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Prussia has long had a national
system of education, which makes it
compulenry orn all children to attend
school from the uge of seven, and re-
main till they are fourteea, under
heavy penalties, Such a system,
tuough it is true, compels every child
to be & scholar, still, 1t has rot tended
to cdueate the Prassian mind in a
manner,commensurate with the means
employed,—and may be set down as
an educational military despotism.

‘The people under despotic govern-
ments rever have In any age of the
world arrived at a very high stute of
rcfinement ; and it is equally true of
educition,—whenever it has been
forced upon the people, it has not
tended to draw out the mind of the
mass of society, and lead the people
to realize the importance and beuuty
of useful knowledge. It is not by
coercion that the great improvements
and discoveries, which have from time
to time becn made in the®arts and
eoiences, and the thousands of other
abjects, have been produced. No,
they were the spontaneous produc-

tions of the master spirits of the world,
impelled and stimulated onwards by
other and more noble ieans, and for
hizgher ends, thas to subserve the in-
terasts of degpotisms. .

FRANCE, previous to 1791, wa
without any system of public instruc-
tivn. The little intellectual light that
existed 1 the nation was destroyed
by the revolution of 1789. S that
the thirty millions of people were
w theut any schools, or school system.
[n 1828 there wure fifteen millions of
the people of this nation that could
neither read nor write. But recently
some of the provisions of the Prus.ian
system of education have been intro-~
duced mnto France, but en a modled
basis, and a great change has taken
place in the educationnl state of the
aation—the great majority can now
read and write, and the higher institu-
tions of learning, iatellectually con-
sidered, are in a very efficient state,
and France centinues to send forth
men highly educated in all the mod-
ern departments of knowledge.

Sraly Axp PORTUGAL, at the be-
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ginning of the present centuxy were
still worse than that of France; and
even at this day, when other countries
are making such rapid marches in the
scale of educational advancement,
these two nations are still clinging to
their former defective systems, or
rather no syBtems; consequently,
therc is a farge portion of their popu-
Jation living entirely ignorant of the
first rudiments of education.

Russia.—This vast and populous
empire pravious to 1830, had no sys-
tem of public instruction; and with
the exception of here and there one
who had been sent to college, the

« sixty millions of inhabitants that com-
posed this mighty nation, were with-
out elementary irstruection ; and also
without an effictent college.

Neither is this state of things much
improved; From a work entitled,
“ Russie a8 it is,” by Count DeGur~
owski, in 1854, speaking of the peas.
antry of Russia, 8 class rather above
the serfs or slaves, he says, ¢ All
openings for education are absolutely
shut before them. All that they can
learn is to read and write wretchedly.
If there are exceptions they are very
rare, and, 90 to speak, rather the work
of a miracle. And of the serfs, by
far the mest numerous class, he says:
“if a serf can read and write, it is
rather the result of an accident, and
not a common occurrence among the
nillions of serfs.”

What a state to be in, by one of
the five great powers, who is anning
to control the destines of the other
nations of the earth; and when the
intellectual state of this nation is such,

_what must its moral condition be ? -

CHINA, with a population of up-
wards of 300,000,000 and a language
containing over 40,000 characters, is
said to have had a national aystem of
education for szany centuries. But
as mwuch conneeted with the history
of that vast and populous empire of
heathens, is iovolved in oliscurity,
we are at a loss to fix either the time
when her educational system was
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brought into operation, or the extent
to which the education of China.
which is peeuliar to itself, is spread
among the mass of the people.

It is said that the picture system,
or systesn adopted by many countries,
in the infancy of alphabetical writing,
of representing ideas by signe, was
abandoned by the Chinese many cen-
turies ago; and the present system of’
alphebetical writing substituted, and
a liberal system of education, provid-
ing the means of acquiring 2" know-.
ledge of how to read and write, for
the mass of the people. However,
from all we can learn, from the scanty
materials before us, it would appear,
that although schools are scattered
over the country, the people are really
ignorant of everything connected with
an enlightened education. Five or
six years of the pupils time is spent
in committing the five canonical books
of confusives to memory ; and every
Mandavin, or chief magistrate of a
district, is required to be able to ro.
peat all the laws, rules, and maxims,
by which the nation has been regulat-
ed from time immemorial; and six
years move is devoted to the study of
compositiun. It is said of the Chiness
generally, that they ean read and
write, and 80 are able to transaot the
ordinary business of life. But there
are few, if any, schelars among them.
The whole system and its teachings,
only tend to make the people greater
heathens. However, that country,
like others of its stamp, will vre long,
no doubt, be reveolutionized, and the

prevailing moral and intellectoal
darkness, give plece to light ard
knowledge.

From the examples adduced, of the
state of education, it is obvious that
mankind throughout the world, were,
with few exceptions, previous to the
seventeenth century, ignorant of what
18 now considered the mest simple
elements of education ;—and it is only
now, 1n the middle of the nineteenth
century, that iaind and matter begin
to conform to each other,—it is only
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now . hat the elements of nature are
made subservient to the communica-
tion of human thought fron one hemis-
phere to another; it is only now that
man is obtaining a mastery over the
diversified elements of our planet,
the diversity of sciences, the diversity
of tastes and teien's ¢/ men, and draw-
ing th- vofrom incrcased interest and
delight; and it 15 only now that edus
cation & the acquisition of knewledge
is beginning to be considered the
birthright of every member of the
human family. Wesay in the middle
of the nincteenth eentury,—but to be
more precige, for every year tells a
tale of pro:ress; hence, it is in 1859,
that many of the countries of the
world are emerging out of that state
of intellectual stupor, 1a which they
have so long, and teaaciously re-
mained.

But while all Europe, Asia, and

Africa, were held in bonds of igno-
norance, the New World was discover-
ed, to which the Old World turned
f1s attention. Colonies were planted
under the direction of Great Britain;
and a system of educativn was laid in
the New England States, in the year
1647, when the inhabita: ts only num-
bered 21,000 souls, such as astonished
the greatest educttioniste of Europe.

The system estublished —imposed a
tax on all, for the education of all—
apropriated 'arge tracts of land in aid
of the funds,—hence, education was
made free to all, rich,and poor.

It is through the weans of this ad-
mirable system of Education, thatthe
Unted States of America is able,
under her reputlican institutions, to
govern her 26,000,000 of inhabitants.
Under this system, one fourth of the
population 1 several of the states,
are receiving the blessings of a sound
education; and it is under a suailar
system in Upper Canada, that the
sare results are prod :ced ; while, in
other sections of America, for (xapmn
ple, the British Provinces of Lower
Caneda, Nova Scotiz, New Branswick,
and Newfoundland, where different

educctionalsystems prev ail,haraly one
ninth of th population attend school.

Amung the republics of South
Ameiica, education is iu & deplorable
state. Inconsequence of the distract-
ed state of the cuuntry—foreign and
wten.al wars, and the true slate of
public moruls, the people have not
¥t began to tarn their atiention to
the cultivativn of the mind, or the de-
velopement of the vast ard valuable

, recoucres which everywhere abound.

. The Aboriginal inhabitan:s of Ame-
rica, the numurous Indian tribes
were, when discovered, and sull sc,
with few excepiions, entirely igno-
rantef books or book-Jearning ;though
many of them were great orators;
oral language had been cultivated to
such an exlent, that it is alleged, that
the speeches of many of theirr Chiefs
tar surpassed in real oratory, that of
many of the public speakers in Ku-
rope. And still, the Indians were
barbarous. \

It is impossible to say what the
population of the world was one hun~
dred years ago,—it probabiy did not
exceed five handred millions; 1t ia
very doubtful whether twenty.five
willions of this vast population could
read, and as for writing, fow compa-~
ratively knew anything about it.

But a mighty change hus since
pagsed over many countries; in ad-
dition to the vast pumber of elemen-
tary schools that dot the world,
Normal and Traming Colleges have
been established, where persons ars
qualific] 0 take charge of the com-

_mou schools.  Every country, aiming

at the spread of useful iostruction,
and the best means of communicating
Lnowludge, hasnow gotits Novfaal
Seliouls.

Normal Schools originated in Ger-
many about the beginning of the last
century, and now there are nearly five
hundred of these institutions inlers-
persed throughout the different coun-
tries of the world ; besides thousands
of Universities, Academies, e, of a
higher order.
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Buch is the progress of educatron,
that even the once penal colgny of
Australiz, has now established an
excellent cduratioral system, and
also a Normal School, which was at-
tended at last report by 714 students,

The expenditures of the different
countries of the world, for educational
purposes, are very great. England
alone, expends annually, nearly £600-
000 for elementary instruction, exclu-
sive of the large apropriations in aid
of other institutions of learning,—be-
sides latge amounts derived from pri-
vate and other sources. The expen-
ditures for the same object in France,
Prussia, Germany, United States, and
some other countries, arc equally
great.

The population of the world at the
present timse 13 variously estimated;
but suppose it to be 1,200,000,000
which is probably near the amount,—
there cannot be more than one hun-
dred and twenty millions who are
able to read and write, exclusive of
China, the educativn of which, is of
the lowest ond most superstitious
order.

Of the population of the world, as
givon above, we will be safe in esti-
mating the number of the human fa-
wily, who are entirely desutute of
elementary instruction of any kind, at
seven hundred millions; and of the
five hundred millions who may know
how toread, two hundred and ninety
millions of them are not receiving an
enlightened education. Suchun edu-
cation as will “make the heart glad,”
and enable them to develope the Ja.
tent recovrces, both of the mind and
nitter, which those countries contain,

LIBRARIES, Books, ET¢.—In the
rmiddle of the scventeenth century,
says Macaulay, “ No eirculating li»
brary, no book society then existed
even 1n the capito}” London, * and
as to the lady of the manor and her
daugbters, their literary stores gene-
rally consisted of a prayer-book and a
receipt book.”” Aud other countries
were still worse than London, in this

r— T VNN,

respect.  Tho following statistics
from Elihu Burritt’s ¢ Year Book of
the Nations ’—1848, will afford but
a faint idea of the number of libra.
ries and books extant in the world of
letters ut the present day:—TFrance
had 186libraries, containing 4 700,000
volumes j Prussia 53 libraries, 2,050,
000 volumes ; Austria 49 libraries, 2,-
450,000 volumes ; England 3¢ libra-
ries, 1,840,000 volumes; DBuavaria 18
libraries, 1,300,000 volumes ; Uuited
States in 118 culleges, 965,000 vo-
lames ; there were scattered over the
differenrt conntries of Europe and
America m all four hundredond ninty
nine libraries, contairing thiry mil-
lions of volumes. These are exclu.
sive of the thousunds of swall libraries
in the possassion of Clergymen, Pro-
fessional men, school libraries, cir-
culating libraries, and private indi-
viduals; Dbesides the increase since
1848, the date of our statisties, must
be immense, in consequence of the
cheapness and dizpaich with whicnh
printing is done, and the speedy and
safe modes of transit, all tending to
multiply books and bring them with-
in the reach of the poorest families in
the world.

NEewsPAPERS, ETc.—The number
of daily and weekly newspapers, and
‘monthlies ’ in circulation 13 almost
incredible; the weight per werk of
reading matter of this deseription,
might be easter counted by the ton
than by the number; and they are
circulated throughout th: world with
unprecedented dispatch ; while a post
boy’s waggon would have held .}] that
was published in Burope in a week
in the middle of the eigh'eenth cen-
tury,—when the stage-coach ruaning
between Edinburgh and Glasgow took
six days to perform the journey—dis-
tance forty-four miles; and when i
1763 there was but 2 mouthly stage-
coach between London and Edinburgh
which tgok a fortnight to perfoim the
journey.

" The power and controul wielded by
the press of the present day over the
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ections of mankind, is very remark-
able. Inall free countries, }ike Great
Britain and North America, where
the press js not under despotic con-
troul, it is a mighty engine either for
goed or for cvil ;—if the government
of the country does not give public
satisfaction, the prese will envy it, so
to speak, out of being,,and another
into its place; and nof only so, but
leads the public voice to bolieve it is
right in so0 doing.

And it is more to the free, moral
and intellectunl presg of these coun-
tries that we look for a change in the
systems and movements of other
couniries, and the clevation of their
inhabitants, from moral, social and
intelleciual slavery,— than to all the
standing armies and navies of the
world.

And the iaterchange of mind with
mind, not only of iLe same community
but of far ard distant lands, and the
rapidity with which that interchange
is cffected—Dby the agency of steam,
empluyed both on sea and land, ca-
rying, besides tons of printed matter,
asillinons of letters per week, to Jistant
countries ; and that distance anihila-
tor, eleciricity, is the agent of the
greate-t of all the wenders of the age,
—ihe Instentansous communication of
thought.

This is not only a- age of great ve-
geareh into the hidden revelations, so
tu speak, of things revealed in the
world of matter and mind, but it is an
age of greal DISPLAY cuntrasted with
the ages that have happily passed
away, and are only brought before us
as a dicam of the world.

Enter 2 museum, of which there
are hundreds scattered over the face
of civilization, and there you behold
a display of natural curiosities, such
as would drive the peasantry of the
middle ages, yes, even the divines of
those ages, could they arise and see,
to almost doubt their former exis~
tence. And to understand the nature
of these curiosities, and their uses
and places in the scale of crestion, 18

not the work of years, buta lecturer,
of which there are thousands, would,
in half & dozen winter evexsings, lead
the most unlettered in his sudience to
comprehend his suhject. And go bt
overy other depurtment of numan en-
quiry, display—panorama, under the
direction of a competent lecturer, is a
achool of no mean importance, into
which the mass of most every village
may now enter, and there understand
the realities that ev. :ywhere pervade
the universe.

Buch being the means of ecquiring
kunowledge at the present time, it is
not necessary that the great mass of
readers of the presen day should be
able to trace the intricacy of the nicer
rudiments of astronomy, or understand
all the complex problems connected
with metaphisical science, to be nble
to breathe the full inspiration of their
greatness. And though there be no
royal road to knowledge, sul), there
1s a road, the pathsof which arestrew-
ed with pleasures and infinite beau—
ties, by which the most unlettered may
be led to view the best and nohlest of
those wonders which the sciences has
unfolded. There is a great difference
between the display of truth and the
demonstration of il. The mass of
society may be fit subjects of the one
while not at all for the other. {a for-
mer ages, the demonstration of ap-
struse problems was the work of the
schools, where tros¢ eversthing intel-
lectual was eonfined, withont uttempt~
ing to display or unfold either pure
or abstract science to the ‘great body
of soctety, But a happy change has
since passed over the face of the
moral and iatellectusl horizon,—the
people, it is true, are not all reade s
of Newton’s Principia; but they can,
and are to a great extent, made to
understand many of the great princi-
ples that eperate in the construction
and machinery and workings of mmnd
and matter,—and of the mind and
mejesty of Him who is che author of
all thinge,

Man, from childhood, deserves an
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order of developement according to
tha order of his waunts. Beginning
1n childish curiosity, it passes through
a'l the iatellectual stages'of human
£uqiry to amore profound philusuphy
and f stopped by any objects short of
ultimate facts, it feels ns if ithad a
right to know them and evinces in-
creased restlesness and reseutuient at
every opposing ohstacle, till its desires
are gratified. Everything in the
world, both as to kind and number of
objects, was arranged, and awaited
the arrival of wan, and our cons‘itu.
tion was configurzd teit. ‘The means
.t knowledge open to the full exer-
cise of the five avenues of sensation,
are inexhaustable ; the Lorizon of ex-
ternal nature wes indefinitely extend-
ed and enricned with all the vegdure
of heaven, caleulated to lead the mind
from natuie up to nature’s God.

The power of speech, the organs of
utterance and hearing in man, are
beautifully adapted to the @riel me-
drn by whieh sounds are conveyea.
The faculty of communication by
werds, with all the flexibility of lan-
guage, by which the cuuntless bene-
fits of human intercourse are secured,
and the stores of knowledge extant,
turned into a common property and
conveycd throughout the world, as on
winged messengers from one intellect
to another, for the genernl good of
our race, may well be ranked among

the highest objects of our ambirian.

I concluding our necessarily brief
review of the literature of the wor'd
duriag its history, but more esjec1ally
during the dawn of letters, in the fif-
teenth century, we are taugh: at leust
one impoitant {esson, SELF RELIANCE.

We are inclined to forget or not to
study the difficulties with which our
forefathers were surrounded. In the
midst of gross darkness the absence
of libraries and means of information,
the risings and fallings cf empires,
they laid the foundattons of our pre-
sent prosperity ; their studies were, in
1 great measure, the principle source
of our boasted advances ; they learned,
taught and believed as much for us
as for themselves ; they dispersed the
clouds of ignorance that wonld still
hang heav.ly on eur moral and intel-
lectual horizon 3 they fought. for free-
dom of opinion, the birth-right of our
race, and with it came in-the train,
an aristocratic lerature, of which we
are the hunoured guardians and pro-
moters.

‘The lamp of general knowledge is
burning brightly before us,—let uvs
not forget that we .re learning, teach-
ing and believing as much for the
next generation as for ourselves; and
that our duty is to foster truth, extend
its boundaries, and transmit te pos-
terity a literatere worthy of moral
and intellectual man,

Encouragement to Teachers.

Practice, it is snid, makes perfect;
hence, few, it will beadmitted, ondera,
stand the art of teaching egual to
those whoe have spent a long portion
of their time as practical teachers;
practice and theory are iaseparably
connected ; it requires in the adminis-
tration of the educational laws of the
country thorough practical men to
kerp the whole machinery rightly in-
motiot: it 1s sa of every other pursuit
also ; every department of human en-
quiry requires men to superintend it
who understand ii8 operations. No

government thinks for a moment of
appointing to any of the law offices,
men who are not versed in the theory
and praetice of jurisprudence.

‘We think the same doctrine should
also hold good with regard to the
educational department ;—men should
be appointed to these offices who are
of business habits and understand as
well Zow, as what to teach. There
are ecores of men scattered over the
Lower Provinces who have soent
much time in the schoal reom, and
are pble to fill, in point of education
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and business habits, any of the offices
connected with the educational de-
partmoents of the country ; and indeed
many of the other offices mifint be ho-
nourably filled by inen bel :ging to
the edutational ranks, We think the
vights of teachers have » noverlock-,
ed in this respect as we.i as in many
other respects ; wheu vacancies occur,
even in tho educational department,
they are generally filled by some
place-seekers who have rendered
the party in power some assistance
at eleciions. It is high time such
miserable pretexts for appuinting men
to office, and especially to fill offices
connected with the educational de-
partment of the provinces, should be
abandened, and to use a hackneyed
expression, * the right men put in the
right places.” The number of teach-
ers it is true is great compared with
the number of officers requlied, Still,
if all the offices connected with the
educational departments of the coun-
try were filled by men belonging to
the tcachers’ profession; and a few
selected to fill some of the other
offices of emolument and trust, an ad-
ditional atimelus weuld be iwparted
to education, aml teachers weuld at
once see that their position in snciety
was respected ; besides it weuld lead
to g much greater developement of
mind, and ultimately add to the ma-
terial interests of the country,

Persons have been apnointed,. in
many instances, to offices connected
with the educational departments, that
had, before assumirg the act:ve duties
of their offices, to school themselves
into its requirements; and after all
they kaew as mueh about the real
duties of teachers, and the proper ad-
winistration of the educatinnal enact-
ments, as they did about the attrioutes
of Jupiter.

And 10 make the matter still worse,
a change of goverament freqnenily
produces a change 1in the princ ple
officers connected with the education-
al departments, and of course tie rca
peal of the old law aml the cnactment
of a new one. Such was the case in
New Brunswick at the introduction of
the present law; the furmer superin-
tendent and inspectors, one of the
litter for each county, tere swept
from their p'rees, and the province
divided 1.t~ f~ur districts and one in-
spector appeinted for each, so that
through the continun] change of sys-
temns and officerr, ard the want of en-
couragement to t-1chers, the interests
of education have seriously suffered.
However, we think we see the
dawn of improvement; the recent ap-
pointments in New Bruaswick, one to
the Superinten2cntship of Education,
the other to the Ibspcctorship, bears
the characteristics of justice to the
teachers, and procress, Whether
these appointments have been made
through proper motives or not we
cannot say, but one thing we do say,
—they are very judicious appoin:-
ments, and it is carrying out the prin-
ciples we have long ago advocated.
And as a further stinulos we hope
that teachers in future will be placed
where they wi'l be most useful. It
18 of little use to classify tsachers
and still allow first class_teachers to
fill the place of third, and vice versa.
We hope in future that all appoint-
ments to oifices connected with the
educational departments at least, will
be made with a view to the elévation
of teachers of elementary and other
schools, and that each teacher may be
placed where his usefuiness wil be
most requ:ted, ard where his 1 ttain«
ments will be called into requisiton,
and his mind more fully expunded.

The Teacher’s Vocation.

If the grandeur of the wurld cua-

parents, and if on the two res's the

sists in its moral and intellectual re- modus op randi and responsibility of
finement, aud the du.ies of teachers fitting the youth of the world to as-
are closely identified with those of cend the world’s stage and transact
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its business, then, it must be obrinus
that the teachera’ vocation is one of
no- ordinery nature. ‘The 1teacher
¢hures largely with the parent in the
progress of the past and present, and
the prospects of the future of society ;
tach claims to have done some good,
and each looks forward to future
good arising out of past efforts.

It 18 said that, when *‘Jupiter af-
fercd the prize of immortality to him
whe was most zzeful to mankind, the
court of Olympus was crowded with
competitors. The mariner boasted cf
his patriotism, but Jupiter thundered ;
the rich map_boasted of his munifi-
cence, and Jupiter showed him a
widow’s mite ;jthe pontiff held up the
keys ot heaven, and Jupiter pushed
the donrs wide open; ths painler
boasted of his power to give life to in-
animate canvas, and Jupiter breathed

aloud in dersion ; the orator boasted -

of hig power to sway a nation with
his voice, and Jupiter marshalled the
obedient Kosts of heaven with a nod 3
the p.et of his power to muve even
the gods by praise, Tupiter blushed;
the musician clamme [ to practice the
only human scienc: that had been
transported to heav n, Jugiter hesitat-
ed; when, seeing a venerable man
looking with intercst upon the group
of competitors, but presenting no
claim~—* What art thou?’ said the
benigoant monarch. ¢ Only a specta-
tor,” eaid the grey-headed sage; ¢all
these were once my papils,” ¢ Crown
him! Crown mix! said JYapiter;
‘crowp the faithful TeEacaer with
immortality and make room for ‘hin
at my right hand.'”

“"The great object and sim of edu—
cation,” says one, *‘is to give ehil-
dren reSources that will endure as
long as life endures ; habits that time
will amcliorate, not destruy ; wceupa-
tions that will render sickness Luler-
aole, so'itude pleasant, aze vcnerable,
iife more dignifled and wselul, and
death 1.ss terrible.”

How ofted is it said, that farmer
sc-and-s0 has beea a very industricus

———— e~

man, he has azcumnlated much pro-
perty, hag ‘*hrought up’ a large
family, and piven eack of his sons a
farm, and each daughter » number of
covs, sheep, erc. 5 but not a word is
2aid ebont their educationj—in @
sword, the miunds of this exemplaty
tamily inay be but litttle elevated
above the caitle and sheep with whizh
their farms ero stocked. Siill, farmer
tgeeand-s0” is a wenderful good
kind of man, and much respected.

How often praise is thus bestowed,
while not & word is smd in commen-
dation of those¢ who havs beev, =0 to
speak, the guardians of mind.

To meld and instruct aright the
tender and impressible mind of child-
hood, is of infinitely mote imnportance
than houszsand lands, valuable though
they be. The mnd has got to heen-
lightened and stored with useful kzow-
ledge ; the moral characier retuires
to be purified and enlightened, so
that 1t may withstand error and the
sssaults of vice.

The duty of the teacher.1s, to take
the'child in all his wenkreas, igno-
rance, and dependence, exposed to
vice on all sidey, and lead him through
the mutations of early life, and finally
place him upou the arena of active
existence, o take his partin the bat~
tle of life. And when thus taught,
and the wind richly stored with the
tregsures of kunowledge, he goes on
to play his part upon the stage of so-
ciely ; and if he plays saright, as he
grows in years he wiil grow in know-
iedge, and’will becone more and wore
ripe for a nore lofty existence when
the Jast sand in his glass of time
shall have run,

T'he vocation of teaching is on¢ of
greatness, and the snccessful teacher
feserves to be crowned with all the
honors 15 the world’s pawer to confer.

_The world with all its inherent
grandeur is mere n.uthing cempared
to mind ; and mind without caltiva-
tion only tends to destroy and blight
the world; so that there is a mighty
résponsibiliry devolved upon the in-
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structors of the futuro occupants ciate the sexrices of tho teachers of
of the world. Let us then appre- youth.

‘Education in the State of Massachusetts.

From the Repourt of the Buard of Xducation fur 1858, being the twenty-
sccond annwal repust under the present low, wo gather the following sum-

mary :— :
The amount drawn in 1832 from the State fund $1,522,898,
Amount raised by tax 1,341 252,
i Total amouat $2,564,150.
Wages of Male Teachers per month 850 . ..
(L Female do. do, 19%°
Amount of voluntary contributicns fur common schools $35,324.
Amount expended in the purchase of dictivaanes for com. achools  $600.
Number of Public Schools : 4,421,
Number of Scholars, (summer) 199,792,
o o (wirter) 218,198.
Average attendance in summer 154,642,
b “ winter 175,526.

Number of children in the Siaie between the ages of 5 and 15 years 223,304.

Amuunt raised by tax per schojar between the azes of five and filteen years
is six d.llars. Iocrease ir schaul attendarce of childien from five to fitteen
years of age in 1853 over 1857 ix 1,850, —"* while the mean average attendsace
for the year in the public schools has increasad 10,607,—a very gratfying
result.™ The State 18 divided educationally intoe three huodred and thirty
two towns. :

Eacl fawa is required by jaw Lo raise uNE DOLLAR AND A HaLP per child,
bet seen five and fifteen, as a conditivn of receiving a share of the income ot
the State Schnol Fund. .

Number of incorporated Acidemies 70

" Average number of scholars 4,338
Amount saig for tuition . $84,401,

Number of private Schoots and Accadamies 672

Estunate ' average ol students 18.044

Estimatedd ant, paid for tuiuen in private schools and Accademies £374,119.

The lavr o1 the Siate providea fur Teachers® Institates ;—the session of
each 1nstitute continues for five daps. . :

The amount appropriatcd by the Legi-lature in 1858 to dufray the expenses
af these gatherings of teachers is 84,250, A :

* While we winess,” says the report, ‘““improvements in the system of
cummel »¢'.0u. edacaliui, tae question will arise, ta what extent is cducation
ta be provided for the rising gene ration. Oa the proper .moral, mental and
physical cultara of the future citizens hangs the fate of all that will. render
the state prosperous and happy,. It is true that men are capable of self-go-
vernment, that in our country the soverignity 1e in the people, it is clear that
the smailest amount of education shuuld never be less than ta quelify each
citizen for the social and civil duties which hie will be calied uposn to discharge
24 one of the sovezign people of this republic. In our system of education
the wor:l elcment 13 100 often neglectod.  If there was a more ngid obsex-
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vance of the requisitions of the law by all teachers of the public schools in
the Siate in communicating meral instruction to all the pupils comwited to
their care, we should have%ess oceasion for reform schools, prisons and peni-
tentiaries. Qur system of education knows no distinction in social condition ;
it seeks all the youth between five and fifteen years, rich or poor, high orlow,
native or foreign, and seeks to give them that mental, moral and physical
culture which will qualify them to discharge the social and civil duties of
citizens.”

The reader, on perusal of this repor! cannot fail to obseive ene prominent
feature pervading the whole report,—namely : the great importance attached
10 SPELLING and READING.

In teaching spelling, the report recommends wRITTEN in preference to oRAL
spelling. And with reference to reading, the Inspector for the district of
Warran says,— We have but few good readers in ourschovls. Only a limit-
ed few read underscandingly. * * Thowe who cannotread understandingly
will not ag a general thing, study profitably, think correctly, express their
thoughts elearly, reason logically or truthfully.”

This las* quotation forms a lesson well worthy the attention of every reader,
and especially teachers of elementary knowledge in the public schools of the
coun'ry. To knew Low to vead properly isan important part of our cducation.

Slang Words and Phrases.

A lecture recently delivered in Car-
lisle by the Rev. A. Brown contained
the following amasing and instrue-
tive passage:—The point to which I
have next to direct attention is man-
liness 1n speech. There ars many
young men who seem to coasider it
essential 1o manliress that they should
be masters of slang. The sporting
world, like its brother, the swell mob,
has 2 language of its ewn; but this
dng-English extends far beyond the
sporting world. It comes with its
hordes of barbarous wards, threaten—
ing the entire extinchion of genuvine
English. Now just listen for & mo
ment to our fast young man, or the
ape of a fast young man, who thinks
that to be a man he must speak 10 the
dark phraseologv of slang. If hn
does anything on his own responsibi-
lity hu does it on his own ¢ hook.’—
If he sces anything remsrkably good
he calls it a *stunner,” the supsrla-
tive of which is a “ regular stunner.”
I a man is requested to pay a tavern
bill he isasked if he will ¢ stand Sam.”
If he incets a savage-leoking dog he

calls him an “ ugly customer.” 1f he
meets an eccentric man he .calls him
a “rummy cld cove.”’ A sensible
man is a ¢ chap that is up to snufft”
Our young friend never scolds, but
¢ blows up;'! never pays, but ¢ stumps
up ;" never finds it difficult to pay, but
is “hard up;y’ never feels fatigued,
butis ‘‘used up.” He has no hat,
butshellers his head heneath 2 tile.”
Ile wears no neckeloth, but surrounds
his throat with a * choker.”” He lives
nowhere, but there is some place
where he *‘hangs out.” He never
goesaway ur withdraws, but he ¢ bolts’
—he “slupes—he ¢ mizzles ’—he
“ makes bimngelf scarce”—“walks his
chalks”’—he ¢ makes tracks "—he
scuts his stick”’—or what is the
same thing, he ¢ cuts his luecky !"—
The highest compliment you can pay
hun is to tell him that he is a “regu-
lar brick.” He does not profess to be
brave, but he prides himself on being
« plucky.”” Mouey isa word which
he has forgotien, but he talks a good
deal about “tin add *the needful *?
“the rhian,” ond the “ready.m—



THE INSTRUCTOR.

75

‘When a man speaks he ¢ spouts’’—
when he holds his peace he * shuts
up;” when he is humiliated he is
“taken down a peg or two,” and
“made to sing small.” Nowagood
den] of this slang is harmless; many
of the terms are, I think very expres-
sive; yet there is much in slang
that is objeetionable. For example,
as Archdeacon Hare obserses in
one of his sermons, the word * ga-
vernor’, as applied to a father, is
to be reprehended. I have heerd a
young man call his father the * reliov-

ing office-” Does it not bet ay on
the part of young men great ignorance
of the puternal and fihal relationship,
or great contempt for them? Their

-fither is to such young men merely a

governor—merely the represeniative
of authnrity. Innocently enough the
expression is used by thousands of
young nen who venerate and love
their parents ; but only think of it, and
I am sure that you will admit that it
is a cold, heartless word when thus ap-
plied, and one that ought forthwith to
be abandoned.

New Brunswick Literature,

Iy ti.e nemory of wnany jvdividuals
sull living, there was not more than
one, if any, paper published in this
Province ; while at the present time
there are not less than twenty seven
different issues from the press of New
Brunswick, some of which ere dmiy,
twenty-four weekly,and three montlly
distributed as follows : —

ST.JorN.—The Courter, half a cen-
tury old; the News, New Brunswicker,
Freeman, Religioue Intelligencer, Cc-
lonial Presby‘erian, Temperance Te-
legrapb, Chureh Witness, Christian
Visitor, Globe, Albion, Protectant,
Guardian, and Weekly Tribune.

The latter, recently issued, is con-
ducted w:th sbility by Messrs. Freeze
& McInnis, and is devoted to Educn-
tion and General News,—price 7s. Gd.
per annum. We welcome this paper
into the list ; a3, from the tone of its
leading articles, we anticipate much
good to arise out of its publication.

Frepericron.—The Rayal Ga-
zetie, Head Quarters, and Reporter.

CBARLOTTE~St. Andrew’s Standard
and St. Croix Herald.

CaRLETON.—The Wondstack Jour-
nal, and Carleton Sentinel.

NorTRUMBERLAND.—The Mirami~
chi Gleaner und Cotonial Times,

\WesTMoRLAND. — The Westinore

land Times, Borderer aud Instructor®

And Kings the other day added
another, the Sussex Times, to the
number. This paper represents ability
and business habits; and we have no
doubt that it wiil be instrumental 1n
iuriing ihe attention of ths inhabi-
tants of this fine County to the various
sourccs of undeveloped wealth that lie
scattered over the face of the country.

Tnus, half the counties of this pre~
vince are represented by a local press ;
and from the short intervals that elapse
between the rise of one paper and that
of another, and from the progress of
the TIMES, we expect shortly to héar
of a Kernt Times, and Bay Chaleur
Times.

The press is now considered the
great moral and intellectnal lever that
wmoves saciety. If abuses exist, whe-
ther in humble cot, the deusely crowd-
ed city, the courts of law, the halls of
legislation, in the army, navy, or even
in the Palace of Rayalty,—the press
thunders its anathemas, and the pow-
ers, however powerful, must succumb.

he ministers of the gospel, powerful
though they be for gocd, would de
little in the diffusion of knowledge
and the elevation of socie'y were it
no* for the powerful 2id of the press.

Inall free countries, where the press
is free and untramelled, and ita tone
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woulded by truth and justice; we
find the resources of sueh countries
being developed and the people intel-
ligent and mosal; while in those coua-
tries where no press exists, or where
the press is under heavy state restric-
tions, the people are living in ignu-
rance, superstition, and idolatory j end
the resources of the country, vast and
varied though they be, are undeve-
loped.

It maust be patent to every observer
of the tiues, that the press of Great
Britain,wieldiag as it dves sush power,

~r—

writes onegovernmentout of existence
aod another into its place whenever
necessity demands it.

In a word, the pressis ons of the
instruments that is moving the nations
and changing the moral and intellec-
tual uspect of the world. That this
power should be rightly wielded and
beceme general, should be the desire
of every well-wisher to scciety ; and
that the mass of society, if they look
to their own interests, should support
it, is their bounden duty. Let all
read is the order of the day.

A GRICUOULT OUOR B,

Elevation of Farmers.

Ovr of one hunidred znd seventy-
one, the number ot memnbers comp -
ing the Legislature of the Swae of
Maine, cighty-two, nearly one-half,
are farmers, aid only ten are lawyers,
This eperks volumes in favour of the
agricultural inte-ligencr of this State,
and the appreciaion of that wnte 1
gence by the mess of the people.

In: the Lower Provinces of Brit'sh
Americy, the oppusite prevails; here,
until very r:cently, over une half were
lowyers; and mn New Brunswick at
the present tim.,one-third are lawyers,
and of the rest but very few are far-
meis, heace, in Maine oue seven-
tecnth, and in N. Bruaswick one-thicd
belong t) the legal professi m.

The wunt of educstion and the ne-
glect uf systematic agiicuiture, the
forwer, the parent of the latter, 2long
with the want of agricultural infor-
mation, are primsry causes of the in-
differer.ce that exists among our agri-
cultural population as to their proper
position in the scale of usetulness, *

We never will advance in social and
material progress until we make agri-
culture the first element in the scale;
until farmers educate their families,
and gualify them, not oniy to be sys-
tematic farmers, but to he good legis-

lators also. The wars that we are an-
nually carrying on against the wildes-
ness,—clearing im uense tracts, and
preparing it fur tillage will not sufice
to furni-h the eountry with sufficient
bread; for these lands arc Dbeing
cropped until everyjvegetable propeny
is being exiravied, and the soil ren-
dered unfit for the prodaction of any
thing bug weeds.

Every year, as it passes by, informs
us that more attention will h.ve tv he
given to agiiculeural pursuits. The
intrrests of lawyers, lumbormen and
wicrchianis, have besu wur great aim
heretnfore 5 the puwers of Legislatior
and the pross of these provinges have
beeu called 10ty requisition in order
t, advance these interests, and proper-
ly so; wiile agricul ure, which must
be cousidered the stay of the country,
has Yeen mpeglected and left to tuke
care of itself; and miserably it has
done it.  We could name settlements
that a few years ago produced enough
foud for their occupents ond some to
spare, that now does not produce halt
enough food for the inlixbitants ; the
fault is a want of system~—continually
drawing from the soil without impart-
ing foad for plants.

Beuter legislaticn and more skill are
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wanted. We do not wean to say that
legislation alene is the only means to
be adopted in order to renew old and
worn ou* farms; néither do we expect
that legislation, be it ever so good,
will fill the country with bread, with-
eut industry, energy, skill and the ex-
penditure of capital. But what we
do say, is, if legislation is necegsary
to the advancement of othor pursuits
in life, whirh will not be denied, then
it must be equally so when applied to
the advancement of agricultural oper-
atwns. N
[armers will have to take a stand,
not simply as a class, but as a profes-
sion ; they will have to asstme a po-
sition commensurate with the lofty
nature of the pur.uit, and the place
that agriculture holds in the scale of
the world’s callings., Necoessity, acs
companied with a desire to elevateand
render it profitable, has been the
means of placing agriculture amung
the first occupationsin other countiies,

and why not let the same principles
operate with regard to agrici’ulmral
operations in these provioces? The
large annual importations of flour into
our country point ue to the necessity
of cultivating more systematically a
portion of the fine arable land with
which the country abounds,
Legislation may do a great amount
of guod, by encouraging agricultural
societies, the manufacture of agricul-
tural implements, and the spread of
useful knowledge. Bat, to aid these
departments efficiently, two-thirds at

least, of the men composing the legis-

lature of these provinces should be
practical farmers, not men who follow
fishing, lumbering, ship-building and
a little of what seme call farming,
along with hadf a dozen other pursuits.
No, but men wh understand how 15
farm, and Jo tarm properly, and one
alive to 1t3 interests. Such are the
wen ty legislate for the iuterests of
agriculture.

Elements of Vegetable Life.

THE elements combined in the
grand process of vegetationare numer-
ous,—the principle are chemistry, ge-
ology, botany, physiology, netervio-
gy, heat, light, and electricity.

Some sot's, cumpused principally of
sand, are very unproducuve, while
others composed of the tame ¢l ment
are highly productive. The effurt: of
chemists to discuver positively ail the
causes of the fertility of s ils have
not. yet met with conclusive suceuss.
The mechasical struciure of svils is
of primairy importance.

On naked rochs will be scea grow-
ing hchens, - the sawme roek crushed
L0 coarse grains grows a mach high-
wx order of vegetabie matter,—p 1lver-
1ze &t and it will produce the var ous

ceveals, ‘Them again there is a great
diffcrence in the guality of the rocks
scottered over the faee of the eartn,
and of which the crust of our earth
was once compesed. The red sand-
stoues possess a wuch large: percent-
age of vegetable nutriment than that
of the grey sand stones,—and either
of thzm contain a much larger pro--
portion of fertelizing matter tnan the
granite, greiis, slates, ete.

However, important experim:ats
are being ade, buth in the Iabratory
of the chemist, and in the practical
operations on the furm, with a view
to obtain higher results—.tu e feed
fur both mau and beasty witis i least
pussible expunditure of muadey and
physical foree.

e -

A c rrespondentof the Okio Farmer
gives it as his opiniom, that the com-
mon practice of making farm antmals
jump over the Iower rails of fences

and bars tends to make them unruly,
and says that if the top bar is left up,
so that they are compelled to go under
it, they will never learn to jump.
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SussTiturk FOR HAY AND Tur-,
Nres.—It is a subject of much impor-
tance to our farmers, especially these
engaged i the duiry business, to ob-
tain the best food for their catile, as
a substitute for hay and tormips. A
correspondent, Edward Carrol, fur-
nishes the ¢Irish Agriculturist’ with
his experience in this department,
which we condense as follows:—

¢ Pirst, what shall we do for hay?
Let us economize everything; and
turn to account many things, hitherto
either neglected, or thought to be
comparatively worthless. Bvery par-
ticte of chaff, whether of wheat, oats, -
or even of barley, should be serupul-
ously ceconomized and converted inte
food for horseg and cattle. To some
this advice may appear a novelty, to
many others it is no such thing. Dur-
ing my several agricnlturel tours
throughout the various parts of Eng-
land, some years ago, I saw it a com-
mon practice to have large Larns filled
with the awas of barley, reserved to
be eroked for horse-feeding or to be
out with the chaff-cutter, mixed with
hay for the feeding of store-cattle.—
Some of the best conditioned store-
cattle I saw were fed on the awns of
barley. Such small farmers as had
net stock of their own to use these
awns sold them to the larger farmers.
Inthe year 1848 I had charge of the
Jarge farmmg-establishment at Clon.
gowe’s Weod College, county of Kil-
dsre. Wehad a fine crop of mangold
wuitzel to supply food fur some 40 or
50 milch cows during winter and
spring. By an omission, or oversight,
on the part of the old steward, he leg
(contrary to my warnings) a bard
night’s frost overtake the crop in the
ground, and more than three-fourths
of it was rendered utteily vseless for
cattle-feeding in the ordinary way.—
What was I todo having such a large
establichment to supply with milk,
then selliog at 10d. and 1s. a gallon ?
I husbanded all the chaff of every
kind in the place, I bought all the
will chaff I eould find in the neigh-

AR RAAAAAA CAAS A NAAAS S

THE INSTRUCTCR.

“ A amatanaanasantans

borhood, built temporary cisterns in
connection with an old steaming-ap-
paratus I got r puired in the place,
cooked everything I could find avail-
able, and had not only milk at 4d. to
5d per gallon, but a gooed supply ot
food for some 80 or 100 pigs in the
liquid spared from the cow-feeding,
and never before dist the milch cows
turn out 1n better conditiorin thesame
establishment in the month of May.
1 have on other orcasions used halfe
ground or crushed barlev and oats for
feeding milch cows. The material
was prepared as brewers ang distillers
prepare their malt, by what is called
¢ mashing ’ and fermenting ; and ia-
creased milk was obtained from cows
so fed, and they were nearly fat when
turned out to the summer’s grasse I
lay no elaim to this discovery, the
werit is due to a gentleman | once
met in Cork Cattle Market, who had
long practiced the same himself, and,
who, in giving me his opinion, ob-
served: ¢ If you can malt the grein
bef:n;o; being used, so much the bet-
er. .

How mMucH {[AY WILL XEEP A
Horsg.—A correspondent of the /is-
consin Farmer states thot he has found
by twenty years experience that 15
1bs. of hay ard 12 guarts of oat meal
per day will keep a good sized horse
of 1150 lbs, weicht, n fine condition
for farm or road work, and that by
using u cutting box, one thud of the
hay can be saved, and replaced by an
equal weight of gond straw or corae
stalks, The usual estimate among
farmers is that a horse will generslly
consume 2000 lbs. per quarter, of 13
wecks, or 22 lbs. per day. This
shows how much can be saved by
a judicious method of feeding, as a
horse will eat considerably more than
15 necessary for his well being. -

CREAM.- A practice originating in
Connccticut, for obtaining the largest
quantity of cream {rom milk, 1s weet-
ing the approbavion of many sensible
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dairy women. New milk is strained
into common pans, and after standing
twelve hours is earefully placed over
a ketile of warm water, and brought
as nearly as possible to the temperat-
ure of new milk. It is then set away
twelve hours more, when it is ready
to skim. Nearly double the cream
can be obta ned than from any other
progess with whicn we are acquainted.

How 10 TEsT THE QuUALITY OF
WooL.—The Texas State Gazette
says :—* Tuke a lock of wool {rom the
sheep’s back and place it upon an inch
rale. If you can count from 30 to 83
of the spirais o1 folds in the space of
an inch, it equnals iu quality the finest
quahty of Saxouy wool grows., Of
course, when the number of spirals to
the inch dimninishes, the quality of the
wool becomes relatively inferior.—
Many tests have been tried, but this
is considered the simplest and best.—
Cotswold wool and some other nfer-
ior wools do not measure nine spirals
to the inch. With this test, every
farwer has in his possession a know-
ledge which will enable him to form
a correct judgment of the quality of
all kinds of wool. There are some
conise wools, which experienced wool-
growers do not rank as wool, but.as
hair, on account of thc hardaess or

_straightness of the fiber,”

CHARCOAL FOR SWINE.—It is not,
perbaps, generally known, that one of
the best articles that can be given to
swine, while in preparation for the
tub, 1s common charcoal, The nutri-
tive properties are se great that they
bave subsisted on it, without other
food, for weeks together, Geese eon-
fined so us to deprive them of motion,
and fattened on three grains of corn
per day, and as much coal as they can
devour, have become fatiened in e ght
days. The hog eats voraciously after
a little timie, and is never sick while
he has a good supply.

ManaeING aANp FEEDING WORKING
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OxeN.—Ozxen working on a stone-
drog, on the foot of a plow, on the
sled-tongue, cart spire, or twitching
stones or timber, should carry their
heads up, as this enables them to do
this work much easier; those that
work as leaders, forward of other
oxen, should carry their heads low,
and have the yoke the right length,
let the bows suit the neck; the yoke
and bows to the leaders should set a
little snugger than the nib oxen.—
Never use the whip but from neces-
sity.  When about to strike the young
steer or ox, ask yourself, “Will he
know what I strike him for?” Let
each ox have a name, and be sure he
knows his name. Never speak a word
to an ox without meaning; have a
particular word to start your team by,
that all may pull together. Never
burry your team while riding behind
them, lest they learn to haul mpart.—
Oxen should be shod with a broad
shos, to travel on hiard roads ; the shoe
on the fore-fool should set buck at the
heel, nearly half an inch further than
the hoof bears upon 1t. Oxen are
frequently lamed by reason of short
shoes. The. best feed for oxen at
hard work, is to give to each two
quarts of meal, wet mixed with good
chopped hay, three times a day, and
48 much hay as he will eat; this is
the highest feed working oxen ought
to have, and on this they will work
every day.—Yankee Farmer,

EAarLY VEGETAERLES.—Many far-
metrs are deterred from attempting to
produce very early vegetables, by an
erroneous idea that the making of a
bot-bed is a complicated and difficult.
operation while it is just as simple a
making a hill of corn. Every ma.
who has 2 garden of whatever size, *
he will ence try the experiment «
making a hot-bed, will, we venture
predict, find the task so easy and t!
result so satisfactory that he w
never forego the luxury afrerwarc
Al that is necessary is to makeapi -
of horse manure 24 feet deep, with t . »
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top level or sloping a little to the
South, then set a rough frame made
of four boards nailed together at the
corners upon the bed of manare, fill
the frame with 6 inches of garden
soil and cover with a window of
ela.s. Any old window will answer
the purpose, but it 18 better to have
the bars of the sash run only one way,
and to have the glass iaid in the man-
ner of rhingles.

‘The best plants to force are tomn-
toes and cabbages which may be
transplanted from the hot-bed to the
open ground witheut any trouble.
We have removed tomatoes when they
were in blossom, and had them &ll
live. if melors or cucumbers are
forced, they should be planted in
flower-pots, and intransplanting them
you turn the pot sver upon your open
hand apd give it a gentle thump, when
the earth comes out in a solid lump
and the roots are not disturbed in the
least. While the plants are growing,
they should be watered fréquently,
and in warm days the sash should be
raised a few inches to give ihe plants
air. We have found the growing of
plants under glass, from a small hot
bed, 4 feet by 6, up (o a large graperv
for raising the black Hamburg and
Frontignac grapes, the most setisfan-
tory of all horticultural operations.
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aving the control of the climate both
in heat and moisture. the plants can
be ntade to grow with vigor which
they rarely if ever exhibit 1n the open
ar. A hot-bed shouid be made fro.1
four to six weeks before the time for
plunting corn.—Scientific American.

War Youne MeN LEaAVE TG
FARM.—ACER, 1n the Country Gentle-
man jostly says: * The reason why
86 miny young men at school acquire
an averston to labor, is, because the
practical application of knowledge is
not taught in ths schools, They leart
ouly abstractions.” He instancesa
neighbor’s sna who had learned at the
Academy all about surveying—only
he did not know practically how to
measure a ten acre lot, but could do
it on paper.

UNHEALTHINESS oF ARTIFICIAL
ManNURY¥s.—A correspondent of the
Mark Lane Express thinks the pre—
valence of disease among turnips last
season, in England, is due to the over-
dowes of guano and other artificial
maunures, given to the soil in order to
stimulate it to increased production.
He also cites the expressed opinion
of several practical farmers of the in-
jirions effects of such roots upon
sheep and cattle when fed on them.

MISCELLAINEREOUS.

Tre INsTRUcTOR.—We have the
testimony of many of our readers that
‘the Instructor is highly appreciated.
One corresponcent informs us that
there were several families m his
reighborhiood that ¢*never took a paper
of any kind, previous to the issue of
the Instructor, and now your Mnga-
zine is eagerly sought for.” This is
encouraging, avd did modesty permit,
we could give numercus extracts from
private letiers highly appreciating our
%\{agazine. The recent large additions
to our subscription list also testify

that our efforts are not in vain. Un-
like o weekly news paper, it 1s con-
venient to preserve, and is always o
hand for reference. We intend in
future to devote more attention to
Agriculture than heretofore; and hope
to make the Instructor worthy of the
countenance and support of our read-
ers, and a paper that you will net be
ashamed to recommend to your
friends. The price is low and within
the reach of the poorest famjly in the
country.

We fesl much obliged to the press



THE INSTRUCTOR.

81

generally for the good things they are
%in the habit ’’ of saying about us.

Our old and much esteemed friend
the Courier, says :—

# We cordiaily welcome the first
number of Mr. Alexander Munro's
new perindical, ¢ The Instructor,’ de-
voted to Educatior., Agricultare, and
general Intelligence,—a concinnation
of the Parish School Advocate, &c.,—
and to award it the meea of our ap.
probation, We have hitherto noticed
the claims of Mr. Munro to public
support ; and in the number before ug,
his character {or ability and industry
is fully sustained, ard we consider it
a valuabie contribution to our provin-
cial literature, and one well fitted to
extend the reputation of the author.”

NeEw BRUNSWICK UNIVERSITY.—
After affording a number of political
aspirants, whose cry was,— destrcy
it—destroy it,” a door of entrance in-
to the legislature ; and after expend-
ing £70,000 by way of endowment,
aund several thousands In legislation,
and making helf a score of appeals to
the British Government,—XKings Col-
lege 13 to be converted into a UNIVER-
8ITY ; the Imperial Government, afier
gx months delay, has sanctioned the

ill.

And now, whether this Prevince
will have, at least during this genera-
tion, a therough University to which
all denominations of our youth will
look for a collegiste education, is a
question which timc olone will answer.

However, in the initiatory steps,
much will depend upon the govern-
ment in bringing about so deswrable
an object as the establishment of a
Provineigl University. Old, and we
fear long seated prejudices will have
to be removed, and the public mind
require to be educated into the ne-
cessity of aiding in its reconstruction
aLd establishment.

We fear that denominational insti-
tutions of education have got <o firm a
hold upon the public mind that it will
be next to impossible to direct public

opinion past the door of sectarian insti-
tutions to Fredericion, the seat of our
Provincial University. When we ¢on-
sider a small population, say 225,000
scattered over 20,000,000 acres of
country, witha number of educational
accademies, all largely endowed by
the Provinee, and the increasing ten-
dency of each denomination to keep
its youth within its own academic
walls, we do fear, that a long time
will elapse before New Brunswick
will have an efficient and well attend-
ed University such as we would like
to see established in our midst.

Orp Axp New FasnioNep WiN-
TERS.~—The other day we had a little
conversation with that intelligent,
though eccentrie old gentleman,known
a8 the oldest tnhabitant, about matters
s they used to be.

He said :—* Mr. ——, as long ago
as I can remember snow fell in Nova
Scotia to the depth of five feet, and
generelly lay on the ground without
inuch abatement till the last of April.
There is a great difference between
the winters of eighty years ago and
those we have now times. Yes, Imay
saj, the winters of fifty years ago were
much severer thanthe winters we have
had for the last ten years,”

Our aged friend related many of the
difficulties and hardships underwent
by the early settlers of the country,
and the difficulty of procuring the ne-
cessaries of life; for accordiag to his
story, they had no luzuries.

He continued, “I would like before
I die to see one of the old fashioned
winters such as we used to have when
Iwasa boy; it appearsto me that
everything we sowed and planted
used to produce double the amount it
does in these years; the deep snows
seemed to help the crops; but pepple
don’t work now-a-days as hard as they
did in_old times, besides they erop
the soil to death. The people areall
a-going in consumption now, while in
old times they died with old age,

I believe this country has shified it



82

A AAAAAAANAAAAP AR S A

position and gone south, for we have
got nearly all the diszases peculiar to
gouthern climates,—and depend, upon
it the way -things are gomng on, we
will soon have a tropical climate.—
When I was a little fellow the ice
slong the shores of the straits of Nor-
thumberland remained a firm and safe
highway for tcams from early in the
fall to about the twentieth of April;
and now (1860) it’s off on the twen«
tieth of March, and the spring birds
are singing, and the farmers are sow-
ing their grain. Ina word Mr, —
these are not winters at all, you know
nothing about winters in Westmor-
land, such as winters used to be
eighty years ago, when I was a little
boy ; you cannot call one foot of snow
—and you seldom have more than
two,~-winter.”

Here we attempted to show our
friend that eighty years back isa long
time ago, and his memory may have
become so 1mpaired as to have for-
gotien the character of the wmters of
his childhood,—and that there muy
have been some mild winters in those
times as well as at the present, bLut
he says,—¢ All winters in old times
were longer and colder than at pre-
sent, and the snow fell more than
twice as deep.” We also showed
that the.clearing the forests of timber,
letting in the Atlantic breeze upon
the country, has a tendency to miti-
gate the severity of the climate, and
may account for the supposed ap-
proaches we are making towards a
tropieal region.

“ Now Mr, ——, let me tell you,—
seventy years ago, if Iam not mis-
taken, and I think I am not, the only
mail in the Lewer Provinces was that
from Halifax to St. John, which was
carried on the back of 2 man; in fact
a man on snow shoes, with five or six
feet of snow between his feet and
terra firma, was emphatieally the win-
ter Mail Coach between the Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick Capitols;
and if the boys went a courting in the
winter eveninge, for they would court
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the girls, it was on snow shoes. Isay
Mr. ——, I like vld names better than
new ones j—we used to call old peo-
ple men and women, and youn« people
boys and girls; but these mild win-
ters have produced wonderful
clanges ;—ladies and gentl men is
now the order of the day. AllI wish
is, that New Brunswick would just
slide back to its old place and let us
have one of those old four score yrars
ago winters agnin, when Yankee
stoves would he seut back to where
they came from, and we betake our-
selves to the old fashioned fireplaces,
and have some of the hearty food we
used to eat in those days. Dyspepsia
was unknown during the times of our
old fashioned winters.”

Post Orrice DEpARTMENT, NEW
Brunswiex.—Througl the couinued
blundering of this department we,
along with others, have been snbject-
ed to burdens, © grev ons fu bear”

When we commenced the publica-

tion of the ¢ Parish School Advoeate,”
little did we anticipate being subject-
vd to a postage on each copy. And
when we petitioned the Post Master
General to have it abolizhed, it was
neany aisonth and a half bsfore we
recetved an answer, and that by the
chief clerk, whose apology was, that
the Post Master General had not been
in the office.
' Such is the way that th: sinecure
Lords of New Brunswick do;—enter
their offices, once in a moath or two,
and with a dash of the pen suy to one,
you must pay ; and to another, you
go free.

Weekly papers were, and properly
50, allowed to pass free of postage,
while all monthlies were subjected to
a half-penny on each copy. This is
dealing out even handed justice with
a vengence.

NotEes BY THE waY.—Having just
returned from a8 journey through a
part.of New Brunswick, and on loek-
ing at our Note Book, we find refer-
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ence made to the ** State of School
Houses?’® along our path, some of
which are a disgrace to civilization.—
We only saw one decent school house
in one hundred miles of country,
which is situate at NorTH RIVER,
Westmorland. Here, the inhabitants,
half a dozen families, are erecting, to
taeir credit be it snid, a neat and co-
modious school house with all the ap.
purtenances attached, and on an im-
proved plan.

But {o find a contrast, it is omly
necessary to refer to the two school
houses standing in the midst of the
village at Sussex Vale,—in the midst
of neat churches, dwelling houses and
stores, and comfortable barns, and a
wealthy country.

If these school houses were not
quite so large, or if the Mechanice’
Institute, St. John, wasa little larger,
we would suggest the propriety of
placing them therein, as relics of
very, very old times.

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION,
New Brunswick.— Henry Fisher,
Bsq., Chief Superintendent of Schools
for New Branswick, has passed from
among the living.

As an educationist Mr. Fisher was
deficient in Scholastic attainments,
but possessed a high degree of energy,
industry and perseverence, qualities
which went far to supply other defi-
cencies. In his demise the commu-
nity has lost a useful member, chris-
tianity a friend, and his family 2ts
chief head.

His successor in the Educational
Department is Jonnx Benner, Esq.
It is said that Mr, Bennet was for
years a teacher of a Supertor School,
and for the last two or tares years
has occupied the position of Inspector
of Schools for the Northern Counties
of this Province, His antecedents
therefore, are favorable to his fulfill-
ing the duties of his new office in a
satisfactory manner.

Mr. Bennet’s report of the state of
the Schools of his district for the year
1858 is un admirable one, it speaks
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volumes in his favour; we published
it in the Parish School Advocate of
last year, to which our reader. would
do well to refer.

TaoMas W. Woop, Esq., takes
Mr. Bennet’s place as lnspector of
Schools for the Northern Counties,
Mr. Wood 18 a good scholur and has
spent the principle part of his lifa as
an nstructor of youth, and therefore,
is well qualified for his new position.

THE CHARLOTTE TEACHERS' INSTI- -
ToTE will hold its next meeting at
St. George, an the last Thursday in
May next. Much good is expected to
result to education from this Institute;
it embraces a large number of well-
informed teachers who are desirous of
elevating the profession and making
the teachers vocation more highly
respected by the public.

AHERST FEMALE SEMINARY.—
We beg to direct public attention to
this useful and efficient Institution,
an extended notice of which has ap-
peared on the last leaf of the cover
of the Parish School Advocate for
several months pasl ; and to which we
refer our readers for more full infor-
mation respecting the Teachers, Sub-
jects taught, Terms, and other useful
information connected therewith.

MapaeasCAR.—This Island, lying
off the south~eastern coust of Africa,
is larger than the whole of England,
Scotland and Ireland, and contains
over toree milltons of inhabitants.

For the last twenty years, in con.
sequence of some commercial difficul.
ties arising out of an alleged encrogch-
ments by foreign traders, has been in
a state of entireinhibition. However,
the way is now opened up; mission-
aries have recently visited this coun~
try, acquired a knowledge of their
strange and conflicting language, ar~
ranged its grammar, prepared elemen-
tary books, translated the Seriptures,
and have taught about ten thousang
of the patives to read, and some of
them to write, and many of them have
embraced christianity, -
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FEMALE SEMINARY.

~ T PRINCIPALS, :

Mrs. C. E, RATCHEORD and Miss YATES.

hea ¥ o e S .~
TERMS: ..
Boarp AND WasHING (white dresses excepted), with instruction in Reading, Writ.
ing, Arithinetic, Use of the Globes, Ancient and Modern Geography, Ancientand
Modern History, Grammar, and Rhetoric, Natural and Mental Philosophy, As-

tronomy, Botony and English Composition—£30 per Academical Year.

BXTRA GRARGES.

MTUSIC.
Piano or Spanish Quitar,....Three Lessons per week, £2 per quarter, or half term.
Singing, sesoeesoossssscesss s Five Lessons por Week, 10s. €
DRAWIN G- .
Pencil or Crayon,.... .. ... Pive Lessons per week, £1 per quarter, or hali term.
ColoredCrayon, .esves +sseees I'ive Lessons per week, £1 10s, ¢ L

Watér(%g?é:gaggwing %...Three Lessons per week, £1 10s, ¢¢ o
FRENCEL.
Five Lessons per weekeeesoees £1 103, per quarter, or half term.
ITALIAIN.

Three Lessons per week,..es.e0£1 105, per quarter, or half term.

Instruction i ,also given in the following branches, viz—Oriental Painting, Wax
%uwirs&l"eather Flowers, Fancy Wool Work, Cheniile Flowers, Ornamental Hair

ork, &e.

Bills payable quarterly in advance.

There are two ‘Lerms per year. 'The Winter Term commences 5th Janunary, and
ends 3lst May. The Summer Term begins 1st August and ends 24th December.
‘Phe intermediate Quarters or Half Terms commence 13th October and 20th March.
Pupils will also be received at any time, and charged only from date of entrance.

‘The French Department is under the care of Madame Eugenie Jeanpert, recently
from Paris, who teaches on the Ollendorff system, and also gives lessons in Music.
Daily conversation in French is iusisted on. . .

Five other ladies are employed in the English Department, Music, Drawing, Paint-

n%. T'alian, Botany, &ec. -

o pains will be spared to promote the health of the Buarders by proper exercise
and those young Iadies whose parents wish them to ride, are allowed the use of a
quiet saddle horse.

Each young lady is required to bring with her one pair of sheets, one pair of pil-
lowslips, six towels, and four table nankins, marked with her name; and pupils re-
maining in the Seminary during the vacations, will be charged Twelve Shillings and
8ix pence per week for Board and Washing. . .

There are six Pianos in the Establishment, and Pupils boarding in the vicinity.
will be charged Five Shillings per Quarter for the use of an instrument to practice

Any Books or Stationery which may be required, can be supplied by Mr. Ratch-
ford, at Halifax prices.

The Seminpary is situated within a few minutes walk of four different places of
public worship, and near to the Telegraph Stetion and Post Office.

Three months notice required, under ordinary circumstaneces, before the removal of

pupil.

Auaersr, 1860, C. E. RATCHFORD.

REFERENCES.~The Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia, the Hon. Judge Stewart, C.
B., Thomas A. 8. DeWolfe, Esq., Halifax ; Rev. George Townseng, A. M., Rev.
Alexander Clark, D. D., Amherst ; Rev. Charles Tupper, D, D., Aylesford; Rev.
Charles Elliott, A. B., A, P. Ross, Esq., Pictou ; Hairy King, Esq., B C. L., Wind-
sor; Rev. John Frances; Rev. E, B. Demill, A. M., John McGn&x, Bsq., St. Jobu
Hon. John R, Partelow, Fredericton. .



