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NO TEMPLE IN HEAVEN.
Rev xxi-22.

Jobn saw the “New Jerusalem” de-
scending out of heaven. It was far more
glorious than any earthly city. Its room
was large: its construction regular: it
was of pure gold, like unto clear glass:
the foundarions of its walls were precions
stones, which sparkled with the light of
eternal day : its gates were the costliest
pearls; every several gate of one pearl:
uts street was pure gold, as it were trans-
parent glass. The nations of them that
were saved walked in the light of it, and
the kings of the earth brought their glo-

and honour into it- Jobn saw all
is, saw it in vision, more vividly than we
behold any object in our night-dreams,
as vividly as we see the panorama of na-
ture spread out before our view, or we
look upon some city on earth with its
walls and palaces, and teeming multi-
tudes. John, whose ideas of a city were
taken from the earthly Jerusalem, of
which the temple constituted the chief
glory, naturally looked for the temple in
the heavenly Jerusalem, which he might
conceive would be of corresponding mag-
nificence with the city itself: but he says:
“1 saw no temple therein.” This, then,
was one of the features of the heavenly
dJerusalem : it bad no temple; buy, as 1t
is said, “the Lord God Almighty, and
the Lamb are the temple of it ”

Under this figure of a city is symboli-
cally represented to us the heavenly
state ; aad we shall consider what is im-
plied in this particular description of it,
that there is no temple therein.

A temple, is a place devoted to
the honour of God, dedicated to him,and
where he is expected to manifest his pre-

sence in a peculiar way. The heathen
temples had their Ceities enshrined in
them. They were accounted awful on
this very account. The Jewish temple,
had the peculiar manifestation ofJehovah,
within the holy of holies, in the visible
glory there, which only the high Priest
was permitted to approach, and that once
a year. This was the grand distinction
of the temple. God’s peculiar presence
was there. A glory Elayed above the
mercy seat. God was between the che-
rubim, ‘There he shone forthin answer
to the prayersof his people. In any part
of Judea God was not present as he was
in the temple. That was the throne of
his glory. In Jerusalem—on Mount Zi-
on—in the temple—within the holy of ho-
lies—there, God dwelt! “In Judah God
is known ; his name is ggeat in Isracl—
In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his
dwelling place in Zion.” *The Lord
hath chosen Zion : he hath desired it for
his habitation.” This is my rest for ever:
here will I dwell for I have desired it”
The very idea of a temple, then, implies
that God is circumseribed to one spot, so
JSar, atleast, as regards the peculiar mani-
JSestation af his presence. lle is there
more peculiarly than he is in any other

lace. Hence atemple is regarded as

oly. Hence Jerusalem was the holy ci-
ty: the temple was ihe sanctuary :
the outer court was the holy place;
the inner “1he holy ofholies.” Suchisa
temple ; and though it is not a temple we
have now—though God is present now
in no building as he was in tac temple of
old—although the peculiarity of a temple
has passed away—there is no shechinah,
no visible glory, yet the house of God on
carth is_the place where he is especially
spiritually present to his people. He has



243

promised especially to be thero. In all
places where he has recorded his name,
he is to come unto his worshipping peo-
ple, and to bless them  Such is still the
distinetion of the house of God. God is
peculiarly present there. What true wor-
shipper will not confess this? He may not
have Jehovah's natural perfections mani-
fested : perhaps he must go into nature
itself for this : there, in the mountain and
valley and plain, in the forest, in the ri-
vor, and wide-spreading verdure, and
o’er canopying sky ; or in the starry cope
of heaven, when night invites the enthu-
siast, or the worshipper, forth, to behold
God’s glories; and a breathing incense
seems to arise to the great Father of all:
the worshipper ofGod may sce more of his
naturalperfections,but it is undoubtedly in
thesanctuarythat he learnsmore ofhis mer-
at m}rfection,—-that God reveals himself
to him in another way than he does unto
the world, and he is bebeld in the face of
Jesns Christ.  Yes, the true worshipper,
the believer, thusfinds God present in the
sanctuary.

In heaven, however, God will not be
eonfined to one place of manifestation.—
His glory will not be enskrined, but eve-

where diffused : it will fill all heaven.
he worshipper will not need to repair
to one place or another to behold it. He
will be encompassed by it: he will be
pervaded by it: it will be around him
and within bim. No part of heaven will
be more consecrated than another, by
the presence of God. There will be no
place 5o sacredeby the visible manifesta-
tion of God’s presence as to claim the
name of a temple, or the distinction ap-
propriate to it. The whole of heaven
will be a temple It will be all holy un-
to the Lord, and conscerated hy his pre-
sence. 1t will be all the tabernacle, the
dwelling place, of the Most High. Hence,
while there will be no temple in heaven,
all heaven will be a temple: the taber-
nacle of God will be with men, and he
will dwell among them. John saw mo
temple in the city: the city was a tem-
ple, one temple where God and Christ’s
presence was cverywhere; the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb! How
different from the earthly Jerusatem!
How ditferent from what obrains still!
‘We have oor san~tuary, if not our tem-
ple. Thither we repair to meet with
God. We go into his tabernacles: we
worship at his footstool : we come into
his courts: we bring an offering with us.
In heaven, the saint will never be out of
God’s presence : he will always ULehold
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his face : he will dwell in the light of his
countenance. I saw,” says John, % no
temple therein.”

A temple is a place where God is pe-
culiarly worshipped. (God might be wor-
shipped anywhere, of old, but his temple
was the peculiar scene of Lis worship.—
There his people sung aloud unto (iod
their strength : they made a joyful noise
unto the God of Jacob. They brougls
the timbrel, the pleasant harp, and the
psaltery ; they b‘ew the trumpet in the
new moon, in the time appointed,on their
solemn feasts. This was a statute for Is-
rael, a law of the God of Jacob. The
courts of the temple were filled with the
praises of God, when the multitudes as.
cended together to serve the Lord. The
psalmist accordingly says: ¢ Make a joy-
ful noisc unto the Lord, all ve lauds,
serve the Lord with gladness; come be-
fore his presence with thanksgiving. Fu-
ter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into bis courts with praise.” Still is the
house of God the place where be is to be

eculiarly worshipped, where his praise
15 to ascend. God loves the homage of
the solitary worshipper, but undoubted-
ly the offerings o% united homage and
praise are more acceptable to him.  The
single voicz is not so grateful to him as
the loud acclaim of multitudes—just as
the grove has not its single note, but God
has filled it with song—-and all nature
sends up its thousand voices in adoration
or praise tothe Creator. All heaven
willbe a tem);lc in this respeet. Tv will
be filled with praise. Not one place
more than another in it will be distin-
guished by this exetcise, or hear the
praises of Jehovah. The whole multi-
tude that crowd its ample courts will
give praise to the Lord. ~ It will be one
court of praise. Its vast compass will be
vocal with the many anthems of the re-
deemed, ar.d of the Angelic throng, like
the rush of ocean, like many wa
ters, like the thunders of the heavens
when they are uttering the voice of God!
Sn universal will be the chorus—such will
be the multitude of worshippers blending
their voices in one!

Again, a temple is a place for sacrifice
and oblation, where God's favour is pro-
pitiated, and God shews himself werciful
and gracious. The provisions of the tem-
ple for this purpoge are well known : they
must be familiar to all. There was the
altar of burnt offering—the golden altar
of incenso—the mercy scat: there were
the various sacrifices: thore were the
feast-days, and especially the great dav



THE MiSSIONARY RECORD.

of atonement—ail appointed with o view
ta the propidation of God's tavour; and
acuvmplishiqg this, because they were ty-
pical of Christy, and of his atpnement —
The temple and its appurtenances were
preuliarly designed for this very purpose.
It was contrary to law to burn incense
or offur sacrifices in any other place.—
Nor could they cat within their gates
the tithe of their corn, or their oil, or
their vine, or the tirstling of the tlock,
wor any vuw which they vowed, nor their
frec-will offering, nor heave otlerings of
their hand ; but they were o eat them
before the Lord their God, in the place
which beshould choose.  Such was God's
appotntment.  This no doulit was to im-
press the people with due solemnity in
the oflering of their sacrifices, and pre-
senting of their gifts, to prevent the sa-
cred character of these observances and
rites frowm being at all infringed, and thus
maintain the sanctity of God’s service.—
And though the sanctuary now has no
such observances, for they have all been
done away in Christ whom they served
to typify or represent ; and it issurround-
ed by no such sanctions ; or guarded by
no such restrictions ; but in all places we
may present our spiritual sacrifices, and
bring 10 God our offerings—yet the
church is especially the place where we
are to presest these sacrifices, and bring
our offerings to God, and it is there pe-
culiarly, in the ordinances of Christ’s ap-
pointment, that his one sacrifice is com-
memovated or set forth, and Chris® bim-
self is held up to view. This is done in
the sacraments of Cliist, and in the
preaching of the word. True, we are
not restricted to place in regard to these ;
but order and decency, as well as conve-
nience, require us to_have a place set a-
part, where God's ordinances may bedis-
pensed, and where we may call upon the
name of our God. And suchservices are
limited tc this carth. There will be no-
thing of them 11 heaven. - Allthescrvices
of the cartbly temple or sanctuary, ex-
cept, it may be, praise, will be at an end.
Their object wisl Lave been gained.—
What was their object? Was it not to
propitiate the favour of God, to depre-
cate his wrath, to seck the formsiveness of
sin, and to obtain everlasting life ? And
bave uot thesc ends been accomplished,
when heaven, the heavenly state, is reach-
ed? There, God’s favour will know no
end, noabatement, no change. Sin bas
been for ever taken away—its guilt cx-
piated by the great propitiation ; and
the redeemed have become even as the

243

angels of God. The only service then
will be praise, or such active obedicuce
to God’s will as may require all heaven
itself for its scope. ‘There will be no temn-
ple, therefore, in heaven. It were unne-
cessary.  There is no oblation to offer,
no sacrifice to make, no wrath to depre-
cate, no merey to obtain : no part of hea-
ven can be more holy than another, since
all heaven is filled with God’s holiness ;
his presence pervades it all ; and where-
ver praise is offered, or service rundered,
it will be the praise and service of holy
and perfeet bemgs, and must therefore be
aceeptable in God’s sight.

Again, a temple has only occasional
services. It is not perpetual homage or
praise that is oflered there.  In the'tem-
ple of Jerasalem it was only the service
of morc especial days, or scasons, that
was required  ‘Fhe tribes of Isracl had
to repatr thither only three times a-year,
on the occasion of the three great festi-
vals. The temple was open indeed eve-
ry day at stated hours for prayer—but
the more peculiar service of the temple
was reserved for the three great solemni-
tics—the feasts of the passover, of pen-
tecost, and of tabernacles. To these the
whole of Isracl was required to repair
{from the remotest corner of Julea—and
it *was a joyful sight to sce the tribes
wending their way by bill and valley,
Joountain and plains, to keep the
festivals  of the Lord, cach one
communing with another, aad glad be.
cause it was said uuto them: * let us go
up uato the house of the Lord.” Wemay
conceive them singing the songs of Zion
ou their way, and looking beyond the
temple on earth 1o the temple in heaven,
whete their songs aud serviees should be
uninterrupted, and it would not be only
a glimpse of God’s glory that they would
enjoy, but he should be beheld face to
face. In the sanctuary still it is but an
occasional attendance that can be given
—for the most part, but every Sabbath-
day, and but certain hours of that day.
In heaven it will be dificrent : therc will
be no temple there : it will not be a mere
temple service that will be required or cu-
gaged in there. All heaven will be atem-
ple, and every hour will be occupied in
the service of Jehoval.  There isno Sub-
bath day there: it is an eterual Subbath,
or Salbuth-Aceping : #there remaineth a
rest (or Sabbali-lwping) to the people of
God”  Is it not matter of regret to the
worshipper on carth, that the Sabbath
season is 50 short, and would he not glad-
Iy prolong it, it he ceuld, beyond the sin-
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le day in seven? But this is impossi-
le. The world has claims upon him,
which, if he does not permit them to en.
gross him, at least demand much of his
time. ‘This life has its claims as wcll as
the next.  The body must be cared for
as well as the soul: And withmany,these
occupy a very disproportioned share of
theirattention. This world is every thing:
this life is every thing: the body is every
thing, with them.  They forget that there
is a world beyond the present ; that there
is another fife beyond'this ; that the soul
has immortal wants which must net be
overlooked, however urgent or pressing
the wants of the body. The true people
of God-—those who worship God here in
the Spirit—reverse this order in their
concerns or interests. Eternity and not
time, the soul and not the Dody—the
next world and not this—occupy their
first regards: but even with respect to
them, it is but a scason or intervals, that
they can give to such objects or pursuits.
In heaven God and Christ and spiritual
things will be “all in all.” Their atten-
tion will be undivided, their interest un-
distracted, their time uninterrupted. It
will beall devotion, all high and holy
communion. It will be a mighty change
that will have passed upon the soul when
it has reached the heavenly state, when
it has entered within the gates of the
new Jerusalem. It will be absorbed in
God. God will be all in all toit. It
will supremely love him: it will be en-
tirely devoted to his glory : ibwillseek no
other happiness than his favour: it will
find suflicient employment in the contem-
lation of his perfections. Are not these
Just the very objects for which we go to
the sanctuary on earth >—to enjoy God
—1o0 glorify God—to contemplate him—
increase our acquaintance with him ?—
Now, these will furnish sufficient occu-
pation and happiness to the saint in hea-
ven. God's favour will be a never-ex-
hausting spring of happiness—his glory
an endless object of pursuit—his perfec-
tions an unfathomable mine of thought
and contemplation, It will be eternity,
infinity, that will open before the view of
the redeemed soul. Are there not the
wonders of creation—of a universe which
God bas filled with the manifestations of
his power and wisdom and goodness—to
s-an ?—yre there not the marvels of re-
demption to ponder ?—are there not the
at rhutes of God himself to contemplate?
* b1y not these well occupy eternity ?—
tispecially God in Christ, or Christ as
the way to God—the mysteries of God
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incarnate, the height and depth, and

Jength and breadth, of redceming love :

The unfathomable grace, the incompre.
hensible merey, the inconceivable love
of God, and Christ, and the blessed Spi.
rit: these will excite endless raptures,
and call forth eternal praises. It is on
these accounts that there is no temple in
heaven, and that John, when he was fa.
voured with « vision of the new Jerusa-
lem, aud naturally looked for the temple,
corresponding, it may be, though infinite.
ly superior, to the temple in the earthly
Jerusalem, with which he was familiar,
forgetting for a time the distinction be-
tween the heavenly and the earthly ci-
ties, says: * And I'saw no temple there.
in” ’

Do we not learn from this subject the
impossibility of enjoying heaven, unless
we feel delight in the sanctuary on earth?
There is no temple in heaven just be-
cause all heaven isa temple; and in
stead, therefore, of this subject encourag-
ing indifference to the carthly sanctuary,
it, on the very contrary, shows us the ab:
solute impossibiliry of heaven being at-
tained by any buc those by whom tie
sanctuary on earth is relished. If all
heaven is a temple; if this be the very
heaverly state : then, we must have de-
vout and pious minds, before we can re-
lish its occupations. We must beableto
delisht in God—in contemplating his
perfections—in oftering him worship-in
doing his will—in seeking his glory. Eve-
ry thing else must yicld in comparison to
tgis God must be all in all to our souls,
or supreme in our affectitns,. We must
not care so much for the world, for the
enjoyments of this life, for the wants of
the body—as for the favour of God—
communton with him—and the delights
of his service. Isit so with us? Letus
look to this; for assurcdly not otherwise
shall we be fit for heaven—for the servi-
ces and enjoyments of the heavenly ten-
ple. And if we have not this fitness, this
qualification, let us seek to attain it—
seck to have our desires changed—our
souls renewed—our affections st upon
God—that God's favor and friendship and
service, may be our chiefest happiness,
and highest joy.

Those will surely reach heaven who
could already take pleasure in its occupe-
tions, who truly enjoy the services of
the sanctuary on earth! They are mak-
ing meet to be ers of its Joys. They
have already its predilections and its
tastes. They have a true relish for the
service of God. Fhey count God their ox-
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ceeding joy. They love his praises, and the
society of all those who are of" a kindred
spirit. They are certaml[))' ripening for
heaven. leaven will be but the perfec-
tion of what they have really a desire for
on carth.  When they arrive in the hea-
venly temple, it will be no new thing to
string the harp to the praiscs of God:
they will be alrcady familiar with its
pongs. They will instantly take thew
place among the choir around the throne
ot God. They have been redeemed by
the blood of the Lamb, and they will joy-
fully unite in the chorus: * Unto bim
that loved us and washed us from our sins
in his own blood, to him be glory and do-
minion, for ever and ever.”  ‘They have
been made priests unto Godand they will
serve him day and night in his temple.

o
REMARKS

ON THE

« Reply of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, to the Letter
of the Free Church Synod de-
clining the Union.”

BY THE REV. PROFESSOR KING.

TexTH ARTICLE.

Betwixt two and three years after the
presentation of’ the petition which was
iven in full in the Immediately preced-
ing Article, the Rev. William Willis, at
that time Burgher minister in Green: <k,
afterwards translated to Stirling, and fa-
ther of Dr. Willis of Toronto, published a
Synod sermon entitled ¢ Ministerial faith-
fulness recommended,” with several Let-
ters on the subject of the petition, some
of which were addressed to the Rev.
George Lawson, Professor of Divinity, to
the body, and some to the Rev. John
Fraser of Auchtermuchty. In one of his
Letters to Mr. Fraser, he says (page 72),
“Your petition hath been ihe unhappy
occasion of mourning, lamentation and
woe 1o many of the genuine lovers of our
Lord Jesus Christ in our connection. A
voice of weeping hath been heard in the
Secession : professed witness-bearers, for
the doctrine, worship, discipline, and go-
vernment of the covenanted church of
Christ in these highly favoured lands,
weeping for their principles, because
these principles appear to be in danger;
weeping, because some of their mmisters
are gone astray, and fallen into backslid-
ing and apostacy ; weeping for them-
selves, and their tellow Christians, be-
causs they are exposed to many and dan-
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gerous temptations; and because our
blessed Lord is much dishonoured in the
house of his professed friends.”  Nor was
it a false alarmn which drew forth these
expressions of grief. Those principles
which, in days of greater fai hfulness, the
Burgher Synod had condemned when
held by Mr Glass of Tealing, and for
holding which Mr  Scott of Dundee had
been deposed by the Amiburgher Synod,
had now to a very considerable degree
leavened the body, and were firmly em-
Lraced by men who had already shown
themselves capable of employing their of-
ficial stauding, for the purpose of subvert-
ing that very faith which they were offi-
cially bound to preach.

The second question of the Burgher
Formula was in the following terms : “Do
yon sincerely own and believe the whole
doctrine contained in the Confession of
Faith, Catechisms, Larger and Shorter,
compiled by the Assembly of Divines
that met at Westminster with Commissi-
oners from the Church of Scotland, as
the said Confession and Catechisms were
received and approven by the Acts of
the General Assembly, 1647 and 1648,
to be founded on the Word of God ? And
do you acknowledge that said Counfession
and Catechisms are the confession of
your faith, and that you resolve through
divine grace firmly and constantly to ad-
bere to the doctrine contained in said
Confession of Faith and Catechisms, and
to assert, maintain, and defend it to the
utmost of your power against all errors
and opinions contrary w0 it?”" The fol-
lowing is the fourth question of the same
Formula: “ Do you acknowledge the
perpetual obligation of the National Co-
venant of Scotland, particularly as ex-
plained in 1638, to abjure Prelacy, and
the five Arucles of Perth; and of the So-
lemn League aud Covenant? And do

rou acknowledge, that public Covenant-
ing is a woral duty under the New Tes.
tament dispensation, to be performed.
when God 1n his providence calls to it ?”
Although many now who glory in being
“ Voluntaries” affect to speak of them-
selves as holding the same principics
with the * fathers of the Secession,” Mr.
Fraser, and the members ot the Burgher
Synod in his day, knew weil that, in gv-
ing an aflirma.nve auswer to the abne
questions, they had professed adherence
tu the doctrine of the Westnnster Gon-
fession of Faith with respent to the pow-
er of the civil magistrate 1 regard to re-
ligion. They knuw that -he secou) ques-
tion did not adow tiens; a< thwe prt.in
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expresses it, ¢ to diller from that Confes
sion in the smallest jot ov rittle of doctrine
contained in it.” ‘They knew, too, that,
in answering aflirmatively to the fourth

nestion, they had acknowledged the con-
tinued obligationi of the Covenants, Na-
tiopal and Solemn ILeagne. Many of
them, however, having departed from
this faith of which they had ma:le a pro-
fession, and according to the principles
of which they were engaged to train up
the people who were placed under their
charge, the attempt now to be made was,
not to conceal or deny the change which
had come over them, but td> acconmo-
date the standards to the new faith which
they had embraced.

‘The Synod to whom Mr Fraser's pe-
tition was presented were not unwilling
to make the attempt. They appointed a
commiittee “ to bring in an overture for
uniting the members of this court in their
sentiments respecting the power given in
our Confession of Iaith to the civil ma-

istrate in matters of religion, and res-
pecting the obligation of our national Co-
venant upon posterity-”” In that com-
mitiee, it was objected to the first part of
the said [second] question, as requiring
an approbation of the whole doctrine of
the Confession, because said Confession
gives greater power to the civil magis-
trate in matters of religion than to many
scems agrecable to the Word of God.—
After long reasoning, it was moved, “that
said doctrine of our Confession, respect-
ing the magistrate’s power, and ot our
Covenants, be a matter of torbearance.”
Notwithstanding the opposition of some
fuithful men in the committce, who en-
tered their dissent, this motion was carri-
ed Still further, the committee, know-
ing that an adherence to the Confession
ot Faith, as it was received by the Assem-
bly 1647, bound them to the whole of its
doctrine, agreed to recommend that the
expression “as the said Confession and
Catechismis were received and approven
by the Acts of the General Assembiy,
1647, and 1548,” should be left out of the
<econd question, and, instead thereof, the
tollowing words should be substituted :
*+ As saitt Confession and Catechism were
receved and approved by the Act of the
Associate Synod, 17--" the tenor of
which Aet tiiey proposed should be as
tollows :—

“The Associate Synod hereby declare
their attaciment 1o the doctrime of the
Westimninster Confession of Faith, and Ca.
techiss, Larger anag Siovier, whi:h were
adopied by the Genmal Assenidy of the
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Churel of Scotland, nthe veara 1u4;
and 16485 at the same time hereby de.
claring, that although they wish to toar
God and honour the King, and consider
subjection to the powers that are as an
important duty incumbent on all men;
yet, as tho power respecting religion as-
cribed to the civil magistrate in sail Con-
fession and Larger Catechism, as also in
the national Covenant of Scotland, and
the Solemn Leagne and Covenant, has
been, and still is, a matier of doubttul dis-
putation  among good and  faithful men,
the Synod no longer make it a tevm of
ministerial and christian communion, but
will exercise forbearance with brethren,
whatever their sentiments be on that ar-
ticle ; and they hereby declare, that the
assent of probationers at their license,
and of ministers and elders at their ovdi-
nation, to the second question of the For-
mula, is not in future to be considercd as
an ackrowledgment of said powers "—
‘The committec, in like manner,agreed to
recommend that the fourth question in
time coming shoald run thus: « Do you.
with the limitations specitied in question
2d-, approve of our covenants natioual
and solemn league, as a soiemn engage-
ment on the part ot our fathers, to cleave
to the truths of Christ, and to hand them
down to succeeding generations?  And
do you acknowledge that, in virtue of
these covenants, an additional guilt will
be contracted by present and future ge-
nerations, if they shall renounce these re-
formation principles ?”

The overture contained in these re-
commendations of the committee came to
be known as the overture of ferbearance.
Having been read in the Syned, it was
ordercd to be printed, and 1t was agreed
that it should be fully considered at a
meeting of Synod to be held in 1797.—
There is every reason to believe that,
when the Synod met in Edinburgh in
1797, a majority of the ministers were ful-
ly prepared to go all the Jength that was
proposed in this overture. In the mean
time, however, the anention of the peo-
ple had heen directed to the movement;
and, as they were siill sound in their prin-
cipies, they pourud in petitions, remon-
strating agaisst this attempt to aler the
profession which they were solemnly ex-
gaged to maintwin.  This rendered o
change of tactics necessary'; lest a break-
ing up of their congrezations mizht be
the vesult of proceeding undiseuisedly.and
with too wmiach precipiation, towards the
object which the leaders contemplated.—
No intelligent reader can  have failed to
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seg, that the perition of Me Fraser pray-
«d for an alteration in the profession of
the Burgher body on the points reterred
to;and thatthe overture of forbearancepro-
posed a compliance with the prayer of
the pedition. Unwilling, however, to
mn the sk of alienating their people,
2. as Drs. Peddie, Dick, Hall, &, chose
i0 express it m their reasons of dissent
tiam the deliveranee that was ultimately
anen, *overawed Ly clamour and threat-
enings. and by the fear of consequences,”
e Synod, after considering various pro-
posals to meet the ditliculty, dismissed the
overture of forbearance, scemed deter-
mined to maintain their principles in all
their integrity, and adopted the following
preample, or explanation of the questions
of the Formula:

« Whereas, some parts of the standard
books of this Syned Lave been interpre-
ted as favouring compulsory measures in
reiigion, the Synod hereby declare, That
they do not require an approbation of a-
ny such prinaiple, from any candidate
for license or ordination : And, whereas,
acontroversy hasarisen among us re:pect-
ing the nature and kind of the obligation
of our solemn covenants on posterity, whe-
ther it be entirely of the same kind upon
usas upon our ancestors who swore them g
the Syrod hereby declare, That while
they hold the obligation of our covenants
upon posterity, they do not interfere with
that comtroversy which has arisen res-
pecting the naturs and kind of it, and
recommend it to all their members to sup-
press that controversy, as tendingto gen-
der strife rather than godly edifvings.”

Amotion which was supported by a
mitority, of the Synod, who were still
lient upon carrying the overture of for-
bearance, also proposed the adoption of
this precamble, but only as an ‘interim
measure, reserving the intended alterani-
ons in the Formula for fature considera-
tion. According to the motion which
was carried, the Synod adopted the pre-
amble as the sinal setilement of the ques-
tion.

The members of the Synod who were
desirous to maintain the entire profession
which had been hitherto made by the Se-
cession, as testifying for the principles of
the Church of Scotand, were induced to
voie for this preamble by the solema as-
surances which were given to them by its
promoters, that it was a mere harmless
explanation to relieve the consciences of
certain brethren who thought that the
Confession of Faith favoured persecuting
principles, When the preamble was at
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wength adopted, some had lass seruple on
indicating that it had cffected a chanaa
of principle. Mewrs. Greig and Fothi-
an, who had supported he overture of
forbearance, in recording their reasons of
dissent, say, ¢ The subsceribing Dissenters
are gl to find, that all the forbearance
proposed in the overture of the commit-
tee is granted in the declaration now pre-
fixed to the Formula.  But they feel for
the houour of the Court, in granting that
forbearance in xo clumsy and undignified
@ manner.” It was now held that anti-
establisiment principles were no longer
inconsistent with the obligations of'a For-
mula connected with such an explanati-
on, that preachers might Le licensed, and
ministers might be indueted into charges
connected with the boly, whatever their
views might be regarding the power of the
civil magistrate. ~ This opinion that a
change had been cffected by the a-
doption of the preamble, rested upon a
particular interpretation that was put up-
on the phrase “ compulsory measures m
religion.”

The proper import of the phrase is,
persecution for conscience’ sake, or, the ex-
ercise of that compulsory power which
belongs to the civil magistrate in refer-
ence to mew’s pervons or property in or-
der to constrain them to make a particular
religious profession. In this sense, those
who adhere to the Confession of Faith in
all its integrity decidedly condemn com-
pulsory measures in religion. Against
such compulsory measures in religion the
Secession Church, while still honestly ad-
hering to the whole dectrine of the Con-
fession of IFaith, had alveady clearly ex-
pressed its mind ; and had this been ho-
nes:ly adhered to as the meening of the
phrase in the preamble, the Synod might,
notwithstanding its having agreed to such
an explanation, bave proceeded to deal
in the way of discipline with those who,
in embracing the New Light, had, as was
frankly adwitted in Mr, Fraser’s petition,
renounced some of those principles for
which the Church of Scotland, and the
Secession as adhering to her standards,
had hitherto testified. Drs. Peddie and
Dick, who, with others, had endeavoured
to get the overture of forbearance, if -not
immediately passed, yet reserved for tur-
ther consideration, uuquestionably enter-
tained thix view, as may be seen from the
following reasons of Dissent which they
gave in acast the decision of'the Synod.

« 8d. Becausc the ccurt, by the pre-
sent deeision, have voted against any for-
bearance with those of its members who
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professed to have conscientious scruples
respecting the articles in dispute, inas-
much as the overture for forbearance has
been rejected, without qualification or
hope of ¢nactment, and the Formula in
common use retained with all its fauits.”

“ 4th. Because the court, by the pre-
sent decision, have finally decfarerl their
judgment that the civil magistrate has
power in matters of religion, though they
seem to deny him a compulsory power,
and that the covenants have an of)ligati-
on on postcriti;, though the kind of it is
undefined ; whereas by delaying a final
Jjudgment, these would have beenleft open
to discussion.”

Although, in the sense of the phrase al-
ready explained, the condemnation of
“compulsory measures in religion™ was
nothing new to the Secession %mdy, the
preamble itself was objectionable on va-
rious grounds. It left, for instance, the
standards of the Church of Scotland un-
defended from the groundless charge of
favouring persecution for conscience’sake;
and that on the part of men who were so-
lewnly pledged to maintain the doctrines
of these standards as founded on the Word
of God. Still further, while the uncor-
rupted Seceders of 1743 had, as Mr. Trot.
ter knows well, fearlessly denounced the
dangerous extreme of espousing princi-
ples in favour of propagating religion by
offen:sive arms; the tame position assum-
ed by these self-styled defenders of religi-
ous liberty, is, “ That they do not require
an approbation of any such principle, from
any candidate for license or ordination ™
It is true, in a declaration such as tbis,
they do not open a door wide enough to
admiz voluntaries; but neither do they
keep that door shut which their predeces-
sors had closed against the advocates of
persecuting principles.  They do not re-
quire their elders or preachers, or minis-
ters, to approve of persecuting principles;
but they do not sg' that (h%‘l)]oldix?g of
such principles would expose the parties
to any church censure. Such was the
position of the Synod under the pream-
ble, if the word compulsory were inter-
preted, as they themselves often interpre-
ted it, a3 being synonymous with perse-
cuting and intolerant.

But while this is the only proper im-
port of the expression, it camne to be em-
ploved by the leaders in this movement
as meaniug generally the power of the ci.
vil magistrate abour religion. The ex
pression ** compulsory measures in religi-
on” was held to be synonymous with the
national eetabl’ehment of religion.  Com-
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pulsory principles and establishment prin.
ciples were regarded as exactly the sume
thing. DBut while this mode of under-
standing the language employed in the
preamble opened a door wide enough to
admit of Voluntaries, it did so by repre-
senting the preamble as having effected
an alteration in the profession which le
Synod had hitherto maintained, and it did
so moreover by an unwarrantaole iner.
pretation ot the words which were actu.
ally employed.  In reference to the pow.
er of the magistrate, Dr. McCrie, in his
Statement of the Difference, (page 111.)
says, © We readily grant that the magis.
trate’s power is compulsory, and that a
compulsory power is employed about re
ligion. But the question is, Tfow is this
power employed, and upon whom does the

enalty fi Yl? Is it employed in compel
ing men to believe, profess, worship, &c,
and in punishing those who may think,
profess, or act in any way different from
the national cstabiidmwnt ? This b
what we deny, and what ought to be prov-
ed as a necessary consequent. It 1s s,
indeed, with those laws which are intenl-
ed to gain the end, dircetly and immedi.
ately, by their own influence. But it i
quite otherwise with those laws whicharc
intended to accomplish the ends by the
intervention of institutions, and means a
dapted unto them  In this case, the law
is directly employed in sanctioning, se-
curing, providing for the public_support
and waintenance of these institutions ,
and the penalty falls upon those who sh
attempt, in a factious, disorderly, or tur-
bulent manner, 10 preveut their being car-
ried into execution, or to interrupt, hin-
der, disturb, or overturn them. Tlis i3
the case with many of those laws which
are calcula’ed to promote religion, moral-
ity, education arts and sciences, with o
ther things connected with the public good
of a nation. Those must be strangers to
the operation of government, whe do not
know how many laws are enacted, and
carried into execution frem time to tiae,
for promoting public improvements and
institutions, where neither the private
nor public conduct of men are controul-
ed, with respect 10 any thing necessarily
connected with true liberty.” When laws
are eracted for promoting certain arts and
sciences, a compulsory power is employ-
ed about them.  But are men forced to
bucome artizans and philosophers ? orare
these things promoted by fines and impri-
sonments 7 When laws are enacted for
prowmoting education, and for erecling
schools and colleges, as seminaries of ny
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tional instru.tion, sanctioning their inter-
nal regulations, endowing ~ them, and
granting thew certain immanities and rri-
vileges, a compulaory power is in Lke
manner employed It s ihe same as to
an establishment of religion, A compul-
sory power is exercissd in various ways
about the estavlishad church of Sco land ;
but i3 it by compellia g all to become mem-
bers of that church, or inflicting penalties
upon those who dissent?  When a par i-
cular profession, or confession of faith,
form of worship and ceclesiastical govern-
ment, obtain the formal sanction of eivil
authority, they are recognised by the le-
gislature, as declaratory of that religion
which obiains the natiunal countenance
and support, and according unto which
the legal privileges and cmoluments ap-
propnated for this purpose are to be con-
terred  and enjoyed. But this by no
means implies that all shall be obliged,
under civil pains, to confurm nnto this es-
tablishment, or be punished for dissenting
from it.—There is a wide and essential
distine ion between the exercise of a com-
pulsice power about rléiyice., and compul-
sion in religion.  Yet there are Masters
in Jsrael, who can magisterially decide
this controversy, wi hout having learned
its first principles, or attending to the most
neeessary distinetions on the subject " —
It was upon this principle of confounding
things that differ that the adherents to
the New Light now fourd it convenient
to act; and, because the Synod in the
preamble had intimated that they did
not require of any candidate for license
or ordination an approbation of % compul-
sory measures in religion,” they chose to
proceed as if it had ceased to require an
approval of that doctrine concerning the
power of the magistrate alwut religion,
which had always formed an essential ele-
ment in the Svcession testimony for the
priv iples of the church of Scotland.
“hose who were still attached to their
criginal principles soon saw fiow they had
b:en outwitted in the matier of the pre-
ainble; and they determined to make a-
nither effort to secure the maintenance
of Secession principles in the Synod. A
number of congrega-ions again petitioned
their supreme court. The question ac-
cordingly was taken up at the meeting of
the Synod, in September, 1779. ‘The
late Dr Hall of Edinburgh moved, ¢ That
the Synod adjourn the farther discussion
of this question till a future meeting of
Synod, and, in the mean time, appoint a
committee of the house to draw up a Sy-
nodical address to the people of their
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charge, expressive of vur udhererce to the
doctrine, worship, discipline, and goveri-
meat of' the Caurck of Scotland : and for
repelling  the  calnmnions  reproaches
which have been arcalated in the publie,
that the Synod, by what they have done
in thiv basiness, have abandoned theijr a-
vowed principles, and rhat thig is design-
ed to be the forerunner of future and
more dangerous innovations” The Rev.
Mr Willis moved, * That the Synod dis-
miss the presmble, and appoint a commit-
tee to draw up an address 10 the public,
in"order to remove any undue impressi-
ons made on the minds of the people "—
The vote having been taken, the first
motion was carried py a majority of 91 to
28 ; upon which Mr. Wilhs and sowne o-
thers ¢ protested in their own name, and
in the name of all ministers, elders, and
private Christians, who may adhere to
this protest, that as this Synod hath ob.
stinat2ly refused to remove the preamble
prefixed to the Formula, and declare their
simple and unqualified adherence to our
principles, we will no more acknowledee
them as over us in the Lord, until they
return to their principles.”
1a conscquence of these proveedings, a
minority, dctermined to abide by their
principles, formed themselves into a sepa-
rate body, and came to be known as the
Original, or, Old Light Burghers. The
Burgher congrega ion at Perth was under
the charge of two ministers, one of whom,
Mr Aikman, adhered to the majority or,
as they were commonly called, the New
Light Burgher Synod; the other, Mr.
Jervie, kept his ground with the Old
Light. The mem%ers of the congregati-
on were in like mauner divided ; and, a
question having been raised about ¢he
right to the church, after a lengthened li-
tigation, in the progress of which the case
was carried to the House of Lords, the
roperty was declared to belong to the
ew Light Body. This judgment was
iven upon the ground of what that body
d produced as evidence, and which led
the court to believe, that they s ill adher-
ed to the original principles of the Seces.
sion. In order to persuade the court of
this, the adherents to \he New Light, when
they came to understand that the issue of
the law process might depend very ecsen-
tially upon the question whether they
had departed from the original princi-les
of the body or not, found it convenient to
refer to the words of the preamble, ** com-
pulsory measares in religion,”in their pro-
per sense as being equivalent to persecu-
tion orintolerance. Ithasbeenseen that,
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in that sense, it was no departure from
Secession principle to refrain from asking

ot their oflice-bearers an approval of

¢+ compulsory measures in relimon :” bat
it has been also seen that, ia thar scise,

tue preamble did not cease to require of

them an approval of the whole doctiine
of the Contession of Fath vespectieg the
power of the civil wagistrate, and, conse-
quently made no opeming for the a biuissi
on of Voluntaries.  That they thems ives
understood that the repudiaiing of con-
pulsory measures In reigion was son-

thing very different from the 2dmiss:on of

Anu-establish aent principles, is evident
irom the language of the Rev. George
Lawsoy, in a pamphlet winieh he ablish-
cd ar an early stage in the controversy.—
As quoted in Mr Willis" pamphlet, (page
48), he says, *The truth of the matier
seeins to be this: the greater part of us
detest compulsion in matters of veligion s
and have been extremely unwilling to be-
lieve, that there is auy thing in our vene-
rable standards which gives the least
countenance to it.  Perhaps, we have too
obstinately shut or eyes te the light, from
an excess of veneration for our fathers, or
an nawillingness to cut ouvselves ofl from
that body with which we are conneccted,
aud from every body of Presbyierians in
the kingdom. Many paragraphs in books,
and cvea a whole book has been publish-
ed, to shew that the articles in question
contain nothing inconsisteat with the un-
alienable rights of men to judge for them-
selves in matters of conscience ; but the
attempt is frizitless.  This, at least, is cer-
tain ; that the result of consideration in
many of the brethren has been a fixed
conviction, that compulsory priuciples
are contained in them, and that it wouid
be inconsisient with integrity in them-
sclves any more to require that unlimited
profession af adberence to them which
has been hitherto given for the most part,
without scruple.” ~ Now, it is evident that
those who concurred with Mr. Lawson in
the view which he here gives of the prin-
ciples contained in these standards, the
unlimited profession of adherence to which
had been hitherto given for the ost part
withont scruple, did ask for what they re-
garded as a change from the profession
which had been lutherto made ; although
those whe, with the ficst Scceders, took a
xare coxrect view ot what were the prin-
ciples of these standards, knew :bat, in
poiat of fact, they were not conscating to
any change of profession,when they acqui-
esoud in the proamble as not requinng
{rom their ofice-benarers an approval of
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« compulsory measurcs in religion.”” Yt
in as tar as the enactient of the pream-
ble met the views of Mr. Lawson and
those who agreed with him, in giving the
relief which they soucht from that proti s
sion which they concened had Leen Ju-
therio made, £y had no vight, upon their
own showinz, to pratend tolead evidene.:
that no cliange: had Leen effceted i the
joodtession ob the body. I they worerine
core in thinking that, befoce reliet was
obtamed Ly the preamlle, persceuting
principles weve professed by the body.
thzy must have believed that a ch:méc
La | taken plwe when, under the operai.
on of the preamble, no such proicssion
was requied. M Lawson, however, in
pleadiny fur reliet from the profession of
principles which he considered © incon-
sistent with the inalicnable vights of men
to judize for themsehes in maiters ol re-
ligron,” was very farfrom timating that
the refief which he desired meant, that
the Syuod should cease 10 hold what be
knew the Sceession had always maintain-
cd—establi-hient prineiples.  In a se-
rics of valuable articles on this subject in
the Church of Scotland Magazine (vol 2.
P 347,) he is still further quoed as say-
mg, “ All the power in religion which
can well be allowed to him (the magis-
trate) Ly the encwmies of compulsory mnea-
sures, is a power to proteet the church in
her administrations, and to make a com-
fortable provision for ber minisiers, 1
Sec no reuson any man has to deny such
power Lo the civ:l magistrate, and I sup-
pose it will not be denied to him by those
who say he has no power at all in religi-
on.”  With ail his detestation therefore
of compulsion in matters of religion, he
did not say that any man had reason to
deny the magistrate’s right both to pro-
tect and to endow the church, nor did he
adnnt that, in allowing that the magis-
trate bad such power, he was conceding
to him any power in religion—any juris-
diction, or right to dictate to his subjects
m matters of 1eligion.  Aware of this es-
scntial difference” betwixt ostablishment
principles and what are properly calied
compulsory principles, the leaders of the
movement desired to get the overture for
forbearance passcd, in order that ke whole
sulject of the magistrate’s power concern-
ing religious madters might be left an open
question.  They were dissatisfied with
the decision of the Synod adopting the
preamble as a fusal settlcment of the yues-
tion; and seme of them, apparently tore-
sering the use that would be made of it,
in thesr reasons of dissent frow the deci-
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sion of the Bynad,described the preawble
as a * cover to duplicity in the matter of
a vow.”

Ir. point of fact, under the shelter of
this preamble, as if it had altered the pro-
fession of the Synod to all the extent that
Mr Fraser's petition had pray ed for, men
avowedly Lolling voluntuy principies
were {reely admitted 10 the paipits, and
pretendeid to be the legitimate descend-
antg, of those men who had desived 1t to
e caretully noted that they called than-
selves Seceders becanse, although sepa-

rating from the Moderate majorities off

their day, they firmly held by the princi-
ples ot the Established Church of Scot-
land, and looked forward to the time when
they might again be constituent members
of her courts.  Yet, with all this reality
of change, the men whose principles
prompted them to labour for the subver-
sion of that national Church 1or the sta-
bility of which the most earnest prayvers
of the first Seceders had been offered up,
cculd, at times, profess to be holding by
the principles which the Sceeesston had
always held.  When they had to deal
with some of their own peuple, for in-
stance, who were alarmed at the thought
of a change of prufession, or with the
court of Session, who might adjudicate
the property according as evidence might
be presented of adherence to the original
principles of the Secession, then the as-
sertion was that the preamble had effected
no change.  Thus, in the « Statement of
the Evidence that the Associate Synod,
in their late transactions respecting the
Formula, have not abandoncs the origi-
nal principles of the Secession,” they say,
«1f it was an original principle of the Se-
cession that compulsory measurcs ought
to be used in religion, or, 1n other words,
that force ought to be employed to com-
pel men to adopt those opinions which we
deem orthodox, then it must be acknow-
ledged taat the Synod have, by enacting
the Preamble, changed their principles.
Tt il this doctrine uever was hield by the
Secesston, then the declaration in the
preamble is only an explicit assertion of
a former tenet.”

The attentive render can have no ditfienl-
tvin seeing that if, as is here asserted, the
preamble dii not cffect any change in the
profession of the body. but was only an ex-
plicit assertion of & farimer tenet, theit ansi-
esiablishment prineiples continued as incon.
sistent with the Formmla as they wore when
Mr. Fraser pregeated his petiion—that Vo-
luniaries have hoen asing the preamble as o
“coverto duplicity i the solemn matier of
avow,” and have beew acting inopen defi-
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ance of theiv obligarion: te iotlow wut the de-
sien of the Becession. Ou tiie otler hand.
if' the preambie brought the professivn of the
hodat intg o consisteney with Voluntany ism,
he maust foel humselt shut up to the conela-
sion that the New Lisht Burgher Synod de-
cetved the Jwlre when they pretended 1o
show evidenee that no change of prinaple
hed taken place, and that they conld have
vo rvight meouity w the proberty which wis
adjrdicated 1o then on the alleged evidence
that they siilt held by the onginal princi-
ples-al the Secession. In either case, it is
evident that Voluntaries should not have
ventieed. or. venturing, shoukl not have
heen permitted. 10 assume the guise and en-
ter upon the pussessivns of Seceders,

Tire chinge was accomplished amonz the
Annburgiers by a difterent process. Awony
then, too, indeed, the favourers of the New
Light dicavowed all intention of departing
tron the original principles of the Seceders.
In 1804, however, they agreed to a Narrative
and Testimeny in which. while they have
the hardihood to say, (page 15) ** They con-
tinue, as heretofore, to bear Testimony for
the Doctrine. Worship, Discipline and Go-
vernment. of the leformed Church of Scot-
land, and tor the perpetual obligation of the
Covenzauts, National and Solaian  League,”
the Westninster Standards are received
with very importagt qualitications upon the
mode m which they were received both by
the Church of Scotland and the original Se-
ceders.  Instances of this, which cannot now
be quoted here at length, may beseenin pages
10. 12. 14, 198, of that Narrative and ‘[esti-
mony. ‘They altered the questions also of
their Formula; the vesult of which was that
the Westminster Standards and the Cove-
nants were professed to bereccived by them,
not simply as they had beeu reccived by the
weneral Asscmblies of the Church of Scot-
Scotland, or as they bad been received by
the original Scceders, but upon the princ-
ples erplained inthis naw Narrative and Testi-
mony.  ‘This led to the separation from that
body . of Professor Bruce of Whitburn, Dr.
M-Crie, and some others, who, in 1806, in
order to maintain the origiual principles of
tire Sccessivn, formed themselves wmto
Preshytery called dwe Constitutional Associ-
ate Presbytery.  Some of their bretiiren at-
terwards joined them, when, in 1820, the U-
nited Secession was formed by the union of
the New Light Burghers and Anti-burghers
—a union formed in swch circumstances as
held out no prospect of an carly return go
original Secession principles.

—0

¥REG CUURCH COLLEGE, HALIFAX

Another Session of the College has beon
bivaght to a close.  In the progress of it, 22
students were in regular astendance. Two
of tho rtudents were in attcudance in the Ii-
vinity Hall for the third, and scven 6or the
first Seesiou. The remaining thirteen, with
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the seven junior theslogical students, were
enzaged with the branches tuught in the pre-
liminary classes : in which. besides the clas-
eicy. they were carried over 1 course ofLiogic,
Meutal Philosophy, aud Ethics.

—_—0

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF
THE STUDENTS MISSIONARY
ASSOCTATION FREECHURCH
COLLEGL, HALIFAX.

In presenting their first Annual Report,
your \ ommittee have much satisfaction in
reviewing the various labours ot the Associ-
ation during the past Session.

It will be remc:nbered that the ohjects
contemplated in the formation of the Asso-
ciation were. the promotion of & missionary
spiri amonyg the vicmbers, and theadvance-
ment of true religion.

‘T'o attain the former, a list of subjects for
Essavs having a direct or indirect connexi-
on with the cause of Missions. was adopted.
This plan was found well adapted to secure
the desired result It directed the mind of
the Essayist, in a more forcible manner than
it otherwise might have been, to a particulur
portion of the Missionary ficld, orto the
nanner in which Missionary effort ouyght to
be conducted ; while it furnished the Asso-
cintion with the mostinteresting facts rela-
tive to the success, preseut state, and future
prospects of any particular Mission; and
presented an opportunity of urging the great
duty of dissemiuniting the gospel, and of un-
folding the qualifications ot those who are
hest fitted for such a work. ‘L'hc following
arc the titles of the Essays which have been
delivered : Qualifications ot n Gospel dis-
sionary. Missionary operations on the con-
tinent of Africa.  Utility of Union among
evangelical churches in evangclizing the
world. Duties of a pastor with regard to
Foreign Missions. Thepresent state of the
Jews, and the efforts made for their evanye-
lization. Present missionary a<pects of Cape
Breton. Present state of Asia with regard
to missions. ‘The present obstacles to the
diffusion of Christiamty, Present state of
Protestant Europe. “The spirit of Popery.
Individual obligation to care for souls. The
coanexion of prayer with missionary success.
For the accomplishment of the same object,
several evenings were devoted to the receiv-
ing of Missionary intelligence. On these
occasions, interesting information connected
with the progress of inissions in various parts
of the world was read. It is almost unnc-
cessary to state, that the reading of such -
telligence imparts new vigour 1o all the be-
nevolent and philauthropic cmotious of a
truly Christian spirit.

‘To attain the latter objcct contemplated
by the Association, viz, the advancement
of true religion, your Cowmittee sclected
some of the most destitute localities as sta-
tions, the spiritaal interests of which the As-
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secintion might, to sotne cxtent, promote,
by imparting religious iustruction, or by
holding prayer-mectings.  These  stations
were, the Poor Honse—the Work House—
the colored settlement of Beach-Hill—the
Rope Walks—and a locality in Water street,
in which a Gaclic Prayer meeting was held.
The distribuuion of T'racts, with oceasional
visitations of the <ick and poor was also at-
tended to. It is with gratitude to God that
your Committee would state that the lubours
of the As~ociation have been appreciated,
and thewr instructions thankfully received,
and that they have been, in sume instances,
manifestly atended with the diviné bless-
ing.

Your Committee had also under conside.
ration the importance of using some eflorts
towards the c~tablishment of a Mission a-
mon the Roman Catholies of Cape Breton,
and agreed to recommend to the Association
the employine of a Colporteur for sume
months during the coming summer.  Upon
more mature deliberation, this has been de-
ferred for the preasent year.

GEORGE SUTHERLAND,
Sccretury.
0
OBITUARY.
THE LATE MR. WILLIAM M’HARDY.

William Mcllardy of McLennan’s Monn-
tain, County of Pictou, an aspirant for the
work of the ministry, died at New Glasgow,
on Monday the &th of March, after having
suffered for a considerable time from asth-
ma, which ended in consumption.  When
the principles of the Free Chureh came un-
der our consideration in this country, he was
among the first to give his unqualficd ad-
herence to them.  Although surrounded by
many Gullios who cared for none of these
things. he saw the question in its true light,
and followed the light of his judgment with
anbending firmness, without regard to world-
Iy policy or time-serving servility.  Whene.
ver a prospect was opened up in this Iro.
vince, by the establishment of the Free
College, for qualifying himself. he applied
with vigour to the study of thosc branches
of secular learning necessary to the work
of the ministry, and made very considerable
progress in his studies, although they were
conducted under much pain and weakness.
Two years ago, he attempted to atiend the
College; but, fearng, both from his heaith
and his limited finances, that he might not
be able to finish the curriculum of study re-
quired, he left it in order 1o teach a school
in the country. at ance to further lus studics
and to add to his limited means.

‘Tt msidious diseasc, however. was gain-
ing ground, so that he found himsclf unable
to continue the work of teaching aay length
of time. Fearing, from his increasing weak-
ness, that he should ncither be able to teach
nor to preach, he bought apicceof land in
the Blue Monatain, with the view of getting
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a livclihood from the s0il; but, alas ! his te-
nure of the lund was of short duration. He
feltthe disease prostrating his bodily strengtly;
and, knowing that little ground would be
required for the reception of his cmaciated
frame. he bequeathed all his land. consisting
of 200 acres. his little stock. and his books,
to that Collexe of which he had hoped tabe
a student. He has thus left an example for
those possessed of lareer means. showing
what they might do with some of their sub-
stance. from the possession of which they
themselves must soon be removed for ever.

Few young men me to be found equal in
honesty of purpose. integrity of intention.
and straighttorwardness to William Mcliar-
dy. His mind at the last was much engross.
cd with eternal things; and his dying ad-
vice to all in the enjovment of health, was
to walk at peace with God while in the
days of health. It is hoped that. though Ins
sun was not very bright previous to his de-
parture, from the simple reliance of his sonl
on the atonement of Christ, he found that
rest in Him which, to the believer, is the
carnest of the rest prepared for the people
of God in heaven.

——————
From the Missionary Rlecord of the Free Church
of Srotland.

FOREIGN MISSIONS —CALCUTTA.
Eztract Letter—HRev. Mr. Mackay to Convener
—7th January 1852,

Baptism of Tico New Converts.

The muain design of this letter is toinform
you of the baptisin of two new converts —
QOne of them, Samacharan Bhatrjya, is a
Brahman by birth; the other, Gobindo
Chandra Ghosh, is a Sudra.  They are both
of thein upwards of twenty years of age,
and have been brought to us chiefly through
the instrumentality of our uscful and inde-
fatigable semior catechist, Behari Lal Singh.

Samacharan was for three yeurs at the
Ghosparath school, under the late lamented
Mahendra and Koglas, and there received
the rudiments of an English education. He
continaed there for a vear after their death;
but no decided religious impression appears
to have been made upon his mind.  After
leaving school, hec was cmployed for some
time in teaching Bengali in one of the com-
mon vernacular schools; and, in this de-
partment, we hope to fiud him uscful to us
hercafter.

Happening to be in Calcutts, looking out
for more lucrative employment, he one day
was attracted by the spectacle of a missiona-
1y preaching in one of the streets.  He stop-
ped to listen; and the good sced apparently
fell into gaod ground.

He beeame anxious to hear more of the
gospel, and had recourse to Behari, under
whose instructions, sided by regalar weekl
communications with Mr. Ewart, he was ful-
Iy convinced of his need of & Savionr, and
of the truth of Christianity. From my own
conversation with him, X cutertained a very
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favonrahle opinion. Loth of his sincarity and
his intelligence: and I could see no reason
to doubt that he was under deep conviction
of sin, and fully perenaded that Jesus wae
the ounly Saviour. :uut the ouly hope of the
world.

Gobenda is  comparatively unedneated,
and knows little or uathing of English. The
first stepan his comversion, also. was listen-
ing to the preachinge of a mussionary. who
gave lim at the close a tract, called ~ Tho
Mine of Salvation™ This was taken fiom
him. and torn to picces by one of his rela-
tives; but he sneceeded in procuring ano-
ther. and never rested until he too found hig
way tn Behari, with whom he latterly went
to reciile altorether, being unable to endure
the ill treatment of his relatives, after they
su;pevtcd him of a leaning towards the gos-

el.

He scems a simple. honest, humble-mind-
ed Christian: and, like Samacharan, anxi-
ous 10 be the Lord’s. As they had both
heen known to us for months, and had, so
far as we could see. safficient head-know-
ledge and heart-knowledge of the trath as it
is in Jesus, to qualify them for admission
into the church, they were baptized on the
evering of Sabhath the 26th of December,
in the Free Kirk. by Mr. Ewart; and Itrast,
will be useful fellow-workers with us in this
benighted land.

Visit of the Elder of the Two Brothers who
were furmerly induced to go back to thar
Parents.

There are other inquirers, chiefly in col-
nexion with Behari, of whom it would be
remature to sag more at present.  Bat one
incident I must Mention, as it excited my
own mind in no ordinary degree.

This was a visit from Gobardhon Babari,
the elder of the two interesting youths whe
were taken away by their mother, in such
an affecting manner, axd who have since
been the objects of so many prayers. He
came first to his friecnd Baikantunath, one
of our junior catechists, and afterwards twice
to me.

Yon will remember how firmly he with-
stood the tears and bescechings of his mo-
ther. until it secred as if he were certainly
to be victorions. But the coming of his un-
cle, and a few words whispered by him, al-
most instantly changed his® resolation, and
took him from us, sorrowfal, but of his own
free will.

The cause he now explained to us. His
uncle whispered to him to look into his mo-
ther’s palankeen ; that he woald find a knife
there, which she had vowed to plunge into
her breast shonld ber sons refuse to return
with her.

‘The knifc was there; whether she design-
ed to work upon the boys’ feelings, or real
ly, in the desperation of her gricf, contem-
plated suicide, is unknown to us; but the
effect upon the lad was natarally overpow-
ering.
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After they went home, they were taken to
the country. all their books burnt and them-
selves closely watehed . bui still they could
talk to each other in Eaclish on the grea
subject which engrossed theiv minds, even
in the presence of their relatives.

Golrardhon was not so anxious as former-
Iy for immediate bapusm, as his brother
hegrred for delay, and was unwilling to ae-
comuany him for the present.  He appeared.
however, to be as smeere as before, and,
linding difticulty withs his brother, resotved
1o leave him, and come to us himsell on
Wednesday the 24th inst., for baptiem.

On that day. however, lie did not make
his appearance, and we have no means of
knowing what it was that detained hint—
Probably, indeed, until we return to Caleut-
ta in February, we shall hear no more of
him. Bat this brief glimpse has revived
and deepened the interest which attaches to
his case, and will, I trast. give fresh vigour
and impulse o prayer in behalf of him and
his brother.

Two more amiable and attractive vouths
1 have rarely if ever scen.

Converts Promisiny.

Ram Chandra, onc of the lately baptized
converts, has gained four or five prizes, and
is decidedly the best scholar in his class. Ile
and his consin Bhobun arc not only good
scholars, but humble and consistent Chris-
tians, and continac to give us great satisfac-

tion.
I think of latc that there is more spiritua-
lity of mind among our converts generally,
and that nearly all are improving.
Pray for them and for ug Deecply do we
all need such aid.

-—
(From the Canada Record.)

THE LATE JAMES RAMSAY ORR,
ESQ., MONTREAL.

‘When going to press we received asupple-
ment to the Moatrcal Witness, announcing
that this estimable gentleman and devote
Christian, had gone to his reward. Wecan-
not do more a¢ preseut than give the notice
from she Witness.

On Tucsday, the 16th March, the gentle-
man above pumed departed this life, after a
career of uscfulness which has seldom been
equalled, and werbaps never surpassed in
Canada. For ncarly twenty years, Mr. O
carricd on extensive mercantile transactions
in this city, with unblemished integrity, re-
markable ability and universal respect ; and
yot all the whije was as laborious and uscful
in overy religious and benevelent cause that
claimed his aid, as if he bad no other busi-
ness to occupy his attention. His habits of
industry and method, in face, cnabled him to
do in his own person the work of two first
class men, viz: an accomplished man of bu-
siness, and an cnergetic and persevering phi-
lanthropist ; und all this, with a bodily ¢
uever very stroug. aud latterly very feeble.
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Nor did he confine his exertions aad means
to every legitimate call that came upon him
—he actually devised new ways of doing
woud, and called forth  the energies and
means of others to co-operate with his own,
To such 2 characier as this, we would ecar-
nestly a-k the attention of young men, and
especially young wmerchants, as w model wor-
thy of cluse imitation. Never harried. he
went from onething to anuther with method,
punctuality, and 2 clear judgment. that ac-
complished results which less yifted men
coutd seaseely understand, He was always
active, and all that he did told with effeet.
Merchants knew Lim for an able, diligent,
and successful man of busmess, as well as «
decidedly relizivus man, and therefore can-
not excuse themselves for neglecting vital
relicion on the plea that itis incompatible
with the claims of business. Mr. Orr was
emphatically a ciristian merchantand ity
doubtless, in his prayerful Clristian spirit
that the seerot of his great ability aud uselui-
ness lay.

Vigwed as a religious man, Mr. Qrr wasa
promoter, and, probably, at one time or o-
ther an active manazer of all our religious
socicties ; but the Bible Society. of which he
was for many vears Recording Secretary.
the French Canadian Missionary Society, of
which be was fromn the Legiuning one of the
most active and liberal managers ; and the
late Mr. Osgood’s cfforts for the religiousin-
struction of scamen. immigrants, and poor
children, claimed his personal regard. le
also, in some respects, falfilled the work ofa
Tract Socicty, by importing und putting in-
to circulation good books.

1t was, however, in his private life, andas
an eclder in the Cote Street Church, that his
religious character shone most brightly, but
at these relatious we may merely glance,—
suffice it to say, that his minister, fcllow cl-
ders, and Christian fricnds, will not casily,
if ever, find his place filled up. Into bis re-
lations as a husband and parent, we do not
cnter, but they were as near an approach to
the fulfilment of the injunctions ofP the New
‘Testameut, as the writer of this notice, who
resided for years in his family, cver saw, or
expects 1o sce.

As a philanthropist, Mr. Orr was & warm
and steady friend to, and diligent and liberal
promoter of, the temperauce cause, and
other benevolent Socicties; whilst no pri-
vate opportunity was, it is believed, omitted
to relieve real distress, or help forward real
merit, though such charities werc so numer-
ous; and so carcfully did he observe tho
Scripture rule respecting privacy, that cach
of his most intimate friendsknew ouly a
small part of them, and that only incidental-
ly. As a patriot and citizen, Mr. Orr took
a deep interest in every public improvement,
and especially rendered most importaut scr-
vices to Canada in cncouraging by an ex-
tensive correspondence, a wholesome omi-
gration, and, by his acquaintence with the
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country and public men, aiding the emi-
crsnts when they eame. Many o fawily
which came poor, ignorant and friendless to
our shores, now settled comfortubly in the
newly cpenced parts of Canada, has reason
 be thaukful for Mr. On’s kind efforts in
seir behalf.  In_ fact, his heart and hand
were ever open to any deserving object in
need of aid, and all his cfforts in hehalf of
such objeets were guided by rarve judgment
and intelligence.

It only remains to add, that the foregoing
testimony is that of one who enjoyed the ve-
yy great privilege of an intimate and unbro-
ken friendship wich the deceated for a Jong
series of years, and & more unwavering, dis-
interested, self-denying or amiablc friend, we
helieve, remains not on earth.

Cn— T T ————
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FREE CHURCH ACADEMY.

THIS INSTITUTION has jost
commenced a New quarter. Mr. Mackin-
tosh who came out from Scotland last fall,
having been constrained to resign in conse-
quence of the state of s health, Mr. GEORGE
Muxro, whose efticient Superintendence of
the Academy last summer, had already se-
cured to him the confidence of the Academy
Board and of the public, has been appointed
Rector.  He has two assistants, so that the
Institation is now under the charge of three
qualified and efficient Teachers.

The following are the branches taught :

Reading, Writing. English Grammar,
Composition, Geography,
tory, Latin, Greek, French. Mathematics, in-
cluding Algebra, Geometry, &c., and Ele-
ments of Natural Philosophy. A class will
also be opened very shortly in Agricultural
Chemistry. :

Fees—From 15 shillings to £1 5s. ac-
cording to the branches to be studicd. Fur-
ther information can be received by applica-
tion to_Mr. Munro at the Academy, Argyle

Strect.
JAMES H. LIDDELL,
Sec'y to Academy Board.
Halifax, 20th April, 1852.

JOHN ESSON & CO.
Corner of Duke and Barrington Streets.
GENERAL IMPORTERS & DEALERS IN
Fiour, Mealéoﬂroceries, Fish

Fishin uppli West
India Produce, &c.

HALIFAX, N. 8.

rithmetic, His- .
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NOTICE,

BY the appointment of the Synod of the
Free Church of Nova Seatia, the annu-
al collicction on hehalf ot'the “Syxop's
Hoxe Misstox ScurMe,” will be made in
all the congregations and Preaching Stati-
ons on the first Sabbath of May, being the
o cond day of that month.

Ministers, Preachers and? Catechists will
kindly give dnc intimation of this appoint-
ment. and urge the claims of this ScHEMB
on the liberality of the adherents of the Free

Church.
ALEX. FORRESTER,
Convener.,

No 168 Granville St. Halifax, N.S.
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Board. Norics Navigation, Thompson's Lu-
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Charts in great variety. Dilworth’s, Univer-
sal, Mavour’s, Murray’s, and Carpenter’s
Spellings. Murray’s Reader and Introduc.
tion, Lennies Grammar, Chamber’s Eduea-
tional Coarse, Chamber’s Journal, Cham-
ber’s Papers for the Pcople, Bibles, Testa-
ments. Prayer Books. Slates & Pencils. Ink,
and Inkpowders, Framed Engravings—
ALso—an assortment of Salmon & Trout
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