~

! . - Technical and Bibliographic. No'tés/Notes techniques et bibliographiques ' '

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exempla[re

original copy available for filming. Features of this qu’il lui a été posslble de se procurer. Les détails
& s €OPY which may be bibliographically unique, de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du

" which may alter any of the images in the : point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier

reproduction, or which may significantly change ' ume image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une

- the usual method of filming, are checked below. modification dans la méthode normale de fllmage
‘ : : sont indiq:gés ci- dessous

L

Coloured covers/ .

gy

- Couverture de couleur . ‘ : Pag ¥ de touleur
Cdvers damaged/ , ‘ . Pages damaged/ .
Couverture endommagée ) Pages endommagées
‘Covers restored and/or laminated/ o  Pages restored and/or lamir_lated/’
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée - Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées
Cover title ‘missing/ : A Pageé discoloured, stained or foxed/
Le titre de couverture manque . v Pages dé‘colorées,.tachotées ou piquées
‘Coloured maps/ : ' . Pages detached/
Cartes géographiques en couleur A . & Pages détachées

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/

. Showthrough/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Transparence -

-Coloured plates and/or illustratioﬁéf‘ ‘ Quality of print varies/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur _Qualité inégale de I'impression .

Bound with other material/ Includes supplementary matenal/
Relié avec d‘autres documents . -l Comprend du matériel supplémentalre

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion o Only edition available/
along interior margin/ “Seule édition disporjble
Lare liure serrée peut causer de | ombre ou de la ¢

distortion le long de la marge intérieure

Pages wholly or pértiall‘y' obscured by errata
slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

"Blank leaves added during restoration may  ensure.the best possible image/ -
~ appear within the text. Whenever possible, these Les pages totalement ou partiellement
have been omitted from filming/ - - obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une pelure,
Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de facon a
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte, obtenir la meilleure image possible.
mais, lorsque cela était possuble, ces pages n‘ont ' . '
pas été ﬂlmées _ o

Additional comments:/ .- Irfeqalar pagination: 1- 192, 187, 194 - 716 p. o IR

Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reddétion ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X - 14X S . 18X 22X 26X 30X
EEEEEEREEERANERRENEREETE
- 12X 18X . 22X 24— - ~28X 32X







COLLECTION

O F.

, Voyages and Travels,

S O'ME

~ Now firft Printed from Original Manuferipts,

OTHERS S

‘Now Firft Publi;jiléd in ENeriss
- InSix VOLUMES,

+ WithaGeneral PrREFACE, givingan Accountofthe
- Progrefsof Naviecarion, from itsfir{tBeginning.

Tluftrated with a gregt Number of ufeful Maps and Cuts;~
I Curioufly Engraven.

Vor V.

_ L ONUDON:
ﬁ;itft_ed by Aflignment from Meff* CHURCHILL,

For Joun WaLTh o2, over-againft the Royal-Exchange, in Cornbill; Tuo. WorTon,
at the Queen’s-Head and Three Daggers over-againft St.. Dunfian’s Church, in Fleet-frect
SamueL BIrT, in Ave-Mary-Lane, Ludgate-fireet ; DanieL BrownE, atthe Block-
Swan, without Temple-Bar ; Trnomas OsBorN, in Gray’s-Inn; Joun SHuckBuwcH,
at the Sun, next the Immer-Temple-Gate, .in Fleetfireet; and Henry LinToT, atthe

. Crofs-Keys, againft St. Dunftan’s Church, in Fleet-fireet. MUDCC.XXXII.







DESCRIPTION

OF THE

G O A S T S
North and South Gumea-_

AND OF

Ethlopla Inferior, vu/gzzr/y Angola

BEING ‘

A New and ‘Accurate A ccoev~T Of the Weftern'
Maritime Countriesof AFRIC A

In81x BOOKS

CONTAINING

A Geographlml Political, and Natural HisTory oF the ngdorns,
Provinces, Common-Wealths, Territories, and Iflands be]ongmg to it.
Their Produ®, Inhabitants, Manners, Languaoes, Trade, Wars,
Policy and Rehglon o

With a full Account of all the EUROPEAN Settlements ; thelr ’Rer,

Progrefs, and Prefent Condition ; their Commerce, and Meafures for improving the fcverg
Branches of the Guin:aand Angola Trade. -

Alfo of Trade-Winds, Breezes, Tornadoes, Harmatans, TldCS and Currents, &c.

And a New Relation of the Province of Gxiana, and of the great Rivers of
Amazons and Oromogque in SoUTH-AMERICA:

With an APPENDIX; being a General Account
of the Firft Difcoveries of America, in the fourteenth Century, andfome
Obfervations thereon. And a ‘Geographical, Political, and Natural
Hiftory of the zfzitilles—lﬂands, in the North-Sea of AMERICA.

Iluftrated with 2 great Number of ufeful Maps'and Cuts, engraven on Oopper 50
very exactly drawn upon the Placc

By FOHN BARBOT,.
Ac EI\T—GEI\ eraL of the Royal Company of Africa, and Iﬂands of

America, at Paris.

Now firft Printed frim bis Original Manufcript.
- M.DCC. XXXIL







THE

- Int,fodu&ory Difcourfe.

L. N . T3 A e TR TYC WUNLIPRIUPNIY (R EIoRy o
o rebaliL 4 St VR R e SR L S Tk S

-

T i certain, that to judge well of
parts, the whole ought firft to be
- confider’d.

According to this maxim, and in

order to give a juft Idea of the parts

of Africa I am to defcribe in this volume, I
will prefent the reader with a general view
of that quarter of the univerfe, that he may
the'better judge of their relation to eachi o-
ther.

"For this purpofe, 1 fhall confider. the
whole terreftrial globe, as divided into three
principal parts, viz. the old, -the new, and
the unknown world. The firft, which is

_.ourcontinent, lies in the fuperior hemi-

fpncre in refpeé to us, and comprehends
E:repey Afis, and Africa. The fecond,
which 1s America, isin the inferior hemi-
fphere. And the third, which comprehends-
the Arétick and the Antarétick world, isin
both the one and the other hemifphere.
~ Befides thefe main parts of the terreftrial
globe, there are feveral Jflands, which a
commonly affign’d to the

After the st earth was divided into

ecparts, according to the number of the
children of Noab ; Afia, according to * fofe-
phus, fell to the fhare of Sem ; Africa tothat

of Cbam ; and Eurgpe to that of Fapbet.
T'o confine ourfebvos o 5IC may

e cudfitearonty;Ic

be confider’d as the largeft peninfula in the
world, and as the fecond part of our conti-
nent in largenefs. The Ocean, the Mediter-
ranean, and the Red-Sea encompafsitalmoft
all round ; for it holds to the continent of
Afia only by the Ifbmus of Suéz, which
lies betwixt the two latter of thofe feas, be-

ing not above eighty Engli/b miles broad.
The firuation of Africa, is betwixt 2 and
85 degrees of longitude from the meridian
of Ferro; and between 34 of north, and
35 degrees of fouth latitude : fo that the E-
ualor cuts it into two almoft equal Setions.
ts length and breadth are generally deter-
mined by the four capes, or promontories
it has towards the four regions of the uni-
verfe ; czpe Bona on the north, the cape of
Good-Hope on the fouth, cape Guardafuy on

the eaft, and capeé Zerde on the weft.
Thetwo laft capesdctermine its length of
abg{ut 15 ‘5ro', and the two former its breadth

oLV,

of near 1400 leagues. Thus it is fmaller .
than Afia, which lies eaft of it ; . and much
larger than Europe, which is on the-north ;
and much more thinly peopled than either
of them. ‘ '
" Asitliesin the Torrid Zone, the heatis ex-
ceflive,which is the reafon it has fo few inhabi-
tants, and fomany monftersand fic rce animals.
Authors differ very much about the

etymology of its name: the Gr, bPait—
T, mpian-Erigtin. Hiporen Ogy.
gias Ammonites, Etbiop.u, Cyrene, Cepbe-
nia, Eria, and Opbiifa: but thefe were ra-
ther names of parts than of the whole. The
Latins call it only Lybia and Africa. The
Moors, Akebulan's the Irdians,’ Bezecath s
and the Arabs, Ifiriguia; from which, ftrap-
gers changing the [ into 4; call it Africa,
asdo the Latins, ltalians, Spaniards, French,
Dutch, and others.  Fofephus fays, it receiv’d
the name from O:.bres graj Fabam
who is naped-

and that he fought jointly with histwo Bro-
thers, fons of Abrabam by Keturs, i. r. -
pbram and Sur, in Lybia, againft-fni@us, un-
der thc condu& Of Hoveules. Some alfo de-
rive the pamic Of Africa from the Hebrew -
sl Apbar, i. e. Duft 5 but Bochartus in his
Canaan takes the trueft etymology from the
Punickword Pherik, an ear of corn, becaufe
of the great plenty of corn produced in E-
gypts Barbary, and many other countries of
Africa. . )
Africa is of a pyramidal or triangular
form, the bafis whereof extends along the
Mediterranean, from the mouths of the Nile,
to the ftreights of Gibraltar : the other two
fides are water’d on the eaft by the Red and
Indian feas, and on the weft by the Atlantick
ocean. _
~ When the fons of Noab divided the world
among themiclves, the lot of Cbam, as Fo-
Jepbus relates, contain’d all the countries
from the mountains dmanus and Libanus to
the weftern ocean, and his children gave
them their own names; fome of which are
now entirely loft, and others fo much cor-
rupted, that they are fcarce to be known,
Only the Etbiogians, defcended from Chus,
Cham’s eldeft fon, have retain’d their name,
B not

encfis, Hepber ; andClodo- £Ch. 5.
@, cited by || Fo/epbus, calls him Fapbram, L. 1.c.6.
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not only among themfelwes, but in feveral
parts of Afia, where they are ftill call’d
Chufeans. Egypt, call’d Mefre from apother
fon of Cham, who bore that name, is ,{till
known by it. Befides thefe, fcarce any will
be found that have names of fuch antiquity,
nor does it belong to this work to enquire
fo nicely into the original pf thefe gpuntries.
Letit Atﬂi ¢ jthat the pafterity of Gpam firft
j’m'ca, “aof winch ave are.now to -
fpeak. :

The Egyptian kings were the firft we have
any account of in that part of the world,
and of them the fcripture makes mention ;
and Fofepbits, Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus,
and others have writ much. -The next great
ftate we find there, was the commonwealth
of Carthage, which was very potent ; and-
the kings of Numidia were alfo confiderable
in thofe days; but-both the aforefaid king-~

- doms and the commonwealth were fubdu’d

by the Romans, and continu’d fubjeét to the
emperors till the fifth century, when Genfe-
ricusy King of the Vandals, pafs’d over out
of Spain into Africa, and there laid the
foundation of the kingdom of the Vapdals ;
which continu’d till the year 534, when the
renown’d general Bedifarius recover’d that
country from Gilimer the fixth and laft-king
of tholyc people. .

In the year 647, the Arabs, call’d Aga-
renians and Saracens, being Mabometans,”
enter’d Africa, from Arabia Felix, in the
reign of the emperor Honorius, and filPd it
with their race and fe&. The Turks have
fince made themfelves abfolute mafters of
£gypt, amd a,grcntFpnrt‘of Barbary is tribu-
tary to them. ~ Thekings of Spainand Por< .
tugal haye poffefs’d themfelves of feveral
towns along the coaft, fome of which they
fill hOld. But t;hls IClacec r)n'ly to rhc nbr..
thero part of Africa, lying along e Afedi-
terranean ; the fouthern parts were but lit-
tle, ornot at all known to the ancients. Let
us procced to the defcription.

Two thirds of Africa lying under the tor-
rid zone, the heats are there very violent,
and they are increas’d by the nature of the
country ; for moft of the middle partsbeing
fandy, therefleétion of the fun makes them
the more infupportable.  All thofe vaft fan-
dy regions are little inhabited, as{carce Y_ro«
ducing any thing for the fupport of life,
nor affording water. Befides, where the find
affords any thing for living creatures to fyb-
fift on, it fwarms with multitudes of rave-
nous wild beatts, asljons, leopards, tygers;-
panthers, aunces, wild cats, and prodigious
venomous ferpents, and the waters are full
of crocodiles. There arealfo camels, dro-
medaries, buffaloes, horfes, affes, and ma-
ny other forts of creatures..

Inthe more fertile parts, the cattle are
large and fat; in the barren, poor and fmalk

2
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There is great variety of excellent, fruit and
plants, fome very wholefome, and others
of a poifonous naturc; of which latter fort
the Adad is fingular, for one dram of it'is
immediate deadh.  In feveral parts there are
mines of gold, filver, copper, tin, iron,
cryftal, falt, and quarries of marble and
other forts,of ftonc. Of all the regions @f

Aftiga, WBarbary is-the balt agd moft .conve-

nienteo’l e in, ho’ dgypt.and Eilbiagia asc |

amore renowntd. Barbary is not only the

beft, but the moft populous part of Africa;
as moft properly fituated for trade, and
abaqunding in.corn. It is that part, which
lies ali d%mg the Miditerranean from ghe
Ocean to Egypt, and contains the angignt
Mauritania, Africa properly fo calied, gnd
part-of Lybia. At prefent there are in it ghe
kingdoms of Fez and Morocco, on the weft ;

and to theeaftward of them, Tremeffen, .

Tunisy. Algier, Tripoli, and Barca.
- The myoft confiderable rivers in Africa are,

_the Nil& the N?]ger, and the Zaire 5 of which

two laft, I fhall bave occafion to fpeak in
the defcription of Nigritia, or the Lower-
Ethiopia. , :

I will not enter upon the feveral divifions
of Africa, in the time of the Romans, and
of Prolemy, who liv’d at Alexandria in
Egypt, in the fecond century ; for then very
little of the interior part of it was kngwn,
as appears by the many febulous accounts of
it fet forth by authors of thofe times, fo full
of abfurdities, that they are not worth taking
notice of. Ptolemy goes no farther than
24 degrees af fourh latitude along the coaft,
where he places his Praffum Promontorium,
how ‘cn.]‘l’dp cape Corrientes, in the province
of Chicanga, fouth of Ssfala ; but fays no-
thing.of it farther fouthward, either on the
caft or weft fides, being fully perfuaded that
the inhabitants beyond thar were utterly fa-
vage and inhuman. and therefore call’d
them Ambropopbagi Etbiopes, that js, man-
eating Ethiopians. - About the year 1486,
Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguefe, failed round
the cape of Good-Hope, and by that means
made us fully acquainted with the utmoft
extent of Africa. ‘

Several geographers much more modern

 than Ptolemy knew lirde mare of that part

of the world ; and Foby Lea Africanys, who
lived in the year 1526, notwithftanding the
great care he pretends to have taken, did
not fucceed in his divifion; for h

—
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but four parts,
ta—or Biledulgerid, Lybia, and
by the Arabs call’d Beled Ala Abid.;
One of the beft modern general divifions
of Africa, is that which makes four
it, viz. the countries of the #bites, wherein
are comprehended Egyps, Barbary, Numi-
dia or Biledulgerid, and Zabara, or the Pe-
Jerts. - Secondly, the country of the Blacks,

or
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or Nigritis, inwhich areGuinea, Nubia, and
jpart of the #Waflern Esbispia. Thirdly, Etbio-
pia prapetly fo.call’d, which may be {ubdi-
.vided into the Upper and the Lower 3 which
Jaft contaios Congo, Mosomotapa, Cafreria,
and Zanguebar. The fourth part confifts of
the i{lands lying about Africa, in the Red
Sea, the Ocean, and the Mediterranean.

Thus much imay fuffice cancerning Africa
in general, it being foreign from the fubjeét
in hand to treat any mare fully of it, there
being many accounts in feveral languages
extant, which the cutious reader may con-
fult. T proceed o that which makes mate
tomy purpofe. _

.. Ir.will not be.improper, beforeI enter up-
on the defcription of that part of Africa com-
monly call’d Guinea, to give fome account
of the etymology of that name, and of the
fituation, extent and limits of the country,
for the better information of fuch as arc un-
acquainted therewith; having obferv’d, that
very. few writers have taken upon them to
{tate thofe things right, and that not one
Zraveller I have met wich has been careful in
thefe particulars.  And it is a great misfor-
tune that among fuch a multitude of men as
have been employ’d in voyages to Guines,
and refiding there, fince navigation has.been
‘braught to the prefent perfection, fo few
have:been curious to make proper remacks
and obfervations of what might be found en-
terraining and ufeful.

This defect is fo univerfal, that I have
known many, and among them fome who
thave had good education, yet after feveral
-voyages made.to Guinea, «or refiding there
amany years, could fcarce give any tolerable
account.of thofe pargs, sbut only in general,
and after a very confus’jiiﬁnncr; nor were
they provided with any.priated accounts.of
thofe countries, .to comparetheir awn parti-
.cular obfervations with them.\ -

" This omiffion, I am of opinjion, proceeds
from the .apinion generally chnéeiv’d, that
Guinea and Amerita are akeady fo well

known, that it is not worth their trouble to

make any farther obfexvations, than what

have been aiready .publifh’d in feveral lan-

ages ; -never confidering, that countries

of fuch a waft extent daily afford matterof

new difcoveries, and thatit is impoffible for

thofe who have writ already, tho’ ever fo

-.capable and indefatigable, to have feen and

__found out all things.

This beingggranted, any man may juftly
conclude there is fill room enough forihis
remarks, am fo - great a diverfity of
;people and natifny as are contain’d in.fucha
vaft tract of land. Befides, there is fcarce
any other voyage that will afford 2 man
more leifure'to .abferve and write, whether
he goes anly on a trading voyage, orrefides
there ; becaufe there is not always a ibrisk

' The hutrodutdory Difesurfe,

trade, fo that every man may have {pase

hours to make his remarks, and write them

down as they eccur ; all which may be after-
wards tranfcrib’d during the pafiage from
one continent to the other, for that com-
monly lafts two months, and fometimes
Jonger ; and two or three hours every day
may be better employ’d that way, than in
drinking, gaming, or other idle diverfions.
too frequently ufed.

It is-not always incapacity thiat obftruéts
the makiog of fuch abfervations, but racher
a flathful difpofition; for there are mecp
enough of fo much fenfe and Jydgmc,nr, as
to be able to give a ragional account of what
they fee and hear, and to diftinguith betweea
‘what is, and what is not worth their noting
down, efpecially when they” have had any
liberal education. Perbaps thete are not
many fuch, that will expole themiclves o
the dangers and fatigues of fuch voyages:
but if they-could conceive bow great a fatif-

~ fattion it & o fee reguote and ftrange coun-
tries, and to obmepus etfe&ts of

nature i them, their nupber wauld cer-
tainly be much greater, and they would °
chearfully.expofe themielves for the pleafure
of cantemplating, the glorious effefts of pro-
vidence, and the reputation of tranfmitting
fuch works to pofterigy. For my own part,
I.muft owni have oftendamented my misfor-
tune, of nat having been brought up teo

“dearning, which difables me from delivering

what I have obferv’d in Guineg and America, -
in fogood a meghod, and with fuch elegancy -

of ftyle, as might be expected ; efpecially
‘writing in a language which is not natural
to me. Theonly fatisfaction T have, 15, that
my pencil has made fome amends for che
defeéts of my pen and wanrt of diterature,
which encourag’d =< (0 .prefent my readers
with fo mauy cuts'as are contained in this
ook, all the draughts being taken by me
upon the fpot. Another inducement was,
that I obferv’d the beft accounts we have of
Guinea, .are all deficient in this particular of
good cuts ; far without refle€ting upon any
perfoffwhatfoever, I muft affirm that what
has hitherto been made publick of this fort,
is nothing exa&, or to be depended on:
and for thofe I here prefent the world, Ican
fafely proteft, they are exact and lively repre-
fentations .of the things themfelves, as near

.as my skill could reach.

To come now to_the fubje& inhand, viz.
the etymology of (e name of Guinea, being
a confiderable- part of the dountry of the
Blacks lying along the fea-coaft: Itis un-
queftionably deriv’d from that of Genedoa,
another prowince of Nigritia, or the country
.of the Blacks, lying betwixt that of Gualata,
which is on the north of it, and the river
Senega on the fouth; along the north fide
of which river, this province of Genebos

extends
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extends above eighty leagucs up the country
eaftward.

T he natives of this country call it Geunii,
or Genii, ancient geographers Mandori, and
the /frican merchants and Arabs, Gheneva
and Geneboa ; from which, the firft Portu-
gu:fe difcoverers corruptly came to name it
Guinea, or, as they pronounce it, Guinésy
which appellation they. gave to all the coun-
tries they fucceflively difcovered from the
river Senega to that of Camarones, which
laft is in the gulphof Guinea: and many
have fince extended this name of Guinea to
the country ftill fouthward, as far as cape
Lope Gonzalez 5 and others beyond Renguela,
which is to the fouthward of Angola, as far
as cape Negro, in 16 degrees of fouth lati-
tude. R .

Little or nothing of thefe countries having
been known in former ages, modern geogra-
phers have been obliged, in this and mnnK
other particulars, to take up blindly wit
whatfoever accounts travellers could give of
thofe parts ; and accordingly, after the ex-
ample of the Portuguefe, applied the name
of Guinea to all the above-mentioned coun-
tries. Antient geography could not afford
them much light in this particular; yet
Ptolemy, in the fecond century, fays con-
cerning the name of Guinea, thatitisa word
of the country, and fignifies hot and dry,
to denote the temperature of the climate, as
being in the torrid zone.  The fame author
places in thofe countries the people Rerorct,
Leve Athiopes, Apbricerones, Derbici, and
others fucceflively: and in one of his eight
books of geography, where he treats of Ni-
gritia and Guinea, he places the Sophucai’
Athiopes betwixt Sierra Leona and Rio
Grande ; the Anganzine AEthiopes from Sierra
Lésna o cape Palmas, and the Perorft far-
ther inland than the others. Buth Nigritia
and Guinea are there indifferently laid down
under the denomination of NigritarumRegio.

Hence may be deduced, that the name of
Guinea has been impofed on thofe countries
only by Europeans; for the inhabitants of all
that traét of land from the river Senega down
to cape. Lope, and even as far as cape Negro,
are perfect ftrangers to it, nonc of them
knowing what is meant by the name of Gui-
nea, except fome few at the Gold Coaft, who
have been taught it by the Exropeans refi-
ding among them. '

T his being fuppofed, it is alfo very pro-
bable that thefe vaft countries were after-

wards, for the fake of method, fubdivided

into diftin& parts, by geographers, as they
gain’d farther knowledge of them in procefs
of time ; for the natives know nothing of
geography, nor fo much as writing, as fhall
be hereafter obferv’d in its proper place.
The beft divifion of it, made by our mo-
dern geographers, is, into three parts, viz.

Nigritia, Guinea properly fo call’d, and
the Lower Ethiopia 5 but fea-faring men, who
are not commonly confin’d to methods, give
arbitrary names to thefe feveral countries.

The Portuguefe,who feem_with moft right

to claim the firft difcovery thereot, divide it
only into two parts,the Upper and theLower
Guinea ; the upper, that which is on this
fide the cquator, and the other that beyond
it, as far as cape Negro abovemention’d. .

The Englifb and Duuck differ very much
in their defcriptions of Guinea, tho’ they
agree in the name. The former commonly
‘make North Guinea to begin at the river
Gambia, and extend it no farther fouthward
than to cape Palmas, in four degrees of-north

latitude : and from -the faid cape to thatof-

- cape Gonzalez, inone degree of fduth lati-
tude, they retkon all the intermediate fpace
Scuth Guinea. .

The Dutch, by North Guinea, generally
mean all the country from cape Branco,
near Arguimy to the river of Sierra Leona s

and from that river to cape Lope they reckon .

South Guinea, dividing it into feveral fections
or parts, as the Greyn Kuft, the Tand Kuft,
the Quaqua Kuft, the Goude Kuft, the Slave
Kupt, the Benin Kuft, and the Biofara Kuft,
being the fame names us’d by the Englifh,
at the end of which laftiscape Lope. Thefe
again are fubdivided into fmaller parts,
which I fhall mention in the defcription.

The French alfo greatly differ from one
another in this refpect ; and moft of themdo
not reckon the countries lying from the Se-
nega to Sicrra Leona River, nay, even to
Cabomonte beyond it, foutherly, as a por-
tion of what they call Guinea; but diftin-
guifh each country in particular by the name
of the inhabitants thereof on the fea-fide, or
by that of the places they trade at, as Se-
nega, Caboverde, Goeree, Rio Frefeo, Porto
&.dli, Camhia Riffegos. and Sierra T.eona
but reckon the beginning of Guinea propria
from Cabomonte, and fo down to Camarones
river aforefaid, and fome of them as far as
cape Lope. ‘

Antient and modern geographersare alfo
at variance among themfelves on this head ;
for which reafon it is difficult to determine
who isin theright. It is needlefs to perplex
the reader with their feveral opinions as €6
the fituation, limits and extent of this part
of Africa; it fhall fuffice to fay, thatamon

_the French authors, ‘Robbe and Martineau du

Pleffis, the moft modern geographers of that
nation, have of late publifh’d each a large
volume of geography, eftecmed by the
Fremch the beft and moft accurate of all
others; wherein they pretend to have cor-
re¢ted Sanfon, Duval, Baudrand and others.

Thefe two feem to me to have the beft

method of divifion, of which I fhall fpeak
anon ; for astoauthors ¢f very antient date, -
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as N{armol and others, who have writ con-
cerning Guinea propria, there is no relying
on what they have f{aid as to this point ; nor
m:ﬁht we to be furpriz’d at the many mi-
ftakes and wrong notions we find in their ac-
counts, if we do but confider how little
knowledge the world had of that country inr
their time. . Marmol, who otherwife igvery
commendable for his account of Morocco,
Sremeflen, Tarudant, Fez, ind Tunis, as
‘having been there a captive for the fpace of
{even years or more, and underftanding the
Arabic and Africap language, as he declares
in his preface; fo that Mr. &' Ablancourt
judg’d it worth his pains to tranflate him in-
to French out of Spanifb; in what concerns
Guinea, is very defeétive, himfelfowning he
he was never in Guinea, but only travelled
the Defarts of Lybia from Barbary,to a place
call’'d Acequia Elbamara, on the confines of
Geneboa, which he calls Guinea, with Cheriff
Mabomet, when he fubdued the weftern pro-
vinces of Africa. This author, I fay,
places the coaft of Malezuete caft of the Gold
Coaf?, tho’it is above a2 hundred leagues to

. theweftward of it. And what isyet mére in
- Marmol, itappears that he hasalmoft every.

where copy’d Fobn Leo Africanns, a native

of Granads, who after it was taken by king -

Ferdinand of Spain, in 1491, retired into Afri-
ca,where he compos’d his defcription of thofe
countrics in Arabic, and out of it Marmo! did

. compile the beft part of hisown defcription

of Africa, without naming him any where.

- To return to the moft natural divifion of
the country of the Blacks in Africa; the
modern authors above-named, make three

fections thereof, wviz. Nigritia, Guinea, and
. Ethiogia 5 and this laft they fubdivide into

the Upper and the Lower or Weftern Etbiopia
or Aby/ffinia, and fay, after other geographers
of more antient date than themlelves, that
thefe countriec were commonly call’d Nigr-
tia from their ancient inhabitants, the NVi-

it 3 which name the antients took from
g .

their black colour, or from the foil,:which in

fome parts is burnt by the exceflive heats of -

the fun, and which they thought did fo
blacken them. . 3

Pliny alledges hereupon, Suetonius-Pau-
linus, whom'1 knew, fays he, in-his con:
fulthip, and who was the firft of the Romans
that march’d fome miles beyond Mount- A1-
las, of whofe height he gives much the fame
account as others havedone, that in about
ten days march he got thither, and further
up the country to a river call’d Niger, thro’
defarss of black duft, and places uninhabi-
table, by reafon of the exceffive heat ; the
rocks feeming to be almoft burnt-up, tho’
this expedition was in the winter.

The fame author fays, the defarts of

. Africa which are beyond the leffer Syrtis

Pbazania, now call’d the kingdom of Pba-
"Vor. V.

'

-

zan, were fubdued ; where we took thetwo °

l's

cities of Phazani, calld Alle and Cil- —

laba: all was conquer'd by the vittorious.

arms of the Romans, for which Corn. Balbus-

triumph’d. Both citics lay in near 28 de-
gfees of north latitude, and 33 of eaft lon-
gicude, from the firft meridian according
to Ptolemy, betwixt the countryof the Ga-
ramantes. on the north, and the defart of
Lybia imterior on the fouth, almoft fouth of
Tunis, formerly Cartbage, according to Mr.
de PIfle's new map of Africa. -
The royal focieties of London and Paris
have admitted of the Portuguefz divifion of
Guinea into Upper and Lower, reckoning the

‘former to extend from cape Ledo or Tagrin

to cape Lope 3 and the latter from cape Lope
to about Cabo Negro.

To fay fomething in particular of thefé
refpective parts of Africa; Nigritia, Guineay
and Etbiopia.

’

Nfgritia, orNegra'land; lies between 8 and

23 degrees of north latitude, and from
3 to 44 degrees of longitude, from the meri-
dian of Ferro: thus it extends eight hundred
French leagues in length, from eaft to wett,
and near three hundred in ‘breath, *

. It is bounded on the north and eaft by
Zabaras on the fouth by Guinea propria
and Biafara; this being part of the Lower
or Weptern Etbiopia ; and on the weft by the
Atlantick or Weftern Ocean.

That country is commonly fubdivided in-
to two parts; the one which lies porth of
the. Niger and Gambia Rivers; the other
fouth of them: thofe two parts containing
eighteen kingdoms, befides fome other ter-
ritories about them. .

The Nortbern Nigritia, according to the
beft accounts printcd at London and Paris,
contains ten kingdoms, and fome other’
ftates, viz, Gwalata and Genehoa on the
Ocean, eaftward s Tombut, Agadez, Cano,
Caffena or Cbana, Zegzeg, Zanfara or Pba-
ran, Bornou, and Gaoga or Kauzba, and the
country of Zaghara 3 and betwixt the Senega
and Gambia rivers are the kingdoms of the
fame names, and thofe of Gelofes, with the
Sereres and Barbecins. ,

All thefe countries i general are popu-
lous, and very woody; and the foil, tho’
fandy, would produce great ftore of Indian
wheat and millet, if the inhabitants took
better care to cultivateit. The air is ver
hot, but fo wholefome, that it recovers ﬁez

people. The foil produces rice, flax and .

cotton ; .and there are mines 6f goldand Til-
ver, as alfo ambergris, honey, and fruit-
trees, efpecially palm-trees, which afford
them wine. The natives, in fome parts,
value Copper above Gold ; but want the skill
of fpinning . their flax. The earth is more
fertile than in o[hCI&: regions of Africa, not

o ' only

/
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:only becaufeitis-lefs.fandy, but-chiefly be-
-caufe of the ‘overflowing of the Niger, for

-forty daystagether, yearly, from the middle

.of Fune, to the latter end of Fulyfoliowing,
.as [ (hall obferve in a particujar chapter in
the following def¢ription. - This river, like
‘the Nile, leaves after its averflowing a cer-

tain {lime which fattensthe earth, -efpecially

in pafture-ground. It traverfes Nyritia,
from caft to weft, for above éight hundred
Jeagues; but towards the weft it dividesinto
five or {ix branches, each of which has a
different name, wiz. Semega, Gambia, Rio
de St. Domingo, Rio-Grande, Rio Rba, and
fome add Rio de San Fuan 5 of this .more in
the defcription.

" The Southern Nigritia contains eightking-
doms, befides feveral other territorics. The
kingdoms, to reckon them from eaft to weft,
are, Medra, Quangara, and Duma, fouth
of the latter, being the Defartsof Seu: then
Temian, Bito, Guber, Gago, and the coun-
try of Meczara, with the great kingdom of
Mandinga or Songo, and the countries of the
Malincopes, Sarcolles, Fargots, Galam, and
Cantorfyor Cantozy. The other nations are
the Cafangas, and the Bifegos, the former in-
habiting between the rivers Gambia and
St. Damingo, the others betwixt the latrer and

- the Niger ; as do alfo the Soufs and Biafares.

Moft of the faid kingdoms are fubdivided
into many fmaller, fo little kpown to us,
that it is not worth while to fearch after
their names, which.are fo ftrange, that they
are not to be underftood.

Thefe kingdoms of North and South Gui-
7ea have each of them their refpective capital
towns, of the fame name with the country
wherein they are fituated: but the metro-
polis of Tombus, is the moft renowned of
them all; it is very large, and mighty po-
pulous. Next to this, thofe of Aaudinga
and Cano are reckon’d confiderable. The
city of Mandinga lies on the fouthern fide of
the Niger. —~

The Natives of Nigritia are lefs favage
than the people of Barpary and Biledulgerid :
They are very ignorant, grofs, and %a.z H
they admire 2 man that knows fomething,
and cherifh ftrangers. Moft of them deal
in flaves, which th
bours ; and fome fell their wives and chil-
dren to the Europeans, as I fhall hereafter
obferve in the followng, memoirs of Guinea,

All the kings of. Nigritia are abfolute in
their dominions, and yet moft of them are
tributaries to him of Tombus, as the moft
puiffant; and next to him in power, are
thofe of Mandinga and of Cano, before-men-
tioned. They areall either loofe Mahome-

*.2gns, or idolaters, inveterate encmies to the

rws.’ : ‘
Thofe of the Defgrts live withoutany re-
ligion; and what few Chriftigns arc among -

hiftories, the notion

take of their neigh- .

them, are.very imperfectly iﬁiﬁated' in go/pel-

precepts.

Of ‘GuiNea-Prorr1a, or Soutn-
' Guinea. '

: H IS country is the fouthern part of
. Negroland, and formerly dependedon -
it. It is not half fo broad, but far. more po-

ulous, as lying more to the fea. Itsboup~
dary on the north is Nigritia;_on the eaft
Biafara, orthe Wefiern Ltbigpia, which D
Pleffis calls North Congo s but I fear he mi-
ftakes: on the fouth, the Ethiopick Ocean

. and on the weft, being there of a circular

form, it is wafh’d by both.the Etbiopick and
the Atlantick Ocean ; this latter ending about
«cape Tggrin, at Sierra Leona, whereit takes
the name of Ethiopick. The Atlantick Ocean
derives its name from Mount Atlas in Bile-
dulgerid, which reaches almoft to it, and
bears that name as far as the cape Finifterre
in Galicia, among fome geographers; but I
belicve it ought not to be extended farther
to the northward than cape S. Vincent in Al-
8(27'7.«'(-

Guinea lies betwixt ¢ and 12 degrees of
north Jatitude; and from g t0.38 degrees of
longitude : fo that it is about five hundred
and fifty lcagues in length, and one hundred
and forty inits greateft breadth, and fixty in
the leaft, about Ria Fermofo, or Benin River.,
Robbe fays, the French difcover’d Guinea be-
fore any other European nations, in 1346.
But fince he produces no manner of autho- |
rity for his affertion, - and none of the French
.Ahii¥orians mention any thing of it in their
ms to be ill groun-
ded; of which, more hereafier. ‘

The fituation of Guinea, near the Equagor,
renders the air fcorching hot ; which, with
the frequent heavy rains they have, makes it
very unwholefome, efpecially to foreigners.
The earth is water’d, befides the rains, by
feveral little rivers, which fertilize it; ()cr’
that in fome parts of it, they have properly
two fummersand two winters; the latter not
very fevere,. as confifting only of continual
rains,which occafion the unhealthinefsabove-
mentioned, but fartenthe ground, and make
1t fit to produce, as it does, great quanti-
ties of rice, Guinea pepper, Indian wheat,
and fome fugar-canes, (Du Pleffis adds bar-
ley, but I never heard of any fuch corn
there) cotton, millet, and many forts of

rain and fruits peciliar to that country.
has alfo gold mines, elephants, cattle,
leopards, tygers, wild boars, goats, theep,
, monkeys, apes very nimble and.
fportful 5 befides great numbers of birds of
various forts, and poultry very fmall. The
fea abounds in divers kinds of fifh, great and
fmall ; of all which things I fhall give a.
_ - parucular
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particular -defc;ipcidn -in this volume, at

gheir:proper:places. ,

. T hgrpsi:m%al rivers are thofe of Mitomba
or Sierra Leona, Sberbro, Plizoge, Seftro,
St..Andrews, Siveiro da Qofia, Mancu, Volta,
Lages, Fermofo, New Calabar, Old-Calabar,
Rioddl Rey, and Camaromes-; this laft fepa-
rating Guinea from Biafuara. )

. Guinea isagam fabdivided into three prin-
cipal parss, viz. the wettern, ‘middle, and
caftern: the weftern parr is the coaft of
Malleguette 5 the ‘middle, Guinea propria,
that comprehending the Tvory, the Quagua,
the Goid, and the Stave Coafs ; the eaftern,

Benin, and the coaft from cape Fermofo to
Rio Camarones; of all which I fhall fpeak
in time and place.

- All thefe countriesare govern’d by kings,
-and other fovereigns ; but it is a miftake in
Robbe and other authors, ‘tofuppofe an em-

peror of Guirea, as they do, who has fub-

dued and made triburaries moft of the other
powers, reducing their countries and terri-
tories into one fole mighty kingdom, which
they call Guinza. This thall be more parti-
calarly cleared hereafeer ; for the very name
aof Gumea isnot fo much as known to the na-
tives, as I have already obferv’d; and this
imaginary Guinenn monarchy, was never
heard
and this defcription will fhow what great

. mumbers.of petey kingsand commonwealchs
_there are in a1, all or moft of them indepen-
dent and arbitrary.

. As to the manmers of the Guineans, their
trade, governmet, religious worfhip, £ge.
thofe will be treated of in the defcription

and the fupplement, to which I refer.

e
Of the Lowsr o7 INFERIOR
| Etuioria.

Etwixt Gainea and Congo are feveral ter-
ritaries, which fome -antient authors
comprehended,together withGuinea propria,
in Nigritia 3 but the modern, with morerea-
fon, account them all as a part of Esbiopia
exterior. Generally thofe countries are fub-
di#ided into three parts, viz. the kingdoms
of Biafsra, Gabon, cape Lope Gonzalez, as
the chiefeft; and -extending from north to
fouth their coafts, with thofe of Ouwerre,
Gallabar, and Del Rey, forming the gulph
of Guiaea, by the antients call’d Eibiopicus
finus intimus, and now by the Englifh mari-
ners the Bight of Gumea. The other petty
kingdoms adjeining to the —three above-
named, are “Medrs, Capon, and Catombo
or Cajumbo; and next the fouth fide of cape
Lope, the tetritories of Comma, Goby, and
Sette, which a_rc'p_noperl‘y comthonwealths.
. After them, ftidiso the fouthwatd, lies the
kingdom of: Leango, by Ligafera call'd Bra-

there, nor clfewhere in Africa;

‘mas, beginningbelow cape 8¢, Catharine
then thole of Cacomgo, Bomangoy, Congo,
Angola or Dongo, and Benguela. v

To the eaftward of all thefe countries, lie
the vaft territories of the Anzicains and the
Fagos, two populous, but very barbatous
wild nations, and man-eaters; which areyet
fubdivided into feveral tribes and colonies,
under different denominations. All thefe
kingdoms and territories above-mention’d,
with thofe of Bungo, Macoco, Giringrombra,
and Mujac, nations inhabiting caftward of
the former, doall'together conftitute what
geographers call the Lower, or Weflern, Ex-
terior Ethiopia, .

This name of Ethiopia is Greek, -and fig-
nifies a country of Blacks; but the antients !
more particularly dadapted it to the country
of the Abyfines, above any other; and the
Europeans have follow’d them therein, till
this time, calling all thefe vaft countrics by
the name of Etbiopia in general: buc the
Etbiopians themfelves know nothing of any
fuch name.

Some authors derive this name from
Etbiops the fon of Pulcan ; or from the Greek
word Aitho, I burn, as Piixydoes.

Etbiopia interior comprehends Abyffinia or
the empire of the hyfizes, and Nubia,
‘which is to the northward of it. . ]

Ethiopia exterisr comprehends the king-
dom of Biafara, with the others 1 have
named above, that join to it about the gulph
and cape Lope ; as Loango, Cacongo, Angola,
and Bengucla, lying on the fea: as alfo the
countries of the Anzicains and the Fagos in-
land ; and next to the others eaftward, the
coafts of Mataman and the Cafres, the em-
pires of Monomotapa and Monoemugi, and the
coafts of Zanpuebar, of Ajan, and of Abex,
on the eaft ﬁéc s thefe laft atr prefent under
the dominion of the Turks. - '

This region of Etbiopia, in former times
much larger, is now confin’d between 45 and
74 degrees of longitude ; and berwixt the
14th degree of fouth and the 16th degree of
north latitude. Its boundarics on the north
are Nubia and Egypt ; on the eaft the Red--
Sea 5 on the fouth the Moroemugi and Ca-
freria; and on the weft the countries of
Comgo, Biafars, and the Fagos, othetwife
named Giacgues; and is feven hundred
leagues in length from north to fouth, and
five hundred from eaft to weft.

‘This is to be underftood of the country,
which has gone under the name of 2yfinia
or Etbigpia interior 5 but not of that which
is now {ubjett to the emperor of Abyfiric,
by fome call’d the Great Negus and Prefler
Fobn, whofe dominians never extended fo
far, and have fince the year1537, been re-
duced into much natrower bounds than they
were before, by the invafions of the Galas
znd other barbarous Afrizen haiohs up the

- inland,
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inland, and the conquetts of the Turks, who
have fubdu’d all the fea-coafts; fo that the
emperor of Etbiopia has not now one fea-
port town left him, or any better defence
than his inacceflible mountains. :

The people of Abyffinia, likeall the Esbi-
opians, are very tawny in fome places, and
in others very black, as they dwell farther
from,or nearer to the Equator,but handfomer
than the Blacks of Nigritia and Guinea.
They are witty, affable, and charitable to
ftrangers ; but on the other hand, very flo-
venly, lazy, and improvident. They are
alfo loyal to their princes, and- religious to
fuperftition ; boafting that they have been
inftruéted’in the true religion of God, by
two of their former queens, Macqueda and
Candace. ‘The firft they pretend was that
queen of Saba or Sheba, who brought them
the Mofaical Law from Fudea, in which fhe
had been inftructed by king Solomon ;3 and
the fecond taught them the myfteries of the
Cbriftian Faith. As to the latter, ’tis not
improbable that the Eunuch of Candace,
baptiz’d by Pbilip the deacon, converted
them; and after him, St. Thomas and St.
Maithew the Apoftles; and they have to
this time kept chriftianity among them,
with this difference, that they have em-
braced the errors of Eutyches, and of Diofco-
rus; and haveftill their metropolitan, call’d
there Abuna, who is fubject to the patriarch
of the Copbties, who ufually refidesat Grand
Cairo, with thequality of patriarch of Alex-
andria. .

The kings of Aby/finia ufually keep their
court in the open fields; and either in peace
or war their camp is, as it were, the capital
of the kingdom, and takes up a vaft fpace
of ground ; for the number of futtlers and
other pcople following the army, is twice as
great as that of the foldiery. Thekingand

queen, with their whole houthold, always -

go along with the army to war ; and are ac-
company’d by all the lords and ladies of the
court: and all people, except handy-crafts
and husbandmen are obliged to take up
arms, and join the regular forces upon occa-
fion, becaufe thofe do not make up above
35000 foot and 5000 horfe. The tents of
the camp are ranged with fo much order,
that they form a large city and fine ftreets..
The emperor’s tents ftand in the middle of
the camp, with two others which ferve for
churches. At fome diftance are thofe of the
emprefs, and the ladies, the great lords, the
general officers of the army, and the inferior ;
making together above 6000- tents, befides
thofe of the foldiery. K .
The emperor fometimes removes
year, and fometimes fixes his refidence fe-
veral years together in the fame place. He
commonly encamps betwixt Ambamarian,

" Debfan, and Dancas, about the lake of Dem-

bea, in the province of that name. Thefe
princes boaft they are defcended from the
race of the king and prophet David.

The people are generally clad in cotton
or filk, according to their ability ; and fome-
eimes, inskinsdrefs’d like chamoy. They
cat fleth half, and fome quite raw. All the
priefts and religious men continually carry a
crofs in their hand as they go about the
ftreets or elfewhere. Some of the priefts
are married, but nevera fecond time.

They circumcife children, the males for-
ty, the females fixty daysafter they are born;
which is always perform’d on a Sasurday or
Sunday, being the days on which they cele-
brate Mafi, and then baptize them; after
which, the prieft gives the communion to
thefe new-born babes, and immediately their

_mothers feed them with pap, to help them

to fwallow the particles of the Ho# put into
therr mouth, : :

The Fefuits formerly converted fome em-
perors there to the. Roman catholick reli-
gion, as alfo the then patriarch ; but they
were afterward expell’d : fince which time,
many Capucins have been there, and made

fome progrefs; but the far greateft number

are {chifmaticks. - -

As for other particulars of thisempire, as
the plants, animals, rivers, and mountains,
and the manners and cuftoms of the inha-
bitants, I refer the curious reader to the
travels of the Jefuits in Ethiopia,. written by
Balthazar Tellez ; and to be found in Eng-
lifb in the quarto colle@ion of travels in two
volumes: that being the account given by
the feveral Fefuits, who refided there many
years 3 and firft difcovered the true fource of
the Nile, being eye-witneffes, of what they
write: whereas Ludolpbus, who has been
much cry’d up, has nothing to be rely’d on
but what he borrow’d from thofe travels,
having never been in the country himfelf,

It remains that I fay fomiething as to the
caufe or reafon of the blacknefs of the people
of Nigritia, Guinea, Esbigpia, Madagafcar,
and many other places.

I have been as inquifitive as poffibly I
could, in this particular, and examined the
arguments brought by feveral authors and
geographers, but without any fatisfaion.
Some fuppofe the reafon to be, becaufe thofe
people live betwixt the #ropicks in the torrid

Zones, where the perpetual fcorching heat

of the fun blackens them, as it does the - -
carth in fome parts, which makes it look as -

if burnt by fire. But this vanithes prefently,
if we confider that Europeans living within the
tropicks, tho’ ever fo long, will never turn
black or footy ; and that Blacks living many

years in Europe, will always breed black or -
footy children. Befides the Americans and-

Eaft-Indians, tho' inhabiting the fame pa-
rallel zomes, are not black : and particulasly

througlout
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throughout all America, it is moft certain,
there never was any black till they were car-
ry’d thither by Europeans, tho® fo vaft a part
of that continent lies within the torrid zones,
as is a great part of the kingdem of Mexico,
moft of Peru and Brazil, &c. which never
produced any native Black.

Marmol, in my opinion, affigns the beft
reafon. ¢ The blacknefs of Ethiopians, and
«« other footy nations, does not proceed ei-
<¢ ther from the exceffive heat of the fun,
< or from the extreme drynefs of their
¢¢ land ; or other things affigned by aftro-
<« Jogers; for if it were fo, all Blacks would
<¢ turn white in temperatc climates after two
¢ or three generations; and the Enropeans
«¢ in like manner would turn black in the
<« Negro countries ; but experience teftifies
¢¢ the contrary. This blacknefs in thofe

people muft therefore proceed from the

blood or race ; and it may perhaps be on
account of the malediction of Nsab on

Cham his difrefpeétful fon, as.the diver-

fity of languages was the curfe of Nimrod

and of the Giams, that were building th
tower of Babel.” ’

That this blacknefs muft be in the blood

" orrace, as Marmol argues, can be further

proved, from this obfervation made, that
the Fews of the Portuguefe race, always mar-

rying one with the other, the children re-

femble their fathers and mothers complec-
tion; and thus this particular tawny colour
perpetuates itfelf with little or no diminution
wherefoever they inhabit, even in northern
countries: whereas the German Fews, as for
example thofe of Prague, are as white as
moft of their German countrymen; which
fhews what an error moft people are in, who
think all Fews are tawny. :

I had defign’d to write a brief hiftory of
navigation, and of the difcovery of the mag-
net or ladflonc, with fome additians of m
own, to what able pens have lately pub-
lifh’d ;5 to entertain my reader with fome-
thing more diverting than to fpeak only of
Blacks, winds, feas, plants, and animals:
but ‘being prefs’d to haften this volume to
the prefs, after above ten years expectation
of it, Tam oblig’d to forbear for the prefent
time; butifI live, hope to get it ready for
the prefs before this copy is printed ; and
then it may beadded by way of appendix at
the end of this book.  For the prefent thall
only mention the difcoveries of the ¢oafts of
Africa {ucceflively, from the latitude of Ma-
dera ifland to Niritis, Guinea, Etbiopia,
and the cape of Good-Hope, and fo beyond
it to the Eaft-Indies, performed by the Por-
tuguefe nation in the fourteenth century.

Before I enter upon that fubje&, it will
not be amifs to give an account of what fome
French authors, and particularly Villaud d:
B'e!/'c;[orzs n{lrd Robbe aflert; iz, that the

orL. V.

French difcovered the coafts of Nigritiz and
- Guinea, almoft an hundred years before the
Portuguefe. ‘The firft of them fays; it was
in the year 3346, and the latterin 1364.
Villaud de Bellefons relatés it as follows :
That about the year 1346, fomie adventu-
rers of Dieppe, a fea-port town of the terri-
tory of Caux, in Normandy, long before
ufed to navigidtion and long voyages, as be-
ing defcended from the antient Normanss

who from their northern cold country, had

fettled themfelves in that province, even be-
fore the reign of Charles the Simple, in 922,

did fail along the coafts of Nigritiz and. .

Guinea, and there fettled colonies -in feveral
parts ; but more efpecially about Cabo Verde
in the bay of Rio Frefco, and along the coaft
of Malleguette, to which they gave the
names of fome French towns and ports, viz.

the bay of France to the bay of Rio Frefco

above-named, extending from cape Verds to
cape Maflo; that of Petit-Dieppe to the
village of Rip Corfo; and that of Sefiro
Paris toﬁtheia’lge town of Grand Sefiro, on
_the-coaft of Malleguette, not far from cape
- Palms, at N. W. bringing over thence to
&France, greatquantitiesof Guinea pepper and
1vory or elepbants-tgeth; whence the inhabi-
tants of Disppe fet up_the trade of turning
ivory, which art in procefs of time did fo far
improve, as did the making of all other forts
of ivory-work, ufeful or curious; and efpe-
cially combs, that they Became famous all
over France, and the neighbouring nations,
as the greateft artifts in that kind, and have
"fo continued to this time.

Villaud adds, that by conftant practice in
long voyages, the people of Dieppe became
fuch great mafters of navigation and aftro-
nomy, that to this day abundunce of the
French from all pares of the kingdom come
thither o lcarn thofe fciences in the publick

ichools fet up for that purpofe, from time

out of mind. —
He farther affirms, that the French firft
founded the caftle of Mina on the Gold-Coaft
of Guinea, in the year 1383, and poflefs’d
it till the year 1484. That the civil warsen-
fuing in France, which lafted from Novem-
ber 1380 to Fuly 1461, being eighty-one
years, in the reign of Charles the fixth, fur-
named Le bien aimé, and Charles the feventh,
furnamed the king of Bourges, and after-
wards the Viclorious and the Well-ferved; as
having had the good fortune in his latter
years to force the Englifh to quit all their in-
tereft in France, except Calais ; the French
nation was fo diverted from trading to re-
moteltountries, and at the fame time fo much
impoverifh’d, that the Normans were obli-
ged to give over trading at Guinea, and
abandon all their fettlements there; which
- were _afterwards poffefs’d by the Portugiefe,
the Duwch, the EngliD » Danes, and Cour-

landers,
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- The Introduiory. Difcourfe.

landers, who built cafties and forts there,
for the greater fecurity of their traffick.

If this account be true, it is ftrange that
no mention is made of it by other French
hiftorians, feveral of whom I have examin’d,
and particularly de Serres and Mezeray. Such
confiderable undertakings, and fo rich a
trade, feemed to deferve a place in hiftory,
efpecially at a time when long voyages were
look’d upon with a fort of dread, as full of
hazards, navigation being then in its in-
fancy. The filence of the French hiftorians

" in this point, gives us juft caufe to fufpect

the validity of this author’s aflertions ; nor
do I find in the hiftory of Portugal, which
is fo full of the Portuguefe difcoveriesof Ni-
gritia and Guinea, the leaft mention of their
having heard of any Fremchmen that had
founded the caftle of Mina, in3383; or
that Azembuja when he came to Mina in
1484, and begun there his firft entrench-
ment, ever faw or heard of any fuch caftle
built by the French an hundred years before.
- Henee I conclude, that it would be a

" piece of injuftice to attribute the firft difco-

veries of this part of Africa to the French, in
prejudice of the Portuguefe, who certainly
the firft of all Europeans.made thofe difco-
veries ; which will be further corroborated
by the following accounts.

To proceed the more methodically in this
account, I muft firft take notice of the prin-
cipal promoter and inftrument of thefe dif-
coveries ; I mean the infante or prince Heary
the fifth, fon to king Fobas the firft of Portu-
gal, duke of 7ifeo, and mafter of the military
order of Crrr1sT. This prince having ftu-
dy’d the mathematicks, and particularly
cofmography, gave his mind entirely to dif-
cover fuch parts of the world as were yet un-
known, and fpent forty years, and great
fums of money, upon that enterpiize. Be-'
fides what he had read of geography, he got
information from feveral Mpors ot Fez and
Adorocco, who had travelled towards the
borders of Guinea, which much encouraged

him to proceed on his proje&. The better,

to apply himfelf wholly to that affair, he
fettled his refidence at the town of Temo-
cabol, on cape Sagres, in the kingdom of
Algarve. .
Before I enter upon his performances, I
muft by the way take notice, that the Ca-

. nary Iflands had been before difcover’d in the

year 1348, by Fobn Bethancourt, a French-
man, employ’d by king Fobn of Cafiile, who
conquer’d five of them.

In 1415, prince Henry fitted out two
fhips, which pafs’d not beyond cape Bojador,
fixty leagues beyond cape Nao, then the ut-
moft extent of the Spani/b navigation,

The firftchat pafs’d the faid cape was Giles
Yanez,which was reckoned a mighty exploi,
that cape having been before loolc:’? up-

3

~Alonfr Gonza

on as not to be furmounted, becaufc it runs
forty leagues out into the fea to the weftward,
and the water beats violently on it ; and from
i;.sl]jmdng fo far out, which in Spanifs is

’d Bojar, it was call’d. Bojador ; but this
was later.

Jobn Gonzalez Zarco and Triftan Vazwere
fent in the year 1418 to.make farther difco-
veries along the African coaft; but they
meeting with dreadful ftorms, were acci-
-dentally carry’d upan the ifland, which they
calP’d Puerta Santo, or Holy Haven, being a
fmall ifland not far to the northward from
that of Madera, and return’d home with
that account.

In 1419, the fame two being fent back
to the new ifland, with Bartholomew Pere-
Jfirello, in three fhips, difcover’d the ifland of
Madera; fo call’d, becaufe it was all over
wooded. Some have pretended that this
ifland - had ‘been before difcaver’d by one
Macham, an Englifbman, but that ftory has
much more of novel than any refemblance
of truth.

About the year 1434, Giles Zanez and

: Balday failed thirty leagues
beyond-‘the aforefaid dreadful—cape—Bsjads
and gave the name of Angra de Ruyvos or
'Bay of Gurnards, to an inlet they found,
where was great plenty of that fort of fith.
The next year they proceeded twenty-four

es farther to the mouth of a river,
where they faw a vaft number of feals, and
kill’d many of-them, carrying home the
skins; which being then rare, were of good
vale. -

In 1440, Antony Gonzalez was fent back
to the river where the fcals had been taken,
and order’d to load his veffel with their
skins; where landing, he took feveral of
the inhabitants, after being joined by Nuno
Triftan, who came after him from Portugal.
Antuny Gomzalpr. returned home with the
skinsand flaves ; but 7riffan coalted on as
far as Cabo Blanco or White Cape 5 and feeing
no people on the coaft, went alfo back.

Prince Henry fent the flaves brought him, .

to pope Martin the fifth, as the firft fruits
of his difcoveries ; defiring his holinefs to

make a grant of the countries he thould find,

and to encourage thof: who fhould expofe
themfelves to the dangers of thofe unknown
feas, for the propagation of the go/pe/. The
pope accordingly, by his bulls, gave him
all he fhould difcover in the ocean, as far as
India inclufive. ~
Ann. 1442, Antony Gonzalez returned,
carrying fome of the natives he had brought
away ; for whofe ranfom he. received ten
Blacks, and a confiderable quantity of gold-
duft, being the firft that had been brought
from thofe parts; and therefore he call’da
rivulet where he lay, Rio de/ Oro, or the Ri-
ver of Gold.
L The
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The gold:encauraged others td undeitake
that voyage; and in the year 1443, Numo
Trifian paffing farther on, difcover’d the
ifland Adeget, one of thofe of "Arguim.
‘T hence he failed over to another ifland, and
call’d it de las Garzas, or.of Herons, becaufe
he faw great numbers of thofe birds there.

In 1444, a company was ereced in Por-
ugal, paying an acknowledgment to the
prince, dnd ficted out fix caravels, which
fetting men athore on the ifles of Arguim,
brought away about two hundred of the in-

" habitants, whom they fold for flaves.

Gonzalo de Cintra in 1445, failing to the
ifland of Arguim, run up a creek in the
night, intending to go afthore, and take
flaves ; but his veflel being left athore at the
lowr water, the inhabitants attack’d it, and
kill’d him and feven of hismen ; whence the
place was call’d Angra de Gonzalo de Cintra,
being fourteen leagues beyond the river of
Gol

Nuno Fernandez in 1446, pafe’d beyond
the river Senega, and difcovered.the famous
Cabo Verde or Green Cape.

Many other adventurers continued every
year creeping along the coaits-, to mention

1460 Antony Nole, a Genoefe, difcover’'d the
ilands of Cabo Verde. In 1471 Fobn de
Santaren and Peter de Efeobar difcovered the
place now clall’d Mana, dgd proceeded to
thirty-feven leagues beyond cape Lope Gon-
zaletz}: in two degrees and a half ot{:guth la-
titude. And about the fame time were
found the iflands of St. Thomas, Anno Bom,
and Principe.
King Fobn the fecond of Portugal, finding
a confiderable trade of gold at Mixa, or-
der’d a fort to be erected there, and in order
toit, fent Fames de Azombuja, with fix hun-
~dred men, and all the materials for that
work, .inthe ycar 14815 -and tho® the na-
tives at firft endeavour’d to oppofe it, the
work was finifh’d, and the fort call’d Sz
George de laMina, or of the Mine, that faint
being then patron of Portugal. -
Fames Cam in 1484 penetrated beyond
any other to the river of Congo, by the na-

tives call’d Zayre, The next year he pro- -

ceeded to 22 degrees of fouth latitude.

It would take up too much time to run
through all the particular difcoveries ; we
fhall therefore conclude with the famous
Vafco de Gama, who failing from Lifbon in
the year 1497, vith three thips, fitted out
by king Emanuel, who had fucceeded king
Fobn, was the firft that paffed beyond the
cape of Good Hope, and thence running a-
long the eaftern coaft of Africa, till then ut-
terly unknown, open’d the way to /#ds
fea, failing over from Mofambique to the
coaft of Malabar, and the kingdom of Cali-
cut, whence he return’d in fafety and richly

.

ladén to Portugal. Thus much may fuffice
concerning the Porixguzfe difcoveries along
the coatt of Africa and to India. '

In the next place I will give fome direc-
tions, which I think may be of ufe to fuch
as fhall hereafter refort to Guinea and the
American Iflands, efpecially if they were
never there before, , .

In the firft place, ic is requifite for the
perfon.that defigns to travel into thofe parts
to learn languages, as Englifh, French, Low-
Dutcb, Portuguefe, and Lingua Franca.

Secondly, he ought to have fome fkill
in drawing, and colouring, that he may be
able to take draughts of profpects, land-
fkips, ftructures, birds, beafts, fifhes, flow-
ers, fruits, trees, and even of the features
and habits of people ; thefe parts being irl

.my opinion very neceffary to make an ac-

complifh’d traveller: for by the help of
languages he will be able to convetfe with
all forts of Europeans reliding in thofe coun-
tries, and be by them inform’d of many
things worth obfervation, and very ufeful,
relating to thofe regions and the trade there-
of, which otherwife might never occur, and

they would come away quite ignorantof ~
mﬁood. Itisallo
neceflary for fuch as defign to refide any
time there, to apply themfelves betimes to
learn the language of the Blacks, which; if
they can compafs in atly tolerable meafure,
it will much conduce to their gesting infor-
mation of many things of moment from the
moft incelligent of thofe people, who have
cither gone far up the inland, or convers’d
with others that come down from thence to
the coaft. ‘ ,

By the help of drawing, the traveller will
be enabled to render the account of his tra-
vels the moft vfcful and acceptable ; finceit -
is certaity that the moft accurate dekrip-
tion cannot reprefent any thing to the reader
fo lively as a draught or cur, which, as it
were, fhows the thing it fclf that is deferi-
bed.

Befides thefe qualifications, he ought to.
be inftrutted in cofmography and aftrono-
my., and no lefs in navigation.

Being thus qualified, he is to take alon
with him two large table-books, or at 1
one, as alfo two profpetive glafles, a great-
er and a fmaller, to take views of objeéls
nearer, or farther off ; a fmall fea-compats,
to obferve the fituation of places; feveral
forts of fcales, and compafies, to lay down
the dimenfions of fuch places as require it 5

a parcel of the beft geographical tables,

maps, and fea-charts, and the moft vali 1ble
accounts of thofe countries that have been
publifh’d, in order to make remarks where
they are exaét, or note down their faults;
which laft ought to be done without any o-
dious refleCtians on the authers, as has been

done
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done by many, thinking thereby to recom-
_mend their own works ; without confider-

“ing, they may perhaps themfelves commit
miftakes, which when others fhall- rectify,
they will be expofed to the farhe fevere cen-
fures. e
‘When there, he isto endeavour to fee all
the caftles, forts, factories, towns, villages,
€. and to endeavour to be acquainted with
the chief agents and officers at thofe places,
who have refided longeft there ;. as alfo with
the beft of the natives, and to converfe fre-
uently with them, as occafion fhall offer,
3irc€fing the difcourfe to.thofe points that
may be inftru&tive, and particularly as to
things that are remote, and which he can-
not come at the fight of. All which he is
to note down in his table-book, withdraw-
ing for that purpofe, without being obferv’d,
or taken notice of, if poffible ; efpecially,
‘when he is inquiring into the ftate, or cir-
cumftances o? forufied places, which may
give any umbrage, ar jealoufy to Europeans,
and particularly to the Dutch,who are, above
all others, fufpicious and unwilling to let

* ftrangers into any fecrets, as to their fettle-

ments, or commerce. In orderto gain the
good will of fuch perfons, and to-get the
beft intelligence of them, it is necefary at
firft to oblige them with fome prefent, ac-
cording to the ftation they are in, and no-
thing 1s more acceptable than European re-
frefhments, as pickles of feveral forts, wine,
liquors, neats tongues, hams, fweetmeats,
brandy, &c. asalfo things for‘ufe, as Hoi-
land f{ﬁﬂ’s, hats, clothes, piftols, fwords,
filks, or the like ; more or lefs of fuch things
proportionably to their quality, and to the
inclination they feem to have for them.
The principal things they arc to make
their obfervations upon, are, the country,
its fituation, difpofition, extent and divi-
fion; the climate; the nature and fertility
of thefoil ; the inhabitants in general; therr
employments, profeffions, natural genius,
and temper; their habit, houfes, cottages,
hamlets, villages, and towns, with all
things appertaining to them ;- their lan-
guages, manners, cuftoms, religion, go-
vernment, and diftribution of juftice civil
or criminal ; the feveral kingdoms, princi-
palities, or ftates ; their power, courts, laws,
wars, armies, weapons, and taxes paid by
the fubje€s. The forts and caftles of the
Europeans ; the inland and coaft trade ; the
manufactures and commodities peculiar to
cach place; how the trade is manag’d by

natives and foreigners; the market-towns, -

and other places of -trade; the merchants
and brokers, both on the coaft and up the
inland country ; the navigation of the na-
tives, their fifbery and canoes; the beafts
wild and tame, reptiles, infets, birds, fithes,
plants, and fruits; thediftempers and difea-

fes moft frequent in every place, with the pro-
per cures and remedies ; cafualdes, ftrange
adventures, and furprizing-accidents; rari-
tes, both natural and artificial ; minerals

‘and mines of all forts;_falt-pits, and rock

falt; gold in general, and the feveral forts
and value of it in feveral places; the fea-
fons, air, mountains, woods, forefts, groves,
wooding apd watering %places, qualities of
the water, and nature of the wood and dm-

“ber; the Jains, hurricans, hermatans, tor-

nado’s, fpouts, winds, rivers, lakes, bays,
promontories, crecks, points, coalts, roads,
harbeurs, bridges, banks, rocks, fhoals,
breaking agd rowling feas, foundings, fogs,
thunder and lightning, meteors, comets,
ignes fatui, declination of the fun, variation

of the compafs, length of daysand nights,

heat, cold, trade-winds, breezes;tides; car-
rents, &¢. always marking the places and
times.

The next thing is to take draughts of
profpects of coafts, lands, promontories,
iflands, ports, towns, caftles, forts, land-
ﬂcligs-‘; &e. ferting down the bearings and
diftances exaétly. R
To found and keep account of the depths
of coafts, rivers, harbours, feas, in all pla-
ces. To take notice. of the ground at the
bottom of the fea in all foundings, whether
it be clay, fand, ouze, rock, pebbles, ora
mixture of them, and the colours. ]

To obferve carcfully the ebbing and flow-
ing of the fea, in'as many places as may be,
with all accidents ordinary, or extraordina-
ry, attending the tides; - the precife time
of ebbing and flowing in rivers, at capes,
or points, which way the current fets, the
perpendicular difference in depth between
the higheft flood and loweft ebb, efpecially
during the fpring and neap tides ; what days
of the moon, and at what time of the year,
the higheft and laweft tides happen, andall
other particulars relating to them, efpe-
cially near ports, and about iflands, rocks,
banks, &e.

To keep an exa& account of all changes

of winds and weather, atall hoursby night
and by day, fetting down the point the wind
blows from, and whether ftrong, weak, or
ftormy ; the rains, hail, and the like; the
time of their beginning, and continuance,
efpecially hurricans,fouths, norths, tornado’s,
hermatans, and fpout$ ; but above all, moft
diligently to obferve the trade-winds, about
what degree of latitude and longitude they*
firft begin, where and when ceafe or change,
or grow ftronger or weaker, and to what a
degree, asnearasmay be.

To conclude, all is to be taken notice of, .. ——

even to commen-converfition, difcourfe, re-
fletions, and accidents, provided they be
fuch as relate to the’voyage, and have any

thing peculiar in them. q
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It was my cuftom, when € travell’d, to
carry a fufficient ftock of royal and common
paper of the beft forts, fine white vellum,
ﬁdin ink, black and red-lead pencils, and

forts of water-colours, to draw by the
life, birds, beafts, fifhes, fruits, flowers, land-

- fkips, €5¢c. to reprefent things exadtly as
, thc‘;s’ are in themfelves ; and I have #ill by me
 feveral pieces of thatfort, as particularly of
‘the dorado, bonito, fhark, flying fith, and

" -other. things in their natural colours, with

exalt accounts of their form and bignefs;
which is far more fausfactory than any de-
fcription can be.

‘Wherefoever I was, cither at fea, or a-
fhore, I us’d to pry into every object that

occurr’d to the eye, and made-enquiry after

have the opportunity of
feeing, if there was any thing in it either cu-
rious, or ufeful 5 and immediately noted it
down in my pocket book, or on a loofe pa-
per, with my black-lead pencil, mentioning
- the perfpettive, diftance, ‘proportion, and
form, in what concern’d drawing of figures
- and reprefentations. The fame I practis’d
as to what I beard in difcourfe with the moft

_ intelligent Europeans, who had refided long

in Guinea, or with the difcreeteft of the na-
tves, to whom I could explain my meaning
in fome language or other, as Engli/b, Dutcb,
Latin, Italian, Lingua Franca, and Fremch.

. The Introdulory Difiourfe.

Every evening I retir’d, either to my cabin
aboard, or my chamber afhore, but fel-
dom lay afhore in Guinea upon a coafting
voyage, and there enter’d in my journal ali
that I had, during the day, fet down by
wayof memorandum in my table-book ; en-
larging upon it as far as my memory would
hcijp me, after comparing it with what Was
faid, touching the fame, by authors; and
then made my remarks where I found them
miftaken, or when we fully agreed, or but
in part.

Thus I conftantly, and day by da -
ther’d all the memoyi'ré, notes, feerksZ, :iad
figures I could judge ufeful, diverting, or
curious, and tranfcrib’d the whole again,

“during our paffage from Africa to America,

and back to Europe, comparing the whole
with what was done by any paflengels, or
officers aboard, who had the like curiofity.

I fhall, in the following defcription and
fupplement, _take notice what European
goods arenfoft acceprable to the beft forc -
of Europeans refiding in Guinea, and to the
natives of thofe parts, befides the catalogue
of commodities In general ; and do advife all
travellers to furnith themfelves with fome

quantity thereof, to ferve their occafions
there, either for prefents, or to purchafe:
refrethments and raritics of thofe regions.
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Coafts of Nigritia

VULGARLY CALLED

NORTH-GUINE 4.
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CHAP L

General remarks concerning the countries lying between the rivers Senega and
Gambia, their limits, extent, divifion, and produét. An account of the river
Senega, and of the French fettlement on the ifland of St. Lewis; the defcrip~
tion of Cabo Verde, cape Emanuel, the ifland Goeree, and French fettlement

"“there ; the town of Rufifco or Rio Frefco, Camina, Emdukura, Cabo Mafto,
Porto d’Ali, Porto Novo, and Juala. A view of the inland countries, efpe-
cially thofé of the Foules, and Gelofes or Jalofes. '

HAT part of Nigritia, or the
country of the Blacks, in which
we generally place the beginning
of North-Guinea, 1s in reality a

large ifland, form’d by the Alantick ocean
on the weft, and the rivers Senega and Gum-
bia on the north, fouth, and eaft; thefe two
flowing from the mighty river Niger, in

the province vulgarly call’d Cantorzi.
This ifland, if I may fo call it, extends
in length from eaft to weft above 300
Freach leagues, and in breadth, from north
to fouth, about 6o along the coaft. Inthe
midft of it is the famous promontory, call’d
Cabo Verde, or cape Verde, that is green
. cape, fuppos’d to be the Arfinarium of the
antients ; and the country about, in former
times, fuppos’d to be inhabited by the peo-

ple call’d Daradi /Etbiopes.
Limisof _ This province is at prefent poflefs’d by
flases un- {uveral Negro or black nations, each of them
kaown.  fubje@ to a particular king, or prince. I
thall not attempt to affign the limits and
2

Nigricia
an [fiscd.

~

its exgent.

extent of each of thefe nations, as not in-Bargor.
tending to impofe upon any body ; for nei- "V
ther the Europeans refiding in this part of
Nigritia, nor the natives themfelves, are

able to give any exact account of them, the

Blacks being altogether ignorant of geogra-

phy, of taking the dimenfions of countries,

and afligning them their boundaries. All

I could gather upon the fricteft enquiry,

was, that this large tract of land is divided

into feveral kingdoms, principalities, lord-

fhips, and commonwealths, yet more gene-

rally known, and taken notice of, under the

name of two notable nations, viz. the Foules

and the Gelofes.

The Gelofes, or Falsfes, poflefs all the Country of
lands and territories lying eaft and weft, be- % Jalofes.
tween the country of the Foules and the O-
cean, being above 100 leagues in length

that way, and 70 in breadth from northto. .. ... ... 4

fouth, comprehending the petty kingdom$ ©

of Kayor, [Baool, Porto & Ali, Fuala, and

Borfalo, with part of the country ogrthc
. eat

——




Bansgor.

Their king. the title o

-~

Several
nations.

Juala, or
Barbecins
kingdom.

A Defcription of the Coafts Book 1L

Great Brack, king of Senega, lying in the
province of Geneboa. '
~The Gcl?'ts diftinguifh their monarch by
king over fourteen kingdoms,
including that of the Barbecins; and yet
moft of the petty princes,. whofe kingdoms
he claims, areas abfolute in their dominion
as the great Gelofe himfelf, but were tribu-
tary to him in former times.

This is the beft account that can be given
of the countries of the Foules and Gelofes, to
which I think fit to add fomewhat briefly
concerning the feveral nations, which are
beft known, living intermixt with the Ge-
lofes, viz. the litdle kingdoms of Baool, Ka-
xory Porto & Ali, Fuala, and Borfalo, thefe
being on the fea-coaft, ~or at a fmall diftance
from it, and confequently better known to
the Europeansrefiding in thofe parts.

The little kingdom of Baool begins fome-
what to the eaftward of the town of Camina,
and is held of king Damel of Kayor, which
prince, among the blacks, has the peculiar
denomination of Train, fignifying the king
in their language, as Pbaraob was the name
of all the kingsamong the Egyptians. This
Train, or king of Baool, has his ufual refi-
dence at Lambaye, and fometimes at San-
guay, a town feated two days journey from.

_ the coaft.

The kingdom of Kayor lies fouth and weft
from thofc of Basol and Ale, and the ocean
to the NNW. The town of Kayor is about
fix days journey up the inland, and there is
the refidence of its king Damcl.

That of Ale, or Porto &’ Ali, is nextc the
fea, ftretching only twelve or thirteen leagugs
along the coaft, {mt of a much greater ex-
tent up the inland. It is reckon’d a part of
the country of the Serréres. The French call
the prince of it king of Portugady, or of
Porto & Ali indifferently, from the town of
Porto &’ Ali. The natives give him the ftile of
Fain, which among them is a title of digni-
ty, and not the name of a perfon.

The fmall kingdom of Fuala, isthe fame
that fome call of Barbecins, parted from
that of Ale, by the river Grace ; of a very

{mall compafs, and yet frequently at war

with that of Ale. Here are feveral colonies
of Portuguefe mulatto’s. The king’s refi-
dence is fome days journey from the coaft.
The kingdom of Borjalo reaches from the
laft above mentioned to the edge of the river
Gambia, along the coaft, and far eaftward
up the inland, being much larger than the
two laft fpokenof. Some take Borfalo, as
well as Fuala to be a part of the people call’d
Barbecins, mentioned by Marmol, and o-
ther authors, The king of Borfalo refides
one part of the year at the village of Bar,

" which is on the north point of the mouth of

the river Gambia ; at other times, in fome
towns higher up, on the banks of the fame
2

river, to take his diverfions. Thefe two
countries of Kayor and Borfalo have two
towns or villages on their utmoft borders,
the one call’d Yarap, belonging to the former; -
the other Banguifca, tothe latter. Theyare
parted from each other by a woody and gcfo-

late wildernefs cight or ten miles over.

The fea-coalts, from Byburt near the
mouth of the river Sesega, to cape Verde, Dangersns
are very little reforted to, being all along coap.
foul, with many fhoals, and not to be ap-
proach’d in many parts; for which reafon,
the country thereabouts is but thinly. inha-
bited. , ,

There is not one wall’d town, nor any
thing of what the Europeans call fortrefics, No for-
or caftles, in all thefe petty kingdoms, or freffes.
in thofe of the Foules or Falofes ; butall open,
great or fmall villages, or atbeft boroughs,
and abundance of hamlets and {catter’d cot-
tages. All their ftructures whatfoever are
of mud, or clay, as I fhall obferve here-
after, in its proper place, and every where
thatch’d.

The French of Semega and Goérée, when-
they fail from the former of thofe places to
the latter, generally fteer SW.by W. for
fome hours, then SW. and then again SW,
by S. the better to weather point Alma-
dilla, which is about a league to the north-
ward of cape Verde, running out to fea NW.

}mder water, and confequently not to be
een,

Of the River SENEGA.

T HE river Senega, which parts Negro- -
land, or the country of the Blacks from 1s; length,

the Moors of Geneboa, in Marmol formerly
call’d Benbays, runswinding for above three
hundred leagues from eaft to weft, reckoning
from the.warter-falls at Galam, or. Galama,
not far from the place where it parts from
the Niger in thie province of Cantorzi, till it
emptics itlclf into the Alantick ocean, at
Byburt.

This river has many names given it by
the feveral nations inhabiting along its banks. Its gveral
The Gelofes call it Dengucb 3 the people of mmes.
Tombut, Iza or Iga indifferently, as far as
the lake Sigifmefs, alias Guarda, whence it
flows out in four degrees of eaft longitude
from the meridian of Lundi. The nation of
the Turcorons, dwelling farther up the in-
land, call it Maye; the Saragdles, or Sara-
coles, fill higher up, on the fouth fide, name
it Colle ; and the people beyond them again,
Zimbale. The Senegues, according to Mar-
mol, give it the name of Semega, or Zanaga
indifferently ; and thence it is likely the
French and Portuguefe deriv’d that of Sene-
gal and Senega, by which it isnow known to
all Europeans. '

However
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.

Iecrapid
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However, fome Portuguefe authors pre-
tend this name of Senega was firft given to
the river, from that of ‘a mighty man inthe
country, with whom their nation firft tra-

ded, after its firft difcovcrﬁ by Denis Fer-
nandez, in the year 1446; but this appears
-to be a falfe notion, by what has been faid
above, whichismuch moreprobable. Zaf-
concelos, a more- modern Portuguefe hifto-
rian, fpeaking of this river Senega, fays it is
call’d by feveral names in a very fhort fpace;
but that the aforefaid D2nis Fernandez call’d
it Rip Poriugues, which is now quite dif-
ufed, even among the Portuguefe, whone-
ver name it any otherwife than Rio Scuega
This Senega, in its courfe to the fea, fwal-
lows up many other confiderable, rivers,
coming from the fouthern country ;' among
which, one is more particular, whole bot-
tom being a red fand or gravel, the colour
is refle€ted to the furface of the water, ‘which
retains it foas to be difcernable from that of
the Semega, for fome fpace from the place

where they mix ; becaufe the Senegagliding

over a white fandy bottom, the water of it
every where looks of a brightifh white.

Such another riveras the laft mention’d,
comes down from the country to the north-
ward, through Geneboa, into the Senega, not
farabove its mouth, andis call’d Rio de San
Foao-or St. Fobn’s river ; which, as is repor-
ted by the Bembay Arabs and the Gelof Blacks,
has alfo a reddifh water, occafion’d by the
colour of its bottom : but of this more in
the fupplement to this work.

The Senega is much fhallower than the
Gambia, and the tide flows/not up it fo far

* by much as in theother ; and therefore it is

not fo navigable in barks and fmall veffels,
being alfo choak’dup in feveral places with
rocks, banks of fand, and fmall iflands;
and in the upper part of the channel, quite
obftructed by vaft water-falls. Befides, it is
fo fhallow at the mouth,? and the fea fo boi-
fterous, that no fhips, tho’ of inconfiderable
burden, can get in; that being only pratti-
cable to flat-bottom’d floops and barks built
for the purpofe. Infuch {mall craft the French
inhabiting the ifland of St. Lewis, drive a
trade with the natives on both fides of the ri-
ver, during the feafons it overflows for near
three hundred leagues up to the eaftward,
as' fhall be -fhown hereafter in this .defcrip-
ton,

The current is fo fwift and ftrong down-
wards, that the freth water runs out above
wo leagues into the ocean, without mixing,

- and appears at a diftance, like a fhoal or

bank zbove the furface of the fea. This

water taken up four or five Englih miles’

without the bar, as is commonly done by
the Fremch company’s thips, proves very

fweet, and keeps good for a long time.,

VoL. V,

<

of Nigritia, or North-Guinea.
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This rapidity of the river, occafion’d by Barsor.

its narrownefs,dnd the length of its courfe and
fhallownefs, is the reafon why it continually
carries down a great quantity of fand and
flime to the mouth, and that being forced
back again by the violent NW. winds,
moft conftantly reigning about thofe parts,
is-by degrees hcap’d up together by the
furges and rolling of the fea, formmg a
crofs bank, call’da bar, athwart the mouth
of the river. Nor does it continue always
in the fame place, but is removed farther in
or out, as the 'current from within, or the
wind, or fea from without, arc ftrongeft
and moft pregvalent.  But ftill at all times
this bar is fuch, that no fhips whatfoever
can pafs up into the river, as has been faid;
and therefore the French inhabiting the ifland
of St. Lewis, build there the above-méh-
tion’d flat-bottom’d barks of about ten or
twelve tun burthen, to fail in and our over
the bar; for which reafon they are pecu-
liarly call’d Barques du'Barr: or Bar-Barks.
But this way of failing in fuch fmall craft is
extraordinary difficulc and dangerous, at
fome times, when the bar is fwollen high by
the NW. wind from the fea, and the vio-
lent frefth from the land, and much more at
low tides and in foggy weather ; for then the
furges fwell, foam, and break upon the bar
with fuch fury and horrid roaring, as will
terrify the boldeft and moft undaunted failor,
and very often finks or ftaves the barks, or
at beft ftrands and very much fhatters them.
Whenfoever this happens, it is rare that
any of the men can efcape either being
drowned, or duvoured alive if they offerto
fwim for it, by the vait mulritude of mon-
ftrous fharks, conttantiy plying about the
bar, among the rolling waves. The Fronch
therefore at fuch times, frequently whit a
whole fortnight, or three weeks, for the wea-
ther to change and the tides prove more fa-
vourable for paffing over the bar ; which de-
lay is often very prejudicial, and retards the
difpatch of their thips riding in Sezega road.
From this inconveniency is only excepted
the time when the river overflows in the
months of Fuly and Auguft, for then thebar
is paffable, without fcarce a day’s interrup-
tion, 25 fhall be farther thown hercafter.

m \
The bar. -

As the navigation up this river is very Freach re-
difficule and hazardous to the French, and/dence nos
generally their voyages for this reafon te-/"0%

dious; fo on the other hand itisadvantageous,
as fecuring their refidence in the ifland of
St. Lewis, which is therefore neither wall’d
nor fortify’d, bating only fome fcatter’d
open batteries of a few guns, on the partsof
the ifland which are eafieft of accefs, of which
more in another place.

The mouth of the river Semega, accord- The moath
ing to the lateft obfervations, is exaltly in :1: ge Se-
F 16 %




I8

Badriding

for fhips.

A Defcription of the Coafls Book L.

Barrnor. 16degrees-and 12 minutes of north laticude ;

and yet moft maps in Europe, of that weftern
part of Africa, place it 30 degrees farther to
the fouthward ; and Vafconcelos, a Portuguefe
hiftorian, affigns to it 15 degrees and 30
minutes ;. which is a great miftake in him
and all others.

This mouth isalmoft a French league over,
at the bar; and it is very remarkable, that

at the time when the river overflows, the

freth which runs down fo impetuous, forces
itfelf new ways to the fea, through the low,
narrow, fandy peninfula of the country of
Genchoa, lying to the northward, and by
the French vulgarly call’d Pointe de Barbarie,
tho’ very improperly, as giving the name
of Barbary ta Genehoa. In the year 1661
it forced a paffage through this peninfula,
much higher than it ufed to do, and broke
out almoft over-againft the ifland of the re-
fidence, which obliged the French to remove
higher up the river, for a time. This ex-
traordinary mouth afterwards ftopping up
of itfelf, the waterrefumed its natural courfe
to the ocean,and fo has continued ever fince.
The water-falls before mentioned, at the
upper part of the Senega, not far from Ga-
lam, areof a greatheight ; the ftream as it
tumbles down, looking at a diftance like an
arch, or bow ; for which reafon fome of the
natives call it Burto, and others Huab, both
fignifying the fame thing in feveral lan-
guages; that is, a Bow. No doubt but
that thefe mighty ftreams of water perpe-
tually falling from fo great a height, occa-
fion the rapidity of the river before fpoken
of,and render the navigation fo troublefome.
Another inconvenience to be obferv’d
here, proceeding from the fame rapid tide,
gufhing out at the commonroad where the
fhips ride atanchor, at about two Engiifh
miles diftance from the raging of the bar, is,
that the waves of the ocean for the moft part
rolling violently from the northward, and
the mighty frefh which runs from the river
keeping the heads of thips to the eaftward,on
their moorings,they roll fo prodigioufly ttar-
board and larboard, with the gunnilsalmoft
to the fea, thatitis hard for a man to ftand
faft on the deck: and the company’s fhips
being oblig’d to ftay fome months in this
road, becaufe they cannot be fooner dif-
patch’d, their crews undergo much toil and
hardfhips. Befides, the fhips themfelvesare
much damaged by this perpetual agitation,
their cables wearing very faft, as well as

their mafts and rigging ; to obviate which

mifchief in fome meafure,the Frencbgenerally
as foon as’'they come to an anchor, lower
all their top-mafts and yards, and fo con-
tinue till ncar the time of their departure
thence, either for America, or back to
France directly.

3

I now proceed to the habitation of the
FErench Scnega company in the iffhnd of St.
Lewis, before mentioned in feveral places. -

Of the French Faltory in the river SENEGA.

THIS Ifland and fertlement had the Name and
name of §¢. Lewis given it in honour #xre® of

of the king of France, the natives calling it 10 Ylaad-

Hyacon. 1t is above three Engl/h miles in Prate 1.

compafs, lying in the middle'of the river Se-

nega, and about four and a hlf or five

leagues within the mouth of it. The penin-

fula of Geneboa lying to the weftward of the

ifland, and being low and barren, the tur-

rets of the faCtory are plainly to be feen at

fome diftance at fea, as you come from the

northward, appearing as in the plate here

annexed. -

The foil of this little ifland, is like the op- The foil.
pofite peninfula, almoft all fandy and bar-
ren, and without any verdure, except fome
few low trees growing at the northend cf ir.

The factory, which the Fresch exprefs Thefudo-
by the word babitation, or dwelling, is7-
built on the fouth fide of the ifland, where
the ground is fomewhat more firm and
folid, as is obferv’d in the plate under
the profpect of the fattory, defcribing the
form of it. The buildings are fo inconfi-
derable, that nothing worth taking notice of
can be faid of them, any more than asto the
largenefs and extent of the warchoufes, lodg-
ments; offices, and chappel. It is enclofed
in fome parts with only plain curtins, or
mud walls ; and in others wich pails of clap-
boards: and yet is call’d a fort by the
French, perhaps on account of three fmall
ranges of iron guns, being fiftecn or fixteen
in number, placed about ir, and mounted
on platforms of plunks, to oppofe any de-
fcent on the ifland.  But were 1t not for the
difficulty of getring tp the river, inalmoft
any fort of veffels, as has be¢n before ob-
ferv’d, this would avail very -hule to ob-
ftru@& the invading of their refidence, no
more than it did the Englih and Duich,
when they had fertlements here in former
times. The Freach here, for the privilege
of their factory and trade, pay to the king
of Senega fixtecn in the hundred for hides, as
fhall be more fully declared hereafter. The
Portuguefe paid but ten when they traded
here, and but little for other commodities.

About a league to the fouthward of this
ifland is another of much the fame magni-
tude, where the Englifb had their refidence Englith
in former times; and therefore the Frenchifiund.
ftill call it £ Jfle aux Anglois, or the Englifh
ifland.

To return to the ifland of Sz. Lewis, it is
the ufual refidence of the director, or gene-
ral agent of the French Senega company, nr}d

)
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7 North-Guinea.

fo ftiled by them; but the company's

fcrvants there give him the title ofgovernor.

His province is in chicf to direct and infpect

“the company’s trade, and all other matters

in this part of Nigritia, or the land of Blacks,

as far as the river Gambia. . He has feveral

affiftants and accountants, .both here and in

the lodges and refidences the company has

about this country ; with proper factors at

each of them, to wham he fends from the

general ftorchoufe here, all fuch commodi-

tics asare proper for trading with the natives,

and receives their returns for the fame, be-

" Commodi- ing flaves, gold-duft,. ivory, bees-wax, bul-

siesof Gui- [ocks bides dry’d, gum-srabick, oftrich fea-

ped. shers, pagnos, provifions, €F¢c. This leads

" me, before [ praceed upon any other matter,

to give fome account of the manner of the

French proceeding to carry on their trade in

the river Senega, and of fome late attempts

they have made to pencetrate up the fuid river

as far as poflible, i order to extend ‘ he:r com-

merce along it, and make new advantageous
difcoveries towards the Niger. ,

To this end they navigate the river in flat-

bottom’d barks, ready framed in France,

but brought over in picces, which they join

* and puc together i the ifland of Sz, Lewis;

- ~¢ichrof them being about twelve tun bur-

then, and mann’d with feven or eight # bjtes,

and ten or twelve Laptos or free Blacks, kept

by the company im conftant pay. Each

-bark is furnith’d with proper’agms, and has

a fupercargp, or factor, with 3 competent

Trading
barks.

uantity of feveral forts of European goods™

t for that trade. .
Dangers _ Being thus firted, if the wind proves fair,
geing wp they hoift ouc all their fails ; but if it prove
the river. contrary, or the weather calm, the veffe] is
drawn with ropes by hand along the north
bank of the Senzga, which is indifferent lc-
vel, and not fcg>. much encumber'd with
woods or ftumps of trees, nor fo.hilly, as
the oppofite fouth fide. However, thisfort
of navigationis very tedious, notonly in re-
gard they muft continually pull up againft
the rapid ftreany of the river, but by reafon
of the many other toils and hardfthips which
- attend it, occafion’d by the infupportable
heats of the climate, and the oppofition of
abundance of floating logs and green trees,
wafh’d away from the ‘banks of the river,
“and carry’d down with fuch violence, as of-
ten endangers both the vefiel and the men in
it ; the fhocks they give the barks being pro-
digious, and fometimes ftaving of them,
efpecially when they lie at anchor. To pre-
vent thefe difmal accidents, as muchas may’
be, they feize the end of the cable about
the anchor-flooks, and ftretch it to the beam,
to which they make it fat withmarlin, ha-
- . ving given the catle another turn : for if it
happens to be foul in this manner, the mar-
lin that faftned itbreaks, and by that means

19
the flock of the anchor draws out of theBarsor.
ground, and leaves the bark adrift; fothat V™™
the fhock is not fo dangerous as if it had held

faft. Yer would not all this very often avail

them in thofe 'dangers, were it not for the

many turnings and windings of the channel,
whichin a great meafure break the violent
rapidity of che river. - B

Nor are the dangers they undergo any lefs gnew ex-

in navigating the crofs rivers, as it happen’d pedirion.
more particularly to them in an expedition

they undertook not long fince to fail from

the Senega to the Gumbia by the inland, up-

on affurance given the general agent of a

free. paffage found out to that effett; which .

if it had fucceeded well, would have proved

very advantageous to the French company,

they being excluded the beneficial trade of

the Gambia by fea, by the Englifh, who are’

there fuperior, and do all they are-able to
- difturb and moleft any fhip of France that
ventures to trade there,

. This expedition ‘was undertaken at the Difippoin-
time when the Senega river ‘overflow’d, thatsed.

is, about Fuly; and confequently the water

was every where the deeper.  Yer it met

with {o many unforefeen difficultics, asren-

dered it ineffectual ; for the bark fometimes
ftraying out from“the natural channel, ‘ei-

ther ftuck upon ftumps of trees, or was
ftranded on the banks. “Befides, through
contmual toils and hardfhips the beft part of

the failors fickned and dy’d, whilft others
perifh’d by the intolerable fcorchifig heat,

which threw them into burning fevers; and "~ -
thofe who had been proof againft that into- -/
lerable fatigue, were deftroy’d either by the
vile perfihoufnefs of the native Blacks of the
country, or devoured ilive by alligators, a
fort of crocodiles which fwarm in the crofs
rivers, as well as in the Semega, fome of
them above ten foot Jong, lying clofeamong
the bull-ruthes, or under the water, along the
“banks, and ever ready to feize and prey on
.man, when opportunity offers. -

e

Their difcoveries towards the upper part Difoveries *

of the Senega have proved more fuccefsful by #p ce ri-

degrees, with much labour and expence, ¥

they having run up it as far as they could

well go, to a country call’d Enguelland, and

even to that of the Fargots, being more than

two hundred and fifty leagues above their

refidence in the ifland of Sz.Lewis ; and have

there ere€ted a fmall fort of eight guns at

Galem or Galane ;5 of which a farther ac-

count fhall be given hereafter, whenI come

to inform the reader concerning the com-

pany’s trade along the river. ]
I return now to the defcription of the ma-

ritime parts, about the river Senega, before

I proceed more regularly in treating of this

part of Nigritia; and fhall firft make fome

obfervations concerning the promontory

~
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Barzor. Weft-India company had in this part of Ni-
el Of Cape VERDE. gritia. He changed the name of thisfortto
: ' : that of 2ork, in honour of the duke of York
Ies name. 'I' HIS, as has been faid before, is Fcnc- then the principal member of the Englifb
rally taken for the Arfinarium of Pto- Royal African Company, and built another
lemy. The natives, in their language, call at the mouth of the river Gambia, to fecure
it Befecher, and .the Portuguefe Cabo Verds, ‘the trade of this coaft to his nation. But
a name given it by Denis Fernandez, who firft  the Dutch admiral de Ruyter foon after re-
difcover'ditin the year of CHRIST 1446, as cover’d from the Englifp the fort at cape
I have obferv’d in the introdu&ory difcourfe ¥erde, with the other Dutch fettlements
to this work,and fignifying green cape, from about it. '
the perpetual verdure the country about it
is adorn’d with, ina multitude of beautiful CaBo MavnorL or Care EMANUEL,
lofty trees growing there, which afford a
very curious profpeét at fea. I S five leagues diftant from cape Verde,
I is in the kingdom of Kayor, lying ex- being a flat hill cover’d all over with
a&tly in 14 degrees and 25 minutes of north  ever-green trees, in fuch order, that they
latitude, and in 2 degreesand 15 minutes of exaly reprefent the form of an amphi-
eaft Jongitude, from the meridian of Teneriff, theatre on the fouth fide.
firetching farther out weftward, thanany  The Portuguefe gave it this name in ho-
other part of Africa, and is very diftin- nour of Emanuel, fourteenth king of Por-
guifhable in coming from the northward. fugal, fucceflor to king Fobn the fecond,
The north fide of this cape is fomewhat who died Oifober 25, 1495.
mountainous ; the weftern pointisfteepto- . The country about both the capes
wards the: beach, and about half a league abounds in Pintado hens, partridges, hares,
broad, having fome rocks under water at a turtle-doves, roebucks, goats, and a mul-
diftance in the fea. titude of horned cattle.
The fourh fide, tho’ low, is pleafant, be- ) '
ing adorn’d with long ftrait rows of tall large Tbe Ifland GOEREE
trees along the ftrand, which feem to ftand -
as regularly, as if they had been planted b LIES a league ENE. from cape Ema-
art. At the bottom isa fine fpacious, level, nuel, by the natives call’d Barzaguicbe,
fandy fhore, like a bay, fronting WSW, and Goerez by the Dutch, at their firft
and befet with feveral villages and hamlets, taking pofleffion of it, in memory of their
as far as cape Emanuel. Between the two ifland of the fame name in the province gf
capes, out at fea, are two large rocks, or Zealand. It was given them by one Biram,
litele iflands; on one of which ftands a fingle  at that time king of Kayor, and they buile
lofty tree, ofan extraordinary bulk. Inthe on it two litdle forts, the one call’d Naffau .
other is a vaft concavity in the form of a on the plain, the other named Nofau on the Dutch
grotto or cave, into which the waves of 20p of the bill, oppofite to it, on the fouth,f‘""
the fea are continually ruthing with a to retire to, in cafe the other were taken,
prodigious roaring noife, and in it is har- for the fecurity of the company’s fervants
bour’d an immenfe multitude of gulls, and goodsupon prefling dangers; that being
mews, and other fea-fowl, which have al- made by the faid company a principal ma-
ways laid their eggs, and hatch’d their gazine for their commerce in thefe parts,
young on both thefe iflands time out of befides that they had at cape Verde above-
mind, fo that their dung has almoft turn’d mention’d. They held this place all the
the natural dark colour of the rocks into year 1663, when the En%.’i/b invaded the
perfect white; for which reafon the Dugch - Hfland, and took the two forts Naffax and
have in their language given them the name  Orange in the name of the Engly/b Royal
of Befekeiten Eylands, that s, Shitten Iflands. African Company ; but were foon after turn’d
Prare 2. I took exact draughtsof the coaft onboth out again by the Dutch admiral de Ruyter,
fides of the cape,asis here reprefented inthe on the 24th of Offober 1664; who fent
cut. _ Abercromby, the Englifp commander, with
variation, L he variation obferWd here, is 3 degrees his garrifon, to the Exglifb refidence at Gam-
eurrens, and 40 minutes eaft. The current fers Jia river, according to the capitulation.
e SSW. three leaguesout at fea. Five leagues The Dutch Weft-India company repair'd all
from the fhore we found cighty fathom the damage done to this fettlement by the
water ; the lead brought up grey fand.  Englifb, and the mighty rains; and raifed
‘The Dutch formerly built a little forton the walls of fort Orange which had been de-
. the very cape, and call’d it §t. Andreww’s; -molith’d, higher than before. From that
which was afterwards in the year 1664 taken time they remain’d quictly poffefs’d of the
by the Eng/i/b commodore Holmes, whoalfo ifland till the year 1677, when the French

took from them all the refidences the Dutch  vice-admiral, the count dEfirees, w}th lsi
ma




e craa




. ":‘ ;'

- <\I||n(||'||-

\ A The listte River Fresco.
B The Frenct Lodpe - o
C The Babetatiornof S  latelena.

c—

LSRRI B

-3

- = The Profpect of th ThePs Toot ;)fc.:l;. .

manuel & of the [[]e G ole

AT, T 2 .~ —_

e i g o e e T £ 1 o et s S~ e et e A e




ARPET S AL <







ROy

77 o
o
i % '

F e - - :
o o m—— B T

. ’ T
-r¥ - e :,.-cv‘ - . : ppott . P
4 y !
A

TheProf] ectofﬂleI[_land of Goeree j
7, J(’B/Z» Gom the Lload W, &‘E . %‘/

he For(Verrhmidois alias S¢ M;

chael
e al ﬁ/{/f Onnshot destszrnce . '

i im m o miz e

24

r

-

F:‘ Xplanation.
W 2 00le0m,

THE CHANNVEL




~
s e S e e BT T T W TUATRIELERYY T T




CuaAP. 1.

bythe - them on the 24th of OFober, landing four
French.  hundred and fifty men under the command
of the marquis de Grancev, who firft attack’d
the lower tort in the plain. The garrifon
fearing to be befet by fea and land, retired
to fort Orange on the hill, which the mar-
quis attack’d with fo much bravery and refo-
Jution, that the Dutch were forced to” fur-
render it, and themfelves prifoners of war.
This done, the count &’ Effrees having ran-
fack’d, burnt, and levell’d both the forts,
and fhip’d off all that was of any value, as
cannon, utenfils, and feveral forts of mer-
chandife, fet fail from Goeree for the ifland
of Tobago in America, on the ninth of No-
vember tollowing,. o
Givents  The next year, 1678, this ifland was
rieir Afti- yielded up by the treaty of Nimeguen between
cancom-  Lyance and Holland, for the ufe of the then
BT Erench Senega company, by patentunder the
great feal ; excluding all and fingular other
perfons of that nation, under forfeiture of
thips and goods, from trading to any port
of Nigritia, except the faid company, which
paid an acknowledgment to the crown for it.
The Semega company being thus put into
pofieflion of Goeree, and other refidences for
trade along this coaft, as far as the river
Gambia, immediately caufed the ruin’d fort
on the plain to be rebuilt on its former foun-
dation, raifing the curtins and femi-baftions
fixteen foot high, and facing the walls with
fuch black ftones or pebbles as the country
and ifland afford. Within they erected pretty
convenient ftore-houfes and dwellings, with
other offices and conveniencies for a fmall
garrifon and falory, giving the names of
St. Francis and of Vermandois indifferently

to their new fort, formerly call’d Nafles by
the Duno.  Sc was call’d Yermundois, in ho-

nour of the count de ¥ermandois, then admi-

ral of France, and the name of St. Francis

was on account of one of the chief diretors
of the company. .

I have here given an exa& draught of the

ifland and fort as taken on the fpor.  Ac firft

~ there were twenty-four guns mounted in the

fort ; but afterwards in my time it had but

~ fixteen, and thofe not in very good order.

- The French made a good ciftern in the fore,

which has been ‘ever fince conftantly kept

full of frefh water brought over from the

continent. '

Thefado-  Here the company has its chief refidence

7 and general ftore-houfes, fuitable to the rade

drove at feveral ports and places along the

neighbouring coafts and rivers, as far as the

Bifegos flands 5 all managed by a chief fac-

tor, whom they there aall governor, with

feveral inferior fa®ors and affiftants under

hisdire&ion ; yet even he is fubordinate to

the French general agent of Semega river.

The whole number of officers and fervants,
Votr. V. .

Prate 3.

-~

‘of Nigritia, or North-Guinea, af

taten  fmall fquadronof fix men of war,took it from.

in the company’s pay, with foldiers and Barsor.
Lapto Blacks depending on the chicf at Goe- oV~
ree, amounts to about three hundred men.
The Lapto Blacks have feveral round huts
affign’d them for their dwelling, without
the fort, on the weft fide; and juft by it, is
a large houfe of black ftone to lodge the
flaves that are purchafed on the continent.
The chappel in the fortisferv’d by a Fran-
cifean frier,and has nothing in it remarkable.

The fouth-weft part of the ifland is hilly, Goeree 6
the caft fide flar, fandy, and barren, thefriéed-
whole not much above two £nglis miles in
compafs. The landing-place is Juft under the
fire of the fort, at the low point, in a fmall
bay form’d by a fandy beach, or ftrand,
where there '1s good fithing with a feane.

The other parts of Goeree are every where
enclofed with a ridge of large round black
ftones or pebbles, and fhoals. At the weft
point, among thofe fhoals and rocks, natu-
rally forming a little bay or harbour, fit for
boats und pinnaces, about twenty paces out
at fea, is a fpring of good freth water 3 and
near to it, the fcorching heat of the fun pro-
duces a forvof nitrous falt.  The French call
this place la Fontaine.

The hill is indifferent large, and level at T4 fii.
the top, and produces nothing but weeds
and bull-rufhes,which harbour abundance of
wild ‘Pigcons; and at a certain time of the
year fome quails, which then come over thi-
ther from che oppofite continent. The foil
of the iftand is a red fandy mould ; for which
reafon, it produces very lictle pafture for cattle
and goats kept there for the fubfiltence of |
the company’smen; the beft grazing is on
the top of the abovc-mentioned hill,

The channel between this ifland and the
oppofite continent is deep cnough for third-
rate thips to pafs through,and the anchoring-
place betore fort Vermandois, is about an
Englifh mile ES E. from the thors, in eight
or nine facthom water. As for the former
fort Oranmge, the ruins of it remain there to
this day.  One inconveniency here for inha- Ne waod:
bitants, is, that the wholc ifland is deltitute
of wood, cither for fhelter or fuel, there be-
ing none but only here and there fome old
ftanding Pallots, with litde green heads;
and a few bufhes, at the foot o? the hill, to- -
wards the road. v

The ufual watering-place for fhips inrrurering-
the road, is at a place on the adjacent con- place.
tinent, by the French calPd /e Cap, being
a third point of land, N E by N. from cape
Emanuel above fpoken of. The water is there
taken out of a pool, having a dravelly bot-
tom, about a mufquet-thot up thedand from 7
the firand.  The brook running into it, is
hemm’d in with buthes and briers;. and the
water very fweet and good. )

The wooding-place 1s at a fmall diftance Wooding-
from the pool, and almoft oppofite to the Pse.
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A Dc;fcripiion of the Coafis Boox 1.

The town of Rufifco is all fhelter’d behind Deferip-
by a large thick wood, beyond which there *o®*f tbe
are fpacious plains as farsas the eye can””"
reach. In this wood thereare abundance of
palm-trees, intermixt with much other va-
riety of verdure ; which, with the licde fandy
downs, lying between the town and the fea,

22

Barsot. wreck of a thip caft away there feveral years

WV (ince, the ribs whereof are ftill to be feen near
the fhoreat low water.  The country there-
about being very woody,whatfoever is fell’d
may be convey’d down to the boats b
Blacks, with little trouble, the fea being fo

- near. .

and the

Village a2
the cape.

About half a league to the weftward of
the watering-place is the village of the cape,
and a little beyond it are two fmall hamlets,

e beach at the skirts of it, makes
a curious profpect from the fea, efpecially
at low water,’ being exaétly the fame as re-

prefented in the cut. Prate 2.
Several of king Damel’s officers generally Govers-
refide here, and have a chief over them, mens.

the inhabitants whereof commonly furnith
travellers with feveral forts of provifions and
refrefhments, either for money or in ex-

Muandana-
za fruis.

change for %(oods, firft paying the ufual du-
ties to the king of Kayor’s officers. I fhall
hereafter give a particular account of thofe
duties. i

The country about here is very barren,
in moft places, yet it produces abundance
of wild crabbifh apple-trees, growing as

* thick as broom on a heath, and among them

very fmall fhrubs, on which grows a fmall
fruit, much refembling an apricot, by the
Blacks call'd Mandanaza, generally no big-
ger than a walnut, of anagreeable tafte, but
by the natives reckoned very unwholefome.
The leaves of the tree are like ivy, but of
a lighter green,

The natives here fow and plant millet,rice,
tobacco, anda fort of plumb-trees, not un-
like our cherry-trees, which they call Cako-
var; as alfo another plant, whofe fruit is
large, and in fhape like our gourds. This
fruit, tho’ it has ljz;rcc any fubftance, being
puffy under the rind, overa ponderous hard
ftone, of the bignefs of 2 common egg ; yet

- it is much valued by the Blacks, asa great

dainty, roafted under rhe embers and chew’d,

~when they fuck out the juice, which is of an

s name,

Kampaen
elifs.

orange colour.
The towwn of Rurisco

IS by the Portuguefe call'd Rio Frefco or
Fr//b River, from the little frefh-water
river running down from the inland, through
the thick woods ftanding about it ; which
water thus gliding along under the fhady
trees, ‘is therefore at all umes cool and frefh.
The Dutch have given it the name of /i
cbers Dorp, from the great number of fithzr-
men inhabiting it; the French corrupting
the Portyguefe Rio Frefeo, have turn’d it into
Ruffeo.

W SW. from the town isa cape, and over-

againft it, ata diftance, a-high rocky clift, |

encompafs’d with dangerous thoals and fands
under water, by the Dutch call’d Kampaen,
from Claes Kampaen, a famous rover of their
nation, who firft ventured to approach, and
left it hisname. However the channel be-
twixt this clift and the continent is deep
enough, and fafe for any ordinary thip to fail
through.

call’d Alcaide by the Portuguefe and natives ;
the name importing 2 governor to admi-
nifter juftice, who is affifted by a Gerafo, as
his deputy. Thefe two jointly manage the
government, colle¢t the king’s cuftoms, toll,
anchorage and other duties; but there lies
anappeal from their determinations toCondy,
viceroy and captain-general of the king of
Kaycr’s army 5 of which more hereafter.

- Any fhips may anchor in Rufifco road inTheread.

fix or feven fathom water, fine fandy ground,
about two -Englifp miles from the thore.

The heats are hereintolcrable in the day- 7.
time, even in December, and efpecially atbess.

noon ; for it is then generally a dead calm at
fea, and no manner ofair can come to it from
the land, by reafon it is fo. clofe thelter'd
behind by the thick woods ftanding about it.
The heat is' fo ftifling, that neither men nor
beafts can endure it, or fcarce breathe, efpe-
cially near the ftrand, at low water; tor
there the refle@tion from the fand almoft
fcorches the face, and burns the very foles
of the fhoes in walking on it : and what ren-
ders ghis the more infupportable, is the air’s.
being infected with a horrid itench, exnuled

- fram 3 prodigious quantity of rotten {mall

fith likc Pilchards, either {prrad abiuad or
buried in the fandy downs before the town,
which poitons the breath. The reafon of 1ts
lying there is, becaufenone of the Blacks eat
any fith till it isthus putrefy’d.  B.ingama-
zed to think to what end they could do this,
I was told that the fand gives the fith a fort
of nitrous flavour, which thofe people highly
admire ; and according to the proverb, there
is no difputing of tafies.

The bay, by the
de France, or the French bay, abounds in
feveral forts of great and fmall fith ; and

- this town ftanding quite at the bottom of

it, is plentifully fupply’d, and inhabited
_by abundance of fithermen, who daily go
out feveral leagues in their canoes, driving
a trade with what they catchin the villages
‘up the country, as well as in their own,
whereof more fha}]l be faid in its proper
place. Hereis alfo a confiderable trade of
dry’d hides, but moft of them {mall, as
being of young beafts.

The

French call’d la Baye Fifbing.



Cuar. 1.
The country abounds in cattle and fowl

of Nigritia, or North-Guinea. 23

Plenty of theirs, who failing by it, was fo fuddeniy BarzoT.

cartle.

of feveral forts, efpecially Pintado hens,
and palm-wine, which the Blacks fell at
eafy rates in exchange for Sangara, that is
Freheh brandy, by them fo called; a Ji-
quor they alllove to excefs. A good hand-
fome bullock may be there had for two
pieces of cight in goods, or money, and a
large cow for one, and fometimss under.
Here isfuch plenty of black ctdle, that I
have often feen large droves come down
from the inland to refrefh themfelves in the
fea, at low water, ftanding in it up to the
belly for feveral hours together about
poon.

The French have agreed with the king
of Kayor, to- pay certain dutics to his ofhi-
cers, %r the liberty of taking in wood and
water. Each fhip gives a fertled quantity
of goods. Befides, they agree with the
Blacks, who commonly are employ’d in
felling the wood and taking up the water,
which they carry on their backs to the
boats, for which drudgery they are eafily’
conrented with a few bottles of Sangara, or
brandy.

) Camina,
A vcll-{ populous town, ftands at fome
diftance SE. from Rufifeo. This is
an independent commonwealth, lying be-
tween the countries of Kayor and Baool,
having always withftood the attempts of

both - thofe kings; made act feveral rimes to
fubdue it, by the bravery of its people,
and their fondnefs of liberty. This town
is a continual mart for hides and cloths.
Generally two hides go for a bar of iron;
but cryftal beads and French brandy, are
generally ftaple commodities among thefe

. peoplc, and prcdally thofe f cheinland
country, who refort to the market here.

EMDUKURA.

A village two leagues S E. from Camina.

Gimi-bemeryis another village, a league
and 2 half farther from Emdukurs. That
of Punto ftands another league anda half
beyond Gimi-bemery to the fouthward, near
the litde river Piftina, fo call’d by the
Portuguefe, from the great plenty of fitke
it breeds. .

. Care MasTo
L IE S next to the faid riv.r Pifcina, eight
leagues from Rufifeco, and nine from
Goeree.  The coaft between this Cape Majto
and Cape Manoel, bending i, forms the
large open bay facing to thefouthward, by
the Frenrh call’d la Baye de France, or the

French bay, aswas faid above.
The Portuguefe formerly gave this the
name of Cabo. Maflo, from an accident

which befel a commander of a fhip of

3 .

furpriz’d with a flaw of wind, that it brought

his mafts by the board, as is reported. But il
Marmol fays, it receiv’d the name of Caboﬁ:j.

de Mafhles, or cape mafts, from 6ne Lan-
celot, a Spanifb commander; in former
times, on account of forne extraordinary-
tall and ftrait palm-trees, he faw ftanding
thereabouts, which from a diftance out at
fea look’d like mafts. To prevent any
fuch accidents from fudden flaws, as that
above mention’d; thofe who have occafion
to fail this way, about the cape, coming
from the land, generally ftrike their fails
beforehand.  Thefe gufts commonly pro-
ceed from the two adjacent mountains.
The coaft from this cape 1o Rufifio is clean
and deep, fo that thips may fail clofe under
the fhore.

]

PorTo d’Art

L.IES three l:agues to the fouthward

of this Cupe Mafto, at a river by the
Portuguefe cal’d Rio das Pedras, or the
ftony river, the coaft between them tending
to the SE. The French have here a lodge

or facfory, which has the fuperiority over pencg
their other lodgesalong the coaft, as far as f:zei“o;h '

Gambia river. The king, or Fain, fome-
times refides at this place.  From this place
to Cabo Mafto there are fhoals aleng the
coaft, running out above half a league into
the fea,” but there is five fachom water on
them: To prevent any accident, we ge-
nerally keep a good offing, in failing from
the faid cape ro .Por 1o &’ 4. ,

" The anchoring here is in feven fathom,
and pretty good, huving Cabo Majts at
NbW. and e remurkable palm-traes
ftanding on the thore at north.  Near the
beaca 1s a rock, by the Foench call’d /a
Buiicine, that is, the wnale 5 which from a
diftance out at fea, looks like a floating
cask, right againit the abovemention’d
palm-trees. Take heed of thisrock.

Some call this Puma P Ai; from thesSeverad .
fmall cape to the weftward, and perhaps®mes.

the Portygucfe miglt originally callit fo 3
it mighe be alfo call’d Porto &4U5, that is,
Pors Ali, and by the French corruptly Por-
tudale : but this is not material.

Here the French faGory pays duties to Dasies
of Ali, to the Alcaide, the king’spa.

the king
Furbe, the Aleaide’s interpreter, and to his
boatfiwain. The duty for the liberty of
watering is generally four bars of iron.  Be-
fides they pay, the Welcome, as itis here
call’d, to the -Aleaide, to the Forbe, and
to the interpreter ; viz. to the Al«fle five
bars, and three to the Firie; befides the
duty for anchorage, and that of the Capi-
tain de Terre, or commander afthore, and
fix bortles of brandy among them all,
with fome bread and fith. The duties paid

at
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BarpoT. at parting, are eighteen bars of iron, and

Product.

“ .

Plufm;\
Wopd.

el d _beyond Porto &’ Ali to the SE. ftand-

Punta Se-

rena,

» a red cloth cloak, among the fajd three
officers. They alfo pay ten hides for every
floop’s loading of any goods, and feveral
other fmall fees to inferior officers of this
port; and to the Blacks of the point and
cademan, each a bottle of brandy.

In this town there are fome Portuguefe,

Half a league fo the fouthward ot Pupra
Serena, is the point call’d Punta Lugar, in
the way to Fuala, or Foalo.

Juaca,
N open town, fcated on Rio d¢ /s Gra-
cia, that is, Grace-River, which parts
this petty kingdom of Fuala from that of
Ali, or Ale. Acrofs the river’s mouth is

Book L

Mulattos, and trading people. It is a great

"~ market for dry’d bullocks hides, which the bar, which remains dry atlow ¢bb, and

arc much larger than thofe of Rufifto. To- ORitis a fpring of freth water. This bar Thebar.
bacco grows here wild without planting, - renders the river not navigable for fhips,
the green leaves whereof the natives gather butonly fuch fmall craft as boats, or canoes ;
and chew with much fatisfaction,” tho’ very and even within the bar the river is fhallow,
harfh and coarfe. The country round about  having generally but four foot water. For
is naturally very fertil, and were the Blacks this reafon, great thips reforting hither, ride

more iuduftrious, they might cultivate- Ut in the openroad, in five or fix fathom
plenty of many forts’ of plants. They Water, at about half a league diftance from

have ‘tamarinds, ananas, a fruic like dates, the ftrand, and fmall vgﬁ"cls in two fathom

but fmallemand very fweet, of which they and a half. The inhabitants of 7u:_zla ge-

make a fort of liquor, fomewhat inferior nerally carry paflengers afhore in their pm- -

to palm-wine ; there are alfo Siby trees, NAces or canocs.

Na:iiples, afort of pear-plumb, Nompatas, About a league to the Nq.rtb'ward of the Shealssnd
Tambalumbas, cotton, oranges and lem- town thcg'c are fome flats, right againft arecks.
mons, of thefe two laft but few ; indigo, " White point of fand, by the French call’d

call’d there Arvore de Tinto, in Portuguefe, La Pointe Blanche, or white point; but by

dying trees, Cacatoes, &c. of.all” which the Portuguefe, Fazucho ; appearing fome-

more hereafter. what higher than the reft of the land about

Clofe by this town is the pleafant delight- it. On the fouth fide of it, three leagues
ful wood Tapa, the fhade of whofe lofty outat fea, arc fome thoals, call’d Baixos de
trees is very advantageous for affording the Domingos Ramos; and about two leagues
inhabitants fhelter againft the exceffive north-weft from- this, is a ridge of fmall
heats of the fcorching fun. There the rocks, lying underwater, and by the Por-
Portuguefe have a mare peculiar abode. tuguefe cal’d Baixo de Barbocim.

There is great plenty of cattle all about ~ On the fouth fide of the town of  Fuala, Rivers and
this country, as well as at Rufifro ; and runs another fmall river, fuppofed to pro-ifasd
particularly of kine, as appears by the cced from that of Borfule, which gives
hides, whicli are their main trade, whereof birth toanother little river, call’d Rio das
we fhall have occafion wo fpeak again. Ojtras, or oyfter river, from the great

- " plenty of ({ers found in it by the Por-
PorTo Novo, tuguee. Nearto the faid oyfter river, the
HAT is, new haven, is three leagues Portuguefe charts place ¢he ifland Barjogu:-
que, inhabited by Blacks, and it lies very
ing on a bay, -bug has nothing remarkable. clofeto the continent. . .
About a league and a half-beyond it again, At this town of Fuala, the French have Drg;m,
the fame way, is Punta Serena, rightbefore 2 fettled faCtory, and pay the following P4-
which is a bank of fand two @ or three fa- cuftoms and duties to the king. Fifteen
thom under water : when you have bropght thoufand of bugle, and cighteen knives,
Cako Maflotobear NN W.and Punta S.re:a to the king, the Alcaide, the firft and fe-
ES E. you are upon this bank, cond Gerafos, the captain of the water

The coaft between thefe two places is and their boys. Four thoufand ditto. to
low, and all over woody, and the fhoreall the Fagarafe, and to the King’s Guyrio,
along befet with fmall villages and hamlets that is chanter, or rather buffoon, at co-
of no note. ming afhore; and to other fmaller offi-

Some will have it, that départing from - cers, fome acknowledgment in brandy or
Porto & Ali for Fuala, there ought to be toys. The Portuguefe, befides’ all thefe
an offing kept of about three leagues and a  cuftoms, ufed to give them fome provi-
half from the fhore, to avoid fome flats, fions. ]
which lie off the fea-coaft; butit is well There is a road made by lanq, betwixt ﬁ':f &
known there is four fathom of water upon thistownand that of Porfo 4’ Ali, running “%%
thofe flats, and feven fachom in the channel, from village to village along the fea-fide,
berwixt the fhore and the faid flars; 'and as far as Rufifto, for the conveniency of
therefore others look upon this asaneedlefs travellers repairing to the markets.

recaution.
P Some
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‘Some leagues to the S E. of Rio das
Oftras, the river Borfalo falls into the Al-
lamtick ocean, in the midft of a bay, or
bending in, the coaft being about nine
lsagues from Fuala. Some call this river
Baffanzamas, like- the natives; it- comes
down above forty leagues E N E. up the
inland, befer on each fide with many vil-
Iiges, fmall hamlers, and fcattering cot-
rages. The tide runs up it ten or twelve
Teagues; and tho® itbe fomewhat flar and
fhallow in feveral parts ncar the mouth,
yet fhips of confiderable burden may fail
in, there being three or four fathom of wa-
ter in the channel ; but I never heard of
any confiderable trade droye there.

Some leagues to the SE. of this river,
is afmaller; by the Blacks cali'd Buzalmi,
and by the Fremch Brezalme, which tho’
forming a wide mouth to lofe itfelf in the
fea, is neverthelefs not navigable, being
chouk’d up with many banks and fands ;
for which reafon the natives pafs in and out
in canoss. Befides there is very little com-

 merce, bating' that the  Portuguefe there

buy falcand provifions. ,
The coafts from the river Borfalo to the
Gambiz are low and level, adorn’d with
* ftately trees, ' but thinly peopled, as I fup-
pofe, for want of good rivers ; forall the
way between the river Buzalmi and Punta

da Barra, at the mouth of the Gambia,
there are only fome inconfiderable ones, as
Rio da Sal, or falt-river, and Criké, which
Tofe themfelves in the ocean among the
Berbecines properly fo call’d, who extend
Poveacro as far asthe river Borfalo. Among them is
dBianco~.a little colony of Poriuguefe, call’d Po-
' voagao de Brancos, fignifying borough of
whites, in Portuguefe. This town is three
leagues from the village of Bar; otherwife
call’d Annabar, ftanding on the north point
- of Gambia river, where the king of Bar
often refides; which I fhall have occafion to

mention mere at large in another place.
This is all the account I could find to
give of the maritine part of Nigritia, from
Cape Verdewo theriver Gambia.  1am now
to thow a fketch of the inland countries;
and fhall proceed as cautioufly as I have done
along the coaft 5 returning, for the fake of
good order to the river Sencga.

Borfalo

river.

Brezaline
river.

| C

Arbimba- The Arabian Moors, fuppos’d by fome
bicants.
that parg of Geneboa, which borders on the
north-fide of the river Senega, as far as Rip

dos Maringuins, thatis, the river of gnats;

which, ' as the natives inform us, comes

- down from the country of Arguin, far di-

ftant to the northward, and lofes itfelf in

the Senega.  They fuppofe thefe Arabs exs

. tend caftward, up the inland, as far as the
VYor. V.

of Nigritia, or North-Guinea.

to be of the tribeof the A4zoaghes, inhabic
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other part of Geneboa, call’d Azgar, in BarsoT.
their language, fignifying marthy grounds, V™
from the many morafles there are init.
Thefe Arabs, who are a meagre tawny
people, or of a foot colour, have no cer-
tain place of abode, .but wander up and
down for the conveniency of finding pafture
for their cattle, and in fuch places pitch
their tentsfor a time ; having neither lords
nor princes to govern them, as their neigh-
bours the Blacks have, but only fuch chiefs
as they think fit to appoint for a time ; one
of which is Ali- Fouke, refiding on the north-

fide of the Semega, of whom more will be

faidin its place.

Of the inland countries.
T HIS kingdom has very much declin’d Kingdom

from what it wasin former times, both % 3283
asto extent of dominions and the number of
people. The wars it has continually been
ingag’d in, have confiderably contratted
its limits 5 for the country of Genebos, was
once a dependance on it, and thereforé in
thofe days indifferently call’d Genmeboa or
Senega. At prefent, its greateft extentis
about forty five, or fifty leagues, along the
fea-coaft, and but about fifteen in breadth
up the inland, under the Government of
the great Brak, king of the Senega negroes ;
Brak in the language of the country im-
porting the fovereign; as Cefar does the
Roman_emperor in Europe. Thus Adoni-
bezek fignity’d lord or king of Bezck, a
nation fubdu’d by the "/ aelites, immediately
after the deceafe of Fofbua, according to
Foféphus, lib. 5. c. 2. Adoni or Adonsi in
Hebrew fignifying lord. .

The dominions of Cheyratick, otherwile Kingdorn of
call’d Silatick, king of the Foules, of which e Foules.
fome mention has been made before, ftretch .
out about three hundred leagues in compafs, .
reckoning from the country of the Fargots
in the eaft, onthe river Senega, down about
fifty leagues to the fea-coaft weftward;
comprehending in this fpace, ten othert ter-
ritories and petty kingdoms, which are tri-
butary to it, befides that of Ali-Fouke, be- _ |
fore fpoken of; over whom this king claims
a fuperiority, and fome others on the north
fide of the Seméa. The town or.city Ca-
melingua, alias Conde, is reputed the me-
tropolis of this little empire, ftanding
above a hundred miles up the inland, eaft-
ward of the Senega. '

The Foules may be properly divided Two na-
into two different nations, the caftern and #ions of
the ‘weftern, inhabiting from thie eaftern*®™
part of the Gelofes to Camelingua; and
ftretching from Donkan to Bociet, on the
weft to the lands of the Gelofes; and towards
the fouth, to thofeof prince #%lly, and to
part of thekingdom of Bor/alo.

. H The




26 - A Defcription
Barzvor. = The natives reckon their king, the moft
potent prince in all thofe countries, as I
fhall fhow in another place. Hehas the -
charaéter of being very courteous and civil
to- the Europeans ; and has fuch regard for
them, as not to fuffer any of them to be
wrong’d, or abus’d by his fubjeéts. They
affirm, he is able to bring forty or fifty
thoufand men into the ficld, upon occafion,
without any difficulty, according to the
method the Blacks ufe in raifiog their armies ;
their warlike expeditions being very fhort,
for want of laying up ftores, and ecrecting /
magazines to i{lpport them long. <7 - :
Kingdomof The kingdom of the Gelofs, or Falofes,
the Jalofes. 55 has been already obfery’d, cxtends near
a hundred leagues eaftward, and about
fixty five, or feventy north and fouth, on
both fides of the river Borfalo, from Gam-
ba o the kingdom of Senega. Marmol
calls thefe people Chelofes.

w.\'
Their king.

'\‘ Tij".’\.
of the Codfts ~  Boox L

which the Blacks of Aigola ufe inftead of
moncy.

‘From this lake the road runs N E. to Rule 4y
Emduto, a village, where they fay, the ansigdisy.

ancicnteft family of the inhabitants has of
courfe the government of the place, and
there travellers generally lie at night.
There the road tumns of NW. to a
village, which is the ufualrefidence of the
priclts, or Marabouts, of the country
raund about, by the Blacks call’d Ly-

“éherins.

~From this village the road goes on eaft--
ward, to another village, call’d Endir,
and from this again to that of Sanmyeng,
where formerly fome Poriuguefe lived with
their families, but are fince remov’d to
other places ;- yet have ftill there two large
houfes, with each of them before an ex-
traotdinary large calabafh tree, in which
the faid Puriuguefe had ingenioufly con-

As to the Blacks dwelling above the town  trivida fpacious fummer-houfe, fram’d of summer-
~ of Kayor, among the weftern Foules, no- the boughs, to divert themfelves, dunng’”"; and
thing can be faid of them, but what is re- the heat of the day. Here is alfo a well, ™™

ported by fome factors of the Fremch com-
pany, viz. That beyond Seratick, or Cbe-
ratick, are the countries of the Faregots, or
Fargots, and of Engueland, diftant from
their factory above three hundred leagues,
up the river, with whom they have began
to fettle commerce ; the inhabitants no
way differing from the other Blacks below
the river Sencga. :

Of the roads by land.

Bad rmég [ HE Frenc in Senega travel on camels,
e horfgs, orafles, in fix days, from their
f.l&ory on St. Lewis’s ifland to Ka)'ai-, -
mong the weftern Foules 3 but with abun-
dance of toil and danger, -moft of the way
being through vaft thick forefts, fwarming
with robbersand wild beafts, without any
fortof lodging to repair to at night.
The road by land. from Rio Frefco, or
Rufifco, to Byburtonthe Semega, tho’ partly
through woodsand forefts, is nothing near
fo bad as that which leads from the fa&ory
to the town of Kayor. This we here fpeak of
is open, for departing from Rufifco, the roads
run NE, to the village Beer, about a
league diftant. From Beer to Fandos is two
leagues farther, it belongs to a vaffal of
the king of ¥wala, and there are abundance
of palm-trees. From. Fandos it extends

ftill three leagues northward, to a lake by

the natives call’d Eusan, and by the Por-
tuguefe Alagoas 5 that is, lakes, being four
leagues in length, and hdlf a league in
breadth, from which feveral little rivers
runout, inthe rainy feafon, and it abounds
prodigioufly in fith, tho’ in fummer it is
almoftdry. The bottom of the lakeisall
cover’d with a fort of fmall fhells, by the
matives call’d Simbas, much like .thofe

ten fathom deep, which fupplies all the
country about, with fweet freth water,
which rtaftes as lufcious, asif it were tem-
per’d with honey. The Blacks affirm, that -

the water of certain brooks, which are Srrange
near by this place is pernicious to camels®4:¢-

and dromedaries, and yet good and whole-
fome for all other creatures. v )
From Sanyeng, the road leads to Mangar,
the refidence of the king of Kayr, for
fome part of the year 5 and thence ftretches.
on to Emboul, where the faid king of Kayor

has his chief Seraglio; being a fpacious man- Scraglio;.

fion, parted from the town by a palifiado,
or hedges of reeds, and the avenues to it
planted on both fides with palm-trees, and
a large plain before it, hemm’d in with
trecs, where the Blacks ride “their horfes.
This Seraglio is the habitation of the king’s
principal wives, whom they call Sogona,’
and no man.isallow’d to come nearer to it
than a hundred paces.

From Mangar, the road holds onten
leagues tothe village Embar, the refidence
of the next fucceflor to the king of the
country ; ,and thence it proceeds to and

endsat Byburt, a town on the river Semega, Byhure
almoft oppofite ‘to the ifland of St. Leteis. tows-

At thistown of Byburt are the King’s col-
le€tors for taxesand tolls: '

It is to be obferv’d, that befidesthe feve-
ral places here mentioned in the account of
the road from Rufifto or Rio Frefco to By-
burt, there are many other fmall villages
or hamlets, fcatter’d along the fides of it.

Travellers are alfo to be inform’d, that rzeens..
the heat here is almoft intolerable all the siences o
year about, only fomewhat abating during *%¢7e4-

the months of November and December 5 and
that there is no ftopping from morning till
’ x, ~ nighe,
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- , night, unlefs it be fome lictle time about noon

- they muit of neceflity carry along with

under fome trees, to eat of fuch provifions as

them: on little afles, which are dull heavy

* creatures, borfes being fcarce at Rufifeo.

However, the French agents ride a horfe-
back, and their fervants on thofe forry afies

- without faddles, which s extraordinary un-

Hretched
benres.

cafy. At night they lie at fome village,
where there is no accommeodation, etther for
man or beaft; moft of the native Blacks li-
viag for the moft part on roots, for want of
corn, which is the common food in other
laces, thefe here being extraordinary laz

gnd miferable poor. : Y

Their little houfes or huts are generally
madc of ftraw, yet fome more commodious
than others, builtround, without any other
door but a Jiule hole like the mouth of an
oven, through which they muft creeponall
four, to get in or out ; and having no light
but at that hole, and a conftant fimoaky fire
continually being kept within, ic is impoffi-
blc for any but a Black to live within them;
by reafon of the exceffive heat from the roof,
and 0o lefs from the floor, being adry burn-

. ing fand. Thcir beds are made of feveral

- ter fort of them fpread :
fleds tolic on.  The men of Brburs are fo

fmall fticks, plac’d at two finger’s breadth
diftance from each other, and faftned toge-
ther with ropes, the whole fupported by
fhort wooden forks fet up at cach comer:
*Tis not difficult to guefs what cafy flecping
there 1s like to be on fuch beds, tho’ the bet-
a mat over thefe bed-

lazy, that they will dodothing ; the women
manage all, even their fmall trade, by which

means they have the opportunity of being

‘very leud and debauch’d with the Eurgpean

failors. .

At this place of Byburs are ftill to befeen
the ruins of a fort, which the Portugue/e had
slmoft finifh’d in the year 1483, under

"the command of Peter Vas & 4.unba Bifagu-

Difroisn

of thie comn~

ry.

do, fent hither exprefsly by king Fabn IL of
Portugal, with a flect of twenty caravels,
arrying men and materials o cffet it with
all fpeed. That king was induced to this
undertaking by the prefling inftances of one
Bemoy, at that time king of the country,

-~

of Nigritia, or North-Guinea.

who being 