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THE NEXT MEETING OF THE UNION.

Once more the time draws nigh when the delegates of the Congregational
churches of Ontario and Quebee, and those who serve them in the Gospel,
will meet together in their annual convocation. We have so often availed
ourselves of like opportunities to address them a preparatory word of exhor-
tation, that little remains to be said on this occasion.

The Union Meeting is always full of interest and importance to the brother-
hood of our faith and order. But, good as it iz, how much better it might
be! Who does not come away still hungry? We cannot express our own
sense of the undeveloped capabilities of such a gathering. Think of it—
after working ¢“every man apart” throughout the live-long year, we come
together into one place for four or five brief days, to take counsel on common
interests, to enjoy personal fellowship, to ascertain the results of previous
movements and to lay out plans for the future. Itis a winding up of the
denominational clock for another twelve months. Ilow precious the time!
how important the issues! what need of wisdom from above!

What is necessary, in order to have a good Union meeting? Tirst, we

~would say, that the brethren should wmeet; that every minister and every
delegate should be there. The humblest, the most silent brother may be
assared that he will be missed if he does not come, and that his countenance
will sharpen the face of his friends. We trust that no delegate will take the
utterly anti-Congregational ground that ¢ the ministers can transact the busi-
ness without him.””  Besides all the good a church-representative may do,
the devotional services are a rich means “of.grace, and the business meetings
are full of instruction,—an admirable training-school for future service to the
church and the cburches. We hope, therefore, that we shall sec a large
meeting at Hamilton, and that “the whole body’” will be “compected by
that which every joint supplieth.’

If we-have a large meeting, we must have a large collection from every
¢hiarch, that there may be no difficulty in meeting every member’s travelling
expensesin full.  We would especially commend the honorable conduct of
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those churches, which, even when unrepresented by pastor or delegate, still
forward their contribution. This is as it should be,

Speaking of large meetings, we are reminded that shortly after our last
Union meeting, we attended that of the General Conference of Maine, and
found a spacious church filled from morning to night, by visitors from all
parts of the State as well a8 from the place of meeting. Shall we never
attain to this? It would be a vast gain if we could. The personal presence
of the churches in force would elevate the whole style of the meeting itself’;
and whatever good things were said and done dunnn' the sessxon.would be far
more widely influential.

A very important item in the success of the meeting, is, the attendance of
every member from the beginning to the end. We must confess that we
have been astonished at the extreme parsimony of time practised on these
occasions. What are four or five days, what would be a whole week, once in
a year, for full deliberation on important matters? How often have we
resolved in haste, and repented at leisure! These ¢ wayfaring men that turn
aside to tarry for a night,” have much to answer for! We trust that we
shall see the Union in full strength at its very first session, at tem o’clock
on Thursday morning, and that on Monday evening the phalanx will be still
unbroken.

Here let us address a word to the churches in relation to the *¢ Union
Sabbath.” Some are so near to the place of meeting, as to allow of their
being easily supplied. Others are near enough to be reached on Saturday,
but too far to allow the preacher to return to the Union on Monday. Toall
of the latter we would say,~—Do not drag your Pastor away at the middle of
the feast! provide some supply at your own charges ; hold a prayer-meeting;
read a sermon ; exhort one another; worship with some other congregetion ;
do anything, (that becometh saints,) rather than break up the Union meeting!

The points of previous preparation and arrangement of business and en-
gagement of speakers at the public services, we pass by—not as being of any
minor importance, but because they have often been brought up before, and
especially because we have reason to believe that the Committee of the Union
have taken unusual pains, in these respects, to ensure success. Every moment
is precious; every utterance should carry weight. May we hint to the mem-
bers of committees, the importance of their being all present at their pre-
liminary meetings—the Union Committee at 3 p. m. on Wednesday, the
INpEPENDENT Company at 7. 30 that evening, and the General Missionary
Committee at 9 on Thursday morning ?

Our last word shall be our weightiest—¢ Brethren, PRAY for us!” Let
each one that comes, ¢ come in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of
Christ=”” and let each one that remains at home remember his brethren in
council, in the closet, st the family altar, in the prayer-meeting, and the
Subbath assembly. Then, ¢ God, even our own God, shall bless us.”
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THE CHURCH OF ROME AND THE MARRIAGE LAWS.

A very important case is pending in the Court of Chancery for Outario,
involving the question of the right of a Roman Catholie Bishop, in that Pro~
vince, to marry parties without the license or banns required by all Protestant
ministers. A marriage had been sp celebrated by Bishop Lynch; the wife
had been deserted by the husband; she sued him for alimony ; when he set
up the plea that the marriage was null and void (under “Lord Hardwicke’s
Act,” 26 Geo. I cap. 83). The lawof the case is argued in a series of arti-
cles in the Upper Canada Law Journal (September,. October, November
and December, 1867?, from which we condense the following statement.

In favourof the validity of the marriage, it was urged that the free exercise
of their religion being guaranteed to 1 rman Catholics at the capitulation of
Quebec,—and marriage being 2 sacrament,~—that matter was subject only to
ecelesiastical regulation. On the other hand, the fact that the very first statute
of Upper Canada (32 Geo. ILI. cap. 1), adopted English law as to all “ civil
rights,” was adduced to show that Lord Hardwicke's act then came into force.

The privilege of celebrating marriages, first coufined, as under English
law, to clergymen of the Episcopal church, has been cxtended under succes-
sive Upper Canadian enactments to ministers of all religions donominations
(in 1798, 1830, 1847). But none of these acts expressly mention the priests
of the church of Rome. For their powers in the matter, we have to refer to
the terms of capitulation, the treaty under which Cavada was ceded to Great
Britain, and subsequent legislation, imperial «nd colonial.

The terms and treaty referred to, guaranteed the free exercise of the
Roman Catholic religion, only “so far as the laws of Great Britain permit”
(Treaty of Paris) ; and “subject to the king’s supremacy, declared and estab-
lished by an act made in the first year of Queen Elizabeth.” The ¢ accus-
tomed dues and rights” of the clergy were to be enjoyed, ¢ with respect to
such persons only as shall profess the said religion® (Quebec Act, 14 Geo.
III. cap. 83). In the debates in Parliament, upon the passing of tiis act,
it was explicitly announced that the position of the Romish church was one
of “ toleration,’” the English church being  established.”” The office of the
R. C. Bishop is nowhere recognized in the fundamentul statutes. ‘The
English law officers of the Crown, in 1811, reported that all powers derived.
from the Pope in virtue of his supremacy lapsed to the English crown at the
conquest. Lower Canadian legal decisions restrict the claims of the clergy
to parochial dues and tithes. So that, it is argued by the Law Journal, « the
onus is on the R, C. Bishops to show that they have any larger authority
than the ofiicers of the other churches in the Province.”

THOUGHTS ON FORMING ANI DISSOLVING THE PASTORAL
RELATION.

_ On Congregational principles, every church has power to choose and ordain
lts own pastor. It has the same power to dismiss, that it has to ordain and
install, without the aid of 2 council. This, we believe, is the common practice
of Congregational or Independent churches in England and Scotland.

. But American Congregational churches form and dissolve the pastorsl rela-
tion with the advice of councils. The church, having bec me acquainted
with the character-and habits of the candidate, and approving of the ssme,
give him & call to become their pastor. Adherents, or members of the
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“society ” worshipping with them, may be and generally are invited to unite
with them in this eall.

If the call be accepted by the candidate, n committee of the church, with
the candidate, agree on certain neighbouring churches, who shall be invited
to compose the ordaining council. ¢ Letters missive”” are sent to these
churches, signed by said committee. @ '

The pastors and delegates invited assemble and organize. A record of the
doings of the church and candidate is read. They then procced to examine
said candidate. 1If they are satisfied in regard to his qualifications, they
arrange for public services. According to this arrangement, the candidate is
installed over the church as pastor. s

The work of this council is to review a previous act of the church. If they
approve, they proceed to induct the candidate to the pastoral office ; this being
only the consummation of the previous act of the church.

The same principle obtaing in calling a council to consider any previous act
of the church for dissolving the pastoral relation. In both cases the calling
of a council is a standing rule in our American Congregational churches.
Some of the reasons may be given. .

1. The office of the pastor is of such weight and solemnity, that there
should be a service of special consecration to that oftice, and of special prayer
to God that the pastor may discharge his duty in a becoming and faithful
manner.  Such #s the nature of the services observed when the pastor elect
is inducted into office.

2. These services, properly conducted, heighten the pastor’s own concep-
tion of the imporiance of his work. The public interest manifested in the
work he has chosen, and the care expressed by surrounding churches, tend to
impress his own mind more deeply with the sacredness of this divinely
appointed office.

3. It deepens the conviction of the church and society in regard to their
duty. The solemn covenant between the pastor and ihe people is not only
sealed now by mutual agreement, but by inviting neighbouring pastors and
churches in council, they call on them to witness this covenant, which they
voluntarily pledge themselves faithfully to keep. Being encompassed by such
a cloud cf witnesses, the conviction will be more deep in the church, that
every man will be expected to do his duty.

4. The installed pastor is to have fellowship with other pastors and churches.
They are branches of one Christian family. Confidence in each other’s views
of doctrine and church polity is necessary. There must be general agreement
and interchange of Christian activities and courtesies. And neighbouring
churches are interested that the newly settled pastor should be approved by
examination as to his ability, his fitness for his work, and his soundness of
faith. This is satisfactorily done through the ordaining ejuncil giving their
unanimous publie approval. .

5. Though the council of churches has no ecclesiastical authority over any
chureh, yet their approval or disapproval of the pastor-elect has great power
over the public mind. The case of Rev. Mr. F., of Massachusetts, may be
given as an illustration. A few years ago he was cited before a council of
churches, to answer charges which seriously affected his moral character.
After a full examination of the case, he was pronounced guilty; and it was
decided that he was not a proper person to preach the gospel. But he had
friends and influence. He appealed to the civil courts of the commonwealth,
and was acquitted. That court declared him not guilty. But this did not
change the mind of the Christian public. In a few churches he was invited
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to preach.  But nearly all refused to “fellowship” him. e was not per-
mitted to preach in their churches.  To them the decision of the eouncil was
law, though it uttered nothing anthoritative. That council only said, “ We
have examined the case, and are satisfied that he is not a suitable person to
preach the gospel.  We shall not fellowship him, and we advise others to take
the same course.”” No compulsion-was used. Not a word of authority was
utteved.  Yet such is the respect paid to councils, that their influence in
church matters is much greater than that of civil courts.

6. If the pastor is installed over a church by the aid of a council, there are
special reasons for dissolving that pastoral relation in the same way; for it
would be wuncourteous to do otherwise. Besides, the impression would be,
that there was something wrong on the part of the pastor, which led to his
leaving abruptly,~—or on the part of the church left, something blameworthy,
coucerning which they did not wish to ask advice, or which they did not
choose to make public. Such an act could not fail of weakening the confi-
dence of sister churches in that pastor, or in the church, or in both. TLaws
of courtesy should prevent such acts of dismissal where neighbouring pastors
and churches united in the installation.

In a council called by the church and duly organized, there can be nothing
hidden or clandestine. Its meetings are open and public ; and though purely
advisory, it has great influence in and beyond that church. It is an appeal to
the public for the wisdom, justice and truthfuluess of their acts. Aud public
opinion is a strong agency—-a powerful ally.

I repeat, the calling of a council in forming and dissolving the pastoral
relation is eminently Congregational. The pastor should claim it as well as
the churches. A few years ago, Rev. Mr. S was preaching in the town of
B, Vt. He was a popular preacher; his influence was great, and his pros-
peets of usefulness full of hope. But it began to be rumored that he was
unsound on vital points of doctrine. The church could not agree on the
question of inviting him to become their pastor. A council was called. The
case demanded a large one.  Ministers and churches from the surrounding
country were invited ; also the presidents and professors from both Middle-
bury and Burlington Colleges.  After a careful searching and prayerful
examination, he was found to be all right—sound in doctrine, and in church
polity purely Congregational. From that time the confidence of the people
was restored—confidence in the man and in his ministry, such as they could
not have enjoyed but for that council. This fact illustrates what may often
oceur, and the benefit of councils. While they aid the worthy, they help to
keep the ueworthy and those who teach error from our churches. They pre-
serve in greater purity the faith, and define more ciearly the old landmarks of
the Puritan fathers. These occasional public meetings in council, with a
distinet object before intelligent, cultivated, Christian minds, tend to promote
harmony of belief and mutual progression of views in our churches. Itisa
fact, that these public services have an educating influence on the lay dele-
gates, and on the church and congregation in attendance.

We admit that the gathering of councils costs time and money; but the
advantages are a full compensation.

The examination of the pastor-eleet may be conducted in a way that shall
confuse the candidate, and place him in an unjust and unfavorable light
before the church and people. ~ Such evils do occur—evils that can and should
be guarded against with wisdom, careful study, and a ™igh regard for the repu-
tation and success of the pastor, the purity of the church, and the glory of God.

Eaton, P. Q., April 14, 1868. E. d. S,
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THE BIBLE CLASS.

It is not unusual in this aga of precocity to find a laxity and outgrowth of
intcrest in the Sabbath-school and especially the Bible-class, among scholars
during or soon after their teens. In reviewing the “ cause and cure” it is
customary to do so from the one stand point of the teacher; and on the
principle that a physician is greatly aided in diagnosis by the statement of
his patient, I beg leave to submit a scholar’s view of Reform.

I deferentially submit the propositions that Bible classes make their schemes
of study, or their methods of study, so entirely evangelical, as to be a mere
repetition of the Sabbath School ; that their system is too formal aid mechani-
cal, and not adapted to develope reciprocal interest between teacher and taught ;
and that doctrinal difficultics which arise from misconception of Seripture and
the prowinent theological questions of the day, and upon which many young
men scek instruction, are either superficially examined or altogether iznored.

We suppose the origin of the Bible class was the want felt by those of
mature years for a higher and different standard of study than that usually
offered in the Sabbath School, where the curriculum is necessarily adapted
to the young mind. In the latter we learn the first and paramount principles
of faith and religion ; in the Bible class we more literally study the Bible.

The Bible class differs from the church as more conveniently a place for
atudy than worship. We cannot ask questions, nor argue with the preacher
in the pulpit; he very properly has it all his own way, In the class, however,
we question and analyze, and there is more active mental reciprocity, because
the individual study beforehand, brought together, developes in the aggregate,
clear conceptions of any difdculty.

We respectfully suggest an alternate scheme for the Bible class, of topics
embracing difficulties and errors in religion ; by which may be explained and
disproved those doctrines opposed to the fundamental principles of the Bihle
as we understand it : a scheme also embracing the highest intellectual study
of such subjects as the Creation, ar.d the history, authenticity and inspiration of
the Bible, &e. 'Take the prominent forms of Infidelity, and prove them un-
tepable ; Unitarianism, and prove the Divinity of Christ ; Universalism, and
prove eternal punishment ; the entire Pentateuch and the book of Joshua,
and prove Moses right and Colenso wrong—all from direct testimony of the
Bible. Neither ridicule nor denounce ; calmly prove and establish truth by
analytical discussion. It would be well, tco, to show that there are subjects,
such as eternal duration, infinite space, &c., beyond human comprehension;
why they are so, and why we should be satisfied to let them remain so.

"The olject of such studies should be identical with their objects in theo-
logical colleges ;—not s0 much to make argmers, as to strengthen faith and
supply material for self-defence in time of need. If they are proper in
one place they cannot be irrelevant to the other: food for future shepherds
caunot be poison for present flosk. All Atheists, for instance, are not too
obstinate to be convinced if you can convince them. Is it right to remain
ignorant of the means to do this, and, as it were, make them justify their
principles by our inability to prove them wrong? It seems inconsistent that
a knowledge of the difficultics and errors emanating from a false view of
Scripture should not be considered as a necessary and liberal part of religious
study in a Bible class, as the primitive and present errors of Science are in
secular schools, in the study of astronomy, geology, medicine, &c. If certain
doctrines have proved stumbling-blocks to some, why refuse others,—who are
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just as likely to full—n chart to guide them? And where can scepticism
or difficulty be more sufely explained than in the reciprocal Bible class ?

Among other branches of study, I would suggest the history and rinciples of
Protestantism, Congregationalisin : and—let not & mere comma separate what
is to fullow—the two R’s, Romanism and Ritualism. How many really know
the first and leading principles of our religion and the fruits of the Reforma-
tion? how many of the young men of our Clongregational churches know the
principles and history of our denomination? It may seem trifling to suggest
the two R’s, but not so when we consider the gigantic efforts secretly and
openly made by the Church of Rome to undermine Protestantism. The
Jesuits’ church of Montreal advertised in the public press a Sabbath evening
“retreat” for Protestants, and so successful was their invitation,—flavoured
by gorgeous service, magnificent music, incense, and splendid decorations in
the most beautifully frescoed church on the continent,—that hundreds of our
co-religionists attended, and were dosed with expositions of Romish doctrines
and ¢ heretical errors.” One huudred conversions are boasted of in a year.
Under the church, and forming part and parcel of it, is & theatre and
concert room, where bazaars, dramatie representations—often caricaturing the
Protestant clergy,—and other attractions ave used to induce the attendance of
young men ; and it is & fact, that the Protestants are always strongly re-
presented in the audience. The custom of attending the  Gesu”’ becaine so
fashionable that several of our Protestant clergy were obliged to warn their
congregations from the pulpit.

We will find Roman Catholics to be well posted in their several ereeds, and
able to argue on their dectrinal beliefs; which form part of the education of
Roman Catholic schools. Now, why should we not study in the Bible class
the errors of Romanism as seen in the apostacy, idolatry and anti-christianism
of its church ?

Another church here,—Protestant, so called I-—dovetails Romish practices
into the services of the Episcopalian church of England; has its ornaments
and candles on an “ altar’’ canopied and surrounded with paltry gold tinsel and
decoration, more like a magician's platform than an altar dedicated to the
worship of God. Gowned aids assist ju intonings and mutterings as unintelli-
gible as Latin to lower intellects ; whiie the attitudesand genuflexions remind
one of those lines of Cowper,

*Those foppish airs

And histrionic mummery, that let down
The pulpit to the level of the stage.”

by which
“The weak are moved, but are not taught.”

I have no doubt but that in some Protestant pulpits there are as rank
Romanists as the Pope himself—as there were during the Reformation ; and
this may offer an explanation of the reason why Protestant clergymen are
now and then heard of ¢“going over tc Rome.”” Whena part of a deno-
mination of the Protestant church attempts to justify the doctrines of the
objective presence in the Lord’s supper, the mass and confession, &e., is it
not time to educate a strong army of intellect in self-defence and opposition?
Young men, as a rule, are the first to come under the influence of these
milk-and-water Protestants, and the Bible class might fitly embrace Ritualism
its scheme of study. Any one of these studies mentioned may be the
instrument of every kind: of instruction desired in the class.
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Iivery subject should, of course, be studied from a christian and scriptural,
not a critical and sceptical point of view; and an irrevoeable principle be made
to submit every doubt and argument to the tribunal of Scripture, and to make
every authority subservient to its interpretation. It ismore infullible than
either the Pope or Colenso. .

The class should meet in a separate room if possible, half an hour before
the sclivol: our class once occupied the front pews of Zion Church in the
afternoon. The subject for study should be read from the pulpit, or posted
up conspicuously, the Sabbath preceding. A few brief essays of five minutes
cach oo the subject of study, might precede the lesson. The class might
adjonrn to close with the Sabbath school. A

The principle should be indoctrinated in the school, that the proper develop-
meut of the scholar is from the school to the Bible class.

1 think that the permanent success of Bible elasses, especially in towns and
cities, depends upon their distinction from the Sabbath School, or any other
missivnary or congregational work of the church. Once they are assimilated,
the class loses ils interest for young men; for there’s no use mincing the
matter ;—young men do not like to attend a class for presupposed study, and
find themselves vietims to preaching, without a chance to ask a question or
be enlightened upon a difficult point. If a elass could attract scholars and
create interest by simple existence there would be no need of reform ; but
when you have to meet recruits half-way, and conciliate indiffercnce and
opposition—for this is the material most needing culture—it cannot be an
insignificant work to organize the Bible class upon a system of interest as
well as usefulaess, that would be more attractive.

Montreal, April, 1868. W.G. B.

CONCERNING ORDINATION.
BY WILLIAM WYE SMITH.

The next position I have to uphold, concerning what may be called the
minor polities of the church, is that ¢ the ceremony of ordination ounly ratifies
and completes, but in nowite extends or enlarges the office or the powers in-
tended to be conveyed by the election.”” There is a radical difference between
the sacramentalists and other people, on the subject of ordination. With the
former, ordination is the investing certain persons with a certain stafus and
character, and the conferring of certain spiritual powersand privileges, by per-
sons who are themselves competent to do so, upon the persons so ordaiced.
With other and plainer people, ordination is the publicly installing a person
in the office to which he has been already elected, and by the same authority
as the election. To measure therefore, the gifts, privileges or status, obtained
or enjoyed by the ordained, we must, under the latter system, look to the
elgetion ; to the intention with which the eclection was made, and to the
partics making the election. And here let me premise that I do not iutend
to reason about * ministers.” The term is vague and general. We shall
drop the term when reasoning about the officers of a christian church. These
are of two classes, bishops (sometimes also called pastors and elders) and
deacons. Ministers there may be many, without office or rule in the church.
Joshua was Moses® minister, and Jobn Mark was minister to Paul and Bar-
nabas (Josh. i. ; Acts xiii.,), and Apollos was a minister (1 Cor. iii.,), though
he was probably never in the pastoral office. A minister is a servant ; and a3
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a church is o public body, the services rendered by one who is a servant to
this public body, must be of a public natare. And every man who public-
ly serves the churches is a ““minister.” We havo no right to take Serip-
ture designatious, and apply them in ways not authorized by Bible use; of
which the unscriptural and unauthorized use made of the termsbishop, church,
presbytery, confirming, priest, &e., should be a suflicient argument.

The fact i3 sometimes ullowed to drop out of sight, that the work of a
church is twofold; (1) The ministering in the chureh; feeding the church
of God; edifying and exhorting each other;—and (2) The spreading the
gospel in the world sround.  We endeavour to combine the two in our publie
services on the Lord’s Day; and the larger number of sermons we hear,
are intended to benefit the unconverted; for the reason that unconverted
persons, in large numbers, are always present in our assemblies. And the
fact of a twofold work being done by the same person, and on the sime ocea-
sion, tends to keep out of sight the distinetion in the work. 'The church is
a constituted and public body; aud no member has the right of publicly
teaching in the church, without the church’s sanction or authonty. I'rivate
labours in the church are already sanctioned and provided for, in the consti-
tution of every christian church j—it is in our dlagna Charta: (Hebh. iil.
13; Col. iii. 16; 1 Thess. v. 14; Phil. 1. 27 ; &e., &e¢) And labour out-
side the church, and for the conversion of the world, is the duty of cevery
christian, as far as he has opportunity and ability. Now this work of gospel-
ing or evangelizing is open to every christian, with or without the action of
the church.  TFor evangelizing without the action of the church, see Aects viil.
4; for evangelizing under the sanction of the church, see Acts xiii. 3. Some-
times one is best, and sometimes the other. Sometimes a brother evangeli-
zing on his own convictions of duty, will shame a lazy church into active work
for Clirist; and sometimes a brother will judge it expedient to scek the sanc-
tion and prayers of the church, in connexion with his enterprize. Especially
will this eourse commend itself, if his work needs pecuniary sustentation in
order that it may be prosecuted with vigour. The principle contended for, is
that the right of preaching the gospel to the world without, is inherent in
every man’s christianity. It comes to him along with the pardon of his sins.
He nced wait for no license, appointment, designation, or ordination, to do
50. He may, or may not, be called a minister by the churches—but a
minister he undoubtedly is, according to the New Testament. He may, or
may not, have conferred upon him, or choose to use, the courtesy-title of
“Reverend.” If, however, he intends to devote his whole time to evange-
lizing, he will nced support ; (unless he is rich—and very few rich men are
christians; or rather, very few christians are rich—God knows too well
what is good for them !) This support he must expect only from the church,
and the church (whose corporate rights are just as tangible as his individual
rights,) cannot be expected to support a work it has not sanctioned. So it
comes about that churches send out their members as evangelists. And when
they do send them out, it is very proper to ¢ fast and pray, and lay their
hands on them’” (Acts xiii. 3) when sending them away. This is ordination
to the work of an evangelist. But this evangelist is not an officer in the
church, any more than an ambassador to a foreign court is, by virtue of his
appointwent, an officer in the home government. He is not a deacon ; and
if he becomes a member of another church, in which it is desirable he should
be a deacon, he must be elected to that office. He is not a pastor; and if
he becomes such, it must be by distinct election to that office; and the
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chorch should instal or ordain in office him whow it has chosen. It may
neglect to do this, even as many other things are neglected ; but it must not
plead Secripture precedent or license for the omission. .

We assert, then, that to preach the gospel to the world, a man needs no
human authority. If he wishes to have with him in his labonrs the prestige
and support of a constituted, and perhaps well-known «church, let him seck
the sanction of that church, and go forth as its agent, missionary, or evange-
list. 'When his agency ceases, by his becoming a member and a bishop of
another church, he must look to the church he has joined, and not to the
church he has left, for such ministerial status as it is desirable he should
have. If his ordination to the work of an evangelist did not make him an
elder in the older church, most assuredly it does not in the newer. And
though his connection with the old church, as its agent or missionary, might
give him a certain status or character, when preaching at larze in the world,
it certainly confers upon him no sfatus in the new and organized church to
which he has now transferred his labours. That church only has the right
to say who shall teach, and who shall bear office within it.

f the churches are réally equal, and really independent, then an officer of
A, coming to B, can have no official rights at B; for the simple reason that
his ecclesiastical allegiance and responsibilities are all connected with A. As
soon as his connection with A ceases, by his joining the church at B, he can
only bave such rights at B, as the church there gives him. He could not
now return to A, to claiim any official authority there. But surcly, if a
man’s ordination had a perpetual virtue anywhere, it ought to be where he
received it. But if the brethren at A repudiate that brother’s official power
among themselves, can they, by virtue of that same lapsed and superseded
election and ordination, insist upon and maintain his having power at B ?

There are only two grounds in ordination. It is eiiher, (1) a sacramental
act, in which the ordained receives some spiritual power, gift, or influence,
from the ordainers; and which, existing in them by virtue of their own
ordination, are trapsmissable by them, and of course transmissable by him,—
a holy inoculation, with infinite powers of transmission: or, (2) it is the
induction or installation into an office already conferred, and by the autho-
rity that conferred the office. There is no middle ground. If the snera-
nentalists claimed to be inspired men, we could easily say to them, ¢ Show
us a proof of your apostleship. What gifts of healing, interpretation, or
tongues, have you?”  But as their claims do not rest on their being them-
sclves inspired, but on a valid and unbroken succession of sacramental
touches from men who were, we ask, ¢ Since you assert this succession to he
so indispensable, where is your ecclesiastical genealogy ?”” and secondly
* Since this spiritual influence or power does not show itself in the visible
and audible manner of the inspiration of Apostolic times, what proofs have
you to offer of its existence ? Has it any blessing, or success, any unity and
trotherhood, any inherent christiun power, not found ontside itself ?

Bat let those who have been disposed to scout the claims of the ¢ Apos-
tolic Succession” distinctly understand, that if there is any virtue in the
ceremony of ordination, which is not detived from the church interested in
the ordination, it must be derived from the Apostolic  succession.” ‘Trace
the matter up. Four elders or bishops meet to ordain a fifth. Is it by
virtue of any power in themselves ? Perhaps the answer will be,  Yes; for
ordination must be by those already in office.”” How did they get into offiec?
by virtue of the clection of some church ? or by virtue of their ordination?
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If by the former, the brother they have met to ordain is already an elder, fro
the church has alveady elected him. If by virtue of the latter, then we
demand their apostolic geunealogy; for the same necessity now asserted to
exist, of having validly ordained bishops to ordain a bishop, must have existed
at every ordination up to the Apostics.

Apostolic succession of hands is unproved und un-proveable; and of no
account if it were proved. Hqually vain and empty must be the dependent
theory of officers’ presence being indispensable to ordain an officer. [t must
often have happened that a church came together to instal or ordain its first
elder. And if it never happened, the unused right would be just as good as
ever. The grand principle yet remains, that a church may do for itself all
things pecessary for its own complete organization ; or, in the words of the
first English ¢ Declaration,” (1658,) ¢ Every particular society of visible
professors, agreeing to walk together in the faith and order of the guspel, is
a complete church, and has full power within itself to elect and ordain all
church officers, to exclude all offenders, and to do all other acts reluting to
the edification and well-being of the church.”

When an ordination to eldership seems to be done by the church at large,
(by elders from various churches,) it is easy to fall into the fallacy that the
ordained has some sort of general cffice-power too. If their office-power in
anywise extends beyond their own partienlar churches, why may not Zis 2
And, still holding the principle that nside the great domain of the church
universal, there are no other lines than the limits of the individual churches,
it is eusy to think that if these lines are overstepped, (in an ordination under
the authority of a council or presbytery,) there is an office-power conferred
co-extensive with the church universal. But if there is no such virtue, and
no such right,—if this matter of ordination remains intact with each indivi-
dual church, as much as the power of managing its own finances, why is it,
that in this matter alone, one individual church seceks to impinge upon any
othier, in its free action of constituting officers for itself, and giving them a
status that cannot be impugned. If we elect officers for ourselves, all the
churches will recognize them as such, and respect them. But if we presume
to elect officers for the church at large, it is not to be wondered at, if we are
at times mortified at the turn evenis may take. The power of a represent-
ative cannot be greater than that of his constituents. And if 2 man’s office-
power (I desire carefully to distinguish between this and preaching, and in
many other ways serving the churches,) depends on the action of one indi-
vidual church, it cannot be a bardship that his election and ordination by
thut individual church has not the same relation to every other church that it
has to his own. When he resigus that office, he lays down all the office-
power the church gave him, and becomes again the simple preacher of the
gospel which any other christian mnay be. But his membership, his eldership
and office-power, ended in one church, may be begun de novo ia another.

[Once more it falls to our lot to put in a caveat against the High-Church
Independency of our esteemed contributor. To us the above article seems
to be haunted too much by the ideas of “office,” “status,” and ¢ power,” in
Teference to the ministry of the Gospel ; while the New Testament speaks of
it rather as a “work.”  Again, the writer says but little of a Divine ¢ call”
to be “separated- unto the Gospel;” a call preceding and independent of
that of the church, and which tbe church has simply to ascertain and
Tecognise.  Such a call is 2 different thing from the general commission
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to “do good to all men as they have opportunity,” which is laid on all
Christians. It follows morcover from some of the positions assumed above,
that the churches which can make, can also unmalke ¢ ministers of Christ”
at their will, which, to us, is a monstrous conclusion! We must demur, also,
to the tone in which ¢the ceremony of ordination’ is here spoken of. We
heartily admit that the assembled pastors and messehgers of the churchey
can do nothing to place an officer over a church without that church’s consent :
but we would never attend an ordination again, if we were held as a mere
figure-head, a representative of the ordaining church, sinking our own indi-
viduality, and meaning nothing of personal sanction, approval, and recognition,
by our presence and participation. We hold to no ‘inoculation ;”> but we
should value the “laying on of the hands” of meu ¢ whase praise is in the
Gospel through all the churches,” quite as highly as that of the lifting up of
the hands of a diminutive church-meeting. We still contend, and with
inereasing carnestness, that eldership in a local church is not the only form
of Gospel-ministry to which, first by the Lord Jesus Himself, and then by
His people, a man of God can be consecrated, set apart, appointed—in other
words, ordained. Surely, it is but playing with words, to say that a foreign
missionary, for example, is no more thau a private christian until his children
in the Gospel elevate him te the eldership. But the above theory involves
this consequence. ]

MATERIALS FOR OUR CHURCH HISTORY.—No. X.

TIIE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT SHEFFIELD, N. B.—(oncluded.
DY J. WOODROW.

For a few Sabbaths Mr. James conducted service according to the manuer
of the Koglish Church, and preached to a few individuals. There could rot
have been many Episcopalian families residing in Sheffield at the time,
judging from a petition to Governor Carleton for a Church of Englund
winister, &e., signed by some six or seven persons, but three of whom were
frecholders. The Congregationalists demanded of Mr. James possession of
the building, part of which was fitted up for 2 dwelling, and the other part
for puolic worship. Mr. James wavered—at one time promised, at another
refused. The following is an extract of a letter to Mr. J. at that period
from Mr. Israel Perley :—

“ Maugerville, 4th May, 1792.

« % % * Jf you were really inclined to become a minister of the Lstab-
lished Church, and others were inclined to have you so, go and prosper. Lay
your foundation in truth and justice, and build up a Church, and in doing so, 1
would bid you God speed. ¥ * * The Church has many flocks and herds—
the Dissenters have but this little ewe lamb. You will say the Dissenters will
be paid the value of their improvements, and so no harm done ; but what if they
should tell you those things were not intended for merchandise, why then must

they be tuken by force. * * *
(Signed) ¢“IsraEL PeRIEY.”

By the advice of parties residing out of Shefficld, Mr. James was induced
to put in possession Jolin Chasewell, to keep the property in possession in
his absence; then Chasewell was advised to keep possession himself; Mr.
James was discarded by his new friends, and Mr. Beardsley was brought
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down from Maugerville to conduct the service of the English Church once a
month. Unpleasant feelings arose, as might have been expected. In a

letter of Mr. Perley to one of the parties concerned, the following passage
occurs —

*If you are unable or unwilling to build a house for public worship, we will
lend you one whenever convenient, and will make it so as often as pussible, but
don’t think to hold it by violence.”

How Chasewell came to leave is not stated ; it appears Messrs. Burpee and
Cobura took possession peaceably on the 6th August, 1763, in the prescuce
of James Galishan and Thomas MeCreigh. The vext day, the bailiff, accom-
panied by several magistrates, brought Chasewell, and forcibly put him in
possession, How the Church got the property back again, and at what time,
the writer has not been informed.

That the Congregationalists of that day had great difficulties to contend
against we can well imagine. Shut outit seems they were ahmost exclusively
from a share in the mauagement of public affuirs, although they were the
first on the ground. Old accounts state that among the Loyalists weve a
number of officers who had taken the British side in the war of the Revolu-
tion ; and these were mainly the recipients of the public offices, which were
subsequently handed down as heir-looms in their families. Accustomed to
command, expecting and receiving obedience from those who had been of a
lower rank in the king’s army, they expected the old settlers to recognize
their authority also. We honor them because they stood up so nc*ly for
king and flag, but the principles of liberty and constitutional government
they were slow to recognize. To them the ¢ old inhabitants” bowed not in
submission. Sons of freedom-loving sires, they failed to do homage. For
their devotion to liberty they were called rebels by the new comers. Of
the state of New Brunswick at that period, I quote from Mr. Perley :—

““Men of ordinary capacities are preferred to places of profit, while men of
superior abilities are neglected merely because they will not become sycophants
or coadjutors with the others. Men of moderate {ortunes will set themselves on
the footing of noblemer, those of second class disdain to be a whit behind them g
even such as are in debt mnore than they are worth must have their entertainments.”

A counsiderable number of the Puritan settlers tired of the strife, and
having no hope in the overthrow of the exclusive spirit in which the affairs
of the Province were managed, withdrew from the country ; still a considerable
number remained.

The nest minister of the Congregational Church was the Rev. Jumes
Boyd, who had withdrawn from the Methodist body. Xarly in the present
century the Rev. Edmund Eastman, of New England, was with the Church
a short time. In 1811 Rev. Duncan Dunbar was sent out by the Loudon
Missionary Society. The ministry of Mr. Dunbar was brief, and his nume
is subscuuently connected with the Baptists, of which body he became a lead-
ing man in the United States. Several efforts were made to get a suceessor to
Mr. Dunbar, which met with failure. The want of a settled pastorate was a
great drawback, and in consequence many were lost, and went to other
denominations. The Americans gave but little sympathy, while to obtuin a
minister from Eogland for the solitary Church was not so easy a matter. In
the correspondence with the London Missionary Socicty a suggestion was
made that a society be formed in England having for its object the supply of
the Colonies with suitable ministers. Had there been a Colonial Missionary
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Society at the beginning of this century, how different might have been the
state of' affuirs in these Lower Provinces.

The London Society not having sent out a minister as requested, a call
was extended to the Rev. James Thompson (Presbyterian) of Miramicli,
which was declined. In spite of all these drawbacks the Church exhibited an
active missionary spirit, which it had done from its earliest histury, and large
amounnts were sent to the London Missionary Society from time to time.
The Rev. Mr. 11ill and the Rev. Mr. Ilowden spent a short time in Sheflield,
after which the Rev. Mr. McCallem was secured through the London Suciety.
When, Mr. McCallam took charge of the Church in the year 1820, a number
of the earliest inhabitants were still living :  Fisher’s history states that many of
them lived to a great age. At Jength the Church had a settled ministry, but
its troubles in connection with its property continued. Effurts were renewed
to take from it the lot of land and buildings, which would have been a serious
matter to the Church, as Mr. David Burpee wrote to the London Missionary
Society when making a remittance of £40. Governor Smyth, in the year
1822, auve an order that the lot should be rented at publie sale.  As the
hammer of the auctioncer fell the opponents of the Church thought th
question settled ; but they were again disappointed. The members of the
Church refused to give pussession, and soon after all effurts to take away the
property were abandoned.

Trom the early settlement of the country, Congregationalists from Sheflicld
were cuntinually leaving the place. Those who settled i other parts of the
Province in time became mainly absorbed in other bodies. They settled,
however, at Keswick Ridge in considerable numbers, and Mr. MeCallum
organized them into a Church in 1826—the Church over which the Rev.
George Stirling presides. About the same time Mr. McCallum also organized
a little Church among the Welsh residents at Cardigon. Mr. McCalluw's
ministry at Shefficld lasted over 20 years, and after his death the Rev. Jumes
Porter, now a resident of Toronto, became the pastor. Mr. Porter was at
Sheffield when the Church in St. John was organized by Mr. Gallaway; and
assisted in the ceremonies in connection with the laying of the foundation
stone of the building in 1844. The Rev. Mr. Lightbody, Mr. Porter’s sue-
cessor, ministered a few years; after which the Church obtained its preseut
pastor, the Rev. R. Wilson, who took charge about the year 1859, and of
whom the writer need say nothing, as he is well known in the Churches of
the Dominion, and is the efficient seeretary of the Congregational Union of
Nova Seotia and New Brunswick.

In the church itself it is said there has not been anything in the shape of a
quarrel for half a century, uninterrupted peace and harmony having prevailed.
During the same period there is ancther remarkable fact; all its members
but one have been veceived into its fellowship by profession, while whole
families have been dismissed to different places in the Provinces and iv the
United States. Education bas been encouraged from the earliest period.
Sheflicld has not been without its “Superior’” school, and at present there is an
undenominational seminary with 30 or 40 boarders.  From Sheflicld have gone
forth many young men who are now filling *high positions as ministers, mer-
chauts, doctors and lawyers.  For information in relation to Maugerville and
Shefficld, and the Congregational Church, the writer has drawn from many
sources. He would especially give credit to the Rev. George Ritchic, whose
paper read before the Congregational Union, in 1862, is of wuch value.



MATERIALS FOR OUR CHURCH HISTORY. 483

As the tourist sails up the St. John, on the interval some 18 miles below
the capital of New Brunswick, at a beautiful spot, he makes enquiry in
reference to a neat white church edifice, which can be scen behind the trees
lining the banks on the right hand side. tle may be told its character; or
perbaps informed it is a Presbyterian church, as people of other denomina-
tions persist in calling it sometimes to this day. On lot No. 15, so long
battled for, stands the building in which worships the mother Congregational
Church of New Brunswick, the oldest Protestant Church in ti ™~ovince.
The school boy and perhaps the school-teacher will say, the Loyalis.x of 1783
were the founders of the English speaking residents of New Brunswick;
but the Congregational Church of Sheffield, or, as it was once called Mauger-
ville, has existed a century; its members, the descendants in part of the
Puritans who landed at St. John the 19th May, 1762, and made their way
up the river. For many a year did the people of that church stand alene
and bear the brunt of battle, with none to sympathise, and nearly all en-
deavoring to crush by force or proselytise to other bodies.

Why were those settlers placed there at so early a period? Had they any
mission to fulfil? Some of the descendants of the early Congregationalists
are disposed to speak of the history of the church as almost a blank—a
hundred years of Congregationalismn, and only a handful ; while other denom-
inations have risen, grown great, and absorbed even a large portion of the
same Puritan element! The question may be asked in all earnestness, is its
history a blank—is its mission a failure? Would it have made no difference
to New Brunswick if its light had gone out,and Mr. James or Mr. Beardsley
succeeded in drawing its wembers to another faith?

The adherents of that same church were the first to uphold the principles
of religious freedom ; and apart from religious considerations, all down
through the history of the Province the main body have maintuined their
ground nobly as “sentinels to guard the rights of comseience.” Single-
handed for a time they stood the battle’s bruut, and fought the battle well.
In a religious point of view, if we are to worship the success of numbers,
they have it not; if tobe one of the smallest denominationsin this Province
is failure, then have they failed. Nuwbers standnot the test, however. The
Sheflield chureh has stood for a hundred years an advocate for the inde-
peudency of the local chureh, against all ecclesiastical encroachments. It has
made perhaps little cfforts to spread Congregationalism as a religivus system;
but it has silently thrown ioto society a leavening influence that has been in
the way of ecclesiastical tyrarny. Depeud upon it, it was not established be-
fore the Loyalists, almost within sight of the spot that became the future capital
of New Brunswick, for no purpose. Perhaps it has not fulfilled its mission
as fully as it might have done; but there it has existed for a century (an
“ancient” period for the English <peaking residents of this Province) hard
by the seat of government, to do a work that might not have been done
without it.

There is a certain enthusiaem in connection with numbers ; but Congrega-
tionalists count not success by that standard. The history of Congregational-
ism in its most favored places, is history of struggle, the history of sacrifice
for the truth. The seed sown by Wickliffe took many generations to
germinate to its fulness; the Congregationalists of the 17th century reaped
the harvest. The success of New England was the success of the little
bandful who fled from Serooby across the German Ocean to Ilolland, wheve
they sojourned for a time, and were “ sifted” in order that the right waterial
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might be obtained for a true Puritan church on this side of the water.  Con-
gregationalism in America for many generations appeared to have little growth
out of New England ; but the time has come when the seed planted long,
long ago, is bringing forth fruit in abundance.

Congregationalism had its dark days in the mother country ; now it has
triumphs. It has its days of weakness in these lower Provinces, but the
leavening process has gone forward, and will go forward, until ¢ the fulness
of time comes” when it will have its outward at well as its silent successes.
The minds of men in all denominations are becoming more and more g.e-
pared for its principles; and as Christian unity is sought after, it will be found
that Congregationalism alove is the only platform on which union can be
obtained. ., N

When the present generation have goue to their rest, some other pen may
be able to trace more of the influence of the Sheffield church and its prin-
ciples, and point to greater successes, civil, religious and denominational.

[Margerville was incorreetly printed Mangerville, in the former article.]

@he Home Bepartment,

THE RUBY HEART.

Under a fragrant blossom-bell

A tiny Fairy once did dwell.

The moss was bright about her feet,
Her little face was fair and sweet,

Her form in rainbow hues was clad,
And yet the Fairy’s soul was sad ;

For, of the Elves that round her moved,
And in the yellow moonlight roved,
There was no spirit that she loved.

Many a one there was, I ween,

Among the spirites that danced the green,
Whose hands were warm to clasp her own,
And voices kindly in their tone;

But love, the fondest and the best,
Awaked no answer in her breast;

Her heart unmoved within her slept—
And “1 can never love!” she wept.

She taught herself a quaint old song
And crooned it over all day long:

“ He prayeth best who loveth best
All things both great and small,
For that dear God that loveth us,
He made and loveth all.”

“ But I,” she said, ‘‘can never pray,
Nor to His mansions find the way,
For He will suffer not, I know,

A creature unto Him to go-
Who has not loved this world below.”
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Slow wandering by the brook alone,
She choose a pure white pebble stone,
And carved it, sitting there apart,
Into a little marble heart;

She bung it by her mossy bed—
* My heart will never love,” she said,
Till this white stone turns ruby red.”

One night 2 moonbeam smote her face
And wakened her, and in its place
There stood an angel full of grace.
¢ Dear child,” he said, ‘from far above
I come to teach thee how to love.

Dc every day some little deed
07 kindness, some faint creature feed,
Make some hurt spirit cease to bleed;
Then carve the record fair, at night,
Upon thy heart of marble white.
Each word shall turn to ruby red,
d so much of thy task be sped;

or when the whole is ruddied o’er,
Thy bosom shall be cold no more;
The souls thy careless thoughts contemn
Shall win thee by thy deeds to them.”

Upon the sorrowful Fairy broke
Like csudden sunshine this new hope.
Each day to some one’s door she took
A kindly act, or word, or look,
Whose record, fairly carved at night,
Blushed out upon the stony white;
Till, somehow, wondrously there grew
More grace in every one she knew—
Each little ugliness concealed,
Each goodness more and more revealed—
As when you watchi the twilight through,
The sky seems one pure empty blue,
Till o'er the paling sunset bars,
Suddenly tis one sweep of stars!

So day by day, she found hersclf
Grow kindlier to each little elf;
Yea, even to the birds and bees,
And slender flow'rets round her knees:
The very moss buds at her feet,
She came with warmer smile to greet,
‘Till now, at last her marble heart
Was ruddy, save one little part
That gleamed all snowy as of old
In the still moonbeams, white and cold,

Her task was almost done—she knelt
And hid her glad wet eyes and felt
Her soul’s first prayer steal up to God,
Like spring’s first violet from the sod.
Through all her being softly stole
Such joy of gratitude, her soul
Brimmed over like & brimming cup—
And then a voice said, *“Child, lookup!”
Andlo! the stone above her head
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Was apure ruby, starry red;

And down among the flowers there flew
Brushing aside the moonlit dew,

A little, snowy, elfin dove,

And nestled on her breast to prove

Sweet trust in one whose heart was love.
—FE. R, Sill,

SPARE MOMENTS.

A lean, awkward boy, came one morning to the door of the Principal of a
celebrated school in England, and asked to see him. The servant looked at
hisshabby clothes. and taking him for a beggar, sent him around to the kitchen
The boy did as he was told, and soon appeared at the back door.

«Ishould like to see Dr. y” 8aid he. ¢ You want a breakfast,
more like,” said the servant, ‘“and I can give you that without troubling
him.” ¢ Thank you,” said the boy; ¢ I have no objection to a bit of bread,
but I should like to see Dr. ,if he can see me.” g ¢ Some old clothes,
may be, you want,” srid the servant, again looking at the boy’s patched trou-
sers; ¢ I expect he has none to spare ; he gives them all away;” and with-
out minding the boy’s request, she went about her work.

¢ Can I see Dr. ?”asked the boy again, after eating his bread and
butter. ¢ Well, he’s in the library, if he must be spoken to; but he does
like some time to himself,”” said the girl, in a peevish tone. She seemed to
think it very foolish to admit such an ill-looking lad into the Doctor’s pres.
ence ; however, she wiped her hands, and told bim to follow her. Openiog
the library door, she said, “ Here’s somebody, sir, who much wishes to see
you, and so I let him in.’ .

‘We do not know how the boy introduced himself, or how he opened his
business ; but we know that after awhile the Principal laid aside the book
he was reading, took up some Greek books, and began to examine the new-
comer. The examination lasted some time. Every question which the doc-
tor asked was readily answered. ¢¢ You certainly do well,” said the Principle,
looking at the boy from head to foot over his spectacles. ¢ Why, my boy,
where did you get so much learning ?”

“ In my spare moments,” answered the boy. Here wasa poor, hard-work-
ing boy, with few chances for schooling, yet nearly fitted for college by simply
improving his spare moments.

Another boy, who often passed a book-stall, stopped, when he had a few
momedts to spare, and looked with earnest eyes on a Greek Testament. A
gentleman who noticed him said, ¢ Why, you do not know Greck, my poor
boy.”’ ¢ Yes I do, s little,” was the reply. It was then found that the boy,
though one of a poor family, had, under great difficulties, had advanced him-
self some way in the Greek tongue. Such was his beginning. He grew up
to'be a learned Bishop of the Church of England.

Traly, are not spare moments the ¢ gold dust of time ?"” How should they
be treasured ! and yet how are we apt to spend them ? 'What can you show
for them ? Look and see. These boys could tell you how much can be laid
up by wisely improving them ; and there are many other boys, I am afraid,
in jail, in the house of correction, in the gambling-house or tippling-shop,
who, if you asked them when they began their evil courses, might answer,
¢« In my spare moments.” * In my spare moments [ gambled money away.”
4t In my spare moments I drified away with bad companions.”
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Be careful how you spend your spare moments. Temptation always hunts
us out in small seasons like these, when we are not busy. He gets into our
hearts, if possible, in just such gaps. There he hides, planning all sorts of
mischief. ~Take care, then, we repeat, take care of your spare moments !—
Child’s Companion,

Correspondence,

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

For the reason given in the Preface, communications for the July number
should be sent—unless other directions are given at the Union Meeting—to
the Pullisher of the INDEPENDENT, 34 King St. East, (Box 468, P. 0.)
Toronto.

Our exchanges will oblige by noting the directions to be given next mouth
for the future address of their papers.

Despite of immense self-denial in restraining our own pen, and of robbing
the ¢ folks at Home’ of their monthly portion, we have been compelled to
put some valuable contributions in our will. Qur fortunate heir will come at
once into a handsome amount of savings.

In the course of the year, over fifty contributors have enriched our pages.
The proportion of original matteris fully equal to that of the previous volume—
30 per cent. editorial, and 40 contributed. What could we do without the
magazine as a safety-valve ?

PASTORAL ECCLESIASTICAL INSTRUCTION.

Dear Sir,—If your space permits, I should like in a few words to draw
attention to the above subject. And as Isee that our Congregational Union,
finding itself somewhat at rest in regard to matters of organization and nego-
tiation, is about to sit down to listen to and consider matters relating to the
life and work of the churches, I could wish their insertion in the June num-
ber, in the hope that some one may be led to echo, and impart weight and
influence to my views.

There is, I think, a feeling current amongst us leading to & very sparing
declaration and maintenance of our church principles, lest on the one hand
there should be undue prominence given to a part of ¢ the Truth’ which is
subordinate, and on the other obstacles might be placed in the way of chris-
tian fraternity and union. Without attempting to define the amount of influ-
ence due to these considerations, I submit that, besides those reasons for the
careful inculcation of church principles and obligations which are of general
application, there are special motives under our system, and in the condition
of our churches in this country, for thorough instruction on the subject.

One of these special motives is, the position more or less of active influence
which each member of a Congregational church may and should exercise in
the body. Another is the absence of previous instruction and information on
the subject in the case of many who are received into our churches. Con-
nected with this is a third, in the fact that when such uninstructed persons
Temove to another locality and consequently from the influence of the minister
who perhaps formed their chief tie to a Congregational church, their new
religious counection is determined rather by acccident or personal influence
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than by principle. I merely mention these as they can be easily verified from
experience and observation.

The want of that indoctrination on church order, which in most cases is
only attained by ¢ precept upon precept’ and ¢ here a little and there a little,’
produces frequently some such ideas as these :— We are a little republie, inde-
pendent; irresponsible.—Qur minister is our hired teacher, if he does not suit
us, we don’t engage him any longer,”—with notions of individual church rela-
tionship to match, This is no caricature, and a church imbued with such
views is easily disturbed and perhaps divided by any difference of opinion.

I have little doubt that the importance of the subject will be admitted by all,
and therefore, without urging it on its principal but well understood grounds,
I state my opinion that the required knowledge and conviction will in most
cases only be produced by continuous pastoral instrucjion. An earnest meu-
ber of our church who has now finished his course spent considerable pains
in distributing the works of Orme, Wardlaw, and Robertson on the subject,
and no doubt with good effect. Dut there are very many persons to whom,
from want of habits of mental application to any subject, such treatises will
be of little use, and such must be reached by oral instruction.

I should be very sorry to be supposed to entertain’ the idea that to be a
good Congregationalist is nearly as important as to be & good Christian, but
I should insist that, as those who have laboured in the work of planting
churches of our order in Canada are at least as much convinced as ever of
the value of our distinctive principles and the need of their perpetuation,
every pastor should aim that each member of his church may “know how
he ought to behave himself in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God,” and be able to answer the questions, ¢ What is a Congrega-
tionalist #” and “ Why are you one ?”

M- 14, 1868. S.

REV. BE. EBBS TO THE UNION.

Dear EpiTor,—Having many strong affinities towards you and your
fellow-workers in the Canadian field, revived by my recent visit,and rendered
specially active by the near approach of your annual convention, my heart

rowpts the writing of a few paragraphs for your valuable magazine, as the
ouly available substitute for personal attendance at your meeting. Ihad fully
espected to be present with you, and should have much preferred the month
of June as the time of my visit, had personal pleasure determined that question,
especially as I longed to see the faces of many beloved brethren with whom
I could not hold personal communion elsewhere than at your meeting.  More-
over, the place of meeting has peculiar endearments to me, and I had counted
on the great pleasure of remewing acquaintance with many old and young
friends there. Ten years have elapsed since my removal from Hamilton to
Paris, and though it has frequently been my privilege to meet the beloved
flock since, I have never spent so much time amoung them as will be occupied
by yourmeeting. To the many friends whom I expected then to meet I would,
by means of your columps, convey loving salutations.

The brethren could hardly realize the mournful satisfaction afforded us in
our deep sorrow, by their sympathizing recognition of our heavy bereavement,
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at their last annual meeting. I had hoped to express to them in person my
grateful appreciation of their kindness.

May your anticipated gathering prove to all a truly refreshing season !
With warm affection, yours,
Aurora, 111, 18th May, 1868. Epwarp Enss.

[An interesting account of the new ¢ Aurora Association,” is necessarily
omitted from the above.]

FREE SEATS vs. PEW RENTS.

My pEAR Sir,—The following paper was prepared for and read at a weet-
ing beld in Zion Church, for the discussion of a motion on this question. I
have been urged by very many of my fellow-members, who think move highly
of the paper than I do, to send it to you for publication in the pages of the
CANADIAN INDEPENDENT, should you deem it worthy of insertion.

GeorGe Comrxisi.
Montreal, May 16, 1868.

The following reasons may be urged against the system of pew-rents recom-
mended by the motion now before the church :

1. It is in direct contravention of the plan adopted by the church at the time
of the erection of this building, and on the ground of which subseriptions were
made and sought, and time and labour expended, by those who had the manage-
ment of the church’s affairs at that period of its history.

Among the published records of the chureh, for the year 1846, I find the fol-
lowing : —* September 16th was set apart as a day of special prayer, in view of &
speedy occupancy of the new building. The plan of allvcating seats, and for
raising funds, was formally adopted and ordered to be printed for general use.”
That plan was as follows:

“Plan agreed 1o prior to the Dedication of Zion Churck, and circulated on that
occasion.—The order of management in this building assumes the following basis:
1. In the Christian Sanctuary, distinctions on account of relative measures of
wealth or poverty ought not to have place. 2. Itis the duty and privilege of
every one who hears the gospel, and who enjoys the benefits arising from the ser-
vices of the sanctuary, to contribute, according to ability, towards its support.
The duty is distinctly enjoined in the word of God; the privilege appears in the
fact that such a course is connected essentially with the Divine blessing. 3. The
utmost latitude should be afforded in the house of God for the admissivn of stran-
gers and of all who desire occasionally to worship therein.”

_ Further; in the same proceedings attention is particularly ealled to the follow-
ing note :

“N. B.—At the opening of the Zion Church, it was set forth from the pulpit,
and by a printed circular, that the erection of the building had been undertaken
largely with o city and home missionary intent, that the numerous strangers who
visited the city, and all residents in it, might have free access to its seats, without
any fear of being considered intruders.”

There can be no doubt that this action of the church, as here set forth, was in
accordance with the spirit and intent of the great Founder of the Church, who
seat forth his first messengers to Zleir work * without purse or serip,” relying
upnn the Christian willinghood and liberality of those who should become the
recipients of the blessings they had to bestow. And it redounds to the honor of
this church, that it should come to such a resolve as this, at a time when it was
young and weak, and beset with the grave pecuniary difficalties incidental to the
enlarged responsibilities it had assumed by the erection and occupancy of this
building, Moreover, by its aatiup, it showed to the other Independent churches
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of this land, that it Zad faith in the principles of Voluntaryism and Christian
willinghood, of which it professed to be the exponent ; and, in this respeet, it wae
far in advance of its sister-churches of that and subsequent times. Nor was it
disappointed of its expeoctations. Year by year did it become a growing power
for good, and o centre of healthful influence, to this community ; its number of
members and congregation steadily increased ; and, in spite of commercial
depression, and other embarrassments, its financial difficulties were overcome.
And during these lafer years of its history, it has been enabled to incur, and to
meet, larger pecuniary liabilities, both fised and special, than it had ever before
assumed. To my mind, these facts furnish proof, abundant and gratifying, both
of the wisdom and of the success of the plan and policy originally adopted, and
since acted upon, by the church. Nor do present circumstances, in my judg-
meat, indicate any necessity for the abandonment of this policy. Kt is a serious
business, in & matter that so vitally affects the power of the church for the per-
formance of its proper work, to abandon a mode of procedure which has been so
successful, for one which is, confessedly, difficult in its working, and of doubtful
issue. And besides all this, it is only what is due to those who, in the past his-
tory of this church, have given so largely of their time, their talents, and their
substance, for the promotion of its welfare and efficiency, that we should not
rashly depart from the path they trod, but rather endeavour to maintain and per-
fect the successful course which they began. The religion of Carist is conserva-
tive of all that is good ; destructive only of that which is evil.

2. It is in opposition to the spirit of the religion of Christ, inasmuch as it tends
to the introduction of class distinctions into the house of God.

This church decided in accordance with the spirit of christianity, when it
resolved,—that “ In the christian sanctuary, distinctions on account of relative
measures of wealth or poverty ought not to have place.”” Solong as men remain
what they are, with mental and physical aptitudes for the prosecotion of business
and the acquisition of wealth, different the one from the other, *‘ the rich” and
‘ the poor” will be found among us. The Bible recoguises the existence of these
classes ; but never, so far as the mere distinction between them is concerned, is
it in favour of the rich, but rather on the side of the poor. In the economy of
the Christian church, whatever distinctions may be recognized and allowed on
the ground of superior piety, wisdom and knowledge, no recognition nor prece-
dence is accorded to the merely wealthy, because Christianity forms its estimate ofa
man, not on the ground of what ke has, but of what %e ¢s, and because a man may
attain unto wealth irrespective of his moral character. It is not an essential
condition, nor even an accessory, to moral worth. And hence in the New 'lest-
tament, to give precedence to the rich, as such, is always condemned in the most
unequivocal language. * God is no respecter of persons,” and those who have
“men’s persons in admiration because of advantage” (or gain) are classed by
the apostle with a very low and unworthy sort. And the apostle James writes
thus in condemnation of this class distinction:— My brethren, have not the
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. [Fur
if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel. and
there come in also & poor man in vile raiment; and ye have respect to him that
weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place : and
say to the poor, Stand thou there, or, Sit here under my footstool : are ye not then
partial in yourselves?” and, * If ye have respect to persons ye commit sin, and are
convinced of the law as transgressors.” Had the apostle witnessed the aclual
working of the pew-rentsystem, he could not have set forth its spirit and effect in
more clear and telling language, For what does this system actually do? Put-
ting the Christian Sanctuary in the same category with the Theatre or Opera-house,
by making it a source of revenue, it partitions off its pews into classes according
to their excellence, and puts such a price upon those which are accounted the
best as falls within the power only of the well-to-do to pay. 'The effect of thlg
is, that it says to the rich—* Go up higher;” *Sit thou here in a good place
to the poor—* Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool,” or in the
“fourth line” of the gallery seats. Proference is given to the man of means,
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who may be the merest worldling, and may have no connection with the church ;
whilst the aged member of the church, who has his done work manfully and
efficiently by his self-denial, his zealous Iabours, and his prayers; whose children
havo been consistently trained, and brought into the church, and have become
sources of strength to it; such a one, whose claims to Christian consideration
and prefercnce are thus of the highest possible kind, because of the mere acci-
dent of his poverty, is rolegated to the back seats. Brethren, this is the system,
and these its effects, which you are now called upon toadopt! Can you conceive
of any more theroughly in keeping with the spirit of the world; of uny, mare
utterly opposed to the spirit of IIim who ever delighted to honor, to help, and to
bless the poor—whose followers we profess to be? I cannot.

3. The system of pew-rents operates prejudicially to the aggressive wark of the
church on the masses of poor and igoorant men who are outside of its pale.

One grand function and duty of the chureh, is “ to preach the gospel to the
poor ; ’—to invite and to attract all men, nd matter how poor, how ignorant, how
blind, to the enjoyment of the blessings which Christ presents. The Master him-
self made this function one of the leading characteristic marks of His Messizhship.
He declared that Heshad been sent by the Father, and *anointed to preach the
gospel to the poer; ” and in answer to the weighty demand of the Baptist, ** Art
thou He that should come, or do we look for another?”” He hade the messengers
announce to John, among other marks of his Divine character and mission, that
“the poor have the gospel preached to them.” Just as the chureh, therefore,
Jays herself out for this great work, and succeeds therein, does she follow in the
footsteps of her Master. It is her daty and her interest, therefore, to devise all
possible means of attracting and bringing under her influence, the masses that
are without. Does the system of letting pews, and exucting a rent fur the same,
help her in this work? I am bold to affirm that it does not, that it can not ;—
moreover, that it directly hinders her. In proof of this, I appeal to the history
and experience of the churches of the Mother Country. During the past few years,
the living churches there have not heen conteut to remain what they had been,
churches of the monied and middle classes ; and they have asked themselves the
question, where are the poor, and the ignorant, and the vicious of our large cities ?
Why are they not with us? And, as yet, under the existing management of their
chapels, they have not been able to gather in these classes. But no sooner was the
expedient tried of throwing open the theatres, and other places of public resort,
for the free proclamation of the gospel,than thousands flocked thither ; and, though
steeped in poverty, squalor, and vice, they heard the Word with as much order and
decorum, and apparent interest too, as do our ordinary congregations. And in the
conferences that have been held with the working-men on this matter their repre-
sentatives have urged, among other reasons for their non-attendance at the
churches, the fact that they could not brook the slight put upon their position by
reason of the class distinctions which they found prevailing in the house of
God. It is not that the poor man and working-man expect to hear the gospel for
nothing ;—they are too proud for that ;—but they are ready to contribute, and
do contribute, to the extent of their means, when they feel that their manhood is
not slighted. In this city, at the evening service of the Anglican Cathedral, and
in other churches, and,at the Religious Sunday Afternoon Service, under the
auspices of the Temperance Society, where the seats are free, large congregations
have heen and are still gathered together, very many of whom are not found in
our regular assemblies, If the same has not been accomplished in this chureh,
the fault lies not with our voluntary system, but elsewhere. When.this church,
more than twenty years ago, resolved to undertake the building, largely with a
city and home-missionary intent ; and with the utmost latitude and facility for
strangers, it put itself in the right position for doing the Master’s work and
achieving success. And this brings me to my last objection ;—

4. That to adopt the'pew-rent system now would be a retrograde step for the
church to take, and inexpedient. .

If the former posisions which I bave sought to establish are true, as, I think,
must he admitted ; then this last follows from them as a simple consequence.
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But apart from this, the step would be a retrogade one for the reason that the
method of providing the ways and means, which has been in vogae among us so
long, is one of high christian intelligence, faith and excellence; whilst the other
system is of the earth, earthy. To contribute for the maintenace of the ciuse of
Christ, anq its extension in the world according as God hath prospered us, from
a conscientious sense of privilege and duty, is a noble ghristiin act, everywhere
enjoined upon the individual believer and the church collectively, in the New
Testament, by the Lord and Ilis Apostles. To raise the funds of the church Ly an
auction sale of pews, or by an assessment and exaction of a fixed rental, is nowhere
so much as hioted at, or implied by any action of the early church, as therein
recorded. To revert to such, therefore, would be a return to that which is akin
“ to the beggarly elements” of this world. -

Tinally, the step would be inexpedient. * Leave well alone,” is an old proverb
and a good one. This church has, at the present time, enough upon its hands,
to tax its utmost energies, and to call forth its most prayerful anxiety, devoted.
ness and zeal, without the intrusion of anything that may give rise to new
discussion, or that may awaken new doubts and anxieties. Therefore, I say, let
us re-affirm the sound principle and practice of our predecgssors; and, in God’s
strength, gird ourselves anew with the resolve to give it a more hearty, manly,
;md conscientious working, Then will large success be ours to gladden our
\earts.

Arterry Fotices,

The Australian Congregational Year-Bool: for 1868 has reached us, direet
from Melbourne. It is as interesting as its predecessor. Prefixed to it isa
well-executed lithograph of Mr. Henderson’s new church, an imposing strue-
ture, over 90 feet square, costing £13,000.

In March, 1867, we called attention (p. 375) to a work on The Lheory of
the Eldership, by Principal Campbell of Aberdeen, in which the writer gave
up the clah for a distinction between the ¢ teaching” and the “ruling”
elder; quoting at the same time from an approving review written by a con-
tributor to the Canada Presbyterian Record, and a simultaneous communica-
tion to the same purport—though not referring to the book—in the Preshy-
terian, orgaun of the Kirk in Canada. The American Theological and Pres-
byterian Revicwo for April has a notice of the same work by Professor R. I
Hitcheock, of the Union Seminary, New York, in which he says,—

The drift of critical opinion is now decidely in thisdirection. Itis beginning
to be conceded, even among Presbyterians of the staunchest sort, that Calviu was
mistaken in his interpretation of 1 Tim. v. 17 ; that two orders of Presbyters are
not there brought to view, but only one order; the difference referred to being
simply of service, not of rank . . . Much less may we rely on Rom. xii. 8, or 1 Cor.
xii, 28. . . . A better support is sought for the Lay Eldership in the New Testa-
meat recognition throughout of the right and propriety of lay participation in
Church govérnment; in the general right of the Church, as set forth by Hooker
in his Ecclesiastical Polity, to govern itself by whatsvever forms it pleases.” * As
Presbyterians it is high time for us to stop this Jure Divino (Divine right) busi-
ness altogether. Jure Divino Presbyterianism is no better than Jure Devino Epis-
%t;pacy’,,or Jure Divino Congregationalism, except in so far as the polity itselfis

tter.

We do not wonder that clear-headed and fair interpreters refuse any longe!
to build the pyramid of the Presbyterian church-court system on the apex o
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proof to be found in 1 Tim. v. 17, or Acts xv. But did the Head of the
church give it the “general right ” ““to govern itself by whatsocver forms ¢
pleases 2 Does not Paul say, ¢ My ways which be in Christ, as T teach
everywhere in every chureh;” ¢ so ordain I in all churches;” ¢ we have no
such custom, neither the churches of God?” If the New Testament is
appealed to at all, as to “lay participation in Church government.” it will
invest ¢ the whole church” with that power. (Acts vi. 2, 3, 5; xv. 22,
23; 1 Cor. v. 4, 5; 2 Cor. ii. 6; &e.)

Young men in cities will go far before they find a better manual than Rev.
T. Binney's Lessons from the History of Joseph, entitled, From Seventeen to
Thirty : The Town Life of a Youth from the Country ; its Trinls, Tempta-
tions and Advantages. (Nisbet, 16 mo., 1s. 6d.) We need not say that the
writer has been known, his life-long, as the young man’s minister.

The Prodigal Son,by Rev. W. Morley Punshon, (London ; J. Clarke &
Co., 1s. 6.) will have a special interest for Canadian readers just now. Our
London namesake says,—* These four secrmons are very good specimens of
Mr. Punshon’s style;—ornate, impassioned personification and picturesque
representation are the arts by which he captivates and carries his auditors
away, leaving a deep impression both upon the heart and conscience ; for the
colours are not the brilliant iridesence on the bubble; thereisa solid substra-
tum of thought, reasoning aud sound sense in every address made by Mr.
Punshon, whether on the platform or in the pulpit.” To which we may add
that this is quite the impression made on our own minds by the author.

Dr. James Hamilton’s Notes on the same Parable—first published in a costly
form, with exquisite illustrations by Selous—have been reprinted separately.
(Nisbet, 16 mo., 1s. 6d.)

Tue Pay or Aurtnors IN AxEerica.—Qur Boston cotemporary, some
time since, gave the following figures as to the compensation obtained by
authors. For books, the common rate is ten per cent on the retail price of
the work. The larger quarterlies pay from 81 to 85 a page. The ddantic
Monthly pays $10 a page, and more to Ilulmes, Lowell, and a few of the
very first class. Its pages average 700 or 800 words. The Geloxy pays
$1 per page of about 500 words. Harper's Montlly pays $5 for a page con-
taining double that quantity, and sometimes $6, $7, and $8. The Salblath at
Home gives up to $3 or $1 for a small page. Awmong the juvenile maga-
zines, Riverside pays 85 ; Our Young Folks, $1; Our Boys and Girls $1.

Dritish and Foreigw Becord.

Tus May MEETINGS were procceding prosperously in London, all the
principal Societies reporting extended work and resources.

The Liberation Society, holding its Triennial Conference in the midst of
the Irish Church debate, had a jubilant yet solen meeting. Mr. Edward
Miall nobly said, that he wanted to go aside to think and pray, rather than
be lauded as he was.
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The Scorrisn CoNGREGATIONAL UNION held a successful meeting in
Glasgow, April 7—9. An Eaglish visitor states (in the English Indepen-
dent) that the body is about to add to its practical mission work that utterance
of denominational sentiments on various matters internal and external, which
has made the southern Union such a power among the churches and in the
land. Here is a singular item :—“ On Wednesday morning, the ministers
breakfasted alone, and the deacons had a similar gathering by themselves in
the Trades’ Hall.””

The Exerisa Unton MEeeriNg and CoroNiAL MISSIONARY ANNIVER-
SARY are held, as usual, just too late for us to record their proceedings this
month. .

Tune Tyng Case.—We have said but little on this subject, so amply ven-
tilated clsewhere. DBut we must express our adherence to the opinion, that,
however illiberal and unchristian the ¢ Canon” violated may be, the course
for large-minded clergymen is to agitate for its repeal, rather than to break it
after prowmising obedience. Bishop Potter is consistently wrong : Mr. Tyng
inconsistently right. If such repeal cannot be secured, after reasonuble ex-
ertion to that end, let those whose hearts and consciences demand fraterniza-
tion with other Christians come out and be separate from the exelusive body.
If we were Churchmen at all, we should have to be High Churchmen. Low
Churchism may be nearer to the Bible, but it is farther from the Prayer
Book, and still farther from all the traditional genius of Episcopacy.

An amusing instance of ‘turning the tables” on High Churchmen of
another class, has occurred in Rhode Island. Mr. Hubbard, an Xpiscopal
clergyman in Westerly, baving braved his Bishop by preaching for a Baptist
neighbour, proposed to the latter to carry out their manifestation of brother-
hood, by a jolat communion service. But to that the “ Regular’” brother
could not accede, and so was beaten by the Episcopalian in the race of libe-
rality. Ob, fie!!

Youxc Men’s ConvenTION.—The Annual Couvention of the Young
Men’s Chrictian Associations of the United States and the British Provinces,
will be held this year in Detroit, commencing on Wednesday, 24th inst. We

1y

have no further particulars, and can only add one more word—* Go!:

A SavooN MEETING.—Having more than a mere curiosity to sce the
methods of Mr. K. A. Baraell in the saloon-preaching in which he has heen
so successful, we recently accepted an invitation to accompany him to one of
these services. The saloon chosen for the evening’s visit is known to the
missionary workers of the city as one of the most inaccessible in Chicago, the
proprietor becoming violently enraged whenever a professional ambassadur of
Christ darkeus his door.  Mr. B. entered in his usual quiet way, went directly
to the proprietor, pleasantly but frankly stated his errand, and, strange to s2y,
won permission for a fifteen minutes’ talk. The saloon was full—more full
than usual, as it always is on Sabbath evenings. Commencing ina converss-
tional, unprofessional maunner that immediately attracted attention, his first
remark sccured their sympathies. HMe saw by their dress that they were
mostly mechanics. He had been a mechanic himself. But as a mechanic
he had never secn the time when he could afford to spend a half-hour in 2
saloon : never in justice to his family could he spend ten cents for liquor
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Was a saloon a respectable place if they could not bring their wives and
children there? From this he slipped naturally into talk of the dangers
attending such habits, illustrating from faets coming under his own observa-
tion. The talk closed unpretendingly, as it began. Bus eyes were moistened
under the home appeals, and it is hardly a wonder that ufter a fervent prayer,
and a kindly, hearty hand-shake all round, a large number accepted his
invitation to accompany him to church.

The men are rare that have the tact, the wisdom, the warmth of heart and
especially the preparation in heaven-blessed labor of other departments of
Christian work that so fit Mr. B. for this peculiar field. But his success, to
which every week bears wonderful witness, hints to us how various are the
methods of faithful labor the Master will own and bless.—.ddvance.

Offral.

“ Canadian Independent” Publishing Company.— The Annual
Meeting of the members of the above company will be held in the Congrega-
tional Church, Hamilton, Ontario, on Wednesday, June 10, 1868, at 7.30 p.u.
A full and prompt attendance is necessary.

A. CurisTik,
Torouto, April 21, 1868. Secretary-Treasurer.

Congregational Union of Canada.—The next Annual Meeting of the
Union will be held (D. V.) in Hamilton, Ontario, in the Congregational Chureh,
commencing on Thursday, June 11th, at 10 a.x.

Arrangements have been made with the Grand Trunk and Great Western
Companies to carry Ministers, Delegates and Visitors to the Union to and from
Hamilton at a single fare. Those who travel by the Grand Trunk will be
furnished with cards on application to the Secretary of the Union, whick they
must present to the Ticket Clerk on purchusing their tickets, when a double
journcy ticket will be given them for one fare. Those coming from the West may
R\;rchase tickets to Paris, and travel thence to Hamiltun by Great Western

ilway, those from the east will, of course, leave the Grand Trank at Teronto.

Parties travelling by the Great Western Railway will pay full fare to Hamil-
ton and will be furnished with a card by the Secretary of the Union, as in
former years, entitling them to @ fice return ticket to the station at which they
embarked.

The follawing is the tariff of fares by the Steamboats, to parties about to attend
the Union Meeting at Hamilton. For return tickets, including meals and berths,
to and from Hamilton, from the following ports :—Montreal, $14 ; Corrwall, §12;
Prescott or Brockville, $10 ; Kingston, §8; Cobourg, $5; Darlinston, $3 ; Tor-
onto, 81 50. For return tickets, withoul meals and berths:—Montreal, $8 50 ;
Cornwall, $7; Prescott or Brockville, 86 ; Kingston, $4 50 Cobourg, $3;
Darlington, $2; Toronto, 75c. Brethren will remember, however, that Rule 13
restricts the Finance Committee to the payment of expenses ¢ by the cheapest
toute.” The Lake and River route must therefore be regarded as a Juxury not
contemplated in the Rule.

The Committee of the Union have made much moure elaborate preparation for
the Annual Meeting than ever before, and they hope, therofore, that it will prove
one of unusual interest. The following papers are being prepared at their
Tequest :—

I:‘L N Ji)octrinal Uniformity—how far desirable and attainable” Rev. K. M.
enwick.
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2. “ Why am T a Congregationalist ?—or the contra-distinctiveness of Congre-
gationalism.” Rev. J. G. Manly.

3. * Ilow can we better work our Mission fields?”’? Rev. W. F. Clarke.

4. “ How cav a Church best work its own field?”” Rev. R. Lewis.

N.B.—Brethren are particularly requested to make arrangements before leav-
ing home fo be present at the commencement of the Session and to remain till its close.

Also to make their statistical returns as soon after the 3rd of May as possible,
and send copious *“notes” of anything of interest.

‘I'he churches are respectfully reminded of the 13th standing rule, according to
which the annual collection on behalf of the Union, should be taken up ** in each
church, on or near the Lord’s Day prior to the meeting.”

The Committee of the Union will meet in the Congregational Church, at
Hamilton, at 3 p.u., on Wednesday, June 10th. »

Jonx Woop, Sec. Cong. Un. of Canada

Union Mecting—Accommodation.—All ministers and delegates who
purpose to be present_at the annual meetings of the Congregational Union are
requested to communicate their intention to the Accomodation Cummittee in
Hamilton as early as possible.—by the 1st of June at the very latest.

All ministera and delegates to the Union, are requested, on arriving in ITam-
ilton, to make their way to the Congregational Church, Hughson Street, where
parties will be in attendance to direct them to their respective quarters.

Those who may arrange for their own accommodation are also requested to
communicate—mentioning tig names of the friends with whom they in:tend to
lodge. Address to Dr. Laixng,

Hamillon, Ont.

Applications for admission into the Congregational Union of
Canada.—Churches and ministers wishing to become members of the Congrega-
tional Union, are respectfully referred to the firet standing rule of the body, pub-
lished with the minutes, which is as follows :—

‘1. Application for admission to the Union shall be made in writing, and shall
include a statement of doctrinal and ecclesiastical views. All such applications
sball be repurted to the Union, and at once referred to a standing (membership)
or special committee, for full enquiry. Upon their report that the evidence of
goad standing is sufficient and satisfactory, the applicants shall be eligible for
immediate admission by unanimous vote. In other cases, with the consent of the
Union, they shall stand proposed (with the privilege of honcrary membership),
until the next annual meeting, at which, after a further report from the same
commnittee, they may be fully received.”

It will greatly facilitate the work of the membership committee if all such ar-
plications be placed in my hands, as well as those for letters of dismission, b:fure
the Union assembles. Joun Woop,

Brantford, Oat., April 23, 1868. Sec. C.C. U.

Congregational Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund Society.
—The annual meeting of the above Suciety will be held in the Congregational
Church, Hamilton, on Thursday, 11th June, 1868, at two o’clock in the afternvon,
to receivo the Report from the Directors, elect a new Board, and transact such
other business as may come kefore them.

. Cuas. R. Brack, Secretary, Board of Dircclors.

Mountreal, May 11th, 1868.

Congregational Missionary Society of B. N. A.—The next Aunual
Meeting of this Suciety will be held, pursuant to adjournment, in the Congrega-
tional Church, Hamilton, Ontario, on Thursday, 11th June, 1868, at three v'clock
r.¥., not half-past two as first announced.

The Geuerai Committee will meet in the same place at 9 a. a. of the same day.

Hexny Winkes,

Montreal, April 20, 1368. General Sec.-Trcas.
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College Anniversary.—The Annual Regular Meeting of the Congregational
College of B. N. A, will be held in the Congregational Church, llamilton,
Ouatario, on Saturday, June the 13th, 1868, at 11 a.x.

A Committee has been appointed by the Board of Directors of the College with
the view of conferring with and examining [during the Union Meetina] any
who may purpose to present themselves as candidates for admission into the
College, at the begining of next session.

Congregational College, B. N. A,, Georce Cornism, M.A.,

Montreal, May 6, 1868. Secretary.

College Receipts.—Since my last acknowledgment of receipts in the Feb’y
number of the Canudian Independent, the following have come to hand :

Church at Kingston, $51 50; church at Eaton, $7; church at Garafraxa, $4;
church at Sherbrooke, $40 44; per Mr. A. Begg, S18 84; Rev. R. 1. Thomas,
Toronto, 53 ; Mr. Meundell, Belleville, $2; church at Pine Grove, $4 32; church
at Brantford, $35 90; church at Milton, N. S, $16; W. A, Wallis, $1.—S188,.

Moatreal, May 20, 1868. J. P. Crark, Lreasurer.

Defos of the Ehuvehes,

Re-opening of Zion Church, Montreal.—From various sources, a letter
from our attentive correspondent, ¢ Toga,” jncluded, we learn that, on Sabbaths
the 10th and 17th ult,, the restoration of Zion Church being complete, special
services of re-dedication were held, at which the following ministers officiated.
On the 10th, morning, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, text, Acts xvi. 13 ; afterncon, Rev. J. B.
Bonar (American Presbyterian), 1 Cor. iii. 1113 ; evening, Rev. Dr. Jenkins
(Kirk of Scotland), Jobn i. 47; on the 17th, morning, Rev. D. II. Mc¢Vicar
{Tanada Presbyterian), Matt. xxiv. 14; and evening, Rev. G. Douglas (Wes-
leyan), Rom. i. 16. There were large congregations on each occasion, especially
in the evenings, and the services wero altogether pleasant and successful. The
pastor writes us: * The building is really beautiful inside— greatly improved.”
The Montreal Witness supplies the following particulars :—* The interior has been
plmos. ntir="v reconstructed, and in some respects improved. Perhaps in no part
is this mure v.aible than in the ceiling, which, instead of being flat, as heretofore,
is coved, and very tastefully ornamented. The galleries are new, and the pews
therein arranged in curved lines, which adds greatly to the pleasing effect on the
eye, whilst it onuses every hearer to face the preacher. This always desirable
effeet is also secured in the body of the church ; but here, by a strange perversity,
as it would seem to us, angles have heen used, which are disagreenble to the eye,
especially when viewed from the galleries above. The backs of the pews, in the
Ludy of the church, incline at a comfortable pitch; but in the gallery they have
been placed in the old, uncomfortable, perpendicular fashion. The general aspect
of the church is one of lightness and elegance; and a certain richness is given
Uy the judicious use of a bordering of stained glass in the windows ; while a
very beantifnl oriel of the richest coloring gives warmth to the whole. The front
of the galleries is painted in oak, with elongated panels in maple ; and the pulpit,
which is a simple, slightly ornamented structure, is painted in oak and elm. Of
tic organ—of which we shall have more to say in a few days—it may be here
stated that it fills the recess wherein it stands, and its general appearance is that
of those built at the present period. An elegant gasalier depends from the centre
of the ceiling, and, whilst affording light for the evening service, enhances the
general appearance of the interior at all times.”—Dr. Wilkes stated in his sermon,
“Twenty-one years and a half ago that very day, they bad dedicated that house
of prayer to God. Thres years ago it had been enlarged, and now it had been

reconstructed from its ashes, and they were a third time met within it, to seek
renewed spiritual blessings.”
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One important item of general interest we must not omit: * We have secared
an excellent College room, under the organ and behind the pulpit.” Qur friends
in the commercial metropolis have not esenped the universal fate of builders, for,
says the Witness, * between $5,000 and $6,000 have been espended in the recon-
struction of the building more than was received from the insurance companies
in consequence of the fire which rendered the reconstruction necessary. The old
galleries were taken down and replaced with new oues, in consequence of a por-
tion of the beams or foundations which sustained them having been discovered to
be decayed, and consequently insecure.” A large circle of Christian brethren, of
various denominations, in Canada, Britain and the United States, to whom * Zion
Church, Montreal,” suggests pleasant memories and hopes of Christian work and
worship, and of manifold helpfulness and hospitality, will join with us in con-
gratulating pastor and people on their re-entrance upon their noble sanctuary,
and in the prayer that it may be the birth-place and home of many souls, for long
years to come.

We had hoped to present herewith, apropos of this occasion, an additional
chapter of ‘“ Church History,” in the shape of a sketch of Congregational move.
ments in Montreal, but want of space has deferred the execution of the plan,
‘We are not sure that the modesty of our readers in that quarter will not suffer
from their finding themselves already occupying so prominent a position in the
present number !

Presentation to the Rev. Mr. Elliot.—The social gathering which took
place on Tuesday evening, 28th April, in the Congregational Church, for the pur-
pose of presenting parting testimonials to the Rev. Mr. Elliot, on tho occasion of
his leaving this city to minister in Halifax, was numerously attended, many warm
and personal friends, members of other congregations, being present with the
congregation. Amongst others, we noticed the Rev. Mesers. Wardrope, Gordon
and Stone, also His Worship the Mayor. A well supplied table was spread in
the basement of the church. The evergreen decorations were very neat, and the
mottoes much admired. After the good things had been discussed, and the choir
had sung some suitable pieces of music, the chairman, G. Maclean Rose, Esq., in
a few highly apppropriate remarks, stated the object of the meeting, and called
on Mr. Foote to read the address which had been prepared, Mr. Lamb present.
ing a gold watch and chain at the proper time. We can quote but one para-

raph :—
&b This love-offering very feebly expresses our regard for you as a faithful pastor,
a wise counsellor, a sympathising friend, and a pattern of godliness and social
excollence. We ghall fondly cherish the remembrance of you; and not only
your own flock, but the friends of Christ of every name have highly appreciated
the benign influence of your whole deportment and labors in this city.”

The ladies of the congregation having brought in and presented to Mrs. Elliot
an elegant silver cake basket, sugar bowl and pitcher, the Rev. Mr. Elliot replied,
referring also in eloquent and touching terms to the testimonial presented to Mrs.
Elliot, and thanking the ladies in her name: after grateful acknowledgement of
the gifts received, he said,—

“In 1859 I came hither as an agent of the London Colonial Missionary Society,
and the Canada Missionary Society conjointly, for the purpose of seeking to com-
mence and forward a Congregational cause in this city. A few joined me in the
enterprise. The Temperance Hall was rented, and in it I ministered for » time.
In 1860 a Congregational Church was organized ; and in 1862 this excellent stone
edifice was reared and opened for worship. Somewhat recently the gallery was
erected ; and, through your liberality, aided by generous contributions from dif-
ferent quarters, the building is now free from debt. I am thaukful to the great
Head of the church, and to you, for the respectful, confiding, and cordial co-oper-
ation of vy endeared friends, the Deacons of the Church, and not only of other
members of the church, but of the congregation also.” * Ever dear to me will
be the recollection, not only of association with you, but of cordialities and co-
operations in association with beloved ministerial brethren and other Christian
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friends of different denominations in this city. In whatever other respects
Ottawa may prosper (and in many respects it is growing rapidly) may it ever
advance in brotherly love and charity, and increase with all the increase of God.”

More excellent music was then given by tho choir, when a deputation of the
Ottawa Auxilliary Bible Society came forward and presented a handsomely bound
large copy of the Bible. ‘T'he Rev. Mr. Wardrope spoke in a very complimentary
mauner of Mr. Elliot, referring to his usefulness and the esteem in which he was
hold by his brother clergymen in this city. The Mayor, Mr. Friel, spoke of Mr.
Elliot’s worth as a citizen and a Christian. After a few remarks from the Rev.
Mr. Stone the meeting closed.—From Ollawa paper. ’

.

Rev. E. Ebbs has reccived a cordial and unanimous call to the ckurch at
Ottawa, which he supplied for three Sabbaths in April. We are sure that the
whole Congregational brotherhood of the Dominion would second this call, if
they were allowed to vote. We hope it may be accepted.

The Pew-Rent Question in Montreal.— Our readers will remember
that in the course of the present year, a vigorous discussion was carried on in
these pages on the Pew-Rent question, by members of Zion Church, Montreal.
In,connection with the re-opening of the church, the matter was regularly brought
up for discussion at a special church meeting, held on the 13th ult. 'I'he Witness
gives an account of the discussion and its result, which we regret that our space
forbids us fully to transcribe, as, in the matter of the Weekly Offering system, Zion
Church is *“ the mother of us all” who practise it, and many churches will be
anxious to know in detail what its long experience (twenty-one years) has deve-
loped for or against the plan. Mr. Cornish’s communication, on another page,
however, and the former ones of Mr. Wood and Mr. Clark, bring out nearly all
the areuments used in the discussion.

“The motion was to assess sittings, on a scale varying according to the posi-
tion of the pews, to meet all expenses. An amendment was moved, to the effect
that a low scale of pew-rents should be adopted, so as to secure that all paid
something, supplemented by a weekly collection, in which full scope would be
allowed for voluntary liberality. After a lengthy, able and harmonious discus-
sion, the amendment was put and lost, and also the main motion, both by very
large majorities. A motion was then made to adopt the purely free system, allot-
ting no seats, and asking no one what he would give; to which an amendment
was moved, approving and reafirming the plan adopted twenty years ago, and
instructing the trustees to allot the seats in the repaired building in accordance
therewith.  This ansendment was carried almost unanimously, and all appeared
to be satisfied that every phase of the question had been fully presented and con-
sidered, and that the church had, by an overwhelming majority, indicatel its
preference. It should be explained that the allotment of pews and sittings is in
the order of seniority on the church-roll.”

A discussion of this nature, conducted and concluded in the good spirit here
manifested, is an excellent illustration of the educating influence of the cburch-
meeting. The Montreal people have got thereby a grip of the voluntary principle

that nothing else would give them. Let this be put to balance cccasional out-
breaks under our free polity.

Testimonials to Rev. F. Hastings.—This gcntlcman, who has only been
ashort time in St. John, by his geniality of disposition and devotedness to his
various dutics, has endeared himself not only to the Congregational Church, but
to our citizens generally. Ile and his family being now about to visit England
for a few months, have recently been the ohjects of many acts of kindness. The
Church has made liberal arrangements for supply in the Pastor’s absence. A few
adherents of the congregation recently presented Mr. Hastings with a purse of
$200. The Young Ladies presented substantial tokens of their regard, the Young
Men an Address of which any pastor might be proud, and private individuals
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many tokens of regard which cannot be publicly named We congratulate Mr.
Hastings on the estimation in which he is held in St. John, and wish him and
hisffumily a pleasant trip to “Old England ” and back again, after a modcrate
vacation.— Morning Journal, St. Johr, N. B., 220d April.

.

Donations to Rev. J. G. Sanderson.—A short time ago the members of
the newly organized church at Vespra, sent, as a present, 2 load of oats to their
Pastor, which, considering the high price of them this year, viz. 65¢. per bushel,
was no small gift. As an instancoe of the good feeling pervading the members
we may notice an instance connected with bripging the gift. The good Deacon
rose early one morning and went to the houses of the various members, and
gathered from each a bag or two, which he wished to take that day to the resi-
dence of the minister, who lives a distance of fifteen miles from the Vespra
settlement. One house was however passed by, it being known that no oats were
there. This did not please the good man who dwelt there, and he kindly expos-
tulated concerning such treatment, stating that if he had no oats he could
purchase them ; and immediately went and purchased a bag full, carrying them
on his shoulder to the house of the Deacon. Singce receiving the above the Pastor
has received a gift from the young men of the Rugby Church, who seeing that
the long drives he was continually obliged to take, with rather a heavy buggy,
were not easy work for his horse, presented him with a light gig, suitable for
seating one person only, not a very social conveyance perhaps, but all the better
for that at certnin times of the year. It isa thing that all country ministers
%ught tg, have, as thereby their well knowa desire for fast driving may be grati-

ed.— Com.

Newmarket.—Rev. C. Spettigue has resigned the pastorate of the Cungrega-
tional Church in Newmarket—and his resignation has been accepted by the
church ; to take effect on the 1st July next.

Markham.—The church in Markham desiring to have a minister resident
among them, and devoting his attention entirely to that part of the field, Rev.
B. W. Day has resigned his charge there, retaining that of Stouffville. This
arrangement comes into effect at the end of the present month, )

A Congregational Church in want of a Pastor.—Know all men by
these presents, that the Congregational church at Speedside, Eramosa, wishes to
obtain a resident Pastor. All honour is due to that indefatigable, Agricultural,
Congregational Bishop of Guelph, who rides twenty miles each Sabbath and
preaches three times in order to keep our pulpit supplied. Owing to his numernus
engagements, and the distance from us, it is impossible for him to attend our
Bible class, or Sabbath school, and other clerical duties. Besides, we are afraid of
being accessory to breaking him down. Therefore, if the INpDEPENDENT publishes
this communication, and it meets the eye of a Pastor who is moveable, who is
suitable for the field, and the field suitable for him, it may be the means of
settling a minister, and a church getting a pastor, about the time of the Union
mesting. Perhaps it would be well to be honest in explaining what kind of
minister would be acceptable. 1st, we want a minister of undoabted piety; 2nd,
one whose credentials are all:right; 3rd, other things being equal, a classical
scholar would be preferred ; 4th, we think every minister should be a teetotaller;
5th, we do not want one who is a slave to the vile weed, in any shape; 6ih, He
must not be an ultra-Calvinist ; 7th, we want one who can preach without crutches,
that is, without reading his sermons ; 8th, a minister with a small family would
suit us best, we could not support one with a large family. We do not intend
to trouble the Missionary Society, further than to entertain the deputation, aud
contribute to its funds.  Lastly, we would like our Bishop to rule well in bis
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own house. Tt does not look well for individuals or churches to be blowing their
own trumpet, and should those whom it may concern, wish to know more about
the church ac Speedside, Eramosn, they are referred to our last minister, Rev.
Chas. Duff’s statement, as published in the Canabpran INDEPENDENT of July,
1867, near the bottom of the 66th page.
JauEs PgrERS.

Speedside, Eramosa, May 8th, 18068,

[The above proclamation is issued by the writer, on his own responsibility, as
Deacon and Secretary of the church since 1845.—Ebp.]

Dr. Carriithers on Montreal in 1867.—The Revd. Dr. Carruthers, for-
merly of Montreal, but for over twenty years past of Portland, has communicated
to the Chnstian Mirror—the Maine Congregational paper—the impressions re-
ceived during a recent visit to the former city. A few extracts will be interesting
to our readers. Speaking of church-extension, he says :—** The Methodists have
done nobly in the way of extending their influence and multiplying their effective
organization in this great emporium. With characteristic sagacity they have
selected the best possible sites for their religious edifices, and have uniformly
built them of such a size as to indicate the expectation of success. Within the
last twenty years, they have more than tripled their churches in the city, putting
to shame the miserable policy, so adverse to all experience, of secking strength in
the concentration rather than in the expansion of moral power. If there be any
exception to the general rule, that © the children of this world are wiser in their
generation than the children of light,’ the exception is to be found in the eccle-
stustical designs and doings of the Wesleyan community. May the God of Israel
still bless aud prosper them! Congregationalism is nearly where it was twenty-
five years ago, there being but one organized church of that body with a mission
chapel sustained by it at the opposite extremity of the city, The Congregation-
alists are numerous, rich, and liberal, and, though not as yet lengthening their
denominational cords, are certainly strengthening their Christian stakes, so ag to
bear a much heavier pressure than they have hitherto borne, in the way of evan-
gelizing the city and vicinity. It will not do to quate Montreal otherwise than
as an exception to prove the rule, as illustrating the expansive puwer of Congre-
gationalism. Some allowance must be made for the extensive preference given
by Scotch and English immigrants for their hereditary ecclesiastical forms of
Episcopal and Presbyterian government, but every 8cclesiastical organization. to
preserve its purity and power and even its existence, must be aggressive. Zion
church is yet, we trust, destined to see a numerous progeny of similar organiza-
tions scattered over the expanding city of Montreal.”

Of the Ministerial Association, he remarks :—* It was also the writer’s pri-
vilege to to attend the first of the Winter Meeting of the so-called Ministerial
Association comprising—Presbyterians of various churches, | Methodists,] Bap-
tists and Congregationalists—in all, quite a phalanx of earnest laborers in the
vineyard of the Lord, The Association has existed for more than a quarter of a
century,and has been productive of much real good, not only in the way of cultivat-
ing fraternal feeling amongst the Ministers themselves, but also of originating and
carrying forward many philanthropic enterprises which might not else have ever
been projected or sustained. It was indeed delightful to renew acquaintance with
a body, several of whose original members still survived, and which still held
forth the principles and breathed the spirit of its founders. It has been and isa
pillar of strength to the Protestant cause, and a standing proof of the essential
unity that underlies the subordinate diversities of form and crder. Schemes,
suggestions, hints springing from some warm heart have here ¢ effloresced,” as
Chalmers would have said, into deeds of extended and enduring usetulness.
Societies that might not else have existed have here their origin, and hence
drawn their chief moral power. The management of these ministerial meetings
(beld weekly in Montreal) demands much practical sagacity. They may degene-
tate into mere gossiping assemblages, and result in any thing but intellectual
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benefit or moral improvement. Our Montreal brethren secure both of these by
such courses of conversational discussion as carry them, during the meetings of
each winter, over a large portion of the ecclesiastical literature and evangelical en-
terprise of the day. The Aesociation is, indeed, a Unitas fratrum—long may it live,
and widely and still more widely may its holy and healthful influence extend!”

From a sketch of the American Presbyterian Church, we take one item :** There
are some noble workers in this Church. By one of these, a merchant of large
trade and high standing in the community, a Sabbath School was commenced
less than twenty years ago, in a destitute part of the city—Sabbath evening
preaching followed—and now there is a mission church organized and in very
active operation. It was the privilege of the writer to accompany this Christian
nobleman to his field of successful enterprise and to witness his fatherly and tender
care of & people gathered together by his instrumentality and provided with the
means of grace by his muniticent generosity. It was a treat to see this merchant
prince familiarly accosting and conversing with the poorest of the people, hand-
ing round the hymn books, and diligently attending to the comfort of the audi-
ence. It was a valuable chapter in the history of home evangelization.”

"To the good Doctor’s republicanised vision, the political state of the Dominion
did not_appear very hopeful. One so long accustomed to the atmosphere of the
Maine Law was shocked at the open prevalence of drinking customs. These are
bad enough, but we must demur to the exaggeration, that *King Aleohol is vir-
ually the sovereign of Canada.”

Rev. W. M. Punshon has come, and we have heard him! ¢ Well—and
what do you think of him?” We think that he is a right manly man, rarely
gifted, and richly graced. His broad shoulders and well-rounded proportions
bespeak at once his capability for work and for enjoyment. His countenance,
though no model for a painter, is open, kindly and often humorous. Iis voice
is scarcely musical, yot strong. and often finely modulated, while a clear, forcible
articulation allows no fragment of a syllable to be lost. Massive thought, glow-
ing imagination, finished diction, and commanding energy, give his addresses at
once beauty and strength; and, better than all, Christ and Him crucified is the
ingpiration of his eloquence, In one brief address, he showed himself the man
of business, the man of letters, and the man of God. Heartily do we welcome
him to the Canadian field !

Trinity College.—The duestion of opening a medicz! school in connection
with Trinity College, and abolishing the Test, have heen referred to a committee
of the Council of the Institution, to report on at some future day. During the
discussion on the question, the Bishops of Toronto and Ontario, we understand,
expressed themselves against abelishing the Test; but a suggestion was thrown
out by some of the members, and warmly supported, that the College, together
with all similar institutions in the country, should affiliate with the University
of Toronto in conferring degrees in Arts. This, it was supposed, would securs
o uniform proficiency, while a judicious selection of examiners would prevent
undue favouritism. The subject will be again brought up.—Globe, May 13.

Anglican Church Society.—The Church Society of the Diocese of Toronto
met in this city yesterday afternoon, the Bishop of Toronto in the chair. A
motion to petition the Local Legislature to transfer to the Synod all the rights the
Society possesses under its Act of Incorporation—and a notice of motion given,
to confer on the Bishop the power of nominating to rectories at present held by
the Society. The power is by Act of Parliament vested in the Society, but was
by them conferred on the Bishop. The question will come up for discussion at the
next meeting. The attendance of members was larger than usual.— Globe, May 12,

Rev. John A. Farrar, of Westfield, Vermont, (formally of Cowansyille,
P. Q.,) has accepted a unanimous call to the pastorate of thé Congregation
church in Knoxville, Pennsylvania, [A new church, organized in 1867.]—Con
gregationalist.
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Gleamings,

LATIN VERSION OF «“JUST AS I AM.”

BY REV. 8. W. DUFFIELD, JUN.

Ille qui sum, et sine spa
Nisi in tuo sanguine
Et in vocatu apud Te,

O Dei Agne, venio!

Ille qui sum, nec commorans

Ut purus sim, at obsecrans;

Ad T'e qui nune stas condonans,
O Dei Agne, venio!

Ille qui sum, in proeliis

Jactatus, et in dubiis—

Iutra estrague semper lis,—
O Dei Ague, venio !

Tile qui sum, miserrimus,

Cuecus pauperque penitis

(In e procumbat animus),
O Dei Agne, venio!

Illum qui sum recipies
Et purum pland facies
Quod Tibi fido indies,
O Dei Agne, venio!

Ille qui sum !'—Amisti me
Et claustra fracta sunt a Te:
Nune Tuus, Tuus unice,

O Dei Ague, venio!

Tae Varican Manvscripr.—The illustrious Dr. Tischendorf, who has given to
the world the ancient manuseripts of the New Testament, discovered by him in a
convent of Mount Sinai, made a journey to Rome to obtain from the Pope the
authorization of publishing also that other important manuscript of the Bible,
called the Codex Vaticanus. Although he was well received by the Pope, he
nevertheless did not receive the desired permission. He had to content himself
with the privilege of collating the manuscript, and with the promise that Rome
iteelf would publish it. This promise has not been forgotten; and at the World’s
Ezposition at Paris could be seen a specimen of this new and important work,
sent by the Polyglott Printing Establishment of Propaganda at Rome. The Monde
of Paris speaks of it as follows:—

“This contribution consists of two copies—the one on paper made by hand for
this special purpose at Fabriand, the other on parehment prepared at Rome—of
the Gospel of St. Matthew-—a part of the reproduction in fac-simile of the Greek
menuscript of the Bible preserved in the Vatican library. The work of this re-
production has been going on for some time, and not less than five years will be
needed to finish the whole. It is by means of type cast expressly for this at
Leipsic that the writing of the manuscript is imitated in all its perfection. The
entire manuscript is written in the large or uncial letter; but it is evident that a
great deal of patient labor is necessary to study the-different forms given to each
letter in the body of the work. This is not all; the yellowish color of the ink,
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the red color of the marginal notes, and even the flourishes of the pen of the
copyist, are all faithfully reproduced. . .

“The work is entitled: Bibliorum sacrorum greecus Codex Vaticanus auspice Pio
1X. Pont. Maz. Collatus studiis C. Vercellone et J. Cozza editus. The edition will
embrace five volumes of three hundred pages each, for the reproduction of the
entire text, and one volume of annotations, Only twd hundred and fifty copies
will be struck off.”

The Tribune has the following summary of books and new editions of books that
have appeared in London during the past year :—Religious books and pamphlets,
819 ; biographical and historical, 194 ; medical and surgical, 160 ; poetry and the
drama, 232 ; novels, 300 ; minor fiction and children’s books, 544 ; travels, topo-
graphy, and geography, 195; annuals and serials (volumes only), 225 ; agriocul-
ture, horticulture, &e., 64; English philology and education, 196 ; Eurcpean and
classical philology and translations, 161; law, 84 ; naval, military and engineer-
ing, 39 : science, natural history, &c., 174; trade and commerce, 79; politics and
questions of the day, 167 ; illustrated works, 85 ; art, architecture, &o., 34 ; miscel-
Inneous, not classified, 339. Total, 5,204.

Science AND ReLigroN.—Dr. Bushnell, in' the March number of Puinam
defines the relations which should exist between science and religion, with his
usual clearness and strength on expressiou. Iis conclusion is:—* We are to say,
Go on, gentlemen, for there is & much larger field to be possessed. As yet you
have but scratched the world’s surfaces, in what you call your sciences. Go deep ;
fur the deeper you go, and the more unsparing your search, the better it will be
for us. Wrench every subtlest and most secret thing from nature’s bosom, and
let us have it. We shall appropriate every true thing you bring us, and thank
God for it. Only bring us no conceit, as if nature were the all, and science the
all-expounder. What you call nature is but a very small affair, compared with
God’s high spirit, empire, and the vast immortal quantities, and powers, and pas-
sions, and truths, that build the eternal system it composes. Do not imagine that
you are in a commission large enough to includejand give you jurisdiction of
things super-natural, when your only jurisdiction is of the shell. Be not in
haste to put your sentence on the faiths of religion.” :

Osiccr TeachiNg.—*“ I was,” says Spurgeon ,** in Italy last year, and in cross
ing the Alps with my wife, the sun was so hot that it scorched her face. She
asked me to get her some elder-flower water. I started off to a chemist, and as
I did not know a word of the Italian language, Ilooked through the jars and bottles
in his shop, but could not find anything of the kind. I tried to jabber something
in Frenoh, but he did n,t understand me, because it was no language at all.
[Laughter.] I went away down to a little brook that ran through the town,
and walking along the edge, I came to an elder-flower tree. I gota handful of
the flowers, and walked off to the shop and held them up to the man. He knew
in an instant what I meaat. I think it is not easy to convey the gospel to the
heart by merely talking of it; but if you can say by your own life, ¢ This is the
life of Christ; this is the joy of being a Christian,” you will make an impression.”

In the Atlantic Monthly for May, Holmes has the following queer paragraph:
—* To know whether a miaister, young or still in flower, is in safe or dangerous.
paths, there are two psychometers, a comparison between which will give as infal-
liable a return as the dry and wet bulbs of the ingenious ¢ Hygrodeik.” The
first is the black broadoloth forming the knees of his pantaloons ; the second, the
patch of carpet before his mirror, If the first ia unworn and tho second is frayed:
and threadbare, pray for him, If the first is worn and shiny while the second
keeps its pattern and texture, get him to pray for you.”



