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PREFACE

N this attempt candidly to appreciate and describe
the spirit of the two groups of colonists who were
contending for the control of the North American
continent, extracts from contemporary documents
are largely used to illustrate the points of resemblance
and difference in the methods and policy adopted by
the neighbouring colonists, or permitted by the parent
states to be practised by them. Certain phases,
therefore, of colonial life are described in detail, out of
proportion perhaps to their actual importance, because
they illustrate such resemblances or differences. Champ-
lain’s own narrative is the most reliable record of the
doings of France on the St. Lawrence during thirty
years of the seventeenth century. Bradford’s Journal
describes with minute detail the social and economic
growth of the Plymouth Colony; whereas, from the
narrative written by Winthrop—the first Governor of
the Bay State—we deduce the process by which was
built up out of a trading company’s charter, a Con-
stitutional State. It expresses the spirit of indepen-
dence which from the first possessed the colonists, their
determination to resist any interference by the mother
country, and the freedom with which they engaged in
negotiations with their French neighbours, irrespective
of the interest or the influence of the mother country.
These different phases of colonial growth and policy

are conspicuously illustrated in these two important
il




iv Preface

documents from which I have copied freely. I do not
think I misrepresent the prevailing temper of the
colonists in the extracts I have made.

I may be forgiven, if guilty of autoplagiarism, for
borrowing so largely, in my chapters on New France,
from my own published writings.

J. D.

New York, September, 1912,
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New England and New France

CHAPTER I

MOTIVES AND METHODS OF NORTH AMERICAN
COLONISATION

N the discovery of the North American continent,
and in the exploitation of its resources, private
enterprise has generally taken the lead of government
initiative. It is, however, difficult to estimate the
relative share of influence which should be assigned to
these two forces; for while the acts of government are
generally fully recorded, the enterprises of individuals
or of private corporations in the development of trade
in new territory are in most instances, for commercial
reasons, sedulously concealed from publication. Cer-
tain expeditions are matters of history, such as those of
John and Sebastian Cabot, made by command of Henry
VII, on whose discoveries England founded her claim
to Newfoundland and the northern coast of North
America. Verrazano's voyage, made in the interest
of France, gave France as shadowy a right to a large
section of the continent. Cortereal’s exploration in
the same region, supported by Portugal, resulted in
no territorial claim or contentions. Estevan Gomez,
in the interest of Spain, as late as 1524, sailed south
%




2 New England and New France

from Cape Breton in search of a passage to Cathay.*
Jacques Cartier's three explorations, made in 1534-1535
and 1542, gave France undisputed possession of the
St. Lawrence and its vast drainage area. Henry
Hudson's discovery of the Hudson, and subsequently
of Hudson Bay, had a distinctly historical influence.
Even Frobisher's, Davis’s, and other perilous voyages,
made with the fruitless object of discovering a north-
west passage, secured to England and her colonies
rights over vast arctic tracts, conceived to be valueless,
but which may hereafter prove to be quite the reverse.

Great as was the energy and lavish the money
devoted to these national expeditions, they were trifling
in comparison with what merchants and sailors, from
commercial motives, then expended in discovery by
land and sea.

Though fisher folk may not have preceded Cabot to
Newfoundland, or Verrazano to the more southerly
coast of the continent, they certainly soon followed;
and brought back with them an abundant fund of
information which passed from man to man, and gave
the traders and seamen the knowledge they required
to assist them in engaging in trade, the success of
which was the main motive of colonisation. It is fair
to assume that the few published narratives of North
America, by the commercial class, describe a very in-
significant part of the travelling done by enterprising
merchants and hardy fishermen, who were attracted
to the mainland and to its adjacent islands, from the
Hudson to Labrador, by the inshore fishing and the
trade in furs. When John Rut, in 1527, entered the
harbour of St. John, he found in it eleven Norman,
one Breton, and two Portuguese fishing vessels, but no

* For documents bearing on these early voyages, see Biggar's The
Precursors of Jacques Cartier.

ref




Motives and Methods of Colonisation 3

Englishmen. When in 1534 Cartier explored the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, most of the conspicuous fea-
tures of northern and southern Newfoundland, and of
the Labrador coast had already received distinctive
names; but the south-western shores of the Island, the
southern shore of the Gulf, and all of the upper St.
Lawrence and its tributaries had been unexplored.
His two first voyages in 1534 and 1535-1536 were made
for discovery only. On his third, in 1541-1542, he
was the forerunner of Roberval, who was commissioned
to found the first European colony on the North Ameri-
can continent. He failed, and sixty-eight years elapsed
before the experiment was repeated in the same region
by Champlain, under de Monts, with partial success.
But Cartier had blazed the trail, and intercourse by
fur merchants with the Indians was conducted during
the interval, as we infer from a letter, preserved by
Hakluyt, written by Jacques Noél, Cartier’s nephew, in
1553 to Moses Growte, correcting some inaccuracies on
a certain map of North America, by reference to his
own observations and to a map of his uncle's which he
says has been lent to his two sons, Michael and John,
then in Canada. The writer promises that if, on their
return, he learned from them anything new, worth re-
cording, he would communicate it. There is no reason
to suppose that any of these traders extended their
operations beyond Hochelaga, the limit of Cartier's
explorations. They more generally confined them to
the mouth of the Saguenay, for Tadousac was the
great centre of Indian barter when Champlain founded
his colony in 1608. It was then, no doubt, as Lake
St. John now is, a rendezvous of the Algonquin tribes,
who hunted for skins over the Labrador promontory
and wandered north-westerly to the land of their distant
kinsfolk, the Crees.
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According to Lescarbot, the said Jacques Noél and
his relative, the Sieur de la Journaye, obtained from
Henry III, in 1588, a monopoly of the fur trade, on
condition of their establishing a colony in Canada.
This commission, if really given, was cancelled before
it expired, for Henry IV, in 1598, conferred the com-
mission of King's Lieutenant, with all the high-
sounding powers and privileges with which Roberval
had been endowed, on Le Sieur Marquis de La
Roche.

If ships navigated these dangerous waters, during
this obscure period, little or nothing was published. So
deficient is the average sailor in the historical instinct,
that in the latter half of the sixteenth century a
revolution, and probably a sanguinary Indian war, was
being conducted under their eyes, on the upper St.
Lawrence, by which one race of Indians was displaced
by another, and yet not a hint of what really occurred
has been preserved.

A few private adventurers have, however, left records
of their observations. There accompanied Captain
Gosnold on his voyage to the New England coast on
the Concord, in 1602, a Mr. Brereton, who wrote a
relation which proves that the coast was well known to
traders and fishers. He found the Indians peaceably
disposed; and some of them dressed in European
clothes. After trading with the natives on the main-
land and two of the large islands, presumably Martha's
Vineyard and two of the Elizabeth group, Captain
Gosnold left some of the members of the crew behind
and sailed back with a full and profitable cargo to
England.

Brereton's narrative possesses two features of special
interest. He points out the peculiar advantages of
these shores as a field for English colonisation.

SN A A S A ea s
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“Then to conclude, as we of all other nations are most
fit for a discovery and planting in remote places; even so,
under the heauens there is no place to be found so con-
venient for such a purpose; by reason of the tempera-
ture, commodities, apt fite for trade, and repair thither
already of so many ships, which in any other frequented
countrey, can not be procured in a man'’s age, nor with
expense of halfe a million.”*

And he foresees that a highway to the East will be
found, not through the north-west Arctic passage, but
through the navigable waters, which, he assumes, rise
in some mountain ranges in the heart of the continent,
and flow in opposite directions, and whose sources
would be connected for commerce by a portage of prob-
ably not over one hundred leagues.

Hesays: “For this we know alreadie, that great riuers
haue beene discouered a thousand English miles into
that continent of America; namely, that of S. Laurence
or Canada. But not regarding miles more or lesse,
most assuredly, that and other knowen riuers there, doe
descend from the highest parts of mountaines, or middle
of that continent, into our North sea, which is on the
backe of that continent.

“For all mountaines haue their descents toward the
seas about them, which are the lowest places and proper
mansions of water: and waters (which are conteined
in the mountaines, as it were in cisternes) descending
naturally, doe alwaies resort unto the seas invironing
those lands.

“Seeing then in nature this can not be denied, and
by experience elsewhere is found to be so, I will shew

* A Briefe and True Relation of the Discoverie of the North Part of

Virginia, 1602. Reproduced in the Massachusetts Historical Society’s
Collection, 3rd Series, VIII.
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how a trade may be disposed more commodiously into
the South sea thorow these temperate and habitable
regions, than by the frozen Zones in the supposed
passages of North-west or North-east.

“Therefore foure Staple-places must be erected,
when the most short and passable way is found; that
is to say, two upon the North side, at the head and fal
of the riuer; and two others on the South side, at the
head and fal also of that other riuer.

“Prouided, that ships may passe up those riuers
unto the Staples, so farre as the same be nauigable
into the land; and afterwards, that boats with flat
bottomes may also passe so high and neere the heads
of the riuers unto the Staples, as possibly they can,
euen with lesse than two foot water, which can not then
be far from the heads; as in the riuer Chagre.

““That necke or space of land betweene the two heads
of the said riuers, if it be 100 leagues (which is not like)
the commodities from the North and from the South
sea brought thither, may wel be carried ouer the same
upon horses, mules or beasts of that countrey apt to
labour (as the elke or buffel) or by the aid of many
Saluages accustomed to burdens; who shall stead us
greatly in these affaires.”

The author was correct in assuming that to our
temperate zone the most energetic of mankind would be
tempted, and his anticipations of the real highway to
the East across our continent, by water and road, were
almost prophetic.

France really preceded England, as a coloniser, when
she proposed to transplant Frenchmen to the valley of
the St. Lawrence under Roberval; but the English patent,
by Queen Elizabeth to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, trans-
ferred to Sir Walter Raleigh, and his futile attempt to

-l et O.0n A 0 s =




Motives and Methods of Colonisation 7
colonise Virginia, antedated La Roche’s fatal enterprise.
On the other hand, France really succeeded in planting
colonists in 1'Acadie and on the Maine coast four years
before the Virginia Company established the colony
of Jamestown in Virginia. Initial failure and initial
success were equally divided between the two competing
powers. Yet the dates of the foundation of the im-
portant, successful, permanent colonies are so close
together that, were it not that we know the motives of
each group to be so well defined and so diverse, we would
judge that jealousy and rivalry were the moving
impulses. De Monts's concession, under which Nova
Scotia was first colonised, was dated 1603. The
Virginia charter was signed in 1606, and the first
colonists landed at Jamestown in 1609. Meanwhile
Champlain, as De Monts's agent, established a fur-
trading post at Quebec in 1608. The Pilgrims landed
in Plymouth in 1620, and the first Puritans under
Endicott come out in 1627. Thus originated within
two decades competing commercial companies which
developed into political organizations that for a century
and a half contended for the control of trade, and later
for the actual possession of the continent. If we regard
the Maximilian invasion of Mexico as the dying effort of
France to recover power and influence, we may extend
the period of struggle to two centuries and a half.
When we analyse the methods of the two govern-
ments, we find that both used commercial companies
to secure and hold additional territory for the nation,
and to advance primarily the commerce of the parent
state. But, from the first, the attitude of the two
governments towards their colonists was diametrically
different. This is made apparent in the condition of
the charters given to Sir Humphrey Gilbert and Sir
Walter Raleigh by England and to La Roche by France.
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The English colonists were allowed to manage their
own internal affairs. They were treated as English-
men merely transplanted to an expanded England, and
expected to have the interests of the mother country at
heart; while free to modify their laws so as to meet the
altered conditions of their life. The French colonists
were to be ruled by France, and by French officials,
under feudal laws and traditions. The letters patent,
issued in 1538 to Sir Humphrey Gilbert by Queen
Elizabeth, recognised the right of the patentee to make
“such statutes, laws and ordinances as shall be by him,
the said Sir Humphrey, his heirs and assigns, or every
and any of them, devised or established for the better
government of the &aid people as aforesaid.” Sir
Humphrey did not avail himself of his privileges, but
six years later Queen Elizabeth gave Walter Raleigh,*
Sir Humphrey Gilbert's half-brother, a patent, under
which he and his heirs and assigns had full power to
dispose of the lands which he might colonise, “in fee
simple or otherwise, according to the order of the law
of England, as neere as the same conveniently may be.”
Furthermore, the patent recognised that the colonists
from the old country and those native born “shall and
may have all the privileges of denizens and persons
native of England and within our allegiance in such
like form as if they were borne and personally resident
within our said Realme of England, any law, custome
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding;”? as a
consequence, the patent conferred on Walter Raleigh,
his heirs, etc., full power to make laws for ‘‘the better
government of the said people. . . so always as the
said statutes, lawes and ordinances may be, as nere
as conveniently may bee, to the forme of lawes of
England.”

* Hildreth, i., p. 8o. * Hakluyt, vol. ii., p. 280.

o+ A et mem A




Motives and Methods of Colonisation 9

Sir Walter at once took steps to execute the commis-
sion thus conferred on him, for Sir Richard Grenville
conducted Ralph Lane’s colony to Virginia in the
following year. The plans all miscarried, but with the
misfortunes of the Lane colonists and those of the
subsequent John White expedition, we have not to deal.

Turning now to France, Henry III gave a concession
to the Sieur de La Roche in 1598. The terms of the
concession indicate already the pattern on which
French colonies were to be constituted; and although
his enterprise was a most unhappy failure, still, as
foreshadowing the future policy of France in the New
World, the terms of the deed are worth quoting. The
document commences by recountir.g Francis I's effort
to found a colony under Roberval, and his (Henry's)
ambition to carry out his ancestor’s project. To that
end he confers on the Sieur de La Roche like powers
and constitutes him Lieutenant-General of the said
country of Canada, Hochelaga, Newfoundland, Labra-
dor, the River of the Great Bay of Norembégue, and
the land adjacent to the said provinces and rivers,
which are of great length and extent, and nevertheless
uninhabited by the subjects of Christian princes.
Within the limits of his jurisdiction de La Roche is
given authority to exercise ample civil and religious
jurisdiction, to make laws, statutes, and ordinances,
enforce obedience, punish or pardon delinquents,
remit penalties; it being always understood that these
powers are not to be exercised in any countries under
control of any other prince or potentate who is a friend,
ally, or confederate of France. In order to increase the
goodwill, courage, and loyalty of those who shall take
part in the said expedition, and likewise of those who
shall remain in the country, there is conferred on him
the power to cede portions of the land which he shall
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have acquired in the proposed exploration, with full
rights of property to the persons on whom they shall
be bestowed and to their successors, namely, gentlemen
and those whom he shall judge to be persons of merit;
such grants to be in the form of fiefs, seigneuries,
chdtellenies, comtés, vicomtés, baronnies and other dig-
nities in fealty to the King as he may judge suitable
to the particular services of each individual, on condi-
tion of their serving in the defence of the said countries.
On others of meaner condition the land shall be con-
ferred, subject to such charge and annual rent as he
shall prescribe.

“Nevertheless,” the commission adds, ‘‘our inten-
tion is that they shall be relieved from the pay-
ment of dues for the first six years, or for such other
terms as our lieutenant shall deem right and necessary;
but these exemptions are in no case to include freedom
from military service. Also on the return of our said
lieutenant he may distribute to others who have taken
part in the voyage the gains and profits accruing from
said enterprise, giving one third to those who make the
voyage, retaining one third to cover his own costs and
expenses; the other third to be applied to works for the
common advantage, on fortifications, on the expenses of
war; and that our lieutenant may be the better aided
in the said enterprise, power is given him to seek the
assistance of, and enlist in the army, all gentlemen,
merchants and others, our subjects, in person or by
representative, who wish to take part in the said voyage,
to pay for crews or equipments, and to furnish ships
at their own expense. But what we do forbid in express
terms is that they trade without the knowledge or
consent of our said lieutenant, under penalty of for-
feiture of their goods and vessels on discovery of their
crime,”

2 s s
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Motives and Methods of Colonisation 11

The commission was signed by Henry III on the
12th of January, 1598. It gave the concessionaire
greater freedom of action than French colonists were
subsequently allowed, but it imposed on them the feu-
dal land tenure with all its embarrassing conditions.

Colonising through commercial companies, with con-
cessions, was a cheap method of securing imperial
expansion then and is practised to-day for the same
reason. But now, as then, Great Britain interferes
as little as possible with her colonists, and other
European Powers regard a stricter control as neces-
sary to imperial interests, both state and commer-
cial. In fact, English colonies of the seventeenth and
nineteenth centuries originated in popular enterprises,
were protected by the parent state, and endowed with
certain constitutional rights. The colonies of France
and other European Powers have generally been sug-
gested by considerations of state, and have been beau-
reaucratically governed by officials from headquarters.

As to the motives which actuated the colonists
themselves: In one respect Sir Humphrey Gilbert's
ruling passion, and that of his successors, differed from
that of later colonial leaders. They hated the Spaniards,
and therefore proposed to block Spanish expansion
northward, by planting Englishmen as near as possible
to the Spanish outposts. The later Virginia colonists
had really no such controlling passion. The ostensible
motive of the later English colonies was purely com-
mercial. Their existence came about as follows:

Captain Waymouth, returning from one of the first
fruitless attempts to solve the north-west passage
problem, put into the mouth of the River Penmaquad
(Gorges River) and carried off five natives. The In-
dians told such wonderful tales of the country, that an
expedition under Captain Challons was sent out in
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1606, but he fell into the hands of the Spaniards. His
friends, in their impatience, before they knew of his
fate, despatched Captain Pringe in search of him.
He returned without Captain Challons, but with such
glowing accounts of the North American coast that
Chief-Justice Popham and other influential men
secured the patent of the Virginia Company. This
authorised the establishment of two colonies, that of
the south or of Virginia, under London mercantile
patronage, and that of the north under the direction
and the expected protection of West Country adven-
turers. The Londoners at once organised the Virginia
Colony under Sir Thomas Gale, Sir George Summers,
and others, and sent the first instalment of colonists
to James River in 1609. The West Country Knights,
yentlemen, and Merchants had already, in 1607, fitted
out an expedition to New England under Captain
Popham, which did some trading but no colonising.

The Virginia Company was a trading as well as a
colonisation company, and both sections of it, the
south and the north, began their active operations, as
commercial corporations, expecting to share profits
between English and colonial shareholders. In both
instances the colonial shareholders soon absorbed the
interests of their English partners, and the colonists,
especially the New Englanders, became energetic
merchants on their own account. The Plymouth
colonists, after seven years of co-partnership, bought
out their old England colleagues. The interest of the
London Planters in Massachusetts Bay Company was
as short lived. But the South Virginia Company, or
Virginia Company proper, was a much more important
commercial enterprise than either of the Massachusetts
companies, for while a secondary motive of the Vir-
ginia undertaking may have been the curbing of
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Spanish aggression, the primary object was money
making. Moreover, neither the shareholders in Eng-
land, the adventurers, the planters, nor the casual
emigrants were moved by religion or by any high
controlling emotion to subscribe money or jeopardise
their lives in the venture. A broadside published by
Brown, in The Genesis of the United States reads like
a modern prospectus,® inviting subscriptions to the
stock, and tempting emigrants to migrate by offering
fictitious allurements.?

According to Wodenoth? the subscriptions to the
company in 1609, presumably the original subscrip-
tions, by “worthy patriots, lords, Knights and gentle-
men, merchants and others,” amounted to £200,000.
But by 1624 the London Company was bankrupt and
was dissolved by Act of Parliament. It had been
reorganised in 1619, when the communal tenure of land
was replaced by individual ownership, as had taken
place in New Plymouth after even a shorter experience
of the communistic system.

In 1620 the Pilgrims and their friends used this same
Virginia patent to colonise north Virginia, but were
endowed with more explicit, or, as some writers consider,
more ambiguous powers, by an additional instrument
under the hand of James I. The Puritan exodus
followed in 1627-28. After trying the experiment of
partnership in codperative commercial enterprises,
and involving themselves in embarrassment and much
vexation of spirit, the Pilgrims and their brothers of

* A. Brown's The Genesis of the United States, vol. i., p. 248.

* General Archives of Simancas, Department of State. Copy of a
document on the cover of which is said: “To be sent to H. M.
the King." Inclosed in the letter of Don Pedro Zuniga, dated March §
(February 23). Concerning the Plantation of Virginia, New Britain.

3A. Brown's The Genesis of the United States, vol. i., p. §1.
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the Bay developed, in spite of imperial repressive
regulations, an extensive and remunerative foreign
trade. They took to the sea; the southern planters
took to the land.

Pelf was, nevertheless, not the lure of the Puritans.
Both the Pilgrims and the Puritans looked to trade
under the charter, for their support, and they proved
to be very keen merchants. But they left the mother
country, not for the purpose of money making, but to
secure territory, far from England’s control, on which
to propagate their own religious notions and found
separate states on theocratic lines, under a system of
theocratic statecraft. They therefore interpreted their
charter more liberally than did the Virginia colonists,
the great body of whom felt no reluctance to the
appointment of a royal governor.

The English settlers, who emigrated to Massachusetts
and Connecticut, may have stretched the intention of
their charters, liberal as they were under any inter-
pretation. They were smarting under what they
considered as ecclesiastical tyranny; and though
opposition to the political encroachments of the Stuarts
had not yet assumed organic shape in England, the
spirit of the Commonwealth was already brewing, and
that spirit from first to last actuated the Separatists
of New Plymouth and the Puritans of the Bay. They,
and their fathers before them, had been accustomed to
a certain measure of self-government—more than that
possessed by any people but the Dutch—and they were
jealous of the slightest suspicion of any approach to
state encroachment.

The course of English history had for centuries been
toward popular government. As the Great Council
of the Norman Kings grew into the English Parliament,
the power of the barons shrunk and the kings were
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Motives and Methods of Colonisation 15

forced to rely on their people for money. When
Edward the First submitted to the Great Councils of
the Estates of the Realm, composed of the burgesses
of the towns, in 1265, the right of the people alone to
vote supplies was acknowledged, and the foundation
was laid of the edifice which Charles I tried in vain to
overthrow. They were the descendants of the English-
men of the thirteenth century who brought to this
continent in the seventeenth century the traditions
and habits of their ancestors. As the power of the
purse controls peace or war, through the expenditures
on the army and navy, self-government inevitably
follows such control.

Whether, therefore, the territorial charters, with
which, as individuals or as corporations, they were
endowed, conferred on them the right of self-govern-
ment, the settlers under these charters assumed it.
But, in fact, the English kings recognised in the in-
struments they issued, this inherited tendency of their
subjects who settled beyond the sea.

Educated to such habits and inflamed with the
progressive aspirations of the age, before even they
left England, and still more when they landed on the
North American shore, far from central control, they
irresistibly proceeded to carry into practice ideas which
heretofore had not received expression. Breathing,
as we ourselves do, the stimulating atmosphere of a
new continent, with all its incalculable possibilities, we
must judge of their apparent inconsistencies by the
changes in the point of view, which so rapidly occur in
the opinions and actions of men who migrate in our own
day from the Eastern to the Western sections of the
United States or Canada. Aspirations and theories,
which were nebulous and impracticable in old and
stereotyped communities, seem quite the reverse to
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those who, free from the trammels of old statutes,
think themselves able to reconstitute society and the
world.

The inherited instincts and habits of Frenchmen were
the reverse of those of Englishmen—hence the matter-
of-fact way with which the French colonists submitted
to the bureaucratic rule of the mother country.

The only attempts at independent colonisation by
Frenchmen were those made by the Huguenots at the
instigation of Admiral Coligny. Had Coligny selected
the shores of Northern North America, instead of Brazil
and Florida, as a refuge for the Huguenots, it is possible
that a voluminous stream of discontented Frenchmen
with republican notions and acute clerical hatred, might
have flowed into the St. Lawrence Valley. Such an
element, even though French, might have framed a
constitution for themselves; asserted and secured self-
government, and carried on independent mercantile
operations. Had this happened, the colonists of New
France would probably have outstripped their eastern
neighbours in political experiments—but it was not to
be. We doubt, however, whether even French Hugue-
nots, unused to self-government, could under any cir-
cumstances have built up a free state as substantial
as that constructed by the Puritans of New England,
considering the character of the people, their previous
political history, and the attitude of the parent state
toward its colonists. Spain promptlystrangled Coligny’s
North American Colony.

The Puritans and Pilgrims used their freedom from
European restraint to try experiments in statecraft and
church government. Living on the sea, they engaged
most vigorously in foreign commerce, and showed no
inclination to push into the interior. The French, on
the other hand, even if they had been allowed to engage
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Motives and Methods of Colonisation 17

in commerce with other countries than France, were
frozen in on the upper St. Lawrence for half the year,
and almost impelled to depend on the trade in peltries,
which the great interior forests yielded. They, equally
with the English, felt the intoxicating exhilaration of
the New World, but responded differently.

The quest for furs determined therefore not only the
drift of French trade but influenced or perhaps harmon-
ised with the character of the people, and explains their
resignation to arbitrary government and ecclesiastical
supervision. The woods were free to those who fretted
under either or both of these limitations of liberty, and
thus the men who might have made trouble at the cen-
tres of population expended their energies and risked
their lives in exploring the recesses of the continent.
The reckless life of the frontiersman would have been
abhorrent to the Puritan, but was congenial to the
Frenchman.

France persisted in her policy of developing her
colony and its resources through trading companies
with monopolistic privileges. The New England and
Virginia colonies tried the experiment of development
through trading companies but, being free to continue
or desist, abandoned it after very short experience.
During the two centuries of French colonial rule there
were organised, lived, and died a long procession of com-
mercial companies, some with powers of government,
others without, but all hampering private enterprise
and restricting healthy growth. In 1540, a concession
was made to Roberval which came to naught, and more
than half a century elapsed before substantially the
same terms were promised to La Roche, whose schemes
miscarried more fatally than those of Roberval. But
there followed him as promoters a succession of enter-
prising men,—most of them Huguenot merchants, who,
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as individuals, or under corporate organisation colonised
1'Arcadie, traded with the Indians of the Lower St. Law-
rence, founded Quebec, and made money; but did not
fulfil the main condition of their contract—the con-
version of the natives. When, however, the great Car-
dinal Richelieu became virtually ruler of France and
colonial minister, he recognised the incongruity of the
most Catholic Power developing her foreign domain by
the agency of heretics, and therefore applied his great
genius to the same task so many master minds have
since undertaken—the formation of public companies.
The first company he proposed to organise, with the
view of expanding the domestic and foreign commerce
of France, never undertook active operation. It was
the Compagnie de Cent Associés ou de la rade et les iles
Morbihan.* 1t was conceived on a scale before which our
biggest modern trusts shrink into insignificance. It was
to enroll in its membership all the great merchants and
manufacturers of France, who were to monopolise and
manage the trade of the country on land and sea. An
auxiliary company was to erect and endow schools of
technology and navigation; and to build arsenals, facto-
ries, and dockyards. It was even to be endowed with
certain judicial functions over trade. If the scheme had
been carried out it would have more closely realised
some of the dreams of state socialists than any experi-
ments since tried, and yet the experimenter was one of
the most ardent and successful advocates of autocracy
—s0 nearly do extremes meet! Another projected com-
pany was La Compagniede la Nacelle de St. Pierre Fleur-
delisée which was to be international in its organisation
and enlist the nautical skill and colonial experience of
the Dutch.? Failing to receive support for such exten-

*Bonnasieux's Grandes Compagnies de Commerce, p. 358.
* Biggar's Early Trading Companies of New France.
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Motives and Methods of Colonisation 19

sive and costly combinations, he created a more modest
company, that of La Compagnie du Canada, établie
sous le titre de Nouvelle France ou La Société de Cent
Personnes du Canada.*

Heretofore, it was recognised that the companies and
merchants had been almost as indifferent to their
pledges to introduce colonists as though they had
received no privileges for fostering immigration. But
this new company composed not only of merchants
from the seaports of Normandy, Brittany, and Poitou,
but of patriotic citizens of Paris like M. Cramoisy, the
publisher of the Relations des Jesuites, and of high
officials holding public positions in many parts of
France, headed by the great Cardinal himself, would
hold money-making as subordinate to the duty of
peopling the wilds of America with Frenchmen and
converting the natives. And therefore the constitution
of the company provided for the importation into the
colony of a great number of mechanics and farmers
and priests, and for the administration of justice.
But the lands of New France were to be held under
strict feudal seignorial tenure. Unlike the English
letters patent, it confers on the colonists no vestige of
the function of self-government. Here, for the first
time the entrance of the Huguenots into New France is
explicitly forbidden. This exclusion of desirable colon-
ists, from religious motives, was not peculiar to New
France. The earliest Virginia patent imposed the
Church of England on the colonists, though it did not
exclude non-conformists, but the New England laws
conferred the suffrage only on church members of the
Congregational community, and men and women who
preached dissent were expelled from the colonies.

*It receives different names even in official documents. The exact
legal title was then evidently of no great consequence.




20 New England and New France

A more unpropitious year than 1627 for launching a
colonisation company which was avowedly to be a
rival of England could not well have been selected. A
naval war was being waged between the two powers in
which religious enthusiasm aggravated national jealousy
and gave excuse for any and every high-handed action.

One result of the war was the capture of Quebec:
the retention of New France by England for three
years, and the enforced suspension of its operations by
Richelieu’s company.

The company existed till 1663. When dissolved, a
statement of its account was made and the King
undertook to recoup to the shareholders who had been
reduced to thirty-three, their losses, amounting to

3,000,000 livres Tournois. The story of its maladminis-
tration is interesting, and bears some resemblance to
that of the International Company of New Plymouth.

The company, besides engaging in trade and making
a pretence to colonise, was the owner of the land, under
conditions, and was entrusted with the government of
the colony under a constitution emanating from France.
All these privileges expired with its relinquishment of
its charter, and in 1663 the Crown of France assumed
nominally the government of the colony. But instead
of throwing open the channels of trade, it conferred
certain privileges on the West Indian Company—La
Compagnie des Indes Occidentals. It failed in 1674,
only to be followed by others.

The French government evidently appreciated the
effect which commercial freedom had in stimulating poli-
tical free thought, for the administration watched critic-
ally the effect on the English colonists of the possession
of even such trammelled liberty of trade as England had
conferred on her colonies, or rather as the colonists had
assumed. The French authorities, doubtless, recognised
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also the impossibility of confining the exercise of com-
mercial activity within limits, if any commercial rights
were conferred. Great Britain experienced this anom-
aly in her dealings with her North American colonies,
and therefore, the French authorities may with reason
have dreaded the result of conferring liberal trading
privileges on Frenchmen in America.

The excuse given by the Crown for depriving the
people of the right to engage in the fur trade was that, if
they became merchants they would devote less energy
to farming. But the habitants, however willing to
submit to ecclesiastical domination, and to political
restraint, always fretted under the trade privileges
given to the privileged companies. The popular
discontent was aggravated by a general belief that the
priests, who were friendly to the trading company,
were in some way sharing in the profits of the fur trade.
As early as 1643 a deputation was sent to France to
petition the King for some relaxation of restraint in
trade, and for the return of the Recollets. The first
request was granted; the second refused. But the
concession granted the colonists as the Compagnie des
Habitants really availed them little. Under the new
arrangement the company held inviolate its territorial
and seignorial rights, but it cedes and remits, subject
to the King's good pleasure, to the inhabitants of the
country, present and to come, all its exclusive rights
and functions to engage in the trade of skins and furs
in New France.” And it makes the concession only
on condition that the colonists relieve the company of
its charter obligation “to support the colony of New
France.” At the same time a shadow of municipal
government would seem to have been granted to Canada
though no official document exists which confirms the
concession. Each of the towns of Quebec, Three
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Rivers, and Montreal was allowed to appoint a syndic,
and the three persons so appointed were to constitute
an advisory board to confer with the Governor. The
syndics might discuss but not vote. It was a very
meagre measure of self-government. What became of
the Compagnie des Habitants is not known. It probably
failed to fulfil its obligations and the State held the old
corporation responsible.
On the dissolution of the Company of the One
Hundred Associates, both the political and the com-
mercial status of Canada’s affairs underwent a radical
change, for there came to Canada the great Intendant
Talon, who for years personally dictated, through the
Sovereign Council, the fiscal and commercial policy of
the colony, without consulting the Western Company,
or evidently paying much heed to its wishes or interests,
or those of some members of the influential mercantile
class. Chauvigny, the wealthiest merchant of Canada,
in a memoir which has been preserved,* more than hints
that Talon used his own regulations about congés, or
licenses, to trade with the Indians to his own profit; and
that, while pretending to send expeditions to the Upper
Lakes to explore for copper, he was really sending his
own traders there under congés, which M. de Courcelles,
his docile tool, though Governor, signed. The whole
memoir is very interesting, the more so as it breathes
the same opposition to reform which is so characteristic
of the corporate spirit of all ages.

A high tariff promotes smuggling; and trade re-
strictions, such as formed the capital of the privileged
companies of Canada, inevitably drive those who
suffer from them, to seek illicit relief. From the early
days corporate monopoly induced a large section of the
more energetic of the immigrants to take to the woods.

*Collection de Manuscrits, Legislative Documents, Quebec, i., p. 252.
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There, besides trading on their own account with the
Indians, and using brandy extensively as the medium
of exchange, they fell with ease into Indian ways,
and began creating that distinct class of half-breeds,
which has played so conspicuous a part in the recent
history of the Canadian North-west. At first, beaver
skins were abundant on the St. Maurice and the Ottawa,
but before the century closed the coureurs des bois had to
travel as far in pursuit of peltries as the Jesuits in search
of souls; for these messengers of God and Mammon kept
pace with one another in exploring the great West.
Talon, who came to Canada as Intendant in 1665, to
encourage immigration and foster trade and manu-
facturing as the chief attraction to emigrants, found the
traffic in furs, both legal and illicit, to be one of the
obstacles he had to contend with. This was not only
on account of the drain which it made on the scanty
population, but by reason of the demoralising influence,
which commerce with the Indian exerted on the white
man, whether in the forest or at the marts of trade.
Duchesneau, his successor in office, wrote Colbert that
there were eight hundred coureurs des bois. Salone quotes
Patoulet as computing the number at from five hundred
to eight hundred, and adds “‘though this number be but
the twentieth of the total population, it amounts to
neither more nor less than the one third of the male
adults. And one result is that, though every male adult
should marry by order of the King, yet in 1681 there were
in the Colony only 1475 married men and 65 widowers.*"’
While the fur trade lured away the more robust and
enterprising of the male population from their lands
and from the less exciting pursuits of civilised life, the
methods of organising and conducting it offered irresist-
ible temptation to the poorly paid officials of the Colony,
* Emile Salone, La Colonisation de la Nouvelle France, p. 236.
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from the lowest to the highest, to supplement their
salaries by participation in the equivocal profits of a |
commerce carried on in the depth of the forest and far {
from all control. The advocates of the trade restriction i ]
and of the exasperating privileges enjoyed by the old
companies, might almost with justice claim that the
evils, which resulted therefrom, were less than those
which followed the abandonment of farming and other
legitimate domestic occupation, on the organisation of ¢
the old Company of the Habitants, and the still greater i
laxity in obeying the rules of trade which resulted from s
the abolition of the Company of the West Indies. $ I
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Nevertheless, to whatever the habit of roving was
attributable; whether to the pursuit of gain or the
natural instinct to wander; to irritation of ecclesiastical } a
surveillance, or resentment at bureaucratic interference t!
with personal liberty ; it became as the century advanced

a menace to the Colony’s prosperity. b
Two remedies were applied: — the enactment of E
laws imposing serious punishment against all unauthor- F
ised trading, and the issue of a limited number of ir
licenses (congés), not to exceed twenty-five yearly, to w
trade under strict limitations in the Indian country. b
Neither device was effectual in correcting the evil, and er
both produced a crop of worse abuses than those they di
were designed to correct. To police the whole West ut
was impossible, and therefore culprits under the law, fo
if in danger of arrest, remained permanent aliens th
from the Colony, and carried goods to Albany, which was to
a better market than Montreal; though to cross the ch
boundary was punishable by death. Another motive th
for absenting themselves from the over-regulated sh
community was the ordinance that required every gr
coureur des bois on his return to civilisation, if a bachelor, ad

to choose a wife within fifteen days, from the first batch
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of imported girls." Moreover, when such a distin-
guished and influential explorer as Duluth was avowedly
one of the most energetic and most successful of the
law breakers, both as a lover and trader, it was an
admission of partiality to let him go free and condemn
poor wretches, because poorer, to the galleys. There-
fore an act of amnesty had to be passed.?

The twenty-five congés which the Governor was
authorised to grant were given to favourites; to officers
in the army and civic servants; and these were by them
sold to merchants. Though the terms of the congés
permitted each licensee to load, as merchandise for
exchange, only two large canoes, it offered congenial
employment to a certain number of men, anxious to
accompany the canoes, and of many more already in
the West, and weaned from the ways of sedentary life.

Nothing displays more emphatically the contrast
between the two groups of colonists—between those
Englishmen who occupied the sea-coast, and the
French, who were almost lost in the vastness of the
interior forests—than the matter-of-fact apathy with
which the one group was content to live at home,
building the foundation of a nation, and the irresistible
enthusiasm with which the other group of colonists
dived into the wilderness; and, as the great West
unfolded itself before them, pushed farther and farther
forward till they almost reached the farther limits of
the continent. One would be inclined to attribute it
to temperament, were it not that in our own day the
children of these staid Puritans have heard the call of
the West and responded with eagerness, leaving their
ships and their homesteads; and, in a great wave of emi-
gration, have peopled the prairie 21:.d sought with avidity
adventures in the Rocky Mountains. In the old days

* Salone, p. 257. * Ibid., p. 260.
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the sea, the natural element of the Britons, gratified
their love of danger; and for two centuries and more
New England supplied with sailors an ever growing
mercantile marine. But when the great West was
revealed by the Union and Central Pacific railroads, a
more attractive field than the well-beaten trail of the
ocean was opened to the adventurous spirits of the
Atlantic coast. The decline of the American mercantile
marine was coincident with the exploits of the Con-
federate cruisers and the opening of the West; but was
probably attributable more to the latter than the
former influence. Now that the romance of the West
has well-nigh vanished, the old instinct for sea life will
revive in the hearts of the people.

The most radical difference in the spirit which ani-
mated the two groups of colonists is most emphatically
expressed by the eagerness with which the English
hastened to organise themselves into self-governing
bodies, as is so prominently described in Bradford and
Winthrop Journals and the strange apathy with which
the more energetic Frenchmen submitted to the
arbitrary civil and ecclesiastical rule of men whom they
had no opportunity of selecting as their rulers.

The constitution which we have referred to as
granted to the inhabitants in 1645, was confirmed in
1647. Under it each of the three towns of Quebec,
Three Rivers, and Montreal was to select a syndic
who should hold office for three years. These syndics
and the admiral of the fleet were admitted to the
Council to plead for their constituencies and the in-
terests they represented, but were not allowed even a
deliberative voice. The Council itself was composed of
the Governor and—until a Bishop should be created—
the Superior of the Jesuits' house in Quebec, together
with the Governor of the Island of Montreal. In the
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absence of the Governor and the Governor of Montreal
their lieutenants were to represent them. The Council
was ordered to meet in the Company's warehouse (la
maison commune on est établie le magasin de Quebecq).
The Council had the right to appoint the admiral,
captain, and other officers of the trading fleet; but no
elected member of Council or official might hold office
for more than three years. The Council also had the
right to audit the company's accounts and to fix the
prices of all articles bought or used in barter.

When Louis XIV assumed the government of the
Colony he gave it a constitution, which created a more
highly organised bureaucracy, and contracted the
influence which the people possessed under the Con-
stitution of 1647. It created a sovereign Council, in
imitation of the Council of State of the parent kingdom.
It was to sit and deliberate in Quebec, unless the King
ordered otherwise. Its members were to be the Gov-
ernor for the time being, representing the King; the
Bishop, or the principal ecclesiastic, as representative
of the Church; five councillors, to be chosen for one
year by the Governor and the Bishop. These councillors
though not elected by the people, were charged to keep
themselves in touch with the people, and with popular
needs as brought to their notice by the syndics of the
urban and village communities. A procureur was
appointed and empowered to administer oaths. The
Council was authorised to take cognisance of all cases,
civil and criminal, following as nearly as possible the
procedure of the Parliament of Paris. The King,
however, reserved to himself the right of changing or
abrogating laws and ordinances at his good pleasure.
The Council, besides being the highest court of appeal,
was empowered to supervise the public finances; pass
laws for the regulation of the traffic in furs with the
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Indians, as well as of interstate trade and commerce;
to create and control a police force for the whole colony ;
and to establish courts and appoint judges of the first
instance for the districts of Quebec, Three Rivers, and
Montreal. It gave co-ordinate authority to ecclesias-
tical and civil chiefs, and became thus the source of
endless confusion. The elders in New England exerted
influences, but they generally, if not invariably, sup-
ported the executive. That the Church should partici-
pate in the government was as congenial to the Puritan
system as to that of Rome. The constitution under-
went a slight modification in 1675, not in the direction
of greater popularisation, but of greater centralisation,
through the growing influence of the Intendant, whose
duty, as confidential agent of the Colonial Minister,
was to act as a check on the Governor, in case the latter
might be inclined to yield to local influences. The
Intendant was assigned the third place in the Council
chamber, and acted as its president.

A curious incident expressed the fixed determination of
the King to emphatically repress all popular aspirations.
One function of the Intendant was to watch the Govenor.
Frontenac came out as Governor in 1672, when Talon
was still Intendant. One of his first acts illustrates
the conflict between his own ideas of what was good for
the Colony and those of the King. Believing he could
popularise the government and advance the interests
of the Colony by convoking a representative assembly
of the clergy, nobility, judiciary, and commons, to
discuss public affairs, after the manner of the States-
General, he summoned such a parliament and it met in
the church of the Jesuits. The Intendant, Talon, with
admirable caution, absented himself on the plea of
indisposition. He had a suspicion that the action of
the impulsive count would not meet with the approval
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of their Royal Master. He was right, for in reply to a
despatch reporting what he had done, the Governor
received something very like a reprimand from the
Minister. He reminded him that the King had ceased
to convoke the Elats Généraux, instructing him at the
same time, not only to refuse all demands by the people
for popular representation, but even to suppress the
election of all syndics, if that could be done without
exciting popular commotion.

This constitution of 1663, remained substantially
in force till the close of the French régime, and under
it the Sovereign Council, under the suggestion of the
Intendants, regulated all matters, great and small.
It recorded the royal edicts and ordinances, transmitted
from France, and like the General Courts of the British
provinces, not only regulated prices of merchandise and
beaver skins for the whole Colony, but filled the func-
tions of a municipal assembly. There are ordinances
which laid down rules for the tavern-keeper, such as
forbidding wine to be sold with meals except by per-
mission; others prescribed the exact width of streets,
such as that which requires Ste. Geneviéve Street in
Quebec to be eighteen feet clear from fence to fence;
others forbade firewood from being piled in the streets,
or in vacant lots between the houses; and prohibited
the use of shingles as a roofing material except on
dormer windows. Tin—real tin plates—soon became
the favourite covering, and as wood smoke did not
attack it, the old roofs remained bright as silver till
the second half of the last century when coal with its
acid smoke came into partial use as domestic fuel.
That liberty which the English enjoyed to regulate their
own domestic affairs was never even claimed by the
French Colonists; and to thwart the Governor, ap-
pointed by the home government, was as foreign to their
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instincts as it was natural to those of the Virginian or
New Englander. There were long and bitter quarrels
between the Governor and the Bishop and between the
Governor and the Intendant. Even the Intendant was
not always friendly to the priests; but between the
people and the civil authorities there was little or no
overt collision. It is also remarkable that the Jesuits
were astute enough to remain on ostensibly friendly
terms with every element of this complex society.

The code of laws which the Colony had already
adopted were now formally imposed. It was the Cou-
tume de Paris. In the Middle Ages the Provinces of
Northern and Middle France had each an unwritten
code called a coutume, and these provinces were dis-
tinguished as Pays de Coutume in distinction from the
Southern Provinces, which had retained, as one of the
survivals of the Roman occupation, a written code.
In the fifteenth century these unwritten bodies of law
and custom were codified and subsequently printed and
approved by the different Parliaments. The Coutume
de Paris was the body of laws most suitable for the
Colony.

New France accepted like New England the civil and
criminal laws of the mother country, but New England
used the utmost liberty in interpreting them, while
New France was never allowed such legislative freedom.*

* The Quebec Act, passed in 1774, secured to the people of Quebec,
as their Civil Code, their old Coutume de Paris, but pricr to that it was
provisionally adopted and in force, for in 1772, there was published “‘ by
the desire of the Honourable Guy Carleton, Esq., Governor in Chief of
the said province.” . . . ‘“An abstract of those Parts of the Customs
of the Viscounty and Provostship of Paris, which were received and
practised in the Province of Quebec, in the time of the French Govern-
ment, drawn up by a select Committee of Canadian Gentlemen, well
skilled in the laws of France and of that Province."

This medieval-feudal code became by Act of the Imperial Parliament,
under the Quebec Act, but not by treaty with France, the civil law of the
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But if the people had no power of popular election,
there was no lack of officials, judicial and administra-
tive. The Council had on its creation appointed local
judges who were enjoined to dispense justice without
too much technicality (sams chicane) or lengthy pro-
cedure, but these were abolished in 1677, and replaced
by an inferior court for the trial of civil and criminal
cases, that of the Prévdté royale, presided over by the
Lieutenant-General. The Crown business was conducted
by a Procureur du Roi and a Grand Prévot—Provost
Marshal. A recorder, two notaries, and two bailiffs
were attached to the court, and the Grand Prévét had
two deputies and an archer or constable. After 1677,
the Maréchaussée, or Marshalsea Court for tracing and
punishing vagabonds, was established. Six mounted
police were its active officers. The Admiralty Court
was not opened until 1771. Judges were but poorly
paid, receiving only four hundred livres salary, but they
were relieved from the cost of wearing gowns and caps.

In addition to these legal functionaries, there was a
Grand Master of Streams and Forests, an Intendant
of Commerce and Marine, a Commissary of Marine, a
Keeper of the Royal Treasury, a Comptroller of the
Beaver Trade, the King's Clerk, a Commissioner-
General of Provisions, a Surveyor-General, and other
officials. As all of them were poorly paid, not a few
considered themselves justified in supplementing their
income by such means, fair or foul, as might offer.

The notary has always been a conspicuous person
in French Canada. He has professionally the standing

present Province of Quebec, Lower Canada, and was secured to its
inhabitants, together with their religion and the use of their language.
All three privileges have been sacredly and tenaciously maintained as
a national heritage. Thus, though the Coutume de Paris was replaced
in Old France by the Code Napoleon, it survives in the Province of
Quebec as a memento of New France.
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of an attorney, is a member of a learned profession, and
draws deeds. The original deed which he draws must
be retained in his cadastre, and copies only given to
the parties in interest. On his death, or the dissolution
of his firm, the whole of his originals are deposited in
the registry office, and are preserved to all time as
public documents. The first notarial deed is said to
have been drawn in Canada on August 11, 1647, by
Laurent Baurman. Long prior to that, however,
Champlain had created the office of greffier, or register,
and appointed to it a certain Nicholas. The profession
has always been numerous. In the census of 1681,
besides the two official notaries attached to the court,
five others seem to have found employment in the town
of Quebec, or one to something less than three hundred
inhabitants.

The seignory was then the civil limit of the ecclesias-
tical parish. And the seigneur and the curé were the
most influential personages in every village community.
The captain of militia, before whose house a flag post
is still erected, as a sign of office, was a habitant. Under
the seignorial tenure every censitaires or tenant, was
liable to military service, and this was no mere formality
as during the first century of Canada's existence, war
with the Iroquois was almost perennial. Public work
on roads and bridges was done by corvée. And meetings
to decide such purely local questions were held after
mass on Sunday before the church door, a reminder of
the old days when the cathedral nave was the meeting-
place of municipal and political gatherings. The
village life was probably what it remains to-day in
remote parishes. But no urban organisation compar-
able in complexity with that of the New England Town
Meeting ever existed in New France.




CHAPTER II
A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST REFLECTED IN THE PRESENT

OME personal recollections of French Canadian vil-
lage life may illustrate the historical continuity
between the past and the present which is more inti-
mate in the Province of Quebec than anywhere else on
the Continent.*

When I read Gilbert Parker’'s Right of Way by
instalments, I wondered where his Chaudiére might be,
for I knew the real Chaudiére some half-century ago,
and his picture of the people and their manners bore
no resemblance to the reality. I was relieved to learn,
from the preface to the book, that the Chaudiére of
the story had no existence, except in the author’s
imagination. The actual Chaudiére and its people
remain in my recollection as an idyll of primitive purity
and simplicity.

The Chaudiére River heads near the height of land
between Maine and the Province of Quebec, and its
waters almost interlock with those of the Kennebec.
It was, therefore, from the earliest days—Ilong before
Arnold led his troops through it—a waterway between
Quebec and the New England colonies; for, though
turbulent for some distance above its mouth, where it
leaps by its picturesque falls into the St. Lawrence, the

*Reprint by permission from The Nation, Jan. 30, 1902.
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upper stretches of the river are so slightly ruffled that
the Indians and the Canadian voyageurs could paddle
their canoes with only one portage, for about forty
miles. The fertile valley through which it flows in
this section of its course was, early in the eighteenth
century, parcelled out as seignories of twelve miles by
twelve miles in extent to French immigrants of note.
And as the land was rich, it was soon taken up by
tenants, many of whose descendants still occupy the
farms of their forefathers; for the seignorial tenure
of land encouraged permanency of occupation. The
tenant paid the seigneur only a trifling annual rent of
one or two sous per acre, and the farm and its improve-
ments descended on the same terms to the tenant’s
heirs. But if he sold his holding to a stranger, the
seigneur was entitled to lods et ventes, or a commission
amounting to a large share of the price. Transfers
were, therefore, cos'tly and rare, and generation after
generation of the same family occupied the same land,
cutting it up, however, into strips, as heirs multiplied
who refused to emigrate from the parish, until the
attenuated farms became too small to supply even the
slender wants of the simple folk who cultivated them.

Some sixty years ago, in the bed of one of the streams
flowing into the Chaudiére through the Parish of Saint
Frangois, a girl picked up a curious stone, which was
recognised to be a nugget of gold. But the discovery,
though noted by Captain Baddeley in Silliman’s Journal
some years afterward, created no excitement. California
and its gold had not loomed up to inflame the imagination
of the world; and, to the primitive folk of the Chaudiére
Valley, the discovery of a nugget was of less moment
than the birth of a baby. It had been better for my
father's purse had he been as impassive as his country-
men, but he first joined a few other enterprising spirits
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in buying from the seigneur the right to work the aurifer-
ous gravels, and, when the company failing, he under-
took alone the unprofitable task. And thus it came
about that I spent two pleasant summers among the
gentle, courteous habitants of the Chaudiére Valley.

My job was to superintend some gravel workings
on a small stream called after the family who owned the
land at its mouth, the Deplante. The farm, of ample
width originally, had been subdivided among three
branches of the family. One eked out a living by
blacksmithing; another had some skill as a carpenter;
my host, as the head of the Deplantes, disdained other
occupation than farming, which, however, he practised,
not in person, but through the members of his family.
These consisted of a wizen but shrewd old woman, the
wife, who was profuse in her professions, and refused
to name any price for her hospitality, but, if her “ce
que vous voules?" was not responded to as liberally as
she expected, left no doubt in your mind that you had
been guilty of disgraceful meanness. It was well she had
some business capacity and ambition, for her husband
had none. He dreamed and slept his life away in the
barn. Some of the hay was always sticking in his
shaggy, tawny shock of hair. He was the infidel of
the village. He never went to mass, but his heretical
notions were not very clear, and he recognised the force
of public opinion sufficiently to wisely shut them up in
his own muddled brain—except to an admitted heretic.
They really consisted of little else than an admiration
for a shadowy Voltaire, who he said was “un grand
homme. Il a écrit soixante-dix volumes, monsieur."”
His indolence was inherited by his eldest son Olivier,
but the younger son, Frangois Xavier, was an active
but rather disagreeably pushing youth, who ultimately
broke up the ancestral home; for, years afterwards,
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when I drove up the Chaudiére, the old people had died,
the girls had married, the boys had flitted, and the place
knew the Deplantes no more. The other members of
the family were four girls. The eldest, Euphrosyne, a
good-natured, strapping girl, did most of the outside
work; Pélagie was the wit of the family; Ellen was a
pale-faced, light-haired beauty, who seldom or never
spoiled her complexion by field work, but was the
family seamstress; and Marie, a bright little girl, was
at the village school. She subsequently was sent to the
Ursuline Convent in Quebec to complete her education,
and to fit herself to become the village schoolmistress.
There were four of us, all in search of gold dust in the
bed of the Deplante stream, who wished to board with
the Deplantes; but the house contained only two big
rooms and the garret. The outer room was the kitchen
and living-room, with its big fireplace and its deal table
and home-made chairs, whose bottoms were woven out
of the underbark of the cedar. The wrought-iron lamp,
of the exact shape of those used by the old Romans,
filled with tallow, in which a wick was immersed, and
which hung from a notched stick secured to the ceiling,
gave a dingy light for the short space of evening between
suppertime and bedtime, for the family engaged in no
literary pursuits. The inner room contained four huge
bedsteads, one in each corner, so high that agility or a
ladder was required to enter them. What members of
the family occupied them when we were not there, we
had, of course, no means of knowing. When we were
there, the old couple and the girls climbed into the
garret, the boys slept in the barn. But to sleep four
in a room, even though each occupied a separate bed,
was not consistent with our habits; so we suggested
that partitions might, without much cost, be thrown
up. The mere mention of a change in the architecture
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of the old wooden house threw the old man into a panic.
It was the only occasion in our acquaintance when we
observed the slightest disturbance in the placidity of
the poor old fellow’s temper. His great-grandfather
had built the house, and to touch it was a profanity.
He could not—he dare not. But, as the alternative wes
our leaving, the cupidity of the old lady overcame the
old man's scruples, and the partitions were knocked up.
I have since then felt that we committed a crime, for
I fear we broke into and helped to break down a simple
mode of life without any parallel on our busy, skeptical,
self-seeking continent.

The family lived almost exclusively on bread and milk.
A can of milk covered with a luscious layer of cream was
placed before each. Pancakes, so light that they almost
tossed themselves, made with no stint of eggs, occasion-
ally varied by a little fat pork, constituted the simple
diet. But we wanted butter. In the rich meadows
along the Chaudiére a herd of their cows fed, and of milk
and cream there was galore, but butter had never been
made, and there was no churn in the house. I recall
well how Euphrosyne beat up the rich cream into a
substitute for butter in a bowl, using her hand as a
beater. It was not nice, and it soon turned sour; but
rather than introduce the innovation of a churn, they
preferred buying butter at the store. Besides the cows,
they kept sheep, whose fleece supplied the family loom,
on which the girls, during the long winter months, wove
the étoffe du pays for the men’s clothing, the triped
stuff for their own petticoats, and the blankets for the
beds. The fleece was spun at home, after being carded
at the seigneur's mill on shares; for, as a condition of the
old seignorial grants, a carding and a flour mill had to be
run by these representatives of the old feudal lords, for
the convenience of their tenants and their own profit.
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Then there was a patch of flax, beautiful in the flowering
season, and in the autumn the flax-beaters were brought
out on the banks of the stream, in whose waters the
flax stems had been steeped, and the merry clack,
clack of the wooden bar was mingled with the happy
laughter of the girls, as they prepared the fibre to be
made by themselves into the family linen and sheeting.
It was not until the beginning of the eighteenth century
that the selfish colonial laws of old France—more
exacting even than the commercial laws of England—
allowed the Canadian-French habitant to begin this
self-supporting existence. Ever since then they have
added little to the revenue derived either from the
customs of his Sacred Majesty of France or the British
Crown.

Nevertheless, once a year, there was a trading ex-
pedition made by some member of the Deplante
family to Quebec. The two-wheeled cart was loaded
with a few eggs, turkeys, and like salable articles,
and with provender for the pony and for one of the
boys and one of the girls; the journey of fifty miles to
Quebec and fifty miles back was made by easy stages.
Every evening the traders camped by the roadside, and,
on the evening before they reached Quebec, stopped
just beyond Point Levis, so as to take the earliest ferry-
boat and secure a good position in the line of market
carts, from which the thrifty housewife still buys on
market days her provisions—for the huckster is for-
bidden to purchase from the farmer until after the
householder has had his or her first choice. The few
dollars’ worth of poultry and maple sugar sold, the im-
portant event of the year followed—the expenditure of
part of the proceeds in a cotton dress or two, for mass
on Sundays; a pound or two of green tea, some simple
remedies, and some trifling articles of finery. The
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journey back and the pleasant return home completed
the one excitement of the year.

It was a very moral village. With a view to excite
early marriages, the boys and girls were encouraged by
the priest to meet freely, but at discreet distance.
Swinging was the fad, and a huge wooden structure
stood before our cottage. The boys might swing the
girls, but the lads and the lasses must not swing together.
Dancing was not forbidden, but round dances were
strictly prohibited. On Sunday afternoon the young men
assembled by dozens at our house, each arriving with
his own horse and cart, which lined the fence around
the meadow between the house and the main road;
and then the din of laughter and song, and the dense
smoke of acrid, home-grown tobacco, made Sunday
afternoon less pleasant to us boarders than to the
happy, noisy crowds on the other side of the partition.

The principal personages of the parish were the
notary and the priest, but of the two the priest stood
supremely highest in the regards of the people. The
parish priest of the Province of Quebec is not only the
spiritual guide of his parishioners, but the adviser to
whom they look for counsel in matters of this world,
for medical assistance when the doctor is not nigh, and
for consolation in every time of trouble. No clergy
in the world stand in as close and intimate relation to
their flocks, without being in familiar contact with them,
as the French priests of Quebec. The Irish priest is
socially even nearer to his people than the Canadian
curé, but this very sociability detracts somewhat from
his influence and the sacredness in which his person
and his office are held. One day the children returned
from mass looking almost solemn. A tavern had been
opened in the parish against the curé's protest. From
the pulpit he had anathematised the tavern-keeper as
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the destroyer of public morals. He had forbidden his
parishioners to patronise the evil den, and threatened
that, unless it was closed, he would call down fire from
heaven and consume it. His congregation believed in
his power to do so, and he, convinced that he was doing
heaven's work, believed that heaven would help him.
We were very good friends, the priest and myself.
I had given him an Italian copy of one of Raphael's
Madonnas for an altarpiece. The last time I saw him
was under the following rather peculiar circumstances.
Several years had passed since I had lived in the Deplante
family. My father's concession of the gold-field had
nearly expired when rumour reached Quebec that a
wonderful strike had been made by a company of four
habitants, who had taken out a license to work on halves.
I found the stream; on which the rich bar had been
discovered alive with gold-seekers; but I found also
that, unless I reduced the royalty to a more reasonable
proportion, very little would be paid. So I notified
the diggers that I would accept one fourth instead of one
half. Small quantities of gold dust were turned in by
stray miners, but the lucky four appeared with two
and a half pounds of gold, which they claimed was the
result °f their work with tin pans in the bed of the
stream ” - ten days. I willingly accepted the gold, and
believed their statements. But it soon came to my hear-
ing that the returns they made were far shortof their luck
so I cancelled their license. The following day the four
men met me, and, as a preliminary, wished an assurance
that T -ould still accept one fourth instead of demanding
oneha... This, of course, I gave, and in the evening they
arrived at the hotel with a big mustard bottle full of dust
and nuggets. The "ad washed a pound of gold per day
en consecutive days out of the bed of the stream and
they weighed meout the balance of two and a half pounds.




The Past Reflected in the Present 41

Not unreasonably, they asked for just a little back,
the more so as, in not making a true accounting at first,
they assured me they had acted with the consent of the
curé. So next day I called on my friend the priest, and
received a characteristic explanation. After the extra-
ordinary find, the four habitants called on his rever-
ence, told him the truth, and asked, as a matter of
conscience, whether they might not conceal temporarily
the full extent of their good fortune, inasmuch as a
revelation of such unusual wealth might assist the con-
cessionnaire in selling to the Yankees, and the Yankees
might cancel their license. The advent of the Yankee
from this point of view mattered little to the priest, but
the Yankee as the embodiment of heresy, vice, and
worldliness, mattered much to his reverence, and he fell
in with their views, provided they pledged themselves
to make ultimately an honest return. But, on my
cancelling their license, they returned to the presbytére
and laid the case again before his reverence. They said
they were willing to pay at once, as the love of the gold
might grow on them, and, when the season closed, they
might be reluctant to part with it; moreover, they might
die suddenly, and what would happen if they passed into
the next world with stolen gold in their possession? —a
question the priest could not undertake to answer satis-
factorily. They thought, therefore, that unless his rever-
ence objected, they had better ease their conscience and
their pockets at once—a holy resolve, to which his rev-
erence heartily assented. It was with this pleasant inci-
dent that I ended my intercourse with the simple, sincere
folk of the Chaudiére Valley. I have seen it since from
the railroad cars, but I fear the railroad has changed
the habits of its people more than it has altered the
aspects of the country,




CHAPTER III
SOME OF THE SOURCES OF THE HISTORY OF NEW FRANCE

HE material for the early history of New France,
New Plymouth, and Massachusetts Bay are ample
and reliable. The earliest are autobiographical, for the
three first governors of all three colonies—Samuel
Champlain of New France, William Bradford of
Plymouth, and John Winthrop of Massachusetts
Bay—have by a happy coincidence left personal nar-
ratives of what happened under their own rule or
observation.

In one respect Champlain's narrative differs from
those of Bradford and Winthrop. It was written for
immediate publication. Before he became celebrated,
he had practised writing, but his first known literary
effort remained undiscovered till 1855. It was first
published in translation by the Hakluyt Society in 1859.
It contained an account of what he saw in the West
Indies and Spanish America during the year 1599-160¢,
when in the service of Spain, in charge of the Saint
Julien. The manuscript is illuminated by sixty-two
drawings and water colours, which, if from his hand,
proves that he possessed some skill as a draftsman. It
did not appear in the original language till published in
the edition of Champlain’s works, edited by the Abbé
Laverdiére under the patronage of the Laval Univer-
sity in 1870. The style is less polished than that of his
42
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later works, but his observations are as correct and his
foresight as prophetic. For instance, in describing the
transit of the bullion of Peru by land and water across
the Isthmus to Porto Bello, he remarks that ‘‘if from
Panama to that river the Isthmus was cut through, the
southern sea would flow into the Atlantic and the sea
voyage would be curtailed by 1500 leagues."
Returning to France, probably in 1602, he became
known to de Chaste, who was embarking on his coloni-
sation schemes. ‘‘In these enterprises,” he writes,
“I heartily entered, having just returned from the
West Indies. After many interviews with the Sieur de
Chaste I decigled that I could be of service to him, and
he did me the honour to communicate to me some of his
plans. Thus it came about that I started on the new
departure, left Paris, and embarked with de Pont”
(Pontgravé, who was to be his closest friend for over
twenty-seven years). This occurred in the year 1603.
On this first northern voyage he ascended the river of
Canada to the foot of the Lachine Rapids, and was so
impressed by the commanding situation of the aban-
doned Indian village of Stadacona near which Cartier
had wintered in 1535-36, that, when five years later he
was in command of De Monts’s colonisation expedition,
he had already determined on the site of the capital of
New France. On that expedition also he made those
vague promises to the Montagnais and Algonquin In-
dians, whose fulfilment they subsequently claimed, and
in keeping which he involved himself and New France
in the endless Iroquois wars. This voyage is recorded
in the second book of Champlain, published under the
title Des Sauvages, ou voyage de Samuel Champlain
de Brouage, fait en la Nouvelle France I'an 1603. The
first edition is without date and must have issued from
the press late in 1603 or early in 1604. The original
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manuscript is in the Bibliothéque Nationale de Paris.

In the interval between 1603 and 1608 he was ex-
ploring the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, and New England as far south as Cape Cod, and
sharing the ill-fortune of De Monts and Poutrincourt
in I'’Acadie. Of all this he tells, and of his doings in
New France up to August of the year 1613 in a volume
entitled Les Voyages du Sieur de Champlain. Xainton-
geois ou Journal trés fideéle des observations faites en la
Nouvelle France, 4to, Paris, 1613.

In 1618 he wrote to the King and to the Chamber of
Commerce of Brouage, supplicating help for his colony.
Both letters were published in Louis Audiat’s Brouage et
Champlain.

In 1619 he published his Voyages et Découvertes faites
en la Nouvelle France depuis 'année 1615 jusqu'd la fin
de l'année 1618. The year 1614 was spent in France
and is, therefore, excluded from his biographical narra-
tive of Canadian occurrence.

Probably in 1630, on Champlain’s returning to France
after his detention in England, he published, in a
pamphlet of twenty-five pages, an appeal to the King
in favour of the retention of Canada. This book, de-
scribed by Mr. Philéas Gagnon in the Memorial Bulletin
of the Quebec Geographical Society, July 1, 1908, was
not reproduced in Laverdiére’s edition: but he explains
that the first chapter of the edition of 1632 is composed
in great part out of a little memoir, which he presented
to the King in 1630.

His last and most voluminous work was published in
1632. It is a compendium of all his previous voyages,
which are supplemented by his account of what hap-
pened between 1619 and the surrender of Quebec to
Kirke in 1629. The work bears marks of having been
edited—perhaps compiled—by the Jesuits, not only
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because he or his editors sedulously ignores the work of
the Récollets and gives undue prominence to that of
the members of the Society of Jesuits, but hocause the
temper in which it is composed disp! . a narrow-
mindedness and bigotry which is conspicuously absent
from Champlain’s earlier works.

The writings of Champlain are the only safe guide
through the first quarter of a century of French colonisa-
tion on the St. Lawrence. They are composed with skill;
and are the utterances of a man, whose eye nothing
escaped; and whose mind was remarkably free from
warping prejudice, in an age when bitter religious and
political controversy distorted men’s judgment to such
extent that candour and fairness were among the rarest
of virtues.

There is no other contemporary history written from
personal knowledge which covers the whole of the
period, embraced in Champlain’s voyages. But there
are books from two authors, Lescarbot and Sagard,
who had been in New France and who were personally
acquainted with Champlain and his fellow pioneers.

Lescarbot was a young lawyer and author, who,
aggrieved by some affront offered him in court, joined
Poutrincourt in 1606 on a voyage to 1'Acadie and
remained at or in the neighbourhood of Port Royal
(Annapolis) till the autumn of the following year, when
De Monts's concession being cancelled, he and Poutrin-
court returned to France. His account of his own
experience, as a farmer and a factor of Poutrincourt’s
estate in the New World, is witty and instructive. In
his history the third edition of which was published
in 1621, he narrates also the early voyages to the
territory of New France, treats with great fulness De
Monts's colonisation experience in 1'Acadie, and from
Champlain’s writings and from intercourse with him and
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with those who journeyed back from New France to
Old France, he gathered material for his narrative of
what happened up to 1609.

Lescarbot also published in 1610 a small volume
entitled, La Conversion des Sauvages qui ont esté baptisés
dansla Nouvelle France celteannée, 1610. Heisauthority
for the exact wording of some of the earliest public
documents and he tells his story with all the charm and
humour of the writers of that best period of French
literature.

Not so the records of the Recollet Brother Sagard,
published as Histoire du Canada et Voyages que les
Freéres Mineurs Recollels y ont faicts pour la conversion
des Infidéles. 1636, and his Grande Voyage du Pays des
Hurons, 1632.

Brother Sagard accompanied Father Viel to Canada
in 1623. He at once proceeded to the Huron Mission
of St. Gabriel, and there remained till the following
summer, when he returned to Quebec with Father Le
Caron, leaving Father Viel to conduct the mission. He
said he was recalled to France in 1625, and probably,
therefore, left Canada that year or the next. His
personal knowledge of the Indians and the Colony was
short, but he had access to the correspondence of the
monks with their Provincial, and therefore had every

opportunity of getting information at first hand, up
to the date of Kirke's conquest and the expulsion of
the Recollets. His history is consequently of value,
but his views of life are narrow. He almost ignores
civil affairs and seldom mentions even the Governor,
Champlain. On the other hand he gives such space to
the doings of the members of his Order that one would
infer that nothing which happened outside the monas-
tery, or apart from the missionary labours of the brother-
hood, was worthy of notice. Their vows seemed to
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sever the very ties of nationality for they referred to
their fellow countrymen at the fort as les Frangais.

The same is true of Le Pére Leclercq's Premier
Etablissement de la Foi dans la Nouvelle France, pub-
lished in 1691 and written without personal knowledge.
He uses Sagard’s narrative for the first part of his
history.

Fortunately for the historian, the Jesuits arrived in
Canada when Sagard departed. Their reports to their
superior in Europe from 1632 to 1672 compose the most
valuable body of information, despite their limitations,
which we possess as to the history of New France. The
earliest document we have from these priests consists
of letters describing their labours in I'Acadie, by Fathers
Biard and Massé.

The Jesuits came to Canada in 1625, but no official
Relations were written, or at any rate published,
of the doings of the Order before they returned in
1632. A letter, however, is preserved of Father
Lalemant to his brother, written in 1626.* He describes
the fur trade as the pivot around which mission work
revolved, and therefore he gives his brother a very full
account of the business transactions of the fur com-
pany in that year of grace. Comparing this letter and
their subsequent official communications and their pri-
vate journal with the writings of the Recollet fathers,
we appreciate the difference in training and in motives
of actions between the astute followers of Loyola and
the earnest but less cultivated monks. The Jesuits
looked at men and their doings from a more human
point of view than Brother Sagard and the friars.

Pére Rochemonteix * attributes the origin of the

* The first document in the Quebec edition of the Relations, 1858.
* Les Jésuites et la Nowvelle France au X VII¢ Siecle. Introduction,
vol. i,
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Relations to the instructions given by St. Francis Xavier

to the missionary Pére Juan de Beira and Pére Barzée

to report to the society’s authorities for publication
such news “‘as would bear witness to the society’s zeal
and to the success which divine mercy deigns to grant
to its humble efforts. Let nothing,” he adds, “appear
which could give offence to any one; nothing but what
would at once inspire the reader with thoughts of God,
his glory and the advancement of his service.” The
advice is good, and the Relations written by the
missionaries in both hemispheres in response to these
instructions are among the most memorable of con-
temporary documents. Nevertheless, as the limitations
laid down were strictly followed, the scope of the let-

ters, as historical documents, is correspondingly limited,
and their value proportionately reduced. They were
intended to be, and they succeeded in being, arguments
in glorification of the society rather than faithful and
candid chronicles of contemporary events.

Le Jeune in 1635 warns his readers that he does not
pretend to describe all that happened in Canada, but
only such events as redounded to the advance of the
faith and the glory of God. :

In addition to the Relations and the Letires Edifiantes,
there were sent to their superiors, by the members of the
society, private and confidential letters descriptive of
critical events and public personages, which gave the
heads of the order more perfect knowledge of all that
was transpiring than even the ministers of state could
obtain from their own officials. But it would have been
as unwise and improper to publish these, as it would
be for any government to print the confidential reports

of their diplomats and their special agents.
Rochemonteix attributes the cessation of the publi-
cation of the Relations in 1673, but not of their composi-
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tion and receipt by the Provincial of Paris, to the brief
of Clement X, forbidding the publication of missionary
records, owing to the scandal among the religious orders,
growing out of the discussion of the Chinese rites.
The Jesuit missionaries in China and Japan, to make
the break between the old and new beliefs as easy as
possible to their converts, recognised certain Chinese
customs and beliefs as innocent, because not contrary
to the essential doctrines of Christ, though heathen in
their origin. They simply followed the decision of
St. Paul in regard to meat offered to idols. The
Dominicans were shocked and persuaded the Papacy
to forbid such laxity, with the result that an Oriental
phase of Christianity, which was rapidly spreading over
the Far East, was checked. A minor misfortune was
that the narrative of his exploration of the Mississippi
by Pére Marquette, which passed through the hands of
Pére d'Ablon, Superior of the Order in Canada, to the
General of the Order in Rome, and the Provincial in
France, was buried in oblivion for years.*

The Superior of the Jesuits also kept a Journal in
which we have a delightful diary of passing events.
The Journal, of course, deals chiefly with ecclesiastical
details, but as such things were of much more general
interest in those days than they are now, the narrative
does not distort, to any serious extent, the routine of the
every-day thoughts and actions of either laymen or
clerics. It gives us glimpses of a native courtesy which
smoothed the ruggedness of existence, and softened the
asperities, which it could not wholly banish, from the
little town of Quebec. To laymen it is of interest to be
admitted to some of the secrets and special cares of
clerical life. Of these the Journal reveals not a few—
some trivial, some of greater importance. It is not a

* Rochemonteix, vol. ii., p. 36.
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matter of great moment to know how many candles were
lighted during the salut; nor what attitude the Gover-
nor assumed in and out of church; but it is curious
to note the very minute particularity with which the
details of religious functions were arranged, and how,
nevertheless, occasional errors occurred in the conduct
of the services through ignorance, or neglect of careful
rehearsal; and how blunders were made, which intro-
duced confusion into the most accurately planned pro-
cessions. Such trifles are told side by side with events
of importance, and all with such charming frankness
and naturalness that it is difficult to conceive that
the same men wrote the Journal who indited from year
to year the Relations, with their everlasting stories
about the angelic sweetness of the Indian converts,
the holy raptures of some of the civil magnates of the
Colony, and the seraphic perfection of life and soul
of certain members of the religious communities
with whom the Fathers of the Society of Jesus were not
in conflict.

Another source of history are the letters of the Mére
Marie de I'Incarnation. She was the first Superior of
the Ursulines of Quebec, a mystic and yet a woman of
fine intellectual parts, combined with excellent business
instincts and tact. As Marie Guyart she had tasted
the bitterness of sorrow and enjoyed the exhilaration
of romance. She had married early, but, after two years
of happiness as Madame Martin, was left a widow with
an only child. For twelve years she devoted herself
to the care and education of her boy. Then the call
to forsake all, even her offspring, became overpowering
and she yielded. She entered the Ursuline convent at
Tours, and henceforward exemplified that mysterious
state of self-abnegation and absorption in a dominant
idea or passion which St. Paul expresses when he says:




Pére Joannis Josephi Casot, S. J.

The last of the Old Jesuits of France
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“I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet
not I but Christ liveth in me.”

She arrived in Canada in 1639, and managed the
Ursuline convent of Quebec through many vicissitudes
till her death in 1672. She and Mother Superior
Athanasia had on alternate years received the votes
of the community of nuns as Lady Superior. Most
of her letters were written to her son; others to various
members of her family or to nuns at her old convent
in Tours. They were edited by her son, who had
become a priest, and were issued in 1681. He expresses
some hesitancy about publishing her references to
persons still alive, with whom she disagrees or of whose
acts she disapproves, but her opinions, though decided
and emphatically expressed, are never harsh, and she
avoids mentioning names, whenever possible.

He divides her letters into Lettres Spirituelles and
Lettres Historiqgues. But he remarks justly that ‘“this
distinction is not always correct, inasmuch as the spirit-
ual letters often contain historical facts, and the
historical letters breathe such a tone of piety that those
who peruse them think they are reading a religious
discourse intended to inculcate moral lessons. "

The division is, nevertheless, well made, for the
spiritual letters are in great measure the rapt, mystical
utterances of a person under the influence of what
theologians have called passive devotion, *‘oraison
passive.” These rhapsodies are even more unintelli-
gible as uttered in her *‘ Meditations et Relraites,” and
her “ Exposition succincte du Cantique des Cantiques."

But in her secular letters she discusses passing events,
as a woman of the world, and as though she were taking
part in them, and not as a cloistered nun. Her son ex-
plains that ““what she says may be relied on, because
she never described what she had not herself seen or

| m———
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learnt by word of mouth or by letters from the Jesuit
fathers, who were dispersed far and wide in missionary
work. It often happened that the reverend father
who was writing or collating the Relation, communicated
to her those memoirs in order to get her opinion as to
what he should transmit to his friends in France and
the Benefactors of the House.” There are in all 221
letters, which cover a description and discussion of
much that occurred of importance in the Colony and
in the mission field till 1671, the date of her last letter.
The last paragraph of this last letter tells of the report
that the English had forestalled the French mission to
Hudson Bay led by Father Albanel, and concludes with

the prayer that ‘‘those!who have gone on that expedi-

tion of discovery may still succeed in planting the

cross with the fleur de lys in the face of the English.”
The cross and the fleur de lys are inseparable in her
letters, and therefore they express the spirit which
inspired Canadian colonisation.

Neither Bishop Laval nor any of the first generation
of secular priests of the Seminary have left any published
narrative; but in the archives of the Bishop's palace of
Quebec there are great stores of reports and letters
from the curés, who, till the Bishopric of Saint Vallier,
were under the direction and fiscal power of the Semi-
nary. The second Bishop, however, Saint Vallier, then
Grande-Vicaire of Bishop Laval, visited Canada, and
wrote in 1688 a most enthusiastic description of the
moral, religious, and social conditions of the Colony
in a small book entitled “ Etat présent de I'Eglise et de
la Colonie Frangaise.” He somewhat modified his
estimate of the people when he knew them more in-
timately, and came face to face with the spirit of
independence which was growing up in New France,
and which was so incomprehensible to a courtier, who
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had accepted as his right in Old France, the obsequious
servility of all inferiors.

But Montreal produced a historian who told the
story of that ecclesiastical colony year by year from 1640
to 1672. The manuscript was first published by the
Literary and Historical Society of Quebec in 1871.
It is unsigned but is recognised as having been written
by the Rev. Frangois Dollier de Casson, a priest of St.
Sulpice, and the third Superior of their mission in Mon-
treal. It is still a rule or habit of this community to
obscure personality by publishing anonymously. The
Histoire de la Colonie Frangaise, a work in three volumes,
written by Abbé Faillon, a priest also of St. Sulpice, ap-
pears without the name of an author on the title-page.

A Jesuit priest, Father DuCreux, latinised as Creuxius,
compiled, principally from the Jesuit Relations and
other sources in the archives of the Society, his Historie
Canadensis. 1t was published by Cramoisy, the pub-
lisher of the Relations. Du Creux's name does not ap-
pear among the members of that Order who visited
America. The criticism of his work by Father Charle-
voix, himself a Jesuit, in the preface to his History and
General Description of New France, is terse and correct.
“Father Du Creux did not appreciate that details
introduced appropriately into a letter become unbear-
able in a consecutive history, after they have lost all
the charm of novelty.”

A Jesuit, Mathew Tanner, published in Prague in
1673 a folio volume, lauding the missionary efforts of
the Jesuits in every quarter of the globe, Canada in-
cluded. And in the following year there was a brochure
published in Paris, describing the Motifs de la Société de
Montreal as a missionary rather than a colonising
enterprise.

* See Charlevoix for both books—6th vol., Shea's edition p. 403.
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André Thevet, after wandering far and wide over
the known world, accompanied Villegagnon to Brazil,
and described, in 1558, in Les Singularités de la
France Antarctigue, what he saw of the American
continent south of the equator. He concludes his
book with a description of Canada, gathered from
Jacques Cartier's voyages and probably from the
narratives of fur traders.

A more original narrative is that of Nicholas Denis,
who was a governor of the north shore of 1'’Acadie and
a large land owner. He published in 1672 a Descrip-
tion Géographique et Historique des Céles de I' Amérique
Septentrionale. The book is the more valuable in that,
whatever may have been the intention of the author

as expressed in the title, he virtually confines himself to
a recital of what he actually saw and knew from a long
residence on the peninsula.®

The same cannot be said of Laet’s description,

published in 1640, of the geography, natural history,
and ethnology of North America, nor yet of the famous
volume on the Origin of the American People, by Hugo
Grotius which excited some controversy in the seven-
teenth century.

There were very few books published by laymen who
were resident in Canada. Pierre Boucher, who was
Governor of Three Rivers and was a delegate from the
colonists in 1662 to lay their grievances before the
French King, wrote a little book for intending emi-
grants.? He gives prices of commodities in the Colony;
describes its resources; portrays the Indians; and while
he concludes that “good people may live in Canada

* The book has been admirably translated and annotated for the
Champlain Society.

* Histoire Véritable et Naturelle des Meaurs et Productions du Pays
la de Nouvelle France Vulgairement ditte le Canada.
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very contentedly,” he warns ‘‘bad people to keep away
because they are too closely watched by the Jesuits."

Nicolas Perrot was a coureur des bois among the
Indians of the lakes from 1665 to 1684, and was sub-
sequently employed as intermediary between the
Indians and Governors La Barre, Denonville, and
Frontenac during his second term. He wrote his
adventures under the title of Mémoires sur les Maeurs,
Costumes et Religion des Sauvages de I' Amérique Septen-
trionale. His book is without exception the best
account we have of the Indians of the upper lakes,
their intertribal quarrels, and their relations with the
French. It lacks style, but it is free from the suspicion
of exaggeration, which attaches to all books of higher
literary merit, whose writers can hardly ever resist the
temptation to invent, if they can say something clever;
nor could he be poetic, for the best of reasons, which
was, as he states in his closing paragraph, that he was
short of paper. The book is the antithesis of the four
volumes which the learned Jesuit Lafitau wrote on the
Meaurs des Sauvages Américains Comparées aus Maurs
des Premiers Temps.

But if the literature of native Canadian laymen is
scanty, we have two books written by French officers
who were stationed in Canada; the first of which at any
rate counteracts the impression, that one gathers from
the letters of the priests, that the colonists were very
pious and the Indians very susceptible to religious in-
fluences. The Nouveaux Voyages dans I'Amérique
Septentrionale, depuis 'An 1683 jusqu'en 1693, was
written by the Baron de La Hontan. He went to
Canada as a private; but being a man of rank, and
educated, he rose from the ranks. He did not like the
priests and resented especially the interference with his
liberty by the Sulpicians, who as seigneurs exercised




56 New England and New France

both civil power and ecclesiastical control in Montreal.
His book, published at The Hague in 1703, and dedi-
cated to his Majesty, Frederick IV, King of Denmark,
became extremely popular, “on account,” as Father
Charlevoix says* “of the great liberty he gave to his pen,
which made his story, though utterly unreliable, sought
after with avidity by every one.”

The other work by a French officer, M. de la Potherie,
was acceptable to the authorities and was published in
Paris in 1722. Though entitled Historie de I' Amérique
Septentrionale it is in the form of letters. The author
left France in 1697, landed in Newfoundland, and before
he reached Canada took part in Iberville's expedition
to Hudson Bay, which resulted in the capture of Fort
Nelson. His description of men and women, trade and
places, is not as racy as La Hontan’s, and possibly not
more correct.

If Sagard’s narrative is overloaded with ecclesiastical
details, this cannot be said of the work of another
Recollect, Father Hennepin. He started with La
Salle to explore the Illinois country and to reach the
Mississippi, and preceded him to the destination. His
is one of the most interesting of all books of adventure,
but also one of the least reliable of travellers’ tales.
He told the story in instalments. The first instalment,
Description de la Louisiane— Nouvellement Découverte au
Sud-ouest de la Nouvelle France, was published in 1683,
and dedicated to the King of France. But as the
stories of La Salle’s own explorations and those of

others were published, Hennepin enlarged, in successive
editions, his recollections of his own exploits. For
that reason, after his return from Canada, the Superior
of his order objected to his book being issued in France,
and thus, probably not against his will, the edition of
*Vol. i., p. 86, Shea's Edition published by Edwards,
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1698 was printed in Utrecht, and was dedicated to
William III of England. His books were so popular
that twenty-two editions of the first, second, and third
parts appeared between 1683 and 1700, and twenty-six
during the first half of the eighteenth century, in the
French, Dutch, Italian, and English languages.

But we possess two other narratives which, though
not as amusing as Hennepin's romance, carry the con-
viction of veracity, and were written under keen
personal emotion. They are Les Derniéres Découvertes
dans I' Amérique Septentrionale de M. de la Salle Mises au
Jour par M. Le Chevalier Tonti, La Salle’s faithful
lieutenant; and the Jowrnal Historique du Derniér
Voyage que feu M. de la Salle Fit dans le Golfe de Mexique
par M. Joutel, who was with him on his last fatal
journey.*

And Father Membré of the same Order as Hennepin,
who accompanied La Salle in 1682 on his expedition
towards the Gulf, gives a very matter-of-fact account
of what befel them, in striking contrast to Hennepin's
vivid description of what he actually saw, or imagined
he saw.? Y

Who really first discovered the Mississippi is a sub-
ject of dispute. The balance of evidence seems to be
that Louis Joliet, who accompanied Pére Marquette
of the Society of Jesus, was really the first Frenchman
to reach the Mississippi (1673). Unfortunately Joliet's
journals were lost by the upsetting of his canoe just
before he reached Montreal in 1674; but Father
Dablon transmitted to France that same year a Relation

* The Relation Officielle de I'Enterprise de Cavelier de la Salle de 1679~
1681 is published (vol. i., 433) by Margry. The Journal of M. Jean
Cavelier, a brother of La Salle, is published as a translation. Shea's
Early Voyages up and down the Mississippi.

* Shea, Discovery and Exploration of the Mississippi Valley, vol. i., p.
151,
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de la descouverte de plusieurs pays situes au midi de la
Nouvelle-France faite en 1673. It was no doubt derived
from Joliet's reminiscences. An incomplete copy of
Marquette’'s own journal was transmitted in 1675 to
France by Father Dablon. Unfortunately the Relation
of 1677 recorded Marquette's death,* which prevented
any fuller account of their great discoveries by co-
operation of the two explorers.

The official memoirs and the narratives, republished
or for the first time printed, dealing almost exclusively
with the energetic efforts of Frenchmen to confine the
English to the seacoast, and prevent the expansion of
the English colonies to the north-west and south by
defending this territory by a chain of forts, fill the six
bulky volumes of Margry's Decouvertes des Frangais
dans l'ouest et dans le sud 1614-1698. But a wealth of
material remains in manuscript.

A book with a mere varnish of veracity, though
written with correct local coloring, is Aventures du Sr.
C. Le Beau ou Voyages Curieux et Nouveaux, parmi les
Sauvages de I'Amérique Seplentrionale, published in
Amsterdam, like sd many other French books which

* The Relation of 1674 by Pére Dablon, the Superior General of the
Jesuit Mission, tells from Joliet's verbal narrative of the discovery of
the Mississippi by Joliet and Pére Marquette, and regrets the loss of
Joilet’s manuscript by the upsetting of his boat in the Sault Saint
Louis. He promises however that, as Pére Marquette had kept a
copy of the document, it would be transmitted to France the following
year. It did not appear in print, but it was written in the manuscript,
with Pére Dablon's corrections and annotations, was preserved in the
Jesuit archives of Quebec, and given by the last member of the old
succession, Pére Cazot, to the nuns of the Hotel Dieu, and by them re-
turned to the Order on their return to Canada in 1842. It was trans-
lated and published by Dr. J. Gilmary Shea in 1855, and reproduced in
1861 in the Relations Inédites de 1672-1679, under the admirable editor-
ship of Pere Martin (published by Charles Douniol, Paris). The
incidents of travel are told with such greater detail than the missionary
reflections that we may assume that Pére Dablon's version of Pére
Marquette's narrative is substantially drawn from Joliet's Journal.




Alleged Portrait of Jacques Marquette, S, J,
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could not pass the censor in France. Le Beau was a
young French gentleman, exported against his will to
Canada, and the story of how he escaped from Canada
and of his adventures among the Indians, if not true,
is amazingly well told.

These sources of historical information are subordi-
nate to the mass of official documents contained in the
despatches and correspondence between the authorities
in France and the officials in Canada, a small portion
of which fills fourteen volumes that have been published
by the Province of Quebec. The records of the Sover-
eign Councils fill six bulky volumes. Most of the Cana-
lian records were removed to France after the conquest.
Their bulk was enormous, and they have not yet been
thoroughly sorted and filed, still less printed.

The archives of the Jesuits and those of the Franciscan
Order of friars must contain a vast store of historical
matter, probably more true to actual facts than what
was written by them for publication. In the Bishop's
palace and the seminary of Quebec are preserved in the
reports of the parish priests of the diocese for two
centuries and a half a store of local as well as general
information. And as the registers of every parish of
New France and French Canada have been kept with
scrupulous fidelity, they contain material which is
already being used by many curés in writing the annals
of their parishes. Sir James Le Moine in the Trans-
actions of the Royal Society of Canada, gives a list of
thirty-eight local histories written by priests between
1850 and 1896.




CHAPTER 1V

ON SOME OF THE CONTEMPORANEOUS DOCUMENTS
AVAILABLE FOR THE COLONIAL HISTORY OF
NEW ENGLAND

ILLIAM BRADFORD, who became Governor of
Plymouth Colpony on Carver's death in the
April following the landing of the Pilgrims, published
in London in 1622, in collaboration with Edward
Winslow, a Diary of Occurrences Covering the First
Year of the Colony from the Landing at Cape Col on
November 9, 1620, to December 8, 1621. But his
history, entitled A History of Plimoth Plantation, of the
Puritan Church in Holland from 1602; of the negotia-
tions preceding the emigration to America; and of the
faring of the Colony till 1647, though written late in life
in the form of a diary, was probably recast from
manuscript material jotted down from day to day.
The history is an autobiography, as Bradford was re-
elected Governor till his death in 1657, except for five
years, during Winslow's three and Price’s two terms.
The manuscript was preserved in the old South
Church of Boston till 1775. It was taken to England
on the breaking out of the Revolution and lost to sight
till 1855, then it was recognised in the Lambeth-Palace
library, as Bradford’s Journal, by Rev. S. Barry. It
has been restored—not to the South Church, but to

the Massachusetts State House. It is one of the
60
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sincerest, simplest, and most unprejudiced pieces of
contemporaneous history ever penned.

While Bradford was writing his account of what
befell the Plymouth Colony, John Winthrop also was
keeping a diary, the manuscript of which, after escaping
many dangers, has survived for our information. It
was fortunate, for posterity and for those over whom he
ruled, that Winthrop was available as the Governor
over the group of strong-willed and high-principled
founders of the Massachusetts Colony. He was a
man whose ardent religious zeal and pronounced
political aspirations were controlled and somewhat
softened by a strong sense of justice and some considera-
tion for the opinions of others; and whose temper was
influenced by the tender teaching of the New rather
than by the belligerent tone of the Old Testament.
He was elected Governor of the new colony before even
leaving London in 1629; and was subsequently the
first Governor of the confederacy of Massachusetts,
Plymouth, Connecticut, and New Haven. In his
history he therefore wrote of events of which he had
personal knowledge and of policies in framing which
he was a principal. He began a journal, as a diary,
the week after he and his colonists sailed. It is
therefore free from the faults which attach to docu-
ments written under the very eye of a reading and
criticising public. Part of his journal was published
in 1790 as a Journal of the Transaciions and Occur-
rences in the Seltlement of Massachusetts and Other
New England Colonies, from the year 1630 to 1649, but
it was not till 1816 that the missing third volume was
discovered in the tower of the South Church of Boston.
His complete History of New England from 1630 to 1649 *
was therefore not published till 1853. In using this
title, Mr. James Savage, the editor, followed Winthrop

" Last entry in the Journal was November, 11 1648,




62 New England and New France

himself, who describes his second and third volumes
of manuscript as ‘“‘a continuation of the History of
New England.”

During his life he published, under the title of Arbi-
trary Government Described and the Government of Mas-
sachusetts Vindicated from the Aspersion, a defence of
his action in the Ann Hutchinson controversy, when, as
Deputy Governor under Sir Harry Vane’s administra-
tion, he opposed the Governor and advocated the
banishment of Ann Hutchinson and her followers.
A pamphlet of his was also published in 1645, 4 Declara-
tion of Former Passages and Proceedings belween the
English and Narrowgansets.

A truer standard of Winthrop's real character than
from his political writings is afforded by the corre-
spondence between him and gentle Mistress Margaret
Tyndal his third wife, whom he married twelve years
before he sailed to New England, who followed him
thither in 1631, and who preceded him on the journey
to the other world by two years. Some of the letters
were written while England was still their home. Five,
addressed to his ‘““most sweet wife,” were written
during the year of their separation, when the ocean
rolled between them.

A diary of the voyages of the Pilgrims and the
occurrences of the first winter, till the election of Carver
as Governor, with four short narratives of journeys
to Indian encampments, was published in London in
1622, as A Relation or Journal of the Proceedings of the
Plantation Settled in Plimoth in New England. The
Address to the Reader is signed by George Mourt, a
hardly disguised pseudonym for George Morton, the
father of Nathaniel Morton. He had been active in
furthering the plans of the Pilgrims in England, and
to him these diaries, evidently not intended for publi-

Des
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cation, were sent. They tell—among other incidents—a
simple story of the help extended by the Frenchmen to
the little band of sick, dying, and almost defenceless
pilgrims. It is a pathetic preface to the sad history of
the subsequent altered relations of the two groups of
Christians. *

George Morton, or the G. Mourt of the Relations,
came to the Colony in 1623, but died in 1628. His son
Nathaniel, after his father's death, lived with Bradford,
and, being a scholar and his patron's assistant, was
elected secretary of the Court in 1645, and was re-elected
year by year till his death in 1685. He made use of
Winthrop’s Journals, and of the manuscript of his
“much honoured uncle Mr. William Bradford,” as
well as of the public records, to which he had ac-
cess, in compiling New England's Memorial. The last
entry was in the year 1662. It was published in 1669,
and was the first historical book issued from the Cam-
bridge Press in New England. It is, however, a color-
less narrative, although he was a poet, or rather wrote
verses. He was also author of a Synopsis of the Church
History of Plymouth (1680). A very interesting anony-
mous pamphlet was unearthed in the British Museum.
Its title is A Brief Description of New England,
and its author, judged from internal evidence, was
Samuel Maverick, who came to the country with
Gorges in 1623. He was not in sympathy with the
Puritan principles or rule. The pamphlet was probably
published about 1660.

Apart from these most precious documents, written
by actors in the drama, there is a wealth of contem-
poraneous literature, descriptive and critical, bearing
on New England. Ecclesiastical controversy was

* Mourt's Relation, with Introduction and Notes by Henry Martyn
Dexter, Boston, 1865.
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always rife, and was engaged in by the laity as well as
the clergy. The austere government, under clerical
control, was objectionable to many of the immigrants,
and some of them were not backward in publishing
their complaints.

Future historians of our own time will consult our
newspaper files, which will then be really as rare as a
New England Almanac.* Though a newspaper was
published in Boston before the end of the century, the
press censorship was so strict that, even if it had not
been suppressed, its news would have been of little
service to us. There came to Boston in 1686 a Mr.
Benjamin Harris, who, according to Dunster, was
“a noted public man, who has many good thoughts,
though he has wanted the art of expressing them.” He
had left England because, under James I1, England was
“so uneasie a place for honest men" that those who
could “sought out for another country.” In Boston
he set up a coffee, tea, and chocolate shop by the town
pump, near the change, “where he issued pamphlets
and broad sheets, . . . his wit being pliable to all
Inventions.” When, however, he printed, in 1687,
without authority, a newspaper—the first published
in America—entitled Public Occurrences, it was sum-
marily suppressed.?

Harris undertook a herculean task, which has not
yet been accomplished, for in the prospectus of his
paper he hopes “that something may be done towards
Curing or at least the Charming of the Spirit of Lying,
which prevails among us.” To this end he promises
that ‘““nothing shall be entered but what we have reason
to believe is true, repairing to the fountain for our
information. And when there appears any material

* The value of space in our large cities forbids their preservation.
* Dunster’s Letters, p. 144. Prince Society.
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mistake in anything that is collected, it shall be cor-
rected in the next."

Four years elapsed before the next newspaper was
born in New England, but the Boston News Letter,
unlike its predecessor, which died at its birth, had a
life of seventy-two years. The publisher and editor
was John Campbell. He, like the old-country editors
of “News Letters,” was the postmaster. He wisely
started with a less ambitious programme than the
witty Harris. He confined himself almost exclusively to
extracts from English news letters, and looked to adver-
tisements for his profits. ‘‘The news letter is to be con-
tinued weekly, and all persons who have houses, lands,
farms, ships, goods, wares, etc., etc., to be sold or let, or
Servants run away, or goods stolen or lost, may have
the same inserted at a reasonable rate from 12 pence to 5
shillings; and not to exceed: who may agree with John
Campbell, Postmaster of Boston. All persons in Town
and Country may have said letter every week yearly
upon reasonable terms, agreeing with John Campbell,
Postmaster for the same.” Nevertheless it did not
pay, for though Boston had a population fourteen years
later of 8000 souls, Campbell complained that he ‘‘can-
not vend 300 at an impression.” The 8000 was not a
reading public, however much thinking they may have
done.* The seventeenth century was in fact well
advanced before newspapers were printed in England
and public events freely discussed in leading articles.

* A complete file of the Boston News Letter for the seventy-two years
of its existence, is in the library of the New York Historical Society.
It is not, like a modern newspaper, a repository of local news. It gives
in brief the reports brought by incoming Europeans and colonials, and
is careful to exclude local gossip. The advertisements at the foot of the
last column are sometimes confined to Campbell's own notices of his
own paper. ‘‘Public Occurrences” and * The Boston News Letter"

are reprinted in part in An Historical Digest of the Provincial Press by
the Society for Americana, Boston, 1911.
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The Cambridge Press was set up in either the end of
1638 or early in 1639. It was the gift of a clergyman,
the Rev. Joseph Glover.

Josiah Quincy, in his History of Harvard (vol. i., p.
187), says: “This press Glover was bringing with him to
New England in 1638, but he died on his passage.
His widow, being possessed of considerable property,
purchased an estate in Cambridge and settled there.
The press was set up in this town in 1639 under the
auspices of the magistrates and elders, and Stephen
Daye, who had been brought over by Glover, but was the
first printer. Henry Dunster, who married the widow of
Glover, had the management of it in right of his wife
and as President of the College. It was at first placed
in the President’s House, where it remained till the year
1655. Its profits were small but continued a part of the
revenues of the College. The President superintended
and was deemed responsible for its publications.” It
appeared among the assets of the College. Principal
Dunster, when bemoaning its low estate, says: ‘‘All
the Estate the College hath (as appears by the Inven-
tory thereof) is only its present buildings” (and these
were from his account barely tenable), ‘“the library, a
few utensils, with the press and some parcels of land.”

The publications which issued from the Cambridge
Press were in great measure sermons, but they are a
very small proportion of the total number of discourses
printed. Most of them issued from English presses.
There exists an incomplete bibliography of 302 items
from the pen of Cotton Mather, principally sermons
or controversial tracts. The list of Increase Mather's
publications include 88 titles, mostly sermons. But as
the colonies progressed towards their political destiny,
the political tract became the most common method
of intercommunication.




The “Daye Press,” believed to be the first printing-press used in
English America; mow in the possession of the Vermont
Historical Society, Montpelier, Vt.
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The Almanac shared with the Sermon the public
patronage. There issued from the colonial press
sixty-five almanacs, beginning with that published in ‘
1639 by William Peirce. Boston seems to have offered I :
the best market, for repeatedly three per annum were
issued by different publishers.

One of the earliest publications from the Cambridge
Press was The Capital Laws of Massachuselts Bay, of
which, however, not a single copy has survived. Print-
ing the Indian translation of the New Testament by
John Eliot in 1661, and his translation of the whole
Bible in 1663, must have been a difficult task. The
educational books were the New England Primer in
English, and a Primer for the Indians. One historical
book from the Cambridge Press which has since had
wide currency, was Morton's New England Memorial.
In all two hundred and three imprints are known to
have been the work of Stephen Daye, Matthew Daye,
Samuel Green, Marmaduke Johnson, or Green and
Johnson in partnership, or Samuel Green, Senior and
1 Junior; or upon the death of Samuel Green, Jr., of
Samuel Green and his younger son Bartholomew.
The imprints may be classified as follows: Broadsides,
laws, proclamations, etc., twenty-two; Almanacs and
ephemeries, thirty-nine; Harvard theses and educa-
tional tracts, ten; Psalms (original translations), cate-
chism, translations of the Scriptures into the Indian
language, etc., thirty-two; Sermons and theological
treatises, ninety-three; one volume of poetry, Morton's
History, and other books which may be classed as
literature, seven; total, two hundred and three.
Before the close of the century there were three presses
in New England

The laws of both the Plymouth and Massachusetts®

* The Compact with the Charter and Laws of the Colony of New

g
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colonies have been published, but they are not bulky.
The mania for legislation had not yet affected the people.
The charter and its appendix of the laws of the Colony
of New Plymouth for 1623-1671 are comprised in a
large octavo volume of 357 pages, and the charter and
the general laws of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay
to the date of its new charter in 1692, when it became
the Province of Massachusetts Bay, fill only 211 pages
of an octavo volume. The statutes and legal codes,
counting out pages 18-40, which are devoted to charter
of Province of Massachusetts Bay, express most con-
clusively, if not eloquently, the stern respect for laws
of their own making and the spirit of self-government,
which possessed the founders of the New England col-
onies. But if we would get a clear insight into the inner
life of the people of either French or English origin we
must look to the judgments of the Supreme Council
of New France and the proceedings of the New Eng-
land general courts, for though the laws were few and
simple, the people of the seventeenth century were
hampered, perhaps more than we are, by restrictions of
their own imposition. The Edicts and Ordinances of
the Sovereign Council of New France, published by the
Province of Quebec, fill six volumes of about 1000 pages
each, and contain the judgments from 1663 to 1716.
The records of Plymouth Colony are contained in ten
volumes from 1633 to 1698, and those of the Governor
and Company of Massachusetts Bay from 1628 to 1686
in five volumes, volume four being issued in two parts.

Of what claim to be histories of New England,
written in or shortly after the seventeenth century,
there are three which hold a place in literature—Cotton

Plymouth. Under the Supervision of William Brigham, Boston, 1836.
The Charters and General Laws of the Colony and Province of
Massachusetts Bay, Boston, 1814.
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Mather's Magnalia, Rev. William Hubbard's and the
Rev. Daniel Neal’s histories of New England.

Cotton Mather's Magnalia Christi America, or The
Ecclesiastical History of New England from its First
Planting in the Year 1620 unto the Year of our Lord 1698,
printed for Thomas Parkhurst at Bible and Three !
Crowns, Cheapside, 1702, by its title expresses the {
motive of the work and the limitation of its value as
history. It is written pedantically and the author
succeeds in displaying an acquaintance with the Greek
and Latin classics, and even his knowledge of Hebrew.
It is diffuse in style as well as in matter. It tells the
story, through the endless process of relating the bio-
graphies of the governors and magistrates, and of
sixty famous divines. It describes the vicissitudes of
the University of Cambridge in New England, and of the
lives of the eminent people whom it educated. And it
keeps the best, in the author’s estimation, for the post-
script—"‘ the acts and monuments of the faith and order
in the Church of New England "—a ‘““faithful record of
many illustrious and wonderful Providences” and an
account of “the wars of the Lord "—by which is meant
the successful persecution of heretics and all who would
not accept the covenant and obey the elders; and the
Indian wars of extermination.

The book expresses the narrowness and bigotry of a
school of divines who during the seventeenth century
obscured by their loquacity and self-assertion the
incalculable debt which posterity owes to them and to
the sane influence of such statesmen as Bradford and
Winthrop; for both groups combined in laying the foun-
dation of the Puritan state, on which substructure the
political edificeof to-day has been built by other men, who
did not always recognise the Puritan origin of the plans’.

*In the preface to the edition of Wood's New England's Prospect,
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The Magnalia illustrates both the temper and the
principles of the men of the extreme left wing of the
Puritans, who hanged the Quakers and drove out
Roger Williams and the followers of Mrs. Hutchinson.
But they strove to live up to the standard of their laws,
as they read them; and in that respect succeeded better
than the examples they had chosen, the back sliding
Israelites of old.

The Rev. Thomas Prince's Chronological History of
New England (1736) is, as its title expresses it, a mere
compilation made by a conscientious and most accurate
scholar. The first volume, which was supplemented
by a mere summary, terminates the history shortly
after Winthrop's landing.

The Rev. William Hubbard, of whom we possess
the most meagre biographical materials, wrote a
History of New England to the year 1680. He was a
member of the first graduating class of Harvard,
was ordained in 1665, and presided over the church
of Ipswich, Mass. When he was in the prime of
life King Philip’s War raged, and he wrote a narrative
of the trouble with the Indians from 1607-1677; but
as his estimate of the white man’s duties to the abo-

republished in Boston in 1764, and edited, it is supposed by Nathaniel
Rogers (Massachusetts Historical Society Proceedings of November,
1862), there are the following remarks:

“The first plan of the government established a kind of theocracy by
making the words of God the rule of law. They gave the clergy infinite
weight in the constitution; they were naturally the expounders of the
law and in so young a country were almost the only men of learning;
from these circumstances the attact and def e to their cloth

was almost implicit and for aught I know to this very cause may the

greatest errors into which the country fell at its first settlement be as-

cribed.... No man, no community, under religious bigotry, under strong

bias to the clergy, can think generously and freely. Like a Cartesian

vortex it involves every sentiment within its one contracted sphere.
* Prince Society's edition, p. 26.
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rigines differed widely from that of the New England
philanthropist to-day, the book is not congenial read-
ing. His history of New England up to 1680 is a
narrative compiled from official sources and composed
in the spirit of the dominant party. But its tone is
more moderate and fairer than the controversial
writings of the period. It lacks of course the origin-
ality so conspicuous in the diaries of Bradford and
Winthrop, which were used in its composition. This
could only be looked for in the writings of the men
who themselves were making history, and were relating
motives as well as facts. Hubbard's book pleased the
authorities, who paid him £50 for the manuscript, but
it remained unpublished till 1815.

Rev. Daniel Neal's History of New England to the
Year of our Lord 1700 was written by a Congregational
minister of England and published in 1720. Never
having even been in the Colony he uses documentary in-
formation entirely, but so correctly that Prince, in criti-
cising the book, says: ‘‘It seems to me scarce possible
that any under his disadvantages should form a better."”
The author, however, was a scholar and so skilful a
writer that his History of the Puritans as revised, cor-
rected, and enlarged, is still a standard authority. His
History of New England was the most reliable source of
popular information about these colonies till Hutchin-
son's history appeared.

Oldmixon's British Empire in America, so far as it
relates to Massachusetts, is a compilation from the
Magnalia. And William Douglass's ill-digested Sum-
mary, Historical and Political, of the British Settlements
in North America, published in 1759, however valuable
to the economist, would never be resorted to for
general information, which it is difficult to find in it.
But Thomas Hutchinson’s History of Massachuseils

Y P
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Bay, the first two volumes covering the period till 1749,
is a history in every sense of the word. He was Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Massachusetts, but, having strong
royalist proclivities, ended his career in England. The
third volume, carrying the history from 1749 to 1774,
was not published till 1828, when it appeared from the
press of John Murray, edited by Governor Hutchin-
son’s grandson, the Rev. John Hutchinson. Though
born only in 1711, Hutchinson lived near enough to the
seventeenth century to imbibe somewhat of its spirit.
His father was prominent in commercial, political, and
military life, and his grandfather was the first Chief
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas under the old
charter. Besides these family links to the previous
century, he had access, not only to the journals of
Bradford and Winthrop, but to the public records of
the colony, which in the temper of the true historian
he knew how to use.

But if comprehensive contemporary histories of the
period are few, travellers were many and were then,
as now, fond of telling their tales in print.

Captain John Smith of Virginia fame chanced to ar-
rive in New England in 1614, and left us a delightful
Description of New England—or rather of its coast
and the main land for the twenty leagues inward.*
His enthusiastic description induced “The right wor-
shipfull Adventurers for the Country of New Eng-
land"” to avail themselves of a patent to occupy the
country. This he was commissioned to do in 1617,
and might have accomplished with results very differ-
ent from what subsequently happened, had he and the
fleet not been wind-bound in Plymouth for three months.

* Reprinted in vol. ii., of Force's Historical Traits, and in the new
edition of Smith’s Collected Works. Edited by Bradley; John Grant,
Edinburgh.
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But he consoled himself by writing New England
Trials in 1622 as a spur to goad England to make
the most of her opportunities, and in his last book,
Advertisement for the Unexperienced Planter of New
England and Elsewhere, he describes the hardships
which the early Massachusetts colonists had to endure.

Of books of travel, perhaps the most important is
John Josselyn's An Account of Two Voyages to New
England, made during the years 1638, 1663,* and his
New England's Rarities, describing the flora and fauna.

William Wood's New England's Prospect, London,
1634, though not a book of travels, is a description
after five years' residence in the country, of its geo-
graphy, its resources in men, savage and tame; vege-
tables, fruit, and animals; and its prospects. The
writer gives advice to the intending emigrant and
criticises those who, expecting a life of ease, and well-
built and organised towns, discover on arrival only
tents and wood shanties, and that work is the lot of all.
It occupies in New England literature the same position
as does Pierre Boucher's Histoire Veritable in Canadian
literature. It is written with no other motive than to
describe without prejudice the new land and its occu-
pants, whereas other books of the same period were in-
spired by strong bias for or against the prevailing order
of things in church or state.

The most conspicuous of these productions is Mor-
ton’s New English Canaan or New Canaan, containing
an abstract of New England, “written by Thomas
Morton after tenne yeares knowledge and experiment
of the Country,” printed at Amsterdam in the year
1637.

Morton of Merry-Mount accompanied the Wollaston
expedition to the Bay in 1625. The company seems

* Mass. Hist. Coll., 111., vol. iii., p. 211.
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to have consisted of a motley crowd, bent on com-
bining a maximum of pleasure with a minimum of
work. They were the forerunners of many English
immigrants drawn from the same class—the remittance
men of the West. They built their house on a hill
which still retains the English name of the leader of the
expedition—Wollaston. It became the scene of riotous
living and, as a mart of trade, a place where the Indians
could readily get in exchange for their pelts what they
most coveted, strong drink, guns, and ammunition. As
an ensign, a Maypole was set up, and around it in sea-
son and out of season the games and gambols of Merry
England were indulged in with a freedom and license
which would have shocked even English villagers. As
traders they interfered with the mercantile operations
of Plymouth. The guns and liquor which they gave in
barter for furs were a source of imminent danger to the
white population, for they would inevitably pass out
from the few disheartened Massachusetts to the Tarran-
tines of the East and the Pequots of the West. And
their immoral practices were an abomination to the
Pilgrims. On principle and from interest they rooted
them out by force of arms, scattered the colony, and
shipped Morton back to England. He returned to
Merry-Mount; only to meet with more summary treat-
ment at the hands of the Puritans, who by that time
wanted his home and possessions.

It was a shadowy period that, between the landing
of the Pilgrims and the establishment on the Bay of the
Puritans. During it at least three futile attempts
were made to colonise part of what was subsequently
occupied by Winthrop and his followers. The immi-
grants were either traders, pure and simple like the
Weston group; or Episcopalians, whose allegiance was
divided between the Church and mammon, like the
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Gorges group; or such an ill-assorted company as
Wollaston's, which included and welcomed men of reck-
less tastes like Morton ; or men of avowed hostile purpose
to the Puritan régime, like Sir Christopher Gardiner.

In 1849, Motley published, anonymously, the novel of
Merry-Mount. He introduces all the real personages,
and some imaginary ones, who constituted the scheming
riotous crowd of Taumkaak; and by contrast depicts
the prominent characters of the Plymouth and the
Bay governments. Motley says in his preface: “So
far as I know, the Epoch has not been illustrated by
writers of fiction with a single exception. I am aware
that in one of the volumes of Hawthorne's Tales is a
story called the ‘Maypole of Merry-Mount.” I was so
fortunate as never to have read that particular story,
and took care not to read it afterwards, feeling sure that
if I did so, my own picture would be still more unsatis-
factory to me.” Hawthorne's ‘‘Maypole of Merry-
Mount"” is a short sketch in his Twice-Told Tales,
but it gives a more vivid picture in a few pages than
Motley does in his two volumes, of the gay and the
grim sides of life on the Bay. The following verses
from the New Canaan justify the clearing-out process
which was so thoroughly effected by Miles Standish.
They were probably Morton's own, though some of
the doggerel (not to call it poetry) in the book was
attributed to Gardiner.

Drink and be merry merry merry boyes;
Let all you delight be in the Hymen's joyes
Joy to Hymen now the day is come

About the merry Maypole take a Roome
Make green garlins & bring bottles out
And fill sweet nectar freely about

Uncover they head and feare no harme

For hers good liquor to keep it warme.
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Nectar is a thing assign'd

By the Deitie’s owne minde

To cure the hart opprest with griefe
And of good liquor is the cheife.
Then drink, etc., etc.

Give to the Mellancholly man

A cup or two of 't now and than;

This physick will soone revive his bloud
And make him of a merrie moode.
Then drink, etc., etc.

Give to the Nymphe that 's free from scorne
No Irish stuff nor Scotch over worne

Lasses in beaver coats come away

Yet shall be welcome to us night and day
To drink and be merry, etc., ete.”

Morton, however, in spite of his grievances, is candid
enough to allow a certain measure of credit to his
enemies. In discussing the motives of the settlers, he
says: ‘“Among those that have settled themselves in
New England, some have gone for their conscience’
sake (as they prefesse) and I wish that they may plant
the Gospel of Jesus Christ as becometh them, sincerely
and without catisme or faction. Thatsoever their
former or present practices are, which I intend not to
justify, howsoever they have deserved (in mine opinion)
some commendation in that they have furnished the
Country so commodiously in so short a time; although
it hath bin but for their owne profit, yet posterity will
taste the sweetnes of it, and that very sodainly.”

Morton failed to secure his revenge in the courts of
either the Colony or the mother country. He joined
the Gorges party in opposing the title of the Puritans
to their territory, and enlisted in his cause Archbishop
* Prince Society's edition, New Canaan, p. 279.
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Laud and the religious bigotry of the Established Church.
But Charles and the Church party were too busy trying
to ward off the threatened rebellion at home to help
heartily in fomenting a rebellion on Massachusetts Bay,
and therefore the only weapon left to Morton was the
pen. The result of his single-handed duel is the offen-
sive description of himself in the third book of the
New Canaan. The first book gives a more sympathetic
and fairer description of the vanishing Indians than
some other contemporary records, and the second
gives a most glowing account of the country, its pro-
ducts, and its prospects. His harsh treatment at
the hands of the Pilgrims and the Puritans did not pre-
judice him against the land. He was not the only book-
maker and pamphleteer who resented the attempt to be
made religious by statute and the pillory, but the book
is the most notable of its class.

Another book describing New England in the end of
the century, less controversial, less prejudiced, and less
rambling, though cast in the epistolary mold, is John
Dunton's A Summer's Ramble, and there was still
another, published in 1643, belonging to this class,
written in a very different spirit to Morton’s and by a
man of less ability but more sincerity. Thomas
Lechford was “a student or practiser at law,” and a
member of St. Clement'’s Inn. Between 1630-1640 he
was in the full vigour of manhood and under the keenest
convictions of the truth of Puritanism. He took part
in the defence of Prynne and therefore came under the
notice of and excited the hostility of Laud and the Star
Chamber, and suffered accordingly. To secure liberty of
opinion and speech he went to New England. There
they wanted no lawyers and objected to some strange
notions of his which anticipated Irving's hierarchy of
apostles in the modern church, and to some novel
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interpretations of the Apocalypse. He also got into
trouble by practising without a license, but he avoided
punishment for his heretical views by explaining and
retracting. Nevertheless he starved for lack of employ-
ment and left New England as many an idealist
has since done, disappointed because republicanism in
practice did not correspond with republicanism in
theory, and dissenters were found to be as intolerant of
contradiction as Episcopalians. He therefore returned
to the old country; recanted; joined the Church of
England; gratified his preference for kings and bishops
over elected governors and elders, and wrote his Plain
Dealing, or News from New England. Nevertheless,
being an educated lawyer and a fair-minded man, he
has given us the best contemporaneous treatise on the
Congregational Church government and the order of
worship in New England, as well as a very intelligible
description of the machinery introduced there for the
administration of justice and the conduct of civil
government.

The literature of political discontent is, however,
not as bulky as that which grew out of the religious
controversies and the arbitrary manner in which the
civil powers settled them at the dictation of the elders.
The first dissenter from the Pilgrims and the Puritans
was Roger Williams. He came out in 1631 and was
offered the post of teacher in succession to Mr. Winslow.
He wrote afterward that he “conscientiously refused
the position of teacher at Boston and withdrew to
Plymouth because I durst not officiate to an unseparated
people, as upon examination I found them to be.” In
a certain sense many of the Puritans considered them-
selves as still members of the Church of England,
agreeing with its doctrines but opposing its ceremonies;
accepting as their creed the standards of the Church as
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expressed in the Thirty-nine Articles, but repudiating
its ritual as embodied in the Book of Common Prayer;
and absolutely repudiating its system of church govern-
ment. The relation of Church to State was not repug-
nant in principle to the churches of the Bay, for they
applied it in practice themselves; but it was opposed
to that complete liberty of conscience and freedom
of action which Williams advocated.

The men who signed the ‘“Humble Plea’ on board
the Arbella were not insincere nor was their sub-
sequent conduct altogether inconsistent with their
principles. Rev. William Hubbard, says of the Bay
colonists: ‘It must not be denied that they were the
offspring of the old Nonconformists, who yet always
walked in a distinct path from the Rigid Separatists,
nor did they disown the Church of England to be
the true church, as retaining the essentials of faith
and order.” But Roger Williams differed in toto
from such finely drawn distinctions, and those who held
them handled him as harshly as he treated them in
argument

Five bulky volumes are filled with his answers to
Cotton Mather, and his pleading for fair treatment of
the Indians and complete liberty of conscience and
speech for all men of every colour. His most famous
book was published in 1646, when he was delayed in
England, soliciting a charter for Rhode Island. The
controversy between the Presbyterians and the Inde-
pendents was at its height, and, therefore, Roger
Williams's Bloody Tenet as a plea for absolute liberty
of conscience and speech appeared at an opportune
moment.

But the Roger Williams controversy, as between
him and the Church in the Bay, was a family quarrel,
and not conducted with the bitterness which character-

-
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ised the Hutchinson Antinomian dispute, or the cruelty
with which the Quaker dissent was visited.

The Antinomian controversy turned on some of the
nicest metaphysical distinctions that ever interested
or distressed the theological mind. It came as nearly
creating a revolution in the little colony as did the great
Nicene controversy in the early Church during the
formative period of Christian dogma. The true theo-
logian delights in discovering and designating by clever
formulee minute differences which are not apparent
to the average intellect; and the more incapable of
actual demonstration the greater latitude there is for
diversity of opinion. Opinions differed, and a war of
tongues waged angrily on the subject of grace and
works. The Antinomian controversy gave rise to no
book of literary value; but two productions, conspic-
uous by the absence of that quality, are of histor-
ical interest. John Wheelwright’s Fast Day sermon,
which was one of the exciting causes of the contro-
versy, and his Mercurius Americanus are among the
few mouldy remaining documents of this furious and to
us unintelligible émeute. The latter is a rejoinder to a
very long and tedious tract, most falsely called 4 Short
Story of the Rise, Reign and Ruine of the Antinomians,
Farmelists and Libertines that Infected the Church of New
England. 1t is supposed to have been written by
Winthrop immediately after the dissenting minority
had been silenced by banishment. But it was not pub-
lished for over six years. Those in England to whom
the MS. was intrusted may have conceived it unwise
to print it, at a time when Laud was persecuting the
Puritans in England, lest justification for the cruelty
of the Archbishop and the Star Chamber and the
intolerance of the Church of England be found in the
display of equal bigotry and similar methods of repres-
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sion by the Reformers in New England. When it did
appear, Charles Francis Adams supposes, it was pub- 1}
lished by some one in the interest of the Presbyterian
party, which was at that time fighting for supremacy
with the Independents, who followed the ‘New Eng-
land way,” which was not an attractive way, if the
Short Story was true. It is not an unfair statement.
Still it can hardly have been published with Winthrop's
concurrence. He was not vindictive—quite the reverse
—and would not have needlessly wounded Wheelwright, |
a defeated antagonist and a pious clergyman, by re- |
viving a worn-out controversy. The diction of the |
Short Story differs from that of Winthrop's concise style !
when writing his Diary. But, when discussing theology, ‘

{

o ——

Winthrop was necessarily groping about in the dark
region of speculation. When writing history he was
recording what he believed to be facts. The Puritan

in action and the Puritan in the pulpit were always ’
widely different persons,—the one prompt and to the | 13 !
§
’

point, the other long-winded, ambiguous, and prone to {
hair-splitting on abstruse metaphysical propositions. I
Though the Quaker persecution illustrated the ex- ||
tremes to which theological bigotry will carry men '!
otherwise just and humane, it could not produce the |
political consequences of the Hutchinson controversy, |
which cemented the country and town churches, at first ] 48
divided, into a compact unit in favour of orthodoxy, e | '
United, as they thus became, in support of these opin- 4
|

{

ions, there was formed an effective party organisation,
primarily in support of a narrow theological system,
but really in defence of the laws—such as they were.
There were points in the Hutchinson and Quaker '3 Ui
systems that were identical, but the Antinomians held 1
to them theoretically, the Quakers proceeded to put (f
theminto practice. Both professed to follow the ** inner ‘q

| |
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light,” but the followers of Mrs. Hutchinson never set
the law at defiance as did the Quakers. Partly as a
consequence, one result of the Quaker propaganda
was four executions and innumerable imprisonments,
scourgings, and banishments, inflicted on harmless men
and women for obeying the dictates of conscience,
which ran counter to certain arbitrary rulings of the
court. This severity inevitably called forth a large
volume of literature, which, however, covered a very
narrow field of history.

The list of books elicited by the Quaker invasion and
their expulsion from Massachusetts commences with
Francis Howgill's The Popish Inquisition, Newly Erected
in New England, 1659. In the following year appeared
a pamphlet not inaptly entitled 4 Call from Death to
Life, as it contained the letters from the Boston prison
of the condemned Quakers, Stephenson and Robinson,
shortly before their execution. The letters are a
touching call to the people to appeal to God for light.
But hardly a bitter word escaped their pens. They
breathe the very spirit of Christianity, in striking con-
trast to the replies of some of their accusers and of such
defenders as Bishop.*

The General Court employed or appointed John
Newton to write its defence, which appeared under the
title, The Heart of New England Rent at the Blasphemies
of the Present Generation (1659). Francis C. Howgill
at once replied in a tract, The Heart of New England
Hardened. Edward Burrough and George Bishop in his
New England Judged, perhaps the most notable produc-
tion of the whole controversy, swelled the volume of
literature and added to the vocabulary of vituperation.

Nor did the flood of words cease with the century.
John Whitney in 1702 was driven by Cotton Mather’s

* Bessie Collection, vol. ii., p. 238.
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violent language to reply in like terms in his Truth and
Innocency defended against Falsehood and Envy. In
answer to Cotton Mather (a priest of Boston), his Calum-
nious Lyes and Abuses of the People called Quakers in
his late Church of New England.

The Quakers undoubtedly were a law unto themselves
a crime not to be tolerated by such strict legalists
as the Puritans.

The same apology cannot with as much justice be made
for the executioners of the witchcraft victims. The law
of Moses condemned to death witches and all who con-
sorted with them, and so did the laws of Massachusetts;
but it was theological ignorance and intolerance—not
civil necessity—which instigated the enforcement of
the statutes. The witchcraft literature, from the
Thursday lecture of the Rev. Diodat Lawson to the
present time, would fill a library, and it is not instruc-
tive reading, except to those who are studying diseases
of the human mind and the perverted meaning put
on natural events under false theological interpreta-
tion. The Mathers, as might be expected, defended the
extreme church view; but it is to the credit of New Eng-
land that one of the first protests against the hideous
witchcraft delusion was made in 1700 by a Boston
merchant, Robert Calef, in his More Wonders of the
Invisible World.

The most important domestic eventsin New England’s
seventeenth century history were the two Indian wars,
the Pequot War of 1637 and King Philip's War of 1675-6.
Both are recorded in contemporary documents. The
Pequot massacre is told by Philip Vincent whose True
Relation of the Late Battell, etc., appeared in London
before the close of the year in which the battle was
fought. And another narrative by Captain John
Underhill, who commanded the Massachusetts forces,
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was published shortly after. Other actors in the
scenes described left manuscripts to be published long
subsequently.

Of the far more serious struggle with King Philip,
the son of New England’s old friend Massasoit, at the
head of a confederation of tribes south of Massachusetts,
there were many histories in prose and verse, some
written from hearsay, others by participants in the
protracted struggle. Justin Martin counts sixteen
publications of more or less consequence on this
subject.*

The historical material published by local societies
and State governments is very voluminous. The
American Historical Association in its Bibliography of
American Hislorical Societies enumerates one hundred
and fourteen societies collecting and publishing histo-
rical information in the following States:

In Connecticut Societies, 8

* Maine e

“ Massachusetts “ 71

* New Hampshire * 7

“ Rhode Island “ 7

“ Vermont ¥ 9
and 7 New England Societies in other States of the
Union.

The most active are the Massachusetts Historical
Society and the Essex Institute. The former has pub-
lished forty-four volumes of Proceedings, sixty-seven
volumes of Collections, and thirty-six volumes of
Original Documents. The latter society has to its
credit forty-one volumes.

Three of the Connecticut Societies, the Connecticut
Historical Society, the New Haven Colony Histori-
cal Society, and the New London County Historical

* Mass. Hist. Soc. Proc., 2nd Series, vol. x., p. 345.
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Society, have published eighty-seven volumes of his-
torical documents and proceedings.

The historical spirit and local ambition and pride are
strong in New England.




CHAPTER V

THE DAWN OF FRENCH COLONIAL HISTORY IN NORTH
AMERICA

N the continent of America in the sixteenth and
seventeenth century we see reproduced, in the
several European schemes of colonisation, almost every
phase of the political development of Europe. In the
Spanish colonies the absolute control of a king through
his agent permeates every department. The principle
is carried into practice, that the national resources are
not only nominally but actually at his disposal, and
that the ruling classes as well as the members of the
lower classes, represented by the natives, are chattels
to be dealt with as he wills.

Though Virginia and the Southern colonies early
elected a representative House, which made the laws
and imposed the taxes, the Governor, nominated by the
Crown, and his Council, composed chiefly of the wealthy
planters, interfered in the government, and exerted a
control far greater than the Governor of Massachu-
setts ventured to assume even under the new charter of
1692. The government of the Southern colonies really
duplicated the political position in Great Britain almost
up to the time of the Reform Bill. In Massachusetts,
however, prior to the new charter and the cancellation
of the old in 1684, the constitution of that colony with

its elected governor, his elected assistants, and the
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elected General Court, vested in those of the people
who enjoyed the franchise, a power which no European
community till then assumed.

Of course the franchise was limited, and to the extent
of that limitation and of the power which the dominant
party then possessed, actual popular liberty was
restricted. But in New England republican rule was
realised even in advance of its establishment in Europe.
In all three groups of colonies the clergy played a
prominent part. But the contrast between the lethargy
of the Episcopal clergy in the Southern rolonies, the
active though non-legalised interference of the dissent-
ing ministers in state affairs in Massachusetts, and the
legal position of the clergy in the Spanish colonies and
New France, is suggestive from many points of view.
In fact, when we cross the undefined border between
the seaboard and the valley of the St. Lawrence, we go
back historically to the early feudal ages. In old
France the States-General had, till the reign of Louis
X1V, expressed, however feebly, the popular will; but
in New France there never was the semblance of a
representative assembly. The land tenures were feudal;
the powers of the Church were feudal; the form of
government was feudal; but the temper of the people
was not. Though the Frenchman in Canada was more
submissive to tradition than the Englishman in New
England, transplanting even a Frenchman to the soil
of the New World produced a change of species. He
held his farm, it is true, nominally as a vassal; he
did not question the dogma of his church nor did he
leave behind him the vivacity and courteous manners
of the old country; but he managed to be civil with-
out being servile, when he landed in America. And
when released from the restrictions of caste, he came to
recognise himself as an essential, if not important,
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element in the small group of men who had come to
conquer half a continent for France. He measured him-
self accordingly. On the Englishman the influence of
change of home was as remarkable in the seventeenth
as it is in the twentieth century. To-day the English
emigrant to one of England’s colonies, as soon as he
steps on the soil which he is free to own, gives vent to
theoretical aspirations which he at once proceeds to
put into practicee. He behaves very much as the
Englishmen did who first landed on Massachusetts Bay.

Cartier made his first voyage of discovery in 1534,
entering the Gulf by the straits of Belle Isle. He
ascended the St. Lawrence on his second voyage, in the
year following, to the foot of the Lachine Rapids.

When Roberval in 1542 entered the harbour of St.
John's, Newfoundland, with the colonists who were to
settleat Cap Rouge, nine miles above Quebec, he found
seventeen fishing vessels anchored there. France
always considered Newfoundland as hers by right
of its annual occupation by her fishermen, and till
1713, when it was surrendered under the Treaty of
Utrecht, she maintained possession of Placentia on the
south coast.

Though England looked with jealousy on France's
settlements in the valley of the St. Lawrence and on the
Mississippi, she never claimed those regions by virtue
of discovery or occupation; but when France, in the
middle of the eighteenth century, proceeded to infringe
on the Ohio Valley, which some Englishmen had pene-
trated, the struggle commenced which was to end by
France’s exclusion from the St. Lawrence and the Great
Lakes. Her voluntary surrender of the Mississippi,
under the sale to the United States, was made by Na-
poleon because, after Trafalgar, he could not protect it
if New Orleans had been attacked by a British fleet.
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The first attempt to colonise New France by Cartier
and Roberval having failed, the French government
apparently did not take the initiative in furthering any
other project till a charter was given to the Sieur de la
Roche, in 1598. In the interval, not only did traders
without special licence or exclusive privilege sail to the
St. Lawrence and exchange merchandise with the
Indians, but the French government in 1564, as would
appear from certain receipts for arms and supplies in the
archives of Rouen, contemplated sending an armed
expedition to occupy some portion of New France;
but whither it was bound is not stated.” The policy
subsequently adopted by the government was, as we
have shown, to encourage colonisation through the
agency of trading companies, endowed with monopo-
listic privileges.

De Monts was one of the Huguenots who had secured
trading concessions in return for fulfilling certain coloni-
sation conditions. And of all the concessionnaires he
alone deserves the credit, which is not generally ac-
corded him, of believing in the destiny of the St.
Lawrence, of risking again and again his fortune in
developing its trade, and of being the real founder of
Quebec. Champlain was only his lieutenant, but the
agent, as events progressed, overshadowed his chief,
and De Monts is forgotten and Champlain remembered
and glorified. But Champlain’s schooling as one of
De Monts's servants in 1'Acadie helped him to frame
a policy when he became Governor.

What is now Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Maine
was the debatable ground between the territories actu-
ally occupied by England and France. It was first
raided by Argall of Virginia, and of Champlain’s friends

* Gosselin's Documents pour servir a I'histoire de la Marine Normande
pendant les 16 éme et 17 éme siécles.
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at Mount Desert and Port Royal some were killed, and
others spared to be carried into captivity. He there-
fore became convinced that the greater the distance
between themselves and the English the better. An-
other lesson which his Acadian experience taught him
was the impossibility of compelling or inducing religious
bigots to live together in harmony. De Monts had en-
deavoured to live up to his principles of liberty of con-
science by trying to practise it in his Port Royal Colony,
and had failed. Champlain himself was not bigoted.
None of his actions reveal him in that character. But,
on the other hand, he was not an eighteenth-century
sceptic, or a nineteenth century latitudinarian, in theo-
logy and politics. He was a sailor and a civil gover-
nor, and knew the value of harmony and obedience.
A French official could not be expected to appreciate the
merits and foresee the ultimately beneficent conse-
quences of the New England system, in its application
to matters of State as well as of Church. In truth,
it was not till long after Champlain and several sub-
sequent generations were in their graves that the
revolutionary outcome of New England Puritanism was
developed. But what did happen before Champlain's
death was that theological controversy was already
waxing so hot in New England as to disturb public
tranquillity and lead to schism and sectionalism. In
that turbulent and transitional period, when the battle
was raging between the forces of tradition and reason,
it would perhaps have been criminal to agree to the
innumerable and often inconsistent compromises on
which toleration must rest. If that be true, Champlain
decided that internal peace could be secured only by
coercion, even though it involved the negation of reason.

When De Monts transferred his rights and his pro-
perty in I'Acadie to the Sieur de Poutrincourt, and with
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the hearty cooperation of Champlain selected Quebec as
the centre of a fresh colonisation enterprise, the choice
must have rested between the sites of the present towns
of Quebec and Montreal. Up to that date most of the
exchange of furs had been conducted with the Monta-
gnais tribes of the Saguenay and the lower St. Lawrence
at Tadousac. The far greater wealth of the West,
which ultimately made Montreal the centre of the fur
trade, was not then known. Quebec, therefore, was
selected, as it afforded a conspicuously favourable site
for defence, in the vicinity of a larger stretch of rich
level land than any other locality, on either shore of
the lower St. Lawrence, offered. And it lay midway
between the Saguenay and the Ottawa, which were the
two principal channels of trade.

Neither a priest nor a minister was invited to join
the first instalment of settlers to the new colony.
Whether this was accidental, or not, is open to doubt;
but as, when De Monts established his trading post at
Quebec in the summer of 1608, his concession carry-
ing trade monopoly was expiring, he could not have
been expected to import other colonists than wage-
earners. The concession expired and De Monts and his
partners for four years carried on competitive trade
apparently without privileges.

In founding Quebec, he did, however, establish a
trading post, where his rivals did not find the traffic
in furs sufficiently profitable to induce them to build
an opposition fort, or even to face the severity of a
Canadian winter; nor did they venture to extend their
operations farther up the rivers or to wander far from
their ships. They came with the spring and sailed
away in the autumn with what furs they could collect.
They generally took greater nautical risks than the
De Monts company was willing to run, for Champlain
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remarks that “they exposed themselves to needless
danger from the ice by reason of their insatiate greed
and haste to be first at the trading resorts.”

The profits from furs under free trade gave no return
to De Monts or his competitors, for the price of peltries
in Europe went down as the demands of the Indians
went up. If the merchants lost, so did he, and there-
fore after four years of free trade De Monts's partners,
less enthusiastic than he, decided to retire from the
St. Lawrence, and their leader was o