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¢ {f any man rpeak, kerhim speak as the oracles of God.”
*This is love, that we walk after his commandments.”

VOL. IX. COBOURG & BRIGHTON, APRIL, 1856. NO. 4.

HUMAN DISCRETION AND CHURCH GOVERNMENT.

From the Christian Baptist.
It is said that ¢ church government is obviously left by the bible
for the exercise of much discretion.” How this can be I cannot con-
jecture. Whatever is left for the exercise of much discretion is ob-
viously a discretionary thing. If, therefore, chureh gevernment be
a matter obviously of human diseretion, I see not how any form of
church government, though. prinecipally of buman countrivance, such
as the Papistical or Episcopalian, can be condemned.—Each of these
forms takes-something from the bible and much from human disere-
tion. e may think that what their discretion adopts is very far
from. being. discreet; bat in.condemning their taste, we cannet cen-
sure them. as trausgressors of law; for obwiously where no lawis
there is no tromsgression. If shere be no law enjoining auy form of
church government; if there be no divinely authorized platform
exhibited in the bible, then why have the Bapsists. contended for
the independent form, except they suppose that they have more
diseretion than their neighbors! ’
What is called “chureh government” may, perhaps, be entirely a
matter of human discretion, such as fixing the time of day on-which
the church shall neet; also, the:houe of adjoumnient; the place of

meeting, whether in a stone, brick or wooden building ; the shape !

and size of sheir house, and the scats and conveniences thereof. On

these items the bibl, indeed, says-but little. Or, perhaps; undey |

the terms * church government,” you may place synods, councils,
associations; the duties of moderators and clerks; rules of decornm
and parliamentary proceedings in deliberative bodies; all of which
some think as necessary "to tlie well'being of the church as « the
scaffolding is to the house.” If you embrace all these items, and
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otker kindred ones, in your idea of church governmeut, I perfectly
agree with you in one part of your assertion, that the bible says lit-
tle or nothing on such matters; but I do not say that they are all
left to human discretion, and therefore I cannot flatter myself into
the opinion that the synods and advisory councils of I’resbyterians
and Independents are innocent matters of human discretion !

By “church government” I understand the government of the
church ; which the bible teaches is apen the shoulders of Immanuel
He placed the twelve apostles upon twelve thrones, aud eommanded
the nations to obey them. I find, therefore, that the Lord Jesus is
the Governor, and the twelve apostles under him, sitbing upon
twelve thrones, constitute the'goverument of the church of Jesus
Christ. I know that synods and advisory councils have a right to

govern voluntary associations, which owe their ovigin to the will of |

men ; but in the church of Jesus the twelve apostles reign.  Jesus,
the king, the glorious and mighty Lord gave them their authority.
The church isa congregation of disciples meeting in one place, an
assembly of regenerated persons who have agrecd to walk together
under the guidance of Jesus Clirist. Herce they are to be govern-
ed by his Iaws.  All the exhortations concerning temper, behaviour,
and discourse found in the apos stolie writings. in all their addresses
to the congregations after the day of Pentecost, constitute the gov-
ernment of the church, properly so colled. When all the apostolie
injunctions, such as those concerningthe government of the thoughts,
the tongue, and the hands of christians are regarded, then the
church is under the goverument of the Lord. Taws moral and re-
ligious, i. ¢. laws governing men’s moral and religions actions are
the only laws which Jesus deigns to enact. He legislates not upon

matters of mere policy, or upon bricks, stones, and logs of timber- |

He says nothing about moderators, clerks, and parliamentary deco-
sum: but wpon moral and religious behaviour he “ie incomparably
sublime. e enacts nothing upon the coufederation of churches, of
delegate meetings, or any matter of temporal and worldly policy.
Hence they strain out a gnat and swallow'an elephant who complain
there is no law authorizing the building of meeting houses, and yet
find a warrant fora  state convention” or a religious couveut, col-
lege or seminary of learning. The matter of church goverumeut
which was discussed at Westmiinster was never mentioned by the
ZLordnor his apostles. When I Lear Independents, Presbyterians
aud Episeopalians coutending about their diffcrent forms of chburch

-




government, I think-of the three travellers contending about the

color of the camelecon. One declared it was blue ; another afirmed

it was green; a third swore it was black; and yet when the creature
was produced all saw it * wag white.”

As some of the wisest philosopliers of the present century have
discarded what has becn improperly called “moral philosophy”
from the circle of sciences, because it has no foundation in nature;
so methinks the subject of “ chureh government” and the whole
controversy about it, in the popular scnse of these terms, might safu-
ly be sent back to the cloisters of the church of Rome, whenceit

‘ came. Let the moral and religious government of the institutes and

exhortations addressed to disciples in their individual and social
capacitics be regarded, and thereis no need for one of your by-laws
or borough regulations.

The decorum of a public assembly is well defined, both in the sa-

ered oracles and in tbe good sense of all persons of reflection. " And ;

it disciples meet not * for doing busmess," but for edification, pray-
cr and praise, or discipline, they will never need any other platform
or rules of decorum, than the writings of Paul, Peter, James and
John. But if you will have the daughter attired like her mother;

or if you wish any sect to tecome respectable in the eyes of thoso |

acquainted with the fashions in Loudon and Rome, you must have
seetarian colleges under the patronage of churches, and the churches
under the patronage of associations, and associations under the
patronage of state conventions, and state conventions under the pat-

{ ronago of a constitution, creed,and book of discipline, called “ church
i government.” Aund the nigher these two latter approximate to the

sce of Canterbury, or that of Rome, the more useful and honorable
will they appear in the estimation of such christians as are deemed
orthodox.

If{cel very conscious that the less gaod christians say about
“ church govermmnent,” in the popular sense, the better for its safety
with the people, who have vontended for somethbing, they know not
what, under this name. And just as certain am I, that if the laws
governing woral and religious demeanor in the epistles are regarded
as they wmust be by all who are really taught by God, there will be

. found no need for our by-laws and regulations in the congregation

of the faithful, not even iu cases of discipline when transgrespors
present themselves.

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. QIW
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JOHN FREDERICK OBERLIN.

Jouwx Freperick OBERLIN was born Auguat 31st, 1740, at Stras.
burgh, in Germany. Kiundness and gentloness of temper were visi-
ble in bis infaney : and in his childhood he showed that disposition
to de good to others, which distinguished his maturity, and remained
with him until the close of life.

The small sums of money which were given him by his father, who
was poor, he carefully aid by, but not for himsel. Itwas lus plea-
sure to seek out and relieve sickness and want. Sometimes, whea a
bill was broughs to his father, he would stcadfastly watch his coun-
tenance, and if he saw it troubled, and imagined that Lhe had not
enough to pay the demand, he would run for his little box and empty
it with joy into his father’s hand.

Piety continued to grow with his growth, and strengthen with
his strength. His choice was to become a minister of the gospel. At |
the ags of twenty he became the pastor of Waldbach, a parish situa.
ted among the high mountains which divide France from Germany.
This region iscalled by the French ban de lu rocke, or the distract of
the rock, and by the Germans, stesnthal, or the valiey of stone: -

The sterility of this spet is in accordance with the names that
have been given it. Winter begins thercin September, and seldom
are the snows melted by June. The inhabitants found it difficult to
obtain by tillage enough for their subsistence, and their ignorance
equalled their poverty. ' '

The predecessor of Oberlin had endcavoured to raise the charac-
ter of their schoels. Hefound that one of their best ones had been
keptio a miscrable cottage by a wretched old man, who said with
great simplicity, that his business had been. that of a swine-herd, but
that when he became unfit for that work, they had employed him to :
teach the children.

To this people Oberlin went, following the footsteps-ef his divine
Master, who pleased not himself but eame to seek aud to. save the
lost. Hiszealous endeavours toraise their condition, and reforni-their
bhabits, were at first misunderstood, andiao far from awakentog grati-

1 tude, led vo abuse and persecution:

But he was neither daunted mor dissouraged. Having been in-
formed that some of the disaffected ones intended him personal vio-
lence, he preached from that passage of our Saviour’s sermon ou the

mount, “ Isay unto you, that ye resist not evil” While the con- .
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spirators were ridiouling the sermon, and wondering if ho would be-
bave as he had advised others te do, he suddenly appeared among
them,

* Here am I, my friends 1" he said with perfect calmness. * You
; are wishing to do me some harm, Is it not better that I should
i thus give myself up to you, than that you should be guilty ef the
. meanness of lying in wait to take me ?" Awed by his dignity and
: piety, they acknowledged their evil designs, and entreated his par-
i don. He freely forgave them, and they were in future his
; friends.
i He showed the same moral courage when a boy. In the sireets of
i Strasburg he onec saw an unfeeling officer abusing a sick beggar.
! Going boldly up between them he reproved the tyranical man, who
1; being very angry, would have seized him ; but the neighbors who
| loved the child gathering round, protected him, and rescued the beg
i gar. .
i ; Afterwards, passing ina narrow and lonely way, he saw the same

i officer approaching him. ¢ Now, thought the boy, perbaps he will
© punish me. Shall I attempt to escape? No, I did my duty to the
© poor man. God is with me. Why should I fear 7' The officer who
had so lately threatened him passed by and did Limno harm. True
" piety was the foundation of his courage. .

' Thesame holy principle led him to persevere in improving the
condition and character of his poor parishioners. He found the
roads among themso exceedingly bad. that intercourse between the
hamlets was both difficult and dangerous. Heinduced them to break
- rocksand to build a wall of considerable length on one side of the
! mountain road, to keep the earth and stones from being washed into
it the vale below.

IL2 told them they mustbuild a bridge over a river they had always
', beeu accustomed to ford. * How can these things be done I they
t exclaimed. “ Come and sec,” said Oberlin. Taking a pick-axe and
other implements, he set thets an example of their use. When they
.. beheld him sclecting the most difficult work for himself, they wil.

i lingly exerted themselves, and the industry which he taught them

)" was 2 new bond of affection.

; _ Soon a neat bridge was eonstructed, and a good road opened from
i Waldbach to Strasburg, which was also extended to each of the five )
)1 bamlets, or little villages, where he ministered. The force of his
l} religious ingiructions was not impaired by his efforts-to make them

e e et
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comfortable; but, on the contrary, his influence extended and deep-
ened through these proofs of his love.

He found them: deficient in many of the mechanic arts which E,
seem necessary to civilization. There were neither blacksmiths to |
furnish tools for the laborer, nor masons to build chimneys to their
houses. Ie procured several youths to besent to Strasburg, as ap-
prentices, who, when they had obtained. their respective trades, re-
turned and became teachers of others. :

His people had lived in hovels built of rocks, against.the sides of !
the mountain, without cellars.or chimaneys. He taught them how to
build reat and commodious cottages, to make gardens, to rear vege-
tables, to plant fruit trees. Soon this desolate region, as if by ma-
gic, was adorned with pleasant habitasions, each surrounded by its
little orchard.and garden.

Amid all its labors, the pastor remitted not his care for the souls
of his people. Especially were the intercsts of education dear to
him. He instructed such promising young people as were willing to
become teachers, and caused school-houscs to be-built in each of the
five little hamlets.

Porceiving that while the older children were engaged in their
studies, the little ones lost much of their time, he collected them.to.
gether and had lessons adapted to their comprehension. His wife
joining her exertions with his procured two female teachers for each
school ; one taught lessons from books, and the other to spin, to kait, ;,
and to sew; that useful cmployment and intellectual Lnow!edge i
might advance hand in hand. |'

. When the pupils were wearied with workor study, the kind tea- [
chers told them stories from the seriptures, and showed thewm draw- | (
ings of animals and plants, explaining their nature and. usés. On !
one day cach week the scholars assembled and their good.pastorex- |
amined them in their diffcrent lessons and added his own instrue- ]
tions. Joy beamed on their faces when he came among them ; and | (
they called him their father, or sometimes in  their aficetionate man-
ner, * Our dear papa, Oberlin.”

He sometimes distributed books among them as rewards, or leut i
them, requiring on account of their contents when they were retura- | i
ed. Every Sabbath, also, he collected the children in the chureh, ?
heard them recite their Bible lessons a.d sing hymns, and gave pa- i
ternal religious instruction. '

Thus in the secluded region of the Ban de la Rocbe, we percexve
the mstltutxon of Infant Schools, Normal Schools, Sabbath Schools,

i
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.and Sabbath-School Libraries, all originating in the-active benevo-
lence of one man ; and he unprompted-and uncheered by intercourse
.with the philanthropic spirits who afterwards diffused those bless-
ings over -Europe and America.

In the year 1784, when Mr, Oberlin was more than forty years
.old, he was afflicted by the death of his excellent wife wko had been
his helper in these efforts to do good. Though deeply mourning, he
Jbowed himself to the divine will. IIe praised'God for the holy life
she had been enabled to lead, and for the faith that taught him that
she was now happy in heaven.

He had received into hisfamily a young girl to bring up. After !
the death of Mrs. Oberlin, she extended to her seven rhotherless |
childrenthe care and tenderness which she had received herself.—
She engaged in the same works of charity which she had soen per-
formed ; and, with the most disintercsted zeal took charge of the pas-
tor’s house, refusing to receive any compensation for many years of
service. .

It would seem that Oborlin’s people strove to imitate his virtues.
Their sympathy for orphans was peculiarly conspicuous. When a
poor family were thus bercaved, there was always some one ready
to receive them, Some houscholds had two or three orphans main-
tained like their own children. One poor woman supported ten by
ler Iabor. Their religion taught them that such charities were ac-
éeptable to God. ’ )

During the distresses of the French revolution many fled to these
remote villages, and Mr. Oberlin received them into his house until
they could find other refuge. His home though simply furnished,
was the abode of comfort and happiness. No luxuries were seen
upon his table, but his plain fare was shared with others in free and
true hospitality.

Every thing in his house and about his grounds was neat and in
order. The walls of his apartments were covered with maps and -
drawings of natural history. Appropriate texts of scripture were
placed over the several doors. At the entrance of the dining room
was written, * Blessed are they who do hunger and thirst after
righ teousness, for they shall be filled.”

He encouraged his people to be constantly industrious. Through
his agency they werc taught to spin cotion, to dye cloth, to.plait straw
and to weave ribands. So prevalent was his example, and influence,
that scarcely an idle person or a beggar was seen among them.
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He not only instructed them in agriculture, horticulture, and the

sician also. Early in life he had devoted considerable time to the
theory of medicine, and now he climbed the steepest mountains in
night as well as day, aud at all seasons of the year, to visit and pre-
scribe for the sick.

These services made him most dear to the people. Nor did he
forget to preserve their regard by his affectionate manners. He |
never met either man or woman among them, without taking off his
hat, and saying some words of kindness. Every child he took by the
hand, and showed some little mark of attention, adding often some
plcasant advice.

His own manners were imitated by his people ; so that from hav
ing been rude and uncouth, they became insensibly gentle and cour.
tecous. It was remarked by strangers who visited them that, though
very poor, they were exceedingly polite and happy.

They sought in every way to express their gratitude to their be-
loved pastor. On one occasion a son of his, who was travelling in
France, in the service of the Bible Society, was taken sick. e de-
sired to reach liomethat he might die thcre. but he could only get
within nine miles of his father’s house.

Twelve of the villagera set out to bring hing those nine miles on &
litter. But finding that he was not able to bear the open air, they

moved every stone from before it, that no rude motion of the wheols
might disturb the sufferer. His death was peaceful and happy, and
they mingled their tears with those of the father, with the mest af-
fecting symparhy.

The five villages to whom Mr. Oberlin ministered, were considera.
bly distant from each other. He therefore preached i each by
turns. As he kept no horse, an inhabitant of the parish where he
was to officiate bronght one for him every Sabbath morning. He
took his dinner with some of the families, and then conversed with
every grown person and child belonging to it, on the great concerns
of their souls.

In his sermons there was an affecting eloquence and a striking
adaptation to the wants of his people, for he was intimately acquaint-
ed with them all. He usually preached ip French, because this lan-
guage was spoken by the majority of his parisbioneu. But on Fri-
day evening he had service in German, as there were some who un-

-
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‘This sewwice was of amost sweet and paternal character. After
some explanation of a portion of seripture, he would say, ¢ My <hil-
dren, are you weary?’ They slmost .invariably replied,that they
desired to hear more. The females brought their kzitting work, for
it did not interrupt their attention, and he loved to see them usefully
employed.

The eyes of the people sparkled with delight when ihey saw their
good minister. He was a guardian spirit watchiug over them, and
guiding them both for this world and the next. In his inst:ictions
to the young in natural history, he was careful to inculcate a knowl-
edge of the nature of plauts, and & love of flowers, as a means of
softening and refining the character.

He taught them to cultivate in their gardens many wild plants
from the woods, and also to draw and paint flowers. Sowme of his
pupils marked their affectiona te remembrance of his seventieth birth
day by gifts of beauntiful wreaths and garlands. He expressed his
thanks in a pious, paternal letter, in which hc says, * The beautiful
flowers with which the great Creator has adorned our country, gave
you the means of presenting me with this token of your united love.
These sweet garlands will soon fade, but I shallnever forget the hap,

. py feelings they have awakened: and I earnestly pray that you may

becomo unfaded flowers in the Paradise of God.”

e lived in the simplest manner that he might have the more to
give to those who needed, A visitor to his house found there 4 or 5
families, who had lost their habitations by fire ; to whom he was dis-
tributing food, clothing, utensils of industry, and pietv.es for the
instruction of their children.

“His family,” said an English traveller,“do not have as good or
delicate food on their table as our poor people in England ; Lut they

| are the happiest Christiang, and it is delightful to behere. He treats

the poorest, even the children, with affection and respect. It is won.
derful to see how changed they are since he came among them. They
were then very barbarious, but now are gentle and polite, and their
good minister, now more than eighty, is one of the handsomest men
I ever saw.”

Notwithstanding his great age, he continued toinstruct and labour
for his people ; and when he was no longer fit to preach, he bore them
day and night on his prayers. His last sickness was short, He |
8aid, “Lord Jesus, take me speedily : neverthelesl, thy will be done.”
A few hours before his death, he joined in an sct of devotion, his
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hands clasped, and his heaven-raised oonntenanoe, beaming with faith
and love,

Hedied on the first day of June, 1823, at the age of eighty-six,
having lived in his parish of Waldbach more than sixty years. The
grief of his people was affecting. From every part of that rocky dis-
trict they gathered, in the midst of a heavy rain, to gaze on the life
less remaius of their pastor and their friend.

The funeral pocession stretched from the dvor of his houso to the
mouth of his sepulchre, a distance of two miles. Every cottage
poured out its inhabitants, and the children of the schools walked two
and two, chanting mournful hymns.” They paused at the chureh, in
whose burial grourd he was to be laid, and a minister ascending the
pulpit, read from a paper, the farewell address of their venerated
sire.

ORI

DR. DOWLING AND BRETHREN BAPTISTS.

A weekly paper, the Democrat, published in Philadelpbia, some.
time last winter, took notice of the immersion of several persons by
our friends the Baptists. Dr. Dowling notrelishing the remarks of
the Demoerat, wrote as follows to another weckly by way, of corree-
tion: :

To the Editors of the Philadelphia Sun:

Will youallow me to correct an error which I find in the Suz of
Monday, relating to the belief of that religious denomination df
which I am a minister, and lerge numbers of wliom aré found among
the daily readers of your excellent, and generally fair and honora- j
bly conducted ‘paper.

I am too well acquainted with you, gentlemen, to believe that you
would knowingly misrepresent the views of any class of your fellow
citizens, much less of the eight hundred thousand of American
Baptist communicants, who are united with you in the defence of
one cozmon Protestantism, and in the maintenance of one common

soul-liberty, or freedom to worship God. I am satisfied, therefore,

that the paragraph to which I allude must have crept into your
paper byan inadvertance. I refer to an article headed * Baptum
in Winter,” which closes in the following words :

L. Itma.biuereoldday—-yenho eemnony was witnessed' by an unusual
crowrd of spectators, who stood shivering in the cold, and admived the moral
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fortitude that prompted the new converts to brave the intense cold, in obedience
towhat they belicved to be an cssential requisite to regeneration.”

The correction I wish to male is this. It isnottruethat Baptists
regard the rite of baptism 23 “an essential requisite to regenera-
tion,” or, as is often, though wrougfully asserted, ¢ an essential re-
quisite” to-.salvation. So far as this from being the case, that the
very converse is true, viz; That Baptists consider regeneration as a
pre-requisite to baplisn, and of course must always precede baptism,
and hence they are accustomed invariably to defer baptism till the
candidate gives credible evidence of being regenerate, or in a state
of salvation. Of course, if he should die in this state, as many have,
previous to baptism, he would be saved. I perceive that the item to
which I refer, was adopted or transferred from the Danville Demo-

crat. ,
Will you allow me to inform the editor of that paper that such a

i statement as I have quoted betrays an incxeusable ignorance ina

publie journalist, especially in cne who writes almost under the sha-
dow of Lewisburg University, with my estcemed predecessor, the
Rev. Dr. Howard Maleolm, at its head. The editor, however, nced
not have taken the trouble to apply to a College President for the
information, which would prevented this strange blunder, as any

Baptist Sunday Scholar could have informed him that the very doc- -

trive which distinguishes them from other denominations, is that
regeneration must precede baptism, not that * bapiism is an essen-
tial requisite to regeneration”—and that no one, therefore, has a

right to be baptised till he has already experienced the mew birth; -
. and that Lence, when an applicant for baptism saysin the words of
the converted cunuch, ¢ See, here is water, what doth hinder me to

be baptized?” the invariable answer to such is identical with that of
Pbilip to the cunuch, “If thou believest with all thine heart thou
mayest.” :

While I have my pen in hand, will you allow me to express my
surprise that the stale old ¢ Joe Miller” joke, about the Baptist
mivister and the dipt candle, should lately have been copicd into
the columns of the Sun as 2 fact, aud that of recent occurrence ; and
eapecidlly that the sncer should have been attributed to so distin-
guished a gentleman as the Hon. Rufus Ohoate. I am sure neither
the editors nor the readers of the Sun suppose that Baptist minis-
ters.of the present day are simpletous enough te describe their pro-
feasion in a court of justioe as that of “a candle of the Lord,”, nor
that vo honorable aud liberal an' American statesman as the  Hon.

i
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Rufus Choate would insult alarge body of his countrymen, inolu.
ding the Waylands,and the Malcolms, and the Judsons, by caRing
thewm “ dipt candles” Isit not time thas these slurs should cease?
Yours, respectfully,
J. Dewrixe.
REMARKS.

It is quite clear from the preceding—

1st. That the Baptists together with the Disciples are misrepre-
sented on the subject of baptism. We argue that the fact should
tend to induce candor among our Baptist friends when speaking of
the practice of Disciples relative to this ordinance.

2ad. That when erroneously represented, the Doctors and Seribes
of * the Baptist order,” Dr. Dowling not excepted, are unwilling
tamely and tacitly to permit these erroneous assertions to remain in
force. Why then call the Disciples pugilistie because the liberty is
taken to defend sacredly held principles against opposing hosts?

3rd. That baptism with the Baptists is precisely what it has been
~—not to introduce believers into the Lord's saved family, but “a
rite” or “a ceremony” for those who are in this fumily. Dr. Dow-
ling, we believe, is bitterly opposed to the Revision movement de-
signed to give the world a mere pure version of the seriptures ; but
why he should turn Reviser himself and make the Saviour say “ He
that believeth shall be saved” instead of « He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved” is beyond oar religious Algebra.

‘ D. 0.

ROMANISM IN ANERICA.

One of the most formidable dangers for Ameriea isto be found
in Romanism ; which, besides including all the evils of infidelity, has
some which are peculiar to itself.

It was a most favorable ordering of Divine Providence that Pro-
testanism should gain s0 extensive and permanent a feoting in
America, before Rome was permitted to make such effort to spread
her pestiferous heresies in that fair land. Itis only within some
twenty five orthirty years that the Roman Catholic Church bas be-
gan to exert much influence in the United states. At present there
are six Archbishops, twenty six Bishops, fourtsen hyndred Priests,
fifteen hundred Churches, four hundred and fifsy yonng men in semi-
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naries preparing for the priesthood, eleven or twelve colleges, s

large numberof female schools and nunneries, eight or ten newspa-
pers, and, including men, women, and children, about two millions
and a half of people who prefer the Romish Church. The increase
of late years has been rapid; butit has been an increase by emigra-
tion from Europe not by proselytism.

Rome finds the United Statea to be 2 hard field. There are a
thousand influences which give her trouble. Firss of all, thereis a
free press there, which isa great annoyance. Her followers are
continually reading what is more or less dangerous. In the next
place is there a freedom of speech on the subject of her claims, which
is also very dangerous. In the third place dispersed Romanistsin

| the rural districts, away from the visits of the priests are very like-
i 1y to imbibe ideas and opinions from the Protestants around them
' which sooner or later, subvert the pecularitiesof their faith. Roman

ists in the cities are also much exposed to Protestant influences, and
can easily escape the notice of the priests which those who live in

© the villages find more difficult to do. The influences just named

" lead many Romanists to fallaway, as Father Mullen said, in his
" letters to his fricnds in Ireland, less than two years since, after the
" had surveyed, during six months, the state of the Roman Catholic
:i Church in America, from New York to New Orleans. Father Mullen

|
i

.. supposes that there are not as many Roman Catholics in that coun-

try, by two millions, as there would be had they all remained in the

. bosom of Holy Mother Church, and their children after them, who
. were Roman Cathelics when they went to America. This is probably

an over-estimate by one-half. Still there certainly has been ar ¢aw-
ful falling away,’ and it is going on still!

The free Schools in America have troubled Rome very much, and
her Hierarchy have made violent oppositioa to them. At first they
called them sectarian, because the Bible was read in them. And

when they had succeeded in getting the Bible out of them, they :
pronounced them ¢ Godless.” Of late, their great effort has been to
get what they call ‘their share’ of the School moneys ; that is, a share |

proportionate to the number of their children, not to the amount which
they pay in the shape of taxes, in order that they may have Schools
of their own and teach in them such doctrines as they please. One
thing is certain, they would have in them no Bible at all. But they
have been defeated in these attempts in the States of New York,
Massachusetts, Ohio, Miohigan, Illinois, New Jersey, and Maryland.
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The most recent movement is that of.endeavouring to get laws
passed in the state.of New York, to be followed in other States with-
out doubt,—which would allow the Church property of descriptions
to be held by the Bishops and their successors. Bus this movement
has also, for the present at all events been defeated. In California,
the Roman Catholic Bishop has recently succeeded in getting the
Legislature, just as the session was terminating, to grant, on the
subject of schools what Rome has not been able to gain any where
else in the United States. But this triumph will be of short duration.
The president of thatnew State will hardly submit to such an indig-
nity. The author of all these wide-spread attempts of Rome to se-
cure advantages to herselfintriguing with legislators and politicians

1 is Archbishop Hughes of New York, an Irishman by Dbirth, a mae

of some talent, much cunning, and less wisdom: who has rightly

been called the Hildebrand of America. It ischeering to see that |

a spirit is evoked in the United states, which makes a most cffective
resistance to the attempts of Rome wherever scen. It will be hard
for her to hold her own in that land—much more to gain the ascen-

daney by proselytism. Within ten years, about twenty Protestant |

ministers in the United States have become Roman Catholies, inelud-
ing one Bithop: but they bhave all beer such as took ¢ Oxford’
{Puseyism) on the way. Although Rome ismaking desperate efforts
to triumph over Protestantism in America, and for this purpose the
Society of the Propaganda, the Leopold Society and other associa-
tions, send over more than £40,000 annually ; yet we have no fear
for the result.—ZLondon Quarterly Review.

For the Christian Banner.

REPENTANCE AND FAITII, OR
FALTILAND REPENTANCE.

I suppose that it is generally admitted by the leaders of the sects
that repentance and faith are necessary in order to salvation; but
they -are not agreed about what we are to understand by these
terms. There is also a strife about which of these should be first in
order. Some say that repentance should be first—others say faith
should befirst. The former generally call to their aid the words
of Jesus, ¢ Repent ye and believe the gospel? Marki 15, In the
May Number of the C}ristian Banner 1854, you took up this subject

ﬁage 121, and you seem to admit that repentance preceded faith dur-

P

T




ing the persenal ministry of Christ, butsia the following page, 122,
rection of Christ, and that faith then was before. repentance. As

Jesus was new to me, Lexamined your roasoning with some care, but
your remarks did not convince me that your views are correet. You
will observe that I do not say you are wrong, (for I am unwilling to
provoke a controversy with one who hassuch keen-edged weapons
as you generally keep beside you) I only mean to showmy objec.
tions to your views.

The reason you give for placing repentance before fa'th during
the persoral ministry of Christ, is, that the Jews were a corrupt
people, whose sinsand.traditions were without number, and that they
could not be expected to believe until they had repented. Very
well, I admit they were a corrupt people and needed repentance, but
whether before or after believing the gospel requires proof. But
were not Jews and Gentiles corrupt people, and had sins withou
number after the resurrection of Christ as well as baforo it ? Now
if repentance was required before faith, before the resurrection of
Christ because the people were corrupt, it-would scem to me that
thesame reason would still call for repentance first, as the people
seem to be as corrupt and beve as many sins after the resurrcetion
as they had before that period. )

But let us esamine how the writers of the New Testament view
the matter. Paul, some thirty years after tho resurrection of Christ
says in his address to the elders of Ephesus, that he had testified to
Jews and Greeks or Gentiles rep entance toward God and faith to-
warh our Lord Jesus Christ, Aets xx. 21. We find here Jews and
Gentiles placed upon a level ; wealso find repentance and faith in
the same order as in Mark i. 15, Again, when the writer to the He-
brews is enumerating in order the Christian doctrines, he'places re-
pentance before faith, Heb. vi. 1. Peter also cailed for repentance
first, Acts iil. 19. Paul also places repentance in the first of his
teacking, Acts xvii. 30. and xxvi. 20. Again, did not the Phillip-
ian jailor repent befure be believed in the Lord Jesus Christ 2 I
think so. Was not bis coming in trembling and falling down before
Paul and Silas asking what he should do to be saved marks of sincere
repentance 2 Piul secms to have thought so, for in answering the
jailor’s question he tells him to believe on the Lord Jesas Christ.
" Not a word about repentance. Now my dear brother Olipbant, I

you seem to-hold out that this order was reversed after the resur- |

this visw of reversing faith and repentance:after the resurrcction of |
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"1l to repeat that very instant. I cannot see how any one can believe
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. tending for victory over one another for the sake of victory, as we

think I have produced a body of evidence after the resurrection of
Christ, of repentance still before faith.

But after all this, the contention about whether repentance or
faith should be first in order seems to me to be striving about words
t0 no profit ; and I would respectfully ask those who contend for
‘repentance first, how long the sinner should continue in a repentant
or penitent state before he warranted or commauded to believe the
gospel?  Should he continue a year, a month, a week, or evea an
hour? And again, the question might be reversed for those who
contend for faith first, is the persoa to have faith for a month or &
week or an hour before he is commanded to repent? Answers to
these questions may perhaps cart some light upon this contested
point. Now it appears to me that the commands to repent and be-.
lieve the gospel come to the sinner in the samo breath, and as soon
a8 & person repents hLe is that very instant commanded to believe the
gospel, and as soon as any one beliéves the gospel he is commanded

the gospel.without repentance accompanying it, but I can see how a
person may repent, that is, bo distressed and even alarmed on ac-
count of his sins, without believing ‘the gospel. But I believe this
to be the effect of ignorance or false teaching. God now commands
all men every where to repent, Acts xvii. 30. No time for delay ;
and wherever the gospel is proclaimed, every oane who hears it is
commanded to believe it without delay. Now it is any humble belief
that the contention about whether faith or repentance should be first
in order, is either learned or unlearned nonsense, and that the time
-occapicd with this contention and strife should'be devoted to urging
upon the people the necessity of repentance toward God and faith
toward-our Lerd Jesus Christ.

The foregoing appears to me to be the scripture view, but I am will-
ing to be corrected, for we know butin part: Let us beware of con-

shall get no credit from either Giod or man for this.
' JanEs SiLrars.
River John, N. S., Jan. 16th,’55.

A WORD OF REVIEW ON REPENTANCE AND FAITH.

Mr Brorrer Sirars :—Opening the Number of the Christian
Baauer to which you refer, I find the following language relative to “
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the passage in the fist chap. of the narrative by Evangelist Mark:—

¥t isvery cheerfully granted that the message from the lips of
Christ, the twelve and the seventy, beginning at Galilee, first called
for repentance. This message was delivered to corrupt Israclites
whose traditions and sins were without number, and hence they

needed repentance and reformation according to their own law. Fhey ||

could not be expected to believe or confide in the announcement that
the long-promised kingdom was at hand, or be prepared for it, while
living in disobedience to the plain precepts of Moses. Heuce the
significance and suitableness of the message, ¢ Repent, and believe
the good tidings concerning the new kingdom, which is at hand.’

Before employing this language I make the remark, that—

The gospel which began to be preached from the province of Gal-
ilee, under the personal ministry of Jesus, was not the gospel which
began to be preached in Jerusalem after Jesus was crucified and ex-
alted ; and as it was not the samo gospel message it did not and
ocould not eall for the same things by way of obedicnoe.

Here you will perceive, brother Sillars, thas the ground of repen-
tance being called for first, was not because the Jews were great sin.
ners, but because they were great sinners againet their own lawgiver
whom they professedly acknowledged. The message of God by Mo-
ses was avowedly confided in by all Israel after the flesh, and-they
professed to be governed by what God had thusenjoined, But they

lived not according to what they had been taught. They became un-

faithful, disobedient, and corrupt. A return to their own law was
demanded by authority of heaven. Hence,ere they eould be prepar-
ed as sons of faithful Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob <o receive and
appreciate the joyful nows of the approaching reign of beawen, they
meeded repentance—not repentance called for by a new message, but
repentance demauded by the message ministered to them by lawgiver

Moses. The two messages or the two gospels announced by [mmer- |}

ser John and by Jesus, were preparatory mnessages or gospels. These
gospels were not designed for, and were never preached to, any peo-
ple-on earth except to the sons of Israel who had acknowledge Moses
and the law he defivered in God’s pame. And as they already ac-
knowledged or believed in Moses, but were unfaithful, they were
called upon to repent of their sins as Jews, or if you please their
Jewish sins. Without this first, they were both uuprepared to con-
fide in farther developements-of heaven's favor aud uanworthy of the
message which was being delivered to them.

But jt is necessary to remark that the repentance and faith ealled
for by the Lord during his personal ministry were not at all like

t
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what were called for when the gospel of the new dispensation was
aonounced. The repentance re:v:-2d of Israclites was an obedience
of Moscs—n turning from their v:aditionary corruptions to the law
God gave them. The faith then necessary was simply a confiding
in the announcemont that the long cxpected reign of heaven was
near at band. We all kuow, my brother, that the gospel preached
in Christ's name from Pentecost till tie present moment calls not
for such repentance and calls not for’ such faith. And if you will
+ allow me to say it, the Jewish repentance referred to, stood right up
between two faiths, or faith in two messages—the message delivered
by God through Moses and the message coucerning the spéedy
“reign of Messiah delivered by the seventy and the Loxd Jesus before
he was glorificd.

A word now upon faith and repentance since the gospel has been
preached that Christ died, rose again, and reigns a Prince and Sav-
four, and that remission of sins is onfy through his name. This was
‘ and is a new message. It was new to Jew and Gentile. Itwas nev-

er aunounced until the hallowed voice of twelve apostles declared it
when the Holy Spirit rushed down-from heaven upon them. The
first thing therefore that the primitive preachers did in refercuce to

men every where to rrrorn"—was to lay before the people the re-

quisite testimonies relative to Jesug, his true character, his mission,

and his claitns ; and we fail to sce how it was then or is now among

the possibles for any man, Jew or Gentile, bondman or freeman, to

move of® step in obedience of the new message until the evidences

concerning the Lord Messinh were acknowledged, ory which is the
+game thing, believed.

But happily this question is to be settled, not by potionals or ra-
tionals, but by inspired history. Did the hearers who were conver-
ted Ly the primitive preachers believe first or repent first 2 . To put
the query in another form, Did they believe in Christ Jesus and turn
from their sins, or did they turn from their sinsand then believe in
Jesus?  On the oceasion of the first preaching, « when the day of
Pentecost was fully come,” it was after the people heard the new
message and reccived it as true that they were told to repent.
Preaching the same gospel in the same city, Acts, jii, it is after she

| apostlelaid before the people the requisite tcstxmonxes to_produce
| conviction, mentioning too that the-cripple man had been cured by
faith in Jesus, that he.asks them torepent. If farther proof he re-

this new order of things—this new message which called upon “all |
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- God commands all men everywhere to repent, he alludes not at all

. how we regard the order—whether faith first or repentance first?

quifed that they were convineed by these testimonies, and hence be--
lieved before they were called on to repent, the proof is found in
Acts iv. 4, the language referring to the same audience. The next
distinct example is that of Philip's hearers in Samaria. They give
heed to his testimony, and when they believe, they turn to the Lord
or do the things which come after faith that the gospel requires. Do
we need farther evidence on this topic?

Out of several other passages to which yon eall attention, I scleet
one or two as a sample of how all would be disposed of provided all
were reviewed. Here I will accept from you by way of preface a |
very pretty and useful sentiment found in your article on the law.
It was suggested that great mistakes were made by assuming that
the term law always signified the same thing. I add, asan appendix
to this veritable exprossion, that the same kind of error is vommit-
ted by taking for granted that the term repentance in the oracles
means the same thing wherever it occurs. hen Paul says that

to repentanceasa single item, but it is put for the entire gospel
renovation, as if he had said, God commands all men by the gospel
to reform their lives and live to him. Doth faith and repentance we
find used in thig general or wholesale seuse. Paul preached the
faith he once destroyed—referring to the whole dogtrine of the new
kingdom. Again,the apostle in speaking of “repentance toward God
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” is not addressing sinuers and
teaching them the obedience of the gospel or alluding to the erder of
faith and repentance; but he is recounting to hisbrethren his Jubors
and.his generil work asa workman for the Lord, pleading for the
reformation of men in their worship, and faith in Christ Jesus as the
ground of that reformation.

Now suffer me, ere concluding, my devoted brother, to ask you s

question. How is it that you produce a body of evidence in favor of
repentance before faith, and then announce that it is not important

For my own part,let me say in frankness, I would as soon expect a
farmer to raise his crop and then sow the seed to produce it, as to
look for Christian repentance, Christian baptiym, or one Christian
act before faith in the Lord Messiah. . -,
- True,’you make twinsof faith and repentance and always expect to
find them in.company. This cortainly is fac better than therelation- |
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ship ascribed to them by the Doctors and Scribes of this generation
who make repentance in some sort & preparation for faith.

I mayadd, that it-strikes me we are not so far apart s we appear
to beat first view. The difference, I am disposed tv conclude, is more
in our use of terms than a disagreemexnt as it respeets things. For
exawmple,if you and I both defined repentance to be, not merely dis.
tress or sorrow on account of sin, but a resolution, founded on an ap-
preciation of the gospel, to forsake sin, and an actual turning from
sin, we could not if we tried disagree about the order of repentance
—that it could not in any case precede faith in the Redeemer of men.

Affectionately your krother,
D. Ovrreraxt.

THE CHURCHES OF ENGLAND AND ROME COMPARED.

To the Editor of the Christian Banner:

Sir,~That the Christian religion is founded on a rock, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against her, is a sentiment, the truth
of which every believer in the Bible most willingly acknowledges.
It was the declaration of its author and finisher, and from his dicision
there is to the Christian noappeal ; other expressions confirmatory
of the same opinion, also proceeded from the lips of the Saviour.
My kingdom is not of this world, if my kingdom were of this world
then would my servants fight; but now my kingdom is not from
hence,” 1In this passage any alliance with the civil power of any

.nation is distinctly disclaimed. The kingdom of the Sons of God—
that kingdom which is righteousness, and peace, and joy, was not to
Dbe advanced by the policy of earthly rulers, nor were its principles to
be disseminated in consequence of the protection of worldly govern-
ments. Clrist's empire wes indeed to become universal, but it was
to‘be the empire of rcason not: of force ;“not of despotism over con-
science; mot of the prostration of the understanding and will before
an earth-born hierarchy. Christ's kingdom was not to come with ob-
gervation, with pomp, and ceremony, and show : He was to reign in
the eoul, and to govern the affections and thoughts of his disciples.
The unbeliever was zot to be turned from the error of his way, by
the use of the brand, or the employment of the faggot; the cen-
sures of pontifical or kingly, or synodical authority, were no¢ author-
ized meansin deterring human beings from enquiry.—Directly op-
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posed tosuch iniquitous assumptions is the entire language and
conduct of the author of Clristianity. The inflexible defender of
the people’s rights against the claims of the scribe, and the priest,
and the puarisee—of him who was emphatically the poor man's
friend. These declarations harmonizing as they do with the voice
of nature, and the teachings of reason, are the charter of the liberty
of the children of God; they are the Christian’s frechold of rejoicing,
both to himself and his heirs forever. Conscience is amenable to no
humax law, noris it cognisable by any human tribuval. Though all
carnal weapons in the propagation of truth be denied to the christian
by the express commandments of that law be revers and obeys, yet
has Lie the far superior instruments, ¢ etherial tempered,” of argu-
ment, persuasion and seripture ; and he has for his encouragement
the assuranco of an Apostle, that these will prove mighty in des-
troying the strongholds of error.

Such do we conceive to be the viely which Christianity exhibits of
that freedom from domination in matters of religion, in which the
disciples were carnestly exhorted to stand fast ; no more to be en-
tangled in the yoke of bondage, but to be strong, avd to guit them-
selves like men, were the exhortations which the Apostles addressed
to the first christian disciples. And whilst these sentiments and
feelings prevailed in the minds and hearts of the followers of Him
who came to * preach deliverance to the Captives”—then the gos-
pel went forth conquering and to conquer. It was not the sight of
the triple crown, nor the command of an earthly potentate that
caused the triumphant success of the gospel! No. It was some-
thing more commanding. It was not the purple, and the fine linen,
nor the flowing robes, nor the lawn sleeved arm of the lordly prelate
which converted the 3000 on the day of Pentecost, which made Fe-
lix tremble and Agrippa almost persuaded—it was something more
potent. Scarlet and gold would no$ have won their. homage ; for
theyleft both the temple of Diana, and the crafty and the interested
shrine maker. I contend then that dominion over faith, In exacting
which the churches of England and Rome are most cordially agreed,
is the most absurd and impious claim-everadvanced by man—absurd
because it is impossible to obtain it—impious, because it subverts
that very principle on which religion can alone be founded. Thisis
the true reason for dissent from the church of Rome, and her daugh.
ter—the church of England; and it would be as solid a reason
against any state church, however liberal in profession it might seem.

it
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The churches of England snd Rome, have a different head from
the true ehurch of Christ. The first is built upon humaa traditions,
and the decisions of general Councils,—his ¢ Holiness the Pope,”
as supreme head,being the chief corner stone. And as to the chiurch
of England, shat is erected upon the authority of Acts of the British
Parliament, and the canons of convoeations—His or her Majesty for
the timnc being, as © defender of the faith,” the head of the corner.
Aud truly a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, have both been
to numbers. The authority of the Pope of Rome was indeed great. .
Tt extended to every part of his vast spiritual empire ; whom he de.
posed were to be cast into outer darkness. The thunders of his
excommunications were no trifles; they were not once to Europe as
they are in many portions of it now, mere sound and fury signifying
nothing. They often terminated in the destruction of property and
life. The supremacy formerly exercised by the Pope in England,
was taken from him by King Harry, * The Wife Killer :” and con-
ferred upon hiwmself by a master stroke in politics. The title “de-
fender of the faith” is-a Popish title. Henry the eighth first bore
it; and on him it was bestowed by the head of the “ Mother of abom-
inations,” for baving written & work against Martia Luther in de-
fence of Popery. The standard of schism and of rebellion to "the
Roman Pontiff, was rcared by Henry, and such is the origin of the
church of England. The authority which the Pope once possessed
was’ transferred to the King. He was the Pope of the English
chureh for the time being. Henry el"hth sent forth the six articles of
religion which were to be believed, afterwards additional ones were
promulgatéd. King Edward increased them %o forty-two. ¥ Good
Queen Bess” added eleven more, and then reduced them to zhirty-
nine ! aund even these as they are now printed, it is said, are differ-
ent in some particulars from those really agreed on in 1562, as may
bé seen from the original manuseripts in Corpus-Christi College,
Cambridge. Queen Elizabeth set her single will in opposition to
the earnest desires of nearly the whole body of the Clergy in the
case of Whiston the Arian. Nor need we refer so far back for an
instance to show that even customary prayers msy be dispensed
with, if the object for whom intercession ought to be made is obnox-
ious to the Royal head of the church. The Queen Caroline is a case
§npoint. It matters not to the argument whether the said individ-
ual was guilty or not of the crimes alleged against her. If she.was
{1 guilty the more nesd she had for the prayers of the Christian; at
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any rate, it was truly degrading that a people showld be debarred
by the fiat of ‘a uortal from pouring forth their interessjons. King-
ly power in this church is mere than nominal, it is- anti-christian.
The churches of England and Itome agree very gencrally in their
creeds, their doctrines. and other liturgies ; transubstantiatioh, eon-
fession, and absolution, are three distinguishing traits in the featuves
of the mothor; and transubstantiation or something very like it,
called cousubstantiation, confession, and absolusion, can be clearly
traced: in the lineaments of her dsughter—the church of England.
The two agree gencrally in their rites and ceremonies; their move-
able feasts, and holidays,—their fixed foasts, andi holidays—their
days of fasting—Similar terms are employed by both ; there is
Curistmas and Lent, and Passiun week, and smany, many other anti-
scriptural names. The Episoopalian churches retain the names giv-
en to them by their former Romanist porsessors. The vestments of
the Clergy are much alike~the flowing robe, and the lawn sleeved
arm ; the white and black gown; the scarlet sash and silk apron,
these and many others only prove her Popish origin,
A BisLe Cupistian,

THEOLOGY AGAINST LEARNING AND LEARNING AGAINST mnomer.

Miss Antoinette L. Brown is a lady of reputation tbrou«hont
Awcrica. The title # Rev}" is freqnemly placed before her name,
for she glories not only in.lecturing en temperance and advoeating
what are called.  Woman’s Rights,” but she stands as one of the
ordained to preach and teach as the science of thoology dictates andi
approves,

Brother Lowell, of South Butler, New York, in making a state-
ment to the effect that the word « for" standing before “ remission”
in Aets ii. 88, was the same Greek word , as the word © for” before
“remission” in Matt. xxvi. 28, was encountered by a learned
friend of the #Rev.” Antoinette Brown. Miss Brown was then
ministering in South Butler, and brother Lowell, desxrone of testing
"those who opposed him, and at the same time auxious that truth
"should be honored, wrote » note to' the “Rew” Lady—a topy of
which way be scen as follows:

Miss Amm\n"m L. Brown: Isthe word “for,” standing before
remission in Acts ii. 38, from the same Greek word as the word ’
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4 for" standing betore remission in Matt. xxvi. 28?2 Are these two
“ fors” the same word in the Greek Testament ?
Please answer yes, or no,and sign your name to it, and return
this note by the bearer and oblige,
Yours, &e.,
J. I. LoweLw.
To the preceding a reply was returned in these words—
Mi1ss Brown's ANSWER.
They are not the same. One is gar, the other ets.
ArorNerte L. Brown,
After receiving the above auswer, brother Lowell wrote off three
copies of the note sent to Antoinette Brown, and forwarded them to
the Professors of Ancient Languages in three Colleges. Their re-
plies are in the language which follows:—

Hamizton CorLEcE, Nov. 5, 1853.
Mr. J I LoweLr—Dear Sz :—In the two passages to which
your rote of the 3rd inst. refers, the original Greek for the expres-
sion © for the remission of sins,” is the same precisely. Itisin
both cases— Eis aphesin amartivon—the preposition efs (¢is) gener
ally expresses motion towards an object, and is rendecred by © to

‘unto’ &c. As used in these passages it seems to indicate a pur- |
pose, aim, or intention. And might be rendered ¢ In order to the '

remission of 8ins.” The same preposition is used in Luke 22,19’
& Do this in order to my remembrance” ¢zs (cis) is also used in Mats,
8, 4,  for a testimony unto them.”

Yours, truly,

Epwarp NorTH.

. . Hosarr CoLLecE, Nov. 7,1853.

Dear Sir :—The word translated « for,” stauding before remis,
sionin Aects 2, 33, is the same Greek word as the word rendered
t for” in Matt. 26, 28. The Greck word is— eis"—/cis, in both in.
stances, and mcans “the end or purposc of an action”—that for
which a thing is done.

In both instances itis followed by the same words, with an ideati-
ty of construction and meaning, and cannot be more literally ren-
dered—* for the remission of sins.”

I am respectfully, yours,
K. Mercavr,
Prof. Languages.
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Unton CoLrecE, Now: 7, 1853.
Dear Sir :—The word rendered for, both in Matt: 26,28, aad
Acts 2, 38, is the Greek proposition ¢is. Tn both places it has, in
my opinion, the meaning of purpose, object, aim, §c. The mode of
expression is'a Hebraism, although it ocours in classical Greek. In
.| both the cases you refer to, the remussion of sins is the aim—the
;; thing bad in view, and which gives significance to the act, whether
| actually secured by it or. not.
Yours, with respect,
Tavror Lewis.
J. I LoweLL.
These testimonies are valuable. When the-note to Miss Brown=—
{ ber reply—these notes from the Professors—and accompanying |
;: comments came out in tract form,about the beginning of last year,
‘| our lady preacher was not 30 well pleased. Pen, ink, and paper be-
.1 ing availuble, she wrotea letter to the paper “ Progressive Chris-
i1 tian” explanatory of her position. That letter is before us, and if it
! did the least eredit to Miss Brown’s‘mentals or spirituals we should
lay it before our readers. Asitis—let it pass.
D. 0.

POLITIGS AND RELIGION.

We lave no doubt that a rigorous landiord, having sharked ittall:
the week serewing and gripping among his tenants would be better
plaased on Sunday, to doze through an able Gospel sermon on divine
mysteries than to be kept awake by a practical sermon that might |
treat of the duties of a christian landlord. A broker who has gam-
bled on a: magnificent scalo all the weck does not go to church to
have his practical swindling analyzed and measured by the * New
Testament” spirit. Catechisms is-what he wants, doctrine is to his
taste. A merchant, whose last bals of smuggled goods was safely
- stored on Satarday night, and hLis brother merchant who, on thay
i same day, swore a false invoice through the custom-house ; they go
.} to churcit to- hear a zermon on faith, on-angels, on the: resurrection.
| They liave: nothing invested in those subjects; they expect the
minister to be bold and-orthodox.  But if he wants respectable mer-
.| chants to pay ample pew rents; let him not vulgarize the pulpit by
introducing commercial subjects.

<
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“They wish to do just what they please for sis long days. Thenstep- |,
1

A rich christian brother owns largely in a distillery, and is clam.
arous about letting down the pulpitto the vulgarity of tcmperance
crmons. Another man buys tax-t.ntles, and nosesaboutall the weck
to see who can be slipped out of a neglected Iot. A mechanic who
plies his eraft with the unserupulous appliance of every meaus that
will win, ke, too, wants  doctrine” on the Sabbath,not these secular
questions. Men wish two departments in life—the sccular and the
religious.  Between them a high wall and opaque is to be built. |

ping on the other side of the wall, they wish the minicter to assuage
their fears, to comfort their conscience, and furnish them a clear o
ticket and insurance for heavea. By such = shrewd managements |

i

i our modern financiers are determined to show that a ehristian can

serve two masters, both God and Mammon, at the same time.—Ilenry
Ward Deccler. .
—_———

Larerary Prepaxtry.— Oue of the best hits we have seen for many

a day at the corruption of style in some of our modern works we
met lately in an English publication. The writer gives it as a spe- .
cimen of the dialect of a certain literary geatleman of high pulpit N
position in London. Itisa translation, after his manuer of speech, N
of the 23rd psalm :—

& Diety is my pastor; T shall not bz indigent. e maketh me to
recumb on the verdant lawns ; he Jeadeth me beside the uurippled |
liquidities ; he re-enstalleth my spirits, condueteth me in the aven-
ues of rectitude tor the celebrity of his aypcllations. Unguestionably
tivugh I perambulate the glen of the umbrages of the sepulchral
dormitories, I will not be perturbed by appalling eatastrophes : for o
thou art present. Thy wand aud thy crook iusinuate delectation.

¢ Thou spreadest a refection before me in the midst of intinieal

scrutations. Thou perfumest my locks with odoriferous unrvm,uts ;
my chalice exuberates.

 Indurable benigoity and commisseration shall continue all the
diuternity ofmy vitality, and I will enternalize my habitance withiu .
the metre of nature.”

Inrerestine Revic.—~The chiarch and the doors of the church upon
which Luther hung up bis 95 propositions against the church of :
Rome, are still in existence. Tle altar has been removed, and the
Palpit from which Luther often preached iserectedin its place. The .,
bodies of Luther and Melaucthon are buried within the cburch. i§
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THE ALTAR AND THE SWORD.

¢ T point with ;zppi'oval and pride to the motto of those Orange-
men who, with one hand grasping the Bible and the other grasping
the sword, were prepared to say—by that Bible we live aud in its
faith we hope to die—and by that sword we are prepared ever to
maintain inviolate the Altar aud the Throne."—Spewch of the Hon.
J. L1 Cameron aé the late Orunge Suiree, .

The quotation we give, as above, from the Ifon. J. EL. Cameron,
was received with cheers by the late Social Assemblyin St. Law-
rence IZall as highly consomant with enlightened patriotism and
christianity. Whatever may be the funetions of the Civil Magistrate
in theuse of the sword in the maintenance of law and order, it is
mor than questionable that it may be legitimately employed in
maintaining inviolate the Christian Religion, symbolized in the
speech by < the Altar” There is authority and peculiar signifi-
cance iu the command—* Put up thy sword iuto its place, for all
they that <ake the sword shall perish with the sword.”"—Ezaminer.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Brother Belding, during his labors at South Batler, N. Y., induced
sixty seven to gather round the standard of the great King. The
il brethren were wmuch refreshed by hislabours.  He was hard at work
.l in New York city the last time we heard of him. )

°  Wae sce by a lJate Numbher of the Christizn Age reports of some
I two hundred aad forty editions to the number of the saved.

i D. 0.

i Tas Mapiar Acarx—A beloved missionary friend writes to us in

" a private letter dated at Gieneva :—* We travel hence to Marscilles,
in company with those dear servants of the Lord, Francesco and Rosa
Madiai, with whom we have become much acquaiuted, aud whose
i sweet humility, after all the noise that has been made about them, is
'as delightful as their faith and patience under sufferings were re-
markable. They do not speak of their trials, unless questioned about
them ; but have much to say of the Lord's geodness. They always
pray for the Grand Duke, and seem to have no feeling of ill-will to-
wards any of their persecutors. They are feeble in health, the con-
sequence of their sufferings in prison, but strong in faith, and full of
’ gealin doing good. Francesco gets hold of every Italian he can find
|

e e s e

and tries to lead him to Christ”—N. Y. Qbserver.
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XORE GOOD' NEWS..

Brother Sheppard, of Dorchester, in a letter just received, says—
% I am happy to informr you that our body here is enjoying the-great
blessings of union, harmeay, and peace.—We have had seven addi- !
tions to the church within the last six months.—We are striving to |
enlarge the field of our operations in the spread of the gospel. In
addition to preaching in the Wost among our staunch co.operators,
the Scotch Baptists, I now hol@ regular meetings in Sparta village,
Temperanceville, and on Talbot Street, four miles fonxSt. Thomas.
From theattendance and attentivn at the mecetings, we hope for
i| great good.”

A PerTinest RepLy.—A olergyman once travelling in a stage |
coach, was asked by one of the passengers if he thought that pious |
;| heathens-would go to heaven. “ Sir,” answered the clergyman, «T '
 am not appoiated jndge of the world. and consequently cannot tell ; -
but if ever you get to heaven, you shall find them there, or a good |

reason why they are not.”
———————

IFAW u in our next.
PR

Tue Tork anp THE JEW.—An influcntial Jew of Paris recently
bad an audience with the Sultan, who told him that all the privileges |
and immunities hitherto granted to the Christians, were to be extend-
cd to the Jews of Turkey, as he could not suffer the stightest differ. :
ence to exist between the non-Mussulman subjects of his cmpire.

Contewrt oF T Pore-~The Pope of Rome:recently excommu.
nicated the President of the Republic of Honduras. When the bull |’
was received in Honduras, the Presidentsummoned an immense con-
course of people, after reading the document to them. rammed itinto ;'
a cannon with his own- hand; pointed the picce towards Rome, and
fired it off.

Friexos of THE Cimtstian Baxxer who lave enabled us to put i
botween 50:and 60 new names on our sabsoription list, within a fow
weeks, will pleasc wait patiently for their rewand.

D. O

§3The Christian Banner from Javuary can still be sapplied to !
new subscibers, and orders tlizre‘ore are yet in time. i




