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Armstrong, B. C.,
. . April 20th, 1917
To the
Honorable Members of the House of Commons
and
Senate of the Dominion of Canada.
Honorable Sirs,

l h(' ac \,U”]l)dnyi"g Cl)”&‘.‘[)nl\dt‘l\ft’, ilnd (llarg(‘S, l"ulJlf l.("r:in(!“
ing conditions on our Reserves, here in B. C., is placed before you
for your consideration, “our last” possible plea for fair play and
justice, fromthe acts of the officials of the Department of Indian affaire,
the men rcsp\\nsiblc for the conduct of affairs, under your aull\mix_\'.
These charges, with the correspendence, with the Department of
Indian affairs for the past twelve months, will, we are sure, fully
explain our reason for the unusual action, in placing them before the
House of Commons and Senate for their consideration, and our hope
that a strict enquiry shall be ordered into all charges as here laid, by
a Commission or Judge apart from the jurisdiction of the Department
of Indian affairs.

Presented on behalf of and by request of these people by their
Secretary. -

J. H. CHRISTIE,
’ Armstrong, B. C.







Okanagan LR.
Head of Lake, B.C
Sth May, 1616,

Hon. W. .. Roche,
Supt. General,
Indinn Affairs,
Ottawa.

(v that  serious trouble  will
vesult in the Dand here should In-
spector Megraw persist in his  pres-
ent course of action regarding  the
venting a portion of our reserve here
Lnown as  Alexander  Ranch. The
Inspector insists that the Band has
vented this ranch to one Dr. Hender-
son and the Band insists that they
have no  knowledge of this beyond
the statement of the Inspector and
this ~ Henderson,  with a  general
knowledge that this Henderson and
\le
neetion  with some  deal Honderson
laimed to have made with Alexand-
er in connection with the Ranch.

wnder had some trouble in con-

Alexander being a Nicola Indians not
Okanagan and having no rights  in
this Band. The later part of April
it was reported to me that White
men Germans were plowing on this

place. [ instructed the reserve po-
liceman to stop any whitemen at
work there and to place a notice to
that effect on the place. This  was
done and later this notice was torn
down and work was resumed, 1
went to the ranch accompanied by
{our members of the band and order-
ed the men found there at work to
stop work and leave the reserve,

On the 4th of May Inspector Me-
yraw, Dr. Henderson, with Jamie
\ntons as interpreter motored to
my place. Major Megraw told me to
come with him to show Henderson
apost that he might know where
the line was, 1 told Megrin that 1
had stopped Henderson from taking
that place and would not go with
him. Megraw told me to suit my-
telf if I wanted to go or not. I told
Megraw I had  sent my policeman
to notify my people to come and talk
over the Alexander place. Then the
Inspector told me he would give me
five minutes to decide, if T went

with  them or not; if 1 didn't go
with  them he would bring a con-
stable irom town and arvest me. 1
toXl him 1 did not think they could
arrest me if 1 was doing what  was
right onmy reserve. I told him,
“You yourself, Major Megraw, told
me not to take anybody's word for
ansthing; if Mr. Brown tells you
anything that is not right, don't lis-
t.a to him or anybody else, to suit
myself e iything that was  right
on my reserve.'

Then he told me that Henderson
and some of the Indians had agrecd

to rent the place to Mr. Henderson,
that they had written to the Gov-

ernment about it, and the govern-

ment had given cansent,

I told him  that 1 knew rothing
about ir; that 1 had asked  our
Agent, Mr. Brown, and many of the
Indians, who Kknow nothing ahout it.
or told me that 1
did not know as much as 5 block of

wood, that a bloek of wooud would

Then our Inspee

mathe @ better chief than  myself. 1
told Lim that

was chif  then  you white people

a block of  wood

couldl suit yourselves ahout  every-
thing that was wrong, but when 1
am chief T will not allow you to do
anvthing that isn't right on this
veserve. He then told me that Hen
e

Alexander pla

rROn Was Ko to work on the

ard for me not to
wterfere with him again. T told
Bim not to send this man Hendersen
to the place agnin, “If he goes to
work again T will stop him. We
don’t want him to vent the ploce.”
Thev said no more and . went  away
| ater they returned to my  place
when Megraw asked me where Sey-
more was. [ told him he went to
inforin the people that we were to
have a meeting. He asked me what
husiness I had to send for Pere Ma-
chelle. T told him he could find out
it he wvas present at our meeting
He again  told me that Henderson
was going  to work the Alexander
place again. T told him it he did
that he would lose all the tools that
he would take on the place.

Then he told me that T had a rope







wd

around my neek lots of times. There
lots of things that Idid not

W
do right. T told him t
tried to do what was right

This is the facts of the trouble re-
warding the question of renting  this
land to this man Tenderson, as far
as we know by Inspector Megraw,
and [ am  remyg

I always

ning in my house
waiting .the arrival of the constable
to arrest me for doing what T and

my people believe to be my duty.
Any enquiries by the Supt.
al will establish my rights in

matter, asking your assistance for
right and justice in this case and
protection from an  injustice  from
aceredited  agents of the Domvnion.
Yours very respectfully,
Chiel Okanagan Band,
Casto Louie,
Flease address veply
e-0 J. H. Christie,
R. R. No. 1,
Armstrong, F.C

(Night Lettergram)

Hon. W..J. Roche,
Supt. Gen'l Indian Afairs,
Ottawa,
Trouble over rventing Alexander
Ranch, Okanagan LR. Band r
fuses t ) acknowledge right of Inspe

tor Megraw to rent to one Hender-
son. Inspecfor insists and threatens
imprisonment of Chief for having
stopped work by Germans ploughing.
employed by Henderson. Stuy: ac-
tion by Inspector until receipt of
letter mailed today.
Chief Casto Louie,
Vernon, B, C., July 5, 1916.
Gasto Louie, Fsq..
Head of the Lake
Sir,
It is my duty to inform you that
vou are no longer Chief of the Okan-
wan Band of Indians, because you

leserve,

have been deposed,

I therefore warn you that you are
not to attempt to exercise any of
the powers or duties of Chief from
this date. I am awaiting further n-
structions from Ottawa before cail-
ing a mecting of the Band, Mean-

while | shall appoint one or more
constables on the Peserve who will
take their orders from me and from
no one else, until such  time as  a
new Chiel will have been cleeted and
contirmed in his  office by the De-
partment of Indian wilajes,
Your obedient servant,

R. Megraw,

Inspector of Indian Agencies

Vernon, B.C., July 12, 1916

To tinsto Louis, Esq.,

Head of the ¢ Reserve.
Dear  Sir,

This is  to notify yoy to deliver

over to Jimmy  Antoine  or  Jaek
Bonneau,  the of the 1 and

any other property of the Band that

may have come into vour possession
or care during the time that you
were chief of the Okanagan and

Your obedient sevvant,

A. Megraw,
Inspector of Indian Agencies

Armstror B, Aug. 24, 1914
Ths Deputy,

Minister Indian Afairs,

Ottawa, Canada

Sir

R~ Horse - Stealing Case of J
ine Fdwards and Jimmy Log d
Wik

Thix matter was b re
M wn, Indian Ag at a
meeting in Vernon or 16th.,

hen 1 was informed by the agent
rhat he had received instruetions for

Insvector Megraw not  ta  interd

in this ease, as it had already
rveferred to Ottawa.
Mrs. Bdwards desires me to  for-

ward ta the Department her state
ment of the ease to date, to await a
reasonable time any  deecision of
vour department, before taking legal

action to recover her horses stolen

from the range here on the TIndian
Poserve, The faets are as follows
Horses  stolen are  colts raised
from stock willed to her by her hus-
hand at his death, some twelve yeors
sines,  Her hushand had worked and
ived several colts ‘n  payment

rec

“or handling and . branding berd  of







horses, property of Aunt, the woman
now dead, who they say, claimed

colts, Johony [sage, alive here, did

receive a like  number of colts, for
assisting  Fdward  to handle and
hrand same  herd of  horses. The
\unt never claimed interest in any
t«. On death ofi Fdward, one,

iny Martin, grandson of the Aunt
took charge of the herd of horses,
some 6 to 100 head cstimates) or a
lot of horses, that this Johny got
away with, or stole, the last hoof
of the Band. That this Johay with
ig Annie, wife of Jimmie

a woman

claimed that the aunt when

claimed  these horses.

partics asked the chiel Lame

¢ these horses for them, that

vomajority of  the Coundil  was
weainst taking the horses, that  one
Bono, a Nicholo  Tudian, intruder
urged the chief to take the horses
Chief then agveed they could take
two colts. Mrs, Edwards was given

deal,

Fdwards refused to anv suel
wppealed to agent and 1
protect her stoek, ata
ne on the Heserve t

endorsed this strietly

procecding, and annouped the
t}

settled. At this meeting there was
no pretence of trial, inspector simy
Iv ashed chiel, and chief said he had
settled by giving Annie ard  Jobny
two ecolts. Mrs, Fdwards was give

no opportunity to deferd her rivht

or was asked a question, bLut

lutely refused to give up the horses
After this meeting Jimmy Logan,

Annie, stole two

by order of his w
colts from the open range. Mrs. Fd-

vards eallsl upon J, H, Christie for

advice, and he, from her statement

e of

ind his personal knowl
cumstances, informed her that

horses had been sto

nd arrang

n,

to accompany her to the Inspector's
office.  Mr. Christie laid oIl frets
befare the Tnsvector, and asked that
the matter should be hrourht Fefore
the Band at a oublic meeting of the
Band. with ti

¢ agent present  to
nreside at enauirv, This renuest the
Inspector emphatically  refused  on

the ground that he had told the chief
he had settled it, “it was  settl-
el.” No plea, that the whole mat-
ter was illegal, that he, the inspec-

tor was deiiberately  encouraging
horse  stealing, had  effect. My
Christie informed Mrs. Fdwards in
the presence of the Inspector, that
her horses had been stolen, and  the
Insveetor vefused to interfere, henee
her only remedy was to lay  charge
of horse stealing aainst the parties
coneerned. Mrs, Kdwards  irformed

the Provincial pol
erred to I
don

e; understand, re

cctor and  nothing

Comments of the Band

of  the

Logan's  own

¢ stolen
e« of Mrs lwards at
demise of Aunt, was gencrous to

fanlt, That Mrs. Edwards has

wssession of one of the ani
Is and will hold it to a te ol
1

I his  matte vour Inspector's
o [ et vietl st

ir deal betwoen thise partios
he prominent persons in this case
lac 0, an ntrading  Tndian
v Nichlo, a continvous source of
trouble on the reserve, inopen e
olt th chief; Inspector's protege

d conlidant

amorous  character

was married  to

vgood man at Summerland, deseris

ushand and family, to follow
tions an Okanagon Reserve, Delies

nt, and Provineial police to ' re

ove her from Reserve to return to
her family, lusband as o vesult
commits  suicide, and family  dis
perses, marties Jimmy [ ogan
sant, atant, theeatens to kil
il opposed, and tries to dominate
serve. Doastiully declares open
meeting, that officinls of  D.purt
ment must comply with her wishes
Inspector quotes this character %

an example to women of the vesery

Mrs. Josephine Edwards is prepar-

h state

ed to support and prove e







ment made, and confidently  awaits

reply
I beg to remain,
Your obedient servant,
See. O.LRDLL

Armstrong, B.C., Aug. 24
. Roche,
Minister of Indian Affairs,
Sir,
I
to the letter head, to read, the Ok

rmit me to call your attenticn

anagan Indian Rights' Defenee
1
sponsible head of the Dept. of In
dian Afairs, thefuct that any nec
essity for the formation  of  any

we. | presume, that as the 1e

wld  exist, will come to

omewhar in the manner of &«
o To the Honorable Minister,

to quote a member of the op
or endenvoring to conduc
faitly ecnseier
ed for any such

ur native tol

places  them

ler the fostering care of yowr

somewhat on the method
ious or otherwise, of vour conduct

of the affairs of your department’

PPardon me, if 1 remind you of  the

fact that from your s in the
Hou f Comy 5 ¢ Lo (ue
M Oliver Iy

of one, Chie

Baptiste Logan, the appointment of
SUCCESSOr, one Lame [Pierre

sion and
our replies, if not, you have the

evidence of the records within reach

Would the statement publicly ex
ressod, catse you any surprise, that
sach and every answer to the ques
tion isked  you on that oceasion

were in letter, word and senterce

one continuous tissue of untruths
The Hon. Senator, Jas. Lougheed,
in replv to Senator Bostock's (ues
tious of same date, did by the same
replics, place himself in  the same
vosition as yourself. A creditable

2

performance  indeed, for the two
Hon Ministers of the Government
of the Dominion. I am fully aware
of the faet that you but repeated
statements compiled for you by the
ofticials of vour Department. This
by no means negatives the fact that
statements, the antithesis of faets
should he utteeed by any public man

t working metheds  of

o imvorian department

That you ean personally assume

responsibility for the langu you

cd on that oecasion, or  that you
can possbly allow the matter to
vass without the strietest investiga

to any honest

tiion, is unthinka
nan or that ar ndividual  con
corned, should eseape vour wrath

l.ot me assure vou that the deposi

( Bay e, wi T
toi eloct f CCesSOT; W
ilinir an act of injustice  as
ever perpetrated  upon de
coluss people rineipled
fliv v department
0O mioreunatel till enjoys the
salary fror
d y oth \
| wd b o lieti
¢ calling your atten
this o \nei his

wentl pet f the ur 1
me t empl 1 the
« ol t for
nov of Chie "
v ¢ waeed |
n ny
Chief, Gast or t} 1
w nt ¢ it the chief is tl
nbl ¢ no
eredited official’s dominant i
and the right of these people for p
toction from  spoilat doever
criminal ! t the Peace
wert " bert Ve
I he ad At the eor
pondence with vour )
Tnspeetor has peremptori
el Gastor This exeoss «f putd
ority hy your Inspect the Chief

quietly and properly ienored, &8 you
veent, Mr, Neawn, has had ne ¢om

plaint to make acainst the Chief







The cause of the Inspector's action

lias to be looked for elsewhore, pos-
sibly the Chiel's eriminal action con-
sisted in his “having dared” tu ad-
dress to you a protest against  the
Inspector’'s  conduet in connectivn
with the Henderson lease niatter,

the last paragraph of which may ae-
count for his offending, which recds
“Any inguiries by the Supt. Cen
ral will establish my vight in the
matter, asking your assistunce for
vight and justice in this ease, ard
protection from the injustice of an
accredited ent from the Dominion,

May I remind you that this plea

or protection was as per  usual

ourse of y

Dent., quietly ignored

intil a peremptory demand for a re
ply  was  wired for, some three
of the

sam Your Department’s negligene

months after your reee

in this case, in combination with

our Inspector’s utter lack of know
edge of the Indian mind may lead

ou tn concludg

at the same ¢
bination is to be held responsitls for
of the Okan

the caliing intu being

wean Indian Right fence Leagu

lie obleet of the |

maintain their right to a fair ond
ust treatment of themselves as in-
dividuals or community, the right to

live in peace, a life

ree Irom exter
nal trouble, bickering  interference
rom intrusive half-breeds, criminal
nlduence, and foreign Indian intrud

ers on their reserve, and to main

tain the right to determine who arc

lawful members of the Band
The Hon. Minister will note that
the Defence  League is simply a

declara

n thatthe time has pass-
d for petitions, pravers
ests to al

ntly igr

W pro-

partment whic ersist-
They look “back on
d

whsolute eontrol of their affairs by

t

en ve trouble, bickerings

ntruders on their reserves, who are

individuals favored and consult-
1 by your aeeredited agents, ‘“‘that
the Okanagans, the owners of the
Rescrves, now clearly and definitely
place the matter before you and de-
mand that you do vour duty, clean
up this state of affairs, or they in

the name of their league, shall take

the necessary legal steps to main-
tain the right to live, the protee-
tion of law, and to improve their
condition."

The, League awaits your every con-
sideration, and a prompt reply, I am

Your obedient nt,
Sec. O.L.R.D.1,

Armstrong, B.C., Aug. 24.
The Deputy,
Supt. General Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Canada.
Sir,

The Chief,

ston Louis, of the
zan Band of Indians, Okan-
B.C., requests a thorough  in-

into the matter of the Her

the authority for the

Department’s action in  grantinge

Megraw

That the Department shall  term

cancel and vefute any  elaims

That the Department shall sceure

Henderson adequate compensa
tion for such time as he has been in
pos on of t! lunds

Comment

That a rental $150 per  annum

for some 300 of agricult
land, with sev thousand  acres
of range land, is legalized theft

The Band will not tolerate  Hend

ercon’s presence on the Reserve

vour reply, Theg to re-

Your obedient servant

O.LR.D.IL.

strong, B.C., Aug

Sunt. Gener n Affairs

Ottawa, Canada

Nir

W re srmied that the CN.R
Railway \ claim they  have
purchased a Hight-of-Way for con

of a Kailway through our

Chief  and Band. desive

Popartment furnish  our
Seerctary with full particulars re







Zardi any deals  with this con a t d d
r such of-Way author teports to tment
grant ame, monies 1 por om g eir legally a {

amount and how distribute

edible Lame Picrre

ndividual names ar ounts paid imendable 1o every wish
¥y reason for eon g this trans wliticul appointee, whose pr
fre the Band, copy of any > [ [ 1 position he filled as
f Inspector or Agent in wir | ke had
conneetion with this Railway Right ween proved gu of “having at
of-Way tempted  the spoilation of the peo
Awaiting your reply, I am, ple’” whom he then was granteh the
Vour obedient servant, privilegze of guard by a commis
See. O.LR.D.L ion authorized by your artment
I well-founaed  fear
Armstron B.C., Aug. 24 that des r¢
i put of their Chief, on
General Indian Affairs, them the man Harris hic
awa, Canada hom  eve of
b Hand crus u
( ( i he Banc Johny Nic
equests from the t methods  ad
lana of the { ontod by T z M w does ne
n aw, and auth t i 1 13
de ok t (
s ' 1 ¢ :
| 1 de d
wsition ( e Okana \l on 1 ¢
wn Band ( u ood « (
I hi t 1 ¢
¢ B
he ( | Band | < % ;
hey | compla ( Ind to cast an vot
k e ( the Lasr = ol
Band t ¢ th 4]
oed ( «
¢t ( ( 1«
1 lgment
pose e [ IH} ] hmit d | the ¢o
The 1 I
\ '
la
1 See. O.LRD
The Bar Night Lettengram)
Y \ ng, | Sept. 5, 191¢
rese S (
\ A\ In¢ \ ;K AV
I 1 lut Ch d | O
ind the work on ¢ wn Indians ot meet Inspeet
with the aid of eve ntruder or Megraw or Brown at any
lien half-brecds and Indians, the of any husiness with
rposition of thair then Chief iffairs of Band v i
iste Logan, and 2y sheer force cf vestigate affairs







conduet of agent and inspector. Ag-
ent ignores promise to meet Band
for important resolutions. Inspector
discredited,  Reply any communica
tions J. H. Christie, O.LR.D.L.
Chief Gaston Louis and Band.
per J. H. Christie.

(Night Lettergram)
Ottawa, Ont., Aug. 9th, 1916.
J. H. Christie,
See, Indian Defence L
Armstrong, B.
Replying to your telegram of Tth
wsking reply to letter of May fith

ague,

in  Henderson lease matter. Would
vefer you to inspector Megraw who
has instructions.
J. D. McLean

Armstrong, B.C
Indian  Departme
msg from J. H. Ch
e represents. Accept no further

wont  pay

or Indians

collect messages
Ottawa, Ont., Sept. 6th
! Armstrong, B.C., Sept. 1

The Honorahle
Sir Wilired Laurier,
Nttawa, Ont
Dear Sir and Honored Leader,

You will pardon the liherty of ad
dressine you on  behalf of a  mwuch
troubled, officially bedeviled hand of
untortured natives, to wit, the Ok
wmaean Band of Tndians, Oks 3
B.C. These people, but a remnant

of alarge tribe, have committed the

an,

heinous erime of being in possession

of some 30,000 odd acres of land,

ited for the most part in  the
vicinity of Vernon, B.C. This land
known as the Head of the Take Re-
serve, has for vears past, been in-
fested with all manner of stray hu-
man drift, from the U.8., other re-
serves of B.C'. Indians, half-breeds
from the U. 8. with reecords that

should have called for their deporta-

tion from the countiy.
These intruders, battering upon
the rightful owners of these lands,
aggressively asserting their pres-
ate and

ence, are assuming to dic
control the general affairs of the
Band, with the open aid and con-

sent of the officials, entrusted with
their affairs,

These worries, caused from the
presence of human drift among the
Okanagans, has been for years, an
ever Ppresent source of irritation,
nard to bear, and kick- or complain
as they might, there has been no
redress. The limit of their endur-
ance in the last straw as laid
upon these people, when their in-
spector  undertook to foree upon
their reserve, one Dr. Henderson
Vetevinary Surgeon, the gentleman
v connection  with the

mentioned |
Vancouver  Ilorse Purchasing En-

quiry.

»«d to have

This gentleman profe
leased a  portion of the Okanagan
Reserve, some one to two thousand
aeres from one, Alexander, a Nich-
olo  Indian, for a period of five
vears with an annual rental of one

lars (8150)

hundred  and filt d

forcing  this

This arbitrary action,
man and this lease, was stubbornly
cted to by the Chief and  Band

per corre spondence Dept.)
te a  number of Germun, alien

efemy, were employed in cultivation

s land, and other portions of

erve, A number of these peo-

L

ple wers ordered from the Reserve
b the Chicf, These people have re-
turned to resunie work by order of

Inspector and policemen sent

e to see that they were not i

terfered with, Germans, alien ene
my protected by law, trespassing
on Indian property, despite their
earnest protest

wle  asked

At thisstage, these p
that I <hould loy the matter lefor
the Dept. ot Ottawa. T complicd
and forwarded same on May 5. This
communication was, as ver usual
ignored, until three months later, 1
forwarded by wire, a peremptory de-
mand for a repl A reply was re

er'ved by W the Tnspector had

his instructions

On July 5th, the Chief received a
notifieation from the Inspector that
he was no longer chief of the band,
he had been  deposed.” No
igned, and no com-

cause  was ass







a

plaint made, presumedly for his op-

posing  this “leinous Lease' and
the presence of these alien enemy of
our Dominion, on the reserve. The
Chief ignores the Inspector's auth-
ority, and the Band supports him

A Right-of-Way for the C.N.R. has
been bought and paid for, through
the Reserve. The whole deal
been kept secret from the Band
some four thousand two hundred

and

and nineteen dollars is said to have
been distributed to the Indians from
this money “Right-of-Way  Pur
\I'..I»('\.”

Now, dear sir, can you eredit the
statement that not one dollar of
this money is known to have been

paid to an Okanagan Indian, a leg:
member of the Band, while it is com
mon knowledge that large sums
flave been paid to two or three men
Nicholo and Shuswap Indians, who
have no right to same. Now this
statement is true to the best of my
knowledze and belief

The Chief and Okanagan Band hav
through me, notified the Department
that thev will not receive or meet
either their agent or Inspector. And
they demand a full and thorough in
m into the affairs of the

vestig:
Band. The Department, so far, has
Cireum

ignored  their  request

stances considered, there is nothirg

unreasonable in their request
And we believe, Sir Wilfred, that
vou should | terest yourseli so fay

as to aslc the Department for a eopy
of all corre
n  connection with these

pondence, wires ard

ch

rees
people,  their pleas for fair play
simply justice, their right to live

tion of the losv  from as

the pro!
saults  against their liberties and
peace, vou will see why they ask
thair legal guardians for that which
the Depurtment is denying them
The honor of the DNominion demands
that no Denartment of our Govern-
ment shall deny the right for appeal
for fair treatment acainst the wn-
inet. acts of anv official,  resu™irg
either through ienorance or intent.
We are assured that such a re-
quest from the Departnient would

guarantee an end to all strife and a
thorough cleaning-up of their affairs
and their Reserve.

With good wishes for your Life,
Health and Happiness, I am,

Your obedient servant,
J. H. Christie,
(Telegram)
Armstrong, B.C., Sept. 19, 1916
Auditor General,
Ottawa,

Your report 1915 shows Okanagan
Band account, as Long Lake, Duck
Lake, Westbank, all Okanagan Band
Reserves. Why four accounts? K
plain. Mail copy Part H. Last Re-
port

J. . Christie,
See. O.LR.D.L.
(Telegram)
Armstrong, B.C., Sept. 19, 1916
Deputy Minister,
Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
\uditor )
v Band account, Long lLake,
t , Duck Lake. Why four s
counts for one Band? Please explain

General's report  »h

w o return mail,
H. Christie,
See. O.LR.D.L

Summerland, B.C., Oct. 5
I. II. Christie, Esq.,
Armstrong, B.C
Sir,
With refercnce to your telogram
isking the reason why the account

}

of the Okanagan | I was  divided

into four pccounts. I may say that
it  was only when payments  wire
made  which affected  the difirent
small reserves that such action was
taken. And T am instructed to ad-
vise you that if the Indians interest-
ed so desire, on my recommendaticn
the aceounts can be consolidated in-

to one.

Your obedient servant
J. Robert Brown,
Armstrong, B.C., Oet. 10, 1616,
The Hon.

Sir Robert 1. Borden,

remier,







The House, Ottawa, Can.
iear Sir,

The subject matter of this letter
may appear to you to be out of
place, but as all the short ¢comings
of petty officials in all Departments
of your Government evidently fall
upon your shoulders, you have con-
siderable personal interest in same.

I take the liberty of forwurding
vou, under separate cover, a vopy of
ch  on Indian Afairs in B.C.,
t refers to present ¢ nditions,
also, copy of letter to Dpucy Gonar-
ul Tndian Affairs, which explains it-
self.

These people but ash the Depart-
ment to investigate affairs on  the
Reserve, the removal of all eriminal
hal-breeds, and alien Indians intrud-
ing on the Reserve with other tres-
passers, the conduet of officials  in

velation to the affairs, and relicd
from intolerable conditsons. A per-
feotly legitimate and reasonable re-
quest

Personally, 1 am sorry to trespass
on vour va'uable time, and to  fur
ther add to your burden of work,
bt the question is a serious matter,
to this hand of ignorant Iedians

Again 1 am sorry that T have not
written you before on this subject,
as I am aware that a suggestion
from you might have prevented the
Nepartment from making a  mount-
ain out of a mole-hill."

Dear Sir, not for a moment do 1
wish to aprear under  fulse cclors,

wd
polit

ymizing  Sir Wilfreid as my
1 chief, Thad asked h'm to
assist me in seewring a hearing  for
these people from the Department.
Tt has been intimated tha I im
tuated  only by political animus,

This charge, I absolutely deny  and
assure  you that my only aim and
desire is to secure, if possible, fcr
these people, who trust me, but fair
play -and a fair hearing, only what
they are entitled to and what simp-
lo justice demands.

Your department of Indian affairs
may have taken into consideration
the fact that I am reported a most

disagreeable character, actuated on-
Iy by the lowest motives. Personal-
ly I do not blame them, they have
had cause to hate me, and this you
may judge from the following fac

It has taken me thirty-seven days
to COMPEL the arrest of a brute,
who abducted and outraged an In-
dian child of eloven years of age.
So that from their point of view,
and o} the petty official, T am a
tough character indeed. To suggest
to the Dept. that the sooner they
grant these people their reasonable

vequest, and assure them of fair
play, just as soon will Tke in a
position, honorably, to resign my
cretary of their  De-
fence League, thus enabling me to

position as S

again offer my services as an experi-

enced soldier, to serve my - country

and its present need.
I remain, dear Sir,
Sincerely vours,

. Christie,

Armstrong, B.C,, Oect. 10, 1916,
The Hon Sir Wilived Laurier,
The House,
Ottawa.
Dear Sir Willred,
Dear Sie Willred, ¢
I have the honor of forwarding you
a copy of asketch on Indian affairs
in LC. This was published, g5 you
will see, sume years since. There |
still the same injustice which s« -
ulained of, and still the same indi=
ference shown regarding communica-
tions to the Dgps

rtment

To date, no answer huas beoen -
evived from the Departmont, as  a
promise of action on theiv part

I would much appreciate a epy of
the Royal Commission, Report cn
Indian affairs in B.C.

[ have just mailed Dr. Roche a
copy of Sketch, with request for an-

swer to our  request for investiga-

tion. Also, I am writing Sir Rob-
ert Borden on this matter,
Sincerely yours,
J. H. Christie,
See. O.LR.D.L.
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varded copy of y letter to th )\

seeretary, Department of Indian Af today, requesting me

fairs, Ottawa, priest that

Your obedient servant, her child to marry this fclloy

J. Robert Brown, that the marriage is simply de d
Indian Agent by this man Edwards to cover up his
cr 1l connectic witl
Armstrong, B.C., Oct. 28, 191 ca I n 1y that th pr
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Armstrong, B.C
C. Scott,
Deputy Supt

Nov. 3. 1016

General,
Indian Aflairs
Uttawa

Sir,

1 beg to enclose for your consider

ation, a declaration made by me ir

connection with a recent criminal
case « g person of an In
child of eleven years of age
You will have a fair idea, from the

ires, « the diligence wi
hich erimes against the wands of
par are prosecuted in

1. The letter to M

pal in ¢ f the Kamlooy
ling the arrang
\ ¢ the child of ¢k
e I opine wnd
Ind Departy t \
\ nerat ¢ wttalic
rvice t k can be
Is it § t your department
‘1
iild, purely for the purpe f
1-line ev
i D I
1 ¥
icular « me, I hope par
[ coy v
i ( d 8 SWOI |
Mr. Graham R
M rat i ¢
B.C., declared and sworn to |
A te ( g G
[ f 1 I own |
t the original statement
e child ven me, and ¢ !
d will Kindly return, re
such copies as you may de

+ will note that it requires very

strenuous measures to

compel the
Depart
being by no

protection

ment

of wards
in B.C., this

of your

means

Duncan

Dept

Ottawa,

b

my first experience

Yours respectfully,

J. H

Chr

ristie,

Armstrong, B

(
for t
ly worthl
«
1 |
t o flume
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I have to request that your I
partment will supply me with

nave

particulars they may

\is matter, and what action, if any

18 heen taken by the partment or

recover this water for

ple, or if any ar

it has been made in connec
tion with Gallatly. A rough sketch

of present canditions of the flume is

s respectfully

J. H. Christie

merland, DB.(
I v ested to b | I
[ d
.
n e {
1
t mat and whil
\ d (
onld th ¢
nent has app 1 ¢ de
rom th lian land
1oe1
( 1 s man, Gall Iy
A« the Chief, and members
Hand, residents on the reserve are
to recover the right to
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claim to take this wa
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t the of the Indi
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ish to be advised if the
e case have been laid Le
Jep went  or Inspector
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not been chiel of the Okanagan Bard

siote he was deposed lor incumpet

ence on June 6th, 1916, and no ap

pointment made by him is of an

clfect,

If you attempt to lay hands upon
or arrest any Indian you will te li
ault, No ap
pointment is to be recognized while

the Band is without a chief unless

able for action for ass

nfirmed by the Indian ageit or
mysell.

Your obedient servant

A. Megraw,

In«pector of Indian Agencics
Vernon, B.C., Nov. 25, 101(

Gasto Louis,

Head of the Lake Reserve

Lam informed that you still re

ard yourself

agan Band of Indians, although you
ve been tified by me that
o cea Chief of the Lbam
vhen t endent General de

ed you petence on June
oth, 1916

[a 1 1 are
nger chief and have no  pow t

Depactment rof Indian Affairs

awa, Canada

Band Penticten ye

rown phor

terday election  chief until in

struct from Ottonva, Band con

uence inimical Band  wel

fare only reason for dday. fReguests

Department notify agent and Band
definite date for election. Strict see-

recy votes cast. Knd suspicion, in
trigue, unrest. Wire reply prepaid if
necessary.
J. H. Christie
See. O.LR.D.L

Canada, Province of British C

umbia

In the matter of the Penticton In
dian Reserve, and in the matter of
the sale of a portion therecf at
Trout Creek.

We Puckley Peach and Cosmos

Saf, of Penticton Indian Reserve
Penticton, B.C., do solemnly deelare

iat we are members of the

Penticton R rve Band o
2. That Inspector Megrs
he | cton Indian 1|
¢ pose of taking A
t of land for
| 1 t Trout Creek
i the v fourteet
" thirt 0y
\ 1 e Band
t irrende
1at Gove I
t aind Wt (Giovernmen
1 the people v oted 1
he Government would n
i that  voted t
l it the Id te no mor
1bo it it w
¢e that meetin there
held
no m held
! e e, between the
d d i ent, Mr, Brow:
6 Tha \gent (
d t late Chief i
( t \ d, not a nher

\nd we make this solemn deelar

tic conscientiousl believing the

1 knowin i

and

and by virtue cf

e under  oat
(anada Fvidence Act

uckley 'each (x) his mark

Cosmos Sam (x) his mark

Alph lLouis, witness to signatures

of Puckley Peach and Cosmos Sam.







Declared
B.C this
1916. W. Clayton, Notary Public.

Penticton,
Novemter,

belore me at

5th day of

(Telegram)
Armstrong, B.C,, Dee, 6
Scott,

Indian Department,

1016

Duncan

Ottawa, Canada
Chief
tes, asks McKenna ample not

Accept thanks Band aj-

ication secretary arrival here. Sce

etary meet McKenna arrival Ver-
non, arrange procedure stinographor
veport proceedings.

J. H. Christic
December 6, 1016

Major Megraw,

ol ¢
Bard
1 cat
e Gastor :‘..‘ He
fthe Lake Reserve. Al verl
r the faet that he the ( f ad
) 1 | 1 et f Re «
¢ Department of Ind
Otta it Chief
Band (8] ira You 1 S
ote the Chief speaks
Okana lone ind docs not
elnde con erate herd of |
ruders who infest the K
s the O | r
it th h rither
st relat th v
artment otheial
ent had thor d
many compl;

ed hefore the Department
To date the Departn

Affairs has t

n no st

¢ many serious charges

heen made ag t vour conduct cf
the affairs of this Band
The Chief will advise you that ur

til these charges are ‘openly investi-

gated hy the Department or in ar
open court no communication

you as an official shall be received o

from

acknowledged

The subject matter of your letter
of th th ult., re the deposition of
Chief Gaston elaborated somewhat

on yvour previous letter on the

In your figst letter you per

sonally — imp vou had

nounced

1 d ( (
( eneth
} ur
1 1d between the Lid
\lesander
land from tl Nic¢ I
) th t
R
\ 1
dor Rane
condingl ra nt
noumn it the
f tior t 80¢ him
t iri 1ge Is terms U
As the ns opine, attii'y
o *hela common busiress
nse on the part of thy leeal oftici
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a's? This can hardly be the case as
you are fully aware that other od-
ments of this reserve in this v

are rented to others at iive to gevin
dodars and fifty cents per acre. Wiih
sthe  knowledge  of these faets on
whose  showiders  should full the
charge of incompetence, you as the
official who euforecd this outrage or
the chiei who so stoutly resisted the
imposition of the man, [enderson,
liolding this land?

Had the Supt. Gencral peen actu-

ated by any desirves'to do his duty in
safe-guarding the rvights of the Indi-
ans, for which duty he receives his
salary, he had exer ised his authoy-
ity in deposing officials that

PICis-
ed their authority  in acts inimical
to the well, of the people for

whom they are paid to protect, in
this he would have been well withi

his powers of oflice. 1 your state-
ment in your letter to the Chict i
not from the same weave as the 1

partment  reports  are made from,
that the Supt. Genoral had  deposal

the Chief shows an astonishivg iy
norance on the part of the Honour
!

Gentleman and an  equaily as

tonishing ignorarn

¢ on the part of an

Inspector of Ager .
Were you at il familiar with the
law  made and provided for

s

cases you should be aware

uld ¢

aware “that the Supt. General has

tlonourable Supt. Goneral sh

1t the power to depose an  Tudicn

Chiel”” If this is the only grounds

that the Chief Gaston isno  longer

Chief, you are wrong; he Gaston®

of the Gkanagan Band
ile  will exercise his authority

chic of this band, that he will ap

Louie is Cnie

point policemen for the maintenance
of the peace, law and order on the
reserve, that he will rceognize no po-
liec*man winted by you, that he
will weleome any clash of authority

that will lead to an open court  te
fore any Judge and jury for the trial
of any plaint you may feel called
upon to make, that the Band will
hold vou strietly responsible for any
disorder, lawlessness or crime, You
may encourage on the reserve,

In closing it is reiterated that the
Chief and Band repudiate you as an
official having any authority in their
alfairs or to have any power to inter-

fere in any manner with the busi-
ness of the Band, that is until such
time as all matters in dispute have
been satisfactorily scttled by the
Department  of Indian Affairs, re-
maining,

. Respeetfully, sir,

on Louie, Chief Ok-

wan Band, Per J. H. Christie.
See. O.LR.D.L.

Ottawa, Nov. 28, 1916.
J. 1L Christie, Esq.,
Armstrong, B.C

ht-letter
ith of Novem

your

matter

chuse ¢ ' sperimental

t Pentivton  Indi through Mr
1.\, Tait, of Spence’s Bridge, on
the ai Areil 1915; the Depart

t of Aegvieulture expropriated this

property under the 46th elavse of the
\et in ease you show'd not have by

ot g copy of the Indian Act, T am

1 have instructed Dr. J J. Me-
make a thorou investi
t of the O} Ageney  ard

bring to his

n; the investizaticn w!l te

under vath [am not sure when it
will be possible for Dr. MeKenna to

take this work, as he is at pre-

in some important du-
ies in Victoria but T donot think

t will he can take it
ap. T wired Mr. Brown, Indian Ag-

wrland, with  referone

¢ botore )

ent at S
to the election
Yours very truly,
Dunean €. Scott,
Deputy Sapt. General

Armstrong, B.C., Dee. 14, 1916,
Dincan ¢, Seott,
Daputy Supt. General Indian ARy
Ottawa, Canada
Sir,
Would you please have corics of all
reports  from ). R. Brown, ngent,







and also all reports of Inspector Me-
graw, in connection with the various
Railway Rights-oi-Way through the
Okanagan If R.; the Henderson lease
t Josephine Edwards Horse-
Case; the deposition of Chief Gast-
on Louie, the deposition of Chief

Paptiste Logan and election Pierre

. reports Is, the

gs in connec

regarding meet
ion  with Experimental Farm at
['rout Creek, Penticton Band; the
deflection of water from Westhank 1
., by one Gallatly; ull reperts re-

curaing personal character, moral or
ise by any local official of the
present secretary R. D. Le , T

other

quested on the ground that any mis-

epresentation can best be refuted

presence accused. Reports to beu
ed at investigation on the ground
espectiully,

J. HL Christie

At ong ( Dee, 22, 1914
I. MeKenna
Vietoria, 3.
I airs O (
cor I
I nterested who |
vat complaint i
I PUTPOSE
or ng with your 1 t «
ulate as speeific charg the
individually or colleetively as
with all  such ¥ the
matters may call l l
vised eir wi
Re Ok ageney aff I
connection with your of i
strietions T will  forward same  to

vou at as early adate a possit le,

with outline of what data may be

£

required, with names of witnesscs

iny, that ma !

poenaed

to be sul

Vours respectfully,
J. H. Christie
Vietoria, B.C., Dee. 15th, 1016
I. H. Christie, Esq.,
Armstrong, B.C.
Sir,

There have been referred to me
from the Department of Indian At
fairs at Ottawa certain files of pa-
pers on which are charges and com
plaints made by and through you us
to the conduct and management  of
Indian affairs in the Okanagan agen
cy. I have been instructed to make

an  examination into the aflairs o

ey, amd to hold an inquiry
into such charges as are laid

In virtue of the power ec

erred on
me by His Excellency the Governcr
General in Council, the inquiry will

be under oath; and, if neecssary, per

ons required as witnesses may L

immonad by subpoena, and the pro-
of papers and writings com
1
I have looked over th les rofer
tor nd lind that, in aceorc
¢y direetic 1o n S ¢
nl L ngu it the
¢l ou are taki the
d Pec what
A ! be
1y Ve an  op
port the Lot
charges and takit 'l nev
7 r @ NeCessar
1 d 1 however, to Legin
the enquiry eariy next vear nd te
I the Ind who wish tc

J. A, J. MeKenng,
Special Commissicner
I, S. This letter was dictated be-
fora your wire of the 12th instant
reacied me, but T think it answers
your inquiry J. A J MeK







[n the Dominion of Sanada,
Provinee of Dritish Columbia,
County of Yale

Mrs. Christina Ashton, of the

agan Indian Reserve, do  sol

emnly declare  that on

many occa
sions Thave heard Frank Godfrozn
say that he would kill, or do away
with one, James I1. Christie, known
to me. That about a month ago 1

s in Inspector Mograw's oflice

vernon, and I told Megraw that

Frank Godfrozen threater

ned to

wnd de away with Christie any time
he found him on the reser

that there would be no trouble about

rraw if he could  do

said that

body can do that

15 always making troubls
the Indians and he has no busj
on the R i
And 1 th |
e usl t to
¢ sam o (
oa d by f (
in Kvidence Act
M ( \shte
Declared r
t e P'r ¥ I B
k; § Lith d f N
T'. K. Smith, J.I
In the Domij inada
I Prov I 1 Colun
In the County of Yale,
I, James Harbold Christie, |
pector of Clinthill, in the Muricip.
ty of Spallumecheen, County of Yale
d olemnly declare that
1. On or about the end of A
William Madelin, of Salmor River
Tndi ( T
o R
n ne
2 it T notified J. R. Brown ot
Summerland, on September 1st

). That T phoned J. R. Brown at
Summerland on Sentember Fth

{. That T met Provineial Cen
stable on road on the 8th of Sert

ember, and gave him all infocrmaticn

18 In possessior

sce William and send

him to Enderby
5. Tha

t on thell
I wrote J. R. Brown

h of Septcmier
on the matter
with fuller information, and mailcd
copy of same to Constable at
by

6. That T cualled and
Rosoman,

Ender

gave N

Police Magistra

ticulars of case on September

request T sent Wil
ther of the C) 1

lay in

ormation before

m on Sept. 27th

on October

I sial "
ti ot : )
Mr. Rosoy
0. 0 B
diand (N |l
child’s det i
dward ted 1
t ¢ 1 med prople
¢ t te he t
nin the rond d
ha v ther action t Willian
Complainant 1 mysrl 1 the
v, od present condit
adm ition of Justice
B.C., is usole
And T make this s0l \
tion, conseis believine it tr
e true and Know that it is of the

same force and effect as il mede vn
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ies cach to M

t Brown and Mr
Inspector Mozra
Your obedient servant,
J. A. J. McKenna

oir,
i tr
n u reliable source, that
the past on, you have visited
Vernon, m report t i
nt on the Hendersor 1
tter, the cause of so much coy
nt rom the O 1 Bun
That ¢ [ ur report t
1ad assured t i
re
I I ¢
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1 views and
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chance for success, would place me

personally in & position Wwhere 1

could offer my service among those

people, unreservingly, to further

cause, and quoting your wire,
“imperial necessity imperative.”

[t has been determined by the
League, to have no further communi
cations with your Dept., but that T
should forward all ¢

arges and  cor-

respondence for the consideration of

House of Commons and Senate
This matter is strictly up to yeu,

v straight forward honest proposi

tion on my part, a way out for

vour department, and a clear cut

wosition to set me at liberty, to

ny service to take a hand in

the greater game of assisting to

strap the damnced Huns, Kindly
wire reply
Yours respectfully,
J. H. Christie,
(Telegram)
Ottawa, Feb, 24th, 101
I. H. Christie, Esq.,
Armstrong, B.C

i

Your letter 17th instant received

This department will not he drag

ned into making any investigation
owing to threats made by you but
will take such action as to com

plaints of Indians as it may con-

sider advisable

at the proper time
and place
D. C. Scott.
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