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The Charter.

OF THE

HUD SO N’s-BAT Company.

i

¥ B IS late Majefly King Charles the Second, by Cheter under the Great Seal, reciting, That Prince
. - Rupert, and divers other Perfons therein named, had, at their great Coft, undertaken an Expe-

dition for Hudfow’s-Bay, in the North-weft Parts of America, for the Difcovery of a new Paflage

into the South-Sea, and for finding fome Trade fer Furs, and other Commodities 3 and had there
made fuch Difcoveries as encouraged them to proceed furthe ; and had befought his Majefty to incorporate
them; and grant them the fole Trade and Commerce of thofe Parts; and his Majefty being defirous to
promoteall Endeavours tending to the publick Good, did incorporate them by the Name of, The Governor and
Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudfon’s-Fay ; and did give and grant unto the faid Go-
vernor and Company, and their Succeffors, for ever, the foe Trade and Commerce of thofe Seas, Rivers,
and Lakes, in whatfoever Latitude they fhould be, that lit within the Entance of the Streights; called
Hudfon’s Streights, with all the Landsupon the Coafts and Confines thereof, .thit were not then poffefled by
or granted to any of his Majefty’s Subjeéts, or pofieffed by any other Chriftian State 3 and the whole and
intire Trade and Traffick to and with the Nativesand Peoplrinhabiting thofe Parts; and Cdafts adjacent.

This Grant (as it appears from the Tenor therenf) wasgmade to the £xft Diboverers-ofyaind Advena
turers ing & ‘Ltade to Hudfow's-Bay 3 and which they bad tlereby merited 5 and the Crown .might Ia‘v’vfully
grat them, and did grant, by fuch Defcriptions as the hen Knowlege of thifeé néwly difcovered Parrs
would admitof : And it was-for their Reward, and to encojrage them to profecite a Tradé they had thus
begun, to Parts where no civilized Inhabitants dwelt, and %ne but difperfed fidans were to be 'met with,
to Parts (perhaps the moft irll_hofpitable) and where the grea¢ft Extreme of Cold ¥ felt, of any in theé known
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Parts of the Globe, to which any Trade i1s carried, and though a Sea filled witt Ice, of fuch Bodies, and
of fuch mountainous Height, as, by the concurrent Teftinany of all Navigators; is notto be met with in
any other Parts, though nearer to the Pole: So true is tls Obfervation, that tle excdlive Cold or Heat

that is met with in many Places, is owing to other Ci_i?umi’t‘ances, than - nerely He Latitude of its
Situation. ' : : : -

The Company, foon after this Charter, profecuted the T&de to Hudfon’s-Bay, by {ending feveral Ships,
laden with Merchandize, into thefe Parts, and by erefiny Storchoufes and Fi€rories there, dnd fending
Perfons up into the Country to cultivate an Underftanding ith the Natives ; aic though it was attended
with 2 great Expence, and was a Work of Hazard and Diftulty, and that required Time and Pains to
effet and fettle a Correfpondence and Traffick with the wil difperfed Natives there, who had never feen
any Europeans before, and were Strangers to all Trade ; yerhe Company happily brought that about, and
laid the firft Foundation ; which has, mn Procefs of Time, €ablithed a confiderzble Trade to thofe Parts,
and which muft redound to this Ccmpany’s particular Merit however they may be envied by fome late
Adventurers, who having failed in another Artempt they latly miade, would now williigly reap the Fruit
of this Company’s Labour, and eftablith Factories, in Oppofitin to them, upon this Company’s Foundations.

_ This Company, befides the Difficulties and Expences they rieceflarily underwent in the Outfet of their
Trade, have, in the Courfe thereof, met with others not lefs dnfidérable : For in'the Year 1682. the Freach,
who fet up a pretended Right to fome of thofe Parts, camiin Time of Peare; with a confiderable Force,«
into the Bay, and by Surprize took feveral of the Company 8 iTtoties, with gréat Quantities of their Goods
for Trade, and Furrs therein, and committed feveral hoftile Dépredations, by which the Compiny fuftained fo~
great a Lofs, that they were forced to take 'up Money upon Bind, and otherwife ; and by this and the {ucceed-
ing War with France were difabled from makihg any Dividend for a great many Years ; viz. From 1691 t0°
1718. after the Treaty: of Uirecht, when fuch of the Company’s Fatories as had 'been taken by the Freumch,
being delivered upto the Company’s chief Officers, who wercappointéd- by her late Majefty Queen Aune, to
take Poffeflion thereof, for the Ufe of the Company, and whothereby received her Majefty’s Sanction of their
Rights 3 .and the Company being putinto Pofléffion of thofeFattoriet, - they revived: their Trade, arid in' 2.
few Years brought it into a flourifhing Condition, and havé dfé@tually-kept the French from cairying on ady
Trade in the Bay.ever finces -
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The Company have not only had the Gram_ and Ratification of the Crown, of thei:; Rights as aforefaid,
but have alfo met with the San&ion of the Legilure thereto ; and in an Inftance, the ftrongeft perhaps that
could ever have happened ; for in the Year 1706 the Parliament pafling an A& for encouraging tl}e Trade
to America, in which it being declared, It thould e lawful for all his Majefty’s Subjeéts to prade into any
Part of America without Interruption 3 a Provifo was ipferted, that ¢ nothing in that A& ﬂqogld, , extgnd to
« take away or prijudice any of the Eftates, Rights ¢ Privileges of the“\}]udfon’s-B(z_y Compan;y\',

The'compahy, befides the profecuting the faid Trade, did not neglet fending, at giiﬁ"erent times, as the

State of their Affairs and Abilities would permit them to v, feveral Ships and Veffels in Search for a North-~
welt Paffage from Hudfon’s-Bay to thz South-Seas, ang:l were 1 no fmall Expence therein, not on}y in one, but
in repeated Attempts, and loft feveral Ships, with their Officer. and Crews therein ; but after having beenat the
moft likely Places, and by all they could learn from the frdians, *hey could never find there was au Y fuch Puaf-
fage ; and thoughthe Crown has been induced formerly, as weli as very lately, to fend fome Ships on that
Search (as likewife have fome private Adventures) yet has no fuch 2affage been found, though a Reward of
20,000 /. was given by Parliament to thofe Alventurers if they hai fucceeded, as they feemed to pro-
mife ; in which Way the Legiflature thought fit o recompence them, and not by breaking in upon this Com-
pany’s Rights, or wrefting from them théir Trale or Commerce :  On thecontrary itis obfervable, That in
the Aét which gave that Reward there is containd a Provifo, that ¢ ngthmg thefein contgmed fhoulds::xtend
“ to take away or prejudice any of the Eftates, Fights or Privileges, of or beloaging to this Company.

Thefe late private Adventurers finding their Actempts in Search of a North-wet Paffage had not anfwered
their Expectations, and being tired with the Expumce of one Expedition, and, it isbelieved, fatisfied in general
that there was no fuch Paffage, and being difapjointed in their Hopes of the 20,000/ Reward they hafl
not been able to merit, they (inftead of furtherpurfuing new Difcoveries) turned their Thoughts towards
getting Settlements in old ones, as that was mge fure, and a rcady Way to reimburfe’ themielves.  For
this Purpofe they petitioned his Majefty in Cougil, for a Grant and Charter to fhare with this Company
in their Trade to Hudforn’s Bay, grounding theirfMerit on the aforefaid Attempt they had made for dii-
covering a North-weft Paflage ; and that tho® thty had not been more fuccefsful therein than this Com-
pany have been, yet, if they had a Charter, thiythould however be more fuccefsful in the Trade 5 and,
to make Way for fuch New Charter, they laid fiveral Things before his. Majefty to impeach the old Charter,
and this Company’s Condu under it : Which Petition having been referred to his Majefty’s Attorney and
Sollicitor-General, they, on hearing the Eviderce on both Sides, have reported, ““That, confidering how
“¢ long this Company had cnjoyed and acted unier their Charter, it was not advifeable for his Majclty to
“ difturb them therein 5 and, as to the particule Charges made againft the Company, that they were either
* not fufficiently fupported in Peint of Faét, o, in a great meafure, acccunted for from the Nature and
#¢ Circumftances of the Cife.”
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of making a like Applicatpn to Parliament ; ki, not- feeing any Profpect of Succefs thatr could attend
fo unreafonable a Project, nd thus defeated in 4t their Expeétations, and moved by their Difappointment,
they have now endezvourec to do this Company glf the Injury in their Power, by reprefenting them to the:
Public in a Light they dc not deferve. [ S L R ST C

" "The Manner of tie Conpany’s carrying on T}de in thofe Parts is, by Factories eftablithed on the moft:
confiderable Rivers ghat cyme into the Bay, atfuch convenient Diftance as thofe ‘Rivers will- admic the
Company’s Ships t go ; there being many and|great Falls in' the Rivers. in.thofe Parts ; aid] at which :
Faltories, the Comany lave Officers and Sersmnts they maintain all the Year, and where the Merchan--
dize the Company find yerly from England, n feveral Ships, is depofited for trafficking with the Indians,
and whieh are well tnown to the Indians, frop'the Refort they have had: thereto for a Courfe’ of Years 3
and who, upon the jrft Braking-up of the Ic i the Rivers, .come down thereto in Canoes loaden with-
Furys, from all Parts of tte Country, which tey barter with’ the Company for Brisifh Commodities they
take back in Return; and -he Company alway, take whatever they bring; and fupply them with whatever
they want ; and at Prices the Judians are nof@iffarisfied with, nor can procure them elfewhere cheaper.
And this Company, who lave brought the Trde tobe beneficial,  would readily endeavour to make it more -
fo, if it was practicable ; and their Credit is fh, that, if a: grearer - Increafe-of :Capital was found necef-
fary for fuch Purpofe, they could eafily procteit; but vnneceBarity to dé that, would only be opening a:
Door to Frauds, to the Injury of many unwag Perfoss ; which Experience has fhewn to have been the
Cafe in fome other Companies, now funk inp Pifcredits ool L. L '

The principal Articles. of Trade in thefe Pass is<fupplying the Natives Wwith Guns, and Powder and Shot,
they {ubfifting wholly by hunting: (except theE/@imaux-ndiaps, -who are Fifhers), and with Cutlery-ware,
Cloth, and fome other of the Britifb Manufaéhires; and the. Company take in Return the Furs of the wild’
Beafts the Jndians kill, and which are of viriospSorts; anth gmongf themularge Quantities-of Beaver,  Which'
are all brought to England by the Company, and fold to the Furriers here at Two publick Sales in the Yeas
by Auction, to their intire Satisfation, and who carry on the valuable Manufacture of Hats therewith :
The Company alfo tride with the E/ffimaux Iidians in the Streights and Northern Parts of the Bay for
‘Whalebone ahd Oil, and allow their Captains. 25 /. per Cent. on the neat Produce thereof, to encourage
that Traffick, thofe Jnaians being dextrous in tle killing Whales they meet with in thofe Parts,

From thg Nature of ¢his Trade, it is apprehcgded,' if icWasfl‘aid open (but which, it is conceived, cannot
be, without the greateft Violation of this Compay’s Charter), it would not long fubfift, nor be able to with-
ftand ‘any Injury offered by ftraggling Traders ‘o the Natives in thofe Parts, with whom a Confidence has
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been gained only by great good Ufage, and who have no Force to prote¢t themfelves, but would foon
be checked and put an End to: Neither might the Frech be fo effectually kept out from trading in the
Bay, as they have been for a Courfe of Years latt paft ; nor, perhaps, all the Furs procured there by the
Englifb be brought home to England, as they are now by this Company, to the intire Satisfattion of all the
Furriers, and to the great Inrichment of this Kingdom, but be carried to other Parts, and there manufactured,
as is well known to be the Cafe in New-England, with cefpect to many of the moft valuable Furs pro-
cured there. '

It is obvious likewife, that there muft be Fa&ories mairtained, or no Trade could be carried on with any
Succefs to thefe Parts, where the Natives live difperfed, aid where the Summer-feafon is fo fhort, and the Ri-
vers are open fo little Time, that the Merchandize muft be in Readinefs, to difpatch them on their firft
coming down 5 and fo likewife muft the Loadings be gotin Readinefs for the Ships to return to Ezrope, or
they would be incapable of getting back that Year throughthe Streights, by reafon of the'lce; and Factories
cannot well be maintained, but by a Society or Company « Men 3 and no particular Set of Perfons can pre-
tend ec}ual Merit to intitle them to this Trade with the preent Company, who have begun and brought it to
its prefent flourithing States; which makes it the prefentObject of Envy to fome, who would willingly
change Hands with the Company, and get into their Placs.

To fettle this Country with Colonies from England, is conceived to be impraticable ; nor does
indeed the Charter feem to have had that much in View ; Hr the Snow lies here Three Parts of the Year, and
the Froft is never out of the Ground ; and, in the Midftof Summer, there are frequent fharp Frofts in the
Nights ; and the Country is fo unfertile, that the Englifh «t the Factories are forced to be fupplied with the
greateft Part of their Provifions from England: And, as to Corn, they cannot raife nor procure any, but
what is fent them from hence. No Jndians thereabouts were ever feen with any, nor any thing like Bread ;
and they are often reduced to the greateft Diftrefs for want of Food.

Upon the whole, it is humbly hoped, That the Fudfon’s Bay Company, who were the firf}
Difeoverers of, and Adventurers in, this Trade; and who, after grear Expences and
Loffés, have brought the Trade to be beneficial ; will appear Deferving to be Supported
therein.






