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Christmas.

Chrisumas is the children’s festi-
val. Its memories cluster around
a manger cradle bed and the Holy
Child. It is the festival of the chil-
dren because they gather many of
them from the school to the dear old
home. The Yule log blazes up the
chimney, the holly berries and ever-
greens cover the walls, there is good
cheer and gladness. Father forgets
his cares, mother her anxieties, and
they wait to welcome their rosy-
cheeked children under the Christ-
mas tree. In jar off years these
dancing, merry children will remem-
ber the Christmas-tide. When in
life’s battle temptation assails, and
courage flags, and hope grows dim,
this scene of home at Christmas time
will rise in the weary heart, and all
its sacred memories will come with
strength and with comtort.  No bar-
rier is so strong against all evil as is
the bright memory of a pure and
happy home. The family circle,
father, mother, sister—this is the
golden band of life. The man who
has such memories is rich beyond
the dreams of avarice ; he has mot-

ives to nobleness which impel him

10 act worthily ; he has pride of birth
kings might envy, which saves nim
from every thought which would dim
the beauty of the pictures which are
enshrined in his heart of hearts. Let,

then, father and mother abound in
in the wealth of affection. Their
image as it is now, the mother as she
meets her boy at the gate ; father as
he takes his tender, sunny girl on his
knee — these are pictures which,
taken ly-instantaneous and mystic
photography, shall remain upon the
children’s hearts indellibly. Nor
ought the vacant chair to mar the
general joy. Is the absent lad not
rising in the esteem of his employer
in far distant city? Is the girl who
is not here with her young husband
gathering around her bright and af-
fectionate hearts who shall rise up
and call herblessed? Are these let-
ters not pleasant reading from absent
loved ones? Do these Christmas
gifts not have a double blessing—
gifts which come from son or daugh-
ter to aged parents to cheer them at
this Christmas-tide? Noteven where
the chair is vacant because a dear
one has gone never to return, should
grief be allowed on such a day to
dim the joy. For have they not
reached home and await to welcome
their lovedones? The Star of Beth-
lehem is bright with hope, resplen-
dent wiik: the light of heaven. But
there are those who have no home;
sad and weary they tread the horrid

solitudes of crowded cities ; they see
through windows Chrisumas cheer,
or as they pass an opened door they
hear the laughter of children, the
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greeting of meeting hearts, and they
feel the smell of rich food, and see
the gleaming lights that brighten the
glad circle they may not enter. But
even to the lonely and the desolate
this festival is an earnest of the com-
ing joy. Their journey may be
dreary, but it is after all the way to
the Father’s house. Does their con-
science upbraid thera with unworthi-
ness ? Does memory tell them of a
bitterand bad past? The Christimas

bells ring out for them a glad jubilee.-

Oblivion of all the past may be theirs,
for reconciliation and forgiveness
sound in every peal. Hope, like a
gentle sister, whispers in the ear of
the saddest soul and bids the most
desolat:: take heart again. In the
sick wards of the hospital the nurse,
avery angel of blessing, sings on such
a night some Christmas carol, while
tears stream down her own cheeks as
she thinks of her old home, of the
sorrow, it may be, which like the
hand of a Father hat brought her to
this noble work, to this holy office,
the sick child turns to her, as she
whispers that it is Christmas day,
with a smile which repays her for al)
her care ; thé great big man who has
been maimed for life looks in her
face and feels in his heart that he is
not forsaken, and that the gift of the
Holy Child is a mysterious but trusty
pledge that he is not forgotten, and
that his trouble must in the end be
for his good. - The prisoner, lonely
and lost, hears, through his prison
bars, the peals of Christmas bells,
a- forms new resolves, and as he
Tec

" memories of innocence in the |

old home, his cheeks are wet with
penitential and blessed tears. Christ
mas bids the estranged brother for
give a wroung ; it tells the friends who
are divided to abandon hate and:
clasp handsin friendship. Christmas
bids nations lay down their feuds,
abandon their jealoustes, and re-
minds all that we are btethren,
Christmas recalls to our hearts the
deep debt we owe ; nor can we ever
repay it, for He whose birth we cele-’
brate is beyond the eager love of
those who would delight to minister:
to His wants, to pour all that is most
precious in their lives at His feet.
But, before He left this sorrow-:
stricken world He said: # I was an’
hungered and yé gave me meat, I
was thirsty and ye gave me drink, I
was in prison arid ye came unto me.
Then shall the righteous answer him,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungered
and fed thee, or thirsty and gave thee
drink? When saw we thee 2 stran-
ger and took thee in, or naked and
clothed thee? Orwhensaw we thee
sick, or in prison, and visited thee ?
And the King shall answer, Verily
I say unto yocu, inasmuch as ye have
done it untc one of the least of these,
my brethren, ve have done it uato
Me!” C

It is surprising. that people do not
get weary of the eternal round of
barren controversy which seems to
be more than ever the chief charac-
teristic of the present age. Tum
where.we will we stumble across an.
argument, or find the way barred by
a demonstration. If anything prac-
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tical be attempted, hundredsofcritics.
are bursting to show that it is based

, On wrong principles, or involves ruin-

"ous results.  Nothing will satisfy

these. self-appointed guardians of
Providence unless the scheme be of
‘their own devising, and then it would
only be approved by itsauthor alone.
But, as a rule, these gentry are wise
in their generation. Construction

.is not their peculiar mission. It is

easier to criticise, and‘an assumption
of authority in that case bettér con-

“ceals the essential poverty of the

equipment which shows so well be-

Yet there probably never wasa

‘time when 50 many really good, ear-
~nest and able men clearly perceive

the tendency of the times, or are
mare bold and fearless in pointing
out the true path. The social sys-
tem which prevails, not only in the

old, but also in the new world, is |

daily adding to the number of social-
ists. anarchists and all the other lep-
rous spawn which spring from a de-
cayifg social condition.” What could
be more thoroughly satisfactory in

_tone than thé eloquent orations de-

livered with so much unction from
the platfoim, the pulpit, or the Synod
or Assembly floor. The force -of

‘conviction is there, the strength of

sound argument, the consciousness
that what is advocated is not only
consonant with, but enjoined by the
spirit‘of Christianity. Butwhat does
it all come to? The fervour of the

_monient may stir a responsive chord

in the breasts of the auditors, but the
vibrations soon die away. Nothing

_is-done. .Things jog on very much

-

as they did before. :Agencies ahd
societies are multiplied by the dozen,
to rescue those whose fall is the re-
sult of an indefensible social eccn-
omy. But the root of the matter—
the regeneration of society on truer
and more Christ-like lives—remains
as untouched as hefore.

The pursuit of weaith and pleasure

_is still the chief end of nineteenth

century man. Before the shrine of
the great god Mammon- still bow
thousands and millions who place
their summum bonum—-their greatest
good—in the acquirement of gain,

“ that with it they may live luxurious

days. Enlightened selfishness is the
principle which to-day governs the
business relations of the capitalist
and the workman, and of man and
man.” A demand, whether on the

‘one side or the other, which threat-

ens to reduce profits or diminish
wages is looked upon as a wicked
and unjustifiable act, quite irrespec-
tive of the merits of the case, or the
reasonableness of the request. Jeal-
ousy and suspicion reign where in-
stead there should be sympathy and

- generosity. ‘The remedy is simple,

and is.in the hand and mouth of
every man. It is preached every
Sunday from hundreds.of pulpits ; is
expounded in books and journals by
the-hundred weight and yard ; is the
theme of lecture and oration, and
yet who is there that carries the gol-
den rtule into his business? For is
it not part of the c.ed of a nine-

- teenth century man, that there are

no friends in business ? * No indeed

_.the rule of trade is—
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¢« The good old rule, the simple plan,
That they should take who have the
power,
And they should keep who can.”
But men have still to learn that
the golden rule of Christ is the only
principle which can heal the evils of
our social estate, and restore to the
world the virtues and the graces
which are now conspicuous by their
absence, and for which nothing can
avail. '

The natural man craves the things
that are open to sense, but even when
they are enjoyed most abundantly
there is still an unmet want. Itis a
matter of common experience that
happiness and abundance of world’s
goods do not go hand in hand. Solo-
mon in the midst of his magnificence
confessed that he had not satisfac-
tion. The divine nature demands
the substance “that fadeth pot away.
We recognise this in cur own way,
for however we may be deceived by
the glitter of earthly splendor, our
true admiration is reserved for those
who even in the midst of difficulty
have been true to themselves. We
speak of our better nature, and it is
that that distinguishes us as men, and
it is only as we submit to its rule that
we are’ doing well our part, and serv-
ing God in our spirits and bodies,
which are His.

To be a follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ is simply to be true to the
nature that God has implanted in us.
So long as we despise His teaching,
and live as seems good in our own
eyes we are thwarting the object of
our creation and wasting our sub-
stance in riotous living.

The purpose of Christ’s life and
death is to restore us to our lost in-
heritance and live worthy of the
name of Him whose children we

are. He has marked the path that
leads to the perfection of our man-
hood and the glory of immortality.

We take pride in our nation’s his-
tory, and he is the veriest coward

.who would not **drain his dearest

veins” that he might be free. Shall
we subimit ourselves to a bondage
mere degrading than the loss of our
civil liberty 2 Dogs not the example
of Christ appeal to us with renewed
force when we reaiise that the life
which He lived is the only life that
is proper to our birth, and that faith
in Him js the living force that can
redeem us and perfect us in His
being.

« As in Adam all die, so in Christ
shall all be made alive.” Adam’s
disobedience secured expulsion from
Egen. Christ's obedience triumphed
over sin and death and raised Him
10 the right hand of God. If we
would exalt our manhood we must
strive to subordinate our earthiy de-
sires to do the will of God, and look
to Him who was tempted in all points
like as we are, and yet without sin.

St. David’s Church, St. John.

A very interesting and impressive
service was held in St. David’s
Church, on Sunday, 12 Dec., when
four new elders were ordained. At
the beginning of the service the’ Ses-
sion was called to the front and con-
stituted by the moderator. Public
worship was then.conducted, an able
sermon being preached by the Rev.
Dr. Bruce, from Song of Solomon,
vi.,, v. 10. The edict of ordination
was certified as having been duly
read and no objection having been
made to the life, character or doc-
trine of the elders-elect, the usual
questions prescribed for such occa-
sions were put to them and satisfac-
torily answered. Whereupon after
prayer to God, the Moderator in
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name of the Session solemnly set

apart Messrs. S. Rutherford Jack, |

Andrew Malcoln, W.S. Morrison,M.D.
,and Alex. Watson as elders, and
admitted them to the exercise of the
duties of that office in St. David's

. congregation with all the privileges

pertaining thereto. The right hand
of fellowship was extended to the
newly ordained elders, and the mod-
erator addressed them and the con-
gregation regarding their respective
duties. The service was then con-
cluded in the usual manner. Despite
the wet and disagreable weather, a
large number witnessed the mterest
ing ceremony

'St. Stephen’s Church 8t John.

The W. F. M. S. of this church
held their annual thank-offering on
Wednesday, Dec. 8. A most inter-

_ esting and instructive service was

held, and the sum of $32 was raised
for the benefit of the Society.

This church has inaugurated a
new era in its” history. * It has de-
cided to try for oné year the system
of collecting weekly by envelopes,
for the Schemes of the Church. We
wish them all success in their eflorts
at realising what is the ideal way of
raising contributions for such objects.

The at home, held on the evening
of Monday, Dec. 6, in St. Stephen’s
church school-room, when the Guild
entertained the young people's soci-
eties of the different Presbyterian
churches of the city, was a ‘most;
pleasant social gathering. No pams '
were sparcd by the different commit-
tees in preparing for their guests, and
the room, being artistically decorated
with “floral’ and other decorations,
presented a pretty, and homelike ap-
pearance. Whenall were assembled

a few cordial words of welcome were
spoken by the pastdr, Rev. Mr.
Fraser, B. D., who is also president.
of the Guild, and to whose energy
and public spirit not only much of
the success of the Guild is due but
even its existence. During the even-
ing several musical selections were
well rendered and much enjoyed.
Ice cream was served and the mem:
bers of the Guild seemed to form
themselves into one grand social
committee for the evening, vieing
with each other in endeavoring to
make their guests feel perfectiy at
home and to proraote sociability,
and it is-rieedless to sav that success
attended their efforts, for the verdict
of all was that seldom had an even-
ing spent in like manner been more
enjoyable. . .

~  Carleton.

The Ladies’ Aid Society of the
First Presbyterian Church, St. John
West, held a Mother Goose enter-
tainment on the evening of Thursday,
oth December. The programme
consisted of a fancy sale and con-
cert, A large crowd patronized the
gathering. The-affair proved very
pleasant and enjoyable, and was
very successful in every respect.

Milltown.

The thanksgiving offering taken
in St. James Presbyterian Church
on Thanksgiving Sunday, amounted
to $235..

The Y. P. S, C. E. held a fancy
sale and concert in the Congrega-
tional Vestry on Tuesday, 7th Dec-
ember, which was very saccessful.
The sum of $180 was raised.
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Bnergy, Euquity, Ecohomy!

This motto is ‘not theory only butis demonstrated in the practical everyday busmes< of

The Tempemnce and General l.l/e
Assurance Company, - |

the only old line Company in Canada giving permanentadvantages io Total Abstainers.

Write for particulars to—

Goop SR
AGENTS WANTED.

E. R. MACHUM,
lnnagcrtor Maritime Provinces,

ST. JOHN, N. B. :

‘Woodstock.

The W. F. M. S. of St. Paul's
Presbyterian Church, held their
annual meeting on Tuesday, jth
December, at the residence of Mrs.

Charles McLean. The following
officers were elected. President,
Mrs. Frank Rankine ; 1st Vice-pres-
ident, Mrs. Charles. McLean ; 2nd
Vice-president, Mrs. Donald Munro;
Treasurer, Mrs. Donald Munro ;
Secretary, Mrs H. V. Dalling ; Cor-
responding Secretary, Miss E. Hen-
derson.

Of the funds allocated, the sum
of $12 was voted to the North End
Mission, St. John.

The Mission Band for part of the
year had coliected over $28, the lar-
gest amount gathered by the band
in one year. Miss Pearl McKibbon
is treasurer of the Band.

CrurcH AND HoME desires to
express its sympathy with the family
of Rev. William Ross, of Prince
William, in the bereavement they
have suffered through the loss of their
youngest child — Maud. May He
who alone can give comfort speak
peace to their aching hearts is our
earnest prayer. :

Fairville.

During, the latter part of Novem-
ber a series of union evangelistic
meetings have been held in this com-
munity. Services were held alter-
nately in the Presbyterian, Baptist
and Methodist Churches.
tors were assisted by Rev. Mr. Mar-
tin, an’ evangelist from the States.
Large crowds attended the meetings
and much good seems to have been
done. The various churches since
Mr. Martin’s departure have been
conducting separate meetingsin their
own edifices with good results. Rev.
Dr. Bruce assisted Mr. Morton in
the Presbyterian Church, on Dec.
10., at what was considered to be the
last of the present series. The meet-
ings have directed attention to the
things that make for righteousness,
and much good has been accom-

| plished by the services.

ORDER
Your Printing
From
———— Jas. Seaton,
Y The Printer,
85 Germain Street,
1 8aint Johkn, N. 8.
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- USEFuL New Year Presents

i Nobby Four in Hand Ties, -

==y 2

- 250.

.. Silk Initial Handkerchiefs, - - 25c.
- Suspenders, - - - - 2bc.
. Boys' Caps, - - - - 26c.
_2Linen Collars, - - - 2b6c.

. (loves, Suits, Overcoats, Ulsters,
" Reefers, all at very low prices.

FRASER, FRASER & Co.

,  CHEAPSIDE. . ) 40 & 42 King Sireet, St. Jobn, N. B.

Eotobﬂ.hod 1802

Epps Dodds & Co.

" MANUFACTURERS OF THE

CELEBRATED ST. GEORGE
| Red and Grey Granite.

’ illonuments, Tablets & Cemetery Work

OF ALL DESCRIFPTIONS.
BUILDING COLUMNS & PILASTERS.

SAWN SLABS a specialty. |

St. George, N. B., Canada.

Estimates furnished on application.

i Nova Scotia
N S
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'D. MAGer’s Sops,
HATS, FURS, GLOVES, ROBES,

63 KING STREET,
St. John, N. B.

PR PN R P T P PN R T Y

At_:ything you require in the above Goods we can supply you.

THE LATEST OF EVERYTHING. ———im

Every Article the Best of its kind.

QUALITY NOT PRICE, but
Prices as Low as the Lowest.

8 Letter orders receive prompt attention.

British American Book & Tract Depository.

0}

RELIGIOUS AND THEOI.OGICAL BOODKS.
ALSO; SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND REQUISITES.

A large stocl. carried.  Clergymen, students and Sumday Schod's will find it to their advantage tv
‘ consult the Depository befere buying.

ROLAND MELLISN, Business Manager, - - - 115 Granville St., Nalifax, 8. S.

HALIFAX LADIES' COLLEGE,

1M APFILIATION WITH DALVOUSIZ UNIVERSITY. -
ART STUDIO AND CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC,
. SUBJECTS OF STUDY.

T. Lizerary & Scasxriric—English, Mathe-

matics, Science, Freach and German, Latin and
Greek, Elocution, Shorthand and Typewriting,
Miss Ker, Mathematical Eorcis Cambridge,

England, Principal, with nine assistants, chiefly
University honor graduates.

1J. Fixw Anv—Drawing, Water Colors, Oils,
Chisa Painting, ModellinginClay . Miss Evaas
of Philadelphia, U.S* A,, Head Mistress of the
Victoria Schoolof Art and Design.

; 1I1. Music—Pianoforte playing, Violin, Voice,
Theory of Music, Flute.Clarionet,String-Bass, & c.
'Q. H. Porter, Ieipsiz, Director, with twelve As-
sistants of first musical rank.

All departments of the College and Conserva-
toty are fully cquipped 1 are the

. Ilisthe aim of Gover-

nors and Faculty to make this iustitution of learn-

ing the first in every respect in which excellence
in a Ladies” College i3 desirable. Applications
for ission, f¢ Tendars, and for other infor-
mation, address
- REV. ROBERY LAING, M. A., President,
. RALIFAX, N. 8
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The Old and New Theology.

Psalm ci. 1. — « T will sing of mercy and
judgment.”

This is the 250th anniversary of
the adoption by the Scottish Kirk of
the Westminster Confession of Faith
and Shorter Catechism; and Pres-
byterians throughout the world are
taking advantage of this opportunity
to remind themselves and others that
ours is a church with no mean his-
tory—that the Scottish symbols and
liturgy. were venerable before they
were replaced two and a half cen-
turies ago by the Westmiuster Con-
fession and Directory of Worship—
that the Presbvterian church was
once the national church of the three
kingdomis—that ever since, though
scattered in many parts of the world,
we have been a united church in
doctrine and government. 1tis quite

satisfying to our denuminational

pride thus to trace our ancient and
honorable lineage; and if we are in
any danger of being blinded by the
dazzling glories of the past to pre-
sent demands and future needs,lct us
hope that some Kipling will sound a
warning note in the midst of our
jubilee rcjoicings, and teach our
church the humble prayer:

« Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget, lest we forget!”

It seems, however, that we are
more enthusiastic over * Historic
Presbyterianism” than the Westmin-
ster Assembly— that we are not
nearly so proud of our creed as we
are of our history. We join heartily
in celebrating the past glories of our
church, her present eminent qualifi-
cations for service, the splendid hope
which lights up her future. We all
acknowledge that the Westminster
Assembly of Divines was one of the
most respectable church councils that
ever met, from the standpoint of
both learning and piety. No one
will deny that the Confession of Faith

and Shorter Catectism ware wonder-

ful documents for the age that pro-
duced them. And yet there are in-
dications that nineteenth century
thought and experience are outgrow-
ing both the, form and content of the
seventeenth century theology.
Professor Bruce says that ti.e
Shorter Catechism has extensively
fallen into desuetude in Scotiand ;
and among ourselves it does not oc-
cupy in family life anything like the
place it once did. A quarter of a
century ago Calvinism —which is the
theological systein em:bodied in our
standards—was the dominant thcolo-
gv in all parts of the Presbyterian
church ; to-day the report comes 10
us that the Confession of Faith has
been allowed to go out of printin
Scotland. Colonistsarc gencrally more
conservative than they who stay at
home, but even in Canada there are
not wanting signs that Calvinism is
being outgrown by ourmost effective
preachers and best thiakers. OQur
ministers teach doctrines which are
scarcely in harmony with some parts
of the Confession, and the ordination
vow to be faithful to its teachings is
very chiritably interpreted by all our
church courts. The life of one of
our greatest and best Canadian min-
isters. recently published, reveals the
agony of soul which he experienced
at the time of his ordination. His
conscience may have been morbidly
fastidious ; but we cannct read the
story of his life without regret, that
one who loved, as he did, his mother
church,.who could not be happy in
any other, who was afire with noble
enthusiasm to serve the Lord, could
only enter upon the service to which
God had called him by formal sub-
scription to a creed which was a par-
tial and defective symbol of his per-
sonal faith. His is ‘the experience
of many young candidates for the
ministry ; and this is an evidence
that our present standards do not
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adequately represent the living faith
of our church.

We hear much in these days of
the old and new theology ; but we
can scarcely be said to have a new
theology. If Calvinism has been
deposed from its intellectual sove-
reignty, its throne is still vacant. If
we have grown out of it, it has been
so quietly and unconsciously that we
awaken to the fact with a sort of
shock. There has been no deliber-
ate rejection of the old system.;
those who decry even to-day the
work of the Westminster Divines
enter on a thankless task. The fact
is that theology proper has of late
years been receiving very scant at-
tention. The leading minds of the
church have been abroad in the
fields of literary criticism, historical
research, biblical interpretation ; and
they have come back to find thatthe
Calvinistic system no Jlonger com-
mands, as it onczdid, the intellectual
homage of the church. The past
generation has had many great schol-
ars but few greaw constructive think-
ers, and the result is that we have
to-day no,theology which reccives our
enthusiastic allegiance. We have
" discovered of late many valuable
facts, but we have as yet built upon
them no theological superstructure.
We are rich in religious emotions,
but we are wanting in ruling ideas.
The church never had truer faith,
richer passion, nobler enterprise than
she has to-day, but these arc without
any sure and steadfast intellectual
-basis. We have a magnificent tem-
ple for the spirit, but none for the
wtelligence. Much of the material
for constructing one has been gath-
ered ; but it is doubtful if all the pre-
paratory work has yet been done for
enabling the church to build a creed
which will give *“intellectual form
and justification to the better senti-
ment of our time.” ’

That ‘there has been a rteaction

frcm Calvinism, no one who has
been watching the signs of the times
can deny; and we can alse catch
glimpses of how ihe new theology,
when it comes. will re-interpret some -
of the Confessional teachings. Repro-
bation as the final purpose of God
will be replaced by reprobation as
a stage in the Divine process of
carrying out the purpose of universal
meicy. God cast off the Jews that
the fulness of the Gentiles might be
gathered in and so all Israel be saved.
He “concluded all under unbelief
that he might have mercy upon all.”
"That God decreed any soul to eternal
death obitrages our religious sense.
The Christian consciousaess of the
church repudiates with indignation
the awful idea. Our fundamental
religious instincts deny it.  Willing-
ness to be damned for the glory of
God may be the mark of a fine hu-
mility, but it is a terrible insult to
the Deity. The Glory of the Father
and the highest welfare of his il
dren are in perfect harmony. Rep-
robation is an awful fact ; we find it
in the history of the Jews, in the New
Testament teachings, in the events
of modern life ; but it is not a final
decrec ; it is a means toward realiz-
ing the purpose of Infinite Love.

Election, too, will find a place in
the new theology, for it is clearly a
doctrine of Scripture and a teaching
of human historv. But election is
not for the salvation of the few but
of the many. Abraham was elected
that through him ail ends of the
earth should be blessed. Israel was
elected to be the school for teaching
to the worldGod and the righteous life.
We in the Christian church are elect-
ed not to salvation merely but to
privilege—a light to lighten the Gen-
tiles. God chose the few that through
them He might gather all unto Him-
self. Any doctrine of election that
attributes partialism to God will find
no place in our future thought.
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¢ There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea.”

He is the Father of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named;
all mankind is the burden of His
care ; His love is as truly manifest
in His punishments as in His forgive-
ness ; the Divine Sovereignty is the
Sovereigaty of love ; this is the richer
truth of our time which will raise the
Divine election from a partial decree
to selfish salvatioa to a call to ser-
vice, an clection to privilege. ‘The
new theology will not likely dogma-
tize on the future of the race. There
is manifest a reaction from the dark
picture of the future as painted by
the seventeenth century theolcgians.
God will give to every child whom
He has created a fair chance to at-
tain to the best and highest of which
he is capable. FEveryone may not
embrace his God-given privileges ;
but so long as any soul in thisor any
other world is willing to return 10
God, the Father’s arms will be out-
stretched in love to receive him.
God'’s revelation of Himself assures
us that the Heart of the Eternal can-
not but grieve over the lost—cannot
but be lonely and unhappy so long
as any soul in the universe remains
in sin and miserv. Furtler than
this, we cannot say ; we.can but trust
and hope. We are content to leave
the veil which hides the inscrutable
shadow. Our religious instincts, the
trend of history. the teaching of the
New Testament, the order of the
moral world—all tell us that God is
for us, and not against his children.
In the midst of nature’s apparent
cruelty and historys inexpressible
sternness, Jesus stands for the Eter-
nal goodness of God. In the midst
of human failures Jesus stands for
the possibilities of every child of
God. And in the presence of Him
who is the Image of the Father and
the anticipation of perfected human-
ity, we shall not utterly despair.

.words :

The poets are our greatest and safest
religious teachers—they are highly
gified with faith, sanctified imagina-
tion, spiritual intuition — and how
clear is their soag -of that *far-off
divine event,” when God shall be all
in all !

The ¢ larger hope” which is be-
coming a partof our modern thought
will not give us the dogma of univer-
sal salvation. Universalism, too, is
dogmatic within a realm where we
cannotknow. Itisashallow optim-
ism, which refuses to look on the
darker side of human life, which dis-
regards the judgments of God. It
afirms that all men will finally be
saved ; and this new claim to omnis-
cience we cannot acknowledge in
place of the old. James Martineau
said that only superficial and shal-
low minds refuse to recognize the
Divine judgmeats, while men like
Jesus and Plato luoked them full in
the face. He whe told the beautiful
story of the Father's love for the pro-
digal son also spoke of “an cternal
sin” which cannot be forgiven. No
wordsare morecomfortingand inspir-
ing than those which fell from the

-lips of Jesus, but how awfully severe

He sometimes was! He spoke of
the * outer darkness” which a man
may deliberately enter ; ang that that
darkness shall ever be dispelled we
dare not aftirm in the face of Jesus’
«“It had been better for
that man ifhe had never been born.”

The process by which actions crys-
talize into habits and habits stereo-
type character will likely hold good
in the future world as well as in this.

A man may so act in this life that the
finer qualities of his nature are de-
stroyed ; and if he persists in indul-
genccof passionswhich delight tofaed
alone in sclfishness, is it not possible
that he maylosehissoul? He who
sins, sins against his own life—such
is the seventy of God's law. What-
ever may become of the dogma of
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“eternal torment,” the principle of
“ Divine retribution” shall abide.
It is a surface view of life which leads
to the belief that all men are alike
and will reach the same condition.
Moral crises reveal the radical differ-
ences of men. Some are good,and
are working upward by the principles
of God ; others are bad, and by lives
of selfishness and moral degradation
are heaping up unto themselves trea-
sures of wrath.

The new theology * wili sing of
mercy and judgment.”  « Behold the
goodness ana severity of God.” It
will know of no salvation except that
which consists in moral and spiritual
character; and sucih salvation is no
cheap and easy purchase. It costs
pain and sacrifice on the part of
every man who wins it. It can be
bestowed ounly through the agony
and bloody sweat of the human spirit.
The way to heaven is the path of
anguish. The brave and pure and
true are toiling thither ; but for the
false and cowardly, the lazy and the
vicious, so long as they are contentto
remain in the comfortable abode of
the flesh,salvation is forever absolute-
lyimpossible. SuchisGod’s judgment,
and it is eternal.  But the wrath of
the Lamb is the symbol of His love.
God’s punishments are the token of
Hismercy. Godisoniy against the
man who isagainst himself ; he ison
the side of every one who is working
his way up from brutehood to spirit-
ual manhood. Thcre is no decree
which bids any man who would climb
higher despair. The processes of
the moral universe are making for
the earnest seeker after God and the
brave fighter for a purc heart. The
old theology was not confident that
God is for humanity ; but the new

. will assure cvery soul who would be
pure and good, and who is. face to
face with the tremendous issues of
the moral life:  * The eternal God
is thy refuge, and undemeath are the
everlasting arms.”

Presbytery.

A special meeting of the Preshy-
tery was held in St. Andraw’s Church,
St. John, on Thursday, Dec. 2, at
2.30 o'clock, p. m. ‘The Moderator’s
action in calling the meeting was
sustained. A letter was laid before
the meeting from Rev. Thos. Corbett-
resigning the pastoral charge of
South Richmond congregation. The
Clerk stated that he had cited the
congregation to appear for its inter-
ests. A letter from the Elders and
Trustees on behalf of the congrega-
tion was read in answer to the cita-
tion. They offered no objection to
the acceptance of the resignation,
while regretting that Mr- Corbett
had seen fit to take the siep he had.
Mr. Corbeit still adhered to his
purpose of resigning  Presbytery,
with regret, accepted the same, to
take effect at the end of December.
Mr. Milier was appointed Modera-
tor of Session during the vacancy.
The pulpit is to be declared vacant
on the first Sunday in January.

A discussion then ensued as to the
advisability of celebrating the 250th
anniversary of the completion of the
Westminster Standards. Presbytery
ultimately decided not at the present
time to hold a celebration, but to
refer the whole matter to the next
regular meeting in the hope that a
series of meetings might be held
commemorative of the continuity of.
Presbyterianism.

On Thursday evening, Dec. gth,
Rev. D. Fraser, late of Hampton,
now of St. Andrew’s Church, Kings-
ton, was presented with a handsome
fur coat and driving gloves to match

by a committee on behalf of the
congregatinn. ‘
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~ EsrasrLisHep 18585.

HUGH HAY & SON,

S
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e

Dry Goods, Clothing, Hats and Caps, Carpets, and House Furnishings.

FUR GOODS A SPECIALTY.

Be sure and see our Stock before buying,

MAIN STREET, -

Mention this paper.

WOODSTOCK, N.B.

THE BEST MUST WIN.

« THREE TEACHERS of the Isanc Pitman
Shorthand have been officially appointed as in-
structors of that subject in the three new High
Schools of New York City. Thissystem is alntost
daily being introduced into some of the best and
largest schools in the country.—Penman’s Art
Journal, Oct.

Not bad, considering it is an English system,
and has to win against the opposition of all the
American systems.

This is the system we teach.  Booklet showing
the system mailed free.  Send for it to-day.

Students can enter at auy timc. No Dbetter

time than now. .
S. Kerr & Son,
St. John, N. B,

Sa(FRAION.

St. John Sunday S¢hool Book Room.

HEADQUARTERS FOR

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS,
Reward Cards, Scripture Text Tickets,
Collection Envelopes, Blackboard Cloth,
Library Cards, Record Books,
Class Books, and other
S.-S. REQUISITES.
Bibles, Testaments and Hymnals.

Libraries sent_to Schools on approval.
Writc for Catalogues and Prices.

Peloubet’s Notes on S..S. Lessons.
Hurlbut's lllustrative Notes.
Hurlbut's Normal Lessons.
Monday Ciub Sermons on S.-S. Lessons.

We keep the Supply Department of the N_B.
hadl §nnday S‘:&gol Agsociz:ion.

E. G. NELSON & CO.,
Cor. King and Charlotte Sts.,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

k\' A A

Prepare for the Cold Weather.

A SASKATCHEWAN

BUFFALO ROBE «

Will keep you warm. This Robe
has the following good qualities :

It is strong as any leather.

It is handsome, soft and pliable.

It is warmer, with our imitation
Lambskin lining and Rubber in-
terlining, than any skin robe.

It is impervious to wind, water and
moths.

It iseasily dried after having been wet
Three sizes: 54852, 54X62, 54x72.

A@~Prices on application,
P. S. MACNUTT & CO,,
Saint Joun, N. B.

Z.R.EVERETT,

Importer and Dealerin

BRITISH, FOREIGN and DOMESTIC

Hardware,

WHOLESALE and RETAIL,

Queen Street,
Fredericton, N. B.
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