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TRUTE, HOLINEES, LABERTY, LOVE,
Vor. IV. MONTREAL, FEBRUARY, 1847. No. 2
ENDLESS PUNISIMENT,

—_—

[The following Letter on the Eternity of Future
Punishiment, written by the Rev. Jolin Foster,
a distingnished English Baptist Clergyman,
and addressed to a young Minister, is con-
tained in the # Life and Correspondence” of
Mr. Foster, recently published.]

Drar Siv,—1f you could have been apprised
how much less rescarch 1 have mude into
what has been written on the subject of your
letter than you appear to have done, you
would have had little expeetation of assis-
tance in deciding your judgment. 1 have
perhaps been tov content to let an opinion
(or impression) admitted in ecarly life dis-
pense with protracted inquiry and various
reading.  The general, not very far short of
miversil, judgment ol divines in aflirmation
of the doctrine of eternal punishiment must
be acknowledged a weighty consideration.
It is a very fur question. Is it likely that
g0 many thousands of able, leamed, benevo-
Jent, and pious men should all have beenin
crror? And the language of Scripture is
formidibly strong ; sostrong that it must be
an argument of extreme cogency that wou'd
authorize  limited interpretation.
Nevertheless, [ acknowledge mysel{ not
convinced of the arthodox doetrine. 1€ usk-
od why not 7—I should have little to say in
the way of criticism, of implications found
or sought in what may be called incidental
expressions of Scripture, or of the passages
dubiously cited in favor of final, nniversal
restitations It is the moral arsument, as it
may be named, that presses irresistably on
my mind—thut which comes in the stupen-
dous idenol eternity.. - s e e
It appears to me that the teachers and be-
tievers of the orthodox doctrine hardly ever
make an earnest, strenuous effort to form a
couception of eternity ; or rather a concep-
tion somewhat of the natare of a faint in-
cipient, approximation.—Because it is con-
fessedly beyond the compass of thought,it is
suffered to go without an attempt at thinking
of n. They utter the term in the casy cur-
reney of language 5 havea vague and trans-

Now think of an infliction of misery pro-
tracted through such a period, and at the
end of it being only commencing—not oue
smallest step nearer 2 couclusion :—the case
just the same il that sum of fizures were
multiplied by itself. And then think of
man—his_natare, his situation, the eiremn-
stanees of his brief sojonrn and trial on earih.
Far be it fromn us to make lioht of the de-
merit of sin, and to remonstrate with the
supreme Judge aguinst a severe chustise-
ment, of whatever moral nature we may re-
gard the infletion to be. But still, what iz
man ?—He comes into the world with a
nature fatally corrupt, and powerfully tend-
ing to actual evil  Me comes amons n
crowd of temptations adapted to his innate
evil propensitics.—Ile grows up (incom-
parably the greater proportion of the race)
i great ignoranee  his Judgment wealk, and
under numberless beguileinents into error ;
while his passions and appetites are strong 5
his conscience unesqually matched aguinst
their power—in the majority of men, but
feebly and rudely constitited.  The iu-
fluence of whatever good instructions he
may receive is connteracted by a combina-
tion of opposite iufluences alimost constantly
acting ou him. He is essentially and in-
evitably unapt to be powerfully acted on by
what is invisible and futare. In addition
to all which, there is the intervention and
activity of the great tempter and destroyer.
{u short, his coundition is suel that there is
uo hope of him, but from a dircet, special
operation on him of what we denowmiuate
arace. I3 it nol so? arewe not convineed
—is it not the plain. doctrine of Seripture—
is there not irresistible evidence from a view
of the-notnal condition of ‘the humatrworki
—that no man can become good, in the
Clistian sense, can become (it for o holy
and happy place hereafter, but by this oper-
ation ab erfre.  Bul this is arbitary and dis-
criminative on the part of the sovercign
Agent, and independent of the will of mun.
And how awfully evident is it, that this in-
dispensible operation takes place only on
a comparaiively small proportion of the col-
lective race.

itory idea of something obscurely vast, and
do not labor to place and detam ihe mind in
intense protracted contemplation, seeking
-all expedients for expanding and agoravat-
ing the awlul imp rtof sucha word. Though
every mode of illustration is feeble and im-
potent, one would surely think there would
be an insuppressihle impulse to send forth
-the thoughts to the utmost possible reach
into. the hmmensity—when it is an im-
mensity into which “our own most essential
interests arc infinitely extended. Truly it
1 very strange that even religions minds
can keep so quictly aloof from the amazing.
the overwhelming contemplution of what
they huve the destiny and the near prospect
of euntering upon.
. Expedients of illustration of what elernity
1s nof, supply the best altainuble means of
assisting remotely toward a glimmering ap-
prehiension of what it 7s.  All that is within
lmman capacity is to imagine the vastest
wmeasures of time, and 1o look to the termiina-
tion of these as only touching the mere
commencement of eternity.’
For example, it has been siggested to im-

tined in this globe, and suppase them one
by one anmnihilated, each in 2 thousand
years, tll all were gone.; but just as well
say a million, or a million of million of
years or dges, it is all the same as aguinst
infinite dwation. - - .
" Extend the thought of such process to our
“whole mundane system, and finally to the
whole material universe : it 1s still the sane.
_Or;imagine a series of numerical figures,
“in elose” order extended to a line of such a
“length thiat it would encircle the globe, like
“thé equator—ar ‘that would run wlong with
e enrlh’s orbit round the sun—or with the
‘outerinost planet Uranus—or that it would
"drawd'citcle 6f which the adius should be
{rom the earth or sun to Sivins—or that should
ericompass the entive. material ‘mniverse,
“which, a8’being material, cannot be infinites
The thost stupendous of these moasures
I have an eud 5 and would,when

Now this creature, thus constituted and
cireumstanced, passes a few {lecting yeuwrs
on carth, o short sinful course ; in which he
does cften what, notwithstanding his ig-
norance and ill-disciplined judgmeut and
conseience, he knows to be wrong, and
ueglects what he knows to be his duty ; and
consequentiy, Tor o greater or less measure
of guilt; wadely dilferent in difterent of-
fenders, deserves punishment. But endless
punishment ! hopeless misery, through a
duration to which the enormous terms above
imagined, will be absolutely nothing! 1
acknowledge my inability (I would say it
reverently) to admit this belief, together
with a belief in the divine goodness—the
beliel that < God is love,”” that his tender
merceies are over all his works. Goodness,
benevolence, charity, as aseribed in su-
preme perfection to him, cannot mean a
quality foreign to all human conceptions of
gooduess; it must be something analagous
in prineiple to what himself has defined and
required as goodness in his moral creatures,
that in adoring the divine goodness, we may
not be worshipping an ‘““unknown God.”
But if so, how would all our ideas be con-
founded, while contemplating his bringing,
of his savereign will, a race of creaturesin-
to existence; in such a condition that they
certainly will and must—must, by their na-
ture and circwmstances, go wrong, and be
miserable, unless prevented by especial
grace—which is the privilege of ouly a
small propartion of them, and at the sume
time fixing on their delinquency a doom of
which it is infinitely beyond the highest
arch-angel’s facualty to ‘apprehénd a thou-
sandth puct of the horror. _

It must be in deéep hiumility that we venture
to apply to the measures of the divine govern-
ment, the roles indispensable to the equity of
human administration.  Yet we may advert
fo the principle in human legislation, that the
man tempted to crime should, as faras is pos-
sible withont actual experience, be apprised
of the nature and measure of {he penal con-
sequence, 1t should be something the main

completed, be still nothing fo elernity,

force of which can be placed in intetligible

apposition, sa to speak, to the temptation, If
it be.something totally oul of the scope of his
faculties to apprehend, to realize to his mind,
that threclencd somelhing is unknown, has not
its appropriata fitness to deter him. There is,
or may be, in it what would be of mighty
force to deter him if fie could have a compelent
notivn of ity but his necessary igunorance
precludes from him that salutary force. 1Is
he not thus til:en at a fearful disadvantage?
As a motive to deter him, the threatened pe-
nalty can only be in proportion to his (in the

present case) narrow facunity of apprehending
it but as an evil to be sutlered it surpasses in

magnitude every intellect but the Omniscient.

Might we not imagine the reflection of one of
the condemned delinquents suffering on, and

still interninably on, threugh a thousand or 2

million of ages, to be expressed in some such

manner as this:—Ch! i’ it had been possible

for me to conceive but the most diminutive

part of the weight and horvar of this dcom,

every temptation {o sin would have been

enough to sirike me dead with terror; |1

should have shrunk from it with the most vio~

lent récoil.

A common argument hias heen that sin is
an infinife evit, that is, of infinite demerit, as
an offence against an infinite Being 5 and that
since a finite ercature cannot suller infinitely
in measure, he must in duretion.  Dulsurely,
in all reason, the hmited, and in the present
instanee diminulive nulvre of the eriminal
must be an essential part of the case for judg-
ment, Every act must, for one of ils propor-
tions, be measured by the nature and condi-
tion of the ageat. And it would seein that
one principle in that Tule of proporiion should
be, dhat the offending agent should be capable
of ‘being atvare of the inagnifiide (the amount,
if we might use such a word) of the offence
he commits, by being capeble of something
like an adeguate conception of the being
against whom it is committed. A perverse
child committing an offence against a great
monarch, of whose dignity it had some, but a
vastly inadequate, apprehiension, would not
be punished in the same manner as an offen-
der of high endowments and responsibitity,
and folly aware of the dignity of the person-

demned spirit recedes from them—all eternity
not suflicing to reveal fully what those years
contained —millions on miliions of ages for
cach single evil thought or word !

Bat it is nsually alleged that there will be
an endless confinuance of sinning, with pro-
bably an eudless ageravation, and (herefore
the punishment must be cadless.  [s not this
like an admission of disproportion belween
the punishment and the origmal ceuse of its
infliction 2 But suppose the case to be so,—
that is to say, that the punishment is not a
retribution simply for the guilt of the momen-
tary existence on earth, but a continned pun-
ishment of the continned, ever-aggravated
euilt in the cternal state 5 the allegation is of
no avail in vindication of the doctrine; be-
canse the first consignment to the dread{ul
state necessitefes @ confinnunce of the crimi-
nulity ; the doctrine teaching that itis of the
essence, and is an awlul aggravation, of the
original consighment, that it’ dooms the con-
demned (o maintain the eriminal spirit un~
changed for ever. The doom to sin as well
as 1o suller, and, aceording to the argument,
tosin in order to suffer, 1s inflicted as the
punishment of the sin commitied in the mor-
tal state.  Virtually, thevefore, the eternal
panishment is punishment of the sins of time.

Under the light (or the darkness) of this
doctrine, how Imconceivably mysterious and
awful is the aspect of the whole economy of
this buman world ! The immensely greater
namber of tie race hitherfo, through all ages
and regions, passing a short life under no il-
luminating, transtorming influence of their
Creator j ninety-nine’in a2 hundred of them
perhaps have never even received. any au-
thenticated . message.. from.. Heaven ;. passing .
off the world in a state unfit for a sphitual,
heavenly, and happy kingdom elsewhere;
and all destined to everlasting misery. The
thoughtiul spirit has a question silently sug-
gested to it of far move emphatic tmport than
that of him who exclaimed, ¢ Hast thou made
allmen in vuin 7*?

Lven the dispensation of redemyption by the
Mediator, the only light that shines through
this dark economy—how profoundly myste-

age offended. The one would be sharply
chastised ; the other might as jusily be con-
demned to death. In the present case, the
offender does or may know that the Being
offended against is of awful majesty ; and
therefore the offence is one of great agerava-
tion, and he will jusily be punished with
great severity ; hut, by his extremely con-
tracted and feeble fzcuities, as the lowest in
the scale of strictly rational and accountable
creatures in the whole creation, he is infinite-
ly incapable of any adequate conceplion of
the greatness of the Being offended against.
He is, then, according io the argument, ob-
noxious 1o a punishment notin any proportion
to his own nature, but alone to that infinity
of the supreme nature, which is to him infi-
nitely unconceivable and uuknown.

If an evil act of a huwman being may be
of infinite demerit, why may not « good one
be of infinite excellence or merit as having
also a reference to the infinite Being?  Isit
not plain that every act of a finite natore
must have, in all senses, the finite quality
of that matare—canuot, therefore, be of in-
finite demerit?

Can we—I[ would ‘say with reverence—
can we reualize it as possible that a lost sonl,
after conntless millions of siges, and in pros-
peet of an interminable suceession of such
enormons periods, can be made to have the
conviction, absolnte and perfect, that ali
this is n just, an equitable infliction, and
from @ Power as good as he is just, fora few
short sinful years on earth—years and sins
presumed to be retained mest vividly in
memory, and everlastingly growing elearer,
vaster and more terrible 1o retrospective
view in their magnitnde of infinite evil—
every stupendous period of duration, by
which they have actually been left at a
distance, seeming to bring them, in con-
trariety 1o all laws of memory, nearer and
ever nearer ‘to view, by the continually
aggravaled experience of ‘their conse~
quences. :

Yes, those twentiy, forty, seventy years,
growing up to infinity of horror in the review

rious in ils slow progress, as yet, in its un-
corrupted pwiity, and saving efficacy. What
proportion of the earth’ inhabitants are, at
this hour, the subjects of its vital agency?
1t was not the divine volition that the success
should be greater—that a greater number
should be saved by it—or most ceriainly,
most necessarily, its efficacy would have been
greater.  Bul in thas withholding from so
large a portion of mankind even the know-
ledge, and even from so vast a majority in
the nominally Christian nations the divine
application, indispensable to the cfficacy of
the Christian dispensation, gould it be that
the divine purpose was o consign so many of
his creatures, existing under such fearful cir-
cumstances, to the doomed eternal misery?
Daes the belief consist with any canception
we can form of infinile goodness combined
with infinite power ?

But, after all this, we have fo meet the
grave question, What suy the Scriplures?
There is a force in their expression at which
we well may tremble.  On 7o allowable
interpretation do they signify less than
a very protracted duration and formid-
able severity. Bul [ hope it is not presump-
tuous to take advantage of the fact, that the
terins everlasting, efernal, for ever, originul
or translated, arve often employed in the Bible,
as well as other writings, under great and va-
rious limitations of tmport; and are thus
withdrawn from the predicament of necessarily
and absolutely meaning a strictly endless du-
ration, ‘The limitation is often, indeed, plain-
ly marked by the nature of the subject. In
other instances the words are used with a fi-
gurative indefiniteness, whieh leaves the li-
mitation to he made by snme general rule of
reason and proportion, They are designed
to magnify, o aggravate, rather than to de-
fine. ~ My resource in the present case, then,
is simply this: that since the terms do not
necessarily and absolutely signify. an inter-
minable duration, and since there is in the
present instance {o be pleaded, for admilling
a limiled interpretation, a reason in the moral
estimate of things, of stupendous, of infinite

i proportion to the distance which the con-

urgency, involving our conceptions of the di-
vine goodness and equity, and leaving those

TTIAN.
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coneceptions overwhelmed in d:ﬂ.\'kl\cSS and
horrot if it be rejected, T therelore conclude

that a limited interprelation is autherised.,
Perhaps there is some pertinence in the sug-.
gestion which T recallect to have seen in some,

old and nearly unknown book in favour of
universal restitution;; that the great differ-

ence of degrees of fulure punishment, so,

“plainly stated in Scripture, .allords an argu-

ment against ils perpetuity-; since, if the de-,

merit be infinite, there can be no place fora
scale of degrees, apportioning a minor inflie-
tion to some offenders; every one should be
punished up to the utmost that his nature
c¢an sustain; and the same reason of equity
there may be for a limited measure, there
may consistently be for a limited duretion.
The assignment of an wunlimnited duration
would seem an abandonment of the primip'e
ol the discriminaling rule observed in the ad-
justment of degress.

1f it be asked, how could the doctrine have
been more plainly and spiritually asserted
than it is in the Seripture language? In
answer, I ask, how do we construct our
words and sentences to express it in an abso-
Iute manner, so as fo leave no possibility of
understanding 1he language in a ditferent,
equivocal or questionable sense 2 And may
we not \hiuk\lhnt if 50 transcendently dread-
ful a doctrine had been meant'to be stamped
as in burning eharacters on our faith, there
would have been such forins of proposition,
ol circumlocution, il necessary, as would
have rendered all doult or question 2 mere
palpable absurdity ?

Some intelligent and devout inguirers,
unable to admit the terrific doctrine, and
yet pressed by the strength of the Seripture
Language, have had recourse to a'literal jn-
terpretation of the threatened destrnction,

the eternal death, as siguifying ennihilution’

of exislence, after & more or less protracted
penal infliction,  Even this would be a pro-
digious relief; but it is an admmission that
the terms in question do mean something
finzl, in an absoluto senze. I bave not di-
reeted much thouglit on this point; the grand
object of interest being a negation of the
perpetuity of misery. ~ I have not been
anxious for any satisfaction beyoud thet;
though eertainly one would wish to indulge
the hope, founded on the divine attribute of
infinite benevolence, that there will be a
period somewhere in the endless fatarity,
when all God’s sinning creatures will be
restored by him to rectitude and happiness.
" It often surprises me that the fearful doc-
trine sits, il I may so ¢xpress ity so casy on
the minds of the religious and benevolent
believers of it.  Swrrounded. immediately
by the multitades of fellow - wortals, and
lvoking abroad on the present, and hack on
past state of the race, and regarding them
as to the immense majority, as subjects of
so direful destination, how ecan they have
any calm enjoyment of life, how can they
be cordially cheertul, how ean they escape
the Incessant haunting of dismal ideas,
darkening the cconomy m which their lot is
cast? 1 remember snggesting 1o one of
them such an image as'this:—suppose the
case that so many of the great swrrounding
population as e conld no, even in a judg-
ment of charity, believe to be Christians,
that is, 1o be in a safe state for hereailor—
suppose the case 1o be that he knew so
many were all doomed 16 sufler, Ly penal
infliction, a death by tosture, in the most
rotracted agony, with what feelings wonld
}lc look on the populous city, the swarming
country, or even a crowded, mixed congre-
gation?  But what an infinitesimal trifle
that would be in comparison with what he
«oes believe in looking on these multitudes.
How, then, can they bear the sight ol the
living world around themn ?

As to religious teachers; if the tremen-
dous doctrine be true, surely it ought to be
almost continually proclaimed as with the
blast of a trumpet, inculcated and reiterated,
with ardent passion, in every possible form
of terrible illustration 5 no remission of tle
-alarm tothoughtiessspivits.  What! belicve
them in such inconceivably dreadful peril,
and not multiply and aggravate the terrors
to frighten them out of their stupor; deplor-
ing that all the horrilying representations

-in"the power of thought and langnage o
wmake, are immeasurably below the real
urgency of the subject ; and almost wishing
that somne appaling phenomenon of sight or
sound might break n to make the impres-
sion that no words can make. If we saw a
fellow mortal stepping heedlessly or dar-
ingly on the utmost verge of some dreadful

- precipice or gulf, w humane spectator would
raise and continue a shout, a seream, to pre~

- vent him. How then can it comport with

- the duty of preachers to satisfly themselves
with briel, oceasional refercnces to this aw-

* fu) topie, when the most prolonged thunder~

- ing alarm is but as the note of an infant, a

. bird, or an insect, in proportion 1o the hoiri-
ble urgency of the case? :

There has been, in some quarters, what
appeared to me a miserably fullacious wuy
of talkingy, which affects to dissuade fiom

dwelling on suel territying representations.
They have said,— These terrors tend only
to harden the mind 3 approach-thethonglt-
fess beings vather, and almost exclugively,
with the milder suasives, the gentle lau-
aguage of love.”” 1 camnot,of conrse, nean
to say, that this also js not to be one of the
expedients and of frequent application. But
I do say, that to make this the main re-
source is.not in cousisteney with the spirit
of the Bible, in which the larger proportion
of what is suid of sinners and addressed to
them, is pluinly in ¢ tone of menace and alarm.
Strange if it had been otherwise, when a
righteous Governor was speaking to a de-
praved, rebellivus race.  Also it is matter of
fact and experience,that itis very far oftenor
by impressions on fear that meu are actually

Let any one reeall what he has known of
such awakenings. Dr. Watts, all mild and
amiable as he was, and delighted to dwell
on the congenial topics, says deliberately,
that cf all the persons to whom his ministry
had been efficacions, only one had received
the first effectual impressions from the gentle
and attractive aspects of religion; all the
rest from the awlul and alatming ones—the
appeals to fear. And this is all but uni-
versally the manner of the divine process of
CONVersion. ‘

A number (not large, but ef great piety.
and intelligence) of “ministers within my
acquaintance, several now dead, have been
disbelievers of the doctrine in question ; at
the same time not feeling themselves imper-
atively ealled upon to make a public disa-
vowal 5 coatent with employing in their
wminstrations strong  general {erms in de-
nouncing the doomn of impenitent sinners.
For one thing, a consideration of the unrea~
sonable imputations and unmeasured suspi-
cions apt to be cast on any publicly declared
partial * defection from rigid orthodoxy, has
made them think they should better consult
their usefulness by not giving a prominence
to this dissentient point; while yet they
make no  concealment of it In private
communications, and in answer to serious in-
quivies. When, besides, they have consider-
cd how strangely defective and feeble is
the eflicacy, toalarm and deier careless, ir-
religious minds, of the temible doctrine itsell
notionally adwmitted by them, they have
thought themselves the less required to pro-
pound ene that so greatly qualifies the black-
uess of the prospect. They could net be un-~
aware of the giievous truth of what is so
strongly insisted on as an argument by the
defenders of the tenet—that thoughiless and
wicked men would be sure-1o seize en the
mitigated doctrine to encourage themselvis in
their impenitence. . But this is only the same
perverse and fatal use that they make of the
doctrine of grace and mercy through Jesus
Christ. It they will so abuse the truth, we
cannot help it.  But methinks even this fact
tells against the doctrine in question. If the
very nature of man, as creared, every indivi-
dual, by the sovereign Power, be in such des-
perate disorder, that there is no possibility of
conversjon and salvation except in the in-
stances where that pewer interposes with a
special and redecming eflicacy, how can we
conceive that the main proportion of the race
thus morally impotent (that is really and ab-
solutely impotent), will be etemnally punished
for the inevitable result of this mworal impo-

tence? But this [ have said before.
With all good wishes for the success of
your studies and ministrations, I am, dear
Sir, yours truly,

J. F.

LIBERTY OF CONECIENCE.

BY BROUGHADN.

As men will no longzer suffer themselves
to be led blindfold in ignorance, so will they
no more yield 1o the vile principle of judg-
ing and treating their follow creatures, not
according to the intrinsic merit of their ac-
tions, but according to the accidental and
involuntary coincidence of their opinions.
The great truth hay finally gone forth 1o the
ends of the earth, that man shall no more
render account to man for his belief, over which
he has himself no control. Hencetorward, no-
thing shall prevail upon us to praise or o
blame any one for that which he ean no
more change than he can the hue of his
skin or the heightof hisstature. Iencefor-
ward, trealing with entire respect those who
conscientiously differ from ourselves, the
only practical effect of the difference will
be, to make us enlighten the ignorance, on
one side or the other, from which it springs,
by instructing them, if it be theirs; our-
selves if it be our own ; to the end that the
only kind of unanimity may be produced
which is desirable among rational beings—
the agreement procceding from full convic-
tion, after the freest discussion.

A strong mind can proudly trivmph over
the oppression of paln, the vexations ([
disappointment, and the tyranny of fortuns.
—John Foster. '

awakened 10 flee from the wrath to come.,

DANCING.

BY DR. CIIANNING.
_

Dancing is an amusement, which has been
discouraged in our country by many of the
best people, and not without reason. ~ Dane-
ing is associated in their minds with balls ;
and this is one of the worst forms of social
pleasure.  L'he time consumed in preparation
Jor @ bell, the waste of {hought upon it, the
cxlravagince of dress, the late hours, the ex-
haustation of strength, the exposure of heualth,
and the languor of the succeeding duy,—ihese
and other evils, connected with this amuse-
ment, are strong reasons for banishing it
from the commuuity. But dancing ought
not therefore to be proseribed. On the con-
trary, balls should be discouraged for this
among other reasons, that dancing, instead
of being a rare pleasure, requiring elaborate
preparation, may become an every-day
amusement, and may mix wiih our common
intercourse. This exercise is among the
most healthful. The body as well as the
mind feels its gladdening influence. No
amuscment seems more to have a founda-
tion in our natuve. The animation of youth

overflows spontanconsly in harmonious
movements. The true idea of daneing en-

titles it to favor. Jts end is, to realise per-
fect grace in moiion ; and who does not:
know, that o sense of the graceful is one of
the higher faculties of our nmure? 1t is to
be desired, that daneing should hecome too
comnmon ameng us to be made the object of”
speeial preparation as in the ball; that
mewbers of the same fumily, when confin-
ed by unfuverable weather, should ceeur to
it for exercise and exhilaration; that
branches of the same family should enliven
in this way their occasionual meetings 3 that
it should fill up an hour in all the assem-
blages for relaxation, in which the young
fonn apart. 1t is 1o be desired, that this’
accomplistunent should be extended to the
taboring elasses of socicty, not only as an
innoceunt pleasure, but as a means of im-
proving the manners.  Why shall not grace=
tulness be spread through the whol. com-
munity 2 From the French nation, we
learn that a degrec of grace and reline-
ment of manners may perviule all classes.
The philanthropist and Christian must de-
sire 10 break down the partition-walls be-
tween human beings in different conditions
and one means of doing this is, to remove
the conscious awkwarduess, which confine-
ment lo iaborious occupations is apt 1o in-
duce. . Anaccomplishment, giving free and
graceful movement, though a far weaker
bond than inteltectual and moral culture,
still dees sornething to bring thosé who par-
take it, near each other.
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MONTREAL UNITARIAN CILURCIL

On the evening of Tuesday the 2d instant,
2 Soirée was held in the reoms of the base-
ment story of the Unitarian Cliurch of this

city, for the benefit of the Sunday School in
connection with the congregation. There

THE NEW PLANED,

In our last number we took oceasion to
introduce anctice of the new Planet recently
discovered by M. LeVerrier. In speaking
of its distance from the central bady of our
systen, we find a mistake has been made.
Having no other means of information on
the subject available at the time, we were
Ted to rely ou a newspaper paragraph.  We
saw it stated there, that the newly found
orb lay at three times the distance of Uranus
from the Sun. This is incorect. It lies
at about double the distance of Uranus from
the Sun; as every one will perceive from
the credible statements wow generally in
circulation.

DR. PRIESLTRLY,

The following paper relating to {he Jife and
character of this eminent man, was readat a
late meeting of the Mutual Tinprovement
Class in connection with the Dontrea] Unita-
rian Church, Tt is presented here in the
Irope that it will inlerest our readers as much
as it did those who listened to its perusal —
The particulars of Dr. Priestleys life, &e.
are abridged principally from his Memoirs,
cominenced by himself, and, after his death,
-continued and completed by his son.

¢ The life of Dr. Priestley has always:ap-
péared to me to furnish a beautiful and inter-
esting portraiture of the true Christian char-
acter; and perhaps my predilection for this
subject may in some mees<re be prompted by
the fact, that he was a faithful witness for,
and bright examplar of, that form of faith
which we regard as primitive and uncorrupi-
ed Christianity.  In religious inquiry, Dr.
Priestely united the most child-likesimplicity
of character with the most manly intrepidity.
e had a finn conviction that by Trath no
man was ever injured 3 and he was always
ready, ¢ through good report and ewil re-
port,” to follow wherever she should Tead,
without any regard to conmsequences. Ilis
other studics and puisuits, great and impor-
tant as they were, were regarded as nothing
in comparison with religion ; and on this:sub-
jeet he delighted most to exercise the ener-
wies of his vigorous and inquiring mind. To
the study of the Seriptures he brought a re-
verent and devout spirit, and defended its
historic and prophetic anthority with an- ear~
nestness and power seldom, if ever, egualled.
And to this reverence for the Word of God
may be attributed his bold and uncompromis-
ing opposition to what he believed 1o be the
inventions and corruptions of men.

As a philosopher, Dr. Pricstiey, eminent as
he was, was perfectly free from the slightest
approach to vanity 5 and thongh distinguished
as an inventor and discoverer, he never en-
tertained any petly jealousy abeut prior dis-
covery. Tlhe progress of knrowledge was his
sole object; and he was quite indifferent
whether the discovery of new facts was made
known by himself or by another.

As a metaphysician, he advanced doc-
trines which even to many of his best friends
appeared startling, whilst from others he
drew down upon himself an opposition often

were nearly two hundred persons preseuit,
many of them being Christian friends from
other denominations, The school-room was
connected with a saloen for reflreshments,
and the larger room adjoining served, for the
time, all the purposes of a drawing room.
The latter was tastefully decorated, and the
former was provided with tables amply and
elegantly furnished by the industry and
iberality of the ladies. ~

After tea, the chair was taken by William
Workman, Esq., and the meeting was ad~
dressed by the minister of the ehurch and
severalothergentlemen.,  Ateleven o’clock
the assemblage separated highly gratified
with the proceedings of the evening.

On Sunday evening, the 7th instant, a
discourse was delivered, according to an-
nouncement, in the Unitarian Church of this
city, on the present distressed condilion of
the people of Irgland.  The church, on this
oceasion, was completely filled in overy
part—chairs and benches being placed in
the aisles. The large congregation, which
must have been composed of persons of
various origins and denominations, seemed
deeply interested in the subject presented
to their notice, and listened throughout the

discourse with a marked attention.

exhibiting itself in coarse vituperation and
invectives but these were lost sight of by
im, or were regarded as the idle wind, in
his cager pursuit of right, and his devoled
loyalty to the sacred cause ‘of truth,

Few men have had to struggle for so many
years with circumstances more straitened
and precarious than Dr. Priestley ; few men
have ventured to attack so many and such
invelerate prejudices respecting the prevalent
religion of his country; few have had to en-
counter more able opponents in his literary
career; or have been exposed to such inces~
sant and vindictive obloquy from men of
every descriplion, in return for his unremit.
ting exertions in the cause of truth : yet none
have more uniformity proceeded witiy a sin.
gle eye, regardless of consequences, to act as
his convictions impelled him, and his consci~
ence dictated.

Dr. Driestley, it has been said, was a man
of perfeet simplicity of character. IHe laid
open his whole mind and purpose on ali ocea-

direct means. In integrity and disinterested-
ness, in the striet performance of every social
duty, no one could surpass him. His temper
was casy and cheerful, his affections were
kind, bis dispositions f!ricndly. Such was
the sweeiness of his manner in social inter-
course, that many who entertained the
strongest prejudices against him on account
of his opinions, were converted inlo friends
on a personal acquainiance.

A deeply-rooted conviction of the henevo-
lence of that Being who overrules all events,

and who, he said, ““always took more care

sions, and always pursued avowed ends by -—

i
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of him than he did of himself,” made him
checrful and happy under all the vicissitudes

of life.  Even the cruel persecutions

which he was subjected, could not shake his
faith in the dignity and worth of human na-
ture ; and though his affection and friendship
for the few friends who stood by him unshaken
in the hours of trial, were ardent and sincere,
his sympathies and his labours were for all
mankind. The works of Driestley are the
possession of the world,~—they arc part of the
inheritance of each of us ; but the glory of his
life of simple holiness and upright integrity,
may be claimed, in a peculiar sense, by Uni-
tarians,—a sect which, small and despised as
it has been, has ever been rich in disciples
whose deeds have ennobled, whose intellects
have enriched, and whore virtues have bless-
ed mankind ; and among the first of these
claiming our admiration, gratitude, and re-

verence, stands the name of PuesTLiy.

I proceed to give a brief sketch of the

far short of .£30 per annum. ¢ [ wvas harely
able,” he says, ¢ with the greatest econo-
to [ my, to keep out of debt (though this I al-

ways made a point of doing at all events);
and had it not been for Dr. Benson and Dr.
Kippis, I do not belicve that I could have
subsisted. T shall always remember their
kindness o me at & time when I stoed so
mueh in need of it.** At Needham, Dr.
Priestley felt the effects of a humble situa-
tion, and the want of popular talents (owing
principally to an impediment in his speech).
“FEven my mnext neighbour,®® he says,
“wwhose sentiments were as free as my own,
and known to be so, declined making ex-
changes with e, becanse the more gentee!
part of his hearers always absented them-
selves when they heard I was to preach
for him, Bul visiting that couniry some
years afterwards, when I had raised my-
self to some degree of notice in the world,
and being invited to preach in that very

life of this eminent man, abridged from au- p\ﬂlp\it’, ﬂ}c samne pllmplc crawded to hear m'e,
thentic sonrees ; and shall conclude with a {3 they professed to admire one of 1 e
few remarks on his writites aud on some of | 54me discourses they had formerly despised.

the more prominent and interesting traits
his character.

Dr. Priestley was born on the 13th

of | AMter a residence of three years at Need-
ham, Dr. Pricstley accepted the charge of

] a congregation at Nantwich, in Cheshire,
0

v 010 which he joined a school. In the busi-
March, 1733, at Fieldhead, near Leeds, in

Yorkshire. His father was engaged in the
cloth manufacture, and was a Dissenter of

the Calvinistic persuasion.  Joseph was

his youth adopted by an aunt, a pious and ex-
cellent woman, by whom he wus sent to se-
veral schools in the neighbourhood, and
finally to the Dissenting Academy at Da-
ventry, being designed for the ministry, ¢ 1
was brought up,”® he says in his account of
himself, “‘with sentiments of piety, but
without bigotry; and having, from my earliest

years, given much atlention to the subject

reiigion, I was as much confirmed as I well
could be in. the principles of Calvinism,—all
the books that came in my way having

that tendency. Having read many books

experiences, and, in consequence, helieving
that a new Dirth, produced by the immediate

agency of the Spirit of God, was necessary

salvation, and nol being able to salisly mysell
that I kad experienced any thing of the kind,
I felt occasionally such distress of mind as
it is not in my power to describe, and which
Istill look back upon with horror. I ima-
gine,”® he conlinues, that even these con-
licts of mind were not without their use, as
they led me to think habitually of God and a
future state.  And though my feelings were

ness of education he was indefatigable ; and
here his reputation as a man of varied
knowledge and active enquiry began to
extend itself. TIn 1761, after a residence
of three ycars at Nantiwich, he was invit-
ed by the trustees of the Dissenting Aca-
demy at Warringlon to occupy the post of
tutor in the langnages. In this situation he
conlinued six years, and in the second year
he married 2 daughter of Mr. Wilkinson,
an ironmaster, near Wrexham, in Wales,
This proved a very suitable and happy con-

in

of

nexion, his wife being, o use his own words
descriptive of her, < a woman of an excellent
understanding, much improved by reading,
of great fortitude and strength of mind, and
of a temper in the highest degree afec-
tionate and generous,—fceling strongly for
others, and little for herself,”? At War-
rington, Dr. Priestley obtained the title of
Doctor of Laws fron: the University of Fdin-
burgh s and the situation he held, afforded
him the advantages of cultivating an exten-
sive acquaintanes with books and with men
of literary eminence.  lHere he published
his History of Eleetricity, a work undertaken
at the recommendation of Dr. Franklin, Dr.
Watson, aud Dr. Price (to all of whom he
had been introduced, whilst on n visit, a

of

to

then, no doubt, too full of ferror, what re-

heads ot his eongregation agreeing to keep
an assistant to supply his place during his
absence 3 but he was snbsequently inform-
ed that he was objected 1o by some cleray-
men on the Board of Longitude, on account
of his religions prineiples.

About this time, whilst on a visit to Arch-
doacon Blackburne, at Richmond, com-
meneed his imtimacy with the Rev. Theo-
philas Lindsay, the Rector of Catieriek,—
“an intimaey,” says De Priestely, ¢ which
has been the source of more real satisfaetion
to me than any other eircwmstances in my
whole life.  Mr. Lindsay,” he adds
discovered to me that he was uneasy in his
sitnation. At first T was not forward to en-
courage him in i, but rather advised him
to make what alteeation he thought proper
in the oflices of the Chureh, and leave it to
his superiors to dismiss him if they chose.
Bat his better judament, and greater forti-
tude, led him to give up all connection with
the Established Chareh, of his own aceornd.
This tvok place about the time of my leav-
ing Leeds; and it was not unlil long after
this, that I wag apprized of all the ditlicul-
ties he had to strnggle withy before he eonld
accomplish his purpose. But the opposition
made to it by his neavest friends, and those
who mizht have been expected to approve
of the step that be took, and o have enden-
voured to malke it casy to him, was one of
the areatest. Notwithstanding this, he left
Cattevick, where he had  lived in allln-
enee, idolized Ly his parish, aud went to
London without any certain prospeet, where
hie Jived in two rooms on a ground floor;
until, by the assistance ol his friends, he
was able to pay for the use of the upper ap-
partments, which the state of his heahth ren-
dored necessary.  In this hnmble situation

“ goon
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tion of the report, and stated that the papes
had been prepared solely by the gentleman
who presented it, without a suggestion on the
part of the Directors.

Mr. Allen then remarked upon the fact
that there were generally supposed to he but
two Unitarian societies in this city 3 but that
there were in reality ten which were truly
Unitarian, as denying the fundamental tencts
of the Calvinistic theology, especially the
doctrine of the Trinity. O these, two are
of the Christian denomination, four Univer-
salists, two Hicksite Friends, and two of our
own. 1n the Staie there are 500 societies
who hold to the sbict Unity of God; in the
United States 3,000.  All these we onght to
hail as brethren. They hold the peculiae
distinetive faith, on account of which men
cast out our names as evil 3 and we should
give them the right hand of fellowship, which
is elsewhere dented 1o them and to us. e
was glad that onr brotherhood with these sects
wis alluded to in the Report.

Mr. Warren now offered a resolution,
which Tie said was olfered twenty years ago
at Boston, but would he equally appropriate
now ; and he would read it, hoping some gen-
teman present would make it the ground of
some remarks. The resolution was as fol-
lows:—

Resoleed, That the opportunities daily pre-
senting themselves for the spread of Unitarian
trith, eall for an increase of teachers, and o more
strennons eflort on the part of its fiends,

The Rev. DMy, Robins, of thoston, came to
sympathize with New Yok, but he believed
e should go away sympathizing with Boston,
He cane as astranger might 3 to look on, not
intending fosay a wonl: but he felt impelled
Lo rise, to give his testimony of approbation o
what had been done, and to wanifest his

have 1 passed some of the most pleasing
hours of my life, when, in conseqence of
living withh Lord Shelburie, Y spent my
winters in London.  On this oceasion il
was that my inthmacy with Mr. Lindsay
was much improved; and an entire coneur-
rence in everytling that we thought to be
for the interest of Clristianity, gave fresh
warmnth to onr friendship. To his society
Lowe much of my zeal for the doetrine of
the divine Unity, for which he made so
great sacrifices, and in the defence of
which he so muel distinguished hmsel{
as 1o oceasion 1 new era jn the history of
relicion in this conntry.  As we became
wmore jutimate, confiding in his hetler taste
and judgment, and also in that of Mus.

sympathy in this eflort fo spread the know-
ledgge of < the Taith once delivered to the
saints.”  Though a stranger, he felt himself
among brethren and friends. 1le concluded
his remarks hy exhorting the workmen who
hadd beun so admirably to keep the plongh-
share bright in the field of God, trosting 1im
to prepare the soil for the sced, and bring it
to a glorious harvest.

De. Cook, at the close of the proceedings,
announced thal the Assoctation had obtained
from the Legistature an act of incorporation,
which was tead and acceepied 5 and after a
few business resolutions, the meeling ad-
journed.

short time before, in London). Thiswas the
first fruits of that inventive and sagncious
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BOOKS FOR SALE,
AT
b spirit by which he afterwards rendeved him={ ljin, 1 never chose to publish any thing of
tion which can never be eflaced, and, Lhope, | self so celebrated i the walk of natural : i

. ; C. BRYSON'S BOOK-STORE,
N ] " { moment relating to theology without con-
was strengthened as T advaneed in life, and | philosophy. It was several times reprinted, | sulting him ; and hardly ever ventured to | 87T, FRANCDILS RAVIEBR STREET,
f‘?‘l““ed more rational notiens of religion. jwas transiated into foreign lunguages, and | insert anything that theéy disapproved, be~
The remembrance, however, of what I some- { procured for him admission into the Royal | in.r sensible that my disposition led to pre-
timnes r(flt in that state Of 1gnorance and dark- Society, This work was underinken with- (!i}n]it{\ll(!\', to whiclt their coolness was 2
ness, gives me a peculiar sense of the value | out the least idea of deoing any thing more | spusonable check.”
of rational principles of religion.”? than writing a_distinet and methodical ac- [0 It} CONCLURED 1¥ OUR NEXT-}
At Daventry he spent three years, during | count of all that had been done by others.
which his acute and vigorous mind was ex-|Having, however, a pretty good macline, (From the New York Christian Tnguirer.)
panding in free inquiry and diversified pur- hie was l(:_d to endeavour tonscertain several ANNUAL MERETING OF THE UNITA-
suits. Of the Academy in this place, founded | facts which were disputed; and this led RIAN ASSOCIATION
hy the celebrated Dr. Doddridge, he says:|Lim, by degrees, into a large fieid of ori- OF TIE STATE OF NEW TORK.
“In my time, the Academy was in a stale | ginal experiments. )
peculiarly favourable to the serious pursuits| After being for six years at Warrington,
of truth, ‘as the sindents were about equally } most laborivusly empluyed for nothing more or o o o Enise UsivERSELg : 7
divided upon every question of much impor- | than a bare subsistence, he accepted an in- | Unity, on Monday evening, 11th January, ) sh o 5“‘1“5 e U Rl~‘;‘“ ll)l WD -
tance, in consequence of which all the topics | vitation to take charge of the congregation | {hie Presideat, Z. Cook, Esq., in the chair. q,-l,m_"l? I:_" ' ‘.r‘_' Vit ‘1"‘1;’( i ar Uilc.
of theological orthodoxy and heresy were the | of Mill-Hill Chapel, Leeds.  The liberality Rev. Mr. Robins, of Boston, opened the Martiean. I:‘“ ut de Fanglats,
subject of continual diseussion. Our tutors | of the persons composing it, and his own | meeting with prayer, and the Annual Report Scrierunke Proors axn Scuerprunarn In-
also were ol different opinions: Dr. Ash-|predilection for the Christian ministry, reit- | of the Association was then read by the Chair- | LS TRATIONS or Unrraniasisy. By John
_ worth taking the orthadox side of every ques- | dered this a very agreeable situation 10 1 man of the Board of Directors, Richard War- Wilson. 3rd Xdition, rovised and enlarged.
tion 3 and Mr. Clark, the sub-tutor, that of {him; and here he resumed with his chavae- § yon, Bsq. Tor Coxcrssions oF TRISITARIANS 3 being
heresy, though always with the greatest mo- | teristic ardour, his theological studies. Be- | Rev. Mr. Bellows said that, though disa- | a Selection of Extracts from the most emi-
desty. . The general pilan of our studies, {sides the Theological Repository— -a period- | bled by asevere cold, he could not aflow the {nent Biblieal Critics and  Counmentators.
which may be seen in Dr. Doddridge’s pub- | ical publication—his works on various ques- | report to pass in silence, lest the very walls| 1y John Wilson.
lished lectures, was exceedingly favourable jtious connected with religion were numer- | should ery out. e praised its direciness,itsj  IJhisronic axp Arrisric ILLUSTRATIONS oF ‘
to . free enquiry, as we were referred to au- | ous, and evidenced the zeal with which he | husiness-tike tone, its unvarnished truthful-| e Turxery; showing the Rise, Progress,
thors on both sides of every question, and [was inspired.  But his labours were nol | ness; and procecded to disclaim for the clergy | and Declme of th: Doctring, with Elucida-
were even required to give an account of | confined to the closet: he was exceedingly | any merit in what had been already accom- | tory Engravings. By the Rev. J. R, Beard,
them. Inthis situation, I saw reason to em- | assiduous in his pastoral duties ; and the In- | plished by the Association. IHe rejoiced that | D)., of Manchester, England.
brace what is generally called the heterodox | struetion of the youngin the principles of |:the work had been dene by laymen ; laymen Twrrve Lecrures in Hlustration and
side of almost every question.”> Oa quitting | religion, aiforded him peculiar pleasure. Tt had laid the foundations ; laymen were | Defence of Chiristian Unitarianism. DBy tho
the Academy, he accepted 2 situation to ofli- | was at Leeds that his attention was first ex- | building the walls of the Institution. As to|Rev. J. Scott Porter, Colleague Pastor of tho
ciate as minister to a small Preshyterian con-|cited, in consequence of his vicinity to & | what had been done, it might seem small, in | First Presbytevian’ Congregation, Belfast,
. gregation at Needham, in Suffolk, the salary [ public brewery, to thie_properties of fixed | comparison with what is accomplished where | Ireland.
_ promised him being :£40 per annum, but the |uir, which he found ready made in the pro- | numerical force is greater; but it is, never- CONTENTS:
most that he received from them was £30,|cess ot fermentation, and his experiments | theless, of great importance. 1t requires but | !.—Unitarianizm: What it is, and what it isnot.
whilst the expense of his board exceceded |led him so fur as to contrive a simple appa-

mained of them was a 'decp reverence for di-

Lindsay, & woman of the same spirit and
vine things, and intime a pleasing satisfac.

views, and in all respeets o help-meet for
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UE Eatire Works of Winnias RiLery

- Chnaxxmxg, DD in two volumes.

The Entire Works of the Rev. Onvinne
Dewey, D.D., Pastar of the Chureh of the
Messinl, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp.
857.

A Cosaentany oNy Thr Four Gosprrs.,
By the Rev. AL AL Livermore.

The Essexran Farrmov v Usiversan

8 N Yo vy, "t VSO .y, .

The Association held its annual meeting at ](;','li';fl",I,’-l{gtﬁ!]l}ﬁ.;’slll(‘,;(:]m the Bacred Records.

the Library of the Church of the Divine{ Y " faret oH e

£20.  Notwithstanding this, everything for
o while appeared promising, and he ‘was
happy in the success of his schemes for
promoting 1ihe interests of religion in the
place; but having commenced a course of
lectures on the theory of religion, which he

“ had composed whilst at the Academy, he

“found that when he came to treat of the
* Unity of God merely as an article of faith,

several of his audience were attentive to
nothing else but the soundness of his faith
in the doctrine of the Trinily. Ashemade
no secret of his real opintons, it was soon

ratus for impregnating water with it, and he
was enabled to make other interesting dis-
coveries counected with the doetrine of air.
At this time, he says, he had very little
knowledge of chemistry 5 and to this cir-
comstance he aitributes In some measure
the originality of the experiments which
produced these subsequent discoverios that
rendered him so celebrated, sinee otherwise
he might probably have followed somo
He subsequently published
the “Ilistory of Discoveries relating to Vi-

a spark of living fire, to set ofl a great train.
Uunitarianism is making progress, indirectly
as well as directly. Itis advancing not only
by the express teachings of the pulpit, but by
the continual droppings of the popnlar litera-
ture. T'here is a great deal of latent Unii-
arianism ; our business is io develope this,
Pablic sentiment is wailing to run in the
channel which we and we only can prepare
forit. Means, though small, if used with the
tight spirit, will accomplish great results,
Much has already been done. Men’s minds
are shaking off the trammels which they have

2.—Unitarianism the I'aith of the Old ‘'estament
3. —Unitarianism the IPaith of our Lord Jesus Cli.
4 & H.—~Unitarianism the Faith of the Apostles.
6.—Unitarianism the Iaith of the Primitive Ch.
7.-~Unitarianism a Rationa] Faith.
8.—Unitarianism a Devational ¥oaith,
9.—Unitarianism a Benevolent Faith.
10.—Unitarianism a Holy I'aith.
11.—Unitarianism & Consolntory Faith.
12, —Unitarianism a Progressive Faith,
Pravers for the use of Chivistian Families.
With a Preface recommending the Practico
of Family Worship. By the Rev. J. Scott
Porter.

sion, Light, and Colurs,” which, being a | learned to {eel so degrading. They will think

for themselves, and they are ready to accept
While at Leeds, a | a simple faith as soon as it is offered. 1t is

1 proposal was made to him to accempany { our duty 1o labour heart and soul that it may
- he succeeded took a decided part againsi} Capt. Cook in his second voyage to the | be offered toall.

‘him ;"and notwithstanding the principal fa~|South Seas; and as the terms werz very
milies continued with him, his salary fell jadvantageons,

found that he was an Arian. From the | work of much labour and expense, he pub-
time of this dicovery, his hearers fell oll'| lished by subscriptivn.
- apace, especially as the old minister to whom

Lectures oN Cunistran Docrrivg. By
the Rev. A. Peabody, Pastor of the Sonth
Congregational Clureh, Portsmouth, N. H.

Tar Avorocy or thr Rev. TnrorniLus
Lixnsayy M. A., on resigning the Viearugo
Mr, Cook expressed himself, in behall of} of Catterick, Yorkshive. -
Lie consented. to it,~~the | the Directors, much pleased with the recep-| Blontreal, December, 1846,
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G00D BYE, PROUD WORLD.

——

BY R. W. EMERSON.

‘Good bye, proud world, 'm going hotne,
M -

Thow’tt not ty friend, and I not thine ;
Long through thy weary crowds I roam 3
A river-ark on the ocean brine,
Long I've been tossed like the driven foam,
Bat now, proud world, 'm going home.

Good bye to Flattery's fawning face,
T'o Grandeur, wiih his wise grimace,
To upstart Wealth’s averted eye,

T'o supple Office low and high,

To crowded halls, to court, and street,
T'o frozen hearts, and hasiing feet,

T’ those who go, and those who come,
Good bye, proud world, Pm going home.

I'm roing 10 my own hearth-stone
Bosomed in you green hilis, alone,

A secret nook in a pleasant and,

Whose groves the {rolic fairies planned
Where arches green the live long day
Echo the blackbird’s roundelay,

And valgar feet have never trod

A spot that is sacred to thought and Gad.

O when I am safe in my sylvan home,

I tread on the pride of Greece and Rome ;
And when I am stretched beneath the pines
Where the evening star so holy shines,

1 laugh at the lore and the pride of man,

At the sophist schools, and the lenrned clan;
For what are they all in their high coneejt,
When man in the bush with God may meet,

SILENCE.

Let any true man go into silence  strip
himsclf of all pretence, and selfishness, aud
sensuality and sluggishness of soul; litt off
thought after thought, passion after passion,
titl he reaches the inmost deep of all ; re-
member how shoit a time, and he was not at
all; how short 3 time again, and he will net
be here ; open his window 2ad look upon the
night, how still its breath, how solemn 1ts
march, how deep its perspective, how ancient
its forms of light; and think how litile he

- knows: except the perpetuity of God, and the
mysteriousness of lile ; and it will be strange
if he does not feel the Lternal Presence as
close upon his soul, as the breeze upon his
brow ; if he does not say, «O Lord, thou art
ever near as this, and have I not known
thee 2~—if the true proportions and the ge-
nuine spirit of life do not open on his heart
with Intinile clearness, and show him the lit-
tleness of his temptations, and the grandeur of
his trust. e is ashamed tohave found wea-
riness in toil so light, and tears where there
wasno trial to the brave, He discovers with
astonishment how small the dust that has
blinded him, and {rom the height of a quiet
and holy love, looks down with incredulons
scrrow on the jealousies, and fears, and irri-
tations, that have vexed his life, A mighty

-wind of Resolution sets in strong upon him
and freshens the whole atmosphere of his
soul; sweeping down befare it the lLight
flakes of difficulty, till they vanish like the
snow upon the sea. Ile is imprisoned no
more in a small compartment of time, but be-
longs to an eternity which is now and lere,
The isolation of his separate spivit passes
away ; and with the countless multitude of
souls akin to God, he is but as a wave of His
unbounded deep.” He is at ane with Heaven,
and hath found the secret place of the
Almighty.

All great things are born of silenece. The
fary indeed of destinctive passion may start
up in the hot conflict of life, and go forth
with tumultuous desolation. Butall benificent
and creative power gathers itself logether in
silence, ere it issues out in might, Force
itsell indeed.is paturally silent, and only
makes itself heard, if at all, when it strikes
upon obstructions to bear them away as it
returns (o equilibrium again. The very hur-
ricane that roars over land and ocean, flits
noiselessly through spaces where nothing
meels it.  The blessed sunshine says nothing,
as it warms the vernal earth, tempts out the
tender grass, and decks the field and forest in
tligir glory. Silence came before creation,
and the heavens were spread with a word.
Christ was born at dead of night ; and though
there has been no power like his, *“le did
not strive nor cry, neither was his voice
“heard - in the streets.> Nowhere can you
find any beautiful work, any noble design,
any durable endeavor, thal was not matured
in long and patient silence, ere it spake out in
is accomplishment..  Fhere it is thal we ac-

cumulate the inward power which we distri-
bute and spend in action; put the smallest
duty before us in dignificd and holy aspects;
and reduce the merest hardships beneath the
foat of our self-denial. Theve it is that the
soul, enlarging all jts dimensions at once,
acquires a greater and more vigorous being,
and gathers up its collective forces to bear
down upon the picce-meal difliculties of life,
and seatfer them to dust.  There alone can
we enfer into that spirit of self~abandonment,
by which we take up the cross of duty, how-
ever heavy, with feet however worn and
bleedinz they may be. And thither shall
we return again, only into higher peace and
more trivmphant poiver, when the Jabor is
over and the victory won, and we are called
by Death into God’s loftiest watcli-tower of
Contemplation.—Jumes Marlineau.

THE NAME OF ‘ UNITARIAN!

Most controversies would be at an end, if
the terms nsed could be defined accurately,
and to the satisfaction of both parties engaged.
Many of our own body object to the retention
of the name of Unitarian, But we must be
called by some title to distinguish us from
others, when the faith we hold is spoken of,
and the word Unitarian is as simple, signifi-
cant, and modest, as any that can be devised.
If we call ourselves Christians, some may
ohject that we virtually exclude others from
that beautiful name, by appropriating to our-
selves, as the “ evangelical > denominations
tacitly deny that thuse, not thus called, are
called evangelical or according to the Gospel.
If, tao, we call ourselves Chdistians, we con-
found ourselves with a large and growing de-
nominalion already known by that title, and
as much contradistinguished also from other
sects by that term, as by any other sectarian
name that was ever employed ; showing the
impossibility of wholly avoiding sectarianism,
if we have any distinct theology of our own.

1. The Unitarian, according to Worcester’s
Dictionary, is *‘an Anti-Trinilarian; one
who allows divinity (deity) to God the Fa-
ther alope.”? The name therefore is pro-
foundly significant of one of the greatest dis-
tinctions that ever was made in human
iaith and the science oftheology, and is by no
means that barren, negative, and equivocal
term, which some even of our friends repre-
sent it.

2. The term in its secondary sense, may
mean that body of Liberal Christians, which
entertains no rigid identity of opinion, but
holds to oneness ol spirit in'the Gospel faith,
and which in thet generous unity of affection
and aspitation, not of creed, arrives at the ge-
nuine fellewship of the disciples of Christ; a
fellowship where each one respeets his own
sincere convictions too much to be willing to
coerce or punish the sincere convictions of
others; a fellowship where individuals, with
theiy free and independent and natural char-
acteristics, without being cut down to one
dead uniformity, enjoy the union of living
hearts, atuned to tolerate and love one ano-
ther, not the assent of minds broken and
schooled 1o think alike.

3. Far be it from us to encourage the bi-
woiry and intolerance of sectarianism, but itis

and simple teachings of Christ, but the letters
of Paul, “hard to be understood,” according
to the confession of one of his brother apos-
tes—and if hard then, how much harder
now I—constitute the basis of the Theology
now predominant in the Greek, the Roman
Catholie,and the Trinitarian and Calvinistic
Protestant Churches.

MIRACLES.

There is a confusion in some minds about
miracles.  An undue importance has been
attached to the difference between what is
called nefural, and what we term superna-
turgl. The greal question is, has the world
aplan? Madit an author? s there a God,
whose power js resistless, and whose agency
is universal 7 [f there be, the importance of
that difference is much diminished, or rather,
the nature of that difference is more distinetly
ascertained.  The reluctance of some to ad-
init such a thing as a miracle, and the horrors
of others at those who doubt miracles, are
alike exaggerated. They both seem to as-
ciibe an independent and inherent foree to
the laws of natuie, That expression conti-
nually misteads. With the admission of a
providential plan, the phrase luw of nalure
can only mean, the unitormity of exertion of
the Divine agency. The supernatural is,
then, distinguished from the natural, not by
its greater difficulty of accomplishment, bat
stmply by its rareness.  The natweal and the
supernatural are alike God’s acts, only the
one is common, the other uncommon; but
both rational and credible ; as both may be
portions of a common plan, directed to a
common object. It is a bad delinition of a
mitacle, that it violates a law of nature.
What we call laws of nature, are of ditferent
ordeis in an ascending scale, and each is
liable to an apparent suspension, hy the inter-
positior: of that which is above it. The prin-
ciples of mechanical action are often sus-
pended by coming in contact with those of
chemical combination, as those of chemicay
comnbination are, wheve the principle of vita-
lity is introquced. There is yet a higher set
of laws, those of mind, interlering with and
modifying all below § and above these, in the
universal plan, are moral principles, ‘which
may necessite still more comprehensive and
striking deviations, but which equally cloim
Lo be included in that great code which shall
comprise the laws of nature. 1In this view
resurrection may be as much in the order of
nature, and be as improperly called, the vio-
lation of a law,'as birth or death, or even the
compmonest instance of cause and eflect in a
mechanical operation.  Could ali the mira-~
cles of the Old and the New Testament be
accounted for naturally, i.e., could they be
assigned to a lower class of the laws of na-
ture, rather than to the highest, they would
still demonstrate plan, divine plan; and it
wonld therefore still be true that Moses had
his mission to deliver Israel, and Christ to
redeem the world.—TF. J. Fog.

SENTIMENTAL AND RELIGIOUS
NOVELS,

(From Brownsow’s Review.)

plain that necessity compels every thing to
have its name, every party and sect and man
to have his designation, for only thus canone
person, or set of opinions, or faith, escape be-
tug confounded with another. If we arein
fact Unitarians, why do we object to heing
thus ealled ? Is it because it is an odious
name? Then do we hesrtate to be classed
with some of the holiest and truest men of

history, because they hore an unpopular title,*
Is it because the word does not perfeetly de-

scribe our faith? What term does precisely
suit any set of doctrines 7 It is after all only
an approximation tothe truth. Weare oblig-
ed in this world to deal with wholes, not with
halves. 1f we call ourselves hy a new name,
we but make a new sect, and increase the dif-
ficulties we profess to deprecate. And after
all, how litile it matters what we are called,
in comparison with what we are. '

THE TERM ‘EVANGELICAL,'

This signifies liferally, ¢ according to the-

Gospel **; from Evangelion, Gospel.” It is
used to designate the true faith in distinction
from heresy, and the orthodox from the heter-
odox party. But its modern application is
singularly forced, and inappropriate and pre~
suming. All gects hold to the Gospel; the
questions on which they divide are, What
15 the Gospel 2 what does it teach ?, what re-
quire? hey are questions of interpretation,
inference. e
Again; if by ““evangelical » 'is meant, ac-
cording to the Gospel, or the Gospels, the term
we conceive to be wholly misapplied. For
the systems of Trinitarianism and Calvinisin,
thus called, quote by far the majority of their
pioof texts from the Episties of ihe New Tes-
tanient, not from the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and-John. They would there-
fore much ‘more properly be termed “epis-

tolical® than * evangelical.”” Not the plain

‘¢ The age in which we live Is a sentimen-

—N
us, comes, usually disgnised as an. angel of
light. It he came in hisown shape, In his
real character, we shonld at once recognize
and resist himj but ceming disguised under
the appearance of something which is held
to be innocent and worthy to be encouraged,
he is abie to destroy the equilibrium of the
character, to produce a morbid state of the
affections, and 1o take from us all power to
resist in the hour of trial.

We speak not, of course, against genuine
warmth of heart, real tenderness of feeling,
and strength of affection.  Nay, we are plead-
ing their cause. The sickly refinement, the
morbid sentimentality, which the popular
literature of the day has such a direct ten-
dency to foster, is no less fatal to them than
to piety and clarity. Your inveterate novel-
reader cannot love, in any worthy sense of
the term.  Her heart is bluse before she is out
of her teens. Her whole being, body and
soul, heart and mind, inside and out, from top
to bottom, is diseased, full of wounds aud
putrifying sores. She has no health, no
soundness, no strength to bear even the appli-
cation of a remedy.
ingly, vent inuch exqgnisite sentiment, but if
you want to find much warmth of heart, ge-
nuine affection, or a noble and disinterested
deed, go not near her. Tt is this morkid sen-
sibility, this enervating and corrupting senti-
mentality, which the popular literature of the
day encourages, that we oppose, and every
enlightened censor of morals does and must
oppose.??

TIIE PRESS.

Douglas Jerrold says the power of the press
is as houndless as that of society.
the throne; it is encloséd in the cottage. Tt
can pull down injustice, however lofty, and
raise up lowliness, however deep, 1t casti-
zates erimes, which the law canonly punish,
without repressing them, Wherever an eye
can see or a hand can write, there is the
press. Dersons in dribulation rely on it for
redress, and they feel sure that wrong will
not go unpunished if it known to the journals,
Like light, it penetrates into every nook and
coiner of society,and cauries health and heat-
ing on its beams. It nips rising abuses in the
bud. It stops the tide of tyranny when set-
ting in tull flocd. It derives its vast power
from the principle of its Leing. Secking out
truth and representing reason, it concentrates
on one point the whole moral power of so-
ciety, and persnades and governs without
violence, by the mere knowledge that the
physical power of society is alwavs ready to
vindicate the right: ~.As it comes. into operu=
tion, the course of society becomes uniform
and equal, and as it is obtained without thosa
convulsions and rebellions by which a rude,
unlettered people make their will known,

TIIE FALLEN BROTHER,

A man possesses an extremely low and
grovelling mind, who rejoices at the downful
of another. A noble heart, instead of de-
nouncing, as a consummaie scoundrel, one
who has erred, will throw around him the
mantle of charity and the arms of love, and
labour to bring him back to duty and to God.

tal age, and sentimentalism jis the deadliest
enemy to true piely, and to all real strengih
or worth of character. It enervates the soul,
subverts the judgment, and lays the heart
epen to every temptation. The staple litera-
ture of our times, the staple literature of our
youth of both sexes, is sentimental novelsand
love-tales, and the effect is manifest in the
disased state of the public mind, and in the
growing clfeminacy of character and depra-
vation of morals. Nature herself has made
ample provision for the passion and the*senti-
ment ol love, and they cannot be excited to
an unnatural aclivity by the charms of ima-
gination and ithe magic of poetry, without
involving the most grave consequences.
The early Christians chanted the praises of
virginity, and employed .their imagination
and poetry to win souls to God not to madden

Jtwo young persons with a blind and often a

fatal passion for each other, and we do not
well in departing from their example,

¢¢ All hooks which seck the sources of their
interest in the passion orsentiment of love are
to be distrustedl, and so indeed are all which,
no ‘matler in what degree, foster a senlimen-
tal temdency.  Thie more delicate and refined
the sentimentality, and the more apparently
tnnocent and pure it may be, the‘more really
dangerous it is, Works which are grossiy sensu-
al disgust all in whom corruption hasnot alrea-
dy commenced ; not works which studiously
avoid every indellicate expression or atlusion,
which seem to breathe an air of purity itself]
excite no alarm, are read by the innocent and
confiding, bisinnate a futal peison hetore it is
suspected, .and create a lone and temper of
mind and heart which pave the way for cor-
wption.  Corruption generally, if not always,
begins in the sentiments, and in senliments
which in themselves are free from blame,
and which apparently cannot_he too stong or

active, The Devil, when he would seduce

We are not our own keepers.  Who knows
when we shall so far forget oursclves as to
put forth a right hand and sin? FHeaven
keep us in the navrow path, But if we should
fall, where would be the end of our course, if
in every face we saw a frown, and on every
brow we read revenge? Deéper and deeper
wonld we descend in the path of infamy;
when, if a differen! course were pursued, and
a different spirit were manifested towards us,
we might have stayed our carcer of sin, and
died an upright and honest man.

Beal gently with those who stray. Draw
them back by love and persuasion. A kiss is
worth a thousand kicks. A kind word is
more valuable to the lost than a mineof gold.
Think of this, and be on your guard, ye who
would chase {o the confines of the grave an
erring brother.—Portland Lribune.

A Goon Cuaracrer—A good characler
isto'a young man what a firm foundation  is
to the artist who proposes to erdet a building
on it he can buld with safety, and all who
behold it will have confidence in it§ solidity 4
a helping hand will never be wanted. But
lel a single part of this be defective, and you
£o at hazard, amiist doubting and distrust, and
ten to one it will tumble down at last, and
mingle all that was built oh it in'ruin. With-
cut a good character, paverly is @ curse;
with it, it.is scarcely an ¢vil. Happiness
cannot exist where good_character is not.
All that is bright in the hopes "of youth, all
that is ealm and blissful in the vale, of tears,
cenlres in.and'is derived from a good chir~
acter, Therefore, acquire this as the first
and most valuable,” " = L
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