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THE

CHRISTIAN BANNER.

“1fany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of Gog.”?
¢ This is love, that we walk after his commandments.”

VOL. XL COBOURG AND BRIGHTON, OCTOBER, 1857. NO. 10.

UNION—AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE.

_ CHAPTER IX.

The following is the report of an interview between brethren, Bap-
tist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, and Lutheran. Brother
Christian was not present.

Afeth. Brethren, I have perfectly satisfied myself several months
ago, that we can never unite upon any of our old platforms, and that
if we could, it would amount to nothing. I dislike the idea of chang
ing. It may be pride, or some other weakness of human nature, but I
can not avoid it. T can but feel an aversion to changing. T am aware
of the old adage : * Wise men sometimes change, but fools never.” Still
Toan not induce myself to love theidea of changing, Therefor~, I de-
sive, now that I am about to make an important change, to 'make
fhorough worlk of it, so thatI can never be called upon, in reason, to
make another change.

L res. Brother B, you have spoken my mind precisely. It is dis-

* agrecable enough to me to think of changing once'; but the thought has
. continually forced itself upon me, that if I yield to one change, the

pasotuaipuisgalios

same, or a shnilar reason might soon be urged for another, and it would !
be said of me that Iwas carried about by every wind of doctrine.

Bap. 'The matters you refer to, constitute by main reason for taking
the step I now have in contemplation. In a private conversation Ihad
with brother C., I asked him if he was not willing to make some com-
promise for the sake of union, In reply, he asked me how he could,
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seeing that he had no doctrine but the Seriptures—the doctrine of
Christ itself. e said his aim was to preach precisely what the apos-
tles preached—no more and no less. He said he could net add anything
or take from it. He then asked me what compromise he could make—
how hecould believe anything mere or amything less, or change anything
that he did believe. I confess that I could not tell how he could change.
This puzzled me, for I had supposed that, of course, he would have to
make a great change to become orthodox, and now I could not tell him
wherein he could change without doing what was manifestly wrong.

~Lu. That was the first thing that perplexed me. I had supposed
that brother C. was bigoted and exclusive, in admitting no one right
but himself, and that he was under at least as many obligations to
change as the rest of us. Bub when he asked me what change he
should make, I confess, I did not know what to say. When I thought
- of the name,  Christian,” or ¢ Disciple of Christ,” by which he is
called, I could not conscientiously ask him to give up for any of
our party names. When I considered the baptism which he practices,
I found that we and all our books admit it valid, and I could not seri-
ously esk him to. abandon it and practice our dispuled and doubiful |
forms of baptism. The Bible which he takes for his only creed, I had
to confess, was better than any ef our creeds, ard I could not bave the
face to ask him to accept any other in the place of it.

Ep. 1 can not still see how you expeet to avoid changes hereafter.
Luther was a reformer, but others bave found, or thought tbey found,
it necessary to reform beyond his reformation. The same is true of
Wesley. Many have thought it needful to gobeyond him. Why may net
some one advance again and start another reformation in advance ofus?

Meth. This cannot bedone. We are now to go back to the origi-
_nal ground——the pure apostolic foundation, and take our stand upon it,
“and it alone, under Cbrist the true Head of the Charch.  We will re-
cognize no authority but His, and no system but the one he has given.
We will receive him inall his fulness, receive all e has enjoined upon
us, and endeavor to do all he commands. If weprove true to this, there
will be no. getting in advance of us. If we are not truc to our posfession }
we deserve that better men should go in advance of us. It appears to
me noy, just as easy to take ourstand upon ground that can not be as-
b sailed successfully, as upow SOmR objcctmnable position, where we shall
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everlastingly be anneyed. Let us them, while we are attempting to unite,
walk uprand take our stand upon the highest, holiest and most conse-
crated platform known to man. Let us ascend beyond the reach of
sectarianism ; beyond all the doctrines and commandments of men, and
take our stand upen the rock of God, upon the loftiest summit to which
mortals in the flesh can attain, and then be true to our elevated posi-
tion, and if we do not find our way to heaven, none from this world will
ever reach that blessed abode.

Fap. Brethren, in the place of our being requized to change again,

I sce now that we never can change, unless we apostatize. When we
advance as far as possible, we can make no change, unless we turn back
- to the flesh-pots of sectarianism. 'When we rise to the highest pinna-
cle, if we make any change in our position, we must descend. None can
get above the highest. If we unite as now contemplated, our Leader, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, is the highest and most exalted of all
leaders. His axthority is above all authority. His doctrine is trans-
cendently above all doctrine..  His love is superior to all Iove. His
mighty name is above every name. Tobe able to claim him as curs
and to be his forever, is the highest and grandest of all hope and all an-
ticipation.
. Meth. I ovce thought that emmersion would be a barrier in my wey,
but I now sec that it will not. We have all admitted immersion t¢ be
* valid baptism all the time, and the same admission is made in all our
books. We who have practiced sprinkling, have witnessed the trouble
in persuading even our own members to believe in it. Indeed, many
of them we never could satisfy, and they are constantly leaving and |
going to the Baptists for no other reason, enly that they never could
believe in sprinkling. Beside, I have always had some doubts in my
own mind about it.

Ires.  Brother M., you have spoken my experience almost as well
as T can do it myself. I sawthe members of all denominations who
sprinkle, going t> immersionists and being immersed, but none
| coming from immersionists to us to be sprinkled. I could not sce the
reason of this. Beside, E have had abundance of trouble that but few
know anything about, in: my pastoral visits, to pacify the eonsciences
of private members. Not only so, but I found that if sprinkli'ng is to
be kept up, I must constantly be kept debating it both in the pulpit
and the- private cirele. I found too, that much of my debating did no |
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good, all of which was discouraging to me. T concluded that I would
look back through the history of sprinkling, and as far back as I could
find any account of it, I found that it had always been in dispute, and
that I could not hope for anything better in the future, if the practice
is continued. I, therefore, have come to the conclusion, that there is
no reason for continuing & practice that has always been in doubt, in-
volving all in doubts and uncertzinty, when I could practice that about
which there is no doubt and uncertainty, and thus satisfy the consciences
of all who submit to it.

Ep. What shall we say of all our old brethren?  Are we to con-
gider them all unbaptized? This looks a little uncharitable,

‘Bap. They are just as safe as they were before.  Your doing what
you can see cleariy to be your duty, makes their condition no worse.
You are only placed in a situation where you can see them more clear-
ly. Bat, if we who preach do our duty, it will not be long till we shall
see the private members doing right. Thousands of them will feel
greatly reliefed to know that you no longer contend for sprinkling, for
they bave always been in doubts about it.

Now, brethren, I believe it is the will of God that we shouid be uni-
ted, and it is the will of the private members of our respective congre-
gations. I think, also, it is our own will. Shall this great work be
brought about ?

Deth. It is my intention most solemnly to go into it.

Pres, 1 think there can be no dispute but we have found what the
private members of our churches demanded: “The Seriptural basis
of Christian Union ;” but I do not know how they will like to take the
steps necessary to enter upon this basis. T am determined upon doing
my own dnty, and leaving the event with God,

Ep. 1 feel very much in the spirit of union, and am well satisfied
with the whole premises, as far as I can sce, but I should like to hold
one more meeting with Mr, C, present, and hear how he will dispose of
certain matiers. )

Bap. T am perfectly willing to have one more mecting with Mr. C.

resent. DBut still, that is of no importance. We are not to unite upon
his views, his doetrine or his opinion, but upon the Bible—and I know
that is right whether we ever meet with brother C., or not.

Meth. That is my understanding of it. We unite upon the Bible,
under Christ, and pledge ourselves, that to the utmost of our ability, we
will serve the Lord the remainder of our life.

Adjourned to this night one week.
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THE USE AND THE ABUSE OF CONTROVERSY.

So much has been vaguely and so much intemperately spoken in de-
preciation of “controversy,” that a few words upon the principles that
should govern a religiousjournal in its discussions, may help some minds
to form wise and just conclusions on that question.

« I dont like controversy,” exclaims a good man in a tone of petu-
Iance as ke throws down his newspaper. We agree with youin dislik-
ing what you énfend by  controversy,” but it may be well to unalyze
your meaning as to the thing to be condemned. To controvert is simp~
ly to argue against the opinion or statement of another, and to attémpt
to disprove it. A c¢ontroversy is in its own nature nothing but a contest
in words between opposing parties,~a prolonged debate. And how
fast and how far, think you, would truth advance in the world if there
were no controversy with error?  Thirty years agn, Dr. Lyman Beech-
er, Dr. Nathauiel Hewit, Dr. Justin Edwards, had a “ controversy”
with Intemperance, and with the apologists of distillers and dramsellers.
More than thirty ycars ago Dr. Woods, Dr. Griffin, Prof. Stuart, Dr.
Beecher, had a controversy with Unitarianism. Do you denouce those
controversies as evil ?

« Ah, but I don’t like religious controversy.””  But surely the last-
named controversy was religious. The coutroversy of President Ed-
wards the second with Dr. Chauncy on Universalism was a “religious”
controversy. The controversial preaching of the elder Edwards against
Arminianism was religious controversy.

¢ It is controversy between brethren to which I object.” But was
not the controversy between Mr. Stoddard of Northampton and Dr.
Mather concerning the terms of Christian communion a controversy be-
tween brethren? That controversy elucidated truth without alienating
the contestants. Did not Baxter have controversies with Baptists and
Prelatists 7 Did not Calvin have sontroversies with his brethren, that
helped the development of theological truth in the Reformation? Come |
good friend, let us try once more to get 2 your meaning, when you de-
nounce ‘¢ controversy.”

«“Well,” say you, “I suppose what I really mean isthat I don’t like
the tone of much of the religious controversy of the times.” Agreed.
So far as that is evil we deplove it, as we would deplore any other in-
firmity or sin. There is much reason to lament that religious contré-
versies are sometimies marred with the spirit of violence and detraction
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so common in the controversies of lawyers, of physicians, and of politi-
cians. But here also there is occasion for analysis and discrimination.
Strong language of rebuke and denunciation is not always proof of an
unhallowed temper. Does the case call for such language? And is
the rebuke administered with proper motiveandaim? These are ques-
tions that will help us to decide upon the propriety of what in itself may
seem harsh or intemperate.

When. certain Jewish believers who were sticklers for the law, came
to Antioch, and Peter through fear of them dissembled, Paul ¢ with-
stood him to the face.” No doubt in some aspeets it was a sad specta-
cle to see two venerable apostles contending about a point on which “all
evangelical Christians” were not agreed. And when Peter by a little
temporizing and expediency had endeavored to avoid a controversy with
the brethren from Jerusalem, and to adapt himself to evangelical Chris-
tiang throughout the whole of Christendom, no doubt it seemed to him
rather ungracious for his brother Paul to bring his dissembling to the
light? But Paul did this in good earnest. He disputed with Peter
“ before them all,”” and « withstood him fo the face, because he was to be
blamed.” Do you blame Paul for this?

And as to language, we imagine that it would be difficult from the
pages of modern controversy, to match in severity these words of Paul

“against the Judaizing teachers who were his constant annoyance : “For

there are many unruly and vain talkers and deccivers, specially they of
the circumcision ; whose mouths must be siopped, who subvert whole
houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.
One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are
alway liers, evil beasts. This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith.” Here an aged apostle
exhorts a young minister to controvert publicly and sharply with a view
to stop their mouths, and to make them sound in the faith. Paul speaks
of the same classof teachers in the church at Corinth as ¢ false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
And no marvel ; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
Therefore it is no great thing if 2is ministers also be transformed as
the ministers of righteousness.” Unless then you would condemn Paul,
it is hardly safe for youto say that the language of denunciation
should never be used by Christians in a religious controversy. Tte
cage may require such language. Yet we should always remember
that © the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”
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Would it not be well, also, to reﬂect that possnbly those who are
forced to the unpleasant duty of a public controversy, know of facts or
circumstances that demand a stronger expression than at the time may
seem to you nocessary ?  We would fain keep the pages of this journal
frec from all personalities, and from all indisercet or intemperate lan-
guage even under the strongest provocation. Discussion, controversy,
there must be in order to the progress of truth and right.  Yet we are
always averse to that mode of advancing the truth, and enter upon it
only at the call of duty. Gladly will we avoid it as far as possible. As
Christian journalists we must be watchful against the assaults of evil
from whatever quarter s—yet would we ever seek the peace of Chmt’s
umversul Church, in the spirit of that ancient hymn:

* Father and Gad, how sweet to see
Thy children dAwell at unity :

Joined all to Christ, the living Head,
Whence life to all is minist'red,
Moved by one 8pirit from above 3
One holy brotherhood of love.

‘« How sweet within one house for all
On Thee with songs of praise tocall ;
And such array of prayer to make,

As heaven with gentle force may take ;
This house let each man love at keart,
Nor snap the cord of peace apart.”

[The above is from the columns of an Exchange. ~We are increas-
ingly assured that the ‘religious world,’ not excepting theentire phalanx
lifting their voice for radical reform, must receive many lessons pertain-
ing to controversy before perfection is attained. The lime to contiro-
vert, and the fone and the sanctified aim, are all worthy of profqund
religious study.—D. O.]

A CHURCH FOR THE RICH.

The Trustees of the new and elegant church of St. Demas and St.
Dives respectfully announce to the metropolitan aristocracy, that they
will have the pleasure of opening their edifice for Divine service on the
first Sunday of next November. In the mean time the pews will be
offered for sale at’ prwes which will place them entirely beyond the
reach of the poor, or even of those who are in moderate circumstances ;
for it is the determination of the Trustces to have the church occupied
exclusively by families of :w'ealth and ‘fashionable distinction.

e e oy e no e
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A call, extended several months ago, to the Rev. Dr Goodasthebest,
has been accepted by that learned and accomplished gentleman, and

a mere announcement of this gratifying fact is deemed & sufficient guars -

antee that the pulpit instructions of St. Demas and 8t. Dives will be
all that the most fastidious taste could require. The distinguished
doctor is as profound as he is considerate of the nerves of his hearers,
and of the infirmities of human nature generally.  All alarming and
startling topics will be studiously avoided ; and hence persons of ten-
der and excitable consciences may repose in the full conviction that
nothing will be uttered at the sacred desk which will, in the least, tend

to disturb their mental trangnility, or mar the intellectual pleasures of |

the occasion.  Dr. Goodasthebest, with his vast resources of learning
at hand, will explore the whole field of religious poetry, and will delve
deeply into the world’s rich historic mine; but it is more especially in
the wonderful works of creation that the doctor is so justly celebra-
ted for his felicitous picturings. He proposes to occupy Sunday after~

noons in noticing the hand of Providence, as manifested, for instance, -

in the glory and magnitude of mountains; in the sentiment pertaining '

to rivers of running waters, and in the sublimity and grandeur of the
rolling ocean. At times, he will be engaged in the no less interesting
cousideration of the character and habits of aniinals ; from the elephant
with his ponderous and ntgjestic tread, down to the little busy, buzzing
bumble-bee. In fact, the doctor is of opinion that, as God made the

lightning bug, as well as the whale, or the earth, or the sun, it follows |

that the little lightning bug, in all its instinets, and relations, and
phosphorescences, is as proper as an object for religious study as are the
motions of the heavenly hodies. '

As an accompaniment to the literary and intellectual banquets in re
serve for the congregation of St. Demas and 8t. Dives, there will be
music of the highest order. A costly organ, with-all the modern stops
and improvements,.and of a rich and heavenly tone, will fill the entire
end of the orchestra. Engagements have also been effected with Mon.
sieur De la Octave and Siguor Pianissimo j the first-named gentleman
well known as the eminent performer on the compound French. clarios
net ; and the latter celebrated for the soothing and enrapturing sounds
which he extracts from the bugle and the flute. Itis a great satisfac
tion for the Trustees to be able farther to state that they have secuted
the services of fifteen celebrated artists form the Ttalian Opera House,
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who, togethet‘with several native singers of uncommoh merit, will cons
stitute the choir.

The interior arrangements of the chutch 4re such as to defy all pos=
sible competition. The pews are of a large size, and each one is fur-
nished with eight movable antique cushioned chairs of the most elabo-
rate workmanship. The liberal construction of the pews in regard to
size is intended to accommodate the pre.ailing expansions in the mat-
«ter of feminine costume : while the moveable chairs will give to oceu-
pants the superior advantage of being able to change their position,
and to direet their vision to any yuarter of the church they wav desire,
while, at the same time, they can be comfortably seated. It 7ill thus
be seen that those persons present who are of an inquiring mind will
have ample opportunity to inform themselves as to who are regular at-
tendants at church, as also to learn any little particulars of their ap-
pearance, dress, and manner, Which may gratify a natural curio ity.

Ttis a common observetion, that many individuals of delicate or
enfeebled constitutions, who are in the habit of attending church, find
it difficult to keep awake during the entire continuance of the services.
In regard to these our worthy doctor has long advocated 2 theory as

philosophical as it is comfortable. . He is of the opinion that a short |

nap is preferable to continued drowsiness, and that a person in a semi-
dormant state, engaged in an unequal combat with Morpheus, and striv-
ing to keep awake, is one of the most pitiable spectacles in the world.
The allowed indulgence of a few minutes’ sleep; therefore, the good
doctor thinks admissable and advisable, because it enlivens and re-
freshes the power of the mind, and sharpens the religious sensibilities
to such a degree that the sermon is afterward all the better apprecia-
ted. In deference to this infirmity of our sluggish nature, and acting
on the benevolent suggestion of Dr. Goodasthebest, the Trustees have
procured a great desideratum.  The movable antique chairs have been
furnished with beautifully cushioned pads, or, more properly, in mod-
ern phiase, ¢ church somnolents.” These somnolents, a perfect luxury
for sleepy-heads, are ingeniously contrived to slile upward from the
hack ¢haiz, to any required height ; and *he mere sight of them, even to
a wakeful man, is enough to invite to repose and dreamy contempla-~
tion. Although soft as the downy breast of, the swan, the somnolent is
-in shape considerably concave, so that the sleeper néed be under no ap-
preacnsion that his head will bob about from side to side during his
nap, as would be the case were the somnolent entirely flat. The Trust-
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ees have too high a sense of the properties which pertain to a Christian
chureh, ever to leave a road open for that grotesque and unscemly
journey, vulgarly termed  going to the land of ~Nod,” and hence the
concavity of the somnolents,

There will be no prayer-meetings or Sunday-schools connected with
the Church of St. Demas and St. Dives, and during the threc Summer
months (commencing of course in 1858) Sunday morning service will be
the only service of the week. These arrangements have been thought
expedient from several considerations.

First : The children of the congregation being under the instruction
of numerous: French music and dancing masters during the week, and
strained probably beyond measure, with a view to premature proficiency
it follows obviously enough, that they need the leisure hours of Sun-
day for suitable recreation. Confinement in a close air of & Sunday-
school room, after six days tension of mind and body, wonld be as posi-
tively a detriment to the children, as it would unnecessarily consume the
sacred Sabbath hours of those who would be required to teach them.

Second : In regard to evening prayer-meetings. 'The Trustees hold
to the grand Secriptural principle, that there is o time for all things.
Sunday, for instance, they consider as the appropriate and Heaven-ap-
pointed time for going tochurch. They are quite willing, therefore,
thas the highly fashionable and exelusive congregation of St. Demas
and St. Dives should give attendance on week day evenings at the
theatre and various osher places of public amusement with which our
metropolis abounds. For these, and for the many entertainments given
at the saloons and drawing-rooms of wealth and fashion, it will be found
that every evening of the secular week will be imperatively needed.

In short, whether the above carefully devised plans are considered as
meeting the great moral and spiritual demands of the nineteenth cen-
tury, or as forming, when perfected, the most comfortable ecclesiastical
organization the world has known, the Trustees feel assured that they
will ultimately be acknowledged as constituting the true and only Roy-
al Road to Heaven. All which is most respectfully submitted.

' Turopor: FRBEANDEASY,
President of the Board of Trustees of the Church of St. Demas and St.
Dives. - .

[The preceding we copy from a New York journal, which is publish-
ed under the head of Advertisement Extraordinary. Let it be read
and pondered.]
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PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION, No. 2.

GOD JUSTIFIED IN CREATING INTELLIGENCES TIIA® MIGHT SIN. |

In article No. 1 it has been shown upon philosophie principles, that
man could not have been what he is—an accountable, moral agent—
without the liability and power to do evil as well as to do good. The
capacity for virtue, in the nature of things, implies the capacity for vice.
Whoever has no power to defrand, cannot, in a virtuous sense, be ealled
honest. The Almighty hud formed millions of creatures that could not
sin, such as beasts, birds, fishes reptiles, plants and rocks 3 but, wish-
ing to rise higher in-all the sublimities of creation, he resolved to make
a king to be set over all the inferior product.ions ofhis hand. Beinga
king, he must have intellectual and moral developements capacitating
him to fill his office. This makes him a connecting link between the
material and spiritual worlds, and, being allied to the immaterial uni-
verse, he must act in harmony with its laws, or suffer the penally of
their violation.

Just at this angle starts a question, whick, though it may be some-
what beyond the orbit of mere chapter-and-verse readers, is neverthe-
less deserving of an answer ; for men will think, and talk, and write
about it ; and itis not to be staved off with the brand of speculation
without an attempt to find a single fact in nature, or the bible in espla-
dation of it. It may be a foolish and even an impious thought, but the
question, some time of life, rises in most reflecting minds that survey
the misery endure here and hereafter : Why did God make us at all if
he knew all our present and futuve sufferings? This we will answer by
saying that more good than evil will reslt from creation, that more
human beings will be saved than lost, that God will be glorified for his
wonderful works, and that he will do the very best thing possible for
every creature.

This is all true, but it by no means reaches the bottom of the diffi-
culty, for another query comes up immediately, viz: Why a Leing
infinilely powerful and good did not so order the plan of creation and
preservation as fo shul out every evil effect?  Why ercct a theatre to
show off the glory of the many to be saved, if it involved the misery
even of 2 very few? Say what we will, these queries are the real foun-
dation of all those anti-hell doctrines of ancient a's well as modern times.
The thought that future punishment, as represented in the pulpit, is

—
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unjust and severe, set men to scarching the bible for something that
would not violate their sense of justice. Few mischiefs have been of |
ranker growth than the distorted, bombastic, would-be-cloquent, des-
eriptions of ¢ hell and the damned,” well scasoned with the ridiculous
cant of young circuit-riders and old ignoramuses who seem to think that
sinners will love God far more for hell’s sake than for Jesus’ sake.
Poets have taxed all their powers to create the most hideous images of
sinners floundering in the lake of fire and brimstone, yelling for pain,
pierced through and through by demon blades of flame, and tormented
uncreasingly by a thousand hell-hags, rising now and then to the boil-
. 3
ing surface only to hear the doleful bell of Pluto roll the dreadful note
—Eternity.

Par ont it thrust a dart that might have made

The knees of Terror quake, and on it hung,

Withiu the triple barh. a beiug pierced

Fhrongli soul and body both.  Otheavenly make

Original, the being seemed, but fallen,

Ard wornand wasted with enormons wo.

Aud «tisl, around the everlasting lanece,

It writhed. convulsed, and uttered mu~ic aroans;

And tried and wished, awl ever tied and wished
To die; but could not die. (Pollock)

God forbid that I should subtract anything from “ the terrors of the
Lord,” for it isa fearful thing to fallinto his hands ; but any attempt
to clothe things of the eternal world with a garb so palpably buman,
tends ouly to produce disgust and unbelief. God will bave us make o
image of himself, because our best conceptions of his form and glory
would only dishonor him and injure us; and with equal propriety we
should be careful not to paint, or daub rather, the dread Unseen in the
vile images of human thought. Some wise men can think of no heaven
but the one they would fix up on the hills of Judea with fine gardens,
good fruit, a better breed of tender hearted lions feeding with the lambs,
with Christ on David's veritable throne, the saints like true aristocrais
holding ali the offices of state, and all other arrangements neeessary for
having a very pleasant time of it.  'I'hese gentlemen receive no conso-
lation from your ¢ ghost heaven.” If heaven should not be cheap
cnough to be cognizable by the corporcal senses it would bave but few |
charms for them. So of hell. The preacher must figure it all out. It
must have its walls, its furnaces, whole herds of damned souls, troops of
devils prodigally dealing the welting stroke, its bitter oaths, hissing
serpents, bany death and whatever other apparatus is thought needful
for the work of conversion.




VA

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 303

——— e e _— e e o e S et e e = < = mrb—

Now although t,be blble symbolizes both heaven and hell under vari-
ous and numerous illustrations drawn from this world, it never falls be-
low a heavenly dignity by any minute and vulgar details of things not
seen, to conjure up hopes of the one, or fears of the other. The worst
feature of such descriptions of the infernal world is this: It never, or
seldom fails to create a hard feeling against God, for the people not hav-
ing adequate notions of the hugeness of sin and of its natural and neces-
sary result have their sympathies all roused and immediately ask, Why
such horrid sufferings for the tiifling sins of & short life; and also, If
the Creator knew 2ll this why did he ever give us being? These are
difficultics that will ever recur to thoughtful minds until the true reason
for the feprful denounciations of the bible are justified. And we repeat
that this misconception f the nature of punishment and the reason of
it, is the starting point, the heart and core of all those doctrines that
would shorten the permd of future retribution. They are an effort of
the huwan mind to free the character of God from what they conceive
to be injustice. Nor will they ever give up their views as long as they
believe their philosophy to be necessary to redeem the bible and its au-
thor from the allegations of cruelty and injustice,

All agree that“ God will judge the world m righteousness.” No
one will be punished more than he ought to be. Should a certain allow-
ance be made for a heathen birth and edueation, e knows how to
make it. Has any suffered from ungodly parents, froward circurnstan-
ces, or any conditions of life that shorid mitigate the scveritics of an
otherwise just judgment—has any sinped through ignorance, or been
carried away into vice by strong temptation when his will really was
not engaged in crimd), the Omniscient will understand it 21l and will be
f 1y able to cipher out a just cquation between the sins of the soul and
a righteous retribution.

Neither the doctrine of Restoration nor that of Aunihilation relieves
us of any difficulty supposed to exist, for wheiber the ungedly are
restored after o thousand years® punishment, or die the second death in
oue hour, justice must be done them ; and if you shorten the time you
must increase the intensity of pain ; and it makes pot the least differ-
erence as to the charge of injustice whether you crowd it allinto a year
or spread it over anage. The second death does not mean second an-
nihilation {for death and annihilation are termsof very different import)
and if it does it by no means untics the supposed Gordian knot, for to
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suffer ten years with a given intensity of pain is the same thing, in the
penal code, as tosuffer one year with ten times the severity ; so that if
we are willing that justice be dene, and willing, too, to let God decide
what that may consist in, and is what manner it shall be administered,
there will be but little gained in eziginating uny view of punishment to
mollify the sentence in Matt. 25: 4¢., ¢ These shall goaway into ever-
lasting punishment.” We do not feel it incumbent upon us to explain

the Almighty’s conduet, much less to apologize for it ; we only wish to :
show that in the philosoply of things there is no more reason to ery out .

against the bible doctrine of future punishment than against any of
those apologizing systems hat would try tosave our Maker’s reputation
among men. For if every man is to be rewarded according to his
works ; this implies that all sinners will not suffer alike since all have
not sinned alike ; and this difference may be made either in the time or
severity of punishment without breaking in upon the character of God
or violating our own sense of justice. But even this view of the sub-
jeet, though, as we hunbly think, it considerably blocks the wheels of
several one-cyed systems, is fux from presenting a full view of the prin-
ciple involved in the punishment of the wicked. We shall try, in No. 3,
to add to the are already begwa what will enable us to determine more
accurately the true form of the ellipsis. We treat the subject rathar
philosophically than scripturally to suit the character of the difficulty.
» T. M.

GEOLOGICAL REASONING AND. BIBLICAL FACTS,

With she name of Adam Townley many of our.readers are familiar.
He is a minister of the Church of England residing at Paris, Canada
West. He is a vigorous writer and a gentleman of more than medium
intellectual power. He believes that the Bible and its facts can be
defended against every assailant and every cavil. Lately he has given
the readers of an influential weekly journal a series of essays upon the
scepticism of the Westminster Review, and he lays an occasional stripe
upon the back of Hugh Miller, the famed author of several Geological
works, and more recently a work entitled the ¢ Testimony of the
Rocks.” From Mr. Townley’s articles we extract the subjoined, which

will sefve as a specimen of how he handles the topics that he touches.
D. 0. -

Geology is avowedly in its fafancy asa science, and indeed, most evi-
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{ denly rust remain so, until that day when we shall know as we are
known. Tor, in very truth, notwithstanding the rapid progress of our
age in the material application of the different sciences, with respect to
the seeret, almost sacred principles of them all, we may literally use the
. wordsof the Apostle and confess that we now sce through a glass darkly.’
" And coneerning none of the sciences more than geology is this entirely
" tue.  How absard, then, is it to bring forward our twilight glimmer-

ings concerning a very small portion of its facts, in the expectation that !

i they will extinguish the clear torch-like blaze of Revelation!

It is without doub our want of geological knowledge, rather than its
& . superabundance, that causes geologyto present us with so many difficul-
E  tics. And these difficultios are, I cannot but think, greatly increased
B : by the efforts of some well-intentioned geologists, who, like the talented
§ . and pious Hugh Miller, endeavor to interpret the Mosiac account of the
' eommencement of the prescnt order of creation by the very little which
" geology has yet revealed, or perhaps ever will reveal, concerning the
pre-Adamite history of our globe. It is clearly a trial of our faith, and
reasonably so, since we are only required to be content to let *secreb
things belong unto the Lord ;” for, be it remembered, geology brings

B . the conjectural reasoning of men upon the facts of geology that makes

' the difficulty. To me, therefore, it is a matter of great regret that the
late excellent and gifted Mr. Miller should, in his “Testimony of Rocks”
B hove given a non-natural interpretation to the Dlosaic Week in order
§ . that, by stretching it over an unlimited series of ages, he might make
B . it take in what appeared to him to have been the order of ereation. By
} : sodoing, I think he has fairly laid himself open to the rejoicing sneer of
§  theinfidel-hearted Wrsnirxstra: Reviewer, who asks if the Bible is to
: ! be subjected; in its plainest statements, to such forced interpretations—
f  “What, in such circumstances, is the use of the bovk? In its declara-
| tions on the most important pointsit may be meaning something totally
different,” (to its apparent meaning,) ““and of which mankind will get
1o inkling for thousands of years.”

To this, I confess, I have no answer to give, if such contortions are
| . admissable, as Mr. Miller, and other timid Christian geologists, have
. used, in order to reconcile their necessp.rily. crude theories with the
. Bible.

Noy—1 belicve tiat in every case: the liferal fnierpretation of the

no_facls against the facts of the inspired Mosaic account. It is only
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Bible, where, according to the ordinary lawsof language, it admits of
a literal interpretation, is the right one. Ioly Seripture was not writ-
ten for geologists, or other learned savans, as such; it was written for
plain men, in dérder to aid in making them wise unto salvation. And,
for once, I perfeetly agree with-the Wesrsmivsren, that if the Bible is
to be subjected to the non-natural and forced interpretations of any set
of men—I care not whether they be geologists, Romanizers, or ultra-
Protestants—-it becomes, for all practical purposes, useless.

But what, then, are we to do? since we must act, not asmere super-
stitious votaries, but as those whom God Himself invites to reason upon
Hisdoings. The Wesrunsren Reviewers, and even many frightened
geological Christians tell us that the facts of geology clearly disprove
the Mosaic account of the ereation according to its literal interpreta-
tion. What, then, I ask again, are we to do? Why, simply deny the

facts : refuse to acquicsce in the truth of this assertion ! Let God be .
true, though every man be aliar ; and certain it is that geology canzof |

prove one of ils anti-Mosaic slalements § carn only offer what it.conceives
to be plausible conjectures in support of ils unbelief. Geology as a
seience, I fearlessly repeat, is itself walking in profound dark..css, and
shall it presume to usurp the place of Revelation? It is verily the
blind seeking to lead the blind jand if men, wilfully forsaking the light
of Revelation, will be so foolish as to follow such guidance, need we to

marvel if both the guide and his followers fall into the pi$ of perdition ? -

That geological dificulties (or rather pheromena} exist, which we,
on account of our ignorance, can not explain, is natural ; the marvel
would be if it were notso. I am told, for instance, that the world
must have exsisted and been inbabited innumerable ages before the cre-

ative week, described in the Book of Genesis, commenced.  Well, there

is nothing there that contradicts this ; the earth, donbtless, was created
and again destroyed. But light, air, a separation of earth and water
were, it is said, all necessary to animal existence, and Moses tells us
that the formation of these things did not take place wntil the first week
of our present creation. Well, what proof Lave we that all this hag,
not onee existed and been destroyed, or thrown its chaos? But light,

if indeed it were needed, might have illumined nature without thesun;
the earth might roll through space unconnected with the present plane- -
tary system ; animal, or most probably reptile and marine, life might |

exist under an organization altogether different tathe present.
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CHAPELS, TEA PARTIES, BAZAARS, CAMP-MEETINGS.

A gentleman by the name of T. Me Collum, a minister of the Wes-
leyan Church, writes to one of the journals in the City of Toronto, on
the opening of a new chapel, and intimates that—

¢« The result of our opening services and tea were £101 18s 9d., in-
cluding £60 subscription at the tea-meeting ; this wilt about meet all
our lizbilities, and pay off an old debt of £15. On the following Wed-
nesday the friends at Newmarket held their Bazaar ; and although the
roads were extremely bad, preventing the friends from the country com-
ing, yet they will have in hand about fifty dollars after all expenses are
met.” . .

The influence of tea, we are assured by reliable authority, is very
powerful and stimulating. Whether it is young hyson or old hyson, or
a religious mixture of both, that opens the purses of those who hold
them tight notwithstanding the special spiritual influence which is af-
firmed to be experienced, is doubtless a secret not revealable to all ; but
it is published, and therefore revealed, that the said “opening services
and tea” produced a wvaluable result—the combined influence gavé
£101 18s 9d, or 8407 and 5ets. “With all your gettings, get money,’
is a proverb, not of Solomon, but of the wise men of this generation.
“The Lorc loves a cheerful giver;” but whether the Lord made tea to
influence or stimulate men to give cheerfully to promote spiritual enter-

| prizes, is as doubtful to our mind as that he gave a special mission to

Tetzel to peddle and sell indulgences.  If all such tea operations ecould
speak, they would say in plain English : ¢ Come, good people, we will
pat pleasant drink and fine biscuit into your stomack if you will only
put some gold or silver into “ ous” church treasury.” Now, to approach
a spiritual man, one who is, in the Bible sense, ‘born of the Spirit,” and
say to him, *Sir, if you will aid the cause of Christ by contributing to
the chapel fund or the missionary fund, you will be paid in tea and
erackers;” would be looked upon by him as an offer somewhat approach~
ing the singuiar religious policy of Simon at Samaria who proposed to
buy the power of conferring spiritual gifts with his money. These
pious tea parties and these sales of articles called bazaars, call for re-
view ; for Protestantdom is becoming as responsible for this sort of re-
ligious machinery as Papaldom has become responsible for traffic of a
much more flagrant character, although THE PRINCIPLE is precisely the
same whether the arrangements and ceremonies are in the name of the
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Big Man at Rome or under the gnidance of those who protest against
him. The principle is not spiritual. 'To a greater or Iess extent an
appeal is made to the flesh, It isan attempt to coax satan to assist the
Saviour. The Lord of heaven and carth, we most solemuly believe, re-
quires no such aid. When, O when will all men, and especially all
ministers who avowedly serve in the Christian sanctuary, learn that
spiritual fruit can be produced only by spiritual agencies?

Donation parties, tea services, bazaars for religious commerce, and
camp«mcetings; for the purpose of advancing or maintaining heaven’s
cause, arc not to be avoided or condemned because they scem to human
reason to be inexpedient ; but simply and solely because they are not
“after the mind of the Spirit.” We conscientiously avow before God
angd man that we have no personal or bigotted fecling against these

_ appliances and instrumentalities. We affirm however, and me bound

to affirm, with the teachings of icaven before us, that they are not of
God ; and hence it is obligatory on every member of the ¢cpiritual
house,’ clothed ¢ with the armour of light,’ to testify most lovingly yet
decidedly against them.

Speaking of Camp Meetings, we are reminded of an article which re- |

cently appearcd in the Free Press, publishedin our own Canada London.
The editor thus writes: : :

< Camp Meetings have been prevalent among certain religions de-
nominations since the settlement of Canada, and their number seem to
be rather on the increase than otherwise. Whe example of the Isracl-
ites is brought forward as a reason, and we are told that upon saered
occasions they used to dwell  seven days in booths made of the boughs
of goodly trees, branches of paln trecs, and the boughs of thick trees
and willows of the brook, to rejoice before the Lord.” Tt is sn undoult-
ed fact that the gathering of lurge numbers of mankind together for an
especial objeet has a wonderful influence, und that those wio might oth-
erwise present the obdurate qualities of the “ necther milistone” often
melt into contrition under the emotional feclings produced in the com-
pany of assembled thonsands. 1t is not our purpose, however,to dis-
cuss the expediency of these annual gatherings kuown as Camp Meet-
ings, but to state that one attended by unusual numbers is being held
in London Township. We paid a visit to the scene on Munduy, aud
arrived somewhat late in the afternoon, wondering much at the stream
of vehicles that were to be seen going and coming. There were omni-
busses, cabs and buggies from the city, while the farmers, from the

country parts, came either in their strong carriages or in waggons. On

arriving at the ground selected we found it to consist of an oblong

squaze, the sides of which were surrounded Ly booths, not a3 the Israel-
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ites of old made them “of boughs of goodly trees,” but made of sound
lumber, and roofed in good style, forming comfortable sojourning houses.
In the centre the congregation met, and were seated on narrow strips
of wood placed at intervals across logs, and at o distance of about
twelve inches from the ground. At the end of the oblong square was
the pulpit stand, and immediately below it the seats for the choir, which
in its turn faced the seats set apart for “anxious inquirers.”  The Rev.
Mr. Donse, of this city, deliveTed a very able sermon in the afternoon,
which was followed by very considerable excitement, during which loud
and unceasing appeals were made to the Son to come down and Save
them.  The leaders now went round and anxionsly inquired of the
individuals forming the congregation ifthey had “got religion,” a ques-
tion that was rephed to in various ways, and some not the most courte-
ous. The cffect of the inquiry was to send-a great number, perhaps
seventy, to the anxious seats, where they were engaged, seemingly, in
prayer, and some were evidently in great distress of mind.  Meanwhile
the ministers went among them, urging them to pray, which they con-
tinued to do, accompaniced with much sobbing, crying, and exclamatory
ejaculations. At last they retired, one by one, and those to whom the
booths or tents belonged proceeded to prepare tea and other refresh-
ments for their friends.”

The editor of the Frec Press testifies correctly that the example of
the Israclites dwelling in bootbs is regarded as {urnishing a  scriptural
plea for assemblies called Camp Mectings.  Whether the blowing of
of horus by the pricsts for the overthrow of the walls of Jericho, is the
reacon why our fricnds have a tin-horn to blow at such times, we have
not learned 5 but we can vouch that, to our mind, the one example
would be as appropriste as the other. The Jews, in remembrance of
the period when they were strangers without 2 Lome, and because the
Lord enuacted it as one of the national ordinances, did dwell at stated
periods in bootis. This they did for their own sake ; and if owr
friends who go out to the woods and make booths, not of ¢ branches,’
but of sawed “lumber,’” would do so in remembrance of their old Egyp-
tian state, they would follow in some sort the ancient Israclite custom.
But, if we apprehend their dosign, it is not for themsclves that they
oxdain and get up forest and fent congregations.  Hence the Jewish
boothis and these partizan tents ure, to our vision, as difierent as law-
giver Moses and reformer Wesley.

Tt is not Lhewever on such grounds that we offer a word of disapproval,
o A Camp Mecting is of the same nature asa modernly devised Protract-
; ¢d Mecting. ' They are the same in kind, differing only in degree—the
i Camp Mecting heing a larger wholesale of the Drotracted Meeting pro-

W
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cess. In candor we should here observe that there is no valid objection
to a meeting being protracted from day to day or from week to week—
no valid objection to an enlarged assembly for gospel scrviees in the
forest, or upon the open plain, or on the top of a hill, a mountain, or a
valley. No. It isthe unauthorized performance at such times and
places—it is the unapostolic operation at these gatherings—which is

objectionable. At the Camp Becting near London, as at late Mectings -

of like stamp near Belleville and in Hillier, there was an appeal to the
Saviour to come down from heaven to save the people ; and afier “very
considerable excitement” caused by “loud and unceasing appeals” in
the form of prayer, the “leaders went round and anxiously inquired of
the individuals forming the congregation if they had ‘got religion.’”
So says the Free Press, endorsed by the Toronto Guardian. And what
then ?  Saysour cotemporary, “the effect of the inquiry was to send a
great number to the anxious seats, where they were engaged, seceming-
1y, in prayer,and some were evidently in great distress of mind.”  All
this is to be received asa veritable description of what actually oceur-
red, and thercfore these proceedings not being private but publie, and
made doubly public by appearing in the form of a report in the col-
umns of a public journal, it is both legitimate and hororable to offer a
word of review.

¢ The ministers,” says our cotemporary,  went among them,” went
among those who were ‘sErMINGLY engaged in prayer,’ “urging them to
pray, which they continued to do, accompanied with much sobbing, cry-
ing, and exclamatory ejaculations.” Such is the testimony of an eye-
witness, whose language is taken at par in the Guardian office, Toronto.
ITaving therefore the antire process before us, can we not calmly and
with a full stock of divine charity look at the items which make up the
elements of power to convert men according to the latest style of Camp
Méetings? Let us honestly try:

1. A powerful scrmon, peradventure by an eloquent speaker, con-
taining a measure.of truth, but singularly mixed with the ¢doctrines
and commandments of men,’ and specially interspersed with anecdotes
of various sorts, and death-bed scepes and utterances.

2, The arrangement of the seekers’ bench, otherwise cglled the
alter of prayer.

3. A very pressing and exciting invitation to all who seek salvation
to approach and kneel down at this alter.
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4. Preachers, exhorters, and strong helpers agonizingly pray and
make appeals for Christ to come, for the Holy Spirit to come, and for
faith to come, to save these inquirers.

5. The seckers are instructed to pray for faith and salvation, and to
keep struggling and wrestling for “the blessing” after the manner that
Jacob wrestled with the angel.

6. After many terrifying exclamations and startling petitions, the
leaders in the movement request to know if the seekers ‘feel better’—
‘got religion’—*received the Spirit’—<obained the blessing’—*if Christ
has come and spoke peace to the soul.?

7. Those who, after great distress, affirm that they feel easier and
tell their feelings so that what they relate amounts to 2 ‘good experi-
ence,” are regarded as hopefully converted ; which means, if we under-
stand the expression in connexion with other statements, that the Holy
Spirit has been received and that faith has come, and that the seekers
have obtained the blessing of pardon.

8. Yet these converts, notwithstanding what the Lord as it is said
has done for them and what their own and others’ prayers have done
for them, are only regarded as converts in part—they have not full
memberskip till they pass through a trial of half a year.

These specifications, we believe, are strictly correet ; and we will in
the first place say that we have not the slightest prejudice against one
of them. We should be quite disposed to follow this method and imi-
tate this picture to the letter, provided the voice of the Redeemer did
so direct. The capital question is, Were the apostles of Jesus instructed
to go into all the world and make converts asthese converts are made?
And a second question is equally vital, Did the inspired ministers, in
their living labors, convert men by such means? . And a third question
has as much practical pith in it, If the salvation which is of God has
not changed, and human nature has not changed, should not the same
gospel be pwached in this age as was preached in the first age of the
religion of Christ, and ‘the same agencies employed to convert men
to the blessed Lord and Saviour ?  And may we not ask a fourth ques-
tion to this effect, Do not the living oracles furnish us with an exact and
reliable registry of the gospel as delivered to men from the lips of
Christ’s preachers, including every direction relative to how sinners are
to be turned from Satan to the Saviour?

But ere we speak of the inspired model of making converts, let us here
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quote a few words from minister Carroll, of Belleville, as he describes
the"effects of certain Camp Meetings. Writing to onc of the Canada
journals, he says— .

“As I had hoped, our late camp-meetings have, indecd, been the
means, under God, of originating many other revival-mectings. From
all parts of the district from which I have heard, revivals are in pro-
gress . . . . In the centreof Ilungerford, for about a fortnight
past, a glorious revival bas been in progress ; a revival which, for sud-
denness, depth, and power, Inever saw exceeded, if equalled. It isa
work of sanctification as well as conviction and conversion. Tifty a%
the altar at once is common, and the whole country, for miles around,
seems moved by a mighty influence. A revival has broken out in Shan-
nonville, I am told, under tho labours of oue of our zealous local preach-
ers. A protracted-meeting is being held vear Ferry Point. A neigh-
bourhood in the same Circuit, Demorestrille, called Gerean’s, has been
the scette of a Dlessed revival ever since the Hillier camp-meeting, to
which itis adjacent. Ihave heard good news from several places in the
Consecon Cirenit . . . . . This movement is the fruit of
preaching and living holiness, and of honouring the Holy Ghost, by ac-
knowledging the inefficiency of argumentation and elogquence without
his efficient aid.”

We can listen to Mr. Carroll with undisturbed spirit, and, we trust,
with candor. He tellsus of a revival breaking out at Shannonville, as
though it was like a fire that had broken out in that village. This
language is consistent with the system to which Mr. Carroil subseribes.
Tiguratively,according to this method,there is vaderstood to be impart-
ed directly from heaven a species of sacred fire into the hearts of unbe-
lievers, and the flame bursts out.  Itis alluded to in the gentleman’s
language when he affirms that these ‘revivals’ are the fruit of “honour-
ing the Holy Ghost” as well as other causes. As we have not"the |
siightest feeling of opposition to any word, sentiment, or ageney which is
approved by heaven, it would be a great pleasure to coincide with
friend Carroll and believe with him that the manner of making converts,
already deseribed, is honoring to the Holy Spirit.  'Will our friend at
Bellerille have patieace with us while we proceed to show that, accord- |
ing to the sceriptures of truth, the system of conversion which he adopts
and pursues is essentially a disowning and a disbonoring of the Sacred |
Spirit? It is our pufpose to altend to this work in & suzceeding chap- i
ter. Our readers may expect it in another issue.

|
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THE EVANGELICAL ALLLANCE AT BERLIN.

The following is from the columns of an Exchange : '

It is pleasant to turn from records of war, to some indication of the

progress of the Kingdom of peace. This we have in a cheering measure |

in the .meeting of the Evangelical Alliunce, held last month at Berlin,
under the special auspices of the King of Prussia. This meeting has
been looked forward to with great interest for many months, and great
expectations have been raised as to its results. As the repott, although
very interesting, is lengthy, we must be content with offering a brief
abstract of the proceedings at this apparently most delightful Confer-
ence. It was opened on Wednesday evening the 9th Sept. in the Gar-
rison Church, and commenced with the singing of the 100th Psalm, by
the Dom choir. The evening was spent in reading portions of Serip-
ture and offering prayer ; in German by Pastor Kuntzel, of Elberfeld ;
in French by M. Fisch from Paris ; and in English by the Hon. and
Rev. Baptist Noel. ¢ After further singing and a closing blessing, the
meeting separated, deeply impressed with this opening act. On the
following morning the conference received from the Rev. Dr. Krum-
macher—whose writingsiare as well known and as highly esteemed in
England and Ameriea as in.his own country—an address of welcome,
full of warm feeling and sound sense ; for the benefit of the British and
Americans present, this speech was translated into English by a elergy-
man from Scotland. 'The representatives of various ¢ religious bodies’
then came forward to greet the meeting. Sir Culling Eardley as the

representative of the Buglish churches, accepted and returned the .

hearty grecting extended to his countrymen ; be paid a tribute of grat-
itude to the King of Prussia, with whom the idea of the.Berlin Confer-
ence originated, and who in the face of many difficulties and much op-

position had thus happily beheld its realisation,

Sir Culling was followed by Mr. Smith, Secretary of the Connre«a-

“tional Umon, whomade’some happy allusions to the approaching union

of the Royal Houses of Great Britain and Prussia ; by a gentleman from
Scotland, and a German from Australia, and the whole series of grect-
ings was closed by a French Reformed minister, Grandpierre, who in
addition to the current topics of the day and the occasion, alluded feel-
ingly to the hospitable reception that his countrymen and co-religion~
ists had met with in Prussia at the time of the revocation of the Edict
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of Nantes. The evening of the same day was devoted to two discoursos,
“ on a comparison between these conferences of Christians of various
doctrines, and the assemblies of the early Christian Church.”  Friday
morning was devoted to .liscourses on ¢ Unity in spite of the diversity
of Protestant Christians.” The King had signified bis intention of be-
ing present at the conference upon this cceasion, but was prevented by
ill health. He however provided special trains for such members of the
conference as chose to visit him at Potsdam, and to Potsdam went 9¢0
of the assembled strangers. When the King appeared he was received
with “a Babelish burst of salutations,”  every man in his own tongue”
greeting the good-natured monarch.

As soon as these polyglot salutations had subsided, the sccrctary of
the Prussian branch of the evangelical Alliance presented to the King
the thanks of that body for his original idea of convening these confer-
ences ; and for the constant furtherance and assistance he had extended
to the execution of their plans, which had resulted in the numerous
assembly he saw now before him. The King answered that he was at a
loss for words; that he knew not how to express his gratified astonish-
ment ; he had no expectation that his hopes and wishes could have re-
ceived such an ample fulfilment. He congratulated them all on the
auspicious commencement that had been made, and trusted that God
would finish the good work of conciliation and concord that was evi-
dently commenced among them. He then passed on to the Americans,
the most westernly group, assisted by Chevalier Bunsen. The promi-
nent members of this deputation were imtroduced by Mr. Wright their
diplomatic represeuntative. Sir Culling Bardley as the spokesman of
the English group, was then introduced to the King. He thanked his
Majesty for the opportunity thus offered them of meeting together in
his dominions, and alluded to the bonds already existing between the
two nations,—common origin, common faith, and that further bond
about to be added by marriage. Thanking the King sgain for his
many personal exertions in furtherance of the cause, he proceeded to in-
troduce the Hon. Baptist Noel, Sir Edward North Buston, Mr. Finch,
the Treasurer of the Alliance ; the Rev. Dr. Steane, Hon. Secretary of
the Evangelical Alliance, and Secretary of the Baptist Union ; and the
Rev. George Smith, Secretary of the Congregational Union.

The King answered, in English, by disclaiming any of the merit at-
tributed of having done much for the Alliance, but it had his hearty

&
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sympathy, and he rejoiced to believe that in the two days that had
clapsed God’s blessing had rested on the meeting.

On his return to the palace the whole assembly cheered both the
Kingard the Queen repeatedly and continuously in multifarious forms
i and manners, and immediately afterwards broke up in all hasteto enter
" the trains, which were waiting not fur off.

* At the morning sitting of the Evangelical Conference of Saturday,
i specches were delivered by the Professors Nitzsch and Sack and by the
" Prelate Kapffupon the idea of universal priesthood. R
| In the afternoon, the King attended the mecting, and heard with ap-
parent satisfaction the discourse of M. Fisch, from Paris, and of M.
Kind, from Milan, on the situation of the Protestants in I'rance and
Italy. Thelatter carnestly bespoke the sympathy and assistance of
the Evangelical Alliance to support and assist the feeble spark of evan-
gelical truth in Italy. An Armenian and a Spanish gentleman also
address the meeting . . . The English committee met on Saturday
morning, Sir Culling Eardley and the arl of Roden taking the chair
successively. Several subjects of great importance were discussed at
length ; amongst others a proposition for the establishment of a refuge
for Romish priests who are dissatisfied with the corrupt dogwas of
. their own Church, and earnestly desirous of obtaining further light and
Scripture knowledge. The committee continued its discussions on Mon-
: day, while reports from various countrics were continued to be read in
the Garrison Church.

On Tuesday the principal question discussed, was ¢ what means of
defence Evangelical Christians possess against the aggression of the
Roman Catholic Church ;” the result of the discussion was the appoint-
ment of a comn:ittee to watch over the movements of the Catholic
Church. On Wednesday, the King unexpectedly attended the after-
noon meeting of the conference, the discussion of which had special
reference to Christian Missions in the Danubian Principalities and in
Turkey. On Thursday the Rev. J. Cairns from Berwick-on-Tweed
delivered a discourse characterised as ““most valuable and cxcellent” on
the “possible and probable result to be attained in Literatureand Reli-
gion by the union of German and British Christians.”

The last concluding act of all was the administration of the Lord’s
Supper at the Church of the Moravian Brothers to above 400 persons
of all denominations, even including,numerous Lutherans, although the
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manner of cclebrating the rite was not according to their ritual.. For
the purpose of avoiding all dissensions on the points in dispute between
the Lutherans and Calvinists, the narrative of the institution of the Sac-
rament and the consecration of the clements was read from the 1lth
chapter of St. Paul’s Ist Epistle to the Corinthians. It is not a little re-
markable that the pian adopted by the Conference in the administra-
tion of the Lord’s Supper “for the purpose of aveiding all discussions on
the points in dispute” is—mwith one exception—the mode universally
follawed by Congregational Churches.

.

THE PRIMITIVE GOSPEL IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

The British Millennial Iarbinger is now regularly received at the
Christian Banner office. We thank the Lord that a work of this char-
acter is published in England ; and our prayeris that it may be trium-
phantly sustained.

The September-Number of the British Harbinger brings an accouunt
of a General Meeting held at Camden Hall, London, at which eighty-
five churches of diseiples in the United Kingdom were reported. TIn
famous London town, as Cowper calls it, we perecive there are one hun-
dred and forty six disciples. At Nottingham—where the ITarbinger is
issued by brother J. Wallis—the brethren number one hundred and
seventy six. At Piltdown the apostolic gospel has brought to its stand-
ard 2 hundred and sisty three.  In Edinburgh, Scotland, we find a
company of relatives numbering one hundred and thivty six. Dundee
contains eighty three disciples ; and our native town, St. Andrcws, is
blessed with a church on the infallible foundation, but how large or
small the report informs usnot.  Kirkaldy eujoys the light veflected by
fitty two children of light.  Glasgow, the far-famed Glasgow, has a
church of disciples counting nincty members.  Wigan in England and
Banff in Scotland have between them one hundred and eleven who be-
long to the family whose spiritual food is drawn dircetly from the pure
and true crecd. )

We mention these places, because there are friends where the Banner
circulates who will be specially interested in hearing from them.

Of the chicef bretiren who publicly herald forth the gospel, we cannot
speak with.the full assurance of certainty, but the following names of
laborers are morc or less prominent :—dJ. Wallis, D. King, T. H. Mil-
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per, J. B. Rotherham, T. Coop, W. McDougale, 4. Corrie, R. Black,
J. Pigram, B. Fraser,J. Ainslie, . Dron, A. Mitehell, J. Brown, A.
Maclean. :

—May the friends of the one faith in the United Kingdom be
richly blessed and greatly multiplied, and finally join the distinguished
company whom no man can number !

D. 0,

BIBLE UNION ANNIVERSARY.

The New York Chronicle says—

The cighth anniversary of the Bible Union, which has just occurred,
shows a steady advance of the revision enterprise. This-is true both of
the work of revising the English Seriptures, and of the conviction of
its necessity.

The work itself has at length fallen into the hands of a class of schol-
ars, who arc well known, and who have in a high degree the public
confidence. Drs. Conant, Hackett, and Rodiger, are names which give
assurance that a high order of scholarship will be brought to bear upon
the work. They are probably not surpassed in qualifications for revi-
sion in the whole world of letters.  And the prospect is that other
scholars of equal character and learning will be joined with them, to
concentrate upon the elucidation of the sacred text, and the expression
of it in Ynglish, the latest discoveries in philology, and the profoundest
acquisitions in biblical leaxrning. There cannot, we think, be a doubt
on this point.

Again, the Chronicle intimates—

This session of the Union we think, surpassed in inferest sny of its
previous annual convocations.  In all, twelve sessions were held; six
for social conference and prayer, and six for the transaction of business,
and all of the latter were free from the stiffnessand formalities which
usually characterize such oceasions.  While all business was promptly
despatched, official reports, reports of committees, and the special ad-
dresses appointed for the occasion, were intermingled with prayer, praise,
and social conference, in which the members of the Union freely joined.

The attendance was quite large at all of the sessions, frem one
thousand to twelve or fifteen hundred persons being in the assembly.
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In addition to the addresses of the President and Treasurer, address.
es especially prepared for the occasion, were delivered by the follow-
ing:*

Prof. W. K. Pendleton, Bethany College, Va.

Prof. . S. Gallup, Madison Umversxt) , N. Y.

Rev. J. M. Bray, Md.

Rev. J. Q. Adams, N. Y.

Rev. W. A. Caldwell, Canada.

The social ‘conforences were delightfully harmonious, and though :

eight or ten hours were spent in this way, and the speakers were limited
to five minutes, not more than half who desired to speak could find
opportunity. The sweet counsel enjoyed at previous anniversaries with
men gone home to their reward, the great good to be accomplished by
the Bible Unien, the divinity of its principles, the necessity of prayer
" and dependence upon God, gratitude for the past, and unwavering trust
for the future, were themes on which every tongue loved to dwell.

CALVIN'S FIRST VOLUME.

When Calvin wrote his “Books of Seneca on Clemency” he was only
twenty-three. years of age. It was with a serious struggle [1532] he
obtained aid to pay the publisher. He writes to a friend thus:

“ Well, at length the die is cast. My Commentaries on the Books
of Sencea have been printed, but at my own expense, and have drawn
from me more money than you can well suppose. At present I am
using every endeavor to collect somé of it buck. Ihave stirred up some
of the professors of this city to make use of them in Iecturing. In the
University of Burges T have induced a friend to do this from the pul-
pit by a public lecture. You can also Lielp me not a little, if you will
not {ake it amiss ; you will do s0 on the score of our old friendship ; es-
pecially as, without any damage to your reputation, you may do me
this service, which will also tend, perkaps, to the public good. Should
you determine to oblige me by this benefit, I will send you a hundred

copies, or as many as you please.  Mcanwhile, accept this copy for

yourself, while you are not ta suppose that by your acceptance of it, I
hold you engaged to do what I ask. . . . The money which has
been expended must néw be collected on all hands.  Besides, I mustlook
to it that my credit stands secure. Do write ds soon as you can, and
let me know with what favor or coldness they have been yeceived.”
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Baltimore, October 12th, 1857.

Dear Brotner Oupraxt:—I am doubtless indebted to your kind-
ness for the “Christian Banner” which has been regularly received for
geveral months past, for which please accept my thanks. It isconduct-
ed with finnness, ability, and in the right spirit, advocating the teach~ :
ings of the living oracles, and their authority. I thank God for the
spread of the truth in Canada, and feel no doubt but that its monthly
visits to your readers will greatly aid in keeping alive the authority of
God’s word in the hoarts of his fricnds. The more I examine the
Bible, the more I am convinced that we asa people preach the old Gos-
pel in its facts, commandments, and promises, in their proper order. It
isnot in the power of the clergy of our times to overthrow our teach-
ing. There is but “one (system of) faith, one Lord, one immersion,
one hope.”  We have it as sure as Grod is true.  'We learn our religion
only from God’s word. There should exist no doubt of this in the mind
of any Bible Student.

With renewed courage let us press the Gospel upon sinners, and de-
mand their immediate surrender to its authority. We want no worldly
appliances, such as mourning benches, with their regular trained-band
of weepers, and  escitement-makers. No sir: “Why tarriest thouw”
“arise, &e., calling upon the name of the Lord.” But for what? for sal-
vation, because he was said “that whosoever shall eall upon the name
of the Lovd shall be saved.”

With brethren O’Kane, of Indianapolis, Indiara, and brother Austin,
of our State, we have recently added 45 souls to the congregation at
Jerusalem, twenty miles cast of our city, some 25 of whom were Meth-
odist. To the church here, 6 have been added during the past three
weeks, with a flattering prospect formore enlarged good. The church
here is in a good condition with a verylarge and well conducted Sun-
day School, and an excellent membership with niuch zeal and intelli-
gence. '

May the Lord prosper the work in your bands.

Yours truly,
G. W. Euusy.

Washington, D. C., 4th Qct., 1857,
Drar BrorrErR Orirmast:—In the month of August our beloved
brother T. Munnell, spent some ten days here, much to the edification
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of the brethren and the instruction of others ; and on the 2Cth ult. l
brother John O"Kane, {rom Indiana, commenced a serics of mectings
here, and continued over two Lord’s days.  In the mean time 4 noble
vouths made the good confession and were baptized in the river Doto- |
mac. To-day 2 men, members of the Methodist order, expressed that -
they had Jearned the way of the Lord more perfectly and Jesired to be
buried with the Lord in baptisin. ()ne also was restored.  We thank

God and take courage.

Yows in the good hope,
Buxe, Soay.

Since our last veport of aceessiona to the family of disciples, as given |
by our Exchanges, we find, on cxamining the news pages of the
monthlies published by brethren in America, that we may joyfully greet
one thousand, four hundred, aud twenty-four new brethren and sisters,
Others, reported in the weekly Chlristian Age and the scmi-monthly
Christian Intelligencer, will be spoken of anon.

The General Mecting at Pompey, N. Y. was, we understand,suceessful,

Besides the social encouragement and spiritual edificution of the brethren,
there were three additions, - D o

s e B i e e

BAPTIEM BY PROXY. j

The Minois Deptist gives an account of a singular baptism. It
scems that one Wiiliam Evans, apreacher of the Mcthodist Ypiscoral
Church, recently had occasion to baptize a number of candidates near
Seottsville, Iil., who would be fmmersed, contrary to all thut conld Lo

20

said against scriptural baptiem. Iaving id so much against the
practice, Mr. K. would not go into the waier lz.msclt, Lut sceured theser-
vices of 2 Rev. Mr. Buteher, of the Disciples, who tock the candidates |
into the water, and immersed them, while he (fivans) stood on the bank |
and said, “ T baptize thee in the name of the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Ghost.”

We cannot undersiand what possible gaia in principle “ one Wiiliam
Evans” could have expected to make by thus Lufehering the beastifel
and impressive ceremony ofserjptural baptism. If the words Le pro-
nounced from Lis standpoint on the bavk of the strcam were frue, Lo
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certainly baptized the candidates by immersion, and thus sacrificed the
principle for which he contended ; if they were not true, he manifestly
chose the greater of two sins.  [n either ease his conduct was a com-
promise between higotry and expediency, which we bhave rarely scen

©cqualled. 1t reminds ug of a (uestion in casuistry which agitated the

(atholic schoohmen some conturies since : o case having been supposed
of a deat and dumb priest who being called upon to baptize an infant,
held the child in his arms—uwhile his eolleague, who had no arms, read

" theservice 5 if, they queried, baptism is a personal ordinance, could a
. baptism thus performed be valid.  After due consideration by the

grave doctors, the question was deeided in the negative.  We commend

_ this decision to Mr. Evans® consideration—N. Y. Chronicle.

[P

OBITL A

Waterloo, Oct. 1th, 1857,

Beoensn O apitaxe :——It is with feclings of the deepest sorrow that
T aauounce to you anl the readers of the Banner, that our bLeloved
sister Cavoline, wife of brother John Hoftman, departed this life inthe
faith and hope of the Gospel on the 27th day of Sept., in the 4{th year
of her age.

She was taken sick on Sunday morning; cause, a rupture (Strangulated
Hernia) from which she suffered the most excruciating pain up to the
termination of her carthly existence, which took place on the foliowing
Saturday night, precisely as the clock siruck the midnight kour.

she bore her atiliction and alsoa Qurmcal epexatzon with unexampled
Christian paticac: and resignation, and from Tuesday, the day on which

- 1 iiest saw her in her affliction, not a muavmer did eseape her in the

* prospect of leaving all endeared to her on carth 5 all her desire was to

depart and be with her Lord in whom she confided in health and who
forsook her not in afliction.

Tiow aifecting, yet how consoling to surround the uymfr couch and
give the finnl adicu to those who are endeared to us by the double tic of
consaminity and Christian fellowship when we have the as~urance
that they die h.\w, in the Lord.

It frequentdy luppum when the glow of health is upon the cheek and

" we flattor ourselves of hoary age, we are upon the confines of that eternal

worrl whanee all ace borns, bub happy they who will be with the Lord,

§  aod amongst the trophies of his eross an.l the glory of his erown.

Yours in hope of ctomnal life, :
Cravs Bow CRs.
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FREEDOM IN TURKEY.

Converted Mussulmans now openly preaching Christianity, 3,500:
Bibles or Testaments sold to Turks in two years, while scarcely thirty
copies were disposed of during the thirty years previous, Mohammedan -
children visiting in several places the Protestant scheols, Moslem
children brought to the missionaries to be baptized in danger of death, °
Turks numerously visiting the Protestant book-rooms, and eagerly|
joining in religious discussions, the readiness of leading Moslemsto -
aceept the Bible, and to read it, the eourteousness of Turkish officers to
the missionaries, the avowed desire of large numbers of Mobammedans, '
who recollect their deseent from Christian ancestors, to abjure the Islam
as soon as it can he done without risking life;—such and many similar-
items leave no doubt that Protestantism has established on a firm basis.
- the influence of Christianity among the Moslems.

"LIVE FOR GOOD.

Thousands of men breathe, move, and live—pass off the stage oflife’;
—and are heard of no more. Why ? They did not a particle of good.

in the world : and none were blessed by them, none could point to -
them as the instruments of their redemption ;5 not 2 word they spoke™
could be recalled, and so they perished ;—their light went out in dark-l{;}
ness, and they were not reembered more than the insects of yesterday.
Live for something. Do good, and leave bebind you a monument of
virtue that the storm of time cun never destroy.  Write your name in"
kindress, love and mercy, on the bearts of thousands you come in con-;
tact with, year by year, and you will never be forgotten. Noj your.:
name, your deeds, will be as legible on the hearts you leave behind, as'
the stars on the brow of the evening. Good deeds will shine as bmébtm
ly on the earth as the stars of heaven ~—Dr. Chalmers.

o

% The Christian Intelligencer of Charlottesville, Virginia,is regu]arly
received. We are gratified to receive its religious calls.

The Christian Union, of Augusta, state of Georgia, is no longer pubc;
lished.
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