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PREFACE
PV

This volume is a compilation of the final records (PVs) of 
the Conference on Disarmament during its 1991 session relating to 
Chemical Weapons. It has been compiled and edited to facilitate 
discussions and research on this issue.
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CD/PV.577
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(The President)

"The Conference on Disarmament has an important role to play in
United Nations' ability to deal with the multifaceted

Yourstrengthening the 
challenges we will face as we 
agenda remains relevant and rich in potential, 
collective wisdom and the momentum generated by recent positive

in the world at large will enable the Conference to produce
There is a wealth of experience and 

The successful conclusion of your

move into the twenty-first century.
I am optimistic that your

developments
genuine and viable agreements.
expertise that can be put to use. , .negotiations aimed at a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons would be a 
particularly notable achievement. We in Sri Lanka eagerly await the 
realization of such a convention.

CD/PV.577
6

(Mt*i - Secretary-General of the Conference and
Personal Representative of the Secretary-General ûf 
fh» United Nations)

"Another priority is the completion of negotiations 
comprehensive chemical weapons convention. The urgency of finalizing 
this work was emphasized once again by the international community at the 

session of the General Assembly, and has been underlined further by
Universal adherence to an effective ban could

on a

last
events in the Gulf region. _best be ensured through a global, comprehensive and non-discriminatory 

I strongly believe that all necessary conditions have been
There is incalculable danger inconvention.

met to achieve a balanced compromise, 
allowing the existing political momentum to lapse through tardy action. 
Every effort must be made to step up negotiations and constructively 
address the fundamental political issues which stand in the way of

CD/PV.577
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-Cptwiml nf the Conference and 
of the Secretary General of(Mr. Komatina. Secretary

Personal Representative 
the United Nations)

decisive impetus toThe time has come, in my opinion, to give a
the convention through a meeting at the

settling all the remaining points of
success.
the Conference's work on 
ministerial level with a view to
concern.
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(Mr«. Thunritt. Sweden)

A lesson to be learned from the military build-up in the region is that 
thé international arms trade has to be limited. International control of all 

trade is urgently called for. All States, both arms exporters and 
importers, must comply with such control. Another lesson to be learned from 
the acute menace of chemical warfare is that chemical weapons must be 
destroyed once and for all and that a total ban on chemical "«pons be
concluded urgently. Considerable progress has been made in the past year. 
However, the political breakthrough continues to elude us. It must come now.
The world cannot wait any longer.

CD/PV.577
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Mr. MARIN BOSCH (Mexico) (translated from Spanish!I
During last year the question of a comprehensive nuclear test ban was 

examined in detail by the international community. Here, it was at last 
possible to re-establish the Ad Hoc Committee on this priority item and in the 
General Assembly there were extensive consultations aimed at merging the 
two texts that have been adopted year after year. Moreover, at the fourth NPT 
review conference the item was the subject of intense discussions and over the 
past two weeks the Moscow Treaty Amendment Conference examined in detail 
several aspects of the question, including that of the verification of a 
comprehensive test ban. On the other hand, in 1990 it was not possible to 
advance substantially towards the conclusion of a convention on the 
elimination of chemical weapons, notwithstanding continual meetings of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on the matter and the persevering efforts of its Chairman, 
Ambassador Hyltenius of Sweden.

CD/PV.577
17

(Mr. Marin Boach. Mexico)

Let us re-establish the ad hoc conmittees on all our agenda items at once, 
avoiding an unnecessary waste of time. And let us give clear proof o 
political will by giving them negotiating mandates. That is why this y 
created and that is why we are here.
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(Mr. de Rivero. Peru)

First of all, it is easy to perceive the growing lack of correspondence
It is notbetween the items on its agenda and certain regional priorities, 

that the agenda has become obsolete, but there has clearly been a weakening in 
the original political will that inspired its members to negotiate disarmament 
measures under the eight main items, 
paralysis of the Conference in dealing with most of its items, as well as the 
unforeseeable complication of negotiating on such an urgent issue as the total 
banning and destruction of chemical weapons.

This accounts for the recurrent

CD/PV.577
20

(Mr. A* Rivero. Peru)

co-ordint*on°between Statesmen for a -ill and « th^t «0 be^-d -ere
good intentions. New political conditions must be created that will make 
possible for a treaty on the total prohibition of nuclear tests once and for 
all to be negotiated as rapidly as possible. But this should be viewe 
process to be pursued in parallel with and not in conflict with t * ^
of the extension of the NPT, bearing in mind that the fate of the NP Y 
1995 will depend on how all its provisions have been respected. It is tnis 
constructive spirit and quest for consensus that should inspire the Conference 
rSisa™mentPto include in the mandate of the MJtot Committee on Chemical 
Weapons the prohibition of use of all forms of these weapons of mass 
destruction. From the time that the prohibition of the use of force a 
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, there has been no place in

CD/PV.577
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(Mr. de Rivero. Peru)

The only exception to thisinternational law for the right to reprisals, 
principle is self-defence, which is provided for in Article 51 of the Charter,

It is to be hoped that this year the
the basis of the norms laidon the terms that are stated therein, 

scope of the future convention will be defined on 
down in the Charter of the United Nations.

It is my hope that this year the Conference on Disarmament can provide 
the international community with specific results from its negotiations. The 
Gulf war places us under an obligation to achieve the virtual finalization of 
the convention on the total prohibition of chemical weapons. In this context 
I wish Ambassador Batsanov, who is to assume the chairmanship of the 
Ad Hoc Committee, every success, and I offer him the full co-operation of my 
delegation.
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The PRESIDENT:
I should like to informtha"°the "reDor^of "the Ad "hoc Remittee o^ Chemical Weaoons, covering its 

inter-sessional'^work, will BT^Uable as dœument CD/1046 for our next
olenarv meetina on Thursday. On that occasion, the Chairman of the |-----
Committee, Ambassador Hvltenius of Sweden, will Februarv
following olenarv meetina of the Conference, to be held on 7 February, 
invite the Conference to adoot the reoort contained in document CD/1046.
rnnnection with the re-establishment of the Ad hoc Committee, which was connection with otlotttv mtte[ ln uFT^rt on the 1990 session, I .»

its future mandate. I do hooe that it will be
establishment of this subsidiary body,

oroceed without delay.

■ • •

I shall

recommended to us as a 
continuing rov consultations on 
Dossible for us to agree soon on the re- 
so that negotiations on the "rolling text" can

CD/PV.580
2

Mr. HYLTENIUS (Sweden): I have the honour today to introduce the report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons (CD/1046).

As you will recall, the Conference decided at the last meeting of the 
summer part of its session that the Ad Hoc Committee should hold open-ended 
consultations from 26 November to 21 December 1990, followed by a session of 
limited duration during the period 8 to 18 January 1991. As a result of this 
inter-sessional work the earlier report submitted to the Conference in August 
last year (contained in document CD/1033) has been considerably amended. 
Several new documents have been drafted, and parts of the earlier text have 
been moved from appendix II to appendix I and thus now form part of the 
so-called "rolling text". Moreover, the part of the "rolling text" containing 
the articles of the convention has been edited to make it more consistent and 
readable.

In 1990 the political issues involved in the drafting of the future 
convention were addressed to a much greater extent than before. This was done 
in a number of ways. The most comprehensive effort took place in the 
open-ended consultations on undiainished security and universal adherence. A 
convention of this magnitude cannot be dealt with only on a piecemeal basis.
It is necessary also to have an overview of the political context and the 
component parts in their interrelationship. It became clear from the 
consultations that the convention must be effective and non-discriminatory in 
order to be sufficiently attractive. It must be considered an advantage to 
become a party to the convention. Correspondingly, it must be unattractive to 
stay outside. I believe that the open-ended consultations on these matters 
have increased understanding of the issues involved and thereby prepared the 
ground for final agreement on them. It bias also opened a discussion on what 
can be done at this stage to promote widest possible adherence to the 
convention by means of declarations of intent, regional initiatives, etc.

My summary of the open-ended consultations on undiminished security and 
universal adherence is contained in appendix II to the Committee's report. 
this context I note with particular satisfaction the increased number of

In



From Working Group A 
investigations of alleged

we have received a new and final text on 
use of chemical weapons, which is harmonized with 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations and is
In addition,the procedures available 

now included in the ___  __ on inspection procedures.
painstaking work has been done in Working Group A, which has resulted in 
readable and, most importantly, implementable verification provisions in the 

to articles IV and V. These provisions and similar provisions in the 
to article VI have, furthermore, been harmonized with provisions in

I wish to thank Mr. Sahbaz for his
annexes 
annexes
the protocol on inspection procedures, 
contributions to these important results. ..

Working Group B has been able to incorporate into the "rolling text a 
complete order of destruction for chemical weapons as well as for chemical 
weapons production facilities. I would like to recall that before the 1990 
session this was considered by representatives from all groups as one of the

CD/PV.580
3

(Mr. Hvltenius. Sweden)

Disarmament which are participating in thenon-members of the Conference onThis bodes well for the prospects of future adherence to the
The regional initiatives undertaken and planned are othernegotiations. 

convention. _examples of constructive contributions to these endeavours.
In this past year we have also worked very actively on verification 

issues. Apart from the active consideration of these issues in one of the 
Working Groups, which led to some important concrete results and to which I 
shall revert in a minute, a determined effort was made to come to grips with 
the problem of challenge verification, or - as I would prefer to name it - 
inspection on request. I presented a draft article IX, which was welcomed by 
a large number of delegations and extensively and intensively discussed. It 
did not prove possible, however, to agree on the article. It would, of

have been a great achievement to settle this long-standing political
of the convention, but in my view there is

The remaining problems are 
This is a stage we must

course,
problem relating to a cornerstone

to be too discouraged by this situation. 
known and understood by all delegations.no reason 

now bettergo through in order to achieve the convention.
In this connection it is interesting to note the efforts made in trial 

inspections on request to illustrate the problems encountered and find 
solutions to them. The Committee will in fact be in a better position than 
before to resolve this issue when it comes under renewed consideration.

The open-ended consultations on the Executive Council seemed by and large 
viability of the existing provisions in appendix I, whereas it 

issues of the composition and decision-making procedures ofto confirm the 
appeared that the 
the Council were not yet ripe for solution.

Besides the complete treatment of major political hard-core issues that I 
have just outlined, considerable progress has been made on various issues 
which are now reflected in the new "rolling text". The disappointment over

few key issues must not obscure the considerable 
made in the three Working Groups and by the Friendsthe lack of agreement on a 

and concrete achievements 
of the Chair.

O 
rt
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(Mr. Hvltenius. Sweden)

It has now been overcome, and I especially thank
Working Group B hasmain outstanding hurdles.

Mr. Meerburg for his inventiveness and a good job done, 
also been able to elaborate further the schedules in the annex on chemicals, 
and to finalize the modalities for revision of schedules and guidelines. 
Moreover, considerable progress has been made on the issue of thresholds. 
Extremely useful material on low concentrations and on the "captive use of 
listed chemicals has also been incorporated into appendix II.

Working Group C has made much headway on issues that were considered by 
most of us as major outstanding problems. We are particularly indebted to 
Dr. Krutzsch for his perseverance and enthusiasm. While the solutions to the 
issues of amendments, settlement of disputes and measures to redress a 
situation and to ensure compliance, including sanctions now incorporated into 
appendix I have not been finally elaborated, each of them constitutes a 
breakthrough not only technically but also politically. Finally, the material 
on "Financial aspects of the Organization" now in appendix II constitutes a 
valuable new basis for further work on an issue that is of major concern.

The open-ended consultations on article X (Assistance and protection 
against chemical weapons) continued during the inter-sessional period..
Further progress was made, and it is my opinion that agreement is within 
reach on this important article. A Chairman's paper (CD/CW/WP.324) was 
issued as a basis for continued work. I am very grateful indeed to 
Ambassador Garcia Moritin of Argentina and his deputy, Mr. Parini, for the 

constructive and promising work undertaken on this issue.

Article XI is in my opinion another important part of the convention. I 
have conducted private consultations on this article during the whole year, 
and during the inter-sessional period I also held open-ended consultations on 
the matter. There is still no agreement on this, but the number of 
delegations which have reservations about including the draft text on the 
article in appendix I have diminished considerably.

The problem of old chemical weapons is now better analysed than before, 
but its solution still eludes us. I have the impression that further contacts 
on a bilateral basis between some of the countries particularly concerned will 
be necessary before it is possible to find an appropriate and generally 
acceptable solution in the multilateral context. I am most grateful to 
Ambassador Morel for his efforts and contributions as a Friend of the Chair in 
this difficult field. The outcome of the work on this matter is reflected in 
appendix II.

I am pleased to report that the problem of jurisdiction and control has 
been brought much closer to solution this year. A new text on "General 
undertakings" in article VII has been included in appendix I. A few 
references to this concept remain in the "rolling text", but I am convinced 
that they can be addressed without too much difficulty now that the general 
undertakings have been agreed. This is due to the energetic work done by 
Ambassador Reese and Mr. Morris of Australia, who conducted consultations on 
this issue on my behalf. I wish to express my warm thanks for their 
successful endeavours.

very
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(Mr. Hvltenius. Sweden)

the efforts this year to addressAlthough great emphasis has been put on 
the political issues, this does not mean that the technical questions have 
been neglected. I have already reported on the work and the important results 
achieved in Working Group B. In addition, several technical problems have 
been dealt with in the Technical Group on Instrumentation under the able 
Chairmanship of Dr. Rautio, and I should like to take this opportunity to

for her important contributions to this year s work.thank her once more
The draft convention has been meticulously elaborated over several years 

by different negotiators and experts. It has gradually become rather 
difficult to read because of inconsistencies in nomenclature, numbering, 
punctuation etc. It was therefore felt that the present text had to be 
edited. An open-ended group led by Dr. Santesson of my delegatin embarked 
upon that work during the inter-sessional period, and the part of the rolling 
text" containing the articles of the convention has now been edited. In 
addition, guidelines for future editing as well as a list of some outstanding 
editing issues have been circulated in a working paper (CD/CW/WP.323).

As the implementation of the future convention will also depend on 
co-operation with chemical industry, contacts with industry representatives 
are of particular importance. The Ad Hoc Committee's meetings with industry 
representatives provided the framework for in-depth discussions of 
topical verification and technical issues. Diplomats and industrialists seem 
to have gained a better understanding of each other's perceptions and concerns 
than was the case in earlier years.

some

It is not possible to conduct a negotiation of this complex nature 
without the support of a very competent and efficient secretariat. The 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons is fortunate enough to have such 
support. I am particularly indebted to Mr. Bensmail, the long-standing 
Secretary of the Committee, whose contributions to our work in the last year 
and over a number of previous years can hardly be overestimated. He has been 
very ably assisted by Ms. Marcaillou, Ms. Darby and Mrs. Roux, and I wish to

Other members of the secretariat too have 
I am thinking especially of the 

I am very grateful to all of them for their
extend my warm thanks also to them, 
contributed in an important manner. 
interpreters and the translators, 
work and their understanding and co-operation in our common endeavour.

My own delegation has worked very hard indeed to contribute to the
I have many competentefforts which go into a chairmanship of this kind.

collaborators who have prepared the basis for much of the material which I 
have presented in the Committee - Mr. Molander, Dr. Santesson, Dr. Lau,
Mr. Gierow, Dr. Runn and Mr. Grenstad. My gratitude also goes to the 
secretaries in my mission, who have borne much of the burden of producing the
material.

I referred at the outset to the political framework of this negotiation.
We can do much within thisLet me conclude by reverting to this aspect.

take political aspects into account in drafting the convention 
that it becomes attractive enough to achieve wide, perhaps 

But in searching for ideal and well-elaborated
Conference to 
in such a manner 
even universal, adherence.
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(Mr. Hvltenius. Sweden)

The war in the Gulfsolutions let us not lose track of current events. .
that the problem of chemical warfare is an awesome possibility, and 
effort must now be made to bring our work to an early conclusion.

It is more important and urgent than ever.

I wish the incoming Chairman, Ambassador Serguei Batsanov, every
He had the competence, vision and determination required for the 

responsible task of guiding these negotiations.

reminds us
that every

success.

CD/PV.580
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Mr. WAGENMAKERS (Netherlands): Allow me, Mr. President, to congratulate 
you on behalf of my delegation on taking up the high office of President of 
the Conference on Disarmament. We are sure that under your competent and 
dynamic leadership the CD's activities for this year will get under way 
smoothly and efficiently, let me assure you that the Netherlands delegation 
will make every effort to assist you in making your present stewardship 
effective and stimulating.

Most of our thoughts are directed nowadays towards the war in the Gulf, 
and rightly so. The Netherlands is taking an active share in the task of 
ensuring compliance with the relevant United Nations Security Council 
resolutions. As we are all aware, a dramatic dimension is looming over this 
war. I refer to the implicit and explicit threats which we have heard to use 
chemical weapons in that conflict. Needless to say, such threats cannot but 
compel us to achieve the most important objective on our agenda: an effective 
convention banning all chemical weapons once and for all. A convention worthy 
of our confidence to ensure that the scourge of chemical warfare is 
effectively removed from every region in the world. A convention of which we 
can be sure that it will be faithfully implemented and complied with 
everywhere, and which will not be considered by some as just another scrap of 
paper to be ignored. One of the tools which should give rise to confidence in 
complete implementation of the convention is a régime to trigger international 
inspections on request any time, anywhere, based on effective procedures to 
identify serious violations. Only such a régime will deter potential 
violators. We have already worked out some procedures for such inspections.
We must test them in practice. And we must improve and complete them.

(continued)



The inspection, which took place from 26 to 28 November 1990 at an 
operational military airfield containing garrisoned land forces, was the 
bilateral trial inspection in the chemical weapons field for both 
participating countries. I may remark that the Netherlands has also been 
involved in a number of bilateral trial inspections in the field of 
conventional arms control. Last year, two joint inspection exercises took 
place with Poland to provide practical experience for the negotiations on the 

Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, signed in Paris on
As a further training effort for the implementation of this

held this week in the
Treaty on 
19 November 1990.
Treaty, a joint Canada/Netherlands trial inspection was
Netherlands. Observers from our partners in the Western European Union were 
invited to take part on that occasion.

I come back now to our Joint Canada/Netherlands chemical weapons trial 
inspection. Building on the experience of earlier national trial inspections, 
the aims of the inspection were firstly, to further test the inspection 
procedures laid down in the "rolling text"; secondly, to ascertain that 
compliance with a chemical weapons convention could be demonstrated without 
sensitive information being divulged; and, finally, to continue the training 
of the participants in organizing, carrying out and escorting such an 
inspection.

''The inspection, carried out by Netherlands as well as Canadian 
inspectors, demonstrated the utility of conducting multinational exercises.
It also demonstrated that reliable conclusions could be drawn under 
circumstances of managed access at an operational military facility. 
Furthermore, the exercise yielded a number of useful conclusions on problems 
still under discussion in the CD and pointed to some areas that still need to 
be addressed in our negotiations, and, perhaps, in the protocol on inspection 
procedures in the draft convention. These conclusions and recommendations are 
laid out in the report. Allow me, Mr. President, to dwell on a few of them.

With regard to the notification of the inspection site and the arrival of 
the inspection team, Canada and the Netherlands opted for the procedure 
whereby the site is notified by the requesting State after arrival of the 
inspection team at the point of entry, rather than simultaneously with the 
notification of the inspection request to the inspected State. In real life 
this would have enhanced the element of surprise. It was concluded, however, 
that the "rolling text" leaves many ambiguities as to the precise procedures 
that should be followed up to the actual beginning of the inspection. The 
exact time of the start of the inspection, for instance, about which the 
"rolling text" says little, leaves considerable opportunity for dispute. At

Technical Secretariat would encounter quite a number of
at that time, of thethe same time, the 

problems in forming an inspection team if it was unaware, 
type and size of the site to be inspected.

CD/PV.580
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(Mr. Wagenmakers. Nethe

In this connection, I take pleasure in introducing today on behalf cf 
both Canada and the Netherlands a report on a joint Canada/Netherlands

trial challenge inspection of a military facility. This 
document CD/1052, and also bears the numberchemical weapons 

report is being circulated as 
CD/CW/WP.327.

rn



During the exercise, the observer from the requesting State was given a

SL-fs sr-rinspection and on its findings, without interfering with the inspection or 
obtaining sensitive information.

It was

the exercise showed that under circumstances of managed 
access, sensitive*information could be adequately protected at this military 
site, while at the same time the inspection team was provided with en°ugh 
information to draw reliable conclusions with regard to the presence of CW.
One related problem was the inability of the inspection team to inspect 
medical records owing to Canadian laws that protect the privacy of the

this issue should be carefully considered in the CD.

On the whole

It was felt thatpatient.
Netherlands agreed that all samples would be analysed

Although analysis atCanada and theoff-site at the TNO laboratories in the Netherlands, 
fully equipped modem laboratory had the advantage of producing very reliable 
test results and, at the same time, reducing the size of the inspection team 
and the quantity of its equipment, off-site inspection posed the problem of 
maintaining the chain of custody during storage, transportation and analysis 

As our experts are already aware, further consideration willof the samples, 
need to be given to this matter.

whole the joint Canada/Netherlands trial challenge inspection
It showed once moreOn theamounted to a rather satisfactory and useful experience, 

that the procedures laid down in the "rolling text" so far, although not yet 
perfect, do in principle provide an excellent framework for the carrying out 
of such inspections. It contains the instruments required to ascertain that 
the provisions of the future chemical weapons convention are complied with. I 
might therefore encourage all potential States parties to the future 
convention to participate in trial challenge inspections, in order to help us 
further fine-tune this aspect of the CW verification régime.

Some of the issues we have identified in our report on the trial 
challenge inspection could possibly be addressed in the Ad Hq.C. Committee and 
its subgroups, while other issues might not need to be addressed until a later 
stage. This is a matter for discussion by our technical and legal experts.

I should not let this opportunity go by without thanking the Canadian 
authorities, both military and civilian, for their splendid co-operation. As 
the inspection took place in Germany, our appreciation also goes, of course, 
to the German authorities.

Finally, we look forward to and count on the completion of our
We believe therefore that the new Ad Hoc Committee on

The new "rolling text" justnegotiations this year.
Chemical Weapons should be set up without delay, 
introduced by the former Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons 
provides an excellent basis for continuing, if not redoubling, our efforts.

CD/PV.580
8

(Mr. Wayenmakers. Netherlands)
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(Mr. Wag enmakers . Netherland

My delegation wishes to avail itself of this opportunity to express 
appreciation and respect to Ambassador Hyltenius and his team for the 
invaluable services they have rendered to the CWC negotiating process.

Ambassador Batsanov will push on in the same vein.

our

We a;
confident that

CD/PV.580
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Mr. SHANNON (Canada): May I, at the outset, Mr. President, offer you my 
congratulations on your assumption of the presidency of this Conference and 
wish you every success, and may I also welcome our new ambassadorial 
colleagues among our ranks?

The report we are presenting today on the joint Canada/Netherlands trial
time of great international crisis. WorldCW challenge inspection comes at attention is focused on the conflict in the Persian Gulf and on the danger 

that chemical weapons might yet again be used, in violation of the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol. The spectre of possible chemical weapons use in the Gulf highlights 
the importance of our work, as we seek to rid the world of these weapons of 
senseless mass destruction. We must respond to this challenge with redoubled

a

effort.
Canada welcomed the Netherlands proposal to conduct a joint

We felt thatLast yearinspection and, in fact, to create a binational inspection team, 
this would exemplify many of the characteristics of an international team 
dispatched by the Director-General of the Proposed Technical Secretariat, 
first collaboration with the Netherlands in a CW trial inspection capacity

In this first

Our

took place in June 1990, and was reported in CD/1030/Rev.1. 
endeavour, Canadian officials conducted a practice "routine" inspection at a

An observer from the Netherlands Ministry 
However, the full integration of officials fromCanadian pharmaceutical facility, 

of Foreign Affairs attended. 
both countries in carrying out the joint Canada/Netherlands trial challenge 
inspection at Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Lahr in Germany went further, in a 
multinational sense, than our earlier national practice inspection. And, as 
the trial inspection took place on German territory, we had an additional

the presence of German observers throughout themultinational feature: 
inspection.

I would like to draw attention to another aspect of this inspection and 
The Canadian in-country escort team had been trained toits procedures.

receive inspections in relation to quite a different set of treaty 
obligations, namely, those of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe. We found that the escort team's operating procedures, we well as 
those of the personnel of the inspected site, could be modified without great 
difficulty to meet many of the needs of the CW challenge inspection. In a 
similar vein, I would like to suggest that certain of the considerations taken 
into account and finding expression in the Protocol on Inspection of the 
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe might be of interest to our

refine and conclude the protocol on inspection procedures in the
What I am referring to is aexperts as we

"rolling text" of the CW convention, cross-fertilization of ideas as we try to devise a set of procedures that will
work in practice, not just look good on paper.
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(Mr. Shannon. Canada)

My Netherlands colleague has already touched on the managed access 
element of the joint trial challenge inspection of CFB Lahr. I would like to 

point of reinforcement from the perspective of the inspected State, 
though normal security sensitivities applied to CFB Lahr as an 

operational military airfield and a garrison for land forces, the "managed
" approach to particular facilities and equipment was able both to meet 

of the inspection team and to satisfy the security concerns of the

add a 
Even

access 
the needs 
inspected State.

As an aside, I want to express here to my Netherlands colleague our deep 
pleasure and appreciation for the opportunity afforded us to work so closely 
with our Dutch colleagues and to remark upon the professionalism which both 
the Netherlands Foreign Ministry and the Ministry of Defence displayed 
throughout this exercise.

Mr. President, my delegation offers to you, at the beginning of 
substantive work of this CD session, our full support as we strive to 
conclude, a soon as possible, a CW convention that will result in the complete 
destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles and remove for ever the fear that 
such horrible weapons might again be used. This year has seen the threat of 
CW use raised again; our task is to ensure the year does not end with the 
question of the control of CW still unresolved.

I take this opportunity to add that, as in previous years, my delegation 
will be distributing, through the secretariat, copies of the latest 
compendiums of CW-related documents and statements delivered during the 
1990 session.

CD/PV.580
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The PRESIDENT:

Our negotiations on a convention banning chemical weapons have shown 
encouraging progress. This is all the more timely since we have witnessed in 
the recent past how much suffering chemical weapons may cause. May I 
therefore remind all delegations, those of member States as well as those of 
States wishing to accede to the status of participating non-members, that all 
States participating in the Paris Conference on the prohibition of chemical 
weapons made the following call in its Final Declaration: "In addition, in 
order to achieve as soon as possible the indispensable universal character of 
the convention, they call upon all States to become parties thereto as soon as 
it is concluded." In this context I wish to note that all 34 States 
non-members that have addressed communications to us have indicated their wish 
to be invited to participate in our negotiations on the banning of chemical 
weapons.

• 99



the 581st plenary meeting of thepwESTPENT: I declare open 
Conference on Disarmament.

As announced at our last plenary meeting, I will put before the

statements 
that action.

Mr. CALDERON 
read out a statement on 
the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons.

(rnntinned in English)
. . nrevious years, the Group of 21 would like to emphasize once again
the goal of the negotiations under way in the Ad Committee on 

Chemical Weapons is to conclude a comprehensive and non discrimina ory 
muItUateraî convention on the prohibition of the development, production, 
stockpiling and use of all chemical weapons and on their destruction.

On 4 December 1990, the forty-fifth session of the United Nations 
General Assembly unanimously adopted resolution 45/57 A, which refe s,

ESm 3-ss;::and use of all chemical weapons and on their destructio .
General Assembly also expressed "its regret and concern that a 
the prohibition of the development, production, stockpiUng and use of 
chemical weapons and on their destruction has not yet been concluded .
S ™r: PU strongly urged the Conference on D1«—, 
highest priority, to intensify during its 1991 session its efforts to resoi 
outstanding issues, and to conclude its negotiations on a convention, ta g 

existing proposals and future initiatives, and to
Chemical Weapons for that purpose .

that

In this

convention on

into account all 
re-establish its Ad Hoc Committee on

This year the urgency of concluding a chemical weapons convention is 
reinforced by the present circumstances in the international arena which are 
detrimental to peace and security. The Croup of 21 continues to believe 
the mandate of the MJtoî Committee on Chemical Weapons should inc^ ^
reference to the total prohibition of the use of chemica P , -
be consistent with the General Assembly resolutions provided for in
previous years since, in its view this undertaking,is of paramount 
article I, paragraph 3 of the draft Convention. This element vimportance to the Group as well as to the vast majority of all members of the

Conference.

CD/PV.581
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WAGNER (Germany):Mr. von
declaration just read out by the 

As co-ordinator for
delegations, may I

express the opinion of Western «regain nUdl^r tteMr'ly
declaration of the Group of 21 as far chL,ical Weapons We have, at an
establishment of the AsLflflfi ^“teotiations of the Conf rence on Disarmament 
early date of the new round of ne8°“at^™V°„re _ _Dar d t0 re-establish th 1 
pointed to the fact that Western delegations are^p epar ^ ^ gaid
Committee without any delay, and in o d ofthe mandate which we had last 
that the best way to do it is on the Das "rolling text" which.?;r»“==s=£s ^Sjr--JB=r--ÆS5

On that ground, we urge the Conierence 
the establishment of the

carefully to the 
behalf of the Group of 21.

behalf of Western
We have listened very 

of Peru on« * •representative
chemical weapons of the Western Group, on

So,

is no reason to
valuable task during the coming year, 
on Disarmament to agree as early as possible on 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons.

CD/PV.581
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(Mr. Calderon. Peru)

As stated repeatedly b, «h. a total
comprehensive convention compe world from the scourge of
ban on th. use of dh.»ic.l «apons ‘^'roup wuld like to emphasize the 
these weapons of l‘t* Inthe mandate, and expresses its.^rgTssV^r tü: £Utp;::ution.« *. «*««.. work «, «h.
Ad Hoc Conanittee on Chemical Weapons.

CD/PV.581
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I would like to mention that weMr. LEDQGAR (United States of America): 
have with us today, as a guest of my delegation, Congressman Wayne Owens, a 
member of the United States House of Representatives, from the State of Utah. 
Congressman Owens is one of four Congressmen appointed by the Speaker of the 
House, Mr. Thomas Foley, as a special observer for the chemical weapons

He is in Geneva to familiarize himself with the CW negotiations.negotiations.
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(The President)

take action on the report of the MJoî Committee on 
its intersessional work, as contained in 

If there is no objection, I shall take it that the 
the report of the Ad Hoc Committee.

We shall now 
Chemical Weapons on 
document CD/1046. 
Conference adopts

Tt was so decided.
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(Mr. Vel«vflti. Islamic Republic of Iran)

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction in the region and the indiscriminate^use of chemical weapons in the past decade are nov coup ed w h 
thP soectre of their possible use in the Persian Gulf war. Any such use
undoubtedly bring about unpredictable consequences whose^thHa^iig 
catastrophic for all. Even talk here and there by officials of the war g
parties is dangerous.

0 • *

It is even more alarming that not only threats exist of the
, but there is even reference to a possible resort

to nuclear arms. Aside’from an immediate need to prevent such a disastrous 
. of inn in this conflict, one is now more inclined to insist, for the long 

term, that any commitment regarding weapons of mass destruction ought to e 
comprehensive and include chemical weapons and nuclear weapons as well a 
sophisticated conventional weaponry. With regard to nuclear weapons, one coIÎI now conclude that accession to the non-proliferation Treaty by all 
States seems a necessary requirement.

of chemical weaponsuse

The draft convention on chemical weapons should also be f”*d f 
discriminatory provisions. It should enhance the security of all nations.
Ideas such as the retention of chemical weapon stocks, whatever the pretext, 
“ll give the impression of the military utility of such weapons and -ill be 
detrimental to our common cause.

Furthermore, universality is the keyword for our work in this regard.
The incentives for joining the convention and 5^°“ " °
remain outside will play ^ Jatermrning " «^ ^ ‘^ping countries, any

the*legitimate development of civil chemical industry

should be prevented.
significant task to be tackled in order to ensure

ground whereby States would find it safe and 
balance at the global, and more 

The fact that

But still, the most 
universality and prepare suitable

join the convention is to maintain a
regional level for the security of States.

convention would generally enhance the security of States
to the actual

secure to
importantly at the
the chemical weapons ... . _ , __remains valid, but this cannot be sufficient when one

decision to join this convention. For each country,
will wish to have enough

comes
point of making a
national se'“"t^t''^‘r-“y will not be diminished through joining the

. i must add that this is particularly «^on^.hrchassurances 
convention 
are hotbeds of tension and where chemical weapons

(continued)
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(Mr. Velflvati. Islamic Republic of Iran)
the effects of the current crisisin theepersiannGiïf»in”otbéJonSethearegion, although its consequences 

f”r future stability and security in the region itself .11 be and
lone-lasting In reality, this crisis will determine whether political or 
nitirv solutions will prevail in international affairs. One way or another, 

both «rtiel ^vê chosenPthe military option, which in fact .ill only be a 
lost game Our individual and joint efforts should all be directed at 
reversing "this trend and generating the necessary political will to Pavent 
the catastrophe from gaining further momentum. My country will spare no
effort in this regard.

CD/PV.582
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Mr. HYLTENIUS (Sweden): I have listened with great interest to the 
important statement just made by His Excellency the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran. I am sure that it will be rea 
with great interest in many capitals, including my own.

'Verif icationMy delegation today wishes to introduce document CD/1053 on ’
chemical industry within the general pattern of verification of aof the

chemical weapons convention".
The proposal contained in CD/1053 is already well known to all 

delegations. A first version was circulated for consultations to all groups 
and China in November. My delegation made a special presentation in the Group 
of 21, and was gratified also to be invited to the Group of Western States for 
a detailed discussion. Delegations from all groups and several observer 
delegations approached us during the inter-sessional period to obtain 
clarifications and share their preliminary views. By and large my delegation 
has been encouraged to proceed and to develop the ideas contained in the
consultation paper.

In elaborating the new document, which is now before you, we have thus 
been able to draw on a considerable amount of comments from a large number of 
delegations. I would like to take this opportunity to thank those delegations 
that have spent time studying our proposal and conveying their views and 
questions to us. The amendments and additions that have been made to the 
paper are mainly aimed at clarifying a number of points, but a few substantive 
additions have also been made. The fact that the basic approach of the paper 
has not been questioned by any delegation that has studied it in detail gives 
us good hope that the paper will be given serious consideration in the work o 
the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons.

Against this background any further introduction may be superfluous. 
Still, I would like to make some general comments. First, I would like to 
state what this paper is not. It is not a tactical proposal for the purpose 
of unlocking the apparent stalemate in discussions on verification in the 
chemical industry. My delegation has for a long time had doubts regarding the 
cost-effectiveness of schedule 2 verification as provided for in the draft 

These doubts have matured over the years. The intenseconvention.
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(Mr. Hvltenius. Sweden)

involvement of my delegation in the evaluation of the many national trial 
inspections has given us ample opportunity to take a close look at the 
provisions of annex II to article VI.

The NTI exercise taught us a limited lesson, namely that the inspections 
envisaged in annex II to article VI in the draft convention could technically 
be implemented. The Committee chose to stop at that conclusion. The national 
trial inspections as designed, however, could not serve to demonstrate that 
such inspections were effective in terms of an overall verification 
objective. Only a few delegations commented openly on the apparent futility 
of "crawling around one single reactor or production line" for a day when a 
number of similar reactors on the premises were undeclared and not even 
available for any kind of verification except on challenge. The doubts, 
which everyone that carried out an NTI must have felt, were however expressed 
by some through proposals for additions to the system in the shape of ad hoc 
inspections.

While discussing these proposals my delegation gradually came to the 
conclusion that an imperfect system would hardly get any better by adding 
to it. Instead, we started to look for ways and means to amend the present 
system in such a way that a comprehensive and unified approach could be taken 
to the chemical industry in its entirety. In doing so we had to depart from 
an imperfect material-balance verification of a narrow segment of the relevant 
industry to follow a verification concept that creates transparency in the 
entire industry concerned, combined with selective on-site verification 
efforts, either directed or at random. The outline given in CD/1053 is thus 
a proposal in its own right, which should be discussed and judged on its own 
merits and not in the light of provisions in the "rolling text" or other 
proposals under discussion.

The second thing this proposal is not is an unravelling of the "rolling 
text", an undoing of work done. This new approach is, rather, a redirection 
within a given framework. It builds on what has been already achieved or 
discussed, including experience from national trial inspections. Furthermore, 
the proposal in CD/1053 can contribute to solving some difficult outstanding 
issues. Thus the present schedule 2 verification in the "rolling text" cannot 
be said to be really agreed until the issues of modalities for determining the 
frequency of inspections and the actual contents of schedule 2 have been 
resolved. And those are major and difficult tasks. The approach in CD/1053 
would resolve the issue of frequency and would permit a quick and easy 
compromise on the contents of the schedules. Finally, in the view of my 
delegation, the incorporation of CD/1053 into the "rolling text" would not 
require any major effort.

Far from re-opening a closed chapter, the outline in CD/1053 would permit 
the Conference to conclude one of the most difficult unresolved parts of the 
chemical weapons negotiations, namely how to create a sufficient degree of 
confidence that capabilities in the chemical industry are not misused for 
purposes prohibited by the convention, without undue intrusiveness and 
interference in perfectly legitimate industrial activities, and without 
causing unacceptable costs to the States parties.
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(Mr. Hvltenius. Sweden)

As I have stated, CD/1053 is in the first place an outline in which the 
details are to be developed. Discussion of it should therefore first focus on 
its basic concepts. Among its basic concepts I would like to underline the 
obligation to declare all CW-capable plant sites, whether or not they actually 
produce listed chemicals, and thereby the undertaking to accept short-notice 
on-site inspections at any of these.
and aimed primarily at verifying declarations on planned activities and the 
absence of activities that should have been declared. It is of particular 
importance to note that such inspections, according to the proposal, would 
focus on ongoing activities instead of trying to verify past activities.
This helps to avoid unnecessary anomalies and ambiguities.

Such inspections should be streamlined

Hence we have on the one hand, broader openness and transparency 
than hitherto contemplated, and on the other hand less intrusiveness and 
interference in those cases where an actual inspection is carried out.
My delegaiton proposes to identify CW—capable facilities through the use of 
certain chemical conversion processes. It might not be possible to use this 
classification absolutely unambiguously for each and every plant site.
It is the view of my delegation, however, that a list of chemical conversion 

would be sufficiently clear to implement obligations under the 
The responsibility to define exactly how the obligation toprocesses 

convention.
declare should be implemented in each State party could be entrusted to 
national legislation. Certainly, guidelines could be recommended through 
consultative multilateral work in the preparatory commission.

The negative verification approach, coupled with the absence of facility 
agreements in CD/1053, goes a long way towards streamlining the actual 
inspections and responding to legitimate concerns regarding confidentiality in 

In fact, Sweden has carried out a national trial inspection on the
The result was encouraging. The 

inspectors were satisfied with the verification result - the absence of any 
production of listed chemicals - and the facility was particularly satisfied 
at the absence of a facility agreement, the elaboration of which would have 
required the facility to provide sensitive process information in written form.

industry.
basis of the approach taken in CD/1053.

Many delegations have asked questions regarding the selection of
In the view of my delegation this problem is not 

The overall approach, including the declaration régime,
facilities for inspection, 
of major importance. 
the concentration on production, the definition of CW—capable industry and the 
similar treatment of schedules 2 and 3, should be discussed first, 
elements to be accepted, the selection principles could certainly be 
negotiated without too much difficulty.

Were those

It has been natural for my delegation to build on the present annex II in 
providing for obligatory inspections in those facilities that actually produce 
schedule 2 and schedule 3 chemicals. In addition, it is proposed that 
inspections should take place in these as well as in other CW-capable 
facilities through a system which blends directed efforts with random 
selection. We think all of these elements may be necessary. How actually to 
combine them - a higher or lesser degree of random selection - can certainly 
be discussed. But again, in the view of my delegation, this is a practical 
detail rather than a matter of principle in our proposal.
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(Mr. Hvltenius. Sweden)

CD/1053 is largely self-explanatory. I have therefore only tried briefly 
to comment further on some of the salient points and to dissipate any possible 
misunderstanding of the paper, its contents and objectives. It is now in the 
hands of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons. We look forward to more 
formal discussion of it.

CD/PV.582
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Mr. KRALIK (Czechoslovakia):
Mr. President, you have invited us to avoid topics not belonging to this 

forum. It is a justified appeal, justified because it gives us the chance to 
devote more attention to the subjects really pertaining to disarmament. No 
doubt, the Conference cannot remain indifferent to the fact that there are 
growing apprehensions of the use of chemical and other non-conventional 
weapons. And this, above all, in those countries where the renowned nuclear 
mushroom has not appeared yet, but where an equally terrifying ecological bomb

for the flora and fauna of a region compared atwith boundless consequences 
one time to the biblical Eden has already exploded.

The assurance of some experts that the potential aggressor is not 
sufficiently technically prepared to use chemical weapons is, doubtless, 
very meagre consolation. History teaches us the very opposite, and that is 
why I would like to mention in this connection the far-sighted message of 
Winston Churchill. With prophetic words this great statesman addressed 
humanity soon after Hitler's ruthless annexation of Austria and his brutal 
violation of Czechoslovakia, and before his preparations to attack Poland.

a

"Is he going to try to blow up the world or not? The world is a very 
heavy thing to blow up! An extraordinary man at a pinnacle of power may 
create a great explosion, and yet the civilized world may remain 
unshaken. The enormous fragments and splinters may clatter down upon his 
own head and destroy him ... but the world will go on .

We recall it bitterly - in
Europe as well as in the other continents. That is the reason why the new 
blows of destruction are not only a matter of apprehension for the Middle East 
nations. The best remedy against fear is positive behaviour. Therefore, I 
believe that this Conference should also take a positive step. Following e 
example of the group of 11 Latin American countries, and developing the ideas 
of President Mitterrand and other statesmen, we could, for example, renew the

(continued)

But at what a price!And the world went on.



I would like to devote my statement today to questions concerning the 
prohibition of chemical weapons (CW) and the finalization of the cheroica 
weapons convention (CWC). In recent years, the Ad HttS 
moved toward completion of the CWC. However, there are 
to be solved, some of them of a technical nature and some of a political

In respect of both - political and technical - different working 
papers have been distributed dealing with various aspects of the future CWC. 
In the interests of openness and - if possible - obtaining more information 
from the States parties to the future CWC, the majority of delegations, 
including Czechoslovakia (in document CD/949) have presented working papers 
about their chemical potential. However, with a view to the future 
development of the "rolling text", a more detailed assessment of the needs of 
inspectors and financial aspects, and clarification of some technical 
questions, in my last statement in August 1990 our delegation announced a new 
document. The document contains very detailed data on Czechoslovakia s 
chemical potential, including not only qualitative but also quantitative data 

production, processing, consumption, export and import of chemicals
This document, numbered CD/1048,

on CW 
open q

character.

on the
falling under the scope of the future CWC. 
has just been distributed.

As stated 
Our

few words about the philosophy of our approach.Let me say ain the past, and I can repeat it once again, Czechoslovakia has no CW. 
country also intends, and this is well known, to be an original party to the 
CWC. That is why we approach the CWC very seriously. Today I wish to inform 
you that we synthesize compounds on schedule 1, as you can see from the 
document distributed, of course in much smaller quantities than those 
permitted by the proposals contained in the present "rolling text".

also declare and
We believe thatIn a spirit of good will and on a voluntary basis, we 

specify the facilities, including their- owners and locations, 
after this declaration there will be a clearer picture of the verification 
requirements of the future CWC in one country. We hope for similar openness 
from other States because these data, taken together, are connected with 
personnel, equipment and other needs for implementation of the CWC. Let me 
inform distinguished delegations that these data can also be verified in a 
very simple way. Last year, bilateral talks were held between the.
United States Embassy in Prague and our Ministries of Foreign Affairs and 
Defence, and on 17 December 1990 — on the basis of an agreement - 
United States specialists visited a Czechoslovak military facility in Slovakia 
used for synthesis of super-toxic lethal chemicals. As a result of this visit 
it was confirmed that the schedule 1 chemicals produced cannot be considered 
to be CW. For the same purpose, the commander of the facility authorized the 
use of a computerized data base to review the production of chemicals in a 
year selected at random from a 10-year period. The professionalism of the 
facility and its workers were appreciated. This high level of professionalism 
of Czechoslovak scientists can be documented now on the basis of the 
activities of a small but qualified group of military specialists in the Gulf.

CD/PV.582
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(Mr. Kralik Czechoslovakia)

initiative we were talking about last year. As an example, the Conference 

be the first to use chemical weapons during the period of negotiations on
the CWC.
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Ambassador forsombre period in which to be assuming duties as 
But it is also a time when the opportunities and the necessity 

on arms transfers are more apparent than ever, 
reminder that the enormous improvement in the

This is a 
Disarmament.
forThe w r in the Gulf s a tragic —international environment which emerged in 1989 does not necessari y or 
inevitably lead to greater peace and .lability In VÏLt inSisitSs-SSEÏÏMM.

and

CD/PV.582
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All these data serve as evidence of Czechoslovakia's interest in 
finalizing the CWC as soon as possible. More evidence of our real concern for 
chemical disarmament is provided by the withdrawal of our reservations to 
the 1925 Geneva Protocol, announced by Foreign Minister Dienstbier of the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic at the forty-fifth United Nations 
General Assembly.

I also wishTo illustrate further our efforts in preparation for the CWC, 
to inform you of the establishment of a working group for preparatory work on 
a national committee for the future CWC. We are now in the process °f forming 
this committee, and following its initial activities we shall inform the CD of 
the practical results.

As far as practical verification is concerned, I would also like to point 
out that we are willing to invite interested delegations, on a bilateral 
basis, to visit the facility presented in document CD/1048, and we are able o 
extend the spectrum of facilities which can be visited at other Czechoslovak 
establishments dealing with CW—related topics.

My delegation looks forward to and counts on the completion of our 
CW negotiations as soon as possible, probably this year. The revised rolling 
text" provides a unique basis for redoubling our common efforts. The 
regrettable consequences of the events taking place in the Gulf are pushing us 
towards the early conclusion of the chemical weapons convention. I would 
like to assure the distinguished representative of the Soviet Union, _
Serguei Batsanov, the new Chairman of the Ad Ho.C Committee, of my delegation s 
full support and co-operation in its further deliberations and in his very 
important task. At the same time I would like to express appreciation and 
respect to Ambassador Hyltenius and his colleagues on the Swedish delegation 
for the excellent work they have done during the last year. In full awareness 
of the importance of the words of Albert Camus - "La vraie générosité envers 
l'avenir, consiste à tout donner au présent" - I wish the Ad goc Committee on 
Chemical Weapons much success in its future activities.

CD/PV.582
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Mr. O'SULLIVAN (Australia): Mr. President, I am pleased to take the
this Conference under your presidency, in 

friendly ties that have existed for so long betweenfloor for the first time at 
particular because of the 
our two countries.
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lack the clarity and stability of the cold war, and to 
world of multiple dangers, hidden traps, unpleasant

». This will be particularly so if pressures
further proliferation of conventional, 

and the spread of missile 
t weeks, the international community 
ed with renewed vigour.

has said, "is likely to 
be a more jungle-like 
surprises and moral ambiguities 
from regional arms races result in the 
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons 

With the experience of recetechnology, 
will expect these questions to be

Under these circumstances, the relevance and salience of the work of this 
Conference has increased. The threat of the use of chemical weapons in the
Gulf war makes the achievement of a complete ban of chemicalT *in therefore 
times and in all environments even more urgently required. I will therefore 
address chemical weapons issues principally in this statement o ay.

ban which would make 
We believe ourThe Australian Government is fully committed to a 

chemical weapons illegal and which would prohibit their use. 
security and that of our neighbours would be enhanced by a binding 
multilateral conanitment which assured us all that we would "Ot face the threat 
of these horrible weapons. We believe that the international political 
conditions exist to bring such a ban into effect by concluding these 
negotiations. We hope in this final stage of the convention negotiations that 
we will recapture in 1991 the spirit that was evident two years ago at the 
Paris Conference and 18 months ago at the Canberra Conference, when 
Governments and the chemical industry coranitted themselves to that same
objective.

We recognize however that there is a limit what officials here in Geneva

to break through the remaining problems. We therefore support calls for a 
meeting at ministerial level.

As we see it, the purpose of such a meeting would be to overcome 
political impasses in the negotiations and to give final instructions o 
permit the conclusion of a balanced treaty package. This requires caf^u^ 
preparation of the elements of such a package. It could be that we will 
to prepare options so that ministers would be able to assess which proposals 

both feasible in their impact on industry and credible in their
A second reason for suggesting andare

contribution to collective security. .supporting a ministerial-level meeting would be to help promote universal 
adherence to it. As a newcomer to this Conference I observe that there is a 
considerable part of the world which is not represented here. Even amongs 
Governments which are here represented there are different constituents m 

countries which will need to be educated about the treaty, mis
to have a treaty

broadly as possible
differentmeans there is a significant "selling job" ahead of us 
supported as widely as possible amongst Governments and as 
within Governments.

Of course participation in the deliberations of this Conference is not 
limited to its 39 member States. We were pleased to see approve, on 31 January, the application for observer status of 34 nations, we 
would have been even happier if that number had been larger, particularly as 
we approach the final phase, of the negotiations of a multilateral chemical
weapons convention.

the Conference

CD/PV.582
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Clearly one of the most efficient and productive ways to understand the 
objectives and the political, legal and practical implications of a future CWC 
is through active participation in the negotiations themselves. In practice, 
this opportunity has been realized by a number of observer delegations, and 
especially in our CWC negotiations, 
both through the submission of working papers and orally in the proceedings of 
the CWC Ad Hoc Committee and its working groups. During the course of the 
negotiations in 1991 we would encourage non-member States to make known their 
views on specific aspects of the "rolling text" of concern to them so that 
they can be considered fully.

Observer States can and do participate

Another approach to promoting universality that has made sense to 
Australia has been to engage in a serious dialogue with our neighbours in the 
Asia/Pacific areas about this treaty and what it would imply for them, 
the privilege of being present in Brisbane in November 1990 at the second 
regional seminar against chemical weapons hosted by the Australian

There were 23 regional States present of whom only three are
It was

I had

Government.
colleagues here in the CD; that is Indonesia, Burma and ourselves. 
apparent that there is a big gap in understanding this far-reaching and 
complex treaty between those of us who sit in this room and who are familiar 
in detail with its concepts and its specific provisions, and those busy 
government officials in other countries who are not here but who nevertheless 
will be required to undertake the considerable administrative and commercial 
requirements that the convention will impose.

In asking Governments to accept those requirements we need to be clear 
that we are delivering tangible security benefits in return. This means to 
our minds that the concepts and working arrangements that are embodied in the 
treaty particularly in the area of verification must not be designed to be so 
elaborate or to be required to cover such highly theoretical possibilities 
that they put at risk those benefits. Ultimately the treaty like all treaties 
can only bind with ropes of paper. If there is not the political willingness 
to abide by its provisions then its internal mechanisms cannot force proper 
behaviour on States. But on the other hand, a well-balanced, sensible, clear 
treaty can establish norms and give confidence to all its adherents that its 
benefits of enhanced security and equal commercial impact will be realized.

In order to achieve that equal commercial impact, the Australian 
Government has actively sought collaboration with the international chemical 
industry not as a partner with us here in the negotiations but as an 
interested and knowledgeable resource on whom much of the impact of this 
convention will fall. A recent example of productive Government-industry 
exchanges was the meeting in January 1991 in Bangkok of the ASEAN Chemical 
Industries Club at which a colleague from the Australian Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade was able to give a presentation on the state of our 
negotiations here. It is also pleasing that this Conference has had further 
involvement with industry over the past year. And may I say that we welcome 
very much the ideas put forward by Sweden this morning in document CD/1053?
We will examine them sympathetically and closely.

For our part, the Australian Government and the Australian chemical 
industry will continue to look for opportunities to continue this dialogue 
with our regional neighbours so that all States in our region will be well
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In this context,prepared to become adherents to the completed convention, 
the Australian Government intends to host a workshop for regional chemists in 
Melbourne in the middle of this year with the aim of providing the necessary 
background and training to those technical advisers to Governments who will be 
required to complete declarations and assemble technical data. We are 
indebted to our Finnish colleagues for the model they have established and 
without shame we have adapted their work for our own region.

admire the work that Dr. Rautio and her experts continue to produce?
May I add here

that weAssociated with the workshop in Melbourne for regional chemists we plan to 
hold a multilateral trial inspection of a chemical plant there, 
the intention of the Governments of Venezuela and Nigeria to engage in similar 
exercises aimed at raising consciousness of the benefits and the requirements 
of the convention, and would encourage other members of this Conference to 
undertake similar exercises in their regions as tangible ways of soliciting 
support and promoting universal adherence to the concluded convention.

We welcome

Australia has also been putting into place the administrative structure 
that will be needed once the convention comes into effect, 
to be no simple matter with a federal constitution and varying State and local 
government regulations. In the hope that our experiences may be of use to 
other nations, I have asked the secretariat to distribute today as a 
Conference document CD/1055, a strategy paper outlining how we have approached 
the establishment of our national chemical weapons convention secretariat, and 
we will look forward to the document that our Czechoslovak colleague has 
foreshadowed earlier this morning giving us details of Czechoslovakia's 
experiences in the same area.

We have found this

During 1990 under the able leadership of Ambassdor Hyltenius, good 
progress was made in cleaning up the "rolling text" in a way which makes it

One major impediment to the 
cleaning-up process and to substantive progress in the negotiations has been a 
large number of unattributed footnotes, in many cases their authorship now 
unknown and raisdon d'etre forgotten as the years of negotiating have rolled 

In the past the CD tradition, as I understand it, was not to attribute 
The state of the negotiations is now, I believe, such that it

internally more consistent, concise and readable.

on.
footnotes.
would be useful to be able to identify the originators of footnotes in order 
to facilitate their removal if there is no reason for them to remain, or to 
help us understand more fully the authors' thinking in order to find a 
solution as these negotiations conclude. In brief, we propose that all 
delegations use the first session of this year's work in the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Chemical Weapons to identify footnotes they have inserted in the "rolling 
text" and to transmit these to the secretariat for compilation and distrbution 
to all the participants. The secretariat could also assist if it is able to 
identify old footnotes to the extent that its records permit it do so. Any 
footnotes not so "claimed" should simply be deleted. Once this process has 
been completed, we would be in a much better position to tackle in a more 
purposeful way the substance of the remaining attributed footnotes.

Another matter which is of great concern to the Australian Government is 
that the provisions of the treaty relating to the destruction of existing 
chemical weapons should ensure there is a clear commitment to environmentally 
safe procedures. 
developed on this point.

Our view is that the provisions of the convention should be 
This is a particular concern to Australia and to



Stepping back from the actual provisions of the "rolling text and ways 
to bring these negotiations to an early conclusion Australia believes the

posed by the spread of chemical weapons is regrettably growing and not
This concern underlines the urgency of the task

our security concerns which can only 
oadly suppor ed convention. I am

signatory to such

threat
just in the Middle East, 
before us and gives particular point to 
be met by a multilateral, veri iable b 
pleased to advise today that A stral a be an a
convention.
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nations of the Pacific because of the operation of the CW destruction facility 
at Johnston Atoll. Australia supports that facility's operations on the basis 
that its scope is limited to the destruction of the stockpiles currently.there 
and that its operation continues in a manner which is fully compatible with 
environmental safety. This is a matter on which the Australian Prime Minister 
has take a direct interest and to which he is personally deeply committed.
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Mr- vnn WAGNER (Germany): A number of countries have reported to the 
Conference on Disarmament the outcome of national chemical weapons practice 
challenge inspections, including the Netherlands, Canada, the United Kingdom 
and Germany. *A11 these exercise we e intended to test the procedures that 
have already worked out in the A Ho, Committee on Chemical Weapons, in orde 

from practical experience and thus contribute to the 
effective challenge inspection régime by providing a better

Most recently Canada and the

to draw lessons 
completion of an
understanding of the problems involved.
Netherlands introduced in CD/1052 the report on their joint trial challenge 
inspection at a military base in Germany. Today I would like to introduce, on 
behalf of both the United Kingdom and Germany, a report on two joint 
CW practice challenge inspections carried out in military facilities.

the outcome of these exercises is tabled asThe detailed report on 
document CD/1056 - working paper CD/CW/WP.330.

In view of the extensive experience both countries had already gained m 
their previous national practice challenge inspections (PCIs), 

in each country, were intended to give added
the course of
the two joint exercises, one 
realism to the PCI concept, to re-examine once more the conclusions they had 
reached so far, and to see what further lessons could be learned. The first 
exercise was held in the Federal Republic of Germany from 21 to 23 May 1990 at 
an air force base. The exercise was conducted under joint Anglo-German 
control, with the United Kingdom providing the inspection team and challenging 
State observer, and the Federal Republic the home team. The second exsrc.se 
was held in the United Kingdom from 18 to 21 June 1990 at an ammunition 
storage facility. This exercise was also held under joint control, but with 
the roles reversed. Both countries concluded that the exercises had been 
conducted in a very positive and co-operative spirit, and that a number of 
lessons had been learned, both in confirming the conclusions that had been 
reached in their respective national PCIs, and in providing new insights and 
perspectives on the issue of challenge inspection.

Of the multitude of lessons learned, which include further practical 
experience in sample—taking and the use of instrumentation, like X-ray and 
mobile analytical equipment, and which are reported and discussed in detail in 
the report, let me highlight here only two of the principal conclusions

Firstly, the two joint exercises have confirmed for both countries the
short notice

drawn.
key importance of the concept of challenge inspections, based on 
as well as access to any challenged site, as an effective means for deterring 
circumvention of, as well as ensuring compliance with, the chemica. weapons 
convention. Secondly, the joint exercises have demonstrated once more that, 
using managed access techniques in an intelligent and inventive way, 
inspectors are able to obtain the relevant information they seek, while 
sensitive information unrelated to chemical weapons remains protected, 
has proved to be particularly true in applying the random selective access 
proposals elaborated in the United Kingdom paper, CD/1012.

This
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industry.
Finally, let me use this opportunity to express my gratitude to all 

military and civilian authorities of the United Kingdom involved in the two 
joint practice challenge inspections for their outstanding co-operation and 
support in the preparation and conduct of these exercises.
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Mies SOLESBY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): As 
this is the first time I take the floor under your presidency, may I begin by 
congratulating you on your accession to the Chair of our Conference? We are 
all benefiting from the wise leadership you are giving us.

The distinguished Ambassador of Germany has just introduced a report on
trial challenge inspections held by Germany and the 
Ambassador von Wagner has already described this 

I would only make two comments.
First I would emphasize the excellent co-operation between the officials, 

German and British, who carried out the two joint trials. We for our part 
found working together with our German colleagues gave a most valuable 
additional dimension to both trials.

two joint chemical weapons 
United Kingdom (CD/1056), 
collaborative work in some detail.

You may recall that prior to these two joint trials, the United Kingdom 
had undertaken six national trial challenge inspections, and we reported on 
these in CD/1012. My authorities found that the experience gained in the 
joint German/United Kingdom trials confirmed the earlier conclusions from our 
own national trials as regards both the high value of challenge inspection as 
part of the verification process and the efficacy of managed access 
techniques. Ambassador von Wagner has rightly emphasized this aspect, and I 
endorse what he has said. Our experience in this respect seems to have been 
similar both to that of our German partners and to that described in the 
report on the joint trial challenge inspection held by Canada and the 
Netherlands which was tabled by the distinguished Ambassadors of those two
countries on 31 January.

CD/PV.582
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(Mr. von Wagner. Germany)
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. Referring to item 4 of ur agenda, let me begin by saying that my 
delegation's basic position as well reflected in the statement of the 
distinguished delegate of Peru on behalf of the Group of 21 a few days ago. 
The future convention, while safeguarding civilian chemical industry and 
promoting international co-operation in the field of peaceful uses o 
chemicals, must in the first place be designed to achieve the total 
destruction of existing arsenals and outlaw the use of these abhorrent

long-standing loathing of these weapons by the world
the threat of the possible use of theseGiven theweapons.

community, which is now increased by

the value of CW trial inspections suchHere it is appropriate to stress 
as those carried out jointly at the Canadian military base at Lahr in Germany 
by the Netherlands and Canada. Such trials make it possible to verify the^ 
applicability of the provisions of the protocol on inspection procedures, to 
initiate participants into techniques for implementing the future convention

-- " r* d the Conference willStates We hopeand to the text of theinachievebe in a
convention on chemical weapons. 
objection in the Conference to the idea of an 
at providing non-nuclear-weapon States with assurances against the use or 
threat of use of such weapons, even if the difficulties involved in developing 
a comnon approach are still great, Cameroon hopes that the members of the 
Conference will redouble their efforts to study further the different 
approaches that have been envisaged in order to overcome the difficulties, 
reach an agreement as soon as possible and conclude effective internationa.

relating to the security of the non-nuclear-weapon States.

Likewise, since there is no fundamental
international convention aimed

arrangements
CD/PV.582

21

(Mr. Loeifl. Indonesia)

CD/PV.582
18
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... Turning to chemical weapons, I should point out that the report presented 
by Ambassador Hyltenius, Chairman of the Committee on Chemical Weapons,
Shows the substantial progress that has been achieved in the elaboration of 
the draft convention on chemical weapons.
Ambassador Hyltenius for his tremendous contribution, 
a legal instrument in formalizing the prohibition of the development, 
production and stockpiling of chemical weapons, particularly in the light of 
events in the Gulf, needs no further demonstration. That is why we hope that 
under the enlightened guidance of Ambassador Batsanov, the Ad_Sfl£ Committee 
will make every effort to settle the highly complex political and technica. 
questions that have still to be resolved and reach agreement on the substance 
of this international convention which we have awaited with such impatience. 
The Cameroonian delegation, which will again be participating in the work of 
the Ad Hoc Committee this year, will make its modest contribution to the 
search for compromise solutions.

Here we would like to congratulate 
The importance of such
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the Conference now facesweapons on the battlefield during the present war, 
the critical historic task of bringing about a treaty banning the use, 
possession, production and development of these weapons.

There are some issues left to be solved in order to conclude the
The main task at the current session of the Conference, as far asconvention.

chemical weapons are concerned, is that of finding solutions in principle to 
those few issues where there is as yet no agreement, mainly the question of

For this purpose the future convention must provide foruniversal adherence. systematic and total destruction of all chemical weapons within a specific 
period. The legitimate concern for the security of non-possessor States 
should be addressed in a way which ensures that the implementation of the 
convention will not create any new imbalance which might undermine their

Those States which do not possess or intend to possesssecurity concerns.chemical weapons for their military and defence purposes, which I believe 
comprises the majority of States in the globe, should not be in the position 
of being caught off guard and finding that, at the end of the destruction 
period, certain States parties are allowed to retain their chemical weapons 
stocks. My delegation will find it difficult to support a draft convention 
which permits the existence of these weapons. The political cost of 
protesting at a later stage will be too high for a country like mine, which 
has so far scrupulously observed its obligations under any treaty relating to
disarmament.

Indonesia has consistently supported the role played by the 
United Nations in the maintenance of peace and security at regional as well as 

For that reason, the Government of the Republic of Indonesiaglobal levels.
hosted the United Nations Regional Disarmament Workshop for Asia and the 
Pacific in Bandung from 28 January to 1 February 1991.
workshop, in co-operation with the United Nations Department for Disarmament 
Affairs, took place under the mandate of United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 40/151 H. The programme for this workshop covered a wide range of 
issues which are of deep concern to the entire world. These include peace and 
security in Asia and the Pacific, global disarmament to strengthen the régime 
of the non-proliferation of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, the 
chemical weapons convention, regional disarmament efforts and a proposal to 
strengthen the non-proliferation régime and conflict resolution in the 
Asia-Pacific region. I am hopeful that the results of these deliberations 
will contribute substantially to the region's comprehension of these issues, 
and more specifically that it will also contribute to the implementation of 
United Nations General Assembly resolution 40/151 H concerning the promotion 
of regional disarmament training and advisory services.

The convening of the
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There is no valid reason to justify the indefinite postponement of the
Nor are member States of the Conference on Disarmamentstart of negotiations, in a position to sacrifice deep-seated positions of principle, based on 

democratic sentiments of their peoples, while awaiting the bon vouloir of one 
or two delegations. Starting negotiations on a CTBT does not necessarily 
oblige member States of the Conference on Disarmament to conclude a treaty in 
six months or a year. As in the area of chemical weapons, where nobody doubts 
the good faith of the States that are represented here, negotiations on a CTBT 
could very well take a few years to reconcile positions that are still 
divergent as regards the structure and scope of the future CTBT.
Nevertheless, my delegation is concerned that a degree of intolerance and 
inflexibility persists with regard to a matter that would in no way tie the 
hands of member States, but does definitely jeopardize the realization of an 
aspiration that is based on international law and the demands of the peoples 
of other countries and the obligations incumbent on members of the Conference
on Disarmament.
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The secretariat has alsoI should like now to turn to agenda item 4.
draft decision which is contained in document CD/WP.401,circulated today aconcerning the re-establishment of the Ad Bqc Committee on Chemical Weapons.

I now put document CD/WP.401 before the Conference for decision. If there is 
no objection, I shall take it that the Conference adopts the draft decision.

It was so decided.
I now turn to the chairmanship of the Ad Hoc Committee.

I understand that there is consensus on the appointment of Minister 
Serguei Batsanov of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as Chairman of the 
Ad Hoc Committee. I invite you to formalize that decision.

The PRESIDENT:

It was do decided.
The PRESIDENT: I wish to extend congratulations to Minister Batsanov on 

behalf of the Conference on his appointment to the chairmanship of that
I further wish him a successful tenure of office in thesubsidiary body, 

negotations on one of the priority items on our agenda.
I now give the floor to the representative of Peru, as Co-ordinator for 

the Group of 21 on item 4.
Mr. CALDERON (Peru) (translated from Spanish): On behalf of the 

Group of 21, I would like to make the following statement with regard to the 
re—establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons. With your 
permission, Mr. President, I shall read out the statement in English.

(continued in English)
"On 7 February 1991 the Group of 21 made a statement with regard to 

the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons. It set forth 
its position in relation to the necessity of including the question of 
the total prohibition of use of chemical weapons in the mandate of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons that we have just re-established. 
The Group of 21 has joined the consensus this morning on the draft 
mandate proposed in order to ensure the prompt resumption of the 
important work of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons. However, we 
deeply regret that the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical 
Weapons does not include specific reference to the prohibition of use of 
chemical weapons. The Group of 21 continues to believe that, as the 
draft convention covers the issue of the prohibition of use, this should 
also be clearly reflected in the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee."



s.B. Batsanov has asked me to convey to you that he regards this 
SovUt wL“s“lSing°b«hEinathe takf^med at ÎS co^lèteVoMbition o

of substantial progress towards a decision on what we viev
savingthat 1991 is a year e v „ ,as one of the most urgent items on the agenda of the Conference - _
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The delegation of the USSR listened carefully to the substantive
distinguished Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic 

It contains a number of points which all of 
Furthermore, the war in the Gulf, as we

seriously behind schedule in drafting
In these

region.
statement made by the 
of Iran, Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati. 
us should give serious thought to. 
see it, clearly demonstrates that
a comprehensive convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons.

it is obvious that all of us should once again take a critical 
fundamental attitude to the convention and take the necessary

full and unreserved support for the future
This is the

we are

circumstances 
look at our
political decisions to 
convention on the part of all participants in the negotiations.
guarantee of success.

ensure

Unfortunately, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, S.B. Batsanov, wil 
be away from Geneva until Monday for previously planned consultations. He 
asked me to say on his behalf that in order to perform effectively the 
functions of Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, he intends to co-operate 
extensively with all interested delegations participating in the talks both as 
members of the Conference and as non-members. The goal of such co-operation, 
as he sees it, is to try to lay the foundations which on the one hand will 
contribute to the achievement of a generally acceptable compromise on

connected with the draft convention, reflecting a balance
different parties in the negotiations, and on the 
effectiveness and universality of the future

outstanding issues 
between the interests of the
other hand will guarantee the 
convention.

(continued)
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(Mr. Antvukhin. USSR)

Soviet delegation would like to express its deepest gratitude 
for the great confidence that they have placed in us.coming year, the 

to all delegations

H
i
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We feel bound to point out that the circumstances which helped to bring 
the negotiations to the very significant stage they have now reached did not 
come about by accident. A considerable personal contribution was made here by 
the distinguished representatives of States who have served as previous 
chairmen of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons. In this connection, I 
would like to refer in particular to the last Chairman, the Ambassador of 
Sweden, Ambassador C.-M. Hyltenius, whose pragmatism, openness, intuition and, 
when necessary, stubbornness, played a substantial role during the 1990 
session of the Ad Hoc Committee in the achievement of important results on the 
basis of which we now have to make the last breakthrough to the signing of the 
convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons.

I would also like to inform you that the representative of the USSR to 
the Conference on Disarmament has received instructions from his Government to 
the effect that, if elected Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical 
Weapons, he should actively promote negotiations, devoting special attention 
to finding solutions on key political issues leading to the completion of work 
on the multilateral convention.

In conclusion, S.B. Batsanov has asked me to inform the distinguished 
delegates that with the agreement of the secretariat of the Conference, the 
first meting of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons will be held next 
Tuesday, 19 February at 3 p.m. in room V.

CD/PV.582
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Mr. HOU (China) (translated from Chinese);

Under your able guidance, Mr. President, steady new progress has been
In addition to other ad hoc committees,made in the work of the Conference, 

the ad hoc committees on an NTB, chemical weapons and outer space have been
New decisions have been taken on important agendare-established today.

items such as nuclear disarmament and the prevention of nuclear war. 
connection, I wish to extend our congratulations to you as well as to the 

Our felicitations also go to Ambassador Chadha of India,

In this

Conference.
Batsanov, head of the Soviet delegation, and Ambassador Moritan of 

Argentina on their appointment as chairmen of the three committees. We
convinced that with their outstanding skills and rich experience, they

Here I would like to offer

Mr.

are
will guide the committees to new achievements, 
them as well as the officers of the Conference the close co-operation of

At the same time I would like to express oncethe Chinese delegation, 
again our thanks to Ambassador Donowaki, Ambassador Hyltenius and 
Ambassador Shannon, the chairmen of the three ad hPC committees in 1990, 
and their officers, for their outstanding work and contributions.

The principled stands of the Chinese delegation on the nuclear test ban, 
the cessation of the nuclear arms race, the prevention of nuclear war, 
chemical weapons and outer space, including our position on the mandate of
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those ad hoc committees, are consistent and well known to everyone, and 
therefore I will not elaborate. I would like to emphasize here that it has 

objective cherished and pursued by people all over the world
The conclusion of the negotiationsbeen the common

to free the world from chemical weapons.on a convention on the complete prohibition and thorough destruction of 
chemical weapons is an important task entrusted to the Conference on 
Disarmament by the international community. The current developments in the 
international situation have further proved the importance and urgency of 
accomplishing this historic task at an early date. The Chinese delegation 
would like to reiterate that the key to the success of our negotiations on 
a chemical weapons convention lies in firm adherence to the fundaments 
objective, namely the complete prohibition and thorough destruction o 
chemical weapons. It is a matter of course that an unconditional ban on the 
use of chemical weapons and the thorough destruction of all chemical weapons 
should be included. This is the common ground for the whole negotiation 
process. We are convinced that so long as all parties to the negotiations 
adhere to this commitment by conducting earnest and pragmatic negotiations 
and fully demonstrate their political will, we will surely attain our goal.

It is the set objective of China to work actively for the early
The Chinese delegation will, as always,conclusion of such a convention, continue to co-operate with other delegations in a constructive and earnest 

manner in our joint efforts to achieve the early conclusion of a convention on 
the complete prohibition and thorough destruction of chemical weapons.

CD/PV.582
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... The decision we have just taken on agenda item 4 once again 
spirit of compromise displayed by all groups and delegations. I ° °P® a ’
as the President of Sri Lanka stated in his message to the Conference, e 
demonstrated willingness to get on with the work of conclusively negotiating 
treaty on this subject will augur well for the early realization o ® 
convention. The meticulous care and skill with which the Chairman o e 
Committee, Ambassador Batsanov, has embarked upon his onerous duties ma e us 

the Comnittee will make decisive progress this year.confident that
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(The President)

... it is my view that the conclusion of the negotiations on a chemical
The AdL_Ho£ Committee will resume its workconvention is within reach.

The current conflict in the Middle East has once again illustrated theweapons 
today.
importance and urgency of these negotiations.

CD/PV.583
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(Mr. Jeszenszkv. Hungary)

With remarkable intensity the Conference on Disarmament is performing its 
task of elaborating a multilateral convention on the comprehensive and total 
prohibition of chemical weapons and the destruction of their stockpiles. The 
problem of chemical weapons is, of course, only one of several items on the 
agenda of the Conference. There are other items, many of them highly 
important, on which subsidiary bodies are now functioning but where no major 
breakthrough has been achieved over a prolonged period of time. On some other 
items, even getting down to substantial work has for years been impossible.

The "Decalogue" of the Conference was created to be a wide and flexible 
framework, covering practically all aspects of disarmament. The present 
agenda, built on the basis of this Decalogue, concentrates the efforts of the 
Conference on weapons of mass destruction. Given the enormous destructive 
power of such weaponry, no reasoning is needed to justify that special 
attention. Nevertheless, we cannot forget that the nuclear and chemical
threats are not the only dangers facing mankind. The Decalogue provides us
with a very useful umbrella, and it might be opportune to start thinking
whether the present agenda could be developed through a gradual and realistic
adjustment in order to face the realities of the world.
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Most of the security challenges the world has to face today have 
manifested themselves strikingly in the Gulf war. 
resulting from nuclear and missile proliferation, the possible use of chemical 
and biological weapons and the introduction of the ecological weapon.

These include the menace

I am convinced that the persistent threat of chemical weapons represents
I suppose thati I •one of the major dangers with respect to human suffering, 

many of us here were shocked by the pictures showing the frightening skills 
children acquired in using gas masks. Surely, none of us would like to create 
a future where such abilities are a prerequisite of human existence and where 
mankind has to learn to live under the perilous shadow of chemical weapons.

After more than 20 years of negotiations we need no additional arguments 
in favour of the early conclusion of the chemical weapons convention.

This item of the agenda will have to
We need

action now, decisive and urgent action, 
be solved in the near future, despite the obvious fact that answers to major 
political and technical questions have yet to be found.

For any multilateral disarmament agreement to be viable the widest
In the case of the chemicalpossible adherence is of crucial importance. weapons convention this means the involvement of all States that have declared 

the possession of chemical weapons and all States that have the technological 
capability of producing such weapons. In order to achieve the aim of 
universality the future convention must be attractive in the broadest sense 
and in no way discriminatory for potential States parties.

(continued)
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The future multilateral legal instrument should be equitable in terms of 
rights and obligations of States parties. In the context of the convention, 
this entails an unconditional rejection of the use of chemical weapons 
connected to the obligation to destroy existing chemical weapon stockpiles 
totally.

I would like at this forum to reiterate once again our commitment to the 
total prohibition of chemical weapons. Hungary is among the States that have 
declared their intention to become original parties to the chemical weapons 
convention. My country declared in 1989 its intention to be in full 
conformity with the main provisions of the convention still being negotiated. 
In February 1990, as a measure of openness, we provided detailed data on the 
activities of our chemical industry as required by the draft provisions of 
the convention. I am pleased to announce that in document CD/1061 we are 
repeating this declaration and putting forward all the information required 
under the future convention. We are convinced that this step will contribute 
to the cause of negotiations, and we would welcome similar confidence-building 
measures on the part of other negotiating parties as well.

In my understanding current negotiating efforts are aimed at preparing 
possible solutions for a number of outstanding political issues related to the 
future chemical weapons convention. This set of solutions in turn could be 
formalized by the foreign ministers of States represented in the Conference 
on Disarmament, with the aim of giving a final push towards the successful 
conclusion of negotiations. I personally would be pleased to come back to 
the Conference for a ministerial meeting and share the common satisfaction 
of contributing to the efforts aimed at finalizing the draft convention.

In considering ways and means to preserve the vitality of the Conference 
on Disarmament, we could perhaps ponder what other issues are to be taken up 
after the successful termination of negotiations on chemical weapons. It 
might be deemed timely to initiate informal contacts amongst members of the 
Conference to probe different ideas. These informal contacts could and 
should, in due time, lead to wide agreement on relevant and politically 
feasible measures, however partial they might initially be.

The ideas presented in my statement are not an endeavour to pre-empt too 
precipitately such a process, but an effort to promote its timely launching. 
These ideas are not in the least intended to undermine the very important 
substantive work currently being conducted in the framework of the Conference 
on Disarmament.
authority of this body by enabling it to face new challenges and helping it 
to enter into a new phase of its existence. Nature has provided numerous 
examples proving that inability to adapt to the changing environment is not 
an advantage in the race for survival, called evolution.

Rather, they are meant to highlight the need to preserve the
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In the statement I delivered to the General Assembly of the United Nations 
on 4 October 1990 entitled "The vulnerability of peace without disarmament", I 
said one or two words that with your permission I would like to repeat again:

"The international community must avoid the occurrence of similar 
dangerous situations in the future. That will be possible only if we 
accelerate the disarmament process. Uruguay understands that the 
immediate task is to concentrate on further advancing the regulation and 
limitation of armaments, whether conventional, nuclear, chemical, 
bacteriological, radiological or space weapons

First of all, therefore, allow me to say a few words on the question of 
chemical weapons, as it stands today in the view of my Government, 
that from the legal standpoint the present situation on the chemical weapons 
issue is determined by the existence and applicability of the Geneva Protocol 
of 1925 for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or 
Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, a protocol that was 
supplemented many years later, because this Protocol had emerged from the work 
of the League of Nations, by the 1972 Convention, drafted within the 
United Nations and devoted to the prohibition of the development, production 
and stockpiling of bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons and their

But it is clear that these two international instruments, which

We know

destruction.
manifestly important and necessarily applicable, do not by any means 

exhaust the international agenda on the subject of chemical weapons.
the Paris Conference of 1989 on the prohibition of chemical weapons

are For that
reason
analysed the problem in the light of the present situation, and concluded that 
it was necessary to expedite this process in order to complete the legal 
framework of the total ban on all the aspects of the chemical weapons issue.

CD/PV.584
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(Mr. Gros-Espiell. Uruguay)

In this context, the work of the Conference on Disarmament is obviously of 
great importance, and today is of a topicality and urgency that cannot be

The Paris Conference, in the year 1989, on the one hand,ignored by anyone.
recognized the importance and continuing validity of the 1925 Protocol, and at 
it the States parties to that Protocol solemnly reaffirmed the prohibition as 
established in it and called upon States that have not yet acceded to it to do 
so, but underscored, and this is what is important, what I wish to emphasize 
today, the necessity of concluding, at an early date a convention on the 
prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling and use of all

This is the major challenge wechemical weapons, and on their destruction, face as far as chemical weapons are concerned at the present time, one that in 
the light of the current situation it is necessary to expedite with renewed 
efforts and with sure hopes of arriving as soon as possible at an acceptable 
solution for the entire international community which will be implemented 
immediately without fail. In this regard, I wish to refer to the statement by 
the Group of 21 which was made very recently on 7 February 1991 in the form of 
an exposé by Peru on behalf of the Group. On this basis, on this awareness of 
the urgency, the importance, the topicality and this Conference's inescapable 
commitment to the international community with regard to the chemical weapons 
issue, my Government hopes that in a short time it will be possible to present 
this convention that is being so eagerly awaited.
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Mr. HANNAH (New Zealand):

My statement this morning is devoted entirely to the subject of chemical 
Specifically, I wish to place before the CD the report ofweapons.

New Zealand's national trial inspection, contained in document CD/1057.
Before doing so, however, I would like to make a few general comments on the 
negotiations on a chemical weapons convention - at this moment the prime focus 
of the work of this Conference.

New Zealand does not have, and has never had chemical weapons. We do not 
allow chemical weapons to be stationed on our territory. We are party to the 
1925 Geneva Protocol, and in 1989 we withdrew our reservation to that Protocol 
which permitted the use of chemical weapons under certain circumstances. We 
took that step because the New Zealand Government does not now see any 
circumstances where the use of chemical weapons would be tolerable.

(continued)
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possibility that chemical weapons might be used in the Gulf war is of 
That threat confirms our belief in the need for aThe

immediate concern.convention going far beyond the Geneva Protocol, one which effectively 
prohibits the development, production, stockpiling as well as the use of 
chemical weapons. That threat should strengthen the resolve of all of us to 
conclude such a convention as soon as possible.

It is against such a background that New Zealand's support for a chemical
New Zealand is not a key participant inconvention should be seen.

We have only a fledgling chemical industry and are unable
But we

weapons
the negotiations.

the technical expertise shared by so many here in this room.
Our aim is that, once the chemicalto muster

are following the negotiations closely.
convention is concluded, New Zeland will have the necessary

Others have alreadyweapons
legislation in place to become an original party, 
expressed a similar aim, and we hope many more will do likewise as the 
negotiations enter their concluding phase.

New Zealand is under no illusions that there still remain crucial 
political obstacles to be overcome before a chemical weapons convention

We accept that some of those may be beyond the scope of 
this body. That' is why we support the idea of a ministerial conference, later 
this year, where the necessary political decisions might be taken, 
without saying that such a conference should be open to all - CD members and 
non-members alike - who share our common interest in a chemical weapons 
convention. It is only through universal adherence that the chemical weapons 
convention will achieve its objective of ensuring that such weapons will never 
again be used anywhere on this Earth.

My Government's support for the conclusion of a comprehensive, effective, 
and verifiable chemical weapons convention is shared by the New Zealand 
chemical industry.worked together to undertake a national trial inspection in November 1990.

becomes a reality.
It goes

As a measure of this support, Government and industry

As I have noted, New Zealand has only a small chemical industry, and 
limited technical resources at its disposal. We are not alone in that.
Through discussion at regional meetings we are aware of the burden other small 
countries believe they will face in implementing the chemical weapons 
convention. One objective of our trial inspection was therefore to determine 
how the lessons learned from earlier inspections were applicable to those with 
more modest chemical industries. Bearing in mind our limited technical 

a second objective was to examine the auditing aspect of anresources,
inspection, both as an indepedent measure of verification, and in its 
relationship to scientific monitoring.

The inspection we undertook was conducted at a multi-purpose complex of
It is the 

It does not
an agricultural chemical company that produces mainly herbicides, 
largest of only a few chemical manufacturers in New Zealand, 
produce any chemicals currently listed under schedule 2 of the "rolling text . 
For the purposes of the inspection, therefore, para-chloro-ortho-cresol (PCOC) 
was treated as a schedule 2 chemical. The declared activity at the plant 
during the inspection was the production of the herbicide sodium 
4-chloro-2-methyl phenoxybutyrate (MCPB).
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The report of the trial inspection is contained in CD/1057. I will 
restrict my comments today to the two specific objectives mentioned earlier. 
The inspection demonstrated that commercial practices in today's chemical 
industry give rise to a myriad of overlapping records that can be audited as a 

of verifying legitimate chemical production. The trial inspection 
clearly showed the effectiveness as a verification tool of a detailed 
financial and production records audit.
means

undertaken in addition to a productionAn audit of financial records was records audit to verify declared activities over an extended period of time 
(which a site inspection may not be certain to identify). The financial 
records audit also provided a thorough cross-check of production records in 
the event of a fraudulent dual accounting system (which we thought would most

The independence of both recordinglikely occur in the production domain).
provides extensive opportunity for the detection of undeclaredsystems

activity, and should not be underplayed.
Although relatively straightforward, the records and production audit 

proved to be the most time-consuming aspect of the trial inspection. In 
undertaking the audit, a five-point strategy was adopted: (i) preliminary 
evaluation; (ii) production analysis and evaluation; (iii) financial 
substantive testing evaluation; (iv) internal control (compliance testing) 
evaluation; and (v) analytical review evaluation. This strategy, together 
with a list of documentation required for a production and financial records 
audit, is detailed in the annex to the report.

It was found that to undertake a records audit an inspector needed 
experience in both commercial auditing and management/cost accounting from a 
manufacturing background. A minimum of six to nine working days (depending on 
the complexities of the operation and number of independent processes) was 
necessary to complete an audit.

Looking more generally at the resource implications, the trial inspection 
reinforced for us the lesson that even for a modest chemical industrial 
facility subject to routine inspection procedures, a high degree of technical 
instrumentation and a wide variety of skills are needed to properly verify 
legitimate chemical industry activity. Physical inspection, financial and 
production records audit, and sample analysis are all essential ingredients of 
an effective inspection régime.

In undertaking such an exercise New Zealand used the full extent of its 
technical and scientific capability. It is our view that the resources 
required to attain such a capability are beyond the scope of many countries 
and that, accordingly, such countries are likely to face difficulties in 
meeting chemical weapons convention obligations. Granted the burden of 
routine and challenge inspections will fall not upon individual Governments, 
but upon the technical secretariat. But even so, the requirement to establish 
national authorities with the kind of capabilities I have just listed will not 
be easy for many.

In its conclusion, the New Zealand report identifies two possible ways to 
help overcome such difficulties. Firstly, countries need to review the 
technical/legal/scientific resources their regions possess, and the potential 
for regional co-operation in implementing the convention. Secondly,
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development at an early stage of a flexible but standardized methodology of 
key audit and inspection approaches would be desirable. This would ensure 
compatibility of inspection treatments, streamlined and effective techniques, 
and prior determination and preparation of the human resources and equipment
required.

Since our inspection report was prepared, we have had the opportunity to 
study your own delegation's paper, CD/1053, which proposes ways of 
streamlining schedule 2 inspections. When you introduced that paper at last 
week's meeting, you expressed some doubts about the cost-effectiveness of 
schedule 2 verification in the draft convention. We share those concerns and, 
on the basis of our own experience, are particularly aware of the potential 

verification régime to overburden the national authorities of smaller
We look forward to the proposals in CD/1053 beingfor a

would-be States parties, 
closely examined by the Ad Hoc Committee.

Unless individual States are confident of their own ability to implement 
relevant aspects of the chemical weapons convention, there cannot be the 
necessary international confidence in the convention as a whole. The 
New Zealand experience is that, for many countries, there will be practical 
constraints quite different in nature from those facing the major players in

We all need to keep these constraints in mind as we beginthe negotiations.
what all hope will be the year in which a chemical weapons convention is
concluded.

I thank the members of the Conference and yourself, Mr. President, for 
hearing out a rather technical intervention, and I hope it is of assistance to 
the deliberations on the chemical weapons convention.
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I would not wish to conclude this statement without referring briefly to 
the topics at the centre of the Conference's attention at its present 
session. I refer to chemical weapons, nuclear testing and the prevention of 
an arms race in outer space. As far as chemical weapons are concerned, my 
country has repeatedly advocated the prompt signature of a convention 
expressly prohibiting the production, stockpiling and use of this type of 
weapons, as well as the complete destruction of those that already exist. We 
said so in this forum in 1989, and also mentioned the fact at the ministerial 
conference in Paris. Unfortunately, the political drive that was generated at 
this latter important meeting has disappeared. My country considers that in 
order to attain the objective of banning these deadly weapons once and for 
all, the support of all nations or the great majority of them is necessary.

CD/PV.585
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Destruction should beUniversality is an essential prerequisite, 
complete and immediate, and effective and transparent verification machinery

Last December, in keeping with Chile's interest inmust.also be set up. ...
contributing to the creation of the required climate of international 
confidence, my delegation circulated, document CD/1042, which constituted a

the suggested outline for the multilateral exchange of basic data 
With regard to the destruction of stockpiles and its

interested in and
response to 
proposed by Germany.
possible negative repercussions on the environment, we are 
support Peru's initiative for the inclusion in the draft convention of a 
chapter on the preservation and cleaning up of the environment. In fact, for 
several months certain delegations have been proposing a ministerial 
conference to be held in the near future to define the necessary political 
guidelines for the finalization of the negotiations. While supporting this 
idea, we would like to say that invitations to this Conference should in our 
view be addressed not only to the member States of the Conference on 
Disarmament, but also to observer States as well as those that are not in 
either of the two above categories, in order to try to make the convention
truly universal.
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General of the Conference and Personal
General of the United Nations): The statement 

Disarmament by the participants 
and the environment

Mr. KOMATINA (Secretary- 
Representative of the Secretary- 
addressed to the members of the Conference on 
in the women's conference on the relationship e ween
reads as follows:

on the

nuclear facilities as potential radiologicaldisarmament 
prohibiting attacks on
weapons.
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flr. BESANÇSNQT (France) (translated from Frpnrhh

In other areas of arms control too, 1990 saw progress which we hope will
as regards START, concerning the nuclear weapons

e 9 •
rapidly lead to agreements: 
of the two major Powers; and as regards the chemical weapons negotiations, 
which are taking up the bulk of the efforts of the Conference on Disarmament.

The Gulf crisis, which involved a serious threat that chemical 
would be used, showed us, if we needed to be shown, that there was an urgent 
need to achieve a universal ban on such

weapons

The Conference on Disarmament
must therefore redouble its efforts to devise imaginative wording whereby the 
final very complex problems involved in such an agreement can be resolved, 
are confident that with good will on all sides, it will be possible to finalize 
this convention in the near future, so as to strengthen security for all.

arms.

We
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As regards the other priority of this Conference - chemical weapons - 
Yugoslavia's interest and, we can say, that of the entire Non-Aligned 
Movement, is to have a decisive step forward taken towards the adoption of a 
global and comprehensive convention. We are aware that a number of primarily 
political problems should be solved as soon as possible, since any fundamental 
advance in the negotiations on the convention depends on them. We would like 
to have these issues examined and decided upon at a special session of this 
Conference at ministerial level whenever it is considered that such a session 
could contribute to the adoption of the convention. We trust we all agree 
that a universal approach to the convention should be achieved - if possible 
before the entry into force of the convention. This is the main aim of 
the proposal Yugoslavia submitted at the last special session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations devoted to disarmament, namely that 
immediately after agreement is reached on the convention a special conference 
should be convened under the auspices of the United Nations to enable all the 
member States of the United Nations to adopt and sign the convention.

It is very important that the convention should be an important and 
attractive enough instrument offering more security to all the signatories. 
I believe I share the opinion of all of you when I say that, when the 
convention enters into force, a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons, 
including the prohibition of use, should also enter into force. I hope it

CD/PV.586
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will not be an exaggeration if I say that in a political sense the prohibition 
of the use of chemical weapons was adopted two years ago in the Paris 
Declaration, which is one more reason why the prohibition in the convention 
should be formulated in such a manner as to eliminate chemical weapons once 
and for all, and why they should never, under any condition, be legalized 
again.
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(Mr. O'Sullivan, Australia)
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(Mr. Calderon. Peru)

It is my delegation's view that there is undoubtedly a direct link 
between the arms race and threats to the ecological integrity of the planet. 
This is the reason that prompted Peru in August last year to propose the 
inclusion in the future convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons and 
their destruction of a set of specific provisions regarding the protection and 
cleaning up of the environment, in particular during the process of 
destruction of the large CW arsenals. This proposal by Peru is contained in 
document CD/1024, which is before the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons.
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Let us take a look at the results. In the 12 years' existence of this 
negotiating forum in its new shape, it has not to date been capable of 
concluding a single disarmament treaty or agreement on any of the eight items 
on its agenda. We are negotiating only on the item relating to the chemical 
weapons ban. And four other items are being discussed in subsidiary bodies, 
while there is no consensus even to discuss the three remaining items relating 
to no lesser matters than nuclear disarmament, the prevention of nuclear war 
and the comprehensive programme of disarmament. And in the only negotiations 
under way, we observe the difficulties involved in reaching unanimity, 
issues of minor importance for the future of the convention.

even on

CD/PV.587
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Mr. CESKA (Austria):

. This is not only a crucial time for international politics, but also for 
the work of this Conference. In a world where military confrontation still 
seems to play a continuing and most regrettable role, reductions in military 
capabilities are of the highest priority. This holds especially true for 
regions where existing tensions have created a large potential for military 
conflicts. Therefore, the Conference on Disarmament is called upon to seek 
rapid and at the same time effective solutions for the items on its agenda.
In particular, the early conclusion of work on a global convention banning all 
chemical weapons is of great importance. The knowledge of the existence of 
such arsenals and of their terrifying effectiveness was tragically refreshed 
during the Iraq-Iran war. Most recently, seven weeks of uncertainty about the 
imminent use of chemical weapons in the Gulf stressed most expressively the 
seriousness of the threat. Given this experience, an effective, 
comprehensive, non-discriminatory and universally adhered-to convention as a 
guarantee for avoiding such situations in the future is in our view a pressing 
need.

Let me now turn to the actual negotiations on a CW convention and to key
In this context, the work programme which has 

been proposed for the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons seems to us a very
issues not resolved thus far.

(continued)
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constructive approach in as much as it deals with all related questions, 
provides for detailed consideration under the three headings of security, 
verification and organization, and at the same time takes account of their 
close interrelationship. Therefore, in my remarks, I will follow this working 
agenda.

It

The future convention will only be considered successful if it is able to 
guarantee the security of all States parties, 
perceptions of quite different international actors have to be taken into

Regional security interests demand particular attention under the 
This seems especially true when considering ways and means of

Only if

In this regard, the security

account.
convention.
ensuring signature and ratification by all States of a given region. 
full participation at the regional level is ensured, can universal commitment 
to the convention be expected. Therefore, particular importance has to be 
attributed to early involvement by all States in the elaboration of the

In this context, it is encouraging to note that an increasingconvention.
number of non-member States are participating in the work of the Conference on 

The presence of an even greater number of States would createDisarmament.
still more confidence and ensure the necessary global attention.

An important aspect of security relates to the question of the total
In our view, adequate steps have to bedestruction of all chemical weapons. 

undertaken to guarantee the feasibility of destruction of all chemical weapons 
within the envisaged time frame.
technology as well as regional arrangements for co-operation might be 
envisaged. Any such activities should take place under strict international 
surveillance. Furthermore, all States should start to redefine their military 
doctrines in a way that leaves no place for the use of chemical weapons.

To this end, transfer of necessary

As to security concerns, the question of assistance in cases of the use 
or the threat of the use of chemical weapons is relevant. Adequate provisions 
should, on the one hand, guarantee rapid assistance in cases where there 13 an 
immediate need and, on the other hand, also ensure some form of political 
guidance for such circumstances.

The second "basket" deals with matters related to verification, which can 
be considered as the cornerstone of the future convention. Actually, a 
comprehensive discussion is focusing on solutions elaborated so far and on 
necessary changes. In our view, the future verification régime has to 
guarantee the necessary confidence in the convention by adequate and strict 
surveillance of compliance with the convention by all States. At the same 
time, the régime should be practical and flexible enough to deal with future 
developments such as production changes or new scientific knowledge, 
regard, we welcome the current efforts to streamline the overall verification 
régime while keeping the most important principle intact, i.e. verification of 
any relevant site anywhere at any time.

As a concrete contribution to these efforts, Austria has submitted 
working paper CD/1062 (CD/CW/WP.334) dated 21 February 1991, containing three 
studies related to the verification of non-production of chemical weapons.
One study deals with materials monitoring in chemical production facilities, 
comparing relevant solutions in the Convention Against Illicit Traffic in 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances with the actual approach of the

In this
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The other two studies deal with the development of a computer 
for accounts auditing during inspections of facilities, one giving the

"rolling text", 
program
theoretical background, the other describing the details of a computer program

My delegation would be interested in any 
comments, and stands ready to offer any further information.
elaborated for that purpose.

Turning to the third area, entitled "organization", let me start by 
elaborating on the question of participation and decision-making within the 
Executive Council of the future control organization, 
geographical distribution of membership should be ensured, while at the same 
time it might be envisaged that some countries may seek more frequent 
representation in this organ than others, taking into account their specific

The question needs to be considered of 
whether consensus requirements or veto rights have a place in such an organ.

In the light of the progress achieved in the current negotiations, which 
will hopefully make it possible to finalize the CW convention in the near 
future, let me reiterate the readiness of Austria to host the future 
organization.

The financing of the activities of the future organization will have to 
strike a balance -between political aspects and the technical needs of the 
organization. In other words, contributions to a general budget encompassing 
the current costs of activities should be borne by all States parties ; 
contributions to a specific budget for verification activities should be based 
upon special criteria while still ensuring some form of cost-sharing as an 
expression of a global commitment to verification.

In our view, adequate

interests and responsibilities.
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(The President)

... In connection with the fact that the Soviet representative is performing 
the duties of President of the Conference from this week onwards, the 
Foreign Minister of the USSR, A.A. Bessmertnykh, has requested me to convey to 
the Conference on Disarmament and all the delegations taking part in its 
proceedings, as well as the Secretary-General of the Conference, his wishes 
for success in resolving the tasks of the utmost importance which are on the 
agenda of this forum. He also instructed me to underline the unchanging 
nature of the Soviet Union's consistent course towards lower levels of

As regards themilitary confrontation, and towards real disarmament.
Conference on Disarmament, Minister Bessmertnykh asked me to note that this 
involves first of all the earliest possible completion of negotiations on the 
prohibition of chemical weapons, ensuring a qualitative shift in considering 
the problems of the complete prohibition of nuclear tests and the prevention 
of an arms race in outer space, and a constructive search for mutually 
acceptable solutions on other agenda items of this unique multilateral 
negotiating forum.
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(Mr. Garvalov. Bulgaria)

Among the concrete items on the agenda my delegation attaches prime 
importance to the priority of the negotiations to conclude a chemical weapons 
convention. Bulgaria has declared that it does not possess chemical weapons, 
that it has no intention whatsoever of acquiring such weapons and that it is 
ready to sign the future convention immediately. My country has initiated the 
procedure whereby it will drop its reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol. 
While it is true in principle that negotiations are a give-and-take process, 
in this particular case Bulgaria is not giving up anything by joining such a 
convention. From the point of view of its national security Bulgaria can only 
gain from a convention which will eliminate all existing stocks of chemical 
weapons, prevent future production of chemical weapons and contain reliable 
guarantees that it will be strictly complied with, and may earn the widest 
possible adherence. For us this convention will be even more acceptable 
should it succeed in solving in the best possible and just way such issues as 
assistance, economic and technical cooperation in the field of civil chemical 
industry, and financial and organizational aspects.

• # 0
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(Mr. Azikiwe. Nigeria)

The spectre of the use of chemical weapons during the Gulf war has 
dramatically brought to the fore once again the need for the urgent conclusion 
of a convention on the comprehensive and total prohibition of chemical 
weapons.
international community over the delay in concluding the negotiations, 
very high expectations that were generated by the Paris Conference on chemical 
weapons in January 1989 have yet to be realized. Our negotiations have 
reached a critical stage where the issues are now being addressed more 
purposefully than ever before. While my delegation appreciates and indeed 
respects the concerns of some delegations on a number of decisive issues under 
negotiation, our overriding consideration should be to ensure that we have a 
convention that members of the international community will be willing to 
adhere to and ratify. We therefore welcome the increasing attention paid in 
the Ad Hoc Committee to the question of universality. Similarly, it is

(continued)

My delegation shares the concern within the CD and the rest of the
The
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important for intensive consultations to be conducted regularly with 
non-members of the Conference on Disarmament, who do not have the opportunity 
to examine the provisions of the draft convention thoroughly and its effects 
on their national security.

My delegation is of the view that when the convention is finally 
concluded, it is essential to provide a genuine and credible guarantee to 
parties who do not produce or store chemical weapons in a way that will 
enhance rather than diminish the security of all States parties. These 
weapons of mass and indiscriminate destruction are morally reprehensible 
because their targets are not military installations or physical structures 
essential to military endeavour. 
civilians and their environment, 
that includes a very effective verification regime that will instil in States 
parties the confidence that its provisions are being complied with, or, where 
this is not so, that violations will be properly detected; a convention that 
will ensure that, where violations are detected, they will be decisively dealt 
with; a convention that will in particular be non-discriminatory among the 
States parties ; a convention that will also foster cooperation among States 
parties, in the chemical industry. Similarly there is a need for genuine 
safeguards so that the principle of prohibition does not adversely affect 
chemical industries in the developing countries. My delegation is satisfied 
that the Ad Hoc Committee has got off to a good start this session under your 
able guidance. We expect the Committee to intensify its efforts to conclude 
outstanding work on the convention. The spirit of mutual concession and of 
mature compromise is required at this stage to overcome the outstanding 
differences.

They are always directed against innocent 
In practical terms, it means a convention
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(Mr. Donowaki. Japan)

The optimistic view about the work of the CD that I have just described 
can be substantiated by taking a careful look at the status of the chemical 
weapons convention negotiations. It was in 1984, when the United States 
introduced a draft convention in CD/500, that the concept of mandatory 
inspections or inspections on request took firm hold as an important mechanism 
for ensuring the reliability and effectiveness of the CWC. In 1987, as a 
result of President Gorbachev's "new thinking" diplomacy, the Soviet Union 
came to support the concept of mandatory inspections. This was already the 
beginning of the end of the cold war, from which the CWC negotiations received 
a tremendous boost. Two years later, when the CD still had no CWC and the 
Iran-Iraq war produced unfortunate instances of the use of chemical 
the Paris Conference was convened in January 1989, and then the Canberra 
Conference later in the same year, in order to encourage the early conclusion 
of the CWC. 
negotiations.
United States-Soviet agreement to cease production of CW and to destroy most 
of their CW stockpiles was indeed a historic step forward, immensely 
facilitating the CWC negotiations. On the other hand, one has to admit the 
enormous impact the new concept of inspection on request had in store, because 
it was to be applied globally, in contrast to the CFE Treaty, which applied 
only to Europe, and also because it was meant to involve not only military but 
also civilian industrial facilities. The complexity and sensitivity of the 
issue was clearly demonstrated when the United States and the Soviet Union 
failed to agree on the protocol on inspection procedures at the end of last 
year, in spite of their commitment to do so.
CD cannot be criticized for its incompetence, or for its failure to take 
advantage of the ending of the cold war.

weapons,

The year 1990 was regarded as a critical year for the 
The signing in June of that year of the bilateral

Thus it becomes clear that the

Another important factor delaying the negotiations last year was the 
debate on the question of the universality of the future CWC. In last year'sUnited States-Soviet bilateral agreement, it was agreed that the concept of a 
residual security stock would be introduced into the draft CWC in order to 
ensure universal adherence to the future convention. However, the proposal, 
which amounted to the creation of unequal status for States parties to the 
future convention between CW haves and have-nots, was bound to be met with 
strong opposition and resentment from a number of States participating in the 
negotiations.

I took up the issue of inspections upon request and the issue of 
universality as the most important issues on which the CWC negotiations were 
stalled during the course of last 
despair.
most crucial issues finally came to be seriously and constructively discussed

(continued)

However, I did not do so out of 
On the contrary, my delegation was encouraged by the fact that the

year.
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during the course of last year under the able chairmanship of your 
predecessor, Ambassador Carl-Magnus Hyltenius. 
remaining issues of importance were tackled energetically and considerable 
progress was achieved during the course of last year. This year my delegation 
is pleased to note the prevailing sense among delegations that we are nearing 
our final goal. The crucial issues of inspection upon request and universal 
adherence, as well as other similarly important remaining issues, are now 
being actively pursued under your dedicated and skilful chairmanship of the 
Ad Hoc Committee. Working group chairmen and friends of the chair selected by 
you are also demonstrating devotion and competence. In addition, group 
co-ordinators are working harder than ever. All these indications show that 
the momentum is rising. Formal and informal consultations, as well as group 
and bilateral consultations, are fully geared up to the early achievement of 
our common goal.
upon any specific issues in today's plenary statement, except to reaffirm its 
strong commitment to work, under your able guidance, for the early conclusion 
of the CWC. I also wish to take this opportunity to remind the Conference 
that Japan, like the CSCE member States, declared its intention to become one 
of the original signatory States of the CWC last October during the session of 
the First Committee of the United Nations General Assembly.

(continued)

Similarly, some other

Therefore, my delegation does not find it necessary to dwell



CD/PV.588
14

(Mr. Donowaki. Japan)

When we think about the role of the CD in the emerging post-cold-war era, 
we are all aware that the end of East-West confrontation does not necessarily 
lead us to a more peaceful and stable world. The unfortunate experience of 
the Gulf war reminded us of the danger of even more frequent and disastrous

Therefore, the greatest concern of our times is theregional conflicts.
question of whether and how we can prevent a second and third incident similar 
to the one Iraq unlawfully started. In this connection, the question of the 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, as well as the question of 
the abnormal build-up of conventional weapons in particular regions, are 
likely to be focused upon with great attention at every possible opportunity 
in our international dealings. The relevance of the CD as the sole 
multilateral negotiating body on disarmament matters will certainly be judged 
by its ability to meet the concerns of our times as described above. As far 
as the prevention of weapons of mass destruction is concerned, the early 
conclusion of the CWC will no doubt become the single most important 
contribution by the CD for the time being, while any much longer delay in 
delivering the CWC will cast serious doubt on the competence of the CD. As to 
biological weapons, a number of delegations appear to take the view that the 
updating of the BWC by incorporating a workable and reliable verification 
mechanism would be a natural and urgent task for the CD after the conclusion 
of the CWC. As for the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, we have in place 
the nuclear non-proliferation Treaty and the strengthening of the Treaty 
régime, we have to admit, is not under the responsibility of the CD alone. As 
to the question of the abnormal build-up of conventional arms in particular 
regions, the dangers of which we have been reminded of by the latest events in 
the Gulf, Japan, as a nation that has long enforced a policy of strict control 
on arms exports, may be in a good position to urge other major suppliers of 
arms to exercise restraint. However, arms export control is a well-known 
complex problem. Denial of arms supplies might have a destabilizing effect on 
those regions where the existing imbalance of forces poses a real threat to 
the security of some nations in the region. Furthermore, mere restraint in 
arms transfer naturally works in favour of nations with an arms production 
capability. In any case, it remains to be seen whether the question of 
international arms transfers can best be addressed at the CD. On the other
hand, we may be able to make a modest step forward by enhancing transparency 
and openness in international arms transfers. This is one of the so-called 
confidence-building measures. It has to be applied globally, and still it has 
great relevance to regional security problems. Furthermore, a study on the 
question of transparency in international arms transfers now being conducted 
by a group of experts under the auspices of the United Nations is scheduled to 
be completed this summer. Although confidence-building measures are not 
disarmament per se. there is no doubt about their usefulness in preventing an 
arms race, and the CD must be the right forum for looking into the matter with 
a view to working out appropriate international undertakings.
CD may become more attuned to the requirements of our times.

In this way the

(continued)
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When we take a look at our agenda in the CD as adopted (CD/1049), we 
realize that as many as three items are nuclear-related and that pertinent 
issues including the BWC are not given any place, 
recognizes the importance of a nuclear test ban, and will continue to work 
hard for its early realization. None the less, there is no denying that the 
idea of giving this agenda item such high priority was a by-product of the 
culmination of the cold war era. Some 10 years ago when there was no 
realistic possibility of a reduction in nuclear arms, a nuclear test ban, 
however unachievable it might actually have been, might have had its own 
appeal as the most important step forward in the direction of nuclear 
disarmament. Today we find ourselves, let us hope, in a vastly different 
world. My delegation is aware that the agenda of the CD has its own history. 
Often it is explained that our agenda is based on the famous "Decalogue", 
which in turn is said to have taken into account the relevant provisions of 
the documents of SSOD I and II. Then the question may arise: How come the 
Decalogue appears to be more flexible, allowing more room for the inclusion of 
the urgent subjects of our times, including the BWC, as agenda items of the 
CD? It is against this background that my delegation was pleased to see the 
resumption of the informal open-ended consultations on the improved and 
effective functioning of the CD under the chairmanship of our esteemed 
colleague, Ambassador Kamal of Pakistan, 
must certainly work hard to meet the requirements of our times by concluding, 
as early as possible, the long-standing CWC negotiations, and by placing on 
its agenda the most appropriate and urgently required items of our times.

Of course, my delegation

In this fast-changing world, the CD
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Among the items included in its agenda, there is one on which the 
Conference on Disarmament has made progress in fulfilling its role as a 
multilateral negotiating body. Let us say that this is the only one on which 
we have made progress - the issue of chemical weapons. The process of 
negotiation on the draft convention has been arduous. Many persistent 
obstacles in the past negotiations have been overcome. Proof of this is the 
current content of appendices I and II to the "rolling text" of the draft 
convention. The draft convention sets forth the commitment of all States 
parties not to use, develop, produce, acquire, stock-pile, retain or transfer 
chemical weapons, as well as the commitment to their destruction, 
of the convention is quite clear: the total and complete destruction of 
chemical weapons. Bearing in mind that there is a prohibition of 
contained in the Geneva Protocol of 1925 - a question that has been 
incorporated in the scope of the future convention - we are concerned that 
this reference has not yet been included in the mandate of the Committee.
Also included is a clear commitment to the total destruction of chemical 
weapons over a 10-year period. Recognizing this commitment and the scope of 
the Convention, which is that of total prohibition and destruction, provisions 
which ensure the maintenance of certain CW arsenals at the end of the 
destruction period would be unacceptable at this stage of the negotiations.
In that context, we reiterate that the fundamental element which must 
characterize this instrument is that of universality, and to achieve this the 
scope set by the convention should be that of total and complete prohibition 
and destruction, establishing no rights for chemical-weapon States to maintain 
certain arsenals, nor any postponement of the obligation to destroy all 
chemical weapons as well as CW production facilities. An issue requiring 
consideration by the Committee relates to the financing of the organization 
for the prohibition of chemical weapons.

The scope

use

Last year Working Group C held consultations on this issue, the results 
of which are currently attached in appendix 2 of the "rolling text". The 
inclusion of a reference on this item in the draft convention is an important

(continued)
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The negotiationstep which will make the future work of the Committee easier, 
of a Convention to establish a total ban on chemical weapons, which has 
involved the consideration of a number of political and technical issues of 
extreme complexity, and major efforts and sacrifices on the part of the 
negotiators, has proved that the Conference can make progress in multilateral 
negotiations when there is political will to do so. The time would be right 
if we take into account the proposal for the holding of a ministerial session 
of the Conference on Disarmament devoted to the chemical weapons issue. 
Presumably this conference would be designed to overcome the obstacles 
affecting the negotiations on the convention. However, at the same time we 
believe that we cannot come to this session with the same problems as those 
which exist now, and hence we have to focus our efforts on overcoming them and 
to hold the conference at the time deemed most appropriate, 
contribution by Venezuela to the efforts designed to achieve the complete 
prohibition of chemical weapons is the holding in Caracas of a regional 
seminar which will basically revolve around the question of chemical weapons.

The seminar,
have previously stated, will be designed to acquaint all Latin American 

and Caribbean States with the scope, the purposes and goals of the convention, 
the verification machinery that is to be set up, and generally speaking all 
the legal and technical aspects of the future convention on chemical weapons 
in order to facilitate the internal administrative and legislative process 
that is to be followed for the early ratification, entry into force and

It is hoped that the participating

A modest

This seminar will be held from 1 to 5 July of the current year.
as we

implementation of this instrument.Governments will give preference to designating officials from their foreign 
ministries or other governmental bodies who in one way or another would 
participate in decision-making relating to the adoption and setting in motion 
of the convention.
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(Mr- Man tuba. Zaire)

humble opinion the Conference has neither reflected nor paused 
extent the changes that have occurred could reorient our

recently, the regret expressed by the august representative 
the Conference's inability, over a period of nearly

In my 
to see to what
• # •

JustOrganization.
of Peru, Dr. Calderon, on , .12 years, to conclude even a treaty on one of the items on the agenda, shows 
sufficiently well the seriousness of the illness from which our Conference 
is suffering. But if we really cannot perform the main function for which

was created, what can be its justification? Unless we are careful,
the risk of becoming a debating societythis organ

the Conference on Disarmament runs . ^for plenipotentiaries whose main purpose is merely to set forth and highlight 
their different points of view. How could you explain that to this day we 
are still in the midst of doubts and hesitations and consultations to find 
a decisive solution concerning the expansion of the membership of the 
Conference? It is, moreover, surprising to find that certain States are 
opposed to increasing the number of members from 39 to UU. It is high time 
for the Conference to be flexible on this subject; because our common aim is

network of international security relationships where
Whether members,to bring about a neweach State, big or small, must make its modest contribution, 

observers or others, every time world peace is threatened, all world States 
experience a lack of security and all have the same concern - peace. It is 
true that the Conference's overall record is not totally negative; for it is 
agreeable to acknowledge the establishment of certain ad hoc committees on a 
few items on the agenda. But what course will they take, and what will their 
aim be? For instance, taking agenda item 1 on nuclear testing, the eminent 
Ambassador of Morocco, Mr. Benhima, was among the outstanding speakers last 
year who deplored the fact that the Ad Hoc Committee on a Nuclear Test Ban did 
not have a negotiating mandate. I am afraid that this year the situation will 
be almost identical. Nothing will surprise us when we bear in mind that the 
interests of these five major nuclear-weapon Powers are closely connected.
As regards chemical weapons, as everybody knows, their history is the longest

CD/PV.590
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(Mr. Mantuba. Zaire)

Sixty-five years after thein all multilateral negotiations on disarmament.
adoption of the Geneva Protocol in 1925, the international community still 
has no convention banning all chemical weapons. What has become of the 
enthusiasm generated by the 1989 Paris Conference on the convention banning 
the production, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons? As time passes, 
all the speeches, promises and initiatives seem today to have evaporated 
into the clouds, and the threat of their use remains. Where is the political 
resolve of the international community?
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PRESIDENT (translated from Russian):
Now, with your permission, I would like to take the floor myself 

as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons to make a brief
At the last meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons 

documents submitted by the chairmen of the working groups 
of the Ad Hoc Committee would be compiled by the secretariat, 

naturally without their being given any official status or document number.
I would now like to inform delegations that this compilation will be put in 
the delegations' pigeon-holes on Tuesday, 2 April. In that way everyone will 
be able to obtain those documents there at that time.

The

announcement. 
we agreed that the 
and the Chairman
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The PRESIDENT (_t lated from RuPfiian ) !rans

The beginning of the second part of the Conference's session coincides 
with events which offer good omens for success in our work, particularly 
in the field of chemical weapons. I am sure that today we will hear more 
detailed statements concerning these events„ I should like to take this 
opportunity to assure you that my delegation, and I personally as President of 
the Conference, stand ready to cooperate so that everything possible is done 
to advance our work on this matter, and also on other matters before the 
Conference, in order to resolve them successfully.
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Mr. RCHATER (Germany): It is a great honour and privilege for me today 
to be able to address the Geneva Conference on Disarmament, the body which 
deals with central aspects of arms control and disarmament on behalf of 
the international community. You, Mr. President, have this year become

Vf£ÏW bistro-,ly.upportod thi. gel fro. tb. very .t.rt hope th.t 
it will soon be attained. My Government, therefore, very much welcomes an 
fully supports the new proposals of President Bush which will be presented 
here this morning, as far as I would told, which aim at achieving the 
comprehensive and verifiable prohibition of chemical weapons within the 
next 12 months.
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Limiting the proliferation of conventional weapons is an urgent problem 
in relation to nuclear, biological or chemical armswhose significance ^ _ .control - the theme of this Conference - should not be underrated, 

well known, the renunciation of nuclear, biological and chemical weapons has 
always, and from the very beginning, been a corner-stone of the policies ot 
the Federal Republic of Germany; the German Government reaffirmed this 
renunciation on behalf of Germany as a whole at the fourth conference to ' 
review the non-proliferation Treaty. Germany is also participating actively

multilateral efforts to strengthen the global non-proliferation 
all it has advocated that full-scope safeguards be agreed as

To be credible,

As is

in the current 
Aboveregime.

the pre-condition for nuclear supplies to non-NPT countries. 
the renunciation of weapons of mass destruction and the commitment to their

Particularly in this 
The German

non-proliferation must also include missile technology, 
respect, the experience of the Gulf war has sent dramatic signals.

therefore supports the ongoing efforts to enhance and supplement 
the régime. The reforms agreed or envisaged are intended to ensure that in 
future the missile technology control régime supplements to a greater extent 
the global non-proliferation régime.

Government
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flr. KARHTLO (Finland):
The war in the Persian Gulf emphasized once more the urgent need to 

complete the negotiations on the chemical weapons convention. But the war 
also profoundly changed the perceptions of the role of chemical weapons and 
their usability in modern warfare based on high technology.

considerable time, the chemical weapons negotiations have been in a 
draft convention has been refined and improved every

The
For a 

dilemma: the text of the
successful conclusion of the negotiations has eluded us.

It is also realistic to stateyear, but the
core issues that remain open are well known.

of those issues remain open only in waiting for the end-game to 
begin. It should begin now. The statement of President George Bush las 
Monday should form a good prelude for it. We welcome the readiness o e 
United States to resolve for its part some important open issues such as the 
questions regarding a total prohibition of use and an unconditional commitment 
to destroy all chemical weapons within 10 years of the convention s taking 

We hope that this new development will accelerate the pace m all

that some

effect, 
issues under negotiation.

The package approach is a helpful illustration of the interrelationship 
of the issues. However, expectations of a package should not mislead us into 
assuming that all the pieces of the puzzle can be left to fall in place at

is true of a ministerial meeting.The samego and at the last minute.one
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It cannot be expected that the ministers could somehow in a day or two solve 
the questions that the negotiators have not been able to settle. The task 
that we can see for a ministerial meeting is to confirm the solution of 
the main political issues, 
negotiators at a rapid pace. 
meeting is attendance, 
signals sent to the international community as a whole have to be carefully 
considered. One of the main features of the chemical weapons convention will 
be its non-discriminatory nature. Restricting full participation in an 
essentially political meeting to anything less than all the countries that 
have shown interest in the negotiations may result in adverse interpretations 
of the objective of the whole process.

Thereafter the text could be polished by the 
Another important aspect of a ministerial 

We are all striving for a universal convention. The

Confidence-building measures, openness and transparency are proven 
pace-setters for disarmament measures. They could also serve as pace-setters 
for the CWC even during the negotiating process. There are measures 
that have already been suggested and taken in connection with these 
negotiations - for example, visits to CW-related facilities, declarations 
concerning the possession or non-possession of chemical weapons, the 
production of scheduled chemicals and intention to become an original 
signatory of the convention. Several other possible measures have been 
identified during the first session of the CD in Working Group A of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons. All these voluntary measures are 
suitable for unilateral, bilateral or multilateral application. Finland 
would like to see more countries consider making use of them.

It has been disappointing to see that the advances in the solution of the 
pending political issues have hitherto been limited. Still, we recognize the 
fact that a good deal of useful work has been done in the other parts of the 
"rolling text". In particular, I would like to mention the discussion on the 
streamlining of the verification system for the chemical industry, based on 
the Swedish proposal contained in document CD/1053. We are confident that on 
the basis of an integrated approach, a feasible, practical and cost-effective 
system for verification will emerge. The most important features of such a 
system, in our opinion, are the enlargement of the number of facilities 
open to possible inspections and, at the same time, the concentration of 
verification activities on the facilities which are the most relevant.

The main contribution of Finland to the chemical weapons negotiations 
is in the technical field. Within the Finnish Research Project on the 
Verification of Chemical Disarmament, scientific research has been conducted 
for some 20 years. The results of these research activities have been 
published in the so-called "blue book" series and presented annually to 
the CD.
as unique in the world at it was only a few years ago. 
that an increasing number of countries are involved in this type of research 
activity.

This exclusively verification-oriented research activity is no longer
We welcome the fact

Serious discussion based on technical research can only speed up the 
negotiating process. A wider understanding of technical problems connected 
with verification and the pursuit of adequate solutions to them contribute to 
confidence both within and among the participating countries. They have to be 
fully confident that the means to achieve the aims set forth in the process
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Technical Group on Instrumentation and its successor, the Technics 
Analytical Database and Laboratories.

In 1989 Finland coordinated the first inter-laboratory comparison test, 
the so-called round-robin test. The results of that test were reported to

A second, similar test was arranged in November-December 
second test will be reported to the CD before 

Fifteen laboratories participated in
the CD last summer.

The results of thatlast year.
useful. ^This°is ! perhaps 

a third test is being prepared for the coming

On
the whole 
best shown by the fact that
autumn.

Another concrete activity that Finland has been engaged in during the 
past year is the training programme on verification analysis required by the 
future convention. This programme is offered to analytical chemists from. _
developing countries which are members of the Group of 21. The third training 
course is now approaching its conclusion. We have been pleased to see that 
this programme has been well received by the countries concerned. During this 
year chemists from Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Mexico, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lan a 
and Yugoslavia will participate in the programme.

intention to continue the programme and to develop it in
verification techniquesIt is ourIn the first phase this means adding some not presently covered. It also means penetrating deeper into some existing 

areas of the programne. We would like to thank the Government of Germany for 
its support for our efforts. This makes it possible for us to add important 
new features to the programme. In the second phase we are planning a 
follow-up course for those who have already participated in the basic course. 
During the next 12 months we hope to be able to improve the capabilities o 
the project laboratory in such a way that steps towards the follow-up course 
could be started.

substance.
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As we open the second part of our 1991 session » it gives me great 
pleasure to read to you, and to our colleagues, a message to the Conference 
on Disarmament from the President of the United States. The message is as
follows :

"The recent conflict in the Persian Gulf has brought into play 
again the terrible spectre of the use of chemical weapons against

It underscores the urgency of ridding the world of 
I believe that the best hope for eliminating

once
innocent populations. 
these weapons of terror.
the scourge of chemical weapons is the total ban contained in the 
chemical weapons convention under negotiation in this Conference. The 
United States is committed to the early, successful completion of this 
convention and to its effective implementation, 
announced a number of steps the United States will take to accelerate 
the negotiations, and have instructed Ambassador Ledogar to implement my 
decision at this session. I hope this initiative will also spur other 
nations to commit themselves equally to the critical objectives of the 
convention, and I urge all nations to join us in achieving an effective 
chemical weapons ban as soon as possible. I especially call upon the 
participants in this Conference to exert every effort toward this end and 
to set themselves the goal of resolving all major outstanding issues by 
the end of 1991 and of completing the chemical weapons convention within

To achieve this timetable, I urge that the chemical
I wish

To this end, I have

the next 12 months.
Ad Hoc Committee stay in continuous session in Geneva.weapons 

you all speedy success."

President Bush's message sets forth the basic approach the United States
He has longwishes to take in concluding our work on a chemical weapons ban. 

maintained that the best hope for eliminating chemical weapons is the total 
ban which we are presently negotiating in this forum. Given the urgency of 
ridding the world of these weapons of terror, we cannot afford to continue 
"business as usual" in our negotiations.

At the beginning of this week, the President announced that 
the United States is prepared to take a number of innovative steps to 
strengthen the prospects for successful conclusion of a chemical weapons 
convention.

To instil a sense of urgency in the CD's work, the United States 
proposes that a time frame be established for completion of the negotiations. 
We propose that the goal be to resolve all major outstanding issues in 
the negotiations by the end of 1991, and to complete the convention 
within 12 months.

Permit me to outline these steps for you at this time.

To help reach these goals, the United States proposes that the Ad Hoc 
Conmittee on Chemical Weapons stay in continuous session from now until the 
convention is completed; negotiations would continue during the previously 
scheduled breaks in July and in the fall. This will help ensure that no time 
is lost and no opportunity is wasted. Under our proposal, the United States 
is prepared to keep me and my delegation in Geneva and to reinforce the 
delegation as necessary to support this schedule. We call on other nations 
to share the same commitment.
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To facilitate completion of a chemical weapons ban within a year, 
the United States has decided to take steps to resolve two key issues that 
have become obstacles in the negotiations.
demonstrate that the only way to achieve a treaty is through flexibility.

others to show similar flexibility. Specifically, the United States will

In taking these steps we hope to
We

urgedrop its insistence on retaining a right of retaliation with chemical weapons. 
The United States will formally forswear the use of chemical weapons for any 

, including retaliation in kind, against any State, effective when the 
convention enters into force. We will also propose a provision for the 
convention prohibiting the use of chemical weapons under any circumstances.
reason

Further, the United States will drop its position that we and certain 
others must be allowed to keep 2 per cent of our chemical weapons stockpile 
until all CW-capable States have joined the convention, 
will unconditionally commit itself to the destruction of all of its chemical 

stocks and former chemical weapons production facilities within
We call upon all States

The United States

weapons
10 years of the entry into force of the convention.
to declare their stocks of chemical weapons and to follow our lead by 
beginning to destroy their stocks and production facilities, 
provisions for the convention that require all parties, unconditionally, to 
begin the destruction of their chemical weapons stocks and production 
facilities as soon as the convention enters into force and to complete the

We will propose

elimination within 10 years.
WhileVerification is one of the key unfinished areas of the convention, 

substantial progress has been made in developing the verification system for
The United States reaffirms its

We will soon offer
the convention, important issues remain.
commitment to a strong and forthright verification régime, 
additional concrete proposals to address the central issue of challenge 
inspection.

Another key unresolved issue is how to achieve the broad participation 
that is essential for an effective ban. We believe, of course, that 
significant intrinsic benefits will flow to all parties from a total ban on 
chemical weapons. We also believe there should be tangible benefits for those 
States that join the convention - and specific penalties for those who do

Therefore, the United States will propose provisions for the convention 
that will require parties to refuse to trade in CW-related materials with 
States that do not become parties within a reasonable period of time after 
entry into force.

Many States will be required to destroy chemical weapons under the 
convention. This is a very complex and technically demanding task. To 
facilitate the worldwide elimination of chemical weapons, the United States 
will offer practical and effective help to other States to assist in the 
speedy, safe, and environmentally sound destruction of chemical weapons, 
wherever they may be found. We are creating a task force comprised of 
United States Government and private industry representatives to develop 
proposals on how the United States can advise and assist States in chemical 
weapons destruction.
parties that have chemical weapons located on their territory.

not.

We will provide technical destruction assistance to
This could
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include visits to our destruction facilities, blueprints, and technical 
advice. As a forum for practical cooperation, we propose the creation of 
a technical working group on destruction under the aegis of the CD.

reaffirms its position that there should be sanctions 
that violate the convention and especially severeThe United States 

against those Statessanctions against any State that initiates the use of chemical weapons. 
United States declares that it will consider violations of the convention, 
especially the initiation of the use of chemical weapons, as extremely grave 
breaches of international law and the United States will impose all

The

appropriate sanctions.
Through the process of negotiation, the participants in the CD are

that the chemical weapons convention accommodates
Compromises are frequently 

We believe therefore that the States
endeavouring to ensure
the concerns and interests of all participants, 
necessary to achieve this accommodation. 
participating in the negotiations have a responsibility to support the

The United States formally declares its intention to become
We call upon all States 

We also call upon all States
resulting text.an original party to the chemical weapons convention, 
to conmit publicly to becoming original parties, 
to declare their chemical weapons stocks, and to forswear the use of CW for 

when the CWC enters into force.any reason
Until a total ban is effected, the United States believes it is 

important to prevent chemical weapons from spreading further. To this end 
the United States is prepared to provide extensive information on our export 
controls on CW-related materials and technologies - and on our domestic
legislation to enforce them - to all other participants in the negotiations.
We recommend that all States enact similar controls, thereby curbing the

all work toward a complete and formal ban.

Completing the convention in the next year will require considerable 
effort, dedication, and flexibility from all of us. The atatUfi qua not
suffice. It will require all of us to work together if we are to achieve
our common objective of a global ban on the production, storage and use of
chemical weapons. '—------- ---------to do what is necessary to make a chemical weapons convention a reality, we 
urge others to show flexibility in their positions and to make the same 
conmitment toward accomplishing our common objectives.

spread of chemical weapons as we



, on behalf of the Netherlands 
of the Conference onme toMr. President,

d.lggationop you, . your' ip.piring leadership our
Disarmament, we are f < i i*(i Indeed, we do aspiexpectations of con*^‘r°“‘cUy^s'chliramn of the 1991 Ad Bo; Comelttee on
that in your concurrent capacity as that ^ convention_ „„ lt-
Hhrmpr:iid:r”‘ioyu°=a: L sure of the full support of m, delegation.

I wish to address three subjects: first, the chemical weapons

We are extremely happy that the United States of America last week 
reconsidered its position on a number of delicate issues concerning the draft 
cWc“ ««p»s convention: the issues of security stocks and the use of 
rhemical weapons in retaliation or otherwise. We know that the America 
dec! ions "re difficult to take, and we are therefore all the -re sat sfied 
and grateful that they were taken. I trust them to provide an important 
political impulse to engage us in the final phase of the negotiations.

Today

Conventional Armed

time for all delegations present here to get our

izzsx
General Assembly. Two major problem areas require much further 
consideration. These are challenge inspections and the verification f 
non-production in the chemical industry. Of course, much other nitty gritty 
workPstill needs to be done, but right now it seems important to concentra 
on solving the two major verification problems. These are complex matters which Ire8vUal to an'effective treaty and which touch upon important national 
security and industrial interests. These will therefore take time to solve. 
Some other difficult issues, such as the composition of the Executive Coun 

be tackled somewhat later.may

should be continued as a matter of high priority. Indeed, a regime is com g 
into being which has good deterrence features with respect to poten a 
violators of the convention and is at the same time cost e ec ive- 

of the chemical industry will create the confidence that all parties are
faithfully complying with the treaty.

Openness

No formal structure exists as yet to tackle the other major
For the time being we could leave ittoSthe Chainn^of'the Ad Hoc Committee to organize private and open ended 

consultations. Somewhat later in the year we may need a more organized
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Many ideas are floating around,structure to handle this complex matter.
while trial challenge inspections have been carried out and are being 
organized in order to study particular aspects of such inspections and 
build up experience, 
ideas are brought into the discussions which must be translated into treaty 

The time is ripe for a major effort in this field.

We now reach a stage in which concrete and tested

language.

Most other matters, the nitty-gritty of the convention, could be handled
However, clear priorities will have to be 

The extended bureau could play a more active role in steering
in the existing working groups. 
established.
the work that takes place in the different forums.

At this point in time, it does not seem useful to dwell extensively
One particular aspect I would like to

Last year we agreed on two
on the various remaining problems. 
mention, however, is the question of amendments, 
types of amendment procedure, a heavy one and a so-called simplified one. The 
qualification "simplified" is wrong because it gives a wrong impression: the 
procedure is not simple at all. For any proposed change under this procedure, 
one or more qualified majorities must be found among States parties, first in 
the Executive Council and subsequently, if the decision is still contested, in 
the Conference of all States parties. Since the procedure is quite difficult, 
we must not be afraid to submit all the annexes of the convention to this
procedure. In the main treaty we already have, or we still shall, put all 
the major obligations which virtually cannot be changed under the "heavy" 
amendment procedure. The annexes contain the details which could then be 
changed if really needed, taking into account relevant experience on the 
part of the Technical Secretariat and the States parties as well as new 
technological developments. This would be a logical structure for the 
convention. By adopting an early decision on this matter, all working groups 
would then also have guidance how to structure the articles of the convention 
and their annexes.

Finally, we need not be afraid to leave certain details to the 
Preparatory Commission and the Technical Secretariat to be worked out under 
the guidance of the Executive Council. There has been a tendency in the past 
to stipulate all future procedures in detail. This is not our task: our 
present task is to work out a treaty in which we all have confidence and 
which includes all major obligations in detail sufficient for us not to find 
ourselves confronted with unpleasant surprises once the treaty enters into 
force. Consequently, parts of the "rolling text" can be transferred to the 
PrepCom for further consideration and we need not devote too much attention 
to them any more. The extended bureau could also develop proposals on these 
matters for submission to the Ad Hoc Committee.

I realize that on the chemical weapons convention I have been raising 
mainly procedural matters, and in doing so, I omitted an organizational 
decision which is, as you can understand, somewhat dear to us, i.e. on the 
establishment of the CW treaty organization. I will not dwell on that now. 
Let me simply stress that these procedural matters are relevant, if we are to 
get our job done before the summer session of 1992, before our well-earned 
annual holiday: that should be the ultimate deadline.
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Mr. CALDERON (Peru) (translated from Spanish):
. As I am taking the floor for the first time in plenary under your 

presidency, Sir, I would like to express my delegation's appreciation 
for the skilful way in which you have been performing your responsible 
functions - congratulations which also extend to your wise leadership of 
the Ad Hoc Committee entrusted with the task of negotiating the complete 
prohibition and destruction of chemical weapons. Secondly, I would like 
to bid a cordial farewell from my delegation to the distinguished 
ambassadors Loeis of Indonesia and U Aung Thant of Myanmar, and at the same 
time to welcome very warmly the new representative of the latter country, 
Ambassador U Tin Kyaw Hlaing, whom we wish every success.

My delegation listened with great satisfaction to the interesting 
proposals put forward last Thursday, 16 May, on behalf of his country, by 
Ambassador Stephen Ledogar. With a commendable step that does it credit, 
the United States has corrected its position on two issues of the greatest 
importance, with the result that the negotiations in the Ad-Hat Committee on 
Chemical Weapons have now gained renewed impetus, to the extent that this time 

reasonable to believe that the convention on the total prohibition
This changeit seems

and destruction of chemical weapons can be finalized next year, 
in the position of the United States has occurred at the very moment when the 
international community has become deeply aware that chemical weapons are of 
little or no military use in guaranteeing the security of the States that

We applaud this long-awaited gesture by the United States andpossess them.
all that remains ahead of us is to use the same intelligence and urgency to 
deal with the still outstanding issues.
delegation that there is no longer any place for "business as usual".

We agree with the United States

My delegation considers that the United States has taken a very positive 
step by dropping its insistence on the "right to retaliation". This new 
position, which goes far beyond its obligations with regard to the Geneva 
Protocol of 1925, offers the advantage, in my view, of excluding "second use" 
for whatever reason and against any State whatsoever as soon as the Convention
comes into effect, 
proposed to ban the use of chemical weapons under any circumstances.

We also welcome the unconditional commitment made by the United States to 
abide by the time-limit of 10 years for the destruction of all chemical weapon 
stocks possessed by the States parties, as well as the facilities for the 
production of these weapons of mass destruction. The abandonment of the 
contentious position of maintaining 2 per cent as a safety valve in order

(continued)

And should there be any doubt remaining, it is also



In the field of arms regulation and disarmament, verification is an 
effective mechanism for confidence—building and a guarantee to safeguard 
existing levels of security. Verification is not a philosophical or moral 
exercise. Above all it serves to confirm eminently technical facts on 
the basis of observation, supported as the case may be by the use of

For this reason verification, like anyhigh-precision instruments, 
other human endeavour is not and cannot be 100 per cent exact or
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to guarantee the universality of the convention could not have been more 
appropriate, and to do so unconditionally could not have been more 
significant. My delegation also shares the view that intrinsic benefits 
should be built into the convention in order to encourage the widest

We are also in favour of including sufficientpossible accession by States, 
restrictions and obstacles for those who, after a reasonable period, choose

For the same reasons the proposal made toto remain outside the convention, 
us by the United States for cooperation with the States parties in the 
destruction of their chemical weapon stocks is highly thought-provoking.
This initiative is particularly interesting when applied to the case of States

abandoned on their territory.parties that have chemical weapons which were

The distinguished representative of the United States also made a
In concrete terms, the Ad Hoc Committeeproposal of a procedural nature, 

would be authorized to remain in continuous session over the next 12 months 
until negotiations are concluded. In view of the fact that my delegation has 
always demanded that negotiations be speeded up we very warmly welcome this 
proposal, on the understanding, of course, that there would be certain breaks 
to permit consultations with our capitals. We fully support the 12-month work 
schedule together with the increased effort that will have to be made until 
the end of this year in order to have the convention practically ready. And 
in order to clear up any doubts, perhaps it would be advisable to amend the 
mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee to ensure that it reflects the new atmosphere 
prevailing in the Conference. It is this convergence of opinions on 
procedural matters that prompts me to contemplate the possibility of 
examining to what extent it would be desirable to keep the same bureau of 
the Ad Hoc Committee, under your chairmanship, Ambassador Batsanov, until the 
negotiations are concluded. The need to preserve proper consistency during 
the final stages of the negotiations could be one of the reasons; but we could 
also argue the need to keep the same structure in the organization of the 
Conmittee's work. In any event, my delegation is perfectly aware of the fact 
that this is a matter which requires consensus among the regional groups and, 
above all, the consent of the group that would be expected to nominate a 
candidate for the chairmanship of the Ad Hoc Committee in 1992.

On the instructions of my Government I am very pleased to inform this 
Conference this morning that the Peruvian Ministry of Foreign Affairs is 
already taking steps leading in due course to the establishment of a national 
authority under article VII of the future convention. A multisectoral 
committee will carry out the preparatory work for this purpose.
Government is aware of the great importance for mankind of the convention on 
the complete prohibition and destruction of chemical weapons, and therefore 
wishes through me to state its intention as of now to become an original 
signatory of the convention.

The Peruvian

•H



ating for several years now 
a revolutionary system ofion that we have been ne

present form the outline t
for nothing that provisions related or linked to

And this is to

The con 
includes in 
verification.
verification take up more than 70 per cent of the whole.
expected. However, there is still a considerable amount of work ahead to 
finalize it. At present it is not possible to rule out, inter a
credible set of complementary sanctions, precisely in order to simplify 
it and avoid having a system burdened with sophisticated contrivances.

It is not be

In the view of my delegation the future convention will have two mam 
will form the basis of the international system of

the totalobjectives that
verification. We refer to chemical disarmament, which means 
elimination of chemical weapon stocks and of production facilities for such 
weapons in all States parties; and the peaceful use of the chemical industry, 
including prevention of the development of capabilities to produce chemical 

first objective is clear and in addition will have to be
result I do not foresee any major legalTheweapons.

achieved within 10 years. As a
problems in achieving it. The second objective, however, calls for ^ 
discussion. For a start, there is a tendency to set aside the notion^-, 
peaceful uses in favour of "purposes not prohibited by the convention . I 

that this distinction would cause no particular problems. However,
for the development of 

not covered
appears
there is a risk that this concept could provide a cover 
an extensive sector of the chemical industry for military purposes 
by the prohibitions of the convention. The problem would then be to know to 
what extent this would be compatible with the precept laid down in the 
preamble that advances in chemistry should be used exclusively for the benei.i 
of mankind. The verification system which is being developed provides a 
systematic and coherent set of provisions directed towards ensuring the 
fulfilment of obligations with regard to these two objectives. Thm wi 
certainly need to be refined, particularly with regard to article • u 
what must be highlighted here is its comprehensive nature in which challenge

of the key elements.inspections or inspections on request constitute one
In this way I come to the central point of my statement this morning. in 

accordance with'instructions from my Government, I have pleasure in submitting 
to this Conference a proposal on challenge inspections or inspections on 
request contained in document CD/1075 (or CD/CW/WP.337 ), whic was circu a 
this morning by the secretariat in all official languages of the Conference.
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û say
each case there is a ruling principle which will ensure the best possible 
result through an equation in which political good will, together with the 
technical and juridical resources available, are applied xn the light o. the 
"opportunity cost", that basic principle of economic reasoning which, applied 
to the current negotiations, will demonstrate that there is a lower cost and 
a greater benefit if we succeed in identifying the right moment at which the 
convention should be concluded, thus preventing us from choosing the wrong

would in all respects be greater than themoment when the marginal cost 
benefit obtained. -
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is convinced that it can help promote
submitting today naturally 

We have no doubt
In submitting this proposal, Peru understanding on this issue. The proposals 
take into account the comments made by several delegations.that îhe promising atmosphere in Geneva now with regard to the possibility of 
the early conclusion of the convention will do much to help resolve this 
thorny issue. The key point of our proposal is that challenge inspections

play
a leading"" basicaUy of a political nature, in which inspection teams 
could be authorized wider access within the scope of the request made. The 
aim of dividing inspections on request into two stages is based on »o guiding 
principles which, in the view of my delegation, should be ^hakeable. The 
first principle assumes that all States parties act in good faith, 
words, there should be no room for doubting a priori, the intention of 
States parties to act correctly in accordance with the commitments 
undertaken. And, by virtue of the second principle, the^ 'an be "o 
discriminatory treatment among States parties. Consequently, both the 
State making the request and the State that has to accept7 
the inspection team are on an equal footing until proved otherwise.

we are

In other

In the first stage, the request would be made known to the State 
question and the Executive Council within 24 hours. The J?1J0Winf 
the Director-General would designate an inspection teamwhich would travel 
• *.n the territory of the requested State to inspect the rele a
facilities'' in accordance with the request made. When my d®Je«atj°n 5^®r*ft0 
"relevant facilities" - I wish to make a digression here - it is thinking o 
the English word "relevant" in its first meaning given in the second edi ion 
of the Oxford English Dictionary. At this stage the principles of 
non-discrifoination and good faith would not allow for inspection "anywhere 
without delay", since that would amount to giving excessive credence to the 
relist aCd Considering the requested State a pri^ guilty. However, if tb
^Sr^pCCSonieqCLr^Cn tCe^Wd bfopeffCr a second stage,

within the context of the request made, in order 
the convention had been breached. This second stage,

measured” îïï
^Î.STïïM. '£rhV!rions

to avoid any abuse of the right to inspections on request. These^co 
include sanctions as a means , ^this righî was repeatedly

in full knowledge of the i.act

extend
without delay", but still 
determine whether or not

mechanism through abuse. .abused, the perpetrator would be left unpunished
that would have to be paid by someone.that there would be a cost

As I have already pointed out, an international Vat-of verification, 
being a human invention, would always be limited. n P^in ’ become a
intentions or decisions cannot be detected as long as ey tly cnemanifestation of a will that has not yet been implemented. Consequently,
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1- kiiuv nf the svstem will suffer from the weaknesses of what is humanly relUbHity^th. ^ ^ ^ obstacle t0 our £indi„g the highest
concluding within the proposed 12 months, with

convention which will ban chemical weapons from
possible, 
common denominator and 
legitimate satisfaction, the 
this planet for ever.
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The PRESIDENT (translated from Russian); I thank the distinguished 
representative of Peru, Dr. Calderon, for his statement and for his kind words

If at this stage there are no delegations wishing toaddressed to the Chair, 
take the floor, I would like to make a statement in my capacity as 
representative of the Soviet Union. I see none, and so I shall now turn to
the statement.

The beginning of the current session of the Conference on Disarmament
On 16 May the United States delegationhas been marked by an important event. 

officially presented to the Conference on Disarmament new proposals based on 
the statement made by President Bush on 13 May on the prohibition of chemical 

President Bush's message to the Conference on Disarmament containedweapons.
a commitment on the part of the United States to the early completion of work 
on the covention on the banning of chemical weapons. 
line with the Soviet Union's approach to chemical disarmament, 
justification for including elimination of the chemical weapons threat among 
the priority tasks facing the international community. Recent events in the 
Persian Gulf offered a grim reminder of this. We are deeply convinced that 
this weapon of mass destruction should have no place on Earth, neither in the 
West nor in the East, neither in the North nor in the South.

This is, of course, in
There is every

The USSR delegation welcomes the new United States initiatives in the 
field of banning chemical weapons as a necessary contribution to the process 
of preparation of a convention in this area. They contain a great potential 
for progress towards agreement on a number of still outstanding issues. This 
concerns primarily the United States' declared readiness to assume obligations 
under the convention to forswear the use of chemical weapons in any 
circumstances, including retaliation, and to destroy completely all stocks of 
chemical weapons and production facilities within the first 10 years after the 
convention enters into force, 
at last manage to solve two of the most important outstanding issues.

The overwhelming majority of participants in the negotiations, including 
the Soviet Union, have been firm proponents of the need for the unconditional 
and absolute prohibition of the use of chemical weapons. This is a major 
contribution that the convention would make to strengthening international 
security.
the new position of the United States on this issue, which opens up the path 
towards early agreement on one of the fundamental obligations of States under 
the future convention.

It is no secret that the participants in the negotiations gave a critical 
reception to the proposals which in one way or another allowed for the 
possibility that not all chemical weapon stocks would be destroyed. Many saw 
in them an element of discrimination, an attempt to perpetuate differences in 
the status of States with respect to chemical weapons and even a justification

In spite of the fact that the well-known idea
(continued)

This makes it possible to believe that we will

We welcomeSuch a ban would have a solid moral component as well.

for acquiring chemical weapons.



cent of chemical weapon stocks until all CW-capable
convention was motivated by the aim of ensuring 
ntion, it met with similar criticism. Last year 
discussed in detail from various points of view

of maintaining 2 per 
States become parties to he 
the universality of the c nve 
the issue of universality wasand was recognized as a key issue for the effectiveness of the future 
convention. Quite a few useful alternative proposals were put forward 
concerning steps that could be taken as of now to facilitate accession to 
the convention by as many States as possible. Taking into account all the 
circumstances at the negotiations, the Soviet Union will of course not 
object to the removal from the draft convention of any reference to the 
Soviet-American proposal on ensuring the universality of the convention, which 

the idea of maintaining 2 per cent of chemical weapon stocks.was based on
The discussion of the issues related to the convention's universality 

has shown that declarations by States of their intention to become original 
parties or original signatories of the agreement now being drafted are among 
the major means of strengthening confidence and improving the atmosphere at 
the negotiations. The Soviet Union is pleased to note that in the course of 
today's plenary meeting we have heard further statements to.that effect. The 
Soviet Union, initially unilaterally in 1989, then in 1990 jointly with the 
United States, and also jointly with the participants in the.CSCE process, has 
officially declared its intention to sign the future convention as an original 
party. We consider it important that other States should follow these good 
examples, especially now, when the negotiations are in need of a strong and 
universal political support. Regional initiatives in support of the 
convention by relevant States are also useful.

Joining the convention does not imply only obligations, but should 
be naturally related to the actual benefits which would accrue to parties 
renouncing chemical weapons under effective international control. In this 
regard we consider that the inclusion in the convention of the provisions now 
practically agreed upon on economic cooperation and development is a useful 

The same applies to the provisions on assistance in the event of 
a CW attack or the threat of such an attack. The convention should encourage 
States to rely on international assistance, which might be provided through 
the organization under the convention in the event of the use of chemical 
weapons, which of course would be a gross violation of international law.
USSR delegation supports the setting up under the organization of a special 
voluntary fund for international assistance, which might take the form of 
both means of protection against chemical weapons and means of humanitarian 
assistance to victims of the use of chemical weapons. As for encouraging 
States to join the convention, the United States' idea that the parties should 
refuse to trade in CW-related materials with countries that do not join the 
convention within a reasonable time after its entry into force is also an 
interesting one. This is a relatively new issue in the negotiations, and its 
technical and legal aspects will of course need to be looked into further.

step.

The

The draft convention already contains general provisions on cooperation
The declared readinessamong States in the destruction of chemical weapons, 

of the United States to provide practical technical help to other States 
in the safe and environmentally sound destruction of chemical weapons can 
be welcomed as a specific means of putting this provision into effect.

CD/PV.592
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The Soviet Union has a certain amount of useful experience in examining, 
together with the United States, issues related to cooperation in the area 
of destruction. The USSR delegation will be prepared to take part in the 
exchange of views on the United States proposal that issues of cooperation 
in the destruction of chemical weapons should be discussed already at the 
negotiating stage.

The ban on chemical weapons would be made more effective by a mechanism 
of sanctions against violators. Last year material on this topic was prepared 
for the first time for inclusion in the draft convention. We support the 
basic principle of this document, that every violation of the convention 
should give rise to an adequate reaction on the part of the international 
community and that measures should be taken to redress situations related 
to violations of the convention. A role in this area could be played 
both by bodies within the future organization to be set up under the 
convention and - where there is a threat to international peace and 
security - United Nations machinery, in particular the Security Council and 
measures under Chapter VI of the United Nations Charter. The idea of 
collective measures in response to violations of the convention, which would 
demonstrate the unity of the States parties to it, is also well founded. The 
United States’ declaration in favour of strengthening sanctions against those 
who violate the convention, particularly where chemical weapons are used, 
corresponds to our approach and, as we see it, is in keeping with the 
prevailing views at the negotiations. Here too there is a possibility for 
resolving another of the issues which have not yet been fully agreed.

The ban on chemical weapons must of course be supported by the most 
highly effective international control. We expect nothing less from the 
future convention. In this context we note with satisfaction the 
United States' declaration of its commitment to a strong and firm verification 
régime.
inspections, an important element of verification, 
see it is to strike a balance between the need to ensure, on the one hand, 
strict compliance with the convention and confidence among all the parties 
that it is being complied with and, on the other, protection of sensitive 
information in areas not related to the purposes of the convention. In the 
view of the USSR delegation, this goal can be reached through a combination of 
the principle of mandatory challenge inspections anywhere with the idea of 
"managed access" advanced by Great Britain and tested in a number of trial 
inspections. We hope that the promised new United States proposals on 
inspections of undeclared facilities will be a contribution to the joint 
efforts of the negotiators.

The time has come for early agreement on mandatory challenge
The major task here as we

It is hardly necessary to demonstrate the importance of greater openness, 
especially in the concluding stage of the negotiations. Appeals on that score 
are also contained in resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly.
Data exchange should facilitate the elaboration of the convention’s 
provisions, including those dealing with the chemical industry. Some time 
ago the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany introduced a proposal 
(CD/828 of 12 April 1988) relating to the format of such an exchange of data 
on a multilateral basis during the negotiations, which comprises both a 
statement on the presence or absence of chemical weapons and sections related 
to facilities to be subject to verification. In keeping with this proposal



The PRESIDENT (translated from Russian):
chemical weapons negotiations 

I think that 
of our work 

I shall continue

Substantial changes for the better in the
prospects before the whole of the Conference 

fresh look at the ' *have opened up new
bearing this in mind we must take a

think how best to adapt it to the changed circumstances.
Chairman of the Committee

here in close contact with
will be in the place I am

and
consultations on this issue as the 
on Chemical Weapons, and I shall act 
Ambassador Solesby, who from next week on
occupying now.
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Australia, Chile and Japan have provided
that have not yet provided data in keeping 

Federal Republic of Germany to do so in the
most European States as well as

We call on all Statesinformation, 
with the format proposed by the
near future.

The Soviet Union supports the idea of intensifying the negotiating
... „ „.w tr) resolving all the major outstanding problems before

the°end of 1991 The proposal for a package solution of these problems taking „£ïePrang= of States' interests is also directed towards the 
early conclusion of the convention. Also worthy of support is the idea of 
setting a deadline for completing the preparation of the convention whrch 
acceptable to all participants in the negotiations. A special meeting o 
Ministers for Foreign Affairs in the framework of the Conference on 
Disarmament could provide a strong additional impetus for moving towards final 
agreement. The usefulness of such a meeting, if thoroughly prepared, appears to " acL»led8ed by virtually everyone, and we believe we should now move on 

practical organization of this important meeting, so that its resul
to the
match its original intentions.

destruction of stocks. The new United States proposals will undoubtedly help 
of agreement between the negotiators. The Soviet Union is 

constructively with all States with a view to the speediest 
a world free of chemical weapons.

to broaden areas 
ready to cooperate 
possible advance towards
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The PRESIDENT:

My turn in this Chair has come in the middle of our spring session.
Thanks to the efficiency of my predecessors, Ambassador Batsanov and those who

of the Conference’s work is already well inwent before him, the structure
The ad hoc committees on the nuclear test ban, on chemical weapons,

on effective international
place.
on prevention of an arms race in outer space, 
arrangements to assure non-nuclear weapon States against the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons and on radiological weapons are all functioning

Informal plenary discussions on the cessation of the nuclear arms 
and nuclear disarmament and on prevention of nuclear war are being held 

Ambassador Marin Bosch of Mexico has been undertaking

smoothly. 
race
on a regular basis, 
consultations as Special Coordinator on the comprehensive programme of 
disarmament and I shall ask him to continue to do that. Ambassador Kamal 
of Pakistan has already held two open-ended consultations on improved and 
effective functioning and has announced plans for further such meetings.
I myself shall continue the practice of my predecessors in holding 
consultations on proposals for expanding the membership of the Conference. 
In other words, this Conference is on automatic control and it is left to 
the pilot to make only small adjustments should any become necessary.

It is a time of particularly high expectations for the Ad Hoc Committee 
Important developments have recently taken place

The Chairman of the
on Chemical Weapons.
which hold out the hope of accelerated progress.
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons has already begun consultations on 
possible changes to the organization of work in order to respond fully to 
these new opportunities. I intend to support Ambassador Batsanov in this task 

• in the hope of reaching agreement among us all in the very near future, 
are fortunate in having such a dynamic Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Chemical Weapons.
given during the past month in the presidency of the Conference as a whole.
It provided further proof that leadership of our important chemical weapons 
negotiations is in excellent hands.

We

I should like to pay a tribute to the leadership he has
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Mr. SENE (Senegal) (translated from French):
that this negotiating forum has existed in its 
Disarmament has experienced difficulties thus 
agreement in any of the eight fields with

In the more than 10 years
present form, the Conference on
far in concluding a treaty or an ^ ....
which it deals, and the only negotiations under way relate to the prohibition 
of chemical weapons, bearing in mind that significant progress is being made 
in other forums, a fact which is sure to give impetus to the functioning of

This appears all the more paradoxical in that,the Conference on Disarmament, 
for the first time since the Second World War, definite optimism seems to 
prevail as a result of the rapprochement between the two world super-Powers 
and the end of the certainties of the Cold War. Unfortunately, the end of the

resulted in the strengthening of stability andEast-West confrontation has not 
peace in the world as we had hoped, and the tragic example of the Gulf war in 
the wake of the aggression against Kuwait reminds us that the rest of the 
world is not free of regional conflicts and strategic imbalances, and Africa

theatre to which we can turn our attention in orderin that respect is also a 
to reflect on these facts.

At any race the question of chemical weapons, which win ue cue mcnn 
subject of my statement, the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 

generally, the abnormal build-up of conventional weapons in certain 
regions of the world as well as poverty and hunger, the destruction or 
degradation of our environment, all these today are subjects of great concern 
and these issues represent the most serious threats currently facing mankind. 
As the single multilateral negotiating forum on disarmament, the Conference on 
Disarmament will be judged above all on the basis of its ability and capacity 
to respond positively to these concerns. As regards the problem of chemical 
weapons, which will be the subject of my statement, the threat of the use of 
such weapons during the Gulf war highlighted once again, and in a dramatic 

, the urgent need to conclude a convention completely and totally
My country, Senegal, shares the concern of the

The

more

manner
banning chemical weapons, 
international community at the delay in concluding the negotiations.

(continued)
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hopes raised by the Paris Conference which was a success on the subject of 
chemical weapons were clearly very quickly dashed, as was the euphoria 
prompted by the siqning in June 1990 by the United States of America and 
the Soviet Union of a bilateral agreement on the cessation of the manufacture 
of chemical weapons and the destruction of the major part of their chemical 
weapon stockpiles.

The Rnvprnmppt of the Republic of Senegal has made an unreserved 
commitment to a ban which would make chemical weapons illegal and ban their 

International security would be strengthened by a binding multilateraluse.
commitment which would guarantee all parties that they will not be threatened

The future convention, while protecting civilianby these terrible weapons, 
chemical industry and encouraging international cooperation in the peaceful 

of chemicals, should in the first place provide primarily for theuses
complete destruction of existing arsenals and prohibit the use of these

To do that it will have to be universal and non-discriminatory.weapons.

Our negotiations have reached a critical phase in which issues are 
now approached in a spirit that is more constructive than ever before. 
Thus we listened very carefully to the statement delivered on 16 May by 
Ambassador Stephen Ledogar of the United States on the proposals made by 

I should like to take this opportunity to state myPresident Bush.
delegation's appreciation of this welcome initiative on the part of the 
United States and its President. This initiative marks very important 
progress which will very definitely give a beneficial boost to our

We are certain that this new development will contribute to
The changenegotiations.

stepping up our work on all items currently under negotiation, 
that has been noted in the American position has taken place at the very 
time when it has been proved that chemical weapons are not able to guarantee 
the security of the States that possess them. We therefore welcome very 
positively the decision of the United States to drop its insistence on the

This decision, which goes beyond the obligations set"right of retaliation", 
forth in the Geneva Protocol of 1925, offers us the advantage of putting an 
end to the debate on the need for States to have an adequate chemical weapons

The use of these weapons can therefore 
The fact that this

stockpile for measures of reprisals, 
no longer be justified by mitigating circumstances, 
proposal includes severe measures to be taken against those who have not, 
after a reasonable period of time, signed the convention after its entry into 
force is also a new and positive element which must be taken into account.
My delegation, moreover, fully subscribes to the procedural proposal made by 
the United States that the session should be held without interruption so that 
the convention can be finalized by the end of this year.

My delegation is particularly optimistic that the convention will be 
completed very quickly since very interesting proposals have been submitted by

Thus in his statement delivered on 16 May 1991, thea number of delegations, 
distinguished representative of Sweden, Ambassador Carl-Magnus Ryltenius, 
whom we have always appreciated for his work and his positive contributions 
throughout the length of our Conference, submitted a proposal on the expansion

We hope that this proposal will help usof the membership of the Conference.
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Another proposalto settle this issue, which has been pending for a long time, 

that should earn the Conference's full attention is the proposal presented on 
23 May 1991 by the distinguished representative of Peru in the form of a 
working paper on challenge inspections or inspections on request
(CD/CW/WP.337).

Today, the delegation of Senegal is very pleased to note that the vast 
majority of delegations feel we are approaching the final objective - the 
prompt conclusion of a universal and non-discriminatory convention on chemical 

Under your skilful and devoted guidance, Madam President, we are
find positive solutions to the major issues of inspections 

on request and universal accession to the convention, as well as other equally 
important outstandinq issues such as the protection and decontamination of 
the environment, particularly during the process of destruction of the major 
CW arsenals. At the global level the principled proposals of the delegation 
of Senegal on the nuclear test ban, the cessation of the nuclear arms race and 
the prevention of nuclear war, including the mandates of the ad hoc committees 
dealing with these issues, have remained unchanged and are well known to all 
and reflect the positions that have been upheld by the Group of 21.

weapons. 
sure that we fill

that the peoples of the entire world today
To thatIn conclusion, let me say

jointly aspire to rid mankind of weapons of mass destruction, 
end, the conclusion of the negotiations on a convention for the complete 
prohibition and total destruction of chemical weapons in so far as the way is 
now open is a major undertaking which the international community has 
entrusted to the Conference on Disarmament. The current evolution of the 
international situation provides new proof of the importance and urgency of 
discharging this responsibility without delay. The delegation of Senegal 
would like to reiterate that the key to the success of our negotiations lies 
in firm commitment to the fundamental objective of the complete prohibition 
and total destruction of chemical weapons. It goes without saying that this 
objective includes the unconditional prohibition of the use of these weapons, 
and their total destruction. We are convinced that we will achieve this 
objective if all parties to the negotiations uphold this commitment by 

serious and pragmatic talks and fully demonstrating their
The Conference on Disarmament needs to achieve decisive 

progress to maintain its prestige as a negotiating forum. This session should 
be action-oriented so as to achieve concrete results.

engaging in 
political will.

that Senegal has set itself the objective of
convention on chemicalIn conclusion, let me say

working actively for the rapid conclusion of such aweapons. My delegation will continue as in the past to cooperate with other 
delegations in a constructive and serious spirit for this purpose, to share 

of general and monitored disarmament so as to strengthenthe concept 
collective security and peace in the world.
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Mr. HOGG (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): As the 
United Kingdom has the honour of holding the Presidency of this Conference, it 
is for me a very particular pleasure to speak here today. As you have said, 
Madam President, all the work of this Conference has our whole-hearted support 
but we do attach particular importance to the achievement of a chemical 
weapons ban - the urgency of which has been impressed on all our minds by the

I shall refer to this later in the course ofcircumstances of the Gulf war. 
this statement.

I have of course referred to success in Europe, but that is in stark 
contrast to the rising threat elsewhere.any euphoria which might have been created by the easing of East/West 
tensions. The military policies of Iraq have highlighted the dangers of 
proliferation: the proliferation of chemical weapons, the proliferation of
biological weapons, the spread of nuclear weapons and of ballistic missiles 
and the related question of arms transfers and the arms trade. Of course the 
fundamental answer lies in finding political solutions to the underlying 
problems but at the same time we must recognize the importance of arms control 
accords which by creating conditions of greater confidence, help to bring 
about the necessary long-term political agreements.

The Gulf war should have punctured

CD/PV.594
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... We must take all possible measures to reduce and, if possible, eliminate 
the risks posed by nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and by the 
ballistic missile systems which can deliver them. Export controls can play 
an important part in slowing down the rate of proliferation because, if 
effectively enforced, they can make it more difficult for countries to obtain 
the equipment and technology with which to develop these weapons.

Some countries are already making efforts to improve and harmonize their 
national export controls. The Nuclear Suppliers Group met in March to discuss 
the implementation of its guidelines. The membership of the Missile Technology 
Control Régime has recently been expanded by the accession of new States 
parties. The Australia Group is working to increase the effectiveness of its 
controls on chemical and biological materials. In December last year the 
United Kingdom held a seminar in London on chemical-weapons-related export 
controls.

But two important provisos: first we must not jeopardize developing 
civil, especially chemical industries in the third world; secondly, in 
supplier countries, industries need to be assured that they can conduct their 
trade with other countries under fair and equal conditions there.



First, that although a breach ofWe came to the following conclusions : 
the convention would be more difficult to detect at a civil site than at a

a wide-ranging inspection would present a significant risk of 
Second, the need to present legitimate commercialmilitary site, 

discovery to an evader.confidentiality can be reconciled with the requirements for extensive access. 
Third, the system of managed access previously developed at sensitive

facilities worked well, with suitable adaptation, in the industrial 
These conclusions have reinforced our view that a system

sites, intrusiv
government
context. tochall nge inspection for both civil and m
repre ent a real deterrent to evasion, is p actical and achievab e 
conclusion remains that effective verificat on is crucial for th 01 
and that challenge inspection is the key to effective verification, 
rapid and intrusive inspection system, the convention would lack the 
instruments necessary to make it an effective arms control measure.

Our
Without a

. . , The area in which the Conference on Disarmament can make the most 
significant contribution to global arms control at the present time is the 
negotiation of a chemical weapons convention. The most effective long-term 

preventing the proliferation of chemical weapons will be the 
agreement of an effective global ban. The very real threat of the large-scale 
use of chemical weapons during the Gulf war should now spur us on to complete 
the task as soon as may be. We support the proposal by President Bush that we 
should all aim to resolve the major outstanding issues by the end of this year 
and complete the convention ready for signature by the middle of 1992. 
recognize that this is a very ambitious target. However, it is also a ' 
important and valuable one for it would rid the world of a particularly 
repugnant weapon; it will serve to reaffirm the positive benefits of 
international cooperation in matters of global security and therefore we will 
play a full part in the achievement of these objectives.

answer to

One of the key issues yet to be resolved in the negotiations for the
In 1990, my predecessor,chemical weapons convention is that of verification.

William Waldegrave, presented the results of a series of practice challenge 
inspection exercises we had carried out at government facilities in the 
United Kingdom. Our main conclusion, one that we commend to all parties, 
that there is no site so sensitive that we could not allow some form of access 
within it. We found that it was possible to reconcile the degree of 
instrusiveness necessary for effective verification with the protection of 
necessary legitimate security interests. However we had not, then, included 
an inspection of a civil chemical site in such practical exercises: here 
there is a real problem of commercial confidentiality. We therefore decided 
to carry out such an inspection in order to check whether managed access 
techniques were applicable and I have the honour today to table a paper, 
CD/1080, which describes the main lessons from the work we undertook.

was
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Although challenge inspection is the key, it is not the only method of 
verification being developed, and we welcome the new proposals put forward by 
Sweden for an integrated approach to the routine verification of the chemical 
industry. We believe these proposals are a step in the direction of a more 
practical, economic and better-focused régime. Much work still needs to be 
done on this issue, but the integrated system does offer a positive way 
forward.

Some other important issues must also be tackled rapidly and imaginatively 
if a convention is to be ready for signature in 12 months' time. The 
organization of the convention must be cost-effective and must be funded by a 
clear and equitable system of contributions. An effective decision-making 
procedure must be created to oversee its efficient implementation. The 
benefits of joining, flowing from enhanced security, must outweigh those of 
staying out - this to encourage wide adherence. A procedure for penalizing 
States parties in breach of the convention, especially those which use 
chemical weapons, needs to be developed and parties must act together to 
prevent non-members from acquiring the means to make chemical weapons.

So, to sum up, we want an effective convention that will not only ban 
chemical weapons, but deter even the most unscrupulous régime from ignoring 
that ban in future. Such a convention is now within our grasp. Let us 
together ensure that we complete it.
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During the last couple of years many of us have nourished the hope that 
the negotiations on a chemical weapons convention would soon be brought to a 
successful conclusion. Successive chairmen of the Ad Bqc Committee on 
Chemical Weapons have spared no effort in trying to reach the final stage of 
the work of the Conference on Disarmament towards a global, comprehensive and 
effectively verifiable ban on chemical weapons.
technical issues and considerable improvement of the draft text of the 
convention, this final stage has so far seemed out of reach.

But despite progress on more

Norway therefore wholeheartedly welcomes President Bush's chemical
initiative of 13 May which we hope will bring the negotiations on a

Theweaponschemical weapons convention to an early and successful conclusion, 
decision by the United States Government to accept unconditional prohibition , 
of use and total destruction of all its chemical weapons within the first 
10 years of the convention is indeed of great importance, 
that the negotiations will make full use of the new United States positions to

to conclude the convention within a reasonable

We are confident

regain the momentum necessary 
period of time.

We also support the process of a package approach started by the present 
chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, Ambassador Batsanov of 
the Soviet Union, which demonstrates the interrelationship between problems 
related to security, verification and organizational issues, in our view the 
most important ones remaining in the negotiations.

We are fully aware, however, that important and complex issues still
The issue of verification of non-production is one suchremain unresolved.

issue.. Again, with the necessary flexibility on the part of all parties, 
progress should be possible on the basis of recent proposals, intsr—llîâ by 
the Swedish delegation. In this context we support the proposal for a 
ministerial meeting convened at an appropriate time to solve the outstanding

Such a meeting would have to be well prepared and open forpolitical issues. 
participation by countries other than the present 30 members.

Let me also underline the importance attached by my Government to the 
need for openness and transparency with regard to chemical weapons. All 
chemical-weapon States should provide information about the location, 
composition and size of their stocks. Similarly, all countries not in 
possession of chemical weapons should make declarations to that effect.

Norway will continue her research programme on verification of alleged 
use of chemical weapons.
out by experts at the Norwegian Defence Research Establishment, 
report is the tenth in the annual series of research publications in this 
field. A working paper giving a summary of this year's report is being issued

This programme was initiated in 1981 and is carried
This year's

l
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as document CD/1078, and each delegation will receive a copy of the report 
itself in the near future.

Within the framework of the present research programme, the Norwegian 
Government has decided to invite scientists and scholars from developing 
countries for training in methods of verification of alleged use of chemical 
weapons. We feel it is important to draw as many countries as possible into 
this cooperation.
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Mrs. THEORIN (Sweden):
What can be learnt from this war? One lesson to be learned from the 

military build-up in the region, as I said in my statement here in January, is 
that the international arms trade has to be limited. International control of 
all arms trade is urgently called for. 
exporters and importers.
of chemical warfare is that chemical weapons must be destroyed once and for 
all and that a total ban on chemical weapons must be concluded urgently.

(continued)

It must apply to all States, both arms 
Another lesson to be learned from the acute menace

-
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(Mrs. Theorin. Sweden)

There is now widespread agreement that we must intensify the negotiations 
here in Geneva to completely ban chemical weapons. Who stands to lose by 
their elimination? Nobody. All countries and all peoples would gain in 
security if a total ban were achieved. My Government welcomes president Busn s 
announcement of a shift in United States chemical weapons policy. Acceptance 
by the United States of both a total ban on the use of chemical weapons and 
the total and unconditional destruction of existing stocks of chemical arms 
constitutes a long-awaited breakthrough in the negotiations.

No delegation claims any more that the right of retaliation in kind 
should be part of a future chemical weapons convention. Throughout the 
negotiations on a chemical weapons ban, the Swedish Government has 
consistently advocated a total and unconditional prohibition of use, valid 
under all circumstances. No delegation insists any longer on the option of 
retaining certain quantities of chemical weapons after the destruction 
period - a policy my delegation has viewed with profound concern, as have many
others.

I am confident that the removal of these well-known obstacles implies a 
fundamental change in the negotiating process. I am confident that it will 
contribute to added momentum in the negotiations and the speedy conclusion of
the chemical weapons treaty.

Let us be clear, nonetheless, that there is still a heavy workload ahead 
Essential issues of a highly political character remain unresolved.

Constructive proposals for the conduct of
The crux of the matter is to strike a

of us.
Verification is one of them, 
inspections on request are needed, balance between the legitimate security concerns of States parties and the 
necessity of having an efficient verification régime which inspires confidence 
that the convention is being complied with.

As far as the verification of the chemical industry is concerned, 
constructive work has been carried out in Working Group B of the

The unified, cost-effective verification régime that hasAd Hoc Committee.been suggested, which also covers chemical-weapons-capable facilities, seems 
to contain several elements that could lead to a final settlement. An 
expanded obligation to declare industrial facilities should be seen as a 

for creating greater confidence among States parties.measure
In this phase of intensified work and reconciled divergencies, a final 

settlement of the issues of technological cooperation and of protection and 
assistance should be within reach. It would be a mistake for any delegation 
to wait until the very last moment to actively seek a solution of these



All States, whether predominantly military exporters or importers, 
should cooperate with this international régime under the auspices of the 
United Nations. Such a régime must be supported by appropriate verification 
nrovis ons and m chan sms. To outline, and reach agreement on, such

i r undertaking which can be expected to take quite
A great de maytime t achiev . Yet we do not have to start from scratch.

be learnt from recent agreements on reducing and destroying conventional and 
nuclear weapons, and from the experience gained in the negotiations on the 
verification of a total ban on chemical weapons. In order to be feasible 
in the short term, a régime should proceed gradually. As a first step, 
the United Nations should establish a clearing-house for information on

All Governments should supply themilitary production, exports and imports. .United Nations with comprehensive statements of their military production,
The United Nations should compile and keep a register or 

regularly make this register available to all its Members.exports and imports, 
these reports, and

Nevertheless,In terms of armed hostilities, the war in the Gulf is over, 
the Gulf war continues to present the world community with new challenges. 1 
have sought to outline a threefold challenge, amplified - though not 
created - by this war: the need for international limitation of the transfer
of conventional armaments; the need for a speedy conclusion of a total ban on

and security in Iraqall chemical weapons; and the need for disarmament, peace 
and the entire region.

CD/PV.594
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(Mrs. Theorin. Sweden)

At thisWe should now press ahead.outstanding issues. Quite the contrary.
promising juncture, an intensification of the work of the Committee is the 
correct prescription. Without further delay, capitals must supply delegations 
with instructions flexible enough to permit us to achieve a complete draft 
treaty text ready for signature within a year.

On the other
In order

Chemical weapons were not actually used in the Gulf war. 
hand, the perceived threat of the use of chemical weapons was real, 
to eliminate the chemical weapons menace, all chemical weapons should be

Sweden strongly supports the United Nationsbanned and destroyed - everywhere.Special Commission set up in accordance with Security Council resolution 687. 
In this connection, my Government puts special emphasis on paragraph 14 of 
resolution 687, which states that its implementation represents "steps towards 
the goal of establishing in the Middle East a zone free from weapons of mass 
destruction and all missiles for their delivery and the objective of a global
ban on chemical weapons".

The establishment of the Special Commission is entirely in line with the 
central role of the United Nations in safeguarding international peace and 
security accorded to the world organization in the Charter. My delegation 
hopes that the practical experience of the Special Commission with the 
physical destruction of chemical weapons, and the international coordination 
of this vast undertaking, will have a favourable impact on the negotiations 
here in Geneva.

CD/PV.594
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(Mrs. Thenr^n- Sweden)
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Mr. ERRERA (France) (translated from French)’

remains an imperative, whereas the
The dissemination

be reduced to

cooperation in space for civilian and scientific purposes.

CD/PV.594
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(Mr. Errera. France)

the... As regards the prohibition and elimination of chemical weapons: 
entire international community, meeting at the Paris Conference in January 
1989, acknowledged the need to complete as soon as possible the convention 
banning chemical weapons which has been negotiated by the Conference on 

France proposed convening the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical 
Weapons in Geneva at ministerial level to conclude the negotiations before the 
end of the year. It will spare no effort to reach that objective. It calls 
on all States to become parties to the convention from the outset.

Disarmament.

CD/PV.594
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(Mr. Errera. France)

... There is a need for the strict regional application of «je category 
régimes laid down for nuclear, bacteriological and chemical ^BC^weapons 
well as ballistic missiles. That is why, at the initia 
United Nations Security Council resolution 687 on the cease 
conflict noted that the specific constraints imposed on Iraq as 
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, as well as mrssil
represented steps towards the goal of establishing in with a globai
free from weapons of mass destruction and all missiles, g f the
ban on chemical weapons. That goal should be pursued in other regions
world.
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(Mr. Nakayama. Japan)

Other serious issues requiring solution have also emerged in connection 
with the implementation of disarmament measures. For example, what should be 
done about the question of the transfer of arms from one region to another as 
a result of disarmament arrangements in the former region? 
security implications of such a transfer to the latter region? 
ecological problems resulting from the destruction of chemical weapons?

• » •

What are the
What about the

Here in Geneva, one may recall the fact that the Conference on 
Disarmament, in contrast to its productive years in the 1960s and 1970s, has 
failed to produce a single disarmament treaty in recent years. On the other 
hand, it is also a fact that in these same years an epoch-making endeavour has 
been made assiduously in order to draw up a chemical weapons prohibition 
convention. This endeavour is truly epoch-making as the convention is to be 
equipped with a strict and complex verification régime and the negotiations 
are in fact approaching the final stage. Now that the cold war, which could 
have delayed the negotiations, is becoming a thing of the past, the time is 
ripe for new achievements. The goal must be achievable and should be 
achieved. If and when we succeed in concluding a multilateral disarmament 
convention with the active participation of developing States, the 
accomplishment will have no less significance than the recently concluded 
bilateral and regional disarmament agreements. This accomplishment would also 
be a significant instrument in bridging the perception gap between developed 
and developing nations with regard to the approach and the progress of the 
disarmament process. In this sense, the Conference on Disarmament is now 
being challenged to prove its raison d'être.

+ m m

I should now like to take up the question of weapons of mass destruction, 
with which the work of the Conference on Disarmament is closely linked. 
Considering the time and the place, it would be only natural to begin with the 
problems of chemical weapons, upon which I have already touched.

(continued)

.
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(Mr. Nakavama. Japan)

More than 60 years have passed since the use of chemical weapons was 
banned by the Geneva Protocol, and more than 20 years since chemical weapons 
became a subject of this forum. Precisely when the negotiations to eliminate 
these inhumane weapons appeared to be approaching the final stage, the Gulf 
crisis broke out. The threat of the use of these very weapons by Iraq 
heightened the desire of the international community for the early conclusion

It is now imperative toof the convention to a level never reached before, 
conclude the long-standing negotiations as early as possible, without losing 
the momentum created by the Gulf crisis. I sincerely hope that all the 
delegates here will make all-out efforts for this purpose.

In this connection, the latest position of the United States announced by 
President Bush represented a courageous undertaking aimed at global

Japan heartily welcomes this initiative.

I am aware that there are some proposals for the Conference on 
Disarmament to be convened at the ministerial level in order to give political 
impetus to the negotiations.
because this may be the way to achieve a breakthrough in some of the pending 
important issues and to expedite the negotiations, 
ministerial conference would not be able to achieve its expected objectives 
unless issues requiring political solutions are sufficiently narrowed down and 
crystallized, paving the way for appropriate political settlements. As for 
myself, I will be willing to attend such a ministerial conference and do my 
best, if all the delegates here, who are top disarmament negotiators of the 
respective nations, prepare the ground with the utmost care and if they ask 
for such a ministerial-level exercise by consensus.

With regard to this, I should like to make a proposal. 
consider convening a meeting in Geneva at the level of high officials from 
nations' capitals. This may become appropriate at a certain advanced stage of 
the negotiating efforts. Such a meeting at the level of high officials, 
possibly before the end of this year, may help in moving the negotiations a 
step further and help in the planning of a ministerial conference.

Of course, whatever the level of a meeting or a conference may be, it 
would be difficult or even unrealistic to try to draw up a convention that 
would be 100 per cent satisfactory to all the States parties. 
putting forward my proposal I should like to urge all States to demonstrate a 
spirit of compromise to the maximum extent, fully realizing the ultimate goals 
of the convention. This would be indispensable for the early conclusion of 
the negotiations.

In conjunction with the new moves I have just mentioned, which are meant 
to facilitate breakthroughs in the negotiations, it would be important for the 
Governments of States parties to the negotiations to seek understanding and 
cooperation from their nationals concerning this convention. Only in this way 
can nations ensure the smooth implementation of the convention in their 
territories, including the effective and reasonable implementation of 
verification and inspection measures.

elimination of chemical weapons.

Basically, I am in agreement with the idea,

However, such a

Perhaps we should

Therefore, in

For this purpose, it would also be
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(Mr. Nakavama. Japan)

important for Governments to study and carry out practicability exercises. 
From this viewpoint, my Government is planning for the second time to carry 
out a trial inspection of facilities dealing with chemicals to be limited by 
the convention during the current fiscal year. Through the experience and 
insight to be acquired in this trial inspection, we should like to make a 
contribution to the establishment of a reliable verification and inspection 
system.

I should also like to touch upon the question of the universality of the 
convention.
adherence to the convention, 
convention on the basis of its political commitment to eliminate chemical 
weapons from the surface of the Earth. In this sense, it would be important 
to prepare a convention that would convince all nations that their security 
would be enhanced by acceding to it. With respect to those nations which 
still refuse to accede to the convention, it would be important to continue 
diplomatic efforts of persuasion and to make them realize the high costs they 
would have to pay by remaining outside the convention. With all the wisdom we 
have gathered and will gather, we must come up with a formula that will meet 
these requirements.

As I have been explaining, Japan is for the early conclusion of 
the convention, and, as was announced during the last session of the 
First Committee of the United Nations General Assembly, Japan will become one 
of the original signatory States of the convention. On this occasion, I wish 
to express the hope that all those States that have not done so will make 
similar announcements » and that all the States possessing chemical weapons 
will make announcements admitting the fact. By doing this, we can give the 
convention firm ground on which to stand and build confidence in the idea of 
the elimination of chemical weapons.

In this connection, the task of the elimination of Iraq's chemical and 
biological weapons now being carried out by the United Nations Special 
Commission, consisting of experts from various nations, of which Japan is one, 
is indeed a momentous task. It will serve, let us hope, as a valuable 
experiment upon which the future elimination of chemical weapons under the 
convention may be modelled. The task of the Special Commission will be full 
of difficult technical and financial problems, including the question of the 
prevention of harmful environmental effects. Japan is willing to contribute 
in an appropriate manner to the carrying out of the task of the Special 
Commission.

Unfortunately, there is no panacea that would ensure universal 
Each nation will have to accede to the
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I thank the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan for hisThP PRESIDENT:
statement and also for the kind words which he addressed to me.important

As you know, the Prime Minister of Australlai His Excellency the 
Honourable Robert J.L. Hawke, AC MP, was inscribed to address the Conference 
today. Unfortunately, he had to cancel his visit for reasons relating to his 
high responsibilities. However, the Prime Minister has addressed a message to 
the Secretary-General of the Conference and Personal Representative of the 
Secretary-General, Ambassador Komatina, and I would like to invite 
Ambassador Komatina to read this message.

Mr. KOMATINA (Secretary-General of the Conference on Disarmament and 
Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations): 

addressed by the Honourable Robert James Lee Hawke, Prime Minister of
ThePersonal 

message
Australia, reads as follows :

"I write to advise you that I will not be able to visit Geneva to 
deliver my address to the Conference on Disarmament on 6 June.

"I had been very much looking forward to putting my vision both of 
the challenge that now lies before the Conference and of the achievements 
which, I believe, are within its reach. Most importantly, I wanted to 
urge the members of the Conference to move quickly to conclude a 
convention that will rid the world of chemical weapons. 
will not now have this opportunity.

"I believe that I have a duty to stay in Australia to oversee a 
number of matters which must be dealt with after the political events 
here over the past few days.

"I am sorry that it has become necessary to cancel my visit at this 
late stage.

"I wish you well in your important deliberations."

Here ends the message, and I would like to use this opportunity to thank 
the Prime Minister for his message through the Ambassador of Australia.

I regret that I

I apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.
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The PRESIDENT: I wish also to draw your attention to a draft letter to 
be addressed to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of States non-members which 
are not participating at present in our work on chemical weapons. As 
indicated in the draft, that letter will be signed by myself, as President of 
the Conference, and by Ambassador Batsanov, in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons. I discussed the draft letter at the 
presidential consultations held yesterday and found that there was agreement

I have to add that, since then, we have
Since this was

to despatch the text as drafted.
noticed a very small editorial mistake in the first paragraph, 
drafted, the number of non-member States participating in our work has happily 
increased and the number should now read 35 instead of 34, so we will make

If I hear no objection, I shall proceed as I have justthat change if we may. 
described.

It was so decided.

CD/PV.595
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(Mr. Graham. New Zealand)
The area where we look for the most immediate results is chemical

The urgent need for a global convention has been demonstrated yet
Like others, New Zealand units with the

Threats to

♦ • •
weapons.
again, this time by the Gulf War.
multinational force faced exposure to possible chemical attack.

chemical weapons against civilians were particularly barbaric, and are ause
reminder to us all of the need to outlaw these dreadful weapons for all time. 
New Zealand is firmly committed to the conclusion of a comprehensive 
convention prohibiting chemical weapons. We are pleased to note the progress 
being made on a number of important issues, including the drafting of an 
appropriate definition of chemical weapons and the order of destruction of 
stockpiles.

It has been clear for some time that greater momentum needs to be given 
to the negotiations. We welcome President Bush's announcement that the 
United States will drop its right of retaliation and destroy all its chemical 
weapon stocks within 10 years of the convention coming into force, 
that this will provide some of the necessary impetus for the early conclusion 
of the negotiations. We believe that further impetus may well be provided by 
meeting at ministerial level of the CD at an appropriate time.

We hope

a
(continued)
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(Mr. Graham. New Zealand)

Drafting the convention is not, of course, an end in itself. For the 
convention to work it must attract the widest possible international support. 
It is therefore essential that the convention should not impose a burden, that 
for practical reasons, would tend to discourage smaller countries from 
acceding.
costs and complexitiy of the controls being established, 
which this is more relevant than verification, particularly challenge 
inspections and the verification of legitimate chemical activity. Here we 
must find an appropriate balance between verification which is sufficient to 
provide confidence in the régime, but which does not place an undue burden on 
the States and industries concerned. I suggest that we should not be looking 
for - and cannot afford the burden of - a perfect régime. We need a 
sufficient régime - one that is sufficient to deter a would-be violator 
because there would be a real prospect of being detected. I know these 
concerns are shared by others.

It was consistent with these concerns that New Zealand's trial 
inspection, the results of which were tabled earlier this year, looked at

by which small countries with modest chemical industries could comply 
with the convention.
substantial costs in implementing this convention.
may not be easy — to come up with a wholly equitable formula to determine 
where they fall.
security offered by the convention, 
which has no nuclear industry at all, pays a safeguards contribution 
equivalent to that paid by six shielded countries, all of them larger than us, 
which operate 29 nuclear power plants between them, 
present inequitable IAEA funding system is sustainable in the long run, and we 
must not sow the seeds for similar inequities in the chemical weapons 
convention.

This has implications in a number of areas, not least regarding the
There is no area in

means
It remains inevitable, however, that there will be

It will be necessary - but

It is true that countries will benefit from the enhanced
However, in the IAEA context New Zealand,

I do not believe that the

The destruction of all chemical weapons is our ultimate objective. That 
is a huge and costly task, not the least because of the absolute necessity to 
protect the environment in the process. In our view these weapons ought to be 
destroyed in situ and subject to proper controls. In this respect we accept 
that the United States has acted openly and responsibly in endeavouring to 
alleviate concern about the destruction of chemical weapons at Johnston Atoll 
in the Pacific. Provided that the process continues to operate in an 
environmentally safe manner, we also accept that the chemical weapons stocks 
on the atoll should be destroyed there. Of fundamental importance to us, 
however, is the United States' assurance that there is no prospect of further 
stocks being brought into the region for destruction at Johnston Atoll.

Controlling the transfer of technology and components intended for 
chemical weapons production is one way of limiting the spread of the weapons 
themselves. We have recently expanded the -list of chemical weapons precursors 
subject to export controls in New Zealand. New Zealand believes it is 
essential for Governments to work hand in hand with the private sector on. 
these questions. In the chemical area, the New Zealand Government maintains 
close contact with the New Zealand Chemical Industry Council. We are pleased 
that the Council has recently taken self-regulatory steps in adopting a

i
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(Mr. Graham. New Zealand)

We alsoprogramme of "responsible care" similar to that in other countries, 
welcome initiatives by the United States and others to tighten controls on 
exports which contribute to the production of weapons of mass destruction. _ 
New Zealand already maintains controls on the export of strategic goods and is 

in the Missile Technology Control Régime.a participant
CD/PV.595
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(Mr. Elarabv. Egypt)

The accumulation of weapons of mass destruction, particularly in certain 
regions such as the Middle East, creates a destabilizing environment that 
endangers international peace and security. The spectre of the use of weapons 
of mass destruction impels us to redouble our efforts for the early conclusion 
of a comprehensive and verifiable chemical weapons convention and to address

This should be done without delay inall other weapons of mass destruction, 
order to make our world a safer place to live in.

Egypt proposed on 8 April 1990, the declaration of the Middle East as a
On 24 April 1990, I wasregion free of all weapons of mass destruction, 

instructed to introduce our proposal in the CD, and I stated on that occasion
the following:

"The rationale of the proposal is to spare a region fraught with 
tension from the scourge of a possible recourse to any type of weapon of 
mass destruction".

I went on to state in that same intervention:
"It is the considered opinion of the Government of Egypt that the 

establishment of a zone free of weapons of mass destruction in the 
Middle East merits urgent attention and serious examination. ...
I believe a careful perusal of its contents will contribute to a better 
and more profound appreciation of our proposal. It is our earnest hope 
that this proposed comprehensive approach will command the active support 
of all ... States".
As of late, proposals have been announced by the United States and France 

which we hope will contribute to the attainment of this important objective. 
The Security Council has also adopted resolution 687, which recognized in 
paragraph 14 the necessity to establish such a zone. Paragraph 14 reads.

______ the actions to be taken by Iraq in paragraphs 8, 9,
11, 12 and 13 of the present resolution represent steps towards the

free from weapons of mass
"Takes note that

10,
goal of establishing in the Middle East a zone destruction and all missiles for their delivery and the objective of a
global ban on chemical weapons".



Last year a highly qualified group of experts appointed by 
General finalized and presented a study on effective 

could facilitate the establishment of a nuclear 
The study noted in paragraph 110 that

Secretary- 
measures which

in the Middle East.zone

stream ofThis represents the basic challenge for the implementation of a 
General Assembly resolutions that date back to 1974, when Egypt and Iran 
presented this proposal for the first time to the General Assembly and have 
been adopted by consensus at every General Assembly session since 198U.

effective zone would be a great
The problem is how to create the"there is broad agreement that an 

improvement over the present situation, 
conditions in which a zone becomes a realistic development .

CD/PV.595
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(Mr. Elarabv. Egypt)

EIchineryPras°weîi as"specifIrmeasurest^der^he0supervision of the
Security Council! will be soon undertaken. The Council may even discuss such 
Security Council,^ tQ review the 8teps taken by Iraq in the
measures 
field of disarmament.

One further integral element that would facilitate the establishment of 
such a tone in the Middle East and ensure regional collective accession 
rmij he the encouragement of all States in the region to adhere to the intimation!!^“'“brument. that comprise the juridical regimes regulating 
weapons of mass destruction. These legal instruments are the

-proliferation Treaty, the biological weapons Convention of 19 
chemical weapons convention which is under preparation now at the CD. The 
successful employment of confidence-building measure. £ th. "add£U 
undoubtedly be augmented through the adherence of all parties in the regie
these important legal instruments.

non
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Mr. CESKA (Austria):

May I start by expressing the deep satisfaction of my Government with 
regard to the recent initiative taken by President Bush in the field of 
chemical weapons? The unconditional renouncement of any use of chemical 
weapons upon entry into force of the chemical weapons convention expressed 
therein represents an important step towards the global abolition of this 
category of weapons.
cooperation for the destruction of chemical weapons as requested by the 
United States initiative, 
the negotiations - in their quantitative as well as qualitative aspects - with 
a view to finalizing the draft convention within the coming 12 months.

0 • •

In this context » we are also aware of the importance of

At the same time, we are in favour of intensifying

Besides the above-mentioned questions, there are still a number of other 
issues under discussion which also require political settlement apart from

In particular, I am referring to the questions of
The essential problem we are facing in the

technical solutions.
verification and decision-making, 
field of verification relates to the identification of objective criteria to 
allow for inclusion of the most relevant facilities and installations into the

In this context, we support the concept of "capability" ascontrol régime.
an essential criterion, while, at the same time, we agree with those who argue 
in favour of restricting this concept to the most relevant facilities and

(continued)
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(Mr. desks. Austria)

This

,f. .. Politically speaking, this would help to overcome: dirpia,«d1y indL«yPrepr=!=ntatives as «11 a. by countries
hosUnfa large number of chemical facilities and installations. 
Furthermore, financial implications could be kept to an acceptable level, 

technical point of view, such a further selection would help
the wheat from the chaff' •From the 

"separate
be adopted under the future 

the most crucialConcerning the decision-making mechanism to 
convention, let me refer to three principles which.
They relate to the questions of ^graphical ,s global
transparency and “ 11 ' „f £‘t e VOrld should be adequately
represented^!*^ the pattern of decision-making. In this regard the number of
seats in the executive organ of the control organization could be limited 

commonly acceptable mechanism for the selection of 
Such a system could, however, comprise some additional criteria 

frequent representation of highly concerned States.

seem

to 20, using a 
candidates. 
in order to allow for more

comprehensive confidence m the work of the
decision-making process would be

of work of the
In order to ensuresssrirr jsrs^ïïïd * au restrictions

2- S 2=
The necessity for flexibility relates to the need for swift political and 

organizational reaction. A changing international environment as well as 
rapid advances in science and technology necessitate
as well as interpretation of the convention. In view of the secun y 
interests involved, the administrative side of the organization should also 
handled in a flexible manner, ensuring comprehensive satisfaction of 
particular security concerns. Consequently, in order to meet these 
requirements, the future control.organization should dispose of adequa 
information and évalutation machinery.

proposed acceleration of the CW negotiations and their possible conclusion, 
still in 1991, by a ministerial meeting are aimed at intensifying the 
negotiations in order to bring them to an early end. 
decision of the French Government to join the Treaty on the Non P 
of Nuclear Weapons, thereby strengthening it decisively.

attaches the utmost importance 
It is withLet me reiterate once more that my country 

to the achievement of a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons, 
this understanding that Austria has intensified its co™^^ountry for the

and continues to offer to serve asnegotiating process



Thus, in our view the future control organization should be 
comprehensive and easily accessible servicing body of the international 
community of States. For this purpose, its location should allow for "he‘ 
cooperation and coordination with other relevant international booies and the 
international conmunity as a whole. Excellent working conditions including

and immunities should render this task as easy as 
offer such conditions, comprisinggenerous privileges 

possible.
equivalent treatment 
permanent missions accredited to
bilateral missions, as a contribution to the future success

Austria is prepared to ,, , ..for the staff of the organization as well as for the 
the organization equivalent to those of

of the work of the
organization.

review conference of the biologicalforthcoming third 
g place in Geneva in September this year, let me star-
s In our understanding, the biological weapons

At the second

Turning now
weapons vonvennu
with some general Convention has proved satisfactory.

£ time was J f.l. to be r^o^e-ction on 
institutional as well as other questions in the light of the then

- -insihe chemical weapons convention and the biological '‘‘P”"* =”Vf“™illUed

srrïïiSîr.rsi’bSïiîiïï: s.srL.ri- -n. «.
time not excluding the possibility of integrating such a specialised unit 
the future chemical weapons control organization.
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(Mr. Ceska. Austria)

future control organization. In this context, let me give more details of 
understanding of the role of the future control organization as wel* asour 

our offer.
The future control organization will have to exercise a number of 

different functions in order to allow for comprehensive and forward-looking 
implementation of the convention. One of these functions r*l*»-«* t0 f 
verification activities in the large sense, including periodic updating o. 
verification means and related methodology. In this regard, the 
establishment of a special unit dealing with science-and-technology-related 
issues would seem appropriate. Another area of activity would cover peaceful 
cooperation in the field of chemistry, which would largely constitute a 
clearing-house function. Furthermore, education programmes for inspectors as 
well as students and the broad public could be envisaged.

Let me mention one more idea, which relates to the question of 
environmental protection. As is often pointed out in the context of 
destruction of chemical weapons, minimum environmental standards will ha 
be observed. As the future day-to-day work of the organization will alio 
for collection of comprehensive environmental knowledge also in other areas, a 
specific environmental unit might be created. This unit could help foster 
international cooperation programmes in the specific ^
highly toxic chemicals, drawing also on existing knowledge within WHO.
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declaration:k ssmsisr-^na.'ss'f^;
« “-sr"oeace and security on a global scale. I also wish to inform you in this 

connection that steps are currently being undertaken in Bulgaria to ^troduce 
a comprehensive national system of export control We are t0 use
experience acquired by other countries in this fi Id. The aim is o contribute toqthe viability of the existing internationally agreed guidelines 
trying to curb the proliferation of chemical, biological and nuclear weap - 
and missile technologies. Speaking about non-proliferation, I would also 
like to welcome the decision of France to accede to the NPT. We regard this 
development as a major contribution to the viability of the treaty and 
international security as a whole. My delegation listened with great 
attention to the statement of the distinguished Ambassador of France, 
Ambassador Errera, introducing the arms control and ^“armament plan p 
forward some days ago by President Mitterrand. We find that this p 
contains a number of valuable ideas which will be thoroughly examined, no 
doubt in positive terms. .

(continued)
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Mr. TVTTCHEV (Bulgaria):
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lÏZ'Zl ™^n™—“„, including through continuous negotiations- 

In the View of the Bulgarian delegation, Uls^ir.^^
all outstanding issues resolved by the 
completed within 12 months.

Unilaterally at the 1989 Pans CW conference, and together with
CSCE countries at the 1990 Paris summit meeting, Bulgaria has declare 
CSCE countne original party to the chemical weapons convention.
therefore support the United States call upon all States to ^ IxkewiseandJ0

their chemical weapons stockpiles. My country has ente
meet well in time its future

tabled in the Bulgarian Council of
for accession of the

We
intention to become an

declare
of intensive national preparations to 

A proposal has beenobligations.
Ministers for setting up a 
country to the convention, 
national authority as provided for under

national commission to prepare
This commission may well turn later on into a

article VII of the chemical weapons

convention.
The formal renunciation by the United States of Amarix.

chemical weapons for any reason, including gjulrU included
r -, nthor ctfltes oarticipating in the negotiations, Bulgaria mciucea. of all otheri““=SedP!“1tC^ticl® I of the future convention_should contain

chemical weapons under any circumstances.
of withdrawal of the reservation

We welcome

have always 
the obligation not to 
Accordingly, our 
of Bulgaria to the 1925 Geneva

unconditional United States . ..
and production facilities within 10 years

Inclusion of such provisions seems to hold the
highest oromise of speeding up the finalization of the * "" in
United States' expressed readiness to provide «s.««tance «t es -
the soeedv safe and environmentally sound destruction of all existing 

c 'ofachd“cal weapons is another
the successful completion of this process within the envisaged 10 years.

use
Government is in a process

Protocol made a long time ago.
commitment to destroy all of its

of entry intoalso the new 
chemical weapon stocks 
force of the convention. The

Mv delegation believes that the proposal to forswear the J^ ™ 
CW-related materials with States with which are net P^tie^tcjhe^conven- ^
may need some further clarification. The g . . lv betweenprovision that transfer of schedule 1 e emica . may ^^done^bet^e ^
States parties to the convention. As or no , p , , k at theto the chemicals under the remaining two schedules. A clo
draft text of article XI may also be needed It is clear however,Jha.
inclusion of a consensus provision of this ^nd in ? ,C°u contribute
encourage more States to join the convention, and would therefore contno
to achieving its universality.

-
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(Mr. Ditchev. Bulgaria)
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(Mr. Ditchev. Bulgaria)

Bulgaria will support inclusion of provisions for sanctions against those 
States which violate the convention, and especially for severe sanctions 
against any State that initiates the use of chemical weapons. We are a so 
committed to a strong verification régime, with challenge inspection being one

Once the promised new proposals by the United S -at_s
are made we shall define our position on the matter.
of its main elements.

delegation of Bulgaria has been happy to note the prompt and 
of the Soviet Union to the United States proposals, asFinally, the

positive reaction # Mexpressed in the plenary statement of the Soviet delegation on 23 May. 
is yet another evidence that the necessary prerequisites for early conclusion 
of the CW convention are being created. We are confident that the Ad. --fl£ 
Committee on Chemical Weapons will be in a position, under the able guidance 
of its chairman, Ambassador Serguei Batsanov, to accomplish this task.

This

My delegation wi'll take an active stand in the negotiations on these and
context of the negotiations,all other remaining issues. In the present new

we appreciate even more the idea of calling a CW meeting at the level of 
foreign ministers in Geneva to help finally solve all the pending political 
issues of the CW convention.

You,In conclusion, I should like to stress the following.
Madam President, are guiding the work of the Conference on Disarmament at a 
time when the negotiations on CW have entered probably the most difficult and 
also the most rewarding stage. An early and successful outcome of these _ 
negotiations is to add to the credibility of this forum and demonstrate again 
that it is able to deal with and resolve in an effective way most complex and 
sensitive issues related to security. It is a time of unprecedented 
opportunities which we all should use to the maximum of our abilities.

CD/PV.595
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Mr. BATSANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated (ram 
You have called upon me, Madam President, in my capacity as

However, first of all,
Russian):
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, 
as the head of the Soviet delegation, I should like to sincerely congratulate 
you on taking up the post of President and to express our great appreciation 
of the very effective manner in which you are directing the work of the

I also consider it necessary to state that your leadership, amongConference.
other things, has had a positive impact on the resolution of several issues 
now before the Ad Hoc Committee.on Chemical Weapons. Actually, it is in 
connection with one such issue that I have asked to take the floor. 
like to present to the Conference a recommendation which was adopted yesterday 
by consensus in the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons and which has been 
distributed here today as document CD/CW/WP.3^3.

It calls for the Ad Hoc Committee to hold an

I should

This is an Ad Hoc Committee
document dated 12 June. 
additional regular session during the period from 8 to 19 July, that is, right



beginning of the third part of the session of the Conference on
The necessity for this additional session arises out of the fact 

the work of the Ad Hoc Committee has entered a new stage, which requires 
intensification of negotiations in order to achieve progress

This

up to the 
Disarmament. 
that _
the significant v . ,
towards the early completion of the convention on chemical, weapons. 
recommendation adopted yesterday by the Ad .Hag Committee should not, in the 
view of the participants in the CW negotia ions, pre-judge any possible _ 
further decisions regarding work during th period following the conclusion of 
the third part of the Conference on Disarmament, which is scheduled for the 
beginning of September. Consultations are still under way on this question.
I should like to express the hope that the Conference on Disarmament will.

wh ch w uld hen provide th "legal basis req
during t e second and thirdadopt our r 

to continue on
of July.
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Mr. CHADHA (India):

I have asked for the floor only to make a very brief statement on 
recent positive developments which we believe would give an impetus ■-o -he 
negotiations which are now under way on chemical weapons at the Conference on 
Disarmament. I am referring to the statement made by President Bush on 
13 May 1991 formally forswearing the use of chemical weapons for any reason 
against any State and unconditionally committing the United States to the 
destruction of its chemical weapons stocks within 10 years of the entry into 
force of a chemical weapons convention. The Government of India has already
welcomed this statement, which, we believe, will make a crucial and important

India is

some

contribution to the negotiations on the chemical weapons convention, 
strongly opposed to chemical weapons and has a long-standing commitment to the 
total worldwide elimination of chemical weapons and to outlawing their use

To this end, India fully supports the call made by
intensification of our negotiations here at Geneva inunconditionally.

President Bush for an
order to resolve all outstanding issues by the end of this year and to 
complete this convention by mid-1992. India will contribute in every possi 
manner to achieve the objectives of the total renunication of chemical

chemical weapons under any circumstancesweapons, the commitment not to use
(continued)
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(Mr. Batsanov. USSR)
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(Mr. Chadha. India)

and the destruction of all existing chemical weapons stockpiles, 
support

We will
the efforts of all like-minded delegations in the CD to these ends.

As my delegation has had occasion to state on many occasions in the pas u, 
a convention that can enjoy universal adherence must be non-discriminatory and 
must provide for equal rights and obligations of all States, whether or not

It must contain an effective system of
The

they possess chemical weapons.
verification that reassures all States parties about compliance, 
convention should ensure the unimpeded right of the States parties to develop, 
produce, use, exchange and transfer chemicals and technology for peaceful 
purposes and not hinder or impede international cooperation in peaceful areas 
of chemical industry development. The ideal way to ensure universal adherence 
to this convention is to make it attractive for those who join it. To this 

the interests of those who possess chemical weapons must be matched byend,
the interests of those who do not and who will accept curbs on their chemica^ 
industry, which plays an important role in their development in the hope of 
achieving enhanced security. The routine verification system which, wili be 
developed must therefore ensure that the need for compliance is centred around 
the chemical industry itself, is focused, is easily implamentable and is 

The issue of challenge inspection in the negotiations on the 
chemical weapons convention has now been discussed for a number of years. 
believe that once a request for challenge inspection is received, the area of 
interest is enlarged and becomes the concern of all States parties, who are

that the convention is not

affordable.
We

then legitimately involved in seeking reassurance 
being violated. The multilateral character of challenge inspection there.o.s 
needs to be ensured. The interests of security in the chemical weapons 
convention will have to be matched with the objectives of development.

that all delegations negotiating on this issue in the CD share our sense
I am

sure
of urgency and realize that the chemical weapons negotiations are at a 
critical stage. All efforts should be made to achieve our goal and India will 
fully support and complement endeavours towards this end.

CD/PV.595
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of India for his statement
and also for his kind words, and perhaps now we ^/^^n'chemlcÎr^apons 
CD/CW/WP.343, the recommendation of the Ad Hag c° - Vmited duration,
concerning the holding of an additional -gu ar ses*^n, ^ thaL we
of the Ad üa£ Committee during the period 8 to 19 J ^ ob^ction, I shall

take action on that recommendation. , . nf Ad Hoc Committee,that the Conference adopts the recommendation of uhe Afl----

I thank the representativeThe PRESIDENT:

now 
consider

It was so decided-
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(Mr. Benhima. Morocco)
The Conference is energetically renewing its efforts to find political 

ground which will result in a convention on chemical weapons within a 
At the present stage, sustained commitment would go a

The decision of the

common
reasonable time-frame-.
long way towards overcoming outstanding problems.
United States to forswear all recourse to chemical weapons in any 
circumstances, including reprisals, as well as the decision to destroy all 
stock-piles and all production facilities completely within 10 years after the 
convention enters into force, will doubtless - this is our hope - have a 
positive impact on the ongoing negotiations.

Ever since the idea was suggested, the convening of a conference at 
ministerial level has continued to arouse interest, even if views are divided 
as to the role that should be entrusted to it and the scope of its decisions 
at this phase of the negotiations. We support the proposal but consider that, 
in view of what is at stake, such a conference should be carefully prepared 
for so as to ensure the best possible conditions for success, notably through 
the reduction of the remaining differences on major issues or fundamental 
principles governing the rights and duties of all parties.

The system of verification stemming from the provisions of the convention 
should be based on mutual trust. We are of the view that verification is

CD/PV.596
U

(Mr. Benhima. Morocco)

necessary and indispensable given the relative ease with which such weapons 
However, this should not lead us to create an over-intrusive system

Verification
should be based on scrupulous and efficient measures, but without turning into 
a sort of unbridled intrusion in the inspected area, or simply involving 
prohibitive costs which would impair the ability of the ad hoc body to carry 
out its mandate satisfactorily. In this connection, the institution entrusted 
with monitoring the application of the convention should be fully 
representative of that universality we seek so that it can perform its task 
with all due impartiality. The developing countries should have an assurance 
that they will benefit from chemical technologies that are destined for 
civilian use.

Before concluding this chapter, I should like to commend the intensive 
work undertaken by the Committee on Chemical Weapons during the previous 
session under the active and skilled leadership of Ambassador Hyltenius, whom 
we thank for the efforts made in the elaboration of the convention.
Ambassador Batsanov, who is pursuing that task with devotion and intelligence, 
also deserves our tribute.

spread.
that will prove to be a disincentive by being too demanding.

j
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(Mr. Hlaine. Mvanmar)

The current session of the CD has been marked by important events such as 
the United States initiative on chemical weapons. The announcemen by 
President Bush last month that the United States will ‘«J fof the
re^aVa'ion and destroy all its chemical weapon stocks within .0 years ot 
convention coming into'force constitutes a breakthrough in the negotiations.

initiative will lead to positive developments. Another
the increasing participation of non-member

of and interest in
We hope that this
notable feature of this session is

trend is indicative of the growing awarenessThisStates.
the substantive work being done at the Conference.

(continued)
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fMr. Hlaing. Mvanmar)

The threat of the use of chemical weapons was heightened during the
The war has once again reminded us of the need for urgentrecent Gulf war.

conclusion of a convention completely and totally banning chemical weapons.
The Paris Conference on the prohibition of chemical weapons two years ago 
stressed the necessity of concluding at an early date a convention on chemical 
weapons and called on the Conference on Disarmanent to redouble its efforts as 
a matter of urgency to resolve expeditiously the remaining issues and to 
conclude the convention at the earliest date, 
encouraging to note that considerable progress has been made on various issues 
which are now reflected in the new "rolling text", though a few icey issues

It is, therefore, most

still remain to be resolved.

For the effective implementation of the chemical weapons convention
I fully agree withuniversal adherence is of the utmost importance.

Ambassador Hyltenius, when in introducing the report of the Ad 3q.C Committee 
on Chemical Weapons (CD/10^6), he stated that the convention must be effective 
and non-discriminatory in order to be sufficiently attractive and that it must 
be unattractive to stay outside. It is gratifying to note that increasing 
numbers of non-members of the Conference on Disarmament are now participating 
in the negotiations, which augurs well for the prospects of universal 
adherence to the convention. Regarding the verification system, while 
substantial progress has been made, important issues still remain.

The future convention must provide for the legitimate concerns of the
It is also essential to provide genuine andsecurity of non-possessor States, 

credible guarantees to States which do not produce or store chemical weapons 
in a way that will enhance rather than diminish their security. ihe security 
of all countries can be best strengthened through the early conclusion and

Bringing about an effective, verifiableentry into force of the convention, 
and truly global convention banning chemical weapons at the earliest date is a 
political priority.

The Union of Myanmar, which is unequivocally committed to the achievement
no suchof the total and comprehensive banning of chemical weapons, possesses 

weapons, nor has the means of producing them, nor the intention of acquiring
Our country's stand in international forums has always been that of the

We have
them.
total banning of all kinds of chemical weapons without exception, 
consistently voted for resolutions which would help ban forever chemical
weapons.

I should be remiss if I did not take this opportunity to pay a 
well-deserved tribute to Ambassador Hyltenius for the valuable contribution he

We are also convinced that under thehas made through untiring efforts, 
experienced stewardship of Ambassador Batsanov, further progress can be
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(Mr, Hlaing. Myanmar)

achieved. The ^ Committee has got o££ to a good start this £«•
ES th^aorsT “d^n^^Ihle the C^ittee to iorther 

intensify its efforts to resolve the remaining .ssues.

The
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*|C. RAI..TTNNYAM (Mongolia):
The dawn of the post-cold-war era offers both uncertainty and daunting 

possibility. The sweeping positive political changes in international 
relations at times bring forward acute internal problems laden with 
far-reaching implications. Unresolved problems piled during the past, cry for 
solutions in the new context in a manner consistent with the spirit of our 

The horizon of world peace that looked so bright and promising last
A lesson to learntime.

darkened by the clouds of war in the Persian Gulf.
That is the accumulation of weapons ofyear was

from this war is an obvious one. 
modem conventional types, not speaking of weapons of mass destruction, is 
fraught with the danger of destabilization and war. The Gulf crisis 
highlighted the urgent need to stop the proliferation of weapons of mass

Problems connected with armsdestruction and their means of delivery.
transfer and the destruction of chemical and bacteriological weapons have been 
put higher on the international political agenda. A number of important 
initiatives to limit the arms race in the Middle East have been put forward.^ 
rn this context the relevance and importance of the Conference on Disarmament

Finally, East-West rivalry is being 
The conclusion of the CFE Treaty heralds the

The example of

-.as become more prominent than ever. 
replaced by cooperation. --
beginning of a new era of inter-State relations in Europe.
Europe in reducing tensions and increasing stability is an extremely valuable 
lesson to other regions and provides important ideas of enhancing a regional 
approach to disarmament and arms control. My delegation fully shares -ne .-e- 
that regional arms control measures constitute central elements ot 
international stability.

During the last couple of years we have been living under the 
expectations of completing the drafting.of a universal, comprehensive and ^ 
effectively verifiable convention on the total prohibition and destruct.on o. 
chemical weapons. A task which proved to be rather elusive to achieve.
However, in the light of the latest developments, in particular the time - y 
initiative of the United States, a breakthrough in the negotiations has become 
a reality.

.My delegation welcomes the United States initiatives, its read^.-ess -o
and its commitment to destroy its 

constructive United States stand opens the
forswear the use of chemical weapons

.he newchemical weapon stocks, 
way to solve two of the most central issues of the future convention.
Mongolia fullv supports the call made by President Bush to resolve major 
outstanding issues'by the end of 1991 and complete the convention within the 
next 12 months. We are in favour of intensifying the negotiations and support 
the proposal for a package solution taking into account the interests 
States participating in the negotiations, initiated by the Chairman o. t..e
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(Ms. Baliinnvam. Mongolia)

We see theAd Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, Ambassador Serguei Batsanov. 
advantage of this approach in the fact that it provides the_opportunity to 
examine the important problems connected with security, verification and 
organization in their close interrelationship.

number of complex issues the settlement of which will require
I have in mind theThere are a

not onlv technical solutions but political decisions, 
questions of verification, decision-making and financial obligations of States 
parties, as well as economic cooperation and development. My delegation fuliy 
shares the view that the negotiations on banning chemical weapons are at a 
critical stage, and in need of strong political support from every quarter.
At the same time we consider that with the necessary flexibility and 
willingness of all parties to compromise, progress towards finalization of the 
convention should be within reach. In this context Mongolia supports the 
convening of a well-prepared ministerial meeting, which would not only give a 
strong impetus to the negotiations but solve the last remaining issues. For 
the sake of the universality of the future convention on chemical weapons such 
a meeting could be open for participation to all interested States.

My delegation sees in the successful conclusion of the consultations on 
mandate of the Ac Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons the reaffirmation 

of the CD members to conclude the convention as swiftly as 
Given the consensus of all regional groups to ensure consistenc>

the new
of the commitment 
possible.during the final stages of the negotiations my delegation is ready to support 

idea of keeping the same bureau under Ambassador Batsanov'sPeru’s 
chairmanship.



My country does not possess and has never possessed or used chemical 
weapons. Like many others participating in these negotiations, our interest 
has always been focused on achieving a coherent agreement from the viewpoint 
of national security, but at the same time above all one that guarantees that 
enthusiasm in tackling the military aspects of science and the chemical

the unrestricted development of this sector in itsindustry will not hamper .realx i.e. civil dimension. That is why, in embarking on this stage of the 
negotiations we focus special attention, inter alia, on two very specific
aspects thereof - firstly, th economic a d c mm r i 1 onsequences of th .
convention, and secondly the haracterist es f h er fication system w 1
will ultimately be agreed.

In respect of the first question, I think that in this field it should De 
Possible for us as negotiators to find points of convergence. No one, I 
feel - in particular those among us who will have to justify decisions taken 
here before our parliaments - favours an agreement that imposes undue controls 
or restrictions upon the chemical industry. My country, whose chemical 
industry is a significant contributor to the gross national product, is among 
those that consider this sector to display one of the highest levels of 
dynamism and growth potential in the economy. It is logical to conclude that 
it is in our interests to facilitate the conclusion of an agreement that will 
not be perceived by our chemical industry as an obstacle to its activities, 
which, as in most countries active in this area, are already subject to 
detailed health and environmental regulations. In this context, it seems 
important to stress that in order to be a balanced and fair instrument, the 
convention on chemical weapons that we are about to conclude will have to be 
economically and commercially neutral - in other words its provisions should 
not result in competitive imbalances or industrial or commercial advantages to 
the benefit or detriment of any of its States parties. This is something that 
we will have to bear especially in mind in the context of the institutional 
machinery to be set up under article VIII of the convention.

CD/PV.596
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(Mr. Garcia Moritan. Argentina)
The negotiations on the chemical weapons convention have finally acquired 

and the prospect of an early conclusion. It is particularly
flexible and constructive approach has given a fresh 

whose lack of progress was at odds with a 
Hence we welcome the fact that

It is

the pace
encouraging to see how a 
impulse to a negotiating process 
definitely positive international climate.
this determination has finally reached our negotiating table, 
unnecessary to reiterate our commitment and our fullest possible political 
will to finalize the instrument as soon as possible, so that -s
definitely the year in which the Conference on Disarmament will be able to 
submit to'the United Nations General Assembly its first multilateral 
disarmament agreement. Time is short, but if a positive consequence may be 
drawn from our protracted deliberations for almost a decade, it is that we a,.

where we will have toknow perfectly well which are the concrete areas
concentrate our greatest efforts in this final phase in order to achieve a 
balanced and effective text.
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Closelv connected with this problem is that of the protection of
The question has been theinformation of scientific or commercial value, 

subject of consideration in the "rolling text", and will undoubtedly deserve 
attention from the technical secretariat, which in discharging its

to a wealth of information onmore
responsibilities will necessarily have access
production volumes as well as the present planned activities of a good part 
the world's chemical industry. I think it is useful for us to bear in mind 
thinking about this problem that the future organization to be established 
will have to devote itself to ensuring the application of the provisions of 
the convention, facilitating activities relating to verification of compliance 

forum for consultation and cooperation among States parties.and providing a
Verification activities will require great zeal on the part of the technical 
secretariat, which will be in possession of data which are intrinsically of 
incontestable scientific and commercial value.

The chapter of this convention on verification will, as we all know, have 
The first, in accordance with the provisions oftwo main components. 

article IX, will, through challenge inspections, deal with individual
be considered potentially harmful for the convention assituations that may

they point to possible violations of the provisions of the very heart Oi the 
agreement - relating to the possible production of chemical weapons in open 
breach of the spirit and the letter of the agreement. Consequently, in 

efforts should be aimed at creating a system as complete and
our

view, our

.

CD/PV.596 
- 12 -

(Mr. Garcia Moritân. Argentina)

At the same time, we must strive to make sure that once the convention 
has been concluded, it constitutes the sole operational standard in force 
regarding controls over exports and transfers of chemicals and equipment 
related to the chemical industry. Once the treaty enters into force nothing 
should prevent extensive cooperation and exchange of chemicals for purposes 
not prohibited by the treaty. Once the convention enters into force, each 
State party should, in conformity with its provisions, ensure through national 
legislation the proper fulfilment of the provisions of the treaty to which it 
has just acceded. The continued existence of additional controls would result 
in a dual legal regime applicable to chemical activities which would 
undoubtedly overlap with the convention, thus in our view creating the 
dangerous situation of parallel legal frameworks, leading to ambiguous 
situations and penalizing the private sector. The existence of parallel or

has hitherto been to limit the transrer orrestricted groups, whose purpose 
certain chemicals in the absence of a binding multilateral rule, would no

Unless, as we pointed out, the same States thatlonger make any sense. ,r „ .drafted the treaty felt so dissatisfied with the result of our efforts that 
they did not hesitate to send a signal which was both politically transparent 
and*negative from the viewpoint of confidence-building, acknowledging that the 
convention so painstakingly elaborated is inadequate to eliminate the menace 
of chemical weapons in a credible manner. The proposed conference at the 
ministerial level that has been suggested as a political alternative to 
provide a final political boost to our negotiations might perhaps offer a good 
occasion for those countries that have so far relied on this type of 
unilateral measure to announce that, as from the entry into force of the 
convention, they will recognize the due primacy of this instrument and cease 
to apply controls of this type to the States parties.
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In the view of my delegation, a possible means of proceeding could be 
based on the integrated approach, duly moderated and modified through the 
inclusion of other definition criteria, for example, the selection of major 
chemical industry categories, in order to avoid from the outset the 
possibility of affecting the normal operation of industries and sectors that 
are unlikely to embark on th production or processing of certain chemicals 
included, for instance, in s hedule 2. In this respect, it might be necessary 
to work towards a definition of industrial categories on the basis of specific 
criteria and not necessarily using existing rules which, while they may 
as a useful basis for the final definition, have been conceived on purely

thus do not necessarily reflect the political
The

serve

commercial grounds and
perspective relating to security that might be developed here, 
delimitation can also benefit from the definition of certain chemical

, as proposed in the integrated approach, although here we should
detail so as to avoid,processes

perhaps move forward on greater precision and great ^r

From the resumption of our negotiations at the beginning of this year, 
the debate took on a new dimension in the wake of the introduction of concepts 
such as the "integrated approach" proposed by the delegation of Sweden. e 
understand that this turn in the debate, regardless of the final shape of the 
verification system, is a positive factor in itself, in so far as it can be 
said to have alerted us all to the direction our deliberations were taking.
It became increasingly evident that the verification arrangements as they 

n the "rolling text", in addition to being tremendously costly, 
necessarily be appropriate for the objective they were supposed to

of facilities throughout the world which
appeared 
would not
pursue. A simple statistical survey _ ... ,
would be subject to inspections revealed the practical limitations o- - - 
system. From the moment when we negotiators accepted this premise and ook 
the task .of refocusing our efforts on the search for a more appropriate an 
manageable system, we have seen with some disappointment that, as if obeying 
the logic of an irresistible attraction, the discussions appear to be giving 
wav once again to the reiteration of ideas, that take us back to schemes for 
the delimitation of "capable" chemical industry of such theoretical bread

might well wonder what the point of the simplification exercise is n
- we will arrive at

on

that we
ultimately - this time with different arguments 
verification schemes which are unnecessarily ambitious.
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(Mr. Gfirr^ Moritan. Argentina)

SSsSKSS?Sf‘
the convention, under article VI of the instrument. This 

verification refers to activities not prohibited by the
it is different in implications and scope

from those related to inspections on request. Here, verification measures are 
designed to preserve the instrument through systematic periodic monitoring of 
certain facilities which are regarded as being of importance and are engaged 
in perfectly legitimate activities. It will come as no surprise that for a 
country like mine, which does not possess and has never possessed chemical 

this is the area of verification that attracts the greatest
this is the machinery which will apply to a sizeable extent

prohibited by 
component of 
convention, and for that very reason

weapons
attention, since 
to civil industry.
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here too, an excessively broad framework which would once again produce 
arrangements that were unworkable in practice. The general criterion, which 
in our view should offer basic orientation, provides that verification of such 
a huge and complex sector as the chemical industry should be kept within 
reasonable limits - all the more so if we recognize that even a system 
providing for thousands of inspections per year would not be sufficient to 
guarantee that the convention was not being breached in one way or another in 
a dozen small facilities located in different points of the globe.

Let me refer to an issue that has a close relationship with the preceding 
reflections on verification under article VI, and one which in my delegation's 
view deserves particular attention. One of the effects of the new debate on 
the type of verification applicable to the chemical industry has been to focus 
our efforts on the work being done under the guidance of France as a Friend of 
the Chair for technical matters to delimit what is normally called "capable" 
chemical industry. My delegation would like us in this important exercise to 
try to stop referring to "capable" chemical industry - for a number of 
reasons. An inexperienced observer following our negotiations, on observing 
our attempts to define "capable" chemical industry, might well wonder what 
capability we are speaking of. For those of us who are participating in this 
exercise, the specialists and those who, overcoming boredom, are following our 
efforts, there is no doubt that we are referring to chemical industry which 
has the capability to produce chemicals that because of their toxicity and 
incapacitating nature are deemed subject to inclusion in schedules 1 and 2, 
but which are not at present engaged in producing, consuming or processing 
them. No one can ignore the fact that the idea, the concept of capabilities 
or capability in the context of security and disarmament matters has had a 
very clear meaning, as it brings to mind precisely the capability for 
aggressive applications, often on the margins of, or behind the back of, the 
international community. I think that in a field like that of the chemical 
industry, where what we are trying to do in seeking an integrated approach is 
to delimit facilities which are important in terms of the application of this 
convention, but nevertheless do not constitute a danger for its purposes and 
objectives, we should avoid a semantic formula that conveys an idea contrary 
to the objectives underlying it.

Just over a year ago, when the international climate allowed us to turn 
down the volume of our polemic on inspections under article IX, it was 
considered appropriate to stop referring to challenge inspections. The 
concepts of inspection on demand or on request modified the terminology in 
view of the fact that the very point at stake was the correct designation of 
what will be one of the key provisions of the convention. In this connection 
we believe a fortiori that when speaking of the civil chemical industry it 
would be advisable to drop the term "capable" and replace it by a more 
appropriate expression. I am convinced that behind the appearance of a 
semantic question in this matter lies an entire attitude and a disposition, an 
animus, in the Latin tradition, which should be guided by an attitude of 
respect and self-restraint vis-à-vis the world's chemical industry, without 
whose cooperation the best machinery we could devise will be a dead letter.

-
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illusion of security is worse than the absence 
concerned about monitoring civil

comprehensive system of challenge 
combination of high costs and

It has been said that the
A verification system more

solid andof security.
activities than about setting up inspections may in our view lead to an unhappy 
an illusion of security.

a
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Th» PRESIDENT:
I would like now to turn to document CD/WP.407, containing a dra^

the mandate of the iiJta Committee on ““H^t the
If there is no objection I shall take it that rdecision on

take it up for action. _ .
Conference is ready to adopt the draft decision.

It was so decided•

CD/PV.596
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Mr. CALDERON (Peru) (translated from Spanish):

•.. As regards document CD/WP.407, I should simply like to point out that .he 
expression "antes de 1992 [before 1992]" in the eighth line of the Spanish 
translation should be replaced by "en 1992 [by 1992] .
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ThP PRESIDENT:
As part of the negotiations for a chemical weapons convention, three 

decisions have been taken by the Conference. A letter to non-member States 
not participating in the Conference was approved for transmission by myself as 
President and Ambassador Batsanov as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Chemical Weapons. That letter is being transmitted today. The Conference 
endorsed a recommendation by the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons that 
inter-sessional work should continue from 8 to 19 July, and we have just 
agreed important additions to the Ad Hoc Committee's mandate.

I confess I had hoped that decisions would be reached under my presidency 
on the timetable for additional inter-sessional work during the rest of the 
year. It has as you know, proved possible to reach an informal understanding 
(not yet discussed and endorsed formally by the Conference) on inter-sessional 
work from 30 September to 11 October and 18 November to 20 December as well as 
from 6 to 18 January. Unfortunately it has not yet been possible to reach 
agreement concerning the three weeks during the biological weapons Convention 
review conference and the five weeks during the United Nations 
General Assembly First Committee. This is a matter which will have to be 
returned to later. There are a number of considerations which have to be 
taken into account, and it is certainly not for the President to take sides in

CD/PV.596
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(The President)

the debate. But I would like to make one point. We have just about reached 
halfway in the time so far made available for chemical weapons negotiations 
during 1991. Think how much has been achieved during the first half, and then 
compare it with how much still remains to be settled before we can achieve our

It is a sobering thought. We surelycommon goal of an early convention. 
should not dismiss lightly the possibility of according yet more of the 
available time to our chemical weapons negotiations.

.



statements by new CD Presidents.
The ConferencetoI'm not

I will allow myse f just a ew p rsona words on this occasion, 
on Disarmament is comprised of a group of States from all over the world whose 
representatives come together to consider issues and to negotiate agreements. 
It is the only negotiating forum where, on the basis of equality in voice, 
such a group of States, regardless of their military potential, their economic 

their geographical size meet to come to grips with urgent
Each and every State can make a significant

We seek 
We do so in a

# 9 •

prowess, or
security problems of our times.
contribution to the efforts to achieve arms control and disarmament, 
to serve the objectives of international peace and security, 
world which, thankfully, has been spared the agony of a global conflict 
for nearly a half-century. Yet out world has, sadly enough, witnessed a
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Thf> PRESIDENT:
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(The President)

continuation of suffering, destruction and death in numerous violent.regional
It is a matter of great importance,and internal conflicts during this period.

therefore, that this Conference address the urgent issues on its agenda. As 
numerous speakers before me have already recalled, of utmost urgency is a 
total ban on chemical weapons.

As you know, at the beginning of this session the United States set 
forth some new elements in the approach it wishes to take in pursuit of a 
chemical weapons ban. In the process we reversed two major, long-held 
United States positions which most of you had identified as obstacles to

. We didn't bargain for their removal; President Bush swept them away
strengthen the prospects for a successful

In the weeks that
progress
unconditionally. His purpose was to
and speedy conclusion of a chemical weapons convention.
followed I've sensed a new spirit of optimism and challenge m this body, 
do have a very large task ahead of us, but with the will to succeed we will 

. The chemical weapons convention will be concluded in 1992 and we
which threaten all mankind.

We

succeed
will proceed to destroy these terrible weapons
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Mr. PEREZ-VILLANUEVA (Spain) (translated from Spanish'); It is a real 
honour and a pleasure for me to meet Ambassador Ledogar once again as 
President of this Conference after having had an opportunity personally to 
witness his professional skill and negotiating ability in Vienna some time ago 
when he and I participated in the conventional disarmament talks that were 
then just beginning and would later, as you all know, become crystallized in 
the agreement on conventional forces in Europe. Allow me therefore, as I 
begin my statement, to congratulate you and offer you my delegation's best 
wishes at the beginning of your term in the very important post it falls to 
you to occupy at a particularly interesting and intensely active time in the 
life of the Conference on Disarmament. I am sure that during your term as 
President, benefiting from your drive and guidance, pursuing the path taken 
by your immediate and illustrious predecessors, Ambassador Solesby and 
Ambassador Batsanov, this forum will make definite progress on the many 
outstanding questions in each of the committees, and especially the committee 
dealing with chemical weapons. I followed with great attention your very 
interesting statements on the inauguration of your presidency, and I think

(continued)

-



We were talking about a particularly interesting period in the Conference 
in the international context in which we are operating.

, and changes, taking place in the international scene today 
that for most art give us hope and in any event are of great interest.. On 
29 May of this year, the President of the United States announced a series of 
proposals for controlling the spread of nuclear, bacteriological and chemical 
weapons in the Middle East, proposals that you yourself, Mr. President, 
presented in this room. The initiative seeks to curb the proliferation of 
missiles and the destabilizing conventional arms race in that region of the

Spain welcomes this United States initiative, through which an attempt 
might be made to bring military arsenals into line with the real defensive 
requirements of States in a particularly sensitive region. More recently, 
the President of France also proposed a global arms control plan while 
announcing his country's decision of principle to accede to the NPT. 
applauds this decision, which will most certainly help to strengthen the 
nuclear non-proliferation regime and will undoubtedly set an example for other 
countries that have yet to join. The measures proposed by France and

Conference recently by Ambassador Errera are very much in
far as their underlying.

on Disarmament and 
There are

world.

Spain

presented to this
line with the Spanish position, especially in so ......
philosophy is concerned (the need to promote regional and global stability 
through arms control and non-proliferation) as well as the instruments it 
suggests (universalization of the NPT and the MTCR, speeding up of the 
CW negotiations in Geneva, etc.). Spain believes, Mr. President, that your 
country's initiative as well as that of France are particularly timely as the 
Gulf crisis has dramatically highlighted the consequences of excessive arms 
accumulation in an especially unstable region. Specifically with regar to 
the expectations surrounding the Conference on Disarmament, we welcome with 
special satisfaction the initiative you recently presented on behalf of 
President Bush substantially modifying the United States position on certain 
outstanding obstacles in the chemical weapons Committee. This change in your 
country's negotiating position is most gratifying and will undoubtedly give a 
substantial stimulus to the negotiating process towards a convention.

The situation in the Conference on Disarmament in the short and medium 
term gives urgency to the task of reflecting on its immediate future - a task 
that has already been tackled by some delegations in this plenary, and one in 
which my delegation would now like to join, thus playing a part in harnessing 
the momentum given to this forum by the expected conclusion within the next 
12 months of a convention eliminating an entire category of weapons. That 

, which will certainly be achieved, should pave the way towards a
of this Conference and the institutionsuccess

greater and better use of the resources 
in itself as the international community's sole forum for disarmament
negotiations.

CD/PV.597
U

(Mr. Pérez-Villanueva. Spain)

are highly appropriate for tackling
I will refer tothat your remarks on beginning your term

the problem of expanding the membership of the Conference.
Thank you, therefore, to you and Ambassador Karaal.them later.

4J 
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For several years now the participating countries, be they full members 
or observers in the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, have been staging 
trials applying the rules that the chemical weapons convention will soon lay 
down for the different types of inspection it is likely to establish. The 
carrying out of trial inspections has become a praiseworthy and particularly 
intensive tradition in the last few years. These national trial inspections 
have several aims, generally seeking to check the feasibility of the 
inspection provisions in the draft text of the convention, and at the same 
time to determine the degree of preparedness and awareness of governments as 
well as private chemical industry and the armed forces with regard to the 
forthcoming application of the convention on the total prohibition of the

and stockpiling of chemical weapons and on theirproduction, development, use 
destruction.

Spain, wishing, in keeping with government policy in this area, to 
contribute actively to the attainment of an effective and verifiable 
convention, has carried out a national trial inspection, in the form of a 
routine inspection, the results of which appear in the report that I am 
pleased to present today to this Conference (CD/1082). The carrying out of 
the national trial inspection had a dual purpose: the immediate purpose of 
making a direct contribution on the part of my country to the negotiations 
being held in Geneva, and indirectly but no less importantly, to set in motion 
a mechanism for raising awareness in the public and private sector in Spain 
about the implications for either side that will undoubtedly stem from the 
entry into force of the convention.

Systematic contacts were held among the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Federation of Spanish Chemical Industries and some companies of special 
importance in the Spanish chemical industry before the trial inspection was 

The task in the first stage was to up-date information on thecarried out.
Spanish chemical sector and at the same time lay the foundations of what will 
shortly become the national authority under the convention. • These initial 
contacts proved very useful, firstly in identifying the general features 
of the company to be chosen for the trial inspections, and secondly in 
establishing smoother relations between the authorities and the private sector 

In subsequent meetings the specific programme of activities 
prepared and tasks were allotted to all the agencies and experts directly 

or indirectly involved in the operation.

in this field.
was

(continued)



CD/PV.597
6

(Mr. Pérez-Villanueva. Spain)

My country obtained important information as a direct result of the 
inspection, particularly with regard to its limits and the benefits of the 
inspection system.
for verification of a chemical weapons convention. Moreover, in this 
instance inspection is feasible, for as our experience has shown, it is 
possible to find a way to respect the company's confidentiality concerns 
without diminishing the effectiveness of the inspectors' task. Cooperation 
between the company and the inspection team is also extremely important. 
lastly, it is very useful to schedule the "field" inspection in the industrial 
plant itself simultaneously with the inspection of the administrative and 
cotmnercial machinery, which, as has been shown by experience in many other 
countries, in addition to Spanish experience, will be longer and more complex 
than the former, in most cases. 
belief that inspection in its different forms, as a right and as a duty, is 
the only element which can fully guarantee the security of the countries that 
are parties to the future convention. In this instance, Spain- tested the 
system established for routine inspection of a large industrial chemical 
plant. My Government also plans to stage a trial inspection on request, if 
time allows, jointly with another country participating in this Conference.
And this is my Government's intention because, considering the experience 
acquired through the trial routine inspection, the importance of including 
inspection on request or challenge inspection in our future convention with no 
restrictions other than purely technical ones has become even more evident.
An inspection of this kind, for which there is no substitute in terms of 
political value, should be accepted without preconceived restrictions, 
conditions or limitations on the understanding that it is possible to strike a 
balance between the company's legitimate concerns, the unrenounceable right to 
secrecy in defence matters and the aim of the inspection itself, whose 
benefits are well worth a major effort.

First of all, on-site inspection is an essential element

And

Through this exercise Spain reaffirmed its

I am pleased to be able to announce to you today that, as regards chemical 
weapons, and more specifically the 1925 Protocol for the Prohibition of the 
Use in War of Asphixiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, my Government is 
undertaking a detailed study on the possibility of the early withdrawal of the 
reservations made by my country to the text of the Protocol, to which it

Spain would thus renounce the use of chemical 
and therefore also the right of reprisals in kind. I hope

acceded in the summer of 1929.
weapons erga omnes 
to make an official statement on this matter very soon.

(continued)
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»•« In his statement to this assembly last year, the Foreign M^n-iS -er a^so 
said he was convinced that a step towards the expansion of the Conference

vital boost to the disarmament negotiations and help to ensurewould give auniversal endorsement of any disarmament agreements that might be adoptee 
within the Conference, that being a problem which would sooner or -a-er ..ave 
to be faced by a Conference on Disarmament restricted, as currently, to a 
limited number of members. As can be inferred from these words, the 
longed-for universal accession to these legal instruments that are taking 
shape in this field is a thought-provoking subject in relation to the 
membership of the Conference and access to it. According to all indications, 
and as evidenced by the wishes expressed by many delegations in this very 
plenary and by the progress in the negotiations, we are on the verge of 
reaping the fruit of a long and difficult task in concluding a chemical 
weapons convention, thus taking a truly historic step in the recent arms 
control and disarmament processes.

One of the basic components of a convention of this kind is of course 
accession by the widest possible number of parties, which will satisfactorily 
guarantee the security of all and compensate for the sacrifices made by the 

Therefore, it seems somewhat contradictory to wish for thesignatories.
widest accession to the chemical weapons convention, as is indeed logical, 
while at the same time limiting access to the forum in which it is negotiated. 
Spain has repeatedly declared its firm resolve to sign the chemical weapons 
convention as soon as it is open for signature, but on the other hand somewhat 

that this is the only course fully consistent with its status as aregrets
sovereign country that my country can follow in the immediate foreseeable 
future since, as has been stated, its participation in the negotiating process 
is limited. The fact that Spain is not yet a member of the Conference on 
Disarmament, despite its reiterated interest over the years, does not alter 
the basic political decision on the chemical weapons convention or any other 
that may be negotiated in this field and is in keeping with Spain's security 
interests and those of its friends and allies. There remains, however, the 
possibility that this contradiction to which we referred earlier may become a 
deep rift in the normative system which the Conference on Disarmament intends 
to present to the international community, and this rift, which will never be

CD/PV.597
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(Mr. Pérez-Villanueva. Spain)

exploited by Spain, will certainly be exploited by those that are already 
looking for its weaknesses and the means to evade the objectives of a future 
chemical weapons convention.
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1sl
the lessons of the recent war in the Persian Gulf are most relevant, 
aggression perpetrated against Kuwait by Iraq clearly demonstrated to all of 
us the dangers to the maintenance of international peace and security posed by 
excessive accumulations of conventional weapons. Moreover, Iraq stnreats 
resort to the use -of chemical weapons highlighted the urgent need for the 
international community to mobilize political will to address e pro 1 
both of weapons of mass destruction and of their delivery systems.

• * •

The
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The early conclusion of a global, comprehensive and effectively verifiable 
• chemical weapons convention is another very high-priority Canadian arms contre 

and disarmament objective. We believe that this objective is possible and 
realistic, and that some time not too late in 1992 we can together achieve 
We will spare no effort to meet that goal.

(continued)
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Now let me turn briefly to some of the subjects on the current CD agenda. 
I have already referred briefly to the ongoing negotiations on chemical 
weapons. Although the task of assessing the results of this second part of 
the 1991 session on chemical weapons is one that must await the reports of 
the Ad Hoc Committee Chairman and his colleagues, it is already apparent that 

work has benefited enormously from the important policy statement by
Canada both welcomed and applauded thatour

President Bush last month, statement - not only did it demonstrate a welcomed flexibility on two of the 
major issues before us, but, through its commitment to resolve the remaining 
outstanding issues and complete the convention within the next year, it 
provided a much-needed impetus to our negotiations.

As a direct result of that statement, major progress has been achieved 
in Working Group A, under Mr. Mashhadi's able guidance, in resolving 
uncertainties over the question of CW use. The text emerging from that 
Group's discussions on article I - the article that sets forth the fundamental 
principles of this convention - now more clearly bans the use of CW by States 
parties in any circumstances whatsoever, including retaliatory use, 
against a non-State party, or use against any persons or places anywhere.
This is a major achievement, one that we hope will serve to encourage universal 
adherence to the convention. In light of this, I should like to reaffirm the 
undertaking made by a predecessor of mine several years ago that Canada will 
re-examine its reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol with a view to 
withdrawing these reservations once the CW convention has come into effect.
We call upon all other States that have not yet done so to make a similar 
commitment, and I welcome in that respect the important statement made this 
morning by the Ambassador of Spain.

use

Mr. President, your Government's reaffirmed commitment to the total 
destruction of its CW stockpile under the convention, has, we think, 
successfully laid to rest concerns felt by many here about the implications

As such, we consider that theof the proposals contained in CD/CW/WP.303. 
clear and unequivocal commitment of States parties to destroy their 
CW stockpiles will serve as a powerful incentive for those of us who do 
not possess CW to adhere to the convention.

These of course are not the only areas of our work in which there have
Rather than catalogue these, however, I shouldbeen important developments. like to focus on the area that we consider most vital for ensuring an effective

We and others have longconvention, and that is the question of verification.
argued that, effective verification is essential to persuading States - 
CW-possessors and non—possessors - that their security concerns regarding CW

And in the course of these

both

best be addressed through this convention.cannegotiations, we have been persuaded that effective verification requires two 
fundamental elements ; a comprehensive routine system that allows on-site 
inspection of any facility that might have direct relevance to the convention, 
backed up by a strong and meaningful challenge inspection - or "inspection on 
request" - procedure that ensures that any doubts that one State party might 
harbour about the compliance of another State party can be ultimately resolved. 
The two are not mutually exclusive but they are mutually reinforcing. And 
both will be most effective if both are developed to their optimum potential.

—
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I need not remind you thet a further major element In President Bush s 
statement last month was the call to engage in continuous negotiations here 
until the outstanding issues have been resolved. Canada ,‘v”°u ‘eire’
we welcome the CD's decision to radically reduce the Ju^ ^re**, and we 
prepared to endorse further radical adjustments in our„till 
forthcoming months to realize our goal. Me have some tough decisions still 

of us on verification but an effective CW convention now is within ou 
With a relatively modest additional sacrifice of our time and energy,

negotiations in the next few months.grasp.
we should be able to complete our
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deserve credit for their willingness P every confidence that
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Mr. gtzowski (Poland):

As we approach the end of the second part of the 1991 session of the 
Conference, I should like to devote my statement today almost exclusively to 
the question of chemical weapons. This not only reflects the very high 
priority attached by my country to the earliest possible conclusion of a 
chemical weapons convention, but also stems from a qualitatively new situation 
which has emerged in this regard in the last few weeks.

Year after year the delegations, including my own, repeated in their 
plenary statements that the CW convention was within our reach. At that time 
it proved to be more an expression of hope than of a reality. Today we are 
facing the possibility of a genuine breakthrough in our prolonged negotiations. 
This is due, first of all, to the initiative undertaken by the President of 
the United States, which was introduced by you, Mr. President, at this forum 
on 16 May. My Government wholeheartedly welcomes President Bush’s announcement 
forswearing the use of chemical weapons for any reason, including retaliation, 
against any State. Together with the commitment of the United States to 
destroy unconditionally all their stocks of chemical weapons within 10 years 
of the entry into force of the convention, it opens new promising possibilities 
of solving outstanding issues expeditiously and accelerating further 
negotiations on the convention. We highly appreciate the offer of technical 
assistance on safe and environmentally sound destruction of chemical weapons, 
which could greatly facilitate the smooth implementation of the convention. 
Altogether it provides fresh momentum towards the attainment of our ultimate 
goal of a world free of chemical weapons.

The positive reaction of other delegations to this initiative enabled us 
to reach a consensus on the necessity to accelerate the work with a view of 
completing the chemical weapons convention by 1992.
responsibility of the whole Conference on Disarmament, and not only the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, to ensure that the elaboration of the 
convention receives the highest priority, particularly in cases when due to 
limited resources in terms of availability of time or conference services 
there might be a need to make the necessary adjustment in consideration of 
various issues.

We believe that it is the

(continued)



I shall come back to the question of the chemical weapons convention
Now I wish to emphasize that we did notice and 
other initiatives, proposals and ideas which have 

in this forum or which are directly
I have in mind

later in my statement today, 
consider of great importance 
been put forward in the last few m n 
connected with the work of the Con e 
first and foremost the plan for arms 
President of France on 3 June this year.decision of France in principle to accede to the non-proliferation Treaty and 
we remain convinced that it will give a strong stimulus to the process of 
further universalization of the Treaty.

ence on Disarmament, 
control and disarmament submitted by the 

We welcome, in particular, the

The Conference has been addressed this year by eminent personalities from
The statements by our distinguished guests, as well asnumber of countries. . _ ,numerous interventions by heads of delegations, have given the Conference 

abundant material for thinking and analysing. Several ideas have been put 
forward with regard to the future activities of the Conference, after he 
conclusion of the chemical weapons convention. Particular emphasis has been 
placed on the question of limitation of international arms transfers. All 
those ideas merit careful consideration. The Polish delegation has taken note 
of them and will present its position in due course. As of now we can say 
that we regard some of the suggestions as extremely interesting and worthy of

a

full support.
Reverting to the question of the chemical weapons convention, I cannot

fact that recently the Conference adopted several decisions conducive to 
intensification and speedy conclusion of the negotiations on a chemica 
weapons ban, including the mandate of the Ad 2Q£ Committee and allocation

CD/PV.598
3

fMr. Gizowaki. Poland)

This does not mean of course that my delegation seeks to belittle the 
significance of other items on the agenda of the Conference. Some of those 
items are indeed of vital importance and should certainly stay also in -he

Disarmament Comission. But in any case, as far as the present moment is 
concerned, I am convinced that it is in the deepest interest of the Governments 
represented in this hall and the whole international community to concentrate 
efforts on elaborating the chemical weapons convention. Pr°“Pj•.®ucc*s®^ 
conclusion of the convention would add imensely to the credibili y o 
Conference as the unique multilateral body in the field of disarmament. And 
what is even more important, the conclusion of the convention, after the INF 
and CFE agreements and hopefully also after a START agreement, would become a 
step of enormous significance in building a safer world, in constructing a new 
infrastructure of security based not on military might but on cooperation
among States.

h-
h 
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We are prepared to go along with anyadditional time for negotiations. 
further suggestions in terms of time and effort needed to accelerate 
negotiations.

We believe, however, that the question of intensification is not only a 
problem of time but also, and perhaps in the first place, a problem of will to 
compromise on the part of all the participants and the necessity to give a 
fresh look to those issues which are blocking us from achieving the final 
agreement. It is our firm belief that with a real will to work intensely and 
to "give and take", we should be able to resolve all key outstanding issues 
before the end of this year.

One of these issues is undoubtedly verification. The discussion conducted 
on this issue so far has confirmed once again that the future verification 
regime should provide for adequate measures of verification satisfactory to all 
parties concerned in order to create the necessary confidence and assurance 
that the convention is being observed by all parties. An effective 
verification system will promote the implementation of the convention by 
building confidence and deterring any possible violations. We all agree at 
least on one point - that a 100 per cent infallible verification system is 
just not feasible. But this does not mean that a reasonable level of assurance 
to the States parties that the convention is being complied with is not 
achievable. In principle, the basic outlines of such a system have already 
been written into the present "rolling text". Verification provisions dealing 
with chemical weapons stocks and production facilities are well elaborated 
and, with some refinement, they could serve properly for the effective 
implementation of chemical disarmament. The same is true about verifying 
schedule 1 facilities. There are still two major outstanding issues in the 
area of verification on which a solution should be found, namely the remaining 
part of article VI on activities not prohibited under the convention and 
article IX, in particular the question of inspection on request.

There is a substantial distinction between the two types of inspection.
At the same time, however, both of them embody two concepts : confidence and 
deterrence, although the proportion among these two factors is different.
While in inspection on request the deterrence factor prevails, in the case of 
verification activities under article VI confidence plays a leading role.
This proportion is, in our opinion, quite natural. Any verification system 
conceived under article VI should be based on declared activities and should 
serve mainly as a confidence-building measure. Still, a certain degree of 
deterrence should be preserved. From this point of view we welcome the 
broadening of the scope of verification under this article. We share the 
opinion that it will be quite difficult to sift relevant facilities from 
irrelevant ones. That is why we prefer a broader approach, even risking 
sometimes the inclusion into the scope of declarations of facilities which are 
not posing a particular risk to the objectives of the convention. One might 
question whether any State would choose to use a declared facility for illicit 
weapons manufacture in the first place, 
can take place is a significant deterrent, 
combination with a broad scope of facilities which could be included into the 
declarations we are already increasing confidence substantially. Here we come

The very fact that on-site inspections 
When making this assumption in



as this is the first time 
my delegation and myse fMr. PARK (Republic of e : Mr.

Î 1*2 «tend fto°youinour m Simulations on your assumption of 

□residency of the Conference on Disarmament and to wish you every sue 
discharging your important responsibility. The determination that you 
demonstrated^in your opening statement the day before yes erday ° 
ïh«chemi=al-e,pons-ban treaty by 1992 is a good indication of the f n. 
leadership with which you are going to lead us to productive results
appreciation1*^1 th™preceding ^”=^ents ,^Ambassador^Rasaputram of^ri Lanka,

Ambassador loîesby"^'^^^1^0». for opportunity

they presided over the Conference. I also would like to take this opporruni y
to extend my high regards to Ambassador Komatina, Secretary-General of the 
to extend my nxgn ohQff fnr their invaluable assistance in
Conference on Disarmament, and his sta , , Conferencemaking the necessary arrangements and preparations for this Conference.

our

CD/PV.598
5

(Mr. Gizowaki. Pçland)

to «rip. .t«h tb. question of ho. to^rovid.
treaty ““t “«Lilith the enormous task of verifying the obvious

suspending on this a hug, .mount of ^
..re quit, concerned about consttotl, l-or«.in« taats^f the futu 
Organisation, especially^

this into account, certain element, in the Swedish
approach" are quit. clîo'e.T^ ôp^on, the

involvement'of the State, parties as veil a. that °f the “'f "
Our experience with the implementation of confidence^^buildi « between

—
and routine the confrontational character can be easily avoided.

future
cases

that this was adding to

The kev issue in the overall verification system under the chemical 
.eapon^c^vent^^ins^er, ijjjjcti».^ isL is not

dormant We do hope that in the rather near future it will reappear on e 
negotiating* table We consider in.peotion oa request *“
confidence that th. convention^s^eing^U.d^h. ^ ^ -iUtlry

which will soon- bewhy we undertook areasons 
facilities located on Polish territory, a report on 

the Conference on Disarmament.presented to
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ban is one of the mostThe draft convention on the chemical weapons crucial and promising items on the Conference's agenda and has raised hopes 
and expectations for the early conclusion of the convention. In our view, the 
key to the success of the convention on chemical weapons lies in assuring 
universal adherence to the convention. We hare the view of other delegations 
that universal adherence could best be ensu ed by making the convention 
effective, non-discriminatory and verifiabl . To this end, we wish to 
underline the importance of ironing out the remaining differences for the 
establishment of an effective verification regime. Such a regime would enhance 
confidence in the convention by assuring each State party that other States 
parties remain in full compliance.

President Bush of the United States made an announcement on 13 May on the
the destruction of all of its stocksUnited States unconditional cormitraent to

of chemical weapons within 10 years of the convention coming into force. 
President Bush's new arms control initiative is most welcome and represents a 
positive and far-sighted step toward achieving universal adherence to the 
chemical weapons convention.

The outbreak of chemical warfare was an ominous possibility during 
the Gulf war, and the world was alerted to its potentially catastrophic 
consequences. Despite progress made in disarmament negotiations between the 
two super Powers and in Europe, and the recent conclusion of the Gulf war, the 
danger of chemical weapons use has not completely disappeared. The time is

CD/PV.598
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ripe to take advantage of every possible opportunity to broaden support for 
the early and successful conclusion of the convention, in the same way that 
momentum was created by the Paris Ministerial Conference and the Canberra 
Government-Industry Conference in 1989.

The convention on banning chemical weapons and the Convention prohibiting 
biological weapons are twin branches of the same tree. The third review 
conference of the biological weapons Convention will be held in September in 
Geneva. The Republic of Korea has always supported international efforts to 
eradicate weapons of mass destruction. My country, as a party to the 
Convention since 1987, will be represented at the review conference and will 
make an active contribution to making the Convention effective and lasting.

CD/PV.598
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HMD
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responsible member of the international community, the Republic of 
effort to help facilitate the implementation of the noble 

Finally, in concluding, allow me to express the
As a

Korea will spare no 
task of this Conference, fervent wish of the Korean Government that the Conference on Disarmament, the 
single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, will make a positive 
contribution to the promotion of world peace and security by successfully 
concluding the chemical weapons convention as early as possible, and that a 
breakthrough on other major issues of the CD, such as the nuclear test ban, 
will be made in the near future.
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In our statement at the last session of the CD we expressed optimism 
that a comprehensive and global ban on chemical weapons was within reach.

We indeed believe that theRecent developments have enhanced this optimism.
CW negotiations have now entered a decisive, and hopefully, the terminal phase. 
We also stated then that the bulk of the "technical infrastructure" of the 
convention was in place and that remaining issues should be addressed in a 
political perspective with a view to taking decisions through compromises.
We now feel that the negotiations are poised to move in that direction.

We welcome in this context the initiative by the President of the 
United States in announcing a most constructive change of position facilitating 

the main prohibition of the convention covering the entirea consensus on
chemical weapons cycle including the unconditional destruction of CW stocks 
within the specified time-frame. We take satisfaction at the fact that this 
development has already led to the emergence of a consensus on article I of 

The comprehensive character of the main prohibition that we 
now have, which is applicable in any circumstances whatsoever, will augur well

We hope that somewhat
As my delegation

sees it, the remaining issue relating to article XII involves both legal and
Given the comprehensive and multilateral nature of the

the Convention.
for achieving the desired objective of universality, 
related issue of article XII will be resolved expeditiously.

political questions. convention that we all hope for, it is important that we adopt innovative 
solutions to such problems. In this regard, the interesting idea put forward 
by the distinguished Ambassador of Austria is worthy of serious consideration 
by countries which have entered reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol. The 
possibility of a collective withdrawal of reservations would be an expression 
of greater political support for the kind of comprehensive regime envisaged

It would also amount to an important confidence-buildingunder the convention., conraensurate with the unconditional prohibition which we have alreadymeasure 
secured collectively.

A consensus having been reached in the Conference for an intensified work 
for which we would like to thank Ambassador Batsanov, it is now

We thereforeprogramme,
important for the Consnittee to maintain the momentum of its work, 
hope that new substantive proposals aiming at developing a consensus acceptable 
to all delegations will be forthcoming on remaining major issues such as

My delegation shares the view that the procedure forinspection on request, 
inspections on request is an important part of the verification regime to 
maintain the confidence of all countries, large and small, developed and

We also believe that in order to achieve this desired objective,developing.
the concept itself should retain its multilateral character and be 
depoliticized. Its intrusiveness and use should be managed in a way consistent 
with the objectives and the scope of the Convention. The new inputs expected, 
we hope, will address these aspects and lead to consensus.

In our statement to the CD on 22 March last year, my delegation referred 
to two aspects of a possible framework to facilitate solutions to remaining 
political questions. One was the desirability of a time-frame to conclude our 
negotiations and the other was the question whether we should look at a package 
format to handle remaining issues in the terminal phase of our negotiations.
My delegation stated then :

-
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"We are inclined to believe that a time-frame for the conclusion 
of the convention could now be considered as a via media for seeking 
solutions to remaining issues, 
composition and decision-making of the Executive Council » challenge 
inspection, assistance, the order of destruction, economic and 
technological development and the Convention's relationship to the 
1925 Geneva Protocol are issues which require political decisions in a 
spirit of compromise, bearing in mind the realities of desired 
universality. One could argue that these issues are politically 
interrelated in a manner that perhaps requires solutions in a package 
form during the terminal phase of negotiations."

We therefore take satisfaction at the fact that a consensus was achieved to 
infuse a sense of timing into the mandate of the Committee. In order to use 
the other aspect of a package framework we encourage the Chairman of the 
Committee to pursue his own consultations.

The questions relating to scope, the

All are agreed that universality is the desired objective with regard to
As has been pointed out by thethe implementation of the Convention.Group of 21, a key to achieve this objective would be the internal consistency 

of the convention in maintaining the non-discriminatory and multilateral 
character of the treaty which now embodies a comprehensive and unconditional 
ban on the entire chemical weapons cycle. Consistency of these two principles 
should be equally applicable to the composition and decision-making process of 
the Executive Council.

Long-drawn-out efforts, both bilateral and multilateral, have 
contributed to developing the "rolling text" as it stands today. 
authority of the consensus flowing from the Paris Conference and recent 
developments facilitating a consensus on the main prohibition augur well for 
the Committee to come to grips with other political issues, while parallel 
technical work should continue in working groups. Sri Lanka remains committed 
to the conclusion of the convention at the earliest possible date. I have 
been instructed by my Government to state that it is actively considering 
becoming an original signatory to the convention, when it is ready for 
signature upon conclusion.

The chemical weapons convention will be a unique instrument in terms of 
both its intrusiveness and its coverage of civilian industrial activity. It 
could also be the first international instrument which envisages, in one way 
or another, the concept of universality even before the conclusion of 
negotiations. While extra-convention means will always be available to 
promote universality, the most effective way of ensuring the widest possible 
participation would be to promote universality from within the text of the 
convention. The majority of the potential States parties will be countries 
which have never had chemical weapons and have no intention of acquiring 
them. It is therefore important that the convention does not entail undue and 
disproportionate institutional and financial burdens on such countries under 
the verification regime envisaged. As was pointed out by the distinguished 
Minister of New Zealand, it will be essential that the verification burdens ot 
the convention should not discourage smaller countries from acceding. e

The



It is in this context that my delegation would like to commend for 
serious consideration the pertinent observations of the delegauion o 
Argentina concerning the need for the verification regime to remain rrJLerciallv neutral and the importance of avoiding a dual regime for civil cEc^ îradê ^c.tS convention enters into force. Developing countries 
which seek to develop their, as yet, elementary civilian chemical indus ry 
will have to weigh the security benefits of the convention against the costsIni b^deni not only of national implementation measures and international 
and burdens not y ^ ^ q£ the economic implications of possible dual
regimes. The justified motives of devising an adequately 
verification regime should not take us to the extreme of legislating for ever/ 
eventuality. This would overburden the convention with an expensive 
verification regime that could go beyond the scope of the convention.FillniiM of such a regime can entail considerable financial obligations for 
developing countries. V will therefore be of importance to agree on a viable 
balance of verification burdens, bearing in mind that letter-per.ee- 
verification is neither feasible nor needed.

measures

We feel that the opportunity now exists for the CD to strive towards 
firming up what could be the Conference's first conclusive output since - 
inception over a decade ago. The consensus that was recently achie ed 
article I was the culmination of a long process. It also demonstrated ... 
dynamism of multilateral negotiations and the fact that debilitating ^
attributes sometimes conferred upon multilateral bodies are no J -1 * ‘fact the consensus on article I proved the contrary. The initial draf tea
of a CW convention submitted to the CD some years ago was enriched and
developed in a dynamic way by multilateral participation. The very basis o. tt' III co^sensuf! namely, the idea o£ including th. us, of CV m the -ain nmhihition did not figure in the initial proposal but was conceived and 
developed°by Si. »l«iU«.r.l body. The CD ha, therefor, proved that it can 
negotiate, even on issues concerning weapons of mass destruction, if and he 
it8is enabled to do so. Among the many tragedies and ironies of the Gulf, 
some would perceive a realization that the threat of mass destruction yfrom chemical weapons neither deterred war nor influenced the outcome of -
war If this is to be one among many lessons to be drawn from that tragic 
event it is perhaps time for the CD to pay more focused attention to other 
priority items on our agenda dealing with a host of disarmament questions 
• 1 nrinritv nuclear issues which have remained m a state otparalysis due to ^U.r dcctrinal considerations. Irrespective of the_nora 
of the Gulf conflict experience, if it has presented us with “ °”°r “

entire class of weapons of mass destruction, the CD has to seizeeliminate an 
that opportunity.

CD/PV.598
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cannot argue that the acceseion of .ilitarily would in any case not pose a threat to the convention, is of less significance 
than a "capable" country remaining outside the convention.
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flr, RAHARDJO (Indonesia):
My association with the Conference on Disarmament is at a 

echo of the ongoing dynamic and fundamental changes in the global political 
echo of ongQ ^ m effect on its work. The observations made on
the progress of the negotiations on item 4 have made it clear to ^ all tha 
tangible results could be realized in the near future, due to the conciliate y 
positions of the major parties, which will eventually pave the way for the 
speedy conclusion of the draft convention.

climate seems

Tt is mv delegation's view that a decision made by the major possessors 
of chemical Lapons to abandon these weapon, option.and to totally eli» »» = 
them from their military arsenals "**£%%*«miHt.ry value of

with other systems of sophisticated
The political

in the Gulf have clearly 
is limited when in contesthandful of the collective ■‘'^c^lit.rJ purposes

Recent events 
these weapons 
weaponry owned by a
costs of maintaining these abhorrent weapons in the future will be too high for any country to afford.

The change of position of the Government of the United States on the 
question of the use of chemical weapons has provided new impetus t0 ^ ^ach 
of negotiations in the AsUiflfi Committee on Chemical Weapons. The new approac 
of the Governments of the United States and the USSR to t theuniversal adherence has brought about a fresh resolve ^ ^6 resulted in ,
emergence of a common will to achieve a final agreement as soon as possible 
the establishment of a treaty on the total prohibition of hese abhorrent 

My delegation welcomes this development and hopes that the fu 
y 8 faithful reflection of the legitimateweapons.

convention on chemical weapons will be a 
interests of the international community as a whole.

For a country like Indonesia, which has never possessed or -horrent weapons’: the total prohibition of
crucial element in the convention.as a

(continued)
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lies in the possible use or threat of use of these weapons,
In this context,chemical weapons

rather than the development or stockpiling of these weapons. 
the importance of provisions regulating assistance and protection in case of 
the use or threat of use of chemical weapons could well be emphasized in order 
to create a deterrent and thus lessen the chance of countries choosing chemical 
weapons for aggressive military purposes. My delegation also attaches 
particular importance to the provision governing the future possibility of the 
use or threat of use of such weapons by States which are not party to the 
convention. A provision which assures prompt assistance and protection to a 
State party which might be threatened or attacked by any State using chemical 

attract States to become party to the convention.weapons may
In the course of the negotiations of the last few years, the 

Ad Hoc Comnittee on Chemical Weapons has not been able to reach agreement on 
the above question, which is due among other reasons to the thorny question of 
the threat of use of chemical weapons. Moreover, the question of the function 
of the future technical secretariat in providing assistance to States parties 
in need of assistance in case of the threat of use or use of chemical weapons

If these pending questions are to be resolved, 
approach has to be developed. Any State or States parties to the convention 
which renounce chemical weapons options for their defence purposes and become 
parties to the convention should be entitled to receive assistance or 
protection against the use or threat of use of chemical weapons, with a view 
to preventing the real use of such weapons against this particular State or 
States parties. My delegation hopes that those which are in a position to do 
so will make a contribution either in cash, or in kind, through the assistance 
mechanism to be created under the auspices of the technical secretar.at. At 
the same time efforts should also be pursued to make the technical secretariat 
function effectively so as to enable it to give prompt assistance to countries

a newhas remained unresolved.

in need.
With regard to the interrelationship between the future chemical weapons 

convention and the 1925 Geneva Protocol, my delegation would like to emphasize 
that the provision governing such a relationship should be carefully and 
properly drafted so as to fully reflect the concerns and aspirations of the 
States parties to the convention. The future chemical weapons convention^ 
should avoid any possible confusion or loopholes which may lead to abuse by 
any State which is party to both the future convention and the 1925 
Geneva Protocol.

While it is encouraging to note the wealth of ideas which have been put 
forward during the course of the negotiations on the convention on chemical 
weapons, my delegation considers it necessary to mention a number of points 
which are of relevance to us. With reference to the verification of 
non—production of chemical weapons in the chemical industry, we 
that a new concept based on an integrated approach has been introduced. 
has altered the perceived concept of verification as envisaged in the 
"rolling text" of the last session of the Conference on Disarmament ; among 
others the range of the target to be verified has been widened. The concept 
of "capable" facilities allows on-site inspection not only in those facilities 
which produce but also those which are able to produce or process schedule

are all aware
This
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their chemical industry.

With reference to the effective functioning of the verification system of

"ir4,«th ng
from our participation in the meeting, it was learnt coat the existing 
laboratories and research institutes in Indonesia are operating the 
instrumentation as conceived to be used in the future verification system^
As for the need to furnish inspectors for the future implementation of the 
verification system of the convention, I wish to express the appreciation of 
the Indonesian Government to the Government of Finland .or granting the 
opportunity for Indonesian officials to participate in the training course for 
2S inspectors. He earnestly hope that this initiative w 1 he ^ 
other countries which are in a P^ -^^^S^tion of the

same

technical skills of the personnel 
convention.

total elimination of weapons of 
we should not lose sight of 

nuclear testing,
While recognizing the importance of the 
destruction, in particular chemical weapons, 

the need to pursue the efforts towards a comprehensive ban on &
which is long overdue. It has been noted t at . e progress of the
Nuclear Test Ban has resumed it. work. "HSt". improvements of nuclear
work in the Committee in stemming fur. q * . ±l\ tremendous amountweaponry falls far short of expectations. There is still a treme 
of work ahead of us in order to conclude a comprehensive nuclear test 
regime which will be universally adhered to. ^ resumption of th 
the Connittee is expected to be a good beginning. We hop. that
endeavours will be instrumental in the overall effort to establish 
comprehensive test—ban treaty.

mass



Consequently, I am pleased to inform the Conference on Disarmament that 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Peru has communicated to the ambassadors 
in Lima of the member countries of the Rio Group - Argentina, Bolivia, razi , 

, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela - a proposal
dates to be decided, of a special

, firstly, to
Colombia, Chile
for the holding in Lima next November, on
meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Rio Group

renunciation of all types of weapons of mass 
chemical and biological weapons, and 

banning the acquisition, production or
ballistic missiles

agree expressly on a joint 
destruction, particularly nuclear
secondly, to reach agreement on
transfer in the future of short-range and medium-range , ,

massive explosive and destructive effect, laser-guided bombs and munitions, 
extremely destructive multistage rocket systems, anti-radar ana

introduction of nuclear propulsion 
The third objective 

to build security,

a
long-range
"stealth" technology.
in the attack submarines of Latin American countries, 
of the Lima meeting would be to devote itself to measures

the democracies of the Rio Group, such as
cuts in troops and

Also a ban on the

confidence and transparency among
intensification of contacts between military high commands,o^nsive weapons in asaas, «steal notification^ ^ry-oeevtea,

in our countries.invitations to attend them, visits to military
register the transfer and production of weaponsa centre to

CD/PV.599
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Mrs. RAUTIO (Finland): I have asked for the floor to introduce the 
"blue book", which has been circulated as a CD document (CD/1090).

the 1991 "blue book" is a joint report of countries
A brief description of the

latest
Like last year's report, 
which participated in the second round-robin test.

(continued)

U T3
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(CD/CW/WP.350) by Australia,.... v-- also been circulated as a working paper
china the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, Finland, France, 

Z™**' S. îHherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom and the United States o

was introduced in the Ad Hoc Committee on 
In my presentation today, I will mainly deal

general interest than the
That working paperAmerica.

Chemical Weapons yesterday.
conclusions of the test that are of morewith the 

analytical details as such.
in order that the exercise should follow a likely CWC scenario it was 
. rhp samDles for the second round-robin test should simulate an

inspection of the chemical industry by including appropriate hackproand 
laboratory that volunteered to preoare the samples chose 

to use charcoal, Tenax, XAD-2 and cotton buds as sample matrices^n 
addition to aqueous samples. Some of the samples were spiked with octyl

effort in identifying as many compounds as possible to allow lucge

Thechemicals.

scheduled compounds.they were
this second round-robin test, the 

samples for CTt agents and 
scheduled chemicals.

In the event the laboratories reborted 17 scheduled chemicals. 31 other 
phosphorus-containing chemicals and S, non-phosphorus^ohem =. s 
laboratories identified the chemicals used “ «£7ichlorvos. Only two
synthesis of the ^""’^«^"^telonding » schedule 1, the mixture of 
laboratories reported chemicals belong g laboratories except one
isomeric octyl methylphosphono uor^ ‘ h is a schedule 2 compound andidentified dimethyl methylohosphonate, which is * =ch^ratoriesPldentl£l
appeared as an impurity ° wM^ are also schedul
the mixture of aegradaïion products'of the principal spiking compound,
compounds and Primary.„Hfied the mixture of methyl octyl methylphosphonates. 
Three laboratories identified aLkyl methylphosphonates
Two laboratories reporte e L alkyl qrp„ps. In addition to the octyl
^Hvativ^s! four additional methyl phosphonates and methylphosphomc acid 

were reported.

Accordingly, to maximize the value of
changed from analysis or 

their content of anyobjective of the test was 
their degradation products to

but

participating la^ratories considered the second round-robin^test
enough the oti^l^n^the tes^d* ^

questions than the original plan would

All the 
very useful,

results obtained from the 
objective orobably raised many

even
The more
have done.
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The need for background information on samples was discussed bv the 
scientists of the participatina laboratories. They considered it desirable to 
know whether the samples had been collected in an area of alleged use or in an 
industrial site. The participants also considered the analysis request, be it 
confirmation of preliminary identifications, identifying scheduled chemicals 
or structure elucidation of unknown chemicals, to be more important for the 
off-site laboratories than to know whether the inspection had been a routine 
or challenge inspection.

In the present test the laboratories were informed that the samples 
did not contain CW aaents. 
because not all laboratories were aware of the difference between a CW agent 
and a schedule 1 chemical and, accordingly, some did not look for members of 
the nerve agent families.

This information caused some confusion, however,

Information on the particular sampling points in the facility helped
However, such information might bein understanding the production process, 

considered highly confidential by the facility, the kind of information that 
should not be revealed to a laboratory capable of doing in-depth analysis of

This tvpe of information is, naturally,all chemicals in the samples, 
available to the inspectors on-site, but there confidential information can 
be protected by the use of "blinded" instruments, i.e. those having, only 
scheduled and related chemicals in their databases.

As shown by the test, a large number of chemicals can be tentatively 
identified with a gas chromatograph/mass spectrometer (GC/MS), the 
instrumentation planned for on-site analysis, if reference spectra are 
available in the computer of the instrument.

The second round-robin test showed that if the analytical reauest is 
to identify any scheduled chemicals, the methods should be such as to allow 
detection of all individual compounds on the schedules, 
databases remain incomplete, samples should be monitored by techniques

Easily volatile chemicals such as

As Iona as the

allowing detection of family members.
Phosaene and hydrogen cyanide require sliahtly different procedures than 
those optimized for nerve agents and mustards.

scientists discussed the criteria and need to report chemicals other
This question was

The
than scheduled ones to the future technical secretariat, 
felt important since the number of chemicals that can be identified in 
off-site laboratories is greater than during on-site analysis, 
the laboratories reported non-scheduled feedstock chemicals and the product 
of ongoing synthesis, plus their impurities and a large number of unrelated

pointed out that the identification of non-scheduled 
chemicals could be used to identify industrial processes and could corroborate 
the stated purpose of the process and be used as evidence of compliance. 
However, this would not necessarily be an indication of compliance all of the 
time. In the present test, toluene and trichloracétaldéhyde confirmed that 
during the inspection the facility was producing dichlorvos.

In this test

chemicals. It was
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Some laboratories identified and reported sodium fluoride and octyl 
alcohols, which do not belong to the schedules either, but which could 
indicate earlier production of octyl methylphosphonofluoridates.

The need to identify and report non-scheduled chemicals is determined 
by the qoal of the verification, whether it is to confirm the absence of 
non-declared scheduled chemicals or also to confirm that the current 
production of the facility is in line with the declaration, 
to confirm the absence of non-declared scheduled compounds, the goal can be 
achieved on-site with "blinded" instruments. In this case, chemicals such as 
sodium fluoride and octyl alcohols would remain undetected unless they were 
included in the database as additional chemicals.

If the goal is

If the goal is to confirm a declaration, on-site analysis would require 
that the databases for the instruments contain data on the chemical products 
and their feedstock chemicals instead of data on scheduled chemicals.

, in addition to undeclared non-restricted production, undeclared
In this

case
scheduled chemicals would go undetected.

If both current production and the absence of scheduled chemicals 
are to be verified, the number of chemicals in the databases increases 

At present negative assurance seems to be the preferred 
For the future tests, the group agreed that only scheduled

substantially, 
objective, 
chemicals should be reported.

The present test strongly emphasized the need for identification criteria
Sore laboratories did not list any chemicals forin verification analyses, which no reference material was available, and the identification of which 

would have had to be based on structure elucidation only, 
listed chemicals solely on the basis of electron ionization spectra after 
comparison of the recorded spectra with those in commercial libraries.

Sore laboratories

The scientists discussed the degree of certainty required before a
chemical is reported to the technical secretariat as present in the

The results ofscheduledsamples collected during an inspection of a chemical facility, 
on-site and off-site analyses have to be considered separately.

The goal of on-site analysis is to support the verification of compliance 
with the treaty, i.e. to find out if there are any samples that need to be

Unambiguousoff-site laboratories for confirmatory analysis.sent to twoidentification is not required on-site, just an indication that scheduled 
chemicals might be present. On the other hand, the goal of off-site analysis 
is to obtain unambiauous confirmation of the analytical results obtained

The scientists discussed whether unambiguous results are the onlyon-site.ones that should be reported by laboratories to the technical secretariat or
should also bewhether tentative assignments, clearly marked as tentative, 

released, to allow the secretariat to make the final identification, 
croup considered it imperative that the laboratories do the final
identification themselves and report onlv those chemicals for which they have

In cases when the

The

a simple yes/no answer.
technical secretariat shouldan unambiguous identification, i.e. 

results from the two laboratories differ, the

»
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send the samples for final evaluation to a third laboratory together with the 
analytical data from the two laboratories. The experts from the three 
laboratories together could then resolve the discrepancies.

criteria for unambiguous identification were discussed at some 
length. There was consensus that two independent spectrometric techniques 
giving identical results are required. If the concentration of the sample is 
high enough, two different techniques such as mass spectrometry and infrared 
spectrometry or mass spectrometry and nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometry

similar techniques, such as two kinds of mass

The

are to be preferred over two 
spectrometry.

spectrometric methods, unambiguous identification requires 
that the analytical results be compared with reference data in a database 
or with data recorded from an authentic compound using the same individual 
instrument. The latter procedure involving authentic compounds was considered 
more reliable because the recorded and database spectra are likely to have 
been recorded under different conditions.

In all the

The present test highlighted the difficulties in identifying chemicals 
for which there are no earlier data or authentic compounds available. 
Preliminary identification has to be based on the interpretation of different 

and final confirmation is obtained only after synthesis oftypes of spectra
the proposed chemical and recording of the identification data for purposes 
of comparison. In future, such a requirement for synthesis might delay the 
reporting of analytical results to the technical secretariat and, accordingly, 
underlines the need for as complete a database as possible at the earliest 
date after the convention has entered into force.

identification requires that the arrangement of atoms in the 
The large number of isomeric chemicals in the

Unambiguous
molecule be exactly known, 
octyl families made it impossible to determine the exact configuration of the 
octyl side chain. For purposes of verification, the scientists considered it 
sufficient to be able to report that octyl methylphosphonofluoridates 
identified, without the need to report each of the fluoridates separately.

that identifications were not unambiguous

were

Scientifically speaking this means 
but that they were sufficient for the purpose, especially as the draft 
convention requires identification of alkyl methylphosphonofluoridates 
the exact structure of the alkyl moiety.

, not

The results of the present test need to be evaluated in terms of 
success in identifying those samples that would have warranted transport to 
verification laboratories for more detailed analysis. The most important

containing schedule 1 compounds and those containing 
methylphosphonates, especially the octyl derivatives. The only schedule 1 
chemicals, the mixture of isomeric octyl methylphosphonofluoridates, 
reported by only two laboratories, despite the availability of sophisticated 
in-house equipment. This was partly due to the degradation of the fluoridates 
during transport of the samples and partly due to the lack of reference data 
for these compounds. The degradation would of course have been avoided if 
the analysis had been performed on-site. Both the fluoridates and tne

samples were those

were

-
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me thylphosphonates have specific ions in their mass spectra, most probably 
common to almost all members of the respective families, so they too would 
have been detected on-site.

The scientists considered the recommended operating procedures important 
for both on-site and off-site analyses and accordingly compiled procedures for 
the new sample matrices and analytical techniques. The need continuously to 
improve procedures, to meet the challenges of new developments in the 
analytical field, raised the idea of a "rolling text" for the recommended 
ooerating procedures.

The second round-robin test demonstrated the need to solve the problems 
associated with the transportation of samples. At present, the laboratory 
responsible for the preparation of samples is the only one that can give 
information on the toxicity of the samples with a view to finding the 
appropriate means of transportation. Rules acceptable for every Government 
should, therefore, be found for the transportation of test samples in order 
to facilitate the work of the future convention.
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been achieved in efforts to
and control the armaments drive, and that 

concluded in the field of disarmament, 
contributions of your qreat country,

new vistas for our

It is undeniable that
reduce armamentshalt the arms race,

and important aqreements can be 
We hiqhly praise in this respect the
„c. President, the we stend confident that we

succeed in asinine further Process in our wort, first of all in nuttin,
«hemical weapons convention.

new

endeavours.
can
the final touch on the

The recent initiative of your country, .""“““^Xrowh
President Georae Bush, is unanimously aporeciat^d as agréai. brea^ ^ ^
for the solution of the remaining pro ems^ text-, providing a
rrSr:^i“ac°ter Of the Prohibition, which is applicable in

circumstances whatsoever.any
solved, verification is, of

view that verification is
In such a way, States 

Romania is

Among the manor remaininq issues to be

^ur.^Lî's-ïiciSoîirtïï^ti-:
assured that their security concerns

verification that
we understand the tremendous objective

the experts who deax 
riqhtly been stressed

are covered, 
meets with the agreementwill be more 

ready to submit herself to any
Meantime,of the other States.difficulties lyino’before us, and first of all before

directly with this problem. Amono °“er,i^1^S^“1ibrium between the

intrusions that do not have anv relation with theo nee 1W balanced
ourselves have such oroblems and are interestedconvention. We 

and efficient control.

(continued)



CD/PV.599
14

(Mr. Neagu. Romania)

My country, which is unequivocally committed to the achievement of a 
total and comprehensive banning of chemical weapons, repeatedly declared in 
the last year and a half that it possessed no chemical weapons or had the 

of producing them, nor the intention to acquire them. The Romanian 
Government wants to become an original party to the chemical weapons 
convention.

means

I am pleased to announce here today that as far as chemical weapons are 
specifically the 1925 Protocol for the Prohibition of the

and of Bacteriologicalconcerned, and more
in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases,

, the Romanian Parliament adopted last month a law on the 
reservations made to the text of the Protocol a long time

Use
Methods of Warfare 
withdrawal of theThis month, Romania officially notified France, as the depositaryago.country, about the withdrawal of these reservations.

Austrian colleague that countriesWe support the proposal made by ourwhich still have such reservations should withdraw them collectively and, in 
order to come to such an arrangement, a special meeting of the concerned

We also share the view that this could be done duringcountries be convened, 
the envisaged ministerial meeting on chemical weapons.

CD/PV.599
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(Mr. Neagu, Romania)

dancers of proliferation 
of chemical and biological 

the related
The war in the Gulf has also demonstrated the 

of'weapons of mass destruction: the prolif^“ballistic missiles, 
weapons, the spread of nuclear ^D^^ga"rade- constraining the supply and 
question of arms transfers an , d 0f the materials needed foravailability of weapons of mass destruction, and^of wQuld
their manufacture, should be a Priori y • demical and biological weapons
undoubtedly reduce the risks f”4 „ is our belief
end the ^“^“‘^Lns of mess destruction end the commitment to 

renunciation include missile technology.that the
their non-proliferation should also

Romanie hasten «««»£«’= ii^^n

^ this end, mv Government expressed its readiness to loin .he
tn as a result, last spring Romania was invited to

full member. In the same spirit mv 
Missile Technology Control 

We have close

in the current
regime.
Nuclear Suppliers Group and,

in the work of this forum as a
the guidelines of thetake part

=°™"y (MTCR^and0to”accede to this Grouo next autumn.

S^fSneroritr^L^or^mîcli^^i^icIi^a^ut::
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Mr. CHADHA (India)i

deep appreciation for the kind words that you have 
It was indeed an enrichina exoerience for me to be

Disarmament at Geneva at a time
I wish to express my 

just addressed to me.
present during the work of the Conference on
when new ooportunities have been created in the field of disarmament by the 
far-reaching chances in East-West relations, the signature of the CFE Treaty 
in Europe and the announcement that the START Treaty between the United States 
and the USSR will be signed in the near future. We also saw a new momentum 
in the chemical weaeons negotiations at Geneva, which may indeed lead to the 
completion of these negotiations in the near future.

CD/PV.599
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(Mr. Chadha, India)

... The present international situation offers adequate opportunities for 
the Conference on Disarmament to live up to its reputation as the single

The conclusion of a chemical weaponsmultilateral negotiating forum.

CD/PV.599
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(Mr. Chadha. India)

convention in the near future would certainly be a shot in the arm £°r 
this body Although I have some regrets that I will not be here w ““.“ion is finalized. I can assure you that the Indian deleoatrcn »iU 

cooperate fullv with other delegations at the CD in order t
I wish to thank all delegations once acam for

-General of the
continue to 
fulfil our imoortant task.also grateful to the Secretary, and his able deputy, Ambassador Berasategui,

members of the secretariat
I amtheir cooperation.

Conference, Ambassador Komatina 
■ u .,l_\ t Hâd 3 lona associationt otriôrtheir support and encouragement, and finally wish the Conference on

accomplishment of its tasks.forDisarmament well in the

-
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of India for his statement,I thank the representative 
s addressed to the Chair.The PRESIDENT: 

and for the kind words
wishing to take the floor, I shallother delegation

I see none.If there is no 
proceed to other business.

CD/WP.408, relating to a 
of the Conference at plenary 

I gained the
has before it working paper 

participate in the work
Committee on Chemical Weapons, 
consultations yesterday that there was 

I would think there is no
understanding that this does not

Shall I take it that

The Conference 
request from Malta to 
meetings and in the Ad Hoc 
impression at presidential 
to that request. This being the case,

meeting to consider it, on the
consideration of other requests, 
the draft decision?

no objection 
need to hold

an informal
precedent for the 

Conference agrees toset a 
the

so decided.It was
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Mr. KAMAL (Pakistan): In my statement today I propose to address 
aspects of the future chemical weapons convention, an important subject to 
which the Conference on Disarmament continues to devote by far the greatest 
amount of its time.

some

Allow me to reiterate, at the very outset, our perception of what the 
chemical weapons convention should encompass. We support a comprehensive, 
effective and equitable treaty which prohibits the development, stockpiling, 
acquisition, transfer and use of chemical weapons, and which provides for the 
total destruction of existing stockpiles, production facilities and delivery 
systems of chemical weapons. A convention which contains anything less than 
these fundamental provisions would not enjoy universal support, and this would 
undermine the basic concept of a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons. Let 
me also state once again for the record that Pakistan neither possesses 
chemical weapons nor desires to acquire them, and that it will continue to 
actively and positively contribute towards the early conclusion of a chemical 
weapons convention.

The impetus that has been provided to our negotiations by the recent 
change in the United States position is timely, and we welcome it. In fact, 
it has made it possible for us to refine article I, which for the first time 
now clearly spells out the prohibition of use in a straight-forward manner.
If we continue our work in the same spirit in the coming months, and show due regard for the views of all negotiating partners, there is no reason why a 
convention cannot be concluded by the end of 1992 as has already been resolved 
by us.

Confidence in compliance with the future chemical weapons convention lies 
at the heart of our negotiations. It would be too simplistic to build a 
vitally important disarmament convention only on the premise that States 
parties would adhere to it in good faith, and with the intention of abiding by 
its provisions. Provisions relating to verification and compliance will 
consequently have to establish a system which ensures that treaty obligations 
are being strictly observed. While 100 per cent effective compliance machinery 
does not appear within the realm of the possible, our endeavour is to create 
an equitable and efficacious verification system which maximizes confidence in 
the treaty provisions. It is obvious that the type and intrusiveness of 
verification to which an activity would be subjected should be determined by 
the element of risk which that particular activity poses for the convention.

The verification regime which we have been developing for the convention 
consists of two main elements, namely routine inspection under article VI and 
challenge inspection under article IX. I shall address these articles 
separately.

(continued)

.



“ "vzïhi's ssüTÆriJ «j».: ;r£tE£ragain some
need*" o^includin^cleai^conditions^which prevent abuse of challenge 
inspection procedures, and which ensure the legitimate right of States and 
particularly smaller States, to protect and safeguard sensitive^omÎÎÎ 
and installations which are not relevant to the convention. Additionally, 
once a challenge inspection is launched, it becomes a
the States parties, and can no longer be treated as ...... f
the challenging Stlte and the challenged State: the primary responsibility of 
carrying out the inspection is that of the technical secretariat. 
tilServer still needs to be clearly defined, taking care not to mm nun

an ^inspector of inspectors". And finally, irrespective of the subjective 
assessments of the parties concerned, once an inspection is completed, a clear 
determination on compliance or otherwise should be arrived at by the executive 
déterminât to include such a provision in the convention would
pe"=;Le a climate of diatrust, and undermine confidence in the verification 

procedures.

of concern to 
,1 affair betweena

The role of
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UnlikeThe importance of verification under article VI is undeniable. 
the provisions in the convention concerning destruction, which will apply only 
to chemical-weapon States, and which will hopefully become obsolete after the 
10-year destruction period during which stocks and production facilities 
would be eliminated, the monitoring regime for activities not prohibited under 
the convention will be of unlimited duration and of direct interest to a 
considerably larger number of States. In this context we have addressed the 
question of clandestine production in facilities which are normally devoted to 
peaceful purposes but which could be converted to the production of chemicals 
posing a risk to the objectives of the convention. In developing a regime to 
address these concerns we must ensure that it is as non-intrusive as possible, 
while at the same time being as cost-effective as possible. We are not in 
favour of a system which places unnecessary hindrances on.the civilian chemical 
industry, and in which certain elements of the challenge.inspection procedure 
are sought to be injected. Continued insistence on the inclusion of such 
concepts are liable to result in the unnecessary politicization of an activity 
which is intrinsically routine in nature.

The provisions of article IX on 
place in the proposed convention, both
its implementation and in order to deter potential violations, 
these procedures will have to be expeditious, non-discrimmatory and mandatory. 
Although these principles now seem to be generally accepted, the task of 
translating them into agreed procedures has not been easy. Numerous 
proposals have been put forward, but success has eluded us so far. 
working paper introduced by four delegations recently is a brave and.posit_ve Ittempt to break the deadlock on this issue, and we have noted that in it. 
effort to accommodate many of the concerns that have been expressed in 
Ad hoc Committee by various delegations, it has departed from some concep 
which until now had been considered as sacrosanct and non-negotiable.

challenge inspection will have a central 
of providing confidence in

To be effective
as a means

The

n rr
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Articles X and XI of the convention are of special importance for the
developing countries, 
development of the provisions for these articles, and we are happy to see that 
agreement has finally been reached in the Ad Hoc Committee to enhance their 
status by placing them in appendix I. This is indeed an important and overdue 
breakthrough, though some additional work is required yet to further refine 
their provisions. The viability and universality of the convention will 
depend, to a great extent, on the final shape these articles acquire before 
negotiations are concluded.

My delegation has taken a particular interest in the

Even though the text of article X is fairly well developed, our perception
Firstly, an article which doesof what it should encompass bears repetition, 

not assure mandatory assistance and protection against the use or threat of 
use of chemical weapons will lead to an unbalanced convention. Secondly, the 
system that is established under this article for the provision of assistance 
should have an automaticity and predictability about it, of the type of 
autoraaticity and predictability that is being sought for the verification 
mechanisms, for the two directly complement each other. Thirdly and finally, 
a system of assistance and protection will have no meaning without the actual 
availability of adequate resources with the Director General, which enable him 
to provide assistance and protection in case of need, and most particularly in 
cases requiring emergency assistance.

The language of article XI was developed some years ago and will have to
In our view, the provisions of thisbe refined to reflect existing realities. 

article should incorporate the obligation of States parties not to impede 
international cooperation in the peaceful uses of chemical science and 
technology, and an undertaking that existing discriminatory mechanisms will be 
dismantled once the convention comes into force. As in the case of the 
suggestion that has been repeatedly heard in this forum, calling on all States 
to declare their intention to adhere to a future convention even while its 
text is still under negotiation, perhaps member States who, individually or 
collectively, apply export controls and restrictions on the transfer of 
certain chemicals may consider declaring their intention to dismantle these 

for the States who signed the future chemical weapons convention. 
Simultaneously, as suggested by Austria and supported by other States, member 
States who have entered reservations to the Geneva Protocol might also 
consider announcing their intention to withdraw their reservations once the 
convention comes into force. Such gestures would promote confidence in the 
convention, and contribute to the objective of its universality, to which we

measures

are all committed.

The composition, powers and functions of the executive council are 
outstanding and thorny issues, and we hope that they will be addressed in an 
appropriate setting during the current session of the Ad Hoc Committee, 
past discussions have helped us to identify most of the issues and options 
already. What is now required is the will to strike a compromise which should 
be realistic and equitable.

Our
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We share the view expressed by a majority of delegations that the 
executive council should consist of between about 25 and 30 members, 
same time we also believe that the convention should contain provision for the 
expansion of the executive council in the future, if the situation so warrants.

At the

balance has to beWhile choosing a system for the allocation of seats, a struck between the undeniable interests of those States which have substantial 
chemical industries many of which will either be directly concerned by the 
convention or whose cooperation will be essential, the equally undeniable 
interests of those States which are situated in particularly sensitive regions 
or who have specific threat perceptions, and the overall and overriding need 
for a democratic and regionally representative membership. However, some 
flexibility will be necessary so that no one of these three legitimacies 
overwhelms the other two, and so that the membership of this vital organ does 
not take on a colour that prejudges its decisions. We think a formula can be 
found, provided there is general agreement on the need for compromise and 
adjustment between these three types of interest.

of intense and intensified work, when many factorsWe are now in a stage .to believe that meaningful results can be achieved in negotiating and
drafting a convention which will be comprehensive and fair, and which will 
then draw the type of universal adherence which we all seek. Let none of us 
be found wanting.in far-sighted statesmanship „
is in sight, and when we all see the positive and early possibility of

from our global community.

lead us

when the glimmer of successnow

outlawing an entire type of abhorrent weapon
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Mr. PRZYGODZKI (Poland)i
I wish to express the deep satisfaction of my Government with the 

signing last week by President George Bush and President Mikhail Gorbachev 
of the strategic arms reduction Treaty. I should like to convey to you,
Mr. President, as the representative of the United States, as well as to the 
representative of the USSR, our wannest congratulations on this historic 
event. We highly appreciate the efforts which have been made both by your 
country, Mr. President, and by the Soviet Union in overcoming all the 
difficulties and obstacles on the road to concluding the START Treaty. This 
is indeed good news for the whole of mankind, and also for this body, which 
has the question of the cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear 
disarmament high on its agenda. The START Treaty, being the first commitment 
of both States to cut significantly the arsenals of long-range nuclear 
weapons, including, in particular, the most destabilizing systems of such 
weapons, will undoubtedly stand as a milestone on the way towards a more 
secure world. I do hope that in a near future we negotiators in Geneva will 
be able to make our own contribution to disarmament efforts by successfully 
completing negotiations on the chemical weapons convention.

In our last statement at the Conference on Disarmament my delegation 
promised to present a report on a trial inspection on request conducted at 
some Soviet military facilities on Polish territory. Poland initiated 
preparations for such an inspection at the beginning of this year. However, 
at that time our initiative did not materialize. Today I would like to 
introduce a joint report on behalf of the Republic of Poland and the USSR on 
the trial inspection on request conducted by Poland at two Soviet military 
facilities located on the territory of my country on 17 and 18 April 1991.
The detailed report on the conduct of this inspection and its results is 
tabled as document CD/1093 (working paper CD/CW/WP.354).

The principal aims of this inspection were, first, to confirm, in so far 
as Poland's territory is concerned, the USSR declaration on non-possession of 
chemical weapons outside its territory; and second, to test relevant 
procedures of the "rolling text" in practice and to train inspectors in 
carrying out such inspections. In view of the twofold character of this 
inspection certain procedural elements were properly adjusted without

(continued)



In view of the importance inspections on request in the verification 
system of the future chemical v pons convention, my delegation welcomes all 
efforts to find a final solution to this very important issue in 
negotiations. Working paper CD/CW/WP.352 constitutes, in our view, a good 
basis for further work on article IX. We do believe that an agreement on the 
final shape of inspection on request will enable us to make progress on a. 
other outstanding issues, thus contributing to the attainment of our common 
goal - completing negotiations on the chemical weapons convention by .99..
My delegation is" ready to contribute its share in this endeavour.

our
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At the same timeprejudice to relevant provisions under the convention, 
activities of inspectors were carried out pursuant to a bilateral protocol 
agreed between Poland and the USSR based on the preceding version of the 
"rolling text" (CD/1033).

The facilities inspected during this inspection on request were selected 
The first was a central artillery depot of the Sovietby the Polish side.troops, the second a central chemical depot, both located on the territory o.

The different nature of each of these facilities required different 
approaches to the conduct of the inspection.
inspection team inspected the entire depot, while at the first facility it 

possible to limit the inspection to just a part of it. In both cases
no chemical weapons or their traces were

Poland. In the latter case the

was
conclusions were identical:
discovered.

I would like to note with appreciation the full cooperation of the Soviet 
authorities and the management of the inspected facilities at all stages of

The inspection team had full access to all places selected by
This played an Important role as athe inspection.

it, as well as to all documentation, 
confidence-building measure at a time when relations between Poland and 
the USSR are being developed on a qualitatively new basis.

The experience gained during the exercise confirmed that inspection on 
request constitutes an indispensable element of the effective verification of 
compliance with the convention. The extent of cooperation by the inspected 
State with the inspection team will play a great role in dispelling concern 
about treaty compliance and terminating an inspection at an earlier stage vnen 
sufficient evidence is obtained that doubts or suspicion giving rise to the 
request were unwarranted. A request for inspection should, to the extent 
possible, clearly identify the nature of suspicion. This would considerably 
facilitate the task of the technical secretariat to select inspectors with 
appropriate qualifications and suitable equipment to fulfil the aims of the
inspection.

u-i 
<0

O 
0)
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Mr. IQSSIFQV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated flQffl 
Russian): On behalf of the Soviet delegation I too wish to express our
••* Today the Soviet delegation jointly with the delegation of the Republic 
of Poland is introducing for consideration by the participants in the 
negotiations a document entitled "Joint report on a trial inspection on 
request", which is being circulated as an official document of the Conference 
on Disarmament numbered CD/1093 and dated 6 August 1991, and at the same 
time as a working paper of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons under 
number CD/CW/WP.354. In terms of timing the introduction of this document has 
coincided with the stepping up of the discussion on inspections on request in 
the negotiations, and we hope that the submitted material will facilitate the 
search for a mutually acceptable solution to this problem.

As the participants in the negotiations are aware, the Soviet Union has 
officially declared that it has no chemical weapons on the territory of other 
States (CD/CW/WP.264). The Republic of Poland, which has also submitted data 
related to chemical weapons to the Conference on Disarmament, has declared, 
inter alia, that it does not possess chemical weapons (CD/985), 
to strengthening mutual understanding and trust between the two sides, the 
Soviet Union and Poland agreed to carry out a trial inspection on request.
The trial inspection had «the following aims : to confirm, in so far as 
Poland's territory is concerned, the USSR declaration on non-possession of 
chemical weapons outside its territory; to test in practice the relevant 
procedures of the protocol on inspection procedures contained in the draft 
convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons to be used in checking the 
suspected storage of chemical weapons ; to determine the necessary scope of 
activities which should be carried out by the inspection team during an 
inspection on request at military facilities; and lastly to train inspectors 
in carrying out such inspections.

The trial inspection was carried out during the period from 17 to 
18 April 1991 at two Soviet military facilities located on Polish territory. 
The facilities to be inspected were selected by the Polish side. The 
inspection was carried out at the central artillery depot, where different 
types of artillery munitions are stored, and at the central chemical depot, 
where gear for protection against weapons of mass destruction, including 
chemical weapons, are stored. On the basis of the results of the inspection 
it was concluded that no chemical weapons or traces of such weapons are 
present at the inspected facilities. Overall the experiment demonstrated that 
it is important and essential to include a concept of inspections on request 
in the verification mechanism under the future convention as a basic element 
for ensuring compliance with the provisions of the convention and dispelling 
possible concerns on the part of the future States parties with regard to such 
compliance.

With a view
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Allow me now to dwell in a little more detail on certain aspects of the 
trial inspection which are of direct relevance to the issues in the context o 
inspections on request currently under discussion in the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Chemical Weapons. First, it should be noted, in our view, that the inspection 
™ grated access to any place within the inspected facilittes. Durtng 

the inspection there were no cases of refusal to grant any requests fo
Another aspect is related to the time elapsing between the submission 

of the request for the inspection and the granting of access to the facilities 
indicated in the request. The request was submitted 16 hours prior he 
arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry. Access to the first 
facility was provided within two hours after arrival at the point of entry.
^aC notification of the aacond facility to b« inap.ct.d w.a Pte.-tcd 15 hour, 

arrival of the inspection team at the facility. During the

access.

The
prior to the 
inspection agreed equipment was used.

Naturally, the results of this inspection on request do not claim to be 
regarded as universal, but we hope that their joint presentation by the Sovie 
and Polish delegations will help the participants in the negotiations to 
finalize their approach to this form of verification.

CD/PV.601
6

Mr. ELARABY (Egypt);
I beginconvention.I shall at the outset address the chemical weapons 

by paying tribute to the efforts of Ambassador Serguei Batsanov of the
Soviet Union, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, and 
aoviec uniuu, entrusted with the preparation of thethe three chairmen of the working groups Friends ofconvention on the prohibition of chemical weapons, as well as the Friends of 
the Chair. My delegation's gratitude also goes to Mr. Abdelkader Bensmail and
his able assistants for their meticulous work.

SLTffSW- » riÆ8 The

whole.
(continued)
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undertaking consultations on an extensive programme of work for the remainder 
of 1991 and the beginning of 1992. Whatever the outcome of his consultations, 
I wish to state that my delegation is prepared to work on a full-scale 
schedule should the Conference on Disarmament so decide.

Last year the President of the United States made an important and 
timely initiative on chemical weapons, 
two stumbling-blocks out of our way. 
reaffirmed the commitment on the highest level in the United States to the 
conclusion of a convention on the comprehensive prohibition of chemical

and that there is no place on board for non-proliferation ; a position

My delegation is grateful that it took 
But what is more significant is that it

weapons,
that Egypt has always maintained.

Egypt is of the view that universal adherence to the chemical weapons 
convention is imperative. To attain univeral adherence all the Members of the 
United Nations should be involved, as appropriate, in the actual preparation 
of the convention. An open-ended preparatory commission to precede or follow 
a ministerial conference, or, as the Foreign Minister of Japan suggested when 
he addressed us on 6 June 1991, that "we should consider convening a meeting 
in Geneva at the level of high officials", could positively contribute towards 
the universality that we aspire to attain and could serve as a useful tool in 
our quest to encourage universal adherence. For this reason we appreciate the 
constructive step that the Conference on Disarmament took when it considered 
sending letters to States which are neither members of nor observers at our 
Conference, bringing to their attention the most recent report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee so that they could benefit from following the work in 
this important phase. 
two objectives.
observers in the Conference, and the second is to embark on the open-ended 
preparatory phase we have been considering for a long time now.

In this connection, I would like to refer to the proposal to convene 
a ministerial meeting as one method of finalizing our work and ensuring 
universality. Since the proposed ministerial meeting is directly related to 
the package approach, the decision to convene it is anchored on what we will 
be able to accomplish in elaborating the package. The more concise the 
package is, the more easy it becomes to invite the ministers to accelerate the 
conclusion of the CW convention. On the other hand, if the package is not 
based on a comprehensive approach the preparation of the ministerial meeting 
becomes insufficient, and would have negative effects because we will only be 
left with incoherent positions at the highest level of decision-making, which 
could backfire.

By doing this, I believe that we would achieve 
The first is to have more participation in our work by

It is good news that the members of the Conference have agreed to add 
reference to the prohibition of use to the mandate. This, however, just 

brings the wording of the mandate into line with the unambiguous absolute 
prohibition against the use of chemical weapons that already exists in 
article I of the draft convention. Our aim is to conclude a convention which 
will be universally adhered to. But universal adherence in itself is subject

a



to the question of undiminished security - an issue which imposes itself in 
almost every aspect and provision of our draft convention. A legal question 
which is very relevant to the issue of undiminished security is the relation 
of the chemical weapons convention to other relevant international 
agreements. This provision is the cover under which unilaterally declared 
"rights" under the 1925 Geneva Protocol are to be transferred to and thereby 
eternalized in the chemical weapons convention. Some maintain the position 
that retaliatory use of chemical weapons in conformity with the reservations 

the 1925 Protocol must remain permissible as long as chemical 
weapons exist. Any such attempts aiming at creating a situation of legal 
uncertainty about the scope of the prohibition and the implementation of the 
convention should be resisted, for it would undermine the integrity of the

The convention should be the sole

attached to

whole edifice of the convention, 
international contractual legal instrument that governs chemical weapons; 
otherwise we will be creating a dual legal regime. Furthermore, the legal 
uncertainty concerning the scope of the prohibition and the implementation 
of the convention will continue to plague the international community. T*- 
comprehensive undertaking not to use chemical weapons, which is already 
provided for in article I, paragraph 3 of the draft convention, is 
incompatible with any claim that a reservation to the 1925 Protocol can 
be carried through in the future. The chemical weapons convention should, 
therefore, provide that all States with retaliatory rights under 
the 1925 Protocol should renounce their reservations at the time

The

sign
the convention.

issue that falls directly under the broad concept ot
In the absence of effectiveAnother important

undiminished security is that of sanctions.
international control, comprising credible assurances as well as viable 
monitoring arrangements, the threat to both national and international 
security persists. This is why the international community should not limit 
itself to negative assurances in the manner followed with respect to the 
non-proliferation Treaty. What is needed is positive and credible assurances 
which would be applied through a mechanism elaborated by the convention and in

Sanctions, in my view, are 
In order to sustain the credibility

conformity with the rules of international law. 
guarantees to ensure ultimate compliance.
of these sanctions, they will have to be monitored by the executive council 
acting under the appropriate supervision of the Security Council. In some 
cases non-compliance with the convention may constitute a threat to 
international peace and security. This is why I suggest that a clear relation 
be established between the functions and competence of the executive council 
and the Charter-prescribed responsibilities of the Security Council. The 
executive council should consider the questions of non-compliance and convey 
its conclusions and recommendations to the Security Council. My delegation 
welcomes the decision taken by the Ad Hoc Committee to incorporate a new 
article under the title "Measures to redress a situation and ensure 
compliance, including sanctions". My delegation has been advocating the 
inclusion of such an article since 1989. We do, however, realize that^further 

this article and related provisions in other parts of the draftwork on
convention is still required.

CD/PV.601
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Thus theThe chemical weapons convention is a functional agreement.
of the convention acquire great relevance, 

will be the principal olitical organ of the organization 
for the purpose of imp ementing the convention. The 

composition of the executive council and its decision-making mechanism should 
be determined on the basis of the functional requirements - that is to say 
rapidity in convening meetings and the ability to take timely decisions. A 
flexible non-discriminatory appointment regime should be adopted to sa.eguard 
the right of every State to serve on the council without any special rights 
or discrimination. The functions of the executive council are just as 
important. The council should be expected to supervise all the activities 
emanating from the convention. It should consider the questions of 
non-compliance and convey its conclusions and recommendations to the 
Security Council, as I have already stated.

Theorganizational aspects 
executive 
to be

The credibility of theI now turn to the question of verification, 
verification regime to be established by the convention will be one of the 
major factors governing its life course. A watertight verification regime is 
imperative in order to allow the convention to pursue its objectives, 
draft convention envisages a number of verification measures. What is 
revolutionary about this convention is the idea that States parties to the 
convention are asked to accept, beforehand, the fact that the organization, 
through its appropriate organs, could at any time inspect any site on their 
respective territories. This innovation is a bold challenge to the concept of 
sovereignty. If such provisions are to be enshrined in the chemical weapons 
convention, as we all hope, they will open a new phase in international 
relations built on total transparency in all disarmament agreements.

The

The Ad Hoc Committee has been active on the issue of challenge 
inspections during the past few weeks. There are several proposals on this 
question, the most recent of which is the proposal presented by four States 
and contained in document CD/CW/WP.352. The purpose of any provision on. 
challenge inspection should be to clarify and resolve questions of compliance 
with the convention. Requests for inspections must only be within the scope 
of the convention, which is the total prohibition of chemical weapons.

CD/PV.601
9

(Mr. Elarabv. Egypt)

There isAnother pending issue is that of settlement of disputes.

'^SSgSBSSSSi&ftgietreached through negotiation? All such measures and methods of dispute
Provisions dealing with

one 
not
settlement should be incorporated in the text. . .
settlement of disputes should be assembled under a single article, and u 
should be expected that certain disputes may arise out of the application o 
the interpretation of the convention. We must, therefore, provide adequa e 
means for the resolution of such disputes. It is reassuring that the 
Ad Hoc Committee has embarked on the consideration of this subject. A new and 
comprehensive article on this subject in the "rolling text" will no doubt be a 
stimulus for further work.

CL
 H

cr
 o
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The executive council should be informed of any request immediately, and 
should be able to convene right away to follow the course of the investigation 
so that timely decisions may be taken in order to facilitate the task of the 
inspectors and to control the situation. Although such inspections should be 
effective and timely, they should be executed in the least intrusive manner. 
The challenged State should have the right to protect its national security

However, in order to ensure compliance by the 
challenged State, the chemical weapons convention should provide clear-cut 
procedures in order to strike a balance between these legitimate rights of 
States and the success of this regime. The report of the inspection operation 
has to be passed to the parties as well as to the executive council. This 
report should contain a statement of the factual findings of the inspectors, 
as well as a conclusion which would help the executive council in deciding 
whether the challenged party was in compliance with the convention or

Furthermore, the executive council should be able to convene

and industrial secrets.

violating it.
immediately to consider ways and means to remedy the situation and to ensure 

This would involve bringing the matter to the attention of the 
A provision to ensure that the right to request challenge

compliance.
Security Council, 
inspections will not be abused also has to be included in the text.

The convention should provide a protective umbrella for the States 
parties, in the form of assistance provided by the other States parties to 
limit the effect of the use or threat of use of chemical weapons. This system 
should cover a whole range of measures from prevention to treatment, 
addition to the question of automaticity required in implementing this 
provision, the convention must trigger a mechanism in a well-defined

It is a major achievement that the Ad Hoc Committee was able to
However, transferring it to 

The work

In

time-frame.
move article X from appendix II to appendix I. 
appendix I does not mean that article X cannot be improved, 
undertaken in Working Group A aims at attaining such improvement.

Another major step that the Ad Hoc Committee was able to achieve during 
the inter—sessional period was that of taking article XI off the shelf, 
where it has been for several years, and putting it in its proper place in 

Article XI is a key provision for universal adherence to the 
To a large extent, adherence to it will depend, inter alia, on 

the nature and scope of the provisions that will provide for international 
cooperation to develop the peaceful uses of chemical industries; a convention 
that does not, however, impede peaceful chemical activities. I wish to 
emphasize the interest of all States in ensuring that the economic and 
technological development of their chemical industry are not hampered. In 
this context, a technical assistance programme to help parties in organizing a

It is also

appendix I. 
convention.

system for monitoring their chemical industry should be devised, 
imperative that the flow of chemicals, instruments and data be maintained. 
These concepts should be scrutinized so as to clearly reflect the rights and 
obligations within the context of a well-justified balance.

The Ad Hoc Committee is divided on the question of environment. We 
believe it is important to introduce provisions on environment in relation 
with the destruction of CW and any other activity prohibited by the convention.
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I now wish to address the issue of weapons of mass destruction in 
the Middle East. Egypt has consistently striven to spare this region fraught 
with tension from the scourge of a possible recourse to any type of weapon of 
mass destruction. The accumulation of such weapons in the Middle East creates 
a destabilizing environment that endangers international peace and security.

Egypt has, since 1974, annually presented to the United Nations 
General Assembly a resolution calling for the establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. Since 1980 that resolution has 
been adopted by the General Assembly by consensus. Last year a group of 
experts appointed by the Secretary-General submitted a study. It is relevant 
to recall the conclusion contained in paragraph 110 of that study that "an 
effective zone would be a great improvement over the present situation. The 
problem is how to create the conditions in which a zone becomes a realistic 
development."

On 8 April 1990, President Hosni Mubarak proposed the establishment of a 
"zone free from weapons of mass destruction" in the Middle East. The three 
components of President Mubarak's proposal are the following: First, that all 
weapons of mass destruction without exception should be prohibited in the 
Middle East, nuclear, chemical or biological ; second, that all States of the 
region without exception make an equal and reciprocal conmitment in this 
regard; third, that verification measures and modalities be established to 
ascertain full compliance by all States in the region with the full scope of 
that prohibition without exception.

This initiative provides the appropriate framework for engaging States in 
the region in a process that would ultimately facilitate the establishment of 
such a zone in the Middle East, and ensure regional collective accession 
through the encouragement of all States in the region to adhere to the 
international legal instruments that comprise the juridical regimes 
regulating weapons of mass destruction.

-proliferation Treaty, the biological weapons Convention of 1972 and the 
chemical weapons convention which is under preparation now at the CD. The 
successful employment of confidence-building measures in the Middle East will 
undoubtedly be augmented through the adherence of all parties in the region to 
these three important legal instruments.

These legal instruments are the
non

Proposals on chemical and biological weapons relating to the region
Egypt would likeshould be considered by these States within this framework, 

to reaffirm that disarmament measures relating to the different weapons of
destruction cannot be taken in isolation, and that all the States of the 

region should be legally bound by the same obligations without any exception.
mass

At this juncture, I am pleased to invite the attention of the CD to a 
letter dated 21 July 1991 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt 
addressed to the Secretary—General of the United Nations, concerning the 
recent proposals on arms limitation and disarmament in the Middle East.
This letter was reproduced on 30 July 1991 as an official document of the 
General Assembly (A/46/329) and the Security Council (S/22855). May I request 
the circulation of this document as an official document of the CD?
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With your permission, Mr. President, I would like to conclude on a 
I had the honour to serve in the Egyptian delegation to

I was away from Geneva
When I came back, four years ago, a glance at the Conference

personal note. 
the CCD in the mid-1970s, as you rightly pointed out.
for 11 years.
on Disarmament files and proceedings was sufficient to reveal that no progress

No doubt, all the members ofwhatsoever had been achieved in a whole decade.
the CD realized this fact, and there was an atmosphere of general 
disappointment. I am happy to state that today, when I am in the process of 
relinquishing my post in Geneva, I leave with feelings of hope and great 
expectations for the work of the Conference on Disarmament and for the efforts 
exerted to achieve disarmament in general, 
have transformed our contemporary world in recent years, 
mention the general relaxation between the super-Powers and the oft 
referred-to attempts to revise the Charter of the United Nations and to make a

resuscitate its provisions relating to the maintenance of 
Moreover, several important agreements in

to the chemical

Several important developments 
Suffice it to

genuine attempt to 
international peace and security.
the nuclear field have been concluded, and when it comes

convention, there is a general agreement that the light at the end
Here I must eonfess that I envy you, 

for you will soon
I take leave of

weapons
of the tunnel is now glowing brighter.
distinguished members of the Conference on Disarmament, 
witness the fruition of these long and arduous negotiations, 
you, Mr. President, and look forward to seeing all of you next October in 
New York and to cooperating once more with you, in our joint endeavours to 

better world for future generations.create a
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As the formal session for 1991 draws to a close, the negotiations in the 
chemical weapons Committee are becoming more concrete in keeping with the 
time-frames and objectives we have set, in particular as the change in the 
mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee, following the new impetus given to the 
negotiations as a result of President Bush's initiative, stipulated that next 
year we should conclude our already excessively prolonged work. Deadlines are 
approaching, and inevitably we have to tackle the most difficult questions, 
those which in the final analysis reflect our interest in the instrument 
designed to ban chemical weapons for ever. Now that the problem of the 
destruction of existing stockpiles has been resolved, and the issue of a 
ban on use has been directly and unequivocally included in the text of the 
convention, some questions of major importance still remain to be solved.
This morning I will refer to some of them.

Allow me briefly to recall that in a previous statement, my delegation 
had occasion to express one or two ideas concerning the verification system 
for the chemical industry under article VI. 
attention to the need for negotiating efforts to be directed towards a simpler 
formulation of the verification mechanism which at the same time would provide 
a credible guarantee that the provisions of the convention with respect to 
non-military activities in the chemical field would be duly complied with. We 
believe that the exercise that has been going on both in Group B as well as in - 
the consultations led by France as a Friend of the Chair have to a large 
extent followed this thrust.
certainly be made to simplify the verification system under article VI, which 
should be focused on actual production of chemicals and production capacity, 
and not on the material flow or balance of chemicals, which, as much 
experience - including not a few national trial inspections — has shown, is 
not sufficiently accurate to support the conclusion that the convention is not 
being breached through the transfer of chemicals.

At that time we tried to draw

But we think that further efforts could

This brief initial digression serves to remind you of what, in the 
view of my delegation, should be the dominant guiding principle regarding

On this same issue of verification of theinspections under article VI. 
chemical industry I think it is important to point out that the recent meeting 
at which representatives of the world chemical industry exchanged views with 
the members of the Committee confirmed the impression shared by many 
delegations involved in the negotiations that the verification system must be 
open and simple and must take account in a very special way of the principle

(continued)
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that the normal operations of the chemical industry must not be affected, 
view of a recurrent tendency that has been observed in the negotiations in the 
Committee to insist on complex and indeed costly formulations, I will not 
hesitate to repeat today that this article deals with activities not 
prohibited by the convention, in other words, perfectly legitimate activities.

In

Advocates of these sophisticated verification systems have,argued that 
the risk that certain facilities could pose for the convention should not be 
side-stepped. Risk, as everyone knows, is a category that pertains to the 
realm of perception. There is nothing less uniform in the field of 
disarmament than the security perceptions of the negotiating States.
Bence what some might consider of paramount importance as a risk 
assessment parameter - production capacity, multi-purpose capability of a 
facility - could be perceived by others as less important than, for instance, 
its location. In other words, the fact that a plant might be located in an 
isolated place or might possess power sources indicating a high level of 
activity or one that would be difficult to justify under normal 
circumstances. Above all there is the political assessment of those 
involved, both that of the party assessing the risk and that of the potential 
transgressor. I sincerely believe that at this stage of our negotiations any 
risk assessment exercise which aspired to unanimity would be doomed to 
failure. This is why, as far as the Argentine Republic is concerned, an 
appropriate verification regime wit'hin the framework Of article VI must be 
open, but at the same time realistic and circumscribed by parameters which are 
attainable and manageable both from the political and from the financial point 
of view.

The chemical weapons convention, as has been repeatedly stated, is a 
security treaty. This is its logical nerve-centre and the indisputable local 
point of its content must be the provisions designed to secure the elimination 
and prevent the reappearance of chemical weapons, 
the chemical weapons convention must be equipped with a verification system 
which is sound and coherent from the viewpoint of security, and able to p~ay 
effectively the deterrent role that any verification mechanism must play in 
order to discourage, or attach a very high political cost to, any breach cr 
its provisions. That is why in our opinion the verification system under ^ 
article IX is par excellence the most important element within the --ea -/ s 
verification system if the treaty is to become a really successful agreement 
with universal adherence. I would therefore like to raise one or .wo -deas
relating to the negotiations on article IX, and in particular challenge

Our thinking draws

Therefore, for Argentina

inspections, which we are concentrating on at the moment. 
on consideration at the national level of what would be the implications anc 
the scope of the system of challenge inspections, measured aga-..= - -•■e 
objectives of the convention and the legitimate security concerns -ha. a-- 
the future States parties have to different degrees in this process.

At the same time, in voicing these ideas we have borne in mind the 
experience gained thanks to the positive and timely init.a.-.e^ ,
delegation of Germany that enabled us to participate in the -*.a._.a^ 
challenge inspection exercise held i- an air base in -he .an *
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This was a very positive experience,area between 22 and 24 May this year, 
and in that context our gratitude and appreciation go to the German 
authorities, through Ambassador von Wagner and his delegation, for the 
excellent arrangements and the highly professional way in which they conducted 
this complex joint exercise.

In our view, the inspection, details of which will undoubtedly be 
presented with greater authority by the organizing delegation, succeeded in 
demonstrating that a challenge inspection is a highly intrusive exercise, but 
that it can nevertheless be made compatible with the necessary confidentiality 
that must protect certain military facilities or others with a high commercial 
or scientific value. The concept of managed access, duly developed on an 
ad hoc basis - that is, taking into account the characteristics of the site to 
be inspected - should allow physical access by the organization's inspectors 
to any site located in a State party whenever a properly justified request is 
made for challenge inspection.

The exercise at Pferdersfeld made it clear that there are areas - the 
role of observers, the relationship between the inspection team and the 
receiving State, the closure (securing) of the site, the availability of 
reliable means of communication for the inspection team, the need to draw 
up a fully agreed glossary of important terms for the convention in the 
five official languages of the United'Nations, all issues on which 
considerable work still has to be done with a view to improvement, 
conclusion, however, is encouraging in indicating that it is possible to aim 
for a strong system of challenge inspections without unduly affecting the 
security of the receiving State.

Very recently the Ad Hoc Committee received with keen interest a 
new proposal on challenge inspections put forward by your delegation,
Mr. President, along with the delegations of Australia, Japan and 
the United Kingdom. It joins the existing proposals and will undoubtedly 
constitute a major contribution to our deliberations. We believe that a 
number of the elements we identified when referring to the inspection carried 
out in Germany in May have been taken into account by the authors of this 
initiative, and we welcome this fact as an encouraging element. At the same 
time, we think it useful to point out a few basic points that the final 
blueprint of verification under the convention should in our view include in 
its final form.

First of all, any system of challenge inspections agreed upon should 
guarantee the inspection team rapid, not to say immediate, access to the 
agreed site. Otherwise the challenge would turn into a phased warning, which 
we do not think would be in anyone’s interest, not to mention the fact that 
any delay, be it at the moment of initiation or later on, would in our view 
contradict the very principle and the definition of challenge inspections. 
Secondly, access for the inspectors should be understood primarily as physical 
access, with the appropriate limitations arising out of the concept of managed 
access, carried out on an ad hoc basis in the light of the necessarily 
differing importance of the requested site from the viewpoint of practical

The
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factors (geographical, access, and so on), as well as its significance from 
the point of view of the various aspects of confidentiality, whether 
scientific, commercial or military. The use of alternative forms and/or 
concepts of access should be elaborated in detail in order to avoid any 
counter-productive effect. We hope that the current negotiations will lead to 
progress on this point.

Without seeking to carry the analogy with the activities carried out by 
the special United Nations commission appointed to monitor compliance with 
Security Council resolution 687 further than prudence dictates in these cases, 
we believe that there are important lessons which must be drawn from this 
continuing exercise, in particular with regard to physical access for 
inspectors and securing of inspected sites. We believe that if all these 
considerations are taken into account, they will help to lead to agreement on 
a challenge inspection system which, in our opinion is worthy of the name.

As our negotiations proceed in various forums, it is common and 
refreshing to observe that when, perhaps on account of the fatigue and 
excessive emphasis on details that inevitably go hand in hand with any 
negotiating process as intense as ours, we get unnecessarily side-tracked in 
the negotiations, a delegation reminds us of the direction and aim of the 
exercise. Consequently, we must remember that we are actually negotiating a 
security agreement, an agreement that has clear and precise objectives and 
does not try to impose restrictions on the chemical industry, an agreement 
that in fact seeks to offer sufficient guarantees so that in signing it,
States will gain an additional degree of security. This morning, while 
considering the verification system under article IX, my delegation, without 
seeking to correct anyone's course, would merely like to remind the Conference 
of the nature of our negotiations. I am sure that we shall not forget this 
basic premise in the forthcoming months, which will undoubtedly be the finai 
months.

By way of conclusion, allow me to indicate that as representative of a 
State that ratified the Geneva Protocol of 1925 without any reservations, we 
think that the time has come — the time can no longer be delayed — for those 
who ratified it with reservations to withdraw them so as to begin the 1992 
session, during which the convention will be concluded, with a renewed spir*. 
and commitment.
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The delegation of the Kingdom of Morocco concurs with the other members 
of the Conference in their wish to see the convention on the prohibition of 
chemical weapons finalized within the planned time-frame, 
such a convention, in our opinion, is a very important disarmament 
The substantial progress achieved has warranted our hope that the finalization 
of a text acceptable to all is near at hand, 
serious difficulties which remain.

The conclusion of 
measure.

We do not, however, overlook the
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The PRESIDENT:

As I mentioned at the beginning of my presidency, I asked Ambassador Karaal 
to assist me in private, informal consultations concerning the possibilities 
for expansion of the CD's membership. All of you are aware that he has 
pursued this task energetically and .ith tact. After extensive consultations, 
however, we compared results and rel ctantly concluded that agreement on an
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Moreover, we found anexpansion plan acceptable to all is still elusive, 
increasing number of delegations who feel the expansion issue might better be 
left for a later time because they fear the politicization of the CD expansion 
question while we are making a major effort to achieve a CW convention.

The signing of the START Treaty in Moscow last week is a major arms 
control event which contributes significantly to strategic stability and 
security in the world. I would hope we can draw inspiration from this signal 
accomplishment to reinvigorate our own efforts in the CD to complete a 
chemical weapons convention by next year, a goal we set for ourselves in the 
revised mandate we recently approved for the CW Ad Hoc Committee.

Many issues remain, but we cannot for a moment slacken our efforts to 
resolve them if we are to achieve a CW convention in the time that is left 
to us. Specifically, we must make the maximum possible use of the 
inter-sessional time between our formal CD meetings, as our CW Ad Hoc 
Committee Chairman, Ambassador Batsanov, seeks to do. Our Governments and 
peoples will expect us to produce results in the time-frame we announced.
The credibility and even the future of our Conference could be at stake, 
therefore urge that we capitalize on the momentum we have recently created for 
ourselves, reinforced by the historic moment created by signature of the START 
Treaty, to finish the negotiations on the single most important multilateral 
arms control treaty in many years. Its time has come.

I
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forwarded to the United Nations 
Disarmament in its annual report will

On this
It is always hoped that the message 

General Assembly by the Conference onrecord progress in the negotiations carried out under its auspices. 
occasion it is striking that genuine progress has been made in dealing with 
the subject of chemical weapons. Of clear importance in these negotiations is 
the inclusion of the reference to the prohibition of use in the mandate of the 
Ad Hoc Committee, as well as in relevant parts of the draft convention, and 
provisions on the total destruction of chemical weapons. We recognize the 
encouraging turn taken by these negotiations as a result of the decision ot 
the United States Administration not to use chemical weapons against any 
country, in any circumstances, and to destroy all its arsenals of such 

As stipulated in its mandate, the Ad Hoc Committee on
intensify its work with the aim of achieving final 

I should like to encourage all
weapons.
Chemical Weapons is to 
agreement on the convention by 1992. 
delegations to continue their efforts to that end.

CD/PV.602
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(United States of America):

that deals with... Secondly, I would like to introduce a United States paper 
a national trial challenge inspection at a United States commercial chemical 
production facility last year. This inspection represents one of a series of 
such exercises that the United States Government is carrying out at commercial 
and government facilities. Rather than go into the details at this time of 
the lessons learned during this productive experience, I will simply note that

to the secretariat for circulation as an 
It should be available to you shortly.the paper has been turned over 

official Conference document.
(continued)
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The third and fourth elements of my remarks today deal with chemical 
weapons, and with the report writing process in which the CD is now engaged. 
Although the latter item is more immediate in terms of the time pressures we 
face, I wish to make my principal remarks first on the far more important and 
central goal of our Conference at this moment : completion of a chemical 
weapons convention by 1992. Since President Bush announced his chemical 
weapons initiative last 13 May, the CW Ad Hoc Committee has made significant 
progress.
chemical weapons, against anyone, under any circumstances, 
there is now no question about the obligation to complete the destruction of 
chemical weapons during the 10 years after the convention enters into force. 
Agreement seems near to place articles X and XI in appendix I of the "rolling 
text", and we should be able to take the same step with an improved article VI 
as well. We are now in the midst of serious exploration of challenge 
inspection, perhaps the thorniest issue in our convention. And we also 
believe that progress in a number of other areas such as jurisdiction and 
control will be reflected in the "rolling text".

Article I of the draft convention now explicitly bans use of
In article IV

Bearing in mind our goal, I submit to you that we must now make a 
conscious decision to direct our energies more closely on the major issues for 
the remainder of 1991. In my view there are currently four such issues at 
this stage : challenge inspection, verification in the chemical industry, the 
composition and decision-making process of the executive council, and 
universality. I will address each of these issues in turn.

On challenge inspection, as you know, the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Japan, an<J Australia presented a new approach last month 
designed to move the Conference at last toward resolution of this key issue. 
The four delegations sought to strike the right balance between access 
necessary for effective verification, and the need to protect sensitive 
activities that are not related to chemical weapons and avoid potential abuse 
of challenge inspection provisions. The regime we propose balances all of the 
security interests of States parties. It will enhance prospects for universal 
compliance and, when it enters into force, will give the international 
inspectorate the ability to discover the facts. It will deter would-be 
violators, and at the same time provide States parties with reasonable 
protection of their legitimate activities.

No text is perfect. We have taken due note of the views expressed on the 
proposal in the Ad Hoc Committee. We are encouraged by the general support 
shown in discussions so far for the concept of graduated, managed access to 
challenged sites. We are aware that some delegations would prefer more 
mandatory access, and that others would like to see stronger mechanisms for 
protecting sensitive sites. We are also pleased that our proposal has 
generated useful conceptual discussion of the role of the executive council. 
Much remains to be thrashed out, but we are confident that we can reach 
consensus on this critical question.
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With respect to monitoring the chemical industry, the proposal made by 
eight non-aligned delegations in July was a major advance. It preserves key 
features of the regime that is currently set forth in article VI of the 
"rolling text", but closes an important loophole that would have allowed many 
relevant facilities to escape inspection. As a result of the eight-delegation 
proposal the Ad Hoc Committee has almost reached consensus to extend the 
monitoring provisions in Article VI to all CW—capable facilities. Work 
remains to delimit the industry and exclude those not posing a risk and to 
work out the inspection regime, but we believe that the general support for

of such facilities should be reflected in appendix I of the "rollingcoverage
text".

Much discussion has taken place on the selection process for facilities
We, and many others, believe that the selection process must 

Given the many thousands of relevant facilities,
to be inspected, 
reflect security interests.
States parties must play a role in designating facilities for inspection.
This approach is not challenge inspection in disguise. These inspections are 
routine, and will be conducted accordingly. We recognize the concerns of 
others about abuse through national selection and believe that safeguards must 
be incorporated, for instance agreed limits on the annual number of 
inspections in a given State. We are grateful for the work of the Chairman of 
Group B on this issue, and will give his proposed approach careful study.

Some have argued that the composition and decision-making process of the 
executive council can be settled only at the end of these negotiations. We

on the contrary, that broad consensus is developing in the Committee, 
the structure and operations of this vital executive

We believe there is
believe,
and that agreement on
body will help us settle other, more substantive, issues, 
broad support for an executive council of approximately 20 to 25 members. 
Selection would be based on a combination of geographical and industrial 

Decision-making on substantive issues would be by a qualified
the executivecriteria.

majority. Several delegations have already expressed views on 
council and we hope that Working Group C can take this up immediately.

How canThe fourth major issue that I want to discuss is universality, 
the Conference structure the convention to encourage all States to join? I 
want to express my agreement with my distinguished Argentine colleague, 
Ambassador Garcia Moritan, who noted last week that a chemical weapons 
convention is primarily a security agreement. Other delegations have pointed 

include restrictions and disincentives for countries who, 
after a reasonable period of time, choose to remain outside.

We have proposed that, after a suitable transition period,
for trade in CW-related chemicals should discriminate against 

non-parties. Our proposal will require parties to refuse to trade in 
CW-related materials with all States that do not become parties to the CW 
convention within a reasonable period of time. These provisions relate 
directly to the central purpose of the convention, and to the security of 
future States parties. We will ask for your support on these grounds.

out the need to We strongly
agree.
arrangements
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There is one more issue that I would like to discuss today, namely 
longstanding problems of "old" or "abandoned" chemical weapons, 
not now a major obstacle to completing the convention. If it can be resolved 
promptly it will not become one. However, we must come to grips with it. We 
recognize that this issue reflects a number of different problems, all of them 
politically sensitive. Concern has been expressed, for example, about 
negative public reaction to labelling such "chemical weapons" in the 
convention. The term "chemical weapons" has a powerful emotional and 
political impact and there is a risk of public misunderstanding.

we believe it would be useful to explore the possibility of a
This would ensure that

This issue is

For this
reason,
differentiated approach to the required declarations, 
the differing situations are not lumped together under the single heading of 
"chemical weapons".

Another concern is over the responsibility for destruction when chemical 
weapons produced by one State are found on the territory of another State, 
would be best for such matters to be settled between the two States involved.

It

In any case, we cannot afford to have a loophole allowing a State party to 
retain chemical weapons on its territory if not removed or destroyed by the
State owning them.

Unfortunately, much of the discusson on these issues has taken place
I propose to you that the Conference can no

We urge the
without adequate information.
longer work on the basis of rumours and corridor conversations.
Governments that have problems with old and abandoned chemical weapons to 
provide technical information on the nature of the problems that exist, 
could be done, for example*, during the meeting of destruction experts that 
will be held this fall. We believe that such information would not only help 
to clarify the situation, but also would facilitate cooperative efforts to

In this connection, I would

This

ensure that the weapons are disposed of safely, 
like to recall the offer of the United States to provide technical assistance 
for destruction of chemical weapons to any State faced with this problem.

number of participants in theOn the subject of adequate information, a 
negotiations have not yet indicated whether or not they possess chemical

We call on them to do so, in order that members of the conferenceweapons.
can make an accurate assessment of the dimensions of the chemical weapons
problem.

I would now like to review where we are at this stage in the CW
As I mentioned earlier, many of the issues on which we have

reflected in the CW Ad Hoc Committee Chairman's
negotiations.
made progress this summer were 
paper last spring as the key issues requiring political attention and which 
might ultimately be elements of a possible package. Earlier this summer the 
United States made substantial moves on many of these key issues, particularly 
on the questions of right of retaliation, and on our two per cent proposal to

Additionally we haveachieve universality, and also on articles X and XI. 
introduced provisions for challenge inspection and we stand ready to discuss

In light of these steps, Ithe executive council and the issue of costs.
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confess to some disappointment in recent days on both substantive and
We have heard threats by individual delegations thatprocedural grounds, 

unless they get what they want in one article, they will hold up another
Such tactical linkage which is devoid of substantive rationale onlyarticle. 

invites retaliation in kind.

At this stage in the negotiations, if we are to have a CW convention 
in 1992, we believe that all serious proposals, and especially proposals 
receiving broad support, should be reflected in appendix I of the "rolling 
text", if necessary with footnotes and/or brackets. The time has come to 
cease unfocused general discussions. If we are to find solutions to the 
issues, the best basis is actual language proposed for the convention, 
cease arguing over the placement of papers in other appendices, 
focus our efforts on the proposed treaty text itself, seek compromises where 
possible and where not, clearly identify alternatives for political solution.

Let me add that we are disappointed that a small number of delegations 
are blocking agreement on a work programme to carry the CW Commitee through 
till next January. My Government finds this difficult to understand, in view 
of the opportunity to wrap these negotiations up and achieve a convention next 
year. My delegation does not consider this matter closed, and will continue 
to press for CW work during the eight weeks of the BWC Review Conference and 
the disarmament portion of the First Committee. To that end we call on 
capitals represented here to augment their delegations as necessary.

Let us 
Then we can

In my statement today I have outlined the areas of which I believe work
Let me leave the subject of 

I have heard it said that some in
should focus, and the approach we should take, 
chemical weapons with a cautionary note, 
this chamber believe that following the Gulf War and operation Desert Storm ,

This argument holds
that we have demonstrated that for ourselves, chemical weapons capability on

in our conventional

the United States has less interest in a CW convention.

the part of an aggressor can be handled with weapons 
inventory, and that we and the Soviet Union have taken care of the problem of 

large CW stocks and security requirements with our bilateralour own 
arrangements.

This line of argument is mistaken. United States security will be 
enhanced by the convention. Furthermore, the United States has allies and 
friends around the world whose security, including security from chemical

The United States-Soviet bilateral agreement signedattack, is vital to us. 
by Presidents Bush and Gorbachev 1 June last year is integrally linked with

So we will continue to work as hard as ever 
It would, however, be equally mistaken to believe that

achievement of a CW convention.
for agreement here. 
the United States and its allies are more interested in achieving a CW 
convention than other members of our Conference, and accordingly that an 
increasing number of provisions unrelated to chemical weapons can be added to 
the Treaty in the expectation we will continue to make concessions. We are 
not les demandeurs in this negotiation. Conclusion of a CW convention will 
enhance the security of each and every State that becomes a party. Th-s is

Let's keep it in sight.important, a worthy goal:
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Let me turn now to an area where our performance has been less than 
outstanding - the Conference's annual report-writing process. 
threatens to get out of control.
(approximately 3 of our 2U working weeks) and too much money (well more than 
$US 1,000 a page) on report-writing. The time has come for reform.

During my recent CD presidency I made a serious attempt to reduce the CD 
report—writing effort in order to allocate more time to our CW negotiations.
I suggested preparing a relatively brief report, based on the requirements of 
rule U5. This would have meant dropping the compilation of groups' political 
views on each agenda item - the most time-consuming, contentious and wasteful 
part of the report-writing effort. It replicates information available 
elsewhere, and it generates large quantities of political smoke and fire more 
appropriate to the General Assembly than to the more practical negotiating 
body we work in. Furthermore, the CD secretriat asked that the CW portion of 
the report be shortened by dropping appendix II, thereby saving a significant 
amount of money.

This process 
I submit that we spend too much time

While these objectives had broad support, some participants insisted 
there could be no changes in cherished routines. Only in the case of the 
radiological weapons and outer space ad hoc committee reports have we thus far 
seen efforts made to shorten reports or eliminate political wrangling. 
Everywhere else we see business as usual - or worse, 
committee draft reports are already heavily politicized, in some cases with 
rhetoric reminiscent of the height of the cold war. In the NTB draft report 
one regional group has taken a verbatim transcript approach and is attempting 
to drive in more than eight full pages of text advertising or supporting its 

They have resorted to distortion of fact and misrepresentation of the 
The West was left with few options to achieve the necessary

The NSA and NTB

views.
views of others.
accuracy and balance, other than to draft eight pages of its own if it wished 
to propose them for bitter negotiation. So much for the effort to reduce the 
CD report-writing chore so as to devote more time to CW!

While I held your seat, Mr. President, my position required me to act 
evenhandedly and to take the views of all CD members and groups into account 
in conducting our business. To some extent I had to put my national role and 
objectives on the shelf during that period. That is no longer the case.
While it may be too late for wholesale changes in the report-writing process, 
I propose that we try now to begin a less politicized and more cost-effective 
effort. Specifically, I would urge the negative security assurances and 
nuclear test ban ad hoc committee chairmen to try to limit political position

This limitstatements by each group to no more than one or two pages each. 
should also apply to the reports on CESNAR, PNW and CPD. My delegation is 
prepared to withhold consensus on those substantive sections of the CD report 
which are polemical, imbalanced, and unfactual.

_
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These are drastic steps. At a time when we are trying to negoitiate an 
important global treaty, however, I believe they are absolutely essential. By 
consensus we set a deadline for ourselves of achieving a CW convention 
by 1992. We enshrined this goal in a revised mandate for the CW Ad Hoc 
Committee. Yet we are letting "business as usual" entangle us in sterile 
report-writing debates reminiscent of a time gone by.

Thus, I hereby request that the problematic committee contributions of 
this year be compressed and limited to each group's views and that the issue 
of CD report-writing be placed on the agenda of next year's open-ended 
consultations on improved and effective functioning. We must provide for a 
much briefer, cheaper and more useful report, which people might actually 
read. The current product meets almost none of these criteria.

CD/PV.602
15

(Miss Solesbv. United Kingdom)

The Western Group of States have worked for many years to advance 
progress in the fields of non-proliferation and disarmament on a regional and 
global basis.
chemical, and biological weapons and of systems capable of delivering them, as 
well as excessive build-up of conventional arms, undermine international 
security and increase the risk of armed conflict throughout the world. To 
meet this challenge, we have renewed our commitment to the earliest possible 
achievement of advances in the international forums dealing with specific 
proliferation issues.

The Gulf crisis demonstrated that the proliferation of nuclear,
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Some of the main and most important possessors of chemical and nuclear 
weapons are urging the immediate and rapid conclusion of the convention on 
chemical weapons. Yet it is surprising that they are not as passionate in 
clamouring for the rapid elimination of nuclear armaments and new armaments 
technologies which constitute the most serious threat for mankind. My 
Government considers that all our efforts must be channelled towards effective 
treaties to reduce and eliminate nuclear weapons. 
any agreement eliminating any category of weapons will contribute to 
international peace and security, it believes that the early conclusion of a 
convention on chemical weapons, even though it might be a partial achievement 
within the context of the more complex problem of general and complete 
disarmament, is a step forward in the elimination of one of the categories of 
weapons threatening mankind. It is for that reason that the outcome of our 
work is a matter for constant attention in the bodies created to this end by 
our national authorities, which, drawing on the objectives we must reach, have 
taken a number of initiatives such as the dismantling of Cuban facilities that 
consume chemicals which will fall under the convention and a complete study of 
the levels of consumption and import of these chemicals.

• < r

In that context, aware that

Before expressing specific views on the "rolling text", I should like to 
make some general comments. We should not forget that for many years there 
were obstacles which delayed our negotiations for the conclusion of the 
convention, among them the insistence on the right to retaliation and on the 
retention of 2 per cent of chemical arsenals. We feel satisfied that these 
obstacles have now disappeared, and we would be even more satisfied if this 
had been the result of the multilateral negotiations in the Conference on 
Disarmament and not the outcome of bilateral agreements which we must now 
welcome and acknowledge, since this undoubtedly constitutes a step forward 
towards the conclusion of the convention. Even though we deem it important to 
take advantage of this situation to achieve the early conclusion of the 
convention, to the benefit of the security of all our peoples, we cannot 
accept demands that we should sacrifice the time available to us for other 
negotiations in the field of disarmament.

(continued)
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For Cuba, a country which does not possess chemical weapons, the 
conclusion of a non-discriminatory convention which prohibits the development, 
stockpiling, acquisition, transfer and use of these weapons and makes the 
necessary provision for the destruction of existing stockpiles, production 
facilities and launching systems, is not only of crucial importance but is an

This should be aessential guarantee in its perception of security, 
convention embracing all States which possess chemical weapons.
States must have equal duties and rights, whether or not they possess 
weapons, even though, as a simple reflection of reality, those that possess 
them will bear certain additional obligations.

In it all
chemical

are not negotiating a treaty for
, but rather a 

should not
We have always held the view that we 

horizontal non-proliferation in the field of chemical weapons 
comprehensive CV disarmament treaty, and hence the text we agree 
contain any article cabling any State party, after the end of the scheduled 
destruction period, to have this type of weapon in its arsenals or maintain 
its capacityPto produce them. The convention should encompass all currently 
existing chemical weapons, including binary and m^lt^co™Pone"t 
regardless of their structure and composition, and should extend to a 
facilities for producing and stockpiling such weapons. The future convention 
houidnot contain any provisions that could limit or restrict international 
trade in chemicals for purposes not prohibited by Jha eonvention, on the 
contrary, it should provide certain guarantees that it 1 »

rh-r^To^Mother ^tr!1=fîthisUCon!:renLm^=ehave sponsore^he proposed 

convention enters into force for them.
The economic and technological development ^States Parties^hould not

adversely affected under any circums che eventuality that chemical
convention should have access to assi threat of the use of such

We^lso^elievetthat°the"convention°should be adopted unreservedly, 
We also belie strengthening its provisions and its

be

weapons are
weapons. . .as this would effectively contribute to
moral authority.

essential problem of verification, ^ic^continn., the
b^devised ^’hÆ" S -ce£ 

context within which the system agre^^ tQ 6trike an appropriate
deliberations in the matter. .«liable and effective system and what
balabrvieabree:it^t1Screeaan a financial burden which is unnecessary, costly 

be viable mivers*l adherence to the convention.

As for the

can
and may even discourage
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The different types of inspection to be devised will have to be 
complementary in nature; they will have to be as minimal and as non-intrusive 
as possible without affecting the legitimate interests of States in the field 
of industry. Routine inspections will have to keep to the nature of the 
purpose for which they were conceived and, in our view, do not require 
elements that might be called for by challenge inspections.

We have carefully studied all proposals submitted so far to tackle the
The team of inspectors participating inproblems connected with article IX. 

the verification system will have to be as broadly representative of the 
States parties as possible and on each occasion be approved by the States 
affected. In no case should challenge inspections be used in an 
indiscriminate manner by any State and they should be kept free of all 
political or other considerations. This is why we attach importance to the 
concern raised in respect of the existing possibility of abusing this type of 
procedure, and we believe that in one way or another this concern can and must 
find room in the text we agree. t

In respect of the composition, functions and role to be played by the 
executive council, we believe that this organ will have to guarantee proper 
geographical representation. Its size should be representative of the 
membership of the convention, it should not have permanent members and all 
States that wish to be part of it should be elected by the Conference whilst 
respecting the principle of re-election of all members of the council. All 
countries should have a vote and their financial contribution could be 
apportioned on the basis of the scale of assessments established by the 
United Nations for its regular budget. We believe that the technical 
secretariat should be representative of the various countries that will or 
might be parties to the convention and all its posts will be open to citizens 
of any State party. As for the financing of the future organization, we 
believe that this is a very important aspect. It is our impression that 
delegations have a clearer idea of what the system of financing should not be 
than what it should be. Our delegation has identified some principles that 
could provide the basis for future consideration of this matter which we will 
be setting out in the course of these negotiations. The financing of the 
costs incurred as a result of routine and challenge inspections could require 
additional provisions, and hence the alternative solutions require further 
study and consideration.

We believe that in the last few months we have achieved substantial 
progress in negotiations on the current "rolling text" of the future 
convention on chemical weapons. We must recall that this negotiating process 
has been and is the result of negotiations among the members of the Conference 
on Disarmament and that most countries - which we hope will sign the 
convention so that it enjoys universal participation - are not aware of this 
text. Hence we supported the letter sent by the Chairman of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Chemical Weapons and the President of the Conference on 
Disarmament to the Member States of the United Nations, drawing their

L



i s d^“%^r:r iMM J £:FHFimminence of the ear conclusion o the convention and our interest m 
gaining maximum part ipation. We uggest that the secretariat of the 
Conference on Disarmament should immediately initiate a wide-ranging proc 
of information and clarification for the benefit of peinent ^esentatives 
of Governments which are non-members of the Conference on °n the
"rolling text" of the convention so as to enable them to sign e 
immediately once it is concluded.

most heartfelt desirethat the°impetus current^joyef brthe'negotiaïions'on chemical weapons,

Mhs ür w-s.^ sr i-r .“r
the other items on the agenda of the Conference.

i
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generally prevailed in the negotiations. Already, both the United States a 
the Soviet Union had last year reached an agreement to stop the productio 
chemical weapons. My delegation welcomes the timely initiative of the 
United States in resolving the two key issues that had created obstacles

with satisfaction their unconditional

that this willingness to ^ t|
resolving other thorny issues in the "rolling text .

(continued)
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The endeavour to complete our work should, however, not blind us to 
present-day realities. The final phase of our work will require careful and 
coordinated efforts by all delegations to ensure its consolidation through 
agreement on the few outstanding issues. We oust demonstrate the vision and 
tenacity that the opportunity requires and identify practical, forward-looking 
ways towards an early conclusion of a comprehensive and effectively verifiable 
convention on the complete prohibition of the development, production, 
stockpiling and use of chemical weapons, and their destruction.

Despite apparent repetition, we find it essential to emphasize that 
Nigeria does not possess chemical weapons, nor does it intend to acquire 
them. Notwithstanding that our chemical industry is still in its infancy, my 
Government earlier last month held a national seminar on the future of 
chemical weapons. The importance that my country attaches to the convention 
is motivated by our desire to achieve an agreement consistent with global 
security concerns, but at the same time guarantees that the development of our 
chemical industry will not be unduly impeded. In short, the convention must, 
be economically neutral.

Our principal concern still remains that the proposed ban and 
restrictions would seriously affect a wide range of industries in the chemical 
field, because of their heavy dependence on the importation of raw materials, 
including chemical agents. Indeed, it could result in supplies being 
hampered, protracted delays and escalation in their prices. Related equipment 
could be similarly affected. These are very real concerns, and I believe that 
we are not negotiating a convention that would paralyse the chemical industry 
of States parties, especially from the developing countries. Such a 
perception would have dire consequences for universality. Hence we believe 
that all existing export control measures in the chemical industry must be 
abolished when the convention enters into force. Obviously, steps must be 
taken to allay such fears.

We welcome the agreement reached during the inter-sessional meeting of 
the Ad Hoc Committee to include the articles on assistance and protection, and 
on economic and technological development, as well as a new article on 
sanctions, in the "rolling text", 
of the convention.
from our belief that the convention should help to foster friendly relations 
among its adherence through cooperation in chemical industry, 
provide a framework, in addition to other international mechanisms, to develop 
close ties through the demonstration of solidarity among States parties in 
times of crisis.
potentialities and their provisions must be positively elaborated so that the 
potentialities can be fully realized.

This augurs well for the early conclusion 
The importance that we attach to these articles arises

It should also

Articles X and XI, and that on sanctions, have these
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Specifically on the issue ^sanctions, ^^“""^'c^tion.
advocated the provision °[*he ceJjrd 0£ imposition of sanctions is mixed
r;;: tlt^clusion in the -ventio^could^n^ce =al adhetence.^

For a developing country 1 . 8 t_free through a commitment to sanctions
of chemical weapons would not be cost tree, cnroug n.rties
by the States parties, would deter aggression by non-States parties.

credible sanctions policy as a reprisal against 
doubt fall on the executive council acting

outlined by
The burden of creating a

under Appropriât ^supervision of the Security Council as

ESSE 5 -5Messrs
of States parties.

My '

It would be exceedingly myopic to believe or think that the benefits of
In S£ïï must be

ZZ lo ^rl tLI Ihl convention is as attractive as possible rn order to 

attain the widest possible adherence.

verification, both routine and challenge, 
continue to address it very 

We regard routine inspection as a
the technical secretariat to

Another unresolved key issue is 
which remains very difficult, 
constructively, and with perseverance. 
purely technical exercise which should be lef o
conduct. Only this approach can guarantee a fair, equi able and di£ferent. 
non-discriminatory system. Challenge gî’u If glided to

together with the special interest it rs bound to senera^e^ore8very sensitive

mage -e state part, the challenged
State, will be at stake. Thus it can only be expected that «ter ^
organization completed its inspection o Qn the state party's

ii tie "ssijîyiriîJi'.î itscollective exercise, from the beginning to tha«nd, especially^ ^ ^ 

POUtiCI^nVIÎ-ofWtn"IIIvIIlIstoIStriol« of the observer will continue to

We must

course
receive careful consideration.

repeatedly demonstrated the fact that we cannot_really
We all know that good intention is one thirg 

another irrespective of whether the
by the technical secretariat or

History has
enforce or legislate morality, 
and honest implementation is quite

of facilities for inspection is doneselection 
States parties.
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Mr. TOTH (Hungary):
Other events of this year so far had a complex impact on our 

proceedings. Perhaps the most significant influence can be attributed to the 
Gulf conflict, to the lingering threat of the use of chemical weapons in the 
war. Expectations concerning the outcome of the conflict and the possible 
terms of its settlement had a discernible effect on the negotiations on the 
total prohibition of chemical weapons and the destruction of their stockpiles, 
leading to meaningful work on pending issues of the future chemical weapons 
convention.

No less importance can be attached to the arms control and disarmament 
initiatives that were launched following the ending of the Gulf crisis. The 
chemical weapons initiative of the United States President, the new arms 
control and disarmament plan put forward by the President of France are major 
developments. Important steps were also made towards achieving the 
universality of the NPT, including the announcement of the decision in 
principle of two nuclear-weapon States, France and China, to sign the 
non-proliferation Treaty.

The re-evaluation by the United States of security policy related to 
chemical weapons has had an immense effect on the CW negotiations. We 
certainly add our voice to the numerous appraisals expressed in this hall 
regarding the decision announced by President Bush a couple of months ago to 
move away from a position previously held concerning the conditional 
destruction of chemical weapon stockpiles and the right of retaliatory use of 
chemical weapons. That initiative marked a genuine intent to conclude a

(continued)
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chemical weapons convention as early as possible, and led to the creation of 
the favourable atmosphere in which the negotiations are now progressing. The 
Hungarian delegation cannot but welcome the plans to intensify the work of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, allocating as much time as possible for 
substantive work in order to meet the objective adopted in the new mandate of 
the Committee. We appreciate the efforts made by the Chairman of the 
Ad Hoc Committee, Ambassador Batsanov, seeking to find additional time for 
negotiations without the intention of interfering with other no less important 
events of multilateral disarmament. We do believe that some kind of activity, 
apart from a full session of the Committee, is possible even during periods 
coinciding with the work of other disarmament forums. In this regard, 
consideration might also be given to making good use of the presence at the 
United Nations General Assembly of high-level political decision makers.
Their gathering in New York could be exploited for giving additional political 
support or impetus to the CW negotiations.

The report of the Conference on Disarmament to be submitted to the 
United Nations General Assembly later this fall will reflect the results 
achieved so far in the CW negotiations. The achievements will duly represent 
the current state of affairs in the negotiations and will - in a way - also 
indicate the fields requiring further work for concluding the CW convention. 
One such field is of course verification which, by nature, is one of the 
crucial elements of any arms control or disarmament agreement. During this 
year’s session important new approaches have been injected into the work on 
the verification regime to be applied to activities not prohibited under the 
convention. We attach equal importance to the fact that after a period of 
stalling, substantive discussion in the framework of the Ad Hoc Committee was 
resumed on the other element of the future verification system, namely, 
challenge inspection. The latter was substantiated not least by new ideas 
presented by a number of delegations giving ample material to work on with the 
aim of resolving the issue. The intensification of work on the verification 
system to be created under article VI of the draft convention was a result of 
the common recognition that existing provisions on the verification of 
activities not prohibited under the convention are far from satisfactory. We 
welcome the new approaches aiming to integrate the major and most relevant 
part of the international chemical industry in a more comprehensive system of 
verification, 
existing loopholes.
ready to provide access to all of its facilities for the main purposes of 
verification.

They all appear to seek some sort of solution to eliminate 
It is also encouraging that the chemical industry is

When we attempt to patch up the holes of the safety net identified with 
the verification svstem we should not overlook the imperfections that exist 

I would like to refer to the schedules of chemicals that are to
It is obvious that the

elsewhere.
play a fundamental part in conducting inspections, 
contents of the schedules will determine to a large extent the scope of any

Now, for example, as we look atinspection to be carried out in the future, 
schedule 1, listing chemicals known to be chemical weapons, we may have to



. „ th„ chat certain chemicals publicly described as possible «gents for
‘arLrÏ art mUHng from our list. Also, there is good reason to presume that 
a States and other States known to have displayed

warfare might be in the possession of
Thus, the danger of

declared chemical-weapon 
"interest" towards this means of 
CW formulas that have not been made 
circumvention is inherent, 
deal with the latter phenomenon.

maintain our clearsightedness.

so far.
is hard to imagine any method to 

of certain facts ofOf course,
Yet we must be aware

life if we are to
to makeWhile there is an unquestionable need to have an adequate regime 

that c^icai industries of future States parties a- really engaged only 
prohibited under the convention, we should be realis 

, final Obiectives It should have become obvious by now that a truly 
1 SS» regime of the chemical weapons convention would «tail

inancial and other burdens that most futur. parti« 
bear. However, a trade-off between posslbrllties snd the^safegua^J can be

of the future convention.

sure
in activities not

of verification isIt has often been said that one of the main purposes vdnlatorSs
to detect non-compliance and through this, to deter p°®n ‘ feasibie 
the same time, realizing the limitations of any workable ^Jeasib 
verification system for the chemical weapons convention,«« “jJ*^*/* 

well to enhance the deterrence against possible viola.0.» 
well enna ^ best chance t0 reveal a violation arising

This form of violation was also

At

It
other ways as
is obvious that verification has

b, President Bush as a grave
„f international law SïïJSÜ ^ld

have^the resolve to take appropriate and determined action^against^any^State
that initiates th« “*,f “ "lhe°"‘ms of‘tha cease-fire putiing an end

a "e lected in United Nations Security Council 
“ the “«TÜÏÏlîîhS stringent ruies

It could

breach

resolution
and have provided an important precedent. a,-nr

fom of dissuasion to an, future aggressor or v-olat^.^

take another look at
become ar.srs!uisri-z.i”£Sa;s;.w--i

introduced into the draft
"measures to redress aprovisions on 

including sanctions" that have recently been
convention.

be avoided when discussing the
surely is the relation of the 

We regard the CWC as
There is one more issue that cannot 

prohibition of use of chemical weapons, and that
chemical weapons convention to the 1925 Geneva Protocol. assu.Ted
replacing totally, for States parties, the obligations and r.gh.
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under the Geneva Protocol. In accepting the spirit and the substance of the 
CWC, there remains no sound reason to maintain reservations attached by 
certain States to the Protocol. We certainly endorse the call to withdraw all 
reservations to the Geneva Protocol upon signature of the CW convention, at 
the latest. We welcome the decision by a number of States parties to the 
Geneva Protocol to withdraw their reservations.

Hungary has, on earlier occasions, stated that States parties to the 
CW convention, while assuming significant obligations, cannot be entitled to 
merely the same rights that non-States parties without obligations might 
enjoy. In this regard, the CW convention really needs to be positively 
discriminatory vis-à-vis States parties. Discrimination that might arise from 
the future CWC is to be exercised towards States failing to join the 
convention. If universal adherence to the future convention is a desired 
objective, this certainly must be kept in mind. We are, of course, aware of 
the existence of certain arrangements aiming to curb the actual threat of 
CW proliferation. Such arrangements have indeed contributed to 
non-proliferation efforts. However, with the achievement of the total and 
comprehensive ban of chemical weapons through the CW convention, these

- being a product of a totally different situation - need to be 
re-examined and should be harmonized with the purposes of the convention.

The recent progress in the negotiations on the chemical weapons 
convention, and the expected completion of these negotiations by 1992, will 
also affect the third review conference of the biological weapons Convention. 
May I just recall the often heard expectation that a well-founded CWC might 
pave the way for the more effective functioning of the biological weapons 
Convention? This is not the first occasion during the 1991 session of the 
Conference on Disarmament when the topic of biological weapons appears in a 
statement. ' In the framework of our informal consultations on the future of 
the CD, several delegations raised the possibility of conducting meaningful 
negotiations to establish a verification mechanism in this field, 
control and disarmament plan introduced by the distinguished Ambassador of 
France on 3 June also contained a concrete proposal on the verification of the 
1972 biological weapons Convention.

measures

The arms

In our view, the question of an ensured prohibition of biological weapons
The recent findings of the United Nationsis gathering increasing importance. 

inspection teams in Iraq have caused a frightening alarm that the grave danger 
of biological warfare has not yet disappeared. It is our firm belief that the 
BWC is of crucial significance, making an undeniable and relevant contribution

The system of confidence-building measures adoptedto international security, 
at the 1987 follow-up technical meeting also played a useful role in 
strengthening the Convention. 
us to sit back comfortably and enjoy a false feeling of satisfaction.

These positive facts, however, should not tempt
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It might also be advisable to assess the present approach to the 
confidence-building measures and reaffirm the political commitment undertaken 
for participating in these measures. Another important responsibility of the 
review conference lies in strengthening the character of the convention as an 
instrument of non-proliferation, without of course changing the basic 
principles regarding commercial relations and scientific cooperation.

In the light of the fresh evidence that one of the signatries to the BWC 
conducted a biological warfare programme, the question of verification cannot 
be considered any more as only a theoretical one. On the contrary, this 
problem seems to be more topical than ever before. One of the most important 
and probably most difficult tasks ahead of the third review conference is to 
lay the groundwork for the further consideration of the establishment of a 
future verification system of the BWC.

Naturally, a relatively short conference cannot cover the whole problem
One possible solution is toof verification in its entirety and complexity, 

concentrate our efforts on questions of principle and leave the practical
It is evident that any kind of follow-updetails to a new follow-up process. 

will have to face a laborious task, where a great deal of detailed technical
In the light of this, we think that such a

The primarywork is to be accomplished.
process should not necessarily be tied to a rigid time frame, 
nature of such a follow-up will probably have to be an exploratory one. 
must not forget that verification of the BWC constitutes a very specific task, 
and it may easily turn out to be even more difficult than that of the CWC. As 
an introductory measure to further negotiations, possible approaches ha’, e to 
be defined and examined from the points of view of practicability, 
effectiveness and costs.

We

(continued)
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conflict and its aftermath have consequences that go far beyond
The activities carried out and theThe Gulf

ongoing multilateral disarmament efforts.
findings made by the United Nations Special Commission established to 
implement the relevant paragraphs of Security Council resolution 687 have a 
clear message to convey to the international community as a whole.^ 
Clandestine and overt attempts at proliferation, excessive conventional arms 
build-up having nothing to do with the needs of legitimate self-defense, have 
displayed vividly their extremely destabilizing effects for Internationa 
security. There appear to be discrepancies between the existing, but by no 
means comprehensive multilateral disarmament machinery, including its legal 
instruments on the one hand and the revealed facts of reality on the other. 
Unfortunately, the problems have surfaced in areas where there was an apparen 
feeling of security. Uncertainties have arisen regarding the effectiveness o 
multilateral arms control and disarmament regimes established m the field of 
weapons of mass destruction. This realization might call for reflection on 
the effectiveness of some of the relevant aspects of existing security and 

treaties and other corresponding arrangements.disarmament
There is currently an important and welcome political driving force to 

finalize the convention on the total prohibition of chemical weapons and t e 
destruction of their stockpiles. Such an influence is indispensable for the
lessons^of ref^d’to, namely that some

on the basis of what could then be politically achieved, yete^aken 
to have defied some of the objectives. This, m our view, needs to be take, 
into account while working on new agreements in order to avoid future 
"disappointments" in matters related to international security.

we must not forget the
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trial challenge inspectionsBefore introducing the reports on two conducted in Germany earlier this year, would like to start: with so

observations on this issue in general. n e pas , CD pointing toCW convention has been criticized repeatedly from outside the CD, pointing

(continued)



distance from reality in our negotiations at the detached conference
Although critics might not be wrong in some respects, it is not true 

as to verification exercises. Up to now, we have a record of approximately 
50 trial routine and trial challenge inspections, carried out by various CD 
members and observer countries in the past few years.

1 growing 
us in con

our
table.

This gives evidence of 
operational experience 
CW convention.

and a wealtha solid, 
available , our work on, at

Some countries, including my own, have also reported on bilateral trial 
challenge inspections, which not only added further elements of realism to a 
learning process in very practical terms, but at the same time served in 
building confidence between the countries involved. In this context, my 
delegation wishes to express its particular appreciation of the interesting

tabled recently by the Republic of Poland and the Soviet Union injoint report 
document CD/1093.

Within the framework of a series of German trial challenge inspections,
conducted for the first time at a large chemical

Another trial challenge inspection was
German air force

such an inspection was 
complex at the end of February 1991.
conducted with participants from five other CD countries at a 
base in May 1991. I have pleasure in introducing today the reports on these 
two trial challenge .inspections, which are tabled as documents CD/1101 and 
CD/1102 (working papers CD/CW/WP.360 and CD/CW/WP.361 ).

In order to gain, for the first time, experience.in the inspection of a 
large production site typical of the German chemical industry, a plant site 
located in Frankfurt-Hoechst was selected, comprising approximatey 80C 
buildings and 100 individual production facilities, covering an area of over 
U square kilometres. Document CD/1101 describes in detail the scenario, the 
conduct of the inspection and the lessons learned. Above all, this trial 
inspection showed that a suspected violation of article I of the convention 

be investigated successfully even in the case of a very large chemical 
plant site. Nevertheless, the suspicion needs to be sufficiently concrete and 
specified in the request. In this case, the suspected production of the 
schedule 1 precursor chemical DF was investgated. Another important lesson 
learned refers to the requirement of inspectors to be specially trained to 
perform such a difficult inspection task in the chemical industry. Expertise 
not only in chemical processes, including processes possibly used in CW 
production, but also in chemical engineering and plant construction, was found 
to be absolutely crucial. This similarly applies to the members of the escort 
team of the national authority.

can

As regards the size of the inspection team, 11 inspectors split up into 
four sub teams were able to inspect less than a third of the facilities within 
the two days of trial inspection. To facilitate their task, a number of 
inspection assistants were found to be needed. These assistants should be 
assigned to each subteam to carry out, for example, sample-taking and 
analytical screening.

.
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Basically, the trial inspection caused no problems regarding commercia 
confidentiality. However, it was felt that this aspect could not be enacted 
in a sufficiently realistic manner, given the artificial absence of rea

have been collected here is of extraordinary commercial value to the owne 
and! therefore, requires special protection. With regard to observer, 
there was no indication that his role would differ from that at mill y 
facilities. In both cases he should be kept informed on how the inspection 
was proceeding by the chief inspector only, while it should be at the 
discretion of the challenged State to determine the extent of access gra 

The observer's rights need to be clearly delimited further.to him.
Finally, sampling and analysis proved to be particularly difficult

scre-ning »«hods,^ ^ time.c0„SUIning i„-depth analyses of ^P^s on the
site would be minimized. The use of analytical ^"nmants considerable
laboratory at the site proved to be problematic, since they took considerable

the needs of the inspection.

was

Thus, more

time to be adapted to

Some of the experiences 
trial challenge inspection with 
in detail in document CD/1102, 
air base

confirmed during the firstI have mentioned weremultinational participation and are described 
The inspection at the Bad Kreuznach military 

• «. • -r â.wn dictant areas, proceeded from the suspicion of
chemical 'weapons b",Le stored and ^r^ll^6

weapons. One ^——‘inspection team
experience with — _ .
dispatched by the f/ture technical.secretari,^ ^ Germany, worked
Argentina, Egypt, Iran, Pakis , rourse of the inspection was
extremely well together. members participating in a
interrupted to discuss questio - discussions turned out to be
CW-related inspection for the first ti ^ ^ ^ -ngpectors appointed by
the*technica^secretariathto^be thoroughly prepared and well trained again
became clear.
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Since securingThe inspection excluded the aspect of securing the site. _
site of this size in a meaningful manner poses major problems, it had been

scenario of this first trial challenge inspectiona
decided not to overload the
of such a site.

n 
cl



Finally, returning to the point of the criticism of the work done in the 
CD, namely to be lacking the necessary sense of reality, let me add one 
practical proposal that builds on practical experience: in order to narrow 
down, in the future, the unavo dab le gap between inspec ion exercises and re 
inspections, CW dummies could e hidden at the
for the site management not to disclose their existence and to attempt to 
evacuate them in spite of the site being secured.

site, with the

All in all, apart from many other lessons learned, it can be concluded 
from this first multinational trial challenge inspection that the challenge 
inspection regime envisaged can fully meet the requirements as an important 
verification instrument of the CW convention. It can be handled in such a way 
as to ensure the necessary degree of openness, while taking into account the 
national security interests of the inspected State.
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convention now seem to be 
They have continued to advance

The negotiations on the chemical weapons 
entering into their final and decisive phase.
under the skilful leadership of Ambassador Batsanov, the chairmen of the 
working groups and the friends of the Chair. 
flexibility and determination is shown by all participants, there is every

efforts will be crowned with success in the course 
The convention would be a historical achievement and make

Provided that the necessary

reason to expect that our 
of the coming year, 
the world a better place both for ourselves and for generations to come.

(continued)

-
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The observer in this trial inspection, whose role was assumed by the 
United Kingdom, was accorded a high degree of openness, although, like the 
observer in previous German trial challenge inspections, he was constantly 

In some cases, at the request of the representative of theescorted.
inspection site, he was kept at a safe distance from the inspected sensitive 
object.
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Article I constitutes the backbone of the draft convention. One of the 
major hurdles for the convention has recently been eliminated, through the 
inclusion of a provision on the total prohibition of use of chemical weapons 
in the scope of the convention. This was absolutely necessary and has 
considerably increased the prosects of progress on other remaining issues. A 
few remaining problems pertaining to articles I and II have not been actively 
discussed for several years. They must now be addressed and resolved. One of 
them is the question of prohibiting military preparations for use of chemical 
weapons. It was introduced in the negotiations long ago under circumstances 
that differ considerably from the present state of affairs. Today we have an 
unconditional prohibition of use in article I, and the need for a specific 
prohibition of military preparations does not, therefore, appear to be of the 
same importance as before. Thus, my delegation considers that paragraph 4 in 
article I is no longer needed.

The question of herbicides is another unresolved issue related to 
article I. It is the long-standing position of my delegation that the future 
convention should encompass a prohibition to use herbicides as a method of 
warfare. When the matter was discussed previously concerns were expressed 
that prohibiting the military use of herbicides could be interpreted as also 
prohibiting a State party from using herbicides, for example, to clear its own 
air bases, an activity which may be instrumental in supporting its war

However, the formulation "as a method of warfare" makes it clear
My delegation favours the

efforts.
that such interpretations would not be possible.
inclusion in article I of a prohibition against the use of herbicides as a 
method of warfare, as contained in footnote 1 to the article, 
tragic experiences in this field the chemical weapons convention could net 
simply ignore this problem. It is obvious that such an extension of the scope 
could not be coupled with verification mechanisms of the kind envisaged for 
chemical warfare agents. In the view of my delegation the only feasible 
verification would be the investigation of alleged use.

In view of

The difficult problem of "old chemical weapons", abandoned as stockpiles 
on the territories of other countries or found as remnants on the battlefield,

There are several problems connected with thiswill also have to be resolved, 
issue, the most difficult being the question of responsibility for such 

There must also probably be some time limit for weapons to be
It seems to me that the problem of old chemical 

weapons will primarily have to be resolved bilaterally between the countries 
concerned, and that the multilateral convention should only refer to it in 
general terms.

weapons. 
included in this category.

the past two years in finalizing
With theA major breakthrough has been made over 

the order of destruction in articles IV and V and their annexes, 
withdrawal of. the "2% proposal" we now have an agreed text with agreed 
time-frames for the destruction of chemical weapons and an unambiguous 
obligation to destroy chemical weapons production facilities.
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This year new ideas have been introduced concerning the verification of 
the chemical industry. I note with great satisfaction the converging 
positions on the inclusion of "capable facilities" under article VI and 
appreciate that delegations do not reject the exploration of new ideas.

My delegation welcomes the fact that a substantial part of the chemical 
industry seems to be prepared to provide free access for international 
inspectors.
"capability". If a somewhat narrower concept is considered desirable however, 
my delegation believes that the exemption of certain kinds of production is 
the least complicated way to go.

A verification regime building upon an extended scope of declarations and 
nominations by States parties would constitute an important
confidence-building measure, which would provide a possibility to demonstrate 
compliance with the convention. In the view of my delegation, declarations 
should be linked to production, present or planned.

Such an approach would considerably facilitate the definition of

The inspection site should in our view correspond to an entire plant 
From this follows that an inspection could include a variety of

The aim of an inspection
site.
procedures depending on the nature of the site, 
should be to verify the declaration. A relatively simple inspection procedure . 
should be the basis, with the. possibility of increasing the intrusiveness, if 
the inspectors deem it necessary. The number of inspections possible within a 
given budget would then be significantly higher compared with the system 
currently outlined in the "rolling text".

The selection of facilities for inspection under article VI must be 
performed in such a way that the security concerns of States parties are taken 
into account. We do not, however, understand the reasoning behind a 
pre-deterained concentration on inspections of schedule 2 facilities. In 
fact, my delegation does not believe that a risk assessment can be based on 
simple technical criteria.
based on such criteria would not be sufficient for singling out the most

A State party should take its own decision as to which
This must be the basis. It is

Thus, a selection by the technical secretariat

relevant facilities.
facility it considers should be inspected, 
conceivable, however, that inspections proposed by States parties could be 
complemented by inspections initiated by the technical secretariat according 
to agreed guidelines.

There has been much discussion about anonymous nominations. The 
preference for such nominations for inspections builds upon two different 
presumptions: first, that anonymity would avoid creating bilateral politica.
problems and, second, that it would not be correct to single out one State 
party among several having made the same nomination, 
plant sites could be included in the annual report of the technical 
secretariat with an indication of the number of nominations for each of them.

The list of nominated

.
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While very little work remains on article VII, much more should be done 
to start preparations for its implementation as the convention now approaches 
its completion. Regional efforts to publicize the forthcoming convention and 
its implications for the States parties on the national level play a very 
constructive role in this context. I should therefore like to take this 
opportunity to express the appreciation of my Government of the initiative 
that led to the regional workshop recently held in Mexico City under the 
auspices of the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs for the 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

The "rolling text" with regard to article VIII has been cleaned up 
considerably.
functions and decision-making of the executive council, 
right balance between representativity and efficiency of the executive

It goes without saying that all States parties must be eligible for 
the executive council. This is not enough, however. 
the council and the length of their term of office should also guarantee all 
States parties the possibility of serving on the council at reasonable 
intervals.
universal adherence that we are all striving for. 
ensure that the efficiency of the council is not hampered. 
delegation suggests that 25-30 States parties be elected by the conference of 
the States parties for a two-year term, 
provision be made for the possibility of enlarging the council at a later 
stage, if and when it is deemed appropriate.

The basis for the allocation of seats should be the need to ensure 
balanced geographical representation. However, other interests must also be 
reflected when composing the structure of the executive council. Political 
factors and the size of national chemical industries are also relevant, 
interests should, at least to some extent, be taken into account within each 
regional group as it considers its internal allocation of seats.

The core issues that remain to be solved are the composition,
How can we strike the

council?
The number of members of

This would undoubtedly be one important factor contributing to the
At the same time we must

Therefore, my

Furthermore, we suggest that

These

It is necessary to apply a nuanced approach to the problem of
This article should cover a whole spectrum,inspections under article IX. 

from consultations and requests for clarification on matters of compliance 
with the convention to requests for on-site inspections, which may be either

That is why my delegation has 
It is evident from the

undramatic or more or less confrontational. 
proposed using the term "inspections on request". 
discussion that a deliberate choice to make on-site inspections under 
article IX confrontational - as the term "challenge" implies - also inevitably
puts more emphasis on the question of abuse.

It has been argued that if a violation cannot be proven the request
This is, of course, ashould be considered an abuse of the convention, 

grossly oversimplified view, but it may serve to deter any State party from 
requesting on—site inspections under this article unless it is practically 
100 per cent sure that a suspected violation can be proven. Such an outcome



that aon i i o th utmost im 
ied it b th technical
Time is of the essence. A phased approach

In the opinion of my deleg 
request for an inspection be co
automatically and without delay. . - . , „might be a way to take care, at least to a degree, of both the demand for
automaticity and the concern regarding possible abuse. A/1JD®'conS^f. tv f
process, hampering the start of the inspection, could erode the^^11 closely 
the convention. Besides, it is likely that the executive council will close,.
follow the entire process of an inspection on request and thus play a 
significant role in deterring abuse of the convention.

Most countries have military installations which are of the highest 
importance to their national security. Sweden therefore favours a Procedure 
which makes it possible for a State party to protect its national security 
without giving it the right of denying access to the facility m question.

offers an acceptable way of dealing with these problems. I
approach contained in 

It may be
Managed access
the view of my delegation, the more restricted access 
CD/CW/WP.352 gives too much freedom to the inspected State party.

strict verification regime seems vindicated ,:•added that the need for a 
recent events.
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would jeopardize the whole effort to achieve an effective verification 
regime. Its purpose must be to deter violations of the convention rather than
requests for inspections.

The terminology is of course less important than the substance of the 
matter under negotiation. The Swedish delegation will therefore not insist on 

"inspections on request", if this would hamper furtner progress onthe term 
this article.

Sweden welcomes the fact that the presentation of CD/CW/WP.352 nas now 
again brought article IX to the negotiating table. We particular.y welcome 
the amendments proposed by the delegation of France. Together with previous 

, including CD/CW/WP.316, these contributions form a good oasis tor 
The conclusion of that work is, in the view o, mydocuments

the work on article IX. 
delegation, the most urgent task of the Ad Hoc Committee.

of disarmament during the last few years has beenThe trend in the field
to work towards greater transparency and openness as well as greater 
instrusiveness in terms of verification regimes and clarification of doubts

well as of the need to create an effective "safety net m the venficatio 
regime, that my delegation has approached article IX of the draft conven 10 .

It is important to keep in mind that the work on a verification regime 
containing, among other important parts, inspections on request does not nave 
a bearing on the chemical weapons convention only. It will also ,orm .he 
framework for the elaboration of verification regimes in other .uture 
multilateral treaties on arms limitation and disarmament.
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It would be wrong to prescribe in advance what the executive council
There is in fact a

the report
should do once the inspection report has been submitted, 
wide range of possibilities depending on the nature of the report: 
may provide compelling evidence of a violation, it may show that there was no 
evidence of a breach of the convention, or it may be inconclusive. The 
executive council should be free to draw its own conclusions and decide on 
measures it deems appropriate. It is not possible to cover in the text of the 
convention every conceivable case, nor is it desirable even to attempt such a
futile exercise.

What is essential, nay necessary, is to have a convention that deters 
potential violators and inspires confidence in the effectiveness of its 
verification and complaints procedures. This also goes for the problem of 
possible abuses of its provisions. Article IX must not become a paper tiger. 
It must have real teeth.

It is of vital importance to ensure the multilateral character of the
been proposed that the requesting State party should have

observe the conduct of the inspection.It hasconvention.
the right to send a representative to 
As I have stated before, my delegation has reservations against such an 
arrangement for two reasons. ‘Firstly, it implies that the interntional team 
of inspectors cannot be trusted and therefore has to be checked by the 
requesting State party. This is not acceptable as a matter of principle and 
would create a very bad precedent for other international treaties. Secondly, 
it is questionable whether such a clause would be politically realistic, 
is hardly conceivable that certain States would allow representatives of 
certain other States to be present at installations which they regard as 
sensitive. However, if some States parties would like to make bilatera^ or 
regional arrangements for the presence of observers at inspections on request 
they should be free to do so. But it should not be obligatory under the 
convention to allow the presence of observers from the requesting State, 
a clause might seriously undermine the convention's chances of obtaining
universal adherence.

It

Such

draftexts ôf arÏÏcles Y^din/append^ T.' ^agreed formulations ia 
article X .ill „aXe

The settlement of this issuecases of the
provision the intended operational character.

forward in the negotiations.
use or

represents an important step
Sweden has argued for the inclusion of the text on 

technological development in appendix I.For several years
article XI regarding economic and _ . .delegation had or has, in the view of my delegation, anything to g y
holding up this important issue.

No

work that has recently taken place is 
the relationship between the future 

Concerns that a future
Another result of the fruitful 

the agreement on the article regarding 
convention and other international agreements.
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convention might affect obligations under the Geneva Protocol are now 
dispersed.
this article, which follows closely the pattern set out in other disarmament 
treaties.

The Swedish delegation is satisfied with the present wording of

Tangible results have been obtained in the negotiations on the 
organization, measures to redress a situation and ensure compliance, including 
sanctions, amendments, settlement of disputes, and jurisdiction and control. 
The constructive attitude taken by delegations augurs well for the 
inter-sessional work in the area of legal and institutional matters.

Over the many years that the work on a chemical weapons convention has 
been going on progress has been slow, not because sufficient time has not been 
allocated but because of the lack of a genuine will in some quarters to engage

It is above all a question of the will to engage in 
This must be our focus. We now stand a better

Let us not miss this

in serious negotiations, 
a process of give and take, 
chance than ever to conclude these negotiations.
opportunity.
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Turning to agenda item 4 on chemical weapons, my delegation would firstly 
like to make some observations on an issue that has attracted considerable 
attention, namely the verification of non-production of chemical weapons in 
the chemical industry, under article VI of the draft convention. We firmly 
believe t* at the regime should be formulated to accommodate the legitimate 
interests’of the chemical industries, especially those in the developing 
countries. It should be conceived in such a way as to safeguard the objective 
comparative advantages of particular industries against possible abuse 
motivated by commercial interests. In this regard it is important to ensure 
that the burden of compliance with the convention will not fall 
disproportionately on the emerging industries in developing countries. _
there is a need to strike an appropriate balance between justified secu . j 
considerations and legitimate economic interests. The formulation of 
provisions governing the implementation of this article should therefore .e 
given priority by the Committee before finalizing the article itse.f. Giver, 
-he fact that the implementation of the convention will affect thousands 
facilities located in both developed and developing countries, the formulati . IriL provisions should also take into account the ^ h £,.iew
rtirsL:Ltratu:r:h^“;!arat;:in"«ie“u"6°pr^ss^-
facilitie^t^be'inspected. It?is'in this «»«« «- £other
delegation stands ready to explore every possible avenue, -oge. 
delegations participating in the negotiation, in order to establish a 
monitoring regime of the convention under article vi.

Hence

Article XI, which deals with economic
intensively discussed during^ ^.£ artiile „ , strong incentive

further by suggesting ■
also been
Like many other delegations, 
for States to join the convention.

this article would give „hich are
We would go even

motivation if it is to promote
not prohibited by thethat

cooperation among States parties 
convention.

The agreement on the inclusion of a Provision
chemical weapons, and the basic underta ing ti facilities, has indeed 
chemical weapons stocks as well as their production

(continued)
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There are still,removed the stumbling-block in the negotiation on article I. 
however, crucial issues which need to be resolved, such as the question on how 

into practical terms this basic undertaking on the destruction of
We see that the

to put
chemical weapons stocks and their production facilities, 
political will which has emerged recently has provided us with an opportunity 
to begin the elaboration of practical measures regarding the destruction of 
chemical weapons stocks and their production facilities. In this connection, 

cooperative approach in order to find a practical solution to this
Some States havea new

question may be initiated among possessors of these weapons, 
given indications of their possession of chemical weapons and their production 
facilities. The information supplied by these States, and any future 
information given by other possessor States, would serve as the basic modality 
for the initiation of the new cooperative approach which I have just mentioned

Being a State party to the 1925 Geneva Protocol without
we are

in this respect.
reservation which has never possessed nor produced chemical weapons 
very keen to see the total elimination of these weapons.

On the question of the composition and decision-making process of the 
executive council, my delegation wishes to recall the points it raised before 
the Committee during the discussions on this matter last year. We continue to 
believe that the representation of States parties to this body should reflect 
a balance in the political reality and geographical equitability of the States 
parties. In this regard, we preliminarily envisage the figure of 35 States as 
members of the executive council with the possibility of expanding the

The example of themembership as the number of States parties increases.
Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency might serve 
point of reference in the establishment of such a body.

as a

CD/PV.603
32

(Mr. Errera. France)

. Nuclear deterrence is the child of both the Second World War and 
East-West confrontation. The fact is that the fear and horror of nuclear war
have made it possible to maintain peace for ^0 years in Europe despite extreme 
tension and a one-sided build-up of gigantic conventional arsenals on our 
continent. ContinuousSuch a situation obviously cannot be changed overnight.



required in the political sphere and the military 
1990, with the end of the division of Germany and of Europe, 

conventional disarmament and the CSCE summit, marked a 
Even though uncertainties may remain

recorded further decisive progress
convention to ban chemical

and parallel efforts are 
The yearsphere.

the agreement on 
historic turning-point, 
events have reminded us - 1991 has
STAR! I task ‘^"«‘considerable, and we must spare

IS in Signt. conflicts and dangers that Europe has
extremely alert to the problems 
in the sphere of chemical and

as current
with the

weaponsother regions of the world the 
experienced. That is why my Government 
non-proliferation in the nuclear sphere, 
biological weapons, and that of ballistic missiles.

„„.h ?%£ SBEEv”.,
Conference (under the symbol CD/ paris on 8 and 9 July last. I
representatives of the five countrie nature of such a meeting andthink that we can all agree on the ’wereleached,
the importance of the discussions an communiqUe I should like to draw the
Without entering into the detai so pipments The Five confirmed thatConference's attention to the following elements. The^Fi • q£ the
they would not transfer c°nven^°"f.^^Jely to jeopardize stability, 
circumstances, such transfers w f,h1ish under the aegis of the
agreed to support continued work to es • transfers, drawn up on aUnited Nations Secretary-General, a register ^r^dtrtransparency 
non-discriminatory a step They aLs0 strongly supported
transfers and in general in mill a y mass-destruction-free zone m thethe objective of establishing a ^apons-o -mass-destruc
Middle East, through the full imp emen a untries in the region of a
resolution 687 and the adoption by all they expressed their
comprehensive programme of arms contr • " ’ bjects, jnter alia with aintention to continue their discussions on ^ese subjec • restraint
view to establishing guidelines to ensure the observance
as regards arms transfers.

They

on arms

of the utmost importance for the
work of the Five in theseMy delegation considers it a matter

Conference on Disarmament to other States or groups^of ^
, work which complements

For its part it will doareas 
States. its best to contribute

I know. the following in my to'express
this forum to =="”«0^ „hen moraUty and politics

, through its intensity, an 
what is generally 

and not just

I should now like to say 
that it is not customary in
feelings, still less emotions. But there a

There are times when, through its force
There are times whenconverge. universal significance. „ mtrv -its fun meaning so ^en^a country^ g

no t, threats, no to intimidation.
event takes on 
called progress takes on

— succeeds in avoiding a 
its will to resist and says noany country 

expresses
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(i imply in order to live freely, and when men through their inspiration and 
t heir courage open the way to the noblest of all victories, the victory of 
freedom, we must be glad and we must say so. We must be glad for those who, 
because they wished it, succeeded in preserving their liberty; we must be glad 
;,L the triumph of the principles, values and ideals which we all espouse, that 
ih to say the democratic principle, respect for the law; and lastly we must be 
v 1 ad too that the process of disarmament will continue, because - let us make 
,,u mistake - if disarmament agreements have been concluded in the recent past - 
ibe agreement on intermediate nuclear forces in 1987, the agreement on 
> iinventional forces in Europe in 1989, the START agreement last month, which I 
have just referred to - if the conclusion of a global convention banning 
chemical weapons is within reach today, this is indeed because, in part at 
I rest, a process of reform and democratization was undertaken in the 

,Soviet Union. There can be no doubt that the interruption of that process, a 
reversal of the trend in the Soviet Union, would have had particularly adverse 
pIfects for disarmament efforts and hence for our Conference. For that reason 
t no we must be glad.
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(Mr. Zahran. Egypt)

draw attention to President Hosni Mubarak's
destruction, withoutI take this opportunity to

initiative in which he proposed that all weapons of mass 
exception, should be removed from the Middle Eastern region, on the 
understanding that this would apply equally to all States of the region 
without distinction or discrimination. This initiative forms part of r-gypt s^ 

achieve the goals and objectives of full and general disarmament 
and to use the savings resulting therefrom to further the development 
endeavours of the developing countries. In this connection, we welcome the 
statement issued at the meeting of experts of the five permanent members of 
the Security Council, held at Paris on 8 and 9 July of this year, m which

the importance of turning the Middle East into a zone free of
of mass destruction.

endeavours to

they referred to 
weapons

the Ambassador of the NetherlandsI also wish to express my gratitude to 
for the kind invitation that he extended to me, at the beginning of my 
assignment to this Conference, to visit The Hague on 23 and 24 
inspect the facilities that his friendly Government is offering to accommoda, 
the organization that we intend to establish within the context of the 
negotiations for the drafting of a treaty prohibiting chemical weapons- 
visit will -undoubtedly be of benefit in our deliberations on this subject.

The

CO



impetus to the chemical weapons negotiations is the result of a

•V t ~ .redrawn; and I would lake ro refrain £rn« ^ I ^ ^ fomer obstacU=BB£E’£,dh haeinternational connunity, n°t merely of a declaratory ™^«;dinary opportunity

*£ srr
^^ijLÎÏÏÎ.’Sr^i- ^ of Us krure

•«—* — -
breaking down.

,. . The new 
tragic event, 
were

well as for someOur debate on article IX is important in itself as 
of its implications of a more 8e"eral nature, ttejharman^ ^ ippreclatioa 
Ad Hoc Committee, to whom I would like JLht in devoting prior attention^ ^^rîs\«Æ0s.^oïïf,^‘rs **• Lfr Maraftermath. The problems yet to be solved on ^^^"^^spection^a^ 
basically turning around the critical questi no g (security and
between the protection of the legitimate int rest:of the 
confidentiality) and the need ^consolidate uhe ^ .fi the specific case
international community through its organ , tgChnicai secretariat and by the of article IX, by the executive council, the technical secreca
inspection team.

organization £ UsuÜment above parties U osaful
Te^pUaLe but it «.».

, costly and complex 
foreseen by article IX

those existing in

convention.
to ensure andpossible distortions of controls to the 
It would not otherwise make sense to set up a new 
international organization if controls of the kind ^
could be implemented through inter-State mechanis , 
the INF, Stockholm and CFE agreements.

the role of the

requirements listed in part III of the protocol on 
annexed to document CD/CW/WP.352, as well as m the 

Upon notification, the requirement 
should contain, inter alia. the concern

inspection procedures as 
relevant section of the 
is in fact spelled out

regarding compliance"rolling text", 
that the request
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Furthemore, another element would seem relevant to the purpose of 
preventing negative consequences for the inspected State arising from requests 
not consistent with the scope of the convention: I am referring to the role 
of the inspection team and to the possibility that, during the conduct of the 
inspection, or even when drafting the inspection plan, a certain leeway ar.d 
flexibility may be recognized in implementing the degree or the extension 
of the intrusiveness of the inspection, whenever it came across manifestly

In such circumstances it could even, in extreme 
the responsibility of suspending or interrupting the

We therefore share the views 
for the 

meet on the

unfounded requests. 
situations, assume
inspection, thereby declaring it null and void.

that the mandat sh uld be flexible
the conditions

of those who consi' 
inspection team to the
site.

with some ofThe material conduct of the inspection can also provide us 
the answers for the central dilemma of this system of verification, consisting 
in the search for the all too famous best balance between protection c. 
confidentiality and the required intrusiveness of the controls. We are or the 
opinion that it may be possible to include more stringent provisions in the 
useful approach reflected by the four Western delegations, as far as 
inspections of undeclared sites are concerned, irrespective of the need to

intrusiveness for the verification system ofensure in any case greater 
declared facilities.

We acknowledge the legitimate concerns of countries that, more than 
find themselves potentially exposed and at a greater risk ot 

disclosing national-security-related information not relevant to the 
convention. Concerns of such a nature, according to recent experience with 
national trial inspections (and as indicated also m the above-mentioned 
document), may be taken into account, in certain specific and sensitive 
circumstances, by giving exceptionally only individual inspectors access to 
certain parts of the inspection site, binding these inspectors with specific 
commitments about non-disclosure of unrelated confidential information. 
Furthermore, with regard to the need to secure the site m advance, in orde* 
to protect it from tampering of any kind, further thought should be JJ1™ t0 
the various possibilities of giving the inspection team discretion in checki g 
incoming and outgoing traffic, by means of randomized controls, especially 
when inspecting large sites, or adopting some criteria in terras of 
quantitative thresholds (such as the tonnage of vehicles), we are of the 
view, in other words, that there is still further negotiating room for 
manoeuvre" in order to reconcile positions and requirements which we belie 

less constraining in reality than in theory.

others, may

will be

CD/PV.604
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with the convention, including a specification of the relevant provision of 
the convention about which concerns have arisen, and the nature and 
circumstances of the suspected non-compliance , failing which one could 
envisage the return of the incomplete request to the challenging State, with 
an invitation to insert any missing elements. It would not be a substantive 
"filter", irreconcilable with the need for tight time-frames, but, rather, a 
procedural one, which the director-general of the technical secretariat would 
be called upon to fulfil through a formal evaluation of the admissibility of
the request.
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delations .re
the observer, or his mereuJrJ*f?evè like others, that the role of the
of the inspection team. We^believe^ ^ to tb, prlmary r„le of the
observers should be view that the observer couldtee*. But, et the s-e ^e '«/"/ ^^"uct of the in.pection, .. he 
represent a useful instruise * t the di8posal of the requesting

organization with the tas 7 its own interest to
^ro^hfo^i-irtf^U ÎLSÎ r.U ,..™t information the
disposal of the State party itself.

I would at thU stage also like to express ‘ ^"“"^"^"Lpêo tÎÔn. .. nf the executive council in the final stage of the challenge mspec"^h°e£opihi“ of the Italian delegation or
provide for an automatic convening at tion hotev«, that a single
practical and financial reasons, on the condition, t council isState be allowed to request such a meeting “!” ‘h'hf~rït, an initial 
convened, two main procedural scenarios are *«• ™ ‘ ;ith n0
,0L.an. un..id take place on the substance of the final repor ,
consequences in terms of possible recourse to measures..“f"reviewing" the 
situation. It would at that stage be simply aJ"e“l”c°£„t the tw0 concerned
situation and each member of the council, a conclusions of theStates, will be entitled to express its views on the collusions 0peci£lc 

It would not be necessary, at this juncture, to have any p 
requirements by the executive council, as it would add are.
which would ner se clearly indicate what the prevail g -

report.
voting
debate

to have aIf, however, the executive council were to deem :^ 
follow-up to the review of the situation, m terms of J „appropriate further action" - to quote the exact ^^ing in^the^ ro
as well as in other relevant documents " “ e to the votingcouncil might prove necessary^throughjeco of

this specific point.
executive
procedures agreed in the convention. introducing a more precise textual proposal on

In concluding on article IX, on which I ^P^tate^ur'readiness to 
extensively because of its symbolic charac er, effective and devoid of
agree on an inspection S good or bad faith, might make
the possible arbitrary uses tha ds’ entrusted to the superior
of it. An inspection system, in other ’ organization going beyond
responsibility of a multilateral and mtematio 
the States themselves.

Consistentiy with such . general ^
assessing the possibility of carryrng \“““e°\!;Cnging to the
multilateral and bilateral character, are particuiarly close to us and
Mediterranean and middle eastern areas

close ties of cooperation.with which we share
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Please allow me to briefly touch upon another specific but still important 
point. In our view, the possibility of the continued existence of the Geneva 
Protocol of 1925 beyond the entry into force of the convention could well be 
discussed, especially as a means to safeguard the international community from

However, the question of
whether reservations to the Geneva Protocol should be allowed to continue to 
exist is a different issue and should be considered separately, 
reservations, on the entry into force of the convention, would no longer be 
compatible with the new version of article I, which provides for an 
unconditional prohibition of use. It would seem contradictory to allow a 
State to commit itself to such a new and far-reaching prohibition, while 
maintaining at the same time reservations safeguarding its"right to retaliate 
"in kind".

future withdrawal of States from the convention.
Such

Gaps to be filled up are always to be found, when a historical phase is 
over and a new one appears, charged with great promise but also with unknown 
factors, casting implications not always easily foreseeable. The stability of 
the world belonging to the recent past was, to say the least, the result of a 
negative factor : the fear of a nuclear holocaust in case of a military 
conflict of vast proportions with neither winners nor losers.

With the end of East-West confrontations, reliance on nuclear weapons is
This is Italy's persuasion and I am glad tobound to face drastic reductions, associate myself with the worldwide appreciation for the signature of the 

START Treaty in Moscow, that we consider a first important step towards greater 
and more ambitious goals. Other positive forces are taking shape today, first 

foremost those represented by public opinion and the consent or -he people.
There is aandWe have seen in recent days the extent of their effectiveness. 

need for such emerging consensus to rest on updated international structures, 
on a global or regional basis.

The convention on the total prohibition of chemical weapons contains 
number of important innovations, to be connected with a growing roie o.

of the international community, above States parties. Otherthe organsopportunities are ahead of us in the field of multilateral disarmament 
I would like to confirm that my country has trust in the future role of this 
negotiating body, worthy of being strengthened and updated at the appropriate 
time, in terms both of its composition and future competences. In the

it would be useful to devote the efforts we usually make to putting

, and

meanwhile _forward our own views also to the understanding of everyone else s positions. 
This could help us in avoiding unnecessary and time-consuming procedural 
wrestling. We are willing to cooperate in this direction, and we are 
confident in the success of our future endeavours.



In order to establish lasting peace and security around the world and to 
bring about development, there must be an end to the source oi the -actor o 

At the present stage disarmament or arms control ~s net .
immediate priority because they 'do not have an immense 

are they able to take part in the arms 
However, international relations today oblige 

This is because comprehensive

dis turbance. 
developing countries an 
quantity of weapons to reduce, 
race, as the great Powers are.
them to attach great importance to disarmament. , _and global disarmament is vital for them, given the history of colonization 
armed forces, the two major world wars that covered the ^be, severe hund - 
of clashes and violent postwar conflicts - here_i wouiü ;ike ^ s s - a. 
almost 170 armed conflicts, large and small, which have .crowed mora Jhan 
four decades of the postwar period, have broken out, all of them m .he 
developing countries - and the current state of affairs under the permanent 
deveiopi g ^ latter do not need the circumstances in which

from

nor

which they must suffer directly or indirectly. In short, this is tantamount 
to saying that it is incumbent upon the developed countries m genera 
nuclear-weapon State, in particular, beginning with the super-Powers to be in 
, position, indeed to have the duty, to establish in the sphere of d aamament 

international climate of peace for humanity. With this in * .i destruction of chemical weapons arrivedsuch an
;!lb7th=hL^=:rso™ th:„;:s:w:rs, ând tto s^ms t».? «
intermediate nuclear fortes and the START Treaty, and we also appreciate^the^ 
signing of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in ^rop . v

aware, such occurrences did not come about because o t e a wm of
individuals, but were the result of a policy following t e p .theAuthorities. Consequently, we are persuaded that it is only when not only 
their political promise, whether in the case of a treaty, a convention or
agreement, has een implemented as quickly as possioie, outtheAiultilateral 
been extended t a great many other sectors and regions, . 
negotiations on disarmament will easily attain their fina -

Mr. RI (Democratic People's Republic of Korea) (translated from French): 
Allow me first of all, Mr. President, to congratulate you warmly on taking up 
the presidency of the Conference on Disarmament at this important stage and to

climate from those that preceded it in recent years. Internationally, where 
tens ons are diminishing and confrontation is giving way to reconciliation and 
coop ration, the peoples of the world no 1 nger wish to return to the cold 
war! but ardently desire real disarmament eing brought about as quickly as 
possible in order to maintain security and lasting peace. Most particularly, 
having witnessed the development of the situation that ar se before and during 
the Gulf war, which took place under the threat of the us of nuclear an 
chemical weapons, they aspire to seeing the day come soon when our planet 
be free for ever from power politics and sophisticated war material. whic“ caused immeasurable misfortune and suffering to a great many innocenthave
inhabitants of that region.
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than 10 years the Conference on Disarmament has engaged in an
na« one of the weapons of mass destruction, 
It has taken various steps, particularly

... For more
effort to eliminate chemical weapons 
from the Earth once and for all.this year, to draw the attention of many countries to the importance of the 
issue of chemical weapons, while intensifying negotiations for the preparation 
of the convention. As a result of these endeavours, we have seen some

number of participants in the session of the Ad Hoc committee 
on Chemical Weapons has risen among non-member States; a breach has opened m 
the negotiations and agreement has been reached on many provisions. This 
gives hope for the adoption of the convention by the end of 1992 at the 
latest We feel that problems such as the verification system, the executive 
council and others can be resolved if the negotiations are directed towards 
taking sufficient account of the concern of non-chemical-weapon countries, 
particularly developing countries. Clear experience has also been acquired 
this year to enhance the effectiveness of the Conference on Disarmament. This

forum for the adoption of general disarmament measures to 
ensure peace and security throughout the world. For that reason participation 
in the Conference on Disarmament should be enhanced on a large scale, sc -ba
the problems of the widest possible variety of regions and categories are 
fully reflected and dealt with. We consider that the number of member States 
should be increased and in the immediate future the participation of non-member

thesuccesses :

is, we may say, a

CD/PV.604
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(Mr. Ri. Democratic People's Republic of Korea)

In this regard my delegation would
if non-memberStates in the Conference made much easier.

like to propose that we consider changing the procedure so that,
States submit an application to participate in sessions of the Conference on 
Disarmament, their participation can be renewed by tacit agreement every year 
unless any objection is raised.
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president (translated from Spanish)'•

are being prepared alJ * till be ready later than the others,

fact t -a. h C been possible to have it available earlier.

as
English text 
remaining languages 
the report and the 
last Monday as planned, it has

CD/PV.604
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(ffr» President)

circulated today by the secretariat takes
Also, inThe timetable for next week

the observations I made on the annual repor .
understanding arrived at in the President s

the last plenary meeting, the 
concluded their work have 

Chemical Weapons. I

into account 
accordance with the
with the coordinators, to which I referred at

assigned to subsidiary bodies that have 
been put at the disposal of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
suggest then that we adopt the timetable.

consultations

services

Tt was a» decided.
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... In the same spirit, I am very pleased to announce that a joint 
declaration on the complete prohibition of chemical and biological weapons 
will be signed tomorrow in Mendoza, Argentina, by the Ministers of 
External Relations of Argentina, Brazil and Chile. 
will also adhere to this instrument. 
reaffirm our formal engagement not to develop, produce, acquire or use those 
inhumane means of warfare and will also address the question of exports of 
chemical substances that can be used as precursors for chemical weapons, 
pending the conclusion of the chemical weapons convention, 
collective step in the field of regional security and confidence-building 
constitutes also a very relevant contribution to international efforts to 
prevent the spread of chemical weapons. It demonstrates the readiness or 
our countries to make all efforts to avoid the introduction of weapons o. 

destruction in the region while at the same time preserving the whole

The Government of Uruguay 
This very important declaration will

This important

mass
gamut of peaceful uses of science and technology for our economic development 
and the welfare of our peoples. I am quite sure, incidentally, that 
Ambassador Garcia Robles would be delighted to hear this announcement were ne
still in our midst.

As you are aware, Argentina and Brazil presented recently to the UNEC a 
proposal for the multilateral consideration of criteria related to the 
transfer of "sensitive" technologies. We are jointly taking the initia — e c. 
promoting the discussion of that subject in the next session of the

We would be very interested that many more delegations 
could react to the document presented to the UNDO, as some représenta-i■es Oi 
industrialized countries already did, such as Ambassador Gérard errera,
France.

General Assembly.

The recent events in our fast-changing world demonstrated that improved
In themechanisms are needed to prevent threats to international security, 

perspective of countries like Brazil, such mechanisms, stringent as they ma., 
be, should not impose additional barriers to technology access, which is 
essential for our development. In other words, many difficulties are -ace- 
because of the lack of predictable, clear and universally applicable rules for 
the transfer of dual-use technology.

About two years ago, when I was the representative of Brazi- to -he 
Conference on Disarmament, I stated that — and i am quoting myself 
"verification will undoubtedly be the crucial subject of disarmament 
negotiations, multilateral or bilateral, from now to the end of this

I am very glad to see today that many countries seem to share t-.ose 
Proposals were presented aiming at the establishment of a verification

to strengthen the biological weapons
century". 
views.
regime for a nuclear test ban ;
Convention may also be examined at the forthcoming review conference of ,hat_ 
Convention, to take place over the next weeks in Geneva. Another evidence or

subject is the careful attention it received in t..ia

measures

the importance of this
session of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons.year's
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With regard to the negotiation of the chemical weapons convention, the 
delegation of Brazil is instructed to contribute, as effectively as possible, 

achievement of the objective of concluding the draft next year. As to 
the verification regime of the convention, it is our hope that an efficient 
mechanism is established so that we avoid the creation of a cumbersome and 
costly organization. Likewise, it seems convenient to avoid unnecessary 
interference with the civilian industrial activities in our countries. In 
this sense, we considered as a positive step the offer made by the industry 
representatives, when they met in Geneva last June, that they would be 
prepared to accept inspections any time anywhere. Serious consideration 
should be given to that offer, for it could enable the adoption of random 
inspections in civil chemical facilities, thus allowing for a simple ana less 
costly mechanism that could, at the same time, serve the verification purposes
of the convention.

to the

I also think that an appropriate regime of inspections on request could
could be obtained if all countriescontribute to our aim. More transparency _ .

would accept the concept of inspections on request to their chemical 
facilities, without the right to refusal. I could not envisage a more 
transparent and non-discriminatory regime, which could at the same time reduce 
the number of routine inspections and the costs of the future organization.

Negotiations are starting, I understand, in connection with the 
composition and functions of the executive council of the future organization 
for the prohibition of chemical weapons. It is of utmost interest to my 
country that an acceptable agreement is reached that allows for balance 
representation of regions, political groups and countries, also taking in o 
account the importance of the chemical industry in the overall context.

convention is in force withIt seems to me that after a chemical weapons 
its verification regime in operation, countries applying other controls and

chemicals and facilitiesrestrictions to international transfers of dual-use
On the other hand, it would enhance the convention

the Geneva Protocolshould suspend them.
regime and promote universal adherence if reservations to 
of 1925 could be formally withdrawn when the convention comes into force.

We would receive with great appreciation a formal renunciation by al 
Latin American countries of all weapons of mass destruction. In our region, 
more precisely in South America, which is recognized to be the least armed 
region in the world, economic and social problems are an essential part of 
collective security. That is why we have to tackle poverty-related questions 
and request international cooperation to improve our economies and ensure t. e 
necessary technology transfers.

At this moment, we are negotiating the chemical weapons convention wi 
renewed enthusiasm, thanks to the positive evolution in the positions of the 
United States of America and the Soviet Union, which permitted the adoption 
an unconditional prohibition of chemical weapons in article I of the - rat 
convention. But besides chemical weapons we continued to debate on împortan- 
items of the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament. In this connection, 
would like to note the new dimension given to the consideration of item 
Nuclear test ban.



s?! dH.
are encouraged to note that several States that had entered similar 
reservations are prepared to adopt similar measures and we appeal to those 
that have not yet done so to do likewise so that at the signing o. ~.e 
convention on chemical weapons there will be no reservations to -he 
Geneva Protocol. It is also a particular pleasure for my Government to 
announce that, as the distinguished Ambassador of Brazil has already sa.d, 
tomorrow, 5 September, in the city of Mendoza, together with Argentina and 
Brazil, a joint declaration will be signed on the complete prohibition of 
chemical and biological weapons, which is clear evidence of the political 

countries on in our efforts to create real conditions .or
At the same time, we particularly welcome 

will be joining in that commitment and
which s our

international stability.peace __the fact that the Government of Uruguay
(continued)
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____ the renewed impetus of the negotiations for the

convention banning chemical weapons once and for all, to theFirst of all we oust note
at^rihat0fit\s'n=lon8=r illusory to think that tha »ork on this «att«r_c.n 

be finalized during the course of next year, 
mandate, the progress made on 
intensive discussions on

This is

The extension of the negotiating 
vital articles such as articles I and II and the 

verification and challenge inspection are tangible 
examples of this. This is solely the result of the flexibility shown by the 
delegations of the United States and the Soviet Union in withdrawing their 
proposals on maintaining a percentage of their stockpiles and on the rig,., 
retaliate. We are therefore witnessing a clear case where bilatera. 
initiatives, far from replacing multilateralism, strengthen it in a^ 
constructive fashion, so that the Conference on Disarmament, the sole 
negotiating body in the United Nations system, can attain its important goa s.

Chile, like the entire international community, is convinced or the

£.*5 =rs
to produce this type of weapon, as I wish to reaffirm on this occa^on. 
that respect, and in order to show the determination guiding us m these 
areas, I am pleased to announce in this Conference that my country ..as 
initiated domestic legislative procedures for the withdrawal of the 
reservations entered by Chile when it ratified the Geneva Protocol o. 19.-.

In

Q.
 C



report to be submitted to the
made in itsAs this Conference prepares to adopt a new 

General Assembly containing a summary
during this per od, allow me to

in this very roo on 8 February 1 90 by the then representative of Brazil,
happily, is with us today, Ambassador Marcos Castnoto de Azambuja, who

Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

of the debates and progress
refer to the statement madesubsidiary

who,
is now Secretary-General in the 
great vision he said:

With

2nsîs."iSrî:ai a
of the expectations of the international community, onemockery of our many declarations and resolutions and 0.= fraugh w th the 
danger of the long agony of a progressively more enfeebled negotia g
body."
He went on to add that "the time has come for aggressively creative

international political environment.

new

ways
usefulness in a dramatically altered
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we hope that many other countries will do the same. In this respect the 
Mendoza agreement, in addition to reaffirming the various unilateral _
declarations on the non-possession of chemical weapons, refers to the decision 
to cooperate closely to expedite the conclusion of the convention and to sign 
it simultaneously as original parties, as well as the intention to institute 
appropriate measures to monitor substances defined as precursors of chemical 
warfare agents and the study of mechanisms necessary to ensure compliance with 
the commitment entered into, until such time as the future convention comes 
into force. In a similar area, readiness is expressed to look into systems 
that would help to strengthen the verification machinery under the convention 
on the prohibition of biological and toxin weapons. Finally, the hope is 
expressed that other States of the region will endorse the content of
declaration.

It is clear that in various bodies and forums, Latin America is taking 
maior effective steps forward as regards disarmament problems, arms control

to strengthening true security based on the elimination of conflict scenarios 
and their replacement by the promotion of democracy and human rights in the 
region. In this connection, Chile attaches great importance to regional 
confidence-building measures, and in this respect has noted with interest 
initiative launched by the President of Peru for the holding in Lima next
November of a meeting of the foreign ministers of the member f*

beginning studies and exchanges of views for the purpose 
limiting conventional military arsenals involving

deemed to be of interest.

of
Rio Group aimed at 
reaching agreement on 
high-technology weapons, as well as other matters

•H O
n

V) E
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These words, uttered at the beginning of the 1990 session, are equally 
relevant as this session ends, and we consider that they can offer food for 
lengthy reflection by the delegations present here with next year's session in 
mind. In fact if we analyse the results achieved by the ad hoc committees in 
the past few months, we can easily reach the conclusion that apart from 
matters relating to chemical weapons, the remaining topics on the agenda, 
despite the efforts of many of their chairmen, were considered superficially 
and therefore progress has not been substantial, as this mandate of a 
negotiating body entitled us to expect. This is simply the logical outcome of 
the existence of working groups that do not have the essential negotiating 
mandate and therefore have to confine themselves to compiling statements and a 
variety of background material.

My delegation is very much aware of the need to give priority to work on 
chemical weapons and supports that decision, but it cannot go along with the 
idea of postponing all the other items in such a way as to convert this 
Conference into a preparatory conference for the chemical weapons convention. 
That is why we recognize the great value of the initiative recently submitted 
by Sweden in document CD/1089, containing a revised version of its own draft 
treaty on a comprehensive nuclear test ban, which had been submitted in 1983. 
We believe that that initiative is a useful and timely contribution which has 
come at a time when the Committee in question, like several others, is 
stagnating because of a lack of political will to deal with substantive 
matters.
studied annually by the Conference for improving its functioning, we should 
include next year the permanent establishment of the ad hoc committees with 
clear-cut and well-defined mandates, so that it is not necessary to devote 
long weeks each year to discussing how they should be re-established.

We would therefore venture to propose that among the measures



decision of U February to re-establish the
Disarmament added toOn 20 June, further to its

negotiations "with a view to striving to achieve a final agreement on 
convention by 1992". In pursuance of this decision the Ad Hoc Committee 
has already conducted an additional session of limited duration from 
8 to 19 July 1991, and I must add that this was a rather productive session. 
In this cont xt, I would like to draw the atten ion of delegates to the 
Ad Hoc Commi tee’s recommendation that it shoul continue wor on e. 
convention until" the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemica 

1992 session of the Conference on Disarmament, except tor 
9 to 27 September; 14 October to 15 November; and 23 December

during those periods, in the view of the 
members of the bureau should hold 
the ground for the work of the

technical aspects of

Weapons by the 
three periods: 
to 3 January 1992.
Ad Hoc Committee, the Chairman and the 
active private consultations to prepare

There will also be a meeting of experts on

However, even

Committee.
the destruction of chemical weapons from 7 to 11 October.

(continued)
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(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated frpm 
You have given me the floor in my capacity asMr. RATSANOV

Russian): Thank you, Sir. .
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons.Chairman

to introducing the report of the Ad HocNow, if I may, I will move on . j J „ nn/1inQCommittee on Chemical Weapons, which is contained in document CD/1108.

of the draft convention, and appendix II, containing material for furthe 
It can be said without exaggeration that the work of the Ad Hoc 

Chemical Weapons in 1991 has taken on a completely new 
character. The stage has been passed where many doubted it was possible to 
raoidly conclude the negotiations on the convention banning chemical we*P0^- 

‘ negotiations in the Ad Hoc Committee have now entered a new, more advance- 
This is reflected, inter alia, in the change in the mandate of the

11 was

work. 
Committee on

The 
stage.
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons.
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(Mr. Batsanov. USSR)

I would now like to dwell briefly on the principal results of the work of 
the Ad Hoc Committee over the past year. Even a cursory glance at the text of 
the draft convention introduced today will indicate the substantial body of 
new material which has been included in the draft convention as a result of 
the work of the Ad Hoc Committee this year. Once again we have a very large 
document, 225 pages long, at least in the Russian version, but that is not the 
point ; the point is that we have quite a few really new provisions in the 
draft convention, new important provisions. I am referring first and foremost 
to the provisions forming the core of the future convention on the prevention 
of chemical weapons, on which we were unable to arrive at a solution over a 
long period. I am talking about the issues included in the "security 
basket". On the basis of the results of work this year, article I of the 
draft convention now contains an obligation for States parties "never under 
any circumstances to use chemical weapons". The issue of the mandatory 
10-year period for the destruction of chemical weapons and production 
facilities has also been finally resolved. Article X on assistance and 
protection against chemical weapons and article XIII on "Relation to other 
international agreements" have also been included in the draft, 
particularly like to stress that in these articles there are no unagreed 
provisions at all. Also included in the draft convention are article XI on 
economic and technological development, article XII on measures to redress a 
situation and to ensure compliance, including sanctions, and article XVI on

Efforts to finalize the text of these three articles

And I would

settlement of disputes. 
will of course be continued.

The Ad Hoc Committee had at the centre of its attention issues related to 
machinery for verifying compliance with the provisions of the convention.
This relates to both verification under article VI, "Activities not prohibited 
under the Convention", as well as challenge inspections, that is to say,

The results of the work done on article VI are 
Although there are certain

inspections under article IX. 
reflected in the document submitted today. 
conceptual differences of view concerning the scope of verification in civil 
commerical industry, the work that has been done makes it possible to state 
that there are realistic prospects for a compromise solution, 
interesting proposals and suggestions have been put forward on the problem of 
solving the issue of challenge inspections. Intensive consultations on this 
subject have been conducted by the Ad Hoc Committee Chairman. Here again we 
should note a desire on the part of all participants in the negotiations to

Af ter

Many

work seriously in order to find a mutually acceptable compromise. 
intensive consultations during our work this year it has also been possible to 
make distinct progress on the important issue of the use of terms 
"jurisdiction and control" in the text of the convention. New provisions in 
this regard are reflected in articles I, III, IV, V and VI. In addition, 
extensive work has been done in all the groups to "clean up" a large number of 
articles in the draft convention.

At the end of the summer session, or rather the third part of the session 
of the Conference on Disarmament, as it is now known, the Ad Hoc Committee 
began discussions on the issue of the composition of and decision-making 
procedure in the executive council to be established under the convention. 
There is no need to stress how important the settlement of this issue is. Of
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, serious work will be needed here, and we will need to do our utmost to
It would not seem to be a wise ideacourse

reduce our differences on this subject, 
to postpone a final decision on the whole complex of problems concerning the 
executive council until the very end of work on the draft convention. 
Important issues which we still have to deal with in the near future are 
questions relating to the financing of the future organization and its 
structure. The recent specific proposals which have been put forward on this 
subject are of interest and deserve in-depth study.

The considerable progress achieved on the multilateral convention on the 
complete and effective prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling 
and use of chemical weapons and on their destruction was made possible thanks 
to the efforts made by all participants in the negotiations, including the 
37 States that are not members of the Conference on Disarmament, and their 
desire to seek mutually acceptable compromise solutions, their readiness to 
devote maximum attention, regardless of the time required, to moving work on 
the Convention forward as fast as possible. I can safely state that the 
groundwork for the present progress was largely laid by my predecessors as 
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, and by all the many 
years of painstaking work on the draft convention. Of course, we still have 
much to do in order to complete the work on the convention next year.

warmest thanks to the chairmenIn submitting the report I must express my 
of the three working groups, Mr. Mashhadi from Iran, Mr. Gizowsky from Poland 
and Mr. Perugini from Italy. I was also helped in my work by the friends of 
the Chair, Ambassadors Loeis and Brotodiningrat from Indonesia, Mr. Meerburg, 
the Netherlands and Mr. Canonne, France. The members of the bureau or the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons did all they could to help move anead

Enormous work was- also done bywith work on the draft convention.
Mrs. Rautio, Finland, in the Group on Analytical Database and Laboratories.
We may rightly consider this work as practical preparation for the operation 
of the future organization. On behalf of the participants in the negotiations 
on the prohibition of chemical weapons I would also like to take this 
opportunity to extend our gratitude to the Government of the Netherlands .or 
organizing the visit to The Hague, where the Government of the Netherlands 
proposes to locate the headquarters of the future organization under the 
convention. Allow me also to thank the Secretary of the Ad Hoc Committee,
Mr. Bensmail, his deputy, Ms. Hoppe, and their assistants, Ms. Darby and 
Ms. Roux, and to note their great professionalism and invaluable assistance m 
our work. I would also like to extend our appreciation to the interpreters 
and translators as well as all the technical personnel who contributed to 
effectiveness and proper organization of our work.

As I have already said, in approving its report to the Conference on 
Disarmament, our Ad Hoc Committee is not in any way preparing to wind down i 
work. Quite the contrary - this year the "inter-sessional period promises 
be especially busy. So please do not be surprised at my next statemen .1 
the Conference agrees with the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Commi. ee, 
Committee's next meeting will be held on Monday, 30 September, at p.m. in 
room V, so please note that down.
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And the final point: in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee there is no 
reference to anybody being recommended for the post of Chairman for the next 
yearly cycle of the Conference on Disarmament. In fact, I don't know, maybe a 
shorter term of office than mine awaits the future Chairman. At all events, 
there is no such recommendation, and that is because when we adopted the 
report last week in the Ad Hoc Committee, we did not yet have a candidate 
we could include in the report. However, I am now delighted to inform you 
and officially report that we have consensus to the effect that 
Dr. Adolf Ritter von Wagner, Ambassador and representative of Germany to the 
Conference on Disarmament, is recommended as the Chairman of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Chemical Weapons for the next yearly cycle of the Conference on 
Disarmament. I am convinced, and I am expressing the shared view of all the 
participants in the CW negotiations, that this is a fine choice. We know the 
distinguished Ambassador von Wagner as an experienced CW negotiator, 
year he had a heavy burden on his shoulders as the Western Group's coordinator 
on chemical weapons, and I think we can be certain that he will be a fine 
Chairman for next year. Therefore, on my own behalf, and on behalf of the 
other members of the Ad Hoc Committee, I would like to congratulate 
Ambassador von Wagner, so to speak, on his forthcoming designation as Chairman 
of the Ad Hoc Committee, in January, of course. On the basis of my own 
experience, I could at the same time express some commiseration with him. 
that is what his destiny is now going to be.
express the hope that the Conference on Disarmament will endorse our report, 
the report of our Ad Hoc Committee.

This

But
Yet again I congratulate him and

We are now to adopt documentThe PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
CD/1108, containing the report of the Ad Hoc Jommittee on Chemical Weapons. 
If there are no objections, we will adopt it.

It was so decided.
I now give the floor to theThe PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): 

representative of Germany, Ambassador von Wagner, and I take this opportunity 
to congratulate him on his appointment as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Chemical Weapons for next year.
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Mr. von WAGNER (Germany): I take the floor on behalf of the 
Western Group as their CW Coordinator to express our gratitude through you, 
Mr. President, to the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, 
Ambassador Serguei Batsanov.
wisdom, sensitivity and patience, as witnessed by the report we have just 
adopted.

He has guided the Ad Hoc Committee with great

With the exception of the "challenge" part of article IX, for the first 
time in CW negotiating history, all the elements of a complete draft 
convention are on the table in the Ad Hoc Committee. This has become possible 
due to important progress achieved during the past 24 negotiation weeks plus 
two inter—sessional weeks. I shall abstain from repeating the different 
points which I had originally listed in my manuscript since 
Ambassador Batsanov has just alluded to them so eloquently. Remaining 
problems, however, must be mentioned and should not be underestimated.
Although there seems to be general support for a graduated "managed access" 
approach, the discussion on challenge inspections so far hints at major 
negotiation difficulties concerning the role of the executive council as well

On the question of verification of chemical industry we needas other issues.
to find a cost-effective and practicable system, balancing breadth of coverage 
with protection of legitimate industrial activity.
trade with CW-related chemicals for peaceful purposes will not be an easy

Against that, the composition and the functions of the

Provisions concerning

problem to solve.
executive council seem to be questions which - once political decisions are 
taken - could be solved rather quickly. Destruction of old and abandoned 
chemical weapons urgently needs in-depth consideration. Lastly, on the issue 
of universal adherence to the chemical weapons convention, important proposals
are still on the agenda.

TheThe groundwork has been laid.All these problems are solvable.
details - in which, according to a well-known proverb, the devil sits - 

What the Conference and the Ad Hoc Committee need is the
Governments and delegations must be

can be
worked out.
determination of delegations to do so.
aware of the enormous gain in security which could be registered for all 
States through a well-verified and reliable chemical weapons convention, 
delegations have forgotten the risk which otherwise would exist, they should 
remember the war between Iraq and Iran as well as the recent Gulf war - 
which are almost unimaginable in some other regions of the world.

If

wars

Each international legal instrument involves the acceptance of certain
In the case of the chemical weapons convention 

is made worthwhile not only by security gains but
obligations and restrictions, 
the price of such acceptance
also by the creation of a climate of confidence in which international 
cooperation and peaceful trade in chemicals can prosper. Let's be realistic: 
the overall balance is extremely positive. Let's draw the right conclusions 
from this assessment and establish the CW convention by May 1992.

(continued)



CD/PV.605
22

The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I will now make my closing 
statement as President of the Conference.
... When I began my terra of office as President of the Conference on 
Disarmament, I highlighted the progress made in the negotiation of the 
chemical weapons convention. Today, Ambassador Batsanov of the Soviet Union, 
who is chairing the work of that Committee with great skill, submitted the 
report on its work, which is a clear reflection of the progress achieved. 
Mention should be made of the improvements in the mandate of the 
Ad Hoc Committee as well as in various relevant articles, through the 
inclusion of specific provisions on the prohibition of the use of chemical 
weapons and guarantees with respect to their total destruction, as well as the 
decision to include various articles in the text of the draft convention. 
Article X, on assistance and protection against the use of chemical weapons, 
is particularly important, as well as article XI on economic and technological 
development. The Ad Hoc Committee will continue to work during the 
inter-sessional period, so as to give impetus to the negotiations with a view 
to final agreement on the convention in 1992. I also wish to express our 
gratitude to the Government of the Netherlands for their invitation to visit 
The Hague. We are giving very serious consideration to the offer of the 
Government of that country to host the headquarters of the future chemical 
weapons organization.

'6098V81800
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