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Past Winter Loises and the Lesson» to 
be Drawn Therefrom.

(By R. F. Holtermann.)
In the Canadian Bee Journal for Sep­

tember appears a letter from the vet­
eran statistician In the Department of 
Agrlculure for the Dominion, Mr. Geo. 
Johnston, which reads In part as fol­
lows:

"We certainly had a severe loss In 
our bees here. I lost all I had In Nova 
Scotia. East of the Ottawa I think 
nore than 76 per cent of the colonies 
vere lost. That would mean 53,000 or 

14,000 colonies dead, leaving not more 
|han 17,000 that came through the win- 

while 50 per cent loss west of the 
Dttawa would leave the stock of bees 
lot more than 60,000, giving In all 77,- 
po, where the census of 1901 gave a 
ptal of 190,000. This Is a terrible 
Bath-rate, and at $2 a colony the loss 
trough winter’s action would not be 

from a quarter of a million dol- 
for bees alone, to say nothing of 
loss of honey through not having 
bees. If the whole 77,000 give off 

|o swarms this season, we would still 
69,000 to 70,000 colonies short of' 

at we were In 1900." 
the above statement, coming from 
|h a source, has upon It the stamp

of authority. I had previously placed 
the perecentage of loss it 70, wMch, 
In my estimation, Is not too high.

In estimating the financial loss, we 
must remember that a great many of 
the combs and hives m which the bees 
perished have become useless, the 
combs having been destroyed by that 
enemy (and friend) of the bee-keeper 
—the moth. The-hives sometimes find 
a market at a loss, but quite often the 
moth renders them partally valueless, 
carelessness and time completing the 
work of destruction. Three or four 
dollars per colony would be a very con­
servative estimate of the loss In bees 
and hives. Again, the majority of the 
colonies that survived were In too weak 
a condition to take proper advantage 
of the honey flow when It came, re­
sulting In the loss through lack of 
workers of a large percentage of nec­
tar which might have been harvested.

Looking at it from a national stand­
point, there would be a financial loss 
to the country of at least half a mil­
lion dollars, and a blow to the Industry 
from which It will take years to re­
cover. So much for the fact. Next In 
my address I am called upon to make 
deductions.

Webster’s Dictionary gives as the 
meaning of "deduction" “that which 
is deducted or drawn from premises 
by a process of reasoning; an Infer­
ence; a conclusion." Let me confess 
thqt this Is a Une of work I like, how­
ever feeble my powers may be to per-
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form. Looking at bee-keeping as a 
whole, I see In many of the articles 
which are written for bee and agricul­
tural papers In general, In the Items 
In the generalVpress, even In the ad­
dresses at conventions, and In the dis­
cussions which take place, a great 
many statements ns to what the ex­
ponent does, or Informing others what 
they should do, but painfully little as 
to how he should act under given con­
ditions, and showing why It should be 
done In that way. There are law» In 
physics. In chemistry, In nature, which 
can be explained and made Intelligible 
to even a simple-minded individual. 
Without the above, In connection with 
Instruction, there can be no Intelligent 
action and no solid, Intelligent progress.

Conditions studied are of prime Im­
portance and the foundation of suc­
cessful action, and such a course would 
lead to greater harmony In our dis­
cussions, greater Intelligence and great­
er progress In the bee-keeping Indus­
try, and vastly benefit us Individually 
and collectively.

To learn to think truly, and not 
merely Imitate or ape, would not only 
lessen the percent of winter loss, but 
would revolutionize many of our lives 
for time—yes, for eternity.

May we from last winter's experience 
come to the conclusion that Canada Is 
not suited to this, the aesthetic branch 
of agriculure, or may we even say that 
It 1s not a safe branch of agriculure In 
Canada? Far be the thought from us! 
As to quality, wherever shown the 
qua.lty of Canadian honey has proved 
Itself to be unsurpassed. Judges, not 
Canadian, even foreigners, have again 
and again pronounced In favor of our 
honey. British experts, honest men, 
who have a love for a fostering Inter­
est In the development of bee-keeping 
In their own land, have told me and 
others that our Canadian honey leaves 
nothing to be desired. As far aa win­
ter is concerned, we have among us

those who winter bees with as great 
certainty and success as the shepherd 
and the herdsman winters his flocks 
and herds. In this respect, what one 
can do another may. Shall we then 
say that the past winter was a winter 
in which bees could not be wintered 
with success. We must admit It was 
the most disastrous for many years. 
To my recollection we have had none 
like It for 23 years, but both In re­
positories and outside bees were during 
the times under discussion wintered 
with success. Such a line of argument 
must then fall to the ground.

Shall we then say that a great many 
do not know the conditions under 
which bees can be wintered with rea­
sonable safety? If we can Judge from 
what we see and hear, we may surely 
make this assertion with safety. There 
are many who do not know, who cannot 
know, the conditions under which bees 
can with reasonable safety be wintered. 
They have begun bee-keeping through 
the acquisition of a stray swarm, or 
the microbe of bee fever, which ha* 
taken root In their mind through the 
success of one who has devoted his | 
time to the work. They1 see the re­
turns, but not the labor. No literature I 
upon the subject Is sought; they have! 
no proverbial “long-felt want" (or short I 
either) for knowledge. An old hive I* I 
bought, perhaps, with foul brood germs. I 
This neglected hive may be a breeding! 
place for this disease and the moth. I 
During their short career ns bee-keep-T 
ers, If product they have, It is oftenerl 
than not taken in such a shape that! 
when sold It depresses the market! 
They sell at a sacrifice. This class o!| 
bee-keepers Is a menace to apicultun 
society, and cannot be too strongly dls-| 
couraged. With the beginner who seel 
In It a business, and desires to engafl 
1n It In a business-like way, we 
Individuals, and especially as an ssoj 
elation having a Government grant, enj 
trusted with public money, should tW'j 
every sympathy.
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Let us state the truth, that bee-keep­
ing Is an occupation full of problems, 
which multiply to our view an we gain 
experience and rise In It.

The occupation we know nothing of 
is the one which appears simple and 
easy to understand. Let us take home 
the wholesome lesson In spiritual, as 
well as temporal life, Imparted when 
man fell: “In the sweat of thy face 
shall thou eat bread." To produce 
good, evils must be resisted and diffi­
culties overcome. We can easily rec­
ognize this class who do not know the 
conditions under which bees can be 
wintered with reasonable safety, There 
Is, however, under this head another 
class, perhaps not so numerous, but 
more dangerous, who can do an Im­
measurable amount of harm In Influ­
encing the less-experienced and less- 
thoughtful bee-keeper. I refer to the 
blind leaders of the blind. It Is a well- 
known Joke among veterans that when 
a bee-keeper has a little experience he 
knows more than he ever will again; he 
can tell you all about It; this he real­
izes he never can at a later stage of 
the game. I am fairly familiar with 
the various branches of agriculture, 
having been brought up on a farm, 
worked on a farm, taken a course at 
the Ontario Agricultural College, and 
kept In touch with the developments 
of modem agriculture since. Seeing 
from that standpoint, It seems to me 
that no class of agriculture Is handi­
capped as bee-keeping Is with such In­
efficient Instructors and experiments In 
one way and another. Anything and 
any one Is good enough to take the bee 
department, when In other lines It 
would not be offered or tolerated. 
These agencies, be they Government or 
private, by their action endorse the 
thought that It requires no training to 
keep bees, and these agencies help to 
swell the ranks of those who Increase 
the percentage of winter loss, and who 
are a menace and a detriment to the 
agriculture of a country.

Our world’s Governments, If we ex­
cept some countries In Europe, our 
public Institutions, our press, In the 
development of our various branches 
of agriculture remind me largely of the 
unjust father who had a large family 
to provide for, and found It Impossible 
to give every child a first-class educa­
tion and position, so he sent some to 
school, college and university; they be­
came noted men. Others, however, In­
stead of educating them at school and 
university, were set wreaking stones on 
the road. The children became mark­
ed contrasts; the former In time looked 
down with scorn upon the latter; the 
stone-breaker,as the eminent man's car­
riage went by, Justly despised and per­
haps envied his rich brother because 
he had been elevated by having given 
to him what was justly the stone- 
breaker’s share, and the head of tho 
family was judged for his partial ac­
tion and condemned by every Just and 
thoughtful person. Some brunches of 
agriculture are rolling by In their car­
riage, whilst apiculture and aplcultural 
markets are still In the stone-break­
ing stage.

Then we see those who know how to 
prepare their bees, but are too busy, 
too careless and too Indifferent to put 
that knowledge Into practice. We 
know of many who undertake too 
much, who have too many Irons In the 
fire; the return they get for the capital 
Invested Is a loss, a reputation for lack 
of thoroughness, to say nothing of add­
ed worry and annoyance. The person 
who Is constitutionally a little be­
hind should never keep bees. The 
"too many Irons In the fire" man never 
reaches the degree of success where 
success gives him a stimulus and plea­
sure of which the ordinary man knows 
nothing. We are In the days of the 
specialist; no man Is competent to 
lead In a variety of agricultural 
subjects. My last deduction Is 
that last winter’s experience and
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years of experience, teach us that bee­
keeping Is a branch of agriculture 
which punishes sooner or later the 
careless. Inexperienced bee-keeper, and 
the person who cannot give It due at­
tention. And It rewards liberally the 
careful, energetic, thrifty and studious 
performer, or in other words, it is 
worthy the attention of our br'«iitest 
minds and dispositions. Thb last de­
duction is sound and the more we 
blazon abroad this fact the better for 
bee-keeping and the better for the 
country. The more successful bee­
keepers we have the less of the dan­
gerous elements there will be. Bee­
keeping Is an occupation peculiarly 
dangerous to one of a slothful or im­
provident disposition. Action has to 
be taken when present circumstances 
would not spui us to that action. To 
prepare for a honey flow, weeks, yes, 
months before, when cold would rather 
draw us to the fireside; to prepare for 
a rush of honey when scarcely a bee 
Is stirring In the apiary requires en­
ergy and foresight. The life history 
of the bee, a knowledge of the best 
implements, mechanical training, bot­
any, chemistry, entomology, physics 
and meterology, the nature of soils, 
physical strength, mental endowments, 
and business acumen possessed and ap­
plied, all will be rewarded when one 
engages In bee-keeping. This Is more 
or less true of all branches of agri­
culture. In choosing a life profession 
the parent and child often choose a 
calling where the means, financial, 
mental and otherwise, can give no 
hope of being in anything but the van­
guard of the profession; desire in this 
should be governed by solid sense. The 
careless and thoughtless and the poorly 
equipped and shiftless better not follow 
agriculture as a business, but select 
something which does not require so 
wide a range of information and pow­
ers. It would be better for him become 
a lawyer, a doctor, a merchant, a poli­

tician or the like. Strictly speaking, 
my subject ends here, and yet I ven­
ture an addition to what has been said, 
to say a few words upon the additional 
prevention of these winter losses. See­
ing that every colony has a fertile 
queen, of the best wintering strain, 
and thirty pounds of winter stores, 
would reduce the percentage of winter 
loss very much. The colder it is the 
more compactly bees cluster. If stores 
do not reach the cluster they may not 
be able to break the cluster to reach 
the stores, and starve. This Is fre­
quently the case during prolonged cold 
spells, and only a moderate amount of 
stores In the hive.

The moisture given off by the bees 
should be expelled from the hive. Af­
ter allowing In outside wintering suffi­
cient packing to protect from cold, 
there are two methods advocated. By 
means of one the. fresh air Is brought 
in at the entrance of the hive, and the 
air laden with moisture and carbonl* 
acid gas carried off at the same open­
ing. The other method Is to bring In the 
pure air at the entrance and carry the 
foul air by the pressure from the fresh 
air entering the hive, and the natural 
tendency for the warmed air to rise, 
by these means to carry the exhausted 
air through the packing above.

Arthur C. Miller in The "Review," 
lays down In no uncertain tones that 
the entrance Is the proper opening for 
fresh air, and also the outlet for foul. 
In a stove we have the place where 
the fresh air enters, as in the hive we 
hâve the entrance to the hive In the 
wood we have combustion and oxida­
tion, as with the bees and honey we 
have combustion and oxidation. When 
the fresh air entrance becomes the nar 
tural outlet for the smoke and carbonic 
acid gas, then the entrance to the hive 
will be the natural outlet for the ex­
hausted air of the hive.

In the common entrance and outlet
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we have what la known in science a a 
a friction of air currents, the bees 
wasting energy In expelling It, as they 
do In forcing the warmed atmosphere 
down. Another objection Is that more 
or less of the exhausted, Impure air, 
must be drawn back Into the hive by 
what Is known as diffusion of gasses. 
But what makes this advice so danger­
ous In colder climates, and I have no 
doubt that this advice has led to the 
loss of many a colony of bees during 
the past winter, Is that as the mois­
ture-laden air returns to the colder 
parts of the hive It condenses and free­
zes, the distance Inside the hive the 
moisture condenses depending upon 
the cluster, the size of the hive, the 
size of the entrance, and the efficien­
cy of the packing. Such conditions 
were common, and the cold and damp 
atmosphere with the frozen entrance 
destroyed the bees. Let me say that 
cold alone rarely kills bees. I saw In 
Norfolk during the latter part of March 
bees alive and apparently In fair con­
dition, that had been standing out all 
winter In hives with upper stories and 
a 7-8 Inch hive cover, the combs and 
the bees In lower chamber of the hive 
did not even have a thin cloth above 
them, the nearest protection was the 
warped 7-8 board at the top of the up­
per story. Cold was there surely In 
abundance, but no moisture In the at­
mosphere about the bees.

I The right method Is the chimney 
principle; the foul air carried away at 
the top, packing enough to keep the 

l toes warm, but not so abundant or so 
Icompact that the foulair could not rise 
Ithrough the packing of the hive. Here 
Inhere the moisture leaves the hive the 
Ihlve Is warm, the heat of the cluster 
land the air rising, and no condensation 
Itakes place until the moisture reaches 
■he top of the packing, or until It 
■trikes the under side of the outside 
■ase cover. Here It can be disposed

of at favorable periods, by allowing 
moderate ventilation under this cover. 
The common opening ventilator Is 
wrong In principle In any climate, but 
particularly Injurious and dangerous 
In a co*ld climate. I trust I have made 
this clear.

In Inside wintering there have been 
heavy losses, chiefly In repositories 
which could not maintain an even and 
sufficiently high temperature. The 
moisture above mentioned has also 
not been carried off, this combination 
with low temperature resulting in 
heavy losses.

Our own repository, which will hold 
1,000 colonies, and has this winter 700 
In It, Is specially built with the object 
of securing a uniform but sufficiently 
high temperature. The fresh and the 
foul air Is not brought In at the same 
entrance, but for convenience and econ­
omy of space the buck of ti e hive Is 
raised two Inches on the stand and 
3-8 Inches from the bottom board. 
Through this rear opening the foul air 
escapes.

In conclusion let me say, not alone 
will these periodic attacks occur to 
bee-keeping but the cheapest produc­
tion and the best goods will not be se­
cured, neither will we have our mar­
kets developed to their best until we 
secure that recognition for bee-keeping 
and that aid In the development of the 
Industry which has been given to other 
branches of agriculture. We may blus­
ter, we may make statements that bee­
keeping does not require such aid, but 
it cannot be shown by a line of logic 
that In this respect the principles 
which govern Its development are dif­
ferent to other branches of agriculture 
Dairymen would not go back to the 
days before It had no fostering cate. 
Fruit growers value the help they are 
getting; the poultry Industry has been 
put upon a more profitable footing; 
and so might bee-keeping have a new
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era of prosperity under proper guid­
ance.

Mr. Darling—I have listened atten­
tively to the paper all through. I think 
the subject has been treated quite ex- 
haastlvely, and yet In my opinion there 
has been one point that has been en­
tirely overloeked. I don't think I ever 
saw a winter since I had anything to 
do with bees that the losses were so 
heavy as last year, but, outside what 
has been staled in that paper alto­
gether, I think there was one great 
primary cause, and that was the dearth 
of nectar the season before. I will give 
you my reasons for saying so. I am 
one of those who lost very heavily. I 
had about HO colonies a year ago last 
September, and this summer I went 
Into clover with 16. I attribute the 
greeter part of my loss to two things— 
one that I had a little too much to at­
tend to last year; the other was that 
our queens stopped breeding whea the 
nectar stopped flowing and we went 
In o winter qaarters with bees too old 
to pull through. The most oS those 
colonies that dwindled left brood In all 
st.Tfces In the hive, but only a small 
quantity of It, and there were not 
enough of young bees left behind to 
take core of themselves, to say nothing 
of the eggs and larvae that was left. 
There was # man who had not se many 
colonies as I had, who lived elaht or 
nine miles from vhere I was; he had 
doubled up to about 66. Be fed 600 
pounds of sugar before putting his bees 
away, and he lost nine out of the 66. 
I was out at his place In May, and he 
had them In fine condition. The fall 
feeding overcame to a certain extent 
the difficulties that had been caused 
by the dearth of honey in the summer, 
but a short, sharp feeding will not pro­
duce it, I don’t know that he extended 
his feeding over s great length of time, 
but In our locality a few miles makes 
a great difference in the honey flow. I 
didn't agi Sb poandb from over 100 col­

onie! He took a small quantity, but 
not much, and was wise enough not to 
rob his bees.

Mr. Hall—Mr. Darling allow me to 
state my experience; It Is som what 
different from yours. Wt have three 
apiaries; the home apiary shut down 
last year about the 20th July; they 
didn’t gather their food; they kept 
shrinking until the fruit bloom this 
spring. Out of 110 colonies of bees at 
home we lost two in the home yard, In 
the cellar, with abundance of honey. 
The reason of that loss was, they had 
no mother. The others were old bees, 
which hatched somewhere about the 
middle of July. Those old bees that 
did not breed, and consumed their 
honey, oame Into the honey harvest In 
grand condition. Some of them had 
foolishly started breeding In the cellar 
and came out very strong and hadn't 
sufficient honey to carry them through. 
I supplied their wants with a few 
pounds of syrup fed at the entrance. 
Another apiary we have a few miles 
from home we winter outside. Mr. Me- 
Evoy advises us to shake them off upon 
small combs. His are small. Mine aw 
1014 inches Inside measure. I don’t 
know how many we wintered of those. 
They gathered a large lot of honey last 
year. The 40 colonies gathered 4,800 
pounds of white honey and Increased 
to 70, and they were all of them heavy 
for the winter. Some of them we shook

t 1
off- upon combs with honey solidly cap­
ped. I lost 20 of these colonies from j 
starvation. I was sick last spring and I 
went out with my wife and assistant, I 
thinking I could stand by and give I 
them a little assistance, but I couldn’t:
I had to go to work and make myself 
sick again. Out of those 26 that died, 
allow me to tell you there was only one 
on the four cembs that died, and that 
one was queenless; couldn’t live if It 
had 50 combs. The secret of It wad^ 
they couldn't breed In the winter. The.tl 
didn't seem to exhaust the selves thd
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same as yours did and some of mine. In 
breeding very hard In the spring. You 
know as well as I do the fellow with 
the grey hair very often gets that way 
with the big family he has ‘o support. 
He raises them, and It uses up his vi­
tality and he becomes prematurely old, 
and he leaves them behind. That was 
the way with your bees; they com­
mence raising babies, and those babies 
required all their attention and made 
them get old sooner than they would 
otherwise have become, and therefore 
they died from exhaustion before the 
babies could come on to take their 
places. I rather encourage your Idea 
of having young bees. We have an 
apiary nine miles east In the buck­
wheat region, and they went Into win­
ter quarters with 50 pounds without 
the hive, most of them. They didn’t 
come out any better than the home 
bees practically, but they had the 
wherewithal to go to and feed their 
family, and they came Into the honey 
harvest booming; they gave us abund­
ance of honey, and they are In grand 
shape for wintering this season. To 
the north the bees have given us no 
surplus this year, and we have had to 
take honey from that east apiary. 14 
miles, to this north apiary to get those 
bees ready for winter.

Mr. Chadwick—In reference to the 
ventilation on the tops of the hives. I 
winter my bees In the cellar. My cellar 
temperature stands about 45 degrees 
almost constantly from the time they 
go In till they come out. I have been 
using cushions on top. Last fall I had 
more bees to put In than I had cush­
ions for, and I used the honey board. 
Invariably my bees came out with the 
honey board equally as good as those 

Iruth the cushions with no ventilation 
I whatever In the top. The front of my 
Ihlve Is something the same as the 
iLangstroth, only It has 7-°ths of an 
I Inch In front left open for ventilation. 
[Wouldn't It be advisable for me to take

off the honey board and bore a hole In 
the top of It, and put a little wire 
cloth over It? I haven't put my bees 
In winter quarters yet. Furthermore, I 
put In 76 colonies last winter—I think 
It was on the 20th November—and they 
were In the cellar five months and 
nearly a half, and I brought out 75.

Mr. Hall—And you are not satisfied 
with that?

Mr. Chadwick—Yes.
Mr. Hall—Keep at It, man. Don't ask 

advice from these fellows that don’t 
succeed.

I have over 200 stock of bees, and 
there Is not a cloth on one of them; 
there has not been for six years. I 
have 192 colonies; I lost two, and am 
satisfied with that.

Mr. Chadwick—For the summer sea­
son I have a cap that goes over the 
honey board, with a galvanized top In 
a framework, and it Is possibly two 
Inches above the honey board. I leave 
that off.

Mr. Hurley—Last fall, after I had 
treated my bees for foul brood, they 
were wreak ; they were all fed
with sugar, and they had no
honey only what I fed them. I put 
them In drygoods boxes ; I left the 
honey board on top; I used no cloth; 
I covered them with shavings aboot 
six to eight inches and they came out 
in the spring alive without a bit of 
mildew and as dry us could be.

Mr. Slbbald—My Idea of ventilation 
In the hive Is something like this, If 
our cellar or our packing case will keep 
the temperature high enough the bees 
will throw off moisture at the entrance 
all right, but If the temperature gets 
too low either In the cellar or outside 
we ought to have some upward ven­
tilation so that It will pass off that 
way and be absorbed; put something 
over the top to take the moisture. You 
wont find any trouble with a good cel­
lar and a good top board, and I do not 
think you will find any trouble outside; 
the heat of that colony at the entrance
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Wall melt away everything; not even 
snow will stay there. An hour or after 
a snow storm the front will be open. 
The weaker the colony and the lower 
the temperature the more danger.

Mr. Helse—I think Mr. Sibbald has 
struck the vital point. I believe my 
loss was from that very cause. The 
temperature got very low and It con­
tinued there for weeks and weeks at 
a time and there wasn’t sufficient heat. 
The bees couldn’t generate sufficient 
heat to dispel the moisture and the re­
sult was their vitality was so reduced 
that while they came out clean and 
fine In the spring yet all of a sudden 
they went to pieces.

Mr. McEvoy—Did you winter these 
outside ?

Mr. Heise—Yes.
Mr. McEvoy—Was that top fast on 

the brood chamber ?
Mr. Heise—It was simply sitting on 

the rabbit on top of the rim. I use 
a hive for wintering outside without 
any packing whatever at the bottom 
or sides, but I have abundance of 
leaves on top; and while I have win­
tered successfully In those hives for 
a number of years I am ready to ad­
mit that In a winter like last that hive 
Is not sufficient. I have yet In my yard 
possibly about Ae\en or eight sawdust- 
packed hives that came through with­
out a loss, while In the others I sus­
tained a loss of about 40 per cent.

Mr. Purvis—Dp damp cellars have 
anything to do with loss of bees over 
that of dry cellars ?

Mr. Holterman—The more moisture 
there Is In the atmosphere the greater 
necessity of having higher tempera­
ture. The next thing a great many 
people make a mistake about Is what 
they call a moist cellar. There may be 
moisture In parts of the cellar and 
yet the atmosphere not so very moist. 
One danger In connection with low 
temperature Is condensation of mois­
ture on the walls Instead of passing oft

through a proper channel of ventila­
tion. It stays there and the atm >s- 
phere stays moist.

Last year we tried' some stocks leav­
ing the cover on. and that Is flve- 
elghths Inch wood and a galvanized 
top; we set them up at the back so that 
they had ventilation, too. Those 
stocks seemed to winter with perfect 
success In the cellar and I have almost 
decided to put all in the cellar next 
winter leaving the cover on.

Mr. Purvis—And give no ventilation 
at all ?

Mr. Holtermann—Not from the top.

Mr. Chadwick—My ventilation to the 
bees Is all In front. I have a founda­
tion five Inches from the cellar bottom. 
I put down the first five then the next 
on top of the honey boards of the one 
below, five feet deep. I have a room 
about twelve by sixteen feet that I 
expect this year to put 100 In. Last 
year I had a chain pump log with a 
hole of about an Inch and a half. I 
had that extending from the cellar 
through the window and outdoors; all 
around It at the window was thor­
oughly packed with sand and loam. 
The Saturday before Easter I got a 
three-inch pipe to go through there.
I thought probably they would require 
more air In the cellar. I govern that 
from the outside; if It is extremely 
cold I shut It up tight from the out­
ride. Would a three-inch bore be 
sufficient in ventilating a cellar out 
through the window that way ?.

Mr. Holtermann—Our cellar Is spe­
cially built and there are no opening* I 
in It as there are generally. The wall 
Is not built tight and the ventilator I 
runs about 100 feet, eight feet under I 

ground, it enters a central chamber, 
from which It is distributed and the! 

cellar can be heated when necessary, 
by means of a stove which stands In I 
this central chamber. If you have tali-1 
en your bees out of winter quarters! 
without signs of breeding then I would!
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say never mind what anybody else 
does, go on and do It In that way.

Mr. Pettit—Mr. Holtermann and I 
tried the same experiment, without 
consulting each other. My usual me­
thod has been to have a chaff cushion 
on top of the hive. I use white duck 
for a cloth. I turn the edge of this 
back a few Inches and put common 
cotton over that space. That allows 
upward ventilation through the chaff 
cushion. Every hive has that and 
they are piled up In the same way Mr. 
Chadwick mentioned. Besides this 
they are raised up at the back off the 
bottom board three-eighths of an Inch, 
which gives free ventilation at the bot­
tom and this small amount of upward 
ventilation through the cushion. Last 
winter I tried several hives with the 
cover clamped on tight. The cover was 
three-eighths of an Inch of board and 
half an Inch of felt paper and painted 
cotton over the top, which I consider 
made a warm and practically air-tight 
cover, so that the top of the hive was 
practically alr-tlght, but It had the 
bottom ventilation all round. The hives 
I put In that way came out fully as 
well, If not a little better, than those 
that had the upward ventilation. The 
temperature In the cellar ran from 38 
In extremely cold weather, to 42.

Mr. Hall—Our temperature In the 
cellar runs from 44 to 48, and I winter 
them without top at all and It doesn't 
seem to make any difference.

Mr. Darling—I have been In Mr. 
Hall’s cellar and I think he has one of 
the best-ventilated cellars I ever saw. 
I don't think there Is very much vari­
ation of temperature. I used to use 
sawdust cushions, and I was very par­
ticular to get very fine sawdust. I 
used common factory cotton to make the 
tick of, and I was very particular not 
to have any propolis sheets on and I 
was careful In other ways. I found If 
I laid a piece of lath on top of that 

[cushion there was a wet streak about

the width and length of that lath all 
the way on the cushion. About three 
years ago I was not able to put the 
bees away myself and I got a pretty 
strong man to carry them In, there 
was a storm likely to come on and 
they went In In a hurry; I thought I 
would get them straightened up after­
wards. We got about half of the hives 
put away, and the other half were 
carried In and 1 Intended to put them 
on the racks afterwards which I have 
up from the floor nearly the height of 
these chair bottoms, so that they might 
not be In the way of the bad air. The 
hives were piled up one on 'op of the 
other, three or four high. It trans­
pired that It was along In the winter 
before I was able to touch them. I 
had examined them three or four times 
without disturbing them at all, and 
they were getting along so nicely I 
thought I would leave them alone. I 
left them there till spring and took 
them out, and some of the best col­
onies that went out of that cellar went 
out of those piles that had been set 
right on the floor, and It wasn’t the 
top ones either. There Is not a cushion 
on my bees to-day. I put them away 
last week. I have left the propolis 
sheets on some of them; I have put 
a nice seven-eighths Inch cover laid 
on top, on others I have just picked 
up any stray piece of board 1 had and 
laid on until every hive has a board 
on top of that sheet. Those hives that 
came through successfully last win­
ter were covered up In the same way. 
Unless something changes me I don’t 
think I will ever make another cushion.

Do not pound a tin pan when the 
bees swarm. It may Injure the pan, 
and does no good, unless it may be to 
let your neighbors know your bees 
are swarming.—Modern Parmer.

Canadian Bee Journal and The 
Weekly Sun (Toronto) clubbed, one 
Xf«sr, for $1.75.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
One of the most favorable symptoms 

we have noticed of the growth of in­
telligent bee-keeping is the increased 
interest that is being taken in local 
Associations. The Provincial Associa­
tion has in these affiliated societies a 
valuable and fruitful field for work­
ing out many of the problems of the 
industry, if properly handled.

+
We had the pleasure of attending the 

Middlesex County Association meeting 
on May 6th at London.. Reports there 
of wintering were good and prospects 
for the season caid to be very favor­
able. The president, Mr. R. H. Smith, 
gave a sketch of his visit to Jamaica, 
and his bee-keeping experiences there, 
which was very interesting. He also 
exhibited samples of the famous log­
wood honey.

+
Brant County Association meeting, 

May 23rd, was favored with a visit 
from Mr. Wm. McEvoy, Woodburn; 
Mr. F. A. Gemmell, London; Mr. James 
Armstrong, Cheapside; Mr. Jacob Al- 
paugh, Galt, and Mr. Morley Pettit, 
Belmont. A very helpful time was 
spent discussing subjects of bee-keep­
ing. Judicious, stimulative feeding in 
spring was favored by most of those 
present. Mr. Alpaugh gave his exper­
ience of supplying artificial pollan. 
Discussion showed that a deficiency in 
pollan was often a great drawback to 
brood rearing in early spring.

Under the title of “Producing both 
comb and extracted honey from the 
same super,” Mr. E. D. Townsend of 
Remus, Mich., contributes a seasonable 
and very valuable article for comb 
honey producers, in "Gleanings in Bee 
Culture.” The value of the system 
described, to our mind, consists not so 
much in the possibility of producing 
comb and extracted honey in the same 
super, as its advantages in inducing 
the bees to work in the sections. The 
principal objection to raising comb 
honey has been the difficulty of getting 
the bees to enter the section super. 
They will sulk and hang out in front 
of the hive, and often swarm rather 
than enter the sections, and any plan 
that will overcome this will be hailed 
with delight by the comb honey pro­
ducer. Mr. E. D. Townsend gives the 
credit of the origin of the system to 
Mr. C. H. Townsend of Otsego, Mich., 
which is as follows :

In arranging the super, use two su­
per springs to each super, one at each 
end; and when I speak of extractlng- 
combs I mean those that are white and 
nice—no brood ever raised In them. 
The first super given each colony at 
the approach of the honey-flow Is ar­
ranged with one shallow extracting- 
comb at each side, and one In the cen­
tre; the rest of the super is filled with 
dealt sections, with full sheets of foun­
dation; then when this super is partly 
filled with honey, the usual time for 
giving a second super, in fact, all the 
supers given after the first are placed 
under the previous one, and are always | 
arranged with one comb at each out­
side of the super

Now, when we guess we shall need I 
only one more super to hold the rest I 
of the honey-flow, a super of all drawn | 
combs is given on top.

Doesn’t it begin to appear to you I 
that there are great possibilities for| 
this system in the future ? Mr. Town­
send claims for this system much morel 
comb honey, and quite a quanti ;y of| 
the finest grade of extracted pei col­
ony.

The great point in favor of this sys-l 
tern is the stimulus the extracting-! 
combs give a colony, causing them tol
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go above immediately, aa soon as there 
is Just a little honey In the field; 
thus the brood nest Is kept In almost 
the same condition that Is secured In 
the production of extracted honey, this 
causing very much less swarming, and 
keeps the colony In that condition so 
essential to the best results In honey 
production. Then the bait-comb nuis­
ance Is done away with. This In It­
self is enough to make It worth while 
to adopt this new system.

Mr. Townsend uses a closed-end ex- 
traetlng-frame that fits his super. Any 
one can figure out the size and thick­
ness of frame that will fit his super; 
but \»e prefer 1 3-4 Inch spacing In 
our e tractlng operations, but of course 
ther< are no separators used In them. 
If separators are Uaed. as would be 
likely In a comb-honey super, 1 7-8 
or perhaps 2 leches from centre to 
centre would be nèarer right. Likely 
the width of one's super would deter- 

| mine to quite an extent the spacing 
he would have to adopt. Make them 
fit your super. Isn't this a grand 
idea, this using an extracting-comb In 
the outside of each super, making this 
part of the super that Is usually fin­
ished last the first that Is commenced 
with this condition secured. Is there 
any question In the mind of the ex- 

! perienced comb-honey producer that 
I the rest of the super containing sec- 
I lions will be drawn out with aston- 
lishing rapidity, thus securing that Ideal 
I finish so much sought after, and here- 
Itnfore secured in only a lavish honey- 
lilow ? I predict a great future for 
|thls system.

We would like to have this thor- 
ioughly tested and reported upon with- 
lin the next few months, for the bene- 
Ifit of readers of the C. B. J. Editor 
|Root, of "Gleanings," commenting fav­
orably on the scheme, suggests that it 
[can easily be carried out by appliances 
»hieh bee-keepers have already on 
hand, for instance a sectionholder 
bould be readily made into an extract­
ing frame by nailing in a top bar be­
tween the two ends, so that it would 
tome flush with the top of the ends. 
From this top bar might hang a full 
Iheet of foundation, one could even put 
lences on either side. After the honey 
)rop cut out the comb as so much

chunk honey, or better perhaps ex­
tract and save the empty comb for 
bait on the Townsend plan for the fol­
lowing season.

*
HOSHAL'S SYSTEM—AN EXPERI­

ENCE.
Editor Canadian Bee Journal :

Dear Sir,—Np doubt there are a 
great many beginners _a bee-keeping 
who have read Mr. Hoshal’s address In 
your 'Journal. I will add a little of 
my experience for their Information. 
He says (page 61) "You raise the cover 
and a few puffs from the smoker will 
send the queen down out of the upper 
Into the lower case, then place a queen 
excluder between." I have tried this 
with two-story, eight-frame L hives, 
and In every Instance It started 
swarming In a few days. If a case of 
empty combs Is placed between the two 
parts of the brood nest they will still 
act the same. I find It better to place 
the top story on the bottom board and 
the lower on top with a queen ex­
cluder on that, this will send what 
honey there Is Into the extracting 
tombs, but these stocks are hard to 
handle for a beginner with eight-frame 
L hives. I find a colony that fills that 
size will give a very good crop of 
honey. My season lasts about from 
June 10 or 12 until July 15 or 20, so 
suppose my bees requires about the 
same treatment as Mr. Hoshal’s.

Another matter—How many of us 
have had our home market for honey 
literally killed by corn syrup, 20 lbs. 
for a dollar? Can the O.B.K.A. not 
do something to persuade the govern­
ment to have this stuff sold under Its 
proper name—glucose—as has been 
done with artificial butter ? If we 
could have this done we would not 
have so much difficulty In finding de­
mand for our honey C. B.

Lanark Co.

Canadian Bee Journal, two years' 
subscription, $1.50.
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Finding Queen Cells Without Opening 
Hives.

Some Urne ago Editor Hutchinson, in 
the "Bee-keepers' Review," stated that 
a bee-keeper in New York state had a 
plan of detecting when queen cells 
were started Jn a hive without going 
to the trouble of opening the hive or 
moving frames. The discoverer of the 
plan refused to give the secret to the 
fraternity without remuneration, and 
Editor Hutchinson asked for a number 
of bee-keepers to forward a dollar each 
and If enough money was raised, the 
plan would be published in the "Re­
view." Nothing further has been heard 
of the plan, and we have been won­
dering if the hive-tipping clamp writ­
ten of in May "Review" is the plan 
before referred to. Clamps are so con­
structed us to hold supers fast to the 
hive body, then a lever Is attached and 
the hive is tipped up from the bottom 
board, allowing the apiarist to "squint” 
up among the combs and see If any 
queen cells are started. Suppose it 
would work all right with small hives 
run for comb honey, but with my 
"barns," with extracting supers on, 
block and tackle would have to accom­
pany the outfit.
Unripe Honey—A Dealer’s Opinion,
Glad to note that that extensive 

honey handler of Chicago, Mr. R. A. 
Barnett, in no uncertain tones con­
demns the practice of putting unripe 
honey on the markets. In an interest­
ing article in "Gleanings In Bee Cul­
ture,” among other things, he says that 
the green stuff has done more than all 
other things combined to kill the ex­
tracted honey market. Surely it Is

time for the “green goods" man to call 
a halt.

Jottings From the Apiary.
Having Just finished clipping over 

200 queens, a few remarks as to how to 
do it may not be out of place. Previous 
to this season have been used to catch­
ing queens with right hand, transfer­
ring to left and then clipping the 
wings with the scissors. This plan has 
the objection of sometimes causing the 
bees to ball the qqeen, as I found out 
lost year with at least two good queens. 
During the winter I read of sortie one 
who clipped the queen on the comb 
without touching her with the fingers 
at all. When I first tried the plan, 11 
thought It simply impossible but nfmr I 
a little practice came to the conclusion I 
that 1t Is the plan par excellence, hold I 
the comb with the left hand and with ;i I 
small pair of scissors In the right catch I 
the wing or wings, and the Job Is done I 
without the queen or bees hardly being I 
aware of the fact. Re the advisability I 
of clipping, believe It would pay some I 
bee-keepers If they were forced to I 
practice clipping; at least one thorough I 
examination of the brood chamber III 
made each year, and foul brood Is null 
likely to make such headway as it does| 
in some cases I have known where 
the hives were hardly ever opened.
Shall We Kill Off Queens When Two| 

Years Old?
A difficult question to answer. Al 

one yard queens of ml ages were left! 
and nearly all are In first-class condll 
tlon. At the other two yards, in like 
condition last fall, Just 12 per cent ol 
the queens fa'led this spring. Soml 
one says "Spring dwindling." No; th| 
bees are mostly in good condition, 
goodly number, although In big hived 
are storing In supers from apple bloil 
soms. As to ages of queens, am rel 
minded that I have a Carnlolan uueel 
that Is six years old this summer, anl 
Is now at the head of a rousing cnlonl 
A year ago. when clipping, th< hi\|
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was marked "Old, falling queen," and 
naturally expected she would be super­
seded during the honey flow. Imagine 
our surprise at finding her still on duty 
this spring. She Is very decrepit, and 
hardly looks like a queen, being barely 
able to walk; nevertheless, the colony 
Is strong enough to store from apple 
bloom, Said hive is only equal to 12 
Quinby frames, with super of like ca­
pacity. Wonder if It would not be a 
good thing to breed from a queen like 
that? If there Is any virtue In longev­
ity her stock ought to fill the bill.

A Visit to Victoria Co.
It was our privilege to spend the 

Easter holidays In the splendid bee­
keeping districts of Mariposa township 
and town of Lindsay. This part of the 
country Is unique In the fact that It 
la a splendid alslke district, as well as 
a fair buckwheat section. A combin­
ation which very rarely exists. Lest 

| some might think of moving there al­
low me to say that there are already 

I there probably more bees to the square 
mile than In any other county In On- 

ltarlo. Victoria association held their 
annual meeting on Good Friday In 

I Little Britain. There was a fair at­
tendance and much Interest taken In 

Ithe discussions, considerable time be- 
llng given to the “unripe honey" ques­
tion. Bees have wintered well up 
there and prospects are of the bright­
est for a good crop of honey.

We spent the following Saturday vis- 
fling the veteran bee-keeper, Mr. Storer 
of Lindsay. Mr. Storer runs some 
fOO colonies bringing them all home to 
rlnter In the cellar. On tne day of 
»y visit he had 60 colonies In the cel­
er yet, which appeared to be In splen- 
|14 condition, In fact they were so 
julet that one had to listen closely to 
fear the very low hum they were mak- 
ng Of the 160 taken out of the cel- 

nearly all appeared to be In ex­
tent shape. Mr. Storer uses the 
fulnby frame, has an Inch hole bored
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through the front of every hive, about 
the centre, and leaves this open for cel­
lar or outdoor wintering. Mr. Storer 
was for a number of years foreman In 
the G. T. R. shops at Lindsay, be­
ing a thorough mechanic In every 
sense of the word. Knowing this, we 
naturally expected to find a pretty 
neat outfit. Needless to say, we were 
not disappointed, and from what we 
saw would place Mr. Stover among the 
first list of Ontario honey producer). 
Let me whisper that, while somewhat 
of a bungler myself, we do like to run 
across nicely conducted apiaries, so 
of a necessity my advice to others will 
always have to be rather "to do as I 
say not as I do."

A Correction.
In April "Notes," page 92, don't know 

who Is at fault, the printer or myself, 
but that senseless phrase at the bot­
tom of the pages will nevertheless 
stand correction. It should read; "Mr. 
Dadant says do not overboil and Mr. 
Townsend says don't boll." Presume It 
would be quite a Job to render wax 
without "melting" It

A Peculiar Season for the Bees.
Spring with us has been cold and 

backward, and at this date (May -1) 
cherries, plums and apples are all In 
bloom at once—something that has 
never come under our notice before. 
Clover Is correspondingly late, and 
with bees ready for business we are 
not yet feeling "blue" as to prospects 
for a honey crop. As “there Is many 
a slip 'twlxt cup and lip," will defer 
sending In crop reports until a later 
date,

York Co., Ont.

Do not get the notion that bee­
keeping Is a good thing for the lazy 
man or woman, or for one who has 
made a failure of everything else. 
You cannot sit at your desk1 with a 
telephone near at hand and keep be»s 
like some men run their business, by 
proxy.
Modern Farmer,
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MAKING PROFITABLE INCREASE 
AND CONTROLLING 

SWARMING.
(By E. W. Alexander, N. Y.)

This subject has received perhaps as 
much thought and study as any other 
one thing connected with bee-keeping, 
and I will try to show that with pro­
per management, you can have two 
colonies, each nearly equal to what the 
mother colony would have been, for 
the clover harvest, If not divided, and 
fully equal for a later harvest.

In calling your attention to this mat­
ter I take it for granted that you keep 
bees (like myself) for the purpose of 
making the most money out of them 
that you can, regardless of Increase or 
the number of colonies you may have. 
Simply make what Increase will add to 
your present season's crop of honey. 
In the first place, let me Impress upon 
your mind the Importance of doing 
everything In your power, not only to 
build up all your colonies as strong In 
bees as you can after taking them from 
their winter quarters, but to keep them 
In that condition to the end of the 
season; for without strong colonies we 
cannot expect much surplus. As the 
day Is now past when natural swarm­
ing is desired by any progressive bee­
keeper we will turn our attention to 
some practical way of making artificial 
Increase.

The most common way of doing this 
is either forming nuclei and afterward 
building them up Into strong colonies, 
or dividing a strong colony at 
once by putting a greater part of the 
bees with their queen Into an empty 
hive on the old stand, and setting the 
old hive containing the brood away 
some distance In a new place. Each 
of these methods has some serious 
faults. The nucleus method usually 

requires so much time that frequent­

ly the best part of the harvest is past 
before they are In a condition to take 
advantage of It. They also require 
much work and attention; and the 
other way of dividing the strong col­
ony Is all wrong In every respect. I 
think I hear some of you say, "Yes, 
but that Is about the same as natural 
swarming, only the old hive Is set on 
a new stand." I will admit It Is some­
thing the same, though not half sn 
good; for in natural swarming, the old 
hive on Its old stand retains a part of I 
Its working force, and matures all Its j 
brood; whereas, if divided, as Is fre­
quently done after its queen and most I 
of its working force are left on the 
old stand, and It finds Itself in a new 
place without its queen, the greater I 
part of the bees that have ever been 
out to fly will return to the old stand I 
and Join the swarm, leaving the old I 
hive with all its brood in a deserted I 
condition Then the few remaining I 
bees will destroy every egg and nearly I 
all the uncapped larvae. Here you I 
lose enough brood, many times, to| 
make nearly a swarm.

After studying on this subject fori 
many years, and trying everything 11 
could think of to prevent this loss ofl 
brood In making our Increase, and all 
the same time avoid the loss of valu-l 
able time fn fussing with nuclei, and! 
at all times keeping every colony IrJ 
good condition to take advantage oj 
any unexpected harvest that migh| 
come, I hit on what I consider the mo«| 
practical way of making Increase 
anything I have ever tried or heard ol|
It is this ;

Go to the colony you wish to divide! 
lift It from Its stand, and put In 111 
place a hive containing frames of romj 
or foundation the same as you woull 
put the swarm In, providing it had Jusl 
swarmed. Now remove the ventrl 
comb from your empty hive and put l|
Its place a frame of brood, either froi 
the hive you wish to divide or soml
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other colony that can spate one, and 
be sure you find the queen and put 
her on this frame of brood In the new 
hive. Now put a queen-excluding 
honey-board on top of this hew hive 
that contains the queen and frame of 
brood with their empty combs; then 
set your full queenless colony on top 
of the excluder; put the empty comb 
or frame cf foundation wherever you 
got your frame of brood and close un 
the hives except the entrance. Now 
leave them about ten or eleven days 
in this shape, during which time the 
queen will get a fine lot of brood start­
ed in the lower hive, and every egg 
and particle of larva that was in the 
old hive on ton will have matured so 
it will be capped over and saved ; then 
separate them putting the old hive on 
n new stand. It will then be full of 
mostly young bees and capped brood, 
and In about 24 hours they will ac­
cept a ripe cell, a virgin, or a laying 
queen, as they will realize that they 
are hopelessly queenless. I would ad­
vise you to give them a laying queen, 
as I never like to keep my full colon­
ies a day longer without a queen than 
1 ran help. In this way you have two 
strong colonies from one. as you have 
ret lost a particle of brood or checked 

I the laying of your queen; and with me 
| it almost wholly prevents swarming. 

[This Is the way we have made our tn- 
Icrease for several years and we like 
lit much better than anything else we 
I have ever tried. In doing so you keep 
lull your colonies strong during the 
(whole somme»-. and it is the strong 
lidlonles that count In giving us our 

surplus. The mere fact of having a 
(lute number of co'onles does not am­

ount to much unless they are strong In 
and well cared for at all times. 

This is a fact that many have sadly 
Iverlooked; and when the season 
Iornes to a close, giving them a small 

surplus, they feel disappointed, and lay 
I'li' fault on many things that have

had but litle to do with their failure.
In making your Increase In the above 

way your new swarm on the old stand 
Is In fine shape for a clamp of sections, 
as It has a large working force backed 
up by having Its hive nearly full of 
brood, and but little honey, as the bees 
have been In the habit of storing their 
honey In the old hive that was on top, 
so they will soon go to work In the 
sections and have no notion of swarm­
ing. Then the old hive that has been 
set away can usually spare 16 or 20 
pounds of honey, which can be taken 
with the extractor, giving Its new 
queen plenty of room to lay, and In a 
short time will be one of your best 
colonies, and also have no desire to 
swarm Now, if you have dorçe your 
duty by your bees since taking them 
from their winter quarters you can 
have two good strong colonies in the 
place of one, ready to commence work 
on your clover harvest, which here 
commences about June 15.

From an extensive experience along 
this line I find I can get nearly twice 
the amount of surplus by dividing as 
above stated, over what I was able to 
acquire either by letting them go un­
divided or dividing in a way that caus­
ed the loss of a greater part of their 
brood. This losing of brood we must 
guard against at all times, If we ex­
pect to secure a fine surplus. It costs 
both time and honey to produce it, and 
it is the principal factor in obtaining 
those strong colonies that gives us tons 
of honey

Far too many bee-keepers think that 
the value of their apiary consists In 
the number of colonies they keep. This 
is so only to a certain extent; for It 
you had 1,000 colonies, and they were 
all weak in bees, so they would give 
you no surplus, they would not be 
worth as much as one good strong col­
ony that would give you two or three 
hundred pounds of honey.

Several years ago one of my sons
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bought nine colonies of bees In com­
mon box hives about the first of June. 
He brought them home and transferred 
them at once to movable-frame hives, 
and In about three weeks divided them, 
making 20 colonies of the nine he 
bought, using some queen-cells I had 
on hand for his surplus colonies. He 
then attended to those 20 colonies so 
they were all strong at the commence­
ment of our buckwheat harvest. I then 
lent him 20 hives of empty combs to 
put on top of his colonies to extract 
from. He took 2849 pounds of extract­
ed honey from those nine colonies and 
their Increase, and left them In good 
condition, so every one came out the 
next spring In fine order. Another son, 
the same season took one colony, di­
vided Into three, and received 347 lbs. 
extracted honey. They also came 
through the following winter In good 
condition.

I speak of these cases simply to show 
that It Is not necessary to keep hun­
dreds of colonies In order to get a little 
honey. If you will only keep strong 
colonies, and give them the best of 
cure, you will soon find both pleasure 
and profit In bee-keeping.

—Gleanings In Bee Culture.

THE GERMAN WAX PRESS.
In the "Lelpziger Blenen-Zeltung” 

Is asked and asnwered a question 
which shows thnt the thought of some 
of the German bee-keepers Is running 
In a direction the same as some of our 
own.

Question—Is It possibly profitable, 
when one Is rendering wax through the 
steam wax press to boll the comb In 
a large kettle before turning them Into 
the press.

Answer—I do not think that the 
above method has any manifest ad­
vantage. If the wax press Is consider­
ed In a rational way It Is not necessary. 
The steam will plentifully melt all the 
wax so there will be no loss. Of course, 
we at once admit that If the comb Is 
heated before putting Into the press a 
large quantity can be pressed at a

time. But when one counts the time 
and lnconvenlem e of such a previous 
cooking It Is less trouble to heat thv 
comb In the steam press. It also ap 
pears to me that one may get less wax 
by previous boding, as In the larger 
quantity there Is greater likelihood of 
the material forming In lumps or balls. ' 

I would strongly favor previous 
melting, life Is too short for me to melt 
the comb In the German wax press, 
and if by any means the pressure is 
applied before the comb has been 
melted there Is great delay waiting fur 
the steam to penetrate the now soliU- 
pressed mass.

1

THE HONEY PRODUCERS’ LEAGUE |
Editor Canadian Bee Journal:

In the April 16th number of “Glean­
ings” I see that what is called “The I 
Honey Producers' League” has been I 
formed on the other side. In the centre 
of the preamble a paragraph reads as 
follows: ”A large share of last year s I 
honey crop is still unsold, while trie I 
market is practically dead, as is easily [ 
shown by reference to the market re-1 
ports. The crop of the coming sensual 
will soon be here, and should It prove I 
a bountiful one, with last year's crop I 
still unsold, where will prices go then?! 
We may as well face the situation] 
squarely. Then comes the all-import-1 
ant question: "What shall we do abuui] 
it?" This Is really a deplorable situa-l 
tion for the bee-keepers of the Unite.l| 
States to find themselves In.

1 see that W. Z. Hutchinson has heenl 
appointed secretary. A tew years ugul 
he was advising bee-keepers througlil 
hts paper to "keep mure colonies.” Thill 
along with a few other things, of minu.T 
Import, has, no doubt, brought a bond 
the present state of affairs In his eoun-l 
try. I took exception to his udv.cef 
over a year ago, in the columns 01 th 
Canadian Bee Journal, and 1 notice 
some other bee-keepers on the oinerl 
side did also, in the American bev pa-j 
pers. 1 have no fault to find with ihi] 
new organization, and hope It will be 1 
long time before a similar one will 
needed in Canada.

Bees have wintered fairly well In thlij 
locality, with one or two except Ion 
where they did not get the proper card 
The spring has been cold and hack! 
ward so far and will cause some s|irln| 
dwindling.

W. H. K1RIIY,
Oshawa, April 24, 1905.

to, II
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|The Honey Producers'
>1

League
Prospectus and Constitution

A crisis has been reached In bee- 
|keeping. The time ’is now here when 

e-keepers must band together, as 
tiever before, fight ait Insidious foe, 

'UE Ind cope with the conditions of modern 
limes. In short, the wide-spread Ignor­
ance regarding the value of honey as a 
lood (Its dellclousnehs, cheapness and 
Digestibility), coupled with an almost 
universal belief 4n Its adulteration, 
k’hlch belief is fostered by the con­
tinued publication of untruthful stories 
Icncernlng bo-called manufactured 
pmb honey, to which may be added 
he fact that cheap syrups are being 
lushed upon the market with great 
hgor—all these combined are depress- 
Bg the honey market beyond all prece­
pt; and, unless something Is done to 
kunteract these influences, our occu- 
Btton, or, at least, a good share of Its 
lofltabletiess, will soon be gone.
|A large share of last year's honey 
up Is still unsold, while the market

1s practically dead, as is easily shown 
by reference to the market reports. 
The crop of the coming season will 
soon be here,. and, should It prove a 
bountiful one, with last year's crop still 
unsold, where will prices go then? We 
may as well face the situation squarely. 
Then comes t,he all-important question, 
What shall we do about It?

Three or four of us began recently to 
discuss this question, privately, by 
mall, and we decided to act promptly, 
to the extent of summoning (some by 
telephone and telegraph) to a confer­
ence In Chicago some eight or ten rep­
resentative manufacturers, dealers, 
publishers and honey-producers. As a 
result such a meeting was held March 
14th and 15th, the whole two days 
being occupied In forming an organiza­
tion, and 1n discussing ways and means 
whereby said organization can Increase 
the demand for honey.

The first step was the drafting of a 
constitution, which reads as follows:

Constitution

lY,

| Art. I—Npme and headquarters, 
jîeç. 1—The name of this organize- 
In shall .be “The Honey Producers' 
|ague.“

Its headquarters shall be Chi­
ll, III.

Art. II—Objects.
|ts objects shall be to trente a larger 

«land for honey by popularizing Its 
among the consuming public 

jough advertising Ih newspapers and 
|gazlnes Its great value as a food, 

1 by such other methods as may be 
Isldered advisable by the Executive 
prd. Also by publication of facts 

îernlng the production of honey to

counteract any misrepresentation of 
the same.

Art. Ill—Membership and Dues. 
Sec. 1—Any bee-keeper may become a 

member by paying to the Manager an 
annual fee of $1 for each 20 (or frac­
tion of 20) colonies of bees (spring 
count) he owns or operates.

-lee. 2—Any honey dealer, bee-sup­
ply dt 1er, bee-supply manufacturer, 
bee-paper publisher, or any other firm 
or Individual, may become a member on 
the annual payment of a fee of $10, In­
creased by one-fifth of one (1) per cent 
of his or its capital used In the allied 
Interests of bee-keeping.
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Sec. 3—The annual dues shall be 
payable In advance, on or before May 
1 of each year.

Sec. 4—Membership shall cease when 
dues are In arrears three months.

Art. IV—Executive Board...........
Sec. 1—An Executive Board consist­

ing of seven members shall be elected 
by mail ballot annually in the month 
of March (after the first election), the 
ballots to be sent to the membership 
between March 1 and 6, the polls to be 
closed at noon April 1. They shall be 
the seven members receiving the highest 
number of votes cast. In case of a 
tie-vote the other members of the 
Board shall decide it.

Sec. 2—The votes shall be mailed to 
the Secretary, who, with another mem­
ber to be selected by the balance of the 
Executive Board, shall together count 
the votes and certify the result to the 
Manager, who shall then forward cop­
ies of the same to the United tales bee- 
papers for publication, and also give 
same In his annual report.

Sec. 3—The Executive Board shall 
have the general management of the 
League, and shall elect from their 
number the officers named In Article 
V, Sec. 1, who shall execute the orders 
of the Board, and hold their several 
offices until their successors are elected 
and qualified

Sec. 4—The Executive Board shall 
meet annually, on the third Wednesday 
In April, in Chicago, for the election of 
officers, and for the transaction of such 
other business as may regularly come 
before It.

Sec. 5—Special meetings of the Ex­
ecutive Board shall be held when called 
by the President upon request of three 
or more memlers of the Board.

Art. V—Officers.
Sec. 1—The officers shall be a Presi­

dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Trea­
surer and Manager.

Sec. 2—The duties of the President 
aid Vice-President shall be such as 
usually devolve upon these officers.

Sec. 3—The duties of the Secretary

shall be to keep a record of the meet - I 
Ings of the Executive Board, and to I 
count the ballots of all votes of the f 
membership, as provided by Art. IV, I 
Sec. 2, the result of wit ch he is to for-1 
ward at once to the Manager.

Sec. 4—The Treasurer shall keep a| 
record of all moneys received from thel 
Manager, giving his receipt therefor; | 
and he shall pay out funds only 
bills approved as per Sec. 6 of tli.s| 
article.

Sec. 5—The duties of the Mana-erl 
shall be to conduct the actual buslin I 
of the League as directed by the fix-1 
ecutlve Board ; to keep a list of thel 
membership; to account for all moneysf 
received, and turn same over to thel 
Treasurer, taking his receipt therefor I 
to prepare and mail hi March of eucb| 
year, to the membership, an annu l 
report containing a financial statemi'iiij 
and such other matters as would bo 
Interest to all concerned, Including , I 
ballots and amendments; and tq issui 
orders on the Treasurer for payment oI 
all bills, when countersigned by t | 
President.

Sec. 6—The Treasurer and MmigeJ 
shall each furnish such bond as shnj 
be satisfactory to the Executive BonriJ 

Art. VI—Selarles and Expenses.
Sec. 1—No salary shall be paid ini 

officer of th’s League, but the aotui 
expense of holding meetings of the Kxl 
ecutlve Board (when they deem sucf 
necessary) shall be paid from the gei| 
eral expense-fund.

Sec. 2—There shall be an allownn| 
of live (6) per cerft of the cash receipl 
to cover all general expenses, 'such i 
printing, meetings of the Executil 
Board, etc., the remaining nlnet.v-lll 
(95) per cent te be applied oa t| 
advertising proper.

Art. VII—Amendments.
This Constitution* mail be amca-il 

by a two-thirds vote of the memlcrshf 
at any regular election, provided sul 
proposed amendment be first sub nlltl 
to the Executive Board and approv| 
by 1L

Minutes of First Meeting
Dr. C. C. Miller, W. Z. Hutrihsl 
Arthur L. Boyden, George W Yol

A temporary organization was effect­
ed and • the foregoing Constitution 
adopted, when, upon motion of Ralph C. P. Dadant, N. E. France and ileoi 
XV. Boyden, the following members C. Lewis, 
were elepted as an Executive Board: A permanent organization vins il
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tli.fl

formed, and the following officers el­
ected: President, Dr. C. C. Miller;
Vice-President, George C. Lewis; Sec­
retary, W. Z. Hutchinson; Treasurer, 
Arthur L. Hoyden ; Manager, George 
W. York.

Before adjourning It was resolved to 
do no general advertising until there

Is at least 16,000 in the hands of the 
Treasurer ; the Manager was Instructed 
to take the necessary steps for securing 
the Incorporation of the League; and 
the Secretary and Manager were ap­
pointed a committee to prepare the 
necessary literature for use In solicit­
ing membership.

Some Questions Answered

a «

While the Constitution quite clearly 
outlines the alms and objects of the 
League, a few questions will naturally 

| spring to the lips of one who contem­
plates Joining Its ranks, hence It may 

I be well to answer In advance as many 
I as possible of them.

Naturally, the first question asked 
will be; "Why form a new organiza­
tion, when the constitution of the Na­
tional allows the use of Its funds for 
such work?” Principally, because the 
National has not enough money at Its 
command to do the work effectively, 
and it could not raise enough without a 
change In Its Constitution, as, at pres­
ent, only one extra assessment of 11.00 
per member can be made each year, 
while the work of advertising, to be
effective, requires thousands of dollars 
at once.

Perhapà some will ask why the mat-

I
ter was not discussed In advance in the 
bee-papers, and a public meeting call­
ed. Why was the matter kept quiet, 
and thp work done with apparent se­
crecy? It was done so quickly, simply 
Ito save time. When the true situation 
Md fairly dawned upon the three or 

who were first discussing the 
natter. It became equally apparent that

t
pnly by the most prompt and active 

ork could anything be done that 
ould help the sale of the last year’s 
oney crop before the coming of this 

par's crop.
Some may wonder why the members

[
'f the Executive Board were all chosen 
K> near Chicago. They were thus cho­

sen that they might quickly and cheap­
ly attend Board meetings. Should 
an Important question requiring Im­
mediate action come up, telegrams sent 
every member In the afternoon would 
enable them to be In Chicago the next 
morning. If any mistake has been 
made In the choice of officers, It can 
be corrected at the next election. As it 
Is, however, It Is doubtful If a set of 
officers can be chosen who would have 
more completely at heart the success 
of the undertaking. Besides this, they 
are all friendly to one another, and will 
work harmoniously as a unit.

It may be asked why no salaries are 
paid the officers. If these men are 
willing to give so freely of their money, 
they should be equally willing to give 
their time; besides, If they were paid 
salaries, many might be Inclined to 
look upon the whole thing as a scheme 
on the part of the officers to put money 
Into their own pockets. As It Is,these 
men are really putting In their time, 
money, and energies, expecting no re­
ward except such as will come to them 
from the Improved conditions of bee 
culture. Only as honey-producers aie 
benefited, will any benefit come to 
manufacturers, dealers and publishers, 
yet a heavier burden Is placed upon 
them than upon the actual honey-pro­
ducer. The contributions of the Board- 
members alone will reach nearly 11,000.

Every one will, of course, be Inter­
ested In knowing what forms of adver­
tising will be adopted. Mainly that of 
advertising in the dally papers and
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magazines. (No advertising will be 
done In the bee journals, as that would 
be simply a waste of money.) Prob­
ably the first feature will be that of 
killing, or removing, the false beliefs 
regarding the manufacture of artificial 
comb honey. Large space, perhaps 
one-fourth, or one-eighth page, will be 
used In leading dallies, a large heading 
reading something as follows:

$10,000 FORFEITED I
Then will follow an explanation and 

refutation of the matter, and the offer 
of $10,000 as a forfeit to any one who 
can show a sample of comb honey that 
has been produced artificially. Of 
course, care will be taken to word the 
offer properly, so that no technical ad­
vantage may be taken. The bee talent 
of the country will be employed in pre­
paring and placing the advertising. 
Many papers that publish these adver­
tisements will probably be willing also 
to publish articles on bee-keeping 
written with a view to Increasing the 
demand for honey. Possibly firms that 
print "patent Insides” for other news­
papers may be Induced to use such 
articles.

At fairs and exhibitions, It may be 
advisable to have educational honey 
exhibits, together with the distribution 
of suitable literature. Possibly It may 
be well to put stereoptlcon lecturers In 
the field; but, as has already been sta­
ted. newspaper advertising will be the 
main feature.

An Encouraging Incident.
Let me tell Just one little incident: 

On the train while going home from 
the meeting, I fell to talking with a 
young man who occupied the seat with 
me. As we became somewhat acquaint­
ed I told him of the object of my trip 
to Chicago, going Suaiewhat Into de­
tail. In reply he said, In substance:

“At our home we are fond of biscuit 
and pancakes, with honey qr maple 
syrup. We send down to. Vermont, to 
an acquaintance, to get the maple sy­

rup, as that is the only way we can 
feel certain we are getting the pure 
article. We don’t buy honey very of­
ten, because, while I had never heaid 
how the story started, az you explain 
It. I had been led to believe that a gond 
share, even of comb honey, was manu­
factured stuff (mostly paraffine and 
glucose), and I didn't care to eat It. I 
am very glad to have met you and to 
have It proved to me so conclusively 
that I can eat comb honey, and feel 
that It Is the genuine article."

Friends, there are millions of men 
and women Just exactly like my chancei 
acquaintance, and, In the language of 
the street, It Is “up to urj" to convince 
them of the error of thtlr belief. If we 
could Induce one million of them to 
step into the groceries to-morrow and 
each buy a pound of honey, what do I 
you suppoe would happen?

This is the work for us to do, and ill 
Is the most Important work that has I 
been taken up in our line in many a I 
long year. Every other Industry ill 
pushing its products upon the marketsl 
by every means imaginable; are we tol 
sit supinely down and let ignorance! 
misrepresentation," and business-r .er-l 
prise push our product off the trth l 
See how1' neb and unknown thli ,a are 
pushed to the front by the force <f id8 
vertlslng; let us not lag behind, bul 
use this new force In modern buslneee 
—advertising— to push our deltcloufl 
product into the position It so rkhl]l 
deserves. ‘ * 1

Just a parting word : Don’t wait w 
“see how It is going to turn out." tH 
others are putting lit their time anfl 
money for the good of the cause—(■ 
accomplish something that will hele 
you—meet them half way. Join hand® 
with them, do It promptly and sucl 
cess Is assured. > 8

. W. Z. HUÎv IINSON, ■ 
Flint, Mich, Secri-tar*

Address all business correspondent* 
membership dues, etc., to the Manage! 
George W. York, 334 Dearborn Stfl 
Chicago, 111, 8


