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SKETCHES FROM THE LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM JENKINS,
LATE OF RICHMOND IHILL.

It is sometimes comforting and encouraging to view the providential dispen-
sations of God in the lives of his people, especially in the lives of God’s
ministers. 'We may learn from them many important and useful lessons,
especially when whatis recurded is designed and fitted to manifest the glory of
God, and not to exalt and glorify man. It is with this end in view that we
desire to present to the readers of the Canadian U. P Magazine a few brief
sketches from the life of one of the first Presbyterian Missionaries and Minsters
of Upper Canada.

The Rev. William Jenkins, one of the first Presbyterian Ministers of Upper
Canada. was a native of the County of Forfar, Scotland. IIe was born on the
26th September, 1779. e gave himself early to God, purposing to serve him
in the ministry of the Gospel of His Son; for this he studied in connection
with the Associate Synod of the Secession Chureh, but hefore he finished his
course of study he emigrated to the United States, being about 20 years of age.
Shartly after his arrival in New York he was engaged by the Northern Mis-
sionary Society, to go as a missionary to the Oneida Indians, in the north west
part of the State of New York. IHere his labours, his trials, and cnjoyments
were many. lere he remained and laboured till 1%17, when he came to
Canada. 1le had to labour first through means of an interpreter tili he
acquired the language of the Indians : hutafter he attained this, his intercourse
with them was more pleasant and profitable. e kept a Journal during part
of the time that he laboured among the Indians, Parts of this Journal remain,
but it is imperfect, parts being lost ; from what remains we may learn some
things in the life of a missionary among the heathen, his labours, his trials,
and sorrows, arising from the ignorance and depravity of those araong whom
he lived. We learn, also, sume of the thoughts and musings of the mind when
the light of the Gospel first breaks through the darkness in which it is shrouded
in a state of heathenism. We shall give occasional extracts from the parts of
the Journal that remain. But before doing so we may mako this remark,
that in reading over the Journal, one great cause of the Missionary’s troubles
was the evil intercourse and unjust dealings of unprincipled white men with
the Indians. These whites did not hesitate to cheat the Indians out of their
lands and property whenever they had an opportunity, and that was not seldom
nor long wanting to them. They were very apt at finding out opportunities to
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gain their ends. Then, as now, the red man manifested strong desires for
ardent spirits, which have been the source of many of the evils be has suffered.
This caused Mr. Jenkins many ansieties and sorrows. e had to wateh, and
if possible prevent the unjust and ruinous proceedings of some white men, who
seemed to infest the Indian settlements like wild beasts watching for their
prey. With them the Missionary had to act constanrtly on the precept of the
Divine Saviour, “Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves;”’ and though
he had sometimes to appeal to the civil authorities for protection, to himself
and the Indians; yet he strived to follow the example of his Divine Master,
and ‘“when he was reviled he reviled not again, but committed himself to Him
who judgeth righteously.” .

On the credulity and ignorance of the Indian, which made him fall an easy
prey to the cunning craftiness of the unjust white man, Mr. Jenkins makes in
his Journal for the year 1809 the following remarks :—

* Indians are just like children whose judgment is not ripened ; they cannot
form a correct view of things, theyare easily led into the greatest absurdities ;
they can be made to helieve and act directly contrary to their interests, if not
to their inclinations. They are often very zealous about those things which
lead to their ruin; things so manifestly ruinous that we might suppose a child
would see and detect the fraud. There is in them also a strong disposition to
acquiesce in the expressed opinions and desires of those in whom they place
confidence; this renders them an easy prey to the artful and designing they
seem to be taken up with, and manifest o Jdesire to follow the last advice that
may be given taem. They are naturally afraid to part with their property,
yet designing men have so managed them that they have parted with it for
little or no remuneration. Thus, when speculators intend to purchase or get
hold of their lands, they do not assemble the chiefs, or all the nation, and ask
them fairly and honourably to seil their lands.  If they followed this method
they would not obtain them ; they have recourse to another plan more in
accordance to their erooked policy~—they give money and drink to those whom
they design to victimize, and obtain some right or title by which they get hold
of their improvement, and then the law gives the first chance of purchase to
those persons in possession of these improvements.”

Mr. Jenking presents some very gloomy pictures of the white man’s injustice
and of the red man’s stupidity. The white man effecting his purposes through
the aid of rum, for which the red man would barter his earthly estate, yea,
his soul and body, as mony white men do in our day.

By way of giving a glimpseinto their mental state, the thoughts and mental
gropping after light and truth, Mr. Jenkios gives in his journal a series of
questions which were propounded to him by the Chiefs of the nations among
which he laboured, with the answers which be gave to them—wo give a few.

Q. What think you of those who say with their lips, very often, “I repent
(1)){ my?sius, yet continue in their sins, and go on duily in their sins, getting no

etter ?

A. They have not repented with the heart. Their repentance needs to be
repented of.

Q. i)oth not the bad repenting of sinners give God the Iip, and not the heart?

A. Yes.

Q. Doth not true repentance make mes and women become betier people
than they were before ?

A. Yes.

These are questions which show something like tenderness of conseience in
some of those lndians who had been brought under the power of the Gospel,
and fears of offending God.

The circumstance out of which the following ““ case of conscience” arose, is
thus stated : .

*Some Indians, in order to cure the sick, use the ormiatia (a small root
they steep in spirits, and which they suppose possessed of supernatural virtues),
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blow, and squirt water out of the mouth on them. Some of those who believe
in and love Christ have done this, but some fear to do so lest it be not right.

“ Q. What is your mind ?

“ 4. If the ormiatta is good for the sick, you need neither blow nor squirt
water in their faces ; by God’s blessing it will do.”

In the following we sec how the wicked actions of professing or rominal
Christians, affect the minds of heathens who are not established in the faith:

“We see white men working ou the Sabbath. We ask them why they do
so. 'They say that they are poor, and need to do so; or that there is no ill in
doing so.  Now, they know God’s Book better than we do, and on this account
some of us Indians do so too.

“ . Why do white men do so? Doth God speak doubtful about it?

“A. God doth not speak doubtful about it. He says, ‘Remember the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy ; thou shalt do no work thercon.” White men who do
not keep the Sabbath holy, are enemies to God and to his word.”

There are questions which seem to have arisen out of the social condition of
some of the Indians before their conversion to Christinpity- -cases of infidelity
op the part of husbands and wives, which perplesed the nagacity of the chiefs
of the Six Nations rightly to dispose of, as the same thirg has lately done the
wisdom of the British Parliament. These were brought to the missionary,
who by applying the precepts of the word of God, soon solved all the knotty
points, and set the minds of the lagislative assembly of the Six Nations at rest
about the matter.

We find from the remarks in the journal that his time was employed in
teaching and preaching to the Indians. There is in the routine duties of a
missionary, as in the stated services of a minister, little variety. Lach day
comes with its duties, its cares and trials, and sometimes the light of God’s
countenance shining upon his soul, sustaining him in his duties and comfort-
ing him in his trials. It requires faith in God’s word, patience and persever-
ance, to do in o right spirit and in a proper manner our duties to men. Mis-
sionarics and ministers sometimes feel in their souls the necessity of strong
faith in God’s promises. They of all others know what is implied as well as
expressed in that exhortation, ** And let us not weary in well-doing, for in due
season ye shall reap, if ye faint not.

It appears from his journal that during the years 1809-10-"11, he had many
difficulties to contend with, arising from the unjust conduct of some of the
whites towards the Indians. This was a great drawback to his usefulness as
well as his comfort. He could neither teach nor preach with that comfort
which is requisite to success. After being agitated by some law-suits which
arose between the Indians and the whites, he goes to his duties making such
reflections as these:

‘I left the court, committing the cause of the Indians to God. My mind is
much depressed with the conduct I have scen, but [ feel some comfort from
that text, ‘If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and the violent perverting
of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter; for Ile that
is higher than the highest regardeth, and there be higher than they.” ”’

When he sees evidence of success in his work, this fills him with thankful-
ness; but his joys are not destined to be of long duration. The goodness of
many seems to be as the morning cloud, and as the early due, which passeth
away. Ile is grieved with the insensibility to divine things, which he sees 50
frequently manifested. We find the following entry:

“Jan. 26, 1811. (Saturday.)—Went to Vernon, to visit some sick persons.
The typhus fever has raged there for some time. Seventy cases bave happened
within a small distance of each other, yet almost no one seems to seo the hand
that sr]nites them. A stupid insensibility about things of eternal importance
prevails.”

During the time of this epidemic, we learn the state of the missionary’s
mind from the texts from which he preached. The following are some of them:



324 U. P, CHURCH HISTORY.

-1 will ransom them from the power of the grave.”—IIosen xi11. 14. *There
remaineth a rest to the people of God.”—IIeb. 1v. 9. * Thou saidst, seek ye
my face. My heart said unto thee, thy face, Lord, will I seek.”—Ps. xxv11. 8.
 Behold T stand at the door and knock. It any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with bim, aud he with me.”—

Rev. 111, 20,
(T be continued.)

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCII HISTORY.

BY THE REV. DR. FERRIER, CALEDONI..

The United Secession Chureh, being sufficiently vindicated from blame in not
lending their political influence in favour of the views of the non-intrusionists,
continued to look on, with deep and prayerful interest, in the struggles which
were advancing and multiplying between the civil courts and the judicatories
of the Church of Scotland. The latter they considered as ecclesiastically right,
though politically wrong: and we know that many an earnest supplication was
presented to the throne of grace by the ministers and people of the Secession,
that whatever might be the issue of these struggles, they might terminate in
glory to God and In good to the Church.

Were it our object to give the history of the struggles of the Chureh of Scot-
Iand, conducted for ten years before the Disruption, we would have much to say
in commendation of the godly ministers, who, standing firm to their convictions
of duty to their Divine Master, made zealous efforts to restore and defend the
liberties of the Church, and who were willing to sacrifice all that was dear to
them for conscience’ sake. Yes, we know that there were men among them
who had the martyr’s spirit, and who, rather than allow anything dishonouring
to Christ, would have laid down their lives for his sake.

In their Presbyteries, Synods, and General Assembly, during this eventful
period, the luminous and eloquent speeches, and the digpified and undaunted
proceedings of the leading ministers on the side of Christian freedom, were
such as to indicate & noble and disinterested zeal for the honour of Christ as
g;e Cl}x}urch’s Ilead, and for the purity, peace and prosperity of his body the

hurch.

Under one radical mistake, however, they seem to have laboured from first to
last. They were blind to the very root and cause of all their perplesities. It
was strange, but true, that they perceived not that their position as a Church
established by civil law made their wrestlings, although in accordance with
Divine law right and praiseworthy, yet according to the law of the land illegal;
and thus, being a civil institution, beholding to the State for every inch of
liberty they had, or would acquire, all their efforts for self-rectification as a
Chureh of Christ were put forth invain. It was for them to have laid the axe
to the root of the tree by withdrawing from State control, and then, as a free
Christian Church, not only to have purged themselves from other errors into
which they had fallen, but to have conformed their institutions and principles
to the perfect standard of the word of God. But they began at the wrong end,
and, still clinging to their favourite theory of a civil establishment of religion,
they have yet the true source of all their former grievances to discover and fo
renounce.

It is vain to tell us, as one of their writers does, that “ the freedom of their
Church was practically taken away towards the end of 1839, when the Court
of Session, armed with the compulsitors of the civil law, began to encroach
upon her jurisdiction.” The Church of Scvtland was never free, and never
could be {ree, as established by civil law. It was only imaginary freedom that
it enjoyed all along. A man in fetters may think himself free when he is
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asleep and dreams of freedom, hut when he awakes he finds himself still in
bondage. Duaring the long reign of Moderatism, the Church of Scotland thought
herself free. It wuas only when she at length awoke, and put forth henourable
efforts for Christ’s Kingly rights, and the cxtension of is cause, that she felt
herself bound to the State, and unable to proceed in that course of Christian
progress to which she was obligated and inclined.

In consequence of this, but not till the meeting of Assembly, in 1842, the
impression became general among the non-intrusionists that they would be
obliged to surrender their connection with the State, in order to be at liberty
to advance the cause of Christ in the manuner they contemplated. It was now
that they issued what they called their “Claim of Right,” with a view to inform
the country, and in particular the Legislature, of their views and resolutions.
In this important document they refer to the treaty of Union between the
Kingdoms of England and Scotland, by which the Sovereign, at accession to
the throne, takes oath to preserve inviolate the Church of Scotland in the
enjoyment of her privileges and rights, as then established by law. They next
set forth the recent encroachments of the Court of Session, which they alleged
had been made on their spiritual liberties; and in fine, they express their
determination to call upon the people to hold fast at all hazards their Christian
principles as to the sole Headship of Christ over his Church; and that whilst
they submit in every civil matter to the Government of the land, they claim the
free exercise of their spiritual government and discipline, and, for their people
the ecclesiastical libertics of which attempts had been made to deprive them.

This “Claim of Rights” was rejected by the IIouse of Lords, in August
1842, by their affirming the principle of civil supremacy in matters ecclesias-
tical. This produced a deep sensation among the non-intrusionists. The
Edinburgh Presbytery stopped proceeding in the settlements which were to
have gone forward, and the godly ministers in all quarters began to see that
the hour of their trial was at hand.

It was now that the celebrated Cenvoeation of Ministers, to the number of
nearly five hundred, took place, by their meeting in kdinburgh in November
1842, when their meeting was opened with an eloquent sermon by Dr. Chalmers
on that text, *Unto the upright there ariseth light in darkness.” A whole
week was spent in prayer and consultation respecting the circumstances in
which they were now placed, and their duty in these circumstances. * 'Lhey
resolved,” it is said, “with singular unanimity, that they could never abandon
the principles for which the Church was contending, or submit, in their capa-
city of rulers of the Chureh, to the cuercion of the civil power; and thatif
Parliament refused to listen to the ‘Claim of Rights,” und to restore to the
Church that freedom of which the civil courts had deprived her, it would be
necessary for them, as a matter of conscience and high duty, to resign their
livings into the hands of the State.

“They considered that, while the rights of the State in the disposal of the-
temporalities of the Church of Scotland, were limited by God’s law and by
iuternational engagements formed at the Union of the Kingdoms, its complete
power over them was unquestionable; so thatit could from time to time attach
such conditions to the possession of them as it pleased ; and that, in point of
fact, if P-rliament now rejected the Church’s ¢ Claim of Right,” and allowed
the adverse decisions of the civil courts to prevail as the law of the land, the
State must be held to have changed the terms of the Establishment, and effec-
tually constituted submission to the magistrate’s ecclesiastical supremacy s
condition on which the civil benefits should thereafter continue to be enjoyed,
and to have thereby left no alternative tv them, as men of honesty and truth,
but the fulfilment of the condition, or the surrender of the benefits.”

With these views, which were socn brought to the test of experiment, the
non-intrusionists were fully committed to leave the Establishment, unless they
obtained the redress which they sought.

After this o final attempt was made to obtain from the State what they
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thought just. "They appealed to the Queen, through the Government of the
day, and urged the “ Claim of Right” on the notice of Parliament. In reply
to this application a Jetter was received from the Secretary of State, dated in
January 1843, repudiating the principles of the non-intrusionists, and aseerting
t{\lc supremacy of the civil over the ecclesiastical courts of the Lstablished
Charch.

In fine, in the month of Mareh, the IHouse of Commons also, by a great
majoriiy, refused to take the * Claim of Right” into considerstion: and it
being now settled by the Queen and the llouses of Lords and Commony, ““that
the terms on which the State continued its gitts were obedience to ¢ivil rule in
spiritual things,” it was evident that the solemn contingency was come for
which the Convention had endeavoured to prepare themselves ; and that at the
ensuing General Assembly action must be taken, and the choice be made
“between separation from the State, with Christ for the only Head, on the one
hand ; and State support, with the State for the dictator, on the other.”

Aceordingly, on the 18th of May, 1843, the General Assembly met in St.
Andrew’s Church, Fdinburgh, and in the presence of the Lord High Commis-
sioner of the Queen, Dr. Welsh, the Moderator of the preceding Assembly,
opened the meeting with prayer; and then, without their entering on any
business, he read, in his own name, and in the name of all who might adhere
to him, a suitable and solemn protest,—recapitulating their various complaints
of civil encroachment, of subjection to civil penalties in discharging their
spiritual duties, and of the final rejection of their ** Claim of Right;” and
stating that upon these and other grounds, they were obliged to surrender
their connection with the State, and the ecclesiastical endowments they had
enjoyed ; and that although they still adhered to the principles of the Chureh
of Scotland, they were brought to the necessity of withdrawing from the
Establishment, that they might, with frecdom of conscience, conduct the alfairs
of Christ’s Church,  After this, bowing to the Lord Commissioner, Dr. Welsh
withdrew from the Assembly, followed by his numerous adherents. Cheered,
deservedly and loudly cheered, by the innumerable spectators without, they
walked in regular and solemn procession to the large Canonmills Hall, sus-
tained by approving consciences, and applauded by crowds of followers. Iere
they cousticuted, in separation from the State, the free General Assembly,—of
which, with much propriety, they chose the justly renowned REvEREND Docror
CuaLMEiRs, to be their first Moderator.

Such was the origin of the Free Church. Tt was a noble movement, although,
like all human things, it had its imperfections. But who can fail to venerate
and applaud those holy men, who may be said to have given up their worldly
emoluments and advantages for Christ, aud who, rather than sacrifice a good
conscience, went out from the Church of Scotland, where they had lived in
circumstances of ease and comfort, w.thout knowing whither they went,—not
kuowing how they would be provided for, but trusting entirely to their Great
Master and Redeemer, whose glory they had been seeking, and in whose cause
they had been acting, and were resolved to act.

During these propitious movements, there was still the continuance of a
respectful silence and inaction among the Voluntaries. They would, indeed,
congratulate themselves on the happy results of their agitation; but they did
so with the most tender feelings of Christian charity towards those who had
now proved themselves, by enduring hardness, to be good soldiers of Christ
Jesus. Ior a long time they needed not to act, for they saw that those who
had been their opponents were unconsciously acting for them. The United
Secession had propelled the movement in the Established Church till it had
acquired that velocity which made it move itself, and move with an impetus
sufficient to accomplish all that was necessary. They had eyed with astonish-
ment, and with lively gratitude to God, those steps which led to this wonderful
revolution, till it placed side by side with themselves the very men by whom
they had been often misrepresented and scandalized, and who, they now hoped,
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would &t somo future tim.e, with more light from above, be not only their able
and faithful auxiliaries in seeking the entire freedom of the Redeemer’s Church
throughout the world from all those civil fetters by which its progress had heen
marred and its efliciency circumscribed, but also in advancing it to that state of
apostolic purity which 1t is still destined to reach.

Such was the Disruption,—carrying with it nearly five hundred ministers,
and we may well suppose the best of Scotland’s ministers belonging to the
Established Chureh, and embracing probably the majority of members in full
communion. It was a most interesting and engrossing sight to see so many
niinisters leaving the supreme court of that Cliurch to which they were strongly
attached as the Chuarch of their fathers, and willing to suffer the loss of all
things for tho sake of Christ and a good conscience. IIowever different the
views of the United Seccession Church might be in circumstantial matters, from
those great and good men who now, so honourably to themselves, and in a
manner so glorifying to Christ, thus shook off, at great sacrifice, the yoke of g
civil establishment, which they had found grievous, yet there was felt in our
Secession Church, and among other dissenting bodies, a conviction that thse
who now formed the I'ree Chuarch were worthy of honour and applause: and
we know that it was the hope and prayer of evangelical dissenters in general,
that those whom God thus honoured to be instruments in this glorious move-
ment, might be kept humble and thankful—might be fortified agninst anything
of an intolerant and sectarian spirit, and might make greater progress still in
enlightened views on the important points of Christian consistency, order, and
cha'ity ; and might, through God’s blessing, along with other denominations,
their predecessors in freedom from State control, become the blessed instru-
ments of promoting the cause of Christ at home, and extending it over the
habitable earth.

The sentiments of brethren and friends in the United Secession Church
towards the non-intrusionists before the Disruption, and especially towards the
Free Church on the ynemorable occasion of its origin, may be gathered from
the following quotations from the Memoirs of the Rev. Dr. Heugh, of Glasgow :

It delights us to know that, within the Church, there is a growing . ass of
religious intelligence, piety, moral worth, and Christian zeal and beneficence.
I have no doult that God 1s conducting his people in that Church to the more
excellent way. Circumstances may sometimes put practice in the right, even
when opinions are in the wrong; and thus right practice leads to right opinions.
It is to be hoped that the disciples of Christ will discover in the voluntary
principle such a potency, productive of such satisfaction and pleasure, as will
soon induce them, like the primitive Church, to employ no other. Willing of
themselves, they will find that they are able of themselves, and will cease to
importune a reluctant and sullen power for a bounty of which experience tells
them they have no need.

“ Why should she plant and rear those thorns of the wilderness with which
she is now entangled and torn? Why torment herself with a vassalage of her
own making, from which, if she will, she may at once and forever make herself
free? Let us have done with patronage, which Christ never gave us, and we
shall have no more trouble from patrons. Let us renounce State pay, which
Christ never granted us, and we shall finally escape from the bondage ard dis-
honour of State dictatien. ILet us revert to the position which Jesus assigned
to His Church, end we shall retire at once from a tempestuous sea, and soon
find ourselves in & haven of peace and security. It shall come to pass’—
happy when it shall come, that Israel shall no more stay on him that smote-
him, but shall stay upon the Lord, the IHoly One of Israel, in truth.” * * ¥
Come when it may, it will not be the grief of the church, but her joy; not her
Inss, but her gain; not her fall, but her rise and sure establishment; not her
destruction, as some of her weak friends dread, but her salvation and her
glory. For the advancement of the work of God, and the spirit of peace
and holiness and honour of the ministers and other people of God,. in.that
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chureh, and in all other churches, lot no ocecurrence induce us to cease in our
prayers to God.”

* What a stir everywhere by thia new secession! No wonder; for it has
never had o parallel in Scotland—perhaps scarcely in any other land. So
large a number of ministers leaving everything for the suke of a good consci-
ence ; and such munificence on the part of the people! I think it is a grea
work of Giod, although, of course, as men are the agents, human infirmity
must he expected to appear.  Nothing could be more deplorable than, if they
should become seetarian in spirit. 1 hope the Lord will Le their guide.

“The new Seesssion is still all the talk.  And no wonder, for it is the most
wonderful thing that has occurred in our day. All wonder at it, and I sup-
pose none more than the Seceders themselves, I'ey have much both to un-
Jearn and to learn ; and as I believe most of them are under Divine teaching,
I trust they will learn well and fast, and it will be well if both the old and the
new Seceders be humbly willing to learn from one another.”

“Great event of the day,—the new Secession ! Vast excitement here, being
the Sabbath on which the Seceding men have been ‘outed’! In every view, it
appears a great work of God, in which he has laid bare kis arm with peculiar
distinetness. * * % Jp the diseussions and ncgotiations with the Govern-
ment, an adjustment wae often apparently all but effected, as in August Iast,
when the Committee of the Assembly accepted Lord Aberdeen’s Bill with Sir
G. Sinclair’s clause ; and what hath God wrought! The people who meant to
absorb dissent, are themselves Dissenters,—they who wished to enlarge and
strengthen the lstablishment produce its Disruption,—the derided Volun-
tary principle is the only thing they can lean on, and works with an eflicacy
which astonishes them,—the judges in whom they confided set their sentences
aside, and rebuke and fine them for disobedience to their authority,—every
scheme for adjustment misgives ;—and the ories, not the Liberals, are the
power that sites them. ¢ 'This is the finger of God.” The great proportion
seem goud men,—they have been much in prayer,—they have excited the peo-
ple to make amazing efforts,—they have great pecuniary resources, and vast
zeal,—and the lord may employ them for great gcod in the land, perhaps,
among other things, to stir up, it may be to try and chasten the older Dissent-
ing churches. Weo have much chaft mixed with our wheat.”

I bave said that this Disruption of the National Church is a most impor-
tant event both in itself and in its probable results. Who denies it? 1f the
Secession of Four a century ago was important, what shail be said of the
Secession of Four hundred in such times as these? I would refer to the re-
markable determination and unanimity with which so many Christian minis-
ters have surrendered, not merely the = income, but their understood states in
society, for the sake of what they understood to be their duty to Christ, to 1lis
aause and His kingdom. T believe men of all parties, and christians of all
<lenominations, will most heartily honour this self-denial and devotedness. I
ghey are enabled, as we pray they may, to avoid a scctarian and exclusive
apirit, it they persevere in that spirit of prayer and devotedness in which they
hiave so happily commenced, they will prove a blessing to the land ; their zeal
energy, and liberality, will animate those who were Dissenters before them
and their example may induce the faithful in the English Establishment to
comply with the divine call, ¢ Come out of her my people.’

“As for those who have long occupied the fair field of unestablished
<hurches, their duty seems plain cnough. If they feel that they have been
aggrieved, cither by the language or the proceedings of those brethren in time
past, it will be their delight to exercise a generous forgiveness. Secular par-
dles may retain a spirit of bitterness, but the true followers of Christ will
exercise His spirit; nor, I believe, will any be more prompt in their forgive-
mess than those against whom hard words were most liberally directed.”

Ministers of the United Secsesion, and of other denominations, most readiiy
aecommodated the Free Church ministers with their churches till they had
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churches of their own erected, and everything seemed to indicato o furgetti. g
and forgiving of all past grievances, whether imaginary or real, and a disposi-
tion to countenance each other in the great work of their common Lorl.  We
understand that exchanges of pulpits, and even agsisting at each other’s
sacraments took place in many instances.

At the second meeting of the General Assembly of the Frec Church, a Depu-
tation waited on them, appointed by the United Secession Synod, to congatulate
them on theit happy deliverance from the fetters of the State, and to wish
them God speed. And they weve pulitely and cordially received, and addressed
the Court in approprinte aud affectionate speeches.  Union between the
churches has since been repeatedly falkad of.  But hitherto the Free Church
have achered too closely to their favourite principle of a civil establishment of
religion, which oceasioned all their perploxities, to let that be considered
practicable, or even desirable. Time alone, and, perhaps rot a very long
time, will overcome this prejudice, and God may yet open the eyes of this
young and incsperienced denomination to perceive in this particular the
trut™ as in Jesus.

Some things in the institation of the Iree Church are to he regretted.
although not to be wondered at. They profess to hold, out of the establish-
ment, all that they held within it. They profess to be establishment men,
although they look to the people alone, like the Voluntavies, for support,—
thus living on the principle which they repudiate.  And time hag shown that
it is to be feared they look not with a friendly eye on those who were on the
field of free christianity before them,—embracing them as their fricuds and
brethren in Christ; but with jealeusy and mistrust; and that they have not
altogether discontinued the assaults of misrepresentation and calomny, which
they commenced before their movements in the right direction hegan, and
which should never have survived the period when they realized their happy
freedom from State control and jurisdiction.

Still they look upon themselves as the Chureh of Scotland.  But their own
words condemn them, and place them fully farther from such claim than the
United Secession Church. It is a curious fact that in speaking of the differ-
ence between their Secession, in 1843, and the Secession of ** the Four Breth-
ren,” in 1732, they say that ¢ in the Jatter case the dispute was between the
church and a faithful minority, who contended againsther corrupt administra-
tion, and the Secession was that of a minority from a majority in the Church ;
while in the former case, the dispute was between the State and the Church as
such, and the Secession was that of the Charch from the State. Now not to
say, although it is true, that the Free Churceh seceded only from the State, and
therefore wanted the noble character of seceding professedly from corrupt
docetrine and corrupt administration in the Kstablishment, for which we think
there was sufficient cause, and which honoured, and still honours the first
Secession ;—this Free Churck according to its own showing, is not, as we have
heard some belonging to it proudly asserting-—The Charch of Scotland.  For
what is the Church of Scotland, but the Church Established by law? Now if
the I'ree Chureh seceded from the State, then, as a matter of course, it is not
the Church of Scotland, and ought to surrender this boast as freely as its min-
isters surrendered their endowments, which they could no longer claim.  The
first Sccession did not at first sccede from the State, but only from the jurisdie-
tion of the Establishment: and remaining true to the principles of the Church
of Seotland, and not even then ohjecting to her State connection, they had the
best right to be considered in reality the Church of Scotland ;—although now,
having carried their Testimony against all St e support. they have no
wish, they would consider it no honour, to be th s styled. Of late, however,
having assumed a title, not derivative,—not the Free, as having been bound
before, not the Secession as having come from the Church of Scotland, and not
inclulding any refercnee to their ever having heen connected with that church
they feel that being The United Presbyterian Church of Seotland, they have-
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at least an equal claim, with any denomination, to consider themselves, and to
be considered by others, the true Church of Scotland. It is, however, a claim
which they are too humble to plead, and too proud to aspire at as any honour.

It seems to have been one design of Providence in awakening in the church
of Scotland a laudable zeal for purity, order, and extension, to discover to them
the veality of those fetters by which they had been bound for ages, and to
which they had been hitherto almost blind.  For no sooner did this Christian
zeal lead to action than the State became jealous of its rights, and met the
movements of the Church with a stern resistance. We shall not justify the
strong ISrastinn procedures of the civil authorities—in opposing the enact-
ments of the Church to delay or proceed with Ordinations, and to dispense
ordinanees, or cuspend their dispensation. ‘They would have done their duty
more effectually, if, seeing that the church did not peaceably submit to their
authority where it was infringed, they had cast it off from State connection,—
leaving 1t to manage its own spiritual affairs as it thought best, and have
directed their own attention in future to matters of a purely civil description.
Nor will we cither justify or condemn the Church forassuming an independent
right to legislate in its own department, for this privilege s theirs by the
very nature of a christian church, and in all that they did, they did only what
a christian church ought to have the privilege of doing, aod what, from being
ignorant of the true nature of their own position, and of the existence an
extent of their bondage, they thought they had aright to do, and did, we
believe, with a sincere desire for the glory of God.

Surely as an Establisked Church—baving their creed ratified by civil law—
having their Parliamentary limits measured by civil law, and, especially, hav-
ing their endowments secured by civil law, they were doing what was beyond
their power. Forgetting, or not feeling those entanglements by which their
church was encompassed, they resolved *“at all hazards to defend it by the help
and blessing of that Great God, who in the days of old enabled their fathers,
amidst manifold persecutions, to maintain a testimony to the death for Christ’s
kingdom and crown.” It would have been well had their past history as the
Church of Scotland from the Revolution proved them worthy of tracing their
spiritual pedigree to the venerated martyrs of the seventeenth century. The
spirit was good, and it was well that the non-intrusionists had it. But it had
been long slumbering in the Chureh of Scotland. Where was it when their
church condemned the Marrowmen, and prohibited that book from which this
designation was given them, and which contained wholesome evangelical doe-
trine, from heing read by the people? Where was it when they cast out the
“Four Brethren” and their adherents, those venerable Fathers of the United
Secession Chureh, who were honourably styled *¢ the chariots and horsemen,”
“the strength and glory of the Church of Scotland. Where was it when
Thomas Gillespie, that holy man of God, encountered their scoiling ridicule,
and was condemned and cast out for being true to the genuine principles of
their church?  Verily this new zeal of theirs, commeadable in itself, must
have sprang from a foreign root.  Qur own church with a better grace, might
trace its ancestry to the sainted men who suftered persecution; and, without
boasting, we have canse of thankfuluess that we have been enabled in some
measure to preserve alive the truth as it is in Jesus, in Scotland and elsewhere,
frcm the very period of that persecution—fur a short time in the Establishment,
but for a much longer time out of it; and we rejoice that these recent move-
ments towards reform in the corrupt Establishment, which Providence honor-
ed us, in 2ome measure, to oviginate and propel, have terminated in the organi-
stion of 2 numerous and influential denomination, entirely free from Siate-
control hecause entirely dependent on their own resources.

Mach progress has yet to hbe made by this Free Church. For we fear the
name is rather prematurely assumed, but we hope it will suit them letter in
time coming.  These goud men, blinded doubtless by the prejudices of eduoea-
tion, were seeking the deliverance of their church from thraldom and in doing
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this they were to be commended, and their zeal and activity worthy of the
cause they sought. But their minds could not see their own inconsistencies,
and the hopelessness of all their efforts in connection with an BEstablishment.
It was good for them that these effurts were not crowned with the success they
desired. The issue although very different from what they anticipated, is far
better than what they sought—fur Letter, we trust for themselves, and at all
events far better for the general interest of the Christian church,

We have been too long on this subject, but from the relation it had to the
Voluntary question, conducted in a great measure, by ministers and members
of the United Secession Church, and chiefly identified with them, we could not
satisfy ourselves with greater brevity.

We shall next, according to our plan, enter on the doctrinal discussi-ms, or
Morisonian controversy, in the United Sccession Church.

(70 be continued.)

"UNION.

To the Edilor of the Canadian U. I. Mugazine.

Sir,—The subject of Union has found a place in each of your numbers for
several months past, yet I beg to be allowed to offer a few additional remarks
on it. It is not my intention to go deeply into the question, but just to throw
out two or three ideas which I hope may contribute to hring matters to a
satistactory issue. The desire for union on the part of the people, and of a
considerable portion of the ministers, in both churches, I believe is strong. 1,
for one, am exceedingly anxious to see it accomplished, provided, in the first
place, the terms be such as a voluntary can conscientivnsly aceede to, and
secondly, that there be a fair and reasonable prospect of cordial and efficient
cotperation after the junction hus been effected.

I do not stop to inquire what degree of acceptance the articles presented by
the joint committees to the two Synods in June last may have found in the
Free Church. Judging from some speeches in the Synod of that Church, the
satisfaction seems to have been considerable.  But I believe it muy be set down
as a settled point, that the third of these articles,—that on the ** duties of the
civil magistrate,” is hy no means satisfactory either to the United Presbyte-
rian Church in Canada, or to our brethren at home. On the footing of that
article, a portion of our church may be prepared to join the Free Church, and
that might, perhaps, be a good thing, but it would not be a union of the two
Churches. There would not be a denomination fewer in the country, possibly
there might be ono more.

I canuot but regret that on a matter of so great importance, our Committee
on Union did not preseat a reportin a mere formal and business-like manner.
Indced it is by a misnomer that what it printed in the appendix to the
Minutes of our Synod is called “ Report of Committee on Union.”” The docu-
ment proceeds in reality from a joint meeting of our Committee, and that of
the Free Church Synod. It is notstated that our Committee ever had a meet-
ing at all, either before or after the joint meeting. In my humble opinion
they ought to have had hoth. At the first they ought to have agreed to the
terms they were to propose to the joint meeting, and, at the sccond, they
ought to have adopted the report they were to return tothe Synod.  The only
thing having the least semblanee of a report was a few loose verbal statements
by Dr. Taylor of Montreal, which, for aught that appeared, expressed ouly sen-
timents of his own. If I am not misinformed, some of the members of the
U. P. Committee did not approve of the articles adopted by the joint meeting,
Same of them were only willing that these articles shouid be submitted to the:
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consideration of the Churches. Some of them scarcely went that length.
Altogether 2 more higgeldy-piggeldy piece of business has seldom been seen.
There is obviously a great disadvantage from the Conveners of the two Com-
mittees, living at such a distance from one another. If two men could be
found each having the entire confidence of his own Church, and residing in
the sume town or neighbourhood, it would be of great consequence that
they should be placed at the heads of the Committees.

To the third of the articles there is appended the following ¢ Note,” “ It is
understood that the sections of the Westminster Confession of Faith, bearing
upon this velation of the civil magistrate to matters of religion are re-
ceived by us in accordance with the above given statements.” For the sake
of public morality, I hope we shall héar no more of that. The article is not
at all to my mind, but it is surely very unlike the twenty-third chapter of the
Conlession.  Subseribing the one in the sense of the other, would be like sub-
seribing the Racovian Catechism in the sense of the Nicene Creed.

I have just read with great satisfaction, o paper on Union in ths Cunadian
Lresbyler (Montreal). It is conceived in an excellent spirit, and contains a
great deal that is reasonable and correct. To the following paragraph I en-
tirely subseribe :—* There is no need to veil under obscure terms cur respec-
tive opinicns; let us by all means be candid and honest. Nothing will be
made of compromises or reservations; neither party wishes for this, or will
consent to patch up a Union on such unsatistactory terms. To say that we
agree on all points would be to state what is not true; to suppose again that
the one was coming over to the views of the other would be to entertain a very
delusive idea.  We do differ from each other, and we are neither of us coming
over to the opinions which we suppose the other to hold. Let such hopes be
dismissed from our minds 2s vain and fallacious. Our United Presbyterian
brethren are as intelligent and acute 2s we are; they know their own doc-
trines; they bave not taken them up in a thoughtless moment, nor are they
likely to lay them down in any such way. Our cffurts at union are not, and
muss not, be with the view of converting each other; it may be laid down as a
fixed fact that neither of us will be converted :—we shall unite as we are, or
not-atall.  Ifit be found that we stand at poles so wide asunder so that we
cannot reach across to embrace each other, then let us by all means remain
as we are, and go on our separate courses rejuicing.”  This seems to me very
like contemplating the idea of union, on the priunciple of forbearance, provided
it should be found after the inquiry respectiug one aunother’s views which the
author recommends, that the difference between us is not too wide for such a
scheme.

I observe it reported in another parc of the Presbyler, that Professor King
of the Free Church College, Halifux, saiid that the language of the Confession
of Fuith, (anent the civil magistrate,) has been misunderstood by nineteen-
twentieths of those who ohject to it.” It has always scemed to me that the
folluwing, which is the third section of the twenty-third chapter of the Cunfes-
sion, is talerably clear, and thoroughly Erastian.  “The civil magistrate may
not assume to himself the administration of the word or sacraments, or the
power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; yet he hath authority, and it is
his daty, to take order that unity aud peace e preserved in the church, that
the truth of God be kept pure and eatire, that all blasphemies and heresies,
be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses in worshipand discipline prevented
or reformed, and all the ordinances of God duly settled, administered and ob-
served.  For the better effecting whereof he hath power to call Synods, to be
present at them, and to provide that whatseever is transacted in them be
aceording to the mind of (xod.””  1f Professor King, or any one else, could give
a reasonable interpretation of this, to which a voluntary could subscribe, it
would facilitate considerably the business of Union. [ fear, however, there is
little probability of snch 2 consummartion without either, like the Ameiicans,
strikingg out the above quoted, and some other passages of the Confession, and



THE MAGAZINE—SHALL IT BE CONTINUED. 333

substituting for them, something of our own, or, like the United Presbyterians,
subscribing the Confession with exceptions. The idea of attempting to make
either ourselves, or other people, believe that we are of one mind on these
points, seems to me altogether extravagant and preposterous. I am, &e.
Puiros.

THE MAGAZINE—SHALL IT BE CONTINUED.

T the Editor of the Canadian U. P. ﬂ}agazinc.

Str,—I am sure many of your readers are ashamed and sorry at the an-
nuuncementin this month’s magazine, of the possibility of your editorial labours
and the existence of the periodical you have conducted from its commencement
closing with the year. Surely this of itself will be sufficient to make those in
arrears send forward what they owe, and even quicken them to procure some
new subscribers, as some small atonement for their negligence and niggardli-
ness. There may be a few, perhaps, who will affect to be indignant at being
agked, and refuse payment altogether, but, I should hope, for the credii of the
denomination, that such are few indeed. The great mass of the defaulters, I
should suppose, are persons making a profession of religion, and surely their’s
is a strange religion, if it does not include the payment of their just debts. I
cannot think but that rather than the magazine should go down, many of your
solvent {shall I say) subscribers will exert themselves to procure additional
readers, and not only readers, but, what is equally necessary, ravers. In
order to secure this, might it not be well for ;ou to try the ready money sys-
tem? It secms to suit newspapers well, and I cannot see why it should not
work well in the case of magazines.

Prosuming on the continuance of your periodical, might I suggest that you
would confer a favour, I doubt not on many, if you would allow, now and then,
a page or two of your space, for the statement and explanation of difficulties in
religious matters, the short exposition of texts which may have perplexed some
of your Bible-loving readers, &c.? You may indeed say that such have their
ministers or commentaries to refer to ; but even thuugh such were the case, al-
ways, which it is not, my impression is that the statement of such difficulties,
and their resolution by yourself or some one else, would be attended with very
great advantage. Many would feel increased interest in your monthly visit
if they knew that you were always ready to give them space for a becoming
and brief statement of what may have caused them perplexity, and others
might feel more anxious for its success, if they knew that through its pages,
they might at all times have an opportunity of counselling the perplexed, re-
solving the difficulties of enquirers, and confirming in the faith, those who
might be in danger of falling from their steadfastness. Especially doI think,
would this be'useful to Sabbath School Teachers, young people in Bible-classes,
and even children in Sabbath Schools; while our ministers also, and others
might find it a very convenient medium of intercourse, and of hoth receiving
and conferring very considerable benefit. I do not mean that there should be
lengthened discussions, but just something like ““ Notes and Queries,” applied
to religious and denominational subjects. Trasting that you will excuse the
frecdom I have taken, and wishing you every success in all your undertakings,

I am, yours, &,
Oclober 12th. A Reaner.

[The above, which is in a kindly spirit, reached us anonymously. We have
had a number of applications from friends urging the continuation of the
Magazine. 'We confess that we should regret its cessation, believing that that
would beinjurious to the Church. A decisive announcement will be made next
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moenth. Meanwhile we may say, in answer to our correspondent, that while
the more if ready money certainly the better, yet well informed persons assure
us that to make this an absolute condition would prove ruinous to our under-
taking. With regard to giving ‘“space for the statement and esplanation of
difficulties in religious matters,” nothing would give us greater pleasure than
to insert such articles, provided they were judicious and not fitted to awaken
controversy, nor otherwise disturb the peace of the Church. If the Magazine
is cuntinued, let our correspondent furnish a few such papers as he suggests,
and he will prubably have no reason to complain of the reception they meet
with. In compliance with advice, we enclose in this number the accvunt of
all who are indebted to the Magazine, and hope that this application will not
prove offensive to any. We have ourselves no pecuniary responsibility, and
think it hard that loss should be sustained by those who came under obliga-
tions on principles purely disinterested. If all arrears wore paid, there would
be a surplus of nearly £100, which no person has any desire to use privately.]

Wericws of Books.

Tae INp1aN Crists, VIEWED As A Carnn To PRAYER ; A DiscoursE BY
Rev. Jouxn Cartrys, A.M,, Berwick. 8vo., pp. 16. Oliphant & Sons,
Edinburgh, 1857.

This sermon was delivered by the author to the people of his charge, on
the first Lord’s Day after a “meeting of the ministers of the Gospel in
Berwick, had been held, which unanimously agreed to oceupy some part
of that day, in directing the minds of their respective congregations to the
present state of India, and in urging upon them theexercise of prayer and
supplication, in connection with the deeply mournful and agitating occur-
ences, of which that part of the empire is at present the theatre.” The
discourse was written, as we are informed in an advertisement, * without
any view to publication; but is now printed from a profound conviction
that the erisis of which it treats is one of the gravest, as it certainly is one
of the saddest passages in our national history, and that prayerat this time,
alike for Britain and for India, cannot be urged too loudly, and from too
many quarters at once.”

The text is Psalm 1. 15, ¢ Call upon me in the day of trouble I will de-
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” This is taken chiefly as a metto,
and as inviting to prayer.  And the plan is ¢ to shew, in connection with
the whole subject of these Indian occurrences, and the resulting dangers
and prospects, what reason there is for the employment of all the parts of
prayer.”  Accordingly it is remarked, first, that we ought to call upon
God in the way of adoration. We ought to adore him as the author of
British rule in India—as the author of our present trials and dangers—and
as the great author of deliverance. In illustrating these topics, care is
taken to guard aguinst the idea, that God is, in any sense, responsible for
the follies and the sins of men. Secondly we ought to call upon God in
the. way of confession or kumiliation. And the following points are spe-
cified. (1.) Qur gencral indifference to the temporal and social welfare
of Iudia ; (2.) Our neglect as @ Christian nation o evangelize India ;
and (3 ) what touches us not merely as British Christians, but as men, the
horrible atrocitics committed Ly the insurgents.  Thirdly, we ought to call
upon Gud in the way of thanksgiving. And lastly, we ought to call upon
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God in the way of petition or supplication. We give the illustration of
this last particular :—

“I would put first our duty of praying for the hundreds, every day swell-
ing to thousands, who have been so sadly bereaved by these calamities, and
who have had their hearts lacerated by the most appalling of all naratives of
outrage and murder, or of death, entailed by attempted flight under 2 burn-
ing sun, that God may comfort them and sanctify their trials, and make them
glad according to the days wherein He has afflicted them. We should pray
also fur the safety of those who are still surrounded by blood-thirsty enemies,
or in the heat and jeopardy of battle, that God would shield them and be their
safeguard. I think also that we could scarcely ever pray with a clearer con-
science for the success of any military operations than we can for the discom-
fiture of the rebel enterprise ; for whatever real injuries, amid so much that
is plainly imaginary, these men may have sustained, they have by universal
testimony received no such injury or indignity of any kind as to escuse the
violation of their allegiance and military oath; they dv not seem supported by
the more respectable class of their own countrymen ; and above all, they have
placed themselves utterly beyond the pale of sympathy by their unheard-of
barbarities to unoffending women and children. While, therefore, Christian
me might have scruples in praying for the success of a wareven of their own
country against & whole nation that rejected its government, I do not think
that this is a case in the least degree resembling such a conjuncture ; and in
mercy to that vast nation we must plead with God to save them from their
own countrymen, who would prove their worst tyrants and destroyers. We
may, however, pray that God wounld dispose the hearts of our soldiers, if vie-
torious, to such acts of “mercy, as may not hinder the course of justice, so as,
in restoring law and order, not to sully the Christian name, or aggravate our
future difficulties by acts of excessive retaliation. And above all, we should
pray, that if it should please God to avert the sore trial to our nation of losing
India, and of standing up before the world humbled and erippled in all its
resources, He would enable us rightly to improve so signala benefit, and
would of His own great mercy crown it, by leading us to wise and sound
measures for the future government of India, by diffusing amongst us a wider
and deeper interest in its prosperity, by awakening and sustaining a more
general anxiety for its conversion to Christianity amongst all Churches at
home, and by blessing more fully for this end the efforts of all faithful mis-
sionaries abroad. Meanwhile, as we pray for the soldiers of our country, we
should pray not less for those soldiers of the cross, who are now trembling
for the ark of God, grieving to see the life-Jong work of their hands interrupt-
ed, and uncertain whether their hopes and labours may not receive a complete
check, and the door of usefulness be shut against them for ever. Such should
be some of the topics of our prayers; and if we continue thus in prayer
with one accord, if one deep ery go up from the heart of our nation in this duy
of trouble, we may hope that God will deliver us, and cause us to glorify Him,
inasmuch as even this shall turn out to the advantage of India and the further-
ance of the gospel, and the present deluge of war and blood, like the retreat-
ing Nile, leave behind seeds of fertility, that shall spring up in days to come,
and yield an abundant harvest, a harvest proportioned to the violence of the
inundation, and the height to which it has risen, so as to vertify once more in
our national history the sublime words of the Psalmist, “The Lord sitteth
upon the flood; yen, the Lord sitteth King for ever. The Lord will give
strength unto Jlis people ; the Lord will bless His penple with peace.”

In the sermon there is nothing particularly brilliant nor striking, It is
marked, however, by the excellent sense and right feeling which charae-
terize every thing that comes from Mr. Cairns, and does great ereditto him
indeed, when viewed as a specimen of his ordinary ministrations.



336 MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE,

Essay oN THE Insecrs AND DISEASES INJURIOUS TO THE WHEAT
Crops; by H. Y. Hinp, Esq., M.A., Professor of Chemistry at Trinity
College, Toronto. 8vo., pp. 139. Toronto, 1857.

This is the Essay to which the first prize was awarded by the Burcan
of Agriculture and Statisties. It is a somewhat learned and claborate
treatise, and we have no doubt very well deserves the honour it has
received. It lies beyond our department ; but we feel an interestin it as a
portion of Provincial literature, and as aiming at a very important and
praiseworthy object. We beg to recommend it to our agricultural readers,
especially those who have some acquaintance with Natural History and
kindred branches. ‘

IWissionary dntelligence.

MINUTE OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS WITH REGARD TO THE MISSION
TO THE JEWS.

The Board of Missions have to inform the church, that the deed transferring the
missions and the missionary agents of “ The Scottish Society for the Conversion of
Isracl,” to the United Presbyterian Church, was formally signed on the 11th of
July; that the Board have from the 1st of July, assumed the pecuniary liabilities
conncted with the agents and the missivns, which will involve a yearly expenditure
of about £1,200; and that communications have, since the transfer, been received
fromn the missionaries, declaring thatin ench of the fields an increased outlay is qnite
necessary to insure greater success. The Board have, thjerefore, in the first place,
to request that ministers would intimate to their people the fact of this transfer,
and would take occasion, in their public ministrations, their missionary prayer-meet-
ings, and otherwise, to bring befove their congregations the special claims of this
new mission to the Jews. In the second place, they request that the members
of the church would, in accordance with the liberal and confiding spirit which promp-
ted the Synod to add a Jewish branch to their other missionary operations, increase
their missionary contributions to such an extent as will meet theincreased demand ;
for, as the income of the Society whose missions we have assumed was drawn chiefly
from collections made by deputations, aud which were thus, inso farasour church
was concerned, extra to other missionary donations, it is evident that our income
will fall short, should congregations satisfy themselves with allocating from the
usual missionary funds a portion to the Jews. An additional mission calls for ad-
ditional contributions. And, in the third place, they request that those Clristian
friends, belonging to our own or to other churches, who have been in the habit of
giving annual subscriptions and donations to the Society, will have the kindness to
continue their benefactions. The conversion of the Jews is an enterprise in which,
above every other, the loving spirit of the gospel has free room to operate. To
them all Christians ave indebted : and in labouring for their spiritual good, sectional
or denominational feelings can have no place. Our desire is, i0 carry on this mis-
sion in the most catholic spirit; and we trust, therefore, that the change of man-
agement will not abate the interest which the friends of Jesus in other churches
have taken in this cause. Rather do we hope, that the only result of the change
will be, enlarged funds, a wider agency, and more successful, because more exten-
sive, operations. ¥

MISSIONS OF “ THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR THE CONVERSION OF
ISRAEL.?
[The Missions of this Society having now been handed over to the U. P. Church,
which in fact always chiefly supported them, the following statement regarding
them will be interesting at present.]: —

* The Theological Students have heroically undertaken the Jewish Mission as
their scheme for the current year. .
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This Society had its origin in Glasgow. It was formed there on the 27th of Feb-
ruary, 1845, by a few friends, who were convinced ¢ that Christians in general are
not sufficiently alive to the condition and claims of the Jews; ” and it was called
¢¢ The Glasgow Christian Socicty on behalf of the Jews.” In September of that
year it was resolved to employ an agent to labour as a missionary among the Jews
in Glasgow, in Edinburgh, and in other parts of Scotland, and also to excite an in-
terest among Christians in their behalf; but, from the difficulty of obtaining a
properly qualified person, this resolution was not carvied into effect till near the
close of 1846. In June, 1847 the Society, after much deliberation on the subject of
a foreign mission, engaged Mr. Johannes Elvin, a Christian Hebrew, to labour
among the Jews iu Hamburg and Altons. This was their first foreign mission. As
the interest taken in the operations of the Society was on theincrease, it was agreed
at the third annual meeting, held in Glasgow in June, 1848, to change the name of
the Society, and to designate it ¢« The Scottish Society for the conversion of Israel.”
Shortly after this, it was arranged that the management of its affairs should be in
the hands of directors resident in Edinburgh and Glasgow—the Edinburgh section
to form a foreign, and the Glasgow section & home committee ; but, as this division
‘was found on trial to be inconvenient and unsuitable, it was decided, in 1850, to
place the foreign as well as the home affairs in the hands of the Glasgow directors.
In 1849 the Rev. Dr. Philip, who had formerly been employed as a missionary to
his Jewish brethren, and who was then attending the medical classes in Edinburgh,
was appointed as a home agent, with the view of procceding to a foreign station as
soon as his medical studies should be completed. After many inquiries, the direc-
tors selected Algiers, on the north coast of Africa, as their second foreign field ; and
on the 7th of August, 1850, Dr. Philip was, in Queen Street Hall, Edinburgh, pub-
licly and formally set apart to this mission—the Rev. Dr. John Brown offering the
designation prayer. Dr. Philip reached Algiers in October, and he had not been
there many months ere he had the great satisfaction of baptizing a young Jewish
convert. In the following year he got printed at Algiers, by the aid of a grant
from the London Tract Society, a number of Hebrew and Arabic tracts, which he
had written or translated; and the distribution of these furnished him with many
excellent opportunities for conversing with the Jews on the leading dectrines of the
Gospel. Onthe 15th of March, 1852, Mr. Benjamin Weiss,* who had been employed
during twelve months as a home agent, was ordained in West George Strect Chapel
Glasgow, as a missionary to Algiers,—the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, Professor Thompson,
and Dr. John Macfarlane, taking part in the services. Shortly after the arrival of
Mr. Weiss at Algiers, the Society, with the view of extending their operations in
Northern Africa, instructed Dr. Philip to visit Tunis and other places, in order to
ascertain their fitness as fields for missionary labour among the Jews, After full
consideration, it was resolved to occupy Alexandria in Egypt, the reason for choos-
ing that place being, that it is much requented by Jews on their way to Palestine,
and for business purposes; and accordingly Dr. Philip took up his abode in that
city on 17th December 1852. Having thus pointed out the origin of the three
foreign fields occupied by the Society—in none of which the Society had any pro-
perty in the form of buildings or otherwise—we shall now briefly state what has
been done at each of these places.

HAMBURG.

This town, situated on the river Elbe, in north-west Germany, contains 150,000
inhabitants, 15,000 of whom are Jews, careless, irreligious, and worldly. IHere Mr.
Johannes Elvin has laboured for ten years, and been instrumental in leading several
Israclites to acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth as the true Messiah, In a letter dated
3rd Aungust, he statys, that what the Lord has let him see as the fruit of his labours
has been cight souls, which were converted, six in Hamburgh, and two in Berlin;
but that the greatest part of the work will not be scen till the morning of the resur-
rection. For various periods during these ten years, Messrs. Friedlander, Salater,
and Windolff were successively employed by the Society as colporteurs in Hamburg,
and put into circulation a large number of tracts, several hundred copies of the Bible

* Author of a work on the Book of Psalms.



- 838 MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

in Hebrew, and in Hebrew and German, and of the Gospels and the Psalms. In
December, 1856, Mr, Isaac Salkinson, student of divinity, who had been occupied
for two years in the home service of the Society, wassent to Hamburg. The agency
there at present consists of Messrs., Elvin and Salkinson.

ALQIERS.

This town is the capital of the French colony in Northern Africa, The Rev. Dr.
Philip laboured here for nearly two years; andsince he left, in 1852, the work has
been carried on by the Rev. Benjamin Weiss. At first Mr. Weiss had numerous in-
quirers, six or seven of whom, after giving hopeful evidence of conversion, were
baptized. The apparent success of the work excited the violent hostility of the
Jews. The converts and the inquirers found it impossible to get employment in
Algiers, and were obliged reluctantly to leave the place. This bitter oppositionhas
had a discouraging effect upon others, as it makes them see that the embracing of
Christianity will cut thes. off from all intercourse with their Jewish brethyen, and
from the means of zupport. In addition to his labours amoung tie Jews, which are
prosecuted as opportunity offers, Mr. Weiss has, for a considerable period, held a
weekly meeting for preaching and prayer in the German language. He has recently
begun a similar meeting in French ; and he has visited the hospital and the ships in
the harbour, and circulated many thousands of tracts, and hundreds of copies of the
Holy Scriptures. 1fe has also visited Constautine, and other towns in Algeria.
Zluch labour has been bestowed and seed sown, which, it is hoped, has not been in
vain.

ALEXANDRIA IN EGYDPT.

Dr. Philip, as has heen stated, arrived in this great Oriental city inDecember, 1852,
It was thought that his medical knowledge would be of much advantage, in securing
the attention and in concilinting the favourable opinion of the Jews, and thus in
opening the way for the truths of the gospel. Thisanticipation has, to a considera-
ble extent, been realized. He has treated many hundreds of cases of disease, and
has had good opportunities for conversing with Jews, and turning their thoughts to
the doctrines of Christianity. He has visited them at their homes and at their places
of business, and he has carefully sown the seeds of saving truth, in reliance on the
promise, that it shall not return void. He has also distributed many copies of the
Scriptures and of religious tracts, and in all practicable ways sought to pro-
mote the work of the Lord. 1In January, 1854, Dr. Philip was joined by the Rev.
R. G. Brown, who entered with much zeal into the duties of the mission. But it
was not long ere it became requisite for the sake of his health, for him to go for
several months to the mountains of Lebanon ; and finding, on his return to Alexan-
dria, that the moist climate of that place did not suit his constitution, he was under
the necessity of returning in 1855 to thiscountry. Dr. Philip, who also visited this
((:l(;untry, for the benefit of his health, in 1855, is now the sole missionary in Alexan-
ia.

School operations in Alexandria.—There are two schools in which the missicnary
takes an interest, which, however, did not belong to the Society, and are under o
separate management. 1. A school for boys.—It was proposed that the Society
should open a school for boys; but, after much consideration, it was agreed rather
to allocate for this purpose a grant of £50 a year. Committees have been formed
m Edinburgh, Glasgow, and in Alexandria, with the view of conducting this school ;
and in 1855, Mr. John Hogg was appointed as the super = tendent, and has entered
on his duties with good prospects of success. And, 2. 4 school for girls.—An in-
terest having been awakened in the cause of Jewish female education by Dr. Philip,
when he was in this country in 1855, a Ladies’ Society was formed in Paisley. This
Society engaged and sent out Miss M. Pringle, who is now, with much cuergy and
zeal, teaching a school, which is attended by seventy scholars, the great majority
of whom are the daughters of Jews.

The sketch which we have thus given of the history and foreign operations of
the Scottish Socicty for the Conversion of Isracl, whose missions our Synod has now
formally assumed, will prepare our readers for appreciating the commuuications re-
specting these missions which, from time to time we may have to lay beforo them.
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It shows, that though these missiong are attended with speoial difficulties; and may
be snid to be still in an incipient state, yet that they have yiclded more than a dozen
converts. This is a result which, while it calls for thankfulness to God, should
stimulate to increased exertions, The agents are few in number; the operations
are conducted on a limited scale; and they have not in any of the fields,
been carried on for a lengthened period. A larger agency, with more nmple means
which we trust the church will put it in the power of the Mission Beard to supply,
will, there is reason to believe, produce more marked and extensive effects. This
sketch exhibits ulso the peculiar character of miasions to the Jews. Owing to the
wigratory habits of that people, it is scarcely possible to assemble them together,
and to form them into congregations and churches. The work therefore wears
necessarily a desultory aspect. The missionnry must, from the habits of the Jews,
be satistied if he cau get them in their own houses, in their places of business, in the
streets, or when they call upon bim, to listen to his instructions, te receive a copy
of the Scriptures, or to peruse a religious tract. He deals with iudividualy, rather
than with masses ; and this will continue to be the case till the gospel has had
greater success among the Jews than bas since the days of the apostles, marked its
progress. But there is one advantage of this wandering disposition. It provides
Jewish missionaries. For when, by the grace of God, the gospel takes effect, the
converts will convey the truth which they have received to other places, and in this
way act as the messengers of Jesus Christ to their unconverted brethren. Faith,
patience, and untiring zeal, are specially needed in the work of Jewish missions:
and its importance ealls for and consecrates the bighest efforts. It is God's own—
his ancient people, whose salvation we seek ; and, as was the case wi.h the divine
Preacher himself, even ¢ though Israel be not gathered” by our instrumentality,
yet if we do what we can, we shall be accepted of the Lord, and obtain from him
large blessing and rev:.rd.

PROPOSED MISSION TO THE JEWS IN ALEPPO, IN SYRIA.

The Rev, R.G. Brown, who, during the summer, visited, with the sanction of the
directors, Palestine and Syria, was instructed to make inquiries with regard to a
suitable field for missionary labour. Some time ago he gave in his report to the
Board of Missions, who, after full consideration, resolved to seud him out to Aleppo
in Syria, and to endeavour to establish a mission there. The reasons which have
induced the Board to fix upon Aleppo as a field of labour are the following :—1.
Aleppo has a population of 100,000, and furnishes from its situation on the highway
to the East, a good field for out-going opers*i .us. 2, It has six or seven thousand
Jews, with no missionary to instruct them. 8. These Jews spenk the Arabic, the
language which Mr. Brown has learned, and in which he can preach. 4. The cli-
mate is dry, and likely to answer his constitution. 5. This station has been recom-
mended to him by several of the American missionaries, who have laboured there
among the Armenians. 6. There is a small Protestant church, over which a medi-
eal missionary was expected to be placed, which would afford the benefit of Chris-
tian fellowship. 7. There is a British consul resident in Aleppo; & circumstance
which will secure the advantage of British protection, And, 8. the opening of a
migsion here may meet the desires felt by several members of the cburch, to com-
mence missionary operations in the Turkish empire. Mr. Brown has accepted the
appointment, and will leave this country for Aleppo in a few weeks. We invite for
bim and this proposed missidn, the sympatnies, the prayers, and the support of the
church. May the Lord, that was with Jacob when he traversed these regions on
his way to Padan-aram—the Angel of the covenant—deliver him from all evil, and
give him fuvour in the eyes of those, whose spiritual welfare and salvation he goes
to promote.

TRINIDAD.—Port OF SralN,
The fllowing extracts, from a letter of the Rev. George Brodie, dated 8th August
are encouraging :—
With the geaeral progress of our work I have no reason to feel greatly discouraged.
I might, I dare say, use more affirmative language. We have plenty to do, and are
not without & good measure of Lope in the doing of it. Quraudiences are generally
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good. The membership is creeping up towards 100, and an increaged liberality in
pecuniary matters, indicative, 1 would hope, of spiritual good, is being displayed.
In January I sent & draft on our treasurer for £50. Last month I sent another for
the same sum. I shall not require more this year. I sometimes presume to hope
that next year we may be self-sustaining. We had about six weeks ago, a special
collection at the church door for our general funds. I thought there might be £4
or £5. It amounted to upwards of £27.

We have an Evangelical Alliance here. Wo have a monthly prayer meeting of the
Wesleyan and Baptist congregations, and of our own, held in our places of worship
alternately ; and I am glad to say, that these mectings are exceedingly well attended
1t was Mrs. B.’s suggestion. The meetings have continued for nine months, with no
seeming abatement of interest. The ministers have always been exceedingly friendly
but the people are by these meetings, brought also into close communion with each
other.

T'he temporal prosperity of the island generally basbeen greatly advanced, though
few of our people have yet shared in it. An apparently valuable coal-field has just
been discovered, and if the gold fields up the Orinoco prove productive, we may see
very great changes here soon. Port of Spain would necessarily be the emporium for
the diggings.

The island is healthy. We have nothing of the yellow fever, which is preva-
lent elsewhere. Indeed this disease has only been once here as an epidemic since I
came to the West Indies, now more than seventeen years ago.

OLD CALABAR.—IKuNETU.

Extracts from a letter of the Rev. Hugh Goldie:—

T need not give you any details respecting the sickness and death of our brother,
as thexe will be reported to you by the brethren, who had more opportunity than I
of being Leside him as he passed through ¢ the dark valley” to ¢ Immanuel’s land”
I would, however, wish, as he passes away from amongst us, to bear my testimony
to his worth, and an intimate intcrcourse and co-operation in the work of the mis-
sion here for a good many years now, cnabled me to know him well, and to note his
character as it appeared, in the various duties he was called to discharge, and the
various circumstances in which he was placed. Of an ardent temperament, he par-
took of the failings and of the excellencies generally exhibited by those who are thus
constitutionally moulded. Where conscience demanded, everything was forgotten but
the principle to be asserted or the duty to be discharged. The rebellion of his youth
was subdued by the terrors of the Lord ; and, knowing them himself, he was led to
give a prominence to them in his preaching and in his private dealings with the
people. perhaps more than is given them in the Gospel methods of teaching. But
in this he certainly ¢ spoke from the heart” in oll faithfulness, and it could not be
snid of him, that he kept back anything from fear of man. In themission, from its
commencement, he has nct feared nor failed to ¢ endure hardness, as a good soldier
of Christ,” and has been of essential service to the cause, particularly in that de-
partment of duty for which none of the other brethren of the mission was qualified,
Permit me to udd, that 1 have known no man so susceptible of kindness, or more
ready, cven to his disadvantage, to confer a kindness. Another of us rests from his
labours. May we who remain be stirred up by our brother’s departure, the more
diligently to *“work while it is day: the night cometh.”

At last meeting of committee it was agreed to request the Mission Roard to take
measures for supplying Mr Edgerley’s place in the printing department as speedily
as possible. This ¢ arm of the service,” to use a military phrase, is of growing im-
portance, and, indeed, is indispensable in our circumstances, where, in a new lan-
guagea literature has to be formed. Mr. Edgerley was busy at work on the dic-
tionary when he took sick, but had got only sixteen pages thrown off.  As it would
require a considerable time to carry it through the press, when there was only one
to do everything, I was anxious that it should be pushed on without delay, as ¢ we
know not what a day might bring forth,” so that the fruit of our labours might be
secured to those who come after us. A stop has been put to the work for the pre-
sent, in & way on which I did not caleulate. It was my own departure I was
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thinking of, when our brother, apparently the strongest amongst us, was taken
away.

As wo are now in the commencement of the rains, the people will scon be leaving
their plantations for the scason, and coming into the town, The visits of death
have been somewhat more frequent of late among our principal people. While I
write I hear the sound of the revelry of a funeral—not the ikpo, the great fune-
ral making, but that which takes places immedintely oninterment. The decensed,
Etim Ime by name, was a stout healthy man, but was cut of suddenly last night—
a warning that we know not what a day may bring forth. I hear the people are
delayiug to bury him till they can secure o cow to bury along with him, or whose
blood they may pour into the grave. 'The superstition of the ancient mythologies
still remains, and the departed are supposed to feast on the blood presented to them
I suppose in the present instance, the cow is taken, as human victims are not now
permitted.  Inreference to these orgies, I may mention, thata week or two ago,
& woman of some consequence died, and though a twin mother, was buried with the
usual honors. As the twin mothers, in their hamlet below the mission house, were
engaging in their amusements on the occassion, Mrs. Goldie remarked to them how
unseemly suci play was on the death of their friend, when one of them replied that
she, the deceased, would be crying for having left them 2ll, and they were making
sport to cheer up her heart.

We have now been nearly a year in occupation of our new station, and have thus
seen it in its various phases throughout the twelvemonth. 1t is manifest that, as
the people are congregated in the town only for about four months in the year, we
must seek them in their plantations during the other months. When the rains are
over, and the people again dispersed, it will be better to hold a meeting here and
there among the farms on Sabbath, as any of the larger farms will give 2 better
meecting than the town during the dry season; and I hope, by the time it is neces-
sary to do so, we shall have more facilities for travelling amongst them than we
now possess. This will not be at all so satisfactory in many respects, as it would
be to obtain a large general meeting in the village, but, until the people learn, like
our Jamaica folks, to come in from their various plantations on Sabbath, to attend
divine service, some such plan must be acted on. The people are not indisposed
to hear, and it is aun cncouraging circumstance that, when in the village, all the
children attend school. We have not the minority, as at the other stations, but the
majority—those who do not connect themselves with the school being few indeed—
80 that in course of time we hope that the knowledge communicated will attain to
a superior influence over our little community.

DUKE TOWN.--Exrracrs FrRoM A LETTER oF ToHE REev. Z. DarLnie.

27th July, 1857.—1 am endeavouring to keep things going, much in the same
way as when Mr. Anderson left. I have three or four regular meetings in town
every Sabbath morning, besides a number of places where I drop in and speak a
word or two in the byegoing. In the afternon, at 8 p.m., we have the Sabbath
school, and at 4 the service in English. On the Monday evening I have a class for
candidates, and on the Wednesday evening the usual prayer-meeting. Since Mr.
Anderson left, we have only had the school once a-day.

I am still inclined to open a new station up the country some way. There are
two places that seem very suitable, viz., Ikorofiong and Guinea Company. I shall
not, however, be able to make any arrangements till Mr. Anderson returus.

You will no doubt ere this have heard of the death of Mr. Edgerley. About a
month before his death, he was seized with an affection in the head, very probably
brought on by over exertion in the printing-office. It began as a common cold,
but soon settled in the front of the head as a severe pain. This was subdued, and
he was able to walk about again. Before he had regained strength, however, he
was seized by 2 kind of low Dbilious fever, and being weakened by his previous
sickness, his constitution seems to have been unable to cope with this other attack.
Under it he gradeally sank, and on the evening of the 28th of May, died. I felt
his death very much. T had been a good deal beside him during his illness. It
was the first death of a European that 1 had witnessed in this foreignland. Icould
not, howe er, help feceling in some measure sustained and cheered, when T thought
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how different the circumstances were in which we were placed, from those of the
millions around us. To them, death must be a dismal and dreary thing indeed.
How different, however, to us, who know of Him who has gone through the dark
valley, and lighted up its gloom!

Although Mr. Kdgerley died in the evening about eight o’clock, still the funeral
had to take nince the next forenoon. Ie was buried at Creek Town ; and in going
down.from his house at Duke Town, a long train of weeping domestics and natives
(chiefly women) followed us to the beach. The coffin was put in one boat, which
was towed by another. T'he mourners, and those who attended the funeral, followed
in other boats behind. 1t was a saddening sight to sec this little procession quictly
wending its way up the river, with the deep (almost impenetrable) forest on each
side, and bearing to it3last resting place the remains of one of the first who brought
the gospel to this daik land,—Mr. Edgerley having come with Mr. Waddell on the
arrival of the mission here.

When the funeral arrived at Creek Town, the coffin was conveyed to the church,
where services appropriate to the occasion were engaged in, a part being taken in
them by all the missionaries. The body was then taken to its last lowly resting-
place, beside the remains of the late lnmented Mr. Jameson and Mr. Sutherland.
When the hollow sound from the open grave struck the ear, as dust was being re-
turned to dust, it was pleasing to look beyond the grave, and beyond the tomb, to
that bright and happy company around the throne, who have been redeemed out of
every nation, and kiudred, and people, and tongue, and of which company those
whose remains lie in that little burying-ground doubtless now form a part.

You must not think, from what has happened, that I am disheartened. On the
contrary, I feel more and more anxious to do something tolead the benighted people
around me to that Sun which can ¢ guide them all their journey through,” and at
last can lighten up their way through the dark valley—more anxious to say to the
many millions here who are dead—dead to everything connected with God, with
judgment, with eternity—to say to them, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
¢«¢ Arise and walk ”’—walk in newness of life. ¢ Awake, thou that sleepest; arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.”

I have lately been troubled with a little fever and ague, but am now getting
strong again. I had a very providential escape last Sabbath evening. Last Sab-
bath evening I was lying sick in bed, when it began to rain heavily. A little ap-
parently distant thunder was heard, when in 2 moment the room was filled with a
blaze of light. A crash like that of a cannen was heard; smash went a number of
panes n three of the windows; a number of medicine hottles were knocked over
and broken; the flag-staff Lefore the window was shattered to splinters; a number
of trees close beside the house were scorched; and yet, in the midst of it all, 1lay
unharmed, protected by a Father’s hand. The words, ¢ Be ye also ready,” were
vividly recalled to my recollection. IHere, almost before I could have seen the
lightning, I might bave been hurried into eternity. ,

The splintered flag-staff and the shattered windows T have taken ag a kind of
text, from which to make remarks to the natives visiting me, about the necessity of
being prepared for the great change, seeing what powerful instruments God has in
his hand, and they know not how soon he may send forth the summons to them,
¢ Cut them down.”

Zeclesiastical otices,

LETTER FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT IN SCOTLAND.
Glasgow, Sept. 30, 1857.
My Deak Sir,—Since I wrote you last, we have been put much on the qui
vive by the arrival of Dr. Livingstone, the African traveller and missionary,
and by the meetings which have been held to do him hounor. At ameeting in
the City Hall, and presided over by the Lord Provest, and attended by our
most influential citizens, the freedvm of Glasgow was conferred on the distin-
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guished visitor, and at another meeting in the same place, the sum of £2080
stg. was presented to him in token of the admiration cherished by the men of
Glasgow of his indomitable courage and perseverance, and their gratitude to
him for opening up what are likely to prove wide fields of profitable commerecial
enterprise. The day after the more public exhibitions, Dr. Livingstone met
with the United Presbyterian Presbytery of Glasgow in Greyfriars church, when
an address was presented to him which had been previously agreed to by the
Presbytery. The address was prepared by Dr. Robertson, of Shamrock St.,
and was marked by even more than its author’s ordinary judiciousness, af-
fection, and good taste. Dr. Livingstone’s reply, bearing as it did more on
missionary labour in Central and Southern Africa, than on commerce, was

erhaps more interesting to Christiazs than his statements at the other meet-
ings to which I have referred. e is altogether a very remarkable man, quiet
and self-possessed, and well informed, with a fund of good sense, o dash of
humour, and an air of truthfulness, that effectually scatters all suspicions of
the ordinary long bow shooting of travellers.

The Divinity IIall of the U. P. church was closed on Friday last, by an ad-
mirable lecture given by Dr, Eadie, not gua Professor of Biblical Literature,
but gua moderator of the Synod. With much beauty and power, he pvinted
out the neccessity of sincere and earnest piety, of accurate scholarship, and of
diligent and continuous study of the Bible, in order to an efficient ministry.
It was refreshing to observe the masterly way in which the objections against
the plenary inspiration of the Secriptures were grappled with, and to hear a
distinct and hearty expression given of adherence to the doctrines of evangeli-
cal religion by one who knows, and can appreciate, and sympathize with, all
that is good, and beautiful, and true in the writings of the upholders of a Ra-
tionalistic or Negative Theology.

The Divinity Hall was this year attended by 194 students, and it is a fact
worth naticing that this isa larger numher than were in attendance on the three
Scotch Theological Institutions of the Free Church. One reason for our larger
number is, I doubt not, to be found in the superior position of our probationers
who, after receiving license, are distributed impartially among the vacant con-
gregations of the church, and have thus a fair opportunity given them of ex-
ercising their gifts. Till our friends of the Free Church adopt a similar plag,
they may rest assured that all schemes of scholarships, bursaries, &c., will
prove but partially effective in securing the services of able and generous
young men. Our system of theological training is not perhaps what it ought
to be, and it is not what I hope to see it, bus the conviction is deepeningin the
minds of the more enlightened and candid, both in the Free and Established
Churches of Scotland, that they must take a leaf or two out of our hook if they
are to go forward, or even to keep their ground. The complaint is becoming
more general and urgent that their systems fuil egregiously in producing a
regular supply of effective preachers. If they are not taught to preach and
practised in the art of preaching, how canit be otherwise ?

The Queen, by the advice of her wise counsellors, has appointed a National
Fast, to be observed on the 7th of October, on account of the lamentable state
of things in India. That there is much cause for humiliation cannot be denied
and this fact will excite in the minds of the unthinking strong feelings against
those who are conscientiously opposed to the observance of Fasts appointed by
civil authority. I thought we had got this difficulty removed, and that in a
very simple way, viz., by the use on the part of the Ceown officials of the ¢ lan-
guage of exhortation, not of command,” or by restricting the injunctions to
those in the pay of the State. The latter was the case in the proclamation of
September 30th, 1855, and the former in that of April, 1856. Now, however,
we have the strongest and most offensive language. There are many among
us who would not hesitate for a moment to comply with a request from our
Queen, as a professing Christian, that we should pray with her, but who think
our principles as voluntaries would be sadly compromised, if we observed a
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day of humilintion because the Queen has said,  we do strictly charge and
command, that the said day be reverently, and devoutly observed by all our
loving subjects in Scotland as they tender the favour of Almighty God.” Itis
all very well to say that fasting in the circuinstances is a proper thing, and
dissenters ought to take advantage of a day when people are not generally em-
ployed in their worldly avocations, and employ it in religious services. What
we ask, is the moral impression of such conduct? Is it not fitted to weaken
the foree of our protest against state interference in the things of religion, and
to lead multitudes to say that whatever our professions, our fear of God is
taught by the precepts of men. I am, Dear Sir,
Yours, &e.
MINUTES OF THE JOINT-COMMITTEE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN, AND
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES, ON UNION.

[The fullowing has been sent us by the Clerk of the Committee, and we beg
the serious attention of our readers to the document.]

Within Knox’s Church, Toronto, this twenticth day of Qctober, 1857, the
Joint Committees of the United Presbyterian Church and of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, on union met. Present: On the part of the United Pres-
vyterian Church—Drs. W. Taylor, J. Jennings, Messrs. James Gibson, Alex..
Kennedy, J. J. A. Proudfoot; and R. Christie, Eider. On the part of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada—Dr. Willis, Messrs. R. Ure and J. Laing;
W. Heron and Arch. Young, Elders. Mr. Proudfoot was appointed Chairman,
and Mr. Laing, Clerk. The Meeting was constituted by prayer. Thereafter
the Committees adjourned, to meet in the same place at 9 o’clock to-morrow
morning. The meeting was closed with the benediction.

Within Knox’s Church, this twenty-first day of October, 1857, the
Committees met according to adjournment. Present: On the part of the
United Presbyterian Church—Drs. W. Taylor, J. Jennings; Messrs. Proud-

o ot James Skinner, Gibson, Kennedy ; R. Christie, J/der. On the part of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada—Dr. Willis ; Messrs. Ure, J. Ross, Laing;
W. Heron and Arch. Young, Elders. The Meeting was constituted by prayer.
The Minutes of the respective Synods, re-appointing the Commiitees, having
been read, after some preliminary discussion it was agreed to consider the
opinions of the persons present on the three following puints :—

1.—State Endowments of Religion.

2.—The usc of the Bible in the Common Schools.

3.—The appointment of days of Public Humiliation and Thanksgiving,
by Civil authority.

A lengthened discussion having taken place, several resolutions were laid
upon the table, and the Committees adjourned to meet again at half past six
o’clock in the evening. The meeting was closed with the benzdiction.

Fodem die- Ialf past six o’clock, p.m. The Committees met according to
adjournment.—Present, on the part of the United Presbyterian Church, Drs.
W. Taylor and Jennings, Messrs. Gibson, Kennedy, Skinner; on the part of
the Preshyterian Church of Canada, Dr. Willis, Messrs. Ure, Ross, Laing ; and
Heron and Young, Elders. Mr. Ure was ..ppointed Chairman in the absence
of Mr. Proudfoot, The meeting was constituted by prayer.

Consideration of the matter which had been before the Committees at the
previous sederunt was resumed. The resoiutions on the table having been
withdrawn, the fullowing motion was sulimitted and agreed to,—On the ues-
tion of Siate Jndowments of Religion ; the Committeesagree to report to their
respective Synods in the following terms.

1. That the brethren of the Preshyterian Church & Canada hold that there
are circumstances in which the State may Iawfully offer endowments, and the
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Church may lawfully aceept of them. And that the brethren of the United
Presbyterian Church maintain that the acceptance of endowments is in all
eases inconsistent with the spiritnal independence of the Chureh, and the
allegiance which she owes to Christ, her head.

2. That no specific declaration of opinion on the above question, or its
bearing, is demanded, as a_ term of communion in either of these
Churches.

3. They therefore recommend that in the event of the Churches being united,
the same practice in reference to this question should still be followed in the
united body, that is new followed in the two branches in their separate state,
and that the same forbearance should therefore continue to be exercised.

The second point, viz., The use of the Bible in the Common Schools was
then considered, and after mature deliberation, the following resolution was
agreed to.—On this point the Committees are unanimous in the opinion that
it is highly important that the Bible should be used in the Common Schools of
the couniry, and that the church should constantly aim at this object. And
for the accomplishment of this end, that it is the duty of civil rulers to afford
every facility for the Use of the Bible in the Common Schools, and while
abstaining from the enforcement of the use of it on any who may be oppoused
thereto, to provide that no obstacle shall be thrown in the way of those who
may desire to use it. The third point, viz., The appointment of days of
Public Humiliation and Thanksgiving by civil authority was next considered.
After mature deliberation, the following resolution was unanimously agreed
t0 :—On this subject the Committee hold that there are times in which days
of National Humiliation or Thanksgiving ought to be observed, and that in
such cases in order to secure a gencral concurrence throughout the nation,
theCivil Magistrate may with propriety nominate the day and recommend the
observance of it by all under his rule, at the same time that he hasno right to
prescribe the religious exercises to be observed.—It was agreed that the Clerk
shall transmit a copy of this minute to the U. P Magazine and Lcclesiastical
and Missionary Record for publication.—The Committee then adjourned to
hold its next meeting in Knox’s Church, Toronto, at the close of the session
of the Theological Institutions, about the middle of April. The day to be
fixed by tho Conveners.—The meeting was closed with the benediction.

(Signed) W. Tavior, D.D., Convener,
Rovert Ung, Convencer.

THE U. P. PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

The regular Quarterly meeting of the Presbytery was held in the Rev. Mr. Proud-
foot’s church, London, on Wednesday the 7th of October, at 11 o’clock, A.M,, Rev.
Wm. Cavan, Moderator.

Mr. Towers appeared as commissioner from the congregation of Woodstock, and
preseated a petition to moderate ina call there, on an early day. The I'resbytery
being satisficd with the information on certain points given by the commissioner,
cordially granted the prayer of the petition, and appointed the Rev. Wm. Inglis to
preside at.the moderation, on Wednesday, the 28th Oct. & petition from certain
partics in Howick, to be erected: into two congregations was granted; it being un-
derstood that in the mean time, they act along with the congregations of Grey and
Turnberry in the support of Gospel ordinances. The Rev. Mr. Bawr reported his
proceedings in moderating in a call in Grey and Turnberry, and luid on the Presby-
tery’s table, with the usual documents, = unanimous call from these congregations,
addvessed to the Rev. Wm. C. Young, Newcastle and Newton. After remarks the
moderater’s conduct was approved of, the cail sustained, and Mr. Barr appointed
commissioner from the Presbytery to prosccute the call before the Presbytery of
Durham. A petition for » moderation from the congregation in Windsor, was
granted, and the Rev. Mr. Hogg, Detroit, appointed to preside. A petition from
35 persons in full communion with the U. T, Church, and residing in the neighbor-
hood of Fish Creck, praying to be erected into a congregation, under the inspection
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of the Presbytery, was favourably entertained and its prayer granted. 'The Rev.
Mr. Cavan, St. Mary’s, was appointed to dispense the Lord’s supper in West Nis-
souri, and to preside in the election of elders. Mr. William Fleteher, student of the
8rd year, delivered a sermon and a lecture, and was examined in Greek. After
remarks, the various exercises were sustained, and Mr. Fletcher encouraged to
pursue his studies. The Rev. Wm. Inglis reported his proceedings in dispensing
the Lord’s supper to the congregation in Kincardine, and in presiding at the clec-
tion of four elders. The Rev. Mr. Logie was appointed to preach in Kincardine on
the 25th Oct., and to ordain those elders who may have signified their acceptance of
the office. The Rev. Mr. Logie shortly after reported his proceedings in Wisconsin.
The Presbytery cordially thanked Mr. L. for the zeal and diligence he had displayed
and earnestly requested him to furaish & more extended statement for insértion in
the Magazine. After disposing of some other matters of no public interest, the
Presbytery adjourned to meet in Chatham on the 18th inst. The next ordinary
meeting to be held as usual in London, on the first Wednesday of January, 1858.

OWEN SOUND—OPENING OF NEW CHURCH, AND AKNIVERSARY OF REV. JAMES CIBSOX’S
INDUCTION.

The United Presbyterian Church of Owen Sound met in their new place of worship
on Sabbath the 27th September, when the opening services were conducted by the
Rev. William Ormiston, Hamilton, and Rev. Jas. Gibson, minister of the congregation.
The former preached in the forenoon from Zechariah vi., 12, 13, ¢ Behold the man
whose name is the Branch, and he shall grow up outof his place, and he shall build
the temple of the Lord, even he shall build the temple of the Lord.” And in the
afternoon from 2 Corinth. v., 19. And the latter preached in the evening from 1
Timothy iii., 15, ¢ The Church of the living God.”

The house, which will accommodate about 400, was filled at the two first cervices,
and there was a large attendance also at the third. The collections in aid of the
building fund amounted to over $80.

The building itself is a plastered one, to shew, when finished, like stone, and
though plain in its appearince, it is at the same time substantial in its construe-
tion, and comfortable in its arrangements. The important matter of ventilation
has not been overlooked, and the design of the pulpit especially, is considered very
neat and chaste.

A double interest was imparted to the occasion, by its being the first anniversary
of the scttlement of the first minister of the congregation, the Rev. James Gibson;
and in cclebration of both events, a service was held on the Monday evening.

The house was again filled in every part; the staif of speakers was at once large
aud eflicient, embracing, besides Rev. Messrs. Ormiston, IHamilton, and Dewar,
Lake Shore, all the ministers in Town, with one exception, and several other gen-
tlemen. The most cordial Christian fecling pervaded alike the platform and the
pews; the addresses blended rational entertainment with the communication of
useful knowledge, and the excitement of religious feelings. Several pieces of sacred
music filled up the intervals of the addresses; the evening passed rapidly away, and
at half past ten the meeting separated highly gratified, apparently, by the entire
proceedings.

The corporeal entertainment was quite worthy of the mental, and reflected great
credit on the ladies of the congregation, who spontancously undertook to provide it,
and who, assisted by an able and active bady of stewards, accomplished most suc-
cessfully their self-imposed task. The free proceeds of the soiree with meney
contributions raised by the ladies, amounted to above $150, and have been devoted
to the fitting up of the pulpit, the furnishing of lamps, and other objects calculated
to imprave the appearance and increase the comfort of the building.

Mr. Ormiston’s visit te thiz place was quite a treat, and fully sustained the
expectations that were entertained of him, and the reputation that he has cstab-
lished in other parts of the Province.

That the young people might also participate in the pleasures of the occasion, a
soirce of the children attending the Sabbath School was hield or Tuesday afternoon,
and suitable addresses were delivered to them by several of the Rev. gentlemen who
had spoken on the previous evening,—>Mr. Orniston, who had been detrined by
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stress of weather, being of the number. His disnppointment was a high gratifiea-
tion to them, and their merry countenances, and hearty plaudits, clearly shewed
that the last day of the feast, was not, in their eyes, the worst.

In concluding this notice, & word may be added respecting the state aud prospects
of the U. P. Congregation here. The one is very satistactory, and the other highly
promising. The best idea of the progress it has made during the single year thatit
has enjoyed a settled ministry, may be obtained from the following sentences taken
from the opening speech of the Chairman at the Soiree :—

«QOur first place of meeting, commodious enough at first, soon became too strait
for us. After many an eager longing look, and not a few bitter disappointments,
we made our escape from it, and took up our abode in another of double the capa-
city. There we had room for a time, but not g great deal to spare, while a consider-
able time before leaving it we felt that it was too crowded aud too clese to be cither
commodious or comfortable. And now here we are ina church of our own, of more
than twice the area of the hall that we have just left; yet we had not too much room
yesterday, nor have we to-night. But, metbinks I hear some one say, you will
have by and bye. Iknow it. It would shew a gross miscaleulation if we had not
—that we had made no allowance for the increasing wants of our growing town,
and the progressive tendencies of our growing congregation.”—~Communiguted.

U. P. PRESBYTERY OF GREY.

Ociober 14.—The Presbytery met this day in Brant, to ordain Mr. Robt. C. Moffat.
The Rev. Walter Inglis preached a racy and impressive sermon, from Phil. I. 5.
The Rev. James Gibson, who presided on the occasion, put the Questions of the
Formuia, and offered up a very solemn prayer, in the course of which Mr. Moffat
was s2t apart to the office of the holy Ministry by the laying on of the hands of the
Presbytery.  Mr. Gibson then delivered to the newly-ordained pastor a neat, com-
prehensive and effective address.  The Rev. Robert Dewar made a few practical but
forcible remarks to the peop'e, on the duties and obligations binding upon them from
the regular ministration of the Werd, and urged upon them a liberal support of
Gospel ordinances. ‘There wasalarge assembly of people congregated on the solemn
occasion, and all seemed deeply interested in the varied services, and separated with
pleasing feelings and delightful anticipations.—Communicated.

U. T. PRESBYTERY OF FLAMBORO’.

The Presbytery met at Hamilton on the 15th of October, the Rev. Mr. Ormiston,
Moderator. After due examination, the Presbytery agreed to certify to the Divinity
Hall Mr. John Cameron, as & student of the first year. Mr. Cameron belongs to the
Hamilton Congregation.

The Flamboro West Congregation, under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Thomas
Christic, petitioned the Presbytery to organize the pavrt of it which worships in
Dundasinto a separate Congrezation, and thus permit their revered pastor to devote
the whole of his time and services to the Congregation at Flamboro' West. The
Presbytery heard the parties more immediately concerned in the contempiated
change, and found not ouly that all wished it, but also thatif it were sauctioned, the
Flambore’ West Congregation would continue Mr. Christie’s present stiperd at least.
Aczordingly the Presbytery granted the prayer of the petition, and erccted the Dundas
portion of the Fiamboro’ West Congregation into a distinct and separate body, to be
called the Duudas United Presbyterian Congregation; and, further, appointed the
Rev. William Qrmiston to preach in Dundas on the fourth Sabbath of this current
month, and announce this decision to the Congregation.

The Rev. Joscph Young, late of Haddington, Scotland, being present, agreed, at
the request of the Presbytery, to dispense the Lord's Supper to the Dundas congre-
gation on the first Sabbat' of November. .

It was also unanimously resolveld that the Session Books of the Congregations
under their superintendence be annually submitted to Presbytery for examination.
The first examination is appointed to be made at the regular meeting in October,
1858.—Communicated.
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GREY AND TURNBERRY.

We understand that the call of the
U. I, Congregations in these places has
been declined by the Rev. W. C. Young,
of Newton and Newecastle.

PREACIHER LICENSED.

Mr. F. Tisdell has been licensed as a
Probationer, by the U. . Presbytery of
Durham, Mr. T\ has an engagement in
Upper Canada College, but will be at
liberty in about a month.

SUPPLY FROM SCOTLAND.

M. Robert Hamilton. Probationer,
sent out by the Mission Board in Scot-
land, has arrived in Canada, and entered
on his labours.

LOWDEN FUXD.

We have received the sum of £2 10s.
Sterling, as & collection from the U. P.
Congregation of Sundwich, Orkney, in
behalf of Mrs. Lowden and family. Mrs.
L. is a native of Orkney.

T. P. DIVINITY HALL.

The Annual Session of the Hall was
opened in Gould-street Church on the
evening of Tuesday, the 20th of October,
the Rev. J. Porteous, Moderator of Sy-
nod, in the chair. There weré present,
of the Committee on Theological Educa-
tion, besides the Moderator, Rev’ds Dr.
Ferrier, Mr. Dick, Mr. Kennedy, Mr.
Qrmiston, Mr. Duff, and Dr. Taylor.
Several other Ministers also were pre-
sent. After singing, aund reading the
Seriptures, prayer was offered up by Dr.
Ferrier. An address was given from the
Chair. Dr. Taylor read his Introductory
Lecture, and  Mr. Ormiston gave an
address.  The Rev. Mr. Skinner, of
English Scttlement, London, engaged
in prayer, and the meeting was closed
with singing and the benediction.

The number of students is fourteen.
It was stated to the Committee that two
boxes of books for the Theological
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Library had been sent out from Scot-
land, a donation from the Rev. 8.
McMillan, Aberdeen ; that the Congre-
gation of Hamilton had voted £10 for
the Library; and that two of the stu-
dents—D>Messrs. M¢William and Stewart—
had raised for it, by collections, the
sum of £13 18s. 2}d.,—viz.: Mr. Me-
William, from Mount Pleasant, £1 1.s.
63d., and from Paris £5 14e.; and
Mr. Stewart, from Caledonia (three sta-
tions), £3 8s. 10d., and from Ancaster
(three stations) £3 2s. 11d.; from
which there falls to be deducted for
expenses £1 10s., leaving £12 5s. 23d.
The Committee was delighted also to
learn that an BElder in the Congregation
of Dunbarton has resolved to give annu-
ally an Exhibition to a student, to be
selected by the Committee.

1t was agreed that the best thanks of
the Committee should be returned to all
these benefactors, whose generosity, it
is hopad, will provoke many others to
similar good offices.

SEMINARY OF PRESBYTERIAN CHUXCH,
NOVA SCOTIA.

In consequence of the illness of Prof.
Ross, the Philosophical classes of the
Synod’s Seminary were closed a few
weeks before the usual time. We feel
it due to the Church to allay anxiety on
the subject, by stating, that Mr. Ross
has in a great measure recovered, and
that there is every prospect of Lis being
able to resume his daties when the
Seminary classes again open. The Hall
was opened on the 3rd September, by a
lecture from Prof. Smith. The subject
of his lecture was Isaiah lii. 13 to 19,
lili. 1 to 12. The lecture contained an
exposition of the closing verses of the
52nd chapter, and a defence of the
Evangelical view of the 538rd agaiust the
Rationalistic view. We regret to say
that the number of students of theology
is this year very small, there being ouly
five in attendance.—Miss. Reg. for Oct.

Gleanings.

CENTRAL AFRICA.—ITS PRODUCTIONS AXD CAPABILITES.

On Wednesday morning, 9th Sept., Dr. Livingston, the African traveller, met the
members of the Chamber of Commerce, Commercial Association, and Cotton Supply
Association, at the Town-hall, Mauchester, and had a most warm and hearty re-

ception.

There were & number of ladies preseat.  Sir James Wattd, Mayor of Man-
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chester, presided, and on the platform were Mr. Cheetham, M.D., and several in-
fluential gentlemen of the town. An address having been presented, Dr. Living-
ston, in reply, returncd his warmest thanks for the welcome offered him, and said
the approbation of the merchants of Manchester afforded a powerful stimulus to
the further prosecuntion of his efforts. He agreed with them cordially that the
Africans ought to bo encouraged to cultivate the raw materials of English mauu-
factures ; aud he was so fully convinced of the clevating tendency of lawful com-
merce, together with the probable influence which the course specified promised to
have on the slave trade aud slavery, that he proposed to devote the next few years
of his life to special cfforts in that direction. With reference to the capacity of
Africa to produce raw materials used in manufactures, he gave many interesting
details.  With respect to oils he said he brought home about twenty-five or twenty-
six different kinds of fruit, some of which were valuable as yielding oil; and, in
the central part of the conntry, called Lunda, where the seeds were abundant, the
floshly part was eatable, and the oil was dsed by the natives for ancinting their
bodies. Among so great a variety, doubtless some must be good for foed, though,
perhaps, from having been usually pretty hungry, he could not be supposed to be
a very good judge. Nearer to the coast, eastwards, the people cultivated large
quantities of cucumbers, and their best salad oil was made from the seeds of cu-
cumbers. Throughout the whole eonntry the ground-nut was cultivated in large
quantities—used as food and for oil; and they had also castor oil throughout the
country, their only use for it beiug to anoint their heads and bodies, though it was
not a very agreeable unguent. In reference to cotton, Dr. Livingston said that very
large quantitics of it were cultivated by the natives, and one small district, between
the rivers Conza and Loands, produced 1,300 cloths annually, of cotton grown by
the natives, spun by the women, and woven by the men. With respect to wheat
he stated that it had never been tried in the central country. The Portuguese
came to Angola to make a littie money, and go back to Portugal, and they devoted
themselves entirely to the trade in ivory and bees-wax. That country produced
beautiful wheat, and he saw it growing on the high lands with cars the length of
his hand. The high land produced it without irrigation and it might be grown
there to almost any extent. It was quite remarkable that the Portuguese did not
cultivate it, becanse they paid the Americans handsomely for all the flotir and bis-
cuits they consumed; and he found they had Irish butter from Cork. The east
side of the country also produced wheat. The Portuguese had been in the habit of
cultivating the wheat on that side of the country; all that it required was that g
slave woman with a little hoe should make a hole in the ground, drop a few seeds
in, and push back the soil with her foet. In four months there was a crop of beau-
tiful wheat. This simple operation answered all the purposes of our subsoiling,
ploughing, draining, liming, and manuring. The higher they went up the better
the wheat was., At Zumbo the grain was twice the size it was at Tete, where it
was rather small.—In answer to a series of questions Dr. Livingston also gave an
interesting account of various products of the country, and, in conclusion expressed
a strong hope that the Government would afford the same aid in explorving the Zam-
besi as they had to the Niger expeditions. The object was of national importance,
and it was hardly reasonable that all should be left to private exertion, or private
mercantile eapital, to develop a country in which much would have to be done be-
fore commercial operations could be fairly entered upon.—Mr. J. A. Turner, M.P.,
proposed a resolution on behalf ofthe commercial community, thanking Dr. Living-
ston for his visit, and for the interesting details into which he had entered, and ex-
pressing a hope that Government would place at his disposal further means for ex-
ploring the country.—The motion was seconded by Mr. G. Hadfield, M.P., and
carried with applause. A vote of thanks te the chairman concluded the proceed-
ings.—Christian Times.

THE BERLIN CONFERENCE.

The Evangelical Conference at Berlin, so long anticipated, has not only taken
place, but probably surpassed the expectation of the most sanguine of its promo-
tors. The Kirchentag, the Union, the Chapter, the Conference, the Synod, will be
all the beiter for being a while associated with a wider and more varied circle of
brethren than bad been assembled for consultation since the Reformation. For al-
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though there has often been great diversity of representation in these companies o1
Iate years, never had there occurred so great a diversity of rank and nationality.
That the Kixg and Court of Berlin should have so freely committed themselves to
an avowal of sympathy with Christians not Lutheran, and should have adopted
without hesitation, and even in spite of weizhty rnd persevering remonstrances,
the doctrine of Christian liberty in the fuce of Europe, is a great event, however
diligently those of the contrary part may labour to undervalue it. It is no trifling
thing that men from all the great sections of Evangelical Christendom should have
met together under the favouring eye of the leading Protestant Sovereign in Con-
tinental Burope, and that the matrimonial aliiance of the Royal families of Great
Britian and Prussia should be accompanied by a demonstration of moral union be-
tween the representatives of MarTiN Lursier and Turoymas CRANMER, joined by the
spiritual childven of Joux Kyox and Joun Carnvix. However the less tolerant or
the more timid may have stood aloof from this first neasional demoustration of I'ro-
testant unity, it is not possible for any man of common discernment to close his
oyes to its reality. IFor the great purposes of Evangelical catholicity tkis measure
may be accounted as tentative—more boldly tentative, indeed, than any which had
preceded—but unless the shadow should fall back on the dial of ages, in sign that
the life of intolerance must be prolonged, this measure is but one of a steadily ad-
vancing series, a series urged onwards by the providence of Gov and the good wiil
of humanity itself. And while we admire the graceful address of Sir CriniNg
Earprey to the King of Prussria, at the reception at Potsdam, we do not hesitate
to express a lively hope that other Soverigns will render their countenance to this
movement after Protestant unity, perceiving that until 1t shall have been consum-
mated, the political benefits promised at the Reformation, and partially realised by
a part of Burope, cannot be effectually secured to themselves and to their children.

The politico-religious fruits of the good seed now sown by England and Germany
will be gathered in good time, and meanwhile another work proceeds under fresh
impulse. T'his work is the spread of pure Christianity in nominally Christian
countries. The Emperor of Russia is remiunded of his duty as regards the circula-
tion of the Word of Gob in the language of his people, and although he did not—
perhaps, could not—personally receive the deputation, he took the wiser course of
allowing himsclf space for advice and reflection. Henceforth, our socicties will be
able to give attention more intelligently to the state of such countries as Sweden,
where previous efforts have been blessed so far as to lead the Legislature some
way towards an act of spiritual emancipation. The King of liaxover, too,
will hear what good men expect of him, and having once undertaken to effect the
relief of his persecuted subjects, these men are not likely to desist. The obscure
affairs of Schleswig-Holstein will be brought into daylight, and however the Ger-
mano-Danish contraversy may be settled, the stagnant Unitaranism of the Duchies
cannot but be disturbed. ¥ven French Protestuntism, no longer slumbering as
aforetime, may try to get the Imperial shackles eased a little, if not suddenly.
struck off. And the wrangling Christinns of Italy, witnessivrg the benefit of
brotherly kindness in the west and north of Euvope, may be disposed to take the
good counse!l of their friends, and endeavour to be at peace. liven Spain may
catch & profitable suggestion, and if some of her sons will condescend to enter into
the common family of Reformed Christians they may learn how to attain that for
which they so ardently long, the regencration of their own country. At any rate,
Spain has been represented for the first time in history in & community of rotest-
antism, for although the one Spaniard present was not delegated by any body of
his countrymen, he no doubt represents the mind of many. For ourselves we
esteem it a privilege that from year to rear we have been able to review proceed-
ings of increasing importance and of larger promise, and that the report ofno one
yenr has discredited the anticipations which were excited by that of the year pre-
ceding. Let prayer be made that the dawn, which is as yet unclouded, may
specdily brighten iuto a perfect day.—Abridyed from Christiun Times.

MR. SPURGLON’S CONVERSION.
The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, preaching at Ross, recently, gave an account of his
« conversion.” e stated that, in carly boyhood, he was the subject of many 1m-
pressions, and those of so paiuful a nature that hemight truly ssy he was a misera-
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ble wretch. So at last he determined to attend three times on the Sabbath in the
house of God, and to go to cvery chapel in the town in which he lived, to seck a
balm for his wounded spirit. It was not without prayer he formed this resolution;
and day after day he cried to God—Dbut had never heard the Gospel preached. o
said this without disparagement of the ministry of his native town: for they were
good men and true; but one preached the experience of the child of God, and ke
had nothing to do with that; and another told of the future blessing of the regene-
rated, and that did not apply to him: on one Sunday the text would be, ““Be not
deceived, God is not mocked ;” and again, ¢'The wages of sin is death;” he only
became worse and worse after hearing dlscourses which drove him to despair; and
then came the text for good people, but not & word for him. At last he found a
Primitive Methodist chapel, of which he bad only heard before, that the singing
was s0 loud that it split people’s heads. Well, he wentthere: and he did find that
they sung quite as loud as he liked to hear. But the text was, ¢ Look unto me,
and be saved, all ye ends of the carth.” Now, that was what he wanted to hear.
e knew that it was intended for him ; and indeed the preacher fixed his eye upon
him and pointed him out with his finger, and said to him, ¢ Young man, you are
under great distress of mind—(and, sure enough, that was true)—and you will con-
tinue so. Look, look,” he added, in a voice that he S)Ir. Spurgeon),should never
forget, and whose tones of thunder made his own sound weak—¢¢look to Jesus now,
and be saved.” ¢ Are you lightened of your burden?” said he; and he felt that
he covld bave sprung into the air, for he had looked, and his burden of sin had left
him.—English Laper.

CONGREGATIONALISN,

Recent discugsions in regard to the inefficiency of the Congregational system
have led us to examine the official Minutes or reports of several of the New Eng-
land bodies, and the results, we confess, surprise us. From the Minutes of the
General Association of Connecticut, from 1850 to 1857 inclusive, we have the follow-
ing facts and figures. The first column gives the years; the second the total re-
ported additions to the churches of the State by profession of faith ; the third the
total removals by dismission, death, and excommunication ; and the fourth the dif.
ference between the last two, which, in every case, is a decrease.

Years. Adaitions by Removals. Actual
Profession. Decraase.
1850, 967 1443 466
1851, 1117 1241 124
1852, 1243 1709 466
1833, 1375 1678 303
1854, 758 1820 10£2
1855, 1260 1683 423
1856, 1318 1638 320
1857, 939 1514 575

The result shown is, that the total additions by profession to all the Congrega-
tionnl churches of Connecticut, for the last eight years, are 8977 ; total removals,
12,716 ; total decrease 3730 or more than 467 a year! And what is remarkable,
there is not one of all the eight years which does not show a decrease. And all the
reported increase of these churches for the eight years, has been by certificate, and
not by profession, which is no gain, within the State, from the world to the Church !

But what is still more surprising, the whole number of church members reported
in 1849, was 41,070; and the whole number in 1857, only 37,029, or an actual de-
crease, for the eight years, of 3041, and this, notwithstanding the fact, that with-
in that time 6606 had been added by letter—thus seeming to show a decrease, so
far as additions by profession are concerned, of 9647, or no less than 1205 per
year for the cight years! And further still, the baptisms of children reported for
every one of these years averages less than three to each church in the State !

Now, we would respectfully ask, is this the efliciency of Congregationalism ?
And are the churches or ministers of Connecticut aware of these facts? If so,
what is the esplanation? We pause for o reply; merely adding, that hereafter we
may give the facts as to other New England States.—Presbyterian (Philadelphia).
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DAY OF HUMILIATION.

[The Queen having issued & Proclamation fur the observance of Wednesday,
7th Oct. as a day of Iumiliation with reference to the Indian Mutiny, religious
gervice was generally conducted in the churches beth of the Istablishment
and Dissenters at the time appointed. But the Rev. John Burnet of Camber-
well, Lundon, conscientiously disapproving of the terms of the Proclamation,
preached to his people ou the subject, on the preceding Lord’s day, and the
following is the accouat of his sermon given by the Christian Zimes. Mr.
Burnet is a stanch old Scoteh Voluntary.  We recollect well frequently hear-
ing him at the May Meetings in London in 1829, when he was a minister in
Cork. Tle was then the most popular speaker in the city. The Bishops could
scarcely get through their speeches till irrepressible cries were heard in the
meetings *“ Mr. Burnet, Mr. Burnet.”]

On Sunday morning the 4th Oet., the Rev. J. Burnet preached, at Camber-
well-green Chapel, a sermon applicable to the present position of public affairs
from I Peter v. 6: “umble yourselves, therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that ITe may exalt you in due time.” In opening his discourse, he stated
his reasons for adverting to the sulject then, instead of on the fullowing Wed-
nesday. A Proclamation had issued from the Crown strictly charging and
commanding its subjects to observe that day by prayer and humiliation, as
they tender favour of Almighty God. Now, it is a first principle with Dis-
senters, that the Crown has nothing to do with religious matters. Iigher
ground than that taken in this Proclamation could not have been taken by
the Pope. A recommendation from the Crown to observe the day religiously,
would have been only graceful and Christian-like, and would undoubtedly
have met with universal compliance. On the last ocecasion of the kind, the
adoptivon of such a tone for the future had Leen urged by a deputatior of Dis-
senters upvn the Secretary of State; but although he promised his attentiun
to the subject, the present Proclamation came out in the old form. Now
as & Proclamation is not law—and the last monarch (James 1I) who
attempted to enforce a proclamation having lost his crown in conse-
quence, the tune assumed might as well have been recommendatory as other-
wise. These remarks were made because principle required it; not out
of any feeling of disloyalty, for, said the preacher, in loyalty to the Crown
and to the constitution we yield to none. 'We have thought it right, however,
not to let the week pass away without showing somo sympathy with the pub-
lic calamity and with the intention of the Gusernment, although we may cun-
gcientivusly disapprove of the manner in which the latter has Leen carried
cut. The remainder of Mr. Burnet’s discourse was divided into five heads—
the blessings cnjoyed Ly the nation; the guilt of the nation; the danger to
which we are expused ; our duty for the future; and the reward graciously
connceted by God with duty. In the course of his observations he adverted
with gratitude to the measure of religious liberty which permitted such remarks
to be freely made, and also commented severely upon the manner in which
missionaries had been in the first instance prevented from entering India.

UNTON OF EVANGELICAL CHURCHES OF FRANXNCE.

The Rev. Dr F. Monod, of this denomination, has been in Canada preaching and
holding public meetings. The account he gives of the position of the body is
exceedingly interesting.  His more immediate object is to raise funds for building
a place of worship for his congregation in Paris. Mr. llenderson, of Glasgow, gave
£1000 sterling last swmmer for purchasing a site, and a gentleman in New York
gave 33000. The U. P’ Church in Scotland has frequently given liberal contribu-
tions to the Union.

ERRATUM.—In our last it was incorrectly stated that the article relative to the late Rev. Joseph
Scott, was the productivn of a member of the Prostytery of Brant. The honour belungs to s member
of the Presbytery of Flamboro’. .




