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t+Bo likewiso shall myheavenly Father do also unto you, if yo from your hearto rcrg'fv'gz ot e::e"iy

- 60e.ifs brother their trespasseat’—Matt. xviil. 36,

The parable of which the text forms the
- conclusion, was uttered in the hearing and
for the benefit of the disciples, This is
evident from the first part of the chapter.
At vérse: 21st we learn what it was that
led our Lord, at this particular time, to
explain and-enforce the duty enjoined in
the text. To that duty, indeed, attention
bed been directed in a previous part of
our Lord’s discourse, as we. gather from
vorse 15th, Remembeiing: this, Peter,
“after vavolving the matter in his own mind
~inall probability without having arrived
at say satisfactory result—comes to our
‘Bord and asks the question, “ How often
shall my brother sin against me, and I for-
giva him? il seven times?’ A very
"proper question, truly, touching a most
important braneh of Chiistian duty, of
which it isof the ntmost consequence right
i "views shoulth be entertained.
The disciples themselves, like most of
“théir fellow-countrvmen, had obscure and
seriously defective notions of their duty
towards those who had wronged them,
Of old time it was said, ¢ An eye for an
eye, 8 tooth for a tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot, burning for burning, wound
for wound, stipe for stiipe” It was
thought right to retaliate. It was zc-
,counted a just thing that one should be
_ avenged on him at whose bauds he had
| suffered wrong. As alaw desigaed to re-
gulate the public-admivistration of justice,
the sayiag beld’ good, and invelved a prin-
| ciple strictly just. The saying, however,
bad heen misinterpreted; and perverted to
the worst of purposes. It was looked upon
a3 expressly sanctioning private revenge, a
thing whieh here and, elsawhere ous Lo1d,
Q. 4

»

oxposes and condemns. The mére fact
that He does so, stiows it to have been a
prevalent sontiment at that tirge, and, we
may suppose, one wWith which the disciples,
in common with those of the sarie nation,
were infected. This, in truth, is a subject
that éven uow, and under the hew dispen-
sation, i8 imperfectly undeistood. This
question of” Peter, then, we may aséume,
was put with an ‘anxious desire fo Enow the
right andttruo, and a-sincere intention to act

ragreeably to it, He beliaved, as doubtless

'we all believe, that in-some senss ot othér
he ought to forgive an eming brother.

FBut he seems to have been i doubtias to

the frequeney with which it was incam-
‘bent on him to do this, He appears- to
have thought there siiculd be a liiit to
human forbearance—-a point at which-one
might justly feel refuctant tof extend: foi-
giveness—a time; in short, when, withioit
guilt, wo could steel our hearts against the
offender. If such was his ides, as it is
undoubtedly that of many in tke pressnt
-day, then, clearly, he was, as they are, in
grave error.  For, in reply to his question,
our Lord said, ¢ Not uatil sevén times, but
antil sevenly times seveny” thal js, as the
words obvicusly teack, without restrictidd,
and without reserve as to the matureand
aumber of the offences,

“Hercupon follows the parable of which
our test forms at once the contlusion and
practical improvemeat. Awnd it 7nust bo
2 cause, not less of profourd grief than of
utter and unfeigned surprise, that any oce
laying claim to the name of disciple, and
professing any regard to the Master’s will,
can. read that parable, and at the same:

.tirng continue to.cherish.and,display resent~
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ment or anger towerds.a follow-mortals|
Hia eharactor is deseribed to the life inthe

v

sasvent's who, though forgiven himself, |

xfesed to forgive his fellow-servant, He
can #es himsalf in this gospel mirror. Let
him trece hizown features ih this vivid re-
, precontation. Let him reflect how hideous
is the aspec he presents as thus practically
czhibited. And let him consider also the
ioevitable result, provided he undergo no
.charge. - “bo likewise,” eays the Lord,
“ghall my heavenly Father do also unto
yop, if yo from your hearts forgive not
overy one his brother their trespansses.”
I. In explaicing and enforsing the doc-
-&ice of tha text, I shall notice first the
duly itself; then the spirit in which it is to
bo discharged ; and lastly, the motive used
b epsurs attention to it
The duty here incaleated is to “ forgive
every one his brother their trespasses”
.That is, &s I understand the meaning of
the command, to regard and treat the,
offenders, at whose hands we have endured |
zeal or imeginary wrong, as if they had;
-nover commitied an offence against us,
Ho who does this expels from his heart and
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giifshed; but like one which, thongb hid-
den from view, hes continued to smoke
and smoulder, auntil, at an unexpected
moment, it burst oul in a, shest of flame.
It is not like s poison injected into the
human frame, which, ere it has had time
to spread its deadly Infection, has been ex-
tracted; but which has been permitted to
insinuate itself and eirculate threngh every
vein, carrying pain and death in its silext,
stealthy eourse. A poisen, a fire, a wound
—these terms but feebly express the mag-
niinde of the evil implied and involved in
the Jodgment in the human soul of an evil
thought or passion. On and by the dis-
lodgment of that thought or passion, the
wound is healed, the fire guenched, the
poison ejected.

This duiy, then, it may be swsumed, is
one not easy of performance. And some
find it harder by far than others. Much
depends upon the nataral dispesition,early
training, habits, pursuits, associates, and
surronndings. These and such like con-
siderations may serve to explain—in some
measure’ at least~~why in one instancs as
compared with another, the pardon of ap

mind all recollection, and effaces from his | offence hecomes & sort of death-struggle.”
aspect, acts, and language, every trace of | But althongh » differenes does exist
that offamee. In proof of this Hewill stucv, | amongst Uhristian men and women as to
on: every suitable occasion, and in every | the ease and premptitude with which par-
possible way, to do them good in soul,, don of au offence is extended, yet it is io
body, reputation, and ontward estate. He, reality a difficet eflort or exercise for any
who fails to do this, or does the very re- ’ one of them; tiat is, on the supposition
veras, does not remit but rezent the offence, | that the offence bas beeh or is of such a
or affront, or injustice. It is mot, in this kind as to touch them to the quick. No
case, like 8 wound that has been so tho-, one is baturally yossessed, or cap, or wif

rougBly healed, you can hardly, ou a close |
-gspectiod, tell that it ever existed; but,
“like one that has been concealed, or over
which a thin, glassy, transparent skin has
grown, and which the least esposure or
gentlest touch serves to irritate and inflame
-and-csuse to bleed afresh. It is not like a
fire that an upspringing and outgushing
tide of Christian love has utterly extin-

of his own aceord, display the right spirit.
On the contrary Le will manifest & temper
the exact opposite cf that God requires and
enjrius, In this respect we all closely re-
semble each other, or bear the family like-
ness.

The fact that zny particnlar duty is very
hard to discharge, is no proof that it is not
a present and most urgent one-—essentil
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to our paace of mind, spmtual profit, and
followehip with God. The true and’ fiir
inference to draw from the circumstance
of its being difficult, would be this, that it

is- our immediate and imperative duty!s

While it is always right aud safe, the path
of duty is often an unpleasant, rough,
thorny, obstructed path. And it ought to
excite misgiving in our hearts that all is
not as it should be with us, when we find
ourselves svoiding that path, and selecting
instead one less offeusive, less uncongenial,
less antagonistic to our views and feelings.
Any path that permits the existence, pro-
motes the growth, or prompts to the mani-
fostation of corrupt affection, is wrong and
ruinous. For our part, we should be in-
clined to think that he is in the right way
who is bent on doing that which he feels
to be difficult and repulsive, aud from at-
tempting to do which evil thoughts and
pessions strive to hold him back.

But, though difficult, this duty is neither
unreasonable nor impracticable. If it were
so, it would be but just to assume or infer
that our Lord and Master would not have
enjoined it upon us. So far from being

= out of our power, Scripture records notable
instances of its practicability, which it holds
up to our view, as examples for us to follow.

David was persecuted by Saul, to whom,
undesignedly and causelessly, he was an

oceasion of offence, Oftenr was the life of

the youth in the utmost jeopardy. And
ke himself feared he should one day perish
by the hand of Saul. On being put, one
time when in pursuit of hir with hostile
intens, in his power, David did not venture
or even desire 1o stretch forth his hand to
touch the Lord’s anointed. He departed
unscathed !

‘The prote-martyr Stephen, before breath-
ing his last, “kneeled down and eried with
aloud voies, Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge.” Like kis Lord, for whom, and in
defonce of whozo truth he died, his lnst
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breath was spent in prayer for his mus-
derors, Forgiven ‘himsblf, ha cotld :md
did-forgive his deadlisst foes. g

Paul affirms of himself and- {ellow-
laborers in the gospel ministry, « being
roviled, we bless; being persecuted, 6
suffer it; being defamed, we intréat.)” -

These and similar cases demonstrate the
propriety and possibility of cultivating and
displaying such a disposition ea-shall ‘ot
only enable but constrain ua to pardon,
habituslly, each and all the injuries-done
to us. To doubt this, ordeny it, is not
only to question the wisdom of His own
illustrious example, and the justice-of his
own express precept, but virtually to set
bounds to the invineible and sll-subduing
power of His grace—this being: one of the
4all things” that the Christian can do
through Christ strengthening him.

If any of us really wish to possets and
exercise this Christ-like spirit,—3if wa would
rather gét rid of than retain a grudge
against a friend,—if we love better to crush
than cherish this evil fecling, then them is
no veason why we should not now snd
here, by the uplifting of our hearts in
prayer to God for promised gracs, heave
from us, wholly and for over, the load. 6f
sin that burdens,and embitters;, and en-
slaves our souls!

2. Not only the duty itself is hera ststed,
but alo the manner or spirit in which it is
to be performed; to which it becomes us
carefully to attend. It is our duty to
“forgive” “from the heart” “every one
his brother their trespasses,” .That is, as
it can hardly be necessary to say, sincersly,
openly, fally, gratuitously, and <once for
all. Unless it be of this stamp;. it js not
entitled to be designated such at ail, bemg,
in fact, nothing else and nothing less than
downright hypoerisy. The languags of
the lips and the actions of the life must be
the just and suitable expreasion oz ewbodi-
ment of the staty of mind and heaxts



508
otherwise they will do us and others no
good, and give.God no glory. We shall
not, in the event of this holding .truo re-
specting any of us, allow our minds to re-
vert t6 wha. is past for the purpods of
reviving and re-optning old causes or
sources -of grievance and strife; or suffer
these to-give a bias-and. complexion to our
speech or behaviour: oy in any way hinder
us from: doing, fully and cheexfully, and
with affestion, our duty towards them.

Forthe sake of helping you to determine
a matter, ‘anxiety about which is not only
permissible bat commendable, 1 ask you
to examine—

(1-) The kind-of thoughts you entertain
of the character and-conduct of those of
your brethren whom you believe to have
affronted. or injured you. We may do
great injustice to one another by thinking
unkindly and uncharitably of their persons,
services, attainments, aclions, motives, de-
signs, desires, Thus unconverted stuners
do God great injustice in the thoughtsthey
have and utter concerning His character
which le resents and threatens to punisk.
“Thou thouglitest that I was altogether
stich an one as thyself: but I will reprove
thee, and set them in order befoie thine
eyes.”

So one Christian disciple may, when
uader the influence of temptation, or
blinded by passion, or misled by evil coun-
sel, or laboring under misapprehension,
think very ungeperously of another. This
i3 especially apt to be the case where any
varianee exists, or injury, real or fancied,
has been inflicted.., « Charity,” or love, as
Paul tells us, *thinketh no evil®—does
not admit Snto or cherish in the heart an
evil thought; but repels and resists it, as a
base and wicked iutruder into the domain
and temple of Christ our Lord. .Now, ex-
amine yourselves in this way aod by this
test,, in order to ascertain whether your
Ligarts be right towards those with whom

T"HE GOOD NEWS.

you have been or atill are &t varizmody
whether the relation in which yon stand o
them is such as the Word of God and sn
enlightened conscience, and a renewed
heart, do sanction: whether it be such ss
helps or hinders you in the life of faith,
and diminishes or increases your happiness:
whether, in a word, 4t prove a bond unit-
ing you more closely to, or a barrier sepa-
rating you from God and God's people.

If you continue to think ill of him—
harbor suspicions against his character—
insinuate doubts of his integrity—disclose
and magnify his defects; if, when there is
anything about him you do not fully up-
derstand, you put an evil construction, or
found an injurious impression, or circulate
a damaging Teport upon the ground there-
of; or even, if, to'your own mind, though
you never express it in words,-you givean
explanation that is unfavourable—if, to
sum it all vp in one sentence, you are
more, far more strongly disposed to $hink
4l than well of a brother who has offended
you, and to believe what is €v#] ratherthas
what is goad about him—then it is just as
clear as if written in sunlight—is certain -
as if it were audibly announced from
beaven, that you have not forgiven him! .

Again, ascertain the state of your feel
ings towards your supposed or alleged
offending brother ot brethren, to help you
to determine this question. Just observe
how you feel when themselves or families
are mentioned in your beatring, eithér with
approbation or disapprobation. Suppose
vou hear them severely censured, their
faults pointed out, their wesaknesses held
up to ridicule—how would you feel? and
what would yon do?

‘What kind of sensation would you expe-
rience provided intelligerice were conveyed
to you that they had got inyolved in diff-
culty, or that they liad besn left to expase .

themselves to the displenguze of the-wige’

and good?! Or with what sentimepts do
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yén 7ogard them us you see them pursue,
undxamrbe& acd undismayed, the even
tenor of thoir ealr, cansistent, loving, ten-
derlife.

“Whether do youIike Best those who side
with you against them, or those who side
with them against you? And on what
ground-does this like or dislike respectively
Test?

Whether do yeu, consciously to your-
selves ornot matters uot a straw, lay more
stress upon a testimony that agrees or that
disagrees with your own opinion of them?

Whether are you most inclined to get
angry with them, or others, for any.cause
whatever, real or groundless?

Test yourselves thus: watch the current
of your feelmgs, consider what it is in
connexion with ther, that gives you pain
or pleasure—that execites opposition or
conciljates goodwill,

If you are pleased instead of pained at
hearipg an evil worc. id of their charac-
ter, qr of opposition shown to thew, or of
a growing dislike, on the part of any, of
their pérsoms, or a diminution or with-
dr:iwal of their countenance and friendship,

“ihen this is another proof that cannot be
«mnsmd or overthrown, that you have not
forgiven them!

Further, notice Zow, when, and to whom,
for the most part, you speak of those with
whom you have been so unhappy as to
disagres and differ.

You will with certainty know whether
those differences have been settled, dissen-
sions allayed, mwnderstandmgs removed,
by observing what it is you say of them,
how you say it, when you say it “sind whers
and to whom,

Do your tones and language savour of

st and affection? or of sullenness, re-
serve, 'and bitterness? Is it your habit,
when ‘stating what is- true, to keep back
part of the truth, which is explanatory and
exculpatorv, thus Jeaving, of design, a false

»*
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impression? Do you, in speaking of them,

employ terms stronger than the actual facts

of the case warrant, or those, under any

circumstances, right feeling would dictates
Do you say all thie in their absence, and
when they can urge nothing in self-de-
fence, and to those whom they mever con-

versed with and could not put-right? Do .

you iry to-poison and prejudice their minds ,
against them, s0 as to lead io a disesteemn -

and even dislike of their persons, and .

friendship, and services? .If you do this
~if the tendeucy of what you do or do,
not do or “say, is to issue thus, as regard
the brother or brethren whom you say e:
assume has or have done you evil, of de-
sign or through inadvertence—then 1 can-
not imagine anything more plain, more
self-¢vident, more conspicuous than this
that you have not forgiven him or'them;
and that therefore this duty has yet to be
discharged by you towards them, as the
Lord here and elsewhere emphatically and
solemnly declares.

It but remains to notice the motive by
which this duty is -enforced, or rather to
state the consequences of neglect or non-
ooxnpliance therewith,

% 8o likewise,” Z:¢. in some such way, in
a manner closely resembling this, on a’

principle ‘procisely similar, “shsll my
heavenly Father do also unto you” “This

is afirmed of the unmerciful servant mén-

tioned in the foregoing parable, who,
though having every conceivable reason or
inducement to do so, refused to deal with
another as he had been dealt with by his
lord ;—who absoluiely declined to mete out
to his fellow-servantas it had been measured

out to himself;—who, while himself the .

recipient of signal and undeserved merey,
showed an indisposition to exercise it on &

-

much more limited sealeto one who eeeded , |
and agked it. This circumstance attracted |

the notice und axcited the indignation of

bis friends a‘nd assotiates, and by themwas
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reported to the kind and indulgent master
himsélf. Tha offence was-of so flagant &
character as to expose him to bitter re-
proach, and draw down upon his devoted
head coudign punishment. As'a just ex-
pression of his displeasure, the lord of that

THE GO0OD NEWS.

a8 that in which he deal® /th himt
"Thus, perhaps—

1) By making use of this circumstance,
that he is mot of a Torgiving disposition;
or that there is a Drother or that there are
"brethren whom he does not frecly and from

sefvant exioted from him to the ultermost , the heart forgive, to convince him thathe
farthing all that debt which otherwise | is not a disciple of Christ at all. For what
would have been remitted. That is, the  right, indeed, has he to regard himself as
rule or measure that he had made use of l sueh, or to be regarded by ethers as such,

ni the case of his fellow-servant, was, by |
one to whom he was under obligations,
apphed to himself.

“So likewise,” adds our Lord, applying
and epforeing the great truth he had been
teachmg; 450 Likewise shall,” &e.

It is foolish and profitless to attempt toj
tlace resemblances where none really exist,
or to-deduce other lessons than such as are

evident to the simplest reader of Seripture. | '

The parable in its general bearing is,
plain and intelligible. The great principle
that underlies and parvades it~~the grand
resson that it is designed to teach, is this,
* that “with- what Iudgment we judge we
shalt be judged, and with what measure.
we mefe it-shall be measured to us again;” '
or as it is thus otherwiss expxessed, that
“he shall have judgment without mercy
thaf. showeé 1o mexcy;” or as we have it
the mereifu! God will show Hzmse]f merci-
ful, and with the upright show meself
upright.”

‘This, then, manifestly, is the. eenﬁm] truth
which it is the desiga of the. pazble to
render conspicuons and luminous, like some
glittering and ecostly gem, on which, to
enhance and exhibit its beauty, the light
i3 made to converge and concentrate,

What, then, we are mext lad to ask, is
meant by God’s dealings with His servants
as this master deslt with his? or, as it
might be put thus, How does God dasl
with thom in substantiallythe éame way

while in this particular he net only does
not resemble him, but is the exact reverse.
This truth may be se forced upon his at-
'tenmon, as that he shall be compelled to

the conelusion that he hias never been for-
given his sins, and, except in this and other
! respects he undergo a change; never wilk
"be, This, sheuld if actually take place,
-will be for his lasting benefit?

(2.) By 8epnvmg liim of the comfort-
!able persuasfon of semse of forgiveness, in-
! somuch that he shalt feel in much the same
iway a8 those feat who have never tasted:
! that the Lord is gracieus. Worse, indéed,
by far thau they ean possibly foek; for as
! they know not the happm%s of possessing,

so neither kiiow they the’ mifsery of losing
the favor of God. With & mind at enmity
b with or estranged from any brother, no one:
can offer to God any-aceeptable sqrvice, or
derive any real benefit from prayer, praise,
the stndy of the Senptur&. 1t distracts
and agitates the heart, mars enjoyment,
vitiates every service, extinguishes affection,
obscures onr perception of tha truth, fetters -
thought, alienates the soul from God, and
hinders it from rising in faith and prayer
to Him “whese favour is lifa.” Thisili-feel
ing induces and ends in a kind of spirituak
paralysis, that leavés the soul benumbed
and lifeless. .

{3.) By such providential visitations as.
shall tend to despen in his minds prefound
and most painfuk sense of the grievous sin
he has bean gailty of, in ckerishing and
 manifecting such a epirit—g spirit eo glas-

<
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fmyily itoonsistent with his avowed. dissiple:
¢hif§ do éntiibly refugnatit fo Sciipture
Procipt, diid so direttly antagonistic to the
exatnple of the Lord Himself. Assuming
‘that Ha is a:disciple, it is only here, in this
prosent’ life, that he can be subjected to
digéipliné, dnd that which is wrong recti-
fied. Kow He may be pléased to accom-
plish this work in him, or when, we can
never -khow, and should not venture to
specify, Beyond the simple fact that He
will do this, and do it in such a manner as
thdt the perdon dealt with shall know it
right well-wsave and except the general
truth that He will « purge” every fruit-
bearing branch “that it may bring forth
mozs fruit,” this loving, gentle, and forgiv-
ing tempsr among the rest—besides, save
this elementary, self-evident truth or fact
ar principle, we know absolutely nothing.
It is not we who can or ought to go to
him, and standing up or over him in his
hour of trial, and say, “ Now, brother, God
i8 dealing with thee for this or that offence:
repeat of it in the dust of humiliation and
salf:abastment.” It is God alone who is
entitled to say this; end when He says it,
a8 ady it He will soon or late, the poor
wayward, wilful, blinded, eming mortal
will hear—ays, and give good and earnest
heffgeherete. . 7

¢Uan thine heart endure? or-can thine
Yands be strong in the day that 1will deal
with thes? I the Lord have gpoken it and
will doft” Amen.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TAIS
LIFE AND THE NEXT.

«Tn this life we grow up to our full
statare; and then we decrease til] wo de-
caase, wo decline and die. In the other,
w6 come st first to ¢ perfect stature,” and
eo continge far ever. We are here sul,ject
tb scxrows and sing; the first grievous 'to
83 a3 we are men, the other’ as we are

cod. mpn; lo, we 'shell qne’'daf: be freed,

riag)

petfasis - 1odsiazeweet. meditation. that

|7

B
fell ffotn' & rdvérand diving, -thbt inony
vegetable and brite dreatires do exceed
mén in length of days, and in happihess
in their kind, as not wanting the thing
they desire., The oal, the raven, thé stork,
the stag, fillup many yeais; in regard of
whom man dizs in the minovity of child-
hoodi This made the philosophers call
nature 4 step-dame to man, to the rest a
true mother, Forshe gives him least tirae
that could make best use of his time, and
least pleasure, that could best apprehend
it, and take comfort in it. But here
divisity teacheth and revealeth a large re-
compense from our God.  Other creatures
live long, and then perish to nothing; man
dies soon here, that heéreafter he may live
forever. This shortness is recompensed
with efernity. Dost thou bLlame wuature,
O philosopher, for cutting thee so short
that thou canst not get knowledge? Open
thine eyes—perfect knowledge is not to be
had here, though thy days were double to
Mothuselab’s.  Above it is.  Bless God,
then, rather for thy life's shortness, for the
sooner thou diest the sooner thou shalt
come to thy desired knowledge. The
best here is short of the least, there. Let
no man blame God for makigg him too
soon happy. Say rather with the Psalmis

¢ My soul s athirst for Gods O whenshal

I cometo appear in the glorious presence
of the Lord? Who would not forsake a
prison for a palace, a tabernacie for a,city,
a sea of daungers for a finn Jand of bliss;
the life of men for the lifs of angels?”—
Thomds Adams, :

FAITH.

I know Thee, who Thou art, Thou Holy One;
Oh, leave me not,—Thou shalt nut leave ma,~¥
Will gragp Thy sacrod mantle with the hap
Of faith, and wrestle with Thee till I die.

My soul is dark,

And without Thee.

My God! my Light

1 cannot see.

Doep in my inmost heart corruption lies;
In mo nogood exists—all, all ig sins
I cling to Thee. My being’s stony gates
Do Thoa unbar, O Lord, and enter m.

My sdul is dark,

And without Thee,

3y Qod! myLight!

I cannot soe.

Doath hasny power,tho wuriuy graye no glua

'o him whosé soul holds Theo within its shrine.

Time leads me ocnward Wil souibsivss aaste. |

But Thou hast conquered Timo, and thoaTt mines
My soul is light,. -

O Chrigtsfor h%m,
My God.and Lord,
ATt Wit méhow.”

¢
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- * THEOLOGY.”

Restless minds have not been satisfled
with the gospel preached by Faul, but
would ingeniously modify it. What ia
enlled “the new or negative theology,”
resembling Paul’s in little but in name, has

been satirized by an American- essayist in-

the-form of a parody on the * Pilgrim’s
Progress,” averring that, by the expertness
ofmodern engineering, the old and difficult
footpath has been converted into a railway:
that the Slough eofiDespond, into which
“twenty thousand:carbloads of wholesome
instructions had. been thrown without
offect,” has been filled up-with numberless-
tomes of French philosophy and German
rationalism; that the burthen which lay
s0 heavy and galling on the traveller’s
shoulders.tili'he saw the cross,.is snugly
deposited in the luggagevan;- that theroll,
‘which of old wes-sometimes cumnbersome,
Bas been pared down to aneat and elegant
ticket that the Hill of Difficulty bas been
tunnelled, and with the rock and rubbish
excavated from the heart of it;:the Valley
of Humiliation has been filled- vp; that
the defile of the Shadow of Death. is
fighted with innumerable jets of brilliant
ges which itselftexudes from the -soil}: and
that the last chilly river whick Christian
waded with no few anxieties is now regu-
larly orosced by a capacious steam ferry=
boat. The satire is too true. Are nob
meun taught that faith:in Jesus ie a vanity
—that a vagne confiderce in all-giving
Goodness is enough—that sage rasolution
supersedes change of heart—that the old
struggle between. flesh.and spirit may be
neutralized—that the oppression of sin is
a self-created dream and burden—=that
spiritual progress is only daily experience
—and that deathis but the debt ofnature,
which no one ean grudge to pay ¢

Alas! for thedelusion. Still must each
one feel his guilt andi look to his Saviour’s
cross; still must each one enjoy the vitak
change by which he is born-ato ¢ newness
of life;” stil must each one bhattle with
vnsubdued appetites and passions, that he
may be more thar a conqueror; sti}l must
each one by himsel!f meet death, aud only
through Him that died obtain a triumph.
It is not every ome: that hopes for heaven
who will-enter it3 for itis mo accidental

THEGOOD NEWS.
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destiny, neither is i &' neccssady toentimd-
tion of our career. It is by mo:law of
nature; as the fruit succeeds the blomsomy

or the fbsect birsts from che chryaslia, that
we coma-into-posstssion of'it. Christ 1as-
died’ to open*up the-path, and is Himself
#the way, thetruth-and the Jife.” Our
moral nature is appesled toythat & may

credit the testimony of Gods Waith, a0 it
sectres forgiveness, reunites us tothe sowrce-

of 'life; the Divine Sgﬁ'it" lits- to
the soul and fosters it therey thie Eingdom

is promised-only « 4o them thet Tove Him ™
—and faith worketl by loves “Thon wilt
guide me by thy: couneel, axd! afterward
receive me to glory.” O-that sil of'ws in
Humility accepted the Fordy and gove our
souls to him—lesrned at L foot, and
Joaned upon-His bosom=implored,. pos
sessed, and never grisved His 3pirit—eeub-
dtied every lust, and flung offevery weight
—grew into His likeness, and ravelled in
féllowship with Him—folt His presence to:
be-our chiefest joy and strength-—and were
prepared ¢ to-depart:and be with Christ,
which is far better.” Salvation and heaven
are ours only by faith like the centurion’s
tears, like those of Mary, . earnesiness like
tiat of the Syro-Phenician: mother, and
prayer like that of the thiefion.the ¢ross,
Christ; and Héalone, is Saviouns. ¢ Naither
is there salvation in any other: f§z thero
is none ather name under heaven giwen
among men whereby we mrust be- savedt™”
—Dr: Bidie: o

RISE 4AND PALT OF" EMPIBES

After thofaR of the Postuguess Emyire in-
Indis, & Bortoguese ecclesiastio:waa. by

an Englishman when Lo thought-his. naticn,
shoald become- able 1o resame its power,
« As soon,” repked he, “as the wickedness of
your nation shall exceed that of mine.,” This
man was master of the true key to the inter-
pretation of history;. and of the causes of
social prosperity, and® riee and fall of em-
pires. "« Righteonsness exrdteth a natiog; but
sin is & reproach to any people.” -Great
Britain, or any other country; is traly: 4.great,
glorions, and free,” just in prapertion in.
which her people walk worthy of Qhristianity,
acd maiotain among one auother the y
and irfluenge of religion, and diffase throughs
out colonial and couterminovs territories

civilizing and, enlightening knowledge: of the
382)81. “Blessed aro the peoplo whose
3odiis tha Lotd P Britich Workuoe.
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—~. COWS WAY OF PEACE.
"By Revs »I;'-.—H—o'nar, D.D,

Xaa’s own Oharacter no Ground of Pezce,

I God testify against us, who can testify
Sor ust If God's cpinion of man's sinful-
uegs, his judgment of man's guilt, and his
declaration of sin's evil be so very decided,
thera can be no hope of acquittal for us on
‘the ground of personal character or good-
‘neas, either of heart or life. That which

. God sees in ue furnishes only matter for
‘vondsmnation, not for pardon.

Ttie.xain to struggle or murmur against
God’s judgment. He is the Judge of all
theearth; and he is right as well as sove-
veignin hisjudgment. He mustbe.obeyed;
.hia {aw is inexarable; it cannot be broken
without maki:{% the breaker of it (even in

one jot or tittle) worthy of death.

When the. Holy Spirit opens the eyes of
tho soul it sees this. Conviction of sin is
Juet thesinner secing himself as he is, and as
Qod husall alongseen him. Then every
fond idea of self-goodness, eithor in whole
or in paw, vanishes away. The things in
him that onee seemed good appear so bad,
and the bad thingaso very bad, that every
salf-prop falls fram beueath him, and all
hope of being saved, in consequente of
something in his own character, is then
takon away, He sees that he canuot save
himsalf; nor help God tosave him. He
i doct, and heis helpless. Doings, feeiingz,
strvin ings, givings, abstainings, an
the lig:p::g foglgl to be o relief from a
sgnas of guilt, and, therefore, no resting-
placo for atroubled heart. If sin were but
a disea®d ar a misfortyne, these apparent
gmd things might “elieve him, as being

vourable symptoms of returning healti;
bt when sin i8 giélf even more than disease;
pad when the sinner is not merely sick
bag ¢ ndemned by the righteons judge;
thea none of these goodnesses in, himself
¢nq teach bis case, for they cannot assure
him of 5 complets and righteous pardon,
and, therefore, cannot pacify his roused and
wounded comsclones.

Ho soea Gods unchangeable hatred of
£in, and the coming revelation of his wrath
#geinah the sinner; and he cannot bu
tremble, Anold writer thus describes his
oug ¢, “ I had a desp impressioh of the

’0
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things of God a natyral cendition and a%n
‘appeared worse than hell itself; the world
and vanities thereof terrible and exéeeding
davgerous; it was fearful to have ado wit
it,or to-be richy Isaw its day coming;
Leripture  expressions waro weighvy; a
Saviour was a big thieg in mine eyes;
Christ’s agonies wore earnest with me, I
thought that all my days I was jna dream
till now, or like a child in jest; and X
thought the world was sleeping.”

The question, “ Wherewith shall I come
before-th s Lord §”is not ona which can Ls
decided by an aneal to personal character,
or goodness of lifs, or prayers, or perform-
ances of religion. The way of approach
is not for us to settle. QGod hasseltled it}
and it only rematus for us to avail ourselves
of it. He has fixed it on grounds alto-
gother irrespective of var character; or
rather on grounds which take for granted
simply that we are sinuers, and that there-
fore the element of goodness in us, 8s &
title, or warrant, or rocomwmendation, is af-
together inadmissibls either in whole or in
part. :

To say, as some irquiring ones Jo at the
outget of their anxiety, I will set myself to
pray, and after I have. prayed a sufficient
length of time, and with tolerable earnest-
ness, I may approach and count upon ac-
ceptance, i3 not only to build upon the
quality and quantity of owr"prayers, bu
it is to overlook the real question before
the sinner, “ How.am I toapproack God én
ordertopray £’ All prayers are approaches.
to God, and the sinner’s anxious question
is, “ How may Iapproach God{” God’s
explicit tesiimony to man is, “ You
are nofit to approach me;” and it isa
denial of the testimony to say, «T1 will
pray myselfout of this unfitness into fitness
Iwill work myself into a right state of
mind and character for drawing near to.
God.” Anxious spirit! Were you from
‘this moment to cease from sin, and do.
nothing but good all the rest of your life, it
would not do, Were you to begin pray-
ing now, and do nothing else but pray sall
your days, it weuld not do! Your own,
character cannot be your way of approach,
nor your ground of confidence toward God.
No amount of praying, or working, or feel-

ing, can eatisfy the righteous law, or pacify
@ guilty conscionce, or quench the flaming
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sirstd thit. ghirds tho acesss fito thy prés

senca of the infinitely Holy One.

That. which makes it safé for you to

-draw near to God,dnd right for God to

receive. you, must be something altogether
away from and independent of yourself;
for. yourself and everything pertaining to
yoursalf God has already condemned ; sud
no coudemned thing cau give you any
warrant for going to him, or hoping for
acceptance.  Your liberty of entrance must
come jfrom. something whick ke has ac-
cepted; not from something which he has
eondemned.

I knew-an awakened sonl who, in the
bitterness of his spirit, thus set himself to
work and pray in order to get peace. He
doubled the amount of his devotions, say-
ing to himself, Surely God will give me
peace. But the peace did not come. He
set up family worehip, saying, Surely God
will ‘give me peace. But the peace came
not. At last he bethought himself of hav-
ing a prayer-meeting in his house as a
certain remedy. He fixed the night; called
his neighbours; and prepared himself for
conduéting the meeting, by writing 2 prayer
atud learning it by heart. As he finished
the operation of learming it. preparatory
to the mesting, he threw it down on the
table, saying, * Surely that will do, Gorl
will giveme péace now.” In that moment,
astill small voice seemed 1o speak in hisear,
saying, “No, that will not do; but Clirist
will do.” Straightway the scales fell from
his eyes, and the burden from his shoulders.
Peace poured in like aviver. ¢ Christ
will do,” was bis watchword for life.

Very clearis God’s testimony against
man, and man’s doings, in this great mat-
ter of approach dnd acceptance. < Not by
works of righteousness wkich we have
done,” says Paul in one place (Titus iil. 5).
and “to him that worketh not,” says he
in 2 second {Rom. iv. 4); “not justified
by the viorks of the .aw,” says he in a third
{Gal. ii, 16). )

The sinner’s peace with God is not to
come from hisown character. No grounds
of peace or elements of reconciliation can
be extracted from himeelf, cither directly
or”m directly. His one gualification for
geace i3, that he needsit. It is not what

o kas, but what he lacks of good that
araws him to God; and it is the conscious-

ar
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ness'of thiis fnck that Bids B 166k elee-
where, for something both' to invite avd
embolden rm to approach. Tt is our sick-
ness, not our health, that fits ug for the
physician, and casts us upoun bis-skill

No guilty conscience can be pacified with
anything short of that wlhich will make
pardon a present, a sure, and a righteous
thing. Cau our besy doings, our best feel-
ings, our best prayers, our best sacrifices,
bring this about? Nay; having aceumu-
lated thesc to the utmost, dves not the
sinner feel that pardon is just as far off
and uncertain as Lefore? and that ail
bis earnestuess eannot persuade God to
admit him to favour, or bribe his own
conscience into true quiet even for sn
hour? :

In all fulse refigion, the worshipper rests
his hope of divine favuur upon svmething
in his own cbarscter, or hfe or religious
dutics. The Pharisee did this when he
caroe into the templs,  thanking God that
be was not 2 other men,” (Luke xviil. 11).
So do these in cur day who think to get
peace by doing, feelive, and praying more
| than others, or than they themselves have
i done in time past; and who refuse to take
the peuce of tise iree yospel till they have
amassed such an awount of this dofng and
feeling as will ense their conseiences, and
make them conclude that it would not be
fair in Goud to reject the application of men
so earnesi and devout asthey. The Gala-
tians did this also when they.insisted on
adding the law of Moses to the gospel of
Christ as the ground ot confidence toward
God. Thusde many act among ourselves.
They will not tzke coufidence from God’s
character or Christ's work, but from their
own character and: work; thodgh in refer-
cuace to all this it is written, “ The Lord
| hathrejectedthy eonfidinces, and thou shals
t not prosper in them” (Jer. §i. 37). They
objuct 1o a preseat coniidence, for that as-
sumes that a stuner’s resting-place is wholly
out of bimself;—rewiv-made, asit were, by
God. Theywoull have this confidence to
Le & very gradual thivy, o order that they
may gain time, and, by alitde diligence in
religious observances, may so add to their
stock of duties, prayers, experiences, dever
tions, that they may, with some Aumbls
hope, as they call it, claim acceptance from
God By this course of dejont living they

®
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think they havg made themselves more
acceptable to Gpd thap they were before
they bagan this yeligions process, and mych'
'!“oe;’ énfitled' to expect the divine favour
than those Who bave nat so qualified them-
selveg. in all this the attempted resfing-
placg is gelf,—that self which God has
condemned.” They would not rest upon
upprayiog, or unworkiog, or undevout self;
but they think it right and safe to rest upon
praying, and working, and devout self,
and they call this Aumélity/ The happy
confidence of the simple believer who takes
God’s word at once, and rests on it, they
call presymption or fanaticisin; their own
rpiserable uncertainty, extracted from the
doings of self; they speak of as a humdble
Rope. '

The stauer's own character, in any form,
ani under any process of improvement,
chonot furnish reasons for trusting God.
However amended, it cannot sneak peace
6 his eonscience, nor afford him any war-
sant for reckoning an God’s favour; nor
csn it help to heal the breach between him
and-God. = For God can accept nothing but
perfection in such a case, and the sinver
has nothiug but imperfection to present.
Imperfect duties and’ devotions canuot per-
suade God to forgive. DBesides, be it re-
membered that the person of the worship-
per must be accepted before his services can
be acceptable; so that nothing can be of any
nse to the sinner save that whizh provides
for personzl ageeptance complately, and at
the outset. The sinner must 7o to God as
beis, or notall. Totry to pray himself
into something better than a condemned
sinner, in order to win God’s favour, is to
make prayer an instrument of selfright-
eousness; 80 that, instead of its being the
act of an accepted man, it is the purchase
of acceptance,—the prive whick we pay to
Gol for favouring ue, and the bribe
with which we persuwle couscience no
longer to troubla us with its terrcrs. No
knowledze of self, nor eanseioustiess of im-
provement of seli) can soothe the alarms
of ap awakened consclence, or by any
ground fai expecting the fifendship of God.
Ty take comprt from ~ur good doings, or
geod facling 5,“6‘3' good plans, or good pray-
erg, or gogd gsperiences, i3 to delude our-
v?%g‘g%q_}’(; gay pegce when thera is no
ok e
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with sand, or with water from the Desd
Seas s0-ng mancap fipd xest from-bis gwa,
charagter howevex gond.or from Jiis omn
acts howerer religions, Even. wese he
perfect, what enjoyment:cguld. thege.be in
thinking about his own perfectionf, What
profit, then, can there be in thinking abput
‘his own impepfection ? -~

Even were there "many goodsthings
about him, they could nat speak pesea;
for the good things which mighs “speak
peace, could not msgke up for. the evil
things which speak trouble; and hat.2.
poor, self-made peace would that ks whichs
arose from his thinking as much:gosd and
as little evil of himself ss possible. And
what a teraptation, besides, wonld this fur-
nish, to extenuate the evil and exsggerate
the good about ourselves,—in-other-words,
to deceive our own hearts. Self-deception
mmust always, mora or less, be the resulf of
such estimates of onr own gxperiences,
Laid open, as wa are, in such a case, ‘ta all
mauner of self-blinding influsnees, it is.
impossible that we can be impartial judges,
or that we can be ¢ without guile” (Psa.
xxxii. 2), as in the case of thosg who are
freely and at once forgiven, .

One man might say, My sins are. not
very great or many ; surely I may:take penee; .
Another might say, I hava made up for
my sins by my good deeds, I may have
peace. Amnother might sav, I have g very
deep sense of sin, I may have pesce, An-
other might say, I have repented of wy
sin, I may bave peace, Another might say,
I pray much, I work much, I love much, I
give much, Imay have peace. What temp-
tation in all this to take the mostfavourable
view of self and its doings! Bat, after all, it
would be vain.  There could be no real
peace; for its foundation would be sand
not rock. The peace or confidence which
come from summing up the good points
of var cn.racter, and thinking of our good
feelings and doings, or about our faith,
and love, and repentance, raust be made up
of pride. Its basis is self-righteousness, or
at least self-approbation.

It does not mend the matfer to say that

} we look at these good feelings in us, ss the
Spirit’s work, not our own, In one aspect

this takes away boasting, but in another

¢an quanch bis thirst’

‘it does not. It still .xﬁ:?kj& our. pesce to

turn upon what is in obrelves; and not on
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what is in God, Nay, it makes uss of the
Holy Spirit for purposes of self-Fighteous-
pess, It says-that the Spirit works the
change in us, in order that he may thereby
furnish us with a ground of peace witliin
ourselves,

No doubt the Spirit’s work in us must
be accompanied with peace} but not be-
cauge he has given us something in our-
selves to draw ot pesice from. It is that
kind of peace which arises unconscicusly
from the restoration of spiritual health} but
ot that which Seripture calls ¢ peace with
God.” It does not arise from hinking
about thechange wrought in us, but uncon-
sciously and involuntarily from the change
itself. If a broken limb be made whole,
we get relief straightway; not by thinking
sbeut the healed member, but simply in
the bodily eass and comfort which the cure
has %iven. So there isa peace arising out
of the change of nature and ¢haracter
wrought by the Sphit; bat this is not
reconciliation with God. This Is not the

pezce which the knowledge of forgiVenessl

brings. It accompanies it and flows from
it, but the two kinds of peace are gquite
distinet from each other. Nor does even
the peace which attends the restoration of

spiritual healthtome atsecond hand, froma |
thinking about our change; but directly|

from the change itself. That changeis

the sonl's new health, #hd this health is in!

itself a continual gladsrexs,

Still it remains true, that in ourselves |

we harve no resting-placs. * No confiderce
in the flesh” must be our motto, asitis the
foundation of God's gospel.

HEAVENLY MEETNESS.

Meethess for heaven does not mean a
meriting of heaven. It only implies that
He, who has prepared a place for his
people, does, of his merey, prepare also his
people for that place. Christ, our kins-
man, has redesmed our forfeited inberit-
ance {Lev. xxv. 24, 25; Ruth iv.; Jer.,
xxxil 7, 8)3 and baving acquired it, he
holds it now at his own disposal. He gives
it to his own kin. Their restored title
rests with his purchasc, and their pessession
with his gift. They bave no other claim,
But thevo §3:a moctads (fikewiod hiy gilt)]
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its real communication. Thiy mectnes B’
the work of the Holy Spirit.

And it is accomplished in thom in this
present state. It was not on Mount Moriah,
wheti the temple of the Lord was being
Yeared, that the stones which composed the
building were cut and fashiomed. They
wero prepared before. In their native
guarry their excrescences were removed,
and their symmetrical fitness imparted.
Then, as they Were made réady, they were
suceessively transported to Jeruzalem; and
the glorious fane gradually raiséd its head
to the skies, until at last the kéadstone was
brought Torth with shoutings. Even so
now are the lively ctones beinjz prepared
for a spiritual house, Each bsliover looks
with wonder at the rock whence he was'
hewn, and the hole of thé pit whence ho
was digged. Each finds a work going on;
ot of himeelf, nor by himszif, but wrought
by a Master’s band.” I¢ is the fitting him
for his place in that building of the Lord.
1t is the work of adaptation for the noblest
use, the placing him in that house which
shall yet be consecrated for the immediaté
indwelling of the Lord of glory.

The firsh and easiest way of discovering
the meetness of any partidular stone o
j this living temple for tho designd of theé

 great Master Builder, i3 by broVibg il afteb
the chief corner-stope. o‘\’»‘v_g‘r is it
| shapen after this model? Wil the Jines

perfectly accord? Doth It lie firm and
; smoothly sli alobg “ the foundation that is
11817 Ts there no rockingd It Is a slow
) process, this accuracy of fitting it; but
there is infinite skill in the hand that is
carrying out the design., The work, when
it is begun, will not be suffered to remain
unfinished. Our meetness for heaven will
be found in our assimilation to Christ, our
title to heaven in our faith in Him, our
enjoyment of heaven in our fellowship with
Him. Such is the hesven of the Bible; .
and separated from Christ we could have
no heaven,

But in the Lord's temple theye are many .
stones; and it is out of these, fitly framed
‘tagether, the magnificent struciure ia grow-
ing. Here is suother mode of dizcovering
our mestness, Heaven - communion of
saints, When bronght to Chriskwe &o
" meds members of his family; &5, nooesd-

_whichever socompzics the tile axd proves
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"ing £a we ave extablished in our £ow pock
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‘qén, w3 hre “growing ‘fatre ‘and morg in|

love towards the  ménibevs-of- the "house-
‘hold. How can we enjoy heaven-in their
converse heresafier, if we‘ii) not enjoy com--
thunion with them now® “Happily for us,
the very same process that fits the living
stones of tho tetuple to ‘the thief corner-
stone, acsimiilates-them &also to-each -other.
The more we grow like to Christ, the more
our differences wita each -other will dis-
dppear. ‘Believérs are being now adapted
for each dther's torapany thronghont eter-
nity, not by being moulded after exclusive
fashions, but by being ‘fachioned after
Christ the Lord. And into the same
image they are individually changed, and
thus soguire 2 Yamily likeness, growing
Hke eaxch other, as each resembles ‘the
Redeomen:

Heaven 1z a holy plnce; and they only
can be brought into it who are washed,
who are scnctified, who are justified.
Most plainly does the Lord testify that
<«thera shall in mo wise enterinto it any-
thing that defileth” Sanctification s
meetness for heaven. The Holy One pre-
sents his pecple holy, and unblamable, and
nnreprovable i his sight. He clothes
them in spotless raiments. They walk
with him in white, for they are worthy.

“Corraption-liko, thon teomest in the-

She is

Su;

The Lord’.dear children, who are heirs
of his kingdom and glory, and who shall,
<re long, enter upon their full posses,sion.'
are being prepared in this world for allI
thess things., .And to quicken their de-
sires, they receive some foretaste of the
good things provided for them. Tha
grapes of Cansan they are permitted to
see, even while they are yet in the wilder-
ness. They are brought nigh to Christ;
instead of being left separated. They are
admitted into the general assembly audl
church of the firstborn, which are written
in heaven. They are sanctified by the!
Holy 8pirit. Their conversation is in
beaven. Their hopes are in heaven.
Their home is in heaven. They are raised
up above this world, and made to sit in
beavenly places in Christ Jesus. And
God's gracions work and furpose, already
begun in their souls, shall be carried for-
ward until it be secomplished, and they
are made “mest to be pariskers of the
inberitznes of tho eaints in light"eTract
m.,sﬁa. Lo - . e

v
HYMN 70 THE 8EA.

_Who shall daclare thezecret of thy'birth,
Thon old companion of tho sircling carth?
And having reaclied'with keoh poditic sight
%ﬁgggt tar hap y.lbird tirrod
. o -yast ailence stirpo . .
Roll'baols e folied darkhess of thb piifihl nighiy

gTaves
Of thouldering systems, with dark weltering waves
Troubling zggs. Ppeace of the first mother’s wombs

u
Whoso aucient atful form,

-togsing storm, §
‘Unquiet heavings kopt—=2 birth-place and & tomb.

qill the life-i':vmz Spiritmoved above
Tl{% face of :h (] gixatasm, witéxs oxéqativethvo
ing the en seeds of infant lights
What fitao ‘the mighty frord >
‘Through thine abyss waz heard

And swam from oat thy deeps the yot,mgday heavdn-
1y bright.

Thou and the earth, twin sisters, asthey ssy,
Ia the old prime were fashioned in ono day;
And thoreford thots delightest evermoro
With her to lie and play
©he summmer hours awag, .
Curling thy loving ripples up her quiet-shore.

a married matron long 280
With nations at her sido ; her milk doth flow
Each year; but thee no husband dares to tumies
Thy wild will is thine own,
'Fhy golo and virgit. uryne -
Thy mood is ever changing—thy resolve the same.

nlig}:t and moonlight minister to thee :—
QO’cr tho broad circle of the shoreless sea .
Heaven’s two great lights for ever set and rise:
While the round vauit z2bove,
In vast and sient love, )
Is gazing down upon thee with his hundred vyed

All nightthon utterest forth thy solemn mosny
Counting the weary minutes all alone;
Themn 1n the morning thoa dost calmly lie,
Deep-blue, cre yet the sun
Hs day-work hath be
TUnder the opering windows of ;3:0 golden sky-

The Spirit of the mountsin looks on thes
Over & Laadred hills, quaint shadows fles
Across thy marbled mirror; brooding lie
Storm-mists of infant cloud
With a sight. baffing shroad
Bantling the grey-bluo islands in tho western sk¥.

Sometimes thou difiest up thino handson high
Into the tempest-cloud that blurs the sky,
Holding rongh dallianco with the fitfal blast,
Whose stilf breath, whistling shrill,
Pierces with deadly chill

The wet crow fecbly olinging to their shattered mast.

Foam wlite along the border of the shore
Thine onwatd-leaping billows plubgo and roar;
Thilo o’z the pebbly ridges slowly glide
ool fgsh dm ot e
Watchers for some strack vessel gg}: boiling tide

Daughter and darling of romotest eld— .
Timo's childhood and Time's 2go thou hast ueheld,
His arm is feoblo, and hiseyo is dim 3
To talls old tales szuin,—
o woarics of lung pains— R .
Thou inm 23 ptthe firet: thou journeycst hot with -~
—~Dia3 of Czictderys
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PICTURES FROM THE BOOK. {souffing ot its foflen mesier. Xto olds
prophat, hiaving heard of the exd disaster
which he had been instrumentsl in bring-
; {ing about, comes and mourné oﬁve{}ﬁxﬁ,
. What strange group is that, on the road . and makes a great ado, as if he had hegn
that leads through the wood near Bethel? : iunocent of his blood. He tzkes up the
4 lion and an ass, with instincts alarmiugly | man whom his lies bad murdered, brings
reversed, standing by a dead man! Such ! him into the city and lays bim in his ovn
a sight is more thap strange! The flerce- l @rave, and be and his sons mourn over him,
Dess of the Jion and the timidity of the ass ‘. saying, ¢ Alas, my brother! Ahl had the
are gone! Could not the lion have allowed | character and source of the messoage which
the tman and the ass to pass, instesd of ! was delivered to the king of Jarael not
spricging ot and tossing the rider from | been at stake, it would have been the oid
his suddle, for apparently its appetite has - prophet and not the young oze that would
nct impelled it to slaughter, else why hes | bave fallen in disgrace. But as it is, the
it stopped shurt now?  And why does the  story teaches us this, that sinuoers oaly
ass not take to its heels, when it sees its | laugh at our fall, even although they have
master stretched 2 corpseupon the ground, ! enticed us to sin. Their tears for us, like
while tLe king of the forest, with glaring . those of the old base prophet st Buthel, ate
eye-balls, sits Ly witkin a death-bound? ! erocodile tears, snd their sympathy is only

THE REMARKABLE LION AND AS8 SCENE.I
1 KINGS i,

Each heedless of the other, and of aston-
ished wayfarers, and congregating crowds,
who have come from Bethel to stare and
wonder, there they are—a strange triplet!
The scene of Lot’s wife, standing ie all her
spectral whiteness, scares surpasses this!
What does all this mean? Ab, the secret !
is this. That young mas who lies sireiched

in death was sent by God to go and crv

meant to moek aa

XY.Z
COMPLETE IR CHEIST.

«QOne day,” says Bunyan, “as I was
passing into the field, and that too with
some dashes on my conscjence, fearing lest
vet all was not right, suddenly thiz sen-
tence fell upon my soul, ¢ Thy righteous-
ness i3 in heaven; and methought withal

ggaiost the idelatrous altar at Dethel: and | [ sam, with the eyes of my soul, Jesus
he was strictly charged simply to deliver; Christ at God's right hand. There, I cay,
his message, Lut to eat no bread, por driuk, Was my righteousness: so that wherever I
water, ror turn 3g3in to come bv the way 1 wae, or whatever I was dolng, Q.Od Could
that he had cone. Having heen deceived jnot say of me, ‘ﬂe wants my it

ST S Y| ness,” for that was just before bim. I also
by 20 old and wicked prophet, ho dis-) a5, moreover, that it was mot my good
obeyed; and as he was returning, a lion | frame of heart that made my righteousness
sprurg from the jungle and brought bim | hetter, nor yet my bad frame that made
to the grourd a lifeless man. But God MY righteousness worse; for my righteous-
cuffers pot the moble animal to dip jts | DES WA Jesus Christ himself, <the same
Sullers Doc 12 e ammal 10 AP WS, yosterday, to-day, and for ever’—Heb.

fao{is in the Liood of disobedionce. It sits|
beside Liin in proud disdein. ‘The lions
crouched as daad at the feet of Daniel the
prophet, Lut kere 8 prophet lies dead at
the feet of a lion that scorns to est him.
And the ass ke rods upon se2s nol now

xiil. 8.

«Now did my chbains fall off my legs
indeed,—I was Joosed from my afflictions
and iroos, my temptations also fled away
so that from that time those dreadfu]
scripwures of God left off to troubie me,
Now went I slsc home rejoicing, for the

the pasture on tha wayside, but siands | grace and love of God, So, when L ¢2sin
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hogne, J Jaoked to see if I could find that
sentence, ¢ Thy iighteousness is in heaven;'
but could not find such a siying. Where-
fore my heart began to 'sitik again; only
that was ‘brought to thy remembrance,
¥ Con £ 80, “Who of God is made unto
ds wWisdoin, and righteonsness, anl sancti-
fiation, and redemption’ By this word
I 3ai¥'the other senténce true.

«For by this seripture T eaw that the
man Christ Jesus, as he is distinet from us
as touching his Lodily presence, so be is
our rizhteousness and sanctification Lefore
God; here thercf ra I lived for some e,
very sweetly ‘at peace with God through
Christ. O, methought, Chuist! Ckrist:
there was nothing but Christ that was be-
fore my eves. {

I was not now ounly for
looking upon this and the ciler Lenelit of
Christ apart,—as of his L., Ll or
resurraction; but consider=d hitaasa whele
Christ,~—as Jie in whom all these, and all
his other virtues, relations, afices, and ope-
rations, met tagether, and that 2s he sat on
the right hand of God in Leaven.

« Twas gloriuus to me to seo his exalta-
tion, and the worth and prevalency of all
his penefits; and that becawse now I could
look frome myself to kim, znd should
reckon theft all those graces of God, that
now were green on me, were yet but like
those cracked groats and four-pence-lalf-

“*pennies that rich men carry in their purses,
when their gold is in their trunks at howe!
0,1 saw my gold was in wy trunk at
home! in Glnst my Lord and Saviour!
Xow Christ was alf: ail wy wisdom, all
my righteonsness, all my sanctificativn, and
all my redemption.

“ Furtber; the Lord did also lead me
into the mystery of union with the Son of
God,—that I was juined to hiny, tons T was
desh of Lis flesh, aud boue of wnis bone;
and now was that a swect wonrd to e in
Eph. v. 30, * We are members of bis body,
of his flesh, and of his boue-’ Ey tLis
also was my faith in him, as my righteous-
ness, the more confirmed is wme; for, if he
and I were one, then his righ.cotistuss ¥ an
mine, Lis maerits mine, Lis vicwry akw
mire, Now could I see mayself in beaven
and eart]) at oncd; in heaven by my Chriat,

by my.Head, by my Righteonsness and |

eath

e

oy

i

opgh.
o ot

by my body and

5

2 f

2
“Now I .saw Christ Jesps syas looked
upon of God, and Ms_hogldﬁt%a;? ‘ée fookgd

upon by us, as that common or public
person in whom all tha whole body of his
elect are always tb be considered and
reckoned ; that we fulfiltedthe law by him,
died by him, roge from the dead by him,
( got the victory over sin, death, the devil,
and hell, by him; when he died, we died;
and so of his resurrection,—¢Thy dead
men shell live, together with my dead body
shall they arise,’ saith he.—(Isa. xxvi, 19.}
! And again, “ After two days will he revive
"us: in the third day he will raise us up,
Yand we shall live in his sight’—(Hosea
I'vi. 2.) Which is now fulfilled by the sit-
“ting down of the Son of man ou the right
"hand of the Majesty in the heaveps; as it
' is written, * He hath raised us up together,

BWnN
and madeus sit together in heavenly places
lin Christ Jesus.—(Eph. . 6.)
«Ah! these blessed considerations and
! Seriptures, with many other of like nature,
were in those days made to spangle in
mine eyes; so that I have cause to say,
<Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his
sanctnary : praise bini in the firmament of
his power. Praise him for bis mighty acts:
praise him according to his excellent great-
ness,’—(Ps. cl. 1, 2.)” )

P

‘WHO ARE SINNERS.

If X should ask you, Who are meant by
sinpers? you would, perhaps, give me a good
many saswers, ang of different kinds. One
wonld say, sinners are persons that carse and

swear.  Another would say, thieves and
rvbbers are meast by sinuers.  Another
would say, murderers are sinners. Another

would suy, sipners means those who get
drunk ond break the Sabbath. And so on.
(= 1! these answers would be correct, for it is
trne that all the differeut persous named are
!sigzers  Tu* pone of these would be the
| proper unswers or the best answer to give to
; the question—who are meant by sioners?—
When God speaks about sinners in the Bible,
Ile does not mean only those persons who
swear, or steal, or com:nit murder, or do such
' Creadful things, but He menns «l! persons
Vawhs are not true Christions. All men and
| women, all boys and girls whose hesrts

i have not been changed, end who do nos

! love the Saviour, are’siuners i God's sight.
VWhegever -we read about “sipners” in the
Ribla, theso.axe the-parsons intsuded~mThe

DAL VN

Sgfe Coppass,

l
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PARABLE OF THE TWO DROPS. ’ Therefore, whatever thott ENyc3t, 70 baxintd
o— ’ | Le of the ocean,

Suppose Two Drops apert from the sea pye g gaith the other— for tho
should reason together, and the one should present we are not of the ocean, because
say to the other,~— we are not yet joined to it; and except we

Fellow Drop, whence are we? canst|perish, and be dissolved (as it were) to
thou conceive whence we came? or to; nothing, we are nothing; but if the sun

whom we belong, or whether we shall go? draw us up, scatter us, and dicolve us to_

Something we are; but what will in a, notbing, so that we are not ssen to be so
short time becoms of us—-canst thou tll? | much as drops, then are we iike to be
And the other Drop should answer,— something, for then we shall return into
Alas! poor felloww Drop, be agsured we ; the mighty ocean. And then we arg those
are nothing; for the sun may arise, aud | that have in us those rocks, and thosa
draw us up, and scatter us, and bring us, ships, and that Leviathan, and those fish

to aothing.  innumerable, both sinall and great! then
Says the other again,— | we may Jay claiim and appropriate to

Suppose it te do; for all that, yet we ' ourselves whatever may be appropriated
ore,—we hkave a being,—we are some-! to the sea, or to the ocean, a3 well as any
thing. Why, whkat are we? snith the, other Drop: for there are we united and
other. made one with the ocean.

Why, Brother Drop, dost thou not; . . . . .
know! We even we, small and con-| Why, Brotber, what are wet
temptible as we are in owrselves, are| Il tell thee what we are:—we are
members of the sea! Poor Drops though j “ members of the very body of Jesus
we be, jei let us not be discouraged; we, : Christ—flesh of His flesh, and bone of
even we, belong 1o the vast ocean! i His bone,” and with Him we shall bo

How? saitz the other, we belong toimade one spirit, and therefore be content-’

the sen, to the ocean; how can that be?'ed. Though we in ourselves are poor,
We have heard of the mighty greatness|and contemptible, and apart from Him
of the ocean: We have heard that there | nothiog; yet, by the grace of God, "3
is the huge Leviathan that sports himself! are what we are:” wein ourselves cannot say
therein, who js so great and terrible he:'I am, or I live; yot Christ liveth in me

feareth none; “ whose heart is as firm as and in time I shall see myself to Jive in

a stone, spd as hard asa piece of the.llim, and then I may, and thou maysi,
nether millstone; who feareth wuct the!clnim the same life with Him; for we shall
spear or the dart; who esteemeth iron as return to Him who is almighty, True,
straw, and brass as rotten wood ; the arrew 1 we shall be dissolved in onmelves, but we
cannot make him flee; darts are as stubble, shall be emptied into Him who is infinitely
and he laugheth at the shaking of aspear: . vaster thau ten thousand seas!

who maketh the deep to boil like a pot,! Ay, brother, says the other, sayst thou
and the sea like 2 pof of ointment;so <o? how can these things be? We bave
that he maketh a goary path to shine heard that Jesus Christ is ¢ God equal
after him, and upon esrth there is none'with His Father:” that He is almighty,
bis like:” what? that we are of the sea?'incomprehensible, immense. We have
How can it be? We have heard that the : heard that « He hath all powergiven Him
sea i8 great and wide, and in it “ creeping ' in heaveu and earth;” that He rules over
innumerable;” that ¢therein is that Levia- ' His enemies, and treads them all under
than,” and huge and roaring waves that! His feet; ¢ that He rules them with a rod
mount up to the heaven; and that therein | of iron, and crushes them aea potter’s vessel.
are ships, and mighty rocks whose founda- | And that He is set upon His throve, and
tions are immovable. Thou sayest that l triumphs in glory and masjesty, and is sct
we are of the ren, and that we belong to! down in holy and hazvexégy laces with
the occan! Where is any such vastness | His Father. In us, behold, thore is noze
or ctroogth in ust where i3 any of thoss | of these things: wo aro poor drops exd
wendofel and wmighty things To ust— | weak creatures; full of nothing bat g




yourselves &s good, holy, and pure,—so

i

{may take pozses. op of us, that we may

;imade partakers of His lifo and glory !—
\Dr. Keorhard. (Early part of the
: :Sevonteentl eondury.)

PHE GO0

tnd cozruption; empty, Vile, snd despic-
able: not only because of our smallness and
nothingnczs, but by reason also of our sin-
fuloess and impurity. We are empty and
changeable, and there is nostability in us,
—all ouractions declare ys to bein a perish-
inﬁ condition; — but Jesus Christ, to
whom thou sayest we belong, is glorious
and blessed, and liveth for ever! And
therefore, I will not believe I am part of
Him,~djt cat never be.

_Ob, maith f‘he other, bs ‘contented:
«Corn cvanot bring fruit of itself, except
it die; butif it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit” Neither can a drop return to the
ocean exespt it be dissolved in itself, and
-from its own proper being. So, even so

we poor Drops are in ourselves nothing;!

empty, poor, despised, apart from the
immenee ocean. But if we can be con-

D NREWRS. 21
MARES OF TRUE SAINTS. Y

1. When the mind retaina its deep soli-
citude abo=t salvation, and has it increased
by the ides, that a lost professor is the
most awful of all characters:

9. When theve is & continued and in-
creasing dread of sius renounced during
concern; and sanctification in these very
particulars is ¢arried on with vigour:

3. When besetting sinsare, if not totally
eradicated, yet repressed and kept under,
by watchfuleess and prayer:

4. When the idea of being a professor
makes the thought of sin committed more
bitter, and renders us restless and uneasy,
till we have obuined forgiveness, by
renewed faith and repentance:

5. When the sins of others, am] especial-

tent to die and forsake ourselves, then
should e return and bs made one with
the ccean. Could we but be contented to
aonihilate ourselves, and be brought ‘o
nothing, then should we be made some-
thing,  If that blezsed Bun of Righteous-
ness would arise and dissolve us, and
draw us up into Himeelf then we, poor
& we be, should be made one with Him!

Beloved, beloved, the only reason why
we remain such empty drops is, because
=0 estedm ourselves to be somewhat wi en
indeed we are nothing; while we set such
8 great prics upon ourselves, and look on

much better than our brethren,.—and take |
no{iee of ourselves, what a progress in!
religion o have made, and despiss others. :
This, this kesps us from being united tol
Him. Oh! those high swelling thoughts |
must be brought down; those thrones, and
powers sad principalities set in us by
Satan, the prinee of this world,—those
strongholds that kesp us from being|
overceme, and brought to nothing, mnst{
be brought down, that =0 God Himself

e joined 20 the Lord Himself, and be

23029 il bo any grictin heaven, suro it
:‘_ﬁitsty €3 £2at w0 kave done no more

ly of professors, and their low state of picty,
cause deep grief, and make us additionally

'anxious to attain to higher degrees of

!

personal godliness, in order that we may
preserve the credit of religion, and prevent
dishonour from being cast on the name of
Christ:

6. When we so love Gog as to feel that
our great business and delight is to obey,
serve and please him; and to find thatno
measure of service will satisfly us, short of
absolute perfection :

7. When the motive to obedfencs, and
to ail we do in religion s, so faz as we can
ascertain it, a prevaling desire spd aim to
glorify God:

8. When the sins of other professors
are mater of grief, humiliation, and distress,
and the failings of scripture saints are read
with awe, and regarded as beacons to warn
us from the rocks on which they split:

9. When we are pleased, not only with
comforting preaching, and such as dwells

lon the doctrines of grace, and privileges

of belicvers, but also with close, pungent
appeals to the conscience, and discourses
that, search the heart ard lay open its cor-
ruptions, and ere ever ready to co-operats
with our pastors in promoting revivals of
the church: :

10. When we retire from earthly mind-
ed, fashionable, and lukewsrm professors,
to associate with thoss who are eminently
holy, consistent nnd hesvenly:

{1. When no prespoct of gain can -

|7 Sozeeazh,

Lo T 0 enurgoe in 2a walaninl owapy-
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tion; or ¢o $AFY Op p:hgfyl oye by. for-
" bidden mesns; and rather than violate
trath, honesty, justice aud ganerosity, we
sould be contept with poyerty and 8 quiet
couscience,

" 12 When we canry religion with us
mto the shop, to regalate all our business,
and consider oursel: es under solemn obli-
gation to let our light shine forth before
worldly men inall our transactions; to make
the six days of labour, as well as the one
day of rest, 8 time for glorifying God;
and to consider-ourselves his servants at
all times and in all places:

13. When we feel not only an obligation,
but a pleasure, in practising self-denial,
and a villingness to give up the gratifica-
tions of appetite and feeling for the sake
of Chuist:

14. When, though diligent in business,
and not careless about property, our chief
pleasure in accumuiation, i3 that we have
more todogood with: and we avoid luxu-
ries and splendour, that we may have more
to spend fur God; and while not unmind-

ful of our famlics, consider that God has i

claims vpon, us, as weil as they:

15, When we have a tender conscience
easily roused, which will not allow us to
engage in doubifal actions:

16, When we are as careful to abstain
from ail angry, resentful and malicions
feelings, as we are from Jicentious and dis-
honest ores:

17. When our religion is not the spirit
of fear, and siavish dread; the sernvice ren-
dered by a slave to a tyrant; but of power,
apd love, and ofa sound mind; theservice
of achild to afather, in whom he confides,
aad for whom he has the strongest affec-
tion:

18, Wken there is 8 strong, stealy and
taborious desire to Jo good, especially in
the way of convertiug sinners, by personal
exertion, Ly property, by prayer, so that
we feel it 10 be a part of eur calling, and
ore great end of itto aid in saving souls
from death; when we are distressed that
Hittie 3s,duing i this way; are willing t¢
make sacrifices o do zood; arecontinually
devising means for this parpose; avd ve-

jolce-in what dthers are doing, even if they |

belong not to our party or dengmination:
_18. When'the mind though notglavish-
Jx,‘vqg'j%‘ao;'amly anxious about its state,
.‘ S R R MR R4

) aloue; we can sit by our firesids, and dresm

IRE GQRR NBWH

or safety, keops np a jealous yvatchfutos
aver itself, §n}<)i' ggiw%%;' “Enpiligy ﬁm
before God: et

20, When thers is ip affiction o
anxiety to have it sanctifjed than yemoved,
and a prevail{n§ acquiesehnes i the wil
of God in painful circuipistaritess ~

21. When the soul feels' an habit
drawing to heavep, 83 tg its natfve c'qq'n;rf
and home: Coe th

Then may the profsssor who has such
evideuces conclpde, that he isTndeéd airos
follower of tha {amb, 2nd notself-deceived.
—Rev.J. A. James, ~ 7

. ba

«OUR GHILD IN HEAVEN?

“There will be spheres of getign in the
life that is to comle,—vapt orbits yithin
which some will range, and lesser orbitsdn
which others shall moxe. We carno} byg
believe that our children will be childron
evermore—that amid the great family of
the redeemed, many. children swill ha fasnd.
To us the thonght is full of pleasure, Other
of our children are grawing up-to be man
and women; the vefy year, as they pasy
seem to rob us of their childhoad, buk
years can never reb us of the childhpod of
a child in heavan. Ip memory and in
prospect the departed ome vemaing our
tchild.” And so, as old aga comes:gregpe.
ing upon us apace, and these-wao werp ofir |
children have now gone forth gs men snd
women iato the world, and we ara kil

with unclosed eyes, and think hoy that
when our little one left earth i wag 8
+ 2hild '—then waybap we shall be gblp to.
draw nigh the spirit-tand ; ous tiraid healy
will shrink the less, when we ses therain:
¢a clild —our child. And if brightdaye
Liave passed, we shall believe in-brightdays
yet to come, O, think not for a moment
that there is any pause in the being of thy -
child; that the music of its life 13 gonel
Lot o tear of sorraw start besguge. then
seest other children at their spoxt; thep.
gleam upon the waves of troubled watars
thine glitters as ana lake of glasy Rt
P, B. Power. ) .

We would be afe?i in ﬁé,?hgsgggl
Cenizan, but re Jostii 46, b, soratel Wil
this briars ead'thoits of the-wifdebads, ©

g
o
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$Bufe fialy
. Astondand-bearer in Aberdeen, hps fallen,
g good old mab, at the ripe age of 73—John
Loigh, ﬁenqioqag on the Xxciss Depart-
pent.  Hé had, at 6ne time, beena superviscr
oxcise, with an income of '£200 8 year,
hut had, through intemperance, been reduced
fo a lower rank. This, he used to say, be-
came & blessing to him, for he wasled thence-
forward ta eeek the Lord, and flod him to be
mecions indeed. For more than twenty-
eight years he continned steadfast in his ser-
vice, and while acting a8 an officer in his dis-
tritt, was remarked ds one that spoke to
people about their souls. One young man,
pow liimseif an acfive labourer for the Lord,
relates how Mr, Leigh wet him one day on
bz pony, and engaged him to seek the Lord.
Ho promised, to. get rid of him, but never
fargot the cireutnstance,

For s numberof years past Mr. Leighhad
been living iw Aberdeen on his retiring
allowancs, with more time than ever to work
for the good.Master whom he loved. A few
years ago he felt it repeatedly laid on his
mind, “ Lift up o standord for the seople.”—-
Ard pondering what this might indicate, and
meying over it; the thought came into his
mind, t%at be should carry throngh the streets
of Aberdeen.a boord with toxts-of scripture
in large letters on it—just-asmany carry bills
aotifying .amusemsnts, &c. The thought of
each an undertaking was, st first, a dross to
bim ;-but he prayed sbout it, and at last re-
solved to begin, Thinking how he should

to got 2 board and texts, he was led

A call-on.a missionary, and found board and
testsready for him, 'They had been prepared
feruse on 2 special oceesion somd time before.
Ho goon began fo bear this standard throngh

to streets of Aberdeen ; and for years his
familiar form might be seen daily in some
parts of the city, holding up the banper bear-
kg on one side or the other, the toxts, “ Ex-
oepé.a-man .beborn again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God” <Believe on the Lord
desus Christ qud thou shalt be saved, and

y honse,” ¢ Flee from the wrath to come.”
Thofirst day he engaged in the worl, his
soul was filled with joy ; and ho was accus-
tomed to say, “ Well [ am happier to-day
than T wag yesterday.” “The outward man
ganskgth, but the inward man is rezewed day
y 863.” He nevér,faltered, altbough, in
his declining yesrs, he used a shorter and
b o, b ol
. doeling old.age coming on, he was revolv-
g dn;his mim?%;v{ he %ﬁght, speak for the
{Lond siter hie death, and praying  about the
ouktor, as'was his wont, some fricnds, acked
Jim tq allow his phofograph to bg’ taken.—

L

o
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o thite hig dgreed, pribvided tie Was takieh with
Board, tests, and all. Thud a ‘memoyial §f
him has bedn_preserved, with the texts gui
distinctly readabley, aud thus being Jdend hb
yet speaketh, and may long speak iu albums
and otherwise, those preeious words of ctzmdl
life. The neggtive is still preserved, and ap-
plieations are made for copies. Cne old gen-
tleman applied for s copy—Oh, sir, I did
not value him envugh, but *now ke is gone.
He used to speak to me about my sonl, whie
no one else did” A femaleluid donn Jouble
the price, replying, « Oh, sir, he wa3 worth
more to me.’

He spent & considerable time at Lis 2evo-
tions. By agreement with others he had
special parties to remember at a throme of
grage. A few mornings 2go, be had been at
his devotions as usual, and on his wife com-
ing into the room, she found him still on bis
knees, with bis Bible open before him ; but
his head inclined to ore side.  He was izsen-
sible. The Master had cume and calicd for -

1 him, giving him & foken to be ready. e re-

covered a little, was able to rocogllze sume
friends, and tell them Jesus was precicus.—
He lingered baut s little longer, and then de-
parted, to be for ever with the Lord, whom
he had loved and served.

His conversation was very spiritual. His
motto might well have been, “ Jesus only."—
A lady baving said to himouzday, ~ O coarse
you speak to people about their senls 23 you
pass on ?”  He had not Leen in the Libit of
doing so, and felt condemned. Bat he first
prayed about the matter, and then resolved
to speak to at least three every day. Going
out to begin, the first he met and spoke to
was 8 young wemapn. Askisy if she was
happy in Jesus; “No,” she replied, butX
‘am aoxious, and no one has spoken to me.”
Another day he was drawu to cross the street,
in a retired part of the city, and speak to a
finely dressed lady cominz up. On hissaying
he hoped she loxgd the Lord Jesus, she felt
deeply touched, Bnd confessed she once had
done so, but could not say so now. He
spoke to her, and brought her to a prifate
prayer-meeting; and soon she was again ro-
joicing in Jesus; thanking the Lord that Mr.
Leigh had been led to speak to her. Al-
though now removed to a distance, she still
retains her affection for him.

A young officer one day strack AMr. Leigh's
board with his cane. Mr. L. replied, “ You
will live to be sorry for that.” When the
officer returned from India, be came to hi
and introducing himself, coufessed. what he
had done, and was spoken tu. He is now
again abroad, but n believor in Jesns, the ens

mity taken away. o
At various {riendly houses Mer. Leigh was
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cecustemed to vwialt rogalatly, exihen o fized
.day woekly. Takiog oud his New Tesiznont,
which he always carricd with him, ko would
read a portion, and then engage in proyern
At the daily prayer-meoling, at two e'clock,
he was never absunt, always ecccapying the
same seat. He attended alzo varions other
more private meetings, and prayer-meetings ;
and on the night beforo his illness spoko-at
one of them with mnch vigour angd exrmests
pess. His private visits to the sick and
others were numerous. Although bis retiring
allowance was small hefiesly gave away a part.
1is usual salutation was, “ Well, brother.
is Jesus precions to-day? Praise the Lord,”

or the like ; perhaps telling on whab text he jma®*

had been meditating. He was ever ready to
distnibute fracts ; and or special ecensions,
such as feeing-markets, offered bis serwices,
and bad alwgys a word with each tract. His
practice also was to distribute Liile ecards
with tests quoted, ip his own handwriting.—

He was accostomed to say we should be’

weady to die any moment, He had prepared
a short epitaph for his own remains, with
texts, to be placed on higcoffin, that all visiting
mught read, aod this as early as 1848, keeping
it ready among Lis papers.  In public prayer,
one expressivn wat pretty sure to ocenn,
¢ Thy delightfal service;” and he always
concluded with the Lord's prayer. His con-
science was tender, He said we shunld not
ke under sin a moment, but always confess it.
Some things that be felt to be sin, many
weuld have overlooked,

At his faneral the shutteys were put anthe
windews of the shops in the street in which
he hived, A good mony f{riends, wministers
ol others, attended, whether invitad or not;
end many women end childrep lined the utreet
&s the foperal passed.  One womdn was
awakened while pressnt neqp the grave: On
the Lord's-dsy following mora thas one
muster took aotiee of his death, and teatified
to lus worth, He wasa member of (ha Free
Ghayeh, bat was guite unsectaricn in bis
sympathies. Tlewas ap Englishman by bigth,
end teaves & widow, children sud grand-chil-
‘é‘ﬁn' most of them, it is believed, following

His Bmiliar form will b missed from que
streets. A standard<bearer has fallen or rather
hes been cailed home to his yest and reward.
o~British Messenges.

Christian graces ate like perfumesy the
gore they are prest, the sweeter they amell ;
Iike stars, that chine brightest in the dark;
like trees, the more they are shaken, the
gggae: toot they take, and the more fruit they

-—— .
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} THEN WE BEGIN 70 82K IT IS
RAXRD TO BT0Z. -

There was a boy whoso nemo wes Frenk,
He wag in the orchaed on tho zido of 8 hill
His father wsas in the yr-d, odjoining the
orchard, at the foot of thohill, He calledtc
km, “Frank, come here,”

“Yen, siny” £aid Trank, and ctuchd Lo wy
at foll speed down tha kill.  Ho ran over to
far past his father, towards tho houce.

“Fronk, comoe here, ¥ cay ; dida't you hey
e call " asked his father,

“ Y, oir,™¢caid Frank f

“Well, then, what made Foz rea pot

#

n .
“Oh)” eaid Frank, «F ageing on B
con!g\?z stop™ 807 ageng e
pie o B

!Pa bu |

|

Thigia juid the way in which
into sin: “8inram entice thein” =33 they
c?x:sen!:. “Shcg got sgoivy end wg
stop.” » ;
“1 wens oehord Hims ago,” £2id o genths )
man {o. o feiend; “fo. the jail, to ec0 a youn g
man who hag ooce been a Sunday-zehod §
echolar, 'Tha keeper took q large bupeh o §
k:{s, and Jed; na thromgh the Ko, gloom §
halls, unlogling ona deor afier anothor o2l
at length ho.apensd (22 door-ofthg room b
which rat {J2 youny wan ¢ bpd
see. The wallz of {0 room were.of coam )
stooe, the fisor of thick plet’s, endibcloth |
windews were sirong ivon basx, i

Without, sl wea becztitids £ piajy
fields, the sweet fpwers, and Lo singing birt
ware as lovely as ever, bnf {2¥2 pouny &
could enjoy npns of thems 3 noy rover conld by
look on them again, forhe waz condinyad b}
death. He had killed & mas, asd pyzds
himself was to.d%e.. Thinls 8% calp i}
years old, and ye# a marderey P :

1 satdown besid> himyand talked siih Hn
*Qh I” £oid he, a3 the tears rollod Gota s
cheeks, « to think thad I should coma to thi
! dido’t mezn to €0.1 but I was deugk st
I grot angry, cod hofore I Znow wiad I ws
ghant, I killed him, €D, ifiha&oal&cm‘.??" :
O my wother, sod Batoned to my Sundy
schoot taocher, X nover ghonld howa eoppb
thi%{-; ¥ never ghould baga bee\;:.‘:x:nr% g "t

3 young man “ gof sgeing [
stop.” Whep “sinnegxg enficed him™ to bt
the Sabbath, to disobsy hia'mether, to Git
and gamble, he ought no$ to have eonzentd
%t woald have beon easy o him to takeld
stand then; but when bho ouge begam
sitn, like & stone thrown Gowa 2 £ b
mouataip, ke found it hard to stop,

ntleman loft him, he said ; * Wl
yoa pray for me, sir? And ch! tell b

1]

Ry

As the
everywbere to mind theie methers, cod &Y
away fwem had companicna® = _

DX
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AEZING QUESTIONS OF PHE | “justification,” “righiconsnoss,” and many
BIBLE. others. Now, if we ask ourselves “ whether
wo understand these words or no,” our com-.
It f2.qnite clear that what hinders & true | mon sense, when thus gestionwd, will rendily
understanding of angthiog is vagueness ;. and | tell as whether we do or not; although, if we
1 is by the process of asking questions that | had not directly asked the gnestion,.it. might
vogueness is.to be dispelled . for in the first | never have thought about il.  Of course, out
place, it remewes one great vagueness, or indis- | common. sense cannot tell us what, the true
tinctuess, which is very apt to beact the miuds | mennisg is; that is & matter of information,
of many; namely, the nut clsarly seeiug | and our means of gaining information may be
whether they andemstaud a thing or ne ; and | more or less, but still, a great. step is gained
pmuch more, the not secing what it is that the mist is partly cleared away; we can suy
they do understand, and what it is which | to ourselves, “ Here is somethiug which I do
thoy do.not. Take any one of our Lords, understund, and here is something which I do
parables, and read it even to a young child;, not; I mast keep the two distinct, for the
there will be something of an impression con- | first I may use, the second I cunnot; I will
yoyed, and come feelings awakened ; bat all | mark it down as a'thing about which I may
ill be indistinct; the “child will not know | get explanation at another time; but at pre-.
whether he uaderstands or no, but will suon sent it is a blauk in the pictare, it is the same
gain the habit of supposing that he does, as | as if it were nut there.” This, then, is the
that is at once the least troublesome, aud the | first procesy of self-ypestioning, adupted, as L
lesst unplensant to our vanity. And this | have already said, to those whose knowledge-
same vague impression is often received by | is most elementery.
_anedacated persons from reading or hearing | Sappose, however, that we are got beyond
eithor the Seriptures or sermons; it is by nu. difficulties of this. sort~—that the words and
means the same as if they had read ur heard | particuiar espressions of the Scripture are
aomething in an auknown lunguags, bot yet | mostly clear to us, Now, take again, ons of
they can give no distinct accvunt of what our Lords parables; say, for inotance, that
they have beard or read; they do nut know , of the Jubourers in the vineyard: we read it,.
how far they undesitand it, aud how far they | and find, that he who went to work at the
ds not.  Here, then, is the mwe of "ashing cleventh hour received as much as he who
questions "=ensking questions of vurseives ur , had been workiog all the day. This seems.
o our baok, I mean, for I am supposing the , to say, that he whe begins to serve God in.
caze of our reading, when it can rarely haspcn  bis old age shall recvive his czromn of glory
that wo have any living person at baod to B0 less thun he who has sexved him. all his life.
give us an answer. Now, tahing the earliest | But now try the process of self-gnestioning:
end simplest stzte of kuowledge, it is plain, what do I thunk that Christ means me to
hat the first guestion to pat to ourselves learn from this? what is the lesson. to me?
witt be, “ Do T understand the meaning of all j what is it to make me feel, or think, or do?
the words and e?vessions in what I have Ifit mekes me thiok that I chall receive an
bean reading?” ¥ know that this is taking  equal crown of glory if I begin to serve God
things at theit very beginving, bat 1t iy my , in my old age, und therefore if it leads.me to.
oish fo b se.  Now, a0 plan aud forciblo | live eazelessly, this i clearly makiog Christ
29 the English of our Bible, geveraly speahiug, | encourage wicheduess, and sach o thought
shat the words difSealt to be understvod will | is blasphemy, He cannot meas ms to learn
grobably not be many: yet some such do | this from it; let me lookat the parable again..
@zean, owing in some instances, tu & chauge | Who is it who is reproved. in. these words.
@2 the language; as in the words “let™ aud, which seem to contain ifs peal object? It is,
‘::énevmi, which now siguify, the one, “to; oue who complains of God fur having reward-
itow, or suffer to be doue,” and the other, | ed others equally with himself. Now this I
. ®{9 gtop, or hinder,” but which signified, | can see is not a good felling; it is pride and
Uben our translation was made, the first, “to | jeslousy. In order, then, to learn what the
£2ep or hinder,” and the sucond, “ tu be befuge~ | patuble meuns me 1o learn, let me put myself
hend with gs;” 22 in the prayer, * Preveut us, | in the position of those reproved in it. If ¥
OLord, in all our Jdoings, with thy most|complain that others sze rewarded by God
tons {fyvony,” the meaning is, “Let thy|as muoh asI am, it is altngether a bad feel
vour be with ws beforehand, O Lord in!ing, and one which I ought to check; for I
Fhatever we are going to do.” In other in- | have nothing to do with God's dealings to.
stances, the woyds are dificalt becaose they | otbers;let me think of what concerns myself.
€70 noed in a particolar sense, such as we do | Here I have the lessop of the parable com
oofleatn from pur common langaage; of| plete; and here I fiid it is uBefal tome. Bat
wich kinds ape the words “elect,” “eaints” | if I take it for & differert object; and suppose




&
"t it midans ¢5- éﬁé@iﬁhﬁ‘e weltitig: till “tho
eleventh hour-~weitiag tll We are old befdie
wo repent—ve flud that we make it out
actually to be mischisvous to us. - And thus
we gain & grest piece of ¥nowledge; namely
that the parables of our Lord aro mostly de-
sigued fo teach some one particular lesson,
with respect to some ‘one particular fault;
and that, ifwe take them generally, ag 'if all
ju them was applicable to all persous, whether
exposed to that particular fault or mof, we
shall absolutély be in danger of-deriving mis-
‘clief from them instead of good. It is true,
that in this particular parabl» the gross wicked-
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sar thit i€ hindéry uéx'rd i Bringdgihé mats
ter of that languags thioféughly home to us;

our minds do pot entirely assimilate with, it;
or, if ‘they faney that they do, it id-odly b

their becoming themselves affected, andloéing
their sense 6f the reality of things rarond

them. TFor our language is fized for us, apd
we cannot alter if; and into thaf commoh
longunge, in-which we think and feel, all trath
must ba translated, if we would think aod feél
respecting it at once rightly, clearly, ond
vividly. Iiappy is he who, by practising this
early, has imbued his own natural language
with the sprrit of God's nisdom and holiness;

ness of euch an interpretation as 1 havejand who can sty, aud nnlerstand, and fed)
mentioned-is guarded against even in the i them the betiwr, besause they aroso put into

story itself; becouse those who worked only

at the eleventh hour are expressly said g

have stood idle so lang only kecause no mad

aform with which he i= pevfectly familiar.
Aoro might he said, very much more, bt
bore T will now nause, I this world, wherc-

bad hired ther; their delay, therefore, was!in heavenly things are, after ail, hardto seizt
no fault of their owa. Bat, even if this cir-!and fix uron, we have great ueed that oo
cumstance had been left out. it would have | mists of imperfect understunding darken them,
been just the sam; because the geperal rule | over aed above tuuse of thecorrupt will.  To
is, that twe apply to a parable only for ite par- | see them cleuriy, to nnderstacd them distinet-
ticular Jesson, aad do net strain it to anything { Iy and visidly, way, ind~ed sfter all, be vain®
else. Had this been well understood, no_oue | g thicker veil may yet remain behind, and-we
would kuve ever have found so much difficul- may cee 4nd urderstand, and yet -perish.—
iy in naderstanding the parable of the aujust ' Only the elear siabht of God'in Christ can be
steward. no light blessing; and there msy be 8- hops,
This is another great step towards the dis- | thet understunding and approving with-all
pelling vagueness, to_apply the purticular | our minds bis excellent wasduh, the light ma
lesson of each part of Seripture to that| warm us as well as esvist oar sight; that w
state of knowledge, or feeling, or practice inlmay see, \ud nut i our vague and empty
ourselves, which it was intended to beriefit; | sense, bat I the furee ¢f the soriptaral meao-
o apply it as a lesson to ourselves, notas a.ipg of the word—nay see, and 0’ beliove

general truth for our neighbours. And the "
wery desire to do this makes us naturally lonk
with-cara.to the object-of every passage—to
see to whom it was addressed, and on what
"occasion; for this will often sarely guide us
to: the point that we want. Bat, in order to do
this, we mast strive {0 clothe the whole in
our ovn ¢ommon Janguage; to get rid of
those expressions which to us convey the
meaning faintly; aod fo put it into such
others as shall come most strongly home tous.
This I have spoken of on other occasions;
and ¥ have so often witoessed the bad effects
ofmot doing so, that I am sure it may weil
bear to be noticed again; I mean the pufting
such ‘words as “ persecution,” * the cares and
riches of-the world,” ¢ the kingdom of God,”
« confessing Christ,” “denying Christ,” and
meny others, into a langnage which to us has
moxe lively reality, which makes us manifestly
see that it is of us, and of our common life,
and of our dangers, that the Scripture is
speaking, snd not ouly of things in & remote
Hmeand country, and under eircumstances
quite vilike our own. Therefore 1 have &
strdog ohjection to:the mse of what is called
peculiazly religioue.inngtiage, hecagse. I am

Arnolty

COME, MIGHTY SPIRIT.

Come, mighty Spueit, penetrate :
This hua);‘& nudd woul of ?ine; o

And niy whele being, with thy grace; °
Pervade, O Lifs divine! :

As this clear air surrounds the earth,
Thy grace around me roll; . .
As tie fresh ugil pervales the air,
30 preres «al il my soal.

As, from these clouds, drops down in love
Tho precious suwmer rain, .

So, from thgself, poar down the flood .
That fresteus wl again, :

Asthese fair flawers exhale their sceqt
In gladuees at our féet, Y

So from thysell let fragrance breathe, -
More heaveniy and more sweet.

Thus life within our lifelecy hearts . -°

Shall make itc glad ‘abode; o
And we ~hel! shiue in beanteous.light!
. JFilled with the light ofGodiv - ~v¥
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THE GOOD NEWS.

REMEMBER ELI
A SOLEMN OALL UPGN PARENTS TO REMEM-
.BER THE ACCOUNT WIHICE THEY HKUST,
GIVE FOR THEIR CHILDREN'S SOULS.

By the Rev. R M M Cheyne.

¢ His gons made themselves vile, and he ro-
sttained thom nof”—1 Sau. jii. 13,

« And { saw the dead, smsll and great, stand
defore God,"—REV. xX. 12,

There is & report in heaven, as well as

&7

0

how awfal is the prospect! You will, om
that day, be damnued, if all thess things
are found in the book! But there is
another account even after all this is done,
namely, the account you have to give for
your children,~—for each of your children,
and each of theirsins! You will berecken-
ed guilty of their sius, if you did not checlt
them; you will be accounted chargeablo
with their follies and vices, if you zgroed
to let them go on in what way they {}aeased,
1 Sam. iii. 18, And who will the

among us that many of you are guilty of]

witness against you heref Wil it be con-

your children’s blood. It is believed that.science, and the devil, and your neighbour,

many of you allow your children to peris

and the Holy God? Yes, but in addition,

miserably. We wish you to inquire;your own little children! Your own chil-
whether or not vou be really chargeable dren will face you at the judgment-seat,

with this faarful crime.

and condemn you! Alas their agonized

You know that every mibister and elder'looks,—their tears,—their erics,—~their
has a twofold accoun. to give at the judg-|gnashing of teeth, will then awaken yousy
ment-seat of Christ; and so has every father couscience, and yon will be proved beforo

and mother. One of these accounts is to
ba regarding their own souls ; and the other
is to be regarding how they attended to
those undor their care. This lastaccount
will be as strict as the first; for one of the
holy prophets declares that there is an
unutterable woe lying upon those who
«feed themsslves, and do not feed the
flock,” Ezekiel xxxiv. 2. Now, parents,
you ¢ feed yourselves,” and fall under this
woe, when yoa are content wiih getting
meat, and drink, and clothing, while you
let your children become a prey to wolves,
thatis, to wicked companions, bad example,
temptations to sinful amuserients and
pleasure, by which their souls are ruined
for ever.

Oh! remember you have to give an ac-
count for your own souls! and that will be
ferful enough, and sad enough! God
will open the great book of judgment, and
turnto the page wherein your sins are
written, His bright light will shine on
the Eage, and you will be foread to come
wpthe steps of the judgment-seat, and read
what is written sgainst you. Your con-
acience will festify that every word is true;
and the devil will be a witness, for he led
gou inte the mire; and holy angels will
declore how they saw and shuddered st
your ein; and many of your neighbours
il be brought up to tell how you snd
they einmed together; end God himself will

the universe to be murderers of your own
children’s souls!

The mother of a little girl used to teach
her to pray, but only at times that sui 4
her own convenience. One day this littie
girl lookied in her mother’s face, and said,
 Mother, when I die and go to heaven,
and God Almighty asks me, *Did your
mother teach you to pray? Iwill teld
him, ¢yes, except on washing days.”” Waz
not this a case where the child scemed
already to be beginuing her officeas witness
against her parent’s sin! But there wad
another girl, whose history was far mor
awful. She had once cared about her sonl,
and sought a Saviour, till her father Jed
her away back to the worl@ and it> gioss
In the course of a yenr after he had sz
ceeded in making bie daughter thoughtless
and gay, a rapid fover attaeked her. She
called for her father in her kst moments,
fised her eves on him, and was zble to
utter, *Father, last year I would heve
sought Christ, but now, father, your ebild
?  She had not time to finich the
sentence, death arrested her! but, oh? wha2
a witness ehe will bs when she meete him
again, and veproaches him with having
ruised her soul] Theye is a hymn - hi
has often strucl us g3 being vesy solemms
and alsrming,~3 hymn thet mpmsnls
lost children upbraiding their parcats

1§ e,

fpeaks, end doglaro i8 to bo al) true) Okl

2

They ave cry:‘ng from the lowest bl ixlle
ing their parents the if they had tchen e
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dntorest in their souls, they would neverlover seventeen or twenty, whom they hall: -
have come into thav place of torment.  [destroyad. ¥et even these did at last find-
« Father, weep with ehame aud raeing,- theirsouls cleansed in that full, deep foun-
g)eeghfcg thy clz:im’iz uadoiug, tain. And youmay find thesame! -You
T the days wuen 1 1was young, 1 -
. Andmo proyer was mughti;n v t%ngne_ will then be like pardoned _Manasseh, .xv}ao,
f ran the world’s race sell, when jostified from 2} thingg by bathing
Aad flad my portien, Helll in the occan of Immanuel’s bloed, conld
Ween. mothe bat & walk at evening round Ziou, and look down
TPl ot Shorton Padlons wan ! into the very valley of Hinnom—the black,
Weep my lost spirit's fate, gloomy valley where he had made so many
Boy xow dﬂ;“vmteag:ggrlgﬁ; nwell, of bis children pass through the fire to
1 bed not wept in elll? - Molach,—and still retain his peaca with
God, and say, «Who is hethat condem-

QO parents!are any of you already stained.ngth? Tt i3 Christ that died” (Rom. .
with this crimson guilt? Have any of vouiviii. 34.) If you would thus try the power
cause to fear that you have sent sowme ofjof Christ's eacrifice to purify your guilty
your children to bell by your conduct?conscience, yon would soon care for and
Or have you reason to fear Jest you have'yearn over your childrens souls. You
set them on the way, although they are!would discovertheir guilt, and perceive their -
stitl alive? Up, and flee to the city ofjdanger, and you would long to see them
refuge! You are dike the ancient man-!saved and made “accepted in the Beloved.”
slayers,, (Numbers xzxv,) the avenger off We know, also, in regard to those of you
blood is at your heels? there is no remission'that have sought Christ for yourselves, but
for your sin, except in the MWoed of Jesus. have not been suflicicrtly careful to fulfil
Aud Jesus has made s> full and ample antvour baptismal promise, and comply with
atonement thzt, on the ground of it, evenithe demand of the Lord, by bringing your
a murderer of souls way be forgiven.ichildren to Christ; we know that the cause
Masasseh was a murderer of souls, and belis to be fonnd in your meagre views and
was forgiven through this precious blood.jmost ivadequate feelinys of the Saviour’s
{2 Chron. xx:iii) You, too, may be for-lglorions work.  Yoursense of the heinous-
giver, if yopr bivod-stained conscicnce briness of the sin which it purges away, isso-
washed in the precious blvod of the Lamb.!dull, and your apprehension of its infinitely
Your sowis may now be sore vexed aod iliiurgent necessity aud overwhelming grace, -
at ease; yeur peacs may be broken up, dnd'is so dim, that your languid feelings are
remorse may have well nigh begun thatinotstirred, though your offspring are living
guawing which shall never end; but beark-lin the open neglect of the great salvation. -
2o to the words that bring you glad tid-|Were you to die 1 your present unfaith-
ings: ¢ The chastisement of our peace wasifulness to your family and be saved your-
fad upon Him.” (Isa. I 5.) selves, “soas by fire,” you would necd to

Wa know that if you would baths in the!take an eternal farewell of your children
bleod of Him who © his ownself bare ouriLike Eli, you might be saved; but your
sies, in his own body, on the trew” thenifeclings on reaching ylory would be Jike
weuld your souls i delivered from the op-lhis. No doubt he iearned in heaven what -
pressive avd intolerable theught of the past,'he dreaded to think upon on earth, that his -
and you would be refreshed in the future,{sons, Hophni and i’lineas, were cast away
by the glorious prospect of bringing thosclas brands for theburning; and new all that
that remain, to. the same Saviour that re-'he could do, as he stood before the throne
deemed you. It is true you may feel likej—himself saved, but none of his offspring
the South Ssa murderers of their chil-ren,|—was first 1o adore the sovereign grace
who, on being awakeued, and taught the|that bad led himself to wash. in the blood
power of the blood of Christ, even thenlof the Lamb that removed eved that sin of -
foynd the consciousness of that sin—the|crimson aud scarlet dye, aud next 1o join
aurder of their children—the last whichjthe hallelujahs of the company that were .
they could bring to his_aiening blood.|praieing the rig;bteousxyrath of their God,
8omelamented in agony over sgven; others against tho lost souls of Hopbai and

-
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Phingas, while théysaw the smoke of their;Tt was thera that they learred, and 1 learn-
torments rsing up for ever and evered through them, that I had a soul.”

(Rev. xix. 3,) N III. You that care neither for your.own

Bearing these soletn truthe in mind,\;o "cour clildren's souls.  Whether you
be{n- us -when wo ptopbse to you that your care or not, stiil it is true that thereis a
children ‘should be-gent to the SansarH Saviour standing with open arms, saying,
Seroot. ’ « Suffer Jittle children to come unto me,

1 You that ‘cate about your own and|2nd forbid them not” (Mark x. 14.)
your children’s souls, We believe youare| Will you allow us to be kind to them, and
seeking out the best means of beuéfiting hgxd them to this Sa\:xaur? You would
those uxider jourcare. We, therefore, do fwish them to bo obedient, to be well be-
10 more than ask you to consider ivhetherjhaved, to be useful; you would not swish
or not it'would 'beuseful to send your ‘c},ﬂ_’to see them grow up to ke thieves, drun-
dren to our schools, Jf other circumstan-¥ards, and pests to suciefy. Let us, then,
ces are snitable, then your example mig},g,do what we can to lead tLem to Christ.

N (¥ . 3 SIS S 1 -3
influence some of your reighbours; and by Lo not himler us from shewning kindness
to your children. We entreat you rot to

your attention to.your childven, in prepar- i .
ing them at home for the Sdbbath Schoo],gbe unmereiful to tleir couls  Let not
you would have the satisfaction of seeingyour eye be evil tovard the children of

your children become a pattera to others.;your own bowels. Would you wish that
any of them should vet curse the day that

ever thev were Loru in your Louse, and had
though you are not ‘yourse]ves converted.|you for their parent ? -
Wo koow that ‘this is no uncommon case;] And now that we Lave ended our few
even infidels have wished théir children to,words of expostulation, we must say to
know Christ. Now, if you feel that you,those of you who agrea to put your chil-
yourselves have got no change of heart, dren under our caro {n afew hours on
we entreat you to send your children to Sabbath, thai we do nct in any degres
the Sabbath “School. There, by the bles- free you from the ebiigz.tions you yourselres
sing of God, they may be led to Christ. are under to attead to their souis. Noj.
The teachar’s 'whole aim is to briug them We cannot take upon us your responsibil-

* to the cross of Christ, to carry them to the ity, which Lecaznesowns at your childien’s
Shepherd who gave his life for the sheep, birth, and was sxued ou you at their bap-
snd to bathe them in the fountain open for tism. We cannot staul in jour place at
sic and wunclernpess. But if you allow'the judgment-l2z. Ycu must yoursehes
them {0 spend Sabbath evening, and per- at home wateh over their, jray for them
bsps all the day too, in whatever mannerazd  with them, lelj. them ia their
they please, you may expect soon to hearlessons for their cluses, uud speak to them
them utering oaths, and be grieved by theiron their returning howy, a> anxously as if
profanity, their contempt for the ordinanceswe had nuver saiia wond.  We ofier only
of God, their filthy and foolish deeds, and jto belp you. It wili pruie yow moze sure
others signs of a hardened heart. Butohlcondemnation 2t last, if 1t Le the case that
if they wera saved, you would be freed atjstrangers cared mote fur’ your children’s
the great day from the reproach of theirsouls than yuu jourwlis do,—the father .
ruin. And perhaps they might even car-jthat begat them, and e niuther that bore
1y home salvation to you! What if theyjthem. But, oh! how blesed, if, led by
should lead you by the hand to Jesus ?ithe Holy Spitit yourselves, you Lecome .
What if your experience should be that ofjthe means o leading ycur clidren o
a parent who said, ¢ I wasthirty years cid:Jesus]  We will stand Ly, rejuicing to hear .
befors I knew that T had a sowl, Butonejsou sy, ¢ Behald, Lord, T aud tha clib-
of our boys weat outon a Sabbath to play,|dren whou: theu bast glven wel” .
and was boought iz with bis anklebone

TI. You that care about your children,

0%t of joiut. Next Sabbath snotherof the Snlfil'm; ‘:ue ‘tio cox?e _t{\)Jer-uS. .
3 ; o I othor dear, fornit me noLs .
boy 8 got himself lamed. I resolved to By hiahtood from Lell he freesus, !

tend them to school to be out of the way. Makes s fair, without a spot 1
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8Baoffer ms, my earthly father,
At his pierved foct to fall;

Why forbid me? help me-rather;
Jesus is.my ail inall, ¢

Suffer me o run unto him;
Gextle sisters come with ma;

Oh that all I love but knew him,
Ther my home a3 heaven would be.

Loving playmate., and smilin
Bid gml:s ny;? forsaﬁythe Cross; &
Hard to bear is your reviling;
Yet for Jesus all is dross.

Tes, though all the world have chid me,
Fatter, mother, sister, friend—

Jesxs pever will forbid me!
Jesus love me to the end!

Gentle Sheperd, on thy shoulder
Carry me, a sinfol lamb;

Give me faith, and make me bolder,
Till with thee in heaven I am.

WAYES OF FIRE.

A traveller in the Sapdwkh Islands,
while visiting the volecano pear Hilo,
witnessed 8 wonderful phenomenon. As
o was sittisg at lunch oam a high bank
overlooking the crater, with his face tarned
¢o avoid the intense heat, he was startled
by a noise like the rushing together of]
bodies of water, and was obliged to run to
escape the great heat. The whole surface
of the lake was in the wildest commotion,

wave dashing on wave. Great billows of:

fire rolled from every side of the lake, meet-
ing in fierce conflict, receding and rushing
together again with increased force, shoot-
ing into the air, perbaps a hundred feet, a
vast spiral body of red liquid lava, which
Gnally combed over, and fell in graceful
spray back into the lake again. When
the lake was restored to its usual order, it
seemed to have fallen at least ten feet.

On resding the above, we could not
help thinking how forcibly it illustrates
the fearfal Scripture expression, “ tie lake;
of fire,”” and takirg up our Bible we read|
the following passage: But the fearful, and!
unbelieving, and the abominable, and;
wmurderers, and whoremongeys, and sor-|
cevars, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone: which is the second
death.” {Rev.xxi, 8.) ;

Reader! are you a believerin Jesus
Chrig? Ifyou are not, do you not read|

0D .NEWS,

your character and doom inthis dreadful
portion of God's holy Word, which caiinot
be “broken,” but must be ¢ fulfilled {"—
Herald of Mercy.

THE STATIONER AT THE FAIR
«A stationer, bejng at a fair, hung out
his pictures of men famous in their kind-
among which hebad also the picture of
Christ. Divers men bought according to
their several fancies. The soldier buys
his Cesar, the lawyer his Justinian, the
physician his Gaslen, the philosopher his
Aristotle, the poet his Virgil, the orator
his Cicery, and the divine his Augustine;
—every man after the dictation of his
own hpart, The picture of Christhung
by still, of less price than the rest; a poor
shopman that had no more money than
would purchase that, bought it, sayigg,
‘Now everyous hath taken away his god,
let me have mine) Thus, whilst the
covetous repair to their viches, like birds
to their nests; the ambitious to stheir
jhonours, like butterflies to a poppy; the
strong to their holds; the learned to their
arts; atheists o their semsnal refuges, as
dogs to their kenmels; and politicians to
their wit, as foxez *o their holes; the devout
soul will have no other sanctuary, fix upon
no other object, but Christ Jesus, mot
pictured in their chamber, but ?Ianted in
the inuer chamber of the heart.”—Saller.

A FATHER'S ADVICE,
The Rev. William Jay, of Bath, in
writing to his little daughter, said, * Search
your head all over, and if youfind two
enrs and only one tongue, be always more
ready to hear and slow to speakjand when
yon speak, spesk with diffidence and
modesty. Always say little of characters,
and let thiz little as much as possible be in
the way of commendstion. Gain soms
little addition every day to your mental
stores.” ’ _

The young resder may rogard this
advice as addressed to bery and may profit
by it. Itisa.good plan to ask ourselves
every night what good we have doze
during the day, and what we have learned.
That is 2 lost day in whichk we have not
done some. good or lesrned something.

-
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THE GOOD NEWS.

sabbath School Lesvons,

October 16t‘1i,1>1864.
THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN. -
Read Luké xx, 1-18. :
Conneetson~The incidents rocorded hero took
placo three or four'days.bofors Christ’s death. His
triumphant entry into Jétusalem, His authorative
the traders.fror the temple, and th
favour bestowed on Him by the people. had raise
the jealousy of tho chief priests'ard-sotibes, and 1od
them thus to challenge His agthority. -~ -
J. Cbrist’s Authorify Chollenged, ver. 1-8.
Christ taughtin the temgle from morning

1ill pight during those last days of His life,

Luke xxi. 37. The chief priests seem to
have come officially to put a'stop to Christ’s
teaching, Christ’s silence would have implied
puilt or.fear. How wisely He -auswered !—

The baptism of “John—~meaning lis whole |.

feaching aud mission. If ey admited
John's nspivstion; they could not deny
Christ’s, ior John bore witness of Hirs :

They reasoned. "Utterly rogardle-. of whet |

was teue, they bascly regulated their auswer
by their fear of man. Even the answer they
gave, a deliberate lie, minst have displeased
the people, and t2nded to throw them mo1:
ent’rely on Christ'sside. Christ’s words were

_vouched by His works.

XL 'The Par.ble, ver. 9-15.
Christ evidently wished to break the evil
infleence the Jewish aalers had over the

F ]x;ple, and to d:aw the peor people to Him-
=

A vineyard—a becutif 1 figore of the con-
stant, unwearying care with whick God had
watched over the Jewish nation. No species
of husbsndy r . ui &s such ine sa : labour
25 rearing vu . [Let it fortl—le’. His
1+ ople to the ¢ e of their pries ~ and trach?
ers.  Went inlo a for country may point to
the fact, that God ceased so diiectiy to inter-

ose ju the:” irs_of Israel a’ar they had
een 58 - ed ie their own land.

Th3 servanis of the lord of the vineyard
are ¢vid = tly God’s feith. * messengers, who
soucr* to Luing the raojers aud the people
breiz to thei- al>giance to God—uch as
Efijab, Elish.. Jeremiah, and Zechoriah; they
were all disiegar® 4 svd hatc?, thongh their
sufierings were va ‘ore, Jer. xxunaiil. 6; 2
Chron. xxiv. 21. ; Matf. x. .57, 35.

My beloved son—Christ did not 0™ n so
speak of Himsell. Ile w- more than a ser-
vent. Xe was hatwd ju proportion to the
L.dness and boldae s of His teaching, Jokn
#i. 20. The Jewish rulers thoaght if they
could destroy “Tim there would be none left
to disturb their usurpation, John Xi. 47-50,

Castkim oul. ‘They would 20t T2\ 7 gnize
Him as the Son of God—incited the people

$ .

t0' reject Him, and ‘at Isst to crucify Him
i wirt%ont.tbe.cam A . o

When the Lorap eometh—aHp will COME.ome
The rulers felt the force of the sentence® - .
Baople pronounced against the wiecked B :x-
\bandmen, and exelaimed, * God fordid, o
_Christ turned His piercing eye on them, snd
quoted the 22nd verse of the 118th Peaim,
‘which foretold sli these things. :

APPLICATION. ;

1. When man dislikes the message, ke i<
ever ready to question the awthorily of b2
messenger, “Bywho - authority 2" “Wio
made thee a judge ?” was said toMoses ¥ |
hini who did the wrong, Acts vii. 49,51 5.
¢ Is not tuis *he carpentr ¥ Mark vi 3.
The questioa ought to be, «Is the meswmge
trne 2’ J g0, receive it even foman enemy,
a child, or a fool.

2. See how we learn o lie. We rezson,
“if we say this, so .ad so will happ>a”
“We fesr the people”—No love for truth,
and nofear of God.  Pet:s denial; Gehacis

~r

ie. .

3. None will ever find the truik wholove
their sins Letter than it 'This kept the
priests and seribes .om recoiving Chrxst. If
gou only. belicve what you %722, yon wi! often

elieve lies, The worldlo- serkuc-s, John
iii.19. Do you? Imkex. $3. Theling,
Jer. sxxvi. 23, -

4. Do we bear friit o God 2. We are
planted in God’s vineyard. God has loved
and eared for us more than for the Jews;
given us Bibles, schools, churches,

The "-uit He expectais love anZ obedientd.
He has 01.en songht it~—Fe secks it now.

5. How do we treat those who iry to make
us do what s rig.-t? They are God'’s mes-
exnser-. steking . 1t for God, whether t.e
are paiants, teackers, or ccapanions. Do we
list:n #nd o 2y ? or are we angry &nd disobe-
dient, especially when 2 ipierior ries to
Leepusri_«t? Abab and Micaiah ; Herod
and John.

6. Beware of the wrath of the Lams, ver.
18. This wes tivea . o 1 to the rulers who
sought {o meke the peeple r2ject Omist. It
will fell on sorc—beware lest it fall onyou f
Rev. vi. 16.

SUBORDINATE LESSONS.

1. God counts what is done to Higmes =n-
gers as done to Himself, Matt. ~xv. 45; aud
will avenge thejr wrongs. Why pers wnlest
thon Me ? Actsix. 4 .

2. The clo.z ‘God’s claims ar2 vrg: , the
wore will sinzer rage against them sod the
messenger. Stephen—Christ.

3. Men use this world as if it was their

own, as ifthey had vo Master, aud bad no
rent to pay.—Ediz. 8. 8. Lesons.

Lo .
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. THE ISRAELITES DESIRE A KING.
T 1 Sam. viil. 1-22%:

.- The ¢vents recorded in this cliapter- are
withont n parallel in bistory—a nation
without snfficient cawse demanding” & fanda-
wentil change of goverument, and that change
brought about withont. commotion and blood~
ghed. :

Tae paArTIEs DrsmiNg THe Kiva were the-

elders of [srael. They were the proper parties:
to move in this matter. They wero the con-
centrated wisdom: of the nation. They were
the representative wen, and they met in con-
claveto determine what they should do. In
this matter, a matter of great moment to the
“welfare of the pation, they were wunonimous,

for it is gaid that they all gathered themselves fial

together, and after having arrived abthe deei-
sion, they all formed » deputstion to wisit
Samuel. .

The assigned reasons for this step. werethe
age of the prophet Samuel, and the slleged
miscondact of his sons. These were not
odequate idasmuch as Semuel was siill i
the possession of much of his mentsl vigonr,
&nd conld easily have appointed other judges.
in theplace of hiserring sons. But the mind:
of the nation was set upen a change. They
were tired of the uvdemonatrative adminis~

tion of the judges and they made use off
“these reasops as mese accasions for galning
their purpose. |

These elders deserve the eredit of tzking
constitutional eans fur the accomplishment
of their end. A right end mwmy be sought:
by wrong meaas, a1 2 wiorg end may be.
soaght in a right woy. We sbould aim at
accomplishing caly richt ends, and thatina
right way.

To wrOM THE:R P.RIIES EXPRESSED THEIR
vesiee. To Sumurl.  Sarnnel, the prophet of
the Lord, who had beep iu the service of the
Lorg from the time be was a liule child, and
during whose teram of g0 -crnment the vation
of Israel had peace, a3 nowin his old age
rejected by the peonle he had so faithfully
served. 'This was asad wound to.his feelings.

~
-

1 wos all the-eadder that. it was sssociated.]

Apamv s @

Hy_sdon wEW

PR |

;with complaints sgainst bis sons; ang all the-
‘sadder atill that they rejected the praphet of
the Lord, and throngh him the Lopd: Hime
aclf. This wos the natural understanding ¥
and-the Yord Himselfso expressed it vor. 7.

Somael, Jike a wise prophet and a wise
man, took:their request before the Lord. And
He told thom his susweys  Phe Lord-gronted
them their request. Buob justas: He somo.
timea denies bis people inloxs; so.He on-tiifs
occasion gratified iltem itz angee.

Tho natursl results of theit choice wad

got. follp oftheir choies can be i'lus-
feated by the narratives ofthe difforent kings.
Learn—(1). That we ought to be usefal in
our early.years, for. when: we grow old we are-
noteas able ta do what is reqmired of us, Tt
stanca Sameel, who Ewed, a.lonyg life of ase-
dlness. - - .
{2) That we may db wellin s humble
position, and be spoiled by preferment ond
power. 1t was so with Samuel's sons,
f}. That the rejection of a servant of God
in bis lgfx'xcial capacity, is the rejection of God

himse! _

{4). That the Lord may grant onr desires,
a3 & means of punishing us,. for what be dis-
approves,

R Oy &Y

THE BREFUGE.,
Jesus! I come to-thee, ’
A sinner doomed to die;
My only refage is thy cross,,
Here at thy feet I lie.

€an wercy reachk my case;,
And-all my sins.remove ?
. Bresk, O my God! this heart of stone,
And melt it by thy love.

,TFeo long my soul has-gone
Far from my God.astray ;

T've sported on the brink of hell,
In sin’s delusive way.

But, Lord ! my hearf: is fixed,
I hope in thee alore;

Break ot the chaing of sin and death,
And bind me to thy throne,

Thy blood can cleanse my heart;,
Thy haud can wipe my tears;
Oh! send thy blessed Spirit down
To barish all my fears,
Then shall my soul arise,
From sin and Satan free;:
Redeemed from hell and every fae,,
Pl trast along in thee,

~Bongr.
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laialy predicted;, and wasamply verified iz
Fheir oxperience-andor the Kings which thoy, .

i



