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‘EHE SIGNS AND DUTIES OF THE TIMES.

Y AN ENGLISH MINISTER.

Lo the Editors of the Colonial Protestant.  is more equally distributed than at
GENTLEMEN, any former period of the world’s his-
Some years ago, I was requested to , tory- It h.as_cez.xsed to l.:e t!xe por-
prepare an Address to a Religious So- | tion of an insignificant minority, and
clety, on a Jubilee occasion, the Souiety | 1S becoming the general' property of
having been in existence fifty years. the p:ople. And there is no lack of

Perhaps a few extraets from that Ad- . good for the mind. Never has the
“art of printing been made so avail-

dress may be 1cemed in accordance with | 2y
. . . able to the general weal. Periodical
the objects for which the Culonial Pro- blicati £ which i
vant is oublished, and weay be not | Puplications, of which immense num-
festant 1s published, and tay " bers are regularly issued—and larger
unseasonable at the present juncture. y (o multiplied beyond exawple,
If,.after perusal, you think so, they are : o 4 embracing the entire range of
quite at your service.—Yours respect- : things knowable—are provided for

fully, ] ! the public taste; and yet the demand
.. Ax Encoisy Minister. | increases with the supply. The di-
April, 1848, ! rection which the human mind has

- ‘ lately taken in its thoughts and in-

THE extensive diffusion of krowledge ' quiries deserves also especial notice.
is one of the most observable signs = While the few are still seen to linger
of the times. An inextinguishable in the enchanted scenes of classic
thirst for information marks the pre- , grouud, or to expend their time and
sent era. To the lower classes of - energies in antiquarian resea;ch, the
che community the means of educa- i many have learned to prefer the
tion have been most extensively fer- ! useful to the curions. Men and
nished by public and private bene-; things are, better studied; the laws
volence; and the opportunities thus | of nature are more minutely inves-
afforded have been well improved. | tigated ; the powers and resources
Meanwhile, a similar stimulus, though | with which man is furnished by those
not perhaps equally powerful, bas|laws have been largely developed.
been felt by the middle and higher { We have explored the inmost re-
orders, In consequence, knowledge | cesses of the creation, and brought
R .
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to light its long-concealed secrets ;
even the very elements and first
principles of things have become in
a manner subservient to our will. It
is a wondrous age of discovery and
invention, and of the triumphs of
mind over matter ; nor is this the
least peculiar feature of the times—
that there is scarcely an effort of
ingenuity in combining and applying
the ascertained powers and laws of
nature that has not been brought to
bear on general utility, by lessening
Iabour or increasing enjoyment.
Surely this is a state of things in
which we ought exceedingly to re-
joice. The advancement of the hu-
man mind must ever be a subject of
thankfulness and congratulation to
all Christians. Religion has nothing
to fear, but much to expect, from the
progress of knowledge. That “ig-
norance is the mother of devotion,”
may be the maxim of a corrupt sys-
tem that hates the light; but the
Gospel needs no such concealment.
It shrinks not from the most rigid
scratiny. The more thoroughly its
evidences are examined, the brighter
and more convincing do they appear.
Its doctrines contain nothing con-
trary to sound reason; while they
exhibit truths which the meanest in-
tellect can comprehend, and present
discoveries that elude the grasp of
the mightiest minds. Its precepts
are undeniably adapted to promote
the true happiness of mankind, In
a word, Christianity is a system of
light and purity. It courts publicity
and close investigation. During the
darkness of the middle ages, its pro-
gress was checked by the prevalence
of ignorance and superstition, and its
splendid beauties concealed; but the
revival of literature was speedily fol-
lowed by the Reformation, and that
important change was accomplished
by men as renowned for learning as
for piety. ILet us therefore rejoice
that we are living in the period pre-
dicted by the prophet Daniel, ¢ Many |
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shall run to and fro, and knowleuge
shall be increased.” Let us confess
that we are bound to promcte, by
all the means in our power, the dif-
fusion of general education. And
let it he our ambition to join in the
march of inquiry and truth ; to “seek
and intermeddle with all wisdom ;"
and to embrace every opportunity of
increasing our own knowledge and
becoming familiar with the numerous
walks of learning and science.

Still, we must rejoice with trem-
bling ; for we have seen in too many
instances with what facility our cor-
rupt nature can turn a blessing into
a curse, and how powerful are the
proud and unbelieving tendencies of
the human heart. With these views,
it is unguestionably the duty of think-
ing Christians to enquire seriously
in what manner knowledge may be
sanctified to the noblest purposes,
and rendered serviceable to the great
cause of Christianity. It is very
important and useful, for instance, to
point out the connection between
sacred and profane history ; to gather
illustrations of Secripture from the
writings of traverlers in eastern
countries ; to watch the progress of
discovery and art, in order to adopt
such improvements as may most fa-
cilitate the expeditious and universal
diffusion, of religious knowledge; to
show how all the departments of
science abound with proofs of the
amazing wisdom and goodness of
God, and that every particle of mat-
ter is so skilfully adjusted to its
place and fitted to its fanetions, that
there is neither deficiency nor ex-
cess; now to arrest admiration by
the magnificent works of the Most
High, and now by the more minute
and delieate operations of His haud ;
to trace the analogies between the
natural and the spiritual world, show-
ing that the same God “ worketh all
in all;” to explain how He « bath
magnified his Word above all His
name,” and that the Gospel is ad-
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mirably adapted to the condition of
man, as gnilty and depraved ; in
short, to prove that the works of
God display His glory—that the in-
spiration and authority of Scripture
must be acknowledged by all who
understand the laws of evidence—
that none ave s¢ prejudiced and cre-
dulous as the infidel—and that he is
not worthy the name of a philosopher
who refuses to admit the reasonable-
ness of the “ obedience of faith,” and
the «excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus our Lord”

Among the signs of the times may
also be reckoned the diversified ope-
rations of benevolence. From the
Reformation to the Revolution was
a period of extraordinary excite-
ment. Religion was then studied
with unwonted ardeur, and the errors
and superstitions of the day were
openly confronted with the disclo-
sures of revelation. In that fierce
struggle of opinions, none were suf-
fered to be neutral or indifferent, but
every man found it necessary to
choose his party, and abide by his
decision at all risks. The termina-
tion of the contest restored peace
and outward prosperity, but was fol-
lowed by an abatement of fervor.
As if exhausted by its unusual ef-
forts, the Church sank into a state of
decrepitude and listlessness. Com-
parative inactivity in the cause of
God was the result. Although the
obligations ef Christians to diffuse
the blessings of the Gospel were not
to any great extent denied, they were
too generally neglected, or, at least,
very partially recognized and acted
upon. Individuals and ehurches were
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of instances designed rather to re-
lieve the temporal than the spiritual
wants of men. Bible and tract so-
cieties were not then in being. No
Sunday schools had been formed,
ror any dplans eoncerted for the uni-
versal education of the people. Mis-
sionary exertions were altogether
unknown, save among the United
Brethren, whose disinterested and
self- denying labours cannot be too
much admired, and in the enmbrous
and somewhat indirect operations of
the two chartered societies, for pro-
moting Christian Knowledge,” and
¢ for propagating the Gospel in Fo-
reign Parts.” With these excep-
tions, an ominous silence had lon
and extensively pervaded the Churchi,
It was not the healthy stillness of
repose : it was a lethargy of the soul
—a wintry torpor—a languid and
dying life.

But that silence was at length
broken. The preaching of White-
field and Wesley constituted a new
era in the history of religion in this
country. ‘The movement it occa.
sioned, though perhaps tinged with
enthusiasm at first, ultimately pro-
duced the bappiest effects. New
life was infused into the dail and
inert mass. Christianity received a
quickening impulse, and was taught
to feel and put forth its strength.
Influenced by the vivifying energies
of the Spirit of grace, and animated
by the truths and promises of the
Gospel, Christiaus could not long
remain inactive. On every hand
was the cry heard, < Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?” And these
who parposed to do good soon learn-

satisfied if they attended to the ne- | ed to plan and to perform. Inggiry
cessities of their immediate neigh-, was set on foot; societies were esta-
bourhoods ; but the enlarged scale of | blished ;, and they have increased
benevolence adopted in more modern | and multiplied with astonishing ra-

times, and the system of union and
co-operation which has been so emi-

pidity, aud prospered in a manner
far exceeding even the sanguine ex-

nently blessed, were equally untried. | pectations of their projectors. What
But few public institutions existed, | 2 change has been witnessed in the
and even those were in the majority , moral scenery of the world during
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the last half-century! The alarm | out the duty of Chuistians? Are we
has been sounded—the slumbering | not taught, with greater emphasis
host roused—and we sce in all direc- | than ever, that practical godlincss
tions the bustle and activity of spi- | consists in renouncing self and living
ritual warfare. In this contest evéry | to Christ, and that none should pre-
individual may have his allotted sta- | sume to bear the name of the Saviour
tion and his prescribed duty. The | unless they are prepared to act on
division of labour, so admirably con- | the principle of entire consecration
ducive to the execution of great de- | to him who * died for them, and rose
signs, has been wisely adopted by { again?” Can we be free from blood-
our public institutions. Each occu- | guiltiness if we neglect to care for
pies some distinct department, so that | the souls of our fellow-men, or at-
their respective exertions do not in- | tempt to excuse ourselves from per-
terfere with each other, and the hopes | sonal endeavours for their salvation ?
of pious zeal need not be thwarted | The plea of incapacity or want of
by the number or complexity of its | opportunity can hardly in any case
ol{jects. So various and comprehen- | be admitted. Every Christian, how-
sive are the plans of benevolent en- | ever humble his lot, however con-
terprise, that all the conditions of | tracted his means, however inferior
human necessity are brought under | his talents, may do something for the
their operation; for every want of | cause of God. The variety of our
man, spiritual and temporal, a suit- | benevolent institutions affords ample
able supply is provided; and every | range for every diversity of opinion,
individual, of whatever grade in so- | and for all the methods of usefulness.
ciety, and whether his resources be | We have only to ascertain our talent
ample or limited, may find an appro- | and select an appropriate department
priate sphere of action. The Saviour | of labour. ¢ The field is the world ;”
is evidently manifesting his glory, by | and there is room enough for all who
bringing all the varieties of mind | are willing to be employed, in what-
into his service. And the churches, | ever way they may choose to exert
merging the jealousies of sect and | their encrgies. Christ expects much
party, though not the less regardful | from his people: grace, gifts, influ-
of the claims of conscience and truth, | ence, wealth, and every means of
have gladly met in the common | doing good which they possess, were
centre of union, and combined their | bestowed by him for the general wel-
energies in the promotion of the | fare. Let us hear his solemn admo-
great cause, emulating the first be- | nition— Occupy till I come.” And
Tievers, “ who were of one heart and | let us be careful that we do not satisfy
one soul” ourselves with a deficient and unsub-

That this has been the effect of | stantial zeul, nor thik that the pay-
divine influence cannot, we think, be | ment of seme stated eontributions to
reasonably doubted. 'When the Most ' our religious societies, and the vecu-
High is about to visit his people with | pation of a few hours in promoting
a peculiar blessing, he ordinarily pre- | their objects, can suffice to meet the
pares them for it by exciting holy l claims of gratitude, or prove our

desire and endeavour. These have | allegiance to the “ King of Kings.”
been already witnessed ; and surely | Every Christian ought to consider
the blessing is begun to be bestowed. | himself intrusted with the message
The desert is even now assuming the , of divine love, and bound to make it
verdant hues of vegitation, and gives  known. There must be'a direct and
promise of fruit. Can it be ques- well sustained attack on indifference’
tioned that these cvents clearly point ' and sin.  We do not discharge our
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obligation unless we are in the habit
of placing the truth before our fel-
low-creatures, and directly appeal-
ing to their consciences; unless our
children, our servants, our friends,
relatives, and neighbours, are remiud-
ed by us of their perilous state as
sinners against God, instructed in
the way of salvation, and so plied
with the warnings and invitations of
the gospel as to be left entively with-
out excuse. These are the duties
connected with the present aspect of
the times, with regard to benevolent
exertion.

The triumphs ?if religious fieedom
are to be ranked among the most
favourable signs of the times. Per-
secution is now unknown, except in
the form of those petty vexations,
which penal statutes can hardly reach,
and which happily betray the aggres-
sor’s weakness as well as his malice.
The government of our country is
conducted on the acknowledged prin-
ciple that “all good subjects ought
to possess equal rights.” Religions
opinions and practices are no longer
regarded as qualifications for political
office, and universal freedom is be-
come the law of the empire.

Believing that our Saviour’s king-
dom is “ not of this world,” and that
all coercive measures are utterly in-
consistent with the principles and
spirit of his gospel, we cannot but
contemplate these events with joy
and thankfulness. We are taught
that < the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal ;” and we know that
religion disdaius the feeble and incon- |
gruous aid of worldly power. The |
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ence has demonstrated the folly and
mischievous tendency of such corrup-
tions. They have furnished conve-
nient inlets to ambition and hypocrisy;
but they have rendered immense dis-
service to religion, by preventing
mankind from discerning her true
excellence, and supplying plausible
pretexts for infidelity. It is impos-
sible that such a state of things can
long remain. In proportion as the
word of God regains iis authority,
these abuses must fall, and in the
brightness of the millenial day, to
which we are fast approaching, they
will vanish as darkness before the
sun. Yet a little while, and vre shall
see Christianity enjoyicg che fair
trial of her powers, disencumbered
of useless ornaments, antrammelled
with the burdensome armour of penal
laws, and “travailing in the great-
ness of her strength,” to the utter
discomfiture of all opposers: like the ’
powerful nation described by our im-
mortal poet, “rousing herself as a
strong man after sleep, und shaking
ber invincible locks—as an eagle
muing her mighty youth, and kind-
ling her undazzled eyes a¢ the full
mid-day beam ; purging and unscal-
ing her long-abused sight at the foun-
tain itself of heavenly radiance ; while
the whole noise of timorous and flock-
ing birds, with those also that love
the twilight, flutter about, amazed at
what she means.” *

Christians ! it is ours to share in
these bloodless triumphs, by opposing
with all our might whatever is incon-
sistent with a pure and spivitual reli-

jon. Let us carefully investigate

trappings of courts do but conceal | the inspired reeords of Christianity,
her beauty, and the array of the war- | whence only we can derive accurate
rior only impedes her march. Too | views of the gospel, and of the
long has Christianity been prostituted ! divinely appointed means for its pro-
to purposes of earthly policy, and | mulgation. Let us determine to in-
used as an appendage to the state. ! stitute a most rigid scrutiny into our
Men have thought to do her honour | systems and practices, and if we dis-
by investing her with the insignia of | cover any thing restrictive, intolerant,
empire, and giving her power, and S

wealth, and patronage. But experi-

* Milton.
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worldly, or in any respect contrary
to sound doetrine, let us drag it forth
to the light, that it may be publicly
denounced and disavowed. And let
us rejoice in every event that tends
to strip the gospel of the pompous
adornings men have put upon it, and
to reduce it to its original pureness
and simplicity. The consummation
of this great object may not take
lace till momentous changes have
een experienced, affecting the whole
frame of society. Yetmay the Chris-
tian calmly wait for the result ; when
the nations are shaken, the church
shall be purified and established ; and
then “the kingdoms of this world
shall become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall
reign for ever and ever.” )
Once more :—We place among
the signs of the times tho existing
hindrances to the progress of truth and
the prosperity of religion.

The growth of popery must be re-
arded as a great and alarming evil.
t has been attributed to two causes.

The first was the alleged oppression
of its adherents; for by a kind of
motal instinet we retain more firmly
those opinions for which we are re-
viled and persecuted : t’ ~t cause is
now removed. The second is the
disingenuousness of its advocates.
They would fain persuade us that
the absurd or obnoxious principles
and the idolatrous practices of their
community (we cannot call it a church)
have either become obsolete, or are
go modified as to be uncbjectionable
and harmless. Many have been se-
duced by their sophistry, and have
learned to look at popery without
abhorrence, or even with some degiee
of veneration, for its high antiquity
and the gaudy magnificence of its
ritual, - Itis necessary that we should
be on our guard. Whatever may be
our political speculations on this sub-
ject, we must not forget that the pa-
pat system is unchanged and un-
changeable ; that it is the great cor-
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ruption of Christianity, described in
the prophecies of the New Testa-
ment ; that it neatralises or openly
denies the atonement and intercession
of the Saviour, pardon and salvation
by free grace, justification by faith,
and the sanctifying operations of the
Holy Spirit; that under its influence
those who ought to be ¢ the Lord’s
freemen” become the vassals of a
proud and domineering priesthood ;
that for spiritual worship it substi-
tutes gross idolatry and senseless
superstition 3 that it takes away the
key of knowledge from the people;
that it visits all other parties with its
relentless curse, and dooms them to
perdition ; and that as the harlot of
Babylon is herself destined to sure
destruction, so all who are confederate
with her shall be involved in her
ruin, and “partake of her plagues.”
It is incumbent on us therefore; to
inquire more carefully into the true
grounds of protestantisin,—to follow
the enemy into all his strong holds
and corners,—to expose before all
the world the vile imposture that has
been palmed on mankind in the name
of Christianity,—to maintain an un-
sparing aggression on the errors and
superstitions of Antichrist,—and at
the same time to re-examine our own
systems._ of faith and discipline, lest
we may have unconsciously deviated
from the plain directions of Scripture,
or in any respect countenanced tra-
dition and will-worship, the main pil-
lars of the papacy.

But we must confess that our fears
are less excited by the growth of
popery than by the rapid and exten-
sive progress of infidel opinions. It
is a lamentable fact, and cannot be
gainsayed, that Christendom abounds
with unbelievers in divine revelation,
and that they are found not only
among the wealthy, the learned pro-
fessions, and the educated elasses,
but also, and in very great numbers,
among the lower orders. The peri-
odical press is -leeply imbued with
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vte poison, and thus the mischief is | teeming with prophecy, on this very

continually propagated and widely | point.

diffused. Now, if infidelity be justly
characterised as a bad man’s apology
for sin, the state of that country must
be perilous in the extreme, where the
virtue of a large portion of the inha-
bitants is founded only on expediency,
and those motives to good and checks
to evil which the sanctions of Scrip-
ture supply are discarded. This form
of opposition to religion has long
been insidiously working its way, and
very little has been done to counter-
act its movements. It is high time
that Christians should be aroused to
a sense of their danger. Inquiry
ought to be instituted into the pecu-
liarities of the unbelief of the present
age, the apparent causes of its in-
crease, and the best means of resist-
ance. Every Christian should be
well acquainted with the evidences
of divine revelation, that he “may
be able to give an answer to every
one that asketh him a reason of the
hope that is in him:” the young
should be carefully instructed and
disciplined, and invited to examine
for themselves the foundations of our
religion : the public advocates of
Christianity ought frequently to dis-
cuss these subjects in their pulpits;
and all the friends of Christ should
be concerned to exhibit the best
practical argoment for the faith of
the Gospel—a consistent and exem-
plary life.

The Overturning of the Nations.

‘What read we here? ¢ I will
overturn, overturn, overturn it, until
He come whose right iv is3 and I
will give it Him.” [ believe the text
points to Christ. It has been doubt-
ed. Be it so. We can afford to
part with it. Give it to Jeconiah;
present it to Zerubbabel, if you will.
We wait not for eriticism. The
Bible is before us—rich in promises,
radiant with light, full of assurances,

These things —* wars and
commotions —must come to pass,”
said Chvist, before the glorious end
come. They are the heralds, big
with meaning, of the Coming One.
They have to baptize the nations
with a bitter baptism, before the
second advent, without sin unto sal-
vation, of Him to whom the king-
dom, and the greatness of the domi-
rion under the whole heaven, belongs.
They are the signs of the times, be-
fore the mysterious morning of Jubi-
lee bursts upon the wondering world.
They are the rocking of the ocean,
before we set foot on the land where
there is no more sea. They are to
us the admonitions of a turbulent
carth, to seek a city which hath foun-
dations—a kingdom which cannot
be meved. They are the groanings
and moanings of creation, waiting for
the adoption which is to be declared
when the seventh angel shall sound,
and the “great voices in heaven”
shall proclaim, “ The kingdoms of
this world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord, and of His Christ, and
He shall reign for ever and ever.”
* * * * * *
You will observe, that in all this
there is no apology offered for revo-
lutions. In solemn truth, we have
none to offer. We love them not.
They fill us with anxiety. They
excite apprehension. We prefer
peace; but let it be the child of
truth. Wae dusire order; but let it
be the offspring of justice. We
covet repose; but let it be the quiet-
ude of healith, and not the effect of
national paralysis. Nay, we are per-
suaded that nations themseives have
recourse to revolutions only by the
force of dire necessity, and as the
very last expedient for the vindica-
tion of insulted justice, and the sal-
vation of crushed liberty. Whether
they always vindicate the one and
save the other, is not the question ;
these ave their professed cbjects.
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What I have said, therefore, was. watched. The voice of the oracle
simply in explanation and illustration | was besought. The stars of heaven
of some of those hidden laws which | were read. Reason laboured in the
lie beneath the ken of the seiolist, I fires. But the great experiment
wish you to think of principles more | failed.—The goal receded : the race
than of men, and of the equity of was vain. Darkness covered the
the Divine government more than of earth, and thick darkness the people.
states, amidst  the tumults of the  The veil thas\lmng over all nations
people ;” for you may rely upon it, thickened. The mental floom in-
that men are but the exponents of creased. The moral disorder gained
principles stronger than sceptres, and power. The temples of religion be-
mightier than armies. The conflicts | came theatres of the grossest immor-
of nations are not between thrones | ality. The shrines of the gods were
;:n:laropu.bhcs.f .Rgv.(;}lutxons {)\rg tlne ‘ %}310 so;gr;:.es t9f \;'elttermg go}ltuth:i
attle-cries of invisible combatants.' The distinction between right an
They are the sounds which shake the | wrong, virtue and vice, was scarcely
nations, when right and wrong, truth | known except as the theme of subtle
and error, grapple for the mastery. | controversy on the part of the philo-
The stake at issue—though man may | sophers. Isaiah and Jeremiah bad
be ignorant of the fact—is neither the | predicted thé result of the protracted
symbol of royalty nor that of dem¢- | experiment, and the apostles of the
cracy, but the triumph or defeat of | Gentiles announced it thus: ¢« The
principles older than the world, and | world by wisdem knew not God.”
immortal as mind. Man actsin the| A revolution was needed, and a
great drama of humanity with all the | great revolution took place. God
freedom of an intelligent agent, but | shook all nations, and the desite of

g g s

he is unconscious of the dignity of
his mission, and of the part which he
is playing in the history of glorious
principles. ¢ He may remove the
diadem and take off the crown” from
royalty, because powerful motives
impel him; and he may ¢ oxalt him
that is low, and abase him that is
high,” because the change appears to
him an act of homage to justice ; but,
though he heard not the voice, and
saw no vision, these actions may have
been preceded by a ¢ Thus saith the !
Lord”

#*

* #* * * *
For a long period, the Gentile
world was allowed to try the ex-
periment of finding out God by its
own wisdom. Literature, science,
philosophy, threw their combined in-
fluence into the common stock. Ex-
perience was summoned. Tradition
was laid under contribution. The
power of the priesthood was invoked.
Charms, omens, and signs were con-
sulted. The flight of the bird was

all nations came; but he came in
unexpected form—in lowly guise, in
veiled glory. Nevertheless the mean
exterior prevented not him, whose
“right it was” to revolutionize so-
ciety, from “setting up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed.” So
far from it, his unimposing appear-
ance was itself a declaration of hos-
tility against the universal error of
rendering homage to the symbols of
material power. It was a protest
against the wondering worship which
mankind were offering at the shrine
of hollow splendour. It was a reve-
lation to men that the great doctrines
with which he intended to “turn the
world upside down” were not de-
pendent on tinsel and glare——on cabi-
net or crown—on sceptre or army.
From the visible to the unseen, from
the gross to the spiritual, from the
perishable to the permanent, he called
the minds of the multitude. He
withdrew attention from the sensible
to fix it on the objects of faith. For
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revenge he substituted forgiveness; controversy. This is the passnge :—
for wav, peace; for passion, self-con- | © And Jephthah vowed u vow unto
tral; for hatred, Jove; for pride, hu- | the Lord, and said, if thou shalt with-
mility 5 for worldliness, spirituality ; - out fail deliver the children of Am-
for false philosophy, divine wisdom ; ; mon into my hands, then it shall be
fur sacred places, rencwed hearts; y that whatsoever cometh forth of the
for pompous priesthoods, regenerated | dvors of my louse to meet me, when
men ; for idolatry, the only living I return in peace from the children
and true God; and for innumerable , of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s,
sacrifices, his own most precious | and I will offer it up as a burnt-offer-
blood. He prepared weapons, but | ing.” The difficalty which presents
they were not carnal; he enlisted . itself here, is, whether Jephthah did
soldiers, but their fight was to le | offer up for aburnt-offering his daugh-
that of faith; he erected a standard, | ter, who came out to meet him with
but it was the cross; he unfurled a | music and dancing. Some pevsons
hamer, but it was good-will to men; , say that the daughter was immolated,
he sent forth ambassadors, but it was | and others that she was only devoted
to the court of human conscience ; he | to perpetnal virginity. The latter
described the boundavies of his king- | have only circumstantial evideace in
dom—it was to include both worlds; | their favor, while the stronghold of
he sat down on his throne—it is at | the former has been the verbal con-
the vight hand of the Majesty in the | struction of the vow. But u learned
heavens, from henceforth expecting | writer has greatly weakened, if not
till lis enemies be made his footstool. | entively demolished, this stronghold,
—Rev. W. Leask. ' by proposing another reading of the
| passage, so as to show that the
- daughter was not sacrificed.  Instead
Jephthal’s Vowv. i of—¢ I will offer it for a burnt-offer-
When we consider the remote an- | ing,”—n%w yrnbym,—he reads, « I
tiguity of the Old Testament writ- | will offer unto him (i e. Jehovah)
ings, the peculiar language ia which | a burnt-offering,”— 1% 1% rbr o,
they are written, the subjects of which | He grounds his reading on the rule,
they treat, and the manner in which | concerning the ellipsis of prepositions
they were preserved and transmitted | before the suffixes of verbs, found in
from age to age,—the difficulties | Buxt. Thes. Gram. lib. ii. cap. 17, ac-
which we meet with are no more | cording to which the word wmbym
than what we might expect, and what i may be for 5 m'bpm, by an ellipsis
we actually find to a much greater | of the preposition %  Bishop Lowth
extent in books of less antiquity, and l speaks thus of this rendering 1—¢ A
under circumstances more favorable. | late happy application of this gram-
It would require the constant per- | atical remark to the much disputed
formance of miracles to prevent the | passage of Jephthalt’s vow has perfect-
appearance of intricate and discrepant | ly cleared up a difficulty, which for
passages in Scripture. Passages of | twothovsond years had puzzled all the
this sort have accordingly engaged | translators and expositors ; had given
the attention of commentators and ; oceasion to dissertations without
critics, who have succeeded in clear- | number, and caused endless disputes
ing up some, and in throwing partial | among the learned, whether Jephthah
lighton others. The vow of Jephthah, ; sacrificed his daughter or not,—in
recorded in Judges xi, has, among , which both parties have been equally
other portions of sacred history, been | ignorant of the meaning of the.place,
the subject of much consideration and © of the state of the fact, and of the very
-3
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terms of the vow; which now has
been cleared up, beyond all doubt, by
Dr. Randolph in his sermon on
Jephthal’s vow.” It must, however,
be confessed that this new reading
ought not to be adopted without valid
reasons, for the plain reading is that
which is given in our authorized ver-
sion. Such an alteration ought to be
well founded, for if the rule were
applied to other similar passages,
(such as the king of Moab’s immolat-
ing his son, 2 Kings, iii. 27,) it would
create great mistakes. Tt is, there-
fore, intended in this paper to adduce
reasons in favor of the new reading.

1t is easy to adduce various instan-
ces of the eilipsis of prepositions,
and especially the b, T'wo, however,
may now suffice, one of which is found
in Job xv. 21, where, instead of the
literal reading, “ the destroyer shall
come him”—uiar: our version
justly gives—¢ the destroyer shall
come upon him ;” and the other may
beseen in Job xxxi.37, where we pro-
perly have— I would declare unto
him the number of my steps,” instead
of—¢ I would declare him or it,”
which isthe literal Hebrew. It is just
toobserve herethat there is no particle
in the original passage corresponding
with our * for’: itis “here simply “a
burnt-offering.” This fact, though

not of much importance, is favourable !

to the new readirg, for we might
expect the particle to be employed if
the common translation were correct,
as it is actually used in other prssa-
ges. Thus we find it in God’s com-
mand to Abraham respecting his son
Isaac—“and offer him there for a
burnt-ofering ;” and in the history of
Abraham’s sacrificing the ram—and
he offered him up for a burnt-offering
in the stead of his son. It is true
there are a few instances in which
the particle is not used though under-
stood, yet the great majority of simi-
lar expressions have it. The more
direct arguments in support of the
new rendering are these:—

JEPHTHAU'S vOW.

1. The daughter is not distinctly
stated to have suffered any thing ex-
cept perpetual virginity. ¢ And it
came to pass at the end of two months
that she returned unto her father, who
did unto her according to the vow
which he had vowed ; and she knew
no man.” Here nothing is clearly
affirmed, but that she died a virgin.
The first part of the statement may
convey different meanings aceording
as different constructions are put on
the vow itself, to which reference is
made ; but is it not natural and faiv
to consider the latter part as expla-
natory of the former, or as summing
up its import? There is no intima-
tion whatever made that the vow
required the immolation of the wo-
man. Jephthah does not intimate
this ; nor does his daughter, for she,
on the contrary, appears to have con-
sidered virginity as the substance of
the vow: “and she said unto her
father—Let this thing be done for
me : let me alone two months that I
may go up and down upon the moun-
tains and bewail my virginity, I and
my fellows. And he said go; and
he sent her away for two months,
and she went with her companions,
and bewailed her virginity on the
mountains.” That perpetual virginity
might be equivalent to what is ex-
pressed in the words, it shall be the
Lord’s, few if any will deny. The
words are evidently of a very general
import, so that several things may be
expressed by them. Consecration to
Jehovah is the primary and essential
sense, but the other meanings depend
on the character of the person or
thing concerning which it is affirmed;
for one must be devoted in this and
another in that way. The tithes, the
sacrifices, the Levites and the Naza-
rites were all the Lord’s, but they
differed very much except in this,
that they were separated from the
common practices and usages of life
for religious and sacred purposes.
Thus Jephthah’s daughter became the
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Lord’s by a separation from the com-
mon ways and usages of mankind.
Some will perhaps doubt whether
this doom is sufficient to account for
all the grief which was expressed on
the occasion. There is then one fuct
clearly and strongly stated, which is
calculated to satisfy the mind on this
point. She, it is said, was his only
child; beside her he had neither son
nor daughter. Jephthah plainly saw
from this, that the performance of
his vow wonld render his family ex-
tinct in Israel. This circumstance
was deemed a great calamity by the
Jews, who were affected by it in a
peculiar manner, owing to the eivil
regulations of the * ; and on ac-
count of this it was cnjoined that,
when a man died childless, bis brother
should marry his widow and raise up
a seed for him. But the father in
this case not only lamented the mere
extinction of lfis family, but also that
bhis name and glory could not be in-
herited. The same or similar consi-
derations will account for the conduct
of the daughter in bewailing her vir-
ginity upon the mountains. In the
same manner we may also acccunt
for the custom that the daughters of
Israel went yearly to lament or cele-
brate the daughter of Jephthah the
Gileadite four days in the year.
Theiradmiration and sympathy would
naturally dictate such conduct.

II. The circumstances of Jephthah
are opposed to the notion of immo-
Iation. He was a Judge in Israel.
This implies that he had at least a
considerable knowledge of the law
of God. It is true that he had dwelt
for some time a fugitive in the land
of Tob, which was probably out of the
Hebrew territory : but stiil this does
not necessarily prove that he was
unacquainted with the law or insen-
sible of the obligations of the Jewish
religion, like a benighted heathen.
He might still have some means of
instruction, or at all events he might
have retained the instructions which
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he had received at home. Indeed, his
transactions with the men of Gilead
show that he was a man of integrity
and a worshipper of Jehovah. Now,
the slightest knowledge of the law
would in all probability include the
ten commandments, which were en-
forced frequently and strongly on
account of their containing the sub-
stance of morality. But one of these
rules is—Thou shalt not kill. Itmay
then be fairly inferred, that Jephthah
knew that the killing of a human
being would constitute murder ; and
it is, therefore, unjust, or at least un-
charitable, to suppose that he intended
to offer up a human victim.

II1. Jephthah is numbered among
the worthies in the 11th chapter of
Hebrews—« And what shall I say
more? for the time would fail me to
tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and
of Samson, and of Jephthah; of
David also and Samuel, and of the
prophets : who through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises,stopped themouths
of lions, quenched the violence of
fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
out of weakness were made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens.” Here
Jephthah is classed with David, Sa-
muel, and the prophets, who were
eminent for their piety towards God.
This eulogium of him does in 2il
likelibood refer to the actions with
which the subject under consideration
is connected; for there is nothing
eminent besides related concerning
him. Had he engaged in the war
with the Ammonites under the solemn
vow of offering > human being to
Jehovah (as the wdvocates of the im-
molation say be did,) it wonld be
difficult to coneeive how he could be
affirmed to have through faith sub-
dued a kingdom ? Soms, it is true,
will say that the expression ¢ through
faith” does not prove Jephthah to %e
a pious man, but simply a patriot
. who trusted in the God of his coun-
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try for its deliverance: but the last Eiblical Geography.

verses of the chapter show that the | L

faith intended is what is commonly | THE ENCAMPMENT OF TIE ISRABLITES
styled saving ; for the inspired wri- BEFORE SINAL

ter adds—¢aud these all, having ob- 1 "arious opinions have been enter-
tained a good report through faith, | {ained respeeting the position of the
received not the promises, God hav- | Igqelites during the giving of the Law.

ing provided some better thing for
us, that they without us should not |
be made perfect.” It must be con-
fessed that this is an exceedingly dif-

ficult passage, about the meaning of

whicli there have been ma- 7 conjec-
tures. The most plausible and gen-
eral interpretations, however, are
these, that * the better thing” (xpetrrév
7e) refers to the Messiah, or that it
refers to the happiness of heaven.
Now, according to either conjecture,
the worthies here recorded must Le
considered as obtaining salvation.

It is, however, objected that this
inspired reference to Jephthah does

not prove his innocenee in this matter, |

because Samson and David, who were

guilty of great offences, are also com-
mended. This objection is certainly |

forcible ; but it may be invalidated,

if not destroyed, if we remember the |

difference which exists between the |

Some few years since it was the
| eurrent opinion among scholars that
{ no open place fit for an encampment
existed among the mountains.-—
' Wizer’s Bibl. Realw. ii. 550. This
+ view, which arose from a very imper-
| feet knowledge of the geography of
| Sinai was soon, however, necessarily
abandoned. The difficulty is now
not so much to discover a suitable
camp-ground for the host of Tsracl, as
i to decide between conflicting claims.
The cclebrated scholar Lepsius,
from the proximity of the broad and
: fertile Wady Feiran, daims Mount
! Serbal as the Sinai of Seripture.
, Respecting this view, the geographer
! Ritter says :—* To this opinion [
cannot assign the slightest probability,
when I consider it in connexion with
| all the facts.”
Ever since the publication of Dr.

vecorded character of Jephthah and Robinson’s Resecarches, until very re-
those of Samson and David. The ; cently, the plain er-Rahah, north of
giant of Dan may be considered as , Horeb, has been almost universally
having repented of his sins; for he  regarded as the place of encampment.
seems in the close of his life to enjoy ; To this opinion, notwithstanding
the regards of God: and the man  the somewhat flippant remarks of
after God’s own heart is as notable , Some American travellers, there are
for the depth of his repentance as for | scrious objections. & tradition of
the heinousness of his offence. But , more than fifteen centuries has asso-
no intimation of penitence can be ciated Giebel Mousa, and not the pre-
found concerning Jephthah, though | sent Suksafch overlooking the plain
we might justly expect such an inti- | in question, with the giving of the
mation if he had been guilty of the | Law. TFurthermore, the Israclites,
slaughter of his daughter. Besides,  upon Dr. Robinson’s theory, must
Samson and David performed glo-, have entered the plain er-Rahah from
rious unsullied actions ; but Jephthah | thenorth—thus in a meusure retracing
did none unless this be one. . their steps. Again, the language in
Juvenis. | Exodus xix. 17; xx. 18; xxxiv. 3,
&e., would secem to militate against

We are justified by faith ; justify- | this opinion—the plin being appa-
ing faith produces obedience ; but our | rently too near Ioreb. Finally, the
righteousness is in Chyist.— Anon. scemingly strong argument in favour
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of cr-Rahah—that no other level
place exists among the mountains—
has of late been found untenable.
We have now to mention the recent
claim of Wady Sebaiyeh as the camp-
ground of the Israclites. On referring
to Dr. Robinson’s map of Mount Si-
nai, our readers will sce that on the
south of the Sinai cluster, fronting
Gebel Mousa, nothing is represented
but gravel hills; beyond these lies
Wady Sebaiyeh, having a magnificent
entrance to the very foot of Sinai, by
the side of the isolated eminenee Neja.

A late American traveller, who |

visited this region in 1844, thus des-
cribes the plain :—

“ Wady Sheikh turns from its
castern course after leaving Wady
Rahah, and runs north around Gebel
Furcia, where it rcceives Scbaiyeh
from the south, and with it forms one
level and unbroken plain for about
twelve iiles to the north of the place
where I was seated. Turning back
now to the south, we traversed the
plain towards the base of Sinai. The
Wady grew gently narrower as we
approached Neja, whose base projected
far into the plain, and whose head
shuts off the view of Sinai for a distance
of about one-half the width of the
plain at its base. As we passed its
foot Sinai again appeared, and we
measured the plain near the pathway
which leads up towards Sinai on the
vorthern border of Neja, and which
appears to be the only entrance to the
Holy Mountain. The measured width
here was 430 feet. Passing on 345
paces, we arrived at the narrowest
part of the plain, some few yards nar-
rower than where we had measured
it. This may be considered as the

entrance-door to the plain which lies |

directly in front of Sinai, which now
spreads out level, clean, and broad,

going on to the south with varied !

width for about three miles, on gently
ascending ground, when it passes be-
tween two sloping hills and enters
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. another Wady which deseends beyond,
i from which it is most probable Sinai
may yet be clearly scen.
Ou the east this plain of Sebaiyeh
is bounded by mountains having long,
| sloping bases, and covered with wild
i thyme and other herbs, affording
| good tenting ground immediately
fronting Sinai, which forms, as it
were, a grand pyramidal pulpit to the
magnificent amphitheatre below, The
width of the plain immediately in
front of Sinai is about 1600 feet, but
farther south the width is much in-
creased ; so that on an average the
"plain may be considered as being
nearly one-third of a mile wide, and
its length, in view of Mount Sinai,
between five and six miles. The
good tenting ground on the mountain
sides mentioned above, would give
much more space for the multitude on
the great occasion for which they
were assembled.  This estimate does
not include that part of the phin to
the north, and Wady Er-Sheikh, from
which the peak of Sinai is not visible;
for this space would contain three or
four times the number of people which
Scbaiyeh would hold.”

The claims of Scbaiych have been
favourably regarded by the celebrated
geographer Ritter, of Berlin, who was
t last winter lecturing on the geography

of Sinai. Inaletter addressed to Dr.
Robinson, August 3, 1847, he thus
writes :—“ e (namely Laborde in
his recently published commentary)
also presents some favourable points,
which should not pass without ac-
knowledgment. Among these I
reckon, as respects the Sinai group,
‘ his now, for the first time, established
plain of Wady Sebaiych, as the
southern base of Sinal. . . . This
plain, equal to er-Rahah in extent,
which lies at the southern foot of Si-
nai, and was partly hidden from you
when on the summit by gravel-hills,
. has been measured by Krafit-and
Strauss, and also by others. It seoms

’
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to me that it certainly furnishes an | segger, and Von Wildenbruch, the
important point for the elucidation of | depression of both the Dead Ser 2nd

the giving of the Law.” F. B.
II.
THE JORDAN AND THE DEAD SEA.

We extract from the Athenczum
the following reports of two papers,
vecently presented at meetings of the
Geographical Society of London.

The first was communicated by
Mr. Augustus Peterman—the sub-
ject, the fall of the Jordan. as com-
pared with certain British rivers.

“ Hitherto but little has been
known of the actual state of the Jor-
dan ; for although it may have been
crossed at various points, yet so dau- |
gerous has travelling upon its banks

roved, in consequence of the attacks
of the Arabs, that it may almost
(until recently descended by Lieut.
Molyneux) have been regarded, be-
low Beisin, as a flumen tncognitum.

the Lake of Tiberias increases in
chronological order, and DeBerton’s
ohservations in 1838 give a greater
depression than his first in 1837.
The fall of a river influences in part
the velocity or force of its current,
but not to such an extent that the
rate of fall conld be taken as a scale
for the rate of velocity. The Rhine,
Danube, and Elbe are very rapid
rivers, yet they only exhibit a fall of
one or two and very seldom three
feet per mile; while the *gentle
Tweed,” with an average fall of
nearly eight feet, from the affluence
of Biggar water to the sea, is freely
navigated by small boats—a fall of
only two feet in the Danube present-
ing the greatest obstacles to naviga-
tion. The geological structure of
the country through which a river
runs, may be regarded as the chief
cause of sudden descents. The Se-

When, however, the relative levels
of the Lake Tiberins and of the ! vern and the Shannon are much alike
Dead Sea were ascertained, and the | in magnitude ; the average descent
distance between the two considered, | of the former is 26-6 inches per mile,
the Jordan being the communicating | of the latter only 9 inches; and yet
medium, and that in a distance not | the Severn pursues its coursé without
much exceeding 80 miles, the fall of | any rapids or falls, whilst the Shan-
that river averaged 164 feet per | non forms those magnificent falls of
mile, it was regarded by some, and | Doonas, equalling the most celebrated -
amongst them by Professor Robin- | in Europe. The author, by a num-
son, that should the Jordan be devoid | ber of tables of the size and descent
of cataracts, rapids, or falls—and | of various British rivers, and by deep
none such had been met with by tra-  andlaborious hydrographicalresearch,
vellers who had crossed it in various I demonstrated that even should the
places—either there must be some | descent of the Jordan be, as stated
error in the measurements of the ) by Professor Robinson, 16+4 feet per
levels of Lake Tiberias and the Dead | mile, without either fall or cataraet,
Sea, or there existed a remarkable | yet there is nothing extraordinary in
phenomenon well deserving the atten- | such circumstance, nor any great
tion of geographers. It was there- | geographical problem to be solved;
fore the object of the author of this | whereas on the other hand the actual
paper to demonstrate that a fall of | amount of descent per mile is greatly
164 feet per mile might occur with- | diminished in consequence of the Jor-
out rapid, cataract, or fall, and yet | dan being not a straight but a very
. 1o phenomenon exist. One circum- | tortuous river, —and therefore its
&7 stance noticed by the author may be | length from the Lake Tiberias to the
" dwelt on for an instant :—in exam- , Dead Sea much greater than hasbeen
" ining the results of DeBerton, Ru- ' generally supposed.
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The second paper—* On the Jor-
dan and the Dead Sea,” was written
by the late Lieut. Molyneux, of H.
M. 8. Spartan.

“ On the 20th of August last,
Lieut. Molyscux landed at Acre,
taking with him three volunteer sea-
men and an interpreter ; and having
hired camels, borses, and attendants,
he started carly the following morn-
ing with the ship’s dingey, en roufe
to Tiberias. For the first two hours
the road was excellent. On nearing
the village of Abilin its character
altered ; the country became hilly,
and some awkward passes were en-
countered. The village of Taran
was reached the same night, after
ten consecutive hours of travelling.
On the following day the party arri-
ved at Tiberias, where they encamped
outside the walls of the town and
near the edge of the Lake. Immense
herds of camels were seen feeding in
different directions. From the hills
overlooking Tiberias the prospect
was magnificent ;—Djebel Sheikh,
smothered in clouds, was distinctly
seen to the left, bearing N.N.E.; in
front were the blue waters of Tibe-
rias, surrounded by fine ranges of|
hills 3 and to the left of Djebel Sheikh |
the white ruins of Safed.—On the
23rd they embarked on the Lake,
which is described as being of greater
size than is generally laid down ;—
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waterfalls were found.  Great reluc-
tance was manifested by the natives
towards the purposed descent of the
river, and every possible obstacle
thrown in the way. The Sheikhs
demanded in some cases exorbitant
sums for permission to pass through
their provinces ; and altercations, an-
noying and incessant, were generally
terminated by a display of fire-arms,
and the threat to shoot them unless
they allowed the party to proceed.—
On the 8rd of September Lieutenant
Molyneux embarked on the Dead
Sea. The breeze gradually fresh-
ened, till there was quite enough sea
for the dingey ; steering ahout south
by west, large patches of white frothy
foam were several times passed ; and
as the sea got up there was heard a
most unusual noise, something like
breakers a-head. At 2 A.»r. on the
4th, considering they must be ap-
proaching the south end of the sea,
they hauled to the wind and stood
over towards the western mountains ;
and at daylight were about five miles
from the peninsula. From Ras el
Feshkah to the north, nearly down to
the peninsula to the south, the moun-
tains on the western side rise, almost
like a perpendicular wall, to the
height of 1,200 or 1,500 feet. The
peninsula is connected with the main
land by a low neck, so that ot a dis-
tance it would be considered an

“from Tiberias to the eastern shore |island. Having arrived at what was

not less than 8 or 9, and from the | thought to be the deepest water,
entrance of the Jordan on the north | soundings were obtained at 225 fa-

to its exit at the south end, 18 miles : | thoms ; the arming of the lead was

the latitude of the northern extremity | clear, with some pieces of rock-sals

of the lake is 82° 49’ 9", about 3% | attached to it. Two other casts of
miiles to the south of the point usu-  the lead were taken at different times;

ally marked. The Jordan is des- | one gave 178, the second 183 fathoms,
cribed as shallow, and crossed by nu- | with bluish mud or clay. The water
merous weirs, which greatly obstruct- | throughout the Dead Sea is of a

ed the passage of the boat. In many | dirty, sandy colour, resembling that
places it might have been crossed by | of the Jordan; it is extremely de-
stepping from stone to stone without | structive to every thing which eomes
wetting the shoes; its waters are|in contact with it, particularly metals, .
muddy and full of fish; its course {and produces a very unpleasant, '~
tortuous in the extreme, and some | greasy feel when allowed to remain
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on the skin; it has also a very ob-
noxious smell. At noon on the 5th
they returned to the tent whence
they had embarked, thoroughly done
up and thankful for baving escaped.
Every thing and body in the boat
was covered with a nasty slimy sub-
stance from the water ; iron was cor-
roded, and looked as if covered with
coal tar.  No fish or any living thing
was found in the water of the Dead
Sea. A broad strip of white foam
ruuning  nearly north and south
thronghour the whole length of the
sea was observed, not commencing
where the Jordan empties itself, but
some miles to the wertward ; it ap-
peared to be constantly bubbling and
in motion, and over this, on both
nights, was a white line of cloud far
above the surface. Having disem-
barked, the dingey was secured upon
the backs of two camels, and the
party proceeded to Jerusalem,—
within the walls of which town en-
tered the boat of a British ship-of-v-ar.

Illustration of the Principles of
Fesuitisme

A gentleman resident in Manches-

ter writes to a friend :—¢ When tra-

ILLUSTRATION OF ‘PHE PRINCIPLES OF JESCITISM.

man, it may be interesting to you to
hear that one subject brought under
discussion was the attempt of Guy
: Fawkes and his associates to destroy
* the King of England and his Parlia-
ment, did they right or wrong ?” I
asked what the decision was, when he
replied, that the judgment delivercd
was, ¢that it was an act not only not
[evil, but good, and that it merited
{ heaven; there being no doubt they
j were convineed in their minds that
they were attempting to do what it
was their duty to do.’ Ile told me
that on another oceasion the subject
was the conduet of a ¢good maw’ (a
. Jesuit missivnary,) who found oppor-
tunity to poison a number of children
whom he had baptized, so that Ly
dying within the pale of the chureh,
and before they could again commit
sin, they might go to heaven; whereas,
if they should arrvive at years of ma-
turity, they would probably relapse
into idolatry, and so be lost. The
same judgment was given as in the
former case, and for the same reason.
On like ground, my companion argu-
ed that the attempts to take awav the
life of Louis Philippe were praise-
worthy and pious. The avowal of

velling in the south of TIrance, in, these sentiments led to an animated
the autumn of 1846, I had the com- | discussion, but I could produce no
pany of a young gentleman for nearly | impression on his mind, either by ap-
two days. We had much pleasant K peals to Scripture, or to the fearful
conversation, in the course of whicli | consequences to which such principles
he observed, that he had spent several | led.  Their effect upon his mind was
years in a Jesuit College in Switzer- | strikingly illustrated, for when speak-
land. I was glad of the opportunity | ing as named above, upon Louis Phi-
of learning something as to the mode | lippe, he warmed up, and said, ¢ My
and course of inmstruction pursued , father and grandfather both died on
there. Among other matters, hz the scaffuld, and I would gladly do
informed me, that it was the cusiom | the same, for the Lilling of Louis
for the students to write essays or, Philippe, whenever I might think I
theses on various subjects, to be read | could do the most good by the deed.’
by the writer before the class, and a | While on general topics, he was more
professor who presided. The paper | than usually intelligent, on this sub-

was then the subject of discussion,
and at the elose the professor deliver-
ed his judgment. My companion
then said, ¢ As you are an Eunglish-

Jject his mind seemed to be inacces-
sible ; at the same time, he defended
his position with much acuteness. So
much for the teaching of the Jesuits.”
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( Continued.)

The early history of the Reformation
in France has been written by D'Au- |
bigné, in his peculiarly graphie style, |
and will always be read with deep inter-
est, not so much for the magnitude of
the transactions recorded, or their influ-
ence on the state of society, as for the
delightful exemplifications of individual
godliness and meek endurance, Pro-
testantism was ever in a state of strug-
gle or suffering: it did not for a long
time become an element in the policy of
the country, and when it did, it was
oftener seen in the battle-field thap in
the halls of legislation. That battle-
field was not its proper place; there is
no concord between the sword and the
gospel ; the “religious wars” of which
we read were most irreligious things,
and we would fain banish them from our
memory, if we could. It was a noble
speech of Beza to the King of Navarre
—~-¢ It belongs to the Church of God to |
suffer blows, not to strike them : butat |
the same time let it be your pleasure to |
remenber that THE CHURCH 18 AN AN-
VIL WHICH HAS WORN OUT MANY A
aaMMER |7 -This truth has not always
been duly considered. The Church—
or what is called the Church—has some-
times been too ready to seize the ham-
mer and smite for herself; but she has |
never gained by it. How .could .it be |
expected ? The ¢ Prince of Peace”
will not conquer by worldly weapons,
nor-will he bless his servants when they
use them. The history of the Church
tells mournful tales on this subject.

‘We were speaking of France, Its
soil has been soaked with the blood of
martyrdom. Its annals are polluted
with records of deeds of savage cruelty.

T

The demon appetite of persecution has
been glutted with victims, and scenes of

| horror, which no pen could describe, no

pencil pourtray, have been witnessed
year after year, $ill the eye has become
familiar ‘with them, and the heart of the
gentle has been made callous, Let us
take a specimen.

In the night of October 18, 1534, cer-
tain satirical placards, exposing the ab-
surdities of Romish superstitions, were
affized to the gates of the Royal Palace
at Blois, and posted in the. sireets of
Paris and other cities. Franeis I. was
persuaded that this betokened an exten-
sive and powerful combination, which it
was necessary to suppress.

¢ Four-and-twenty known Sacramenta-
rians were accordingly arrested in Paris;
and pains were taken to spread abroad an
absard rumour, (which, on account of that
very absurdity, was doubtless more readily
admitted by the gaping rabble,) that these
miserable men had plotted to surprise the
Catholic population during Mass, and to pat
men, women, and children, indiscriminately,
to the sword. Yo order to increase the effect
of a coup d'état, by which the King resolved
to convince his own subjects, his Italian al-
lies, and, above all, the Pontiff, whaese con-
fidence it was mest important that he should
secure, how great was his attachment to the
trie Faith, how rooted his abhorrence of
Heresy, he hastened to the Capital in the
depth of a severe winter. There, he ar-
ranged an expiatory Procession; in which

| himself, kis Queen, the Princes of the blood,

the Peers of France, the great Officers of the
Crown, and the resident Ambassadors from
Foreign Courts, persomally assisted, An
image of St. Geuevieve, the patroness of the
City, never exhibited unléss in seasons of
heaviest public calamity, was committed to
the guardianship of the town butchers, who,
from time immemorial, had asserted the
privilege of that holy custody. Three days’
prayer and fasting prepared them for their
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sncred charge; aud when they appeared |

abroad, thefr path was clearved by apparitors,
but not without difficulty, from the eager
throng which pressed upon thelr steps; for
bappy was he among the spectators who
could touch the propitious Xdol with the tip
of his finger, with his cap, or even with his
handkerchief. The costly shrine of Ste.
Margaret, the precious reliquaries of the
Saincte Chapelle and of the other Parlsian
Churches, were carried abroad by bearers
who walked with naked fect, and wore no
ather clothing than lorg shirts. The Arch-
bishop of Paris held the consecrated Host,
the canopy over which was borue by three
sons of Francis, and by the Duke de Ven-
dome. Next appeared the King himself,
carrying a torch in his hand, and supported
by the Cardinals of Bourhon and of Lor-
raine; tothe latter of whom he delivered the
torch, at every halt of the procession, while
he clasped his hands, kuelt humbly on the
ground, aud implored the mercy of Heaven
upon his people.

At the eorclusion of this solemn puppet-
show Francis dined with the Archbishop ;
and after the banquet, addressed the assem-
bly in aspeech expressive of the acute anguish
which he felt at the outrage offered to the
King of Kings by perverse men, unworthy of
the name of men, who had blasphemed the
Supreme Being, and publicly outraged the
most august of His mysteries, His true body,
and true blood. While his words were in-
terrupied by the frequent sobs and groans of
his auditors, he urge them in continuation,
to denounce, withcut pity, all whom they
knew to be Heretics, ¢Before God,” he
exclaimed, kindling with devotion, ¢if my
right arm were gangrened I wonld cheerfully
cut it off and cast it from me; and if my
own sons were unhappy enough to be se-
duced by these detestable novelties, I myself
would be the first to farnish proofs of their
guilt” Onthe moment, a Proclamation was
drawn up, and issued, commanding all
French-subjects, on pain of being considered
accomplices, to lay informations against every
Heretic whom ¢hey could discover, his har-
bouvers and concealers, The reward, on
conviction of any of these criminals, was a
fourth part of the property of the condemned ;
and finally, as the Press had been the great

RELIGION IN FRANCE.

engine of recent offence, its operations for
the present were declared to bo entirely sus-
pended. Nor was this tyrannical Edict con-
sidered sufficient; the day of mummery was
to conclude with n gpectacle of unparalleled
horror. Francis, the mest chivalrous Knight
and accompl:shed Prince of his days, (fertile
as those days were in valour and in magni-
ficence,) stopped at six different places of
execution, in which an equal number of
victims of fanaticism were tarrying his ar-
rival, in all the bitterness of preparation for
an agonizing death. As if the ordinary ter-
rors of the stake were inadequate for the
punishment now required, these Martyrs,
bound to the extremity of long poles, were
nlternately lowered to, and withdrawn from
the blazing pile, till the ropes by which they
were fastened caught fire, snapped asunder,
and plunged their already half-burned limbs
into the devouring flame.”—Smedlry.

The taste for the horrible might be
amply gratified, were we inclined to ad-
minister iv it. We might tell of the
massacre at Vassy,—of the butcheries
of the savage Blaise de Montluc,—of
the wholesale murders of St. Bartholo-
mew's day, in 1572, which were so joy-
ously celebrated at Rome, by Pope and
Cardinals,—of the dragoonings under
Louis XIV,—and of the deliberate as-
sassinations of Protestants in the south
of France, after the return of the Bour-
brns j—all tending to prove the un-
changeable feracity of the Papal system.
But this is a needless task,

In one respect, as we have already
hinted, we have no sympathy with French
Protestants. We refer to the wars.
The injury they inflicted on the cause
of religion eannot be estimated, and has
never been repaired. It is sufficient to
advert to the melancholy diminution of
numbers. In 1562, there were 2140
Churches: in 1598, there were but 760!

The disciplinary enactments of the
Reformed Church in France were often
of a very ridiculous nature. Grave
Pastors met in synod, and after length-
ened discussions passed laws regulating
the times of marriage,—~—prescribing the
mode of behaviour to be observed by
husbands and wives towards each other,
and that not always in delicate terms,—
denouncing ¢ travery” of attire in the
wives and daughters of Ministers,—and
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prohibiting all encouragement to ‘‘ Jug- | to pay the priests, Meanwhile I think the

glers 1" How ill understood is Chris-
tianity, in regard to its design and prac.
tical working, even by many whose
views of doctrine are thoroughly clear
and sound!
lation, interfering with those minutie
of human conduet which require no law,
and imposing restrietions unwarranted
both by the letter and the spirit of the
gospel, disgraces the pages of ecclesias-
tical history, and furnishes abundant
encouragement to the cavils of unbe-
lievers. Men need not wonder that in
seeking to escape from such bondage
the lovers of Christian freedom have
sometimes fallen into the extreme of
undue licence. Anarchy is the natural
offspring of despotism,

The eighteenth century was a period
of spiritual languour ard dullness, in
most parts of Europe. It was succeeded,
in France, by the temporary subversion
of Christianity, and that, was afterwards
followed by a legal re-establishment, in
which Protestantism as well as Popery
shared fo some extent, all Ministers of
religion receiving salaries from the na-
tional treasury. Evangelical piety made
but little progress till within these few
years, Encoursging advance has been
recently witnessed—specially «1. courag-
ing, because it has excited persecution,
which is an infallible token of the fear
felt Ly the enemy of truth. ‘It was under
these circumstances that the late revo-
lution took place. Although it may be
judged premature to offer any opinion
respecting the probable results of that
movement, we may be permitted to ex-
press the hopes which we entertain of a
favorable issue. A worthy Minister,
the Rev. Mr. Roussel, writes thus to
the Editor of the New York Evan-
gelist :—

“ I cannot close without giving you a
foreshadowing of the good which these events
may bring to the cause of religion in France.
Dounbtless xe must struggle agaiast political
pre-occupations, but these will cease in due
time, and then there will be left to ys com-
plete liberty of speech and the press. The
Romish clergy is morally dead. We shalt
at least have freedom of worship, and per-
haps a separation of Church and State, an
event which would be the ruin of Roman

Catholicism, for the peeple arc not disposed !

Petty, meddlesome legis- |

new Government will manage the clergy,
and without favering it, will aid it to die
slowly,”

May the prediction be accomplished,
and the evangelization of France secur-
ed! All BEurope will have cause to
thank God for it.

—e

1. Taza S. Cuncellaric Romana, in lucem
emissa, et notis illustrata ; @ L. BAnck,
Narcopense, Gotho, Phil. et J. U. D, et
Professore Frisio. Frankers, 1651.
18mo., pp. 410.

2. Biblical Repository, April, 1848, Article,
« The Taz-Book of the Roman Cnancery.”
New York.

Protestant writers have been accus-
tomed to refer to the Taz-Book of the
Roman Chancery, in order to prove the
enormous delinquency of Rome. That
is not difficult to be proved, on other
grounds ; but the Tax-Bovk was sup-
poseg to afford remarkable facility of

roof. .
P Some authors, however, were not
sufficiently careful "r their statements.
They went so far as to affirm that per-
mission to commit crimes, as well as
absolution for them, might be purchased
at Rome. Roman Catholics met this
with an indignant denial, and here and
there a bold one was found who did not
scruple to assert that the ¢ Tax-book™
was a forgery—an invention of the here-
tics. A. pevson of this class has written
the foliowing words on a copy of the
book now in our possession, ‘* Calum-
ntator et mendaz, ergo liber prokibitus ;
kereticorum calumnie, mendaciumgue
vaoferrimum, instincty infernali con-

ctum."”

The late Charles Butler, Esq., whose
accuracy will not be generally doubted,
says :—<¢ The real state of the case is as
follows :—There are some sins so enor-
mous, that, in order to raise the greater
horror of them, the absolution from them
is reserved to the holg see. In these
cases, the priest, to whom the penitent
reveals them in confession, states them,
without any mention of person, time,
or place, te the Roman see; and the
Roman see, when it thinks the eireum-
gtances of the case remder it proper,
graris a faculty to the priest to absolve
the penitent 1rom them. All this is at~



148

tended with expense. fin office or tri-
bunal is kept for the purpose, and, to
defray the expenses attending these ap-
plications, a fee is required for the docu-
ment in which the power of absolution
is granted. Thus these sums of money
are only fecs of office; the lips of o
Roman datary would water at the sight
of the bill of an English proctor. When
the absolute poverty of the party is
stated, no fec is required.” *

The Rev. A, H. Guern. sy, of New
York, who has written the article on
this subject in the Biblical Repository,
has spent much time and Jabour in prov-
ing that a certain edition of the Tax-
Book in his possession is genuine. Law-
rence Banck’s Edition—a copy of which
is now before us—is equally genuine,
because both are derived from the same
source.

Mr. Guernsey says in the conclusion
of his article, that the Taz-Book ¢ in'
nowise grants permission for the Com-
mission of the crimes specified, nor es-
tablishes a price to be paid for their
pardon after commission; and that,
therefore, as the charge of licensing

these crimes rests, either mediately or
immediately, upon this book, it is not
sustained by any valid evidence; and
that, whatever corrupt individual officials
or dignitaries may have done, no such
license can in fairness and honesty be laid |
to the charge of the Church of Rome.”

‘We are sorry that Mr. Guernsey has
closed in this manner. The perusal of
his article leads only to this result—that
the Church of Rome has been wrongly
accused. He should have taken the
opportunity, in our opinion, to show,
that although Protestant writers may
have occasionally overstepped the bounds
of propriety and truth, the appalling
iniquity of the Romish system is unde-
niable; that the sinner is not directed
to the Saviour, but to the priest; that
confession to a sinful man takes the
place of ‘“repentance toward God, and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ;”
and thai the reference to Rome, in re-
served cases, is a most ingeniously con-
trived expedient, intended to tighten the
yoke on the neck of the slave, and to
increase the strength of the witcheraft
spell that binds the miserable victims of
this mest unholy delusion.

* Book of the Roman Catholic Chureh, p. 111,

NUMISMATIC ILLUSTRATIONS.

Mr. Guernsey states, that Pope Pius
V., i1 his 83d Constitution, issued in
1569, abolished the fecs in question. If
he will read the 84th Constitution, pub-
lished the very next day, he will find
that although it was enacted that hence-
forth tho officers of the Roman Chan-
cery should be paid by salaries and not
by personal fees, the d’e,)cumcnts required
should be taxed, and out of the proceeds
of the taxes the salaries were to be paid.*
That is, formerly the fees were paid to
the officers, now they are paid to the
office. Still they are paid. Mr. Butler,
it will be observed, does not deny the
present existence of the Tax-book. The
priest who desires power to absolve a
person in a reserved case, still applies
to Rome and pays the fee, which, of
course, with all other expenses, is
charged to the penitent; and he, most
probably, scts a higher value on the
pardon because it has the direct sanc-
tion of the Apostolie see, and because
he has paid dearly for it.

More than this. ¢ Those that have
interest with the Pope,” says the author
of ‘Rome in the nineteenth century,’
“ may obtain an absolution in full from
his Holiness for all the sins they ever
have committed, or may choose to com-
mit;" and it is added in a unte, ‘¥
have seen one of these edifying docu-
ments, issued by the present Pope (in
the year 1816) to a friend of mine. It
was most unequivocally worded.”’—Vol.
ii. p. 270.

The Biblical Repository contains an
instructive and powerful article, by Dr.
Tappan of New York, eniitled *Ro-
manism and Barbarism.” It ought to
be read by all half-hearted Protestants,
‘We are glad to see the subject taken up
so ably and so zealously. .

Numismatic Illustrations of the Narrative
Portions of the New Testament. By JorN
Y. Agerman, F. S, A. London, 1846.

Numismatics, or the knowledge of
coins and their uses, is a valuable hand-
maid to the historian. Without the in-
scriptions on ancient coins and rocks
and structures, we could have had no
certain knowledge as to many important
events of antiquity. The testimony of

* Magnum Bullarium Romanum. Tem, ji. p. 281
Lugduni, 1682,
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these inscri})tions, as found in the Egyp-

tian hieroglyphics, arnd at Behistun, in "
the arrow-headed letters, has of late !
served wonderfully to support the cre-
dibility of Scripture history. And the!
work before us aims at gathering similar !
co-roborations from the coins of the first !
ages of our cra: an interesting design, !
certainly, but we must confess the ma-
terials used are very scanty, and the re- ’
sults are urimportant. The work is a

poor affair in our opinion. The writer

needed more competency, as well as

more materials, for preducing a satisfac- ‘

tain old-fashioned notions (perhaps he
would call them prejudices) stand in the
way. We prefer the biblical theory of
sin to the phrenological. Modern scio-
lists may dream aboui depressions and
elevations of the skull, and do the work
of the infidel, by confounding our ideas
of good and evil ; for our part, we ac-
knowledge the authority of that book.
which says.—‘The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wick-
ed;” “Out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts;"”—and we donot believe in any
remedy for moral evil save that which
the Bible sets forth. If erime is there-

tory book on his favourite subject. !

There are but two disputed facts es- | sult of bodily organization, and may be
tablished that are worth mentioning : | prevented by suitable appliances, on
one is, that the governor of Cyprus, in ! phrenological principles—Christhasdied
the time of the apostle Paul, was styled | in vain. -~
avbrarog, proconsul, just the same as |  Both Mr. Sampson and the American
in Aets xiil. 7, where our version uses ! lady who has edited his volume, believe
deputy by oversight. The other is, that 1 in the non-existence of the devil, or
Tarsus was a freecity, (¥\evbépa), which | rather that the devil is * the cerebral
agrees perfectlywnh Acts.xm. 39 Wh?l‘el orgun of the offending propensity.”’
she is styled ¢‘ no mean city,” and with ! Agsuredly, this is a new theory of Sa-
Acts xxil. 28, where Paul declares, “I | tanic influence !
was free born.” ‘We cannot recommend this book. In
dismissing it, we may take the oppor-
Rationale of Crime, and its appropriate  tunity of observing, that what is false in

Treatment ; being a Treatise on Criminal | divinity, cannot be true in science. 'We

Jurisprudence considered in_relation {0 know very well that the Bible was not

cerebral orgarization. By M. B. Sawr- | intended to teach philosophy : but we

soN. From the second London Edition. ! are also fully assured, that if the dedue-

With Notes and Ilustrations, by E. W. | tions of this world’s philogophy are op-

Farvoaw, Master of Mount Pleasant | posed to the moral lessons of the word

State Prison. New York: APPLETON &

Co. 12mo. pp. 177.

The ¢ rationale of crime,” according
to Mr. Sampson, is to be sought in the

of God, they flownot from true wisdom,
but from ¢ Science falsely so called.”

¢ malformation of the brain;” or, in | Ezperimentul Researches on the Tood of

other words, ¢ the frame of mind which
leads to criminal acts should be in-

variably attributed to a derangement of

the mental organs, or to an inherent de-
feet in their structure,” p. 18. It fol-
lows from this that depravity is a mis-
fortune rather than a fault, that crimi-
nals should not be blamed, but pitied,
and that judges and juries are more fre-
quently wrong than right. The accused
person ought to be placed in a lunatie
asylum instead of a prison, and the phy-
sician should take the place of jailors
and turnkeys.

It may be safely admitted that exten- '

sive reforms are required in our criminal
jurisprudence ; but we arc not disposed
to take Mr, Samypsen for a guide. Cer-

Animals, and the fattening of Cattle, with
' yemarks on the Food of Man. Based on
Ezxperiments undertaken by order of the
British Government. By RonerT DUN-
pas TuooxesoN, M.D,, Lecturer on
Practical Chemistry, University of Glas-
gow., From the last London edition.
New York: ArprreToN & Co,; pp. 172,

QOur Agricultural friends may rcad
' this volume with advantage. They will
' find it both entertaining and instruciive,
"and if they put in practice the advice
" furnished them, they may derive profit
! from it, * .

There are also some very useful hints
' respecting  diet and medicine for the
. human bedy, We will give a fow ex-

tracts. ©r
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¢ There can be little hesitation in affirm.
ing, that the use of purgatives is carried
much tao far in this country, especially mer-
curials, a class of the most dangerous poisons,
The primary object of the introduction of
food into the stomach and intestinal canal is
to produce bloed: in order that the latter
may be of o healthy condition, it is requisita
that the food should contain the ingredients
necessary for the production of bloed, and
that these should be in a state of integrity
and health. It is scarcely to be wondered at
that the consumption of putrid feod, such as
high-flavored game, and large quantities of
decayed cheese, should be incapable of pro-
ducing healthy blood; or rather, that the
blood produced from substauces in such a
state of putrefaction, should be liable to dis-
ease of themost deadly and dangerous nature.”

¢ To stimulate the nervous system jyve
employbxcmng subst: , such as al ol
and spices, &c., which increase the rapidity
of absorption without a corresponding pro-
vision being made for the proper exhalation
of the excess of food thus introduced into
the system. The consequence must be the
dzposition of fat, a condition of the system
which is ranked in the human system as a
disease.”

¢ An increase of labour should al vays be
accompanied with an increase of food, both
at sea and in prison; a short walk to one
cunfined in a solitary cell calls for some aug-
mentation of food.”

¢ In order to retain the human censtitu.
tion in a healthy condition, varietv Jf food
should be properly attended to.”

Arrow-root ¢ may be considered as flour
deprived as much as possible of its natritive
matter. "When we administer arrow-root to
a child it is equivalent to washing all the
nutritive matter out of bread, flour, or oat-
meal, and supplying it with the starch; or
it is ths same thing approximately as if we
gave it stacrch ; and this is in fact what is
«one when children are fed upon what is
sold in Zhe shops under the title of farinaceous
food—empirical preparations, of which no
one can understand the preparation without
analysin,”

‘We would gladly extract some excel-
lent ubservations on making hay, but we

THE PICTORIAL 'FRACT PRIMER, ETC.

have not room. This work is a very
serviceable addition to the farmer’s
library.

———

The Pictoriul Tract Primer. Awmerican
Tract Society. 1€vo. pp. 108,
Good for children—very good. An

excellent first book. The following
verse, given as a ‘golden maxim of
Sir Matthew Hale,” will suit men as
well as children :—
“ A Sabbath well spent,
Brings o week of content,
And strepgth for the toils of the morrow ;
But a Sabbath profaned,
‘Whatsoever bo gained,
Is a certain foreruniier of sorrow.”

Cyclopedia of Moraland Religicus Anecdotes.
A Collection of several Thousand Facts,
Incidents, Narratives, Ezamples, and
Testimonies, By the Rev. K. ARVINE,
A.M., Pastor of the Providence Church,
New York, With an Introduction, by
the Rev. G. B, CHEEVER, D.D. New
York: Leavirr &Trow., Nos. 1,2,3;
to be completed in eight Nos,, at 25 cents
each.

Dr. Cheever says :—

¢ Xllustrations from Divine Providence,
especially in Christian Biography, but alse
in history, in particular interpositions, and
in marked steps through all men’s Jives, are
a great help in fastening Divine truths,”

L d * * L » = A d L d

¢« Let good men take the art of illustration,
and use it ~ God, for heaven, for the sal-
vation of t.. soul.”

These remarks are just.

This publication will afford very
seasonable and efficient aid to public
speakers. Volumes of anecdotes a-
bound; but an arranged collection was
much wanted. Mr. Arvine has supplied
the defect. He has adopted the alpha-
betical arrangement, and has prepared
‘“ copious topical and scriptural in-
dexes,” by which an apt illustration
may be found for almost any subject.
The usefulness of such a work cannot
be disputed. As a Family Book, for
gtlmstant reforence, it will be invalua-

e.
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Mr. A. Layard is about to publish an ac-
count of his resear( ies and discoveries in
Ancient Assyria, together with a narrative
of his residence in that country. The work
will be in two volumes, and will contain
numerous illustrations of Nineveh and its
many remains of ancient sculpture.

The Rev. H. Soames, M. A., is preparing
for the press a work entitled, ¢ The Latin
Church during the Anglo-Saxon Times,”

Dr. Moore, author of ¢ The power of the
soul over the body,” will shortly publish a
new work, bearing this title, ¢ Ban and his
Motives.”

¢ Egypt’s place in Universal History,” by
¢he Chevalier Bunsen, is announced as forth-
coming.

The Ecclesiastical History Society are re-
publishing Strype’s Life of Archbishop Cran-
mer. The first volume has already appeared.
It is severely criticised by the Rev. S. R.
Maitland, and apparently with good reason,
the editor having performed his work very
negligently. The original documents of the
time, particularly Cranmer’s Register, have
been very imperfectly consulted.

Bunyan's Pilgrim’s Progress, by the Han-
serd Knollys Society, has recently appeared.
Tt is an exact reprint of the author’s last cor-
rected edition, with fac-similes of the origi-
nal wood-cuts, and is edited with great care.
An elaborate Introduction, by George Offor,
Esq. is replete with i..teresting matter con-
rerning Bunyan and his immortal work.
The next publication of the Society will be
Roger Williams’s * Bloody Tenent of Per-
secution.”

Upwards of 700 valuable MSS. have been
recently added to the collection in the Bri-
tish Museum,

Mr. Maunder is about to publish ¢ The
Treasury of Natural History,” with 900
wood cuts.

English Works lately publisked.

Characteristic Sketches of English Society,
Politics and Literature, Comprised in a
serles of Letters to the Countess of Qssory.
By Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, now
first printed from the original MSS. Edited
by the Right Hon, R, Vernon Smith, M. P.
2 vols, 8vo,

A Three Years’ Cruise in the Mogambique
Channel, for the suppression of the Slave
Trade. By Lieut. Barnard, R.N.

The Life and Adventures of Oliver Gold-
smith, a Biography, in four books. By
John Forster, of the Tuner Temple, Barris-
ter, author of ¢ Lives of Statesmen of the
Commonwealth.” 8vo., 21s.

Narrative of the French Revolution of
1848, By Walter S, Kelly. 6s,

The Three Days of February, 1848, By
Percy B. St. John, 7s. 6d.

The Life of the Great Lord Clive.
the Rev. G. R. Gleig. 6s.

Memoirs of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton,
Bart., with selections from his Correspon-
dence. By his son, Charles Buxton, Esq.
8vo. 16s.

Notes of a Tour in Switzerland, in the
Summer of 1847, By the Hon. and Rev.
B. W. Noel. Post 8vo., 10s. 6d.

Narrative of events in Borneo and Cele-
bes, down to the occupation of Labuan.
From the journals of James Brooke, Esq.,
Rajah of Sarawak and Gevernor of Labnan.
By Captain Merody, R.N. 8vo. 2 vols.

A History of the Noojurors, their Con-
troversies and Writings. By the Rev. T.
Lathbury, M.A. 8vo., 14s.

A new edition of the Works of John
Howe. With a Life of the Author, by the
Rev. J. P. Hewlett, 3 vols. 8vo., 27s.

The Church in Earnest. By the Rev.
John Angell James, 4s.

Five years in Kaffirland, with Sketches of
the late war in that country. By Mrs.
Harriet Ward, wife of Captain Ward, 91st
Regiment, 8vo. 2 vols. 21s,

Apocalyptic Sketches; or, Lectures on
the Book of Revelation; delivered in the
Great Room, Exeter Hall, by the Rev.John
Cumming, D.D. 8vo. 9s.

The Crosby Hall Lectures on Education.
8vo, 2s. 6d.

Dr. Chalmers’ Daily Scripture Readings.
Vol, III. Embracing Psalms to Jeremiah.
8vo. 10s, 64,

The Aristocracy of England: A History
for the People. By John Hampden, Junr.

By

. 12mo. &s.
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NEW GALVANIC ArPARATUS.— The Rev.
Dr. Callum, Professor of Physical Seience
in Maynooth College, hus invented a new
kind of Galvanic Battery, in which the pile ;
consists of alternate plates of zinc and cast .
iron. In ordinary batteries, the use of pla-
tina plate is a source of great expense—the
ordinary price of platina being about 32s.
per ounce. In those in which copper issub-
stituted for platina, the great pumber of pairs
of plates required renders a powerful battery
equally expensive. A Wallaston Battery, to
be as efficient as the one that has just been
completed at the College of Maynooth,
would require 10,000 pairs of copper and
zinc plates, and thus it is estimated that the
entire battery could not be constructed for |
less than £2000. A Grove Battery,;as |
powerful as the Maynooth one, would re- |
quire an espenditure of £800 for platina
alone, independently of other cost, while the |
Maynooth Battery bas cost, in the present
instance, only £40. A series of experiments
were tried, from which it appears that this |
battery is three times as powerful as any
other now in existence. A full’grown turkey
was killed in half a second, on being touched
by the wires; dises of iron, thick pieces of |
copper, and pieces of the hardest tempered |
steel, were ignitcd with the greatest easc.

In a paper on * the Chemistry of the
Sea,” read by Dr. Williams at a meeting of
the Royal Institution, Dr. W. showed by
menns of an apparatus contrived for the pur-
pose, the effect of préssure on fishes at de-
finite depths beneath the surface of the sea.
Having shewn that a gold fish, when the
water in which it was placed, was subject to
a pressure of four atmospheres, becamo para-
lysed; Dr. Williams stated the following
conclusions deduced from his ewn experi-
ments :—1st. That round fishes having an
air bladder, cannot without injury be ex-
posed to a pressure of more than three at-
mospheres; 2od. That the use of the'air
bladder is notso much to regulate the specific
gravity of the animal, as to resist the vary-
ing force of the fluid columu; aud thus to
protect the viscera and abdominal blood
vessels against excess of pressure; 3rd.
(Though in this case the results are less
striking,) flat fish exhibic a limited capacity
only for sustaining pressure. From these
observations, Dr, Williams inferred that the
condition of pressure regulated the distribu-
tion of fishes indepta. Referring to the ex-
perimental rescarches of Professor E. Forbes,

U e

be expressed his conviction that pressure

" would be found the most important element

in the problem of submarive organic life.
He observed that the lower animals evinced
a toleranco of pressure peculiar to cach
species, and determining its zone of depth.

The Conway Tubular Bridge has been
transported to and fixed in its permanent
bed by a series of ingenious mechanical con-
trivances. On Tuesday, April 18, the first
train passed through it, consisting of an en-
gine and tender, and one carriage crowded
with people, anxious to pass first through
the iron tunnel. Although an accurate in-
strument, provided for the purpose, was used,
not the slightest vibration or deflection could
be perecived ; the train passing and repassing
several times, amid the cheers of the specta-
tors assembled on the accasion. A train of
ballast-waggons, of 106 tons weight, was
afterwards run through; and though the
wind blew a hurricane outside, no symptom
of any motion could be registered within.

A paper, ‘ on the Fossil Remains of Birds
collected in various parts of New Zealand,”
by Dr. Mantell, was recently read at a meet-
ing of the Geological Society, proving that
New Zealand was anciently inhabited by a
peculiar race of gigantic birds, of the ostrich
family, but of far more colossal dimepsions.

Mr. Lyell, the eminent geologist, is of
opinion that the North of Europe is now in
the process of upheaval, and the South un-
dergoing a similar depression, leaving the
Baltic Sea more shallow and the Mediter-~
rancan deeper. ’

TEMPERATURE OF THE OCEAN.—Accord-
ing to Capfain Ross’s experiments, the zone
of thean temperature lies between the paral-
lels of 54 degrees, and 60 degrees of south
latitude, ‘not only at the surface, bug to as
great a depth as the eccan has ever beeri
penetrated.  This mean temperature’ is
met with both in the polar circles gud in
procceding towards the Equator. In the
higher latitudes above 10 degrees, the ocean
in descending increases in temperature until
it arrives at its mean point; while proceed-
ing towards the Equator- it decreases from
the surface downward—this decrease, beyond
the tropical circle, is about twenty-three
fathoms for every degree of latitude, within
the tropics it is 1 degree for every thirteen
fathoms of depth, until 400 fathoms, after
which it requires a descent of from 200 to
400 fathoms to effect a like change.
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0

Great Britain.

The enthronization of the Archbishop of
Gauterbury took place in the Cathedral of
that ancient city, on Friday, the 28th April
About 200 clergymen were present.

The installation of Dr. Hampden as Bishop |
of Hereford, took place on Thursday, April ,
27. Dean Merewether refused to be present, ,
and banded in a protest, which Canon
Musgrave, who presided, refused to read.

A condensed account of the Annual Meet-
ings in London, will be given in vur next
number.

Prize Essay ON THE SABBATH BY
Wonxine MeN.—Iu December, 1847, a
benevolent and pious gentleman proposed to
give prizes of £25, £15, and £10, for the
best, second best, and third best essays on
the temporal advantages of the Sabbath to the
labouring cl The competitors were to
be working men in the strict sense of the ex-
pression, the essays brief, and sent in on or
before the 30th of March, 1848. The adju-
dicators, Mr. Robert Kettle, of Glasgow;
Mr. Alexander Stwan, of Follestone; and
Mr. D. F. Oakey, of London. Incredible
as it may seem, the number of working men
—men engaged in some kind of handicraft
from wmorning till night—who have entered
the lists on this occasien, is not smaller than
NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY. Those who
have had the privilege of glancing at this
immense mass of prize essays by working
men, speak of them as characterised by
much accuracy of style, great argumentative
power, and a general concurrence of just
thought. The adjudicators have publicly
notified that supposing they were able to ex-
amine thirty essays per week, they have up-
wards of thirty weeks' labour iz reading
alone, so that it will be the end of October,
or the beginning of November before they
can publish their decisions.

—

|

|
[

Xreland.

On Lord’s day evening, March 20, a
Romish priest obtained possession of a bible
belonging to an Irish Scripture Reader, and
burnt it.

On Monday the same priest went among
his friends in the town collecting materials
for a more extensive burning of Bibles that
evening. Tar barrels, tow steeped in tar,
and tar in which the Bibles were saturated
to make them easily ignite, being procured,

u

a huge fire was lit up at about seven o’clock,
P. M. 3 twenty-two Bibles were thrown into
the flames, surrounded by hundreds of re-
joicing spectators, who with clubs threw the
tlamiug Bibles into the air, and as they fell
beat them back inte the flames shouting,
¢ We will beat and burn the life out of them.’

Part of the town appeared illuminated as
if in commemoration of some great national
victory, and while the crowd clapped, cheered,
and danced round the portentons fire, the
venerable priest, at his brother’s window,
which was lit with seven or eight candles,
sat with his decanter and glass drinking his
response in ¢ merry glee.’

On the following day (Tuesday) some
more Bibles being obtained, a fresh fire was
struck up opposite the Market house, in
which Mr. Maguire, one of the primitive
Wesleyan Methodist Missionaries waspreach-
ing to a large and respectable congregation,
who appeared unusually thankful for an op-
portunity of hearing the soul-reviving traths
of that book which had been committed to
the flames on the two previous evenings,
Voices from the crowd were heard shouting
¢ We'll give them more Yight.” The preacher,
after finishing his discourse and singing a
verse of praise to God, called on the congre-
gation to unite in prayer to a merciful God
in behalf of those persons who were the
enemies of the Word of Life. It wasa
truly solemn time.

‘When the congregation was retiring one
man held up a flaming Bible, another was
flung bluzing into the air, and fell on an ad-
joining house; while in the crowd was seen
a number of persons called respectable shop-
Leepers, kicking the Book of the Law of
the Lord in and out of the flames. Fiendish
yells of < The Bibles are burnt—the Bibles
are burnt!’ rent the heavens. 1t was a
scene calculated to penetrate the most obda-
rate heart, —Achill Herald.

France.

The Correspondent of Evangeli
tendom writes thus :e—

¢ I should not be astonished if Popery
should form a close alliance with the most
decided men of the Republic. It will play
the demagogue and the Jacobin, if any per-
sonal advantage is to be gained by it. A
marvellous thing is this extreme facility swith
which the Church of Rome changes her lan-

1 Chris-
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guage, her principles, and her mode of action,
according to time and place. She becomes
all things to all men, but in a sense different
from the way in which the Apostle Paul
did, She is superstitious with credulous
people, artistical with painters and poets,
aristocratic with princes and nobles, and
democratic with liberals. She assumes all
masks, adopts all disguises, plays all parts;
remaining like herself only in this; in seek-
ing, in all things, that only which suits her
own interests. Reckon, then, upon my
having speedily to inform you that the priests
and the Revolutionists proceed together, hand
in hand, like the best friends in the world,

Having indicated the position of Romanism
in France since the late events, I will also
give you some details upon the situation of
Protestantism. We have little to lose as
Protestants, and perhaps much to gain by
this Revolution. It is certain, that entire
freedom of conscience and worship will be
proclaimed by the new Constitution. The
French ought to be ashamed of having so
long followed the example of the radicals of
the Canton de Vaud. They woald reject
with horror any proposition in favour of
intolerance and persecution. Our country
‘has suffered too much formerly from rveli-
gious wars, to be tempted to re-commence
them. e experience no uneasiness, there-
fore, upon this subject.

Henceforth, the Baptists, the Methodists,

and other Dissenting sects, will be able to |

open chapels, without previous permission,
and to celebrate their worship without mo-
lestation. Evangelical proselytism will be
no longer subjected to iniguitous shackles.
A Romish Bishop will no longer dare to
denounce the preachers of the Gospel to the
judicial authorities, and to call down upon
their heads the rigours of the law We
must bless the Lord for the new paths which
he thus opens to our activity.” *

Xtaly.
The new Constitution of Rome contains
the following cl ¢ The profi of

the Catholic religion is indispensable as a
qualification for the exercise of civil and
political rights.”” The Italians will ere Jopg
require this to be altered.

® The now Government has issued the following
decree :—* The Provisional Government, convin-
ced that of all liberties, Jiberty of conscience is the
nmonst precious and sacred, decrees, that citizens
suffering t, i of senten-

i3 n 4
ces pronounced upon them for acts relative to the
free exercise of warship, shall be immediately sot
at liberty, unless they are detained for somo other
cause. All proceedings which have been commen-
ced are quashed. Fines pronounoced and not yet
paid are hareby remitted. The Minister of Jastice
and the Minister of Finance are charged with
oxacution of the present decree.”—Signed by the |
Members of tho Provisional Government. .

the |

I'TALY . —SWITZERLAND.

‘We quote the following from La Réfor-
mation f—m

¢t The Papacy is being torn in two; that
is to say, it is finishing the grand movement
of the age. The tendency to sepuration be-
tween the temporal and the spiritaal, is
especially manifested in the institution which
has hitherto been the supreme symbol of the
union of these two elements. A Pope no
longer Sovereign of an independent State,
would no longer be a Pope; he would ben
Bishop of Rome, the spiritual hezd of a
sect ;—that is all. Well, Pius IX. daily
takes a new step towards the neutralization
of the Pontificate. He will be the last of
the Popes.

We remember with what energy, nay,
with what threats, he protested against the
proposal to dismiss the Jesuits: a single
fortnight passed away, and the Jesuits had
disappeared from Rome. On the 29th of
March, Pius IX. apprised Father Roothan,
General of the Order, that his resolution
was taken  The very next day, the Depu-
ties of the different circles of the city waited
upon the Prefect of Police, to demand the
expulsion of the Reverend Fathers, urging
the maintenance of public order. The an-
swer was, that the matter was already deci-
ded. The Gazette of Rome, of the 30th of
March, explains the measure, striving to
conceal its gravity. The Jesuits, it is said,
determined to leave of their own accord, to
avoid affording an excuse for disturbance.
The Pope, it is added, testified his entire
approbation of them, though at the snme
time pointing out the danger which resulted
from their presence in the capital amid the
growing agitation of the public mind. The
general administration of the Order has been
confided to Cardinal Vizzardelli. Their
schools and property have been secured, and
their maintenauce insured. Those of them
who were of the city returned to their fami-
lies ; the rest set out forthwith. The popu-
lace witnessed their departure without indul-
ging themselves in any opprobious manifes-
tations. On the contrary, it excited some
discontent, as at Naples, among the lower
classes, It is affirmed, that the Reverend
Fathers withdrew to Malta.”

Switzerland.

Extract of a letter from the Rev. M.
Baup, dated Vaud, March 20 :—

¢ As to our hopes, with respect to religious
liberty, we are about where we were last
month. Fresh acts of intolerance have
taken place; meetings have been again dis-
solved at Lausanue, and that somewhat vio-
lently ; at Vevey, the prefect, though a friend
to religious liberty, was obliged to desire a



SARDINIA.

number of Christians, whoe had met to cele-
Lrate worship, quietly to separate, in order
to avoid unpleasant conseq Pastor
Raiss, who had returned to the scene of his
ministry, whence ho had been expelled in
pursuance of the decree f November 24,
has been again ordered back to his parish,
without any judicial proceedings having
taken place. Pastors Monnerat of Payerne,
and Descombaz, have also received orders to
quit their posts; but, as they resolved to
wait till they should be canducted thence by
gensdarms, I believe that the order has not
been enforced. This would seem to be little
¢alculated to raise our hopes, and to afford
ground for thinking that the cause of reli-
gions liberty does mot make the progress
which we could desire. But, upon theother
hand, MM. Jordan, and Secretan of Lutry,
against whom procecdings were commenced
for having officiated at a fuueral service,
have been acquitted by the decision of the
district tribunal; and an individual who
went into the house of a demissionary min-
ister, where he imagined a meeting was
being held, has been condemned, as having
unlawfully entered a private dwelling. It
is ‘probable, also, that the principle of reli-
gious liberty will be inscribed in our new
Federal Compact; at least, the commission
+which has been charged with the preparation
of it, proposes the free exercise of religion
as vegards the Roman Catholic Church and
the Evangelical Reformed Church threugh-
out the cantoris. May we not hope, also,
that the prisciples of religious liberty, which
have been proclaimed in France, will thus
recommond themselves to our ralers? Wil
not the shout of joy with which the Vaudois
valleys of Piedmont have rung, find an echo
upon our bills and in our valleys? It will
toke place when the Lord, in his adorable
wwisdom, shall think fit to grant it us; for
we learn to reckon upon Him and upon Him
only.

Some of aur churches are still deprived
of their pastors; hitherto they do not appear
to have suffered by it. United amongst
themselves, they are able to meet regularly
for worship without fear of aunoyance; for
the hostility of the populace is directed espe-
ciaily against the pastors. Since their de-
parture, the places of worship have not been
molested.”

Sardinia.

By Article I. of the new constitution, it is
declared as follows:—

¢ The Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman re-
ligiou is the sole religion of the State. All
ather modes of worship now existing are to-
lerated according to law."”
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Article XX VIII, provides that the press
shall be free; but a law upon the subject re-
presses abuses. Bibles, Catechisms, liturgical
books, and prayer-books cannot be printed
without authority first oltained from the
bishop.

Charles Albert thus expresses himself re-
specting bis Protestant subjects :—

t¢ It is granted to the Protestants to parti-
cipate in every advantage compatible with
the general maxims of our legislation. As
to the Vaudois of the Valleys, they are ad-
mitted to the enjoyment of the civil and po-
litical rights of our subjects, to frequent the
schools in connexion with the university,
and others not in such connexion, and to
take academical degrees. No alteration takes
place in the exercise of their worship, or in
the schools which depend thereon.”

The Vaudois received the privilege granted
them with becoming demenstrations of glad-
ness, both civic and religious. The 19th of
February was observed in all their churches
as a day of rejoicing and thanksgiving before
the Lord, when solemn services were per.
formed; and many hearts, as we doubt not,
were lifted up in devout and lively gratitude
to Him who had broken their heavy yoke.
As an illustration of their civic joy, we
translate the following extract from a letter
which appeared in a Paris journal :—

¢ March 3, 1848.

¢ I was present, a few days since, at Tu-
rin,at a magnificent fefe, celebrated in honour
of the constitution freely granted by the Xing
of Sardinia to his subjects generally, and of
the emancipation of the Protestants in par-
ticular, arranged by the Marquis 4’ Azello,
a great friend of the Vaudois. There were,
I i -lieve, 100,000 persons assembled in the
military grounds; every parish bad its ban-
ner. The Marquis had the Vaudois placed
beside the maunicipal body; they numbered
from five to six hundfed. The King con-
tinued on horseback for sevéral houis, until
the procession had filed off before his palace.
It was oue of the most imposing spectacles
that I have ever beheld. The joy was im-
mense. Shouts of ¢ Pive le Roif’ ¢ Five
Timancipation des Vaudois !* ¢ Vive la liberté
religieuse I’ were loudly raisad. In the even-
ing the city was brilliantly illuminated.”™

To the preceding we have to add, that in

‘ consequence of very significant popular de-

monstrations, the Jesaits have been expelled

! from the kingdom The people drove them

out of Cagliari byforce; and in Genos, they

: ;zmcked and pillaged the convent of St..Am-
rose, .

e
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Bavarin.

The king has suppressed the Order of
the Redemptorists, as ¢ unsuited to Beva-
rie.” A pension for life is offered to any
father who will emigrate to the United
States. ‘

—

Posen.

Inaletter to the Rev. Ridley H. Herschell,
Pastor Czerski gives an account of a recent
journey performed by bim in Posen:—

“ On the 22nd of Febrnary I arrived at
the village of Tuchorze, near Wollstein;
and, immediately on my arrival, a large as-
semblage of people flocked to my lodging, to
hear the Word of God and the Gospel of
the crucifiel Redeemer. You can imagine
with what lively emotion my heart was
filled when I saw such a numerous audience
assembled around me; among whom were
grey-haired men, above seventy, and children
under ten years of age, listening with the
most fixed attention to the word of salvation,
Here I bad again an opportuuity of seeing,
that the Roman Catholics know scarcely
any thing of Christ, or of the salvation
wrought out for mankind by his incarnation;;
that they know little of the true God, who

BAVARIA .—POSEN.—GREENLAND.

¢ Again,” writes the missionary of New
Herrenhut, Brother Xogel,  has another
ship’s year sped swiftly away, and proved in
many respects one rich in blessing, although
not altogether devoid of incidents of a dis-
tressing and discouraging nature. How
cheering and refreshing is at all times to us
the delightful ship season{ But this year jt
is unusually so. The cordial interest evinced
for us in the far isolated North; the sym-
pathy expressed in our joys and sorrows, but
especially for the work of the Lord com-
mitted to our stewardship, by almostall our
beloved sister Churches throughout Europe,
and likewise by many other friends and well
wishers not of our commanion; and shown
not only by kind gifts to us, but by effectual
fervent prayer to God on our behalf; have
deeply humbled us, under a sense of our own
unworthiness, at the same time that our
hearts have been drawn forth in praise and
thankfulness to God fo. a1l that is past, and
in joyful hope for all that is to come. The
encouraging letter from the United Elders’
Conference to our congregation, is being
translated, and will be read in full assembly
at the jubilee festival. May it make the de-
sired impression on all hearts! _For the new
organ, as well as for the beautifully-printed

is almighty love, but hear only in their , jubilee hymns, we return you most grateful

“wurches of the idols of Rome, aud of those | thanks, in the name of our Greenlanders.
¢ doctrines of devils’ whereby their spiritnal | The arrival of the organ from the ship caused
eyes are darkened, and their hearts hardened. | great rejoicings, and, as soon as we can pos-

I have again had my former experience con-
firmed, that the Romish Church, under
Christian terms and Christian names, sets
forth pure heathenism, and that in nothing
whatever is its form Christian,

During a whole week, I preached and
expounded the Seriptures, every morning
and every afternoon, in German and Polish
alternately. ‘When the surrounding villages
and towns were aware of this, people stream-
ed in from all sides, some of them coming
several miles distance, to hear the Divine
Word. All these assured me, with tears,
that of this blessed Gospel they never before
knew any thing ; that they had been betrayed
and deceived by their priests, ¢ who served
not God but their own belly,” who were not
servants of God, but servants of a perverted
man in Rome, who calls himself the vice-
gerent of God. Therefore many hundreds
of them have separated from Rome and its
perverted doctrines, and have formed them-
selves intoe a Christian congregation.”

—

Greonland.

Our readers will peruse with much interest
the subjoined communications from two Mis-
sionaries of the United Brethren to corres-
pondents in Germany.

sibly find as much leisure time, it shall be
setup. May the benign Saviour make him-
self known to us while the jubilee bymns
resound to His praise, and touch our hearts
and lips with His own Spirit, so that they
may truly send forth a sacrifice of thanks-
giving well-pleasing to His ear! We never
experienced so blessed a year in external cir-
cumstances as this last. The Saviour bles-
sed the work of our hands, and gave us a
plenteous return for our labour. Our Green-
landers were likewise blessed in both winter
and summer occupations, by land and by sea,
and have had every reason thankfully to de-
vote their lives to Him whose Providence has
so richly cared for them! But alas! many
have abused those good gifts, and some even
of our communicants have suffered them-
selves to be seduced into acts of fraud and
embezzlement, which have wrung our bearts,
We besought the Lord to give efficacy to our
expostulations and affectionate reproofs. Nor
can we doubt that our cry was heard, for
many have confecsed their backslidings with
cvident contrition and many tears, assuring
us of their having sought and found mercy
with their Saviour, and of their determina-
tion to cling closer to Him in future, that
He may preserve them from going astray.
So that we ourselves are comforted concern-
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ing the fate of some, by sceing their deepened '
conviction of the depravity, weakness, and !
instability of their own natures, when unsus- !
tained by the preserving grace of God.”

A letter from the missionary at Lichten-
fels, addressed to a German correspondent,
and dated the 18th of June, 1847, com-
mences thug:e—.

¢¢ Your welcome letter of the 5th March
reached me on the 26th May, by the Ma-
rianne, which was this year the first ship
which entered a Greenland haven. You tell
me that you might, at the date of your letter,
have driven out in a sledge, and yet here our
goats were, in the first week of March, al- !
ready on tbe pastures! This will astonish !
you; but last winter was the mildest T have |
yet seen in Greenland. Even at Christmas |
we had no snow, but on the contrary, young |
grass! So that, for once at least,—who
knows if ever before 2—*nature donned her
summer attire to welcome her Creator’s
birth-day festival! In temporals, therefore,
our Iisquimaux have been this year most
highly favoured, Nor can we, on the whole,
complain as to spirituals, since the mild
weather facilitated meetings for religious in-
struction, and they were not only much
better attended than for many years back, but
we have reason to believe, blessed to many
hearts. Among the clder members of our
congregation, too, fewer accasions for exer-
cising discipline occurred than was customary
in past years. But, on the other hand, we
have had much to Jament over in the younger
portion of our flock. Nay, the very absence
of snow, while it favoured school attendance
in some respects, actually hindered it in
another, for the children, particularly the
girls, could not bring themselves to sacrifice
the blackberries, which grew so large and fine
last summer (and which even in winter,
when able to peep through the snow, have a
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Raxolongn.
“The kind providence of our heavenly
Father has been most signally manifested in

| an atundant and almost miraculous supply

of the pumpkin piant. The seed had been
introduced to the island some four months
before the gale; and in three weeks after,
the whole land was covered with the fruit.
We were much gratified to find that the
minds of the people were deeply affected
with gratitude to God for this timely and
abunddnt supply. "We have reasun to be-
lieve,” he adds, ““that the solemn dispensa-
tion has been greatly sanctified to all at this
station. The church has been aroused to
inquiry and prayer. There is a manifest
anxiety to improve the awful event. Num-
bers are continually coming to our house to
talk about the things of God, so that we have
been obliged to set apart two days a week
for church members only, who visit us, I
have also selected a class of candidates,
(twenty in number,) who are giving evi-
dence of their conversion ; and we have the
names of fifty others, male and female, who
have lately been brought under concern for
the welfare of their souls. Many of these
have been constant attendants on the means
of grace for years past ; but as one poor man
expressed himself, ¢ His heart till now had
been hard asastone.” We trust these tokens
for good may be lasting, and bring forth frait
unto eternal life.”— London Missionary So-
ciety’s Report.

Tranquebar,

The Danish Missions in Tranquebar have
been transferred to the Dresden Missionary
Society. '

¢ The Danish mission p d, in the
city of Tranquebar, a congregation of 1,000
native Christians, called the Jerusalem Con-

rich sweet juice), for the sake of storing up | gregation, while another, of about 550 com-
dry black letters and words in their memo- | municants, exists in the neighbouring village
ries! And yet, notwithstanding all this, I | of Poreiar. In Velipaleiam, (which almost
had the satisfaction, on closing school just ! joins Tranquebar,) and where many Chris-
before Easter, to find two-thirds of the female ! tians reside, there isa chapel, as also in San-

holars fit for advar t into thereading- | dirapadi, a village lying southward from
class, a result which I never could accom- | Tranquebar; besides which, small Christian
plish before. In October last, Brother Tiet- | churches exist in Peria-Manikapongil, Sime-
zen visited the families residing northward ! on-Paritscheri, and DMettu-Paritscheri, the
from this station, and I those to the south- ! two latter being inhabited clmost entirely by
ward, and we were everywhere welcomed ' professing Christians. Christian Hindus are,
with joy. Still, alas! we have too frequent | indeed, to be found scattered in greater or
cause to moure over the unbridled li of | less numbers all over the Tranquebar terri-

the Esquimaux of both sexes, belonging to
such far-dwelling families, and of which we
perceive melancholy traces when the parents
come up to the mission-station, on com-
munion and festival days. May the pityiog |
Saviour bave mercy on those fav-straying
sheep of His fold!”

tory, but more especially in Sattankudi, Pu-
dupaleiam, Orhugamapgalam, Ischilladi, and
Cadtuscheri.

The schoals, supported by the Danish
noission, during the last years, have been
fourteen in number, comprising (in 1845)
572 children. TPhe Missionary company
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consisted, in 1846, of five catechists, fourteen
schoolmasters, tw lmistresses, and eight
subordinate officials, as organists, sacristans,
&c., whose united salaries amounted to about
2,076 vupees; to which must be added, six
superannuated pensioners on the mission-
fund, at an annual expense of 240 rupees.
In aid of this alrendy existing burden, and
the salaries of the European missionaries,
the Dresden Seciety receives from the Dan-
fsh, (besides the use of all the buildings,
fields, and garden-grounds belonging:to the
mission,) an annual payment of 720 Reichs
Bank thalers,” (or about £84 sterling,) being
the interest at 4 per cent. of three legacies,
amounting in all to 18,015 thalers, made by
persons decensed, specially in favour of the
Tranquebar Mission, The management of
the capital however remains, as heretofore,
in the hands of the Copenhagen Missionary
College.

The Saxon branch of the Tranquebar Mis-
elon, before its present acquisition of the
Danish establishment, employed eight mis-
slonaries, four of whom have but recently
arrived at Tranquebar; these are now zeal-
ously engaged in fitting themselves for their
future spheres of labour, and meantime giving
what aid they can to the elder missionaries.”

India.

Last year’s Report of the London Mis-
sitnary Society, says:~-‘‘ The commence-
ment of the past year has been characterised
by a novel mode of opposition on the part of
the infidel party in Calcutta, Having, dur-
ing the course of the preceding year, endea-

voured in vain to check the onward progress | tinues to prosper.

of the gospel, by the publication of blasphe-
mpus tracts and the erection of anti-Chris-
tian 'sthrools, the enemies of truth bethought
thelusélvss, about ten months ago, of making
a similar attempt in the way of public
preaching; and, with that design, selected
the very localities and hours when the mis-
sionaries were in the habit of niddressing the
people, so that it frequently happened that,
after the latter had ded in bli

a good congregation, these champions of
infidelity, who had been watching their
movements, appeared on the spot, and, taking
their station as near to the missionary as
possible, did everything In their power,

ne
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INDIA,—CEYLON.,—KOORDISTAN.

evil was not of long duration. The majority
of the natives soon felt disgusted at the scur-
rilous Janguage used against Christianity and
the missionaries, and refused to lend a fur-
ther ear to the preachers of infidelity. The
consequence was that these men gradually
abated in their endeavours, and, finally, gave
up their opposition as a fruitless under-
taking.”

Ceylomn,

About two years ago, one of the Colonial
papers described a visit of some Sinmese
priests to Ceylon, sent by the king of Siam
to search for books and relics of Buddhism.
Upen their return, they took with them a
letter from a d dant of an t royal
family in Ceylon. Tt represents Buddhism
as in a state of great and rapid decline, in

1ce of the gover t and other
schools there established ; theextensive study
of the English language by the young men of
the island; aud the inducements held out to
them to engage in government employment,
It expresses the opinion that Buddhism must
soon become extinct in Ceylon, unless the
king of Siam, in his great devotion to that
faith, will interpose his aid, and grant the
pecuniary means for the education in that
faith of a number of their most promising
young men; but they hope that in this way
Buddhism may yet for one hundred years be
preserved from extinction in Ceylon.

—

Koordistan.
The Mission among the Nestoriaus con-
The missionaries are
printing the Pilgrim’s Progress for the uss

| of the converts, and expect much benefit to

result from it.

In a letter dated January 26, last, Mr.
Perkins gives some curious and interesting
information respecting the movements of the
Romanists,

¢ 1t is some time since we bave alluded to
the subject of Popery in our missionary field.

| We are thaukful to be able to inform you that
| this system has, for several of the past years,
| seemed to make but little progress among the

Nestorians, Since the Patriarch come to
Oroomiah, last summer, some who had been

by | proselyted, have returned to the Nestorian

invective, low abuse, and appeals to the worst | £519, ~ A circumstance attending the return of

feelings of their countrymen, to turn them
away from their faith, and to prejudice th
minds against the message of salvati
‘With thankfulness to God, your Commi
have now to record that this hostile attempt
has signally failed. Though the congrega-
tions were at first occasionally disturbed, the

# A Reiche Bank thaler isabout 2s, 4d. sterllng.

T | one of these proselytes I may mention; as
€ir | it is likely to exert, and is exerting, an im-
0. | nortant influence in enlightening the Nes-
ttee | torians on the subject of Popery, and guard-
| ing them against the efforis of its wily pro-

agators,
The individual in question whs a priest,
who, in company with two or three other
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native papal priests, had written a book, on-
titled ¢ Theology,’ dictated to them from
the Latin canons of the Romish church by
their Jesuit guide, who is a Frenchman.
The Jesuit assembled these native priests
saveral hours in a day, for some months, in
a private apartmeunt, and there dictated to
them from the Latin page a translation into
the Nestorian language, which each priest
copied separately, word for word, from the
lips of the Jesuit, and thus prepared for him-
self a manual for his fature use. No other
person was allowed access to this clerical con-
clave, while they were thus engaged.

When the priest in question returned to
the Nestorian church, he brought with him
his Rowmish beok of canone, which, though
dignified with the title of ¢ Theology,” is
found to be made up, toa great extent, of the
abominations of the ¢ Confessional,’ and
particularly the ¢Dispensations’ extended
to the “holy confessors’ in their licentious
indulgences in confessing females. The
frightfully revolting character of these dis-
closures in this well authenticated book,
translated thus directly from the Latin canons
of the Romish Church, has produced a
powerfulsensation among the Nestorians, and
set the tide of their feelings more strongly
than ever against a church whieh, according
to her own showing, thus demoastrates her-
self to be the * mother of harlots.”

It is not merely the secret iniquities of
Popery, as thus brought to light, that are
strongly turning the feelings of the Nestorians
against Romanism; but also the revolting
character of much of the public instructions
of its advocates. A specimen of this public
teacking was related to me the other day by
a Nestorian priest, who is a werthy man, and
a zealous advocate of the truth, Happening
to be in a village containing a number of
papal families and a courch, and a French
Jesuit being in the church at the time, in-
culcating his system, the Nestorian priest
joined the assembly to gratify his curiosity.
The Jesuit’s theme was the efficacious in-
tercession of Mory, which he pronounced to
be all-powerful, and earnestly exhorted his
hearers to avail themselves of it, by addres-
sing their prayers directly to this virgin
¢mother of God.” And to establish his
doctrine, he made the following declaration :
—¢ When our Lord Jesus Christ was cru-
cified, he fell down from his cross, and lay
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not even greater reason for men to pray to her
for succor and salvation ’

The feelings of this Nestorian priest, and
of a few other Nestorians who were present,
were strongly roused by a fabrication so blas-
phemous; and some of the native papists
raised an indignant murmur against it.
Even the unenlightened portions of the people
bave far too much truth in their minds, to
allow them readily to receive such revolting
representations of Christiavity, though urged
to do so by a polished Frenchman.”

——

United States.
ANNIVERSARY MEETINGS.

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY
SocieTy.—May 9. Arthur Tappan, Esq.,
in the chair. Speakers—H. B. Stanton,
By, and Hon. J. P. Hale. Among the ve-
solutions were the following :—

 Resolved, That wc vejoice in the over-
throw of a tyrannical censorship of the press
in Paris, in the establisbment of a free go-
vernment in France, in the decree for the
immediate abolition of slavery in all the
French colonies and dependencies, and in
the maintepance of a free press in Wash-
ington,

Resolved, That we sympathise aljke with
nations and individuals who cast off the
ebackles of oppression and resolve to be free;
and hold in detestation tyrannical power
whether exercised at the head of a nation or
of a plantation—that we welcome to thesp
free States fugitives from political or per-
sonal slavery from every State and clime
under heavea——that we consider it a privilege
and a duty to shield them from assault, arrest
and annoyance, so far as it can be legally
done, and to aid them in securing an asylum
for themselves and their families, with the
enjoyment of civil and religious freedom.

Resolved, That we cnntemplate with de-
light the progress of emanciation in the
colonies of Sweden, Denmark and France,
in Lahore, Peru and New Granada, and
earnestly hope that the last spot on earth
where slavery exists will not bc the republic
that was ficst to proclaim the equality of
man, and his inalienable title to life, liberty
and the parsuit of happiness. )

Resolved, That we renew our pledge to
the friends of emancipation, and to slave.
traders and slave-holders throughout the

STATES.

groaning and wallowing in the mud and filth | world, that we will not desist from oppesi-

sreated by his own blood and that of his fel-

tion to slavery until the accursed system is

iow-sufferers. Hia mother standing near, the i overthrown, the Constitution in its letter

waviour directed an imploring cry to her for
help, on which she compassionated his case,
and removed him to dry ground. If, there-
fore,’ continued the Jesuit, ¢ our Lord him-
self besought the virgin to help him, is there

and spirit obeyed, and libecty proclaimed
¢throughout the land and to ali the inhabi-
tants thereof.” ”

PreSRYTERIAN Boarp ofF FoReIGN
Missions,—May 9. Rev, Dr. Snodgrass in
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the chair. Recuipts, $108,536 38; expen-
diture, $109,183 66.

¢ Missionaries sent out.—Five ministers,
twoteachers, and five females— three of whom
are the wives of missionarics, and two are
teachers.

¢ Summary.—Missions, sixteen,—in six
ficlds of labour, viz., American Indians,
Western Africa, North India, Siam, China,
Papal Europe, and the Juss, stations, 22;
ordained ministers, 46 ; licentiate preacher,
1; physicians, 2; teachers, printers, &c., 103
making, with their wives, 101 persons, ex-
clusive of native Jabourers not ordained;
schools at most of the stations; churches in
most of the missions ; —the statistics of Euro-
pean missions not included.”

AuericaNn Tracrt Socmrr.—May 9.
W. B. D. Crosby, Esquire, in the Chair.
Receipts, $237,296 04 ; expenditure, $237,-
155 95. Results of the year.——New publi-
cations 63, ef which 19 are volumes, makiug
the whole number 1313, of which 231 are
volumes, sanctivned fur publication abraad, |
2303, in about 100 lavguages and dialects. |
Circulated 693,303 volumes, 6,987,262 pub- |
lications, 211,730,285 pages; in 23 years,
4,068,928 volumes, 96,949,992 publications:
2035,001,325 pages. Chustmn Almanac,
128,000 ; American Messenger, upward of
100,000 monthly. Gratuitous distribution,
in 2172 distinct grants for foreign mission-
aries, the army and navy, seamen's chaplains,
shipping, lakes, rivers, canals, home and
domestic missionaries, Sabbath schools, &c.,
including tracts drawn by life-members,
40,948,459 pages, valpe 27,000 dollars.

ForeiGN EVANGELICAL SOCIETY.-—
May 10. Rev. Dr. Dewitt, in the Chair.,
Receipts of the year, $19,435. The follow- |
ing appropria:ions have been made:—For
Europe, $11,346; for Canada, $1,535; for |
Sponish Ameriea, $1,326 ; for St. Domingo,
$300; expenses, salaries and rent, $4,576;
balance on hand, $498. An abstract of the
annual report was read by Rev. Dr. Baird.

This a very important Society, and is do-
ing a great work, especially in France.

AreRFcAN HoME MissIONARY SOCIETE.
—DMay 10. Honble. H. F. Butler, in the
Chair. Abstract of the Report:—

¢ The number of ministers of the Gospel
in the service of the Society, the past year,
was 1,006, in 27 different states and terri-
tories. The number of congregations sup-
plied, iu whole or in part, was 1,447,

The aggregate of labor performed is equal |
to 773 years. The pupils in Sabbath schools
and Bible classes, number 77,000; sub-
scribers to the temperance pledge, 99,000.

There bave been added to the churches |
5,020 persens: by profession, 2,530; by '

\

MISCELLANEA.—RECENT DEATIS.

letter, 2,490, More evident tokens of the
presence of the Holy Spirit with the mis-
sionary churches have been enjoyed than for
five years previous. Ninety-six congrega-
tions have been favored with revivals, some
of them of great interest and power, and
characterized by deep solemnity and still-
ness. In each, from 8 to 60, and in one
case 90 hopeful subjects of converting grace,
have been reported. The number of sugp-
posed conversions, as far as reported, has
been 2,521, In several instances, the guod
work is still in Yrogress.

Resources.— Balance, April 1, 1847, 5280
79. The recuipts of 12 months following,
$140,197 10—making the resources of the
year, $140,497 89, Liabilities of the So-
ciety for the year, $148,768 30. Payments,
$139,233 34.”

Axericay Boarp or CoMuissioNERs
ror ForeiGNy Missions, May 12, —Honor-
able Mr. Frelinghusen in the Chair. Re-
ceipts, $260,000; Expeuditure, $301,000,
The meeting was nddressed with the happiest
effect by the Rev. J. L. 'Wilson, of the West
African Mission ; the Rev. Me. Calhoun, of
the Syrian Mission, and other gentlemen.

—

DMiscellanea,

IncREASE OF CaTHonICS.—It i3 comput-
ed that one hundred thousand Catholics
arrived at New York, from the.lst of May,
1847, to January, 1848. At least one bun-
dred thousand more bave arrived at all the
other ports in the Umted States within the
same time. * Thus,” saysthe Catholic Pilot,
¢ adding twvo hundred thousand to eut ranks,
in the short space of eight months.”

BewaRE.—A distinguished poet of New
England, once a member of an evangeiical
Church, educaied his only daughter at a
Papal Scminary. She has recently joined
the Roman Catholic Cburch. — Christian
Advo .ate and Journal.

Recent Beaths.

January 5, in his 73d year, the Reverend
Benjamin Brook, for thirty years pastor of
the Independent Church at Tutbury, and
Author of the *Lives of the Puritans,”—
¢ Memoirs of Cartwright,” and other histori~
cal works connected with that period.

March 5, the Reverend John Arundel,
formerly Home Secretary of the London
Missionary Seociety, aged 69.

Dr. Russell, Bishop of Glasgow and
Galloway, Author of “ The Ceonnexion of
Sacred and ProfaneHistory, " and other works,

At Venice, Adrlan Balbi, the celebrated
geographer.

Sir Samuel Meyrick, Author of a Work
on Ancient Armour.



