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THE SILENT RIVER -A SONG OF
THE CENTURIES,
BY R. WALTER WRIGHT, B.D.

Out from the Land of the Unknown,

From mystic glacier or morass,
Floweth a river vast and lone,

As crystal clear, as smooth as glass
And on, and on, and on, and ever,
Floweth the Silent River

Wide are its waters ; each soul's craft
In the great world finds room to sail ;
The stately barge, the humble raft
Are there, the waters never fail
And on, and on, and on, and ever,
Floweth the Silent River.

Its depths to reach all anchors fail,
No rock or shoal its course impedes,
Its canyon banks no foot can scale,
No shallow beach, no sighing reeds
And on, and on, and on, and ever,
Floweth the Silent River,

And on and down and never back
Perforce each voy: must go,
Choosing ewhat his forward track
But drifting with the river’s flow :
And on, and on, and on, and ever,

Floweth the Silent River,

Nor wind, nor tide, nor steam, nor oar,
The speed retards or quickeneth,

Each helmsman lone at stem or fore
Hears but the sound of his own breath:

And on, and on, and on, and ever,

Floweth the Silent River,

We find ourselves upon this stream,
But how, and whence, and why, who
knoweth !

| A star shines out upon a dream—

We know we are—the river floweth :
And on, and on, and on, and ever,
Floweth the Silent River.

Some day, and suddenly the star
Shines not—the dream is ended thus ;

¢h | And yet, oh yet, we know we are—
% & guarantee of |

The river flows but not for us :
And on, and on, and on, and ever,
Floweth the Silent River.

Arthur, Nov., 1900,

Tue face of Christmas glows all the |
| brighter for the cold.

The heart warms
as the frost increases, Estrangements
which have embittered the whole year
melt in to-night’s hospitable smile. Friend
lives in the mind of the friend. Thereis
more charity at this time than at any
other, .
poor ye have always with you,” wear at
this time a deep significance,
one night in each year over all Christen-
dom there is brotherhood. And good
men, sitting among their families, or by
the solitary fire, when they remember the
light that shone on the Bethlehem plains
eighteen hundred ago, the song
‘“ Peace on earth and good will towards
men,” which for the first time hallowed
the midnight air—pray for that strain’s

fulfilment, that battle and strife may vex |

the nations no more, that not only on
Christmas Eve, but the whole year round,
men shall be brethren, owning one Father

in heaven.—Alexander Smith,

ERA.

. The Master’s words, “ The |

|
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Xmas
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IN GIFTS FOR MEN

Mail Orders
Carefully Filled.

Bloodstone Ring,
$1.00

Diamond I

|
|
| Garnet Ring,
| £.00 upward.,
| Sapphire Ring,
| #15.00 upward.,
Signet Ring,
$7.50 upward
Society Ring,
$6.00 upward,
Gold Collar Button,
$1.00 upward,
Gold Front Button,
$1.25 upward,
Gold Cuff Buttons,
$4.50 upward.
Gold Links,
$1.00 upward,
Gold Scarf Pin,
#1350 upward.
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O HAPPY TIME!
O happy time of all the year,
Though nature’s face be chill and drear,
The birth-time of the dear Christ child
Makes warm and bright the dreary wild!

And pain of earthly woe shall cease,

As on the heart the chrism of peace
Shall fall, as gleams from out the Star
Make bright the place where shadows are,

—Emily Bugbee Johnason,

Growth of British Empire. —Dur-
ing the century just closing, the extent
of the British Empire has increased at the
rate of two acres per second. The colo.
nial area of territory is now ninety-seven
times that of the home country, In 1800
the population of the British Empire was
115 millions, while it is now 390 millions,

£

Prayer by the Chimes.— The clock
in the Houses of Parliament in London,
says The Observer, has been undergoing
repairs recently—the second time it has
been stopped for such a purpose in over
forty years. When the hours are chimed
the bells are intended to express the
prayer : ““ All through this hour, Lord, be
my guide, and by Thy power no foot shall
slide.”

L

Ocean Telegraphy. 1t is only fifty
years since the possibility of sending tele-
graphic messages under the sea was first
established ; and the engineer who di-
rected the laying of the first ocean cable,
from Dover to the French cliffs on the
other side of the English Channel, is still
living in England. The cable soon ceased
to work, but it was the precursor of the
Atlantic cable, which was paid out from
the Great Eastern in 1866, and of the one
hundred and seventy thousand miles of
ocean cable now in operation.

X

A Nineteenth Century Benefac-
tor.—The picture on our front page com-
memorates one of the greatest discoveries
made during the century which is now
closing—the use of ether as an anwsthetic,
by which serious surgical operations may
be performed without pain to the patient,
Previous to its introduction the torture
endured by those who were unfortunate
enough to come under the surgeon’s knife
was simply indescribable. The honor of
discovering ether was claimed by four
men— Long, Wells, Jackson, and Morton 3
but if it is true, as Sydney Smith said :
“He is not the inventor who first says the
thing, but he who says it so long, loudly
and clearly that he compels mankind to
hear him,” then Dr. Morton, a dentist of

TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1900,

Boston, deserves to be regarded as the
inventor of ether as an anwsthetic. He
first used it in an operation in the City of
Boston in 1846, aud afterwards adminis.
tered it successfully in several severe
cases.  He loudly proclaimed his deeds,
and compelled mankind to hear him
When he was lying unconscious ina Bos
ton hospital, just before his death, the
chief surgeon said tothe students “Young
gentlemen, you see lying bef you a man
who hus done more for the relief of suffer
ing than any man that has ever lived.”
Such a man deserves o monument as much
as the statesman or the soldier.

L
The Holiday Time.  The holiday

season should not crowd the revival ser
vice to the rear, as it too frequently does
At this glad time when men celebrate the
advent of the Saviour into the world, it
should be easy to reach their hearts, Yet
the devout find in increasin ly difficult to
divert the attention of their neighbors
from vanities and frivolities at this par-
ticular time.  We need more consecra-
tion, more prayer, more intelligent com-
prehension of the meaning of the holiday
time and of the most appropriate way in
which to celebrate it,

XAMINE the label on your
E paper, and if it is marked
with a blue pencil, it is an
indication that your subscription
has expired. Please renew at
once so that your ERA will not
be stopped. We are anxious to
retain all our old subscribers, and
secure many new ones.
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San Francisco, 1901.—In order to
develop interest in the great Interna-
tional Epworth League Convention to be
held in San Francisco next summer, a
series of stereopticon entertainments are
now being given in various cities of the
United States. They will be free and
full of interest to those who expect to go
to the Pacific coast in 1901. For those
who can not go, the views of the superh
scenery and cities of the far West will
be the next best thing to going in person.
If any of our Leagues would like to
secure this entertainment, they will do
well to communicate with the editor of
this paper at once,

H

The Closing Century.—We ought
all to be thankful that we have been per-
mitted to live in the best part of the most
remarkable century this world has ever
known. Nearly all the inventions which
have ministered so much to human com-
fort and happiness, are the product of the
past hundred years, and, most of all, the

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher.

No. 12,

moral and religious movements which
blessed mankind, have been developed
during the same period. In view of this
we have given considerable space in this
issuc to * The Achievements of the Nine
teenth Century,” which illustrate in a
remarkable manner the Saviour's words

** Other men labored, and ye are entered
into their labors.”

Sermon-Hearing and Waorship.
The tendency to magnify the sermon at
the expense of other paris of the public
service is thus described by the Western
Christian Advocate : * Great evils have
resulted from regarding sermon-hea ing
a8 the most important reason for church
attendance. The sermon has been ele.
vated to the chief place as a great dis-
course, standing by itself, and not as an
auxilinry to worship. If the preacher is
not a pul it orator, many even of the
membership, will not come at all. That
he is dull they consider a sufficient and
valid excuse for staying ot home. It
never seems to occur to them that they
should go to church primarily to meet
God, and not the minister. If the
preacher is smart or brilliant, they may
make it a great piece of virtue to go and
be entertained for an hour, However, if
they are a half-hour late, and miss the
hymns, prayer, creed, and Seripture-
rewding, thero is, they think, but little
loss. These are but introductory exer-
cises. The sermon is the main thing,
and, like a man who just catches his
train, they feel satisfied and happy. 1f
the soprano, though, can take the high
notes easily they may regret that they
were not quite in time for her perform-
ance.” The congregation ought to go to
church with the express purpose of wor-
shipping God, and the service should be
of such a character that, altogether inde-
pendent of the sermon, it would uplift
and inspire those who attend.

K

Enthusiasm.  Some people are afraid
of anything like joy in religion. They
have none themselves, and they do not
love to see it in others, Their religion
is something like the stars, very high
and very clear, but very cold. ~When
they see tears of anxiety or tears of joy,
they cry out, * Enthusiasm ! enthusi.
asm!” “1 sat down under his shadow
with a great delight.” Ts this enthusi-
asm ! “May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing ! ”
If it be really in sitting under the shadow
of Christ, let there be no bounds to our
joy. O if God would but open our eyes
and give us simple, childlike faith to look
to Jesus, to sit under his shadow, then
would songs of joy arise from all our
dwellings ! “ Rejoice in the Lord always,
and again I say rejoice.” — MeCheyne,
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THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CEN-
TURY IN MATERIAL PROGRESS
AND DEVELOPMENT.

BY REV. C. T, 8COTT, B.A.

E are about to bid, or have idden,
ewell to the most remarkable

century known in the life of
humanity. 1t is becoming that we should
appreciate the benefactions of the nine.
teenth century, if we are to take up
aright the responsibilities of the twen
tieth.  There is a duty of looking back
ward as well as of looking forward. In
gratitude is one of the basest sins. Yet
how often we iae children living as
though they owed nothing to their par-
ents, and were too wise to learn anything
from the past.

Perhaps the greatest interest in the
nineteenth century will ever centre
around the development of science and
the progress of mechanical inventions.
The way these have transformed the
character as well as the life of the people
will, in the future, be regarded as the
miracle of the century.

Une hundred years ago the settlers in
this new world” sowed their grain by
hand, harvested it with sickles, threshed
it with a flail, winnowed it by tossing it
into the air, and made it into flour by
pounding it in a wooden mortar with a
wooden pestle. The transition to the
machine which now passes‘over a western
wheat-field cutting the grain, threshing,
winnowing and leaving it in sacks upon
the ground, marks only one of the lesser
developments of the century,

Our grandfathers made their Jjourneys
to mill or port by ox-team through the
forest, following a road marked by blazes
on the trees. Their grandchildren may
cross the continent in five days in a
palace car amidst comforts and luxuries
that even a king could not purchase one
hundred years ago. How much this
change in the mode of travel means to us
we can hardly conceive, For instance,
in England where they had good roads,
and fast horses, the news of the battle of
Waterloo, travelling by post-chaise, took
two weeks to reach some of the remote
parts of the kingdom. 1In the year 1820
u Scottish minister was still offering up
prayers for King George 111, two weeks
after his majesty had departed this life,
At these posts of the coach lines “a
ha’porthof news” was bought and sold
like any other commodity. A member
of Parliament who had ridden from Edin
burgh in three days was warned of the
danger of such recklese travel, instances
being cited where persons had died from
mere rapidity of motion! The poor must
of necessity travel on foot, so but little
was done.  Each community lived apart
by itself, cherishing its own superstitions
and prejudices, and remaining local in
its sympathies,

On the sea people travelied in sailing
vessels, amusingly uncertain as to when
or how they would make the desired port.
The Atlantic ocean might be crossed in a
wonth, but it more frequently took three.
When steam had come into practical use,
and it was proposed to )
means of that powe ent scholars
mathematically prov hat no vessel
could ever be constructed that could carry
enough fuel to propel it across the ocean,
The stages by which we have come up to
the “flying express” and the “ocean
greyhound,” form a romance of itself.
Suffice it to say that for a few dollars now
we call no land foreign, and the ambiti-
ous “ globe-trotter " may pass around this
mighty orb, touching every zone, in a
few short weeks,

In the early part of the century the
postal system was conducted solely for
the purpose of revenue, and it was not
even considerad a public convenience,
Letters were taxed according to their
weight and the distance they travelled,
It cost one shilling and four pence to send
a letter from London to Dublin, and if
it weighed more than half an ounce it
cost more.  This system not only put a
restriction on business, but did much to
further localize the people. It was too
expensive to even fall in love out of one’s
own parish, if the courtship had to be
conducted by letter. Toavoid the burden
of this system there were many agencies
for “smuggling” letters through the
kingdom. When Rowland Hill in 1838
argued that a cheap rate would pay the
expense of carriage and management, and
that the increase of letters written would
make a handsome revenue, he was called
a dreamer and fanatic, but in 1840 the
proposal of a penny postage, with the use
of postage stamps, was adopted. Soon
the number of letters transmitted had in-
creased tenfold, and, what was bet ter, the
example gradually followed by every
civilized state. The freer intercourse
which followed the postal reform greatly
facilitated commerce and emigration, and
helped in no small degree to foster the
growing spirit of international brother-
hood. In these closing years we have
seen the adoption of the Imperial penny
postage, and the agitation which augurs
the nationalization of telegraphs and
telephones,

One of the necessities of every house-
hold a hundred years ago was a box of
tinder with a piece of flint and a piece of
steel. By striking a spark from the flint
with the piece of steel, and letting it fall
into the tinder box, they could blow it
into a flame. Thus our forefathers
kindled their fires. Perhaps the ditficulty
of producing fire will explain why it
enters so largely into primitive religions
as an object of worship. But when the
lucifer match was invented in 1832 it
brought one of the greatest material com.
forts ever given to the human family.

the ocean by

The poor needle-woman two genera
tions ago labored for as many hours as
she was able to keep awake, receiving
sometimes less than six pence for her
day’s toil. When an American mech
anic invented a machine that could sew
as much as six needle-women, in the
same time, the invention was promptly
appreciated. The demand for sewing-
machines increased with unexpected
rapidity. Soon *the starving ueedle-
woman ceased to be one of the scandals
of civilization,” and in her place came the
happy, healthy, and prosperous * machine
girl,”

The battle of Waterloo was fought with
flint-lock muskets loaded at the muzzle,
the smooth bore of which made the aim
uncertain, and the effective range of
which was only two hundred yards. No
wonder only one in six hundred bullets
struch a Frenchman, The Boers, with
Mauser rifles that will shoot accurately
and kill at two miles, and their artillery
shells fired from a range of five miles,
have taught civilized nations to avoid, if
possible, the arbitrament of war,

Electricity, which in the be nning of
the century, was a mere plaything of the
schools, was first made practical by Morse
in 1855, when he completed his invention
for sending messages over wires charged
with this mysterious power. To trace
the development of invention on this line
is a story more interesting and marvel-
lous than the tales of the * Arabian
Nights.” When we recall that a hundred
years ago people lighted their homes
with a candle “dip,” and the streets of
London had only occasional flickering
lamps burning whale-oil, and compare it
with the modern use of electric light, we
are lead to exclaim, What great spaces we
have crossed ! When we think of the
tortures of the ancient coach-horse, and
compare our comforts sitting in an elec-
tric trolley, we say, Surely some magicians
have been at work in our age! As tele-
phones, phonographs, biographs, and a
thousand other marvels have followed in
continuous succession of invention, we
ask, When will its resources be ex-
hausted ?

A hundred years ago farmers knew
nothing of the use of manures in the
land. The advantage of draining was
unknown. Even in cities the streets
were mere s. tagious di
accounted for more than half of the
deaths, Medical science, too, was very
crade. It is admitted that George Wash-
ington probably died from the bleeding
given him by his physicians.  Anwsthe-
ties were as yet undiscovered, so surgery
was the bane rather than the glory of the
medical profession. Amputation was re-
sorted to in almost every disease of the
limbs.  On the streets of the cities speci-
mens ot dismembered humanity were
painfully frequent. The insane were still
treated

a8 persons possessed of the devil.
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The microscope and telescope had not
Yet come to reveal to us the two infini-
ties between whicn we Jwell,

We can only allude to the printing
press, with its cheap and wide dissemina-
tion of knowledge; to the mechanical
contrivances which make the fabrie of
our clothing, enabling common people to
wear garments that were once the indul
gence of princes ; to the improved tools
which lessen the hardship of all labor,
and permit mankind to find untold wealth
in the bowels of the earth. There is
searcely a common thing we touch in all
our varied life, but bears the stamp of
the amazing intellectual activity of the
nineteenth century,

If *ve will only pause long enough to
consic»r the magnificent heritage into
which we have stepped, which has cost
us nothing in sacrifice and labor, but is
the gift of the nineteenth century toilers
painfully struggling up the hills and
through the night, we will be bound to
realize the debt we owe to the future.
We  cannot honestly take these ifts
without seeking to make some return,
May we put every resource of brain and
heart to work to make the world richer
for our having lived in it, and at least
save ourselves from the opprobrium of
being mere vagrants in time, living on
the bounty of others,

Aylmer, Ont,

“THE CENTURY’S RECORD OF NA-
TIONAL ACHIEVEMENT.”

BY N. W. ROWELL,

IT is very difficult for us, born in the
latter half of the century, and to

whom all that is modern comes as
does the sunlight and the rain, to imagine
the conditions existing in this country a
century ago; and yet if we are to obtain
an idea of the century’s progress and
achievement, we must keep one eye on
its commencement and the other on its
close, and the measure of the distance is
the measure of the achievement.

During the century, we have laid on
secure foundations the four great corner
stones of a happy, united, intelligent and
progressive Canadian nationality :

1. Religious freedom and equality.

2. Civil liberty, and truly representa-
tive responsible government.

3. Compulsory popular education,

4. Racial equality in privilege and op-
portunity,

L. Religious freedom and equality.—Tt
is not easy for us to believe that consid-
erably less than a century ago, there was
in Canada a state church, large!
dowed with public lands and exerci ng
special rights and privileges which were
denied to all other denominations. Tt is
difficult for us (o realize that public
opinion in this province was such that in
1796, when the Scotch Presbyterians of
this provineo petitioned Governor Simcoe
that the privilege to perform the rite of
marriage should be extended to the
clergymen of the Presbyterian Church,
as well as to all other denominations,
Governor Simeoe felt justified in telling
the deputation who interviewed him on
the subject that he considered the peti-
tion the product of a wicked mind and a
most disloyal heart, and the only remedy

he had to suggest was the establishment
of clergymen of the Anglican Church
through the different parts of the pro
vinee,  Until about fifty s . the
University, which is now our $ Uni
versity in this provinee, endowed and
supported from the public funds, was
under the management and control of
the dominant church; and one of the
greatest achievements of the century
been the removal of these disabil
and the placing of all denominations
upon an equal footing, and the devotion
and the setting apart of what was known
as “The Clergy Reserve Lands” for the
purposes of popular education.  And,
what is still more important than the
fact of accomplishment is the other fact
that public opinion to-day among all
the people, both of the t dominant
church and the oth Pnominations, now
recognizes that religious equality is one
of the essentials to the peace and pros-
perity of the country,

2. Civil liberty, and truly representa-
tive vosponsible government,—In the early
part of this century, and prior to 1841,
neither Ontario nor Quebec enjoyed re-
sponsible government, and the provinces
down by the sea were largely in the same
position. Each province was ruled by
an exccutive council appointed for life,
and neither responsible to the people
nor to the Crown, known in th pro-
vince as “The Family Compact.” True,
there was a popular assembly, but their
will was set at nought and defied by this
tyrannical oligarchy, and from their op-
pressions grew the rebellion of 1837,
Lord Durham, that brilliant Englishman,
to whom Canada owes so much, at the
request of the Home Government, made
areport at this time on the conditions
existing in Canada, and in that report he
declared that, under the conditions then
existing, there was neither security for
life nor property, and the only solution he
could suggest was to give to the people
responsible government.  And = even
when the constitution was given in 41
an effort was made to strangle responsi-
ble government in the hour of its birth ;
and it was not until after ten years more
of strenuous fighting that truly repre-
sentative responsible government was en-
joyed by the people of Canada. Even
then representation in the Parliament of
Canada was by provinces and not by
population ; and, as the population in
one province grew much more rapidly
than the other, serious injustice was the
result : and it was only when confedera-
tion was an accomplished fact and repre-
sentation by population became the basis
of government that the people of Canada
enjoyed the great and inestimable benefit
of being able to control and manage their
own affairs,

But what is still more important than
the fact of the accomplishment of this
result is the other fact, that all classes,
and all parties in the country to-day re-
cognize that popular representative re-
sponsible government is necessary and
indispensable to the future growth and
happiness of our coutry.

3. Compulsory popular education.— We
who are younger often lose sight of the
fact that although in 1792 a large area
of territory was set apart for school pur-
poses in Canada, yet this was used for

ies,
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the endowment of a university under de
nominational control, all the professors
of which should be members of the
Chureh of Engla: d and subscribe to the
AU articles in the Prayer Book, and the
other lands were applied to the establish
ment of Grammar Schools throughont the
provi and though attempts were
made shortly after the union of th Pro
vinees, it was not until the year 1850
that the Baldwin School bill” laid the
foundations of our educational system in
this province, and provided for popular
education for the masses of the people ;
50 that to-day, though, no doubt, capable
of many improvements, we have a system
of education, probably unsurpassed in
any country of the world, and a system
which makes it impossible for a father,
even if desirous so to do, to hand to his
childron down with his property the
legacy of his own ignorance and stupidity.
But the most hopeful phase of the situa-
tion today is that all classes and all
parties recognize compulsory education
as a necessary condition of a truly popu-
lar representative government,

L. Racial equality in privilsge and op-
portunity.—While under the I'reaty by
which Quebec became part of the British
Empire, the rights and privileges of the
French Canadians were, in theory, se-
cured to them, yet the practical recogni-
tion of racial equality in privilege and
opportunity  was  largely unknown
through the earlier part of the century.
Even after responsible government was
granted in 1841, the Governor-General
for the time being, declined to acept a8
his responsible advisers French Canadian
members of the House, and as a protest
against this, the Baldwin Government
resigned.  Popular opinion, however,
changed 80 as to render this ostracism
impossible, and, at a later date, when
the population of Ontario, which had
grown very much more rapidly than the
population of Quebec, was much larger
than Quebec, representation being by
provinces and not by population, a seri-
ous injustice was, on the other hand,
inflicted upon the English speaking
peoples,

These injustices and inequalities have
now been removed, and the monument
erected at Quebec to commemorate the
death of those two brave and heroie men
—Wolfe and Montealm —one granite
shaft in honor of two men of different
race and different creed has become a
prophecy, which is being fultilled of the
unity which exists, and must continue to
exist between the two great races on this
part of the continent; and one of the
greatest achievements of the century is
the fact, not so much of equality in privi-
lege and opportunity in theory, as the
practical realization among the masses
of the people, however much a few dema-
gogues may dissent, that Canaia can
only become great and prosperous by a
frank and generous recognition on the
part of each race, that the other is en-
titied to equal rights, privileges, and op-
portunities in the government and affairs
of the country

And, lastly, as a result of these other
achievements, and perhaps more import-
ant in one sense than they all, judged
from the standpoint not of the present
but of the future, has been the creation




358

of a Canedian National ideal. Not so
many years ago there was no settled or
permanent conviction in the minds of the
people of C rada as to what the future
of this country would e. They were
groping in the dark. Some looked to
Canadian independence, some to union
with the great nation to the south ; some
to continue as they then were—a mere
dependency of the crown of Britain, in
which Britain took no very great concern
or interest,

Today all those different currents of
thought” have been turned into one
clearly defined channel, and Canada has
swung out from the position of a mere
dependency on the crown of Britain to
an integral part of an almost world wide
Empire, and, with an ever-increasing
population, which, in the next century,
must exceed the population of the British
Isles, Canada looks forward to taking a
larger and more conspicuous part in the
affairs of that Empire,
ansion and consolidation have been
the distinguishing features of national
slopment during the century.

Italy broken, separated, discordant
through eenturies, united and become a
nation during the present century ; Ger-
many, separated, discordant, disunited,
becoming a united people, a nation, a
great Empire during the present century ;
the United States bringing under her
control and dominion Florida, Texas, and
California, Oregon, and now the [sles of
the seas: Russia stretching out over
Asinand the populations coming within
reach of her sphere of influence,

Unless the peoples owning allegiance
to the British Flag draw together during
the coming century in some strong united
and workable organization, Great Britain
must pass from the first rank to the
second rank of world powers, and, should
that unfortunate day come, the most
potent factor for the preservation of the
peace of the world will have disappeared.
In Canada to.day the strong and vigorous
life of early nationhood is seen in every
national pulse-beat and heart-throb ; and
building on these foundations with hope
on our brow and courage in our hearts
and faith in our souls, we meet the com.
ing century.

Toronto, Ont.

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS.

BY BISHOP WARREN,

HIS was celebrated in heaven before
earth knew there ever was to be a
Christnas.  Its principal charac-

teristic seems to have been a great, over-
running joy.

Swift throngh the vast expanse it flew,
And loud the echo rolled ;

The theme, the joy, the song, was new,
"T'was more than heaven could hold,

1t set the angels singing and shouting
like oldtime Methodists, Indeed, old-
time shouting Methodists are only re-
enacting the emotions and expressions of
the angels.

Our Christmas joys should be more
than we can hold. “They should overflow
to friends, neighbors, enemies and all the
world,
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CHRISTVAS BELLS,

The stormy year has dravn to close,
Hushed are the tumults of the time ;
Its clamors for a moment cease,

And roaring winds and earthquake

throe

And war factions taste repose,

While listening to the Christmas
chime,—
The birth-bells of the Prince of Peace.

Above the striving and the heat,
The cannon shot and trumpet-blare,
The clear notes rise, the dear notes
peal,
Now jargoning loud, now faintly sweet,
While, borne on their melodious beat,
Softly adown the charmed air
A heavenly message seems to steal.

God's peace, and God's good - will to
men,
Such is the message that they tell,
A peace surpassing knowledge far,
Good-will beyond our mortal ken.
Ab, lovely message, sound again !
Linking with the old Christmas spell
Our common earth to sun and star,

Ring on, dear bells, and do not tire

Though men be deaf and times be

wrong,

Some ears will listen and rejoice,
Some heart will warm with hidden fire ;
And, chording with the unseen cho

Some trembling but exultant voice

Will echo back the angels’ song.

—Susan Coolidge,

“THE RELIGIOUS PROGRESS OF THE
CENTURY.”

BY REV. THEO.

PARR, M.A,

SAD story of the events of a cen-
tury it would be if substantial re-
ligious progress could not be re-

corded.  Great as might be the increase
of mental and material resources ; im-
proved the status of mechanical, indus-
trial, intellectual and scientific pursuits ;
reformed the condition of domestie, social,
educational and national institutions in
the lengthened period of a hundred years,
yet no real and permanent progress has
been made unless moral and religious ad-
vancement is also prominently evident.
In reviewing the progress of mankind
during the nineteenth century, it is a
favorable comment on the optimistic phil-
osophy of the race, a demonstration of
the divinity that is in man, and an illus-
tration of the truth of the heavenly
oracles that God has established His king-
dom in this world, when a record of rapid
and substantial advancement in religious
activity and results can be shown. The
record might have been better, should
have been better, with the facilitios,
human and divine, within reach, but still
itis by no means discouraging as this
article will clearly prove ; and the vision
of the safety of mankind as seen by
Browning will appear to have a founda.
tion in fact :

** God's in his heaven
All's right with the world,”

Now how does religion compare in its
triumphs with the achievements of art,
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science, and commerce ! Not unfavor-
ably. As the sun in crimson glory leaves
its beauteous track upon the sea, so reli-
gion, with its life giving spirit divine and
its exalting principles of truth, has glori-
fied the rolling years of the century
with celestial messages of help for ever-
changing terrestrial condition,

Improved moral sense, —Setting  the
closing years of the eightecnth century
beside the closing years of the nineteenth
century, a great improvement in the
moral sense of humanity will be at once
observed. In the former period there
occurred the korrors of the French Revo-
lution marked by orgies of vice, cruelties
and revolting erimes unparalleled in the
annals of mankind. Then atheism bared
its arm to demolish Christianity. No
wonder that the moral and religious con-
dition of the people wus one of extreme
degradation. The outburst of immorality
which followed was fearful. The very
name of God was abolished, and His wor-
ship was suppressed. The Sabbath was
removed from the calendar, All Christian
institutions were destroyed. The churches
were converted into barracks, a Goddess
of Reason was enthroned while the
nation’s instruction in morals were the
infidel writings of Voltaire, Rousseau
and men of the same school, giving sane-
tion ‘o wickedness on all sides, If a
glance be given to England of this period,
there is seen the prevalence of intemper-
ance, profanity, profligacy, irreligion, and
cruelty of penal code. "It was not till
1807 that the law of hanging for stealing
was abolished.

Social immorality, drunkenness and de-
cay of religion disgraced the New World.
But now as the new century opens its
doors to receive earth’s millions all this is
greatly changed. It is true there still is
war, but it is waged under humane con-
ditions and the restrictions of a civiliza-
tion utterly altered. There is still infi-
delity, but it rather hides its head in
shame ; still profanity, impurity, profli-
gacy, drunkenness, immorality, and irre-
ligion, but they are all under the ban of
an enlightened, christianized publie
opinion, greatly reduced as to their
prevalence, and modified as to their depth
of iniquity. The moral sense of the
human race taken as a whole is better,
more susceptible to the claims of com-
monly recognized right than ever before
in the world's history.

Zhe Slave T'rade.—The century has
witnessed the abolition of slavery which
for centuries had been practised by civil-
ized nations. Be it said to the honor of
our own land that the Province of Upper
Canada was the first country on  the
globe to abolish slavery in 1792. In
England the slave trade was prohibited by
law in 1803, and slavery itself in 1833,
and the emancipation of slaves through-
out the British dominions was declared
on August 6th, 1834, The United
States passed a law in 1819 abolish-
ing the slave trade, although it was
for a long time after that illegally main-
tained. At the outbreak of the Civil
War there were nearly four million per-
sons in hondage in the Southern States.
The contest between pro-slavery and the
aboltion parties ended in the deplorable
Civil War, as a result of which on
January 31st, 1865, slavery was formally
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abolished throughout the entire 1 nion
Thus terminated forever in the nited
States ity chief reproach in the eyes of
I'he

instead  of

the world and of its own people

civilized powers of Europ

being the allies of the slave dealer a
they were at the ginning of the century
are now leagued for the extirpation of
the nefarious traflic. In few ways has

the beneficent character of blessed
Christianity heen more strikingly show n
than in the death-knell of the
human lives

he Lord's Day and its Observance
One may be inclined to conclude from
his observations regarding the observance
of the Lord's Day, that
lamentable degeneracy in reverence for

traflic in

there is a

the day so suitable for the development
of individual and national righteousness,

and that the people of to-day are much

NATIONAL

behind those of a century ago in their
love for the Sabbath, It is not 80, as
facts amply prove. It is to be much
regretted that the Lord’s Day is,
to such an extent, secularized and
degraded to the use of mammon as it
now is, owing largely to the complex life
of this modern age, and the existing in-
difference to the just claims of God and
religion. But how much worse was this
degradation a century ago ! Sunday then
was a favorite day for sports, cruel pas-
times of cock-fighting, bull baiting and
prize-fighting, and the abominable debase.
ment of drunkenness. In the New World
Sunday was often a day of pleasure, gam-
ing and visiting, and, in the newer settle-
ments, was spent in amusement, horse-
racing and dissipation. One of the fea-

tures of the day was the excess of wicked-
ness. The carriage and delivery of mails
on Sunday is no novelty, for in 1810 mails
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were carried on that day on routes in
the United States, and the post otfices
were kept open. It eannot be aflirmed
that such wholesale defiance and violati

of the Sabbath obtains now. There is a

cessation of wor during its holy
hours, a sacred silence falls upon the land

a signal proof that, with all its faults
with all its material interests, the e in
which we live is open to religious convic
tion, and not anmindful ar divine claims,

Wiss vy Euterpris I'he
teenth century is pre-eminently the cen
tury of missicns

nine
Prue it is that every
period of religious revival has been one of
missionary activity, from the apostolic ag.
to the But missionary en
terprise as it is now known dates from a
few vears prior to the opening of the nine
teenth century

present time

In 1792 modern missions

were organized through the influence

SOLDIERS' HOME, DAYTON, OHIO.

William Carey, of immortal memory, and
in the face of difficulties insurmountable
to men of lesser faith and courage, he in-
augurated missionary enterprise, and for
forty years toiled successfully for his Mas-
ter in India, till his death, "In 1795 the
London Missionary Society was organized,
*“ to send the glorious gospel of the bless
ed God to the heathen.” In 1816 the
Wesleyan Missionary Society was formed
to carry on the work begun by Dr. Thomas
Coke, who has won *he honorable distine
tion of being the father of Methodist for-
eign missions, True to the spirit of its
founder, Methodism has ever sought to
send the gospel not only to those who
need it, but to those who need it most.
Space will not permit any extended refer-
enge to the establishment of missions in
the Southern Seas, the missionary tri-
umphs in the Friendly Islands, the mar
vellous conversion of the Fiji Islands, the
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evangelization of the Sandwich and Ha
wiian Islands and the New Hebrides
which are but samples of the great work

done in  the present century he
first missionary society in America was
tormed in 1810, under the leadership of
Adoniram Judson, the Apostle

ind other kindred spirits, the work

ning in India.  Robert Morrison's work
tor China should not be forgotten as one
of the mar ous missionary achievements

of the

ry, he being the greatest hen
efactor that the teeming millions of the

Celestial Empire has ever known

Japan

has been opened to Christian missions
with gratifying result Africa’s doors
have swung on their hinges to receive the

spel during the period under review,
and the names of Moffat, Livingstone,
Mackenzie, Scott, Mackay of | ganda,
Grenfell and  Comber will ever be
cherished for carry

v ing the light to

the Dark Continent
What the
eral results of

are gen
this
magnificent work for
God 1 Think of it!
\t the close of the
tirst there
were about three hun

century

red thousand Chris
tians ; at the
if the tenth century,
whout fifty millions ;
the
century,
hundred
and at the
the nine
teenth century, about
foar  hundred mil
lions.  That is, the
progress Christianity
during the present
century, through mis-
si nary labors and
the work of the
church, is represented
iy & gain of two hun-
dred millions of ad-
herents, In other
words, Christianity
has gained as much
numerically in the
past one hundred
years as in the pre-
vious eighteen cen-
turies,

Progress o7 the Churches.— Again lack
of space forbids a review of the progress
of the various religious denominations of
Christendom. Tn general it is correct to
say that all evangelical churches have ad-
vanced both in numbers and influence,
The young people of Methodism will be
interested in knowing the progress of their
own church. The Methodist movement
began at Oxford with a few spiritually
minded students, among whom was John
Wesley, the recognized leader. The re-
vival of religion under Wesley and his
co-laborers is one of the notable
modern history. In the first fifty y
of the movement it included nearly 135,
000 members and 540 travelling preach
ers, or about 675,000 adherents in all. At
the close ef the nineteenth century what
do wesee? Twenty-six branches of Me-
thodism in the United States, Canada and
the Old Land, with a membership

close

t the close of

cighteenth
ahout
millions ;

two

close of




161,279, 50,000 ministers, and a total

numerical strength of about 35,000 500,
in all probability the largest denomina
tion in the knglish-speaking world. In
Canada there ar 280,000

alone, over

members, making a total numerical
1,400,000 souls, the

rightly

strength of about
largest denomination, we
claim, in the Dominion

may

Sunday School I'rogress.—The Sunday
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T'ract Societies.—Great has
good accomplished by the
circulation in myriads of copies of n
ligious tracts. The successful of
all the tract societies is the London Re
ligious Tract Society, founded at the
close of the last century and doing its
work in this. The work of the
Nociety extends beyond the circulation
of tracts. The publication of books and
periodicals was introduced and millions

Religious
been  tie

most

best

school with its beneficent work among
the children has at
tained its great ™"
growth and wide
ad fluence in ¥
nineteenth  cen
tury While there
are records of Sunday 3 g
school instruction in s

the Jewish and early
Christian church and
in later
Robert

Glouces ter,

times, yet

Raikes, of
England,
is the virtual founder
of the

modern Sun

system in
Wesley and his
workers adopted the
system, and Method
ism  became histori
eally connected with
both the initiation
and development of
this modern religious
Sunday
schools rapidly multi
plied  notwithstand
ing much opposition
Note the
In 17 female
teachers were employ
ed to instruct a few
1827,
the number of schol
enrolled throughout the world was
1,350,000, TIn 1851 the number had in
creased to six millions, In 1880 that
number had reached over fifteen millions,
And in 1899 over twenty-five millions of
scholars and over two millions of teach
ers constitute the mighty army for God
and the truth among the Sunday-schools
of Christendom, This is undoubtedly one
of the most potent influences for good
which this century bequeaths to the next,
Rible Religious literature
almost knee deep has been scattered in
the hundred years Just closing.  The
Bible especially has been circulated in
enormous quantities through the in
strumentality chiefly of Bible Societie
Work of this kind has been done b or
this century, but the greatest institution
for the circulation of the Bible through
out the world was organized in 1807 in
London, and called the British and
Foreign Bible Society. It has not only
circulated the Bible in English but has
aided the publication of the Seriptures
in many lands and many tongues,
During the nineteenth century
000,000 copies of the Bible have been
printed by seventy-three Bible Societies,
The Bible is now translated into at least
381 languages, and over fifty versions
have been added during the last six or
seven years. The Gospel is printed in a
sufficient number of languages to-day so
as to be read by threefourths of the
world’s population.

university

progress !

1 four

scholars.  In

Nocieties,

280,
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Mr. George Williams, now Sir ( rge
Williams, born in England in 1821,
Going to London to push his fortune, he
saw that the temptations for voung men
to drink, gamble, and ruin body and soul
were very great. He, with other kindred
spirits, organized a society in 1844 “for
the improvement of the ‘spiritual condi
tion of young men,” which resulted finally
in the establishment of these worthy
associations like trees of life in almost

MONUMENT AND CEMETERY, NATIONAL SOLDIERS' HOME, DAYTON, OHIO.

of copies of the safest literature has been
issued to bless the youth of the Christian
world. The Religious Tract § iciety
publishes or aids the publication of
tracts, books-and periodicals in nearly
two hundred languages and dialects, and
its total circulation in all languages i
thirty-three thousand millions. Thus it
seems that in the nineteenth century the
heavens have opened and scattered their
celestial messages to all mankind.

Salvation  Army.— The ey listic
movement known as ““The Salvation
Army " took its rise towards the close of
the present century. 1878 was the year
which stamped the movement with its
definite character. Founded by Rey.
W, Booth, a minister of the W eyan
Church in England, it has gone into all
English-speaking lands, and into many
foreign countries with its proclamation
of “free salvation ” to all, and especially
to the lowest society. Its
social schemes, as the army workshops
and army farms, have rescued many a
one back to good citizenship.  Millions
in all parts of the world can testify to
the immense good ac implished by
this latest organization for the evangeli
zation of the masses

Young Men's Chvistian Associations,—
The growth during the last half centur A
both in numbers and in moral influence
of Young Men’s Christian Associations,
is a marked religious feature of the times.
The originator of these associations was

classes of

every part of the world. In December,
1851, the first Young Men’s Christian
Association was established in Montre. al,
Canada, and later in the same month,
the first in the United States in the city
of Boston.  Associations since then have
multiplied, not only in Great Britain and
North America, but in Holland, Belgium,
Germany, France, Italy, Algiers, Alex
andria, Beyrout, Syria, and Constanti
nople, India, Australia, South Africa,
China, and Japan ; and there are, it is
estimated, a million young men who are
thus “ bound together in ablessed brother-
hood to toil in the service of the Divine
Master for their own spiritual welfare
and that of their fellowmen,” The
formation of similar associations for
young women, railroad men, and college
students are a later development of th
splendid movement.

Young Peoples' Organizations.—1In the
last twenty years of this century has
originated one of the greatest r igious

movements of modern times— Young [
ples’ Societies. The first distinctive

organization owes its origin to Rev.
Francis E. Clark, D.D., of Williston
Church, Portland, Maine. On February
2nd, 1881, Dr. Clark formed in his own
study the first Young People’s Society of
Christian  Endeavor, the membership
being forty-eight. The first convention
was held in June, 1882, when only six
societies were recorded. Now Christian
Endeavor Societies have been organized
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In almost every country in the d
The societies have increased in 1899 from
one to 53,813, the membership from 48
to 3,350,000. During the first fiftee !
years of the Christian Endeavor move
ment ten million Endeavor meetings have
been held.  Five million copies of t
constitution have been printed in fort
different languages, and at least fifteen
million copies of the pled More than
one million associate members have joir ed
the Chureli, and more than two n n
dollar e been given to denominati
cause

I'he Epworth League was forn
organized at Cleveland, Ohio, in ]88
but as early as 2 effort was made to

organiz+ the young people of Methodism

tor Christian culture and service I
1889 the Epworth League was introduced
nto Canada, and received its first oflicia
recognition here by Methodist legisla
tion. The membership of the Epworth

League on the American continent is now
This gre

army of young people of Methodisin

ganized for the promotion of persona
piety, intellectual culture, and Christian
work among them is one of the great
forces in the Church, for the development
of spiritual life, and Christian activity
There are also the Wesley Guild in Eng

considerably over 2,000,000

land, the Brother
hood of St. Andrew
in the Episcopal
Church of the Uni

ted States, the Bap
tist Young Peoples
of America,
the Westminster
League of the Pres
byterian Church of
the United ites,
the Luther League of
the Lutheran Church
all endeavoring to
inculeate the spirit
of Christ among the
youth, to make them
useful in the church,
and them
forth into the world
as trained and worthy
representatives of
their Lord,

Thus, as the mag
nificent progress
Christianity in
its various depart-
ments, in its many
sided influences, in
its series of benefi-
cent blessings, is con
templated  through
the past hundred
years, the heart of
humanity may well
be thankful, and con
gratulate itself in the
fact that the world moves through the
gates of the Twentieth Ce ntury inspired
with the religious spirit, and nirf: the
leaven of the kingdom of God implanted
in it that shall surely win its way to
conquest and dominion

Hamilton, Ont

Union

to send

Ir a man cannot be a Christian in the
place where he is, he cannot be a Christ
ian any place.— Henry Ward Beecher
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THE SOLDIERS'
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A:i‘\\ hours )
recently
f t wtional Soldier
Home, ar o n Sam pr
eterar | \ wtif I
vlew miles from t) I
et n 1
y 1 LI v
pleasur It v dar
ere | led h f \
I'here are aliou re of large
n evoted t \ purg
I'wo e ar
whi i lorm r
it 1 wry, hospita
! t th d old
ive here at the expense of the
ment.  They are provided wi
1t quarters, good food in abundan
ity, and have absolutely |
lo.  During the summer days they sit
inder the trees, smoke their | wnd
talk over the battles of the « War
Every afternoon and evening a splendid
military band provides fine music « n the
lawn especially for their enjoyment
Surely these men must be b A\ppy in such

surroundings, is the thought that natur
We are sur
prised to be informed that very many of
them are discontented and are continual
ly finding fault The explanation of
this is found in the fact that they have
no employment

duces to happiness.

ally comes to one's mind

Idleness never con
If these men could
be given some light work they would be
healthier and more contented

Those who suppose that the acme of

human delight is to be

secured by having
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CONCERNING CHRISTMAS GIF1'S.

THI‘ “ ~\ y “ \ 4 v

I i .
hou } f the head p
i W vl |
neer n W ll
\ 1] f rd
nd not enou I pivit of the
lay I ' I ANt
ng t to th I v
s tor e fr t t wsy to
n ng a posi 1
reason t ' v
1 e { danger in t
the present time I
the gift This reflection sh gl
vnote of our We know of a
lady who has the habit of making with
her own hands every one of the gifts she
lispes to her rel es and friends at
the  holiday time Nothing that she
gives is ¢ but it v veritable ex
position of her love, and those who be ong
to the happy number whom it is her
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annual custom to remember, prize the
little things she sends them as though
they were worth their weight in
from a sentimental standpoint, they are.
The example of this lady is well worth
Imitating.  Our gifts should be the out
ward expression of an
Little need be given fo
custom appears to demand it

glorify the h offering
violence to the spirit of the

gold, as,

mood

inward
ally, «

1hlest
season when
we join the procession of those who give
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without affection, simply because it is the THE HORSE. thing to see a fine horse covered with
fashion foam, standing before a hotel door ex
Perhaps it will profit us a re if we HE EDITOR posed to the cold without the slightest
endeavor te 1 I 1 mif covering, while the fast young man is
cance of the N e us en inside enjoying himself
hrine in our "t ! ) f the Nl»l\\lln\x ANDING all that What is known as the overhead check
great gift wl i Father made to the been  said wout the horseles rein is perhaps the most common form of
world on th nderful Christn L it not atall 1 that the cruelty to horse I'he animal’s head i
morning, N re, let us receive i hor will t of gen use for forced into an unnatural and constrained
ur live Christ, that He may « many generations to come,  Most peaple ion, which lessens his power for use
with | the whole year, enno W t prefer to handle the rei fulness, and causes the me ute pair
bling 1 us for the enjoyment over a spirited pair of thoroughbreds to One only has to see horses tossing their
of the ntry. Thus we may n in ' wtomobile, which — heads incessantly, and champing their
rea he supreme lesson of the
Chir eason is  unselfishness,—a
i re to d mething that will "
her lives, even as the dear d |
has blessed our Central Christian Ad- |
p |

CHRISTMAS TO-NIGHT

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to ‘
night

Christmas in lands of the fir-tree and pine,

Christmas in lands of the palm-tree and
vine,

Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn
and white,

Christmas where cornfields lie sunnyjand
bright

Christmas where children are hopeful and
gay,

Christmas where old men are patient and
gray,

Christmas where peace, like a dove in his
flight,

Broods o’er brave men in the thick of the
fight

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to
night

For the Christ-child who
Master of all

No palace too great and no o too
small

The angels who welcome him sing from
the height,

In the *City of David
might

Everywkere, everywhere,
night

a king in his

Christmas to-

Then let every heart keep its Christmas
within,

Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s hatred of
sin,

Christ’s care for the weakest, Christ's
courage for right, »

Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s
love of the light

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to.

night. THOROUGH BRED
Philips Brooks

From a Painting by H. Hard,

is liable at any moment to get out of bits to be convinced of the inhumanity of
rs  the high check

For some years fashion has sanctioned
y any domestic animal ministers the wicious practice of docking horses
8o much to the comfort and convenience  tails, which, in itself, is a most cruel
1. of man as the horse, and no dumb crea-  operation, and deprives them of the means

order and leave the unlucky passeng
to trudge their way home on foot
Seares

I is said of one who was perhaps the
most eloquent pulpit orator of his day
that he once remarked if he had ever won
a soul for Christ he was not aware

Surely one of the saddest thoughts that

can come to us in this world is, that we
must, after having passed through God's
great field of humanity, stand before the
“Judge of all the earth empty-handed
not a single sheaf gathered for Christ
as the result of all our labors |

ture exhibits a greater degree of intel
ligence.  What a shame it is that he is so
often treated with cruelty and neglect!

The average young man who hires a rig
from the livery knows very little how to
treat the noble animal that he drives,
and cares less, It is not an infrequent

of driving off flies and other troublesome
insects. So far from improving the ap
pearance the mutilation is a real disfigure
ment,

It is a pleasure to note that the in
fluence of Queen Victoria is to be used
against the practice of docking, which
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will probably lead English
society very shortly

The horse deserves the
at the hands of those
fully serves,

fashionable
to frown upon it
best of treatment
whom he so faith

WE SPEAK FOR THOSE
WHO CANNOT SPEAK
FOR THEMSELVES,

BY A LEAGUER.

I had been raining, and

not as “dark as Egypt,”
it was truly as dark as the
streets of a certain little town,

W

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

a Humane twist, and |
singing

found myself

he morning light is breaking,
The darkness disappears,
Humanity is waking

And peace on earth appears ;
For lo, the days are ha

By prophet hards foretold
When with the reign of kindness
Shall come the age of gold

W\ I wonder
«\  would do f

I whatever  they
w a Seripture lesson,
and in desperation thought per.
haps the literary Vice President
would fall back upon the 23rd

Psalm.  Just then, however, 1
/,J discovered that I was sitting

/  upon a leaflet, and we all bey
4 I

to read responsively some pas

set among the hills, are ever
supposed to be. What mat-
ter this though, when you
really want to go to a meeting, and we
did want to go,

The first breeze had been an announce
ment from the pulpit of a “ League
Humane Evening.” " Then the children
came  home  from Sunday-school  all
wrought up over a special invitation
which they had had, to go and ““hear all
about cats and dogs, and horses at the
League on Monday night.” This proved
to be a veritable cyclone, and it stirred
the whole family. " We turned out en
masse.  Lots of other folk were there
ahead of us, and a goodly number came
in afterward, so that [ got at the very
start quite an impression of the  aljve.
ness ” of our Church League. As T went
in the door, some one handed me a leaf
let on the Treatment of Animals, and
before T had read very far, T concluded
that either that leaflet wasn't orthodox
or I was heterodox,

The platform was decorated with
flowers, but 1 fancy you'll be more in-
terested in the large blackboard motto,
and the printed songs :

He prayeth well, who loveth well,
oth man and bird and heast,
He prayeth hest who loveth best,
All things hoth great and small,
For the dear Lord who lovetl us,
He made and loveth all.—Coleridye,

This was the wmessage that faced us
from the blackboard, and over a neigh-
boring easel were thrown sheets of brown
paper  with hand painted songs upon

them.  You need’nt mind laughing over
this home-made work, for it was not only
distinet and artis but vastly more
conducive to hear singing, than the

regular song bhook Our opening hymn
was familiar, but some one had given it

THE HORSE UNDER TORTURE

sages that were said to be from the Bible,
but I declare, I never saw them in mine.
Forexample, A righteous man regardeth
the life of his beast.” “Thoy shalt not
muzzle the ox when he treadeth

out

AN AMBITIOUS
COACHMAN'S
SHOW.OFF.

corn.”  “ Hae shall be Judged
without mercy who hath
shown no mercy.” And, oh,
a number more, all along the
same line. The usual paper
proved to be very unusual,
Horsesand  dogs “and sheep
and even those ul:trusi\vl_\' el
pestilent flies, rose up and | vy
faced us, and just as I was
getting ready to defend my-
self, by declaring that there
was a good deal of sentiment about all
this talk, I found myself in the presence
of Cardinal Richelien and his cats, of
Sir Walter Scott and his dogs, and, worst
of all, of Daniel Webster and his cattle.

$63
I just could'nt say that these men were
sentiment dists, and so I sort of reserved
judgment, and wondered what next
what was a discussion *
wonderment.  Horses
1 as the first text, where upon
old and young men arose and preached
sermons that

A diseussion *

met  my were

were anything but sooth
of the
Ating room,
admitted to a tail doctoring
operation, but when

ing.  One honorary ~ member

League got as far as the of
and we were
behind

me shuddered, I quite grimly said (to my
self, of course) *it i not s bad for you
as for the horse though

really warming to the

You see I was
vceasion, and as
member after member of the League rose
and proved that checks and drivers and
ed revising every bit of me
swelled into a truly Methodistic “Amen !

whips ne

Indeed, when the (quartette sang “Ring

the Bells of Mercy,” I felt as though I
would rather help ring those bells, than
be mayor of a certain town I know.
After a time 1 began to suspect that the
neat little tales and facts and pleas for
abused dogs and cats and over-crowded
cattle and sheep trains, were not spon
taneous combustion, but before I could
settle this point, some one began to
tangle up my fishing tackle, and the air
seeame full of birds and wings, and then
a woman read a real startling item, called
“The Canadian Humane Law.” I tell
you it was full enough to give even some
of we proper old Methodists a turn,
After that, well, we were'nt a bit sleepy,
and T am sure we werent out of
material, but the clock looked severe,
and so we reluctantly separatedd,

People said it was a “Capital Even-
ing,"and one of the best things the
L
curious enough to ask where it all
came from

“ Where did you get fuel enough
for such a blaze ! | queried ; and
if you'll believe me, the answer

gue had ever done, but 1 was

was merely, a laconic

cents, and
to, Office of
'ty

A HUMANE DRIVER'S HORS:S.

[The above refers to a larg
pages, full of interesting infor
mane subjects, whic
dress for 2
for more than
League. — En. |

book of 220
wtion on hy
h will be sent to any ad
It will supply material
ne profitable evening in the

cents
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A Christmas Carol.

There's a song in the air!
There's a star in the sky !
There's a mother's deep prayer
And a baby's low ¢
And the star rains its
tiful sing,
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a
king.

while the Beau-

There’s a tumult of joy
O'er the wonderful birth,
For the virgin's sweet hoy
Is the Lord of the earth !
Ay ! the star rains its fire and the Beau-
tiful sing,
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a
king !

In the light of that star
Lie the ages impearled ;
And that song from afar
Has swept over the world.
Every hearth is aflame, and the Beautiful

sing,
In the homes of the nations, that Jesus
is King.

We rejoice in the light,
And we echo the song
That comes down through the night
From the heavenly throng.
Ay ! we shout to the lovely evangel they
bring,
And we greet in His eradle our Saviour
and King!
—J. G. Holland.

The Incarnation,
BY REV, W, GEO, 1, McALISTER, B, A,

The world's heroes are no longer the
Napoleons and Cwsars either of war or
finance,

In the newer, better classification
of human aflairs, the heroes are the
donors, inventors, educators, missionaries,
philanthropists, or those who live, some-
times thorn erowned, but live that better
things may come.

Itis the spirit of the Galilean that
seeks to save ; that moves in compassion

" toward those who miss the mark ; that
comes where those are who have been
wounded and left half dead.

It is the essence of the Galilean's dis-
position to be sensitive to the cry for
Justice and merey ; to listen to the yearn-
ing pleading of men who lift up their
voices, though the tongue be aa unknown
tongue, for the rights of brotherhood, in
the human family.

To some minds the incarnation of
Jesus is perplexing. Here and there
some one rises up and announces in a
tone that savors of a discovery that the
incarnation is mysterious, True, without
controversy such a pronunciamento is,
but not new. To the apostles of the
primitive  church  who constantly

preached, taught, and wrote of the

“mystery of godliness,” belongs the credit
of the first declaration, *God was mani
fest in the flesh.”

Most things in this world are as
1ysterious as the inearnation,

The matter, forces, aflinities, motion,
and laws of the phenomena around us,
and of which we ourselves are a part, are
unfathomed

The last analysis is undetermined. So
the incarnation is not, in comparison, an
isolated fact,

The meaning of the incarnation is
love. Love solves the doctrine and ex-
plains the fact. Christ’s descent to these
lower depths was for friendship's sake, for
love's s What the world calls the
“ practical " or * practicable,” finds no
place in the incarnation. Christ's life
was the “impracticable,” *impolitic”
life.  What he taught, did, and thought
was the reverse of worldly teaching,
doing, and thinking.

“I'he world by wisdom knew not God,”
The world by wisdom knew of asceticism,
ease, pleasure, fame, pomp and power,
patronage and learning. The birds of
the air had nests but the Son of Man
had not where to lay his head, nor
enough of the current coin of the day to
meet the the demand of the tax gatherer.
Amidst  fierce, unbridled ambitions,
Jesus made himself of no reputation,

Working cures daily, that would have,
after the manner of men, made him im-
mortal as a peerless physician, his in-
struction was, “See thou tell no man!”

titud
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irradiates the Golden Parable, the Para
ble of the Prodigal, is the father's love.
The incarnation was the tangible ex
pression of the All-Father's love. * God
s0 loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son,”

Conjugal affection, filial love, friend-
ship’s sincere devotion, in all their per
fection are rays from the incarnation.

The incarnation is a word big with
meaning, and full of prophecy. The
warriors are to be tipstaffs of an inter
national police if necessary. Perhaps we
are now in the red morning dawn of
that peaceful day, and God is honoring
China after her centurial sleep as the
land of the morning. The armies of
Europe, Asin and America are now do-
ing police or patrol duty in China. In
stead of the fiendish atrocities of the
Turk, which have stained the pages of
European history, let us hope the peace
patrol of the Christian nations, carrying
the cross, the banner of the Prince of
Peace, great David’s greater Son, will
prevent by their presence and confeder-
ate power, the re-enactment of scenes
too horrible to chronicle.

All hail the Incarnation !

Watford, Ont.

A Merry Christmas.
What makes a Merry Christmas ?
Feasting, gifts, the love of friends, a com-
placent view of past success, a comfort-

Surrounded by the acclaiming
demanding that He become a king,
Christ eluded them, and proceeded to
the desert. The best life of the inter-
vening centuries is the life which has the
most incarnation life, Hence it is the
brightest spots of earth are lighted with
the life of Him who was the Light of
the World. The flashes of incarnation
glory in dark ages, in the habitations of
cruelty, make the surrounding gloom
more dismal.

“Ye are the light of the world,” shin-
ing with a borrowed light, the incarna-
tion light.

“In Him was life and the /ifs was the
light of men.” In politics the life that
says: “I would rather be right, than
President of the United States,” flashes
incarnation splendor.

In statesmanship, the voice that pro-
claims : “I know that the Lord is always
on the side of the right, but it is my
constant anxiety and prayer that I and
this nation should be on the Lord’s side,”
proclaims the teaching of the incarnation,

In the missionary field, the Careys,
Judsons, Cokes, and McDougalls, ex-
hibit the lustre of the incarnation. The
white wards of hospitals, with the soft
steps of nurses, are monumental tributes
to the love which illumes Bethlehem.

Mother’s love may have suffered less
in the fall than all else of our humanity.
We spell her love, .nd God's love, with
the same letters, and give thanks. “As
one whom his mother comforteth co will
1 comfort you.”

Those who say, Amen ! and Amen! to
the affirmative that the world has not
heard half enough of mother’s love, plead
guilty to the non-recognition of father's
love.  Father’s love needs much emphas-
izing in loveless hearts. The light which

able prospect for the future, a pleasant
home, the circle all unbroken that gathers
around the fireside ! Is our joy in exter-
nals? Are we merry hecause misfortune
and change have delayed their coming?
Because we still have a firm grip upon
earthly life and are able to hold unshaken
the gifts that God has put into our tem-
porary keeping ! Then “let us eat, drink
and be merry ” while we may, for the chill
touch of sure disillusion is over all. Earth-
ly joys may multiply fora term, but in
every life the time is swiftly coming when
temporal blessings shall drop away as they
came and, if these are the foundation of
our joy, we shall be impoverished indeed.

Christ’s mission was to cause men to
look up ; to take stock of their eternal
possessions as sons of God ; to rejoice in
an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled,
and that fadeth not away. To the one
who has received the Spirit of the divine
Master, life grows richer and happiness
more tangible and real as the years take
their flight and the soul becomes disen-
tangled of its earthly trappings. At this
Christmas time, let us truly honor the
birthday of our Friend and Liberator by
opening our hearts wide to receive Him
who gives greater expanse to the reach of
human life, to lift men upward so that
they could command wider horizons of
activity, and to reveal possibilities of
deeper and more abiding happiness than
the soul could otherwise have known,—
Rev. Alfred H. Henry.

Beaiy by denying yourself, and by-and-
by you Jorget yourself. The kindness
which was at first just a duty becomes a
pleasure and a joy. Self-denial becomes
glorified into self-forgetfulness.— Brooke
Herford.
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It was His Business.

What one man, who searcely ever had
the privilege of addressing a large audi
ence, could do for Christ is illustrated in
the case of John Vassar, the book agent,

It is related of him that on one occa.
sion he stepped into the parlor of what
was then the most prominent hotel of
New York city. A young woman of
fashion was waiting there to meet her
husband with whom she had an appoint-
ment. Though a stranger, John Vassar
spoke to her so kindly and wisely that
she was profoundly moved. The oid man
passed on and left her forever, Her hus.
band came in a moment later and found
her in tears. He asked the cause of her
agitation. She replied, “ There has been
the strangest old man you ever saw in
here talking to me about my soul.” Her
husband said, “ Why did you not tell the
old fool to mind his own business 1" She
replied, “O husband, if you had been
here you would have thought it was his
business.”

A man who is dead in earnest cannot
fail to make an impression for good, if
his zeal is governed by common sense, as
it was in the case of John Vassar.

Fishing Without Bait.

He sat on a log by the river-side,
patiently at first, and then, as one after
another of his fellow-fishermen pulled up
a_‘“pounder,” his impatience captured
him, and out came line and hook with a
vigorous jerk and a feeling of disgust.
Then a man over on a rock remarked :
“You can't catch fish without bait.”

Sure enough, his hook was bare, the
sharp jagged point standing out warn-
ingly to any fish that became too familiar,
The trouble was, he had lost his bait !
Fifteen minutes before he had spent quite
a time artistically adjusting a morsel on
his hook, and, with high hopes and great
faith, cast it into the water. Fora while
his cork bobbed surprisingly. In truth,
there were several hungry fellows nib-
bling away at the other end. But then
they nibbled all the bait away without
accommodating the man on the bank,
Then, after the last fragment had been
stripped off, they deserted it entirely.
Fish soon find out that a hook is bare, A
good fisherman will occasionally lift his
hook from the water just to see how the
bait is getting along, .

A young man entered the ministry. He
was to be a fisher of men; he was to
catch men for Christ, and it must be said
that he started well. His spirit was
genuine ; his hook was well baited with
the gospel—a splendid gospel —and when
he settled himself after his first confer-
ence, he faithfully cast a line. Many a

poor fellow came near him, and actually
tasted of his bait, but you know fish do
not swallow a hook immediately. He
had not fished half the year before even
the nibbling ceased, and he sat discon-
solately among his people.

He did not
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know that his bait was gone, He won
dered how the Baptist fisher caught such
fine fellows ; and the Presbyterian angler
had quite a bunch, while he did nothing
but patiently wait.

The trouble was, he failed to keep his
hook Laited.  In some manner either in
his study or among his people—he had
lost the Spirit. That was the sole difhi
culty.  He did not think to examine his
hook ; he failed to understand that it
took *“ watching and praying ” to succeed,
Asa consequence, he failed. How easi y
can one lose the Spirit! Let it be
cast for any time among the children
of the world, and, unless there be a
guardian care, it wili be taken away,

It will pay any “fisher of men " to
occasionally ~examine his hook. -Ep
worth Herald,

Example of Andrew,

More than any of the apostles besides,
Andrew is credited with introducing
others to Jesus. “ And he brought him
to Jesus " is the model which remains in
all evangelistic work, admirable still, To
talk to an inquiring soul is one thing ;
that perhaps Andrew could not do, To
bring him to Jesus is quite another ;
that certainly Andrew did, So also in
an after scene. Andrew brings to the
Lord the boy with the loaves und fishes,
and later yet, the Greeks who * would
see Jesus.”

A fine trait in Andrew’s course is that
he did good work before he had been
formally set apart as an apostle. Weeks
and even months intervened between
the time when Jesus first invited Andrew
to his home, and the final and decisive
call to follow him. In the interval our
Lord worked his first miracle, travelled
to Jerusalem, had his memorable inter-
view with Nicodemus and conversation
with the woman of Samaria, spent the
Sabbath in Nazareth, which broke off
8o abruptly with the attack on his life,
and then came down to Capernaum,
where he found these first disciples fish-
ing.  All this time Andrew was follow-
ing his vocation rather than dreaming
of his desting. But already he had
found his own brother and brought him
to Jesus. And no doubt he had done
much more of the same sort.— Preshy
terian Review.

A Business of Winning Souls.

During the revival there cannot be too
much wise work done outside of publie
meetings—the house-to-house visitations,
business place invitations, the planting
of the good seed and scattering the revival
spirit among all classes of people.  This
is important if the church expects to
make a business of winning souls to God,
To win souls we must work as though we
felt it the greatest business God ever put
into the hands of men, Many shrink
from his personal work. Those whose
words and influence would be most effec-
tive are often most reluctant to do it.
The pastor may meet his personal workers
and give them training how they should
go about this work. Many happy sug.
gestions about soul-winning can thus be
given by the pastor. The true general
must consult his staff. 1t is well for the
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Pastor to suggest to not argue with the
unrepenting. It is safe to exhort, and
even urge, them to Ix e Christians,
and to quote seripture answer objee-
tions, but, as far as possible, avoid argu
ment.  Argument has its place, but this
15 not the best time. He should urge
personal workers to be kind under all
circumstances. It is well to inquire
whether one has any objection to talk
about his soul and its eternal interests.
The pastor should plan to equip  his
workers with certain strong passages of
seripture. There is nothing like the plain
Word of God to stir up the rebelling
heart. It is one office of the Holy Spirit
to convict through the presented Word,
Have passages committed to memory,
and know where to find them Have
your Bible with you, and ask the uncon-
verted to turn to the seripture and read
for himself, then you emphasize its great
truth and apply. = Rev. W, W, ( arlton,

Too Much to Do?

Now and then a Christian drops out of
the ranks and sits under the Jjuniper-
tree to give vent to the remarkable com-
plaint that there is too much to do ! Who
ever heard of a farmer complaining that
his fields were too large and that the field
that waited the sickle was too fruitful 1
“Ah! but a large harvest means a large
return to him,” you say, My brother, is
that less true of the Lord’s work and
workers ! If you and i valued souls as
we ought to value them, if we believed
the promises of God as it is our privilege
to believe them, our hearts would beat
with joyful enthusiasm when we looked
on the field already white unto the
harvest.— Lookout,

Awake !

While the theologians are philosophiz-
ing and philosodozing, sinners are going
down to hell, Oh, reader, let us awake |
Awake ! The time for work will soon be
over ! The time for rescue will soon be
past ! Loved ones will be forever lost if
we do not do our duty ! They will be be-
yond rescue, beyond the life-line or life-
boat ! God help us to come up to our
privilege and duty and shine forth as true
lights in the world, holding forth the
promise of eternal life, exhorting and
warning with all lonu-nuﬂ'ering with the
sinner, ‘‘ that he come and be reconciled
to God."— Rev, L. Thomas.

Man-to-Man Effort,

We need to return to the common-
sense methods of the gospel. We haye
reversed Christ's order, He sayy “Go "
we say “Come.” Jesus was an itinerant
preacher, a way-side preacher., He didn’
g0 to the meeting-house and wait ‘or the
people to come to him at regular inter.
vals. He went after them. He did not
wait for the crowd to assemble, He be-
gan preaching, just as it happened, to the
fow or many, and then the multitudes
followed him, If every Christian church
could enlist ten per cent. of its members
in active, honest, spiritual work for the
salvation of souls, we should have such a
revival of the work of (iod as has never
been witnessed.— C'hrigtian Uplook,
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Great Missionaries.

REV. JAMES EVANS.

In the honor roll of truly great mis
sionaries, the name of Rev. James Evans
deserves prominent place.  In heroism,
in energy, and in devotion to his work he
way the peer of almost any man who ever
labored in the missson field. Our young
people are to be n-nngrulululw_l upon
having the opportunity of reading the
intensely interesting biography of Mr.
Evans, which this year forms part of the
Epworth League reading course. They
will find it full of information
concerning our Indian missionary
wi

James Evans was born in Eng

land in 1801, and may therefore
be regarded as a nineteenth cen-
tury heroin the field of Christian
achievement. He was converted
under the ministry of Gideon
Ouseley, and at once began to
work for Christ, teaching in the
Sunday-school and preaching in
the towns and villages.

After several years he removed
to Canada with his father and
mother, and settled in the prov
ince of Quebec, where he taught
school, X

His work among the Indians
commenced at Rice Lake, under
the direction of Rev. William
Case. Mr. Evans entered the
ministry, but continued to work
among the Indians, In 1838 he
was appointed to missionary work
in the Lake Superior region, and
made the dangerous journey in an
open row boat. Here he did
faithful work until, a request
having come from the Hudson’s
Bay Company to the English
Waesleyan Society, he was ap
pointed to go to the far north,
where anew mission at Norway House was
opened.  His labors here were crowned
with great success. A large number of
pagan Indians renounced heathenism, and
not only accepted Christianity, but also
came into many of the benefits of civil-
ization,

Mr. Evans had a splendid dog-train,
and made numerous and rapid journeys
over the country, preaching the Gouwpel
everywhere. In a letter which he wrote
to his aged father and mother he says :
“You may wonder why I wander about
our vast wilderness, and I can assure you
T am not less a subject of astonishment
to myself. It is not from choice, for no
man loves ‘ home sweet home ' more than
myself. But why do I talk about
home ! T have n me—*a poor wayfaring
man’ and I must say, T thank God I can
say it

T lodge awhile in tents below,
And gladly wander to and fro,
And smile at toil and pain 1’

And why ! | feel an answer within me,
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Because, ‘woe is me, if I preach not the
Gospel."”

The name of James Evans will be
chiefly associated with the invention of
the famous syllabic characters by which
in a few lessons the uncultured Indians
were enabled to read the New Testament.
It was truly a wonderful discovery, which
has had a far-reaching influence upon
missionary work among the Indians as
they ean now be supplied with religious
literature in their own language. The
delight of the Indians themselves was
unhounded when they found that they
were able to read the Word of God.

Lord Dufferin said of these syllabic
characters : *“ What a blessing to hu-
manity that man was who invented this
alphabet. I profess to be a kind of liter-
ary man myself, and try to keep up my
reading of what is going on, but T never
heard of this before. The fact is, the
nation has given many a man a title and

REV. JAMES EVANS.

& pension, then a resting-place and a
monument in Westminster Abbey, who
never did half so much for his fellow-
creatures,”

We advise every one to get the Life of
James Evans, by Rev. E. R. Young, and
read it. The price of the volume is £1.25,
but the Reading Course which includes
this book can be secured for $2.00,

A Missionary Agency.

Tam inclined to think that in the divine
plan the Young People’'s movement was
destined to be ultimately, in the main, a
missionary agency, and I fear that young
people generally do not sufficiently realize
that this is true. You may say that our
work is wider than missions, for the Mis-
sionary Committee is only one of its
departments of work. To which the re-
ply is that a_proper concept of the mis-
sionary problem includes all that enters
into the cause of Christ upon earth, He
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was Himself a missionary, and the broad-

st and truest Christian cannot elaim to
be more nor other than a missionary.
When we speak of Christian missions
we mean Christianity, intensive and ex-
tensive, pure in its nature and universal
in its scope. Whether or not it be true,
as some elocutionists say, that the purest
tones of the human voice carry the
farthest, it is certain that that form of
Christianity is purest which goes most
speedily to the uttermost parts of the
earth. At first the young Christian feels
that his greatest need is nurture and
development of that principle of life that
is in him, and the gradual training of his
powers in Christ’s service. But when
the elementary stage is past he begins to
realize that he is called to a life that
takes no thought for self, but is spent
wholly for others. My fervent hope is
that the Young People’s Societies may
become less introspective, less self-cen-
tered, and more distinctively
missionary in their aims than
they have ever been.—Rev, ¢, §.
Clendinnen, S.T.L,

THE best answer to the flip-
pant objections to missions that
are so often urged by magazine
and newspaper writers, is such a
testimony as that given by Hon.
Charles Denby, United ~States
Minister to China from 1885 to
1898. He says: “T made a study
of missionary work in schools
and hospitals, its church services
and synods; I saw the mission-
aries also in their homes.” “In
the strongestlanguage that tongue
can utter” he commends their
work, and adds : “ When the full
truth about it is known, the cav-
iling, the sneering, the deprecia-
tion, will disappear, and they
will stand before the world as
the benefactors of the people.”

Dr. A. YaLr Massey, who is
in Chisambi, West Central A frica,
has sent home a box of curios.
In describing them he says:
“There are three slave shackles
—real slave shackles ; they have
done service. One was left here
at Chisambi a few months ago; it had
been worn during the night; and when
I got it, it was scarcely cold. A dealer
was on his way from the interior with a
caravan of “contract laborers,” which is
a legal term—really slaves; and on
reaching this part of the country, it being
8o thickly populated, and well stocked
with forts, escape was scarcely possible ;
hence the discarding of the shackle. Tt
is common to see them hanging on trees
by the path side, in many cases the
wearer having been released from the
cruelties of this world,

“There is also in the box a shackle for
the hands. T was unable to procure a
sample of the shackle for the mouth,
which seems to keep the wearer from
‘telling tales” There are knives made

of iron smelted by the natives, a native
axe, several war clubs, a couple of spears,
a bow and arrow, ivory finger rings, cop-
per anklers, snuffhoxes, charms of va-
rious descriptions and native musical
instrument.”
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YOUNG PEOPLE
Forward Movement for Missions

In charge of F. C. EPHENSON, M.D.,C M.,
Corresponding member of the Students’ Mission-
ary Campaign, 81 Czar Street, Toronto,

Neepawa District.

CAMPAIGN REPORT,

By the action of the financial district
meeting, Rev, Hiram Hull was appointed
to campaign the district in the interests
of the Young People’s Forward Movement
for Missions, The movement but requires
an introduction to the various Leagues to
to be enthusiastically endorsed. New
Leagues were formed at Clenburnie, with
Rev. G. Stoney as president, and at South-
wood, with Manson Doyle, B.A., as pre-
sident. At Franklin, where is already
good Union Society, a strong Mission Cir-
cle was organized to co-operate] with the
Leagues on the district. There are now
Leagues on all circuits in the district and
all Leagues are organized along Forward
Movement lines. At Gladstone, Arden
und Rapid City, there are Leagues at the
twelve appointments forming these cir-
cuits. There are 283 active and 190 associ-
ate s, making 473 bers on the
district. A total audience of 540 greeted
the campaigner, and at the close of the
meetings 250 people pledged ten cents a
month, making a total of $300 for the
district toward the Endicott fund, Sub
seriptions commence November 1st, and
in every case provision was made for a
prosecution of the canvass. At Neepawa
there is a large and well officered League,
from which great things may be expected,
At Minnedosa there has been in existence
for some time a tithing circle, from the
revenue of which there is not only money
enough to contribute £25 to the Endicott
fund, but also to assist materially in main-
taining the gospel in their own church.
Arden League has already secured a 812
library, which is eagerly read by the con-
gregation. Arrangements are being made
to organize and hold a convention to meet
Rev. James Endicott, who is to visit the
district

Personals.

Rev. Jas. EpiNcorr, B.A., B.D., of Kia-
ting, China, is visiting the Leagues of
the Manitoba Conference, which, in con
junction with the students of Wesley Col-
lege, Winnipeg, are supporting him,

Rev. B. C. Freemax and wife and fam-
ily left for their home at Skidegate,
Queen Charlotte Islands, on the 6th of
November. Brother Freeman visited a
number of Leagues on the Guelph Dis.
trist, and delivered a number of addresses
and sermons on behalf of the great cause
of missions to which he and his wife are
giving their lives.

Rev. W, J. StoNe, missionary to the
Indians, Nitenat, B.C., has made a tour
among the Leagues of the Goderich Dis-
trict. Brother Stone is very rnuclzh en-
couraged by the hearty reception he re-
ceived fNI{I the Leaguers. The tour
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was concluded by a convention, at which
the district resolved to greatly increase
their efforts to support Rev. Mr. Stone

We ar 1 to report that Rev. J, A
Jackson, M.D.C.M,, whose health
failed while he was a medical INissIonAry
at Bella Bel's, B.C., is now preaching at
Toronto Junction, having charge of Perth
Avenue Methodist Church.  Although
Dr. Jackson is not strong physically, yet
he is strong in faith.  The Lord has used
him in bringing into the kingdom twelye
souls since erence,

Rev. Hamrver H. Coates and Mrs
Coates have been holding missionary
meetings on the Pembroke District. The
Epworth Leaguers of Pembroke have un
dertaken to do what they can to support
Brother Coates on his return to Japan
If some other district will join with Pem
broke District, they could together fully
support Mr, Coates on the Prs Study
Give Plan.  Some Leaguers on Perth
and some on the Ottawa District are
talking about it,

Wk are glad to welcome our Brother
Dr. H. C. Barrie back from South Africa.
When he received a call to goas Y.M.C,
A. representative his name was before a
committee appointed to select missi ies
for China. As Dr. Barrie was so well
fitted for Africa, it was the Jjudgment of
all that he should go. His good work
with the first contingent has fully justified
his appointment. If he had been sent to
China, it is not likely that he could have
accomplished much during the past year.
We hope that he may yet be sent to Chi.
na as one of our missionaries.

Dr, AND Mrs. Rusn, who were mission-
aries at Lac-kal-zap, on the Naas River,
B.C,, but who were forced to give up the
work on account of Dr, Rush’s health
failing, are in Toronto. Dr. Rush has
consulted the best specialists in the Unit-
ed States and Canada. They agree that
he has overworked, and that he has rheu
matism. It will be some time before he
can be restored to his usual health, The
rheumatism affects Dr. Rush’s eyesight.
Although he is not blind, he cannot see to
read. He suffers severe pain in his eyes
and head,

Rev. Georce E. Harrweuy, B.A,
B.D., wife and family, of Chentu, China,
have arrived in Ontario, after their long
and tiresome journey of over 7,000 miles,
Mr. Hartwell should have a rest before
he takes the pulpit or platform to plead
the cause of China. The London District
Epworth League has kindly not requested
him to visit the Leagues of the district
before the Christmas holidays, Although
we are sure that Mr. Hartwell is anxious
to meet the London District Epworth
Leaguers, who have so faithfully prayed
for and supported him, yet he will appre-
ciate their kindness in allowing him a few
weeks to rest and visit his relatives after
having spent nine years in China‘

Rev. J. E. SANDERSON has prepared a
little book of missionary biographies, en-
titled “ Messengers of the Churches.” It
comprises interesting sketches of Carey,
Coke, Ousely, Martyn, Case, Morrison
and Williams, and will be ready at the
end of this month.

Published by our Book Room, at the
low price of 50 cents,

News Items.

Dr. W. H. Pagrk, a medical missionary
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
China, recently received from a wealthy
Chinaman five hundred dollars as a pledge

of his confidence in the missionaries and
their work

\ JAPANESE convert put on his door
every morning when he went out the fol

lowing notice : 1 am a Christian, and if
any one likes to go in and read my Good
Book while I am out, he may.",

A JarANESE statesman was asked why
he favored the spread of Christianity, ar
replied: “The Christian subjects of
Japan are conspicuous for orderly conduct
and faithful discharge of obligations.”

Pren Districr Epwortin Leacukrs
last year raised £300 toward the support
of Dr. Wrinch. This year they are aim
ing at 8400, We quote a sentence from
a letter sent to the League by the Mission-
ary Vice-President of the district : “ With
our financial undertakings may we not
forget to study and pray. Shall we not
sustain Dr. and Mrs. Wrinch, not merely
in private prayer, but also in the prayers
of our weekly meetings, that they may be
instrumental in leading many into the
glorious Gospel light.”

Tue missionary exhibit was one of the
interesting and ‘educational features of
the Chatham District Epworth League
Convention.  Everyone was interested.
The tables were lined with people eagerly
looking at articles which they had never
seen before. In addition to the curios
the executive had secured pictures of
missionaries, missionary stations and mis-
sion scenes. The executive highly recom-
mend a missionary exhibit at Epworth
League conventions, as it brings the mis-
sionaries and their work before the people
in a very real way. Dr. Stephenson, 81
Cazar St., Toronto, will furnish particulars
regarding the exhibits,

Husrmixevox Distrior Epworth League
Convention was a most successful one,
The Forward Movement of our Leagues
along Missionary lines had a full share of
the programme.  Although at the begin-
ning of the convention only two of the
Leagues on the district were orgauized
for the Forward Movement for Missions
the district officers hope as a result of
the interest aroused at the convention
that all the Leagues on the district will
take up the work, There are 285 Leaguers
throughout the district,  While they
cannot yet support a missionary they are
looking forward to uniting with another
district for the support of a representa-
tive in the mission field.

Tue Spirit of Missions (Episcopalian)
has this to say as to the Chinese Chris.
tians now passing through the fires of
persecution : “ The conduct of the native
Christians has been an inspiration to their
teachers, and should be an inspiration to
Christians everywhere, They have met
death without flinching giving their lives
for the faith as truly as did the martyrs
of the early days. ~“How many of them
have borne witness to the sustaining
Eow?r of our Lord may never be known,

ut their memory and their example may
ever be cherished in the China that is to
be.”
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BE STRONG.

Be strong !
We are not here to play, to dream, to

drift,
We have hard work to do, and loads to
lift,
Shun not the struggle—face it ; 'tis God's
gift.
Be strong '
Say not the days are evil, Who's to

blame !

And fold the hands and a quiesce —oh,
shani

Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God’s

Be strong !
It matters not how deep intrenched the
wrong,
How hard the battle goes, the day how
long ;
Faint not—fight on! To-morrow comes
the song.
Malthie D
Times.

Babeock, D.D., in 8. 8,

Did You Ever Think?—Did you ever
think how many people you could help and
bless in a single day if you would only set
yourself deliberately to trying ! There are
a thousand and one little things, the doing
of which would cost youno serious effort,
and would at the same time prove ser-
viceable to somebody else. The mere
habit of speaking a kind word a8 you pass
has great possibilities in it. We have
often seen a sad face brighten at the
sound of a cheery voice. There are some
wen whose very presence is an inspiration,
They carry a wholesome atmosphere with
them wherever they go. Contact with
them, though it be only brief and casual,
is a quickening force. And there are
other men whose influence is as depress
ing and disheartening as a drizzling day
or an east wind. To look at them is to
suffer a reduction of intellectual and
spiritual vigor,

*E e

Small Service, — Mrs. Ballington
Booth says that one day when she was
feeling keenly her failures and discourage-
ments, and wondering if she really was
worth anything in her Father's vineyard,
her little boy came in from a walk in the
city park, and, running up to her with
great delight, he put into her lap a little
handful of wilted chickweed. She picked
up the worthless weeds with a ery of
gratitude, and kissed the little hand
which had brought them to her, They
were in themselves of absolutely no ac-
count, but they were all the flowers he
had, and his loving thought and plan to
bring mamma his only bouquet lifted the
burden from her heart. *“ Ah!" she said,
“shall not my Father take my little ser-
vice, which oftentimes seems so worthless
and unavailing, and count it precious
because in my heart 1 longed t

» do great
and beautiful things for Him 1”
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How Power Comes. - Bishop Hay
good used to tell in his sarcastic way of
a certain preacher who wasted all his
time on trifles during the week, and
then got on his knees in the pulpit
when Sunday morning came and fairly

screamed for “power.” Such a prayer

15 of no more value than the mad rav-
ings of the priests of Baal on Mount
Carmel ~ The gift of spirit power is
never bestowed on any xeept in

accordance with the fixed laws of the
kingdom of heaven, It comes to those
who have prepared themselves to rec

iive
it, and to nobody else. To expect to get
1t in a grave emergency without previous
faithfulness and diligence is as foolish as
it would be for an indolent physician to
expect the supernatural impartation of
skill to deal with a disease which he has
neglected to study.—Nashville Christian
Adrvocate,

.

» ¥

The Cost of a Good Reputation.
A young man who had been active n
Christian work went to a distant city to
take a position. Some time afterward a
friend, calling on him, mentioned the
matter in the presence of some of his new
acquaintances!  The young man looked
annoyed, and when he and his friend
were alone, he said : “I did not intend
that these people should know about my
church work.

“lLam sure your record wasn’t one to
be ashamed of,” his friend rejoined.

*Oh, no,” was the rejoinder, *but I
did not want them to expect so much of

" The fact was that he had made up

me,

o
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his mind to lower the standard of his
Christian living, and did not want those
with whom he associated to expect any
thing better of him. There is a warning
in the incident. While it costs some.
thing to win a good reputation, it also
costs something to hold fast t, it. If
there ever comes a time when you feel
that you would a little rather those
around you didu’t know you professed to
be a Christian, you need to question your-
self closely as to the reason. Peter, who
denied his Lord, first sought to have it
appear that he belonged, not to the dis
ciples, but to the crowd.— Lookout.
. r e

* Did We Win ? " At the battle of
Spion Kop a British soldier had his left
eye carried away by a piece of a shell,
and his left upper jaw, Of course, he
could not speak, so, on being brought into
hospital, he made signs for writing mater
ials.  Pencil and paper were given to
him, and it was supposed that he want
ed to ask for something. He n ely
wrote, “ Did we win 1" Surely this was
sublime self. forgetfulness, and we would
do well to imitate it in our Christian
life and work, What we ought to desire
18, not ease and comfort, and riches and
position, and vietory for our pet fad and
party, but that we should all win the
highest victory— victory over sin and
selfishness, not merely individually, but
as a household, a nation, a Church.
Not “Did I get as much comfort and
happiness in life as pos: “Did 1
help the common cause of righteousness

did we win 1" —Quiver. )

e?”

Prominent

TwiN LEAGUERS.

2 have pleasure

this month in pre
senting the phe raph of a couple
of ladies who have heen intimately associ
ated with the Epworth League since its
organization in Canada, Mrs. Lucy M.
Smith, of Oakville, and Mrs. H. agee,
of Toronto, They were born in the same
home on the same day, and look so much
alike that even their friends will have to
look closely to distinguish one from an-
other in the above picture. They both
Jjoined the Methodist Church in Onkville,
when sixteen years of age, under the
pastorate of the late Rev. D. E. Brown-
ell, and at once became active in the work
of the chureh. Mrs, Smith, whose maiden

Com

League Workers. ‘

name was Lucy M. Ander-
son, has occupied a number
of important positions. For
five years she held offices
in local and county W.
C. T. U. organizations ; for
three years she was sta-
tistical secretary of Hal
ton county 8. 8. Associa-
tion ; for four years secre-
tary, and one year preside
of the Milton District Ep-
worth League ; and forthree
years missionary vice-pres.
1dent of the Hamilton Con-
ference League, which pos-
ition she still holds, She
has composed several ean.
tatas, chief among them
being ‘The Happiest Land,’
and ‘The finding of the
Holy Grail.” All her reports
and addresses at conven-
tions are presented in the choicest lang-
uage, embellished by the most beautiful
illustrations, and are always listened to
with the closest attention.

Her sister, Mary Helen Anderson, now |
wife of Rev. H. S. Magee, of Toronto,
has been equally energetic in the work
of the church. She was secretary of the
Oakville League for five years, and treas-
urer of the Milton District League for
one year. She was the first treasurer of
the Ontario Methodist Young People'’s
Association, and has also been secretary-
treasurer of the Halton Sunday-school
Association, ‘besides takin part in the
county work of the W.C.%ﬁl'.

e
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Front Seat Brigade.
to a hundred League members to pledge
themselves to stay to the after-meeting,
and to sit together in the pews right in

Get from fifty

front of the communion rail. This solid
phalanx of young people will soon result
in the pews behind filling up.

L R

The Pledge.—The more publie is the
signing of the pledge, the more likely it
is that the pledge will be kept. A pledge
that is signed in a hurry, in the bustle
succeeding the end of a meeting, will not
make so much impression as a pledge that
is signed in the presence of the whole
society and in the stillness of the meeting,
One excellent plan is for the members to
rise and sing some appropriate song while
the new member is signing the pledge.

LR O

Reading Circle Hour.—One of the
objections frequently urged against tak-
ing up the Kpworth League Reading
Course is, that it is very ditficult to secure
an evening for the Circle to meet. The
League of St. Paul Street Church, St.
Catharines, has solved this difficulty by
holding the meeting for literary study
immediately after the devotional service,
By commencing promptly at nine o'clock,
a clear hour can be secured, thus obviat-
ing the necessity of setting apart a sepa-
rate evening. .

* Where there's a will, there's a way.,”

L

The Prayer Meeeting.— Here is an
acrostic used by one prayer meeting
committee. They send a copy of it to
each prayer meeting leader one week be-
fore he leads the meeting :

Plan for your meeting beforehand

Read the Bible readings thoughtfully
Ask God's help earnestly
Young people enjoy si
Enter into the spirit
Render heart worship.

Make your meeting one of prayer.
End without waiting for pauses,

Expect good results,

Take up carefully one point of your subject.
Interest yourself in the success of your meeting
Nothing suceeeds without an effort,

God will bless you.

*xw

A Conversation Meeting. A con-
versation meeting, such as 7%e Christian
World reports, has proved a very helpful
and interesting novelty. The chairs are
arranged in semi-circular groups, a con-
venient number in each. A leader is
provided for each group.  After opening
exercises for the entire society, these
groups come close together as in a Sunday-
school class, and informally talk over the
subject. A great deal of the value of the
plan depends, of course, upon the tact,
skill and consecration of the leaders ;
but if they do their work well much will
be accomplisiied in the way of drawing
out the more timid members, and accus-
toming the more active members to reli-
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gious conversation. Such a meeting is
to be closed by exercises in which all the
members join, One of these exercises
should certainly be a chain prayer.

e

Ladies’ Visiting Day. The pastor
of a prominent church in the Toronto
Conference has arranged to have every
family in his congregation called upon
once each month by wmembers of the
Ladies’ Aid Society, who go out two by
two. The names of the families are sup-
plied by the pastor, and each couple are
expected to call upon about ten families,
They then report to the pastor
sickness, and the names strangers who
may have moved in. The day for this
visiting is announced from the pulpit
each month. It is not intended to be a
substitute for pastoral v isiting, but rather
a supplement to it,

cases of

L

An Imaginary Trip. A very plea
sant and profitable evening could be spent
under the auspices of the Literary De-
partment, by taking a trip across the
continent, with a view to interesting the
members in the great international Con
vention at San Franscisco next summer,
By going via the Canadian Pacific
Railway, and returning by another
road through the United States many
interesting points could be touched.
Stops should be made at Winnipeg,
Brandon, Calgary, Banff, Vancouver,
Victoria, on the way out, and at Salt
Lake City, Denver, Chicago, on the re.
turn. There is enoagh material in this
trip for two instructive programmes,

LR

A Christmas Plan, — A certain family
in New England has adopted an excel-
lent plan for making gifts received at
Christmas subserve a double purpose.
The impulse came first from hearing a
lecture on the inartistic effects of crowd.
ing too many articles into a single room,
but the motive broadened at length into
something quite altruistic. The plan in
general was to send to some less fortun.
ate family such articles already in use in
the household as were replaced by fresh
ones at the holiday season. Nothing was
sacrificed which "was really needed, or
which was sacred by reason of associa-
tions, but only such pieces of furniture
or adornment as otherwise would be
relegated to the attic or remain where
they were as superfluities. It was found
that several prettily decorated calendars
could be made serviceable again by re-
newing the dates, and a little thought
and “ingenuity reclaimed other articles,
But the best part of the scheme was the
opportunity it afforded to train the
children in unselfishness. They were
the recipients of lavish gifts from doting
relatives, but for each new doll, toy or
book thus received they were expected to
select an old one, in good condition, for
some less favored child. They were
taught in this practical way that blessings
of whatever sort are showered upon us
not to hoard but to share, and the true
spirit of Christmas was diffused in that
home as never before,— ongregation-
alist.

369

Bible Study. - Mr. N. M. Squire,
President of the Collingwood District
League, in his annual address de! vered
at the recent convention, thus empha
sized the importance of studying the
Bible: “One of the most necessary
changes on this district is that to make
the study of the Bible in our League
meetings the most important part of the
programme, and not simply have a paper
read by the leader, an essay gotten up for
that special night—practieally speaking
one or two leaguers, filling in a pro
gramme for the evening, and no studying
buing done or even attempted by the
other members, no discussions, no helps.
We require systematic Bible students as
active and ‘associate members of our
League, and in no way can this be so
successfully accomplished as in making
our week-night service a class for Bible
study, leaguers making the lesson their
study of God's Word through the week,
and in this way come prepared to help
each meeting. We can make our meet
ings so interesting that those who do not
profess to be followers of ‘the meek and

lowly Jesus, will become students of the
Books of Books, and thus be drawn into
the fold,”

LI

Practical Drill. ~Dr. Berry belioves
that District Epworth League Conven-
tions should consist very largely of prac-
tical drill on methods of work, and less
time devoted to mere generalization. We
most heartily agree with Lim in this. The
Round Table Conference,and the Question
Drawer should hwve a prominent place
on every convention programme, and
every delegate should be urged t> take
part.

*r e

Appoint a Reporter. It wasa good
convention. The attendance was large
and enthusiastic, but the general public
never knew anything about it, for not a
line of report appeared in the local
papers.  This was really a mistake that
should not be repeated. It always
helps our cause to let the people
know what we are doing.  One of the first
items of business at an Epworth League
Convention should be the appointment
of a reporter to send an account of the
proceedings to the newspapers.

LR

Study the Hymn Book. One of
our pastors, not long ago, asked the
members of his League to repeat one
verse of their favorite hymn at the conse-
cration meeting, expressly stipulating
that the selection should be made from
our Church Hymn Book. Nearly all
brought a verse and repeated it, making
the service a very interesting one, Those
who participated were, however, quite
surprised when the pastor informed them
that only a small proportion of the hymns
quoted from were in the Church F ymn
Book. Alittle more thorough acquaint-
ancs with this fine collection of hymns
would be good for us all, both young and
old. Ttis sad tosee it crowded out by
ephemeral productions of inferior quality.
An evening with the Hymn Book will be
found to be both enj wyable and profit-
able,
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Renew the Invitation.

This paper is conducted strictly on the
“invitation system.” It does not go
regularly to any one, except an invitation
has been extended, and this must be
renewed each year, as our business is
conducted on the cash in advance
principle.

Last year some of our subscribers were
quite surprised to find that their paper
was stopped, and some of them wrote to
the office to know the reason. The
simple explanation was that their sub-
seriptions had not been renewed, and the
names had been removed from the mail-
ing list.

We are very desirous of retaining all
our present readers and carrying them
over into the new year. The paper will
be better value than ever before, and
during the next six months will contain
features of special value. Hand your half
dollar to the corresponding secretary of
the League, or to the pastor, and you
will receive the Era regularly.

Renew ! Renew ! RENEW !

The Modern Theatre.

Not long ago we had a somewhat sug-
gestive conversation, on the train, with a
gentleman who, of his own accord opened
up the question of the modern theatre.
It was his opinion that the stage was
degenerating every year. He said that
he was connected with the Church of
England, and felt under no restraint in
regard to attending theatrical entertain-
ments, but every time he went lessened
his respect for those who thus catered to
the public.

A few weeks since he met a couple of
young ladies from the country, in Toronto,
and desiring to make their stay in the city
a pleasant one, proposed that a visit be
made to the theatre. As he was aware
that one of the girls was a Methodist, he
was not at all urgent about the matter.
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Knowing the rules of our church in
regard to theatre going he felt that he
was scarcely doing the right thing in
taking this young Methodist upon forbid-
den ground. She assured him, however,
that she was old enough to decide for
herself, and really wished to go.

The play was an exciting one, dealing
with love and passion. Some of the actors
were quite immodestly dressed, and the
dialogue abounded i essions that
were suggestive of evil.  Altogether the
evening's entertainment left an exceed
ingly bad taste in the mouth. Thinking
that this play might be an exception, they
went to another theatre on the next
evening and witnessed one of the popular
dramas, which was drawing crowds. It
was even worse than that of the previous
night, and before the curtain was rung
down the gentleman felt ashamed that he
had brought the young ladies to the place,

The play was of such a _character that
it could not very well be discussed, so he
simply turned to the young Methodist,
after their return home, and said : *Don’t
you think, Miss B——, that the men who
framed the Methodist rules knew what
they were doing when they put theatre.
going under the ban 1"

“Yes,” she replied, “1 think they did.”

The Elections,

As far as religious work is concerned,
it is a blessing that the elections are over.
The attention of the people has been more
or less turned away from the evangelistic
efforts which ought to be made at this
time of the year, and, unfortunately, in
some places the bitterness of party strife
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It would almost seem as if during a polit
ical campaign the newspapers entered
into a mutual arrangement to indulge in
a regular carnival of lying.

It may be necessary to have parties in
the conduct of the government, but part
izanship is always objectionable. —We
ought to hold ourselves ready to recognize
the good things in the platforin of our op
ponent, and to give him credit for honesty
of purpose so far as the fucts will warrant
it, when viewed with an unprejudiced
eye.  No man should be so wedded to his
party as to make him blind to its faults
He should rather enltivate independence
of thought and action, and be prepared to
condemn even his own side when he he
lieves that it has done wrong.

The recent elections have demonstrated
that there are many things which need
attention from the high-minded and con
scientious citizen who desires to see his
country prosper.

“I Am Glad You Asked Me.”

A pastor related the following incident
at a convention the other day. Desiring
a young lady to prepare a paper for the
convention programme, he had asked her,
rather expecting the usual excuses and
refusals which he had heard so many
times from others, Judge of his aston-
ishment when the lady at once complied
with the request, adding, *“ Tam glad that

ou asked me,” She went on to explain
that she had been giving some attention
to the subject, and would esteem it a priv-
ilege to still further look into it in prepar-
ing a paper.

‘What a joy it would be to pastors and

u

against neighbor,
and transformed friends into enemies.
The moral effect of the campaign, too,
has not been healthy in its influence upon
young people. There was considerable
falsehood and much deliberate misrepre
sentation upon both sides. One paper
has declared that a certain public man is
scarcely less than an angel, while the
journal of the other party has not hesitat-
ed to portray him as but little better than
a devil. A certain class of politicians has
been described as “honest and capable
administrators,” *‘men who deserve the
confidence and support of the public,”
* broad-minded mdpﬂclenbheaded states-
men " ; but the other political party has
characterized these same men as “ corrupt
1a ® itlaaatiabl

ble,” d

has turned neighb b

League pr s if all our members
would exhibit more of this spirit !

The Elder Brother.

1t is somewhat peculiar that in nearly
all the expositions and sermons on the
Prodigal Son, the principal lesson of the
parable is entirely overlooked. It is
generally expounded as if the purpose of
the Saviour was to show the folly of
dissipation and sin, and the great love of
God in welcoming the returning wan-
derer. These are indeed very beautifully
il ted, but only incidentally. We
must look elsewhere for the real point of

and liabl %

horde of political adventurers.” A stran-
ger from another country would find it a
difficult thing to form an opinion of the
character of our public men by reading
party newspapers, It seems as if, where
politics are concerned, every man looks
through the spectacles of his party preju-
dices, and is unable to behold anything
but what is bad in his opponents.

It has been astonishing to see with
what coolness and ease the newspapers
have lied about each other, and about
the doings of the party during the cam-
paign.  One paper stated that in one of
our cities a public meeting was held which
was attended by such a large and enthu-
siastic crowd that * late comers found it

St sty P

In interpreting this parable, we should
remember that Jesus told it for the ox-
press purpose of answering the reproac’
of those who blamed him for mixing
with publicans and sinners, and the actual
lesson he desired to impress was that
there is more hope for the openly vicious
man than for the hypoeritical. 1t is
rather strange that the International
Sunday-school Lesson Committee should
have omitted all reference to the Elder
Brother, for he was the man that Christ
mainly had in view when he related the
story. It is scarcely likely that He would
have told it for the sake of that portion
which our Sunday-schools have recently
becn studying, beautiful as it is. The

igh and selfish of the

y impossible to gainad to
the building.” As a matter of fact, the
building was scarcely more than half full.

self-rig
Elder Brother constitute the main point
of the parable.
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The Pledze.

One of the nmrm centres of discussion
at conventions and elsewhere, when the
Epworth League is under consideration,
is always concerning the Pledge. It
freely stated by those who ought to know
that its obligations do not rest very
heavily upon the active members, and
that very many who sign it fail to live up
to its requirements. Some go so far as
to suggest that it would be better to re-
move the pledge altogether from the con-
stitution, or to modify it so that there
would be a greater pmimhility of its being
observed.

There is much to be said on both sides,
but we are inclined to believe that the
true solution of the difficulty is to retain
the pledge and nake more strenuousefforts
to bring our members up to its standard.
It certainly cannot be said that it calls
for anything that is either impossible or
undesirable.

A Quarter a Day.

The habit of saving is one that should
be carefully taught to young people.
They should be instructed in regard to
the importance of economy in little things,
and the value of adopting some systematic
wmethod of laying by a portion of their
income,

The other day a merchant informed us
that for several years he had been in the
habit of giving his wife a twenty-five cent
piece every day at dinner time. This was
about the amount that other men around
him were accustomed to spend in cigars
and drinks, and as he neither drank nor
smo'2d the money was handed over to
his better half, who immediately added it
to her bank account. In a very short
time he expected that she would have
enough to purchase a home of their own,
and he has never missed the quarter a
day.

Even five cents a day, carefully saved,
would in a few years make a tidy sum.

Explain! Explain !

Undoubtedly Sunday School teachers
are inclined to take too much for granted
in dealing with their scholars, and lack
of thoroughness is perhaps the most
common fault in teaching. Tt is not
enough to goover the facts of the lesson
once; they should be explained clearly
and deﬁmwlv and enforced in a variety
of ways. It isa good thing for all the
scholars to learn the golden text, but
often it is committed to memory and
repeated ina parrot-like manner without

the slightest idea of its meaning. Not
long ago we heard a preacher catechising
a number of children, and wishing to
draw some lessons from Lhe Parable of
the Prodigal Son, asked them what was
the subject of last Sunday’s lesson. The
answer came immediaualy. “1 will arise
and go to my Father.” Desiring to dis-
cover how much they understood of these
words he requested any of the boys or
girls to tell him who it was who ut-
tered them, There was an embarrassing
silence for some moments, and at last a
little glrl said, “It was one of Christ's
«disciples.” Evidently those scholars had

learned nothing of that beautiful lesson
but the golden text, and had no idea
whatever of its significance. Scholars
should be expected not only to repeat
the golden text, but to beable to tell
who spoke the words, to whom they were
spoken, and what they mean, The
teacher should be perfectly sure that the
lesson is understood.

A striKING feature of the recent elec
tions was the fact that up to the very
last hoth parties prophesied victory.
Probably this had much to do with en-
couraging the workers to put forth their
very best endeavors, Don't talk about
the church’s probable failure in what she
has undertaken, but work for, and ex-
pect success,

Ld

Ax appropriate text for Deci<ion Day
or Covenant Service will be found in
Jeremiah 50 :5: “They shall ask the
way to Zion with their faces thitherward,
saying, Come let us join ourselves to the
Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall
not be forgotten.” This indicates the
spirit of enquiry, and the desire of the
heart which results in turning the face
toward God, and a full commitment to
His service,
A S S
1 OW is the "time to select
] your Christmas Presents,

Allow the ERA to make a
i suggestion. What more appro-
“ priate Christmas Gift could be
© secured anywhere than a set of
Q the Epworth League Reading
® Course? It is impossible to get
# as great value for $2.00 as in these
i splendid books.
EECE SRR ok R R R e o h

Tue daily pipers report an attempt to
bulldoze one of our ministers who ven-
tur protest against wholesale liquor
drinking in welcoming the soldiers from
South Africa. It isscarcely necessary to
say that they did notsucceed. Our min-
isters are sound on the temperance
question, and are not afraid to speak out
when oceasion demands.

L

How many prayers and testimonies
there are in our meetings thav are uttered
in such n weak and feeble voice that they
are not heard wore than a few feet away.
Usually it is not from want of lung power,
but rather on account of timidity or lack
of energy. Our services would be much
more profitable and helpful if those who
speak or pray would lift up their voices
with clearness and distinetness, Martin
Luther gave good advice to young men
who speak in public when he directed
them to *“get up cheerfully, spenk up
manfully, and siv down speedily.

S e R S SR SR S S

It is generally understood that it is
very easy to do wrong and hard to do
right. May there not be some mistake
about this?  The cashier of a New York
bank was recently discovered to have em-
bezzled about half a million of dollars du-
ring the past seven years. Did he have a
good time ! Well, hardly. For years he
has scarcely ever been absent from the
bank, and every morning left his suburban
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lence before seven in the morning In
er to prevent discovery he had o be
always at his place, exercising the utmost
diligence and caution, and yet he was
found out and is now enjoying the luxu
ries of jail life,.  Mr. Beecher used to tell
of a man who was in the habit of stealing
all his firewood during the night from
his neighbors” wood-piles It was esti
mated that he worked harder in securing
fuel in that way than if he had honestly
earned it way of the transgre ssor
18 never ea
L

“T A anxious toremain president of the
League for another year, and yet 1 would
like to resign,” said a young lady presi
dent, a8 the time for the election of offi
cers came near, explain the seeming
anomaly, she added : “T would like to
keep the office for the good T would get
out of the work, but 1 want someone else
to receive the same benefits that have
come to me.”  Ofticial position should be
looked upon as an opportunity for getting
and doing good.

Nort long ago a pastor told us that he
had been wondering whether or not ke
was really meeting the difficulties and ob
joctions of the unconverted people of his
congregation, In order to ascertain this
he intended to ask all the non-members to
write him a letter answering the question,
“Why am I not a professing Christian
and a member of the church !”  These
will be dealt with in a sermon. If the
people will candidly state their reasons
to the pastor, it will afford him an oppor
tunity of saying the right word.

Ed

Tue last day of this year, and of the
century, ought to be made mw -mumhl--
especially in view of the evange rmove
ment in which we are now engaged.  An
impressive watch-night service should be
held in every Methodist Church through
out the land, a service for which very
special preparation shall be made. Tt is
an opportunity for deepening religious
impressions and leading unconverted peo
ple to decide for Christ that is too valu-
able to be lost.

By all means observe the week of
prayer, but for once break away from the
“cut and dried,” stereotyped programme
of service prepared by the Evangelical
Alliance. For years we have been con-
sidering * Nations and their Rulers.”
“Schools and Colleges,” “ Missions to the
Jews and Mahomedans,” ete. Now would
it not be a good thing to toss this ancient
programme into the waste busket and go
in for a week of wholesouled, earnest
meetings for the deepening of spiritual
life among our members and the salvation
of souls 1

AN old writer has truthfully said that
“ A soul winner is an agent of God, an
instrument of the Holy Spirit in per-
suading, drawing, lifting men into the
pardon, favor and blessing of God and
the likeness of his Son. It is never
finished. It is getting souls into the
Christ, and getting souls in the Christ
nearer the Christ. The occupation is
divine ; the work is divine ; all the glory
and honor belong to God,




Evangelistic Movement.

Tup annual International Conference of

the Railroad department of the Y. M. C. A,
was held in Philadelphia recently, with 1,300
of the

t

delegates in attendance. At the close
Convention on Sunday night, in the
hall with an audience of two thousand men,
one hundred and thirty railroad men were
converted to God

Tue Congregational Ministers’ Union of
Chicago held an all-day meeting in Union
Park Church, October 8. The theme for the

" 'wentieth Century Forward
fession of personal short
a tone of earnest expectation
were the dominant notes of
An outline plan for general
tion in ministerial and lay activities
pted.

A rew Sunday evenings ago, while the
pastor of the Central Methodist Church, St.
Thowmas, was in the midst of his sermon, a
young man walked up the aisle before a
crowded congregation, and  deliberately
kneeled at the altar, although no invitation
whatever had been extended.  The minister
paused, went down by the side of the en-
quirer and prayed with him, after which the
sermon proceeded. The young man pro-
fessed conversion in the after-meeting.

minent minister
of the nce, thus calls
the Methodists of that Conference to action :
“ What more glorious sight than that of a
whole church, extending from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, and reaching even to China
and Japan, on its knees before God pleading
for a revival of religion {  What more fitting
way to close the century 7 How wore appro-
printely spend the dawn of the new century,
which shall usher all the then living into the
great beyond ! Surely none. And yet the
possibilities involved in such supplication,
who can estimate ! Possibilities of grace,
purity and power ; possibilities of victory
for Christ in the extension of His kingdom ;
possibilities of deliverance from darkness
and death of hundreds and thousands of re-
deemed men and women, who shall sing the
new song of praise to God and the Lamb in
the bright world heyond.”

Prominent People.

Jonx WanNavaker has been re-elected
president of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath-
school Association,

Tue Paris papers say that the German
Emperor is at work on an epic treating of
his grandfather's life and the Franco-Prus-
sian War,

Geseran Wintiam Boorn, Commander-in-
chief of the Salvation Army, is coming to
the United States to take practical control
of the army for at least six months,

Gexerar Roperrs did a good thing for
the soldier boys when he appealed to the
people not to tempt them to indulgence in
strong drink, in welcoming them home from
South Africa. It is a pity that this excellent
advice has not more generally been followed.

Trar prince of humbugs, Dr. Dowie, of
Chieago, has been in London holding meet-
ings, which have beendisgracefully disorderly.
The lace-makers which he sent out from
England to work in his city of on "’ on
the shores of Lake Michigan, were not per-
mitted to remain in the country.

A sorantk temperance worker, Robert
Rae, has just died in England, concerning
whom the late Cardinal Manning onee said :
* One such man as Father Mathew or Robert
Rae is worth all the Wellingtons and Na-
poleons that ever lived.” An earnest re-
former is a marshal of forces that are unseen,
but which will yet in the long run shake
empires.
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Sik Roserr Haer, who has long held an
important position under the Chinese v
ernment, and is well qualitied to form an
opinion, thinks that very dangerous times
are coming in China.  Hitherto he has had
full confidence in the Chinese authorities,
and his change of tone is all the more
ominous.

OxE of the finest tributes ever paid to Mr.
Moody is the statement of a correspondent
of the Chicag , who has been inter-
viewing the managers of department stores
in New York and luun«* that the Bible
is the best selling hook that they have, year
inand year out. ** There was always a boom
in the Bible business whenever Mr. Moody
came to town,” say the merchants.

GeNerarn Hawrey said of the late Charles
Dudley Warner: ** He was completely a
gentleman.  He lived a religious life, but
said little about it. He regularly attended
his church, respecting and obeying the
observances. I never heard from his lips an
indelicate or coarse story or an unclean idea.
He abhorred injustice, meanness and dis-
honor. It is a cheerful spirit, a true wit and
a sweet humor that we find inall his works.”

Quees Vicroria's knowledge of every
detail, not only of the various houses, but
also of the parks and gardens connected with
the many royal palaces, is said to be wonder-
ful, Within a few hours of the ccurt arriv-
ing at Osborne, the Queen makes a tour of
those gardens which are close to the house,
her first visit generally being paid to the
lovely myrtle planted by the Prince Consort
in 1858 from a sprig taken from the Empress
Frederick's wmlﬁing nosegay.

Methodist Chat.

Oup John Street church, New York, the
oldest Methodist church in the country,
has just celebrated its 132nd anniversary.

Tue Irish Twentieth Century Fund is an
assured success ; nearly the whole amount
(50,000 guineas) has been subscribed, and
upward of £21,000 has been paid. On Irish
army and navy work £4,200 is to be spent,
and new homes will be built at Dublin and
Newbridge.

A rECENT meeting in the Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Rome, Italy, was disbanded
by the authorities at the dictation of the
Roman Catholic leaders. The result is a
vigorous advertising of Methodism. Most of
the secular papers have condemned the action
of the authorities.

Ir is said of one of the early American
Methodist preachers, that he would never
preach a sermon over twenty minutes long ;
and as in those days people so seldom had
the opportunity to hear thuﬂns{nel that they
would not be satisfied with such a brief dis-
course, he would often take other texts,
and preach three or four sermons in succes-
sion.

Dr. Frank Bristor, Pastor of the Metro-
politan M. E. Church, Washington, says:
“ Methodism must stand for the highest de-
velopment of intellectual life. It has the
guardianship of more young people than any
other Church in America. With its moulding
hand on the brain and heart of millions of
our youth, it must command the most per-
fect facilities for their education, and must
insist on the thoroughness, completeness,
and superiority of their mental training."”

W frequently hear it insisted on that the
great need of our church is to return to “Old
Time Methodism.” Zion's Herald wisely
insists upon the necessity of discrimination
in using this expression. ‘*1f old-time
Methodism means the spirit of the fathers,
their loyalty and devotion, their joy in the
Lord, their zeal to bring men into the king-
dom, we agree that we should not depart
from it. This old-time Methodism should
be all-time Methodism, for it is nothing less
than the essence of the gospel. But if it
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means an  insistance  on  ancient forms,
shrases, customs, methods, we demur
k sthodism is a spirit, a life. The father
sought to apply the gospel to the circum
stances of their time, and their true succes
sor is not one who is mechanically echoing
the things they did in the way they did
them, but who is applying the same
gospel to the circumstances of our time.”

Literary Lines.

1 is not necessary for young people to
spend time in reading  Marie Corelli’s
**Master Christian.” 1t is far too bulky
to appeal to the average reader. The story
is highly sensational and improbable.

ArrareNTLY Martin Luther was the most
prolific author of his own time, and probably
of all time. Mr. Henry Brewster, in the
Boston Transcript, quotes a recent biographer
of Luther as saying that in six years he wrote
386 works, and that during the same period
less than a thousand were printed in the
whole of Germany.

Pernars the most timely article in Me-
Clure's Magazine for November, is * Woman's
Diary of the Siege of Pekin,” by Mrs. E. K.
Lowry, one of the besieged missionaries in
the legations last summer. This vivid nar-
rative by an eye-witness of most of the
events described is sure to command atten-
tion at a time when the eyes of all the world
are turned to the far East. It isina true
sense history from original documents.

Everyraixe that Charles Dudley Warner
wrote was thoroughly wholesome. He had
the sense of perspective, and of literary form.
One of the best of all his books, *‘ In the
Levant,” is a most illaminating and delight-
ful description of Oriental sights and condi-
tions. Throughout his life he had the deep-
est interest in educational and philanthropic
problems, and in his discussions of them he
not only showed literary skill, but a know-
ledge of facts based on thorough personal
investigation.

A voruvme entitled ** The Making of a
Christian,” from the pen of Rev. John Mae-
lean, Ph.D., author of **The Indians of
Canada,” and other works, is about to be
issued by William Briggs. In it the subject
of holy fiving is dealt with in a simple and
popular and yet thoughtful and deeply
spiritual style of treatment. Such chapters
a8 “The Music of the Will,” *The Art of
Pleasing God,” ** What to Let Go,” ** Re-
flecters of Christ,” etc., are suggestive of
helpful reading. TIts teaching revives the
Keswick movement in a new setting.

Cheap Magazine R:-ding.

MeClure's Magazine announces an attrac-
tive list of subjects and writers for the com-
ing year. Elizabeth Stuart Phelps Ward is
to write on **'Within the Gates.” Thisis
the author's latest discussion of the great
problem of death and the resurrection, and
carries the problem beyond the grave. It is
certain to arouse as much comment as her
earliest work on this subject. Other strong
features will be a series of humorous tales of
the marvellous adventures of James V. of
Scotland, who used to kee“ his subjects
guessing.  Articles about the loon, the
beaver, the deer and other animals, by one
who has been among them and understands
them. A series of articles about life on a
Tennessee farm, describing animals, plants,
insects and methods of cultivation, Stirring
articles about men of the time, h( Hon.
Andrew D. White, Clara Morris, William
Allen White, Ray Stannard Baker and
others, Short fiction by such well-known
writers as Robert Barr, Jack Loudon, Sarah
Orne Jewett, Josephine Dodge Daskam,
Hamlin Garland, W, A. Fraser. Fully
illustrated by the best artists. One dollar &
year. Ten cents a copy.
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Methodist Church, Chesley.

Mersonisy in Canada is becoming noted
for the number of splendid modern churches
which she has in the various towns through-
out the country.  One of the latest of these
to he erected is the beautiful and com-
wmodious building at Chesley, Ont., a thriv-
ing town on the Owen Sound branch of the
Grand Trunk Railway. The church is a
marvel of cheapness, having cost only $7,500.
It certainly could not be built now for less
than #10,000. The entire amount of in
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Personal.

The annual road race and games of the
employees of the Methodist Book and Pub-
lishing House were held on October 27th, and
an enjoyable time spent. The boys showed
their appreciation of the faithful work done
by the secretary, Mr. s Coatsworth, by
presenting him with a beautiful silver ser
vice. Mr. Coatsworth is one of the most
active members of the Berkeley Street Ep-
worth League.

Tue blackboard sketehes for Dr Doherty’s
Hlustrated Notgs on the Sunday-sche
sons for 1901, have been prepared |
T. G. Rogers, an active Epworth Leaguer of
(£~ city. | o -

Rev. A. O,

Arexaspeg, formerly of Lon-
don Conf is now o pastor at Hallock,
Minn,, U He writes that he appreciates
the CaNaniay Erwortn Exa more than any
r he has taken or seen.

Rev. H. 7. Crossiey, the well-known
Evangelist, celebrated the 50th anniversary
of his birthday, on Nov. 19th, by presenting
a Jubilee bell, costing £220, to the Hunter-
Crossley Central Methodist Church, St.
Thomas.

2 excellent address delivered by Mr. N,
juire, the energetic president of the
Collingwood
District League
delivered at
theannualcon-
vention, has
been copied,
and sent to all
the Leagues
onthe District,
This is an ex-
cellent plan to
bringethe va-
rious societies
into touch with
the District
work.

Bridge St.
Methodist Sun-
day School,
Belleville, ex-
tended an en-
thusiastic wel-
come to Mr
John C. Me-
Nair, one of
their members
after his ten
- months expe-
=< rienceasasold-
ier in South
Africa. Mr.F.
i, O'Flynn,
Dr. Croth
and

e Sir
METHODIST CHURCH, CHESLEY. MelcannioPow

debtedness has been provided for on a
somewhat novel plan. The subscriptions
run for ten years, to be paid in annual in-

1 each being responsi
for the interest on his own subscription.  If
all can be induced to keep up their pay-
ments, at the end of ten years the church
will be free of debt, without having paid a
dollar of interest.

The Epworth League subscribed $200,
and is paying the share month by month,
with interest.

The building has comfortable seating
accommodation for about 600 persons. The
membership is over 400, and the congrega-
tion is a large one, Much eredit is due to
the indefatigable pastor, Rev. C. J. Dobson
for bringing the enterprise to a successful

completion.

ell  delivered
addresses of welcome, which so stirred the
audience that they burst into hearty applause.
Sergeant MeNair was given the Chautauqua
salute.

Just a Line or Two.

The Epworth Leagues of Manitoba are
undertaking to raise g:‘lli for the support of

their missionary, Rev. Mr. Endicott.

The Manitoba League Union is urging the
societies of that Conference to take up the
study of the Epistles of Paul during the
coming winter,

The annual convention of the Leagues on
the Birr Circuit was held on Thanksgiving
Day in the Bain Church. Special attention
was given to the Forward Movement for
Missions. Addresses were delivered by Mr.
F. W. Daly, and Rev. T. E. Harrison, of
London.

Sunday and Monday, November 1th and
12th, were anniversary days in Galt.  Rev
R. H. Bell, B.A., of Stromness, preached on
Sunday, and lectured on Monday evening on
** Methodism

The Reading Cirele at Sutton West, which
ed the Uxhridge District last year, has again
gun its work under even more promising
witions,  All the former members were
eager for the Circle to re-commence.

The Hamilton Conference Epworth Loague
convention will be held on the 19th i th
of February, 1901, in the town of Norwich
The programme is being prepared, and will
he in the hands of District Seeretaries for
distribution some time inJanuary.

A live Reading Circle has been organized
at Lakelet appointment, on the Clifford Cir
cuit. Six sets of the ks have been ordered
ns o first instalment,  The membership is
eighteen, and the pastor reports the young
people as ** delighted with the prospect.”

Sharon League, on the Dobbinton Cir-
cuit, is flourishing, Regular missionary,
literary and consecration meetings are held,
and ussociate members are becoming active,
A recent missionary meeting on China was
very interesting and instructive, Several
debates have been held,

The Epworth League of Christian En
deavor, Cannington, celebrated the tenth
anniversary of their organization by holding
a re-union on November 11th and 12th,
On Sunday Rev. C. W. Watch, of Belleville,
the organizer of the Society, preached special
sermons to the young people. Leading
features of the Monday evening programme
were a history of the League since its incep
tion, by the secretary ; an address in behalf
of the present members, by the president ;
an addres on behalf of the charter members,
by the first president ; the reading of
the letters from former members who could
not be present, and an address by Rev. Mr,
Watch, A number of ex-members were pre-
sent, and a very enjoyable as well as profit-
able time was had. The church was taste-
fully decorated with the League mottoes,
flags and chrysanthemums.

“It’s Backbone.”

The class of ladies, numbering nearly one
hundred, taught by Mr. C. P. Holton, i
Bridge Street Methodist Sunday
Belleville, held its annual re-union, Nov
ber 16th ; three hundred guests were pr
sent ; every delicacy of the season loaded the
five long tables that were arranged in the
beautifully decorated rooms ; the programme
was a choice one, and the brief addresses the
best heard on a similar occasion,

The sentiments, **A voice from the ~

pulpit,” voice from the Sunday-school,”
**A voice from the Senate,” and ** A voice
from the past,” were responded to in apt and
appropriate addresses by the Rev. Dr.
Crothers, Mr. Wi, Johnson, Sir Mackenzie
Bowell, and Mr. John J. B. Flint. Mr.
Johnson gave a resumé of the history of the
class for thirty-one years, and called it ** the
backbone of the school.” Some excellint
music was rendered.

MacuiNg
“* party loyal
the nati

made possible by blind
v, is one enemy that imperils
s life and hono

Tue greed of corporations, using politi-
cians a8 their tools, unless checked, must
nullify all the principles of the nation.

IN warm countries like Italy ice is very
hard to get, and costs a good deal of money.
One of the princes living in northern ITtaly,
near the mountain ranges, sells snow. The
snow is packed in baskets and carried by
mules at night to coast villages, where it is
shipped to the cities and sold at three and
five cents a pound. This prince has the
entire right to the trade.
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District Conventions.

Mount Forest District.

The aunual convention of the Mount For
est District was held at Arthur October
9th, and proved to be n great success.  The
adidresses were unusually good, and the 1hh
ousml s were practical and helpful.
he following resolution was passed by the

ntion

Resolved, that this district convention,
while pledging itself to work for the national
|-|uh|lr|H  of the liquor traflic, believes that
incinl prohibition would be a valuable
, and calls upon the
Provincial Legislatur to give us n similar
weasure to that adopted in Manitoba, and
that we instruet our president to present a
memorial to this effect to llw government.”

Hy
ttlewell, Mount
“ory i E rshall,
( hﬂnnl Ist V.-Pres., Ih\ F.W. Thomp
son, Arthur; Miss M. Kerr,
Mount For r. Brethour,
Mount  Forest ; , P. Hell or,

V.-Pres., Miss Cuthbert-
ary, A. H. Humphries,
Mount

Hth

Kenilworth ;
son, Durham ;
Arthur ; Treasurer, Miss E. Lei
Forest.

Tamworth District.

The fifth muumlwn\«nl ion of the Epworth
Inugum and Young People’s Societies of the
amworth District was held at Marlbank on
October 10th and 11th.  Dr. F. C. Stephen-
son gave two enthusinstic and instructive ad-
dresses upon the Forward Movement. Inter-
esting reports of a progressive n'hnrutu'r were
n from the various soc A good
rogramme of four sessions was given to ap-

es,  The officers
sident, Rev,
Young, Tamw I'rumh nt, Mrs.
L. Vells, Tamw Ist V.-Pre
1lh\ ) W illiam Higgs, C] lnnu 3

M. Hughes, Roblin ;
s, (lh\ ) W. H. Clarke, Plevna,
“Treasurer, Rev, P. H 3, A
xecutive Committe
Tamworth ; Rev. Jos,
tain Grove ; Miss Smith
E. E. Allen, Marlbax
Motto for next
ceived, freely gi
to be held at
W. G. Bover, BAL,

B.D., Sec.

X Pembroke District.

The annual §

lay-school and Epworth
League Convention of the Pembroke District
was held at Haley's, Monday, Oct. 16th. Dr.
Stephenson was present and gave earnest,
interesting addresses on Missions during the
day. During the year this district has been
organized along the Missionary Forward
Movement lines. It was moved by the Re
G. W. Snell, B.A., seconded by Rev, W
Kunox, that this district will do its best
towards m. support of Rev. H. H. Coates

3 iission field of Japan, and
that we nmw Mrs. Coates to visit our dis-
trict. In the absence of the Rev. H. H
Miller, of Egansville, Mr. J. Wickware, of
Pembroke, introduced the »uluﬂ't “The
importance of Teachers’ Meetings,"” for dis-
cussion.  The hope was expressed that
wherever possible teacher's meetings should
be organized.  Rev. John Grenfell, chair-
man of the district, gave a vigorous addr
on the subject, **Why are there not m
conversions in our Sabbath-school Work
Following this, Mr. R. H. Bo;
spoke of the evil results of te
ing the Sabbath-schools,
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Osborne in his usual vigorous and forcible
manner, delivered an address on the subje
*The Relation of the League to the Unec
verted.”  The new ex ive is the follow-
ing: Miss Crabbe, President, Pembroke ;
Mr. A. Jessop,
chburg ; Miss
W. Johnson,

Miss Reynolds, Renfrew
Cobden ;

Miss A. Shaw,
illiott, Arnprior ;
s Mr. Tra Wright, Sec
ke ; Revs G, 1
Knox, H. 8. Oshorne, together with Messrs.
J. K. Rochester and W. A. Hodgins.

G. W. B,

x Windsor District.

The Windsor District
Epworth gue ntion was held at
Kingsville, The attendance of delegates was
the largest since its organization, unl the
pr was an excellent one.  Ad
and papers full of interest and instruction
were delivered on Sunday-school work dur-
ing the first day. The programme on the
second day, which was devoted to League
work, commenced with a sunrise prayer-
meeting at seven o'clock, at which a goodly
number were present. The reports of the
district officers show that a good work is
being done. At.the afternoon session the
following was the programme :

“Junior Work,” Rev. T. W. Blatchford,
Wheatley.

“The Quiet Hour,”, Mr.
Windsor.

“ Relation of Social to Spiritual Work,"”
Miss May Pashley, Windsor.

** Lookout Committee, Importance and
Work,” Rev. W. E. Millson, Gesto.

““War and its Relation to Missionary
Work,” Rev. W. H. McMullen, Harrow.

** Proper Observance of the Sabbath Day,"”
Principal Voaden, gsville.

The following nﬂm-rn were elected : Presi-
dent, A. A. Buchner, Kingsville ; Ist Vice-
President, Wm. Elsey, Windsor ; 2nd Vice-
President, Miss Minnie Malott, Leamington ;

unday-school and

Wm. Elsey,

3rd Vice-President, Miss May Pashley,
Windsor ; 4th Vice-President, Miss Belle
Fox, Olinda; OHth V vesident, Miss

Millie Conklin, Kingsville
R. Manning, Essex ; Treasurer,
Dale, Wheatley.

Secretary, W.
Miss Edith

Cobourg District.

The sixth annual convention of Cobourg
District League was held in the Baltimore
Methodist Church on October 16th. Re-
rnr(u were given by the district officers and
hy representatives of Leagues on the district,

Decemper, 190022

fully taken up by Miss L. W. Brooking
Cobourg.  Mr. W. G. Jennings, Centreton,
dealt with the nuund r»rt. *In the Senior

Leag Rev. J. P. Berry then addressed
the Convention on ** \Iimmm and the
Twentieth Century . Dr. W. R

Young on **R

Hugh McCullough ; 1st \:
lent, Miss L. McC; uuh-m Baltimore
2nd \'u~u~l'runnlvnt. Miss
ing, Cobourg, Ount,
H Pickup, anlnll s 5
President, Miss Currelley, Canton, Ont. : ith
President, Miss 1. Jewell, Welcome,
Secretary, Miss Idell Rogers, Cobourg,
asurer, W, G. Jennings, Cen-
Ont.;  Representative to Confi
Rev. J. A. Jewell, B.A., Welcome,

Ont. ;
treton,
ence,
Ont

Madoc District.

The sixth annual convention of the
Epworth League of the Madoc District was
held in the Bethel Cf hurch, on the Thomas-
burg Cirenit, on October 10th, Mrs. Hudgins
gave a fine paper entitled ** Ruts and how
to avoid them.” R . W. White, BA,,
spoke on **The present :\npwtn of Prohi-
bition.”  Dr. F. C. Stephenson conducted a
conference on the Forward Movement for
Missions, and at a later stage delivered an
address on the same subject. An interest-
ing discussion took place concerning the re-
lation of the Epwurth League to the class
meeting. Rev D. Drew gave a paper on
*The Twentie lentury revival, 1ts needs
and conditic Rev. D. W. Harrison con-
ducted the ing consecration service,

The following officers were elected :

Hon.

I’reaulvnl Rev. R. McCulloch, Marmora,
Ont. ; President, Mr. J. 8. Marden, Mar-
mora ; First President, Mist Effie
Wright, Tweed ; Second Vice-President,

Tesi-

. M. Hudgins, Moira; Third Vice-P;
o . D. Drew, Queensboro ; Fourth
Vico-President, Mrs. T. 8. Nickle, Madoc ;
Fifth Vi esident, Mrs, M. D. Har-
rison, Ivanhoe cretary-Treasurer, Mr, H.
Forster, Chapman ; Conference Representa-

tive, Rev. J. Batson.
Guelph District.
Great interest was manifested at the

annual meeting of the Epworth League of
this district, wfuch was held on November
8th in Rockwood. There is an enthusiastic
League in the village, and the best of pre
,.urunun was made for all who came. The

The reports were for the most part
ing. and evidenced an increased earnestness
on the part of the Leagues in the Forward
Missionary Movement. Rev. D. N. Me-
Camus conducted a very interesting and
'.rnﬁluhle conference on League topics, that
rought out many helpful suggestions. The
subject, *“ How to Make the Forward Mis-
sionary Movement Effective on the District,”
was opened with a brief but inspiring address
by Rev. J. P. Berry, B.A., Missionary Vice-
President of Bay of Quinte Conferen
League, and was followed by a practical dis-
cussion conducted by Mr. Berry. The
Executive Committee brought in a recom-
mendation advising the sub-dividing of the
district under the direction of competent
workers, who would visit the Leagues in
their division and endeavor to secure more
Aggressive I)mmutiun of missionary work.
This resolution was heartily endorsed by the
the convention.

A consecration service was conducted by
Rev. H. B. Kenny, Canton, and was n season
of much profit and blessing. The very im-
portant subject, ** How May We Best Pro.
mote Revival Work 7' was then considered.
The first subdivision of the subject, **In the
Junior League,” was suggestively and help-

at o and friends was
large, and the discussions upon topics pre-
seribed were the liveliest. Steps were taken
at the close of the convention to raise, if
possible, the full amount required to support
our present missionary, or some other, in
thu field. The matter is in the hands of a
imittee at whose head is the Missionary
\i -President, Miss Kitching.
cellent address was given by Miss Mitchell
of Guelph, on the Junior work. She d
rluyed the plans of work adopted in a
ive Junior society. Miss Coulson, of Eden
Mills, spoke on the subject of the Christian
Endeavor department, what it can, and
should do, giving a host of helpful sugges-
tions for the delega