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ARTICLE IV,
ON THZ SANCTIFICATION OF THE SABBATH.

The sanctification of the Sabbath is a subject of great importance.
There is no duty of which mankind are more apt to come short or which
they are more liable to neglect. A degree of indolence natural to man,
or a want of spiritual mindedness, or the pernicious influence of bad ex-
ample, is the reason why even members of the church become indifferent
to the performance of this duty. The obligation to keep the Sabbath, and
the manner of Leeping it, should, therefore, be frequently inculcated.

1. Why ought the Sabbath to be kept? Because God has commanded
it. All moral obligation resolves itself into the will of God. His will
made known either in the fitness of things or by express revelation is the
rule of duty ; the standard of obedience or disobedience ; the ground of
approbation or condemnation and of reward end punishment. It has been
ghown that God's will is clearly intimated, respecting the Sabbath, in the
Scriptures ; the fourth commandment is so axpress that o cavil can be
urged against it; it is the last precept of the first table, which conteing
our duty to God ; and the place which it occupies shews that itison an
equal footing with all the precepts of the Decalogue in respect of moral
obligation.  Nor can any distinction be made between the obligation ari-
sing from a moral and from a positive precept; no Divine preceptis ex-
clusively positive and not moral; that part of the fourth commeandment
which fixes the Zime of the Sabbath may be eonsidered positive, like the
precepis of the ceremonial luw ; but this does not weaken the obligation
to keep the Sabbath or render the violation of the day a smaller offence,
than the breach of any other of the ten commandments ; the right view
is, that the will of God is never capricious but always the result of infinite
wisdom, therefore a positive precept is also moral, and its obligation not
inferior to that of any precept in the Decalogue.

The obligation o keep the Sabbath is permanent ; it will last as long
as the present constitation of society in this world continues ; the obliga-
tion is also universal, extending to every age and every country, and to
every man; whilst God's command is 2 sufficient reason for the observ-
ance of the Sabbath, there are other considerations which may be viewed
both as reasons for the duty and as inducements to the performancs of it.
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234 On the Sanctification of the Sabbath.

These may be slmply mentioned, because the illustration of them would
require much space. 1. The time of the Sabbath is nut man’s but Gud's,
the prefanation of the day is therefore une of the ways in which men rob
God. Mal. 3,8. 2. The whole tendency of the employments suited to
the Sahbath is moral, eminently fitted to promote personal and family
piety, and social order. 3. The duty of sanctifying the Sabbath is en-
forced by the highest example, viz. that of God himself. God rested on
the Sabbath, blessed and sanctified it : he therefure lovks to that day as
the season when he shall receive the united tribute of grateful hearts.
4. There is a special blessing annesed to the vbservance of that day.
Spiritual blessings are cummunicated to Gud's pevple, and their experience
tells them, that their worldly business prospers, the moue diligent they are
in the observance of the Sabbath. 5. The Subbath is a festival to the
Church, commemuorating the greatest and most interesting event that ever
happened in our world, viz. the Resurrection of Christ,

II. How is the Sabbath to be sanctified? 1. By anticipating it, and
by preparing for it. The Sabbath is invested with an interest that does
not belong to any other day of the week. Asa day of rest from labour it
is desired and anticipaied by every one; asa day of moral restraint it is
forgotten by many ; but as & day of spiritual enjuyment the Sabbath is
anticipated with peculiar delight’ by the christian ; to him it is the best
day of the seven. On it God receives the united tribute of grateful hearts ;
he bestows hisblessing ; and ihe Resurrection of Christ is commemorated.
Owing to the peculiar interest which belongs to the Sabbath, it must be
frequently in his thoughts, and as it approaches, he must desire and anti-
cipate it.  Nor i3 it unusual for mankind to make preparations for the
celebration of any day aet apart for the commemoration of an important
event; why not prepare for the Sabbath when it isdrawing near? Some
may say that this would be doing more than is required ; it would be an
infringement upon the previous day ; would it not be quite right to be
employed in the duties of the ordinary calling or of the family, until the
very last moment beforo the Sabbath has arrived? This would be no
violation of the Sabbath; but it would not be the wisest course to follow.
The man who goes to sleep just as the Sabbath begins, with his mind
filled with the ansieties and carking cares of this world or of the family,
will awake in the morning in the same state of mind ; and he will find it
difficult to make his feelings chime in with the sacredness of the day and
of its duties ; whereas the man who winds up his secular affairs early on
the evening preceding the Sabbath, and employs himself in reading a por-
tion of God’s word, meditating upon it and in devotion, uses the means of
tranquilising his mind, and he will awake in the morning with that placid
serenity of mind which is the effect of the religious exercises of the pre-
vious evening, and which is so favorable for engaging in the employments
of the Sabbath.Some who read this article will remember with what care-
fulnesy preparation was made for the approach of the Sabbath in thess



= e S

On the Sanclification of the Sabbath. 236

father's house. About thirty years ago a great proportion of the religious
population of Scotland hailed the Sabbath and prepared for it in the way
above deseribed ; why should it be otherwise now ? why should it be oth«
erwise in Canada?

2, By setting entirely aside for the day all secular business and all
recreations harmless on other days but sinful on the Sabbath.

The term Sabbath denotes rest or cessation from labour, and in the
fourth commandment this idea is very fully brought out; in it theu shall
not do any work. It is much to be regretted that the term Sunday which
conveys no idea characteristic of the day has ubtained general use amongss
christians,  The peculiar employments of the Sabbath are evidently in-
compatible with secular concerns ; if the attention is given for but a short
time to worldly pursuits, then the reverential and spiritual frame of mind
which becomes the day is broken and dissipated. L.et but vne act of un-
necessary labour be performed, and a sense of guilt fastens upon the con-
science, mental tranquility is banished, and tho thought of Gud becomes
unwelcome during the remainder of the day.

But thers are some works which cannot be omitted without incurring
the charge of inhumanity ; such as the milking of cows, feeding of caitle
during winter, preparing and taking victuals to prevent langour, in the ser-
vices of religious attendance on the sick, the rescning of cattle that have
been mired or have fallen into a pit; in such instances the path of duty is
easily discernible. But many are apt to oxtend the plea of necessity and
mercy beyond its proper limits ; this is dune when extraordinary prepara-
tions for the table are made, when visiters are received, tea parties or feasts
beld, which make the Sabbath to differ little from another day. There is
slso much unnecessary attendance given to the sick ; = multitude of visi;
ters are an onnoyance rather thana comfort. To continue for a long
time by the sick bed is irksoms to the patient ; besides, the conversation
of Sabbath visiters is generally unprofitable, containing no medicine for
the soul, administering Lo cordial to the heart.  What shonld be thought
of those who complain of distance from the church, and yet can employ
the Sabbath in hunting up their catte in the woods? In this country the
feelings of the better part of the community are frequently shocked by
.open violators of the Sabbath ; t:avelling and conveying merchant goods
from one place to another are frequent; in spring some gather the sap _of
the maple tree and boil it, under the plea that the guodness of God would
otherwise be allowed to run to waste ; the appearance of a little rain in
haj or wheat harvest induces some to work in the fields under the same
pretext. It is, however, a mistuken opinion to suppose that the goodness
of God, although it does not flow in the channel into which man would
direct it, goes to waste. God makes nothing in vain; nor is it a very
becoming sttitude, in a dependent being, toappear to tear aut of the hands
of the Almighty what he does not see meet to give. Man has no right to
that which the sanctification of the Sabbath keeps from him ; such con-
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duct implies distrust of Providence aad impatience under those trials of
man’s faith and obedience which God is pleased to employ. In general,
there is sufficient opportunity given in the course of the senson, fur secu-
ring the fruits of the earth. Scarcity results more froquently from the
improvidence of man, than from the unkindness of Providence; and it is
often, very manifest, that no blessing attends that which is iniquitously
gotten. Seldom does the Lord of the Sabbath break in upon the tran-
quility of his people by Providential calls to labour. It may happen that
the sudden swelling of a river over its banks and sweeping away the
produce of the season, upon which many depend for subsistence, for pay-
ing their debts, and carrying on their secular operations, or a sudden con -
flagration threatening life and property, may require immediate and active
effort to preserve property on the Sabbath ; but the rare occurrence of
these events should teach man the lesson that God blesses the Sabbath,
and exercises e special care over it.

Recreations or amusements whether of a more ordinary or of & literary
kind are evidently improper on the Sabbath, and tend to destroy that
frame of mind which is necessary to the right observance of the day.

Thoughts and conversations about worldly things, upon scientifie or
literary subjects are also inconsisten: with that spiritual frame of mind
which ought to be cherished. Itis to be feared, that a false delicacy
prevents Christians from that freedom of discourse on religious subjects
which is suitable for the Sabbath and conducive to a devout frame of
mind. What advantage would result to a family, if free discourse on
religious subjects were preferred on the evening of the Sabbath, to conver-
gation aboit the occurrences of the pust week? Some may object, that
too rigid an observance of the Sabbath is here incvlcated. The mwore
serupulously the Sabbath is observed, the greater a blessing will it prove,
It is said of the celebrated Judge Hale, that he never indulged in worldly
eonversation on Sabbath, nor even thought about his secular affairs ; and
that if about io set out on a journey early on Mondny morning, he would
make no preliminary preparations to facilitate his departure, nor even
think, on Sabbath evening, about what preparations were necessary ;
when he did so ke always met with some hindrance which detained him
as long as the time gained; and when he did not, he found every thing
went smoothly and his journey was prosperous.

But is the whole day required to be kept equally holy? There is nothing
in the precept which warrants a different opinion, The Sabbath day
should be of equal length with another day ; some indeed, teach that the
sacredness of the day is over when the hours of Divine service bave
clapsed ; but they substitute an act of the British Parliament for the law
of the Church’s lawmgiver. The Secession Church has always inculcated
a serupu’ous observance of the Sabbath. And if it should be objected,
that men will be made to dislike the day if too much strictness is required,
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it may be replicd, that there is a sufficient varicty in the exercises of the
Sabbath to prevent irksomeness.

III. By spending the whole day in the private and public services of
Religion. What are these? The space allotted for tnis article admits
of no more than a bare envmeration of them. 1. Reading the word of
God, That this exeicise may become profitable, the book of God should
be read with a profuund regard for His authority, with prayer for the
illumination of the Duvine spirit, with sincere endeavour to understand i,
and with self application God speahs to man in his word. 2. Meditation
accompanied with self esamination ; retirement should be sought, then
let the mind fix itself vpun sume one doctrine, or perfection of Deity, or
promise, ur passage of Scripture ; let the mind dwell upinit : clesrer and
inore accurate ideas will be gained, and the truth will exert & greater in-
fluence un the heart, The christian will be able to say with David, *‘thy
testimonies have I chosen fora heritage forever : I love them exceedingly.”
He may experience enlargement of heart, and delight in the way of God's
commandments, Know thyself, was the maxim of an ancient heathen ;
this is the most important branch of knowledge. Self examination is
essential to spiritual health, It should be condueted impartially, 3. In
order to promote an enlarged acquaintance with Divine truth, read such
pooks as treat of religious subjects, sermons, catechisms, treatises on par-
ticular doctrines, christian biography, christian experience, commentaries
on the Bible and such like ; but books of another description are evidently
inconsistent with that devout frame of mind which the Sabbath requires.
4, Prayer, secret, personal and femily prayer accompanied with praise
and the reading of God's word. These duties shonld be more frequently
performed on Sabbath than on other days ; like the Psalmist, men should
set themselves or prepar3 themselves to pray ; they should perform these
duties with increased fervour, sincerity, importunity and perseverance.
In the best times of the church the heads of families were in the habit of
calling their families together three times, and frequently four times for
veorship when opportunity was given. 5. Attendance on public worship,
Care shonld be taken to preserve a serious docile state of mind; and if
the morning has been spent aright, the mind will be tranquil and disposed
for hearing. A censorious or captious or wordly frame of mind is hostile
to edification. 6. Family catechising. Thisis an excellent means of in-
struction for youth, and if managed in goed temper, extremely interesting.
Many parents sender this exercise isksome by eserting too much authority
and expecting tco much from their childsen; whilst some err on the other
side in requiring tuo little ; but if parents would endeavour to simplify
and explain gospel truth to their children, it would become a very im-
proving exercise for themselves as well as instructive and interesting to
their children. 7. Religious conversation. Why should a fulse delicacy
prevent christians from talking about their common Lord, theit common
hopes and their diversified experience? Such an exercise, conducted
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with humilitv, would ke very improving, and might to some efiord much
relief in cases of perplexity.

To conclude. That the Sabbath isnot sanctified as it ought to be.
even by the families of the church, requires no proof, Itis an important
enquiry, what are the best means of promoting Sabbath sanctification ?
Some would say, petition the magistrate to enforce the laws regarding the
Sabbath. But all that he could do would reach only to external decorum.
The church of Christ is the light of the world. The example of the mem~
bers and families of the Church would have n powerful influence on
society. How great would be the combined moral influence of the whole
church on society, if the Sabbath were more strictly observed! The ex-
ample of members of the church in keeping the Sabbath aright would do
more to diffuse correct views of the Sabbath, and to induce men to sane-

tify it than all that the suthority of the magistrate conld asccomplish.
B. B,

ON TBIUSIC.
$TS PENEFICIAL RFFBCTS, AND THE DUTY OF CULTIVATING IT IX
RELATION TO THH WORSHIP OF GOD.

For tha Presbyterian Megazine.

Music is & sound, or & succession of sounds so modulated asto pleass
the ear, and may consist of the melody of asingle voice or instrument, or
of the harmony of two or more voices or instruments in concert.

That music has a powerful influence on the mind of man, has long been
felt und acknowledged. It is capable of raising its energies, or of produ-
cing despondency and melancholy. Some of the ancients asserted that
it owed its discovery to the sound of the wind among the reeds on the
banks of the Nile. Others, impresse¢ with its sublime nature, wers in-
duced to suppose it to be of divine orfgin. That it belongs to the human
constitution is obvious from the agreeable sensations manifested by the
infant on hearing the eweet soothing tones of the mother’s voice, char ting
ter lullabies.  Jts effects have also been strikingly manifested in sa: vage
Jife—it has even arrested the hand of the murderer.

That music was early cultivated as an art admits not of any doubt, for
we find that musical instruments were invented, and introduced as ar ace
companiment to the human voice, in little more than three centuries after
the first pair of the human race were called into existence. In the history
of every nation, since the time of Jubal, the inventor of musical instru-
ments, there are traces of its huving been studied and practised. The
Nethenims formed a regular choir in the Jewish worship. "The Bards of
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Greece and Rome seem to have been inspired with the spirit of music—
and the Bards, among the Druids of the ancient Britons, composed vorses
in praise of their heroes, and other eminent persons, which verses they
set to music, and sung to the accompaniment of their harps. ‘The same
#pirit has been manifested, at a later period, in the poems of Ossian, and the
modern Italians and Germans are literally nations of singers. Nor has
the study of this sublime art been confined to professional musjcians and
common people. The Royal Psalmist, who was skilled to play well on
the harp, elleviated the cares of the monarch with sweet songs of praise,
The ancient philosophers studie.! .nd adrired it. Luther, under the cares,
embarrassments and irritations aaturally accompanying the Reformation,
soothed his mind with sweet strains of melody. The ancient physicians,
too, studied music as a part of knowledge necessary for their profession.
In former times many diseases were atiributed to the influence of evil
gpirits, and it was believed that harmonious secunds drove them away. Nor
is this idea inconsistent with the sacred scriptures—there we read that the
evil spirit of Saul yiclded to the harp of David. We naturally infer from
the sa.cred record that music not only tends to exp~l evil propensities, but
that it also conduces to divine consolation, *“when the minstrel played, the
hand of the Lord came upon him.” (The prophet Elisha.) Well then
might Luther say, ¢that music is one of the most beautiful and glorious
of the gifts-of God, to which Satan is a bitter enemy.”

Advancement in music and civilization have always gone hand in hand.
Wherever this science has been neglected the people have uniformly been,
in a greater or less degree, rude ond uncultivated. The Cynwxthians,
who paid no attention to it were the most barbarous people in Greece—and
Polybius assures us that it was necessary to sofier the manners of the
Arcadians whose climate was heavy and impure. Therefore, judging from
the past, we are led to conclude, that wherever music is brought to a
high degree of perfection, and applied to its legitimate purposes, it is ac-
companied with a high state of mental cultivation, and a fine moral feeling,
and we may add, thatit is inseparably connected with deep ioned piety.
In support of this we might refer to the enraptured sentiments of the sweet
singer of Israel in many of his beautiful Psalms, both in reference to
aimself and the chosen people of God. 'We might also refer to Luther,
Ralph Erskine, and many others.

If, then, music belongs to the human constitution—if it conduces to
health of body—if it tends to revive the drooping spirit, and dispel evil
theughts—to elevate and refine the human character--to promote social
order and happiness in families and communities—if it has an aptitude
for promoting divine consolation, what is the duty of Christians individu-
ally and of the Christian Church collsctively, in reference to this de-
lightful science?

All the mental faculties, being the gifts of God, should be consecrated
to his service, 'To neglect their cultivation must be to livs in the delibe-
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rate omission of a moral and reliy, ousduty. True, there may be indi-
viduals who from some malformation of the drum of the ear may have
no relish for musical sounds, There may be others who from some defect
in the vocal organs may fail in producing melody—~but it is the universal
testimony of all who have had snfficient experience to judge, that, as a
general fact, all have organs adapted to produce musical sounds. There
are scarcely any who cannot somewhat vary the tones of the voice, and
if early and systemntie instrircijon is given, it is as easy, and as natural,
to learn to sing a page of music as to learn to read a page of letter press.
It must certainly then be the bounden duty of Christians to cultivate this
heaven-born science to a much higher degree of perfection than it has
hitherto been.

Many individuals and also sections of the chu-ch have been miserably
deficient in this respect. It is surely as much the duty of the christian to
praise the author of his being and tho preserver of his life, as to pray to
him, Yet while the thoughtless and the profane exert their musical pow-
ers to give effect to vain songs and immoral sentiments, many praying
christians, virtually, wrap up their talents for melody, and hide them in
the earth. In many of our places of worship the praises of Godare sung
in such a spiritless manner, and in such discordant tones thet it is difficult
for the intellect to appreciate the sentiment, and impossible for a musical
ear to be pleased with the sound—hence edification is marred, and some
of our finest feelings offended. Where this part of the worship is so con-
dueted, its end cannot be attained. Sacred music was certainly introduced
into the service of the sanctuary for the purpose of aidisg the piety and
devotional feeling of the worshiper—and when properly performed, it sin-
gularly affects the soul, and raises the feelings of the devout, in adoration
of their FFather and their God. But it is far otherwise when it is executed
in a careless, slovenly manner. He, who wounld perform this service,
so as to produce the proper effect, must feel in orderto make his associates
feel,—he must sing with the heart, as well as with the understanding.

T

TO BE CONTINUED.

T ———

Bicentenary of the Westminster Assembly.

Tee meetings t0 commewmorate the Assambly of Divines which was
held at Westminster ¢wo hundred years ago, commenced on Tuesday
evening, (11th July,) when Dr. William Symirgton of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, Glasgow, preached in Cannonmills Hall, from
John 38: 80, ¢*He must increase.” The audience was numerons snd
attentive.

On Wednesday the second mesting was held in the same place. Min-
isters from all the Dissenting Presbyterian Churches in Scotland were
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present, Dr, Symington, Professor of Divinity to the Reformed Presby-
terian Chureh, took the chair, pro fem., and opened the meetingwith prayer.

Dr. Thomson of Coldstream, (United Secession,) in name of the Com-
mittee of arrangement, proposed, that Dr. Chalmers, Moderator of tha
TFree Church in Seotland ; Rev. Mr. Elliot, of Ford, Modetator of the
‘United Secession Church ; Professor Symington, of the Reformed Pres-
byterian Church ; Rev. Mr, Muir, of Leith, of the Retief Church; and
the Rev. Mr. Shaw, of Whitburn, of the original Seceders ; should be
named Chairmen of the different diets of this commemoration.

Dr. Chalmers being absent, the chairman called upon'the Rev. Mr:
Elliot of Ford, who took the chair. He read out part of a Psalm, which
wag sung;, and read the 17th chapter of John ; and thon called upon the
Rev. Dr. Drown, of Edinburgh, who engaged in prayer.

The Rev, Messrs. Pitcarn, of Cockpen ; Smart, of Leith ; and Craw-
ford, of Portobello, were appointed Clerks,

The Chairman said,—~You all know the purpose for which we are
met, snd the order of business for to-day. If it is the privilege
and duty of us all to look back and to remember all the way that the
Lord our God has led us—if churches as well ag individuals are
to call to remembrance the former days—if it is the duty of all to consider
and keep in mind the works of the Lord and the operations of his hands—
then I think we must all feel that there is a propriety in commemorating
an event which is important in itself, and which hus had a powerful influ-
ence upon religion in this land, and even beyond the Atlantic; and which
has especially had an important bearing upon Presbyterianism. They
were ‘eminent men that were then assembled, though it has been the cant
of latter years to spenk of them as unenlightened, ignorant and wezk.
Their works praise them ; and if we are to judge o1 them by their works,
and by the events of history, they wera the first men of their age, and
few ages have produced greater men. The excellent standards which
they have drawn up- -the Confession of Faith which they produced—and
1 had almost said, that if nothing more had been left us than the Shorter
Catechism—that book which has formed the minds of our young—that
book which has raised Scotland to a height of Seriptural and theological
knowledge, which no other nation has yet reached, fur as we are yet
behind what we ought to be—~had they left us no other legacy than this
Shorter Catechism, they would have well deserved our gratitude, and
there would have been a propriety in cur meeting, as we have now met,
to bear them in our grateful recollection. I beg now to call on the Rev.
Mr. McCrie, who comes before us loaded with ancestral honours, higher
far than those of many in this land who are mo <t proud of their aneestors.

Mr. McCrie read a lengthened paper, on tte leading characters and

incidents of the Westminster Assembly, replet: vith graphic details, and

rendered interesting from the copious quotaticus of quaiit and amusing

slietches from Baillie, Fuller, and other contemporary historians. For a
z
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fuller account of the history of these times, he referred te the history of
the Westminster Assembly, by Mr. Hetherington, who had reaped the
field to such purpose that but little was left to others to glean, But they
must not suppose that the whole time of the Assembly was taken up in
debates and in controversies, The preparation of the confession and of
the catechisms, gave rise to much prayer, and to deep feeling; but the
Assembly were too much united in the essentials of Christianity, to allow
of these affording room for debate. He mentioned, that great part of the
Catechism, and especially of the admirable exposition of the comrmand-
ments, was the work of Dr. Anthony Tuckney. The versions of the
Psalms at present in use was inade by Mr. Francis Rouse, a member of
the House of Commons, and one of the lay assessors of the Assembly.
The Assembly met onthe 1st July, 1643, and was dissolved, with the
long Parliament, in 1649 ; having sat, five years, six months, and twenty-
two days.

After singing a Psalm, the Chairman introduced

Mr. HeTaeriseTox, the historion of the Westminster Assembly, who
addressed the meeting, on the character and bearing of that Assembly,
and refuted several of the calumnies that had been brought against it.
The Westminster Assembly was held at a formidable conjuncture of
times. And had they noi now arrived at a formidable juncture,~—at a
period when there was greater need than ever for ecclesiastical union?
Popery was every where reviving,—and the Laudean Frelacy, under the
new name Puseyism, was making rapid advances to power. Infidelity
was spreading its dark venom over the dark masses of the population,
and the Scottish Church was overthrown,—no, net overthrown,—it was
persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed ; driven into
the wilderness, but God, and God’s people were speaking comfortable
things unto her. And had there not been promulgated an idea, at which
the Westminster Divines aimed, though they had but 2 faint and dim
perception of it,—an idea briefly but emphatically expressed in the words,
<< co-operation withont incorporation ;”—an idea, which avoided the fatal
rock on which their ancestors split, of entire uniformity. With regard
to the calumnies which had been brought against the Assembly, he said,
they had been called rebellious, because they were called by a Patliament
that was in sebellion against the Xing., Now, he maintained, that the
Parliameint was resisting despotism ; and that they had a perfect right 1o
do so. It was through their resistance that we had obtained all the bless-
ingsof the British Constitution. They had also been accused of being
bigoted, and intolerant. Now, it was not for prelatists to produce these
accusations. The Westmiuster Assembly sent no man to prison ; put no
man in the pillory ; slit no man’s nose ; grubbed out no man’s ears ; and
the very allusion to their grand idea of a world-wide Protestant union,
should, of itsclf refute the calumnious charge of bigotry.

Professor Symington, and Mr. Garrie of the Relief Church, Ketile,
afterward addressed the mecting.~~Adjourned till the evening.
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Wednesday Evening Sederunt.

The meeting was resumed in the evening.—Professor Symington, of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Paisley, in the Chair. Devotional
exercises having been engaged in,

Dr. CunniNeHAM proceeded to address the meeting. The subject
was, the opposition of the Westminster Assembly to Popery, Prelacy,
and Erastionism,—very greet and weighty tupics ; any one of them quite
sufficient to occupy the whole of his time. He need hardly tell his breth-
ren there sssembled, that Popery was represented in the sacred Scrip-
tures, and ought therefore to be always regarded by them, as the grand
enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ ;—of Christ’s Church ;—and of Christ’s
cause on the earth. The friends of Christ ought therefore to be ever
observing what Popery was doing ;—they ougbt to be seeking to fathom
her schemes and machinations ; and they ought to be apprehending dan-
ger from that quarter. The Westminster Assembly. did not come fully
and formally into direct collision with Popery ; for, on examining the
documents prepared by that Assembly, the subordinate standards which
it left, they found less there of Popery being formally adverted to, and
condemned by name, than they found in the Thirty-nine Articles of the
Church of England ; and in the First Confession of the Church of Scot-
land ; although it ought at the same time to be remembered, that very
many statements are set forth, which were directed against the errors of
the Church of Ronfe, and the true meaning of which could only be
understood by Leeping in view the doctrines of that Church.

Dr. C. then adverted to the modified form of Popery, countenanced by
Archbishop Land, which, he said, appeared under the same form end
features us it did now under the form of Puseyism. He also alluded to
the Address made to the evangelical clergy in England at that time, to
denounce the errors of Laudism ; and crud they might well feel them-
selves constrained now to address the evangelical clergy in England, to
rise up and 1naintain a decided testimony against Puseyism.—He then
proceeded to the subject of Prelacy. For his own part he would not
be zasily led 1o engage in any controversy again, uniess it was azainst
Papery, against Prelacy, or agaiest Erastianism. When he spoke of
Prelacy, he referred, of course, to High Church Prelacy ; because one
could very easily conceive of a modified Episcopacy, which would prove
no more an obstacle to cordial co-operation than other peinis of Church
government,

The Rev. Dr. Xing (United Secession), Glasgow, then addressed the
meeting on—The influence and advantages of Presbyterianism, espe-
ciglly on the education of youth, and the extension of the Kingdom of
Christ. He disclaimed any disrespect to other bodies who did not
entertain the Principle of Presbyterianism, by the discussion on which
he was about to enter.—'The Doctor then proceeded to vindicate at great
length the Precbyterian system of appointing Elders who rule but du not
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teach, and Elders who teach as well as rule, maintaining its seriptpral
authority, and its accordance with reason as well as with the dictates of
rewplation. On the subject of the advantages of Presbyterianism in
reference to education, he remarked that if they compared penerally the
intelligence of the people of England and Scotland, and if they allowed
any influence at 2all to their different ecclesiastical systems, then beyond
all doubt the Presbyterizn form of Church government must recommend
itself by its working. 1'he survey of other countries wenld lead to the
same conclusion.

He also centended, that, with reference to the advantage of Presby~
terianism for the extension of the Kingdom of Christ, missions could only
be effectively conducted by co-operation, and that in respect of popular
and official co-operation, Presbyterianism presented great advantages,
which he illustrated by reference to the missionary operations of the
Church to which he belonged. He confessed, however, with shame and
gorrow, the defici.ncy which Presbyterianism has practically exhibited in
this respect: and concluded by strongly urging upon his hearers the
necessity of increased exertion in the cause of missions.

Thursday, July 13.

Same plsce—Dr. Chalmers in the chair.

After some preliminary business, the Chairman rose and addressed
the meeting in reference to the speeches which had just been delivered,
He was rejoiced to find that there was no real difference of sentiment
among the different denominations. There might be a complexional, but
assuredly there wes no substanstial difference, In reference to the.senti-
moent which had been so often quoted, ¢ co-operstion withoutincorpora-
tion,” it had in many cases been fathered upon himself; but it was not a
motto which he would choose to emblazon on his family escutcheon. He
would rather say co-operaticr now, with a view to incorporation after-
wards. After some remarks on this subject, he continued—Though some
may think I am exceedinzly adventurous, I wish to make sn esperiment.
1 wish to bring above board a matter which I think mnay operate as a bar
in the way of a cordial and good understanding, so long ss it remains an
objeet of sensitive and fenrful reliance. I have no sympathy with ‘the
care and caution of those people who lovk so alarmed and wary, and tell
as thgt nothing should be said about Voluntaryis>, I confess that my
anxiety is to say something about it, ond that because of the convietion
which 1 Iabour under, that while it is sufiered to abide within the cells of
one’s own thoughts, the very irksomeness of its confincment will trauble
ug in the form of an unesplained grudge, and that if suffered to remain in
that positicn, it will operate injurivusly to prevent that full union of soul, with
soul, which is so indispensible ta co-operation between those who are met
to accomplish o purpose where they may eye to eye. I therefore bring
it above board, and place it in the sight of all men, not only that we may
recogpise the real topic of didltrence, but that we may at once discover it
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as a topic of Christian discussion. Hoiw does the matter stand? Here
ave two parties, honestly bent on the sdoption of such measures as will
conduce to the religicns welfare of their fellow men, but the one party
thinks that the State ought to endow the Church, without interfering in
her internal constitution, and the other party thinks the opposite. I ask,
then, in the name of common sense, if these two parties are to suspend a
duty common to both, because they choose to differ as to the duty of &
third party which has no connection with either. We of the Free Church
stand hopelessly dissevered from the party in question ; and we have as
little hope of restoring the connection as if there had sprung up between
ps an immoveable wall of brass a thousand eubits high. We can enter
intoino terms with & Government which thinks, because it endows us, it
has therefore a claim to govern. On this subject I agree perfectly with
D'Aubigne; and I think if I had five minutes conversation with him, ke
and I would be perfectly at one, at least if I rightly interpret & letter
which recently appeared in one of your periodicals. We can enter, as
gaid, into no terms with 2 Government, which claims to govern, because
she chooses to endow ; and they, on the other hand, have allowed that
Erastian resolution to get such a hold on their imagination as if they
would never letit go; nordo I believe they will ever let it go till the
Lingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his
Christ. Let us look then at the question in anether form. The question
resolves itself into this—Will there, or will there not, be religious estab-
lishments at the time of the millenium? Several pamphlets 1 Lave seen,
written with extraordinary ability, to show that the millenium will put an
end to that—while otherz, written also with great ability, say no, asthe
kingdoms of the worid are then to become the kingdoms of Chiist, the
Churct. will then have a connection with the State, Very woll then ; let
others fight out this question as they may, it seems to me clear that the
path of wisdom snd of duty is to leave this question to the millenium
itself. Leave the question of religious establishments in the millenium to
be settled when the millenium comes ; and in the meantime to do all we
can to speed forward the millenial days, when the din of controversy shall
be no longer heard, and the charity of the gospel shall shed its dewy influ-
ence over the whole earth, which shall then be turned into 2 harmonious
and a universel Christendom. Iam so delighted with this question, that
1 take o kind of scientific interest in it. ] am quite on edgc about ir.
Voluntaryism is now upon its trial ; and I want to give it a fair trinl;
and I am sure I shall give it all the justice in my porwer, by drawing forth
its resources and its capacities fo the utmost. Tho way to giveita fuir
trial, is to try how rauch it will yield, when all full influences are brought
to bear upon it ; and in justice to the question, in justice to Voluntaryism,
I must say that for 2 good many years we knocked nt the door of the
Gevernment, with o view to receive aid from them to earry the gespel to
the humblest and lowest classes of the country ; and were there exposed
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to all the higelings with which we are so familiar in the markets. We
were cheapened down to the lowest possible amount. Ve were asked
would £10,000 do you? and the result is that we got nothing at all. We
have since tried the Voluntary principle, and in as few months as we
before negociated years with the Government, Voluntaryism has made
this demonstration, that it has given us £300,000, so that she has begun
well ; and it is my fervent hop~ that she will end well. We are now in
the thick of the experiment ; we will do it all the justice we can; and
nothing will delight me more. I don’t want scholastic phrases,—I might
speak of the difference of Voluntaryism ab exfra, as distinguished from
Voluntaryism ab infra, and by the help of that definition I might perhaps
defend my own consistency. But I don't want 10 make use of those
scholastic distinctions : I write and preach Voluntaryism to open uponr
us all her fountain-heads, whether ab exira or ab intra. This reminds
me of the story of the well-digger, who succeeded so amply in obtaining
water, that he made a narrow escape from drowning in the abundant
rushing of the streams which he had evolved from their hiding places—
and so I say in perfect honesty, that if my favourite system,—the Estab-
lished system which I edvocate~if it should occur that it may be the
semblance, nay even the reality of defeat, and refutation, I should heartily
rejoice. Voluntaryism should pley upon us in 2ll directions. I would be
heartily glad, even though it should make such a demonstration of its
excellence and power as well nigh to sabmerge myself, and utterly to
overwhelm my argument. I say of Voluntaryism, bring it to the test—
try if it can overtake the wants of the thousands and tens of thousands
who are now utterly beyond the pale of the ordinances of the gospel, and
strangers to the habits and decencies of a Christian land. To this test
we appeal; and I shall be happy if the appeal prove so successful that
you couid overtake this destitution. But suppose it eould not, and that
the Government were to say here is £100.000, do what you like withit;
we shall ne more meddle with your distribution of it, nor think we heve a
right to meddle with the regium donum of Ireland. What then? ¥ do not
mean to make any avowal on the subject: but I am certainly not pre« ...
pared to say I would refuse it; but I repeat that it is futile to make- 8.

question as to what we would say to this offer, which is never likely to be

made tous. The subject is now submitted to the evoluticns of exper*
rience ; and my wish and prayer is, that the question may be superseded

and anticipated by the liberal supplies of the christian public to carry out

the great object of furnishing & sound Christian education to one and all

of the coramunity.

The Rev. Dr. Hareer of Leith, one of the Theological Professors of
the United Secession Church, then addressed the meeting, on the value
and uses of Subordinate Standards, in which he illustrated the subject at
great length, and with much learning and research.~The meeting ad-

journed till the evening,
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Evening Sederunt.

Same place,~half-past six o'clock. The Rev. Mr. Muir of Leith,
in the chair. After the usual devotional exercises, The Rev. C. J.
Browy, read an essay on the fentures and excellences of the Westminster
Standards. '

The report of the committee on business having been read by Mr. JuF-
FRAY, & vesolution was proposed by Mr. ALex. Dunror, and seconded
by the Rev. br. Reston of Kelso, in favour of Union and Co-opera-
tion. This resolution having been unanimously adopted, and & commit~
tee appointed, the Rev. Dr. Canprisa then wound up the proceedings in
a lengthened and powerful address.

Fissionary Depavtment,

Caristian Misstons.—By a very slight effort of the imagination, we
can cause the hosts of evil to pass before us ; and what a spectacle to be-
hold! First, come the Jews out of all nations under heaven, each with a
veil over his heart, and stained with the blood of the Just One. Next,
nominal Christians, by myriads, and from 21l parts of Europe, headed by
one who drags a Bible in triumph, as a dangerous book, and embraces an
image, or an amulet, instead. Then comes the crescent of imposture,
followed by Turkey and Persia, by large tracks of Indis, the islands of the
Eastern Sea, Egypt and Northern Africo, the inhabitants of the largest
and fairest portions of the globe. After these the swarthy tribes of Africa,
central, western, and southern, with their descendants of the Western In-
dies, laden with the spells of witcheraft, and covered with the charms of
their Fetish worship. Now come the aborigines of the two Americas,
and the islanders of the great Pacific, fresh from the scalp-dance, the cane -
nibal feast, or the worship of the snake-god. Next, the selfish Chinese,
one-third of the species,—in appearance all Idolaters, in reality all Atheists,
to whom all truth is a fable, and all virtue a mystery. Last comes India,
the nations of Southern Asia, and the many islands of the Eastern Sea, a
thousand tribes, ircluding infanticides, cannibals, and the offerers of hu-
man blood, dragging their idol-gods, an endless train, with Juggernaut at
their head, worn with the toil of their penances, and marked with the scars
of self torture. And who are these that close the train ?  The Thugs of
India, just discovered,—a vast fraternity of secret murderezs,—the votaries
of Kalee, who has given one half of the human race to be slaughtered for
her honour, Oh God! and is this thy world! Are these thy creatures?!
Where is thy church? Ol rightcous Father, the world hath not known
thee, and thy church, apjrointed to declare thee, hath neglected to fulfil her
trust! Christians, did you count their pumbers as they passed? Six
hundred millions at least.  Did youask yourselves, asthey passed, whither
they were guing?  Follow them and see.  Can you do s0, even in imagi-
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nation, withont feeling an impulse to rush and erect the cross between them
and ruin.—Harris, Author of Mammon.,

Kledical Rlissions.

Most of our readers are probably aware that there are now, in several
parts of ¢the world, Christian physicians engaged in making their professio-
nal labours subservient to the promotion 'of the spread of the gospel.—
These have been already acknowledged as valuable fellow-laborers in the
missionary enterprise; and it is satisfactory to learn that the attention of
medical students in this country (Britain) is now directed to the wide field
which is opening for the consecration of their talents and acquirements to
the servico of the best of Masters. At present we would direct the atten-
tion of our readers to the operations of the medical missionaries stutioned
in the Holy Land. One of these, Dr. Mlacgowan, was sent out te Je-
rusalem by the London Society for prometing Christianity amongst the
Jews; the other, Dr. Xerns, is the agent of the Syrian Medical-aid Soci-
ety of London. The object of both is to extend gratuitously to the poor
and miserable inhabitants (in Jerusalem, chiefly Jews) all the relief which
it isin the power of modern medicine and surgery to supply, of which
they were previously entirely destitute : and so to give & practical and in-
telligible expression of that eharity which fills the hearts of all true Chris-
tians, especially towards those, ¢¢of whom, according to the flesh,” our
great Master himself came. By the kindness and attention shown to them
the crowds of patients who are the subjects of treatment, have their hearts
softened, and so are induced the more readily to listen and to attend to the
lessons of heavenly wisdom which are addressed to them.

The great influence which is speedily acquired by the medical missiona-
ry in these circumstances was exhibited in a very striking light a few
years ago, while Dr. Gerstmann (Dr. Macgowan’s predecessor) was prac-
tising in Jerusalem. On the occasion of a rabbi of distinction declaring
bimself a convert to Christianity, a Zeremn, or ban of excommunication,
wwas pronounced in all the syn-_ ogues azainst the missionaries, and those
who held any intercourse with them. This had the effect of greatly di-
minishing the number of visitors at the mission-house, until Dr. Gerst-
mann ecame, when the people would not be prevented, even by another
harem, from applying to him; and ene of the chief rabbies declared that
he could no longer throw any impediment in the way of his poor and sick
brethren going to be healed even by the Christian physician.,  Dr. Mac-
gowan is now fully established in the confidence and esteem of the Jewish
population of Jerusalem ; and he finds that his professional character has
placed him on such a footing of intimacy with them as enables him to be-
come acquainted with their habits, opinions, and mode life, to an extent
wholly unattzinable in any other way. It is not worderful, therefore,
that during & commotion which occurred lately, in conscquence of three
rabbies attaching themsclves to the missionc:ics as Ingairus, the attend-
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ance of patients at Dr. Macgowan's dispensary continued uninterrupted.
Another kind of testimony to the value of these medical labors has very
recently been given in the circumstance of Sir Moses Montefiore, along
with some other Jews, having established a dispensary of their own for the
benefitof the poor inhabitauts of Jerusalem. There is now in the course
of being built a small hospital in connection with the English mission.

At Beyrout, ulso, the same kind of success has been accorded to the la-
bors of Dr. Kerns. He sces patients at the ** British Dispensary,” at the
rate of nearly 6000 per unnum, At first,” he writes, « very few Turks
or Mohammedans came to me~such was their bigotted hatred of the
Christian name. But now, in applying for medical relief, religious pre-
judices do not appear to have much, if any, influence, My patients eon-
sist not only of every Christian sect in the country, but also of Moham-
medans, Jews, and the Druses of Lebanon ; and, as a pleasing evidence
that the people appreciate the advantages which British benevolence has
placed within their resch, I may notice the fact, that, even under the
seclusion which custom has impused upon the females of these countries,
and the reluctance with which they approach strangers, among the appli-
cants at the dispensary we have had a larger proportion of females than
males!” The London Syrian Medical-aid Society, whose agent Dr.
Kerns is, has an auxiliary in Scotland, the Edinburgh Association for
sending medical aid to foreign countries, instituted in 1841 ; which, in
the first instance, proposes to divide the funds it may collect between the
Syrian Society and a similar institution in China. The Edinburgh Asso-
ciation is also engaged in diffusing information on the subject amongst
the rising generation of medical students ; some of whom, (at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, ) it is most gratifying to learn, are so far alive to the
importance of the cause, as to have formed themselves into an association
for promoting it, and for stirring up one another to prepare themselves for
missionary work.

The field for the medical missionary in China is very large, and now
very open. It cannot but be regarded as evidently the duty of this Chris-
tian nation to avail ourselves of the wide doors now set before us, and to
enter in that we may do good, as we have opportunity, alike to the bodies
and the souls of the benighted millions who are so far, in the course of
God’s providence, subjected to our influence. About ten years ago, the
American Board of Fureign Missions sent missionary physicians to Can-
ton ; and ever since, there have Leen two, three, or fuur devoted labou-~
rers at work, some of them agents of the London Missionary Society,
They have proved eminertly serviceable in showing how much may be
dore, by the aid of medical practice, to facilitate amicable intercourse with
the Chinese of all ranks, and so to prepare the way fur the preachers of
the sospel. But what are these amungst the 300,000,000 idolaters? We
may regard it as not unlikely that our Government may see it to be its
interest, inoevcry point of siew, to encourage young medical men to settle

A2
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in the Chinese ports now open to us ; how important it is that those should
all be ¢ thoroughly furnished unto all good words and worhs"~having
the same mind that was in their Divine Master, yearning over lost souls,
and ready to communicate the pearl of great price to all with whom they
may hold intercourse, 'We are happy to learn that a socic ; was formed
in Glasgow, a few months ago, for the purpose of sending pecuniary aid
to the Medical Missionary Suciety in Ching, fur the support of its hospi-
tels at Hong Kong, Macao, and Canton. We shell only farther add at
present, that we shall be happy to forward any small sums that may be
collected amongst our readers, to the treasurers of either the Edinburgh or
Glasgow Society for the promotion of this object.

American Board for Foreign Nissioms.

An abstract of the thirty-fourth Annusl Report of this very active and
very successful Missionary Association has just been published. Its mis-
sionary stations are to be found in every quarter of the Heathen world ;
and God has crowned the labours of its missionaries with much of his
countenanee and blessing. At present we can afford room for only the
« General Summary.”

«¢ Having in the preceding pages talien a survey of the several depuit-
ments of labor, both at home and abroad. and given the particulars rela-
ting to each of the missions, the following is presented as a summary
view of what, through the divine favour, has been accomplished. The
smount received into the treasury of the Board during the year ezdiug on
the 31st of July last was $244,224 43; and the amount of payments was
$257,247 25 ; leaving the treasury indebted to the amount of $13,022 82,

The number of missions sustained during the year is 26 ; connectcd
with which are 86 stations, at which are laboring 131 ordained mission-
aries, eight of whom are physicians, eight other physicians, 15 teachers,
10 printers and bookbinders six other male and 178 female ussistant is-
sionarles—making the whole number of missionary laborers sent from
this couniry and sustained by the Board, 348, which is eight Iess than
last vear. If to these be added 14 native preachers and 116 other native
helpers, the whole number of missionary laborers connected with the
missions and sustained from the treasury of the Board, will be 478, which,
is 10 less than were reported last yeur. Of thesec missionary laborers,
four ordained missionaries, and two male and nine female assistant mis-
sionaries, in all 15, have been sent forth during the last year, being the
Ieast number of preachers, and the least number, including all closses of
laborers, that has been sent forth during any year since 1831.

‘¢ Organized by these missions and under their pastoral care are 62
churches, to which have been received during the last year 2,690 ; and
which now embrace, in regular standing, 20,797 members.* 'This num-
ber does not include some hundreds of hopeful converts among the Arme-
nians, Nestorians, and other communities in Western Asia.

«The number of printing establishments connected with the missions is
16, with four type foundries, 43 founts of type, and 30 presses. Printing
has been executed for the missions in 33 languages, exclusive of the
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English, 15 of which were first reduced to a written form by the mission-
aries of this Board. The copies of wourhs printed at the mission presses
during the past year exceed 600,000, and the number of pages is about
56,383,000 ; making the total number of vages printed for the missions
since they commenced, about 442,056,185.

“In the department of education the missionaries have under their care
seven seminuries for educatiug preachors and teachers, in which are 524
pupils ; besides 22 other boarding schoals, in which are 699 pupils, more
than 400 of whom are girls. Of free schools the number is 610, contain-
ing 30,778 ; making the whole number of pupils under the care of the
missions, 32,000.

# Allowing for an error in the summary of last year, this is 2,526 -soro than
was then reported.

Pitscellanics.

—

A SET OTF
TO THE RRV, MESSRS. LEACH AND RITCHIE JOINING THE EPISCOPALIAKNS.

Mr, James Coleman, recently a missionary of the Episcopal Church,
and in Deacon’s orders, has made application, throngh Messrs, Rintoul
and Bell to the Scotch Preshytery of Toronto, to be received as a student
of Divinity, and eventually admitted to the ministry of the gospel in the
Presbyterian Church. The following are the reasons assigned by Mr.
Coleman for this step. The Reasons are a specimen of hard hitting,
richly merited.

« My reasons fur withdrawing from the Ministry of the Church: of Eng-
land were, that Diocesan Episcupacy, or Prelacy, is unscriptural, evil i
its tendency, and the original cause of the Papacy—that the Queen is not
the head of the Church, that dignity belonging to Christ alone—that the
admission of the children of nominal Christians to Baptism is unscriptural
and evil—that the doctrine of the Spiritual Regeneration of infons jn Bap~
tisra, as set forth in the public liturgy of the Chureh, is a figment of Po-
pery, and 2 dangerous errur—that the use of sponsors in Baptism is very
wrong, as leading individuals to the making of vows to God they neither
intend to fulfil nor can fulfil ; as causing them falsely to assert to God that
they ave doing fur another, what they are not doing, what they never
mean to dv, and what they have never been able 10 do even for them-
selves ; and as being authorized by no text of God’s word—that the indis-
criminate use of the burial service, as universally practised, is blasphe-
mous—that the form of thanksgiving for the regeneration of the infant by
the Holy Ghost in the haptismal service, causes the Minister to utter a
falsehood in the face of God—that that part of the 2lst article, which
asserts that General Councils may not be gathered together without the
commandment and will of Princes, is erroncous—and that the constant
repetition of the sume prayers day afier day, is deadening to devation.,
There are a fow other reasons I could give, but these will be sufficient.
T need not say that when I entered the Ministry of the Church of England,
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it was fully under the impression that I was called thereto by the Holy
Ghost, under a desire of advancing the glory of God, snd being iustru-
mentol to the salvation of mankind, A * ®0@
“ 1 am, Dear Sir, yours, most sincerely,
(Signed) «JAMES COLEMAN.

+ The Rev. ANDREW BELL,” —Banner.

WAR,

Men’s sensibility to the evil of war has been very much blunted by the
deceptive show, the costume, the splendour in which war is arrayed. Its
horrors are hidden under its dazzling dress. To the multitude, the senses
are more cnnvincing reasoners than the conscience. In yeuth, the period
which so often received impressions for life, we cannot detect, in the
heart-stirring fife and drums, the true music of war, the shreik of the
newly wounded, or the faint moan of the dying. Arms glittering in the
sunbeam do not remird us of bayonets dripping with blvod. To one who
reflects theve is something shocking in these decorations of war. If men
must fight let them wear the badges which become their craft. It would
shock us to see a hangman dressed out in scarf and epaulette, and march-
ing with merry music to the pluce of punishment. The soldier has a
sadder work then the hangman. His office is not to dispatch occa-
sionally a single eriminal ; he goes to the slaughter of thousands as free
from crime as himself. The sword is worn as an ornament ; and yet its
use is to pierce the heart of a fellow-creature. As well might the butcher
parade before us his knife, or the exccutioner his axe or halter. Allow
war to be necessary, still it is a horrible necessity, a work to fill a good
man with anguish of spirit. Shall it be turned into an cccasion of pomp
and merriment? Teo desh out men’s brains, to stab them to the heart, to
cover the body with gashes, to lop off the limbs, to crush men under the
war-horse, to destroy husbands and fathers, to make widows and orphans
—all this may be necessary ; but to attire men for this work with fantastic
trappings, to surround this fearful occupation with all the cireumstances
of gaiety and pomp, seems as barbarous, as it would be to deck a gallows,
or to make a stage for dancing beneath the scaffold. I conceive that the
military dress was not open to as much reproach in former times as now.
It was then less dazzling, and acted less on the imagination, because it
formed less an exception to the habits of the times. The dress of Europe,
not many centuries ago, was fashioned very much after what may be
called the harlequin style. 'Thatis, it affected strong colours and strong
contrasts. This taste belongs to rude ages, and has passed away very
much with the progress of civilization. The military dress alone has
escaped the reform.—The military man is “he only harlequin left us from
ancient times. It is time that his dazzling finery were gone-that it no
longer corrupted the young—that it no longer threw a pernicious glare
over his terrible vocation.— Channing’s Lecture on War.

The Horxrors of V7ar.

Description of the arrival at Dresden of a Remnant of Napoleon's Army
of Russia.—1 was lately an eye-witness of a terrible scene. The regi-
ment of body guard that acquitted itself so manfully at munisk, has, in the
retreat from DMoscow, been altcgether cut up, mostly by the frost. Of
the whole regiment, only about seventy remain. Single bodies arrive by
degrees, but, in the main, in the most pitiable plight. When they reach
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the Saxon border, they are assisted by their compassionate countrymen,
who enable them to make the rest of the road in some carriage or wagon.
On Sunday forencon I went to the Linze' scen Bad, and found a crowd
collected round w car, in which some soldiers had returned from Russia.
No grenade or grape could have disfigured them as 1 beheld them, the
victims of cold. One of them had lost the upper joints of his ten fingers,
and he showed us the black stumps. Another looked as if he had been in
the hands of the Turks, for he wanted both ears and nose. Most horrible
was the look of a third, whose eyes were frozen ; the eye-lids hung down,
rotting, and the globes of the eyes were burst, and protruded out of the
sockets. It was awfully hideous, and yet @ more hideous object was to
present itself. Out of the straw, in the bottom of the car, I now beheld
a figure creep painfully out, which one would scarcely believe to be a
human being, so wild and distorted were his features. The lips were
rotted away, and the teeth exposed. He pulled the cloak away from
before his mouth, and grinned on us like a dead-head. Then he burst
into a wild laughter ; began to give the command in broken French with
2 voice more like the bark of a dog than anything human ; and we saw
that the poor wretch was mad from a frozen brain. Suddenly, a cry was
heard, “ Henry! my Henry!” and a young girl rushed up to the car.
The poor lunatic rubbed his brow, as if trying to recollect where he was 3
he then stretched out his arms towards the distracted girl and lifted him-
self up with his whole strength, A shuddering fever-fit came over him,
He fell collapsed, and lay breathless on the straw. The girl was removed
from the corpse. It was her bridegroom. Her agony found vent in the
most horrible imprecations against the French and the Emperor, and her
rage communicated itself to the erowd around—especially the women,
who were assembled in considerable numbers,

Usrs oF TBE JERUSALEM Bisgor.—(Exiract of a Letter from Jerusa-
lem April 15.)—Before the Bishop of London indulges in his fancy for
sending out Missionary Bishops with large salaries to all parts of the
world, it might be advisable in future if he previously ascertained whether
there is any probability that they would have any flock to take care of,
Even here the congregation of Bishop Alexander consists of but half g
dozen converts to the advantages derived from his pocket, whose oeca-
sional attendance at the service is only ensured by a system of exclusive
dealing ; the principal of them is an Italian ci-devant Jew, who supplies
the Bishop with English porter and bad Cyprus wine ; the others are of
the same class, who, like most levanters, are not very scrupulous, and
have a remarkable facility of adapting their religious notions to suit their
worldly interests when money is to be gained, and would *for a consid-
eration” as readily attend mass or the mosque. The erection of the
Church finds no support, and is stopped for want of funds. The Bishop
has prayers daily in a very small room in his house, which, however, is
quite large enough for his congregation, generally consisting only of his
own family, and now and then & passing traveller whom he has had to
dine. He is inclined to be hospitable, and in so far the establishment of
the bishopric is advantageous to travellers ; but had the money spent in
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the abortive attempt to erect & church which is not wanted been laid out
in building a decent inn which i3 wanted, travellers would have been
benefited and the Jerusalem congregation not damnificd,

Erastianism.—The Erastians were named from Erastus, a German
physician of the sixteenth century.  The nume is often used in the
present age ignorantly. ‘Ihe fundamemal principle of his school was this
That, in a commonwealth where the magistrute professes Christianity, it
is not convenient that offences against religion and morality should be
punished by the censures of the Church.  Probubly he may have gone
forther and denied the righr of exclusion from Church communion without
reference to temporal power ; but the limited proposition wa: sufficient to
raise the controversy. The Helvetic divines, Gauther and Bullinger,
strongly concurred with Erastus—¢¢ Contendimus disciplinam esse debere
in ecclesia, sed satis esse, si ea administietur & magistratun,”  (We con-
tend that there ought to be discipline in the church, but we hold that it is
enough if that be administered by the magistrate.) Calvin and his school
held, as is well known, a very opposite tenet.  The ecclesiastical consti-
tution of England is nearly Jrastian in theory, and almost wholly so in
practice. Lvery sentence of the spiritual judge is liable to be reversed
by a civil tribunal ; and, practically, what is called Church discipline hns
gone so much into disuse, not to say contempt, that 1 believe no one, ex-
cept those who derive a little profit from it, would regret its abolition.—
Hallaw’s Constitutional History.

Goop Manners.—Good manners are the blossom of good sense, and
it may be added, of good feeling too; for, if the law of kindness be
written in his heart, it will lead to that disinterestedness in listle as well as
great things—that desire io oblige, and attention to the gratification of
others, which is the foundation of good manners.— Locke.

Piray Apvice.—A Chinese minister presented this instruction to one
of the Emperors of his day, who was then about cighteen years of age.
It may be considered as an epitome of the art of governing :—*¢ Fear
Heaven ; love your subjects ; employ men of merit; be always ready to
listen to good advice ; lessen laxes; mitigate punishments ; banish prodi-
gality ; avoid luxury ; and give good example.”

OBITUARY. .

It is our melancholy duty this week to record the death of the Rev.
Tuomas McCorrocH, D. D., President of Dathousie College, and Pro-
fessor of Divinity to the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia. He de-
parted this life on Saturday last, st his residence in Halifax, We are
able this week only to announce the fact. We hope in a week or two to
be able to publish a more extended notice.~— Lostern Chronicle,

rwm—— —

CALL,

On the 18th ult,, The United Associate Congregation in Rochester
(N. Y.,) gave gn unanimous call to Mr, James McFadyen to be their

minister,
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From a venerablo momber of ono of our congregations I have received
the fullowing Pootry.  Thongh it cannot claim to belong Lo the class called
Jirst rale, it is creditable to the piety of tho author.

3. %

Paraphrase om the 12th Chapter of Isaiah,

In that blest day when grace shall shino

In love and mercey all divine :

When saints shall sing—for all they’ve dono—
#I1is mercy's come, and anger gone.”

"They then shall sing, ev’n wlilo they’ro here
In midst of all their doubts and fear

«] taste the grace, the joys 1 feel

Of Him who ransom’d me from hell.”

Tll trust his word and will not fear
The dangers I may meet with hero,
His strength and powers shall be my song
While I am journeying here along.

Altho' I weary be and faint

T'll be supplied from that great fount
That is in Christ my Saviour dear
For travellers, such as I am here.

In that blest day as sung abovo,
When Josus shall appear all love,
1'l] mention then his doings all,
And also on his name will call.

P'll sing his praise as well's Ican,
Tl tell his glories, every one,

1’11 mention that his name is great,
That he's exalted high in state,

When I his works cach one survey,
And see them reg’larly obey

His will, in all the earth throughout,
In praiso to Him T’} ery and shout.

And so should every saint of his
‘Whose standing on mount Zion is:
Because it's there that God doth dwell
The Holy One of Israel.’

BT n——

Vanitas Vanitatem—Omnia Vanitas.

Fain would I now repose my head
Upon thy lap, my mother earth!

And mingle with the pious dead
That which thoua gavest birth!:
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Poetry.

Mine be tho lot of those, whose night
Of sorrow, melts in calm away,

Like sumnmer clouds, when bathed in light
At close of day.

¥'m weary of the world—for me

Its pomp and pleasures ne'er were mete
For I wowd rather lowly be

Than with the great.

Far in some nook, or quiet glen

My boon companions laughing brooks;
And for the voice of living men

Birds, flowers and books !

What art thou, vain Philosophy !

‘lo stay the knawing worm at heart,
Or wipe from sorrow's dewy eyo

Tears that unbidden start?

Ay, thou art vain! and vain is all

‘The boasted learning wisdom gives—
‘The panoply but hides the pall

Which man receiver !

What care we for the palmy days

Which Grecce, or Rome, or Athons knew,
Over their dust the voice of praiss

Sounds hollow now.

And all the learning—all the loro
Which glory to their ashes gave :—
Their oracles are heard no more,
Or from the gravo !

Then I will hie me to some nook—
Somo lonely spot and nature woo,
And she shall be my only book
Of wisdom truo.

And I will read in every star—

And flower, that gems the earth and sky,
A wisdom holier, heavenlier far

That cannot die.

They'll teach mo how to lisp %is praiso
‘Whose presence fills the earth and air ;

Whose might is in the storm, which lays
The mountains bare.

And whose still voice at evening hour
When gathered round some lonly grave,

Whispers of peace, whero storms ne'cr Jour
Nor tempests rave.

London, August, 1843.

J.N.



