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Armstrong, B. C.,

, . April 20th, 1917

To the

Honorable Members of the House of Commons

Senate of the Dominion of Canada.

Honorable Sirs,

1 he accompanying correspondence, and charges, made regard

ing conditions on our Reserves, here in B. C., is placed before you 
for your consideration, "our last" possible plea for fair play and 

justice, from the acts of the officials of the Department of Indian affairs» 

the men responsible for the conduct of affairs, under your authority. 

These charges, with the correspondence, with the Department of 

Indian affairs for the past twelve months, will, we are sure, fully 

explain our reason for the unusual action, in placing them before the 

House of Commons and Senate for their consideration, and our hope 

that a strict enquiry shall be ordered into all charges as here laid, by 

a Commission or Judge apart from the jurisdiction of the Department 

of Indian affairs.

Presented on behalf of and by request of these people by their 

Secretary.

J. H. CHRISTIE,

Armstrong, B. C.





Okanagan I.It.
Head o' Lake, U.C. 

ftth May. Itil6.
Hun. W. .1. Roche,

Supt. General,
Indian Allairs,

Ottawa.
Sir,

I fear that serious trouble will 
result in the Hand here should In
spector Megraw persist in his pres
ent course of action regarding the 
renting a portion of our reserve here 
known as Alexander ltanch. The 
Inspector insists that the Hand has 
rented this ranch to one Dr. Hender
son and the Hand insists that they 
have no knowledge of this beyond 
the statement of the Inspector and 
this Henderson, with a general 
knowledge that this Henderson and 
Alexander had some trouble in con
nection with some deal llmderson 
Claimed to have made with Alexand
er in conneetion with the Ranch. 
Alexander being a Nicola Indians nQt 
Okanagan and having no rights in 
this Hand. The later part of April 
it was reported to me that White- 
men Germans were plowing on this 
place. I instructed the reserve po
liceman to stop any whitemen at 
work there and to place a notice to 
that effect on the place. This was 
done and later this notice was torn 
down and work was resumed. 1 
went to the ranch accompanied by 
four members of the band and order
ed the men found there at work to 
stop work and leave the reserve.

On the 4th of May Inspector Me
graw, Dr. Henderson, with Jamie 
Anton? as interpreter motored to 
my place. Major Megraw told me to 
come with him to show Henderson 
a post that lie might know where 
the line was. I told Megr.iw that I 
had stopped Henderson from taking 
that place and would not go with 
him. Megraw told me to suit mv- 
tclf if I wanted to go or not. I told 
Megraw I had sent my policeman 
to notify my people to come and talk 
over the Alexander place. Then the 
Inspector told me he would give me 
five minutes to decide, if I went

with them or not; if I didn't go 
with them he would bring a con
stable from town and aricst me. 1 
told him 1 did not think they could 
arrest me if 1 was doing what was 
right on my reserve. I told him, 
“Vou yourself, Major Mcgiaxv, told 
me not to take anybody's word for 
anything; if Mr. Drown tells you 
anything that is not right, don't lis- 
t.n to him or anybody else, to suit 
myself for anything that was right 
on my reserve."

Then lie told me that Henderson 
and some of the Indians hud agteed 
to rent the place to Mr. Henderson, 
that they had written to the Gov
ernment about it, and the govern
ment had given consent.

1 told him that 1 knew nothing 
about it: that 1 had askid our 
Agent, Mr. Drown, and many of the 
Indians, who kiuhv nothing aboutit. 
Then our Inspector told me that I 
did not know as much as a block of 
wood, that a block of wood would 
make a better chief than myself. I 
told him that if a block of wood 
was chief then you white people 
could suit yourselves about every
thing that was wrong, but when 1 
am chief I will not allow you to do 
anything that isn't right on this 
reserve. He then told me that Hen
derson was going to work on the 
Alexander place aril for me not to 
interfere with him again. I told 
him not to send this man Henderson 
to the place again. “If lie goes to 
work again I will stop him. We 
don’t want him to rent the place." 
Thev said no more and;went away, 
l ater they returned to my p'aoc 
when Megraw asked me where Sey
more was. I told him he went to 
inform the people that we were to 
have a meeting. He asked me what 
business I had to send for Here Mn- 
chelle. I told him he could find out 
if he nvns present at our meeting'. 
He again told me that Henderson 
was going to work the .Alexander 
place again. I told him if he did 
that he would lose all the tools that 
•he would take on the place.

Then he told me that I had a rope
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a round my neck lots of times. There 
wove lots of things that I did not 
do right. I told him that I always 
tried to do what was right.

This is the facta of the trouble re
garding the question of renting this 
land to this man Henderson, as far 
as we know by Inspector Meg raw, 
and 1 am remaining in my house 
waiting .the arrival of the constable 
to arrest mo for doing what I and 
my people believe to be my duty.

Any enquiries by the Supt. Gener
al will establish my rights in this 
matter, asking your assistance for 
right and justice in this ease and 
protection from an injustice from 
accredited agents of the Dominion.

Yours very respectfully,
Chief Okanagan Band,

Casio Louie.
Please address reply 

o-o J. H. Christie,
R. R. No. 1,

Armstrong, F.C.

(Night Lettergram)
Hon. W. .7. Roche,

Supt. Gen'l Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Trouble over renting Alexander 
Ranch, Okanagan I.R.. Band re
fuses 11 acknowledge right of Inspec
tor Megraw to rent to one Hender
son. Inspector insists and threatens 
imprisonment of Chief for having 
stopped work by Germans ploughing, 
employed by Henderson. Stay i ac
tion by Inspector until receipt of 
letter mailed today.

Chief Cnsto Louie.

Vernon. B. C., July 5, 1016. 
Gasto Louie, Esq*

Head of the Lake Reserve.
Sir,

It is my duty to inform you that 
you arc no longer Chief of the Okan
agan Band of Indians, because you 
have been deposed.

I therefore warn you that you arc 
not to attempt to exercise any of 
the powers or duties of Chief from 
this date. I am awaiting ifurther In
structions from Ottawa before call
ing a meeting of the Band. Mean

while 1 shall appoint one or more 
constables on the Picserve who will 
take their orders from me and front 
no one else, until such time us a 
new Chief will have been elected and 
confirmed in his office by the De
partment of Indian wffairs.

Your obedient servant,
It. Megraw,

Inspector of Indian Agencies

Vernon, B.C., July 12, 191<> 
To Gasto Ixmis, Esq..

Head of the Lake Reserve.
Dear Sir,-

This is to notify yoq to deliver 
over to Jimmj Antoine or Jack 
Honnogu, the key of the Jail and 
any other property of the Band that 
may have come into your possession 
or care during the time that you 
were chief of the Okanagan Band.

Your obedient servant,
A. Megraw,

Inspector of Indian Agencies.

Armstrong, B.C., Aug. 24, 1016 
Th ; Deputy,

Minister Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Canada.

Sir,
!{■> Horse'Stealing Case of Jo- 

ine Edwards and Jimmy Log;* u.d

Hi is matter was hrovg1 »!. re
M". Brown, Indian Age re. at a 
meeting in Vernon on Aug. 16th.. 
when 1 was informed by the agent 
that, he had received instructions for 
Iiumector Megraw not to interfere 
in this case, as it had already been 
referred to Ottawa.

Mrs. Edwards desires me to for
ward to the Department her state
ment of the case to date, to await a 
reasonable time for any decision of 
your department, before taking legal 
action to recover her horses stolen 
from the range here on the Indian 
p-serve. The facts arc as follows:

Horses stolen are colts raised 
from stock willed to her by her bus- 
hand at his death, some twelve years 
sine™. Her husband had worked and 
received several colts <n payment 
‘•or handling and branding herd of
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horses, property of Aunt, the woman 
now dead, who they say, claimed 
volts. .lohony Isaac, alive here, did 
receive a like ' number of colts, for 
assisting Kdward to handle and 
brand same herd of horses. Thu 
Aunt never claimed interest in any 
volts. On death ofi Kdward, one, 
•lohny Martin, grandson of the Aunt 
took charge of the herd of horses, 
some fi to ICO head estimates) or a 
lot of horses, that this Johny got 
away with, or stole, the last hoof 
of the Hand. That this Johnv with 
a woman, Big Annie, wife of Jimmie 
l.ogan, claimed that the aunt when 
living claimed these horses. These 
parties asked the chief Lame Vvre, 
to take these horses for them, that 
a majority of the Council was 
against taking the horses, that one 
Mono, a Nieholo Indian, intruder 
urged the chief to take the horses; 
Chief then agreed they could take 
two colts. Mrs. Kdwards was given 
Kdwards refused to nnv. such deal, 
appealed to agent and Inspector to 
protect her stock, at a later meet
ing on the Reserve, the Inspector 
endorsed this strictly illegal fro- 
proceeding, and announced the case 
settled. At this meeting there was 
no pretence of trial, inspector simp
ly asked chief, and chief said he had 
settled by giving Annie ard Johny 
two colts. Mrs. Kdwards was giver 
no opportunity to defend her ri< hts 
or was asked a question, but also- 
lutely refused to give up the horses, 
liter this meeting Jimmy Logon, 

hv order of his wife Annie, stole two 
colts from the open range. Mrs. Ed
wards calNl upon J. H. Chi istie for 
advice, and he, from her statement 
and his personal knowledge of cir
cumstances, informed her that hi r 
horses had been stolen, nd arranged 
to accomnanv Imr to the Inspector’s 
office. Mr. Christie la:d rll fects 
l "fore the Tnspeetor, and ask'-d that 
the matter should he brought lefore 
the Mandat a nuhlic meeting rf the 
Hand, with their agent present to 
nreside at ennuirv. This rooucst t)ie 
Inspector emphatically refused on

the ground that he had told the chief 
if he had settled it, ‘"it was settl
ed." No plea, that the whole mat
ter was illegal, that he, the inspec
tor was deliberately encouraging 
horse stealing, had effect. Mr. 
Christie informed Mrs. Kdwards in 
the presenca oi the Inspector, that 
her horses hail been stolen, and the 
Inspector refused to interfere, lienee 
her only remedy was to lay charge 
of horse stealing against the parties 
concerned. Mrs. Kdwards informed 
the Provincial police; understand, re
ferred to Inspector and nothing

Comments of the Maud

Almost unanimous opinion of the 
Hand, horses stolen. Logan’s own 
brother, horses stolen.

The conduct of Mrs. Kdwards at 
the demise of Aunt, was generous to 
a fault. That Mrs. Edwards has 
taken possession of one of the ani
mals and will hold it to a test of

In tliis matter your Inspector’s 
course of action is strictly against 
a fair deal between those parties.

The prominent persons in this case.
Jack Mono, an intruding Indian 

from Xielilo, a continuous source of 
trouble on the reserve, in open re
volt with chief; Inspector’s protege 
and confidant.

Mig Annie, an amorous character 
from Summcrland, was married to 
a good man at Summcrland, deserts 
husband and family, to follow inclin
ations mi Okanagan Reserve. Dtfiis 
agent, and Provincial police to re
move lier from Reserve to return to 
her family. Husband as a rtetilt, 
commits suicide, and family dis
perses, marines Jimmy l ogan, ag- 
vressant. blatant, threatens to kill 
if opposed, and tries to dominate re
serve. Boastfully declares in open 
meeting, that officials of IXpart- 
ment must comply with her wishes. 
Inspector quotes this chnrnetir is 
an example to women of the reserve.

Mrs. Josephine Kdwards is prepar
ed to support and prove each state-





ment made, and confidently awaits

I beg to remain,
Your obedient servant, 

Sec. O.I.R.B.L.

Armstrong, R.C., Aug. 24. 
l>r. Itoehc,

Minister of Indian Affairs.
•Sir,

Permit me to call "your attention 
to the letter head, to read, the Ok
anagan Indian Rights' Defence 
League. 1 presume, that as the te- 
sponsible head of the Dept, of In
dian .Affairs, the fact that any nec
essity for the formation of any 
league should exist, will tome to 
you somewhat in the manner of » 
shod:. To the Honorable Minister, 
who, to quote a member of the op
position, is endeavoring to conduct 
his department in a fairly conscien
tious manner, titc need for any such 
league on the part of our native rop- 
illation .whose destiny places them 
under the fostering care of your 
department, shall Come with sonv 
measure of surprise to the general 
public. If the necessity exists for 
such a league, docs it not reflect 
somewhat on the method, conscien
tious or otherwise, of your conduct 
of the affairs of your department ! 

Pardon mo, if 1 remind you of the 
fact that from your scat in the 
House (if Commons, in reply to ques
tions asked by Mr. F. Oliver, re
garding the deposition of one. Chief 
Baptiste Logan, the appointment of 
his successor, one, Lame Pierre, 
with the accompanying questions. 
You may recall the occasion and 
your replies, if not, you have tin- 
evidence of the records within reach

Would the statement publicly ex
pressed, eavsc you any surprise, that 
each and every answer to the ques
tion asked you on that occasion, 
were in letter, word and sentence, 
one continuous tissue of untruths?

Tiro Hon. Senator, .las. Loughced, 
in ruplvto Senator Rostock’s ques
tions of same date, did by the same 
replica, place himself in the same 
position as yourself. A creditable

performance indeed, for the two 
Hon. Ministers of the (lovernment 
of the Dominion. I am fully aware 
of the fact that you t but repeated 
statements compiled for you by the 
officials of your Ik-partment. This 
by no means negatives the fact that 
statements, the antithesis of facts 
should be uttered by any ' man
controlling the working methods of 
an important public department.

That you can personally assume 
responsibility for the language you 
used on that occasion, or that you 
can poss'bly allow the matter to 
vass without the strictest investiga- 
tiion, is unthinkable to any honest 
man or that any individual con
cerned, should escape vour wrath.

Let me assure you that the deposi
tion c* Chief Baptiste, with the re
puted election of his successor, was 
as villainous an act of injustice as 
was ever perpetrated upon a de
fenceless people by the unprincipled 
, ittv officials of any department. 
One, unfortunately still enjoys the 
privilege of receiving a salary from 
vour department. “Tiro other" has 
passed beyond your jurisdiction.

The reason for calling your atttn- 
tion to this matter of ancient his
tory. may he gathered from the fol
lowing statements of fact: That ap
parently a repetition of the unwhole
some tactics employed by the pre
decessor of the present inspector for 
the removal of Chief Baptiste I ogan 
has apparently been commenced for 
the nurnose of removing the nr-sent 
Chief, (laston Louis, for the side 
apparent cause, that the chief is the 
only stumbling block between your 
accredited official’s dominant v.ill, 
and the right of these people for pro
tection from spoilntirn and »-vcrv 
ctiminal intent against their ponce 
pronertv and personal liberty. Aon 
will be advised through the Corres
pondence with your Dept.. that yuv 
Inspector has peremptorily deposed 
'Ve? Gascon. This excess if auth
ority by your Inspector, the Chief 
qiiiotlv and properly i«n.»rcd, r.s vour 
iv*ent, Mr. Brown, has had no com
plaint to make aeninst the Chief.

5
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The cause of the Inspector's action 
lias to lie looked for elsewhere, pos
sibly the Chief’s criminal action con
sisted in his ''having dared" to ad
dress to you a protest against the 
inspector's conduct in connection 
with the Henderson lease matter, 
the lust paragraph of which may ac
count for his offending, which reads:

"Any inquiries by the riupt. déli
erai will establish my right in the 
matter, asking your assistance tor 
t ight and justice in this case, ar.d 
Protection from the injustice of an 
accredited agent from the Dominion.

May I remind you that this pica 
for protection was as prr usual 
course of your Dept., quietly ignored 
until a peremptory demand for a re
ply wras wired for, some three 
months after your receipt of the 
same. Your Department’s negligence 
in this case, in combination with 
your Inspector's utter lack of know
ledge of the Indian mind may lead 
vou to conclude that the same com
bination is to be hold responsible for 
the calling into being of the Okan
agan Indian Rights Defence League.

The object of the league is to 
maintain their right to a fair and 
just treatment of themselves as in
dividuals or community, the right to 
live in peace, a life free from exter
nal trouble, bickering interference 
from intrusive half-breeds, criminal 
influence, and foreign Indian intrud
ers on their reserve, and to main
tain the right to determine who arc 
lawful members of the Band.

The I foil. Minister will note that 
the Defence League is simply a 
declaration thatthe time has pass
ed for petitions, prayers and pro
tests to a Department, which persist
ently ignores. They look back on 
ren years' of trouble, bickcrines and 
absolute control of their affairs by 
intruders on their reserves, who are 
the individuals favored and consult
ed bv your accredited agents, "that 
the Okanagan». the owners of the 
Reserves, now clearly and definitely 
place the matter before yo*u and de
mand that you do your duty, clean 
up this state of affairs, or they in

the name of their league, shall take 
the necessary legal steps to main
tain the right to live, the protec
tion of law, and to improve their 
condition."

The. League awaits your every con
sideration, and a prompt reply, I am 

Your obedient servant,
Sec. O.I.R.D.L.

Armstrong, B.C., Aug. ‘24.
The Deputy, j

Supt. (lencral Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Canada.

Sir,
The Chief, daston Louis, of the 

Okanagan Band of Indians, Okan
agan, B.C., requests a thorough in
quiry into the matter of the Hend
erson lease, the authority for the 
Department's action in granting»

The conduct of Inspector Mcgraw 
in connection with lease.

That the Department shall term
inate, cancel and refute any claims 
to such lease.

That the Department shall secure 
from Henderson adequate compensa
tion for such time as he has been in 
possession of these lands.

Comment
That a rental of $150 per annum, 

for <ome 300 acres of agricultural 
land, with several thousand acres 
of range land, is legalized theft.

The Band will not tolerate Hend
erson's presence on the Reserve.

Awaiting your reply, I beg to re-

\ our obedient servant.
Sec. O.I.R.D.L.

Armstrong, B.C., Aug. 24. 
The Deputy,

Sunt. General Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Canada.

Sir,
We are informed that the C.N.R. 

Railway Company claim they have 
purchased a Right-of-Way for con
struct ion of a Railway through our 
Reserve.

We. tne Chief anil Band, dusiw 
that vonr Department furnish cur 
Secretary with full particulars re-





garding any deals with this com
pany fur such ltight-of-Way author
ity for granting same, monies re
ceived, amount and how distributed, 
individual names and amounts paid, 
any reason for concealing this trans
action from the Band, copy of any 
report from Inspector or Agent in 
connection with this Railway Right-

Awaiting your reply, I am,
Your obedient servant.,

Sec. O.I.ILD.L.

Armstrong, B.C., Aug. 24.
The Deputy,

Supt. General Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Canada.

Sir,
Chief Gaston Louis, and the Band, 

requests from the Department an 
explanation of the conduct of the 
Inspector Megraw, and the authorit-,- 
undcr which he presumed to act, 
when he undertook to notify Chief 
Gaston Louis, in peremptory man
ner, that he, had deposed him from 
his position as Chief of the Okanag
an Band.

The Chief, on receipt of the Tn- 
speetor’s communication, laid the 
matter before a meeting of the Band. 
The Chief informed the Band, that if 
they had any complaints against him 
he was ready to resign at any time 
the Band desired. ThelBand inform
ed the Chief that tjicre was no com
plaints against him, that they would 
support him in ignoring the Inspec
tor’s assumption of authority to de
pose him.

The Band resents Inspector Me- 
gaw's action, in assuming that he 
has authority to remove their elect
ed chief, without assigning any cause 
for his action.

Tin- Band have '"branded” on their 
memories, the villainous conduct of 
the present Inspector's predecessor, 
who with the aid cf an aminahlc 
Indian agent, borrowed for the oc
casion, and the work on hand, *c- 
cured with the aid of cverv intruder, 
alien half-hreeds and Indians, the 
deposition of thor then Chief Bap
tiste Logan, and -by sheer force cf

authority, lying, fraud and forgtd 
reports to your department, thrust 
upon them as their legally appoint
ed chief, the cxcrcdiblo Lame Pierre 
but amendable to every wish of the 
political appointee, whose principle 
claim to the position he filled as 
their Inspector was, that he had 
been proved guilty of ' having at
tempted the spoliation of the Peo
ple” whom he then was grantch the 
privilege of guarding, by a commis
sion authorized by your department.

Tlic Band has a well-founded fear 
that tho Inspector desires the re
moval of their Chief, to foist on 
them the man Harris, as their chief, 
a person whom every member of 
the Band openly accused of the mur
der of one, .lohny Nicholas.

That the manner or methods ad
opted hv Inspector Megraw does not. 
meet with the approval of the Band, 
that the Band distrusts and serious
ly questions the good intentions or 
the interest of Inspector Megraw in 
their welfare, that should Inspector 
Mag raw insist on the deposition of 
their Chief without good cause, or 
attempt to secure the election t.f 
anv one not the free choice of the 
Band, or permit any intrudirg In
dian or half-breed, or other than an 
(liumagan Indian to east any xote 
in connection with the hdsincss of 
the Band, the membets cf the De
fence League are prepared to carry 
their resistance to any such act, to 
the highest court in the Dominion, 
for judgment.

Respectfully submitted for the con
sideration of your Department.

Your obedient servant,
See. O.I.ILD.L.

(Night Lettengram) 
Armstrong, D.C., Sept. 5, 1916. 

Deputy Supt. General,
Indian Affairs. Ottawa.

Resolution, Chief and Band Okan
agan Indians will not meet Inspect
or Megraw or Agent Brown at any 
of any business in connection with 
affairs of Band untV Dept, fidlv in
vestigate affairs of Band, and the





conduct of agent and inspector. Ag
ent ignores promise to meet Band 
•ior important resolutions. Inspector 
discredited. Reply any communica
tions .1. H. Christie, O.I.R.D.L. 

Chief Gaston Ix>uis and Bond, 
per .1. H. Christie.

(Night lettergram)
Ottawa, Ont., Aug. 9th, 1916.

.7. H. Christie,
See. Indian Defence League, 

Armstrong, B.C.
Replying to your telegram of 7th 

asking reply to letter of May fifth 
in Henderson lease matter. Would 
refer you to inspector Megraw iwho 
has instructions.

J. 1). McLean.

Armstrong, B.C.
Indian Department wont pay 

msg from J. H. Christie or Indiana 
he represents. Accept no further 
collect messages.

Ottawa, Ont., Sept. 6th.
! Armstrong, B.C., Sept. 12.
The Honorable.

Sir Wilfred Laurier,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sir and Honored Ijeadcr,
You will pardon the liberty of ad

dressing you on behalf of a much 
troubled, officially bedeviled band of 
untortured natives, to wit. the Ok
anagan Band of Indians, Okanagan. 
B.C. These people, hut a remnant 
of a large tribe, have committed the. 
heinous crime of being in possession 
of some 30,000 odd acres of land, 
situated for the most part in the 
vicinity of Vernon, B.C. This land, 
known as the Head of the Lake Re
serve. has for years past, been in
fested with all manner of stray hu
man drift, from the V.8.. other re
serves of B.C. Indians, half-breeds 
from the V. S. with records that 
should have called for their deporta
tion from the country.

These intruders, battering upon 
the rightful owners of these lands, 
aggressively asserting their pres
ence, are assuming to dictate and 
control the general a fra ira of the 
Band, with the open aid and con

sent of the officials, entrusted with 
their affairs.

These worries, caused from the 
presence of human drift among the 
Okanagans, has been for years, an 
ever present source of irritation, 
hard to bear, and kick - or complain 
as they might, there has been no 
redress. The limit of their endur
ance in the last straw as laid 
upon these people, when their in
spector undertook to force upon 
their reserve, one Dr. Henderson. 
Veterinary Surgeon, the gentleman 
mentioned in connection with the 
Vancouver Horse Purchasing Kn-

This gentleman professed to have 
leased a portion of the Okanagan 
Reserve, some one to two thousand 
acres from one. Alexander, a Xich- 
olo Indian, for a period of five 
years with an annual rental of one 
hundred and fifty dollars (SlEO). 
This arbitrary action, forcing this 
man and this lease, was stubbornly 
objected to by the Chief and Band, 
(as per correspondence Dept.)

Quite a number of German, alien 
erfomy, were employed in cultivation 
on this land, and other portions of 
the reserve A number of these peo
ple were ordered from the Reserve 
b\ the Chief. These people have re
turned to resume work by order of 
the Inspector and policemen 
there to see that they were not in
terfered with. Germans, alien ene
my, protected by law, trespassing 
on Indian property, despite their 
earnest piotcst.

At tliisstagc. these people asked 
that I should lay the matter before 
the Dept, at Ottawa. I complied 
and forwarded same on May 5. This 
communication was, as per usual, 
ignored, until three months later, 1 
forwarded by wire, a peremptory de
mand for a reply. A reply was re
ceived by wire, the Inspector had 
hi« instructions.

On July 5th, the Chief received a 
notification from the Inspector that 
he was no longer chief of the band, 
"as he had been deposed." No 
cause was assigned, and no com-
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plaint made, presumedly for his op
posing this ‘ Heinous Lease" and 
the presence of these alien enemy of 
our Dominion, on the reserve. The 
Chief ignores the Inspector's auth
ority, and the Band supports him.

A Right-of-Way for the C.N.R. has 
been bought and paid for, through 
the Reserve. The whole deal has 
been kept secret from the Hand and 
some four thousand two hundred 
and nineteen dollars is said to have 
been distributed to the Indians from 
this money “Right-of-Way Pur

Now, dear sir, can you credit the 
statement that not one dollar of 
this money is known to have been 
paid to an Okanagan Indian, a legal 
member of the Hand, while it is com
mon knowledge that large sums 
have been paid to two or three men, 
Xicholo and Shusxxap Indians, who 
have no right to same. Now this 
statement is true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief.

The Chief and Okanagan Hand ha'Y 
through me, notified the Department 
that they will not receive or meet 
either their agent or Inspector. And 
thev demand a full and thorough in
vestigation into the affairs of the 
Hand. The Department, so far, has 
ignored their request. Circum. 
stances considered, there is nothing 
unreasonable in their request.

And we believe, Sir Wilfred, that 
you should i tcrest yourself so far 
as to ask the Department for a copv 
of all correspondence, xx’ires ard 
charges in connection with these 
neoplc, their pleas for fair play, 
simplv justice, thrir right to live, 
the protection of the lrixv from as
saults against their liberties and 
peace, you will sec why they ask 
thoir legal guardians for that which 
the Department is denying them. 
The honor of the Dominion demands 
that no Denartment of our Govern
ment shall deny the right for appeal 
for fair treatment against the un- 
iu«t, acts of nnv official. resu’Hrg 
either through ignorance or intent.

We are assured that such a re
quest from the Department would

guarantee an end to all strife and a 
thorough cleaning-up of their affair# 
and their Reserve.

With good wishes for your Life, 
"Health and Happiness, lam,

Your obedient servant,
J. H. Christie.

(Telegram)
Armstrong, H.C., Sept. 10, 101b 

Auditor General,
Ottawa,

Your report 1915 shows Okanagan 
Hand account, as Long Lake, Luck 
Lake, Westbank, all Okanagan Hand 
Reserves. Why four accounts? Ex
plain. Mail copy Part H. Last Re
port.

.1. II. Christie,
Sec. O.I.R.D.L.

(Telegram)
Armstrong, R.C., Sept. 19,1916 

Deputy Minister,
Indian Affairs,

Ottawa.
Auditor General's report shows 

Okanagan Hand account, Long Lake. 
Westbank, Duck Lake. Why four ac
counts for one Hand? Please explain 
by return mail.

J. H. Christie,
Sec. O.I.R.D.L.

Summerland, H.C., Oct. 5, ‘Old. 
.1. IT. Christie, Esq.,

Armstrong, H.C.
Sir,

With reference to your tvlognmi 
asking the reason why the account 
of the Okanagan Hand was divided 
into four accounts. I may say that 
it was only when payments were 
made xvhich affected the different 
small reserves that such action was 
taken. And I am instructed to ad
vise you that if the Indians interest
ed so desire, on my recommendation 
the accounts can be consolidated in-

Your obedient servant 
«I. Robert Brown,

Armstrong, H.C., Oct. 10, 1910. 
The Hon. Premier,

Sir Robert L. Borden,





The House, Ottawa, Can. 
i>ear Sir,

The subject matter of this letter 
may appear to you to be out of 
place, but as all the short comings 
of petty officials in all Departments 
of your (iovernment evidently full 
upon your shoulders, you have con
siderable personal interest in same.

I take the liberty of forwarding 
you, under separate cover, a copy of 
Sketch on Indian AITairs in B.C., 
that refers to present «• oditiuiw, 
also, copy of letter to D-j’Ucy (i« mi
ni Indian Affairs, which explains it
self.

These people but ask the Depart
ment to investigate affairs on the 
•Reserve, the removal of all criminal 
half-breeds, and alien Indians intrud
ing on the Reserve with other tres
passers, the conduct of officials in 
relation to the affairs, and îelitf 
from intolerable conditions. A per
fectly legitimate and reasonable re-

Personally, J am sorry to trespass 
on your va’uablo time, and to fur
ther add to your burden of work, 
but the question is a serious matter, 
to this hand of ignorant Indians.

Again I am sorry that I have not 
written you before on this tubject. 
as I am aware that a suggestion 
from you might have prevented the 
Department from making a mount
ain out of a mole-hill.”

Dear Sir, not for a moment do I 
wish to appear under false colors, 
and recognizing Sir ,Wilfrcid as my 
political chief, I had asked h m to 
assist me in securing a hearing fur 
these people from the Department.

It has been intimated that I sm 
actuated only by political animus. 
This charge, I absolutely deny and 
assure you that my only aim and 
desire is to secure, if possible, fer 
these people, who trust me, but fair 
play and a fair hearing, only what 
they arc entitled to and what simp
le justice demands.

Your department of Indian affairs 
may have taken into consideration 
the fact that I am reported a most

disagreeable character, actuated on
ly by the lowest motives. Personal
ly I do not blame them, they have 
had cause to hate me, and this you 
may judge from the following fact:

It has taken me thirty-seven days 
to COMPEL the arrest of a brute, 
who abducted and outraged an In
dian child of cloven years of age. 
So that from their point of viciw, 
and o? the petty official, I am a 
tough character indeed. To suggest 
to the Dept, that the sooner they 
grant those people their reasonable 
request, and assure them of fair 
play, just as soon will I be in a 
position, honorably, to resign my 
position as Secretary of their De
fence League, thus enabling me to 
again offer my services as an experi
enced soldier, to serve my country 
and its present need.

I remain, dear Sir,
Sincerely yours,

,1. II. Christie,

Armstrong, B.C., Oct. 10, 1910. 
The Hon Sir Wilfred Laurier,

The House,
Ottawa.

Dear Sir Wilfred,
Dear Sir Willred, ,
I have thç honor of forwarding you 

a copy of a sketch on Indian affairs 
in B.C. This was published, as you 
will sec, some years since. There i-. 
still the same injustice which < in
ula; ned of, and still the sum-- indif
ference shown regarding communica
tions to the Department.

To date, no answer has I ecu re
ceived from the Department, as a 
promise of action on theif part.

I would much appreciate a ropy of 
the Royal Commission, Report cn 
Indian affairs in B.C.

I have just mailed Dr. Roche a 
copy of Sketch, with request for an
swer to our request for investiga
tion. Also, I am writing Sir Rob
ert Borden on this matter.

Sincerely yours,
J. H. Christie,

Sec. O.I.R.D.L.





Armstrong, B.C., Oct. 10, 1V1G. 
The Hon. W. .1. Roche.

Supt. (icnerul Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Canada. •

Kir,
I forward by same mail, a short 

sketch of Indian affairs, written in 
the interest of the Okanagan Indi
ans, shortly after the disgraceful ac
tion of your accredited officials here, 
in connection with the so-called el
ection of the notorious "Lamo Fi- 
erre Michcll,” and the deposition of 
the then Chief Baptiste Logan.

Should you compare the state
ments made here with your replies 
made to questions in the House, you 
will be in a better position to îeal- 
izo just why these people await your 
answer to their request for an inves
tigation in o the various complaints 
forwarded for your consideration.

•lust why the delay is a matter for 
your consideration.

Rcsncctfully >outs,
.7, II. Christie,

Armstrong, B.C., Oct. 10. 1916. 
Duncan C. Scoit,

I)ept. Supt. (ieneral Indian Affairs 
Ottawa.

Kir,
I beg to call your attention to the 

fact that your Department, to date, 
has failed to reply to the various 
communications forwarded for your 
consideration regarding investira- 
tion of affairs on the Okanagan In
dian Reserve.

Should your Department fail to 
recognize its duty in this matter, 
the League shall seek redress frr 
their many complaint s ignored, 
through the public press, the Attor
ney (ieneral's office of the Province, 
and on the floor of the House of 
Commons at Ottawa.

I hereby request that your De
partment acknowledges receipt cf 
communications.

Resncotfullv yours,
.1. II. Christie,

Armstrong, B.C., Oct. 23, 1916. 
Mr. .1. R. Brown,

Summerland, B.C.

Sir,
On receipt of yours of 5th inst., 

re Band Funds accounts, Duck Lake, 
and Long Lake Indian Reserves, I 
fully explained to Chief and mem
bers for their consideration, and l 
am now instructed to advise the De
partment and yourself.

The Chief and Hand were absolute
ly ignorant of any sale surrender or 
transaction in any way disposing of 
any portion of the Reserves for any 
Railroad Right-of-Way or other pur-

Thnt any money had been received 
or paid to their account for this pur
pose or any other deal on their re
serves at Long Lake or Duck Laky.

That if any such transaction has 
taken place, it lias been done with
out the knowledge or consent of the 
Band and ns far as the Band is 
aware, they have no right or desire 
to have this money placid to the 
Band's credit.

The Band dt.-ires the Department 
to furnish them with a full state
ment of all circumstances in con
nection with each of these reputed 
Railway Right-of-Way deals through 
tin* R'•serves, the authority for 
granting same, officials reports in 
connection, the acreage in each said 
<: ght-of-Way, the price paid, by 
whom was valuation of lands made, 
a sketch map showing railroad route 
tnroueh the reserves. lias the De
partment any report from any offi
cial in contradiction of this statc- 
m nt by Chief of the Band, of their 
having no knowledge of these Rail
road deals? Is there any reason 
known to the Department why the 
Band should Juve been kept in igno
rance of any Railway grants or for 
any purpose in necessitating the sur
render of a portion of their reserves? 

Yours respectfully,
.1. IT. Christie,

Summerland, B.C., Oct. 25, 1916. 
.1. If. Christie, Ksq.,

Armstrong, B.C.
Kir.

Replying to your letter of the 23rd 
inst. I beg to say that l have for-
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warded copy ol your letter to the 
Secretary, Department cf Indien Al
tai rs. Ottawa,

Your obedient servant,
«J. Robert Brown, 

Indian Agent.

Armstrong, B.C., Oct. 28, 191C. 
The Reverend Father.

Principal in Charge of Kamloops 
District, Kamloops, B.C.

Sir,
I am writing you in behalf of an 

Indian woman of the Salmon River 
Indian reservation, one Amelia Baz- 
ell. Recently her daughter l izzic, 
a child of eleven vears, was abducted 
l),v a young Indian, one Veres Luke, 
having criminal connections with 
this child. Complaint was made to 
me, and after a great deal of trouble 
I had the fellow arrested. He was 
tried before .ludge Swanson atVir 
non, and an arrangement was made, 
so the prosecuting lawyer informed 
me, for a future-marriage.

The Indians understand that this 
marriage will take place as soon as 
the priest comes to Enderby.

The mother of the child, Amelia, 
called upon me today, roquisting me 
to write to you and inform you that 
she will not allow her child to mart'v 
this man, that it is the man Ed
wards who wishes the marriage t-> 
save this fellow from prison.

Will you kindly advise the visiting 
priest, I believe Father l.e .lucnc, 
that I am advising the agent, Mr. .1. 
R. Brown, concerning this matter.

Yours sincerely,
.1. H. Christie.

Armstrong, B.C.. Oct. 28. 1910. 
Mr. R. Brown,

Indian Agent,
Summcrland, B.C.

I have yours in.reply re Duck Lake 
accounts, and I wish to now advise 
you that I have just written the 
principal Driest in charge at Kam
loops regarding the principals in 
the last trial for abduction and out
rage, Pierre Luke, and the child. 
Lizzie Bazell.

The mother of Lizzie called on me 
today, requesting me to write to the 
priest, saying that she would not 
allow her child to marry this fellow, 
that the marriage is simply desired 
by this man Edwards to cover up his 
own criminal connection with the 
ease. I ni ght say that the prin
ciple reason for pressing this case 
by the people on the reserve here, 
was for the purpose of having this 
brute, William Andrew, an American 
Indian, punished for having kept 
this child a prisoner for three weeks, 
and punishment he thoroughly de
serves, ns well as the Chief Edwards 
for h s repetition of Andrew s crime 
in again keeping this child for an
other two week’s imprisonment at 
Enderby. .fus; why this was over
looked is a matter of some surprise.

.lust why the Department officials 
take so much troubnc to Protect 
criminals, is also a matter of some 
mystery. You arc aware, no doubt, 
that I had to compel the arrest <f 
Sambo Barns, in the outrage on An
nie Cam Ton. He was protected and 
got clear through the influence if 
the then Inspector, discharged, a^nin 
arrested and given a-month for as
sault. I had to compel the arrest of 
Billy Swawcll for stealing. He got 
-,if on suspended sciv.ince, when there 
should have been several such 
charges against him.

Again the Department rushed to 
the rescue with legal talent to pro
tect this young ruffian who « tit
rages a child of 11 years, who suc
ceeds in an arrangement that a 
wn-d o? the Department cf Indian 
Xffaivs «if this Dominion, a child of 
11 years, has to be sacrificed to 
maintain the legion ‘that all smells 
xv 11 in Denmark,’ for the purpose, 
ns far as I can see, to cover the 
shortcomings of the Chief, ,.r.d this 
outlaw American Indian, who ptc- 
suntes to imprison a native l cm 
Canadian, a subject and ward of the

Voifs resncctfully,
.7. H. Christie,





Armstrong, B.C., Nov. 3. 1016. 
Duncan C. Scott,

Deputy Supt. General,
Indian Affairs.

Ottawa.
Sir,

I Leg to enclose for your consider
ation, a declaration made by me in 
connection with a recent criminal 
case concerning the person of an In
dian child of eleven years of age. 
You will have a fair idea, from the 
enclosures, of the diligence with 
which crimes against the wards of 
your department arc prosecuted in 
B.C. The letter to Mr. .1. It. Brown 
Indian Agent, and to the Rev. Prin
cipal in charge of the Kamloops Dio
cese, regaiding the arrangement tor 
the marri,age of the child of eleven 
years of age, as I opine, and opinion 
of the Indian Department of how fu
ture generations of battalions for 
the service of the king, can be pro-

Is it possible that your department 
can quietly acquire in any such 
damnable outrage as the sacrifice of 
this child, purely for the purpose of 
covering the short comings of the 
ollicia’.s responsible for the child's 
protection?

If such is the case the whole filthy 
tale should be head-lined in every 
paper published in the Dominion, I 
shall await your reply to this par
ticular case with sonic, I hope par
donable, curiosity.

The declaration, a copy of which is 
herewith enclosed, was sworn to by 
me before Mr. (iraham Rosoman, 
Stipendiary Magistrate, of F.nderby, 
B.C., declared and sworn to by my
self for the purpose of forwarding 
same to the incoming Attorney Gen
eral of B.C. for his consideration.

I am forwarding in my own hand
writing, the original statement of 
the child, given me, and which your 
department will kindly return, re
taining such copies as you may dc-

You will note that it requires very 
strenuous measures to compel the 
protection of waids of your Depart
ment in B.C., this being by no

means my first experience.
Yours respectfully,
.1. H. Christie,

Armstrong, B.C., Nov. 3, 1016. 
Duncan C. Scott,

Dept. Supt. General Indian Affairs 
Ottawa, Canada.

Sir,
I am requested to lay before your 

Department, by Chjpf Tomat and 
the resident members of the VYcst- 
vank Indian Reserve, the following

That the grandfather of the pres
en1. chief Tomat had constructed a 
ditch for the purpose of carrying 
water to the lands they then we,re 
in the habit of cultivating. They 
had continuously used this water'fur 
some 00 years past or 30 years be
fore the present reserve was survey
ed for their solo use.

That the right to use this water 
was assured them at different times 
and the lato agent. Mr. Irwin, had 
posted notices of water recotds cn 
this spring some seven or eight 
years ago.

That one, Gallatly, a whiteman 
and resident on lands adjoining their 
reserve, has constructed a flume and 
with the knowledge of the Agent. 
Mr. Brown, and the then Inspecter 
Megraw, and has deflected all the 
water from the reserve, and claims 
the right for the, sole use of this 
water, thus rendering the land pre
viously irrigated by this stream 
comparai ively worthless.

That the Agent, Mr. Brown, was 
present when Gallatly commenced 
construction of this flume. That the 
Inspector was on the ground Inter 
and warned the Indians not to inter
fere with the flume 'under pain of 
imprisonment.

'That thca ction of the agent and 
the Inspector in connection with this 
matter indicates that your depart
ment has approved of the dcflccticn 
of the water from the reserve, and 
that vour depart men1 has failed to 
protect the rights of the people in 
their absolute right to the use oi 
this water for the irrigation of their





I have to request that your De
partment will supply me with what 
particulars they may have regarding 
this matter, and what action, if any 
has been taken by the Department or 
■intention to recover this water for 
the use of these people, or if any ar
rangement has been made in connec
tion with (iallatly. A rough sketch 
of present canditions of the flume is 
enclosed.

Yours respectfully,
J. H. Christie.

Armstrong, B.C., Nov. 3, 191fi. 
Mr. .1. H. Brown,

Indian Agent,
Sutnmerland, B.C.

Sir,
I am requested to bring the atten

tion of the Department and your
self to the question of the rights of 
the Indians to the use of the water 
which has for the past three years 
been deflected from the reserve at. 
Westbunk by one, (Iallatly.

You are personally familiar with 
the conditions, as you were present 
with Gallatly when he put the flume 
in, and I understand you designated 
the point at which the intake ol the 
flume was to be placed, some 30 feet 
from the Chief's stable and some 75 
yards from the Chief's dwelling.

The flume, as you are aware, has 
the intake or head of flume, at the 
point where the Indians had their 
ditch head, this ditch having been 
constructed by the Indians some ( 0 
years since or some 30 years before 
the location of the reserve.

While Inspector Megraw is report
ed to have visited the reserve in con
nection with this matter, and while 
on the ground warned Civicf Tom:it 
that he was on no account to inter
fere with this flume, that shou’d he 
do so. he would have him put in j;il/ 
•his would imply that the Depart
ment. has approved of the deflection 
of tn:e water from the Indien lands 
to .that of this man, Gallatly.

A« the Chief, and members cf the 
Band, residents on the reserve are 
determined to recover the right to

use this water, which they maintain 
has been stolen from them, they de
sire that you should give me all the 
particulars in connection with Gal
latly's claim to take this water from 
the reserve, his presumed right for 
same, and what action :has fceai tak
en to protect the rights of the Indi
an in this case by you, as their 
agent for the Dept, of Indian AlTaiis

They wish to be advised if the 
facts in the case have been laid be
fore the Department or Inspector 
Megraw, if the Department has so 
tar taken any steps to restore the 
Indians right to the use of water 
in question. Kindly forward any 
information you may have concern
ing this matter, and oblige.

Yours respectfully,
J. II. Christie.

(Telegram)
Armstrong, B.C., Nov. 8, lOlfi. 

Deputy Supt. General,
Indian Affairs,

Ottawa, Canada.
What are intensions of Dept, re

garding investigation Okanagan In
dian Band affairs1? If investigation, 
when, where? Dept, provides League 
all expenses fur Band. Wire reply.

J. H. Christie.
See. O.I.R.D.L.

Ottawa, November 0, 1916. 
Sir,
,1. H. Christie, Esq.,

Armstrong, B.C.
I am directed to acknowledge re

ceipt of several communications from 
you, with reference to Indian affairs 
in the Okanagan district, and to sav 
that these matters arc being given 
attention.

Yours truly 
S. Stewart, ass't sec.

Vernon, B.C., Nov. 25, 1916. 

Head of the Lake Reserve.
Sir.

I have been informed that you 
claim to bo a constable on appoint
ment from ox-chief Gaston Louis. 
Take notice that Gasto Ix>uis has
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not been chief of the Okanagan Band 
bioce he was deposed lor incompet
ence on .lune 6th, 10-16, and no ap
pointment made by him is of any

If you attempt to lay hands upon 
or arrest any Indian you will Le li 
able for action for assault. No ap
pointment is to bo recognized while 
the Band is without a chief unless 
confirmed by the Indian agent or

Your obedient servant 
A. Megraw,
Inspector of Indian Agencies 

Vernon, B.C., N0v. 25, ltofi.
fiasto Louis,

Head of the Lake Reserve.
Sir,

lam informed that you still re
gard yourself as Chief of the Okan
agan Band of Indians, although >ou 
have been duly notified by me that 
you ceased to be Chief of the band 
when the Superintendent General de
posed you for incompetence on dune
Uth, 1910.

I again notify you that you are no 
longer chief and have no power to 
make any appointments or convene 
any meetings or interfere with any of 
the other Indians of the band in any 
business they may transact among 
themselves. If either v°u nr any 
other Indian who may claim to have 
been appointed by you as constable 
should attempt to lay hands on any 
Indian you arp liable to action for 
assault. Take notice of this and 
govern yourself accordingly.

Your obedient servant,
A. Megraw,
Inspector of Indian Agencies

(Night Lettergram) 
Penticton, Nov. 24, 1916. 

Apartment «of Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Canada.

Brown phones Band Penticton yes
terday no election chief until in
structions from Ottfiwa. Band con
vinced influence inimical Band wel
fare only reason for dt/lay. ^Requests 
flenartment notify agent and Band 
definite date for election. Strict sec

recy votes cast. Knd suspicion, in
trigue, unrest. Wire reply prepaid if 
necessary.

J. H. Christie.
Sec. O.I.R.D.L.

Canada, Province of British Col
umbia.

In the matter of the Penticton In
dian Reserve, and in the matter of 
the sale of a portion thereof at 
Trout Creek. »

We, Puckley Peach and Cosmos 
Safh, of Penticton Indian Reserve, 
Penticton, B.C., do solemnly declare:

1. That we arc members of the 
Penticton Reserve Band of Indians.

2. That Inspector Megraw held a 
meeting on the Penticton Indian Re
serve for the purpose of taking a 
vote on the surrender of land for 
Experimental farm at Trout Creek.

3. That the vote was fourteen 
(14) for surrend.-r and thirty (20) 
against surrender.

4. Megraw then told the Band 
that the vote against the surrender 
was lost; that the Government would 
take the land; that the Government 
would like the people who voted to 
sell: that the Government would not 
like the peop’e that voted agairst 
the sale; that there would be no more 
meetings about the land; that it was

5. That since that meeting there 
have boon no meetings held for any 
business of the Reserve, between the 
Band and their agent, Mr. Brown.

I» That the Agent's visits arc con
fined to the late Chief and one .Ice 
Cawstun, ahalfbreed, not a member 
of the Band.

7. That the Band are kept in ig
norante) of all the affairs of the Re
serve by their agent.

And we make this solemn declara
tion conscientiously believing the 
same to be true and knowing it is 
of the same force and effect as if 
made under oath and by virtue cf 
the Canada Evidence Act.

Puckley Peach (x) his mark.
Cosmos Sam (x) hi* mark.

Alph Louis, witness to signatures 
of Puckley Peach and Cosmos Sam.
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Declared before me at I’cnticton, 
B.C., this 25th day of November, 
10IG. W. Clayton, Notary Public.

(Telegram)
Armstrong, 13.C., Dec. G, 1016. 

Duncan Scott,
Indian Department,
Ottawa, Canada.

Accept thanks Chief Hand ar* 
preciates, asks McKenna ample not
ification secretary arrival here. Sec
retary meet McKenna arrival Ver
non, arrange procedure stenographs 
report proceedings.

J. H. Christie.

December G, 1916.
Major Mcgraw, ,

Inspector of Indian Agencies, 
Vfernon, B.C.

Sir,
I am instructed to reply to your 

letter of the 25th November to Chief 
(laston Louis of the Okanagan Band 
of Indians, received during my ab
sence. The Chief Gaston impelled by 
innate courtesy of the native gentle
man felt under obligation to ac
knowledge receipt overlooking the 
tact that the communication was 
addressed to one Gaston Louis, Head 
of the Lake Reserve. Also overlook
ing the fact that he the Chief, had 
notified you as Inspector of Reserves 
as well as :hc Department of Indian 
Affairs, Ottawa, that he is Chief of 
the Band of Okanagan. “'You will 
note that the Chief speaks for the 
Okanagans alone.” and docs not in
clude the conglomerate herd of in
truders who infest the reserve known 
as the Okanagan Indian Reserves, 
that they would hold no further 
business relations with you as De
partment ofiieial until the Depart
ment had thoroughly irvestigated 
tno many complaints they had plac
ed before the Department.

To date the Department of Indian 
Affairs has taken no steps to remedy 
the many serious charges that have 
l>c?n made against your conduct cf 
the affairs of this Band.

The Chief will advise you that un
til these charges are 'openly investi

gated by the Department or in an 
open court no communication from 
you as an official shall be received or 
acknowledged.

The subject matter of your letter 
of tliy 25th ult., re the deposition of 
Chief Gaston elaborated somewhat 
on your previous letter on the same 
subject. In your iitst letter you per
sonally imply that you had pro
nounced the decree of his deposition; 
in your letter of the 25th ult., you 
make the statement that the Chief 
had been deposed by the Supt. Gen
eral on the 6th day of June 1016, 
reason, given "incompetent.”

The discovery of Chief Gaston’s 
incompetence about this date, I pre
sume was discovered by sonic astute 
official from the report forwarded 
to the Department by yourself, jou 
having personally discovered the 
rank incompetence of the chief some 
three weeks previously, to be cor. 
rcct, you a woke to this fact that 
day you so grandiosly and perempt
orily demanded that the Chief Gast
on Louie and the Okanagan Bard 
should submit to your demands that 
political graft should be engrafted 
upon their reserves when you in the 
fullness of yeur inspectorate's auth
ority ,tml with the threat that you 
would employ the whole power of 
the provincial police to enforce your 
authority, did the chief fail you in 
placing Dr. Henderson in full pos
session of some odd thousand a< ns 
of their reserves. On the strength if 
a lease authorized by your Depart
ment and drawn between the said 
Henderson and one Alexander, an 
out lander from the Nicola Indian 
Reserve. You are familiar with the 
comic op ma terms of the Lease as 
approved that norticn cf 'he Re
serve known as the Alexander Ranch 
at rh<5 exceedingly outrageous rental 
nf one hundred and fifty dollars, 
fJtrtfP) Per annum. Was it the doc
tor's personal charm or his party 
affiliations that secured him these 
particular!- advantageous terms, or 
w-'s it as the Indians opine, nttri’u- 
tal to the lack of common business 
sense on the part of tho local offici-



T

r*



a’.sf This can hardly be the case as 
you arc fully aware that other od- 
mentu of this reserve in this wv 
are rented to others at live to seven 
do.lais and fifty cents per acre. With 

/the knowledge of these facta on 
whose shoulders should fall the 
charge of incompetence, you as the 
official who enforced this outrage or 
the chief who so stoutly resisted the 
imposition of the man, Henderson, 
holding this land/

Had the Supt. Central been actu
ated by any desires'to dp his duty in 
safe-guarding the rights of the Indi
ans, for which duty he receives his 
salary, he had exer iscd his author
ity in deposing officials that exercis
ed their authority in acts inimical 
to the welfare of the people for 
whom they are paid to protect, in 
this lie would have been well within 
his powers of office. If your state
ment in your letter to the Chief is 
not from the same weave as the De
partment reports are made front, 
that the Supt. Uynrrul had deposed 
the Chief shows an astonishing ig
norance on the part of the Honour
able Gentleman and an equally as
tonishing ignorance on the part of on 
Inspector of Agencies.

Were you at «ill familiar with the 
law made and provided for such 
cases you should be aware and the 
Honourable Supt. General should le 
aware “that the Supt. General has 
not the power to depose an Indien 
t'hiuf.” If this is the only grounds 
that the Chief Gaston is no longer 
Chief, you are wrong; he Gaston* 
l,ouie is C'nief uf the Okanagan Band 
He will exercise his authority as 
chief of this band, that he will ap
point policemen for the maintenance 
of the peace, law and order on the 
reserve, that he will recognize no po
liceman appointed by you, that he 
will welcome any clash of authority 
that will lead to an open court le 
fore any Judge and jury for the trial 
of any plaint you may fed called 
upon to make, that the Band will 
hold you strictly responsible for any 
disorder, lawlessness or crime, you 
may encourage on the reserve.

In closing it is reiterated that the 
Chief and Band repudiate you as an 
official having any authority in their 
affairs or to have any power to inter

fere in any manner with the busi
ness of the Band, that is until such 
time as all matters in dispute have 
been satisfactorily settled by the 
Department of Indian Affairs, re
maining,

, Respectfully, sir,
Gaston Louie, Chief Ok

anagan Band, I’cr J. H. Christ/,e.
Sec. O.I.U.D.L.

Ottawa, Nov. 28. 1916.
J. 11. Christie, Ksq.,

Armstrong, Il.C.
Sir,

I have your night-lettergram of the 
23rd and 26th of November.

I explained the matter of the pur
chase of an Lxp»rimental Farm to 
the Penticton Indians through Mr. 
.1. A. Tail, of Spence's Bridge, on 
the 22nd of A: i ll 1915; the Depart
ment of Agriculture expropriate this 
property under the doth claiteo of the 
Act in case you shoti'd not have by 
you n copy of the Indian Act. I am 
enclosing one here with.

I have instructed Dr. J. A. J. Mc
Kenna to make a thorough investi
gation of the Okanagan Agency a id 
any matters you might bring to his 
alt ntion; the investigation w 11 le 
under oath. I am not sure when it 
will be possible fur Dr. McKenna to 
undertake this work, as he is at pre
sent engaged in some important du
ties in Victoria but I do not think 
it will he long before lie can take it 
up. T wired Mr. Brown, Indian Ag
ent at Summerland, with réformée 
to the election.

Yours Very truly,
Duncan C. Scott,

Deputy Supt. General.

Armstrong, B.C., Dec. 14, 1910. 
Duncan C. Scott,

Deputy Supt. General Indian Aft r 
Ottawa. Canada.

Sir,
Would you please have copies cf all 

reports from J. R. Brown, agent.
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and also all reports of Inspector Mc- 
graw, in connection with the various 
Railway Rights-of-Way through the 
Okanagan If R.; the Henderson lease 
the .Josephine Edwards Horse- 
Case; the deposition of Chief Cast
on Louie, the deposition of Chief 
Baptiste Logan and election Pierre 
Miehvll; reports local officials, the 
report regarding meetings in connec
tion with Experimental Farm at 
Trout Creek, Penticton Band; the 
deflection of water from Westbank I. 
It., by one Callatly; all reports re
garding personal character, moral or 
otherwise by any local official of the 
present secretary R. 1). League, re
quested on the ground that any mis
representation can best bo refuted in 
presence accused. Reports to be us
ed at investigation oh the ground.

Respectfully,
•L 11. Christie.

Armstrong, B.C., Dec. 22, 1U1G. 
•J. .1. McKenna,

Victoria, B.C.
Sir,

1 have yours of the 15th inst. re 
Indian affairs Okanagan agency, and 
note contents. I have notifl.d ali 
Indians interested who have formu
lated the various complaints men
tioned to meet, me for the purpose 
of complying with your request to 
formulate as specific charges os they 
may individually or collectively as a 
band with all such names as the 
matters may call for when fully ad
vised of their wishes.

lie Okanagan agency affairs, in 
connection with your letter of in
structions 1 will forward same to 
you at as early a date as possible, 
with outline of what data may be 
required, with names of witnesses if 
any, that may require to be sub
poenaed.

Yours respectfully,
J. H. Christie.

Victoria, B.C., Dec. 15th, 1910. 
•I. H. Christie, Esq.,

Armstrong, B.C.
Sir,

There have been referred to me 
from the Department of Indian Af
fairs at Ottawa certain files of pa
pers on which arc charges and com
plaints made by and through you as 
to the conduct and management of 
Indian affairs in the Okanagan agen
cy. I have been instructed to make 
an examination into the affairs of 
the Agency, and to hold an inquiry 
into such charges as are laid.

In virtue of the power conferred on 
me by His Excellency the Governor 
General in Council, the inquiry will 
be under oath; and, if necessary, per
sons required as witnesses may le 
summon’d by subpoena, and the pro
duction of papers and writings com
pelled.

1 have looked over the files refer
red to me, and find that, in accoid- 
anec with directions to me, it is es
sential to a proper inquiry that the 
charges, such as you are taking the 
responsibility of making should be 
formulated and transmitted to me 
here; and I have therefore, to ic- 
qvest you to do so.

By formulating the charges I 
mean that each charge should bespe- 
l i'ically and succinctly set out. At 
the same time you should give me 
the names'of the witnesses you will 
call in support of each charge, indi
cating whether or not they will vol
untarily appear, and specify what 
papers, if any, you require to le 
produced.

The date for the enquiry canr.ot l e 
definitely fixed until I have an op
portunity of studying the f< rmulat.d 
charges and taking such preliminary 
act ion as may he necessary,

I should like, however, to begin 
the enquiry early next year, and to 
give notice so well in advance as to 
afford the Indians who wish to ap
pear amide time to arrange to do so.

Your obedient servant,
J. A. .1. McKenna,

Special Commissioner.
J*. S. This letter was dictated be

fore your wire of the 12th instant 
reached me, but I think it answers 
your inquiry. J. A. J. MeK.





In the Dominion of Sanada,
Province of British Columbia, 

County of Yale.
I. Mrs. Christina Ashton, of the 

Okanagan Indian Reserve, do sol
emnly declare that on many occa
sions I have heard Prank (iodfrozm, 
say that he would kill, or do away 
with one, James H. Christie, know n 
to me. That about a month ago I 
was in Inspector Megraw'g oflice in 
Vernon, and I told Megra.w that 
Frank (.’odfmz.cn threatened to kill 
and do away with Christie any time 
he found him on the reserve, and 
that there would be no trouble about 
it. I asked Megraw if he could do 
that, and Megraw said that it wauld 
he alright. "‘Anybody can do that. 
Christie is always making trouble 
with the Indians and he has no busi
ness on the Reserve."

And l make this solemn declara
tion, conscientiously believing it to 
he true, and knowing that it hus 
the same force and effect, as if made 
under oath and by virtue of the Can
adian Evidence Act.

Mrs. C. Ashton.
Declared before me at the town ef 

Armstrong, in the Province of Brit
ish Columbia, this 14th day of Nov
ember, A.D. 1&1G.

T. K. Smith, J.p.

In the Dominion of Canada,
The Province of British Columbia.

In the County of Yale,
I, James Ilarhold Christie, Pros

pector of Clinthill, in the Municipal
ity of Spalluraeheen, County of Yale 
do solemnly declare that 

1- On or about the end of Aucust, 
William Madelin, of Salmon River. 
Indian Reserve, B.C., came to mi* 
for advice regarding the ahducticnrf 
girl, child of 11 years, advised him 
to notify his Indian Agent, .1. R. 
Brown, he requested me to phone.

3. That I notified J. R. Brown at 
Summerland, on September 1st.

3. That I phoned J. R. Brown at 
S’ummerlnnd on September Fth.

4 That I mct Provincial Con
stable on road on the Rth of Sert- 
omber, and gave him all inl< rmati<n

of case as far as I was rn possession 
and agreed to see William and send 
him to Enderby.

5. That on the 11th of September 
I wrote J. R. Brown on the matter 
with fuller information, and madid 
copy of same to Constable at Er.der- 
hy.

f». That I called and gave Mr. 
Rosoman, Police Magistrate, par
ticulars of case on September 25th. 
and at his request I sent William 
and mother of the Child, to lay in
formation before him on Sept. 27th.

7 That on October 2nd I was 
present when the mother oi child 
and William, with their witness, 
were examined in the presence of 
Provincial Constable, information 
was given that accused had eonfess- 
0,1 to crime charged, a* on0 witness 
stated, wv all know it, that the ch.:ld 
was then held prison, r on the Indi
an Reserve, near Enderby, by «ne,

fc. That this information was not 
sufficient to induce Provincial Police 
to net. as stated to Mr. Rosoman. 
that h? could not lay informatim. 
asked if I were willing to lay in
formation. I agreed to lay informa
tion on the understanding that I had 
no personal knowledge other than 
th* information that they had in 
their possession. Agreed to return 
for this purpose on October 4th.

9. Child was restored to mother i,v 
order of Mr. Rosoman.

10. On October 3rd I received in
formation that officials 0f the In
dian department had keen fully 
aware of the child’s detention by 
hdxvard, had visited Reserve, *rd 
saw child there, had informed prople 
on reserve that they were not there 
to settle this matter, the visit wrs 
in connection with the road, nrd 
that any further action by William 
the Complainant, and mysrV, In tke 
matter, during present conditions, 
in the administration of Justice in 
B.C., is useless.

And I mak<* this solemn declara
tion, conscientiously believing it to 
he true and knowing that it is rf the 
same force and effect as if mrde vn-





dev oath and by virtue of the Can 
uda Evidence Act."

J. H. Christie.
Declared before me at the Cwy of 

Enderby, in the Province of Brituh 
Columbia, this fourth day of Octo
ber, A.D. 1016.

(iruham Rosoman, Stipcr.d- 
iary Magistrate.

Armstrong. B.C., .Ian. 6, 1917. 
Ur. J. A. J. McKenna,

Commissioner Indian Affairs. 
Victoria, B.C.

Sir.
I wish to advise you that all Pa

pers in connection .with Ukan.ig.in 
affairs, will be forwarded in a day 
or two. Am awaiting presence i [ 
Indians to verify prepared charges.

Yours respectfully,
J. H. Christie.

Victoria, B.C., Jan. 18,191". 
•I. 1J. Christie, Esq.,

Armstrong, B.C.
Sir,

I have your letter of the 1 fith in t 
and in reply I would state that I 
investigated the Henderson lease, 
and made a report thereon. I have 
no authority to furnish you with a 
copy of that report; it can only be 
obtained from the Department of In
dian Affairs at Ottawa. In justice 
to myself, however, add that my re
port in no way assured Henderson 
possession of tne land for another 
year. My finding was: that the lease 
is not "for the benefit cf the Ir.d-'- 
ans." as the law* requires, end 
should he, therefore, terminat'd 1 
have no objection at all to my re
port/ being communicated to intenst- 
cd parties or made public.

Your obedient servant,
J. A. J. McKenna.

Victoria, B.C., Jan. 15, 1917. 
W. E. Ditchburn, Esq.,

Insnector Indian Agencies,
Victoria, B.C.

Sir,
Re Okanagan Investigation.
Adverting to mv communication

to you of the 13th instant in this 
ma .ter, I band you herewith a note 
of the 12th, received by me tc-day, 
from Mr. J. H. Christie, and mark
ed ‘F" by me, together with the 
memorandum attached thereto cf 
paper» and witnesses required, \\hich 
I have marked • G".

Have the goudness to acknowlidgc 
the receipt thereof.

Your obedient servant,
J. A. J. McKenna.

Victoria, Jan. 15, 1917.
J. H. Christie, Esq.,

Armstrong, B.C.
Sir,

Uv Okanagan Investigation.
1 have to acknowledge the receipt 

this morning of your note of the 
12th instant and of the memon ndum 
attached thereto of papers and wit
nesses required and I have handen 
the same to Mr. Inspecter Uitehturn 
For your information I enclose copy 
of my communication of today w ith

You «ill quite understand, in tin- 
light of the advice convoyed in my 
letter to you of the 13tn ir.s:,, that 
I am not in a position to answer 
the questions put in your note.

Your obedient servant,
J. A. J. McKenna.

Victoria, Jan 13th, 1917 
J. H. Christie, Esq.,

Armstrong, B.C.

lie Okanagan Investigation.
In aekonwlcdgirg your note of the 

10th instant and the documents that 
reached me by the same mail, 1 en
close herewith for your informaVicn 
a copy of n letter! have toc’av ad
dressed to Mr. Inspector Ditchburn 
in the matter. The cause of the ac
tion indicated therein is mv retire- 
mint from the service of the Gov
ernment of Canada.

Your obedient servant,
J. A. J. McKenna.



'



20

Victoria, B.C., January 13.
W. E. Ditchburn, Esq.,

Inspector of Indian Agencies, 
Victoria, B.C. •

Sir,
Desiring advice as to what course 

I was tu pursue in the matter of 
the Okanagan Enquiry, I telegraph
ed on tin 11th inst., the Secretary 
of the Department of Indian Affairs 
at Ottawa, inter alia., as follows:

•‘Have just received from Christie 
formulated charges. Who shall I ad
vise Christie is to act so that he 
may know with whom to further 
communicatet”

This morning I received the fal
lowing lettergram of the 12th from 
the Secretary of the Department:

•'Kindly hand the Ok anas an pap
ers to Ditchburn. It w"ll he dccidid 
later who is to investigate.”

I therefore hand you the following 
documents:

A. A letter of the i.'th Septan» er 
1916. from Mr. D. C. Scott, the Dep
uty Superintendent ('moral, referr
ing to "various complaints respect
ing the conduct of Mr. Mcgraw and 
Agent Brown” and having attached 
thereto (1) a communication cf the 
30th August last to'he Deputy Su
perintendent General purporting to 
he from '"Chief and Band.”

B. A letter of the 20th Nov-mbcr 
last, from Deputy Supt. General, to 
me advising that there was being 
transmitted to me "under, separate
cover, files Nos. 427046-6-1. 4938C2. 
493808, 480901, which deal with 
matters relating to the Okanagan 
Agency,” hut in which separate cov
er there was also enclosed, as is 
herewith also handed volt, files NYs. 
•127011 Ty„ and 427051 Tv., as well 
as (1) a cony of a letter from the' 
late Mr. Inspector Cumiskev. of the 
18th Sentembcr, 1912, to the secre
tary of the Department, and (2) let
ter to the secretary from the late 
Inspector Cumiskey of the 3Cth May 
1912.

C. Cony of mv letter of the 15th 
tilt, to Mr. J. H. Christie, advising 
him of my being commissioned to 
hold an examination into the affairs

of the Okanagan Agency on account 
of the charges and complaints made 
by and through him together with 
U) letter uf the 12th ult., from Mr. 
Christie to me, (21 letter of the 
2~nd ult., from Mr. Christie to me, 
(3) It tier of the Lth instant from 

Mr. Christie tome, (4) copy of my 
notification of the 15lh ult. to Mr. 
Inspector Megvaw and Mr. Agent 
Brown uf the action taken in re by 
me till then, t5) Inspector Mcgraw' 
acknowledgment thereof, and (6) a 
copy of my letter of the 27th ult. 
to Mr. Drown advising him of my 
further communication with Mr. 
Christie.

I). Letter of the 10th inst. from 
Mr. J. II. Christie to me advising 
Oi the transmission to mo "by same 
mail under covers t2) charges as 
outlined in correspondence with the 
Department as now laid by the dif
ferent complainants,” and intimat
ing that he would at an early date 
lorwaid "a correct list of all mem
bers of the Okanagan Hand” and 
' including list of intrudirg h;l.- 
breeds and Indians.”

K. Documents received by same 
post und apparently those ief.rrcd 
to in Die letter aforesaid (D) cfMr. 
Christie, being (1) Charges in te 
1 Okanagan I K.” consisting cf e’.cv- 
en pages initialled by me. (2! "Pen
ticton charges," consisting of two 
pages initialed by me; (3) ' Salmon 
River Indian Réserver,” consisting nf 
two pages initialed by me; (4) ttatc- 
mcn*. of papers rcquiml for inves'i- 
gation and names of witnesses to 1c 
gaiion and names of witnesses to bo 
summoned, three pages initii-lrd by 
mo. and (5) brochure cntitlrd In
dian Affairs in Britith Columbia, 
signed on title page by J. II. Chris
tie and having on the back a rote to 
th’ effect that the brochure is pre
sented to us "for the purpose cf 
tv" investigation."

I shall be obliged if you will ac
knowledge the receipt hereof with a 
detailed statement cf the documents 
received by vou herewith.

For your information I may rdd 
that lam transmitt ng a copy of





21

thin communication to the Deputy 
Superintendent General for hi» in
formation and copies each to Mr. 
Christie, Mr. Agent Brown and Mr. 
Inspector Mes raw,

Your obedient servant,
J. A. J. McKenna.

Armstrong, B.C., Can. 16, 1917. 
J A. J. McKenna,

Commissioner Indian Affairs, 
Victoria, B.C.

Sir,
I have just received information 

from a reliable source, that, during 
the past season, you have visited 
Vernon, made a report to «.he De
partment on the Henderson lease 
matter, the cause of so much com
plaint from the Okanagan Band. 
That on receipt of vour report, the 
Dept, had assured ths possession of 
the land in question ... the man 
Henderson for another year. And 
my informant assures me that he has 
seen the papers from the Department 
to this effect.

Would you kindly advise me if this 
is correct? If such it the case, and 
as the investigating commis-:! i.tr re
garding this same matter, you will 
l.o called upon to investigate end 
pass upon some of your own nets. 
Would this not raise some doubts re
garding the sincerity of the whole 
enquiry. To have any doubts re
garding the strict impartiality of 
the investigation and the reports re
sultant from these, would be ser. 
ions mistake indeed. This is the 
matter I would call your serious 
atteotion to, as well as that of 
the department.

This promised investigation is 
looked forward to with tho keenest 
interest by a large number of the 
Indians, by a great many of leading 
men from other reserves, who desire 
to he present. And the impression 
upon the minds of these people shall 
determine their conduct towards the 
officials of the Department for years 
to come.

This enquiry has been worked for 
for years, in the hope ‘that the De

partment would some day clean up 
these reserves, and give them some 
chanca to live clear of the burden cf 
the invading hordes ofcriminal para
sites, preying upon their reserve.

For an official to hold the opinion 
that these people are but so many 
conjcntual idiots, is far from a fact, 
and to believe that these people will 
not press their claims for redress 
would be a serious mistake for the 
Department to make.

However, this subject is a matter 
of consideration for the Department 

I have to request that copy of re
port front Dr. J.A.J. McKenna, 
dealing with this matter, be suppli
ed me for investigation.

Rcspcrtully,
J. H. Christie,

Ottawa, dan. 22nd, 1917. 
Sir,

Dr. McKenna has been placed upon 
the retired list and it will be neces
sary to apoint another officer to 
hold the proposed investigation in
to affairs at the Okanagan agency. 
You will bo further advised.

Your obedient servant,
Duncan E. Scott,

Deputy Supt. Central.

Duncan C. Scott,
Debt. Supt. General Indian Affairs 

Ottawa, Canada.
Sir,

Delay investigation Okanagan af
fairs, not to interest of Depart
ment or Indian;. Should flnirh this 
month. All interests demand set
tlement, prevents my acceptance of 
service overseas.

J. II. Christie,

(Night lettergram)
Ottawa, Ont., Feb. (ith, 1C17. 

•T. II. Christie,
See. Indian Defence League,

As inte’rst of empire paramount 
and all available men needed, you 
had better accept overseas service 
and we will hold -investigation 
when you eonie back.

Duncan Scott.
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Duncan Scott,
Indian Dept.

Your suggestion incompatible vith 
self respect. An early .1 ne 1er 
investigation from you or different 
course of action will bn taken.

J. H. Christie,

(Night Lettergram)
Duncan Scott,

Indian Itopt., Ottawa,
See by press report intention to 

recruit Indian Battalion overseas. 
Letter mailed. Personal views'and 
suggestions. Best interest to all 
parties.

•7. H. Christie,

Armstrong, B.C., Ffb. 17, 1017 
The Deputy,

Supt. General Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sir,
Returning from the lower country 

on the 14th, u here I had been to 
consult league members residing 
future action 1 find in the publie 
Press, notices, that it was the in
tention of the authorities to re
cruit a battalion of Indians for over- 
seas service, and that a certain Jn- 
d an n/ent had been authorized to 
proceed with the work of enrol l-

You will pardon me for calling 
your attention to the fact that tli 
matters in dispute, or the various 
cumplamts aaiting settlement in the 
Okanagan district, are awaited with 
a very deep interest by many of the 
Indian Hands far bcvound the dis
trict, or points mentioned in my 
correspondence with your Dept. It 
is the intention of a great many of 
these bands to have the leading 
men present at the sittings of any 
Commission, that may meet at any 
point for the settlement of these 
matters. You are aware that these 
people have awaited the convenue nee 
of the Department for many months.

Since my return or during the last 
three days, I have received visits 

m two Chiefs with four letters of 
enquiry regarding the move to en
list Indians for s rv’ce, asking for

my opinion and advice. They all de
mand the reason why the Govern
ment will not send a Commission
er, but they want their men to go 
and tight and the Indians killed so 
that the whites may hav.: their rc-

By Government, you will under
stand, means to these people, the 
Department of Indian Affairs, Ot
tawa, They have no other idea fcf 
what government means.

This explanation is given, that 
you may have some idea of my pre
sent position to clearly explain why 
the Government, that is you, wants 
recruits for overseas, ard will 
not give them any protection on 
their reserrves, looks to them sus
picious and news and vitws travel 
far and fast among the Indians.

Hence the follow-wing suggestions 
from me for your consideration:

1. Please understand that I have 
no personal aim, otln-r than a fair 
deni for these people.

2. I have promised them to see 
this through.

3. I have no desire to press any 
charge against any official in >our 
employ, or to give further publicity 
to any charges made, than is con
sistant wi h seem ing a remedy for 
the complaint made.

4. That I have no personal feeling 
against Inspector Mrgrnw or your 
agent Brown, no:withstanding vitws 
to tly* contrary.

5. That should you desire that 
these matters he am'al ly settled in 
a gnat measure, without the drag
ging of officials through days of in
crimination before an Indian audi
ence, I am prepared to meet the 
commit, ioncr for this purpose, and 
submit my views of a satisfactory 
settlement, which if accepted, T wil’ 
guarantee .will be ace -ptahle to the 
Indians.

fi. This m"ans that a day or two 
should complete enquiries.

7. That Indians would have a 
clear understanding that their ii- ht< 
would he protected.

This would give the enrollment tf 
Indians through the district a fair
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chance lor success, would place roe 
personally in a position where I 
could offer my service among those 
people, unreservingly, to further 
the cause, and quoting your wire, 
"imperial necessity imperative."

It has been determined by the 
League, to have no further communi
cations with your l>cpt., but that I 
should forward all charges and cor
respondence for the consideration of 
the House of Commons and Senate.

This matter is strictly up to you, 
a straight forward honest proposi
tion on my part, a way out for 
your department, and a vicar cut 
proposition to set me at liberty, to 
offer my service to take a hand in 
the greater game of assisting to

strap the damned Huns. Kindly 
wire reply.

Yours respectfully^
J. II. Christie,

(Telegram)
Ottawa, Feb. 24th, 1917.

.1. II. Christie, Esq.,
Armstrong, B.C.

Your letter 17th instant received. 
This department will not be drag
ooned into making any investigation 
owing to threats made by you but 
will take such action as to com
plaints of Indians as it may con
sider advisable at the proper time 
and place.

D. C. Scott.
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Charges Laid by Band.
At a meeting at Black Town, on 

I):c. 23, 1916, charges were made in 
connection with conduct of Indian 
Affairs on Okanagan Indian Reserve, 
B.C., a meeting was called for this 
purpose by instructions of the See. 
of I. I). League, who fully explained 
communications received from Dep
uty Supt. General, Duncan Scott, 
and the Commissioner, Dr. J. A. J. 
McKenna. After discussions of the 
communications, resolutions were 
passed to make the following changis 
by the Chief and members present.

First Charge.
1. That Chief Baptiste 1 ogan was 

deposed without cause.
2. That no complaint or charge 

was ever brought to the attention of 
tin Band against him.

3. That Inspector Cummiskie's 
sole reason for opposition to the 
Chief, was that Baptiste had op
posed the illegal deal for the sur
render of the Long Lake I.IL, In
spector Cummiskie having been on > 
of the intnested parties to this 
deal, which deal was reputt d by 
Ramsdean McDougal, Commissioner.

4. That the election of Fierro 
I lu ndi, conducted by Inspector Cum- 
miski, the Agery Smith, from Kam
loops, was a strictly unlawful elec
tion in which every right of the 
Band «vas set aside, and by right of 
authority a disreputable chief was 
thrust on the Band.

51 That reports sent to the De
partment by the officials who engin
eered this election, wire deliberately 
false reports.

0. That Pierre Michcll did not 
secure a majority vote.

7. That he was not elected by ac. 
clamation, as reported by Inspi eler 
Cummiskie, or the agent from Kam
loops, if lie made report on the pro
ceedings.

Chief and Band.
Witnesses, Alex Dutc'iu.

Summons,
Second ‘A” Charge.

1. That members of the Band 
been unjustly deprived of their 
rights to election for the position cf

. chiât without just cause.
Tonasket last election.

2. That members of Band have 
be.:n forcibly expelled from public 
business meetings of Band, without 
just cause by order of Inspector

Witnesses, Band, Harry Isaac.
Second Charge.

1. That the matter of the Ilcndcr- 
son lease was and is a criminal in
vasion of all the right* of the Band.

2. That Alexander He ndersen's 
agreement was criminal and illegal.

3. That Inspector Megraw's con
duct in connection with this matter 
was directly in variance with his 
duties, as Inspector of Agencies and 
directly opposed to the will and 
best interests of the Band.
Wi tnesses,Chief and Band 
Copies, all papers in connection, In
spector’s report, Agent's report.

Third Charge.
That Inspector Meg raw excctdid 

his authority in forcing the man 
Henderson's présente on their Re
serve, under the provisions of a 
strictly illegal agreement between 
a Nivhola Indian, a non-member cf 
: he Band, and a whiteman, fully 
aware of the grossly unfair condi
tions of the fraudulent agreement1 
against the authority of the Chief 
and the expressed opposition of the 
Band. The language and threats em
ployed and the authority bearing to
wards the Chief and strictly uncalled 
for.
Witnesses, Chief and Band.
Report of Inspector.

Fourth Charge
1. Inspector Megraw’s reports 

regarding the incompetence of Chief
Gaston, immediately following ti e 

Chief's refusal to countenance the 
fraudulent lease to Henderson, calls 
for the strictest investigation.

2. That Inspector Meg raw has 
acted in an undcihand manner with 
the Chief; is animated by personal 
spleen aga-nst Chitf. That ro charge 
has been brought against the Chief 
at any meeting.

3. That Inspector desires the re
moval of the Chief sol ly on p<rsm-
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al grounds and to secure the elec
tion of a Chief amenable to of
ficials. That Inspector has en
couraged and favored men on Re
serve, known to be openly hostile 
to Chief.

Chief and Band.
Reports Inspector Megraw.
Witnesses, Hand.

Fifth Charge
1. That Railway Rights-of-way 

have been granted through various 
Reserves of the Hand, and the Hand 
kept in ignorance of these transac-

2. That Hand funds from the pro
ceeds of Right-of-way of these rail
ways have been unlawfully dis
tributed to non-members of the 
Okanagan Hand, to the amount of 
several thousand dollars.

Chief and Hand.
Witnesses, Bund.
All reports in connection. Inspec

tor or agent.
Sixth Charge

That officials have permitted fur 
years the fencing of large areas of 
our Reserve for range purposes, said 
ranges being exploited for individual

Witt ness, Band
Seventh Charge

1. That promiscuous cutting of 
timber has been permitted.

2. That individual half-breeds haVy 
been granted permission to remove 
hundreds of thousands'of feet, for 
personal profit.

3. That no adequate return has 
been made.

4. That a complete return of all 
timbers sold, and money paid, 
amounts to wham paid, /or the past, 
five years, shall bo procured rn 
commission to Band.

Eighth Charge
1. That for years, against the re

pented Protests of the Sand, undesir
able characters, American Half* 
broods, American Indians. .Indians 
from local Reserves, have been per
mitted to intrude upon our Reserve.

2 That no action has ever been 
taken on the many complaints made 
that they have received every con

fort and consideration from officials.
3. That the intruding element lias 

almost exclusive control of all our

•1. That they openly boast of, our 
helplessness to have them removed.

5. That they openly defy the au
thority of the Chief.

6- That Inspector Megraw and 
.1. R. Brown arc fully aware cf the 
criminal characters.

7. That Inspector Megraw has ap
proved of threatened criminal vio
lence exprès- d by this element.

8. That CO per cent.of all troullis 
on Reserve is caused by this intrud
ing element, tresspassing on our Rc-

0. That the Band demands a thor
ough investigation, and the expul
sion of all undesirable characters 
; rom our reserve.

Chief and Band.
Witnesses, Band.
All reports legating any claim at, 
half-breeds bating been approved as 
members of the Band, with datis of

Ninth Charge.
That Inspector and Agent persists 

in continual employment of Isaac 
Harris, char..':1 as false interpreter, 
C'ummiskic’s principal agent in at
tempt of sale and illegal surrender cf 
Long l.ahe Res we.

That favors arc granted this man 
at expense of Hand, knowing that 
.1 -, Hand holds this man guilty of 
the most serious crimes.

That a special grant for competi
tion was made for his benefit -and 
his employment is detrimental to 

♦ he Hand's irt nst.
Witnesses, Hand.

That Inspector Mop raw has per
sistently employed mtr ns special 
policemen, whom he knew to be 
oncnlv hostile to the ( M«f and the 
ffVqna.-an Indians.

1. That Tns;vetor CummisHe al
lowed encroach "• on our Reserve 
at. Priest’s va]V . surveying por
tions of Rescr.e to rd'oinirg prop-

2. That R serve at Sv rn Laic
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lias been encroached on by adjoining 
owners.

Chief and Band.
Original surveys.

Eleventh Sharge.
1. That the local officials have o . - 

crlooked the procuring of ycur.g 
yivls for immoral purposes.

2. That Lierre Michel procured 
the young'daughter of Lena, lltllccn 
for the use of Alexander.

3. That nothing was done in the 
matter beyond Inspector Meg raw in
forming Alexander he should be in

Witness, W. Ashton.
Twelfth Charge.

That Alexander, 'a Xichola Indian, 
unlawfully secured and was paid 
$2700 of the Okanagan Band Funds 
which was squandered by Alexander 
in automobiles and young girls.

Chief and Band.
Witness, Band.

Thirteenth Charge.
1. That Inspector Megraw h«.s 

had cognizance of op'fn threats to 
personal violence and murder of cur 
present secretary, Mr. .1. II. Christie 
by one Frank Uodfprcscn, an Ameri
can intruder on the reserve with 
criminal record.

2. That when Inspector Megraw*s 
attention was called to this matter, 
lie fully approved of the crime.

Sworn statement in possession of 
th0.See. .1. H. Christie.

Chief and Band.
Horse Stealing.

Mrs. .Josephine Edwards, of Coy
ote Creek, Indian .Reserve.

That Jimmy l.ogan, an Indian on 
Head of the Lake It serve, stole two 
horses from the open range on the 
Reserve, the property of the com
plainant.

That Inspector Megraw refused to 
allow Agent Brown to investigate. 
That he refused to assist her to se
cure the horses: that he protected 
l.ogan for this theft.

Mrs. .Josephine Edwards.
Fifteenth Sharge.

That Mary Nicholas cf Herd of 
the Lake I.R., charges .John'- Oph- 
heimer, an American holf-tncd and

professional gambicr, with the ab
duction of her daugheet from her hus
band. Patrick Jolmy of Endirby. 
’that he look her to the States for 
2 years, that he returned hcic two 
years ago and lives openly on Re
serve with my daughter as his wile. 
That lie threatens to take my girl 
away and I will never see her again, 
ïi I make any trouble for h.m.

Marv Nichols.
Witnesses, the Band.

Sixteenth Charge.
That since the retirement of Mr. 

McKay, as Indian agent, who was 
held in the highest regard by every 
Indian on our reserve, and whose 
memory we ail respect, we have re
ceived no consideration, instruction, 
or assistance in any i manner what
soever, from any official in . connec
tion with the Indian Dept.

Since then our agents or inspect
ors have paid flying v .-its to our 
Reserves, between meals. No agent 
or inspector has remained for one 
day on Reserve tor our instruction, 
advise or assistance to our better-

That no agent has made himself 
familiar with conditions of life on 
our reserves.

That all business is carried 
through on rush time, that it ques
tion for settlement is almost in
variably put off until next time.

Chief and Band.
That the above charges were for

mulated, passed upon, and approved 
at a meeting at Black Town, Pee. 
28th. 1916.

The Secretary, •!. IT. Christie, 
was instructed to prepare some and 
forward to Commissioner .1. A- 
McKenna, at Victoria, for investi-
cration. ^ ^ Christie,

See. O.T.R.P.L.
Interpreter.

Signed, ticorge Wilson.





WEST HANK 
Charge

1. That one, Hal.eately, has with 
the apparent approval of our agin'. 
Air. Brown, and Inspector Megra.s, 
de'erted, taken from our Reserve, by 
flame, all the water which we. have 
Used for the purpose of irrigation 
on the Reserve, from Cedar Cr«.ck. 
That fume was built over and part 
in the ditch, conttructcd by us 45 
odd years since. That our agent 
was on the ground and'designated 
point from head of flume. That In
spector Megraxv, with Constable, 
visited the ground later, ar.d threat
ened anyone with jail who interfer
ed with the water.

2. That white men's fences l ave 
been allowed to encroach upon the 
Reserve at West Bank.

That similar encroachment has 
been permited on upper R.sitvi. 
Repeated requests to agent to have 
fences removed. Nothing done to

Witness, the Band.
All paper and reports regarding

Papers required;for Purpose of In
vestigation:

1. Inspector's Reports. Deposi
tion Chief Bapt test Logan.

Alection of.Pore Micholl.
2. Inspector's reports. Joseph

ine Edward's Ilorsc Stealing.
3. Inspector's reports. Hender

son Lease Case.
4. Inspector's rep'rts. Ii compct- 

ency Chief Hasten Louie.
5. Reports and authority for dis

tribution of Band Funds to m.n-mem 
hers of Band. (Okanagan).

f,. Accounts for nil tim er lur
ch used from Head of Lake, L R* 
Okanagan, by Kelowna Saw Mill re
count . to whom paid.

7. All r port* or information of 
deflection of " liter from West Bank, 
L R.. by (lalleatly.

8. Reports Inspector Mrgrnw's 
meetings regarding the surrender, 
or expropriation of Trout Creek, 
Experimental Farm.

0. Ramsdean McDovgal. Comm s- 
sioner. Okanagan I. II. Report end

findings]
Papers required for Purpose of In

vestigation.
Sketch maps showing R. 11. 

Routes through Reserves, Okanagan.
Sketch maps showing streams With 

water records, Penticton I. R.

Okanagan Indians 
Members of the Okanagan Pand of 

Indians, B. C.:
Gaston Louis,
Tomusket,
Pete Bayyett, 
fico. Bayyett,
Win. Uaston,
Seymore Paul.
Papa Chin Mechell,
Baptist Logan.
Jimmy Logan,
("lias. Edwards,
!\*re Williams,
Pere Qua ma Kim,
Marcis Quanta Kim, Sr.,
Pere Jack,
Xarris* Jack,
T. Armstrong,
(Jeo. Wilson,

Alexander,
Joe Lizzard,
Jynmie Steward,
Anton Ellie,
Louie Miehell,
Narcisa Tasket,
Joe Fclise,

Jimmy Antwine,
Harry Parker,
B.r/.vll McLeod,

• Seymore Swail,
Fancois Quanakisa,
Joseph Nichols,
Donald Able,
Johnv Andrews,
Johnv Lawrence,
Alex. Simlaw,
Johny Issac,
Edward Manucll,
Joeph Perrie,
Chas. Williams,
Narcisse,
William Manucll,
Pere Manucll.
Michel Lizard.
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Fere Coc.
Intruding Indians and hall-breed», 

principally Americana from V.S., 
with Local B. C. half-breeds, and 
Indians.

Intruders on Okanagan Indian Re
serve—Removal requested:

Frank (iodfresson,
•limmv Marchcll,
Willie Ashton,
Louise flrascrc,
Frank Marchand.
Fere Louie, 

x Alex Sen.
.fohnv Martins,
Narcisse Baptist.
Luke.
Bore Luke,
.iohn Ophenheirmer,
.loe Barker,
Ernest Brewer,

Alexander.
Alex Fidward,
Billy Brewer, '
Billy Lixard,
Francois Uregior,
Baul Nelson,
Basil Smithins,
Issue Harris,
Jimmy Logan, >
Heottie,
Louie ("hacko,
Bere Michell.
Billie Swallwall,

Bcnticton Charges 
Delegates: Mickcl .lack, and Cos

mos at Clinthul, l>cc. 28th, 1916.
1. That the Band, requiics an in

vestigation regarding the ii regula
tion of the surrender or expropria
tions of the Tiout Creek Expcriir.cn-

2. The method of valuation, and 
amount paid.

3. That this matter was rot 
placed fairly before the Band.

4. That Inspector Megraw threat
ened the displeasure of the Govern
ment on those opposing surrender.

2. Railway Right-of-way.
Area of, valuation.
Amount paid; to whom paid.

3. Water deflected from Snake 
Creek.

•1. Lines of Reserve change, ar.d 
Reserve encroached upon Ritchie 
Line. No redress for complaints to 
officials. '

5. Tresspass on and deflection of 
all water from Rererve adjoining 
townsite.

Michell .lack,
Cosmos Sam.

Witnesses, Band.

Bcnticton
Members of Band who endorse dcl-

M rhell .!»«*• ****** *

Cosmos 3am,
Manuel BnzMl.
Lowl (Juartel.
I'd ward .lack, y
Bapt. .loe T uidshet, v''
Tomv Buckles, Beach, '
Eancas Saul,
Francois Kalmnlka, 
doe Kalmalka,

David Sam,
William Sant,
Eancas Joseph,
Thomas Jack,
Peter Jack,
Bazill Jack,
Baptist Seymore,
('has. Turmurkiano,
Comino Jack,
Casmir Ferric,
Jack Ferric,
Jamie Jack,
Joseph Jack,
Alex. Eancos,
Willie.

SBALLVMCHEEN
Salmon River Indian Reserve

1. That they receive no.attention 
from officials, that they'have failed 
to secure us sonic one in suthoritv 
on our Rewerve to prevent crime, 
and secure order, that complaints of 
the impractibiality to meet rg-ent 
at Endorby has not been considered 
by officials of Dept.

2. Tnat Chief maintains an Am
erican Indian on our Reserve, that 
we desire his removal as undesira
ble. trouble maker, and asserts 
authority over Reserve. A criminal
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refugee.
3. That moneys for furnishing 

church is not accounted for or sale

4. That Emlurby mvtr. receive per
mission to cut our timber, that our 
timber is not conserved.

5. That a resident of Enderby has 
by permission, fenced a great por
tion of remaining timber on Re
serve. Claims personal ownership.

Sketches, maps. -
The Band.

Salmon River I. R. 
William N’onish,
Jim Ilaskit,
Jimmy Felix,
(ieorge Police, 
Andrew Morris, 
Francois Thom,
Alex Nahaskit,
Me Phillips,
I tan Phillips,
Dennis Jim,
Ilarry Bill,
Billie Felix,
Andrew George.


