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Zitevavy Fotices,

SorIpNERS' MacazINE for  September
gives in “Uncle Sam's blue jackets afloat,”
o brightly written, well illustrated descrip-
tion of the United States marine and a voy-
age of & squadron of American warships
from Americe to Portugal ;- “The Rights
of the Citizen, V. To His own Property :—
““The Country House.” illustrated :— *“The
American River and Lake Systems” —“Na-
ture and Man in America,”—*A Crown
Jewel, Heligoland” meke up a valuable sor-
ies of articles by competent writers on sub-
jeets of wide and varied interest. Price
25 cents, $3.00 per year, Charles Seribners’
Sons, New York.

COUNT OVER YQUR MERCIES.

A Southern woman who died lately at a
great age, and who carried to "he last days
of her life o happy heart, and o singularly
gay temper, thus'exp'aived the mystery of
her unfaiiing cheerfulness :

I was taught by my mother when a child
toreckon, each morning before I rose, the
blessings God had giveu me with which tu
begin the day. I was not simply to say :

“YWhen ail thy mercies, O, my God,
My rising soul surveys,

Transported with the view, I'm-lost
Ia wonder, love, and praise,”

but I was to count the mercies one by one,
from the neat and serviceable shoes that cov-
ered my cold feet, to the sunlight shuiog
on the hill tops. My school friends, my
play, my fun, my mother’s kiss, the baby
sister in her cradle—all these I learned to

* consider separately, and of every one to say,
Hegave it to me.’

*“This practice taught me the habit of
thankfulness. It kept my heart near to Him,
kept it light and happy.” These every-day
blessings were not t» me mere matters of
caurse, but special, loving touches from his
paternal hand. No pain or sorrow could
outweight them.

We all have a store of richer jewels than
the heathen king ; and, unlike the crown re-
galia, these jewels are vur own, givento us
by our father.

How many of us mutter over, as the day
begins, some perfunctory words of thanks
which mean nothing; How many number
their mercies, tasting the delightand joy of
each, and out of glad hearts thanking the
Giver ? :

Aud how many quite forget to think either
of them or of Him?

CHRISTIANS FAVORED. A

‘While thero is throughout India the bit-
tereet oleosition shown to those who change
their faith from Hinduism to Christiunity,
yet there are numberless illustrations of the
fact that Christians areregarded with favor,
An English Baptist missionary writes of the
mele at Sonepore in November last, that
there were 150,000 persons present and a
Ereut deal of fanaticism, yet the company of
‘Christian preachers, whose encampment was
between two opposing sects of heathenism,
was altogether unmolested. The people
fought and quarreled among themselves and
robbed each other, yet they did not molest
‘the Christians. ~ Even the leaders of the
Hindu menifested much friendliness, and
many of the common people came to listen to
the preaching of the gospel. A writer in
the Euglish Aissioncwry Herald reports a
singular illustration of thieving propensities
among the natives at that meda. A promin-
ent man ceme with 300 rupees, to go through
with certain ceremonies in behalf of others
who could not come. He buried his money
in the ground till the time came for him to

erform the meritorious act of making o feast
or the Brahmans. In the meantime anoth-
er worshipper had attached himself to the
man with the money, and the latter, when
he went to find hisrupees, behold, they were
gone ! And so.also-was his fellow-ivorshiper.

‘1 It scems that the pagans do not trust cach
| othe r, while thuy do trust the Christian,

—iss. Herald,

IN IT, BUT NOT OF IT.

One cveuing, in a parlor at a summer
watering-place, the young perple were dane-
ing. One young lady was not tiking any -
part in ¢ e exercise. Does not your daugh-
ter dance ?” asked another lady of this young
lady's mother. .

“N',” was the reply.

““Why, how will she get on iu theworld?’,

¢ 1 am not bringiog her up for the world,”
was the quiet answer. .

The young lady is now a womon, and the
influence of her consecrated hf: is felt in
many of the Christisn interes s of a great
city.

Tt is utterly impossibly for the hest men
to please the whole world, and the sooner
this-is underatood and 2 pesition taken in
view of this fact the becter.. Do right,
though you have enemies.

Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the

Book widens and deepens with our years.—
Spurgeon.
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The institution of which mention was
made in a former-issue of the Maritime apd
for which Me. Grant has been receiving con-
trbasions, is simply, and only, for the
training of nasive lahoraers for the work of
o1t mission in Trinilad, it is in no sense for
the higher elucation of Asiatics. The Gov-
ernment of Trinidad makés provision for
that and if still higher is needed it must come
from that eource. It is not the work of the
special mission of the Church in her efforts
to obey Christ’s command, “Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to every

creature”,to furnish higher education for thy
people whom she seeks tn evangelize.

There are three stages in  Mission
work, or rather three phases«f its develop
ment, (1.) The Christianizing of the people,
(2.) Organizing into congregations with na.
tive pastors, (8.) Self support. The Jast
two should go side by side. When all this i’
done the work is completed ond the Home
Church' is free to withdraw end enter new
fields, leaviog a native Christian church to
work out its own destiny. The aim should
be to reach this point as speedily as possible,
for the longer a vative church remains de.
pendent upon the Home church the less ef.
fleient does it become. Children shoula not
be long carried-in arms.

The aim of the missivnavies in Trinidad is
to train as best they may native laborers to
carry on the work, and to develop as best
they can sélf support. The ChristianIndian
population is making progress in material
wealth and intelligence. Most of this is due
directly or indirectly to the work of our mis:
sion and it is hoped that their development
will show itself, as in m.ny cases it hns al
ready done, in-a proportionate progress in

giving for the evangelization of their country
men.

The point mentioned by My, Morton in
his leiter on another page. viz., the ap-
pointmnent of an Indian, Mr. C. C. Soodeen
on the New Education Board of Trinidad, is
another of the stages that marks thepro-
gress of the Indian people there, and an
carnest of yet greator attention by the gov-
ernmens in the future tp the developement of
the Indian population.

The estimated population of the New Heb-
rides and the Indian population of Trindad
is estimated at about the same figure, viz.,
60,000.  The former expects to have by the
end of this year twenty missionaries which
will with native helpers pretty effectively
supply the whole group. It is expected that
at the close of -the pvesent year we will have
five missionaries in Trinidad, or one to every
twelve thousand Indians. The latter, how-
ever, increase 8o rapidly by immigratioy from
India as well as by natural increase that they
will probably ere long number eighty or oue
hundred thousand.

CORRECTION.— In the August MARITINE
was an article entitled “Pansy, and who she
is,” in which it was stated that she is the
wife of a Methodist minister. The statement
was copied from a leading religious weekly
which gave a history of her life, but was in-
correct. Rev. W, H. Ness, of Portapique
writes that she is the wife of a Presbyterian
minister. Mr. Nesssays I am in a position
to say that he isa Presbyterign since he was
& neighbour of mine for three years in Penn.-
sylvania and preached at my inductinn,
He is a «ery fine man and very popular
among his people, but on account of his
wife’s health had to resign and go South,
He was a great Sabbath School worker, and



292 THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

she was, 28 is stated, active in vll Christian
work so far as health and time would admit
of it.”

A great missionary Conferance wasrecently
beld in Shanghui, China. It was conposed of
missionaies of almostall the denominativnsg,
who met vy confer regarding their common
work.,  The one great question before them
was their work and huw to advance it. The
watchword of the Confercuce was union, and
its motto, “The unity of the Spiritin the
bond of poawe.” O.s feeling that avimased
the Conference was the overwhelming need
of more missionaries, and it hus made an
urgent call for one thousand men for China
to be seav out in the next five years, This
appeal is made “un behalf of three hundred
millions of unevangelized heathen by those
who feel the pressure of the need.”

Among the ‘'matters that are well worthy
& place in the prayers of our Christian people
is the coming meeting of Synod at Monct.n
Lot there be enrneat prayer that the Spirit o
love and wisdom may be given, and then
will the meeting be fruitful of good to our
church and Glory to God.

Two grn.n'd illustrations of the triumnph of
right have been witnessed in the United
States within the last few mouths. The
first is in- conncction with temperance.
The liquor sellers hunted up an old law by
which parcels shipped from one State might
be sold i+ anather State, provided the origi-
nal package were mot br.ken. This gave
the liquor sellers the opportunity of floodmg
the Prohibition States with Jiguor dore up
in the nriginal packages. “Original package”
shops sprang up in many placas The efforts
of temperance people in striving for and
securing prohibition in their own States
seemed to have been in vain.  ““Original
packages” were scattered for and wide, the
liquor interest was jubilant

But the triumph of wrong was short. The
nation was stirred.  Congress passed a law
that all *‘original packages” coming from one
Sta'e to another should be subject to the
laws of the State to which they came. The

flood tide of drunkenness that was overflow-
ing the prohibition States was stemmed.
Original package shops suddenly disappear-
ed. Right triumphed, but it will take & long
time to remove all the evils, the taste for
drink revived and fostered, and all the other
evils resulting from that short overflow of
strong drink.

The other morked instance has been in
connection with that other giant evil of
gombling, in conuection with the Lousiana
lo tery.  This lottery Company licensed b ;
the State of Lousiana was draining money
from almost every town and village in the
United States and from many in Cannda 9s
well, and fostering the gambling mania. Not
long since the license of the Company ex-
pired, They offered the Statea million dol-
lars a year for twenty-five years to renew
their charter. The contest in the State
Legislature was strong.  Many felt keenly
the disgrace of selling the honor and good of
the State for money. But the temp ation
wos gr at  Many fought for the evil and it
seemed on the point of carrying the day
when the National Government interfered to
save the countrygfrom such a curse and a
bill has b en passed which forbids the mails
carrying lottery communications, This bill
provides that any person who mails a letter
ordering a ticket or who sendsa postal card
in relation to & lottery is just as liable to
the penalty. Newspapers containing adver-
tisements concerning lotteries ara to be ex-
cluded from the mails, and any publisher
mailing any newspapers coutaining an ad-
versisement of any lottery company is liable
to the same penalty, to wit : Impriscument
for eightecen months or o fine not exceeding
§500, or both.

\While we look with satisfaction at the
success’of our neighbors across the line in
their stand for good morals, we have tc
blush with shame as we look at our country.
In the Province of Quebec lotteries are car-
ried on by the Church of Rome.for its-own
benefit. That which claims to be a church
of Christ filling its coffers, demoralizing the
lansl, defying the law, and governments
content to have-it so.
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Rev. K. J. Gront has been nominated by
the Presbytery of Pictou as Moderator of the
Maritime Synod at its approaching meeting
in Moncton.  This 1s the first sime that our
Synod has ha the opportunity of placing
one of its older missionaries in the Moder-
ator’s chair. It might have done so when
Some of the S. Sea missionunries were home
for they were members of .our presbyteries,
but previous to the action of last Synod and
Assembly, the Presbytery of Trinidud‘ of
which Mr. Grint is o moember, was not on
the roll of our Synod,

A keen contest is waeing over the ques-
tion of Sabbath opening at the international
Exhibition to be held in Chicago in 1892,
the four hundredth anniversary of the dis-
covery of Americi by Columbus. A similar
contest took place in connection with the
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in
1876 and the friends of the Sabbath were
succeesful. It is hoped that a similar result
will follow in the present instance.  When
these exhibitions are held on the Continent
of Europe they are opened on the Sabbath,
and there are many who would like to in-
troduce the Continental Sabbath on this
side the Atlantic.  But even the Continent
is getting weary of it. The nations find that
instead-of freedom, it is oppression,thatGod’s
commands are the only true freedom, that
when maintnon gets control of the Sabbath
it drives the sons and daughters of toil with
o merciless lush, that the day which is tuken
from God becomes a day of bondage.

Might too often makes right in this life
and hence tho necessity that the rights of
men-and women besecure to them by wise
andjust legislation. The Sabbath was made
for man. Itishisright. But unicss is
secured to him by law the selfishness that
knows no!law suve its own interest will take
from all over whom it has control the right
to that day as their own. If the law per-
mits Sabbath work, then the employer who
may choose to do 50 can bid the employee to
“work or go.” The claim for open exhibi-
tions is based on consideration for the labor-
ing man, that he may enjoy it on the Sab-

bath. But that means work and no rest for
o multitude of railway men, waiters, atten.
dants ana others, and the !aw which allows
the pleasure of the many to impose labor
upon the wants of the few will soon be taken
advantage of by power and greed of gain to
impose lahor upon the many and the world
for the poer willbecomea weary monotony
of ceaseless toil.

Much is said about giving for missions,
and there is abundant room and ability
for more. but there is another thing that is
perhaps fully as inuch behind what it should
be, and that is, honest, earnest, praying for
missions.

“The saintly mother of & missionary used
to pray with a mup of the world before her
in her-closet, every duy.  She would plead
with God in behalf of one country for suc-
cessive days, and then for another, and an-
other, and another. When her daughter
wrote home of the great awunkening .t Har-
poot, and of the many conversions in that
city and in the villages of the plain, the
mother replied : ‘I am not surprised, I have
been expecting this for months past.: I have
spent the hours before the dawn of every
day in.praying to God for an outpouring of
his Spirit upon Harpcot

Judson’s testimouy as to prayer was: “I
never was deeply interested in any object—
I never prayed sincerely and earnestly for
anything, but it came at some-time ; no mat-
ter at how distant & day, somehow, in some
shape, probably the last I should have de-
vised, it came. .

Queen Mery trembled.at the prayers of
JohnKnox. Whata 3uakiug in the king-
dom of darkness would ensue if our great
sisterhood of churches would band togerher
to fathom the meanning of that glorious
promise, ‘All tiings whatsoever ye shall ask
in prayer, believing, ye shall reccive ¥

The Presbytery of Truro met for visitation
in the church at Acadia Mines on the even.
ing of September 10th, Twenty four have
been added during the year on profession of
their faith and ten by certificate. Nearly
$500 was contributed to the schemes of the
church during the past year, and $150 added
to the pastor's salary. Pre:bytefy expressed
great satisfaction at the progress of the con-
gregetion,
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Wneitime  Hotes,

A now Preebyterian -;hurch is building at
Yower Hocton,

Richmond Bay, East, P. E. I. has called
Rov. E Bayne.

The Congregation of Earltown has called
Rev. G. L. Gordon, of River John,

Rov, J. Nelson has resigned the pastoral
chargo of the Windsor congregation,

Mr. D. McD. Clark has accepted the call
to the congregation of Chipman, N. B.

Rev, J. W. McLellan was inducted into
the pastoral charge of the Newport congre-
gation, Sept. 16.

Truro Presbytery has applied for a free
grant of $250 from the Munter Fund for the
church at River Hebert,

Mr. Charles Mackeay was ordained and in-
ducted into the charge of the congregation
at Oxford, Cum. Co., Aug. 9th.

Rev. Ewen McKenzie was inducted into
the pastoral charge of the congregation of
Cape North on the first of August,

Rev. John Sutherland was inducted into
the pastoral chm'fe of the congiegation of
Caledonia, P. I, I, on the 20th August.

Rev, K. J. Grant has been addressing
meotings in Truro Presbytery and taking
collections for the training institution in
Trinided.

The Halifax Presbyterial-of the W. T.
S. held its anuval meeting at Kentville,
Sept. 3rd. Reccipts for the year were re-
ported as over $1100.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was
disponsed at Loch Lomond on the first Sab-
bath of August, when over one hundred were
received into the fellowship of the Church.

Rev. Godfrey Shore has returned to Carle-
ton, St. John,  On leaving St. Stephen’s he
was presented with a purse of $120 by the
congregation as a token of their attachment.

The first Annual meeting of the Victoria
aud Richmond Presbyterial of the W. F. M.
Society met at Whycocomagh on the 21st
August; $152 has been raised during the
year.

The annual meoting of the W. F. M. S.,

was beld in Fort Massey Chureh, Halifax, on’

Thursday, Sept. 11th and 12th, Rev. K. J.
Grant and Mrs. Grant of Trinidad were
present, and added much to the interest of
the meeatings.

The Session of Brookfield congregation
have decided to present any of the children
in the Sabbath Schools with a pocket Bible
on their repeating correctly the whole of .the

nawers to the Shorter Catechism. Six have

done so und reccived thoir Bibles, whilo
more are following.

Rev. A, B. Dickie, coming-home after o
four weeks vacation in the United States,
was greeted ou the evening of his return by
o manse full of the congregation, a warm
welcome and soventy dollars to meet the ex-
pense of his trip.  Valuable as the testimo-
nial was, more precious was it as o token of
«ppreciation of his faithful service.

The Aunual meeting of the Truro Presby-
terial W.T. M. S. was held at Wallace,
Sept 3rd. Three auxiliavies and two mis-
sion bands and fonrlife members were added
during the year. Total income for the year
§1,031.16  Officers were elected as follows :
President, Mrs. MacLean, Great Villugo ;
First Vice-President, Mss. J, « B. Dickie,
Truro ; Second Vice-President, Mrs. Rob-
bins, Truro; Third Vice-President, Mus.

D. S. Fraser, S&)ringside 3 Seeretary, Mrs.
C. P. Blanchard, Truro; Treasuver, Mrs.

Yorston, Truro.

The sixth annual meeting of the Pictou
Presbyterial, W. I'. M. S.,was held at Prince
St. Hall, Pictou, on Sept. 4th.  The after-
noon session was entively devoted to busi-
ness. The Secretary’s report shows an in-
crease since last year of 4 auxiliaries, 3
branches and 10 mission bands. Membership,
of auxiliaries 986, of Mission bands 242, total
1228, There are now 34 auxiliaries 3
branches and 14 mission bands, The Treas-
urer’s report shows a total for this year of
$1392.22," Officers for the coming year are as
follows :—Pres, Mrs. Munro, Antigonish ;
Mrs. Boyd, Glenelg; Mrs. Fraser, Scotsburn;
Mrs. Forbes, Durham;Mrs, McLean, Locha~
ber; Mrs. McLeod, Thorbwrn Mrs. Jos.
-Fraser, Barney’s River; Mrs. Drummond,
Steilarton; Ex. Com. Treasurer, Mrs, C W,
Ives, Pictou; Secretary, Mrs. J. D). Morri-
son, Pictou ; Ass. Sec’y, Mis, E. Jocelyn,
Antigonish.

The fourteenth annual meeting of the W.
F, M. S. met in Fort Massey Church, Hali.
fox, on the 11th-and 12th Sept. 123 delegates
were present representing over sixty auxili-
aries and mission bands.  The receipts for
the year have been over §5000. The officers
for the coming year are :—President, Mrs.
R. F. Burns ; Vice-Presidents, Mus. Baxter,
Halifax ; Mrs. Robbins, Truro ; Miss Car-
michael, Pictou; Mrs. Laird, Charlottetawn;
Mrs D. M. Gordon, Halifax ; Mrs. W, H.
Herrington, Halifax. Recording-Secretary,
Mrs. Dodge. TForeign Secretary, Miss Fair-
banks. Home Secretary, Mrs. J. T. Thomp-
son. Secretary of Young People's Work,
Miss McCulloch, Truro. ~ Secretary of Sup-

plies, Miss Forrest. Treasurer, Mrs, S.
Waddell, and the Committee.
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LETTER FROM MR. MORTON.

. Tuxaruna, Aug, 4th, 15390,

For the Maritime, .

‘“He that observeth the wind shall not
sow ; and he that regardeth the clouds shatl
not reap.” We qucte these words of Solom-
-on to justify us in fucing a rain storm yes
terduy in going to open the new school-house
at Chaguanas.  They of our own honsehold
agsured us that reason was given us that wo
might observe the wind and not expose our-
selves to risk, Ve followed Svlomoun. ¢By
10 o’clock the rain ceased. Our firgt meet-
was in o large Government hospital, where
three adults were baptized. These men had
been unier instruction for some time, and so
far as men can judge are looking for morey
and life to the atoning work of Jesus Christ
alone. Besides these there were twelve oth-
ers, all patients. at the service.

Our second service was in an Estate hospi-
tal with an audience of twenty. OQue of
these maintained that we reap what wa sow
—enjoy or suffer what we earn—and
that this rule is absolute.  This: is the doc-
trine of works or karm as the Hindus eall it.
This way of works isopposed to the gospel of
grace, and one can understand the Kpistles
of Paul much better when he meets with peo-
ple whose way is that of works, and who
brondly and boldly maintain that if saved at
all it must be by onr-own deeds. I took the
illustration of a sick wman, too ill to' work,
and without tools, zoming to the manager of
‘the Bstate, If he dsks work and under-
takesa task he must finish it or he gets no
}:ay. If-he asks a favour to be sent to the

ospital-and fed and nursed he may find fa-
vour and through it kealth, after which he
can and must-work. Assinners we are sick,
and if we look to-what we can-do there isnn
hope for us. But if we Jovk to the mercy of
God which ie shown us :in Christ Jesus there
is-good ground-for hope. This.is the way:of
Juith. DBut-some of the Hindus also profess
a way of faith and hold with some that if on-
ly a man believes a thiny sincerely, his faith
or his sincerity is imputed for righteonsness.
Tt is therefore necessarv tv autagonize work
and wages with the gift of grace, and insist
that our- hore must rest nut on.anything in
or-of curselves, but in something in God and
groceeding from him. This man seemed to

o perfectly sincere in his views and not a
mere wordy oppounent. He admitted that
much that I said was altogether new to him,
aud wonderfully good, if true  Many who
say it is true have heard it so often that they
seem to forget how good it is.  This poor
Hindu felt that this new way if true was
wonderfully gond.

‘Our next meeting was in the new school-

house, It is 18 feet by 36 feet, snd over 130
East Indians were gathered intoit. They

.| were remarkably well behaved and attentive.

Thore was no part of the service long. The
sérmon was represented by aa address of
fiftees minutes on the invitation ¢‘Come unto
Me,” and after & hymn another address of
twelve minutes on ‘‘The Guru we need.”
Two children were haptized, The rainy

‘forenoon kept away two adults at a dirtance

who were to have been baptized, from com-
iag. and one near at hand was ill with fever,

At the close a vote of thanks was passed
to Samuel Heoderson, Ezq , for the gitt of &
site fur the school house; to James Long,
Beq , for conveying the materials from the
railway station to the spot, and to Edward
Cumberbatch, Eeq., fnr getting the gronad
drained and levelled und otherwise assisting,

°  Jony MorTox.

LATER LETTER FROM MR. MORTON,

September 5th, 1890,

Our new E ucation B ard met for the first
time on the 2ud, Ou that Board,along with
Sir William Robinson, K, C. M. ; G. Gov-
ernor, Sir John Gorrie, Chief Justice, and
several Honorables, sat ‘*Charles Clarence
Soodeen, Evquire.” The proposal to appoint
an B st Indian to represent his countrymen
came spontaneously tfrom His Excellency the

:Governor, and the choice fell on Soideen.

He came here as an orphan' boy not ablle to
read. More than vwenty years-ago he be-
came my first Indian teachor. -He had charge
of my district in-my absence last year, ¢
never had any specinl advantages; but he
made a good use of the ordinary opportuni-
ties that were within his reach, and he was
found faithful.

We borrowed from Mr. M crae a small
magic lantern to have a few eutert inmente,
At Tnoapund and St. Joseph we had crowd-
ed houses and w good-opportunity of speaking
to some who nover come to church,

The hea® of the lantern in crowde 1 raams
and driving home in the wight air did not
agreewith me, so Geoflrey Subarn was in-
structed and put in.charge of the work, He
held seven meetings and as. soon as the holi-
days are over will hold-several more. Large
numbers came, behaved well, listened atten-
tively and went away delighted. The report
of those present led ovthers to ask that he
should return again, and as soon as we-get a
fresh supply-of slides be will give the people
asecond benefit. The simplest comic slides
were very highly appreciated, and a donkey
that reared and kicked in a vaiu.effirt to
throw a hoy from his back was considered a
gpecial wonder,  “What-was the use of all
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that?” **Much every way.” The people
wero ploased . that we tried to give them
pleasure.  Parents were pleased that we
tried to give them plersure, Parents were
leased in their children’s epjoyment, A
esron was given by the Catechist to all pres-
ent and some were present for the firat but
not for tho last time.  The influences that
movo mea and boys here as well as Nova
Sootia, are very varied.
’ J. MorTox,

FIFTY, YEAR'S WORK IN TZE NEW
. HEBRIDES.
Last] year, being considered the jubileo

year of the New Hebrides Missisn, thes”
atatistics were carefully collected from each

missionary. There were fourtcon mission-
aries, and four on furlough last year, for an
estimated population of 61,199 :
Number of communicants.......... 1,529
Namber admitted dutiog the year.. oY
Persons baptized .... ....... e 272
Atteadance at regular Sabbath seivice 7,997
Attendance at candidates’ class .... 105
Teachers ‘ocated under missionary

charge ... ..ooiiil caieal, 169
Schonls under missicnary charge.... 162
Number attending tnese schools .... 5,017

Estimuted or known population of
field of Jabour ........ Ceeeaans 61,199
Marriages celebrated during yenr. ... 57
Scripture translations in ecircnlation, .
Uthor books in circulation.. ....... 37
—~Free Churck of Scotland L unthly.
7’

3%
24

THE POWER OF A GOOD LIFE.

A wonderful iMustration of how men and
women can serve God and win others to Him
by the silent eloquence of a holy life is seen
in the history of mission work in Japan.
“One of the first tokens of Gnds favor to the
work of the Ameiican Board there sprang
from the life of an American secular teasher,
who worked under the strictest injunctions
not to say a word to his pupils on the sub-
jeot of Christianity. He was not to do any
thing in any conscious way that would lower
their reverence for the religion of their fath-
ers. The obligation was scrupulourly kept,
but he could not obzcure the uncounscious in-
fluence of a Christian life, which in the
Christian works a daily transfiguration. He
was stealdily watohed as the unconscious
saving virtue went out of him, like a divine
halo about his life, and the youuyg men under
his teiching began to seek the source of that
speechless but all couquering form of life,
which impressed them without any seeming

exertion. Forty of his pupils, all unknown
to himself did the unty 1hirg m the direction
of a reformation they co il —they metin o
wove and signed a cuvenaun to abandon
idolatry.  This movement became kpown
is aroused hostuity, anl the school wag bro-
ken up and several ot the young meu were
smprisuned ; but prisons were ro terror to
those whora the truth makes free, and who
ave free indeed. Liberty of conscienco soon
found favor, and an ediot stopped the.threat-
ened persecution. Twenty five of the young
men were afterward gathered into the Kioto
training school, and fifteen of them became
preachers of the gospel.”

HOW TO STUDY THE WORD OF GOD
PROFITABLY.

AN ADDRESS BY REV. A. FALCONKR AT THR
Y. P, 8, C, E. CONVENTION, IN PTICTOU

In prose.uting the enyuiry “How to study
the word of God proﬁta{)ly," there are sume
things that we are to assame,—I1 inean as-
sume or take for granted ia our present en-
quiry. .

(1) Thatitis God who speaks to us in
the Bible. It is the Divine Book amid all
other books.  In it ‘‘the mighty God even
the Lord hath spoken.”  Thut fact must be
placed in the forefront, as we sit down toa
quiet study of the Word, With a depth of
meaning, that can be asserted of nothing
elve, the Biblo is-a revelation from heaven
standing apart as emphatically God’s Word.
Aud hence it spenks positively. Its tone, as
is fitting in an_inspiration from heaven, is
net suggestive but declara ive. It isimper-
ative; 1t commands, and so we are to sit
down and cousult it, with this thought up-
permost in the mind, thut it is the Lord
God Almighty wno is spesking, and that
this is 1lis supreme and absolyte revelatiun,
Let us read it therefore hearing the voice
but seeing no man.

(2.) Wae are to actept it us speaking to us
to-day, Let us not read it, as merely of
antiquarian interest—as a record of events
which occurred in times and under condi-
tions, so eutirely different from ours, as to
have no praccical bearing upou our lives.
No ; the Bible comnes bearing thought that is
needed for the life of to-day. It.speaks to
man ag inan, independent of any particular
place or periad, ts teaching is »s vital to-
day as ever. It isas *'quick and powerful”
now, as when these words were.incorporated
in the epistle to the Hebrews, and it remains,
a8 at the first, & life-giving word for the
human race.  Its teaching is such, asour
moral nature understands and responds to.
It is adapted to the universal buman intellect



THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

297

and heart and consoience, And so Christ is
still saying in the Word to us, “If any man
thirst, let him come uanto me and drink ”
We accept the Bible then as speaking to us.

(3) "It must be studied first and specially
witha view to our own spiritual nurture. I
need not say how prcfoundly and blessedly
true it is, that the Bible enriches and nup-
tures and stablishes tho higher spiritual life
—how, whilst the babe in Christ finds in it
“the sincere milk of tho Word,” the Chris-
tian who has made the highest attainments
in the divine life, will still find food there,
to onrich and atrengthen and cowfert and
help. Now as Christian workers theve mey
be a little danger, that, instead of comingio
the Word for our own edification, and con-
solation, aud growth in grace, we study it
merely for the use we can make of it in

teaching and influencing others—for the best.

way of directing it upon the attention of
other men. But whilst we need not ne-
glect this nse of it, let us often go to God’s
Word, not thinking so much about others, or
how we are to bring the truth to bear upon
them, as about what it says to the deeper
necessities of our own souls. Let us seek in
it the bread and water for our own lives.
Coming thus to it, as to & quiat resting-place,
we shall gain much spiritual refreshment and
comfort. .

(4.) Then it is to Le further assumed,
that we seek for and wait upon the spirit as
we study the Word., If it is God’s Word,
then it is fully ‘‘written within,” and it s
aceording to the Spirit that it must be read,
for the letter killeth-but the Spirit giveth
life.” The letter will be a pqor, miserable,
fruitless form, without the Spirit, but with
the Spirit it will be lofty, profound
and sublime. We \ must see the
form of truth filled with the Spirit of
God, that He may through the Word, fill
our spirits with the Spirit of Christ. We
must therefore, continaally seek the Divine
Spirit, that He mny enabie us fully to grasp
the truths of the Bible—that He who origin-
ally ingpired the Word, might inspire our
minds with light, so that in His light, we
might see light clearly. If we ask a blessing
on the food of d.ily zustenonce, should we
not sit down prayerfully to enjoy the bread
of life. Let our prayer then he, *‘open thou
nine eyes, that T may behold wondrous
things out of thy law.” .

Now assuming these genera.l essential re-
guirements for all profitable study of the

Word, let us enquire for a little into certain.

methods that may be pursued.

1. Let us sometimes take brief seléct
portions of the Word, for quiet meditation,
and let them as it were silently drop into
the soul. As we take our Bibles in our

hands for this purpase, we should cultivate
a specially calm and reverential spirit, try-
g to realizo the sentiment of the words,
“Put oft thy shoes from off thy fect, for the
place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”
One of the esseatial co .ditions for commun-
ion with God is reverence. The secrots of
God's truth will not disclose themselves to
unquiet, irreverent minde. In this mood
wo should ot times take small portions of
the Wora and let thom silently drop into the
goul, realising hat God is speaking in them,
our chief effort being to catch the truth of
his utterance to us.  As Dr Leckie puts it :
**Let us listen insilence to the Word of (God.
Lot us still our questioning; lot us listen
now and again in silence and receive ; let it
go deep down into our being, in profound
stilluese. We may spoil everything by let-
ting the murmur of our own thoughts arise.”
Thus arewe to becomeabsorbed in the Word,
not thinking for the time being, so much, of
practical inferences from it, or the rela
tion of it'to other pasuages, as that through
it, God is now holding converse with our
gouls. Such a meditation as that, will no
doubt be found helpful to the soul.

2. But whilst we mut.y receive very great
benefit frum studying distinct passages of
the Word, yet we must not coufine our-
selves to this method.  The Bible has come
to us in separate fragments, ‘through many
gencrations, and each may do a very distinct
wotl.  But no phrases, no paragraphs, no
chapters of the Bible, have their tull mean-
ing, when looked at apart from the rest. In
the great system of truth called the gospel,
we have God’s gracious plan for the salva~-
tion of the soul, It contains many parts,
and all are needed and so we should study
them connectedly, we must study the Woid
inductively—we must study its pages with a
method.” It is written,” must often be
studied in the light of *‘It is written again,”
from the parallelism of paesages, light will
be thrown by the one upon the other. And
how frequently do we find statements of both
doctrine and experience, clearly illustrated
by historic facts.  It-is impossible, for ex-
amnple, to comprehend many of the Psalms
of David, unless thoy are read in the history
of David’s life. As we compare passage with
Passage, and doctrine with history, fresh
light and beauty often fall upon the Word,
and our confidence in its Divine orgin is
thereby greatly increased.

3. Then as we enter more fully into the
ezamination of the Bible, it is well to atudy
its books as a whole.  T'he scope of our ex-
amination, you will observe, is broadening
out, as it always ought to do. I presume
that I need scarcely say to any one present,
that the division cf our Bible into chapters

’
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and verses, is a mere human arrangement,
for convenience sake; the division into
chapters taking place in the thirteenth cen-
tury. Sometimes the divisi n is very arbi-
trary, occasionally mavrring the meanwg aed
beauty of passages.  lllustrations of this
might readily becited. It is quite cle v, for
example, that that beautiful fitey-third chap.
ter of Isainh ought to have begun with
the thirteenth verse of the previous
chapter.  And then we have the twenty-
first chapter of Acts breaking off in the
middle of a sentence, the chapter actually
terminsting with a comma, though perhaps
the real continuity is not so much broken in
that as in other cases. Let us study the
books of the Bible then, as.a whole, regard-
less of chapters and verses, that we'may get
a connected view of the arrangement and
purpose of the author. , Let the epistles be
read as letters, writteu to individuals or
churches, aod let us seek to ascertain the
special object and drift of each. This will
throw immense light upon certain passages.
And so of the gospels.  Weshall never fully
understand the gospels, unless we realize
that each was written with a distinet pur-
pose n view.  Of course they all deal with
the life of Christ ; but each writer gives-us a
pcture of that life frum his own standpoint,
with a specific object befoie his wmind. In
Matthew wa have the promised Messiah, the
Son of David, at the sume timne Lord and
‘Christ.  This is distinctively the gospel of
Messianic royalty, designed ~primarily to
commaad the faith of the Jews in Jesus as
the true Messiah.  Mack again sets Christ
before us, not as king, but asa servant, in
aceordance with the words, “tho’in the form
of God, and thiuking it not robbery to be
equal with God, he made Himee'f of no repu-
tation, and took upon Him the form eof a
servant.”  Luke deals especially with the
humanity of Christ, and shows Him to be
the Saviour adapted fo the whole race, not
the Jews only, but also the Gentiles. And
aimost everyboly knows, that John deals
particularly with the divinity of the Saviour.
Each gospel thus reveals a separate aspect of
Christ’s life 2nd love, and they all unite in
setting forth the full, ccmplete Christ, as at
once the Son of David, ;ne Sesvant of God,
the Son of man, and the Son of God. If you
study each gospel, keeping the special object
of the evangelist in view it is'simply wonder-
ful, how many touches, even in the record
of the same incident, take on a fresh interest,
and beauty and force. Had I time I might
J/lustrate also from other books of the Bible.

4, *‘Then we should at times still further
widen out the range of our study of the
Scriptures, by examining them .as a whole—
looking at the general structure of the Bible

It is wonderful what light a careful study of
the Old Testament throws upon the New.
I was impressed with a sermon by Dr. John
Ker bearing upon the structure of the Bible
which I read some time ago. It traces out
an order in each Testament, the one corres-
poyding to the other. They both begin with
history, and rest upon thnt as a basis. Wa
have the five bocks of Moses in the Old
Testanent, and corresponding to that, the
four gospels in the New. Then we have a
seeond period. It consists of a strong effort,
on the part of God’s people, to extend and
establish their principles in the world. The
record of thisis found in the books of Joshus,
Judges, Samuel, &e., in the Old Testament.
Aud how clear the parallel between these
parts of the Word. and the Acts of the
Apostles and a few of the Epistles, where we
fiud the re2ord of the church striving to find
a place among mankiund for the great Christ.

As we move ou we discovera third period.
It is the stage of comparative rest and quiet
meditation. After the severs conflict, during
which certain pussese? .ns have been gained
as a foothald for the kingdom, the mind is
turned from outward struggle, to reflect upon
profound spiritual truthe, The record of
this perjod we have, in the Old Testameunt,
in the Book of Psalms, Solomoun’s writing,
and some others; and correrpooding with
that in the New, we have Paul’s Epistles,
and those of others of the Apostles. And
then we have the fourth and 1-st period,—
what Dr. Ker calls *‘tke sense of uncomplete-
ness.” This of course refers to the period of
prophecy. As we advance inthe Old Testa-
ment we find that it is beginning to look out
into-the fulurc and sound wmore clearly the
note of the coming Messiah—the desire of
all the nations—who was finally to answer
und fulfill the expectations of a'l that had
gone before.  And how does the New Testa-
mentclore?  TWith the book of Revelation,
pointing ultimately to the completion of all
things —the second coming transcending even
the first. And we close the sacred volumd
with the gublime words ringing in our ears,
“Surely I come quickly, Amen. Even so
come Lord Jesus,”

But my time is up, and I cannot further
dwell upon this interesting feature of the
Word of Life. Wondeiftl indeed is the
structure, as well as the contents, of the
Bible. But let each of seck to have more
than admiration for the Bible’s matchless
compoeition, the marvels of its history, the
Jharmeny of its parts, or even the blessedness
and salvation which it offers. We need
more than this.  Bread to nourish us must
be eaten, and a cup of blessing to reiresh
must be drunk. Therefore, if we would

know personally, all that through the Spirit,

A .
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the Bible can give us, we must take ic, and
hide it 1n our hearts, that there its truths
may be o perennial spring, welling up ioto
everlasting life.

THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT-
GRAIN.

.

SERMON BY REV, A. J. MOWATT.

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a
corn of wheat full into the ground and dje, it
abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth jorth
much fruit,”—JouN xii ; 24, r

We are glad spring has come with he
song-birds and flowers, chasing white-footed
winter far away over the hills,” She comes
with health for the sick, joy and hope for
the sad, courage and help tor the poor, and
rich lessous of truth for us-all.  Soon again
we shall see the sower going forth to sow his
seed, not without tears perhaps as he thinks
of the risks he runs, and yet not without
hopes.

And it is spring yonder, the sowing-time
of the vear, the sowing-time indeed of the
centuries, and our Lord, with the shadow of
the cross on his soul, that lovely April morn-
ing of the long long ago, tells wondering
hearers so sadly the parable of the wheat-
grain.  Aond thereare thoughts and life-les-
sons here for us this solemn anniversary
season, precious thought seed for the ages.
“Verily, verily, I eay unto you, except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,
it abideth alone, bu$ if it die it bringeth
forth much fruit.”

I. THE WHEAT-GRAIN.

Our Lord Himself-is the wheat-grain. He
is telling us here his own sad,glad,life-story,
illustrating the misery of his own destiny.

But you »sk, “Why take a single grain?
Take a bushel, ten of themn, a hundred, a
thousand, many thousands.”

Ah ! we live far down the broad and ever
broadening stream of time and progress, and
our idea of thiugs are large. But thers was,
and has to be, a begioning to things, and it
is not too much te say— is it 7—that the vast
wheat-fields of the world to.day began away
back somewhere and sometime with a single
wheat-grain. At all events, it is no vivlence
to human thought to think so.

But however that may be, we know this,
that our Lord is one, the only-begotten of
the Father. Go far back to the beginuing
of things, and you come at lastto the one
wheat-grain, the ome spiritual life-germ,
whence must spring, if at all, all the life and
joy that are yet to quicken and gladen the
eons,

“One I” you say, ¢ :r wheat-grain, one
life germ, one Lord, one Christ! Oh what
if that one should somebow fail? Think of
the world’s bread, the bread of millions of
homes, the bread of countless ages, depend-
on a single grain of wheat ! And think, too,
of the world’s 1edemption dependeat-on oue
life, the strength of one right arm, the faith-
fulness of one soul ! How great the risk { too
great a risk | a cruel rivk 1

And then the wheat-grain is so little. It
is o small sced, small compared with same
others of lessimpnrtance. And ovur Lord, i
some respects, is little. Look at him yonder
in the manger, and how little he is ! He does
not leok to you as if he would ever do much
for the world. What can such human help-
lessness as that is, such utter need, such born
poverty and meaness, ever do ! . Thus when
you are told that the hupe and happiness of
the ages, the world’s good and men’s salva-
tion, depend on the Babe of Bethlehem, you
shudder, for so little would quench thas
spark, so little would put out forever thab
feeble flickering light. Bu$, as we shalf see,
there is a wondrous energy, & mighty vital-
ity, mysteriously bound up in the little
wheat-grain, the humble Naznrene. The
tyrant’s sword did what it could 1o hew cut
of existenco the one Life, the world’s one
hope and help. But it failed. The Life
that was to be the life of the world lived aod
grew. Nothiog ciuld extibguish it.

II. THE WHEAT GRAIN ALONE,

“Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone.”

I'have supposed, that far back somewhere.
there would be & single wheat-grain ;—noe
doubt a beautiful one, perfect in its kind,
so plump and full, so richly golden-amber 5
but alone, just oune, no brother. And Lcan
imagine the happy possessor of that one
wheat.grain saying to himself : ‘I will keep
it. This is the only one 6f its.kind in the
whole universe, and I will preserve tas a
great natural curiosity. I will have a box
of most curious workmanship made for it,
and I will lock it up there, and haund it down
to the wondering ages as the fits. and only
wheat-grain. It will oot do to risk the one
ooly wheat-grain in the earth, where it
might grow to be many, or cease to be even
one. But better one than none. So I wilk
hoard my one treasure. I will hury my one
talent, and thus keep it in its entirety, its
loneliness.”

Now, oar Lord is one, the only-begotten
of the ¥ather, dwelling alone and apart in
the bosom of eternal Love.

And the one son, you know, the one child,
the only-begotten, is such a home-treasure.
The one child is so loved, so made of, /sa
cared for, 50 petted, 0 much so for hiz gwn
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good or anybody's good. Ho must not be I
exposed in any way, he must run no risks. .
If anything should happen that one precicus
life, the hope of the family woun!d be gone.
Their coal would be quenched.  And su, as
far as possible. he must be kept alone and i
apart. And yet, over-much cue is 2l v as
bad as ton little, The risk is as great. S ae-
thing must be ventured, if anything is to be .
won. Save your ouc life, and you lote it.
Lose it, anu you save it,

And God the Father's one Son issuch a
tregsure to him, such a joy. Will he there-
fore keep nim youder in his bosom, keep
him in‘the lonehuess and apartness he enjoys
there ? .

0, mothcr, you want to keep your one son
in your own srms: and want to bold him
there through all the hard testing years of
hic experience. You think he is safer there
than anywhere else.

And what f the Father in eaven keep to
himself his one Son; and wwhat if the One
Son should be only teo bappy to abide there,
enjoying_the rapture of his Father’s love,
and dwelling apart in the awful loneliness of
Godhead? ~ Ah!the loss, the loss of being
alone, the lnss of being alone with God even!
It is not Christ-like, God-like ; and so the
son of God Tannot abide alone in the glory
eternal.  The one wheat-grain mast nat be
boxed up, for then it must ever abide alone ;
and to be ever alone is to lose itself, to lose
the grandeur of itg blessing-bringing being !
No. Let the ene wheat grain be sown ; let it
fall into_the rich loam prepared forit. And
let the one Son of God, the Only-Begotten of
the Father come forth from the abiding
alone in his glory, to share his life with
others, to give it for others. And God gave
his one Son. He kept him nov to Himself.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
leveth in him should not perisn, but have
everlasting life.”

YII. THE WHEAT GRAIN SOWN.

«Verily, verily. I s1y unto you, except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,
it abideth alone.” . .

There is something touching, ahr.ost pain.
ful, reckless, in the sowing process. You
seo the farmer yonder, or you will see him
in a few days, going to the bin where the
precious wheat is stored. How fondly, ten-
derly, proudly, he takes the rich ambee
grains into hishoods, and lo kg at them, He
thinks there is no wleat like his, and there
ig » soreness at his heart when he comes to
poart withit. He wishes he conld keep it
whersitis. But he knows the proverb:
notbing venture, nothing win; so, with a
tear stealing down his cheek, he fills his bos-

. up, and thus kee

) thuusaud aevils may happen to it.

om with it, and atrong in faitb, ho strides

across his acres, recklessly sowing his wheat,

You can fancy how hard it mnst have
been, away back at the beginninf for the
man.who had the one first grain of vheat to
sow it. He wonders whether he will box it
it, or take it out to his
livtle tiel | and risk it there. Birds may proy
upon it. Spring frosts may blight it. In.
clement skies may ruin its promise, Ten-
Still, the
hungry ages muset have bread, and their
bread ‘is stored up iu that one whest grain,
and, to get it out, it must be sown. So,
weeping, he goes forth besring his precious
seed, and with a tender solicitude he draps it
caretully into the receptive earth.

Now, the sower who went forth to sow is
the Lord, and the aue wheat-grain is himself,
his precivus word, his precicus blood. I see
bim weeping as he sows. The raius drench
him. The cold chills him. The sun scorches
him. The weary way blisters his feet. The
hunogry wilderness preys upon him. The
devil tempts him. The cruelty of men hurts
him, The unfaithfulnees of friends betrays
him. The forsaking of his Fathe: gives the
last fatal blow to his wom out young life.
Ah ! the sowing the Christ had o do, that
the ages might bave tae bread of life, was
sore sowing.

-Aud were there no_risks in tiis smying as
in other sowings 2 You donetlike the word
perhaps.  You say there was never any
doubt ay to whether the Cbrist would suc-
ceed.  He never had ayy doubt himself as'to
his ultimate success, and yet, so human was
the Christ, so conditioned by the warld’s
circumstances, so influenced and affected
and environed war he by all that in-
fluences and affects and environs dust and
ashes, that it js not-so out of place perhaps
to talk here of risks with vegard even to
him. I ask, were there no auxieties around
his cradle snch as there are aronnd other
cradles? Were there no fears lest Nazareth’s
wicked strects might somehow corrupt his
boyhood and youth, and blight the promise
of early years!  Ah ! doubtless there were,
and more perhaps thau there were any need
for. 1 think I sco the angels hovering anxi-
ously over that weird strugale in the wilder-
ness, and doubtfel as to what the issue is to
be, Isit not, T ask, with blanched cheek,
and bated breatb,He Himself enters the lists
with the grim foe? What means those tears
of his, the unutterable groanings of his hu.
man soul, his prayers in the garden, his wail-
ing on the cross, if there were no risks, or
something of the kind, in his sowing? And
even yet there arerisks of a kind, We know -
not oftentimes how it is to be with the Lord
and his cause, inso faras concerns s, and
Wwo are not withont our anxieties as to the
Issue of the struggle that is still being fonght
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out in the world. On our knees we gather | There is something sad in all this. Here

close around the sown wheat-grain, aund,
with our tears and prayers, we watch and
water it, and wouder whether it will die or
grow.

Oh this sowing of the wheat-grain! We
have something to do with it. and it is not
without toil and trouble, tears and risks, it
is still done. With much weeping the
preacher still bears forth the precious seed
in his bosom, and sows it on rockland and
wayside, and choking weeds and spiny
thorns, and his faithfulvess. his risk and
recklessness, are not always fur much of
seeming good, and you too, my hearers, in
your howme youder, sow the precious
wheat-grain ; and around it, on your kaoees,
you wait, and watch, and weep, and
work, night and day, fur it growing.
“And you sometimes fear it i8 not going 1o
grow at all.™ Then  there are
other sowers for the precious wheat-
grain, earnest Chrirtian workers, men aud
women of faith and.prayer, who go far forth
to sow the world's waste-lauds, who find
their way to the haunts of the wretched and
wicked, and there they risk it. There must
be more or less ¢f risk, if any good i to be
done, if the wurld isto be won for Christ.
The grain of wheat must be sown.

Sowing the seed with an aching heart,

Sowing the seed while the tear-drops start,

Sowing in hope till the reapers come

Gladly to gather the harvest-home.

Oh what shall the harvest be ?

1v. THE DYING OF THE WHEAT-GRAIN.

¢ Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die.”

The moisture and warmth of the soil
cause the wheat-grain sown in it to grow,
and growth meaus deeay. Tae .life-zerm
derives its nourishment from the body of the
wheat-grain, until it has sent forth a little
rootlet into the surrounding soil, and by that
time the grain itself is gone. Yon look for it.
but it cannot be found.  Thelife and growth
from itcelf have used up all ite substance.
It is dead, gove. And only by this self-dy-
ing, strange to say, can it live. The wheat-
grain must itself die, perish utterly, if there
is to be from it another better life.

And that is true of all life and growth. It
is out of the graves of last year’ beauty, out
of the death of last year’s life, that this
year's is to come. Last year's flowers had
to fade if we are to have flowers this year ;
and, 89 unselifish, so self-sacrificing, were
last year's flowers, that they bowed their
justly admired heads, and bid themselves in
the earth, died, that other flowers might rise
in their stead this season, and be admired in
their turn.

\

is a beautiful flower. It looks as if it came
ont of the garden of God, so lovely is it.
You say. U must keep this beautiful flower.
Why may it not bloom on and on threugh
years 2 But you cannot keep your flower.
In a few days it fades, and is gone. It falls
inte the ground and dies, and there is a tear
of disappointment standing in your eye, and
1 hear you ray bitterly : ¢What ig the use of
flower raising ; just as soon as I get them to
bloom well, they begin to fale and die.”

Xa yeur home blooms out a beautiful flower,
an vnly flower perhaps. How sweet that
flower isto you! With what care and tender-
ness you have grown it to the perfection it
bas come. Its beauty and fragrance giad ien
all your-home and heart, and you say in your
way, *‘1 will keep this lovely flower, and let
it blo -m tu please me.” But ynur neighbor
over the way has seen, and admired, and
loved your one flower. And there comes a
day whes he asks you to give him your one
flower to bloom for him. Itig hard. ¥ou
turn away your head to hide a tear. You
.knew it would come, must come, to this, in
gome shape or other, aud there is an unut-
terableness of grief in your heart. Still, yon
hring yourself to feel that it is the way of
flowers to be plucked, and with a nob'e ua-
selfishaess you give up your rne flower, and
there is in your home and heart as if a kind
of grave had been opened, as \f a coffin had
been brought in, end as if the-e had heen
said this: *‘Earth to earth, ashes to ashes,
dust to dust ! .

God had oneSon. Awnd what a Son, so
good, so glorious! Iu his bo-omn dwels that
one Son, and the joy, the rapture, of his
dwelling thére, were such as no human
tongue can tell. But there came a time
when He must be given up.  And He was
given up, aod the Eternal Father’s bosem
was empty, no Son there. Fur down amid
clouds and darknoess; sin and sorrow and
woe, the Son of God lived and toiled, wept
and waorked, suffered and sacrificed. At last
an awfal pall was rpread wide over the
heaven. God’sOne Son was dead ; the Only
Begotten of the Father still in the somlne
silence of the tomb.

Aund His death was necessary.  Just as
tho wheat-grain’s dying is necessary ; so the
Christ’s dying is necessary. You say, “Hold
there, O murderers ! Stay that spiking, that
piercing, that mocking, that sconrging, that
crucifying of yours ! Let the Christ live !
Let Him weep, and work, aod love,and live,

Bat God said : “‘Let the spiking and pierc-
inﬁ go on ; let the Christ die ! There is no
other way for the woild’s good and men sal-

vation to be wrought out. Let the cruel
crucifixion go on. .
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And He did die, See! they bear Him
pale, helpless, still, dead, to His burial; and,
wrapped in the snowy linen grave clothes
that loving hands have provided, with tears
in their eyes, and sore sad hearts, they lay
Him gently to sleep the sleep of death, in
.the somnbre sileat tomb, till the morning of

“she resurrection,
¥. THE MUCH FRUIT.

«But if it die, it bringeth forth much.
fruit.”

‘I'he one whear-grain dies. It ceases to be
You look for it, but you cannot find it Yeu
find perhaps an empty husk, a cast.off skin,
But in sts stead, and out of its grave, out of
its death, comes forth much frait—the thir-
ty-fold, the sixty-fold, the hundred fold.

And is iv not better t have the thirty-fold,
the sixty wheat-grains, the hundred, than
but the one? Is it not better to-day to have
the world’s vast _wheat-fields, the millionsg
fed, .and the one wheat.grain die, since it is
to have so arand a resurrection.

And the Chriet dies on the crnss, and goes
down into the grave, that there may be “the
much fruit of the gospel, the illions saved,
the world redeemed., How dreadful, how
shuddering, the dying ; but how grand, how
blessed, the rising ! The wheat-grain is not
lost. The Christ lives, lives evermore, lives
in millions of resurrected lives. .

The grandeur of Christ’s rescrrection is
not, that on the third morniog after His
death He burst asunder the bauds of death,
unrealed the tomb, auld came forth in power
to live and love. It is this rather, that in
Him, and with Him, and becanse of Him,
there avises £o tnuch—rche ages, the nations, a
dead world, an innumerable multitude of
living earnest souls. Everywhere we ser a
glad resurrection going on, a puttinz off of
the death of sin, and a patting on of a new
glad life. The reason is, the dead Christ
liveg, lives in all this wide vorld-Iife, this
vast church-work and spiritual energy, this
waking nv to power that throbs and pulsates
in all lands.

Thus, out from yonder sepulchre, where
lay the dead-Son of God, burst forth the glad
havests of the world’s salvation, and the
glory to come, and how much the fruit.

Now, in conclusion, we may find here, 1
thinlk, two or three practical thoughfs. And
one is, let us not spare ourselves. God did
not spare His one Son. Our Lord did not
spave His one life, His blood, Himself. We
think we have the wheat. No such wheat
asoura. e have more of truth than others
have. We have ability, genius, skill, tal-
ent. Yey, we have the wheat that no one
else bas, and we are proud of it, and we
want to keep it. We put it in a box of cnri-
ous design, dnd only now and again we bring
it od,"not to sew it, but to let it beseen, to

make a display of it, to let the gem of our
genius sparkle, to let our talent dazzle the
eyes of the wonderiog geping woul.

Ah ! wheat i3notto be kept;itis to be
sown. Go'd is not to be hoarded. Talents
are not to bo buried ; they are to be used, If
you have ability in any way, let the world
have the kenefts of it. If you have some.
thing to s1y that, others need to hear, itis
laid upon you to sayit. If you have an
eloquen.e in your soul, voice it in some way.
If you have thonghts that are throbbing
within you for ntterance, tel' them or write
them, and let the world have the benefit of
them. You cannot do a worse thiog for
yourself, uor for the world, than to bury
your talent, board your gnld, cover up your
light, box up your wheat, spare yourself,
save your life.  You are standing in your
own light, quenching the fice of your own
grains losing all the grandeur of life.  Our
Lord wisely says : Save your lLife, and you
lose it ; lose it for His sake, anil you save it.
Aad you can uniderstand that : Keep your
wheat, and after a while ¥ 'u lose it ; but sow
it; and thenyou find it. And so with genius,
ability, wortb, truth., If you want your
gold to shine, keep it in circulation. Aand if
you want to shine yourself, do all the good
you caun, spare not yourself, Better to wear
out than rust ont.

«It abideth alone.” If the firat wheat-
grain had been content to abide alone, what
a luss to the wo-ld, what a curse to itself !
If the Christ had b-en satisti-d %o abide
ulone ; ii he had kept himself to himself, and
not tried to do any good, to save any one,
to hielp any one, what a loss to the world,
and what a loss to himself ! See him yonder
with adoring myriads of redeemed souls
around him ¥ Oh the joy !

And ace you, my hearer, content to abide
alone, to live for your poor little wratched
self? Youare not tryingin any way to do
gnod, to sweeten any bitterness, to help any
one ton better life, to befriend any cause.
No one ever takes you by the hand aad says:
“Thank you for the kindness; you cannot
understand how it helped me in iny neced.
Tbavk you for those earnest words; they
saved my soul ! 1 owe all I am or ever will
bo to-them. When I stand at God’s right
haad, I will tell the Lord that nexc to him-
self, you are my saviour.”

Think of gcing alone to Heaven.  People
will ask who he x; as they see you on the
streets of new Jergsalem, for (})eop]e are
known there for the good they did, and no
one will knowyou. You relieved no wans.
You cheered no sad life, no comfortless
home. You visited no sick one. Yourmoney
found its way to no charity, no mission
scheme, You did no good and you are alone.
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Oh let not such & curse he mine ; let it not be
yours ! Let us sow ourselves. Thus may
the story of the wheat-grain teach us, inspi ¢
us : “Verily, verily, I say uoto vou, except
o corn of wheat fatl into the ground and die,
it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit.” Amen.

*BE'S COMING TO-MORROW 1

$The night i far spent ; the day is at hand.”
BY MRS. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE.

My soul vibrated for a momens like a harp.
Was it true? The nighe, the long night of
the world’s groping agony-and b ind desire—
is it almost over ? 1s the day at.haud ?

Again : “They shall see the Son of Man
coming in & cloud, with power and great
glory? And when these things begin to
come to pass, theu lift up your bheads for
your redemption draweth nigh.”

Will this really ever happen ?  Will this
solid, commmonplace earth see it? Will
these skies brighten and flash ? and will up-
turned faces iu this city be watching to see
Him coming ?

So our minister preached, and for moments-

I felt a thrill of reality in hearing, But, as
the well-dressed crowd passed down the aisle,
my neighbor, Mr. Stockston,whispered to me
not to forget the meeting of baok directors
on MoncCay evening, and Mrs. Goldthwaith
poured into my wifc’s ear a charge not to
forget her party on Chwisday ; and my wife,
as she cime nut, asked me if I had observed
the extravagaut toilet of Mrs. Pennyman.

“So absurd,” she said, ‘“when her income
cannot be half what ours is. and I never
think of sending to Paris for my things; I
should look on it as morally wrong.”

I spoke of the sermen.  *“Yes,” said my
wife, ‘‘what a sermon—so solemn ! so
solemn. What could be more powerful than
such discourses? My dear, Ly-the by, dun't
forget to change Mary's opal ring for a dia-
mond one. Dear me ! the Christmas pres-
ents were all s0 on my miod, and I was
thinking of them every now aud then in
church ; and that was so wrong of me!”

“NMy dear,” said I, “‘sometimes it seems
to me as if our life were unreal. We go to
church, and the things that we hear there
are either true or false. If they are true,
what things they are ! For instance, these
Advent sermons. If we are looking tor that
coming, we ought to feel and live differently
from whatwedo! Do we really believe
what we hear in church? Or is it & dream "

*T do believe,” said my wife, earnestly
(she is a good woman, my wife,) *“yes I do
believe, -but it is just as yousay, O dear!I
feel as if I am very worldly—1 haveso much
to think of !” and she sighed.

So did I'; for I knew that I, too, was very
worldly, After a pause I suid, ‘‘Suppose
Christ should really come this Christmas,
and it should be authoratively announced
that He would be here to-morrow ?”

“*I think,” said my wife, “there would be
aome embarrassinent on the part of our great
men, legislators, and chief councillors, in
anticipation of o persunal intervisw. Faucy
a meeting of the city Council to arrenge a
reception for the Lord Jesus Christ !”

“Perhops,” said I, *He would refuse all
offers of the rich and great.  Perhaps cor
fashionable churches would plead for his
presence in vain. He would not’bo in pala-
ces,

“01” sid my wife earnestly, “If I
thought onr money separated us from Him,
I would give it all—yer, all—might I only
see Him.”

She spoke from the bottom of her heart,
aud for a moment her face was glorified.

“Yon will see Him some day,” said I, ‘“‘and
the money that we are willing to ﬁve«up at
u W?I'd from Him will not keep Him from
us.’

II.

That evening the thoughts'of my waking
Lours mirtored themselves in a dream.

1 seemed to be out'walking in the streets,
and to be conscious of a strange, vague sense
of someshing just declated, of which all were
speahing with an air of mystery,

There was a whispering stilluess around.
Groups of men standing ut the corners of the
streets, and discussivg an impending some-
thing with suppressed voices. :

I heard one say to another, “Really com-
ing? What? to-merrow 2’  And the others
said, *“Yes, to-morrow : on Chiistmas Day
He will be here.”

It wag night. Qhe stars wero glittering
down with a keen and frosty light ; the shops
glistened in their Christmas array ; but the
same sense of hushed expectancy prevaded
everything. There seemed to be pothing
doing ; and each-person looked wistfully on
his neighbor as if to say, ““Have you heard?”

Suddenly as I walked an angel form was
with me, gliding softly by my side. The
face was solemn, serene, and calm.  Above
the forehead was & pale, tremulous, phos-
phoric radiance of light, purer than any on
earth—light of a quality so different from
that of the street lamps, that my celestial
attendnnt seemed to move in a sphere alone,

Yet, though I felt awe, I felt a sortof con-
fiding love as I said, *Tell, me, i3 it really
true ? Is Chiist coming ?” - ’

‘“He is,” said the angel.
will be hers 1"

“What joy " I cried.

*“To.morrow He
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*Is it joy ¥ said the angel. ¢‘Alas, to
many it 1s only terror ! Coine with me.”

Yu 1 moment I seemed to be standing with
him in a parlor of one of the chief palaces of
the city. A stout, florid, bald-headed man
was-seated at o table covered with papers,
which he was dorting over with nervous anxi-
ecy, muttering to himself as he didso. On
n sofa lay a sud-looking, delicate woman, her
emaciuted hands clasped over a little book.
Tueroom was, in ali its appointments, a
witness of a boundlsss wealth, Gotd and
silver, and gems, and foreiga furniture, and
costly pictwies, and articles of virtu—every
thing that mouey could buy—were heaped
together ; and yet the man himeolf seeined
to me to have been neitber elevated nor re-
fined by the confluence ot all these treasures
He seemed nervous and uneasy. He wiped
the sweat from Lis brow, and spoke—

«I don’t know, wife, how you feel, but I
don’t liko this news. I don’t understand it.
It puts a stop to everything that I know
anything about.”™

“'Oh, John !" said the womaan, turning to-
wards him a face psle and fervent, and clasp-
ing her bands, “How can you say so 2"

And, as she spoka, I could see breaking
out above her head a tremulous light, like
that above the brow of an angel.

“\Well, Mary, it’'s the truth,
if Isay it. Idon’t waut to mest—well, 1
wish He would paricoff. Wha* doss He
wan’t of me? I’ bo willing to make over—
well, three million to fcund a hospital, if
He'd be satistied aud let me goon.  Yes, I'd
give three millivus —to buy off from wu-
morrow.”

Is Ee not cur best Friend”

“‘Best Friend !’ said the man, with alo .k,
of half fright, ba!f anger  *“Mary you don's |

I don't care

know what you ave talking about! TYou
know I alwaya hated those things. There's

no use in it ; I can’t see into them. In fact,
I hate them,”

She cast on hiin a look foll of pity. “Can-
not I make you see ¥ she said.

“No, indeed, you cau’t. Why, lonk here,”
he adde:, pointing to the papers, *‘here is
what stands for millions! ‘Fo-night it’s
mine ; and to-morrow it will be all so much
wasto paper ; aud then what have I left?
Do you think T canrejoice? I'd give half,
I'd give- yes, the whole, not to have Him
come these hundred years.” She stretched
oult):ei: thin hand towards him, but he pushed
it back.

“Do you see,” said the angel to me solemn-
Iy, *betwegn him and her there is a ’great
gulf fixed.”” They have lived in one house
with that gulf between them for years! She
cannot go to him 4 he caanot go to her, To-
morrow she wiil rise to Christ as a dewdrop

to the sun ! and he will call to the mountains
and rocks to fall on him—not because Christ
hates him, but becauss'he hates Christ.” :
Again the scene was changad.  We stood
together in a little low attic, lighted: by one
small lamp—~how poar it wus—a broken
chair, a rickety tuble, a bed in the cornor
whero the litile ones were cuddling close to
one aaother for warmth. Poor things! the
air wus 8o frosty that their breath congealed
upon the bed clothes, as they talked in baby
voices : ‘“When mother comesshe will bring
us romme supper,” said they.  *“But I'm so
cold,” eaid the little outsider. “Gat in the
middle, then, ” said the other two, ‘‘and
wo'll warn you.  Mather promised she’d
make a fire when she cume in, if that man
would pay her.” *‘What a bad'man be is,”
said the elidest hoy, “*he never piys mother
if he can help it.” .
Jfust then the door opened,and a pale, thin
woman cyme in,laden with packages.
She laid »ll down, and came to her child-
ren’s bed, claeping her hands in rapture.
+Toy ! joy, children ! O joy, joy ! Christ
iscomwyg ! He will be here t6 murrow.”
Every little bird in the nest was up, and
littlo arns around the mother's neck ; the
children believed at once. They had heard
of the g od Jesus. He had beey their moth-
er’s only Friend through mwy a cold and
huigry day, and they doubted not He was

cominy. . .
*0, mother, will He tuke us? He will,

won’r He 77

“Yes, my little ones,” she said softly,
smiling to herself, “He shall gather the
lambs with his arms, and carry them in
his basom.”

Sudde ly again, another scene was pres-
ent.

We stood ia a lonely room, where a wo-
man_ as sitting with her h-ad howed for-
ward upon her hands, Alone, forsaken,
slandered, she was in bitterness of spirit.
Hard, cruel tongnes had spoken her name
with vile assertions, and a theughtless world
had helieved. There has been a babble of
accusations, acrowd te rvejoice in iniquity,
but few to pity. She thought herself alone,
and she spoke : “Judge me, O Lord! for I
have walked in my integrity. I am as a
wonder unto many : bus Thou art my strong
refuge.”

In a momen$ the angel touched her, “My
sister,” he said, “be of good cheer, Christ
will be here tosmorrow.”

She started nup with her hands clasped, her

eyes bright, her whole form diiated, as she
seemed to Jook into the heavens, and said
with rapture. ‘

‘Come, Lord, and jude: me; for Thou.
knowest me altogether. Uume, Son ot Man,
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in Thee have I trusted ; let me never Le
confounded, O, for the judgment seat of
Christ 1”

Again I stood in a brilliaut room, full of
luxuiries, Three or four women were stand.
ing pensively talking with each other. Their
apavtment was bestrewn with jewelry, laces,
ailks, velvets, and every fancrtul elegance of
fashion ; but they looked troutled.

¢“I'his seems to me really nwful,” said one
with a suppressed sigh. *“IWhat tioublis me
is, I know 50 little about it.”

“Yes,” said another, ‘“and it put+ a stop
to everything! Of what use will all thege
be to-morrow ?”’

Theie was a peor geamatress in the corner
of the ruom who now spoks. **We shall be
ever with the Lord,” sh- said.

*I'm sure I dow’s know what that can
mean,” said the first speaker, with a king of
shudder, ‘‘it scems rather fearful.”

*Well,” said the uther, ‘‘it seems so sud-
den—when one never dreamed of any such
thing—-to change all at once from this to that
other life.”

©It is enough to be with Him,” said the
poor women. ¢'0, I have eo longed for it !”

¢‘The great gulf,” again said the augel.

Then again we stood «n the steps of a
church. A band of clergymen were topeth-
er ; Episcopalian, Meth:disr, Baptist, Pres.
byterian, 0id School and New School, alj
stood hand in"hand.

¢Its no matter now about these old
issues,” they faid. *He is coming ; He will
settle all. Ordinations and vrdinances, sac-
raments and creeds, are the scaffolding-of the
edifices. They are the shadow ; the sub-
stance is Christ.” And hand in hand they
turned their faces where the Christmas
morning light began faintly glowing, and I
heird them s.ying tosether, with oue heart
and oue voice — )

““Come, Lord Jesus ; come quickly.”

Nothing is easier than fault-finding ; no
talent, no self-denial, no brains, no character
are required to seb up in the grambling busi-
nesg : but those who are moved by a genuine
desire to do good have litrls time for mur-
muring or complaint.—Robert West,

Many aman put in the seed who never
saw the harvest, just as many aunother
brought home ripe sheaves on <vhich he be
stowed no lahor save that of the sickle. The
worker for Christ, therefore, is to *work in
faith, expecting the Divine hand to secure
the result. e has abundant reason to be-
lieve that good is done of whichhe has no
knowledge, and will have none unmtil the
great day.—J. W. Chambers,

THE RELIGIOUS, CONDITION OF
EUROPE.

Rev. James Johnston, in »n address at
Bolton, Fogland, said that m Belgium,
where the name of Protestant was practically
unknown in 1837 the Evangelical sociotics
had during the past fifty yesrs produced
tweniy.six congregations with 7,000 worship-
pers  In Franoe, the French We leyan mis-
sion I'ad been established for seventy years,
and with it were associnted the names of the
Gibson family, snd La Bonne Nourelle, the
best religious jowrnal in Fr-rce. Thy M’AlL
mission had now 120 salles in Paris and-the
principal cities. Probubly the most influen-
tial organization was La Centrale, belonging
to the Reformed Church.  In Spain since
1868, 100 Prote-tant sanctuaries had been
ere tud ; and these had ftifty-six pastors,
thirty-five evangelists, and 9,000 worship-
pers. But Italy, of all the Continental lands,
was probably the chief harvest field of Pro-
testant missions ; even the Pope himself had
admitted in his recent allocution that Italy
was rapidly becoming the weakest of the
Roman Catholic kingdoms. Gloomy reports
were sent by the representatives of various
Evangelical societies from.Austria and Hun-
gary ; Germany, honeycombed with rational.
1sm and indiflerence, was exceedingly disap-
pointivg ; and Russia was unhappily grow-
ing bitter in persecution of all who rejected
the national form of worship. It was, how-
ever, cheering to Jearn that the Protestant
socicties of Europe were on the whole receiv-

ng increased support.

“The old Catholic movement still shows
sigus of vitshity. Romauists are disposed to
belittle it, and others thivk that it will not
amount to much since the death of somo of
its noted advocates.  But it still has an ea-
couraging numberof suppurters with v.gorous
and persistent lexdors. Its International
Congress is to be held September 13 14, at
Col-gue. Its strength lies in Germany,
Switzerland and Austria, and has o member-
ship in these countries of 120,000. Thero
are likewise,7,000 old Cacholics in Holland*”

According to the extreme ritvalist, one
must fast before receiving the Sacrament of
the Lotd’s Supper. Here is the rigid rule
laid down for ‘‘priests” .a a book entitled
“The Ceremonial of the Altar.” Remember,
that the fast from midnight before commun-
ion is rigorous, and thata lozenge, or a sip
of water, breaks it as effectually as the heavi«
est meal. The Church allows of no dispen-
sation or exception, except in case of one in
danger of death..
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THE STORY OF JOSLPH NEESHIMA.

No history of the work of foreign missions
in Jopan can be written without the life
story of ite most illustiious native convert,
the Yx\te lnmented Professor Joseph Neeshima
the Presidcut of the native training school of
4he American Board at Kioto.  His conver-
sion and life read like the romance of au un-
bridled fancy. He-had one of these thought-
ful minds which had an-element of prescience
init. This led him into forccastings of the
juture and of better things than he or his
countrymen had known. ~ Even as a young
boy in Tokio he read far heyond his years,
and thought, and acquirved, but without uny
accompanying devotion. He sought in the
ancient Chinesc systems of veligion and
ethics -vhat his soul wanted, an ideal of
purity not attoinable and ureatness at least
inimitable. He awvas feeling if haply he
might find God, for d.vine revelations are
granted only to seekers.  While in this hun-

ry and unhappy state of mind a friend gave
1im a little book, called the “Siory of
the Bible,” writsen by a missiooary in Ching,
and beinyg familiar with the Chinese language
he could read it. When he learned that
there was but one living and true God, who
loves and rutes his creatures for their good,
he said, *‘Thisis the God for whom I have
been looking,” and from out of his painful
vagueness of mind and soul he determined
to }g’o at all pains and hazard toward the
light.

gHe next came into further and more
definite knowledge through the study of a
wonderful tiactate by De. Bridgeman, and
. learning that its author came from the coun-

trv of religion snd civil freedom, he deter-
mined that he would not rest urtil he had
sven that land, At this time to go beyond
Japan, or become a Christian, was death.
Hedared to rizk the consequences, for hLe
had grasped the faith that GGod could save
from all perils.  An opportunity, a desper-
ate one, came to him, by which he was able
to leave Yokohama, lying flat on the bottom
of a sampan.  The boatman for some cause
was his friend, at least, so far as not to give
him away. To the challenge, “Who is
there ¢ of the police, as the bont was pass-
ing out from the Bund, the boatman replie”,
«Jtis1.” In this way he escaped out of the
house of bmndage. He wont to Hakodate,
and became th= teacher «f Father Nicholi,
tfterward the Russsan bishop.  He escaped
frum Hakodate, aud in sn Ame\ricuu schoon-
er went to Shanghai, China, :2d from this,
by a stia ge providence, was wafted 1o Bos-
ton, on « vessel owned by a moxt remarkable
man of his day in that city, Alpheus Hardy,

He was engaged firsy as a servaot, gud
oould receive no money or wages for any

other purpose.  He knew enough to commit
his life to God, perhaps more from a sense
of need than from un intelligent fuith,  He
had the right by birth to carcy two awords,
one of which he sold in Hong K:ng and
purchased a New Testament, and this was a
friend sticking cluser than s brcther on his
long and loucly journey. Inthis he learned,
an ong the first marvellous truths, the declar-
ation of John jii: 18, and this fact, lodged
in o half despairing soul,led him out of grati.
tude, to prayer, for as yet he had known iv
only as a duty.  His prayer is pathetic in
its childlike simphcity and trusttulness, “O
God ! please don’t cast me away into a mis-
erable condition, Pleuse let mo reach my
great aim.”

After his arrival in Boston, he was kept on
board the vessel ten weeks doing the most
burdensome and menitl tasks, but was con- .
stantly under the eye of the captain, who
observed his high sensa of duty, and also
that he never she ved discontent or bad tem-
per. This led him to speak of him to Mr.
Hardy, who, on learning of his good quali-
ties, his adventures and his purpuses in life,
took him as his own servaut. He-zoon came
to the conviction that he had been sent to
him in trust from God, and as such adopted
him as a member .of his family, so that at
least he reached, through loneliness, deser-
tion, darkness, moral and physical, throngh
storm and billow, the deswed haven on an-
other continent.

He was sent to Philips Academy, and
then to Ambherst College, aod then to And-
over Theological Seminary. His vareer in
these institutions of learning was in harmony
with what his adventurous, yet faithful life
had been.  Studivus, reflecting, patient in
labors, respectful to superiors, ~rateful to
benefastors, he was ever absorb.d in hopes
for the salvation of Japan.

He served the Japanese Embassy as inter-
preter while a student, and by this weans
learned the state and pro<pects of his coun-
try under-its changed condition, from which
he hxd been an exile. e made many valu.
ablle friends among the members of the Em-
Dassy, who were ot great service to him
when he returned to his work in his own
country.  After his college studies were
finished, which took ten years, he was ore
dained at Bostor, on the 24th of September,
1884. He was present at a public meetin;
of the American Board, and made an appea
for his distitnte country, and that he might .
have the means for the founding of an insti-
tution like those in which he had been cdu-
cated. He waited 2 moment after uttering
his last sentences, as if thinking whether any
more could be said, when the Hon. Peter
Parker of Washington City, arose and said
he would give $1,000,  Others contributed
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at_once until the amount reachsd §5,000.

His return was in great light and joy as
contrasted with his departure, <whioh was
amidst darlness and forebodings.  All was
changed. He could go where he pleascd, and
could tell the wonderful story, and relate all
his experiences in Jearning it, He began
telling it out of a redecined heart to ns peo-
le. At the home of hig parents in Annaka,
he largest heathen temple was opened for
his use, and that was too small to hold the
multitude which came to hear him. Io this
henthen temple trophies of the cross were
gathered, and in that town is & memorial of
his short but glodious life in & lurgo self-sup
porting church, He was directed by God to
the field of his fmture labo.s.

Kioto, one of the oldest, must historic and
sacred cities in Japan. has been the home
and throne of kingd for ages. It is in the
sightdof the famous and historic Lake Biwa,
where the fiercest battles of the past had
raged. At the brain-ceutre of national life
through the old centuries of Japanesa his-
tory, a Christian institution was founded.
Neeshima socured, through the favor of
friends in the goverument; out of apprecia-
tion of his genius alone. for at that time
there was no real sympathy with his religion,
a piece of ground adjoining the palace gar-
den, an there established a boarding-school
or seminary for girls, in which we heard- reci-
tations, reading and music, and some of the
gospel hymus sung in good taste and with
much pathos, by the native girls.

Near by is a college for Loys and young
men. One of the buillings is a haudsome
brick stencture, with recitation, library and
society rooms. There is o chapel or church,
all finished in_heed-woud, most of the work
on which, no-doubt came from home. There
is a dormitory awl dining room arranged ac-
cording to the habits, tastes, modes, and
kind of eating peculiar to the country. There
Is, on the same ground, a Theological Sem-
suary in which are consecrated and learned
pative teachers working with the foreign
tezchers.  There were about two bundred
students in the English and scientific course,
and about thirty in the Theological Semin-
aey.

t'he influence of the great and good man,
Joseph Neeshima, bas had much to do in
shapig Japan iato its present mould,so hape-
ful for the future. He was universaily re-
spected ; men of State took counsel of him,
confided in his.judgment, revered his pat-
riotigm, observed his piety, his purenessand
{rueness. 1t is said:that Phidias so wrought.
his own*image on the shield of Minerva that
it could be tarned in no way that his face
would not appear. The departed Joseph
Neeshima’s. moral and intellectual image is.

80 wrought into the new life of all Japan that
it will never appear even in history without
o halo about it.

In these ear'y vears there wers wonderful
manifestations of divine pcwer—suvenes that
were thrifling, when were opened the minds
of men in darkness to the revelations of di-
vine truth. In the year 1572 while tha few
migsionaries, (of whom it w-ght huve beeon
anid, “‘what ave these among so many
were eng.2ing in the services of the week of
prayer, the Pentecnstul period of the Church
during the Jast thirty years, an English
meeting was held in Yokobama, and o num-
ber of Japwnese students nstended, who ha'l
been inatructed by the missionuies in pri-
vate olasses. The Scriptures read were from
the Acts of the Apostles, and contained that
wonderful description of how God poured
out his Spirit on the bations gathered

together. As the natives heard of these
wondrous manitestations of divine power,
they fell on their knees and prayed God to

pour out his Spirit in like manner on Japan.
These prayers were so earnestand importun-
ate that the English and American migginn-
aries were awe-stricken. They said to each
other, ¢“Did you ever heac anything like
this ?” Christian, Boglish and American
sailors, captains, physicians, scholars and
travellers said, ‘“These prayers of the Ja-
panese take the heart out ot us ”  The im-
pulse of those simple, trustfal and earpest
metive prayers led to the organization of a
church in March, 1872. at Yokohama, with
a membership of twefve.

The first Protestant chnrch at Yokohama
held its fifteenth anniversary i 18587. These
exercises greatly iuteiested the native popu-
Iation, It was attended by all clusses, and
the progress was appreciated. The coutrast
betweeu its fiftecuth anniversary and its be-
ginning was so great that it could only bo
said, What wonders hath God wrought in
the earth ! In the heginniug there was not
only no sywpathy with the movement, but
the spectres of death avershadowed it, for
then a public avowal of Christiahity invelved
danger aud death. Now Christianity is tol-
erated by the most bigoted, is protected by
the government, is respected by the people,
and is revered and loved by multitudes who
would suffer death rather than give it up,
There are at least twenty thousand church-
es, nearly three hundred pastors and evan-
gelists, and about two humndred natives
studying for the ministry, and‘of this Hrst
congregation, which came out of the prayers
of the Christian Japanese, as Pentocost came
out of the prayers of the one hundred and
twenty of 3:(5 upper room in Jerusalem, nine
¢hunches have grown. Fifteou preachers and
catechists have beensent forth fiom this cen-
tre of apiritual power.—Rev. Dr. Mutchmoer
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A YOUNG MAN'S TUREE CHOICES.

There are three vitally important choices
to bo made by voung men—about which a
fow plain hints may be portinent and wseful.
The fivst one is lus ocenpation.  **Ho who
does not bring up his son for a trade, brings
up-u boy for the devil”—is an ancient Jew-
ish proverb. In America too many of our
native-born youth eschew o mechanical trade
as vulgar, and go scouring about for some
cagier “‘situation.”  If Benjamin Franklin.
the printer, and Roger Sherman, the shoe-
maker, were alive now, they would tell their
young countrymen what u foolish mistake
many of thewn are making.,  So would Vice-
President Wilson and Governor Banks, who
soid that he “‘graduated from an institution
which had o factory bell on theroof and a
water-wheet at the hottom.”

In.selecting your occupation, endeavour

first to find out what the Creator
made-you for.  Consult your natural bent
and tatent. If you hive a talent fortrade

then you may venture into a counting-room
or store. If youhave a native skill in chem-
istry; and-are made for a doctor, then study
moalcine. If your mathematical capacity fit
you for it, you maybe un engineer.  No one
ever fails in life who uniderstands his forte.
and few ever succeeded in life who do not
understand it. Seek for a useful, produe-
tive calling ; and cteer clear of a career of
“gpeculation” as you would of a gambling
den or o glass of gin.  Don’t be ashamed to
begin at the bottom and work up. Remem-
ber that every occupation is honourable in
which you can serve (iod and your fellow
men, and keep a clean conscience.

KEEP YOUR WORD

A story s told of a gentluman who visited
Prerident Lincoln, and who was in the halnt
of making promises m.re fieely thas he
kept thom.  In order to induce one of Mr.
Lincoln’s boys t.sit on his lap, the gentle-
man offered *to give him a charm which he
wore on his watch chain.  The boy climed
juto his lap. Fmally the gentleman arose to
go, wkea Mr. Lincoln said to him. “‘Are you
going to keep your prumise-tv my boy ¥’
“What promise?” said the visitor. “You
said you waould give him that charw 2 *Oh,
X could not,” said the visitar. It is not
only valualle, but [ piize it as a heir-loom.”
“Give it to him,” said Mr. Linculn, s ernly.
¢ woull not waat him to kuow that I en-
tertsined one who had no regard for his
word.” The gentleman coloured, undid the
charm, and handed it to the boy. and went
away with a lesson which he was not likely
soon to forget, and which others may profit
by learning.—Ex.

VACATION RELIGION.

“ Daniel,” says Mr. Mooly,” ““had a kind
of religion that would bear transporta ion,
it stond the jiurney from Jerusalem to Bab.
ylon, and_was just as goud abroad as at
home." Religion that will stand transport.
ntivn inchot weather is comparativaly searce.
Too many Christiona feel that white the
sumumer resting spell frees them from many
business or social claims, it entitles them to
complete exemption from religious oblig-
ations,

Take, for example, the young Sunday-
school teacher who has just left this pleasant
little sojousrning place. We will call his
name Legion, for heis many. There ianoth-
i g veiy-bad about him ; only when he left
lns city home and chiurch he put away his
responsibilities as a Christian until fall.

How much depenis upon the first Sunday
away from home? Mr. Legion appeared
very late, evidently ‘off duty.” He had
provided alinost everything elsa for his trip,
but overlooked the Sunday reading, and so
was fain to content himself with what he
could find upon the little marble-tupped cen-
tro table : n few last year's papers, and the
t“INustrated Cyclopedic Compeundium of
i{atdure’e ‘Wonders,” .or something of the
sind. -

The day was spent in chatting and joking
with other guests, and getting acquuinted
with pew arrivals,. To be sure, he did de-
cline an invitation to go fishing (did not even
publicans do the same ?) but he improved the
opportunity to pick up some information
about some near-by trout streams, and, I
thivk borrowed something needed tu com-
plete his tackle.

Some good reasons prevented his getting
to church a single Sunday during his stay.
In the day-time it was always too hot} one
evening he was too @msthetic—wanted to go
up on the hill and watch the sunset; next
week he was practical, and miust needs go
and see the cows milked.

Now, he has left for home and no one here
dreams that he'is a servant of Christ, but it
is to be hoped that he will feel res‘ed when
hi® Christian year of nine months recom-
mences in the fall.

By way of coutrast,there is the young fellow
with whom I roomei two years ago at o
boarding-houss on a Vermont farm. He
worka just as hard every day of the week as
our friend Legion, and was in the country
for a needed vacation, but did’nt find it any
more tiring to talk to 8 man with his eternal
welfare in his ‘mind, then to cross-question
him about the five residences: in the neigh-
‘borhond.  Although he might rest from his

own ‘husiness, he was always aboat his
“Father’s business. "So, there were many op.
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portunities for usefulness which he eaw and
improved, without imparing a particle the
value of his sojouru in the country.

Almost as soon as he arvived he expressed
his desire to uttend chuwich on Sunday, and
it boing uuderstondl that a conveyance was to
be provided, so many others decided to %o
also, that a regular arrangement was made
for the senson.

Then he stayed after service to the poor
little Sunday school, astonishing the half-
grown lads hanging round under the trees,
who hadn’t seen a young man io the place
since they grew ton big to go themselves,
And how delighted were the faithful but dis-
couraged few who were struggling to sustain

their feeble little school, to hear a fresh voice:

among them and learn that at least some-
body had crme to the big farmhouse who
cared enough about their corner of the Lord’s
great havvest field to come over and bear a
hand. After school how they welcomed him,
while some of the scholars waited to see a
eal city Christian. and others gazed admir-
ingly at the first half-dollar ever discovered
in the Sunday school collection.

That same afcernoon a mountsin waggon
stopped at the gate and the driver came in

to arrange for s trip during the week to-
Huckleberry Falls. Ouar friend had beeu-

anxious to take the ride, but stood-flrm ; he
didn’t do business on Sundsy, even if it was
quite inconvenient not to, and so the whole
plan fell.through. Teams were scarce, and,
as it turned out, he lost his only chance to
go; but if he had heard some remarks about
“ coneistent professors” made in a certain
stable that night, he would have felt well
repaid for his dixapointment.

Then it was he who staited the singing of
Gospel hymuos ¢n Sunday even'ngs. Havin
induced the youny lady who used to warble
“In the Gl aming” and similar selections to
agree befocehand to play, and secured cne or
two others to lead off, the rest joined in
readily, and before he left the fashion was
sot for all summer.

But, best of al}, there was Tom, who did
the chores ; no body else was ever able to
influence the boy, but our friend quite won
him over, and will'be the making of him yet.
T know he has written to him or sent him
baoks several times since he was there. He
must have made friepds with him by “talk-
ing horse " industriously at every opportuni-
ty from the day he came. On his last even-
ing at the farm I stumbled across them out
in the barn, and a kindly hand was on the
boy’s shoulder, and an earnest voice that
went struight to his heart was telling him,
what he had already learned to see, how
noble and manly and blessed a thing it is to
lead the life of a consistent Christian, in hot

.homes of their people.

weather or cold, in wet or in dry, labouring,
¢ whether at home or absent, to bo acepted
of Him."—N., Y, Observer,

THE HOMES OF THE PEOPLE,

The perpetuiuy of our present civilizaticn
depends upon vhe sepnrate and distinct
maintenance of vwo relations in life, viz:
the commercial and the domestic, the public
and the private, the world and the home—
the strife and rivalry of life on one eide, and
the sweet peace of domestic concord on the
other, Man never approached civilization
until he began to recognize the necessity,
the value, the glory of a home life. The
most progressive nations to-day are those
which are founded upon, and lend the force
of the Government to preserve inviolate the
The greatness of
Amwmerica is due mare to this sonrce than to
wise statermanship or great military achieve-
ment.

Admitting that woman is the equal of man
in mental qualities, what could be more pro.
per than that she should have the sphere of
home for her especiul care and responsibility?
How could greater honor be conferred upem
her thun to make her presiding genms of one
of the two foundation stones of our civiliza-
sion? Itisa vecognition of her superior
virtues, her innate refisement and gentleness,
that to her care is committed the shaping of
the domestic lifeof hoth sexes, and the un-
folding of character at its tenderest period.

Which stands in the more honorab e—ray,
the more glorious—attitude towards the
community, the man who has had a succes-
ful business carear and has gained a fortune,
whose check i3 ulways honored, and whose

£ | name is a synonym for integrity and up-

rightness, or the woman who has trained up
a family of children in the way of honor and
virtue? Which of them has confecred the
greater and more lasting benefit upon the
community ? The man simply reached out
and drew to himself of that which other men
had possessed. The woman created some-
thing in that she implinted in the breasts of
the little ones given her the sceds of truth
aad righteousness, and the nutured them
until they had-blossomed into splendid mnn-
hood and womanhood. The man acquires
éash, the woman builds character, While
the man engages in the struggle with his
fellows, the woman is laboring in the service
of heaven itself when she is bringing up a

enerstion of men and women who will be

etter than their pred 8. The noblest
ambition of any generation is to bring up
their children to a Ligher conception of life
and ié‘.s purposes than they themselves pos-
sessed,
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Now let any intelligent person consider
the probablo fate of society if the young
women of our day aro encouragsd to abandon
the purer influences, the sheicor of home life,
and engage in tho strife for gain, during the
formative poriod of their lives. Their inevi-
table destiny is to become wives and moth-
ers, Do the gentlest, - the tenderest, the
most devoted wives and mothers graduate
from the store and workshop ? Itis writfen
that *‘no man can serve two masters.” Neith.
er can man or woman develop their quabfi-
cations for the holiest purposes of life 'm an
atmosphere wherein selfishness prevails.—

- Chicago Specimen.

THE SABBATH MOVEMENT IN
EUROPE

For decades past the Sabbath has com-
manded but little recognition and respect on
the.Continent. But recently a change in
public sentiment and governmental action is
manifesting itself. Incentral and northern
Europe, especially, the movement in favor
of a better Sabbath obssrvance is assuming
encouraging proportions. It is rallying toits
support able and influential men aud is tak-
ing o deep aud growing hold upon the con-
soience aud heart of the people. It is not
conined to any oné body of Christians, but
engages the sympathy and co-operation of
Protestants and Roman Catholics alike. It
aims atthe otherthrow of the so called
European Sabbath and demands a civil and
religious rest day.

In Great Bi¥%ain we naturally expect to
finda 5eneral friencliness toward, and a co-
operation indefence of the Christian Sab-
bath., Scotland hag been among the fore-
most in maintaining and honoring it accord-
ing to its original institution. Her people
can attest the advantaga thus Jerivad. There
are abundant evidence that she means to
stand by it in The future asin the past, and
is ready to lend a helping haud to extend its
blessings o other lanus,

As to Eagland, there is both among the
upper and lower classesa rising demand that
the English Snbbath shall not only be pre-
served but be better observed. Speaking up
on the subject Mr Gladstone says, “ft seems
tn me unquestionable that the observance of
Surday rest has taken deep root both in the
convictions and the babits of the immense
majority of my country. If it appears to
many of them a necessity of spiritval and
Christian life, others not less numerous de-
fend it with equal energy as a social neces-
sity. The working class is extremely jealous:
of it, and iz opposed 'not merely to its
avowed-abolition, but to what might indi-
rectly tend to that result. Personally, I have

always endenvored, as far as circumstances
have allowed, to exercise this privilege, and
now, nearly at the end of a laborious public
career of nearly fifty-seven years, I attribute
in great part to that cause the prolongation
of my life and the preservation of the facul-
ties that X may still possess, Inregard tothe
masses, the quostion is still more important;
it in the question par cacellence

The German and Austrian governments
aro seeking by legislation to secure better
Sabbath observance.  Germany, so long in-
different to the subject, now taﬁes ndvanced
gouml aad has introduced a measnre in the

oichstag for granting to the working peo-
ple the enjoyment of a Sunday rest, and
when this legislative body acts upon it they
can claim it-as a civil right, In Alsace.Lor-
raine, now a German province, monster pe-
titions have been signed usking for a Sabbath
reform, One was started by Roman Catho-
lics and received over one hundred and forty
thousand rignatures, many Protestants sign-
ing it.  Anotber petitior was circulated by
Protestants and signed by six thousand per-
sons.

In Austria ordinaoces have been- lately

-passed prohibiting many kinds of vccupation .

upon the Sabbath, among them the printing
of newspapers,

But perhaps the most remarkable sign of
prohibitiog many kinds of occupation upon
the Sablath day appears in France,
which has heretofore been the most pro-
nounced anti-Sabbath European nation. A
few years ago there was the cry “no God—
no Sabbath.” Now a most wonderful change
appears. There is an increasing popular
sentiment. in favor of the Sabbath as a day
of rest. Lately the Paris Sabbath Society
offered piizes for essays upun the better ob-
servance ot the Sabbath, and received manu-
seripts frum forty-one competitors, the con-
test being limited to the working men. It
is said that the masses are tiring of the
bondage of a secularized Sabbath under
which they have been sn long groaning, and
are sesking to throw off the gallug chaius
caused by seven days weekly labor.

Their voice is being heard in their Cham-
ber of Deputies. A few weeks ago, during

‘the-discussion of the bill for the regulation

of the hours of labor for children and women,
the Deputies voted that one day in seven
should be a rest day. The motion was then
made to.insert a clanze fixing Sunday as the
propex and recognized rest day. The propo-
sizfon obtained the vote of two hundted and
ten Deputies.  Though.it failed to receive
legislative sanction, yet so large a vote in its
support is both an encouraging and signj-
ficant sign, Ten years ago such & proposi-
tion would have been scoutgd at and ridi-
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culed, and have scarcely commanded a dozen

otes, while now ¢ near'y carried & majority
of the Chamber. At the rate of piogress
thus indicated, it will not be long before
France will have her Sabbath, ow that
her legislature says that the women and
children, at least, shall have one'day in sev-
on for rest, it is most likely that the Sabbath
day will be selected both by them and by
their employers for that purpese. In this
way there will be hronght about a practical
recognition of the Sabbath.as a day of secu-
larrest. S ionwi 1 follow its more religious
observance. And when France government:
ally and popularly acknowledges and honors
the Christian Sabbath, a glorious season of
posperity awaits her. God’s blessing will
abide upon her free institutions, and _moral
aud spiritual favors will come to her in rich
abundance.

When Europe is thus awakening to the
crying need of a Sabbath rect day, shall
Aumericans foolishly give up the inestimable
boon at the behests of capitalists, foreigners
and secularists 2 Shall we turn it into either
a work-day or holiday ? Isnot its xight ob-
gervance as necessary to the best interests of
the working men as to the advantage of the
Christian community ? The truth iz we can-
ot afford to secularize it. We mwast allow
n6 World’s Fair to be.open on that day, nor
liquors to be sold, nor Sunday' excursion to
be run, nor Sunday newspapers io bo pub-
lished and sold, nor any of the increasing
form of Sabbath desecration among us to be
tolerated. The friends of the Sabbath must
contend and work for its sancity. The civil
law must protect it. In city and town, in
State and nation, it must be respected, up-
beld and*honored. Europe has tried the ex-
periment of a secularized Sabbath to her
bitter cost, and if we, as a people, are_wise,
we will profit by hev experience and cling to
our Americin Sabbath, with all the civil and
religious benefits which it confers.—Phil.
Press, .

¢The call for missionary re-inforcement
becomes all the more imperative when we
consider the present relative distribution of
foreign missionaries. According to the latest
revort there is in China an ordained mission-
ary to each 733,000 of the population; in
Siam one to each 600,000 ; in Corea one to
each 500,000 ; in India one to each 300,000 ;
in Japan one to each 215,000 ; in Burmah one
to each 200,000 ; and in the Soudan one to
5,000,000, The demand for more men for
the conquest of the globe must be met with
a more belizving, consecrated, prompt and
commensurate response-cn the part of Chris-
tendom.”

THE POWER OF THE WORD; OR,
AN ACTOL'S CONVERSION.

The fact that the werd of God is *“‘sharper
than & two-edged sword” is 1emarkably illus
trated in the circumstances which led to the
conversion of & man who had been an_actor
for twelve years, greatly devoted to his pro-
fession, and determined to rise to eminence
init. He afterward became 8 preacher of
the gospel, und the writer of this article
heard him give an eloquent account of his
conversion before a larpe congregation in
Washington, D. C, when he tock for his
text Numbers xxxii ¢ 23, “Ye have sinned
against the Lord your God, and be sure your
sin will find you out.”

He was at one time the mavager of a thea-
ter in one of the midland counties of Eng-
land. Men of this profession are hard work-
ing students ; at their toil all the week, and
it was usual with them when the Sabbath
came to stroll out beyond the precincts of
cities and towns, to breithe fresh air and to
rest their eyes upon green fields and folinge
in nature's quiet spots.

The first time he ever heard the words of
his text, was on one of these occasions, when
with & brother actor and intiwate friend,
they walked out on a Sabbath merning. This
friend was a highly gifted person, full of en-
thusiasm, and withal an artist, ~ They had
wandered a couple of miles into the country,
when they came upon a littie church—one of
those quaintly gothic stone churches, half-
covered with ivy, seen only in Eugland.
His companion’s artistic eye was struck with
i, and he said, ‘“‘Suppose’we go in.t*

The chuich had a solemn, sombre air,
scarcely relieved by reactions of light and
color from the stained glass of the windowe.
An aged minister was just abuut beginning
his sermon, and though he setmed tremulous
with age, the tones of his voive were firm
and clear, as he pronounced the words of the
text. ¢“Ye have sinned against the Lord your
God, and be sure your sin will find you out.”
The words shot like lightning through his
heart ; he thought, ¢‘surely these people who
have sat under the ministry of this good man
so long do not need such a sermon ; it must
be for us young reprobates:” aund he took
every word as if intended for himself alon.
After the service was over, he asked his com-
panion how he liked the sermon. “Oh," said
he, a fine style, ] advise you to imitate it.”
Mr. § ——, disappointed that his friends
feelings were not in unison with his own,
said nothing more.

His friend was much struck with the
beauty of some designs on the stained glass
behind the communion-table, and went to
he old church again a few days afterward,
tor the purpose of skatching it off, in .order

N
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to transfer it to some stage scenery. One of | These scenes were too much for him, and

the old towers of the church was undergoing
ropairs ; he stood near it, as the best point
of view. While thus engaged in his work, a
stone tell from above upon his head, crush-
ing him and leaving him a mavgled corpse
upon the spot.  Nuver, said the preacher,
could he forget the horror of that sight ; and
while he stood gazing upon the reeking re.
mains of his frieud, he seemed to hear agnin
the fearful words that had fastened upon his
soul : “*Ye have sinned against the Lord
your God, and be sure your sin will find you
ous.” Heleft the church, resolved never
again to enter another, and he did not for
years, carefully avoiding every person whoi
he thonght likely to speak at all to him on
serious subjects, lest he should hear the
dreaded words, 1t seemed as if the whole
Bible was made up of just thal sentence
alone, .
A short time afterward an actor of emin:
ence—one whose name, he said, we should
recogunize at once if mentioned, though the
Atlantic rolls between us and his grave-a
prey to conswinption, was to act a tragedy,
which ended in & death scene. He perform-
ed his part to the satisfaction of the specta-
tors, and when he fell in mucgery of death,
it was so real, that it brought down thunders

of applause as the curtain fell. Little did the-

delighted audience dream of the scene that
wasg taking place behind that curtain,  His
companions seeing he did not rise ut once,
went to him, and two little streaks of blond
from either corner of his mouth told the
whole. He was not dead, but lingered sev-
eral diys.  When he asked his physician if
there was any hope for himn, and was answer-
ed by a sol:mu shake of the head, a terrible
despair settled on his countenance, and he
exclaimed in words so familiar to him : <*Oh,
Doctor,
“Caust thou not minister to a mind diseas'd;
Pluck from the memory & rooted sorrow ;
Raze out the written troubles of the brain;
And, with some sweet oblivious antidote,
Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilousstuff
Which weighs upon the heart ¥

They were only the words of a play, but
they were fearful words !—of solemn import
then. Grasping Mr. §’s wrist, ha cried out,
“0Oh S , the theatre may do for us to
live by, but it will not do to dic by ;"—*we
have all sinned against the Lord our God,
but be sure our sin will find’ us out.” With
these words upon his lips he expired. Those
words which had hauated him ever sioce he
first heard them, now thrilled and agitated
his soul anew. Even when thinking of that
scene after the long lapse of time, he could
feel again the grasp of his dying comrade,
and hear his agonized voice.

he resolved to leave England—to fly beyond
the reach of those soul-piercing words and
forget them, if possible in another Jand. He
went to Australia for the purpose of estab-
lishing 2. theatre and gaining for himself @
name. Here, he realized §50,000. Falling
in with an American he was induced to come
to the United States and make engagements:
in New Orleans and St. Lounis. While in
the latter city, he sét himeelf to excel in
some particular character which he was to
personate, One morning he determined to
devote six hours to uninterrupted study.
He gave ordeis that he would see no one, and
must not be interrupted on auny account.
Accordingly he shut himself up in his cham-
ber.  While pacing his room intent upon his
work, he heard a rap at his door ; he resolv-
ed pot to woticeit. After a few moments he
heard it again—a gentle rap. Apnoyed and
irritated, he opened the docr violently, to
demaud who hud dared to intervapt him. He
threw open the Goor, and there stood two
ladies—perfect straugers ; for, said he, “Ove
glance was sufficient to show me they were
uo sctresses—meaning no slur on the ladies
of that profession—only, those who are and
those who are not, are readily distinguished.”

. He usked as politely as be could under the
circumstances what they wished. One of
the ladies, giving a surprised and curious
glance at the theatrical paraphernalia about
the room, hesitatingly asked if “‘he would be
kind enough tn resd this’—hending him
:omething *“What is1t 2” said he, *‘4 tract,”
was_the answer.  “If a serpent had stung
me I could not have falt worse ;” and, said
he, *‘I exclaimed with all the bitter sarcasm
I could throw into my tene. A tract! Ma-
dam, you have mistaken your pcrso‘n ;Iam
an actor ; and then he turned lis back upon
them, expacting that surprised, they would
gather their skirts about them, for fear of
contamination and go at once.  But no ! he
felt 2 hand upon Ius arm, and turning, he
saw her eyes glisten, ae she said, “Sir, the
soul of an actor isas dear to meas any other;
we have all sinned against the Lord our God,
and be sure your sin will find you out.”
They pierced his soul—thote words he had
almost forgotten—those words he had taken
so much precantion never to hear again,
With a new and stariling power they melted
away his anger, and he became a very child;
he offered the iudy a seat, and for a few mo-
ments she talked of the “‘one thing needful,”
and left him subdued and thoughtful. He
said he had always believed he should hear
those words again at some time—he felt now
that this was the last time—that if he ever
heard them again it would be at the sealing
of his eternal woe.  His resolve was made,
But the world ke would forsake never ap-
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peared more alluring—reputation, wealth,
was just before him. ~ What, said the temp-
ter, “leave all you have been toiling and
struggling after for twelve years ! and that,
too, just as your hopes of success and fame
are abuut Lo be realized ?”

Grace triumphed, however, and that very
eveaiog he sought for an .pen church—once
there, he was afraid to go in, lest he should
hear again those words he so dreaded to
hear. He paced up and down, irresolute ;
at last he summoned resolntion, and entered.
The minister’s text was “The harvest is
past, the sum. er is ended, and wo are not
saved.”

He went away deeply anxious; he could
get no rest for his soul  He then sought vut
the minister who had preached that evening,
and went to him. Actemgting to state the
object of his visit, he said hesitatingly, ¢I
come—I come,”~—and then fell upon his neck
aud burst into tears. Recovering himself,
he told his case to the minister, begging
him, if he could, to do somethiug to relicve
the intolerable weight upon his soul. With-
outa word else, the minister said, ‘Tetus
pray,” While upon his knees listening to
that prayer, he felt the mists clearing frow
his wind, the weight arising from his soul.

His brother-actors, afterwards on learning
what had taken place, said, ‘You may de:
pend S , its all an infatuation ; you’ll
soon get overit.’” He replied to them, ‘If iv
be a dream, 1 hope I may dream on till T die.

The minister to whum he applied being a
Baptist, he was led to unite with that body.
He says he could hardly believe that the
days of miracles had ceased, for he lovked
upon himself as a living monument of mira.
culous power. He spuke 80 earnestly and
eluquently of his Redeemer, thut old Chris-
tiang felt as if they had uvever yet become
acquainted with the Saviour «¢ sinners. The
whole story so simply, humbly, yet beauti
fully told, made strong men weey.”—Sel.

To Rev. R. Dawson, of Maybele, we
are indebted foran anecdote of the late Sir
Peter Coates that is worth vecording. When
sentas a boy toa boarding school in York.
shire, bis mother gave him a Bible, and
made him promise to read a chapter of it
every day. He put the Bibe beneath his
pillow that he might read it in the early
morning, but the boys soon found it out, and
began to chaff him. He at unce acknowledg-
ed the promise he had given his mother, and
said that he meant to carry it out, which at
once silenced all opposition.

GENERAL MISSIONARY CONFER-
ENCE AT SHANGHAL

Rev. J. Goforth writes to the Pres. Rev.
about the lute General Missionary Conference
in China. He says:— ““Lhirteen yenrs
had passed since the last General Conference.
The forces now. again assembled to compare
notes, and organize for more united and vig-
orous work in the future. This, indeed,
could be calléd a General Conference, for
from Manchuria on the north to Burmah on
the south, and from Formosa on the east to
the confines of Tibet ¢n the west, mission-
aries came together to the number of four
hundred and thirty.

The force convened ut Shaughei, May 7,
1890, was equal to the whole inissionary
force in China in 1877. the date of the last
conference. Some had just arrived by the
latest steamer : others had grown gray in
the service.  Fourteen of the members had
seen upwards of thirty years on the field.
Forty-six years had passed since the senior
member set foot on China. The combinod
service of the fourteen would cover five hun-
dred years. All Societies were represented,
except the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel. The greatest harmony existed. No
one could attend these gatherings for twelve
suceessive days, and hear every mission topic
discussed by men of every shade of cvangeli-
cal belief, without being convinced that the
missionary body was all one in the unity of
the Spirit  Each brigade of this missionary
army may have its own peculiar preferences;
some may prefer to raise aloft the Presbyte-
rian, others the Episcopal banner; but all
hear the rallying cry of the'Son of God, and
at His call stand shoulder to shoulder in the
day of conflict.” *

RESULTS.

Some of the results of this Conference may
be tabulated : First in importance is.

I. A Uxiox VERSION OF THE SCRIPTGRES
FOR ALL CHINA. At present there are many
different versions, causing confusion and ex-
pense. Missionaries have been hopelessly
divided on the term for God, the Americun
missionaries generally preferring one term,
the European another.  But this body of
missionaries, by almost a unanimous vote,
has decided for a single version  Thix is be-
lieved to be the crowning work of the Con-
ference.

I¥ Anotherxesult is A PrRyaxext Cod-
MITTEE o¥ UxtoN. This Comnmittes has its
representative at every "Mission centre
throughout the Empi-e.  Now, if anything
arises, calling for united action, the whole
Mission force in China will voice its decision.

I A PerMANENT COMMITTEE oX M1ssioN
Cox1Ty was also appointed.  This Commit-
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tee will bend its energies to a wiser distribu-
tion of the field, and to the settling of dis-
g}wes which may arine between the various
Mission bodies.

IV. Tue Orioyt Questioy called for a
large share of attention. Statistics told of
the alarming increase in the use of opium.
Both sexes and all classes of Chinese society
are counted amongits vietims. More vigor-
ous action and closer union with the Anti-
opium Societies of India and Britain were
decided upon.

Owing to the fact that the Chinese have
printed and circalated everywhere the most
vile and absurd reports about foreigners and
the Christian religion, many of these false
reports being even incorporated in the Gov-
ernment Blue-Books, which are placed in the
hands of governors and officials throughont
t!.e Provinces and Empires, it was decided
to memorialize the Emperor, clearly setting
forth the truths of Christianity,and beseech-
ing him to prohibit these reports which had
notthe shadow of a foundationand which
would only tend to endanger the vejatious
existing between China and foreigm powers.

STATISTICS.

The latest statistics for China give For-
eign missionaries : men, 589 ; wives, 390;
single women, 316; total, 1,205.  Of these,
172 landed in China last year. Native help-
ers ordained, 209 ; unordained, 1,260 ; female
helpers, 180 Medical work: 61 hospitals;
43 dispensaries; patients treated last year,
348,439.  Churches : organized churches,
320. Of these, 94 are whotly seli-supporting,
49 partially su.  Thirteen years ago, tho
communicants numbered 13,000; now 37,-
287, or an incrense of 185 per cent. The
givings averaged 75 cents (gold) per com-
munican'. The Amoy Christians of the Lon-
don Mission gave an average of $2 per mem-
ber last year.

The Conference sent to the Home Churches
the following :

APPEAL.

Siavena,, May, 1890
Diae Bthren tn Christ.—\We, *he Confer-
ence of Protestunt missionaries in Ching,
having just malde a specinl appeal 5 you for
a largely increased fore: of ordained mission
aries to preash the Gospel thronghout the
length and breadth of this great laud ; o
plant chwrchas + to edueste native ministers’
and helpess  tocreatea Christian literature,
and, in general, o ergage in and direct the
supreme werk of evangelizatron
aving also just made a special appeal to
you fou & largely increased foree of unordain-
ed men, evangelists, teachers and physicians
to travel far and wide, distribut ng books,
and preaching to the masses ; to lend « strong

helping hand in the great work of Christian
education, and to exhibit te China thelbe-
nevolent side of Christianity in the way of
healing the sick : therefore we do now ap-

eal to. you, the Protestant churches of
Ebristiun lands, to send to China. in response
to these calls, one thousand men within five
years from this time,  We make this appeal
in behalf of three hundred millions of unevan-
gelized heathen.  We make it with all the
earnestness of our whole hearts, as men
ow.whelmed +with the magnitude and re-
spunsibility of the work before us ; we make
it with unwavering faith in the pow.: of &
Kuen Saviour to call men into His vineyard,
ar 1 to open the hearts of those who are His
stawards to send cut and support them ; and
waz shall not cease te cry mightily to Him
that He will do this thing, and that our eyes
nmay see it.

THANKING GOD FOR OUR THORN.

Dr. George Matheson, of Scotland, is
totally blind, and yet he] is one of the most
learned and gifted men_in all Britain. He
was a member of the Pan-Presbyterian Al-
liance of Belfast 1n 15854, and no man in all
titet body of great men was heard with more
profound attention than he.  In oratorical
power he bad few, if any, equals in that
Lody of eloquent men. He spuke with such
fluency, puwer, and inagnetism that he swept
every thing before him.

t is beautiful to witness the swectness of
the spirit of the man. Although he lives,
and must always live in total darkness, yet
be is a cheerful aud happy-hearted Christiaa.
The following touching words from his pen
ought to strengthen the Christian patience
of God's afflicted children :

“Ay Gud, I have never thanked thee for -
my thorn. I have thanked thec a thousand
titnes for my roses, but not once for my
thorn. I have been 'ooking forward to a
world where I shall get comp-ngntion for my
cross, but I have never thousht of my cross
a< icself a present glory.  Thou divine love,
whose human path has been perfected
through sufferings, teach me the glory of mny
cross 3 teach me the value of my thorn.
Show me that I have chmbed to thee by the
path of pain.  Show me thot my tears.have
made my winbow.  Revesl to ne that my
strength was the product of the hour when [
wrestled until the break of day. Then shall
T know that my thorn was a gift from thee,
~nd I shail raise a monument to the hour of
of my sorrow, and the words which I shall
write upon it will be these: ‘It is good for
me that T hzve been afflicted.—Cumberland.

Preshyterian.
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THE PAPACY IN ITALY.

The Papacy cannot keep her hands off of
the public funds whenever she has an oppor-
tunity. We iknow something of her efforts
in this direction in cur own ceuntry, but it
is in Italy where she hasalways made a gain
of the State. Asan instance, Italy has in-
vested in benevolent institutions 3400,000,-
000, yet all of them are under the manipul-
ation of the Pope and his priests. In many
cases the reason for their continuance no
longer exists, as in the case of the one at
Palermo, which was erected from redeeming
slaves from the hands of the Turks. No
longer needed for its original intent, the
priesthood has diverted the money to eccles-
iastical purposes. As respects Rome, the
priests have managed to secure to the Church
nearly one-half of the whole revenue of the
charitable iastitutions. The government,
however, is not disposed to sanction auy
longer this perversion of valuable properties,
and has set up claims to thewn for more use-
ful ends and 1or the greater benefit of the
people. Its action has started an agitation
which is stirring the entire nation, ard caus-
ing sides to be taken m a way that shows
that Italy is mak'ng great progress in freeing
herself fiom the bondage of ccclusiesticsn.

WILLINGNESS TO DO LITTLE
THINGS.

et e
There are some Christians to whom th)
words of the servants of Naaman might wel
be applied. The Captain of the host of the
King of Syria was very angry because
the prophet Elisha had told Rim to do a
thing that seemed so :mnullas to be ridienl-
ous ard contemptible. He felt himself too
greata man to do such a simple thing as to
wash in the Jordan, but his servant wisely
said: My father, if the prophet had bid
thee to do some great thing wouldst thou
not have done it?®’ Ceriainly he would,
and the servant could appropriately say to
them : *“How much rather wash and be
clean”—that is, if you would do the great
thing in obedience to the command of the
propnet you certainly should be ever more
willing tc do the little thing he has com-
manded. This kind of treatment swepva-
way the bartier of pride behind which the
Syrian captain had piaced himself, andwe
are told he did ¢¢ aceording to the saying of
the man of God” and was healed. Just as
soon s3 Naaman was bronght to a true spirit
of obedicnce he was as willing to do the
small thing as the great. .
There are ye: som2 people in the world
<who need to be brought to the sane state of
mind, Any man whom the Lord wiil use in

great things must be willing to do anything.
There ave a_very few great things to be
done in the Master’s service, and a great
many people would like to do them, while
there are innumerable so called emall things
to be done, and comparatively few who are
ready to uulertake them. Some one has
said: “Onpce in a while, when a great
fortress is to be taken, God will bring out a
great field-piece and rake all with the fiery
hail of destruction. But common muskets
do most of the hard fighting. It took only
one Joshua, and the thousands of common
troops under him, to drive down the walls of
cities, and, under wrathful strokes, to make
pations fly like sparks from the anvil. It
only took one Tuther fur Germany, one
Zwingli for Switzerland, one John Knox for
Scotland, ome Calvin for Iraunce, and one
John Wesley for England, The most work
is in the rank and file of life. No man need
beidle. Put down love of place and pride.
Look around, mnot above, for work. Re-
member the nobility of service isnot in
what men call prominent or great deeds,
but in deeds, however humble and unknown,
which the King has commanded. There is
a blessing in the service and a reward awa.t-
ing that kind of work for Christ which is
done so-naturally as to be forgotren until
He shall remind us by saying, ** lnasmuch
asye did it unto one of the least of these,
ve did it unto Me.”—Young Men’s Era.

FIFTEEN MINUTES A DAY.

An excellent amatenr pianist was recently
asked how she had managed to keep up her
music. She was over forty, and had reared
a large family.  She had never been rich,
and she had had more social burdens to carry
than fall to the lot of most women. .

“How have you ever done it ¥’ reiterated
her friend, who had long ago lost the musi-
cal skill which she had gained at an expense
of years of study and thousands of dollars.

“T have done it,” replied the other, *‘by

practising fifteen minutes a day whenever
could not get more. Sometimes, for several
months together, I have been able to prac-
tice two and three hours each day. ow
and then I have taken a term of lessons, so
as to keep up with the times, but, however
busy and burdened I have been, unless
actually ill in bed, I have practiced at least
"fifteen minutes every day. That has ‘tided
me over’ from one period of leisure to an-
other, until now I have still my one talent,
at least as well improved as it ever was, with
which to entertain my friends and amuse
myself.” .

It is amazing to those who have tried it to
see whot can be accomplished by laying
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aside oven o sma%llporbion of time daily for
a set purpose. ou find your habits of re-
ligious dovotion wavering. ““The cares of
this life” are choking out the better growths.
Seize a fraction of your time and lay it aside
for reading the Bible anu for prayeir. Wo-
men will never amount to anything in any
department until they learn that the care of

“their health is a sacred duty.

Do you find your mental furnishings

growin rusty and dim? By reading a good
ook fifteen minutes each day, you cen ef-

fectually renew your ment.l vigour.

You cannot master an art by working
fifteen minutes a day upon it ; but the fruit
of years of study in literature, music or
painting can Le conserved through busy
months by the devotion of even a few min-
ntes daily, if you can get no more time, to
hard practice. Then the health can be
greatly benefitted by even a short stroll in
the open air when it is impossible to take
longer ones. It is like the proverbial saving
of the pennies and gathering up of the frag-
ments The results are simply astonishing.
—Kawte Upson Clark. in Christian Union.

TO MAKE A HAPPY HOME.

1. Learn to govern yourselves and to be
gentle and patient. :

2. Guard yourtempers, especially in seas-
ons of ill-health, irritation and trouble, and
sofien them by prayer, penitence, and a
a sense of your own shortcomingsand errors.

3. Nover speak or act until you have
Prayed over your words or act+, and conclud-
ed that Christ wouid bave done so in your
place

4. Remember that, valuable as is the gift
of specch, the gift of silence is often much
more valuab e.

5. Do not expecttoo much from others,but
remember that all have au evil nature, whose
development we must expect, and which we
should forbear and forgive, as we often de-
sire forbearance and forgiveness ourselves.

6. Never retort a sharp or angry word. It
is the second word that makesthe quarrel.

7. Beware of the first disagreement

S. Learn to speak in a gentle tone of
voice.

9. Learn to say kind and pleasant things
whenever an opportunity offers.

10. Studv the character of each, and sym-
pathize with all in their troubles, however
small.

11. Do net neglect-little things, if they
can affect the comfort of others in the smali-
est degree.

12. Avoid moodsand pets and fits of sulki-
ness.

13. Learn to deny yourself, and to prefer
others.

14. Beware of meddlers and tale-bearers.

15. Never charge & bad motive if & good
one is conceivable.

16. Be gentle, but firm, with children.

17. Do not allow your children to go away
from home at night without knowing where
they are.

18. Do not allow them to go where they
please on the Sabbath.—Sel.

e -

CHILD \WIDOWHOOD.

The Dnyanodaya of Bombay reports that
the Pandita Ramabai, in a recent visit to
Hyderabad, has secared subscriptions of
83,500 toward her home for widows and
others while secking education. In referring
to the matter th+ Duyanodaye sgeaks of the
need there is for protecting child-widows
from the violeuce of their own friends, and
says: ‘“We emphasize protoction, for our
blood boils to think such things as possible
as were secn lately by a friend of ocurs.
pretty givl, sixteen years of age, with a fair
education and the pride of her father, was
lately widowed, and in the very deepest of
her grief her ornaments were taken from
her, her head shaved, her nose-ring torn
out of her nose by two-women, and, as the
bier was being carried out, her own father,
giving her a contemptuous stroke, pus ed
her away, saying, ‘Now you are a widow,”
When we think of the utterly miserable
years that are to follow, we long to have her
and others like her in a place where they
will be protected from those who should love
and cherish them most tenderly.—ifiss
Herald.,

LIFES MISTAKES.

Somebody has condensed the mistakes of
life, aud arrived af the conclusisn that there
are fourteen of them.  Most people wanld .
say, if they told the truth, that there is no
limit to the mistakes of life ; that they are
like drops in the acean. or the sands on the
shore in number ; but it is as well to be ac-
curate.

Here, then, are fourteen areat mistakes; to
set up our own standard of right and wrony,
and judge people accordingly ; to measuve the
enjoyment of others by our own ; to expect
uniformity of opinion ia this world ; to look
for judgement and experience in youth; to
endeavor to mold all disposcitinms alike 3 not
to yield to immaterial trifles; to look for
perfection in our own actions ; to worry our-
selves and others with what can not be
remedied ; not to alleviate all that ueeds alle-
viation, as far as lies in our power; not to
make allowance for the infirmities of others ;
to consider everything impossible that e
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can not perform ; to believe only what our
finite minds can grasp ; to expret to be able
to understsnd everything. ‘The grentest of
mistakes iy to live for time alone. when any
mcnent mey launch us into eternity.—Sel.

REFLEX INFLUENCE. £

A striking illustration of the influence o
missions is seen in the case of the Hermans
burg Parish, Germany. In eighty yeare
from the time the people began their foreign
mis-ion enterprise this church had uhout 150
missionaries ana more than 200 native help-
ers in their missions, with 3,920 communi-
cants. During tbe first seventeen years of
this time the home church received 10,000
members. The reflex infucuce of the f.roign
and domestic work 1s recognized by all. The
dome of the P.ntheon at Rome sugsests to
Brunnellescbi of Florénce to build the mag-
nificent dome that for there fifty yrars has
crowned the historic church of thac city ;
Rome get: Lack her pay through Michael
Angelo, who equally at home in TFloreuce
and in Rome, building St. Peter’s church in
the latter city, taking the hint from Flor-
ence, crowns that marvel of architecture
with thenoblest dome in all the world The
hizh-domed edifice of Christianity we erect
in this Jand shall set the pattern for yet no-
bler edifices that are to stand on the great
heights ot foreign lands ; whera they, in turn
incorporating such beauty and glory as the
genius of other peopie shall indicate in the
edifices they rear, shall make the hopeful
suggestion to American herself in turn, to
build all the mightier and nobler structure
for the King of kings.

Some of the theologicil colleges of the
Church of England a:e beconting recruiting
or training resorts for Rome.  Cuddesdon
College, near Oxford, has for years been a
prolific sourca of Romanizing ir.fluences and
tendencies. Now Pupal recruits may be ex-
pected from Ely Colicge, judging from the
character of the devotional booksin vogue
there, and advertised as sui.able for usxe
mong its youug theolrgues.  Amony the
latest of the kind is one called, ¢+he Lesser
Hours of the Sarum Breviary.” - Among its
regulations are **The Hour Services for the
Feast of Relics!” Throughnut its pages the
idolatreus saiut is ¢ nspicuous in the form
of doing homage to the saints. —Phil. Pres.

“To some people the art of waiting ie
much harder to learn than the art of labour-
ing. Itiseasier todoand to see theim-
mediate results of our doing, than to be
patientand wait for resnlts whose manifesta-

tions must be long postponed,  The youth-
ful husbandman would like to dig up the
seeds justto see if they have Dlegun to
sprout. Tha matare husbandman.in other
fields of life issometimes ton anxivus to plant
before he bas ploughed, too eager to haivest
before the crop is fully ripe. = I. ull moral
and social reform, patience is an important
element. We must learn not only to lubour,
but to wait, ‘Che mills of God grind slowly.
We cannot hasten them by changing belt or
gearing, {6t is well to remember that they
grind exceeding small.”

A MOTHER'S HEART.

We ought to watch closely the character
of the memories we leave in our homes. Qne
persou has left this testimony : ‘"Many\ a
uight, as I vemember lying guietly in the
little upper chamber, before sleep came on,
there would be a geutle footstep on the
stair, the doos would noisely open =nd in a
maoment the well known form, softly gliding
through the darkpess, would appear at my
Yedside. First, there would be a few pleas-
ant enquiries of affection, which gradually
deepened into words of counsel.  Then,
kneeling, her head close to mioe, her most
earnest hopes and desires would flow fourth
in prayer, ller tears bespoke the earnestness
of her desire. I seem tofeel them yeb where
sometimes they fell en wy face. The pray-
ers often passed out of thought in slumber,
and came not to mind again for yeuars, but
they were not Jost. I willingly believe they
were an invisible bond with heaven that se-
cretly preserved me while I move carelessly
amid numberless temptations, and walked
the brink of crime.” Isitnot worth while
for every mother to try to weave such
memoies iuto the early years of her child-
ren’s lives ?

“Up to the ist of April last 5,000 students
in America had signed the volunteer pledge,
declaring that they are willing und desirous,
God permitting, to be foreign missionaries,
Of these 525 have completed the r course of
study, and 250 have already goune to the
foreign ficld.” ’

THE CHURCH AND AMUSEMENTS.

Gud uever intended the Church to vie with
the world a3 an amusement.caterer, cither in
the way of raising money for its needs or for
a-tracting crowds upwn its rervices. In his
day there were those who wade his temple
the seat of merchandize, and when Jesus
came to it as ite Lord and Purifier he rose in
his indigaution and expelled the.d esecrator
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with a scourge of cords. Were he personally
to visit some of our churches to day he might
find occasion to apply the lash to thote who
desecrate his ranctuary by kissing plays, and
raffles, and theatricals, and other question-
able practices. In their cagernees to increase
the church funds there is a disposition among
too many persons to adopt snd countensnce
the principle that the eud justifies the meaus,
and so they sanction alinost any method that
will attract the multitude and unloose the
purse-strings.  But certainly -this subordm-
ation to the worldly taste and appetite in or-
der to (ill a depleted treasury, or thisrage
for church entertainmems, has gone too far,
and it is time a reformation was introduced,
The craze in this diiection is bringing the
Church into disrepute, and leading to ex:
cesses most reprehensible.  Christ would
rather have the plain dwelling and pure
heart and life than the rich and costly build-
ing paid for at the sacrifice of womanly mod-
esty and through pandering to worldly cus-
toms and gratifications. Ile never asks for
an edifice which the people cannoc pay for
by voluntary contributions.  Let hie ordin-
ances be sustained as well as his churches be
built on Christian principles, and in a way
that neither our Lord nor the world can take
exception to, —Sel.

THE EARLY AND THE LATTER RAIN.

In the chimate of Palestine there are two
rainy seasons on which the harvest especially
depends—the atumnal and the spring rains,
called in the Seriptures the early and the
latter rain. The early‘rains of the Scripture
ueually commence in the latter half of Oc-
tober or beginuing of November, not sudden-
ly, but by degrees, which gives opportunity
for the husbandman to sow his fields of wheat
aund barley.
the west or southwest, continuing for two or
three days at a time, and falling especially
during the nights. The wind then chops
round to north or east, and several days of
fine weather succeed. During the months of
November and December the rains continue
to fall heavily ; afterwards they return only
at longer intervals, and are less heavy ; but
at no time during the winter do they entire-
ly cease to occur. Snow often falls in Jeru
salem, in January and February, to the
depth of a foot &Y more, but it dees not last
long. Raw continues to fall more or less
through the manth of March, but it is 1are
after that period. At the present time there
are not an) pirticular perivns of rain, or
succersion of showeis, which might be re.
garded as distinet rainy seasons, The whole
period from Qctober to March now consti-
tutes only one continued rainy season, with-
out any regularly intervening timne of pro-

The rains come mostly from.

longed fair weather, Unless, therefore,
there.has been some change in the climate
since the times of the New Testament, the
early and the latter rains for which the
husbandmnan waited  with longing, seen
rather to have implied the first showers
of autumn, which revived the parched and
thirsty earth, and prepared it for the seed ;
and the latter showers of spring, which con-
tinued to refresh and forward the ripening
crops and the vernal products-of the fields.
In ordinaty seasous, from the cessation of
the showers in spring until their commence-
ment in October and” November, * in never
fulls, and the sky is usually serene.—Sel.

THE MORAL RESULTS OF CURRENT
FICTION.

It is undeniable that, outside of a certain
limited class of scholaily and thoughtful
people, the great majority of all who read
anything except the newspapers-read books
of this description. Statistics of popular
and circulating libraries show that seventy-
five per cent. of all the books taken out are
novels of recent productirn A hbrary for
the general public that did not furnish them
could not bLe sustained, whatever real treas<
ures of knowledge and literature it might
offer. Probably the most numerous readers
of novels are to be found among women, be-
cayse, perhaps, they bave more time and
fewer gther diversions than men. In the
large class of them who derive their ideas of
life and of the world from-its source, the re-
sult is seen in the enormous and increasing
business of the divorce courts, of which they
and their husbands are the principal patrons.
Aside from the loose and vague notions of
morality that become familiar to them, un-
consciously, from the books they read, they .
enter upon married life with idess snd ex-
pectations so false and theorics so absurd
that nothing but disappointment and uohap-
piness can follow, Iustead of the impussible
and self-sacrificing heroes of their dreams,
they awake to find themselves married only
to men, with the imperfections common to
humanity. They perceive that the perfec-
tion they are’in search of is to be found in
other women’s  husbands, not in their own;
on which point they would be speedily un-
deceived if they <could exchange situations
with their appareutly more fortunate sisters.
It is not long before both partiesto the union
th-t has-proved a dis ppointmnent are 1eady
to escape from it ; or it LOt, oue ur the other
is determined to break dway. Itis probable
that all other vauses put together are not so
prolific of divorce among the class in which
it commonly takes place as the fact that its
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women are brought up on novels of low
gradoe as their habitual and almost only read-
ing.—Scribner.

NEW LIGHT ON BABYLONIAN HIS-
TORY.

“A portion of a Babylonian library, con:
sisting of two hundred and fifty inscribed
clay tablets, was sold by uuction, the other
day, in London. According to the sumwmary
of their contents,vouched for by acknowledy-
ed experts in the decipherment of cuneiform
characters, these tablets show how complex
aud highly organized was the civiliziion
evolved in Mesopotamia in very early times.
The larger part of the collection dates from
the.early period of the Eiwrst Babylonian Em
pire, which ended.-about 1425 B. C.
are con.racts fir the sale of land, houses,
grain, siaves, &~., and bear witness n -t «nly
to great comme c'al activity, but to the ex-
istence of an elaborata system of civil Jaw,

Many of the rem+ining tiblets belung to
the Second Babylonian Ewpire, which began
about 530 B, C.  One of these dacuments re-
cords the judgment in a law-suit brought
against a common carrier for negligence in
conveying.a boatload of fruit. "The judg-
ment, which was for the plaintiff, demon-
strates that in Babylonia cavringe practically
included insurance. Another tablet pertain-
ing to this perioa sh- ws that slaves could be
not only svld but mortgaged,  This collec-
tion of documents, amassed by some Baby-
lonian scholar, and now by the irony of fate
counsigaed to a London auction mart, repre-
sents, of course, vnly a very small part of
the data unearthed and interpreted by As-
sytiologists during the last quarter of a cen-
tury. Taken all together, the evidence
seems to prove that the civilization developed
in Babylonia reached as high a level of com
plexity and refinement as did thatof the
Nile valley, and that it was, moreover, some-
what earlier in date”

THE INTOLERANCE OF YOUTH.

Youth is far.wmore severe in its judgments
than is middle or old age. Those who have
lived many yenrs in the world grow mellow
with added seasons; they learn t- be lenient,
ta take account of mitigiving circumstances,
to be sorry for those who fall by reasvn of
weakness, in brief, to make allowances. But
the young exact and expect perfection and
will accept nothing shors f it.  *‘Judge not,
that ye be.not judged,” though utteied by
Divine lips, slips easily past their consciences,
makes but a slight impression, so sure are
they of being in the right, so scornful of

Y

These-

those who have blundered, wandered or
sinned. Tho lesson of the love that suffereth
long, aund is kind, that vaunteth not itself,
is not-puffed up, doth not behave itself un-
seemly, is far oftene learned by heart in
middle life than in the hey-day of yuoth.

© THE IDEAL FAMILY.

The first great essentials of the ideal home
are constant love, confidence, devotion, un-
selfishness, will npness to spend-and be spent
m the rervice of one another. The ideal
home is une where the children shall say :
¢‘Whea we marry and have homes of our
own.we wish to love and beloved as our fath-
er and mocher each love other.” It is where
the sons are taught respect for all women,by
the deference and kindness of their father
to their mother ; it is where the daughters
learn, from their mother's-patient example,
how heautifnl a thing wifely and motherly
affeclion is ; learn the beauty of daily, un-
selfish devotion to the good of all. It is one
where the atmosphere of love and kindness
is 30 all prevading that it softens every hum-
ble duty, and stinulates constantly all nobie
and unselfish aims,

‘“There,” said 2 neighbor, pointing to a
village carpenter, ‘‘there is a man who has
done more good in this community thau aoy
.other person who ever lived in it.  He can-

-not talk very much in public, and he does

not try. He is not worth $2,000, aad it is
very little he can put down on a subseription
But a new family never moves into the vil-
lage but he does not find it out and give
them o neighborly welcume and offer them
some service, He is on the loockont to give
strangers a seat in his pew at church. Heis
always ready to watch with a sick neighbor
and look alter his affairs for him. I believe
he aud his wife keep house plants in the
winter mainly that they may be able to send
little bouquets to frienus and invalide. He
finds time for & pleasant word for every child
he meets, and you'll always see them climb-
ing into his one horse wagon when he hasno
other load. He has a g nius for helping
folks, and it does me good to meet him in
the streets.”

We want a Christianity that is Christian

.across coun tters, over dinner-tables, behind

your neignbour’s back as at his'face. We
want a Christianity that we can find in the
temperance of the meal, ia m deration of the
dress, in respect for authority, in amiability
at. home, in veracity and simp:icity. Row-
land Hill used to say he would- give little for
the religion of the man whose very dog and
cat were not the better for it.
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PREACH THE TRUTH.

The following incident, related by Dr. A.
T. Pierson, may biing w re-inforcement of
courage tv suvme preachers to preach the
trach that men must need, regardless of the
hearer's tustes or pusition in life . At the
funeral of wrich and popular but dissipated
man who died of delitiu tiewens, I el it
my duty to be very plain in addvessiug a
lacge number of mwen who attended  the
funernl, with words of warning.,  Su after o
fow words of reference to the ﬁcnd, I tegan
a pointed appeal 1o the hundreds of his un-
converted husiness ussuviates who came to
the last rites. T ashed them that old gues-
tion of profit and louss, *What shall a mun be
f)ruﬁ(ecl if be gain the whole world and lose
his own suul 7 With as wuch plainness as 1
could, I upplied that Guestion to many who,
as I knew, never showed themselves within
church dours,  Of wwurse they tovk offence.
Many came that day, eapecting that the
‘officiating clergy man \\ou}d puy houge tu
a rich and pupular man, and gloss over with
polite sarmsh his life of proffigacy and in-
ebricty.  They huped to'get some salve to
their own consciecnees from the vintment of
praise with which such a man would be an-
vinted for butial.  The disappointment of a
few was Luth outspuhen aud violent.  One
tan weut away angiily cursing amd sweat-
ing at m+ aud decluing that he would put
it in his will that Ishould never have any
pact in his faneral ceremonies ! Any miais-
ter of the Guspel who seeks first of all to be
jrue to him-eif and to God as well as man,
knows at what saciifice of feeling, truth has
sometimes to be told, and conscience vbeyed.
But svunet o1 later the canpensation comes.
And in this cuse it_cume very unexpectedly
and markedly.,  Within o few months God
smute that wan with an incurable disease ;
and, as he belonged tomy congregation, it
became nuw my 311ty tu offer him such con-
solation and help as T could.  Hesitatingly
I veutured tu wall upon him ; and to my sur
prise he was not only glad to see me, but
begged me to come often, which I did.
He clung tu me like a little child—opened
his whole Lieart tu e, cunfessed his own life-
long sins, besought me to pray for him and
with him, and before he died wrote me a let-
ter, which is among the precious things pre-
served with great care. In that letter he
says, after paying the most loving tribute to
whatever attentions I had paid him during
his illness, "Always tell men the truth : be
honest with them under all circumstances.
They may be offended at the time, but they
will believein you and tiust you in the end ™
If the end of vme mercy were not the be-
ginning of another, we were undone.

THAT SERMON TO AN AUDIENCE OF
OXNE.

Miunisters of the Gospel very generally and
very natwmally desivo large aundicnces, and
dislike to face smull ones. Indeel they
soletimes seem to cerry their likes and dis-
likes in this matter to sach an extent as to
make very little ewrnest proparation for
wecting  small  congregations. And yet
mote frequently » than they suppose, the
small cungregation is the more hopeful one,
wid demands equally careful, earnest, and
prayerful preparation.

Ow Lutd has left ts an instructive lesson
upun this topic—one which His ministers
can, and ghould, always follow —He never
duspised the small congregation. It always
reveived from him as earnest and careful at-
tention asat the large,and from it there often
caine more wonderful results, If He had
been as particular about the size of His
audienee us some of His ministers some.
times secin tu be, He might not have preach-
ed in the noontide sultiiness of a summer’s
day, that wonderful sermon to an audience
of vne—and that one a sinful outcast and
w despised Samaritan woman, who came to
draw  water from the well at which He was
resting,on His toilsume journey into Galilee,

That women was certainly not an invit-
ing audience, and yet look at the vesults of
that sermon., She was a caviller at first.
earncst, even bitter, and (iy'et intelligent*
She svon became a subbued and eager lis-
tener, then an earnest convert, and then a
wonderfully successful evangelist to her own
neighbors and people —so successful that
the preacher at once received an earnest and
unanimous call to the Samaritan city of
Sychar, which He of course declined. Some
of His ministers would have undoubtedly
preached cainestly to such an audience, but
how many ? :

And so we get back to the great lesson
that the largest congregations are not al-
ways the most promising fields of labor, that
the smaller ones should reccive the results
of careful anl prayerful preparation quite
as-fully as the larger, and very often & Yord
more proising fizlds for useful and reward-
ed labor.

Grace thrives by frequent meditation on
portions of God’s ward : ¢*Let the YWord of -
Christ dwell in you richly.”

Simply to be in this world, is to be ever
exerting an influence—an influence, com.
pared to which, mere language and persua-
sion are feeble.



