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MINUTES op PXBST MEETING.

Niagara, 26th March, 1S34.

"* »“«"«"« gj^yys”-1 **• "*

The Rev. ROBERT McGILL in the Chair.

Tap
place in the Presbyterian

rceo
1st—Moved bv Mr. John Oakley.and seconded by the Bwjfr 

„,5r, rhAt ti i the duty of Christians to unite their efforts for

Essseesss
Tract Society in Niagara.

. Druma•siïKSïSsaî^mou

fitat Wednesday in September next.

4th—Moved bv Dr. fVhitelaw. and seconded by Mr.

surrounding Townships, that the resourcei aad usefulness of the 

Society may be extended.

Hth—Moved by Ma. Garbxer, and seconded by the Rev. Mr 
McIntosh that a/thc history of the Church in every age. nafods

M.yrrJ&tiaretsaSgsgs»aa«firwss
then cloecd with prayer.
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plan and regulations.

This Society to le designated the Religious Tiact Society of
1.

Niagara. Sooî 
Vue pre 
into eft 
supply 
At the 
male C 
has be 
Ueposi 
the rep 

You 
their ti 
to the 
which 
of our 
Societ; 
month 
expect 
it; tin 
cheeri 
tho ot 
he d< 
Zion, 
cause.

2. The Tracts to be circulated by it, to be those published Ly 
the Tract Society in London.

3. One»frurth of the funds shall he tranjUted Jo U,e
parent institution through such a channel as tl
appoint.

4. EachÏÏÊ.Ï2 »

the amount of one 
donations.

annual subscriber of five shillings and upwards shall
5. Each 

be a member.

p. Each subscriber of five pounds at one time shall Le a mem. 
her for life.

7. Th» im.inf.s of til. lockty ;I.«H b»i«ma,;,l»dbvnComml.. 
fee of fifleeii meml-ere, or opwetde.logoi iei '^ A1

miltec constitute a quotum.

8. That the Com,nittee shall appoint a 
who shall pay the amount of their receipts to the lriasitots

when required.
In

- . 9. The Committee shall meet every three months, or eftener 
if requited.

recen 
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stren^ 
and ( 
tionn]

10. A .«ml meeting of lf,e .Ml I*

be ; liuud uudci the tliirctiui cl theii!g« of the |-n>l roar 
i i.tla icjx-iv igacd u,cu w 
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Soon after the formation of the "/^cly

. 1 a"»«££

sfi i=«™ ^^^àsSïtotoï'male Collectors, by whose assuluity a coroiaera

XSTiJiM».»
"tT'Commit M M «.«ought to ^
thoirfl'^riiviX1 Sm-awe of success with 
lo the Most Hig crown the commencement
which hehas been pietweit considered that the
of our undertaking. Wuen 1 . five
Society has not been in operation f“ “^r “ "r be 
months, and that many whoso at “““
expected, have not ; 
it, there is reason o

may
mitv of extending

\ gratitude to tied on ^iccount^f tho _
'■hearing prospecte of success ““ “CODnot
tho objects of the society are letter L • u of 
bo doubted ^LmjyjhOtode-.ro».a,4ePlen4y il$
Zion, will bo

“Inïettï of the Secretary of the London Reli. 
gious Tract Society, unfolding the pointcd

i'-rasc”1sSiX®-*

in this

roce

FIRST AXIÏVAL REPORT.
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“ fountain of the New Testament, should run from be«
“ ginning to end ; uucontarcinatcd with error, undistur- 
‘•bed with human systems, clear as crystal, like the 

[*' river of life. There should be nothing in them of the 
; ,x Shibboleth of a Sect ; nothing of the accrimony of 
f “ contending parties, against those that differ from 

them ; but that unity of principle, whereby all, who 
41 are looking for the <nercy of the Lord Jesus Christ,

4“ unto eternal life, can unite with pleasure, as in one 
‘“great common cause. Nor should any wordly scheme 
“be interwoven with the truth, nor attempted to be 
“ concealed under its folds. There should not be seen 
“ the slightest vestige of any carnal end in any form 

or for any purpose, however laudihle some may think 
it, nothing but divine truth, unmingled, unadulterated, 

“ pure as it came from heaven, and fit for the whole 
“human race to imbibe.” In these great principles- 
every Christian will agree—by whatever distinctive 
name we may be called ; we are free to unite our 
efforts in disseminating those essential fundamental 
truths of our common faith, in which we arc all agreed, 
—and in this department of Christian enterprise wa 
may forget the minuter differences of sect and paity, 
muster under the same banner, and go forth to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty.

Your Committee lmmbly conceive that the dissemi- 
ation of religious truth by tracts is peculiarly adapted 
to the circumstances of this province. It is not to be 
expected that the regular ministration of divine ordi­
nances can be often enjoyed amidst its thinly scattered 

population. Without going beyond the boundaries of 
«fluf Own district, it is too evident, that there are many 
V|ft -cs, where when the Sabbath day comes, there is 
p- . •* stated ordinances of the sanctuary to which the 
not the , repair, to cherish the fervour of holy senti- 
people can ^ero are but few books to preserve the 
ment, and Y~crcfl truth. In such circumstances
knowle g® nrca».hers” might be the means for a time, 
'teS0 £ in soO« small degree this deficiency, of 

preserving a desire lot divine things, which might other. 
Te lecom extinct, an* of FonwUng «mon emeeg
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9
Christians, who might otherwise he disunited ; and thus 
there might be colluded in many spots throughout the 
wilderness, Churches, who might continue “ stqdfastly

breuk-

un from be* 
or, undistur- 
;al, like the 
them of the 

ccrimony of 
differ from 

by all, who 
Jesus Christ, 
e, as in one 
>rdly scheme 
mpted to be 
not be seen 

in any form 
e may think 
ladulteratcd, 
r the whole 
it principles- 
r distinctive 
to unite our 
fundamental 
c all agreed, 
nterprise we 
t and paity, 
forth to the

in the Apostles doctrine, and fellowship, and in 
iuff of bread, and in prayer."

Resides it cannot be denied, that a largo portion 
of the inhabitants throughout the District, partly from 
want ot a religions education, and partly from long 
destitution of religions ordinances, have fallen into a 
state of deep spiritual indifference, in which they care 
for none of these things, live without God and with­
out religious hope in the world. The Bible is with 
them a neglected book, and when on opportunity of 
attending the preaching of the word docs occur, they will 
not make the slightest effort to emb ace it. Thus (hero 
is no small danger that both the doctrines and institu­
tions of the gospel of salvation will be utterly forgotten 
by them. The distribution of religious Tracts offers 
one means of checking such a movement towards abso­
lute heathenism. Were such as mourn over the prevail­
ing ungodliness to put now and then into the hands of 
those around them a few well selected Tracts, accom* 
panied with affectionate remonstrance, and fervent pray­
er, the divine blessing would not be denied. From these 
more precious than sybillino leaves, some sentence might 
catch the eye of one who had practically denied the 
Lord that bought him, and might bring him back an 
humble worshipper of the cross, the obligations to which 
he had almost forgotten.

By efforts of this kind combined as they will always 
lie with other mean0, ordained for the extension of tbo 
Church, we might hope that God will cause her to take 
deep root, and fill the land ; that she will send out her 
boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.

Your Committee are perfectly aware that the end for 
which this society is instituted, cannot be answered by 
the mere collection of funds, and keeping a large supply 
of Tracts in the Depository. These are only means 
to an end ; funds are necessary for the purchase of 
Tracts, but the Tracts are only as so much waste papee 
if tfiey le/t to lie oo tfio book shelves of the Pepo-

the dissemi- 
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/ sitory Agents arc wauled to distribute them, ami,) our 

committee would earnestly urge ou every subscriber to 
take a personal interest in the work o: distribution.
By a law of the society every subscriber is entitled to 
Tracts equal in value to half the sura ho has subscribed. 
Let each subscriber make a judicious distribution of 
these at least, and the society will Lave reason io rejoice
in the number of its agents.

It forms one port of the plan ot this society, to 
remit a portion ot its funds to the parent institution in 
London—with the view of extending the distribution of 
Tracts in Heathen Lands. The sum which will ho 
thus appropriated, can for the present only he small, 
bat it becomes us thus to express our interest in the 
benevolent plans of the parent society , ar.d our obliga­
tions as those who have tasted ot the good word of C«od, 
to bear a part in the evangilization of the world. Tho 
Gospel wherever its power is felt, expands tho soul with 
its own heavenly charity, and awakens the desire that 
all nations may share in its unsearchable riches. 

r Whether therefore we look upon the promising fields 
opened up, for the dissemination of religious truth by 
Tract distribution, in this or in foreign lands, wo ought 
to be encouraged to greater and more persevering exer­
tions. Though few in number and oflimited resources, 
we may bear a part in the blessed work. Nor will the 
drop wo let fall undistinguished by human eye. into tho 
vast tide of Christian enterprize, ever lose its individu- 
ftlitv before the eye of God, or fail of its reward.

While the Committee return thanks to the collectors 
who this night retire from office, they fervently hops' 
that those who shall be appointed to succeed them, 
may manifest still greater diligence, and meet with still 
larger success, and be highly honoured as co-workeis 
together trjjh Qod [n thq redemption of the world.
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■ o Cash remitted Tract Society of Kingston, 
'o printing Plan and Constitution

:'<> f-eight of Tracts, paid..............................
!'o balance on hand.........................................

1.3'.
Sej'f. 7-

18.

57,’'. Nin^ra Auxiliary to the London Religious Tract Society,

E. E»
3DUT! 3iS©^ITiSo

Treasurer.
N;ao\ia, l7rn S ;rn bka, 1S34.
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Cr.Deposiloric s Account.Bs*.
d.<•</. n _

1I| ! By amount, paid Subscribers, in Tracts.
'By amount delivered for distribution...
By amount sold, (see Treasurer’s Account) 

i By balance remaining on hand in Depositary

3To amount of Tracts received from Kingston 
per George Hardy, Depositary, per Gil-, 
■si for Case and Cartage at Kingston, 
included ia the above bill

5 0
II10G 13 10

5i13 1316
£5i13

£

E. E.
W* B, EEXM.BR,N14.QMU, 17th Septembbr, 1834.
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£
0
0
0 1
0 10
0 2

k0 5
0 2
0 5
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 8 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 3 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

15 0

t.i

5 0
1 3
5 2*
5 0
2 6
5 0
5 0
2 6
2 0
5 6
5 0
5 0
5 0

1 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 6 0- 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0
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1

Addison, Mrs.
Atkin, George E.
Beamer, Daniel 
Berry and Somerside, Rev. Messrs# 
Brown, Joseph
Burns, John (St; Catherine’s,) 
Burns, John (Niagara,)
Burns) R. E.
Butler, William 
Cameron, William 
Cathline, A. Philip 
Clement, Joseph 
Clement, Mrs.
Clench, Ralfe 
Cole, Mr.
Crysler, R. & J.
Dickson, D. & C.
Drummond, P.
Field, Nathan 
A Friend,
A Friend,
Harrington, Mrs.
Harvey, Mrs. James 
Heron, Christopher 
Hill, I.
Hutchison, William 
Hutchison, Matthew 
Jones, Mrs,
Koune, Mrs.
Lockhart, James 
Long, Mr. ..
Melville, Captain 
Meneilly, John sen.
Miller, W. D.
Mills, Mary 
Moore, Dr,
M'Bride, Anne 
M'Gill, Rev, Robert 
Macnamara, Mrs.
Newell, Mra.
Ockley, John

• •
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Tortcr, Dr.
Raymond, Miss H. 
Richardson and Hall, 
Rogers, John 
Smith, Miss 
Stevens, George 
Stocking, Mrs. 
Stocking and Urier, 
Thatcher, Mrs. 
Thorold, Mrs. 
Thorp, Mrs.
Thorp, Mary 
Whitelaw, Mrs: 
Young, Mrs.

Amount of Sale of Tracts»

Niagara, 17th September, 1884,
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