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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

AUGUST. 1863.

We have a considerable sum due on our
books, by way of subscription, for the cur-
rent year, and we would feel obliged to
those of our supporters, whose accounts are
still unpaid, if they would remit.

Qur object for some time back has been
towork our paper into such a position that
we might have an anaual surplus to pay
over to some of the schemes of the Church.
We have emerged from the debt under
which we laboured for some time; we
have a good list of subscribers; and if our
outstanding accounts are duly and promptly
remitted to us, we shall be able to do, what
weare sure our supporters desire —to apply,
without fear of retrograding, to the bene-
wlen: schemes of our Church, the profits
of The Presbyteiian for the year 1863.

Tex exceeding importance of the subject
is our excuse for arxain adverling to
University Reform.  Wo desire to inform
our readers as to the present position of
the question. This is re..dered necessary
by the partial way in which the recent pro-
csedings of the Senate of the University of
Toronto have been represented in some
Upper Canadian papers.

A few months ago the report of the
University Commissioners  was  printed,
a0d the country put in possession of the
results of their inquiries.  The repurt fally
confirmed the charges that had been made
in reference to wastcful expenditure, on
the part of the University of Turonto. The
efiect of this waste was to deprive the afhi-
liated Colleges of the surplus ts which they
were entitled by the Act of 1833, It has
now been clearly established, that these

Heges hava becn spoiled of a manificent

dowment provided by statute. The re-
01t proposes a scheme Ly whiih repara-

on may be made and the cducation of
€ country promoted.  This scheme coun-

s of two distinct parts, viz. the acade-

¢ and the financic!

|

1. The acad mic.—The commissioners
drew up a set of queries in reference to
the re-urganization of the Cuiversity, and
these were sent to the heads of cach of the
affiliated Colleres, and to the Senate of the
Cuiversity of Torunto, for auswers. The
repiies shewed a gratifying amoaant of una-
nimity, and the scheme of the commis-
sioncrs is founded upoun these replics. The
essential features of this schemeare: (1) A
general University Board to be called the
“ University of Upper Canada,” in which
cach of the affiliated Colleges is to be equal-
Iv represented; (2) A common examina-
tion for degrees, by exantners appuinted
by the University Board, the students of
cach College to be examined at their own
College; (3) An equivalent curriculum in
each College; (4) The conferring of degrees
by cach University in virtue of its own
; harter, but only ua students who have
- passed the examination of the general Uni-
versity Board  The Senate of the Uni-
versity of 7 ronto unanimously agreed to
this plan at a very large meeting, and the
head of University Cullege also gave his
unqgualified a-sent.  The comin’ssivners, in
putting their gueries to the varivus Colleges,
carefuily avoided complicating the acade-
mic scheme with any financial matters, and
the answers were expected to be purely
academi. The Senate of Turonto, Low-
cver, thought it right to insert a saving
clause to the following effect :—" It is to
be understoe ] that this sagrest’ou is not
intended 1o intorfere with the (ndowment
of University College, it being the opinion
of the Seuate that University College has
afint claim W a fixed endowmeint, amply
safficient to its suppurt iu its present state
of efficiency.”™  This was assented to by all
. the membery, as it was in accordance with
, the Act of 1853. The Sectate, however,
. did not recommend any plaa of apportion-
. ment of the surplus this being leit by the
I Act to Parliament.

2. The ginancial —The commissioners
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in their report propose a financial scheme
by which the academic reform, sugzested
by the Senate of Turonto and the affiliated
Colleges, might be carried out.  According
to this scheme the allowance to Uniiersity
Coilege is to be reduced frum $30,000 to
$28,000, and the surplus applied in the
shape of scholarships to the affiliated Col-
leges. This $2,000 is the only sum to be
taken from the present revenues of the
University College.  But the commis.
sioners hold that the sums, alienated from
the University with the view of preventing
a surplus, properly belong to the other afli-
liated Colleges and should be restored by
government. It is also proposed to capi-
talise the present annual grants, and the
whole annual sum for each aflihated Col-
lege, including that from the University
property, would be $10,000. By this plan
University College will retain its present
income with the exception of $2.000, and
this is more than compensated by allow-
ing retrenchments in departirents which
do not promote its cfficiency. This plan,
so far from spoiling University College, is
simply a restoration of the nights of the
other affiliated Colleges.

A meeting of the Senate of Toronto was
recently called to declare its opinion of the
scheme of the commissicners, and a reco-
lution was proposed with the view of re-
tracting its sanction to the academic por-
tion. After a protracted discussion extend-
ing over two davs, an amendment was una-
nimously carried which preserved that
sanction intact, but which declared that
the Senate did notin that sanction approve
of -any scheme of partitioning the Univer-
sity endowment.  The position of mattenis
now precisely what it was last year wihen
the Senateproposed its plan of academic re-
form. It still adheres to that pla, bat ob-
jects to the commissioners’ financial scheme,
All the academic bodies, including the
University of Toronto, are at one as to the
best plan of re-organizing our Univerity
system.  The difference is merely financial,
but this difference should be no bar to leg-
islative action.  The academic bnilies
have done their part by recommending
an academic scheme.  Itis for Parliament,
if it approve of the scheme, to devise means
by which it may be carried out. The re-
cent political complication interfered with
legislative action, but it is understood that
a hill will be introduced assoon as possible
with the support of leading men of boih
sides of the House.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

It is only a little more than bhalf a cen-
tury since the Church of Christ was roused
to a sense of her obligations, to convey the
gladdening messago of the gospel of peace
to the heathen. %)uring that short period
the spirit of missionary enterprise has as-
sumed the stately proportions of an orza-
nized combination of agencies, schemes, and
societies, having for its holy and noble aim
the world-wide diffusion of the trath as it
13in Jesus. Ry the blessing of the Prince
of Peace liberally shed upon his own glo-
riou~ caus», the sucer ss of missivnary efforts
1s now sumething truly wonderful to con-
template. But 4 short time ago the map
of the world, in varying colours, only indx-
cated the kingdoms of the world which
had acquired dominion over its territories,
and other lesser marks pointed ouni the
scenes of bloody coutlict between contend-
ing powers, the ports which had opened up
to maritime discovery, and the principal
stations where modern commerce had suc-
cessfully established it-elf.  Now, however,
the topography of the earth’s surface has
assumed quite a ditferent aspect.  The de-
lincation of the Chureh’s conquests gives it
anow and more interesting appearance, as
they tell of the openirg of continents anl
kingdoms to the admission of the soldiers
of the cross, and of “ the multitude of the
isls ™ which are rejoicing under the wav-
tng banner of Christianity.

The value of this change is not to be es-
timated only by the measure of good which
has been accomplished in foreign lands, by
the number of conversions among the
heathen, or the progress of enlightening
civilization.  The influence upon ths
Cliurches, which have engaged in the work,
has been of a most refreshing and invizo-
rfting character. A new and purer life at
home has been the invariable result of the
transmission of Christian zeal abroad.  Sim-
ultancously with the rise aud progress of
foreian mussions, the necessity of domest'c
cvangelization has commanded attention,
and in the various walks and offices of in-
dustrions application, which such attention
has called into existence, there have been
achievements not less marvellons, and
claiming no less grateful avowal. than the
triumphs which have signalize | the propz-
gation of Christian knowledge bevond the
seas. Truly delightful it is to sec the va-
tious Christian denominations thankful'y
tracing their rencwal of inner life to the
biessing of God upon their mission schemes.

It is now universally admitted that wme
sionary activity is an essential test of the
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true scriptural character of a Christian
Church, seconl only to the all important
one of holling the truth in its purity.
These two, it is felt, are in fact necessary
co-existences. As in the single member,
so0 in the collective body, a diffusing, leaven-
ing, missionary outgoing of religious io-
fluence is the na‘ural product of sound
doctrine. The love of the truth inevitally
begets the etfort to sprealit, and this effort,
once begntten and well applied, affords a
new practical illustration of the power f
doctrinal verities ; so that any Church
faithfully cultivating and applying its re-
sources for the fulfilment of its share of the
commission, * Preach the gospel to every
creature,” finds, just as the individual
Christian fin Is, that the doing of the divine
will is the most valuable evilence of the
truth of the divine doctrine.

Ir any of our realers are contemplating a
sumimer trip, vet swithering where vo g»,
we would strongly recommend them to
visit the Lower Provinces, which they can
do with facility, comfort, and economy:
while much may be expected from the
change of scene, the influence of the sea
air, and the tforming of new arquaintances.
We have «“done it” repeatedly, and may
therefore be allowed to speak from expe-
rience. It has always ber. a pleasant ex-
cursion.  We think it extremely desirable
for Canadians and our fellow-subjects in
the Lower Provinces to see more of each
other. IBoth have much to learr of what
may be called their own country ; and as
the troubles in the States render travelling
amonz onr neighbonrs rather uncomtort-
ab'e at present, it seems a favorable time
for acquiring such knowledze. The route
1s very varied.  Leaving Montreal on Wed-
nesday, the traveller will be in time for the
steamer which leaves Portland for St. John,
New Brunswick, on Thursday afternoon.
If the weather be fine, (and it is always best
about full moon,) he has a delightful satl on
the Atlantic for two and twenty hours.
Arnved at St. John he will spend the after-
nwon and night in that enterprising city,
in the viciuity of which are fine walks ov
drivesamidst interesting sceners.  Leaving
next morning by train for Shediag, he will
have the pieasure of travelling at a mode-
ratcof speed onone of the best constructed
railways inNorth America, 2 hundrad miles
- length, lying a great part of the way
tughamostbeautiful country. AtShediac
ahittle steamer, said to be safi, if not very
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him to Prince Edward Island, the gem of the
Provinces, where, if he can spare the time,
it will be well to spend a few days. From
Charlottetown, its fincly situated capital,
the steamer which brought him thither
will carry him to Pictou 1n Nova Scotia, a
distauce of sixty miles. Thence a coach
ani six—a coach and six!—starts every
morning for Trare, forty miles off, and
over & woud road insammer. From Truro
to Halifax the journey is made by railway,
and after spending a suflicient time among
the Haligonians, another railway will take
him to Windsor, on the Bay of Fundy,
whose wonderful tides are famous all the
world over. From Windsor to St. John
the passage ismade by steamer, and during
its course, unless the weather be very fine,
it is more than likely that all the pleasures
and virtues of sea sickuess will be expe-
ricnced. The route of travel can be re-
versed from the directions now given, and
mstead Of returning by St. John and Port-
land, the traveller may arrange to take the
fine steamer, Lady IHead, from Pictoun or
Shediae for Quebec.  The cateress for the
travelling public in these parts have enter-
ed into a combination whereby, what is
called the “round trip,” ean be performed
at the moderate fare of $13.  The plan is
to take a ticket from St. John to St. John,
which is goud for all the modes of travel
in the round we have described from and
to that city. We wonder that the prin-
ciple of this trip is not acted upon by the
Grand Truuk people and the agents of the
steamer Lady Head, in concert with the
Lower Provincials.  Thereby one could
take a ticket from Montreal to Montreal,
or from Quebec to Quebec, and while seeing
and hearing more than most Canadians
dream of, help var providers of travelling
accommudation tu a little of the sweets of
profit.

In their Report to the Synod, the Committee
on Sabbath observance, after stating the na-
wure of the communications they bad hdld with
the principal Railway ani Stcamboat Compa-
nies, rccommended the Synod to appoint each
Minister to bring before his Congregation the
important interests invulved in the right obser-
vance of the Sabbath, and to du 50 on the first
Sabbath of August of the first Sabbath conve-
pient to him thereafter. The Synod very pro-
perly approved of this recommendation; and ia
accordance thercwith, we trust that all our
Miristers will preach on the due observance of

comforiable, will be found ready to convey | this most geacious, hioly, and uscful ordinance.
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Betos of our Thure).

COMMISSION OF SYNOD.

At its last meeting this Court adjourned till
the first Wednesday in August, on which day it
will meet (D.V.) in St. Andrew’s Church, Mont-
real, at 2 o'clock.

FRENCH MISSION.

In his last monthly report, of date June 30th,
Mr. Baridon states that all things are going on
well in his statiuns. The news of the dedica-
tion of the Missivn Church in Montreal was re-
ceived by his people with much pleasure. His
report alludes t) the remarkable resignation of
afamily of French Cunadians, who have been
out of the Romish Church fur many years. The
father and mother have been called to bear
severe affliction. Mr. Baridon bas officiated at
the funeral of three of their sons, and one was
killed Jast gautumn in the American war. All
this falls heavily on the bereared parents, but
they hiave been enabled to bear it with great
Christian meekuness. Mr. Baridon was called to
perform service at the burial of the last deceas-
ed, & young man of twenty, the day after his
return from Montreal at the Synod time. There
was a large atteodance, and it was a season of
great solemnity. The missionary took ad-
vantage of the occasion to speak serivusly of
spiritual concerns. May the seed thusscattered
in the deep furrows of death bring forth much
fruit to the glory of God!

Mr. Tanner's illness, we are sorry to say, con-
tinues, so that he is unfit for duty. Meanwhile
the Committee and the Church are much indebt-
ed to Messrs. Wolfand Doudiet,for their kindness
in keeping up regular services. Mr. Frereault,
a young man who receantly belonged to one of
the numerous Romish Orders of Freres, but is
now a member of Mr. Tanner’s congregation,
has opened a day school for children in the
basement of the Mission Church. Mr. F. is well
qualified, we believe, for the work of teaching
in French; and we are glad to learn that he is
getting quite an encouraging attendance of Ca-
nadian youths—18 in pumber to begin with. It
would be an imporiant auxiliary of our Mission
if the Committee could assist him, so that he
might continue permanently as he has begun.
But this brings up the old sore subject of
funds. Will no onc contribute?

We are glad to be able to place before our
readers, more fully than we could do in our lIast
pumber, the concluding remarks of Priacipal
Leitch at the openiag of the Mission Church.
They are as follows ;—

It was not for nought that the French Cana-
dians were placed under British sway. The
Conquest of Canada did not merely gain for us
national renown or commercial advantage. It
has laid upon us a natioaal responsibility. 1t
is the boast of Britain, that the suu never sets
upor her wide dominions. But why bas God

i

in hls providence thus widely extended British
sway ? Isit not that the Sun of Righteousness
may dispel the darkness of heathenism and
pupish superstition wherever the British power
is established ; and can we think of enjoy-
ing the blessings of Protestantism ourselves,
without endeavouring to share theso blessings
with our fellow subjects? In establishing a
French Canadian Mission, we are following the
example of the Parent Church of Scotland. She
has had for many years in her service an emi-
neatmissionary, 3. Boucher, who has dune mach
valuable service in France, by propagating the
principles of the Reformation in the darkest
provinces of that country. The Protestant
Church of France has Lad always the strongest
claim upon the sympathies of British Chris-
tians; and the Church of Scotland could
not more emphatically express this sympathy
than by supporticg a missionary, whose chief
work should be the strengthening of that
Church inits evangelisticefforts. The hearts of
Christians should nut despond at the little appa-
rent fruit of their labours in Canada. Much
good may be done though there be little appa-
rent fruit. It is wrong to measure the work
by the number of converts. The secret leav-
ening process may be great, while the number of
converts may be smail. The advanco of the
kingdom of God will likely be in arapidly in-
crensing ratio. The small trickling stream
rapidly wears out for itself & wide channel in
the embankment, so that the flood suddenly
covera the whole plain. The kingdom of God
will thus advance, so that its progress in tho
latter days willeappear to be rapid in the ex-
treme. It may at first sight appesar, that little
has been done in shgking the strongholds of
Popery, as it enjoys apparently as much out-
ward prosperity as ever. The religious pro-
cession whick this day attracted such crowds
in thig city, retains all its impressive character,
and scems to indicate that Rome, by her oat-
ward ritual exercises, has as powerful & sway as
ever over the minds of the multitude. But the
case may be far different. The imposing re-
ligious ceremonies of the Church of Rome may
be fast losing their religious character. Crowds
may flock to them as to any theatrical exhibi-
tion, and not from any belief in the religious
dogwas which they symbolize. The Paganism
of ancient Reme ceased to have any hold on the
minds of the people, long before there was any
chunge in the splerdoir of the external ritual.
As the faith of the people waned, the splendour
of the ritual rather increased. In like manner
it would be wrong to conclude that the
Romish faith retains, at the present day, all i3
vitality, simply because there is no diminu-
tion of its external splendor, or becauso
there are few openly to renodnce cornncction
with it. It is wheo the sun is about to set that
he lighteus up the world with bues of magic
beauty, but this evanescentsplendour is only 3
prelude to the total extinction of his light. The
increasing magnificence and populanty of the
Romish ritnal may be only the surest symp-



toms of decay,—the forerunner of & reaction
towards the real and spiritunl in the Christian
religion.  May all engaged in this guod work
be animated Ly the eucouragement of the
apostle : ¢ Be ye steadtast, unwovable, always
gbounding in the work of the Lurd, hnowing
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

MISSION TO BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Our readers who have perused our report of
the proceedings of Syrod, will be aware that
the Committee on Foreign Missions are ex-
‘pected to give particular attention, to the
claimg of British Columbia. Other denom-
nations have obtained a footlold in that new
proviace. The wonder bas been often expressed
that the Church of Scotland hus no minister
or missionary there, turepresent it, and attend to
tbe interests of Ler members. We Lelieve
thst an carnest desire to do something towards
the performance of an obvious duty is, for the
most part, the “-ducing cause of the effost
prvposed by our Synud, but the averting of
whbat must soon become a reproach to the
Church of Scotland is also 2 principal element.
The Colonial Committee seem to feel that
sume explanation is called for, aud we find the
following in their report:—

It will bave been observed that British Co-
lumbia still remains unoccupied. A letter of
inyuiry, addressed by the Convener to an
officer in that colony, as far back as J.ly, 1561,
i3 10 this day unanswered ; and though it is
well known that there arg many Presbyterians
in Vancouver’s Island, as well as on the ueigh-
bouring mainland, oo direct commuanication
from any of them has everreached the Colonial
Committee. Thus without a definite basis for
action, and with nothing better than a vague
hope of local assistance, the state of their
{unds necessarily became the cardinal consid-
ceration by which the Committee were governed.
They have had no choice but to wait—with
such patience as was possible. They are not
without hope that they will be able to report
to the General Assembly of 1564, the estab-

lishmeot of a Branch of the Church of Scot-
land in this new field.

KINGSTUN UBSERVATORY.

The Astronomical Society of Londen has
liberally agreed to give the use of a tramsit
ipstrument till a transit circle of cur own is
exccuted. By means of this temporary instru-
ment, the requirements of the deed of convey-
ance can be fulfilled. The essential want of the

Observatory is a transit circle, and an observer |

wto will devote his time exclusively to the Ob-
servatory.  Instruments are of no value unless
were are observers to work them, and yet this

1as been so much overlooked that most of the |
observatories in the United States, though well |

appointed, are lying idle. The Observatory of

Cambridge has fortunately an adequate staff, .

20d the results bave been most satisfactory.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

219

The cunquests in the ficld of science gained by
this siogle institutivn, have reaped fur Amen.
cu & renuwn greater far than any victories she
may zain on the battlefield. All has keen
done, too, by private liberality, and a similar
enlightened liberality is awakening in Canada.
It is to be huped that we may have suon, in
Kingston, an Observatory equipped in 2 manner
wortby of one of the oldest and most important
Colonies of the British Empire. Principal
Leitch is quite hopeful of obtaining five sub-
scribers of £100 each to secure a large trangit
circle, under the superintendence of the Astro-
nomer Royal, Mr. Airy, who has kindly under-
taken the executivn of it. The circle will be
known as the gift of the donors. Several
names are already received.

MORRIN COLLEGE.—SESSION 1862-3.

We have reccived a pampllet of 74 pages
with the above heading, dune up in a very taste-
ful style. Its contents are (1) List of officers
and students, (2) Proceedings at the opening,
(3) Deed of trust, (4) Examination papers.
Tutimatiun is given of the appointment of three
additional Professors, to be made befure the
opening of the session in November next,
namely, a Professor of Mathematics and Natu-
ral Philosophy, a Professor of History and
English Literature, and a Professor of Classical
Literature. The number of students during the
past, which was the first session, was 24.
Among other items of infor:nation, we notice
that arrangements with the Uuiversity of Mc-
Gill Coullege, for the granting of degrees, are in
prugress.  We have already acquainted our

| readers with the pruceediugs at the opening of

this (nstitution, the repurt of which occupies
the greater part of the pamphiet. The exami-
nativn papers, eight in number, shuw great care
and judgment in the preparation of them, and
are of a high order. The subjects are Pure
Logic, Aristotles Ethics, Greck Philosophy,

i Roman History, selectivns from Humer and

Plato in Greek, and from Cicerv and Horace in
Latio.

ASSISTANCE FROM THE PARENT
CHURCH.

From a copy now before us of the Report of
the Colonial Committee of the Church of
Scotland, presented to the last meeting of the
Genperal Assembly, we are in a position to
state our indedtedne's to the Parcot Charch
from May, 1§62, to May, 1863. It is well to
take notice of the liberal menner ia which the
Charch of Scotiand =aids in supplying our
spiritual destitution, were it for no other reason
than to show what cause we have for gratitude,
as the children of an affectianate parent. Two
, missionaries have been sent, for whom an
, obligation at the rat~ of £150 stg. per cnnum
has been undertaken for three years, and there
has been prid, for their outhts anu passage

L TONEFS, < eeveneennaennnnennnnss . £119120
, Salaries & nllowaances to ministers,. 446 92
, Grants for bwilding churches,...... 17500
Queen’s College,...... v cees- 33000
£1091 1 2
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This puts the matter only in & pecuniary form,
but when we luok at the application of theso
amounts,—the labours ¢f the missionaries, the
enabling of weak congregations to retain ihe
services of setuled ministers, the material help
in promoting the efficiency of our Collcge, and
the comfort of students who are loosing to
the ministry—the estimate assumes au inval-
uable character. Let us be thaakful, and
let those, who are more directly bene-
fited, not be satisfied with mere feeliegs of
gratitude for such kindness, and of respect
and attachment to the Church which is min-
istering it so ungrudgingly; but let tl}ez_n al§o
bestir themselves to the utmost activity in
improving the advantages,_which b_y such
means they enjoy. There is one thing we
think the Synod ought to do, and that is to
address the Church of Scotland year by year.
An jiterchange of sentiments would have a
saluary effect. There used to be such com-
mi aications. The branch of the Church in
Eagland keeps up this practice. If it were for
no other object than to acknowlcd_ge favours
received, it would be very becoming in our
Synod to resume it.

SABBATH SCHOOL, TOSSORONTIO.

1t is delightful to hear of the extension of |

the Sabbath School work throughout the coun-

1ry, and particularly so when the success which |

marks it is the resuit of patient, persevering
effort. In many localities it seems hopeless to
begii, but, once fairly begpn, aninterest is soon
excited, and the institution, struggling into
cxistence amid many difficulties, apt:ednl;v grows
robust and stourishing. It has been so in quite
a number of instances with which we ure ac-
quainted; and if those who can, would apply
themselves to the work, there are many }-ural
districts which would supp_ly additional xl!ug-
trations. Wherever the children of afew fami-
lies can be brought together for religious in-
struction on the Sabbath day,the attemptshould
ade. .
bc’l‘n;)e Sabbath schnol at Tossorontio, part of
the pastoral chargeof the Rev. Alex. McLennan
of Mulmur, was begun abput three years ago
in very unfavourable circumstances. Parents
were uninterested. Many of our cljxldrcn were
attracted to a Methodist School. When opeued
the attendance was only from 15 to 20. But
a few zealous friends of the Church pressed
forward. Discouragements were overcome, and
now the attendance num})ers 80, with a good
staff of teachers, and a library of 240 ':olumc's.
Mr. McLennan renders excn‘{plary assistance in
the work, and coaducts & Bible Class for more
advanced youths. On the 24th of :Ium‘hlnst a
meeting of the scholars was held, when 77 were
present. The cause was greatly encouraged by

the appearance of & considerable number of ;

heads of families, and others connected with the

!

congregation, as interested spectators. The |

children were examined in their knowledge of |

the Shorter Catechism, and gcncr:}l satisfaction
was afforded by the manner in which the proofs
and other passages of Scripture were repeated.
Suitable addresses were delivered by the Rev.

i
|
!

Mr. Hislop, the Res. Mr. McLennar, and one of

the teachers. Theexercises were varied by the
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singing of Psalms and Paraphrases, and the
bearts of the little ones were cheered by each
of them receivini the present of a book.

ST. JOSEPH STREET MISSION.
A CORRECTION.

A. F. K. gives an entirely erroncous state-
ment of the terms proposed by Mr. Morris to
Mr. Redpath, relative to the St. Joseph street
Mission. Mr. Redpath waited on Mr. Morris,
and was inforraed that we bad maintained s
Sabbath school in the district for three years,
that there was a local subscription of $1000 for
& church, and that a lo* had been offered on
favourable terms for a site. Nevertheless Mr.
Morris said, that as there was room for opl ¥
one Presbyterian church in the district, and
room enough elsewhere in the city for cvangel-
izing efforts, he did not think our Chareh should
act the dog in the manger, and therefore pro-
posed, that if within one year we did not erecy
a church we should surrender our right of prior
occupation to the Canuda Presbyterian Church
Mr. Redpath stated that these terms were quite
reasonable and acceptable to bim as an in-
dividual, and that he would communicate with
the Cominittee of his Church and report. their
reply.

Two or three days afterwards, Mr. Morns
addressed a note to Mr. Redpath informing him
that arrangements had been made to place a
Missionary in the district, who should devute
his whole time to it, which was done, and that
a church would be erected within the year. No
reply was ever made by Mr. Redpath or the
Committee to Mr. Morfis's proposal ; and before
the year elapsed, indeed in a very few months,
and without communicating with our com-
mittee, the Canada Presbyierian Church ob-
tained the lot previously bargained for by our
friends, and commenced to build ; our Church
then relinquisbed the district, and sur-endered
the vigorous Sabbath school to the other
Church. These are the facts of which a decid-
edly innccurate version has been given by
A.F. K—Com,

PRESENTATION.

The ladies in conuoection with the Presby
terian Church of Newmarket have presented
their pastor, Rev. John Brown, with asuperd
pulpit gown, as a mark of respect and
shght acknowledgment of the high apprecia-
tion ie which they hold him for his untiring
zerl aad faithfulness in the Ministry. The Rev
gentleman accepted the gift with many thanks,
and delivered a short but suitable address The
occasion was one of peculiar interest, exLibiting
as it did, in no unmistakable manner, the deep
feeling of sympathy and concord between pas-
tor and people.

SYNOD MINUTES.

The minutes of Synod, in the usual priated
form, are expected to be ready for distribution
in g few days. Sessions not in arrear to the
Synod Fund are entitled to a copy for cach
dollsr they contribute.
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APOLOGY.
To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Sir,—Your correspondent (A.F.K.) demands
sn apology for the statement made in page 166
of The Presbyterian, that * the hancing over of
the loaves and fishes would be received by the
Canada Presbyterian Church with clapping of
bands.” I regret exceedingly that our Free
Church brother should bave taken offence
where no offence was intended.

It is granted that the offensive expression
referred to was neither very ¢ classical,” nor
vet, perhaps, when taken in a lite:al sense,
strictly correct in point of fact. Must I explain
the meaning desired to be conveyved? Simply
this :—that participation in a sum of money,
sufficiently large tu be valuable and useful in
s high degree, a3 a missionary fund, in the
event of a union of our churches, would bo
acceptablo to the party who sheuld unite with
3.

Nothing, now-a-days, can bs done without
money. As a means of extending the boundaties
of the Redeemer's kingdom upon earth, it i3
acknowledged by the best of Christians to be
sn indispensablo auxiliary; and I can see no
good reason why yuur correspondent should
effect, on behalf of his church, to ' sneeze”
(1 hope I will not have to apologize for the
expression,) atso respectable asumas £135,000
of lawful money, Lunestly come by, and irrevo-
cably set apart for the best of purposes.

Iam reminded that ¢ the whole attitude and
action of thie C. P. Church on the question of
the Clergy Reserves should preserve them from
sach an ungenerous statement as this.” * At-
titude” aed ¢ action” are very different things,
and may be held as representing the principles
and practwce of the Free Churcli. The most
reliablo source of information respecting either,
at my command,is an exceedingly well ar-
ranged * Digest of the Synod Minutes of the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,”
edited by the Rev. A. F. Kemp. Referring to
page 239, I find the following statement in con-
nexion with the question of state endowments
of religion: **TL Brethren of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada hold, that there are circum-
atences in which the Church may lawfully ac-
cept of them."—] substitete the word Church
for State in the passage referred to, belicving
the latter to be a misprint. That is the  atti-

tude’—the principle conceded—that endow-
ments “ ab extra” ere not inconsistent with the
standards of the Free Church in Canada. Now
for the ** activn.” Says A. F. K., ¢ we refused
a share of the Clergy Reserves when it was
offered and would gladly bave been given us.
We forbade vur ministers in terms the most
peremptory from accepting it,” &c., &c.

By what process did our Free Church friends
come to this righteous resolve ? From the same
excellent authority (p. 411) it appeers, that
three months after their frst meeting of Synod,
in 1844, the very first actiun of that Church, on
the Clergy Reserve question, was the drafting
of an address to his Excellency, the Governor-
General, the object of which was that His
Excellency * may be able to decide, whether or
not her Majesty's Government will o disposed
tc continue those allowances from government
enjoy:d by some of their pumber.” Theanswer
to this inemorial set furth, ¢ that according to
the opinion of the law officers of the crown, said
allowances could not be continued on ~rcount
of the new position in which the Synod stand.”
Had the memorial been answered favourably, let
me ask your correspondent what vould have
been the ‘¢ attitude and action™ of his Church
to day on this same question? Bearing in mind
this first ¢ action,” it i3 easy to account for &
subsequent refusal without bringing up the old
story of **sour grapes.” The question of the
appropriation of the Clergy Reserves had be-
cume & political one, in which individual mem-
bers of the Free Church, as is well known, took
a very active and united part. And in this
way the Church became virtually committed to
a policy from which it cculd oot honourably
recede.

I think there i3 no valid reason why our en-
dvwment Fund should be an insuperable obstacle
to Tnion. I tlink that wheu all other matters
are satisfactorily arranged a solation will be
found for that. 1 still think that whea that
good time comes, it will find our Free Church
fricuds glad to stare with us the too small por-
tion that bas fallen to our lot. But that I may
po. give offeace now, aud so possibly put my-
self in the position of an obstructive, I chear-
fally qualify the statewment alluded to, by re-
cording my belief that they will evidence their
satisfaction in 8 becoming manner—uwitkout
clapping of ~nds.

A Lavuax.
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AGE OF THE SUN.

By Prixciear Letreou.

strictly scientific form. The expression of this
theory is—that heat is but a form of force, and

. that for so much heat there is an equivalent of

Perhaps tk» most daring attempt of astro-
vomy in modern times is that of fixing the age
ofthe sun as an incandescent light-giving body,
and that of the earth as a solid inliabitable
globe. In reference to the earth, geology plain-
ly indicates successive periods oc chapters of !
itg history, but no scale has been furnished of |
the length of the periods, and no approximation '
bag hitherto been made to the whole period
from the first to the last page of the geological
record. Science has at last attempted to assign
an approximate date to the laying of the foun-
dation stone of our world. A scale has been
found by which the whole period can be mea-
sured within certain limits. You cannot, asin ’
the section of a tree, tell to what year each
layer belongs, but you can ~ssign a date within
limits to the first page in the record, or, in
other words, to the first solidification of the
earth,

Again, ag to the sun, its past physical history
seemed to be entirely withdrawn even from
speculation. He has enlightened our globe
from one generation to another without any
appareat diminution of strength, and we have
formed the instinctive belief that no limit in
the past or any in the future can be assigned
to his functions. No proof of progress or decay
has been detected ; and it has been thought that
nothing but the fiat of the Almighty can quench
bis rays. Principles have, however, been now
recogpized which enable us to assign limits,
and to show that he has not shone from a past
eternity, and that he has s limited existence as
an incandescent body. This limit assigned to
the solar system forces us to recognize the hand
of a Creator. The atheist has always challenged
us to adduce proof of & beginning. His argu-
ment is that the present order of things may
have been from eternity, and that we are bound,
if we hold a different view, to exhibit proofs of

a beginning. We are not by any means bound,
in order to maintain the doctrine of a Creator,
to demonstrate that the present order of things
bad a beginning. Still it is satisfactory to be
able to meet the demand of the infidel, and to
assign a limit to the present order of things.
In order to understand the manner in which
a limit is se: to the past history of the sun, it is
necessary to advert to the dynamical theory of
heat, which Las recently been redaced to a

force, and that for a given force there i8 an
equivalent heat. This Las been ackrowledged
in a loose general manner. For exemple, the

. heat of the furnace gives its power to the steam-

engine; and in & similar way power or energy
can be converted into heat. The power of a
steam-engice or a water-wheel may be employ-
ed to produce heat. Where water-power is

. abandant, it is employed to produce friction be-

tween iron plates, and these plates become 30
hot that they serve as a stove. Again, the
blacksmith car convert the power of his arm
into heat when ho hammers a piece of iron till it
is red hot, and sufficient to light bis fire. Force
is converted into heat when the axles of a rail-
way car take fire. The power of your finger i3
converted into heat whea you pull the trigger
of a flintlock. The spark is the heat product of
the power of your Snger. The obvious relation
between force and heat bas always been ac-
konowledged, but it i3 only recently that the
exact quantitative relation has been detcrmined.
The relationis thus expresst. . * a unit of heat
is equivalent to 772 fuot pounds.” By a unit of
heat ismeant heat sufficient to raise 11b. water,
1° Fahrenheit. Suppose one pound of water
enclosed in a vesael fell from a height of 772
feet,it would be foungd that it had becume warm-
er by 1°, That is, (he force of the concussion
has been converted into so much heat. Onthe
other band, if this 1° ofheat could be extracted
from a pound of water and applied to move an
engine, it would raise, if there was no friction or
loss of power, & pound of water to & height of
7172 feet. The great law of force or energy i3
that its sum is ever the same. It cannot be an-
uibilated. It may change from one form tothe
other, but the sum is ever the same. If there is
2 loss in mechanical power, there is & gain in
some otlier force, such a3 heat, electricity, or
chemical affinity. T.e mechanical power of
thie Falls of Niagara is lost as such when it
reaches the bottom, butit only changes its form,
for it only becomes hicat , and this heat, if all ap-
plicd to an engiue, would raise the whole mass
again to its former level. The heat of the fur-
nace of the steamer is converted into the me-
chanical power of the engine. This power i3 re-
couverted into heat by the blow of the paddle
and the impact of the ship upon the water.
What is lost in one form is gained in another.
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The sum i3 always the same. It is like a sand-
glass: the sand is always the same in amoun
though it is constantly changing from one end
to *he other.

Let us apply this principle to the heat of the
son. When a Lall is discharged frum a gun
and strikes an object, it i3 fuund that both the
ball and the object struck have risen iu tem-
perature. if the furce is sufficiently great you
cannot tuuch the ball, it is s0 kot ; and just in
proportivn tu the power of the gun will be the
heat of the bull. If tle puwer be sufficiently
great, the heat may be su intense a3 to bring it
to a white heat ard melt the ball. The m.teoric
stones that sometimes full to our earth may be
“regarded as balls,but moving with much greater
velocity. They strike against our atmosplere
with so much furce that the force is converted
into heat, 30 in ense thut they glow or become

incandusceni. Suppose our earth, in itsrevolu- |

tion, struck against some opposing object likea
target, what would be the consequence?
farce would be converted into heat, and the ve-
locity i3 so great—20 miles a second—that it
would be immcdiately brought to the melting
point, It would glow like the sun, and becume
a luminous budy. The heat wuuld be equal to
that pruduced by the burning of fu irteen carths
made of cual. But this is nutall. It would then
fall into the sun, and would by its luss of mo-
mentum pruduce a heat 400 times greater than
before, and it would be seen on the sun's disc as
a bright luminous spot.  The furce of the earth
falling upon the sun would communicate u
heat 10 the sun cquivalent tu the heat emitted
by the sun in a century. It would serve as
fuel for that length of time. Nuw, the Leat of

The |
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the sun is most probably due to thissource, the
cunzersion of power intu heat. It is prubable
that it is not a combustion. If the sun were
composed of coal, it woulc last at the present
rate only 5,000 years. The sun, inall proba-
Lility, i3 not a burning but an incandescent
body. Its light is rather that of a glowing
molten metal than that of a burniog furnace.
But it is impossible that the sun should coa-
stantly be gising out huat, w.ivut either losing
heat or Ueing supplied with new fuel. We
know the heat of the sun. Each poin. i3 about
thirty times Lotter than the furnace of aloco*
motive, that i3, a square foot of the sun's sur-
face gives thirty times mure heat than a squars
fuot uf gratiog io a lucomutive. Yet the mass
of the sun i3 so great that it would require
3,500 solar systems, if made of cual, to account
for the heat of the sun. Assuming that the
Leat of the sun has been kept up Ly meteoric
. bodies falling into it, and proof has been given
uf such full, it i3 possible from the mass of the
solar system to determine approximately the
period during which the sun has sioneas a
luminary. On boarding a steamer you can by
, examioing the hiuld fur coals, aud ascertaining
its capacity, tell approximately how long she
. has been on Ler voyage. Limits can be set to
the fuel of the solar system, and therefure limits
can also be assigned to the existence of the san
as our lumirary. The limits lie between 100
miliions and 400 millions of years. These are
envrmous periods, but still they are definite.
~ The mass is.v great, and the couling is 30 slow,
that, evcn on the supposition that no fuel was
alded, it might be five or six thousand years
before the sun cooled down a single degree.

Wotices andy Dedickos,

Lire or THE Rev.James Rosertsox, D.D,,
F.B.S.E, Professor of Divinity and E.-
clesiastical History in the University of
Edinburgh. By the Rev. A. H. Char-
teris, M.A.  Edimburgh :
Sous.

Every ouc who has noticed the doings
of the Church of Scotland in recent times,

is familiar with the name of Dr. Rolert- |

son, who, from the commencement of the
movement, was the bcead and soul of the
Qeneral Assembly’s noble scheme to provide
a voluntary endowment for the chapels be-
longing to the Church.  But there are few,
at least in this country, who are acquainted

lackwood &

| with the many excellent qualities and use-
i ful labours of this truly great man. The
i work before us is a very full and interest-
i ing memoir, containing graphic and de-
I lightful pictures of its subject in the varied

positions he occupied, from the time when

he was known at school as “ Wee Robert-
{ son,” always at the top of his class, to the
v last of his days, when lLie was fairly borne
'down by his incessant and indefatigable

labours. His life by Mr. Charteris, the succes-
z sor of Dr. Caird in Park Church, Glasgow,
| is a valuable contribution to the modern bio-
| graphical literature of Scotland, written in
. au excellent spirit and in an excecdingly
. pure and engaging style of composition.
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Its chief value, Lowever, consists in its
faithful portraiture of une. whose genuine
fuli-hearted (atholicity was ever beaut*ully
blended with the purest patrictism au { the
most ardent Church love. In the “ten
years conflict” preceding the schism of
'42, Dr. Robertson’s views of the questions
which were then so keenly avitated were
not very widely espoused and were fre-
quently misunderstoud.  Bat,as vle calm-
I3 reflects upon them now, thes appear to
bave heen distinguished for the clearness
of their discrimination and the wisdom of
their proposals, while the purity of his mo-
tives 15 placed beyond all question. The
chapters devoted to their exhibition are
foll of interest, und with the perusal of
them the conviction gaius strength, *hat it
would have been well for the Charch, on
many recent occasions, bad they prevailed.
‘We hope this excellent volume will come
ioto the hands of many of our readers.

History oF Ireraxp, civil and ecclesias-
tical, from the earliest times til' the
death of Henry II. By the late Rev.
D. Falloon, D.DD, LL.D. Jobn Lovell,
3fontreal.

The aunthor of this history died in his
incumbency of the Episcopal charge of
Ricbmond, Canada East. The manuscript
was found among his papers, after’his
death, and is now pablished under the
editorship of the Rev. J. Irwin of St
Luke's, Montreal.  One is naturally indul-
gent towands native literary effort.  Books
of Canadian authorship are not so plenuful
that we can afford to disparage them when
any thing good can be said of them.  But
s volume requites no apology, cither as
to matter or strle. Oa the contrary, we
applaud the judgment and accuracy dis
played in the former ; and asfor the latter

it is terse and clasdeal, and therefore ;
agreezble reading, reminding us in every
e of the scholarly attainments, exact !

philesophical thought, and n.cthodical ex-

pression of the estmable author. Theonly

thing requiring apolngy s the price of the
volume—a dollar znd a quarter. Bat when
it is st2ted that, in a pecuniary point of

view, it 15 pablished in behalf of Dr.Tal |
Joon’s widow, the price is quite exrussble,

and we hope to sc¢ more than ane ediion
of it sold.

Maicxat's Moxirear Direcrory, 1863-64.
John Lovell, Montreal.

We are iadebled to the publisher for a
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i copy of his first issue of this annual, which

| is certainly 2 vast improvement on.its pre-
decsssors, both in quantity and quality. If

i bainstaking ensures accuracy the public may

| expect it here; and if enterprise should com-
mand success, the publisher is clearly enti-
tled to it. In a pupulous and rapidly in-
creasing city like Montreal, sume kind of
Directory is indispensable, but the issuing

| of a guud reliable Directory is a very men-
torivus undertaking. Mr. Lovell will no
doutt lose mun:y by it this year, but we
trust Le Las suwn the seed for future
profits.

A Histonrr of tre IvteELLECTTAL DEvEL

opuENT OF Evrore. By John W,
Draper, M.D., LL.D., Professor of Che-
mistry and Physiology in the University
of New York. Dawson Brothers, Mon-
treal.

This remarkably interesting and valuable
work we have not space to notice as it de-
serves or as we would desire. It is an al-
tempt to supply in a scientific manner evi-
dence of the mental progress 8f Europe,
which, it is pbilosopbically presumed, is as
much under the control of natural law as
any other set of phenomena, those of bodily

owth for example, can be proved to be.

o collecting and arranging of such evi-
dence is, as far as wé are aware, a depsrt-
ment of Human Physiologw hitherto un-
tried. Man in bis social relation is the
subject, and the task undertaken is to llus
trate, on physiological pnnciples, the or-
derly progress of éivilization and the con-
!ditions under which that progres iakes
I place. The field in which the author ga-

thers his facts is the intellectua! histors of
, Europe. The ficld is wide, and with amez-

ing iadustry and discernment the collec-
' ton is made and presented in no swinted
measurc—preseated too in a styie of wnt-
©ing which is exceedingly rcund and for-
{ cible, if it be a little too full for some lite-
j rary tastes. The ingenuity displaved i
'
!

selecting and putt.ng many of the iiladr-
tions is very sinking. The effort mast
; commend itselfl to every reflecting mind,
" and we are sure that cvery reader will have
much enjovment and prefit from his pere-
sal of the volmne.

i
. Tus Coxrrste Wonks oF Rionarp Sinrss,
DD, Vol IV. Tuz Wossrs or Tuo-
Mas Goowix, D.I), Vol VI Dawswd
Brothers. Montreal

R

These are the two latest volumes of
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Nichol's series of standard Divines, of the
Puritan Period. We have alrealy done
our best to recommend, for cheapuess and
value, this series of republicativns, more es-
pecially to theolugical readers. We would
again remind such that for $6.50 per an-
num are supplied six volainesa year in the

finest style of printing, bound in the most |

durable manner, and averaging from 500 to
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. 600 pages. The first of the volumes now

before us consists of treatises and sermons
" frum the (pistles to the Corinthians.  The
. salject of the second is preéminent in im-
. purance, to wit, the work of the lHoly
, Ghost 1o our salhation.  Both are distin-
" gaished for richnesc of thonghy, spirituality
of sent'ment, anl brealth of practical ap-
t plication,

The @hurches md {heir Flissions.

BRITISH AMERICA.

Cixapa.—On Ssatarday the 4th ult, the er-
emony of iaying the corner stoae of the New
Bpiscopal Charch of St. James the Apostle,
oa St. Catherine Street, between Mouutain
«nd Gay Streets, Moatreal, was performed by
tbe Lord Bishcp snd Metropolitan, assisted by
the Rev. Mr. Ellegood. A namerjus attend-
ance of ladies and genticmen 2lso assisted in
the devotional cxercises incidental to tho
ozcasion.

The Bishop of the Episconal diocese of Huroa
st the recent meeting, s2id io bis nddress:—

Since the last mecuing of the Synod in June,
1562, some changes hare taken place in the
body of the clergy. Three have removed from
the diocess, and are now cmployed in the
diocese of Toronto and Montreal, and onc has
retaracd to Europe. Thas the number of the
clergs has been reduced by six, and in thar
stead four deacons have been ordained ia the
coarse of the year, and two clergymen have
been reccived into the diocese, one from the
Goited States, and one 1rom the Church of
Rome. Thus the number 15 stll seveaty-six.
The increase anticipated last year has not been
rezlized ia consequence of the withdrawsl of

£0 many clergrmen, whick he trasts will be the |

caase of renewed action oa their part to eda-
cate Iministess ia thar owa dioces~.  His Lerd-
ship next referred to the flatlering success of
the project mentioned by him ia his charge to
last Sraod, of forming a college where young
men might be trained under his owna evye.
For this parpose ke commissioned the Vener-

adle Archdeacon Helimuth to proceed o Eag- -

Iszd = his commissary to plead their canse.
In this he was successfal ia his Srst visig, col-
lecting neasly $23,009, and as a resultl the
propesty of the late L Ridout, Bsq, was pui-
ctased immediately for tie college, the ven-
emable Archdeacon being appointed principal
axd diviaity professar In Octlober he agan
weat 1o Baglaad, when hismission was signaliy

sxccessful. A kind friead ofered L3070 sier-
Biag, to eadow a divinity chair, which has

Beez accepied sad the amoual invested.

A socel gathenag of the members of the
Congregat:oar: Union was heid oa the occason
of theas 1ast anacai mecLag 1a Moaweal, After
panskiag of a repast ia the basemeat of Zion
chareh, the company assembied op siaurs to
Bsen o the sweet masic of the o gaa =ad chous,

. sad also receive the brethren who had come as

| delegates from correspondiag bodies. Dr.Wilkes

tuvk the chair, and, with kindly allusions to
New Engiaad, caiied on Rev. Unish Balksm of

cizimung it from the Cungregationalists of Ca-
asda es the representatives of English Puritan-
15m, 10 the preseat fearful strugglein the Caited

]
t
; Maine, who referred to the valae of sympatby,
t
!
'

. States. The statistics of the churches in Maine

were given, shuwing increase, aithough many
brought out 10 cuancctivn w.th the labours of
Mr. Hammond were not contained in the re-
turas. God had blessed that Evangelist’s la-
boar amoag the young, and also to some emi-
neat men. Rev. J. P. Warren of Bostoa pre-
sented the operations of the American Tract
Societs of that city. During the last four years,
a carcer of great prosperity had beea entered
on; religious reading for the army was exico-
sively provided. Mr. Warren, in name of the
Socicty, presented the Union vith specimens of
its publications, which at a subscquent meeting
were accepted with thanks and  distributed
amozg the more destitute mission fields. Rev.
W. H. Daniels, of St John, N. B, congratalated
the brethren oa the courtesy of debate that pre-
vailed nmong them, as sbown by the discus-
sion at the College mecting that day  The posi-
tioa had beea stormed and taken, not aaly
without the loss of & man, bat without the loss
of any man’s temper. Rer. Joseph Wheeler,
of Albion, C. W.. had aa opporiunits of plead-
ing the claima of his siatiox tn assistadce in
the crection of a new chapel.  His speech cli-
cited cordizl sympathy and practical kelp.

The Cancde Obserrer saFs, as to the doings
of the Canada Presbyienaa Syzod at ils
late mesting in Hamulton :—These proceed-
. 1ags were fo far intercsling and importaat
but we do not feel calicd wpon tc form an
csimate of them. Iet us just molc o=e or
two thiags <hich might natamally be suggested
to aa inicliigent onlooker. Nothiag coald ap-
pear meie distineily than that there was 8
. considerabic divessity of opinton as to mere
modes of proceediag, aad that this divessity
natural'y gace fise o loag and nod very ~dify-
1ng discassions.  This may be vers easily ac-
couateu for from the d.ferent forms of proced-
8o¢ ta ®mb.ch membess 13 a separate state had
bren accastomed, aad there beong no gommon
recogaized staadard. The soones & book of
forms is agrecd apan, so mach the berter for
the Syacds wigady aad ~cmfort  Rqually
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manifest was it thata General Assembly would
be absolutely necessary, if not forthwith, at
least in the course of 2 very few years.

No vne cvuld Le present without biing alse
struch with the fact that the two sectivlis mnh-
ing up the Synod Lad entirdy disappeardd o3
such. The Synod is a perfictly hunogeneous
body. The union is cumplete. Free Church-
men and U. P.’s are so mungled upon all ques-
tiuns that no pussible alchom) ceuld separate
them icto two original budies.  This surdy is
a great point secured.

Tae Lowsn Provisces —The Wesleyan Con-

|

ference, the Svnod of the Presbyterian Church |

of the Lower Provinces, and the Synod of the !

Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Islend, all met at the same time, at
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. The
little city was full of ministers. and its hospi-

table people had an opporiunaty of cultnating |

the acquaintance and cnjuyang the intereourse
of many of the clergs. The meetings were
very agreeable,
land met in St. Jemes Church. The number
of its munisters is small, bat they are sold,
scholerly, laborivus men. It s the most humo-
gencous branch of the Parent Church. A

That of the Church of Scut- .

great acquisition to thesr ranhs has been madce |

this year by the arrival oi no less than nine

missipparies, ordaned ministers, from Scot- |

jand. Pracipel Leitch. of Queen’s Ceoliege,
and the Rev. W Snodprass, of Montreal, we.e
received as representatives frem the Canadian
Svynod. The amount of work jianned for the
cnsuing year is very large, but there was a
manifest determinaticn to carry it through. It
is proposcd to raise £240 stg. for the support
of = chair in Dallousic College, Halifax, each
vear for the next three years, and meanwhile
make up an amount suflicient for permancat
cndowment ;. it is proposed to relicve the Calo-
pial Cemmitice of neariy the whele suppon of
the nine missionarics they have sent; it is pro-
posed, if pessible, to enter the Foreign Mission
ficld, for which they have advertised for a mis

sionary ; and all this over and ahove the ope-
rations necessary to mamiain suffiaenily thewr
purely voluntary Congrepauional work.

BRITAIN,

ScotLazo.—The Res. Denald MeDenald, of
Tromisgarry, Nerth Uist, farmeily of Lochicl,
Canads West, bac heen iransiated to the parish
of Sleat, Isle of Skje.

A College for daughiers of munistess of the
Cherch of Seatiazd has been crecied on the
property of Whitehuuse. close ta Grange Honer,
Edinbargh. It s a plain bailding eapable of
accommodating ) pujnis.  The cust has to be
defrayed bs sutsemiption. L5430 are aiready
secared. The jrame mover in thes excellent
cnderprise is the Rev. Mr. Esdade of Reseckse

This vear's rejort an the Church of Scotland
Sabbath Schoois, is ihe mest satisfactess whach
the committee hate s¢f been alic to sabimat to
the General Assepbiz. 1714 sclawls are pe-
poried as i fuli operaton. tanght un ’p aver-
age for mear; en monihs of the year, wath
136,389 chuaidzen a the rell=anavemage atiead-

» fundamental doctrines of the

- e smr—taa—— e w-—
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ance of 111,584, tanght by 11,810 teachers
There are 712 mniuisters who are personall
engaged in teaching, and 252 who do not
personally teach.  £94 purishes have libraries,
306 have not, 78 parizhes mdke no returns
€5 have no schouls. As cumpared with las.
year's report, there is an increase of four
schouls; and on the average attendance a
ducrease of 4843, more than accuunted fur b,
the absence of returns frum two Synods.  Hal
these been given in, there would have been &t
increase of twenty-two schools, though the
average attendance would not have been made
up. Every other point of this return show:
an increase.  The number of scholars has risen
4302: of teachers, 488 ; of libraries, 72, The
amount of contributions has also risen from
£22 65. 8. to £30 15z, 7d.—increasc, £4¢
8s. 11d.

Tle General Assembly agreed by 2 vote tha,
three regular sessivas at the Divinity Hall,
shall be L ld as cunstituting a full curricuiom.
This assimilates the time of the Theologice!
course to that of Quern’s College, Canads
The asscmlly also agreed to the transmissio
«{ an overtare for the discontinuance of the
cxaminatior by Presbyieries of students befors
entering the Disinity Hall, and the appoint-

, ment of a committee, of fuur sections, to mee.

at the Tniversity seats at certain convenien
seasons for the examinaticn of such studeats.

The General Assembly adopted a report ez
the Church Courts Bill now only waiting (-
third reading of the House of Commons i
order to become law., The bill declares e
power of Church Courts to suspend a minsie:
when a 1ibel against him is found relenazt
The clause in last vears bill declaring tt-
powes of compelting attendance of witnessests
permission of the Shenif 1s omitted. to whie
omission  the report did not ohject, as anic-
pression pow Sitongiy prevaiis in well-infarme:
quasiers, that the.common law of the land
sufficient to give the powers sought.

Rr a majority of one vaote the General As
sembly agreed to the transmission of an Orver-
ture. giting liberty to ministers to employ mis
1sters of other Christian Chusches holding i
Confession ¢
Faiih, on condition that they conform to il
modc of warship. and that the minisier admi-
ting them report cvers admission fo the i
mecting of Preshytery thereafier.

The Geaeml Assembly sgreed to the adms-
sien of a student of Divinity from the Frie
Church. and of a student of Divinity and a
Licentiate from the UL . Church. Two othes
appiicatiuns of ministers, oac along wih ks
congregation, and anolhker a missioaniy &
Rembas, belonging to the latier Charch, wese
favourabiy enlettained, but remitted for 063
sidetation.  Exceileat enidence of the chame-
ter and qualuificalions of all the appicants *&s
submitied.

We notice the death of Dr. Aiton, minisies
of the panish of Dolphiaglon, weil Anowa as &
Tigotous controversialist in  Scotland, aad
knowa 1) maay of our readers from & reces!
st to Canada, daring which he raised & co-
siderable sam for a mission to Jermsalem  He
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is also favourably known as the author of the
#Life of Alexander Henderson,” ** Man.c Econ-
omics,” and many volumes of travel on the
Continent and in the East.

In the Free Church Assembly, Dr. McLeod
of Snizurt, Skye, was Moderator. There were
vigorous debateson innovativns and uLion with
other disscoting Presbyterian Churches, on
both of which subjects Cummittees were ap-
pointed. An interesting repurt oa the subject
of bouses for the working classes was submit-
ted, pointing out the evils of one roomed dwell-
ing3 which prevail to a very great extent, and
sbowing that some progress had been made to
remedy the state of things. The sum realized
for the Church aad Maanse Scheme was £2179,
pot & third of what was cxpected. Full re-
ports on the visitation of Colleges were given
1o, showing a gratifying progress in the several
departments. A long report un the inroads of
Popery was besard, from which we learn that
ths building of the Protestant Institute of
Seotland i3 nearly completed ; Dr. Wylie, as
Professor of the Institute, bas been giving in-
strnctions to 150 students in Edinburgh and
Glazgow. In conmection with this report, Dr.
Candlish spoke in strong terms against the
placing, upon & monumeatal cairn at Crathie
in memory of Prince Albert, of an inscription
from the Apocrypha in these words, * he being
made perfect in a short time, fultilled = long
time. For his soul pleased the Lord : there-
fore hasted He to take him away from the
wicked.” He said it was too bad that this
should be donc in the face of Bible-loving Scot-
Ixad, whick had mantained a loag and success-
fal struggle for the unadulterated Scriptures
against the Apocryphs, aad declared that the
thing originated with a small band of Eaglish
cergymen who desired to place the Apocry-
phs on = level with the canonical Scriptures,
aad who, he was sorry to say, had an influcntial
standing at the BEeglish Court.  Dr. Candlish
bas been severely taken to task for this denun-
tistion, by some of the leadiog British papers,
ia whose opinion, the Queen and all her sub-
jects are at perfect liberty, according to use
sad wont, to take their monumental iascrip-
tions from any source they please.

A proposal to maise £92,000 for the endatw-
meat of the Free Church Colleges was agrecd
to.

j
[l
!
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French-Canadian Missionary Society ; Mr For-
rester, Halifax, NovaScotia ; and Mr. Morrison,
Pictou, Nove Scotia.

Dr. Buchanan submitted the annual financial
Tepurt of the Sustentation Fund Committee for

; e year ending May 15, 1863, from which it
. appeared that the total amoant of the fund for

, 1862-3 was £114,292, 195, 9d.

The amount for

- 1961-2 was £112,615 6s. 5d., so that for the

!
|
!
]
!
!
|
!
!
!

|
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!
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present year there is an iucreasze of £1676
13s. 4d.

The report of the Jewish Mission Committee
gave 2 detailed staicment of the mission work
in Amsterdam, Breslau, Pesth, Constantinople,
Galatz, and Ancong, in Italy. Regarding the
latter, the committee state that ouf of & popu-
Iation of 153,518 souls, there are 120,000
grown-up persons that can neither write nor
tead ; and of the 20,847 chiidren between six
and twelve years of age, only 3287 are attend-
ing aoy of the public schools . and yet ibe pro-
vince of Aucuna, in an educational point of
Tiew, 15 one of the best in the Papal States.
The :acome of the scheme fur the year was
£2706, being a dimination of £151 on the

; receipts of the preceding year, which with their

increnased cxpenditare the Committee deeply
regretied.

In the Cardross case a new deliverance has
been given by Lord Jerviswande, the effect of
which, if confirmed, is that the Free Church is
absolved as a body, and the suit must now pro-
ceed against certain individuals, who scem to
have Leen summoned on the principle of being
representative mea from the leading Syoods.

E~xcraxsp.—The Hoases of Convocation of
Canterpury bave formally condemned Bisbop
Colenso’s book. The Liower House appointed
a Committee at its 1ast mecting to cxamings and
repoart on the hook. The report wasapproved,

" and a resolution was passed by the Lower

- as the Word of God.”

r. William Dickson (clder) gave in the .

teport on Sabbath Schools, which stated that
tho total number of schools in conncctica with
Se Church was 1952, having 243 Bible or senior
classes, aad aa aticadaace of 116,778 scholass.
Ia sddition to these were 24,939 pupils attend-
57 B.ble classes, which made 2o aggregate of
11,717 cader instruction, taught by 12,363
Sabbath teachers.

The report of the Caloniai Committee, which
Fas laid an the table, gase interesting deinils
of the stala of religion in Nova Scotia. New
Broaswick, Canada, West Indies, Madecira,
Hondarss, New Zealaad, New South Wales,

Queeasiand, Vicloria, Aastralia, Tasmaaia,
. remarkable feature was the sapport given by

.&i:x:ic:, Imiis, Itely, 2nd Fraace.
The Assembly was then addressed by Dr.
Taylos, Moatreal, ac a depatation from the

s

House, requesting the Upper House totakesuch
stejes th-reupon as they might decin expedicnt.
After an carnest discussion, °rjudgment” was
agreed 1o, and communicated to the Lower
House, that ¢ the book of the Bishop of Natal
involves crvors of the gratesi and mast danger-
ous character, subversize of faith in the Bible
The Lower Housc
unanimously sccepted and concurred in this
«judgment.”  This decision is important, not
onir 10 its hearing on the Bishop of Natal, but
as being the ficst formal Synodical act that
Convacaiion has taken in recent times. Those
wha are in favour of the revival of Synodical
powes regard this &5 a greal wrivmph.

Lord Eburs’s Rill in the Houre of Lords for
the ameadment of the Act of Un:ifarmitly, the
pnincipal object of which was to abolish the
declaration required to be subiseribed b persons
holding office in the Ec<iablished Church, de-
claring tuat the suhseriber belicved im “all
things coatained 15 the Baok of Common
Prayes,” has been loct on the second readiog.
The debate was a very able one. The most

the Rishep of Londos, who defended the pro-
poscd change.
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Sir Culling Eardley, the well-known Cbair-
man of the Evangelical Alliance, whose death
has just taken place, is universally regretted.
He won the affection of thuse who were brought
into cuntact with him by his warmth of heart
and true candor of mind. His ardour and seif-
denial in every good work are known every-
where. His loss will long be felt Ly thuse
whom be was accustemed 1o Lring together in
friendly intercourse, and to stimulate 1o many
praiseworthy enterprises.

The usual annpiversaries have been held in
May. The reports geaerally shuw a decrease
of revenue, to be accounted for by the Lanca-
shire distress.
attention than usual.
to be a determination on all sides to supply
mrore efficiently the wants of the large cities.
There vas no special feature in the foreign mis-
sion reperts of the year, except the position of
Madagascar.

The British and Foreign Bible Society held
its anniversary on May 6th, the President, Lord
Shbaftesbury, in the chair. The report un-
nounced = diminished income.
the ye.r applicable to the general purposes of
the society had been £84,263, and the amount
received for Bibles and Testaments £73,727 4s.,
making a total of £157,990 4s, being £9.693
17s. 4d. less than the preceding year. The
issues of the society for the year had been
2,123,660 copies. The first speaker was the
Archbishop of York, whase speech was listened
to with muchinterest, in its allusions cspecially
to recent assaults on Scripture: followed by
the Earl of Harrowhy; the Rev. Dr. Tidman,
Secretary of the London Missionary Socicty;
the Bishop of Carlisle, the Bishop of Mauritius,
the Rev. Emelius Barley, the Rev. Charles

Vince, the Rev. Luke Wiseman, and the Bishop - same penst servitude, for “ unlawful associs.

of Mclbourne.

the first time that a Prestiterian Synod has
assembled in that <ty , and the various reports
showed the vigour with which that Church was
extending itscif in the south. It was stated
that the spread of reading habits was modify-
ing the tone of the pricsts, sume of whom are
in the habit of urchasing Protestant bouks, and

work as Dr. Hanna's Last Days of our Lords
Passiwa. The Rev. Joha Regers has been nomi-
sated by many Presbyterics as Mederator of the
coming General Assembly.

The Dublin Young Men s Associatica(Church
of Ircizad) have been fortunate in their lec-
tures, and arc makiag a name for themselves in
this department, se distinguished in the well-
known Philosophical Institution of Edinburgh.
Sir R. Macdonnell, late Governor of South
Australia, has given them an admirable account
of that colony; and the last treat they have
hsd is a brilliant lecture from A. K. H. B. on
Pecple of whom more mught have been mede.

Some further changes are threatened in the
National Board. Convent schools hase been
recently permitted, a draaght of pup.l teachers
snd music-masters, &kc. It felt thatin this
way they become more efficient. Notr is it il-
legal, at present, to pay these teachers out of

Home work has occupied more |
There appears especally |

The receipts of -
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the Board funds; itis intended to introduce a
rule which will permit payment. Should this
be carried out, it will be a furtber important
step towards throwing the educativn of the
courntry into the hands of religious orders.

Spaix.—TLe religious persecution in Spain
continues painfully to vccupy the public mind.
An attempt Las been made, but without suc-
cess, to arrest its progress. The petition ad-
dressed to her Majesty Quecn Isabelln, by the
ladies of France, and carried to Madrid by
mysclf, was presentcd to the queen when sur-
rounded only by members of the royal family,
by a generous-minded prince, nobly devoted to
the cause of religious liberty. The gueen was
greatly agitated when the petition was placed
in her hund. At first she refused to read it,
but, yielding to the cotreaties of the prince,
she at length did so, declaring repeatedly that
her conscience as a Catholic queen commanded
her to let justice have its free course, and to
refnse the pardon sought. The king was at
first silent, but ¢ fterwards spoke to the same
purpose; even in the admirable petition 2d¢-

- dressed to the queen he discovered the workings

of the secret socicties. “We cannot grant s
pardon to Matamoros and his accomplices,”
said he, **unless they return to the Church of
Rome.” Urgently entreated to gi- ¢ a favour-
able answer, the queen retired to aer cabinet,
declaring that she would place the petition ia
the hands of the ministers. This was a polite
refusal, after one 1. wre bluntly cxpressed.

As might have been foreseen, the sentence
of the first judges has been confirmed. Mata-
moros has been condemned to nine years of
the galleys, and the loss of his rights of citizen-
ship : Alhama and Trigo, to seven years of the

- tion. and an altempt to adolish or change the
Irstasp.—The Synod of Dublia met at Cork, .

religion of the State,” - The crime of apostacy
has beea set aside. It cotailed an aggrazation
of punishment.  The conditivn of the condemn-
«d s not the less deplorable.  Besides the
prisoners of Grenada, there are three others in

. the dungeons of Malaga, in whuse favour the

ro3al clemency shonld Lkewise be implored

They are D. Antenio Marin, D. Antonio Ca-
even expressing their obligations to such a !

nenco, and D. Jusé GQounzalés, condemned $ike-
wise to seven years of the galicss.
-Tam gong to bid adicu to our brethren,”

I =rute, on leaving them, “with the batter

|
|

regret of not having accomplished anything,
for the present at least, to ameliorate their
coadition. I fecl as if the best part of me re-
mained with them in the dungeons of Grenada.
God will support them. His presence is visi-
ble in this prison where prayeris heard.  Mata-
moros cannot take a step, but the inhabitants
of this dismal abede—thieves, and the very
refuse of society—uncover respectfuily before

‘~. They feel that a good man is passing
by 17 If the sentence pronounced against these
faithful confessors of Jescs Christ is rigorously
cxecuted, they wiil be transported to the beg=e,
clothed in the dress of convicts, forced to per-
form the hardest labour. Will the health of
Matamoros, alreads so much enfecticd by three
Fears imprisonment, be able to endure this
trial ? It s, indeed, very doubtful. What 2o
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smount of responsibility does & government
take upon itself when it treate as iualefactors,
and rvets the convict chuin upun them, men wor-
thy the respect of the whole world ! Mataworos
. not alarmed at the pruspect. He is cuntent
10 go tu the galleys, and to Lear with him the
zessage of Christ!

«There,’ says he, *“ I shall preach His divine
werd. In these surrowful abodes, where so
many wretches languish and die of that thirst
which produces weariness of soul, there is the
pote need of the water of life.” The queen’s
pardon is held vut to Lim, if he promise to re-
tarn to the Church of Rome. But he spurns
this pardon with a luftiness of eluquence and
faith worthy the cunfissurs of the primitive
Church. “Ab, I can understand that when
matters of this wurld are called in question, a
guilty person may be given this alternative.
but 1 caonnout understand kow they can so
lightly tell a peacefu' subject, & sincere Chris-
tien, who has the honour of sufiering because
be is a Christian, that he must cease 10 be onc
in order to obtain his liberty ! Such an exam-
ple of tyranny could hardly be found in the
anngls of Spain while under the Moorish tribes.
Poor Spain ! My poor country !”

This same spirit is breathed in an admirable
letter, written on the 2nd May, and which can-
pot be read without emotion : it is like a
martyr's hymn! ¢ Behold., the time has come
for my departure to the galleys; the time when
my enemics pour forth all their rage! To de-
seribe all their inquisitorial intrigues would be

impossible. But what does it matter! On-
ward!  Onward! Let the holy name of
Christ be giorified !

1 cannot hesitatc sbout my path. The

Lord Himself opens the door wide before me.
There is no sorrow, no opprobrium, no suffer-
ing, which I will not jorfully accept for the
service of Chirist.

‘ Now that I have lost all my rightsas a
citizen, that it is impossible for mic to speak,
my encmics attack me with redoubled fury.
Oh, [ do not return them hatred for hatred. 1
am resigned to my fate. [ pardon them with
sl my heart. Onward! Ouward! [ accept
23 just and good ali that it has pleased my
Heavenly Father to decide for me.

“Pear friend, beloved brother, if 1 were led
20 the pillory, to the gibbet, all would be sweet
to me for the unchanging love of Iim who is
oar consolation, our strength, our perfect hope
aad our life I”

It is sweet to think that men Who are under
the weight of so iniquitous a law, arc upheld
by so lofty a frith and such divine consolation.
—JcLes Boxner in Christinn fork.

Catro~-The German missionaries of the Pil-
grim Missionary Society of Chrishona entered
apontue Cairo mission in 1861. Notwithstaald-
itg the short period they have been at work, they
bave done n great deal of good. Ia the first
Place, they have, by the assistance of the Ger-
mans, of whom there are about 200 at Cairo,
constracted a simple little chapel, in which
they preach to the Germans, and now also to
the Arabs, every Sanday.  Sccondls, they have

commenced & school, in which about forty |

chlldren of Jews and Copts, &¢., arc instructed.
Bat thirdly, what pleased me most is their
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Lolduess, chieerfulness of faith and luve, with
which they go about the streets, Lolding con-
versations o religiots subjedts with Gurmans,
Copts, Armeuiaus, Grechs, and Mubliamedans,
preaching Christ crucitied to all who will listen
tu them.  This is what no previvus missionary
has ventured upon at Cairo with such frank-
ness, and which very fen cuuld dy, if we con-
sider the fanatic..m of the Mubizincdans, that
Las not yet fully panssed away, Lut is, on the
contrary, fustered Ly the many learnud sheikhs
who are at Cairy, which is the central-point of
learning in Egiut. Besides, the pilgrim mis-
sivnaries go tu prison-houses, huspitals, bar-
racks, and to the watch-pusts of the Egyptian
sulliery, to distribute tracts and Bibles, aud to
cunverse with any oue who tahes aninterest
in the salvation of Lisummurtal soul.

Anvesixia.—The flluwing decply interesting
narrative i, from the journal of Mr. Staiger, an
agent of the Jews Conversion Scheme of the
Church of Scotlaed :—

Soon after we had sent off our last letters
by the way of Khartoum, dated from Gaffat,
which we hope are ia your h. ds, our ser-
vant, whem e sent to the king, came back
with the answer from the king that we should
wait in Gaffat until he cones himself thither,
which took place a few days after we received
the above-mentioned order.  On the 9th of No-
vember, we were called by the king to come to
him to the camp. Sowme of the German brethren,
whe arein the king's service, brought bim at
the same time 2 mortar which they made for him,
with which he was much pleased, because it
was the first thing of the kind he had seen. At
this very favdrable opportuniiy we were present-
ed to the king. to whom we first gave our pre-
sents—s nice carpet which we bought in Cairo,
three bottles of powder, and the stercoscope
which we received from the dear Committee in
Scotlandgfor this nurpese.  The latter especially
amused hini; but when he saw Jerusalem, be
was very much grieved. Hensked us, Why bag
not vet England or Germany, who confess them-
selves to be strong Christian nations, delivered
the city of our Lord from the bands of the Turks ?
By my death, ke swore, I will meet with the
Turks for this cause.  He asked us, What shall
I give youfor it? o told him that we did rot
want anything but his friendship and love;
with which be, howerer, was not satisfied, but
continued asking what was wanted. We
repiied to him that we came to his country
not for any matcrizl object or interest, but only
to teach and prociaim the blessed Gospel of our
i,otd Jesus Christ to the Jews. and others not
Christiaas in his counas, ard if he will allow
us this, and protect and assist us in this our
work, we hasc nothing clse to desive.  To this
he rephied, that if he cwatd extend his camp unto
the heavens, e woald like it—which means, if
he coald cause the Gospel to be syread, or
Christirnity to he cxtended over the wholo
world, he would like it. And he wished us not
only to teach the Jews and Mahommedans
in his country, bat said he would bring us also
to the Galles and Shangallas, to Caffa and
Acnares, and as far as the Adals, that we might

tuclaim to them the blessed Gospel of our Lord.
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We bave only to obtain the Abuna’s consent.
As loag as we stayed in the camp be treated us
very kindly. We were invited every day to
dine with him. Besides tlus he gave us twofat
cows, two sheep, and honey, wine, and bread in
abundance cvery day. We stauyed there four
days. When he dismissed us, he tld us that
we must wait in Gaffat until we have an answer
from the Abuna. He gave us twenty milk-cows,
saying he knew that the new-arrived strangers
are foud of milk and butter. Sv we returned
to Gaffat, praising the Lord for all the grace
with which he bad blessed us. We had lung to
wait until we recerved the decision of the King
concerning our Mission; bu. we regret not the
time whick we had tvspend in Gaffut, fur it was
a blessed time, and we found that it was God's
intention to give us & goud lessun of patience,
which is moro than anything necessary in this
country.

_ When we arrived in Gaffat, wesent a servant
instantly with a letter to the Abuna.  We wrote
bim that we had been sent by the Church of
Scotland in order to pruclaim and to teach the
Gospel amongst the Jews in Habesh, and that
we bave for this reazon already met with the
king and received his permission providing he,
the Abuna, also consents. As we had no pre-
gents for him, whichabove all isnecessary here,
Isent him my own watch and some flannel
shirts, of which hoe is very fond, and at present
in want. He received our servant very kindly,
and sent him back with a letter, in which he
writes:—'* Abuna Salama; Archbishop of Ethio-
pia, to W. Staiger and F. Brandeis, peace be
with yuu, &c.,, &c.  Your letter, which you have
sent me, I have received. When I meet with
the king I will counsel him about everything
concerning your work. Butin thg mean time,

|
i
|
i
|
i
!
|
|
|
|

if you will proclaim the blessed Gospel of cur .

Lord Jesus Christ to the nations, I haie no ob- |
our Lord Gud isreiguing, and doing according

jections. However, I do not like to have two

creeds and two churches in Abyssinia; but if |
you teach like Mr. Flad (the agent of the Lon- .

don Jews Society), and let the AS8yssinian
priests baptize your proselytes, you may teach
wh?revcr you like, unly thatyou teach nothing
which is against the Gospel, which would dis-
turb the love between us.  If you goto another
coontry—i. ¢, to the Gallas or Shangallas,
where Christianity isnot yet known, and where

Abyssinian priests not yet are—you nay do as

the king allows you.”
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The next day I went again to the king, who
was still in Debra Tebor, near Gaffat, in o-der
to tell him the auswer of the Abuna. He was
very glad about it, and told me if weo acknow-
ledge him tu be our protector and judge, we may
go wherever we like, and teach the Jews. He
said, “Go and seck the best, or for your work,
the most pruper place, and setile yourselves
there.” Therewith we were dismissed. This
was on the 25th Nuvember. Just the same day,
a year ago, we left Cairo. We did not think at
that time that it would be a whole year until
we became able to settle ourselves for our Mis-
sion in Abyssinia; but God's thoughts are not
as our thoughts, and His ways are not ours, but
they are far higher and diffetent (Isa. 1v.8, 9).

The 27th of November we left Gaffat and the
brethren there, and arrived in Genda the 30th
of the same month, where we lodged with Mr.
Flad several days. MMr. Flad wasso kind as to
go round with us in the country, whero the
Jews are living, in order to scek a suitable place,
which we found here in Darpa. It is near, or
rather in Gorgora, a district along the baok of
the Fana lake, where the greatest number of
Jews are living. We are surrounded by about
ninc or ten Jewish villages, where we hope to
labor pleasantly 2nd successfully.

On the 9th of December we arrived here, The
first thing we had to do was to build some
houses, or rather cottages, in order to live in.
We have a good deai of work before us, but we
praise God fer it

At present the state of things looks very
favourable in this country, but we have not yet
forgotten how it was a year ago, when the bre-
tbren were a kind of prisoners, or daily expect-
ing to be driven away. We remember the
word of the Psalmist, ii. 11, “ Serve the Lord
with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” Never-
theless we knuw, and have experienced it, that

to His will, and nut
tions of mean.

So I may conclude for this time, with the
vrayer to Gud that He may bless us and ow
work amongst the Falashes in Habesh, that we
may be alle to bring many souls to Christ, whom
we will proc.aim to those with whom we have
intercourse.

The Lord be with ail who assist us in our
work, with prayers as well as with means.

W. Stalgaz.

according to the expects-

Qeiicles Selected. .

—

THE ENTRY TO JERUSALEM.

Tarow wide the gate, my heart, and give thy
Lord
A welcome meet :
Take all thy palms, thine homage to afford,
Laid ot His feet:
Forth every wish, and thought
To racet the Christ be brought:
And song,of highest note, His glad arrival greet.

He cometh, meck cnd lowly, as of old
in prophet’s view;

'
'
¥

|

Haste to His path; and ali in Him foretold,
Thou'lt find as true:
With love of childlike glow,
On Christ attendant go;

. And childhoad’s hymuas the feith of childhood’s

time renew.

Thy Saviour on the height above hal wept,
Viewing thy sin;
Yet onward still Bis faithful journey kept,
Thy peaco to win:
Now, with salvation nigh,
To share His triumph hic;
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And up to Zion's dome thy course with Christ
bogin.

Hosarnna! bLlest be He who comes to save,
In God's great name :
Al things on ecarth, ¢'¢n stunes which mark the
grave,
Give loud acclaim.
Lord, in this heart of mine
Enter, as God’s own shrine,
From which Thy Loly acourge ull base defile-
ments drave.
—Lord Kinloch,

PASTORAL VISITATION.

Taart ferrent pastoral and sucial visitations
of his fluck, by the minister, give him great
power to du them good, is a fact that cannut
have escaped the notice of the most careless
vbserver. Thut many pastors, thruugh negli-
gence, or inertness, ur distaste for mingling
with the masses, do fall far below the reasvu-
able deruands of their people, in this regard,
must be admitted. They fail to gain the Lold
apot the cunfidence aud affectivas of their
people, which a frequentintercourse with them,
and interchange of sentiments and feelings with
them, has a tendency to pruduce. They remain
ignorant of their peculiar trials and difficulties,
agd of the erruncvus views into which they

. itnerant book-veuder,
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The minister took from Lis pocket a card and
a pencil, and made some figures rapidly ; then
turning to the lady, said, pleasanily—

‘1 want you tu tdl me how many visits I
should be obliged to muke in a year, if I called
upon every fuunily in my cougregativn as often
a3 I have cailed upon you since the beginning
of this year.

¢ 1 am sure I canaot tell,’ was the reply.

¢ Just nine thousand ! said the minister.

The writer then gues ou tv enumerate the
variety of dutivs which the pastor i3 called to
perform, in the way of preparing sermons and
lectures and attending weddings and funerals,
assisting his ministerial brethrewn, supplying
destitute churches, attending upon church
courts and councils, schvu! aud cullege exami-
nations, conducting correspundesce, ete. In
additivo tu all this, if e be lucated in a large
city or town, he says:

¢ His duors ure besieged from morniug till
gight by scures of applicants fur his ear—some
vn.mportant, many on frivolous errands. Every
every inventur of a
nustrum for the body or the soul, fur the indi-
vidunsl ur the community , every beggar, from
the ** geutleman in temporary embarrassment”
to the cummonest pauper, cvery travelling
lecturer or showman, tiery pedlar of maps,

. pictures, sewing machiues, patent washtubs
) (-3 3 ?

have fallen, and consequently there must be in |

their pulpit ministrativn a greatwant of adap-
tation to tbe peculiar spiritual conditivn of
their hearers. But whilst all this 1s freely ad-
mitted, it is just as true that upon nu puint are
the demands of Christian peuple upun their
pastors su unreasounable, so exacling, and su
utterly impossible to be complicd with, a5 upon
this.
and demand of ministers an amount of time
and attention in visiting, and feel sore tuwards
them if they do notgrant iy, whick itis absolute-
17 impossible fur them to grant in consistency
with the discharge of other and mure important
duties. They might I now that tlas is so, if they
would only take the truuble to infurm them-

Very sensible and jivus peuple expect .

must sec the minister, and interest Lim in their
matters. It requires a vast amourt of grace,
and ny little © grit,” to bear all these interrup-
tivns, and to treat their authiors with that court-
esy which is a Christian duty and virtue. How
can a minister, frum whom so madchintellectual
labour is cunstantly deamandad, and whosc time
i5 so unciasingly and pertnadiou:ly levied
upon, mecet the expeciationsof a large congre-
gation, every family of which expects to see
him wery often, aad complains if the expecta-

! tion is disappuinted ?

selves 2s to the number and variety of calls upon |

a minister's time. It is the want of reflection
that makes them complain of their pastor for

, should nut be forgotten.

not visiing them more frequently, and nut o

dispositiun to find fault where there isno tlame
dae.  They really love him, and it gives them
pleasure to sec him in their houses and arvand
their hospitable boards, and when ke does nat
come often, it gives them pain.  They do not
remember that there are from fifty to oune
handred other familics who feel just as they
do, and bave quite as strong claims upoa his
attention as they have. They have a small
circle of chuice fricnds whom they can visit
ouce or tw.cc & week, and sometimes cvery

day. They would be glagd to include the pastur .

in that circle; and if he does not reciprocate
the fecling and comply with the demand, they
feel repulsed, and arc sumetimes ready to tuin
their backs upon him, inasmuch as they think
be bas turned his upon them.

‘Itis a long time since you have called to
sec me,’ said a lady to her pastor, the minister
of one of the largest of our city congregations,
a9 be one day paid her a visit.

¢ Nuw, it is ficely admitted that there are cer-
tain visits which every pastor shuuld mo-t faith-
fully and scrupulously pay to the famiiies of
his people. The sick, the afflictad, and thase
who are anxious abuat their svals, should claim
Lis pieeuliar regarls.  The aged and infirm
Let him visit these
as often w. their cases may require.  If) in ad-
ditiun tu thes, he is alle to visit every family in
Lis congregation once within a year, it is as
much a5 vaght to be required or expected.

¢ But persons in whose familics there is sick-
ness, often treat their minister very utireason-
ably, by taking no paing to communicate the
fact to him, yet finding fauit with his abseace.
They do not expecs their plysician to come,
without being advised of the fact that his pres-
ence is desired. Bat they seem to imagine thst
their pastor knows by intuitian, or by special
revelation, the cxact internal state of exery
ooe of the two or three hundred familics which
compose his charge. They take no pains to
let him Lnow that they specially need his pre-
sence, and ther wonder and cumplrin at his
absence.

¢ But a very common ground of criticism in
all our congregatiuns is foand in the discrimi-
pation which a minister makes in the frequency
and character of his visils to his people.  “My
minister visits such and such familics & great
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deal oftener than he visits me,” is a remark
often heard, and somectimes coupled with very
ill-natured surmises as tu the reasons fur such
discriminations. Well, suppose he does. He
is a man as well as a miaister,—a fact which
nany forget; and as a man, he hasjust as many
social wants, and just as many social rights, as
any other man. As a pastor, he should make
no distinction among his people. But as a man,
with & social nature and social affinities, ke has
ths same privileges which other men have.
There will always be, there must always be,
some individuals and families with whom he is
on more intimate terms than with others. In
this respect he stands on the same footing with
other men, and his rights are to be equally
admitted and respected. So long as he gives
every family their appropriate attention as a
pastor, a religious teacher,—so long as he
directs each inquirer, sympatbizes with each
sufferer, and discharges the apprupriate func-
tions of the pastoral office among all the
families of his pcople—he is at liberty to seck
for that social enjoyment, which he needs as a
man, wherever he chooses.’—./non.

A TOUCHING SCENE.

Rev. Horace Bushnell, who is blingd, a city
missionary for twenty years in Cincinnati, in hig
1a,t report relates the following :

“ Leaving the cmnibus one day, and feeling
for the sidewalk with my staff, a woman's voice
inquired;

#Are you blind, sir 7"

# Quite blind.”

“ Well, here's the sidewalk; but caa you
guess where you are 77

% Yes, at the corner of —— and ~—streets.”

¢ Well, you sre good at guessing, but can
you tell why God Las deprived you, a holy man,
of sight, and left me, & drunken sinner, with my
oyes 1" .

¢ Even so, Father, for go it seemed good in
thy sight.”

 Yes, he may be your Father, but he is not
mipe.”

“ Have we notall onc Father ?
“God created us all 7"

 One God created us, but.I am now an enemy
and not a child.”

¢ It may be so, yet throagh the blood of
Jesus they who were sometimes alienated and
enemies by wicked works, become reconciled
to God.”

¢ It may be you would be offended if I offered
to lead you over this rough place?”

Now Sixon, the Pharisee, said silently in roy
heart, if this man were of God, ho would know
what manner of woman thisis that toucheth
him, for she is a sinner , bat the scene or Beth-
s&ny was present, and 1 said, ‘I will not be of-
fended ; take my arm.”

She did so, saying, ‘ Thank God! thank
Qod 1" .

“ For what?"”

“ ThatT may guide the feet of one of his
gervants, for I am oot fit to touch the hem of bis
garment. I had a brother once, and he was a
minister of God like youl”

She was weeping.  The hearse passed before
us. She said, “ You can’t sce that?”

Hath not one
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“ No, what is it ?”

“ That is the pauper's carriage. Even twe
irunken paupers ride home in that when life
ends.”

“ To wbat home?

*“The grave.”

t1g the grave the sinner’s home? "

“\ould to God it were; thenI could have a
hope of rest at last.”

 Have you no hope ?”

“ No hope! ¢Their worm dieth not and their
fire is not quenched.’”

 But you should Lope "

“\Why should I hope?”

% God i3 good I’

 But I have abused his goodness "

“ God is merciful I”

“1 have despiced his mercy.”

“ But God is love!”

For a short time she was silent, and then re.
sumed: ‘“How can such a sinner as I havs
hope 7"

“Jtis a faithful saying that Jesus Chriat
came to save sinners.”

“ But I am a great sinner.”

¢« His blood cleanseth from sll sin.”

“I am o lost sinner !

# But he can save to the uttermost all that
come to God by Lim. Now go and put this
trembling Laod ‘nto the hand of Jesus. Atbhis
feet confess your sins and ask for mercy, and
you shall obtain it.”

She wept aloud, and with a voice of agony
exclaimed, **Oh! that I knew where I could
find him. I would kneel at his feet and wash
them with my tcars, and never leave the place
till the pauper's carriage came to bear me to
the grave.” -

Here I parted with the despairing stransger,
whom [ had never met before; but, recently,
when passing an unfrequented street, thal
same voice called, * God bless you, sirl God
bless you! Let me help you over this broken
way, for I have found him1!”

“ Found whom 7"

“ e that can save to the uttermost; and
blessed be his holy name, for his blood cleanseth
us from all sin."— Congregationalist.

PEACE BE WITH YOU.

PEacE be with you! saith the Lord,
Is not this & glorious word ?

To the heart it brings relief,

From disquiet, pain, and grief;
Care removing instantly,

Glorious word of victory !

Glorious word of victory !
Strengthened now and cheered by thes,
While I walk the parrow way,

All my fetters fall away ;

Still thou soundest full and free,
Glorious word of victory !

Glorious word of victory !
Sounding ever cheeringly,

Till all anxious storms subside,
And I hear on every side

Sound the glorious proclamation,
Perfect reconciliation !
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Sacred, peaceful salutation!

New the fruits of this salvation

Ever shall remain with me, *

In time and through cternity ;

Sounding thus contiaually,

Glorivus word of victory!
—Tholuck.

THE SINAITIC MANUSCRIPT.

L. PORTER, M. A., PROFESSOR OF SACRED
LITERATURE.

BY J.

When it wa3 announced, some three years
ago, that & new manuscript of the Huly Scrip-
tures had been discovered, rivalling in age and
critical value the celebrated Vatican Codex
seelf, the whole literary world was taken by
garprize. Maoy doubted whether such a trea-
sure could have been preserved fur fifteen centua-
riesor more,and could have Litherto escaped the
prying eyes and careful search of antiquarians.
A few wen* so far as to prosounce the stuiy
either a mistake or a fabrication. The neme of
the discoverer was cunsidered by all Bihlical
scholars & sufficient guarantee agsinst cither
error or fraud ; for Professor Tischendorf is
anquestionably the first autbority in Europe on
all points telating to ancicr? manuscripis.
Time soon d ssipated doubts and fears; and
prove. that Tischendor! had neither mistaken
the age nor over-estimatel the value of his dis-
covery. Towards the close of the year 1860 he
published at Leipzig an account of the manu-
script, and gave a beautiful lithographed copy of
a part of one of its pages. The altention of
students of sacred literature was at once arrest-
ed. Questions of absorbing interest were dis-
cussed, and still continae to be discussed :
What is the real date of the manuscript?
That is the character ofits text? What
reading does it give of those few pas-
sages which have so long been subjects of
keen and anxious contruversy 7 What evidence
does it afford to the integrity of the disine
word as exhibited in our received Greek text,
and in our autborized English version ? At any
period these would bave been questions <. no
common interest; at present, when attempts
are being made to shake our faith in Scriptare,
they are of specinl importance.

The manascript is now virtually tefore the
world. By ihe traly royal munificence of the
Tmperor of Rassia, it has been published in
Jacsimule, s a5 faithfully to represent the origi-

|
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its general appearance, and an account of its
contents, will be acceptable tu our readers.

1T8 DISCOVERY.

Professor Tischendorf, having spent four
years amung the libraries of Europe, searching
for and collating old manuscripts, went to the
East on a similar errand in 1844. In the month
of May be visited the Convent of Mount Sinai.
There he happened by chance upon a basket
into which loose and torn fragments of paper
and parchment had been thrown Ly the monks,
to be used in heating the oven. Among these
ke discuvered purtivns of a copy «.€ the Septua-
gint in uical (capital) letters. ‘Lae shape of
the letters, the quality of the parchment, and
thie furm of the page, all shuwed it to be of the
highest antiquity. He asked it of the monks,
and they at unce gave it to him as a thing of
no valu.. He afterwards, on further search,
found much larger fragments of the same man-
uscr.,, . Thbese be saved from the fire; but
the good fathers had now acquired some fuint
ideas of their importance, and refused either to
give ur sell the 1. Tischendorf left the convent
with mingled feviings—glad at having rescued
from destruction such precious fragmeants, but
sorry at not having succeeded in getting pos-
session of them all. He still hoped for better
success at a future time; and, as we shall see,
though his bopes were long deferred, they were
in the end more than realized. In 184¢ he pub-
lished the fragment, calling it Codex Frederico
Augustanus; but L did not tcll where he had
gotit. Afier an interval of nine years the ar-
dent scholar again fuucd himself within the
walls of the convent. In vain he searched the
whole building, from the church to the kitchen;
he could fine no trace of the manuscript he had
previously seen. In vmin he questioned the
reverend fathers, from the abbot to the cook;
he could learn nothing of its fate. We can
imagine huw sad and how bitter was his disap-
pointment. He felt cunvinced some more for-
tunate antiquary had geined the treasure he had
fondly hoped should be his own, and with a
sorrowful heart he returned to Europe.

A few years later, Tischendorf received let-
ters of recommendation to the Russian court,
and in Scptember, 1838, he was cummissioned
by the Emperor Alexander to make another
joursey to the East in search of anci:nt man-
uscripts.  On the last day of January 1859, he
entered for the third time the Convent of St.
Catherine at Sinal. The good fathers welcem-

e}, letter for letter, line for line, and page for | ed him with even more than their ordinary

page, end a copy of the four splendid folios

containing it has been presented to each of the |
It is thus placed | patron and powerful protector, the Emperor of
and . Russia.

great libraries of Europe.
within reach of all Biblical scholars;

tiey can examine the evidences of 1its séc and

!

hospitality, prompted, no doubt, bty the fact
that he carried the commission of their liberal

Russia is the acknowledged defender
of the Greek Church in Turkey , and whatever

the pature of its readings with as much | may be said of her policy and her schemes,

certamty as if the manuscript itself were in
tbeir hands. Those who love their Bible cannot
fail to feel a deep interest in cverything that

concerns this precious relic of antiquity , and | Asiatic Turkey long ago.

espeaially so when infurmed that it contains,

|
|

evers man who knows the East will admit that,
had it not been for Russian interference, Greek
Christianity would have bcer annihilated in
The peojle them-
selves aro fully awarc of this, tbe clergy are

in all probability, the oldest, and certainly the | devotedly attached to Russia; and all are

must perfect, copy of the New Testament in the
original Greek which has come down to us
from an early age. We take it for granted tue

eager, whenever it is in their power, to testify
their gratitude. .
Tischendorf consequently received every as-

t .
8 Lrief sketch of its history, & description c.f! sistance in his labours and researches. The



234

church, the library,—the whole convent, in
fact, was open to him. Forfour days he search-
ed, examining every nook and corner, open-
ing and re-opening every musty parchment, in
the hope of finding the valued manuscript. It
was in vain. He could not discover a single
trace of it. The monks had forgotten all
about it. They are notmuch given toliterature;
and bow an old musty manuscript could be of
such great value as to occupy the thoughts of
an emperor, or occasion the appointment of a
epecial commissioner, was to them a profound
mystery. Tischendurf at length gave up his
search in despair. e believed that some more
fortunate traveller had carried off the fragments
which he bad rescued frum the flames in 1844.

On the 4th of February he sent his servant
for the camels that had been turred out to pas-
ture, intending on the 7th to bid a final adieu
to the old convent, and the wild mountains,
and the ballowed associations of Sinai. On
the evening of the 4th, while walking in the
garden with the steward, the couversatiun
turned upon the Septuagint, which the Greek
Church receives as the standard version of the
Ol1d Testament  Tischendorf told him that he
badbrought some copies of his recently publish-
ed edition for presentation to the monks. The
steward was gratified by such a wark of atten-
tion, and be invited Tischendorf to his room.
On entering he casually remarked that he too
possessed a copy of the Septuagint, and going
over to ona corner he lifted a buadle volled up
in a dirty cloth, and laid it before Tischendorf.
He opened it,—and there, befure the eyes of the
enraptured antiquary, was the very manuscript
of which he bad so long been in search. Not
only so,—not only were the few fragments he
had seen in 1844 in that bundle, but also many
other and much larger portions of the Sep-
tuagint version; and, what was of infinitely
greater value, the whole New Testument, with-
out even the smallest defect.

Tischendor{ was in a transport of jov. IHe
could not restrain himself and his feelings at
length burst forth in an a.dent expressivn of
praise and thanksgiving to a merciful God,
who had preserved such a precious treasure
for his Church, and had made him the agent in
ite discovery. The manuscript was in leaves.
Some of the leaves were torn; and thus the
work of arrangement and repair was no easy
one. But Tischendnrf gladly undertook i,
and carriced the book away with him to bis cell,
He tells us how he spent the whole of that
night—* to sleep being impossible™—in arrang-
ing and examining the contents, and copying
& portion of the manuscript. The next day he
had a long conference with the monks. They
were almost as much curprised at the cxcite-
ment and enthusi.sm of Tischendorf as he was
at the discovery. To his great disappointment
he found that they would not—in fact they
conld not—cither give or sell it to him. They
readily agreed, however, to allow him to trans-
cribz the manuscript at Cairo, if their superior
who resides in that city, should give his consent.
Qo the 7th he Ieft the convent, and reached
Cairo on the 13th. The necessary order was
casily obtained from the superior, a special
messenger was despatchied to Sinai, and un the
24th the manuscript was delivered iuto Tis-
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chendorf’s hands. While engnged in transenp-
ing it fur gublication he entered into new nego-
tintions ; and finally, on the 28th of September,
1859, he was authorized to convey the precious
document as a present to the Emperor of
Russia.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE.
By Jouxn Cawep, D.D.

Without attempting any formal expnsitioz
of the language of tbe sacred writers on ths
subject, I think we may gather from it, gener
ally, that a Christinn marriage is one in whict
there exists between the parties the sentiment
of mental fellowship and moral or spiritus!
sympathy. Fur instance, we are told by &t
Peter that thethusband and wife are to dwel
together “ according to knowledge,” and the
are to regard each ot er as * heirs togethe
of the grace of life.” And by thig account
of it there is excluded from the idea of Chns
tian marriage, 8 union of mere passion, ors
marringe of convenience. A relationshy
that is indissoluble should not be based upor
things that are destructible and that may per
ish in & moment. ¢ Of all earthly unions,
writes one, ‘‘ thig is almost the only onc per
mitting of no change but that of death. 1t
that engagement in which & man exerts hs
most awful and solemn pcwer,—the power o
doing that which in this world can never b
reversed,—the power or the respoasibiiy
which belungs to him as one who shall gise
an account, of abnegating his freedom, o
parting furever with the right of chaunge~
And yet itis perhaps that relationship which
is spuken of most frivolously and entered i
to most careleasly and wantonly. It is nots
urion merely between two creatures, but be
tween two spirits ; and the intention of the bond
is to perfect the nature of both by suppletnest-
ing their deficieqcies with the force of coa
trast, giving to each sex thuse excellencics i
which it is naturally defective,—to the oze
strength of character and firmuess of monl
will ; to the other, sympathy, meckness, aod
tenderness.  And just so solemn and just so
glorious as these ends are for which the umen
was intended, just so terrible are the conse
quences, if it be perverted and abused. For
there is noearthly relationshipthat has so muck
power to ennoble and exalt, and, on the other
hand, to wreck and ruin the soul. There are
two rocks in this world of ours on which the
soul must either anchor or be wrecked. The
one is Gud, the other the rtelation we are con-
sidering. On the rock of Ages, if the human
soul amchor, it lives the blessed life of faith.
against it if the soul be dashed, there ig the
wreck of atheism, the worst ruin of man. The
other is of & diffcrent kind. Blessed is the mau,
blessed the woman, whose l.fe-experience bas
taught & confiding belief in the sex opposite 10
their own—s blesscdness second only to the
blessedness of salvation. And the ruin in the
second case is second only to the ruin of per
dition. For these are the two tremendous 8l
ternatives—on the one hand, the possibility of
securing, in all sympathy and tenderness, the
laying of that step on which man rises tows



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

-
*

his perfection, on the other, the blighting of
all sympathy, tho being dragged down to the
earth, and forced to become friv :Juus und com-
monplace, lusing the zest and carnestness of life,
and having the whole being degraucd by per-
pe.aelly recurring meanncs3es and vulgar
causes of disagreement.”

If such be the alternative in the marriage
union, can it but be that they fearfully 1isk the
worst who rush into marriage in the frivolous
baste of passiun, or, if with deliberation, with
the deliberation not of Christian wisdom, bat
of cold and calculating worldly prudence ? That
man miserably eres who lets himself drift into
a connection which may n:ake or mur his Lap-
piness to the grave, and mould his being for
eternity, as lightly and thouglitlessly as he un-
dertakes a brief excursion, or accepts an invi-
tation to & party of pleasure. 1f the charm
that lures him be mere physical beauty and
stiractiveness, then this i3 the deplorable in-
congruity, that whilst the relationship islasting
thet on which alone it is based is not : accident
may disfigure it, disesse may stamp its ugly
geams on it, advancing years will surely wear
away the beauty that consists in the bloom and
symmetry of face and clegance of furm. Even
if the toy cuuld keep its glitter, it would soon
cease to please.—But it will not keep it. The
gloss rubs off, the surface polish wears away,
and when the man who has married a pretty
doll for its prettiness finds that that is gone, all
that made the marriage real gues tvo. In the
beat of passion, and amidst the fresh charms
of novelty, even & man of sense is sumetimes
blind to the weakness or silliness which youth
snd beauty conceal. There is a time when even
nonsense sounds charming when it falls from
pretty lips; bat the misfurtune is, that the
prettiness goes, but the nonsense remains.—
And 30 it comes often to this, that that which
ought to be the strength and solacement of
life—that relationship in which there should
bz found the soothing of wise sympathy aund
the strength of mutual confidence and coun-
sel—becomes, if one of the parties Le possess-
ed of sense or principle, a yoke which ever
galls and frets, but is burne, like other self-
msade bardeas, in silence, because nobody else
can be blamed fur it, and because it is inevita-
ble. Nearly the same thing may be said of the
marriage of convenience. Prudential motives
are not, of coursg, t. be despised ; but to make
prudential cunsiderations the beginning and end
of the matter is as foolish as it is base.

Taoe only union, then, that deserves and Jdoes
not dishonour the name of marriage is one in
which, whatever external attractions accomps-
ny it, there i3 mental and moral sympathy, and
above all, the hallowing presence of religious
faith. For this alone brings us into real union
with another. We meay dwell in the same home
with another, and yetbe wide apart as if oceans
rolled between us.—But where there is conge-
niality of taste, sympathy of souls, union of
hgart in the same God and Saviour, no external
distance can affect, or laps. of time weaken it,
not can even that which breaks up all other
conoections, dissolve this. The hands that were
clasped at Mammon's altar may soon drop from
each other's grasp , the hearts which passion's
force united, when passion’s fire bas cooled,

!
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may fall off from each other, or, in the recoil,
fly far apart, but they whom God and uoly
love ! nd tugether, nune can cver put asunder.
Muney may go, bardohip and ill fortune betide
them, but ticre are thuse, many and many &
one, wlom sorrow and tuil aud suftering, borne
together, have only bound into a closer, deeper,
dearer affuetion.  The ardour of youthful pas-
gion may evaporate, bLut there is a calmer,
serener,profounder feeling that rises,1s the years
pass on, in hearts that Lave kuown and trusted
cach otherlong. The fair face may lose its
outer luveliness, and the form its roundness,
and the once light and airy step its elasticity ;
but even on the outward face and form, there is
a beauty Which steals out often, to replare with
a more exquisite (harm that which the years
bear away —the beauty of Christian gentleness
and sweetness of maturing character and more
deeply settled iaward peace,—* the ornament
of a meek and quict spirit.” Onward through
life's path, stage after stage, truer and mors
trusted, loving and more beloved, they who ars
thus united may tread together ,—on, amidst
the gathering evening shadows and the soft
waning lights that tell how fast their sun of
carthly joy is westering—peusively, it may be,
yet not sedly or despairingly ;—on,hand clasped
in band, heart knit to heart, til} the hour when
the inevitable parting comes. And yet even
in that, which to all besides has in it & borror
of darkness too dreadful to be calmly
contemplated, there is no lasting gloom for
them. A little longer, and the loved and lost
shall be once more and for ever united; and
when the churchyard shadows in summer and
winter days play softly cn the grave where side
by side their dast reposes, bright with immor-
tal beauty, loving as immortal spirits only love,
they shall dwell together in the presence of
the Lamb.

SORTES BIBLIC/E.

In every man there exists a certain amouat
of indecisiva of purpuse. Eucn after a careful
and judicious attempt has been made to weigh
all circuwiastances, the balance of advantage
towards any one side often remains so unde-
tecrmined, that itis extremdly difficult to choose
between a variety of things, measures, oOr
persons. Mence, in part, ariscs the arpeal to
some species of sortilege. Add to this, man's
restless desire to see into the mysteries of the
future, and his constant anxiety to ubtain know-
ledge by sume means shorter and less laborious
than the ordinary way of experience, and we
can in some surt account fur the strange sye-
tems of disination which have cxisted in sl
ages.

In sortilege, there can be no decception.  The
lot itself clearly canaot deceive, however un-
bappy may be the cast. It is an incorruptible
oracle, une that can ncither Melis nor Philip-
pise; and this fact, together with a general,
vague sort of belicf that Divine Providence or-
ders the result, has always formed the chief
impulse to its use. In the lesser sulemnities of
the old Israelitish theocracy, and also in the

. early Christian Charcl, without doubt it was

so ordered. Take, for cxample, the convic-
tion of Achan the son of Carmi, and the elec-
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tion of St. Matthias to the apostieship. The
mysterious Urim and Thummim, the twelve-
jewelled oracle of the high-priest’s breastplate,
gave its answer directly from God; but with
the death of Malachi, four hundred years before
Christ, the jewels grew dim, and the oracle
ceased ; the ¢ mother-voice” was silent. But,
gay the Jewish rabbis, she has left her less per-
fect daughter behind her, whose voice is heard
in the words, especially words from the holy
books, which may first strike upon the ear in
the time of anxiety. This is the Bath-col, or
‘daughter-voice.” [Hereisanexample: “ Rab-
bi Samuel Aben-Ezar went up to Jerusalem
with bis child Jonah ; but afterwards, when he
would depart, his son, tarrying behind, was
lost. He sought him all day through the city
and among his acquaintances, and as the even-
ing came on, weary and anxious, be entered in-
to 2 synagogue. The Hrason was reading from
the book of Jonah, and the worde which Rabbi
Samuel Leard were these : And Jonah went out
of the city,and sat on the east side of the city,
The Bath-col had spoken. The rabbi, too,
went out to the ‘east side of the city,’ and
with his son returned rejoicing.”

In past ages, there has cexisted among Chris-
tians, and pagans too-—and, even up to the
present time, Christians continue to practise it
—=a mode of sortilege essentially similar to the
Jewish Bath-col, and, possibly, in part derived
from it. This has received the generic nume of
Bibliomancy, and, in & general way, may be
said to consist in opening at random some par-
ticular book, and appropriating as a guiding
oracle that passage on which the eye has first
cbanced tolight. Among the Greeks, the book
most commonly used was Homer ; in like man-
ner, the Romans used Virgil. Christians em-
sloyed the Bible ; hence the name Sortes Biblice
or Sacrorum; and it was probabdly rather in
imitation of the heathen Sortes Homerice or
Sortes Virgiliune, than with any first-hard re-
ference to the Hebrew tilief, that Christians
made use of the Holy Scriptures in this way.

The consulters of this Christian Bath-col
were eariy disapproved. The practice secems
to have been alternately supported and con-
demned in the church. At the consecration of
the great Athanasius, patriarch of Alexandria,
in 327 a.p., Caracalla, archbishop of Nicome-
dia, opeucd the New Testament at Matt. xxv.
41—The devil and his angels ; but the bishop of
Nice contrived to quickly turn back a few
pages, and words were read from the thirty-
second verse of the thirteenth chapter—The
dirds of the air come and lodge in the branches
thereof. The relevancy of thislatter text, how-
ever, not being quite apparent to every one, it
hy and by became kunown that the former had
been first seen ; and the agitation and mistrust
consequent thereupon hardly ceased through-
out the remasining forty-six years of the pa~
triarch’s life.

In the Western Church, the Sorfes were for-
biddea by more than one pope, and in 465, the
provincial couacil of Vannes condemned all
persons guilty of the practice to be excommu-
nicated. But in the twelfth century it was
publicly resorted to as a mean of detecting
heretics. Ia the Gallican Churcl. it was prac-
tised at the eclection of bishops, children being
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employed to act for the candidates; and the
candidate for whom the most favourable text
was obtained, was chosen to be bishop. Up
nearly the middle of the last century, a simn.
lar custum was extant in the same church at
the instullution of abbots and canons. It
seems to have been last in use at Boulogne, argd
to hiave been discontinued about 1740, At ons
periud, prubably on account of the prohibition:
above alluded to, the Bible was very much less
employed fur purposes of sortilege, and Virgy
came greatly into use. Our Charles I. con
sulted it at Oxford, and it is well known what
an vminous reply he received. It is evident,
howerver, that wpon the whole Virgil is very
far frum being well adapted to such a use,
hence the Bible, on account of its vastly supe.
rior scope and application, has maintained,
and must continue to maintain, its ground
against any other book. Accordingly,in 1729,
we find Dr. Doddridge, the eminent d° senting
divine, then settled in Leicestershire, allowing
himself to be influenced by the Sortes Bibhe
in his acceptance of an efficial call to North-
ampiopshire.* It is remarkable that Dod-
dridge was one of the class most vehementis
and exaggeratedly opposed to what is currently
called superstition. So strong is the desite to
sce into the future, and so indestructible tbs
latent belicf that a prospective knowledge for
guidance may be obtained. **The records of
cunversion amongst felors and other ignorant
persons,” says De Quircey, “‘ might be citeg
by hundreds upon hundreds to prove thatao
practice is more common than that of trying
the spiritual fate, and abiding by the impourt ot
any passage in the Scriptures which may first
present itself to the eye.”

That even in later times the practice is wide-
spread, is testified to in the foregoing; thatup
to about the middle of the last century a
least, it was not confined to either the very
ignorant or the vers superstitious, is suflicient-
Iy evident from the case of Dr. Doddridge. Tk2
writer of this paper is able to give many fur-
ther instances within Ins own personal know-
ledge, dating up to the present year. Hereare
a few of them :

Some years ago, A , having nearly coa-
cluded the ordinary four years' course of study
at one of the Scottish universities, was aboui
to take his degree. He had always covsidered
himself rather uncertain in the matter of me-
thematics; and as the time for his examiae-
tions, seven in number, approached, be became
very nervously apprehensive as o the result.
I, with some others, happened to be with bim
one evening when the conversation turaed
upon the subject of the coming examins
tions. It was proposed and agreed upon 10
make trial of the Sorles Firgiliana, with re-
gard to A—'s success or failure. Scveral
passages were hit upon . but no amount of Lib-
erty or twisting could bring the point in ques-
tion within the scope of any one of them. Tl
timately the Virgil was exchanged for a Bible,
A shut his cyes, opened the bock, placed the
point of & pencil on the page, and requested
me to read the passage. It was the nincteenth

* The case is circumstantially recorded io
Orton’s Life of Dodridge.
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verse of the fifth clapter of Job, aud 1 read the
words fullowing i He shall deliver thee w six
troubles ; yea, e seven there shall no el toudh
thee. A openced lhis eyes wide envugh now,
but bhe only remarked that lLc fuared it was
rather irreverent work, closed the buok, und
changed the subject of cunversation. A fort-
mght afterwards, he passed his seven exwina-
tions, and took his degree with honours.

The fullowing is not less remarhable.  In the
autumn of 1853, B started un a tour through
Wales ; he wus unuccompanied.  After an ab-
gence uf three weeks, his fricnds became sume-
what anxious about him, not baving heard any-
thing of him since his departure ; but no very
serious apprehensions were entertained as to
bis ultimate safety, except by his eldest sister,
who seems tu have iad a cunviction that sume-
thing was wrung. However, she kept ber fears
to berself; but in ber anxiety, she privately
bad recourse to the Surles Biblice. From a
feeling that it might not be altogether right to
employ the canonical Scriptures in this way,
she used the Apocrypha. She oupened the
book, and at once placed her finger on these
words : But il cume to puss that he fell dvwn
Jrom ks charwt, carried vivlently ; so that huving
a sore fall, all the members uf hus body were much
paned.* Sach an unfavorable turn naturslly
tended not to subside her fears; she furmed an
excuse fur leaving home, saying that slic wish-
ed to go and see some fricuds at a distance.
In reality, she fullowed her Lruther into Wales,
and after a goud deal of travelling, found him
Iying in & dangerous condition. He had been
pitcbed violently from a dog-cart, and had re-
ceived injuries from which he recovered ouly
sfter many weeks of careful and anxious nur-
sing frora his sister.

Apother instance is somewhat different in

form. At a recent parliamentary clection, C .
was in great doubt as to which of two candi- |

dates he should give his vote for. The Radical
candidate was his persvnal friend, and expected
bis vote. But, on the other hand, C’s theories
were strongly oppused to Radical principles.
QOge morning, sull in deubt, and carnestly
thinking on the subjeci, he entered the break-
fast-room ; his son, quite a little boy, was bhav-
1pg & reading-lesson out of the Bible, and as C
entered the room, the following passage foreed
aself upon his attention : My sun, fear thou the
Lord and the kwg : and meddle not with them
that are gwen to change.t This was precisely
the Hebrew Bath-col. C acted accurding to
the utterance of the voice, and gave his vote
for the other candidate, who was nut “ given
to change.’ Nevertheless the Radical gained
the election.

These cases will sufhce. The reader can
form bis own judgment on the matter on haud.
Whatever that judgment may be, the following
facts remain : That sortilege of some sort has
been practised from the earliest ages, thatin
the early Israelitish Chburch, and in the early
Chnistian Church, the whole disposing of the
lot was undoubtedly ordered by Divine Provi-
dence, that when the dirinely ruled oracle in
the high-priests breastplate ceased to give an
answer, it was, and is still, believed by the

—

* 2 Maccabees, xix. 1. 1 Proverbs xxiv. 21.
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Jews that anotler or ‘“‘daughter voice™ was
given ia its stead , that the belief in, and prac-
tice of; the Surtes Bublice (Which is at least fif-
teen Lundred years old) is exactly analogous to
the Jewish belief, thatitstillexists; thatit has

- nut been confined tu dither the very ignorant

, more  thau

or the very superstitious, and, finally, that
maun) very remarkuble cises can be cited in
connection with it.

It may be said, on the other hand, that most
irrelevant passages are frequenly turned up,
and that these remarkable cases are really no

remathable cuincidences.— Cham -
bers's Journal.

GUTTA PERCHA.

The Isonandra Gutta, which furnishes the
gutta percha, or gutta tuban, is a native of the
eastern Archipelago and the adjacent lands
A few years since, this substance, now so cele-
brated and of such wide extended use, was to-
tally unknuwn in Eurupe, fur, though from time
:mmemorial the Malays employed it for making
the handles of their batchets and creeses, it
was only in the year 1843 that Mr. Montgome-
ry, an Englisi surgeon, having casually be-
cume acquainted with its valuable properties,
sent an account of it, with samples, to the
Ruyal Society, for which he was most justly
rewarded with its gold medal. The fame of
the new article spread rapidly throughout the
world ; science and speculution seized upon it
with cqual eagerness; a thousand newspapers
promulgated its praise; it was immediately
analysed, studied, and tried in every possible
way, so that it i3 now as well known and as
extensively used as if it had been in our pos-
session for centuries. The Isonandra Gutta is
a large high tree, with a dense crow- of rather
small dark green leaves, and a round smooth
trunk. The white bloss ms change into a
sweet fruit containing an cily substance fit for
culinary use. The wood ig soft, spongy, and
containg longitudinal cavities filled with brown
stripes of gutta percha. The original method
of the Malays for collecting the resin counsisted
in felling the tree, which was then placed in a

. slanting position, so as to enable the exuding

fluid to be collected in Bapana leaves. This
barbarous proceeding, which from the euorm-

. ous demand which suddenly arose for the gutts
, would soon have brought the rapidly rising
. trade to a suicidal end, fortunately became
. known before it was tuvo late, and the resin is

now gadiered in the same manner as caout-
chouc, by making incisions in the bark with a
chopping kaif,, collecting the thin, white milky
fluid, which exudes, in large vessels, ard allow-
ing it to cvaporate in the sun, or over s fire
The solid residuum, which is the gutta percha
of commerce, is finally softened in bot water
and pressed into the form of slabs or flat pieces,
generally a foot broad, a foot and a half long,
and three inches thick. Gutta percha has
many properties in «ommon with caoutchouc,
being completely insoluble in water, tenacious,
but not electic, and an extremely bad conduc-

. tor of caloricand electricity. The name of vege-

4

table leather which has been applied to it gives
a good ides both of its appearance and tena-
city. The uses of gutta percha are manifold
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It serves for water-pipes, for vessels fit for the
reception of alkaline or acid liguids which
would ccrrode metal or wood, for surgical im-
plements, for boxes, baskets, combs, and a va-
riety of other articles. The wonder of the age,
submarine telegraphy, could bardly have been
realized without it, as it is only by being cased
in so isolating o substance, and one so imper-
meable to water, that the metallic wire ic able
to transmit the g..vanic stream through the
denths of ocean from lend to land.—Herlwig's
Tropical world.

DIFFERENCES.

Faiu not out upon the way :

Slort it is, and soon will end ;

Better fur to fly the fray,
Than to lose the fricnd.

Christ heth sent you, two and two,
With a mandate to return:
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Can ye meet the Masters view,
If with wrath yeburn?

If thy brother seemeth slow,
Jeer not, but thy quickness slack ;
Rather than divided go,

Keep the wearier track.

Quit not, as for shorter line,

Ancient ways together trod ;

Joy to read at once the sign
Pointing on to God.

Teach each other, as ye walk,

How 10 sing the angels’ song:

Fill the time with homeward talk,
Then twill not be long.

Gently deal with thoese who roam,
Silent as to wanderings past;
So together, at your home,
All arrive at last.
Lord Kinlock.

For {he Homg.

THE GREAT CONQUEROR.®

I 8aw a mother, not long since, whose son
bad eniisted in the army. 1 expected to find
her sad and disconsolate, for the young soldier
was an oniy son, and was very much beloved
at home. But, to my surprise, she was cheerful
and happy.

¢ Merwin has gone,’ said she ¢ and 1 may never
sce him again; but 1 cannot make myself un-
kappy about it. 1 have given bim to God, and
wherever the Lord's serzice takes him he must
go. Iknow he will distinguish himself wherever
be is, for he has alrerdy proved himself a great
conguceror.’

! So young as heis ! I cxclaimed ; ¢ how 2

‘ He has conquered himself replicd the mother,
t and you know what the Bible seys about that.'

‘ Oh, res, indeed,” said I; ¢ but 1 thought
your Merwin was one of those who found it very
¢asy to be good. There is a great diffcrence in
children. Some are so amiable and gentle, that
when they become Chinisuans you see but fittle
change in their outward conduct, and some—'

‘ But my son wac not onc of those,' sd she,
interrupting me.  ‘ He was born with a hot,
ficry temper. It used to frighten me almost,
when be was nothing but a baby, and | hardly
dared to think what would become of him when
he grew older. I prayed a great deal aboat iy,
and talked, and lIaboured to help him to over-
come his naughty, passionate spirit. And he
began very carly to try to govera himself 1
recollect, when he was not mare than four years
old, be had been very much provaked about
something, and 1 cauld see the Sre kindling in
kis ¢ye, and the colour risingin his checek Rut
e kept very sull until hisanger had subsided,
and then he came muaning to me, theew his
arms around my neck. and borsting into tears,
be cried, * Kiss me, mamma—kiss me,~/re
orercome.”

* That's beautiful ! I exclaimed.

‘ Many a time,’ the mother continued, © have
I scen bim struggle with his hasty, angry feel-
ings, until by degrees it grew casicr for him to
control his tewaper, and now I can truly say 1
believe, by the grace of God, nc has conquered
himself. And among the qualifications for good
soldicrship, that is one of the very best, 1
think.'

1 thought so too, ns I repeated to myseli the
words of the Bible to which Merwin B.'s mother
had alluded.  You will find them, hittle eader,
in Prov. xvi. 32: ¢ He that is slow to anger is
better than the mighiy : and he that ruleth his
spirit than he that taketh a city.?

An angry spirit is a terrivle cnemy. It comes
upoa you so suddenlythatit takes you unawares,
throws rou off your guard, and has vanquished
Fou before you bave time to think. Then, if vou
are on the watch, it is so strong, so furious. so
unwilling to listen to the voice of reason, that
if you are not weli armed, and if Feu haverot
helpers close by, you are most likely to ¢
beaten. So that, boys, it becomes ¥you to beon
the ook out all the while for it ——As Jesus said,
‘Watchand pray, lest ve enter into temptation,”
You must have your armour on, too, always.
Never venture to lay it aside for 8 moment. If
Fou do, you will,1 am sure, be overcome. And
mozc than all, do not live very far away from
Ged, who alone is sble tommake yon conqueroid
over this dreadfal enemy, If “von live near
Him, He will protect you, He wiil teach voar
hands to war, and your fingers to fight: will
€RCOUTARCE FOU in the heat of the combat with
His smile, and whispers of entfort, and lave,
and will give rou viclory. Retter thas ali, He
will bring you at last up to His own home. pat
a crown upon vonr head, and seat you upon a
threne of glerinus trismph in the heavealy
kingdom of Jesus Christ.—.fuat Wiagies Sie-
rics,
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THE CHILD® GARDEN, OR, A STONE IN
THE WAY.

Soon after that,she went to stay with friends
who had built a summer cottage on the top of
s high hill, where she saw great painsspent on
snew garden, and where winding walks were
cut on every side. Tnere, in the midst of her
own work and play, she gota lesson which she
pever could forget.

She must have a garden too, and she set to
work. The sun was high, the day was getting
botter, and she was tired, tired. She almost
wished she had not plead so hard for leave to
make 2 garden of her own in that waste corner
of ground where the grass walk ended and the
fr-wood began.

it lay, close by a pond for wwater-plants, and
stock-work for those that do not necd much
esrth.  Among the wild weeds that grew in it,
there was one tall crimson foxglove, and alilac
orchis as sweet as musk. Those would do well
soong the flowers, she had thought; and thea
there were heath and ferns all the way back
into the wood.

But it seemed now as if the hoe and rake
were never to make way. When she began, it
looked only like 2 few hours’ work, and yet this
was the third morning of her labour. Why ?
There was & great stone under the soil, and the
tools struck upon it. Cover it up as she would
=ith spadefuls of red earth, do her best to stick
to0ts in the softer places, water it again and
spain, the bare ugly stonc was always coming
through ; and the first shower showed her that
sll her work was uscless.

The gardeaer smiled when he was brought.
Bat when he came again, with his iron pick, he
did cruel work. No advice would he take from
ths little worker—no cry would he listen to.
Down he struck, deep into the soil.

How the ground shook asthe splitrock gave
way ? How it heaved, as roots and earth were
cest into the air ! Her garden was spoiled for
ever now, she thought.
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Nor could she have dreamt, had she not stood
by and scen it all, how well an old, kind hand
works, and how quickly. He bid her help him
to smooth all down again into the flat bed, and
plant the roots, too, where they now could
grow ; and he said he would bring her more
plants,—some all in flower,—and come and see
how she got on, as she tzied to do what a child
may, to watch and weed a little plot, to dress
it and to keep it.

What does the Bible mean when it says, ¢
will take the stony heart out of your flesh 7' It
means that there is in your heart something that
makes it as hard for you to be goad, as that
great stone in that little piece of ground made
it hard to turn into & garden where flowers
would grow. Did your heart ever give you as
much trouble as that?

Most people’s hearts give them but little
troubie. It takes them some trouble to Keep
the door of the lips, to keep the foot from evil;
but the heart is a deep well within, bid out of
sight. They do not care to look far down into
it, if only it keeps quiet, and does not vex them
much.

But some people’s hearts give them a great
deal of trouble. To keep the keart is so hard a
thing to them, that every time they try it, they
are driven to call in the help of the Hand that
made all things. They find the heart so hard,
that they have to take it often to Jesus, saying—

¢ Turn and look upon me, Lord,
Anpd break this heart of stone.

And the Lord Jesus is never at 2 loss for
means and ways to do all He promises. He has
a hammer to break the rock in picces. Thereis
love cnoagh in His cyec to do this. He only
necds to look once on a voung beart to win it
to Himself for cver.

He can so break up sin in the heart, as that
it will never be so strong again. He can plant
in it all the sceds of grace, and thea send down
the Spirit =s the deswv, to keep it ever green—
Christian Treasury.

G . N £ 3
Hliscellmeous.

Dox't Go too Far ror A Friexp.—A man
tbat has friends must show himsclf friendly,
20 doabt.
axpense of principle and trath.  If a friend
gots wrong, cither acknowledge it or be

sleat.  Most hartful as well as sinful isit to |

saerifice truth to friendship.

Dirricoitr Avp Brrort.—Itis not ecase bat
¢Jor3, notfacility butdificalty, that makes men.
There is, pechaps, ao station in life in which
dificaltics bave not been encountered and over-
e before any decided measure of snccess
caabe achieved ; those difficultics are, howerer,
¢3r best instruclors, as our mistakes often
form oar best expericace.  We leara wisdom
from failare more than from success ; we often
discorer what will do by finding ant what will
%ot do; and he who never made a mistake
2tver made a discovery.

Tns Roox oF Bstnrr —We cannol avesloak
932 peealiatity beloaging to the Book of Esther.

But don't defend a friend at the .

. The name of God is not found here. Thero
must be some sufficient reason for this remark-
able omission. Suppose a mechanic under
instruction to learn the science of his business.
He is taught every thing from the beginning.
Iic is shown how every machine is constructed
and put together, the principles on which it acts,
and the degree of superintendence it requires.
All is repeatedly set before him.  He sees the
matenials, and has heard the explanation and
conduct of the machine from the inventor's own
hips. He knows that everything that comes out
of his master's hand has his own privatemark ;
a glance 15 enough to bring conviction. Now

- this is a pictare; as if God had said, ‘1 have

had my scholar a loag time under instraction §
1 will iet him alone for o while; I will stand
quite aut of sight ; but yet 1 will put such a
train before im, witheut telling him that I
hate done so, but which will so plainly mark
my hand, that it wiil be impessible for him to
mistake it  Now, surels, the Master migat be
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intensely present, though invisible. We should
not suppose that he was not there, because his
name was not there—because he desired to
keep in silence, and rather let his works speak
for him.

Bartista Auict—One of the meost scien-
tific astronomers of ftaly, Batista Amici, died
recently at TFlorence, at the advanced
age of 79. He was known at ail the learncd
institutions of Europe for his observations upon
the double stars.

OF MAKING MANY Books tipeeis ~o Exp—
During the last year nearly five thousand books,

e e i ———— — s
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including new editions, were published i
England. The most numerous were works cp
religion ; next, works on fiction ; next, poetry
and miscellancous literature ; while works upon
commerce were the fewest of all.

Tue York or Boapace Brores.—Theserfdon
of Russia was officially abulished by an impe.
rial decree on March 34, when 20,000,000 serfy
were made free men. A Te Deum was sung in
all the churches by order of the Emperur, 1
celebration of the event.  Notwithstandiog
apprehensions and alarming rumours, complets
tranquillity prevailed.

Sabbath Headings.

——

# GIVEGS THISDAY OURDAILYBREAD ™ |

It scems, at first sight, strange that we should
say, not only, ¢ Give us bread, but * our
bread.” The first truth which this suggests,
when we pray, is, that what we ask for must
be ours, and not another's.  We must, that s,
ask for what God may give us without detni-
ment to others.  We are not to expect to reap
what others have anxiously sown, nor to enter
into other men's labours.
work, neither shall he eat.” The bread we pray
for is to be a gift so far 2s God is concrrned,
but it is to be ours so far as our fellow-men are
concerned.  We are to be carcful that, in
asking God to prasper us, we arc not thinking
of some other person’s prospenity, and wishing
that some of it were transferred to our lot. We

“ If any will not .

[
L
H
H
|
i
i

are not to push our own interests regardless of -

the interests of others, still less, so as directly
to injure others. We are to keep within our
own dom=in, and the kimits of a fair and open
competition. This prayer, then, saves from
dishonesty and cruelty. When we thus prey,
we see that our advancement 1s to run i the
iinc of God's pleasurc: and we are eanbled

to cheoose mther to wait to see lus way of pros-
pering us brought to pass, than to tahe the :

matter in our ¢wn hands, and, br means plea-

sing 1o him or not, to make a competency for -

ourselves. Itis bread provided honestly in the - dition which we cannot desite. vet 1 has 1
. SITe, 3 !

sight of man that we are to look far, and not
the bread of idlencss, of decait, ar of cxtortion.
And, thercfore, when we saxr. ¢ Give us our

bread,” we do uot eapert that God wiil Lift -

us above the common and tailing ways of men,
aor loasen us from the hiard and burdensome
condiiions of this life, Mmining on us bread from
heaven, but we trust that he will find for us

Iabour, such as shall not only win us bread, !

bat be otherwise beneficial to us.  Ard thus
God, in that word of lis which Chnist rested
on in the time of Jas trial, saye. * Man liveth
not by hread alone, bat hy cvery ward that pro-
cerdeth out of the mouth of Ged ;™ that e, not

* By the Bev Marcuc Dode, f A, from © The
Prager that Teaches to Pray.” Edinburgh, John
Maclaren.

e W——— e £ & mat bn An

by the simple 2nd visible gift of God, butby
his dispusition of our circumstances, and ds
tribution of natural ability to Iabour, ang
scope for exercising this ability.

But, again, this word “ vur,” teaches us to bs
considerate in our desires, and discriminating .
to ask nut blindly for the good things we see
others enjoy, nor for all that for a momez:
strikes us as desirable, but for * our bread—
for that which is suited to us in our preses:
position. What otliers nre receiving, and mas
be both delighting in and profiting by, migk:
be » very disastrous gift to us. This 15, ther,
in other words, the wise prayer of Agzr.
' Feed me with food conrentent for me.' Apd
while there are bhardships in poverty, whit
none will make light of who knows anythisg
of their varicty and their bitterness, et if ths
be the conditicn appointed to any, let these
also thankfully pray for thewr pittance froz
God, remembering ;that ke who taught ns b
prayer, himself lived from day to day, no:
Knowing in the morning where the evemsg
meal was 1o come from—not knowing n ti
evening where ne would find shelter for 1
night—having wiile alive no home he cates
his own, ner when dead a place provided
Iny his body —nossessing nothing while i tee
world, and Icaving belund him no more thas
the raiment he wore. Though this be a cex-

own Llessing, and those who find thi< atleites
te them as thewr daily bread, will (if tier aze
receiving it thanhfully from God) find 1a i
cnd that no betier condition could have bers
assigned them, and that it bias been no amai
inheritance to share the poverty of thewr Lo

Again, it is perhaps not straming ths w0t
to find in it a refrrence to and prayer for othess
along with ourseives. In any casc, such prayes
it very suitable. briatis specially appropran
when we pray for the provision of ths Lif—
inasmuch as in thicwe all are depesdent o
upon anothes, no one man s work sufkcing for 15
actuzl accomplishment of his own sustenane
cluthing. and comforts. In the cavage siate,
men may be evensed for same selfshnece, wheoe
they can live in all tiage independently of eor

i anotker; cach man building for himscil axd
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catering for his own wants. But we ure inex-
cusable if we be not charitable, not only in
prayer and intention, but in deed, we who daily
enjoy what has cost the labour of many. And
the more we live in liberal community with
others, the better will our lives appear in the
end to have been spent.

On the whole, then, this word ¥ our,” tea-
ches us to desire tu be laburivus, cuntented,
and charitable: to work with our will and
strength, dving our best in our place; to wait
on God for fruit of our work and returns for
our labour ; and, receiving these, tobe satisfied
if they be small, and willing that others should
share with us if they be large. He who has
to earn his bread is girt by this prayer with a
fresh and cheerful confidence for his daily duty;
=nd he who has abundance is admonished to be
diligent in the right disposal or increase of it,
tnowing, at least, that this prayer has not been
from his true desire, if he leaves to their hun-
ger and misery any whom his further labour
might relieve. For our causc is & common cause
with all mankind, as cur Lurd's self-sacrificing

life stands ever teaching us, aud while there |

i3 want in the world unsupplied, there should
be no faculty of labour in the world uncser-
ased. If the heaithy do not work, what is to
become of the sick ¢ If the strong man do not
labour, what belp is there for the ckild and the
sged? And to those whe are labouring to their
otmost, and yet not sceing the results they pur-
posed and stidl desire, all that can be said is,
Waig, and pray this prayer still. This is all
that can be said, not because your case is n
desperate one, bLut because in this all consola-
tion s included, and all hope, as yoa well
know already, if the Spinit has taught you to
say in sumplicity, ¢ Give me this day my daly
bread.”

By teaching us to ask for bread, cur Lord
indicates that our desires for waorldly good
should not be pussivnate, but moderate—res-
tncted to the supply of the natural wants of
oar condition—T{ur this the word bread natarally
suggests to us.  We say that we do not desire
a great deal, but cnough to enable us to do
God's will effcctivels—to do the ost we can.
Itis not & burden of luxuries and superfluons
comforts, but ihe light cquipment of & Liardy
abstemionsness, which 15 aimed at by this pe-
Wtion.  We acknowledge the propriets of lean-
g tather to what is severe, than to what is
sumpluous ., and while we by no means depre-
cale all extras, all coinforts and pleasures.
these are not sought with the fervencey of
prRyer.

And as our prayers are moderate, so let usbe
thankful for ardinary beraSts.  For wherever
there is material for prayer, there is material
for thanksgiving. If we aced to pray to God
e7¢en for our bread, then even for our bread let
s give thanks to ham. I lo-day’s suppiy docs
%0l come by chance, nor because we were
smilarly  supplicd  yesterday and the day
before, but because God regards our wants
of to-day, and, for this day also grants us life,
then this day ought we to thank him for this
dax’s mercies, though they be but the same as
Festerday’s, and what all other men are enjor-
335, Aseachrising sun touching the wing of
e slecping birds, wakes through the woeds a
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fresh burst of glad melcdy, as if the sun had
! never risen befure, so let each day's mercies
; awake our hearts afresh to the sense of God
vur Father's swile, aud turn ouir lives towards
his light.  * Where nouliing is deserved, every-
thing should be received with thanksgiving”
How, then, shali we ever discharge our debt of
thanks, wlo deserve to know the power of
Gud's anger but experience the puwer of his
mercy.

There is another essential of this petition.
We are to pray for this day only. And this is
& poiut of su much impu.tance to the right
ordering of the godly life on earth, that our
Lord follows it out in the subsequent discourse,
and impresses it with a beauty and force of
persuasion which have made this a marked
passage of Scripture. He aunticipated the
objection that we must provide for to-morrow
as weil as for to-day, and reminds us that He
who clothes the lilies of the ficld, and makes
provision for the birds of the air, knows that
we alsv have lives to be maintained, and con-
, stantly recurring nccessities. By reminding us
of our helplessness, of the folly of distracting
y furcthought, and of the sufficicncy of the care
of Gud, he shamesusinto cunfidence.  “Is not
the body more than meat?” e who has given
you the greater, will he not also provide the
less? “Isnot the lifc more thon raimont?”
He who can create and maintain the cne, may
well be trusted to supply tl.. infinitely less
costly wanl. * Are ye not of more value than
many sparrow.?” Aund yet is one want of one
of these overlovked, furgetten, or despised ?
Doces God find pleasure in lavishing on a fluwer
wLich the eyc of man never sees, a beauty which
no forcthought or cffect of suurs could preduce,
and will be spead no care on you, O yec of
little faith 7 Does Le not know what you have
need of, so that you rre constrained to be fear-
ful and anxious in Tour own behalf? Qr can
you really, by all your pondering. provide cne
crumb beyond what he has provided for you?
Docs your scheming by day and Ly night remove
you out of the carc of God into anindependent
and self-supporting lifc of your own? “Take,
therefore, no thought for the merrow, for the
morrow shall take thought for the things of
itsclf. Sufficient unto the day is the cvil there-
of.” Bring not, then, into this day’s cares, and
to confusc the duties which this day requires
of you, to-morruew’s cares and anxietics about
its duties. I here ask God to take me through
this day ; if to-torron comes, hic knows that [
shall be as dependent on him then asnow.  Hut
it forms no part of my carc; I have cast it on
him.

Rut does this forbid planning of all kinds?

—— - — o -t

Does this preciude zll saving of storing ? As-
suredly not. It forbids nothing which does not
interfere with present duty It yrecludes
notking which does not indicate mistrust of
God, and beget fearfulness and dejression of
spitit.  Any planning or storing of this kind
is not for him who prays this prayer. Any anx-
icty which sare, What shall I it ? ac if there
would be no God to-morrew; any thought

; of the unknown future which weakens -8 in

any way for plain, j resent duty . and any scif-

i confident storing. as if we bad realiy mare in

our barns and banks than in the rerources of
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God ; all these are certainly precluded. That
there is u great difference between faithless,
anxious imagining and schemizg, and godly
prudence, every ope understands who hesgiven
a thought to the matter. From the former, one
gometimes wakes up, thorougly ashamed of it.
Have I work for to day, and strength for to-
day? Then let not though* of to-morrow’s
food, or how I shall get through to-morrow's
daties, interfere with to-day’s daties, which re-
quire for themselves all my thought and care.
Let me prepere for to-morrow, so far as [
can consistently with what I am called on to
do to-day. Let me, for example, lay up seven
years’ corn, like Joseph, if | am given to un-
derstand there twill be need of it; let me, like
our Lord himself, gatber up the fragments of
to-day, that nothiog be lost for tv»-morrow ; let
me lay by whatever will in ail human probabi-
lity be needed for simple maintenance ;—but
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let me do this, knowing that Tam as dependent
ag ever on God; and let me do it only in 80 fsr
as it does not clash with present claims of cha-
rity, hospitality, or station.

This, of course, is one of the cases in which
a man's own conscience must draw the line—
must say how much he is to spend or give, and
Low mach to set against a future call. There
is no other rule than his own coascicace to de-
fine this. But of the principle on which all are
to act, no one will be left in doubt who is from
day 1o day sincerely asking God for his daily
bread. And of the two extremes—trusting in
zcld to the utter exclusion of all confidence in
God, and trusting in God to the neglect of the
rules of prudence which he bas taught (which
Goad calls * temptigg him”)—no one nceds to
be told which is the more dangerous, and few
can safely dispense with self-delivered warninygs
against it,

Zile's Bnstoer.

I know not if the dark or bright

. Shall be my lot;

If that wherein my bopes delight

Be best, or not.

I may be mine to drag for years
Toil’s heavy chain;
Or day and night my meat be tears

On bed of pain.

Dear faces may surround my hearth
With smiles and glee;

Or I may dwell alone, and mirth
Be strange to me.

My bark is wafted to the strand
By breath divine;
And on the helm there rests a band

Other thanr mine.

Onc who has known in storms to sail,

I have on board ;

Above the rasing of the gale,

I hear my Lord.

He holds me when the billows smite—

I shall not fall.

If sharp, 'tis short: if long, "tis light ;

He tempers all.

Safe to the land, safe to the land—

The end is this;

And then with Him go baed in hand,

Far into bliss.

—Macmillan’s Aagazine.



