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THE
CHRISTIAN GLEANER.

Vor.2. HALIFAX, JANUARY, 1837 No.11.

¢ PROVE ALL TIUNGS, HOLD FASY THAT WHICH IS GOOD»"’_

PAULS ALLUSIONS TO ANCIENT CUSTOMS—No L.
THOSE ILLUSTRATIVE OF CHRISTIAN ENERGY.
The Grecian Games.

THAT our readers may have a full and clear conception of Paul’s
allusions to the Grecian games, we shall give him a sketch from
the hand of a master, and the application of vne allusivn found in
the Letter to the Iiebrews, to prepare him o relish the study of
these sacred and vcuerable writings—rich with all learning, and
replete with all instruction.—Z2d. M. 1,

EXTRACTS,

Tug most splendid and renowned solemmities, which ancient
history has transmitted to us, were the Glympic Games.  Historians,
orators, and poets abound with references to thum, and their sublimest
imagery is borrowed from these celebrated excreises. These games
were solemnized every fiftk year by an irfinite concourse of people
from almost all parts of the world. They were celebrated with the
greatest pomp and magnificence : hecatombs of victins were slain in
honor of the immortal gods: and Elis was a scene of universal
festivity and joy. There were other public games instituted, as the
Pythien, Nemean, Isthmian—which could also boast of the valor
and dexterity of their combatants, and show a spleadid list of illus-
trious names, who had from time to time honored them with their
preseuce. But the lustre of tkese, though maintained for a series of
years, was obscured, and almost totally eclipsed by the Olympic.
Wo find that the most formidable and opulent syvercigns of those
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times were competitors for the Olympic crown. We see the kings
of Macedon, the tyrants of Sicily, the princes of Minor Asia, and
at last the lords of imperial Rome, and emperors of the world,
incited by a love of glory, the last inflrmity of noble minds, enter
their names among the candidates, and contend for the envied
palm—judging their felicity completed, and the career of all human
glory and greatness happily terminated, if they could but inter-
weave the Olympic garland with the leurels they had purchased in
fields of blood.

The Olympic exercises principally consisted in running, wrestling,
and the chariot yace—for leaping, throwing the dart and discus,
were parts of what they call the Pentatlhlon. The candidates were
to be freemen, and persons of unexceptionable morals. A defect
in legitimacy or in personal character totally disqualified them. It
was indispensibly necessary for them previously to submit to a severe
regimen. At their own homes they prescribed themselves a particu-
lar course of diet: aad the laws required them, when they had
given in their names to be enrolled in the list of competitors, to resort
tc Elis, and reside there ¢hirty days before the games commenced ;
where their regimen and preparatory exercises were regulated and
directed by a number of illustrious persons, who were appointed every
day to superintend them. This form of diec they authoritatively
prescribed, and religiously inspected, that the combatants might
acquit themselves in the conflict in 2 manner worthy the Grecian
name, worthy the sacred solemnity of the uccasion, and worthy those
crowds of illustrious spectaturs by whom they would be surrounded.
There are many passages in the Greek and Roman classies which
malke menticn of that extreme strictness, temperance, and continence
which the candidates were obliged to observe,

A youth, who hopes th’ OLymric prize to gain,
All avts must try, and ev’ry toil sustain ;
. Th’ extremes of heat and cold must often prove,
And shu. the weak'ning joys of wine and love,
’ Fraxcrs.

After this preparatory discipline, onthe day appointed for the
celebration, a herald, called over their names, recited to them the
laws of the games, encouraged them to exert all their powers, and
expatiated upon the blessings and advantages of victory. Ile then
introduced the competitors inte the stadium—Ied them around it,
and with a loud voice demanded, if any one in that assembly could
charge any of the candidates with being infamous in his life and
morals, could prove him a slave, a robber, ot illegitimate. They
were then conducted to the altar, and a solemn cath exacted from
them, that they would observe the strictest honor in the contention.

Afterward, they who were to engage in the footrace were brought
to the barrier, along which they were arranged, and waited, inall
the excesses of ardor and impatience, for the signal. The cord
being dropped, they all at once sprung forth, fired with the love of
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glory, conscious that the eyes of all assembled Greece were now
upon them, and that the envied palm, if they won it, would secure
them the highest honors and immortalize their memory. 1tis natural
to imagine with what rapidity they would urge their course, aud
emulous of glory, stretch every nerve to reach the goal. Thisis
beautifully represented in a very elegant epigram, with the following
translation of which the late ingenious Mr. West has favored us,

On ARrr1as, of Tarsus, victor in the Stadium.
The speed of Arias, victor in the race,
Brings to thy founder, Tarsus, no disgrace :
For able in the course with him to vie,
Like him, he scems on feather'd feet to fly.
The barrier when he quits, the dazzled sight
In vainessays to cateh him in his flight,
Lost is the racer through the whole carcer,
*Till victor at the goal he re-appear.

T need hardly remark that the combatants in all these athlctic ex-
ercises contended naked. For though, at first, they wore a scarl
round the waist, yet an unfortunate casualty once happening, when
this disengaging itself, and entaugled round the feet, threw the
person down, and proved the unhappy occasion of his losing the
victory ; it was after this accident adjudged to be laid aside.

Chaplets composed of the sprivs of a wild olive, and branches of
pulim, were publicly placed ona ¢ripod in the middle of the stadium,
full in the view of the competitors, to inflame them with the ardor of
contention, and all the spirit of the most generous emulation. Near
the goal was erected a tribunal, on which sat the Presidents of the
Games catled Hellanodics—personages venerable for their yearsand
characters, who were the sovercign arbiters and judges of these
arduous contentions, the impartial witnesses of the respective merit
and pretensions of each combatant, and with the strictest justice
conferred the crown.

It is pleasing and instructive to observe how the several particuiars
here specified concerning these celebrated solemnities, which were
held in the highest renown and glory in the days of the Apostles, ex-
plain and illustrate various passages in their writings, I will now
exhibit before the reader a particulur detail of those distinguished
passages, whose beauty, energy, and sublimity consist in the meta-~
phorical allusionsto these games, from the various gymnastic exercises
of which their elegant and expressive imagery is borrowed. T shall
annex such remarksds may contribute to elucidate the diction and
phraseology employed by the sacred authors, Says the writer of the
epistie to the Hebrews, an epistle which in point of composition may
viewith the most pure and elaborate of the Greek classies : ¢ Where-
Jore, seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witness:s, let us lay aside cvery weight, and the sin whick doth
g0 easily besct us,and let us run with paticnce the racethat is set be-
Joreus. Looking unto Jesus the anthor and finisker of our faith,who
Jor the joy that wasset before him, exdured the cress, despising the
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shame, and is set down at theright hand of the Majesty on haghi Foy
consider him that endured suck contradiction of sinners against kim-
self, lest you be wearied wnd fuint in your minds. Wherefore, lift
2up the hands thut hang down and the feeble knees : and mule straight
paths for your feet, lest that which is lume be turned out of the way.”
In allusion to that prodigious assembly, from all parts of the world,
which convenéd at Olympia to be spectators of those celebrated
games, the Apostle places the christian combatant in the midst of a
most august and maynificent theatre, composed of all those great
and illustrious characters, who in the preceeding chapter he "had
enumerated, the fancied presence of whom should fire him with a
virtuous ambition, and animate him with unconquered ardor to run
the race that wa. set before him, ¢ Wherefore, seeing we are com-
passed about with suck ¢ cloud of witnesses:” whose eyes are upon
us, who expect cvery thing from the preparatory discipline we have
received, and who long to applaud and congratulate us upon our
victory—*< let us lay aside every weight and the sin that doth so
castly beset us:” let us throw off every impediment, as the competitors
for the Olympic crown did, and that sin that would entengle and impede
onr steps, and prove the falal cause of our losing the victory—*“and let
asrun with patience the race set before us”—like those who ran in
the Grecian stadivm, let us, inflamed with the idea of glory, honor,
and immortality, urge our course with unremitting ardor toward the
destined happy goal for the prize of our high calling in God our
Saviour—* looking unto Jesus the authorand finisher of our faith”
as the candidates for the Olympic honors, during the ardous conten-
tion, had in view those illustrious and veuerable personages from
whose hands they wers to receive the envied palm, and who were
immediate witnesses of their respective conduct and merit ; in imi~
tation of them, ictus christians keep our eyes steadfastly fixed upon
JEsus the original introducer and perfecter of our religion, who, if we
are victorious, will rejoice to adorn our temples with a crown of glory
that will never fade, ¢« Who, for the joy set before him, endured the
cross, despising the shame, und is now set down at the right hand of
God ;” Jesus himsclf, (o seize the glorious paim which his God and
Father placed full in his view in order to inspirit him with ardour and
alacrity in the race he had set before him, cheerfully submitted to
sorrow and sufferings, endured the cross, contemning the infamy of
such 2 death, and, in consequence of perseverance and viclory, is
now exalted to the highest honors, and placed on the right hand of
the Supreme Majesty. ¢ For consider him that endured such con-
tradiction of sinners against himself, lest you de wearied and faintin
your minds :” consider him who eonflicted with such opposition of
wicked men 2l confederated against him, and let reflections on his
fortitude prevent your heing languid and dispirited—¢¢ therefore lifs
up the hands which hwig down and the jeeble knees. And make
$traight paths for your feet, lest that which is lume be turned outof
the way o exert in the christian race those nerves that have been reo-
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Inxed, and collect those spirits which have been sunk in dejection :
make a smooth and even path for your steps, and remove every thing
that would obstruct and retard your velocity.

From the Southern Baplist.
HOW READEST THOU?

Turs was the reply made by the Saviour to one who eame tempt~
ing him, in answer to the question he proposed concerning the things
to be done to inherit eternal life. The reply is of the utmost impor-
tancein things pertaining to life and toduty,  We remark, concerning
it, that it excludes every invention, totally precludes every speculation,
and confines one to the writicn word., Our Master did not ask the
lawyer his views, but immediately referred him to what was recorded
in the Scriptures—How readest thou? It would be a matter unac-
countable, did not the Scripture solve the mystery, that Christians,
often forgetting and forsaking what they read, adhere tenaciously to
what they think, until their departure leads to error and difficulty, and
then they retrace their steps, All the difficulties in churches, among
individuals, and Christian communrities, originate here. We knew a
little community of Christians thrown into the greatest disorder and
the most painful confusion by two of their members thinking what
they should do in a little breach between them, aud forsaking what
they read. The word said, “Ifthy brother trespass against thee, go
and tell Zém his fault hetween him and thee alone.” But it was
thought (as the world thinks) that the #respasser should go to the
injured one, and as that was not done the injured man thought he
must tell his brethren. Thus the whole community became affected,
and there was much folly and sin wrought in lsraclin consequence
thereof, until the trespasser and the injured one met and then called
in other brethren. We know a society of Christians who bring
reproach upon the name they bear by retaining among them many
who should be to them as heathen men on account of their im-
moralities, because they think by introducing discipline they will
injurethe church. We know a whole Christian republic completely
agitated upon an ordinance of the gospel because many think what
they read concerning it is dmmaterial. God has informed men by
his written will what he would have them do, and yet men obstinately
think, and pursue their thoughts to the great disorder of his moral
government. YVhen shall we confine ourselves to the limits prescribed
by the Saviour, to what we read?

We would remark, in favor of this course, that what is written i
penned by infinite wisdom, dictated by infinite goodiess, and proper
for observance. The rectitude of its moral precepis is unqiestionable;
and, though fow are genaral, apply to 2ll ti» possible vuriety ofcases
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of eviland good which may oceur. For this varlety is only a modi-
fication of general principles, or degrees of the same principles. Then,
God has made a revelation for our moral! conduct under all circum~
stances, Again, he has left us ordinances embodying particular
truths, which ordinances are only valuable® so far as the truths they
contain are keptin view. Thug, baptism is only valuable so far as
the resurrection is concerned, (thus the Apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 29.)
Thus, the supper is valuable only as the mind is dirccted to the body
and blood of Christ. Now, the whole duty of man being thus lain
down, 2 refusal to give implicit confidence and obedience is * fighting
against God,” and the sure road to error in practice at least, Chluris-
tians of all denominations, quit yonr inventions-—your notions.
Reject the simple practice of looking at expediency and rejectinga
plainrule.  You know not whet is expedient, for you cannot sce the
tendency of things ¢ in the loug run.” God does. Do what he
commands, and you secure expediency ; more than all, you secure
right. THereafter let this question be proposed in every act of duty,
How do I read?

From the Millennial Harbinger.
THEOLD CREED'S BETTER THAN THE NEW,
THE CREED CALLED *“THE APOSTLES’”

<t 1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth; and in Jesus Chuist hisonly Son our Lord ; who was conceived -
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered nnder Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried ; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence heshall
come {o judge the quick and the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost; the hioly catholie church ; the com-
munion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body,
and thelife everlasting. Amen.”

Tur phrase “descended into kell” is understood as syronymous
with he descended into the grave, or into tie place of departed spirits.
The brevity and simplicity of this creud prove its antiquity, and
evinces that false philosophy had not then so muddied the waters of
the sanctuary as now. In contrast with this, let the reader weigh
the 5th and Gth articles of the new edition of the new creed of the
new Association of the m.ost regular of the Regular Baptist of the
Monongshela Association, Itis dated May, 1833:—

«5, We believe that <“except a man he born agan,” by the direct
and positive operations of the {¥oly Spirit in the hcart, he cannot be.
saved, and thatall who are thus born again shall be kept by the power
of God unto salvation.

%% Only valuable ' that is, as commamorative institutions.
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g, We believe the Scriptures waintain the doctrine of election,
and we hold it as an important truth displaying the sovereignty of
God; and yet, that it does not militate against man’s free agency or
&ccou;u}ability, but that all are required ““to repent and believe tha

ospel.”

These believers in opinions, rather than in the testimony of God,
ascribe salvation to being born by *“the positive and dirvect operations
of the Spirit,” Therc is no such proposition in the Old or New Tes-
tament. Meow are said to be saved by faith,” «by baptism,” by
grace,” «* by keeping in memory the gospel;” but no where “by the
positive and diect operztions of the Spirit.”  Quere—Who can ex-
plain the positive operations of the Spirit upon an unbeliever’s heart ?
It may be said that positive operations are not negative operations,
and that direct are not indirect; but then we are no wiser than before,

Their faith in the keeping of the regenerate is as unauthorized as
their theory of positive operations. “They believe that all thus born
again shall be kept by the power of God unto salvation.” Thare is
not one text in the Bible says so. Peter says of himself and his
brethren that they “‘are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation, ready to berevealed at the last time,” These creed-makers
are, however, privileged characters, and they have taken to them-
selves the right of making scripture to prove their opinions. There
are in this creed of elaven articles, out of seven scripture quotations,
six manufactured at “the Forks of Yough.” There are six quotations
in inverted commas, which, with their subjects and predicates, are
not to be found in King James’ version, nor in any other we have
seen,

The sixth article is a blinkiag of the good old doctrine of the de-
crees, The Westminsier Divincs were more candid than these Di-
vines assembled at the ¥orks of Yough : for while the latter gives the
go-by to election by a passing compliment, calling it “an important
truth,” the good old Regulars and the Scotch Divinessay, *God has
decreed in himself fiom all eternity, all things whatsoever comes to
pass;” and ““angels and men thus predestinated and foreordained are
particularly and unchangeably designed, and their number so certain
and definite, thatit cannot be either increased or diminished.” Is this,
gentlemen, ‘“an émportant truch, displaying the sovereignty ¢. God” ?
< But all,” you add, “are required to repent and believe the gospel”?
W hat gospel 7—That the elect car neither be increased nor diminish~
ed!

This Association lies aloag the foot of the mountains of Pennsyl-
vaudia; and this may expiain the philosophy of this new creed. But
they have fortitied it with goud strong gates and bars; for by the con-
stitution, “‘this Association shall always consist of the pastors and
messengers of the Regular Baptist churches that may be in union
with this body.” Pastors, then, are constituted isembers, as well as
messengers, See section Ist of the Constitution.
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But briefand few as the articles of the new creed are, they are
nevertheless too long and numerous for the practice of the churches,
The 9th article says—

*“We believe the first day of the weck to be the Lord’s day, by him
set apart, and observed by the Apostles, for religious worship, as sing-
ing, prayer, preaching the word of life, baptism, and observing the

ord supper. 1 Cor. xiv, 56, Actsxvi. 13, Acts xx. 7. Acts xvi. 13,
15, Actsxx, 7.’

Yet they refuse to observe the Lord’s supper on the first day of the
week, throush set apart, they say, for thisobservance,  Acts xvi. 13.
is quoted to show that baptisin was one of the purposss for which the
Lord’s day was set apart ! and yet Acts xvi. 13. says no such thing !
The Jewish Subbath is the day mentioned in the passage quoted.
But I aw, perhaps, interfering with-the rights of these believers of

opinions to mahe scripture ks well as a creed, and shall therefore bid
them adieu. ERPITOR

Y

CIRCULAR OF THE BLACKRIVER BAPTIST
ABSOCIATION.

As a happy contrast with this miserable, blind, and naked ereed,
we shall, for the honor of the Baptists in New York, present a few
extracts from the Circular Letter of the present year, being their
25th anniversary of the Black River Association, containing 3087
members. It does honor to the body that published it. Of such
Baptist brethren Tam not ashamed. My thanks o Elder Timothy
Brewster for presenting me with the Minutes which contain so inter-
esting a document s

“¢ Dear brethren—Being solicitous for the welfare and peace of the
churches, and the purity of their doctrine and worship, we beg leave
in this our annual epistle, to submit for your consideration the supreme
authority of the Holy Scriptures. By asserting the supreme autho-
rity of the Bible, we mean that the Bible, and that alone, claims
entire dominiou over our faith and practice in things of religion, and
demands our unreserved and implicit submission to all its holy require-
ments. To these high and holy claims of the word of Grod, we believe
that-all Protestant saints readily concede : and what we wish to
urge, is, that the principle be fully carried out, and duly regerded in
all our churches. Never can the peace of Zion, and the purity of
religion in -the worship aud service of God, be fully restored until this
is done. Never will Zion appear in her beautiful garments until she
fully appreciates this principle. Never will she appear terrible asan
army with banners, and with her great King and Leader at her head,
spreading confusion and terror among her foes until the word of God
gains complete ascendency over her faith and practice, and she sub-
mits entirely to itsclaims, As the Bible claims to be 2 light to our
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feet and alamp to our paths,as it proposes to build us up,and to give
us an inheritance among all them that are sanctified, it demands an
attention for this end, as untoa light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn.and the day star arisein our hearts, orin nther words,
until this state of darkness be past.  Who, that prays for the peace of
Jerusalem, can but mourn over the evils that distress the dear Zion of
God in the world, and the many opposing and conflicting claims that
are urged on the world in the vame of Christ and religion? Who
that has any love for the souls of men can contemplate the various
systems of false doctrines and delusions, calenlated to lead souls to
perdition, without being moved? Who that has any regard for the
bonor of God, and the glory of Christ, can witness the sclf-exulting
and Christ-ubasing schemes, urging their way by the impetuosity of
& mountain torreut, without having his soul moved within him? And
from whence, we inquire, are all these evils, and what is theix
remedy ? The answeris at hand. They have arisen from an inatten-
tion to the huly claims of the word of God. it is not, we believe,
owing toany ambiguity ot the Seriptures, or any mystery enveloped
in the doctrine and commands of God, that have led to these painful
and unholy results. It is an impeachment of the wisdom and good-
nessof God, to suppose that he has made, or intended to make,a reve-
Iation of his will to the world, by which they are to be governed in
theirlives ,and be judged in the great day, and totheobedience of which
is appended cternal life or cternal death, and yet so wrap up its in-
tentions in mystery, and give it in such language as to render the
meaning of its holy precepts necessarily doubtful to the honest in-
quirer after truth. God either hasnot made a full and complete reve-
lation of his will suificiently clear to guide us in o1l duty, or the evil
mustbe chargeable on some othersource.  We unhesitatingly decide
that it is from an unholy cause. This cause is in the corrupt princi-
ples of our nature, in the depravity of the human heart, in a spirit of
opposition to his will.  The Bible presents us with a system of doc-
trine and duties, harmonizing in all their parts; and when we come
to if, as a book speaking the mind of Gud, to read and understand i
for ourselves, with a uetermination to obey its requirements, it is
then, and only then, that we are guided into all truth, But the evil
of which we complain, is, that we come to it with our prepossessions
of mind. That, which is most pleasing, and will best gratify us,
is decided to be right, and is brought to the Bitle to receive its
holy sanction. The Bible is made to support our favorite system,
rather than our system formed and determined by the Bible. In
this way the Scriptures are wrested and made to speak a language
unauthorized by their Divine Author. In this way, they are made
to give their holy sanctions to practices, never required by their
righteous precepts. Our own inclinations do much, very much in
determining our duty, and the course that we take in the things of
religion ; whercas they have no claim-whatever, to plead in the affair
of duty aud religion. "The word of God is sovereign in its require-

B
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ments and decisions, and by it,we must be directed, and to it,we must
implicitly submit all our prejudices and inclinations, or be reckoned
‘among its neglecters and opposers. The Bible has been robbed of
the simplicity of its meaning and the clearness of its import, to favor
the decrees of councils, support confessions of faith, to build up and
support the interests of party, to save from the mortification of the
flesh, and redeem the pathway to heaven from the burdenof the cross.
To these unholy purposes have been employed the labor of pulpits ;
for them the press has groaned, professed christians have toiled, intel-
lect has been taxed, and the assiduous pamphleteer behind the curtain
has delivered his cross sparing charge with the holy grace of honest
intention that bespoke a concern for the purity of truth and the glory
of God. However much in this way has been saved to the flesh, o5
detracted from the supremacy of the truth—however pleasantly
saints have been beirayed into a smile on the doctrine of non-essen-
tialism in the things of religion, yet it should be known and felt that
there is a tremendous weight of resyonsibility resting on churches,and
individuals in this affair, and hapoy is the man whose hands are clean,
and whose garmentsarcnot polluted with this flesh-pleasing traflic.
These evils are of incalculable magnitude, and appear with their
.blighting influence in almost every direction to which we turn our
attention.

¢t Professed Christians have done mueh to bring the Bible into
disreputein the world : one makes it speak one thing,and anc*her its
opposite. 1tis madea forced witness in every sectarian cause, and
compelled to give its sanetion to every man’s way, and thus, likea
sheathed sword, its edge is unheeded and its point unfelt, and is
rcjected by the infidel asan assemblage of ambiguous contradictions ;
on the same account, it loses its power over the conscience of its pro-
fessed converts to Christ. Its supreme authority is not felt, for its
sovereign claims have not been urged on his mind, as demanding an
entire surrender of his will to the claims of the Lawgiver. In the
laborious departments of the church, it has in tao pany instanceslost
its dominion,

¢ Apain, the supreme authority of the word, and its appropriate
place in the reign of grace, is lost sight of, in the view of the ““lead of
the spirit,” as if the Holy Ghost, by whom the word was inspired,
would lead meu contrary to its own instructions, and thus contradict
its own self, or lead to things unrevealed and unknowa in the word
of God, and thusimpeach the perfections of its revelations, and under
the supposed sanctions of the Spirit, the house of God loses its order
and is filled with confusion and “‘every evil work.”

““The Bible is plain in its instructions, and would designing selfish
men leave it to exert its native influeuce, it never would be otherwise,
These denominationatand sectarian parties have had their origin in
the selfishnessand depravity of the heart, and no. in the obscurity of
theword. Would we all come back, and submit to its authority, and
adhere to its instructions, as in a case of life and death, they would
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<ease to exist, andonr prejudices would soon be lost in the unity of
the church, There is a wrongin this aftair, and God, the God of the
world and of the church, will perceiveit, and wo to him or them with
whom it is found. God will not furnish thechurch with the means of
converting the world, and allow them to be thus sacrificed to unau-
thorized purposes, and he approve of the waste. e who departs
from the Bible, and builds a separate interest, is responsible for the
consequences. Let every man be concerned lest the evil in any wise
be attached to him. Let us consult the mind of God in every step in
religion, as we would if our eternal salvation was depending upon the
righteousness of the move, remembering that by his word we must be
Judged in the great day of God Almighty. In every thing that we
would alter, did our salvation depend on a strict conformity to the de-
cisions of the Bible, letus now alter that God may be glorified in our
obedience to his wilf,and in prayerful dependence on his Spirit to lead
as into all truth, let us swbmit ourselves unto God, as dear children.
Let no man deceive you with vain words, for because of these things
«ometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Walkas
thechildren of light, proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.”
T cannot withhiold my God speed to the eftorts of these brethren to
«<arry out into pactice the excellent doctrine above quoted from their
Minutes. EDITOR

A DETINITION OF FAITH.

As our orthodox Baptist brethren are often objecting to our defini-
tions of faith, and publishing their own definitions, I have thought it
might be satisfactory to them for me to publish one of their most evan-
gelical definitions, and substitute it for my own., I therefore quote
the following from the Bapiist Cross § Journal. Asthey have raken
it from the Sunday School Journal, it must be well approved by ail
the orthodox :—

FAITH.

In Mr. Abbot’s new book, ¢ The Corner Stone,”” is the following
illustration of faith :—

Faith means confidence ; not merely cold, intellectual conviction,
but confidence; a feeling of the heart. To show this distinction
clearly, imagine a man unaccustomed to such an elevation, to be
taken to the summit of some fofty spire, and asked to step out from an
opening there upon a narrow hoard. suspended by ropes over the
dizzy height. How will he shrink back iustinctively fromit! Ex-
plain to him the strength of the ropes, show him their size, and
<convinee him by the most irresistible evidence that they have
abundant strength to support many times his weight. Can you make
Dim willing to trust himself to them?  No.  But the builder, whose
coufidence in the suspended scaffolding has been established by
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experience, stands upon it without fear, and looks down to the stony
avement a hundred feet below, with an unmoved and steady eye,
ow you must have such faith in Christ’s sufferings and death, ay
not merely to admit their eflicacy, but to trust yourself toit.
i A father was once amusing a number of children with an electric
machine, and after one or two had touched the kungb and received the
shock, they drew back from the apparatus, and looked upon it with
evident dread. The father presently held out to them the jar,
uncharged, and consequently harmless, and said distinctly, but
without emphasis, “If you touch it now you will feel nothing,  Whe
will try 27

Theychildren drew back with their hands behind them,

«You do not belicve me,” said he.

“Yes, sir,” said they with one vuice; and several hands were
held out to prove their faith; but they were quickly withdrawn,
before reaching the dangerous knob. One alone, 2 timid little gird,
had that kind of confidence in her father which led her really to trust
him. The rest believed his word, but had not heartfelt faith in it.
Even the little believer’s faith was not unwavering. You could see
on her face, when the little knuckle approached the harmless brass
ball, aslight expression of anxiety, showing that she bad some doubts
and fears after all ; and there was an evident feeling of relief when she
touched the kuob, and found, from actual trial, that her father’s
word was true, and that there was really nothing there.

This last is Christian faith exactly. It not only believes what the
Saviour says, but it acts in reliance uponit. It trusts to Chuist, and
throws itself upon him, and tries to hush its remaining fears, and to
feel fully the confidence which it Lknows is deserved. Stiil there
will be too often a slight misgiving—a hesitating fear, alternating and
mingling with its confidence and love, and expressing itself in the
prayer, “Lord, 1 believe; help thou mine uubelief.” There ought
not to be the slightest misgiving. It is sinful and unreasonable, even
in the least possible degree.

Now if they will not recant this definition when I approveit, 1 will
say to them, that ¥ regard no faith as worth a farthing in religion
which falls a single jou short of this definition of it. VWhether they
have come over to me, or I have gone over to them, X hope will create
no disturbance. I can assure them that 1 never regarded any thing as
worthy of the name faith which does not fully hll up the measure
of the aforesaid definition. Ld. M. H.

DEFINITION OF REPENTANCE.

As T have given a definition of FAITH from the Baptist and the
; - ~ N > e .
prthodox Journal of the Sunday School, 1 would add a definition of
REPENTANCE, suchas corresponds fully with our views, as published
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in the Xissay on Regeneration; taken from the Methodist Western
Christian Advocate, and by the conductors of that journal taken from
the Boston Recorder :—

INTERESTING CASE OF RESTITUTION,

A ForTRIGHT since Ireceived a letter from an unknown indivi-
dual, containing 143, purporting to be the amount, with compound
interest added, of property fraudulently taken from the persons named
in the letter. The writer requested that 1 would pay to each person
the sum affixed to his name. He states that a few years ago he thinks
he became a Christian ; since which time he has been engaged in
paying oft smaller debts of the character sbove named. Having
been unfortunate in business, with a family dependent upon him for
support, it has cost him much labor to raise this money; but he has
prrsevered, and now returns the injured persons their properly with
mterest upon interesi. Your of these individuals ave amongst the
principal jewelers in this city, and the sums returned are 45, 37, and
11 dollars.  He says that there are 2 few more sums yet due, which
he is laboring to obtain, “until all shall receive their own.” It
furthermore appears from circumstances mentioned in his letter, that
he has considerable influence in his church, of which he is an active
member, and is not without weight of character as a citizen. I am
led to infer from his communtcations that he has not chosen its own
minister to do this ofice for him, being desirous of averting suspicion,
unless it should be made clear thut repentance aud repavation cught
to be accompanied with a personal confession.  Inasmuch as God
hath seen fit to preserve him from loss of character before men, I
have not advised him to do any thingwhich would seew to be throw-
ing awiy that which he has thus been permitted to keep; especially as
his Christian character and the honor of religion are not implicated by
his crime.  Yet he seems to be willing to do every thing that may
be thought proper in the case, and in ail respects manifests right
feelings upon the subject.

It would seem that his Maker is satisfied with what ke has done;
the least, therefore, that man can say, is, ‘“Neither do 1 condenn
thee; go and sin no more.” The individuals to whom the money
has been paid are entirely satisfied with the reparation, and have no
desire to be acquainted with the person concerned.  Tie has express-
ed a wiliingness that 1 should make use of this matter in any way
calculated to do good. ‘The knowledge of it may lead some others
who have been sinnersin the same manuner to see what are the genuine
fruits of repentance in such persons. There is in the feelings of this
man that entire forgetfulness of seif which always accompanies deep
conviction of sin; so much so, that nothing but the injury which an
open disclosuwre might do in various ways, prevents him from making
it; but the circumstance of his returning compound interest shows
that he has gone to the uimost exrent of suitable prootthat bis sorrow
is of the right kind, e does not hesitate to call himself ‘a thief ;’
he certaindy appears to be a‘pendient thicls” and trusting in the mercy
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of that Saviour in whom he professes to have believed, he may with
freedom add, ‘Lord, remember me, when thou comest into thy
kingdom.” Respectiully. N. ADAMS,

. Fastor of the Bssex street Churckh.
Boston, April 9, 1834.

"This definition in fact of repentance I cordially approve, and hold
that it is the only repentance which will pass the scrutiny of Heaven.
From this time forth 1 hope to be regarded as sound on {iwo capitad
points at least—namely, fuérth and repentance. Ed, M. H.

RENUNCIATION oI SECTARIANISM.

New MARKET, Shenandoah country, Va. }
Hay 20th, 1835,
Dear brother Campbell,
IN order that editors of publications which “vindicate the ways
of God to men,” may not become dispirited in their arduons and re-
sponsible avocaiion, it is proper that they should occasionally hear of
2he progress of the cause of God in the world, and the aid which theic
publications impart to the enlargement of the Messiah’s kingdom.
I will, thevefore, briefly state how your Hurbinger contributed to my
becoming a participant in the “true grace of God.”

From my boyhood up, ¥ had an attachment to thesimple, yet true
narratious of the New Westament; but at an inauspicious time T fell
into the hands of theorizers, and my mind became nebulous with
metaphysical religious dogmas. In my 18th year T united myself to
the Lutheran Church—was zealous in religion, and was persuaded to
believe that T bad a call to the ministry. I made application to a
reverend father for ministerial preparation. e interrogated me
somewhat closely about the cleasness of my supernatural or special
call to the ministry ; I answered all his queries with satisfaction te
bimself. Tle proncunced me called. Accordingly 1 madearrange-
ments to receive literary qualifications for preaching. It is now
neatly ten years since I was licensed by a synod to preach the doc-
trines of the Lutheran Church. T setout in my winisterial career a
complete spiritualist, believing 2 little noise in religions meetings
notat all incompatible with vital religion. ¥Teeling was my standard
of true, experimental religion. Whea I felt well, 1. e. when my feel-
ings were excited, I supposed that § received a new accession of
grace—when the people to whom I preached wept mueh under my
<eclamations, I considered it an onfpouring of the Spivit. Butin ail
ay flows of feelings, I could nat hear a voice telling mie that my sing
were forgiven—others talked about having heard snch a voice, or
about feeling a sudden liberation from their burden of sins. My not
zealizing such a thing, dejected me not a little. T prayed in privase
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for the impartation of a knowledge of my sins forgiven, bus could
never realize it. This and other cousiderations destroyed my confi-
dence in my special vocation to the ministry, and I was almost deter-
mined to relinquish preaching forever. About this time, however, k
had seen something of the sophistical preaching of revival men in
the Lutheran Church, The superficial knowledge I even then had
of the import of the New Testament, enabled me to see some dis-
crepance between the extravagant- operations of wild revivalists and
the artless aud uniform procedures of the primitive propagators of
christianity. Bevival extravagance impelled me to read anc study
the New Testameut with mere attention than usual, aye, and in con~
nexion too. 1 soon became convinced that many passages in the
living oracles were “handled deceitfully,” and applied to things of
which the Apostles never thought. Not long after this, I aceidentally
got a number of the “Christian Baptist” into my hands, T read a
few paragraphs, of which 1 can call only one to mind at preseat: it
contained remarks on Paul’s “natural man,” and the views there ex~
pressed were very analogous to thoughts which sometimes flitted
through my mind in relation to the natural man and a “state.of
nature.” lLu short, 1 was convineed that the author of that numbez
spoke like a man of sense, if not like a man of feeling. Buthe was
a Baptist, and this diverted me from paying as much attention to the
pamphlet as Lafterwards wished I had givenit. Some time after that
I had a louging for that publication, but 1 had forgotten the place of
its Tiditor’s residence, aud as I got the abovementioned number into
my hands about one hundred miles from my residence, I could not
casily ascertain the place of its publication. In the mean time X
preached the dogmmas of the church; but with some diffidence, be-
cause tor some of her usages I could notfind any apostolic authority ;
and in my ioguisitive interviews with my clerical bretliren, I disco-
vered that many of them were very superficial in their acquaintance
with the tenor of God’s word, notwithstanding their unequivocal pre~
tensions to intellectual accomplishments; and consequently, 1 de-
rived little satisfaction from them relative to my difliculties. My
counfidence in revival measures at this time was totally destroyed.
1 accidentally ascertained the name and place of residence of the
Jditor of the <“Millennial Harbinger,” the successor of the < Baptist,”
and I determined to procureit. Ldidso, Itsoon became a welcome
visiter. By reading it, 1 learned that the religion of Christ was de-
rived not from Rome, nor from Wittenberg, nor Geneva, but from
Jerusalem--that we must begin our christian race at the goal which
Peter formed on the day of Pentecost. Y our ““ ixtras” on Regeaera~
tion and the Beign of tieavea have furnished me with a key to the
New Testament, by the use of which the simplicity and tangibleness
of primitive christionity became irresistibly apparent to we—the
uebulous mysticism which had Lid the true gospel from me, was dis-
pelled—and 1 became determined {o disengage myself from every
dogma that is not plainly inculeated in the srered volume,
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But what a conflict was to be endured in the execution of my de+
terminations ! Popularity was to be sacrificed ! pecuniary advantages
were to be given up! the frowns of friends, acquaintances, and rela-
tions were to be encountered—assaults by arguments to be repelled
—delamation, slander, and ridicule to be endured. Butin view of a
happy immortality, what arve these things 7'— Transitory as the breatk
of mortals. And that man who is unwilling to tcllow Jesus through
evil report, and to “go forth with-him without the camp, bearing his
reproach,” ean have but a weak attachment to the Prince of Peace.

Lest 1 should be too prolix in narrative, I will state to you, that
about six weeks ago I was immersed for the remission of sins, and
am now a citizen of the kinzdom of licaven, Betore that L spoke
well of the King, and had an attachment for him; butstill 1 was not
naturalized into his kingdom. = What peace and qguietude of consci-
ence do the true subjects of his kingdom enjoy! O that all might
realize the salvation of God!

The diflicultics, oppositions, and misrepresentations which T ap-
prehended in consequence of my renuuciation of traditionary religion;
are all coming on'in close succession, sometimes simultaneously.
The churches into which T used to be invited to preach, are now shut
against me—my quondam clerical associates prejudice the popular
mind against me, by representing me as mentally unhinged, &c. &c.
Let it be so. kfe whositsin the heavens will adjust all.  Let me be
obedient to fizm, and 1 shell be firm in the hope of enjoyinga place
“where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest.”

Since my immersion my circumstances did not permit me to pro-
claim muel; however, I hope I shall soon be enabled to be more
active in the proclamation of the word in my immediate neighbor-
hood ; and were I not under the necessity of procuring a support for
my family by teaching a school, T would make cxcursions of con-
siderable distance to proclaim the wholesome doctrines of the gospel.

Yoursin the kingdom of Jesus,

SAMUEL K. HOSHOUR.

FROM BRS. SHERWOOD'S SUNDAYS AT GENEVA.
SUNDAY THE SLCOND.

Tt is painful on some occasions to be obliged to speak the truth.
Tt isaot in the established church of Geneva that the word of Gad
is now exhibited ; but there are several small chapels, the ministers
of which have left the establishment, where it is preached with the
utmost simplicity. T must refrain from meationing names, even in
speaking well ; but we attended two of these places of worship—the
one in the morning, where the congregation were collected in a smalt
upper chamber in an obscure house : here were assembled poor,
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humble persons, chiefly "laboring men and women, wearing large |
round straw hats. The minister read a chapter, and then one, and
another of the elders of the congregation got up and spoke upon it;
After the readinig and prayers, the Lord’s supper was administered,
the elders passing the clements to the pgople as théy sat in their

laces. I never saw nfore seriousness, decency, or simplicity ; I
could have fincied myself in an assembly of primitive cliristians, in
the times of persecution, But this, no doubt, is certain, that where
piety is not honorable, and some degree of contemp! is thrown upon
professors, congregations will be more pure, than under other circum-
sances. Where religion wears her silver slippers, there are many
that will love to walk with her in the streets. [ Episcopal Recorder,
Octolier 10.]

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY OF PREACHING AND
TEACHING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Ectracts from the Christian Witness, Plymouth, G. B.

“They that wete scattered aroad wentevery where, preaching the Word:’—
Acts. viil. 4.

THAT “the word of the Loid may have free course,” is a matter
which feiv will deuy to be of ultimate concern to the glory of God,
though it be oneé which has in many ways been let and hindered by
human perverseness. ¥ * JMan has been pleased to set up restric-
tions,. but the point with the disciplés is, whether the Lord has done so,
and what is the wariant {or precludingany from full liberty to preachs
ing to whom He has given His Spirit for the purpose : seeing that
if it had beén so given, there is infinite lossin the hindrance, and the
Spirit f God is grieved.® * The question is not whether all Christians

Jare individually qualified, but whether they are disqualified, unless
they are what is " cominonly called' ordaiied.—I say commonly,
Because the word, as used in Scripture, does uot, in the original, con=
vey whatit does to an English ear at present. I affirm that no such
ordindtion was a qualification to preach 'in the days -of Scriptural
statemént. 1 do not despise order; I do not despise pastoral care;
but love it where it really exists as that which savours in its place, of
the sweetest of God’s services. * * The question here is not com-
petency tb act, but title to act if competent, Neither do ¥ despise
herein, God forbid' that I should do so, the holy setting apart accord-
ing to godliness, to any office, such’as are competent, by those that
have authority to do so. * * Letus thet try the question by the light
which the Word affords us upon the subject. There are only two
cases upon Which the question can arise—namely, as to their speaking
in the Church—or out of the Church,—amiongst the ‘‘congregation of
faithful men,” for their common profit and building up in the faith; or
as Bvangelists, declaring to the world, wheresoever God may direct
them, the message of that “grace which has appeared unto all men.”

¢
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If these, are admitted, all anomalous cases will readily be agreed in.
Tirst then, as to the speaking of Christians én the Church.—And here
I remark that the directions in 1 Cor. xvi. are entirely inconsistent
with the necessity of ordination to speak. There isa line drawn here
but it is not of ordained, or unurdained.—*“Let your women keep
silence in the Churches;” a direction which never could have place,
were the speaking confined to definitely ordained persons, but takes
quite another ground ; and which implies directly, not, thatit is right
for every man to speak, but that there was preclusion of none, because
of their not beiog in any stated office. 'Women, were the precluded
class; there, the line was drawn. If men had not the gift of speaking,
of course they would be silent, if they followed the directions there
given, The apostle says, ‘“‘every one of you hath a psalm, hath a
doctrie, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation.”
Does he then say, none ought to speak but one ordained ? No,—*let
all things be done unto edifying.” Thatis the grand secret, the grand
rule. * * We have then,distinction, not, of ordained, and unordained,
but of those, who from their character (women,) are not permitted to
speak, and the rest ave; being also directed in what order to do so,
and the ground of distinction stated,—And this is God’s plan of
decency and order. * # I apply all this simply and exclusively to the
question of Christians in general, having God’s Sgirit, using their
respective gifts, and I assert that there was no such principle recognized
as that they should not, but the contrary. Itmay a,nfl) will be said
by many, but these were the times of the extraordinary gifts of the
Spirit.—DBut this is a false view of the case, for do those who make
this chjection mean to argue, that ordination did not begin as a distinc-
tive title till after the departure of the Spirit of God ? ~ But the case,
let it be observed, was not oue of the prerogative of spiritual gifts, but of
order ; for women had spiritual gifts, as we read elsewhere, and direc-
tions are given for their exercise ; but they were not to use them, in the
Church, because it was out of ovder—not comely. At the same time
there was no hint that any, or all the men were not; but tke contrary
because it was not out of order. ** But in thus upholding the common
title of the saints, it may be supposed by some that the argument will
be.at once met, by referring to the orderly way in which Christ
originally gave in his Church, ¢‘some, apostles, and some, prophets,
pastors, and teachers,” &c. Now, unless one man centrés all these
offices in one person by virtue of ordination, the objection will not
apply; but on the contrary brings its own refutation.—Tor we read,
some, were of oue office, some, of another,—the IIcad, Christ, “{ram
whom the whole body fitly framed together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
méasure of cvery part; maketh increase of the body unto the edifying
of itselfin love.” We read also that the wembers are set in the body,
one the eye, the other the foot, the other the ear, that there *‘might be
20 schisw in the body.”.—And it is a thought which might well com-
wend itself to our minds, thatif we have indecd lost many and
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ornamental meinbers, it is no reason why we should simmarily cut off
the restj-—the word of wisdom, or the word of knowledge, dnd the
like, of which ‘there is assuredly some nreasure yet reinaining in the
Church.

Thus far, then, on the first case, for speaking in the Chuvch. X
advoctte no system. I mourn over the departure of many of thé
cofriely part or parts, however, on which God set comeliness, These
passages of the word I take as Scriptural evidence that the confining
of the  edification of tlie Church to nominal office alone, has not the

"Seriptires to rest upon. I speak not here of Elders or appointed
teachers, their value, or the contrary ; I speak merely of the one
point—thie wrongness of a Christian spéaking in the Church as sach
One point—and that a mostimportant one, in this part of the sibject
renitaiiis to be noticed. If we are reminded of the dangers arising
from all, teaching, it is admitted at once, for it is evident that here, if
any where, mischief would spring up.  But, looking toSeripture, e
are warned ‘agaibst it, not upon the ground of it5 being, wrong as
regaids office—not because of its effect merely on others—but waiwing
dgainst it is given, as being one of the things in which, as evil will
niore or Jess have a tendency to shew itself, so the remedy is applied
to the spirit from which it flows. €My brethren, be not niiny
téachérs, for so shall ye heap td yoursclvés greater condemnation.”
But again, the wariing itself shews that there was wo sich restiiction
of office as is now supposed, for thus it would have been—you have
no business fo predch or to speak at all, foi you areiot ordained. But'
no—the correction was turned to moral profit, not toformal distinction
of pre-eminent office.

But the question becomes more important when coxsidered in the
second case, viz, as to speaking ouf of the Church, because it pre-
cludes thé testinony of the Gospel by a vast number of persons Wwho
may have faithfully borne it to others. Let us inquire intd the Serip-'
tural facts. In the first place, then, all the Christians preached ~
«Théy that were scattered abroad, weirt évery wheré preaching the
word ;” (Acts viii. 4.) and those who were scattered, were all, exdept.
the Apostles. We read elsewhere that“the hand of the Lotd was’
with thén, and a great namber believed and turned ‘to the Lovd.”
(Acts xi. 19, 20.) Now, uitlessall the Chirch were ordained, (T think
thiey ave to preach asfar asthey haveability) hereis thesimplest case
possible—the case in point, The first ‘general predching of the’
Gospel which the Lord blessed beyond thie walls of Jerusalem, knew
no distifiction between ordained, and unordained. It had not enteied
intotheir minds then, the* they who Tinew the gloryof Chilist were not
to speak of it, where, and how God enabled then—¢.And the hand
of the Lord was with them.” Paul preached without any othér nns-
ston, than seeing the glory of the Lord, and Flis word, ina Syndgogue
too, and boasts of it. And’he gives his redson foi Chyistian’s greach-
ing, elsewhere—as it is written, «“1 Jelicbed, and thergtore have {
spuKen ; We also ‘believe, and therefore speak.” (2 Cor iv.) Apollos’
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preached ; ““he spake, and taught diligently. the things of the
Lord,” and of him it is said, that when Paul would have sent him
from Ephesus to Corinth, he would not go. Yetso far from being
ordained before beginding to preach, he knew only the baptism of
John; and Aquila and Priscilla took him unto them, and expounded
unto him the way of the Lord more perfectly. And then, continuing
his labours as before, ¢‘he helped them much which had believed ;”
+and mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the
Seriptures that Jesus was the Christ.” Again, at Rome, many of
}he brethren waxing bold by Paul’s bonds, preached the word without
ear. .

Nor in truth, is there such « thing mentioned in Scripture, as or-
daining TO PREACH the Gospel. We have seen-that Paul preached
hefore he went out on his work from Antioch. Now if any plead his
being set apart there, still the question is not met; for, as before
stated, I reason not against svch setting apart, but against the
assertion that Churistians, as such, are incompetent to preach. But
the case alleged, if it proves any thing, as to the question at issue,
proves that the power of ordaining, as well as of preaching, was not
specially connected with office—and nothing more. The only other

" passage which, though not commonly quoted, seems to be nearer the
purpose, is the Apostle’s command, ‘¢ The same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” (2 Tim. ii. 2.)
But the thing committed here, was the doctrine, and proves tradition,
if any thing—not ordination, for it does not appear that they were or-
dained for the purpose.

I have now produced ample evidence from Scripture to a fair mind,
My object has been simply to shew the gencral liberty of Christian
men to speak, whether én, or out of the Church, according to the se-
veral gifts, which Gog may bestow upon them,without need of the seal
of human authority ;and 1 say that the contrary assertion, is a novel-

"ty in Christjanity.

And here, I will advert to that, whichis commonly adduced upon
the subject—the case of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 1t isremark-
able, thatthose who rest upon it should pass by a case immediately pre-
ceding, bearing upon this immediate subject; that of Eldad prophe-
sying in the camp, though they had not come up to the door of the
tabernacle, because the Spirit rested upon them. < Would God,”
said the meek man of God, ¢ thatall the Lord’s people were prophets,
and that the Lord would puthis Spirit upon them.” That which was
here typically proposed, the pouring ount of the Spirit upop all, was
in principle fulfilled in the Christian dispensation. Then subsequently
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, acted not under the influence and en-
ergy of the Spirit in testifying to the people, but would have assumed
authority.—the kingship of Moses, and the priesthood of Aaron,
This,was their fault, which very outrage, iscommitted by those who
attempt to defend themselves, by urging the case hiéfore us; seeing
that they arc taking (o themselves, that Kingship,and Priesthood which

-
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are Christ’s alone, and setting up themselves as the only legitimate.
channels of blessing; and usurping His authority again on the other
hand, by excluding those who have the Spirit of God , from.exercising
that, which they have by the authoritg of God himself. These things
here spoken of, were typical of our dispensation, as 2lso ‘the Apostle
states; and theconclusion is, that they make universal Preaching desi-.
rable, and the assumption of-Priesthood a sin. To the same purpose,
is the argument of the Apostle applied; (Heb. v.) the exclusion
from the office of Priesthood, save by such cali as Christ had, in
which, in one sense, all believers are partakers—in another seuse,
He is alone, unaccompanied into the Holy place. In a word,
the claim of unrestricted liberty of preaching by Christians. is
sight. The assumption of priesthood by any, save as all belic-
vers ure priests, iswrong. This is the dispensation ofthe out-pouring
of the Spirit here, qualifying for preaching any who can do so;
in a word, for speaking of Jesus,(for the distinction between speaking,
and preaching is quite unsustainable by Scripture, as any one may
see if he takes the tronble) and in which Christ alone exercises the
Priesthood within the veil, in the presence of God for us.

One important advantage from taking God’sorder instead of man’s
i at once seen; that men will have their place and ageucy, whether
sithin or without the assembly of the faithful, by virtue, not of nomi-
nal official situations formally set up, but of the gifts which God has.
given them; a most important principle in the difference between
Babylon and the divine economy, and who will be owned by Him
though a Diotrephes may reject them.

THE NATURAL MAN.

Extracts from the Christian Investigator.

* 4 My subject is the Natural Man. I will first examine him by
the light of the teaching of this age, and secondly by the light of the
word of God. ¥irst, then, Christendom answers with one voice,
that cvery sinner is o Natural Man, and that “the Natural Man re-
ceiveth not the things of the spirit, neither indeed can he kuow them
because they are spiritually discerned,” ergo, the sinner canuot
receive or understand the things of the spirit, Meantime, let us in-
quire, what are the things of the spirit? I answer, for myself, that
.all we know about the things of the spirit, is gained from the Bible.
Things of the spirit, in order to be known, must be revealed ; and if
revealed, there must be a revelation ; and if a revelation, it must beir
language we can understand ; otherwise it is not a revelation to those
awvho cannot understand it.” #® 0 0® hd hd .
.. “But the natural man receiveth (mark ! it dees not say under-
standeth, but receiveth) nov'the things of the spirit of God : for they
are foolishness unto him; neither can he Zunow then, because they are
spiritually discerned.” 1 Cor.11. 14, Yirst, what are the things of
the spirit, the scripture being judge? 2d.  Who is the natural man,
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decording to theé sathe testimony?  You may find an anéwer to these
questions, by consifltifig tle following texts atid their connexion :—2
Piter, 1. 20,21; 2 Tim. 111, 15, 16; Ja.1.21; 1 Pet. 1. 21—23;
Acts, xv. 7; Rom, x. 6, &. DButsome one will say, thisis all word
atid no spirit. But what are we to understand by word or letter, arid
spirit? Seée 2 Cor 111.6—9, & Eph. 1i1. 1—10, Rom. xvi. 25.°
Yrom these you will learn, Ist. That sio man, by his own wisdom,
without the aid of revelation, would have found out the things which
the spirit has revealed, 2d. That this revélation was made by the
spirit of God, to the Prophets and Apostles, and by them made
kuowh to all the world for tlieir belief and obedience. And, 8d.
‘Wiien sinners lieard, believed and obeyed thest revealed commands
of the spirit, they became spiritual men or christiaiis:  VWhereas, tle
natural nifan, or man who follows nature, and looks upon the revela-
tior of the spirit of God as foolishness, receiveth udt the thitigs of the
spirit, neither (as long as he follows nature and rejects revelation)
indéed can lie know them. Why? Because it is the province of
the spirit, and not nature, to reveal them. "Fhe natural man, theu,in
Paul’s estimation, was either the man, whé had never heard of the
revelation of the spirit, or who had heard, but did not believe it.
T'hiis 'you will perceive, more clearly, by referring to the Apostle’s’
qub'thtion of Isaiah Lx1v.4; ¢“As it is writien,eye hath aot séen, nor

ur heard, neitlier hath it entered into the heart of (the natural) man,
the ‘things which God hath prepared for them that love him, But
God'hath revealed them unto us by his spirit ; for the spixit sercheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1Cor.11. 9. Here, you
perceive, that the eye, the ear, and -the heart, as the medium of the
natural man’s knowledge, and the revelation of the spirit, are placed
in juxta position, Now,as the Apostle declares that ueither the eye,
the ear, nor the imagination of 'man, unaidéd by the vevelation of the
spirit, could have discovered the things which the spirit has revealed,
and as he farther declares, that the natural man kroweth not the
things of the spirit, every man must see that our position is true—
that the natural man, according to fthe ward of Ged, is a rejecter of
the word of revelation, or, in other words, & Deist. Carmal men are
" numerous in Christendom, but natural men are not quite so plénty as
the réligious teachers of this age have imagined.”

DYING ANECDGTES.
GROTIUS.
Grotits possessed the brightest genius ever recorded of a youth' in
the learned world ; yet, after all his attainménts, reputaiion, and labor

in the cause of learning, he was constrained at lust to cry out, “Ah!
1 have consumed my life in a laborious doing of nothing! [ would
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give all my learning for the plain integrity of John Urick.” This
John Urick was a religious poor man, who spent eight hours of the
day in prayer, eight in hard laboy, and eight in meals, sleep, and re-
creation,

SALMASIUS.

When Salmasgius, who was one of the most consummate scholurg of
his time, the President of the University of Italy, and the learned
antagonist of the immortal John Milton, drew near the close of ilﬁ,s
life, he exclaimed bitterly against himself, <“Oh!” said he, 1 1\).3\'@
lost a world of time!~~time, the most precious thing in the world!
whereof had X bat one year maore, it should be spent in rea_diqg Da-
vid’s Psalms and Paul’s Epistles” Oh ! mind "the world less, and
God more 1” '

DOCTOR SAMUEL JOHNSOQN,

Doctor Samuel Johuson, the author of the Dictionary, was grie-
vously haunted with the fear of death ail his life. Just before he died
he said to a friend, * The approach of death is very dreadfui. Tam
afraid to think on that which I cannot avoid. I never had a moment
that death was not terrible tome.”” On his dying bed he exhorted
Sir Joshua Reynolds to vead the Bible,and ta kegp holy. the Sab-
bath day.

THE IMMORTAL PHILOSOPHER, JOHN LOCKE, '

That fai-famed and greatly renowned Christian Philosopher, John
Lacke. the author of Religious Toleration in 1689, the ornament of-his
country and of humanity itself, spent the last fourteen or fifteen years
of his great and useful life inreading scarcely any: ather book except
the saered Scriptures. The day before he died, (so earnest was he
for the comfort of his friends and the diffusion of Christian knowledge
among them,) he exhorted all about him to read the Holy:Scriptiires,
exalting the love which God showed to man in justifying him by, faith
in Jesuys Clyrist, and returning him thanks for haviag called him to-the
knowledge of that divine Saviour. 'Foa person who.asked bim which
was the shortest and surest way. for. a yonng gentleman- to attain:to
the true knowledge of the Christian religion, io the full and just
exfent of it, he replied, “Let him study the Holy Scriptures,
especially the New Testament. Therein are contained the words of
eternal life. Xt hath God for its author—salvation for its end—and
truth, without any mixzture of error, for its majter.”—Lacke was a
friend to God and man, Tlough dead, hestill.recommends to us, and
t((;) all future generations, to read the Scriptures, He walked with

od,

.C’
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THE BAPTISTS IN AMERICA.

BY COX AND HOBY.

Estract from a Review of this Worl, by Win. Jones, M. A. of London. '

% * * 4 * * ® *

“We have now laid before our readers all that is material in the
volumne before us on the subject of the conduct of the English dcputies
regarding the slavery question, on W bich they will, of course, form
their own opinions, That they have sorely disappointed the expec-
tations of miany is certain; but those expectations may have been
unreasonable, and therefore desetved to be disappointed.

But, if the sound of the word ¢« Baptist” be so magical in the cars
of otir deputles, hoi afe we {o account for the fact, that they should
have almost entirely overlooked, a class of Baptists in the United
States as numerous as all the Baptists in England, and Scotland put
together, according to one estimate, not fewer than a hundred
thousand, but according to another, amounting to a hundred and
fifty thousand? We refer to the “Campbellites,” as they are called.
The sum total of the information which we havein the volume before
us concerning that body would »carcely accupy a page ; and yet their
volume is entitled, ¢ Te#E BAPTISTS IN AMERICA. Reader, ict
not this surprise you—Mr. Campbell, after whom this section of the
Baptist denomination is called—is no slave-proprietor or dealer,
neither are any ofhis Christian brethren—in all the churches-connect-
ed with him ; the black population mingles indiscriminately with the
white, in attending the ordinances of public woiship, and are adumnitted
to-equal privileges. See <Mill. Harb.,’ vol. i. p. 77. Asa preacher,
we bmve heard that Mr. Campbell is as eloquentas Robert klall, and
as a ‘writer he stands unrivalled. The breath of calumny and
detraction hasnever dared to blow upon his moral character—but
then heisa REFORMER, and thisruinsall! He thinksthe <“Baptists
in America,” among whom our deputies have been displaying iheir
colours, are excessively corrupt both in doctrine, discipline, and
conduct ; and therefore he is calling their attention to what Chris-
tianity was at the beginning—endeavouring to cleanse the Augean
stable—and was it fitting at all that our great Doctors should stoop
from_their eminence to take any notice of such a man ?”

THE IDOL.

" “"Whatevel passes as a cloud between
'The mental eye of taith, and things-unseen,
Causing that brighter world to disappear,
Or seem less lovely, and its hope less dear.
T'his isour world, our Idol—though it hear
Adflection’s impress or devotion’s air,



