burst internally, causing death
in a very short time. X visited the house of
mourning this evening, and found the husband
and friends in an agony of grief. Just now
their lamentations can be heard for at least
a mile. It is truly sad to witness their distress.
No hope for the dead | All is dark and gloomy
beyond! Though they believe in a place, or
rather two places of the dead, yet there is noth-
ing cheering in those abodes of the departed.
In fact, ali is a blank ¢o the poor native. This
world i8 all, and even of it they get but a poor
show. To-day as I entered the humble camp
ofthe bereaved and saw their grief, and looked
around upon their earthly all, I folt really sad.

THP HOMB!

A low grass hut,some twenty feet long, and
just high enough in the centre for a man to
walk erect. The greatest width would not.be
more than nine feet. At one end is g hole
about two and a-half feet high and two broad;
this is the door. At the far end, some of the
thatch was s0 rotten that it had fallen off,
which admitted some light. No bedstead, no
stool, no table of any description is to be seen.
A mat spread on the ground is the only bed.
Cooking is always done inside the house on
heated stones, or upon an open fire, hence
everything within is as black as smoke and
ashes will make it. The only furniture seen
are a fow pudding troughs, cocoanut and bam-
boo water bottles. A pudding pounder, an axe
ortwo, and a couple of butcher’s knives, several
gpears, and an old musket with a bow and a
hundle of arrows are the weapons of defense.
A fow bundles of leaves hanging up around
the roof indicate to those familiar with their
homes, the extent of their wardrobe, for with-
in these leaves are small mats very neatly
made, about & yard long and from five to six
inehes wide, each of these with a beltof twine,
beads or bark, constitutes a ecomplete suit or
change of clothing. Within this humble dwel-
ling also are piles of yams and taro; with some
wood always kept in store for a rainy day. A
great deal of wood is required, too, as the men
and women can never, under any circum-
stances, eat food cooked at the same fire. To
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do go would, they say, at once cause sicknes
or death. They are exceedingly superstitious,
and dread spirits which, they suppote, are
always hovering about certain places, and at
night are roaming about everywhere. Those
spirits cannot endure fire, consequently any
one going out at night carries with him a fire-
brand for safety.
A NIGHT DANCE.

Now, that we have been to the house of
mourning, let us go to a different scene—a
night dance. But I supposo, Mr. Editor, that
you do not go out at night to witness or take
part in such amusements. Howevor that may
be, let us lay aside our prejudices for one even-
ing, and go to a dance.” We do not wish to be
seen, lest our presence may change the pro-
gramme, 80 we shall go alone in the dark. The
road is anything but good, and the nigh¢ is
certainly favourable for our going unobserved.
With a good stout cane to use offensively
against the pigs lving in the way, and also
with which to feel our way, we set out. The
loud singing and beating upon dry bamboo
poles, serve as a general guide as to direction.
We do not get far until we discover difficulties
inour way. Stones, stumps and even trees,with
here and there a wall appears to have gotupou
the path. By dint of feeling, we work our
way along—past camps—pig-sties—nothing
anpounces our approach but a snorting pig or
two, of which no one takes notice. There is
the scene on a smooth, hard beaten piece of
ground under the tress. Flaming torches
show us the dancers while we are thrown into
deeper darkness to those engaged. Here are
hundreds of people, for they have come from
far and near. In the centre are some bamboo
poles, around these, facing inwards, are a group
of gaily painted and decorated women and
girls, singing, dancing and beating upon the
poles. Around this group are the braves pas-
sing, sometimes slowly, sometimes more ra-
pidly. The song begins anew—the beating
echoes through the forest, the men shout, and
off they start around in a whirl of escitement
and joy- Some of the evolutions evince some
degree of skill, and all are performed in perfect
time. One set wearies, another takes up the
song and dance. Sometimes this is kept up
till suprise next morning. The scene is one of
which I can give you no idea. It must be wit-
nessed to be understood. The painted, plumed
and decorated naked bodies, gleaming with
perspiration in the torch light, the thrilling
song accompanying time beating, and the
weird wild dance, and such surroundings, are
beyond description.  These to the savage na-
tives are an intense delight. Such is the bright
side of paganism, faintly set over against the
darker picture above. Our work here is to
turn tbis exuberance of joy into praise and the
dauce to one of leaping for jov. Would that
we could get thein to serve God with such
dapcing and with loud noise. ¥t seems to me
that could we lead these simple peoples to

serve God more like the Old Testament gaints
it would suit them better, and God be more
honoured.—Halifaz Witness.

A Lesson fron Ervonnmgi.

————na

Dos

;}?IFTY yearsago, JohnWilliams, the “Apostle
53 of the South Seas” fell murdered on the
shores of Erromanga. Within a quarter of a
century, the three Gordons fell victims to the
fury and treachery of the cruel heathen. But
sea what divine grace has done! The sons of
the murderors are now earnest Christians,
building up what their fathers sought to dis-
troy. ‘The labours of our devoted missionary
Mr. Robertson, and his like-minded wife, have
been richly blest; and the triumph of the
Gospol is assured.

Arocentletter from Mr. Robertson furnishes
an affecting illustration of the zeal and sym-
plicity of the ErromangaChristians. At DiLLox’s
Bay, the principal station, the missionary
proposed to the people to make a contribution
in soxNgyY for the Yoreign Mission scheme of
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, to be
placed at the disposal of the Board. He
preached a special sermon on giving as a
Christian duty. He pointed out to the people
that while in one sense they we:e very poor,
having little money or foreign property, and
living in miserable huts, without furniture,—
yet in many respocts they are far richer than
hundreds of Christian people in Cauada who
are helping to support our Missions in India,
China, Trinidad and the New Hebrides. For
in Canada many pay rent, pay for coal or
wood for fuel, own no land, and never gather
fruit or food growing wiid. They work hard
to support their families and have long dark
winters, many hardships and many expenses.
Yet they manage to contribute for missions
and even to pay teachers in Erromanga. On
the other hand, the Lrromangans own large
tracts of land, on which grow cocuanut,
bread fruit, rose-apples, yams, taro, etc., All
these grow without toil to the people; and
then they can cultivate many kinds of veg-
etables all the yaar round. He pointed ont how
fow their wants, and how amply nature has
provided for all. He showed what the Presby-
terian Church in Canada had done for Erro-
manga—how they had beon raised from the
awful depths of darkness, crime, shame and
hopelessness, through the labours of the
Missionaries of this Church,—how friends in
Canada had promised him to support teachers
and had done 8o for the past four years,—how
desirable it was to keep up interest in the
mission and alsc help to send the Gospel to
other heathen, by gending 2 contribution, how-
ever small, to the funds of the Church. This
would show their gratitude to the Presbyterian
Church in Canada. It would be a thank-

offering for great blessings received. The
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'result of this appeal was that first the Chief
(who teaches an adult class) and after him
men, women and children, came with their
free-will offerings, which amounted in all to
Nine Pounds, seven shillings-and siz pence sterling
(about $45.) This is certainly a measure of
liberality alike signal and aﬂ‘ectinfig.

Mr. Robertson remarks that Dillon’s Bay is
“ the most wealthy congregation in Erromanga,
and has taken the lead in liberality, and in all
vhat is good.” We are sure that the Foreign
Mission Board and the whole membership the
Church appreciate very highly the very liberal
contribution of our Erromangan heathen.
These are first-fruits, and as such are very
precious in the eyes of the Church, and we
doubt not, in the sight of God also. The
liberality of the Erromangan Christians test-
ifies to the character of the teaching they
receive, and it will not fail {o stir up many to
similar manifestations of this grace. We
sometimes bear of the cost of our missions to
the heathen ; but if we had no result to show
but the island of Erromanga alone, we should
feel most abundantly satisfied with the harvest
from the seed grown.

Ghing,

Lprter rroM Rpv.J. F. Swirg, MLD.—In a
letter to the Vice-President of Queen’s Mission-
ary Association, dated Chefoo, Sept. 12th, Mr.
Smith says : “ Mr. Goforth and I start inland
to-morrow. We are going to explore Northern
Honan in company with two experienced mis-
sionaries of the American Board, who have
stations within six or seven days’ journey of
Honan, We will take eight days’ going to
their place. We go by bLoat to Tiensien and
thence by cart. We will be absent at least
ten weeks, and on my returnl will have a
long letier for the association. Pray for our
success. We leave the ladies in Chefoo. We
had a very pleasant voyage across the Pacific,
but encountered a terrible typhoon between
Shanghai and Chefoo. Arrived in Chefoo,
Aug. 30th,and on the sixth day afterwards
we were busy at the language, It is very
difficult, but hard and constant work will tell.
Older missionaries tell us that in two years
of hard work you can make a good beginning.
We found the heat very trying, and itis still
quite warm; however, the cool weather is
approaching, and Chefoo is nicely situated,
and so long as you keep out of the Chinese
quarters, it is quite pleasant. There has been
a number of deaths by cholera from among
the Chinese. One poor woman, & missionary’s
wife who was here for a rest, was algo taken
away by the dreadful disease. All our party
have been quite well, which gives us great
cause for thankfuluess, I trust you are all
back with renewed energy and zeal. Chjto
think of the millions here who know nothing

of a Saviour's love. It is only when surround-
ed by heathenisma that we have the faintest
idea of what it means. Love and prayer for
all the boys.”

N
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Lerrer FroM Rov. Dr. SteEL, oF SYDNEY.

ﬁHE Federal Assembly of the Presbyterian

Churches of Australia and Tasmania met
in St. Stepher’s Church, Sydney, on the 19tb
September last. The retiring Moderator, the

Rev. James Cameron, D.D., of Richmond, New
South Wales, preached the opening sermon
and the Rev. Alex. Hay, D.D., of Rockhamp-
ton, Queensland, was chosen Moderator, and
he gave a suitable address. The attendance
fropx the five Colonial Churches was smalle;
than usual; but it was representative. “The
business chiefly concerned the basis of confed-
eration and the unification of missionary work.
There was a conciliatory spirit manifest, and
a satisfactory result secured. It was proposed
that, as the Presbyterian Church of Victoria
had the largest number of missionaries in the
New Hebrides, the headquarters of the Aus-
tralian branch of that mission be at Melbourne.
The Rev. J. G. Paton, D.D., of the New Hebvpides
Mission, was 2 member of Assembly, and the
Rev. W. Gray, missionary from South Austra-
lia, was present, being on his way to theislands.
Reports were presented on Home Missions, the
Revision of the Directory, and other matters
of interest. A resolution was passed congratu-
lating the Victorian Church on the atiainment
of its jubilee, and appointing a deputation to
convey the same. The next Federal Assembly
was appointed to be held at Hobart, Tasmania,
in January, 1890. There are 350 Presbyterian
ministers 1n Australia and Tasmania and 150
in New Zealand, but the latter are not included
in the Federation.

The Dayspring sailed for the New Hebrides
on the 22nd September. Several members of
the Federal Assembly, and many other friends,
accompanied the vessel to the Heads, and re-
turned in the steamer. The Primate of the
Presbyterian Church in Australia, the Rev.
Dr. Hay, offered prayer before the departure
of the mission schooner. There is now a
monthly mail steamer calling at Aneityum
and Havannah Harbour, en route to Fiji, but
there is need of another mission vessel to visit
the scattered mission stations. Principal
Grant, of Queen’s University, Kingston, has
visited these colonies, and has been every-
where well received. He left a good impres-
sion by his sermons, lectures and general cha-
racter. He departed a few hours before the
opegigg of the Federal Assembly for Quesns-
land. -
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A MISSIONARY SERMON.

And He said unto them, go yo into all the world, and
oreach the Gospel to overy oreature. —Mark, 15. 15.

We make the following extracts from an
admirable discourse, preached by Rev. E.
A, McCurdy of New Glasgow, N.S,, at the
opening of the Synod of the Maritime
Provinces on the 26th of September, last.

This Commission is a summons (0 a work of the
most colossal magnitude.

The task of evangelizing the world is no
holiday employment. It can never be effected
by what a distinguished missionary has de-
signated as playing at missions. On the con-
trary, it is a wotk which is fitted to tax ths
ehurch’s energies to the very utmost. For
what does the execution of this commission
involve ? Not simply the giving the gospel to
the whole world some time or other during
the course of the churcl’s history, but this
rather, that in each guccessive generation, the
church of that particuler generation should
give the gospel to the wholo world of the same
generation. This is something other, very
different from, and far more diflicult of accom-
plishment. Yet it is this, nothing else and
nothing less, whieh is the duty of the church.
So imperative is the obligation to do this very
thing, that nothing but obstacles absolutely
msuperable can be regarded as exempting her
from guilt if the required duty be not per-
formed. Inability to carry out her instruct-
ions, inability not assumed but real and de-
monstrable, is the only valid plea which can
be urged in arrest of judgment in the event of
her failure. For obviously the sweep of the
great commission is world wide and all em-
bracing. It sends the heraldsof the gospel
with their message of mercy toevery kindred,
and tribe, and tongue, and people through
every successive generation all the way down
to the end of the worlds history. ¥or the
gospel is an economy of mercy for a ruined
race. The provision which it reveals is needed
by the whcle human family. It is sufficient
for all, it is adapted to all, and it ought there-
fore to be made known to all; to all, not of
one particular nation, or race, or age, or stage
of civilization, but of every nation, of every
race, of every generation, of every stage of
civilization.

A distinguished living missionary bhas
characterized the present time as “the oppor-
tunity of the ages” for carrying on missionary
work. No one we think can take an intelli-
gent survey of the situation at the present
hour without being profoundly impressed
with the conviction that there is much truth
and propriety in his representations. For
never betore was so large a part of the world
accessible to the heralds of the gospsl. Never
before were so many doors wide open for the
church’s entrance. Throughout whole cen-

turies until within the memory of very many
who are present, immense regions of the world
were fast closed against the missionaries of
the cross. Nota few of ushave lived lon
enough to see a complete reyolution effected
in the relations which Pagan, Mohammedan
and even Papal nations sustained towards
these which possess the gospel in its purity.
Never before were there such facilities for
making the gospel known to those who are
destitute of it. Not a few of the most im-
portant inventions and discoveries of modern
science can be freely utilized. Steam, electri-
city, the printing press as well as most of the
other appliances of the worlds trade and com-
merce all at our disposal. A very large pro;
portion of the wealth of the world is owned by
those who say that they are Chrigtians. Never
before was the Bible {canslated into so many
tongues. By the leading Bible Society alone
its printing and circulation have been pro-
moted in 279 different languages and dialects,
while altogether the Scriptures may be read
i not fewer than 350 languages and dialects
and are now accessible to about nine tenths of
the inhabitants of the world. And then never
before was there such a goodly army of con-
gecrated men and women ready to take the
field for the conquest of the world to Christ.

Still further some of the most ancient and
venerable systems of superstition have been
shaken to thewr foundations. Not a few of
those who have long dwelt under their shadow
have been filled with deep unrest and dis-
quietude, and many have forsaken them alto-
gother. The proclamation of the gospel by
the missionaries wherever they have gone,
the work of the educational institutions which
have been planted almost everywhere, and
the quiet but gradually increasing influence
of the agents of the church and of their efforts
have been steadily weakening the hold which
idolatry, caste and superstition have had upon
the minds of the heathien. In some cases,
particularly among the ruder and more savage
people, whole communities have been chris-
tianized ; in other cases, as in Japan, a
national revolution has been effected, and al-
mest every year witnesses some great onward
movement or unexpected development; and
in still other cases, as in India, the process of
sapping and mining preparatory to overthrow
is inrapid progress. Asa living missionary
himself at present in the very thick of the
conflict in that country has recently said,
“There is not a province where Hinduism
stands firm on its ancient basis. There is not
a caste or a creed whose ranks do not show
gaps made by those who have deserted them,
and enlisted under the banner of King Im-
manuel.” The unprecedented nature of the
present opportunity therefore loudly calls us
to make haste to “ Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature.”

What then, fathers and brethren, is_the
duty of the hour as brought before our minds
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when we renew our study of the great com-
mission ? Is it not in the first place that we
shculd ondeavour to obtain for ourselves a
clearer condeption and fuller realization of the
prominent and pre-eminent place which the
evangeiization of the world occupies in the
plans and purposes of the Redeemer ? Is not
thig necessary in order that we vursslves inay
pray as we ought, labour as we ought, and

contribute a3 we ought for the universal dis-
semination of the gospel! Is not this equally

requisite in ordor that we may be better quali-
ﬁe% for instructing, arousing, quickening and
stimulating oux brethren whom we have been
charged to lead to the conquest of the world
for Christ ? Instrumentally we ourselves are
pear the sources of power. Instrumentally |
we can do much to promote this cause which
lay so near the Redeemer's heart. Let it be
our constant aim and effort therefore to enter
more fully into sympathy with the Lord Jesus
in His gracious plansand purposes for the
evangeligation of the world.

But again,is it not a leading duty of the
hour that we as pastors should endeavour
still more earnestly to develope the interest of
our people in this supreme and sacred object?
Ought it not to be our ceaseless aim to keep

Fathers and brethren, the redemption which
weo are charged to make known has been fully
completed ; the Spirit of all grace is waiting to
apply it to the hearts of men; the world is
perishing for want of the gospel; the Church
has been instituted and maintained chiefly for
the purpose of heralding its truths; and the
last command of our ascended Lord is cease-
lessly ringing in our ears. Let all of us lay it
more and more fully to heart and do what we
can, and all that we can promptly, vigorously,
and eflectively to carry out these sacred in-
structions, “Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature.”

Trimidad,

Lerrsr FrROM MRs. MoRTON.
Tunapuna, Oct. 4th, 1888.

I daresay you have heard that Mr. Morton
has not been well. He is rather better, but
has not yet got rid of his cough or regained
all that he lost We spent 2 month at
the islands for rest and sea-bathing while the
schools bad their summer holidays. Mr.

Y

continually before their minds the paramount| Morton came up on the alternate Sabbaths.

¢laims upon ehristians of the world’s evange:-
ization ? Ought we not constantly to endeavour
to educate our people more and more fully in
the fundamental principle of missious, and to
give them as full information as we possible
can with respect to the position and progess of
missions, first of missions carried on by the
Presbyterian chursh in Canada, and then of]
missions which are conducted by other sections
of the visible ehurch? Ought we not by the
frequent preaching of missionary sermons, by
constant prayer on behalf of missions, by uu-
waaried efforts to extend the circulation of
missionary literature among our people, to
seek to deepen and intensify the interest which
is taken in this sacred cause? And is there
not mueh that we can do in the way of in-
creasing the number and liberality of the
contributions to the support of missions in our
various congregations? In the light of our
Statistics there is grave reason to fear that
there are vast numbers of our members who
are doing almost nothing, and a great many
more who are doing far too little in the line of
duty enjoined by the precept of our text.

And is it not also in our power to do some-
thing more than we have done towards in-
creasing the number of living agentg who are
willing to become heralds of the gospel among
the heathen? Have we done all that we ought
to do in the way of directing and eneouraging
tbe aspirations of earnest gifted youths among
our people to the elaims of this particular form
of Christion work? Have we pleaded with the
Lord of the Harvest as we ought to have
pleaded that He would send forth labourers
into His harvest ?

Lal Babari supplied one day and our own
catechist one. Qur work is going on encourag-
ingly, especially among the young people. I
think our greatest hindrances arige from the
want of Cbristianity among the Christiang
around us. The law allows selling on the
Sabbath till nine o'clock. This is a very great
hindrance to the Sabbath services. Shop-
keepers as a class avoid us, because to embrace
our religion would compel them to give up
their Sunday trade. I need scarcely name
intemperance as a hindrance, you all know so
much about that, and our present legislation
does very little to discourage it. Rum shops
frequently have a private door, by which, or
even by a window, selling is carried on all day
Sunday. To apply to the police is very in-
effoctive. We have a Blue Ribbon Band
among our converts. A great many children
belong to it. If more Christian work were
done among the Creoles of Tunapuns, it would
help our work among the Indians. We have
enlarzed Miss Blackadder’s school-house in
her absence. Part of it i3 to be used as a
reading room for young men who will study
with the teacher from 7to 8, and then be ad-~
mitted to the reading room for an hour. It
has been my own idea, and I am in hopes of
thus drawing in some from the temptation of
the streets. We will provide a few simple
games and make it as attractive as we can.
Miss Marshall, of whom I wrote before, sister
of Prof. Marshall, Queen’s College, Kingston, is
still in Trindad, and is with us just now. We
hope that, on her return to Kingston (D. V., in
May next}, she will be the means of stirring

up an added interest in our work. She has
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been long enough here to appreciate some of
our difficulties_that do not appear at first
sight We have been visited by an
epidemic of dysentery in a very acute form. It
is gaid to have begun ten months ago, but was
most destructive iIn July when 96 people foll
victims to it—in August only 46, and it is said
to be disappearing now. Some talk of its hav-
ing been caused by the re-opening of cholera
graves. Many think it ie 1mpure water and
others the unsanitary state of the town. It
has been almost entirely confined to Port of
Spain and adjacent valleys. A good many
people have died of it. Mr. Morton is prepar-
ing, health permitting, to build at St. Joseph.
Ee has obtained from government, at a
nominal price, & fine roomy situation. This is
highly satisfactory, as land in St. Joseph is
very dear and there is but one, spot available
for his purpose. To obtain this one would
involve the purchase of a large area, which
would be burdensome to him to dispose of to
advantage. We walked over the spot yester-
day (the new site), and were much pleased
with it. Our present school at St. Joseph is
Joing very well. Itis now assisted by gov-
srnment. The average attendance is about 45.
‘We have a married man as monitor, at one
dollar a month, to assist in getting in the
children. He is about fourteen at most fifteen.
Our new buildings will save us$10 per month's
rent. Miss Blakadder, being with you, will no
doubt give you such fresh and full accounts of
our work as to render my writing almost
superfluous. This I feel to be a wandering
spistle, but if it bring the Tunapuna work into
mind and causes fresh petitions to go up for
it, I shall not have written in vain. Halifax
Witness.

THE WINTER CAMPAIGN.

OLp but ever new is the battle of the Church
with the world—the batile of the Christian
with the evil that is around him. TeEP PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA has been engaged
in thisgreat and world-wide conflict, and must
continue in the heart of the strife until all own
the Lord Jesus as King of kings and Lord of
lords. It is the one common cause which must
gain and retain our attention from the far east
to the far west. What about the campaign
during the approaching winter? It isnot a
day too soon to arrange our forces, lay our
plans, and begin the warfare in downright
earnest. Indeed itis a peculiarity of the war
in which we are engaged that there can be no
truce, and no peace until the victory is final
and complete. It is essentially the same battle
in every one of our congregations and mission
stations, at horye and abroad. Souls have to
be saved from sin, and to be trained for
Heaven. The Kingdom of Satan is to be over-
thrown and the Kingdom of Heaven advanced.

We are well equipped for the work assigned
to us, and nothing can come between us and
success except lack of zeal.

Our home mission werk is,certainly extend-
ing—necessarily so; for the country is grow-
ing, and destitute lields are being found out
and occupied which should have been lovked
after and occupied many years ago.

The campaign against evil, and for the pro-
motion of the Kinzdom of Chirist can be carried
on with great effect in our Sabbath Schools.
Let us gather the younyg into the fold of Christ,
and train them to he Iis true and faithful
soldiers.

Wo are not to forget that our Church is eu-
gaged in a conflict 'vith heathienism in the
lonely Now Hebrides, in Trinidad, in India
and China. Itis a noble enterprise to carry
the Gospel to people who know ngthing of its
power, and who in most cases have never
heard of it.

The winter will afford special opportu-
nities of attending religious meetings, of or-
ganizing evangelistic services, of building up
the cause of Christ in its varied aspects. The
Prayer Meeting, the Missionary Society, the
Bible Class, will offer opportunities of useful-
ness. Time urges. The special conditions of
tkis young and growing country—its vast ex-
tent, its varied resources, its rapid growth—
urge us to more earnest effort We cannot be
too often reminded of the fact that we are now
working for all time as well as for eternity.

GThe Presbpterian Record.
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JAMES CROIL,

ROBERT MUKRAY, } Editors.

Price: 25 cts. per annum, in Parcels to one
address. Single copies, 50 cts. per annum.

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.

ArTiCLES intended for insertion must besent to the
Office of Publication by the tenth of the month at
intest.

Remittances and vorrespondence of every kind should

be addressed to *‘’Urr PRESBYTERIAN RECORD,” Box
415 Post Jffice, Montreal.

W\ E invite tho attention of our Agents to
the statement and appeal which goes

to them with this number. The progress of
the REcorp during the past three years has
been steady, and, on the whole, fairly satis-
factory. Our circulation has reached. 40,000
monthly, but it has not yet nearly reached
all the families of the Church, With the
continued assistance of our friends, especi-
ally the ministers of the Church, and ruly-
ing on the blessing of God, we hope to ob-
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tain a much wider circulation and greater
usefulness next year. We expect from
overy Mission Station in the Church a
hearty response to the proposal we have
mmade to them; and we hope to receive an-
swors ““in kind” to the communication ad-
dressed to our Missionaries in foreign fields.
‘Those who have received accounts for un-
paid subscriptions will confer a favour by
attending to them in the course of this
month, that we may be enabled to begin
the new year owing ne man anything, “ but
to love one another.”

Literature.

Booss ror a8 Suxpay Sciiool LiBkaky, from
the Presbyterian Roard of Publication, Phila-
lelphia.—Both Sides, or Jonathan and Absalom,
35 cts. The Neighbours at Elmridge, $1.15.
Olympia Morata, 85 cts. From Cave to Palace,
31.15. The Silent Maw's Legacy, $1.25. A
Single Strand, $1.15. Leuchen’s Brother, $1.15.
Home Animals, by Ella Rodman Churceh, $1.15,
one of the most interesting of the Elmridge
saries. ‘Lhese are the most recent additions
to the large catalogue of the Board’s excellent
publications. Wt Dryspawp & Co., Montreal,
Agents for Canada.

Froam TED BAKER AxD Tayror Co., New York.
Keystones of Faith, by Dr. Wolcott Calkins,
75 cts. The Working Church, by Dr. Charles
I Thwing, 60 cts. Co-operation in Christian
Work, by Drs. Storrs, Gladden, Schauffler, Geo.
E. Post and others, 2 most useful little volume,
75 cts. Probiems of American civilization, by
Drs. McCosh, Pierson, Dorchester, &c., 75 cts.
C. Asarorp, S16 Dorchester St., Montreal,
Agent.

Towx Axp CouxTrY ScmocL BuiLbixgs, by L.
C. Gardner, E. L. Kerwocae & Co., New York
and Chicago. This artistic volume, from the
pen of a well-known architect, has a number
of choice designs for school buildings, and algo
contains many u-eful hints to those who are
srecting such. Price $2.50.

The following monthly magazines for De-
cember have been received:—1he Missionary
Review of the World, edited by Dr. A, T. Pierson
and Dr. J. M. Sherwood, and The Homiletic
Review, from Messrs. Funk and Wagnalls, New
York. The Pulpit Treasury, E.B.Treat, New
York. The Gospel in All Lands, Rev. E. R.
smith, editor, New York. 7The Mission Ficld,
New York. The Pearl of Days, 71 Bible House,
New York. The Church at Home and Abroad,
Rev. H. A. Nelson, D.D., editor, Auburn, N.Y.
The Old Testament Student, Newhaven, Conn.
Woman’s Work for Women, 23 Centre St, New
York. The National Presbyterian, Indianapolis.
The Westminster Teacher and Sunday School

Times, Philadelphia.. The Missionury, Balti-
more. The Missionary Herald, Boston. The
Canadian iissionary, Toronto. The Protestant
Pullar, Montreal. The Dawn of the Morning,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

Rock Lake, Manitoba, Mar. 6, 2 p.x.
Brandon, Portage la Prairie, Dec. 11, 7.30 p.m.
Lan and Renfrew, Carleton Place, Nov. 27.
Maitland, Luckngvw, Dec. 11, 1 p.m.
Lindsay, Woodvitle, Nov. 27, 11 a.m.

Bruce, Paisley, Dec. 11,2 p.m.

Brockville, St. Johns ch, Dec. 11, 3 p.m.
Calgary, Medicine Hat, Mar. 5, 2 p.m.
Columbia, Vancouver, Dec. 11, 2.30 p.m.
Montreal, College Hall, Jan. 8,10 a.m.
Sarnia, St. A’ws. ch., Dec. 18, 2 p.m,
Peterboro. St. A’ws. ch., Jan. 15, 9 a.m.
London, 1st Presbyterian ch, Dec. 11, 2 p.m.
Barrie, Barrie, Nov 27, 11 a.m.

Stratford, London, Dec. 11, 2 p.m.

Paris, Tilsonburgh, Jan. 15, 2 p.m.

Owen Sound, Division st. ch., Dec. 18, 1.30 p.m
Kingston, Belleville, Dec. 17; 7.30 p.m.
Chatham, St. A’ws. ch., Dec. 11, 10 a.m.
Quebec, Richmond, Jan. 8.

Toronto, St. A’ws. ch., Dec. 4,10 a.m,
Halifax, Chalmers Hall, Jan. 29, 10 a.m.
Truro, Truro, Dec. 11.

Ottawa, Knox ch., Feb. 5, 10 a.m.

TRINIDAD.

_The Foreign Mission Committes, {eastern
division,) invites correspondence with minis-
ters and licentiates of our church, with a view
to obtaining a successor to Rev. J. K. Wright,
Couva, Trinidad, resigned.

P. M. Morrison,

Halifax, N.S., 1 Nov, 1888. Seey.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
— Printed_In__Colors.
SAMPLES

Handsomer
than ever.

HNow is the
time to send
for SAMPLE

COPIES and Bt o torics
Prospectus of LY et
the LX“TLE flr:s'tr‘xll‘fg"do?;
FOLESPaper-§ , - ... [CoLors.

LITTLE FOLKS PAPER, Avsany, N.Y.
COMMUNION PLATE.

Wo have always in stock, a full ling of re-
uisites for * Comumunion Services,” Flagons,
halices, Bowls, Plates, Tokens, &c., of guaran-

teed quality and moderato in price. WaTsox &

P-LTox, 53 St_Sulpice Street. Tmporters of

Electro Plate, Clocks and Fancy Goods, Whole-

gale and Retail.
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Buge for the Foung,

PLL SAY, NO.

When, some summer day,
Tam coaxed to stay
Out of school to play,
Il not go,
I'll say, No.
T'H do right,
Day and night;
To God for help I'l! pray.

I’ll not lie or steal,
Nor the truth conceal,
Nor with sinners deal.
T’ notgo,
I'll say, No.
Where they hide
And divide
Their spoils I could not dwell.

Should I ever hear
Frionds say, “ Come for cheer,
Take a glass of beer,”
TN not go,
Pllsay, No.
Do you think
I would drink?
The drunkard’s end I fear.

Others may do wrong,
I’ll not go along
With the wicked throng.
I’l nat go,
T'll say, No;
And I'll pray,
Night and day,
The Lord to make me strong.

SHORT SERMONS FOR BOYS.

Most boys and girls do not like sermons—
they say they are too long for their highnesses.
Perhape they may like these short sermons.
They will give food to think over, and must
oot be read too hastily.

A Swedish hoy fell out the window and was
badly hurt, but, with clenched lips, he kept
back the cry of pain. The king, Gustavus
Adolptus, who saw him fall, prophesied that
that boy would make a man for an emergency.
And so he did, for be became the famous Gen.
Bguer.

A boy used to crush the flowers to get their
color, and Painted the white side of his father’s
cottage in Tyrol with allsorts of pictures, which
the mountaineers gazed at as wonderful. He
was the great artist Titian.

An old painter watched a litle fellow who
amused himself making drawings of his pot
and brushes, easel and stoo], and said, “That
boy will beat me one day.” So he did, for he
was Michael Angelo.

A German boy was reading a blood-and-

!thunder novel. Right in the midstof it hesaid
to himself : “ Now, this will never do. I got tou
muach excited over it. I can't study so weli
after it. So here it goes! and be flung the
book out into the river. He was Fichte, the
great German philosopher.

Do you know what these little sermong
mean? Why, simply this, that in boyhood
and girlhood are shown the traits for good or
evil which make the man or woman good ornot.

PRAYER AND SMILES.

When I was young, 1 had an aunt whom I
loved very much. I used to wonder how she
kept ber face so lovely.

Wten thirteen I spent the winter with her
and had a delightful time. She had work, and
care, and trials, but through all she had smiles.
Ioften pondered the reason, but could not guess
where she found somuch love, so many smiles.

One day I went up stairs and opened a
closet door in a retired partof the house, and
was surprised to seec my aunt there on her
knees. As quick as a flash the thought darted
through my mind, here is where she got her
smiles.

Amazed at the heavenly beauty beaming i1
her face, I stood silent for a momeunt. Then 1
closed the door softly, feeling very sorry that
I had interrupted her, for I was sure she was
holding sweet communion with (God. She
loved to pray.

“WAIT A MINUTE.”

There is an old proverb,and a very good one,
that “Time and tide wait on no man.” That
means if man has a chance of bettering his
condition, and lets it go by, the chance may
never come again.

Perhaps a vessel can only be launched at
the turn of the tide, and if the captain does
not geize that precious moment, the tide turns
and the vessel has tu be left behind. For the
tide will not wait, nor the time either. StiH
there are seasons which our motto would prove
a wholesome one, when it would be 2 good
thing to wait a minute. When you are
about to make an angry reply. Your blood is
up; and you could say a cutting thing. But
don’t doit. The irritation will go off if you
have 2 little patience. Grievous words stir up
anger. It is better to wait & minute.

When you are tempted to do a wrong—it
may be to lie or to steal—Satan is hurrying
you on, because he does not wish you toreflect.
He knows thatif you reflect you will not do it.
Butdonot be driven into sin blindfolded. Wait
a minute.

When you are going to spread a reportabout
your neighbour. It will do him harm, and youn
do not know whether it is true. You have
not had time to search into the matter. And
yet the tale is on your tongue. But you had
better not. Wait a minute.
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