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THE PRACTICAL QUESTION.

ArTicLE 1.

The most advanced States of the
American Republic are far behiud Eng-
Taud in the science and practice of Agri-
culture, and taking it all in all, the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia is far behind the
United States. The causes of this con-
dition of things are such as to reflect no
blame upon anybody; but it is well to
acknowledge it, to keep it before our eyes,
and, as regards our own Province, to de-
vise ways and means for obviating it,—
for Agriculture is a brauch of industry
which c¢very statesman in the world,
whose opinion is worth anything, ackuow-
ledges to form the necessary basis of a
country’s wealth.

Gentlemen will tell you, in the strects
of Halifax, that this is a young country,
amd that high cultivation s not to be ex-
pected, that our farmers as a class, are
poor, have not had timec yet to sur-
round themselves with the laxuries of
raral life and the wechanical refinements
of implement makers, taot. they have so
much hard work to do that th~y have no
time to think, and that we must wait till

we are as old as England, and then we
shall see what we shall see.  Now, there
is  great deal too much truth in all this,
yet there is misconception upon an essen-
tial point  The misfortune of such argu-
ments, and 2 misfortune under which our
farmers are labouring, is that this is not
# new, nor & young country, in the agri-
cultural sense of the terin Its time of
youth is past; its virgin soil and other
advantages of & young country and a new
settler are gone by; and the greatest
of all misfortunes to muny of our furmers
is that they continue the methods of make-
shift farming when no longer profit-
able or adapted to the circumstances of
themselves or their farms. They farm
badly bacause they are poor, and they
remain poor because they farm badly.
Let them arouse themselves then, or let
others arouse them, to a seunse of the true
state of affairs.  When the tadpole finds
the pools beginning to dry up, he forth-
with drops his tail and gills, and acquiring
lexs and lungs, becomes a frog and leaps
out of the water, forsaking his former
hanuts and habits and holding his head
crect s oue who has risen in the world.
So must it be, sooner or later, with overy
onc of those primitive fariners who still
adhere to the traditious of the past, who
go on clearing luud that was cleared and

exhausted fifty years ago, and throwing
amoung the little stumps some ¢grass sced,’
that they may break their backs tryin
to mow it, while their long-cleared fields,
are becoming tired of learing even a
scanty crop of weeds and brush. low
often is it asked, Why do so many of our
farmers’ boys go away? The wonder
should be, in many parts of the country,
why any of them at all remain at home.
1lard work and hard living, are not tempt-
ing to most people under any circamstan-
ces, and the grovelling occupations of
a miserable starved farm that will not
bear crops, and where the implements are
rude and want repair, present no inviting
aspeet to an ambitious young man

Once and again, when Election time
comes round, our politicians swell up
these young men with a sense of their
importance,and tell them that they are the
“bone and sinew” of the country. If
they are so, it wonld be well to keep
some of them at home, by giving them
work that will be protitable and pleasant
to themselves and beneficial to the coun-
try. ‘The means within reach for placing
our Jand and our farmers in a more
satisfuctory condition, will be discussed
in succeeding papers. In the meautime
we shall be glad to receive communica-
tious on the subject from correspoudents,
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WIHEAT FARMING.

The choice of seed is an important
point in wheat farming., ‘The Dbest,
heaviest and hardest grain should always
be selected for this purpose. It is said
that old wheat, it kept in the straw un-
thrashed till wanted, is greatly superior
to new seed, the former germinating more
speedily than the latter, which will not
comeaway without rain.  T'hereis reason
to believe, says Sir John Sinclair, that
old seed wheat is not so liable to the
smut as new sced, and that it produces
straw of a stronger quality, and not so
apt to lodge, although many intelligent
farmers doubt these advantages, and con-
tend that keeping old seed in the straw
must occasion a loss of at least 25 per
cent. on the quantity kept.

The soil and climate from which the
seed-wheat is obtained are likewise matters
of solicitude with the furmer. ‘The wheat
plant is not a native production with us,
but comes from a warmer climate, having
s longer and more genial season than
Nova Scotia, so that while we give to
the cultivated plant a rich soil to prevent
its deterioration or reversion to the parent
stock, we have at the same time to pro-
vide, as we best may, for the waut of a
¢limate suitable in all respects for its
healthy development. It has been sup-
posed by some cultivators (reasoning from
insufficent data) that plauts are capable
of being- acclimatised; on the coutrary
we find that although many plants are
capable of growing in colder countries
than those to which they are indigenous,
nevertheless every plant has a certain
limited range, beyond which it cannot
pass; and all the exertions of the culti-
vator, by gradually removing it to a
colder climate by repeated transplauting,
do not suffice to render it a whit the more
hardy. It accords with general experi-
ence in regard to exotic plants, that the
longer they are cultivated in a climate
less genial than their native one, the less
healthy and fruitful they become. ‘The
wheat crop dves not afford an exception
to this rule. Agriculturists are therefore
in the habit of occasionally changing their
seed wheat by importations from foreign
countries.

Wiheat is especially liable to degenerate
when sown continuously, not only in the
same climate, but on the same soil ; which
renders a change of seed even from one
farm to another desirable. And in ob-
taining changes of seed, the farmer ought
constautly to keep in view that the value
of the change mainly depends upon the
superior character of the climate and
soil from which it is obtained. In Miller's
Gardeners’ Dictionary, it is remarked on
this paint .~ The most skilful farmers
purchase seed, at Jogst every other year
by way of change; for they find that the
seed continued long upon the seme land

will not succeed so well, as when they
procure a change of seed from a distant
country s and the same is practised by
the husbandmen of the Low Countries,
who commonly procure fresh seeds from
Sicily, every second or . third year, which
they find succeed better with thom than
the seeds of their own country” In
Nova Scotia the hest results have been
obtairzed from seed imported from West-
ern Canada.

A writer in the North DBritish Agri-
culturist obscrves in reference to the
quantity of seed, that it is in general
considerably move than what is proper
to produce the most abundant crop. The
quantity of seed may vary from about 7
pecks to 18 pecks aud more per acre;
but farmers gencerally agree that we have
seed enough when we employ’about two
bushels to the acre.  This is the quantity
used by Boussingaunlt at Bechelbronn, but
in the same district, and even on con-
tignous fields, the proportions of seed
employed vary in the ratio of from one-
half to twice the quantity specified, with-
out any sufficient reason for this parsimony
or prodigality. Donaldson recommends
three bushels to the acre. The proper
quantity of sced depeuds in n great mea-
sure on the state of cultivation and price
of land and labonr in a country. In
countries where Jand is chern it may e
wore profitable to scatter thinly over a
great avea ; but where the price of land
is high, it wust be sown more thickly and
receive a higher style of calture to bring
in a profitable return. * Exposure and
climate,” moreover, “are important cle-
ments in judging of the quantity of sced.
In Spring most soils are easily acted
upon by alternate frosts and thaws, and
if sunshine follows frosty mnights, the
young plauts are injured and sometimes
killed, thus the crop is thinned out when
it is on the eve of tillering; to pre-
vent this the seed should either be drilled
or ploughed in. Laud which has been
summer fallowed requires less seed than
Jand which has produced potatoes, and it
again less than clover lea. The period
of sowing also forms an clement; when
sown early it gives greater scope for
tillering, while the plant obtains a vigour
which enables it to resist adverse circum-
stances. The gquantity of moisture in the
soil is still another. If it is either
deficient or in excess, the seed will fail
to vegetate so vigorously. If the land is
either very dry or very wet, sowing
should be delayed. There are several
other circumstances, such as the method
of sowing, the quality of the seed, plump-
ness of pickle, and variety grown.”

In Scotland, sced-wheat is not often
committed to the soil without some pre-
vious preparation, even when the very
best grain is obtained for the purpose.

‘Various methods have been adopted to
preserve the wheat crop from smut,—the

most prevalent of which is pickling or
steeping. W shall here follow the con-
cise directions of M. Boussingault, in the
Economie Rurale :—* Farmers are wont
before putting their seed wheat into the
ground, to prepare it in various ways with
a view to destroy the germs of certain
parasites which are believed to adhere to
it externally. The process is gencrally
called pickling, or liming, because milk
of time, in which the seeds are putto
steep for twelve or fitteen hours, is often
employed in its course. Means that nre
said to be more efficacious have also been
recommended ; some make use of alum,
others of sulphate of iron, sulphate of
zinc, sulphate of copper, sulphate of soda,
and even white oxide of arsenic. All
these means appear to conduce to the
same result. We employ sulphate of
copper, which indeed is the custom in a
considerable part of Alsace, and I can
assure the reader that our fields of wheat
are never infected. 100 granumes (or
about 3} oz. troy, are allowed to a
hectolitre or sack of nearly three bushels
of wheat ; the salt is dissolved in as much
water as is held requisite for the submer-
sion of the grain, which is steeped in the
solution for about threec quarters of an
houy, after which it is thrown into baskets
to drain, aud being then spread out on
the floor, is dried before being sown.”

The followingis the process of pickling
with chamber lye as described by Mr.
Ferguson of Glasgow ;—Pour 10 or 12
gallons into o large tub, and then abushel
of wheat; stir the whole with a short
stick, several times round ; then raise the
tub, and pour off the light wheat and
spores that float on the siifuce, into a
riddle, whose bottom is covered with a
thin gauze cloth. ‘This riddle is support-
ed by two sticks laid across the mouth of
an empty tub. The liquid ruuning
through, leaves the refuse, which is care-
fully throws aside, so as not to wix with
the sound wheat. The contents of the
first tub is then emptied into a willow
basket, where it remains for a minute or
two to drain off superfluous woisture.
‘Then the basket is emptied on the floor,
and a shovelful of hot lime sifted over it,
aund afterwards the whole is turned over
three or four times, until it be observed
that every car of grain has taken oun a
coating of lime. This process is continued
till the qu.niity for a day’s sowing is
completed, when the whole is put into
sacks, and sown in an liour or as soon
afterwards as possible. If sown by hand
the sower requires to protect his eyes by
a thin gauze veil, bus the drilling machine
does the work well.

The kiln-drying of secd wheat has been
recommended as an equal, if not better
preservative against smut, than the usual
practice of pickling,~being preferable in
one respeet, namely, that after kiln-dry-
jug the seed can be kept unsnown with-
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out injury, whereas when prepaved hy
pickling it must be sown immediately,
otherwise it is very apt to luse vitality.

Boussingault tells us that in French
farming, wheut is sown either upon a
fallow or upon land that has carried some
forage crop, or such crop as beans und
peas; the same practice is followed in
Britain,

Wheat requires a good deep soil, rich
and stiff, containing a certain proportion
of calearcous earth, and abounding in or-
gunic matters light sandy, and other
hungry soils, being unsuitable.  The sub-
soil should be dry and firm. In fact the
capabilities of a farm in the production
of wheat are regarded as its best test of
value for the general purposes of agricul-
ture.

Wheat requires a better soil, better
climate, and better cultivation, than auy
other cereal crop, so that oats, barley, and
rye, can be profitably grown where wheat
would not ripen an ear,

Dr. Anderson some years ago gave a
very lengthened detail of the constitution
of the principal wheat soils of Scotlund.
These were Mid-Lothian, East Lothian,
Renfrewshire, Pesthshive, Morayshire,
and Berwickshire. Ilis conclusions are
that they all contain, in large quantity,
the whole of the substances necessary for
the food of wheat and other plauts, n a
condition in which they are fitted to be
taken up by the plant; secondly, that
they may be divided into two classes, those
characterised by the absenuce, or small
amount of alkalies in the insoluble matter,
the other by the abundance of these con-
stituents. Theory points to the superi-
ority of these latter soils aver the former
—a superiority which practice has long
established, for the soils of the Carse of
Gowrie and East Lothian greatly surpass
all the other wheat soils of Scotland in
fertility.

Dr. Wolff, of Leipsic, in reference to
Dr. Anderson’s researches, compares the
soils of Scotland with those of Germany,
in voth of which are the sume abundance
of all the solubl: constituents necessary
for the nourishment of the plant. It is
only in the quantity of humus that a
striking difference exists, the wheat soils
of Scotland being richer than those of
Germuany in this respect, while the latter
contain in proportion to their humus a
much larger quantity of nitrogen. The
cause of this phenomenon is sought for in
the different climatul couditions of the
two countries, which are unquestionably
of much importance in the estimation of
the goodness and fertility of any soil, it
being very possible, for example, that in
Scotland, a soil may be well adapted for
the cultivation of wheat, which in Ger-
many would no longer afford remunerat-
ing crops.

We have said that wheat thrives on a
stiff clayey soil; but that must be well

prepared for the crop.  When sown on
bare summer fullows, the soll must be
loosened, exposed to the action of the
atmosphere, and cleared of weeds, through
repeated  ploughings, harrowings, and
rollings. Lime aud mancre should he
applied in the month of July, and the
seed committed to the soil in Augnst or
September.

When this crop is sown after the re-
moval of a turnip or potato crop, one
ploughing is suflicient, with a previous
harrowing to prepave the ground for the
drill machine.

Four single times of harrowing are
deemed suflicient on ordinary whent-
Inuds, in order to cover the seed, and
two on lighter loams after the drill-ma-
chine (Donaldson) ; but occasionally very
heavy lands require more to do the work
effectually.

Considerable difference of opinion has
been expressed regavding the relative
advantages of drilled and broadcast sow-
ing, Mr, Pawlett, in an experiment un-
dertaken for the purpose of determining
this point, found the produce of drilled
and broadeast wheat to be as tollows:

Bush. Pks.
Drilled wheat, peracre..........3¢ 3
Broadcast do., do. ..e.eiiaeen 8 3

showing a slight difference in favour of
drilled wheat, and confirming the general
opinion that drilling (which has many
advantages over all other systems of
planting.) is the best way to ensure a
plant, and consequently to get a good
crop. “Many excellent crops have been
grown from dibbled wheat, but the trou-
ble, expense, and difficulty in getting it
well done by hand has prevented its be-
coming more general in practice. My
wheat is invaviably drilled now at eight
inches, and deposited as deep in the lund
ag circumstances will permit.”

With regard to wheat after fallow,
Mr. Brown of Markle, was of opinion
that the ground should remain aunsown
for a fortnight after the last plough-
ing is given, so that it might get in
to a cousolidated state, aud be able to
stand the harrowing process, without
being too much subdued. Ilowever, most
farmers will feel with Sir Johu Sinclair,
that such operations must in & great de-
gree be regulated by the weather and
other circumstances, it being often neces-
sary to sow the ground as fast as it is
ploughed.

Wheat being the grain which above all
others requires a long time for its de-
velopment, should, in this climate, he
sown as carly in the season as possible,
in order that the young plants may be
thoroughly established bhefore winter,
although at the same time not too far ad-
vanced to suffer by frosts. In Europe
the wheat sown in Autumn generally
stands upon the ground for from 9 to 10
nionths; but the time varies with the
climate in different couutrics.

The buik of the crop, and generally its
excellency, very much depends upon
ewly sowing. All farmers are aware of
this, and wheat sowing should therefore
be invariably performed in good time in
the Auatuma. If this is not done, an
opportunity for favorable sowing may be
lost altogether, or the process delayed so
long that the crop is hurried into bearing
before it has time to perfect its vegetative
organs, in which case the produce must
necessarily be light. However, since the
year 1773, Scottish furmers have been in
the habit,toa greater or lessextent, of sow-
mg what is called * winter wheat” in the
Spring months,—a practice which has
been tound very couvenient by some agri-
culturists upon clay, as well as other soils,
but only i those seasons when the wet-
ness of the autumn prevents sowing at
the usual time. Mr. George Cully, the
celebrated farmen, stated that he had
known winter wheat do pretty well when
sown even in the beginning of April, but
he did not approve of sowing so late as
that,—not however from fear of a plenti-
ful crop, but because it was so late in
ripening, that six times in seven it suffer-
el from the equinoxial gales. Ile was
decidedly of opinion, from long experi-
ence, that the best time for sowing
Autumnal wheat in Spring, was in
February and the first ten days in
March.

We are not aware whether any of our
Nova Scotia furmers have tried the early
Spring sowing of winter wheat on fall
ploughed land.

The Spring or Summer wheats (pro-
perly so called) possesses some advan-
tages, although for general purposes in-
ferior to the winter wheats, the ear being
short and the crop less productive. They
remain on the ground for a much shorter
period ; though sown so late as the end
of April or beginving of May, they will
ripen us early as auttmn sown winter-
wheat. .

Wheat of soft grain contains more
starch und less gluten than that which is
hard ; while the former is preferred by
the brewer, the latter brings a higher
price in the market from being more suit-
able to the purposes of the baker.
Southern countrics are known to produce
harder grain, than northern ones,and the
rescarchies of Davy and Payen show that
the wheat of warmer climates is richer in
azotised principles than that of temperate
lauds. But it is pointed out by Boussin-
gault that we may have wheat growp in
Europe fully asrichinazotised elements ag
any that is grown between the tropigs,
This conclusion is founded upon the ex-
periments of Hermbstadt, who found that
the applioation of different manureshad a
wonderful effect on the proportion of
asotised matters in the grain. One hun.
dred parts of the flour obtained from
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wheat grown by the following applica-
tions yiclded :—

Bran,

Gloten,  Starch, Sol. natter

and wostuve
With human urine, Il W3 26
0 hulloek's bleod, 342 413 255
* human excrement, $3.1 4.4 255
S xheep's dung, 20 428 343
“ ont’s do, 3249 424 N7
" hnrw's do, 137 Gl G 217
S pigeon’s du, 328 638 A6
Hoocow's  do, 120 623 2.7
Soil not matured, 0.2 eeT 24l

In general, therefore, the wheat grown
in ground manured with the most highly
nzotised matters yields the largest quan-
tity of gluten,

Svery furmer who has experience is
well aware that it frequemly happens
that wheat crops are so seriously injured
during winter, by the inclemency of the
weather, especinlly by severe frosts and
heavy rains on ill-drained Jand, as well as
by the attacks of grubs and other vermin,
that towards the latter end of spring they
present a very melanchaly aspect, the
crop being thin and the plants weakly.
Sometimes this is the case to an extent
s0 alarming that the wheat is ploughed
up to make room for a crop of oats cr
barley.

On this account it is a very judicious
practice to give a top-dressing in spring,
which causes the plants to come away
with vigour, and likewise to tiller ficely,
50 as to occupy to advantage the spaces
Teft Dlank by the winter failures.

Such a top-dressing is espeeially de-
sirable in soils that are naturally too
light to carry a heavy wheat crop. The
manures generally employed for this pur-
pose, and found by the experience of
farmers and the researches of chemists to
he the best, are

Nitrate of Soda.

Sulphate of Ammonia.

Superphosphate of Lime, (Dissolved
Bones.)

Professor Johnston arrives at the con-
clusion, that in some cases, even so small
a quantity as two bushels of dissolved
lones will praduce as good a crop of
turnips as sixteen or twenty Dbushels of
hones applied in the usual form—a con-
clusion that has led to great cconomy in
the application of manure, and has recom-
mended Superphosphate of Lime to the
serious attention of all farmers as one of
the most profitable manures that could be
applied to the soil.  As a top-dressing to
all grain crops it is invaluable.

Nitrate of Soda aud Sulphate of Am-
monix have likewise been applied as a
spring top-dressing to wheat with the
best results ; the former is especially to
he used where, from deficiency of soil or
fuclement weather, the straw is weak,

The following experimeut by Mr. Bar-
clay, quoted by M. Boussingault, (Rurdl
Feonomy, p. 419), indicates the beneficial
effects of an application of Nitrate of

Sada to wheaty, both as respests straw
and grain i—
Difterence In favour
Without nltrate.  With vitrate.  of the nitates,

WiEAT—=31 bush. 2 pks, 35 bush. Bpks, $bush. 1 pk.
STRAW=20 cw b 110, Lent. s, 2610, Fewt. 2qraT il

That sulphate of ammohia supplies an
excellent manure for wheat, cither when
applied as o spring top-dressing or other-
wise, has been well shown by the experi-
ments of M. Schallenmann.

M. Stevenson has shown that the good
citeets of nitrate of soda are not confined
to the crop to which it is immediately
applied, but extend over a series of years.
Infact he found the cflects to be moro
decided upon the third crop after the ap-
plication,  Ile has no doubt that saline
manures in genersl fluence the produce
throughout the whole rotation, which of
course greatly enhauces their value,

The wheat erop, like all other culti-
vated crops, is liable to the attucks of
vavious parasites and other maladies.
Oune of the most destructive, and certainly
the most universal of these, is Smut, the
remedy for which, and Rust, has been
already so fully detailed in conuection
with the preparation of secd, that it is
not nceessary to citer upon further de-
tails, The wheat midge (Cecidomyiu
tritied) is likewise very hurtful in certain
seasons. In the Carse of Gowrie alone,
during the years 182¢-8 & 9, it was esti-
mated that this insect cost the Carse
farmers £90,000. By using a skim
coulter in winter ploughing, the pupe
way be buried too deeply to allow of the
midges coming up next summer. It is
well that it is only in certain favourable
seasons that this pest is enabled to attack
the wheat crops fiercely,—for we know
of no effectual remedy to ward off its
assaults.

— e i

HEMP CULTURE IN NOVA SCOTIA.

—

e e s .

In 2 ship-building country a Rope
Factory is one of the first requisites.
"Through the enterprize and enlightened
views of one of our leading merchants
that want is now supplied. A Rope
IPactory not only contributes to the suc
cess of the « Ship Manuficture,” but like-
wise opens a new market to our farmenrs.
If Hemp can be grown in Nova Scotia
as well as in Russia or the United States,
there is no good reason why our own
farmers should not benefit by this branch
of industry., Now we know that Nova
Scotix is very well adapted for the growth
of Hemp Fibre, and we trust that some
enterprising farmers will try their hand
at its production this scason. The fol-
lowing article from the Zoronto Globe is
sNIZCStivVeE i

We were vecently shown some very fine
sunples of hemp fibre, produced from hemp
grown by Mr. J. G. Joly, of Quebee, on his
farm at Point Platon. Mr. Joly has written
a very imcmstin{; letter to the Gazetle des
Campagnes, which we haye translated from

4

the French , and condense from it a few facts
showing that hemp can be profitably grown
in Canada, and that our ropemakers wonld
do well to encourare home growth instead of
importing the raw material frotn Russia and
Kentucky.

He says that hemp was extensively grown
in Canaeda when it was under French rule,
sd that quantities of it may yet be found
growing in a wild state on many of the older
farms i Quebee.  He gives the vesult of a
trial with seed from the so called *“ wild
hemp,” seed imported from Piedmont, and
from Missomi. The Missowri seed produced
the finest plants, but the plants grown trom
wild hemp were but little inferior, and equal
to the Piedinontese, while they ril.wnvd suon-
or than the vthers.  The yield of raw hemp
is given as 14,400 Ibs. per acre, which, sold at
a farthing per pound,gives a return of $60
per acre, besides the sced, which yields an oil
equal to linseed oil for painters wse.

He states that the hemp ean be grown
cqually as well as flax, and the operation of
seutelung and heckling it ean be donein a
flax mill, with a little alteration in the rollers,
or by wooden hecklers, constructed chiefly
for the purpose; the hemp in its raw state is
rather bulky for cavringe, hut when prepared
by hand or machinery it is greatly reduced in
bulk, and is then worth much more.  Lhe

| price of Russian hemp at Quebee is given at

¥ cents per pound, so that if’ we cian grow an
article eyqual to it, which he says ean be done,
hemp growing would hecome i profitable
brauch of agriculture. It takes six pounds of
steeped raw hemp to make a pound of hemp
ready to spin, or make into vope, and he sayw
the raw material wonld rcmli]iv bring a lm?ﬁ
penny per pound if steeped, and conveniences
could be had for scutehing and  heckling it.
Perhaps this matter may engage the attention
of Canadian ropemakers, and they could be
induced to cencourage 2 home growth of* an
article now lavgely imported at o great ex-
ense. i

M. Joly left at our oflice some very fine
samples oft Canada Hemp, grown at Quebee,
and_prepared, some by hand and some by
maclunery ;s alkwo, some specimens of rope
manufactured from this hemp; a small quan-
tity of the oil expressed from the seed 5 and
also some cake for feed, manufactured after
the manner of linseed cake.

From the aceess which Mr. Jolly has met
with in Quebee, where, weare intbrmcd,sixty
farmers have grown this crop, we think it
very desirable that a trial of it should be
made in Outario. Of conrse we wounld not
advise any extensive eaperiments at first, but
operations on a small scale might besuflicieny
to indicate the suitability or othewise of our
climate for the growth of hemp.  Those who
have scutching mills for flax should bear this
subject in mind.

THE IESSIAN FLY AND WHEAT
MIDGE. -

The following lucid account of the
Hessian Fly and the Wheat Midge of
the Dominion, is from the pen of a
Toronto correspoundent of the Loudon
Gardener’s Chronicle, and will be read
with interest and profit by our wheat
growing farmers :—

The IHessian fly, Cecidomyia destructor,
first attacks the newly sown fall wheat in the
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autumn, the carliest sown plants heing the
most subject to the pest.  The fly deposits its
eges on the blade of the wheat plant, and
when the young ave hatched, in the shape of
a whitish magwot, it eats its way at the june-
tion of the leat’ into the sap vessels of the
stem, which, when too much afleeted, destroys
the old plant before the winter.  Often half
the plant is affected, and the other half free;
sometimes only o few of the stems are affect-
ed, in which case the mischief done is small.
The mageots proceed with their work until
they are prepared to go into their chrysalis
state; they then assume the appearance of a
flax secd, and ecither hury themselves in the
carth or remain attached to the stem of the
wheat, close to the lower joint, until the
spring, when they turn into the fly, which
again’lay eges on the wheat stem and leaves,
and_go through the same Lr:msformations.‘
coming out asa fly ready for the new sown |
autumn crop.  Henee the Iessian fly affords |
two crops of insects each year.  The worms |
do not actually eat into the straw or stem, but |
appear_to live by suction, and the straw ,
gradually depresses and wastes away, until it |
finally perishes, or breaks off with the wind
or weight of the ems. Comparatively late
sowinge is the preventive, but the only cure
is sowing a kind of wheat which is not liable |
to be affected, and of which there are more
than one.

In Canada, if we sow before the first of
September, we are subject to the Hessian fly;
if' we sow later than the end of the fist week
in September, we are very subject to rust.
"Lhis will be thought very early in England,
but it must be borne in mind that our winter
sets in, in full foree, in November.

The Hessian fly is now not dreaded in Ca-
nada; it seems to have brought its own de-
stroyer with it, which keeps it in cheek, and
it now only occasion.dly takes & percentage of
the crop.

THE MIDGE.

The wheat midge, or, rather, midges (for
there are two of them—Cecidomyia tritici
and Cecidomyia cerealis, Fitch, which ave ge-
nerally spoken of as “the midge,” without
distinguishing the species, they being very
much alike), 1s a totally different inscct from
the Hessian fly. The inseet in its fly state,
makes its appearance from the 13th to the
20th of June accurding to climate, and is
then seen in countless myriads. It attacks
the new cars of wheat, icreing the outer
husk or chaff, and depositing its small yellow
egas through the hole which it has made with
its ovipositor. The inscct most common is
very small, has a bright orange body, the erd
of which is armed with its ovipositor; and it
is through this that the egess pass into the
chests of the wheat car. If the wheat s in
flower at the time the exes are deposited, the
worms as soon as they have life (which scems
almost immediately), work down to the bot-
tom of the case which is to contain the future
grain of wheat; they attach themselves to
the growing  nme of' the flower, and gradu-
ally absorb il the juices which pass from the
stem, and which should form the future grain,
The result is the yellow maggots called in
your paper “red gum,” and no wheat. If the
grain i3 only just formmg when the'midge
worm gets to it, it can still by suction or
otherwisc exist upon it, and destroy the grain;
but, if when the insect pierces the ear the

grain_is already formed, and has sttained a
certain shape and strength, say one-third or

half grown, the midge worm is powerless, and
finally starved, althongh it seems to obtain
some nourizhment, and will often leave an
identation in the grain, showing its presences”
Often all the lower grains in the ear will be
safie, aud the npper ones will be destroyed
but i’ the entire ear is in & favorable state
for the juscet, it makes a clean sweep of it,
and destroys every grain,  Assoon as it las
run its tourse of dustructiveness it appears as
alittle fat yellow maggot, which wrigales up
ont of the car and falls upon the carth, into
which it sinks for its winter habitation, or it
is carried into the barn with the grain and is
threshed out with it; going out with the
straw, and coming out as a fly in due season.
Thus it will be seen that this insect differs
ontirely from the Iessian fly in every respect;
it only comes once in the year, never com-
mences its vavages til June, and ceases with
the ripening of’ the wheat.

It 13, however, the most destructive nest
known here; our fields may on the 10th of
June promise 40 bushels per acre, and in two
weeks we may ascertain the total luss of the
crop, which often dues not give back the seed.
Our iine white wheat is the most subject to it,
and so abeolutely is it a question of a few
days and season, that the whole of a field may
e free except the wet spots, which by wet or
dampness ave a few days later than the rest
of the crop; all these wot spots will be en-
tirely destroyed.  On the other hand the
great hody of a field which lies wet may be
entively destroyed, whilst a few dry knolls in
it may be as entirely free.

Our course of husbandry has greatly tend-
ed to produce this cuse to our country.
Owing to various causes, to which it is not
necessary further to allude, we seed down onr
fall wheat with clover, consequently all the
midge worms which have fallen on the ground
at harvest come forth in June amongst the
clover, and go off to the nearest wheat field.
In the June evenings, when the midge flies
take wing, the air is full of them, and they
spread in every dircction,

It is only when the wheat stubbles are
plonghed and fallowed, or sown to green
crops, that the number of midge worms, or
chrysalides, can be appreciated (the chrysalis
is just like the worm, and remains in the shape
of a yellow maguot.) In cultivating wheat
stubbles the folﬁ)\vmg spring and suminer,
these little yellow bodies are often in such
numbers as to run down into the harrow
tracks, and look like yellow sand—the land
seems alive with them.

‘The midge came into this provinee in three
dircctions ; it travelled about 9 miles each
season, at first devastating the greater part
of the wheat crop.  We knew nothing abont
it, and many districts gave up growing wheat
altogether. Now, liowever, our experience
has taught us that if we ean get the wheat
very carly, there is a good chance of missing
the midge, orif we can getit very late we
ave also secure 3 but from” the Scylla of the
midge we then fall into the Charybdis of
rust, which is as fatal.  If we could ‘get late
fall wheat not subject to rust, our fortunes,
would he made.

- We have now several kinds of fall wheat
which are ealled “ midge proof,” and these
are now coming into general cultivation.

EFFECTS ON SPRING WIEAT.

The midge attacks spring wheat as badly
as fall wheat, if it comes into flower in the
right scason.  We, therefore, sow our spring

wheat very late, often as late us the 1st June,

but generally about the 10th May ; and as

we have a kind, ealled « Fyfe ” or ¢ Fifa”
wheat (ro called from its introducer), which
does not rust, the spring wheat becomes a
tolerably sure evop.  ‘This year all the early
sown spring wheat is entircly  destroyed,
while the late sown is a good erop.  Our fall
wheat this year is also a good crop, particn-
larly the “midge proof” The midge also
sometimes attacks the barley, and is quite
destructive, spoiling the sample; but as the
worm, although it ean live on, and in, the
substance of the grain, never can get out, or
come to perfection as a fly, it does not help
to increasc.

The only known cure for the midge is
ploughing with the Michigan plough; this
consists of” two turn furrows, one of which,
like an English skim_coulter, takes off about
two inches of the surface, including the weeds
and stubble, and deposits it in the Lottom of
the furrow, while tfle sceond, or main turn
furrow, raises the second portion of the land
slice, and deposits it over the first portivn,
thus entirely burying it to a depth of several
inches.  If' this is not again turned up till the
following year, or out of season for the midge,
the insect is destroyed. But the comve of
Canadian agriculture, and the extraordinary
ignorance and prejudice of the great body of
our farmers, renders it impossible to carry
out this, or any other system generally ; ad.
we, therefore, resort to the other measur:.
before mentioned.

You speak of the mildge as inereasing in
England; when the subject is once under-
stood the cure is half cffected, and I trust
that this information, which 1z the result of
actual experience, may be useful.  Vectis.

SHORT IIORNS.

Our readers are always glad to hear of
the welfare sud progress of the thorough-
bred animals imported from tin.¢ to time
by the Board of Agriculture. It givesus
pleasnre to insert the following notice,
and we shall feel obliged if other owners
of Short Horn or other pure stock in the
Province will keep us informed from time
to time of their doings :—

“ Aenes” is doing very well, but is troubled
with lice. She is not a great milker, but her
milk is good and rich. ~ Her calf, “ Charles
the First,” (as I have named him) was sired
by ¢ Sir William,” belonging to_our Society,
and is nearly six months old. e has hal no
extra feed, but well cared for. I weighed
him to-day, and he weighed 400 1bs, and girts
four foct onc inch. I should call him a good
animal; is niccly marked red with white
spots. I shall offer him for sale to-day at 385,
as I am selling off my farm stock.

I bave a heifer calf out of a cross of Dur-
ham and Aywshire, after “Sir William,” a

erfect beauty. I intend ralsing it. ¢ Sir
Villiam™ is getting some fine stock.
C. C. HaviLToN.

LEICESTERS.

. We learn from the Hon. R. A. Mcllef-
fey that the splendid Xwe which gained
the first prize in the Certified Pedigree
Classat the Provincial Exhibition dropped
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two fine Ram Lambs on the 10th instant,
These are sired by the Ram which took
the first prize at the Ixhibition, a
thorough-bred animal imported by the
Board of Agriculture two years ago.
Mr. McHeftey has been breeding pure
Leicester stock since the year 1855,

- — —— e o et a emaom s em

TIIE MOWING MACIIINE.

We are pleased to learn that Mowing
Machines are finding their way into the
fertile valleys of Cape Breton. At a
meeting of the Agricultural Society of
Middle River, Victorin,on the 25th Feb,,
it was agreed to import one of these ma-
chines.  We have no doubt the Deputa-
tion which the Middle Wiver Society sent
to the Provineial Exhibition, took back
with them some sound ideas, as well as
good animals.

FARM OPERATIONS FOR MARCH
AND APRIL.

Up to the time of writing, the winter has
been unusually mildand pleasant along the
Atlantic coast. The fickleness of the
season may give us early bland airs, free-
dom from frost in the soil, and good wen-
ther to push forward spring work this
year ; but, in the natural order of things,
this can hardly be expected. A warm
winter is often followed by a rough,
harsh, cold, wet spring. Winter muy
linger, aud we may thus have full time to
get ready to make the very most of the
good weather when it comes. Make full
memoranda at once of those kinds of
work which ought to be done—work for
rainy weather, work for freezing weather,
work for fair weather when the soil is too
wet to plow, and proper field work.—
Know beforehand how much lahor can
be profitably employed at each job, and
calculate, if possible, to leave yourself
free for extra work, not included before-
hand in your caleulatious, or to take hold
and finish up any job that drags, and re-
quires more time than planned for, We,
have often compared well-considered
plans to axle grease on the farm wagon.

Thousands of farmers are thinking
anxiously about the seed they shall sow
and plaut. A more worthy subject for
scrious thought and investigation can
hardly have their attention.  ‘The papers
are full of advertisements and notices of
new articles, from Norway oats to the
most thoroughly established varieties of
spring wheat. The effort to get some-
thing new that has merit enough to base
great stories upon, and lead to sanguine
expectations, leads to the introduction of
many worthless things, Dealers gene-
rally care less for what is really good,
than to know and to have what will sell.
If seeds are scarce and high, as is onion
seed this year, the temptation is very
great to mix it with old sced. In Eng-

land, it is very common to use the seeds
of charlock, or some other cruciferous
plants which have been heated, and the
wvitality destroyed, to mix with turnip
seede It is precisely on the principle of
watering milk, and over-issuing railway
stock. If possible, get snmples, and see
how many of the seeds will germinate, as
directed for clover sced. We are far
from condemuing the novelties, whatever
price they bear; but this we are free to
say, the price bears no direct ratio to
their value. ‘The fact that $2 a quart is
charged for onts, or $50 apiece for pota-
toes, shows that there has been a good
deal of interest excited by advertising, or
otherwise, and that either the owners
mean to put a nearly prohibitory price
uponr the articles, or believe they will
make more this year and next by selling
now at high rates. It often pays to buy
at rather high prices, in order to taise
one’s own seed fov another year, but it
surely does not pay unless the article is
of established excellence, and one kiows
he gets it genuine. Do not buy simply
hecause very improbable and wonderful
stories are told in print, or anywhere,

about oats, Egyptian wheat, or any simi- |

lar thing. The best way is, for several
neighbors to club together, and thus get
and examine samples, Do not expect to
raise heavier grain than the seed you
sow.

HINTS ABOUT WORK,

Breeding Animals must be well fed.
A quart or two of oil meal daily, or an
equivitlent of rye bram, of coarse corn
meal and wheat bran mixed, is good. If
roots are plenty, cut up and feed four to
eight quarts a day with the meal; if not,
save them until just before calving, and
after that, to be used until grass comes,
or the rye for soiling is fit to cut.

Cows.—Prepare roomy, loose boxes
for cows to calve in, aud litter them well.
The cows may be kept tied until the time
actually comes, when it is best to give
them the freedom of the box.

Mares should be treated in very much
the same way; a few carrots are an ex-
cellent addition to their diet, and roots
and oil cake may he fed freely if care be
taken that they do not induce too great
laxness of the bowels; constipation is to
be always guarded against in animals ap-
proachiug parturition.

Sows “should be especially guarded
against it; and this is casily effected by
feeding raw roots, mashed, and sprinkled
with bran, to give them a relish, and to
add to their nutritious value. The sow
must have ler quiet, warm nest, with
plenty of straw, and be let alone. A big,
blundering brate will not unfrequently
overlie her young, and kill many in this
way. To prevent thisin a mcasure, it
has heen advised to arrange slanting rails
at the back of the pen, so that the sow
can not crowd herself against the rear

partition, and that the young may have a
place of safety at all times. This is es-
pecially desivable if sows are eross, and
mclined to eat their young ones.  Such
an unnatural appetite is usually accom-
panied by constipation and feverishness,
which are relieved in most cases by the
diet advised.

Sheep.— As the weather grows warmer,
look out for ticks, scab, and lice. We
have great faith in earbolic soap, and this
may be applied without fear of injury to
the animals. The wool should he purted,
and the solution squurted in from a bottle
with a quill in the cork, or poured from
an oil can with a small nozzle. 1f ewes
yean early, have a care that the lambs
do rot get chilled; visit the pens fre-
quently.  Chilled lambs, apparently past
succor, may often he revived by bringing
to the fire, giving warm baths, followed
by friction with dary cloths, and a little
mild milk punch.

Ilorses are often injured Ly their exer-
tions to draw heavy wagons out of miry
spots in the road. Spavins are frequent-
ly caused iun this way. After such exer-
tion, the horses’ legs ought to be hand
rubbed for an hour a day, for several
duys. This is a gentle friction by the
hand up and down the legs. Coarse
horses seldom require it, but high-bred
ones are much benetited by the operation.

T'he Workshops.—Every farmer should
at least have a good work-bench, tolera-
bly supplied with carpenters’ tools, and
to these muny may profitably add solder-
ing irons, awls, and needles for mending
harness, a rivet set and rivets, paint pots
and brushes, and a variety of other tools.
‘There is a great deal of work for rainy
and cold days that may be done—like
mending and painting farm implements,
making bee-hives and honey-boxes, hens’
nests, chicken coops, ete. .

Surfuce Irrigation—As the suows
melt, the trickling streams carry fertility
wherever they go. If they can be con-
ducted from the roads upon the meadows,
a marked increase will be noticed.

The Grass Crops, which may also be
cousiderably increased by top-dressing
with plaster, ashes, superphosphate of
lime, Peruvian guano, and other soluble
manures. It rarely pays to apply stable
manure or composts at this season.

Liquid Manure on grass and grain
fields, aud on rye and wheat sown for
soiling, is more advantageous in spring
than at avy other time. It should be ap-
plied ac soon as the frost is out of the
ground.

Field Work.—Animals must be gradu-
ally accustomed to hard labor, or their
necks and shoulders may gall badly.
Where galls or tender spots occur, they
should be washed with castile soap and
cold water, and covered over night with
compresses of wet cloths, As more labor
is demanded, increase the feed. Never
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plow when the ground packs hard from
the moisture it contains. Some sandy
soils never pack thus, and never bake
into clods, but loamy and peaty soils do,
and a field is often greatly injured if
plowed a day or two too soon, or if work-
ed in any way while wet.

Fences—Before the ground settles

after the coming out of the frost, and
| while it is yet too wet to plow, embrace
‘the opportunity to reset old fences, and
put up new ones. Try the posts, and
strengthen weak ones by stakes driven
along side; replace rotten rails with
strong ones.

Getting out Manure—This is work for
frosty mornings, as the wheels and teams
would cut up the land badly at other
times; or it should be delayed until the
ground is somewhat dry.

Composts made now will heat and be
in good order for the corn crop. Muck
got out in the winter will be in condition
to be thus used, mixed with % or} its
bulk of barn-yard manure—American
Agriculturist.

Tre Gd;';l_én.

R L R e e R S S ERY

THE ASPARAGUS BED—ITS FOR-
MATION AND CULTIVATION,

There is, perhaps, no succulent vesetable
mare generally valued for its p:\l:\tﬂlﬁQ, nu-
tritious, and healthful qualitics than aspara-
gus, which can be successfully cultivated in
any climate, from the tropics to the cold,
bleak shores of Lake Superior, where it is
found growing wild.  Asparagusis also found
in its wild state in low and often flooded fresh
and salt meadows, as well as in the barren
salt lands of the scashore, and, when brought
under proper cultivation, it gives a greater
return Jor the labor bestowed than any other
production of the market garden.  Its proper
mode of cultivation is less understoot{) than
any other vegetable produced for table use.
My first knowledge of asparagus, (when a
boy,) some forty-five years ago or more, was
derived from an old bed in my father's
garden, which bed was put out by my
arandfather before my father’s recolleetion.
There the asparagus was cultivated, on
the same spot of ground, until about 1810,
when it became necessary to have the
garden in another location. ‘The old as-
paragus roots were removed and care-
fully put ont again, where they remained
until 1852, when the bed was destroyed for
the purpose of crecting a building.” From
the time of the removal of the roots until they

-were destroyed, forty-two years clapeed, and
from the time of the first planting of the roots
by my grandfather till they were destroyed
was at least one hundred years.

MANURING AsparacUS BEns.—The bed
was always well cultivated; the old stalks
were cut off it e fall ; the bed was liberally
covered with mavure, which was forked inin
the spring.  Until its destruction, the aspa-
ragus never decreased in quality or quantity.
These facts of my own knowledge are satis-
factory to my mind that the limited produc-
tion of asparagus is only from a neglect of its
proper cultivation. I find & great variety of

opinions with writers in relation to the correct
mode of propagating and cultivating aspara-
eus.  Some writers xay it iy necessary that
the earth should be removed three feet deep,
or more, and the bottom filled in with stone,
old boots and shoes, and the carth vemoved
should be mixed with manure and returned,
and the plants or reots should be set out
cighteen inches or two feet apart, and be
planted twelve inehes deep. Others say that
six to fifteen inches apart, and four to twelve
inches deep, is preferable.  With such badly-
balanced opinions among so many theorists,
no definite mode of cultivation could be ar-
rived at.  Some ten years since, 1 made an
entirely new garden where I now live, and
always having enjoyed the luxury of aspara-
gus without depending upon the market for
my supply, I determined to make a bed to
suit my own views of the nature of the plant.
My soil is a sandy loam. T prepared my
ground  with a Janre qnantity of well-rotted
wanure, and divided my grouud iuto heds
five feet wide and twenty feet long. The
round was then dug up one spit deep, the
ength of a long spade blade.  Believing that
asparagus requived the warmth of the sun,
air, and surface moisture, and having no fear
that the roots would yun down beyond my
control, I had my bed trenched (or marked
ont) fourinches deep and twelve inches apart.
"I'he reots were two years old, and were taken
frows a garden adjoining my own. They
were placed in the trenches twelve inches
apart, as soon as dug fiom the ground where
they grew. Each branch of the roots was
spread out horizontally, and they were all
covered four inches deep. The asparagus
rrew apparently as well as though the roots
1d never been removed.

SALT FOR AsrAaracus.—The next year I
cut from the bed in suflicient quantity for my
own table. Every season, when the weeds
commenced growing, I sowed broadeast one
half bushel of salt, and the same quantity
twice afterward, as the weeds began to reco-
ver. 1 always have asparagus before any ap-

cars in the market from the market-gardens
m the neighborhood, and cut it every day
from the time I commence until the season
ends. ‘The productiveness of my bed has in-
creased every year, and all gardeners and
others who have seen it pronounce it the most
prolific bed they have ever soen.  The ave-
rage growth of the statks, at th.e time of seed-
ing, 1 five to seven feet in lieight. I never
cut my asparagus until it has grown at least
four to six inches above the ground, and we
never cut it over one inch below the surface.
Some writers advise cutting two to six inches
below the ground. But at that depth the
bottom of the stem is always tough. Prof.
Mapes once stated that there were twenty:
eightspecies of asparagus.  Some writers have
attempted to classify the different qualities.
With my experience in_raising and largely
consuming the article, I think that Icould
quite as easily distinguish between the taste
of a white hen’s eger and that of a black one,
as I could tell the difference in the quality or
taste of the purple or blue-hcaded asparagus
from that of any other color or species of the
plant.

PrAaxts.—No plant will pay the market
gardencr so much money for the labor as the
asparagus. But remember, always grow
your own roots from seed ; trust not the sced-
shops forroots. If once you have got a good,
healthy plantation, the bed will not run out

for a hundred years, provided it is always
kept free tiom weeds, and manured well. I
manure mine four inches deep each year.
From m{ bed, cighteen by thivty-six feet, I
take at_least fifty dollars® worth yearly. To
those who wish to grow their own plants, it is
simply nccvss:lrf' to sow the asparagus in drills
like onions; cultivate well the first summer;
it they do well, they will be large enough in
the fall to set out then, or during the next
spring; in two years from that time they are
of sufticient strength to stand cutting.

Asparagus conies only from one common
centre, and hence it is not advisable to pur-
chase old plants.

Many do this, thinking they can get a pro-
duct so much quicker, but they are mistaken;
young plants are invariably the best.  Neither
must the roots be planted too deep.  If the

roots are near the surface of the soil, the -

stems will start much eavlier than if put a foot
below, as is usnally practiced.

Tur: Asparacus BerrLe—This aspara-
gus beetle has become a formidable enemy to
asparagus culture on Long Island, and it ap-
pears to be slowly spre‘ﬁing inland. It 1s
now ten years since it made its appearance in
this country, having been brought from Eu-
rope, where it has been known for along time.

Ir. A. 8. Fuller states: * When living in
Brooklyn, a few years since, my asparagus
beds were attacked by this beetle, and I tried

salt, lime, ashes, and various other things, with |

scareely any suceess.  There is, however, one
pretty cifectual remedy, and that is, allow
your hiens anid chickens to run in the aspard-
gue beds as soon as the beetle appears.  Birds
will also assist in their destruction, if permit-
ted to do so unmolested. In the fall the
asparagus tops should be cut down and burn-
ed on the bed, and a little straw or other com-
bustible material added, as many insects or
their larva will be destroyed in this way.”

Tux Prori1s or CurtivarioN.—Inqui-
rics have been made of commission-merchants
and market-gardeners as to the money value
of asparagus per acre, and their opinion is
unaniinous in the statenient, that if rightly
managed, an asparagus bed of several acres
will pay a larger profit per acre than the
same space devoted to any of our smaller
fruits.  Figures from 8400 to $700 per acre
have been named. When we consider how
easily the crop is inarketed, requiring no ex-
pensive berry-baskets or crates, or the trouble
of renewing the vines every three or four
years, or the possibilities of loes in times of
picking, becanse of rain, etc,, and that, once
well established, it will last a life-time, it
should rcccive more attention. It certainly
requires very rick land to grow large aspara-
gus; but the yield is very great, very steady,
and it always commands a good price in mar-
ket——T'he Horticulturist.

[Mr. Hutton of the Horticultural Gar-
deus has usually a supply of good Seed-
ling Asparagus plants, 1o supply those
who wish to form beds of this delicious
vegetable. It is the most valnable vege-
table we have in Nova Scotia, because it
is the first green thing we can get out of
the garden in early spring time.—EDp.

THE NEW TOMATOES.

—

The present season is fertile in new
varicties of Tomato. The following ap-
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pear to be the leading kinds, of which we
think the Crimson Cluster likely to prove
the most profitable and satisfactory in
Nuva Scotin.  The descriptions are chief-
ly taken from the advertisements of seeds-
men in the United States:—

Kixag or rug Tomators.—A new and
superior vaviety of this valuable eseulent,
combining more good gualities than any other
viriety i caltivation.  Plant, strong and
vigorous; fruit, above medium sire, grows in
clustere; form round, somenhat flattened at
the enuds, seldom ereased or wrinkled ; eolor,
adeep, vich red, very showy, and attractive
in appearanee; flesh, very solid, with but few
seeds, of fine flavor§ very proluctive, ripens
with the Tilden. Its great beauty :m({ re-
markable keeping properti s make it a most
desirable market variety, while its solidity
and agrecable flavor make it equatly desivable
for canning.

Grxenaln Grant.—Size, above the me-
ium, three to four inches in diameter, grow-
ing in clusters 3 form, round, slightly flattened,
very vegular, symmetrical, and rarely ribbed
or wrinkled ; color, brilliant, glossy crimson ;
flesh, unusually firm, solid, and fiee from wa-
ter; weighing from ten to twenty pounds
more per bushel than any other variety ; skin,
remarkably fine, smooth and shining, coloring
well up to the stem; very productive, and of
the finest flavor, bers carriage well, and
keeps in good condition a long time after
being gathered,

Another advertiser thus describes Ge-
neral Grant:—

We take great pledsure in announcing to
the public that we have seeured the entive
stock of this justly celebrated Tomato. It
originated in the garden of an amateur, who,
after growing it for & number of years, in
connection with all the leading sorts, became
convinced that it was far superior to any
other, and that it should be widely dissemi-
nated; and for this purpose it was put into
our hands, Iu consideration of the many dis-
appointments experienced in the introduction
of new varicties, we have given it a thorouglh
trinl of two years; and it has far exceeded
our expectations—ever attracting great atten-
tion wherever exhibited, taking the first prize
above all others at the Massachusetts Ilorti-
cultural Socicty's Exlibition, the past two
years. We feel the tullest confidence that
too much cannot be said in its praise. We
believe it the nearest approach to perfuction
of anything of the kind yet offcred, combining
more superior qualities.

Size about medium, three to four inches in
diameter, growing in clusters,.  Form round,
slightly flattened, very regular, symetrical
and rarely ribbed or wrinkled ; color brilliant
[{;‘055)‘ crimson ; flesh unusually firm, solid and
ree from water, weighing from ten to twenty
pounds more per bushel than other varietices;
skin remarkably fine, smooth and shining,
coloring well up to the stem—a quality very
desirable to those preparing them for the table.
Very productive, and of the finest flavor;
bears well, and keeps in good condition a long
time after being gathered, retaining its grood-
nes, and free from wilting, It will be found
to ripen uniformly, and as early as, if not
earlier than, other varictics. Qur whole
stock of sced has been grown for us by Mr.
C. N. Brackett, Chairman of the Vegetable
Committee of the Massachusetts Horticultural
Society, and saved only from the most perfect

fruit; and we are warranted in saying that it
cannut thil to give satisfaction in every in-
stance.

Bostox Manrger.—An improved vaviety
of'the « Large Smooth Red 57 very productive,
showy, aud'of superior quality. }L is exten-
sively grown by tlnc market gedeners in the
vicinity of Boston, who csteem it above all
othewe as 2 market variety.  Oue Seed was
seleeted tiom the stnck of one of the most suc-
cesstul growers in New England.

Onazarrietp Provuric—An English
varicty of great mevit 3 the carliest and one of
the most productive varieties in cultivation, a
week earlior than any other variety. “Che
dwarf and compact growth of the plant
makes it particularly desivable for foreing.

This variety would seem to be well
worth trying here, where our seasons are
too short for the late kinds,

Crivsox Cruster ‘fomaro~This va-
riety grows in clusters of from 15 to 30, each
cluster weighing from 4 to 6 pounds.  Frait,
of fist quality and very early, perfectly
smooth, of average size, and of a searlet crim-
son color, delicately tinted with specks of pure
golden yellow. It ripens its whole cluster at
once.

In reference to the Crimson Cluster,
we find the following remarks in the
Torticulturist :— ;

@ This is the vegetable novelty of the sea-
son, entirely distinet from all other varietivs,
in the fiuit being formed in clusters, having
from fifteen to thirty of the averaze size of
tomatoes in eachs each buneh or cluster ave-
raging from four to six pounds, resembling in
form a bunch of girapes, bue with ¢ berries” of
mammoth proportions.

“‘Lhe fenit is pertectly smooth, of a searlet
erimson color, delicately tinted with specks of
golden yellow. Independently of its value as
a vegetable, itis a highly ornamental plant
trained agninst a trellis or wall, so as to dis-
play its immense grape-like clusters of' erimscn
fruit.

“Jt was originated in 1867, by Robert
Revelle, Florist of' Norwich, Ct., who claims
it not only to be entirely new in character
and beautiful m appearance, bt having the
viluable quality of vipening the whole cluster
of' fruit at once, and earlier than any other
variety of its size that he lhas tried. Mr.
lh‘velfe’s opinion is worthy of entire credence,
being a practical horticalturist, with no inter-
est whatever in the sale of the sceds or plants
of this tomato, and is well known in the trade
as a man of sterling integrity.”

AUCUBA JAPONICA.

This fine evergreen is muchless known,
or used with us, than its merits deserve.
The foliage—which is heavily and grace-
fully massed on extremely dark green
stems—is of a rich, glossy green, splashed
or blotched all over with gold. It is one
of the most showy variega.ed shrubs, as
well as the most useful, with which we
are acquainted. Our specimens—which
are large—are turned out of the pots at
the end of April, and plauted in conspicu-
ous positions, out of doors, under the
shade of trees (not too dense), when
they thrive without any attention what-

ever, In Qctober they arc lifted, and
the roots—whose name is legion—are
unsparingly reduced so as to render stor-
age in a pot .practicable. This ordeul
should not be inflicted during a dry, hot
spell, or windy weather, but ratlier on a
clondy, damp day, which goes far to
connteract the severe check. Awny light
porous compost will answer, but the best
i leaf mould, with a portion of peat and
a good sprivkling of sharp sand. Ma-
nutre is not required; but cocoa fibre is
graefully received and appreciated. A
shady aud well sheltered position is in-
dispensable, with a sufliciency of water
(in the absence of rain), until the first
appearance of frost, when a transfer to
the conservatory hecomes necessary.—
Whilst the pots remain out of doors they
must be plunged to their rims.

New varietics have been lately intro-
duced from Japan, producing very showy
berries, for which lavge prices were de-
manded. The following extract from
William Bull’s « Catalog- 3 of New and
Rave Plan's” may be interesting = It
may be us well to state that the Aucuba
is a dicecious plant—that. is to say, some
of its individuals produce only male,
others only female flowers, and that some
eighty years ago the ordinary Aucuba
was introduced from Japan, but the plant
or plants so introduced happened to be
females 3 by propagavion, the whole stock
in Europe sprang from the original in-
troduction; and Japan from that time
being a sealed conntry, the male plant
could not be obtained. ‘Lo the celebra-
ted traveller and collector, Robt. Fortune,
is due the merit of introducing the first
male plant. Lately there have been
several most important and distinct varie-
ties introduced by Dr. Von Siebold, in-
cluding male and female kinds, with plain
green unspotted leaves, also others in
Yoth sexes, having blotches of variegated
foliage.”"— Gardeners’ Monthly.

THE BEST STRAWBERRIES.

A. B. Butler, of Columbus, Olio, gives, in
the Farmer's Chronicle, his cxperience on
the culture of the strawberry in Central Ohio.
For a large plantation fir market purposes,
he recommends the Wilson for the first half,
and the Jucunda for the last half of the sea-
son. ‘The Wilson comes in nearly as carl{ as
any of the valuable sorts, and gives its best
fruit in about two weeks,  When it begins to
fail, the Jucunda comes well into bearing, and |
continues to produce its uniformly largesized
berries to the close of the season. The Wil-
son is quite hardy in Nova Scotia.

NOVELTIES IN ASPARAGUS.

It has remained for the American hor-
ticulturists to inaugurate novelties in the
way of new sorts of Asparagus. What
the pretensions of these novelties are wo
know full well from the glowing accounts
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and il astrative pictures that are published
of them in the American Horticultural
Journals. We reproduce descriptions of
what scem to be the two leading sorts,
and without in any way authenticating
their accuracy, we still think that they
may be worthy of trial by our gardeners:

CoNOVENR'S COLOSSAL ASPARAGUS.—
This varicty is said by the advertisers to be
the best and most valuable novelty in vege-
tables introduced in many yems. It was
raised on Lung Iland, and very much im-
})rovcd from seeds imported six years ago from
Suropey has been thoroughly tested alonggide
of the best-sclected stock of” both foreign and
hot c-grown seed. On the same soil, and
with the same cultivation and manure, it has
made fully jour times the growth of the best
Oyster Bay Asparagus of the same age. It
issuch a vigorous grower that, at two years
old from the geed, it will invariably send up
from fifteen to forty sprouts from one-half to
one and a half inches in diameter; conse-
quently Asparagus may be cut for market or
family use at least & year in advance of the
ordinary sort.  The color is deep green, and
the crown very close.

Lesurr’s Asranaaus.—This sort is said
to be noted in the Philadelphin market, and
“ excels in stature, weizht and excellence, by
a very long odds, anything of' the kind ever
seen or tasted.”

Bu hes of 14 stalks or spears, weigh from
4 to . bs.; each stalk from 1 to 1} inches in
diar . cery and 12 inches in length; teader as
marrow to the very end.

To grow Asparagus to perfection, the voots
must be planted 3 feet apart cach way, Mr.
Lesher has sold $1000 worth of Asparagus
from one acre, planted in this way.

ADORN YOUR RURAL HOMES,

The people of Nova Scotia have done
a gross injustice to themselves. They
have neglected to adorn their Rural
Homes. It is true that in some of the
more fertile and flourishing “listricts, we
have a decided appreciation of the beau-
tiful,—comfortable, neatly-painted houses,
embosomed in trecs, with flower plots
scattered before the parlour windows,
shedding a fragrance upon the passer-by ;
but on many of our country roads we
may travel for fifty miles without once
meeting with a cottage that looks out
upon the road with a pleasant smile,
as if the owner or his family cared
a straw for the beauties of art or na-
ture. When strangers pass through our
country, and report that they have found
it a cheerless and desolate one—an Aca-
dian desert—there is a loud outery that
gross injustice has been done to us. But
who is to blame? If the clematis and

ihe honeysuckle and Virginian creeper,.

and the ordinary forest trees and orna-
mental bushes of England and Awerica,
will grow in Nova Scotia, why. are they
noi to be seen around every cottage
home? ‘The Horticulturist for April
gives good advice :—

Take carefully from your woods or fields

the evergreen spruce or fir, and plant a dozen
or more in front of’ your door. Plant along
the road-side a few maples and elms in alter-
nate rows; let yowr wife or daughters get
some flower-seeds and bulbg, and plant those
also in fiont of your parlone window ; paint
up your fence, wind make jt neat,

Then wait for the gentle warmth of the
sun, and wateh the appearing of the leaves of
the trees, the bud ling of the flowers, the
cominy forth of the Dloom of the honey-
suckles and roses, and notice how quickly the
crecpers climb up the sides of the 1lmusu.

\\,ait, too, until some beautiful day in sum-
ner, when one of’ your old farm fiiends and
his family come to visit you. Listen to their
exclamations of pleasure at the simple and
wonderful transformation ; luok at the pleased
faces and bright smiles off your wite and chil-
dren, and you will feci you have at last got
something worth praising—something to com-
pel respect from yonr ueighbours.

Watceh the travellers 'i)y yomr house, as
they partially stop and look over your little
yard, and with silent praise testify to its
beauty.

When some Sunday afternoon comes in
early summer, and you return from church
and drive up to your house, as you look over
the fence, the flowers, shrubbery, and lovely
deep green of the silk-soft, wavy grass wiil
impress you with sentiments of beauty you
can not force away. How charming it is,
and yet how little it cost !

Watch the influence of these little things
upon your children, how rapidly their taste
and manners improve ; how much more cheer-
ful they arc in disposition 3 how quickly thcg’
gain o superior standing among their school
fellows; llmw popular their home becomes as
a visiting-place by their friends.

See how gradually books and pagers find
their way into your house—how well they
are read and remembered ; see how insensibly
your own tastes improve; how much better
you farm it than formerly ; how well you are
able to get along.  The farm produces more,
and, notwithstanding the apparent increasc of
expenses, yet you are able to meet them, and
find, at last, that it does pay to adorn your
homes.

‘The influence will not rest here. This is
but the commencement of’ a series of salutary
lessons which must be taken.  Bvery one of
them will produce a greater and still increas-
ing goud 5 the exertion will be less and less
hard, and instead of being, as it once was, an
ohject of dread, the beautifying of your place
will become a labour of love.

There is a class of persons who come out
from a city to locate m its suburbs with ill-
defined notions of how to appreciate and en-
Jjoy country life to hest advantage.

By the time their house is finished their
capital is entirely exhausted, and further im-
provements seem to be impossible.  For
months, or even yems, the debris of the
builder hangs aronnd the house in unsightly
heaps ; or, if even wheeled away, no effort 18
maie to lay out the ground neatly, and form
neat Jawns,

In how many towns and villages have we
seen scores of such houses, repulsive in their
very plainness, and always carrying in themn
an unfinished look !

By and by the place changes hands, and
the new proprictor bc;];ins to improve his lots
or acres as soon as he can, by setting out
choice trees, shrubs, and flowers. He :thinks
nothing can make home so attractive to his

family, or so delightiul to himsclf, as the cul-
tivation of a few of nature's faivest grifts.

Ie twines the honeysuckle around his
poreh, and in summer sits on the piazza, and
watches the humming-bird and bee fly in and
out, gathering their fragrant store.

Ile decks his lawn with beautiful tulips,
peonies, roses, pansies, dablias, and other
tlowers, aud laughs to see how his neighbonrs
stop before his gate and gaze with adwiring
eyes on the delicious sight.

What a charm his cottage immediate]
possesses, aml how great the contrast wit{;
other plain and barren yards around !

Year after year this tasteful mzn adds heve
and there many a choice root and plant, and
never fails or flags in his love forsuch heauties
until the little field becomes almost o para-
dise in itself

We can not expect great results from
every suburban resident.  Tastes differ, and
people differ in their powers of application
and perseverance ; but every human being is
capable of exerting an effort and accomplish-
ing some such result, be it of greater or less
comparison,

Plant out handsome variegated shrubs, the
Japan quince, snowball, deatzia, and others,
that, when flowers are lacking, there will be
something to give pleasure.

Plant ont evergreens, that, when both
flowers and shrubs are gone, there will still
be left an clement of life and beauty, and
your grounds not seem altogether bare and
desolate.

Lvery owner of a country place, from a
single lot to a villa site, or a large fiarm,
shonld possess, according to his ability, cither
few or many of these charming adormnents
and indispensable accompaniments of' a well-
kept country home.

The possession of them will enable him to
spend his days in lpcncc, and enjoy, with quict
contentment, the luxury of’ such a rural life,
while the influence of these simple yet beau-
tiful charms will be productive of an ever-
lasting good in both mind and heart.

4 Move than building showy mansions,

More than dress and fine array,

More thian domes and lotly steeples,
More than station, power, and sway,

Make your home both neat and tastcful,
Bright and pleasant, always fair,

Where each heart shall rest contented,
Grateful for each beauty there.

4 Seck to make your home most lovely,

Let it Le a smiling spot

Where, in sweet contentment resting,
Care and sorrow are forgot.

Where the flowers and trees are waving,
Birds will sing their sweetest song;

Where the purest thoughts will linger,
Conlidence and love belong.

“ There each heart will rest contented,

Seldom wishing far to roam;

Or, if roaming, still will ever
Cherish happy thoughts of home.

Such a home makes man the better,
Sure and lasting the control;

Home with pure and bright surroundings
Leaves its impress on the soul!*

We would rather see our furmers
spending their energies in raising leavy
crops, than in attempts at ornamental
farming, but it always pays to make home
comfortable ; where there is the will
there is the way, and the time to do it.

An attempt is being made in Scotland to
revive fulconry. The Marquis of Bute is said
to have taken a great liking to this species of
pastime.
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WORK IN THE HORTICULTURAL
DEPARTMENTS FOR MARCH
AND APRIL,

ORCHARD AND NURSERY.

PLlanting, in some localities, can be
done. so soon as the frost is out of the
grounds but at the North, generally, it
is better to wait until next month. A
young tree, put into cold suil, and exposed
to drying March winds, has a hard
strugele,

Shrivelled Trees, that have bhecome
dried during transportation, are to he
placed in a trench, and covered, root and
branch, with fine, mellow ecarth. In
about a week they will be found to have
regaiued their original plumpuess, when
they may be taken out, properly praned,
and planted.

IHecling in shonld be done with
trees s soon as they arrive, if there is
to he the least delay in planting.  The
importance of keeping the roots of trees
from drying cannot be overestimated.

Grufting may be done first on the
cherry, and Jater ou the plum.  Apples
and pears do better if left until the buds
commence to start.

Cherry Stones, for stocks, start very
carly; plant as soon as the frost is out of
the ground.

Stocks budded last yearare to be head-
ed back.

Leergreen Sgeds—Many inquire about
raising evergreens from seed, and some
complain of failure. It is useless to look
for suceess unless some provision is made
for shading the young plants. On a
smill seale, the following plan, suggested
by Meehan, is said to work well “A
common hoard frame is placed over a
carcfully-prepared bed of light mould,
and covered with shaded, hot bed sash.
Under cach corner of the fiame is placed
a preop, raising the lLottom about three
inches abeve the surface of the ground.
‘The advantages of this contrivance will
at once be appreciated when we consider
thut the most essentinl conditions in
raising  evergreen scedlings are a moist
atmosphere, protection from the rays of
the sun, and, at the same time, a free cir-
culation of the air through the plants.”

FRUIT GARDEN.

Strawcherries may e set as soon as the
grouud can be worked. ‘Tuke the country
through, and the Wilson will be found
to he the favorite; there are better vari-
cties, but this is the most generally reli-
able. Set the plants eighteen iuches
apart, in rows two fect apart; keep the
ground clean, remove all runners and
blossom buds, and next spring there will
he a good crop. ,

Blackberrics and Raspberries are hest
sct in autumn.  Spring planting should
he donie as carly as the season will admit,
Cut the canes down to the surface of the
soil.  Blackberries arc usually put in

rows cight feet apart, and raspberrics
from four to six feet, according to the
variety.

Grape Viges—Prune those that were
not attended to last autumn as soon 4§
the frost is out of them. Keep young
vines to a single cane, or two canes, until
good strong ones, half an inch in diameter,
are secured as the basis of the vine.

Currant Cuttings should have been
put out last fall, but they will do fairly if
set now. Pack the carth well about their
lower ends.

Currant and Gooscberry hushes start
early, and should be transplanted as soon
as practicable.  Prune those that need it.

RKITCHEN GARDEN.

Preparation and forwarding are the
order here.  Every one likes to be just a
little uhead of his neighbors with early
crops, and if one markets bis produce it
is well known that a few days in earliness
makes a great difference in the receipts.

Hot-beds are of great use in getting
seedlings, and there is scarcely any sub-
ject concerning which we have more let-
ters of inquiry. ‘The requisites for making
a hot-hed are hourds, glazed sashes, ma-
uure in astate of active fermentation, and
a supply of light, rich soil. The old way
of muking 1 manure stack on the top of
the ground, and putting a frame over it,
is well-nigh abandoned. It is more eco-
nomical of manure and other materials to
make an excavation. All the operations
depend upon the size of the sashes.  Six
feet by three is the regular size, hut any
other will do. Select a well drained
place, facing to the south, and sheltered
by a fence, building, or hedge, from pre-
vailing cold winds; make an excavation
two feet decp, of a width and length to
accommodate the sash, Drive down
stakes, and hoard up the pit, having the
boards at the rear 18 inches, and those
in the front 12 inches above the surface
The manure to be used should be ina
state of active fermentation—a condition
that may be sccured by turning over
stable manure two or three times, at in-
tervals of a few days, according to the
temperature, watering it if it becomes
dry. A good rule is to form the manure
into a compact, conical hieap, aud when it
“smokes” turn it over. Fill the trench
with fermenting manure, pack or tread it
rather firmly, cover it with six inches of
light, rich soil, and put the sashes in place.
Put a thermometer in the soil, and when
the heat deciines from 100° the sowing
may bedone. Sow Tomatoes, Egg Plant,
Peppers, Early Cabbages, etc.,, in rows
four inches apart. The soil covering the
sceds must be both rich and light. Where
plants arc forwarded to the best advan-
tages, a milder bed is in readiness, to
which the plants are transplanted, when
large enough to handle.

Cold Frames, properly arranged, are
ncarly as quick as hot-beds. Place a

frame covered with sush over well-pre-
pared soil.  Let it be well exposed to the
sun during the day, but before its heat
declines in the afternoon, cover the sush
with mats, in this way a patch of warm
soil will be secured, in whicl. sceds will
germinate vapidly.  Airing and other
care must be observed, as for hot-beds.

Preparation of the soil must be pushed
as fast as its condition will allow. Use
an abundance of manure, and spade or
plow deeply.

Sods are most admirable for hot-bed
work. Lay a good bit of pasture sod,
grass side down, and cut it into picces
three inches square.  Flunt in the soil of
these pieces sceds of such plants as do
not bear transplanting kindly—cucum-
hers, squashes, and the whole of that
family. corn, and even early potatoes.
Put these sods in the hot-bed, or cold
frame ; the young plants will fairly revel
in the fresh earth, aud at transplanting
time the sod can be placed out without
disturbance of the roots.

Window Boxes are to be commended
to those who operate on a small scale.
A box foar inches deep, filled with light,
rich soil, and placed in 2 sunny Kitchen
window, will afford carly plants for the
family garden. lHave a similar box in
reserve for the young plants, when they
need transplanting.

Cablages and Cawdiflowers that have
been wintered over in cold frames may
now be fully exposed.

Roots—Dig parsnips and salsify before
any growth commeuces.

Asparagus and Rhubarb Beds, thathave
been covered during the winter, may have
the coarse manure rémoved, and the finer
portions forked in.

Peas.—Sow for carly crop, putting the
seed at least three or four inches deep.
Try the dwarfs.

Potatoes.—Plant early sorts; it is hest
to have some litter at hand, to draw over
in case of frost.

Onions—Potato and top onions, as
well as sets, are to he put in as soon as
the soil can be worked. Plant 4 or 5
inches apart, in rows a foot distant.

Seed Raistng.—All roots saved to pro-
duce sced should be set out carly. In
warm and dry soils, this may be done
this month.  Soil may be drawa towards
them, to protect them from frosts, which
is to be removed afier danger is over.

Hardy Veqetables include carrots, beets,
spinach, salsify, onions, lecks, carly tur-
uips, &c.; these may be sown for the
first crop whenever the soil and season
will allow. Sow in rows fiftcen inches
apart. Cress and lettuce may be put
twelve inches apart. Radishes may be
sown broadcast with beets, &c., or havea
bed by themselves.

FLOWER GARDEN AND LAWN.

Roads and Walks need thorough w.rk.
Drainage is essential, and solidity should
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be secured by making a good bed of
stones to receive the gravel,

Lawns are mostly failures in this coun-
try for want of good work benenth the
surface, The drainage bemg secured,
the soil’ should be sufliciently fertile to
sustaite 2 verdure for years. If one kind
of seed only is sown, use June Grass, or
Red “Top. llenderson recommends the
following mixture: 12 quarts Rhode Is-
land Bent Grass, 4 quarts Creeping Bent
Grass, 10 quarts Red Top, 3 quarts sweet-
scented Vernal Grass, 2 quarts Kentucky
Blue (June) Grass, 1 quart White Clover
—1 bushel; and from 2 to 5 bushels to
the acre, according to the soil, using more
for 2 poor than for a rich one.

Trees.—The deciduons ones may be
planted whenever it will do to plant fruit
trees; give the same care as indicated
for fruit trees under Orchard.

Shrubs—"Transplant the hardy kinds,
Let those which were covered for the
winter retain their protection until the
weather becomes estiblished.

Perennials that have heen in place for
three or four years will need to be lifted,
and after being properly divided, reset.
If there is a surplus, do not throw them
away, buat give to the neighbours. If
nobody at haud wishes the plants, heel
them in in a spare corner until some
needy one comes along.

Annuals may be sown—the hardy ones
—in the open ground, hut the tender
kinds should be put in hot-beds, frames,
or boxes, as directed under Kitchen
Garden.  Scedmen’s catalogues usually
designate the hardy and the tender
varieties.

GREEN-IIOUSE AND WINDOW PI'LANTS.

Propagation for a supply of plants. to
use for bedding purposes can now go on
rapidly. Where there is a green-house
andagardener, no instructions are needed,
but in the absence of these,

Saucer Propagation is the great re-
source of the amateur. A shallow dish
of sand, always Kept wet—in the condition
of thin mud—allows of the rapid mulii-
plication of most plants. We published
this some years ago, and several have
complained of failure. We have tried it
with things of the most diverse nature,
and know that it will succeed if the cut-
tings are sufficiently succulent, the sand
is kept thorcughly wet, and the whole
cxposed to full light. As soon as the
plants make root, they must be potted in
light and rich soil.

Camellias DLear all needed pruning.
The only time the camellia can be forced
is when it is making its growth. Rapid
growth and carly formed buds will give
early flowers next autamn,

Plants in Cellars arc to be brought
forward according to the season. Ex-
posure to light, water, and heat, will svon
start them into growth.

Insects will increase with the season.

Preveution by fumigation is better than
cure.  Make a stuke of tohucco in the
houses at least twice a week—American
Agriculturist.

The Orchard.

TIE WAY TO SET OUT APPLE
TREES.

Daxter, Hannixaros, Tionesta, Forest
comnty, Pennsylvania, wiites:

“1 wonld make o few remarks regarding
the decay and barrenness of apple-trees.  1n
the spring of 1840, I set out an archard of
apple-trees in the common way, by digging a
small hole just largge enogh to holid the roots
of the young tree, then putting in the tree
and filling up the hole around it.  The oreh-
ard was set onton acreck bottom sandy loam,
and cultivated sometimes in corn and oats,
with intervals of seeding down to clover and
timothy.  About halt’ are now dead; of the
balance, some bear every year and some every
other year. ] am satisfied that the reason of
trees decaying and not hearing, is found in
the fault of the first setting out 3 for instance,
when young trees are removed fiom the
nursery, they are taken out of a soil highly
cultivated and manured; they are then set
out in the wual way by putting the voots
down in the subsoil, a soil destitute of all ve-
scetable matter. Is there any wonder that
the trees do not thrive, or that one half of
them die?  About six yeurs ago a neighbor
of mine set out an archard of wrafted trees
from the Rochester Nursery, State of New
York, as follows: He put them on high ground
and dug loles three feet in dinmeter and two
feet deep.  He filled the holes with stoues
broken with a sledge, giving a layer one foot
or cight inches decp.  He then covered the
stones with the sol taken from the holes]
wixed with compost or well-rotted barn-yard
manure, and set in the trees on this surfiee,
and filled up around the tree with the best
sod that le conld get, putting the subsoil as
far from the tree as possible.  Thise trees
are the cleancst, thriftiest trees, and grow the
fastest of any in the neighborhood, although
they have had no attention in the way of
washes or manures since they were set out.
The reason ix, that after & heavy rain, or the
melting of the snow in the spring, the water
drains off through the stones, leaving the roots
frce from cold water; the roots, also, do not
w0 down into the subsoil, which is destitute of
all vegetable matter. I have myself set out
some twenty-five apple trees in this way,
which, although too Young to hear, are grow-
ing very nicely.  Itis 2 great deal of extra
labor to sct out trees in this manner, but I
belicve it will pay in the end, because the
trees grow so much faster, and are not so lia-
bleto beattacked by inseets."—Iorticulturist.

A saasans

A FRUIT TOURNAMEXNT ON NEU-
TRAL TERRITORY.

There has been a good deal of bravado
correspondence in the political papers
lately respecting the relative merits of
Ontarian aud Nova Scotian Apples.  Mr.
Bluenose wishes the contest to take place
in the groves of Acadic, and Mr. Kauuck
would rather have it on the banks of the

] .
St. Lawrence.  Our correspondent points

out a way of bringing matters to a bear-
ing before a tribunal where there will
be =« fair field and no favor :—
To the Editor of the Journal af Agriculture.
Darkeirn, Feb, 1869.

Mr. Editors--At the International Fruit
and Flower Show announced to take place
at Edinbuargh on the 8th and 9th of Septem-
ber next (1869) the followings prizes are
offered :—Tor collections of frnit from British
North Ameriea; (1) amedal for the finest
collection of pears; also (2) for the finest
collection of apples. Now 1do not see what
is to hinder Nova Scotia from securing both
medals, it the matter is taken properly in
hand.  Let a meeting be called at onee of
all interested—appoint a conmittee to make
the necessary arrangements, in order that a
suitable display may be wade. We may
have vpposition from some of the other pro-
vinces; therefore it hehoves us to take time
by the forclock. And I hape the fruit
growers will nnite together and Iend 2 help-
i hand.  They have done well at former
shows in Britain, and I trust they will not be
found wanting at the Edinburgh show, The
eredit of' the provinee is ut stake as a frnit
producing country, and it is required of
them, both for their own interests and those
of the provinee, to make s goud display.
And hereis a chance for the Legislature to
do something, in order to attract Inunigration
to our shores—a few pounds grinted to de-
fray the expenses incurred, in gettingup a
goold representation of frnit to send to the
International, would go fir to advance the
object in question.  For wlien our fine fruit
is placed side by side with that of Britain,
France, Germany and Italy, visions of ice,
fogrs, Red Indians, &e,, will be guickly dis-
pelled, and inquiry naturally awakened con-
cerning Nova Scotin,—of which place, I am
sorty to say, wost people on this side of
the water, are in lamentable ignorance.
Trusting that something will be done at
onee, in regard to this important subject,

Yours, &c.,
1aricoNiax.

Fruir tiarpeEN.—~The success in raising
fruit depends upon care, as well as other cir-
cumstances and essentials 3 without carg, fine
fruit can not be expectad.  Insect and other
cnemies are to belooked after and destroyed ;
pruning and other culture are to be given.

All neglected currants, gooscberries, and
grape-vines, and dwaft fruit-trees, may be
&nmcd during 2 mild spell before the sap has

crun to flow or start.

Strawherry beds, grape-vines, and other
small fruits, not covered before, may yet have
a covering of cvergreen boughs given, and
avoid the damage that would result from
changesof temperature, freezing and thawing.

Prepare posts and other material for trel-
lises that may be needed for grape-vines, &c.,
the coming spring.

Spread manure around the trees, currant
and other bushes, and plants, in the fruit
garden, that were neglected in the fall.

Orcitanp AND NURSERY.—Trees injured
by ice or snow should be looked after often,
and broken limix removed, and as soon as
the frost 3¢ o of the wood pare the wound
smooth and clean with a sharp knife, and if
a iarge one, cover it with gratting-wax,
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shellite varnish, or clay and cow manure
mixed, and bound on with a cloth, &e.

Go over the orchiard and nursery fiequent-
Iy, to see that trees are not girdled or barked
by mice or rabbits. If any are found thus
injured, attend to them at onee, i’ to do noth-
ing more than pile snow and tread it solid
over the wound. I attended to while the
wounds are fresh, little fear need be enter-
tained that the trees can not be saved by
some of the various ways of treatment to he
resorted to in such cases, such as briduie the
wound with scions set in the bark—one end
beinyg inserted helow and the other above the
wound 3 covering the wound with 2 thick
varnish of shellae dissolved in aleohol : cover-
g with the clay and cow manure mixture
Dbomud on g or even bimking it over with soil
well tred down. &e., all of which ways have
praved suceesstil when thoroughly perfurmed
and attended to in season.

Al trees having loose onter bark, moss,
&e., on their trunks and branches, wonld be
benelited by seraping, and washing with a
stronge solution of soap aml water, thus de-
stroviggs inseets and their hiding-places.

The eges of the caterpillar will show, encir-
eling small twigs, the varnish whick covers
them ghistening, and showing quite plainly on
a pleasang day ; they should be removed and
burned, thus saving the injury they wounlld do
i deft to hateh,

ph . .

The eanker-worm moths will hegin to come
ont as soun as the ground thaws, and seck to
asceud the trees to deposit their eges, The
means of rotection is * cternal vigilanee.”
Many inventions amd protectors are yeeom-
memded, but none are entirely  effectual,
Abuut as gomd as ay @5, to wind around the
body several” tivns of steaw rope, and place
old wiges or like in the erotehes, and exmmine
these frequently, secking the moths and de-
stroying them s discoveredi—Horticulturist.

Tt LoNpox Pirsix Averg.—The origi-
nal London Pippin tree in Virginia is known
to have borne every vear for the past cighty
years, from forty-five to seventy-five bushels
of apples each year, amd it was known cighty
yems o to have been an old tree. So it

g, without 2 doabt, barne for one hundred
years an average of filty bushels per year.
Lhe fruit is of finst wte guality and over the
average size of apples, The tree two years
a0 was as sound as conld he imagined. It

was abont forty-five feet high and forty-five .

fret in the spread of its branches.—~Colonial
Farmer.

Poultry Yard.

TR RS AN ATE SR L ANNIANNARANRNT NN T ANANNNGS
POULTRY MANAGEMENTINMARCIHL

‘The present is a critical season with
all kinds of poultry. If well fed and
watched, a great stock of eggs may
usually besceured.  Ilens that steal their
nests will usually become broody ws soon
as they have » dozen or fifteen cggs.
S0, if half 2 dozen hens lay in one nest,
the nest full of eggs tends to stop the
Jaying, and promote a desire to sit.  ‘The
same is trac of turkeys and ducks; per-
haps also of geese, but in a Jess degree.
Ducks ought to be shut up every night,
and a0t let out efore cight or nine
o'clock in the morning, or not until cach

duck has kaid an egg; thus they will
keep on laying until July, Fowls must
not be allowed to sit in exposed places;
and if broods come off, they will die of
cold and exposure, or fall victims to ver-
min, unless very carefully protected, and
kept in warm, dry places. Old empty
hay bays are very favorable for this
purpose.—dmerican Agriculturist,

POULTRY PICKINGS.

Hulitux Co., Murch, 18G9.

“«Nobody really knows the earliest
date of the domesticity of fowls. Some
suppose it must have been coeval with
the keeping of sheep by Abel, which
view has 2 reasonable amount of probu-
bility, as the oldest son of Japhet was
called Gomer, signifying a Cock.  When
the Romans invaded Britaw, they found
the fowl amd goose domesticated, but
these, as also the harve, were forbidden as
foud ; they are one of maw’s aldest ud
most important acquisitions,” Saunders—
and as such  we rejoice at having
them handed down from generation to
generation, and from year to year im-
proving the breed, nutil we have them
now in our day almost perfect. If the
bird is forced to at Jarge size, we lose
the delicate flavor of the fowl, which is
s0 essential on the dinner table; as well
as size, we require flavour, and white
flesh. It is to be regretted that so much
consideration at Poultry Shows is be-
stowed upon the plumage of the bird.
Fowls ought 1o lie veared for the people's
food, and not for their fancy feathers. A
lady goes to the warket to buy a pair of
large fat white chickens for her table,
but she rarely gets what she desires.
“Brahma Pootras are highly csteemed
in Eugland, and are there given a very
high place among useful poultry. They
are large, aud put on flesh readily 3 they
are goud layers and good sitters, and
good mothers ; they are also very hardy,
apt at keeping themselves in good con-
dition, and under the unfavorable circum-
stances of dirty weather, keep upaclean,
tidy, apperance better than any other
Kiud. ‘The chickeus are hardy and easy to
rear, they are more clever in their treat-
ment of themselves when they are sick
thau other fowls; when they get out of
order, they will fast until caing is no
longer injurious. They come truc to
their poiuts, generation after generation 3
the peacomb is very peculiarn, their hubita
are very unlike the Cochins..  Although
docile, they are much less inert, they lay
# larae number of eggs and sit less fre-
quently; many hens wish only to sit once
a yeary, » few oftener than that, perhaps
twice or even three times in rare instances,
but neverat the end of cach small batch
of eggs as the Cochins do;” the color of
the Bralima cggs is chocolate.

‘The Dorking has delicate white flesh,
and symmetrical shape and equal distri-
bution of fat, which makes the Dorking
as it at present exists, to be the bird pur
excellence of our table poultry; thére are
several varieties but only two distinct
kinds—the white and the colored. All
Dorkings are delicate until full feather-
cd, then they are considered as hardy
as other fowl. Dorkings are, perhaps,
more linble to voup than other fowls; it
attacks them when three parts grown;
they also suffer from slight afticks of
cold and hoarseness, ¢ ‘I'he Henwife.”

Fowls require feeding only twice aday
when they run about, when shut up, three
times ; one of these meals should be soft,
any kind of grain mixed with bran, pota-
toes, turnips, &c., and in the layiny season,
alittle cayenne pepper may be added. It
is remarkable how well the hens lay
when cayenne is added to their food,

‘The domestic Fowl and domestic Cat,
originally came from Asin, aud have fol-
lowed women all over the world.

L. L.

NOVA SCOTIA DOG, PIGEON, AND
POULTRY SOCIETLY.

At the Annual Meeting of the above
Society, held on Iriday, 12t March,
Caputin L’Estrange, R. A, President, in
the chair, the Treasurer submitted his
accounts, which were examined and found
correct, this being the balance sheet for
the past year :—

1869. Da.

To sundrics, per vouchers........ ......$201 39}
J. U Duvar, as per receipt. e veeeee.. 10000
Amount paid in prizes, perlist ., ..... 19200
Balance in hand of Treasurer to date.. 5536

8548 754

Cu.
By cash from M. G Black. . coovaneialaoe §1250

At from entrance fees at Exlitbition. 379 52
Cai for entrics. . cvnevecaccccncoaes 3175
SubCTiPliONS ceveeeecesnnaseanenes 25T

Sundeics . ..viiieiesercciasccceansss 9961

§548 753

Showiny a halance of §53.36 in favor of
the Society.

The followiug were then appointad a
Committee for the ensuing year, any five
of whom, including officers, to form 2
quorum :—

Lresident—Capt. L'Estrange, R. A.

Vice-Pres. and Treas—W. J. Lewis.

Committee—M. G. Black, John Duffus,
Jolm 1. Compton, Win. Esson, C. C.
Vaux, M. B. Aluon, Jr., D. II. Starr,
George Drillio, Professor Lawson, John
Hosterman, enry Picrs, F. Blaiklock,
Andrew Downs, Joseph Belcher, John
E. Cabot, George Iiill.

Joux G. McKus,
Secretary.
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Natural istory.

S I I A R N N NNy

THE MUSK DEER.

A LADY sSUBSCRIBEDR.
Concluded.

In searching for further information on
the subject of the Musk, 1 have found
that Sir Charles Linne has it deseribed
in the first volume of his * Sytem of Na-
ture,” (the English edition is dated 1806.)
Ilis deseription is interesting, as it ac-
cords more than any other with Mountui-
neer’s account of the Musk Decer, and he
alone gives the size of the animal, which
is about two and a half feet long,  ‘This
is what Linne says of it: « Moscuus.
Horns 0 : fore-teeth, lower, 8 :.tusks, up-
per solitary, projecting. Moschus mos-
chiferus. A follicle near the navel 5 tail
short.  Inhabits Alpine mountains of
Asia, Tonquin, and Siberia; lives soli-
tary amoug the snowy peaks of rocks;
gentle timid, not easily tamed ; expert in
leaping. ranning, climbivg and swinnning;
flesh of the young wood 3 about 214 feet
long. IHead haudsome, like the roe; fur
soft, smooth, lax, varying by age and sea-
son, chieffy blackish brown above, heneath
hoary, the younger animals mavked with
streuks or spots; near the prepuce is an
oval hag. flat on one side, gibhous on the
other, with a small orifice; in young
animals empty; in the aduly containing
1-2 drachms of oily, friable, brown mat-
ter, which is the true Musk ; upper jaw
longer.

I Leg to apologize for interrupting the
reader in the middle of a pleasant runble
among the HHamalayan Mountains with
his fricnd the hunter; but having now
got all the infurmation that is written
upon the Musk Deer within my reach
from the mouldy old authors, (who are
by the reading public voted as bores,) 1
will promisc to be done with this sub-
Ject, aud bid farewell w the littde Musk
Deer, not iudeed withont being grate-
ful for the pleasure it has afforded me
during some  gloomy hours of winter,
I now resign my situation, us “ quill
driver,” to our “ Mutual Friend.”

1 have often wondered whether the stories
we read of, meore particnlarly in tales of
American forest lite, of men living for mouths
together solely on the produce of the sitle, he
litemally true or wot. I have tried when
away from the villages to do a little in that
way myxelf and get my men o do t, hut am
oblized to confess witl: but indifferent snecess.
The men were certainly the wonst hamds,
and insisted it was impossible to sulkist Jong
without some farinaccous addition to the
stack of flesh, plentiful and varied as it
generally was, consisting of musk-deer and
other venison, and wild mutton, and moeonalls,
snow pheasauts and chuckores, in the way of
feathered game. When inclined to be tazy,
the want of asufficient quantity of atta or
ricc was on these occasions a standing, and,
to their minds, an unanswerable excuse.

ny

When on full diet the customary daily ration
for each man was one seer of grain of' some
Kind or other; and they would never own
this might be considerably reduced without
any privation while the larder was supplied
with tlesh.

With our late breakfast and a comfortable
simoko afterwards, itis well on in the atier-
noon ere we start again. - What shall we do,
for we are now at the verge of the forest.
‘Fhat slope so thichly covered with bush rho-
dodenyons is i very likely place to hold two
or three musk-deer; but 1t is useless you
forcing your way through it, for it there were
twenty you might not see one. When fairly
in the thick of it you cannot sce many yards,
amd it is most laborions work too, stepping
from stem to stem of the rhododendions,
treading on that to force it down, liftimge this
up to pass under, and clambering over
another which admits of neither. It is pretty
hard work walking up to the kaves in light
sand, or uphill in deep snow, but cither is
child’s play compared to walking through 2
thick bush rhododendron copse on a hill-side.
You had best walk ap the lull 2 little, and go
yound to that knoll above the forest, and seat
yourself in a comfortable position where you
cm see well on both sides, and I will take
the three men down below and beat up
through the rhododendron.  You pick out
spot and seating yourself; wait patiently for
whatever may come, while we are beating
the bushes and whistling ;uud shouting below,
‘This is hill shooting made easy.  For i long
time you see nothing, but at last 2 musk-deer
steps ont of the bushes below you on to the
wass, and after standing « litle while, as if
listening 1o the row we are making below, it
comes right up towards you, standing now
andd then, and sometimes Jooking back, Be
quite still, and if yon want to have a very
close shot it will come within twenty paces of
you. You eannot miss it then, and when we
get up to your post we comgratulate yon on
having bageed No. 3. Others may have
gone out tn some other direction unseen
cither by us or you, for one gun aud four
beaters cannot expect much.

It is time now for us to think of turning
our faces towards home,  We have four miles
to walk dowa the hill without 2 path, and if
we don't mind we shall be in the dark,—-no
very pleasaut thing in the hills, though it is
almost worth while trving it for once, if only
to realize what queer lnll-sides 2 crgsman
may safely clamber 1p or down when hecan-
unt see ten yards betore him—places which
fifteen men ont of’ twenty woull not veature
over in broad daylight.  There is no time to
look for musk-deer on our way home, and
what with walking so much faster, and heing
{ess careful in looking over the ground which
is the natural consequence, one seldom gets
many shots woing down hill so yon must be
content with the sport you have bad—a fair
average of musk-decr shooting in the Gan-
gootree forests twenty years ago.  Nothing
particular, as four, five, or halt=a~lozen, was
no very unusual bag, with now and then a
burrell or two. or 1 hrown bear. The sun is
getting very low, but no fear, we shall gt
over the ground fast enough down hill, only
you must be carctil on the slippery grass,
aud still awre slippery dry fir leaves, or yaur
head will e where your hecls only ought to
be before you can =@y lemons.  Qur men you
see have to take ofl their shoes before they
can walk atall. Ours fortunately arc well
nailed, and give fiemer footing.

We have been so taken up with our sport,
that the scenery has been littte noticed, ™ Yet

[ we aight wander @ long way without finding

gander views of natures handiwork,  The
play of light and shadow in the still silent
forest, the vavied tints of” the autumnal foliage,
the lright yellow of the bireh, the brown and
ved and purple of other leattshedding trees,
the dark black green of the morinda pine,
aund lighter shades of the other evergreens,
with rock and crag to fill up the picture, and
the white untrodden snowy peaks towering
above all. It any great misfortune overtake
me, 1 cannot think of” & better composing
draught than a ramble amongst the great
works of nature,  Itis theve we best yealive
the littleness of” mere worldly matters.  But
1 must hasten with you down the hill, leaving
you to think of these things on the way, We
will just take one last look at these glorious
mountains :—
While the golden hues of sunxet
Fade in tuilizlit cold and groy,
Asour youth's fund dreatns still vauish
'Neath the world's cold frown away :

See, the roseate tints atill nger
O those vingin peaks of anmy
The last warn beams theie forms carcessing,
While the night ateals on Lelow,

Here we ave at your teat, just as it gets dark.

At and after supper we talk of the day's
sport, aued the habits of the smusk-deer. You
Iave seen they were not then at all shy, or
witry, or very much afraid of mankind, and
coull not fail to notice the habit of voiding
their droppings in one spot till these formed
Ige heaps. My own experience only adds
to what you have observed. It was nothing
unusval to fire halfea-dozen shots at one bLes
fore it was killed or went off at last
unseatehed.

A few hundred yards from our biveuac was
a small patch of forest, stanted pines and
bireh, with an  undergrowth  of bushes.
Amongt the latter were some black eurrants,
tic fruit of which wasripe. 1 had been pick-
iny the ripest, sauntering from bush to bush,
amd was, about proceeding on; when within
thirty yanls, what should I see but a musk-
deer seated quictly on its form, and, as they
always seem to be when so discovered, ap-
parently intently looking at me. X stood for
some moments returning the compliment, tor
the rifle was having a vest oo, aud was ve-
posing aciinst the trunk of an old pine tree
atour bivonae.  Themusk-deer dild not seem
indined to move, so 1 drew gently backward,
and, awvinge grot ont of sight, hastened Lome
for the ritle.  Onwmy veturn, there was the
wmnsk-deer just as Lefore, and it wmoved not
till the ﬁu:ﬂ) bullet passed through its Lody,
and it rolled over to move no more. T have
sometimes thought in such eases the deer
were fast asleep, but they have their oyes
wide open, and it is more probable this
strangee disrezand of the vicinity of a human
Lieing proceesded from sheer reluctance to et
up. At anether time I came across one
under somewhat similar circumstances, at
least so far similar that I had no weapon and
had to go and feteh the vitle.  In this ease
the deer jumped up and stood looking at we,
and 1 took off my hat and placed it on my
walkingestick planted in the ground for the
musk-deer to look at till my retnrn. Ile
charmn was successful, for when I got back,
hat and stick and unisk-deer were justas 1
had left them.

No wonderin those days the bagat the
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end of the season cantained a goudly number '

of musk-pods, aml the sport ov work, which-
ever you like to eall it, was both pleasant
and profitable; bat such daps will probably
never come tin—certainly not for me, and
it is not likut\' for any one clse.  Suppose
you have wandered into the neighbourhood,
and are tempted to have a day's musk-decr
hunting,  Some native friend may have ask-
ed you to bring him back from your moun-
tain trip o pod of the much-prized pertiune,
or you may wish to send one howme, or you
want to kill one musk-deer to complete the
collection of hill mammalin which form the
trophies of vour Himalayan spmt.  Any way
you determine to set at nanght the fiat of
your shikarce and the villagers that there is
little chance of getting a” musk-deer, and
sally forth into the forest. The fist wreat
change you observe is this. ‘The musk-deer
no longer biss. You will not in your day’s
ramble onee hear the characteristic sound,
and probably would not do so if’ you spent
whole month in the forest.  Another ts, you
never now meet with lage heaps of drop-
pings, vespectable lumps of a bushel or so,
the accumulation of years perhaps of a single
animal which has constantly returned to the
one spot to void its excrement, or possihly
due to the joint work of several individuals,
You see droppings of conse—indeed you will
not walk over any great extent of srommd
without seeing some, but it is in small quan-
tities in one place like that of most other
animals. You will very likely in some shel-
tered spot come across one of the old heaps
of the by-gone days, and probably svea few
fresh droppings on ity as it the animal conld
not. entirely -forget their old instinets. You
may, during the day. get oceasional glimpses
of L musk-deer going off’ through the hushes,
and very likely your attendant shikaree, with
sharper eyves than your own, will onee or
twice cry ont “salabh, sahib.” and point to
where Jie saw one steal off'; but you will be
fortunate if you gret 2 single decent shot, and
doubly so it you bring a musk-deer home,
There are miny in the forest no doubt, but
what with guns—of which the pubarries have
Jots now—and snares, and wild dogs, their
numbers have very much diminished, and
they have become so shy that the only sure
way to get one i to seat yonrselt” on some
favorable spot amd let 2 lot of men beat
through the forest towards you. A drive of
this kind  will generally get you a shot, bat,
where often resorted to, the musk-deer seem
to become aware of its meaning, and after
being roused will turn aned break through the
line of beaters even should they have to
bound almest over the heads of the wen.

This change in the habits of the musk-deer
I have thought worthy of recording.  “To the
lovers of the greenwoold and the naturalist it
will not be uninteresting.  With grerarious
animals, as wild goats or sheep or antelopes,
it would not be so strange, as the individuals
of aflock or herd have no doubt means of
impressing on cach other the signs of dangrer;
and 2 chiangee in habits or chameter might be
casily transmitted  thromeh suceeeding gene-
rations.  But the wmusk<deer is au xolitary
animal—solitary from its birth, for the female
drops her fawn in some sequestered spot, and
never goes near but to give it suck 3 and if)
avis very often the case, she ins two ata
birth, they are dropped separately and at a
distance from each other. “Thus, if they
cscape their many enemics,—leopards, bears,

wild dous, foxes, POIU(‘:[(S‘ cagles, and fileons,
wethey grow up i solitude, and, where lett
to thewmselves, each individual lives as it were
A quite separate existence.  In these civeun-
stances one would imugnite that w musk-deer
which may have reached adult age without
seeing a human being—and this is no doubt
the case with a great number of those now in
the forests—would in its habits be much the
same as those which were in the same place
twenty or thirty years ago.  That it is not so
T have attempted to show 3 and we must con-
clude that the new habits, geadually acquived
by the race while frequently hunted, have
descended  to the oflspring, and proved
stronger than natural instinet.

There is a North American animal
which is almost forbidden to be nawmed,
such a bad character does it bare,

“ A fragrant odour steals alony;

At firat ‘tis faint, but soou how strong!
Then, as the odorous spot you fly,

A pretty creature You espy

With bushy tail above his back:

While broad clean stripes of white and black
With fair pre cnce attract the eye

Of "th unsuspecting passer by,

L] L] . L] *
Outward all grace and heauty hloom;
Within—more naisesome than the tomb,

A person, once, to SKunka unknown,

Was rambling through the woods aloue;
When suddenly, at bend of road,

He dights upon the Skunk's abode.
Eumvisli'd with the creature’s charms,
He takes the swect thing to his anus,
teturning home at evening grey

He mceets a nefghbour Ly the way:

His prize displays, aud askas “is that
Not a fine sample of the Cat?™”

V. JouN MaAY, Canada,

There are fabulous stories told of the
danger from the sceretions of the Skunk,
if it comes in contact with a person. A
story is told of a man, who in killing
Skuuks, had the fluid deposited on his
clothes, and it affected him so much, that
he was very ill for weeks; others again,
have to burn their dress. But the horrors
of thisanimal are so well known that they
do not need relating.  To me the smell
of the skunk after it is killed is not dis-
agreeable, indeed, it has the smell of
musk. From my own experience, these
animals must be plentiful in Nova Scotia,
and the Canadas, for in the autumn they
commit great depreditions upon our fowl
yards, killing ducks and turkeys by whole-
sale. A colored gentleman, after killing
a number of skunks, excliimed, that he
would not “skin oue, no, not for four
dollars”  The value of its musk may
warrant the charge of four dullars for
skinning. The perfume of the skunk is
identical with that of the musk-deer.
The perfume of musk alone, is not an
aristocratic scent, but it is the foundation
of all the first cluass perfumes, such as
Ian de Cologne, &e. It would be inter-
csting to auylize the scerction, of the
skunk, with a view to its value. Musk
does not appear to have received an ade-
quate chemical examiuation.

Ieports of Agri. Societies.

\\\\\\ N . . P N e

CENTRAL CORNAWVALLIS AGRICUL-
TURAL SOCILETY.

This Society was organized and meet-
ings held on 2lst and 28th December,
1868. Oflicers elected :— Pres., Robert
W. Beckwith ; Fice-Pres., Lawson Rock-
well ; Sec’y, Henry Lovett; Zreas., Jas.
Bligh ; Divectors, W, Burgess, William
E. Marsters, Jeremiah Bligh, Melbourne
Merchaut, John Lamout,

CONSTITUTION.

Rule 1.—That the institution shall be
denominated the “ Central Cornwallis
Agricaltural Socicty,” and shall consist
of farmers and others favourable to rural
pursuits.

Rule 2.—That the Society shall be
managed by a President, Vice-President,
Sceretary, Treasurer, and  Council of
Five, to be chosen aunually. That the
officers and Council be re eligible.

Rule 8.—That the Society shall hold
one annual meeting, on the first Tuesday

.in December, at the Temperance 11all,

Lakeville, when officers for the ensuing
year shall be chosen by ballot, and all
acconnts, business transactions, and re-
ports be brought forward aud finally
passed,

Rule 4.—That the Society shall hold,
in addition to the annual meeting, two
quarterly meetings, one on the first Tues-
day in April and October, for reception
and discussion of essays, papers and resc-
futions upon subjects connected with,
and for the promotion of, the objects of
the Society.

Rule 5.—That the President shall pre-
side at all meetings of the Society, keep
strict order, regulate discussions, state
and put questions, and shall not permit
or allow any improper remarks of a per-
soual character and foreign to the suhject
under discussion, sign orders, draw on the
Treasurer, call special meetings by a re-
quisition of five members, and perform
such other dutics as belong to his office.
In his absence the Vice-President shall
take the chair; and if both are absent,
the Socicty shall chose & clwirman pro
tem.

Rule 6.—That the Seccretary shall at-
tend all mectings of the Socicty, keep a
correct record of all the trausactions,
collect all monies due and pay the same
over to the Treasurer, and prepare and
submit an anuual report of the proceed-
ings of the Socinty, conduct all correspon-
dence, and perform such other duties as
shall be required of him.

Rule 7.—~That the Treasurer shall re-
ccive all monies paid him by the Sceretary
and pay them over by au order from the
President—he shall also aunually submit
an account and report of his proceedings.

Rule 8.—~That the duty of council shall
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be to devise and recommend to the society
from time to time such improvemenis in
the practice of Agriculture and lorti-
culture, and the introduction of improved
breeds of cattle, sheep, horses and swine,
&c., as they may deem advisable for the
promotion of the objects of the Society,
and shall endeavour to secure, at the
regular meetings, the reading of essays,
papers, &e., aud prepare a list of ques-
tions for discussion, and assist the
Secretary to prepue his report.

Rule 9,—Any person may become a
member of this Society by paying to the
Secretary the annual fee, and signing the
declaration which shall constitute him a
member in good stunding, he being a
resident of King's County.

Rule 10.—That every person admitted
a member must sign the decluration, and
pay to the Seeretary the sum of T'wo
Dollars in advaunce.

Rule 11.—That no member shall be
entitled to any of the privileges of the
Society, neither shall he be allowed to
voy;, until all demands against him are
paid.

Rule 12—No discussion on political
or religious subjects shall be permitted at
any meeting of the Society.

Rule 13.—Eight members shall con-
stitute 2 quorum to transact business at
any of the meetings.

Rule 14.—At any Annual Meeting of
the Society the foregoing rules may be
altered or amended, or the Society may
pass such Bye-Laws and Rules of Order
as they may think advisable, by a vote of
two-thirds of the members present.

BYE-LAWS.

1st. The hour of niceting for the An-
nual meetings shall be six o'clock. . M.,
and Quarterly meetings at two o’clock,
T, M.

2ud. The order of business shall be
as follows :—

1st. Reading minutes of last meeting.

2nd.  Collection of dues.

3rd. Report of Sccretary.

4th. % Council.

ath. ¢ Finunce Committee.
Gth. ¢ Preasures.

7th. “  Special Committee.
8th. Essays, &c.

9th. Discussion of questions.
10th. Miscellaneous bhusiness.
11th. Election of officers.

3rd. No member shall speak more
than twice upon any subject, nor more
than ten minutes at cach time, unless to
expliin, or by permissionof the President.

4th. Al resolutions must be submit-
ted to the Secretary in writing, signed by
the person moving the same.

SHUBENACADIE AGRICULTURAL
SOCIE

Y] -

At a meeting of the above Society held
Dec. 1st, 1868, the President in the chair.

Managing Committees’ Report read,  Coloncel
Laurie, Dr. MeLean and William Blake ap-
pointed to aundit the accounts. Moved and
passed that the Managing Committees” Re-
port be reevived and approved.  The
Auditing Committees’ Report was received
and approved, which is as follows :—

We your committee beg leave to veport as
follows :— ]

1st.  We find the Treasurer has received

pay of 40 members............. eeese 84000

2nd.” We find the Treasurer has paid
ComIMItee cuovevaoenee c0ees. . 83000 4000
Further we find the Suciety owed the
Managing Committee at commence-
MEUL Of YEBL. eovverteeaanaes veseeas. 12400
By Leeping of bulls for the year... . 11300
o sheep 4 ces . 3050
By ather unavoiduble expenses......... 17 50
By Provincial grant for 67 paid to Cen-
tral Board.....ciaans Ceeetetesieanas 3000
31621

Further we find the committee has received
the following sums :—

‘Yo cash from Treasurer......
:: amount for ram service. .

o " bl 4

...84000
.. 3275
.. o 4330
* sheep sold in Halfx. 25 15
* Exhibition prizes, after paying o

1) ')

CXPENSCS e vqaesesencs sonnaesas 27 00

“ am'nt of Provincial grant for*67 30 00
—— $198 70
Duc committee, ccoeeeseraiananans veses 11751

Further we find the Society owns the fol-
lowing stock :—

1 Durham bull, value.cooesiiinennenss £80 00
1 Devon bull, value, oo veiesiiiiiinaaans [HIRIH]
2 Shropshire rams, woitit c.oivieeeia,s 50 00
1 Leicester ¢ TR T T YT TN 10 ¢e
1« ewe, *  iiiiiees saeen 10 00

Society reorganized by 39 members that

were present, each paying S1 for the present
or incoming year, and appointing the follow-
ing officers to manage the Society :—I. R.
darker, Pres; Dr. Mclean, Vice Pres.;
David Moore, Seey.; Samuel Traine, Z'reas.
Munaging Committee—F. R. Parker, Wt
Wavdrop, David Moore, Wi, Blake, George
Dens.

Moved and passed that the managers of
this socicty watch and prevent, it possible,
the withholding of the present Provincial
grant, for the encouragentent of Agriculture,
from this Provinee, if the attempt should be
matde by our legislators,

Moved and passed, that this Society record
their approval of, and in, the manner in
which the last Agricultural Exhibition was
conducted 3 and their belief in large benefits
being derived Ly, and through, Trovineial
Sxhibitions, and that they should be held at
least every thiee years.

Moved and passed, that Colone] Laurie be
recommentded as a proper person to fill any
vacancy in the Centrat Board,

Further, I would say, regarding the pro-
duce of the farms within the bhounds of our
Society, IHay has been rather below an
average yield, and potatoes likewise, but of
ol quality. Carrots and turnips oo,
Barley rather poor.  Wheat that was carly
sowed filled well, escaped the weevil, and
was 2 fair crop.

Davip Moong, Secy.
THE WEYMOUTH AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY. :

The anunal meeting of this Society was
held in Temperance 1all on Tuesday, Dec.
1st, 1868, when the officers of the ensuing
year were appointed :—William Dahlgreen,

Pres.: Joha 8. Jones, Vice Pres.; Frederick
Sorenson, Scey.; Sterns Jones, Esq., 7reus.
Directors—A. D. Hoyt, Exq.. Thos. k(cm‘ide,
Jeremial Dahlgreen, Jno Hankerson, Stephen
Joues,

‘The accounts of the past year were then
placed before theweeting, and examined, and
found correct.

Cash on hand $38 47.  Debts due Society
63 46.  Available funds being $101 93,

The six bushels of wheat which we obtain-
ed at Halifax gave great encouragement to
farmers to try 1t again, although a grood part
of' it was not sown until late, on account of
the season being so wet; the yicld was good,
and some of it looked as well as any wheat
that I have secen in the State of Minnesota,
which is one of the best wheat growing states.
It was not injured much hy rust or weevil.
Some of it that was raised by Mr. William
Payson and Mr. Ditnuss Dunbar, was heavier
and larger than the seed imported. The
twenty bushels of two-rowed barley imported
from Eugland, through Mr. Alfred Saunder,
of Halifax, wave great satisfaction. It js
called for from all parts of the county. 1t
has to bLe sown two weeks earlier than our
common kind.  The want of 2 change of
sced barley has been felt here for ulong
time, and 1 think that the benefit of this in-
rort:uion will be the improvement of the

harjey crop for a number of years.  And as
barley is the chief grain sown here, the bene-
fit will be great.” The Alsyke clover was
sowed by soute of the members, and it appears
to have done well. Our Devon and Avashire
bulls are very much liked. The breed of

stock will be much improved thereby. Qur
hay crop was about an average crop.  Oats

and barley light. Buckwheat good. Tur-
nips and other vegetables did well. Al
kinds of fruit were very searce.  Yotatoes
very poor, but better than last year. The
Secretary of this Seciety, yeading Mr. Bus-
tin’s remarks on the potato disease in the
Journal of Agriculture of last March and
April, was very much interested in the sub-
juet, tried the experiment, but could not sce
any benefit by the wire, as the potatoes so
treated were affected by disease, as soon and
as bad as others not so treated.
Fureprnrick Sonessos, Secy.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE Y ARMOUTH
COUNTY SOCIETY.

Yarmauth, 2nd Feb., 1869.

Quarterly Meeting of County Agricul-
tural Seciety; 2 small attendance—the
President in the chair—minutes of lust
meeting read and approved.

The January No. of the N. 8. Journal
of Agriculture not being yet received,
the Provincial Grant to the Scciety for
1868, could not be precisely stated, it
might be assumed, however, at $180.00
Deduct graut to Exhibitson,....  50.00

$130.00

Cashinhand,....ccocenueea.. 11000
Subscriptions for 1869, not less

that covevivenenaciaanaes. 300.00

Available fund for 1869.... ... §540.00

Voted that an Exhibition be held about
the middle of October, to which $200.00
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should be allotted for preminms, of three
grades, the details to be arranged at the
next quarterly meeting,

Mr. Archibald remarked at length
upon the importance of procuring impro-
ved sced, as one of the most esentinl
functions of the Society, gave his experi-
ence in the cultivation of many varieties
of potatoes, has now 24 varieties, aud in-
tends to grow from 30 to 40 the coming
season 3 considered our soil and climate
well adapted to the prosceution of all the
branches of agriculture, while the town
affords a market, at present not equalled
in British America, for the sale of all the
products of the farm.

Voted to procure for distribution to
nembers at cost :—

1 harrel Early Rose Potatoes, to be
divided in not over 3 1. lots.

I harrel Owen Potatoes, (& New-Brun-
swick seedling.)

1 barrel Norway Oats.

25 hushels 2 Rowed Barley.

Voted that it be left with the Com-
mittee of Muanagement to purchase seed
stock, as they may consider advisable,
with the amount of fundson hand. While
our horses need improvement more than
our neat stock, but little can be done in
this dircction, until our funds are largely
inereased, a single lorse, of any good
stock, would cost more than the whole
funds of the Society.

Cuances E. Browy, Sec’y.

ARABIAN FOOD.

Mr. J. II. Woolrich, English Phar-
macy, Halifax. sent to our oflice half a
dozen tins of his * Arabian Food 3" also,
samples of Medicine for Colic, &e., in
horses ; Liniment for sores, &c. Weare
glad to sce that Mr. Woolrich is making
u speciality of relinble IHorse Medicines,
than  which nothing is more required.
The * Arabian Food™ is a more agree-
abje and neater preparation than the
ordinary  Condition Powders, At this
season of the yeur lorses require more
than usual atteution, and our fiarmers
cannot do better than «all at My, Wool-
rieh’s, and lay in a supply of these
so-called Arabian Hoise  Medicines—
Some of the tins sent to us have been
handed to farmers who have sick horses,
so that we may be sble to give the re.
sults on a future occasion.

TO CORRESPONDEXNTS.
Aguricurrinar Socierirs.—Reports
have been received from various Agri-
cultural Socicties, which will be published
$0 soon s we can find room for them.
Carrie Docron.—We received an
application some time ago for infortmation
as to the most useful book on cattle dis-
eases and treatment.  Gamgec's “ Vete-

rinarian’s Vade Mecum,” will probably
be more suituble to our correspondent
than any other. It is published in Idin-
burgh by Jack, price 10s. 6d. stg.  Wo
have not seen the book, but it is highly
spoken of by the Lnglish press.
Communications for insertion in the
Journal of Agriculture, exchanges, &e.,
should be addressed to Professor Lawsou,
Dalhousie College, Halifax, N. S.

BY IONEST YOURSEL.
Be honest, be honest, be trusty and true,
Though ithers gang glevd, that i< nacthing to you;
There are some ragggzed cowls that will never do well;
Ne'er be guided by them, but be honest yoursel's

Be honest yoursel®, and neter let greed o° gain
Mak ye put oot your hawd totak what's no your ain,
If y¢ Qo, then to ruin you'll drive on pell-mell,
Whene'er you gie cwre being hionest yoursel®.

Riches got in this way never last very Jang—
They come wi' the wind, wi* the water they gang,
And you canna expeet that you'll ¢'er prosper well,
Unless you are upright and henest yoursels

e Tionest, though wealth never fa's to vour share
It's nae sin nor nae eritme in man 1o be puir; !
And the’ humble and low Jy the cot where you dwell,
You'll meet wi' respect it you're honest yoursel’.

Be honest, and strive hard to do what is richt—

Ne'er do nacthing by day youcan’t stand by nicht;
‘Fhen your sleep will be pleasant, and sound as a bell
When you ken a' the fitae you are honest yoursel’,

e honest and faithfu', be truthfu® and wise—

‘The mean, petty doings o' tricksters despises
Keep your conscience as pure as aclear runnin® well,
And aye aboon a* things be honest yoursel®s

Pensoxat.—Soon as you get out of bedin
the morning, wash your fice, hands, neck and
breast; then, into the same basin of water
put both feet, at once, for about a minute,
rubbing them byiskly all the time; then,
with the towl, which has been dampened
by wiping the faee, feet, &e., wipe the whole
hody well, fast and hand, month shut, breast
projeeting.  Let the whole thing be done
‘within five minutes.

At night, when you o to bed, and when-
ever you get out of hed, during the night, or
when you find yourself” waketul or restless,
.sl)cud from two tofive minutes in rabbing
the whole body, with your hands, as far as
vou can reacli in every direction.  This has
atendeney to presevve that sofiness and mo-
bility of skin which is exsential to health, and
which too frequent washings will always
destroy.—1IHalls Jowrnal of Health.

Fermxe Bres—Mr. Langstroth recom-

three pounds of honey, two of hrown sugar,
amd one of water”  After you comnence
feeding, continue it without interruption until
through, asit ought to he lix}i>hml, atter being
commenced, as soon as pussible. Make holes
throngh the centre of the tullest honeycomb,
which onght to be in the centre of the hiveso
that the bees will have winter passages to
| their food without being obliged to go over
! the edges of their combs,

mends as excellent bee food, “a mixture of

o o ———— — =~ i - S .
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POULTRY AND EGGS

¥'or Sale.

Brabna Pootra, Bluck Spanish, Algerine Hou-
dau, Grey Darking, Gold and Sitver Pencilled and
Rlack Hamburg and

G AMIE FOWLS.,
—AlS O —

SGGS for hatehing of the above and other choice
Fowls and DUCKS. .

Apply, rast raty, Box 116, Post Office, Halifax.

March, 1869,

Western Ialifax Agricultaral Society,

FPOR SALBE:

The Socicty's celebrated thorough-bred Durliam
Bull “ LOBU LAD.” -

SLOBY LAD " was imported from Canada two
Jears ago.

Pentuiig~—* Lobo Lad." red and white, calved
Oth November, 1865; bred by Thomas Douglas,
Lobo, Co. Middlesex, C. W.: entered in Upper
Canada Stock Register, No. [2008]; ot by Baron
Renfrew, {1227 ] .

Dam=Miss Maude, [353], by Belted Will the

Gth, [GSI. hought from Jahn Suelt.

i . Ted Rose, (263), by Youny Briton, (275 )

£ .4 Lady Jane, (importes ) by Sir Walter (2639.)
£ 15 12 =hy 1 son of W, Booth's Jerry, (4097.)
& £ & A by Youny Star, (5319.)

K 8 8 4. by Reseberry, (567.)

g8 8 g g dL by 2 son of Comet, (155), &e.

For further information, apply to the sub-Com-
mittee, Messts. Joseph J. Northap, Anderson, and
Lawson. * " March, 1869,

ALFRED SAUNDERS,

(Late Secretary Royal Jersey Agricultural and Horticul-
tural Society,  Founetly of the Royal Botanie
Gardens, Kew, London),

SEEDSMAIN,
188 Argyle St., opposite J. Northup & Sons,
HALIFAX, N. S,

CALLS particular attention to his newly imported
stock of Alsyke and other Clovers, Grass Seceds,
Mangles, Swede and other Turnips, Peag, Yeans,
Vegetable and lower Seeds, comprising all the
mast esteemed varicties in cultivation, which he is
prepared to sefl at the Jowest remuncrative prices.
Agricultural Socicties liberally dealt with, gnd
all orders promptly exccuted. Descriptive Cata-
logues on application.

AGRIGULTURAL BONE MILL

THIS MILL is now in_tull operation, and Jarge
quantities ot Bones are offered tor sale.

‘Fhe Mill s under supervision of the Board of
Agriculture of Nova Scotia, and all Bones sold at
the esteblishment are genuine.

TRICES.
Half inch Bone...........$24.00 per ton,
Lincelyground Bone...ooo. 30000 #

Delivered free of charge, on hoard the Cars at
ltichmand Depat.

Purcliasers will save trouble by sending their
own bags, which, togethier with orders, may be left
at Stantord’s Leathier Store, 26 Water Strect.

JAMES STANFORD.

IHalifex, N.S., June, 1368.
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